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{jg-The  present  sheet  contains  Air.  Webster’s 
brief  speech,  made  on  the  31st  oi  January,  against 
the  sub-treasury  bill. 

£3- Adjutant  general  Jones,  who  recently  suffered 
a severe  injury  by  the  falling  of  his  horse,  has  so 
far  recovered  as  to  bo  able  to  attend  to  his  duties. 

QdfMr.  Preston  resumed  his  seat  in  the  house  on 
.Thursday  last,  as  did"  Air.  Clay,  who  had  been  ab- 
sent for  several  days  in  consequence  of  indisposi- 
tion. Mr.  Vail,  < «'  New  York,  who  had  also  been 
confined  to  his  room  for  several  days  by  illness, 
appeared  in  his  seat  in  the  house  on  the  same  day. 

0C2*The  “Globe”  states  that  the  president’s  draw- 
ing room  will  be  opened  for  the  reception  of  com- 
pany on  Thursday  evening  next,  at  eight  o’clock. 

fiCJ- A duel  was  fought  with  rifles,  near  this  city, 
on  Saturday  last,  between  the  lion.  Jonathan  Cilley , 
a member  of  the  house  of  representatives  from  the 
state  of  Aiaine,  and  the  lion.  William  J.  Graves , a 
member  of  the  same  body  from  the  state  of  Ken- 
tuck}',  which  resulted  in  the  death  of  the  former 
on  the  third  fire.  The  particulars  of  this  most 
melancholy  occurrence  will  be  found  in  a subse- 
quent page. 

O.i  Tuesday  list  the  remains  of  the  deceased 
were  attended  to  the  grave  by  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  the  heads  of  departments,  the  mem- 
bers of  both  houses  of  congress  and  a vast  as- 
sembly of  citizens. 

It  is  stated  that  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court, 
now  in  session,  were  invited  to  attend  the  funeral, 
but  resolved  not  to  do  so,  as  an  evidence  of  their 
reprobation  of  a practice  more  characteristic  of  a 
birbiric  age,  than  one  in  which  all  profess  regard 
for  humanity  and  the  laws. 

Congress  ion  \l.  The  proceedings  oT  the  sen- 
at«  a -id  house  of  representatives  on  Thursday,  are 
inserted  in  tiie  iast  page.  In  the  senate  yesterday, 
after  some  unimportant  business,  Air.  Prentiss, 
agreeably  to  notice,  introduced  a bill  to  prohibit  the 
giving  or  receiving  a challenge  within  this  District 
to  fight  a dued,  and  for  the  presentment  thereof, 
which  was  read  twice  by  general  consent,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  the  judiciary. 

[This  bill  inflicts  the  punishment  of  death  on  all 
concerned  in  a duel  which  results  in  death;  from 
five  to  ten  years’  confinement  in  the  penitentiary 
on  all  concerned  in  giving  or  receiving  a challenge; 
and  from  three  to  seven  years  for  assault,  defama- 
tion, or  abuse,  for  refusing  a challenge.] 

In  Ike  house,  yesterday,  Air.  Grennel  and  Mr. 
Grantland  were  announced  to  have  been  appointed 
members  of  the  select  committee  to  examine  and 
report  the  cause  of  Air.  Cilley’s  death,  &c.  in  the 
place  of  Mr.  Briggs  and  Air.  Harrison,  excused. 

After  a number  of  committees  had  made  reports, 

The  bill  reported  by  the  committee  on  foreign 
affairs,  for  the  preservation  of  our  neutral  relations, 
came  up  in  order,  and  was  discussed  by  Messrs. 
Howard,  Underwood,  McKay,  Fillmore,  Holsey, 
Everett,  Robertson,  Patton,  Menefce,  Legare,  and 
Maxwell. 

Several  amendments  were  offered,  and  rejected. 
Pending  the  question  upon  an  amendment  offered 
by  Air.  Robertson,  of  Virginia, 

Air.  Cushman  moved  the  previous  question,  which 
was  seconded,  S3  to  41,  and  ordered. 

Mr.  Pelrikin  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  ordered;  and  the  bill  was  passed  to  a third 
reading' this  day  by  a vote  of  130  yeas  to  45  nays. 
The  bill  was  then  read  a third  time,  passed,  and 
returned  to  the  senate  for  its  concurrence  in  the 
amendments.  Particulars  in  our  next. 

From  Canada.  In  addition  to  the  intelligence 
from  Canada  inserted  in  page  7,  we  have  seen  it 
stated  that  the  patriot  forces  were  concentrated  at 
French  creek,  on  the  St.  Lawrence,  about  twenty 
miles  from  Watertown,  N.  Y.  with  the  view  of  at- 
tacking Kingston.  But  we  learn  by  the  mail  of 
yesterday,  that  they  went  from  French  creek  to 
Hickory  island  with  the  view  of  making  further 
preparations  for  the  attack;  but  owing  to  the  small 
force,  and  some  difficulty  with  gen.  Van  ltensel- 
laer,  they  returned  to  the  Creek  and  disbanded. 
The  whole  force  did  not  exceed  200  or  250  men. 
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It  is  also  rumored  that  there  had  been  a battle  at 
Malden,  and  that  that  town  and  all  the  military 
stores  of  the  British  had  tallen  into  the  hands  ot 
the  patriots. 

The  Cleveland  Herald  of  the  23d  February  says— 

From  Detroit  we  have  papers  ot  the  19th.  Not 
a word  touching  any  movement  ol  the  patriots  in 
that  quarter.  The  story  of  crossing  and  fighting  is 
therefore  a hoax. 

Treasury  department,  March  1st,  1838. 

The  treasury  notes  issued  up  to  this  date,  under 
the  provisions  of  the  act  of  congress  ol  the  12th  ot 
October,  1837,  amount  to  $6,51S,964  65. 

It  appears,  by  the  returns  made  up  to  the  same 
period,  that  there  has  been  received  for  duties  and 
lands,  and  in  payment  of  debts,  about  $2,430,250. 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Post  office  department,  March  1,  183?. 

From  the  mail  registers  received  at  the  post 
office  department,  from  the  postmaster  at  Ha.Wkins- 
ville,  Ga.  on  the  Florida  line,  it  appears  .that  no 
mails  from  the  south  were  received  at  tfint' office 
between  the  8th  and  17th  February,  at  'which  lat- 
ter date  two  mails  were  received.  The  reason  as- 
signed is  “high  creeks.” 

Florida  Indians.  It  is  stated  in  the  Charles- 
Courier  that  the  Indian  prisoners  who  have  for 
some  time  past  been  ir.  confinement  at  fort  Moul- 
trie, were  to  have  left  Charleston  on  Friday  the  22d 
for  New  Orleans,  on  their  way  to  the  far  west,  in  the 
brig  Homer.  The  chiefs  were  embarked  on  Thurs- 
day morning.  Lieutenant  Reynolds,  of  the  U.  S. 
marines,  had  them  in  charge. 

From  Florida.  The  “ Globe”  of  Thursday 
night  contains  the  following  extract  of  a letter 
from  a highly  respectable  officer  of'the  army  to  a 
member  of  the  senate,  dated 

“ Fort  Bassinger,  Feb.  8.  1833. 

“So  much  for  myself.  Now,  sir,  I will  give  you 
a few  lines  relative  to  Florida  and  the  Indians. 

“We  (col.  Taylor’s  army)  have  just  returned 
from  the  everglades.  They  may  be  said  to  com- 
mence about  40  or  50  miles  southeast  of  this  place, 
and  are  ou  the  south  side  of  lake  Oak-o-chobee. 

“The  everglades  are  what  we,  at  the  northwest, 
term  a wet  prairie.  It  is  a large  wet  prairie,  or 
grassy  lake,  of  which  the  Indians  and  negroes  know 
but  little,  and  where  they  cannot  live  a month  with- 
out great  suffering. 

“We  saw  but  few  Indians,  and  they  fled  rapidly. 
We  took  about  sixty  horses,  and  ascertained  that 
their  cattle  were  exhausted.  Col.  Taylor  has  taken 
from  them,  since  his  fight,  about  six  hundred  head. 
We  found,  on  our  last  excursion,  but  few  cattle 
tracks,  and  only  two  cows  were  taken.  The  In- 
dians are  suffering  for  food;  in  all  their  camps  we 
found  they  had  subsisted  on  palmetto  roots  and  the 
cabbage-tree,  which  is  never  eaten  by  them  except 
when  hard  run. 

“One  hundred  and  thirty  Indians  and  negroes 
have  come  in  since  the  fight,  and  they  say  many 
more  will  come  in  soon;  that  they  are  tired  of  the 
war  and  hungry.  * * * * 

“Florida  is,  generally,  a poor,  sandy  country. 
The  southern  portion  is  nearly  all  prairie,  wet  and 
dry  alternately,  healthy  in  winter,  sickly  in  sum- 
mer. Not  more  than  one-tenth,  at  the  utmost,  of 
Florida,  is  fit  for  cultivation,  and  I would  not  give 
one  good  township  of  land,  in  Illinois  or  Michigan, 
for  every  foot  of  land  in  east  Florida. 

“The  Indian  prisoners  now’  admit  that  they  lost 
twenty  killed  on  the  ground,  and  a great  many 
wounded,  in  the  fight  with  col.  Taylor.  They  had 
a strong  position,  and  fought  well,  but  were  terri- 
bly whipped,  and  have  never  returned  near  the 
ground  since.” 

appointments  by  the  president, 

By  and  with  the  advice  and  consent,  of  the  senate. 

Robert  M.  Hamilton,  of  Baltimore,  consul  at 
Montevideo,  in  the  Oriental  Republic  Uruguay. 

Henry  P.  Marshall  consul  at  Muscat,  in  the  do- 
minions of  the  Imaum  of  Muscat. 

George  B.  Todson  to  be  consul  of  the  United 
States  for  the  port  of  Altona,  in  the  Kingdom  of 
Denmark. 


Francis  H.  Gregory,  to  be  a captain  in  the  navy, 
from  tile  31st  January,  1838. 

Samuel  W.  Downing,  to  be  a commander  in  the 
navy,  from  the  23d  September,  1837. 

Benjamin  Macomber,  to  be  a captain  in  the  marine 
corps,  from  the  18th  January,  1838. 

Archibald  H.  Gillespie,  to  be  a first  lieutenant  in 
the  marine  corps,  from  the  18th  January,  1838. 

Win.  Chandler  and  John  A.  Russ,  to  be  lieuten- 
ants in  the  navy  from  the  23d  September,  1837. 

Austin  W.  Allen,  of  Louisiana,  lo  be  a second 
lieutenant  in  the  marine  corps,  from  the  15th  of 
February,  1838. 

Horatio  Bridge,  of  Maine,  to  be  a purser  in  the 
navy  from  the  16th  February,  1838. 

Joseph  W.  Dwyer,  of  Tennessee,  to  be  a purser 
in  the  navy  from  the ,2®th  oL February,  1838. 

Dunscorib  djfad.ford,tai'  Np.w  .York,  vice  consul 
of  jhe  United  states  at.ParL,  and  - ; 

\ ‘JMsg'i  Wolf,  collector  of  tne> customs  for  the 
district  of  Philadelphia,  from  the  1st"  of  .March, 
.1838.  'V 

James  Lpgan,-.q f Arkansas,,  to  be  agent  loc ’the' 
Creek  tribe  mi-  Indians,  vif  b J.  W.  A.  Sanford,  re- 
signed. . > ; , ■>  ’ J 

Wtrshington  G.  Singleton,  to  be  attorney  of  the 
United  States  for  the  western  district  of  Virginia. 

Richard  W.  Greene,  to  be  attorney  of  the  United 
States  for  the  district  of  Rhode  Island. 

collectors  of  the  customs. 

Martin  T.  Morton,  Nantucket,  Alass.  from  Janu- 
ary 28,  1S38. 

Mahlon  D.  Canfield,  Great  Egg  Harbor,  N.  J. 
from  January  28,  1S38. 

Archibald  W.  Hyde,  Builington,  Vt.  from  Fe- 
bruary 15,  1838. 

Henry  Whitely,  Wilmington,  Del.  from  February 
16,  1838. 

George  Brent,  Alexandria,  D.  C.  from  February 
16,  1838. 

Peter  Dixey,  Marblehead,  Alass.  from  February 

19,  1838. 

John  P.  Norton,  Edgartown,  Mass,  from  Fe- 
bruary 19,  1838. 

Thomas  H.  Blount,  Washington,  N.  C.  from  Fe- 
bruary 19,  1838. 

Thomas  Turner,  Georgetown,  D.  C.  from  March 
1,  1838. 

Jesse  Hoyt,  New  York,  from  March  29,  1838. 

George  Holt,  Cherry  Stone,  Va.  from  February 
6,-1838. 

Denny  McCobb,  Waldoboro,  Me.  from  February 

20,  1838. 

Samuel  Learned,  Pearl  River,  Ali.  from  January 
31,  1838. 

SURVEYORS. 

William  Durand,  jr.  New  Haven,  Ct.  January 
16,  1838. 

Alphonso  Mason,  Gloucester,  Alass.  from  January 
29,  1838. 

J.  G.  Mauney,  East  Greenwich,  R.  I.  from  Jan- 
uary 29,  1838. 

William  Gray,  Port  Royal,  Va.  from  29th  Janu- 
ary, 1838. 

R.  G.  Greene,  Portland  Ale,  from  February  15, 
1838. 

John  McNeil  Boston,  Mass,  from  February  29, 
1838. 

George  W.  Riter,  Philadelphia,  from  March  23, 
1838. 

Marcus  C.  Ryan,  Windsor,  N.  C.  from  January 
31,  1838. 

NAVAL  officers. 

Samuel  Brown,  Providence,  R.I.  from  January 
29,  1838.  J 

John  Horn,  Philadelphia,  from  Alarch  23,  1838. 

Daniel  Sherwood,  Wilmington,  N.  C.  from  Fe- 
bruary 22,  1838. 

appraiser. 

Henry  Simpson,  Philadelphia,  from  February  23, 
1838. 

register  of  the  land  office. 

Thomas  H.  Hopkins,  Jackson,  Mi.  from  Febru- 
ary 23,  1838. 

receivers  of  public  moneys. 

Benjamin  R.  Gantt,  Opelousas,  La.  from  Janu- 
ary 24,  1838. 

Henry  Smith,  Vandalia,  III.  from  January  31 
1833.  J 
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Exchange.  The  rates  of  exchange  between 
New  York  and  other  cities  are  thus  noticed  in  the 
Express  of  Saturday: 

Boston,  ... 


Philadelphia, 

Baltimore, 

Rich  mond, 

Charleston, 

Cincinnati, 

Augusta, 

Savannah, 

Mobile, 

New  Orleans, 
Nashville, 
Natchez, 
Louisville, 

St.  Louis, 


a 2i  dis. 
f a 


2 
1 

2 a2i 

3 a 3| 

2 a 3 
4j  a 5 

3 a3j 
2-J  a 3{- 
6 a 7 
2in3i 
12  a 15' 
15  a 18 
6 a 7 

9 a 10 


Banks  of  the  state  of  new  York.  We  pub- 
lish the  monthly  return  of  the  banks  of  this  state 
to  the  1st  of  Eeb.  inst.  It  has  been 'delayed,  una- 
voidably, for  a few  days.  A comparison  with 
preceding  reports,  presents  the  following  results. 
We  extend  the  comparison  to  December,  because 
the  return  to  the  1st  January,  being  the  annual  re- 
port, was  not  the  usual  form  of  the  monthly  returns, 
and  not  convenient  for  this  purpose. 

.'June  3.:  ; Dec.  1.'  ' 1 FA.  1. 

Loans  and  (lise’ts,  61,391,299  54,809,505  53.832.854 
Specie,'.  • 2,802,313  3,482,620  3.949,332 

CiwkFaticm,"  ' 14,040,498  13,903,893  11,545,840 

Due  banal  fund,  3,052,588  2,893,464  3,249,730 

, fate  treasurer,  3,152,960  214,391  147,572 

• ‘fU:  S.  treasurer,  '1/143,339  : 194,133  199,442 

' “Ind.  Depositors,  14, .TOO, 930  16,100,930  14,950,163 
Profits,  6,329,726  7,210,870  8,010,450 

The  above  statements  show  a diminution  of  loans 
and  discounts,  since  the  1st  of  December  (two 
months)  of  $1,425,651;  an  increase  of  specie  of 
$466,712;  a diminished  circulation  of  $2,363,043; 
an  increase  of  the  canal  fund  deposites  of  $356,- 
263;  a decrease  of  the  state  treasurer’s  deposite  of 
$63,819;  an  increase  of  the  U.  S.  deposite  of  $3,- 
299;  and  a decrease  of  individual  deposites  of  $1,- 
150,767. 

[ Albany  Jlrgus. 


meanor  and  criminal  neglect  of  duty.  They  were 
arrested  and  held  to  bail  in  the  sum  of  $2,000  each. 
These  banks  found  their  ruin  in  becoming  the 
dupes  of  the  government  in  receiving  the  deposites 
that  were  unjustly  wrested  from  the  United  States 
bank.  [Ar  Y.  Express. 


Flour  in  ealtimore.  The  inspections  of  flour 
in  Baltimore,  in  the  several  quarters  of  1837,  were 
as  follow: 


wheat. 

flour,  ry 

e flour. 

corn. 

meal. 

1837 

bbls. 

hf.  bbls. 

bbls. 

hhds. 

bbls. 

1st  quarter  94,954 

3,157 

4,614 

217 

1198 

2d  do. 

81,622 

2,093 

4,184 

160 

2107 

3d  do. 

100,808 

4,984 

1,751 

345 

2111 

-4th  do. 

114,292 

4,543 

5,328 

268 

2957 

Total, 

391,676 

14,777 

15,877 

800 

8373 

We  su 

bjoin  the  inspections 

lor  th 

e preceding 

seven  years: 

Inspection  of  wheat  flour 

in  Baltimore. 

i ears. 

bbls. 

half  bbls 

total  in 

bbls. 

1330, 

587,875 

19,859 

597, 

804 

1831, 

544,373 

21,537 

555, 

141 

1832, 

518,674 

17,544 

527 

4-16 

1833, 

524,620 

18,072 

533 

656 

1834, 

480,733 

17,261 

489, 

365 

1835, 

516,600 

21,333 

527 

266 

1836, 

393,924 

13,593 

400 

720 

Imports  of  iron.  We  copy  the  following  com- 
parative statement  of  importations  from  Great  Bri- 
tain into  the  United  States,  for  the  months  of  Oc- 
tober 1836  and  1837.  It  shows  a great  falling  off 
for  1S3T: 


1836, 

1837. 

Bar  irorq,  tuns, 

1489 

181 

Hoop  do. 

89 

20 

Pig  do. 

788 

188 

Sheet  do. 

457 

163 

Hardware  and  hollow  ware 

£85,553 

11,210 

Rail  road  iron  tons, 

1669 

65 

Linens — packages, 

2792 

262 

Cottons,  do. 

2228 

344 

Coal,  tons, 

3050 

1341 

Carpeting — bales. 

167 

8 

Commonwealth  bank,  Boston.  The  inves- 
tigating committee  of  the  Massachusetts  legisla- 
ture have  at  length  reported  on  the  condition  of  the 
Commonwealth  bank.  They  disclose  a state  of 
things  disgraceful  and  corrupt  almost  beyond  belief, 
and  fully  establish  the  heaviest  charges  that  have 
ever  been  made  against  the  persons  implicated  in 
the  transactions  of  the  bank.  The  loans  to  four  or 
five  individuals  only,  exceed  the  whole  capital  stock 
of  the  bank  * * * * * 

* ****** 

The  manner  in  which  the  poor  pensioners  and 
fishermen  were  defrauded  of  their  dues  is  now  fully 
explained.  The  reportshovvs  that  the  bank  receiv- 
ed in  January  last  $14,022  in  treasury  notes,  part 
of  which  were  sold  for  account  of  the  bank.  Another 
batch  of  treasury  notes  amounting  to  $85,200  was 
received  soon  after,  and  these  too  were  sold.  Trea- 
sury notes  at  that  time  were  at  a premium  in  Bos- 
ton—these  notes  were  sold — the  premium  pocketed 
by  the  bank  or  somebody  else,  and  the  fishermen 
and  pensioners  paid  in  "the  worthless  rags  of  the 
bank.  Only  two  or  three  days  before  the  bank  fail- 
ed, these  claimants  on  the  government  were  refus- 
ed specie  or  treasury  notes,  and  forced  to  take  the 
bank  bills,  when  the  collector,  who  paid  them  out 
must  have  known  that  the  bank  must  fail.  The 
affairs  of  the  bank  appearto  have  been  managed  by 
three  of  the  directors,  who  managed  to  use  up  ail 
the  funds  and  defraud  the  public  of  an  immense 
sum  of  money. 

The  amount  due  to  the  government  from  the  bank 
is  $337,625  29,  as  security  tor  parts  of  which  the 
district  attorney,  who  was  also  a director,  holds 
the  notes  of  several  of  the  other  directors  to  the 
amount  of  $42,420.  The  total  liabilities  of  the 
bank  are  $1,149,200.  The  circulation  in  post 
notes  and  bank  bills  is  $370,452.  The  assets  are, 
specie,  $29,684.  Stocks— most  of  which  are 
valueless — $23,456.  Balance  due  from  city  and 
Middlesex  banks,  the  last  broken,  $145,256,— 
from  other  banks,  $30,000.  Due  from  directors 
$630,233, — and  from  various  individuals  and  com- 
panies, most  of  whom  have  failed  about  $850,000. 
It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  individuals, 
who  have  so  grossly  defrauded  the  community  and 
the  government,  and  squandered  the  money  of  in- 
nocent stockholders,  and  wronged  the  needy  pen- 
sioners and  fishermen  ot  the  bounty  of  the  govern 
menl  are  the  particular  friends  of  the  administration 
in  Massachusetts. 

The  Boston  papers  state  that  JoshuaDunham  and 
five  others,  directors  of  the  Franklin  bank,  have 
been  indicted  by  the  grand  jury  for  official  misde- 


Wonderful  effects  of  the  western  rail 
road  in  case  of  war.  This  great  state  rail  road 
with  its  numerous  branches,  will,  in  case  of  war, 
enable  us  to  concentrate,  as  if  by  enchantment,  the 
whole  force  of  the  state,  and  of  the  neighboring 
states,  and  even  the  force  of  distant  states,  upon 
any  part  of  the  territory  of  Massachusetts.  In  con- 
nection with  a steam -battery,  playing  inside  of 
cape  Cod,  and  another  steam-battery  in  Narragan- 
sett  bay,  the  waters  of  Massachussets  and  the  lands 
of  Massachusetts  will  then  present  the  defeat  of  an 
enemy  as  the  inevitable  result  of  any  attack.  This 
will  be  so  clear  to  the  eye  of  any  military  or  naval 
commander,  as  to  amount  to  an  absolute  order  by 
such  commander,  to  himself,  not  to  attack  a people, 
thus  made  impregnable,  by  the  mighty  power  of 
steam,  to  the  mighty  power  of  the  mind. 

In  time  of  profound  peace,  it  is  the  part  of  wis- 
dom to  place  the  state  in  readiness  to  disarm  war  of 
its  power  of  mischief.  It  is  never  worth  while  to 
lull  ourselves  into  a false  security — more  especially 
while  the  sceptre  of  the  most  formidable  naval  pow- 
er is  held  by  a woman,  who,  in  the  freaks  of  love, 
may,  perchance,  bestow  her  affections  upon  some 
ambitious  Caesar,  or  on  same  mischievous  man  and 
irresponsible  favorite.  History  is  full  of  warnings, 
to  this  purpose.  And  we  have,  moreover,  on  our 
very  frontiers,  both  in  Texas  and  in  the  Canadas,  a 
magazine  of  powder,  to  which  the  indescretion  of 
our  own  or  their  citizens  may  yet  apply  the  match 
at  any  moment. 

During  the  war  of  1812,  cotton  was  6 cents  per 
pound  in  New  Orleans,  and  40  cents  in  Massachu- 
setts. Louisiana  sugar  was  worth  3 cents  in  New 
Orleans,  and  30  cents  in  Boston.  Flour,  then  worth 
$2  a barrel  in  the  western  country,  did  sell  for  $16 
in  Massachusetts.  Make  the  western  rail  road,  and 
1 a 2 cents  ppr  pound,  for  the  expense  of  transpor- 
tation, will  give  you  the  command  of  all  the  pro- 
ducts of  the  west  and  of  the  south  west,  and  the 
enjoyment  of  them  just  as  much  in  time  of  war,  as 
if  it  were  a time  of  profound  peace — arid  the  seven- 
ty millions  annual  amount  of  the  manufactures  of 
tliis  state  will  find  in  the  great  west  even  a better 
market,  than  in  time  of  uninterrupted  peace.  And 
our  bay  fisheries  will  still  enable  us  (although  we 
be  at  war)  to  supply  upwards  of  six  millions  of 
people  with  fresh  and  salted  and  pickled  fish,  to 
the  amount  of  many  millions  of  dollars. 

During  the  war  of  1812,  our  whole  sea  coast  was 
held  in  continual  terror.  Adopt  the  present  plan 
and  the  security  of  Massachusetts  will  be  complete, 
with  out  any  cost  of  blood  or  treasury. 

[ Boston  Journal. 


PRICE  OF  FLOUR  AT  THE  LATEST  DATES. 


New  York  city 

_ 

. 

$8  25 

a 

8 

50 

Houston  (Texas) 

- 

- 

30 

00 

a 





Apalachicola,  Florida 

- 

* 

11 

25 

a 

12 

59 

St.Josephs  (western) 

- 

12 

00 

a 

15 

00 

Do.  - (northern) 

- 

14 

00 

a 

15 

00 

New  Orleans  - 

- 

- 

6 

50 

a 

6 

75 

Mobile 

- 

. 

8 

00 

a 





Savannah,  Geo. 

- 

_ 

9 

50 

a 





Columbus  (western) 

- 

11 

00 

a 

12 

00 

Do.  - (northern) 

- 

14 

00 

a 

15 

00 

Charleston 

- 

- 

10 

00 

a 



Fayetteville,  N C. 

- 

- 

5 

00 

a 

7 

00 

Wilmington,  N.  C. 

- 

. 

10 

00 

a 

11 

50 

Elizabeth  city 

- 

- 

11 

00 

a 

12 

00 

Louisville,  Ky. 

- 

- 

5 

5 

a 

6 

00 

St.  Louis 

- 

- 

8 

00 

a 

8 

50 

Cincinnati 

- 

5 

00 

a 

5 

25 

Cleveland,  Ohio, 

_ 

. 

6 

75, 

a 

6 

00 

Chilicolhe 

- 

5 

00 

a. 

5 

25 

Dayton 

- 

- 

4 

50 

a 

4 

62 

Lynchburg 

- 

. 

5 

50 

a 

6 

00 

Fredericksburg 

- 

- 

7 

12 

a 

7 

25 

Norfolk,  Va. 

- 

- 

8 

00 

a 

8 

25 

Petersburg 

- 

- 

7 

50 

a 

8 

00 

Richmond 

- 

- 

8 

25 

a 

9 

00 

Pittsburg 

- 

- 

— 

— 

a 

5 

00 

Troy,  N.  Y.  - 

- 

- 

8 

25 

a 

8 

50 

Detroit,  Mich. 

- 

- 

9 

50 

a 

10 

00 

Baltimore 

- 

- 

8 

00 

a 

9 

00 

Erie,  Pa. 

- 

_ 

8 

00 

a 





Philadelphia 

- 

- 

7 

50 

a 

7 

75 

Alexandria 

- 

- 

7 

50 

a 

8 

00 

Wilmington  Del. 

- 

- 

— 

— 

a 

7 

75 

Halifax,  N.  S. 

- 

- 

10 

00 

a 

11 

00 

Boston 

- 

- 

8 

37 

a 

8 

50 

Portland,  Me. 

- 

8 

00 

a 

8 

37 

The  supply  of  flour. 

The 

following  arti- 

cle,  from  the  Louisville  advertiser  of  the  13th  inst. 
is  not  without  interest. 

The  supply  of  flour.  A business  man  of  this  city 
makes  the  following  remarks  in  reply  to  a very 
lengthy  article  that  recently  appeared  in  the  Balti- 
more American,  purporting  to  be  an  estimate  of 
the  quantity  of  flour  on  hand  in  the  United  States 
on  the  1st  of  January  last: 

“By  whatever  motive  the  writer  of  that  state- 
ment may  have  been  influenced,  I care  not;  but  I 
will  venture  to  express  the  opinion  that  his  esti- 
mate is  exceedingly  incorrect.  Even  were  it 
otherwise,  it  furnishes  no  reasonable  or  secure 
data,  on  which  intelligent  dealers  would  think  of 
basing  operations.  Those  who  wish  to  act  on  a 
satisfactory  view  of  the  market  for  bread  stuffs 
will  not  confine  their  inquiries  to  the  real  or  sup- 
posed stock  of  flour  on  hand.  They  will  go  far- 
ther back  and  endeavor  to  ascertain  the  number  of 
bushels  of  wheat  withheld  from  market  by  the 
farmers  in  the  regions  of  country  that  supply  the 
principle  depots. 

“In  the  statement  alluded  to,  the  stock  of  flour 
in  Louisville,  on  the  1st.  ult.,  was  put  down  at 
4,000  barrels.  On  that  day  the  writer  of  this 
knows  there  were  not  1,000  barrels  in  the  place. 
There  was  scarcely  a sufficient  quantity  to  supply 
the  immediate  local  demand,  much  less  a stock  for 
exportation.  Farmers  are  as  watchful  of  their  in- 
terests as  any  other  class  of  men;  and,  when  they 
find  the  products  of  their  labor  depressed  in  price, 
they  hold  them  back  in  order  to  produce  a demand 
for  them  and  thereby  obtain  enhanced  prices. 
Hence,  since  the  fall  in  the  price  of  flour,  our  mills 
have  not  been  loaded  with  grain — the  supply  has 
been  limited,  though  the  crop  was  ample,  and  the 
stock  in  the  country  is  known  to  be  abundant. 

“It  is  more  than  probable  the  recent  importa- 
tions of  foreign  grain  into  N.  York  were  ordered  in 
consequence  of  such  fallacious  statements  as  that  I 
have  just  noticed,  which  are  evidently  calculated 
to  produce  erroneous  apprehensions  of  a scarcity 
of  flour,  and  prompt  men  to  engage  in  ruinous 
speculations.” 

The  foregoing  remarks  are,  we  believe,  worthy 
of  grave  consideration.  We  are  very  confident 
the  writer  is  correct  in  supposing  that  the  stock  of 
wheat  arid  flour  together  is  abundant. 

Connf.cticut.  The  number  of  banks  in  this 
state, ' is  thirty-one — besides  three  branches. 
Litchfield  county  has  only  a branch  of  the  Phe- 
nix  of  Hartford — that  county  never  having  obtain- 
ed a charter  for  banking.  The  banks  are  divided 
in  the  different  counties  as  follows: 

Hartford  county,  five — capitals  paid  in  $3,417, 
680.  New  Haven  "county,  five — capitals,  1,938, 
920.  New  London  county,  ten — capitals,  1,628, 
531  50.  Fairfield  county,  four — capitals,  658, 
940.  Windham  county,  three — capitals,  241, 

990.  Middlesex  county,  three — capitals,  705, 

630.  Tolland  county,  one — capital  60,000, 
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Total  of  banking  capitals  in  the  state  $6,744,697 
50 — nearly  one  half  of  which  is  located  in  the  city 
of  Hartford. 

In  March,  1837,  the  circulation  of  all  these  banks 
was  $2,998,325 — and  if  the  process  of  curtailment 
of  their  circulation  has  been  going  on  in  other  parts 
of  the  state,  as  it  has  here,  which  we  suppose  is 
the  case,  the  amount  of  circulation  of  the  Connec- 
ticut banks  will  but  little,  if  any,  exceed  $1,000,- 
000.  Their  specie  in  March,  was  over  $400,000, 
and  the  amount  when  they  suspended  specie  pay- 
ments must  have  been  greater — probably  half  a 
million.  So  that  they  now  present,  taken  as  a 
body,  the  highly  favorable  situation  of  having  about 
one  dollar  in  specie,  to  every  two  dollars  of  bills 
in  circulation.  Several  of  them  have,  it  is  believ- 
ed, more  specie  in  their  vaults  than  they  have  bills 
in  circulation.  Some  of  the  banks  in  this  state  are 
issuing  small  bills,  under  the  law  passed  at  the  last 
session  of  the  legislature.  They  are,  of  course, 
payable  on  demand  in  specie. 

[ Middletown  Sentinel. 

An  official  document  recently  transmitted  to  con- 
gress from  the  treasury  department,  contains  the 
following  list  of  present  deposite  banks,  and  the 
amounts  on  deposit  to  the  credits  of  the  treasurer, 
in  cash,  by  the  last  returns: 

People’s  bank,  Nov.  35,  1837,  $S,526  76 

Brooklyn  bank,  Nov.  25,  J837,  84,154  52 

Planter’s  bank  of  Georgia,  November 

22,  1837,  29,375  00 

Insurance  bank  of  Columbus, 

Louisville  savings  institution,  Nov. 

25,  1837,  20,495  48 

Bank  of  the  state  of  Missouri,  Nov. 

13,  1837,  167,382  79 

Indian  population.  It  appears  from  a com- 
munication of  quarter  master  general  Cross,  made  to 
the  wrnr  department,  and  now  recently  published, 
that  the  number  of  Indians  east  of  the  Mississippi, 
is  47,365 

Number  of  Indians  who  have  emigrated 

from  east  to  west  side,  51,327 

Number  of  indigenous  tribes,  231,806 


Aggregate,  _ 332,498 

It  is  estimated  by  Mr  Harris,  the  Indian  com- 
missioner, that  these  Indians  can  bring  into  the 
field  rising  sixty-six  thousand  warrior's,  that  is, 
when  emigration  is  completed,  and  they  choose  to 
coalesce. 

To  resist  such  a coalition,  general  Cross  thinks  a 
force  of  7,000  men  would  be  necessary  on  the  west- 
ern frontier,  distributed  thus: 


Fort  Snelling, 

300  men. 

Fort  Crawford, 

300  do. 

Upper  forks  ol  the  Des  Moines, 

400  do. 

Fort  Leavenworth, 

1200  do 

Fort  Gibson, 

1500  do. 

Fort  Towson, 

800  do. 

The  8 posts  of  refuge  proposed, 

800  do. 

The  protection  of  the  4 depots, 

200  do. 

Jel.  barracks  as  a corps  of  reserve, 

1000  do. 

Total, 

7,000  men. 

The  Virginia  banks.  The  Richmond  Whiv 
says  that  the  committee  of  the  legislature  of  Vir° 
ginia,  appointed  to  investigate  the  affairs  of  the 
banks  of  that  state,  have  reported  that  the  banks 
are  undoubtedly  solvent,  and  accompanied  their  re- 
pot t with  a bill  for  the  relief  of  those  institutions 
The  following  is  the  substance  ol  the  bill. 

The  bill  provides  for  repealing  so  much  of  the 
existing  laws  as  operate  a forfeiture  of  the  charters 
of  the  banks  for  failing  to  redeem  their  notes  in 
specie;  and  so  much  of  the  same  law  as  requires 
said  banks  to  pay  higher  damages  or  rate  of  inte- 
rest than  six  per  cent,  for  such  failure. 

It  also  remits  any  forfeiture  which  may  have 
been  already  incurred,  and  renews  the  charters  of 
the  banks  in  all  respects — reserving  to  the  general 
assembly  the  right  to  re-enact  the  suspended  pro- 
visions. 

The  notes  of  the  banks  to  be  continued  to  be  re- 
ceived in  payment  of  public  dues;  and  the  depos- 
ltes  of  the  revenue  to  be  made  as  heretofore,  in  the 
bank  of  Virginia,  and  the  Farmers’  bank  of  Virginia. 

The  prohibition  of  the  issue  of  notes  tinder  $10 
is  suspended;  but  no  notes  to  be  issued  under  the 
denomination  of  $5. 

The  banks  to  make  no  dividend  after  a fixed  day, 
unless  specie  payment  be  resumed  by  them;  and  if 
t h ey  fail  to  pay  specie  thereafter,  then  ten  percent, 
damages  to  be  imposed  and  recovered. 

It  is  further  provided,  that  if  the  banks  do  re- 
sume specie  payment  after  the  day  fixed,  they  shall 
forfeit  and  pay  to  the  literary  fund,  the  'whole 
amount  of  profits  over  and  above  five  per  cent,  per 


annum,  accruing  from  and  after  that  day,  during  the 
period  of  such  suspension:  Provided,  however,  that 
if  the  principal  banks  in  New  York,  Philadelphia, 
and  Baltimore  shall  not  have  resumed  specie  pay- 
ments before  the  date  aforesaid,  the  legislature 
pledges  itself  to  remit  the  forfeiture  aforesaid. 

Mail  robberies— Arrests.  We  learn  from  the 
Cincinnati  Republican  that  the  great  northern  mail, 
from  Columbus  to  Toledo,  was  robbed,  it  is  suppos- 
ed, near  Lyme,  Huron  county,  Ohio.  Both  the 
mail-bags  were  cut  open.  The  amount  of  loss  sus- 
tained has  not  yet  been  ascertained.  Upon  the 
arrival  of  the  mail  at  Lyme  outlie  1st  inst., 
the  postmaster  of  that  office,  (Mr.  Lyman  Strong,) 
with  great  promptitude,  instituted  an  investi- 
gation, and  strong  suspicions  resting  upon  a 
man  named  Houck,  who  was  a passenger  in  the 
stage,  he  forthwith  went  in  pursuit  of  him.  He 
overtook  and  arrested  him  at  Granville,  and  brought 
him  to  Columbus  on  the  morning  of  the  4th  inst., 
where  he  vims  fully  committed  for  trial. 

On  the  26th  ult.,  the  postmaster  of  Kingsville, 
Ashtabula  county,  Ohio  (Stephen  Munger,)  and 
Ibis  son,  Harrison  Munger,  were  arrested  by  Mr. 
| Lames  Brown,  one  of  the  agents  of  the  post  office 
■ department,  on  suspicion  of  robbing  from  the  mail. 
They  were  committed,  and  will  receive  their  trial  at 
the  next  session  of  the  U.  S.  Court  to  be  held  in 
Columbus,  in  May  next. 

It  is  stated  that  ten  persons  including  those  men- 
tioned above  have  been  arrested  in  Ohio  alone, 
within  the  last  two  months,  for  depredations  on  the 
mails. — Alexandria  Gazette.. 

FromPf.ru.  The  following  is  an  extract  from 
a letter  received  by  a gentleman  in  Salem,  (Mass.) 
dated  “Lima,  Oct.  5,  1837:  We  have  just  received 
information  that  the  long  talked  of  expedition  from 
Chili  is  on  our  coast.  It  sailed  from  Valparaiso  on 
the  16th  ultimo — 3400  men,  700  horses,  and  24 
transports.  A more  foolish  and  hopeless  expedi- 
tion was  never  fitted  out.  It  must  end  in  ruin  to 
Chili,  and  cause  great  distress  to  Peru.  On  the 
24th  ult.  18  of  the  vessels  were  seen  in  front  of 
Arica.  No  attempt  was  made  to  land.  Peru  has 
from  10  to  12,000  troops,  and  so  stationed  that 
5000  men  can  be  united  at  any  point  on  the  coast 
in  ten  days,  We  have  within  ten  leagues  of  Lima, 
4000  good  troops,  and  they  could  at  any  time  be 
brought  to  the  city  in  six  hours.  I have  no  fears 
for  the  capital.” 

From  Port-au-Prince.  Capt.  St.  John,  of  the 
brig  Panope,  at  New  York  in  10  days  from  Port- 
au-Prince,  informs  the  editors  of  the  Journal  of 
Commerce  that  the  French  fleet  had  not  yet  ar- 
rived, but  was  momentarily  expected.  A French 
brig  of  war  entered  the  port  the  same  morning  that 
the  Panope  came  out.  Also,  the  United  States 
corvette  Boston.  The  object  of  the  French  fleet  is 
to  enforce  the  fulfilment  of  the  treaty  of  indeinity, 
which  the  Haytiens,  after  payingone  or  two  instal- 
ments. have  found  too  onerous  for  their  comfort. 

Liberation  of  mr.  greely.  We  stated  in 
the  last  “Register”  that  Mr.  Greeley  had  been 
liberated.  Gov.  Kent,  of  Maine,  has  communica- 
ted to  the  legislature,  the  following,  as  the  official 
account  of  his  (Greeley’s)  liberation,  which  was 
brought  about  by  the  intercession  or  remonstrance 
of  Mr.  Stephenson,  at  the  court  of  St.  James. 

To  Edw’ard  W.  Miller,  esq.  high  sheriff  of  the 

county  of  York,  and  keeper  of  the  jail  of  the 

said  county. 

Whereas,  Ebenezer  S.  Greeley,  a foreigner  and 
citizen  of  the  United  States  of  America,  stands 
committed  to  your  custody  by  my  warrant,  bear- 
ing date  the  sixth  day  of  September,  1837,  as  the 
agent  of  a foreign  state,  in  committing  an  act  of 
aggression  on  a part  of  the  territory  in  the  pos- 
session and  under  the  jurisdiction  and  government 
of  this  province,  and  the  said  Greely  by  my  said 
warrant  was  so  committed  until  the  further  order 
of  the  lieutenant  governor  or  commander-in  chief 
of  this  province  for  the  time  being,  should  be  given 
according  to  her  majesty’s  pleasure;  and  whereas 
it  having  been  made  to  appear  to  me  that  the  offence 
for  which  the  said  Greeley  was  so  committed  will 
no  longer  be  persisted  in:  these  are  to  charge,  au- 
thorise, and  command  you,  the  said  Miller,  as  such 
high  sheriff  and  keeper  of  the  gaol  of  the  said 
county  of  York,  forthwith  to  discharge  him,  the 
said  Greeley,  out  of  your  custody. 

Wm.  F.  Odell. 

I herew’ith  communicate  for  your  consideration, 
a letter  received  from  E.  S.  Greeley,  and  also  a 
copy  of  the  order  of  hi3  discharge,  as  certified  by 
him.  This  language  of  the  lieutenant  governor  in 


relation  to  the  possession,  jurisdiction,  and  govern- 
ment of  the  disputed  territory  by  New  Brunswick, 
is  not  perhaps  otherwise  important  than  as  addi- 
tional evidence  that  absolute  and  exclusive  juris- 
diction is  claimed  and  insisted  on.  I will  only 
add,  that  no  communication  from  me,  or  any  action 
of  the  executive  department  authorized  the  ex- 
pression, “that  the  offence  for  which  the  said  Gree- 
ley was  so  committed,  will  no  longer  be  persisted 
in.”  E.  Kent. 

Surrender  of  the  bambers.  We  regret  to 
hear  that  governor  Marcy  has  concluded  to  surren- 
der to  the  British  government  the  two  men,  lather 
and  son,  charged  with  having  fired  a gun  in  the  posse 
in  Ireland  on  a collection  lor  rent,  in  which  a ser- 
geant of  police  was  killed.  We  are  quite  sure  that 
this  result  creates  regret  even  among  the  British 
agents  in  this  city,  whose  duty  it  was  to  claim  the 
surrender,  but  who  never  believed  that  it  would  or 
could  be  done.  We  ask  for  the  law,  for  the  trea- 
ty, for  the  power  which  induced  governor  Marcy 
to  give  up  to  the  British  authorities  two  persons 
who  had  resided  here  nearly  ten  years!  We  know 
that  there  is  an  understanding  between  the  authori- 
ties of  Canada  and  this  state  to  deliver  fugitives 
from  justice  reciprocally;  this  is  proper,  because  a 
mere  boundary  line  divides  us,  but  are  we  bound 
by  any  consideration  of  duty,  by  our  laws,  by  the 
spirit  of  the  government,  to  surrender  Irishmen 
who,  from  the  unhappy  disputes  in  that  oppressed 
country,  have  committed  crimes  and  have  taken 
refuge  here? 

It  will  be  recollected  that  the  old  man  and  his 
sons  were  defending  their  house  which  was  as- 
sailed by  an  armed  posse,  and  that  he  did  not  fire 
the  gun  which  killed  the  police  man,  if  he  fired  it 
at  all,  until  one  of  his  sons  was  killed  at  his  side 
from  a shot  without.  Since  their  arrival  in  tnis 
city,  their  conduct  has  been  that  of  quiet  indus- 
trious men.  Nothing  appears  against  them  here, 
and  they  are  transported  from  this  free  country  to 
be  tried  and  probably  suffer  death  for  this  unfortu- 
nate act  of  self  defence. 

At  all  events  we  hope  a petition  will  be  got  up 
addressed  to  the  British  government  and  signed  by 
the  citizens  of  this  city,  recommending  them  to 
mercy,  which,  we  are  sure,  the  American  minister 
in  London  will  take  pleasure  to  present  to  the 
queen;  and  we  further  trust  that  no  American  ship 
will  consent  to  take  out  these  unfortunate  prison- 
ers. These  are  not  the  days  of  prison  ships  in  our 
borders. — ■ N . Y.  Star. 

American  gipsies.  Gipsies  are  known  in  all 
countries  in  Europe — an  idle  vagabond  race,  with- 
out settled  homes,  living  by  theft,  beggary,  and 
fortune  telling,  and  the  mpriding  of  pots  and  ket- 
tles. They  are  of  uncertain  origin,  but  show  the 
same  characteristic  marks,  wherever  they  are  found. 
No  attempts  have  hitherto  succeeded  in  reducing 
the  gipsies  of  Europe  to  the  habits  of  civilized  life. 
It  has  been  supposed  that  none  ol' this  singular  race 
exist  in  America,  where,  in  our  woods  and  wilder- 
ress,  their  wandering  propensities  might  have  had 
double  space  for  exercise.  Yet,  in  fact,  there  is 
a colony  of  gipsies,  who  were  brought  to  America 
by  the  French,  in  early  times,  and,  whose  posteiity 
now  live  and  flourish  on  the  shores  of  Biloxibay, 
in  Louisiana.  A philosopher,  contemplating  the 
points  of  similarity  between  the  European  gipsy 
and  the  American  Indian,  both  untameable — one 
the  wild  man  of  civilized  countries,  and  the  other 
of  the  forest — might  have  imagined  that  the  two 
races  would  at  once  have  mingled,  and  the  gipsy 
have  found  a home  in  the  Indian  wigwam.  On 
the  contrary,  ever  since  their  settlement  on  this 
side  of  the  Atlantic,  gipsies  appear  to  have  thrown 
off  their  hereditary  characteristics.  No  difference 
can  be  perceived  between  them  and  other  descend- 
ants of  French  colonists,  except  in  personal  ap- 
pearance; their  complexion^  is  much  darker,  and 
ilieir  hair  is  coarse  and  straight.  They  still  call 
themselves  gipsies  or  Egyptians,  but  are  indus- 
trious, orderly  in  their  habits,  and  retain  nothing 
of  their  ancestry,  except  the  name. 

An  unenviable  situation.  On  Thursday 
morning  last,  soon  after  two  masons  had  gained 
the  top  of  the  chimney,  (upwards  of  60  yards 
high,)  now  being  finished  at  the  new  saw-mill,  by 
some  misfortune  the  ropes  connected  with  the 
blocks  by  which  the  materials  were  raised  to  the 
workmen,  broke;  and  as  it  was  only  by  the  same 
rope  that  the  workmen  could  be  enabled  to  descend 
from  this  perilous  eminence,  it  will  be  easily  con- 
ceived that  their  situation  was  by  no  means  an  en- 
viable one.  Various  means  were  attempted  to  get 
a line  within  their  reach,  by  the  help  of  a kite, 
and  by  other  plans.  At  length  3 o’clock  in  the  af- 
ternoon had  arrived,  and  the  three  poor  fellows 
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were  still  roosting  at  their  lawful  elevation,  when 
a distressed  woman,  wife  to  one  of  the  unfortu- 
nates, had  the  joyful  felicity  to  remember  that  her 
husband  had  on  a new  pair  of  knit  stockings. 
“Use  your  knife,”  she  cried  out,  “and  cut  off  the 
toe  of  your  stocking,  continue  the  ravelling  until 
you  get  a length  Sufficient  to  reach  the  earth,  then 
attach  a stone  to  it  to  sink  it  here..”  The  man 
obeyed  the  oracle,  as  many  have  done,  and  in  a 
short  time  he  had  a length  of  worsted  long  enough 
to  reach  the  ground,  which  he  let  down.  Well, 
the  next  business  was  to  tie  the  worsted  to  a thin 
cord,  which  the  men  drew  up,  and  the  original 
rope  for  the  block  having  been  fastened  to  the 
cord,  it  was  also  drawn  up,  and  by  the  men  so  ad- 
justed as  to  enable  them  with  safety  to  descend  to 
terra  firma.  We  are  sure  that  great  credit  is  due 
to  the  woman  for  the  way  in  which  she  improved 
a lucky  thought,  and  those  persons  who  may  per- 
chance be  subjected  to  a similar  disaster  to  the  one 
which  befell  these  three  men,  should  take  care 
above  all  things  never  to  forget  the  value  of  knit 
stockings  in  such  an  emergency. 

[ Preston , Eng.  Pilot. 


Statement 

of  the  araou 

nt  of  tolls  received 

on 

the  several  canals  of  New  York, 

in  each  year,  from 

the  1st 

day  of  January,  1820, 

to  the  1st  day 

of 

January 

1838. 

Years. 

Erie 

and  Champlain  canals.  Total.” 

1820, 

5,437 

34 

5,437 

34 

1821, 

14,3S8 

47 

14,388 

47 

1822, 

64,072 

40 

64,072 

40 

1823, 

152,958 

33 

152,958 

33 

1824, 

340,761 

07 

340,761 

07 

1825, 

566,112 

97 

566,112 

97 

1826, 

762,003 

69 

762,003 

60 

1827, 

859,058 

43 

859,058 

48 

1828, 

835,407 

28 

835,444 

65 

1829, 

795,054 

52 

813,137 

45 

1830, 

1,032,599 

13 

1,056,822 

12 

1831, 

1,194,610 

40 

1,223,801 

98 

1S32, 

1,195,804 

23 

1,229,483 

47 

1833, 

1,422,695 

22 

1,463,715 

22 

1834, 

1,294,649 

66 

1,339,799 

56 

1835, 

1,492,811 

59 

' " 1,548,972 

39 

1836, 

1,556,269 

.37 

1 ,614,680 

38 

1837, 

1,239,052 

49 

1,293,129 

80 

$14,823,746 

64 

$15,191,879 

68 

*The 

other 

canals  in  the 

state  besides  the  E 

lie 

and  Champlain,  are  the  Oswego,  the  Cayuga  and 
Seneca,  the  Chemung,  the  Crooked  Lake,  and  the 
Chenango.  All  these,  as  well  as  the  Erie  and 
Champlain,  are  included  in  the  columns  of  “total.” 
[Eds.  Jour.  Com. 

Ohio  common  schools.  We  have  been  favored 
with  a copy  of  the  first  annual  report  of  the  super- 
intendent of  these  schools,  which  we  find  upon 
examination,  to  be  a very  able  and  satifactory  do- 
cument. The  legal  foundation  of  common  schools 
in  this  state  is  laid  in  the  ordinance  of  congress 
providing  for  the  government  of  the  northwestern 
territory,  of  which  Ohio  formed  a part,  in  the  third 
article  of  which  are  these  words:  “Religion,  mo- 
rality, and  knowledge,  being  necessary  to  good  go- 
vernment and  the  happiness  of  mankind,  schools, 
and  the  means  of  education  shall  forever  be  en- 
couraged.” The  bill  of  rights,  in  the  constitution 
of  the  state,  carries  out  the  same  sentiment.  But 
congress  laid  the  foundation  of  these  schools  in  the 
soil  itself,  by  consecrating  one-thirty-sixth  part  of 
it  forever,  to  their  support.  The  first  law  of  the 
state,  assessing  a school-tax  in  1825,  is  generally 
considered  as  the  commencement  of  the  system. 
The  tax,  which  was  at  first  but  half  a million  the 
dollar,  has  gradually  risen  to  a mill  and  a half,  and 
power  is  given  to  increase  it  by  townships,  and 
some  have  done  so.  Common  schools  have  by 
these  means  been  extensively  established. 

No  correct  idea  can  be  given  of  the  system  of  in- 
struction adopted,  every  variety,  from  the  best  to 
the  worst,  being  found  in  them.  Complaints  are 
every  where  made  that  good  teachers  cannot  be 
obtained.  The  truth  is,  that  teachers,  as  well 
as  others,  will  generally  be  governed  by  self-inter- 
est, and,  unless  their  emoluments  bear  some  propor- 
tion to  the  talents  and  labor  required,  suitable, 
qualified  teachprs  need  not  be  expected.  The 
schools  (says  the  superintendent)  must  furnish 
permanent  employment  to  their  teachers,  and  pro- 
per salaries  be  provided  for  them,  and  then  there 
will  be  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  suitable  charac- 
ters to  fill  these  trusts.  Convenient  school-houses 
and  both  male  and  female  teachers  must  be  every 
\ydiere  provided,  so  that  every  child,  whether  rich 
or  poor,  shall  be  freely  educated  on  equal  terms, 
and  neither  expense  nor  labor  be  spared  to  effect 
the  object.  That  the  system  will  be  costly,  there 


is  no  doubt;  but  ought  it  not  to  be  effected  at  any 
cost?  No  half-way  ineasures  will  do;  the  effort 
must  be  powerful,  simultaneous,  and  worthy  of  a 
great  state. 

A tabular  statement  appended  to  the  superin- 
tendent’s report,  shows  that,  for  the  year  ending 
Oct.  25,  1837,  Ohio  had  in  operation  4,336  pub” 
lie  common  schools,  and  2,175  private,  and  that 
the  former  were  attended  by  107,845  scholars, 
and  the  latter  by  42,557.  That  the  number  of  their 
school  houses  is  4,378,  and  their  value  is  estimated 
at  $513,973.  [Nat.  Intelligencer . 

Maine  state  prison.  The  whole  number  of 
convicts  in  the  state  prison  at  Thomaston  is  77 — of 
whom,  17  are  employed  in  the  lime  quarry,  and  44 
in  shoemaking.  The  granite  business  has  been 
discontinued,  and  the  lime  making  substituted,  by 
anew  method  introduced  by  the  warden.  In  con- 
sequence of  the  small  demand  for  lime,  and  its  low 
price  at  the  present  time,  the  kiln  was  not  put  into 
operation  until  late  in  August.  The  business  was 
then  continued  for  about  four  months,  by  the  pro- 
cess called  the  perpetual  kiln,  and  in  that  period 
4800  casks  ol  lime  were  made.  Hard  coal  is  used 
in  the  process.  All  the  labor,  includingthe  manu- 
facture of  the  casks,  is  performed  by  the  convicts, 
assisted  only  by  an  overseer  in  each  department! 
The  warden,  Mr.  O’Brien,  in  this  respect,  suggests 
the  following  improvements  in  the  method  of  carry- 
ing on  the  business: 

One_  method  for  obtaining  an  additional  advan- 
tage might  be  to  erect  kilns  on  the  side  of  the  quarry 
near  the  prison  buildings,  and  to  secure  the  heat 
which  passes  off  from  the  kilns,  and  conduct  it  by 
means  ot  pipes  to  warm  the  cells  and  work  shops; 
it  might  also  be  applied  to  the  purposes  of  cooking! 
Such  an  arrangement  would  affect  the  savins  of' 
fuel.  Another  plan  would  be  to  erect  kilns”  at 
the  prison  wharf.  Then  by  removing  the  surplus 
earth  which  covers  an  inexhaustible  quantity  of 
lime  rock,  within  a few  rods  of  the  wharf,  a gentle 
slope  would  be  formed,  on  which  the  gravity  of  a 
loaded  car,  moving  from  the  quarry  to  the  kilns, 
would  return  the  light  one  back  from  the  kilns  to 
the  quarry.  The  coal  for  burning  could  be  landed 
from  the  vessel  on  the  wharf,  and  the  lime  would 
be  already  on  the  wharf  as  it  came  out  of  the  kiln. 
This  business,  when  under  way,  and  properly  man- 
aged, would  save  all  the  expense  of  team  labor. 

[ Boston  Gazette. 

James  Garnett,  esq.  of  Essex  county,  Vir- 
ginia, a gentleman  who  has  been  for  many  years 
president  of  the  agricultural  society  of  Fredericks- 
burg, thus  speaks  of  the  passion  for  digging  gold: 

“This  disemboweling  passion  has”produced  re 
suits,  at  least  in  regard  to  the  precious  metals, 
which,  I venture  to  say,  will  greatly  astonish  all 
who  a;e  not  apprised  of  the  facts  which  I am  now 
about  to  disclose  to  you.  I give  the  statement  from 
the  sessions  acts  since  1832,  having  procured  it 
from  our  first  auditor’s  office.  It  is  a most  curious 
but  painful  disclosure,  and  one  which  I would  wil- 
lingly avoid,  were  it  not  for  my  thorough  convic- 
tion that  it  may  not  only  prove  a very  instructive 
lesson  to  all  who  will  read  it  right,  but  will  convince 
our  agricultural  brethren,  to  a man,  that  our  legis- 
ture,  for  the  last  five  years,  not  content  utterly 
jo  neglect  agriculture,  have  actually  (I  will  not  say 
intentionally)  been  busily  engaged  during  a part  of 
each  session  in  passing  laws  highly  injurious  to  her 
best  interests.  The  effect  has  been  produced  bv 
their  holding  out  the  strongest,  most  alluring  temp- 
tations  tho  draw  from  her  much  of  te  capital  she 
so  greatly  needs,  and  to  divert  it  to  the  most  wild 
and  hazardous  speculations,  thereby  powerfully  ex- 
citing that  passion  for  inordinate  gain,  which  is 
always  sufficiently  rash  and  pernicious  of  itself, 
without  legislative  encouragement  to  stimulate  its 
mischevious  action.  This  our  law-makers  have 
done  to  a fatal  extent,  by  chartering,  since  1832, 
no  less  than  seventy  mining  companies,  thirty- 
seven  of  which  were  incorporated  from  the  13>h 
of  last  January  to  the  30th  of  March!!  In  several 
of  those  charters  the  object  of  pursuit  is  desig- 
nated to  be  gold,  in  others  copper;  while  in  many 
of  them  the  metallic  character  is  not  mentioned  at 
all.  Their  aggregate  capital  is  5,795,043  dollars, 
with  a right  to  increase  it  to  30,000,000  dollars  and 
to  hold  land  amounting  in  the  whole  to  197,000 
acres— a territory  larger  than  either  of  several  of 
of  our  smallest  counties.” 

The  new  recorder.  It  was  announced  in  the 
court  of  sessions  on  Saturday,  that  Robert  PI.  Mor- 
ris. esq.  has  been  appointed  successor  to  the  pre- 
sent recorder  of  this  city,  the  hon.  Richard  Riker, 
whose.  term  of  office  is  on  the  eve  .of  expiring. 
Mr.  Riker  has  held  the  station  for  nearly  twenty- 
three  years. — N.  Y.  Jour.  Com. 


LATEST  FROM  FLORIDA. 

We  have  been  favored  with  the  perusal  of  letters 
from  Florida  of  the  eighth  and  ninth  of  the  present 
month,  from  an  officer  engaged  in  the  arduous  ser- 
vice of  that  region. 

This  gentleman  writes  at  a spot  about  twenty 
miles  south  of  Fort  Jupiter.  He  describes  a diffi- 
cult march  through  briars,  thick  bearded  saw  grass, 
(which  is  strong,  and  from  its  name,  cuts  badly),  in 
black  mud  up  to  the  waist,  and  crossed  where  ten 
Indians  might  defy  a hundred  of  the  best  troops  in 
the  world,  from  the  peculiar  situation  of  the  coun- 
try. He  states  that,  at  the  solicitation  of  a negro 
prisoner,  a talk  was  had  with  the  Indians.  “When 
the  advanced  guard  had  marched  very  near  the  In- 
dians, we  found  them  as  they  always  are,  wdfh  their 
rifles  cocked,  to  fire  upon  us.  When  this  negro 
found  them,  by  a very  different  trail,  the  Indians 
told  him  (whom  at  first  they  were  for  killing)  that  if 
he  was  going  to  do  good,  he  must  stop  the  army, 
and  they  would  then  believe  him.  On  his  making 
his  appearance  the  advanced  guard,  as  also  the  bal- 
ance of  the  army,  halted,  and  general  Jesup,  with 
several  officers,  visited,  or  rather  met  the  Indians. 
They  being  young  warriors  commanded  by  Harijo, 
and  merely  a scouting  party,  stated  that  they  were 
tired  of  the  w'ar,  but  could  not  make  any  terms,  as 
the  chiefs  were  not  there.  They  requested  until 
12  o’clock  today,  (the  Sth),  when  they  would  again 
see  the  general  arid  have  a talk;  and,  while  I am 
writing  general  Jesup,  with  several  officers,  and  a 
force  at  hand  sufficient  to  guard  against  stratagem 
and  surprise  are  now,  in  council  about  half  a mile 
off  and  I hope  something  may  be  done  to  put  an 
end  to  this  almost  interminable  war — interminable, 
1 say,  because,  the  Almighty  has  placed  these  sava- 
ges in  a country  inhabitable  only  by  themselves, 
and  where  Xenophon’s  army  could  not  displace 
them,  so  long  as  they  choose  to  remain.  They 
have  fastnesses  and  hiding  places,  where  they  lie  in 
ambush,  wait  until  we  come  up  fire  upon  the  ad- 
vance, kill  and  wound  and  then  run  off.” 

The  writer  says  there  is  but  one  opinion  as  to  the 
policy  of  permitting  the  Indians  to  remain.  He 
passes  a high  compliment  upon  general  Jesup, 
who,  he  says,  has  done  every  thing  that  man  could 
have  done.  He  adds,  “it  would  have  filled  your 
bosom  with  pleasure  to  have  seen  on  the  day  of  the 
battle,  (atLoctia  Hatchee),  these  men  charge  the 
hammock  and  swim  the  creek,  in  the  face  of  the 
enemy  hid  behind  their  Irecs,  and  amidst  their  fires 
and  savage  yells.  Col.  Z.  Taylor  penetrated  to  the 
west  as  tar  as  possible  but  on  account  of  the  coun- 
try has  been  compelled  to  fall  back,  and  is  now',  I 
believe,  at  Fort  Brooke  or  Bassinger.  An  express 
received  last  night  informs  us  that  one  hundred  and 
thirty,  i icluding  negroes,  men,  women,  and  chil- 
dren, have  gone  into  him.  Among  them  were  for- 
ty-six men  who  bore  arms.” 

“The  clouds  are  gathering  and  indicate  rain, 
which,  should  it  come  will  put  an  end  to  this  cam- 
paign; for  the  ground  where  I am  now  sitting 
would,  with  six  hours  rain,  be  overflowed  some 
inches  deep.'’ 

“7  o’clock  P.  M.  The  general  and  other  offi- 
cers have  returned  from  the  council,  accompaned 
by  Hadjo  (a  cosiderable  character)  and  eight  other 
Seminoles.  They  beg  to  be  permitted  to  regain  a 
small  portion  of  the  country.  They  say  it  is  their 
home— the  home  of  their  fathers;  that  they  were 
born  here,  and  love  the  country,  and  would  not 
leave  it.  The  general  has  consented  that  they  shall 
remain  until  they  hear  from  Washington.  They 
say  they  are  tired  of  fighting;  they  dorit  wish  to 
hurt  the  white  man,  nor  tiouble  any  thing  belong- 
ing to  him.  In  my  opinion,  they  can  be  made 
useful  allies,  instead  of  a daring  foe,  and  would  oc- 
cupy a portion  of  country,  uninhabitable  by  white 
men.  unless  possibly  some  more  degenerate  than 
the  untutored  savage.  These  Indians  are  very 
timid  and  suspicious  for  they  have  been  told  so 
many  falsehoods,  by  mischievous  pprsons,  that  they 
are  very  distrustful.  They  are  not  restrained,  but 
permitted  to  go  out  again.  Two  of  them  stay  in 
our  camp  to  night  from  choice.  They  did  not  bring 
in  their  arms.  To-morrow  they  will  have  another 
talk,  when  something  more  will  be  ascertained. 
Tustogee,  who  commanded  on  the  24th  ult,  was 
here  at  the  taljv,  and  will  probably  come  in  to-mor- 
row.” 

A letter  of  the  9th  says:  “The  general  has  just 

returned  from  the  council,  and  the  Indians  have 
agreed  to  come  in  and  go  to  the  west,  but  they  hope 
the  president  will  permit  them  to  remain  in  this 
country.  They  will  come  to  the  Locha  Hatchee, 
and  I still  express  my  opninon  that  the  policy  of 
the  government  ought  to  be  to  permit  them  to  re- 
main. Our  portion  of  the  army  w'ill  go  westward, 
and  co  operate  with  some  other  division;  though 
the  probability,  is  that  the  rest  of  the  Indians  will 
come  in.”  [Richmond  Whig. 
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DUEL  BETWEEN  MESSRS.  GRAVES  AND 
C1LLEY. 

From  the  Globe  of  Monday  evening,  Ike  26lh  ult. 
STATEMENT. 

Washington  city,  D.  C. 
February  26th,  183S. 

The  following  is  a statement  of  the  facts  of  the 
duel  between  the  honorable  Win  J.  Graves,  ol 
Kentucky,  and  the  honorable  Jonathan  Cilley,  of 
Maine,  as  agreed  upon  by  George  W.  Jones,  and 
Henry  A Wise,  the  seconds  of  the  parties,  com- 
mitted to  writing  between  the  hours  of  1()£  o’clock, 
„ a.  m.  February  25th,  and  12  o’clock,  m.  this  day. 
The  seconds  propose,  first,  to  state  the  correspond- 
ence which  occurred  before  the  challenge,  and 
which  was  communicated  through  others  than 
themselves;  neither  second  having  borne  anv  paper 
or  message,  verbal  or  written,  to  or  from  either  of 
the  principals,  until  Mr.  Wise  bore  the  challenge 
and  Mr.  Jones  bore  the  acceptance.  This  corres- 
pondence, as  it  has  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
seconds,  is  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Mr.  Graves  to  Mr.  Cilley. 

House  of  representatives, 

February  20,  1833. 

In  the  interview  which  I had  with  you  this  morn- 
ing, when  you  declined  receiving  from  me  the  note 
of  col.  J.  W.  Webb,  asking  whether  you  were  cor- 
rectly reported  in  the  Globe  in  what  you  are  there 
represented  to  have  said  of  him  in  this  house  upon 
the  12th  inst,  yon  will  please  say  whether  you  did 
not  remark,  in  substance,  that  in  declining  to  re- 
ceive the  note,  you  hoped  I would  not  consider  it 
in  any  respect  disrespectful  to  me,  and  that  the 
ground  on  which  you  rested  your  declining  to  re- 
ceive the  note  was  distinctly  this:  that  you  could 
not  consent  to  get  yourself  into  personal  difficul- 
ties, with  conductors  ot  public  journals,  lor  what 
you  might  think  proper  to  say  in  debate  upon  this 
floor  in  discharge  of  your  duties  as  a representative 
of  the  people;  and  that  you  did  not  rest  your  ob- 
jection, in  our  interview,  upon  any  personal  objec- 
tions to  col.  Webb  as  a gentleman. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  J.  Graves. 

Hon.  Jonathan  Cilley. 

Mr.  Cilley  to  Mr.  Graves. 

House  of  representatives , 

February  21,  183S. 

The  note  which  you  just  placed  in  my  hands  has 
been  received.  In  reply,  I have  to  state  that  in 
your  interview  with  me  this  morning,  when  you 
proposed  to  deliver  a communication  from  col. 
Webb,  of  the  New  York  Courier  and  Enquirer,  I 
declined  to  receive  it,  because  I chose  to  be  drawn 
into  no  controversy  with  him.  I neither  affirmed 
or  denied  any  thing  in  regard  to  his  character;  but 
when  you  remarked  that  this  course  on  my  part 
might  place  you  in  an  unpleasant  situation,  I stated 
to  yon,  and  now  repeat,  that  I intended  by  the  re- 
fusal no  disrespect  to  you. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Jona.  Cilley. 

Hon.  W.  J.  Graves. 


Mr.  Graves  to  Mr.  Cilley, 

House  of  representatives, 

February  22,  1838. 

Sir:  Your  note  of  yesterday  in  reply  to  mine  of 
that  da'e  is  inexplicit,  unsatisfactory  and  insuffi- 
cient; among  other  things  in  this:  that,  in  your  de- 
clining to  receive  col.  Webb’s  communication,  it 
does  not  disclaim  any  exception  to  him  personally 
as  a gentleman.  I have,  therefore,  to  inquire 
i vhelher  you  declined  to  receive  his  communication,  on 
the  ground  oj  any  personal  exception  to  him  as  a gen- 
tleman or  man  of  honor ? A categorical  answer  is 
expected. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  j.  Graves. 

Hon.  J.  Cilley.  — 

Mr.  Cilley  to  Mr.  Graves. 

House  of  Representatives, 
February,  22,  1838. 

Sir:  Your  note  of  this  date  has  just  been  placed 
in  my  hands.  I regret  that  mine  of  yesterday  was 
not  satisfactory  to  von,  but  I cannot  admit  the  right 
on  your  part  to  propound  the  question  to  which  you 
ask  a categorical  answer,  and  therefore  decline  any 
further  response  to  it. 

Very  respect  fully, 

Jona.  Cilley. 

Hon.  W.  J.  Graves. 

Here  follows  the  first  paper  borne  by  Mr.  Wise. 

Washington  city,  Feb.  23.  1838. 

As  you  have  declined  accepting  a communica- 


tion  which  I bore  to  yon  from  col.  Webb,  and  as 
by  your  note  of  yesterday  you  have  refused  to  de- 
cline on  grounds  which  would  exonerate  me  trom 
all  responsibility  growing  out  of  the  affair,  I am 
left  no  other  alternative  but  to  ask  that  satisfaction 
which  is  recognised  among  gentleman.  My  friend, 
lion.  Henry  a Wise,  is  authorised  by  me  to  make 
the  arrangements  suitable  to  the  occasion, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  J.  Graves. 

Hon.  J.  Cilley. 

Mr.  Wise  states  that  he  presented  the  foregoin; 
challenge  to  Mr.  Cilley,  in  the  parlor  at  Mi- 
Birth’s  boarding  house  a few  minutes  before  12 
o’clock,  m.  on  Friday,  the  23d  instant. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  correspondence,  the 
seconds  propose  to  relate  only  such  fact3  and  cir- 
cumstances as  occurred  within  their  joint  know- 
ledge, after  their  own  participation  in  the  melan- 
choly affair. 

On  the  evening  of  the  23d  instant,  about  the 
hour  of  5 o’clock,  p.  in.  Mr.  Jones,  the  second  of 
Mr.  Cilley,  delivered  to  Mr.  Graves,  in  the  room 
of  Mr.  Wise,  and  in  his  presence,  the  following 
note,  which  was  the  first  paper  borne  by  Mr.  Jones, 
to  wit: 

Washington  city,  23 d Feb.  1838. 
Hon.  IF.  J.  Graves: 

Your  note  of  this  morning  has  been  received 
My  friend,  gen.  Jones,  will  “make  the  arrange- 
ments suitable  to  the  occasion.” 

Your  ob’t  serv’t, 

Jona.  Cilley. 

Immediately  upon  the  presentation  of  the  accept- 
ance of  the  challenge,  Mr.  Graves  retired,  leaving 
Mr.  Jones  witli  Mr.  Wise,  wdio  submitted  to  Mr. 
Wise  the  following  propositions  for  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  meeting,  to  wit: 

Washington,  Feb  23,  1838. 

Sir:  Mr.  Cilley  proposes  to  meet  Mr.  Graves, 
at  such  place  as  may  be  agreed  upon  between  us, 
to-morrow,  at  12  o’clock,  m.  The  weapons  to  be 
used  on  the  occasion  shall  be  rifles;  the  parties 
placed  side  to  side  at  eighty  yards  distance  from 
each  other;  to  hold  the  rifles  horizontally  at  arm’s 
length,  downwards;  the  rifles  to  be  cocked,  and 
triggers  set;  the  words  to  be,  “Gentlemen  are  you 
ready?”  Alter  which,  neither  answering  “No” 
the  words  shall  be,  in  regular  succession,  “Fire — 
one,  two,  three,  four.”  Neither  party  shall  fire, 
before  the  word  “fire”  nor  after  the  word  “four.” 
The  positions  of  the  parties  at  the  ends  of  the  line 
to  be  determined  by  lot.  The  second  of  the  party 
losing  the  position  shall  have  the  givingof  the  word. 
The  dress  to  be  ordinary  winter  clothing,  and  sub- 
ject to  the  examination  of  botti  parties.  Each  par- 
ty may  have  on  the  ground,  besides  his  second,  a 
surgeon  and  two  other  friends.  The  seconds,  for 
the  execution  of  theirrespective  trusts,  are  allowed 
to  have  a pair  of  pistols  each  on  the  ground,  but  no 
other  person  shall  have  any  weapon.  The  rifles  to 
be  loaded  in  the  presence  of  the  seconds.  Should 
Mr.  Graves  not  be  able  to  procure  a rifle  by  the 
time  prescribed,  time  shall  be  allowed  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

Your  very  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  W.  Jones. 

Hon.  Henry  A.  Wise. 


Hr.  Reily’s,  F street,  Feb.  24th,  1838. 

10  o'clock,  a.  m. 

Sir:  1 have  called  at  this  place,  in  conformity 
with  your  note  ol  this  morning,  to  inform  you  that 
Mr.  Graves  has  not  as  yet  been  able  to  procure  a 
rifle  and  put  it  in  order,  and  cannot  be  ready  by  12 
o’clock,  m.  to-day.  He  i3  desirous,  however,  to 
have  the  meeting  to-day,  if  possible,  and  I will  in- 
form you  by  halt  past  12  o’clock,  in.  to-day  what 
time  to  procure  and  prepare  a weapon  he  will  re- 
quire. 

Very  respectfully,  &c. 

Henry  A.  Wise. 

Hon.  George  W.  Jones 

Afterwards,  Mr.  Jones  left  at  Mr.  Wise’s  room 
the  following  note,  to  wit: 

Washington,  10^  a m. 

February  2 4th,  1838 

Sin:  Your  note  dated  at  10  o’clock  to  day  is  re- 
ceived, 

In  reply,  I have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that 
I have  in  my  possession  an  excellent  rifle,  in  good 
order,  which  is  at  the  service  of  Mr.  Graves. 

Very  respectfully,  &c. 

Geo.  W.  Jones. 

Hon.  Henry  A.  Wise. 


About  9 o’clock,  p.  m.  at  Mr.  Jones’  room,  at 
Dowson’s  Mr.  Wise  returned  to  him  the  following 
answer,  to  wit: 

Washington,  Feb.  23d,  1838. 

Str:  The  terms  arranging  the  meeting  between 
Mr.  Graves  and  Mr.  Cilley7',  which  you  presented 
to  me  this  evening  though  unusual  and  objectiona- 
ble, are  accepted;  with  the  understanding  that  the 
rifles  are  to  be  loaded  with  a single  ball,  and  that 
neither  party  is  to  raise  his  wreapori  from  the  down- 
ward horizontal  position  until  the  word  “fire.” 

I will  inform  you.  sir,  by  the  hour  of  11  o’clock, 
a.  in.  to-morrow,  whether  Mr.  Graves  has  been 
able  to  procure  a rifle,  and  consequently  whether 
he  will  require  a postponement  of  the  time  of 
meeting. 

Your  very  obedient  servant, 

Henry  A.  Wise. 

Hon.  Geo.  W.  Jones. 

About  S o’clock,  a.  m.  on  the  24th  inst.  Mr. 
Jones  left  at  Mr.  Wise’s  room  the  following  note, 
to  wit: 

Washington  city,  D.  C. 

February  24,  1838. 

SrR:  I will  receive,  at  doct.  Reily’s  on  F street, 
any  communication  you  may  see  proper  to  make 
me,  until  11  o’clock,  a.  in.  to-day. 

Respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant. 

Geo.  W.  Jones. 

Hon.  H.  A.  Wise. 


Afterwards  Mr.  Jones  sent  to  Mr.  Wise’s  room 
the  following  note,  to  wit: 

Washington, 

Feb.  24,  1838,  11  a.  pi. 

Sir:  Through  the  politeness  of  my  friend,  doct. 
Duncan,  I now  tender  to  you,  tor  the  use  of  Mr. 
Graves,  the  rifle  referred  to  in  my  note  of  1(H,  a. 
m.  this  morning. 

Respectfully, 

Your  ob’t  servant, 
Geo.  W.  Jones. 

Hon.  II.  A.  Wise. 

And  with  this  note  a rifle  and  powder  flask,  and 
balls  were  left  at  Mr.  Wise’s  room. 

After  tlie  reception  of  this  not?  trom  Mr.  Jones, 
Mr.  Wise  called  on  him,  at  Dr.  Reilly’s,  and  in- 
formed Mr.  Jones  that  Mr.  Graves  had  procured  a 
rifle  other  than  that  left  at  his  room  by  Dr.  Duncan, 
and  would  be  ready  lor  the  meeting  at  3 o’clock, 
p.  m.  It  was  then  agreed  that  the  parties  should 
meet  at  the  Anacosta  bridge,  on  the  road  to  Marl- 
borough, in  Maryland,  between  the  hours  of  1^  and 
2£  o’clock,  p.  in.  and  if  either  got  there  first  he 
should  wait  for  the  other,  and  that  they  w ould  thence 
proceed  out  of  the  district.  Accordingly,  the  par- 
ties met  at  the  bridge,  Mr.  Cilley  and  his  party  ar- 
riving there  first,  and  all  proceeded,  about  2 o’clock, 
p.  m.  to  the  place  of  meeting.  On  arriving  at  the 
place,  Mr.  Jones  and  Mr.  Wise  immediately  pro- 
ceeded to  mark  off  the  ground.  They  then  de- 
cided the  choice  of  positions.  Mr.  Wise  won  the 
position,  and  consequently  Mr.  Jones  had  the  giv- 
ing ot  the  word.  At  this  time  Mr.  Jones  was  in- 
formed by  Mr.  Wise  that  two  gentlemen  (Mr.  Cal- 
boon  of  Kentucky  and  Mr.  Hawes  of  Kentucky) 
were  at  some  distance  olf,  spectators,  but  they  si. ould 
not  approach  upon  the  ground.  Mr.  Jones  replied 
that  he  objected  to  their  coming  on  the  ground,  as 
it  was  against  the  articles  of  the  meeting,  but  he 
entertained  for  them  the  highest  respect.  Mr. 
Wise  also  informed  Mr.  Jones  that,  contrary  to  the 
terms,  lie  had  brought  on  the  ground  two  rifles;  that 
if  he  (Mr.  Jones)  required  him  to  do  so,  he  would 
immediately  send  one  of  them  away.  Upon  Mr. 
Jones  finding  that  the  rifle  was  unloaded,  he  con- 
sented that  it  should  remain  in  one  of  the  carriages. 
There  were,  it  is  proper  to  remark,  several  persons 
on  ttie  ground,  (besides  the  hack-drivers  and  the 
two  gentlemen  before  mentioned  at  a distance,) 
who  were  there  without  the  authority  or  consent  of 
either  party  or  their  friends,  as  far  as  is  known 
either  to  Mr.  Jones  or  Mr.  Wise,  and  one  of  these 
persons  was  supposed  to  be  the  owner  of  the  field. 
Shortly  after  the  hour  of  3 o’clock,  p.  m.  the  rifles 
were  loaded  in  the  presence  of  the  seconds;  the  par- 
ties were  called  together;  they  were  fully  instructed 
by  Mr.  Jones  as  to  their  position,  and  the  words 
twice  repeated  to  them,  as  they  would  be,  and  as 
they  were,  delivered  to  them,  in  the  exchange  of 
shots.  After  this  they  were  ordered  to  their  re- 
spective positions,  the  seconds  assumed  their  places, 
and  the  friends  accompanying  the  seconds  were 
disposed  along  the  line  of  fire  to  observe  that  each 
obeyed  the  terms  of  meeting.  Mr.  Jones  gave 
the  words  distinctly,  audibly,  and  in  regular  succes- 
sion. and  tlie  parties  exchanged  shots  w ithout  vio- 
lating in  the  least  a single  instruction.  They  both 
missed.  After  which,  Mr.  Wise  called  upon  the 
friends  generally  to  assemble  and  to  hear  what  was 
to  be  said.  Upon  the  assembling  of  the  friends, 
Mr.  Jones  inquired  of  Mr.  Wise  w hether  his  friend 
(Mr.  Graves)  was  satisfied?  Mr.  Wise  immedi- 
ately said,  in  substance:  “Mr.  Jones,  these  gentle- 
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men  have  come  here  without  animosity  towards 
each  other;  they  are  fighting  merely  upon  a point 
of  honor;  cannot  Mr.  Cilley  assign  some  reason  lor 
not  receiving  at  M r.  Graves’s  hands  col.  Webb’s 
communication,  or  make  some  disclaimer  which 
will  relieve  Mr.  Graves  from  his  position?”  Mr. 
Jones  replied,  in  substance:  “Whilst  the  challenge 
is  impending,  Mr.  Cilley  can  make  no  explana- 
tions.” Mr.  Wise  said,  in  substance:  “The  ex- 
change ot  shots  suspends  the  challenge,  and  the 
challenge  is  suspended  for  the  purpose  of  explana- 
tion.” Mr.  Jones  thereupon  said  he  would  see 
Mr.  Cilley,  and  did  go  to  him.  He  returned,  and 
asked  Mr.  Wise  again:  “Mr.  Wise,  do  I under- 
stand aright  that  the  challenge  is  suspended?”  Mr. 
Wise  answered:  “It  is.”  Mr.  Jones  was  then 
about  to  proceed,  when  Mr.  Wise  suggested  that  it 
was  best,  perhaps,  to  give  the  explanation  or  rea- 
son in  writing.  Mr.  Jones  then  said,  in  substance: 
“Mr.  Wise,  if  you  require  me  to  put  what  I have 
to  say  in  writing,  I shall  require  you  to  put  what 
you  have  said,  or  may  say,  in  writing.”  Mr. 
Wise  replied:  “Well,  let  us  hear  the  explanation 
beforehand,  as  it  may  not  be  necessary  to  put  it  in 
writing.”  Mr.  Jones  then  proceeded,  as  he  now 
thinks,  substantially  to  say:  “I  am  authorized  by 
my  friend,  Mr.  Cilley,  to  say,  that  in  declining  to 
receive  the  note  from  Mr.  Graves,  purporting  to  be 
from  col.  Webb,  he  meant  no  disrespect  to  Mr. 

. Graves,  because  he  entertained  for  him  then,  as 
he  now  does,  the  highest  respect  and  most  kind 
feelings;  but  that  he  declined  to  receive  the  note, 
because  he  chose  not  to  be  drawn  into  any  contro- 
versy with  col.  Webb.”  Mr.  Wise  thinks  this 
answer  to  Mr.  Jones  was,  in  substance,  as  lollows: 

“I  am  authorized  by  my  friend  Mr.  Cilley,  to  say, 
that  in  declining  to  receive  the  note  from  Mr. 
Graves,  purporting  to  be  from  col.  Webb,  he  meant 
no  disrespect  to  Mr.  Graves,  because  he  entertain- 
ed for  him  then,  as  he  does  now,  the  highest  respect 
and  the  most  kind  feelings;  but  lay  friend  refuses 
to  disclaim  disrespect  for  col.  Webb,  because  he 
does  not  choose  to  be  drawn  into  an  expression  of 
opinion  as  to  him.”  Such  is  the  substantial  differ- 
ence now  between  the  two  seconds,  as  to  this 
answer  of  Mr.  Jones.  The  friends  on  each  side, 
with  the  seconds,  then  retired  from  each  other  to 
consult  upon  this  explanation.  After  consultation, 
Mr.  Wise  returned  to  Mr.  Jones,  and  said:  “Mr. 
Jones,  this  answer  leaves  Mr.  Graves  precisely  in 
the  position  in  which  he  stood  when  the  challenge 
was  sent.”  Much  conversation  then  ensued  be- 
tween the  seconds  and  their  friends,  but  no  nearer 
approach  to  reconciliation  being  made,  the  chal- 
lenge was  renewed,  and  another  shot  was  ex- 
changed in  a manner  perfectly  fair  and  honorable 
to  all  parties.  After  this,  the  seconds  and  the 
friends  again  assembled,  and  the  challenge  was 
again  withdrawn,  and  a very  similar  conversation 
to  that  after  the  first  exchange  of  shots  again  en- 
sued. Mr.  Jones  then  remarked:  “Mr.  Wise,  my 
friend,  in  coming  to  the  ground,  and  exchanging 
shots  with  Mr.  Graves,  has  shown  to  the  world, 
that  in  declining  to  receive  the  note  of  col.  Webb, 
he  did  not  do  so  because  he  dreaded  a controversy. 
He  has  shown  himself  a brave  man,  and  disposed 
to  render  satisfaction  to  Mr.  Graves.  I do  think 
that  lie  has  done  so,  and  that  the  mattershould  end 
here.”  To  this,  Mr.  Wise  replied  in  substance: 
“Mr.  Jones,  Mr.  Cilley  has  already  expressed  his 
respect  for  Mr.  Graves  in  the  written  correspondence 
and  Mr.  Graves  does  not  require  of  Mr.  Cilley  a 
certificate  of  character  for  col.  Webb;  he  considers 
himself  bound  not  only  to  preserve  the  respect  due 
to  himself,  but  to  defend  the  honor  of  his  friend, 
col.  Webb.”  These  words  of  Mr.  Wise,  Mr. 
Jones  recollects,  and  Mr.  Wise  thinks  he  added 
the  words:  “Mr.  Graves  only  insists  that  he  has 
not  borne  the  note  of  a man  who  is  not  a man  of 
honor,  and  not  a gentleman.”  After  much  more 
conversation,  and  ineffectual  attempts  to  adjust  the 
matter,  the  challenge  was  again  renewed ; and 
whilst  the  friends  were  again  loading  the  rifles 
for  the  third  exchange  of  shots,  Mr.  Jones  and 
Mr.  Wise  walked  apart,  and  each  proposed  to  the 
other  anxiously  to  settle  the  affair.  Mr.  Wise  ask- 
ed Mr.  Jones  “If  Mr.  Cilley  could  not  assign  the 
reason  for  declining  to  receive  the  note  of  col. 
Webb,  that  he  (Mr.  Cilley)  did  not  hold  himself 
accountable  to  col.  Webb  for  words  spoken  in  de- 
bate?” Mr.  Jones  replied  that  “Mr.  Cilley  would 
not  assign  that  reason,  because  be  did  not  wish  to 
be  understood  as  expressing  the  opinion  whether 
be  was  or  was  not  accountable  for  words  spoken  in 
debate.”  Mr.  Wise  then,  according  to  his  recol- 
lection, asked  Mr.  Jones  whether  “ Mr.  Cilley 
would  not  say,  that  in  declining  to  receive  the  note 
of  col.  Webb,  he  meant  no  disrespect  fo  Mr.  Graves, 
either  directly  or  indirectly?”  To  which  Mr.  Jones 
replied  in  the  affirmative,  adding,  “Mr.  Cilley  en- 
tertains the  highest  respect  for  Mr.  Graves,  but  de- 


clined to  receive  the  note,  because  he  chose  to  be 
drawn  into  no  controversy  with  col.  Webb.  After 
further  explanatory  conversation,  the  parties  then 
exchanged  the  third  shot,  fairly  and  honorably,  as 
in  every  instance.  Immediately  previous  to  the 
last  exchange  of  shots,  Mr.  Wise  said  to  Mr.  Jones, 
“If  this  matter  is  not  terminated  this  shot,  and  is 
not  settled;  I will  propose  to  shorten  the  distance.” 
To  which  Mr.  Jones  replied,  “After  this  shot, 
without  effect,  I will  entertain  the  proposition.” 

After  Mr.  Cilley  fell,  Mr.  Wise,  for  Mr.  Graves, 
expressed  a desire  to  Mr.  Jones  to  see  Mr.  Cilley. 
Mr,  Jones  replied  to  Mr.  Wise,  “My  friend  is 
dead;”  and  went  bn  to  Mr.  Graves,  and  told  him 
that  there  was  no  objection  to  his  request  to  see 
Mr.  Cilley.  When  Mr.  Jones  approached  Mr. 
Graves,  and  informed  him  that  his  request  should 
be  granted,  Mr.  Graves  inquired,  “How  is  he?” 
The  reply  was,  “My  friend  is  dead,  sir.”  Mr. 
Graves  then  went  to  his  carriage.  Mr.  Wise  in- 
quired of  Mr.  Jones,  before  leaving  the  ground, 
whether  he  could  render  any  service,  and  tendered 
all  the  aid  in  his  power.  Mr.  Wise  and  Mr.  Jones 
concur  that  there  were  three  shots  exchanged. 

Such  is  the  naked  statement  of  all  the  material 
facts  and  circumstances  attending  this  unfortunate 
affair  of  honor,  which  we  make  in  justice  to  our 
friends,  to  ourselves,  to  all  concerned,  to  the  living 
and  to  the  dead;  and  it  is  made  for  the  only  purpose 
of  allaying  excitement  in  the  public  mind,  and  to 
prevent  any  and  all  further  controversy  upon  asub- 
ject,  which  already  is  full  enough  of  woe.  We 
have  fully  and  substantially  stated  wherein  we 
agree  and  disagree.  We  cordially  agree,  at  all 
events,  in  bearing  unqualified  testimony  to  the  fair 
and  honorable  manner  in  which  this  duel  was  con- 
ducted. We  endeavored  to  discharge  our  duties 
according  to  that  code  under  which  the  parties  met, 
regulated  by  magnanimous  principles,  and  the  laws 
of  humanity.  Neither  of  us  has  taken  the  least  ex- 
ception to  the  course  of  the  other;  and  we  sincerely 
hope  that  here  all  controversy  whatever  may  cease. 
We  especially  desire  our  respective  friends  to  make 
no  publication  on  the  subject.  None  can  regret 
the  termination  of  the  affair  more  than  ourselves, 
and  we  hope  again  that  the  last  of  it  will  be  the  sig- 
natures of  our  names  to  this  paper,  which  we  now 
affix. 

GEO.  W.  JONES. 

HENRY  A.  WISE. 


THE  ALTON  AFFAIR. 

A brief  notice  that  the  Alton  trials  had  resulted 
in  the  acquittal  of  all  the  parties,  has  been  for  some 
time  travelling  the  rounds  of  our  newspaper  press. 
These  trials  involved  the  riots,  arson,  and  murder 
of  last  November,  at  Alton,  and  such  reports  as  we 
have  seen  are  very  perplexed  and  unsatisfactory. 

In  the  first  case  that  attracted  my  attention,  it 
appeared  that  the  court  disclaimed  jurisdiction. 
From  what  I could  collect,  the  court  was  a newly 
organized  city  tribunal,  which,  with  its  entire  ju- 
risdiction, had  been  created  subsequent  to  the 
transactions  drawn  into  question  before  it.  Hence 
its  disclaimer  of  jurisdiction.  In  that  case,  the 
jury  found  the  deiendantsguilty  of  the  facts  charged, 
and  not  guilty  for  defect  of  jurisdiction  of  the  court. 
To  the  profession,  generally,  this  would  appear  a 
most  anomalous  proceeding,  indicating  a mere 
mockery  of  justice.  Whetherthe  other  cases  were 
brought  on  before  the  same  unauthorized  court,  or 
whether  it  was  rendered  competent  to  try  and  pun- 
ish, we  are  not  advised.  The  parties  implicated 
have  been  subjected  to  the  form  of  trial,  and 
have  got  the  benefits  of  an  acquittal.  It  is  due  to 
the  country  that  these  trials  should  be  better  under- 
stood. 

The  Alton  Telegraph,  edited  by  J.  Baillhache, 
gives  us  a sketch  of  the  trials  which  last  look  place. 
They  appear  to  have  been  had  in  the  municipal 
court.  The  parties  who  defended  the  house  were 
charged  with  a riot  in  one  indictment;  the  assail- 
ants were  charged  with  the  same  offence,  in  another 
indictment.  We  subjoin  the  Telegraph  sketch  of 
this  latter  trial. 

“On  the  part  of  the  people,  it  was  proved  that 
the  press  had  arrived  by  steamboat  a day  or  two 
previous  to  the  7th  of  November,  consigned  to  Mr. 
A.  B.  Roff,  but  was  landed  at  Messrs.  Godfrey  &. 
Gilman’s  warehouse,  where  it  was  stored;  that  said 
warehouse  was  built  by  those  gentlemen  in  1832, 
and  has  been  since  that  time  owned  and  occupied 
by  them,  as  forwarding  and  commission  merchants; 
that,  on  the  afternoon  of  November  7,  one  of  the 
defendants  had  told  the  witness  (II.  H.  West,  esq.) 
that  the  boys  were  going  to  attack  the  warehouse, 
and  that  it  would  cither  be  blown  up  or  burnt,  un- 
less the  press  was  given  up;  and  that  some  of  the 
defendants  Were  in  a company  of  about  twenty-five, 
that  formed  a line  from  a certain  grocery,  swearing 
that  they  would  have  the  press  at  all  hazards.  It 


was  also  proved  that  two  guns  or  pistols  were  fired 
from  the  outside  of  the  warehouse  at  those  within; 
that  showers  of  stones  were  discharged  against  the 
front  of  the  building,  by  which  the  windows  were 
demolished;  that,  during  the  attack,  a man  named 
Bishop  was  shot  from  the  inside  of  the  warehouse; 
that  some  of  the  defendants  were  seen  carrying 
away  his  body,  observing  that  one  of  their  men  had 
bepn  wounded;  that  Mr.  Gillmarr  addressed  the 
crowd  from  the  third  story  of  the  building,  request- 
ing them  to  desist,  and  stating  that  he  was  defend- 
ing his  property,  which  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  do  at 
the  risk  of  his  life;  that  he  was  replied  to  by  one  of 
the  defendants,  as  spokesman  for  the  rest,  who  ob- 
served that  they  were  deterermined  to  destroy  the 
press,  if  it  cost  them  their  lives. 

“It  was  also  proved  by  the  mayor  and  S.  W. 
Robbins,  a justice  of. the  peace,  that  they  identified 
several  ot  the  defendants,  with  arms  in  their  hands, 
declaring  that  they  would  have  the  press;  that  a 
man  was  seen  going  towards  the  warehouse  with 
fire  in  his  hands,  swearing  that  he  would  burn 
down  the  building;  that  a ladder  was  set  up  against 
the  side,  and  the  file  actually  communicated  to  the 
roof;  that  at  this  time  Mr.  West  went  in  with  the 
mayor  to  propose  a capitulation,  by  which  it  was 
stipulated  that  if  those  inside  would  leave  the  ware- 
house and  give  up  the  press,  they  should  not  be  in- 
jured, and  no  other  property  except  the  press  mo- 
lested; that  the  building  was  accordingly  abandon- 
ed by  Mr.  Gilman  and  its  other  defenders,  as  the 
only  means  left  them  to  prevent  its  destruction, 
and  that  of  their  own  lives;  that  they  were  fired 
upon  by  some  of  the  crowd  as  they  retreated;  that, 
upon  their  leaving  the  warehouse,  it  was  imme- 
diately entered  by  some  of  the  defendants,  and 
others;  that  the  press  was  thrown  out  and  demol- 
ished with  a sledgehammer,  &c.  ^ 

“This  constitutes  the  sum  of  the  evidence  ori  the 
part  of  the  prosecution.  On  the  part  of  the  defend- 
ants it  was  proven  by  Mr.  Gillman  that  he  was  not 
the  owners  of  the  press,  and  had  no  further  interest 
in  it  than  the  liability  of  himself  and  partner  for  its 
safe-keeping.  After  argument  by  counsel,  the  case 
was  submitted  to  the  jury,  who  returned  a verdict 
of  not  guilty. 

“Counsel  for  the  people,  F.  B.  Murdoch,  city  at- 
torney, and  Alfred  Cowles,  esqrs.;  for  the  delence, 
U.  F.  Linder,  esq.  attorney  general.” — Cincinnati 
Gazette. 

THE  HON.  MR.  RUGGLES. 

The  following  is  Mr.  Jones’  statement  of  the 
transaction  with  Mr.  Ruggles  in  relation  to  his 
patent  lock. 

Slule  of  New  Jersey,  Essex  county,  to  wit:— Be 
it  remembered  that  on  this  tenth  day  of  February, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  183S,  before  me,  Jacob  L. 
Douglass  one  of  the  juslices  of  the  peace  in  and 
for  the  county  of  Essex  aforesaid  duly  commission- 
ed and  sworn  and  residing  at  the  city  of  Newark, 
in  said  county,  personally  appeared  Henry  C. 
Jones,  of  the  city  of  Newark  aforesaid,  of  full  age, 
who  being  by  me  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  on 
his  oath  deposeth  and  saith:  that  in  the  month  of 
January  last,  he,  this  deponent,  went  to  the  city  of 
Washington,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the 
sufficiency  of  the  specification,  upon  which  a pa- 
tent of  a lock  for  trunks,  bags  &c.  had  been  pre- 
viously granted  to  this  deponent,  and  of  procuring 
a new  patent,  if  the  former  should  prove  insuffi- 
cient, and  also  with  the  view  of  introducing  his 
said  lock  into  more  general  notice,  and  of  procur- 
ing  its  adoption  by  the  post  office  department,  it 
possible. 

That  on  or  about  the  25th  January  last  past,  this 
deponent  applied  to  the  bon.  Henry  L.  Ellsworth, 
commissioner  of  the  patent  office,  at  the  patent 
office  in  the  city  of  Washington,  and  requested  his 
opinion  as  to  the  sufficiency  of  the  specification  on 
which  his  patent  had  been  gi  anted,  and  was  by  him 
referred  to  Dr.  Jones  and  Mr.  Keller,  whom  he 
found  in  a private  apartment  in  die  patent  office, 
known  as  the  secret  archives,  and  also  a third  per- 
son, then  unknown  to  this  deponent. 

That  the  deponent  then  submitted  his  patent  and 
specification,  to  the  three  persons  above  mentioned, 
all  of  whom  concurred  in  declaring  them  to  be  in- 
sufficient; this  deponent  thereupon  inquired  for  a 
competent  person  whom  be  could  procure  to  draw 
a new  and  correct  specification,  when  the  person 
above  alluded  to,  and  who  was  (lien  unknown  to 
this  deponent,  offered  to  draw  a new  specification 
for  the  deponent,  and  on  this  deponent’s  enquiring 
what  would  be  his  charge  for  so  doing,  answered 
that  “he  did  not  know,  perhaps  nothing;  he  would 
see  when  it  was  done.”  This  deponent  then  en- 
quired for  his  address,  and  on  its  being  given, 
learned,  to  his  surprise,  that  he  was  the  bon.  John 
Ruggles,  U.  S.  senator  from  Maine.  This  de- 
ponent by  the  invitation  of  Mr.  Ruggles,  called 
upon  him  at  bis  lodgings,  on  the  evening  ot  that 
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day,  and  also  on  the  evenings  ol'  the  two  succ:  J- 

ins  days,  and  during  those  interviews  had  con- 
siderable conversation  with  Mr.  Haggles  respecting 
the  lock  which  this  deponent  had  invented,  and  for 
which  he  was  desirous  to  obtain  a new  patent. 
In  the  course  of  these  conversations,  Mr.  Ruggles 
spoke  repeatedly  and  strongly  of  the  great  diffi- 
culty of  preparing  specifications  correctly,  and  ol 
the  large  number  of  specifications  that  were  incor- 
rectly made,  and  also  observed  that  lie  was  the 
framer  of  the  present  patent  law,  and  could  there- 
fore prepare  specifications  under  it  better  than  any 
other  person. 

During  the  conversation  above  named,  this  de- 
ponent also  expressed  his  desire  to  procure  the 
adoption  of  his  lock  for  mail  bags,  by  the  post- 
office  department,  and  Mr.  Ruggles  said  he  had 
considerable  influence  with  the  post  office  depart- 
ment, and  proposed  to  this  deponent,  that  it  this 
deponent  would  give  him  an  interest  in  the  profits 
arising  from  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  the  locks, 
he,  (Mr.  R.)  would  use  his  influence  to  procure 
its  adoption  by  the  department.  Mr.  Ruggles  at 
the  same  time  proposed  that  the  assignment  of  in- 
terest in  the  lock  should  be  made  in  the  name  of 
his  (Mr.  Ruggles’)  brother  who  lives  at  Worces- 
ter, Massachusetrs,  and  requested  this  deponent 
not  to  let  it  be  known,  that  he  (Mr.  R.)  had  any 
interest  in  the  lock,  as,  if  known,  it  might  lessen 
his  influence  in  procuring  it  to  be  adopted  by  the 
post  office  department.  Thi3  deponent  objected  to 
making  an  assignment  to  Mr.  Ruggles’  brother, 
without  having  seen  him,  and  Mr.  Ruggles  subse- 
quently, in  one  of  the  committee  rooms  at  the  Capi- 
tol, said  that  he  would  take  the  assignment  in  his 
own  name. 

Several  days  having  elapsed  after  Mr.  Ruggles 
had  undertaken  to  prepare  the  specification,  and 
this  deponent  being  desirous  to  return  home,  and 
to  avoid  the  expense  of  a protracted  stay  at  Wash- 
ington, he  became  urgent  with  Mr.  Ruggles  to 
complete  the  specification,  and  finally,  on  the  first 
day  of  this  present  month,  Mr.  Ruggles  informed 
this  deponent  that  the  specification  was  completed. 
They  accordingly  on  the  same  day,  went  together 
to  the  patent  office  and  after  this  deponent  had  made 
affidavit  to  the  specification  which  Mr.  Ruggles 
had  prepared,  and  this  deponent  had  also  paid  to 
the  proper  officer  the  fees  required  for  securing  a 
new  patent,  he,  this  deponent,  requested  Mr.  Rug- 
gles to  deliver  to  him  the  specification  to  be  de- 
posited with  the  proper  officer  and  also  the  old 
patent  that  he  might  give  it  up  to  be  cancelled, 
which  was  necessary  to  be  done  before  a new  pa- 
tent could  be  obtained,  Mr.  Ruggles  declined  giv- 
ing them  to  the  deponent  alleging  that  he  wished 
to  make  some  alteration  in  the  specification  in 
order  to  render  it  moie  correct,  to  which  the  rie- 
onent  objected  inasmuch  as  it  had  been  sworn  to 
V him  and  therefore  ought  not  to  be  altered.  Mr. 
Ruggles  then  requested  this  deponent  to  retire  with 
him  into  (he  apartment  used  as  a depository  of 
models,  and  there  presented  to  this  deponent  a 
paper  purporting  to  be  a memorandum  of  cove-  I 
nants  and  agreements  between  the  said  John  Rug- 
gles and  this  deponent,  which  he  requested  this 
deponent  to  sign,  and  of  which  the  following  is  a 
true  copy  from  the  original  now  in  the  possession 
of  this  deponent,  omitting  the  erasures — 

“Memorandum  of  covenants  and  agreements 
made  and  entered  into  by  and  between  Henry  C. 
Jone=,  of  Newark,  in  the  state  of  New  Jersey  on 
one  part,  and  John  Ruggles  of  Thomaston,  in  the 
state  of  Maine,  on  the  other  part,  witnesseth,  that 
whereas  the  said  Jones  has  taken  out  a patent  for 
an  improved  lock  for  mail  pouches,  bags,  trunks, 
chests,  &c.,and  the  said  Ruggles  has  become  inter- 
ested by  assignment  in  the  said  patent — Now, 
therefore,  in  consideration  thereof,  the  said  Jones 
claiming  the  special  right,  during  the  term  of  the 
patent,  of  manufacturing  all  said  locks,  which  the 
said  Ruggles,  his  agents  or  assigns,  shall  want,  or 
for  which  he  or  they  may  find  a sale,  the  said  Jones 
for  himself,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  covenants  and 
agrees  to  manufacture  and  deliver  all  said  locks 
which  said  Ruggles,  his  heirs  or  assigns  may  apply 
for,  with  reasonable  promptness  and  despatch:  and 
the  locks  which  said  Ruggles  shall  so  receive,  he 
shall  account  for  and  pay  to  said  Jones,  his  heirs 
or  assigns,  three  fourths  of  the  amount  or  price 
which  he  or  they  shall  receive  or  realize  from 
others  generally.  And  the  said  .Tories  on  his  part, 
for  himself,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  covenants  and 
agrees  to  render  an  account  to  the  said  Ruggles, 
his  heirs  and  assigns,  of  all  said  locks  he,  his  heirs 
or  assigns  shall  dispose  of,  and  pay  to  said  Rug- 
gl  ■«.  his  Iv'irs  or  assigns,  one  fourth  part  of  the 
sums  or  price  received  therefor,  (not,  however, 
being  accountable  for  bad  debts  contracted  in  the 
state  thereof,)  first  deducting  the  expense  of  manu- 
facturing the  same. 


This  deponent  took  the  said  paper,  but  declined  ! 
signing  it  at  the  time'  saying  that  lie  wished  oppor- 
tunity to  examine  it.  Mr.  Ruggles  slrongly  urged 
deponent  to  sign  said  writing,  saying,  among  other 
things,  that  he  had  discovered  an  improvement  of 
the  lock  which  he  would  communicate  to  this  de- 
ponent, if  he  would  sign  the  said  paper,  but  this 
deponent  persisted  in  declining  to  sign  it.  In  the 
course  of  the  conversation  which  then  took  place, 
this  deponent  remarked  that  he  wished  his  lock  to 
stand  on  its  own  merits;  and  to  winch  Mr.  Rug- 
gles replied — “Things  do  not  go  down  here  on 
their  own  merit,  but  by  pulling  the  right  strings, 
and  if  you  will  make  me  interested,  I will  pull  the 
right  string,  otherwise,  I will  have  nothing'  to  do 
about  it,  unless  you  will  sign  the  paper  before  you 
go  home.”  This  deponent  and  Mr.  Ruggles  then 
parted.  Mr.  Ruggles  taking  with  him  the  specifi- 
cation and  the  old  patent;  the  latter,  however,  the 
deponent  succeeded  in  obtaining  from  him  on  the 
evening  of  the  same  day,  and  having  by  the  aid  of 
real  friends,  procured  a new  specification  to  be 
prepared  by  a competent  person,  succeeded  at  last 
in  procuring  a new  patent  without  the  friendly 
offices  and  assistance  of  the  hon.  John  Ruggles,  of 
Thomaston  in  the  state  of  Maine,  and  without 
sacrificing  the  quarter  part  of  his  earnings  for  four- 
teen years  to  come. 

HENRY  C.  JONES, 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  the  day  and  year  first 
above  written  before  me. 

JACOB  L.  DOUGLASS, 
Justice  of  the  peace. 

OFFICIAL— FIRE. 

West  Point,  Feb.  19,  183S. 

Sir:  It  becomes  my  duty  to  inform  you  that  the 
buildings  occupied  by  the  engineering,  chemical, 
and  philosophical  departments,  and  the  library, 
were  consumed  last  night  by  fire.  The  fire  origi- 
nated in  one  of  the  engineering  rooms,  used  on 
Sundays  as  a reading  room,  and  was  not  discover- 
ed until  it  had  so  far  spread  a.s  to  render  all  efforts 
to  extinguish  it  useless. 

In  communicating  this  unfortunate  occurrence 
to  you,  it  is  gratifying  to  have  it  in  my  power  to 
state  that  the  books  of  the  library,  the  philosoph- 
ical instruments,  and  the  chemical  apparatus,  were 
all  saved,  by  the  timely  exertions  of  the  officers 
and  cadets.  Of  course,  many  articles  have  been 
more  or  less  injured  in  the  rapid  manner  in  which 
they  had  to  be  removed,  but  the  loss  will  be  incon- 
siderable, compared  with  the  value  of  property 
exposed.  The  adjutant’s  office  was  immediately 
over  the  room  where  the  fire  originated,  and  I re- 
gret to  inform  you  that  all  the  records  and  papers 
were  destroyed.  I have  been  busy  this  forenoon 
in  having  the  books  and  instruments  secured,  and 
have  occupied  rooms  at  the  hotel  for  that  purpose. 

The  misfortune  will  only  cause  a delay  of  two 
or  three  days  in  the  academic  exercises. 

I have,  sir,  to  request  that  a court  of  inquiry 
may  be  ordered  for  the  purpose  of  investigating 
the  cause  of  the  accident. 

No  time  will  be  lost  in  laying  before  you  the 
extent  of  the  damages  sustained. 

With  the  highest  respect, 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  DE  RUSSEY, 
Lieut,  col.  and  superintendent  M.  A. 
Brig.  Gen.  Charles  Gratiot, 

Chief  Engineer.  U.  S. 

IMPORTANT  FROM  DETROIT. 

From  the  Cleveland  Advertiser . 

The  following  letter  was  received  by  this  morn- 
ing’s mail,  from  a gentleman,  a resident  of  this 
city,  now  in  Detroit,  whose  statements  are  made 
from  personal  observation,  and  may  be  relied  upon 
as  correct: 

. Detroit,  Friday,  Feb.  16. 

As  but  little  intelligence  has  recently  been  found 
in  the  Detroit  journals  as  to  the  progress  of  the  re- 
volution in  Canada,  you  may  be  desirous  of  being 
advised  of  passing  events  upon  this  portion  of  the 
frontier.  I have  just  passed  from  Lower  Sandusky 
to  this  city,  and  have  collected  all  the  information 
as  to  the  plans,  the  strength  of  the  patriots,  and  also 
the  means  of  resistance  with  which  they  are  to  be 
opposed  by  the  provincial  government.  A profound 
silence  is  attempted  to  be  maintained  here  as  to 
the  offensive  movements  of  the  patriots;  so  much 
so,  indeed,  that  by  many,  even  here,  the  enterprise 
is  supposed  to  be  abandoned;  and  were  I not  satis- 
fi  'd  that  a decisive  blow  will  be  struck  before  you 
shall  have  received  this  letter,  I should  not  feel  at 
liberty  to  address  yon  on  the  subject. 

Gen.  Van  Rensselaer  is  here  in  person,  though 
he  appears  only  “incog.,”  and  Southerland  and 
1 Freeland  are  also  here,  andDuncombe  and  McKen- 


zie arc  supposed  to  be  here.  The  militia  have  been 
older,  d out,  iinder  tile  command  of  gen.  Brady,  io 
maintain  the  stipulated  neutrality  between  the 
United  States  government  and  that  of  the  Canadas; 
but  general  B.,  finding  their  sympathies  so  strongly 
in  favor  of  the  patriot  cause  was  obliged  to  dis- 
charge them.  The  only  force,  therefore,  now  en  • 
gaged  in  this  service  is  a company  of  the  United 
States  troops,  sent  from  Biiit'alo  by  general  Scott, 
which  is  stationed  at  Gibralter.  The  patriot  army 
which  is  scattered  along  this  portion  of  the  frontier, 
is  from  fifteen  hundred  to  two  thousand  strong,  and 
is  well  supplied  by  its  officers,  with  all  the  neces- 
sary munitions  of  war.  Few,  however,  of  the  sol- 
diers are  to  be  found  in  the  principal  towns,  but  are 
dispersed  through  the  interior  at  some  distance 
from  the  shore,  who  stand  ready,  at  a moment’s 
warning,  to  rush  to  the  rallying  points,  and  enter 
upon  actual  service.  Despatches  were  yesterday 
sent  to  different  quarters,  the  object  of  which,  as  is 
supposed,  was  to  collect,  and  inarch  to  the  point 
designated  for  the  complete  organization  of  the  ar- 
my. You  will  see,  therefore,  that,  should  nothing 
occur  to  arrest  the  present  movements,  a descent 
will  be  made  upon  Canada  as  early  as  Sunday  or 
Monday  next.  The  intention  is  to  cross  the  ice  a 
mile  or  more  below  Gibralter,  and  enter  the  pro- 
vince at  a sufficient  distance  from  the  fort  at  Mal- 
den to  avoid  being  borne  down  upon  by  the  ord- 
nance stationed  there  for  its  defence. 

In  relation  to  the  force  at  Malden,  it  is  variously 
estimated  at  from  five  to  eleven  hundred  regular 
troops;  the  latter  of  which  must  fall  nearer  the 
truth,  provided  the  intelligence  of  last  evening  was 
correct,  that  a reinforcement  of  eight  hundred  men 
from  Toronto  had  been  received.  Prior  to  this, 
however,  the  force  at  Malden  must  have  been  very 
inconsiderable. 

You  will  see,  from  what  I have  written,  that  the 
spirit  of  revolution  is  not,  as  has  been  supposed, 
extinguished.  It  is  true,  indeed,  that  some  of  its 
leading  enterprises  have  miscarried;  but  it  is  also 
true  that,  while  the  fortune  of  war  seemed  unpropi- 
tious,  the  brutality  and  oppression  which  have  been 
executed  upon  those  who,  during  the  recent  strug- 
gle, have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  tyrants,  have  fan- 
ned the  fire  of  revolution  into  a fiercer  flame. 

I am,  in  haste,  truly  yours,  &c. 

Detroit,  Saturday,  Feb.  17. 

“Intelligence  reached  here  this  morning  that  the 
patriots  crossed  over  to  the  Canada  shore  last  even- 
ing, with  a strong  force.  They  entered  the  pro- 
vince below  Malden,  according  to  previous  ar- 
rangements.” 

Correspondence  of  the  Albany  Argus. 

Adams,  Jefferson , co.  Feb,  19,  1833. 

The  state  arsenal  at  Watertown  was  broken  open 
last  evening,  and  some  500  muskets  was  taken  out. 
Fairbanks,  who  is  the  keeper,  has  offered  a reward 
of  .$250  for  the  recovery  of  them. 

There  begins  to  be  some  excitement  here  upon 
the  subject  of  Canada.  Many  loads  of  men  and 
provisions  have  been  and  are  now  passing  here  for 
tiie  north. 

Some  of  them  have  called  at  the  different  stores 
for  powder,  and  have  bought  all  that  was  for  sale  by 
the  keg.  Whether  it  will  amount  to  any  thing  or 
not,  we  cannot  determine. 

[The  report  is,  that  there  is  a considerable  force 
on  the  frontier,  in  Jefferson  county,  and  that  a des- 
cent upon  Canaria,  at  some  point,  is  contemplated. 
We  doubt  it.  however.] 

A letter  from  Hamilton,  dated  12th  February,  in 
the  Rochester  Democrat,  states  that  there  was  a 
riot  at  Toronto  on  the  9th,  in  which  four  were  kil- 
led and  several  wounded. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  WEBSTER, 

OF  MASSACHUSETTS, 

Wednesday,  January  31,  1S3S, 

ON  THE  SUB  - TREASURY  BILL. 

“Let  the  government  attend  to  its  own  business, 
and  let  the  people  attend  to  theirs.” 

“Let  the  government  take  care  that  it  secures  a 
sound  currency  for  its  own  use,  and  let  it  leave  all 
the  rest  to  the  states  and  the  people.” 

These  ominous  sentences,  Mr.  President,  have 
been  ringing  in  my  ears  ever  since  they  were  ut- 
tered yesterday  by  the  member  from  New  York. 
Let  the  government  take  care  of  itself,  and  the 
people  take  care  of  themselves.  This  is  the  whole 
principle  and  policy  of  the  administration,  at  the 
present  most  critical  moment,  and  on  this  great  and 
all-absorbing  question  of  the  currency. 

Sir,  this  is  an  ill-boding  announcement.  It  has 
nothing  of  consolation,  of  solace,  or  of  hope  in  it. 

It  will  carry  through  all  the  classes  of  commerce 
and  business  nothing  but  more  discouragement  and 
deeper  fear3.  And  yet  this  is  but  repetition.  It  is 
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only  a renewed  exhibition  of  the  same  spirit  which 
was  breathed  by  the  message  and  the  bill  of  the 
last  session,  of  which  this  bill  is  also  full,  and 
which  has  pervaded  all  the  recommendations  and  all 
the  measures  of  government  since  May.  Yet  I 
confess  that  I am  not,  even  yet,  so  familiar  with  it, 
so  accustomed  to  hear  such  sentiments  avowed,  as 
that  they  cease  to  astonish  me.  I am  either  grop- 
ing in  thick  and  palpable  darkness  myself,  in  re- 
gard to  the  true  objects  of  the  constitution,  and  the 
duties  of  congress  under  it,  or  else  these  principles 
of  public  policy,  thus  declared,  are  at  war  with  our 
most  positive  and  urgent  obligations, 

The  honorable  member  made  other  observations 
indicative  of  the  same  general  tone  of  political 
feeling.  Among  his  chosen  topics  of  commenda- 
tion of  the  bill  before  us,  a prominent  one  was  to 
shelter  the  administration  from  that  shower  of 
imputations,  as  he  expressed  the  idea,  which 
would  always  beat  upon  it  as  it  beats  now,  when 
disasters  should  happen  to  the  currency.  Indeed! 
And  why  should  the  administration,  now  or  ever, 
be  sheltered  from  that  shower?  Is  not  currency  a 
subject  over  w'hich  the  power  and  duty  of  govern- 
ment extend?  Is  not  government  justly  responsible 
for  its  condition?  It  is  not,  of  necessity,  wholly 
and  entirely  under  the  control  and  regulation  of  po- 
litical power?  Is  it  not  a matter,  in  regard  to  which, 
the  people  cannot,  by  any  possibility,  protect  them- 
selves, any  more  than  they  can,  by  their  own  indi- 
vidual efforts,  supercede  the  necessity  of  the  exer- 
cise by  government  of  any  other  political  power? 
What  can  the  people  do  for  themselves,  to  improve 
the  currency?  Sir,  the  government  is  justly  an- 
swerable for  the  disasters  of  the  currency,  saving 
always  those  accidents  which  cannot  at  all  tiroes 
be  foreseen  or  provided  against.  It  is  at  least 
answerable  for  its  own  neglect,  il  it  shall  be  guilty 
of  it,  in  not  exercising  all  its  constitutional  authori- 
ty for  the  correction  and  restoration  of  the  cur- 
rency. Why  does  it,  how  can  it,  shrink  from  this 
responsibility?  Why  does  it  seek  not  the  laurels  of 
victory,  not  the  reputation,  even  of  manly  contest, 
but  the  poor  honors  of  studied  and  eager  escape? 
Sir,  it  nevercan  escape.  The  common  sense  of  all 
men  pronounces  that  the  government  is,  and  ought 
to  be,  and  must  be,  answerable  for  the  regulation 
of  the  currency  of  the  country;  that  it  ought  to 
abide,  and  must  abide,  the  peltings  of  the  storm  ol 
imputation,  so  long  as  it  turns  its  back  upon  this 
momentous  question,  and  seeks  to  shelter  itself  in 
the  safes  and  the  vaults,  the  cells  and  the  caverns 
of  a sub-treasury  system. 

But  of  all  governments  that  ever  existed,  the 
present  administration  has  least  excuse  lor  with- 
drawing its  care  from  the  currency,  or  shrinking 
from  its  just  responsibility  in  regard  to  it. 

Its  predecessor,  to  whose  footsteps  it  professes  to 
tread,  has  interfered,  fatally  interfered,  with  that 
subject.  That  interference  was,  and  has  been,  the 
productive  cause  of  our  disasters.  Did  the  admin- 
istration disclaim  power  over  the  currency  in  1833, 
when  it  removed  the  deposites?  And  what  meant 
all  its  subsequent  transactions,  all  its  professions, 
and  all  its  efforts,  for  that  better  currency  which  it 
promised,  if,  in  truth,  it  did  not  hold  itself  respon- 
sible to  the  people  of  the  United  States  fora  good 
currency?  From  the  very  first  year  of  the  late  ad- 
ministration to  the  last,  there  was  hardly  a session, 
if  there  was  a single  session,  in  which  this  duty  of 
government  was  not  acknowledged,  promises  of 
high  improvement  put  forth,  or  loud  claims  of  merit 
asserted,  for  benefits  already  conferred.  It  pro- 
fessed to  erect  the  great  temple  of  its  glory  on  im- 
provements of  the  currency. 

And,  sir,  the  better  currency,  which  has  been  so 
long  promised,  was  not  a currency  for  the  govern- 
ment, but  a currency  for  the  people.  It  was  not 
for  the  use  of  revenue  merely  but  for  the  use 
of  the  whole  commerce,  trade,  and  business  of 
the  nation.  And  now,  when  the  whole  indus- 
try, business,  and  labor  of  the  country,  is  har- 
assed and  distressed  by  the  evils  brought  upon 
us  by  its  own  interference,  government  talks  with 
all  possible  coolness  of  the  great  advantage  it  will 
be  to  adopt  a system  which  shall  shield  itself  from 
a thick-falling  shower  of  imputations.  It  dis- 
claims, it  renounces,  it  abandons  its  duties,  and 
then  seeks  an  inglorious  shelter  in  its  professed  want 
of  power  to  relieve  the  people. 

We  demand  the  better  currency;  we  insist  on  the 
fulfilment  of  the  high  and  flattering  promises;  and 
surely  there  never  was  a government  on  the  face  of 
the  earth  that  could,  with  less  propriety,  resist  the 
demand;  yet,  we  see  it  seek  refuge  in  a bold,  cold, 
and  heartless  denial  of  the  competency  of  its  own 
constitutional  powers.  It  falls  back  from  its  own 
undertakings,  and  flatly  contradicts  its  own  preten- 
sions. In  my  opinion,  it  can  find  no  refuge,  where 
the  public  voice  will  not  reach  it.  There  can  be 
no  shelter,  while  these  times  last,  into  which  go- 


vernment can  retreat,  wherein  it  can  hide,  and 
screen  itself  from  the  loud  voice  of  the  country, 
calling  upon  it  to  come  foith  to  fulfil  its  promises, 
or  at  least,  now  that  these  promises  are  all  broken, 
to  perform  its  duties.  The  evils  of  a disordered 
currency  are  evils  which  do  not  naturally  correct  or 
cure  themselves.  Nor  does  chance,  or  good  luck, 
often  relieve  that  community  which  is  suffering 
under  them.  They  require  political  remedy;  they 
require  provisions  to  be  made  by  government;  they 
demand  the  skilful  hand  of  experienced  statesmen. 
Until  some  just  remedy  be  applied,  they  are  likely 
to  continue,  with  more  or  less  of  aggravation,  and 
no  man  can  tell  when  or  how  they  will  end.  It  is 
vain,  therefore,  quite  vain,  for  government  to  hope 
that  it  may  retreat  from  this  great  duty,  shield  it- 
self under  a system,  no  way  agreeing  either  with 
its  powers  or  its  obligations,  and  thus  escape  re- 
proaches, by  attempting  to  escape  responsibility. 

Mr.  President,  there  is  fault  and  failure  some- 
where. Either  the  constitution  has  failed,  or  its 
administration  fails.  The  great  end  of  a uniform 
and  satisfactory  regulation  of  commerce  is  not 
answered,  because  the  national  currency,  an  indis- 
pensable instrument  of  that  commerce,  is  not  pre- 
served in  a sound  and  uniform  state. 

Is  the  fault  in  the  constitution  itself?  Those 
who  affirm  that  it  is,  must  show  how  it  was,  if  that 
be  so,  that  other  administrations,  in  other  times, 
have  been  able  to  give  the  people  abundant  satis- 
faction in  relation  to  the  currency.  I suppose  it 
will  be  said,  in  answer  to  this,  that  the  constitution 
has  ibeen  violated;  that  it  was  originally  miscon- 
strued; that  those  who  made  it  did  not  understand 
it;  and  that  the  sage  and  more  enlightened  politi- 
cians of  our  times  see  deeper  and  judge  more  justly 
of  the  constitution  than  Washington  and  Madison. 
Certain  it  is,  that  they  have  more  respect  lor  their 
own  sagacity  than  for  all  the  wisdom  of  others,  and 
all  the  experience  of  the  country;  or  else  they  find 
themselves,  by  their  party  politics  and  party  com- 
mitments, cut  off  from  all  ability  of  administering 
the  constitution  according  to  former  successful 
practice. 

Mr.  President,  when  I contemplate  the  condition 
of  the  country;  when  I behold  this  utter  breaking 
down  of  the  currency,  this  wide  spread  evil  among 
all  the  industrious  classes,  this  acknowledged  in- 
ability of  government  to  pay  its  debts  legally,  this 
prostration  of  commerce  and  manufactures,  this 
shocking  derangement  of  internal  exchange,  and 
the  general  crash  of  credit  and  confidence;  and 
when  I see  that  three  hundred  representatives  of 
the  people  are  here  assembled,  to  consult  on  the 
public  exigency;  and  that,  repudiating  the  wisdom 
of  our  predecessors,  and  rejecting  all  the  lights  of 
our  own  experience,  nothing  is  proposed,  for  our 
adoption,  to  meet  an  emergency  of  this  charac- 
ter, but  the  bill  before  us,  I confess,  sir,  the  whole 
seems  to  me  some  strange  illusion.  I can  hardly 
persuade  myself  that  we  are  all  in  our  waking 
senses.  It  appears  like  a dream,  like  some  phan- 
tasy, of  the  night,  that  the  opening  light  of  the 
morning  usually  dispels. 

There  is  so  little  of  apparent  relation  of  means 
to  ends;  the  measure  before  us  has  so  little  to  pro- 
mise for  the  relief  of  existing  evils;  it  is  so  alien,  so 
outlandish,  so  abstracted,  so  remote  from  the  causes 
which  press  down  all  the  great  public  interests,  that 
I really  find  it  difficult  to  regard  as  real  what  is  thus 
around  me. 

Sir,  some  of  us  are  strangely  in  error.  The  dif- 
ference between  us  is  so  wide,  the  views  which  we 
take  of  public  affairs  so  opposite,  our  opinions, 
both  of  the  causes  ofpresent  evils  and  their  appro- 
priate remedies,  so  totally  unlike,  that  one  side  or 
the  other  must  be  under  some  strange  delusion. 
Darkness,  thick  darkness,  hangs  either  over  the 
supporters  of  this  measure  or  over  its  opponents. 
Time,  and  the  public  judgment,  I trust,  will  sooner 
orlater  disperse  these  mists,  and  men  and  measures 
will  be  seen  in  their  true  character.  I think,  in- 
deed, that  I see  already  some  lifting  up  of  the  fog. 

The  honorable  member  from  New  York  has  said 
that  we  have  now  already  existing  a mode  of  con- 
ducting the  fiscal  affairs  of  the  country  substantially 
such  as  that  will  be  which  this  bill  will  establish. 
We  may  judge  therefore,  he  says,  of  the  future  by 
the  present.  A sub-treasury  system,  in  fact,  he 
contends,  is  now  in  operation,  and  he  hopes  the 
country  sees  so  much  good  in  it  as  to  be  willing  to 
make  it  permanent  and  perpetual. 

The  present  system,  he  insists,  must  at  least  be 
admitted  not  to  have  obstructed  or  impeded  the 
beneficial  action  of  the  immense  resources  of  the 
country.  Sir,  this  seems  to  me  a most  extraordi- 
nary declaration.  The  operation  and  energy  of  the 
resources  of  the  country  not  obstructed?  The  busi- 
ness of  the  community  not  impeded?  Why,  sir, 
this  can  only  be  true  upon  the  supposition  that  the 
present  evils  are  no  way  attributable  to  the  policy 


of  government,  that  they  all  spring  from  some  ex- 
traneous and  independent  cause.  If  the  honorable 
member  means  that  the  disasters  which  have  fallen 
upon  us  arise  from  causes  which  government  can- 
not control;  such  as  overtrading  or  speculation,  and 
that  government  is  answerable  for  nothing,  I can 
understand  him,  though  I do  not  at  all  concur  with 
him.  But  that  the  resources  of  the  country  are  not 
now  in  a state  of  great  depression  and  stagnation 
is  what  I had  supposed  none  would  assert.  Sir, 
what  are  the  resources  of  the  country?  The  first 
of  all,  doubtless,  is  labor?  Does  this  meet  no  im- 
pediment? Does  labor  find  itself  rewarded,  as  here- 
tofore, by  high  prices,  paid  in  good  money?  The 
whole  mass  of  industry  employed  in  commerce  and 
manufactures,  does  it  meet  with  no  obstruction,  or 
hindrance,  or  discouragement?  And  commerce  and 
manufactures,  in  the  aggregate,  embracing  capital 
as  well  as  labor,  are  they  too  in  a high  career  of 
success?  Is  nothing  of  impediment  or  obstruction 
found  connected  with  their  present  condition? 

Again,  sir;  among  our  American  resources,  from 
the  very  first  origin  of  this  government,  credit  and 
confidence  have  held  a high  and  foremost  rank. 
We  owe  more  to  credit,  and  to  commercial  confi- 
dence, than  any  nation  which  ever  existed;  and  ten 
times  more  than  any  nation,  except  England.  Cre- 
diffand  confidence  have  been  the  life  of  our  system, 
and  powerfully  productive  causes  of  our  prosperity. 
They  have  covered  the  seas  with  our  commerce, 
replenished  the  treasury;  paid  off' the  national  debt, 
excited  and  stimulated  the  manufacturing  industry, 
encouraged  labor  to  put  forth  the  whole  strength  of 
its  sinews,  felled  the  forests,  and  multiplied  our 
numbers,  and  augmented  the  national  wealth,  so 
far  beyond  all  example,  as  to  leave  us  a phenome- 
non for  older  nations  to  look  at  with  wonder.  And 
this  credit,  and  this  confidence,  are  they  now  no 
way  obstructed  or  impeded?  Are  they  now  acting 
with  their  usual  efficiency,  and  their  usual  success, 
on  the  concerns  of  society? 

The  honorable  member  refers  to  the  exchanges. 
No  doubt,  sir,  the  rate  of  foreign  exchange  has 
nothing  in  it  alarming.  Nor  has  it  had,  if  our 
domestic  concerns  bad  been  in  a proper  condition. 
But  lhat  the  internal  exchanges  are  in  a healthful 
condition,  as  the  honorable  member  alleges,  is  what 
I can  by  no  means  admit.  I look  upon  the  de- 
rangement of  the  internal  exchanges  as  the  precise 
form  in  which  existing  evils  most  manifestly  exhi- 
bit themselves.  Why,  sir,  look  at  the  rates  be- 
tween large  cities  in  the  neighborhood  of  each 
other.  Exchange  between  Boston  and  New  York, 
and  also  between  Philadelphia  and  New  York,  is 
1^  to  2 per  cent.  This  could  never  happen  but 
from  a deranged  currency;  and  can  this  be  called  a 
healthful  state  of  domestic  exchange? 

I understand  that  the  cotton  crop  has  done  much 
towards  equalizing  exchange  between  New  Orleans 
and  New  York;  and  yet  I have  seen,  not  many 
days  since,  that  in  other  places  of  the  south,  I be- 
lieve Mobile,  exchange  on  New'  York  was  at  a pre- 
mium of  5 to  10  per  cent. 

The  manufacturers  of  the  north  can  say  how 
they  have  found,  and  how  they  now  find,  the  facili- 
ties of  exchange.  I do  not  mean  exclusively,  or 
principally,  the  large  manufacturers  of  cotton  and 
w'oollen  fabrics;  but  the  smaller  manufacturers,  men 
who,  w’hile  they  employ  many  others,  still  bestow 
their  own  labor  on  their  own  capital;  the  shop 
manufacturers,  such  manufacturers  as  abound  in 
New  Jersey,  Connecticut,  and  other  parts  of  the 
north.  I would  ask  the  gentlemen  from  these 
states  how  these  neighbors  of  theirs  find  exchanges, 
and  the  means  of  remittance,  between  them  and 
their  coriespcndents  and  purchasers  in  the  south. 
The  cairiage  makers,  the  furniture  makers,  the 
hatters,  the  dealers  in  leather,  in  all  its  branches, 
the  dealers  in  domestic  hardware;  I should  like  to 
hear  the  results  of  the  experience  of  all  these  per- 
sons, on  the  state  of  the  internal  exchanges,  as  well 
as  the  general  question  whither  the  industry  of  the 
country  has  encountered  any  obstacle  in  the  present 
state  of  the  currenci'. 

Mr.  President,  the  honorable  member  from  New 
York  stated  correctly,  that  this  bill  has  two  leading 
objects. 

The  first  is,  a separation  of  the  revenue,  and  the 
funds  of  government,  from  all  connexion  with  the 
concerns  of  individuals,  and  of  corporations;  and 
especially  a separation  of  these  lunds  from  ail  con- 
nexion with  any  banks. 

The  second  is,  a gradual  change,  in  our  system 
of  currency,  to  he  carried  on  till  we  can  accom- 
plish the  objeet  of  an  exclusive  specie  or  metallic 
circulation,  at  least  in  all  payments  to  government,  j 
and  all  disbursements  by  government. 

Now,  sir,  I am  against  both  these  propositions, 
ends  as  well  as  means. 

I am  against  this  separation  of  government  and 
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people,  as  unnatural,  selfish,  and  an  abandonment, 
of  the  most  important  political  duties. 

I am  for  having  but  one  currency,  and  that  a 
good  one,  both  for  the  people  and  the  government. 

I am  opposed  to  the  doctrines  of  the  message  of 
September,  and  to  every  thing  which  grows  out  of 
those  doctrines.  I feel  as  if  I were  on  some  other 
sphere,  as  if  I were  not  at  home,  as  if  this  could 
not  be  America,  when  I see  schemes  of  public 
policy  proposed,  having  for  their  object  the  con- 
venience of  government  only,  and  leaving  the 
people  to  shift  for  themselves,  in  a matter  which 
naturally  and  necessarily  belongs,  and  in  every 
other  country  is  admitted  to  belong,  to  the  solemn 
obligations  and  the  undoubted  power  of  govern- 
ment. Is  it  America,  where  the  government,  and 
men  in  the  government,  are  1o  be  better  off  than 
tile  people?  Is  it  America,  where  government  is 
to  shut  its  eyes  and  its  ears  to  public  complaint, 
and  to  take  care  only  of  itself?  Is  it  America, 
Mr.  President,  is  it  your  country,  and  my  country, 
in  which,  at  a time  of  great  public  distress,  when 
all  eyes  are  turned  to  congress,  and  when  most 
man  feel  that  substantial  and  practical  relief  can 
come  only  fro  n congress,  that  congress,  neverthe- 
less, has  nothing  on  earth  to  propose,  but  bolts  and 
bars,  safes  and  vaults,  cells  and  hiding  places,  for 
the  batter  security  of  its  own  money;  and  nothing 
on  earth,  not  a beneficial  law,  not  even  a kind 
word,  for  the  people  themselves?  Is  it  our  country, 
in  which  the  interest  of  government  has  reached 
such  an  ascendancy  over  the  interest  of  the  people, 
in  the  estimate  of  the  representatives  of  the  people? 
JIas  this,  sir,  come  to  be  the  state  of  things,  in  the 
old  thirteen,  with  the  new  thirteen  added  to  them? 
For  one,  I confess  I know  not  what  is  American, 
in  policy,  in  public  interest,  or  in  public  feeling,  if 
thesj  measures  be  deemed  American. 

The  first  general  aspect,  or  feature  of  the  bill, 
the  character  written  broadly  on  its  front,  is  this 
abandonment  of  all  concern  for  the  general  cur- 
rency of  the  country.  This  is  enough  for  me.  It 
secures  my  opposition  to  the  bill  in  ail  stages.  Sir, 
this  bill  ought  to  have  had  a preamble.  It  ought 
to  have  been,  introduced  by  a recital,  setting  forth, 
that  whereas  the  currency  of  the  country  has  be- 
come totally  deranged;  and  whereas,  it  has  hereto- 
fore been  thought  the  bounden  duty  of  this  govern- 
ment to  take  proper  care  of  that  great  branch  of 
the  national  interest;  and  whereas,  that  opinion  is 
erroneous,  obsolete,  and  heretical;  and  whereas, 
according  to  the  true  reading  of  the  constitution, 
the  great  duty  of  this  government,  and  its  exclu- 
sive duty,  so  far  as  currency  is  concerned,  is  to  take 
care  of  itself;  and  whereas,  if  government  can  but 
secure  a sound  currency  for  itself,  the  people  may 
very  well  be  left  to  such  a currency  as  the  states, 
or  the  banks,  or  their  own  good  fortune,  or  bad 
fortune,  may  give  them;  therefore  be  it  enacted, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 

The  very  first  provision  of  the  bill  is  in  keeping 
with  its  general  objects  and  general  character.  It 
abandons  all  the  sentiments  of  civilized  mankind 
on  the  subject  of  credit  and  confidence,  and  carries 
us  back  to  the  dark  ages.  The  first  that  we  hear 
is  of  safes,  and  vaults,  and  cells,  and  cloisters. 
From  an  intellectual  it  goes  back  to  a physical  age. 
From  commerce  and  credit,  it  returns  to  hoarding 
and  hiding;  from  confidence  and  trust,  it  retreats 
to  bolts  and  bars,  to  locks  with  double  keys,  and  to 
pains  and  penalties  for  touching  hidden  treasure. 
It  is  a law  for  the  times  of  the  feudal  system;  or  a 
1 iw  for  the  heads  and  governors  of  the  piratical 
states  of  Barbary.  It  is  a measure  fit  for  times 
when  there  is  no  security  in  law,  no  value  in  com- 
merce, no  active  industry  among  mankind.  Here, 
it  is  altogether  out  of  time  and  out  of  place.  It 
has  no  sympathy  with  the  general  sentiments  of 
this  age,  still  less  has  it  any  congeniality  with  our 
American  character,  any  relish  of  our  hitherto  ap- 
proved and  successful  policy,  or  any  agreement  or 
conformity  with  the  general  feeling  of  the  country. 

The  gentleman,  in  stating  the  provisions  of  the 
first  section,  proceeds  to  say,  that  it  is  strange  that 
none  of  our  laws  heretofore  has  ever  attempted  to 
give  to  the  treasury  of  the  United  States  a “local 
habitation.”  Hence  it  is  the  object  of  this  first 
section  of  the  bill  to  provide  and  define  such  local 
habitation.  A local  habitation  for  the  treasury  of 
a great  and  growing  commercial  country,  in’the 
nineteenth  century!  Why,  sir,  what  is  the  treasu- 
re? The  existing  laws  Tall  it  a “department.” 
They  say,  there  shall  be  a department,  with  va- 
rious officers,  and  a proper  assignment  of  their  du- 
ties and  functions;  and  <hut  this  shall  be  the  de- 
partment of  the  treasmy.  It  is  thus  an  organized 
part  of  government;  an  important  and  indispensa- 
ble branch  of  the  general  administration,  conduct- 
ing the  fiscal  affairs  of  the  country,  and  controlling 
subordinate  agents. 

But  this  bill  does  away  with  all  legal  and  po- 


litical ideas,  and  brings  this  important  department 
down  to  a thing  of  bricks  and  mortar.  It  enacts 
that  certain  rooms  in  the  new  building,  with  their 
safes  and  vaults,  shall  constitute  the  treasury  of  the 
United  States!  And  this  adoption  of  new  and 
strange  notions,  and  this  abandonment  of  ail  old 
ideas,  is  all  for  the  purpose  of  accomplishing  the 
great  object  of  separating  the  affairs  of  government 
from  the  affairs  oi  the  country.  The  nature  of  the 
means  shows  the  nature  of  the  object;  both  are 
novel,  strange,  untried,  and  unheard  of.  The 
scheme,  sir,  finds  no  precedent,  either  in  our  own 
history,  or  the  history  of  any  other  respectable  na- 
tion. At  is  admitted  to  be  new,  original,  experi- 
mental; and  yet  its  adoption  is  urged  upon  us  as 
confidently  as  if  it  had  coine  down  from  our  ances- 
tors, and  had  been  the  cherished  policy  of  the 
country  in  all  past  times. 

I am  against  it  altogether.  I look  not  to  see 
whether  the  means  be  adapted  to  the  end.  That 
end  itself  is  what  I oppose,  and  I oppose  all  the 
means  leading  to  it.  I oppose  all  attempts  to  make 
a separate  currency  for  the  government,  because  I 
insist  upon  it,  and  shall  insist  upon  it,  until  I see 
and  feel  the  pillars  of  the  constitution  fallingaround 
me  and  upon  my  head,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  this 
government  to  provide  a good  currency  for  the 
country  and  for  the  people,  as  well  as  for  itself. 

I put  it  to  gentlemen  to  say,  whether  currency 
be  not  a part  of  commerce,  or  an  indispensable 
agent  of  commerce;  and  something,  therefore, 
which  this  government  is  bound  to  regulate,  and 
to  take  care  of?  Gentlemen  will  not  meet  the  ar- 
gument. They  shun  the  question.  We  demand 
that  the  just  power  of  the  constitution  shall  be  ad- 
ministered. We  assert,  that  congress  has  power 
to  regulate  commerce,  and  currency  as  a part  of' 
commerce;  we  insist  that  the  public  exigency,  at 
the  present  moment,  calls  loudly  for  the  exercise 
of  this  power,— and  what  do  they  do?  They  labor 
to  convince  us  that  the  government  itself  can  get 
on  very  well  without  providing  a currency  for  tile 
people,  and  they  betake  themselves,  therefore,  to 
the  sub-treasury  system,  its  unassailable  walls,  its 
iron  chests,  and  doubly  secured  doors.  And  having 
satisfied  themselves,  that,  in  this  way,  government 
may  be  kept  going,  they  are  satisfied.  A sound 
currency  for  government,  a safe  currency  lor  reve- 
nue; these  are  the  only  things  promised,  the  only 
things  proposed.  But  these  are  not  the  old  promises 
The  country,  the  country  itself,  and  the  whole  peo- 
ple, were  promised  a better  currency,  for  their  own 
use;  a better  general  currency;  a better  currency 
for  all  the  purposes  of  trade  and  business.  This 
was  the  promise,  solemnly  given  by  the  govern- 
ment in  1S33,  and  so  often  afterwards  renewed, 
through  all  successive  years,  down  to  May  last. 
We  heard  nothing,  at  that  time,  of  a separation  be- 
tween government  and  people.  No,  sir,  not  a 
word.  Both  were  to  have  an  improved  currency. 
Sir,  I did  not  believe  a word  of  all  this;  I thought 
it  all  mere  pretence  or  empty  boasting.  1 had  no 
faith  in  these  promises,  riot  a particle.  But  the 
honorable  member  from  New' York  was  confident; 
confident,  then,  as  he  now  is;  confident  of  the  suc- 
cess of  the  first  scheme,  which  was  plausible,  as  he 
is  confident  of  this,  which  is  strange,  alien,  and  re- 
pulsive in  its  whole  aspect.  He  w'as  then  as  sure 
of  being  able  to  furnish  a currency  for  the  country, 
as  he  is  now  of  furnishing  a currency  for  govern- 
ment. He  told  us,  at  that  time,  that  he  believed 
the  system, adopted  by  the  late  administration,  was 
fully  competent  to  its  object.  He  frit  no  alarm  for 
the  result;  lie  believed  all  the  president  had  done, 
from  the  removal  of  the  deposites  downwards,  was 
constitutional  and  legal,  and  he  was  determined  to 
place  himself  by  the  3ide  of  the  president,  and  de- 
sired only  to  stand  or  fall,  in  the  estimation  of  his 
constituents,  as  they  should  determine  in  the  re- 
sult. And  that  result  has  now  come. 

As  I have  said,  sir,  I had  no  faith  at  all  in  all  the 
promises  of  the  administration,  made  before  and  at 
that  time,  and  constantly  repeated.  I felt  no  confi- 
dence, whatever,  in  the  whole  project;  I deemed 
it  rash,  headstrong,  and  presumptuous,  to  the  last 
degree.  And,  at  the  risk  of  the  charge  of  some 
offence  against  good  taste,  I w ill  read  a paragraph 
from  some  remarks  of  mine,  in  February,  1834, 
which  sufficiently  show  w hat  my  opinion  and  my 
apprehensions  then  were: 

“I  have  already  endeavored  to  warn  the  country 
against  irredeemable  paper;  against  bank  paper, 
when  banks  do  not  pay  specie  for  their  own  notes; 
against  that  miserable,  abominable,  and  fraudulent 
policy,  which  attempts  to  give  value  to  any  paper 
of  any  bank,  one  single  moment  longer  than  such 
paper  is  redeemable  on  demand  in  gold  and  silver. 
And  T wish,  most  solemnly  and  earnestly,  to  re- 
pent that  warning.  I sec  danger  of  that  slate  of 
things  ahead.  I see  imminent  danger  that 
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stop  specie  tayment.  The  late  measure  of  the 
secretary,  and  the  infatuation  w'ith  which  it  seems 
to  be  supported,  tend  directly  and  strongly  to  that 
result.  Under  pretence,  then,  of  a design  to  re- 
turn to  a currency  which  shall  be  all  specie,  we 
are  likely  to  have  a currency  in  which  there  shall 
be  no  specie  at  all.  We  are  in  danger  of  being 
overwhelmed  with  irredeemable  paper;  mere  paper, 
representing  nolgold  or  silver;  no,  sir,  representing 
nothing  but  broken  promises,  bad  faith,  bank- 
rupt CORPORATIONS,  CHEATED  CREDITORS,  AND 
A RUINED  PEOPLE!” 

And  now,  sir,  we  see  the  upshot  of  the  experi- 
ment. We  see  around  us  bankrupt  corporations 
and  broken  promises,  but  we  see  no  promises  more 
really  and  emphatically  broken  than  all  those  pro- 
mises of  the  administration  which  gave  us  assur- 
ance of  a better  currency.  These  promises,  now 
broken,  notoriously  and  openly  broken,  if  they  can- 
not be  performed,  ought-at  least  to  be  acknowledg- 
ed. The  government  ought  not,  in  common  fair- 
ness, and  common  honesty,  to  deny  its  own  respon- 
sibility, seek  to  escape  from  the  demands  of  the 
people,  and  to  hide  itself,  out  of  the  way  and  be- 
yond the  reach  of  the  process  of  public  opinion,  by 
retreating  into  this  sub-treasuiy  system.  Let  it,  at 
least,  come  forth,  let  it  bear  a port  of  honesty  and 
candor;  let  it  confess  its  promises,  if  it  cannot  per- 
form them;  and,  above  all,  now,  even  now,  at  this 
late  hour,  let  it  renounce  schemes  and  projects,  the 
inventions  of  presumption,  and  the  resorts  of  des- 
peration, arid  let  it  address  itself,  in  all  good  faith, 
to  the  great  work  of  restoring  the  currency  by  ap- 
proved and  constitutional  means. 

But,  sir,  so  far  is  any  such  course  from  all  proba- 
bility of  being  adopted,  so  little  ground  of  hope  is 
there  that  this  sub-treasury  system  will  be  aban- 
doned, that  the  honorable  member  froudNew  York 
has  contended  and  argued,  in  his  place,  that  the 
public  opinion  is  more  favorable  to  this  measure 
now  proposed,  than  to  any  other  which  has  been 
suggested.  He  claims  for  it  the  character  of  a fa- 
vorite with  the  people.  He  makes  out  this  sub- 
treasury  plan  to  be  quite  high  in  popular  estima- 
tion. Certainly,  sir,  if  the  honorable  member 
thinks  so,  he  and  I see  with  different  eyes,  hear 
with  different  ears,  or  gather  the  means  of  opinion 
from  different  sources.  But  what  is  the  gentle- 
man’s argument?  It  is  this:  The  two  bouses  of 

congress,  he  says,  reflect  the  wishes  and  opinions 
of  the  people;  and  with  the  two  houses  of  congress 
this  system,  he  supposes,  is  more  acceptable  than 
any  other. 

Now,  sir,  witli  the  utmost  respect  for  the  two 
houses  of  congress,  and  all  their  members,  I must 
be  permitted  to  express  a doubt,  and,  indeed,  a 
good  deal  more  than  a doubt,  whether,  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  at  the  present  moment,  the  two  houses  do 
exactly  reflect  the  opinions  and  wishes  of  the  pec- 
pie.  I should  not  have  adverted  to  the  state  of 
opinion  here,  compared  with  the  state  of  public 
opinion  in  the  country,  if  the  genlleman  had  not 
founded  ari  argument,  on  the  supposed  disposition 
of  the  two  houses,  and  on  the  fact  that  they  truly 
set  forth  the  public  opinion.  But  since  he  has 
brought  such  an  argument,  it  is  proper  to  exam- 
ine its  foundation. 

In  a general  sense,  undoubtedly,  sir,  the  mem- 
bers of  the  two  houses  must  be  understood  to  repre- 
sent the  sentiments  of  their  constituents,  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States.  Their  acts  bind  them, 
as  their  representatives,  and  they  must  be  consider- 
ed, in  a legal  sense,  as  conforming  to  the  will  of 
their  constituents.  But,  owing  to  the  manner  of 
our  organization,  and  to  the  periods  and  times  of 
election,  it  certainly  may  happen  that,  at  a part i- 
cular  moment,  and  on  a particular  subject,  opinion 
out  of  doors  may  be  one  way,  while  opinion  here 
is  another.  And  how  is  it  now,  if  we  may  judge 
by  the  usual  indications?  Does  the  gt-nfieman 
hope  for  no  vote,  in  this  body,  for  this  bill,  but 
such  as  shall  be,  in  his  opinion,  in  strict  accordance 
with  the  wishes  as  generally  understood,  and  most 
recently  expressed  in  the  state  from  which  that  vote 
shall  come? 

I shall  be  exceedingly  sorry,  sir,  for  instance,  lo 
see  a vote  from  Maine  given  for  this  hill.  I hope 
I may  not.  But  if  there  should  be  such  a vote,  can 
the  genlleman  say  that  he  believes,  in  bis  con- 
science, it  will  express  the  wishes  of  a majority  of 
the  people  of  that  stale?  And  so  of  New  Jersey, 
and  one,  if  not  more  states  in  the  west.  I am  emit,; 
sure  that  gentlemen  who  may  give  their  votes  will 
discharge  their  duty,  according  to  their  ow  n en- 
lightened judgments,  and  they  are  in  no  way  ac- 
countable to  me  for  the  manner  in  which  they  dis- 
charge it;  but  when  the  honorable  member  from 
New  York  contends  that  this  body  now  accurately 
represents  the  public  ojunion  on  the  sub-treasury 
system,  we  must  look  at  the  facts.  And  with  all 
possible  respect,  for  the  honorable  member,  I must 
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even  take  leave  to  ask  him,  whether,  in  his  judg- 
ment, he,  himself,  is  truly  reflecting  the  opinions 
and  wishes  of  a majority  of  the  people  of  New 
York,  while  he  is  proposing  and  supporting  this 
hill?  Where  does  he  find  evidence  of  the  favor  of 
the  people  of  that  state  towards  this  measure?  Does 
ho  find  it  in  the  city?  In  the  country?  In  the 
recently  elected  house  of  assembly?  In  the  re- 
cently elected  members  of  the  senate?  Can  he 
name  a place — can  he  lay  a venue  for  the  popular- 
ity of  this  measure  in  the  whole  state  of  New  York? 
Between  Montauk  point  and  Cattaraugus,  and  be- 
tween the  mountains  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  north 
end  of  lake  Champlain,  can  he  any  where  put  his 
finger  on  the  map  and  say,  here  is  a spot  where  the 
sub-treasury  is  popular?  He  may  find  places,  no 
doubt,  though  they  are  somewhat  scarce,  where  his 
friends  have  been  able  to  maintain  their  ascend- 
ancy, notwithstanding  the  unpopularity  of  the  mea- 
sure; but  can  he  find  one  place,  one  spot,  of  any 
extent,  in  which  this  measure  of  relief  is  the  choice, 
the  favorite,  of  a majority  of  the  people? 

Mr.  president,  the  honorable  member  has  long 
been  in  public  life,  and  has  witnessed  often  the 
changes  and  the  fluctuations  of  political  parties  and 
political  opinions.  And  I will  ask  him  what  he 
thinks  of  the  hurricane  which  swept  over  New 
York  in  the  first  week  of  last  November?  Did  he 
ever  know  the  like?  Has  he  before  ever  been  called 
on  to  withstand  such  a whirlwind?  or  had  he  pre- 
viously any  suspicion  that  such  an  outbreak  in  the 
political  elements  was  at  band?  I am  persuaded, 
sir,  that  he  feared  such  a thing  much  less  than  I 
hoped  for  it;  and  my  own  hopes,  although  I had 
hopes,  and  strong  hopes,  I must  confess,  fell  far 
short  of  the  actual  result.  And  to  me,  Mr.  presi- 
dent, it  seems  perfectly  plain,  that  the  cause  of  this 
astonishing  change  in  public  opinion  is  to  be  found, 
mainly,  in  the  message  of  September,  and  the  .sub- 
treasury bill  of  the  last  session.  The  message, 
with  its  anti-social,  anti-commercial,  anti-popular 
doctrines  and  dogmas— the  message  which  set  at 
nought  all  our  own  manners  and  usages,  rejected 
all  the  teachings  of  experience,  threatened  the  state 
institutions,  and,  anxious  oniy  to  take  good  care  of 
the  government,  abandoned  the  people  to  their  fate; 
the  message — the  message— it  was,  that  did  the 
great  "work  in  New  York  and  elsewhere. 

The  message  was  that  cave  of  Eolus,  out  of  which 
the  careering  winds  issued: 

“Una  Eurusque  notusque  ruunt  creberque  procellis 

“Africus” — 

mingling  seas  and  skies,  dispersing  the  most  power- 
ful political  combinations,  and  scattering  their  frag- 
ments on  the  rocks  and  shores.  1 might  quote  the 
poet  further,  sir, 

‘et  veal  os  volvult  ad  litora  fluctus.” 

The  political  deep  seemed  agitated  to  the  very 
bottom,  and  its  heaving  bosom  moved  onward  and 
forward  the  “vastos  fl.udus,”  in  nautical  phrase,  the 
big  rollors  of  public  opinion. 

The  honorable  member  may  say,  or  may  think, 
that  all  this  was  but  the  result  of  a transient  im- 
pulse, a feverish  ebullition,  a sudden  surprise,  or  a 
change  superficial,  and  apparent  only,  not  deep  and 
real.  Sir,  I cannot  say,  but  I must  confess  that  if 
the  movement  in  New  York  last  fall  was  not  real, 
it  looked  more  like  reality  than  any  fanciful  exhi- 
bition which  I ever  saw.  If  the  people  were  not 
in  earnest,  they  certainly  had  a very  sober  and 
earnest  way  of  being  in  jest. 

And  now,  sir,  can  the  honorable  member,  can 
any  man  say,  that  in  regard  to  this  measure,  even 
the  house  of  representatives  is  certain,  at  this  mo- 
ment, truly  to  reflect  the  public  judgment?  Though 
nearer  to  the  people  than  ourselves,  and  more  fre- 
quently chosen,  yet  it  is  known  that  the  present 
members  were  elected,  nearly  all  of  them,  before 
the  appearance  of  the  message  of  September.  And 
will  the  honorable  member  allow  me  to  ask,  whe- 
ther, if  a new  election  of  members  of  congress  were 
to  take  place  in  his  own  state,  to-morrow,  and  the 
newly  elected  members  should  take  their  seats  im- 
mediately, he  should  entertain  the  slightest  expec- 
tation of  the  passage  of  this  bill  through  that  house? 

Mr.  president,  in  IS34  the  honorable  member 
presented  to  the  senate  resolutions  of  the  legisla- 
ture of  New  York,  approving  the  previous  course 
of  the  administration  in  relation  to  the  currency. 
He  then  urged  strongly,  but  none  too  strongly,  the 
weight  due  to  those  resolutions,  because,  he  argued, 
they  expressed  the  undoubted  sense  of  the  people, 
as  well  as  that  of  the  legislature.  He  said  there 
was  not,  at  lhat  time,  a single  member  in  the  popu- 
lar branch  of  the  legislature  who  was  not  in  favor 
of  (hose  resolutions,  either  from  the  cities  of  Hud- 
son, Vlbany,  Troy,  Schenectady,  Utica,  or  an 
almost  endless  number  of  incoporated  trading  fou  es 
and  villages,  or  the  great  city  of  New  York  itself, 
which  he  justly  calls  the  commercial  emporium  of 
the  country;  all  these  cities  and  villages  being  sur- 


rounded, as  he  most  justly  said,  by  an  intelligent 
population;  and  cities,  villages,  and  country,  alto- 
gether, comprising  near  two  millions  of  souls.  All 
this  was  very  well.  It  was  true.  The  facts  were 
with  the  honorable  member.  And  although  I most 
exceedingly  regretted  and  deplored  that  it  was  so,  I 
could  not  deny  it.  And  tm  was  entitled  to  enjoy, 
and  did  enjoy,  the  whole  benefit  of  this  respectable 
support.  But,  sir,  how  stands  the  matter  now? 
What  say  these  two  millions  of  souls  to  the  sub- 
treasury!  In  the  first  place,  what  says  the  city  of 
New  York,  that  great  commercial  emporium, 
vvorty  of  the  gentleman’s  commendation  in  1834, 
and  worthy  of  his  commendation,  and  my  commen- 
dation, and  all  commendation,  at  all  times?  What 
sentiments,  what  opinions,  what  feelings  are  pro- 
claimed by  the  thousands  of  her  merchants,  traders, 
manufacturers  and  laborers?  What  is  the  united 
shout  of  all  the  voices  of  all  her  classes?  What  is 
it,  but  that  you  will  put  down  this  new  fangle.d 
sub-treasury  system,  alike  alien  to  their  interests 
and  their  fcc-lings,  at  once,  arid  forever?  What  is 
it,  but  that  in  mercy  to  the  mercantile  interest,  the 
trading  interest,  the  shipping  interest,  the  manufac- 
turing Interest,  the  laboring  class,  and  all  classes, 
you  will  give  up  useless  and  pernicious  political 
schemes  and  projects,  and  return  to  the  plain, 
straight  course  of  wise  and  wholesome  legislation? 
The  sentiments  of  the  city  cannot  be  misunderstood. 
A thousand  pens  and  ten  thousand  tongues,  and  a 
spirited  press,  make  them  all  known.  If  we  have 
not  already  yet  heard  enough,  we  shall  hear  more. 
Embarrassed,  vexed, pressed, and  distressed,  as  are 
her  citizens  at  this  moment,  yet  their  resolution  is 
not  shaken,  their  spirit  is  riot  broken;  and,  depend 
upon  it.  they  will  notsee  theircommerce,  their  busi- 
ness, their  prosperity  and  their  happiness,  all  sacri- 
ficed to  preposterous  schemes  and  political  empiri- 
cism, without  another,  and  a yet  more  vigorous 
struggle.  And  Hudson,  and  Albany,  and  Troy, 
and  Schenectady,  and  Utica— pray,  why  may  not 
the  citizens  of  these  cities  have  as  much  weight 
with  the  honorable  member  now,  as  they  justly 
had  in  1834?  And  does  he,  can  he,  doubt  of  what 
they  think  of  this  bill?  Ay,  sir,  and  Rochester,  and 
Batavia,  and  Buffalo,  and  the  entire  western  district 
of  the  state,  does  Ihe  honorable  member  suppose 
that,  in  the  whole  of  it,  he  should  be  able,  by  care- 
ful search,  to  do  more  than  to  find,  now  and  then, 
so  rare  a bird,  as  a single  approver  of  this  system? 

Mr.  president,  if  this  system  must  come,  let  it 
come.  If  we  must  bow  to  it,  why,  then,  put  it 
upon  us.  Do  it.  Do  it  by  the  power  of  congress, 
and  the  president.  Congress  and  the  president 
have  the  power.  But  spare  us,  I beseech  you, 
spare  the  people  from  the  imputation  that  it  is  done 
under  clear  proof  and  evidence  of  their  own  appro- 
bation. Let  it  not  be  said  it  is  their  choice.  Save 
them,  in  all  mercy,  from  that  reproach. 

Sir,  I think  there  is  a revolution  in  public  opin- 
ion, now  going  on.  whatever  may  be  the  opinion  of 
the  member  from  New  York,  and  others.  I think 
the  fall  elections  prove  this,  and  that  other  more 
recent  events  confirm  it.  I think  it  is  a revolt 
against  the  absolute  dictation  of  party,  a revolt 
against  coercion,  on  the  public  judgment;  and, 
especially,  a revolt  against  the  adoption  of  new  mis- 
chevious  expedients  on  questions  of  deep  public 
interest;  a revolt  against  the  rash  and  unbridled 
spirit  of  change;  a revolution,  in  short,  against  fur- 
ther revolution.  I hope,  most  sincerely,  that  this 
revolution  may  go  on:  not,  sir,  for  the  sake  of  men, 
but  for  the  sake  of  measures,  and  for  the  sake  of 
the  country.  I wish  it  lo  proceed,  till  the  whole 
country,  with  an  imperative  unity  of  voice,  shall 
call  back  congress  to  the  true  policy  of  the  govern- 
ment. 

The  honorable  member  from  New  York  is  of 
opinion,  sir,  that  there  are  only  three  courses  open 
to  us.  We  must,  be  urges,  cither  adopt  this  mea- 
sure, or  return  to  a system  of  deposites  with  the 
state  banks,  or  establish  a national  bank.  Now,  sir, 
suppose  this  to  be  as  the  gentleman  states,  then,  I 
say,  that  eilher  of  the  others  is  better  than  this.  I 
would  prefer  doing  almost  any  thing,  and  I would 
vastly  prefer  doing  nothing,  to  taking  this  bill. 

I need  not  conceal  my  own  opinions.  I am  in 
favor  of  a national  institution,  with  such  provisions 
and  securities  as  congress  may  think  proper,  to 
guard  against  danger  and  against  abuse.  But  the 
honorable  member  disposes  of  this  at  once,  by  the 
declaration,  that  he  himself  can  never  consent  to  a 
bank,  being  utterly  opposed  to  it,  both  on  constitu- 
tional grounds,  and  grounds  of  expediency.  The 
gentleman’s  opinions,  always  respected,  is  certain- 
ly of  great  weight  and  importance,  from  the  public 
situation  he  occupies.  But  although  these  are  his 
opinions,  is  it  certain  that  a majority  of  the  people 
of  the  country  agree  with  him  in  this  particular? 
I think  not.  I verily  believe  a majority  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States  are  now  of  the  opinion 


that  a national  bank,  properly  constitut-  d,  limited, 

and  guarded,  is  both  constitutional  and  expedient, 
and  ought  now  to  be  established.  So  far  as  1 can 
learn,  three-fourths  of  the  western  people  are  for  it. 
Their  representatives  here  can  form  a better  judg- 
ment; but  such  is  my  opinion  upon  the  best  infor- 
mation which  I can  obtain.  The  south  may  be 
more  divided,  or  may  be  against  a national  institu- 
tion; but,  looking  again  to  the  centre,  the  north, 
and  the  east,  and  comprehending  the.  whole  in  one 
view,  I believe  the  prevalent  sentiment  is  snch  as  I 
have  stated. 

At  the  last  session  great  pains  were  taken  to  ob- 
tain a vote  of  this  and  the  other  house  against  a 
bank,  for  the  obvious  purpose  of  placing  such  an 
institution  out  of  the  list  of  remedies,  and  so  recon- 
ciling the  people  to  the  sub-treasury  scheme.  Well, 
sir,  and  did  those  votes  produce  any  effect?  None 
at  all.  The  people  did  not,  and  do  not,  care  a rush 
for  them.  I never  have  seen,  or  heard,  a single 
man,  who  paid  the  slightest  respect  to  those  votes 
of  ours.  The  honorable  member,  to-day,  opposed 
as  he  is  to  a bank,  has  not  even  alluded  to  them. 
So  entirely  vain  is  it,  sir,  in  this  country,  to  attempt 
to  forestall,  commit,  or  coerce  the  public  judgment. 
All  those  resolutions  fell  perfectly  dead  on  the  tables 
ol  the  two  houses.  We  may  resolve  what  we  please, 
and  resolve  it  when  we  please;  but  if  the  people 
do  not  like  it,  at  their  own  good  pleasure  they  will 
rescind  it;  and  they  are  not  likely  to  continue  their 
approbation  long,  to  any  system  of  measures,  how- 
ever plausible,  which  terminates  in  deep  disappoint- 
ment of  all  their  hopes,  for  their  own  prosperity? 

I have  said,  sir,  that,  in  preference  to  this  bill,  I 
would  try  some  modification  of  the  state  bank  sys- 
tem; and  I will  cheerfully  do  so,  although  every 
body  knows  that  I always  opposed  that  system. 
Still,  I think  it  less  objectionable  than  this.  Mr. 
president,  in  my  opinion,  the  real  source  of  the  evil 
iies  in  the  tone,  and  spirit,  and  general  feeling, 
which  have  pervaded  the  administration  for  some 
years  past.  I verily  believe  the  origin  is  there. 
That  spirit,  I fully  believe,  has  been  deeply  anti- 
commercial,  and  of  late  decidedly  unfriendly  to  the 
state  institutions.  Do  the  leading  presses  in  favor 
of  the  administration  speak  its  own  sentiments?  If 
you  think  they  do,  then  look  at  the  language  and 
spirit  of  those  presses.  Do  they  not  manifest  an 
unceasing  and  bitter  hostility  to  the  mercantile 
classes,  and  to  the  institutions  of  the  states?  I cer- 
tainly never  supposed  the  state  banks  fit  agents  for 
furnishing  or  regulating  a national  currency;  but  I 
have  thought  them  useful  in  their  proper  places. 
At  any  rate,  the  states  had  power  to  establish  them; 
and  have  established  them,  and  vve  have  no  right  to 
endeavor  to  destroy  them.  How  is  it,  then,  that 
generally,  every  leading  press  which  supports  the 
administration  joins  in  the  general  cry  against  these 
institutions  of  the  states?  How  is  it,  if  it  be  not  that 
a spirit,  hostile  to  these  insl itutions  has  come  to 
pervade  the.  administration  itself? 

In  my  opinion,  the  state  banks,  on  every  ground , 
demand  other  treatment;  and  the  interest  of  the 
country  requires  that  they  should  receive  other 
treatment.  The  government  lias  used  them,  and 
why  should  it  now  riot  only  desert,  but  abuse  them? 
That  some  of  the  selected  banks  have  behaved  very 
unworthy,  is  no  doubt  true.  The  best  behavior  is 
not  always  to  be  expected  from  pets.  But  that  the 
banks,  generally,  deserved  this  unrestrained  war- 
fare upon  them,  at  the  tiands  of  government,  I can- 
not believe.  It  appears  to  me  to  he  botli  ungrateful 
and  unjust. 

The  banks,  sir,  are  now  making  an  effort,  which 
I hope  may  be  successful,  to  resume  specie  pay- 
ments. The  process  of  resumption  works,  and  must 
work,  with  severity  upon  the  country.  Yet  I most 
earnestly  hope  the  banks  may  be  able  to  accomplish 
the  object.  But,  in  all  this  effort,  they  got  no  aid 
from  government,  no  succor  from  government,  not 
even  a kind  word  from  government.  They  get 
nothing  but  denunciation  and  abuse.  They  work 
alone,  and  therefore  the  attainment  ofthe  end  is  the 
more  difficult.  They  hope  to  reach  that  end  only, 
or  mainly,  by  reduction  and  curtailment.  If,  by 
these  means,  payment  in  specie  can  be  resumed  and 
maintained,  the  result  will  prove  the  existence  of 
great  solidity,  both  of  tiie  banks  and  of  the  mercan- 
tile classes.  The  bank  oi  England  did  not  accom- 
plish resumption  by  curtailment  e.loue.  She  had 
the  direct  aid  of  government.  And  the  banks  ofthe 
United  States,  in  1816,  did  riot  rely  on  curtailment 
alone.  They  had  the  aid  of  the  then  new  created 
b;rnk  of  the  United  Siates,  and  all  the  countenance, 
assistance,  and  friendly  support,  whieli  the  govern- 
ment could  give  them.  Still,  I would  not  discour- 
age the  efforts  ofthe  banks.  I trust  they  will  suc- 
ceed, and  that  the}'  will  resume  specie  payments  at 
the  earliest  practicable  moment;  but  it  is,  at  the 
same  lime,  my  full  conviction,  that,  by  another  and 
a better  course  of  public  policy,  the  government 
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Might  most  materially  assist  the  banks  to  bring 
lbout  resumption;  and  that,  by  government  aid,  it 
might  be  brought  about  with  infinitely  less  of  public 
inconvenience  and  individual  distress. 

For  an  easy  resumption  of  specie  payments,  there 
is  mainly  wanted  a revival  of  trust,  the  restoration 
of  confidence,  and  a harmonious  action,  between  the 
government  and  the  moneyed  institutions  of  the 
country.  But,  instead  of  efforts  to  inspire  trust 
and  create  confidence,  we  see  and  hear  nothing  but 
denunciation;  instead  of  harmonious  action,  we  find 
nothing  but  unrelenting  hostility. 

Mr.  President,  you  and  I were  in  congress,  in 
1816,  during  the  time  of  the  suspension  of  specie 
payments  by  the  banks.  What  was  the  spirit  of  the 
government  at  that  time,  si , ? Was  it  hostile,  acri- 
monious, belligerant  towards  the  slate  institutions? 
Did  it  look  on  them  only  to  frown?  Did  it  touch 
them  only  to  distress?  Did  it  put  them  all  under 
the  scourge?  You  know,  sir,  it  w as  far  otherwise. 
You  know,  that  the  secretary  of  that  day  entered 
into  friendly  correspondence  with  them,  and  assur- 
ed them  that  he  would  second  their  efforts,  for  re- 
sumption, by  all  the  means  in  his  power.  You 
know',  sir,  that,  in  fact,  he  did  render  most  essen- 
tial aid.  And  do  you  see,  sir,  any  similar  effort 
now?  Do  you  behold,  in  the  bill  before  us,  any 
thing  of  the  spirit,  or  the  policy,  of  Mr.  Madi- 
son, on  an  occasion  very  like  the  present.  Mr. 
Madison  was  a man  of  such  subdued  self-respect, 
that  he  was  willing  to  yield  to  experience  and  to 
the  opinion  of  his  country;  a man,  too,  of  so  much 
wisdom  and  true  patriotism,  that  nothing  was  al- 
lowed to  stand  between  him,  and  his  clear  percep- 
tion of  the  public  good.  Do  you  see,  sir,  any  thing 
of  this  spirit, — of  the  wisdom,  of  the  mild,  and  heal- 
ing, restoring  policy,  of  Mr.  Madison,  in  this  mea- 
sure? Another  illustrious  man,  now  numbered 
with  the  dead,  was  then  with  us,  and  was  acting  an 
important  part,  in  the  councils  of  the  country.  I 
mean  Mr.  Lowndes;  a man  not  deficient  in  force  and 
genius,  but  still  more  distinguished  for  that  large 
and  comprehensive  view  of  things,  which  is  more 
necessary  to  make  great  men,  and  is  also  much  rarer, 
than  mere  positive  talent, — and  for  an  impartial, 
well  balanced  judgment,  which  kept  him  free  from 
prejudice  and  error,  and  which  gave  great  and  just 
influence  to  all  his  opinions.  Do  you  see,  sir,  any 
thing  of  the  spirit,  the  temper,  the  cool  judgment, 
or  the  long-sighted  policy  of  Mr.  Lowndes,  in  all 
that  is  now  before  us?  And  Mr.  Crawford,  then  at 
the  head  of  the  treasury,  arduously  striving  to  re- 
store the  finances,  to  re  establish  both  public  and 
private  credit,  and  to  place  the  currency,  once  more, 
upon  its  safe  and  proper  foundation;  doyou  see,  sir, 
the  marks  of.Mr.  Crawford's  hands  in  the  measure 
now  presented  for  our  approbation? 

Mr.  President,  I have  little  to  say  of  (he  subordi 
nate  provisions  of  this  bill,  ofthe  receivers-general, 
or  of  the  dangerous  power,  given  to  the  secretary, 
of  investing  the  public  money  in  state  stocks  of  his 
own  selection.  My  opposition  to  the  bill  is  to  the 
whole  of  it.  It  is  general,  uncompromising,  and  de 
cided.  I oppose  all  its  ends,  objects,  and  purposes; 
I oppose  all  its  means,  its  inventions,  and  its  con- 
trivances. I am  opposed  to  the  separation  of  go- 
vernment and  the  people;  1 am  opposed,  now  and 
at  ail  times,  to  an  exclusive  metallic  currency;  I 
am  opposed  to  the  spirit  in  which  the  measure  orig- 
inates, and  to  all  and  every  emanation  and  ebullition 
of  that  spirit.  I solemnly  declare,  that  in  thus  stu- 
dying our  own  safety,  apd  renouncing  all  care  over 
the  general  currency,  we  are,  in  my  opinion,  aban- 
doning one  of  the  plainest  and  most  important  of 
our  constitutional  duties.  If,  sir,  we  w ere,  at  this 
moment,  at  war  with  a powerful  enemy,  and  if  his 
fleets  and  armies  were  now  ravaging  our  shores,  and 
it  were  proposed  in  congress  to  take  care  of  our- 
selves, to  defend  the  capitol,  and  abandon  the  coun- 
try to  its  fate,  it  would  be,  certainly,  a more  strik- 
ing, a more  flagrant  and  daring,  but  in  my  judg- 
ment not  a more  clear  and  manifest  dereliction  of 
duty,  than  we  commit  in  this  open  and  professed 
abandonment  of  our  constitutional  power  and  consti- 
tutional duty,  over  the  great  interest  of  the  national 
currency.  I mean  to  maintain  that  constitutional 
power,  and  Ilia!  constitutional  duty,  to  the  last.  It 
shail  not  be  with  my  consent  that  our  ancient  po- 
licy shall  be  overturned.  It  shall  not  be  with  my 
consent  (hat  the  country  shall  be  plunged  further 
and  further  into  the  unfathomed  depths  of  new  ex- 
pedients. 

It  shall  not  be,  without  a voice  of  remonstrance 
from  me,  that  one  great  and  important  purpose  lor 
which  this  government  was  framed,  shall  now  be 
surrendered  and  abandoned  forever. 
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February  23.  After  the  presentation  of  petitions, 
memorials,  8cc. 


Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  submitted  a resolution, 
which  lies  over  one  day,  calling  on  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  for  statements  of  the  whole  number  of 
acres  of  the  public  lands  granted  to  each  of  the 
states  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Alabama,  Mis- 
sissippi, Louisiana,  Missouri,  Michigan,  and  Ark- 
ansas, with  the  particulars;  the  number  of  acres  sold 
in  said  states  at  public  or  private  sale,  the  number 
remaining  unsold,  distinguishing  between  Indian 
and  other  lands,  and  the  number  of  acres  sold  in 
Indiana,  with  (tie  amount  received  from  those  sales. 

The  unfavorable  reports  on  the  claims  of  Andrew 
King,  and  the  widow  of  Thomas  Cogswell,  were 
taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  issuing  patents  to  certain 
lands  at  Green  Bay,  Wisconsin,  and  the  bills  for 
the  relief  of  Robert  Dickey,  J oseph  Hall,  Albion 
T.  Crow,  the  heirs  of  John  Hawkins,  the  heirs  of 
lieutenant  William  Russworm,  the  heirs  of  doctor 
William  Rumsey,  the  hc-irs  of  Nathan  Peter  and 
William  Adams,  and  the  owners  of  the  brig  De- 
spatch and  cargo,  were  severally  read  a third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  examination  and  test  of 
Samuel  Raub’s  double  safe-acting  safety  valve,  was 
taken  up,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Davis,  again  laid 
on  the  table,  on  the  ground  that  a general  bill  au- 
thorizing experiments  on  steam  boilers,  &c.  had 
already  passed  the  senate. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
sub-treasury  hill,  and  Mr.  Rives’s  substitute. 

Mr.  Brawn  spoke  till  half  past  four  o’clock  in 
favor  of  the  bill. 

After  an  executive  session,  (moved  by  Mr. 
Grundy,) 

The  senate  adjourned  till  Monday. 

February  26.  The  chair  communicated  a letter 
from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  answer  to  a 
resolution  of  the  senate  of  the  22d  instant,  direct- 
ing him  to  communicate  the  report  of  E.  and  G. 
W.  Blunt,  of  New  York,  relative  to  the  construc- 
tion and  improvement  of  light-houses,  stating  that 
no  such  communication  had  been  received  at  his 
office,  nor  at  the  office  of  the  fifth  auditor. 

Also,  a report  from  the  same,  transmitting,  in 
compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  acts  lor  the 
establishment  of  the  treasury,  war,  and  navy  de- 
partments, a list  of  contracts  entered  into  for  the 
year  1837:  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Also,  a report  from  the  war  department,  trans- 
mitting, in  compliance  of  a resolution  of  the  senate, 
a map  of  the  military  road  from  Saginaw  and  Macki- 
naw; which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lyon,  was  laid  on 
the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Trotter  presented  the  memorial  of  the  legisla- 
ture of  Mississippi,  praying  congress  to  ralily  and 
confirm  certain  pre-emption  claims  under  the  act 
of  June,  1834:  referred  to  the  committee  on  public 
lands. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indian,  presented  a memorial, 
signed  by  seventy-four  of  the  members  of  the  gene- 
ral assembly  of  the  state  of  Ohio,  praying  congress 
to  appropriate  a portion  of  the  public  kinds  in  a 
subscription  for  a part  of  the  capital  stock  of  the 
Jeffersonville  and  New  Albany  canal  company,  in- 
corporated by  the  state  of  Indiana,  to  construct  a 
canal  around  the  falls  of  Ohio,  on  the  Indiana  side, 
of  sufficient  capacity  to  pass  steamboats  of  the 
largest  size. 

Mr.  S.  said  he  had  before  had  the  honor  to  intro- 
duce, memorials,  numerously  signed  by  the  busi- 
ness men  of  Wheeling  and  Cincinnati,  on  this  sub- 
ject. Those  memorials  had  been  printed,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  roads  and  canals.  He 
( Mr.  S.)  would  only  say,  on  the  present  occasion, 
that  the  great  importance  of  the  measure  was  ad- 
mitted and  felt  by  the  whole  western  country. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  S.  the  memorial  was  referred 
to  the  committee  on  roads  and  canals. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  presented  the  memorial  of 
the  inhabitanls  of  township  three,  range  nine  west, 
of  Huntsville,  Alabama,  representing  that  the  16th 
section,  reserved  for  schools,  in  that  township  is 
sterile  and  unproductive,  and  praying  a grant  of 
other  lands  in  lieu  of  the  same:  which  was  referred 
to  the  committee  on  public  lands. 

Mr.  Benton  presented  the  memorial  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  Erie,  Pennsylvania,  praying  congress 
to  take  measures  to  prevent  the  re-issue  of  the  notes 
ofthe  old  bank  of  the  United  States:  referred  to  the 
committee  or.  finance. 

Mr.  Bveharutn  presented  the  memorial  of  a large 
number  of  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  asking  congress 
to  establish  a dry  dock  at  that  place,  and  setting 
forth  strong  reasons  why  such  an  establishment 
should  exist  there:  referred  to  the  committee  on 
naval  affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Benton, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be 
directed  to  cause  to  be  prepared  and  communicated  I 


l to  the  senate,  tables  of  the  rales  of  exchange,  for- 
eign and  domestic,  and  of  the  price  of  bank  notes 
at  different  periods,  from  such  materials  as  are  in 
the  department,  and  such  others  as  can  be  conve- 
niently procured. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wall,  the  senate  took  up  and 
considered  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  the  bill 
for  the  establishment  of  a port  of  entry  at  Jersey 
city;  and,  after  brief  explanations  from  Messrs, 
Wall  and  King,  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  lor 
a third  reading. 

A message  was  received  from  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives by  Mr.  Franklin,  the  clerk,  announcing 
the  death  of  the  honorable  Jonathan  Cilley,  a mem- 
ber of  the  house  from  the  state  of  Maine,  and  stat- 
ing that  the  funeral  would  take  place  from  the  hall 
ofthe  house  to  morrow  at  12  o’clock. 

Mr.  Williams  rose  and  addressed  the  senate  as 
follows: 

Mr.  President:  I came  into  the  senate  this  morn- 
ing, exhausted  and  overwhelmed,  to  perform  the 
melancholy  duty  of  announcing  to  you  and  to  the 
senate  of  the  United  States  the  sudden  and  lament- 
ed death  of  my  friend  and  colleague  the  honorable 
Jonathan  Cilley,  a representative  from  Maine,  in 
the  congress  ofthe  United  States. 

At  the  last  adjournment  of  the  senate,  Mr.  Cil- 
ley was  in  perfect  health,  full  of  hope  and  expecta- 
tion of  making  himself  useful  in  asserting  and  vin- 
dicating the  violated  rights  of  his  state,  and  of  dis- 
tinguishing himself  in  the  great  questions  which 
now  so  deeply  agitate  the  public  mind;  full  of  zeal 
and  ardent  patriotism;  and  of  devotion  to  the  great 
cause  of  human  liberty  and  of  human  rights,  he  con- 
sidered that  a crisis  had  arisen  when  his  country 
had  a right  to  claim  the  services  of  her  sons.  lie 
obeyed  the  call  of  his  constituents,  relinquishing 
the  enjoyments  of  the  domestic  circle  of  a wife 
and  three  children.  He  is  now  a lifeless  corpse; 
all  his  hopes  are  blasted  and  destroyed,  and  his  con- 
stituents are  deprived  of  the  services  of  an  able  and 
faithful  representative. 

Mr.  Cilley  was  a native  of  New  Hampshire,  and 
belonged  to  one  of  the  most  ancient  and  respectable 
families  in  that  state.  Patriotism  and  bravery  were 
bis  inheritance.  His  grandfather  was  the  distin- 
guished patriot  and  brave  officer  of  the  revolution; 
general  Cilley;  and  his  brother,  captain  Jose  ph 
Cilley,  was  the  gallant  leader  of  the  heroic  charge, 
under  colonel  Miller,  at  the  battle  of  Bridgewater 
heights,  in  the  last  war. 

The  deceased  was  a graduate  of  Bowdoin  col- 
lege, in  Maine,  and  by  his  superior  talents  and  ap- 
plication attained  a high  standing  at  the  bar  in  that 
state.  He  was  a good  lawyer,  an  able  advocate, 
and  a powerful  debater. 

From  early  life  Mr.  Cilley  was  ardently  attached 
to  the  principles  of  free  government;  a zealous  ad- 
vocate of  the  rights  of  the  whole  people,  and  a de- 
termined opponent  of  the  claim  oftli  a few  to  tyran- 
nise over  the  many. 

In  1S32,  Mr.  Cilley  was  elected  to  the  house  of 
representatives  in  Maine,  and  in  1S35  and  1836 
was  speaker  of  that  body,  where  his  talents  and 
love  of  country  became  so  conspicuous,  that  in 
1837  he  was  elected  to  congress  in  a district  in 
which  the  majority  were  his  political  apponents. 

Of  his  conduct  here  I need  not  speak-,  for  all  who 
hear  me,  all  who  knew  Mr.  Cillleyin  the  otherend 
of  the  capitol,  will  bear  testimony  of  his  ability,  to 
his  open,  frank,  and  determined  course,  to  the  high 
order  of  his  talents  aad  powers  as  a debater,  arid 
to  the  respect  and  deference  he  paid  to  the  rights 
of  others. 

As  a man,  Mr.  Cilley  was  warm,  ardent,  gene- 
rous, noble;  as  a friend,  true,  faithful,  abiding.  He 
was  in  the  meridian  of  his  life,  aged  35:  the  past 
was  the  earnest  ofthe  future. 

In  his  death  Maine  has  lost  one  of  her  brightest 
ornaments,  and  the  nation  is  bereft  of  a devoted 
patriot,  and  an  ardent,  zealous  supporter  of  its  free 
institutions. 

The  sun  which  set  upon  the  lifeless  corpse  of  mv 
late  friend  and  colleague,  rose  bright  and  cheerin'" 
upon  his  distant  fireside  circle,  and  the  wife  of  his 
bosom  blest  its  gladsome  beams,  and  (old  tier  inno- 
cent children  that  it  brought  the  return  of  their 
father  one  dav  nearer. 

Alas!  nor  wife  nor  children  shall  see  him  more. 
Who  shail  now  penetrate  that  bereaved  mansion, 
and  witness  the  tears,  the  agony,  the  distraction  of 
the  widow  and  the  fatherless?  Mv.  president,  I 
cannot.  May  the  Father  of  all  Mercies  be  their 
comforter  and  their  support. 

Of  the  cause  and  manner  of  (he  death  of  Mr. 
Cilley,  I forbear  to  speak;  but  allow  me  to  say, 
that  it  is  my  solemn  conviction  that  he  entertained 
no  ill  will,  and  intended  no  disrespect  to  Mr  Graves, 
in  any  thing  that  occurred;  and  that  in  accepting 
the  call,  he  did  nothing  more  than  he  believed  in- 
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dispensable  to  avoid  disgrace  to  himself,  to  his  fam- , 
ily,  and  to  his  constituents. 

Mr.  Williams  then  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lutions, which  were  unanimously  adopted: 

Resolved , unanimously,  That  the  senate  will  at- 
tend the  funeral  of  the  honorable  Jonathan  Cilley , , 
late  a member  of  the  house  of  representatives,  from 
the  state  of  Maine,  at  the  hour  of  twelve  o’clock 
to-morrow,  and  as  a testimony  of  respect  for  the 
memory  of  the  deceased,  they  will  go  into  mournibg 
by  wearing  crape  round  the  left  arm  for  thirty  days. 

And,  as  an  additional  mark  of  respect  to  the 
memory  of  the  deceased. 

Resolved,  That  the  senate  do  now'  adjourn. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

February  27.  The  senate  assembled  at  12  o’clock, 
pursuant  to  adjournment;  and  after  the  journal  was 
read, 

Mr.  While  rose  and  said,  that  in  order  that  the 
senate  might  carry  into  effect  the  resolution  adopt- 
ed yesterday,  in  relation  to  attending  the  funeral  of 
the  deceased  member  from  Maine,  he  would  move 
that  the  senate  adjourn;  which  motion  being  con- 
curred in, 

The  senate  adjourned  until  to  morrow, at  twelve 
o’clock. 

February  28. — The  following  petitions,  &c.  were 
presented: 

By  Mr.  Webster:  from  a number  of  citizens  of 
New  York,  praying  congress  to  take  into  their  se- 
rious consideration  the  condition  of  the  currency, 
and  establish  a bank  of  the  United  States,  for  the 
purpose  of  restoring  the  currency  to  its  former 
sound  condition.  I, aid  on  the  table. 

Also,  from  Daniel  A.  Brown,  in  relation  to  the 
preservation,  &c.  of  timber  for  the  navy  of  the 
United  States.  Referred. 

By  Mr  Buchanan:  the  proceedings  of  a meeting 
of  the  “democratic”  citizens  of  Philadelphia  coun- 
ty, requesting  him  to  disobey  his  legislative  in- 
structions in  regard  to  the  sub-treasury  scheme. — 
Read,  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

[Mr.  Buchanan,  in  presenting  these  proceedings, 
said  he  regretted  he  could  not  comply  with  the  re- 
quest of  the  democratic  delegation  of  the  county 
of  Philadelphia,  that  he  should  pay  no  regard  to  the 
instructing  resolution  of  the  legislature  of  Penn- 
sylvania. On  this  subject  his  determination  was 
fixed,  and  could  nut  be  changed  by  any  human 
power,  except  the  legislature  itself;  and,  much  as 
he  respected  the  source  from  which  this  request 
emanated — and  it  was  worthy  of  all  respect — he 
could  only  refer  the  delegates  to  the  remarks  which 
he  had  made  in  the  senate,  some  days  ago,  on  pre- 
senting the  resolution  of  instruction,  as  a fair  ex- 
position of  his  views  on  the  subject.  Had  he  con- 
sulted his  own  feelings,  he  should  have  resigned 
rather  than  obeyed;  but  friends  whose  opinion  he 
valued  had  convinced  him  it  was  a case  for  obe- 
dience, and  not  for  resignation.  He  was  sorry  to 
be  placed  in  this  position,  because  there  was  no 
man  in  the  country  who,  as  an  individual,  was  more 
decidedly  and  strongly  in  favor  of  a separation  be- 
tween the  banks  and  the  government  than  he  was 
himself.] 

By  Fir.  Allen:  praying  the  repeal  of  postage  on 
newspapers  not  sent  beyond  the  limits  of  any'  one 
county.  Referred. 

By  Mr.  Wall:  against  the  admission  of  Texas. 
Laid  on  the  table. 

Also,  the  proceedings  of  a public  meeting  of 
citizens  of  New  Jersey,  assembled  at  Newark,  in 
which  Mr.  W.  said  they  had  expressed  their  opin- 
ions in  relation  to  a variety  of  public  matters,  from 
which  Mr.  W.  differed,  though  he  considered  the 
meeting  highly  respectable.  Laid  on  the  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

By  Mr.  Young:  numerous  petitions  from  Illinois, 
in  relation  to  mail  routes.  Referred. 

Also,  various  petitions  in  regard  to  pre-emption 
rights.  Laid  on  the  table,  arid  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a petition  asking  a grant  of  land  for  the 
improvement  of  Fox  river.  Referred. 

By  Mr.  While:  from  citizens  of  Sevier  county, 
Tennessee,  asking  for  a new  mail  route  from  Se- 
vier court  house  1 6 South  Carolina.  Referred. 

By  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama:  resolutions  of  the  le- 
gislature of  Alabama  in  favor  of  the  annexation  of 
Texas  to  the  union.  Read,  laid  on  the  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

By  Messrs.  Wall,  Lyon,  Movton,  and  Niles:  on 
individual  claims. 

Mr.  Robbins,  from  the  committee  on  tile  library, 
reported  a joint  resolution,  authorizing  the  secreta- 
ry of  the  senate  and  clerk  of  the  house  to  subscribe 
for  ten  numbers  of  Niles’  Register  for  each  of 
the  members  of  congress,  (to  be  deliver'd  ever, 
week,)  provided  that  the  editor  w'ould  consent 
to  publish  the  proceedings  of  congress,  with  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  each  question  so  taken,  and 
also  a supplement  at  the  end  of  the  session,  con- 


; taining  all  public  and  private  laws  of  congress,  trea- 
ties, fee.  and  furnish  to  each  member  one  copy  of 
this  supplement  free  of  charge. 

The  resolution  having  been  read  once, 

Mr.  Benton  said  he  hoped  this  business  would 
I stop  at  once.  He  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  question  of  ordering  it  to  a second  reading. 

Mr.  Robbins  moved  that  the  resolution  be  laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Benton:  Never  to  be  called  up  again? 

Mr.  Robbins:  I shall  consent  to  no  such  thing. 

Mr.  Benton:  Then  I move  that  it  be  indefinitely 
postponed. 

The  question  on  laying  on  the  table  having  pre- 
cedence, was  put,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  ofMr.  While,  the  special  committee  on 
the  case  of  Mr.  Ruggles,  were  authorized  to  em- 
ploy a clerk. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Benton,  the  committee  on  the 
judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  appointing  a separate  judge  for  the  west- 
ern district  of  Louisiana. 

The  following  bills  were  read  a third  time,  and 
passed: 

For  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Nathan  Peter,  and 
William  Adams;  for  the  relief  of  the  owners  of  the 
brig  Despatch  and  cargo;  authorizing  the  issuing  of 
patents  to  certain  lands  at  Green  Bay,  Wisconsin; 
establishing  a port  of  entry  at  Jersey  city.  New 
Jersey. 

And  the  bill  to  establish  two  additional  land  dis- 
tricts in  Wisconsin,  west  of  the  Mississippi. 

[An  amendment  to  this  till,  formerly  offered  by 
Mr.  Sevier,  for  making  one  land  district  instead  of 
two,  was  discussed  by  Messrs.  Sevier,  Young, 
Walker . Lyon,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  and  King,  and 
rejected.] 

Mr.  Prentiss  gave  notice  that  he  should,  to-mor- 
row, ask  leave  to  bring  in  a bill  to  prohibit,  under 
suitable  penalties,  the  giving  and  receiving,  within 
this  district,  of  a challenge  to  fight  a duel. 

The  senate  then  resumed  the  sub-treasury  bill. 

Mr.  Davis  rose  and  addressed  the  senate  in  oppo- 
sition to  this  measure  till  near  4 o’clock,  particu- 
larly aiming  to  show  that  the  late  and  present  ad- 
ministrations have  had  in  view  as  the  main  and 
’«,ramount  object  of  all  their  financial  measures, 
the  establishment  of  a government  bank,  resting  on 
the  public  revenue.  Before  he  had  concluded,  he 
gave  way  to  a motion  to  adjourn,  and 

The  senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday,  February  23.  In  answer  to  a question, 
proposed  to  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means,  by  Mr.  Pickens, 

Mr.  Cambreleng  said  that  that  committee  in  the 
course  of  the  ensuing  week,  would  report  a bill  for 
the  keeping  and  disbursing  the  public  revenue. 

Mr.  Thomas,  of  Maryland,  gave  notice  (as  chair- 
man of  the  committee  on  the  judiciiry)  that,  im- 
mediately after  the  neutrality  bill  should  be  dispos- 
ed of,  he  should  move  to  take  up  the  bill  to  prevent 
the  abatement  of  suits,  &c.  against  the  late  Bank 
of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Howard , by  leave,  moved  that  the  house,  at 
one  o’clock  this  day,  do  take  up  the  bill  for  the 
preservation  of  neutral  relations  ; which  motion 
was  agreed  to. 

A number  of  reports  from  committees  were  re- 
ceived, which  will  be  duly  noticed  in  their  progress. 

A few  resolutions  of  minor  importance  having 
been  offered, 

Mr  Reed  asked  leave  to  offer  a resolution  grant- 
ing the  use  of  the  hall  to  the  congressional  tempe- 
rance society  on  Tuesday  evening  next;  objection 
being  made, 

Mr.  Reed  moved  a suspension  of  the  rule,  in  or- 
der to  enable  him  to  offer  the  resolution;  this  mo- 
tion prevailed  by  a vote  of  more  than  two-thirds — 
ayes  9 1 , noes  38. 

The  question  being  upon  the  adoption  of  the  re- 
solution, 

Mr.  Boon  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  ; which 
were  not  ordered  ; and  the  resolution  was  adopted 
without  a division. 

The  hour  of  one  o’clock  having  arrived,  the  neu- 
trality bill  was  again  taken  up  and  considered. 

The  pending  question  being  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Bell,  to  commit  the  bill  to  the  committee  of 
the  whole,  with  instructions  to  report  a substitute, 
which  he  sent  to  the  chair  yesterday. 

The  debate  was  continued  by  Messrs.  Patton, 
Taylor,  Howard.  Dunn,.  McKay,  Haynes,  Bell,  Ro- 
bertson, Wise,  Mercer,  and  Adams  ; when,  without 
coming  to  any  decision  upon  either  amendment 
proposed,  the  house,  on  motion,  adjourned,  at  half 
past  4 o’clock. 

Saturday,  Feb.  24.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Worthing- 
ton. 

Resolved,  That  the  clerk  of  the  house  of  repre- 


sentatives cause  2,000  copies  of  the  survey  and 
chart  of  the  harbor  of  Havre  de  Grace  and  mouth 
of  the  Susquehannah  and  head  waters  of  the  Chesa- 
peake bay,  communicated  to  the  house  on  the  2d 
of  February.  1S37,  from  the  war  department,  To  he 
lithographed  on  a reduced  scale,  for  the  use  of  the 
house. 

Several  committees  having  made  reports,  which 
will  be  duly  noticed  hereafter, 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  transmitling  informa- 
lion  called  for  by  the  house  on  the  19th  inst.  in 
relation  to  the  land  ceded  to  the  United  States  by 
the  Shawnee  Indians,  under  the  treaty  of  Wapagh- 
konetta,  andMhe  amount  due.  to  said  Indians  on 
account  of  said  cession. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from 
the  secretary  of  the  navy,  transmitting  the  infor- 
mation called  for  on  the  19th  instant,  in  relation  to 
the  survey  of  the  St.  Helena  bar,  South  Carolina. 

The  resolution  olfered  on  a former  day  by  Mr. 
Wm.  Cost  Johnson,  proposing  the  appointment  of 
a committee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
making  a further  appropriation  of  public  lands  for 
the  purposes  of  education,  being  taken  up — 

Mr,  J.  took  the  floor,  and  modified  his  motion 
so  as  to  read  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  each  of  the  United  States  has  an 
equal  right  to  participate  in  the  benefit  of  the  pub- 
lic lands,  the  common  property  of  the  union. 

Resolved,  That  each  of  the  states  in  whose  favor 
congress  have  not  made  appropriations  of  land  for 
the  purposes  of  education  are  entitled  to  such  ap- 
propriations as  will , correspond  in  a just  propor- 
tion with  those  heretofore  made  in  favor  of  other 
states. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of report 

a bill  making  an  increased  appropriation  of  the 
public  lands,  the  property  of  the  United  States, 
yet  unappropriated  to  ail  the  states  and  territories 
of  the  union  lor  the  purposes  of  free  schools,  acade- 
mies, and  the  promoting  and  diffusion  of  education 
in  every  part  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  J.  then  commenced  and  made  some  progress 
in  his  remarks,  in  support  of  this  resolution,  when 
they  were  cut  off  by  the  arrival  of  the  hour  lor  the 
orders  of  the  day. 

The  pending  question  was  the  same  as  on  yes- 
terday, and  the  debate  was  resumed  and  continued 
by  Messrs.  Crockett,  Whittlesey,  of  Connecticut, 
Garland,  of  Virginia,  Rcncher,  Hoisted,  Touccy, 
and  Petrikin;  which  last  named  gentleman  moved 
the  previous  question,  upon  engrossing  the  amend- 
ment, agreed  to;  (limiting  the  operation  of  the  bill 
to  January,  IS  to,)  and  another,  inserting  at  the 
end  of  the  second  section  the  words  “ether  than 
ports  or  places  within  such  conterminous  state  or 
territory,”  and  to  engross  the  bill  for  a third  read- 
ing. 

Upon  the  first  count,  for  seconding  the  motion 
for  the  previous  question,  the  ayes  were  64,  and 
the  nays  43.  No  quorum. 

The  speaker  then  said  that  there  was  evidently 
a quorum  present,  and  desired  members  to  vote 
upon  one  side  or  the  other. 

Mr.  Robertson  moved  (unsuccessfully)  for  a call 
of  the  house. 

The  house  was  then  counted  again  (by  tellers) 
and  the  call  for  the  previous  question  was  sustain- 
ed. Ayes  83,  noes  51.  So  the  motion  was  se- 
conded. 

The  previous  question  was  then  decided  in  the 
affirmative;  and  the  bill,  as  amended,  was  read,  at 
the  request  of  Mr.  Pulton,  who  remarked  that  the 
bill  as  it  stood  amended,  purposed  to  prohibit  the 
trade  with  Canada. 

The  bill  being  read,  as  amended, 

Mr.  FiUmore  asked  for  (he  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  ordered:  and  the  question  on  ordering  the 
bill,  as  amended,  to  a third  reading  was  decided  as 
follows. 

YEAS — Messrs.  J.  W.  Allen,  Andeison,  Ather- 
ton. Beatty,  Beirne,  Bickriell,  Bruyn,  Cambreleng, 
T.  J.  Carter,  Chapman,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Connor, 
Corwin,  Craig,  Crary,  Cranston,  Curtis,  Cushman, 
Davies,  De  Graff,  Evans,  Farrington,  Fairfield, 
Fry,  Glascock,  Grantland,  Gray,  Haley,  Ham- 
mond, Haynes,  Hoffman,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Wm. 
C.  Jolirreon.  Klingensmith,  Legare,  Lincoln,  James 
M. Mason,  Martin,  Maxwell,  Me  Kay,  Robert  Mc- 
Clellan, Abraham  Me  Clellan,  Me  Kim,  Me  Ken- 
nan,  Milligan,  Miller,  Morgan,  S.  W.  Morris,  No- 
ble, Owens,  Palmer,  Parker,  Paynter,  Pearce, 
Prnnybacker,  PcrtHr,  Pratt,  Rariden,  Rencher, 
Ridgway,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  C.  Shepard,  Stuart, 
Thomas,  Titus,  Toucey,  Turney.  Wepks,  Libia 
Whittlesey,  T.  T.  Whittlesey,  L.  Yv'iliiams,  J.  \V. 
Williams,  S.  L.  Williams,  Worthington — 7G. 

NAYS — Messrs  Adarns,  Alexander,  H.  Allen, 
Aycrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Boon,  Borden,  Boul- 
din,  Brodhead,  Bronson,  Wm.  B.  Campbell,  Wm. 
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i B Carter,  Casey,  Chambers,  Chaney,  Clark,  Clow- 
ney,  Crockett, Davee, Debeiry, Dennis, Dromgoole. 
Dunn,  Edwards,  Everett,  Fillmore,  Gallup,  J.  Gar- 
land, J.  Graham,  William  Graham,  Grant,  Hall, 

| Halsted,  Harlan,  Harper,  Henry,  Herod,  Iiolsey, 
R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  J . Jackson,  Henry  Johnson,  J o- 
seph  Johnson,  J.  W.  Jones,  Kemble,  Lawler, 
Loomis,  Lyon,  Mallory,  Marvin,  Samson  Mason, 

I Maury,  Mercer,  Mitchell,  Montgomery,  Calvary 
j Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Patterson,  Patton, 

I Peck,  Petrikin,  Phillips,  Plumer,  Pope,  Potts, 
Randolph,  Reed,  Rives,  Robertson,  Sawyer, Shields, 
Sibley,  Smith,  Snyder,  Southgate,  Spencer,  Stanly, 
Stone,  Stratton,  Taliaferro,  Tillinghast,  Under- 
wood, Albert  S.  White,  Sherrod  Williams,  Yell, 
j Yorke — S8. 

So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

When  this  decision  was  announced— 

Mr.  Patton  rose,  and  intimating  that  the  vote 
I just  taken  could  not  be  considered  as  expressing  the 
I sense  of  the  house  on  the  expediency  of  legislating 
in  some  way  upon  the  subject  to  which  the  bill  re- 
] fVrred,  but  rather  as  proving  the  force  of  the  objec- 
tions taken  to  the  form  of  t lie  bill,  moved  a recon- 
sideration of  the  vote  just  taken;  in  which  motion 
j he  was  supported  by  Mr.  Tillinghast. 

Mr.  Howard  then  proposed  an  amendment,  which 
; he  sent  to  the  chair,  and  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Mason , of  Ohio,  moved  to  refer  the  bill  and 
! amendment  to  the  committee  on  the  judiciary. 

Mr.  Robertson,  of  Va.  moved  the  reference  to 
the  committee  on  foreign  affairs. 

After  a few  remarks  by  Mr.  Biddle  on  the  merits 

■ of  the  question  embraced  in  the  bill, 

The  motion  to  refer  to  the  committee  on  the  ju- 
diciary was  lost;  54  in  the  affirmative,  nays  not 
; counted. 

The  motion  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  commit- 
tee on  foreign  alfairs  was  carried;  85  in  the  afiirma- 
’ live,  nays  not  counted. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  gave  notice  that,  on  Monday 
j next,  he  should  ask  the  house  to  proceed  (at  one 
i o’clock)  to  the  consideration  of  the  appropriation 
1 bills. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  transmitting  a state- 
ment of  contracts  made  in  the  treasury  depart- 
ment during  the  year  1837;  a statement  of  con- 
tracts relative  to  light-houses,  beacon-lights,  &c.; 
a statement  of  payments  made  according  to  law  at 
the  treasury  of  the  United  States  during  the  year 
1337,  for  the  discharge  of  miscellaneous  claims, 
and  a statement  of  expenditures  from  the  marine 
hospital  fund  for  the  relief  of  sick  and  disabled 
seamen. 

Then  the  house,  on  motion,  adjourned,  at  a quar- 
ter before  4 o’clock. 

Monday,  February  26.  As  soon  as  the  journal 
was  read, 

Mr.  Fairfield  rose  and  addressed  the  house  as 
follows : 

Mr.  Speaker:  An  event  has  occurred  since  our 
last  adjournment,  which  has  spread  a deep  gloom 
, over  this  community,  and  deprived  this  body  of  one 
of  its  most  valuable  members.  I allude,  sir,  to  the 
death  of  my  late  colleague,  the  honorable  Jonathan 
Gilley,  which,  it  is  my  painful  duty  to  announce, 
took  place  on  Satuiday  last  near  this  city.  One 
hour  we  saw  him  in  full  life,  standing  in  the  midst 
of  us  in  all  the  pride  and  vigor  of  manhood  ; the 
next,  a helpless,  inanimate  corpse.  It  is  a case, 
sir,  most  melancholy  and  heart-rending  in  all  its 
circumstances,  (of  which,  however,  this  is  not  the 
1 occasion  to  speak”  and  brings  home  to  our  minds, 

■ with  peculiar  emphasis,  the  trite  but  solemn  truth, 
that  “in  the  midst  of  life  we  are  in  death.” 

My  deceased  colleague  was  a man  of  uncommon 
talents.  His  mind  was  strong,  vigorous,  well  stor- 
ed, and  well  disciplined.  He  had,  moreover,  that 
indomitable  spirit  of  perseverance  in  all  the  pur- 
: suits  of  an  elevat  'd  and  honorable  ambition,  which 
would  not  rest  satisfied  with  low  attainments.  Fie 
partook  largely,  loo,  of  that  fearless  patriotism  of 
[ his  ancestors,  which  made  them  “pour  out  their 
blood  like  water,”  in  the  war  of  the  revolution, 
and  which  also  displayed  itself  in  the  brave  arid 
chivalrous  conduct  of  an  only  brother  during  the 
latp  war* 

His  fellow-citizens  has  often  elected  him  to  places 
of  honor  and  trust  in  the  state  of  his  adoption,  and 
had  now  given  him  a seat  among  the  representa- 
tives of  tile  nation  ; among  us,  who  are  now  spared 
to  d ’plore  his  abrupt  and  tragical  removal.  Though 
he  had  not  long  been  a member  of  this  body,  he 
had  established  an  enviable  and  an  enduring  repu- 
tation. His  ready  powers  of  debate,  his  warm  and 
fervid  eloquence,  his  manlv  bearing  towards  oppo- 
nents, and  courteous  demeanor  to  all,  will  be  rea- 
dily acknowledged,  and  long  remembered,  by  the 
members  of  this  house. 

Tint  his  sudden  and  melancholy  death  will  pro- 


duce a deep  sensation  in  Maine,  and  indeed  through- 
out the  whole  country,  no  one  can  doubt : but  the 
annunciation  of  the  dreadful  fact  to  the  partner  of 
his  bosom,  sitting  in  the  midst  of  the  young  pledg- 
es of  their  mutual  affection,  little  dreaming  of  the 
blow  that  awaits  her,  it  is  shocking  to  contemplate. 
No  one  can  think  of  it  but  with  feelings  of  the 
most  poignant  and  heartfelt  grief.  May  “ He  who 
tempers  the  wind  to  the  shorn  lamb,”  and  who 
“ will  not  break  tiie  bruised  reed,”  give  her  that 
consolation  anil  support  which  she  needs,  and 
which  no  earthly  power  can  give. 

With  this  brief  and  imperfect  announcement,  I 
beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  the  members  cf  this  house  will 
attend  the  funeral  of  Jonathan  Cilley,  deceased, 
late  a member  of  the  house  from  the  state  of  Maine, 
at  12  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Resolved,  That  a commiftee  be  appointed  to  take 
order  for  superintending  the  funeral  of  Jonathan 
Cilley,  deceased. 

Resolved,  That  the  members  and  officers  of  this 
house  will  testify  their  respect  for  the  memory  of 
Jonathan  Cilley,  by  wearing  crape  on  the  left  arm 
for  thirty  days. 

The  resolutions  w'ere  unanimously  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fairjield,  the  house  then  ad- 
journed till  12  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  February  27.  The  house  met,  pursu- 
ant to  adjournment,  at  12  o’clock,  lor  the  purpose 
of  attending  the  funeral  obsequies  of  the  honorable 
Jonathan  Cilley,  late  a representative  in  congress 
from  the  state  of  Maine. 

The  committee  of  arrangements,  pall-bearers, 
and  mourners,  attended  at  the  late  residence  of  the 
deceased,  at  Mr.  Birth’s,  at  11  o’clock,  a.  m.  at 
which  time  the  remains  were  removed,  in  charge 
of  the  committee  of  arrangements,  attended  by  the 
sergeant-at-arms  of  the  house  of  representatives, 
to  the  hall,  where  the  funeral  service  was  perform- 
ed by  the  reverend  Mr.  Slicer,  and  the  discourse 
preached  by  the  reverend  Mr.  Reese. 

The  funeral  procession  then  moved  from  the  hall 
of  the  house  of  representatives  to  the  place  of  in- 
terment, in  the  following  order  : 

The  chaplains  of  both  houses. 

Committee  of  arrangements,  viz: 

Mr.  Evans,  cf  Maine. 

Mr.  Atherton,  of  N.  H.  Mr.  Coles,  of  Va. 

Mr.  Connor,  of  N.  C.  Mr.  Johnson,  of  La. 
Mr.  Whittlesey,  of  Ohio,  Mr.  Fill  more,  of  N.  Y . 

Pall  bearers,  viz: 

Mr.  Thomas,  of  Maryland,  Mr.  Campbell,  of  S.  C. 
Mr.  Williams, of  N.  H.  Mr.  White,  of  Indiana, 
Mr.  Ogle,  of  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Marlin,  of  Ala. 

The  family  and  friends  of  the  deceased. 

The  members  of  the  house  of  representatives  and 
senators  from  Maine,  as  mourners. 

The  sergeant-at-arms  of  I he  house  of  representatives. 
The  house  of  representatives,  preceded  by  their 
speaker  and  clerk. 

The  sergeant-at-arms  of  the  senate. 

The  senate  of  the  United  States,  preceded  by  the 
vice  president  and  their  secretary. 

The  president  of  the  United  States. 

The  heads  of  departments. 

Judges  of  the  supreme  court,  and  its  officers. 
Foreign  ministers. 

Citizens  and  strangers. 

Wednesday,  Feb.  28.  Immediately  after  the  read- 
ing of  the  journal, 

Mr.  Fairfield,  of  Maine,  asked  leave  to  offer  a 
resolution,  which  was  read  for  information,  as  fol- 
lows: 

“Resolved,  That  a committee  consisting  of  seven 
members  be  appointed  to  invesfigate  the  causes 
which  led  to  the  death  of  (he  honorable  Jonathan 
Cilley',  late  a member  of  this  house,  and  the  cir- 
cumstances connected  therewith,  and  to  report 
thereon  to  this  house.” 

“Resolved,  That  said  committee  have  power  to 
send  for  persons  and  papers,  and  have  leave  to  sit 
during  the  sessions  of  the  house.” 

Mr.  Bell  objecting  to  its  reception  at  this  time, 

Mr.  Fairfield  moved  a suspension  of  the  rules,  to 
allow  of  his  offering  the  resolution  at  this  time. 

Mr.  Bell  stated  that  he  had  objected  only  because 
he  thought  it  better  to  postpone  any  action  in  rela- 
tion to  the  subject  referred  to  for  a few  days,  until 
existing  excitement  should  have  had  time  to  sub- 
side. 

Mr.  Parker , of  New  York,  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  question  of  suspending  the  rule; 
they  were  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  resulted  as 
follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  Al- 
len, Anderson,  Atherton,  Aycrigg,  Beatty,  Beirne, 
Bicknell,  Biddle,  Birdsall,  Bond,  Boon.  Borden, 
Bouldin,  Briggs,  Broadhead,  Brnyn,W.  B.  Calhoun, 
Cambreleng,  Case)',  Clark,  Coles,  Craig,  Crary, 
Cushman,  Davies,  Deberry,  DeGraff,  Dunn,  Ed- 


wards, Elmore,  Evans,  Everett,  Fairfield,  Fletcher, 
Fry,  Gallup,  Glascock,  Goode,  Granlland,  Grant, 
Cray,  Grennell,  Haley,  Hall,  Hammond,  Hastings, 
Haynes,  Henry,  Hopkins,  Hubley,  N.  Jones,  Kil- 
gore, Lewis,  Logan,  Loomis,  Lyon,  Marvin,  Mar- 
tin, Maxwell,  McKay,  Robert  McClellan,  A.  Mc- 
Clellan, McKiin,  Milligan,  Miller,  Montgomery, 
Morgan,  M.  Morris,  S.  W.  Morris,  C.  Morris, 
Noble,  Noyes,  Owens,  Palmer,  Parker,  Paynter, 
Peck,  Petrikin,  Plumer,  Potts,  Potter,  Prentiss, 
Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rhett,  Richardson, 
Ridgway,  Rives,  Russell,  Shelfer,  C.  Shepard, 
Sheplor,  Slade,  Smith,  Spencer,  Stuart,  Stratton, 
Tillinghast,  Titus,  Toucev,  Turney,  Vanderveer, 
Weeks,  A.  S.  White,  E.  Whittlesey,  T.  T.  Whit- 
tlesey, L.  Williams,  J.  W.  Williams,  Worthington, 
Yell,  Yorke— 114. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bell,  J.  Calhoon,W.  B.  Camp- 
bell, W.  B.  Carter,  Chambers,  Cheatham,  Crans- 
ton, Dawson,  Ewing,  James  Garland,  J.  Graham, 
Harlan,  Harper,  Hawes,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  W.  C. 
Johnson,  Mallory,  J.  M.  Mason,  S.  Mason,  Mc- 
Kennon,  Mitchell,  Robertson,  Sergeant,  Shields, 
Snyder,  Southgate,  Taliaferro,  John  White,  Sher- 
rod Williams.  J.  L.  Williams,  C.  II.  Williams— 31. 

There  being  more  than  two-thirds  in  the  affirma- 
tive, the  rules  were  suspended,  and  leave  given  to 
introduce  the  resolution,  which  was  again  read  at 
the  clerks  table. 

Mr.  Fairjield  then  said  that,  entertaining  the 
views  and  feelings  which  he  did  in  reference  to  the 
awful  tragedy  to  which  the  resolution  referred,  he 
could  not  refrain  from  offering  it  to  the  house. 
Had  he  refused  to  do  so,  the  voice  of  his  colleague’s 
blood  would  call  to  him  from  the  ground.  His  col- 
league and  friend  had  been  deprived  of  life  in  a 
manner  and  under  circumstances  which  demanded 
investigation;  it  was  due  to  the  family  of  the  de- 
ceased, it  was  due  from  members  to  themselves, 
to  the  country,  to  humanity,  and  to  God.  Fie 
trusted  that  no  member  on  that  floor  would  shrink 
from  such  a proposal.  For,  aside  from  the  peculiar 
circumstances  of  the  present  case,  an  opportunity 
was  presented  which  he  should  suppose  every  good 
man  would  promptly  and  gladly  embrace,  to"  put 
down  the  barbarous  and  disgraceful  practice  of 
duelling,  a practice  which  wantonly  violated  (lie 
laws  of  God,  which  outraged  the  best  feelings  of 
our  nature, which  was  unworthy  of  the  age  ofeivif- 
ization  in  which  we  live.  Hetrusted  that  the  ef- 
forts of  every  friend  of  his  species  would  be  united 
in  an  endeavor  to  suppress  a practice  like  this. 

Under  the  peculiar  and  distressing  circumstances, 
however,  of  the  present  case,  the  deceased  havi  >g 
been  Mr.  F.’s  colleague  and  personal  friend,  should 
the  house  agree  to  pass  the  resolution,  he  hoped  the 
speaker  would  waive  the  usual  practice  which, 
irom  courtesy,  was  supposed  to  require  that  the 
name  of  a mover  for  a select  committee  should  be 
placed  at  the  head  of  such  committee,  when  ap- 
pointed by  the  chair,  and  would  not  put  him  on 
the  committee  at  all. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson,  of  Md.,  said  that  he  ha  1 voted 
against  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rubs, because,  on 
hearing  the  resolution  read,  he  had  fern  at  once  con- 
vinced that  its  adoption  would  effect  no  possible 
good, or  lead  to  any  satisfactory  result.  No  one  could 
grieve  more  over  the  calamity  which  had  befallen 
the  mover  of  the  resolution,  and  all  the  other 
friends  of  him  whose  death  they  all  mourned, 
than  himself,  but  he  had  opposed  tlie  introdution  of 
this  resolution  because  he  did  not  know  what  power 
congress  possessed  to  suppress  duelling.  As  a 
moralist,  he  lamented,  as  all  must  lament,  that  the 
state  of  society  was  supposed  to  be  such  as  to  sanc- 
tion such  a dreadful  resort.  None  could  be  more 
sorry  that  appeals  of  that  description  were  thought 
to  be  necessary.  But  still,  he  must  ask,  what  good 
would  be  effected  by  the  proposed  inquiry?  The 
morning  papers  contained  a detailed  statement  of 
all  the  particulars  of  thi3  inelancholly  affair;  the 
house  was  already  thus  possessed  of  all  the  facts 
and  circumstances  of  the  case.  And  where  was  its 
power,  under  the  constitution,  to  enact  an  anti- 
duelling law?  Todo  that  was  the  right  ofthe  states. 
Many  of  the  states  had  enacted  such  laws;  it  was 
fully  within  the  pale  of  their  jurisdiction  to  do  so: 
but  any  like  attempt  on  the  part  of  congress  w ould 
be  a usurpation  of  power.  It  was,  by  the  consti- 
tution, left  to  the  state  to  purify  the  morals  of  their 
own  citizens,  and  protect  their  lives  and  character 

He  had  voted  against  the  suspension,  and  should 
vote  against  the  resolution,  for  another  reason.  Bv 
voting  in  favor  of  a measure  like  this,  he  should 
consider  himself  as  reflecting  on  all  the  parties  in 
any  way  concerned  in  this  transaction;  it  implied 
a reflection  on  the  prudence,  judgment,  and  wis- 
dom of  both  the  parties.  Had  anv  fraud,  any  de- 
ception, any  moral  delinqnincy  of  any  sort,  any- 
thing that  would  justify  a vote  of  expulsion,  been 
imputed  to  either  of  the  parties  or  of  their  friends 
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in  this  matter?  If  any  gentleman  would  rise  in  his 
place,  and  state  such  an  act;  if  he  would  show  that 
any  one  of  those  concerned  had  violated  the  rules 
of  honor,  and  those  attributes  which  should  ever 
distinguish  the  character  of  a gentleman  on  that 
floor,  and  would  make  his  name  known  to  that 
house,  Mr.  J.  would  promptly  go  for  any  measure 
which  might  be  required  to  punish  him.  Not  only 
would  he  vote  for  a committee  of  inquiry,  but  for 
the  instant  expulsion  of  such  a person  lioin  that 
house;  nay,  were  it  in  his  power,  he  would  expel 
such  a being  from  off  the  face  oi  the  earth.  Was 
there  any  gentleman  who  would  rise  in  his  place 
and  assert  this?  If  there  was  none;  what  right  had 
the  house  to  yield  to  its  sympathies,  contrary  to  the 
rules  of  the  house  and  the  provisions  of  the  consti- 
tution? What  right  had  they  to  pursue  a man  into 
the  private  relations  of  life,  and  erect  a committee 
of  their  number  into  a court  of  honor,  to  lerret  out 
the  private  doings  of  members,  when  not  acting  in 
their  public  and' official  character?  Occurrences 
which  took  place  in  presence  of  the  house,  on  its 
floor,  they  had  a right  to  notice;  though,  even  with 
respect  to  these,  the  line  was  delicate  which  mark- 
ed their  right  of  control.  But  to  constitute  such  a 
committee  of  inquiry  as  was  now  proposed,  in- 
stead of  tending  to  quench  the  flames  ot  discord, 
sooth  irritation,  and  lead,  from  reflection  on  the 
past,  to  any  improvement  in  the  luture,  by  render- 
ing gentlemen  more  cautious  and  guarded  in  their 
language  towards  each  other,  would,  on  the  con- 
trary, prove  the  fruitful  source  of  new  strifes  and 
collisions.  The  duty  to  be  assigned  to  the  commit- 
tee was  one  of  very  delicate  and  difficult  character; 
any  committee  who  should  attempt  the  discharge 
of  it  would  soon  find  that  they  had  need  to  prepare 
themselves  with  strong  nerves  and  well  braced. 
For  his  own  part,  he  never  would  consent  to  serve 
on  such  a committee  unless,  at  the  very  outset,  he 
armed  himself  for  encounters. 

In  taking  this  course,  Mr.  J.  was  actuated  by  no 
previous  concert.  He  had  not  seen  or  conversed 
with  a single  one  of  those  who  bad  been  on  the 
field  of  the  late  melancholy  contest.  If  the  im- 
prudence of  the  friend  of  the  parties  on  either  side, 
their  indiscretion,  or  mistake,  had  led  to  the  catas- 
trophe which  all  now  so  deeply  lamented,  it  was 
matter  of  deep  regret;  but  it  was  out  ol  the  power 
of  the  house  to  cure  the  case;  they  could  not  resus- 
ciate  the  dead,  nor  could  they  offer  any  effectual 
alleviation  to  the  wounded  feelings  ol  his  survi- 
ving friends.  Every  step  the  committee  might 
take  would  only  exasperate  public  feeling,  and  sow 
broad-cast  the  seeds  of  future  occurrences  of  an 
equally  dreadful  character.  This  was  his  candid 
belief.  Though  as  anxious  as  any  other  gentleman 
could  be  that  such  rencontres  should  be  prevented 
for  all  future  time,  he  was  well  assured  this  was 
not  the  course  to  secure  such  a result. 

Mr  .Parker,  of  New  York,  said  that  he  regretted 
to  differ  from  the  gentleman  from  Maryland.  He 
had  hoped  that  this  resolution  would  have  passed 
without  a dissenting  voice.  While  that  gentleman 
had  been  addressing  the  house,  Mr.  P.  had  care- 
fully listened  for  some  good  reason  for  rejecting  the 
resolution,  but  he  must  say  he  had  heard  none. 
The  gentleman  said  that  congress  had  not  the  con- 
stitutional power  to  correct  the  evil  of  duelling.  It 
certainly  had  within  the  limits  of  the  District  ol 
Columbia;  and  it  was  not  disputed  that  congress 
had  the  power  to  control  the  action  oi  its  own  mem- 
bers. The  gentleman  had  further  declared  that  if 
any  gentleman  would  rise  in  his  place  and. affirm 
that  either  of  the  parties  concerned  had  violated 
tlie  laws  of  honor  in  this  matter,  he  would  vote  for 
the  resolution.  Mr.  P.  presumed  that  no  gentle- 
man would  do  so;  but  the  code  of  honor,  as  under- 
stood by  many,  was  a very  different  code  from  that 
held  as  such  by  his  constituents.  It  was  enough 
for  him,  as  their  representative,  to  know  that  the 
whole  transaction  had  been  a gross  and  flagrant 
violation  of  the  laws  of  God  and  man.  It  was  the 
duty  of  the  house  to  take  steps  which  might  lead 
to  the  correction  of  public  opinion,  if,  indeed,  it 
could  be  true  that  it  upheld  such  doings.  Did  pub- 
lic opinion  sanction  such  acts?  Then  it  was  high 
time  that  gentlemen  should  take  some  means  to 
protect  their  own  lives  and  those  of  their  friends. 
He  was  one  who  believed  the  house  to  possess 
power  to  take  some  steps  in  this  matter  which 
would  be  attended  with  salutary  effect  in  the  com- 
munity. 

It  had  been  further  said  by  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  (towards  whom  Mr.  Pi  cherished  very 
high  respect)  that  the  adoption  of  the  resolution 
proposed  would  orrlv  lead  to  further  broils,  and  lo  a 
repetition  of  acts  ot  the  same  dreadful  character. 
Mr.  P.  confessed  his  regret  at  hearing  such  a re- 
mark. They  had  fallen  bn  evil  times,  indeed,  if  a 
man  might  not  advocate  the  cause  ol  truth,  of 


reason,  and  of  eternal  justice  on  that  floor,  with- 
out being  threatened  with  a personal  attack. 

Mr.  Johnson  here  explained.  It  had  been  far 
from  his  purpose,  very  far,  to  say  that  any  gentle- 
man on  that  floor  would  be  threatened  with  a per- 
sonal attack.  But,  should  the  committee  be  raised 
and  constituted  a board  of  honor  to  investigate  the 
transaction  which  had  occurred,  they  would  very 
probably  tread  beyond  their  sphere,  and  might  in- 
scence  those  whose  conduct  they  should  publicly 
censure;  and  these  individuals  might  then  consider 
themselves  justified  in  yielding  to  personal  resent- 
ment. 

If  any  gentleman,  however,  would  take  the 
ground  that  congress  had  power  to  suppress  duel- 
ling within  the  District  of  Columfcia,(this  affair  had 
happened  without  the  line,)  and  would  move  that 
the  committee  be  instructed  to  report  a bill  for  that 
purpose,  Mr.  J.  would  heartily  vote  for  it.  He 
was  as  ready  as  any  gentleman  conld  be  to  set  his 
face  against  the  whole  system.  But  as  to  the  pre- 
sent case,  it  had  already  happened;  no  power  could 
undo  it;  and  it  would  be  useless  to  report  any  bill 
on  the  matter. 

Mr.  Parker  resumed.  He  bad  not  understood 
the  gentleman  as  meaning  to  say  that  members  act- 
ing on  the  proposed  committee  would  have  reason 
to  fear  an  attack  from  him,  nor  did  he  expressly 
say  it  was  to  be  feared  from  others:  but  Mr.  P. 
had  been  going  on  to  say  that  members  of  the  com- 
mittee might  proceed  in  their  duty  without  the  fear 
of  any  such  attacks.  Pie  was,  indeed,  leady  to 
admit,  that  if  the  committee  should  proceed  to  dis- 
cuss the  code  of  honor,  they  might  perhaps  greatly 
differ  as  to  what  it  required,  and  these  differences 
might  lead  to  collision:  but  he  apprehended  that 
the  committee,  if  appointed,  would  go  straight  for- 
ward in  the  discharge  of  its  duty,  utterly  regard- 
less of  all  rules  of  that  kind:  that  they  would  look 
only  to  the  welfare  of  the  country  and  the  pros- 
perity of  the  people,  without  troubling  their  heads 
about  the  fine  cobweb  distinctions  of  the  code  of 
honor.  It  had  been  said  that  the  facts  of  this  case 
were  already  before  the  house,  inasmuch  as  full 
statements  had  appeared  in  the  public  papers. 
That  was  very  true:  but  it  formed  no  valid  reason 
against  the  appointment  of  a committee  of  investi- 
gation. The  facts  were  not  known  to  the  house 
officially,  so  that  it  could  act  upon  them.  The 
matters  which  had  been  mentioned  in  the  case  of 
The  Spy  in  Washington,  had  all  appeared  in  the  pa- 
pers; yet  that  did  not  prevent  the  house  from  or- 
dering an  official  inquiry  respecting  them.  It 
should  have  the  facts  of  the  existing  case  reported 
from  a committee.  Mr.  P.  was  for  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Dawson,  of  Georgia,  observed  that  there  was 
no  gentleman  on  that  floor  who  more  deeply  re- 
gretted the  dvent  which  had  recently  occurred  than 
he.  He  entertained,  in  regard  to  it,  what  lie  be- 
lieved to  be  correct  sentiments;  but  he  could  not 
but  think  that  to  raise  sucli  a committee  as  was 
proposed,  would  only  kindle  up  a flame  both  with- 
in and  without  that  house.  He  asked  gentlemen 
to  pause  before  they  proceeded  to  take  such  astep. 
When  he  heard  the  resolution,  he  had  proposed  to 
himself  the  questions,  what  will  be  the  result  ol 
such  a measure?  and  what  will  be  the  character  of 
the  action  we  can  found  upon  it?  What  benefit 
will  it  confer  on  the  public  interest,  or  the  public 
morals?  and  he  could  give  no  satisfactory  answer. 
He  admitted  that  congress  might  pass  an  anti- 
duelling law  for  this  district;  and  such  a law  he 
would  vote  for  with  great  pleasure.  But  why  this 
committee?  was  it  that  the  house  might  get  argu- 
ments to  justify  itself  in  passing  an  anti-duelling 
law?  did  not  ail  acknowledge  the  abstract  proposi- 
tion, that  duelling  was  wrong?  when  the  general 
principle  was  already  admitted,  why  inquire  into 
one  particular  case  under  it?  why  go  beyond  the 
limits  of  constitutional  authority  to  get  grounds  on 
which  to  base  congressional  action?  if  gentlemen 
wanted  a law  against  duelling  in  the  district  of 
Columbia,  let  them  pass  it;  but  not  leap  over  the 
constitution,  and  invade  the  private  rights  of  its 
members. 

Mr.  D.  said  he  sympathized  with  the  feeling 
which  pervaded  the  house.  He  venerated  and  ps- 
teemed  the  sentiments  which  had  been  uttered  by 
the  gentleman  from  Maine,  (Mr.  Fairfield,)  and 
responded  to  them  as  correct.  But  let  him  ask, 
would  that  gentleman  seek  to  draw  the  attention 
of  tlie  whole  American  people,  not  to  the  subjects 
of  public  moment  which  were  before  congress,  but 
to  an  investigation  of  the  conductor  their  repre- 
sentatives in  their  private  and  personal  relations 
with  each  other?  into  their  actions  performed  as 
private  citizens,  after  they  had  thrown  off  and  dis- 
connected themselves  from  the  place  and  duty  of  a 
representative?  what  must  be  the  result?  it  would, 
it  must,  be  to  create  a flame  that  would  involve  the 
community.  This  measure  went  to  compel  the 


people  to  take  sides  in  a private  quarrel,  and  thus 
get  up  an  excitement  leading  to  consequences 
which  no  man  could  calculate.  It  might  lead  to 
results  which  would,  eventually,  be  thrown  back 
upon  the  members  of  that  house  as  their  cause. 
This  course  would  never  check  the  evil  which  all 
deplored,  but  might  lead  to  what  all  would  have 
deep  cause  to  regret.  The  abstract  question  with 
respect  to  duelling  was  settled:  it  need  not  now  be 
discussed:  all  they  did  should  be  prospective,  and 
preventive,  in  its  character.  He  asked  that  the 
house  would  stop  now,  before  it  went  a step  far- 
ther. Why  send  a committee  to  sift  and  measure 
actions  by  the  code  of  honor — a code  which  the 
house  did  not  recognise  or  know,  as  prescribed 
either  by  the  constitution  or  the  law?  a code  which 
existed  merely  in  the  imaginations  of  a certain  por- 
tion ot  the  people?  would  gentlemen  direct  an  in- 
vestigation according  to  the  requisitions  of  a code 
such  as  this?  and  to  what  end?  to  increase  the  pub- 
lic indignation  against  duelling?  he  feared  that  was 
not  the  object.  The  feelings  of  the  house,  and  of 
the  community,  were  quite  sufficiently  roused. 
Let  what  had  passed  rather  be  set  down  to  the  ac- 
count of  those  calamities  and  disasters  incident  to 
human  nature,  and  let  the  whole  matter  be  buried 
as  quick  as  possible.  Mr.  D.  was  actuated  by  mo- 
tives the  most  upright  and  sincere  in  his  course 
upon  this  occasion.  Fie  was  opposed,  on  princi- 
ple, to  duelling,  although  it  was  very  possible  that 
circumstances  might  occur  which  would  drive  him 
to  violate  his  own  principles,  yet  he  disapproved 
of  it  as  much  as  any  man,  and  was  desirous  as  any 
to  promote  and  preserve  the  peace  of  the  house. 
Alter  a few  more  remarks  of  similar  tenor,  Mr. 
Dawson  resumed  Iris  seat.  Whereupon, 

Mr.  Mathias  Morris,  of  Pennsylvania,  offered 
the  following  amendment: 

“And  that  said  committee  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  means  more  eifectually  to  suppress 
Ihe  practice  of  duelling,  and  report  a bill  for  that 
purpose  at  as  early  a period  as  may  be  practicable.” 
Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson  immediately  moved  the  fol- 
lowing amendment  to  the  amendment,  to  be  ap- 
pended to  it  as  an  addition: 

“ Resolved , also,  that  the  committee  inquire  into 
the  propriety  of  regulating  the  strong  personalities 
which  members  resort  to  sometimes  in  debate.” 

Mr.  Morris  said  he  had  no  disposition  to  prolong 
the  discussion,  or  to  take  any  part  in  the  debate  on 
the  original  resolution.  On  hearing  it  read,  it  had 
struck  him  that  the  resolution  did  not  reach  the 
object,  which  ought  to  be  the  prevention  of  the 
recurrence  of  like  outrages  in  future.  All  he  had 
in  view  was  to  give  to  the  resolution  the  character 
of  prospective  legislation,  of  which  it  seemed  to  he 
destitute. 

Mr.  Bell  had  been  prepared  for  what  he  had 
heard,  as  he  had  anticipated  the  introduction  of  a 
resolution  of  some  nature,  in  relation  to  the  late 
unhappy  affair.  But  he  had  hoped  that  this  step 
would  not  have  been  taken  until  a few  daj?s  should 
have  elapsed,  when  members  would  have  been 
better  qualified  than  they  could  be  now,  to  act  de- 
liberately and  dipassionately.  Least  of  all  had  he 
expected  that  such  a resolution  would  be  introduc- 
ed to-day.  He  doubted  not  it  had  been  done  with 
the  best  and  purest  intentions,  but  he  could  not  be- 
lieve that  its  effects  could  he  any  tiling  but  mis- 
chievous. Mr.  B.  did  not  mean  to  oppose  the  ac-  ; 
tion  of  the  house  upon  the  subject,  but  the  time 
proposed  for  that  action:  and  he  would  appeal  to 
the  good  sense  of  the  house  as  to  the  propriety  of  , 
postponing  the  consideration  of  the  subject  lor  a I 
few  days.  He  deprecated  the  passion,  personal:-  ] 
t}',  exacerbation,  and  expressions  of  strong  feeling,  I 
which  he  feared  must  arise  out  of  the  discussion  of 
this  subject.  He  doubted  not  that  the  excitement 
produced  by  this  event  was  an  honest  and  louda-  1 
ble  one:  and  if  the  object  were  in  reality,  to  bene- 
fit  the  country  by  the  prevention  of  future  mis- 
chief, he  would  beg  the  house  to  pause,  and  to  look 
seriously  at  the  probable  result.  No  member  on 
that  floor  more  deeply  lamented  (lie  late  melancho- 
ly event  than  he  did,  and  no  member  could  he  bet- 
ter pleased  by  the  adoption  of  any  practicable  J 
mode  of  preventing  the  recurrence  of  similar  cases.  : 
But  looking  at  the  inevitable  consequences,  (as 
they  presented  themselves  to  his  mind,)  of  present 
action  upon  this  subject,  he  must  entreat  the  house 
to  consent  to  a postponemnt  for  one  week.  He 
made  a motion  to  this  effect. 

Mr.  Elmore,  of  South  Carolina,  said  he  was  very 
unwilling  lo  have  participated  in  this  discussion, 
hut  the  remarks  made  by  gentlemen  who  had  pre- 
ceded him  rendered  it  necessary  to  say  one  word  to 
explain  his  course,  and  put  this  matter  on  its  right 
fooling.  If,  a i had  been  said  by  some  of  the  gen- 
tlemen who  had  addressed  the  house,  it  was  intend- 
ed only  to  lay  the  ground-work  for  a law  against  j 
duelling,  he  would  vote  against  it  as  totally  unne- 
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cessary,  and,  under  present  circumstances,  very 
much  to  be  avoided.  But  if',  on  the  other  hand,  it 
was  intended  to  assert  the  rights,  privileges,  and 
protect  the  persons  of  the  members  of  this  house, 
here  in  the  discharge  of  their  constitutional  duties, 
it  becomes  a question  too  high  and  solemn  to  allow 
him  to  hesitate  one  moment  in  giving  it  his  support. 
He  required  no  information  as  to  the  circumstan- 
ces of  this  unhappy  affair  to  direct  his  vote  for  a 
law  against  duelling;  and  if  the  resolution  of  the 
gentleman  from  Maine  shall  go  only  to  that  end,  he 
would  vote  against  it,  but  if  it  be  so  modified  as  to 
present  distinctly  the  question  whether  the  privi- 
leges of  this  house  have  been  violated,  he  should, 
under  a solemn  conviction  of  his  judgment,  feel  it 
his  imperious  duty  to  vote  for  the  inquiry,  with  the 
sole  view  to  protect  the  members  of  this  house  from 
question,  for  what  it  may  be  their  duty,  as  it  un- 
questionably is  their  constitutional  right,  to  say  in 
debate. 

But,  sir,  it  is  said  this  inquiry  will  produce  ill 
feeling  and  excitement.  He  trusted  not.  Who, 
sir,  when  the  high  and  solemn  duty  of  guarding 
and  protecting  the  rights  guarantied  by  the  constitu- 
tion to  this  body,  and  through  it  to  our  constituency, 
and  the  country,  will  dare  to  throw  his  private 
feelings  into  the  proceeding,  to  swell  excitement 
on  so  sad  an  occasion?  No  member  surely  will  do 
such  wrong  to  justice  and  to  the  honor  and  dignity 
of  this  house. 

Entertaining  the  opinions  he  did  upon  this  sub- 
ject, under  the  convictions  of  his  judgment,  he 
should  feel  constrained  to  vote  for  the  inquiry,  if 
the  resolution  be  so  amended  as  to  make  it  the 
means  of  asserting  the  privileges  of  the  house  and 
protecting  the  freedom  of  its  debates  and  proceed- 
ings. 

Mr.  Bell  hoped  that  the  discussion  would  be  con- 
fined to  the  precise  question  (of  postponement) 
before  the  house. 

The  chair  requested  the  house  so  to  confine  it- 
self. 

Mr.  2* irney  entertained  the  opinion  that  all  dis- 
cussion of  this  subject,  at  this  tiinp,  was  highly 
improper.  No  member  could  possibly  vote  on  it 
understanding!/,  until  all  the  facts  are  investigated 
by  the  committee.  He  would,  therefore,  move  the 
previous  question. 

The  question  upon  seconding  the  previous  ques- 
tion was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  as 
follows:  Yeas  84,  nays  86. 

So  there  was  no  second  to  the  motion. 

Mr.  McKennan  said  that  the  peculiar  position  in 
which  he  stood  towards  his  constituents  demanded 
that  he  should  say  a word  in  explanation  of  the 
vote  he  had  given  against  the  suspension  of  the 
rule,  and  state  the  reasons  why  he  should  vote  in 
favor  of  the  motion  to  postpone  the  further  consi- 
deration of  tiie  subject  for  one  week.  His  consti- 
tuents (he  said ) condemned  the  practice  of  duel- 
ling in  the  most  unqualified  terms,  and  in  that  con- 
demnation he  most  heartily  agreed  with  them. 
He  abhorred  the  practice  from  the  very  bottom  of  his 
soul,  and.  would  go  as  far  as  the  farthest  on  this  floor 
to  surpress  it.  He  said,  further,  he  would  yield  to 
no  gentleman  in  deploring  the  tragical  event  which 
had  cast  a melancholy  gloom  over  the  city,  and 
which  we  had  all  been  called  upon  to  mourn.  He 
sympathized,  deeply  sympathized  with  the  relatives 
of  the  deceased,  and  if  he  could  pour  the  oil  of  con- 
solation into  the  bosom  of  his  surviving  partner, 
nothing  would  afford  him  so  much  consolation. 
[Here  the  speaker  interposed,  and  said  the  question 
was  on  the  postponement.]  Mr.  McKennan  said 
he  would  not  transgress  the  rules.  That  he  would 
heartily  go  for  the  amendment  offered  by  his  col- 
league, (Mr.  Morris,)  which  looked  to  legislation, 
and  which  proposed  to  do  something  to  put  an  end 
to  the  practice,  which  is  fraught  with  such  lament- 
able consequences,  and  in  the  condemnation  of 
which,  in  principle,  all  seem  willing  to  unite.  That 
the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Maine  pro- 
posed no  legislation,  no  suppression,  by  law,  of  the 
evil,  but  an  examination  merely  into  the  facts  of 
the  late  dreadful  catastrophe;  they  were  already 
before  the  public,  and  it  could  lead  to  no  useful 
result  to  hasten  the  investigation.  If,  after  paying 
the  usual  honors  to  the  memory  of  the  deceased,  it 
was  intended  to  cast  an  imputation  upon  the  char- 
acter or  conduct  of  the  survivor,  the  passions  ought 
to  have  time  to  cool;  the  excitement,  which  all  feel, 
should  be  allayed;  and  we  should  approach  the  sub- 
ject with  that  coolness  and  deliberation  wdiich  are 
sofnecessary  to  enable  the  house  to  come  lo  a just 
and  impartial  conclusion.  Justice  to  the  characters 
of  all  concerned  demanded  that  the  investigation 
should  be  full  and  fair,  without  prejudice  and  with- 
out passion.  He,  therefore,  hoped  that  the  motion 
of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  to  postpone  for 
a few  days,  would  prevail. 


Mr.  Boon  said  that  he  had  voted  for  the  suspen 
sion,  and  should  now  vote  lor  the  resolution,  upon 
the  ground  of  its  being  a matter  of  privilege,  in- 
volving the  right  of  debate  in  this  house.  Upon  this 
ground,  and  this  ground  alone,  would  lie  vote  for  it. 

The  chair  suggested  that  the  question  of  post- 
ponement was  before  the  house. 

Mr.  Boon  said  he  should  vote  against  the  post- 
ponement and  in  favor  of  the  resolution,  as  a ques- 
tion affecting  the  privileges  of  members  ol  that 
body. 

Mr.  Potter,  of  Pa.,  next  addressed  the  house. 
He  said  he  understood  the  question  before  the  house 
to  be  whether  this  resolution  should  be  acted  upon 
at  this  time,  or  a week  hence.  He  cotild  not,  for  a 
moment,  permit  himself  to  think  that  any  honoura- 
ble member  upon  that  floor  would  let  any  personal 
or  political  considerations  mingle  with  their  action 
upon  such  a question  as  was  then  presented  to  them 
for  consideration.  If  I could  think,  with  my  col- 
league, (Mr.  McKennan),  that  the  resolution  could 
reflect  on  the  memory  of  the  dead,  or  upon  the 
character  of  the  living,  (said  Mr.  P.)  1 would  be  in 
favor  of  taking  time  lor  coolness  and  reflection;  lor 
the  subject  is  one  of  the  deepest  importance,  and  is 
to  be  acted  on  carefully  and  deliberately;  while  its 
high  importance  imperatively  demands  that  that 
action  should  take  place  at  the  earliest  possible 
time.  Farther  delay  would,  necessarily,  produce 
farther  excitement. 

Mr.  Fairfield,  in  order  to  meet  the  views  of  gen- 
tlemen, modified  his  resolution  so  as  further  to  in- 
struct the  proposed  committee  to  inquire  and  report 
whether  a breach  of  the  privileges  of  the  house  had 
i been  committed. 

Mr.  Loomis  said  that  this  appeared  to  him  a very 
plain  question, and  he  wondered  that  it  did  notstrike 
every  member  in  that  light.  The  simple  matter  is, 
whether,  when  one  of  the  members  of  this  house, 
one  of  the  associates  of  gentleman  there,  is  witti- 
drawn  suddenly  from  among  them,  and  from  the  re- 
presentation of  the  country 

Here  the  chair  suggested  that  the  gentleman’s  re- 
marks were  quite  irrelevant  to  the  question  immedi- 
ately before  the  house. 

Mr.  Loomis  would  connect  them  with  the  ques- 
tion. The  house  should  act,  under  such  circum- 
stances, he  thought,  at  once,  it  was  demanded  by 
the  character  of  the  house  that  this  inquiry  be 
made  without  delay.  It  was  one  which  could  in- 
volve no  question  of  individual  '■haracter,  and  which 
could  result  in  the  passage  of  no  judgment  by  the 
house  upon  the  character  of  any  of  the  parties  con- 
cerned. Upon  that  point,  it  called  for  no  expres- 
sion of  opinion.  He  was  opposed  to  the  proposed 
postponement. 

Mr.  Grennell  had  listened  to  the  debate  thus  far 
without  having  been  able  to  here  any  good  reasons 
for  hasty  action  in  relation  to  the  matter  before  the 
house,  or  any  against  the  delay  which  had  been 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  (Mr. 
Bell.)  Whether  to  inquire  into  the  question  of  a 
breach  of  privilege,  or  into  the  expediency  of  leg- 
islation against  the  horrible  custom  of  duelling,  there 
certainly  was  no  need  of  hasty  action  in  relation  to 
this  resolution.  Could  the  proposed  inquiry  be 
conducted  with  deliberation  and  impartiality,  while 
every  heait  was  swelling  with  emotion  at  what  had 
just  transpired?  So  soon  after  the  performance  of 
the  funeral  obsequies,  the  member  from  Maine, 
(Mr.  Fairfield,)  with  the  best  motives — motives 
honorable  to  him  alike  as  a man  and  as  a member 
of  that  body — had  offered  a resolution  proposing  an 
investigation  of  the  circumstances  which  had  led  to 
the  lamentable  occurrence,  Should  not  time  be 
given,  before  this  shall  be  done,  for  feeling  to  be 
assuaged — not  party  feeling,  (of  which  he  could 
not  believe  there  was  any  operating  in  relation  to 
the  subject  in  that  body,)  but  honorable,  sympa- 
thetic feeling,  before  this  step  be  taken?  It  was 
not  the  force,  but  the  misdirection  of  this  laudable 
feeling,  that  was  to  be  avoided;  and  there  was  no- 
thing (as  it  seemed  to  him)  in  the  case,  to  impel 
the  house  to  act  on  the  spur  of  the  moment:  nor 
had  any  reasons  been  given  why  such  hasty  action 
should  be  had.  He  was  glad  that  the  house  had 
decided  against  compelling  an  immediate  vote  upon 
the  question.  Time  was  necessary,  to  enable  the 
house  to  adopt  a course  which  should  operate  against 
the  custom  of  duelling,  which  had  produced  results 
so  disastrous.  In  order  to  effect  this  object,  Mr. 
Grennell  would  vote  for  the  motion  to  postpone. 

Mr.  Bronson,  when  he  had  first  heard  the  motion 
made,  was  favorably  disposed  towards  it.  He  felt 
the  full  force  of  the  suggestion  that  feeling,  sym- 
pathy, and  personal  attachment,  ought  not  to  be 
allowed  to  mingle  in  the  deliberations  of  the  house 
upon  this  subject.  But,  upon  reflection,  he  had 
come  to  view  the  question  as  being  merely  whether 
the  house  would  proceed  to  investigate  this  subject, 
and,  in  order  to  do  this,  in  order  to  take  the  incep- 


tive step  in  the  inquiry,  that  there  was  no  good 
reason  lor  delay.  Were  the  question  a final  one  as 
to  the  case  proposed  to  be  inquired  into,  that  argu- 
ment might  apply;  butit  could  not  avail  in  the  pre- 
sent position  of  the  question. 

He  would  venture  to  assert  that  the  time  the 
committee  would  take  in  order  to  investigate  the 
causes  of  the  late  unhappy  event,  would  be  even 
longer  than  that  named  by  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  (Mr.  Bell,)  in  his  motion  to  postpone. 
In  the  mean  time,  he  would  suggest,  there  would 
be  opportunity  for  refleclion  upon  t he  part  of  the 
house,  and  the  same  effects  as  had  been  already 
pointed  out,  as  arguments  in  favor  of  postponing, 
would  ensue,  in  the  assuaging  of  feeling,  and  en- 
abling members  to  act  upon  the  report  of  the  pro- 
proposed  committee  calmly,  cooly,  and  dispassion- 
ately. He  should,  therefore,  go  lor  the  postpone- 
ment. 

Mr.  Reed  rejoiced  that,  upon  a late  occasion,  he 
had  had  an  opportunity  lo  express  his  opinion  upon 
the  subject-matter  involved  in  this  question.  He 
rejoiced,  moreover,  that  it  had  been  biought  before 
the  house  for  its  action  thereon.  Yet  he  could  not 
agree  that  that  was  the  proper  time  to  set  on  foot 
the  proposed  investigation.  It  is  admitted,  he  ar- 
gued, on  all  hands,  that  a very  strong  feeling  does 
exist  upon  the  subject;  and  to  such  an  extent  that, 
even  before  the  funeral  of  the  deceased,  there  had 
been  some  doubts  expressed  as  to  the  grantiiv>- 
funeral  honors  in  this  instance;  and,  considering 
what  had  taken  place  in  relation  to-the  matter,  he 
deeply  regretted  that  the  gentleman  from  Maine 
(Mr.  Fairfield)  should  have  introduced  such  a pro- 
position as  he  had  done.  As  to  the  question  of 
postponement,  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvnnia, 
(Mr.  Potter,)  who  had  spoken  against  it,  hud  said 
that  further  delay  produced  further  excitement. 
Was  that  human  nature?  He  believed  not.  On  the 
contrary,  he  was  of  opinion  that  delay  allayed  ex- 
citement rather  than  produced  it. 

The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  demanded  on 
the  question  of  postponement,  that  question  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Alexander,  J.  W.  Allen,  Ay- 
crigg,  Beirne,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Bouldin,  Cal- 
hoon,  W.  B.  Campbell,  John  Campbell,  W.  B. 
Carter,  Chambers,  Chapman,  Cheatham,  Childs, 
Corwin,  Cranston,  Curtis,  Dawson,  Dromgoole, 
Dunn,  Everett,  Ewing,  J.  Garland,  R.  Garland,  J. 
Graham,  Wm.  Graham,  Grennell,  Griffin,  Harlan, 
Harper,  Hawes,  Herod,  Hoffman,  Howard,  R.  M. 
T.  Hunter,  Jenefer,  H.  Johnson,  W.  C.  Johnson, 
Kemble,  Lawler,  Lyon,  Mallory,  Marvin,  J.  m! 
Mason,  S.  Mason,  Maury,  Mav,  McKennan  Merie- 
fee,  Milligan,  Mitchell,  C.  Morriss,  Naylor,  Pat- 
ton, Pearce,  Peck,  Pope,  Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed, 
Ridgway,  Robertson,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  A.  Id.’ 
Shepperd,  Shields,  Sibley,  Southgate,  Stanly, 
Stone,  Stratton,  Taliaferro,  Thompson,  Underwood 
A.  S.  White,  J.  White,  E.  Whittlesey,  L.  Wil- 
liams, Sherrod  Williams.  J.  L.  Williams  Yell 
Yorke — 84. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  H.  Allen.  Anderson, 
Andrews,  Atherton,  Beatty,  Bicknell,  Birdsall, 
Boon,  Briggs,  Brodhead,  Bronson,  Bruyn,  Bynum’ 
W.  B.  Calhoun,  Cambreleng,  Casey,  Chaney’ 
Clark,  Clowney,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Cushman, 
Davee,  Davies,  Deberry,  DeGiatf,  Edwards,  El- 
more, Farrington,  Fairfield,  R.  Fletcher,  Isaac 
Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Fry,  Goode,  Grantland,  Grant, 
Gray,  Haley,  Hall,  Hammond,  Harrison,  Hastings, 
Hawkins,  Haynes,  Henry,  Holsey,  Hubley,  W.  IL 
Hunter,,  Ingham,  Jabez  Jackson,  J.  Johnson,  N. 
Jones,  J.  W.  Jones,  Kilgore,  Klingensmith,  Le- 
gare,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Logan,  Loomis,  Martin, 
Maxwell,  McKay,  Robert  McClellan.  A.  McClcd- 
lan,  Mercer,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  M. 
Morris,  S.  W.  Morris,  Noble,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Owens^ 
Palmer,  Parker,  Patterson,  Paynter,  Petri  Lin,  Phil- 
lips, Pickens,  Plumer,  Potts,  Potter,  Pralt,  Prentiss, 
Rencher,  Rhett,  Richardson,  Rives,  Russell,  Shef- 
ler,  Sheplor,  Slade,  Snyder,  Spencer,  Stuart’  Tay- 
lor, Thomas,  Tillinghast,  Titus,  Toucey,  Turney 
Vanderveer,  Wage'ner,  Webster,  Weeks  'J-  t’ 
Whittlesey,  J.  W.  Williams,  Worthington— 117. 

The  resolution  was  then  debated  at’some  lerwth 
by  Messrs.  Garland,  of  Lou.  Bouldin,  Evans  and 
Fairfield,  when 

Mr.  Colhoun,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  upon  postponement. 

Mr.  Clowney  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  of  Massachusetts,  then  moved  that 
the  whole  subject  lie  on  the  table. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  ordered,  this  motion 
was  lost,  by  the  following  vote:  Yeas  74,  nays  125. 

Mr.  Clowney' s motion  was  next  in  order,  and  the 
previous  question  was  seconded,  (by  tellers)  — 
Ayes  109,  noes  not  counted.  And  the'question  on 
reconsideration  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  was 
lost  by  the  following  vote:  Yea's  75.  nays  j 06. 
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Mr.  Clowney  then  moved  the  previous  question 
on  the  resolutions,  which  was  seconded,  ayes  105, 
noes  not  counted:  and  on  the  question  whether  the 
main  question  should  be  put,  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered,  and  the  vote  was  as  follows:  Yeas 
107,  nays  86. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  agreeing  to  the 
resolutions  moved  by  Mr.  Fairfield,  as  modified  by 
him,  and  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  H.  Allen, 
J.  W.  Allen,  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton,  Beat- 
ty, Beirne,  Bicknell,  Biddle,  Birdsall,  Bond,  Boon, 
Borden,  Bouldin,  Brings,  Brodhead,  Bronson, 
Bruyn,  Bynum,  Wm.  B.  Calhoun,  Cambreleng,  J. 
Campbell,  Casey,  Chaney,  Clark,  Cleveland,  Clow- 
ney.  Coles,  Corwin,  Craig,  Crary,  Cushman,  Davee, 
Davies,  Deberry,  DeGralF,  Duncan,  Edwards, 
Evans,  Everett,  Farrington,  Fairfield,  R.  Fletcher, 

I.  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Fry,  Gallup,  James  Gar- 
land, Glascock,  Goode,  Grantland,  Grant,  Gray, 
Grennell,  Griffin,  Haley,  Iiall,  Hammond,  Harri- 
son, Harper,  Hastings,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Henry, 
Hulsey,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hubley,  Ingham,  J. 
Jackson,  Joseph  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  J.  W.  Jones, 
Kemble,  Kilgore,  Klingensmith,  Lewis,  Lincoln, 
Logan,  Loomis,  Lyon,  Marvin,  Martin,  Maxwell, 
McKay,  R.  McClellan,  A.  McClellan,  McKim, 
McKennan,  Mercer,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore, 
Morgan,  M.  Morris,  S.  W.  Morris,  Calvary  Mor- 
ris, Naylor,  Noble,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Owens,  Palmer, 
Parker,  Patterson,  Paynler,  Peck,  Petrikin,  Phil- 
lips, Pickens,  Plumer,  Potts,  Potter,  Pratt,  Pren- 
tiss, Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rencher,  Rhett, 
Richardson,  Rives,  Russell,  ShefFer,  A.  H.  Shep- 
pard, C.  Shepard,  Sheplor,  Sibley,  Slade,  Smith, 
Spencer,  Stuart,  Stratton,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Tilling- 
hast;  Titus,  Toucey,  Turney,  Vanderveer,  Wage- 
ner,  Webster,  Weeks,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  T.  T. 
Whittlesey,  L.  Williams,  J.  W.  Williams,  Worth- 
ington, Yell,  Yorke — 152. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Aycrigg,  Bell,  J.  Calhoon,  17 
B.  Campbell,  W.  B.  Carter,  Chambers,  Chapman, 
Cheatham,  Connor,  Cranston,  Curtis,  Dawson, 
Dromgoole,  Dunn,  Ew'ing,  R.  Garland,  J.  Graham, 
William  Graham,  Harlan,  Hawes,  HofFman,  R. 
M.  T.  Hunter,  Henry  Johnson,  W.  C.  Johnson, 
Legare,  Mallory,  James  M.  Mason,  Maury,  May, 
Milligan,  Mitchell,  Patton,  Pearce,  Pope.  Ridg- 
way,  Robertson,  Sawyer,  Shields,  Snyder,  South- 
gate,  Stanley,  Stone,  Taliaferro,  Thompson,  Under- 
wood, A.  S.  White,  J.  White,  Sherrod  Williams, 

J.  L.  Williams — 50. 

So  it  was  Resolved,  That  a committee  consisting 
of  seven  members  be  appointed  to  investigate  the 
causes  which  led  to  the  death  of  the  honorable  Jon- 
athan Cilley,  late  a member  of  this  house,  and  the 
circumstances  connected  therewith  ; and  further  to 
inquire  whether,  in  the  case  alluded  to,  there  has 
not  been  a breach  of  the  privileges  of  this  house, 
and  to  report  thereon  to  this  house. 

Resolved,  That  said  committee  have  power  to 
send  for  persons  and  papers,  and  have  leave  to  sit 
during  the  sessions  of  the  house. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  several  commu- 
nications from  the  executive  department,  among 
which  was  a translation  of  the  Gorostiza  pamphlet, 
called  for  on  Mr.  Adam’s  motion,  and  a list  of 
banks  and  public  officers  having  public  money  in 
their  hands. 

Mr.  Morris,  of  Pennsylvania,  bv  leave,  moved 
the  following  resolution  of  instructions  to  the  se- 
lect committee  just  ordered,  which  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  select  committee  this  day  or- 
dered be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  means  more 
effectually  to  suppress  the  practice  of  duelling,  and 
report  a bill  for  this  purpose  as  early  as  is  practi- 
cable. 

Mr.  E vans,  by  leave,  introduced  a resolution  for 
informing  the  srovernor  of  Maine  of  the  decease  of 
Sir.  Cilley  ; which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Jennifer  asked  leave  to  introduce  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  farther  instructing  the  commit- 
tee just  ordered  : 

“ Resolved,  That  the  committee  ordered  this  day 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
viding that  if  any  member  ofthis  house,  in  debate, 
should  so  far  furget  the  character  due  to  himself 
and  the  house  as  to  use  language  which  shall  be 
considered  so  personal  to  anv  other  member  as  to 
call  for  the  censure  of  a majority  of  the  body,  the 
speaker  first  calling  him  to  order,  such  offending 
member  shall  immediately  be  called  on  by  thespea- 
kcr  to  make  an  apology  to  the  house  and  to  the 
member  so  affended,  and,  upon  refusal  to  make  a 
sufficient  apoloxv,  such  offending  member  shall  be 
expelPd  his  seat  in  the  house.” 

Before  leave  was  granted  as  requested, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Patlon, 

The  house  adjourned. 


Thursday’s  proceedings. 

The  senate,  after  some  unimportant  business,  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  sub-treasury  bill, 
when 

Mr.  Davis  concluded  his  remarks  on  this  sub- 
ject— examining  further  into  the  design,  cha- 
racter, tendency,  and  effects  of  this  measure,  and 
closing  with  an  examination  of  the  bill  itself. 

Mr.  Strange  having  signified  his  desire  to  speak 
to-morrow. 

The  senate  adjourned,  after  an  executive  session. 

In  the  house  of  representatives.  The ' follow- 
wing  named  gentlemen  were  announced  as 
being  appointed  to  compose  the  select  committee 
on  Mr.  Fairfield’s  motion  for  an  inquiry,  &c.  con- 
cerning the  death  of  Mr.  Cilley,  viz.  Mr.  Toucey, 
Mr.  Potter,  Mr.  Briggs,  Mr.  Elmore , Mr.  Bruyn, 
Mr.  Harrison,  Mr.  Rariden.  Mr.  Briggs  and  Mr. 
Harrison  were  excused,  on  their  request,  on  ground 
of  being  already  on  other  onerous  committees;  and 
two  other  members  were  ordered  to  be  appointed 
in  their  place. 

After  several  petitions  had  been  presented,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Kemble,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed  to 
report  to  this  houso  the  state  of  the  defences  on  the 
Atlantic  seaboard  and  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  on  the 
northern  and  eastern  frontiers. 

Mr.  Bouldin,  from  the  committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  made  a report  upon  so  much  of  the 
message  of  the  president  of  the  United  States  as 
relates  to  the  District  of  Columbia,  concluding  with 
the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  this  committee  will,  at  this  session, 
report  no  bill  to  the  house  in  relation  to  the  District, 
except  those  of  immediate  and  pressing  necessity;  and 
that  they  will  report  all  such  to  the  house  as  speedily  as 
possible. 

Resolved,  That  the  statute  laws  in  force  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  ought  to  be  compiled  and  embodied 
in  a code,  and  that  some  competent  person  should  be 
employed  by  congress  to  do  it  immediately,  with  notes 
of  such  alterations  as  he  may  deem  necessary. 

Resolved,  That  a delegate  ought  to  be  immediately 
allowed  the  District,  elected  by  the  people  of  the  Dis- 
trict, and  admitted  on  the  floor  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives. 

Mr.  Bouldin  moved  to  lay  the  report  and  resolu- 
tions on  the  table,  and  that  they  be  printed. 

This  motion  gav  ■ rise  fo  a brief  discussion  be- 
tween Messrs.  Adams,  Bouldin,  Jenifer,  and  Gren- 
nell. Finally,  a motion  to  recommit,  made  by  Mr. 
Jenifer , prevailed. 

Mr.  Rencher,  by  leave,  introduced  the  following 
resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  the  doorkeeper  be  required  to 
execute  strictly  (he  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  rules 
of  the  house  relative  to  the  privilege  of  the  hall. 

Resolved,  That  no  person  shall  be  allowed  the 
privilege  of  the  hall  under  the  characters  of  ste- 
nographer, without  a written  permission  from  the 
speaker,  specifying  the  part  of  the  hall  assigned  to 
him. 

[The  following  are  the  rules  referred  to: 

“ 13.  No  person,  except  members  of  the  senate, 
their  secretary,  heads  of  departments,  treasurer, 
comptrollers,  register,  auditors,  postmaster  general, 
president’s  secretary,  chaplains  to  congress,  judges 
of  the  United  States,  foreign  ministers  and  their 
secretaries,  officers  who,  by  name  have  received, 
or  shall  hereafter  receive,  the  thanks  of  congress 
for  their  gallantry  and  good  conduct  displayed  in 
the  service  of  their  country,  the  commissioners  of 
the  navy  board,  governor,  for  the  time  being,  of 
any  state  or  territory  of  the  union,  who  may  attend 
at  the  seat  of  the  general  government  during  the 
session  of  congress,  and  who  may  choose  to  avail 
himself  of  such  privilege,  such  gentlemen  as  have 
been  heads  of  departments,  or  members  of  either 
branch  of  the  legislature,  and,  at  the  discretion  of 
the  speaker  persons,  who  belong  to  such  legislatures 
of  foreign  governments  as  are  in  amity With  (he 
United  States,  shall  be  admitted  within  the  hall  of 
the  house  of  representatives.” 

“ l-t.  Stenographers,  wishing  (o  lake  down  the 
debates,  may  be  admitted  by  the  speaker,  who 
shall  assign  such  places  to  them  on  the  floor  or  else- 
where, to  eifect  their  object,  as  shall  not  interfere 
with  the  convenience  of  the  house.”] 

Mr.  Elmore  would  ask  if  the  duty  proposed  to  be 
assigned  to  the  speaker  was  not  already  assigned 
by  the  existing  orders  of  the  house?  The  speaker 
would  say,  in  reply,  that  he  should  feel  much  re- 
lieved if  the  house  would  take  some  new  order 
upon  Ihis  subject.  A practice  had  existed,  under 
Ihe  incumbency  of  his  predecessor,  which  he  had 
felt  the  inconvenience  of,  in  the  too  extended  con- 
struction of  the  rules  of  the  house  in  this  respect. 
Mr.  Rencher  said  (hat  such  had  been  his  intention 
in  introducing  the  resolutions.  Mr.  Hopkins  asked 
for  a division  of  the  question.  And  (he  question 
being  taken  on  the  first  resolution,  was  decided 
affirmatively.  The  question  recurring  on  the  second, 


Mr.  Thompson  offered  the  following  amendment, 
which  prevailed:  “And  that  no  reporter  or  ste- 
nographer be  admitted,  under  the  rules  of  the  house, 
unless  such  reporter  or  stenographer  shall  state,  in 
writing,  for  what  paper  or  papers  he  is  employed 
to  report,”  &c.  And  as  thus  amended,  the  resolu- 
tions were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Patton  thought  the  existing  rules  of  the 
house  in  regard  to  this  matter  were  abundantly 
sufficient,  if  properly  enforced.  The  second  reso- 
lution passed,  and  the  speaker  stated  that  he  would 
with  great  pleasure  carry  the  order  of  the  house 
into  execution. 

Mr.  Howard,  on  leave,  reported  a bill  from  the 
committee  on  foreign  affairs  for  (he  preservation 
of  the  neutral  relations  of  the  United  States,  which 
was  read  a first  and  second  time. 

A discussion  arose  as  (o  the  time  to  which  the 
consideration  of  this  bill  should  be  postponed.  Mr. 
Howard  moved  to  make  it  the  special  order  of  the 
day  for  to-morrow,  during  the  morning  hour.  Mr. 
Johnson,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  postpose  it  until 
to-morrow  at  1 o’clock,  and  then  to  make  it  the 
special  order  until  2 o’clock  on  each  succeeding 
day. 

Mr.  Bronson  was  in  favor  of  the  earliest  hour. 
Mr.  Cambreleng  hoped  the  motion  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs  would 
prevail,  and  that,  in  the  mean  time,  the  bill  would 
be  printed. 

[Protests  from  citizens  of  Vermont  against  the 
provisions  of  the  bill  recently  before  the  house  upon 
this  subject  were,  on  leave,  introduced,  severally, 
by  Messrs.  Fletcher  and  Slade,  and  were  ordered  lo 
lie  on  the  table  and  to  be  printed.] 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  pre- 
vailed. 

Mr.  Thomas,  on  leave  introduced  the  bill  from 
the  senate,  providing  against  the  abatement  of  suits 
against  the  United  States  Bank  on  the  4th  of  March, 
1838. 

The  bill  being  read  twice,  and  the  question  being 
upon  ordering  it  to  a third  reading — 

Mr.  lhomas  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Adams  said  that  this  cuts  off’ all  the  amend- 
ments, and  all  debate  on  the  bill  itself.  He  did 
hope  that  the  house  would  be  permitted  to  consi- 
der the  constitutional  question  involved  in  Ibis  bill — - 
whether  congress  could  make  a bank  of  the  United 
States. 

The  motion  for  the  previous  question,  having 
been  seconded,  prevailed,  and  the  bill  was  ordered 
(o  a third  reading,  as  follows: 

An  act  to  prevent  the  abatement  of  suits  and  ac- 
tions now  pending,  to  which  the  late  Bank  of 
the  United  States  may  be  a party, 

Be  it  enacted,  lyc.  That  no  suit,  action,  judgment, 
or  decree,  now  ponding  and  unsatisfied,  in  which 
the  late  Bank  of  the  Uniied  States  is  a party, 
plaintiff,  or  defendant,  shall  abate  or  be  discon- 
tinued or  dismissed  by  reason  of  the  expiration  cf 
the  two  years  after  the  expiration  of  the  charter, 
limited  by  the  21st  section  of  the  act  of  incorpora- 
tion of  the  said  bank,  for  the  use  of  the  corporate 
name,  style  and  capacity  of  said  bank,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  suits  for  the  final  settlement  and  liquidation 
of  the  affairs  and  accounts  of  the  corporation;  but 
all  such  suits,  actions,  judgments,  and  decrees  shall 
be  allowed  to  proceed  to  final  judgment,  execution, 
satisfaction,  and  settlement,  as  if  the  said  two  years 
had  not  expired. 

The  bill  was  then  rpad  a third  a third  lime,  pas- 
sed, and  returned  to  the  senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng,  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  message  of  the  president  of  the 
United  States  in  relation  to  the  northeastern  boun- 
dary affairs  was  postponed  till  this  day  week. 

The  consideration  of  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tion for  the  payment  of  pensions  was  resumed,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng,  who  addressing  the 
house  in  reply  to  his  colleague,  (Mr.  Curtis,)  whose 
remarks  had  concluded  the  debate  upon  this  bill 
when  last  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Curtis  followed  at  some  length,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded bv  Messrs.  .Atherton,  Sibley,  Bell.  McKim, 
and  Phillips,  when  Ihe  house  adjourned  without 
taking  any  question,  at  half  past  4 o’clock. 


Clock  work.  Mr.  Rodgers,  No.  410  Br.oadvvay, 
New  York,  has  invented  an  ingenious  clock  work 
apparatus,  to  strike  the  city  hall  bell  on  an  alarm  of 
fire.  It  is  very  simple  and  durable,  and  any  one 
can  set  it  so  as  to  strike  for  any  district,  and  con- 
tinue an  hour  striking.  It  is  also  valuable  for  Ihe 
preservation  of  the  bells,  as  the  hammer  strikes  on 
one  spot,  and  equally  so  for  all  church  bells,  for 
instead  of  tugging  at  the  rope  the  sexton  has  only 
to  set  the  clock  at  work,  and  the  bell  will  ring  or 
toll  the  necessary  lime  without  labour.  It  is  alto- 
gether a simple  improvement,  which  should  be 
adopted  for  the  city  ball  and  churches.  [ Ev . Star, 
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Og-Thc  present  number  contains  Mr.  Grundy’s 
letter  to  the  legislature  of  Tennessee,  and  Mr.  Tall- 
madge’s  speech  in  reply  to  Mr.  Hubbard. 

Brazil.  Dionizio  de  Azevedo  Pecanah  has  been 
officially  recognised  by  the  president  of  the  United 
States  as  consul  general  of  Brazil  for  the  United 
States  of  America. 

Pennsylvania.  A convention  of  the  friends  of 
the  general  administration  met  at  Harrisburg  op 
Mcmday  last  and  aomiijated  general  David  R.  Por- 
ter, of  Huntihgdon  county,  as  their  candidate  for 
governor.  ' The  anti-masonic  convention  assembled 
at  the  same  place  on  the  same  day,  and  nominated 
Joseph  Ritner  as  their  candidate  for  the  same  office. 

Connecticut.  The  democratic  state  conven- 
tion has  nominated  Seth  P.  Beers,  of  Litchfield 
county,  for  governor,  and  John  Stewart,  of  Middle- 
sex county,  for  lieutenant  governor  of  the  state 
of  Connecticut. 

From  the  Canada  frontier.  The  following 
from  the  Albany  Argus  of  the  5th  inst.  confirms 
the  account  published  in  a subsequent  page  of 
the  disbanding  of  the  invading  forces: 

“Official  despatches  from  gen.  Wool  and  col. 
Worth,  from  the  former  of  the  2d  inst.,  and  the 
latter  of  the  1st,  show  that  both  on  the  northern 
and  western  frontiers,  the  disturbing  forces  have 
been  dispersed,  and  that  tranquillity  has  been  re- 
stored in  every  direction. 

General  Wool  writes  that  the  entire  force  under 
Drs.  Nelson  and  Cote,  about  600  strong,  surren- 
dered to  him  at  2 o’clock,  P.  M.  on  the  1st  inst. 
near  the  Canada  line,  about  one  mile  north  of  the 
village  of  Alburgh  springs,  Vermont,  with  all  their 
cannon,  small  arms  and  ammunition.  Previous  to 
this,  general  Wool  had  taken  one  piece  of  artillery 
and  nine  loads  of  ammunition  prepared  for  artillery 
and  muskets.  Drs.  Nelson  and  Cote  were  in  the 
custody  of  general  Wool,  by  whom  they  would  be 
surrendered  to  the  civil  authorities.  The  British 
troops  were  within *ix  or  eight  miles  of  the  invad- 
ing camp  at  the  time  of  the  surrender. 

The  whole  frontier,  from  St.  Albans  to  Water- 
town,  is  entirely  tranquillized — probably  not  to  be 
a:rain  disturbed. 

Gen.  Wool  left  St.  Albans  for  Plattsburgh  and 
Champlain  yesterday  morning. 

Col.  Worth  writes  that  he  is  just  informed  by 
express  from  major  general  Brady,  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Detroit  river,  dated  the  26th  inst.,  that  on  the 
morning  of  the  24th,  the  individuals  under  the  com- 
mand of  McLeod,  made  good  their  foothold  on  an 
uninhabited  island  on  the  British  side,  and  appear- 
ed to  threaten  an  attack  upon  Malden.  When  the 
troops  at  Malden  moved  towards  the  island,  the  in- 
vaders lied  without  making  any  resistance.  On 
reaching  the  American  shore,  they  were  disarmed 
by  the  forces  under  general  Brady  and  the  civil  au- 
thorities, and  dispersed.  McLeod,  at  the  last  date, 
was  pursued  by  the  marshals,  and  it  was  believed 
would  be  arrested.  The  re-action  against  these 
proceedings  is  general,  and  it  is  not  a little  ac- 
celerated by  the  want  of  courage  exhibited  on  this 
and  other  occasions.” 

The  Rochester  Democrat  contradicts,  as  a libel, 
the  statement  of  the  N.  Y.  Gazette,  Courier  and 
Enquirer,  and  Commercial  Advertiser,  that  lady 
Head,  whilst  on  her  recent  route  to  New  York, 
was  insulted  in  Rochester.  It  has  the  authority 
of  gen.  Whiting,  a royalist,  from  Canada,  that  he 
had  a few  days  since  heard  gov.  Head  read  a letter 
from  his  lady,  dated  at  Utica  or  Albany,  in  which 
she  slates  that,  so  far  from  being  insulted,  she  had 
not  met  with  a single  mark  of’ disrespect,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  had  been  uniformly  treated  with  the 
utmost  kindness  and  attention. 

Lord  Gosford,  late  governor  general  of  the  Can- 
adas, has  arrived  at  Boston  with  his  suite.  He 
came  by  way  of  Maine.  He  was  to  embark  for 
England,  on  board  the  Pique  frigate.  His 
departure  has  given  great  joy  to  the  friends 
ol  the  queen  in  Montreal.  The  “Herald”  states, 
that  that  city  presented  a magnificent  spectacle  on 
Tuesday  evening,  (Feb.  27th.)  The  illumination 
in  honor  of  the  installation  of  sir  John  Colborne  as 
administrator  of  the  government  of  this  province, 


and  as  a rejoicing  that  lord  Gosford  no  longer  in- 
sulted Britons  as  the  representative  of  their  sover- 
eign, was  as  general  as  the  most  sanguine  good 
subject  could  have  possibly  desired. 

The  Bambers.  We  learn  from  the  New  York 
“Evening  Post”  that  governor  Marcy  has  suspended 
the  order  for  delivering  up  the  Bambers  to  the 
British  authorities,  and  that  without  question  they 
will  be  discharged.  Mr.  Morrell,  their  counsel, 
proceeded  to  Albany,  and  laid  before  the  governor 
some  important  testimony,  in  contradiction  to  that 
on  which  the  order  for  arresting  and  delivering  them 
up  was  issued.  The  discharge  of  the  prisoners  will 
take  place  not  on  account  of  any  change  of  opinion 
as  to  the  effect  of  the  evidence  originally  presented, 
but  on  account  of  its  being  invalidated  by  facts  sub- 
sequently proved. 

Foreign  news.  London  papers  to  the  15th  and 
Liverpool  to  the  16th  of  January  have  been  receiv- 
ed at  New  York.  They  are  filled  with  specula- 
tions upon  the  late  movements  in  Canada,  which 
have  also  been  warmly  discussed  in  parliament. 

The  London  Courier  of  the  1 5th  of  January  says  : 

“As  soon  as  parliament  meets  to-morrow  the 
ministers  will  lay  before  it  the  additional  documents 
which  they  possess  concerning  the  revolt  in  Cana- 
da, and  will  be  prepared  to  state  their  views  on  this 
important  subject.  We  may  expect  a warm  debate 
if  the  tories  and  radicals  are  not  so  excessively  dis- 
appointed at  the  speedy  termination  of  the  revolt 
as  to  be  unable  to  make  a show  of  fight.” 

The  newspapers  contain  various  accounts  of  ar- 
rangements for  increasing  the  British  forces,  and 
for  taking  out  troops  to  America.  The  bounty  for 
the  ordnance  service  has  been  raised  to  five  gui- 
neas, and  the  standard  of  height  reduced  from  five 
feet  five  inches  for  the  royal  artillery  instead  of  five 
feet  eight.  This  corps  wants  490  men  to  complete 
it.  The  Royal  Sovereign  transport, commanded  by 
lieut.  Werter,  was  to  take  out  immediately  two 
companies  of  royal  engineers  to  Canada.  The 
Apollo,  at  Portsmouth,  a large  46  gun  frigate,  is  to 
be  prepared  for  a troop  ship  and  to  sail  for  Canada 
about  the  end  of  March.  The  Hercules  74  will 
take  out  500  men.  The  Inconstant  has  embarked 
a portion  of  the  93d  Highlanders,  and  the  Pique 
will  take  the  remainder.  The  second  companies  of 
the  11th  will  be  landed  at  Bermuda  until  they  are 
wanted  in  America. 

A large  number  of  officers  have  arrived  at  New 
York  and  proceeded  to  Canada.  The  collector  of 
that  port  directed  all  the  baggage  of  the  British  of- 
ficers, who  arrived  in  the  packet  ship  Cambridge, 
to  be  passed  without  examination.  The  officers 
and  the  British  consul  called  on  the  collector  to 
express  their  gratification  at  so  unexpected  a ci- 
vility, which  relieved  them  from  being  subjected 
to  an  ordeal  which,  though  trivial  in  its  nature,  is 
justly  deemed  the  most  vexatious  of  annoyances 
that  the  stranger  can  possibly  encounter. 

Sir  George  Arthur,  the  new  governor  of  Upper 
Canada,  with  his  suite  and  several  military  gentle- 
men, took  passage  in  the  New  York  packet  Sam- 
son, on  Friday  the  5th  of  January,  for  America. 

A meeting  of  the  friends  of  reform  had  been  held 
at  the  borough  of  Beverley,  at  which  Messrs.  Ren- 
nie and  Clay  had  spoken  in  favor  of  temperate  and 
conciliatory  measures  towards  the  Canadians,  and 
a petition  to  that  effect  is  expected  from  the  people 
of  that  place. 

The  winter  palace  of  the  Emperor  Nicholas  was 
destroyed  by  fire  on  the  29th  of  December,  the 
London  Royal  Exchange  on  the  10th  of  January, 
and  the  Italian  Opera  house  at  Paris  on  the  loth  of 
the  same  month.  In  all  these  cases  the  endeavors 
to  extinguish  the  conflagration  were  obstructed  by 
the  intense  frost  which  prevailed,  and  rendered  it 
difficult  at  first  to  convey  the  water  to  the  flames. 
The  weather,  during  the  season  in  which  these 
fires  occurred,  appears  to  have  presented  a strong 
contrast  to  the  mildness  of  the  season  here. 

The  chamber  of  deputies,  on  the  15th,  agreed  on 
an  answer  to  the  king’s  speech,  which  is  but  the 
repetition  of  the  speech  itself. 

A Berlin  letter  of  January  7th,  states  that  three 
couriers  from  St.  Petersburg  had  arrived  within  a 
few  days  of  each  other.  It  was  reported  that  seri- 
ous disturbances  had  broke  out  in  the  Russian 


capital,  and  that  the  Emperor  Nicholas  had  been 
exposed  to  great  personal  danger. 

appointments  by  the  president, 

By  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate. 
Peter  Dixey,  collector  of  the  customs,  Marble- 
head, Mass,  from  Feb.  19,  1838. 

Jesse  Hoyt,  collector  of  the  customs,  New  York, 
from  March  29,  1838. 

George  Holt,  collector  of  the  customs,  Cherry 
Stone,  Virginia,  from  Februrry  6,  1838. 

Samuel  Learned,  collector  of  the  customs,  Pearl 
River,  Mi.  from  January  31,  1838. 

John  McDonnell,  collector  of  the  cusfoms,Detroit, 
Mich.  froYn  23d  March,  1838. 

Danforth  N.  Barney,  collector  of  the  customs, 
Sacketts  Harbor,  from  March  3,  1838,  in  place  of 
Thomas  Loomis,  whose  commission  has  expired. 

John  Clark,  register  of  the  land  office,  Ionia,  Mi- 
chigan, vice  Joseph  W.  Brown  removed,  from  6th 
March,  1838. 

Joseph  S.  Lake,  register  of  the  land  office,  Woos- 
ter, Ohio,  from  March  25th,  1838. 

James  C.  Sloo,  register  of  the  land  office,  Shaw- 
neetown,  Illinois,  from  March  25lh,  1838. 

William  A.  Richmond,  receiver,  Ionia,  Michigan, 
vice  Allen  Hutchins,  removed,  from  6th  March, 
1838. 

Samuel  Milroy,  receiver,  Crawfordsville,  Indiana, 
vice  James  T.  Pollock,  removed,  from  6th  March, 
1838. 

John  Coates,  receiver,  Chilicothe,  Ohio,  from  25th 
March,  1838. 

John  Taylor,  receiver,  Springfield,  Illinois,  from 
25th  March,  1838. 

Charles  Humphrys,  receiver,  Marietta,  Ohio,  from 
the  28th  March,  1838,  when  the  commission  of  Da- 
vid C.  Skinner  will  expire. 

Solomon  Clark,  receivers  of  public  moneys  at 
Pontotoc,  Mi.  from  5th  March,  1838. 

Benjamin  R.  Gantt,  receiver  of  public  moneys, 
Opelousas,  Louisiana,  from  January  24,  1838. 

Henry  Smith,  receiver  of  public  moneys,  Vanda- 
lia,  Illinois,  from  January  31,  1838. 

R.  G.  Greene,  surveyor,  Portland  Me.  from  Feb. 
15,  183S. 

George  W.  Riter,  surveyor,  Philadelphia,  from 
March  23,  1838. 

Marcus  C.  Ryan,  surveyor,  Windsor,  N.  C.  from 
Jan.  31,  1838. 

John  G.  Mawney,  surveyor  and  inspector  of  the 
revenue,  East  Greenwich,  R.  I.  from  29th  January, 
1838. 

Edward  Palfray,  surveyor  for  the  district  of  Sa- 
lem and  Beverley,  and  inspector  of  the  revenue  for 
the  port  of  Salem,  Massachusetts  from  29th  Jan- 
uary, 1838. 

John  Horn,  naval  officer,  Philadelphia,  from 
March  23,  1838. 

Daniel  Sherwood,  naval  officer,  Wilmington,  N. 
C.,  from  Feb.  22,  1838. 

Henry  Simpson,  appraiser,  Philadelphia,  from 
Feb.  23,  1838. 

Thomas  H.  Hopkins,  register  of  land  office,  Mi. 
from  Feb.  23,  1838. 

David  V.  Culley,  register  of  land  office,  Indiana- 
polis, Indiana,  from  March  31,  1838. 

David  Robb,  register  of  land  office,  Zanesville, 
Ohio,  from  March  31,  1838. 

Olmslead  Hough,  register  of  the  land  office  at 
Detroit,  Mich,  from  5th  March,  1838. 

Peter  IV.  Gautier,  jr.  to  be  marshal  for  the 
western  district  of  Florida,  in  the  place  of  J.  W, 
Exum,  deceased. 

Charles  D.  Hammond  of  Georgia,  to  be  marshal 
of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of  Georgia,  in 
the  place  of  Peter  Solomon,  resigned. 

James  N.  Barker,  to  be  first  comptroller  of  the 
treasury,  from  the  first  of  March  next,  in  the  place 
of  George  W olf,  resigned. 

Post  office  regulations. — Extract  from  the 
instructions  to  postmasters,  p.  50,  sec.  118.  “In 
every  instance  in  which  papers  that  come  to  your 
office  are  not  taken  out  by  the  person  to  whom  they 
are  sent,  you  will  give  immediate  notice  to  the  pub- 
lisher, adding  the  reason,  if  known,  why  the  papers 
are  not  taken  out.” 


18 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— MARCH  10,  1S38— THE  LATE  EUEL. 


THE  LATE  DUEL  AT  WASHINGTON. 

From  the  New  York  American. 

From  the  editor. 

Washington , 2 6th  February,  1838. 

I send  the  following  statement  for  publication,  in 
justice  to  col.  J.  W.  Webb.  It  is  accurate,  as  I 
know,  in  its  essential  particulars,  in  that  which  re- 
lates to  the  impression  under  which  col.  W.  rested 
on  the  evening  of  Friday,  23d,  and  up  to  10  o’clock 
A.  M.  of  Saturday,  that  no  meeting  could  take  place 
on  that  day  between  Mr.  Graves  and  Mr.  Cilley. 

Col.  W.  had  evinced  the  mostresolute  purpose  to 
prevent,  at  any  rate,  and  at  any  hazard,  the  substi- 
tution of  Mr.  Graves  for  himself,  in  the  combat,  and 
nothing  but  the  unusual  haste  with  which  this  mat- 
ter seems  to  have  been  passed  to  an  issue,  could,  it 
is  believed,  have  defeated  the  success  of  his  inter- 
position, and  that  of  other  friends,  as  well  as  of  the 
law,  to  prevent  the  duel. 

It  is  not  deemed  necessary  to  give  the  signatures 
to  this  paper,  as  it  might  not  be  agreeable  to  the 
parties  to  see  thejr  names  in  print,  on  such  an  oc- 
casion. Any  gentleman,  however,  desiring  it  may 
see  the  original  statement  at  this  office. 

Gadsby’s  Hotel, 
Washington,  Feb.  25,  1838. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  yesterday,  col.  Webb, 
of  New  York,  called  at  my  lodgings  while  I was  yet 
in  bed,  and  stated  that  on  the  evening  preceding, 
Mr.  Cilley,  of  Maine,  had  accepted  a challenge  from 
Mr.  Graves  of  Kentucky,  and  that  they  were  to 
fight  at  eighty’’  paces  with  rifles.  Col.  Webb  said 
that  the  proposed  meeting  grew'  out  of  a correspon- 
dence between  Mr.  Graves  and  Mr.  Cilley,  found- 
ed upon  a letter  from  col.  AVebb  to  Mr.  Cilley,  ask- 
ing for  an  explanation  of  certain  language  used  on 
the  floor  of  the  house  of  representatives,  and  of 
which  letter  Mr.  Graves  was  the  bearer.  He  said 
that  it  was  utterly  impossible  that  any  meeting 
could  be  permitted  to  take  place  between  Messrs. 
Graves  and  Cilley  until  Mr.  Cilley  had  first  met 
him  ; that  he  was  determined  to  force  such  meeting 
upon  Mr.  Cilley,  be  the  consequences  what  they 
might,  and  that  in  pursuance  of  that  determination, 
he  had  secured  the  services  of the  even- 

ing previous,  shortly  after  the  acceptance  of  Mr. 
Graves’  challenge  by  Mr.  Cilley,  and  now  called  to 
ask  my  co-operation  in  the  following  proceeding, 

viz  : “ That  col.  Webb,  accompanied  by  Mr. 

and  myself,  properly  armed,  should  repair  to  Mr. 
Cilley’s  room,  when  Mr.  Webb  should  offer  Mr. 
Cilley  the  choice  of  his  duelling  pistols,  with  the 
following  alternatives  : either  then  and  there  to  set- 
tle the  question,  or  pledge  his  word  of  honor  that  he 
would  give  col.  Webb  a meeting  before  Mr,  Graves, 
at  such  place  and  time,  and  with  such  weapbns,  as 
Mr.  Cilley  might  appoint ; and  in  the  event  of  do- 
ing neither,  then  to  expect  the  most  serious  conse- 
quences on  the  spot.”  Mr.  Webb  then  added, 
“should  he  refuse  to  fight  me  at  the  time,  or  give 
the  pledge  required,  I shall  have  no  alternative  left 
but  to  shatter  his  right  arm,  and  thereby  prevent 
his  meeting  my  friend.” 

I considered  col.  Webb  bound  in  honor  to  take 
the  course  he  suggested,  and  promptly  declared  my 
willingness  to  accompany  him.  At  10  o’clock  I 
was  informed  by  col.  Webb,  that  although  he  had 
been  assured  on  the  evening  previous,  that  Mr. 
Graves  and  Mr.  Cilley  would  not  meet  for  some 
days,  he  had  reason  to  believe  that  he  had  been  in- 
tentionally deceived,  and  that  the  meeting  would 
take  place  on  that  day  at  12  o’clock.  At  his  re- 
quest, I immediately  took  measures  to  ascertain 
whether  Mr.  Cilley  was  at  his  lodgings,  and  finding 

that  he  was  not,  col.  Webb,  Mr. and  myself, 

all  well  armed,  took  a carriage  and  repaired  to  Bla- 
densburg,  where  it  was  said  the  meeting  was  to 
take  place.  Before  arriving  at  the  ground,  col. 
Webb  designated  the  following  as  the  order  of  pro- 
ceeding— -to  which  we  assented,  believing  it  to  be 
the  only  course  left  him,  and  demanded  by  every 
consideration  of  duty  towards  his  chivalric  friend. 
Mr.  Graves.  “ On  reaching  the  parties,”  said  col. 
W.,  “ I’ll  approach  Mr.  Cilley  and  tell  him  that  this 
is  ‘my  quarrel,  and  he  must  fight  me, and  that  if  he 
aims  his  rifle  at  my  friend,  I’ll  shoot  him  cn  the 
spot.’  We  know’  that  upon  this,  Messrs.  Graves 
and  Wise  will  interfere,  and  that  we  will  be  order- 
ed off  the  ground, — but  I shall  tell  them  that  we 
have  come  prepared  to  lose  our  lives  or  prevent  the 
meeting,  that  it  cannot  proceed  without  first  dispo- 
sing of  us.  From  our  knowledge  of  the  parties,  it 
is  probable  that  some  of  them  will  then  raise  his 
weapon  at  me,  when  I shall  instantly  shoot  Cilley, 
and  we  must  proceed  to  defend  ourselves  in  the 
best  way  we  can.” 

On  arriving  at  the  usual  duelling  ground,  we  dis- 
covered that  the  parties  were  not  there,  and  after 
waiting  half  an  hour,  returned  to  the  capitol,  when 
col.  Webb  had  a conversation  with,  and  we  under- 


stood, requested  general  Mercer  to  go  to  the  civil 
authorities,  make  a formal  complaint  in  his  (col. 
W’s.)  name,  and  cause  officers  to  be  despatched  in 
every  direction  to  discover  and  apprehend  the  parties. 

We  learnt  at  the  capitol,  that  the  parties  had  only 
been  absent  about  twenty  minutes,  and  that  the 
meeting  was  to  take  place  at  the  old  magazine.  We 
instantly  followed  in  pursuit ; but  on  arriving  at  the 
place  designated,  understood  that  the  parties  had 
not  been  there.  We  were  then  induced  to  believe 
that  the  shore  of  the  Potomac,  near  the  arsenal  at 
Greenleaf’s  point,  was  the  place  of  meeting,  and 
we  followed  in  pursuit.  But  here  again,  we  were 
foiled ; and  I have  since  understood  that  the  place 
of  meeting  was  changed  to  avoid  interruption  by 
col.  W.  It  now'  being  after  three  o’clock,  P.  M. 
we  returned  to  Gadsby’s  hotel,  and  there  awaited 
the  result. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  add  what  would  have  been 
the  course  of  col.  Webb,  if  Mr.  Graves,  instead  of 
Mr.  Cilley,  had  been  injured.  Suffice  it  to  say, 
that  his  determination  was  sanctioned  by  us  ; and 
however  much  we  deplored  it,  we  could  not  doubt 
but  the  extraordinary  position  in  which  he  would 
then  have  been  placed,  would  have  warranted  the 
course  determined  upon. 

(Signed) 

The  foregoing  statement  of  Major is  cor- 

rect in  all  that  relates  to  myself,  and  to  our  joint 
proceedings — or  in  other  words,  in  all  its  parts  of 
which  I could  have  any  knowledge,  not  having 

been  present  at  the  time  Major ’s  services 

were  sought  for  and  secured. 

(Signed)  

The  editors  of  the  New  York  Journal  of  Com- 
merce state  that  the  names  affixed  to  the  above  w'ere 
Daniel  Jackson,  of  New  York,  and  Mai.  W.  IJ. 
Morrell.  — 

The  “Spy  in  Washington ” has  published  the  fol- 
lowing as  the  letter  from  col.  Webb  to  Mr.  Cilley; 
which  the  latter  declined  receiving  when  presented 
by  Mr.  Graves,  and  we  give  it  a place  as  a portion 
of  the  history  of  the  duel. 

Gadsby’s  Hotel,  ) 
Washington,  Feb.  21st,  1838.  ) 

To  the  Hon.  Jonathan  Cilley. 

Sir — In  the  Washington  Globe  of  the  12th  inst., 
you  are  reported  to  have  said  in  the  course  of  the 
debate  which  took  place  in  the  house  of  representa- 
tives on  that  day  growing  out  of  a publication  made 
in  the  New  York  Courier  and  Enquirer, — “He 
(you)  knew  nothing  of  this  editor,  but  if  it  was 
the  same  editor,  who  once  made  grave  charges 
against  an  institution  of  this  country,  and  after- 
wards was  sai  l to  have  received  facilities  to  the 
amount  of  some  $52,000  from  the  same  institution, 
and  gave  it  his  hearty  support,  he  did  not  think  his 
charges  w'ere  entitled  to  much  credit  in  an  Ameri- 
can congress.” 

I deem  it  my  duty  to  apprise  you,  sir,  that  T am 
the  editor  of  the  paper  in  which  the  letter  from  the 
“Spy  in  Washington”  charging  a member  of  con- 
gress with  corruption,  was  first  published;  and  the 
object  of  this  communication  is  to  enquire  of  you, 
whether  I am  the  editor  to  whom  you  alluded,  and 
if  so,  to  ask  the  explanation  which  the  character  of 
your  remarks  renders  necessary. 

Very  respectfully,  your  ob’t  serv’t. 

j.  WATSON  WEBB. 

The  annexed  communication  from  col.  Webb, 
written  at  Philadelphia,  was  published  in  the  Cou- 
rier and  Enquirer: 

Philadelphia,  Feb.  28,  1838. 

As  it  is  my  determination  never  to  allude  edito- 
rially, to  the  recent  melancholy  affair  at  Washing- 
ton, except  under  circumstances  which  cannot  now 
be  foreseen,  there  may  be  a propriety  in  briefly  re- 
ferring to  it  at  this  time. 

Some  of  my  contemporaries  have  alluded  to  my 
apparent  desire  to  get  into  difficulties  of  this  na- 
ture, but  ir,  this  they  Ho  me  great  injustice;  and  I 
may  with  safety  appeal  to  those  who  are  familiar 
with  the  circumstances  undei  which  I have  actually 
gone  into  the  field,  and  sought  to  take  others  there, 
that  I have  never  acted  under,  or  exhibited  a spirit 
of  revenge,  or  been  actuated  by  any  other  feelings 
than  those  which  should  be  the  guide  of  every  gen- 
tleman. 

The  true  secret  of  my  repeated  difficulties  is  to 
be  found  in  the  fact,  that  I will  not  subscribe  to 
the  abominable  doctrine,  that  in  becoming  an  editor, 

I ceased  to  be  a gentleman!  This  insult  to  the  press 
of  our  country,  had  its  origin  in  the  cowardly  feel- 
ings of  certain  senators  from  Mississippi;  arid  in 
consequence  of  their  example,  every  political  de- 
magogue, who  succeeds  in  obtaining  a seat  in 
congress,  lays  it  down  as  an  axiom  that  editors  are 
not  gentlemen,  and  may  be  assailed  without  entitling 
them  to  any  claim  for  redress. 


The  prominent  position  of  the  Courier  and  En- 
quirer, and  the  wide  dissemination  of  the  infamous 
slander  that  I had  been  bribed  by  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States — a slander  which  had  its  origin  in 
the  malevolence  of  Churchill  C.  Canibreleng' — has 
unfortunately  consigned  Mr.  Cilley  to  the  tomb, 
and  attached  to  me  the  imputation  of  seeking  noto- 
riety, by  aiming  to  establish  the  reputation  of  a 
duellist.  Those  who  know  me,  are  well  aware 
that  neither  vindictiveness  nor  malice  constitute 
any  portion  of  my  character;  and  that  where  I have 
sought  redress,  I have  been  actuated  by  a deep 
sense  of  what  was  due  to  myself  and  family,  and 
not  by  the  desire  of  shedding  human  blood.  Nearly 
six  years  have  now  elapsed  since  Mr.  Cambre- 
leng’s  false  charge  was  first  made  against  me.  It 
is  known  to  be  false  by  every  man  of  ordinary  in- 
telligence in  the  country,  and  yet  it  is  annually 
repeated  on  the  floor  of  congress!  Now  I appeal 
to  any  man  of  proper  feeling,  who  is  himself  the 
father  of  a family,  whether  he  could  calmly  submit 
to  the  reflection  that  this  foul  calumny  must  de- 
scend to  his  children  as  perhaps  the  only  legacy  <5f 
one  whom,  while  living,  they  loved  and  honored? 
I think  not;  and  without  any  disrespect  to  the  feel- 
ings of  the  public,  I may  he  permitted  to  say,  that 
I have  long  since  determined  to  put  an  end  to  this 
slander  at  all  hazards. 

In  pursuance  of  this  unaltered  and  unalterable 
determination,  I have  endeavored  to  hold  members 
of  congress  responsible  for  the  repetition  of  what 
they  well  knew'  to  be  a slander;  and  when  I have 
been  met  by  the  plea  that  an  editor  of  a paper  is 
not  a gentleman,  I have  had  the  additional  mortifi- 
cation of  knowing  that  a portion  of  the  press,  want- 
ing in  duty  to  itself,  unfeelingly  endeavors  to  pre- 
judice the  public  mind,  both  as  to  the  object  I have 
in  view  and  the  character  of  the  plea  by  which 
that  object  is  sought  to  be  avoided. 

Every  man  is.  of  right,  the  sole  judge  of  what  is 
due  to  his  own  honor;  and  while  no  one  can  enter- 
tain greater  respect  for  public  opinion  than  I do,  I 
must  be  permitted  to  say,  I can  never  be  so  far 
controlled  by  it  as  to  suffer  any  respectable  person 
to  circulate  the  slander  alluded  to,  without  chas- 
tisement of  some  sort.  Of  course  I can  never  again 
ask  a friend  to  be  the  bearer  of  a message  to  any 
member  of  congress.  The  cowardly  plea  which 
members  of  that  body  have  adopted  to  screen  them- 
selves from  punishment,  will  thus  far  prove  effect- 
ual; but  they  must  not  imagine  that  they  are  there- 
fore beyond  my  reach.  Time  may  demonstrate 
that  such  a conclusion  would  be  erroneous;  and  if 
there  are  those  connected  with  the  press  who  are 
prepared  to  censure  my  condi#t  because  they  are 
willing  to  submit  to  the  decision  that  their  profes- 
sion is  not  consistent  with  the-  character  or  the 
feelings  of  a gentleman,  I can  only  enter  my  pro- 
test against  their  acquiescence  in  such  deep  dis- 
grace being  considered  binding  upon  me. 

One  word  in  relation  to  the  recent  duel,  and  I 
have  done.  Mr.  Cilley,  in  his  last  interview  with 
Mr.  Graves,  said  all,  and  even  more  than  was  re- 
quired of  him;  and  this,  under  the  impulse  of  his 
own  feelings,  he  was  ready  to  commit  to  w'riting. 
But  he  unfortunately  fell  into  the  hands  of  Benton 
and  Duncan — men  as  void  of  character  as  they  are 
of  political  honesty — and  these  ruffians  believing 
that  ‘he  life  of  Mr.  Graves  was  at  stake,  in  conse- 
quence of  Mr.  Cilley’s  wonderful  accuracy  in  rifle 
shooting,  persuaded  him  to  withhold  his  assent  to 
what  Mr.  Graves  had  already  reduced  to  writing, 
and  thereby  indirectly  implicate  his  veracity.  To 
Mr.  Cilley’s  weakness  in  listening  to  such  dis- 
honorable advice,  and  the  anxiety  of  Messrs.  Ben- 
ton and  Duncan  for  the  life  of  Mr.  Graves,  is  the 
melancholy  fate  of  Mr.  Cilley  solely  to  be  attribu- 
ted. His  blood  is  on  their  heads;  and  sooner  or 
later  the  public  will  properly  appreciate  their  in- 
strumentality in  this  melancholy  tragedy.  Of  my 
efforts  to  prevent  it,  I need  not  speak — the  facts 
are  fairly  before  the  public,  and  in  the  conscious- 
ness that  I have  only  done  what  my  duty  to  myself 
and  my  family  rendered  imperative,  I rely  upon 
my  conduct  being  duly  appreciated  by  all  whose 
good  opinion  it  is  my  desire  to  retain. 

J.  WATSON  AVEBB. 

From  the  “ Globe”  of  Wednesday  night. 

AVe  have  been  furnished  with  the  following  for 
publication : 

Washington  City,  March  6,  1838. 

Sir:  I enclose  you  three  printed  paragraphs,  cut 
from  newspapers,  having  relation  to  the  inquiry 
with  which  the  committee  of  which  you  are  chair- 
man has  been  charged  by  the  house  r.f  representa- 
tives. The  first  is  taken  from  a letter  written  from 
Philadelphia  ; the  second  from  a letter  written  from 
this  city  ; and  the  third  is  taken  from  the  editorial 
head  of  the  New  York  Courier  and  Enquirer;  and 
all  of  them  attributing  the  death  of  Mr.  Cilley  to 
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my  counsels  and  contrivances.  The  positiveness 
with  which  the  writers  of  these  paragraphs  detail 
the  circumstances  which  enable  them  to  Charge  me 
with  the  death  of  Mr.  Cilley,  may  present  them  as 
proper  witnesses  to  be  examined  in  relation  to  that 
event;  and,  if  so,  I have  to  request  that  I may  be 
allowed  to  be  present  at  their  examination. 

In  the  mean  time,  justice  to  the  dead,  who  can 
no  longer  speak  for  himself,  and  a due  regard  to  the 
object  of  these  coincident  movements  from  three 
cities,  induce  me  to  say  that,  so  far  as  my  name  is 
concerned,  there  is  not  one  particle  of  truth  in  the 
statements  of  these  paragraphs.  So  far  from  coun- 
selling with  Mr.  Cilley,  and  preventing  him  from 
admitting  the  true  report  of  his  conversations  with 
Mr.  Graves,  it  happens  to  be  the  fact  that  I never 
saw  Mr.  Cilley,  to  know  him,  but  once  in  his  life, 
and  that  at  the  commencement  of  the  session,  when 
he  did  me  the  honor  to  call  upon  me  in  company 
with  Mr.  Pierce,  of  the  senate;  and  that  no  com- 
munication of  any  kind,  written  or  verbal,  direct  or 
indirect,  personal  or  political,  has  ever  taken  place 
between  us.  Instead  of  contriving  and  creating  this 
duel,  it  so  happened  that  my  first  knowledge  of  it 
was  received  in  m3'  chair  in  the  senate,  on  Friday, 
from  Mr.  Haight,  the  sergeant-at-arms,  who  men- 
tioned it  to  me  as  a town  talk;  my  next  knowledge 
of  it  was  from  Mr.  Pierce,  of  the  senate,  and  at  my 
place  in  the  senate  ; so  that  I was  in  arrear  of  the 
town  talk  on  the  subject.  With  respect  to  this 
wonderful  rifle  firing,  of  which  I am  represented  to 
have  been  the  superintendent,  and  to  have  express- 
ed such  high  admiration,  it  happens  to  be  the  fact 
that  I have  not  seen  a rifle  fired  in  twenty  years. 
With  respect  to  Mr.  Graves,  whose  death  I am 
charged  with  so  anxiously  contriving, it  so  happens 
that  I do  not  know  the  person  of  that  gentleman; 
that  not  a word  of  any  kind  has  ever  passed  between 
us;  that  I do  not  know  that  he  has  ever  spent  a 
thought  upon  me,  and  am  certain  that  his  existence 
even  was  unthought  of  by  me  at  the  time  I am 
charged  with  planning  his  death.  With  respect  to 
Hr.  Duncan,  with  whom  I am  charged  with  being 
in  consultation  nearly  all  the  week,  I have  no  re- 
collection of  having  seen  him  until  after  mid-day 
on  Saturday’,  when  he  and  others  stopped  at  Mr. 
Jones’s  door,  which  is  next  door  to  mine,  on  their 
way  out,  and  when  my  counsels  can  be  stated  by 
others  more  appropriately  than  by  myself. 

Reserving  any  further  details  for  a more  suitable 
occasion,  I have  to  request  you  to  lay  this  letter, 
with  its  enclosure,  before  the  committee  of  which 
you  are  chairman,  for  such  action  upon  it  as  they 
may  think  proper  to  have. 

Respectfully,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  BENTON. 
To  the  Hon.  Mr.  Toucey,  chairman,  fyc. 

[For  the  paragraph  quoted  here  by  Mr.  Benton, 
see  that  portion  of  Mr.  Webb’s  letter  above,  com- 
mencing, “One  word,”  &c.] 

Extract  from  a letter,  dated  Washington,  Feb.  2G, 

1S2S,  published  in  the  New  York  Courier  and  En- 
quirer. 

“ Immediately  after  the  conversation,  Mr.  Graves 
addressed  a letter  to  Mr.  Cilley,  recapitulating  the 
substance  of  the  conversation,  and  requesting  him 
to  reduce  it  to  writing.  Hereupon  a consultation 
took  place  between  Mr.  Cilley,  Mr.  Duncan  of  the 
house,  Mr.  Benton  of  the  senate,  and  several  others, 
the  result  of  which  was  a reply  late  in  the  evening, 
wherein  Mr.  Cilley  refused  to  recognise  so  much 
of  Mr.  Graves’s  report  of  their  conversation  as  rela- 
ted to  col.  Webb,  and  said  that  he  neither  admitted 
nor  denied  his  claims  to  be  considered  a gentleman. 
This  was  virtually  questioning  Mr.  Graves’  vera- 
city, and  he  insisted  upon  an  admission  in  writing 
of  what  had  occurred  in  their  personal  interview. 
But  under  the  advisement  of  Mr.  Benton  and  others, 
it  was  refused,  and  we  all  know  the  melancholy 
termination  of  the  affair.” 

Extract  from  the  New  York  Courier  and  Enquirer. 

“He  [Mr.  Cilley]  is  said  to  have  practised  on 
Thursday’  and  Friday  last  under  the  superinten- 
dence of  Mr.  Benton,  when  that  personage  declar- 
ed, either  on  hearing  or  seeing  the  result  of  his 
practice,  that  at  eighty  yards  he  could  kill  any  man 
in  the  world.  He  is  said  to  have  hit  eleven  times — 
eight  times  within  the  circumference  of  a dollar — 
and  the  whole  eleven  times  within  the  space  which 
could  be  covered  by  a man’s  hand.” 

From  the  New  York  Evening  Post  of  the  2nd  inst. 

Mr.  James  Watson  Webb  caps  the  climax  of  his 
most  ruffian-like  conduct  by  announcing,  under  his 
own  signature,  in  his  paper  of  this  morning,  that  he 
is  determined  to  inflict  chastisement  of  some  sort 


upon  every  respectable  person  who  shall  dare  to 
speak  of  his  having  been  bribed  to  support  the  late 
United  States  Bank.  It  is  probable  this  threat  may 
silence  some  ; but  I trust  there  are  yet  more  who 
will  despise  it  as  utterly  as  the  wretch  who  pro- 
claims it  ought  to  be  despised  by  every  honorable 
man.  For  my  own  part,  while  the  proof  that  this 
atrocious  braggart’s  services  were  bought  and  paid 
for  by  the  United  States  Bank  exists  on  the  endur- 
ing records  of  the  national  legislature,  I,  for  one, 
shall  never  hesitate  to  speak  freely  iny  sentiments 
of  the  contemptible  apostate.  I am  willing  to  ac- 
knowledge that  he  is,  technically  and  etymologi- 
cally, a gentleman — that  is,  that  this  father  and 
grandfather  were  respectable  men,  and  that  some 
few  gentlemen  lend  him  their  countenance  in  soci- 
ety— but  as  for  himself,  I hold  him  to  be  one  of  the 
basest  and  most  craven  braggarts  that  ever  disgrac- 
ed the  human  form.  If  every  man  and  woman  in 
this  community  should  speak  their  true  opinion  of 
him,  it  would  be  found  that  but  few  voices  would 
dissent  from  that  which  I have  here  expressed.  1 
say  this,  not  because  I have  any  desire  to  obtrude 
myself  personally  before  the  community,  but  be- 
cause, in  the  face  of  srrch  a defiance  as  that  thrown 
out  in  the  Courier  of  this  morning,  I deem  it  the 
duty  of  those  who  have  heretofore  spoken  plainly 
of  this  creature’s  character,  to  show  that  they  are 
not  to  be  intimidated  by  his  bluster  from  continu- 
ing freely  to  express  their  sentiments. 

WM.  LEGGETT. 

New  York,  March  2,  1838. 


FRONTIER  INTELLIGENCE. 

Extract  from  a letter  dated 
St.  Lawrence  co.  N.  Y.  Feb.  2G,  1833. 

The  forces  began  to  arrive  at  French  creek  on 
Tuesday  afternoon  and  evening,  and  large  quanti- 
ties of  arms  and  ammunition  were  received  there. 
Van  Rensselaer  was  there;  and  they  did  not  imbody 
men  on  the  Adperican  soil,  (acting,  in  this  respect, 
under  the  advice  of  counsel)  but  transported  their 
arms  and  ammunition  to  Hickory  island — a small 
British  island  lying  between  Grindstone  and  Long 
islands — and  the  men  began  to  repair  hither.  They 
had  about  4,000  stand  of  arms,  20  barrels  car- 
tridges, 500  long  pikes,  (a  very  efficient  article, 
manufactured  for  the  occasion)  and  plenty  of  pro- 
visions. On  the  island,  the  only  shelter  was  a small 
log  house  and  a barn.  On  Wednesday,  the  men 
gathered  on  the  island  to  the  number  of  3, 000.  Tht- 
day  was  cold,  and  the  men  suffered  from  exposure. 
Mackenzie,  it  seems,  was  dissatisfied  that  Van 
Rensselaer  was  to  command,  and  neither  he  nor 
Gibson  attended  at  all.  This  threw  a damper  on 
the  whole  proceeding:  the  Jefferson  men  would  not 
take  arms.  Van  Rensselaer,  it  is  said,  offered  to 
march  into  Canada  in  the  ranks,  with  his  knapsack 
and  musket,  under  any  command,  with  100  men; 
but  on  calling  for  volunteers,  the  first  time  there 
appeared  83,  from  St.  Lawrence  and  Salt  Point, 
and  all  told:  second,  71  appeared;  and  the  third  time 
only  35  would  volunteer.  They  then  concluded  to 
disperse,  and  by  great  exertions  of  the  leaders, 
enough  were  kept  together  to  remove  the  arms,  &c. 
to  French  creek;  and  then  they  fled,  “every  man 
to  his  tent,”  or  rather  to  his  own  home. 

Thus  ends  the  affair,  and  I presume  no  further 
agitation  will  be  kept  up  on  this  frontier.  Macken- 
zie has  showed  himself  equally  selfish,  heartless, 
unprincipled,  and  cowardly;  and  so  great  is  the  re- 
vulsion of  feeling  here,  that  I verily  believe,  if  he 
should  venture  here  again,  he  would  be  handed 
over  to  the  tender  mercies  of  the  Canadians,  with- 
out ceremony  or  pity. 

From  the  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce. 

The  news  of  the  plunder  of  the  United  States 
arsenal  at  Elizabethtown,  Essex  county,  N.  Y. 
published  in  our  morning  edition,  is  confirmed. 
The  robbery  took  place  on  the  night  of  the  25th 
ult.  A letter  from  Mr.  Hand,  the  keeper,  to  the 
state  authorities  at  Albany,  says  one  thousand  mus- 
kets with  fixed  bayonets  were  stolen,  twenty-six 
rifles,  twenty  pairs  of  pistols,  a large  quantity  of 
knapsacks,  and  perhaps  a quantity  of  cartridge 
boxes.  Entrance  was  effected  at  the  back  door,  by 
means  of  an  iron  bar.  The  stolen  arms,  says  the 
Albany  Argus,  “are  supposed  to  have  been  taken 
in  several  sleighs,  and  were  tracked  north.  Mes- 
sengers had  been  sent  in  every  direction,  but  Mr. 
H.  believes  that  the  property  is  secreted  within  a 
few  miles,  unless  it  has  been  transported  into  Ver- 
mont. The  guns  were  mostly  old,  but  recently 
cleaned,  polished,  and  oiled.  Mr.  H.  had  applied 
promptly  to  Gen.  Wool  for  aid  in  the  recovery  of 
the  property.”  This  officer,  according  to  a letter 
in  the  Albany  Journal,  has  several  companies  of 
militia  at  his  disposal,  but  no  regulars.  Another 
letter  in  the  same  paper  states  that  the  teams  which  ■ 


carried  off  the  stolen  property  came  from  Westport 
and  Lewis. 

On  the  night  previous  to  the  above  outrage,  the 
state  arsenal  at  Batavia  was  again  broken"  open, 
and  robbed  of  one  hundred  muskets  and  1,000  lbs. 
of  powder.  — 

From  the  Albany  Argus. 

Despatches  are  from  gen.  Wool  to  the  25th,  in- 
clusive, dated  at  head-quarters,  Champlain.  The 
early  indications  of  quiet  had  given  place  to  a revi- 
val of  the  Canadian  war  spirit;  and  recently  per- 
sons had  been  actively  engaged  in  collecting  and 
concentrating  between  Champlain  and  Plattsburg 
supplies  of  cannon,  carriages,  ball,  small  arms  and 
ammunition,  with  the  avowed  intention  of  invading 
Canada,  the  first  favorable  opportunity,  at  three 
points,  viz:  at  Swanton,  Vermont,  Plattsburg;  and 
at  some  point  between  Ogdensburg  and  Watertown. 
The  main  attack,  it  was  believed,  was  intended  to 
proceed  from  the  Champlain  frontier.  These  cir- 
cumstances had  induced  gen.  Wool  to  call  for 
three  companies  of  infantry  militia,  and  some  thirty 
or  forty  mounted  men.  This  corps  had  been  judi- 
ciously distributed  at  the  proper  passes,  with  guards 
near  the  patriots’  depots,  with  instruction  to  detain 
them  the  moment  their  removal  should  be  attempt- 
ed: and  the  greatest  vigilance  was  exercised  to  pre- 
vent and  arrest  these  movements,  and  with  expect- 
ed success.  A material  change  had  taken  place  in 
the  public  mind;  so  much  so,  that  it  was  thought 
general  W.  would  be  able  to  obtain  a volunteer 
force  sufficient  to  answer  all  present  purposes. 

The  movement  from  the  neighborhood  of  Og- 
densburg, we  know,  has  proved  an  entire  failure; 
the  poor  creatures  who  composed  the  expedition 
having  returned,  half  frozen,  without  setting  foot 
on  the  main  shore  of  Canada.  The  most  valiant 
of  them,  however,  did  cross  the  line,  and  took  pos- 
session of  Hickory  island — a feat  which  wre  sup- 
pose might  have  been  accomplished  by  one  man, 
as  easily  as  by  three  companies.  By  the  last  ac- 
counts, general  Skinner,  who  had  been  deputed  by 
general  Wool  for  the  service,  with  orders  to  call 
out  a battalion  from  general  Hazleton’s  brigade, 
had  reached  Watertown,  and  would  proceed  forth- 
with to  French  creek,  and  endeavor  to  secure  the 
arms,  etc.  belonging  to  the  state. 

PROCLAMATION. 

By  William  L.  Marcy,  governor  of  the  slate  of 
New  York. 

AVhereas  information  has  been  communicated 
to  me  that  the  arsenals  belonging  to  this  state, 
situated  at  Batavia,  in  the  county  of  Genesee  at 
Watertown,  in  the  county  of  Jefferson;  and  at 
Elizabethtown,  in  the  county  of  Essex,  have  been 
recently  broken  open  and  a part  of  the  property  of 
the  state  deposited  in  them  has  been  stolen  there- 
from, I do  hereby  offer  a reward  of  $250,  in  addi- 
tion to  alike  sum  offered  by  the  keeper  of  the  state 
arsenal  at  Batavia,  to  any  person  who  will  furnish 
information  that  shall  lead  to  the  detection  and 
conviction  of  the  offenders.  I do  further  offer  the 
sum  of  $500  to  any  person  who  shall  give  informa- 
tion that  shall  lead  to  the  detention  and  conviction 
of  the  persons  who  broke  open  the  arsenal  at 
Elizabethtown  and  stole  property  of  the  state  there- 
from; w’hich  said  rewards  is  to  be  paid  on  the  con- 
viction of  the  offenders.  And  I do  furthermore  of- 
fer the  sum  of  $250,  in  addition  to  a like  sum  offer- 
ed by  the  keeper  of  the  arsenal  at  Watertown, 
to  any  one  who  will  give  such  information  as  shall 
lead  to  the  discovery  and  conviction  of  the  persons 
who  broke  open  the  arsenal  at  that  place  and  stole 
the  property  of  the  people  of  this  state  therefrom; 
the  said  sum  to  be  paid  on  conviction  of  the  offend- 
ers. And  whereas,  also,  several  pieces  of  ordnance 
belonging  to  the  people  of  this  state  have  been  sto- 
len and  carried  away  from  those  who  had  posses- 
sion thereof  on  behalf  of  this  state,  I do  hereby 
offer  the  sum  of  $100  as  a reward  to  any  person 
who  will  give  information  w hich  shall  lead  to  the 
apprehension  and  conviction  of  the  persons  guilty 
of  forcibly  and  feloniously  taking  and  carrying 
away  any  piece  of  ordnance  or  cannon,  the  proper- 
ty of  this  state,  from  any  gun-house,  or  from  the 
persons  having  possession  thereof;  and  I do  hereby 
call  upon  all  magistrates,  sheriffs,  and  civil  officers, 
to  be  vigilant  and  active  in  their  efforts  to  bring  to 
justice  the  persons  who  have  committed  any  of  the 
aforesaid  offences. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  privy  seal  of  New 
[l.  s.]  York,  the  first  day  of  March,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  thirty-eight. 

W.  L.  MARCY. 

John  A Dix,  Secretary  of  state. 

The  “Globe”  of  Tuesday  night  contains  the 
following: 

A report  has  been  received  from  colonel  Worth, 
at  Buffalo,  stating  that  the  arms,  ammunition,  and 
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artillery,  stolen  from  the.  state  arsenal  at  Batavia, 
have  been  recovered.  They  were  found  in  the 
possession  of  about  seventy  men,  who  were  en- 
camped several  miles  higher  up  the  lake,  and 
about  three  miles  from  either  shore.  The  men 
were  ordered  to  disperse  and  return  to  our  shore, 
whore  many  arrests  were  made  by  the  district 
attorney;  of  whom  five,  including  Burnham  and 
Holmes,  first  and  second  in  command,  were  con- 
ducted to  Buffalo,  and  are  now  undergoing  exami- 
nation with  the  most  abundant  testimony,  having 
been  caught  in  the  fact.  In  the  course  of  the  pre- 
liminary examination,  it  was  clearly  established 
that  the  final  movement  was  to  be  made  on  the 
night  of  the  27th,  before  which  some  six  or  eight 
hundred  men  were  waiting  in  the  immediate  neigh- 
borhood to  join. 

From  Ike  Buffalo  Com.  .Advertiser,  March  1. 

Early  this  morning  we  received  by  express,  the 
following  intelligence,  which,  as  it  comes  official- 
ly, may  be  depended  upon  as  correct. 

Gen.  Scott  arrived  at  Monroe,  Michigan,  on  the 
25th  ult.  On  the  24th,  a party  of  patriots  took 
possession  of  a small  island  in  the  Detroit  river,  on 
the  Canada  side,  and  the  next  day  were  dislodged 
by  the  British  batteries,  and  escaped  to  the  Ameri- 
can shore. 

There  were  about  150  in  number,  and  were  im- 
mediately disarmed  by  brig.  gen.  Brady,  and  suf- 
fered to  disperse. 

A deputy  marshal  i3  in  pursuit  of  the  leader,  the 
patriot  adjutant  gen.  McLeod. 

No  other  expedition  has  attempted  to  cross  the 
frontier  in  that  region.  This  is  the  fourth  Navy 
island  expedition. 

The  Kingston  Chronicle  gives  further  particulars 
of  the  threatened  invasion  of  Canada.  A despatch 
was  received  at  that  place,  stating  that  the  patriots 
were  concentrating  their  forces  with  an  intention 
of  making  an  attack  upon  Kingston  or  Gananoque, 
on  the  night  of  the  22d  of  February.  The  militia, 
under  major  Fitzgerald,  were  fully  prepared  to  re- 
ceive them,  and  mustered  to  the  number  of  1600 
bayonets.  The  patriots  are  stated  to  have  been 
about  200  strong.  An  account  of  what  transpired 
on  our  own  frontier  at  the  same  time  is  given 
by  the  Ogdensburg  Republican.  Mackenzie  had 
been  visiting  that  vicinity  some  weeks  since,  and 
had  addressed  our  citizens  at  that  place  and  at 
Canton.  On  his  return  to  Plattsburg,  a conven- 
tion was  held  somewhere  in  St.  Lawrence  county 
or  in  Jefferson,  and  a plan  of  operations  concerted. 
The  passing  and  repassing  of  many  strangers  in- 
duced the  belief  that  a general  rising  was  about  to 
take  place  on  the  frontier,  and  an  attack  made  upon 
Kingston  on  the  22d.  Three  thousand  men,  with 
arms,  ammunition,  and  provisions,  poured  into 
French  creek  like  a torrent.  Fearing  a visit  from 
the  United  States’  authorities,  they  removed  to 
Hickory  island,  on  the  Canada  side,  24  miles  from 
Kingston.  The  next  step  was  lo  call  for  volun- 
teers from  among  this  chivalric  host,  when  eighty- 
six!  responded  to  the  appeal.  This  was  a damper. 
The  lookers-on  bore  the  same  portion  to  the  actors 
as  in  other  farces,  and  activity  became  thp  order  of 
the  day.  The  play  was  ended,  and  the  audience 
retired. 


HON.  FELIX  GRUNDY’S  LETTER, 
On  the  Tennessee  resolutions  of  instruction. 

Washington  City,  Feh.  6,  1S3S. 

To  the  members  of  the  general  assembly  of  the  state 
of  Tennessee  who  voted  for  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

“Resolved,  therefore,  by  the  general  assembly  of 
the  state  of  Tennessee,  That  our  senators  be  in- 
structed, and  our  representatives  in  congress  be 
requested,  to  vote  against  any  law  which  may  pro 
pose  lo  enforce  the  sub-treasury  svslem  of  finance, 
recommended  by  the  president  of  the  United  States 
in  his  message  to  congress  of  the  4th  day  of  Sep- 
tember, 1837.” 

Gentlemen:  I received,  last  evening,  the  forego- 
ing instructions  from  the  legislature  of  the  state  I, 
in  part,  have  the  honor  to  represent  in  the  senate 
of  the  United  States,  and  hasten  to  inform  you  of 
the  course  I shall  feel  it  my  duty  to  pursue. 

I have  always  been  an  advocate  for  the  right  of 
instruction,  and  holding  that  light  as  belonging  to 
the  immediate  constituency  of  the  representative; 
I also  hold  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  representative 
to  obey;  that  is  the  state  legislature  possesses  the 
right  to  instruct  the  senators  from  their  state  in 
congress,  as  to  any  particular  measure,  and  the 
people  possess  the  right  to  instruct  their  immediate 
representatives. 

You  have  instructed  me  to  vote  against  a parti- 
cular measure.  To  vote  against  it  will  involve  no 


infraction  of  the  constitution;  nor  am  I required, 
by  a compliance  with  your  instructions,  to  inflict 
a direct  and  vital  injury  upon  my  country.  You, 
by  your  instructions,  have  taken  upon  yourselves 
the  responsibility  of  the  vote  1 am  required  to  give, 
and  1 am  relieved  from  it.  The  people  W'illlook 
to  you  as  the  principal,  and  to  me  merely  as  the 
agent,  in  performing  an  act  expressly  required  by 
those  in  whom  I recognise  the  power  to  instruct. 

I therefore  shall  obey,  in  good  faith,  your  in- 
structions as  expressed  in  yourresolution,  and  shall 
vote  against  the  bill,  in  all  its  stages,  precisely  in 
the  same  way  I should  do  were  I opposed  to  it  my- 
self, and  not  follow  the  example  of  those  senators 
of  the  opposition  who  have  felt  at  liberty  to  disobey 
the  instructions  of  their  state  legislatures. 

If  my  political  principles  would  allow-  me  to  do 
so,  perhaps  a case  cannot  be  imagined  where 
stronger  circumstances  could  exist  in  justification 
of  a course  different  from  the  one  I have  adopted. 
You  were  elected  as  members  of  the  legislature  in 
August  last.  Before  that  time,  nothing  had  bpen 
said  publicly  among  the  people  of  the  state  in  re- 
gard to  the  collection,  safe-keeping,  and  disburse- 
ment of  the  public  revenue.  Consequently,  your 
election  furnishes  no  indication  of  public  opinion 
on  this  subject,  because  the  question  was  not  then 
considered,  and  was  not  before  the  people. 

The  president’s  message,  at  the  special  session 
in  September,  first  disclosed  the  views  of  the  ad- 
ministration upon  this  subject.  This  document 
could  not  have  been  seen  by  many  of  your  consti- 
tuents before  you  left  home  for  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment: where  you  convened  on  the  first  Monday  in 
October.  Therefore,  most  of  you  could  not  have 
had  an  opportunity  of  ascertaining  the  sentiments 
of  your  constituents  before  you  met  in  October.  I 
am  also  constrained  to  believe  that  such  was  the 
fact,  as  to  your  means  of  knowing  the  views  of  your 
constituents  on  this  measure,  from  the  obvious 
consideration  that  had  you  really  known  that  their 
opinions  were  against  it,  your  respect  for  those 
opinions  must  have  led  you  to  immediate  and 
prompt  action  on  the  subject.  How,  otherwise, 
can  you  justify  your  conduct  in  delaying  to  act  till 
the  18th  day  of  January,  1838. 

Neither  have  I heard  of  any  memorials  or  remon- 
strances, indicating  the  public  sentiment,  that  have 
been  sent  to  you,  requiring  you  to  interpose  be- 
tween me  and  my  vote  on  this  subject. 

You  met  on  the  first  Monday  in  October  last, 
and  have  continued  in  session  ever  since.  I can- 
not, therefore,  but  think  it  improbable,  if  not  im- 
possible, that  the  people  have  impelled  you  to  this 
measure;  because,  but  few  of  you,  since  the  com- 
mencement of  your  session,  have  visited  your  con- 
stituents, and  I have  not  understood  that  any  of 
you  before  your  election  or  since,  have  been  in- 
structed by  them. 

I have  noticed  in  the  newspapers  one  political 
meeting  having  been  held  in  Nashville,  to  instruct 
the  Davidson  members  on  other  subjects;  but  this 
measure,  on  which  you  instruct  me,  was  not  named. 

Further.  If  it  were  for  the  public  interest  for  you 
to  act  in  this  matter,  why  did  you  not  act  more 
promptly  upon  the  president’s  message,  which  ap- 
peared in  September  last;  and  the  bill  introduced 
by  the  finance  committee  at  the  special  session? 
For  three  months  and  a half  after  you  met,  and 
knew  what  measures  W'ere  recommended  by  the 
executive  branch  of  the  government,  you  remain- 
ed silent,  permitting  your  senators  to  exercise  their 
own  judgments;  and  not  till  a few  days  past  did  I 
hear  that  you  were  earnestly  engaged,  in  one 
branch  of  the  legislature,  in  passing  your  instruc- 
tions. 

It  cannot  be  supposed  that  you  w’ere  waiting  to 
know  what  measures  would  be  proposed,  for  you 
had  the  last  message  of  the  president  early  in  De- 
cember, in  which  he  adhered  to  his  former  recom- 
mendation. 

As  to  the  bill  which  might  be  brought  forward 
by  the  finance  committee  in  reference  to  the  mea- 
sure recommended  in  the  message,  you  did  not  see 
it  before  you  adopted  your  resolutions,  at  least  in 
one  branch  of  the  general  assembly. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  finance  committee, 
known  as  the  sub-treasury  bill,  and  which  you 
could  not  have  considered  when  you  instructed  me, 
differs  in  several  important  particulars  from  the 
bill  of  the  special  session,  and,  with  proper  modifi- 
cations, I feel  confident  that  some  of  you,  as  well 
as  myself  would  pronounce  it  a measure  of  great 
public  utility.  Yet  without  knowing  any  of  the 
provisions  of  the  bill,  or  how  it  might  be  amended 
or  changed  in  the  senate,  you  have  instructed  me 
to  vote  against  it. 

You  thus  see,  that  if  I were  disposed  to  depart 
from,  or  evade,  the  principles  I have  long  pro- 
fessed, you  have  furnished  as  fair  an  opportunity 
as  I could  desire;  because,  in  the  first  place,  there 


is  no  evidence  that  your  instructions  are  in  accord- 
ance with  the  will  of  the  people  of  Tennessee, 
with  whom  rests  the  paramount  right  or  power  to 
instruct;  and,  in  the  next  place,  because  you  in- 
struct me  to  vote  against  a bill,  of  the  contents  of 
which  you  were  wholly  ignorant,  never  having 
seen  it. 

But,  sirs,  the  abuse  of  a right  does  not  prove  that 
it  does  not  exist,  and  it  is  better  to  adhere  to  sound 
principles,  although  sometimes  errors  maybe  com- 
mitted in  the  application  of  those  principles  by  men 
who  have  the  management  of  public  affairs,  than 
to  abandon  any  of  those  fundamental  doctrines  on 
which  the  people  must  rely  to  carry  out,  in  practice, 
the  representative  principle  itself. 

I therefore  waive  all  exceptions  to  vour  proceed- 
ings, and  shall  vote  upon  this  measure,  when  it 
comes  before  me,  according  to  vour  instructions. 
In  doing  this,  1 act  upon  a great  principle,  which  I 
deem  essential  in  a free  representative  government, 
and  hope  you  will  not  suppose,  for  a moment,  that 
I am  influenced,  in  the  slightest  degree,  by  a desire 
to  conciliate  your  favor,  beyond  the  simple  dis- 
charge of  my  duty. 

Having  thus  explicitly  stated  the  course  I shall 
pursue,  I should  consider  myself  altogether  inex- 
cusable, were  I f o omit  bringing  to  your  notice  some 
important  considerations  connected  with  this  sub- 
ject. 

You  instruct  me  to  vote  against  a particular 
measure.  You  are  obeyed.  What  am  I next  to 
do?  You,  at  least  some  of  you,  as  I know,  have 
been  vehement  in  your  complaints  against  those 
who  administer  the  government  and  their  friends, 
for  not  doing  something  to  relieve  the  embarrass- 
ments of  the  times. 

A distinct  recommendation  is  made  by  the  presi- 
dent, and  the  subject  is  brought  before  congress 
for  its  decisive  action.  You  sav  that  the  measure 
recommended  by  the  president  will  not  do;  and  tell 
me  to  vote  against  it.  This  instructs  me  negatively 
as  to  what  I am  not  to  do,  but  gives  me  no  light 
whatever  as  to  what  I am  to  do,  affirmatively.  If 
you  had  only  vouchsafed  to  have  told  what  would, 
answer  the  purpose  arid  meet  the  exigency,  you 
would  have  relieved  the  public  as  well  as  myself 
from  great  anxiety,  and  from  the  negative  position 
in  which  you  have  placed  me,  of  being  obliged  to 
prevent,  (so  far  as  my  vote  may  go,)  any  thing  be- 
ing done  to  relieve  the  country. 

You  say  the  patient  is  very  sick,  and  will  die, 
unless  immediate  relief  be  afforded.  The  president 
of  the  United  States,  who  is  admitted  by  all  parties 
to  possess  talents  of  the'highest  order,  as  well  as 
great  experience,  has  given  his  opinion  as  to  the 
appropriate  remedy.  You  condemn  it;  declare  it 
will  kill  the  patient  if  applied;  and  yet  you  leave 
the  patient  in  his  suffering  condition,  and  will  not 
disclose  the  panacea  that  in  your  opinion,  would 
effect  a cure.  Now  this,  it  seems  to  me,  is  precise- 
ly the  condition  in  which  you  have  placed  your- 
selves. 

I am  aware  that  the  leaders  of  the  opposition,  in 
other  parts  of  the  country,  say  that  a bank  of  the 
United  Slates  would  afford  a remedy  for  existing 
evils;  but  this  I am  constrained  to  believe  is  not 
your  opinion,  from  the  following  evidence.  A pro- 
position to  instruct  the  Tennessee  senators  in  con- 
gress to  vote  for  a bank  of  the  LRiited  States,  was 
brought  forward  at  an  early  period  in  your  session. 
Yon  failed  to  act  upon  it,  and  no  such  instructions 
were  adopted.  From  this  fact,  but  one  inference 
can  be  drawn,  which  is,  that  you  did  not  desire 
the  establishment  of  such  an  institution.  There- 
fore, if  I were  inclined  to  vote  for  a United  States 
bank,  as  the  remedy,  (which  I am  not,)  you  have 
thrown  an  obstacle  in  the  way  by  your  conduct, 
which  implies  that  you  would  disapprove  of  such 
a course;  and  more  especially,  as,  according  to  my 
recollection,  there  stands  on  the  journals  of  former 
sessions  of  the  general  assembly  or  Tennessee,  le- 
gislative condemnations  of  a national  bank  in  al- 
most every  form;  and  these  you  have  not  rescinded 
or  revoked.  It  is  true,  I have  heard  it  suggested 
that  the  opinions  and  situation  of  my  colleague  in 
the  senate  prevented  your  acting  as  you  otherwise 
would  have  done  on  the  subject  of  a national  bank, 
against, which  he  stands  committed. 

I will  give  no  credence  to  an  intimation  so  dis- 
reputable to  the  majority  of  the  legislature  of  my 
own  state.  It  cannot  be  that  members  of  the  ge- 
neral assembly  of  Tennessee  would  forego  what 
they  deemed  a great  public  benefit,  to  favor  any 
individual  whatever.  They  would  indeed  be  to 
change  the  good  old  maxim  of  “measures  not  men,” 
into  men,  not  measures,  which  I am  sure,  none  of 
you  will  venture  to  avow,  before  those  who  have 
honored  you  with  their  confidence. 

I think,  therefore,  I may  fairly  conclude  thatyou 
are  not  only  opposed  to  the  particular  measures  you 
instruct  me  to  vote  against,  but  also  opposed  to  a 
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United  States  bank.  You  will  perceive  ll'.at  I nm 
confirmed  in  this  conclusion  by  the  fact  that  you 
are  an  instructing  legislature.  In  some  states  they 
never  instruct  their  senators.  They  say  that  they 
are  opposed  to  the  practice,  if  not  being  founded 
on  principle;  and  such  is  understood  to  be  the 
creed  of  a large  party  in  the  country.  But  this  is 
not  the  case  with  you.  You  instruct  where  you 
wish  to  do  so,  to  insure  a vote  against  a specific 
measure;  and  you  refuse  to  instruct  where  the  in- 
struction proposed  to  be  given  is  contrary  to  your 
opinions  and  wishes. 

This  is  shown  in  the  proceedings  of  the  majority 
of  the  legislature  at  your  recent  session.  Resolu- 
tions were  before  you  for  instructing  your  sena- 
tors to  vote  against  one  measure,  and  to  vote  for 
another.  You  adopted  the  resolutions  instructing 
the  senators  to  vole  against  the  sub-treasury  system 
of  finance,  and  did  not  adopt  those  instructing  them 
to  vote  fora  United  Slates  bank.  Hence,  the  con- 
clusion is  irresistible  (hat  you  were  in  favor  of  the 
first  instruction,  and  against  the  last. 

Thus  the  treasury  bill,  for  the  collecting,  safe- 
keeping, and  disbursing  the  revenue,  which  is  the 
remedy  proposed  by  the  friends  of  the  administra- 
tion, and  a United  States  bank,  which  is  the  great 
panacea  of  the  opposition,  being  both  rejected  and 
negatived  by  you,  what  remains? 

Nothing,  that  I can  think  of,  but  the  present  depo- 
sits system.  This,  no  doubt,  three-fourths  of  you 
have  often  censured  and  condemned;  in  fact,  the 
very  preamble  to  your  present  resolutions  contains 
an  unequivocal  condemnation  of  it.  "I  am,  there- 
fore, left  to  my  belief  that  you  are  opposed  to  the 
continuance  of  that  system.  But  if  you  are  not 
so,  and  do  really  think  favorable  of  it,  how  easily 
could  you  have  said  so,  in  your  instructing  resolu- 
tions, and  then  I should  have  known  that,  in  la- 
boring to  amend  and  rectify  that  system,  and  ren- 
der it  safe,  1 was  fulfilling  the  wishes  of  my  in- 
structors. 

We,  who  are  here,  see  daily  developed  the  plan 
of  the  opposition,  which  is  to  embarrass  the  admin- 
istration by  thwarting  its  measures,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  to  propose  no  measure  themselves  to 
extricate  the  country  and  the  public  revenue  and 
credit  from  existing  difficulties.  I will  not,  how- 
ever, permit  myself  for  a moment  to  believe  that 
you  are  acting  under  any  sort  of  dictation  or  in- 
structions, emanating  from  this  quarter.  Common 
courtesy,  and  the  relation  I bear  towards  you,  for- 
bid such  an  idea,  although  I cannot  deny  the  fact 
that  there  is  (accidentally,  no  doubt)  a remarkable 
coincidence  between  your  course  and  that  of  the 
opposition  here. 

Perhaps  you  have  not  distinctly  understood  my 
sentiments  in  relation  to  the  collection,  safe-keep- 
ing, and  disbursement  of  the  public  money. 

The  principle,  for  the  establishment  of  which  I 
have  felt  anxious,  is  that  a separation  between  the 
government  and  all.  banks  should  take  place,  so  as 
to  prevent  the  public  money,  ( which  ought  to  be 
collected  only  to  pay  the  expenses  and  for  support 
of  the  general  government,)  from  being  used  for 
banking  purposes;  or  in  other  words,  from  being 
ban/.cd  or  discounted  on;  which  must  involve  the 
public  credit  in  all  the  hazards  and  losses  of  private 
business  transactions.  All  beyond  this  is  matter 
of  detail,  about  which  1 have  never  felt  any  great 
solicitude,  provided  this  great  object  should  be 
attained,  and  the  money  be  forthcoming,  when 
wanted  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  government, 
without  being  so  mixed  up  with  banks  and  busi- 
ness concerns,  as,  in  times  of  great  embarrassment 
or  excessive  trade,  to  leave  the  government  without 
its  means,  in  order  to  enable  those  who  have  used 
those  means,  through  the  banks,  to  return  them  at 
their  convenience. 

I consider  such  a separation  as  I have  named  as 
very  desirable,  both  for  the  banks  and  for  the  go- 
vernment; and  until  it  shall  be  accomplished,  the 
community  will  be  periodically  afflicted  by  those 
expansions  and  contractions  of  bank  issues  which 
are  incident  to,  and  produced  by,  the  deposite  and 
withdrawal  of  the  public  money  from  the  posses- 
sion of  banks  who  hold  it  with  permission  to  loan  it. 

Besides  all  these  weighty  considerations,  at  this 
moment,  in  a time  of  profound  peace  and  great  na- 
tional prosperity,  we  find  the  banks  all  over  the 
country  (including  the  late  United  States  bank, 
under  its  state  charter)  with  their  vaults  closed, 
and  the  banks  that  were  used  for  receiving  depos- 
ites  to  be  loaned  refusing  to  pay  to  the  government 
the  money  which  has  been  placed  with  them  on 
deposite.  The  consequence  is,  that  while  the  mo- 
ney of  the  government  has  been  invested  by  these 
banks  in  doubtful  or  deferred  loans  to  the  trading 
community,  it  has  been  obliged  to  resort  to  an  issue 
of  treasury  notes  to  pay  the  public  expenditures. 
This  ha?  produced  considerable  inconvenience; 
but  should  such  an  occurrence  tike  place  (as  it 


would  be  almost  certain  to  do)  in  time  of  war,  dis- 
grace and  ruin,  and  national  bankruptcy  and  dis  ■ 
honor,  would  be  its  inevitable  consequences. 

Such  a disaster,  too,  would  be  quite  as  likely  to 
happen  from  inability  on  the  part  of  the  hanks,  as 
from  design;  to  either  or  both  of  which  the  govern- 
ment must  be  subjected:  and  it  would  be  more 
likely  tq  occur  where  one  bank  had  the  custody  of 
all  the  public  treasure  than  where  it  should  be  in 
the  custody  of  many  banks;  because  a single  bank 
could  act  with  more  direct  concert  in  thwarting 
the  government,  or  in  withholding  its  means,  to 
elfect  any  favorite  object  of  its  own,  or  of  a poli- 
tical party. 

I presume  that  none  of  you  would  hazard  the 
opinion  that  the  bills  of  non-specie  paying  banks 
should  be  received  in  payment  of  the  public  dues. 
If,  however,  such  an  opinion  should  be  entertained 
by  any  of  you,  yon  must  perceive,  on  reflection, 
that  no  just  discrimination  could  be  made  between 
banks  that  may  ultimately  be  found  solvent,  and 
those  whose  notes  are  not  worth  six  cents  in  the 
dollar.  Would  you  undertake  to  maintain  that  the 
government  shall  be  compelled  to  receive  and  col- 
lect its  debts  in  bank  paper,  which  no  individual 
can  be  compelled  to  receive  for  a debt  due  to  him? 
No  man  in  the  community  can  be  compelled  to 
take  any  thing  for  debts  due  him  but  gold  and  sil- 
ver; then  why  should  the  government  be  coerced 
to  take  depreciated  paper? 

So  far  from  the  friends  of  the  administration  at- 
tempting, as  is  unjustly  charged  upon  them,  to 
make  one  currency  for  the  people  and  another  for 
the  government,  their  effort  is  to  place  the  govern- 
ment precisely  on  the  same  footing,  in  this  respect, 
as  that  which  every  individual  in  the  United  States 
now  occupies.  Besides,  can  any  thing  be  clearer 
than  that  congress,  by  authorizing  any  thing  but 
gold  and  silver,  or  their  certain  equivalent,  to  be 
received  in  collecting  the  public  revenue,  would 
violate  that  provision  in  the  constitution  wdiich  de- 
clares that  “no  preference  shall  be  given  by  any 
regulation  of  commerce  or  revenue  to  the  ports  of 
one  state  over  the  ports  of  another?”  Now,  if  the 
notes  of  non-specie  paying  banks  are  to  be  received 
for  customs,  and  the  notes  of  the  banks  in  New7 
Orleans  and  Charleston  should  be  fifteen  per  cent, 
below  specie,  while  the  notes  of  the  banks  of  New 
York  and  Philadelphia  were  only  two  and  a half 
per  cent,  below7  specie,  and  the  notes  of  all  these 
banks  are  receivable,  would  there  not  be  a plain 
and  palpable  advantage,  and  preference  given,  “by 
a regulation  of  revenue,”  to  the  ports  of  New  Or- 
leans and  Charleston  over  the  ports  of  New  York 
and  Philadelphia?  This  is  certainly  forbidden  by 
the  constitution. 

It  has  been  urged  against  the  democratic  party, 
of  which  I am  a member,  that  we  are  hostile  to 
state  banks.  This  is  unfounded  so  far  as  I under- 
stand the  sentiments  of  the  parly,  and  I know  it  to 
be  unjust  so  far  as  it  relates  to  myself.  My  only 
wish  is,  so  far  as  any  action  of  congress  is  con- 
cerned, that  the  banks  shall  not  be  permitted  to 
trade  upon,  or  on  any  pretence  to  loan  or  use,  the 
public  money.  In  this  there  is  no  hostility  to  the 
banks,  unless  it  can  be  shown  that,  in  addition  to 
the  other  privileges  conferred  on  them  by  their 
charters,  these  corporations  have  a right  to  claim 
the  possession  and  use  of  the  money  belonging  to 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  and  collected  for 
the  lawful  purposes  of  government.  No  such  right 
exists;  and  the  banks  have  no  more  cause  of  com- 
plaint against  the  government,  on  this  account, 
than  they  would  have  against  an  individual  who 
would  not  let  them  have  his  money  to  loan  out  and 
trade  upon.  As  to  the  state  banks,  I would  say, 
the  states  have  created  them,  and  whatever  control 
should  be  exercised  over  them,  ought  to  proceed 
from  the  state  governments  respectively,  and  not 
from  congress,  w7hich  has  no  power  either  to  es- 
tablish or  abolish  them. 

Equally  unfounded  is  the  misrepresentation 
made  by  the  opposition  respecting  an  exclusive 
metallic  currency  for  all  purposes.  It  is  certainly 
desirable  that  all  banking  institutions  should  so  es- 
tablish and  secure  their  metallic  basis,  as  that  the 
paper  circulation  founded  upon  it  may  be  rendered 
safe,  and  convertible,  in  times  of  depression  as  well 
as  prosperity,  into  gold  and  silver,  at  the  will  of 
the  holder;  and  that  this  convertibility  shall  be  sub- 
stantial, and  not  merely  theoretical.  It  would  also 
be  highly  beneficial  to  banish  all  small  bills  from 
circulation,  as  this  would  introduce  specie  into 
common  use  for  the  ordinary  transactions  of  life, 
and  would  also  be  a protection  to  the  industrious 
classes,  who  always  sutler  most  in  any  bank  failure, 
because  they  hold  the  greatest  portion  of  the  small 
bills  in  circulation. 

But  for  the  accomplishment  of  these  objects,  the 
people  must  look  mainly  to  their  state  authorities, 
and  not  to  the  general  government. 


As  to  a United  States  bank,  my  opinion  is  un- 
changed and  confirmed.  Waiving  all  constitu- 
tional dilliculties,  1 should  look  upon  an  act  char- 
tering such  an  institution,  as  creating  a power  dan- 
gerous to  the  liberties  of  the  people;  a power  that 
would  not  merely  control  the  currency  and  the 
rise  anti  fall  of  property,  but  would  control  the 
government  itself.  It  would  hold  in  its  hands  the 
means  to  make  war  or  peace,  and  to  dictate  all  the 
policy  and  measures  of  the  government. 

It  is  all  a delusion  to  suppose  that  congress,  by 
its  enactments,  could  fetter  and  bind  down  such  an 
institution,  with  a large  capital,  and  to  which  all 
the  other  banking  institutions  in  the  country  must 
be  subservient.  Place  around  it  what  legislative 
guards  you  please,  it  is  still  an  unshorn  Sampson, 
that  will,  at  pleasure,  snap  asunder  all  the  liga- 
ments with  which  you  may  seek  to  bind  it.  The 
late  bank  of  the  United  States  has  disregarded  the 
very  law  of  its  creation,  whenever  it  became  its 
interest  to  do  so,  as  in  the  case  of  the  investigating 
committee  appointed  by  congress,  its  exclusion  of 
the  government  directors,  8tc.  and  no  reason  exists 
to  authorize  a belief  that  another  bank  would  not 
conduct  in  a similar  manner.  If  it  should  oppose 
the  government,  it  would  be  stronger  than  the  go- 
vernment. If  it  should  unite  with  the  government, 
it  would  make  the  government  stronger  than  the 
people. 

In  conclusion,  I would  remark,  that  you  have  ex- 
ercised a right  which  you  possessed  in  instructing 
me,  and  I have  only  discharged  a duty  which  you 
have  imposed  on  me,  in  making  this  address  to  you 
as  declarative  of  my  views.  We  are  co-agents  lor 
the  people  of  Tennessee,  in  our  different  positions. 
Your  instructions  do  not  at  all  conclusively  prove 
that  I either  had  done  wrong  in  that  respect,  or 
should  have  done  wrong,  had  they  not  been  given. 
They  only  show  a difference  of  opinion  between 
you  and  myself,  which,  in  this  case,  no  doubt  does 
really  exist.  But  as  1 understand  and  shall  practice 
upon  the  right  of  instruction,  it  is  not  based  on  any 
supposed  superiority  of  the  instructing  members  of 
the  legislature  over  the  senators  of  the  state;  nor  is 
it  founded  upon  the  idea  that  the  particular  or  in- 
dividual opinions  and  feelings  of  those  members 
who  vote  to  instruct,  create  any  binding  obligation 
upon  the  istructed  senator,  because  these  opinions 
and  feelings  may  not  be  the  result  of  a careful  con- 
sideration of  thesubject,  or  a knowledge  of  the  w ill 
ol  the  people,  but  may  be  produced  by  party  preju- 
dices or  partialities,  stimulated  from  other  sources 
than  the  people  themselves  to  effect  party  purposes. 
On  none  of  these  is  the  right  of  instruction  founded; 
but  it  is  founded  upon  the  presumption  that  the 
members  of  the  legislature,  from  theirgreat  number, 
their  mode  of  selection  from  all  parts  of  the  state, 
and  their  supposed  conversance  with  the  people 
are  the  safest  exponents  of  the  public  will. 

But  the  great  common  arbiter,  the  people  them- 
selves, have  a light  to  decide  all  questions  between 
their  agents,  and  they  may  be  of  opinion  that  my 
instructors  have  instructed  me  either  too  much  or 
too  little:  and  to  them,  so  far  as  I am  concerned, 
the  whole  matter  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Your  fellow-citizen, 

FELIX  GRUNDY. 


NEW  YORK  AND  THE  SUB-TREASURY. 
The  following  preamble  and  resolutions  have 
passed  the  lower  branch  of  the  legislature  of  New 
York  and  been  transmitted  to  the  senators  and  re- 
presentatives from  that  state  in  congress: 

In  Assembly,  February  14,  1S3S. 

Whereas , his  excellency  the  governor  of  this 
state,  in  his  late  annual  message  to  the  senate  and 
assembly,  held  the  following  language: 

“ If  the  view  I have  taken  of  the  origin  of 
the  difficulties  in  which  the  country  has  been 
involved  is  correct,  they  are  in  a great  degree  attri- 
butable to  the  accumulation  of  a large  surplus  re- 
venue by  the  United  States,  and  the  use  of  it  by 
the  banks.  It  is  the  duty  of  congress  to  guard 
against  evils  from  this  source,  and  it  is  gratifying 
to  perceive  that  the  president  of  the  United  States 
has  promptly  directed  their  attention  to  the  sub- 
ject, and  suggested  important  changes  in  the  existing 
mode  of  collecting,  keeping,  and  disbursing  the  public 
moneys.  There  can  be  no  question,  that  it  is  both 
the  right  and  (he  duty  of  the  general  government,  to 
collect  the  public  dues  in  the  legal  currency  or  its 
equivalent,  and  so  to  keep  its  funds  that  they  will 
be  safe  while  they  remain  with  the  government, 
and  be  at  its  command  whenever  wanted  for  dis-  j 
bursement.  Fully  concurring  in  the  necessity  of  j 
attaining  these  results,  I am  confident  that  the  mea- 
sures necessary  to  produce  them,  may  be  of  such  a 
character  as  will  not  affect  injuriously  the  business 
concerns  or  the  bankinginstitutions  of  the  country. 
One  of  these  measures,  and  the  most  desirable  among 
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them,  is  the  discontinuance  of  the  use  of  the  banks  as 
the  fiscal  agents  of.  the  general  government,  or  such 
a modification  of  their  agency  as  will  effectually  pre- 
vent them  from  using,  for  any  purpose  whatsoever , 
the  public  moneys  that  may  be  committed  to  them  for 
safe-keeping.  This  discontinuance  or  essential 
modification  of  their  agency  will,  1 have  no  doubt, 
prove  mutually  beneficial  to  all  parties  and  to  all 
interests.  The  subject  is  now  before  congress,  and 
if  acted  on  by  that  body  in  the  same  conciliatory 
spirit  with  which  it  had  been  presented  to  them  by 
the  president,  and  with  the  same  sincere  desire  he 
has  evinced  to  arrive  at  a right  conclusion,  I have 
scarcely  a doubt  they  will  speedily  dispose  of  it, 
in  such  a manner  as  will  be  safe  for  the  govern- 
ment, satisfactory  to  the  great  body  of  their  consti- 
tuents, and  conducive  to  the  general  welfare.” 

And  whereas,  it  is  notorious  to  the  assembly, 
and  to  the  country,  that  the  “important  changes  in 
the  existing  mode  of  collecting,  keeping,  and  dis- 
bursing the  public  money,”  suggested  by  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  and  above  alluded  by 
his  excellency,  have  been  proposed  for  adoption  in 
the  senate  of  the  United  States  in  the  form  of  a bill 
“to  impose  additional  duties,  as  depositories,  upon 
certain  public  officers,  to  appoint  receivers  general 
of  the  public  money,  and  to  regulate  the  safe- 
keeping, transfer  and  disbursement  of  the  public 
money  of  the  United  States:  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  this  assembly  does  solemnly  and 
earnestly  jnotest  against  the  passage  of  the  said 
bill,  and  against  the  adoption  of  any  scheme  on 
the  part  of  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
whereby  the  revenues  of  that  government  shall  be 
required  to  be  collected  in  specie  alone,  or  in  any 
other  medium  than  the  common  currency  of  the 
country,  or  whereby  (lie  custody  of  the  said  re- 
venues shall  be  committed  to  the  hands  of  any  offi- 
cers or  agents,  other  than  those  appointed  by  the 
representatives  of  the  people: — 

Because  such  a scheme  will  require  the  creation 
of  a multitude  of  new  officers,  and  a large  and 
needless  expenditure  for  its  establishment  and 
maintenance. 

Because  it  will  render  the  public  moneys  in- 
secure— will  expose  them  to  embezzlement  and 
peculation,  and  will  be  used  for  partisan  and  cor- 
rupt purposes. 

Because  it  will  augment  to  a dangerous  extent 
the  patronage  and  influence  of  the  federal  go- 
vernment by  placing  the  control  of  the  whole  trea- 
sure of  the  nation  in  executive  hands,  through 
the  power  of  appointment  to,  and  removal  from 
office. 

Because  it  is  an  alarming  and  “ untried  expe- 
dient” in  finance,  combining  in  itself  the  odious 
features  of  ail  the  disastrous  “experiments”  which 
have  preceded  it,  and  tending  directly  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  a dangerous  engine  of  despotism,  un- 
der the  form  of  a treasury  bank. 

Because,  by  requiring  specie  alone  in  payment 
of  all  debts  to  the  government,  it  will  place  at  its 
command  a large  portion  of  the  coin  of  the  coun- 
try, thereby  enabling  it  to  control  at  pleasure,  and 
to  destroy  the  currency  created  by  the  states. 

Because  its  necessary  effect  will  be,  even  if 
honestly  and  faithfully  administered,  to  weaken 
and  destroy  the  state  banks,  by  removino-  from 
their  vaults  the  metallic  bases  of  their  circulation. 

Because  it  will  withdraw  from  the  trade,  com- 
merce and  industry  of  the  country,  many  millions 
of  money,  to  be  locked  up,  and'  remain  for  long 
periods  unproductive  in  the  chests  or  vaults  of 
receivers  general  and  other  officers,  and  thereby 
must  injuriously  affect  -the  business  of  the  people. 

Because  it  will  practically  establish  one  cur- 
rency for  the  government,  and  another,  and  infe- 
rior currency  lor  the  people. 

And,  finally,  because  it  is  recommended  by 
nothing  in  experience  or  in  theory — is  in  direct 
hostility  to  the  fundamental  maxims  of  free  go- 
vernments which  refuses  to  the  executive  branch 
all  control  over  the  public  moneys — is  pregnant  with 
dangers  to  the  business,  the  credit,  the  prosperity 
and  the  liberties  of  the  country: 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  assembly, 
the  reiterated  recommendation  of  the  aforesaid 
scheme  by  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
seconded  by  the  approval  of  his  excellency,  the 
governor  and  the  persevering  effort  made  to  procure 
its  adoption,  have  deeply  alarmed  the  people  of  this 
state;  and  furnish,  at  this  time,  a prominent  ob- 
struction to  the  revival  of  credit  and  business,  and 
a return  to  specie  payments  by  the  banks;  and  that 
the  senators  and  representatives  from  this  state  in 
congress,  will  best  conform  their  acts  and  votes  to 
the  wishes  of  their  constituents,  by  steadily  and 
faithfully  opposing  its  adoption. 

Resolved,  That  the  speaker  of  the  assembly  be 

requested  to  transmit  to  each  of  our  senators  and 


representatives  in  congress,  a copy  of  the  l'oregoing) 
preamble  and  resolutions,  with  a request  to  present 
the  same  to  both  houses. 

L.  BRADISH, 
Speaker 

J.  N.  Lake,  Clerk. 


RESUMPTION  OF  SPECIE  PAYMENTS. 

From  the  New  York  Evening  Post. 

At  a meeting  of  the  officers  of  the  banks  of  the 
city  of  New  York,  held  on  the  2Sth  ot  February, 
1838,  the  committee  on  “the  resumption  of  specie 
payments”  submitted  the  following  report,  in  part, 
viz. 

In  contemplation  of  the  resumption  of  specie 
payments  by  the  banks  of  the  city  of  New  York 
on,  or  before  the  10th  of  May  next,  and  under  the 
uncertain  contingency  of  a simultaneous  or  early 
resumption  by  the  banks  of  some  of  the  other  great 
commercial  cities.it  is  incumbent  on  those  of  New 
York  to  adopt  all  the  measures  within  the  limits  of 
their  resources,  which  may  enable  them,  not  only 
to  resume,  but  also  to  maintain  specie  payments. 

Much  already  has  been  done  in  that  respect,  the 
result,  as  well  of  causes  not  under  the  control  of 
the  banks,  as  of  positive  action  on  their  part. 

1.  It  appears,  by  the  annual  returns  of  the  bank 
commissioners,  that,  exclusively  of  the  dry  dock 
bank,  which  is  not  included  in  the  returns  of  this 
year,  the  gross  amount  of  all  the  liabilities  of  the 
city  banks,  payable  on  demand,  deducting  there- 
from the  notes  and  checks  of  other  hanks  held  by 
them,  and  the  balances  due  to  them  by  other  hanks 
amounted 

On  the  1st  January,  1836,  to  - - -$26,918,105 

Do.  do.  1S37,  to  - - 25,485,287 

Do.  do.  1838,  to  - - 12,920,694 

making  a diminution  in  the  liabilities  of  more  than 
twelve  millions  and  a half  during  the  year  1837. 

2.  The  detailed  statements  for  the  1st  January, 
1838,  rendered  by  the  several  city  banks  to  their 
standing  committee,  show  a balance  to  their  credit 
of  more  than  four  millions  due  to  them  by  the 
banks  out  o(  the  state,  and  of  more  than  two  mil- 
lions in  account  with  all  the  banks  out  of  the  city. 
Ample  means,  as  also  appeal's  by  those  statements, 
have  been  provided  by  the  country  banks  of  the 
state  for  the  redemption  of  their  notes  which  circu- 
late in  the  city. 

On  a view  of  the  whole  subject,  we  may  confi- 
dently say  that  the  relative  strength  of  the  banks 
is,  and  at  the  time  of  the  resumption  will  be,  great- 
er than  it  was  during  the  last  two  years,  and  proba- 
bly at  any  former  time. 

The  fall  in  the  rate  of  foreign  exchanges,  now 
considerably  below  par  in  our  city  paper,  renders 
it  absolutely  certain  that  no  exportation  of  specie 
can  take  place,  and  more  than  probable  that  a con- 
siderable influx  rnay  be  expected.  This  fact,  now 
indisputable,  must  have  an  effect  on  public  opinion, 
and  ought  to  remove  the  apprehensions  of  those 
who  may  have  believed  our  efforts  for  an  early  re- 
sumption premature.  Secure,  as  all  the  banks  in 
the  United  States  now  are,  against  foreign  demands, 
we  are  justified  in  expecting  their  co-operation. 
If  this  is  obtained,  we  do  not  perceive  any  obstacle 
to  an  early,  easy,  and  safe  resumption  of  specie 
payments. 

A continued  suspension,  on  the  part  of  some  of 
the  other  great  commercial  cities  can  alone  render 
the  resumption  on  our  part  difficult,  and  may  pre- 
vent a free  application  of  the  legitimate  resources 
of  New  York.  Yet  .,uch  is  the  favorable  relative 
state  of  the  balances  between  this  and  the  other 
parts  of  the  union,  that,  for  the  present  at  least, 
but  little  difficulty  need  be  apprehended  from  the 
effect  of  natural  causes.  Of  deliberate  acts  of  hos- 
tility, as  there  could  be  no  motive  for  such,  there 
should  be  no  apprehension  of  them  on  our  part. 
We  trust  that,  supported  by  the  community  ot  this 
city  and  by  the  state,  the  banks  will  be  able  to 
surmount  all  obstacles,  and,  on  or  before  the  tenth 
of  May,  to  resume  and  maintain  specie  payments. 

The  preparatory  measures  on  their  part  appear 
to  be:  1.  a reduction  of  their  liabilities  out  ot  the 
state,  and  drawing  in  their  foreign  funds;  2.  an 
equalization  of  the  balances  due  from  and  to  each 
other,  and  a mutual  return  of  notes,  which  may 
enable  all  to  resume  on  an  equal  footing,  and  with 
equal  safety;  3.  a sufficient  increase  of  their  spe- 
cie. On  those  points  the  committee  will  submit  a 
separate  report. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN, 
PETER  STAGG, 

GEO.  NEWBOLD, 
CORNELIUS  HEYER, 
JOHN  J.  PALMER, 

C.  W.  LAWRENCE, 

F.  W.  EDMONDS. 


Whereupon:  the  report  was  unanimously  adopted 
by  the  meeting. 

On  motion, 

Resolved.  That  the  same  be  published. 

BENJ’N  M.  BROWN,  Chairman. 
W.  W.  Vermilye,  Secretary. 


DEFERRED  ARTICLES. 

Salt  manufacture  in  New  York.  The 
Commercial  Advertiser  makes  the  following  sy- 
nopsis of  the  annual  report  of  the  superintendent 
and  inspector  of  salt  in  Onondaga  county.  It  ap- 
pears that  the  quantity  of  salt  manufactured  during 
the  year  was  2,161,288  bushels  ; of  which  1,124,672 
bushels  were  made  at  Salina ; 356,287  bushels  at 
Syracuse  ; 406,097  at  Liverpool,  and  272,232  bush- 
els at  Geddes.  The  number  of  manufactories  in 
the  county  is  189,  of  which  78  are  at  Salina,  19  at 
Syracuse,  26  at  Liverpool,  and  16  at  Geddes.  Dur- 
ing the  year  three  new  manufactories  were  erected 
at  Salina,  three  at  Syracuse,  two  at  Geddes,  and 
one  at  Liverpool,  containing  altogether  350  kettles. 
During  the  year  $129,677  26  for  duties  were  col- 
lected, of  which  $115,081  83  were  paid  into  the 
state  treasury. 

Thefollowing  table  shows  the  amount  of  salt  in- 
spected annually  from  1826  to  1837,  and  the  annu- 
al increase  of  the  same. 


1826 

827,508 

increase. 

1827 

983,410 

155,902 

1828 

1,160,888 

177,478 

1829 

1,289,280 

130,392 

1830 

1,435,446 

144,166 

1831 

1,514,037 

78,591 

1832 

1,652,985 

138,948 

1833 

1,838.646 

185,661 

1834 

1,943,252 

104,606 

1885 

2,200,867 

266,615 

1836 

1.912.858 

1837 

2,161,287 

248,429 

Agricultural  wealth 

of  Ohio.  From  the 

tables  attached  to  the  report  of  the  hoard  of  public 
works,  politely  forwarded  us  by  Mr.  Foot,  we 
compile  an  exhibit  of  some  of  the  principal  pro- 
ducts of  Ohio,  in  1837,  cleared  at  the  several  col- 
lectors offices  on  the  Ohio  and  Miami  canals. 


Barrels  of  flour 

283,479 

Bushels  of  wheat 

733,799 

Pounds  bacon  and  pork 

3,879,274 

“ bulk  pork 

2,953,218 

Barrels  pork  and  beef 

82,18S 

Pounds  oflard 

2,468,340 

Kegs  oflard 

34,954 

Bushels  of  corn 

358,974 

“ of  oats 

99,599 

Barrels  of  whiskey 

34,319 

Pounds  of  butter 

644,706 

“ cheese  and  grease 

649,598 

“ of  feathers 

18  121 

“ of  dried  fruit 

99,807 

Bushels  “ “ 

1,742 

“ Apples  and  seeds 

20,470 

Dozens  of  brooms 

3,607 

Pounds  of  brooms  and  handles 

30,208 

[ dlbany  Argus. 


Army  statistics.  The  Baltimore  Sun  says — 
“Through  the  politeness  of  capt  Miles,  of  the  U. 
S.  A.,  we  are  put  in  posession  of  the  following 
authentic  information  relative  to  resignations, 
casualties,  &c.,  in  the  army,  during  the  year 
1837. 

Resignations — 1 lieutenant  colonel,  13  captains, 
11  1st  lieutenants,  17  2nd  do.  1 brevet  2nd  do.  4 in 
the  staff. 

Deaths — 1 lient,  colonel,*  1 major,  2 brevet  do,* 
3 captains,  2 brevet  do,*  7 1st  lieutenants,*  3 2d 
do,*  3 assistant  surgeons. 

Declined— I 2nd  lieutenant. 

Dropped — 1 1st  lieutenant,  1 lieutenant  colonel, 
2 captains,  1 1st  lieutenant,  and  1 2nd  lieutenant. 

There  are  now  18  vacancies  in  the  army  in  the 
grade  of  2nd  lieutenant. 

♦Killed  in  action  with  the  Indians  in  Florida.” 

Pork  trade.  Cincinnati,  Feb.  3.  Mr.  Coleman, 
has  given  me  the  exact  number  of  hogs  slaugh- 
tered in  this  citjf  the  present  winter,  (th<*  busi- 
ness is  now  over.)  The  number  is  118,950. 
At  Covington  opposite  Cincinnati,  the  number  is 
13,923.  About  6,000  only,  I am  told,  of  those 
slaughtered  in  Covington,  have  been  brought  over 
and  packed  in  Cincinnati.  The  number  of  “wa- 
gon hogs,”  those  slaughtered  in  the  country,  and 
brought' into  our  market  on  wagons,  &c.  is  not  as- 
certained,— supposed  to  he  about  7.000.  These 
have  all  been  packed  in  this  city,— making  altoge- 
ther 132,000  packedin  Cincinnati.  Three  years  ago. 
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the  number  of  hogs  packed  in  this  city,  was 

162.000 —  two  years  ago,  123,000 — and  last  year 

103.000 —  so  say  the  “pork  men.” 

In  weight  there  is  not  more  packed  this  year 
than  last,  owing  to  the  lightness  of  the  hogs  gener- 
ally,— they  fall  short,  at  least  one  fifth, — and  the 
spoiled  meat,  (owing  to  the  warm  weather,)  the 
amount,  at  least,  will  be  ten  per  cent. 

Raft  of  the  St.  Francis.  About  three  hun- 
dred miles  up  the  St.  Francis,  from  its  discharge 
into  the  Mississippi,  commence  the  rafts  of  timber 
by  which  its  navigation  is  obstructed.  These  rafts 
are  three  in  numberthe  most  extensive  not  exceed- 
ing one  mile.  They  commence  at  the  head  of  the 
back  water  on  the  St.  Francis,  from  the  overflow  of 
the  Mississippi;  and  it  once  properly  removed, 
they  would  not  probably  again  obstruct  ihe  channel. 
Like  all  other  obstacles  of  a similar  character  on 
the  western  rivers,  these  rafts  are  formed  of  im- 
mense masses  of  heavy  timber,  piled  up  and  driven 
compactly  together;  and  in  some  portions,  by  the 
deposite  of  alluvion,  and  the  decay  of  vegetation,  a 
soil  of  some  depth  has  been  found  upon  them,  sup- 
porting living  trees,  under  brush  and  herbage.  In 
some  places  a person  may  cross  the  St.  Francis 
without  beholding  any  indication  of  the  stream,  or 
being  conscious  that  he  is  in  its  vicinity.  The  ri- 
ver enters  above,  flows  beneath  the  raft,  and  again  is- 
sues below,  as  if  it  had  just  risen  from  the  ground. 
Some  of  the  rafts  rise  and  fall  with  the  variations 
of  the  stream,  like  a floating  bridge.  The  princi- 
pal obstruction  is  opposite  the  lower  extremity  of 
West  Prairie  ; but  there  are  several  smaller  ones 
lower  upon  the  stream,  and  on  its  various  tributa- 
ries. In  the  vicinity  of  this  raft,  lies  an  extensive 
swamp,  some  eighty  miles  in  length,  which,  it  is 
thought,  may  be  reclaimed  by  a canal,  which  would 
cost  $250,000.  A short  distance  below  the  raft, 
an  extent  of  country  fifty  miles  in  length,  and  about 
thirty  in  breadth,  was  sunk  to  the  depth  of  one 
hundred  feet,  perpendicular,  by  the  earthquakes  of 
IS  1 1 and  1812.  The  effect  of  this  was  completely 
to  destroy  the  channel  of  the  St.  Francis  for  thirty 
miles,  its  waters  being  divided  into  a number  of 
small  streams  none  of  sufficient  depth,  for  naviga- 
tion. By  filling  up  all  those  channels  excepting 
one,  and  cutting  that  deeper,  a good  navigation 
might  be  obtained,  it  is  thought,  most  of  the  year 
for  steamboats.  The  expense  of  this  undertaking 
is  estimated  at  $50,000. 

There  is  said  to  be  something  remarkable  in  the 
vast  inundation  between  the  St.  Francis  and  the 
Mississippi.  Prior  to  the  earthquake  of  1S11  and 
’12,  these  bottoms  were  not  flooded  ; but  by  that 
event,  this  whole  section  of  country  was  so  sha- 
ken and  depressed  that  the  freshets  of  the  St.  Fran- 
cis found  their  way  across  the  interval  to  the  Mis- 
sissippi : yet,  as  a general  thing,  the  banks  of  the 
latter  stream  exceed  those  of  the  former  in  height, 
by  sixteen  feet — a levee  of  a few  feet  altitude  would 
therefore,  be  amply  sufficient,  for  every  variation 
of  the  waters.  The  eastern  bank  of  the  St.  Fran- 
cis, it  is  believed,  should  also  be  leveed,  for  a dis- 
tance of  one  hundred  miles  from  its  mouth,  to  pre- 
vent the  back  water  of  the  Mississippi  from  the 
overflowing  the  bottoms,  that  lie  between  the 
streams,  in  time  of  flood.  The  probable  expense 
of  removing  the  rafts  and  other  obstructions  to  the 
navigation  of  the  St.  Francis,  as  well  as  of  con- 
structing the  necessary  levee,  is  estimated  at  less 
than  $200,000,  and  the  value  of  the  territory  re- 
deemed at  nearly  eight  millions!  When  the  St. 
Francis  is  once  cleared  from  obstructions  to  its 
navigation,  it  will  present  one  of  the  noblest  streams 
in  the  western  valley — navigable  for  a distance  of 
four  or  five  hundred  miles,  through  lands  of  unri- 
valled fertility.  The  redemption  of  this  extensive 
tract — three  hundred  miles  in  length,  and  upwards 
of  thirty  in  breadth,  is  a subject  of  deep  interest  to 
the  State  of  Missouri.  All  her  southern  countries 
would  be  profited  : a navigable  stream  would  flow 
past  every  farm — the  health  of  the  region  would  be 
improved — the  agricultural  interests  would  be  ad- 
vanced, and  30,000  new  families  could  be  settled  on 
lands,  now  deemed  worse  than  valueless.  This 
subject,  we  repeat,  is  one  of  vital  importance  to 
the  southern  section  of  Missouri,  and  we  trust  that 
her  representatives  at  Washington,  will  duly  consi- 
der those  measures,  which  may  be  introduced  be- 
fore our  national  councils,  most  conducive  to  her 
interest. 

A curiosity.  We  have  on  our  table  a curious 
specimen  of  the  freaks  which  old  Neptune,  in  his 
coral  caves,  plays  upon  the  treasures,  which  have, 
from  time  to  time,  been  snatched  by  him,  with  the 
aid  of  iEolus,  from  the  clutches  of  man.  ’Tis  no- 
thing more  nor  less,  than  four  silver  dollars,  so  rare 
in  these  “suspension-specie  times” — locked  toge- 
in  a close  embrace,  but  as  unnatural  as  the  Siamese 


connexion,  and  covered  with  little  shells,  and  stones 
thrown  upon  them,  we  presume,  at  the  beck  of  Nep- 
tune, by  the  nymphs  of  the  sed,  in  their  fantastic 
gambols,  when  issuing  for  a frolic,  from  their  grot- 
toes. Some  of  these  shells  are  beautiful,  and  must 
have  been  the  result  of  these  nymphs’  curious 
searches  in  “the  deep  bosom  of  the  ocean”  where 
they  were  buried.  But  to  the  narrative. 

A Spanish  ship  was  lost  on  the  Borlings,  coast  of 
Portugal,  about  55  years  ago,  bound  from  a port  in 
Peru  to  a port  in  Spain.  When  wrecked  she  had 
fifteen  millions  of  specie  (so  says  our  informant) 
on  board.  Two  English  captains,  capt.  II.  Abbi- 
nette.  and  brother,  fast  year  obtained  permission 
from  the  owner  in  Lisbon,  to  fish  for  the  money, 
and  with  india-rubber  dresses  dived  into  six  fathom 
water,  and  obtained  some  days  £1500 — $8,000,000 
had  been  previously  fished  up. 

Captain , of  the , to  whom  this  curiosity 

was  presented,  while  at  St.  Ubes,  by  these  fishers 
of  dollars,  saw  some  doubloons  whii  h they  succeed- 
ed in  getting  up  a few  days  previous  to  his  leaving 
that  port,  just  as  bright  as  when  they  came  out  of 
the  mint. 

These  money  fishers  are  the  same  who  blew'  up 
the  royal  William  at  Spithead.  The  curiosity  can 
be  seen  at  our  reading  room. 

[ Savannah  Georgian. 

Resumption.  Nine  of  the  banks  of  the  state  of 
Maine,  held  a meeting  at  Augusta  on  the  6th  ult., 
and  came  to  the  following  resolution  : 

“ Resolved,  As  the  sense  of  this  meeting,  that  an 
early  resumption  of  specie  payments  is  desirable 
and  practicable,  and  that  it  is  hoped  that  the  con- 
vention of  banks,  wdiich  is  adjourned  to  meet  on 
the  second  Wednesday  of  April  next,  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  will  name  an  early  day  after  said  meet- 
ing, lor  a general  resumption  of  specie  payments 
by  the  banks  ; and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the 
several  banks  in  this  state,  to  express  to  the  dele- 
gation from  the  state,  in  said  convention,  their 
earnest  wish  that  they  should  vote  for  an  early  day 
after  said  meeting  for  the  general  resumption  of 
specie  payments  by  the  banks.”  [Jour,  of  Com. 

Washington’s  life-guard.  There  is  a man 
now  living  in  this  county,  named  Valentine  Gru- 
ber, who  was  attached  to  Washington’s  life-guard, 
and  who  is,  most  probably,  the  last  man  living  who 
belonged  to  it.  We  do  not  know  the  particulars  of 
his  services,  but  in  consequence  of  them  he  now 
receives  a pension  from  government  of  $96  per 
annum.  He  is  a very  old  man  now,  and  cannot 
long  survive  those  of  his  compatriots  who  have 
gone  before  him.  We  were  never  more  strongly 
impressed  with  the  truth,  that  “Republics  are  some- 
times ungrateful,”  than  we  were  upon  learning  the 
decision  of  congress  this  winter,  upon  an  applica- 
tion made  by  this  man.  He  was  placed  on  the 
pension  list  about  the  year  1820,  under  the  law  of 
1818,  and  was  stricken  off  under  the  law  of  1820, 
which  allowed  pensions  to  indigent  persons  only. 
He  was  quite  a poor  man  and  really  within  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act,  but  upon  representations  made 
to  the  war  department  which  were  not  according 
to  fact,  his  name  was  stricken  off.  He  toiled  on  in 
poverty  until  about  1832,  when,  upon  full  proof  of 
the  facts,  he  was  reinstated  upon  the  list.  Con- 
ceiving that  he  had  a claim  upon  his  country  for 
the  pension  unjustly  withheld  from  him,  as  he  be- 
lieved, from  the  time  he  was  stricken  off,  until  he 
was  restored  to  the  pension  list,  he  made  applica- 
tion to  the  present  congress  for  the  passage  of  an 
act  authorizing  the  payment  of  the  pension  so  sus- 
pended; but  although  all  the  facts,  we  believe, 
were  made  out  by  good  proof,  this  justice  was  de- 
nied him — his  claim  was  rejected.  Millions  of  the 
people’s  money  can  be  squandered  with  impunity, 
but  the  just  claim  of  an  old  soldier  for  a fewr  hun- 
dreds, cannot  be  recognized  or  paid! 

There  was  one  other  member  of  the  life-guard, 
resided  formerly  near  this  place,  named  John  Britt, 
of  whom  the  following  anecdote  is  told: — General 
Washington,  when  visiting  Bedford  at  the  time  of 
the  whiskey  insurrection  in  1794,  it  is  said,  stop- 
ped at  the  house  of  one  of  the  citizens,  Mr.  David 
Epsy,  w'e  believe,  and  while  sitting  at  a front  win- 
dow, observed  a person  passing  up  the  street  whose 
face  he  instantly  recognized.  He  ran  to  the  door, 
and  called  out  several  times  “John  Britt,”  when 
the  person  thus  addressed  turned  around,  and  per- 
ceiving who  was  calling  him,  flew  with  all  imagin- 
able speed  to  meet  once  again  his  revered  general. 
The  meeting  was  cordial  and  mutually  gratifying: 
and  it  is  said,  the  constables  and  other  officers  of 
the  law,  who  used  before  to  plague  the  old  man 
with  unwelcome  visits,  never  more  troubled  him 
after  his  interview  with  general  Washington. 

[Bedford,  Pa.  Inquirer. 


Exemplary  verdict — In  the  case  of  A.  S, 
Garr,  against  B.  II.  Day,  editor  arid  proprietor  of 
the  penny  paper  called  the  Sun,  for  libel,  the  jury 
gave  a verdict  yesterday  morning  lor  the  plaintiff 
with  $3,009  damages.  The  great  majority  of  the 
jury,  as  we  hear,  were  for  even  heavier  damages. 

The  gravamen  of  the  offence  was  that  after  hav- 
ing published  the  libel,  which  might  have  been 
done  inadvertently,  the  defendent  refused  to  pub- 
lish a correction  unless  paid  for  it.  He  was  very 
justly  mulcted  therefore  in  heavy  damages. 

[N.  Y.Ainer. 

Reminiscence.  A friend,  who  is  curious  in  the 
preservation  of  local  facts  connected  with  the  early 
history  of  this  island,  has  furnished  us  with  the 
particulars  of  a remarkable  occurrence  in  the  year 
1669,  which  we  do  not  recollect  to  have  seen  re- 
corded in  anvofthe  historical  publications  respect- 
ing this  place.  At  any  rate,  in  the  absence  of  more 
interesting  matter,  it  may  aflord  a moment’s  grati- 
fication to  those  readers  who  have  a taste  for  anti- 
quarian details  of  this  nature. 

Martha’s  Vineyard,  it  will  be  remembered,  was 
settled  by  white  inhabitants  some  years  prior  to 
the  settlement  of  Nantucket;  and  the  people  efthe 
latter  were  occasionally  wont  to  visit  the  former,  in 
order  to  procure  such  articles  as  might  be  needed, 
from  time  to  time,  for  agricultural  or  domestic  pur- 
poses. In  the  year  above  mentioned,  John  Barn- 
ard and  wife,  a newly  married  couple,  together  with 
Eleazer  Folger,  brother  of  the  latter,  Isaac  Cole- 
man, and  an  Indian,  proceeded  to  the  Vineyard  in 
a boat,  in  order  to  obtain  the  requisite  materials 
wherewith  to  commence  house-keeping.  While 
on  their  return,  June  6,  1669,  the  the  boat  was  ' 
overturned  by  a sudden  squall  of  w ind,  near  the 
island  of  Muskeget.  Barnard,  his  wife,  Coleman, 
and  the  Indian  were  immediately  drowned;  but 
Folger  clung  to  the  boat,  which  was  soon  carried  by 
the  tide  to  those  shoals  or  flats  called  Swile  island, 
lying  two  or  three  miles  northeast  of  Muskeget.  On 
finding  he  could  reach  the  bottom,  he  arrested  the 
progress  of  the  boat  and  turned  it  over.  But  no- 
thing of  the  contents  remained  excepting  a plough- 
share, which  had  been  tied  to  one  of  the  thwarts — 
and  with  this  he  succeeded  in  (throwing  out  the 
water.  After  long  continued  exertions  he  became 
much  exhausted,  and  e.  tered  the  boat  in  a truly 
helpless  condition,  without  sail,  oar,  paddle,  food, 
or  drink.  He  laid  himself  down  in  the  boat,  fell 
asleep,  and  remained  so  until  ihe  boat,  drifted  by 
the  current,  landed  on  Cape  Cod,  near  Morris  is- 
land.— Nantucket  Inquirer. 

Mississippi  banks.  The  bank  commissioners 
reported  to  the  legislature  of  Mississippi  the  result 
of  their  investigation.  They  give  it  as  their  opin- 
ion that  the  banks  of  that  state  will  not  be  able  to 
resume  before  August,  1839.  There  were  several 
bills  pending  before  the  legislature  for  the  charter 
of  additional  banks.  * 

Franklin  bank  of  Boston.  We  learn  from  the 
Boston  papers  that  the  grand  jury,  sitting  in  that 
city,  on  Wednesday  last  found  bills  of  indictment 
against  Josiah  Dunham,  Thos,  G.  Dunham,  Eb'zer 
Stevens,  Ebenezer  Hayward,  and  Samuel  S.  Ridg- 
way,  directors  of  the  Franklin  bank,  for  official 
misdemeanor  and  criminal  neglect  of  duty  in  certi- 
fying a false  return  made  by  Hathorne,  cashier  of 
that  bank,  to  the  legislature.  They  w’ere  arrested 
and  gave  bail  in  $2000  each,  with  sufficient  sureties 
for  their  appearance  from  day  to  day. 


REMARKS  OF  MR.  TALLMADGE, 
In  defence  of  the  people  of  New  York  against  ihe 
charge  of  bank  influence,  in  the  result  of  their  elec- 
tion. Delivered  in  ihe  senate  of  the  United  States, 
February  8,  1838,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Hubbard,  of 
New  Hampshire;  the  sub-treasury  bill  being  under 
consideration.  — 

“Out,  darn’d  spot!  out  I say!” 

Mr.  President:  The  senator  from  New  Hampshire 
(Mr.  Hubbard  ) who  has  just  taken  his  seat,  intro- 
duced, in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  the  subject  of 
the  late  elections.  He  read,  with  approbation,  that 
portion  of  the  president’s  message  which  charged 
the  result  of  those  elections  to  the  interference  or 
the  influence  of  the  banks;  and  he  undertook,  by 
this  means,  to  explain  the  result  in  New  York.  Sir, 
I am  not  in  the  habit  of  interfering  with  the  con- 
cerns of  other  states,  or  of  attempting  to  explain 
the  causes  ot  political  movements  in  them.  But, 
when  I find  one  “poaching  upon  my  manor,”  and 
endeavoring  to  account  for  matters  which  he  can 
but  illy  comprehend,  I feel  it  my  duty  to  interfere. 

I rise,  therefore,  not  to  enter  upon  the  immediate 
merits  of  this  sub-treasury  scheme,  but  for  the  sole 
purpose  of  setting  the  gentleman  and  country  right, 
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upon  this  allegation  of  bank  interference  or  bank 
influence  in  the  recent  election  of  the  state  of  New 
York. 

Sir,  I saw  with  pain  this  charge  in  the  presi- 
dent’s message.  I felt  humiliated  that  it  should 
emanate  from  him.  I felt  that  the  honor  of  my  na- 
tive state  was  wounded,  and  that  the  wound  was 
inflicted  by  one  of  her  own  sons.  Had  any  other 
man  occupied  the  executive  chair,  I would  have 
lost  no  time,  after  the  delivery  of  the  message,  con- 
taining that  unwelcome  and  unmerited  aspersion, 
in  repelling  it  in  a manner  and  with  a spirit  becom- 
ing the  occasion.  But,  sir,  the  relations  which 
have  always  existed  between  the  president  and 
myself,  rendered  the  task  one  of  reluctance  and  of 
delicacy;  and  but  for  the  introduction  of  it  into  this 
debate,  by  the  senator  from  New  Hampshire,  I 
might  have  submitted  to  the  mortification  of  the 
charge,  from  my  unwillingness  to  encounter  it  from 
such  a source.  As  it  has  been  thus  introduced,  I 
will  endeavor  to  show  that  it  has  been  made  with- 
out the  slightest  possible  foundation,  and  wholly 
unjustifiable,  let  it  come  from  what  quarter  it  may, 
or  let  its  endorsers  be  whom  they  may.  In  saying 
this,  I speak  from  my  own  personal  knowledge 
and  observation,  to  a great  extent,  and  from  an  in- 
timate acquaintance  with  the  concerns  of  the  state, 
and  the  causes  which  influence  the  minds  of  her 
citizens  in  political  matters.  Previous  to  the  extra 
session  of  congress,  when  the  Globe,  the  reputed 
organ  of  the  administration,  put  forth  Gouge’s  sub - 
treasuryscheme,  with  his  money  drawers  and  hy- 
drostatic balance,  and  all  the  other  paraphernalia 
which  acccompanied  it,  and  seriously  recommend- 
ed it  to  the  public  consideration,  it  was  received 
and  treated  as  a mere  matter  of  burlesque. — as  the 
drearn  of  a visionary.  No  one,  for  a single  mo- 
ment, supposed  that  it  would  ever  be  brought  for- 
ward by  the  president  for  the  consideration  of  con- 
gress. ’ The  whole  country  was  astounded,  when 
the  executive,  at  the  extra  session,  did  recommend 
it.  The  people  then  perceived,  that  the  “untried 
expedient”  from  the  banks  of  the  St.  Lawrence 
had  been  put  forth  in  the  official  organ,  as  a jnere 
feeler.  And  with  the  characteristic  boldness  of  all 
experimenters,  it  was  determined  if  it  did  not  con- 
form to  the  public  pulse,  the  public  pulse  should 
be  made  to  conform  to  it.  To  accomplish  this, 
there  must  be  no  apparent  force  nor  unnecessary 
rashness.  Hence,  the  executive,  with  great  meek- 
ness and  humility,  expressed  his  entire  willingness 
to  co-operate  in  any  other  measure,  if  this  should 
not  meet  the  approbation  of  congress.  This  decla- 
ration was  received  with  great  satisfaction  by  those 
who  forsaw,  from  their  knowledge  of  the  business 
wants  of  the  country,  that  such  a measure  would 
be  destructive  of  its  best  interests.  They  hoped 
to  be  able  to  demonstrate  its  utter  impracticability 
and  inapplicability  to  the  state  of  the  times,  and 
that  then  the  president  would  cheerfully  unite  with 
them  in  some  plan  which  would  alford  relief  to  a 
suffering  and  almost  desperate  community.  It  was, 
however,  soon  perceived,  from  the  pertinacity  with 
which  this  unexpected  measure  was  urged  forward 
by  its  advocates,  that  the  whole  power  of  execu- 
tive influence  was  brought  into  requisition  in  order 
to  force  it  through  in  the  shortest  possible  period, 
and  before  the  people  had  time  to  deliberate  upon 
it,  or  to  send  their  remonstrances  against  a project 
so  fatal  to  their  interests  and  so  destructive  to  their 
hopes.  I will  not  detain  the  senate  with  a history 
of  its  progress.  It  is  familiar  to  us  all.  Suffice  it 
to  say,  that  the  bill  passed  the  senate,  and  was  laid 
on  the  table  in  the  other  house  by  a decisive  vote. 
This  was  deemed  equivalent  to  a rejection  of  the 
bill.  It  could  not  have  been  called  up  again  at  this 
session  if  it  had  been  desired.  Many  voted  against 
the  state  bank  deposite  system,  which  was  ottered 
as  an  amendment,  for  the  express  purpose  of  kill- 
ing the  bill  in  its  original  shape.  After  all  this, 
the  president,  in  his  next  message,  seems  to  think 
that  congress,  at  its  extra  session,  made  an  expres- 
sion against  a national  bank;  against  the  state 
banks;  but  not  against  the  sub-treasury  project! 
And  as  the  late  elections  were  carried  by  bank  in- 
fluence, he  deems  those  overwhelming  expressions 
of  the  popular  will  as  no  evidence  that  the  people 
are  against  this  wild  and  visionary  scheme!  He 
considers  his  election  as  evidence  that  a majority 
of  the  people  of  the  United  States  are  against  a 
national  bank,  because  he  had  expressed  himself 
decidedly  hostile  to  such  an  institution.  I am  free 
to  admit  that  his  inference  is  as  fair  as  can  be 
drawn  from  a popular  election  where  a thousand 
other  considerations  enter  into  the  canvass.  But 
it  cannot  be  disguised  that  many  electors,  who  were 
in  favor  of  a national  bank,  always  voted  for  gen. 
Jackson,  notwithstanding  his  avowed  hostility  to 
it.  He  had  personal  popularity  which  scarcely 
any  man  before  him  possessed,  and  which  I hope 
to  see  no  man  hereafter  enjoy.  Often  have  I heard 


it  said  by  many,  that  although  they  disapproved  of 
his  measures,  they  would  still  support  him,  because 
they  believed  him  honest,  and  would  not  suffer  him 
to  be  abused  for  the  honest  exercise  of  his  opin- 
ions, though  they  led  to  the  adoption  of  bad  mea- 
sures. Sir,  this  feeling  was  extended  to  the  pre- 
sent executive  in  his  election.  He  was  known  to 
be  the  favorite  candidate  of  the  late  president,  and 
many  electors  supported  him  on  account  of  their 
ancient  prepossessions  in  favorof  general  Jackson. 

I say,  then,  that  the  success  of  a candidate  for 
office,  who  is  for  or  against  a particular  measure, 
is  not  conclusive  evidence  that  the  people  accord 
with  his  views  on  that  measure. 

The  state  elections,  in  my  judgment,  were  more 
conclusive  against  the  sub-treasury,  than  the  presi- 
dent’s election  was  against  a national  bank.  There 
were,  undoubtedly,  other  causes  which  mingled  in 
the  contest.  But  still,  the  expression  of  the  popu- 
lar will,  in  every  state  where  an  election  was  held 
after  this  project  was  first  recommended  by  the 
executive,  was  such  as  ought  to  have  commanded 
his  respect,  and  prevent  him  again  urging  a mea- 
sure so  odious  to  the  people,  and,  if  carried  out,  so 
fatal  to  their  prosperity. 

But,  Mr.  President,  this  hard  money  policy  must 
be  persisted  in.  The  executive  had  embarked  in 
it,  and  he  seemed  determined  that  no  obstacles 
should  impede  his  progress.  He,  therefore,  charged 
all  this  outbreaking  of  tile  people  to  the  influence 
of  the  banks,  and  considered  it  as  no  evidence  of 
an  honest  opinion  against  this  ill-fated  measure. 
Notwithstanding  the  decisive  vote  against  it  in  the 
house  of  representatives — notwithstanding  his  de- 
clared willingness  to  adopt  any  substitute  for  it,  it 
is  again  brought  forward  with  the  same  expressed 
deference  to  public  opinion,  and  again  urged  with 
the  same  open  contempt  ol  it. 

Sir,  this  charge,  though  general  in  its  terms, 
seems  peculiarly  intended  for  the  state  of  New 
York.  As  a representative  of  the  people  of  that 
state,  I repel  it  as  unworthy  oftbe  chief  magistrate, 
as  it  is  undeserved  by  them.  In  the  lawful  exer- 
cise of  the  elective  franchise,  they  have  seen  fit  to 
rebuke  the  administration  for  its  destructive  pol- 
icy, and  their  action  is  attributed  to  the  influence 
of  the  banks!  They  saw  industry  paralysed,  the 
energies  of  a whole  population  frozen  up,  business 
ol  all  kinds  at  a stand,  the  wives  and  children  of 
a portion  of  them  famishing  for  want  ofbread,  and 
suffering  for  want  of  clothes  to  cover  them,  and 
they  resorted  to  the  ballot  box  as  the  only  means  in 
their  power  to  express  their  disapprobation,  and  that 
expression,  thus  made  is  charged  to  the  influence  of 
the  banks!  Sir,  the  president  has  forgotten  the 
character  of  the  people  of  his  own  state.  He  treats 
them  as  mere  slaves — as  men  born  to  obey  the 
executive  mandate,  and  not  to  think  or  act  for 
themselves.  Sir,  let  me  tell  you,  that  the  people 
of  New  York  “know  their  rights,  and  knowing 
dare  maintain  them” — and  as  long  as  I remain  here, 
they  shall  not  want  a representative  to  assert  them 
on  this  floor.  No  man,  be  be  high  or  low,  shall  go 
behind  the  ballot  box  to  canvass  the  motives  of  my 
constituents,  without  being  rebuked  for  his  pre- 
sumption. I care  not  what  the  result  of  an  elec- 
tion may  have  been;  when  the  people  have  spoken, 
their  voice  is  to  be  respected  and  obeyed — and  they 
shall  not  be  called  to  an  account,  with  my  consent, 
by  an  officerof  the  general  government  fortheircon- 
duct  in  their  local  elections.  No  matter  what  party 
succeeds,  such  a charge  is  an  indignity  to  the  whole 
people.  I am  utterly  astonished  to  hear  it  from  such 
a quarter.  I knew  that  the  official  organ  here,  and 
other  loco-foco  prints,  had,  in  this  way,  attempted 
to  account  for  this  overwhelming  result  in  New 
York — but  I also  knew  that  this  charge,  from  such 
sources,  bad  been  indignantly  repelled  by  the 
democratic  press  of  the  state — and,  notwithstand- 
ing all  this,  the  president,  as  in  the  case  of  the  snb- 
treasury,  adopts  the  repudiated  explanation  of  the 
Globe,  and  ushers  it  forth  to  the  world. 

Sir,  I have  said  that  there  was  no  pretence  of 
foundation  for  this  charge.  I will  demonstrate, 
by  statistics  and  by  figures,  as  clear  as  any  propo- 
sition in  Euclid,  the  truth  of  my  assertion.  New 
York  has  fifty-six  counties — all,  except  thirteen, 
have  one  or  more  banks, — of  those  thirteen,  Jive  are 
opposition,  and  eight  are  administration  counties. 
These  eight  counties  gave  the  administration  a ma- 
jority at  the  presidential  election  in  1836,  of  6,781. 
In  1837  they  gave  2,617 — making  an  opposition 
gain  of  4,164  in  a net  vote  of  less  than  18,000. 
These  are  counties  where  there  are  no  banks.  It 
is  another  remarkable  fact  that  the  opposition  gain 
in  these  eight  counties  is  nearly  double  what  the 
other  counties  in  the  state  averaged  in  their  gains. 
Now,  sir,  if  the  banks  influenced  the  results  of  the 
election,  why  do  we  find  the  administration  losing 
more,  in  proportion,  in  counties  where  there  are  no 
banks,  than  in  those  where  there  are  banks?  The 


truth  is,  the  influence  of  the  banks,  as  such,  was 
exerted  on  neither  side — but,  so  far  as  there  was 
an  influence  exerted  by  their  officers  or  those  con- 
nected with  them  it  was  greater  on  the  part  of  the 
administration  than  the  other.  There  never  was  a 
charge  made  which  is  so  entirely  destitute  of  any 
one  circumstance  to  justify  it,  and  which  so  entirely 
fails.  Coming  from  such  a source,  it  is  an  assault 
upon  our  free  institutions.  It  is  impeaching  the 
principle  of  self-government.  What  becomes  of 
our  boasted  liberty,  if  the  petty  incorporations  of 
the  stales  can  so  far  influence  the  exercise  of  the 
elective  franchise,  that  the  expression  of  the  ballot 
box  is  not  to  be  taken  for  what  it  is  intended  to 
represent?  What  will  be  our  character  abroad? 
The  eyes  of  all  Europe  are  turned  to  our  experi- 
ment of  self-government,  and  are  confidently  ex- 
pecting a failure  of  the  system,  which  we  have 
predicted  would  regenerate  the  civilized  world. 
What  will  they  now  think,  when  they  have  the  au- 
thority of  the  chief  magistrate  of  this  nation,  that 
in  the  great  state  of  New  York,  the  “empire  state,” 
the  influence  of  her  local  banks  has  controlled  her 
elections,  so  that  their  results  cannot  be  relied  on 
as  any  evidence  of  the  popular  will?  Sir,  under 
such  an  imputation  as  this,  a citizen  of  the  United 
States  in  a foreign  land,  would  blush  for  his  coun- 
try. And  should  he  repel  it,  he  would  be  confront- 
ed with  the  president’s  message,  as  conclusive  evi- 
dence in  support  of  the  charge.  As  to  my  own 
state,  so  far  as  my  action  will  go,  I will  endeavor 
to  wipe  out  the  blot  from  the  fair  escutcheon  of  her 
fame. 

Mr.  President,  having  shown  that  the  election  in 
New  York  was  in  no  way  contiolled  by  the  inter- 
ference or  influence  of  the  banks,  it  may  not  be 
amiss  to  inquire  what  causes  produced  those  results 
which  were  so  astounding  to  the  whole  union?  Sir, 
it  was  the  principles  understood,  to  be  entertained 
by  the  administration  and  its  prominent  friends, 
and  the  measures  which  they  were  pursuing  to 
carry  out  those  principles.  What  are  they?  They 
are  to  be  found  in  the  creed  of  a faction  which  had 
its  origin  in  the  city  of  New  York  in  1829.  I do 
not  say  they  embraced  the  whole  creed,  but  I 
do  say  they  were  a part  of  it.  And  if  any  man, 
at  that  day,  had  predicted  that  a democratic  repub- 
lican administration  would  have  countenanced  any 
portion  of  the  principles  of  this  faction,  he  would 
have  gained  no  more  credence,  nor  as  much,  as  he 
now  would,  if  he  predicted  that,  in  an  equal  period, 
the  administration  would  adopt  the  other  part  of 
the  same  creed. 

Sir,  it  will  hardly  be  believed  by  the  people  of 
other  states  that  any  portion  of  those  doctrines 
have  been  adopted  by  the  administration  and  its 
prominent  friends.  I do  not  say  that  they  have 
been — but  I say  their  course  of  measures  has  been 
such  as  to  impress  upon  the  people  the  belief  of 
their  adoption.  I will  not  undertake  to  go  into  the 
documentary  evidence  at  this  time,  as  the  ground 
of  that  belief,  although  I may  deem  it  not  inappro- 
priate on  some  other  occasion.  This  faction  was 
the  origin  of  that  party  which  is  now  termed  loco- 
foco,  and  which,  in  the  pure  days  of  the  democratic 
republican  party,  was  turned  out  of  Tammany  hall, 
and  held  their  meetings  in  the  open  air,  whenever 
it  was  necessary  to  take  measures  to  reduce  the 
price  of  flour,  or  carry  out  any  othergreat  principle 
in  political  economy!  After  their  principles  receiv- 
ed the  countenance  of  the  administration,  they 
again  returned  to  the  old  wieicam,  displaced  the 
ancient  sachems,  and  there  they  now  illustrate  their 
ideas  of  freedom  of  speech  and  free  discussion,  by 
violent  inroads  and  forcible  interruption  of  the  as- 
semblages of  orderly  citizens,  who  happen  to  enter- 
tain opinions  on  matters  of  public  policy,  contrary 
to  their  own.  They  are  now  the  leaders  of  the 
party,  and  the  prominent  candidates  for  executive 
favor. 

The  leading  feature  of  their  creed  was  the  de- 
struction OF  THE  WHOLE  BANKING  SYSTEM  OF 

THE  COUNTRY THE  REPEAL  OF  CHARTERS  AND 

THE  ABROGATION  OF  VESTED  RIGHTS.  This  was 

a part  of  their  doctrines,  and  was  understood  by  the 
people  to  be  the  policy  of  the  administration. 

Why  was  it  so  understood?  I will  endeavor  to 
answerthe  question. 

After  the  war  on  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
had  ceased,  a more  ruthless  and  upreienting  war- 
fare commenced  and  carried  on  against  the  state 
banks.  The  success  which  had  attended  the  former 
emboldened  the  assailants,  and  they  supposed  they 
could  make  an  easy  conquest  of  the  latter.  It 
never  occurred  to  them  that  they  might  not  be  able 
to  bring  the  same  force  into  the  field  in  the  one 
case  as  in  the  other.  They  never  stopped  to  in- 
quire whether  the  people  entertained  any  different 
views  in  regard  to  the  state  institutions  and  a 
national  bank.  They  seemed  to  have  forgotten  that 
during  the  progress  of  the  first  war,  they  had  per- 
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suaderi  the  people  that  there  were  monstrous  evils 
connected  with  the  one,  and  equal  benefits  to  be 
enjoyed  with  the  others.  They  left  out  ol  view  all 
their  promises  of  a sound  currency,  and  an  equali- 
zation of  the  domestic  exchanges  of  the  country  t>y 
means  of  the  state  banks.  They  forgot  the  olt 
repeated  pledges  and  assurances  that  the  state 
institutions  could  perform,  equally  well,  all  the  du- 
ties the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates  had  performed 
far  the  government.  In  short,  they  had  no  recol- 
lection that  those  institutions  were  to  give  even  a 
“better  currency”  than  we  had  enjoyed  under  a 
national  bank.  - 

But,  sir,  although  they  had  overlooked  all  these 
things,  the  people  had  not  forgotten  them.  Those 
who  opposed  the  re-charter  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  were  honest  in  their  opposition. 
The  present  generation  has  principally  grown  up 
and  come  on  to  the  political  stage  tsince  the 
incorporation  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
in  1816.  They  have  enjoyed  its  benefits — and 
that  it  possessed  great  benefits  no  rational  man 
ever  denied — but  mey  were  not  able  fully  to  appre- 
ciate them,  whilst  in  the  full  fruition  of  them. 
They  could  see  what  seemed  to  them  to  be  its 
dangerous  powers,  and  with  the  assurance  that  the 
state  banks  could  perform  all  its  duties  to  the  gov- 
ernment, and  confer  all  its  benefits  on  the  people, 
without  possessing  those  powers,  they  were  con- 
tent that  it  should  go  down,  and  that  the  state 
banks  should  be  substituted  in  its  place.  Another 
consideration  which  influenced  their  action  was  the 
popularity  of  general  Jackson,  who  led  the  forces 
m this  contest.  Many  believed  in  his  sagacity  in 
this  matter,  and  pinned  their  faith  upon  him;  and 
others,  although  they  doubted  the  policy  of  the 
measure,  still  believed  in  his  honest}'  ofpurpose,  and 
therefore  went  with  him  “ right  or  wrong.”  But 
they  had  no  idea  of  breaking  down  the  state  insti- 
tutions, so  intimately  connected,  as  they  believed 
them  to  be,  with  the  business  wants  of  the  whole 
country;  and  when  these  attacks  were  made  on 
those  institutions  the  people  began  to  suspect 
that  they  had  been  used  as  the  instruments  in  as- 
sailing the  national  bank,  with  a view  of  destroying 
the  others  in  their  turn — such  they  thought  they 
discovered  to  be  the  policy  of  the  administration. 

How  did  they  discover  it?  By  the  principles 
which  seemed  to  be  maintained  by  the  administra- 
tion and  its  leading  friends.  By  the  manner  in 
which  they  repudiated  the  state  bankdeposite  sys- 
tem after  they  had  suspended  specie  payments — a 
suspension  brought  about  by  causes  beyond  their 
control,  and  which  certain  measures  of  the  execu- 
tive had  essentially  contributed  to  produce— and 
the  subsequent  introduction  of  an  “untried  expe- 
dient,” in  the  shape  of  the  sub-treasury  scheme — 
a scheme  fraught  with  more  mischief  to  the  com- 
munity, with  more  hazard  to  the  public  funds, 
with  a more  dangerous  augmentation  and  concen- 
tration of  executive  power,  than  has  ever  been 
suggested  in  the  history  of  this  or  any  other  gov- 
ernment. And  here,  sir,  permit  me  to  say,  that 
when  the  friends  of  this  abominable  measure,  for  I 
can  characterise  it  by  no  milder  term,  present  the 
alternative  of  it  or  a national  bank,  rest  assured 
that  there  are  thousands  and  thousands  who  have 
been  opposed  to  such  an  institution,  who  will,  with- 
out hesitation,  give  it  their  preference.  But,  sir, 
that  alternative  is  not  yet  presented.  Gentlemen 
are  attempting  to  make  up  a false  issue.  They 
vainly  imagine  that  they  can  conjure  up  the  ghost 
of  the  old  Bank  of  the  United  States  to  frighten  men, 
as  they  would  frighten  children.  Sir,  that  day  has 
gorte  by.  The  people  are  looking  for  relief  amidst 
the  disasters  which  surround  them.  They  see  m 
the  sub-treasury  scheme  nought  but  ruin — they 
look  with  horror  upon  its  adoption  as  a consumma- 
tion of  ruin — they  look  to  the  state  bank  deposite 
system  as  the  means  of  present,  and  if  the  anticipa- 
tion of  its  friends  be  realized,  of  permanent  relief. 
Some  ol  the  friends  of  a national  bank  have  pro- 
posed plans  for  state  institutions,  which  they  think 
will  supercede  the  necessity  of  a bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed States.  At  all  events,  those  who  are  in  favor  of 
a national  bank  know  that  it  cannot  be  had,  if  it  be 
had  at  all,  for  some  time  to  come;  and  they  know 
that  something  must  be  done  for  the  relief  of  the 
country.  There  is  no  other  plan  which  can  be 
adopted  but  the  one  proposed  bv  the  senator  from 
Virginia.  If  it  answers  his  expectations,  it  may 
satisfy  the  country- — if  it  doo;  not,  the  public  mind 
will  then  be  sett  led  down  as  to  what  the  remedy 
should  be.  As  to  the  sub-treasury,  I say  with  the 
senator  from  Massachusetts,  give  me  any  thing,  or 
give  me  nothing,  in  preference  to  it. 

What  farther  evidence  bad  the  people  that  the 
destruction  of  the  state  banks  was  a part  of  the 
policy  of  the  administration?  Meetings  were  held 
by  the  toco-focos,  at  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Cin- 
cinnati and  other  places,  where  resolutions  were 


adopted  against  the  w’hole  banking  system,  and  in 
favor  of  an  exclusive  metallic  currency.  These  pro- 
ceedings were  responded  to  by  men  in  high  official 
stations,  and  their  responses  were  perfectly  satis- 
factory. Being  thus  sanctioned  by  men  in  author- 
ity, these  wild  and  visionary  doctrines  began  to 
spread.  Many  who  had  viewed  them  as  destruc- 
tive of  the  best  interests  of  society,  began  to  re- 
nounce former  opinions,  and  adopt  this  radical 
creed,  because  they  believed  it  met  the  approba- 
tion of  those  who  held  the  reins  of  party  discipline, 
and  who  had  the  power  of  party  dispensation. 

The  next  evidence  of  the  prevalence  oft  his  radi- 
cal spirit  was  the  manner  in  w hich  the  subject  of 
the  suspension  of  specie  payments  was  treated.  By 
the  law  of  New  York,  when  a bank  neglects  or  re- 
fuses to  redeem  its  notes  in  specie  for  ten  days,  the 
chancellor  is  directed  to  issue  his  injunction,  close 
its  doors,  appoint  a receiver  to  take  charge  of  its 
concerns,  whose  duty  it  is  to  proceed  to  collect  the 
amount  due  to  the  bank,  to  pay  the  amount  owing 
by  it,  and  finally,  under  the  direction  of  the  chan- 
cellor, to  distribute  to  the  stockholders  the  residue 
of  its  effects,  according  to  their  respective  interests. 
There  was  due  to  the  banks,  at  this  time,  by  the  peo- 
ple of  the  state,  about  seventy  millions  of  dollars. 
A false  collection  of  this  amount,  by  receivers, 
would  have  spiead  ruin  and  desolation  throughout 
the  whole  state.  The  most  valuable  estates  would 
have  been  sold  to  satisfy  these  demands.  There 
would  have  been  no  competition  at  the  sales — Tl,py 
very  few  indeed  could  have  commanded  the  means 
to  become  the  purchasers.  The  res.'pT.vvGuld.  have 
been,  that  the  most  desirable  pj‘ppeifJ\rhust 'have 
been  sacrificed,  and  bought  ip  "by  sbme  miserly 
hard  money  man,  who  had  jibahie’d  this  vile  trash 
lor  the  purpose  of  preying’  ij^on  the  misfortoaesejf 
his  fellow  citizens,  or  by  tile  receivers  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  stockholders,  jin  either  event,  the  ‘com- 
munity would  have  be&n  the  sufferers,  and  the 
hope  of  present  business  or  of  future  prosperity 
would  have  been  utterly  blighted.  Every  rational 
man  foresaw  this  result.  The  legislature  was  then 
in  session,  and  a law  was  forthwith  passed,  by  an 
almost  unanimous  vote,  to  suspend  the  forfeiture  of 
the  charters  of  the  banks  for  one  year.  This  act  of 
the  legislature  was  openly  denounced  by  public 
meetings  in  the  city  of  New  York,  composed  of 
those  claiming  to  be  the  exclusive  friends  of  the 
administration.  And  this  denunciation  was  reiter- 
ated by  the  official  organ  of  the  government  here, 
claiming  to  speak  the  sentiments  of  the  administra- 
tion on  all  important  public  matters.  Why  was 
this  act  thus  denounced?  Because,  if  there  had 
been  no  such  interference,  the  banks  would  have 
been  all  prostrated,  as  I have  already  shown,  and 
we  should  have  been  at  once  brought  to  the  '‘golden 
age”  which  has  been  so  long  desired.  It  is  true,  the 
great  interests  of  the  community  would  have  been 
sacrificed.  But,  what  of  that?  We  should  have 
had  the  “constitutional  currency” — “a  hard  money 
government” — “a  successful  experiment” — and  let 
me  add,  a prostrate  country  ana  a ruined  people! 
Sir,  the  people  were  saved  from  this  awful  calamity 
by  the  patriotism  of  the  legislature.  The  suspen- 
sion act  was  not  a boon  to  the  bank;  it  was  a favor 
to  the  people.  Whilst  it  saved  the  bank  charters 
from  forfeiture,  it  saved  the  people  from  destruc- 
tion. Other  states  passed  similar  laws,  and  thus 
were  frustrated  the  designs  of  those  who  deemed 
the  suspension  of  specie  payments  the  proper  occa- 
sion to  carry  out  their  favorite  plan  of  breaking 
down  the  wdiole  banking  system  of  the  states.  1 
will  not  say  that  the  president  entertained  this  de- 
sign. But  the  people  judged  him  by  the  effect  of 
his  measures.  On  his  call,  congress  asssembled  at 
the  extra  session  to  take  into  consideration  the 
“great  and  weighty  matters”  which  be  was  to  sub- 
mit to  them.  The  message  was  delivered,  and  the 
people  no  longer  doubted  that  the  president  and 
the  administration  intended  to  destroy  the  banks. 
At  all  events,  they  could  not  doubt  that  such  would 
be  the  effect  of  the  measures  recommended  by  him. 
They  could  only  infer  the  intent  from  the  result 
which  must  inevitably  follow. 

By  the  constitution,  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the 
president,  from  time  to  time,  to  give  to  congress 
information  of  the  state  of  the  union,  and  recom- 
mend to  their  consideration  such  measures  as  he 
shall  judge  necessary  and  expedient.  He  can  recom- 
mend no  others — and  if  he  deems  such  as  he  does 
recommend,  both  necessary  and  expedient,  he  ot 
course  desires  that  congress  shall  adopt  them,  and 
that  they  shall  be  carried  into  full  execution.  He 
had  already  seen  that,  by  the  intervention  of  the 
state  legislatures,  the  bank  charters  of  the  different 
states  had  been  saved  from  forfeiture,  and  i h at  the 
designs  of  those  who  wished  to  destroy  them,  had 
been  frustrated  by  these  acts.  Well  now,  sir,  what 
were  his  recommendations,  and  what  their  inevi- 
table results?  He  recommended  a “ uniform  law 


concerning  bankrvjitcies  of  corporations,  and  other 
bankers,”  as  a measure  ‘ 'fully  authorized  by  the  con- 
stitution.” Such  a law,  under  his  oath  of  office,  he 
must  have  deemed  "necessary  and  expedient.”  And 
he  must,  too,  have  desiied  its  enactment  by  con- 
gress,‘otherwise  he  would  not  have  recommended 
it.  What  would  have  been  its  effect,  its  practical 
operation,  if  congress  had  concurred  in  the  views 
of  the  president,  and  passed  a bankrupt  law,  as 
recommended  by  him?  Why,  sir,  every  bank  in 
the  union  would  have  been  forthwith  handed  over 
to  commissioners  to  be  appointed  by  the  executive, 
under  such  a law,  and  their  concerns  closed  up — 
for  llrey  had  all  suspended  specie  payments,  and  of 
course  would  have  come  within  its  provisions. 
This  would  have  accomplished  what  was  prevent- 
ed by  the  action  of  the  legislatures,  namely,  a 
forfeiture  of  (heir  charters  and  a consequent  de- 
struction of  the  banks  themselves.  Sir,  I do  not 
state  this  case  too  strongly — such  would  have  been 
the  inevitable  result  throughout  the  union — there 
is  no  escape  from  it.  The  president  could  not  but 
have  foreseen  it.  It  was  the  unavoidable  conse- 
quence of  his  recommendation.  He  must  have 
made  it  with  his  eyes  open,  and  seen  its  effects, 
unless  he  was  blinded  and  bewildered  by  Ibis  ignis 
fatuas  of  loco-focoistn.  What  would  have  been 
the  effect  upon  the  business  and  credit  of  the  coun- 
try? Utter  ruin  and  destruction  from  one  extrem- 
ity of  the  union  to  the  other.  Sir,  “war,  ptstilence 
and  jamipe”  could  not  more  effectually  have  done 
.the k d r ta d f u 1_ w o r k . 

Fortiyiatel/Toi*  the  country,  congress  did  not 
adopt  this  recommynciat’on  of  the  president,  al- 
though it  was  urged, 'Wjtly  great  power  by  one  of 
the  most  prominent  fric-ricfs-qf  the  administration, 
fJVTr.»  Benign* ) o 

. Sir,,thei;e  is, another  feature  of  this  measure  which 
deserve^  consideration.  This  subject  was  not  new 
to  the  president.  It  had  received  his  careful  exa- 
mination and  full  deliberation  on  a former  occasion. 
In  1826,  when  he  stood  upon  this  floor,  as  a sena- 
tor from  the  state  of  New  York,  he  maintained  cn 
this  subject  (he  same  principles  which  I am  now- 
endeavoring  to  maintain.  He  then  represented  all 
the  great  interests  of  the  state,  as  I am  now  attempt- 
ing to  represent  them.  The  banking  interest  was 
one  of  the  most  important,  because  it  gave  file  to 
commerce,  stimulated  agriculture,  aided  the  me- 
chanic and  manufacturing  industry  of  the  country, 
and  produced  a healthy  action  in  the  whole  body 
politic.  This  was  a period  anterior  lo  the  origin  of 
the  faction  in  New  Yoik,  whose  doctrines  have 
since  been  adopted.  Mr.  Van  Buren,  on  the  dis- 
cussion of  (be  bankrupt  bill,  at  that  lime  before 
the  senate,  opposed  its  application  to  banking  in- 
corporations, "as  an  odious  exercise  of  power  not 
granted  by  the  constitution.”  In  1826,  senator  Van 
Buren  opposes  a bankrupt  law  in  reference  lo  our 
banking  institutions,  “as  an  odious  exercise  of  power 
not  granted  by  the  constitution,”  and  in  38S7.  presi- 
dent Van  Buren  proposes  “a  uniform  law  concern- 
ing bankruptcies  of  corporations,  and  other  bankers,” 
as  a measure  "fully  authorized  by  the  constitution.” 
Now-,  sir,  permit  me  to  ask  if  such  a measure  was 
unconstitutional  in  1826,  can  the  recommendation 
of  the  president  make  it  constitutional  in  1837?  I 
should  think  not,  unless  the  constitution  changes 
as  the  party  changes!  But,  whether  il  does  or  riot, 
is  immaterial  to  tile  present  question.  The  presi- 
dent recommended  a bankrupt  law  in  reference  to 
bank  incorporations.  He  must  have  reviewed  bis 
former  opinions  on  that  subject.  He  must  have 
deemed  the  crisis  so  important  as  to  overcome  his 
old  constitutional  scruples,  and  that  it  was  now 
“necesssary  and  expedient”  that  such  a law  should 
pass,  and  thereby  rid  the  country  of  the  curse  of 
paper  money,  and  thus  restore  the  “constitutional 
currency”  of  gold  and  silver. 

Mr.  President,  I have  said  that  the  people  be- 
lieved the  design  of  the  administration,  and  its 
prominent  friends  was  to  destroy  the  banking  in- 
stitutions of  the  states.  They  forsaw  what  would 
have  been  (he  effect  of  the  adoption  of  the  bank- 
rupt law.  They  also  saw,  and  still  see,  (he  effect 
of  the  sub-treasury  scheme.  They  know'  that  both 
are  equally  fatal.  They  saw  the  manner  in  which 
the  sub-treasury  w as  urged  at  the  extra  session. 
They  saw,  by  the  official  organ,  that,  alter  it  was 
defeated  in  the  house,  it  was  again  to  be  forced 
upon  congress  at  the  present  session,  and  they  see 
clearly'  now  that  its  adoption,  at  this  time,  will  be 
as  fatal  to  the  banks  as  a bankrupt  law  would  have 
been  before.  Its  adoption  would  have  prevented 
the  resumption  of  specie  payments.  Or  if  1 he  banks 
should  resume,  it  would  compel  them  to  stop  again. 
Or  if  they  continued  to  pay  specie,  it  would  be 
merely  a nominal  thing,  and  they  could  do  no  bu- 
siness. If  this  were  the  proper  occasion,  I would 
undertake  to  demonstrate  these  propositions  to  (lie 
satisfaction  of  every  rational  man.  But,  I did  not 
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vise  for  that  purpose.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  if  a 
deliberate  plan  had  been  formed  for  the  total  de- 
struction of  the  banking  system  of  the  whole  coun- 
try, it  could  not  have  been  more  skilfully  devised. 
"VVhat  was  (he  process  by  which  it  was  to  be  ac- 
complished? 1st.  By  inducing  the  legislature  not 
to  interfere.  2d.  By  a bankrupt  law.  3d.  By  the 
sub-treasury  scheme,  which  is  the  only  proposition 
now  under  consideration.  Under  it,  the  banks 
cannot  resume;  and  if  the  legislature  grants  no 
farther  indulgence,  their  concerns  must  be  closed 
up.  If  they  do  resume,  they  will  be  compelled  to 
stop  again,  and  they  will  be  in  the  same  situation 
as  if  they  had  not  attempted  it.  If  the}'  do  not 
stop,  it  will  be  because  their  circulation  is  all  call- 
ed in,  and  they  continue  because  they  do  no  busi- 
ness. In  this  event  the  stockholders  will  wind  them 
up,  for  the  reason  that  they  cannot  alford  to  have  an 
investment  which  produces  no  income.  In  either 
case,  the  result  is  the  same— the  destruction  ol  the 
banks.  I have  already  shown  the  disaslious  conse- 
quences to  the  whole  community  from  such  a state  of 
things — and  I will  add,  in  the  same  language  which 
I employed  at  the  last  session,  “that  if  would  even 
be  better  for  the  country  that  a tornado  or  an  earth- 
quake should  spread  its  desolation  around,  than 
that  we  should  have  this  scheme  inflicted  upon  us.’’ 

Mr.  President,  these  were  some  of  the  causes 
which  produced  the  results  of  the  late  elections  in 
New  York.  There  was  another.  The  people  saw 
the  treatment  which  those  received,  who  opposed 
these  measures.  They  saw  some  of  t h ej i.r  j-spre*- 
sentatives  here,  pursuing  the  straight  forward  track 
of  principle,  and  maintaining  tile-ancient  and  hon- 
ored creed  of  the  party;  they  , saw  them  turning 
neither  to  the  right  non  lo  the  left  to  gratify  the 
ambition  of  any  man,  or  to  court  the  favor  of  any 
faction;  fliey  saw  them  maintaining  the  same  pritv  r 
ciples  which  the  .whole  party  maintained  but  q 
short  period  before,  and  refusing  to  .turn  nboutat 
the  word  of  command;  they  saw  them  opposing  the 
measure  which  t he  whole  party,  with  general 
Jackson  at  their  head,  opposed  in  1834,  and 
which  the  official  organ  of  the  administration 
then  pronounced  “disorganizing  and  revolution- 
ary,”  and  manfully  resisting  the  executive  man- 
date to  swallow  the  sub  treasury  scheme  now, 
which  they  all  repudiated  then;  they  saw  them 
standing  in  their  places,  and  with  that  moral  courage 
and  undaunted  firmness,  which  should  ever  char- 
acterize the  representatives  of  a free  people,  resist- 
ing the  encroachments  of  executive  power;  they 
ssvv  them,  with  an  independence  worthy  of  the 
better  days  of  the  republic,  combatting  the  here- 
sies and  interpolations  which  were  attempted  to  be 
introduced  amongst  the  ancient  canons  of  their 
political  faith;  they  saw  them  endeavoring  to  re- 
vive the  drooping  energies  of  the  country,  to  resit  s- 
ciate  its  trade  and  commerce,  to  stimulate  its  in- 
dustry, to  invigorate  its  enterprise,  to  give  hope 
amt  animation  and  life  to  its  benumbed  and  palsied 
faculties,  and  lo  pour  consolation  into  the  wounded 
and  broken  spirits  of  the  mercantile  community. 
They  saw  all  this;  arid  they  also  saw,  fhat_/or  all 
this,  their  representatives  were  dexounced  and 
proscribed  by  the  official  organ  of  the  adminis- 
tration! They  saw  the  despotism  which  had  been 
introduced  by  the  discipline  of  party.  They  saw 
that  neither  party  men,  nor  the  party  press,  dare 
speak  their  sentiments  on  any  political  subject, 
until  they  knew  the  executive  will.  They  saw 
the  manner  in  which  the  machinery  of  party  was 
brought  into  requisition  to  manufacture  public  opin- 
ion to  sustain  that  will  when  it  was  once  made 
known.  They  saw  that  there  was  no  indepen- 
dence of  thought  or  of  action  within  the  sphere  of 
executive  influence.  They  saw,  in  short,  estab- 
lished at  the  seat  of  government  the  most  perfect 
despotism  on  earth,  the  despotism  of  opinion! 

Sir,  this  system  of  dictation,  of  proscription  and 
denunciation  commenced  during  the  second  term 
of  general  Jackson’s  administration.  He  would 
not  tolerate  a difference  of  opinion  on  any  subject 
in  which  bis  feelings  were  enlisted.  I hope  it  was 
the  infirmity  of  age.  I might  instance  the  distri- 
bution bill,  the  specie  circular  and  the  currency 
bill.  In  all  these  measures,  the  great  body  of  his 
friends  in  both  houses  were  opposed  to  him.  Still, 
the  official  organ  did  not  hesitate  to  maintain  the 
executive  will,  and  to  denounce  fhe  action  and 
opinions  of  those  who  constituted  the  legislative 
branch  of  the  government. 

The  present  executive,  on  entering  upon  the  du- 
ties of  his  high  station,  promised  to  “follow  in  the 
footsteps  of  his  illustrious  predecessor.”  This 
sub-treasury  scheme  is  the  darling  project  of  the 
late  president:  and,  I presume,  in  pursuance  of  Hie 
above  pledge,  it  has  been  brought  forward  for  our 
consideration.  To  my  mind,  this  is  its  only  merit 
— and  no  one  would  be  more  desirous  than  myself 
of  gratifying  the  feelings  of  that  illustrious  man, 


and  of  smoothing,  the  path  of  his  declining  years, 
by  the  adoption  of  his  favorite  measure,  if  myjudg- 
tnent  did  not  tell  uie  it  would  be  at  the  expense  of 
(he  great  and  paramount  interests  of  the  country. 
If  he  himself  were  here,  in  the  zenith  of  his  power, 
he,  perhaps,  might  see  Ids  way  more  clearly.  But, 
when  his  successor  attempts  to  imitate  his  giant 
strides,  he  will  follow  him,  as  lulus  followed 
iEneas  from  the  flames  of  Troy,  baud  jiassibus 
eqvis. 

Sir,  mv  colleague  (Mr.  Wright)  has  sp_oken  of 
that  portion  of  the  friends  of  the  administration, 
who  oppose  the  sub-treasury  scheme,  as  a small 
party,  and,  with  seeming  reproach,  lias  kindly  ex- 
tended to  them  his  charity;  and  more  than” inti- 
mates  that  they  ought  to  give  up  their  opinions  to 
Hie  majority  of  their  friends.  Sir,  that  small  party 
are  maintaining  the  same  principles  which  the 
whole  party  maintained  but  a short  time  since;  and 
the  difference  between  them,  being  a matter  of 
principle,  cannot  be  compromised.  It  is,  indeed,  a 
small  party,  and  should  on  that  account  have  been 
protected  from  the  apparent  sneer  of  the  senator 
from  New  Hampshire,  when  he  said  they  had  as- 
sumed the  name  of  “conservatives.”  Whether  that 
name  has  been  assumed  by  them,  or  has  been  given 
to  them,  I will  not  stop  to  inquire.  This  much, 
however,  I will  venture  to  affirm,  that  we  shall  be 
as  well  satisfied  with  that  appellation,  as  the  gentle- 
man and  his  friends  will  be  with  the  name  of  “sub- 
sei'vaiives,”  with  which  they  have  been  honored, 
glut-  with  bow  much  justice  I leave  to  themselves 
to  determine.,,  Sir,  this  small  party  has  been,  not 
inappropriately,  called  “A  Spartan  band” — and 
•at  me  tell  those. gentleman  who  have  reproached 
them  with  the  peculiarity  of  their  position,  and  the 
paucity  of  their  numbers, that  when  they  are  asked 
to'  laydown  their  arms'  ti\ey  will  give  the  Spartan 
asiswdr — rCome  and  take  them.”  Sir,  my  col- 
league, from  Hie  peculiaiity  of  his  own  position, 
should  have  seen  the  indelicacy  of  commenting 
upon  ours.  The  time  has  been  when  he  has  been 
left  in  a smaller  minority  of  his  political  friends 
than  we  are  now;  but,  I will  do  him  the  justice  to 
say,  that  bis  opinions,  in  all  matters  in  difference, 
have  always  coincided  with  the  executive.  And, 
had  the  executive  seen  fit  to  recommend  the  resus- 
citation of  Hie  state  bank  deposite  system,  instead 
of  the  sub-treasurv,  we  should  have  seen  my  col- 
league, with  my  friend  from  Virginia  and  myself 
by  his  side,  leading  on  his  faithful  troops,  and  in- 
stead of  the  golden  banner  under  which  he  is  now 
fighting  against  the  institutions  of  the  states,  and 
the  rights  of  the  states,  he  would  have  raised  aloft 
the  stars  and  stripes  of  his  country,  the  emblem  of 
those  rights,  and  under  that  sign  lie  would  have 
conquered.  And  the  man  who  should  have  had 
the  rashness  to  introduce  the  sub-treasury  scheme, 
in  opposition  to  the  executive  recommendation, 
would  have  found  himself  without  even  a corporal’s 
guard. 

Mr.  President,  Ihe  constitution  guarantees  the 
liberty  of  speach  and  of  the.  press — but,  under  the 
present  system  of  parly  discipline,  and  executive 
intimidation,  there  is  virtually  an  abrogation  of 
both.  The  executive  department  has  become  too 
powerful  for  the  legislative  branch  of  the  govern- 
ment. The  great  apprehension  of  the  framers  of 
the  constitution  were  from  the  legislative  power. 
They  little  dreamed  that  in  the  short  space  of  half 
a century,  short  in  the  lifelime  of  a nation,  the  exe- 
culive  department  would  become  so  formidable  as  to 
overawe  the  legislative  branch,  and  dictate  to  them 
the  measures  which  he  himself  was  to  execute. 
Sir,  the  verv  theory  of  Ihe  constitution  lias  been 
reversed.  The  legislative  has  become  the  weaker 
power,  and  the  executive  arm  is  already  strengthen- 
ed beyond  what  the  fathers  of  the  constitution 
deemed  consistent  with  the  safety  and  freedom  of 
the  government.  Add  to  that  strength  fhe  powers 
of  a treasury  bank,  which  are  contained  in  this  bill, 
and  you  have  given  all  that  can  define  a despot. 

Mr.  President,  I have  spoken  with  some  feeling 
on  this  subject.  I have  reason  so  to  speak.  I have 
seen  Ihe  distress  of  the  country — I have  seen  the 
embarrassments  of  my  fellow-citizens.  I have  seen 
them  imploring  this  government  in  vain  for  that 
relief,  which  they  are  entitled  to  ask,  and  which 
the  government  is  bound  to  give.  _ I have  seen  the 
government  impairing  public  confidence  in  the  in- 
stitutions of  the  states,  withdrawing  itself  upon  its 
own  resources,  and  leaving  the  people,  unaided 
and  alone,  to  buffet  fhe  storms  of  adversity  which 
it  has  aided  to  bring  upon  them.  I have  seen  the 
executive  enter  upon  a system  of  experiments,  de- 
structive of  our  dearest  interests,  and  subversive  of 
our  brightest  hopes.  I have  seen  him  persist  in 
those  experiments  after  a decisive  negative  by  the 
legislative  brancli  of  the  government,  and  after  his 
wild  and  visionary  schemes  have  been  most  sig- 
nally rebuked  through  the  ballot  box.  I have  seen 


him  turn  a deaf  ear  to  all  the  remonstrances  which 
have  been  made  in  every  part  of  the  country,  and 
with  a cold  and  dogged  inditference,  set  at  naught 
all  these  demonstrations  of  the  popular  will.  Sir, 
1 aver,  in  the  face  of  the  American  people,  that 
there  is  no  cause  for  the  continuance  of  the  distress 
under  which  the  country  now  labors.  It  is  in  the 
power  of  the  administration  to  remove  it  by  its 
simple  fiat.  This  war  upon  the  banks  lias  dried 
up  the  sources  of  sustenance  to  the  people,  as  well 
as  of  revenue  to  the  government.  Let  the  execu- 
tive abandon  this  sub-treasury  scheme — a scheme 
unworthy  of  the  age  in  which  we  live — let  him,  in 
good  faith,  resolve  to  revive  the  state  bank  system, 
and  forthwith,  as  fast  as  the  joyous  news  could 
travel,  hope,  and  life,  and  activity,  and  confidence 
would  spring  up  on  every  side  to  gladden  it  on  its 
way.  I would  say  then  to  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try, if  I could  flatter  myself  that  my  voice  would 
reach  them,  rouse  from  your  lethargy;  burst  the 
Lilliputian  ties  that  bind  you;  walk  forth  in  the 
dignity  of  freemen;  and  teach  j'our  public  servants 
that  you  will  not  silently  submit  to  have  your  cre- 
dit destroyed,  your  property  sacrificed,  and  your 
wives  and  children  deprived  of  their  bread,  to  min- 
ister to  the  partisan  ambition  or  unholy  caprice  ol 
any  rnan  or  set  of  men,  whom  your  misplaced  con- 
fidence may  have  elected  to  stations  beyond  their 
deserts.  And  let  me  tell  you,  sir,  if  the  voice 
which  New  York  has  already  uttered  be  disregard- 
ed, and  these  destructive  measures  persisted  in,  ,1 
warn  you  to  beware  ol'  the  Ides  of  November; 
for  her  voice  will  (hen  be  heard  from  the  Atlantic 
lo  the  lakes,  louder  than  the  mighty  cataract  which 
thunders  on  her  western  border. 


TWENTY-FIFTH  CONGRESS. 

SECOND  SESSION — SENATE. 

March  I.  Mr.  McKean  presented  a memorial 
numerously  signed  by  citizens  of  the  borough  and 
county  of  Erie,  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  com- 
plaining that  the  medical  board  appointed  under 
authority  of  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March  last,  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  to  select  suitable 
sites  for  marine  hospitals  on  the  Mississippi  and 
Ohio  rivers  and  Lake  Erie,  for  the  benefit  of  sick 
and  disabled  seamen,  boatmen,  and  other  naviga- 
tors on  the  western  rivers  and  lakes,  have,  in  dis- 
charging that  duty,  confined  their  examination  ex- 
clusively to  one  ortwo  places  on  Lake  Erie  ; while 
the  claims  of  all  other  places,  many  of  them  con- 
taining in  a high  degree  all  the  requisites  for  such 
an  establishment,  have  been  overlooked  and  neg- 
lected ; and  praying  congress  to  order  a new  exam- 
ination by  a competent,  impartial,  and  unpreju- 
diced board. 

Mr.  McKean,  after  some  remarks  upon  the  man- 
ner in  which  “ poor  Pennsylvania”  had  been  neg- 
lected, moved  to  refer  the  memorial  to  the  commit- 
tee on  commerce  ; which  was  referred  accordingly. 

Mr.  Buchannan  presented  the  following  memo- 
1 rial : 

To  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the 
United.  States  in  congress  assembled: 

The  undersigned,  delegates  of  the  people  cl 
Pennsylvania  to  a convention  now  in  session  at  the 
city  of  Philadelphia  to  reform  the  constitution  of 
the  state,  respectfully  represent : 

That  in  the  present  crisis  ol  public  affairs,  the 
undersigned  deem  it  their  solemn  duty'’,  as  well  as 
their  unquestionable  right,  to  counteract  by  memo- 
rial and  remonstrance  the  false  impression  which 
may  be  made  to  congress  as  to  the  will  ol  the  peo- 
ple of  this  state  concerning  their  deranged  mone- 
tary interests,  of  which  will  and  interests  the  un- 
dersigned believe  they  enjoy  as  good  means  of  be-^ 
ing  well  informed  as  a^y  other  representatives  ol 
the  people  of  this  state. 

The  people,  at  every  election  since  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  first,  and  afterwards  various  state  j 
banks,  have,  by  violent  and  improper  efforts,  been  I 
struggling  to  compel  the  community  to  submit  to  a | 
banking  control,  contrary  to  the  constitution,  and 
the  well  understood  public  interest  and  will:  the 
people  have  at  every  election  chosen  representa- 
tives instructed  to  put  an  end  to  such  bank  control, 
and  restore  the  authority  ot  the  people  ; but  too 
many  of  Ihose  representatives  have  been  misled  to 
sacrifice  the  will  and  interests  ol  the  people  to  those 
of  the  banks. 

Your  memorialists  have  reason  to  believe  that 
there  are  very  few,  whether  of  the  people  or  their 
representatives,  not  unduly  influenced  by  banks,  1 
who  do  not  now  desire  that  an  entire  separation 
should  be  realized  between  government  and  all  | 
banks,  and  as  speedy  a restoration,  as  may  consist 
with  the  general  welfare,  of  the  hard  money  which 
the  banks  have  driven  out  of  circulation  ; andthese 
two  fundamental  principles,  viz.  first, _ the  total  !; 
separation  of  government  from  all  banking  opera- 
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tions,  and,  secondly,  the  earliest  possible  restora- 
tion of  permanent  hard  money  circulation,  your 
memorialists  respectfully  represent  to  congress  as 
the  will  of  the  people  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  object  of  this  memorial  to  congress,  there- 
fore, is,  that  no  delay  may  be  suffered  to  prevent 
the  accomplishment  of  those  ends,  but  that  forth- 
with, during  the  present  session  of  congress,  the 
senate  and  house  of  representatives  may  be  induc- 
ed to  enact  such  laws  as,  under  the  praiseworthy 
recommendations  of  the  president,  which  your  me- 
morialists believe  are  in  perfect  accordance  with 
the  will  of  the  people,  may,  as  soon  as  possible, 
afford  relief  from  the  present  banking  inconveni- 
[ence. 

I Whereupon  the  undersigned,  by  this  memorial 
aud  remonstrance,  respectfully  but  earnestly  re- 
quest that  congress,  especially  the  senators  and  re- 
aresentatives  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  will 
'ose  no  time  in  accomplishing  this  important  object. 

C.  J.  Ingersoll,  George  M.  Keiin,  William  L. 
Miller,  George  Shilleto,  William  Curll,  James  Do- 
nagan,  James  Clarke,  John  Fulton,  David  Gilmore, 
William  High,  John  Ritter,  Thomas  Weaver,  Sanrl. 
Cleavinger,  Jabez  Hyde,  Thomas  Hastings,  Mark 
Oarrah,  R.  G.  White,  C.  Myers,  Samuel  C.  Bon- 
ram,  John  Foulkrod,  Abm.  Heltf'enstein,  Jacob 
Btickel,  J.  R.  Donnell,  H.  Gold  Rogers,  Joel  K. 
;\Iann,  Tobias  Sellers,  Henry  Sheetz,  Jacob  Krebs, 
[Wm.  Smyth,  Geo.  Smith,  Ezra  S.  Hayhurst,  Wm. 
iGearhart,  John  J.  W.  Cohen,  Ephraim  Banks,  Wm. 
[Overfield,  Virgil  Grenell,  James  Kennedy,  Wil- 
iam Brown,  Geo.  W.  Riter,  Robt.  Fleming,  Jos. 
|Fry,  jr.  D.  Nevin,  R.  M.  Crain,  Thomas  Taggart, 
Alex.  Magee,  Jno.  B.  Sterigere,  Lebbeus  L.  Bige- 
ow,  John  A.  Gamble,  Geo.  T.  Crawford,  David 
[Lyons,  Geo.  W.  Woodward,  John  Cummin,  C. 
Brown,  Thos.  S.  Bell,  Pierce  Butler,  Andrew  Bed- 
ford, A.  H.  Read,  Jacob  Dillinger,  Hiram  Payne, 
f Philadelphia,  Feb.  15,  1S3S. 
j Mr.  Buchanan,  in  presenting  this  memorial,  said 
hat  in  point  of  talents,  integrity  and  patriotism, 
hese  gentlemen  were  equal  to  any  other  fifty-nine 
gentlemen  who  could  be  selected  in  Pennsylvania 
>r  any  other  state  of  the  union.  He  bad  the  plea- 
sure of  knowing  them  all,  or  nearly  all,  personally, 
ind  their  opinion  on  any  subject  was  entitled  to 
lie  highest  consideration  and  respect  from  this 
pody.  Besides,  no  gentlemen  could  have  a better 
upportunity  than  they  had  of  knowing  the  feelings 
ind  wishes  of  the  people  of  Pennsylvania,  in  re- 
card  to  the  sub-treasury  bill,  or  any  other  question 
if  public  importance. 

Mr.  Buchanan  presented  a memorial  from  citi- 
zens of  the  borough  and  county  of  Erie,  similar  to 
hat  which  had  been  presented  by  his  colleague, 
ind. also  animadverted  upon  the  manner  in  which 
Pennsylvania  had  been  neglected. 

Mr.  Walker,  from  the  committee  on  public  lands, 
o which  had  been  referred  the  bill  to  cede  the 
mblic  lands  to  the  states  in  which  they  lie  on  cer- 
ain  conditions,  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  from  the  committee  on 
mblic  lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  resolution 
Greeting  an  inquiry  into  the  expediency  of  relin 

I [[uishing  to  the  state  of  Alabama  her  two  per  cent. 
l'  fund,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  state  to  make 
‘ ertain  roads,  reported  a bill  for  that  purpose, 

vhich  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a second  reading. 
e Mr.  Walker  submitted  the  following  resolution, 

- vhich  was  considered  and  adopted  : 

’•  Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  public  lands  be 

II  astructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  ceding 
)•  n reasonable  terms  to  the  states  in  which  they  are 

ituate,  the  public  lands  annually  inundated  by  the 
)■  rlississippi  river,  its  tributaries  and  outlets. 

• j Mr.  Alouton  presented  the  resolutions  of  the  le- 
d islature  of  Louisiana,  in  favor  of  the  pre-emption 
iw,  for  the  benefit  of  actual  settlers  on  the  public 
d rnds  in  that  state,  excluding  floats:  read,  laid  on 
ite  he  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

:n  The  bill  to  establish  two  additional  land  offices 
'*  a that  part  of  the  territory  of  Wisconsin  west  of 
(I  le  Mississippi,  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed, 
lie  The  bill  providing  for  the  reduction  and  gradua- 
a-  on  of  the  price  of  the  public  lands  vvas  taken  up  ; 
ol,  nd, 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Walker,  it  was  postponed  to, 
nd  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Thursday  next. 
The  bill  for  the  relief  of  major  general  Alexan- 
cr  Macomb  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Hubbard  suggested  that  the  bill  had  better 
e passed  over,  as  the  senator  from  Pennsylvania 
ished  to  address  the  senate  on  the  subject,  and  it 
/as  now  too  near  the  time  of  taking  up  the  special 

rder. 

[ Mr.  Buchanan  explained  that  it  was  not  general 
| Iacomb’s  bill  that  he  wished  to  speak  on,  but  the 
abject  ot  brevet  pay,  which  he  understood  was 
lvolved  in  it,  on  which  he  wished  to  say  a few 


words.  This  subject  of  brevet  pay,  he  said,  would 
involve  not  one,  but  a great  many  cases.  He  vvas 
ready  to  say  what  he  had  to  say  whenever  the  sena- 
tor from  New  Hampshire  chose  to  take  up  the  bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hubbard,  the  bill  was  then 
postponed,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Mon- 
day next. 

The  following  bills  were  severally  read  the  se- 
cond time  and  considered  as  in  committee  of  the 
wdiolc,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  read- 
ing: The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Allan  A.  Moore; 

the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Burgess  ; the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Abraham  Lansing;  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Sarah  Murphy  ; and  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  John  Krepps. 

The  bill  lor  the  relief  of  Nicholas  Hedges,  was 
read  the  second  time  and  rejected. 

Mr.  Davis  then  rose  and  resumed  his  unfinished 
remarks  of  yesterday,  occupying  the  floor  of  the 
senate  until  3!  o’clock,  when, 

Mr.  Strange  intimated  his  intention  of  address- 
ing the  senate  on  the  subject,  but,  as  it  was  then 
late  in  the  day,  would,  if  no  senator  desired  to  call 
up  the  business,  move  an  adjournment. 

Mr.  Walker  then  moved  that  the  senate  proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  executive  business,  which 
was  agreed  to,  and  the  doors  were  accordingly 
closed,  and,  after  spending  a short  time  in  secret 
session,  the  senate  adjourned. 

March  2.  After  the  presentation  of  petitions, 
and  the  transaction  of  some  business  of  minor  im- 
portance, 

Mr.  Prentiss  having,  agreeably  to  notice,  asked 
and  obtained  leave,  introduced  a bill  to  prohibit  the 
giving  or  receiving  a challenge  within  this  district 
to  fight  a duel,  and  tor  the  punishment  thereof. 

[This  bill  inflicts  the  punishment  of  death  on  all 
concerned  in  a duel  which  results  in  death  ; from 
five  to  ten  years  confinement  in  the  penitentiary  on 
all  concerned  in  giving  or  receiving  a challenge; 
and  from  three  to  seven  years  for  assault,  defama- 
tion, or  abuse,  for  refusing  a challenge.] 

On  introducing  this  bill,  Mr.  Prentiss  said  that, 
entertaining  the  principles  and  sentiments  he  did, 
and  representing  a people  who  acknowledge  no 
code  or  system  of  law  but  such  as  is  derived  from 
divine  authority,  or  from  regularly  constituted  and 
established  civil  government,  he  had  felt  it  to  be  a 
duty,  with  which  lie  could  not  dispense,  to  intro- 
duce this  bill.  In  doing  so,  (said  Mr.  P.)  I have 
been  moved  by  no  mere  transient  or  fugitive  feel- 
ing of  the  moment ; by  no  mere  excitement,  grow- 
ing out  of  a very  recent  and  very  lamentable  event ; 
though  it  is  somewhat  difficult,  I must  confess,  en- 
tirely to  repress  or  overcome  the  emotions  which 
that  event  has  produced.  Although  the  event  to 
which  I allude  has  carried,  as  wm  all  know  it  has, 
lamentation  am!  woe,  unspeakable,  unutterable  an- 
guish and  agony  of  heart,  to  an  innocent  and  unof- 
fending family,  and  is  fitted  to  awaken,  here  and 
every  where,  sensations  of  the  deepest  grief  and 
sorrow;  notwithstanding  all  this,  I have  nothing  to 
do,  nothing  to  sav,  concerning  the  transaction,  in 
my  place  here.  It  is  past  and  gone.  We  cannot 
recall  the  dead  to  life.  We  cannot  repairthe  wrong 
ami  injury  which  have  been  done.  But  we  can 
provide  for  the  future.  We  can  do  what  becomes 
us  to  prevent  so  fatal,  so  heart-rending  an  occur- 
rence hereafter. 

Sir,  (continued  Mr.  P.)  in  bringing  in  this  bill,  I 
have  acted,  as  I have  said,  from  no  mere  impulse  or 
overwrought  sensibility  ; from  no  mere  temporary 
excited  feeling.  I have  been  influenced  by  higher, 
more  stable,  and  lasting  motives  ; by  principles  of 
action  deeper  settled,  more  permanent  and  endur- 
ing; principles  which  remain  the  same  in  all  times 
and  under  all  circumstances.  I am  influenced  by 
principles  which  look  upon  duelling  as  a crime  ; as 
an  offence  against  high  heaven  ; forbidden  and  con- 
demned alike  by  religion  ami  morality,  by  the  laws 
of  God  and  man. 

Sir,  I might  here,  with  no  impropriety,  speak  of 
the  spirit  of  insubordination  and  lawless  violence 
which  is  abroad  in  the  land,  infecting  and  perva- 
ding, it  would  seern,  entire  communities,  threaten- 
ing the  subversion  of  the  established  institutions  of 
the  country,  amt  which,  if  not  checked  and  sub- 
dued, will  it  is  to  be  feared,  sooner  or  later,  overthrow 
all  law  and  all  government,  and  open  the  way  to  bru- 
tal anarchy  and  misrule  to  scenes  of  civil  strife  and 
disorder,  as  sanguinary,  as  terrific,  as  any  which 
marked  the  ferocious  and  bloody  annals  of  revolu- 
tionary France. 

But,  sir,  my  purpose  is  confined  to  a single  a par- 
ticular object.  It  is  to  prohibit  and  suppress  a prac- 
tice here,  which,  if  not  stopped,  must  ultimately, 
in  addition  to  other  deplorable  consequences  of  a 
private  and  social  nature,  put  an  end  to  all  freedom 
of  debate  and  action,  in  your  halls  of  legislation, 
banish  from  them  all  just  and  rightful  authority, 


and  substitute  the  dominion  of  mere  brute  force  in 
its  place. 

Mr  President,  in  bringing  forward  this  measure, 
I repeat  I have  acted  from  a high  serse  of  duty. 
The  moral  and  religious  principles  in  which  I have 
been  educated,  and  which  I regard  as  binding  upon 
me  in  all  circumstances  and  situations,  whether 
public  or  private,  in  which  1 am  placed,  would  not 
allow  me  to  hold  a seat  here,  and  remain  inactive 
in  this  matter.  And  I call  upon  senators,  upon 
grave,  considerate  senators,  heads  of  families,  fa- 
titers  of  the  land,  to  interpose  their  authority  and 
influence  to  stay  a practice  as  unsuited  to  the  en- 
lightened age  in  which  vve  live,  as  it  is  revolting  to 
the  moral  and  religious  feeling  of  the  country.  I 
call  upon  them  by  their  regard  to  (he  rising  genera- 
tion, upon  whom  (he  hopes  of  the  country  rest;  by 
their  regard  to  the  eternal  and  immutable  princi- 
ples of  moral  rectitude;  by  every  consideration  of 
justice  and  humanity;  by  the  duty  (hey  owe  to 
God  and  their  country,  to  give  their  aid  and  sup- 
port to  a measure  demanded  by  the  moral  sense  of 
the  nation,  and  no  less  necessary  to  maintain  free- 
dom of  discussion  here,  than  it  is  essential  to  per- 
sonal security,  and  to  the  preservation  of  law,  li- 
berty, and  social  order. 

The  bill  was  then  read  twice,  by  general  con- 
sent, and  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  judi- 
ciary. 

Several  private  bills  were  read  a third  time  and 
passed;  after  which  a number  of  similar  bills  were 
severally  considered  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a third  reading. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  sub- 
treasury bill. 

Mr.  Strange  addressed  the  senate  until  4 o’clock, 
in  favor  of  the  bill,  when,  without  having  conclu- 
ded his  remarks,  he  yielded  the  floor  lor  a motion 
for  adjournment;  and 

The  senate  adjourned  till  to-morrow, 

MarchH.  After  the  presentation  and  reference 
of  a number  of  petitions,  ike. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  the  resolu- 
tion formerly  offered  by  him,  and  laid  on  the  table, 
calling  on  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  for  state- 
ments of  the  amount,  &c.  of  public  land  granted  to 
certain  new  states,  and  of  that  sold  within  their  re- 
spective limits,  was  taken  up,  modified  by  Mr.  S. 
so  as  to  confine  it  to  Indiana,  and  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Davis,  having  referred  to  a resolution  for- 
merly offered  by  him  calling  on  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  tor  a copy  of  the  reply  of  the  Messrs. 
Blunt,  to  a statement  of  the  fifth  auditor  in  relation 
to  light-houses,  and  to  the  reply  of  the  secretary  of 
tile  treasury  to  that  resolution,  that  there  was  no 
such  document  in  the  department,  said  this  reply 
of  the  Messrs.  Blunt  had  since  been  forwarded. 
Mr.  D.  woulrTstate  that  these  gentlemen  had  turn- 
ed their  attention  to  this  subject,  and  had  made  a 
communication  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  to 
which  the  fifth  auditor  had  made  a reply.  This 
document,  which  Mr.  D.  had  in  his  possession,  was 
the  rejoinder  of  the  Messrs.  Blunt.  Mr.  D.  had 
looked  it  over,  and  found  that  it  contained  a great 
deal  of  information  important  and  useful  to  the 
country.  He  would  now’  present  it,  and  move  that 
it.  be  printed  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  com- 
merce. 

Mr.  D.  wished  to  add,  that  from  information  de- 
rived from  ttiis  and  other  sources,  he  was  convinc- 
ed that  the  system  of  light-dionses  in  this  country 
vvas  greatly  inferior  to  those  of  France  arid  of  Eng- 
land. This  subject  was  important  and  necessary 
to  the  public  safety  and  interest.  It  was  important 
in  this,  that  many  of  our  light-houses  emitted  but 
a feeble  light,  which  could  be  seen  only  a few  miles, 
in  consequence  of  imperfection  in  the  reflectors; 
whereas,  in  France  such  improvements  tmd  been 
made  that  they  could  be  seen  as  far  as  the  figure  of 
the  earth  would  allow.  They  had  been  seen  at  the 
distance  of  thirty  miles.  This  document  proved 
that  some  of  our  light  bouses  were  in  a very  unsa- 
tisfactory .condition.  In  one  case  a vessel  with  a 
cargo  worth  $300,000  had  been  lost,  because  ti  e 
light  could  be  seen  but  a short  distance.  Such 
lights,  if  depended  on  at  all,  were  worse  than  none. 
The  committee  on  commerce  had,  last  year,  insert- 
ed a clause  improving  the  light-house  bill.  Some 
light-houses  had  been  so  badly  located  that  they 
had  never  been  lighted  ; others  w ere  found  to  be  of 
ver;  little  utility;  and  it  was  required  by  that  bill 
that  an  examination  should  be  made,  under  direc- 
tion of  the  navy  commissioners,  of  every  spot  on 
which  it  was  proposed  to  erect  a light-house.  The 
consequences  had  been,  that  there  was  now  up- 
wards of  $200,000  of  the  appropriations  lor  this 
purpose  remaining  unexpended,  because  the  pro- 
posed sites  were  deemed  to  be  bad.  But  the  great 
object  in  this  document  did  not  relate  so  much  to 
the  location  as  to  the  improved  character  of  the 
light.  Mr.  D.  hoped  the  committee  would  look  in- 
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to  the  subject,  and  report  to  the  senate  if  any  im- 
provements could  be  made. 

The  document  was  referred  to- the  committee  cn 
commence,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  bills  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  J.  Lawler  and 
S.  M.  Niles;  of  D.  M . Boharian  ; of  Francis  Gard- 
iner ; of  Benjamin  Moore;  of  Eli  Horton  ; of  J-ohh 
M.  Oliver;  of  the  heirs  of  general  William  Eaton; 
and  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  uniform  payment  for 
horses  lost  in  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States,,  were  severally  read  a third  time  and  passed. 

The  bills  for  the  relief  of  Jonathan.  Davis,  of 
Mary  A.  Patrick,  and  of  Philip  Revere  and  his  le- 
gal representatives  were  severally  considered,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

Various  private  bills  from  the  other  house  were 
read  twice,  and  referred. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  sub- 
treasury  bill. 

Mr.  Strange  concluded  his  remarks  on  this  sub- 
ject in.  favor  of  the  bill. 

Mr..  Merrick  having  expressed  his  desire  to  speak 
on  the  subject  on  Monday, 

The- senate  adjourned,  after  an  executive  session. 

March  5.  The  following  among,  other  memori- 
als, &c.  were  presented  this  day. 

By  Mr.  Clay  : from  Jonathan  Thomson,  o-f  New 
York,  stating  that  he  had  been  for  many  years  col- 
lector of  that  port,  more  than  #100,000,000  of  the 
public  money  having  passed  through  his  hands; 
that  he  had  fulfilled  all  his  engagements  to  the  last 
cent;  and  praying  the  surrender  of  the  various 
bonds  he  hail  given).  Referred,  on  the  suggestion 
of  Mr.  Wright,  to  the  committee  on  the  judiciary. 

By  Mr.  Wright : from  William  Wells  and  other 
citizens  of  Buffalo*  praying  congress  to  pass  a la  w 
to  indemnify  him  lor  the  loss-  of  the  steamboat  Ca- 
roline. 

By  Mr.  Clay  : a-  memorial’ from  citizens  of  Hamp- 
shire- county,  Virginia,  remonstrating  against  the 
exaction  of  specie  by  the  post  office  department, 
and  stating  that  Stockton,  and  Stokes,  the  mail  con- 
tractors, whilst  they  were  receiving  specie,  were 
issuing  their  small,  notes  to-  an  unknown  amount. 
Mr.  Clay  moved- that  this  memorial  be  referred  to 
the  committee  on  the  post  office  and  post  roads. 

Mr..  Grundy  objected,  regarding  it  a.s  a matter  of 
finance..  Mr.  Clay  was  satisfied’  that  to  whichever 
committee  it  might  go,  there  would  be  no- remedy 
provided.  But  if  the  shin-plasters  mentioned  in 
the  memorial  were  to-be  suppressed, it  was  the  ap- 
propriate business  of  the  post  office  committee. 

Mr.  Grundy  disclaimed  such  jurisdiction,  for  that 
committee,  and  the  memorial;  was  referred  to  the 
committee  on  finance. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  committee  on  finance,  made 
an  unfavorable  report  on.  the  act  of  the  legislative 
councili  of  Wisconsin,  chartering  the  State  bank  of 
Wisconsin  and  Prairie  du  Chien*  together  with  a 
joint  resolution  annulling  that  act.  Read,  ordered 
to  a second  reading,  and  the  report  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  B’ueTtanan,  from  the  committee  on-  foreign  re- 
lations, reported  the  bill  referred  to- them, providing 
for  the  maintenance  of  aur  frontier  neutrality,  with 
various-  amendments,  restricting  the  seizures  to 
“ arms  and  munitions  of  war,”  and  limiting  toshi-ps- 
at  sea  the  proviso-,  that  the  action  under  the  bill 
shall  not  interfere  with  any  trade  carried  on  accord- 
ing to- existing  treaties  and  the  law  of  nations,  thus 
excluding  the  frontier  contermmious  trade  from  an  ' 
appeal,  unclertlie  bill, Jo  said  law  and  treaties  ; al- 
so, limiting  the  bill  to  two  years,  from  apprehended 
practical  imperfections.  The  other  amendments 
were  slight 

The  amendments-  were  concurred  in,  and  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading ;, 
subsequently  read  a third  time  and  passed,  and  re- 
turned to  the  other  house  for  concurrence  in  the 
amendments. 

[See  the  bill  in  the- proceedings  of  the  house  on 
Friday  last.] 

The  following  resolutions  were  offered  and  agreed 
to: 

By  Mr.  Webster calling  on  the  secretaries  of 
the  w:ar,  navy,  and  treasury  departments,  for  the 
names  of  all  persons,  in  and  since  the  year  1832, 
appointed  as  pension  agents;  the  authority  under 
wbieh  the  appointments  were  made;-  copies  of  the 
instructions  given  them  ;■  the  forms  of  commission  ; 
the  sums  advanced  to  them,  and  the  times  of  those 
advances ; the  amount  paid  at  each  office  ; the  ave- 
rage balances  remaining ; and  the  average  balance 
remaining  in  the  hands  of  each  agent  at  a time 
named’;  together  with  copies  of  all  letters  from 
pension  agents  asking  advances,  or  other  compen- 
sation. 

B-v  Mr.  Linn:  instructing  the  committee  on  the 
public  lands  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  grant- 
ing to  a company  in  Wisconsin  certain  pre-emption 
rights,  to  enable  them  to  construct  a canal  between 


the- Wisconsin  and  Fox  rivers,  together  with  a copy 
of  the  charter  of  said  company. 

By  Mr.  King  : instructing  the  committee  on  fi- 
nance to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  paying  to 
merchants  of  Mobile  the  costs  incurred  by  them  in 
renewing  their  duty  bonds,  which,  Mr.  K.  stated, 
sometimes  equalled  half  the  whole  amount  of  the 
bonds,  and  had  in  no  case  been  less  than  one-fourth; 
a loss  which  they  would  not  have  incurred  if  they 
had  not  believed  that  the  act  of  congress  would  re- 
lieve, instead  of  thus  oppressing  them,  in  its  effect. 

By  Mr.  Wright:  referring  to  the  committee  on 
finance  so-  much  of  the  report  of  the  secretary  of 
war  to  the  president  as  relates  to  the  safe-keeping. 
&.C.  of  money  appropriated  for  Indian  tribes  and  in- 
dividual Indians. 

By  Mr.  Young:  calling  on  the  secretary  of  war 
for  a copy  of  a recent  report  of  a survey  with  re- 
ference to  improvements  in  the  Illinois  and  Kas- 
kaskias  rivers,  with  an  estimate  of  the  expenses  ne  • 
cessary  to  remove  the  various  obstructions  to  navi- 
gation. , 

The  house  bill  making  appropriations  for  revolu- 
tionary and  other  pensioners-  for  1838,  was  read 
twice  and  referred. 

The  bills  for  the  relief  of  Jonathan  Davis,  of  Da- 
vid A.  Patrick,  and  of  Philip  Revere  and  his  legal 
representatives,  were  severally  read  a third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  sub- 
treasury bill. 

Mr.  Merrick  spoke  in  opposition  to  the  bill  tilt 
half  past  3 o’clock,  resting  his  objections  on  vari- 
ous particulars,  and  arguing  especially  against  an 
exclusive  metallic  currency. 

Mr.  NorvelT  having  obtained  the  floor  for  to-mor- 
row, the  senate  held’ an  executive  session;  after 
which, 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Bargy,  and  the  bill 
to  establish  an  additionat  land  office  in  Michigan, 
were  severally  considered,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a third  reading. 

The  senate  considered,  at  much  length,  the  bill 
to  create  a surveyor  general’s  office  for  the  state  ot 
Illinois. 

Mr.  Davis  caltpd  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
question  of  its  engrossment,  which  were  ordered, 
and  there  appeared — yeas  16.  nays  10.  This  num- 
ber not  being  a quorum,  the  senate  adjourned. 

March  6.  Among  the  petitions  presented  to-day 
were  the  following: 

By  Mr.  Linn:  from  a company  in  Wisconsin, 
praying  a grant  of  land  for  the  construction  of  a 
canal  near  Milwaukie. 

By  Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky:  from  Mr.  Watson, 
of  New  York,  a scheme  for  a national  internal  im- 
provement and  loan  company,  as  a regulator  of  the 
currency,  and  fiscal  agent  of  the  government 

By  Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana:  a joint  resolution  of 
the  general  assembly  of  the  state  of  Indiana,  in- 
structing her  senators  and  requesting  her  represen- 
tatives to  use  their  best  endeavors  to  procure  the 
passage  of  a law  providing  1 1 1 rat  notes  of  all  the 
state  banks  that  may  redeem  their  notes  in  specie 
on  demand,  shall  be  received  in  payment  of  the 
public  lands. 

Mr.  S.  said  he  was  very  happy  to  find  that  his 
colleague  and  himself  had  not  been  mistaken  in 
supposing  that  such  was  the  opinion  of  the  state. 
He  entirely  concurred  with  the  legislature  on  this 
particular  point.  He  had  already  given  his  views 
at  large  on  the  whole  subject,  and  he  would  not 
detain  the  senate,  at  this  time,  further  than  merely 
to  say  that  it  would  afford  hi-ro  great  pleasure  to 
aid  in  the  object  of  the  resolution.  The  resolution 
spoke  of  public  lands  alone  for  which  the  paper  of 
a specie-paying  banks  should  be  received.  Mr.  S. 
went  the  whole  on  that  point;  he  would  extend  the 
principle  to  all  government  dues,  a.s  embraced  by 
the  amendment  of  the  senator  from  Virginia  to  the- 
sub-treasury  bill,  ami  be  would  go  for  that  amend- 
ment as  the  only  plan  submitted,  or  likely  to  be,  to 
carry  into  effect  that  principle  at  the  present  ses- 
sion. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  S',  the- resolution  was  laid  upon 
the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed'. 

A message  was  received  from  the-  president  of 
the  United’  States,  througli  Mi1.  A.  Yan  Buren,  his 
private  secretary. 

Mr.  Clayton,  from  the  committee  on  the  judi- 
ciary, reported  the  bill  referred  to  them  to  prevent 
the  giving  or  accepting  of  challenges  to  duels  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  with  amendments,  the 
principal  one  of  which  was  the  substituting  for  the 
penalty  of  death,  from  ten  to  twenty  years’ confine- 
ment in  the  penitentiary. 

The  amendments  were  read,  and  the  bill  was 
made  the  special  order  for  Monday  next. 

After  several  other  bills  of  minor  importance  had 
been  reported, 


Mr.  Niles  offered  the  following,  which  being  ob- 
jected to,  lies  over  one  day: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  and 
the  postmaster  general  be  directed  to  communicale 
to  the  senate  copies  of  an}'  correspondence  between' 
their  respective  departments  and  the  Metropolis 
bank  of  this  district,  with  a statement  of  facts 
touching  the  conduct  of  that  bank  as-  a public  de- 
pository and  fiscal  agent,  and  particularly  in  rela- 
tion to- the  conduct  of  that  bank  in  attempting  to 
retain  the  public  money  in  its  possession,  to  pay 
pretended  elaims  not  allowed  by  competent  autho- 
rity. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill, 
to  create  a surveyor  general’s  office  for  the  state  of 
Illinois. 

Mr.  Prentiss  moved  to-  amend  the  bill  by  striking 
out  the  salary  of  #2,000  and  inserting  1,200. 

After  a protracted  conversation  by  Messrs.  Clay, 
of  Alabama,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Young,  Walker r 
and  others,  the  amendment  was  carried — yeas  20, 
nays  18;  and, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  the  bill, 
was,  for  the  present,  laid  on  the  table — yeas  20-, 
nays  15. 

The  bills  to  create  an.  additional  land  office  in- 
Michigan,  and  forother  purposes;  and  lbrthe  relief 
of  Peter  Bargy,  were  severally  read  a third  timer  li 
and  passed. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration'  of  ther  ji 
sub-treasury  bill,  and  the  substitute  for  it  offeree?'  || 
by  Mr.  Rives.  Mr.  Norvell  spoke  two  hours  in 
favor  of  the  bill.  No  other  senator  rising  to  speak  1 
on  the  question — Mr.  Tullmadgc  remarked  that  se- 
veral senators  were  at  present  absent,  he  therefore 
moved  to  postpone  the  bill  until  to-morrow  morn- 
ing, with  the  understanding  that  the  vote  should  be 
taken  on  Mr.  Rives’s  substitute.  Mr.  WriglJ 
would  consent  to. the  delay,  b«t  preferred  that  the 
bfll  should  be  passed  informally,  that  it  might  not 
loose  its  place  in  point  of  precedence.  Mr.  Bu-\ 
chanan  then  rose,  and  said  he  had  been  waiting  some 
time  for  an  occasion  on  which  it  would  l^e  pro- 1 
per  for  him,  in  obedience  to  the  instructions  which 
he  had  received  from  the  legislature  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, to  move  to  postpone  this  bill  till  Hie  next  ses^l 
sion  of  congress.  Mr.  B’s  colleague  (Mr.  McKean); 
had  told  him  that  he  thought  the  period  for  this  j 
motion  had  arrived  several  days  ago.  Mr.  B.  now 
moved  that  the  bill  be  postponed  until  the  next  ses- 
sion  of  congress,  with  the  understanding  that  the 
vote  should  be  taken  on  this  question  to-morrow 
morning,  prior  to  the  vote  on  Mr.  Rives’s  substitute; 
and  Mr.  B.  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  this 
motion,  which  were  ordered. 

The  bill  was  then  informally  passed  aver. 

The  bill  to  maintain  our  neutrality  on  the  fron- 
tier was  received,  from- the  house,  taken  up  by  the 
senate,  and  on  account  of  the  supposed  importance 
of  the  senate’s  amendment,  in  which  the  house  ha< 
non-concnrred,  ( the  amendment  excluding  the 
frontier  conterminious  trade  lioin  an  appeal  1r 
treaties  and  the  law  of  nations,)  the  bill  was,  foi 
the  present,  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Walker, 

The  bill  to  create  a surveyor  general’s  office  if 
the  slate  of  Illinois,  was  taken  up,  and  after  a brie 
conversation,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  of  Ky. 
was  again  laid  on  the  table.  Ayes  20,  noes  no 
counted. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  tin 
bill  supplementary  to  the  “Act  to  amend  the  judi 
ciary  system  of  the  United  States.”  After  som- 
conversation  of  a legal  character, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  the  bill  was  laid  up 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Buchanan  stated  that  he  had  consulted  till 
committee  on  finance  in  relation  to  the  amendmer 
of  the  senate,  non-concnrred  in  by  the  house,  t 
the  bill  to  maintain  our  frontier  neutrality;  and  the 
had  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  senate  ought  li 
insist  on  their  amendment  on  account  of  its  impo 
tance.  He,  therefore,  moved  that  the  bill  be  taka 
up,  that  the  senate  do  insist,  and  appoint  on  the 
part,  a committee  of  conference,  in  case  the  horn- 
should  insist  on  its  non-concurrence. 

These  motions  were  severally  and  successive 
agreed  to. 

The  senate  adjourned  after  an  executive  sessio 

March  7.  We  are  indebted  to  the  “Globe”  1 
the  following  abstract  of  this  day’s  proceeding 
They  wifi  be  recorded  in  detail  in  our  next. 

In  the  senate  to-day,  the  presentation  by  1VI 
Tallmadge  of  the  memorial  of  certain  citizens 
New  York  against  the  independent  treasu 
scheme,  gave  rise  to  a debate  of  the  most  interesl 
ing  character,  in  which  Messrs.  Tetlhnadge,  TUcj 
ster,  and  Wright,  took  part.  After  the  dischar  I 
of  some  business  of  little  general  interest,  the  quel 
tion  came  up,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Buchanan, 
postpone  the  consideration  of  the  independe< 
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(treasury  bill  until  the  next  session  of  congress.  A 
law  remarks  were  made  by  Messrs.  Calhoun , Web- 
ster, Morris , and  Preston,  when  the  question  was 
taken  on  the  motion  to  postpone,  and  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative  by  the  (billowing  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Buchanan,  Clay,  of 
Kentucky,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Grundy, 
Knight,  McKean,  Merrick,  Prentiss,  Preston, 
Rives,  Robbins,  Haggles,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  South- 
ard, Spence,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Webster, 
and  White— 23. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cutbbert,  Fulton,  Hub- 
bard, King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Morris,  Mou- 
ton,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norveli,  Pierce,  Roane,  Rob- 
inson, Sevier,  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Strange, 
Trotter,  Walker,  Wall,  Williams,  Wright,  and 
Young — 29. 

An  amendment  to  Mr.  Hives's  substitute  was 
then  moved  by  Mr.  Preston.  After  remarks  by 
Messrs.  Preston,  Rives,  Clay,  and  Buchanan,  the 
senate,  at  a late  hour  in  the  afternoon,  went  into 
executive  business. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  March  2.  Mr..  Gr.ennell,  of  Massachu- 
setts, and  Mr.  Grantland,  of  Georgia,  were  an- 
nounced as  being  appointed  by  the  chair  to  fill  the 
vacancies  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Mr. 
Briggs  and  Mr.  Harrison,  on  the  select  committee 
to  investigate  the  causes  of  the  deaths  of  the  late 
bon.  Jonathan  Cilley, 

In  the  place  of  Mr  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Craig,  of 
Virginia,  is  now  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
revolutionary  claims,  and  Mr.  Potter  was  appointed 
to  fill  up  the  vacancy  on  said  committee. 

Mr.  Adams  asked  the  consent  of  the  house  to 
submit  a motion  to  grant  the  use  of  the  hall-on 
Tuesday  eveningnext  to  Mr.  Buckingham,  to  deli- 
ver a public  introductory  lecture  on  the  subject  of 

Egypt. 

Objection  being  made,  Mr.  A.  moved  a suspen- 
sion of  the  rule;  when  .the  vote  being  78  to  41,  no 
quorum, 

Mr.  Boon  called  for  t'he  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were — yeas  92,  nays  ’60. 

Repoits  of  committees  were  then  called  for.  After 
several  had  been  received,  the  house  passed  to  the 
special  order,  being  the  neutrality  bill,  reported 
by  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs  yesterday,  the 
senate  bill  having  been  laid  on  the  table  this  morn- 
ing. This  important  bill  was  as  follows: 

A bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  “An  act  in  ad- 
dition to  the  act  for  the  punishment  of  certain 
crimes  against  the  United  States,  and  to  repeal 
the  acts  therein  mentioned,”  approved  twentieth 
of  April,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighteen. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  re- 
presentatives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  con- 
gress assembled,  That  the  several  collectors,  naval 
olficers,  surveyors,  inspectors  of  customs,  the  mar- 
shals and  deputy  marshals  of  the  United  States,  and 
every  other  officer  who  may  be  specially  empower- 
ed I'or  the  purpose  by  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  respectively 
■authorised  and  required  to  seize  and  detain  any 
vessel  or  other  means  or  materials  which  may  be 
provided  or  prepared  for  any  military  expedition 
or  enterprise,  contrary  to  the  sixth  section  of  the 
act  passed  on  the  twentieth  of  April,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  eighteen,  entitled  “An  act  in"  addition  to 
the  act  for  the  punishmentof  certain  crimes  against 
the  United  States,  and  to  repeal  the  acts  therein 
mentioned,”  and  to  retain  possession  of  the  same 
until  the  decision  of  the  president  be  had  thereon, 
or  until  the  same  shall  be  released  as  herinafler  di- 
rected. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted , That  the  seve- 
ral officers  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  section  shall 
be  and  they  are  hereby,  rsspeelfully  authorised  and 
required  to  seize  any  vessel  or  vehicle,  and  all 
arms  or  munitions  of  war,  about  to  pass  the  fron- 
tier of  the  United  States  for  any  place  within  any 
foreign  state  or  colony  conterminous  with  the  Uni- 
ted States,  where  the  character  of  the  vessel  or  ve- 
hicle and  tlie  quantity  of  arms  and  munitions,  or 
other  circumstances,  shall  furnish  probable  cause 
to  believe  that  the  said  vessel  or  vehicle,  arms,  or 
munitions  of  war,  aft  intended  to  be  emploved  by 
the  owner  or  owners  thereof,  or  anv  other  person 
or  persons,  with  his  or  their  privity,  in  carrying  on 
any  military  expedition  or  operations  within  the 
territory  or  dominions  of  any  foreign  prince  or 
state,  or  any  colony,  district,  or  people  conter- 
minous with  the  United  States,  and  with  whom  the 
United  Slates  are  at  peace,  and  detain  the  same 
until  the  decision  of  the  president  be  had  for  the 
restoration  of  the  same,  or  until  such  property 
shall  !»e  discharged  by  the  judgment  of  a court  of 
competent  jurisdiction:  Provided,  That  nothing  in 


this  act  contained  be  so  construed  as  to  extend 
to,  or  interfere  with,  any  trade  with  or  by  the  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  to  or  vvith  any  parties  en- 
gaged in  war:  which  trade  is  now  authorised  either 
by  treaty  or  the  laws  of  nations, 

Sec.  3 And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  officer  making  any  seizure  under 
this  act,  to  make  application,  with  due  diligence, 
to  the  district  judge  of  the  district  court  of  the 
United  States  within  which  such  seizure  may  be 
made  lor  a warrant  to  justify  the  detention  oi  the 
property  so  seized,  which  warrant  shall  be  granted 
only  on  oath  or  affirmation,  showing  that  there  is 
prebable  cause  to  believe  that  the  property  so 
seized  is  intended  to  be  used  in  a manner  contrary 
to  the  provisions  of  this  act:  and  if  said  judge  shall 
refuse  to  issue  such  warrant,  or  application  there- 
for shall  not  be  made  by  fbe  officer  making  such 
seizure  within  a reasonable  time  thereafter,  the  said 
property  shall  forthwith  be  restored  to  the  owner. 
But  if  the  sa-id  judge  shall  be  -satisfied  that  the 
seizure  was  justified  under  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  and  issue  his  warrrnt  accordingly,  then  1 he 
same  shall  be  detained  by  the  officer  so  seizing 
said  property,  until  the  president  shall  order  it  to 
be  restored  to  the  owner  ©r  claimant,  or  until  it 
shall  be  discharged  in  due  course  oflaw,  on  the  pe- 
tition of  the  clamant,  as  hereinafter  provided. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  owner 
err  claimant  of  any  property  seized  under  this  act, 
may  file  hi<  petition  in  the  circuit  or  district  court 
of  the  United  States  in  the  district  were  such  sei- 
zure was  made,  setting  forth  tire  facts  in  the  case; 
and  (hereupon  such  court  -shall  proceed,  wiih  ali 
convenient  despatch,  after  causing  due  notice  to  be 
given  to  the  district  attorney  and  officer  making 
such  seizure,  to  decide  upon  the  said  case,  and 
order  restoration  of  the  property,  unless  it  shall 
appear  that  the  seizure  was  authorised  by  this  act: 
and  the  circuit  and  district  courts  shall  have  juris-, 
diction  and  are  hereby  vested  with  full  power  and 
authority,  to  try  and  determine  all  cases  which  may 
arise  under  this  act;  and  all  issues  in  fact  arising 
under  it,  shall  be  decided  by  a jury  in  the  manner 
now  provided  by  law. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  when- 
ever the  officer  making  any  seizure  under  this  act 
shall  have  applied  for  arid  obtained  a warrant  for 
the  detention  -of  t'he  property,  or  the  claimant  shall 
have  filed  a petition  for  its  restoration,  arid  failed 
to  obtain  it,  and  the  property  so  seized,  shall  have 
been  in  the  custody  of  the  officer  for  the  term  of 
three  calendar  months  from  the  date  of  such 
seizure,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  claimant 
or  owner  to  file  with  the  officer  a bond  to  the 
amount  of  double  the  value  of  the  property  so  seiz- 
ed and  obtained,  with  at  least  two  sureties,  to  be 
approved  by  the  judge  of  the  circuit  or  district 
court,  with  a condition  that  the  property,  when  re- 
stored, shall  not  be  used  or  employed  by  the  owner 
or  owners  thereof,  or  by  any  other  person  or  per- 
sons, with  his  or  their  privity,  in  carrying  on  any 
military  expedition  or  operations  within  the  terri- 
tory or  dominions  of  any  foreign  prince  or  state, 
or  any  colony,  district,  or  people,  conterrninious 
with  the  United  States,  with  whom  the  United 
States  are  at  peace;  and  thereupon  the  said  officer 
shall  restore  such  propertjr  to  the  owner  or  claimant 
thus  giving  bond:  Provided,  that  such  restoration 
shall  not  prevent  seizure  from  being  again  made 
in  case  there  may  exist  fresh  cause  to  apprehend 
a new  violation  of  any  of  the  provisions  of  this 
act. 

Sec.  6.  And.  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every 
person  apprehended  and  committed  for  trial,  for 
any -offence  against  the  act  hereby  amended,  shall 
when  admitted  to  bail  for  his  appearance,  give 
such  additional  security  as  the  judge  admitting  him 
to  bail  may  require,  not  to  violate,  nor  to  aid  in 
violating,  any  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  hereby- 
amended. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  whenever 
the  president  of  the  United  States  shall  have  rea- 
son to  believe  that  offences  have  been,  or  are  likely 
to  be,  committed  against  the  provisions  of  the  act 
hereby  amended,  within  any  judicial  district,  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  him,  in  his  discretion,  to  direct 
the  judge,  marshal,  and  district  attorney  of  such 
district  to  attend  at  such  place  within  the  district, 
and  for  such  time  as  he  may  designate,  for  the 
purpose  of  the  more  speedy  and  convenint  arrest 
and  examination  of  persons  charged  with  the  vio- 
lation of  the  act  hereby  amended;  and  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  every  such  judge,  orother  officer,  when 
any  such  requisition  shall  be  received  by  him,  to 
attend  at  the  place  and  for  the  time  therein  desig- 
nated. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
he  lawful  for  the  president  of  the  United  States,  or 
such  person  as  he  may  empower  for  that  purpose, 
to  employ  such  part  of  the  land  or  naval  forces  of 


the  United  States,  or  of  the  militia,  as  shall  be  ne- 
cessary to  prevent  the  violation,  and  to  enforce  the 
due  execulion,  of  this  act,  and  the  act  -hereby 
amended. 

Mr.  Howard  explained  that  this  bill  had  been 
reported  by  the  committee  on  foreign  affaire,  in 
consequence  of  the  difficully  of  amending  the 
senate’s  bill  in  such  manner  as  to  meefthe  views 
of  the  .members  -of  the  house.  He  trusted  that  this 
bill  would  be  more  acceptable,  and  hoped  that  the 
clerk  would  read  it  by  sections,  so  that  the  amend- 
ments, if  any,  might  be  proposed  in  regular  order 
to  the  bill. 

The  first  section  being  read, 

Mr.  Underwood  moved  to  strike  out  t'he  -words 
which  authorized  the  president  to  release  goods 
which  may  be  taken  in -certain  cases. 

Mr.  U.  stated  the  reason  why  lie  moved  this 
amendment  to  be,  to  prohibit  the  president  from 
acting  in  a judicial  capacity. 

Mr.  Howard  stated  that  this  provision  was  intro- 
duced,'because  it  was  considered  that  the  president 
was  the  most  competent  judge  in  these  cases.  He 
was  fully  acquainted  with  our  relations  wit'll  fior- 
reign -countries,  which  made  him  more  competent 
to  judge  -in  such  cases  than  the  judges  of  courts. 
If  the  matter  was  referred  tothe  courts,  there  might 
be  difference  of  -opinion  between  the  judges  in 
consequence  of  the  information  which  was  in  their 
possession;  but  file  president,  having  all  the  infor- 
mation could  decide  more  understanding^  and 
properly.  It  was  a mere  power  to  releive  property 
that  had  been  seized,  ami  might  be  assimilated  to 
the  pardoning  power.  He  trusted,  therefore,  that 
t-he  amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Underwood  replied,  that  if  it  was  proposed, 
to  give  this  -power  to  the  president  in  consequence 
of  its  being  merely  a pardoning  power,  there  was 
no  necessity  for  it,  as  he  now  had  that  power  -under 
the  constitution  arid  laws  without  further  legislation. 
His  objection  to  the  clause  which  lie  had  moved  to 
-strike  out,  was,  that  it  invested  the  executive  with 
judicial  powers,  and  powers  which. belonged  exclu- 
sively to  the  judiciary  department;  -because  it  ena- 
bled him  to  determine  whether  or  not  an  offence 
had  been  committed.  He  api  rehended  it  would  ryot 
do  i-n  this  country  to -vest  judicial  powers  in  tbe  ex- 
ecutive. 

Mr.  McKay  considered  that  it  would  be  entirely 
improper  to  strike  out  this  clause.  It  simply  gave 
power  to  the  executive,  in  cases  where  property 
had  been  seized,  to  veJease  it.  The  law  provided 
for  the  seizure  of  property,  but  not  for  its  forfeiture, 
therefore,  it  was  proper  that  the  president  should 
have  the  power  to  release  it,  under -certain  circum- 
stances. In  case  this  amendment  prevailed,  and 
the  clause  was  struck  out,  goods  could  only  be  re- 
stored by  tile  judgment  of  courts;  and  where  they 
had  been  seized  in  consequence  of  a violation  of 
the  law,  there  must  be  great  delay  and  loss  to  the 
citizens  in  certain  cases. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  was  then  disagreed  t-o. 

The  second  section  being  read, 

Mr.  Fillmore  moved  to  strike  out  that  part  of  tire 
section  which  made  the  bill  applicable  only  to  con- 
terminous territories.  Mr.  F.  remarked  that  it 
might  be  said  that  there  was  very  little  danger  -of 
getting  into  any  difficulty  with  countries  -which  *dkl 
not  lie  contiguous  to  the  United  States;  but  he 
thought  o«-  legislation  ought  to  be  uniform.  He 
had  an  objection  to  having  a law  passed  by  con- 
gress which  subjected  bis  constituents  to  a rule 
which  was  not  general,  and  for  this  reason  he  hop- 
ed his  amendment  might  prevail. 

Mr.  Howard  remarked  (hat  it  was  nccesssary 
to  shape  our  legislation  to  the  circumstances  in 
which  we  were  placed.  We  already  had  laws 
which  were  applicable  to  expeditions  'fitted  out  for 
service  at  sea,  and  against  foreign  countries,  and  it 
now  became  necessary  to  pass  laws  to  preserve  our 
neutrality  with  conterminous  countries,  and  this  law 
had  been  introduced  to  effect  that  object.  He 
hoped  the  amendments  would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Holsey  contended  that  this  bill  was  abuuf  to 
place  us  in  tile  same  relation  to  conterminous 
countries  which  it  did  to  other  foreign  countries, 
if  it  passed,  and  urged  upon  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  to  withdraw  his  proposition  to  amend. 

Mr.  Fillmore  sustained  his  amendment  on  the 
ground  that  the  bill  created  invidious  distinctions 
which  ought  never  to  exist  in  the  legislation  of  any 
country. 

Mr.  Peck  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  this 
amendment;  but  the  house  refused  to  older  them, 
and  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Fillmore  was  disagreed 
to. 

Mr.  Everett  moved  to  strike  out  thatclause  which 
provided  that  the  law  should  not  interfere  with  the 
trade  authorized  to  be  carried  cn  by  the  laws  of 
nations:  lost. 
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Mr.  Robertson,  moved  to  strike  out  all  after  tile 
enacting  clause  to  line  sixteen,  and  insert  an 
amendment  which  hesent  to  the  chair,  providing 
that  in  all  cases  of  seizures,  affidavit  she. aid  first  be 
made,  and  a warrant  issued. 

Mr.  R.  urged  his  amendment  on  the  house,  on 
the  ground  of  the  unconstitulionality  of  making 
seizures  without  due  course  of  law,  as  was  propos- 
ed to  be  done  by  the  bill. 

Mr.  Patton  replied  to  Mr.  R.  pointing  to  the 
third  section  of  the  bill,  which  provided  that  im- 
mediately after  the  seizure,  a warrant  should  be 
obtained  in  due  form  from  some  judicial  officer,  for 
the  purpose  of  holding  the  property  seized.  This 
Fie  contended  was  all  that  was  necessary  to  guard 
against  the  abuse  of  power,  and  he  argued  that  if 
a warrant  under  oath  was  to  be  obtained  before 
seizure,  that  the  law  would  be  wholly  ineffectual, 
as  it  would  in  almost  everyinstan.ee,  if  not  in  every 
one,  be  evaded. 

Mr.  Menifee  then  addressed  the  house  at  some 
length,  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  on  the  ground  of  its 
unconstitutionality . 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Messrs. 
Legate,  Menefee,  Maxwell,  and  Underwood-,  when, 

Mr.  Cushman  said,  that  wishing  to  bring  the 
house  to  a direct  vote  on  the  question,  he  moved 
the  previous  question;  which  was  seconded— 83  to 
41,  and  the  main  question  ordered  without  a divi- 
sion. 

Mr.  Petrildn  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
main  question,  on  the  engrossment  of  the  bill;  which 
were  ordered,  and  were  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  H.  Allen,  J.  W.  Allen, 
Anderson,  Atherton,  Aycrigg,  Beatty,  Beirne,  Bell, 
Bicknell,  Briggs,  Brodhead,  Bronson,  Bruyn,  By- 
num, Cambreleng,  John  Campbell,  Wm.  B.  Car- 
ter, Chapman,  Cules,  Connor,  Corwin,  Cranston, 
Curtis,  Cushman,  Darlington  Davies,  Deberry,  De- 
Graif,  Droomgoole,  Duncan,  Elmore,  Evans,  Far- 
rington, R.  Fletcher,  Foster,  Fry,  Gallup,  J.  Gar- 
land, Gray,  Grennel,  Griffin,  Haley,  Hall,  Ham- 
mond, Harrison,  Hastings,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hen- 
ry, Holfman,  Holsey,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hubley, 
VV.  II.  Hunter,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  Jenifer,  Henry 
Johrison,  Joseph  Johnson,  Wm.  C.  Johnson,  J.  W. 
Jones,  Kemble,  Kilgore,  Klingensmith,  Lawler, 
Legare,  Leadbetter,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Logan,  Ly- 
on, James  M.  Mason,  Sampson  Mason,  Martin, 
Maxwell,  McKay,  Robert  McClellan,  Abraham 
McClellan,  McKim,  McKennan,  Mercer,  Miller, 
Moore,  Morgan,  S.  W.  Morris,  Noble,  Noyes, 
Palmer,  Parker,  Patton,  Pearce,  Phillips,  Pickens, 
Potts,  Potter,  Pratt,  Prentiss,  ltariden,  Randolph, 
Reed,  Rancher,  Rhett,  Richardson,  Ridgway, 
Rives,  Sergeant,  Sheffer,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  C.  Shep- 
ard, Sheplor,  Spencer,  Stuart,  Stone,  Stratton, 
Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Tillinghast,  Titus, 
Toucey,  Turney,  Wagener,  Webster,  A.  S.  White, 
J.  White,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  T.  T.  Whittlesey, 
L.  Williams,  J.  W.  Williams,  J.  L.  Williams — 
130. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Alexander,  Bond,  William  B. 
Calhoun,  Wm.  B.  Campbell,  Casey,  Chambers, 
Dawson,  Davee,  Dunn,  Everett,  Ewing,  Fillmore, 
Rice  Garland,  Goode,  James  Graham,  William 
Graham,  Herod,  J.  Jackson,  Nathaniel  Jones,  Mal- 
lory, Marvin,  Maury,  Menefee,  Mitchell,  Montgo- 
mery, Calvary  Morris,  Naylor,  Patterson,  Peck, 
Petrikin,  Plurner,  Pope,  Robertson,  Russell, 
Shields,  Sibley,  Slade,  Snyder,  Southgate,  Thomp- 
son, Underwood,  Sherrod  Williams,  Wise,  Yell, 
Yorke — 15. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  its  third  reading. 

The  bill  having  been  engrossed  w'as  read  a third 
time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  senate. 

The  bill  reported  this  morning  for  the  relief  of 
Potter  and  Cassedy,  of  Wilmington,  North  Caro- 
lina, was  read  a third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  directing  the  commissioner  of  the  gen- 
eral land  olfice  to  ascertain  the  quantity  of  land 
covered  by  grants  made  to  Anthony  Shane  and 
Lewis  Godfrey,  in  section  IS,  township  14,  range 
2 east,  in  Lima  district  Ohio,  was  read  a third  time 
and  passed. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  for  the  relief 
of  Paine  and  Arnold,  was  also  read  a third  time 
and  passed. 

Sundry  bills  and  a joint  resolution  from  the  sen- 
ate were  taken  up,  read  twice,  and  referred  to  then- 
appropriate  standing  committees. 

Mr.  Adams  asked  leave  to  submit  a resolution 
calling  upon  the  secretaries  of  the  treasury,  war, 
and  navy,  for  a return  of  the  names  of  pension 
agents,  agencies,  &c.  but  it  was  objected  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hopkins, 

The  house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  March  3.  A report  of  the  committee 
forthe  District  of  Columbia,  in  relation  to  the  re- 
organization of  the  orphans’ court,  was  again  taken 


up,  and  its  further  consideration  postponed  until 
Tuesday  next,  and  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  committee  on  the  judi- 
ciary, reported,  with  an  amendment,  senate  bill 
(No.  113.)  respecting  counterfeiting  copper,  gold, 
silver,  and  other  coins  of  the  United  States. 

Some  business  of  more  importance  having  been 
disposed  of, 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from 
the  secretary  of  war,  stating  that  since  the  answer 
of  the  department  of  the  6th  of  February  to  the 
resolution  of  the  house  of  the  11th  of  October, 
1837,  it  had  been  found,  on  examining  it,  that  co- 
pies of  a considerable  portion  of  the  correspon- 
dence with  general  Jesup  called  for  by  the  resolu- 
tion were  accidentally  omitted  to  be  furnished,  and 
transmitting  said  copies. 

He  also  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from  the 
secretary  of  war,  transmitting  the  testimony  taken 
under  art  order  of  the  house  of  the  3d  of  July, 
1836,  in  relation  to  the  claims  of  John  Jones  and 
others  for  work  done  on  the  Pea  Patch  island. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  proceeded  in  sup- 
port of  his  resolution,  as  modified  by  himself,  until 
the  expiration  of  the  morning  hour,  when  he  gave 
way. 

Mr  .Cambreleng  moved  to  suspend  the  rule  ap- 
propriating this  day  to  the  discussion  of  private 
bills,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  appropria- 
tion bill:  and  upon  this  motion  he  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered;  and  the  motion 
to  suspend  prevailed  by  the  following  vote,  (re- 
quiring two-thirds) — Yeas  121,  nays  36. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng,  the  pension  ap- 
propriation bill  was  taken  up,  the  question  being 
on  the  engrossment  and  third  reading  of  the  bill,  an 
animated  discussion  took  place  between  Messrs. 
Curtis,  Chandler,  Cambreleng,  Cushman,  Haynes, 
and  Marvin.  Finally  Mr.  Taylor  demanded  the 
previous  question. 

On  seconding  the  call  forthe  previous  question 
the  vote  (by  tellers)  stood— 65  ayes,  63  noes.  So 
there  was  a second. 

The  question  being,  “shall  the  main  question  be 
now  put?”  Mr.  Reed  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 
On  this  demand,  (requiring  one-fifth  of  the  mem- 
bers present,)  the  division  was  26  to  105. 

Mr.  Adams  said  that  as  the  division  was  so  close, 
he  would  prefer  another  count. 

Mr.  Robertson  moved  that  the  house  adjourn. 

Mr.  Lewis  demanded  the  yeas  and  nay;  12  mem- 
bers only  rising,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  not  or- 
dered. 

The  question  on  adjournment  (by  tellers)  result- 
ing in  the  following  division — -Ayes  71,  noes  70, 
the  chair  voted  in  the  negative,  and  the  motion  was 
lost. 

Another  count  was  then  had  on  the  call  for  the 
yeas  and  nays,  the  result  of  which  was — Ayes  26, 
noes  112;  anil  they  were  not  ordered. 

The  main  question  was  then  put;  and  the  bill 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a third  time  this 
day,  without  a division. 

It  was  then  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKim,  the  house  adjourned. 

[The  remarks  of  Messrs.  Curtis,  Chandler,  &c. 
shall  have  a place  hereafter.] 

Monday,  March  5.  This  being  the  day  set 
apart  by  the  rules  forthe  presentation  of  resolutions, 
the  states  were  called  in  order,  and  one  hundred 
and  sixteen  were  presented,  chiefly  of  a local  or 
private  character.  The  following  were  among  the 
most  important: 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones,  of  Wisconsin, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  territories 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  au- 
thorizing the  territory  of  Wisconsin  to  take  the 
census,  and  adopt  a constitution  preparatory  to  be- 
ing admitted  into  the  union. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Downing, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  territories 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  re- 
organizing the  legislative  council  of  Florida  terri- 
tory, so  as  to  give  another  branch  to  said  council, 
to  be  called  a senate. 

Mr  Lawler  submitted  the  following,  which  lies 
one  day  under  the  rule: 

Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  discontinue 
the  receipt  of  the  notes  of  specie-paying  banks  of 
the  states,  under  proper  regulations  and  restrictions 
by  the  treasury  department,  in  the  collection  of  the 
public  revenues,  and  that  to  do  so  would  he  highly 
injurious  to  the  interests  of  the  citizens  generally. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Montgomery, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  post  oflice 
and  post  roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  revising  the  rates  of  postage  on  news- 
papers and  other  printed  matter  conveyed  by  mail. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Legare, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  revolutionary 
pensions  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 


diency of  granting  suitable  compensation  to  Mrs. 
Brown,  only  daughter  of  the  gallant  sergeant  Jas- 
per,  of  South  Carolina,  who  fell  at  the  battle  of 
Savannah,  after  the  most  distinguished  services  at 
the  attack  upon  fort  Moultrie,  and  other  memora- 
ble  occasions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sawyer, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  re- 
port to  this  house  the  cost  of  erecting  and  estab- 
lishing the  principal  mint  and  its  branches,  inclu- 
ding buildings,  fixtures,  and  apparatus,  the  salaries 
and  expenses  of  the  different  officers,  the  amouut 
expended  in  the  purchase  of  bullion,  the  loss  aris- 
ing from  wastage,  and  other  expenses,  and  the 
average  length  of  time  it  requires  to  coin  at  the 
principal  mint  all  the  bullion  with  which  it  can  be 
furnished;  and,  further,  what  amount  of  coin  ha? 
been  struck  at  the  several  branch  mints  since  their 
organization. 

Mr.  Carter  offered  the  following  preamble  and 
resolution,  which  lie  over  under  the  rule: 

“Whereas  purity  in  the  adminstration  of  a free 
government  can  only  be  maintained  by  the  obser- 
vance of  strict  economy  in  the  public  expenditures; 
and 

“Whereas  extravagance  and  prodigality  in  the 
management  and  disbusements  of  the  public  reve- 
nue are  the  sure  indications  of  an  unjust  and  cor- 
rupt government;  and  whereas  a free  government 
cannot  exist  where  public  officers  and  agents  are 
multiplied  beyond  the  demands  of  the  public  ser- 
vice, merely  to  gratify  the  increasing  desire  for 
public  employment,  and  where  the  public  adminis- 
tration relies  for  its  support  more  upon  the  interest 
and  attachment  of  dependents,  and  the  amount  of 
patronage  under  its  control,  than  upon  the  impar- 
tial discernment  of  ari  enlightened  community;  and 

“Whereas  public  officers  and  employments  have 
increased  oflate  in  a degree  unprecedented  at  any 
former  period  of  the  government;  and 

“Whereas  the  public  expenditures  have  increas- 
ed, within  the  last  nine  years,  from  thirteen  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  that  being  near  the  average  of  the 
annual  expenditures  in  time  of  peace  up  to  the 
year  1829,  to  upwards  of  thirty-two  millions  since 
that  time;  and 

Whereas  these  facts  clearly  indicate  a great  de- 
gree of  laxity  and  weakness  in  the  public  adminis- 
tration, or  a wilful  abuse  of  the  powers  of  govern- 
ment, and  a determination  to  rule  by  the  use  of 
patronage;  therefore 

Resolved,  That  a select  committee  be  appointed 
to  inquire  into  and  report  to  this  house  the  causes 
which  have  led  to  the  late  extraordinary  increase 
of  public  officers  and  agents,  and  the  alarming  in- 
crease of  public  expenditure  within  the  last  nine 
years,  and  that  they  have  power  to  send  for  per- 
sons and  papers.” 

Mr.  Menefee  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  lies  over  under  the  rule. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  U.  States  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  requested  to  communicate  to  this 
house,  if  not  incompatible  with  the  public  interest 
such  information  as  he  may  possess  relative  to  the 
seizure  of  the  steamboat  Caroline,  acquired  since 
the  date  of  his  late  messsage  on  that  subject,  the 
measures  which  this  government  have  adopted  to 
obtain  from  the  government  of  Great  Britain  an  ex- 
planation of  said  seizure,  and  the  ground  which 
the  diplomatic  representative  here  and  the  provin- 
cial authorities  of  Upper  Canada  have  assumed  in 
relation  thereto. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Graham,  of  N.  C. 

Resolved , That  the  committee  of  elections  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  passing  a 
law  of  the  following  import,  constituting  the  com- 
mittee of  elections: 

“That  on  the  third  day  of  the  session  of  each 
congress,  the  name  of  that  member  from  each  state 
who  has  received  the  greatest  majority  of  votes  for 
congress  among  his  own  delegation,  shall  be  de- 
posited in  box  number  one. 

“That  the  names  of  all  the  other  members  of 
congress  then  in  attendance  shall  be  severally  put 
in  box  number  two. 

“That  a boy  under  ten  years  old  shall  forthwith 
proceed  to  draw  out  of  box  number  two  the  names 
of  ten  members,  which  names,  so  drawn,  shall  be 
placed  in  box  number  one. 

“ThatJ>ox  number  one,  then  containing  thirty- 
six  ballots  or  names,  shall  be  revolved  or  turned 
three  times  round,  to  mix  the  ballots:  and  imme- 
diately a boy  under  ten  years  old  shall,  after  each 
successive  revolution  of  the  box,  draw  out  one  bal- 
lot, until  the  names  of  twelve  members  of  congress 
be  so  drawn,  which  twelve  persons  shall  constitute 
the  committee  of  elections. 

“That  said  committee  shall  thereupon  be  sworn 
by  the  speaker  to  hear,  investigate,  and  report 
truly,  all  such  contested  elections  as  may  be  com- 
mitted to  their  charge,  according  to  the  constitu- 
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tion  of  the  JUnited  States  and  the  laws  of  the  state 
in  which  the  contest  may  or  shall  originate. 

“That  said  committee  shall  immediately  retire  to 
their  committee  room  and  elect  their  own  chair- 
man. 

“That,  in  case  of  a vacancy  in  said  committee 
by  death,  resignation,  or  otherwise,  such  vacancy 
shall  be  filled  by  drawing  one  or  more  names  from 
box  number  one,  until  the  committee  be  again 
filled.”  • 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Garlaud,  of  Va. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be 
requested  to  lay  before  this  house,  as  early  as  prac- 
ticable, copies  of  all  letters  written  by  him  to  col- 
lectors and  receivers  between  the  1st  January, 
1834,  and  the  present  time,  having  relation  to  de- 
falcations, omissions  to  comply  with  the  laws  and 
regulations  established  for  their  government,  and 
other  irregularities.  Also,  copies  ot  all  reports 
made  by  persons  appointed  to  examine  and  report 
on  the  state  of  the  land  offices  within  the  same 
pei  iod. 

Mr.  Mallory  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  a select  committee  of be 

appointed  to  investigate  the  cause  of  delay  in  the 
sailing  of  the  exploring  expedition,  and  to  ascer- 
tain why  the  resolutions  of  this  house  have  failed 
to  extract  a satisfactory  explanation  from  the  navy 
department. 

Mr.  Renchcr  moved  to  amend  this  resolution  by 
adding  thereto  the  following: 

“xVnd  that  the  said  committee  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  abandoning  the  said  expedition.” 

Debate  arising,  the  resolution  and  amendment 
were  laid  over. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Craig, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  accounts  ascer- 
tain as  nearly  as  they  can,  and  report  to  this  house, 
the  annua!  expense  incurred  in  supplying  members 
of  congress  with  the  various  articles  covered  by  the 
general  denomination  of  stationery,  and  that  they 
report  their  opinion  upon  the  expediency  of  allow- 
ing a fixed  sum  of  money  to  each  member,  at  each 
session  of  congress,  in  lieu  of  the  ad  libitum  supply 
of  stationery  now  allowed. 

By  Mr.  Morgans 

Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  o f representatives 
of  the  U.  Stales  of  America  in  congress  assembled, 
(two-thirds  of  both  houses  concurring,)  That  the 
following  amendment  to  the  constitution  of  the  U. 
Stales  be  proposed  to  the  legislatures  of  the  several 
States,  which,  when  ratified  by  the  legislatures  of 
three-fourths  ofthestatts,  shall  be  valid  to  all  intents 
and  purposes  as  part  of  the  constitution:  “Congress 
shall  have  power  to  provide  by  law  that  no  person 
shall  be  capable  of  holding  or  being  elected  to  any 
post  of  profit,  trust,  or  emolument,  civil  or  mili- 
tary, legislative,  executive,  or  judicial,  under  the 
government  of  these  United  States,  who  shall  here- 
after fight  a duel,  or  send  or  accept  a challenge  to 
fight  a duel,  the  probable  issue  of  which  may  be 
the  death  of  the  challenger  or  challenged,  or  who 
shall  be  a second  to  either  party,or  shall  in  any  man- 
ner aid  or  assist  in  such  duel,  or  shall  be  knowingly 
the  bearer  of  such  challenge  or  acceptance;  but  no 
person  shall  he  so  disqualified  by  reason  ol  his  hav- 
ing, prior  to  the  passage  of  such  law,  fought  such 
duel,  or  sent  or  accepted  such  challenge,  or  been 
a second  in  such  duel,  or  bearer  of  such  challenge 
or  acceptance.” 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mercer, 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  lay  before  this  house  any  recent 
information  which  may  be  received  from  the  seat 
of  war  in  Florida,  which  he  inaydeem  it  expedient 
to  communicate,  touching  the  present  state  of  the 
campaign  in  that  quarter,  and  especially  such  inti- 
mation, if  any,  as  he  may  have  received  of  the  dis- 
disposition  of  the  hostile  Indians  to  treat  for  peace, 
and  the  terms  on  which  they  propose  to  negotiate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Robertson, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  re- 
port to  this  house  a statement  of  the  disbursements 
and  appropriations  for  fortifications,  light-houses, 
revolutionary  and  other  pensions,  and  internal  im- 
provements, including  piers,  breakwaters,  preser- 
vation of  ports  and  harbors,  removing  obstructions 
in  rivers  and  creeks,  &c.  and  the  support  ol  light- 
houses, includingall  incident  d expenses;  and  show- 
ing, as  far  as  practicable,  the  amount  disbursed  in 
each  state  in  each  year  since  the  per  iod  embraced 
in  his  report  on  the  same  subjects  of  the  17th  of 
January,  183-3. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jenifer, 

Resolved,  Thatthe  presidentof  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  this  house  what 
steps  have  been  taken,  under  the  resolution  of  tire 
23th  February,  1837,  in  relation  to  the  high  duties 
and  restrictions  on  tobacco  imported  into  foreign 
countries  from  the  United  States;  the  number  and 
names  of  agents  appointed  under  said  resolution, 


and  the  government  to  which  they  are  accredited; 
together  with  such  information  as  he  may  have 
received  from  onr  ministers  and  other  agents  abroad 
in  relation  to  the  same.  Also,  whetherany  specific 
instructions  have  been,  or  are  intended  to  be, 
given  to  the  minister  lately  appointed  to  Austria 
to  negotiate  in  behalf  of  the  tobacco  trade  between 
the  United  States  and  the  Austrian  dominion. 

Mr.  Thomas  moved  the  following  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  20th  rule,  which  lies  over  one  day. 

“And,  on  the  first  Friday  of  each  month,  the 
calendar  of  private  bills  shall  be  called  over,  and 
the  bills  to  the  passage  of  which  no  objection  shall 
then  be  made  shall  be  first  considered  and  dis- 
posed of:  private  bills  from  the  senate  having  a 
preference  over  private  bills  of  the  house.” 

Mr.  Davis  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  senate  and  house  of  repr  esen- 
tatives of  the  United  Slates,  in  congress  assembled, 
will  adjourn  and  close  the  present  session  on  Mon- 
day, tire  fourteenth  day  of  May  next. 

Air.  Mercer  raised  the  question  of  consideration, 
which  was  decided  in  the  negative.  So  the  house 
refused  to  consider  the  resolution. 

Orr  motion  of  Mr.  Peck, 

Resolved.  That  the  committee  on  agriculture  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
viding by  law  for  the  introduction  of  foreign  seeds 
and  plants  through  our  consuls,  pirblic  ships  and 
merchant  vessels,  and  of  establishing  an  office  at 
the  seat  of  government,  to  be  under  the  direction 
and  management  of  the  commissioner  of  the  patent 
office,  lor  the  reception  and  distribution  ol'  such 
seeds  and  plants  as  would  tend  to  the  ail vanceuient 
of  the  agricultural  interests  of  the  country. 

On  motion  of  Air.  Grant, 

Resolved,  That  the  postmaster  general  be  in- 
structed to  report  to  this  house  the  amount  of  post- 
ages received  on  paid  and  unpaid  letters  sent  by 
the  express  mail  to  the  city  of  New  York,  from 
Philadelphia,  Mobile  arid  New  Orleans,  and  the 
amount  of  postages  received  at  New  York  on  let- 
ters sent  to  the  other  offices  named  by  the  express 
mail  between  the  15th  November,  1838,  and  the 
30th  September,  1837.  Also,  the  amount  of  post- 
age received  at  the  past  office  in  the  city  of  New 
York  on  letters,  both  paid  and  unpaid,  sent  during 
the  same  period  by  liie  regular  or  usual  tnaii  to, 
and  received  from,  the  offices  above  mentioned. 
Also,  the  amount  of  postage  received  at  the  post 
office  in  New  Orleans  on  paid  and  unpaid  letters, 
sent  by  the  express  mail  from  Alobile,  Philadel- 
phia, and  New  York,  and  the  amount  of  postage 
received  at  the  office  on  letters  sent  to  the  said 
other  offices  by  the  express  mail  during  the  above 
mentioned  period.  Also,  the  amount  of  postage 
received  at  the  post  olliee  in  the  city  of  New  Or- 
leans on  paid  and  unpaid  letters,  during  the  period 
above  stated,  sent  by  the  regular  or  usual  mail  from 
that  office  to  Mobile,  Philadelphia  and  New  York, 
and  on  letters  received  at  the  New  Orleans  post 
office  from  the  said  other  post  offices. 

Resolved,  That  the  postmaster  general  be  in- 
structed to  report  to  this  house  a list  embraciug.all 
the  contracts  for  carrying  the  regular  mails  on  the- 
several  routes  on  which  the  express  mail  is  carried, 
the  name  of  each  contractor  or  contractors  for  each 
route,  the  length  of  the  route  by  measurement  or 
estimate,  the  sum  paid  for  the  mail  transportation 
on  each  route,  and  the  speed  with  which  each  mail 
is  carried  under  each  of  the  contracts;  and  whether 
any  vehicles  or  carriages  for  the  conveyance  of 
passengers- are  used  or  employed  ou  any  of  these 
mail  routes  that  travel  faster  than  than  (he  one  in 
which. the  regular  mail  is  carried. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hoffman, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  naval  affairs  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  ef  crea- 
ting the  rank  of  admiral  in  the  navy  of  the  United 
States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  He  Graff, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  revolutionary 
pensions  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  so  amending  the  laws  now  in  operation 
granting  pensions  to  widows  or  their  children,  as  to 
extend  the  benefits  of  the  same,  under  the  usual 
restrictions,  to  the  widows  or  children  of  all  those 
who  died  in  consequence  of  wounds  or  injuries  re- 
ceived While  in  the  service  of  the  United  States 
previous  to  ISIS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Loomis, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  oh  the  judiciary 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  power  of  the 
United  States  government  to  compel  the  applica- 
tion of  the  assets  and  effects  of  the  late  Bank  of  the 
United  States  to  the  payment  of  its  outstanding 
debts  and  liabilities,  and,  if  satisfied  that  such 
power  exists,  that  they  report  to  the  house  the 
proper  measures  to  be  taken  for  that  purpose. 

On  motion  of  Air.  Childs, 

Resolved,  That  the  president  be  requested  to  com- 


municate to  this  house  (if  the  same  can  be  done 
without  prejudice  to  the  public  service)  all  the 
documents  and  information  in  his  possession  rela- 
tive to  the  prosecution  of  the  claim  to  the  Smithso- 
nian bequest;  also,  what  duty  had  been  performed, 
and  remains  to  be  performed,  by  the  agent  em- 
ployed at  London,  in  reference  to  said  claim,  and 
how  the  money  heretofore  appropriated  by  con- 
gress jiad  been  applied. 

On  motion  of  Air.  Taylor, 

Resolved,  That  thecommittee  on  the  judiciary  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amend- 
ing the  law  now  in  force  for  piloting  and  distribu- 
irig  the  acts  of  congress,  so  as  to  give  to  them  a 
more  uniform  and  general  circulation. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lincoln, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  militia  be  in- 
structed to  report,  as  soon  as  may  be,  a bill  for  the 
reorganization,  arming,  disciplining,  and  governing 
tile  militia,  upon  such  principles,  and  with  sucli 
provisions,  as  are  adapted  to  the  present  state  of 
the  population,  and  will  better  conform  the  re- 
quired service  to  the  probable  occasions  of  the 
country,  and  which  will  relieve  the  people  from 
unnecessary  burdens;  render  more  equal  the  du- 
ties to  be  performed,  and  give  greater  efficiency 
to  the  organized  force  of  tile  nation,  in  preserving 
the  public  peace,  maintaining  the  supremacy  of 
the  laws,  and  repelling  hostile  invasions. 

On  motion  of  Air.  Adams, 

Resolved , That  the  secretaries  of  the  treasury,  of 
war,  and  of  the  navy,  be  directed  to  report  to  this 
house  the  names  of  all  persons  appointed  as  agents 
for  the  payment  of  pensions  from  the  first  attempt 
to  transfer  the  payment  of  pensions  from  the  late 
Bank  of  the  United  States  to  other  agents  for  said 
payments  to  the  present  time;  specifying  the  au- 
thority by  which  such  appointments  have  been 
made,  the  forms  of  the  commissions  issued  to  such 
agents;  the  sums  of  public  money  advanced  or 
otherwise  paid  to  such  agents  for  said  payments, 
and  the  dates  of  all  such  advances  and  paymenls, 
and  the  balances  remaining  credited  to  each  of  them 
at  the  end  of  each  quarter;  the  compensation,  if 
any,  allowed  to  said  agents  for  such  services,  the 
banks  with  which  they  have  been  respectively  con- 
nected; the  officers,  whether  under  authority  of  the 
United  States,  or  of  the  separate  states,  held  by 
such  agents;  at  the  same  time,  when  charged  with 
the  pension  agency,  and  the  compensation  which 
they  have  received  therefor. 

When  the  state  of  Massachusetts  was  called,  Mr. 
Adams  presented  the  following: 

Resolved , That  the  letter  and  petition  of  John  V. 
Brown  and  twelve  others,  from  llocky  Alouut, 
Franklin  county,  Virginia,  praying,  for  reasons 
therein  assigned,  for  the  arraignment  at  the  bar  of 
the  house,  and  expulsion,  of  John  Quincy  Adams, 
a member  of  this  house,  be  printed,  with  the  names 
of  the  signers  thereto,  and  referred  to  a committee 
of  nine  members  to  consider  and  report  thereon, 
with  liberty  to  send  for  persons  and  papers. 

Mr.  A.  was  about  to  address  the  chair  in  sup- 
port of  the  resolution,  when  the  speaker  reminded 
him  that,  under  the  order  of  the  house,  if  any  reso- 
lution was  likely  to  cause  debate,  it  must  be  laid 
over.  Air.  Adams  said  that  as  the  resolution  re- 
ferred to  a question  of  privilege,  he  presumed  that 
part  of  the  rule  did  not  apply  to  this  resolution. 
The  chair,  having  considered  the  resolution,  decid- 
ed that,  as  a question  of  privilege,  its  consideration 
would  be  in  order.  Mr.  Rencher  of  North  Caroli- 
na, moved  the  preliminary  question  of  consideration, 
viz.  whether  the  house  would  consider  the  resolu- 
tion? The  chair  said  that  the  question  of  recon- 
sideration would  take  precedence  of  all  others. 
Mr.  Adams  said  that  the  resolution  concerned  his 
own  privilege  as  a member  of  the  house,  and  of 
the  house  also.  Mr.  Rencher  said  he  would  with- 
draw his  motion  for  the  question  of  consideration 
Mr.  Adams  then  called  lor  the  reading  of  the 
letter  and  memorial  to  which  the  resolution  re- 
ferred. And  they  were  read  as  follows: 

Bocky  AIoumt,  Franklin  count)/, 
Virginia,  Feb.  2 6//i,  1838. 
Air.  Adams:  As  the  representative  of  the  inter- 
ests and  wishes  of  the  people  of  the  whole  United 
States,  and  defending  in  theory  so  ably,  and  in 
practice  so  fully,  the  hallowed  right  of  petition 
from  your  countrymen,  we,  whose  names  are  here- 
unto subscribed,  respectfully  ask  you  to  present 
the  following  bumble  and  needful  petition  lo  the 
congress  of  the  United  States  for  immediate  action: 
To  the  congress  of  the  United  Slates  of  America: 
Whereas,  for  a long  time  we  have  seen  with 
deep  regret  the  course  pursued  by  our  distinguish- 
ed fellow- citizen,  the  lion.  John  Quincy  Adams,  of 
Massachusetts,  upon  the  deeply  interesting  ques- 
tion of  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  and  acknowledging  as  we  do  the  rights 
of  petition,  and  the  duty  of  congress  to  attend  to  all 
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petitions  coining;  from  the  freemen  of  the  United 
States,  and  as  it  is  clearly  and  fully  conceded  by 
all  that  you  have  the  constitutional  power  to  keep 
order  in  your  body,  and  to  preserve  harmony  in 
the  country,  by  all  proper  means,  we  respectfully 
and  humbly  pray  that,  as  the  aforesaid  John  Quincy 
Adams  has  pursued  and  is  pursuing  a course  upon 
the  aforesaid  subject,  in  our  opinions  morally  and 
politically  wrong,  and  calculated,  certainty,  to  stir 
up  the  deadliest  strife  between  the  north  and 
south,  and  finally  to  involve  our  beloved  country 
in  the  horrors  of  a civil  war,  and  to  lead  to  a disso- 
lution of  the  union,  you  do  arraign  him  at  the  bar 
of  the  house,  and  formally  and  forever  expel  him 
from  your  most  honorable  body,  if  sufficient  evi- 
dence appear  to  justify  your  adopting  such  a 
measure.  Your  petitioners  deem  it  unnecessary 
to  lay  before  congress  any  labored  argument  in 
favor  of  this  important  measure,  and  will  content 
themselves  simply  by  stating  that  no  feelings,  but 
motives  of  patriotism,  and  a deep  desire  to  silence 
the  discussion  of  this  most  absorbing  and  dan- 
gerous question,  here  induce  them  to  appeal  to 
you,  in  their  popular  right,  to  exercise  this  con- 
stitutional power,  clearly  vested  in  you  by  the  very 
instrument  itself. 

They  humbly  and  mod  earnestly  pray  that  this 
their  petition  will  be  attended  to  by  your  very 
honorable  body;  and,  with  great  reverence  and  re- 
spect,sign  themselves  your  most  obedient  servants. 

Mr.  Stuart,  of  Virginia,  said  that  the  memorial 
appeared  to  have  come  from  his  own  district,  but 
iie  had  never  heard  any  thing  of  it:  he  wished  to 
hear  the  names  of  the  signers. 

[They  were  read  by  the  clerk.] 

Mr.  Stuart  then  said  that  he  was  satisfied  the 
names  were  all  fictitious,  and  moved  that  the  reso- 
lution be  laid  on  the  table;  which  was  agreed  to, 
and  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table  accordingly. 

Tile  states  having  been  called  through  tor  reso- 
lutions, the  speaker  called  the  states,  in  order, 
commencing  at  Wisconsin,  for  petitions  and  memo- 
rials. Among  others, 

Mr.  Lawler  presented  certain  resolutions  of  the 
legislature  of  Alabama,  in  reference  to  the  recep- 
tion of  Texas  into  the  union,  which  he  moved 
should  be  laid  on  (he  table  and  printed. 

Mr.  Mams  called  for  the  reading  of  tile  resolu- 
tions, and  they  were  read  at  length. 

Mr.  A.  then  observed,  that  as  the  resolutions 
contained  a lengthy  argument  in  favor  of  the  ad- 
mission of  Texas,  and  that  professedly  on  the 
ground  that  such  admission  was  intended  to  change 
and  destroy  the  balance  of  power  which  had  here- 
tofore existed  between  Hie  states  in  different  por- 
tions of  tile  union — 

Tile  chair  here  interposed,  and  said  that  a motion 
to  lay  on  the  table  precluded  debate.  Mr.  Adams 
said  lie  should  not  debate  the  question,  but  move 
the  reference  of  the  resolutions  to  a select  com- 
mittee. The  chair  said  that  the  motion  to  lay  the 
resolutions  on  the  table  then  took  precedence.  On 
this  motion  Mr.  Adams  then  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays,  and  the  house  ordered  them  to  be  taken; 
they  resulted  as  follows:  yeas  109,  nays  40. 

So  the  resolutions  were  laid  on  tile  table. 

Mr.  Ewing  presented  certain  resolutions  of  the 
legislalnre  of  Indiana,  on  the  subject  of  the  trea- 
sury circular,  which,  giving  rise  to  debate,  were 
laid  over.  ' 

A number  of  petitions  and  memorials  were  pre- 
sented and  disposed  of.  Alter  which, 

Tils  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  March  6.  As  soon  as  the  journal  was 
read, 

Mr.  Adams  rose,  and  asked  leave  to  present  a 
petition  from  citizens  of  Newark,  in  New  Jersey, 
praying  that  congress  would  investigate  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  late  duel.  Objection  being 
made,  Mr.  A.  moved  the  suspension  of  the  rule, 
and  asked  tile  yeas  and  nays,  which  being  ordered, 
the  motion  (requiring  a vote  of  two  thirds)  pre- 
vailed. Yeas  113,  nays  43. 

A similar  memorial  from  other  citizens  of  the 
same  place  was  presented  by  Mr.  Farjield:  the  rule 
haviri  r been  suspended,  on  his  motion,  both  memo- 
rials were  referred  to  tile  select  committee  on  that 
subject. 

Mr.  Chambers,  of  Kentucky,  asked  leave  to  offer 
a resolution  fixing  the  daily  hour  of  meeting  at  10 
o’clock,  A.  M.  during  the  remainder  of  the  session; 
objected  to.  The  motion  to  suspend  the  rule  for 
the  purpose  of  ofFering  this  resolution,  was  nega- 
tived. 

Mr.  Chambers  gave  notice  that  he  should  renew 
this  motion  on  every  morning  until  the  house  acted 
on  it. 

Among  the  bills  reported  was  the  following: 

By  Mr.  Cambreleng:  from  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  made  a report  at  length  upon  the  me- 
morials relating  to  the  currency  and  a national  | 


bank,  and  relating  to  the  collection  and  safe-keep- 
ing of  the  public  money. 

[This  report  shall  iiave  a place  in  the  next  “Re- 
gister.”] 

When  the  committee  on  foreign  relations  was 
in  order,  Mr.  Howard  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
take  lip  and  consider  the  amendments  of  the  senate 
to  the  bill  for  the  preservation  of  neutral  relations. 
Mr.  Howard  said  that  the  number  of  these  amend- 
ments was  six,  and  were  as  follows: 

1.  To  limit  the  operation  of  the  first  section  to 
“arms  and  munitions  of  war,”  instead  of  the  “means 
and  materials”  provided  lor  a military  expedition. 

2.  To  limit  the  section  also  to  “eontenninious 
countries”  with  whom  the  United  States  are  at 
peace. 

3.  To  make  the  seizing  officer  apply  a warrant 
within  “ten  days.” 

4.  To  authorise  the  president  to  send  the  judge, 
&c.  to  the  district  where  “this  act”  as  well  as  the 
“act  hereby  amended”  is  likely  to  be  violated. 

5.  To  limit  the  duration  of  the  act  to  “two 
years.” 

6.  To  strike  out  the  proviso  which  permits  all 
trade  recognized  by  “treaties  or  the  law  of  nations,” 
and  to  substitute  one  which  permits  trade  in  muni- 
tions of  war  in  “vessels  by  sea.”  If  the  senate’s 
amendment  had  been  concurred  in,  all  trade  “by 
land”  with  eontenninious  countries,  in  arms  and 
munitions  of  war,  would  have  been  forbidden. 

The  first,  second,  third,  and  fourth,  were  agreed 
to  without  a division. 

The  fifth  being  read, 

Mr.  Mason  of  Ohio,  said  that  if  this  law  were 
desirable  at  all,  it  should  be  enacted  fora  longer 
term  than  two  years.  It  carried  upon  the  face  of  it. 
an  admission  that  it  has  reference  to  one  particular 
foreign  power  alone.  But,  if  there  were  any  occa- 
sion for  the  passage  of  the  law  to  meet  the  present 
emergency,  there  was  also  reason  for  making  it  the 
permanent  law  of  the  land.  He  was  not  in  favor 
of  occasional  legislation,  out  of  respect  to  any  in- 
dividual power;  it  seemed  too  much  like  making  a 
concession  to  one  which  the  government  was  un- 
willing to  make  to  another  power.  It  was  a peace- 
offering;  its  object  was  to  preserve  neutrality.  If 
in  any-  way,  he  hoped  this  bill  would  be  passed  in  a 
permanent  form,  rather  than  in  this  temporary  way, 
at  the  invocation  of  a foreign  government.  The 
law  of  ISIS  was  a permanent  law,  and  this  ought 
to  be  so  too. 

Mr.  Adams  moved  to  strike  fiotn  the  proposed 
amendment  the  word  “two,”  and  insert  the  word 
“four,”  and  to  add  the  words  “to  tile  then  next  ses- 
sion of  congress.” 

[Upon  this  amendment,  which  was  ultimately  re- 
jected, and  upon  another  proposed  by  the  commit- 
tee, (lo  non-concur  with  the  senate  in  the  6'lh  of 
the  above  amendments,)  a debate  arose.  The 
amendment  proposed  by  the  committee  was  adopted, 
and  the  bill  returned  to  the  senate  ] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng,  the  house  re- 
solved itself  intocominittee  of  the  whole  (Mr.  Casey 
in  the  chair)  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
civil  and  diplomatic  bill  for  the  year  1S38 — and  af- 
ter some  time  spent  thereon,  without  coming  to  a 
final  decision  on  the  bill,  on  motion,  the  committee 
rose,  and  the  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  March  7.  Mr.  Adams  asked  leave  to 
present  two  petitions  from  certain  clergymen  and  others 
of  his  state,  on  the  subject  of  the  iate  duel,  but  the 
leave  was  refused:  and  a motion  to  suspend  the  rules 
failed:  ayes  85,  noes  55,  (not  two-thirds.) 

Mr.  Chambers  repea’ed  his  motion  to  allow  the  hour 
of  meeting  to  be  10  o’clock;  but  the  house  refused  the 
yeas  and  nays,  and  rejected  the  motion. 

A number  of  bills  for  the  relief  of  individuals,  and 
of  local  interests,  were  reported. 

Mr.  Bronson,  from  the  committee  on  the  territories, 
reported  the  senate  bill  to  authorize  the  president  of  the 
United  States  to  cause  the  southern  boundary  line  of 
the  territory  of  Wisconsin  to  be  ascertained  and  mark- 
ed, with  amendments  thereto. 

Mr.  Bell,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice,  asked  for 
and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a bill  to  secure  the  free- 
dom of  elections. 

Abo,  a statement  shewing  the  names  and  grades  of 
ail  officers  in  ihe  line  and  several  departments  of  the 
staff  of  the  army,  holding  brevets,  and  receiving  by 
reason  thereof  a greater  amount  of  pay  and  emolu- 
ments than  they  would  be  entitled  to  from  their  lineal 
commissions. 

The  senate  bill,  entitled  “An  act  to  change  ' the  times 
of  holding  the  circuit  courts  of  the  (inked  States  in  the 
seventh  circui',’’  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Howard,  from  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs, 
moved  that  the  house  do  insist  on  its  disageement  to 
the  senate’s  third  amendment  to  the  neutrality  bill, 
(confining  trade  in  arms  and  munitions  of  war  to  ves- 
sels by  sea,)  and  appoint  a committee  of  conference 
on  their  part.  The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  Messrs. 
Howard,  Patton,  and  Corwin  were  appointed  conferees 
on  the  part  of  tills  house. 

The  house  then  passed  to  the  orders  of  the  day. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Cushman,  the  house  went  into 
committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Lincoln  in  the  chair,  on 
the  bill  to  continue  in  force  an  act  of  the  legislature  of 
Maryland)  which,  after  a brief  convers  ation  between 
Messrs.  Cushman,  Reed,  and  HuwarcL,  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  a third  time  this  day,  and  was 
then  read  a third  time  and  passed. 

The  joint  resolution  reported  by  Mr.  Lincoln,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  this  morning,  authorizing  the 
taking  down  of  the  walls  of  the  old  post  office,  was 
taken  up  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng,  from  the’  committee 
of  ways  and  means,  the  house  then  went  into  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  (Mr. 
Casey  in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  appropriation  bill  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  ser- 
vice for  the  year  1838. 

It  gave  rise  to  considei  able  discussion,  during  which 
several  questions  of  order  were  raised.  Before  a final 
decision  upon  the  bill,  the  committee  rose  and  reported 
progress. 

Mr.  Bell  obtained  the  printing  of  an  amendment  he 
intended  to  offer. 

Mr.  Reed,  on  leave,  submitted  a resolution  calling’ 
upon  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  for  a report  of  the 
amount  of  additional  compensation  received  by  re- 
venue officers  in  1837,  under  the  provisons  equalizing 
the  same  to  what  they  would  have  received  if  the  bill 
of  1832  had  not  passed;  which  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Henry , of  Pennsylvania,  and  Mr.  Hoisted,  of 
New  Jersey,  presented  resolutions  of  their  respective 
legislatures  on  the  subject  of  a national  armory;  which 
were  referred  to  the  committee  on  military  affairs. 

And  then  the  house  adjourned. 


Thursday’s  proceedings. 

In  the  senate — Mr.  Buchanan,  front  die  committee  ot 
conference  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  houses 
in  relation  to  the  proviso  of  the  house  iu_t.he  neutrality 
bill,  denying  an  appeal  to  treaties  and  the  law  of  na- 
tions against  the  operations  of  the  bill,  reported  that  die 
committee  had  agreed  on  a certain  form  for  this  part 
of  the  bill.  The  amendments  agreed  upon  were  read, 
but  were  inaudible  to  the  reporter. 

Mr.  B.  stated  that  by  this  agreement  of  the  committee 
the  senate  would  secure  the  trade  which  they  wished 
to  secure,  (by  sea,)  and  that,  in  effect  they  had  adopted 
the  proviso  of  the  house. 

The  senate  agreed  to  this  report  of  the  committee  of 
conference.  _ . 

After  some  business,  which  will  be  noticed  in  our 
next,  die  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  sub- 
treasury  bill. 

Mr.  Davis  argued  at  some  length,  against  one  of  the 
suggested  propositions  of  Mr.  Preston,  that  the  notes 
of  ncn-specic-paying  banks  should  be  received  tempo- 
rarily by  the  government,  as  a dangerous  precedent; 
and  as  probable  not  practically  better  than  the  provi- 
sions ol  the  substitute  that  such  bills  should  be  received 
when  the  banks  should  resume. 

Mr.  Niles  spoke  chiefly  in  reply  to  Mr.  Davis,  espe- 
cially characterizing  the  banks  as  trading  companies, 
with  which  the  government  have  nothing  to  do,  and 
denying  emphatically  that  the  country  was  suffering 
distress  or  embarrassment. 

Mr.  Davis  having  briefly  responded — 

Mr.  Preston  said  the  proposed  amendment,  last 
discussed,  was  not  before  the  senate,  but  had  been 
merely  suggested.  He  hoped  the  question  would  now 
be  taken  on  the  amendment  which  lie  had  actually 
offered  in  relation  to  the  selection  of  the  twenty-five 
dcposiie  banks  proposed  by  the  substitute. 

In  accordance  with  the  suggestions  of  Mr.  Rices, 
.and  from  information  which  he  had  obtained  that  most 
states  own  stock  in  one  or  more  of  their  respective 
banks,  Mr.  P.  withdrew  the  latter  part  of  this  amend- 
ment, so  as  to  make  it  merely  require  that  the  depositc 
banks  should  be  selected  from  those  banks  the  stock  of 
which  is  owned  in  whole  or  in  part  by  the  respective 
sra'cs  in  which  they  are  situated. 

Mr.  Hubbard  was  understood  to  object  to  the  with- 
drawal of  the  latter  branch  of  the  amendment;  but 
Mr.  Preston  claimed  the  right  of  doing  so;  and  the 
vote  being  taken  on  the  amendment  as  modified,  it  was 
negatived,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Crit- 
tenden, Davis,  Knight,  Merrick,  Nicholas,  Prentiss, 
Preston,  Rives,  Robbins,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard, 
Spence,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Webster,  White — 

19. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Clayton,  Cuthbert,  Ful- 
ton. Grundy,  Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Lyon, 
McKean,  Morris,  Mouton,  Niles,  Norveil,  Pierce, 
Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Connecticut, 
Strange,  Trotter,  Walker,  Wall,  Williams,  Wright, 
Young — 32. 

The  qyestion  now  recurring  on  the  substitute,  as  of- 
fered by  Mr.  Rives, 

Mr.  Bayard  spoke  on  the  subject  at  large,  and  in 
opposition  lo  the  original  bill.  Before  he  had  conclu- 
ded, he  yielded  the  floor  to  a motion  to  adjourn;  and 
about  5 o’clock. 

The  senate  adjourned. 

In  the  house  no  business  of  importance  was  trans- 
acted. Some  time  was  spent  in  considering  the  bill  in 
relation  to  the  northeastern  boundary,  which  was  ulti- 
mately referred  to  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs. 
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Od*  Our  pigeon-holes  are  crowded,  and  our  table 
and  desk  literally  covered  with  articles  which 
claiiri  a plac'd  in  our  pages,  and  would  be  most  ac- 
ceptable to.our  readers;  but  we  are  constrained  by 
what  we  deem  to  be  a high  duty  at  this  peculiar 
crisis  in  our  aifairs.to  devote  a large  portion  of  our 
pages  to  the  proceedings  of  congress — and  thus  to 
dej^r  the  agreeable  for  the  useful.  We  would 
#.  cheerfully  dispose'of  this  vast  accumulation  of  ar- 
• iieles  by-the*aid.of  supplemental  sheets,  but  do  not 
feel  jnstified  in  incurring  the  expense  at  this  period 
of  general  embarrassment  and  distress. 

Od-The  present  sheet  contains  Mr.  Rives'  speech 
in  support  of  his  substitute  for  the  sub-treasury 
bill  reported  by  the  committee  of  finance.  In  our 
next  we  will  give  Mr.  Calhoun’s  speech  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  substitute,  and  in  support  of  the  sub- 
treasury  bill. 

Qd*The  hon.  Timothy  J.  Carter , a member  of 
congress  from  the  state  of  Maine,  died  at  his  lodg- 
ings in  this  city  on  Wednesday  evening  last,  after 
a severe  illness.  In  consequence  of  this  melan- 
cholly  event  both  houses  of  congress  adjourned  at 
an  early  hour  on  Thursday  morning  to  meet  this 
day  at  12  o’clock  to  attend  the  funeral  of  the  de- 
ceased. Mr.  Carter’s  death  was  announced  to  the 
senate  by  Mr.  Rugglcs,  and  to  the  house  by  Mr. 
Evans,  both  of  whom  paid  eloquent  tributes  to  his 
private  and  public  virtues. 

Od*The  hon.  John  L.  Murray,  who  has  been 
seriously  indisposed  for  some  time  past,  has,  we 
are  pleased  to  learn,  sufficiently  recovered  to  be 
able  to  take  his  seat  in  the  house  of  representa- 
tives. 

From  Florida.  We  learn  from  Ren.  Hernan- 
dez, who  passed  through  here  on  Tuesday  last, 
says  the  Wilmington  (N.  C.)  Advertiser,  on  his 
way  to  Washington,  and  who  came  direct  from 
Florida,  that  the  operations  against  the  Seminoles 
must  soon  close  for  the  season,  but  that  there  is  no 
prospect  of  the  war’s  ending  with  the  present 
campaign,  unless,  of  which,  however,  the  hope  is 
slight,  the  distractions  among  themselves  may  in- 
duce a voluntary  submission.  No  hostile  move- 
ments had  recently  taken  place. 

The  last  number  of  the  “Frederick  (Md.)  He- 
rald” contains  the  following  letter  from  Fort  Pierce 
to  a gentleman  in  that  city. 

Fort  Pierce,  Indian  River,  ) 
February  loth,  183S.  ) 

Dear  Sir. — I have  seized  a few  moments  during 
the  suspension  of  hostilities,  to  give  you  a little 
camp  news.  You  have  probably  seen  in  the  pa- 
pers an  account  of  col.  Taylor’s  fight,  in  which  he 
lost  so  many  valuable  officers.  Since  that  engage- 
ment our  own  division,  under  general  Esstis,  met 
the  enemy  at  Jupiter  Inlet.  They  were  under  the 
command  of  Tuskegee.  The  engagement  lasted 
about  an  hour — we  lost  seven  killed  and  thirty 
wounded — four  have  since  died.  After  the  fight 
the  army  marched  for  Jupiter  and  there  established 
a fort.  Two-thirds  of  the  command  were  literally 
without  shoes  or  stockings,  after  accomplishing  a 
march  (most  of  the  time  in  mud  and  water  to  their 
waists)  of  270  miles.  The  arrny  remained  some 
days  at  Jupiter  to  recruit  and  await  Supplies  from 
fort  Pierce.  It  is  impossible  to  conceive  the  de- 
plorable situation  of  the  troops  without  being  an 
eye  witness.  Teams  broken  down,  without  forage, 
and  even  officers  on  short  allowance.  And  yet, 
undpr  all  these  difficulties,  every  individual  seems 
to  be  in  fine  spirits,  although  all  hopes  of  finishing 
the  war  this  campaign  are  at  an  end  After  having 
received  supplies  from  fort  Pierce  the  army  moved 
in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  whose  trail,  as  had  been 
previously  ascertained,  ran  south,  and  came  up  with 
him  about  twenty-five  miles  from  Jupiter.  Instead 
of  attacking  the  enemy,  as  every  one  expected,  a 
white  flag  was  sent  to  them  to  treat,  which  they 
very  politely  acknowledged  with  Tuskegee’s  com- 
pliments to  the  commander-in-chief.  The  terms 
of  the  truce  were  : — arms  to  be  held  sacred,  and  the 
hostiles  were  to  come  into  Jupiter  after  a period  of 
ten  days,  and  await  the  will  of  their  Great  Father. 
If  he  said  they  must  leave  the  country,  go  they 
would,  but  they  petitioned  to  have  hut  a slip  of  the 
vast  territory  they  once  called  their  own.  Even 
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the  barren  wastes,  the  Everglades,  would  suffice 
their  few  wants.  They  say  you  have  captured  our 
cattle  and  horses,  destroyed  our  villages,  and  over- 
run even  the  graves  of  our  people.  And  for  what? 
Fora  land  where  white  men  can  never  inhabit,  and 
into  which  none  but  a native  can  penetrate. 

I am  disposed  to  think  they  are  playing  the  same 
game  they  were  so  successful  in  last  year.  The 
more  I see  of  the  Seminole  character,  the  more  I 
axn  convinced  of  their  indomitable  and  unyielding 
determination  to  fight  or  die  in  the  land  of  their 
fathers. 

We  are  in  a state  of  statu  quo,  awaiting  for  the 
will  of  the  president,  who,  as  many  think,  will 
make  a treaty  with  them. 

I nevertheless  anticipate  another  campaign,  for 
it  is  finished  to  all  intents  and  purposes  for  this 
year.  The  army'  cannot  operate  after  this  month, 
in  this  latitude,  (25.)  During  the  month  of  March 
the  country  becomes  inundated  and  impassable. 

From  the  frontier.  The  Vermont  and  St. 
Lawrence  portion  of  our  Canada  frontiers  seems  to 
have  been  perfectly  tranquilized  by  the  well  di- 
rected and  vigorous  eiforts  of  gen.  Wool.  Col. 
Worth  has  in  like  manner  pacified  the  Niagara 
quarter,  and  the  accounts  from  the  N.  W.  or  Michi- 
gan portion,  under  Gen.  Brady,  represent  all  as 
quiet,  except  the  few  straggling  parties  of  pa- 
triots who  escaped  from  the  British  in  the  late  ac- 
tion at  Fighting  Island,  (Port  an  Plait,)  near  the 
mouth  of  Detroit  river.  Letters  from  Sandusky 
city,  (Ohio,)  to  March  6th,  state  that  the  comman- 
der-in-chief,  gen  Scott,  and  suite,  had  arrived 
there,  and  the  last  accounts  left  him  with  his  four- 
horse  wagon  in  close  pursuit  of  the  patriot  adj. 
gen.  McLeod,  and  some  says  he  had  in  fact  cap- 
tured lum.  The  patriots  lost  in  the  fight  at  Port 
an  Plait  some  fifteen  killed  and  twenty  wounded, 
and  the  British,  they  say,  as  many.  Sleigh  loads 
of  the  wounded  patriots  had  reached  Sandusky. 

[V.  Y.  Courier. 

The  Cleveland  (O.)  Herald  of  the  7th  inst.  says 
general  Scott  arrived  in  this  city  from  the  west, 
this  morning.  A general  dispersion  of  the 
‘patriots’,  on  the  frontier  above  us,  we  presume, 
renders  his  presence  in  that  quarter  no  longer  ne- 
cessary. We  confidently  hope  our  border  troubles 
are  now  over.  General  Scott  is  entitled  to  much 
credit  for  promptitude  and  perseverance  in  his  ef- 
forts to  maintain  the  neutrality.  He  left  in  the 
stage  this  afternoon  for  Buffalo. 

The  neutrality  bill.  We  learn  from  the 
“Globe”  that  the  neutrality  was  approved  by  the 
president  on  Saturday  last,  and  instructions  imme- 
diately forwarded  from  the  several  departments  to 
the  civil  and  military  officers  on  the  Canada  fron- 
tier, to  enforce  the  execution  of  it  by  all  the  means 
in  their  power.  It  is  expected,  says  the  “Globe”, 
that  our  fellow-citizens  in  that  part  or  the  country 
will,  at  once,  submit  to  the  law,  and  return  peace- 
ably to  their  homes. 

We  have  this  bill  in  type  and  will  publish  it  in 
the  next  number  of  the  “Register”. 

Specie  Payments.  • At  a very  numerous  meet- 
ing held  at  the  New  York  Exchange  on  Thursday' 
the  8th  instant,  of  which  James  Boorman,  esquire, 
was  chairman,  and  James  Lee  and  Jonathan  Stur- 
gis. secretaries. 

The  following  resolutions,  offered  by  Pelaiiay 
Peril , esq.,  and  seconded  by'  Samuel  Ward,  esq., 
were  read  and  unanimously  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  this  meeting  hails  with  great  satis- 
faction the  declaration  on  the  part  of  the  New  York 
city  banks  of  their  purpose  to  resume  specie  pay- 
ments on  or  before  the  10th  of  May  next. 

Resolved,  That  we  have  entire  confidence  in  the 
solidity  of  our  banks,  and  in  their  ability  to  resume 
and  maintain  specie  payments,  and  that  in  this 
measure  w'e  will  give  them  our  cordial  and  active 
co-operation. 

Resolved,  That,  independently  of  moral  obliga- 
tion and  legislative  enactment,  the  favorable  state 
of  foreign  exchanges  and  the  diminished  liabilities 
both  of  banks  and  individuals  calls  fora  prompt  re- 
sumption of  specie  payments,  and  we  consider  su_ch 
a course  the  surest  means  of  equalizing  ultimately 
our  internal  exchanges  and  of  restoring  general 
prosperity. 


Resolved,  That,  in  contemplating  the  resumption 
of  specie  payments,  we  can  perceive  no  reason  to 
apprehend  that  it  will  occasion  any  farther  con- 
traction on  the  part  of  the  banks;  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, that  the  restoration  of  confidence  which  must 
necessarily  grow  out  of  that  measure,  will  lead  to  a 
gradual  increase  of  their  issues,  and  enable  them  to 
extend  greater  facilities  to  to  the  community. 

Resolved,  That,  regarding  the  general  resump- 
tion of  specie  payments  by  the  banks  throughout 
the  Uniled  States  as  essential  to  our  national  cre- 
dit abroad,  and  as  calculated  to  regulate  our  inter- 
nal exchanges,  we  respectfully  invite  the  institu- 
tions of  other  states  to  a stiraulateous  effort  to  ac- 
complish this  most  desirable  object. 

Maryland.  At  the  last  session  of  the  legisla- 
ture several  important  amendments  were  made  to 
the  constitution  of  this  state,  which,  having  been 
confirmed  by  the  present  legislature,  will  soon  go 
into  operation.  Among  the  amendments  is  one 
which  provides  that  the  governor  shall  be  elected 
by  the  people,  in  regular  succession  from  one  of 
the  three  districts  into  which  the  state  has  been  di- 
vided— the  ordei  of  districts  to  be  designated  by 
the  drawing  of  ballots  by  the  president  of  the 
senate.  The  following  is  the  result  of  the  allotment. 

First  District. — Includes  all  the  counties  on  the 
Eastern  Shore — Cecil,  Kent,  Queen  Anne’s,  Caro- 
line, Talbot,  Doreester,  Somerset,  and  Worcester. 

Second  District. — Baltimore,  Hartford,  Carroll, 
Frederick,  Washington  and  Alleghany  counties. 

Third  District. — St.  Mary’s,  Charles,  Calvert, 
Prince  Ceorge’s,  Anne  Arundel  and  Montgomery 
counties,  and  Baltimore  and  Annapolis  cities. 

THE  MANDAMUS  CASE. 

The  supreme  court  of  the  United  States  adjourn- 
ed on  Monday  last,  having,  in  a session  of  sixty- 
four  days,  disposed  of  sixty-one  cases,  leaving  only 
twenty-one  cases  on  the  calendar.  Among  the 
cases  decided  was  that  of  Amos  Kendall,  post- 
master general  United  States  vs.  W.  B.  Stokes,  et. 
al.  in  error  to  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States 
for  the  District  of  Columbia.  The  decision  affirms 
the  judgment  of  the  circuit  court,  with  costs,  and 
remands  the  case  to  that  court  for  further  proceed- 
ings. We  are  indebted  to  the  “Intelligencer”  for 
the  following  synopsis  of  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

Supreme  Court,  Monday,  March  12. 

Amos  Kendall,  Postmaster  General, 

vs. 

Uniled  States  ex  relatione  Stockton,  Stokes,  and  others. 

ABSTRACT  OF  THE  OPINION  OF  THE  COURT 

The  questions  are,  first,  Does  the  record  present 
a propercase  for  a mandamus?  2d.  Does  the  circuit 
court  of  this  district  possess  jurisdiction  in  the  case? 

The  court  think  that  the  act  required  to  be  per- 
formed by  the  postmaster  general  is  a mere  minis- 
terial act,  in  which  the  president  has  no  authority 
to  interfere.  It  would  be  an  alarming  doctrine  to 
maintain  that,  in  the  performance  of  such  duties  as 
are  enjoined  by  law  upon  any  public  officer  the 
president  has  any  right  to  interfere.  In  this  case 
there  is  no  conflict  between  the  judicial  and  execu- 
tive authority. 

The  claims  originally  were  against  the  United 
States  through  the  United  States.  The  United 
States  could  not  be  sued  without  their  consent. 
They  submitted  the  claims  to  the  solicitor  for  his 
examination  and  award,  and  the  postmaster  gene- 
ral was  directed  to  credit  the  amount  of  the  award. 
The  decision  of  the  solicitor,  under  the  act,  was 
final;  no  appeal  was  allowed — no  supervising  power 
given  to  the  postmastergeneral  orto  any  other  party. 

It  may  well  be  questioned  whether  the  parties, 
under  the  act  of  congress,  did  not  possess  a clear 
vested  right.  But,  whether  the  legislature  could 
have  revised  this  decision  or  not,  it  has  not  done  so. 
So  far  as  concerns  one  branch  of  the  legislature, 
the  action  of  the  senate  amounts  to  a recognition  of 
the  binding  authority  of  the  award.  The  unani- 
mous opinion  of  the  senate  precluded  the  necessity 
of  going  to  the  other  house. 

The  right  thus  ascertained,  the  means  of  enforc- 
ing it  is  by  the  judicial  authority. 

The  authority  of  the  president  to  forbid  or  to 
control  the  execution  of  the  law  is  at  variance  with 
every  principle  of  the  government. 
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In  fact,  the  president  has  not  acted  in  the  case, 
so  as  to  brin<:  these  departments  into  conflict.  He 
has  refused  to  interfere  to  prevent  the  execution  of 
the  jaw. 

The  right  of  the  relators,  under  the  act  of  con- 
gress for  their  relief,  is  now  absolute  and  irrever- 
sible. 

How  is  it  to  be  enforced?  The  act  to  bS  done  is 
purely  ministerial.  The  officer  directed  to  per- 
form it  has  no  discretion.  Is  the  remedy  by  man- 
damus a fit  and  appropriate  remedy? 

The  common  law  of  Maryland  is  the  law  of  this 
district.  The  common  law  provides  this  writ  as 
the  peculiar  remedy  in  such  cases.  The  remedies 
suggested  at  the  bar,  were,  an  application  to  the 
president;  or  to  congress;  or  a civil  suit.  These 
are  not  such  remedies  as  the  law  requires. 

A case  of  mandamus  is  a case  within  the  consti- 
tution. It  possesses  all  the  qualities  of  such  a case. 

2.  Has  the  circuit  court  of  the  distric  jurisdic- 
tion o(  this  case?  It  has  been  decided  that  the  cir- 
cuit courts  of  the  United  States  have  not  jurisdic- 
tion. Has  the  circuit  court  of  this  district  larger 
powers  in  this  particular? 

The  terms  of  the  constitution  are  broad  enough 
to  warrant  congress  in  vesling  such  a jurisdiction 
in  the  circuit  or  other  inferior  courts  of  the  United 
States. 

No  objection  can  prevail  derived  from  the  official 
character  of  the  party  to  whom  the  writ  is  directed, 
or  the  character  of  the  act  which  he  is  called  upon 
to  perform. 

The  cases  decided  in  this  court  have  settled  that 
the  power  to  issue  such  a writ  is  within  the  judicial 
power  as  conferred  by  the  constitution;  and  that 
those  courts  could  not  exercise  the  power,  because 
congress  had  not  conferred  upon  them  all  the  power 
which  it  constitutionally  might  do. 

By  the  constitution  and  acts  of  cession,  congress 
possesses  exclusive  legislative  authority  over  this 
district.  So  far  as  regards  cases  in  which  individual 
rights  are  concerned,  the  judicial  authority  should 
be  co-extensive  with  the  legislative. 

In  Maryland,  prior  to  the  cession  of  this  district, 
the  writ  of  mandamus  was  recognised  as  an  appro- 
priate remedy  in  cases  where,  upon  the  principles 
of  the  common  law’,  it  would  lie. 

The  circuit  court  is  the  onlv  court  in  this  dis- 
trict which  possesses  that  original  jurisdiction  which 
can  be  thus  exercised. 

Under  the  1st  section  of  the  act  of  27th  Februa- 
ry, 1301,  continuing  the  laws  of  Maryland,  it  would 
seem  that  this  remedy  is  continued.'  The  3d  and 
oth  sections  of  the  same  law  confirm  the  same  con- 
clusion. 

The  court  affirms  the  decision  of  the  circuit  court 
for  the  District  of  Columbia,  with  costs,  and  re- 
mands the  case  to  that  court  for  further  proceedings. 

The  chief  justice,  for  himself  and  judge  Barbour, 
and  judge  Catron,  dissented  from  the  opinion  of 
the  court.  The  chief  justice  concurred  with  the 
majority  of  the  court  in  the  opinion  that  the  judi- 
cial power,  as  indicated  by  the  constitution,  au- 
thorized congress  to  confer' jurisdiction  upon  any 
of  the  circuit  courts  to  issue  writs  of  mandamus; 
and  also  that  this  was  a fit  case  fora  mandamus,  as. 
in  his  judgment,  it  w’as  the  bounden  duty  of  the 
postmaster  general  to  enter  the  credit  for’ the  full 
amount  awarded  by  the  solicitor  as  soon  as  that 
award  was  notified' to  him.  The  only  ground  of 
dissent  was,  that  he  did  not  concur  in  that  part  ot 
the  opinion  which  considered  the  circuit  court  of 
the  district  as  possessing  larger  powers  in  this  par- 
ticular than  the  other  circuit  courts  of  the  United 
(States. 


VERY  LATE  FROM  EUROPE. 

The  packet  ships  are  coming  into  New  York  in 
rapid  succession.  The  iatestare  the  Independence 
from  Liverpool  January  24th,  and  the  Oxford,  from 
Liverpool  February  1,  inclusive.  We  copy  from 
the  Commercial  Advertiser  the  following: 

The  parliamentary  proceedings  on  Canadian  af- 
fairs were  of  high  interest.  The  earl  of  Durham 
has  been  appointed  govenor  general  of  all  the  Bri- 
tish provinces  in  North  America,  and  was  to  sail 
for  Quebec  in  season  for  the  opening  of  tile  St. 
Lawrence.  It  ati'ords  us  great  pleasure  to  state 
that  the  earl  will  come  out  clothed  with  full  powers 
to  grant  a general  amnesty.  ! 

So  intense  was  the  anxiety  caused  by  the  affairs 
of  Canada,  that  steamboats  are  stationed  off  Holy 
Head  to  receive  the  letter  bags  from  the  packet 
ships.  The  London  press  have  their  agents  sta- 
tioned at  every  port  to  receive  and  forward  the  la- 
test accounts  from  North  America.  The  London 
Times  has  sent  out  a special  correspondent;  this 
gentleman  arrived  in  the  Oxford. 

Our  London  correspondent  writes  us  as  follows: 

»‘It  is  currently  reported  in  the  clubs,  this  even- 


ing, that  the  reason  of  the  adjournment  of  the  house 
of  commons  to  Friday,  (Feb.  2d,)  is  a split  in  the 
ministry;  and  that  the  duke  of  Wellington  has  been 
applied  to  on  the  subject.” 

Parliament  met  on  the  16th  January,  pursuant  to 
adjournment.  In  the  house  of  lords,  the  papers  re- 
lating to  the  state  of  Canada  were  laid  on  the  table 
by  lord  Glenelg,  who  submitted  it  to  the  house 
whether  the  discussion  of  the  proposed  measures 
should  be  commenced  at  once,  or  whether  he  should 
give  notice  for  an  address  to  the  throne,  to  be 
moved  the  next  day  but  one. 

The  duke  of  Wellington  desirpd  to  know,  in  the 
first  place,  what  sort  of  measures  were  proposed. 
He  thought  it  the  duty  of  her  majesty  and  the  go- 
vernment to  speak  out,  and  let  the  country  know 
what  ground  they  meant  to  take.  It  was  indis- 
pensable, he  thought,  that  the  measures  taken 
should  he  such  as  would  bring  this  unfortunate  bu- 
siness to  a speedy  conclusion.  It  must  be  remem- 
bered, said  the  duke,  that  a great  country  like  thi3 
cannot  have  a little  war.  If  any  thing  is  underta- 
ken, it  mu3t  be  on  such  a scale  as  to  make  it  quite 
certain  that  the  operations  will  succeed,  and  that 
at  the  very  earliest  possible  period. 

Lord  Melbourne  assured  the  duke  that  the  min- 
isters were  prepared  both  to  speak  and  act  with 
energy. 

In  the  house  of  commons  lord  John  Russell  said 
it  was  his  duty  to  propose,  first,  that  an  address  be 
sent  to  the  queen,  pledging  the  house  to  assist  her 
majesty  in  restoring  tranquillity  to  Lover  Canada; 
and,  second,  to  move  to  bring  in  a bill  by  which, 
for  a certain  time,  the  calling  of  an  assembly  in 
that  province  may  be  suspended,  and  authority 
provided  to  meet  the  emergency  and  provide  for  the 
future  government  of  the  province. 

Lord  John  Russell  then  went  at  great  length 
into  a history  of  the  administration  of  the  province, 
contending  that  there  had  been  no  injustice  or  op- 
pression in  the  course  of  the  mother  country,  and 
condemning  with  great  severity  the.  disloyal  senti- 
ments that  had  been  uttered  in  that  house  by  cer- 
tain members.  His  lordship  then  proceeded  as  fol- 
lows:— 

I come  now  to  a question  which  has  been  argued 
in  a very  different  temper — it  is  a question  whether 
it  is  for  our  interest  to  abandon  Lower  Canada,  al- 
together. I say,  at  once,  I cannot  bring  my  mind 
to  the  conclusion  that  it  would  be  so.  I say,  at 
once,  that  the  single  motive  of  ttie  attachment  of  a 
considerable  portion  of  the  population  to  the  Bri- 
tish constitution,  and  the  situation  in  which  they 
would  be  1 - ft  if  we  abandoned  the  province  to  the 
French  party,  that  motive  alone  would  be  sufficient, 
reason  with  me  for  emphatically  saying  “No”  to 
such  a proposition.  [Cheers.]  But  it  the  reasons 
I have  mentioned  were  sufficient,  there  are  other 
considerations  which  would  induce  the  government 
to  oppose  any  project  of  abandonment.  Supposing 
the  St  Lawrence  under  the  command  of  the  United 
States,  and  a Canadian  republic  established  at 
Quebec,  does  any  one  believe  that  the  other  pro- 
vinces, the  provinces  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  New 
Brunswick,  could  be  kept  under  control?  No  sir,  I 
am  convinced,  if  such  a state  of  things  should  by 
any  mischance  come  round,  the  question  would 
arise  whether  we  should  not  try  to  regain  Lower 
Canada,  or  abandon  North  America  altogether. 
Was  England  prepared  for  such  an  alternative?  I 
do  believe  that  the  possession  of  our  colonies  tends 
materially  to  the  prosperity  of  this  empire.  On  the 
preservation  of  our  colonies  depends  the  continu- 
ance of  our  commercial  marine,  and  on  our  com- 
mercial marine  mainly  depends  our  naval  power, 
and  on  our  naval  power  mainly  depend  the  strength 
and  supremacy  of  our  arms.  I think,  then,  I may 
say,  without  arguing  the  question  any  farther,  that 
it  is  our  policy,  as  well  as  but  fairness  and  justice 
to  our  fellow  subjects,  that  we  should  not  think  of 
abandoning  these  provinces.  [Hear,  hear,  hear.] 

I say,  likewise,  if  I could  find  that  it  is  not  the 
interest  both  of  this  country  and  the  colony  itself 
that  Canada  should  continue  to  be  a part  of  the 
British  empire,  I should  be  prepared  to  counsel  a 
separation;  but  coming  as  I do  to  a most  decided 
conviction  on  both  these  questions,  I am  quite  pre- 
pared to  come  to  the  farther  question,  namely,  what 
is  the  course  we  should  adopt  upon  the  present  oc- 
casion? I conceive  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the 
first  duty  of  the  country  and  of  the  house,  if  they 
concur  in  the  view  of  the  question  which  we  take, 
is  to  put  down  insurrection.  With  respect  to  force 
it  will  be,  I think  absolutely  necessary  that  a very 
sufficient  force  should  be  in  the  St.  Lawrence  in 
the  spring,  to  be  landed  in  Canada  as  soon  as  the 
navigation  opens.  [Hear.]  For  my  own  part,  I 
say  I entertain  no  apprehensions  as  to  what  may 
have  hitherto  been  done  by  these  insurgents,  aban- 
doned as  they  seem  to  have  been  by  the  great  body 
of  the  British,  and  even  French  Canadians, 


But  it  is  obvious,  at  the  same  time,  that,  an  in- 
surrection having  once  broken  out,  a temptation  is 
by  the  very  circumstance  presented,  to  many  a 
temptation  not  to  be  resisted,  to  endeavor  to  shake 
the  British  power  in  Canada.  Let  me  be  under- 
stood as  not  meaning  to  say  that  any  treaties  or 
friendships  with  this  country  are  likely  to  be  forgot- 
ten on  the  present  occassion,  either  by  the  great 
powers  of  Europe  or  by  America.  I have  no  in- 
tention of  even  insinuating  the  possibility  of  such 
an  occurrance,  and  the  conduct  of  the  United  States 
government  since  the  commencement  of  the  dis- 
turbances in  Canada,  strongly  tends  to  convince  us 
that  from  the  United  States  the  Canadian  rebels 
will  meet  with  neither  sympathy  nor  assistance. 
[Cheers.] 

But  at  the  same  time  it  is  impossible  not  to  see 
that  both  in  Europe  and  America  there  are  many 
whom  the  want  of  employment  at  home,  and  the 
hope  of  a participation  in  those  splendid  spoils  so 
temptingly  held  out  by  the  abettors  of  the  rebillion, 
will  induce  to  flock  to  the  scene;  and  lor  this  rea- 
son, even  though  circumstances  may  in  the  end 
prove  that  the  precaution  is  unnecessary,  I think  it 
will  be  quite  necessary  that  we  should  be  prepared 
for  action  by  the  next  spring,  and  have  in  the  St. 
Lawrence  ready  for  disembarkation,  a force  suffi- 
cient to  put  down  every  vestage  of  the  insurrection. 
Then  comes  the  question  with  respect  to  Ihe  civil 
government.  It  is  obviously  quite  impossible  that 
we  should  think  of  convening  the  assembly,  or  of 
asking  them  to  pass  laws,  or  do  any  act  properly 
belonging  to  their  jurisdiction.  ***** 

After  some  further  remarks  by  lord  John  Russell, 
who  was  followed  by  other  members,  the  address 
was  agreed  to,  and  lord  John  Russell  moved  for 
leave  to  bring  in  his  hill  for  the  temporary  govern- 
ment of  Lower  Canada. 

On  the  17th  lord  John  Russel  read  the  quren’s 
answer  to  the  address,  which  was  to  the  follow  ing 
effect: 

Her  majesty  thanked  her  faithful  commons  for 
the  assurance  given  to  support  her  efforts  lor  the 
restoration  of  the  tranquillity  of  Lower  Canada. 

The  unfortunate  events  that  had  taken  place 
there  had  given  her  the  deepest  concern;  and  her 
majesty  looked  forward  with  anxiety  to  the 
period  when  the  re-establishment  of  order  would 
enable  hpr  to  lay  the  foundation  of  lasting  peace. 

The  spirit  of  concord  manifested,  and  the  exer- 
tions made  bv  the  North  American  provinces,  in 
support  of  her  authority,  demanded  her  warmest 
acknowledgments. 

The  bill  introduced  by  lord  John  Russell,  relative 
to  a provisional  government  in  Canada,  proposes 
the  appointment  of  a governor  general  and  a coun- 
cil selected  from  the  t wo  provinces,  to  do  the  duties 
of  the  defunct  assembly.  The  said  new  govern- 
ment to  organise  a new  constitution,  subject  to  the 
approval  of  parliament.  The  bill  was  passed  on 
the  27th  by  the  house  of  commons.  On  the  same 
day  it  was  brought  up  to  the  house  of  lords,  read 
once,  and  ordered  to  its  second  reading  on  the  3ci 
of  February. 

The  latest  advices  from  New  York  were  to  the 
2d  January,  at  which  time  the  Navy  Island  folly 
was  in  full  tide  of  operation.  We  are  glad,  on 
many  accounts,  to  perceive  that  the  tone  of  the 
papers  is  discreet  and  moderate  towards  this  coun- 
try, and  that  of  the  speakers  in  parliament  still 
more  so. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  RIVES, 

Or  VIRGINIA, 

In  opposition  to  the  Sub- Treasury  Bill,  and  in  sup- 
port of  his  Substitute.  Delivered  in  the  Scnute  of 
the  United  States,  February  6,  7,  I83S. 

Mr.  President:  It  would  have  been  very  gra- 
tifying to  me  if  I had  found  the  measure  now  under 
consideration  such  an  one  as  I could  conscientious- 
ly support.  The  question  is  one  w hich  every  in- 
terest of  the  nation  requires  should  be  settled — 
promptly,  but  wisely  settled.  It  is  time  that  the 
country  were  relieved  from  those  anxieties  and 
apprehensions  in  regard  to  the  future,  which,  added 
to  the  embarrassments  of  the  present,  weigh  like 
an  incubus  upon  the  national  enterprise  and  palsy- 
all  its  faculties.  I should  have  been  most  happy, 
therefore,  if  I could  have  seen  in  the  measure  re- 
commefided  by  the  committee  of  finance,  any  of 
those  healing  and  salutary  tendencits  which  the 
circumstances  of  the  times  and  the  situation  of  the 
country  so  imperiously  demand.  I had  hoped,  in- 
deed, at  one  time,  that  such  a measure  would  have 
been  presented  to  us.  The  president,  in  his  mes- 
sage to  congress  at  the  commencement  of  the  pre- 
sent session,  while  renewing  the  expression  of  his 
own  opinions  in  favor  of  the  financial  project  of  the 
late  called  session,  very  properly  invited  the  consi- 
deration of  congress  to  the  manifestations  of  public 
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sentiment  which  had,  since  then,  taken  place;  and 
recognizing  “ the  national  will  as  the  supreme  law 
of  the  republic,”  plainly  intimated  that  a measure 
which  had  proved  unacceptable  to  the  people  ought 
not  to  be  again  pressed  on  their  adoption.  I had 
hoped,  that  the  committee  of  finance,  concurring 
in  this  republican  sentiment  of  the  chief  magistrate, 
and  in  the  presence  of  the  manifestations  which  the 
recent  elections  in  the  north  and  the  south,  t lie 
east  and  the  west,  hail  alforded  of  the  national  re- 
pugnance to  the  measure  of  the  late  session,  would, 
in  the  resources  of  their  wisdom  and  acknowledged 
abilities,  have  presented  us  some  other,  on  which 
we  might  have  rallied  with  more  harmonious  opin- 
ions. I am  sorry  to  say  that,  in  the  examination 
of  the  bill  on  your  table,  I have  found  nothing  to 
justify  or  sustain  this  hope.  It  is,  in  every  essential 
respect,  a reproduction  of  the  condemned  measure 
of  the  late  session,  with  some  superadded  features, 
which  only  seem  to  aggravate  its  deformity  and  in- 
crease its  dangers.  It  commits,  as  that  did,  the 
millions  of  public  treasure  to  the  hazardous  and  de- 
moralizing possession  of  executive  agents — it  levies 
that  treasure  from  the  pockets  of  the  people,  alter 
a short  period,  in  gold  and  silver  only — it  then  dis- 
poses these  collections  in  masses  at  a few  important 
commercial  points,  to  serve  as  a basis  ol  operations, 
which  must  inevitably  terminate  in  a great  govern- 
ment bunk — and  to  take  charge  of  and  manage  this 
machinery,  it  institutes  a new  corps  of  executive 
officers,  whose  very  name,  (receivers  general,) 
calls  up  by  an  indissoluble  association,  the  extrava- 
gance, the  peculation,  the  clumsy  magnificence  of 
that  bloated  and  unwieldy  system  of  French  finance, 
which  is  the  acknowledged  prototype  of  this  new 
scheme. 

I propose,  Mr.  President,  in  as  brief  and  rapid  a 
manner  as  possible,  to  pass  in  review  the  principal 
points  of  this  new  financial  project.  Its  fundamental 
and  vital  principle  is  to  collect  the  public  revenue 
in  gold  and  silver  only,  out  of  a circulation  consist- 
ing exclusively  now,  and  mainly  at  all  times,  of 
bank  paper  for  the  common  use  of  the  people.  Of 
this  invidious  discrimination  between  the  money  of 
the  government  and  the  money  of  the  people,  and 
its  anti-republican  and  injurious  tendencies,  I had 
an  opportunity  of  stating  my  views  very  fully  dur- 
ing the  late  session  of  congress.  It  was  the  subject 
of  very  thorough  discussion  on  both  sides,  at'that 
time  ; and  for  one  I am  perfectly  content  to  abide 
the  verdict  of  public  opinion  on  tile  arguments,  on 
the  one  side  and  the  other,  then  presented.  It  was 
shown,  in  my  judgment,  most  conclusively  that  the 
effect  of  this  principle  would  be  permanently  to 
create  two  currencies  in  the  country — one  and  that  j 
the  “ better”  one  for  the  government,  another  and 
inferior  one  for  the  people — that  it  would  thus  se- 
parate the  interests  of  the  governors  from  those  of 
the  governed,  destroying  that  bond  of  sympathy  and 
common  feeling  between  them  which  is  the  best,  if 
not  the  only,  security  for  a sound  administration  of 
public  affairs — that  it  would  indefinitely  protract 
the  present  derangement  of  the  currency  and  de- 
liver it  over  finally  to  a state  of  hopeless  and  irre- 
mediable disorder — and  that  its  operation  upon  the 
institutions  of  the  states  w ould  be  of  the  most  hos- 
tile and  destructive  character.  I should  not  now 
recur  to  these  topics,  having  heretofore  discussed 
them  fully,  but  that  the  senator  from  New  York, 
(Mr.  Wright,)  has  thought  proper  again  to  argue 
them,  and  I must  say,  with  all  his  ingenuity,  has 
failed,  in  my  estimation,  to  shake  a single  position 
maintained  by  the  opponents  of  his  bill.  It  has  been 
fashionable  to  denounce  these  objections  as  mere  ad 
caplandum  arguments  ; but,  sir,  have  they  been 
answered?  Can  they  be  answered,  otherwise  than 
by  returning  epithets  for  arguments  ? 

That  measure  would  establish  a distinction,  an 
odious  distinction,  between  the  currency  of  the 
government  and  the  currency  of  the  people,  cannot 
be  denied,  for  such  is  the  positive  provision  of  the 
bill.  It  expressly  require? that,  after  a certain  time, 
the  government  shall  receive,  in  discharge  of  the 
public  dues,  and  pay  to  its  officers  and  other  cre- 
ditors, nothing  but  gold  and  silver  or  its  own  paper, 
while  the  common  currency,  in  which  the  people 
transact  their  dealings,  would  still  remain  bank  pa- 
per. The  fact,  then,  is  undeniable.  But  it  is  inti- 
mated there  is  nothing  wrong  in  this  ; and  we,  who 
oppose  it  are  asked  if  we  would  have  the  goverri- 
inent  in  the  present  condition  of  things,  for  exam- 
ple, to  receive  its  revenue  in  the  various  spurious 
substitutes  for  money,  which  now  form  so  large  a 
portion  of  the  actual  circulation  of  the  country. 
The  answer,  sir,  costs  me  no  embarrassment.  I 
say,  no  ; but  this  is  precisely  a case  in  which  the 
exception  proves  the  rule.  The  present  is  a tempo- 
rary and  accidental  state  of  things;  and  the  refusal 
of  the  government,  under  existing  circumstances,  to 
receive  the  degraded  currency  of  the  times  in  pay- 
ment of  the  public  revenue,  so  far  from  being 


founded  on  any  permanent  distinction  between  the 
currency  of  the  government  and  tire  currency  of  the 
people,  is  intended  to  do  away  this  distinction,  and 
to  provide  a sound  convertible  currency  for  the 
common  use  of  both  government  and  people — for 
the  joint  resolution  of  1816,  which  is  still  the  law  of 
the  land,  expressly  declares  that  when  the  banks 
shall  resume  specie  payments  and  thus  provide  the 
people  with  a sound  convertible  currency,  that  cur- 
rency shall  be  equally  receivable  by  the  government 
in  discharge  ofits  dues.  But  the  bill  of  the  honor- 
able senator  contemplates  no  such  thing.  It  re- 
jects the  paper  of  the  banks  inexorably,  under  all 
circumstances  whatever — even  though  convertible 
instantly  into  specie.  It  will  have,  for  the  govern- 
ment, nothing  but  gold  and  silver,  or  its  own  paper. 
It  demands,  with  Shylock  severity,  its  “ pound  of 
Jlesh ,”  and  that,  too,  without  the  condition  of  hu- 
manity imposed  ori  the  Venitian  Jew  “not  to  spill 
a drop  of  Christian  blood”  in  the  exaction. 

The  honorable  senator  from  New  York  seems, 
however,  to  have  persuaded  himself  that  the  requi- 
sition of  gold  and  silver  in  payment  of  the  public 
dues  would  improve  the  general  currency  by  bring- 
ing into  circulation  a larger  portion  of  the  precious 
metals.  But,  sir,  how  can  this  be  ? It  was  shown, 
in  the  discussions  of  the  late  session  of  congress, 
that  when  there  are  two  currencies  in  a country, 
one  answering  all  the  purposes  of  the  other,  and  a 
valuable  purpose  besides,  that  which  answers  the 
additional  purpose,  would  be  at  a premium,  and  be- 
ing so,  would  not  enter  into  general  circulation,  but 
be  bought  and  sold  as  an  article  of  merchandise. 
According  to  this  law  of  currency,  it  would  follow, 
under  the  operation  of  the  proposed  system,  that 
gold  and  silver  only,  being  applicable  to  revenue 
payments,  they  would,  in  general,  command  a pre- 
mium, and  would  consequently  be  withdrawn  from 
general  circulation.  They  would  be  sold  by  the 
broker  to  the  public  debtor,  who  would  pay  them  to 
the  government — by  the  government,  they  would 
be  fiaid  out  to  the  public  creditor,  and  the  public 
creditor  would  go  and  sell  them  again  to  the  broker. 
This  would  be  the  narrow  and  charmed  circle  of 
their  movement.  They  could  never  enter  into  the 
general  circulation,  under  such  circumstances;  nor, 
indeed,  under  any  circumstances,  (as  has  been  am- 
ply shown  on  another  occasion,)  without  a previous 
suppression  of  the  smaller  denominations  of  bank 
notes,  for  which  this  bill  contains  no  provision. 

Trie  honorable  senator  also  argues,  that  this  policy 
would  tend  to  secure  soundness  in  the  paper  portion 
of  the  currency,  by  checking  over-issues  of  the 
banks.  But,  instead  of  contributing  to  the  sound- 
ness of  the  paper  currency,  it  would  necessarily  in- 
crease its  insecurity.  The  great  source  of  insecu- 
rity in  the  banking  system  at  present,  as  is  well 
known,  is  the  danger  of  a suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments arising  from  a foreign  drain  of  the  precious 
metals.  But  this  measure  would  superadd  to  the 
foreign  an  internal  drain  of  specie,  to  be  locked  up 
in  the  vaults  of  the  government;  and,  from  the  na- 
ture of  things,  this  internal  andexternal  drain  would 
occur  at  the  same  moment,  and  exert  together  their 
destructive  influence  upon  the  banks.  It  would  be 
in  years  of  heavy  importations  that,  the  balance  of 
trade  turning  against  the  country,  the  foreign  drain 
would  be  most  sensibly  felt,  and  it  would  be  pre- 
cisely, under  such  circumstances,  that  the  demand 
for  specie  to  pay  the  duties,  on  these  importations 
being  greatly  augmented,  the  internal  drain  would 
operate  also  with  most  severity.  How  then  can 
the  honorable  senator  imagine  that  the  security  of 
the  paper  currency,  supplied  by  the  banks,  is  to  be 
increased  by  exposing  them  to  a double  pressure, 
from  within  and  from  without,  at  so  critical  a mo- 
ment. 

In  regard  to  the  hostile  operation  of  this  measure 
on  tile  state  currencies,  and  the  credit  institutions  of 
the  stales,  the  honorable  senator  has  taken  up  the 
subject  in  far  too  narrow  a point  of  view.  He  spoke 
as  if  the  whole  matter  of  complaint,  in  this  respect, 
consisted  in  withholding  the  depositesof  the  public 
money  from  the  banks.  But,  sir,  the  gist  of  the 
question  does  not  lie  here.  This  is  a matter  in 
which  the  convenience  and  the  safety  of  the  govern- 
ment itself  are  concerned  far  more  than  any  interest 
of  the  banks  generally,  or  of  the  states  by  which 
they  are  created.  The  real  grievance  is  in  the  stern 
exclusion  by  law  of  the  sound  convertible  currencies 
of  the  states  from  all  transactions  of  the  federal 
government,  (transactions  in  which  they  have  been 
heretofore  invariably  admitted,  from  the  origin  of 
the  government  to  the  present  day,)  the  official  dis- 
credit and  protest,  in  advance,  thus  stamped  upon 
those  currencies  by  the  unfriendly  action  of  this 
government,  giving  the  signal  for  general  distrust 
and  want  of  confidence  in  regard  to  them.  Sir,  it 
will  be  no  difficult  matter  to  show  that,  under  the 
blight  of  this  legislative  denunciation,  and  in  the 
progressive  working  of  the  system  now  proposed, 


the  state  currencies  will  be  finally  broken  down,  and 
a national  government  paper  currency,  resting  on 
the  same  principles  as  our  old  continental  money, 
be  made  to  take  their  place.  But  the  senator  from 
New  York  tells  us  that  the  state  currencies  will  en- 
joy as  much  favor  under  the  new  policy,  as  they  did 
under  the  regime  of  the  United  States  Bank — that 
that  institution  very  rarely  received  the  notes  of  the 
slate  banks  in  collection  of  the  public  revenue,  and 
when  it  did  so,  it  promptly  returned  them  for  conver- 
sion into  specie.  I certainly  had  riot  expected,  Mr. 
President,  that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  would 
be  held  up,  from  that  quarter,  as  a model  for  imita- 
tion, in  regard  to  its  policy  toward  the  state  institu- 
tions. But  the  senator  is  mistaken  in  what  he  says 
of  the  course  of  that  institution,  and  it  will  appear 
that  even  its  policy  was  one  of  far  more  liberality 
toward  the  state  institutions  than  that  which  the 
honorable  senator  himself  now  proposes.  It  is  offi- 
cially stated  in  the  triennial  report  of  the  president 
ot  that  institution  to  the  stockholders  in  September, 
1831,  that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  in  the 
practice  of  “ receiving  freely  the  notes  of  the  state 
banks,  within  convenient  reach  of  the  bank  and  its 
branches;”  and  this  free  reception  ol  the  notes  of 
the  state  banks  and  periodical  “ settlements  of  ac- 
counts” with  them,  were  the  boasted  means  on 
which  that  institution  relied  to  regulate  and  preserve 
the  soundness  of  the  general  currency  of  the  coun- 
try. It  is  farther  shown  by  the  answer  of  that  offi- 
cer to  certain  interrogatories  propounded  to  him  by 
the  committee  on  finance,  of  this  body,  in  March, 
1830,  that  though  frequent  “ settlements  of  accounts” 
were  made  by  the  Bank  of  Ihe  United  States  with 
the  state  banks,  they  were  “rarely  forced  to  pay 
specie”  to  any  considerable  amount  for  their  notes, 
but  payment  was  taken  in  their  bills  of  exchange, 
or  balances  permitted  to  lie  over,  ’till  melted  down 
in  the  ordinary  course  of  their  business  and  mutual 
transactions.  This  statement  is  sustained,  through 
a series  of  years,  by  the  annual  returns  of  the  bank 
to  congress,  exhibiting  generally  large  balances  due 
to  it  from  the  state  banks.  But,  sir,  even  though  the 
course  of  the  United  States  Bank  had  been  as  un- 
friendly toward  the  state  institutions,  as  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  supposes,  the  law  of  the  land, 
the  legislation  of  congress,  made  no  attack  on  them, 
as  is  now  proposed.  On  the  contrary,  their  credit 
was  cherished  and  sustained  by  the  law;  for  the 
joint  resolution  of  18 16  expressly  declared  that  their 
notes,  when  convertible  on  demand  into  specie, 
should  be  receivable,  equally  with  specie,  in  pay- 
ment of  public  dues.  This  is  the  important  consi- 
deration ; for  in  the  law,  in  the  policy  and  language 
of  ihe  government,  abides  mainly  that  principle  of 
confidence,  on  which  all  paper  currency  rests,  and 
which  is  now  proposed  to  be  rudely  withdrawn 
Irom  the  currencies  of  the  states,  however  unques- 
tionable their  soundness  and  value. 

But  Mr.  President,  without  dwelling  farther  on 
these  considerations,  I beg  leave  to  ask  gentlemen 
who  are  so  zealously  patronising  the  policy  of  this 
measure,  if  they  can  adduce  to  us,  from  ancient  or 
modern  times,  from  civilized  or  even  barbarous 
communities,  a solitary  example  of  a government 
demanding  and  collecting  its  revenue  in  a currency 
different  from  the  common,  actual  currency  of  the 
country.  If  there  be  any  such,  it  has  escaped  my 
researches.  In  countries  where  the  public  revenue 
may  have  been,  or  may  now  be,  collected  in  gold 
and  silver,  it  will  be  found  that  gold  and  silver  con- 
stitute the  common,  actual  currency  of  the  people. 
Even  in  England  and  France,  where  the  circulation 
consists,  in  so  large  a proportion  of  the  precious 
metals,  the  revenue  payments  are,  by  no  means, 
confined  to  gold  and  silver:  but  bank  notes  are  free- 
ly received  in  both,  in  discharge  ol  the  government 
dues.  It  is,  indeed,  a fundamental  maxim  of  taxa- 
tion, laid  down  by  all  writers  on  political  economy,* 
and  respected  in  the  practice  of  all  governments, 
that  the  mode  of  payment  of  the  public  contribu- 
tions ought  to  be  that  most  consistent  with  the  con- 
venience of  the  payers— the  great  body  of  the  com- 
munity. Is  it  reserved  for  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  in  its  theory  the  most  popular  on 
earth,  and  claiming  the  merit  of  the  closest  sympa- 
thy with  the  wants  and  interests  of  the  people,  to 
set  the  first  example  of  a departure  from  this  just 

and  benignant  rule  of  policy?  and  for  what  reason 

for  what  purpose  ? I think  I have  shown  that  none 
of  the  great  interests  of  the  country  are  to  be  pro- 
moted by  it.  It  may,  it  is  true,  be  quite  agreeable 
to  the  office-holders,  and  other  recipients  of  the 
bounty  of  the  government,  to  obtain  their  emolu- 
ments in  a “better”  currency,  than  the  common 
currency  of  the  people  ; but  surely  this  will  be  held 
no  legitimate  consideration  for  legislators  and  states- 
men. What  end,  then,  is  to  be  answered?  What 
object  to  be  promoted  by  the  introduction  of  this 


* Smith’s  Wealth  of  Nations— Book  V,  chap.  II- 
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anomaly  in  the  history  of  legislation  ? Is  it  to  carry 
out  some  theoretical  dogma — some  mere  common 
place  of  party  ? Is  it,  in  stiort,  to  satisfy  the  notions 
coached  and  propagated  under  the  well-sounding 
phrase  constitutional  currency. 

I ask,  then,  what  is  meant  by  this  phrase  ? Is  it 
meant  that  no  other  currency  is  constitutional  but 
gold  and  silver?  If  so,  I deny  the  proposition. 
Bank  notes,  as  currency,  are  as  constitutional  as  gold 
and  silver.  The  constitution,  it  is  true,  declares 
that  “no  state  shall  make  any  thing  but  gold  and 
silver  coin  a tender  in  payment  of  debts.”  This 
was  intended  to  establish  an  ultimate  standard  of 
value  for  the  adjustment  of  contracts,  where  the 
parties  chose  to  insist  on  the  strictness  of  legal 
rights,  but  not  to  prevent  the  slates  from  authorizing 
convertible  representatives  ot  that  value  to  be  used 
as  currency,  or  a common  medium  of  exchange  and 
circulation,  in  the  ordinary  business  ot  life.  On  the 
contrary,  those  representatives  in  the  shape  of  bank 
notes,  were  known  and  used  as  currency,  at  the  time 
of  the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  and  nothing  in 
that  instrument  prohibits  them— the  states  have, 
constantly  since,  been  in  the  habit  of  creating  cor- 
porations, authorized  to  issue  and  circulate  them — 
the  pow'er,  thus  exercised  by  the  states,  has  been 
invariably  acquiesced  in  and  recognised  by  the  ge- 
neral government — and  recently  it  has  been  deter- 
mined by  the  solemn  and  unanimous  judgment  of 
the  highest  judicial  tribunal  of  the  country,  (in  the 
case  of  Briscoe  vs.  the  Commonwealth  Bank  of  Ken- 
tucky,) that  the  states  rightfully  and  constitution- 
ally possess  the  power.  I say  it  was  unanimously 
so  decided  by  the  supreme  court,  because,  although 
a minority  of  the  court  were  of  opinion  that,  where 
the  state  owned  the  entire  stock  of  the  bank,  the  ex- 
ercise of  the  power  would  be  an  infringement  of  the 
constitutional  prohibition  on  the  states  “to  emit 
bills  of  credit,”  yet  all  the  judges  concurred,  that 
the  authority  of  the  states  was  unquestionable  where 
the  stock  of  the  banks  was  owned  either  by  indivi- 
duals entirely,  or  by  them  in  common  with  the  state 
as  a partial  stockholder.  State  bank  notes,  then, 
being  issued  in  pursuance  of  an  unquestionable  con- 
stitutional authority,  are  a constitutional  currency,  as 
well  as  gold  and  silver.  It  is  true,  a creditor  can- 
not be  compelled  to  accept  payment  of  bis  debt  in 
bank  notes,  if  he  object  to  doing  so  ; but  this  does 
not  affect  their  character  as  currency,  as  a common 
medium  of  exchange  and  circulation,  or  prevent  a 
payment  in  bank  notes  from  being  a final  and  com- 
plete discharge  of  the  debt,  if  accepted. 

But,  perhaps,  by  this  oft  repeated  phrase,  it  is 
meant  to  be  implied  that  there  is  some  special 
constitutional  obligation  on  the  government  to  de- 
mand its  dues  in  gold  and  silver.  There  is  as  little 
foundation,  however,  for  this  notion  as  for  that 
which  I have  just  exposed.  The  government  is 
like  every  other  creditor.  It  has  the  power,  as  ev- 
ery individual  creditor  has,  (if  it  chooses  wantonly 
to  exert  it,  and  to  recur  to  the  rigor  of  strict  right,) 
to  insist  on  the  payment  of  its  dues  in  gold  and 
silver;  but,  as  an  individual  creditor  also,  it  may 
waive  its  strict  right,  the  sternness  of  the  summuin 
jus,  (which,  we  are  told,  is  most  frequently  summa 
injuria,)  and  receive  its  dues  in  the  same  medium 
which  individuals  and  the  people,  by  common  con- 
sent, use  for  the  adjustment  of  their  transactions. 
This  it  has  done,  from  the  adoption  of  the  consti- 
tution to  the  present  day,  and  never,  heretofore, 
with  any  question  of  the  constitutionality  of  the 
procedure.  It  not  only  has  the  constitutional  pow- 
er which  every  other  creditor  has,  to  waive  the 
strictness  of  its  right,  in  this  respect,  but  it  is  es- 
pecially incumbent  on  it,  as  the  common  agent  ol 
the  people,  guided  by  that  fundamental  and  be- 
nignant maxim  of  taxation,  to  which  I have  alrea- 
dy adverted,  to  waive  an  extreme  right,  which,  in 
its  exercise,  would  so  seriously  affect  the  conve- 
nience of  its  constituents — the  great  body  of  the 
people. 

We  must  n.ot,  then,  be  led  away,  under  the  do- 
minion of  well-sounding  phrases,  of  plausible  or 
pompous  common  places,  to  disregard  the  real  in- 
terests of  the  country.  As  legislators  and  states- 
men, we  must  emancipate  our  minds  from  the  de- 
lusive authority  of  mere  dogmas,  and  look  to  the 
consequences  of  our  actions,  the  practical  effects 
of  our  measures.  If  we  trace  this  requisition  of 
specie  for  the  public  dues  in  its  effects  on  the  actual 
business  of  society,  we  shall  find  that  it  is  calcu- 
lated to  convulse  the  whole  monetary  system  of 
the  country,  and  to  keep  it  in  a state  of  ceaseless 
and  distressing  commotion.  Under  the  operation 
of  the  banking  system  as  it  exists  in  this  country, 
specie  is  to  be  regarded  not  so  much  a part  of  the 
currency,  a3  the  basis  or  source  of  a far  larger  por- 
tion. For  every  dollar  of  hard  money  that  is  taken 
from  the  banks,  four  or  five  times  its  amount  is 
withdrawn  in  another  form  from  the  actual  circula- 
tion of  the  country.  Bearing  this  in  mind,  let  us 


see  how  the  proposed  system  would  work.  In 
years  of  abundant  importation,  the  circulation  of 
the  seaports  being  insufficient  to  furnish  the  requi- 
site sums  of  specie  to  pay  the  duties,  large  amounts 
would  be  drawn  from  the  south  and  west  to  meet 
the  demands  of  the  custom  house  in  the  north  and 
east.  The  sections,  thus  stript  of  their  specie, 
would  be,  all  at  once,  subjected  to  the  greatest  of 
all  calamities  in  a pecuniary  point  of  view — that 
of  a deficient  circulation,  suddenly  contracted,  not 
in  the  ratio,  merely,  of  the  specie  removed,  but  of 
four  or  five  times  its  amount ; for  to  that  extent 
would  the  banks  be  compelled  to  call  in  their  cir- 
culation, in  order  to  meet  the  drafts  upon  them  for 
the  precious  metals.  Under  this  desolating  pro- 
cess, the  prices  of  property  would  be  struck  down, 
the  relation  of  debtor  and  creditor  violently  dis- 
turbed, and  every  branch  of  industry  paralysed 
and  withered.  On  the  other  hand,  when  the  land 
sales  became  active,  the  current  would  be  reversed, 
large  masses  of  specie  would  be  drawn  from  the 
north  and  the  east  to  the  south  and  the  west,  at- 
tended with  the  same  distressing  effects  on  the. 
trade  and  industry  of  the  country,  and  only  shifting 
the  theatre  of  their  disastrous  operation.  What 
could  result  from  this  perpetual  dragging,  to  and 
fro,  of  the  specie  of  the  country,  contrary  to  the 
natural  laws  of  trade,  and  in  obedience  only  to 
arbitrary  governmental  regulations,  but  incessant 
throes  and  convulsions  in  the  whole  system  of  its 
business  and  currency? 

It  would  be  some  compensation,  in  a national 
point  of  view,  if  the  specie,  of  which  different 
portions  of  the  country  would,  in  their  turn,  be 
stript,  under  the  operation  of  this  new  system, 
wereTestored  to  active  and  beneficial  use  in  those 
sections  to  which  it  would  be  transferred.  But 
would  this  be  the  case  ? No,  sir.  The  whole  sur- 
plus, beyond  the  current  disbursemment  of  the 
government,  would  rest  in  barren  and  unproduc- 
tive idleness,  in  the  “vaults  and  iron  safes”  of 
your  sub  treasuries.  It  would  be  an  annihilation 
of  so  much  of  the  national  capital,  susceptible  of 
multiplication,  through  conventional  substitutes,  to 
four  times  its  nominal  amount,  and  capable  of  fruc- 
tifying ami  sustaining  the  national  industry  to  a 
corresponding  extent.  I must  confess,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, that  this  monopoly  and  hoarding  of  the  pre- 
cious metals  by  the  government,  does  seem  to  me 
unworthy  of  the  age  in  which  we  live.  We  may 
find  examples  of  it  among  the  nations  of  antiquity. 
But  their  circumstances  were  very  different  from 
ours.  They  were  engaged  in  frequent  wars,  and 
they  accumulated  their  treasure  in  advance,  as  a 
provision  for  those  national  emergencies,  always 
with  them,  more  or  less  near  at  hand.  It  may  also 
deserve  consideration  whether  the  practice  which 
prevailed  among  them  of  hoarding  the  public  trea- 
sure was  not  the  cause,  fully  as  much  as  the  effect, 
of  the  frequency  of  their  wars;  for  the  relief  to 
industry  from  unlocking  those  vast  hoards  in  time 
of  war,  may  well  be  conceived  to  have  rendered 
the  occurrence  of  war  no  unwelcome  event  to  their 
crowded  populations.  If  we  descend  to  modern 
times,  we  find  no  instance  of  this  national  hoard- 
ing, but  among  rude  and  uncivilized  communities — 
the  barbary  powers  of  the  tartar  tribes,  for  ex- 
ample. The  dey  of  Algiers  is  said  to  have  been 
the  master  of  a large  hoard  of  accumulated  trea- 
sure, when  he  was  expelled  from  his  dominions  by 
the  French.  So,  also,  was  Mazeppa,  the  celebra- 
ted Cossack  chieftain,  the  untutored  ally  of  Charles 
the  XII.  But  surely,  we  are  not  going  to  the  banks 
of  the  Dnieper,  or  the  shores  of  Africa,  for  lessons 
in  policy  and  legislation.  We  shall  not  thus,  I 
humbly  trust,  dishonor  the  spirit  of  the  age,  belie 
the  genius  of  our  free  institutions,  aud  mar  the 
destinies  of  our  great  and  glorious  country. 

Butthere  are  aspects  of  this  measure  even  more 
dangerous  and  alarming.  In  the  remarks  I had  the 
honor  to  submit  to  the  senate,  at  the  late  Session.  I 
said  that  this  scheme  had  a squinting,  “ an  awful 
squinting”  towards  a treasury  bank.  It  now  has 
that  character  boldly  planted  on  its  front.  It  is,  to 
all  intents  and  purposes,  a great  government  bank; 
and  of  this  I persuade  myself  I shall  be  able  to 
satisfy  every  gentleman  who  will  do  me  the  honor 
to  accompany  me  in  the  analysis  I propose  to  make 
of  its  composition.  In  the  first  place,  the  national 
revenue,  collected  in  gold  ami  silver,  is  to  be  dispo- 
sed in  masses  at  certain  leading  points,  designated 
by  their  importance  in  a commercial,  financial,  or 
political  view.  The  bill  directs  that  there  shall 
be  a great  central  depot  of  it  in  the  new  treasury 
building  here — another  depot  in  the  mint  of  Phila- 
delphia— a third  at  the  branch  mint  at  New  Or- 
leans, and  four  other  similar  depots  of  the  national 
treasure  in  gold  and  silver,  at  New  York,  Boston, 
Charleston,  at  St  Louis.  Buildings  are  to  he  erect- 
ed (where  they  do  not  already  exist,)  for  the  re- 
ception and  security  of  these  funds,  fitted  up  with 


vaults,  safes,  and  all  the  usual  appendages  of  a 
banking  establishment.  The  treasurer  and  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  are  to  preside,  particularly, 
over  the  central  establishment  here— the  treasurer 
of  the  mint  and  the  branch  mint  over  the  estab- 
lishments in  Philadelphia  and  New  Orleans,  and 
four  receivers  general,  with  their  clerks  and  assis- 
tants, over  those  at  New  York,  Boston,  Charleston, 
and  St.  Louis.  Thus  you  have  the  funds  or  capital 
to  operate  on,  placed  in  position  at  suitable  points, 
and  a complete  organization  of  officers  to  manage 
and  administer  those  funds.  Nothing  but  the  plas- 
tic hand  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  will  be 
wanting  to  mould  these  materials  into  a hank,  and 
to  give  motion  and  direction  to  the  machine.  How 
will  it  be  done  ? The  modus  operandi  will  be  per- 
fectly natural  and  simple. 

The  government  funds,  compared  with  the  dis- 
bursements to  be  made,  will  be  in  excess  in  some 
places,  while  they  w ill  be  deficient  in  others.  They 
must  then  be  transferred  from  one  place  of  deposite 
to  another.  This  will  hardly  ever,  it  is  to  be  pre- 
sumed, be  done  by  an  actual  transportation  of  spe- 
cie. It  will,  doubtless,  be  generally  effected  by 
the  Ordinary  commercial  means  of  drafts  and  bills 
of  exchange.  The  bill  most  sedulously  gives  to 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  an  unlimited  discre- 
tionary authority  to  make  and  order  these  transfers 
from  one  place  of  deposite  to  another,  and  from 
one  individual  depository  to  another.  At  a place, 
therefore,  where  the  government  funds  are  in  ex- 
cess, and  he  wishes  to  transfer  a portion  of  them  to 
some  other  place  where  they  are  deficient,  he  w ill 
naturally  direct  a draft,  or  bill  of  exchange  on  the 
latter  place  to  be  bought,  paying  for  it  out  of  the 
specie  accumulated  in  excess  at  the  place  of  the 
negotiation.  On  the  other,  hand,  when  he  wishes 
to  draw  funds  from  a distant  place,  where  they  are 
in  excess,  to  a place  where  they  are  deficient,  a bill 
on  the  former  place  will  be  sold,  and  the  money  re- 
ceived for  it,  added  to  the  deficient  funds  at  the 
place  of  the  negotiation.  The  officers  of  the  gov- 
ernment, thus  operating  on  the  public  funds  under 
this  system,  would  become  habitual  dealers  in 
exchange — a regular  and  acknowledged  branch 
of  the  business  of  banking.  In  the  exercise  of 
these  f»netions,  the  accommodation  of  indivi- 
d rals  would  come  to  be  fully  as  much  consulted  as 
the  wants  of  the  government.  The  receiver  gen- 
eral at  St.  Louis,  for  example,  having  an  excess  of 
the  public  moneys  in  his  hands,  and  instructed  to 
transfer  that  excess  to  the  sub-treasury  at  New 
York,  would  naturally  do  so  by  buying  drafts  of 
merchants  or  other  individuals  on  the  latter  place. 
But  in  this  application  of  the  public  money  to  the 
purchase  of  drafts,  what  an  endless  field  would 
there  be  for  undue  favors  to  individuals,  as  well  in 
discriminating  among  those  who  might  have  drafts 
to  sell,  as  in  adjusting  the  price  and  other  terms  of 
the  purchase.  So.  likewise,  if  we  suppose  the  re- 
ceiver general  at  New  York,  authorised  to  draw  a 
surplus  of  public  moneys  from  St.  Louis,  he  would 
do  so  by  selling  drafts  on  the  receiver  general  at 
St.  Louis;  and  in  this  operation  of  selling,  there 
would  be  precisely  the  same  danger  of  abuse,  and 
of  the  influence  of  personal  considerations,  as  I 
have  just  shown  to  exist  in  that  of  buying  ex- 
change. 

It  is  also  very  casv  to  perceive  that,  under  the 
forms  of  buying  anil  selling  bills  of  exchange  by 
government  officers,  real  loans  to  individuals  may 
be  couched.  I f 1 buy,  for  example,  a bill  of  ex- 
change which  has  sixty  or  ninety  days  to  run,  and 
pay  for  it  in  cash,  as  I suppose  to  be  done  in  the 
case,  put  above,  of  a receiver  general  purchasing 
bills  to  transfer  an  excess  of  public  moneys  in  his 
hands,  what  is  this  in  fact  but  a loan  of  money  to 
be  returned,  at  the  end  of  sixty  or  ninety  days,  at 
some  other  place  where  the  government  wants  it. 
It  is,  indeed,  except  as  to  place,  the  ordinary  form 
of  discounting  mercantile  paper.  In  like  manner, 
the  sale  of  a bill  of  exchange,  to  be  paid  for  at  a 
future  day,  is  a very  convenient  medium  of  a real 
loan.  The  purchaser  immediately  sells  the  bill  he 
has  bought,  realizes  it  in  money,  the  use  of  which 
he  enjoys  for  the  stipulated  period,  and  then  returns 
it  with  the  rate  of  profit  agreed  upon  in  the  nomi- 
nal purchase.  The  transaction  is,  to  every  practi- 
cal intent,  a loan;  and  professional  gentlemen, 
conversant  with  the  devices  practised  to  evade  the 
statutes  against  usury,  will  tell  you  thal  nothing  is 
more  common  than  to  make  a real  loan  under  this 
very  form  of  selling  a bill  of  exchange.  We  see, 
then,  that  the  officers  of  the  treasury,  under  the 
organization  provided  by  this  bill,  would  not  only 
be  engaged  in  buying  and  selling  bills  of  exchange, 
but  they  would  have  the  power  of  discounting  mer- 
cantile paper  and  making  real  loans.  Thus  the 
bill  creates,  in  effect,  a bank  of  discount. 

It  would,  moreover,  be  a bank  of  deposite,  for 
the  27th  section  of  the  bill  expressly  authorises  in- 
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dividuals  to  deposile  money  in  the  “treasury,  or  at 
such  other  points  as  the  treasurer  inay  designate,” 
the  receipts  for  which,  it  is  declared,  shall  be  cur- 
rent in  the  several  land  offices  as  cash.  This,  I 
ain  aware,  is  but  a special  arid  limited  provision, 
confined  at  present  to  payments  in  advance  for 
public  lands.  But  the  principle  being  once  intro- 
duced, will,  from  time  to  time,  be  extended  toother 
cases.  I shall  hereafter  have  occasion  to  show 
that  president  Jackson,  when  he  suggested  the 
idea  of  a government  bank,  of  which  this  bill  seems 
to  be  the  developement,  expressly  recommended 
that  it  should  be  based  upon  individual,  as  well  as 
public  deposites. 

The  organization  instituted  by  this  bill  would 
also  be  a bank  of  circulation,  for  the  drafts,  re- 
ceipts, and  other  paper  authorized  to  be  issued  by 
the  officers  of  the  treasury,  under  the  provisions  of 
the  bill,  would  form  a part  of  the  actual  currency 
and  circulation  of  the  country.  That  it  is  design- 
ed, through  the  medium  of  this  machinery,  to  is- 
sue permanently  a government  paper  currency, 
under  some  form  or  other,  is  sufficiently  evinced  by 
the  alternative  clause  of  the  bill  relating  to  receipts 
and  payments  by  the  government,  which  requires 
that  all  such  receipts  and  payments,  after  a certain 
eriod,  shall  be  in  gold  and  silver,  “or  in  notes, 
ills,  or  paper,  issued  under  the  authority  of  the 
United  States.”  The  senator  from  South  Carolina, 
(Mr.  Calhoun,)  the  patron  and  champion  of  this 
bill,  and  the  author  of  the  provision  just  referred  to, 
is  known  to  advocate  a paper  currency  of  that  des- 
cription, issued  and  resting  exclusively  on  the  cred- 
it of  the  government.  The  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury too,  in  his  report  on  the  finances,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  session,  does  not  hesitate 
to  ask  congress  for  the  permanent  grant  of  an  au- 
thority to  issue  Ireasury  notes,  (at  his  discretion, 
within  a certain  limit,)  according  to  the  varying 
wants  of  the  treasury.  But  the  design  of  supplying 
a paper  medium,  for  general  circulation,  through 
the  fiscal  action  of  the  government,  is  more  fully 
developed  in  the  report  of  that  officer  at  the  last 
session,  and  from  that  document,  I beg  leave  to 
read  to  the  senate  a few  significant  extracts. 

“ Should  congress,”  says  the  secretary,  “ deter- 
mine that  it  is  proper  to  furnish  by  its  own  author- 
ity, and  for  the  purposes  before  mentioned,  some 
paper  medium  of  higher  character,  and  other  than 
what  now  exists  in  private  bills  of  exchange,  or 
notes  of  stale  banks,  no  doubt  exists,  that  any  bene- 
fits which  may  occasionally  be  derived  from  its 
employment  can  be  readily  secured,  without  tread- 
ing on  the  debateable  ground  of  either  the  power 
or  the  policy  of  chartering  a national  bank.  Certi- 
ficates, not  on  interest,  but  payable  in  specie  to 
bearer  or  order,  as  well  as  being  receivable  for  all 
public  dues,  could  be  authorized  to  be  given  in 
ayment  to  the  public  creditor,  whenever  preferred 
y him.  and  sufficient  specie  existed  in  the  trea- 
sury. This  kind  of  paper  would  be  very  conve- 
nient in  form,  and  would  differ  little  from  the  drafts 
now’  in  use  on  banks,  except  being  drawn  on  a 
known  specie  fund,  and  expressing  on  its  face  not 
only  this,  but  its  being  receivable,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, for  all  public  dues.  It  would  possess  the 
highest  credit  attainable  in  society.”  “The  com- 
mon dralts  of  this  department,  in  the  present  con- 
venient form,  possess  one  advantage,  which  could 
be  imparted  to  the  certificates.  When  used  at 
laces  against  which  the  balance  of  trade  exists, 
ut  drawn  on  places,  in  whose  favor  it  is,  the  for- 
mer do  now,  and  may  hereafter,  not  only  facilitate 
essentially  the  domestic  exchanges,  but  at  the  same 
time,  supersede  numerous  bank  transfers,  and  the 
more  expensive  transportation  of  specie  itself.” 
“The  mint  certificates,  heretofore  given  on  the 
deposite  of  bullion  and  specie  for  coinage,  might  be 
easily  made  running  to  bearer  or  order,  and  receiva- 
ble for  all  public  dues;  and,  in  that  way,  would 
entribute  to  the  same  desirable  ends.” 

“ It  must  be  obvious  that  the  paper  of  any  bank 
would  be  less  safe  and  useful  in  being  received  for 
public  dues,  in  proportion  as  it  may  want  such  solid 
securities  and  foundations  as  the  certificates  before 
described.” 

My  purpose  is  not  now  to  discuss  the  supposed 
advantages  of  this  government  paper  currency,  so 
much  lauded  by  the  secretary.  The  great  recom- 
mendation of  it,  in  bis  eyes,  is  that  it  would  rest 
upon  a specie  basis  co-extensive  with  the  issues. 
But  as  the  certificates  would  be  rarely  returned 
for  redemption,  nothing  would  be  more  likely  to 
happen  than  what  occurred  in  the  case  of  the  bank 
of  Amsterdam — -that,  in  the  mean  time,  large  por- 
tions of  the  specie  would  be  withdrawn  and  divert- 
ed to  other  purposes.  But  my  intention  was  sim- 
ply to  show  that  an  issue  of  a government  paper 
currency,  in  some  form  or  other,  i3  one  ofthe  main 
objects  of  this  new  financial  scheme.  In  looking 
at  the  passage  above  quoted,  and  others  of  similar 


import  in  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasu- 
ry, it  is  impossible  to  wink  so  bard  as  not  io  see 
that  the  design  is  to  supply  &paper  medium,  through 
tile  fiscal  operations  of  this  government,  which,  it 
is  hoped,  would  ultimately  supersede  the  slate  cur- 
rencies ; and  the  organization  proposed,  in  this  bill, 
is  the  instrument  by  which  that  design  is  to  be  ac- 
complished. That  it  would  bt  a bank  of  circula- 
tion is  unquestionable;  and  I have  already  shown 
that  it  would  be  a bank  both  of  discount  and  de- 
posile. 

The  secretary  of  the  treasury,  however,  seems 
to  think  there  would  be  no  bank  in  all  this,  because 
'there  would  be  no  incorporation.  But  incorpora- 
tion is  not  necessary  to  constitute  a bank,  which 
derives  its  character  wholly  from  the  nature  of  its 
business  and  functions.  The  government  bank  of 
Russia  is  not  incorporated.  Neither  is  the  gov- 
ernment bank  of  Austria.  They  are  both  consti- 
tuted of,  and  managed  by,  officers  ol  the  govern- 
ment, precisely  as  the  machinery  created  by  this 
bill  is  proposed  to  be  managed  and  directed.  So 
in  regard  to  the  private  and  joint  stock  banks  of 
England.  They  are  not  incorporated  ; but  no  bo- 
dy ever  supposed  them  to  be  the  less  banks  on  that 
account.  Some  thirteen  or  fourteen  years  ago,  the 
celebrated  Mr.  Ricardo  proposed  tile  plan  of  “a 
national  bank”  in  England,  which,  among  other 
tilings,  was  to  have  the  exclusive  privilege  of  issu- 
ing the  whole  paper  currency  of  the  kingdom.  It 
was  lo  be  a government  institution,  consisting  of 
five  commissioners,  residing  in  London,  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  crown  and  removable  by  parlia- 
ment, and  to  be  assisted  by  agents  and  officers  es- 
tablished in  the  leading  country  (owns.  The  plan 
of  this  bill  bears,  in  some  respects,  so  close  a re- 
semblance to  that  of  Mr.  Ricardo,  that  it  is  difficult 
to  resist  the  impression  Ihat  the  one  must  have 
suggested  (lie  other.  The  organization  proposed 
by  Mr.  Ricardo,  consisted,  like  that  of  this  bill,  of 
public  officers,  having  certain  duties  ami  functions 
assigned  to  them,  connected  with  the  collection  and 
management  ofthe  public  revenue,  as  well  as  with 
the  issue  of  a paper  currency.  No  act  of  incorpo- 
ration was  proposed  or  deemed  necessary;  but  he 
did  not,  on  that  account,  the  less  consider  his 
scheme  a “ national  bank,”  under  which  name  it 
was  expressly  presented  to  his  countrymen. 

But  there  is  another  authority  on  this  head  still 
more  in  point.  It  remounts  to  the  first  suggestion 
ever  made  in  this  country  ol  a government  or  trea- 
sury bank.  I allude,  of  course,  to  president  Jack- 
son,  who  in  his  first  annual  message  to  congress, 
(1829,)  threw  out  the  idea  of  a bank,  founded  on 
the  “ credit  and  resources  ofthe  United  States.” 
This  suggestion  became  the  subject  of  very  able 
and  edaborate  examination  by  the  committees  on 
finance,  in  this  and  the  other  house,  by  both  of 
which,  though  consisting  of  warm  friends  of  the 
president,  the  suggestion  was  repudiated  and  ex- 
ploded. The  president,  in  his  message  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  following  session  of  congress, 
(December,  1830,)  thought  proper  to  recur  to  the 
subject,  and  to  define  'more  precisely  what  he 
meant  by  a bank  founded  on  “ the  credit  and  re- 
sources of  the  United  States.”  The  scheme  he 
then  brought  forward  was  identical,  in  every  res- 
pect, with  that  contained  in  the  present  bili ; and 
yet,  with  the  soldierly  frankness  which  characteris- 
ed him,  he  did  not  hesitate  to  call  it  by  its  proper 
name— •“  a bank  of  the  United  States.”  Let  us  see 
what  he  said  on  that  occasion. 

“In  the  spirit  of  compromise  and  improvement 
which  distinguishes  our  country  and  its  institu- 
tions, it  becomes  us  to  enquire  whether  it  be  not 
possible  to  secure  the  advantages  afforded  by  the 
present  bank,  through  the  agency  of  a bank  of  the 
United  Stales , so  modified  in  its  principles  and  struc- 
ture, as  to  obviate  constitutional  and  other  objec- 
tions. It  is  thought  practicable  to  organize  such  a 
bank,  with  the  necessary  officers,  as  a branch  of 
the  treasury  department,  based  on  the  public  and 
individual  deposites,  (without  power  to  make  loans 
or  purchase  property,)  which  shall  remit  the  funds 
ofthe  government,  arid  the  expenses  of  which  may 
be  paid,  if  thought  advisable,  by  allowing  ifs  offi- 
cers lo  sell  bills  of  exchange  to  private  individuals, 
at  a moderate  premium,  &c.,  &c.,  &c.  In  times  of 
public  emergency,  the  capacities  of  such  an  institu- 
tion might  be  enlarged  by  legislative  provisions.” 

The  bank  which  gen.  Jackson  proposed,  was  to 
be  organized,  with  the  necessary  officers,  as  a 
branch  ofthe  treasury  department,  to  be  based  on 
the  public  and  individual  deposites.  to  remit  the  funds 
of  the  government,  and  to  deal  in  bills  of  exchange. 
The  organization,  provided  by  tile  bill  under  con- 
sideration, is  to  possess  every  one  of  these  attri- 
butes, and  to  perform  other  banking  functions  in 
addition,  such  as  the  issue  of  paper,  which  was  not 
then  contemplated.  Yet,  while  the  former  plan, 
was  boldly  avowed  to  be  a bank,  this  is  denied  to 


be  one.  Gen.  Jackson,  with  all  bis  popularity  and 
energy  of  purpose,  was  not  able  to  commend  Ilia 
plan  to  the  favor  of  tile  country,  and  even  his  vo- 
lomte  de  fer,  (iron  will,)  as  it  was  called  by  a for- 
eign representative,  on  a memorable  occasion,  obey- 
ing the  great  law  of  republicanism,  bent  beneath 
the  force  of  public  opinion,  and  abandoned  the 
scheme.  Yet  the  same  scheme  is  now  reproduced, 
amid  the  contusion  of  the  times,  in  an  aggravated 
form,  but  without  the  name. 

It  is  a remarkable  circumstance,  Mr.  President, 
that  the  most  ancient  and  celebrated  banking  insti- 
tutions of  Europe  have  grown  up  from  precisely 
such  beginnings  as  are  contained  in  this  bill.  The 
bank  of  Venice,  for  example,  the  oldest  and  most 
celebrated  bank  in  Europe,  commenced  as  a fiscal 
institution.  The  republic,  pressed  by  its  foreign 
wars,  was  compelled  to  resort  to  a forced  loan.  In 
order  to  secure  the  payment  of  the  interest  on  this 
loan,  it  set  apart  certain  branches  of  the  public 
revenue,  and  instituted  a board  of  commissioners, 
called  the  chamber  of  loans,  who  were  charged 
with  the  collection  and  management  of  those 
branches  of  the  revenue,  and  the  application  of 
their  proceeds  to  the  punctual  payment  of  the  in- 
terest on  the  loan.  In  the  transaction  of  the  bu- 
siness confided  to  them,  they  had  occasion  some- 
times, to  buy  and  sell  bills  of  exchange,  as  I have 
shown  the  officers  of  the  Treasury,  under  the  or- 
ganization of  this  bill,  would  do.  Having  fre- 
quently surplus  funds  on  hand,  they  began  at  length 
to  employ  them  more  extensively  in  the  operation 
of  buying  and  selling  exchange,  and  under  this  pow- 
er, actually  advanced  money  on  mercantile  paper, 
or  in  other  words,  became  a bank  of  discount.  The 
credit  and  responsibility  of  the  institution  being 
established,  the  merchants  of  Venice  began  to 
make  use  of  it  for  the  safe-keeping  of  their  funds, 
and  so  it  became  a bank  of  deposite  also.  Finally, 
a credit  on  the  books  of  the  institution  for  money 
deposited,  being  equivalent  to  cash , payments  in 
the  course  of  trade,  came  to  be  made  by  transfers 
of  these  credits  from  one  to  another,  or  by  what 
are  now  called  checks,  which  performed  the  office, 
and  preceded  the  introduction  of  notes,  and  so  the 
chamber  of  loans  became  also  a batik  of  circulation. 
We  see  in  this  example,  by  what  natural  and  easy 
gradations  the  most  celebrated  banking  institution 
in  Europe,  that  which  has  boqn  the  model  of  all 
the  rest,  grew  out  ofthe  simple  function  of  collec- 
ting ami  applying  the  public  revenue,  associating 
to  itself  a collateral  and  incidental  action  on  the 
commerce  and  currency  of  the  country,  all  of 
which  functions,  I have  shown,  are  to  be  vested  by 
the  new  financial  scheme  in  the  officers  of  the 
treasury  department. 

The  same  in  every  material  respect,  were  the 
origin  and  progress  ofthe  bank  of  Genoa;  which, 
next  to  that  of  Venice,  was  the  oldest,  and  in  its 
day  the  most  accredited  banking  institution  in  Eu- 
rope. In  England,  too,  the  mint,  at  one  time,  in 
being  made  the  depository  of  the  funds  of  individ- 
uals, as  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  proposes  that 
our  mint  and  ils  branches  should  be,  became  vir- 
tually a bank — ■“  the  great  centre  of  money  trans- 
actions and  remittances  lor  England  and  foreign 
nations” — till  Charles  (he  1st,  in  1640.  impelled  by 
his  necessities,  violated  the  private  funds  deposited 
there,  and  “ happily,”  as  Burke  says,  put  an  end 
to  both  its  credit  and  use  as  a banking  establish- 
ment. 

The  testimony  of  history  then,  as  well  as  the 
nature  of  tilings,  proves  that  the  organization  in- 
stituted by  this  hill,  would  work  as  a great  gov- 
ernment bank — buying  and  selling  exchange — under 
that  form,  at  least,  discounting  mercantile  paper, — 
receiving  deposites,  public  and  private, — and  circu- 
lating a paper  money  of  its  own.  Now,  I would 
appeal  to  every  friend  of  the  liberties  of  his  coun- 
try, and  ask  him  if  he  would  willingly  see  so  for- 
midable an  union  of  the  moneyed  and  political 
power  consummated  in  the  bands  of  the  govern- 
ment. Will  he  put  so  potent  an  engine,  an  instru- 
ment so  efficacious  of  operating  on  the  hopes  and 
fears  of  men,  of  enlisting  their  interests,  of  con- 
troling  their  lortunes,  into  the  hands  of  a depart- 
ment of  the  government,  already  armed  with  a 
patronage  and  power  of  fearful  extent? 

The  honorable  senator  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
Wriglil)  in  a portion  of  his  remarks  which  seemed 
to  be  intended  specially  for  the  benefit  of  those  of 
us  who  are  still  for  employing  (he  state  banks  as  de- 
positories, and  whom  he  described  as  a very  small 
fraction,  said  that  the  real  and  only  alternative  be- 
fore the  country  is  the  sub-treasury  scheme  or  a na- 
tional bank.  Now,  sir,  unless  the  observations  I 
have  made  on  the  practical  operation  of  the  sub- 
treasury scheme  are  foundtd  in  the  grossest  delu- 
sion, that  scheme,  instead  of  being  antagonistical  to 
a national  bank,  is,  in  every  respect,  identical  with 
it.  It  would  be  a national  bank  under  the  worst 
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possible  form.  A national  bank  in  the  hands  of  the 
executive,  controled  and  managed  exclusively  by 
executive  agents.  If,  then,  the  honorable  senator 
will  insist  upon  making  up  an  issue,  to  which  the 
ghost  of  that  thrice-slain  monster,  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  must  be  a party,  he  must  amend  his 
pleadings  according  to  the  real  state  of  the  case, 
and  submit  to  the  country  this  question — will  you 
have  a great  government  bank  in  the  hands  and  un- 
der the  control  of  executive  officers,  or  will  you 
have  an  incorporated  national  bank,  designed  to  be 
a business  concern  and  not  a political  engine? 
When  this  issue  shall  be  presented,  if  indeed,  it 
ever  shall  be,  let  me  tell  the  honorable  senator  that 
there  are  those  whose  opposition  to  a national  bank 
is  as  true  as  his  or  that  of  any  other  man,  who 
would  pause  long,  before  they  would  permit  the 
terror  of  any  alternative  to  drive  them  into  the  sup- 
port of  a scheme,  like  that  of  the  honorable  senator, 
which  they  believe  to  be  fraught  with  the  most  se- 
rious danger  to  the  liberties,  and  certain  destruction 
to  the  best  interests  of  their  country.  I shall  here- 
after endeavor  to  show  that  the  true  and  only  means 
of  averting  either  an  incorporated  national  bank  or 
a great  government  bank  is  to  sustain  the  state  in- 
stitutions, and  to  employ  their  agency,  with  such 
modifications  and  securities  as  experience  may  have, 
shown  to  be  either  necessary  or  desirable. 

I wish,  hotvever,  for  the  present  to  pursue  the  re- 
marks which  the  honorable  senator,  with  “ so  much 
charity,”  to  use  his  own  expression,  addressed  to 
that  small  fraction  of  erring  and  obstinate  brethren, 
sometimes  ’yclepeu  conservatives.  The  name,  I be- 
lieve, sir,  has  not  been  of  their  own  choosing;  but 
gentlemen  who  are  well  read  in  the  history  of  par- 
ties will  not  fail  to  remember  that  the  most  odious 
and  reproachful  designations  applied  to  them  by 
their  adversaries  have  become  endeared  by  the  per- 
secutions of  political  intolerance,  and  those  who  at 
first  fel  . injured  and  insulted  by  the  application  of 
a political  nick-name,  have  at  last  proudly  appro- 
priated it,  and  come  to  glory  in  it  as  a memorial  of 
their  struggles  and  a symbol  of  their  principles. 
Now,  sir,  I do  not  know  that  there  is  any  thing  in 
this  name  of  conservative,  as  applied  to  American 
institutions,  which  an  American  patriot  ought  to 
wish  to  disown.  It  implies  devotion  to  the  existing 
institutions  of  his  country — a desire  to  preserve  and 
defend  them — a willingness,  and  even  zeal  to  reform, 
as  the  only  effectual  means  of  preserving — but  an 
unconquerable  resistance  to  schemes  of  wild  inno- 
vation and  destruction.  If  this  is  what  is  meant  by 
a conservative,  (and  such  is  the  true  and  proper  im- 
port of  the  term,')  then,  sir,  I proudly  avow  myself 
a conservative — a conservative  of  republican  institu- 
tions, of  republican  principles,  of  republican  prac- 
tices, as  illustrated  and  interpreted  by  the  great 
champions  of  the  republican  faith. 

But,  sir.  to  pursue  the  remarks  of  the  honorable 
senator,  addressed  to  this  small  faction  of  his  politi- 
cal brethren.  He  tells  them  that  their  plan  has  ve- 
ry few  supporters  in  either  house  of  congress;  that 
there  are  two  great  parties  in  congress , one  for  the 
sub-treasury  scheme,  and  the  other  for  a national 
bank,  and  he  sees,  therefore,  no  prospect  of  success 
for  any  middle  giound.  He  then  assumes  that  the 
state  of  public  sentiment  among  the  people  corres- 
ponds to  this  division  of  opinion  in  congress.  I 
must  say,  with  all  my  respect  for  the  gentleman’s 
knowledge  and  skill  in  the  statistics  of  party,  that 
this  assumption  is  not  warranted  under  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  nor  does  it  seem  to  me  sound  in 
principle.  It  implies  that  the  organization  and  ar- 
ray of  parties  here  is  to  give  law  to  public  opinion, 
and  that  public  opinion  is  not  to  shape  and  control 
the  action  of  parties  here.  Sir,  I go  for  the  voice 
of  the  people  ; and  the  people  have  spoken  for 
themselves.  They  have  not  left  us  to  infer  their 
sentiments  from  any  accidental  or  temporary  rela- 
tion of  parties  here.  They  have  pronounced  judg- 
ment on  the  gentleman’s  scheme  ; and  I should  like 
to  know  where  the  honorable  gentleman  finds,  in 
these  expressions  of  public  opinion,  any  evidence 
that  there  is  a great,  parly  in  this  country  in  favor  of 
the  sub-treasury  project.  Never  before  has  any 
proposition  been  so  signally  rebuked  and  condemn- 
ed by  the  voice  of  the  people.  I refer  to  these 
things,  Mr.  President,  with  no  pleasure.  I contri- 
buted my  best  exertions  to  the  election  of  the  pre- 
sent chief  magistrate,  honestly  anticipating  from 
his  prudence,  his  abilities,  and  his  patriotism,  a wise 
and  successful  administration  of  the  public  affairs. 
No  one  has  felt  a more  sincere  desire  for  his  suc- 
cess than  I have  done.  The  unfavorable  manifes- 
tations of  public  sentiment,  therefore,  upon  the  first 
leading  measure  of  his  administration,  (though  I 
foresaw  and  foretold  them,,  from  the  first  moment 
that  that  measure  was  suggested,)  have  been  to  me 
the  source  of  any  tiling  rather  than  pleasure.  They 
have  now,  however,  become  matters  of  public  his- 
tory ; and  as  the  senator  from  New  York  seems  dis- 


posed to  confine  our  view  here  for  second-hand 
proofs  of  public  opinion  on  the  merits  of  the  differ- 
ent financial  measures  which  have  been  proposed,  I 
must  beg  leave  to  invite  bis  attention  to  those  more 
majestic  displays  of  public  sentiment  which  have 
been  presented  on  the  great  theatre  of  the  nation. 
Let  him  look  at  the  elections  which  have  taken- 
place  in  the  several  states,  since  this  fatal  measure 
was  first  broached  in  the  official  journal,  and  say 
how  many  of  them  have  eventuated  in  favor  of  the 
administration.  With  one  or  two  exceptions,  they 
have  ail  terminated  against  it ; and  mainly,  there  is 
reason  to  believe,  on  account  of  this  very  measure. 

Where,  then,  does  the  honorable  senator  find  the 
evidence  that  there  is  any  great  body  of  popular 
sentiment  in  this  country  in  favor  of  his  scheme  ? 
The  evidence  is  all  the  other  way,  and  of  the  most 
overwhelming  force.  So,  as  to  the  other  great  al- 
ternative of  which  the  honorable  senator  speaks,  (a 
national  bank,)  a large  majority  of  the  people  have 
repeatedly  declared  against  it,  and  without  imput- 
ing to  them  a degree  of  fickleness,  of  which  I,  at 
least,  do  not  suspect  them,  they  must  still  be  op- 
posed to  it.  What  plan,  then,  will  they  rally  to,  as 
a safe  and  practical  substitute  for  the  sub-treasury 
on  the  one  hand,  or  a national  bank  on  the  other"? 
It  is  the  employment  of  the  state  banks,  institutions 
intimately  connected  with  their  domestic  interests, 
responsible  to,  and  supervised  by,  their  domestic 
authorities,  and  exempt  from  all  danger  of  political 
combination,  the  employment  of  these  institutions 
under  regulations  which  shall,  at  the  same  time,  se- 
cure their  efficiency  and  guard  against  abuse. 
Such,  I am  firmly  persuaded,  would  be,  al  this  mo- 
ment, the  unbiassed  decision  of  a large  majority  of 
j the  American  people.  And  even  if  we  appeal  to 
the  criterion  set  up  by  the  honorable  senator  from 
New  York,  the  state  ol  parties  in  congress,  I think 
we  may  deduce  from  that,  conclusions  far  more  fa- 
vorable to  the'state  bank  deposite  system  than  he 
has  drawn.  It  there  be  but  a small  party  in  con- 
gress, with  whom  the  state  bank  deposite  "system  is 
a first  choice,  he  must  admit  that  it  is  the  second 
choice  of  a large  majority.  The  sub- treasury  party 
would,  I presume,  perfer  it  to  a national  bank,  and 
the  national  bank  party  would  prefer  it  to  the  sub- 
treasury. Now.  sir,  the  honorable  gentleman  will 
permit  me  to  refresh  his  early  reading,  by  remind- 
ing him  of  an  incident  related  by  Plutarch.  After 
the  battle  of  Salamis,  in  which  the  power  of  the 
Persian  monarch  was  crushed  by  the  combined 
Grecian  fleet,  the  different  commanders  of  the 
squadron  repaired  to  the  altar  of  Neptune,  and  ac- 
cording to  a custom  of  the  country  and  the  times, 
each  one  put  on  a ticket  the  names  of  those  who 
had  rendered  the  most  important  service  in  the  ac- 
tion. Every  officer  put  upon  his  ticket  his  own 
name  first,  "but  all  put  the  name  of  ThemistoclP3 
next.  This  has  been  held,  in  all  future  times,  as 
conclusive  proof  of  the  superiority  of  Themistocles 
above  all  his  competitors  ; and  the  state  bank  depo- 
site system  may  adduce  the  same  evidence  of  its 
merit  in  being  the  second  choice  of  both  of  the  par- 
ties which  respectively  advocate  the  sub-treasury 
and  a national  bank.  The  fraction,  therefore,  in 
congress,  who  still  adhere  to  that  system,  however 
small  they  may  appear  in  the  eyes  of  the  honorable 
senator,  can  see  nothing  in  this  state  of  things, 
which  calls  upon  either  their  patriotism  or  their 
prudence  to  abandon  a policy  which  they  believe  to 
be  sanctioned  by  the  sentiments,  and  demanded  by 
the  interests,  of  the  great  body  of  the  people. 

But,  sir,  to  return  from  this  digression,  let  ns  see 
what  additions  are  made  to  the  official  as  well  as 
pecuniary  patronage  of  the  executive,  by  the  provi 
sions  of  this  bill.  When  I had  the  honor  of  ad- 
dressing the  senate  at  the  last  session,  I spoke  of 
the  bill  then  under  consideration,  as  the  “grain  of 
mustard  seed,”  which  would  grow  up  into  a large 
tree  and  cover  the  land  with  its  branches.  But  I 
was  told  by  the  honorable  senator  Irom  New'  York 
ami  others,  that  the  hill  did  not  create  a single  new 
officer,  and  my  friend  from  Connecticut,  ( Mr.  Niles) 
complimented  me,  as  well  as  I remember,  for  my 
vivid  imagination,  to  the  account  of  which  alone  he 
set  down  the  apprehensions  I had  expressed.  But 
what  do  we  now  see?  In  three  short  months,  the 
tree,  which  has  already  grown  up  from  this  grain 
of  mustard  seed,  has  thrown  out  four  large  branches 
in  the  form  of  receivers  general,  each  of  which  will 
have  its  dependent  ramifications  in  the  form  of 
cashiers,  tellers,  clerks,  fee.  The  treasurer  also  is 
to  have  his  “assistants;”  and  an  indefinite  brood 
of  clerks  is  provided  for  all  the  officers  made  depo- 
sitaries of  the  public  moneys  under  the  bill,  to  as- 
sist in  the  discharge  of  the  new  duties  devolved  on 
them.  Finally,  a number  of  missionaries  are  to  be 
appointed  from  time  to  time,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  to  visit  and  inspect  the 
various  fiscal  agencies  created  by  the  bill.  Now, 
here  is  a cloud  of  new  executive  officers,  at  once, 


which  bids  dpfiance  to  calculation,  But  if  their 
present  number  could  be  estimated,  (as  the  senaror 
from  New  York  has  attempted  to  do,)  it  would  be 
altogether  useless,  for  they  must,  from  the  nature  of 
things,  be  constantly  and  rapidly  multiplying. 
Would  the  honorable  senator  attempt  to  measure 
the  rising  cloud,  which  threatens  to  overspread  and 
blacken  the  whole  face  of  the  heavens,  by  the  speck, 
“ no  bigger  than  a man’s  hand,”  which  has  just  ap- 
peared on  the  edge  ofthe  horizon  ? This  is  but  ttie 
beginning;  and  we  all  know  with  what  vigor  and 
fruitfulness  every  thing  grows  on  American  soil. 
Receivers  general  are  allowed  by  the  bill,  at  present, 
only  to  Massachusetts,  New  York,  South  Carolina, 
and  Missouri.  But  will  not  Maine,  New  Hamp- 
shire, Connecticut,  demand  their  receivers  general, 
as  well  as  Massachusetts, — Virginia,  North  Caroli- 
na, and  Georgia,  as  well  as  South  Carolina, — Ken- 
tucky, Ohio,  and  Tennessee,  as  well  as  Missouri; 
and  so  in  regard  to  all  the  other  states  that  are  now 
pretermitted  in  the  bill.  Tf  we  have  receivers  gen- 
eral, we  must  finally  have  payers  general  ; for  this 
is  an  integral  part  of  the  system  in  France,  from 
which  we  borrow  the  scheme  proposed  by  the  bill. 
In  adopting  a system,  it  is  fair  to  presume  we  mean 
to  adopt  its  usual  and  ordinary  concomitants.  In- 
deed, an  honorable  member  of  the  other  house,  who 
is  well  skilled  in  questions  of  finance,  expressed  the 
opinion  to  me,  only  the  oilier  day,  that  the  functions 
of  paying  and  receiving  ought  to  be  separated,  so  as 
to  form  checks  on  each  other;  and  thus  we  shall 
have  the  French  system,  in  both  its  branches,  at 
once.  On  the  question  of  introducing  a new  sys- 
tem of  policy,  we  ought  never  to  forget  the  old  ad- 
age, which  we  derive  from  France  also — e’est  le 
premier  pas’  qui  conte— it  is  the  first  step  which  is 
decisive,  and  that  taken,  all  the  rest  follow. 

The,  senator  from  New  York  (Mr.  Wright)  has 
likewise  attempted  an  estimate  ol'  the  expense  of 
this  new  system.  But  this,  alao,  in  my  opinion,  is 
a vain  thing.  The  first  modest  beginnings  of  a sys- 
tem furnish  no  standard  by  which  its  ultimate  ex- 
pense can  be  measured.  The  senator’s  estimate 
makes  the  annual  expense,  (exclusive  of  what  may 
be  called  the  outfit,  in  the  cost  of  buildings,  8tc.) 
somewhere  about  $ 20,000 , (twenty  thousand  dol- 
lars.) But  this  is  greatly  below  the  estimate  of  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  his  report  at  the  last 
session  ; and  in  recommending  a favorite  scheme, 
the  author  of  it  is  rarely  found  to  over-estimate  its 
expense.  That  officer  set  down  the  annual  expense 
at  $60,000  (sixty  thousand  dollars.)  This,  in  my 
opinion,  is  very  far  below  the  ultimate  permanent 
expense.  An  able  and  experienced  gentleman  in 
my  own  state,  practically  versed  in  these  questions, 
and  a zealous  and  decided  advocate  withal  of  the 
new  system,  in  setting  forth  its  advantages,  and  de- 
fending it  from  the  objections  which  had  been  urged 
against  it,  met  this  very  one  of  expense  by  giving  it 
as  his  opinjon,  formed  upon  deliberate  and  careful 
reflection,  that  the  annual  expense  would  riot  ex- 
ceed $600,000. (six  hundred  thousand  dollars.)  Now, 
sir,  when  I arrived  here,  at  the  ex'ra  session  of  con- 
gress, and  read  the  estimate  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  I could  not  but  suppose,  at  first,  that  there 
was  an  accidental  mistake  in  his  figures,  by  the 
omission  of  a cypher,  and  that  lie  intended  to  have 
put  down  the  expense  at  $600,000.  (at  six  hundred 
thousand  dollars,)  instead  of  $60,000,  (sixty  thou- 
sand dollars.) 

But,  however,  this  may  be,  nothing  can  be  more 
certain  than  that  the  expense  of  this  system,  when 
fully  developed,  must,  from  its  complexity,  and  the 
number  of  officers  it  will  call  for,  be  very  great. 
We  have  a standard  to  appeal  to,  on  this  question, 
which  is  worthy  far  more  than  any  a priori  reason- 
ings. The  system  has  been  long  established  and 
fully  tried  in  France,  and  we  know  its  actual  re- 
sults there.  On  the  other  hand,  in  England  the 
agency  of  banks  has  been  extensively  used  in  the 
collection  and  disbursement  of  the  public  revenue, 
instead  of  .the  individual  agencies  which  are  em- 
ployed in  Fiance,  and  are  contemplated  by  this  bill, 
ft  will  he  a good  test  therefore,  of  this  question,  to 
look  at  the  relative  expenses  of  the  revenue  systems 
of  France  and  England.  I will  read  to  the  senate 
a comparative  statement  on  the  subject,  which  I 
have  taken  from  the  work  of  a highly  respectable 
American  traveller,  vouched  by  original  authorities, 
to  which  he  refers.  From  this  statement  it  appears 
that  the  cost  of  collecting  the  revenue  in  Fmgland 
is,  under  the  respective  heads  of  taxation,  as  fol- 
lows: customs,?  percent. — excise,  4 per  cent.— re- 
cording and  stamps,  7 per  cent. — post  office  11  per 
cent. — and  direct  taxes.  2 per  cent. — -averaging,  up- 
on the  whole,  6 1-5  per  cent.  In  France,  under  the 
same  heads,  the  costs  of  collecting  the  revenue  is  as 
follows  : customs,  33  per  cent. — excise,  20  per  cent, 
—recording  and  stamps,  9 per.cent. — post-office,  45 
per  cent. — direct  taxes,  15  per  cent.- -averaging, 
upon  the  whole,  24  2-5  per  cent!  I am  well  aware 
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that  divers  circumstances  are  to  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration, in  explaining  this  enormous  diiierence  of 
expense  between  ihe  French  and  English  fiscal  sys- 
tems ; but  one  of  the  principal  causes  ol  that  differ- 
ence, (and  it  is  so  consideied  by  the  writer,  to 
whom  I have  referred,)  will,  at  la->t,  be  found  in 
the  fact  of  the  extensive  use  of  banking  agency  in 
the  collection  of  the  revenue  in  England,  and  the 
exclusive  employment  oi  individual  agency,  for  that 
purpose,  in  France. 

But  it  is  not  merely  by  (he  multiplication  of  offi- 
cers and  the  increase  of  expenditure,  that  the  in- 
fluence of  the  executive  branch  of  the  government 
is  fearfully  extended  by  this  bill.  That  influence' is 
greatly  augmented  by  certain  new  regulations  it  in- 
troduces in  regard  to  the  tenure  of  office — the  com- 
pensation of  officers,  and  the  forms  and  usages  of 
fiscal  administration  In  the  first  place,  the  trea- 
surer, the  receivers-general,  and  all  the  other  offi- 
cers, Iroin  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  employed  in 
the  fiscal  service,  may  be  required  at  any  time,  at 
the  discretion  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  to 
give  new  official  bonds,  in  increased  sums,  to  be  fix- 
ed by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  “ any  law  in. 
reference  to  any  of  the  official  bunds  of  any  of  Ihe 
said  officers  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding;”  and 
in  default  of  giving  such  new  bond,  the  officer 
would,  of  course,  be  deprived  of  his  office.  Now, 
it  is  evident,  that  under  such  a power  possessed 
by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  all  the  officers  con- 
nected with  the  opeiations  ol  the  treasury,  would 
be  converted  into  the  trembling  vassals  of  the  exe- 
cutive. A direct  removal  from  office  is  a measure 
of  more  than  ordinary  energy,  and  involves  respon- 
sibility. Cases  might  exist  in  which  the  secretary 
ol  the  treasury  would  be  unwilling  to  take  the  re- 
sponsibility of  a direct  removal  from  office,  and  yet 
would  accomplish  the  same  object  by  a vexatious 
requisition  of  a new  bond  in  so  large  a sum,  that  the 
officer  could  not,  or  would  net  find  sureties  to  the 
increased  amount.  Who  does  not  see  that,  under 
such  a regulation,  the  officers  of  the  treasurv  would 
lose  all  sense  of  independence  ; and  that  those  who 
could  consent  to  hold  office  on  such  terms,  must  be 
prepared  to  become  the  passive  and  unresisting 
tools  of  power.  Heretofore  it  has  been  the  wise 
policy  of  our  legislation  to  fix  by  law  the  sum  in 
which  official  bonds  are  to  be  given,  and  to  leave 
nothing  in  that  respect,  or  as  little  as  possible,  to 
executive  discretion.  Again,  it  will  be  seen  from 
an  examination  of  the  bill,  that  the  compensation  of 
several  of  the  officers  to  be  appointed  under  if,  such 
as  visiting  agents,  clerks,  &c.  is  to  be  fixed  by  the 
secretary,  at  Ins  discretion,  and  not  by  law.  Here 
is  another  source  of  servile  dependence  on  the  one 
hand,  and  of  increased  executive  influence  on  the 
other,  which  is  not  in  harmony  with  the  general 
spirit  and  maxims  of  our  legislation. 

My  attention  has  also  been  attracted  by  a provi- 
sion of  the  bill  which  seems  to  me  to  introduce  a 
most  dangerous  innovation  in  the  estahlithed  forms 
and  usages  of  the  treasury.  It  has  heretofore  been 
a fixed  principle  of  fiscal  responsibility, that  no  money 
should  be  drawn  from  the  treasury,  but  upon  a war- 
rant of  the  secretary  drawn  on  the  treasurer,  coun- 
tersigned by  the  comptroller,  and  recorded  by  the 
register,  and  upon  that  warrant,  when  it  reaches  the 
hands  of  the  treasurer  thus  authenticated,  the  trea- 
surer draws  his  draft  on  the  depository  of  the  pub- 
lic money  for  payment.  These  forms  have  always 
been  held  to  be  very  important  checks,  and  indis- 
pensable preliminaries  to  any  money  being  drawn 
out  of  the  treasury,  or  in  other  words,  paid  by  the 
depositary  of  the  public  moneys.  The  secretary 
draws  his  warrant  upon  the  treasurer,  subject  to  the 
checks  before  mentioned,  and  then  the  treasurer 
draws  upon  the  depositary  who  is  to  make  the  pay- 
ment. But,  in  no  instance,  does  the  secretary  draw 
directly  upon  the  depositor}',  because  that  would  be 
to  lose  the  security  of  the  intermediate  checks  of 
the  comptroller  and  the  register.  By  the  10th  sec-( 
tior.  of  this  bill,  however,  in  contravention  of  these 
established  principles  and  checks,  it  is  expressly 
provided,  that  “ for  the  purpose  ol  payments  on  the 
public  account,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  secre- 
tary to  draw  vpon  any  of  Ihe  said  depositaries , as  he 
may  think  most  conducive  to  the  public  interest,  or 
to  the  convenience  ot  the  public  creditor's  or  both.” 
Under  this  provision  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
could  draw  out  all  the  money  in  the  treasury,  or, 
which  is  the  same  thing,  in  the  hands  ol  the  depo- 
sitaries, without  any  check  whatsoever.  The  ef- 
fect oi  it,  whether  so  intended  or  not,  is  to  place  the 
whole  public  treasure  at  his  unchecked  and  abso- 
lute disposal. 

Now,  sir,  is  not  the  effect  of  thc=e  various  provi- 
sions, and  of  the  whole  scope  and  tenor  of  this  bill, 
to  concentrate,  at  last,  the  entire  control  of  the  pub- 
lic moneys,  in  the  hands  of  the  president ; for  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  all  the  other  fiscal  of- 
ficer* are  but  his  agents,  appointed  by  him,  and  re- 


movable at  his  pleasure  ? But  the  senator  Irom 
New  York,  (Mr.  Wright,)  contends  that  the  pre- 
sident would  have  no  more  control  over  the  public 
moneys  under  the  proposed  system,  than  ii  they 
were  df  posited  in  banks — that  the  same  legal  for- 
malities must  be  gone  through  to  touch  the  public 
moneys,  in  the  one  case,  as  in  (he  other.  It  may 
be  true,  that  the  president  has  no  more  legal  con- 
trol over  the  public  money  in  the  one  case  than  in 
the  other;  but  has  he  not  a greater  practical  con- 
trol. In  the  one  case,  the  depositaries  of  the  pub- 
lic money  would  be  his  agents,  subject  to  ids  au- 
thority, the  creatures  ol  his  will,  dependent  upon 
his  pleasure  for  their  continuance  in  office,  and 
made  by  the  peculiar  provisions  of  this  bill,  as  1 
have  already  shown,  especially  and  habitually  sen- 
sible of  that  dependence.  in  possessing  so  com- 
plete a control  over  the  keepers  of  the  public  mo- 
ney. he  would  possess  virtually  a control  over  the 
pu c lie  money  itself.  But,  in  the  case  of  the  em- 
ployment of  banks,  the  depositories  of  the  public 
money  are  institutions  not  created  by  the  president 
— not  dependent  on  him  lor  their  continued  exist- 
ence:— on  the  contrary,  they  hold  their  charters, 
and  the  advantages  they  copter,  from  a distinct  au- 
thority, to  which  they  are  at  all  times  responsible 
and  are  thus  guarded  against  any  undue  influences 
from  other  quarters,  which  might  warp  them  Irom 
their  integrity  and  their  duties. 

In  making  these  remarks,  sir,  I speak  in  no  spi- 
rit of  captious  jealousy,  as  to  the  highest  executive 
trust  of  the  government,  or  of  its  actual  incumbent : 
but  I speak  in  the  spirit  of  the  constitution,  which 
anticipates  the  danger,  and  supposes  the  possibility 
of  the  abuse  of  power,  and  inculcates  the  necessity 
of  guarding  against  it.  The  system  organized  by 
this  bill  is  one  of  the  most  thorough  centralization. 
It  rides  over  the  institutions  of  the  states,  prostrates 
their  credit  and  usefulness,  brings  patronage  and 
power  to  the  general  government,  concentiafes  them 
in  the  hands  of  the  executive,  to  whom  it  gives  an 
unlimited  contiol  over  the  public  mone}s,  and 
through  the  banking  operations  to  be  founded  on 
them,  an  extensive  and  paramount  influence  upon 
the  moneyed  concerns  of  the  whole  country.  It  is 
fitting  that  such  a system  should  be  borrowed  from 
France,  the  country  whose  institutions  exhibit  the 
most  unqualified  example  extant  of  centralization — 
under  which  the  capital  has  swallowed  up  the  pro- 
vinces, and  Paris  has  become  synonimous  with 
France.  But  it  is  equally  fitting  that  such  a s\s 
tern  should  be  resisted,  to  the  last  extremity,  in  this 
land  of  republican  fieedom,  by  ail  who  are  attached 
to  the  rights  of  the  states — by  all  who  are  opposed 
to  the  enlargement  of  federal  and  executive  power 
— and,  by  all  who  watch  with  jealousy,  and  view 
with  alarm,  every  tendency  to  consolidation. 

I will  row,  Mr.  President,  follow  the  senator 
from  New  York,  (Mr.  Wright,)  in  the  remarks 
which  he  made  on  the  comparative  safety  of  the  tw  o 
systems  proposed,  for  keeping  and  disbursing  the 
public  moneys.  Although  experience,  the  only 
safe  arbiter,  has  long  since  settled  this  question,  the 
honorable  senator  argued  it  as  if  it  were  still  open 
to  doubt,  and  made,  I am  free  to  admit,  an  exceed- 
ingly ingenious  and  plausible  argument.  He  insti- 
tuted a parallel  between  the  two  systems,  in  regard 
to  the  great  leading  points  on  which  their  safety  is 
supposed  to  depend,  and  in  each  instance  brought 
out  a substantial  equality.  First,  as  to  officers , he 
said  it  would  be  fair  to  presume  that  the  officers  of 
the  government  and  the  officers  of  the  banks  would 
be  equally  trust-worthy.  Then,  as  to  sureties,  he 
said  both  the  banks  and  the  government  officers  are 
equally  required  to  give  sureties,  if  deemed  neces- 
sary. So,  likew'ise,  as  to  vaults,  the  government  offi- 
cers, he  said,  are  to  be  provided  with  vavlts , as  well 
as  the  banks.  The  only  particular,  then,  in  which 
the  banks,  as  he  alleged, could  be  supposed  to  present 
a better  guarantee  for  the  safety  of  the  public  funds, 
is  that  their  capital  stock  is  pledged  for  the  reim- 
bursement of  the  public  moneys  committed  to  them  ; 
but  this  advantage  in  favor  of  the  banks,  he  very 
adroitly  balanced  by  what  he  represented  to  be  the 
risk  of  mingling  the  government  funds  with  those  of 
trading  corporations.  Now  all  this  is  very  fair  and 
plausible  on  the  suiface.  But  what  is  the  fact— 
what  is  the  testimony  of  experience  ? 

While  the  honorable  gentleman  was  running  this 
parallel  in  theory  between  the  two  systems,  there 
was  a document  lying  on  the  table  of  the  other 
house,  w liich  had  run  the  same  parallel  on  the  surer 
foundations  of  practice.  I allude  to  a recent  re- 
port of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  answer  to  a 
call  of  that  house,  at  the  extra  session,  made  on  the 
motion  of  an  honorable  friend  of  mine,  (Mr.  Gar- 
land, of  Virginia,)  containing  a list  of  all  “the  re- 
ceivers, collectors,  or  depositories  of  the  public  mo- 
ney, who  are  in  default  to  the  government,  with  the 
amount  of  their  respective  defaults,  fkc.”  What, 
sir,  does  this  document,  which  I now  have  before 


me,  show  ? That  the  whole  amount  of  balances  due 
from  banks,  which  are  deemed  unavailable,  is  a lit- 
tle more  than  one  million  of  dollars,  (1,047,649)  ; 
and  these  balances  go  back  to  a period  long  past, 
when  the  extraordinary  embarrassments,  consequent 
on  the  w'ar,  involved  banks  and  individuals  in  diffi- 
culties, beyond  any  lurmer  or  subsequent  example. 
In  relation  to  the  banks,  which  have  been  recently 
employed  as  depositories,  it  appears  that  they  hate 
either  paid  up  all  they  owed  the  government,  or  are 
in  the  course  of  paying  it  up  as  called  lor  by  the 
w ants  of  the  public  service,  without  any  apprehen- 
sion of  default  on  their  part,  or  availing  themselves 
ol  the  indulgence  of  the  act  passed  at  the  late  ses- 
sion of  congress,  have  either  secured,  or  are  expect- 
ed to  secure  satisfactorily,  the  payment  ol  the  whole 
balances  due  Irom  them,  accoiding  to  the  terms  of 
that  act.  Only  eleven  of  them,  it  appears,  out  of 
near  ninety  employed  as  depositoiies,  have  even 
asked  indulgence,  under  the  act  here  referred  to, 
and  but  a single  one  of  them  haS  been  ordered  to  be 
sind.  Now,  sir,  when  we  look  to  the  list  of  indi- 
vidual collectors  and  receivers — what  do  we  see? 
■An  aggregate  default  ol  about  three  millions!  and 
though  some  of  the  more  recent  balances  appearing 
on  that  list,  may  be  reduced  by  future  collections, 
yet  irom  the  long  standing  of  most  of  them,  there  is 
no  reason  to  believe  that  the  aggregate  amount  of 
Ihe  entile  list  will  be  affected,  in  aliy  sensible  de- 
gree, by  these  partial  recoveries.  It  is  to  be  re- 
marked too,  that  this  list  does  not  include  disbvrs- 
ing  officers,  “ whose  indebtedness”  is  stated  by  the 
secretary  “ to  be  very  great,”  and  the  actual  losses 
by  whom  I showed,  during  the  late  session  of  con- 
gress, from  a report  of  Mr.  Crawford,  to  have 
“greatly  exceeded”  a million  and  a half  of  dollars, 
from  1789  to  1819,  and  by  this  time,  have  grown 
up,  in  all  probability,  to  another  aggregate  sum  of 
three  millions!  Neither  does  this  list  include  offi- 
cers of  the  post  office  department,  among  whom  it 
was  shown  by  official  documents,  at  the  last  annu- 
al session  of  congress  that  there  were  as  many  as 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-two  defaulters!  II  is 
to  be  observed  also,  that  this  list  is  confined  to  pub- 
lic agents,  “ who  were  out  of  office  on  the  12th  day 
of  October,  1837.” 

Now,  sir,  if  the  honorable  senator  from  New 
York  had  taken  the  trouble  to  look  at  this  docu- 
ment, before  lie  made  tiis  speech,  he  might  have 
saved  himself  the  labor  of  a great  deal  of  superflu- 
ous ingenuity.  In  contrasting  the  ingenuity  of  his 
argument  with  the  blunt  contradiction  of  facts 
which  this  document  presents,  I was  strongly  re- 
minded of  an  anecdote  I have  often  heard  of  the  late 
venerable  bishop  Madison,  of  Virginia.  That  ex- 
cellent prelate  w as  also  a profound  philosopher,  and 
much  addicted  to  philosophizing.  On  one  occasion, 
he  underlook  to  explain  why  the  shade  ol  a lamp, 
almost  in  contact  with  the  flame  oT  the  candle  be- 
neath, was  not,  in  any  degree,  heated  by  it.  This 
he  did  by  a learned  dissertation  on  the  laws  of  cal- 
oric,and  all  the  other  scientific  data  which  could  be 
brought  to  bear  on  the  subject.  Having  complete- 
ly satisfied  himself  and  the  admiring  audience  w hich 
surrounded  him,  of  the  truth  of  his  theory,  he  could 
not  avoid,  in  the  consciousness  of  his  triumph,  put-, 
ting  his  hand  on  the  lamp  shade,  which  had  heen 
the  subject  of  his  disquision,  when  an  exclamation 
of  acute  plain  disclosed  the  fact  that  his  hand  had 
been  severely  burnt  in  the  application.  Nature, 
thus,  contradicted  the  philosopher,  and,  so,  stub- 
born facts  will  sometimes  confute  the  most  astute 
logician.  I cannot  but  think  that  if  the  honorable 
senator  from  New  York  at  the  close  of  his  very  in- 
genious argu rhent,  had  laid  his  hand  upon  this  doc- 
ument, he  must  have  felt  his  fingers, at  least,  a little 
scorched. 

Has  the  honorable  senator  forgotten  the  emphatic 
testimony,  deduced  from  a careful  collation  of  facts, 
borne  by  the  present  secretary  of  the  treasury,  only 
three  years  ago,  to  the  superior  safety  of  banks  as 
depositories  of  the  public  money?  Let  ine  then, 
refresh  his  recollection  by  reading  to  him  and  the 
senate,  an  extract  from  the  able  report  of  that  offi- 
cer, made  to  congress,  in  December  1834,  on  the 
system  of  keeping  und  disbursing  the  public  mo- 
ney. “It  is  a singular  fact,”  says  the  secretary 
in  praise  of  this  description  of  public  debtors,  the 
selected  banks,  that  there  is  not  now  due  on  depo- 
sifes,  from  the  whole  of  them  w hich  have  now  stop- 
ped payment,  from  the  establishment  of  the  consti- 
tution to  the  present  moment,  a sum  much  beyond: 
uhat  is  now  due  to  the  United  States  from  ime "mer- 
cantile firm  that  slopped  payment  in  1825  or  1826 
arid  of  w hom  ample  security  was  required  and  sup- 
posed to  be  taken  under  the  responsibility  0f  an 
oath.  If  we  include  the  whole  present  due’s  to  the 
government  from  discredited'  banks,  at  all  times  and 
of  all  kinds,  whether  as  depositories  or  not  and  em- 
brace even  counterfeit  bills  and  every  other  species 
of  unavailable  funds  in  the  treasury,  they  will  not 
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exceed,  what  is  due  from  two  such  firms.”  He  then 
continues,  “ if  our  former  small  losses  by  them,  (the 
banks,)  in  keeping  and  paying  over  the  public  re- 
venue, under  circumstances  so  very  adverse,  are  com- 
pared with  our  large  losses  either  in  collecting  or  dis- 
bursing that  revenue,  their  present  safety  seems  to 
be  as  great  as  is  consistent  with  the  usual  opera- 
tions of  the  paper  system,  or  with  the  credit  which 
must  always  be  entrusted  by  government,  in  some 
way  or  other,  to  agents,  of  some  kind  in  keeping 
the  public  money.'  In  considering  their  safety,  it 
should  be  constantly  recollected  that  the  owners 
and  managers  of  banks,  when  properly  regulated  by 
legislative  provisions  in  their  charters,  are,  like 
other  individuals,  interested  to  transact  business  se- 
curely ; are  desirous  of  making  and  not  losing  mo- 
ney; and  that  these  circumstances,  with  the  pre- 
ference, in  case  of  failure,  belonging  to  depositors 
and  holders  of  their  bills  over  the  stockholders,  uni- 
ted with  the  security,  if  not  priority,  given  to  the 
government,  render  them,  in  point  of  safely,  gener- 
ally, much  superior  to  individual  agents  of  the  United 
States.” 

If  there  be  any  fad,  incontestibly  established  in 
our  history,  and  by  the  experience  of  all  other  gov- 
ernments, it  is  the  superior  safety  of  banks  as  de- 
positories over  any  individual  custody.  The  rea- 
son of  it  is  obvious.  The  more  complex  organiza- 
tion of  banks,  the  number  of  their  officers  acting  as 
mutual  checks  on  each  other,  the  daily  supervision 
to  which  they  are  subjected,  their  forms  of  doing 
business,  all,  furnish  securities,  which  can  never 
be  had  in  case  of  the  isolated  possession  of  money 
by  an  individual,  whatever  responsibilities  he  may 
be  bound  by.  And  if  a loss  of  the  moneys  com- 
mitted to  them  should  occur  either  by  accident, 
fraud,  or  violence,  the  capital  of  the  bank  stands 
pledged  for  the  security  of  the  depositor.  This  is, 
after  all,  the  only  kind  of  security  that  can  be  relied 
on  with  confidence.  If  any  gentleman  will  take 
the  trouble  to  read  the  notes  and  remarks  annexed 
to  the  various  cases  of  default,  presented  in  the  doc- 
ument from  the  house  of  representatives  to  which 
I have  referred,  he  will  see  how  utterly  worthless 
and  illusory  is  the  personal  security  on  which  wre 
have  heretofore  relied.  The  instances  in  which 
any  thing  has  been  obtained  from  sureties,  to  make 
good  the  default  of  their  principal,  are  like  angel’s 
visits — ‘-few  and  far  between.”  The  general  re- 
turn is,  “the  securities  insolvent,”  “conveyed 
away  their  property,”  “ not  found,”  “ residence  not 
known,”  or  some  other  equally  unavailable  return. 

In  England  and  France,  as  well  as  here,  this  spe- 
cies of  security  has  been  found  either  nominal  or 
mischievous;  and  in  France  it  has  for  many  years 
been  wholly  given  up.  The  only  kind  of  security 
that  is  recognized  there,  is  like  that  which  the 
banks  give  in  the  responsibility  of  their  stock. 
Every  person  who  receives  an  appointment,  con- 
nected with  the  collection  or  disbursement  of'the 
revenue,  is  required,  before  he  enters  on  the  duties 
of  his  office,  to  deposite  with  the  government,  as 
security,  an  amount  of  money,  proportioned  to  the 
probable  amount  of  the  public  treasure  that  will 
pass  through  his  hands.  This  money  is  held  by 
the  government  as  a guarantee  for  the  faithful  ad- 
ministration of  the  trust  conferred,  and  forms,  at 
the  same  time,  a part  of  its  financial  resources  on 
which  it  pays  an  interest  of  4 per  cent,  till  re- 
stored to  the  officer  on  his  satisfactorily  acquitting 
himself  of  his  responsibilities,  or  fill  it  be  other- 
wise forfeited  by  his  default.  The  moneys  thus 
deposited  with  the  government,  by  public  officers, 
as  guaranties  for  the  faithful  performance  of  their 
duties,  are  denominated  cautionnemens,  and  amount 
to  a very  large  sum.  I happen  to  have  in  my  pos- 
session, the  report  made  by  the  French  minister 
of  finance,  count  Chabrol,  to  the  king,  in  March, 
1830,  from  which  it  appears  that  (he  cautionnemens 
on  the  first  day  of  January'  of  that  year,  amounted 
to  the  enormous  sum  of  frs.  226,433,973  (two  hun- 
dred and  twenty-six  millions,  four  hundred  and 
eighty-three  thousand,  nine  hundred  and  seventy- 
three  francs, ) at  a time  when  the  whole  revenue 
of  the  kingdom  did  not  exceed  frs.  900,000,000 
(nine  hundred  millions  of  francs. ) Now,  sir,  if 
gentlemen  mean  to  introduce  here  the  system  of 
individual  depositaries  of  the  public  moneys,  let 
them  be  warned  by  the  experience  of  the  country 
from  which  they  borrow  that  system  that  it  can  be 
made  safe  only  by  the  precautionary  device  of 
cautionnemens,  the  effect  of  which  would  be  to  give 
to  the  millionaires  of  our  cities  the  monopoly  of  all 
fiscal  employments. 

But,  sir,  great  as  is  the  danger  of  heavy  pecuniary 
losses  to  the  government  under  this  system,  1 re- 
gard even  that  as  a trifle  compared  with  the  exten- 
sive demoralization  it  would  produce  in  the  country 
— by  the  temptation  held  out  to  peculation,  to  pri- 
vate cupidity,  to  political  corruption,  in  the  large 


sums  of  public  money  lying  idle  in  the -hands  of 
the  public  officers. 

I have  now,  Mr.  President,  gone  through  my  ob- 
jections to  this  bill  on  account  of  what  it  contains. 

1 object  to  it  also,  and  not  less  earnestly,  on  ac- 
count of  what  it  does  not  contain.  It  contains  no 
provision  for  the  relief  of  the  country.  It  “takes 
no  thought”  for  the  public.  It  looks  only  to  the 
ease  arid  comfort  of  the  government.  The  most 
urgent  want  of  the  country,  the  highest  interest  of 
all,  is  a speedy  restoration  of  specie  payments  by 
the  banks.  Now,  too,  is  the  critical  and  decisive 
moment.  The  banks  have  been,  hitherto,  diligently 
and  steadily  curtailing  their  discounts  and  circula- 
tion, with  a view  to  that  resumption,  till  they  have 
brought  their  business  within  such  safe  limits,  that 
they  might  now  easily  resume  with  a little  encou- 
ragement. But  if  they  are  once  again  let  loose 
from  these  salutaiy  bounds, — if,  despairing  of  a 
general  resumption,  and  yielding  to  the  strong 
temptations  of  ii redeemable  issues,  they  should 
again  expand,  all  hope  will  be  lost  of  recalling  them 
to  a specie  standard,  and  the  disastrous  reign  of  an 
inconvertible  paper  currency  will  be  indefinitely 
prolonged.  Now,  then,  is  the  moment  to  join 
in  this  great  work  of  effecting  a restoration  of  specie 
payments.  But  does  this  bill  do  anything  towards 
its  accomplishment?  On  the  contrary,  it  does  every 
thing  it  can  to  retard  and  obstruct  it.  In  the  run 
it  would  create  on  the  banks  for  specie,  both  by  the 
demand  it  makes  of  it  for  the  uses  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  by  the  general  discredit  which  the  high 
example  of  the  government  would  stamp  on  bank 
paper,  it  throws  new  and  insurmountable  obstacles 
in  the  way  of  resumption. 

But  the  honorable  senator  from  New  York  says 
that,  the  resumption  of  specie  payments  by  the 
banks  is  no  concern  of  this  government— that  it  is 
exclusively  an  affair  of  the  states  and  of  the  banks 
themselves — and  we,  who  urge  the  necessity  of 
promoting  by  every  proper  and  practicable  means, 
the  accomplishment  oi  this  great  object,  are  re- 
proached with  using  an  argument,  which,  he  tells 
us,  belongs  to  the  friends  of  a national  bank.  Now, 
sir,  I beg  leave  to  say  to  the  honorable  senator  that 
both  reason  and  experience  prove,  that  the  only 
effectual  means  of  preventing  a national  bank  is  to 
bring  about  a resumption  or  specie  payments  by 
the  slate  banks,  and  that  nothing  is  more  directly 
calculated  to  lead  to  the  re-establisbment  of  a bank 
of  the  United  States,  than  the  course  of  those  who 
would  do  nothing  towards  effecting  that  resump- 
tion. Let  the  honorable  senator  look  back  to  that 
most  instructive  period,  rich  in  lessons  for  the  pre- 
sent times — the  former  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments by  the  banks  from  1814  to  1817— and  he  will 
see  that  it  was  the  unwillingness  or  the  inability  of 
thestate  banks  then  to  resume  specie  payments, 
which  alone  led  to  the  establishment  of  a national 
bank.  Let  him  read  the  official  correspondence  of 
Mr.  Dallas, — the  numerous  reports  and  communica- 
tions of  that  able  and  patriotic  man,  worthy  of  him 
and  ot  the  country — and  he  will  find  throughout, 
an  explicit  recognition  of,  and  unvarying  testimony 
to,  this  great  truth— that  if  the  state  banks  could 
have  been  induced  more  promptly  to  resume  specie 
pay  ments  at  that  time,  there  would  have  been  no 
occasion  for  a national  bank,  and  that  that  institu- 
tion would  not  have  existed.  The  true  means  of 
preventing  its  re-establishment  now,  is  by  the  in- 
strumentality of  the  state  banks,  under  the  lead  and 
encouragement  of  the  government,  to  restore  to 
the  country  a sound,  convertible  currency'. 

This  government  can  and  ought  to  aid  in  this 
great  work.  Its  vast  revenue  power,  and  its  per- 
vading action,  co-extensive  with  the  whole  union, 
give  it  means  and  influences  which  the  states  do 
not  possess.  It  holds,  indeed,  through  that  power, 
a lever  of  the  greatest  efficacy,  for  controlling  the 
entire  currency  of  the  country.  Through  its  col- 
lections and  disbursements,  it  can  hold  out  induce- 1 
ments  ot  the  most  influential  character  to  sway  the 
course  of  the  banks.  In  the  mode  of  conducting 
its  receipts  and  payments,  it  has  in  its  power  to  set 
an  example  of  the  most  persuasive  influence  towards 
the  restoration  of  general  confidence.  In  a dis- 
turbed state  of  the  currency  like  the  present,  these 
are  powers  to  be  exercised  in  a spirit  of  liberality 
and  benignity- — not  of  menace,  denunciation  or 
vengeance.  The  occasion  demands  the  language 
of  encouragement  and  support — not  of  severity 
and  sternness.  Look  at  the  communications  of  Mr. 
Dallas  and  Mr.  Crawford  with  the  banks  during 
the  former  suspension  of  specie  payments,  and  it 
will  be  seen  in  what  spirit  the  influence  of  the  Gov- 
ernment was  then  exerted,  and  effectually  exerted, 
in  the  end,  to  accomplish  a return  to  specie  pay- 
ments. The  banks  were  not  then  outlawed  by  the 
official  press— they  were  not  then  put  undef  the 
Stra  of  the  government— they  were  not  then  pur- 
<sued  as  conspirators,  but  were  treated  as  institutions 


having  themselves  a stake  in  the  common  weal, 
and  with  which  the  common  interests  of  the  w hole 
country  were  identified.  It  will  be  edifying,  for  a 
moment,  to  look  back  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
government  then  conducted  its  relations  with  the 
banks  ; and  I must  say  that,  if  the  exertions  of  the 
banks,  generally,  since  the  recent  suspension  of 
specie  payments,  to  prepare  themselves  for  a re- 
sumption by  a steady  and  persevering  curtailment 
of  their  business  and  profits,  be  compared  with  the 
course  of  the  banks  on  the  former  occasion,  in 
taking  advantage  of  the  suspension  to  enlarge  their 
issues  to  a most  extravagant  extent,  and  in  obsti- 
nately refusing  to  apply  the  valuable  public  stocks 
held  by  them  to  acquiring  the  ability  to  resume, 
the  banks  now  are  entitled,  at  least,  to  as  much 
liberality  and  favor  as  were  shown  to  them  then. 

By  the  joint  resolution  of  April,  1816,  which 
has  been  so  often  referred  to,  it  was  made  the  duty 
of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  "take  such  mea- 
sures as  he  should  deem  necessary  to  effect  a col- 
lection of  the  revenue  in  gold  and  silver,  treasury 
notes,  or  the  notes  of  specie  payingbanks.  In  the 
discharge  of  this  duty,  Mr.  Dallas  very  soon  opened 
a correspondence  with  the  state  banks,  to  induce 
them  to  return  to  specie  payments.  Inaeircular 
which  he  addressed  to  them  on  the  22d  of  July, 
1816,  he  used  this  language: 

“ From  the  state  banks,  a sincere  and  effectual 
exertion,  in  the  common  cause  of  restoring  the 
legal  currency,  is  certainly  expected  and  required; 
but  in  return  they  will  merit  and  receive  the  confi- 
dence of  the  treasury  and  of  the  national  bank ; 
the  transfer  of  the  public  funds  from  the  state 
banks  to  the  national  bank  and  its  branches,  will  be 
gradual,  and  the  notes  of  the  stale  banks  will  be 
freely  circulated  by  the  treasury  and  the  national 
bank.” 

In  a preceding  part  of  the  same  letter,  he  says — 

“The  present  opportunity  is  embraced  to  repeat 
the  assurances  which  have  been  uniformly  given 
and  maintained,  that  this  department  feels  theyiscuZ 
interests  of  ihe  government,  and  the  successful  ope- 
rations of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  to  be  in- 
timately connected  with  ihe  credit  and  prosperity 
of  the  stale  banks.” 

Here  we  seethe  language  of  the  government  to- 
ward the  banks  was  that  of  encouragement  and 
confidenee.  They  were  assured,  in  advance,  of  the 
friendship,  and  even  of  the  support,  of  the  govern- 
ment, if  they  would  faithfully  co-operate  in  the 
common  cause  of  restoring  the  leital  currency. 

The  communications  of  Mr.  Crawford,  the  able 
and  distinguished  successor  of  Mr.  Dallas,  were  in 
the  same  spirit.  You,  Mr.  President,  and  those 
who  acted  with  you  in  those  difficult  limes,  will 
recollect  that,  although  the  joint  resolution  of 
April,  1816,  indicated  the  20th  of  February  follow' - 
ing,  as  the  day  for  a general  resumption  of  specie 
payments,  the  banks  determined,  in  a convention 
held  by  them  for  the  purpose  of  deliberating  on  the 
subject,  not  to  resume  fill  the  1st  of  July,  1S17. — 
In  order  to  induce  them  to  change  that  determi- 
nation, Mr.  Crawford  made  a formal  proposition  to 
them  that  if  they  would  resume  on  the  20th  of  Feb- 
ruary, the  public  money  then  in  their  vaults  should 
not  be  transferred,  at  all,  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  (constituted  bv  its  charter  the  general  de- 
pository of  the  national  funds)  arid  that  between 
that  day  and  the  1st  of  July,  no  portion  of  the 
public  money  should  be  drawm  from  them  for  any 
purpose  w hatever,  unless  (he  necessities  of  the 
public  service  imperiously  required  it.  I beg  leave 
to  read  to  the  Senate  (lie  following  extracts  from 
his  circular  to  the  banks  of  20th  December,  1816, 
submitting  that  proposition  : 

“The  means  of  the  treasury  to  aid  the  opera- 
tions of  the  banks  in  effecting  a revolution  in  tile 
state  of  the  currency,  so  imperiously  necessary  to 
the  public,  interest,  are  considered  ample,  and  the 
strongest  disposition  exists  to  apply  them,  so  as  to 
produce  the  most  beneficial  results.” 

“In  making  the  above  proposition  to  the  state 
banks,  the  strongest  reliance  is  placed  in  their  dis- 
position to  join  in  the  effort  necessary  to  relieve 
the  community  from  the  evils  to  which  it  has  been 
subjected,  by  the  disordered  state  of  the  circulating 
medium.  It  is  confidently  believed  that  the  inte- 
rests of  the  banks  and  of  the  community  are  not 
in  opposition  to  each  other,  and  (hat  any  sacrifice, 
which  the  effort  may  cost  them,  will  be  compensated 
by  ihe  advantages  and.  facilities  which  it  is  in  the 
power  of  the  treasury  to  afford  them.” 

“The  deep  interest  which  the  treasury  has  in  the 
support  of  barite  credit,  and  the  connection  it  lias 
with  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  would,  inde- 
pendent of  the  known  disposition  of  that  institu- 
tion to  conciliate  the  state  banks,  be  sufficient  to 
protect  them  against  an  illiberal  policy  on  its  pari.” 

In  this  communication,  it  will  be  perceived,  that 
Mr.  Crawford  felt  and  avowed  that  the  means  of 


41 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— MARCH  17,  1838— MR.  RIVES’  SPEECH. 


the  treasury,  to  aid  in  the  restoration  of  specie 
payments  were  ample.  He  freely  proffered  that  aid 
to  the  state  banks — lie  not  only  made  them  the  most 
liberal  propositions  lbr  their  own  advantage,  but  he 
gave  them  a specific  pledge  of  protection  and  sup- 
port against  any  illiberal  policy  on  the  part  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States.  An  appeal  thus  urged 
to  both  the  interests  and  patriotism  of  the  state 
banks,  could  not  fail  to  be  effectual.  It  accom- 
plished its  object.  The  banks  changed  theiroriginal 
determination,  and  did  resume  specie  payments  on 
the  20th  of  February,  1817. 

Now,  sir,  can  any  one  doubt  that  if  the  same 
spirit  had  actuated  the  treasury  department  in  its 
relations  with  the  banks  recently:  if,  especially, 
when  a majority  of  the  banks,  represented  in  the 
bank  convention,  assembled  in  New  Yoik,  in  No- 
vember last,  manifested  a strong  desire  to  lix  an 
early  day  for  the  resumption  of  specie  payments, 
and  were  prevented  from  doing  so  only  by  the  in- 
fluence of  a powerful  and  overshadow'ing  institu- 
tion—if,  I say,  sir,  the  treasury  department  had 
shown,  on  that  occasion,  the  same  dispositions 
which  animated  Mr.  Crawford,  in  1816,  and  had 
come  forward  and  given  assurances  of  support  to 
that  portion  ot  the  banks,  who  were  anxious  to  re- 
turn to  specie  payments,  against  the  “illiberal  po- 
licy” ol  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  can  there 
be  a doubt  that  at  this  moment,  we  should  be  in 
sightof  a fixed  period  for  the  termination  of  the 
present  calamitous  and  disoidered  state  of  the  cur- 
rency. But,  unfortunately,  the  policy  has  been  to 
stand  entirely  aloof  horn  the  banks,  alter  having 
contributed,  it  is  admitted  on  all  hands,  by  the  mea- 
sures of  the  government,  in  someone  or  other  of 
its  branches,  to  the  embarrassments  by  w hich  they 
were  overthrown.  No  aid.  no  encouragement  has 
been  given — -not  even  a voice  of  cheering  has  been 
uttered  amid  the  general  distress.  On  the  contrary, 
odium  and  prejudice  have  been  extensively  invoked 
though  the  press,  at  least,  to  render  more  com- 
plete that  want  of  confidence,  which  is  the  sole 
obstacle  to  the  re-establishment  of  both  the  credit 
and  ability  ol  tile  banks.  And  now,  in  the  sequel, 
comes  this  fatal  sub-treasury  bill  lo  deal  (hem  the 
last  blow  in  their  prostrate  condition.  The  great 
interests  of  the  country,  connected  with  the  resto- 
ration of  the  credit  of  the  banks,  and  of  the  cur- 
rency which  they  supply,  have  been  overlooked  or 
unappreciated;  and  the  whole  object  seems  to  have 
been  to  devise  some  plan  by  which  the  government 
could,  in  future,  get  along  in  the  smoothest  way — by 
which  it  could  be  relieved  from  those  responsibili- 
ties, and  protected  from  that  “shower  of  impvta- 
Hons’’’  in  the  dischargeof  its, duties  which,  the  ho- 
norable senator  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Wright,)  so 
pathetically  deprecates.  ° 

What,  then,  I would  ask,  are  governments  insti- 
tuted for,  if  it  is  not  to  meet  difficulties  in  the  pub- 
lic cause — to  meet  and  overcome  them — to  en- 
counter responsibilities — to  endure  a shower  of  i fil- 
iations, yea,  “the  pelting  of  the  pitiless  storm,” 
if  duty  to  the  country  demand  it.  And  an  able  man 
and  a patriot  need  not  repine  at  these  trials  of  his 
virtue  and  talents.  The  ultimate  gratitude  of  his 
country  will  ever  be  in  proportion  to  the  temporary 
injustice  he  may  sustain  by  the  bitterness  of  ene- 
mies  or  the  persecutions  of  faclion.  How  enviable, 
at  this  moment,  the  fame  of  Mr.  Crawford,  than 
vs  horn  no  man,  in  his  day , eneou  n tered  more  respon - 
sibilities  by  tile  bold  and  tearless  manner  in  which 
he  met  the  duties  of  his  station,  or  sustained  more 
unfounded  imputations.  But  truth  has  triumphed 
over  prejudice  and  error,  and  he  now  lives  and 
will  forever  live,  in  the  grateful  memory  of  his 
country.  This  desire  to  avoid  difficulties  and  their 
attendant  responsibilities,  founded,  as  I think  I have 
shown  it  to  be,  in  mistake  as  to  the  true  interests 
ot  public  men,  is  the  source  of  still  greater  calami- 
ties to  the  country.  It  is  the  natural  parent, strange 
as  it  may  seem  at  first  sight,  of  all  schemes  of  strong 
government ; and  is  not  unsuitably  avowed  by  the 
honor  able  senator  from  New  York,  as  a considera- 
tion in  favor  of  a measure,  the  effect  of  which,  in 
my  humble  judgment,  would  be  to  render  this"  re- 
publican government  of  ours  one  of  the  strongest 
on  the  face  of  the  earth.  On  this  subject,  sir,  I 
beg  leave  to  read  to  the  senate  the  remarks  of  the 
profoundest  observer,  perhaps,  of  human  affairs, 
that  ever  lived.  They  are  full  of  instruction,  and 
cannot  be  too  well  weighed  by  public  men.  In 
speaking  of  the  national  assembly  of  France,  Burke 
makes  use  of  these  words  : 

“Tlmir  purpose  every  where  seems  to  have  been 
to  evade  and  slip  aside  from  dijficnltj.  This  it  has 
been  the  glory  of  the  great  masters,  in  all  the  arts, 
to  confront  and  overcome;  and  when  they  had  over- 
come the  first  difficulty,  lo  turn  it  into  an  instrument 
for  new  conquests  over  new  difficulties.”  “This 
amicable  conflict  with  difficulty  obliges  us  to  an 
intimate  acquaintance  with  our  object,  and  compels 


us  to  consider  it  in  all  its  relations.  It  will  not 
sutler  us  to  be  superficial.  It  is  the  want  of  nerves 
for  such  a task;  it  is  the  fondness  for  short  cuts  and 
falaeioiis  facilities,  that  has,  in  so  many  parts  ofthe 
world,  created  governments  with  arbitrary  powers.” 
“It  is  this  unwillingness  to  wrestle  with  difficulty 
which  has  obliged  the  national  assembly  of  France 
to  commence  their  schemes  of  reform  with  abolition 
and  total  destruction.'” 

The  disposition  to  evade  difficulty , the  policy  of 
short  cuts , we  are  told  by  this  great  master  of  po- 
litical wisdom,  has,  in  every  part  of  the  world, 
“created  governments  with  arbitrary  powers ami 
was  what  in  France  led  the  national  assembly  “to 
commence  their  schemes  of  reform  with  abolition 
and.  total  destruction.”  Now,  sir,  if  this  had  been 
specially  written  for  our  warning,  and  with  express 
reference  to  the  question  before  us,  it  could  not 
have  been  more  apposite  or  more  instructive. — 
Every  summary  invention,  in  a free  country,  sug- 
gested by  the  ease  of  government,  however  intended, 
will  be  found,  at  last,  to  carry  with  it  the  deepest 
dangers  to  the  liberties  and  happiness  of  the  peo- 
ple. The  honorable  senator  from  New  York,  too, 
should  remember  that  it  was  to  him  who  should 
untie,  and  not  to  him  who  should  cut  the  Gordian 
knot,  that  the  ancient  oracle  promised  the  glorips 
of  empire.  The  first  is  the  achievement  of  skill 
and  industry,  and  its  fruits  are  peace,  liberty  and 
happiness.  The  second  is  the  achievement  of  power, 
and  its  result  is  the  establishment  of  power.  Let 
the  honorable  senator  from  New  York  untie  the 
knot,  by  leading  the  banki  to  a resumption  of  specie 
payments,  (as  lam  sure,  by  proper  means,  hecould 
easily  do. ) and  not  cut  it  by  the  sub-treasury  scheme, 
and  I will  be  among  the  fii-st  to  award  him  the  civic 
wreath.  With  Mr.  Jefferson,  in  Ills  memorable 
letter  to  Mr.  Madison,  while  the  federal  constitu- 
tion was  under  consideration,  I say,  “I  am  no 
friend  to  strong  government.  It  is  always  oppres- 
sive. It  puts  the  governors  at  their  ease,  but  at  the 
expense  of  the  people  ” Here  lies  the  fatal  objec- 
tion to  to  the  sub-treasury  scheme.  It  puts  the 
“governors  at  their  ease,”  but  is  dangerous  and 
“oppressive,”  to  the  people. 

What  system  of  policy,  then,  it  will  he  asked, 
would  I pursue?  The  same  great  authority,  whose 
words  I have  already  quoted,  says,  “a  good  patriot 
and  a true  politician  will  always  consider  how  to 
make  the  most  of  the  existing  materials  of  his 
country.”  This  is  the  foundation  principle  on 
which  I would  build.  Experience  has  shown,  in  the 
language  used  by  the  present  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury, in  1834,  tliat  banks  are  the  most  “responsible, 
safe,  corvenient  and  economical”  fiscal  agents  for 
the  government.  The  state  banks  are  institutions 
now  existing.  I would  “make  the  most”  ol  them 
for  the  public  service.  There  is  no  national  bank- 
ing institution  in  existence;  and  the  condition  of 
the  country,  already  surcharged  with  banks,  the 
state  of  public  opinion,  the  known  sentiments  and 
pledges  of  those  charged  with  Hie  public  adminis- 
tration, all  conspire  to  render  it  very  unlikely  1 hat 
there  will  be  any  such  institution  at  least  for  years 
to  come.  I say’  farther — in  my  humble  opinion, 
there  ought  to  be  no  such  institution;  first,  because 
there  is  no  constitutional  authority  to  create  it,  and 
secondly,  because  its  political  dangers,  in  any  form 
in  which  it  has  heretofore  existed,  have  been  found 
to  more  than  counterbalance  its  supposed  advan- 
tages in  other  respects.  Then,  as  to  the  sub-trea- 
sury scheme,  it  is  a novelty  utterly  unknown  to 
our  laws  and  usages,  which  could  not  be  brought 
into  existence  without  violating  all  the  habitudes 
of  our  people,  deranging  the  operations  of  business, 
and  hazarding  the  most  cherished  principles  of  our 
political  institutions.  What,  then,  ought  to  be 
done?  Recur  to  the  “ existing  materials  ofthe  coun- 
try,” the  state  banks,— “make  the  most”  of  them 
for  the  convenience  of  the  government,  as  well  as 
forlhe  general  good — reform  their  abuses,  correct 
their  defects  and  adopt  every  precaution  which  may 
be  necessary  to  ensure  their  fidelity  and  efficiency. 

These  institutions,  it  is  true,  have  recently,  in 
common  with  every  other  interest  in  the  country 
and  with  the  whole  commercial  world,  been  sub- 
jected to  serious  embarrassments.  All  agree,  how- 
ever, though  ditfering  as  to  the  particular  causes 
which  produced  them,  that  those  embarrassments 
have  been  the  result  of  very  peculiar  and  extraor- 
dinary circumstances.  The  banks,  too,  which  were 
employed  as  the  depositories  and  fiscal  agents  of  the 
government,  have,  for  the  most  part,  amid  circum- 
stances ofthe  greatest  difficulty,  actually  discharged 
all  their  engagements  to  the  government,  enor- 
mously heavy,  a3  they  were,  in  consequence 
of  the  large  surplus  revenue;  or  the  few  who  have 
not  yet  done  so,  have  satisfactorily  secured  the 
comparatively  small  balances  due  from  them,  to 
be  paid  at  short  periods,  according  to  an  indulgence 
voluntarily  granted  to  them  by  Congress.  The 


[ past,  therefore,  candidly  considered,  furnishes  no 
I ground  against  the  renewed  employment  of  the  state 
banks  as  fiscal  agents  of  the  government.  Expe- 
rience may  have,  and  doubtless,  has,  disclosed  de- 
fects and  errors  in  the  particular  plan  upon  which 
they  have  been  heretofore  employed.  Correct, 
then,  those  errors — supply  those  delects— but  do 
not  reject  their  employment  altogether.  This,  sir, 
is  the  general  principle  on  which  I have  bottomed 
the  proposition  I have  submitted  as  a substitute  for 
the  bill  reported  by  the  honorable  senator  from 
New  York,  and  I will  now  proceed  to  explain,  in 
detail,  those  provisions  of  the  substitute  which  dis- 
tinguish it  from  the  state  bank  deposite  system  as 
heretofore  organized. 

It  is  now  generally  acknowledged  that  one  of  the 
principal  circumstances  which  contributed  to  em- 
barrass the  operations  of  the  late  deposite  system, 
was  the  large  number  of  banks  employed  as  deposi- 
tories,— amounting,  in  the  end,  I believe,  to  near 
ninety.  This  increase  of  number,  in  part,  was 
rendered  necessary  by  that  provision  in  the  act  of 
June,  1836,  which  required  that,  where  the  amount 
of  public  deposites,  in  any  bank,  exceeds  three- 
fourths  of  its  capital  actually  paid  in,  the  surplus 
should  be  transferred  to  some  other  bank.  In  the 
execution  ofthe  act,  however,  (from  considerations 
w hich  I am  not  able  to.  explain,)  there  was  a still 
farther  increase  in  the  number  of  depositories,  no 
called  for  by  (he  requirements  of  this  provision. — 
It  is  obvious  how  the  whole  play  of  the  machi- 
nery must  have  been  weakened  and  obstruct!  d 
by  this  needless  complexity  of  its  parts.  I am 
satisfied  that  twenty  banks,  judiciously  selected 
and  properly  located,  would  be  competent  to  do  the 
whole  business  of  the  treasury  department,  with 
much  less  danger  of  embarrassment  to  the  banks, 
and  a far  more  easy  and  effectual  supervision  on  the 
part  of  the  secretary.  The  substitute,  therefore, 
provides  that  the  number  of  banks  to  be  employed 
as  public  depositories,  shall,  in  no  case,  exceed 
twenty-five,  to  be  chosen  from  among  the  most  solid 
and  respectable  banks  in  the  respective  states,  and 
their  location,  as  well  as  number,  to  be  determined 
solely  with  reference  to  the  wants  and  convenience 
of  the  treasury  in  conducting  its  fiscal  opera- 
tions. 

The  substitute  also  proposes  an  important  change 
in  the  mode  of  selecting  the  deposite  banks.  Here- 
tofore they  were  chosen  by  tire  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  at  his  will  and  pleasure  alone.  This  sole 
agency  of  the  executive  will,  in  designating  the 
depositories  of  the  public  money,  exposed  the  late 
system  to  a suspicion  of  favoritism  and  a want  of 
confidence  in  general,  which  greatly  impaired  its 
moral  force,  and  admitted  a possibility  of  abuses, 
which,  it  is  certainly  proper,  should  be  guarded 
against.  It  was  this  which  caused  it  to  be  charac- 
terised as  the  pet-baidc  system.  I propose  to  diiest 
it  of  this  character  by  subjecting  the  selection  of 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  every  case,  to  the 
supervision  and  control  of  congress.  If  the  selec- 
tion be  made  during  the  session  of  congress,  it  is  to 
be  immediately  submitted  for  the  approval  of  the 
two  houses — if,  during  the  recess,  it  is  to  be  laid 
before  them  at  the  commencement  of  the  next  ses- 
sion, to  be  in  like  manner  confirmed  or  annulled 
by  them.  The  effect  of  this  provision  will  be  to 
bring  every  thing,  relating  to  the  public  moneys, 
under  (lie  direct  and  efficient  control  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  and  the  states,  and  in  so 
delicate  and  important  a matter,  to  leave  as  little  as 
possible  to  executive  discretion. 

Another  leading  provision  in  the  substitute  is 
one  which  requires  the  deposite  banks  to  have 
weekly  settlements  with  the  banks,  in  their  vicinity, 
w ith  which  they  have  business  transactions,  and 
to  call  for  balances  in  specie,  whenever  and  to  what- 
ever extent  it  may  be  necessary  to  check  over-is- 
sues and  to  preserve  the  soundness  ofthe  currency. 
In  the  adoption  of  this  practice  by  the  late  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  consisted  its  boasted  power 
and  influence  as  a regulator  of  the  currency.  There 
is  no  reason  why  the  same  salutary  control  should 
not  be  exercised  by  the  deposite  hanks,  and  with 
even  greater  effect,  inasmuch  as  their  aggregate 
capital  and  presumed  amount  of  transactions  with 
other  banks,  would,  no  doubt,  exceed  those  of  the 
late  national  bank.  It  will  be  perceived  from  the 
terms  of  this  provision  in  (he  substitute,  that  it  is 
not  contemplated  to  enjoin  on  the  deposite  banks  a 
fixed  and  inexorable  requisition  of  balances  from 
the  other  banks  in  specie,  under  all  circumstances 
whatever;  for  considering  the  large  balances  that 
would  be  habitually  accumulated  by  them  agaii.st 
the  other  banks  in  the  process  of  collecting  the 
public  revenue,  such  a requisition  would  be  de- 
structive in  many  cases,  to  institutions  of  unques- 
tionable soundness.  It  is  contemplated,  therefore, 
that  this  power  should  be  exercised  under  proper 
safe-guards,  and  only  to  the  extent  that  may  be  ne- 
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cessary  to  restrain  imprudences  or  excesses,  en- 
dangering 'lie  general  currency.  It  was  to  this  ex- 
tent only,  as  I have  shown  in  a previous  part  of 
these  remarks,  that  the  power  was  exercised  by  the 
late  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

The  substitute  likewise  makes  it  the  duty  of  the 
secretary,  of  the  trea  ury  to  use  his  influence  to 
bring  about  an  arrangement,  (as  no  doubt  is>  enter- 
tained he  could  do,)  among  the  several  deposits 
banks  to  receive  and  credit  as  cash  the  notes  of 
each  other  in  payment  of  the  public  revenue, 
wherever  so  tendered.  The  effect  of  this  arrange- 
ment would  be  to  put  the  notes  of  the  deposite 
banks  practically  on  the  same  footing  as  the  branch 
notes  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States — every 
where  receivable  in  payment  of  public  dues,  and 
enjoying,  consequently,  a general  credit  and  cir- 
culation throughout  the  union.  It  would  give  to  the 
country,  to  a great  extent,  the  advantages  of  an 
uniform  paper  currency,  as  the  preceding  provision 
would  secure  to  it  a sound  one;  and  the  two  to- 
gether, in  supplying,  practically,  the  benefits  pro- 
mised by  a national  bank,  would  supersede  the 
strongest  arguments  now  urged  in  favor  of  such  an 
institution. 

In  regard  to  the  kinds  of  money,  in  which  the 
public  revenue  is  to  be  collected,  the  substitute 
adopts,  with  slight  modifications,  the  provision  of 
the  currency  bill  of  the  last  session  of  congress. — - 
It  declares  that  the  public  dues,  of  every  description, 
for  lands  as  well  as  customs,  shall  be  received  in 
gold  or  silver,  or  treasury  notes,  or  such  note?  of 
specie-paying  banks,  (under  certain  restrictions  in- 
tended to  promote  the  suppression  of  small  notes,) 
as  the  deposite  banks,  subject  to  the  supervision  and 
control  of  the  secretary  ol  the  treasury,  shall  agree 
to  credit  to  the  United  States  as  cask.  It  will  be 
perceived  that  in  the  proposition  now  submitted,  I 
have  postponed  lor  one  year  the  exclusion  of  the 
notes  of  banks  which  issue  bills  or  notes  under  five 
dollars.  It  is  known  that  many  of  the  states  autho- 
rize notes  under  that  denomination;  and  some,  who 
have  heretofore  proiiibited  them,  will,  it  is  supposed, 
authorize  the  issuing  of  them  under  existing  circu in- 
stances, and  for  a limited  period.  It  is  evident 
tha  the  use  of  this  description  of  notes,  in  sup- 
ply. ng  the  place  of,  and  consequently  diminishing 
me  demand  for,  specie  in  small  dealings,  would 
tend  materially  to  facilitate  the  resumption  of  spe- 
cie payments  by  the  banks.  This  consideration 
has  induced  me,  under  the  peculiar  circumstances 
of  the  times,  to  adjourn  for  one  year  the  period  for 
excluding  the  notes  of  banks  issuing  bills  or 
notes  under  five  dollars;  and  the  same  considera- 
tion has  prevailed  with  ine,  for  the  present,  to  limit 
the  farther  exclusion  of  bank  notes  to  the  is-ues  of 
such  banks  as  shall,  after  the  expiration  of  two 
years,  continue  to  issue  bills  or  notes  under  ten  dol- 
lars. In  doing  this,  under  the  exigencies  of  the 
times,  I wish  to  be  understood  as  not  abandoning 
mv  original  opinion,  (which  remain  unchanged,) 
in  favor  of  extending  the  prohibition  of  small  notes 
ultimately  to  all  under  the  denomination  of  twenty 
dollars. 

Finally,  the  substitute,  in  furtherance  of  the 
great  policy  of  fixing  a period  to  the  present  disas- 
trous reign  of  irredeemable  paper,  provides  that 
after  the  1st  day  of  July  next,  the  notes  of  no  bank 
which  shall  not  then  have  bena  file  resumed  spe- 
cie payments,  shall,  at  any  time  thereafter,  be  re- 
ceived in  payment  of  the  public  dues.  This,  in 
connection  with  the  liberal  provisions  made  by  the 
substitute,  in  other  respects,  for  re-establishing  the 
credit  of  convertible  bank  paper,  will,  I am  per- 
suaded, bring  about  a general  resumption  of  specie 
pay roents  at  the  time  designated.  The  mere  fixa- 
tion of  a day  by  congress  will  exrcise  a powerful 
moral  influence  ; and  not  the  less  so,  as  the  day 
fixed  corresponds  with  that  indicated  by  a majority 
of  the  banks  in  the  bank  convention  held  in  New 
York  in  November  last. 

These,  Mr.  President,  are  the  leading  provisions 
of  the  measure  I have  submitted,  which  distinguish 
it  from  the  system  heretofore  adopted  for  the  em- 
ployment of  state  banks  as  depositories  of  the  pub- 
lic'money.  In  many  respects,  they  make  of  it  a 
new  system,  obviating  some  of  the  strongest  objec- 
tions which  have  been  hitherto  urged  against  it, 
providing  new  guards  against  abuses  and  contain- 
ing new  provisions  for  extending  its  usefulness  and 
efficiency.  Under  an  able  and  not  unfriendly  di- 
rection, I feel  every  confidence  that  it  would  meet 
both  the  wants  of  the  government  and  the  wishes 
of  the  country. 

I shall,  doubtless,  be  asked  what  arrangement  I 
propose  in  regard  to  the  banks  dicounting  on  the 
public  deposites.  There  is  no  absolute  interdiction 
of  their  doing  so,  in  the  measure  I propose,  (for  to 
this,  I think,  I shall  be  able  to  show  there  are  in- 
superable obstacles,)  but  it  carefully  withdraws  the 
stimulus  to  the  use  of  that  power  which  has  here- 


tofore been  applied,  and  it  moreover  furnishes  a 
positive  security,  of  an  important  character,  againsl 
the  excessive  use  of  it.  It  will  be  recollected  by 
the  senate  that  the  law  of  June,  1536,  which  organ- 
ized the  late  deposite  system,  (besides  requiring 
of  the  banks  very  important  and  onerous  Services,) 
required  thc-in  to  pay  an  interest  of  two  per  cent, 
on  all  the  public  deposites  in  their  possession  ex- 
ceeding one-fourth  of  their  capital  actually  paid  in. 
Now,  this  not  merely  autliorizi  d,  but  compelled 
the  banks  to  discount  on  the  public  moneys,  whe- 
ther they  willed  it  or  not,  in  order  to  enable  Ihein 
to  pay  the  interest  charged.  It  was  a stimulus  ad- 
ministered by  the  government  to  the  use  of  the 
power.  This  stimulus,  this  compulsion  rather,  I 
propose  to  withdraw  by  repealing  that  clause  of  the 
law  of  1336,  which  charged  Hie  banks  interest  on 
the  public  moneys  ; for  the  important  services  to 
be  rendered  by  them  as  fiscal  agents  of  the  govern- 
ment, arethe  fair  and  proper  equivalent  of  any  le- 
gitimate advantage  to  be  incidentally  derived  by 
them  from  the  custody  of  the  public  moneys. 

In  the  limitation  of  the  number  of  deposite  banks 
to  twenty-five,  as  proposed  by  the  measure  I have 
had  the  honor  to  submit,  there  is  an  important  se- 
curity against  the  public  deposites  being  made  the 
basis  ol  bank  discounts,  to  any  great  extent.  It 
must  not  be  forgotten  that  the  charters  of  all  the 
state  banks  fix  a general  limit  beyond  which  they 
are  not  permitted  to  extend  their  discounts.  That 
limit  is,  1 believe,  ordinarily  twice,  or  twice  and  a 
half,  the  amount  of  their  capitals  paid  in.  As  the 
public  deposite-s,  under  the  measure  1 propose  would 
be  confined  to  twenty-five  banks,  it  is  evident  that 
they  could  not  be  used,  to  any  great  extent,  (rela- 
tively to  their  amount,)  by  those  banks  to  enlarge 
their  discounts,  before  they  would  ericounteran  im- 
passable barrier  in  the  limit  of  their  charters.  This, 
it  i~-  well  known,  occurred  in  several  cases,  (par- 
ticularly in  New  York,)  under  the  operation  of  the 
late  system,  notwithstanding  the  greater  number  of 
banks  then  employed  as  depositories;  and  ill  those 
cases,  authority  was  given  to  the  banks  which  had 
thus  exhausted  their  chartered  power  of  discounting 
*m  the  public  deposites,  to  turn  over  the  surplus, 
on  which  they  could  no  longer  discount  under  the 
limitations  of  their  charters,  to  other  banks,  that 
they  might  discount  upon  them.  To  any  arrange- 
ments of  this  sort  for  in  ultiplying  bank  discounts 
on  the  public  deposites,  the  measure  I have  sub- 
mitted would  oppose  an  insuperable  obstacle,  as  it 
inflexibly  fixes,  under  all  circumstances  whatever, 
the  number  of  banks  to  be  employed  as  depositories 
of  the  public  moneys  ; and  in  fixing  that  number 
at  twenty-five,  the  salutary  charter  limitation  upon 
the  power  of  discounting,  would,  as  I have  just 
shown,  soon  be  brought  into  action  to  prevent  ex- 
cess by  them. 

I think,  therefore,  Mr.  President,  that  under  the 
provisions  of  the  substitute  I have  proposed  for  the 
consideration  of  the  senate,  there  would  be  no 
dinger  of  any  unreasonable  extension  of  discounts 
on  the  public  deposites.  1 know,  however,  there 
are  gentlemen  of  great  intelligence  and  patriotism, 
who  are  for  an  absolute  prohibition  of  the  banks 
discounting,  to  any  extent,  however  moderate,  on 
the  public  deposites,  and  vvho  favor,  as  the  means 
of  carrying  out  that  prohibition,  a system  oi  special 
deposites.  The  high  respect  I entertain  tor  the 
opinions  of  those  gentlemen  has  induced  me  to  con- 
sider their  suggestion,  with  more  than  ordinary  anx- 
iety to  come  to  the  same  conclusions;  but  after 
thorough  examination  and  reflection,  according  to 
the  best  lights  of  my  understanding,  I am  sa  isfied 
that  no  system  of  special  deposites,  however  spe- 
cious in  theory,  could  be  worked  out  in  practice, 
without  involving  consequences  which  they  them- 
selves, (or  at  least,  a large  majority  of  them,)  would 
piomptly  repudiate.  In  the  first  place,  it  is  demon 
strable,  1 humbly  conceive,  that  any  system  of 
special  deposites,  to  be  practically  and  efficient, 
must  lead  to  a collection  of  the  revenue,  directly  or 
indirectly,  in  specie;  and  this  they  oppose  as  ear- 
nestly as  1 do.  The  government  must  always  hold 
itself  ready  to  pay  its  creditors  in  the  lawful  cur- 
rency  of  the  counfry  if  demanded.  This  the  banks 
are  bound  to  do,  on  behalf  of  the  government,  un- 
der the  general  deposite  system.  But  if  you  adopt 
the  special  deposite  system  and  collect  the  revenue, 
at  the  same  time,  in  bank  notes,  the  banks  would 
he  bound  to  pay  out  to  the  public  c-editor  only  the 
identica t notes  deposited  with  them;  for  this  is  the 
fundamental  and  immutable  idea  of  a special  depo- 
site. How,  then,  would  such  a system  work?  The 
public  creditor  would  present  his  warrant  to  a depo- 
site bank — the  bank  would  oiler  him,  in  payment, 
first  this  note  and  then  that,  which  had  been  spe- 
cially deposited  with  it:  but  none  of  these  notes 
suiting  the  convenience  of  the  creditor,  and  the 
bank  being  bound  to  pay  no  other,  the  public 
claimant  would  go  unpaid,  and  the  engagements  of 


the  government  be  dishonored.  To  avoid  the  dan- 
ger of  such  a result,  the  government,  if  it  adopted 
a ‘system  of  special  deposites,  w ould  be  driven,  of 
necessity,  to  a collection  of  the  revenue  in  gold  and 
silver;  or,  otherwise  receiving  the  nates  of  specie- 
paying banks  pro  forma,  collect  the  specie  for  them 
from  the  banks  by  which  they  were  issued,  and 
place  that  specie  on  special  deposite.  But  where 
would  be  the  difference,  in  the  practical  effects  on 
the  banks  and  the  business  and  interests  of  the 
community  connected  with  them,  between  collect- 
ing the  revenue,  in  the  fiist  instance,  in  gold  and 
silver,  and  collecting  it  in  the  notes  of  specie-pay- 
ing banks,  to  be, converted  into  gold  and  silver  by 
demand  upon  the  banks?  The  honorable  senator 
from  New  York  (Mr.  Wright)  expressed  the  opin- 
ion, that  the  latter  mode  of  operation  would  be  the 
harshest;  and  when  it  is  considered  that  this  perio- 
dical convention  of  bank  notes  would  be  in  large 
masses,  and  attended,  consequently,  with  periodical 
ami  distressing  contractions  of  the  currency,  i cannot 
but  agree  with  him.  At  ail  events,  there  are  but 
these  two  modes  of  working  out  a special  deposite 
system  in  practice,  and  neither  the  one  nor  other, 
it  seems  to  ine,  can  be  made  acceptable  to  those 
who  oppose  the  sub-treasury  scheme,  on  account 
of  its  tendency  to  create  two  currencies  in  the 
country — gold  and  silver  for  the  government — paper 
for  the  people. 

There  are  subsidiary  objections  to  this  special  de- 
posite system,  which,  although  not  of  so  much 
weight  as  that  which  1 have  just  stated,  cannot  be 
overlooked  in  a just  arid  comprehensive  estimate  of 
it.  II'  you  adopt  it,  you  renounce,  at  once,  all 
means  of  engaging  the  interests  and  enlisting  the 
co-operation  of  the  banks  to  carry  out  any  of  those 
reforms  in  the  paper  currency,  which  have  hereto- 
fore been  so  favorite  an  object  of  the  policy  of  the 
country.  You  must  also  pay  them,  and  pay  them, 
too,  no  inconsiderable  sum  for  their  services  to  the 
government,  and  thus  abandon  one  of  the  strong 
grounds  (that  of  economy,)  on  which  bank  agency 
has  heretofore  been  preferred  to  individual  agency;, 
in  conducting  the  operations  of  the  treasury. 

But,  to  take  up  the  subject  in  a more  enlarged 
view,  is  there  any  valid  reason  why  banks  should 
not  be  permitted  to  discount,  to  a moderate  extent, 
on  average  balances  of  public  money  in  their  pos- 
session, as  well  as  on  individual  deposites?  Wher- 
ever banks  exist,  to  receive  deposites,  public  or  pri- 
vate, is  a regular  branch  of  their  business?  and  to 
discount  upon  the  average  balances  of  those  depo- 
sits, which  experience  shows  are  not  likely  lo  be 
drawn  out  by  the  depositors,  in  as  legitimate  amt 
acknowledged  an  operation  of  banking  as  to  dis- 
count upon  their  capitals.  Is  :t  not  lor  the  interest 
of  all  that  this  should  be  done — that  no  portion  of 
the  national  capital  should  be  annihilated  by  being 
locked  up  from  use,  but  that  Ihe  whole  should  he 
made  tributary,  in  some  way  or  other,  to  the  invi- 
goratiori  and  support  of  the  national  industry  ? No 
just  distinction  can  be  shown,  in  this  respect,  be- 
tween public  and  private  deposites.  Accoidingly, 
in  all  countries  where  banks  exist,  and  whore  the 
public  moneys  are  deposited  in  those  institutions, 
deposites  of  that  land  have  been  invariably  recog- 
nized, wit  bin  projier  limits,  as  a perfectly  legitimate 
source  of  discounts  and  accommodation  to  the 
community.  It  is  admitted  that  it  has  been  uni- 
formly the  case  in  this  country,  in  regard  to  the 
public  funds  both  of  the  general  government  and  of 
the  states,  from  the  adoption  of  the  constitution 
down  to  the  present  day.  What  new  light,  then, 
has  broken  in  upon  us,  that  we  are,  all  at  once, 
grown  so  much  wiser  than  our  fathers  ? In  Eng- 
land, the  practice  is,  and  has  been  invariably  the 
same;  and  hrre  I take  upon  me  to  confront  a state- 
ment which  I have  repeatedly  seen  irade  to  the  con- 
trary — to  wit,  that  the  balances  of  the  public  mo- 
ney’s in  the  hands  of  the  Bank  of  England  were  not 
discounted  upon,  but  were  regularly  arid  habitually 
applied  to  the  purchase  of  exchequer  bills,  on  be- 
half of  the  government.  The  fact  is  otherwise — the 
Bank  of  England  has  ihe  use  of  these  balances,  for 
banking  purposes;  amt  this  use  ol  them  is  so  well 
understood  and  avowed  that  in  some  instances, 
where  the  balances  have  risen  to  a very  great  amount, 
(as,  for  a series  of  years  alter  1806,  they  did  to  be- 
tween JJ11 ,000,000  and  .£  12, 'Xto, 000,  equal  to  near 
$80,000,000  of  our  money,)  the.  bank  has  been  re- 
quired to  pay  a special  compensation  to  the  govern- 
ment for  that  use.  But  the  ordinary  balances  of 
public  money  in  the  Bank  of  England  range  from 
4,000,000  to  5.000,000  pounds  sterling— about 
twenty  millions  of  dollars  of  our  money— the  use  of 
which  is  permitted  to  the  bank  without  any  compen- 
sation. In  like  manner,  the  balances  of  public  mo- 
ney in  France,  which  are  occasionally  transferred 
to  the  Bank  of  France,  are  permitted  to  be  used  as 
a source  of  extended  discounts,  and  I am  informed 
by  an  enlightened  correspondent  in  that  country, 
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were  actually  so  used  to  the  great  relief  of  industry 
and  trade,  during  the  late  commercial  crisis. 

Shall  a less  beneficent  U3e  be  made  of  the  public 
moneys,  not  called  for  by  the  necessities  of  the 
government,  in  this  republic  of  ours,  than  in  the 
monarchies  of  Europe?  Shall  we  alone,  of  all  the 
great  family  of  modern  civilized  communities,  re- 
vert to  the  barbarous  practice  of  hoarding  (and  that, 
too,  in  specie ) the  occasional  surpluses,  which,  from 
the  nature  of  our  revenue  system,  can  neither  be 
foreseen  nor  guarded  against?  A most  able  and  elo- 
quent liiend  in  the  other  house  (Mr.  Legare)  has 
justly  characterised  the  process  of  taxation  as  a spe- 
cies of  confiscation.  It  is  so,  sir.  Is  it  not  incum- 
bent upon  us,  then,  when  by  so  harsh  a process,  we 
have  undesignedly  levied  upon  the  people  more  than 
is  npcessary  for  the  wants  of  the  government,  to 
mitigate  the  exaction  as  much  as  possible  by  restor- 
ing the  overplus  to  their  use  through  the  channels 
of  business  and  commerce.  Why  should  the  go- 
vernment play  “the  dog  in  ihe  manger,  neither  using 
its  idle  hoards  itself,  nor  permitting  any  body  else 
to  use  them.  Eiforts  have  been  made  to  render  the 
practice  of  discounting  upon  the  public  deposites 
odious,  by  representing  it  as  a thing  for  the  benefit 
of  the  banks  alone.  But  is  it  so?  Does  not  every 
class  of  the  community  experience  the  benefit,  and 
none  more  so  than  the  great  agricultural  class,  the 
price  of  whose  products  depends  mainly  on  the  faci- 
lities of  sound  credit,  and  the  abundance  of  active 
capital  diffused  among  the  merchants — the  more 
immediate  customers  of  the  banks? 

It  has  been  sometimes  said,  also,  that  the  practice 
of  discounting  on  the  public  deposites  adds  to  the 
fluctuations  of  the  currency.  But  the  reverse  is 
demonstrably  true.  When  a large  amount  of  reve- 
nue is  collected  by  the  government,  and  is  neither 
disbursed  in  the  public  service,  nor  returned  to  the 
community  through  the  medium  of  discounts,  a sud- 
den and  distressing  contraction  of  the  currency  ne- 
cessarily ensues.  If,  however,  that  portion  of  the 
public  money,  not  required  for  the  public  service,  is 
permitted  to  be  used  in  the  way  of  discounts  for 
short  periods,  by  the  banks,  the  circulation,  through 
the  double  process  of  government  disbursements 
and  bank  issues,  is  maintained  at  an  uniform  level, 
without  sensible  contraction  or  expansion.  The 
banks  being  enabled  to  foresee  at  what  period  the 
funds  issued  by  them  will  be  required  for  occasions 
of  public  expenditure,  call  them  in  as  they  are 
wanted  for  disbursement — what  is  drawn  in  by  the 
hand  of  the  banks,  is  immediately  let  out  bv  the 
hand  of  tne  government — and  thus  the  current  of 
circulation  is  kept  steady  and  full. 

These  truths  have,  until  lately,  been  universally 
felt  and  acknowledged;  and  by  none  more  empha- 
tically, or  with  greater  weight  of  authority  than  the 
distinguished  individual  “in  whose  footsteps”  the 
present  administration  was  expected  to  tread.  It 
is,  doubtless,  recollected  by  the  senate,  that,  on  the 
occasion  of  the  removal  of  the  deposites  from  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  president  Jackson,  in 
the  able  and  memorable  paper  which  he  presented 
to  his  cabinet,  stated  that  the  funds  thus  removed 
were  not  to  be  “ annihilated  ” — that  they  “would 
be  again  issued  for  the  benefit  of  trade”  by  the  in- 
stitutions to  which  tliev  were  transferred.  This 
was,  then,  considered  a trait  of  liberal,  beneficent, 
and  statesmanlike  policy,  on  which  the  chief  magis- 
trate and  his  act  were  triumphantly  sustained  and 
vindicated  by  his  friends  before  the  people.  The 
same  distinguished  individual,  in  his  very  last  mes 
sage  to  congress,  declared  “ it  was  contrary  to  the 
genius  of  our  free  institutions  to  lock  up  in  vaults 
the  treasure  of  the  nation.”  Now,  the  highest  am- 
bition of  statesmanship  seems  to  be  to  contrive  these 
selfsame  “vaults,”  in  which  the  funds  of  the  nation 
are  to  be  sent  to  their  “long  repose,”  as  “dead 
mens’  bones;”  for  once  there,  all  that  remain,  be- 
yond the  wants  of  the  goverment,  are  to  be  buried, 
annihilated,  destroyed,  to  every  purpose  of  useful 
existence.  What  has  produced  these  sudden  and 
singular  revolutions  of  policy  and  doctrine  ? Is  it 
because  an  extraordinary  and  accidental  state  of 
things,  the  result  of  peculiar  and  anomalous  causes, 
has  involved  the  banks,  individuals,  and  the  govern- 
ment, in  temporary  embarrassment?  Then  I say 
nothing  is  more  unsafe  than  for  statesmen  to  found 
general  and  permanent  rules  of  policy  on  isolated 
and  exceptionable  .cases.  We  must  look  to  the  ha- 
bitual and  ordinary  course  of  human  alFairs,  collect 
from  them  the  average  results  of  experience  and  ob- 
servation, and  guide  our  action  by  those  results. 
Because  the  Commonwealth’s  Bank  of  Massachu- 
setts has  failed,  because  it  suits  the  purpose  even  of 
grave  senators  to  use  it  daily’’  as  a stalking-horse  on 
this  floor,  are  we  to  be  “ frighted  from  our  proprie- 
ty,” and,  therefore,  distrust  and  denounce  the  whole 
banking  system  of  the  country?  Are  we  to  take 
advantage  of  temporary  and  factitious  excitements, 
to  get  up  and  foster  a popular  prejudice  against 


banks  as  a fund  for  political  speculation,  at  the  ex-  | 
pause  of  all  the  “sober  realities  of  life”  and  the 
practical,  pervading,  home-bred,  interests  of  the 
country. 

As  1 said,  on  a former  occasion,  Mr.  President,  I 
stand  here  as  no  advocate  of  the  banks.  I have  not 
the  slightest  interest  in,  nor  connection  with,  them, 
direct  or  indirect,  present  or  prospective.  I am  as 
sensible  as  any  man  of  the  dangers  and  abuses  to 
which  they  are  liable,  and  I will  go,  hand  in  hand, 
with  any  man  in  devising  securities  against  the  one, 
and  applying  correctives  to  the  other.  But  as  a 
practical  legislator  and  patriot,  I am  bound  to  look 
to  the  actual  interests  of  society  ; and  in  that  view, 

I cannot  fail  to  see  that  any  violent  shock  given  to 
the  established  system  of  business  and  credit  in  the 
country  must  produce  a wide-spread  scene  of  con- 
fusion and  distress,  involving,  in  its  destructive  visi- 
tation, every  class  of  the  community. 

In  offering  the  measure  I have  submitted  to  the 
senate,  1 have  discharged  what  I consider  to  be  my 
duty  to  the  country.  That  country  is  now  in  a 
state  of  suffering  and  distress,  aggravated  by  deep 
anxieties  and  apprehensions  in  regard  to  the  future. 
The  measure  I propose  would,  I firmly  believe,  give 
relief  lor  the  present  and  hope  for  the  future.  It 
could  not  fail  to  restore  confidence,  and  in  doing 
that,  to  revive  the  languishing  energies  of  trade,  to 
quicken  the  labors  and  the  hopes  of  the  husband- 
man, the  manufacturer,  and  the  mechanic,  to  raise 
enterprise  again  upon  its  feet,  and  above  all,  to  put 
an  end  to  that  unnatural  and  suicidal  war,  which, 
for  the  last  eighteen  months,  has  grown  up  between 
the  government  of  Ihe  country,  and  its  business  and 
industry.  Di  presenting  such  a measure,  I cannot 
but  regret  that  I shall  be  deprived  of  the  support  of 
many  members  of  this  body  with  whom  I have  late- 
ly stood,  side  by  side,  in  upholding  and  defending 
the  principles  on  which  it  rests.  Mv  consolation, 
ho  a ever,  is  that  I stand,  now  where  T stood  then.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  measure  they  bring  forward  and 
patronize  is  one  which,  three  years  ago,  we  all 
united  in  opposing,  and  which  was  then  denounced, 
in  the  name  of  the  administration  and  its  friends,  as 
a “ dangerous  enlargement  of  executive  power,  arid 
putting  into  its  hands  the  means  of  corruption.” 
Tnis  measure  cannot  have  changed  its  character  bv 
mere  efflux  of  time;  and  thinking  of  it  now  as  I 
thought  of  it  then,  I still  oppose  it. 

In  taking  this  course,  I know  full  well,  Mr.  Pre- 
sident, I am  to  incur  the  anathemas  of  party.  But 
I can  never  forget  that  I have  a country  to  serve,  as 
well  as  a party  to  obey.  “ ’Tis  Rome  demands  our 
help;”  and  for  one  she  shall  have  mine,  according 
to  the  humble  measure  of  my  abilities  and  the  best 
lights  of  ray  understanding.  The  zealots  of  both 
parties  may  denounce  and  condemn  me,  as  they 
have  heretofore  denounced  and  condemned  me;  but 
sustained  by  the  consciousness  of  upright  intentions 
and  a faithful  devotion  to  the  interests  of  my  coun- 
try, I shall  hold  my  course  unfaltering;  and  even 
with  the  terror  before  my  eyes  of  sinking  into  that 
small  minority  of  which  the  honorable  senator  from 
New  York,  (Mr.  Wright,)  so  charitably  warned 
us,  I shall  yet,  animated  by  sense  of  duty,  “ find  in 
my  soul  one  drop  of  patience.” 

TWENTY-FIFTH  CONGRESS. 

SECOND  SESSION — SENATE. 

March  0.  After  several  petitions  had  been  pre- 
sented and  referred  and  a number  of  reports  made, 

The  senate  held  a short  executive  session. 

The  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Wright,  calling 
for  information  with  a view  to  equalize  the  com- 
pensation of  clerks  in  the  departments,  was  taken 
up.  and  agreed  to. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  revolu- 
tionary and  other  pensioners  for  the  year  1S3S 
was  considered,  ordered  to  be  engrosed,  and  by 
consent,  read  a third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tipton , the  committee  on  the 
public  lands  were  instructed  to  allow  the  state  of 
Indiana  to  re-locate  certain  lands  for  the  purposes 
of  internal  improvement. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  to  amend  the 
judiciary  system  of  the  United  States  was  taken 
up,  farther  considered,  and  again  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  White,  the  senate  reconsidered 
the  vote  adopting  the  resolution  offered  by  Mr. 
Niles,  calling  for  information  relative  to  the  con- 
duct ol  the  Metropolis  bank  of  this  district  as  a fis- 
cal agent. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tnllmadge,  this  resolution  was 
modified  so  as  to  make  the  enquiries  still  more 
particular  and  complete,  and  it  was  then  readopled. 

Mr.  Rives  presented  the  proceedings  of  a meet- 
ing in  Virginia  relative  to  the  late  duel.  Laid  on 
the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  sub- 
treasury bill. 


I Mr.  Bayard  concluded  his  remarks  in  opposition 
to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Morris  spoke  on  the  subject  generally,  being 
opposed  to  the  bill  in  its  present  form,  but  in  favor 
of  it  with  certain  modifications. 

On  motion  of  Mr  Calhoun,  who  expressed  his 
desire  to  speak  to-morrow, 

The  senate  adjourned. 

March  10.  The  following  petitions,  &c.  were, 
presented,  and  referred. 

By  Mr.  McKean-.  A memorial  from  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  Girard  estate  on  behall  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  setting  forth  “that  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, under  the  will  of  the  late  Stephen  Girard, 
is  the  owner  of  a large  tract  of  land  in  the  state  of 
Louisiana,  held  under  a Spanish  grant,”  and  praj’- 
ing  congress.to  pass  an  act  authorizing  the  ascer- 
tainment of  the  \ alidity  of  the  title  as  against  the 
United  States,  by  proceeding  in  such  court  as 
congress  may  select.  Referred  to  the  judiciary 
committee. 

By  Mr.  Buchanan : From  a citizen  of  Philadel- 
phia, on  the  subject  of  the  currency,  proposing  a 
plan  (or  a national  bank,  the  stock  to  be  owned  by 
the  different  States,  in  the  proportion  of  their  dele- 
gation in  the  house  of  representatives;  the  drafts  to 
be  endorsed  by  the  respective  states,  and  become 
the  currency  of  the  country;  the  capital  at  first  to 
be  $70, 000, 000,  afterwards  to  be  increased  to 
$150,000,000,  and  then  to  increase  at  the  rate  of 
two  per  cent,  per  annum.  Mr.  B.  said  the  plan 
was  ingenious,  though  he  was  not  convinced  of 
its  expediency.  Ordered  to  be  printed. 

A number  of  private  bills  were  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a third  reading. 

Mr.  Davis,  on  leave,  introduced  a bill  authoriz- 
ing the  purchase,  by  the  United  States,  of  a piece 
of  land  within  the  limits  of  the  navy  yard,  at 
Charlestown,  Massachusetts.  Read  twice  and  re- 
ferred. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  sub- 
treasury  bill. 

Mr.  Calhoun  rose  and  spoke  nearly  two  houra  in 
reply  to  the  speech  of  Mr.  Clay,  delivered  on  the 
19th  ult.— chiefly  in  defence  of  his  ow  n political 
course  and  consistency,  and  incidentally  on  the 
character  and  merits  of  the  questions  on  which  he 
had  been  called  upon  to  act  during  his  public  ca- 
reer. 

Mr.  Clay  rejoined  at  considerable  length  in  sup- 
port of  the  positions  taken,  and  the  opinions  ex- 
pressed by  him  in  the  speech  referred  to,  in  regard 
to  Mr.  Calhoun’s  political  course. 

Mr.  Preston  made  some  remarks,  in  reply  to  Mr. 
Clay,  on  the  subject  of  nullification,  and  in  defence 
of  tiie  course  of  South  Carolina  in  that  regard. 

Mr.  Clay  and  Mr.  Calhoun  continued  the  debate 
in  alternate  reply  and  rejoinder  until  half  past  5 
o’clock;  when,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Webster, 

The  senate  adjourned. 

March  12.  A message  was  received  from  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  through  Mr.  A.  Van 
Bureri,  his  private  secretary. 

After  several  petitions,  &c.  had  been  presented, 

Mr.  Crittenden  rose,  he  said,  to  present  to  the 
senate  certain  resolutions  of  the  legislature  of  Ken- 
tucky, condemnatory  of  the  cou'rse  of  the  late  and 
present  administrations  in  relation  to  the  currency, 
and  especially  of  the  sub-treasury  bill,  and  he 
would  accompany  the  performance  of  this  duty, 
with  a few  remarks. 

These  resolutions,  said  Mr.  C.  express  the  opin- 
ions of  the  state  of  Kentucky  on  the  course  of 
measures  pursued  for  several  years  past  by  the 
general  government,  on  the  present  derangement 
of  the  currency  and  distresses  of  the  country,  and 
they  take  particular  notice  of  the  great  measure 
now  before  congress  and  the  public,  called  the 
sub-treasury  system,  and  against  this  they  express 
their  decided  opposition,  and  the  decided  and  ear- 
nest desire  of  that  state  to  prevent  its  passage.  I 
have  been  indulged  by  the  senate  with  an  oppor- 
tunity on  a former  occasion  to  express  my  senti- 
ihents  on  this  subject,  and  I shall  not  now  repeat 
them;  but  on  this  occasion  it  becomes  me  to  ex- 
press, what  I do  with  the  utmost  cordiality,  my 
entile  sympathy  and  accordance  with  Ihe  senti- 
ments here  expressed,  one  anil  all,  of  the  state 
which  I in  part  represent,  and  with  them  I would 
prevent  the  passage  of  this  measure  as  one  riot  only 
injurious  and  dangerous  to  the  institutions  of  the 
country,  but  deeply  dangerous  to  the  spirit  of  li- 
berty. 

Mr.  President,  if  we  look  at  the  intrinsic  merit 
or  demerit  of  this  measure,  it  resolves  itself  into 
•elements  of  high  and  momentous  import.  But  if 
the  intrinsic  propriety  of  it  is  questionable  in  itself, 

I beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  senate  to  a 
principle  involved  in  carrying  forward  this  meas- 
ure; and  it  is  the  principle  of  that  sort  of  defer- 
ence which  we  owe  to  the  public  will,  and  which 
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lies  at  the  foundation  of  all  our  institutions.  By 
this  I do  not  mean  every  accidental  flash  and  flour- 
ish of  the  public  mind,  but  I mean  its  deliberate 
judgment  and  opinion,  brought  to  bear  oh  the  con- 
duct and  opinions  of  the  public  servants  ; and  I beg 
the  senate  to  give  their  attention  to  this  state  of 
the  case  ; and  I ask  every  fair  and  candid  man, 
have  not  the  people  signified  that  the  law  and  con- 
stitution of  the  country  are  invaded  ? The  subject 
of  this  measure  has  long  engaged  the  public  dis- 
cussion, feeling,  and  judgment,  and  has  long  ex- 
cluded from  the  public  contemplation  almost  every 
thing  else,  as  unworthy  of  their  regard.  What  has 
been  the  result  of  this  inquiry,  and  what  the  ver- 
dict of  this  great  nation  on  this  great  question  ? 
Was  there  ever  a decision  more  decided  on  any 
question  in  the  history  of  this  government  ? And 
in  this  estimate  I do  not  take  into  the  account  the 
expressed  opinions  of  private  assemblies,  the  pri- 
vate remonstrances  against  this  measure  presented 
to  tins  body,  noteventhe  voluminous  protest  against 
it  from  nearly  9,000  legal  voters  of  New  York 
city  ; but  I speak  of  the  solemn  acts  of  the  legisla- 
tive assemblies  of  whole  states  ; and  I ask  those 
who  profess  a deference  for  the  public  will,  how 
they  can  neglect  this  loud,  solemn,  and  imperative 
voice  of  remonstrance? 

What  are  the  states  that  have  felt  it  their  duty, 
by  the  emergency  of  this  great  question,  to  pro- 
nounce the  decision  of  their  respective  people 
against  this  measure?  Here,  first  in  wealth,  re- 
sources, and  population,  comes  the  great  state  ot 
New  York;  she  is  against  it.  Pennsylvania,  slow, 
majestic,  and  considerate,  in  announcing  her  opin- 
ions, is  also  advancing  to  the  rescue  or  the  country 
from  this  measure.  And  here  is  little  Rhode  Island, 
with  ail  her  business,  talents,  and  sagacity.  New 
Jersey,  Ohio,  and  Tennessee,  have  also  come  for- 
ward ; and  now  I see  in  this  bright  array  the  state 
of  Kentucky.  Are  all  these  to  be  neglected?  Are 
they  entitled  to  no  deference  in  this  strong  expres- 
sion of  their  opinions,  even  when  they  speak  in 
the  national  councils  ? How  stands  the  case  in  the 
other  house?  There  121  representatives  have  been 
instructed  by  their  respective  legislatures  to  vote 
against  this  measure,  composing  nearly  one-half  of 
the  whole  house.  And  let  me  call  your  attention  to 
those  states  th-at  have  not  sent  such  instructions, 
but  which,  from  their  known  sentiments,  undoubt- 
edly concur  in  those  instructions.  Heie  is  Mary- 
land, in  our  immediate  neighborhood  ; and  what 
are  her  sentiments  ? They  are  against  the  mea- 
sure, and  every  one  knows  it ; and  it  they  have  not 
been  expressed,  it  is  simply  because  she  supposes 
that  all  the  world  knows  them  already.  She  is  on 
the  side  of  ttie  protestants.  And  Indiana,  let  her 
two  senators  speak  for  tier;  one  of  whom  is  a 
friend  of  the  administration  and  is  yet  against  this 
measure.  She,  too,  is  among  the  protestants.  Old 
Massachusetts,  she  also  is  here,  and  speaks  in  a 
voice  that  needs  no  aid  of  mine.  Vermont  is  in 
the  same  ranks,  and  little  Delaware,  not  least  in 
talent  and  intelligence.  Add  these  to  the  states 
that  have  actually  protested  against  this  measure, 
and  it  makes  154  representatives  in  the  other 
house,  being  a majority  of  GO  in  the  whole. 

Here,  sir,  is  no  argument.  These  are  facts  worth 
a thousand  arguments.  And  supposing  this  meas- 
ure were  intrinsically  ever  so  wise,  can  it  be  right 
to  force  it  on  an  unwilling  people  ? Are  we  to  do 
the  people  good  against  their  will  ? It  is  the  tyrant’s 
example.  All  usurpations  of  power  have  ever 
bien  made  and  exercised  under  the  pretence  of 
doing  good  against  the  common  will  and  tile  com- 
mon judgment.  But  it  is  a sentiment  utterly  ab- 
horrent to  the  genius  of  this  government. 

And,  now,  what  have  you  to  oppose  to  this  mass 
of  evidence,  that  this  measure  is  contrary  to  the 
will  and  judgment  of  tlie  people?  Where  are  the 
states  that  are  in  favor  of  it?  On  that  side  is  a 
powerful  administration,  with  a long  career  of 
power  before  it ; and  this  administration  is  staked 
on  tins  measure  as  the  very  point  on  which  its  ex- 
istence is  turned.  To  be  or  riot  to  be,  is  the  ques- 
tion which  it  has  involved  in  the  success  or  failure 
of  this  measure.  It  has  exerted  its  power  and  in- 
fluence to  bring  over  the  country;  and  after  ail 
what  states  are  in  favor  of  it  ? It  lias  been  said 
that  kings  seldom  woo  in  vain;  and  this  may  be 
said  of  our  presidents. 

This  occasion  called  forth  the  exercise  of  court- 
ing and  wooing,  and  yet  what  lias  been  the  result? 
South  Carolina  is  the  only  state  that  has  come  for- 
ward to  express  her  opinion  iu  favor  of  the  meas- 
ure. Attempts  have  been  made  in  other  states, 
but  nowhere  else  have  resolutions  of  approbation 
been  carried.  Here  and  there  an  officeholder  takes 
his  cap  in  his  hand  and  huzzas  for  the  sub-treasury ; 
b it  is  this  any  evidence  of  the  public  will  and  judg- 
ment in  its  favor? 

We  have  all  this  evidence,  not  from  excited  pub- 


lic meetings,  but  from  legislative  bodies,  speaking 
in  deliberate  and  solemn  council.  And  yet  you 
are  going  on  recklessly  to  force  this  measure  upon 
the  country.  Sir,  you  liavo  no  right  so  to  force  it; 
the  nation  claims  ilie  right  of  judgment,  and  un- 
less we  have  the  right  to  act  against  the  known 
will  of  tlie  people,  we  have  no  l ight  to  force  even 
a good  measure  upon  them. 

Do  you  indulge  tlie  idle  hope  that  the  people 
will  acquiesce  in  this  measure  matured  and  carried 
into  effect,  to  which  in  its  incipiency  they  mani- 
fest so  great  aversion?  No,  sir,  no,  sir.  If  tlie  hills 
and  valleys  of  the  country  are  already  reverber- 
ating with  the  voice  of  remonstrance  and  opposi- 
tion, pass  this  bill,  and  it  is  no  longer  a question  of 
relief  and  expediency,  but  a question  of  liberty. 
This  measure  will  be  regarded  as  an  insult  added 
to  the  ruin  of  their  business,  the  derangement  of 
the  currency,  and  the  infliction  of  great  and  gen- 
eral distress  ; and,  under  such  an  insult,  they  will 
never  be  silent. 

Sir,  you  already  know  my  judgment  and  opinion 
of  this  measure  as  injurious  and  dangerous  to  the 
public  prosperity  and  the  public  liberty.  But,  as 
passed  also  in  opposition  to  tile  public  will,  it  rises 
far  higher  in  its  malign  aspect,  and  involves  a prin- 
ciple deep  and  momentous,  on  which  the  govern- 
ment its1:  If  is  founded.  You  are  disregarding  thus 
the  public  voice,  strong  and  decided,  though  the 
influence  and  patronage  of  the  government  are 
operating  every  where  against  it,  being  able  to  ob- 
tain but  the  voice  of  one  state  in  its  favor,  while 
there  is  a majority  of  66  against  it  in  the  represen- 
tation of  the  other  house. 

The  resolutions  were  read,  laid  on  tlie  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lyon,  a call  was  made  on  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  for  information  as  to  pre- 
sent circumstances,,  and  the  course  proper  to  be 
pursued  in  relation  to  public  lands  in  the  soutl)  of 
Wisconsin  and  tlie  north  of  Illinois. 

A number  of  bills  were  reported,  and  ordered  to 
a second  reading. 

Mr.  King  reported  from  committee,  without 
amendment,  tlie  bill  authorzing  tonnage  duty  on 
vessels  entering  Baltimore  harbor  through  the  ice  ; 
which  was  considered,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a third  reading. 

Tiie  following  bills  were  read  a third  time,  and 
passed  : 

For  the  relief  of  B.  H.  Maher,  of  Jas  Baker,  of 
II.  Peebles  and  J.  Graham,  of  Isaac  Bronson,  of 
the  heirs  of  Win.  Jones,  of  the  heirs  of  T.  Carter, 
of  I.  Shubrick,  for  establishing  an  additional  land 
district  in  Alabama,  for  the  relief  of  tlie  securities 
of  Archibald  Sneed,  for  tlie  relief  of  tlie  legal  rep- 
resentatives of  John  Brooks,  for  the  relief  of  Wal- 
ter Loomis  and  Abel  Gale. 

Sub-Treasury  Scheme. 

Tiie  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  sub- 
treasury  bill. 

Mr.  Webster  spoke  at  large  in  opposition  to  tin's 
measure,  as  a novelty  in  legislation  and  in  prac- 
tice; in  vindication  of  tlie  credit  system,  as  tlie 
great  source  of  equal  and  individual  wealth  ami 
general  prosperity  ; on  the  advantage  and  necessity 
of  a sound  currency  ; and  the  constitutional  duty  ol 
the  government  to  furnish  and  regulate  such  a 
currency  ; on  the  tendency  and  necessary  effects  of 
tlie  pending  measure,  and  added  mud)  to  his  former 
argument,  affirming  tlie  power  of  congress  to  regu- 
late tiie  currency,  especially  as  connected  with 
their  power  over  commerce  and  tlie  intercourse  be- 
tween the  states.  Mr.  W.  had  spoken  four  hours, 
without  completing  his  argument — the  greatest,  it 
is  believed,  he  has  ever,  on  any  occasion,  deliv- 
ered— when  lie  yielded  the  floor  for  a motion  for 
adjournment,  and  ttie  senate  adjourned. 

March  13.  Ai'ter  a number  of  petitions  had  been 
presented  and  referred,  and  several  bills  had  been 
ordered  to  a second  reading,  tiie  following,  among 
other  bills,  was  introduced  on  leave. 

By  Mr.  Trotter:  Supplementary  to  the  various 
acts  relating  to  tlie  appointment  of  commissioners 
for  the  adjustment  of  claims  under  the  treaty  of 
1830  with  the  Choctaw  Indians.  [Explained  by 
Messrs.  Trotter,  Linn,  and  Grundy.] 

The  bills  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  Daniel  Duvall,  authorizing  tonnage  duty  on 
vessels  entering  the  port  of  Baltimore  through  the 
ice,  were  severally  read  a third  time,  and  passed. 

A number  of  bills,  which  will  be  noticed  on  their 
final  passage,  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  a call  was 
.made  on  the  secretary  of  state  for  information  rela- 
' tive  to  the  number  of  suits  on  the  ducket,  and  va- 
i ious  other  matters  relating  to  the  circuit  and  dis- 
trict courts  of  the  United  States. 

The  senate  then  again  proceeded  to  the  consider- 
ation of  the  sub-treasury  bill. 


Air.  Webster  resumed  the  floor  and  addressed  the 
senate  about  two  hours  and  a half,  in  continuation 
and  conclusion  of  his  speech  against  the  bill — par- 
ticularly in  favor  of  the  constitutional  power  and 
duty  oi  congress  to  regulate  the  currency — in  reply 
to  Air.  Calhoun,  and  on  the  origin,  character,  and 
purposes  of  tlie  constitution. 

Mr.  Robbins  having  indicated  his  desire  to  speak 
on  (lie  subject, 

The  senate  adjourned,  after  an  executive  ses- 
sion. 

March  14.  A number  of  petitions  were  presented, 
after  which 

Mr.  Norvcll  offered  a resolution,  which  lies  over 
one  day,  declaring  it  as  the  sense  of  the  senate  that 
no  one  concerned  in  a dtieJ  ought  afterwards  to  be 
appointed  to  any  public  office  under  the  United 
States. 

The  following  bills  were  read  a third  time  and 
passed: 

To  repeal  certain  provisions  of  the  tariff  act  of 
1832;  to  authorise  Charles  Day,  and  James  R. 
Butts  to  import,  duty  free,  materials  for  two  iron 
steamboats;  for  tlie  relief  of.  the  sureties  of  James 
Manning. 

The  vote  ordering  to  a third  reading  the  bill  mak- 
ing appropriations  for  the  construction  of  certain 
roads  in  Wisconsin  was  reconsidered;  tile  bill  was 
discussed  by  Messrs.  Lyon,  King,  Linn , Davis,  Tip- 
ton,  Hubbard,  Walker,  and  Sevier,  chiefly  on  the 
ground  that  some  of  the  routes  had  not  been  duly 
examined;  amended,  verbally,  and  informally  pass- 
ed over  at  tlie  request  of  Mr.  Buchanan. 

Mr.  Morris,  on  leave  introduced  a bill  to  divide 
the  territory  of  Wisconsin, and  to  establish  (lie  ter- 
ritory of  low  ay.  Read  twice  and  referred. 

Several  bills  from  tlie  house  were  read  twice  and 
referred. 

Tlie  senate  proceeded  to  the  farther  consideration 
of  the  sub-treasury  bill.  Air.  Robbins  spoke  about 
an  liourand  a half  in  opposilion  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Renton  followed  in  favor  of  tlie  bill,  in  oppo- 
sition to  all  banks  and  banking,  and  in  vindication 
of  the  present  prosperous  condition  of  tlie  country. 
Before  he  had  concluded,  lie  gave  way  to  a mo- 
tion to  adjourn,  and 

The  senate  adjourned. 

March  15.  The  Vice  President  presented  a com- 
munication from  tlie  secretary  of  tlie  treasury,  in 
pursuance  of  a senate  resolution  of  the  9lli  inst. 
with  copies  of  the  correspondence,  &e.  relating  to 
the  Aletropoiis  bank  of  this  city  as  a fiscal  agent 
of  the  government.  Laid  on  the  table. 

The  following  petitions,  Sec.  were  presented: 

By  Mr.  Buchanan:  tlie  proceedings  of  a meeting 
in  Philadelphia,  in  favor  of  the  sub-treasury  bill. 
Read,  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

[Air.  Buchanan,  in  presenting  these  proceed- 
ings, said  he  had  but  a single  remaik  to  make,  and 
that  was,  that  from  all  the  accounts  which  lie  had 
received  this  had  been  an  immense  meeting;  and, 
although  a small,  but  highly  respectable,  minority 
of  the  democratic  parly  of  the  city  and  couniy  of 
Philadelphia  were  opposed  to  the  independent  trea- 
sury bill,  yet  he  felt  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  a 
very  large  majority  of  that  party  were  decidedly 
friendly  to  tlie  measure.] 

By  Mr.  Tipton:  from  a number  of  citizens  of 
Brooklyn,  New  York,  against  tlie  sub-treasury,  and 
in  favor  of  a sound  and  uniform  currency  and  a na- 
tional bank.  Laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

A message  was  received  from  tlie  house  of  re- 
presentatives, through  Air.  Franklin,  their  clerk, 
announcing  Ilie  deatli  of  tiie  honorable  Timothy 
Jarvis  Carter,  a member  of  that  body, and  informing 
the  senate  that  the  house  would  attend  bis  funeral 
in  the  representatives’  hall,  at  12  o’clock  on  Satur- 
day next.  Whereupon 

Mr.  Rvggles  rose,  and  addressed  the  senate  as 
follows: 

Air.  President:  The  message  from  the  house  of 
representatives  just  read, communicating  tlie  melan- 
choly intelligence  of  the  death  of  the  lion.  Timothy 
J.  Carter,  a representative  from  the  state  of  Alaine, 
imposes  on  ine  tiie  duty — which  I cannot  perform 
without  tlie  deepest  emotion— of  moving  tlie  cus- 
tomary resolutions  of  respect  for  tiie  memory  of 
the  deceased.  He  died  last  evening,  at  tlie  hour  of 
ten,  at  I'is  lodgings  in  this  city,  after  much  severe, 
but  patient  suffering,  at  peace  with  all,  at  variance 
with  none. 

I know,  that  occasions  of  this  kind  have  usually 
been  improved  to  pronounce  eulogies  on  the  char- 
acter of  deceased  members;  but  the  painful  emo- 
tions which  have  been  awakened  by  tlie  last  sad 
adieu  of  an  esteemed  friend  and  colleague,  but 
poorly  qualify  me  to  speak  at  this  time,  and  in  this 
place,  of  his  manly  virtues,  his  purity  of  heart,  the 
engaging  mildness  of  his  disposition,  the  unusual 
excellence  of  the  character  he  maintained  in  all  his 
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domestic  and  social  relations.  It  is  but  to  say, 
what  all  who  knew  him,  as  I have  known  him, 
would  say,  that  his  whole  life  afforded  constant  ex- 
emplification of  the  strictest  moral  rectitude,  in  the 
upright, faithful,  conscientious  peribrman.ee  of every 
duty  connected  with  his  station  in  society. 

Though  yet  scarcely  past  the  morning  of  life, 
he  had  received  many  gratifying  proofs  of  the  esti- 
mation in  which  his  talents  and  probity  were  held 
by  the  people  and  the  councils  of  his  state. 

As  a representative,  he  has  been  devotedly  faith- 
ful to  his  trust,  and  fully  justified  the  confidence  re- 
posed in  his  virtue  and  patriotism.  He  sought  not 
high  political  distinction.  He  was  unambitious  ot 
renown;  but  guided  his  footsteps  by  that  cairn  and 
steady  light  which  shines  all  along  the  pathway  of 
duty  and  usefulness. 

lie  inherited  his  virtues  from  a highly  respecta- 
ble parentage,  and  has  left  a wide  circle  of  attach- 
ed relatives  and  lirends  to  mourn  his  exit;  three  of 
whom,  under  the  ready  impulses  of  fraternal  affec- 
tion, obeved  the  earliest  summons  to  his  sick  bed. 
Alas!  it  was  but  to  witness,  with  poignant  grief,  the 
closing  scene  in  the  brief  drama  of  human  exis- 
tence. 

He  was  a husband  and  a father.  But  how  can  I 
presume  here  to  speak  of  the  agonized  feelings  of 
her,  who,  while  she  caught  his  latest  sigh,  felt  that, 
as  in  life,  so  almost  also  in  death,  his  destinies  were 
her  own! 

With  the  deceased  life’s  fleeting  shadow  has  pass- 
ed by,  and  eternity  has  opened  its  broad  portals. 
Nothing  now  remains  but  the  tears  of  relatives,  the 
regrets  and  sympathies  of  friends,  and  the  moral  in- 
fluence of  his  example  for  all. 

The  senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ruggles,  resolved 
unanimously  to  wear  crape  thirty  days  in  testimo- 
ny of  their  respect  for  the  deceased,  and  to  at- 
tend his  funeral  at  the  time  and  place  appointed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hubbard,  it  was  resolved  that, 
when  the  senate  adjourn,  they  adjourn  to  meet  on 
Saturday  next. 

The  seriate  then  adjourn  d. 

HOUSE  OF  KEPKESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  March  8.  Mr.  Briggs  moved  to  sus- 
pend the  rules  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  him  to 
offer  an  amendment  to  rule  63,  which  provides  that 
“no  appropriation  shall  be  reported  in  the  general 
appropi  iatiou  bills,  or  be  in  order  as  an  amendment 
thereto  lor  any  expenditure  not  previously  author- 
ized by  law;”  which  said  amendment  is  as  follows: 
“unless  in  continuation  of  appropriations  for  such 
public  works  and  objects  as  are  already  in  progress, 
and  for  the  usual  contingencies  for  carrying  on  the 
several  departments  of  the  government.”  The 
motion  to  suspend  was  lost. 

A number  of  reports  were  made,  after  which,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Mercer,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  public 
buildings  be  instructed  to  ascertain  the  practica- 
bility and  cost  of  providing  within  the  capitol  a 
suitable  hall  for  the  accomodation  of  the  house  of 
representatives;  and  if  such  a hall  cannot  be  ob- 
tained, to  suggest  such  alterations  of  the  present 
hall  as  they  may  deem  expedient  for  the  transac- 
tion of  the  public  business. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  transmitting  a report 
in  obedience  to  a resolution  of  the  House  of  the  5th 
instant,  calling  for  information  relative  to  the  agents 
appointed  for  the  payment  of  pensions. 

The  hour  being  announced  for  taking  up  the  or- 
ders of  the  day — 

Mr.  Fairfield,  of  Maine,  rose,  arid  asked  if  the 
executive  message  with  regard  to  the  northeastern 
boundary  were  not  first  in  order? 

Mr.  Cambreleng  rose  at  nearly  the  same  moment, 
and  was  about  to  move  the  postponement  of  this 
subject,  when  Mr.  Fairfield  claimed  the  floor;  which 
being  awarded  him  by  the  chair,  he  proceeded  to 
reply  to  so  much  of  the  argument  of  Mr.  Evans  as 
animadverted  upon  the  conduct  of  the  late  and 
present  administrations  with  regard  to  the  north- 
eastern boundary,  but  slill  sustaining  the  main 
ground  of  Mr.  E’s  argument  as  to  the  interests  of 
Maine  in  the  matter.  [Both  these  speeches  will, 
in  due  time,  be  laid  before  our  readers.]  He  was 
in  favor  of  the  bill  proposed  by  Mr.  Evans,  and 
hoped  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs  would  be 
instructed  to  report  it.  Mr.  Cambreleng  demanded 
the  previous  question.  The  Chair  decided  that  the 
main  question  would  be  on  the  engrossment  and 
third  reading  of 'the  bill  itself'.  Mr.  Cambreleng 
then  modified  his  motion,  and  moved  to  postpone 
the  whole  subject  till  the  Sth  day  of  April.  'Mr. 
Evans  and  Mr.  Lincoln  rose  simultaneously,  and 
requested  Mr.  Cambreleng  to  withdraw  this  propo- 
sition, in  order  to  enable  them  to  make  some  obser- 
vations upon  the  pending  proposition.  Mr.  Cam- 
breleng could  not  consent  to  do  so.  Mr.  Evans 


suggested  that  if  the  object  was  to  put  off  this  sub- ; 
ject  for  the  session,  without  any  definite  action  up-  , 
on  the  question,  it  would  he  as  well  for  the  gentle-  I 
man  from  New  York  (Mr.  Cambreleng)  so  to  ar- 
range his  plans,  as  not  to  permit  the  people  of” 
Maine  to  know  them.  Mr.  Cambreleng  placed  the 
reasons  of  his  motion  upon  the  ground  of  the  ne- 
cessity of  passing  the  appropriation  bills  promptly. 
If  there  was  any  mode  by  which  the  bill  could  be 
committed  to  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs,  he 
would  withdraw  his  motion,  in  order  to  permitsuch 
a disposition  of  it. 

The  Chair  said,  that  if,  by  general  consent,  the' 
bill  should  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  foreign 
affairs,  the  main  question  would  then  be  upon  the 
commitment  of  the  president’s  message  on  the  sub- 
ject under  discussion. 

There  being  no  objection  to  the  reference  of  the 
bill,  it  was  so  referred. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  then  demanded  the  previous 
question  on  the  commitment  of  the  executive  mes- 
sage. 

The  vote  on  receiving  the  previnus  question 
stood  45  ayes  to  56  nor-s — no  quorum;  and,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Cambreleng  the  house  adjourned. 

Friday,  March  9.  After  a number  of  reports  had 
been  received, 

Mr.  Briggs  asked  leave  to  move  that  the  house 
now  take  up  the  amendment  moved  by  him  to  the 
63d  rule  of  the  house,  (concerning  appropriation 
bills;)  objection  being  made,  he  moved  a suspen- 
sion of  the  rules,  that  his  motion  might  be  received, 
but  the  house  refused  to  suspend. 

Mr.  Chambers,  of  Kentucky,  once  more  asked 
leave  to  offer  his  resolution  changing  the  hour  of 
meeting,  but  it  was  objected  to  ; and  he  then  moved 
to  suspend  the  rules,  and  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays,  which  were  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  stood 
as  follows : yeas  59,  nays  95. 

Mr.  Howard  moved  that  the  house  now  proceed 
to  considerthe  report  ofthe  committee  ofconlerence 
on  the  disagreeing  vote  of  the  two  houses  respect- 
ing the  amendment  to  the  neutrality  bill,  which 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  H.  then  stated  and  explained  the  compro- 
mise which  had  taken  place  in  the  committee  of 
conference,  and  the  result  to  which  they  had  ar- 
rived. A debate  then  arose,  in  which  Messrs.  How- 
ard. Fillmore,  Cushing,  Haynes,  Tillinghast,  .Edams, 
Halsey,  and  Corwin  participated,  when  Mr.  McKini 
moved  the  previous  question. 

The  motion  was  seconded  by  the  house  : ayes  73, 
noes  44. 

The  previous  question  was  then  put,  and  carried ; 
and  the  main  question,  viz.  on  agreeing  to  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  of  conference,  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : yeas 
10-5,  nays  51.  So  the  house  concurred  with  the 
committee  iri  their  report. 

The  Chair  thereupon  announced  that,  the  house 
having  received  official  intimation  that  the  senate 
had  previously  concurred  in  the  same  report,  the 
bill  was  passed. 

The  house  then  passed  to  the  order  of  the  clay, 
which  was  the  consideration  of  private  bills;  and 
the  question  being  on  a motion  of  Mr.  W.  Thomp- 
son to  reconsider  the  vote  in  favor  of  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  heirs  ofthe  late  Robert  Fulton. 

Mr.  Thompson  stated  at  large  the  reasons  of  his 
motion,  and  the  former  debate  on  the  Fulton  bill 
was  renewed  with  equal  earnestness  as  when  that 
bill  was  before  the  house  previously  to  its  passage. 
The  motion  for  reconsideration  was  strenuously  re- 
sisted, and  the  merits  of  Fulton  pressed  and  eulo- 
gized by  Messrs.  McClelland.  Whittlesey,  of  Conn, 
and  Chambers.  The  reconsideration  of  the  bill  was 
advocated  with  equal  spirit  by  Messrs.  Randolph 
and  Craig.  Mr.  Duncan,  having  obtained  the  floor, 
signified  his  desire  to  address  the  house,  but  wish- 
ing another  occasion  to  be  afforded  him  for  that 
purpose,  moved  an  adjournment.  This  motion  pre- 
vailed : ayes  79,  noes  64. 

So  the  house  adjourned,  without  taking  the  ques- 
tion. 

Saturday,  March  10.  Among  the  reports  made 
this  morning  was  one  by  Mr.  Thomas  from  the  com- 
mittee on  tiie  judiciary,  the  bill  from  the  senate  to 
change  the  times  of  holding  the  circuit  courts  of 
the  United  States  in  the  ninth  circuit,  with  an 
amendment  thereto. 

The  said  amendment  was  concurred  in,  and  the 
bill  read  a third  time,  and  passed. 

The  modified  resolution  of  Mr.  Johnson,  from 
Maryland,  which  was  the  unfinished  business  of 
the  morning  hour,  being  in  order,  and  Mr.  John- 
son being  absent,. 

Mr.  Whittlesey,  of  Ohio,  moved  that  it  be  post- 
poned till  Monday;  which  motion  prevailed,  nem. 
dis. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Garland,  of  Virginia,  the  house 
went  into  committee  ofthe  whole,  (Mr.  McKay  in 


the  chair,)  and  took  up  the  bill  of  the  house  “to 
restore  circuit  jurisdiction  to  the  district  courts  of 
the  western  district  of  Virginia.” 

Mr.  Beirnc  moved  to  strike  out  the  first  section 
ofthe  bill,  on  the  ground  that  tins  was  a proposition 
to  repeal  a portion  of  an  act  passed  last  March,  en- 
titled “ an  act  to  amend  the  judicial  system  of  the 
United  States,”  and  that  the  people  of  that  section 
of  the  state  of  Virginia  had  not  desired  such  a re- 
peal. 

Mr.  Garland  supported  the  bill  upon  precisely 
the  opposite  ground,  and  appealed  to  the  delega- 
tion from  western  Virginia  to  suslain  him  in  the 
position  he  assumed. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Virginia,  sustained  the  bill,  and 
argued  the  necessity  ofthe  proposed  change,  as  did 
Mr.  Craig,  and  Mr.  Hopkins,  and  Mr.  Morgan,  and 
Mr.  Stuart,  ofthe  same  state. 

Mr.  Deirne  reiterated  the  opinion  that  the  people 
of  Virginia  were  not  in  favor  of  this  hill,  and,  in 
proof  of  this,  that  they  had  not  memorialized  con- 
gress upon  the  subject.  He  said  it  was  a move- 
ment of  a portion  of  the  bar  of  western  Virginia. 
He  insisted  upon  his  motion  to  strike  out  the  first 
section  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Craig  said  he  had  presented  memorials  upon 
this  subject,  and  showed  that  the  immediate  con- 
stituents of  the  gentleman  last  up  were  interested  to 
keep  the  courts  as  they  were,  while  in  this  particu- 
lar they  formed  an  exception  to  the  rest  of  western 
Virginia. 

Mr.  Garland,  said  that  he  had  also  presented  some 
memorials  upon  that  subject ; and  lie  and  others  of 
his  colleagues  demonstrated  the  errors  into  which 
Mr.  Beirne  had  fallen  in  relation  to  the  matter. 

Mr.  Hopkins  said  he  had  also  presented  memori- 
als from  his  constiluents  for  the  adoption  of  this 
measure,  and  dwelt  with  some  particularity  upon 
the  necessity  for  the  proposed  change.  There  had 
been  various  petitions  of  (lie  kind,  and  many  pri- 
vate letters,  urging  the  passage  ol  the  bill. 

The  question  being  propounded,  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Beirno,  lo  strike  out  the  first  section  of  the 
bill,  the  vote  stood — yeas  11,  nays  50. 

Mr.  Garland,  of  Virginia,  moved  that  the  com- 
mittee rise  and  report  that  (here  was  no  quorum  ; 
which  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  Cushman  moved  a call  of  the  house  ; which 
was  ordered,  and  the  clerk  proceeded  to  call  the 
roll.  And  after  the  absentees  had  been  called,  it 
was  found  that  123  answered  lo  their  names.  On 
motion,  the  house  then  adjourned  ai  half-past  one 
o’clock. 

Monday,  March  12.  Petitions,  &c.  upon  various 
subjects  were  presented  by  Messrs.  Meicer,  Hop- 
kins, and  Morgan,  of  Virginia;  McKim.  Thomas, 
Worthington,  and  Jenifer,  of  Maryland;  Milligan, 
of  Delaware;  M.  Morris,  Polts,  Davies,  Henry, 
McKennan,  Paynter,  Pluiner,  Potior,  Beatty, 
Wagoner,  Sergeant,  Ogle,  Toland,  Klingensmilli, 
Shorter,  and  Biddle,  of  Pennsylvania;  Halstfd, 
Randolph,  Aycrigg,  and  Yorke,  of  New  Jersey; 
Bronson,  Peck,  Clark,  Birdsall,  DeGraff,  Gallup, 
Russell,  Grant,  Sibley,  Hoffman,  Curtis,  Marvin, 
Fillmore,  Mitchell,  McClellan,  Parker,  Moore, 
Vanderveer,  Kemble,  Andrews,  Jones,  Pratt,  Titus, 
Loomis,  Brodhead,  Edwards,  Noble,  Palmer,  Spen- 
cer, Cambreleng,  and  Patterson,  of  New  York; 
Bond,  of  Ohio;  S.  W.  Morris,  of  Pennsylvania; 
Fletcher  and  Allen,  of  Vermont;  Haley,  Whittle- 
sey, and  Ingham,  of  Connecticut;  Cranston  and 
Tillingbast,  of  Rhode  Island;  Phillips,  Cushing, 
Briggs,  Reed,  Lincoln,  Calhoun,  Borden,  and 
Adams,  of  Massachusetts;  Cushman  and  Williams, 
of  New  Hampshire;  Fairfield,  Noyes,  Anderson, 
Evans,  and  Davee,  of  Maine. 

At  this  point,  Mr.  Whittlesey  moved  a call  of  the 
House,  (it  having  been  ascertained  that  no  quorum 
was  in  attendance.)  The  motion  prevailed. 

The  clerk  proceeded  to  call  the  house;  and  had 
proceeded  but  a short  way  upon  the  roll,  when,  on 
rnolion,  Ihe  call  was  suspended,  and  petitions  were 
then  presented  by  Messrs.  Mason,  Johnson,  and 
Taliaferro,  of  Virginia;  Montgomery,  of  North 
Carolina;  Griffin  and  Clowney,  of  South  Carolina; 
Southgate, of  Ketucky;  Stone,  Turney,  Polk,  Mau- 
ry, Shields,  and  C.  H.  Williams,  of  Tennessee; 
Whittlesey,  Allen,  Goode,  Sheplor,  ar.d  Webster, 
of  Ohio;  Herod,  Graham,  arid  Dunn,  of  Indiana; 
Case}',  of  Illinois;  Lewis,  Lyon,  and  Chapman,  of 
Alabama;  Miller  and  Harrison,  of  Missouri;  Yell, 
of  Arkansas;  Crary,  of  Michigan;  end  Downing, 
of  Florida. 

Pclilions,  fjc.  upon  slavery,  Texas,  ifjr. 

A number  of  memorials  of  this  class  were  pre- 
sented bv  Messrs.  M.  Morris,  Potts,  McKennan, 
Potter,  Beatty.,  Wagener,  Sergeant,  Ogle,  Halstead, 
Peck,  Clark,  Russell,  Grant,  Sibley,  Marvin,  Mitch- 
ell, Vanderveer,  Kemble,  and  Patterson,  of  New 
York:  Allen,  of  Vermont;  Tillingbast,  of  Rhode 
Island;  Phillips,  Cushing,  Briggs,  Lincoln,  Cal- 
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houn,  Borden,  and  Adams,  of  Massachusetts;  An- 
derson, Evans,  and  Davee,  of  Maine;  and  Whittle- 
sey, of  Ohio;  which  were  disposed  of  in  the  usual 
mode,  by  laying  them  on  the  table,  some  under  the 
rule,  others  on  motion. 

Petitions  against  duelling,  SfC. 

Several  gentlemen  presented  memorials  upon  this 
subject;  which  were  referred  to  the  select  commit- 
tee now  in  session. 

A number  of  memorials  in  favor  of  the  passage 
of  the  bill  making  compensation  lor  losses  prior  to 
1300  by  French  spoliations  were  presented,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  to  whom  that  bill  has  been 
referred. 

Mr.  Hennj,  of  Pennsylvania,  presented  a joint 
resolution  of  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  in- 
structing their  senators  and  requesting  their  repre- 
sentatives in  congress  to  vote  and  use  their  influ- 
ence for  the  postponement  of  the  sub  treasury  bill, 
or  any  other  acts  of  a similar  character;  and  also 
resolutions  accompanying  the  same  from  the  senate 
of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  same  subject.  On  motion, 
referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state 
of  the  union,  to  which  the  same  subject  is  referred, 
and  that  they  be  printed. 

Mr .. Pratt,  of  New  York,  presented  the  resolu- 
tions of  tho  assembly  of  the  state  of  New  York, 
requesting  their  senators  and  representatives  in 
congress  to  oppose  the  passage  of  the  bill  now  be- 
fore congress  to  impose  additional  duties,  &c.  called 
the  sub-treasury  bill. 

Several  memorials,  very  numerously  signed,  re- 
monstrating against  the  passage  of  the  sub-treasu- 
ry bill,  and  others  in  l'avoro!  establishing  a national 
bank,  were  presented  by  several  gentlemen;  which 
were  severally  referred  to  a committee  of  the  whole, 
to  which  had  been  committed  the  sub-treasury  bill, 
reported  by  the  committee  of  ways  and  means. 

Mr.  Fillmore  presented  a memorial,  adopted  by  a 
county  meeting  held  at  Buffalo,  on  the  12th  of  Feb- 
ruary last,  in  relation  to  the  burning  of  the  Caro- 
line, and  the  murder  of  our  citizens  on  board. 

On  presenting  it,  he  remarked  that  the  memorial 
gives  a full  history  of  that  unexampled  outrage  upon 
the  lives  and  property  of  our  citizens.  It  has  the 
sanction  of  a very  large  and  respectable  meeting, 
and  I doubt  not  that  it  is  substantially  correct. 
From  this,  it  appears  that  this  ill-fated  boat  belong- 
ed to  l citizen  of  Buli'alo;  that,  on  the  29th  of  De- 
cember last,  she  was  cleared  at  the  custom-house 
in  Buffalo,  with  a view  of  running  her  as  a ferry 
boat  between  Black  Rock  and  Schlosser,  and  be- 
tween Schlosser  and  Navy  Island,  then  occupied 
by  the  Canadian  rebels  or  patriots.  She  sailed  un- 
der the  American  flag,  and  no  other.  Slip  arrived 
at  Schlosser  that  day,  and  made  two  trips  from 
thence  to  Navy  Island,  carryingmt  one  time  provi- 
sions, and  at  another  a six-pound  cannon,  for  those 
on  the  island;  but  she  was  neither  owned  nor  con- 
trolled by  any  one  on  the  island. 

About  five  o’clock  that  evening  she  was  moored 
at  the  wharf  at  Schlosser,  on  the  American  shore, 
within  sight  of  Chippewa,  on  the  Canadian  side. 
Several  persons  not  being  able  to  otffain  lodgings 
at  the  small  tavern  at  that  place,  applied  for,  and 
obtained  permission  to  lodge  on  the  boat.  From 
the  best  information,  the  whole  number  on  the  boat 
was  33,  all  unarmed,  except  one  pocket  pistol, 
which  was  unloaded,  anil  without  ammunnition  to 
load  it.  According  to  custom,  a watch  was  placed 
on  deck  about  S o’clock,  and  these  American  citi- 
zens retired  to  rest,  under  the  protection  of  the  flag 
of  our  country,  little  suspecting  that  that  flag 
would  alford  no  shield  to  Canadian  aggression,  and 
no  protection  to  midnight  murder  and  assassina- 
tion. 

Between  12  and  1 Q’clock  at  night,  while  our 
peaceful  and  unarmed  citizens  on  board  this  boat 
were  sleeping  with  unsuspecting  security,  within 
our  own  waters,  five  Canadian  boats,  filled  with 
armed  men,  stole  upon  their  slumbers  like  midnight 
assassins,  and  commenced  an  indiscriminate  slaugh- 
ter of  unarmed  and  unoffending  citizens,  with  the 
savage  and  demoniac  cry  of  “give  no  quarter.” 
Without  weapons  for  defence,  or  time  for  flight, 
several  were  killed;  the  exact  number  perhaps  can 
never  be  ascertained.  The  Canadian  report  says 
six,  and  ours  nine;  and  this  vessel,  with  the  dead  on 
board,  except  one,  who  fell  upon  the  dock,  was 
then  towed  into  the  current  above  the  falls,  set  on 
fire,  and  abandoned  to  its  fate.  It  shed,  for  a few 
moments,  its  lurid  glare  upon  ourshores,  and  light- 
ed the  way  of  these  assassins  back  to  their  own 
homes,  and  then  plunged  into  that  unfathomable 
abyss,  from  which  nothing  but  the  fragments  of  its 
wreck  have  ever  emerged. 

I am  unwilling  to  say  or  do  any  thing  which  rnay 
tend  to  embarrass  the  diplomatic  negotiations  that 
I trust  have  already  been  instituted  by  this  govern- 
ment, peaceably  to  obtain  satisfaction  for  this  out- 
rage. Common  charity  induced  us  all  to  believe, 


I at  first,  that  it  was  the  unauthorized  act  of  indivi- 
duals, which  would  he  instantly  disavowed  by  the 
Canadian  officers  and  government.  But  I regret  to 
say  it  appears,  as  well  from  this  memorial  as  from 
common  lame,  that  this  expedition  was  planned  in 
Ihe  Canadian  camp  at  Chippewa,  under  the  imme- 
diate supervision  and  direction  of  colonel  McNabb, 
the  commanding  oflicer  at  that  place,  and  after 
those  engaged  in  it  had  returned  and  reported  that 
cold-blooded  murder,  committed  within  our  own 
undisputed  territory,  the  act  was  approved  in  gen- 
eral orders  by  the  commanding  officer,  and  subse- 
quently received  the  approbation  of  the  lieutenant 
governor  of  Upper  Canada,  and  the  legislative  of 
that  province  have  recently  presented  a sword  to 
lieutenant  Drew,  who  commanded  the  expedition, 
in  honor  of  the  murderous  exploit. 

What  the  British  government  will  say  to  this,  re- 
mains yet  to  be  heard.  Charity  and  the  friendly 
relations  existing  between  this  government  and 
that,  induced  me  to  hope  that  this  act  will  be  disa- 
vowed by  that  government,  and  that  satisfaction,  so 
tar  as  it  can  be  made,  will  be  immediately  prof- 
fered. 

It  is  propeF  that  I should  state  that  the  deep  and 
universal  feeling  of  indignation  which  this  outrage 
has  called  forth  in  (hat  community  is  enlirely  dis- 
tinct from,  and  independent  of,  that  excitement 
which  has  been  so  universally  condemned,  as  an 
improper  interference  in  the  Canadian  rebellion. 
That  our  citizens  should  have  felt  a deep  sympa- 
thy in  what  they  considered  the  struggles  of  the 
oppressed  against  the  tyrrany  of  their  oppressors, 
cannot  be  matter  of  surprise  to  the  descendants  of 
the  whigs  of  ’76.  It  was  natural — it  was  inevita- 
ble; and  the  only  thing  which  the  true  patriot  has 
to  regret  is,  that  Ibis  feeling,  springing  from  the 
most  noble  and  generous  emotions  of  the  human 
breast,  should  ever  for  a moment  have  gained  such 
an  ascendency  over  the  mind  of  any  true  Ameri- 
can, as  to  induce  him  to  violate  the  sacred  laws  of 
neutrality,  by  which  he  endangers  the  peace  and 
prosperity  of  many  millions  of  human  beings,  anil, 
possibly,  the  great  cause  of  freedom  itself.  It  is 
doubly  painful  to  see  that  this  noble  and  generous 
spirit  of  chivalry  has  degenerated  apparently  into 
a base  and  lawless  spirit  of  plunder  and  robbery, 
which  is  spending  its  fury  in  private  depredations 
and  public  robberies  of  our  arsenals  and  magazines, 
disgraceful  to  our  country,  and  highly  criminal 
in  those  concerned.  1 desire  for  myself,  and  for 
those  whose  memorial  I present,  to  disclaim  all 
countenance  of  these  acts. 

Tlie  memorialists  pray  that  our  navy  and  army  may 
he  placed  on  a proper  footing,  and  that  our  fortifica- 
tions may  be  placed  in  a proper  state  of  defence, 
and  particularly,  that  the  city,  of  Buffalo  and  the 
Niagara  frontier,  now  in  a perfectly  defenceless 
state,  may  be  immediately  fortified,  and  that  the 
government  demand  and  obtain  redress  i'or  this  out- 
rage. 

I move  that  so  much  of  the  memorial  as  relates 
to  the  defence  of  the  country  be  referred  to  the 
committee  on  military  alfairs;  and  so  much  as  re- 
lates to  the  violation  of  our  national  honor,  and  re- 
dress therefor,  to  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs; 
and  that  the  same  be  printed. 

Mr.  .Adams  hoped  that  the  gentleman  would 
move  the  reference  of  the  memorial  to  a select 
committee,  it  being  on  a most  important  subject. 
He  was  proceeding  to  give  some  reasons  for  this 
suggestion,  when 

The  Speaker  arrested  the  debate,  and  said,  that  if 
the  memorial  should  give  rise  to  discussion,  it  must 
lie  over. 

Mr.  Fillmore  then  modified  his  motion,  and  pro- 
posed to  refer  the  memorial  to  a select  commit- 
tee. 

Mr.  Howard  moved  its  reference  to  the  commit- 
tee on  foreign  affairs,  which  motion,  having  prece- 
dence, was  first  [nit,  and  the  vote  stood  ayes  61, 
nons  37.  No  quorum. 

The  Chair  requested  members  to  vote  on  one  or 
the  other  side.  Another  count  resulted  as  follows: 
ayes  63:  noes  41.  No  quorum. 

Mr.  Pctrildn  moved  a call  of  the  house  and  de- 
manded the  yeas  and  nays  on  this  motion. 

Mr.  McKcnnan  hoped  that  his  colleague  would 
withdraw  the  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Petrikin  said  he  could  riot.  He  wished  to 
see  where  the  10  o’clock  men  were. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and  a call  of  the 
house  was  ordered.  Yeas  102,  nays  46. 

One  name  having  been  called.  Mr.  Petrihin  mo- 
ved that  the  further  progress  of  the  call  be  sus- 
pended, which  motion  prevailed. 

The  motion  ot  Mr.  Howard  then  passed  without 
a division. 

Mr.  Fillmore  then  moved  the  house  to  take  up 
and  consider  the  following  resolution  olfered  by 
him  on  a former  day. 


“ Resolved , that  the  president  be  requested,  il  not 
incompatible  with  the  public  interest,  to  communi- 
cate to  this  house  any  information  possesed  by  him, 
respecting  the  capture  and  destruction  of  the  steam- 
boat Caroline,  at  Schlosser,  during  the  night,  of  the 
29th  December  last,  and  the  murder  of  citizens  of 
the  United  States  on  board,  and  all  the  particulars 
thereof,  not  heretofore  communicated;  and  espe- 
cially to  inform  the  house  whether  said  capture 
was  authorized,  commanded  or  sanctioned,  or  has 
been  avowed  by  the  British  authorities  oi  officers, 
or  any  of  them;  and  also  whether  steps  have  been 
taken  by  him  to  obtain  satisfaction  from  the  gov- 
ernment of  Great  Britain  on  account  of  said  out- 
rage; and  to  communicate  to  the  house  all  corres- 
pondence or  communication  relative  thereto,  which 
have  passed  between  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  or  any  of  the  public  authorities  of  either.” 

Objection  being  made, 

Mr.  Fillmore  moved  the  suspension  of  the  rule. 
Lost;  two-thirds,  not  voting  for  the  motion. 

Other  memoiials  upon  this. subject  urnre  olfered 
by  several  members,  and  were  all  similarly  dispos- 
ed of. 

Mr.  Mams  presented  a memorial  praying  con- 
gress to  rescind  the  resolution  of  December  1, 
1S37,  and  accompanying  it,  a memorial  praying 
congress  to  cause,  the  declaration  of  independence 
to  be  expunged  from  the  journal  of  the  old  con- 
gress; which  he  moved  to  refer  together  to  a select 
committee. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  S C.  rose  and  said,  that  he  re- 
presented upon  that  floor  a constituency  which- — — 

The  Speaker  told  him  that  no  petition  was  de- 
bateable  on  the  day  it  was  offered.  Mr.  Cushman 
moved  to  Jay  it  on  the  table;  which  motion  pre- 
vailed. 

Several  resolutions  of  minor  importance  were 
offered  and  appropriately  referred. 

Tlie  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from 
the  secretary  of  the  navy,  inclosing  a statement  in 
compliance  with  a resolution  of  the  house  of  (he 
26th  u It.  showing  the  names  of  all  officers  arid  non- 
commissioned officers,  in  the  naval  service  and  ma- 
rine corps,  disabled  while  in  the  line  of  their  duty. 

Also,  a letter  from  the  navy  department,  trans- 
mitting the  report  of  commodore  Stew  art  and  Dal- 
las, and  captain  Bolton,  relative  to  proposed  im- 
provements of  the  navy  yard  at  Pensacola. 

Also,  in  reply  to  a resolution  of  the  7th  instant, 
a report  in  relation  to  the  compensation  of  revenue 
officers  in  the  year  1337. 

Also,  a message  from  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  transmitting  a report  of  the  secretary  of 
state,  relative  to  an  application  made  by  the  minis- 
ter of  France,  in  behalf  of  captain  Beziers,  for  re- 
muneration for  services  in  saving  the  captain  and 
crew  of  an  American  vessel  wrecked  in  the  bay  of 
Cadiz,  in  the  year  1835.  To  which  the  president 
adds:  “I  am  happy  to  evince  my  high  sense  of  the 
humane  and  intrepid  conduct  of  captain  Beziers, 
by  presenting  his  case  to  congress,  to  w hom  it  be- 
longs to  determine  upon  the  expediency  of  grant- 
ing his  request.” 

Also,  a message  from  the  president  of  tlie  United 
States,  transmitting  a report  from  the  secretary  of 
state  in  reply  to  a resolution  of  the  5th  inslant,  res- 
pecting the  present  state  of  the  campaign  in  Flo- 
rida, and  disposition  of  the  Indians  to  treat  for 
peace. 

On  motion  the  house,  at  4 o’clock,  adjourned. 

Tuesday , March  13.  The  following  were  among 
the  reports  made  from  committees  this  day: 

By  Mr.  Jenifer , from  the  committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  a bill  foi  the  suppression  of  gam- 
ing in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

By  Mr.  Petrilcin,  from  the  same  committee,  a 
hill  to  incorporate  certain  banks  in  the  District  of 
Coin  mbia. 

By  Mr.  Ingham,  from  tlie  committee  on  naval 
affairs,  a bill  for  the  augmentation  of  the  United 
States  marine  corps. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Cambrdeng,  the  house  took 
up  and  adopted  the  following  amendment  to  the 
63d  rule  of  the  house,  as  offered  and  modified  by 
Mr.  Briggs: 

Add  to  the  63d  rule, 

“Unless  in  continuation  of  appropriations  for 
such  public  works  and  objects  as  are  already  iri 
progress’,  and  for  the  contingencies  for  carrying  on 
the  several  departments,  of  the  government.” 

Mr.  Garland,  of  Virginia,  moved  for  leave  to  in- 
troduce a motion  to  discharge  the  committee  of  the 
whole  from  the  further  consideration  of  Ihe  bill 
(under  consideration  on  Saturday  last)  in  relation 
to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  district  courts  of  western 
Virginia. 

Mr.  Everett,  desirous  to  reach  the  resolution  next 
in  order  on  the  speaker’s  table,  objected. 

Mr.  Garland  moved  a suspension  of  the  rule, 
which  motion  prevailed,  and  the  bill  was  taken 
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up  and  -ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a third 
time  this  day. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  rose,  and  proceeded 
with  his  remarks  in  support  of  his  resolution,  par- 
tially discussed  upon  former  days,  and  made  some 
further  progress.  [This  debate  will  be  given  here- 
after, when  completed.] 

The  pending  motion  being  the  previous  question 
on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Howard,  on  the  motion  to  re- 
fer the  message  of  the  president  of  the  United 
States  and  accompanying  documents  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  the  northeastern  boundary  and  the  imprison- 
ment of  Mr.  Greely,  of  Maine,  to  the  committee 
on  foreign  a (fairs;  that  motion  was  put  and  prevail- 
ed, and  the  proposed  reference  was  ordered. 

Several  bills  from  the  senate  received  their  first 
and  second  readings,  and  were  severally  commit- 
ted. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  a communica- 
tion from  the  secretary  cf  war,  transmitting  a report 
of  the  chief  engineer  in  reply  to  the  resolution  of 
the  house  of  representatives  of  the  5th  instant,  re- 
quiring information  as  to  the  amount  of  money  ex- 
pended for  the  improvement  of  file  Missouri  river. 

Also,  a communication  from  the  war  department, 
enclosing  a copy  of  the  report  of  the  survey  recent- 
ly made  of  the  harbor  of  Linn,  Massachusetts,  in 
obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives of  the  9lh  instant. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng,  the  house  resolved 
itself  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of 
the  union,  (Mr.  Case}' in  the  chair, ) and  again  took 
np  tile  civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill,  and 
the  amendments  otfered  thereto  by  Messrs.  Cam- 
breleng  and  B dl. 

An  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Cambreleng,  pro- 
viding for  the  appropriation  of  the  proceeds  of  o d 
furniture  at  the  president’s  house  to  the  purchase 
of  new,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  M Morris , of  Pennsylvania,  moved  to  strike 
out  from  line  423  of  the  bill  the  word  •■thirty.”  and 
to  insert,  in  lieu  thereof,  the  word  "twenty.” 

As  a member  of  the  committee  upon  expendi- 
tures in  the  department  of  state,  Mr.  M.  had  had 
occasion  to  look  into  these  matters,  and  had  ascer- 
tained that  the  payments,  under  this  head,  had, 
from  1329  to  1337,  inclusive,  been  five  hundred  dol- 
lars, annually,  less  than  the  sums  appropriated; 
a nd  that  that  aggregate  balance  was  yet  in  the 
hands  of  the  department,  applicable  to  that  object. 
He  could  see  no  reason,  therefore,  why  this  reduce 
tion  should  not  be  made. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  made  some  explanations  and  the 
amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Reed  proposed  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding 
$'52,040  for  the  erection,  rebuilding,  and  completion 
of  light-houses  in  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts, 
Connecticut,  New  York. 

Mr.  D /avion  tlion  gilt  that  this  proposition  did  not 
come  under  the  title  of  the  bill  under  considera- 
tion. There  was  as  much  need  for  such  appropria- 
tions on  the  southern  as  on  the  northern  Atlantic 
coast,  which,  in  the  proper  time,  he  should  move 
for. 

Mr.  Reed  explained,  showing  that  the  amend- 
ment he  proposed,  was  intended  to  carry  out  more 
p erf'cctly  one  of  the  provisions  actually  contained 
in  the  bill  under  consideration. 

The  amendment  was  rejected  by  the  committee. 

Mr.  Howard  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding 
$4,000  for  the  outfit  of  a new  charge  d’affaires  to 
Pern;  the  present  change  being  about  to  return 
home. 

Mr.  Petrikin  opposed,  and  Mr.  McKim  supported 
this  proposition;  the  latter  upon  the  ground  of  its 
mercantile  necessity.  He  was  in  favor  even  of 
having  a minister  there  of  the  highest  grade. 

Alter  some  brief  remarks,  in  opposition  to  the 
amendment,  from  Mr.  Bell,  and  some  explanations 
on  the  part  of  Messrs.  Me  Kin i,  Petrikin,  and  How- 
ard, the  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Rariden  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  the 
words  “twenty-five  thousand,”  and  inserting  the 

words  “ thousand;”  for  the  purpose  of  so  far 

increasing  the  contingent  fund  of  the  house  as  to 
cover  the  expenses  of  supplying  members  of  con- 
gress with  certain  documents,  &c,  ordered  at  the 
present  session  to  be  furnished  them. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  was  of  opinion  that  this  amend- 
ment was  not  i n order,  under  the  rules  of  the  house; 
there  was  a hill  before  the  house,  already,  provid- 
ing lor  the  same  object  as  that  intended  to  be  reach- 
ed by  the  proposed  amendment. 

The  Chair  decided  the  amendment  to  be  out  of 
order  under  the  43d  rule  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Rariden  took  an  appeal  from  this  decision: 
and  the  question  was,  “Shall  it  stand  as  the  opin- 
ion of  the  house?” 

Mr.  McKay  made  some  remark  =,  by  way  of  show- 
ing that,  if  the  proposed  amendment  should  he 
adopted,  tile  object  of  the  moyer  could  pot  be  at- 


tained; inasmuch  as  no  part  of  the  contingent  fund 
of  the  house  could  be  appropriated  as  intended, 
without  a violation  of  a rule  already  existing,  pro- 
hibiting such  application. 

Mr.  llavidcn  would  so  far  further  anmnd  the  bill 
as  to  make  such  an  application  of  a portion  of  the 
contingent  fund  as  he  had  proposed.  In  the  mean 
time,  lie  was  desirous  to  have  the  sense  of  the 
house  upon  his  appeal. 

Mr.  Bell  suggested  that  the  appeal  be  willidrawn 
with  the  amendment  for  the  present,  and  introduc- 
ed hereafter,  when  there  was  a fuller  attendance. 

Mr.  Randen  acceded  to  this  suggestion. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  moved  an  amendment,  appro 
priating  the  sum  of  $20,000  for  the  completion  of 
public  buildings  in  (he  territory  of  Wisconsin. 

Mr.  Bell  objected  to  this  amendment,  on  the 
ground  of  its  being  a hid  precedent.  The  former 
appropriation  of  $20,000  lor  this  purpose  was  under- 
stood to  have  been  intended  as  final,  for  the  com- 
pletion of  the  public  buildings  in  Wisconsin,  die 
was  opposed  to  the  whole  system,  wdiich  seemed  to 
be  becoming  a common  one. 

Mr  Cambreleng  showed  the  necessity  of  making 
the  appropriation  now  asked  for,  by  way  of  com- 
pleting what  had  been  begun,  and  carried  on  to 
some  extent. 

Mr.  Snyder,  of  Illinois,  suggested  (hat  in  case  of 
tile  occurrence  of  the  contemplated  division  of  the 
territory  into  East  and  West  Wisconsin,  the  pre- 
sent buildings  would  be  so  located  as  to  render  them 
inutile. 

Mr.  Bronson  maintained  that  their  location  was 
such  as  to  obviate  this  objection;  being  the  centre 
of  what,  under  the  contemplated  division,  would 
be  Wisconsin  proper. 

Mr.  Bell  insisted  upon  his  former  objection,  urg- 
ing that  the  sum  originally  appropriated  was  in- 
tended to  be  final;  a view  which  Mr.  Bronson  op- 
posed. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Some  other  comparatively  unimportant  amend- 
ments were  then  acted  on;  after  which, 

Mr.  Bell  moved  to  strike  out  the  section  of  the 
bill  appropriating  $3,600  tor  the  payment  of  clerks 
in  the  treasury  department,  under  the  act  of  23d 
June,  1S36,  upon  the  ground  that  the  same  amount 
of  clerical  force  was  not  now  needed  in  I hat  depart- 
ment as  was  needed  in  1S36.  He  wanted  the  ap- 
propriation to  be  specific  as  to  the  number ol  clerks, 
tile  sum  to  be  paid  to  each,  and  as  to  the  particular 
service  performed. 

Before  completing  all  he  had  to  say  on  this  sub- 
ject, he  moved  that  the  committee  rise;  which  mo- 
tion prevailing,  and  the  speaker  having  resumed 
the  chair, 

The  bill,  passed  to  be  engrossed  this  morning,  in 
relation  to  the  jurisdiction’  of  the  United  States 
courts  in  western  Virginia,  was  taken  up  and  pass- 
ed, and  then, 

On  motion,  the  house  (at  4 o’clock)  adjourned 

Wednesday,  March  14.  Mr.  Paynier,  on  leave, 
presented  a memorial  oil  the  subject  of  duelling, 
which  was  referred  to  the  select  committee. 

Messrs.  Fairfield  and  M.  Morris  gave  notice  of 
their  wish  to  oiler  similar  memorials;  hut  the  house, 
after  two  counts,  refused  bv  yeas  and  nays  to  sus- 
pend the  rule,  to  allow  of  their  presentation  out  of 
the  regular  order  of  business:  Yeas  92,  nays  54,  not 
two-thirds. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Holsey,  of  Georgia,  his  col- 
league, Mr.  Jackson,  was  excused  from  serving  on 
the  select  committee  on  the  reduction  of  pensions, 
that  gentleman  being  a member  already  of  two  com- 
mittees. The  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  proceeded  with  his 
argument  in  suppoit  of  his  resolution  in  relation  to 
an  appropriation  of  the  public  lands  for  public 
schools  until  the  expiration  of  the  hour  appropriat- 
ed to  morning  business. 

Mr.  Marlin,  of  Alabama,  fiom  the  committee  on 
the  judiciary,  reported,  with  amendments,  the  bill 
changing  the  time  of  holding  the  circuit  courts  in 
the  ninth  judicial  circuit  of  the  United  States. 

[It  annexes  Alabama  to  the  sixth  circuit.] 

Mr.  Haynes  considered  it  due  to  judge  Wayne  to 
inquire  why  the  committee  proposed  such  a change 
in  the  circuit  court  as  would  greatly  increase  the 
official  labor  of  that  gentleman  by  sending  him  inlo 
Alabama,  when  there  was  already  a judge  of  the 
United  States  residing  there. 

Dir.  Thomas,  in  reply,  went  into  a full  explanation 
and  defence  of  the  amendment  proposed,  showing 
that  i t s result  would  be  to  obviate  the  complaints 
which  had  long  been  made  respecting  the  neglect 
of  the  eastern  judicial  district  of  Louisiana.  He 
stated  very  ininiitely  the  amount  of  court  duty  per- 
formed by  each  of  the  judges,  and  showed  that  even 
with  the  increased  duty  occasioned  by  the  amend- 
ment, judge  Wayne  would  still  have  less  to  do  than 
any  of  his  brethren,  judge  Barbour  only  excepted; 


white  judge  McKinley  would  be  relieved  from  a 
task  too  onerous  to  be  performed  by  any  judge.  It 
was  impracticable  now  to  go  into  a general  reorga- 
nization of  the  whole  of  the  districts,  since  the 
time  was  so  near  when  Florida,  Wisconsin,  and 
perhaps  loway,  would  become  states  of  the  union, 
that  no  arrangement  could  be  made  which  did  not 
look  to  that  event;  and  if  the  districts  should  be  so 
organized  at  this  time,  the  plan  would  work  un- 
equalJly  and  unjustly  in  the  meanwhile. 

Mr.  Haynes  farther  urged  his  inquiries  in  behalf 
ol  judge  Wayne;  and  Messrs.  Thomas,  Pope,  and 
Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  replied,  insisting  on  the  ex- 
pediency ol  the  proposed  arrangement. 

The  question  being  put,  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to;  the  bill  ordered  to  its  third  reading,  read 
a third  time,  and  passed. 

A message  was  received  from  the  president  of 
the  United  States,  enclosing  a communication  from 
the  secretary  of  state  on  the  subject  of  a canal  across 
the  isthmus  of  Darien. 

Several  bills  of  minor  importance  were  offered; 
after  which  reports  of  committees  were  received. 

A bill  from  the  senate  to  allow  two  citizens  of 
Georgia  to  import  iron  steamboats  suitable  to  the 
navigation  of  rivers,  having  been  twice  read, 

it  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jblams,  sent  to  ttie  com- 
mittee on  manufactures. 

The  house  then  went  into  committee  of  the  whole 
on  the  state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  Casey  in  the  chair,) 
and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  civil  and  di- 
plomatic appropriation  bill. 

The  house  having  resumed,  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  the  annual  general  appropriation  hill, 

Air.  Bell’s  amendment  proposing  to  stiike  out 
the  clause  providing  lor  the  deposile  bank  clerks  in 
the  department  ol  the  treasury  was  opposed  by  Mr. 
Cambreleng  and  McKay,  on  the  ground  that  the 
duties  oi  these  clerks  were  just  as  onerous,  and 
even  more  so,  than  before  the  banks  had  stopped 
payment,  and  a letter  was  read  from  the  secretary, 
stating  that  the  department  could  not  get  on  with- 
out their  services.  Mr.  McKay  stated  that,  as  these 
clerks  were  regularly  appointed  by  law,  and  the 
secretary  had  power  to  pay  them  out  of  the  contin- 
gent fund  oi'  the  department,  (hey  would  still  be 
employed,  though  the  appropriation  should  be 
striken  out. 

Mr.  Bell  thereupon  withdrew  his  amendment, 
but  referred  with  censure  to  a practice  very  preva- 
lent in  the  departments,  as.  well. under  former  us 
the  present  administration,  of  retaining  clerks 
whose  official  duties  were  very  inconsiderable, 
their  chief  occupation  being  to  write  in  defence  of 
the  measures  ol  government. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng,  the  appropriation 
for  the  Uuited  States  district  courts  was  augment- 
ed from  $330,(100  to  $3-50,000,  in  anticipation  of 
the  increase  of  business  on  the  frontier  under  the 
late  law  to  preserve  neutrality. 

An  item  of  $2,000  was  inserted  to  repair  the 
roof  of  the  mint  at  Charlotte,  South  Carolina. 

The  residue  of  the  sitting  was  occupied  in  the 
discussion  of  a motion  of  Mr.  McKay,  of  North 
Carolina,  to  strikeout  the  item  of  $4,000  for  the 
salaries  of  our  consuls  at  Paris  and  London.  In 
this  debate,  Messrs.  McKay,  Cambreleng,  Haynes, 
Bronson,  Mercer,  Howard,  Shepperd,  of  North 
Carolina,  and  Adams,  took  part. 

The  ground  of  the  objection  was  that  no  salaries 
were  appropriated  by  law  to  any  consuls  but  those 
of  the  Barbary  states;  and  a rule  of  the  house  for- 
bade the  introduction  of  any  item  into  an  appro- 
priation bill  for  expenditures  not  warranted  by  pre- 
vious law,  save  lor  public  works  begun,  and  in 
a course  of  completion,  and  for  the  contingent  ex- 
penses of  tile  different  departments  of  the  govern- 
ment. 

The  appropriation  was  defended  on  the  ground 
that  the  officers  now  called  “consuls”  at  London 
and  Paris  used  formerly  to  be  known  by  the  title  of 
“agents  of  claims”  at  those  capitals;  but  as  we  had 
no  longer  any  claims  which  needed  their  presence 
there,  they  had  by  degrees  grown,  in  fact,  into  con- 
suls, performing  all  the  duties  of  the  consulate; 
ami  in  their  last  appropriation  bill  their  designation 
had  been  altered  to  that  of  consuls,  which  they 
really  were;  that  the  salary  was  fully  earned,  and 
indispensable  to  their  remaining  at  tlieirposts;  that 
their  case  did  not  come  within  the  rule,  the  office 
ol  consul  existing  under  the  law  of  nations,  and  not 
by  municipal  law;  and  their  salary  having,  in  fact, 
been  provided  for  in  the  law  of  last  session.  That 
t lie  president  had  the  power  of  appointing  informal 
agents,  and  assigning  to  them  their  allowance,  as 
had  been  done  by  president  Washington,  and  Mr. 
Adams,  in  particular,  insisted  that  the  constitu- 
tional power  to  the  president  to  appoint  foreign  min- 
isters and  consuls  involved  in  it,  as  an  incidental 
power,  the  right  to  fix  the  power  they  should  re 
ceive;  although  congress,  and  particularly  the  house 
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of  representatives,  liad  a check  upon  the  exercise 
of  that  power,  by  its  salary  of  assenting  to  or  re- 
fusing to  pay  the  salary;  and  he  »aid  that  this  prin- 
ciple was  recognized  in  the  language  of  the  act  of 
1310,  which  provided  that  the  president  should  not 
pay  to  the  diplomatic  agents,  there  enumerated, 
compensations  exceeding  the  sums  specified  in  the 
act;  implying  that  he  might,  as  a part  of  the  power 
belongingto  his  office,  both  appoint  (with  the  as- 
sent of  tne  senate)  and  fix  the  allowance  of  those 
officers;  but  that  the  house  would  not  agree  to  pay 
over  the  specific  sum  by  them  specified. 

Mr.  McKay  protested  against  this  as  a monstrous 
proposition;  and  Mr.  Mercer  declined,  also,  to  yield 
it  bis  assent. 

Before  any  decision  was  ha-d,  the  committee  rose, 
and  the  house  adjourned. 

Thursday,  March  15.  As  soon  as  the  house  was 
organized  this  morning, 

Mr.  Evans,  of  Maine,  addressed  the  the  chair  in 
the  following  words : 

Mr..  Speaker,  these  badges  of  mourning  which  we 
still  wear  denote  that  death  has  lately  been  in  the 
midst  of  ns.  Again  his  arrow  has  down  ; arid  again 
has  the  fatal  shaft  been  sent,  with  unerring  aim,  in- 
to a small,  and- already  broken,  rank.  It  is  my  mel- 
ancholy office  to  announce  that,  since  the  last  ad- 
journment of  the  house  of  representatives,  Timothy 
Jarvis  Carter,  then  one  of  its  members,  from  the 
state  of  Maine,  has  surrendered  up  to  the  Being 
who  gave  it  a life  upon  which  many  anxious  hopes 
depended,  and  for  whose  preservation  many  an  ar- 
dent prayer  had  gone  up  to  the  Father  of  all  spirits. 
He  died  last  evening,  at  10  o’clock,  at  his  lodgings 
in  this  city,  after  a sickness  of  not  very  protracted 
duration,  but  of  great  and  excrutiating  intensity  of 
suffering  and  agony.  The  ways  of  a righteous  Pro- 
vidence are  inscrutable,  and  while  we  Bow  in  sub- 
mission, we  are  yet  oppressed  with  deep  and  so- 
lemn awe. 

Oar  deceased  friend  and  colleague  was  a native 
of  tire  s’ate  and  the  district  which,  so  lately,  lie  re- 
presented in  this  branch  of  congress  ; and  he,  there- 
fore, brought  with  him  the  confidence,  largely  be- 
stowed, of  those  who  had  known  him  from  his 
earliest  years.  Well  did  he  deserve  it.  His  char- 
acter for  probity,  integrity,  uprightness,  morality, 
was  free  from  spot  or  blemish.  His  principles  were 
welt  founded.  JLoving  the  country  of  his  birth,  and 
its  institutions,  with  all  his  heart,  he  pursued  with 
fidelity  such  measures  as  his  judgment  deemed  best 
calculated  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  one  and 
the  durability  of  the  other.  Me  was  a lawyer  by 
profession,  faithful,  just,  discriminating,  attentive, 
humane,  in  its  practice. 

Of  manners,  mild,  courteous,  affable  ; and  a tem- 
per kind,  conciliating,  patient,  he  won  respect  and 
attachment,  even  from  those  who  differed  with  him 
in  matters  of  opinion;  and  probably  there  lives  not 
a human  being  who  has  a single  resentment,  or  one 
unkind  recollection,  to  bury  in  his  grave.  He  lias 
gone,  in  the  strength  of  his  manhood,  and  the  ma- 
turity of  his  intellect,  the  road  that  all  must  once 
pass. 

“ — calcanda,  semel,  via  Lethi.” 

The  ties  that  bound  him  to  life  are  severed  for- 
ever, as  all  human  ties  roust  be  severed. 

“ Linquenda  tellus,  et  dornns,  et  amans 
Uxor  ; neque  haruui,  quas  colis,  arborum 
Te,  praeter  invisas  cupresso3 
UHa;  breyera  dominuin  sequetur.” 

Although,  when  bis  eyes  opened  for  the  last  time 
upon  the  earth  and  the  sky,  they  fell  not  upon  his 
own  native  hills;  though  the  sod  which  shall  cover 
him  will  not  freshen  in  the  same  influences  which 
clothe  them  in  verdure  and  beauty;  though  he  died 
far  from  his- home,  the  companions  and  the  brothers 
of  Ids  childhood  were  with  him — the  sharer  of  his 
joys,  the  solace  of  his  griefs,  stood  by  him  ; and  the 
hand  which  could  best  do  it  assuaged  the  bitter 
pains  of  parting  life.  The  last  earthly  sounds 
which  fell  upon  his  ear  were  tones  of  sympathy, 
and  kindness,  and  alfection,  and  support — tones 
which  ceased  not,  even  when  they  vainly  strovp  to 
pierce  the  cold  and  leaden  ear  of  death.  Tears 
shall  flow  copiously,  and  deep  sighs  be  heaved  over 
fcis  lifeless  form  ; tears  not  more  scalding,  sighs  not 
ffeeper  drawn,  because  mingled  with  any  bitter  re- 
collections— any  unavailing  regrets. 

If  human  means  could  nave  availed — if  devoted 
fceternnl  sympathy  and  care — if  constant,  abiding, 
s-y.f-saciificing  affection,  triumphing  over  exhaust- 
ed mature  and  bearing  up  a feeble  frame,  unconsci- 
c\a  of  weariness,  through  long  and  painful  vigils, 
cctiffd  have  saved  his  life,  he  would  long  have  been 
spared  to  the  friends  who  now  deplore  his  death, 
anil  t o the  state  and  to  the  country  which  he  served. 
5To  Shat  stricken  bosom  we  proffer — alas  ! how  little 
wiH  iit  avail! — our  sincere  sympathy  and  condo- 
lence. He  has  gone  from  this  place  of  earthly  hon- 
&~s  sit-d  human  distinction,  to  a seat  in  that  “ house 


which  is  not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the  hea- 
vens.” 

As  a token  of  our  regard  for  his  many  virtues, 
and  of  our  respect  for  his  memory,  1 move  the 
adoption  of  the  resolutions  which  1 now  submit. 

Mr.  Evans  tbercoffered  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  tr?e  members  and  officers  of  this 
house  will  attend  the  funeral  of  Timothy  J.  Carter, 
deceased,  late  a member  of  this  house,  from  the 
state  of  Maine,  at  12  o’clock,  on  Saturday,  the  17th 
inst. 

Resolved,  That  a committee  be  appointed  to  take 
order  for  superintending  the  funeral  of  Timothy  J. 
Carter,  deceased. 

Resolved,  That  the  members  and  officers  of  this 
house  will  testify  their  respect  for  the  memory  of 
Timothy  J.  Carter  by  wearing  crape  on  the  left  arm 
for  thirty  days. 

Resolved,  That  when  this  house  adjourn  to-day, 
it  will  adjourn  to  meet  on  Saturday,  tile  17th  inst. 

These  resolutions  were  unanimously  agreed  to. 

The  following  members  were  appointed  to  com- 
pose the  committee  of  arrangements,  viz. 

Messrs.  Evans,  of  Maine,  McLennan,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Whittlesey,  of  Connecticut,  Pickens,  of 
South  Carolina,  Pope;  of  Kentucky,  Hamer,  of 
Ohio,  Gray,  of  New  York.  And  then  the  bouse 
adjourned  to  Saturday. 

CHRONICLE. 

A Patriot  and  a soldier  dead. — We  learn  from 
the  Plattsburg  Whig,  that  the  venerable  Benjamin 
Wooers,  a patriot  off  the  revolution,  died  at  Platts- 
burg on  the  20th  ult.inthe  80th  year  of  his  age. 
He  was  born  in  Haverhill,  Mass,  in  175S,  entered 
the  army  a volunteer  at  the  age  off  18,  was  at  Ti- 
conderoga  in  1776.  In  1777  he  was  ensign  in  the 
1st  congress  regiment,  or  “Congress’  own,”  as  it 
was  called,  made  up  mostly  of  Canadian  refugees, 
and  commanded  by  col.  Moses  Hazen.  Ensign 
Mooers  soon  became  lieutenant  and  adjutant.  He 
was  at  the  surrender  of  Bnrgoyne,  the  siege  of 
Yorktown,  arid  the  surrender  ot  Cornwallis.  In 
1783  he  and  eight  of  his  comrades  of  the  same  re- 
giment, left  the  head  quarters  at  Newburg,  pro- 
ceeded to  lake  Champlain,  then  a wilderness,  and 
settled  on  the  Poi/il  uux  Roches,  eight  miles  from 
the  present  site  of  Plattsburg,  and  he  has  resided 
in  that, county  ever  since,  being  55  years.  He  has 
held  various  high  trusts,  was  a major  gen.  of  militia, 
ami  commanded  at  the  seige  of  Plattsburg.  He 
had  suffered  amputation  some  years  since  from  a 
Fungus  tumor  on  the  arm,  but  the  disease  re-ap- 
peared.  He  was  a roan  of  elevated  principles,  a 
■ devoted  patriot,  a sincere  believer  in  religion,  a 
practical  farmer,  and  a beloved  citizen  in  every  re- 
lation of  life.  He  was  at  onetime  a candidate  for 
lieut.  governor  of  the  state. 

Brazil. — Rio  Janeiro  papers  to  the  17th  off  Janu- 
ary, havebeen  received  at  New  York.  All  was 
quiet  at  the  capital,  and  the  restoration  of  tranquil- 
lity in  Bahia  and  Rio  Grande,  were  anticipated 
with  confidence. 

The  French  prince  rfe  Jotuville  had  gone  on  a 
visit  to  the  mines — the  French  ships  of  war  await- 
ing his  return.  Froai  Brazil  the  prince  would  come 
to  the  United  States 

Phoenix  Bank. — An  investigation  of  the  charges 
against  this  institution,  made  at  the  instance  of  the 
board  of  trade  of  New  York,  was  commenced  in 
that  city  on  Tuesday  the  13th  inst.  A portion  of 
the  testimony  has  been  published,  but  we  deem  it 
prudent  not  to  notice  it  until  the  commissioners 
make  their  report. 

Mayoralty  of  New  York. — On  Monday  evening 
last,  the  whigs  of  New  York  nominated  Aaron 
Clark  a?  a candidate  for  re-election  to  the  mayoral- 
ty. The  “conservatives”  have  nominated  Richard 
Riker  for  the  same  office.  The  friends  of  the  na- 
tional administration  have  not  yet  fixed  upon  a can- 
didate. 

From  Mexico.  The  sehr.  Levin  Jones,  arrived 
at  this  port,  sailed  from  Vera  Cruz  on  the  20th  u It. 
Two  French  brigs  of  •war  had  arrived,  and  the  re- 
mainder of  a squadron,  fourteen  in  all,  were  ex- 
pected, to  enforce  the  French  claims,  a part  of 
which  had  been  admitted.  Fortifications  had  been 
commenced  to  protect  the  town  in  case  of  bom- 
bardment, which  was  expected.  No  American  ves- 
sels were  in  port;  the  United  States  sloop  of  war 
Vandalia  was  spoken  on  the  20th  ultimo,  bound  in. 
— N.  O.  Bulletin. 

Death  of  Judge  Wingate  We  learn  from  the 
Portsmouth  Journal,  that  Paine  Wingate  died  at 
Stratham,  N.  H.  on  Wednesday  last,  aged  99.  The 
Journal  says:  “He  was  a senator  in  the  first  con- 

gress, and  was  probably  the  last  survivor  of  that 
body.  He  was  a graduate  of  Harvard  College,  and 


wdien  he  graduated  was  the  youngest  of  his  class. 
He  has  been  for  several  years  (since  the  death  of 
Dr.  Holyoke)  the  eldest  graduate  of  that  institu- 
tion. He  was  appointed  judge  of  the  supreme 
court  in  New  Hampshire  in  1798,  and  held  the  of- 
fice tilt  1809,  being  then  70  years  of  a'ge.  Mr. 
Wingate  was  originally  a congregational  clergy- 
man, having  preached  for  some  time  for  the  north 
church  in  Portsmouth,  and  was,  we  learn,  settled 
at  North  Hampton.  He  was  a highly  esteemed 
man  by  his  own  generation,  and  has  been  venera- 
ted by  the  new  race  which  lias  grown  up  around 
him.  His  wife,  a si'sterof  honorable  Timothy  Pick- 
ering, survivesbrm  at  the  advanced  age  off  90. 

Louisiana , The  governor  has  returned'  the 
bank  bill  to  the  senate  with  his  objections.  A 
strange  scene  occurred  immediately  afterwards. 
After  the  veto  had  been  -read,  the  governor  dis- 
covered that  he  had  made  some  error  in  his  mes- 
sage, and  despatched  a letter  to  the  senate,  request- 
ing its  correction.  After  a warm  debate  the  senate 
declined.  Two  days  after,  (viz:  on  the  5th  inst.,) 
the  vetoed  bill  passed  the  senate  by  a constitu- 
tional majority — the  vote  being  13  to  3. 

Boston  Banks. — The  twenty-five  associated  banks 
have  reduced  their  loans  within  the  last  two  months, 
$2,327,540 — circulation  reduced,  $639,,2T7 — specie 
on  hand,  $1,153,100.  Increas-e  the  last  month 
$13,763. 

Massachusetts  Banks. — The  obvion?  proposition 
that  a refusal  of  specie  payments  forfeits  the  char- 
ters of  the  banks,  was  agreed  to  in  the  Massachu- 
setts legislature  Ihe  other  day,  by  a vote  of  265  to 
61.  The  Boston  Sentinel  remarks,  “whether  this 
doctrine  will  meet  the- concurrence  of  the  senate, 
remains  to  be  proved.”  What  next?  Is  black, 
black— or  white,  white? 

The  Ohio  river  is  now  open — it  broke  up  on 
Saturday  night  about  nine  o’clock.  On  Sunday 
evening,  several  boats,  with  full  freights  and  pas- 
sengers, arrived  from  Pittsburgh.  Yesterday  our 
wharf  presented  a scene  of  bustle  and  animation 
that  would  cheer  the  most  desponding  in  these 
times  of  pecuniary  embarrassment.  For  buoyancy 
of  spirit  and  enterprise,  under  all  circumstances, 
whether  adverse  or  prosperous,  give  ns  the  western 
steamboat  men  and  tile- forwarding  merchants. 

[ Wheeling  Times . 

Hops.  The  inspector  general  of  hops  in  the 
state  of  Massachusetts,  reports  the  inspection  the 
past  year,  of  3364  bags  of  hops  of  alt  sorts,  weigh- 
ing 623,648  lbs  and  valued  at  $33,418  88.  Since 
the  year  1806,  the  inspection  has  been  76.860  bags 
of  all  sorts,  weighing  16.467,182  lbs.  Valued  at 
(13  1-5  cts.  per  lb.)  $2,169,429  8.3.  The  inspect- 
or adds  that  hops  of  Massachusetts  inspection,  gen- 
erally brings,  in  the  market,  from  one  to  two  cents 
per  pound  more  than  those  of  the  inspection  of  any 
other  state.  Most,  if  not  aft,  orders  coming  from 
Europe,  or  elsewhere,  expressly  require  hops  of 
Massachusetts  inspection. 

Liabilities  of  those  who  take  newspapers.  The 
laws  declare  that  any  person  to  whom  a peri- 
odical is  sent  is  responsible  for  payment  if  he  re- 
ceives the  paper  or  makes  use  of  it,  if  he  has  never 
subscribed  for  it  or  has  ordered  it  to  be  stopped. 
His  duty  in  such  a case  is  not  to  take  the  paper 
from  the  office  or  person  with  whom  the  paper  is 
left,  or  to  notify  the  publisher  that  he  does  not  wish 
it. 

Ifpapers  are  sent  to  a post  office,  store,  or  tavern, 
or  other  place  of  deposite,  and  are  not  taken  by  the 
person  to  whom  they  are  sent,  the  postmaster, 
store,  or  tavern  keeper,  &c.,  is  responsible  until  he 
returns  the  paper  or  gives  notice  to  the  publisher 
that  they  are  lying  dead  in  the  office. 

Insurrection  at  Trinidad.  Extract  of  a letter 
dated  Trinidad  de  Cuba,  January  17,  received 
by  Messrs.  Toplilf,  of  the  Boston  JExchange 
reading  room,  per  brig  Adelaide,  at  that  port:  “It 

is  some  days  since  we  w’ere  in  great  consternation 
by  the  revolting  of  some  negrops,  who  set  fire  to 
two  plantations — -one,  Mr.  J.  W.  Baker’s — and 
killed  several  men.  They  set  fire  to  ail  his  houses, 
which,  being  fire  proof,  were  but  slighlly  injured; 
destroyed  his  steam  mill,  carts,  and  all  the  utensils. 
They" are  now  concealed  in  the  fiigh  mountains, 
about  100  in  number;  but  are  closely  pursued  by 
our  troops.  Mr.  Baker  had  a horse  shot  from  under 
him,  but  he  succeeded  in  arresting  several  of  the 
rebels.  The  destruction  is  now  over,  and  not  like- 
ly to  occur  again.” 

Captain  McLoon  states  that  when  he  left,  all  the 
American  merchants  in  the  place  were  puttingtheir 
property  on  board  the  shipping.  It  was  reported 
that  Mr.  Baker  had  lost  2, (TOO  hogsheads  molasses, 
and  had  all  his  standing  cane  destroyed,  and  that 
the  negroes  were  headed  by  a white  Spaniard. 
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flcj-i’he  hon.  George  M.  ICeim,  elected  a member 
of  congress  from  Pennsylvania,  to  supply  the  va- 
cancy occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Muh- 
lenberg, appeared,  was  qualified  and  took  his  seat 
on  Saturday  last. 

CC3“The  remains  of  the  lion.  Timothy  J.  Carter 
were  interred  o t Saturday  last,  after  the  usual  cere- 
monies in  the  hall  of  the  house  of  representatives. 
The  president  and  vice  president  of  the  United 
States,  tile  heads  of  departments,  the  members  of 
both  houses  of  congress,  and  a large  body  of  citi- 
zens and  strangers  attended  the  funeral. 

Overton  Carr,  esq  , doorkeeper  of  the  house 
of  representatives,  di  d on  the  19th  inst.  On 
Thursday  last  the  house  adjourned  at  4 o’clock  for 
the  purpose  of  attending  his  funeral.  Mr.  Carr 
was  an  old  and  faithful  servant,  and  was  warmly 
esteemed  by  a numerous  body  of  friends. 

Dr.  Nathaniel  Bowditch,  the  most  learned 
and  astute  mathematician  in  this  country,  died  in 
Boston  on  the  16th  inst.,  in  the  Goth  year  of  his 
age.  His  translation  of  the  /I Technique  Celeste , with 
annotations,  is  left  unfinished. 

The  hon.  John  M.  Patton,  of  (he  house  of 
representatives,  has  been  elected  a member  of  the 
executive  council  of  Virginia,  in  the  place  of  Mr. 
McFarland.  We  do  not  know  whether  Mr.  Pat- 
ton has  decided  to  accept  this  distinguished  mark 
ol  the  respect  and  confidence  of  his  native  state; 
but  we  express  the  common  sentiment  when  we 
say,  that  there  is  not  in  the  house  of  representa- 
tives a more  able  and  efficient  inerab  >r,  or  one 
whose  absence  will  be  more  deeply  felt  or  sincerely 
deplored. 

Mississippi.  The  Vicksburg  Sentinel  of  the  1st 
inst.  states  that  the  governor  has  ordered  a new 
election  for  two  members  of  congress,  to  serve  du- 
iing  the  remainder  of  the  25th  congress.  The 
election  lo  be  held  on  the  23d  and  24th  of  April. 
The  Gdlatin  S'ur  nominates  general  A.  G.  Brown 
of  Copia,  and  Roger  Barton  of  Marshall,  and  from 
this  it  is  inferred  by  1 he  Sentinel  that  Messrs.  Clai- 
borne and  Gholson,  are  withdrawn  from  the  course. 
Messrs.  Prentiss  and  Word  are  up  for  re-election. 

Tiie  Phosnix  Bank  investigation  clospd  on  Sa- 
turday last,  and  the  committee  have  returned  to 
Albany.  The  facts  disclosed  have  elicited  much 
comment,  and  form  a curious  chapter  in  the  history 
ot  modern  banking.  We  will  publish  the  report  of 
the  committee,  and  such  portions  of  the  testimony 
as  will  enable  our  readers  to  understand  the  whole 
matter. 

From  tiie  army — official.  Information  has 
been  received  at  the  wardepartment  from  Fort  Jupi- 
ter, Florida,  as  late  as  the  7th  March,  which  states 
that,  up  to  that  time,  more  than  three  hundred 
Indians  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  Seminole  ne- 
groes had  come  in.  Fiom  information  derived 
Iro  n them,  it  was  believed  lhat  Sam  Jones  and  his 
party  were  lying  concealed  on  the  islands  of  the 
Everglades.  Alligator  and  his  party  on  the  west 
ol  the  O-kee-cho-bee,  and  Co-a-co-o-chee,  with 
his  band  in  the  swamps  of  (he  St.  Lucie.  It  was 
also  reported  there,  that  many  of  the  Mickasukies 
were  making  their  way  in  small  parties  of  two, 
three,  and  four,  back  to  the  Wahoo  and  Withla- 
coochee.  It  is  evident  that  they  will  not  fight  again 
ifthey  can  avoid  if  ; their  sole  object  being  to  get 
out  ol  (lie  way  of  the  whites,  and  procure  the 
means  ol  ^subsistence.  It  is  believed  that  nearly  all 
their  cattle  have  been  destroyed,  and  most  of  their 
horses  captured.  Abraham  says  that  there  are  not 
more  than  fifteen  or  twenty  negroes  left  in  the  na- 
tion. 

In  order  to  search  the  Everglades,  and  if  possible 
to  find  and  dislodge  the  Indians  from  the  islands, 
six  companies  of  artillery  under  colonel  Bankhead 
have  been  sent  from  Indian  river  to  Key  Biscayne, 
where  they  are  to  take  boats  and  proceed  by  New 
river  into  thp  Everglades.  Major  Lauderdale,  with 
two  hundred  Tennesseeans,  and  a company  of  the 
3d  artillery,  under  lieutenan!§  Vnderson,  are  already 
on  New  river,  having  marched  from  Fort  Jupiter 
on  the  2d  instant.  Lieutenant  Powell,  of  the  navv, 
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is  to  co-operate  in  this  movement,  which  will  give 
colonel  Bankhead  a moving  force  of  nearly  six 
hundred  men.  [Globe. 

Letters  had  been  received  at  Charleston,  S.  C. 
which  state  that  Capt.  Higgins  and  William  Red 
ding,  ot  the  steamboat  Alabama,  while  on  a gunning 
excursion  on  the  5th  inst.  on  New  river,  about 
tw'enty  five  miles  north  of  Key  Biscayne,  were 
killed  by  a party  of  Indians.  Col.  Pierce  made  an 
attempt  to  discover  the  Indians,  but  laded  to  do  so. 

Extract  of  a letter  received  in  Savannah  from  an 
officer  of  the  army,  dated 

‘■Fort  Mellon,  (E.  F.)  Feb.  10,  1838. 

Report  says  that  Cooacoochhe  (Wild  Cat)  is 
now  on  an  island  in  the  most  extensive  lake  yet  dis- 
covered in  Florida.  ( Cheechoobee.)  It  is  so  distant 
from  the  shore  as  not  to  be  visible.  Here  he  has 
collected  his  women  and  children.  Two  hundred 
head  of  cattle  were  taken  on  the  28th  of  January  by 
the  army.  The  Indians  appear  determined  to  fight 
to  the  last:  so  the  war  is  no  nearer  its  termination, 
to  all  appearances,  than  when  it  first  begun.” 

Georgian. 

New  Hampshire.  Mr.  Hill  has  been  re-elected 
governor  of  this  state  by  a majority  of  two  or  three 
thousand  votes.  The  following  are  the  returns 
liom  185  towns: 

For  Isaac  Hill,  24396 

Jas.  Wilson,  jr.,  23287 
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The  result  in  the  legislature  is  doubtful — but 
it  is  said  that  the  senate  will  be  administration, 
by  a majority  of  two  or  three,  and  that  the  lower 
house  will  be  comprised  of  a majority  of  vvhigs. 
We  will  give  the  particulars  in  our  next. 

Gen.  Scott,  who  was  confined  at  Albany  for 
several  days,  by  indisposition,  produced  by  fatigue 
and  exposure,  arrived  at  New  York  on  Wednesday 
last  on  his  way  to  Washington.  The  whole  Irontier 
was  q ii i t and  no  danger  was  apprehended  ol  a re- 
newal of  hostilities  by  the  patriots. 

The  following  resolution,  introduced  by  the  hon. 
J.  McDonell,  has  passed  the  senate  of  Michigan. 
It  is  a just  and  well  deserved  compliment. 

Resolved,  by  the  senate  of  Michigan,  that  the  vi- 
gilant and  energetic  conduct  of  majorgeneral  Scott, 
of  the  United  States  army,  in  sustaining  the  neu- 
trality of  the  United  States,  and  pieserving  the 
peace  of  the  northern  and  northwestern  Irontier  is 
deserving  of  the  highest  approbation;  and  that  how- 
ever the  people  of  Michigan  may  sympathise  with 
those  struggling  for  the  advancement  of  human  li- 
berty, yet  the  supremacy  of  the  laws  of  the  union, 
and  the  preservation  of  the  faith  of  treaties  is  by 
them  esteemed  a paramount  duty. 


FOREIGN  NEWS. 

Late  from  England.  The  packet  ship  Ros- 
coe,  captain  Delano,  has  arrived  Irom  Liverpool 
bringing  London  papers  to  the  23d  and  Liverpool 
papers  to  the  24th  of  February. 

The  abandonment  of  Navy  Island  has  led  the 
British  public  to  suppose  the  Canada  war  at  an 
end,  and  the  newspapers  are  discussing  other 
topics. 

The  common  council  of  London  have  passed 
resolutions  conferring  the  freedom  of  the  city  of 
London  on  the  American  minister,  Mr.  Stevenson. 

Mr.  Grote’s  motion  for  the  ballot  in  the  house  ol 
commons,  received  200  votes  against  3 17.  Of  the 
two  hundred  votes  for  the  ballot,  only  one  was 
given  by  a tory,  sir  George  Sinclair ; the  rest  were 
of  the  party  who  support  the  present  government. 
Among  the  317  votes  against  the  ballot,  there  were 
not  more  than  63  whigs,  of  whom  18  were  mem- 
bers of  the  government,  and  of  the  remainder  half 
a dozen  nave  been  by  no  means  unilorm  supporters 
of  the  administration. 

Thus  it  appears  that  the  British  ministry  are 
backed  in  their  resistance  to  the  ballot  by  only 
about  45  or  39  of  their  own  party,  and  lord  John 
Russell  is  voting  and  speaking  against  four-filths  of 
his  own  supporters.  The  party  in  favor  of  the 
ballot  in  England  is  an  increasing  one. 


In  the  house  of  commons  on  February  the  20th, 
Mr.  Hume  moved  lor  “copies  of  all  the  letters  be- 
tween Mr.  Hume,  Mr.  Roebuck,  and  any  other 
members  of  parliament  with  M.  Papineau,  Mr. 
Mackenzie,  Dr.  Duncombe,  and  any  other  indivi- 
duals who  have  held  public  situations  inthepiovin- 
evs  of  Upper  and  Lower  Canada,  which  have  been 
seized  in  those  provinces  or  otherwise  come  into 
the  possession  of  government. 

SirG.  Grey  said  that  no  such  papers  were  in  the 
hands  ol  the  government,  and  no  return  could  be 
made.  Mr.  Hume  replied  that  journals  supposed 
(o  be  in  the  confidence  of  the  government  had  spo- 
ken of  such  papeis,  that  these  statements  had  led 
to  erroneous  impressions,  that  he  felt  it  due  to  him- 
self to  make  such  a motion,  and  that  if  any  corres- 
pondence was  intercepted  with  his  name  to  it  he 
was  anxious  that  it  should  be  produced.  Sir  G. 
Gray  again  said  that  the  return  must  be  nil,  but 
Mr.  Hume  pressed  the  motion  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

In  the  house  of  lords  on  the  22d  of  February," 
lord  Brougham  said  he  held  in  his  hand  a petition, 
which  gave  him  very  great  pleasure  and  some  pride’ 
to  present,  signed  by  between  5,000  and  6,000  (and 
might  have  been  signed  by  50,000  or  60,000  if  lime 
had  beengiven,)  chiefly  ol  the  principal  merchants 
of  the  town  and  port  of  Liverpool  against  negro 
slavery,  or  in  other  words  the  apprentice  system. 
When  he  recollected  that  the  merchants  of  that 
town  appeared  as  petitioners  at  their  lordship’s  bar 
against  regulating  the  space  between  decks  of  the 
slave  trader,  on  the  ground  that  such  regulation 
would  ruin  them,  and  afterwards  heard  aMhe  bar 
against  abolishing  the  trade  of  negro  slavery,  on 
the  ground  that  such  abolition  would  ruin  them,  it 
was  most  delightful  to  find  that  their  views  had  so 
altered,  and  their  minds  become  now  so  enlighten- 
ed as  to  cause  them  to  approach  their  lordships 
with  one  voice,  without  a dissentient  voice,  pray- 
ing the  house  to  put  an  entire  end  to  slavery. 

(hear.)— The  noble  and  learned  lord  then  gave  no- 
tice that  he  should  move  for  a copy  of  any  des- 
patch which  had  been  sent  o it  to  the  governor  of 
Guiena  touching  an  act  which  goes  to  revive  the 
slave  trade  on  a large  scale,  and  the  order  in  coun- 
cil issued  by  her  majesty  on  the  5th  of  July;  and 
named  Friday  week  for  his  taking  the  sense  of  the 
house  on  the  issue  and  expediency  of  recalling  that 
order.  ~ 

Rochdale  flannel  market.  Monday.  We  have  to 
report  the  same  monotonous  state  of  this  market  as 
we  have  had  occasion  to  do  for  the  last  few  weeks 
viz:  not  much  doing,  with  prices  stationary,  and  no 
immediate  prospect  of  amendment.  In  the  wool 
trade  little  passing  different  from  last  week,  except 
the  turn  perhaps  in  favor  of  the  purchaser. 

France.  London , Feb.  23.  The  Paris  papers  of 
Wednesday  have  reached  us  by  our  usual  express. 
Their  principal  contents  relate  to  the  financial  and 
commercial  changes  which  are  at  this  moment  in 
agitation  (if  not  in  contemplation)  before  the 
French  chambers,  namely,  the  augmentation  of 
the  duties  on  hempen  and  flaxen  yarn. 

The  French  commercial  men  now  seek  to  ruin 
our  distilleries,  by  offering  to  make  it  a condition 
that  the  duties  on  linen  yarn  shall  not  be  increased 
provided  ourgovernment  will  consent  to  reduce  the 
present  duties  on  brandy. 

The  responsible  editor  of  La  Mode,  a Carlist 
journal,  was  sentenced  on  Tuesday  to  pay  a fine  of 
4,000  francs,  and  to  be  imprisoned  for  six  months, 
for  having  personally  attacked  the  king  in  that 
print. 

Spain.  Cadiz  papers  of  the  9th  of  February, 
state  that  the  captain  general  had  received  a des- 
patch from  the  captain  general  of  Andaluzia,  con- 
firming the  complete  route  of  the  faction  between 
Beaza  and  Ubeda.and  requesting  the  commandant  of 
Cadiz  to  forward  a duplicate  of  the  despatches  to 
the  governor  of  Gibraltar.  The  despatch  states 
that  more  than  3,000  prisoners  were  taken,  besides 
a great  quantity  of  arms,  ammunition  and  other  ef- 
fects. 

The  intelligence  from  Madrid  comes  down  to  the 
12th  of  February.  The  Carlist  chief  Jaba,  who 
arrived  in  the  district  of  Pena  Aguilera,  near  Tole- 
do, in  the  middle  of  January,  with  thirteen  men, 
found  himself  in  three  weeks  at  the  head  of  one’ 
thousand.  A despatch  from  general  Sanz  states 
that  on  the  5th  of  February  he  attacked  the  united 
■ bands  ol  Barilla,  Tallada  and  Patillos,  with  success. 
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KENTUCKY  RESOLUTIONS. 

Joint  resolutions  in  relation  to  the  currency,  and  the 

the  administration  of  the  general  government. 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  general  assembly  of  the 
commonwealth  of  Kentucky  have  seen  with  deep 
regret  the  derangement  in  the  currency  and  do- 
mestic exchanges,  the  general  prostration,  of  the 
commercial  and  manufacturing  business,  the  reduc- 
tion in  the  price  of  agricultural  products  of  the 
people  of  this  state,  in  common  with  the  people  of 
the  United  States,  which  occurred  on  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  banks  to  pay  specie  during  the  last 
spring,  and  which  still  continues,  to  the  great  dis- 
tress of  the  country. 

2.  Resolved,  That  this  deplorable  state  of  things 
has  been,  in  the  opinion  of  this  general  assembly, 
mainly  produced  by  improvident,  rash,  and  arbitra- 
ry acts  and  proceedings  of  the  executive  branch  of 
the  federal  government,  commencing  with  the  veto 
of  the  bill  to  recharter  the  late  bank  of  the  United 
States,  followed  by  the  removal  of  the  deposites  of 
the  public  money,  contrary  to  law,  from  its  assign- 
ed custody,  and  terminating  in  the  treasury  order, 
exacting  specie  in  all  payments  for  the  public 
lands,  which  was  issued  not  only  without  constitu- 
tional or  legal  authority,  but  in  disregard  of  the 
known  opinion  of  the  legislative  branch  of  the 
general  government. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  general  assembly  have 
seen  wfth  surprise  and  regret  that  the  present  exe- 
cutive of  the  United  States,  instead  of  manifesting 
becoming  sympathy  with  a suffering  people,  and 
recommending  measures  to  relieve  them,  and  res- 
tore that  prosperity  of  which  they  have  been  wan- 
tonly deprived  by  the  administration  of  his  prede- 
cessor and  himself,  has  exhibited,  in  his  late  mes- 
sages to  congress,  a cold  indifference  to  the  lamen- 
table condition  of  the  country,  and  a solicitude 
only  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  treasury,  and  to 
protect  the  interests  of  the  official  corps. 

4 .Resolved,  That  the  system  of  sub-treasuries, 
roposed  by  the  president  of  the  United  States,  is  a 
angerous  innovation,  tending 'to  augment  the  ex- 
ecutive power  to  an  alarming  extent,  to  the  engross- 
ment by  the  executive  of  the  United  States,  of  ail 
the  paper  emissions;  to  place  in  its  possession,  or 
under  its  control,  a great  portion  of  the  specie  of 
the  country;  to  abuse,  waste,  and  curruption;  and, 
finally,  to  the  consummation  of  that  perilous  union 
of  the  purse  and  sword  in  the  hands  and  under  the 
power  of  one  man,  at  the  imminent  hazard  of  the 
purity  and  the  very  existence  of  our  free  institu- 
tions. 

5.  Resolved,  That  the  people  and  their  govern- 
ment are  one  and  indivisible,  and  that  any  attempt 
to  separate  them,  in  interests,  in  currency,  or  in 
fortune,  can  only  proceed  from  insensibility  or  in- 
fidelity to  the  duties  of  the  relation  in  which  they 
stand  to  each  other. 

6.  Resolved,  That  the  general  assembly  have 
seen,  with  great  satisfaction,  that  a measure  fraught 
with  such  fatal  danger  as  the  experiment  of  sub- 
treasuries,  was  defeated  at  the  late  session  of  con- 
gress by  the  vote  of  the  immediate  representatives 
of  the  people;  and  protesting,  as  the  general  assem- 
bly now  do,  solemnly  against  it  if  it  shall  again  be 
proposed,  they  request  their  senators  and  represen- 
tatives <A’  the  state  of  Kentucky,  in  congress,  to 
continue  to  oppose  its  adoption  with  the  utmost  of 
their  zeal  and  ability. 

7.  Resolved,  That  the  general  assembly  have 
seen  with  painful  regret  that  the  executive  of  the 
United  States,  profiting  neither  by  his  own  expe- 
rience nor  that  of  his  predecessors,  appears  resolv- 
ed to  persevere  in  a series  of  experiments  and  un- 
tried expedients,  fatal  to  the  prosperity  and  danger- 
ous to  the  liberties  of  the  people. 

8.  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  general 
government  to  secure  a general  medium  of  circula- 
tion, of  uniform  value,  throughout  the  United 
States;  and  that  the  state  of  Kentucky  has  a deep 
interest  in  the  faithful  performance  of  that  duty. 

9.  Resolved,  That  all  experience  has  attested 
that  the  agency  of  a well-regulated  bank  of  the 
United  States,  administered  by  a corporation  blend- 
ing public  and  private  interests,  and  under  public  and 
private  control,  is  best  adapted  to  furnish  and 
maintain  a sound  currency,  to  facilitate  and  render 
uniform  domestic  exchanges,  and  to  inspire  general 
confidence. 

10.  Resolved,  That  the  administration  of  the  gen- 
eral government,  of  late  years, has  been  characteriz- 
ed by  wasteful  extravagance,  insomuch  that  the 
expenditures  of  the  government  have  risen  in  the 
short  space  of  eight  years,  from  about  thirteen  mil- 
lions to  the  enormous  sum  of  thirty-two  millions  of 
dollars. 

11.  Resolved,  That  the  general  assembly  have 
beheld  with  surprise  and  just  alarm  the  abuse,  en- 
croachments, and  usurpations  of  the  executive  de- 
partment of  the  general  government,  since  the  elec- 


tion of  the  late  president  of  the  United  States,  in 
the  universal  proscription  of  all  who  do  not  con- 
form to  the  creed  of  the  dominent  party;  in  a new 
and  fearful  version  of  the  power  of  dismission  from 
office;  in  the  illegal  and  arbitrary  removal  of  the 
public  deposites;  in  the  suppression  of  bills  which 
had  passed  both  houses  of  congress,  thereby  pre- 
venting the  exercise  of  the  constitutional  check 
upon  the  veto  power;  in  the  promulgation  of  an 
edict,  by  which  an  unconstitutional  discrimination 
was  made  between  payments  by  a common  people 
into  the  public  treasury,  and  finally  in  procuring, 
through  its  influence  and  partisans,  the  violation  of 
a public  record,  the  common  property  of  the  pre- 
sent generation  and  of  posterity,  the  faithful  pre- 
servation of  which  was  solemnly  enjoined  by  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States. 

12.  Resolved,  That  the  executive  department  of 
the  general  government  ought  to  be  subjected  to 
just  restraints,  and  brought  back  to  its  constitution- 
al limist;  that  economy,  retrenchment,  and  reduc- 
tion in  the  expenditure  of  the  public  treasure  should 
be  enforced,  and  that  every  consideration  of  safety, 
of  interest,  and  pride  of  national  character,  demands 
a thorough  reform  in  the  administration  of  the  gen- 
eral government. 

13.  Resolved,  That  the  governor  of  this  common- 
wealth be  requested  to  transmit  a copy  of  the  pre- 
ceding resolutions  to  each  of  the  governors  of  the 
several  states  of  the  union,  with  a request  to  lay 
them  before  the  legislatures  of  their  respective 
state;  and  also  a copy  to  each  of  the  senators  and 
representatives  of  the  state  of  Kentucky  in  the  con- 
gress of  the  United  Stales,  to  be  laid  before  the 
respective  houses. 

ROBERT  P.  LETCHER, 
Speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives. 

CHARLES  A.  WICKLIFFE, 
Speaker  of  the  senate. 

Approved,  January  27,  1838. 

JAMES  CLARK. 

Ry  the  governor: 

Jamet  M.  Bullock,  Secretary  of  stale. 

Resolutions  concerning  the  iron  and  coal  trade. 

1.  Resolved  by  the  general  assembly  of  the  common- 
wealth of  Kentucky,  That  the  town  of  Greenups- 
burg,  in  Greenup  county,  Kentucky,  is  a suitable 
and  proper  position  for  a national  foundry;  and 
that  there  are  many  advantages  united  at  that 
point,  peculiar  to  the  place  and  its  localities,  as  a 
site  for  national  purposes,  not  to  be  found  in  con- 
nexion with  any  position  elsewhere  in  the  western 
states. 

2.  Resolved,  That  many  of  the  locks  and  dams 
now  being  erected  on  the  Kentucky,  Licking,  and 
Green  rivers,  as  parts  and  portions  of  the  system 
of  internal  improvements  adopted  by  the  state, 
would,  in  the  opinion  of  the  general  assembly,  be 
suitable  and  convenient  positions  for  a national 
foundry. 

3.  Resolved,  as  the  opinion  of  the  general  assem- 
bly, That  the  general  government  ought  to  cause 
the  positions  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  resolutions 
to  be  examined  by  competent  agents  and  engineers 
before  any  position  is  selected  by  congress  as  the 
site  of  a national  foundry  on  the  western  waters. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  senators  and  representa- 
tives in  congress  from  the  state  of  Kentucky  be  re- 
quested to  lay  copies  of  the  foregoing  report  and 
resolutions  before  the  houses  of  which  they  are 
members  respectively,  and  before  the  president  of 
the  United  States  and  heads  of  departments,  and  to 
use  their  influence  at  such  time,  and  in  such  man- 
ner, as  they  may  deem  most  proper  to  carry  the 
same  into  full  effect. 

5.  Resolved,  That  the  governor  be  requested  to 

forward  copies  of  the  foregoing  resolutions  to  each 
of  the  senators  and  members  of  congress  from  thi3 
state.  ROBERT  P.  LETCHER, 

Speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives. 
CHARLES  A.  WICKLIFFE, 
Speaker  of  the  senate. 

Approved,  Feb.  16,1838.  JAMES  CLARK. 

By  the  governor'. 

James  M.  Bullock,  Secretary  of  state. 

THE  NEUTRALITY  BILL. 

The  following  is  the  “neutrality  bill”  as  if  was 
passed  on  the  10th  inst.  The  Globe  says  it  was 
approved  by  the  president  on  the  same  day,  and  in- 
structions immediately  forwarded  from  the  depart- 
ments to  the  civil  and  military  officers  on  the  Cana- 
da frontier,  to  enforce  the  execution  of  it  by  all  the 
means  in  their  power.  It  is  expected  that  our 
fellow  citizens  in  that  part  of  the  country  will, 
at  once,  submit  to  the  law,  and  return  peaceably 
to  their  homes. 

An  act  supplementary  to  an  act  entitled  “An  act 

in  addition  to  the  act  for  the  punishment  of  cer- 


tain crimes  against  the  United  States,  and  to 

repeal  the  acts  therein  mentioned,”  approved 

twentieth  of  April,  eighteen  hundred  and  eigh- 
teen. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  represen- 
tatives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  congress 
assembled,  That  the  several  collectors,  naval  offi- 
cers, surveyors,  inspectors  of  customs,  the  marshals, 
and  deputy  marshals  of  the  United  States,  and  every 
other  officer  who  may  be  specially  empowered  for 
the  purpose  by  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby  respectively  authoriz- 
ed and  required  to  seize  and  detain  any  vessel  or 
any  arms  or  munitions  of  war  which  may  be  pro- 
vided or  prepared  for  any  military  expedition  or 
enterprise  against  the  territory  or  dominions  of  any 
foreign  prince  or  state,  or  of  any  colony,  district 
or  people  conterminous  with  the  United  States,  and 
with  whom  they  are  at  peace,  contrary  to  the  sixth 
section  of  the  act  passed  on  the  twentieth  of  April, 
eighteen  hundred  and  eighteen,  entitled  “An  act 
in  addition  to  the  act  for  the  punishment  of  certain 
crimes  against  the  United  States,  and  to  repeal  the 
acts  therein  mentioned,”  and  retain  possession  of 
the  same  until  the  decision  of  the  president  be  had 
thereon,  or  until  the  same  shall  be  released  as  here- 
inafter directed. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  seve- 
ral officers  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  section  shall 
be,  and  they  are  hereby  respectively  authorized 
and  required  to  seize  any  vessel  or  vehicle,  and  all 
arms  or  munitions  of  war,  about  to  pass  the  fron- 
tier of  the  United  States  for  any  place  within  any 
foreign  state  or  colony,  conterminous  with  the 
United  States,  where  the  character  of  the  vessel  or 
vehicle,  and  the  quantity  of  arms  and  munitions,  or 
other  circumstances  shall  furnish  probable  cause 
to  believe  that  the  said  vessel  or  vehicle,  arms,  or 
munitions  of  war  are  intended  to  be  employed  by 
the  owner  or  owners  thereof,  or  any  other  person 
or  persons,  with  his  or  their  privity,  in  carrying  on 
any  military  expedition  or  operations  within  the 
territory  or  dominions  of  any  foreign  prince  or 
state,  or  any  colony,  district,  or  people  contermi- 
nous with  the  United  States,  and  with  whom  the 
United  States  are  at  peace,  and  detain  the  same 
until  the  decision  of  the  president  be  had  for  the 
restoration  of  the  same,  or  until  such  property 
shall  be  discharged  by  the  judgment  of  a court  of 
competent  jurisdiction:  Provided , that  nothing  in 
this  act  contained  be  so  construed  as  to  extend  to, 
or  interfere  with  any  trade  in  arms  or  munitions  of 
war,  conducted  in  vessels  by  sea  with  any  port  or 
place  whatsoever,  or  with  any  other  trade  which 
might  have  been  lawfully  carried  on  before  the 
passage  of  1 his  .act,  under  the  law  of  nations  and 
the  provisions  of  the  act  hereby  amended. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  officer  making  any  seizure  under 
this  act,  to  make  application,  with  due  diligence, 
to  the  district  judge  of  the  district  court  of  the  United 
States  within  which  such  seizure  may  be  made, 
for  a warrant  to  justify  the  detention  of  the  pro- 
perty so  seized;  which  warrant  shall  be  granted 
on  oath  or  affirmation,  showing  that  there  is  pro- 
bable cause  to  believe  that  the  property  so  seized 
is  intended  to  be  used  in  a manner  contrary  to  the 
provisions  of  this  act;  and  if  said  judge  shall  refuse 
to  issue  such  warrant,  or  application  therefor  shall 
not  be  made  by  the  officer  making  such  seizure 
within  a reasonable  time,  not  exceeding  ten  days 
thereafter,  the  said  property  shall  forthwith  be  re- 
stored to  the  owner.  But  if  the  said  judge  shall  be 
satisfied  that  the  seizure  was  justified  under  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  and  issue  his  warrant  accord- 
ingly, then  the  same  shall  be  detained  by  the  officer 
so  seizing  said  property,  until  the  president  shall 
order  it  to  be  restored  to  the  owner  or  claimant, 
or  until  it  shall  be  discharged  in  due  course  ol  law, 
on  the  petition  of  the  claimant,  as  hereinafter  pro- 
vided. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
owner  or  claimant  of  any  property  seized  under 
this  act,  may  file  his  petition  in  the  circuit  or  dis- 
trict court  of  the  United  States  in  the  district  where 
such  seizure  was  made,  setting  forth  the  facts  in 
the  case,  and  thereupon  such  court  shall  proceed, 
with  all  convenient  despatch,  after  causing  due  no- 
tice to  be  given  to  the  district  attorney  and  officer 
making  suph  seizure,  to  decide  upon  the  said  case, 
and  ordep  restoration  of  the  property,  unless  it  shall 
appear  that  the  seizure  was  authorized  by  this  act: 
and  the  circuit  and  district  courts  shall  have  juris- 
diction, and  are  hereby  vested  with  full  pow'er  and 
authority,  to  try  and  determine  all  cases  which  may 
arise  under  this  act,  and  all  issues  in  fact  arising 
under  it,  shall  be  decided  by  a jury  in  the  manner 
nowr  provided  by  law. 

Sec.  5.  And  'be  it  further  enacted,  That  when- 
ever the  officer  making  any  seizure  under  this  act 
shall  have  applied  for  and  obtained  a warrant  for 
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the  detention  of  the  property,  or  the  claimant  shall 
have  filed  a petition  for  its  restoration,  and  failed 
to  obtain  it,  and  the  property  so  seized  shall  have 
been  in  the  custody  of  the  officer  for  the  term  of 
three  calendar  months  from  the  date  of  such 
seizure,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  claimant 
or  owner  to  file  with  the  officer  a bond  to  the 
amount  of  double  the  value  of  the  property  so  seiz- 
ed and  detained,  with  at  least  two  sureties,  to  be 
approved  by  the  judge  of  the  circuit  or  district 
court,  with  a condition  that  the  property  when  re- 
stored, shall  not  be  used  or  employed  by  the  owner 
or  owners  thereof,  or  by  any  other  person  or  per- 
sons with  his  or  their  privity,  in  carrying  on  any 
military  expedition  or  operations  within  the  terri- 
tory or  dominions  of  any  foreign  prince  or  state, 
or  any  colony,  district,  or  people,  conterminous 
with  the  United  States,  with  whom  the  United 
States  are  at  peace;  and  thereupon  the  said  officer 
shall  restore  such  property  to  the  owner  or  claimant 
thus  giving  bond:  Provided,  That  such  restoration 
shall  not  prevent  seizure  from  being  again  made, 
in  ca3e  there  may  exist  fresh  cause  to  apprehend 
a new  violation  of  any  of  the  provisions  of  this 
act. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every 
person  apprehended  and  committed  for  trial,  for 
any  otfence  against  the  act  hereby  amended,  shall, 
when  admitted  to  bail  for  his  appearance,  give 
such  additional  security  as  the  judge  admitting  him 
to  bail  may  require,  not  to  violate,  nor  to  aid  in 
violating,  any  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  hereby 
amended. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  whenever 
the  president  of  the  United  States  shall  have  reason 
to  believe  that  the  provisions  of  this  act  have  been, 
or  are  likely  to  be  violated,  that  offences  have  been, 
or  are  likely  to  be,  committed  against  the  provisions 
of  the  act  hereby  amended,  within  any  judicial  dis- 
trict, it  shall  be  lawful  lor  him,  in  his  discretion,  to 
direct  the  judge,  marshal,  and  district  attorney,  of 
such  district,  to  attend  at  such  place  within  the  dis- 
trict, and  lor  such  a time,  as  he  may  designate,  tor 
the  purpose  of  the  more  speedy  and  convenient  ar- 
rest and  examination  of  persons  charged  with  the 
violation  of  the  act  hereby  amended;  and  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  every  such  judge,  or  other  officer,  when 
any  such  requisition  shall  be  received  by  him,  to. 
attend  at  the  place  and  lor  the  time  therein  desig- 
nated. 

Sec.  S.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  president  of  the  United  States,  or 
such  person  as  he  may  empower  for  that  purpose, 
to  employ  such  part  of  the  land  or  naval  forces  of 
the  United  States,  or  of  the  militia,  as  shall  be  ne- 
cessary to  prevent  the  violation,  and  to  enforce  the 
due  execution,  of  this  act,  and  the  act  hereby 
amended. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  this  act, 
shall  continue  in  force  for  the  period  of  two  years, 
and  no  longer. 

JAMES  K.  POLK, 

Speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives. 

RH.  M.  JOHNSON, 

Vice  president  of  the  United  States,  and 
President  of  the  senate. 

Approved,  March  10 th,  1838. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 

THE  FREEDOM  OF  ELECTIONS. 

The  following  is  a copy  of  the  bill  introduced  in 
the  house  of  representatives,  on  the  5th  of  this 
month,  by  Mr.  Bell,  of  Tennessee,  and  now  de- 
pending in  that  body: 

A bitt  to  secure  the  freedom  of  elections. 

M hereas  complaints  are  made  that  officers  of  the 
United  States,  or  persons  holding  offices  or  employ- 
ments under  the  authority  of  the  same,  other  than 
the  heads  of  the  chief  executive  departments,  or 
such  officers  as  stand  in  the  relation  of  constitution- 
al advisers  of  the  president,  have  been  removed 
from  office,  or  dismissed  from  their  employment, 
upon  political  grounds,  or  for  opinion’s  sake  ; and 
whereas  such  a practice  is  manifestly  a violation  of 
the  freedom  of  elections,  an  attack  upon  the  public 
liberty,  and  a high  misdemeanor:  and 

Whereas  complaints  are  also  made  that  officers  of 
the  United  States,  or  persons  holding  offices  or  em- 
ployments under  the  authority  of  the  same,  are  in 
the  habit  of  intermeddling  in  elections,  both  state 
and  federal,  otherwise  than  by  giving  their  votes  : 
and  whereas  such  a practice  is  a violation  of  the 
freedom  of  elections,  and  a gross  abuse,  which 
ought  to  be  discountenanced  by  the  appointing 
power,  and  prohibited  by  law  : and 

Whereas  complaints  are  also  made  that,  pending 
the  late  election  of  president  and  vice  president  of 
the  United  States,  offices  and  employments  were 
distributed  and  conferred,  in  many  instances,  under 
circumstances  alFording  a strong  presumption  of 
corruption,  or  that  they  were  conferred  as  the  in- 


ducements to,  or  the  reward  of,  influence  employed 
or  to  be  employed  in  said  election  ; and  whereas 
such  a practice  in  the  administration  of  the  patron- 
age of  the  government  will  speedily  destroy  the  pu- 
rity and  freedom  of  the  elective  franchise,  and  un- 
dermine the  free  system  of  government  now  hap- 
pily established  in  these  United  States:  therefore, 
to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  any  practices  which 
may  give  rise  to  similar  complaints  in  future, 

Be  it  enacted,  SfC.  That,  from  and  after  the  first 
day  of  July  next,  no  officer,  agent,  or  contractor,  or 
other  person  holding  any  office  or  employment  of 
trust  or  profit  under  the  constitution  and  laws  of 
the  United  States,  shall,  by  the  contribution  of  mo- 
ney or  other  valuable  thing,  or  by  the  use  of  the 
franking  privilege,  or  the  abuse  of  any  other  official 
privilege  or  function,  or  by  threats  and  menaces,  or 
in  any  other  manner,  intermeddle  with  the  election 
of  any  member  or  members  of  either  house  of  con- 
gress, or  of  the  president  or  vice  president  of  the 
United  States,  or  of  the  governor  or  other  officer  of 
any  state,  or  of  any  member  or  members  of  the  le- 
gislature of  any  state  ; and  every  such  officer  or 
other  person  offending  therein  shall  be  field  to  be 
guilty  of  a high  misdemeanor;  and,  upon  convic- 
tion in  any  court  of  the  United  States  having  juris- 
diction thereof,  shall  pay  a fine  not  exceeding  one 
thousand  dollars  ; and  any  officer  other  than  the 
president,  vice  president,  and  judges  of  the  courts 
of  the  United  States,  so  convicted,  shall  be  there- 
upon removed  from  office,  and  shall  be  ever  after 
incapable  of  holding  any  office  or  place  of  trust  un- 
der the  authority  of  the  United  States:  provided, 
that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  so  construed 
as  to  interfere  with  the  right  of  suffrage,  as  secured 
by  the  constitution  : and  provided,  farther,  that  no- 
thing herein  contained  shall  so  operate  as  to  pre- 
vent the  president,  or  the  head  of  any  department 
who  is  vested  by  law'  with  the  power  of  appointing 
inferior  officers,  from  removing  from  office,  at  any 
time,  any  incumbent  who  the  president  or  the  head 
of  a department,  as  the  case  may  be,  shall  be  satis- 
fied has  intermeddled  in  any  election,  state  or  fed- 
eral. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of  July  next,  no  officer  who,  by 
the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States,  is 
authorized  to  appoint,  or  nominate  and  appoint,  an)' 
officer  or  agent  of  the  government,  shall,  by  him- 
self, or  by  any  other  person  or  persons  in  iiis  be- 
half, give  or  procure  to  be  given,  or  promise  to  give 
or  procure  to  be  given,  any  office,  place,  or  employ- 
ment to  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  with  in- 
tent tp  corrupt  or  bribe  him  or  them,  or  upon  agree- 
ment that  such  person  or  persons  to  whom,  or  for 
whose  use,  or  on  whose  behalf  such  gift  or  pro- 
mise shall  be  made,  shall  exert  his  or  their  influ- 
ence in  any  election,  or  by  himself  or  themselves, 
or  by  any  other  person  or  persons,  at  his  ortbeir  so- 
licitation, endeavor  to  secure  the  election  of  any 
person  or  persons  to  represent  any  state,  or  any  dis- 
trict in  any  state,  in  congress,  or  of  any  person  to 
be  president  or  vice  president  of  the  United  States, 
or  of  any  person  to  be  governor  or  other  officer  of  any 
state,  or  of  any  person  or  persons  to  be  a member  or 
members  of  the  legislature  of  any  state;  and  every 
such  officer  offending  therein  shall  be  held  guilty  of  a 
high  misdemeanor,  and,  upon  conviction  in  any 
court  of  the  United  States  having  jurisdiction  there- 
of, shall  pay  a fine  not  exceeding  five  thousand  dol- 
lars; and  any  officer,  other  than  the  president  or 
the  judges  of  the  courts  of  the  United  Strtes,  so 
convicted,  shall  be  thereupon  removed  from  office, 
and  shall  be  incapable  ever  after  of  holding  any  of- 
fice or  place  of  trust  under  the  authority  of  the  Uni- 
ted States;  and  every  person  who  shall  receive  or 
accept,  by  himself,  or  by  any  other  person  or  per- 
sons, in  trust,  for  or  in  behalf  of  such  person,  any 
office,  place,  or  employment,  with  the  intent  afore- 
said, shall  be  held  to  be  guilty  of  a misdemeanor, 
and,  upon  conviction  in  any  court  of  the  United 
States  having  jurisdiction  thereof,  shall  pay  a fine 
not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars,  be  removed  or 
dismissed  from  such  office,  place,  or  employment, 
and  shall  be  incapable  ever  after  of  holding  any  of- 
fice or  place  of  trust  under  the  authority  of  the 
United  States. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  seve- 
ral fines  imposed  by  this  act  shall,  when  collected, 
be  paid  into  the  treasury,  as  other  moneys  belong- 
ing to  the  United  States. 

FLORIDA  WAR. 

The  following,  among  other,  papers  relating  to 
the  war  in  Florida,  were  transmitted  to  the  house 
of  representatives  on  Monday  the  12th  inst. 

Head  Quarters,  Army  of  the  South , 

Fort  Jupiter,  Feb.  11,  1838. 

Sir:  I reported  to  the  adjutant  general  on  the  9th 
inst.  the  operations  of  this  division  of  the  army 
south  of  this  post  to  that  date,  and  the  arrangement 


which  I had  entered  into  with  the  chiefs  Tuskee- 
gee  and  Hallek  Hago.  The  arrangement  is,  that 
they  are  to  come  in  with  their  families  and  people, 
and  are  to  await  the  decision  of  the  president 
whether  they  shall  remain  in  the  country  or  not. 
I promised  to  recommend  that  they  be  permitted  to 
remain,  and  that  a portion  of  this  territory  be  as- 
signed to  them  as  their  residence. 

"Before  presenting  my  views  on  that  subject,  and 
redeeming  my  pledge  to  the  Indians,  it  may  be  pro- 
per for  me  to  state  my  own  position  in  regard  to 
the  question  of  emigration,  so  that  in  what  I shall 
say  in  relation  to  the  Seminoles,  rny  views  in  re- 
gard to  the  general  principle  may  not  be  mistaken. 
Believing,  as  I do,  that  the  Indians  cannot,  under 
our  constitution,  have  a separate  political  existence 
within  an  independent  state  of  this  union,  without 
the  consent  of  the  state,  1 believe  that  it  is  due  to 
the  slates  in  which  they  are  congregated  in  large 
bodies,  to  remove  them  whenever  they  are  pressed 
upon  by  the  white  population,  and  their  lands  be- 
come necessary  to  the  agricultural  wants  of  the 
community.  And  I hold  that  congress,  and  not  the 
Indians,  are  to  determine  the  proper  time  for  their 
removal.  We,  in  Our  federal  capacity,  owe  the  In- 
dians protection  ; not  (hat  protection  secured  to  our 
own  citizens  by  the  equal  operation  of  our  laws,  for 
that,  in  their  condition,  would  be  merely  nominal 
protection  ; but  we  owe  them,  in  their  individual 
and  collective  capacity,  that  protection  which  the 
parent  owes  to  the  child,  or  the  guardian  to  the 
ward  ; and  to  secure  them  that  protection,  we  must 
place  them  beyond  the  operation  of  state  laws. 
With  the  fullest  conviction,  therefore,  not  only  of 
the  policy,  but  of  the  justice  and  humanity  of  the 
measure,  I am  in  favor  of  their  entire  emigration; 
and  I have  supported  that  policy  under  four  succes- 
sive administrations.  But  I believe  we  should  not 
apply  the  principle  until  the  white  population  are 
in  contact  with,  or  intermingled  among  them.  The 
state  of  things  at  which  I consider  their  removal 
imperative,  actually  existed  when  the  tribes  inhab- 
iting Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Missouri,  Mississippi, 
and  South  Alabama,  were  sent  to  the  west:  that 
state  of  things  actually  exists  in  relation  to  the  Che- 
roke.es  in  Tennessee,  North  Alabama,  and  Georgia ; 
and,  regardless  of  the  opposition  made  to  the  mea- 
sure, they  should  be  at  once  removed. 

In  regard  to  the  Seminoles,  we  have  committed 
the  error  of  attempting  to  remove  them  when  their 
lands  were  not  required  for  agricultural  purposes; 
when  they  were  not  in  the  way  of  the  white  inhab- 
itants ; and  when  the  greater  portion  of  their  coun- 
try was  an  unexplored  wilderness,  of  the  interior  of 
which  we  were  as  ignorant  as  of  the  interior  of 
China.  We  exhibit,  in  our  present  contest,  the 
first  instance,  perhaps,  since  the  commencement  of 
authentic  history,  of  a nation  employing  an  army  to 
explore  a country,  (for  vve  can  do  little  more  than 
explore  it,)  or  attempting  to  remove  a band  of  sav- 
ages from  one  unexplored  wilderness  to  another. 

As  a soldier,  it  is  my  duty,  I am  aware,  not  to 
comment  upon  the  policy  of  the  government,  but  to 
carry  it  out  in  accordance  with  my  instructions.  I 
have  endeavored  faithfully  to  do  so;  but  the  pros- 
pect of  terminating  the  war  in  any  reasonable  time 
is  any  thing-but  flattering.  My  decided  opinion  is, 
that  unless  immediate  emigration  be  abandoned,  the 
war  will  continue  for  years  to  come,  and  at  con- 
stantly accumulating  expense.  Is  it  not  then  well 
worthy  the  serious  consideration  of'  an  enlightened 
government,  whether,  even  if  the  wilderness  we  are 
traversing  could  be  inhabited  by  the  white  man, 
(which  is  not  the  fact,)  the  object  vve  are  contend- 
ing for  would  be  worth  the  cost?  I certainly  do 
not  think  it  would;  indeed,  I do  not  consider  the 
country  south  of  Chickasa  Hatchee  worth  the  med- 
icines we  shall  expend  in  driving  the  Indians  from 
it. 

If  I were  permitted,  and  it  i3  with  greatdiffidence 
I venture  to  make  the  suggestion,  I would  allow 
them  to  remain,  and  would  assign  them  the  coun- 
try west  of  the  Kissimmee,  Okee  Chobee,  and  Pa- 
nai  Okee,  and  east  of  Pease  creek,  south,  to  the  ex- 
treme of  Florida.  That  would  satisfy  them  ;.  and 
they  might  hold  it  on  the  express  condition  (had 
they  should  forfeit  their  right  to  it,  if  they  should 
either  commit  depredations  upon  the  white  inhabi- 
tants, or  pass  the  boundaries  assigned  to  them  with- 
out the  written  permission  of  the  military  com- 
mander or  agent. 

By  placing  an  agency  and  authorizing  trading- 
houses  on  Charlottee’s  harbor,  they  could  be  soon 
concentrated;  and  stationing  a competent  military 
force  there  and  at  Tampa  Bay,  they  might  be  rea- 
dily controlled,  and,  if  necessary,  removed  from  the 
country,  should  they  become  troublesome,  or  fail  to 
fulfil  theirengagements.  I respectfully  recommend 
the  measure  to  your  consideration  and  that  ot  the 
president,  as  the  only  means  of  terminating,  imme- 
diately, a most  disastrous  war,  and  leaving  the 
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troops  disposable  for  other  service.  I desire  a de- 
cision as  soon  as  your  convenience  will  permit,  as, 
by  the  middle  of  April,  at  farthest,  the  troops  must 
be  withdrawn  from  all  the  posts  in  the  interior,  to 
preserve  their  lives. 

Should  it  be  determined  to  remove  the  Indians  by 
force,  and  to  continue  the  war  until  they  submit  un- 
conditionally, I desire  that  the  communication  be 
confidential,  and  that  the  matter  be  considered  confi- 
dential at  Washington, in  order  that  I may  have  infor- 
mation of  it  before  it  can  be  communicated  by  letter- 
writers  to  others ; for  there  can  be  but  little  doubt  of 
their  flying  to  the  swamps  again  and  renewing  the 
war,  should  the  decision  be  to  remove  them. 

If  it  be  determined  that  the  Indians  now  in  Flo- 
rida remain,  it  would  be  better  that  these  who  are 
at  New  Orleans  and  Charleston,  with  the  exception 
of  one  or  two  of  the  chiefs,  be  sent  to  the  west; 
their  force  would  thus  be  divided  and  weakened, 
and  many  of  the  relations  of  those  sent  west  might 
soon  be  induced  to  follow. 

This  communication  will  be  delivered  to  you  by 
my  aid-de-camp,  lieutenant  Linnard,  a highly  valu- 
able officer,  whom  I earnestly  recommend  to  your 
favorable  consideration  and  attention. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant,  TH.  S.  JESUP, 

Major  General  commanding. 

The  Hon.  J.  R.  Poinsett, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington  city. 

Wascissa,  Feb.  12,  1838. 

Dear  Sir:  The  enclosed  was  sealed  yesterday  for 
the  mail ; last  night,  however,  we  had  a repetition 
of  the  scenes  previously  detailed  to  you;  confi- 
dence had  begun  to  be  restored,  and  but  a few  days 
since  we  had  induced  our  frontier  settlers  to  return 
to  their  habitations.  They  have  been,  however, 
ao'ain  alarmed  from  them,  and,  as  the  assailed  point 
is*  but  a mile  or  a mile  and  a half  from  my  house,  it 
was  again  all  night  a garrison  for  the  refugees.  In- 
deed, sir,  you  cannot  estimate  correctly  all  my  feel- 
ings on  such  occasions.  Almost  alone,  with  a few 
scattered  hamlets  around,  (col.  Murat  and  myself,) 
we  witness  ourselves  insulted ; our  neighbors  dri- 
ven from  their  settlements;  their  homes  in  some  in- 
stances burnt  and  families  murdered;  with  no  other 
ability,  as  private  citizens,  than  to  stand  to  our 
arms  and  houses,  and  protect  those  who  seek  our 
protection.  We  can  do  no  more;  we  do  our  duty 
in  performing  so  much;  in  maintaining  our  posi- 
tions, which,  in  the  present  state  of  the  contest, 
have  become  military  ones.  But  we  are  mortified 
that  we  can  do  no  more,  or  that  such  has  been  and 
continues  to  be  the  disposition  for  the  defence  of 
this  frontier,  that  we  can  only  stand  by  our  arms, 
and  say  our  house  and  scalps  are  once  more  safe  ; 
but  without  the  power  to  pursue  the  enemy,  or  to 
search  for  him.  Without  this  can  be  done  by  the 
presence  of  a regularly  organized  force,  and  for  the 
war , 1 apprehend,  seriously  apprehend,  Jefferson 
county  will  present  the  scenes  which  have  been 
played  with  so  much  suffering  in  Alachua.  It  was 
as  much  as  we  could  do,  at  the  late  attack,  to  in- 
duce the  people  of  this  immediate  vicinity  to  re- 
main at  their  homes.  What  will  be  the  result  of 
this  I cannot  say;  l fear,  however,  they  will  quit 
and  leave  the  plantations  to  stand  the  brunt.  For- 
tunately lor  us,  some  marines  passed  by  here  yes- 
terday ; we  have  despatched  a courier  to  bring  them 
back,  and  shall  station  them  for  a time  at  the  house 
assailed  last  night.  But,  sir,  we  cannot  close  this 
war  without  more  harmony  and  concert  of  action, 
and  the  presence,  on  the  whole  frontier  assailed,  of 
an  organized  force,  mounted  in  part,  and  ready  to 
act  promptly.  They  must,  in  fact,  be  always  in  the 
stirrup,  beating  the  bush,  and  searching  for  these 
vagabond  Indians.  The  war  has  assumed  a most 
serious  character,  but  has  been,  and  continues  to 
be,  mistaken  by  all  who  have  the  management  of 
it.  Another  year’s  blundering,  and  middle  Florida 
becomes  what  eastern  Florida  is.  We  will  stand 
our  ground;  but  this  will  not  end  the  contest  by 
catching  and  making  examples  of  the  disturbers  of 
our  peace.  Yours, 

J.  GADSDEN. 

In  the  “Globe”  of  12th  the  instant  we  find  the  fol- 
lowing reply  of  the  secretary  of  war  to  the  above 
letter  of  general  Jesup: 

Copy  of  a letter  from  the  secretary  of  war  to  major 
general  Jessup,  dated 

Departmentof  War,  March  1,  1S33. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  recipt 
of  your  communication  of  the  11th  of  February, 
which  was  delievered  to  me  by  your  aid-de-camp, 
lieutenant  Linnard.  The  subject  of  it  is  one  of 


deep  interest,  and  I have  given  to  it  the  most  dili- 
gent and  respectful  consideration. 

In  the  present  stage  of  our  relations  with  the  In- 
dians residing  within  the  states  and  territories  east 
of  the  Mississippi,  including  the  Seminoles,  it  is 
useless  to  recur  to  the  principles  and  motives  which 
induced  the  government  to  determine  their  removal 
to  the  west.  The  acts  of  the  executive  ami  the 
laws  of  congress  evince  a determination  to  carry 
out  the  measure,  and  it  is  to  be  regarded  as  the  set- 
tled policy  of  the  country.  In  pursuance  of  this 
policy,  the  treaty  of  Paynes’  Landing  was  made 
with  the  Seminoles,  and  the  character  of  the  officer 
employed  on  the  part  of  the  government  is  a guar- 
anty of  the  perfectly  fair  manner  in  which  that  ne- 
gotiation was  conducted  and  concluded.  Whether 
the  government  ought  not  to  have  w'aited  until  the 
Seminoles  were  pressed  upon  by  the  white  popula- 
tion, and  their  lands  b.-come  necessary  to  the  agri- 
cultural wants  ol  the  community,  is  not  a question 
for  the  executive  now  to  consider.  The  treaty  has 
been  ratified,  and  is  the  law  of  the  land,  and  the 
constitutional  duty  of  the  president  requires  that  he 
should  cause  it  to  be  executed.  1 cannot,  there- 
fore, authorize  any  arrangement  with  the  Semi- 
noles by  which  they  will  be  permitted  to  remain, 
or  assign  them  any  portion  of  the  territojy  of  Flori- 
da as  their  future  residence. 

The  department  indulged  the  hope  that,  with  the 
extensive  means  placed  at  your  disposal,  the  war, 
by  a vigorous  effort,  might  be  brought  to  a close 
this  campaign.  If,  however,  you  are  of  opinion 
that,  from  the  nature  of  the  country,  and  the  cha- 
racter of  the  enemy,  such  a result  is  impracticable, 
and  that  it  is  advisable  to  make  a temporary  arrange- 
ment with  the  Seminoles,  by  which  the  safety  of 
the  settlements  and  the  posts  will  be  secured 
throughout  the  summer,  you  are  at  liberty  to  do  so. 
In  that  event,  you  will  establish  posts  at  Tampa, 
and  on  the  eastern  shore,  and  wherever  else  they 
are,  in  your  opinion,  necessary  to  preserve  the 
peace  of  the  country;  and  I would  suggest  the  pro- 
priety of  leaving  colonel  Zadock  Taylor,  of  the 
first  infantry,  in  command  of  them.  In  removing 
north  with  your  forces,  you  may  make  similar  ar- 
rangements with  the  other  bands.  I deem  it,  how- 
ever, of  great  importance  that  every  exertion  should 
be  made  to  chastise  the  marauding  Indians  who 
have  committed  depredations  upon  the  inhabitants 
of  the  people  of  middle  Florida.  I beg  you  will 
address  yourself  to  James  Gadsden  for 'information 
on  this  subject,  and  you  may,  if  you  think  proper, 
yield  to  his  suggestion  of  leaving  a battalion  for 
the  protection  of  the  people  of  tnat  neighborhood. 
It  is  hoped,  however,  that  you  will  be  able  to  put 
it  out  of  the  power  of  these  Indians  to  do  any  fur- 
ther mischief.  They  ought  to  be  captured  or  de- 
stroyed. As  soon  as,  in  your  opinion,  it  can  be 
done  with  safety,  you  will  reduce  your  force  of 
mounted  men  from  Georgia,  Alabama,  and  Ten- 
nessee. 

Yery  respectfully. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 

Maj.  gen.  Thos.  S.  Jesup, 

Com,g  army  of  the  south,  Fort  Jupiter,  Florida. 


AFFAIR  OF  THE  CAROLINE. 

The  following  correspondence  between  .the  sec- 
retary of  state  of  the  United  States  and  the  British 
minister  at  Washington  was  communicated  by  Sir 
Francis  Head,  to  the  legislature  of  Upper  Canada, 
on  the  3d  instant : 

Washington,  Feb.  6,  1838. 

Sir:  With  reference  to  the  letter,  which,  by  di- 
rection of  the  president,  you  addressed  to  me  on  the 
5th  and  19‘h  ultimo,  respecting  the  capture  and 
destruction  of  the  steamboat  “Caroline”  by  a Ca- 
nadian force  on  the  American  side  of  the  Niagara 
river,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  stale  of  New 
York,  I have  now  the  honor  to  communicate  to  you 
the  copy  of  a letter  which  I have  received  upon 
that  subject  from  Sir  Francis  Head,  lieutenant  go- 
vernor of  the  province  of  Upper  Canada,  with  di- 
vers reports  and  depositions  annexed. 

The  piratical  character  of  the  steamboat  “ Caro- 
line,” and  the  necessity  of  self-defence  and  self- 
preservation  under  which  her  majesty’s  subjects 
acted  in  destroying  that  vessel,  would  seem  to  be 
sufficiently  established. 

At  the  time  when  the  event  happened,  the  ordi- 
nary laws  of  the  United  States  were  not  enforced 
within  the  frontier  district  of  (he  state  of  New  York. 
The  authority  of  the  law  was  overborne  publicly  by 
piratical  violence;  through  such  violence  her  ma- 
jesty’s subjects  in  Upper  Canada  had  already  se- 
verely suffered,  and  they  were  threatened  with  still 
farther  injury  and  outrage.  This  extraordinary- 
state  of  things  appears,  naturally  and  necessarily,  to 
have  impelled  them  to  consult  their  own  security 


by  pursuing  and  destroying  the  vessel  of  their  pi- 
ratical enemy,  wheresoever  they  might  find  her. 

I avail  myself  of  this  occasion,  &c.  &c. 

H.  S.  FOX. 

The  Hon.  John  Forsyti-i. 

Department  of  Stale, 
Washington,  Feb.  13,  1838. 

Sir : I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  note  of  the  6th  instant,  communicating  a 
copy  of  a letter  from  Sir  Francis  Head,  lieutenant 
governor  of  Ihe  provice  of  Upper  Canada,  respect- 
ing the  capture  and  destruction  ol  the  steamboat 
“ Caroline”  by  a Canadian  force  on  the  American 
side  of  the  Niagara  river  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  state  of  New  York,  together  with  the  reports 
and  depositions  thereto  annexed. 

The  statement  of  the  facts  which  these  papers 
present  is  at  variance  with  the  information  commu- 
nicated to  this  government  respecting  that  transac- 
tion : but  it  is  not  intended  to  enter  at  present  upon 
an  examination  of  the  details  of  the  case,  as  steps 
have  been  taken  to  obtain  the  fullest  evidence  that 
can  be  had  of  the  particulars  of  the  outrage  ; upon 
the  receipt  of  which  it  will  be  made  the  subject  of 
a formal  complaint  to  the  British  government  for 
redress.  Even  admitting  that  the  documents  trans- 
mitted with  your  note  contain  a correct  statement 
of  the  occurrence,  they  furnish  no  justification  of 
the  aggression  committed  upon  the  territory  of  the 
United  States — an  aggression  which  was  the  more 
unexpected,  as  Sir  Francis  Head,  in  his  speech  at 
the  opening  of  the  parliament  of  Upper  Canada,  had 
expressed  his  confidence  in  the  disposition  of  this 
government  to  restrain  its  citizens  from  taking  part 
in  the  conflict  w-hich  was  raging  in  that  province; 
and  added,  that  having  communicated  with  the  go- 
vernment of  the  state  of  New  York,  and  with  your- 
self, he  was  then  waiting  for  replies.  It  is  not  ne- 
cessary to  remind  you  that  his  expectations  have 
been  met  by  the  adoption  of  measures  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States,  as  prompt  and  virgorous  as 
they  have  been  successful  in  repressing  every  at- 
tempt of  the  inhabitants  of  the  frontier  states  to  in- 
terfere unlawfully  in  that  contest.  The  most  seri- 
ous obstacle  thrown  in  the  way  of  those  measures 
was  the  burning  of  the  Caroline,  which,  while  it 
was  of  no  service  to  her  Britannic  majesty’s  cause 
in  Canada,  had  the  natural  effect  of  increasing  the 
excitement  on  the  border,  which  this  government 
was  endeavoring  to  allay. 

I avail  myself  of  this  occasion,  &c. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 

H.  S.  Fox,  Esq.  &c.  & c. 

Washington,  Feb.  16,  1838. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  the  13th  instant,  relating  to  the 
question  of  the  capture  and  destruction  of  the  pi- 
ratical steamboat  Caroline. 

Although  I cannot  acquiesce  in  the  view  which 
the  United  States  government  are  disposed  to  take 
of  the  facts  connected  wdth  that  transaction,  yet,  as 
this  legation  is  not  the  final  authority  competent  to 
decide  the  question  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain, 
and  as  you  inform  me  that  a representation  will,  in 
due  time, be  addressed  to  her  majesty’s  government 
in  England,  I consider  it  most  consistent  with  my 
duty  to  avoid  entering  at  present  into  any  contro- 
versy upon  the  subject.  It  will  remain  for  her  ma- 
jesty’s government  at  home,  when  the  whole  evi- 
dence of  the  case  shall  have  been  produced,  to  form 
such  deliberate  resolution  thereupon  as  reason,  ho- 
nor, and  justice  shall  dictate. 

I avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you, 
&c.  &c.  H.  S.  FOX. 

The  Hon.  John  Forsyth. 


ADDRESS  FROM  HENRY  A.  WISE,  OF  VA. 

TO  MY  CONSTITUENTS. 

I was  second  to  Mr.  Graves,  in  his  late  duel  with 
Mr.  Cilley.  Its  catastrophe  has  brought  upon  me 
much  odium  and  reproach.  Your  representative 
is  accountable  to  you  for  his  personal  as  well  as 
his  polilical  conduct;  for  by  it  he  is  worthy  of  you, 
or  you  are  dishonored.  I owe  you  an  explanation, 
then,  and  I make  it  most  cheerfully,  because  I 
know  that  you  would  gladly  receive  my  vindica- 
tion. * 

Judge  me,  then;  you  have  the  right.  For  what? 
Murder ? No.  All  the  false  witnesses  who  pander 
for  passion  or  prejudice  could  not  convince  yon  that 
I am  a murderer.  For  dishonor ? Worse  than 
murder!  The  certificate  of  Mr  Cilley’s  second 
will  assure  you  that  he  took  not  the  least  exception 
to  my  course.  For  participating  in  a duel,  then — 
my  own  or  that  of  another— at  all ? For  that  you 
should  judge  me.  That  is  my  offence.  I admit  it; 
and  all  I can  dare  ask  is,  that  you  will  judge  me 
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fairly,  according  to  that  public  sentiment  which 
prevails  among  yourselves. 

Why  act  as  second  for  another,  where  there  was  no 
obligation  to  act?  There  was  an  obligation.  I 
never  acted  as  second  for  a friend  but  with  two 
motives:  first,  to  be  in  a position  to  reconcile  his 
difference,  if  1 could ; second,  to  guard  his  honor  and 
his  life,  if  I could  not.  I felt  bound  to  do  this  for 
a friend  in  this  instance.  I especially  have  been 
so  situated  as  to  compel  me  to  admit  this  obliga- 
tion; for,  as  I have  often  told  you,  my  protection, 
in  the  discharge  of  my  duties  to  you  here,  has  de- 
pended upon  my  own  trusty  weapon,  and  a trusty 
friend,  upon  whom.  I have  been  daily  liable  to  call  to 
discharge  the  same  obligation  to  me.  Mr.  Graves  is 
one  upon  whom  I would  have  culled.;  and  I felt  obli- 
ged to  do  for  him,  what  I would  have  called  on  him 
to  do  for  me. 

But,  though  competent  to  guard  his  honor  and  his 
life,  was  I competent  to  reconcile  his  difference?  It 
is  said  that  I myself  was  hostile  to  his  antagonist. 
If  so,  I may  have  been  incompetent.  But  I sol- 
emnly deny  that  I was  hostile  to  Mr.  Cilley.  God 
knows  whether  I did  not  feel  far  more  sympathy 
for  him  than  many  who  pretend  to  deplore  his  fate. 
There  had  been  a slight  misunderstanding  between 
us  in  debate,  which  passed  off  with  the  moment, 
and  left  not  the  trace  of  animosity  behind.  True, 
there  was  never,  before  or  after  that  occasion,  any 
intimacy  between  us,  because  we  were  never  ac- 
quainted; but  I was  purely  and  proudly  conscious  of 
no  malice  towards  that  man,  or  I never  could  have 
consented  to  bear  him  a challenge.  But,  hostile  to 
him  or  not,  and  though  hostility  might  have  prompt- 
ed to  incite  another  to  seekhislife — dark,anddeep, 
and  deadly  hate  must  that  have  been!  yet,  my  con- 
duct proves  that  I did  earnestly  endeavor  to  prevent 
the  shedding  of  his  blood,  by  reconciling  his  differ- 
ence with  my  friend;  and  the  history  of  the  tragedy 
proves,  that  not  only  I,  but  two  other  gentlemen,  of 
known  character  and  standing,  who  were  never 
accused  of  hostility  to  him,  and  who  might  have 
overruled  me  by  their  voices  and  influence,  could 
not  reconcile  that  difference,  or  prevent  its  result. 
That  history  I now  submit  to  you  as  I shall  detail 
it,  under  the  solemn  sanction  ot  an  oath,  to  a com- 
mitteee  of  congress  now  investigating  the  causes 
which  led  to  Mr.  Cilley’s  death.  The  reportof  that 
committee  I will  send  you  as  soon  as  it  is  made 
and  printed.  This  statement  supplies  what  the 
joint  statement  of  Mr.  Jones  and  myself  omits,  and 
that  which  it  could  not  contain,  because  he  could 
not  vouch  for  what  I alone,  or  others  than  himself, 
knew.  And  I send  this  in  advance  of  the  report  of 
the  committee,  to  arrest,  in  the  midst  of  extraordi- 
nary excitement,  that  torrent  of  defamation  which 
is  now  pouring  from  the  vials  of  the  wrath  of  those 
who  would  delight  to  destroy  my  reputation  and 
usefulness  as  a public  servant.  I send  it  to  suspend 
your  judgment  until  I can  be  fully  heard;  to  prevent 
you  from  blushing  for  me,  until  I am  put  to  shame 
by  the  truth;  and  to  stay  your  condemnation  until  I 
am  fairly  convicted  by  credible  evidence. 

HENRY  A.  WISE. 

STATEMENT. 

The  hon.  Jonathan  Cilley,  late  a member  of  the 
house  of  representatives,  fell  in  a duel  with  the 
hon.  Wm.  J.  Graves,  fairly  fought  between  the 
hours  of  3 p.  m.  and  4 p.  m.,  Saturday,  the  24th 
dav  of  February,  1S3S,  the  challenge  of  which  he 
freely  accepted,  and  the  terms  of  which,  as  to  time, 
place,  weapons,  and  distance,  he  himself,  or  his 
friends  for  him,  prescribed. 

As  to  the  causes  which  led  to  this  duel  I am  not 
the  most  competent  witness.  I presume  that  the 
hon.  Wm.  J.  Graves  himself  can  inform  the  com- 
mittee better  than  any  one  else,  from  the  nature  of 
the  case,  of  the  facts  and  influences  which  operated 
on  him  to  call  Mr.  Cilley  to  the  field. 

I was  wholly  ignorant  of  the  fact  that  Mr.  Graves 
bore,  or  was  about  to  bear,  a note  from  col.  Webb 
to  Mr.  Cilley.  1 never  saw  that  note  until  the  26th 
of  February,  two  days  after  the  duel.  On  the  21st 
of  February,  Mr.  Graves  informed  me  that  he  had 
borne  a note  to  Mr.  Cilley  from  col.  Webb,  calling 
for  explanation.  I rebuked  him  for  having  done 
so,  upon  the  ground  that  his  own  previous  relations 
with  col.  Webb  did  not  justify  the  latter  in  impos- 
ing upon  him  such  an  office  and  its  responsibilities. 
He  replied,  that  Mr.  Cilley  had  taken  time  to  give 
him  an  answer;  and  we  separated  after  a very  short 
interview. 

Afterwards,  Mr.  Graves  called  me  out  from  mv 
seat  in  the  house,  and  informed  me  that  he  had 
seen  Mr.  Cilley  again,  and  then,  for  the  first  time, 
detailed  to  me  what  Mr.  Cilley  had  said  in  sub- 
stance, verbally,  during  their  interviews:  That, 

“in  declining  to  receive  the  note,  he  hoped  it  would 
no!  be  thought  disrespectful  to  him,  (Mr.  Graves;) 
that  he  declined  on  the  ground  that  he  could  not 


consent  to  be  involved  in  personal  difficulties  with 
conductors  of  public  journals  for  what  he  had 
thought  proper  to  say  in  debate  upon  the  floor;  and 
that  he  did  not  decline  upon  any  personal  objections 
to  col.  Webb  as  a gentleman.”  Mr.  Graves  asked 
whether  I thought  that  answer  satisfactory?  I re- 
plied that  it  certainly  was  satisfactory;  that  the 
reasons  for  declining  to  receive  the  note  weie  very 
proper;  that  no  more  could  be  asked;  and  that  all 
he  had  to  do  was,  to  return  the  note  to  col.  Webb, 
with  this  answer  of  Mr.  Cilley.  He  said  Mr 
Cilley’s  answer  was  verbal,  merely;  that  to  prevent 
any  error  in  stating  it  to  col.  Webb,  and  to  avoid 
all  controversy  with  Mr.  Cilley,  in  regard  to  its  sub- 
stance or  terms,  he  would  get  him  to  put  it  in  wri- 
ting. And  he  left  me,  as  I thought,  for  the  purpose 
of  obtaining  from  Mr.  Cilley  a written  answer.  I 
returned  to  my  seat,  and  neither  saw  nor  heard 
any  of  the  interviews  between  Mr.  Cilley  and  Mr. 
Graves,  nor  do  I know  when  or  where  they  occur- 
red, or  what  transpired  at  them,  except  what  I have 
been  since  told  by  Mr.  Graves. 

On  the  morning  of  the  22d,  Mr.  Graves  informed 
me  that  he  had  called  on  Mr.  Cilley,  and  requested 
him  to  put  his  answer  in  writing;  that  Mr.  Cilley 
had  requested  him  first  to  address  him,  (Mr.  Cilley) 
a note,  inquiring  of  him  what  he  had  said;  that  he 
had  written  to  him  a note,  (the  first  in  their  corres- 
pondence,) and  handed  it  to  him  in  person;  and 
that  for  answer,  he  had  received  the  first  note  of 
Mr.  Cilley,  which  he  then  exhibited  to  me.  Mr. 
Graves  was  highly  incensed  at  the  tenor  of  this 
note,  and  I confess  that  it  greatly  surprised  me, 
after  what  Mr.  Graves  told  me  he  had  said  verbally 
in  their  interviews.  Mr.  Graves  regarded  the 
note — 

First,  as  denying  what  he  had  alleged'  to  his 
friends  Mr.  .Cilley  had  said  to  him  in  conversa- 
tion. 

Secondly,  as  contemptuous  and  insulting  to  col. 
Webb,  whose  note  he  had  borne. 

Thirdly,  as  placing  Mr.  Graves  himself  in  the 
humiliating  attitude  of  supplication  to  him,  (Mr. 
Cilley)  to  relieve  him,  (Mr.  Graves)  from  “an  un- 
pleasant situation.” 

Fourthly,  as  saying,  in  effect,  “I  do  not  recog- 
nise col.  Webb  to  be  a gentleman,  sir,  but  I res- 
pect you  as  one;”  thereby  inviting  Mr.  Graves  to 
substitute  himself  for  colonel  Webb. 

Such  was  the  construction  which  Mr.  Graves 
put  upon  that  letter,  and  I could  not  see,  and  can- 
not now,  what  other  construction  he  could  have 
put  upon  it,  taken  in  connection  with  the  conversa- 
tions which  he  averred  had  passed  previously  be- 
tween them;  itseemed  wholly  irreconcilable  with, 
and  contradictory  to,  what  had  passed  between 
them  verbally.  But,  upon  due  consideration,  he 
determined  to  offer  Mr.  Cilley  again  an  opportuni- 
ty to  explain.  He  prepared  his  second  letter,  and 
sent  it  to  Mr.  Cilley  by  the  honorable  Mr.  Mene- 
fee,  as  he  has  since  informed  me;  I know  nothing 
of  what  passed  between  Mr.  Cilley  and  Mr.  Me- 
nefee. 

During  the  sitting  of  the  house  on  the  22d,  be- 
tween the  hours  of  8 p.  m.  and  4 p.  m.,  I think, 
Mr.  Graves  came  to  me  with  Mr.  Cilley’s  reply,  in 
which  he  denied  the  right  of  Mr.  Graves  lo  pro- 
pound the  question  in  his  second  note,  and  re- 
quested me  to  bear  to  M.'.  Cilley  a challenge  which 
he  had  already  written,  and  which  he  placed  in 
my  hands.  I expressed  my  reluctance  to  be  the 
bearer,  told  him  I would  confer  with  him  again 
upon  the  subject,  and  returned  to  my  seat  to  at- 
tend to  the  discussion  of  the  bill  in  relation  to  the 
disturbances  on  the  Canadian  frontier;  I addressed 
the  house  that  evening,  soon  after  which  the  house 
adjourned. 

Mr.  Graves  walked  with  me  from  the  capitol  to 
my  boardinghouse.  I then  repeated  my  objections 
to  be  the  bearer  of  his  challenge,  and  insisted  that 
I would  not  bear  it  that  evening;  that  I wanted 
time  for  reflection;  that  I could  not  do  that  service, 
under  any  circumstances,  except  for  an  intimate 
friend,  who  would  make  a like  sacrifice,  and  incur 
a like  responsibility  for  me;  that  I regarded  him  as 
such  a friend,  who  had  in  fact  shown  every  disposi- 
tion to  stand  by  me  upon  trying  occasions;  but  I 
hoped  that  something  might  yet  be  done  to  avoid 
the  alternative  he  had  chosen;  and  that  I must  be 
permitted  to  delay  the  delivery  of  it  until  the  next 
dav,  if  I delivered  it  at  all.  I prevailed  on  him  to 
wait  until  the  next  morning,  when  he  called  upon 
me  again;  said  that  nothing  had  occurred  to  change 
his  determination;  took  the  challenge  and  changed 
its  phraseology;  (I  have  not  a copy  of  the  first  he 
put  into  my  hands,  nor  do  I recollect  its  terms;) 
and  insisted  that  I should  deliver  it  before  the  house 
met,  on  the  22d  of  February.  I wa3  prevailed  on 
to  do  so;  and  accordingly,  a few  minutes  before  12 
m.  on  Friday  the  22d,  I called  at  Mr.  Cilley’s  board- 
ing house,  and  handed  him  the  paper. 


When  I went  into  the  sitting  room  at  Mr.  Birlh’s 
I met  a gentleman  whom  I took  to  be  Mr.  Williams, 
the  senator  from  Maine.  We  conversed  a few  min- 
utes, and  in  a short  time  Mr.  Pierce,  the  senator 
from  New  Hampshire,  came  in,  followed  by  Mr. 
Cilley.  Directly  after  saluting  these  gentlemen, 
Mr.  Williams  first,  and  Mr.  Pierce  soon  after  him, 
retired  into  an  adjoining  room,  leaving  Mr.  Cilley 
and  myself  alone.  I intonned  him  that  I bore  him 
a note  from  Air.  Graves.  He  said,  “I  will  receive 
if,  sir.”  I handed  himthe  challenge;  he  read  it,  and 
said,  “Mr.  Pierce,  or  some  other  Iriend,  sir,  will 
hand  Mr.  Graves  my  answer.”  I bowed  and  we 
parted.  I went  immediately  to  the  house,  and  in 
the  evening,  after  its  adjournment,  Mr.  Jones  came 
to  my  room,  and  handed  Mr.  Cilley’s  acceptance  to 
Mr.  Graves,  as  described  in  our  joint  statement.  Mr. 
Graves,  expecting  to  have  a fight  with  pistols,  had 
come  to  my  room  to  examine  a pair  I had,  and  see 
whether  they  would  suit  him.  He  had  not  been 
practised  in  the  use  of  any  weapon,  he  told  me,  and 
desired  me  to  have  my  pistols  put  in  order  to  go 
out  with  himthe  next  morning,  and  instruct  him 
how  to  use  them. 

Soon  after,  Mr.  Jones  furnished  me  with  the 
terms  of  the  meeting.  I left  my  room  with  Mr. 
Menefee,  who  had  come  in  just  as  Mr.  Jones  and  I 
were  parting,  about  6 p.  m.  I think,  to  show  the 
terms  to  some  of  Mr.  Graves’s  friends,  and  to  sub- 
mit to  them  whether  they  should  be  accepted.  They 
were  condemned  as  barbarous,  and  such  as  might 
properly  be  declined;  but  it  was  thought  that  they 
were  intended  to  intimidate;  that  the  distance  was 
so  great  as,  in  some  measure,  to  mitigate  the  seve- 
rity of  the  weapon,  and,  therel'ore,  I was  advised 
that  they  should  be  accepted.  Indeed,  it  was 
thought  that  the  acceptance  of  such  terms  might 
avoid  the  duel  altogether,  inasmuch  as  the  plain  ob- 
ject of  such  propositions  w'as  either  to  make  the 
duel  fatal,  or  to  deter  Mr.  Graves  from  accepting 
them;  and  if  the  latter  wTas  the  object,  the  party 
proposing  was  most  likely  to  fly  from  the  terms 
himself. 

I consented  to  accept  the  terms  reluctantly,  and 
before  I did  accept  them,  I endeavored  to  ascertain 
■whether  they  could  be  complied  with,  by  procuring 
a weapon  within  the  appointed  time.  I rode  to 
four  different  places  to  inquire  whether  a fit  wea- 
pon could  be  got,  and  after  a vain  search  for  seve- 
ral hours,  I went  to  Mr.  Jones’s  room,  and  handed 
him  my  first  note,  about  9 o’clock,  p.  m.  In 
that  note  I was  particular  to  name  that  there 
should  be  but  one  ball  to  lessen  the  chances  of 
a fatal  shot,  by  confining  the  parties  to  the  “down- 
ward horizontal  position,”  until  the  word  “fire,” 
thus  shortening  the  time  in  which  they  could  take 
aim;  and  not  knowing  where  to  get  a rifle  or  whe- 
ther one  could  be  got,  the  main  object  of  the  note 
was  to  gain  time.  I wished  to  gain  time,  not  only 
to  procure  a fit  rifle,  but  to  afford  an  opportunity, 
if  possible,  to  prevent  the  meeting.  Indeed,  I re- 
marked to  Mr.  Jones  verbally,  that  I knew'  of  no 
person  to  whom  I could  apply  with  certainty  of 
getting  a tried  weapon  in  the  city  of  Washington, 
and  I expected  to  be  obliged  to  send  to  Philadel- 
phia for  one.  He  seemed  to  intimate  that  the 
time  could  not  be  postponed  for  that  purpose:  said 
that  there  must  be  fit  weapons  here,  and  asked  if  I 
could  not  procure  one  from  the  arsenal?  I replied, 
that  I should  not  risk  an  untried  rifle,  and  told  him 
that  I would  be  obliged  if  he  could  inform  me 
where  a fit  rifle  could  be  got.  I fixed  upon  the  hour 
of  11  a.  m.  the  next  day,  as  the  latest  period 
when  I would  inform  Mr.  Jones  whether  Mr. 
Graves  could  be  ready.  I informed  Mr.  Graves  of 
what  I had  done,  and  retired  to  rest. 

About  2 o’clock  at  night,  Mr.  Menefee  came  to 
my  room,  awoke  me  out  of  sleep,  and  informed  me 
that  Mr.  Graves's  friends  had  procured  for  him  a 
rifle,  but,  he  said,  it  was  in  exceedingly  bad  order. 
The  owner  of  it  has  since  told  me  that  it  had  not 
been  used  for  more  than  eighteen  months,  and  it 
was  very  rusty.  I directed  Mr.  Menefee  to  have 
it  cleaned  as  early  as  possible,  and  that  it  must  be 
tried  in  the  morning  before  Air.  Graves’  life  was 
hazarded  on  it. 

Early  the  next  morning,  I went  to  the  room  of 
the  hon.  Mr.  Hawes,  where,  according  to  appoint- 
ment with  Mr.  Menefee  the  night  previous,  I ex- 
pected to  meet  Air.  Graves.  Not  finding  Air.  Graves 
there,  T returned  to  Miss  Queen’s,  my  own  boarding 
house,  to  breakfast,  and  found  on  my  table,  about 
8 o’clock  a.  m.  the  note  of  Mr.  Jones,  informing 
me  that  he  would  be  at  Dr.  Reilly’s  until  II  o’clock, 
a.  m.  on  the  24th. 

At  ton  o’clock,  a.  m.  I went  to  Dr.  Reilly’s,  and 
wrote  Mr.  Jones  a note  that  Mr.  Graves  could  not 
be  ready  by  12  m.,  and  that  I would  inform  him 
by  12  1-2  m.  when  he  could  be  ready.  I was  still 
anxious  to  delay  the  meeting,  and  desirous  to  throw 
obstacles  in  the  way  of  it  for  that  day.  At  about 
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10  1-2  a.  m.  I found  Mr.  Graves  at  the  arsenal, 
■where  he  went  to  have  the  rifle  cleaned,  and  I saw 
him  try  it  several  times  at  a mark.  He  was  ex- 
ceedingly awkward,  shot  badly,  and  I by  no  means 
liked  the  rifle  he  had.  I feared  very  much  the  con- 
sequences of  going  out  with  him  under  such  a to- 
tal want  of  preparation,  and  skill,  and  was  still 
more  than  ever  anxious  for  delay,  as  were  his  other 
friends.  But  on  my  return  to  my  room,  about  11 
1-2  a.  m.  I found  two  notes  from  Mr.  Jones,  a rifle, 
a powder  flask,  with  pow'der  and  ball  in  it,  lying  on 
my  table. 

The  first  note,  dated  10  1-2  a.  m.  in  reply  to 
mine  of  10  a.  m.,  stated  that  Mr.  Jones  had 
“the  pleasure  to  inform”  me  that  he  had  “an  excel- 
lent rifle,  in  good  order,  which  was  at  the  service 
of  Mr.  Graves.”  The  second  note,  which  had  not 
been  delayed  for  an  answer  to  the  first,  dated  half 
an  hour  only  after  the  first,  tendered  to  me,  “for  the 
use  of  Mr.  Graves  the  rifle  referred  to,”  and  there 
were  the  rifle  and  its  appendages.  These  notes  and 
that  rifle  hastened  the  meeting.  I dared  delay  no 
longer,  without  danger  of  a taunt  lor  cowardice. 
Mr.  Graves  should  have  gone  upon  the  ground,  af- 
ter this,  under  every  disadvantage;  but  he  should 
not  have  used  the  rifle  sent  him,  because,  though 
“an  excellent  rifle,  in  good  order,”  Mr.  Cilley  hud, 
of  course,  preferred  another  to  it;  and  if  Mr.  Graves 
had  missed  with  it,  and  been  killed,  I would  have 
been  justly  chargeable  with  his  death.  The  meet- 
ing was  then  to  be  had  as  soon  as  Mr.  Graves’  rifle 
could  be  cleaned,  as  a surgeon  could  be  got,  and  as 
the  parties  could  reach  a field  out  of  the  District  of 
Columbia.  I saw  Mr.  Jones  immediately,  and  we 
agreed  upon  3 o’clock,  p.  m.  as  said  in  our  joint 
statement 

I returned  to  Mr.  Hawes’  room,  where  Mr. 
Graves  was,  and  informed  him  of  the  appointment. 
He  then  selected  the  hon.  John  J.  Crittenden,  of 
the  senate,  and  the  hon.  R.  H.  Menefee,  of  the 
house,  as  the  friends  whom  I was  to  consult.  Mr. 
Graves  retired,  and  whilst  the  rifle  was  being  clean- 
ed, I then  submitted  to  Mr.  Crittenden  and  Mr. 
Menefee  the  question,  distinctly — what  should  be 
done  in  case  the  parties  missed ? We  were  all  sure 
that  Mr.  Graves  would  miss  often. 

I understood  positively  from  Mr.  Graves,  that  he 
would  not  be  satisfied  with  any  admission  short  of 
what  Mr.  Cilley  had  made  to  him,  verbally,  in  their 
interviews.  Our  object,  then,  was  to  adopt  orsug- 
gest  some  form,  or  explanation,  or  admission,  which 
should  be  as  easy  as  possible  for  Mr.  Cilley  to 
make,  and  which  should  satisfy  Mr.  Graves.  This 
was  our  study,  and  we  unanimously  decided  that 
immediately  after  the  first  fire  I should  propose  to 
Mr.  Cilley,  or  his  second,  that  he  should  assign 
some  such  reason,  or  make  some  such  disclaimer, 
for  declining  to  receive  col.  Webb’s  note  from  Mr. 
Graves,  as  he  had  made  to  Mr.  Graves  in  their  pri- 
vate conversation.  Mr.  Crittenden  and  Mr.  Mene- 
fee wrote  down  what  they  thought  Mr.  Graves 
should  be  satisfied  with.  The  one  wrote: 

“That  in  declining  to  receive  from  Mr.  Graves 
the  note  from  colonel  Webb,  Mr.  Cilley  was  not  in- 
fluenced by  considerations  affecting  the  honor  of 
col.  Webb.” 

The  other  wrote: 

“Mr.  Cilley  states  that  he  did  not  decline  to  re- 
ceive colonel  Webb’s  communication  from  Mr. 
Graves  in  consequence  of  any  personal  exception 
to  colonel  Webb  as  a gentleman  or  a man  of 
honor.” 

To  these  I added  another  form  of  admission, 
which  should  be  accepted  as  satisfactory: 

“Mr.  Cilley  declined  to  receive  the  communica- 
tion from  colonel  Webb,  at  the  hands  of  Mr.  Graves, 
upon  the  ground  that  he,  Mr.  Cilley,  did  not  hold 
himself  answerable  to  colonel  Webb  for  words 
spoken  in  debate,  on  the  floor  of  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives.” 

These,  or  any  admission  approaching  in  sub- 
stance to  these,  were  to  be  considered  satisfactory. 

I carried  the  written  propositions  with  me,  in  my 
pocket,  on  the  ground.  The  reason  why  Mr.  Graves 
would  not  be  satisfied  with  any  thing  short  of  these, 
was  because  he  alleged  that  Mr.  Cilley  had  made 
both  these  admissions  to  him  verbally. 

As  to  what  “transpired  on  the  field,”  &c.  &c., 

I must  refer  generally  to  the  statement  published 
by  Mr.  Jones  and  myself.  But,  as  that  statement 
is  only  of  what  occurred  within  our  joint  knowledge, 
besides  the  correspondence  given  upon  information 
of  others,  I have  a few  particulars  within  my  own 
knowledge  to  add. 

The  distance  appointed  was  eighty  yards.  It  is 
my  firm  belief  that  the  distance  stepped  off  by  Mr. 
Jones  and  myself,  which  we  did  “pari  passu,”  was 
nearer  one  hundred  yards  than  eighty.  The 
ground  was  measured  before  the  choice  of  posi- 
tions, and  I believe  that  we  both  stepped  with  a 
view  of  preventing  the  parties  from  hitting  each 


other.  The  choice  of  position  fell  to  me  by  lot. 
Tlje  giving  of  the  word  fell  to  Mr.  Jones. 

I kept  my  eye  upon  Mr.  Cilley;  it  was  my  duty 
to  see  that  he  obeyed  the  rules.  At  the  first  ex- 
change of  shots,  I thought  that  he  fired,  though 
perfectly  fair,  too  hurriedly,  and  his  ball  did  not 
reach  Mr.  Graves,  because  he  did  not  raise  his 
rifle  sufficiently  high.  Mr.  Graves  fired  after  Mr. 
Cilley. 

As  the  rifle  was  put  into  Mr.  Cilley’s  hands  the 
second  time,  I 3aw,  though  I could  not  hear,  Mr. 
Jones  giving  him  directions,  as  I thought,  to  be 
more  deliberate.  I had  heard  that  he  was  a fine 
marksman,  and  I was  extremely  uneasy  for  the 
result.  The  word  was  given;  Mr.  Graves’s  rifle 
went  of  quickly,  and,  as  he  told  me  afterwards,  ac- 
cidentally, and  into  the  ground.  Mr.  Cilley  drew 
up  very  deliberately,  aimed,  I feared,  a deadly  shot, 
and  fired.  I thought  he  had  hit  Mr.  Graves.  I 
went  to  him,  and  inquired  why  he  shot  so  quick? 
He  said  that  he  must  have  another  shot;  that  Mr. 
Menefee  had  told  him  not  to  put  his  finger  upon 
the  guard,  but  the  trigger  was  too  easy,  and  that 
he  would  next  time  shoot  his  own  way.  His  rifle 
had  gone  off  accidentally,  owing  to  his  taking  his 
finger  off  the  guard,  and  insisted  upon  another 
shot. 

It  was  very  apparent  to  me  that  Mr.  Cilley  had 
shot  at  the  life  of  Mr.  Graves.  If,  when  Mr. 
Graves’s  rifle  went  off,  without  harm  to  him,  he 
had  discharged  in  the  air,  or  reserved  his  fire,  the 
fight  would  have  been  at  an  end;  he  would  not 
again  have  jeoparded  Mr.  Graves’s  life,  and  would 
have  saved  his  own.  Mr.  Graves  was  not,  how- 
ever, touched  by  his  ball,  and  I again  withdrew  the 
challenge,  as  before,  for  explanation. 

It  was  between  the  second  and  third  exchange  of 
shots,  and  after  the  rifles  were  ordered  to  be  again 
loaded  for  the  third  fire,  the  challenge  having  been 
renewed,  that  I proposed  to  Mr.  Jones  that  Mr. 
Cilley  should  say  that,  “in  declining  to  receive  col. 
Webb’s  note,  he  meant  no  disrespect  to  Mr. 
Graves,  either  directly  or  indirectly.”  In  making 
this  proposition  1 went  beyond  my  instructions; 
but,  as  I understood  Mr.  Jones,  Mr.  Cilley  would 
not  say  those  words  alone  nor  without  adding 
words  which  did  away  the  effect  of  the  word  “ in- 
directlyand  which  left  the  parties  exactly  where 
they  were  when  they  came  upon  the  ground. 

The  statement  of  Mr.  Jones  and  myself  contains 
substantially  all  the  propositions  which  I remember 
to  have  been  made  on  the  field  for  settling  the  dif- 
ference. But  here  it  is  proper  to  remark,  that  when 
first  the  friends  assembled  at  my  instance,  much 
was  said  by  them  upon  both  sides.  A debate  was 
likely  to  ensue,  and  lest  a dispute  or  difference 
should  arise  among  ourselves,  it  was  suggested  that 
the  friends  should  consult  apart  with  the  respective 
seconds,  and  that  the  seconds  should  be  the  organs 
of  announcing  propositions  for  settling  the  dif- 
ference in  the  hearing  of  all.  This  seemed  to  be 
acceded  to  by  all  parties.  I noted  nothing,  there- 
fore, as  authorized,  except  what  proceeded  from 
Mr.  Jones  himself;  and  consequently,  do  not,  and 
cannot,  attempt  to  report  what  was  said  by  others. 
I do  not  remember  to  have  heard  Mr.  Cilley  speak 
after  he  went  on  the  ground.  He  and  Mr.  Graves 
were  ordered  to  their  positions,  after  being  in- 
structed as  to  the  word,  and  they  kept  their  posi- 
tions, eighty  yards  apart,  until  the  fight  ended.  The 
conference  of  seconds  and  friends  were  held  ex- 
actly equi-distant  from  them — of  course,  forty 
yards  off. 

I made  no  proposition  on  the  ground,  and  re- 
jected none,  without  consulting  Mr.  Crittenden  and 
Mr.  Menefee;  and  I believe  that  every  act  of  mine 
there,  and  throughout  the  whole  affair,  met  with 
their  approbation,  and  that  of  Mr.  Graves. 

It  was  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  Graves  himself, 
that  I remarked  to  Mr.  Jones,  immediately  previ- 
ous to  the  last  exchange  of  shots:  “If  this  matter 
is  not  terminated  this  shot,  and  is  not  settled,  I will 
propose  to  shorten  the  distance.”  Mr.  Graves  had 
no  confidence  in  his  own  shooting,  at  so  long  a dis- 
tance, and  directed  me  positively,  if  they  missed 
repeatedly,  to  prevent  a prolongation  of  the  affair 
by  proposing  closer  quarters. 

The  reason  why  Mr.  Graves  insisted  upon  Mr. 
Cilley’s  saying,  “either  that  he  declined  to  receive 
the  note  of  colonel  Webb,  because  he  was  not  ac- 
countable for  words  spoken  in  debate,”  or  “that, 
in  declining  to  receive  the  note,  he  did  not  do 
so  upon  the  ground  of  personal  objection  to  col. 
Webb,  as  a gentleman,”  was  because  Mr.  Cilley 
had  made  both  these  declarations,  as  Mr.  Graves 
alleged  to  his  friends,  to  him  verbally.  He  would 
not  be  satisfied  with  the  declarations  announced  on 
the  ground,  and  hi3  friends  could  not  advise  him  to 
accept  them  as  satisfactorjq  for  the  reason  that 
they  admitted  nothing  which  Mr.  Cilley  did  not 
admit  in  his  written  correspondence,  and  nothing 


which  he  did  admit  in  his  conversation  with  Mr. 
Graves.  Mr.  Graves  could  not  be  satisfied  on  the 
field,  whilst  his  adversary  was  before  him  with  a 
rifle  in  his  hand,  with  what  he  was  not  satisfied  with 
before,  whilst  looking  at  a pen  merely  in  his  own 
hand. 

I have  now  stated  the  facts,  and  the  world  can 
make  its  own  deduction  of  the  causes  which  led  to 
the  death  of  the  honorable  Mr.  Cilley.  If  I am  a 
proper  judge  of  those  causes,  and  am  expected  to 
say  what  they  were,  I will  sum  them  up  in  order: 

First.  Mr.  Cilley,  as  Mr.  Graves  affirmed,  and 
still  affirms,  denied,  in  writing,  a satisfactory  an- 
swer which  he  had  made  to  Mr.  Graves  verbally. 

Second.  He  made  this  written  denial  in  answer 
to  a letter  of  Mr.  Graves,  which  he  had  himself  re- 
quested to  be  addressed  to  him,  with  a view  to  form 
a pretext  for  a written  admission  of  the  very  facts 
he  denied. 

Third.  He  impeached  the  honor  of  one  for  whom, 
as  a gentleman,  Mr.  Graves  undertook, by  the  very 
act  of  bearing  his  note,  to  vouch. 

For  these  causes,  Mr.  Graves  challenged  him  to 
mortal  combat;  and 

Fourth.  When  Mr.  Graves  called  on  him  for 
“that  satisfaction  which  is  recognised  among  gen- 
tlemen,” he  prescribed  barbarous  and  savage  terms; 
an  unusual  weapon,  the  most  deadly,  at  the  distance 
selected,  in  the  hands  of  a good  shot. 

Fifth.  He  precipitated  the  time  of  meeting,  when 
the  second  of  Mr.  Graves  was  avowing  a want  of 
preparation  and  a desire  for  delay. 

Sixth.  A weapon,  not  one  of  a pair,  was  tender- 
ed for  the  use  of  Mr.  Graves,  in  a manner  that  was 
considered  taunting. 

Seventh.  In  the  second  exchange  of  shots,  Mr. 
Cilley  fired  deliberately  at  Mr.  Graves’  life,  after 
the  rifle  of  Mr.  Graves  had  gone  off'  accidentally, 
and  without  effect. 

Eighth.  Mr.  Graves  called  Mr.  Cilley  out  upon 
a point  of  sufficient  importance,  as  he  thought,  to 
cause  a challenge;  he  did  not  get  the  satisfaction 
he  demanded,  and  he  was  not  the  man  to  leave  the 
field  without  gaining  that  point,  after  any  number 
of  ineffectual  fires. 

And  for  reason  of  all  these  causes  the  combat 
proved  mortal.  Mr.  Cilley  wms  killed;  death  might 
have  been  the  fate  of  Mr.  Graves.  Certain  it  is, 
that  Mr.  Graves  did  not  hold  Mr.  Cilley  accounta- 
ble for  the  exercise  of  any  privilege  of  a member 
of  (he  house  of  representatives.  There  was  no 
point  of  their  controversy  when  the  plea  of  Mr. 
Cilley’s  privilege  of  debate  would  not  have  been 
held  sacred  and  sufficient  by  Mr.  Graves  and  his 
friends.  Mr.  Graves  held  him  accountable  in  de- 
fence only  of  his  own  veracity,  and  of  the  honor 
of  one  for  whom  he  had  undertaken  to  vouch  as  a 
gentleman. 

Such  are  the  more  prominent  causes  known  to 
me  which  made  this  duel  bloody,  which  made  Mr. 
Graves  insist  upon  a second  and  a third  exchange 
of  shots,  which  brought  Mr.  Cilley  to  an  untimely 
end. 

Most  respectfully, 

HENRY  A.  WISE. 

From  the  “Globe”  of  Tuesday,  the  13 thinst. 

LETTER  FROM  THE  HON.  FRANKLIN  PIERCE. 

Washington,  March  12,  1838. 

Sir:  I inclose  herewith  a number  of  “the  At- 
las,” a paper  printed  at  Boston,  for  the  purpose  of 
calling  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  a letter 
dated  in  this  city  on  the  5th  instant;  the  perusal  of 
which  has  filled  me  with  equal  pain  and  surprise. 
In  a former  letter  in  the  same  paper,  it  was  stated 
that  I was  the  second  of  Mr.  Cilley  in  the  late  tragi- 
cal duel.  This  I did  not  notice,  because  the  cor- 
rection had  already  gone  abroad,  and  also  for  the 
reason  that  so  far  as  the  immediate  relatives  and 
friends  of  the  deceased  (who  have  occupied  my 
thoughts  almost  exclusively  since  the  melancholly 
occurrence)  were  concerned,  it  was  a matter  of  no 
importance.  But  the  letter  to  which  I now  call  the 
attention  of  the  committee,  contains  statements 
which  must  be  of  the  most  painful  interest  to  those 
relatives  as  they  are  to  me:  statements  into  which 
a regard  to  their  feelings  and  my  own  character 
alike  demand  a strict  investigation.  I extract  those 
parts  of  th'e  letter  which  relates  particularly  to  my- 
self, and  into  which  I respectfully  ask  the  commit- 
tee to  institute  a rigid  inquiry. 

EXTRACTS. 

. 1st.  “If  the  matter  be  probed  to  the  bottom,  it 
will  be  found  that  Mr.  Cilley  was  sacrificed  by  his 
own  friends,  who  urged  and  induced  him  to  fight 
in  the  confident  expectation  that  he  would  kill 
Graves  at  the  first  fire.” 

2d.  “Butin  the  interval  between  that  interview 
and  the  note  he  received  from  Mr.  Graves  contain- 
ing a written  statement  of  the  substance  of  the  con- 
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versation  which  he  was  requested  to  assent  to,  he 
had  consulted,  it  is  said,  with  his  friend  Mr.  Pierce, 
of  New  Hampshire,  and  through  Mr.  Piorce,  with 
that  celebrated  duellist — celebrated  for  killing  his 
opponents  by  unfair  advantages — Mr.  Benton  of 
Missouri.  No  doubt  others  were  called  into  the 
council.  Mr.  Cilley’s  remarkable  skill  with  the 
rifle  was  well  known.” 

3d.  “When  the  carriage,  containing  Mr.  Cilley’s 
body,  drove  up  to  the  door  of  his  boarding  house, 
Mr.  Pierce,  who  boards  in  the  same  house,  is  said 
to  have  run  down  stairs  with  an  air  of  exultation, 
calling  out  for  the  news,  and  confident  that  his 
friend  had  been  successful.  The  revulsion  in  his 
feelings,  when  he  learned  the  real  state  of  the  case, 
may  be  imagined.” 

With  regard  to  the  first  extract,  I would  state 
that  I have  been  a friend  of  Mr.  Cilley  from  the 
days  of  our  college  life,  and  suppose  I may  be  one 
of  the  individuals  alluded  to,  but  that  I never  en- 
tertained or  expressed  a “confident  expectation  that 
he  would  kill  Mr.  Graves;”  but  on  the  contrary,  I 
did  express,  both  before  the  mee'.ing  and  after  the 
parties  had  left  the  city,  an  anxious  hope  that  the 
difference  might  be  settled  without  the  effusion  of 
blood.  I never  advised  Mr.  Ciiley  to  accept  the 
challenge,  nor  do  I know  any  friend  who  did. 

In  relation  to  the  second,  I state  that  he  did  con- 
sult with  me,  and  that  I advised  him  by  all  means 
to  avoid  a personal  difficulty;  if  he  could,  to  make 
his  first  note  in  reply  to  Mr.  Graves  acceptable; 
and  1 particularly  suggested  to  him  to  state  that  he 
neither  denied  or  affirmed  any  thing  with  regard  to 
Mr.  Webb’s  character,  as  I understood  him  to  say 
he  had  done  before,  in  order  that  Mr.  Graves 
should  have  no  cause  to  make  it  a matter  personal 
to  himself.  At  the  time  the  note  was  written,  I do 
not  recollect  to  have  heard  from  Mr.  Cilley,  or  any 
other  person,  that  he  was  accustomed  to  the  use  of 
the  rifle  at  all. 

When  the  second  note  was  received,  and  the 
answer  written,  I suggested  that  he  had  better  in- 
troduce the  sentiment  which  I knew  he  entertained, 
that  he  regretted  that  his  former  note  was  not  satis- 
factory, for  the  purpose  of  manifesting  still  his  dis- 
position for  reconciliation.  Mr.  Cilley  fully  con- 
curred in  all  my  suggestions. 

It  is  due  to  col.  Benton  to  state  that  I never  spoke 
with  him  on  this  subject,  until  Friday  afternoon, 
when  the  challenge  had  been  received,  and  Mr. 
Cilley  had  resolved  to  accept  it. 

In  relation  to  the  third  extract  quoted  above,  I 
have  to  state,  that  late  in  the  afternoon,  when  on 
Pennsylvania  avenue,  at  the  foot  of  Third  street, 
on  which  street  were  our  lodgings,  a messenger  on 
horseback  came  up  and  informed  me  that  he  had 
come  from  the  field,  and  that  Mr  Cilley  vvas  killed. 
I proceeded  immediately  to  our  boarding-house, 
and  announced  the  fact  to  Mr.  Williams,  general 
Wall,  and  the  family.  While  we  were  standing  in 
the  entry,  a note  from  Mr.  Wise  was  brought  in, 
stating  that  my  friend  was  wounded,  and  that  he 
had  left  him  near  the  Anacosla  bridge,  I asked  one  of 
the  gentlemen  to  take  a carriage  and  go  out  with 
me.  General  Wall  remarked,  that  he  would  pro- 
bably be  brought  in  before  we  could  get  out  of  the 
city.  Mr.  Williams  went  up  stairs  for  an  outside 
garment;  before  he  returned,  the  carriage  drove  up 
with  the  remains  of  Mr.  Cilley. 

I trust  the  committee  will  be  enabled  to  ascer- 
tain upon  what  authority  statements  so  injurious 
to  myself  and  others,  have  been  made. 

I am,  very  respectfully, 

FRANKLTN  PIERCE. 

Hon.  Isaac  Toucey, 

Chairman  of  the  committee  of  investigation. 

The  supreme  court  of  the  United  States  having 
been  invited  to  attend  the  funeral  of  Mr.  Cilley, 
adopted  the  following  resolutions,  which  we  copy 
from  “the  New  York  American.” 

Resolved,  That  the  justices  of  the  supreme  court 
entertain  a high  respect  for  the  character  of  the  de- 
ceased, sincerely  deplores  his  untimely  death,  and 
sympathize  with  his  bereaved  family  in  the  heavy 
affliction  which  has  fallen  upon  them. 

Resolved,  That  with  every  desire  to  manifest 
their  respect  for  the  house  of  representatives,  and 
the  committtee  of  the  houte,  by  whom  they  have 
been  invited,  and  for  the  memory  of  the  deceased, 
the  justices  of  the  supreme  court  cannot,  consis- 
tently with  the  duties  they  owe  to  the  public  attend 
in  their  official  characters,  the  funeral  of  one  who 
has  fallen  in  a duel. 

Ordered,  That  these  proceedings  be  entered  on 
the  minutes  of  the  court,  and  that  the  chief  justice 
enclose  a copy  to  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of 
the  house  ot  representatives. 

The  following  resolves,  introduced  by  Mr. 
Codman,  of  Portland,  were  unanimously  passed 


in  the  Maine  house  of  representatives,  on  Mon- 
day the  12th  inst. 

Resolved,  That  the  intelligence  of  the  sudden 
death  of  the  honorable  Jonathan  Cilley,  a represen- 
tative in  congress  from  this  state,  has  been  receiv- 
ed with  unfeigned  grief. 

Resolved,  That  the  people  of  this  state  hold  in 
high  estimation  the  distinguished  talents  and  public 
services  of  the  deceased,  and  feel  the  deepest  sym- 
pathy for  his  afflicted  widow,  children  and  friends. 

Resolved,  That  attested  copies  of  these  resolves 
be  forwarded  to  the  widow  of  the  deceased,  and  to 
each  of  the  senators  and  representatives  in  congress 
from  this  state. 

After  the  above  resolutions  had  been  adopted, 
Mr.  Gardiner,  of  Waterville,  introduced  several 
resolutions,  condemning  the  practice  of  duelling, 
which  were  read,  and  assigned  for  a second  reading. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  CALHOUN, 

OF  SOUTH  CAKOLINA, 

On  the  sub-treasury  bill:  delivered  in  the  senate  of  the 
United  Stales,  February  15,  1S3S. 

I regard  this  measure,  which  has  been  so  much 
denounced  as  very  little  more  than  an  attempt  to 
carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  joint  resolutions  of 
1816  and  the  deposite  act  of  1836.  The  former  pro- 
vides that  no  notes  but  those  of  specie  paying  banks 
shall  be  received  in  the  dues  of  the  government,  and 
the  latter  that  such  banks  only  shall  be  the  deposi- 
tories of  the  public  revenues  and  fiscal  agents  of  the 
government;  but  it  omitted  to  make  provisions  for 
the  contingency  of  a general  suspension  of  specie 
payments,  such  as  is  the  present.  It  followed,  ac- 
cordingly, on  the  suspension  in  May  last,  which  to- 
tally separated  the  government  and  the  banks,  that 
the  revenues  were  thrown  in  the  hands  of  the  exe- 
cutive, where  it  has  since  remained  under  its  exclu- 
sive control,  without  any  legal  provision  for  its  safe 
keeping.  The  object  of  this  bill  is  to  supply  this 
omission;  to  take  the  public  money  out  of  the  hands 
of  the  executive  and  place  it  under  the  custody  of 
the  laws,  and  to  prevent  the  renewal  of  a connexion 
which  has  proved  so  unfortunate  to  both  the  gov- 
ernment and  the  banks.  But  it  is  this  measure, 
originating  in  an  exigency  caused  by  our  own  acts, 
and  that  seeks  to  make  the  most  of  a change  effected 
by  operation  of  law,  instead  of  attempting  to  inno- 
vate, or  to  make  another  experiment,  as  has  been 
erroneously  represented,  which  has  been  denounced 
under  the  name  of  the  sub-treasury  with  such  un- 
exampled bitterness. 

In  lieu  of  this  bill,  an  amendment  has  been  offer- 
ed, as  a substitute,  by  the  senator  from  Virginia, 
furthest  from  the  chair,  (Mr.  Rives,!  which  he  in- 
forms us  is  the  first  choice  of  himself  and  those  who 
agree  with  him,  and  the  second  choice  of  those  with 
whom  he  is  allied  on  this  question.  If  I may  judge 
from  appearances,  which  can  hardly  deceive,  he 
might  have  said  their  first  choice,  under  existing  cir- 
cumstances; and  have  added,  that  despairing  of  a 
national  bank,  the  object  of  their  preference,  they 
have  adopted  his  substitute,  as  the  only  practical 
alternative  at  present.  We  have,  then,  the  question 
thus  narrowed  down  to  this  bill  and  the  proposed 
substitute.  It  is  agreed , on  all  sides,  that  one  or  the 
other  must  be  selected,  and  that  to  adopt  or  reject 
the  one,  is  to  reject  or  adopt  the  other.  The  single 
question  then  is,  which  shall  we  choose?  A deeply 
momentous  question,  which  we  are  now  called  on 
to  decide  in  behalf  of  the  states  of  this  union,  and  on 
our  decision  their  future  destiny  must,  in  a great 
degree,  depend,  so  long  as  their  union  endures. 

In  comparing  the  relative  merits  of  the  two  mea- 
sures, preparatory  to  a decision,  I shall  touch  very 
briefly  on  the  principles  and  details  of  the  bill.  The 
former  is  well  understood  by  the  senate  and  the  coun- 
try at  large,  and  the  latter  has  been  so  ably  and  lucidly 
explained  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee  in  his, 
opening  speech,  as  to  supercede  the  necessity  of 
further  remarks  on  them  at  this  stage  of  the  discus- 
sion. I propose,  then,  to  limit  myself  to  a mere 
general  summary,  accompanied  by  a few  brief  ob- 
servations. 

The  object  of  the  bill,  as  I have  already  stated,  is 
to  take  the  public  funds  out  of  the  hands  of  the  exe- 
cutive, where  they  have  been  thrown  by  the  opera- 
tion ofouracts,  and  to  place  them  under  the  custody 
of  law;  and  to  provide  for  a gradual  and  slow',  but  a 
perpetual  separation  between  the  government  and 
the  banks.  It  proposes  to  extend  the  process  of 
separating  to  the  year  1845,  receiving,  during  the 
first  year  of  the  series,  the  notes  of  such  banks  as 
may  pay  specie,  and  reducing  thereafter  the  amount 
receivable  in  notes  one-sixth  annually,  till  the  sepa- 
ration shall  be  finally  consummated  at  the  period 
mentioned. 

The  provisions  of  the  bill  are  the  most  simple  and 
effectual  that  an  able  committee  could  devise.  Four 


principal  receivers,  a few  clerks,  and  a sufficient 
number  of  agents  to  examine  the  state  of  the  public 
funds  in  order  to  see  that  all  is  right,  at  an  annual 
charge  not  exceeding  forty  or  fifty  thousand  dollars 
at  most,  constitute  the  additional  officers  and  expen- 
ditures required,  to  perform  all  the  functions  here- 
tofore discharged  by  the  banks,  as  depositories  of 
the  public  money  and  fiscal  agents  of  the  treasury. 
This  simple  apparatus  will  place  the  public  treasury 
on  an  independent  footing,  and  give  to  the  govern- 
ment, at  all  times,  a certain  command  of  its  funds 
to  meet  its  engagements,  and  preserve  its  honor  and 
faith  inviolate.  If  it  be  desirable  to  separate  from 
I he  banks,  the  government  must  have  some  inde- 
pendent agency  of  its  own  to  keep  and  disburse  the 
public  revenue;  and  if  it  must  have  such  an  agency, 
none,  in  my  opinion,  can  be  devised  more  simple, 
more  economical,  more  effectual  and  safe,  than  that 
provided  by  this  bill.  It  is  the  necessary  result  of 
the  separation,  and  to  reject  it,  without  proposing  a 
better,  (if,  indeed,  a better  can  be,)  is  to  reject  the 
separation  itself. 

I turn  now  to  the  substitute.  Its  object  is  directly 
the  reverse  of  that  of  the  bill.  It  proposes  to  revive 
the  league  of  state  banks,  and  to  renew  our  connec- 
tion with  them,  and  which  all  acknowledge  has  con- 
tributed so  much  to  corrupt  the  community,  and  to 
create  a spirit  of  speculation,  heretofore  unexampled 
in  our  history. 

The  senator  in  offering  it,  whether  wisely  or  not, 
has  at  least  acted  consistently.  He  was  its  advo- 
cate at  first  in  1834,  when  the  alternative  was  be- 
tween it  and.  the  recharter  of  the  late  Bank  of  the 
United  States.  He  then  defended  it  zealously  and 
manfully,  against  the  fierce  assaults  of  his  present 
allies,  as  lie  now  defends  it,  when  those,  who  then 
sustained  him,  have  abandoned  the  measure.  Whe- 
ther wisely  or  not,  there  is  something  heroic  in  his 
adherence,  and. I commend  him  for  it;  but  I fear  I 
cannot  say  as  much  for  his  wisdom  and  discretion. 
He  acknowledged  with  all  others,  the  disasters  that 
have  followed  the  first  experiment,  but  attributes 
the  failure  to  inauspicious  circumstances,  and  insists 
that  the  measure  has  not  had  a fair  trial.  I grant 
that  a second  experiment  may  succeed,  after  the 
first  has  failed;  but  the  senator  must  concede,  in  re- 
turn, that  every  failure  must  necessarily  weaken 
confidence,  both  in  the  experiment  and  the  experi- 
menter. He  cannot  be  more  confident  in  making 
this  second  trial  than  he  was  in  the  first;  and  if  I 
doubted  the  success  then,  and  preferred  the  sub- 
treasury to  bis  league  of  banks,  he  must  excuse  me 
for  still  adhering  to  my  opinion,  and  doubting  the 
success  of  his  second  trial.  Nor  ought  he  to  be  sur- 
rised,  that  those  who  joined  him  in  the  first  should 
e ralher  shy  of  trying  the  experiment  again,  after 
having  been  blown  into  the  air,  and  burnt  and  scald- 
ed by  the  explosion.  But,  if  the  senator  has  been 
unfortunate  in  failing  to  secure  the  co-operation  of 
those  who  aided  him  in  the  first  trial,  he  has  been 
compensated  by  securing  the  support  of  those  who 
were  then  opposed  to  him.  They  are  now  his  zeal- 
ous supporters.  In  contrasting  their  course  then 
and  now,  I intend  nothing  personal.  I make  no 
charge  of  inconsistency,  nor  do  I intend  to  imply  it. 
My  object  is  truth,  and  not  to  wound  the  feelings  of 
any  one,  or  any  party.  I know  that  to  make  out  a 
chaige  of  inconsistency,  not  only  the  question,  but 
all  the  material  circumstances  must  be  the  same. 
A change  in  either,  may  make  a change  of  vote  ne- 
cessary; and,  with  a material  variation  in  circum- 
stances, we  are  often  compelled  to  vary  our  course, 
in  order  to  preserve  our  principles.  In  this  case,  I 
conceive  that  circumstances,  as  far  as  the  present 
allies  of  the  senator  are  concerned,  have  materially 
changed.  Then  the  option  was  between  a recharter 
of  the  late  bank  and  a league  of  state  banks;  but 
now  the  former  is  out  of  the  question,  and  the  option 
is  between  such  a league  and  a total  separation  from 
the  banks.  This  being  the  alternative,  they  may 
well  take  that,  which  they  rejected  in  IS34,  without 
subjecting  themselves  to  the  charge  of  inconsistency, 
or  justly  exposing  themselves  to  the  imputation  of 
change  of  principle,  or  opinion.  I acquit  them, 
then,  of  all  such  charges.  They  doubtless  think 
now,  as  they  formerly  did,  of  the  measure,  which 
they  then  denounced  and  rejected,  but  which  a 
change  of  circumstances  now  compel  them  to  sup- 
port. But  in  thus  acquitting  them  of  the  charge  of 
inconsistency,  they  must  excuse  me  if  I availmy- 
self  of  the  fact,  that  their  opinion  remains  unchang- 
ed, as  an  argument  in  favor  of  the  bill — against  the 
substitute.  The  choice  is  between  them.  They 
are  in  the  opposite  scales.  To  take  from  the  one  is, 
in  effect,  to  add  to  the  other;  and  any  objection 
against  the  one,  is  an  argument  equally  strong  in 
favor  of  the  other.  I then  do  avail  myself  of  their 
many  powerful  objections  in  ’34  against  the  mea- 
sure, which  this  substitute  proposes  now  to  revive. 
I call  to  my  aid,  and  press  into  my  service  every 
denunciation^  they  then  uttered,  and  every  argu- 
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ment  they  then  so  successfully  urged  against  it. 
They,  no,  we  (for  I was  then,  as  now,  irreconcile- 
ably  opposed  to  the  measure)  charged  against  it, 
and  proved  what  we  charged,  that  it  placed  the  purse 
and  the  sword  in  the  same  hands;  that  it  would  be 
the  source  of  boundless  patronage  and  corruption, 
and  fatal  in  its  consequences  to  the  currency  of  the 
country;  and  I now  avail  myself  of  these,  and  all 
other  objections,  then  urged  by  us,  in  as  full  force 
against  this  substitute,  as  if  you  were  again  to  rise 
in  your  places  and  repeat  them  now;  and  of  course, 
as  so  many  arguments,  in  effect,  in  favor  of  the  bill; 
and  on  their  strength  I claim  your  vote  in  its  favor, 
unless,  indeed,  still  stronger  objections  can  be  urged 
against  it.  I say  stronger,  because  time  has  proved 
the  truth  of  all  that  was  then  said  against  the  mea- 
sure now  proposed  to  be  revived  by  this  substitute. 
What  was  then  prediction  is  now  fact.  But  what- 
ever objections  have  been,  or  may  be  urged  against 
the  bill,  however  strong  they  may  appear  in  argu- 
ment, remain  yet  to  be  tested  by  the  unerring  test  of 
time  and  experience.  Whether  they  shall  ever  be 
realized  must  be  admitted  even  by  those  who  may- 
have  the  greatest  confidence  in  them,  to  be  at  least 
uncertain;  and  it  is  the  part  of  wisdom  and  pru- 
dence, where  objections  are  equally  strong  against 
two  measures,  to  prefer  that  which  is  yet  untried,  to 
that  which  has  been  tried  and  failed.  Against  this 
conclusion,  there  is  but  one  escape. 

ft  may  be  said  that  we  are  sometimes  compelled, 
in  the  midst  of  the  many  extraordinary  circumstan- 
ces in  which  we  maybe  placed,  to  prefer  that,  which 
is  of  itself  the  more  objectionable,  to  that  which  is 
less  so  ; because  the  former  may  more  probably  lead, 
in  the  end,  to  some  desired  result,  than  the  latter. — 
To  apply  the  principle  to  this  case,  it  may  be  said 
that  the  substitute,  though  of  itself  objectionable,  is 
to  be  preferred,  because  it  would  more  probably  lead 
to  the  establishment  of  a national  bank,  than  the 
bill  which  you  believe  to  be  the  only  certain  .emedy 
for  all  the  disorders  that  affect  ttie  currency.  I ad- 
mit the  position  to  be  sound  in  principle,  but  it  is 
one  exceedingly  bold  and  full  of  danger  in  practice, 
and  ought  never  to  be  acted  on,  but  in  extreme  ca- 
ses, and  where  there  is  a rational  prospect  of  accom- 
plishing the  object  ultimately  aimed  at.  The  appli- 
cation, in  this  case,  I must  think,  would  be  rashness 
itself.  It  may  be  safely’  assumed,  that  the  success 
of  either,  whichever  may  be  adopted,  the  bill  or  the 
substitute,  would  be  fatal  to  the  establishment  of  a 
national  bank.  It  can  never  put  down  a successful 
measure  to  take  its  place ; and,  of  coursp,  that 
which  is  most  likely  to  fail,  and  re-plunge  the  coun- 
try into  all  the  disasters  of  a disordered  currency,  is 
that  which  would  most  probably  lead  to  the  restora- 
tion of  a national  bank  ; and  to  prefer  the  substi- 
tute on  that  account  is,  in  fact,  to  prefer  it  because 
it  is  the  worst  of  the  two.  But  are  you  certain  that 
another  explosion  would  be  followed  by  a bank  ? 
We  have  already  had  two;  and  it  is  far  more  proba- 
ble. that  the  third  would  impress,  universally  and 
indelibly,  on  the  public  mind,  that  there  was  some- 
thing radically  and  incurably  wrong  in  the  system 
which  would  blow  up  the  whole  concern,  national 
bank  and  all. 

If  I may  be  permitted  to  express  an  opinion,  I 
would  say,  you  have  pursued  a course  on  this  sub- 
ject, unfortunate  both  for  yourselves  and  country. 
You  are  opposed  both  to  the  league  of  banks,  and  the 
sub-treasury’.  Yo  : prefer  a national  bank  ; and 
regard  it  as  the  only  safe  and  certain  regulator  of 
the  currency,  but  consider  it,  for  the  present,  out  of 
the  question,  and  are  therefore  compelled  to  choose 
between  the  other  two.  By  supporting  the  substi- 
tute, you  will  be  held  responsible  for  all  the  mischief 
and  disasters  that  may  tollow  the  revival  of  the  pet 
bank  system,  as  it  has  been  called,  with  the  almost 
certain  defeat  of  your  first  and  cherished  choice  ; 
and  those  you  oppose  will  reap  all  the  benefits  of 
the  power,  patronage  and  influence,  which  it  may 
place  in  their  hands,  without  incurring  any  portion 
of  the  responsibility.  But  that  is  not  all.  'The  suc- 
cess of  the  substitute  would  be  the  defeat  of  the  bill, 
which  would,  in  like  manner,  place  on  you  the  res- 
ponsibility of  its  defeat,  and  give  those  you  oppose, 
all  the  advantage  of  having  supported  it  without  any 
of  the  responsibility,  that  would  have  belonged  to 
it,  had  it  been  adopted.  Had  a different  course  been 
taken — had  you  joined  in  aiding  to  extend  the  cus- 
tody of  the  laws  over  the  public  revenue,  in  the 
hands  of  the  Executive,  where  your  own  acts  have 
placed  it,  and  for  which  you,  of  course,  are  respon- 
sible, throwing  the  blame  at  the  same  time  on  those, 
to  whom  you  attribute  the  present  disordered  state 
of  the  currency,  the  burthen  of  the  responsibility, 
you  would  hare  stood  ready  to  profit  by  events.  If 
the  sub-treasury,  contrary  to  your  anticipation,  suc- 
ceeded, as  patriots,  you  would  have  cause  to  rejoice 
in  the  unexpected  good.  If  it  failed,  you  would 
have  the  credit  of  having  anticipated  the  result,  and 
might  then  after  a double  triumph  of  sagacity  and 


foresight,  have  brought  forward  your  favorite  meas- 
ure, with  a fair  prospect  of  success,  when  every 
other  had  failed.  By  not  taking  this  course,  you 
have  lost  the  only  prospect  of  establishing  a national 
bank. 

Nor  has  your  course,  in  my  opinion,  been  fortu- 
nate for  the  country.  Had  it  been  different,  the 
currency  question  would  have  been  decided  at  the 
called  session  ; and  had  it  been  decided  then,  the 
country  would  this  day  have  been  in  a much  better 
condition  : at  least  the  manufacturing  and  commer- 
cial section  to  the  north,  where  the  derangement  of 
the  cuirency  is  felt  the  most  severely.  The  south  is 
comparatively  in  an  easy  condition. 

Such  are  the  difficulties  that  stand  in  the  way 
of  the  substitute  at  the  very  threshold.  Those  be- 
yond are  vastly  greater,  as  I shall  now  proceed  to 
show.  Its  object  as  I have  stated,  is  to  revive  the 
league  of  state  banks,  and  the  first  question  pre- 
sented for  consideration  is.  how  is  this  to  be  done- 
how  is  the  league  to  be  formed:  how  stimulated 
into  life  when  lormed  ; amt  what  after  it  has  been 
revived,  would  be  the  true  character  of  the  league 
or  combination  ? To  answer  these  questions  we 
must  turn  to  its  provisions. 

It  provides  that  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  shall 
select  twenty-five  specie  paying  banks,  as  the  fiscal 
agents  of  the  government,  all  to  be  respectable  and 
substantial,  and  that  the  selection  shall  be  confirmed 
by  the  joint  vote  of  the  two  houses.  It  also  pro- 
vides, that  they  shall  be  made  tb  : depositories  of 
the  public  money,  and  that  their  notes  shall  be  re- 
ceivable in  the  dues  of  the  government ; and  that  in 
turn,  for  these  advantages,  they  shall  stipulate  to 
perform  certain  duties,  and  comply  with  various 
conditions,  the  object  of  which  is,  to  give  to  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  full  knowledge  of  their 
condition  and  business,  with  the  view  to  supervise 
and  control  their  acts,  as  far  as  the  interest  of  the 
government  is  concerned.  In  addition  to  these,  it 
contains  other  and  important  provisions,  which  I 
shall  not  enumerate,  because  they  do  not  fall  within 
the  scope  of  the  objections,  that  I propose  to  urge 
against  the  measure. 

Now  I ask  wdiat  does  all  this  amount  to?  What 
but  a proposal  on  the  part  of  the  government  to  enter 
info  a contract  or  bargain,  with  certain  selected 
state  banks,  on  the  terms  and  conditions  contained. 
Have  we  the  right  to  make  such  a bargain  is  the 
first  question  ; and  to  that,  1 give  a decided  nega- 
tive, which  I hope  to  place  on  constitutional 
grounds,  that  cannot  be  shaken.  I intend  to  discuss 
it,  with  other  questions  growing  out  of  the  connec- 
tion of  the  government  with  the  banks,  as  a new 
question  for  the  first  time  presented  for  considera- 
tion and  decision.  Strange  as  it  may  seem,  the 
questions  growing  out  of  it,  as  long  as  it  has  existed, 
have  never  yet  been  presented  nor  investigated  in 
reference  to  their  constitutionality.  How  this  has 
happened,  I shall  now  proceed  to  explain,  prepara- 
tory to  the  examination  of  the  question,  which  I 
have  proposed. 

The  union  of  the  government  and  the  banks  was 
never  legally’  solemnized.  It  originated  shortly  after 
the  government  went  into  operation,  not  in  any  legal 
enactment,  but  in  a short  order  of  the  treasury  de- 
partment of  not  much  more  than  a half  a dozen  of 
lines,  as  if  it  were  a mere  matter  of  course.  We 
thus  glided  imperceptibly  into  a connection,  which 
was  never  recognized  by  law  till  1816,  (if  my  mem- 
ory serves,)  but  which  has  produced,  more  impor- 
tant after  consequences,  and  has  had  a greater  con- 
trol over  the  destiny  of  this  country,  than  any  one 
of  the  mighty  questions,  which  have  so  often  and 
deeply  agitated  the  conntiy.  To  it  may  be  traced, 
as  their  seminal  principle,  the  vast  and  extraordinary 
expansion  of  our  banking  system,  our  excessive  im- 
port duties,  unconstitutional  and  profuse  disburse- 
ments, the  protective  tariff,  and  its  associated  sys- 
tem for  spending  what  it  threw  into  the  treasury, 
followed  in  time  by  a vast  surplus  which  the  utmost 
extravagance  of  the  government  could  not  dissipate, 
and  finally,  by  a sort  of  retributive  justice,  the  ex- 
plosion of  the  entire  banking  system,  and  the  pre- 
sent prostrated  condition  of  the  currency,  now  the 
subject  of  our  deliberation. 

How  a measure,  fraught  with  such  important  con- 
sequences should  at  first,  and  for  so  long  a time 
should  have  escaped  the  attention  and  the  investiga- 
tion of  the  public,  deserves  a passing  notice.  It  is 
to  be  explained  by  the  false  conception  of  the  en- 
tire subject  of  banking,  which  at  that  early  period 
universally  prevailed  in  the  community.  So  erro- 
neous was  it,  that  a bank  note  was  then  identified 
in  the  mind  of  the  public  with  gold  and  silver,  and 
a deposite  in  bank  was  regarded,  as  under  the  most 
safe  and  sacred  custody,  that  could  be  devised.  The 
original  impression,  derived  from  the  bank  of  Ams- 
terdam, where  every  note,  or  certificate  in  circula- 
tion, was  honestly  represented  by  an  equal  and  spe- 
cific quantity  of  gold  or  silver  in  bank,  and  where 


every  deposite,  was  kppt,  as  a sacred  trust,  to  be 
safely  returned  to  the  depository,  when  demanded, 
was  extended  to  banks  of  discount,  down  to  the 
time  of  the  formation  of  our  government,  with  but 
slight  modifications.  With  this  impression,  it  is 
not  at  all  extraordinary,  that  the  deposite  of  the  re- 
venue in  banks  for  safe  keeping,  and  the  receipt  of 
their  notes  in  the  public  dues,  should  be  considered,  a 
matter  of  course,  requiring  no  higher  authority  than 
a treasury  order : and  hence  a connection,  with  all 
Ihe  important  questions  belonging  to  it  and  now 
considered  of  vast  magnitude,  received  so  little 
notice,  till  public  attention  was  directed  to  it  by  its 
recent  rupture.  This  total  separation  from  the  sys- 
tem, in  which  we  now  find  ourselves  placed,  for  the 
first  time,  authorises  and  demands,  that  we  shall  in- 
vestigate freely  and  fully,  not  only  the  consequen- 
ces of  the  connection,  but  all  the  questions  growing 
out  of  it,  more  especially  those  of  a constitutional 
character  , and  I shall  in  obedience  to  this  demand 
return  to  the  question  from  which  this  digression 
has  carried  me  so  far. 

Have  we  then  the  right  to  make  the  bargain  pro- 
posed ? Have  we  the  right  to  bestow  the  high  privi- 
liges,  I might  say  prerogatives,  on  them  of  being 
made  the  depositories  of  the  public  revenue,  and  of 
having  their  notes  received  and  treated  as  gold  and 
silver  in  the  dues  of  the  government  and  in  all  its  fis- 
cal transactions  ? Have  we  the  right  to  do  all  this 
in  order  lo  bestow  confidence  in  the  banks,  with 
the  view  to  enable  them  to  resume  specie  payments  ? 
What  is  the  state  of  the  case:  The  banks  are  deeply 
indebted  to  the  country,  and  are  unable  to  pay;  and 
we  are  asked  to  give  them  these  advantages,  in  or- 
der to  enable  them  to  pay  their  debts.  Can  we  grant 
the  boon?  In  answering  this  important  question,  I 
begin  with  the  fact,  that  our  government  is  one  of 
limited  powers.  It  can  exercise  no  right  but  what  is 
specifically  granted ; nor  pass  any  law  but  what  is 
necessary  and  proper  to  carry  such  power  into  effect. 
This  small  pamphlet  (holding  it  up)  contains  the 
constitution.  Its  grants  of  power  are  few  and  plain 
and  I ask  gentlemen  to  turn  to  ir,  and  point  out  the 
power,  that  authorizes  us  to  do  what  is  proposed  to 
be  done,  or  to  show  that,  to  pass  this  substitute,  is 
necessary  to  carry  any  of  the  granted  powers  into 
elfect.  If  neither  can  be  shown,  what  is  proposed, 
cannot  be  constitutionally  done  ; and  till  it  is  speci- 
fically pointed  out,  I am  warranted  in  believing,  that 
it  cannot  be  shown. 

Our  reason  is  often  confounded  by  a mere  name. 
An  act.  in  the  minds  of  many,  may  become  of  doubt- 
ful constitutional  authority,  when  applied  to  a bank, 
which  none  would  for  a moment,  hesitate  to  pro- 
nounce grossly  unconstitutional,  when  applied  to  an 
individual.  To  free  ourselves  from  this  illusion,  I 
ask,  could  this  government  constitutionally  bestow 
on  ind  viduals,  or  a private  association,  the  advanta- 
ges proposed  to  be  bestowed  on  the  selected  banks, 
in  order  to  enable  them  to  pay  their  debts?  Is  there 
one  who  hears  me,  w:ho  would  venture  to  say,  yes, 
even  in  the  case  of  the  most  extensive  merchant  or 
mercantile  concern,  such  as  some  of  those  in  New 
York,  or  New  Orleans,  at  the  late  suspension, 
whose  embarrassments  involved  entire  sections  in  dis- 
tress? But,  if  not,  on  what  principle  can  a discrimina- 
tion be  made  in  favor  of  the  banks?  They  are  local 
institutions  created  by  the  states  for  local  purposes, 
composed,  like  private  associations,  ofindividual  citi- 
zens, on  whom  the  acts  of  the  state  cannot  confer  a 
particle  of  constitutional  right  under  this  constitution, 
that  does  not  belong  to  the  humblest  ci'izen.  So  far 
from  it,  if  there  be  a distinction,  it  is  against  the 
banks.  They  are  removed  farther  from  the  control 
of  this  government  than  the  individual  citizens,  who, 
by  the  constitution,  are  expressly  subject  to  the 
direct  action  of  this  government  in  many  instances  ; 
while  the  state  banks,  as  constituting  a portion  of 
the  domestic  institutions  of  the  states,  and  resting 
on  their  reserved  rights,  are  entirely  beyond  our 
control ; so  much  so,  as  not  to  be  the  subject  of 
abanlc.upt  law,  although  the  authority  to  pass  one 
is  expressly  granted  by  the  constitution. 

On  what  possible  ground,  then,  can  the  right  in 
question  be  placed,  unless,  indeed,  on  the  broad 
principle  that  these  local  institutions,  intended  for 
state  purposes,  have  been  so  extended  and  have  so 
connected  themselves  with  the  general  circulation 
and  business  of  the  country,  as  to  effect  the  interest 
of  the  wliole  community,  so  as  to  make  it  the  right 
and  duty  of  congress  to  regulate  them  ; or,  in  short, 
on  the  broad  principle  of  the  general  welfare  ? There 
is  none  other,  that  1 can  perceive:  but  this  would 
be  to  adopt  the  old  and  exploded  principle,  at  all 
times  dangerous,  but  pre-eminently  so  at  this  time, 
when  such  loose  and  dangerous  conceptions  of  the 
constitution  are  abroad  in  the  land.  If  the  argument 
is  good,  in  one  case,  it  is  good  in  all  similar  cases. 
If  this  government  may  interfere  with  any  one  of 
the  domestic  institutions  of  the  stales,  on  the  ground 
of  promoting  the  general  welfare,  it  may  with  oth- 
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ers.  II'  it  may  bestow  privileges  to  control  them,  it 
may  also  appropriate  money  lor  the  same  purpose; 
and  thus  a door  might  be  opened  to  an  interference 
with  state  institutions,  of  which  we  ofa  certain  sec- 
tion ought  at  this  lime  to  be  not  a little  jealous. 

The  argument  might  be  pushed  much  farther. 
We  not  only  oiler  to  confer  great  and  important  pri- 
vileges on  the  banks  to  be  selected,  but,  in  turn,  ask 
them  to  stipulate  to  comply  with  certain  conditions, 
the  object  of  which  is  to  bring  them  under  the  super- 
vision and  control  of  this  government.  It  might  be 
asked,  where  is  the  right  to  purchase  or  assume  such 
supervision,  or  control  ? It  might  be  repeated,  that 
they  are  state  institutions,  incorporated  solely  for 
state  purposes,  and  to  be  entirely  understate  control, 
and  that  all  supervision  on  our  part  is  in  violation  of 
the  rights  of  the  states.  It  might  be  argued  that 
such  supervision  or  control,  is  calculated  to  weaken 
the  control  of  the  states  over  their  own  institutions, 
and  to  render  them  less  subservient  to  their  peculiar 
and  local  interests,  for  the  promotion  of  which  they 
were  established  ; and  too  subservient  to  other,  and, 
perhaps  conflicting  interests,  which  might  feel  but 
little  sympathy  with  those  of  the  states.  But  I for- 
bear. Other,  and  not  less  urgent  objections  claim 
my  attention.  To  dilate  too  much  on  one,  would 
necessarily  sacrifice  the  claim  of  others. 

I next  object,  that  whatever  may  be  the  right  to 
enter  into  tile  proposed  bargain,  the  mode  in  which 
it  is  proposed  to  make  it  is  clearly  unconstitutional, 
if  I rightly  comprehend  it.  I am  not  certain  that  I 
do;  but,  if  1 understand  it  rightly,  the  plan  is,  for 
the  secretary  of  t he  treasury  to  select  twenty-five 
state  banks,  as  described  in  the  substitute,  which  are 
to  be  submitted  to  the  two  houses  to  be  confirmed 
or  rejected,  by  their  joint  resolutions,  without,  the 
approval  of  the  president;  in  t :e  same  mode,  as 
they  would  appoint  a chaplain,  or  establish  a joint 
rule  for  the  gov  ernment  of  their  proceedings. 

In  acting  on  the  joint  resolution,  if  what  I suppose 
be  intended,  each  house  would  have  the  right,  ol 
course,  to  strike  from  il  the  name  of  any  bank  and 
insert  another,  which  would  in  fact  vest  in  the  two 
houses  the  uncontrolable  right  of  making  the  selec- 
tion. Now,  if  this  be  the  mode  propose  I,  as  I infer 
from  the  silence  of  the  mover,  il  is  a plain  and  pal- 
pable violation  of  the  constitution.  The  obvious  in- 
tention is,  to  evade  the  veto  power  of  the  executive, 
which  cannot  be,  without  an  infraction  of  an  express 
provision  ol  the  constitution,  drawn  up  with  the  ut- 
most care,  and  intended  to  prevent  the  possibility  of 
evasion.  It  is  contained  in  the  1st  arlirle,  7th  sec- 
tion, and  the  last  clause,  which  I ask  the  secretary 
to  read  : 

[“  Every  order,  resolution,  or  vote,  to  which  the 
concurrence  of  the  senate  and  house  of  representa- 
tives may  be  necessary',  (except  on  a question  of 
adjournment)  shall  be  presented  to  the  president  of 
the  Uniled  States,  and  before  the  same  shall  take 
effect,  shall  be  approved  by  him,  or  being  disappro- 
ved by  him,  shall  be  repassed  by  two-thirds  of  the 
senate  and  house  of  representatives,  according  to 
the  rules  and  limitations  prescribed  in  the  case  of  a 
bill.”] 

Nothing  can  be  more  explicit  or  full.  It  is  no 
more  possible  to  evade  the  executive  veto,  on  any 
joint  vote,  than  in  the  passage  of  a bill.  The  veto 
was  vested  in  him  not  only  to  protect  his  own  pow- 
ers, but  as  an  additional  guard  to  the  constitution.  I 
am  not  the  advocate  of  executive  power,  which  I 
have  been  often  compelled  to  resist  of  late,  when 
extended  beyond  its  proper  limits,  as  I shall  ever  be 
prepared  lo  do  when  it  is.  Noram  I the  advocate  of 
legislative  or  judicial.  I stand  ready' to  protect  all, 
within  the  sphere  assigned  by  the  constitution,  and 
to  resist  them  beyond.  To  this  explicit  and  com- 
prehensive provision  of  the  constitution,  in  protec- 
tion of  the  veto,  there  is  but  a single  exception,  re- 
sulting, by  necessary  implication,  from  another  por- 
tion of  the  instrument,  not  less  explicit,  which 
authorizes  each  house  to  establish  the  rules  of  its 
proceedings.  Under  this  provision  the  two  houses 
have  full  and  uncontrolable  authority  within  the 
limits  of  their  respective  walls,  and  over  those  sub- 
ject to  their  authority,  in  their  official  character.  To 
that  extent,  they  may  pass  joint  votes  and  resolu- 
tions, without  the  approval  of  the  executive  ; but 
beyond  that,  without  it,  they  are  powerless. 

There  is  in  this  case  special  reasons  why  his  ap- 
proval should  not  be  evaded.  The  president  is  at 
the  head  of  the  administrative  department  of  the 
government,  and  is  especially  responsible  for  its 
good  management.  In  order  to  hold  him  responsi- 
ble, he  ought  to  have  due  power  in  the  selection  of 
its  agents,  and  proper  control  over  their  conduct. 
These  banks  would  be  by  far  the  most  powerful  and 
influential  of  all  the  agents  of  the  government,  and 
ought  not  to  be  selected  without  the  concurrence  of 
the  'xecutive.  If  this  substitute  should  be  adopted, 
and  flip  provision  in  question  be  regarded  such,  as  I 
consider  it,  there  can  be  no  doubt  what  must  be  the 


fate  of  the  measure.  The  executive  will  be  bound 
to  protect,  by  the  intervention  of  its  constitutional 
right,  the  portion  of  power  clearly  allotted  to  that 
department  by  that  instrument,  which  would  make 
it  impossible  lor  it  lo  become  a law,  with  the  exist- 
ing division  in  the  two  houses. 

I have  not  yet  exhausted  my  constitutional  objec- 
tions. I rise  lo  higher  and  to  broader,  apply  ing 
directly  to  the  very  essence  of  this  substitute.  I 
deny  your  light  to  make  a general  deposite  of  the 
public  revenue  in  a bank.  More  than  half  of  the 
errors  of  life  may  be  traced  to  fallacies  originating 
in  an  improper  use  of  words;  and  among  not  the 
least  mischievous  is  the  application  of  this  word  to 
bank  transactions,  in  a sense  wholly  different  from 
its  original  meaning.  Originally  it  meant  a thing 
placed  in  trust,  or  pledged  to  be  safely  and  sacredly 
kept,  till  returned  to  the  depositor,  without  being 
used  by  the  depository,  while  in  his  possession.  All 
this  is  changed  when  applied  to  a deposite  in  bank. 
Instead  of  returning  the  identical  thing,  the  bank  is 
understood  to  be  bound  to  return  only  an  equal  value; 
and  instead  of  not  having  the  use,  it  is  understood  to 
have  the  right  to  loan  il  out  on  interest,  or  to  dispose 
of  it  as  it  pleases,  with  the  single  condition,  that  an 
equal  amount  be  returned,  when  demanded,  which 
experience  has  taught  is  not  always  done.  To  place, 
then,  the  public  money  in  deposite,  in  bank,  without 
restriction,  is  to  give  the  free  use  of  it,  and  to  allow 
them  lo  make  as  much  as  they  can  out  of  it,  be- 
tween the  time  of  deposite  and  disbursement.  Have 
we  such  aright?  The  money  belongs  to  the  people, 
— collected  from  them  for  specific  purposes, — in 
which  they  have  a general  interest, — and  for  that 
only:  and  what  possible  right  can  we  have  to  give 
such  use  of  it  to  certain  selected  corporations  ? I 
ask  for  the  provision  of  the  constitution  that  author- 
izes it.  L ask,  if  we  could  grant  the  use,  lor  similar 
purposes,  to  private  associations  or  individuals?  Or 
if  not  to  them,  to  individual  officers  of  the  govern- 
ment; for  instance,  to  the  four  principal  receivers 
under  this  bill,  should  it  pass?  And  if  this  cannot 
be  done,  that  the  distinction  be  pointed  out. 

If  these  questions  be  satisfactorily  answered,  1 
shall  propound  others  still  more  difficult.  I shall 
then  ask,  if  the  substitute  should  become  a law,  and 
the  tweniy-five  banks  be  selected,  whether  they 
would  not  in  fact  be  the  tieasury  ? And  if  not,  I 
would  ask,  where  would  be  the  treasury  ? But  if 
the  treasury,  I would  ask,  if  public  money  in  bank 
would  not  be  in  the  treasury  ? And  if  so,  how  can 
it  be’drawn  from  it  to  be  lent  for  the  purpose  of  trade, 
speculation,  or  any  other  use  whatever,  against  an 
express  provision  of  the  constitution  ? Yes,  as  ex- 
press as  words  can  make  it.  I ask  the  secretary  to, 
read  the  1st  article,  9th  section,  and  the  clause  next 
to  the  last. 

“ No  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  treasury,  but 
in  consequence  of  appropriations  made  by  law;  and 
a regular  statement  and  account  of  the  receipts  and 
expenditures  ol'  all  pub.ic  money  shall  be  published 
from  time  to  time.” 

How  clear!  How  explicit!  No  money  to  be 
drawn  from  the  treasury  but  in  consequence  of  ap- 
propriations made  by'  law; — that  is,  the  object  on 
which  the  expenditure  is  to  be  made,  to  be  designat- 
ed by  law,  and  the  sum  allotted  to  effect  it,  specified  ; 
and  yet  we  have  lived  in  the  daily  and  habitual  vio- 
lation of  this  great  fundamental  provision,  from  al- 
most the  beginning  of  our  political  existence  to  this 
day.  Behold  the  consequences  ! ft  lias  prostrated 
and  engnlphed  the  very  institutions  which  have  en- 
joyed this  illicit  favor,  and  tainted,  above  all  other 
causes,  the  morals  and  politics  of  the  whole  country. 
Yes,  to  this  must  be  traced,  as  one  of  the  main  causes, 
the  whole  system  of  extensive  revenue,  excessive  ex- 
penditure, and  excessive  surpluses;  and  to  them, 
especially  the  last,  the  disastrous  overthrow  of  the 
banks  and  the  currency,  and  the  unexampled  dege- 
neracy of  public  and  private  morals,  which  have  fol- 
lowed . We  have  suffered  the  affliction,  may  the 
blessing,  which  follows  chastisement,  when  its  jus- 
tice is  confessed,  come  in  due  season. 

But  I take  a still  higher  ground.  I strike  at  the 
root  of  the  mischief.  1 deny  the  right  of  this  govern- 
ment to  treat  bank  notes  as  money  in  its  fiscal  trans- 
actions. On  this  great  question,  I never  have  before 
committed  myself,  though  not  generally  disposed  to 
abstain  from  forming  or  expressing  opinions.  In  all 
instances,  in  which  a national  bank  has  come  in 
question,  I have  invariably  taken  my  ground,  that  if 
the  government  has  the  right  to  receive  and  treat 
bank  notes  as  moupy,  it  had  the  right,  and  was  bound 
under  the  constitution,  to  regulate  them,  so  as  to 
make  them  uniform  and  stable  as  a currency.  The 
reasons  for  this  opinion  are  obvious,  and  have  been 
so  often  and  fully  expressed  on  former  occasions,  that 
it  would  be  useless  to  repeat  them  now:  but  I never 
examined  fully  the  right  of  receiving,  or  made  up  my 
mind  on  it,  till,  since  the  catastrophe  in  May  last, 
which,  as  I have  said,  entirely  separated  the  govern- 


ment from  the  banks.  Previous  to  that  period,  it  was 
an  abstract  question,  with  no  piactical  bearing;  as 
much  so  as  is  now  the  constitutional  right  of  admit- 
ting Louisiana  into  the  Union.  Things  are  now  al- 
tered. The  connexion  is  dissolved  ; and  it  has  be- 
come a practical  question  of  the  first  magnitude. 

The  mover  of  the  substitute  assumed  as  a postu- 
late, that  this  government  had  a right  to  receive  in  its 
dues,  whatever  it  might  think  proper.  I deny  the 
position  in  toto.  It  is  one,  that  ought  not  lo  be  as- 
sumed, and  cannot  be  proved,  and  which  is  opposed 
by  powerful  objections.  The  genius  of  our  constitu- 
tion is  opposed  to  the  assumption  of  power.  What- 
ever power  it  gives  is  expressly  granted  ; and  if 
proof  were  wanted,  the  numerous  grants  of  powers 
far  more  obvious  and  apparently  much  more  safe  lo 
be  assumed  than  the  one  in  question,  would  afford  it. 

I shall  cite  a few  striking  instances. 

If  any'  powers  might  be  assumed,  one  would  sup- 
pose, that  of  applying  money  to  pay  the  debts  of  the 
government,  and  borrowing  it  to  carry  on  its  opera- 
tions would  be  among  them  ; — yet  botii  are  expressly 
provided  for  by  the  constitution.  Again,  to  congress 
is  granted  the  power  to  declare  war  and  raise  armies 
and  navies  ; yet  the  power  to  grant  letters  of  marque 
and  reprisal  and  to  make  rules  for  the  regulation  of 
the  army  and  navy  are  not  left  to  assumption,  as  ob- 
vious as  they  are,  but  are  given  by  express  grant. 
With  these  and  other  instances  not  less  striking, 
which  might  be  added,  it  is  a bold  step  to  assume, 
without  proof,  the  far  less  obvious  power  of  the 
government  receiving  whatever  it  pleases  in  its  dues 
as  money.  Such  an  assumption  would  be  in  direct 
conflict  with  the  great  principle  which  the  state 
rights  parly,  with  which  the  senator  (Mr.  Rives) 
classes  himself,  have  ever  adopted  in  the  construction 
of  the  constitution.  But,  if  the  former  cannot  be  as- 
sumed, it  would  be  in  vain  to  attempt  to  prove  that 
it  has  been  granted,  or  that  it  is  necessary  and  pro- 
per to  carry  any  of  the  granted  powers  into  effect. 
No  such  attempt  has  been  made,  nor  can  be,  with 
success.  On  the  contrary,  there  are  strong  objections 
to  the  power,  which,  in  iny  opinion,  cannot  be  sur- 
mounted. 

If  once  admitted,  it  would  lead  by  consequence  to 
a necessary  interference  with  individual  and  state 
concerns  never  contemplated  by  the  constitution. 
Let  us,  for  instance,  suppose  that,  acting  on  the  as- 
sumption of  the  senator,  the  government  should 
choose  to  select  tobacco  as  an  article  to  be  received 
in  payment  of  its  dues,  which  would  be  as  well  en- 
titled to  it  as  any  other  product,  and  in  which  the 
senator’s  constituents  are  so  much  interested.  Does 
he  not  see  the  consequences?  In  order  to  make  its 
taxes  uniform,  which  it  is  bound  to  do  by  the  consti- 
tution, and  which  cannot  be  done  unless  the  medium 
in  which  it  is  paid  is  so,  the  government  would  have 
to  assume  a general  control  over  the  great  staple  in 
question;  to  regulate  the  weight  of  the  hogshead  or 
package  ; to  establish  inspections  under  its  ow  n offi- 
cers in  order  to  determine  the  quality,  and  whatever 
idse  might  be  necessary  to  make  the  payments  into 
the  treasury  uniform.  So  likewise,  if  the  still  greater 
staple,  cotton,  be  selected.  The  weight  of  the  bale, 
the  quality  of  the  cotton,  and  its  inspection  w ould  all 
necessarily  fall  under  the  control  of  the  government ; 
and  does  not  the  senator  see  that  the  exercise  of  a 
power  that  must  lead  to  such  consequences — conse- 
quences so  far  beyond  the  sphere  assigned  to  this 
government  by  the  constitution,  must  be  unconstitu- 
tional? Nor  does  the  objection  extend  only  to  these 
and  other  staple  articles.  It  applies  w ith  equal,  if 
not  greater  force,  to  receiving  the  notes  of  state 
banks,  as  proposed  by  the  substitute,  in  the  dues  of 
the  government  and  the  management  of  its  fiscal  con- 
cerns. It  must  involve  the  government  in  the  neces- 
sity of  controlling  and  regulating  state  banks,  as  this 
substitute  abundantly  proves,  as  well  as  the  whole 
history  of  our  connection  with  them;  and  it  has  been 
shown  that  banks  are,  at  least,  as  far  removed  from 
the  control  of  this  government  as  the  cultivators  of 
the  soil,  or  any  other  class  of  citizens.  To  this  I 
might  add  another  objection  ; not  less  strong,  that  for 
the  government  to  receive  and  treat  bank  notes  as 
money  in  its  dues,  would  be  in  direct  conflict,  in  its 
effect,  with  the  important  power  conferred  expressly' 
on  congress  of  coining  money'  and  regulating  the  va- 
lue thereof:  but  as  this  will  come  in  with  more  pro- 
priety in  answer  to  an  argument  advanced  by  the 
senator  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Webster,)  I shall 
now  state  his  argument  and  reply  to  it. 

He  asserted  again  and  again,  both  now  and  at  the 
extra  session,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  government 
not  only'  to  regulate,  but  to  furnish  a sound  currency. 
Indeed,  it  is  the  principal  argument  relied  on  by  the 
senator  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  which  he  says  aban- 
dons this  great  duty.  Now,  if  by  currency  be  meant 
gold  and  silver  coins,  there  w ill  be  but  little  difference 
between  him  and  myself.  To  that  extent  the  govern- 
ment has  a clear  and  unquestionable  right  by  express 
grant ; but  if  he  goes  farther,  and  intends  to  asser  t 


58 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— MARCH  24,  1838— MR.  CALHOUN’S  SPEECH. 


that  the  government  has  the  right  to  make  banknotes 
a currency,  which  it  is  bound  to  regulate,  then  his 
proposition  is  identical  in  effect,  though  differently 
expressed,  with  that  of  the  senator  from  Virginia, 
(Mr.  Rives,)  and  all  the  arguments  I have  urged 
against  it  are  equally  applicable  to  his.  I hold,  on 
my  part,  that  the  power  of  the  government  on  this 
subject  is  limited  to  coining  money  and  regulating  its 
value,  and  punishing  the  counterfeiting  of  the  cur- 
rent coins  ; — that  is,  of  the  coins  made  current  by  law, 
the  only  money  known  to  the  constitution.  It  is  time 
to  make  a distinction  between  money,  or  currency, 
if  you  please — between  that  which  will  legally  pay 
debts,  and  mere  circulation,  which  has  its  value  from 
its  promise  to  be  paid  in  the  former,  and  under  which 
classification,  bank  notes  as  well  as  bills  or  promisory 
notes  of  individuals  fall.  These  are  all  in  their  na- 
ture private  and  local,  and  cannot  be  elevated  to  the 
level  currency,  or  money,  in  the  fiscal  transactions  of 
government,  without  coming  into  conflict,  more  or 
less,  with  the  object  of  the  constitution  in  vesting  the 
very  power  in  congress,  which  I shall  now  proceed 
to  show. 

It  will  hardly  be  questioned,  that  the  object  was 
to  fix  a standard  in  order  to  furnish  to  the  union  a 
currency  of  uniform  and  steady  value,  and  was 
therefore  united  in  the  same  sentence  with  the  rel- 
ative power  to  fix  the  standard  of  weights  and 
measures, — the  objects  being  similar.  Now,  if  our 
experience'  has  proved  any  thing,  it  has  amply 
shown  that  so  long  as  the  government  is  connected 
with  the  banks,  and  their  notes  received  in  its  trans- 
actions, as  money,  so  long  it  is  impossible  to  give 
any  thing  like  stability  to  the  standard  of  value; 
and  that  the  power  of  coining,  and  regulating  the 
coins,  becomes  in  a great  measure  a mere  nullity. 
Every  dollar  issued  in  bank  notes,  when  it  is  made 
the  substitute  for  money,  drives  out  of  circulation 
more  or  less  of  the  precious  metals  ; and  when 
the  issue  becomes  exorbitant,  gold  and  silver  al- 
most entirely  disappears,  as  our  experience  at  this 
time  proves.  The  effects  are  analogous  to  alloying 
or  clipping  the  coin,  as  far  as  stability  of  standard 
is  concerned  ; and  it  would  be  not  less  rational  to 
suppose,  that  such  a power  on  the  part  of  individ- 
uals, would  be  consistent  with  a uniform  and  stable 
currency,  than  to  suppose  the  receiving  and  treat- 
ing bank  notes  as  a substitute  for  money  by  the 
government,  would  be.  The  only  check  or  remedy 
is  to  restrict  them  to  their  proper  sphere,  to  circu- 
late in  common  with  bills  of  exchange  or  other 
private  and  local  paper,  for  the  convenience  of 
business  and  trade.  So  far  from  such  a course  op- 
erating injuriously  on  the  people,  or  from  being 
liable  to  the  charge  of  forming  one  currency  forthe 
people  and  another  for  the  government,  as  has  been 
so  often  and  with  such  effect  repeated,— it  is  the 
very  reverse.  Government  by  refusing  to  receive 
bank  notes,  as  it  is  bound  to  do,  would  in  fact  fur- 
nish a choice  to  the  people,  to  take  either  money  or 
notes  at  their  pleasure.  The  demand  of  the  gov- 
ernment will  always  keep  a plentiful  supply  of  the 
former  in  the  country,  so  far  as  to  afford  the  people 
a choice,  while  the  opposite  would  expel  the  money 
and  leave  no  option  to  them  but  to  take  bank  notes 
or  worse,  as  at  present. 

I have  now  shown  how  it  is  proposed  to  form  the 
league  of  banks,  and  have  presented  the  constitu- 
tional impediments  that  stand  in  the  way.  These 
are  numerous  and  strong;  so  much  so,  that  they 
ought  to  be  irresistible  with  all,  except  the  latitu- 
dinous  in  construction  ; but  I cannot  expect  they 
will  produce  their  full  effect.  I know  too  well  the 
force  of  long  entertained  impressions,  however 
erroneous,  to  be  sanguine — how  strongly  the  mind 
rebels  against  the  expulsion  of  the  old  and  the  ad- 
mission of  new  opinions.  Yet,  in  this  case,  where 
we  clearly  see  how  gradually  and  silently  error 
crept  in  under  the  disguise  of  words,  applied  to 
new  and  totally  different  idea3,  without  exciting 
notice  or  alarm  ; and  when  we  have  experienced 
such  deep  disasters  in  consequence  of  parting  from 
the  plain  intent  and  meaning  of  the  constitution,  I 
cannot  but  hope  that  all  who  believe  that  the  suc- 
cess of  the  government  depends  on  a rigid  adhe- 
rence to  the'eonstitution,  will  lay  aside  all  previous 
impressions,  taken  up  without  reflection,  and  give 
to  the  objections  their  due  weight. 

I come  now  to  the  next  point,  to  show  how  this 
league  is  to  be  revived  or  stimulated  into  life.  Till 
this  can  be  done,  the  substitute,  should  it  become  a 
law,  would  be  a dead  letter.  The  selection  is  to  be 
made  for  specie  paying  banks.  None  but  such  can 
receive  the  public  deposites,  or  have  their  notes  re- 
ceived in  the  dues  of  the  government.  There  are 
none  such  now.  The  whole  banking  system  lies 
inanimate;  and  must  be  vivified  before  it  can  be 
re-united  with  the  government.  No  one  is  bold 
enough  to  propose  an  union  with  this  lifeless  mass. 
IIow  then  is  the  vital  spark  to  be  revived  ? how  the 
breath  of  life,  the  promethean  fire,  to  be  breathed 


into  the  system  anew,  is  the  question  ? This  is  the 
task. 

The  mover  tells  us,  that  it  must  be  the  work  of 
the  government.  He  says  that  it  is  bound  to  aid 
the  banks  to  resume  payments;  and  for  that  pur- 
pose ought  to  hold  out  to  them  some  adequate  in- 
ducement. He  tells  us,  that  they  have  been  long 
preparing  and  had  made  great  efforts,  but  can  go 
no  farther;  have  rolled  the  round,  huge  rock  almost 
to  the  summit,  but  unless  the  government  put  forth 
its  giant  arm,  and  give  the  last  push,  it  will  recoil 
and  rush  down  the  steep  to  the  bottom,  and  all  past 
labor  be  lost.  Now,  what  is  this  adequate  induce- 
ment? What  this  powerful  stimulus,  which  it  is 
proposed  the  government  should  apply,  in  order  to 
enable  the  banks  to  accomplish  this  herculean  task  ? 
The  substitute  shall  answer. 

It  proposes  to  fix  the  1st  of  July  next  for  the 
period  of  resumption;  and  as  the  inducement  to 
resume,  it  proposes  to  select  twenty-five  of  the  most 
respectable  and  solid,  out  of  the  resuming  banks  to 
be  the  depositories  of  the  public  moneys,  and  the 
fiscal  agents  of  the  government,  as  has  been  already 
stated.  It  also  proposes,  and  this  is  the  stimulus, 
the  essence  of  the  whole, — to  make  the  notes  of 
such  banks  as  may  resume  on  or  before  that  day 
exclusively  receivable  in  the  public  dues.  Here  is 
a quid  pro  quo  ; something  proposed  to  be  done,  for 
which  something  is  to  be  given.  We  tell  the  banks 
plainly,  if  you  resume,  we,  on  our  part,  stipulate  to 
make  twenty-five  of  you  our  fiscal  agents  and  de- 
positories of  the  revenue;  and  we  further  stipulate 
that  those  who  resume  by  the  time  fixed,  shall  have 
the  exclusive  privilege /or  ei’cr  of  having  their  notes 
receivable  in  the  dues  of  the  government,  in  com- 
mon with  gold  and  silver.  If  the  banks  perform 
their  part,  we  shall  be  bound  in  honor  and  good 
faith  to  perform  ours.  It  would  be  a complete  con- 
tract, as  obligatory  as  if  signed,  sealed,  and  deliv- 
ered. Such  is  the  inducement. 

The  next  question  is,  will  it  be  adequate?  Yes, 
abundantly  adequate.  The  battery  is  strong  enough 
to  awaken  the  dead  to  life;  the  consideration  suffi- 
cient to  remunerate  the  banks  for  whatever  sacri- 
fice they  may  l>e  compelled  to  make,  in  order  to 
resume  payment.  It  is  difficult  to  estimate  the 
value  of  these  high  privileges,  or  prerogatives,  as  I 
might  justly  call  them.  They  are  worth  millions. 
If  you  were  to  enter  into  a similar  contract  with 
an  individual,  I doubt  not,  that  he  could  sell  out  in 
open  market  for  at  least  thirty,  forty,  or  fifty  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  I do  then  the  mover  the  justice 
to  say,  that  his  means  are  ample  to  effect  w'hat  he 
proposes.  As  difficult  as  is  the  work  of  resump- 
tion,-— and  difficult  it  will  turn  out  to  be  when 
tried, — the  inducement  will  prove  all  sufficient. 
Rut  the  resumption,  however  desirable,  may  be 
purchased  too  dearly;  and  such  would  proveto  be 
the  case,  should  the  project  succeed.  Not  only  is 
the  offer  too  great,  but  the  mode  of  effecting  it  is 
highly  objectionable.  Its  operation  would  prove 
not  less  disastrous  than  the  bargain  has  been  shown 
to  be  unconstitutional,  which  I shall  now  proceed 
to  establish. 

The  offer  will  have  a double  effect.  It  will  act 
as  a powerful  stimulus  to  resumption,  but  will  act 
at  the  same  time  with  equal  force  to  excite  a strug- 
gle among  the  banks,  not  only  to  resume  them- 
selves, but  to  prevent  others  from  resuming.  The 
reason  is  clear.  The  advantage  to  each  will  in- 
crease, as  the  number  of  the  resuming  banks  de- 
creases; and  of  course,  the  great  point  of  contest 
among  the  strong  will  be  to  restrict  the  proffered 
prize  to  the  smallest  number.  The  closer  the  mo- 
nopoly the  greater  the  profits.  In  this  struggle,  a 
combination  of  a few  powerful  and  wealthy  banks, 
the  most  respectable  and  solid,  as  designated  in  the 
substitute,  will  overthrow  and  trample  down  the 
residue.  Their  fall  will  spread  desolation  over  the 
land.  Whatever  may  be  the  fate  of  others  in  this 
desperate  contest,  there  is  one,  in  relation  to  which 
no  doubt  can  be  entertained  : I refer  to  the  United 
States  Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  a long  name  and  a 
misnomer  ; and  which,  for  the  sake  of  brevity,  but 
with  no  personal  disrespect  to  the  distinguished  in- 
dividual at  the  head,  I shall  call  Mr.  Biddle’s  bank. 
That,  at  least,  will  be  one  of  the  winners — one  of 
the  twenty-five  to  whom  the  prize  will  be  assigned. 
Its  vast  resources,  its  wealth  and  influential  con- 
nexions, both  at  home  and  abroad,  the  skill  and 
ability  of  the  officer  at  its  head,  and,  what  is  less 
honorable,  the  great  resource  it  holds,  in  the  notes 
of  the  late  United  States  Bank,  of  which  more  than 
six  millions  have  been  put  into  circulation,  in  vio- 
lation, to  say  the  least,  of  a trust,  constituting  more 
than  five-sixths  of  all  its  circulation,  and  which  it 
is  not  bound  to  pay', — with  the  still  greater  amount 
on  hand,  making  in  the  whole  more  than  twenty- 
six  millions,  and  which  may  be  used  the  same  way, 
if  not  prevented,  would  place  it  beyond  all  doubt 
among  the  victors.  He  starts  without  proper  | 


weights,  and  will  lead  the  way  from  the  first.  Who 
the  others  may  be  is  uncertain ; this  will  depend 
mainly  upon  his  good  will  and  pleasure.  It  may 
be  put  down  as  certain,  whoever  they  may  be,  that 
they  will  be  powerful  and  influential,  and  not  un- 
favorable to  his  interest  or  aggrandizement.  But 
the  mischievous  effect  will  not  be  limited  to  this 
death-like  struggle,  in  which  so  many  must  fall  and 
be  crushed,  that  might  otherwise  weather  the  stor  m. 
The  forced  resumption,  for  such  it  will  be  in  effect, 
would  be  followed  by  wide  spread  desolation.  It 
is  easy  to  sink  to  suspension,  but  hard  to  return  to 
resumption.  Under  the  most  favorable  circum- 
stances, and  when  conducted  most  leisurely  and 
cautiously,  the  pressure  must  be  severe ; but,  if 
coerced  or  precipitate'd  by  bankrupt  laws  or  temp- 
tations such  as  this,  it  will  be  ruinous.  To  make  it 
safe  and  easy  must  be  the  work  of  time.  Govern- 
ment can  do  but  little.  The  disease  originates  in 
excessive  indebtedness,  and  the  only  remedy  is 
payment  or  reduction  of  debts.  It  is  estimated, 
that  when  the  banks  suspended  payments,  the  com- 
munity'was  indebted  to  them  the  enormous  sum  of 
$475,000,000.  To  reduce  this  within  the  proper 
limits,  is  not  the  work  of  a few  days,,  and  can  be 
but  little  aided  by  us.  The  industry  and  the  vast 
resources  of  the  country,  with  time,  are  the  only 
remedies  to  be  relied  on  for  the  reduction  ; and  to 
these,  with  the  state  legislature,  and  the  public 
opinion,  the  resumption  must  be  left.  To  under- 
stand the  subject  fully,  we  must  look  a little  more 
into  the  real  cause  of  the  difficulty. 

This  enormous  debt  was  incurred  in  prosperous 
times.  The  abundant  means  of  the  banks,  from 
the  surplus  revenue  and  a combination  of  other 
causes,  induced  them  to  discount  freely.  This 
increased  the  circulation,  and  with  its  increase,  its 
value  depreciated  and  prices  rose  proporlionably. 
With  this  rise,  enterprize  and  speculation  seized 
the  whole  community,  and  every  one  expected  to 
make  a fortune  at  once;  and  this  in  tuin  gave  a 
new  impulse  to  discounts  and  circulation,  till  the 
swelling  tide  burstpd  its  barriers  and  deluged  the 
land.  Then  began  the  opposite  process  of  absorb- 
ing the  excess.  If  it  had  been  possible  to  return 
it  back  to  the  banks,  the  sources  Rom  which  it 
flowed,  through  its  debtors,  the  speculating,  enter- 
prising, and  business  portion  of  the  community, 
the  mischief  would  have  been  in  a great  measure 
avoided.  But  circulation  bad  flowed  off  into  other 
reservoirs;  those  of  the  moneyed  men  and  bank- 
ers, who  hoard  when  prices  are  high,  and  buy  when 
they  are  low.  The  portion  thus  drawn  off  and 
held  in  deposite,  either  in  bank  or  the  chests  of 
individuals,  was  as  effectually  lost,  as  far  as  the 
debtors  of  the  banks  were  concerned,  as  if  it  had 
been  burnt.  The  means  of  payment  was  thus  di- 
minished ; prices  fell  in  proportion,  and  the  pressure 
increased,  as  they  fell.  Though  the  amount  in 
circulation  be  greatly  reduced,  yet  the  banks  are 
afraid  to  discount,  lest  on  resumption,  the  hoarded 
mass  of  deposites  held  by  individuals  or  other 
banks,  should  be  let  loose,  and,  in  addition  to  what 
might  be  put  into  circulation  should  discounts  be 
made,  would  cause  another  inundation  to  be  fol- 
lowed by  another  suspension.  How  is  this  diffi- 
culty to  be  safely  surmounted,  but  by  unlocking 
the  hoarded  means?  And  how  is  that  to  be  done, 
without  deciding  the  currency  question?  This  is 
the  first  and  necessary  step.  That  done,  all  will  be 
able  to  calculate,  and  determine  what  to  do.  The 
period  of  inaction  and  uncertainly  would  cease, 
and  that  of  business  revive.  Funds  that  are  now 
locked  up,  would  be  brought  again  into  operation, 
and  the  channels  of  circulation  be  replenished  in 
the  only  mode  that  can  be  done  with  safety.  Thus 
thinking,  I am  now  and  have  been  from  the  first  in 
favor  of  an  early  decision,  and  adverse  to  all  coer- 
cion, or  holding  out  temptation  to  resume  ; leaving 
the  disease  to  the  gradual  and  safe  operation  of 
time,  with  as  little  tempering  as  possible.  In  the 
mean  time,  I hold  it  to  be  unwise  to  cease  discoun- 
ting, and  to  adopt  an  indiscriminate  system  of  cur- 
tailment. Its  effects  are  ruinous  to  the  business  of 
the  country,  and  calculated  to  retard,  rather  than 
to  accelerate  a resumption.  The  true  system  I 
would  say,  would  be  to  discount  with  business  pa- 
per as  freely  as  usual,  and  curtail  gradually  on 
permanent  debts.  The  former  would  revive  busi- 
ness, and  would  increase  the  debts  to  the  bank  less 
than  it  would  increase  the  ability  of  the  community 
to  pay  them. 

Having  now  shown  how  this  league,  or  combina- 
tion of  banks  is  to  be  formed  and  revived,  with 
the  difficulties  in  the  way,  it  remains  to  determine, 
what  will  be  the  true  character  and  nature  of  the 
combination  when  formed.  It  will  consist  of  state 
banks  retaining  their  original  powers,  that  of  dis- 
counting and  all,  without  being  in  the  slightest  de- 
gree impaired.  To  these  the  substitute  proposes 
to  add  important  additions;  to  receive  their  notes 
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as  gold  and  silver  in  the  public  dues  ; to  give  them 
the  use  of  the  public  deposites,  and  to  organize  and 
blend  the  whole  into  one,  as  the  fiscal  agent  of  the 
government,  to  be  placed  under  the  Immediate  su- 
pervision and  control  of  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury. Now  what  does  all  this  amount  to  ? Shall  I 
name  the  word — be  not  startled  ; a bank — a gov- 
ernment bank, — the  most  extensive,  powerful  and 
dangerous,  that  ever  existed.  This  substitute 
would  be  the  act  of  incorporation  ; and  the  privi- 
liges  it  confers,  so  much  additional  banking  capital, 
increasing  immensely  its  powers,  and  giving  it  an 
unlimited  control  over  the  business,  and  exchanges 
of  the  country. 

The  senator  lrom  Virginia  (Mr  Rives)  was  right 
in  supposing  that  this  new  trial  of  the  experiment 
would  be  made  under  very  different  circumstances 
from  the  first,  and  would, have  a very  different  ter- 
mination. That  too.  like  this,  was  a bank — a go- 
vernment bank,  as  distinguished  from  the  late  bank, 
to  which  it  w'as  set  up,  as  a rival,  and  was  at  the 
time  constantly  so  designated  in  debate.  But  the 
circumstances  now  are  indeed  different — very  differ- 
ent, and  so  would  be  the  result  of  the  experiment. 
This  bank  would  not  be  the  same  rickety  concern  as 
the  former.  That  ended  in  anarchy,  and  this  would 
in  despotism.  I will  explain. 

The  former  failed  not  so  much  in  consequence  of 
the  adverse  circumstances  of  the  times  or  any  essen- 
tial defect  in  the  system,  as  from  the  want  of  a head — 
a common  sensorium,  to  think, — to  will, — and  de- 
cide,— for  the  whole,  which  was  indispensably  ne- 
cessary to  ensure  concert  and  give  unity  of  design 
and  execution.  A head  will  not  be  wanting  now. 
Mr.  Biddle’s  bank  will  supply  the  defect.  His 
wouid  be  not  only  one.  of  the  resuming  banks,  as  I 
have  shown,  but  would  also  be  one  of  the  25  to  be 
selected.  If  there  should  be  the  temerity  to  omit  it, 
the  present  project  would  share  the  fate  of  its  prede- 
cessor. Mr.  Biddle’s  bank  at  the  head  of  those  ex- 
cluded, would  be  an  overmatch  for  the  selected,  in 
skill,  capital  and  power;  and  the  whole  league  would 
inevitably  be  overthrown.  But  if  selected,  the  posi- 
tion of  his  bank  in  league  would  be  certain.  Its  vast 
capital,  its  extensive  connections,  its  superior  author- 
ity, and  his  skill,  abilities  and  influence,  would  place 
it  at  the  head,  to  think  and  act  for  the  whole.  The 
others  would  be  as  dependent  on  his,  as  the  branches 
of  the  late  bank  were  on  the  mother  institution. 
The  whole  would  form  one  entire  machine,  impelled 
by  a single  impulse,  and  making  a perfect  contrast 
with  its  predecessor  in  the  unity  and  energy  of  its 
operations. 

Nor  would  its  fate  be  less  dissimilar.  Anarchy 
was  inscribed  on  the  first  lrom  the  beginning.  Its 
deficiency  in  the  great  and  essential  element,  to  en- 
sure concert,  was  radical  and  could  not  be  remedied. 
Its  union  with  the  government  could  not  supply  it, 
nor  avert  its  destiny.  But  very  different  would  be  the 
case  of  the  present.  Add  its  intimate  union  with  the 
government,  for  which  the  substitute  provides,  to  its 
other  sources  of  power,  and  it  would  become  irresis- 
tible. The  two,  government  and  bank,  would  unite 
and  constitute  a single  power;  but  which  would  gain 
the  ascendency; — whether  the  government  would 
become  the  bank,  or  the  bank  the  government,  is 
neither  certain  nor  material;  for  whichever  it  might 
be,  it  would  form  a despotic  money-cracy,  (if  I may 
be  permitted  to  unite  an  English  and  a Greek  word,) 
altogether  irresistible. 

It  is  not  a little  surprising,  that  the  senator  from 
Virginia  (Mr.  Rives)  whose  watchful  jealousy  could 
detect,  as  he  supposed,  the  embryo  of  a government 
bank  in  the  bill,  should  overlook  this  regular  incor- 
poration of  one  by  his  own  substitute.  Out  of  the 
slender  materials  of  treasury  warrants  and  drafts  to 
pay  public  creditors,  or  transfer  funds  from  place  to 
place,  as  the  public  service  might  require,  and  four 
principal  receivers  to  keep  the  public  money,  he  has 
conjured  up,  with  the  aid  of  a vivid  imagination,  a 
future  government  bahk,  which  he  told  us,  with  the 
utmost  confidence,  would  rise  like  a cloud,  at  first 
as  big  as  a hand,  but  which  would  soon  darken  all 
the  horizon.  Now,  it  is  not  a little  unfortunate  for 
his  confident  predictions,  that  these  seminal  princi- 
ples from  which  the  bank  is  to  spring,  have  all  ex- 
isted from  the  commencement  of  our  government  in 
full  force,  except  the  four  receivers,  without  show- 
ing the  least  tendency  to  produce  the  result  he  an- 
ticipates. Not  only  ours,  but  every  civilized  go- 
vernment has  the  power  to  draw  treasury  warrants, 
and  transfer  drafts;  nor  has  the  power  in  a single  in- 
stance terminated  in  a bank.  Nor  v ,n  the  fact,  that 
the  money  is  to  be  kept  by  receivers,  contribute  in 
the  least  to  produce  one.  The  public  funds  in  their 
hands  will  be  as  much  beyond  the  control  of  the  exe- 
cutive, as  it  was  in  the  vaults  of  the  banks.  But,  to 
shorten  discussion,  I would  ask,  how  can  there  be  a 
bank  without  the  power  to  discount  or  to  use  the 
deposites?  and  out  of  which  of  the  provisions  of  the 
bill  could  the  treasury,  by  any  possibility  obtain 


either,  under  the  severe  penalties  of  the  bill,  which 
prohibits  the  touching  of  the  public  money,  except 
on  warrants  or  drafts,  drawn  by  those  having  au- 
thority, in  due  form,  and  for  the  public  service. 

But  the  danger  which  an  excited  imagination  an- 
ticipates hereafter  from  the  bill  would  exist  in  sober 
reality  under  the  substitute.  There  it  would  re- 
quire neither  fancy  nor  conjecture  to  create  one. 
It  would  exist  with  all  its  faculties  and  endowments 
complete;  discount,  deposites,  and  all; — with  which 
immense  means,  guided  by  a central  and  directing 
head,  and  blended  and  united  with  the  government, 
so  as  to  form  one  great  mass  of  power.  What  a 
contrast  with  the  bill!  How  simple  and  harmless 
the  one,  with  its  four  principal  receivers,  twice  as 
many  clerks,  and  five  inspectors,  compared  with  this 
complex  and  mighty  engine  of  power!  And  yet 
there  are  many,  both  intelligent  and  patriotic,  who 
oppose  the  bill  and  support  the  substitute,  on  the 
ground  that  the  former  would  give  more  patronage 
and  power  than  the  latter!  How  strange  and  won- 
derful the  diversity  of  the  human  mind! 

So  far  from  being  true,  the  very*fact  of  the  separa- 
tion of  the  government  from  the  banks,  provided  for 
in  the  bill,  would,  of  itself,  be  the  most  decisive  blow 
that  could  be  given  against  government  patronage; 
and  the  union  of  the  two,  the  most  decisive  in  its 
favor.  When  their  notes  are  received  in  the  public 
dues,  as  cash,  and  the  public  money  deposited  in  their 
vaults,  the  banks  become  the  allies  of  the  govern- 
ment on  all  questions  connected  with  its  fiscal  ac- 
tion. The  higher  its  taxes  and  duties,  the  greater 
its  revenue  and  expenditure;  and  the  larger  its  sur- 
plus, the  more  their  circulation  and  business,  and,  of 
course,  the  greater  their  profit;  and  hence  on  all 
questions  of  taxation  and  disbursements,  and  the 
accumulations  of  funds  in  the  treasury,  their  inter- 
est would  throw  them  on  the  side  of  the  govern- 
ment and  against  the  people. 

All  this  is  reversed,  when  separated.  The  higher 
the  taxation  and  disbursements,  and  the  larger  the 
surplus,  the  less  would  be  their  profits;  and  their  in- 
terest in  that  case,  would  throw  them  with  the  people, 
and  against  the  government.  The  reason  is  obvious. 
Specie  is  the  basis  of  banking  operations;  and  the 
greater  amount  they  can  command,  the  greater  will 
be  their  business  and  profits;  bur  when  the  govern- 
ment is  separated  lrom  them  and  collects  and  pays 
away  its  dues  in  specie  instead  of  their  notes,  it  is 
clear  that  the  higher  the  taxes  and  disbursements, 
and  the  greater  the  surplus  in  the  treasury,  the  more 
specie  will  be  drawn  from  the  use  of  the  banks  and 
the  less  will  be  left  as  the  basis  of  their  operations; 
and,  consequently,  the  less  their  profit.  Every  dol- 
lar withdrawn  from  them  would  diminish  their  busi- 
ness four-fold  at  least;  and  hence  a regard  to  their 
own  interest  would  inevitably  place  them  on  the 
side  to  which  I have  assigned  them. 

The  effects  on  the  politics  of  the  country  would 
be  great  and  salutary.  The  weight  of  the  banks 
would  be  taken  from  the  side  of  the  tux  consumers, 
where  it  has  been  from  the  commencement  of  the 
government,  and  placed  on  the  side  of  the  lax  payers. 
This  great  division  of  the  community  necessarily 
grows  out  of  the  fiscal  action  of  the  government. 
Take  taxation  and  disbursement  together,  and  it  will 
always  be  found  that  one  portion  of  the  community 
pays  into  the  treasury,  in  the  shape  of  taxes,  more 
than  it  receives  back  in  that  of  disbursements,  and 
that  another  receives  back  more  than  it  pays.  The 
former  are  the  tax  payers,  and  the  latter  the  consu- 
mers,— making  the  great,  essential,  and  controlling 
division  in  all  civilized  communities.  If,  with  us, 
the  government  has  been  thrown  on  the  side  of  the 
consumers,  as  it  has,  it  must  be  attributed  to  its  al- 
liance with  the  banks,  whose  influence  has  been,  in 
consequence,  at  all  times  steadily  and  powerfully  on 
that  side.  It  is  to  this  mischevious  and  unholy  al- 
liance that  may  be  traced  almost  all  the  disasters  that 
have  befallen  us,  and  the  great  political  degeneracy 
of  the  country.  Hence  the  protective  system;  lienee 
its  associated  and  monstrous  system  of  disburse- 
ments; hence  the  collection  of  more  money  from  the 
people  than  the  government  could  require;  hence  the 
vast  and  corrupting  surpluses;  hence  legislative  and 
executive  usurpations;  and  finally,  hence  the  pros- 
tration of  the  currency  and  the  disasters  which  give 
rise  to  our  present  deliberations.  Revive  this  fatal 
connection;  adopt  this  substitute,  and  all  this  train 
of  evils  will  again  follow  with  redoubled  disasters 
and  corruptiorn  Refuse  the  connection;  adopt  this 
bill,  and  all  will  be  reversed,  and  we  shall  have  some 
prospect  of  restoring  the  constitution  and  the  coun- 
try to  their  primitive  simplicity  and  purity.  The 
elfect  of  the  refusal  on  the  patronage  of  the  govern- 
ment would  be  great  and  decisive.  Burke  has  wisely 
said,  that  the  “revenue  is  the  state  in  modern  times.” 
Violence  and  coercion  are  no  longer  the  instruments 
of  government  in  civilized  communities.  Their 
reign  is  past.  Every  tiling  is  now  done  by  money.  It 
1 is  not  only  the  sinue  of  war,  but  of  politics;  over  which, 


in  the  form  of  patronage,  it  exercises  almost  unlim- 
ited control.  Just  as  the  revenue  increases  or  di- 
minishes, almost  in  the  same  proportion,  is  patronage 
increased  or  diminished. 

But  admit  for  a moment,  that  neither  the  separa- 
tion nor  the  connection  would  have  any  sensible  ef- 
fect to  increase  or  diminish  the  revenue;  and  that 
it  would  be  of  the  same  amount,  whether  the  bill  or 
substitute  should  be  adopted;  yet.  even  on  that  sup- 
position, the  patronage  of  the  latter  would  be  an 
hundred  fold  greater  than  the  former.  In  estimating 
the  amount  of  patronage  o I any  measure,  three  par- 
ticulars must  betaken  into  the  calculation;  the  num- 
ber of  persons  who  may  be  effected  by  it;  their 
influence  in  the  community,  and  the  extent  of  the 
control  exercised  over  them.  It  will  be  found  on 
comparison,  that  the  substitute  combines  all  these 
elements  in  a far  greater  degree,  than  the  bill,  as  I 
shall  now  proceed  to  show..  I begin  with  the 
number. 

The  hill  provides,  as  has  been  stated,  for  four 
principal  receivers,  eight  or  ten  clerks,  and  a suitable 
number  of  agents  to  act  as  inspectors,  making  in  the 
whole,  say  25  individuals.  These  would  constitute 
the  only  additional  officers  to  keep  and  disburse  the 
public  money.  The  substitute,  in  addition  to  the 
officers  now  in  service,  provides  for  the  selection  of 
of  25  banks,  to  be  taken  lrom  the  most  powerful  and 
influential,  and  which  would  have,  on  an  average,  at 
the  least,  100  officers  and  stockholders  each,  making 
in  the  aggregate,  2,500  persons,  who  would  be  di- 
rectly interested  in  the  banks,  and  of  course,  under 
the  influence  of  the  government. 

As  to  the  relative  influence  of  the  officers  and  the 
selected  banks  over  the  community,  every  impartial 
man  must  acknowledge,  that  the  preponderance 
would  be  greater  on  the  side  of  the  latter.  Admit- 
ting the  respectability  of  the  receivers  and  other  offi- 
cers provided  for  in  the  bill,  and  the  officers  and 
stockholders  of  the  banks  to  be  individually  the 
same,  still  the  means  of  control  at  the  disposition  of 
the  foiraer,  would  be  as  nothing  compared  in  that 
of  the  latter.  They  could  not  touch  a cent  of  pub- 
lic money.  Their  means  would  be  limited  to  their 
salary,  which  would  be  too  small  to  be  felt  in  the 
community.  Very  different  would  be  the  case  with 
the  officers  and  stockholders  of  the  banks.  They, 
of  all  persons,  are  by  far  the  most  influential  in  the 
community.  A greater  number  depend  on  them 
for  accommodation  and  favor  and  the  success  of 
their  business  and  prospects  in  life,  than  any  other 
class  in  society;  and  this  would  be  especially  true  of 
the  banks  connected  with  the  government. 

It  only  remains  now  to  compare  the  extent  of  the 
control  that  may  be  exercised  by  the  government 
over  the  two,  in  order  to  complete  the  comparison, 
and  here  again  the  preponderance  will  be  lound  to 
be  strikingly  on  the  same  side.  The  whole  amount 
of  expenditure  under  the  bill  would  not  exceed 
.$30,000  or  $-10,000  annually  at  the  very  farthest; 
and  (his  constitutes  the  whole  amount  of  control 
which  the  government  can  exercise.  There  would 
be  no  perquisites,  no  contracts,  jobs  or  incidental 
gains.  The  offices  and  salaries  would  be  all.  To 
that  extent,  those  who  may  hold  them,  w ould  be 
dependent  on  the  government,  and  thus  far  they  may 
be  controlled.  How  stands  the  account  on  the  other 
side?  What  value  shall  be  put  on  the  public  depo- 
sites in  the  banks?  What  on  the  receivability  of 
their  notes,  as  cash,  by  the  government?  What  on 
their  connection  with  the  government,  as  their  fiscal 
agent,  which  would  give  so  great  a control  over  the 
exchanges  and  business  of  the  country?  How  many 
millions  shall  these  be  established  at,  and  how  in- 
significant must  the  paltry  sum  of  $30,000  or  $40,000 
appear  to  those  countless  millions  held  under  the 
provisions  of  the  substitute  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
government! 

• Having  now  finished  the  comparison  as  to  the  re- 
lative patronage  of  the  two  measures,  I shall  next 
compare  them  as  fiscal  agents  of  the  government ; 
and  here  let  me  say,  at  the  outset,  that  this  discus- 
sion has  corrected  an  error,  which  I once  entertain- 
ed. I had  supposed,  that  the  hazard  of  keeping  the 
public  money  under  the  custody  of  officers  ol  the 
government,  would  be  greater,  than  in  bank.  The 
senators  from  New  Hampshire  and  Connecticut, 
(Messrs.  Hubbard  and  Niles)  have  proved  from  the 
record,  that  the  hazard  is  on  the  other  side;  and  that 
we  have  lost  more  by  the  banks,  than  bv  the  collect 
ing  and  disbursing  officers  combined.  What  can  be 
done  to  increase  the  security  l y judicious,  selection 
of  officers,  and  proper  orginizalion,  is  strongly  illus- 
trated by  the  facts  stated  by  the  chairman  (Mr. 
Wright,)  in  his  opening  speech;  that  in  the  war 
department,  there  has  beep  no  loss  for  15  years, — 
from  '21  to  ’3G, — on  an  expenditure  certainly  not 
less  than  $100,000,000.  1 take  some  pr  ide  in  this 

result  of  an  organization,  which  I originated  and  es- 
tablished when  secretary  of  war  against  the  most 
formidable  opposition. 
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As  to  the  relative  expense  of  the  two  agencies, 
that  of  he  bill,  as  small  as  it  is,  we  are  to  judge  ap- 
pearances, is  the  greatest ; but  if  by  facts,  the  sub- 
stitute would  be  much  the  most  so,  provi'ed  we 
charge  it  with  all  the  advantages,  which  the  banks 
would  derive  from  their  connection  with  the  govern- 
ment, as  ought  in  fairness  to  be  done,  as  the  whole 
ultimately  comes  out  of  the  pockets  ol  the  people. 

In  a single  particular  the  banks  have  the  advan- 
tage as  fiscal  agents.  They  would  be  the  more  con- 
venient. To  (his  they  are  entitled,  and  I wish  to 
withhold  from  them  no  credit,  which  they  may  just- 
ly claim. 

The  senator  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Rives)  appeared 
to  have  great  apprehension,  that  the  collection  ol  the 
public  dues  in  specie  might  lead  to  hoarding.  He 
may  dismiss  his  tears  on  that  head.  It  is  not  the  ge- 
nius of  modern  and  civilized  governments  to  hoard; 
and  if  it  were,  the  banks  will  take  care,  that  there 
shall  be  no  extraordinary  accumulation  of  cash  in  the 
treasury.  Pass  the  bill,  and  I under-write,  that  we 
shall  never  have  again  to  complain  of  a surplus.  It 
would  rarely,  if  ever  in  peace  and  settled  times,  ex- 
ceed three  or  lour  millions  at  the  outside.  JNor  is  his 
apprehension  that  hoarding  of  specie  would  lead  to 
wrar,  less  groundless.  The  danger  is  in  another  quar- 
ter. War  is  the  harvest  of  banks,  when  they  are 
connected  with  government.  The  vast  increase  of 
revenue  and  expenditures,  and  the  enormous  public 
loans,  which  necessarily  enure  mainly  to  their  advan- 
tage, swell  their  profits  in  war  to  the  utmost  limits. 
But  separate  them  from  government,  and  war  would 
then  be  to  them,  a state  of  famine,  for  reasons  which 
must  be  apparent  after  what  has  been  said,  which 
wouid  throw  their  weight  on  the  side  of  peace  and 
against  war ; just  as  certainly,  as  I have  shown,  that 
the  separation  would  throw  it  on  the  side  of  tax  pay- 
ers, and  against  the  tax  consumers. 

I come  now  to  the  comparison  of  the  effects  of  the 
two  measures  on  the  currency  of  the  country.  In 
this  respect,  the  senator  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Rives) 
seemed  to  think,  that  his  substitute  would  have  a 
great  superiority  over  the  bill ; but  his  reasons  were 
to  me  wholly  unsatisfactory.  If  we  are  to  judge 
from  experience,  it  ought  to  be  pronounced  to  be  the 
worst  possible  measure.  It  has  been  in  operation  but 
twice  (each  for  but  a few  years)  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  government;  and  it  has  so  hap- 
pened, that  the  only  two  explosions  of  the  currency' 
occurred  during  those  periods.  But,  without  relying 
on  these  disastrous  occurrences,  we  have  seen 
enough  to  satisfy  the  most  incredulous  that  there  are 
great  and  radical  defects  , in  our  bank  circulation, 
which  no  remedy  heretofore  applied,  has  been  able 
to  remove.  It  originates  in  the  excess  of  paper, 
compared  to  specie,  and  the  only  effective  cure  is  to 
increase  the  latter  and  reduce  the  former;  and  this 
the  substitute  itself  impliedly  acknowledges  by  pro- 
posing a remedy  that  would  prove  wholly  inopera- 
tive. It  proposes  that,  after  a certain  period  men- 
tioned, none  of  the  banks  to  be  selected,  should  is- 
sue notes  under  ten  dollars.  The  effects  would 
clearly  be,  not  a diminution  of  the  circulation  of 
small  notes,  but  a new  division  of  the  banking  busi- 
ness, in  which  the  issue  of  large  notes  would  fall  to 
the  lot  of  the  selected  banks  and  the  small  to  the 
others,  without  restricting,  in  the  least,  the  aggre- 
gate amount  of  paper  circulation. 

But  what  the  substitute  would  fail  to  do,  the  bill 
would  effectually  remedy.  None  doubt,  but  the  se- 
paration from  the  banks  would  greatly  increase  the 
proportion  of  specie  to  paper;  but  the  senator  from 
Virginia  (Mr.  Rives)  apprehends,  that  its  operation 
would  be  too  powerful  ; so  much  so,  in  fact,  as  to 
destroy  the  banks.  His  argument  is,  that  specie 
would  be  always  at  a premium,  and  that  it  wouid  be 
impossible  for  the  banks  to  do  business,  so  long  as 
that  was  the  case.  His  fears  are  groundless.  What 
he  dreads  would  be  but  a temporary  evil.  The  very 
fact,  that  specie  would  bear  a premium  would  have 
the  double  effect,  to  diminish  paper  circulation,  and 
increase  the  importation  of  specie,  till  an  equilibrium 
between  the  two  wouid  be  restored,  when  they 
would  be  at  par.  At  what  point  this  would  be  ef- 
fected, is  a little  uncertain  ; but  the  fear  is,  that  with 
our  decreasing  revenue,  instead  of  the  specie  being 
increased  to  excess,  it  would  not  be  increased  suffi- 
ciently to  give  the  desired  stability  to  the  currency'. 

In  this  connection,  the  senator  urged  an  objection 
against  the  bill,  which  I regard  as  wholly  ground- 
less. He  said,  that  the  payment  of  the  dues  of  the 
government  in  specie,  would  create  a double  de- 
mand ; a domestic,  as  well  as  a foreign  ; the  effects 
of  which  would  be  lo  increase  greatly,  its  fluctua- 
tions ; and  so  deeply  was  he  impressed  with  the 
idea,  that  he  drew  a vivid  picture  of  its  alternate  flow 
from  the  coast  to  the  interior,  and  from  north  to 
south,  and  back  again.  All  this  is  the  work  of  ima- 
gination. The  effect  would  be  directly  the  reverse. 
The  more  numerous  the  demands,  the  less  the  fluc- 
tuation ; so  much  so,  that  the  greatest  stability  would 


be,  where  it  exclusively  performed  the  function  of 
circulation,  and  where  each  individual  must  keep  a 
portion  to  meet  his  daily  demands.  This  is  so  obvi- 
ous, that  I shall  not  undertake  to  illustrate  it. 

But  the  superiority  of  the  bill  over  the  substitute 
would  not  be  limited  only  to  a more  favorable  pro- 
portion between  specie  and  paper.  It  would  have 
another  important  advantage  that  cannot  be  well 
over-estimated ; it  would  make  a practical  distinc- 
tion between  currency  and  circulation,  —between  the 
currency  of  the  country,  and  private  and  local  circu- 
lation, under  which  head  bank  paper  would  be  com- 
prehended. The  effects  would  be,  to  render  a gene- 
ral explosion  of  the  circulation  almost  impossible. 
Whatever  derangements  might  occur,  would  be  local 
and  confined  to  some  one  particular  commercial 
sphere;  and  even,  within  its  limits,  there  would  be 
a sound  currency  to  fall  back  on,  not  partaking  of 
the  shock,  and  which  would  greatly  diminish  the  in- 
tensity and  duration  of  the  distress.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  general  business  and  finances  of  the  coun- 
try would  proceed,  almost  without  feeling  the  de- 
rangement. 

With  a few  remarks  on  the  comparative  effects  of 
the  two  measures  on  the  industry  and  business  ol  the 
country,  I shall  conclude  their  comparison.  What 
has  been  said  on  their  relative  effects  on  the  curren- 
cy, goes  far  lo  decide  the  question  of  their  relative 
effects  on  business  and  industry. 

I hold  a sound  and  stable  currency  to  be  among  the 
greatest  encouragements  to  industry  and  business 
generally  ; and  an  unsound  and  fluctuating  one,  now 
expanding  and  now  contracting,  so  that  no  honest 
man  can  tell  what  to  do,  as  among  the  greatest  dis- 
couragements. The  dollar  and  the  eagle  are  the 
measure  of  value,  as  the  yard  and  the  bushel  are  of 
quantity  ; and  w'hat  would  we  think  of  the  incorpo- 
ration of  companies  to  regulate  the  latter — to  expand 
or  contract,  or  shorten  or  lengthen  them  at  pleasure, 
with  the  privilege  to  sell  by  the  contracted  or  short- 
ened, and  buy  by  the  expanded  or  lengthened  ? Is 
it  not  seen  that  it  would  place  the  whole  industry 
and  business  of  the  country  under  the  control  of  such 
companies  ? But  it  would  not  more  certainly  effect 
it,  than  a similar  control  possessed  by  the  money  in- 
stitutions of  the  country,  over  the  measure  of  value. 
But  I go  further,  and  assert  confidently,  that  the  ex- 
cess of  paper  currency,  as  well  as  its  unsteadiness,  is 
unfavorable  to  the  industry  and  business  of  the  coun- 
try. It  raises  the  price  of  every  thing,  and  conse- 
quently increases  the  price  of  production  and  con- 
sumption ; and  is,  in  the  end,  hostile  to  every  branch 
of  industry. 

I hold  that  specie  and  paper  have  each  their  pro- 
per sphere  ; the  latter  for  large  and  distant  transac- 
tions, and  the  former  for  all  others;  and  that  the 
nearer  our  circulation  approaches  gold  and  silver, 
consistently  with  convenience,  the  better  for  the  in- 
dustry and  the  business  of  the  country.  The  more 
specie  the  better,  till  that  point  is  reached.  'When 
attained,  it  would  combine  in  the  greatest  possible 
degree,  soundness  and  facility,  and  would  be  favora- 
ble to  the  productive  classes  universally;  I mean 
men  of  business,  planters,  merchants,  at.d  manufac- 
turers, as  well  as  operatives.  It  would  be  particu- 
larly favorable  to  the  south.  Our  great  staples  are 
cash  articles  every  where  ; and  it  was  well  remark- 
ed by  the  senatoi  from  Mississippi,  (Mr  Walker,) 
at  the  extra  session,  that  we  sold  at  cash  prices  and 
brought  at  paper  prices  ; that  is,  sold  low  and  bought 
high.  The  manufacturing,  commercial  and  naviga- 
ting interests  would  also  feel  its  beneficial  effects.  If 
would  cheapen  productions  and  be  lo  manufacturers 
in  lieu  of  a protective  tariff.  Its  effects  would  be  to 
enable  them  to  meet  foreign  competition,  not  by 
raising  prices  by  high  duties,  but  by  enabling  them 
to  sell  as  cheap  or  cheaper  than  the  foreigner,  which 
would  harmonize  every  interest,  and  place  our  man- 
ufactures on  the  most  solid  basis.  It  is  the  only- 
mode  by  which  the  foreign  market  can  ever  be 
commanded  ; and  commanded  it  would  be,  with 
a sound  and  moderately  expanded  currency. 
Our  ingenuity,  invention,  and  industry  are  equal  ic 
any  people  ; and  ail  our  manufacturers  want,  is  a 
sound  currency  and  an  even  chance,  to  meet  compe- 
tition with  success  any  where,  at  home  or  abroad. 
But  with  a bloated  and  fluctuating  paper  circulation, 
this  will  be  impossible.  Among  its  many  draw- 
backs, it  levies  an  enormous  tax  on  the  community. 

I have  already  stated,  that  the  community  is  esti- 
mated to  have  been  indebted  to  the  banks  $-175, 
000,000  at  the  suspension  of  specie  payments.  The 
interest  on  this  sum,  estimated  at  six  per  cent,  fit 
ought  to  be  higher,)  woidd  give  an  annual  income 
to  those  institutions  of  upwards  of  thirty  millions; 
and  this  is  the  sum  yearly  paid  by  the  community  for 
bank  accommodations,  to  the  excess  of  which  we 
owe  our  bloated  and  unstable  circulation.  Never 
was  a circulation  so  worthless,  furnished  at  so  dear  a 
rate.  How  much  of  this  vast  income  may  be  con- 
sidered as  interest  on  real  capital,  it  is  difficult  to  es- 


timate ; but  it  would,  I suppose,  be  ample  to  set 
down  ten  millions  to  that  head,  which  would  leave 
upwards  of  twenty  millions  annually,  as  the  profits 
derived  from  banking  privileges  over  and  above  a 
fair  compensation  for  the  capital  invested,  which 
some  body  must  pay,  and  which  must  ultimately  fall 
on  the  industry  and  business  of  the  country.  But 
this  enormous  expansion  of  the  system  is  not  aston- 
ishing; so  great  is  the  stimulus  applied  to  its  growth. 
Ingenious  men  of  other  ages,  devoted  themselves  in 
vain  to  discover  the  art  of  converting  the  baser  me- 
tals into  gold  and  silver;  but  we  have  conferred  on 
a portion  of  the  community,  an  art  still  higher, — of 
converting  paper  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  into  the 
precious  metals  ; and  ought  we  to  be  surprised,  that 
an  article  so  cheap  to  the  manufacturers,  and  so  dear 
to  the  rest  of  the  community,  should  be  so  greatly 
over  supplied,  and  without  any  reference  to  the  in- 
terest, or  to  the  wants  of  the  community? 

If  we  are  to  believe  the  senator  from  Virginia,  and 
others  on  the  same  side,  we  owe  almost  all  our  im- 
provements and  prosperity  to  the  banking  system  ; — 
and  if  it  should  fail,  the  age  of  barbarism  would  again 
return.  I had  supposed  that  the  bases  of  our  pros- 
perity were  our  free  institutions;  the  wide  spread 
and  fertile  region  we  occupy,  and  the  hereditary  in- 
telligence and  energy  of  the  stock,  from  which  we 
are  descended ; but  it  seems,  that  all  these  go  for  no- 
thing, and  that  the  banks  are  every  thing.  I make 
no  war  on  them.  All  I insist  on  is,  that  the  govern- 
ment shall  separate  from  them,  which  I believe  to  be 
indispensable,  for  the  reasons  I have  assigned,  both 
nowr  and  formerly.  But  I cannot  concur  in  attribu- 
ting to  them  our  improvements  and  prosperity.  That 
they  contributed  to  give  a strong  impulse  to  industry 
and  enterprise  in  the  early  stages  of  their  operation, 
I doubt  not.  Nothing  is  more  stimulating  than  an 
expanding  and  depreciating  currency.  It  creates  a 
delusive  appearance  of  prosperity,  which  puts  every 
thing  in  motion.  Every  one  feels  as  if  he  was  grow- 
ing richer,  as  prices  rise,  and  that  he  has  it  in  his 
power,  by  foresight  and  exertion,  to  make  his  for- 
tune. But  it  is  the  nature  of  stimulus,  moral  as  well 
as  physical,  to  excite  at  first,  and  to  depress  after- 
wards. The  draught,  which  at  first  causes  unnatu- 
ral excitement  and  energy  is  sure  to  terminate  in 
corresponding  depression  and  weakness  ; nor  is  it 
less  certain  that  the  stimulus  of  a currency,  expand- 
ing beyond  its  proper  limits,  follows  the  same  law. 
We  have  had  the  exhileration,  and  the  depression 
has  succeeded.  We  have  had  the  pleasure  of  get- 
ting drunk,  and  now  experience  the  pain  of  becom- 
ing sober.  The  good  is  gone  and  the  evil  has  suc- 
ceeded; and  on  a lair  calculation,  the  latter  will  be 
found  to  be  greater  than  the  former.  Whatever  im- 
pulse the  banking  system  was  calculated  to  give  to 
our  improvement  and  prosperity,  has  already  been 
given  ; and  the  reverse  effects  will  hereafter  follow, 
unless  the  system  should  undergo  great  and  radical 
changes  ; the  first  step  towards  which,  would  be  the 
adoption  of  the  measure  proposed  by  this  bill. 

I have,  Mr.  President,  finished  what  I intended  to 
sny.  I have  long  anticipated  the  present  crisis,  but 
did  not  expect  its  arrival  in  my  lime.  When  I saw 
its  approach,  I resolved  to  do  my  duty  be  the  conse- 
quences to  me  what  they  might,  and  1 offer  my 
thanks  to  the  Author  of  my  being,  that  he  has  given 
me  the  resolution  and  opportunity  to  discharge, 
what  I honestly  believe  to  be  that  duty  on  this  great 
subject. 

How  the  question  will  be  decided,  is  acknow- 
ledged to  be  doubtful,  so  nearly  are  the  two  houses 
supposed  to  be  divided  ; but  whatever  may  be  its 
late  now  , I have  the  most  perfect  confidence  in  its 
final  triumph.  The  public  attention  is  roused  The 
subject  will  be  thoroughly  investigated,  and  I have 
no  fears  but  the  side  1 support,  will  prove  to  be  the 
side  of  truth,  justice,  liberty,- civilization,  and  moral 
and  intellectual  excellence. 


TWENTY-FIFTH  CONGRESS. 

SECOND  SESSION — SENATE. 

March  17.  The  senate  met,  and,  after  the  read- 
ing of  the  journal,  adjourned,  to  attend  the  funeral 
of  the  hon.  Timothy  Jaivis  Car  ter,  late  a represen- 
tative from  the  state  ol  Maine. 

March  19.  The  Vice-President  presented,  from 
tire  sfate  department,  a report,  called  for  by  a sen- 
ate resolution,  offered  by  Mr.  Benton,  in  relation  to 
the  contract  with  the  publishers  of  the  documenta- 
ry history  of  the  revolution.  Laid  on  the  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  from  the  post  office  department,  the  re- 
mainder of  the  correspondence,  Ike.  called  for  by  a 
resolution  of  the  9th  instant,  offered  by  Mr.  Niles, 
in  relation  to  the  conduct  of  the  Metropolis  Bank, 
of  this  city,  as  a public  fiscal  agent.  Laid  cn  the 
(able,  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  together  with  the 
documents  on  the  same  subject  from  the  treasury 
department. 
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l>y  Mr.  Linn : from  the  -Missouri  iron  company, 
asking  that  they  may  be  permitted  to  enter  500,000 
acres  "of  the  public  lands  on  a credit  of  five  years, 
with  a view  to  secure  the  wood  upon  it  for  the  use 
of  the  company  ; also  asking  a right  of  way  through 
the  public  lands  for  a railroad  from  the  iron  moun- 
tain to  the  Mississippi,  the  neighborhood  of  which 
Mr.  L.  recommended  as  the  best  possible  site  for  a 
national  foundry.  Referred. 

By  Messrs.  Swift,  Wright,  and  Morris:  Various 
petitions  on  slavery  and  the  slave  trade.  Motions 
to  receive  severally  laid  on  the  table. 

By  Messrs.  Wright  and  Morris:  remonstrating 
against  the  admission  of  Texas.  Laid  on  the  table. 

By:  Mr.  Buchanan,  from  If.  Binneyand  othercit- 
izens  of  Philadelphia,  with  statements  of  the  large 
amount  of  property  employed  in  the  book  selling  and 
book-publishing  business,  which  would  be  at  stake 
on  the  passage  of  the  proposed  international  copy- 
right law.  Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed. Mr.  B.  intimating  that  he  would  call  it  up  hereaf- 
ter, if  it  should  be  necessary,  to  effect  the  object  of 
the  petitioners  in  opposition  to  the  proposed  copy- 
right law. 

By  Mr.  Wall : from  citizens  of  Essex  county, 
New  Jersey,  friends  of  a tried  and  sound  currency, 
expressing  their  views  in  favor  of  a United  States 
bank  for  that  purpose,  and  in  decided  opposition  to 
the  sub-treasury  scheme.  Referred,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

By  Mr.  Rvggles : from  citizens  of  Maine,  in  op- 
position to  the  sub-treasury,  and  in  favor  of  a na- 
tional bank.  Laid  on  the  table.  By  Mr.  Lyon  and 
Mr.  Preston : from  individuals.  Referred.  Mr. 
Grundy,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  re- 
ported the  substitute  of  the  house,  referred  to  that 
committee,  for  the  senate  bill  altering  the  time  of 
holding  the  United  States  courts  in  the  9th  circuit 
without  amendment,  together  with  communications 
on  the  subject  of  the  bill  from  the  two  judges, 
Wavne  and  McKinley,  of  that  circuit. 

[This  bill  was  subsequently  taken  up,  the  two 
above  named  communications  were  read,  together 
with  extracts  from  letters  from  the  clerks  of  the 
courts;  an  amendment  was  offered  to  the  substitute 
of  the  house,  by  Mr.  Sevier,  (to  change  the  hold- 
ing of  the  Arkanses  circuit  court  to  October  instead 
of  March,  as  proposed,)  and  the  bill  was  then  infor- 
mally passed  over,  the  morning  hour  having  ex- 
pired.] 

Mr.  Morris  offered  a resolulion,  immediate  action 
on  which  being  objected  to  by  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama, 
lies  over  one  day,  instructing  the  committee  on  the 
judiciary  to  inquire  whether  the  present  laws  of  the 
United  States  on  the  subject  of  the  slave  trade  pro- 
hibited that  trade,  or  the  transfer  of  slaves  between 
this  country  and  Texas. 

• Mr.  Knight,  on  leave,  introduced  a bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  heirs  of  Benjamin  King.  Read  twice  and 
referred. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  sub- 
treasury  bill. 

Mr.  Benton  concluded  his  remarks  in  favor  of  the 
bill.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Southard,  the  senate  ad- 
journed. 

March  20.  Mr.  McKean  presented  the  proceed- 
ings of  a large  meeting  of  the  friends  of  the  late 
and  present  administrations  of  the  general  govern- 
ment, and  opposed  to  the  sub-treasury  bill,  recently 
held  at  Pittsburgh,  on  which  occasion  Geo'rge  A. 
Cook  presided.  Mr.  McK.  said,  on  looking  over 
the  names  of  the  gentlemen  who  made  the  call  and 
took  part  in  this  meeting,  he  knew  many  of  them 
to  be  what  they  profess  to  be,  “friends  and  sup- 
porters of  the  late  and  present  administrations;” 
he  knew  also  that  they  were  men  of  respectability 
and  democrats  of  the  old  school.  Read,  laid  on  the 
table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Several  petitions  from  individuals,  &c.  were  pre- 
sented and  referred. 

A number  of  bills  were  reported: 

Mr.  Morris,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary, 
reported  the  bill  referred  to  them,  establishing  the 
territory  of  Ioway  from  a portion  of  that  of  Wis- 
consin, with  an  amendment,  which  was  read. 

The  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Norvell,  for  de- 
claring the  sense  of  the  senate  that  no  one  engaged 
in  a duel  ought  to  be  appointed  to  office  under  the 
U.  S.  government,  was  taken  up,  and  without  de- 
bite, laid  on  the  table,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  of 
Alabama. 

The  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Morris,  for  in- 
structing the  committee  on. the  judiciary  to  inquire 
in  regard  to  the  relations  of  the  United  States  with 
Texas  in  regard  to  slavery,  under  existing  laws, 
and  whether  any  legislation  is  necessary  or  expe- 
dient on  this  subjpcf,  was  taken  up,  and,  without 
debate,  laid  on  the  table,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Walker, 
as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Brown.  Buchanan.  Clay, 
of  Alabama,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Cuthbert, 


Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin, 
Mouton,  Nicholas,  Norvell,  Pie  rce,  Preston,  Roane, 
Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Southard, 
Spence,  Strange,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Trotter, 
Walker,  White,  Wright,  Young — 32. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Linn,  McKean,  Morris,  Niles, 
Prentiss,  Robbins,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Swift,  Wil- 
liams— 9. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wall,  the  committee  on  the 
judiciary  was  discharged  from  the  further  conside- 
ration of  the  subject  of  increasing  the  compensa- 
tion of  the  United  States  district  attorney  for  In- 
diana. 

Also,  of  allowing  mileage  to  the  judges  of  the 
United  States  courts  for  the  purpose  of  equalizing 
their  salaries. 

Mr.  Wall,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
the  bill  referred  to  them  supplementary  to  the  act 
regulating  the  processesin  the  courts  of  the  United 
States  providing  compensation  for  jurors,  witnesses, 
&c.  with  a motion  tor  its  indefinite  postponement. 
Laid  on  the  table. 

Also,  a molion  to  discharge  the  same  committee 
from  the  farther  consideration  of  the  subject  of  pay- 
ing jurors  in  the  United  States  district  court  in 
Mississippi.  Laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  Michael  Caskett  was  read 
a third  time,  and  passed. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  change  the  time  of  holding  the  courts  of  the 
United  States  in  the  ninth  circuit. 

The  amendment  before  offered  by  Mr.  Sevier  to 
the  substitute  of  the  other  house  lor  the  bill,  was 
adopted. 

Mr.  Sevier  moved  farther  to  amend  the  substitute 
by  declaring  it  a high  misdemeanor  for  any  judge 
to  fail  or  refuse  to  hold  the  courts  as  required  by 
the  law,  except  in  the  case  of  sickness. 

Mr.  Preston  and  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  objected 
to  this  amendment  as  redundant,  or  as  interfering 
with  the  provision  of  the  constitution  that  judges 
should  hold  their  office  during  good  behavior,  a 
point  that  must,  in  any  case,  be  decided  under  the 
constitution,  in  pursuance  of  a process  of  impeach- 
ment. 

Mr.  Sevier,  on  account  of  several  successive  fail- 
ures to  hold  the  court  in  Arkansas,  insisted  on 
trying  the  question  on  his  amendment,  though  he 
was  willing  to  amend  it  by  adding  other  proper  and 
sufficient  excuses  besides  that  of  sickness. 

The  morning  hour  having  expired,  the  bill  was 
informally  passed  over. 

The  senate  again  took  under  consideration  the 
sub-treasury  bill. 

Mr.  Southard  spoke  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  and 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Calhoun  and  Mr.  Benton.  Before 
he  had  concluded, 

The  senate  adjourned,  after  an  executive  ses- 
sion. 

March  21.  After  the  presentation  of  petitions, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Linn,  5,000  extra  copies  of  the 
report  on  the  subject  of  acclimating  tropical  plants 
in  Florida,  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tipton,  the  committee  on  the 
post  office  and  post  roads  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a post  route 
from  Corydon  to  Harrison  county,  in  Indiana. 

Mr.  Tipton  also  offered  a resolution  directing  the 
expenditure  of  an  appropriation  heretofore  made 
for  the  removal  of  the  United  States  troops  from 
Fort  Gibson.  Read,  and  ordered  to  a second  read- 
ing. 

Mr.  King,  from  the  committee  on  commerce,  re- 
ported the  house  bills  referred  to  them,  for  the  re- 
lief of  George  Dyer,  and  of  Squier  Stearns,  with 
a notice  that  when  they  should  come  up  he  should 
move  for  their  indefinite  postponement. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  alter  the  time  of  holding  the  United  States  courts 
in  the  ninth  district. 

Mr.  Sevier  withdrew  his  amendment,  making  it 
a high  misdemeanor  for  a judge  to  refuse  or  fail  to 
hold  the  courts  as  required  by  law,  except  in  case 
of  sickness. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  substitute  of  the 
house  for  the  bill  as  amended  by  the  senate, 

Mr.  Preston  opposed  the  substitute  on  the  ground 
that  it  added  to  the  circuit  of  Judge  Wayne  the 
state  of  Alabama,  in  which  Judge  McKinley  re- 
sides, thus  also  relieving  one  of  them  from  certain 
duties,  and  imposing  them  on  another,  when  the 
duties  of  both  respectively  were  well  known  to 
them  when  they  accepted  their  appointments. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  repudiated  all  personal 
considerations  relatingto  the  judges,  and  urged  the 
propriety  and  expediency  of  the  substitute,  (join- 
ing Alabama  to  Georgia  and  South  Carolina,)  on 
the  ground  of  public  utility. 

Mr.  White  expressed  his  concurrence  in  the  sen- 
timent of  Mr.  Clay,  that  legislation  should  be  con- 
ducted with  a view  to  the  public  interests,  and  not 


to  men.  He,  however,  objected  lo  the  residence  of 
two  judges  within  the  same  circuit;  and,  on  this 
principle,  in  connexion  with  the  unreasonable 
amount  of  duties  which  would  be  imposed  on 
judge  Wayne,  ho  opposed  the  substitute. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Buchanan,  the  bill  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

A message  was  received  from  the  president  of 
the  United  States,  on  the  subject  of  the  northeas- 
tern boundary.  Laid  on  the  table,  and  1,000  extra 
"copies  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  seriate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  sub- 
treasury bill. 

Mr.  Southard  concluded  his  remarks  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  bill. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  Mr.  Rives’s  sub- 
stitute lor  the  bill,  and  it  was  lost  by  the  following 
vote  : 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay,  of  Kentucky, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Knight,  McKean, 
Merrick,  Nicholas,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Rob- 
bins, Iluggles,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Spence, 
Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Webster,  White — 22 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Bu- 
chanan, Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Ful- 
ton, Grundy,  Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin, 
Lyon,  Morris,  Mouton,  Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce, 
Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Connecticut, 
Strange,  Trotter,  Walker,  Wall,  Williams,  Wright, 
Young— 30. 

Mr.  Cuthbert  expressed  great  regret  for  diffeiing 
at  all  from  his  political  friends;  he  was  not  unwil- 
ling to  separate  the  government  from  the  banks, 
but  still  would  not  concur  in  refusing  to  take  the 
paper  of  the  banks,  which  constituted  and  must 
constitute  the  principal  medium  of  commerce  and 
currency  of  the  people.  He  therefore  moved  to 
strikeout  the  23d  section  of  the  bill,  which  pro- 
vides that  the  government  should  gradually  cease 
entirely  to  receive  the  notes  of  other  banks. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  he  regarded  this  as  a very  im- 
portant provision  of  the  bill ; and  before  taking  the 
question  on  striking  it  out,  he  wished  to  be  heard 
on  this  point,  and  also  in  the  expression  of  his 
views  in  a general  argument  in  favor  ol  the  bill. — - 
He  therefore  moved  that  the  senate  adjourn ; 
whereupon 

The  senate  went  informally  into  executive  ses- 
sion, after  which  it  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Saturday,  March  17.  Immediately  after  the  read- 
ing of  the  journal  of  Thursday,  general  George  M. 
Keim,  a member  elected  from  the  state  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  re- 
signation of  Mr.  Muhlenberg,  appeared,  was  quali- 
fied, and  took  his  seat. 

At  half  past  twelve  o’clock  the  funeral  service 
was  performed  in  the  hall  of  the  bouse  of  repre- 
sentatives, by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Reese,  chaplain  of  the 
house,  and  immediately  afterthe  procession  moved 
to  the  place  of  interment  in  the  following  order: 

The  chaplains  of  both  houses. 

Physicians  who  attended  the  deceased. 

The  committee  of  arrangements,  viz: 

Mr.  Evans,  of  Maine, 

Mr.  McKennan,  of  Pa.  Mr.  Pope,  of  Ky. 

Mr.  Whittlesey  of  Ct.  Mr.  Hamer,  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  Pickens,  of  S.  C.  Mr.  Gray,  of  N.  Y. 

Pali  bearers,  viz: 

Mr.  Phillips,  of  Mass.  Mr.  Worthington,  of  Md. 
Mr.  Campbell,  of  Te.  Mr.  Holsey,  of  Ga. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  N.  Y.  Mr.  Casey,  of  Illinois. 

THE  CORPSE. 

The  family  and  friends  of  the  deceased. 

The  members  of  the  house  of  representatives  and 
.senators  from  Maine,  as  mourners. 

The  sergeant-at-arms  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives. 

The  house  of  representatives,  preceded  by  their 
speaker  and  clerk. 

The  other  officers  of  the  house. 

The  sergeant-at-arms  of  the  senate. 

The  senate  of  the  United  States,  preceded  by  the 
vice  president,  and  their  secretary. 

The  other  officers  of  the  senate. 

The  president  of  the  United  States. 

•The  heads  of  departments. 

Judges  of  the  supreme  court,  and  its  officers. 
Foreign  ministers. 

Citizens  and  strangers. 

Monday,  March.  19.  The  Speaker  laid  before  the 
house  the  following  executive  communications: 

A letter  from  the  secretary  of  war  accompanied 
by  the  report  and  map  of  the  survey  of  the  harbor 
and  mouth  of  Connecticut  river,  called  for  by  the 
the  house  on  the  19th  Feb.  last. 

A letter  from  the  secretary  of  war,  accompanied 
by  the  reports  of  the  surveys  of  the  harbors  of  New 
Buffalo  and  Twenty  Mile  creek,  called  for  by  the 
house  on  the  5th  of  March  inst. 
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A letter  from  the  secretary  of  war,  accompanied 
by  the  papers  in  the  case  of  William  Lomar. 

A letter  from  the  secretary  of  war,  transmitting 
a statement  showing  the  relative  cost  attending  the 
enlistment,  equipment,  tk.c.  of  mounted  men  or  ca- 
valry and  infantry,  called  for  by  the  house  on  the 
19th  of  February. 

A letter  from  the  secretary  of  war,  transmitting 
information  respecting  the  practicability  and  ex- 
pense of  removing  obstructions  in  the  Atchafalaya 
river,  called  for  on  the  5th  inst. 

A letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  trans- 
mitting a statement,  exhibiting,  as  far  as  practica- 
ble, the  amount  disbursed  in  each  year,  and  in  each 
state  and  terrritory,  for  1334,  1835,  1836,  1837,  for 
fortifications,  light-houses,  and  their  support,  revo- 
lutionary and  other  pensions, and  internal  improve- 
ments, &e.  prepared  in  obedience  to  the  order  of 
the  house  of  the  5th  instant. 

A letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  in  obe- 
dience to  the  order  of  the  house  of  the  19th  of  Fe- 
bruary, relative  to  the  exploring  expedition. 

The  Chair  proceeded,  under  the  rule,  to  call  the 
different  states  for  the  presentation  of  resolutions, 
when  more  than  eighty-seven  were  offered,  among 
which  were  the  following. 

Mr.  Underwood  offered  the  following,  which  lies 
over  one  day. 

Resolved, That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  inform  this  house,  if  not  deemed  in- 
compatible with  the  public  interests,  whether  he  has 
given  authority  to  major  gen.  T.  S.  Jesup,  or  any 
other  person,  to  treat  with  the  Seminole  Indians, 
and  to  allow  them  to  retain  a part  of  the  territory  of 
Florida  as  a permanent  residence,  or  whether  he 
has  instructed  said  Jesup  to  make  no  such  treaty  or 
stipulation  with  said  Indians,  in  case  they  should 
make  such  proposition,  and  otfer  peace  upon  condi- 
tion of  being  allowed  to  remain  in  Florida. 

Resolved  farther.  That  the  president  be  requested 
to  intorin  this  house,  if  not  deemed  incompatible 
with  the  public  interests,  whether  said  Indians  have 
offered  to  be  at  peace  upon  condition  that  they  be 
allowed  to  remain  in  Florida. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Montgomery , as  modified, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed 
to  furnish  this  house  with  a copy  of  his  answer  to 
the  letter  of  general  Jesup,  dated  fort  Jupiter,  Feb. 
11,  1838. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cushing,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested,  if  in  his  judgment  not  incompatible 
with  the  public  interest,  to  communicate  to  the 
house  whatever  information  may  be  in  his  posses- 
sion relative  to  the  intermeddling  of  any  foreign 
goverment,  or  the  subjects  or  officers  thereof,  with 
the  Indian  tribes  in  Michigan,  Wisconsin,  the  ter- 
ritory beyond  the  Rocky  mountains,  or  elsewhere 
within  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  by  the  supply 
of  munitions  of  war,  the  stated  distribution  of  gra- 
tuities, or  pension,  or  otherwise;  and  likewise  all 
correspondence  or  communications  had  with  any 
foreign  government,  respecting  the  title  or  occupa- 
tion of  the  aforesaid  territory  of  the  United  States 
beyond  the  Rocky  mountains. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Reed,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  post  office 
and  post  roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  authorizing  and  instructing  the  post- 
master general  to  bargain  and  contract  with  any 
company,  or  companies,  to  take  a mail  for  the 
United  States  to  and  across  the  isthmus  of  Panama 
to  the  Pacific  ocean  and  back  again,  provided  such 
contract  can  be  made  upon  reasonable  terms  in  the 
judgment  of  the  postmaster  general. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Davce, 

Resolved,  That  the  speaker  communicate  to  the 
governor  of  the  state  of  Maine  that  a vacancy  has 
occurred  in  its  representation  in  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives, by  the  decease  of  Timothy  J.  Carter, 
late  a member  thereof. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Noyes, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be 
directed  to  furnish  to  this  house  a statement  of  the 
number  of  arrivals  and  clearances,  with  their  ton- 
nage and  value  of  cargoes,  of  British  and  American 
vessels  respectively,  to  and  from  ports  in  the  Bri- 
tish provinces  of  New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia, 
in  the  year  commencing  January  1,  and  ending 
December  31,  1828,  and  also  in  the  year  commenc- 
ing January  1,  and  ending  Dec.  31,  1837,  in  the 
following  districts,  to  wit:  Passamaquoddy,  Port- 
land and  Falmouth,  Boston  and  Charleston,  and 
New  York. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mallory, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  naval  affairs  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allow- 
ing to  the  officers  of  revenue  cutters  during  the 
time  they  shall  be  co-operating  with  the  navy  of 
the  United  States  the  same  pay  and  rations  to  which 


officers  in  the  navy  of  a like  rank  are  by  law  now 
entitled  to  receive. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Deberry, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  revolutionary 
pensions  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  extending  the  benefits  of  the  pension 
law  of  June,  1832,  to  such  persons  as  performed 
the  requisite  service  in  the  capacity  of  mechanics 
or  wagoners  when  put  to  such  service  by  the  officers 
in  command. 

Mr.  Harlan  offered  the  following,  which  was 
considered  and  disagreed  to  by  the  house: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  military  affairs 
be  instrusted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
providing  by  law  for  an  increase  of  the  number  of 
cadets  in  the  military  academy  at  West  Point. 

Mr.  Lincoln  offered  the  following,  which  lies  one 
day: 

Resolved,  That  the  16th  rule  of  the  house  be 
amended  by  adding  thereto  the  following  to  wit: 
jfrid  provided  also.  That  resolutions  and  memorials 
from  the  legislatures  of  the  several  states  and  terri- 
torial governments  of  the  union  shall  not  be  con- 
strued to  be  within  the  application  of  the  rule,  but 
it  shall  be  in  order  to  present  such  resolutions  or 
memorials  on  any  day  within  the  first  hour  of  the 
session  of  the  house. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Grennell, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  revolutionary 
pensions  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedien- 
cy of  extending  the  benefits  w’hich  are  provided  in 
certain  cases  for  widows  of  officers  and  soldiers  of 
the  revolution  by  the  third  section  of  the  pension 
act  of  July  4,  1836,  to  the  widows  of  such  officers 
and  soldiers  as  have  died  since  the  passage  ofsaid  act. 

Mr.  Loomis  offered  the  following,  which  lies  oves 
one  day: 

Resolved,  That  the  postmaster  general  furnish  to 
this  house  an  estimate,  showing  as  near  as  he  can 
ascertain  — 

1.  What  proportion  of  the  mails  of  the  United 
States  consists  of  free  parcels  estimated  by  weight: 

2.  What  proportion  consists  of  free  parcels  esti- 
mated by  amount  of  postage  on  parcels  that  pay 
postage,  and  accounting  all  printed  documents  at 
pamphlet  postage; 

3.  What  wouid  the  proportion  of  the  amount  of 
postage  to  be  paid  by  government,  in  case  all  free 
parcels  were  charged  to  government  at  the  same 
rate  as  private  parcels  are  charged; 

4.  To  how  low  a rate  the  tariff  of  postage  wouid 
be  reduced,  and  sustain  the  department,  in  case 
all  parcels  conveyed  by  mail  were  chargeable  with 
postage; 

5.  To  how  low  a rale  the  tariff  of  postage  can 
be  reduced,  now  or  prospectively,  within,  two  years 
retaining  the  present  franking  privilege,  and  sustain 
the  department,  with  a rate  ol  tariff  deemed  judi- 
cious and  proper  by  him,  in  case  such  reduction 
should  be  ordered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pratt, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  post  office 
and  post  roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  lessening  the  rates  of  postage  on  letters, 
so  as  to  make  it  only  equal  to  the  cost  of  transport- 
ing the  mails,  as  near  as  may  be. 

On  motion  of  Russell, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  stale  be  directed 
to  report  to  this  house  a statement  of  the  number 
of  ensigrants  from  foreign  countries  which  have 
arrived  within  the  United  States  annually  during 
the  last  ten  years,  the  places  at  which  they  have 
arrived,  the  countries  from  which  they  came,  the 
expense  of  their  transportation  hither,  by  whom 
defrayed,  and  their  circumstances  and  condition 
generally,  as  far  as  may  be  in  his  power  with  such 
other  information  relating  to  the  introduction  into 
the  United  States  of  foreign  paupers  by  the  au- 
thority of  loreign  governments  as  he  may  possess. 

Mr.  Henry  offered  the  following,  which  lies  over 
one  day: 

Resolved,  That  the  dissemination  of  knowledge 
to  all  classes  of  citizens  is  of  the  first  importance, 
for  in  the  intelligence  of  the  people  depend  the  per- 
minence  and  stability  of  our  republican  institutions, 
and  one  important  medium  through  which  know- 
ledge is  communicated  is  that  of  the  press,  in  the 
circulation  of  public  newspapers.  That  facilities 
may  be  more  amply  afforded  to  the  poorer  portion 
of  our  fellow  citizens  to  acquire,  as  far  as  practica- 
ble, all  information  in  relation  to  our  public  affairs, 
the  committee  on  the  post  office  and  post  roads  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repeal- 
ing the  law  that  requires  the  payment  of  postage 
on  public  newspapers,  so  far  as  relates  to  those  that 
are  carried  in  the  mail  within  the  city  or  county 
where  such  papers  are  printed  and  published,  and 
that  in  future  the  same  shall  be  carried  without 
charge. 

Mr.  Toland  offered  the  following,  which  lies  over 
one  day: 


Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be 
directed  to  bring  in  a bill  to  abolish  the  punishment 
of  death  for  all  offences  against  the  United  States, 
except  treason  and  murder,  and  to  abolish  the  pun- 
ishment of  whipping  for  all  offences  against  the 
United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Garland,  of  Virginia, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury'  be 
directed  to  communicate  to  this  house  the  names  of 
the  late  deposite  banks  as  have  availed  themselves 
of  the  benefit  of  the  1st  section  of  the  act  of  the 
12th  day  of  October  last,  by  giving  the  requisite 
security,  and  such  as  have  discharged  the  balances 
due  from  them  at  that  time,  and  such  as  have  failed 
to  comply  with  the  act,  and  the  amount  of  balance 
due  from  them. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKay, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  naval  affairs  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  fixing 
by  law  ihe  number  of  officers,  petty  officers  and 
seamen  to  be  employed  in  the  naval  service,  or  of 
fixing  the  number  of  officers,  petty  officers  and 
seamen  to  be  employed  on  board  of  frigates,  sloops, 
and  other  vessels  of  war  respectively. 

Resolved,  further.  That  said  committee  inquire 
whether  any  and  what  provisions  by  law  are  neces- 
sary to  secure  the  accountability  of  officers,  or 
agents  entrusted  with  the  custody  or  safe-keeping 
of  property  belonging  to  the  United  States,  for  the 
use  of  the  navy. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thompson, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be 
directed  to  furnish  this  house  with  a statement  of 
the  amount  of  revenue  received  in  each  state  or 
territory  during  the  year  1836;  and  also  the  amount, 
as  nearly  as  the  same  can  be  ascertained,  expend- 
ed during  that  year  in  each  state  and  territory;  and 
also  with  a statement  of  the  whole  bank  capital  of 
the  United  States,  designating  the  capital  of  each 
bank,  and  the  place  where  located. 

On  motion  ol'  Mr.  Peck, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed 
to  communicate  to  this  house  whether  the  annuity 
granted  to  the  New  York  Seneca  Indians  for  1837 
has  been  paid,  and  if  not,  whether  the  funds  have 
been  remitted  to  the  paying  agent;  arid  if  so,  when 
and  the  causes  why  said  annuity  has  not  been  paid; 
and  that  he  communicate  all  the  correspondence  to 
and  with  the  department  or  commissioner  of  Indian 
affairs  upon  this  subject.  And  further,  whether 
goods  have  been  offered  to  said  Indians  in  part 
payment  of  such  annuity,  and,  if  so,  by  what  au- 
thority. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chapman, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  public  lands  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  (he  expediency  of  provi- 
ding by  law  for  issuing  patents  to  those  persons 
who  hold  the  equitable  tide  to  Indian  reservations, 
after  the  sale  by  the  original  purchaser. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crary,  9 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed 
to  communicate  to  this  house  a copy  of  the  report 
of  the  superintendent  of  the  public  works  at  St. 
Josephs,  in  Michigan,  and  Michigan  city,  in  In- 
diana, for  the  year  1837,  and  of  the  papers  accom- 
panying the  same. 

Mr.  Lyon  offered  the  following  which  lies  over 
one  day: 

Resolved,  That  the  13th  rule  of  the  house  be  so 
amended  as  to  embrace  the  commissioner  of  Indian 
affairs  as  one  of  the  persons  entitled  to  admission 
within  the  hall  of  the  house  of  representatives. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ewing, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  public  lands  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  provi- 
ding concessions  or  donation  grants  within  our  ter- 
ritorial boundary  west  of  the  Rocky  mountains,  to 
all  citizens,  heads  of  families,  who  shall  have  set- 
tled upon  and  improved  the  same  previous  to  the 
1st  day  of  January  of  the  year  1S41. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Casey, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  public  lands  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
a grant  of  land  to  the  state  of  Illinois,  to  aid  in  the 
completion  of  the  various  works  of  internal  im- 
provement in  which  said  state  is  engaged. 

Mr.  Snyder  offered  the  lollowing,  which  lies  over 
one  day: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  public  lands  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  report- 
ing a bill  granting  to  each  soldier  who  served 
in  any  of  the  campaigns  against  the  Indians,  in 
the  northwestern  territory,  between  the  years  1781, 
and  1796,  a tract  of  land  not  less  than”  320  acres 
each,  to  be  located  on  any  surveyed  lands  of  the 
general  goverment  not  otherwise  disposed  of. 

Mr.  Snyder  offered  the  following,  which  lies  over 
one  day: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  commerce  be 
instructed  to  report  a bill  repealing  the  law  which  pro- 
vides for  the  payment  ofdebentures  to  fishing  vessels . 
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Mr.  Martin  offered  the  following,  which  lies  over 
one  day. 

Resolved , That  the  committee  on  public  lands  be 
instructed  to  inquire  as  to  the  best  mode  of  dispos- 
ing of  the  public  lands  within  the  several  states  of 
this  union,  at  as  early  a day  as  the  same  may  be 
done,  having  a proper  regard  for  the  interests  of  the 
government  and  the  rights  of  the  states,  and  that 
they  be  instructed  to  report  a bill  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Shields  offered  the  following,  which  lies  over 
one  day: 

Whereas,  many  of  the  troops  employed  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  in  the  present  Florida 
Seminole  war,  lost  their  horses  and  baggage  in  said 
service,  without  any  fault  of  theirs,  because  the 
United  States  had  failed  to  provide  forage  for  said 
horses,  and  consequently  said  troops  were  dis- 
mounted, many  hundred  miles  from  home,  and  re- 
quired to  perform,  and  did  perform,  after  they  were 
dismounted,  on  foot,  the  same  services  which  were 
required  of  mounted  men;  and,  notwithstanding 
their  monthly  pay  while  mounted  was  twenty  dol- 
lars, it  was  reduced  after  they  had  sustained  such 
loss  to  eight  dollars  per  month:  and,  whereas,  the 
horses  of  many  of  said  troops  died  from  excessive 
fatigue  in  executing  extraordinary  orders  of  the 
commanding  officers,  without  any  fault  of  their 
riders,  and  the  said  horses  were  killed  by  accident 
or  casualty  while  under  the  immediate  orders  and 
direction  of  said  officers,  to  which  they  would  not 
otherwise  have  been  liable;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  claims  be  in- 
structed to'inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allowing 
to  said  dismounted  men,  who  performed  services 
as  above  stated,  additional  pay,  so  as  to  make  their 
monthly  wages  equal  to  that  of  mounted  men  in 
said  service;  and,  also,  of  providing  that  the  pro- 
perty lost  in  said  service,  in  any  of  the  troops 
above  mentioned,  shall  be  paid  for  by  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Davies  offered  the  following,  which  was 
disagreed  to  by  the  house. 

Resolved,  That  hereafter  the  stated  hour  of  meet- 
ing of  this  house  shall  be  half  past  eleven  o’clock. 

Mr.  Cushman  offered  a similar  resolution,  fixing 
the  time  of  meeting  at  11  o’clock,  which  was  also 
rejected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rice  Garland, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be 
directed  to  communicate  to  this  house  what  pro- 
gress has  been  made  in  issuing  patents  for  land  in 
the  state  of  Louisiana'since  the  last  report  made  to 
this  house  on  that  subject,  stating  particularly  how 
many  patents  have  been  issued  for  private  land 
claims;  how  many  for  lands  purchased  under  the 
credit  system;  how  many  for  lands  purchased  un- 
der the  cash  system  at  public  sales,  and  by  pri- 
vate entry  of  lands  that  have  been  offered  for  sale; 
how  many  for  lands  sold  under  the  different  laws 
authorizing  the  entry  at  private  sale  of  the  back 
lands  in  that  state;  how  many  for  purchasers  under 
each  of  the  pre-emption  laws  of  1814,  of  May  29, 
1830,  and  June  19,  1834;  and  how  many  under  any 
other  description  of  title.  Also,  how  many  remain 
yet  to  be  issued  of  each  of  said  description  of  ti- 
tles, and  the  causes  that  delay  the  issuing  of  said 
patents;  also,  when  it  is  probable  the  patents  now 
suspended  will  be  issued;  also,  what  progress  has 
been  made  in  the  examination  of  the  certificates  of 
purchase  under  the  pre-emption  law  of  June  19, 
1S34;  when  the  examination  will  probably  termi- 
nate; and  under  what  law  or  laws  the  said  secretary 
of  the  treasury,  or  the  commissioner  of  the  general 
land  office,  they,  or  either  of  them,  have  suspended 
the  issuing  of  patents  under  said  act. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sawyer, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  commerce  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  estab- 
lishing a light  boat  off  Bluff  Point,  on  Albemarle 
sound. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Phillips,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  commerce  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  re- 
modelling the  consular  establishment  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Mams  offered  the  following,  which  lies 
over: 

Resolved.,  That  the  clerk  of  this  house  be  direct- 
ed to  cause  to  be  made  out,  and  reported  to  this 
house,  a list  of  all  the  petitions,  'memorials  and 
papers  presented  to  the  house,  at  the  late  session, 
and  at  the  present  session  of  congress,  and  laid  on- 
the  table  without  being  read,  printed,  debated,  or 
referred;  specifying  the  name  of  the  first  petitioner, 
and  the  number  of  signatures  to  each  paper  so  laid 
on  the  table;  specifying  also  the  state  from  which 
each  petition,  memorial  remonstrance,  or  resolu- 
tion came:  and  distinguishing  all  such  as  have 
been  laid  on  the  table  under  the  general  resolution 
ofthe  21stDecember,  1337,  from  those  which  have 
been  laid  on  the  table  by  separate  motions,  and 


showing  the  object  prayed  for  in  each  of  said  peti- 
tions, memorials,  remonstrances  apd  resolution. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Everett,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed 
to  lay  before  this  house  a copy  of  his  answer  to  a 
letter  of  general  Jesup,  of  the  20th  December, 
1S37. 

Mr.  Patton  moved  the  suspension  of  the  rules  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  resolutions,  offered  by 
himself,  on  a former  day,  on  the  subject  of  the  exe- 
cutive power,  and  the  manner  of  its  exercise,  and 
proposing  the  appointment  of  a select  committee 
to  inquire  whether  any  “honest,  capable,  and  faith- 
ful” officers  have  been  dismissed  from  offices  not 
on  grounds  of  error,  negligence,  incapacity,  mis- 
conduct, or  unfitness;  and,  also,  to  consider  and 
report  whether  any  and  what  restrictions  can  be 
imposed  by  law  upon  the  executive  patronage,  so 
as  more  effectually  to  guard  against  abuse  and  cor- 
ruption in  the  exercise  of  the  power  of  removal 
from  and  appointment  to  office. 

And  upon  this  motion  Mr.  Patton  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  asked  if  it  was  the  object  of  the 
mover  to  make  the  consideration  of  this  resolution 
the  special  order. 

Mr.  Patton  replied  that  it  was  his  object  to  move 
for  the  assignment  of  a particular  day  for  the  con- 
sideration ofthe  resolution. 

Mr.  Boon  wished  to  vote  understandingly.  He 
would  ask  how  far  back  this  inquiry  was  to  go? 

Mr.  Patton  said  he  was  willing  that  it  should  go 
back  to  the  beginning  of  the  government. 

The  resolutions  were  again  read  at  the  request 
of  several  members,  and,  the  question  being  taken, 
resulted  as  follows:  Yeas,  71,  nays  66.  So  that, 

(more  than  a hundred  members  being  absent, ) two- 
thirds  not  voting  for  the  motion,  the  house  refused 
at  this  time  to  give  preference  to  the  cons. deration 
of  Mr.  Patton’s  resolutions. 

Petitions. 

The  states  were  then  called  upon,  in  order,  for 
the  presentation  of  petitions,  when  they  were  pre- 
sented by  the  following  gentlemen,  viz: 

From  Maine,  by  Messrs.  Fairfield  and  Davee. 

From  Massachusetts,  by  Messrs.  Cushing,  Briggs, 
Fletcher,  Calhoun,  Lincoln,  Reed,  Adams,  and 
Phillips. 

From  Connecticut,  by  Mr.  Ingham. 

From.  Vermont,  by  Mr.  Everett. 

From  New  York,  by  Messrs.  Jackson,  Noble, 
Childs,  Curtis,  Marvin,  Filmore,  Sibley,  Loomis, 
Peck,  DeGraff,  Russell,  Bronson,  and  Hoffman. 

From  New  Jersey,  by  Mr.  Maxwell. 

From  Pennsylvania,  by  Messrs.  Davis,  Henry, 
McClure,  Naylor,  Paynter,  Plurner,  Ilubley,  Mor- 
ris, Toland.  and  Biddle. 

From  Maryland,  by  Mr.  Howard. 

From  Virginia,  by  Messrs.  Pennybacker,  Wise, 
Johnson,  and  Hopkins. 

From  North  Carolina,  by  Mr.  Montgomery. 

From  South  Carolina,  by  Messrs.  Richardson, 
Rhctt,  and  Legare. 

From  Tennessee,  by  Messrs.  Stone,  Carter,  J. 
L.  Williams,  the  Speaker,  and  McClellan. 

From  Ohio,  by  Messrs.  Hamer  and  Kilgore. 

From  Indiana,  by  Messrs.  Ewing,  White,  and 
Herod. 

From  Illinois,  by  Mr.  Snyder. 

From  Missouri,  by  Mr.  Harrison. 

From  Alabama,  by  Messrs.  Chapman  and  Lyon. 

From  Michigan,  lay  Mr.  Crary. 

From  Florida,  by  Mr.  Downing. 

Memorials  in  relation  to  the  late  duel,  and  the 
subject  of  duelling  generally,  were  presented  by 
Messrs.  Fairfield,  Davee,  Adams,  McClellan,  Sib- 
ley, Loomis,  De  Graff,  Maxwell,  Henry,  McClure, 
Biddle,  Polk,  Kilgore,  and  Phillips,  and  referred  to 
the  select  committee  on  that  subject. 

Remonstrances  against  the  annexation  of  Texas 
were  presented  by  Messrs.  Fletcher,  Lincoln,  and 
Naylor,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Memorials  relating  to  slavery,  were  presented 
by  Messrs.  Cushing,  Briggs,  Fletcher,  Lincoln, 
Adams,  Everett,  Davis,  Henry,  Naylor,  Kilgore, 
and  Herod. 

The  house  then  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  March  20.  On  motion  of  Mr.  E.  Whit- 
tlesey, the  Speaker  was  requested  to  appoint  a 
member  of  the  committee  of  claims,  vice  Mr.  Car- 
ter, deceased . 

After  a number  of  committees  had  reported,  the 
house  took  up  the  unfinished  business  ofthe  morn- 
ing, which  was  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Wm.  C.  John- 
son, in  relation  to  the  appropriation  of  public  lands 
for  public  schools  already  debated  by  that  gentle- 
man for  several  days  during  that  hour.  He  had  not 
finished  when  the  time  appropriated  to  morning 
business  elapsed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng,  the  house  went 
into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 


union,  (Mr.  Casey  in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the 
consideration  of  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropri- 
ation bill. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  proposed  to  amend  the  bill  by  in- 
creasing the  same  to  be  appropriated  for  the  pro- 
tection of  seamen,  from  thirty  thousand  dollars,  as 
proposed  in  the  bill,  to  forty  thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  Mams  complained  that  it  had  not  been 
shown  to  be  clearly  necessary  to  appropriate  so 
large  an  additional  sum  to  that  already  appropriated 
for  this  object  at  the  extra  session.  He  wanted  an 
inquiry  into  this  subject. 

It  was  also  objected  by  Mr.  A.  H.  Shepperd,  that 
the  accounts  of  ttie  officers,  employed  to  disburse 
this  money,  as  foreign  consuls,  &c.  were  not  before 
the  house ; and  that  an  investigation  of  these  ac- 
counts should  be  had. 

Mr.  Howard  attributed  the  necessity  of  making 
an  additional  appropriation  for  this  object  to  the 
difference  of  exchange,  which  has  made  the  expen- 
diture greater,  and  which  will  have  the  same  effect 
for  some  time  to  come. 

Mr.  A.  Id.  Shepperd  contended  that  the  great  sin 
in  this  matter  is  that  sums  are  represented  as  being 
expended,  which  are  yet  in  the  hands  of  disbursing 
officers.  He  was  for  an  inquiry  into  this  subject. 

Mr.  Adams,  made  some  explanations  as  to  the 
mode  in  which  drafts  were  made  for  the  purpose 
under  consideration,  by  foreign  consuls,  and  urged 
still  further  the  necessity  ofthe  inquiry  he  had  pro- 
posed. Mr.  A.  thought  there  was  a good  deal  in 
the  remark  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr. 
Howard,)  that  the  difference  in  exchange  was  the 
cause  of  an  increased  expenditure  in  this  depart- 
ment. He  said  that  this  had  been  adverted  to  as  a 
good  argument  in  favor  of  the  sub-treasury  scheme. 
This  he  had  hardly  expected  : but  he  hoped  that 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means, 
or  some  other  skilful  financier  in  this  house,  would 
bring  forward  some  measure,  which  would  have  the 
effect  to  relieve  the  country  from  such  an  onerous 
tax  as  that  to  which  allusion  was  made  by  the  chair- 
man ofthe  committee  on  foreign  affairs. 

Mr  Phillips  made  statements  to  show  that  there 
had  latterly  been  a great  increase  in  the  number  of 
cases,  calling  for  the  expenditure  of  this  appropria- 
tion, and  to  {demonstrate  the  necessity  of  the  pro- 
posed amendment. 

Some  explanations  ensued,  between  Messrs. 
Cambreleng,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  and  Adams,  as  to  the 
mode  of  remitting,  drawing,  and  disbursing  the  fund 
for  the  relief  of  distressed  seamen. 

Mr.  McKay  contended  that  the  whole  matter  re- 
quired to  be  regulated  and  revised,  and  showed  the 
necessity  of  this  by  comparing  the  present  usage 
with  the  requisitions  of  the  law  of  1803.  He  was 
opposed  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  McKim  thought  the  amendment  proposed  one 
ofthe  most  important  items  in  the  bill  before  the 
committee.  The  object  was  most  useful,  and  the 
necessity  of  the  case  required  that  the  proposed  in- 
crease should  now  be  made. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  proposed 
amendment,  ayes  44,  noes  19;  no  quorum  voting. 

The  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  the  chair- 
man announced  the  fact  that  no  quorum  was  pre- 
sent, 

Mr.  Reed  rose  to  move  that  the  house  adjourn, 
and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  with  the  view  of 
ascertaining  who  were  present.  He  should  vote 
against  adjournment. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and  the  house 
refused  to  adjourn  by  the  following  vote : yeas  9, 
nays  121. 

A quorum  appearing,  Mr.  Casey  resumed  the 
chair,  and  the  amendment  under  consideration  was 
adopted  without  a division. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng,  (who  stated  that 
there  was  no  other  head  under  which  the  appropri- 
ations could  be  presented,)  the  bill  was  so  amend- 
ed as  to  provide  for  the  second  payment  of  Luigi 
Persico,  under  a joint  resolution  of  both  houses, 
$4000  ; and  for  the  second  payment  to  artists  em- 
ployed upon  the  pictures  for  the  rotundo,  $8000. 

Mr.  Bell  offered  the  following  amendment  to  the 
bill: 

“Sec.  . And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  from 
and  after  the  first  day  of  October  next,  the  salaries 
of  all  the  officers  for  the  payment  of  which  provi- 
sion is  made  in  this  act,  and  all  compensations  and 
allowances  to  agents  or  other  persons  authorized  by 
law,  the  payment  of  which  is  provided  for  in  this 
act  except  the  president  and  judges  of  the  courts  of 
the  United  States,  and  except  also,  such  officers, 
agents,  diplomatic  or  commercial,  whose  duties  re- 
quire them  to  reside  without  the  limits  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  and -the  territories  thereof,  shall  be  re- 
duced one-fourth,  or  twenty-five  per  cent,  of  the 
amount  now  authorized  by  law:  provided,  that  any 
time  before  the  said  first  day  of  October,  the  bill 
reported  from  the  committee  on  ways  and  means  to 
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the  house  of  representatives,  entitled  ‘a  bill  to  pro- 
vide for  the  collection,  safe-keeping,  transfer,  and 
disbursement  of  the  public  revenue,’  or  any  other 
bill  of  a similar  tendency,  or  in  which  provision 
shall  be  made  for  the  collection  and  disbursement 
of  the  public  revenue  in  gold  and  silver,  treasury 
notes,  or  other  evidences  of  debt  issued  under  the 
authority  of  the  United  States,  to  the  exclusion  of 
current  bank  notes  shall  become  the  law  of  the 
land.” 

Mr.  Cambreleng  objected  that  this  amendment 
was  not  in  order,  as  to  the  bill  under  consideration, 
under  the  rules  of  the  house. 

The  Chair  decided  it  not  to  be  in  order. 

Mr.  Bell  took  an  appeal  from  this  decision.  The 
rule  in  question  provides  that  “no  motion  or  pro- 
position on  a subject, different  from  that  under  con- 
sideration, should  be  admitted  under  color  of  amend- 
ment.” This  objection  did  not  apply  to  this 
amendment,  he  contended;  it  had  reference  to  the 
specific  subject-matter  of  the  bill.  He  also  an- 
swered other  supposed  objections  to  the  presenta- 
tion of  his  proposition  as  an  amendment  to  the  bill 
under  consideration  ; and  insisted  thatthe  construc- 
tion of  the  rule,  set  up  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  (Mr.  Cambreleng.)  as  an  objection  to  this 
amendment,  was  a new  construction  of  a rule  act- 
ed upon  for  many  years  without  such  objections. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  defended  the 
appropriateness  of  the  proposed  amendment  to  this 
bill.  He  gave  instances  to  show  that  the  practice 
of  the  house  was  in  favor  of  such  a construction  of 
the  rule.  He  hoped  the  committee  would  overrule 
the  decision  of  the  chair  upon  this  question  of  order, 
whether  the  amendment  itself  were  or  were  not 
adopted. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  opposed  the  appeal,  and  contend- 
ed that  the  letter  of  the  rule  should  be  adhered  to, 
whatever  might  have  been  the  practice  of  the  house 
underthat  rule  hitherto. 

Mr.  Bell  further  contended  that  his  amendment 
was  not  on  a di.ferent  subject  from  that  under  con- 
sideration, and  urged  its  adoption  upon  thatgronnd, 
as  well  as  upon  the  uniform  practice  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Halstead  sustained  the  appeal.  What  was 
the  subject  of  the  bill  ? The  payment  of  the  sala- 
ries of  public  officers.  And  what  was  the  subject 
of  the  proposed  amendment  ? The  reduction  of  the 
amounts  of  those  salaries.  Nor  did  that  portion  of 
the  amendment  which  makes  it  contingent  at  all 
after  that  view  of  the  question.  He  was  in  favor 
of  the  amendment,  and  of  its  coming  in  under  the 
bill  before  the  committee,  as  a course  sanctioned  by 
the  custom  and  usage  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Reed  defended  the  proposition  to  append  the 
proposed  amendment  to  the  general  appropriation 
bill  upon  the  same  grounds  as  those  stated  by  the 
gentleman  last  up. 

Mr.  Cushman  supported  the  chair. 

The  question  upon  sustaining  the  decision  of  the 
chair  was  taken  by  tellers,  and  resulted  as  follows: 
ayes  66,  noes  57.  So  the  chair  was  sustained. 

Mr.  Reed  rose  and  made  a correction  of  an  error 
in  the  report  of  some  remarks  of  his  upon  a former 
day,  in  relation  to  certain  expenditures  of  the  post 
office  department. 

Jet  d’eau,  in  the  yard  of  the  capitol,  fyc. 

Mr.  Halstead  moved  to  strike  Iroin  the  bill  the 
item  of  $4,000  for  theyVt  d'eau  on  the  southern  fuot 
path  in  the  capitol  grounds,  and  was  about  to  make 
another  amendment  he  wished  to  make,  when 

The  Chair  reminded  him  that  the  committee  had 
decided  to  act  upon  one  amendment  at  a time. 

Mr.  Halstead  said  he  was  about  to  give  his  rea- 
sons for  opposing  this  and  other  items  in  the  bill, 
and  the  whole  bill.  He  was  proceeding  to  do  this, 
when  he  gave  way  to  a motion  that  the  committee 
rise,  which  motion  prevailed;  and  then,  on  motion. 

The  house  adjourned  at  4 o’clock. 

Wednesday,  March  21.  The  following,  among 
other  reports,  were  presented  to  day. 

By  Mr.  Cambreleng , from  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  a bill  making  appropriations  for  pre- 
venting arid  suppressing  Indian  hostilities  for  1833, 
and  for  arrearages  for  1337. 

By  Mr.  Fry,  from  the  committee  on  revolutionary 
pensions,  against  the  resolution  of  February  19,  to 
amend  the  pension  law  of  July  4,  1836;  also, 
against  the  petitions  of  Hannah  Brown  and  Catha- 
rine Coffin;  and  a bill  granting  a pension  to  Stephen 
Olney. 

By  Mr.  Harlan,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported unfavorably  upon  the  subject  of  reviving  the 
acts  granting  bounty  lands  and  extra  pay  to  certain 
Canadian  volunteers. 

By  Mr.  Kemble,  from  the  committee  on  military 
affairs,  against  the  petition  of  Ann  C-.  Stephenson. 

By  Mr.  Ingham,  from  the  committee  on  naval 
affairs,  a bill  to  authorize  the  employment  of  two 
additional  clerks  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of 
the  navy,  two  additional  clerks  in  the  office  of  the 


navy  commissioners,  and  to  increase  the  compen- 
sation of  the  warrant  clerk  of  the  navy  department. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas, 

Resolved,  That  the  clerk  be  directed  to  purchase 
a full  arid  perfect  copy  of  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  for  the  use  of  each  of  the  standing  commit- 
tees of  the  house  of  representatives,  and  to  pay  for 
the  same  out  of  the  contingent  fund. 

The  house  took  up  and  concurred  in  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  moved  by  Mr.  Slade  on  the  11th  of 
January  last : 

“ Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be 
directed  to  lay  before  this  house  a statement,  show- 
ing the  number  of  acres  of  the  public  lands  which 
have  been  purchased  under  laws  granting  the  right 
of  pre-emption,  distinguishing  the  several  laws 
under  which,  and  the  several  slates  and  territories 
in  which  such  purchases  have  been  made.  And  that 
he  also  be  directed  to  communicate  any  infor- 
mation which  may  be  in  possession  of  his  depart 
ment  touching  any  associations  which  may  have 
been  formed  by  intruders  on  public  lands,  for  the 
purpose  of  adjusting  their  relative  rights  of  occu- 
pancy, and  putting  down  competition  at  the  public 
sales  of  such  lands.” 

Mr.  Johnson  of  Maryland,  being  indisposed  to- 
day, the  consideration  of  his  resolution, in  relation 
to  public  lands  and  public  schools,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Everett , of  Vermont,  was  postponed  until  to- 
morrow morning. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Everett,  which  was  laid 
on  the  table  on  the  28th  December,  calling  upon 
the  department  of  state,  for  information  relative  to 
the  correspondence  of  this  government  with  that 
of  Mexico,  was  then  taken  up  and  passed. 

Mr.  Cushman  moved  that  the  house  go  into  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  during  the  remainder  of  the 
hour,  upon  the  bill  from  the  senate,  for  testing  ex- 
periments for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  explo- 
sion of  steamboat  boilers. 

Mr.  .Adams  objected,  on  the  ground  that  several 
resolutions  remained  on  the  speaker’s  table,  requir- 
ing immediate  action  ; and  that  the  morning  hour 
should  be  devoted  to  their  consideration. 

Mr.  Cushman’s  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  was 
lost. 

Mr.  Clark  asked  leave  to  introduce  at  this  time 
a resolution,  fixing  a day  for  the  special  considera- 
tion of  the  sub-treasury  bill,  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee of  this  house  ; to  which  obj“ction  was  .made. 
Mr.  C.  made  an  unsuccessful  motion  to  suspend 
the  rules  for  this  purpose. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Miller,  offered  on  the  29th 
December,  and  laid  on  the  table  for  consideration, 
for  the  purpose  of  ordering  an  inquiry  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  making  certain  improvements  in  the 
harbor  of  St.  Louis,  was  taken  up,  and  adopted. 

Two  resolutions  offered  by  Mr.  Jones  on  the 
same  day  and  laid  over,  authorizing  certain  surveys 
of  rivers  in  the  territory  of  Wisconsin,  were  taken 
up,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bond,  referred  to  the 
committee  on  roads  and  canals. 

A resolution  oifered  by  the  same,  on  the  same 
day,  and  laid  over,  in  relation  to  the  surveys  of 
certain  mineral  lands  in  that  territory,  was  taken 
up  and  adopted. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Everett,  offered  and  laid 
over  on  the  9th  January,  calling  for  inquiry  as  to 
the  capture  of  certain  Seminoles,  under  a flag  of 
trncp,  by  general  Jesup,  was  next  taken  up,  and 
passed. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Fillmore,  calling  for  in- 
formation from  the  executive  relative  to  the  burn- 
ing of  the  steamboat  Caroline,  at  Schlosser,  which 
was  ofFered  on  the  19fh  of  February,  and  laid  over, 
came  next  in  order  for  consideration. 

Mr.  McKim  said  that,  in  the  absence  of  the  chair- 
man ol  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs,  he  would 
move  to  lay  this  resolution  on  the  table.' 

Mr.  Fillmore  expressed  the  hope  that  the  resolu- 
tion would  not  thus  be  disposed  of.  It  was  of- 
fered a month  ago,  and  the  information  it  called  for 
was  of  importance. 

Mr.  McKim-  insisting  on  his  motion, 

Mr.  Fillmore  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  when 

Mr.  McKim  said  he  would  change  his  motion, 
and  moved  to  postpone  the  further  consideration  of 
the  resolution  until  to  morrow. 

Mr.  Fillmore  would  like  to  know  for  what  reason 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland  had  interposed  this 
objection. 

Mr.  McKim  had  already  said  that  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  on  foreign  affairs  was  not  in  his  place. 

Mr.  Fillmore  said  he  had  the  best  reason  to 
know  that  that  gentlemen  was  in  favor  of.  or  rather 
was  not  onposed  to,  the  adoption  of  this  proposition. 

Mr.  McKim  could  only  speak  for  himself.  He 
was,  himself,  opposed  to  the  adoption  of  it.  Every 
thing  was  now  going  on  right,  with  regard  to  that 
affair,  and  the  tendency  ol  this  proposition  would 
only  be  to  excite  and  irritate  feeling. 


Mr.  Fillmore.  It  would  be  recollected  that  the 
affair  alluded  to  in  this  proposition  occurred  some 
three  months  ago.  The  resolution  of  inquiry  had 
already  beeti  on  the  table  a month.  The  informa- 
tion it  seeks  is  in  the  hands  of  the  executive.  To 
obtain  it  was  a matter  of  as  much  importance  to 
his  constituents  as  it  could  possibly  be  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland,  who  has  easier  access  to  its 
source.  It  was  discretionary  with  the  executive  to 
grant  or  to  withhold  this  information,  as  he  should 
think  best.  The  gentleman  from  Maryland  might 
certainly  so  far  confide  in  the  executive  as  to  leave 
such  a matter  to  him. 

Mr.  Adams,  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
would  withdraw  his  motion  to  postpone.  The  in- 
formation asked  for  was  of  such  a character  as  to 
allay,  not  to  excite  feeling.  The  house  was  the 
proper  arbiter  of  all  questions  touching  peace  and 
war,  and  should  first  receive  all  important  infor- 
mation upon  topics  like  that  under  considera- 
tion. Yet  the  intelligence  of  the  day  I ad  contain- 
ed official  correspondence  upon  the  subject,  which 
this  very  resolution  a month  ago  demanded,  and 
which  now  comes  before  the  house  from  Canada. 

Mr.  McKim  had  read  this  correspondence,  and 
saw  in  it  only  additional  reason  why  this  resolu- 
tion ought  not  now  to  be  adopted.  It  would  only 
keep  up  the  feverish  anxiety  of  the  country  to 
know  that  which  the  proper  time  for  knowing  had 
not  yet  come.  The  whole  afiair  was  the  subject  of 
negotiation  at  the  court  of  St.  James, 'and  it  would 
be  improper  to  anticipate  the  result.  He  could  not 
withdraw  his  motion  to  postpone. 

Mr.  Fillmore  and  Mr.  Fletcher,  of  Vermont,  in- 
sisted upon  the  importance  of  this  information  to 
the  whole  country,  and  to  their  constituents  in  par- 
ticular, and  hoped  the  motion  would  not  prevail. 

The  motion  to  postpone  was  rejected  without  a 
division;  and  the  resolution  was  then  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng,  the  house  resolv- 
ed itself  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  stale 
of  the  union,  (Mr  Casey  in  the  chair,)  upon  the 
general  appropriation  bill. 

An  amendment  offere>d  yesterday  by  Mr.  Hal- 
stead, proposing  to  strike  out  the  appropriation  of 
$4,000  for  a jet  d’eau  in  the  capital  yard,  being 
under  consideration,  and  the  mover  having  posses- 
sion of  the  floor, 

Mr.  Halslead  went  at  length  into  an  examination 
of  the  expenditures  of  the  last  and  present  admin- 
istrations, and  those  of  Mr.  Adams’  administration, 
urging  the  necessity  oftheir  reduction,  and  of  the 
interposition  of  a check  to  alleged  increasing  ex- 
travagances. 

Mr.  Bynum  responded  to  the  remarks  of  Mr. 
Halsted.  His  observations  applied  to  the  stric- 
tures of  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  upon  the 
extravagance  of  the  administration,  and  were 
chiefly  of  a personal  character. 

Mr.  Lincoln  expressed  his  surprise  (hat  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  Jersey  should  have  introduced 
his  review  of  the  expenditures  upon  an  amend- 
ment so  unimportant.  He  defended  the  appropria- 
tion under  consideration,  and  did  not  consider  that, 
as  chairman  of  the  committee  on  the  public  buil- 
dings, he  had  acted  in  opposition  to  democratic 
principles  in  putting  that  item  into  the  estimates 
upon  which  the  bill  before  the  committee  was  bas- 
ed. He  was  opposed  to  rash  and  indiscriminate 
denunciations  against  the  administration,  arid  be- 
lieved that  such  a course  impeded,  rather  than 
aided  desirable  reforms. 

Mr.  Bell  said  that  the  country  was  under  obliga- 
tion to  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  for  his 
elfort  in  bringing  up  the  instances  of  extravagance 
in  expenditure  in  the  administration  of  the  govern- 
ment, whether  in  the  legislative  or  ext cutive  de- 
partments. He  believed  that  that  gentleman  u on  Id 
find  that  some  of  the  items  to  which  he  had  allud- 
ed were  not  the  proper  subjects  of  animadversion  ; 
but  as  to  the  great  mass  of  those  items,  he  was 
correct.  Mr.  B.  was  sorrv  to  perceive  the  tone  in 
which  that  gentleman  had  been  responded  to.  If 
the  positions  of  gentlemen  upon  this  subject  were 
to  be  sanctioned  by  the  house,  there  was  an  end  to 
free  debate  and  free  inquiry  into  the  expenditures 
of  the  government  forever.  Hn  thought  the  present 
the  propel  occasion  for  the  introduction  ofthis  dis- 
cussion, as  to  the  general  expenditures  of  govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  made  some  remarks  in  refer- 
ence to  the  pressing  necessity  of  the  immediate 
passage  of  the  appropriation  bills. 

Mr.  Mercer,  as  a member  of  the  committee  on 
the  public  buildings,  sustained  the  particular  item 
in  the  bill  now  to  be  striken  out. 

Mr.  Halstead  took  flip  floor,  and  gave  way  to 

Mr.  Bell,  who  moved  that  the  committee  rise  ; 
which  was  ordered,  63  to  48. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Underwood,  the  house  ad- 
journed at  ten  minutes  past  5 o’clock. 
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yCj-i’.ie  present  sheet  contains  Mr.  Clay’s,  speech 
on  tlie  sub-treasury  b-i LI . It  has  been  in  type  for 
some  time,  waiting  an  insertion  in  tile  order  of  the 
debate.  In  our  next  vve  will  publish  Mr.  IVeb- 
sler's  speech,  and  follow  it  with  Mr.  Calhoun’s  reply 
to  Mr.  Clay,  and  the  desultory  debate  which  occur- 
red between  those  gentlemen. 

3C?*Since  our  last  general  Scott  arrived  in  this 
city,  and  is,  we  are  pleased  to  learn,  in  excellent 
health. 

OCf-The  “ Globe”  on  Wednesday  night' says: — 
“We  regret  to  learn  that  the  Hon.  Mr.  McKim  of 
Maryland,  has  been  confined  to  his  chamber  by  in- 
dispositionsince  Thursday  last,  which  will  account 
for  his  name  not  being  found  in  the  vole  of  the 
house  since  that  day’. 

The.  sub-treasury  bill,  as  amended  in  various 
particulars,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  on  Satur- 
day night  last  by  a vote  of  27  ayes  to  25  noes,  and 
by  the  same  vote  passed  on  Monday  last.  On 
Tuesday  it  was  reported  to  the  house  by  the  speak- 
er, and,  after  a short  debate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pat- 
ton ordered  to  lie  on  the  table — ayes  106,  nays  98. 
We  have  inserted  the  bill  as  it  passed  the  senate, 
and  all  the  proceedings  upon  it  in  that  body  and  in 
the  house,  in  subsequent  pages,  to  which  our  read- 
ers are  referred. 

Mandamus  case.  On  Thursdary  last  the  cir- 
cuit court  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  was  moved 
to  issue  their  process  of  attachment  against  Jlmos 
Kendall,  esq.  postmaster  general,  for  contempt  in 
disobeying  the  mandamus  heretofore  isssued  in  this 
case.  Mr.  R.  S.  Coxe,  who  read  the  application, 
as  we  learn  from  the  “ Intelligencer,”  made  a short 
statement  of  the  facts  which  had  transpired  since 
the  decision  of  the  supreme  court,  and  read  a cor- 
respondence with  the  postmaster  general  on  the 
subject.  The  court  has  not  made  known  its  decision. 

New  Hampshire.  The  New  “ Hampshire  Pa- 
triot,” of  the  26,  h inst.  says,  Mr.  Hill’s  majority  is 
3033,  and  five  small  towns  to  be  heard  from,  which 
gave  in  1832,  101  for  Jackson  and  23  for  Clay. 

Of  tlie  state  of  parties  in  the  legislature  we  have 
nothing  certain.  But  the  Concord  Statesman, 
(W.,)  of  about  240  members  of  the  house,  puts 
down  114  as  whigs,  10  or  1.2  as  conservatives,  and 
the  balance  as  friends  of  the  administration.. 

Canadian  Affairs.  Gen.  Sutherland,  of  the 
patriot  army,  an  account  of  whose  capture  we 
published  sometime  since,  is  now  under  trial  by  a 
military  court  martial  at  Toronto-.  He  is  arraigned 
under  an  act,  passed  at  the  recent  session  of  the 
Upper  Canada  legislature,  “to  protect  the  inhabi- 
tants ol  the  province  from  aggression  from  the 
frontier  or  neighboring  countries.” 

On  his  arraignment  he  called  himself  a lawyer — 
which  would  seem,  to  contradict  the  story  of  his  be- 
ing a deserter  from  the  U.  S.  marines. 

After  his  arraignment,  as  we  learn  from  the  New 
York  American,  he  made  an  unsuccessful  attempt 
to  destroy  himself.  Complaining  of  indisposition, 
he  induced  the  jailor  to  send  him  a basin  of  warm 
water,  and  at  the  same  time  asking  for  some  writ- 
ing materials;  they  were3ent,  together  with  a pen- 
knife. Having  induced  the  sentinel  stationed  in 
his  room  to  lie  down  and  sleep,  Sutherland  attempt 
cd  to  destroy  himself,  by  putting  his  feet  and  hands 
in  the  warm  water,  and  with  the  penknife  oppriine- 
the  veins  of  the  arms  and  legs.  The  faintness 
caused  by  the  loss  of  blood,  caused  him  to  fall  on 
the  floor,  which  aroused  the  sentinel;  immediate 
assistance  was  procured,  the  wounds  bound  up, and 
the  prisoner  removed  to  the  hospital. 

The  Hamilton  (U.  C.)  Express,  of  the  17th  inst. 
says: 

Colonel  Prince  has  gone  to  Toronto  to  give  evi- 
dence  against  Sutherland,  Theller,  and  others,  be- 
fore the  court  martial,  which  has  been  organized 
for  their  trial.  We  understand  that  colonel  Prince 
said  the  spot  where  Sutherland  was  taken  has  been 
measured  by  the  American  authorities,  and  declar- 
ed by  them  to  be  within  onr  territory.  If  this  be 
so,  it  cuts  oil  all  hope  which  the  miserable  wretch 
may  have  clung  to  for  the  prolongation  of  his  life. 

M.  Papineau,  ex-speaker  of  the  house  of  assem- 
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bly  ol  Lower  Canada,  and  leader,  as  was  supposed, 
of  the  recent  insurrection,  has,  according  to  a letter 
from  Dr.  Nelson,  a co-patriot,  deserted  back  again 
to  the  royal  authorities,  and  abandoned  the  cause 
of  revolution — induced  thereto,  says  tire  aforesaid 
doctor,  “through  selfish  and  family  motives  regard- 
ing the  seignories  and  inveterate  love  of  the  old 
French  had  laws.” 

A more  miserable  failure,  ora  more  weak,  un- 
purposed and  unconcerted  attempt  to  overthrow  an 
established  government,  was  never  made  than  in 
the  case  of  the  recent  outbreaks  in  Canada. 

Banks,  Currency,  8cc.  The  Albany  Argus  of 
Saturday  last  contains  a statement  of  the  condition 
of  the  banks  of  New  York,  for  the  mouth  ending 
the  1st  inst.  A comparison  with  previous  reports 
shows  the  following  results; 

June  1.  Feh.  1.  March  1. 
Loans  and  disc'  ts,  64,391,299  53,383,854  52,2 18,2:18 
Specie,  - - 2,802,313  3,919  332  4,092,793 

Circulation,  - 14,940.498  11,545,830  11,107,350 
Due  canal  fund,  3,052,533  3,249,730  2,333,221 

“ state  treasurer,  2,152,950  147,527  31,169 

“ U.  S. treasurer,  4.143,383  199,442.  174,996. 

“ Ifid.  depositors,  14,516,813  14,950,163  14,375,291 
Profits,  - - 6,329,726  8 010,450  8,057,769. 

The  above  statements  show  a diminution  of  loans 
and  discounts  for  the  last  month,  of  $'1,095,566;  an, 
increase  of  specie  of  $173,461;  a diminished  circu- 
lation of  $408,500;  a decrease  of  the  canal  fund: 
deposites  of  $386,5.09;  of  individual  deposites, 
$574,872;  and  of  the  state  treasurer’s  deposite  of 
$153,273. 

The  Boston  Daily’  Advertiser  publishes  the  fob 
lowing: 

Resumption  of  specie  payments.  The  late 
bank  convention  at  New  York,  adjourned  to  meet 
again  in  that  city  on  the  2nd  Wednesday  in  April. 
The  associated  banks  of  this  city  have  appointed 
the  same  delegates  who  attended  the  former  con- 
vention, with  instructions,  we  believe,  which  au- 
thorize them  to  agree  to  a resumption  of  specie 
payments  on  the  part  of  the  banks  of  this  city,  at 
as  early  a period  as  the  convention  may  deem  it 
expedient.  We  have  no  doubt  that  the  banks  of 
this  city  will  be  fully  prepared  to  resume  a.t  the 
earliest  date  which  can  be  named  by  the  conven- 
tion. 

The  presidents  of  the  New  Orleans  banks  held 
a preparatory  meeting  on  the  16th  inst.  to  consult 
on  their  joint  action  with  regard  to  the  emission  of 
post  notes,  &c.,  of  which  Mr.  H.  D.  F.  Burthe,  of 
the  Carrollton  bank,  was  appointed  chairman.  It 
was  adjourned  till  next  day,  for  the  purpose  of  ac- 
quiring correct  information  as  to  the  present  cir- 
culation of  each  bank. 


as  they  have  funds,  which  would  make  the  loss  to 
eastern  merchants  bad  enough  in  all  conscience, 
they  hold  those  funds  in  reserve  until  the  accumu- 
lation of  their  notes  depresses  the  price  of  them 
low  enough  to  satisfy  their  plans,  when  lliey  will 
probably  buy  them  up.  The  difficulty  with  the 
other  states,  is  a real  indebtedness,  and  too  liberal 
issues  from  the  banks.  Their  policy  of  present 
ease  will  be  liable  to  recoil  at  the  last  in  heavier 
calamity.  Exchanges  on  the  great  point  of  New 
Orleans  remain  steady,  and  on  Boston,  we  are  hap- 
py to  say,  have  been  brought  down  within  one- 
iburth  or  one-half  percent,  of  par.  The  operation 
has  been  somewhat  severe,  hu-t  the  result  has  been 
quickly  brought  about,  and  will  prepare  the  way 
for  speedy  relief  and  expansion.  Money  is.  scarce 
here  in  a general  wav,  yet  plenty  in  some  circles. 
The  five  per  cent,  treasury  notes  are  a good  deal 
bought  up  for  the  sake  of  the  interest  they  bear. 

On  the  22d  instant,  the  bouse  of  representatives 
of  Massachusetts  rejected  the  motion  of  Mr.  Stur- 
gis to.  instruct  the  committee  to  bring  in  a bill  de- 
claring that  the  charters  of  all  the  banks  in  the 
common  wealth  were  forfeited  in  consequence  of  the 
temporary  suspension  of  specie  payments.  In  fa- 
vor of  rejecting  218,  nays  193. 

In  the  senate,  on  the  same  day.  after  a long  de- 
bate,. the  following  resolution  was  passed  by  a 
unanimous  vote,  thirty-six  senators  voting  in 
favor  of  it.  viz: 

“ Resolved,  That  the  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments by  the  banks  of  this  commonwealth  in  May 
last  was,  under  the  circumstances,  necessary,  expe- 
dient, and  for  the  interest  of  the  people 

Revenue  of  1837.  The  statement  of  the  regis- 
ter of  the  treasury,  recently  presented  to  congress, 
shows  the  amount  of  gross  revenue  which  accrued 
from  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage  in  the  ports  of 
the  United  States  to  be  $31,690,356.  Of  this  amount 
$17,176,908  accrued  in  the  city  of  New’  York; 
4,439.472  in  Boston;  in  Philadelphia  3,195,339;  New 
Orleans  2,291.544;  Baltimore  1,492,424;  Charles- 
ton 693,339;  Savannah  158,223;  Richmond  152.575; 
Mobile  140,762;  Portland  134,837;  and  Salem 
128,081. 

The  amount  of  duties  on  imports  which  accrued 
in  the  city  of  New  York  in  the  year  ending  Sept. 
30,  1837,  was  $10,855,201.  The  amount  which 
accrued  in  the  same  period  in  Boston  was  2,966,109; 
in  Philadelphia,  2,073,778;  Baltimore,  1,220,751  ; 
New  Orleans,  1,670,758;  Salem,  15,1,237. 

The  amount  of  debentures,  bounties,  &e.,  was 
$4,722,663,  of  which  $1,376,844  was  for  expenses 
of  collection.  The  amount  of  debentures  and  other 
deductions  in  New  York  was  1,467,782. 


The  board  of  trade  of  New  York,  at  a meeting 
on  Saturday  evening,  adopted  the  following  resolu- 
tion by  an  almost  unanimous  vote: 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of.  trade  consider  the 
charges,  contained  in  a memorial  to  the  legislature, 
on  the  Phoenix  bank,  fully  proved,  and  that  its  char- 
ter ought  to  he  repealed,  and  its  affair!?  closed  b,y 
competent  receivers. 

The  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce  says  that 
a few  days  have  produced  great  fluctuations  in  the 
rates  of  domestic  exchanges.  The  rate  on  Missis- 
sippi is  now  twenty-five  per  cent,  discount,  Ten- 
nessee 20;  Alabama  bank  notes  ol  large  denomi- 
nations, 17;  Georgia,  10;  Ohio,  8;  Michigan,  12,  and 
Wild  Cat,  25.  The  recent  change  has  been  chiefly 
in  exchange  on  Georgia,  Alahama,  Mississippi  and 
Tennessee.  It  is  said  that  the  banks  of  the  two 
latter  states  have  large  funds  on  the  Atlantic,  which 
they  retuse  altogether  to  employ  in  redeeming  th-eir 
paper,  until,  by  holding  off,  they  get  it  still  lower. 
They  have  bought  immense  quantities  of  cotton 
at  high  prices,  part  of  which  has  been  credited  to- 
wards debts  due  to  the  banks,  and  the  balance  has 
been  settled  by  large  issues  of  their  notes.  These 
notes  constitute  the  local  currency,  and  serve  to 
pay  the  debts  due  from  their  merchants  to.  those  on 
the  Atlantic  cities.  Many  eastern  merchants  have 
taken  these  notes,  and  now  the  banks  contrive  to 
throw  on  them -the  whole  loss  which  would  other- 
wise accrue  on  (he  high  prices  they  have  paid.  In- 
stead of  employing  the  proceeds  of  their  cotton  to 
equalize  exchanges  by  buying  up  their  bills  as  fast 


We  find  in  the  French  papers  the  following  notice 
published  by  the  bank  recently  established  in 
Paris  under  the  chief  direction  of  M.  Laffitte  : 

“ After  the  1st  January,  the  bank  will  issue  notes 
bearing  interest  as  follows  : 

2 per  cent,  on  notes  payable  at  3 days  sight, 

2 1-2  do  do.  12  do 

4 do.  do.  30  do 

The  interest  will  be  paid  only  to  the  day  of  their 
first  presentation. 

These  notes  given  in  exchange  for  money  depo- 
sited with  the  bank  are  transferable  by  endorse- 
ment. 

Drafts  on  all  the  cities  in  the  departments  will: 
be  furnished  falling  due  at  any  period  that  may  be 
required.”  [ N.  Y.  Courier. 

Emancipation  and  Colonization.  The  New 
Orleans  Picayune  of  the  13th  inst.  says — “We  un- 
derstand that  six  hundred  negroes,  belonging  to  a 
gentleman  of  this  city,  lately  deceased,  are  to  be 
liberated  according  to  his  will,  provided  they  are- 
willing  to  goto  Afric?,  in  which  case  ample  pro- 
vision is  to  be  made  for  their  transportation.” 

A steamer  lost.  We  learn,  says  the  St.  Louia 
Bulletin,  “that  the  steamboat  American-,  Lusk, 
master,  on  her  passage  from  Natchez  to  this  port, 
loaded  with  iron,  struck  a snag  at  the  foot  of  Big 
Eddy,  and  sunk  immediately  in  eight  feet  water; 
fortunately  no  lives  were  lost.  The  d"ck  pas- 
sengers have  lost  all  the  property  they  had  on 
board.  The  Wilmington  brought  up  the  crew  and 
passengers  to  this  place.” 
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SUB-TREASURY  BILL. 

The  following  is  the  bill  as  it  passed  the  senate 
on  Saturday  night  last: 

A bill  to  impose  additional  duties  as  depositaries 
upon  certain  public  officers,  to  appoint  receivers 
general  of  public  money,  and  to  regulate  the 
sale-keeping,  transier,  and  disbursement  of  the 
public  moneys  of  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  represen- 
tatives of  the  United  Stales  of  America,  in  congress 
assembled,  That  there  shall  be  prepared  and  provi- 
ded, within  the  new  treasury  building  now  erecting 
at  the  seat  of  government,  suitable  and  convenient 
rooms  for  the  use  of  the  treasurer  of  the  United 
States,  his  assistants  and  clerks;  and  sufficient  and 
secure  fire  proof  vaults  and  safes,  for  the  keeping 
of  the  public  moneys  in  the  possession  and  under 
the  immediate  control  of  the  said  treasurer;  which 
said  rooms,  vaults,  and  safes,  are  hereby  constituted 
and  declared  to  be,  the  treasury  of  the  U nited  States. 
And  the  said  treasurer  of  the  United  States  shall 
keep  all  the  public  money  which  shall  come  to  his 
hands  in  the  treasury  of  the  United  States  as 
hereby  constituted,  until  the  same  are  drawn  there- 
from according  to  law. 

Sec.  2.  Ana  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  mint 
of  the  United  States,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  in 
the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  branch  mint,  in 
the  city  of  New  Orleans,  in  the  state  of  Louisiana, 
and  the  vaults  and  safes  thereof,  respectively,  shall 
be  places  of  deposite  and  safe-keeping  of  the  pub- 
lic moneys  at  those  points  respectively;  and  the 
treasurer  of  the  said  mint  and  branch  mint  respec- 
tively, for  the  time  being,  shall  have  the  custody 
and  care  of  all  public  moneys  deposited  within  the 
same,  and  shall  perform  all  the  duties  required  to 
be  performed  by  them,  in  reference  to  the  receipt, 
safe-keeping,  transfer,  and  disbursements  of  all  such 
moneys,  according  to  the  provisions  hereinafter 
contained. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there 
shall  be  prepared  and  provided,  wdthin  the  custom- 
houses now  erecting  in  the  city  of  New  York,  in 
the  state  of  New  York,  and  in  the  city  of  Boston,  in 
the  state  of  Massachusetts, suitable  and  convenient 
rooms  for  the  use  of  the  receivers  general  of  public 
moneys,  hereinafter  directed  to  be  appointed  at 
those  places  respectively;  and  sufficient  and  secure 
fire  proof  vaults  and  safes  for  the  safe-keeping  of 
the  public  moneys  collected  and  deposited  with 
them,  respectively:  and  the  receivers  general  of 
public  money,  from  time  to  time  appointed  at  those 
points,  shall  have  the  custody  and  care  of  the  said 
rooms,  vaults  and  safes  respectively,  and  of  all  the 
public  money  deposited  within  the  same,  and  shall 
perform  all  the  duties  required  to  be  performed  by 
them  in  reference  to  the  receipt,  safe-keeping, 
transfer,  and  disbursement  of  all  such  moneys,  ac- 
cording to  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there 
shall  be  erected,  prepared,  and  provided,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  United  States,  at  the  city  of  Charles- 
ton, in  the  state  of  South  Carolina,  and  at  the  city 
of  St.  Louis,  in  the  state  of  Missouri,  offices  wdth 
suitable  and  convenient  rooms  for  the  use  of  the 
receivers  general  of  public  money  hereinafter  di- 
rected to  be  appointed  at  the  places  above  named; 
and  sufficient  and  secure  fire  proof  vaults  and  safes 
for  the  keeping  of  the  public  money  collected  and 
deposited  at  those  points  respectively;  and  the  said 
receivers  general,  from  time  to  time  appointed  at 
those  places,  shall  have  the  custody  and  care  of  the 
said  offices,  vaults,  and  safes,  so  to  be  erected,  pre- 
pared, arid  provided,  and  of  all  the  public  moneys 
deposited  within  the  same;  and  shall  perform  all 
the  duties  required  to  be  performed  by  them,  in  re- 
ference to  the  receipt,  safe-keeping' transfer,  and 
disbursement  of  all  such  moneys,  according  to  the 
provisions  hereinafter  contained. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  pre- 
sident shall  nominate,  and,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  senate,  appoint  four  officers,  to 
be  denominated  “receivers  general  of  public  mo- 
ney,” which  said  officers  shall  hold  their  respective 
offices  for  the  term  of  four  years  unless  sooner  re- 
moved therefrom;  one  of  w’hich  shall  be  located  at 
the  city  of  New  York,  in  the  state  of  New  York; 
one  of  which  shall  be  located  at  the  city  of  Boston, 
in  the  state  of  Massachusetts;  one  of  which  shall 
be  located  at  the  city  of  Charleston,  in  the  state  of 
South  Carolina;  and  the  remaining  one  of  w'hich 
shall  be  located  at  the  city  of  St.  Louis,  in  the  state 
of  Missouri;  and  all  of  which  said  officers  shall  give 
bonds  to  the  United  States,  with  sureties,  according 
to  the  provisions  hereinafter  contained,  for  the 
faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  of  thtir  respective 
offices. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  trea- 
surer of  the  United  States,  the  treasurer  of  the 
mint  of  the  United  States,  the  treasurers,  and  those 
acting  as  such,  of  the  various  branch  mints  already 


erected  and  now  erecting,  all  collectors  of  the  cus- 
toms, all  surveyors  of  the  customs  acting  also  as 
collectors,  all  receivers  general  of  public  moneys, 
ail  receivers  of  public  moneys,  all  receivers  of 
public  moneys  at  the  several  land  offices,  and  all 
postmasters,  except  as  is  hereinafter  particularly 
provided,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  required  to  keep 
safely,  without  loaning  or  using,  ail  the  public  mo- 
ney collected  by  them,  or  otherwise  at  any  time 
placed  in  their  possession  and  custody,  till  the  same 
is  ordered  by  the  proper  department  or  officer  of 
the  government  to  be  transferred  or  paid  out:  and 
when  such  orders  for  transfer  or  payment  are  re- 
ceived, faithfully  and  promptly  to  make  the  same 
as  directed,  and  to  do  and  perform  all  other  duties 
as  fiscal  agents  of  the  government,  which  may  be 
imposed  by  this  or  any  other  acts  of  congress,  or 
by  any  regulation  of  the  treasury  department,  made 
in  conformity  to  law;  and  also  to  do  and  perform  all 
acts  and  duties  required  by  law,  or  by  direction  of 
any  of  the  executive  departments  of  the  govern- 
ment, as  agents  for  paying  pensions,  or  for  making 
any  other  disbursements  which  either  of  the  heads  of 
those  departments  may  be  required  by  law  to  make, 
and  which  are  of  a character  to  be  made  by  the  depo- 
sitaries hereby  constituted,  consistently  with  the 
other  official  duties  imposed  upon  them. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  furthei  enacted , That  the  trea- 
surer of  the  United  Staies,  the  treasurer  of  the  mint 
of  the  United  States,  the  treasurer  of  the  branch 
mint  at  New  Orleans,  and  the  receivers  general  of 
public  money  hereinbefore  directed  to  be  appointed, 
shall,  respectively,  give  bonds  to  the  United  States, 
in  such  form,  and  for  such  amounts,  as  shall  be  di- 
rected by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  president,  with 
sureties  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  solicitor  of  the 
treasury;  and  shall  from  time  to  time,  renew, 
strengthen,  and  increase  their  official  bonds,  as  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  with  the  consent  of  the 
president,  may  direct;  any  law  in  reference  to  any 
of  the  official  bonds  of  any  of  the  said  officers  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  at  as 
early  a day  as  possible  after  the  passage  of  this  act, 
to  require  from  the  several  depositaries  hereby  con- 
stituted, and  whose  official  bonds  are  not  hereinbe- 
fore provided  for,  to  execute  bonds  new  and  suita- 
ble in  their  terms  to  meet  the  new  and  increased 
duties  imposed  upon  them  respectively  by  this  act, 
and  with  sureties,  in  sums,  such  as  shall  seem  rea- 
sonable and  safe  to  the' solicitor  of  the  treasury,  and 
from  time  to  time  require  such  bonds  to  be  renewed 
and  increased  in  amount  and  strengthened  by  new 
sureties,  to  meet  any  increasing  responsibility 
which  may  grow  out  of  accumulations  of  money  in 
the  hands  of  the  depositary,  or  out  of  any  othpr 
duty  or  responsibility  arising  under  this  or  any 
other  law  of  congress. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  si  further  enacted,  That  all  col 
lectors  and  receivers  of  public  money,  of  every 
character  and  description,  within  the  District  of 
Columbia,  shall,  as  frequently  as  they  may  be  di- 
rected by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  so  to  do,  pay 
over  to  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States  at  the 
treasury  thereof,  all  public  moneys  collected  by 
them,  or  in  their  hands  ; that  all  such  collectors 
and  receivers  of  public  moneys  within  the  cities  of 
Philadelphia  and  New  Orleans,  shall,  upon  the 
same  direction,  pay  over  to  the  treasurers  of  the 
mints  in  their  respective  cities,  at  the  said  mints, 
all  public  moneys  collected  by  them,  or  in  their 
hands  ; and  that  all  such  collectors  and  receivers  of 
public  moneys  within  the  cities  of  New  York, 
Boston,  Charleston,  and  St.  Louis,  shall,  upon  the 
same  direction,  pay  over  to  the  receivers  general  of 
public  money  in  their  respective  cities,  at  theiroffi- 
ces  respectively,  all  the  public  moneys  collected 
by  them,  or  in  their  hands,  to  be  safely  kept  by  the 
said  respective  depositaries,  until  otherwise  dispos- 
ed of  according  to  law;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  said  secretary  to  direct  such  payments,  by  the 
said  collectors  and  receivers,  at  all  the  said  places, 
at  least  as  often  as  once  in  each  month,  and  as 
much  more  frequently,  in  all  cases,  as  he,  in  his 
discretion,  may  think  proper. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  trans- 
fer the  moneys  in  the  handsef  any  depositary  here- 
by constituted,  to  the  treasury  of  the  United  States; 
to  the  mint  at  Philadelphia  ; to  the  branch  mint  at 
New'  Orleans;  or  to  the  offices  of  either  of  the  re- 
ceivers general  of  public  moneys,  by  this  act  di- 
rected to  be  appointed  ; to  be  there  safely  kept, 
according  to  the  provisions  of  this  act;  and  also  to 
transfer  moneys  in  the  hands  of  anyone  depositary 
constituted  by  this  act  to  any  other  depositary 
constituted  by  the  same,  at  his  discretion,  and  as 
the  safety  of  the  public  moneys,  and  the  conve- 
nience of  the  public  service,  shall  seem  to  him  to 


require.  And  lor  the  purpose  of  payments  on  the 
public  account,  it  shall  be  law  ini  for  the  treasurer 
ol  the  United  States  to  draw  upon  any  of  the  said 
depositaries,  as  he  may  think  most  conducive  to 
the  public  interests,  or  to  the  convenience  of  the 
public  creditors,  or  both. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  mo- 
neys in  the  hands,  care,  and  custody,  of  any  of  the 
depositaries  constituted  by  this  act,  shall  be  con- 
sidered and  held  as  deposited  1o  the  credit  of  the 
treasurer  of  the  United  States,  and  shall  be,  at  all 
times,  subject  to  his  draft,  whether  made  for  trans- 
feror disbursement,  in  the  same  manner  as  though 
the  said  moneys  were  actually  in  the  treasury  of 
the  United  States;  and  each  depositary  shall  make 
returns  to  the  treasury  department  ol  all  moneys 
received  and  paid  by  him,  at  such  times,  and  in 
such  form,  as  shall  be  directed  by  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  when- 
ever public  moneys  shall  accumulate  in  the  hands 
of  any  depositary  constituted  by  this  act,  other  than 
the  treasurer  of  the  United  Slates,  the  treasurer  of 
the  mint  ol  the  United  States,  the  treasurer  of  the 
branch  mint  at  New  Orleans,  and  the  receivers 
general  of  public  money,  to  an  amount  beyond  that 
secured  by  the  bond  ot  the  officer,  or  which  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  shall,  for  any  cause, 
consider  unsafe,  and  it  shall  not  be  desirable  to 
transfer  the  moneys  so  accumulated  to  any  other 
depositary,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  secretary 
to  direct  the  said  moneys,  or  any  portion  thereof, 
to  be  specially  deposited  in  sucli  bank  of  the  state,  , 
or  territory,  wherein  the  depositary  who  is  to  make 
the  deposite  is  located,  as  he,  the  said  secretary, 
shall  select  and  name:  Provided,  The  bank  so  se- 
lected will  agree  to  receive  and  keep  the  moneys 
deposited  with  it  upon  the  terms  and  conditions  in 
the  next  section  of  this  act  prescribed. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  spe- 
cial deposites  of  the  public  moneys  authorized  by 
the  last  preceding  section  of  this  act  to  be  made  in 
banks,  shall  be  made  upon  the  following  terms  and 
conditions,  and  upon  no  other,  namely  : 

First.  All  such  deposiles  shall  be  strictly  spe- 
cial deposites  ; and  the  banks  holding  them  shall 
be  prohibited  in  the  most  effectual  manner,  from 
making  any  use  of  the  moneys  deposited,  by  way 
of  loans,  discounts,  or  in  any  other  manner,  or  for 
any  other  purpose  whatsoever;  and  to  secure  the 
fulfilment  of  this  condition,  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  is  authorized,  in  his  discretion,  to  furnish 
the  banks  selected  as  deposite  banks  with  safes  for 
the  ketping  ol  the  public  moneys  exclusively,  and 
under  the  joint  control  of  the  bank  and  some  desig- 
nated officer  of  the  government,  or  to  adopt  such 
other  guards  as  they  shall  prefer. 

Second  Nothing  but  gold  or  silver,  or  such 
notes,  bills,  or  paper,  issued  under  the  authority  of 
the  United  States,  as  may  be  directed  by  law  to  be 
received  in  payment  of  the  public  flues,  shall  be 

offered  for  deposite,  or  received  by  the  bank  as  a 
deposite,  under  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Third  All  deposites  shall  be  passed,  upon  the 
books  of  the  bank,  to  the  credit  of  the  depositary 
making  the  same  ; bul  no  moneys  deposited  in  pur- 
suance of  this  act  shall  be  withdraw  n w ithout  the 
express  order  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  for 
the  payments;  and  no  drafts  of  the  treasurer  oi  the 
United  States,  or  orders  or  warrants  ol  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury,  for  ordinary  transfer  or  dis- 
bursement, shall  be  made  upon  any  bank  selected 
as  a deposite  bank  under  this  act. 

Fourth.  A commission,  such  as  shall  be  agreed 
upon  between  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  and  the 
bank,  not  in  any  case  to  exceed  one  eighth  ot  one 
per  centum  upon  the  moneys  deposited  with  it, 
shall  be  allowed  and  paid  by  the  United  States,  in 
full  satisfaction  of  all  claims  on  the  part  of  the 
bank  lor  trouble  and  risk  growing  out  of  the  re- 
ceipt, safe  keeping  and  repayment  of  the  special 
deposites  herein  authorized  to  be  made;  all  ac- 
counts for  commissions  to  be  audited  and  paid  at 
the  treasury  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted..  That,  in  case 
no  bank  within  the  state  or  territory  wherein  the 
depositary,  directed  to  make  deposites,  is  located, 
will  consent  to  receive  the  moneys  ol  the  govern- 
ment upon  special  deposite,  according  to  the  fore- 
going conditions  and  regulations,  then  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  secretarv  of  the  treasury  to  select 
some  bank  in  an  adjoining  state,  or  territory,  such 
as  may  be  most  convenient  for  the  officer  to  make 
deposites,  and  the  public  service;  and  in  case  no 
convenient  bank  of  either  character  can  be  found 
willing  to  receive  such  deposiles  upon  the  terms 
proposed,  the  secretary  may  transfer  the  same  to 
the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  to  the  mint,  or 
branch  mints,  or  to  the  officers  of  either  of  the  re- 
ceivers general  of  public  money,  as  shall  be  most 
convenient  to  the  depositary  from  whom  the  mo- 
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ney  is  to  be  transferred,  or  to  the  wants  of  the  pub- 
lic service  in  reference  to  disbursements. 

Sec.  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  sec- 
retary of  the  treasury  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
authorized  to  cause  examinations  to  be  made  of 
the  books,  accounts,  and  money  on  hand,  of  the 
several  depositaries  constituted  by  this  act;  and  for 
that  purpose  to  appoint  special  agents,  as  occasion 
may  require  with  such  compensation  as  he  rnay 
think  reasonable,  to  be  fixed  and  declared  at  the 
time  of  each  appointment,  which  said  examina- 
tions, in  all  cases  where  the  sum  on  hand  usually 
exceeds  three-lourths  of  the  amount  of  the  officer’s 
bond,  shall  not  be  made  less  frequently  than  once 
in  each  year,  and  as  much  more  frequently,  in 
those  and  all  other  cases,  as  the  secretary,  in  his 
discretion,  shall  direct.  The  agents  selected  to 
make  these  examinations  shall  be  instructed  to  ex- 
amine as  well  the  books,  accounts,  and  returns  of 
the  officer,  as  the  money  on  hand,  and  the  manner 
of  its  being  kept,  to  the  end  that  uniformity  and 
accuracy  in  the  accounts,  as  well  as  safety  to  the 
public  moneys,  may  be  secured  thereby. 

Sec.  16.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  in  addi- 
tion to  the  examinations  provided  tor  in  the  last 
preceding  section,  and  as  a further  guard  over  the 
public  •moneys,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  naval 
officer  and  surveyor,  as  a check  upon  the  receiver 
general  of  public  moneys,  or  collector  of  the  cus- 
toms, of  their  respective  districts;  of  each  register 
of  a land  office,  as  a check  upon  the  receiver  of  his 
land  office;  and  of  the  director  and  superintendent 
of  each  mint  and  branch  mint,  when  separate  offices, 
as  a check  upon  the  treasurers,  respectively,  of  the 
said  mints,  or  the  persons  acting  as  such,  at  the 
close  of  each  quarter  of  the  year,  and  as  much 
more  frequently  as  they  shall  be  directed  by  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  to  do  so,  to  examine  the 
books,  accounts,  returns,  and  money  on  hand,  of 
the  receivers  general  of  public  money,  collectors, 
receivers  of  land  offices,  treasurers,  and  persons 
acting  as  such,  and  to  make  a full,  accurate  and 
faithful  return  to  the  treasury  department  of  their 
condition. 

Sec.  17.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said 
officers  respectively,  whose  duty  it  is  made  by  this 
act  lo  receive,  keep,  and  disburse  the  public  mo- 
neys, as  the  fiscal  agent  of  the  government,  may  be 
allowed  any  necessary  additional  expenses  of  safe- 
keeping, transferring,  and  disbursing  said  moneys: 
all  ol  such  expenses  of  every  character  to  be  first 
expressly  authorized  by  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury, whose  directions  upon  all  the  above  subjects, 
by  way  of  direction  and  otherwise,  are  to  be  strict- 
ly followed  by  all  the  said  officers:  Provided  that 
the  whole  number  of  clerks  to  be  appointed  by  vir- 
tue of  this  section  of  this  act,  shall  not  exceed  ten, 
and  that  the  aggregate  compensations  of  the  whole 
shall  not  exceed  eight  thousand  dollars,  nor  shall 
the  compensation  of  any  one  clerk,  so  appointed, 
exceed  eight  hundred  dollars  per  annum. 

Sec.  18.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury  shall,  with  as  much  promp- 
titude as  the  convenience  of  the  public  business 
and  the  safety  of  the  public  funds  will  permit,  with- 
draw the  balances  remaining  with  the  present  de- 
positaries of  the  public  moneys,  and  confine  the 
sale-keeping,  transfer,  and  disbursement  of  those 
moneys  to  the  depositaries  established  by  this 
act. 

Sec.  19.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  mar- 
shalls, district  attorneys,  and  others,  having  public 
money  to  pay  to  the  United  States,  and  all  paten- 
tees wishing  to  make  payment  for  patents  to  be  is- 
sued, may  pay  all  such  moneys  to  the  treasurer  of 
the  United  States,  at  the  treasury,  to  the  treasurer 
of  either  of  the  mints,  in  Philadelphia  or  New  Or- 
leans, to  either  of  the  receivers  general  of  the  pub- 
lic money,  or  to  such  other  depositary  constituted 
by  thi3  act,  as  shall  be  designated  by  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury,  in  other  parts  of  the  United  States, 
to  receive  such  payments,  and  give  receipts  or  cer- 
tificates of  deposite  therefor. 

Sec.  20.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  offi- 
cers charged  by  this  act  with  the  safe-keeping, 
transfer,  and  disbursement  of  the  public  moneys, 
are  hereby  required  toilkeep  an  accurate  entry  of' 
each  sum  received,  and  of  the  kind  of  money  in 
which  it  is  received,  and  of  each  payment  or  trans- 
fer, and  of  the  kind  of  currency  in  which  it  is  made; 
and  that  if  any  one  of  the  said  officers  shall  convert 
to  his  own  use,  in  any  way  whatever,  or  shall  use 
by  way  of  investment  in  any  kind  of  property  or 
merchandise,  or  shall  loan,  with,  or  without  inter- 
est, any  portion  of  the  public  monpys  entrusted  to 
him  for  safe-keeping,  disbursement,  transfer,  or  for 
any  other  purpose,  every  such  act  shall  be  deemed 
and  adjudged  to  be  an  embezzlement  of  so  much  of 
the  said  moneys  as  shall  be  thus  taken,  converted, 
invested,  used  or  loaned,  which  is  hereby  declared 
fo  be  a high  misdemeanor,  and  any  officer  orperson 


convicted  thereof  before  any  court  of  the  United 
States  of  competent  jurisdiction,  shall  be  sentenced 
to  imprisonment  for  a term  not  less  than  two,  nor 
more  than  five  years,  and  to  a fine  equal  to  the 
amount  of  the  money  embezzled. 

Sec.  21.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  until 
the  rooms,  offices,  vaults,  and  safes,  directed  by  the 
first  four  sections  of  this  act  to  be  constructed  and 
prepared  for  the  use  of  the  treasurer  of  the  United 
States,  the  treasurers  of  the  mints  at  Philadelphia 
and  New  Orleans,  and  the  receivers  general  of  pub- 
lic money  at  New  York,  Boston,  Charleston,  and 
St.  Louis,  can  be  constructed  and  prepared  lor  use, 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
to  procure  suitable  rooms  for  offices  for  those  offi- 
cers at  their  respective  locations,  and  to  contract 
with  such  banks,  incorporations,  or  individuals,  as 
may  be  willing  to  contract  for  such  use  of  their 
vaults  and  safes  as  may  be  required  for  the  safe- 
keeping of  the  public  moneys  in  the  charge  and 
custody  of  those  officers  respectively,  the  expense 
to  be  paid  by  the  United  States. 

Sec.  22.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
not  be  lawful  for  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to 
make  or  continue  in  force,  any  general  order  which 
shall  create  any  difference  between  the  different 
branches  of  revenue,  as  to  the  funds  or  medium  of 
payment,  in  which  debts  or  dues  accruing  to  (he 
United  States  may  be  paid. 

Sec.  23.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  issue 
and  publish  regulations  to  inforce  the  speedy  pre- 
sentation of  all  government  drafts  for  payment  at 
the  place  where  payable,  and  to  prescribe  the  time, 
according  to  the  different  distances  of  the  deposita- 
ries from  the  seat  of  government,  within  which  all 
drafts  upon  them,  respectively  shall  be  presented 
for  payment;  and  in  default  of  such  presentation, 
to  direct  any  other  mode  and  place  of  payment 
which  he  may  deem  proper. 

Sec.  24.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  re- 
ceivers general  of  public  moneys  directed  by  this 
act  to  be  appointed,  shall  receive,  respective!}',  the 
following  salaries,  per  annum,  to  be  paid  quarter 
yearly,  at  the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  to 
wit:  the  receiver  general  of  public  money  at  New 
York  shall  be  paid  a salary  of  three  thousand  dol- 
lars per  annum;  the  receiver  general  of  public  mo- 
ney at  Boston  shall  be  paid  a salary  of  two 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars  per  annum;  the  re- 
ceiver general  of  public  money  at  Charleston  shall 
be  paid  a salary  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  dol- 
lars per  annum;  and  the  receiver  general  of  public 
money  at  St.  Louis,  shall  be  paid  a salary  of  two 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars  per  annum:  and  these 
salaries,  respectively,  shall  be  in  full  for  the  servi- 
ces of  the  respective  officers;  nor  shall  either  of 
them  be  permitted  to  charge,  or  receive,  any  com- 
mission, pay,  or  perquisite,  for  any  official  service, 
of  any  character  or  description  whatsoever;  and 
the  making  of  any  such  charge,  or  the  receipt  of 
any  such  compensation,  is  hereby  declared  to  be  a 
misdemeanor,  for  which  the  officer  convicted  there- 
of, before  any  court  of  the  United  States  of  com- 
petent jurisdiction,  shall  be  subject  to  punishment 
by  fine,  or  imprisonment,  or  both,  at  the  discretion 
of  the  court  before  which  the  offence  shall  be  tried. 

Sec.  25.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
treasurer  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
authorized  to  receive  at  the  treasury,  and  at  such 
other  points  as  he  may  designate,  payments  in  ad- 
vance for  public  lands,  the  payments  so  made,  in 
all  cases,  to  be  evidenced  by  the  receipt  of  the  said 
treasurer  of  the  United  States;  which  receipts  so 
given  shall  be  current  at  the  several  land  offices  of 
the  United  States,  as  cash,  at  any  public  or  private 
sale  of  lands,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  currency 
authorized  by  law  to  be  received  in  payment  for 
the  public  lands:  Provided,  however,  that  the  re- 
ceipts given  by  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States, 
pursuant  to  the  authority  conferred  in  this  section, 
shall  not  be  negotiable  or  transferable,  by  delivery 
or  assignment,  or  in  any  other  manner  whatsoever, 
but  shall,  in  all  cases,  be  presented  in  payment  for 
lands  by  or  for  the  person  to  whom  the  receipt  was 
given,  as  shown  upon  its  face. 

Sec.  26.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  for  the 
purchase  of  sites,  and  for  the  construction  of  offi- 
ces of  the  receivers  general  of  public  money,  by 
this  act  directed,  to  be  erected  at  Charleston,  S.  C. 
and  at  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  there  shall  be,  and 
hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  mo- 
ney in  the  treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  the 
sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  to  be  expended  under 
the  direction  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  who 
is  hereby  required  to  adopt  plans  for  the  said  offi- 
ces, and  the  vaults  and  sales  connected  therewith, 
and  to  cause  the  same  to  be  constructed  and 
prepared  for  use,  with  as  little  delay  as  shall  be 
consistent  with  the  public  interests,  and  the  con- 
venient location  and  security  of  the  buildings  to  be 


erected:  Provided,  however,  That  if  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  shall  find,  upon  inquiry  and  exami- 
nation, that  suitable  rooms  for  the  use  of  the  re- 
ceiver general  at  Charleston  can  be  obtained  in  the 
custom  house  now  owned  by  the  United  States  at 
that  place,  and  that  secure  vaults  and  safes  can  be 
constructed  in  that  building  for  the  safe-keeping  of 
the  public  money,  then  he^shall  cause  such  rooms 
to  be  prepared  and  fitted  up,  and  such  vaults  and 
safes  to  be  constructed  in  the  custom-house  at 
Charleston,  and  no  independent  office  shall  be  there 
erected. 

Sec.  27.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  for  the 
payment  of  the  expenses  authorized  by  this  act, 
other  than  those  herein  before  provided  for,  a suffi- 
cient sum  of  money  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  ap- 
propriated, to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the 
treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

MR.  CLAYS’  SPEECH 

ON  THE  SOB-TREASURY  BILL. 

Delivered  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  Stales  Feb.  19, 1838. 

Mr.  CLAY,  of  Kentucky,  rose  and  addressed  the 
senate  as  follows:  I have  seen  some  public  service, 
passed  through  many  troubled  times,  and  open  ad- 
dressed public  assemblies,  in  this  capitol  and  else- 
where; but  never  before  have  I risen  in  a deliberative 
body,  under  more  oppressed  feelings,  or  with  a deeper 
sense  of  awful  responsibility.  Never  before  have  I 
risen  to  express  my  opinions  upon  any  public  measure 
fraught  with  such  tremendous  consequences  to  the 
welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  conntry,  and  so  perilous 
to  the  liberties  of  the  people,  as  I solemnly  believe  the 
bill  under  consideration  wili  be.  If  you  knew,  sir, 
what  sleepless  hours  reflection  upon  it  has  cost  me;  if 
you  knew'  with  what  fervor  and  sincerity  I have  im- 
plored Divine  assistance  to  strengthen  and  sustain  me 
in  my  opposition  to  it,  I should  have  credn  with  you, 
at  least,  for  the  sincerity  of  my  convictions,  if  I shall 
be  so  unfortunate  as  not  to  have  your  concurrence  as 
to  the  dangerous  character  of  the  measure.  And  I 
have  thanked  my  God  mat  he  has  prolonged  my  life 
until  the  present  time,  to  enable  me  to  exert  myself  in 
the  service  of  my  country,  against  a project  far  tran- 
scending, in  pernicious  tendency,  any  that  I have  ever 
had  occasion  to  consider.  I thank  him  for  the  health 
I am  permitted  to  enjoy;  I thank  him  for  the  soft  and 
sweet  repose  which  I experienced  last  night;  I thank 
him  for  the  bright  and  glorious  sun  which  shines  upon 
us  this  day.  . . 

It  is  not  my  purpose,  at  this  time,  Mr.  President,  to 
go  at  large  into  a consideration  of  the  causes  which 
have  led  to  the  present  most  disastrous  state  of  public 
affairs.  That  duty  was  performed  by  others,  and  my- 
self, at  the  extra  session  of  congress.  It  was  then 
clearly  shown  that  it  sprung  from  the  ill-advised  and 
unfortunate  measures  of  executive  administration.  I 
now  will  content  myself  with  saying  that,  on  the  4th 
day  of  March,  1829,  Andrew  Jackson,  not  by  the  bless- 
ing of  God,  was  made  president  of  the  United  States; 
that  the  country  then  was  eminently  prosperous;  that 
its  currency  was  as  sound  and  safe  as  any  that  a peo- 
ple were  ever  blessed  with;  that,  throughout  the  wide 
extent  of  this  whole  union,  it  possessed  a uniform  value; 
and  that  exchanges  were  conducted  with  such  regular- 
ity and  perfection,  that  funds  could  be  transmitted  from 
one  extremity  of  the  union  to  the  other,  with  the  least 
possible  risk  or  loss.  In  this  encouraging  condition  of 
the  business  of  the  country  it  remained  for  several  years, 
until  after  the  war,  wantonly  waged  against  the  late 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  was  completely  successful, 
by  the  overthrow  of  that  invaluable  institution.  What 
our  present  situation  is,  it  is  as  needless  to  describe  as 
it  is  painful  to  contemplate.  First  fell  in  our  great  com- 
mercial marts,  distress  and  embarrassment  have  pene- 
trated into  the  interior,  and  now  pervade  almost  the 
entire  union.  It  has  been  justly  remarked  by  one  of 
the  soundest  and  most  practical  writers  tha't  I have 
had  occasion  to  consult,  that  “all  convulsions  in  the 
circulation  and  commerce  of  every  country  must  origi- 
nate in  the  operation  of  the  government,  or  in  the  mis- 
taken views  and  erroneous  measures  of  those  possess- 
ing the  power  of  influencing  credit  and  circulation;  for 
they  are  not  otherwise  susceptible  of  convulsion,  and, 
if  left  to  themselves,  they  will  find  their  own  level,  and 
flow  nearly  in  one  uniform  stream.” 

Yes,  Mr.  President,  we  all  have  but  too  melancholly 
a consciousness  of  the  unhappy  condition  of  our  coun- 
try. We  all  too  well  know  that  our  noble  and  gallant 
ship  lies  helpless  and  immovable  upon  breakers,  dis- 
masted, the  surge  beating  over  her  venerable  sides,  and 
the  crew  threatened  with  instantaneous  destruction. 
IIow  came  she  there?  Who  was  the  pilot  at  the  helm 
when  she  was  stranded?  The  party  in  power!  The 
pilot  was  aided  by  all  the  science  and  skill,  hy  all  the 
charts  and  instruments  of  such  distinguished  naviga- 
tors as  Washington,  the  Adamases,  Jefferson,  Madi- 
son, and  Monroe;  and  yet  he  did  not,  or  could  not, 
save  the  public  vessel.  She  was  placed  in  her  present 
miserable  condition  by  his  bungling  navigation,  or  by 
his  want  of  skill  and  judgment.  It  is  impossible  for 
him  to  escape  from  0"e  or  the  other  horn  of  that  dilem- 
ma. I leave  him  at  liberty  to  choose  between  them. 

I shall  endeavor,  Mr.  President,  in  the  course  of  the 
address  I am  about  making,  to  establish  certain  propo- 
sitions, which  I believe  to  be  incontestible;  and,  for  the 
sake  of  perspicuity,  I will  state  them  severally  to  the 
senate.  I shall  contend — 
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1st.  That  it  was  the  deliberate  purpose  and  fixed  de-  expense  of  which  may  be  paid,  if  thought  advisable,  by 
sign  of  the  late  administration  to  establish  a govern-  allowing  its  officers  to  sell  bills  of  exchange,  to  private  in- 
ment  bank — a treasury  bank — to  be  administered  and  dividuafs  at  a moderate  premium.  Not  being  a corpo- 
controlled  by  the  executive  department.  | rate  body,  having  no  stockholders,  debtors  and  proper- 

2d.  That,  with  that  view,  and  to  that  end,  it  was  its  ty,  and  but  few  officers,  it  would  not  be  obnoxious  to 
aim  and  intention  to  overthrow  the  whole  baking  sys-  ! the  constitutional  objections  which  are  urged  against 
tern,  as  existing  in  the  United  States  when  the  admin-  j the  -present  bank;  and  having  no  means  to  operate  on 


istra'ion  came  into  power,  beginning  with  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  and  ending  with  tire  state  banks. 

3d.  That  the  attack  was  first  confined,  from  con- 
siderations of  policy,  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States; 
but  that,  after  its  overthrow  was  accomplished,  it  was 
then  directed,  and  has  since  been  continued,  against 
the  state  banks. 

4th.  That  the  present  administration,  by  its  acknow- 
ledgements, emanating  from  the  highest  and  most  au- 
thentic source,  has  succeeded  to  the  principles,  plans, 
and  policy  of  the  preceding  administration,  and  stands 
solemnly  .pledged  to  complete  and  perfect  them. 

And,  5ih.  That  the  bill  under  consideration  is  in- 
tended to  execute  the  pledge,  by  establishing,  upon  the 
ruins  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
state  banks,  a government  bank,  to  be  managed  and 
controlled  by  the  treasury  department,  acting  under 
the  commands  of  the  president  of  the  United  Stales. 

1 believe,  solemnly  believe,  the  truth  of  every  one  of 
these  five  propositions.  In  the  support  of  them,  I shall 
not  rely  upon  any  gratuitous  surmises  or  vague  conjec- 
tures, but  upon  proofs,  clear,  positive,  undeniable,  and 
demonstntive.  To  establish  the  first  four,  I shall  ad- 
duce evidence  of  the  highest  possible  authenticity,  or 
facts  admitted  or  undeniable,  and  fair  reasoning  found- 
ed on  them.  And  as  to  the  last,  the  measure  under 
consideration,  I think  the  testimony,  intrinsic  and  ex- 
trinsic, on  which  I depend,  stamps,  beyond  all  doubt, 
its  true  character  as  a government  bank,  and  ought  to 
carry  to  the  mind  of  the  senate  the  conviction  which  I 
entertain,  and  in  which  I feel  perfectly  confident  the 
whole  country  will  share. 

1.  My  first  proposition  is,  that  it  was  the  deliberate 
purpose  and  fixed  design  of  the  late  administration  to 
establish  a government  bank — a treasury  bank — to  be 
administered  and  controlled  by  the  executive  depart- 
ment. To  establish  its  truth,  the  first  proof  which  I 
offer  is  the  following  extract  from  president  Jcckson’s 
annual  message  of  December,  1829: 

“The  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  expires 
in  1836,  and  its  stockholders  will  most  probably  apply 
for  a renewal  of  their  privileges.  In  order  to  avoid  the 
evils  resulting  from  precipitancy,  in  a measure  involv- 
ing such  important  principles,  and  such  deep  pecuni- 
ary interests,  I feet  that  I cannot,  in  justice  to  the 
parties  interested,  too  soon  present  it  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  legislature  and  the  people.  Both  the  consti- 
tutionality and  the  expediency  of  the  law  creating  this 
bank  are  well  questioned  by  a large  portion  of  our  fellow- 
citizens',  and  it  must  be  admitted  by  all  that  it  has  fail- 
ed in  the  great  end  of  establishing  a uniform  and  sound 
currency. 

“Under  these  circumstances,  if  such  an  institution 
is  deemed  essential  to  the  fiscal  operations  of  the  gov- 
ernment, I submit  to  the  wisdom  of  the  legislature, 
whether  a national  one,  founded  upon  the  credit  of  the 
government  and  its  revenues,  might  not  be  devised, 
which  would  avoid  all  constitutional  difficulties,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  secure  all  the  advantages  to  the  gov- 
ernment and  the  country  that  were  expected  to  result 
from  the  present  bank.'” 

This  was  the  first  open  declaration  of  that  implacable 
war  against  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States,  which 
was  afterwards  waged  with  so  much  ferocity.  It  was 
the  sound  of  the  distant  bugle,  to  collect  together  the 
dispersed  and  scattered  forces,  and  prepare  for  batde. 
The  country  saw  with  surprise  the  statement  that  “the 
constitutionality  and  expediency  of  the  law  creating 
this  bank  are  well  questioned  by  a large  portion  of 
our  fellow  citizens,”  when,  in  truth  and  in  fact,  it  was 
well  known  that  but  few  then  doubted  the  constitu- 
tionality, and  none  the  expediency  of  it.  And  the  as- 
sertion excited  much  greater  surprise,  that -“it  must  be 
admitted  by  all  that  it  has  failed  in  .he  great  end  of  es- 
tablishing a uniform  and  sound  currency.’’  In  this 
message,  too,  whilst  a doubt  is  intimated  as  to  the  util- 
ity of  such  an  institution,  president  Jackson  clearly 
first  discloses  his  object  to  establish  a national  one, 
founded  upon  the  credit  of  the  government  and  its  reve- 
nues. His  language  is  perfectly  plain  and  unequivocal. 
Such  a bank,  founded  upon  the  credit  of  the  govern- 
ment and  its  revenues,  would  secure  all  the  advan- 
tages to  the  government  and  the  country,  he  tells  us, 
that  were  expected  to  result  from  the  present  bank. 

In  his  annual  message  of  the  ensuing  year,  the  late 
president  says: 

“The  importance  of  the  principles  involved  in  the 
inquiry,  whether  it  will  be  proper  to  recharter  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  requires  that  I should  again  call 
the  attention  of  congress  to  the  subject.  Nothing  has 
occurred  to  lessen  in  anv  degree  the  dangers  which 
many  of  our  citizens  apprehended  from  that  msutution, 
as  at  present  organized.  In  the  spirit  of  improvement 
and  compromise  which  distinguishes  our  country  and 
its  institutions,  it  becomes  r.s  1 ) inquire  whether  it  be  not 
possible  to  secure  the  advantages  afforded  by  Ike  present 
bank,  through  the  agency  of  a bank  of  the  United  States, 
so  modified  in  its  principles  as  to  obviate  Constitutional 
and  other  objectison. 

“It  is  thought  practicable  to  organize  such  a bank, 
with  the  necessary  officers,  as  a branch  of  the  treasury 
department,  based  on  the  public  and  individual  depos- 
ing, without  power  to  make  loans  or  purchase  property, 
which  sjiall  remit  the  funds  of  die  government;  and  the 


the  ftopes,  fears.,  or  interests  of  large  masses  of  the  com 
munity,  it  would  be  shorn  of  the  influence  which  makes 
that  bank  formidable.” 

In  this  message,  president  Jackson,  after  again  ad- 
verting to  the  imaginary  dangers  of  a bank  of  the 
United  States,  recurs  to  his  favorite  project,  and  in- 
quires “whether  it  he  not  possible  to  secure  the  ad- 
advantages  afforded  by  the  present  bank,  through  the 
agency  of  a bank  of  the  United  States,  so  modified  in 
iis  principles  and  structure  as  to  obviate  constitutional 
and  other-objections.’’  And  to  dispel  all  doubts  of  the 
timid,  and  to  confirm  the  wavering,  he  declares  thatil 
as  thought  practicable  to  organize  such  a bank,  with 
the  necessary  officers,  as  a branch  of  the  treasury  de- 
partment. As  a branch  of  the  treasury  department! 
The  very  scheme  now  under  consideration.  And,  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  such  an  anomalous  institution, 
he  suggests  that  the  officers  of  the  treasury  department 
may  turn  bankers  and  brokers,  and  sell  bills  of  ex- 
change to  private  individuals  at  a moderate  premium! 

In  his  annual  message  of  the  year  1831,  upon  this 
subject,  he  was  brief  and  somewhat  covered  in  his  ex- 
pressions. But  the  fixed  purpose  which  he  entertain- 
ed is  sufficiently  disclosed  to  the  attentive  reader.  He 
announces  that, 

“Entertaining  the  opinions  heretofore  expressed  in 
relation  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  as  at  present 
organized,  I feb  it  my  duty,  in  my  former  messages, 
frankly  to  disclose  them,  in  order  that  the  attention  of 
of  the  legislature  and  the  people  should  be  seasonably 
directed  to  that  important  subject,  and  that  it  might  be 
considered,  and  finally  disposed  of,  in  a manner  best 
calculated  to  promote  the  ends  of  the  constitution,  and 
subserve  the  public  interests.’’ 

What  were  the  opinions  “heretofore”  expressed  we 
have  clearly  seen.  They  were  adverse  to  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  as  at  present  organized,  that  is  to 
say,  an  organization  with  any  independent  corporate 
government;  and  in  favor  of  a national  bank  which 
should  be  so  constituted  as  to  be  subject  to  exclusive 
executive  control. 

At  the  session  of  1831-’32,  the  question  of  the  re- 
charter of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  came  up;  and 
although  the  attention  of  congress  and  the  country  had 
been  repeatedly  and  deliberately  before  invited  to  the 
consideration  of  it  by  president  Jackson  himself,  the 
agitation  of  it  was  now  declared  by  him  and  his  parti- 
sans to  be  precipitate  and  premature.  Nevertheless, 
the  country  and  congress,  conscious  of  the  value  of  a 
safe  and  sound  uniform  currency,  conscious  that  such 
a currency  had  been  eminently  supplied  by  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  and  unmoved  by  all  the  outcry- 
raised  against  that  admirable  institution,  the  reeharter 
commanded  large  majorities  in  both  houses  of  con- 
gress. Fatally  for  the  interests  of  this  country,  the 
stern  self-will  of  general  Jackson  prompted  him  to  risk 
every  thing  upon  its  overthrow-.  On  the  10th  of  July-, 
1832,  the  bill  was  returned  with  his  veto;  from  which 
the  following  extract  is  submttted  to  the  attentive  con- 
sideration of  the  senate: 

“A  bank  of  the  United  States  is,  in  many  respects, 
convenient  for  the  government  and  useful  to  the  peo- 
ple. Entertaining  tins  opinion,  and  deeply  impressed 
with  the  belief  that  some  of  the  powers  and  privileges 
possessed  by  the  existing  bank  are  unauthorized  by  file 
constitution,  subversive  of  the  rights  of  the  states,  and 
dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  people,  I felt  it  my 
duty,  at  an  early  period  of  my  administra'ion.  to  call 
the  attention  of  congress  to  the  practicability  of  organ- 
izing an  institution,  combining  all  its  advantages,  and 
obviating  these  objections.  I sincerely  regret  that,  in 
the  act  before  me,  I can  perceive  none  of  those  modi- 
fications of  the  hank  charter  which  are  necessary,  in 
my  opinion,  to  make  it  compatible  with  justice,  with 
sound  policy,  or  with  the  constitution  of  our  country.” 
“That  a bank  of  the  United  States,  competent  to  all 
the  duties  wdfich  may  be  required  by  government, 
might  be  so  organized  as  not  to  infringe  upon  our  own 
delegated  powers,  or  the  reserved  rights  of  the  states,  I 
do  not  entertain  a doubt.  Had  the  executive  been  call- 
ed upon  to  furnish  the  project  of  such  an  institution,  the 
duty  would  have  been  cheerfully  performed.  In  the  ab- 
sence of  such  a call,  it  is  obviously  proper  that  he 
should  confine  himself  to  pointing  out  those  prominent 
features  in  the  act  presented,  which,  in  his  opinion, 
make  it  incompatible  with  the  constitution  and  sound 
policy.’’ 

President  Jackson  admits,  in  the  citation  which  has 
just  been  made,  that  . a bank  of  the  United  States  is,  in 
many  respects,  convenient  for  the  government;  and 
reminds  congress  that  he  had,  at  an  early  period  of  his 
administration,  called  its  attention  to  the  practicability 
of  so  organizing  such  an  institution  as  to  secure  all  its 
advantages,  w ithout  the  defects  of  the  existing  bank. 
It  is  perfectly  manifest  th.it  he  alludes  to  his  previous 
recommendations  of  a government — a treasury  hank. 
In  the  same  message  he  tells  congress,  that  if  he  had 
been  called  upon  to  furnish  theproject  of  such  an  insti- 
tution, the  duty  would  have  been  cheerf  ully  performed. 
Thus  it  appears  that  he  had  not  only  settled  in  his 
mind  the  general  principle,  but  had  adjusted  the  de- 
tails of  a government  bank,  to  be  subjected  to  execu- 
tive control:  and  congress  is  even  chided  for  not  calling 
upon  him  to  present  them.  The  bill  now  under  con- 


sideration, beyond  all  controversy,  is  lhe  very  project 
which  he  had  in  view,  and  is  :o  consummate  the  work 
which  he  began.  I think,  Mr.  President,  that  you 
must  now  concur  wilh  me  in  considering  lhe  first  pro- 
position as  ful  y maintained.  1 pass  to  the  second  and 
third,  which,  on  account  of  their  intimate  connexion,  I 
will  consider  togeiher. 

2.  That,  with  a view  of  establishing  a government 
bank,  it  was  the  settled  aim  and  intention  oi  the  late 
administration  to  overthrow  die  whole  banking  sys- 
tem of  the  United  States,  as  existing  in  the  United 
Slates  when  that  administration  came  into  power,  be- 
ginning w ith  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  end- 
ing with  the  state  banks. 

3.  That  the  attack  was  first  confined,  from  con- 
siderations of  poliev,  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States; 
but  that,  after  its  overthrow  was  acccmplished,  it  was 
then  directed,  and  has  since  been  continued,  against 
the  state  banks. 

We  are  not  hound  to  inquire  into  the  motives  of  pre- 
sident Jackson  for  desiring  to  subvert  the  established 
monetary  and  financial  system  vvh'ch  he  found  in  ope- 
ration; .and  yet  some  examination  into  those  which 
probably  influenced  his  mind  is  not  without  utility. 
These  are  to  be  found  in  his  pecular  consitution  and 
character.  His  egotism  and  vanity  prompted  him  to 
subject  every  thing  to  his  will;  to  change,  to  remould, 
and  retouch  every  filing-  Hence  the  proscription  which 
characterized  his  administration,  the  universal  expul- 
sion from  office,  at  home  and  abroad,  of  all  who  were 
not  devoted  to  him,  and  the  attempt  to  render  the  exe- 
cutive department  of  government,  to  use  a favorite  ex- 
pression of  his  own,  a complete  “unit.’’  Hence  his 
seizure  of  the  public  deposites  in  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  and  hss  desire  to  unite  the  purse  with  the  sword. 
Hence  his  attack  upon  all  the  systems  of  policy  which 
he  found  in  practical  operation — on  that  of  internal  im- 
provements, and  on  that  of  the  protection  of  national 
industry.  He  was  animated  by  the  same  sort  of  am- 
bition which  induced  the  master-mind  of  the  age,  Na- 
poleon Bonaparte,  to  impress  his  name  upon  every 
thing  in  France.  When  I was  in  Paris,  the  sculptors 
were  busily  engaged  chiseling  out  the  iamous  N.,  so 
odious  to  the  Bourbon  line,  w hich  had  been  conspicu- 
ously carved  on  the  palace  of  the  Tuilleries,  and  on 
other  public  edifices  and  monumeuts  in  the  proud  capi- 
tal of  France.  W’lien,  Mr.  President,  shall  we  tee 
effaced  all  traces  of  the  ravages  committed  by  the  ad- 
ministration of  Andrew  Jackson?  Society  has  been 
uprooted,  virtue  punished,  vice  rewarded,  and  talents 
and  intellectual  endowments  despised;  brutality,  vul- 
garism, and  loco-focoism  upheld,  cherished,  and  coun- 
tenanced. Ages  w ill  roll  around  before  the  moral  and 
political  ravages  which  have  been  committed  will, 
tear,  cease  to  he  discernabie.  General  Jackson’s  am- 
bition was  to  make  his  administrgtion  an  era  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  American  government,  and  he  has  accom- 
plished that  object  of  his  ambition;  hut  I trust  that  it 
will  be  an  era  to  be  shunned  as  sad  and  lamentable, 
and  not  followed  and  imitated  as  supplying  sound  max- 
ims and  principles  of  administration. 

I have  heard  his  hostility  to  banks  ascribed  to  some 
collision  which  he  had  with  one  of  them,  during  the 
late  war,  at  the  city  of  New  Orleans;  and  it  is  .possible 
that  may  have  had  some  influence  upon  his  mind.  The 
immediate  cause,  more  probably,  was  the  refusal  of 
that  perverse  and  unaccommodating  gentleman,  Nick 
Bidale,  to  turn  out  of  the  office  of  president  of  the  New 
Plampshire  branch  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  at 
the  instance  of  his  excellency  Isaac  Hill,  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1829,  that  giant-like  person,  Jeremiah  Mason- 
giant  in  body,  and  giant  in  mind.  War  and  strife, 
endless  war  and  strife,  personal  or  national,  foreign  or 
domestic,  were  the  aliment  of  the  late  presidents  exist- 
ence. War  against  the  bank,  w'ar  against  France, 
and  strife  and  contention  with  a countless  number  of 
individuals.  The  wars  with  Black  Hawk  and  the 
Seminoles  were  scarcely  a luncheon  for  his  voracious 
appetite.  And  he  made  his  exit  from  public  hie,  de- 
nouncing war  and  vengeance  against  Mexico  and  the 
state  banks. 

My  acquaintance  with  that  extraordinary  man  com 
menced  in  this  city,  in  the  tall  of  1815  or  1816.  It  wms 
short,  but  highly  respectful,  and  mutually  cordial.  I 
beheld  in  him  the  gallant  and  successful  general,  who, 
by  the  glorious  victory  of  New  Orleans,  had  honorably 
closed  file  second  war  of  our  independence,  and  1 paid 
him  the  homage  due  to  that  eminent  service.  A lew 
years  after,  it  became  my  painful  duty  to  animadvert, 
in  the  house  of  representatives,  with  the  independence 
which  belongs  to  the  representative  character,  upon 
some  of  his  proceedings  in  the  conduct  of  the  Semi- 
nole war,  which  I thought  illegal  and  contrary  to  the 
constitution  and  the  law  of  nations.  A non-inter- 
course between  us  ensued,  which  continued  until  the 
fall  of  1824,  when,  he  being  a member  of  the  senate, 
an  accommodation  between  us  was  sought  to  be 
brought  about  by  the  principal  part  of  the  delegation 
from  his  own  state.  For  that  purpose,  we  were  invit- 
ed to  dine  with  them  at  Claxton’s  boarding  house,  on 
capital  lull,  where  my  venerable  friend  from  Tenessee, 
(Mr.  White)  and  his  colleague  on  the  Spanish  commis- 
sion, were  both  present.  I retired  early  from  dinner, 
and  was  followed  to  the  door  by  general  Jackson  and 
the  present  minister  of  the  United  Stales  at  the  court  of 
Madrid.  They  pressed  me  earnestly  to  take  a seat, 
with  them  in  their  carriage.  My  faithful  servant  and 
friend,  Charles,  was  standing  at  the  door  waiting  for 
me,  with  my  own.  I yielded  to  their  urgent,  politeness, 
directed  Charles  to  follow  with  my  carriage,  and  they 
sat  me  down  at  my  own  door.  We  afterwards  fre- 
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quently  met,  with  mutual  respect  and  cordiality;  dined 
several  times  together,  and  reciprocated  the  hospitality 
of  our  respective  quarters.  This  friendly  intercourse 
continued  until  the  election,  in  the  house  of  representa- 
tives, of  a president  of  the  United  States  came  on  in 
Feb.  1825.  I gave  the  vote  which,  in  the  contingency 
that  happened,  I told  my  colleague,  (Mr.  Crittenden,) 
who  sits  before  me,  prior  to  my  departure  from  Ken- 
tucky, in  November,  1821,  and  told  others, that  I should 
give.  All  intercourse  ceased  between  general  Jackson 
and  myself.  We  have  never  sinGe,  except  once  acci- 
dentally, exchanged  salutations,  nor  met,  except  on 
occasions  when  we  were  performing  the  last  offices 
tinctly  diclosed.  Speaking  of  a sound  currency,  he 
says: 

“Irr  considering  the  means  of  obtaining  so  important 
an  end,  [that  is,  a sound  currency,.]  we  must  set  aside 
all  calculations  of  temporary  convenience,  and  be 
indueneed  by  those  only  that  are  in  harmony  with 
the  true  character  and  permanent  interests  of  the  re- 
public. We  must  recur  to  first  principles  and  see  whai 
it  is  that  has  prevented  the  legislation  of  congress  and 
the  states  on  the  subject  of  currency  from  satisfying  the 
public  expectation,  and  realizing  results  corresponding 
to  those  which  have  attended  the  action  of  our  system 
when  truly  consistent  with  the  great  principle  of  equal- 
ity upon  which  it  res's.  and  with  that  spirit  of  forbear- 
ance and  mutual  concession  and  generous  patriotism 
which  was  originally,  and  must  ever  continue  to  be, 
the  vital  element  of  our  Union. 

“ O.i  this  subject,  I am  sure  that  I cannot  be  mista- 
ken in  ascribing  our  want  of  success  to  the  undue 
countenance  which  has  been  afforded  to  the  spirit  of 
monopoly.  All  the  serious  dangers  which  our  system 
has  vet  encountered  may  be  traced  to  the  resort  to  im- 
plied powers,  and  the  use  of  corporations  clothed  with 
privileges,  the  effect  of  which  is  to  advance  the  inter- 
est ot  the-  few  at  the  expense  of  the  many.  We  have 
felt  but  one  class  of  these  dangers,  exhibited  in  thecon- 
’est  waged  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  against 
tae  government  for  the  last  four  years.  Happily,  they 
Have  been  obviated  for  the  present  by  the  indignant 
resistance  of  the  people  ; but  we  should  recollect  that 
the  principle  whence  they  sprang  is  an  ever-active  one, 
which  will  not  fail  to  renew  its  efforts  in  the  same  and 
in  other  forms,  so  long  as  there  is  a hope  of  success, 
founded  either  on  the  inattention  of  the  people,  or  the 
treachery  of  their  representatives  to  the  subtle  progress 
of  its  influence.’’ 

* * * * “ We  are  now  to  see  whether,  in  the 
present  favorable  condition  of  the  country,  we  cannot 
take  a a effectual  stand  against  this  spirit  of  monopoly, 
and  practically  prove,  in  respect  to  the  currency,  as 
well  as  other  important  interests,  that  there  is  no  ne- 
cessity for  so  extensive  a resort  to  it  as  that  which  has 
been  heretofore  practised.” . 

* * * * “ It  has  been  seen  that  without  the 

agency  of  a great  moneyed  monopoly  the  revenue  can 
be  collected,  and  conveniently  ana  safely  applied  to  al 
the  purposes  of  the  public  expenditure.  It  is  also  as- 
cer  ai  led  that,  instead  of  being  necessarily  made  to 
promote  the  evils  of  an  unchecked  paper  system,  the 
management  of  the  revenue  can  be  made  auxiliary  to 
the  reform  which  the  legislatures  of  several  of  the 
states  have  already  commenced  in  regard  to  the  sup- 
pression of  small  bills  ; and  which  has  only  to  be  fos- 
tered by  proper  regulations  on  the  part  of  congress,  to 
secure  a practical  return,  to  the  extent  required  for  the 
seen  ity  of  the  currency,  to  the  constitutional  medium.’’ 

As  in  theinsiance  ot  the  attack  upon  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Spates,  the  approach  to  the  sta  e banks  is  slow, 
cautious,  and  insidious.  lie  reminds  congress  and  the 
country  that  all  calculations  of  temporary  convenience 
must  be  set  aside;  that  we  must  recur  to  lirst  principles; 
and  that  we  must  see  what  it  is  that  has  prevented  le- 
gislation of  congress  and  the  slates  on  the  subject  of  the 
currency  from  satisfying  public  expectation.  He  de- 
clares his  conviction  that  the  want  of  succes  has  pro- 
ceeded from  undue  countenance  which  has  been  af- 
forded to  the  spirit  of  m.  mopoly.  All  the  serious  dangers 
which  our  system  has  vet  encountered  may  be  traced 
to  the  resort  to  implied  powers,  and  to  the  use  of  corpo 
rations.  We  have  fek,  he  says,  but  one  class  of  these 
dangers  in  the  contest  with  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  and  he  clearly  intimates  that  the  other  class  is 
the  state  banks.  We  are  now  to  see,  he  proceeds, 
whether  in  the  present  favorable  condition  of  the  coun- 
try, we  cannot  take  an  effectual  stand  against  this  spirit 
of  monopoly.  Reverting  to  his  favorite  scheme  of  a 
government  bank,  lie  says  it  is  ascertained  that,  instead 
of  being  made  necessary  to  promote  the  evils  of  an  un- 
checked paper  system , the  management  of  the  recenue 
can  be  made  auxiliary  to  the" reform  which  he  is  desi 
towards  deceased  members  of  congress  or  other  offi- 
cers of  government.  Immediately  after  my  vote,  a 
rancorous  war  was  commenced  against  me,  and  all  the 
barking  dogs  let  loose  upon  me.  I shall  not  trace  it 
during  its  ten  years’  bitter  continuance.  But  I thank 
my  God  that  I stand  here,  firm  and  ereet,  unbent,  un- 
broken, unsubdued,  unawed,  and  ready  to  denounce 
the  rnischevious  measures  of  his  administration,  and 
ready  to  denuunce  this,  its  legitimate  offspring,  the  most 
pernicious  of  them  all. 

His  administration  consisted  of  a succession  of  as- 
tounding measures,  which  fell  on  the  puplic  ear  like 
repeated  bursts  of  loud  and  appalling  thunder.  Before 
the  reverberations  of  one  peal  had.ceased,  another  and 
another  came,  louder  and  louder,  and  more  terrifying. 
Or  rather,  it  was  like  a volcanic  mountain,  emitting 
frightful  eruptions  of  burning  lava.  Before  one  was 
cold  and  crusted;  before  the  voice  of  the  inhabitants  of 


buried  villages  and  cities  were  hushed  in  eternal  silence, 
another,  more  desolating,  was  vomited  forth,  extending 
wider  and  wider  the  circle  of  death  and  destruction, 

Mr.  President,  this  is  no  unnecessary  digression. 
The  personal  character  of  such  a chief  as  I have  been 
describing,  his  passions,  his  propensities,  the  character 
of  his  mind,  should  be  all  thoroughly  studied,  to  com- 
prehend clearly  his  measures  and  his  administration. 
But  I will  now  proceed  to  more  direct  and  strict  proofs 
of  iny  second  and  third  propositions.  That  he  was 
resolved  to  break  down  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
is  proven  by  the  same  citations  from  his  messages 
which  I have  made,  to  exhibit  his  purpose  to  establish, 
a treasury  bank,  is  proven  by  his  veto  message,  and 
by  the  fact  that  he  did  destroy  it.  The  war  against  all 
other  banks  was  not  originally  announced,  because  he 
wished  the  state  banks  to  be  auxiliaries  in  overthrow- 
ing the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  because  such 
an  annunciation  would  have  been  too  rash  and  shock- 
ing upon  the  people  of  the  United  States  for  even  his 
tremendous  inlluence.  It  was  necessary  to  proceed 
in  the  work  with  caution,  and  to  begin  with  that  insti- 
tution against  which  could  be  embodied  the  greatest 
amount  of  prejudice.  The  refusal  to  recharter  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  was  followed  by  a determination 
to  remove  from  its  custody  the  public  money  of  the 
United  States.  That  determination  was  first  whisper- 
ed in  this  place,  denied,  again  intimated,  and  finally, 
in  September,  1833,  executed.  The  agitation  of  the 
American  public  which  ensued,  the  warm  and  animat- 
ed discussions  in  the  country  and  in  congress,  to  which 
that  unconstitutional  measure  gave  rise,  are  all  fresh  in 
our  recollection.  It  was  necessary  to  quiet  the  public 
mind,  and  to  reconcile  the  people  to  what  had  been 
done,  before  president  Jackson  seriously  entered  upon 
his  new  career  of  hostility  to  the  state  banks.  At  the 
commencement  of  the  session  of  congress,  in  183-1,  he 
imagined  a sufficient  calm  had  been  produced,  arid,  in 
his  annual  message  of  that  year,  the  war  upon  the  state 
banks  was  opened.  In  that  message  he  says: 

“It  seems  due  to  the  safety  of  the  public  funds  re- 
maining in  that  bank,  and  to  the  honor  of  the  Ameri- 
can people,  that  measures  be  taken  to  separate  the  gov- 
ernment entirely  from  an  institution  so  rnischevious  to 
the  public  prosperity,  and  so  regardless  of  the  constitu- 
tion and  laws.  By  transferring  the  public  deposites, 
by  appointing  other  pension  agents,  as  far  as  it  had  the 
power,  by  ordering  the  discontinuance  of  the  receipt  of 
bans  checks  in  payment  ot  the  public  dues  after  the 
first’ day  of  January  next,  the  executive  has  exerted  all 
its  lawful  authority  jo  sever  the  connection  between  the 
government  and  this  faithless  corporation.” 

In  this  quotation  it  will  be  seen  that  the  first  germe 
is  contained  of  that  separation  and  divorce  of  the  gov- 
ernment from  banks,  which  has  recently  made  such  a 
conspicuous  figure.  It  relates,  it  is  true,  to  the  late 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  he  speaks  of  separating 
and  severing  the  connection  between  the  government 
and  that  institution.  But  the  idea,  once  developed, 
was  easily  susceptible  of  application  to  all  banking  in- 
stitutions. In  the  message  of  the  succeeding  year,  his 
meditated  attack  upon  the  state  banks  is  more  dis- 
rous  to  introduce.  The  designs  of  president  Jackson 
against  the  sfate  banks  are  more  fully  developed  and 
enlarged  upon  in  his  annual  message  of  1836,  from 
which  I beg  leave  to  quote  the  following  passages: 

“ I beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  another  subject 
intimately  associated  with  the  proceeding  one — the  cur- 
rency of  the  country. 

“It  is  apparent,  from  the  whole  context  of  the  con- 
stitution, as  well  as  the  history  of  the  times  that  gave 
birth  to  it,  that  it  was  the  purpose  of  the  convention  to 
establish  a currency  consisting  of  the  precious  metals. 
These,  from  their  peculiar  properties,  which  rendered 
them  the  standard  of  value  in  all  other  countries,  were 
adopted  in  this,  as  well  to  establish  its  commercial  stand- 
ard, in  reference  to  foreign  countries,  by  a permanent 
rule,  as  to  exclude  the  use  of  a mutable  medium  of  ex- 
change, such  as  of  certain  agricultural  commodities,  re- 
cognised by  the  statutes  of  some  states  as  a tender  for 
debts,  or  the  still  more  pernicious  expedient  of  a paper 
currency.” 

“Variableness  must  ever  be  the  characteristic  of  a 
currency  of  which  the  precious  metals  are  not  the  chief 
ingredient,  or  which  can  be  expanded  or  contracted 
without  regard  to  the  principles  that  regulate  the  value 
of  those  metals  as  a standard  in  the  general  trade  of  the 
world.  With  us,  bank  issues  constitute  such  a curren- 
cy, and  must  ever  do  so,  until  they  are  made  depend- 
ent on  those  just  proportions  of  gold  and  silver,  as  a cir- 
culating medium,  which  experience  has  proved  to  be 
necessary,  not  only  in  this,  but  in  all  other  commercial 
countries.  Where  those  proportions  arc  not  infused  in- 
to the  circulation,  and  do  not  control  it,  it  is  manifest 
that  prices  must  vary  according  to  the  tide  of  bank  is- 
sues, and  the  value  and  stability  of  property  must  stand 
exposed  to  all  the  uncertainty  which  attends  the  admin- 
istration of  institutions  that  are  constantly  liable  to  the 
temptation  of  an  interest  distinct  from  that  of  the  com- 
munity in-  which  they  are  established.” 

“ But  although  various  dangers  to  our  republican  in- 
stitutions have  been  obviated  by  the  failure  of  that  bank 
to  extort  from  the  government  a renewal  of  its  charter, 
it  is  obvious  that  little  has  been  accomplished,  except  a 
salutary  change  of  public  opinion,  towards  restoring  to 
the  country  the  sound  currency  provided  for  in  the  con- 
stitution. In  the  acts  of  several  of  the  states  prohibiting 
the  circulation  of  small  notes,  and  the  auxiliary  enact- 
ments of  congress  at  the  last  session,  forbidding  their 
reception  or  payment  on  public  account,  the  true  policy 
, of  tha  country  has  been  advanced,  and  a larger  portion 


of  the  precious  metals  infused  into  our  circulating  me- 
dium. These  measures  will  probably  be  followed  up  in 
due  time  by  the  enactment  of  state  laws,  banishing 
from  circulation  bank  notes  of  still  higher  denomina- 
tions ; and  the  object  may  be  materially  promoted  by 
further  acts  of  congress,  forbidding  the  employment,  as 
fiscal  agents,  of  such  banks  as  issue  notes  of  low  denom- 
inations, and  throw  impediments  in  the  way  of  the 
circulation  of  gold  and  silver. 

“ The  ell’ects  of  an  extension  of  bunk  credits  and  over- 
issues of  bank  paper,  have  been  strikingly  illustrated  in 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands.  From  the  returns  made 
by  the  various  registers  and  receivers  in  the  early  part 
of  last  summer,  it  was  perceived  that  the  receipts  arising 
from  the  sales  of  public  lands  were  increasing  to  an  un- 
precedented amount.  In  effect,  however,  these  receipts 
amount  to  nothing  more  than  credits  in  banks.  The 
banks  lent  out  their  notes  to  speculators ; they  were 
paid  to  the  receivers,  and  immediately  returned  to  the 
banks,  to  be  lent  out  again  and  again,  being  mere  in- 
struments to  transfer  to  speculators  the  most  valuable 
public  land,  and  pay  the  government  by  a credit  on  the 
books  of  the  banks.  Those  credits  on  the  books  of 
some  of  the  western  banks,  usually  called  deposites, 
were  already  greatly  beyond  their  immediate  means  of 
payment,  and  vyere  rapidly  increasing.  Indeed,  each 
speculation  furnished  means  for  another;  for  no  sooner 
had  one  individual  or  company  paid  in  the  notes,  than 
they  were  immediately  lent  to  another  for  a like  pur- 
pose ; and  the  banks  were  extending  their  business  and 
their  issues  so  largely  as  to  alarm- considerate  men,  and 
render  it  doubtful  whether  these  bank  credits,  if  permit- 
ted to  accumulate,  would  ultimately  be  of  the  least  value 
to  the  government.  The  spirit  of  expansion  and  specu- 
lation was  not  confined  to  the  deposite  banks,  but  per- 
vaded the  whole  multitude  of  banks  throughout  the 
union,  and  was  giving  rise  to  new  institutions  to- aggra- 
vate the  evil. 

“ The  safety  of  the  public  funds,  and  the  interest  of 
the  people  generally,  required  that  these  operations 
should  be  checked;  and  it  became  the  duty  of  every 
branch  of  the  general  and  state  governments  to  adopt 
all  legitimate  and  proper  means  to  produce  that  saluta- 
ry effect.  Under  this  view  of  my  duty,  I directed  the 
issuing  of  the  order,  which  will  he  laid  before  you  by  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  requiring  payment  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  sold  to  be  made  in  specie,  with  an  exception 
until  the  15th  of  the  present  month  in  favor  of  actual 
settlers.  This  measure  has  produced  many  salutary 
consequences.  It  checked  the  career  of  the  western 
banks,  and  gave  them  additional  strength  in  anticipation 
of  the  pressure  which  has  since  pervaded  oureasiern  as 
well  as  the  European  commercial  cities.  By  prevent- 
ing the  expansion  of  the  credit  system,  it  measurably 
cut  off  the  means  of  speculation,  and  retarded  its  pro- 
gress in  monopolising  the  most  valuable  of  the  public 
lands.  It  has  tended  to  save  the  new  states  from  a non- 
resident proprietorship. — one  of  the  greatest  obstacles  to 
the  advancement  of  a new  country  and  the  prosperity 
of  an  old  one.  It  has  tended  to  keep  open  the  public 
lands  for  entry  by  emigrants  at  government  prices,  in- 
stead of  their  being  compelled  to  purchase  of  specula- 
tors at  double  or  treble  prices.  And  it  is  conveying  in- 
to the  interior  large  sums  in  silver  and  gold,  there  to  en- 
ter permanently  into  the  currency  of  the  country,  and 
place  it  on  a firmer  foundation-  It  is  confidently  be- 
lieved that  the  country  will  find,  in  the  motives  which 
induced  that  order,  and  the  happy  consequences  which 
have  ensued,  much  to  commend  and  nothing  to  con- 
demn.” 

It  is  seen  that  he  again  calls  the  attention  ot  congress 
to  the  currency  of  the  country,  alleges  that  it  was  appa- 
rent from  the  whole  context  of  the  constitution,  as  well 
as  the  history  of  the  times  that  gave  birth  to  it,  that  if  was 
the  purpose  of  the  convention  to  establish  a currency 
consisting  of  the  precious  metals;  imputes  variableness 
and  a liability  to  inordinate  contraction  and  expansion 
to  the  existing  paper  system,  and  denounces  bank  is- 
sues as  being  an  uncertain  standard.  H»  felicitates 
himself  upon  the  dangers  which  have  been  obviated  by 
the  overthrow  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  but  de- 
clares that  little  has  been  yet  done,  except  to  produce  a 
salutary  change  of  public  opinion  towards  restoring  to 
the  country  the  sound  currency  provided  for  in  the  con- 
stitution. I will  here  say,  in  passing,  that  all  this  out- 
cry about  the  precious  metals,  gold,  and  the  constitu- 
tional currency,  has  been  put  forth  to  delude  the  peo- 
ple, and  to  use  the  precious  metals  as  an  instrument  to 
break  down  the  banking  institutions  of  the  sta’es,  and 
to  thus  pave  the  wav  for  the  ultimate  establishment  of  a 
great  government  bank.  In  the  present  advanced  state 
of  civilization,  in  the  present  condition  of  the  commerce 
of  the  world,  and  in  the  actual  relations  of  trade  and  in- 
tercourse between  the  different  nations  of  the  world,  it 
is  perfectly  chimerical  to  suppose  that  the  currency  of 
the  United  States  should  consist  exclusively,  or  princi- 
pally, of  the  precious  metals. 

In  the  quotations  which  I have  made  from  the  last 
annual  message  of general  Jackson,  he  speaksof  the  ex- 
tension of  bank  credits,  and  the  over-issues  of  bank  pa- 
per, in  the  operations  upon  the  sales  of  public  lands.  In 
his  message  of  only  the  preceding  year,  the  vast  amount 
of  those  sales  had  been  dwelt  upon  with  peculiar  com- 
plaisance, as  illustrating  the  general  prosperity  of  the 
country,  and  as  proof  of  the  wisdom  of  his  administra- 
tion. But  now  that  which  had  been  announced  ns  a 
blessing  is  deprecated  as  a calami ly.  Now,  his  object 
being  to  assail  the  banking  institutions  of  the  states,  and 
to  justify  that  fatal  treasury  order,  which  I shall  hereaf- 
ter have  occasion  to  notice,  he  expresses  his  apprehen- 
sion of  the  danger  to  which  we  are  exposed  of  losing 
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the  public  domain,  and  getting  nothing  for  it  but  bank 
credits.  He  describes,  minutely,  the  circtdar  process  by 
which  the  notes  of  the  banks  passed  out  of  those  institu- 
tions to  be  employed  in  the  purchase  of  the  public  Ijands, 
and  returned  again  to  them  in  the  form  of  credits  to  the 
government.  He  forgets  that  Mr.  secretary  Taney,  to 
reconcile  the  people  of  the  United  States  to  the  daring 
measure  of  removing  the  public  deposites,  had  stiniula- 
ted  the  banks  to  the  exercise  of  great  liberality  in  the 
grant  of  loans.  He  informs  us,  in  that  message,  that 
the  safety  of  the  public  funds  and  the  interests  of  the 
people  generally,  required  that  these  copious  issues  of 
the  banlis  should  be  checked,  and  that  the  conversion 
of  the  public  lands  into  mere  bank  credits  should  be 
arrested.  And  his  measure  to  accomplish  these  ob- 
jects was  that  famous  treasury  order,  already  adverted 
to.  Let  us  pause  here  for  a moment,  and  contemplate 
the  circumstances  under  which  it  was  issued.  The 
principle  of  the  order  had  been  proposed  and  discussed 
in  congress.  But  one  senator,  as  far  as  I know,  in  this 
branch  of  the  legislature,  and  not  a solitary  member, 
within  my  knowledge,  in  the  house  of  representatives, 
was  in  favor  ofit.  And  yet,  in  about  a week  after  the 
adjournment  of  congress,  the  principle,  which  met  with 
no  countenance  from  the  legislative  authority,  was  em- 
bodied in  the  form  of  a treasury  edict,  and  promulga- 
ted under  the  executive  authority,  to  the  astonishment 
of  the  people  of  the  United  States. 

If  we  possessed  no  other  evidence  whatever  of  the 
hostility  of  president  Jackson  to  the  state  banks  of  the 
United  States,  that  order  would  supply  conclusive  proof. 
Bank  notes,  bank  issues,  bank  credits,  were  distrusted 
and  denounced  by  him.  It  was  proclaimed  to  the  peo- 
ple that  they  were  unworthy  of  confidence.  The  go- 
vernment could  no  longer  trust  in  their  security.  And 
at  a moment  when  the  banking  operations  were  ex- 
tended, and  stretched  to  their  utmost  tension ; when 
they  were  almost  all  tottering  and  ready  to  fall,  for  the 
want  of  that  metallic  basis  on  which  they  all  rested, 
the  executive  announces  its  distrust,  issues  the  treasury 
order,  and  enters  the  market  for  specie,  by  a demand 
of  an  extraordinary  amount  to  supply  the  means  of  pur- 
chasing the  public  lands.  If  the  sales  had  continued  in 
the  same  ratio  they  had  been  made  during  the  previous 
year,  that  is,  at  aDout  the  rate  of  twenty-four  millions 
per  annum , this  unprecedented  demand  created  by  go- 
vernment for  specie  must  have  exhausted  the  vaults  of 
most  of  the  banks,  and  produced  much  sooner  the  ca- 
tastrophe which  occurred  in  May  last.  And,  what  is 
more  extraordinary,  this  wanton  demand  for  specie  up- 
on all  the  banks  of  the  commercial  capitals,  and  in  the 
busy  and  thickly  peopled  portions  of  the  country,  was 
that  it  might  be  transported  into  the  wilderness,  and, 
after  having  been  used  in  the  purchase  of  public  lands, 
deposited  to  the  credit  of  the  government  in  the  books 
of  western  banks,  in  some  of  which,  according  to  the 
message,  there  were  already  credits  to  the  government 
“ greatly  beyond  their  immediate  means  of  payment.” 
Government,  therefore,  did  not  itself  receive,  or  rather 
did  not  retain,  the  very  specie  which  it  professed  to  de- 
mand as  the  only  medium  worthy  of  the  public  hinds. 
The  specie,  which  was  so  uselessly  exacted,  was  trans- 
ferred from  one  set  of  banks,  to  the  derangement  of  the 
commerce  and  business  of  the  country,  and  placed  in 
the  vaults  of  another  set  of  banks  in  the  interior,  form- 
ing only  those  bank  credits  to  the  government  upon 
which  president  Jackson  placed  so  shght  a value. 

Finally,  when  general  Jackson  was  about  to  retire 
from  the  cares  of  government,  he  favored  his  country- 
men with  a farewell  address.  The  solemnity  of  the  oc- 
casion gives  to  any  opinions  which  he  has  expressed  in 
that  document  a claim  to  peculiar  attention.  It  will  be 
seen  on  perusing  it,  that  he  denounces,  more  emphati- 
cally than  in  any  of  his  previous  addresses,  the  bank 
paper  efthe  country,  corporations,  and  what  he  choos- 
es to  denominate  tne  spirit  of  monopoly.  The  senate 
will  indulge  me  in  calling  its  attention  to  certain  parts 
of  that  address,  in  the  following  extracts  : 

“The  constitution  of  the  United  States  unquestiona- 
bly intended  to  secure  to  the  people  a circulating  medi- 
um of  gold  and  silver.  But  the  establishment  of  a na- 
tional bank  by  congress,  with  the  privilege  of  issuing  pa- 
per money  receivable  in  payment  of  the  public  dues, 
and  the  unfortunate  cause  of  legislation  in  the  several 
states  upon  the  same  subject,  drove  from  general  circu- 
lation the  constitutional  currency,  and  substituted  one 
of  paper  in  its  place.’’ 

“ The  mischief  springs  from  the  power  which  the 
moneyed  interest  derives  from  a paper  currency,  which 
they  are  able  to  control ; from  the  multitude  of  corpora- 
tions, with  exclusive  privileges,  which  thejihave  suc- 
ceeded in  obtaining  in  the  different  states,  and  which 
are  employed  altogether  for  their  benefit ; and  unless 
you  become  more  watchful  in  your  states,  and  check 
this  spirit  of  monopoly  and  thirst  for  exclusive  privile- 
ges, you  will,  in  the  end,  find  that  the  most  important 
powers  of  government  have  been  given  or  bartered 
away,  and  the  control  over  your  dearest  interests  has 
passed  into  the  hands  of  these  corporations.” 

“ But  it  will  require  steady  and  persevering  exertions 
on  your  part  to  rid  yourselves  of  the  iniquities  and  mis- 
chiefs of  the  paper  system,  and  to  check  the  spirit  of 
monopoly  and  other  abuses  which  have  sprung  up  with 
it,  and  of  which  it  is  the  main  support.  So  many  inter- 
ests are  united  to  resist  all  reform  on  this  subject,  that 
you  must  not  hope  that  the  conflict  will  be  a short  one, 
nor  success  easy.  My  humble  efforts  have  not  been 
spared,  during  my  administration  of  the  government,  to 
restore  the  constitutional  currency  of  gold  and  silver  : 
and  something,  I trust,  has  been  done  towards  the  ac- 
complishment of  this  most  desirable  object.  But  enough 


yet  remains  to  require  all  your  energy  and  perseverance. 
The  power,  however,  is  in  your  hands,  and  the  remedy 
must  and  will  be  applied,  if  you  determine  upon  it.’’ 

The  mask  is  now  thrown  off,  and  he  boldly  says  that 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States  unquestionably  in- 
tended to  secure  to  the  people  a circulating  medium  of 
gold  and  silver.  They  have  not  enjoyed,  he  says,  that 
benefit,  because  of  the  establishment  of  a national  bank, 
and  the  unfortunate  course  of  legislation  in  the  several 
states.  He  does  not  limit  his  condemnation  of  the  past 
policy  of  his  country  to  the  federal  government,  of  which 
he  had  just  ceased  to  be  the  chief  but  he  extends  it  to 
the  states  also,  as  if  they  were  incompetent  to  judge  of 
the  interests  of  their  respective  ci  tizens.  He  tells  us  that 
the  mischief  springs  from  the  power  which  the  money- 
ed interest  derives  from  a paper  currency,  which  they 
are  able  to  control,  and  the  multitude  of  corporations ; 
and  he  stimulates  the  people  to  become  more  watchful 
in  their  several  states,  to  check  this  spirit  of  monopoly. 
To  invigorate  their  fortitude,  he  tells  the  people  that  it 
will  require  steady  and  persevering  exertions  on  their 
part,  to  rid  themselves  of  the  iniquities  and  mischiefs  of 
the  paper  system,  and  to  check  the  spirit  of  monopoly 
They  must  not  hope  that  the  conflict  will  be  a short  one, 
nor  success  easy.  His  humble  efforts  have  not  been 
spared  during  his  administration,  to  restore  the  consti- 
tutional currency  of  gold  and  silver ; and  although  he 
has  been  able  to  do  something  towards  the  accomplish- 
ment of  that  object,' enough  yet  lemains  to  require  all  the 
energy  and  perseverance  of  the  people. 

Such,  Mr.  President,  are  the  proofs  and  the  argument 
on  which  I rely  to  establish  the  second  and  third  propo- 
sitions which  I have  been  considering.  Are  they  not 
successfully  maintained  ? Is  it  possible  that  any  thing 
could  be  more  conclusive  on  such  a subject? 

I pass  to  the  consideration  of  the  fourth  proposition. 

4.  That  the  present  administration,  by  acknowledg- 
ments emanating  from  the  highest  and  most  authentic 
source,  has  succeeded  to  the  principles,  plans,  and  poli- 
cy, of  the  preceding  administration,  and  stand  solemn- 
ly pledged  to  complete  and  perfect  them. 

The  proofs  on  this  subject  are  brief;  but  they  are 
clear,  direct,  and  plenary.  It  is  impossible  for  any  un- 
biassed mind  to  doubt  for  a moment  about  them  You, 
sir,  will  be  surprised,  when  I shall  array  them  before 
you,  at  their  irresistible  force.  The  first  that  I shall  offer 
is  an  extract  from  Mr.  Van  Buren’s  letter  of  acceptance 
of  the  nomination  of  the  Baltimore  convention,  dated 
May  23d,  1835.  In  that  letter  he  says  : 

“I  content  myself,  on  this  occasion,  with  saying  that 
I consider  myself  the  honored  instrument,  selected  by 
the  friends  of  the  present  administration,  to  carry  out 
its  principles  and  policy;  and  that,  as  well  from  inclina- 
tion as  from  duty,  I shall,  if  honored  with  the  choice  of 
the  American  people,  endeavor  generally  to  follow  in 
the  footsteps  of  president  Jackson,  happy  if  I shall  be 
able  to  perfect  the  work  which  he  has  so  gloriously 
begun.'’’ 

Mr.  Van  Buren  announces  that  he  was  the  honored 
instrument  selected  by  the  friends  of  the  present  ad- 
ministration, to  carry  out  its  principles  and  policy. 
The  honored  instrument!  That  word,  according  to 
the  most  approved  definition,  means  tool.  He  was, 
then,  the  honored  tool — to  do  what  ? to  promote  the 
honor,  and  advance  the  welfare,  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  add  to  the  glory  of  his  country? 
No,  no;  his  country  was  not  in  bis  thoughts.  Party, 
party,  filled  the  place  in  his  bosom  which  country 
should  have  occupied.  He  was  the  honored  tool  to 
earry  out  the  principles  and  policy  of  gen.  Jackson’s 
administration;  and,  if  elected,  he  should,  as  well  from 
inclination  as  from  duty,  endeavor,  generally,  to  tread 
in  the  footsteps  of  gen.  Jackson — happy  it  he  should 
be  able  to  perfect  the  work  which  he  had  so  gloriously 
begun.  Duty  to  whom?  to  the  country,  to  the  whole 
people  of  the  United  States?  No  such  thing;  but  duty 
to  the  friends  of  the  then  administration;  and  that 
duty  required  him  to  tread  in  the  footsteps  of  his  illus- 
trious predecessor,  and  to  perfect  the  work  which  he 
had  begun!  Now,  the  senate  will  bear  in  mind  that 
the  most  distinguishing  features  of  gen.  Jackson’s  ad- 
ministration related  to  the  currency;  that  he  had  de- 
nounced the  banking  institutions  of  the  country;  that 
he  had  overthrown  the  Bank  of  the  United  States;  that 
he  had  declared,  when  that  object  was  accomplished, 
only  one-half  the  work  was  completed;  that  he  then 
commenced  a war  against  the  stale  banks,  in  order  to 
finish  the  other  half;  that  he  constantly  persevered  in, 
and  never  abandoned,  his  favorite  project  of  a great 
government  treasury  bank;  and  that  he  retired  from 
(lie  office  of  chief  magistrate,  pouring  out,  in  his  fare- 
well address,  anathemas  against  paper  money,  corpo- 
rations, and  the  spirit  of  monopoly.  When  all  these 
things  are  recollected,  it  is  impossible  not  to  compre- 
hend clearly  what  Mr.  Van  Buren  means,  by  carrying 
out  the  principles  and  policy  of  the  late  administration. 
No  one  can  mistake  that  those  principles  and  that 
policy  require  him  to  break  down  the  local  institutions 
of  the  states,  and  to  discredit  and  destroy  the  paper 
medium  which  they  issue.  No  one  can  be  at  a loss  to 
understand  that,  in  following  in  the  footsteps  of  presi- 
dent Jackson,  and  in  perfecting  the  work  which  he 
begun,  Mr.  Van  Buren  means  to  continue  attacking, 
systematically,  the  banks  of  the  states,  and  to  erect 
on  their  ruins  that  great  government  bank,  begun  by 
his  predecessor,  and  which  he  is  the  honored  instru- 
ment selected  to  complete.  The  next  proof  which  I 
shall  offer  is  supplied  by  Mr.  Van  Buren’s  inaugural 
address,  from  which  I request  permission  of  the  senate 
to  read  the  following  extract: 

“In  receiving  from  the  people  the  sacred  trust  twice 


confided  to  my  illustrious  predecessor,  and  which  he 
has  discharged  so  faithfully  and  so  well,  I know  that  I 
cannot  expect  to  perform  the  arduous  task  with  equal 
ability  and  success.  But,  united  as  I have  been  in  his 
eounsels,  a daily  witness  of  his  exclusive  and  unsur- 
passed devotion  to  his  country’s  welfare,  agreeing  with 
him  in  sentiments  which  his  countrymen  have  warmly 
supported,  and  permitted  to  partake  largely  of  his  con- 
fidence, I may  hope  that  somewhat  of  the  same  cheer- 
ing approbation  will  be  found  to  attend  upon  my  path?” 

Here  we  find  Mr.  Van  Buren  distinctly  avowing, 
what  the  American  people  well  knew  before,  that  he 
had  been  united  in  the  councils  of  gen.  Jackson;  that 
he  had  agreed  with  him  in  sentiments,  and  that  he  had 
partaken  largely  of  his  confidence  This  intimacy  and 
confidential  intercourse  could  not  have  existed  without 
the  concurrence  of  Mr.  Van  Burenin  all  those  leading 
and  prominent  measures  of  his  friend,  which  related 
to  the  establishment  of  a government  bank,  the  over- 
throw of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  the  attack 
upon  the  state  institutions,  and  the  denunciation  of  the 
paper  currency,  the  spirit  of  monopoly,  and  corpora- 
tions. Is  it  credible  that  general  Jackson  should  have 
aimed  at  the  accomplishment  of  all  those  objects,  and 
entertained  all  these  sentiments,  without  Mr.  Van  Bu- 
ren’s participation. 

I proceed  to  another  point  of  powerful  evidence,  in 
the  conduct  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  in  respect  to  the  famous 
treasury  order.  That  order  had  bren  promulgated, 
originally,  in  defiance  of  the  opinion  of  congress,  had 
been  continued  in  operation  in  defiance  of  the  wishes 
and  will  of  the  people,  and  had  been  repealed  by  a bill 
passed  at  the  last  ordinary  session  of  congress,  by 
overwhelming  majorities.  The  fate  of  that  bill  is  well 
known.  Instead  of  being  returned  to  the  house  in 
which  it  originated,  according  to  the  requirement,  of  the 
constitution,  it  was  sent  to  one  of  the  pigeon-holes  of 
the  department  of  state,  to  be  filed  away  with  an 
opinion  of  a convenient  attorney  general,  always  ready 
to  prepare  one  in  support  of  executive  encroachment. 
On  the  5th  of  March  last  not  a doubt  was  entertained, 
as  far  as  my  knowledge  or  belief  extends,  that  Mr. 
Van  Buren  would  rescind  the  obnoxious  order.  I ap- 
peal to  the  senator  from  Missouri,  who  sits  near  me, 
(Mr.  Linn,)  to  the  senator  from  Mississippi,  who  sits, 
farthest  from  me,  (Mr.  Walker ,1  to  the  senator  from 
Alabama.  (Mr.  King,)  and  to  the  whole  of  the  admin- 
istration senators,  if  such  was  not  the  expectation  of 
all  of  them.  Was  there  ever  an  occasion  in  which  a 
new  administration  had  so  fine  an  opportunity  to 
signalize  its  commencement  by  an  act  of  grace  and 
wisdom,  demanded  by  the  best  interests  and  most 
anxious  wishes  of  the  peopL?  But  Mr.  Van  Buren 
did  not  think  proper  to  embrace  it.  He  had  shared 
too  largely  in  the  confidence  of  his  predecessor,  agreed 
too  fully  w ith  him  in  his  councils,  to  rescind  an  order 
which  constituted  so  essential  a part  of  the  system 
which  had  been  deliberately  adopted  to  overthrow  the 
stale  banks. 

Another  course  pursued  by  the  administration,  after 
the  catastrophe  of  the  suspension  ol  specie  payments 
by  the  oanks,  demonstrates  the  hostile  purposes  to- 
wards them  of  the  present  administration.  When  a 
similar  event  had  occurred  during  the  administration 
of  Mr.  Madison,  did  he  discredit  and  discountenance 
the  issues  of  the  banks,  by  refusing  to  receive  them  in 
payment  of  the  public  dues?  Did  the  state  govern- 
ments, upon  the  former  or  the  late  occasion,  refuse  to 
receive  them  in  payment  of  the  dues  to  them,  respec- 
thely?  And  if  irredeemable  bank  notes  are  good 
enough  for  state  governments  and  the  people,  are  they 
not  good  enough  for  the  federal  government  of  the 
same  people?  By  exacting  specie,  in  all  payments  to 
the  general  government,  that  government  presented  it- 
self in  the  market  as  a powerful  and  formidable  com- 
petitor with  the  banks,  demanding  specie  at  a moment 
when  the  banks  were  making  unexampled  struggles  to 
strengthen  themselves,  and  prepare  for  the  resumption 
of  specie  payments.  The  extent  of  this  government 
demand  for  specie  does  not  admit  of  exact  ascertain- 
ment; but  when  we  reflect  that  the  annual  expendi- 
ture? of  the  government  were  at  the  rate,  including  the 
post  office  department,  of  about  thirty-three  millions  of 
dollars,  and  that  its  income,  made  up  either  of  taxes 
or  loans,  must  be  an  equal  sum,  making  together  an 
aggregate  of  sixty-six  millions,  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
amount  of  specie  required  for  the  use  of  government 
must  be  immensely  large.  It  cannot  be  precisely  de- 
termined, but  would  not  be  less  probably  than  fifteen  or 
twenty  millions  of  dollars  per  annum.  Now,  how  is  it 
possible  for  the  banks,  coming  into  the  specie  market 
in  competition  with  all  the  vast  power  ana  influence  of 
the  government,  to  provide  themselves  with  specie  in 
a reasonable  time  to  resume  specie  payments;  That 
competition  would  have  been  avoided,  if,  upon  the 
stoppage  of  the  banks,  the  notes  of  those  of  whose 
solidity  there  was  no  doubt,  had  been  continued  to  be 
received  in  payment  of  the  public  dues,  as  was  done 
in  Mr.  Madison’s  administration?  And  why,  Mr.  Pre- 
sident, should  they  not  have  been?  Why  should  not 
this  government  receive  the  same  description  of  medium 
which  is  found  to  answer  all  the  purposes  of  the  several 
state  governments?  Why  should  they  have  resorted 
to  the  expedient  of  issuing  an  inferior  paper  medium, 
in  the  form  of  treasury  notes,  and  refusing  to  receive 
the  better  notes  of  safe  and  solid  banks?  Do  not  mis- 
understand me,  Mr.  President.  No  man  is  more 
averse  than  I am  to  a permanent  inconvertible  paper 
medium.  It  would  have  been  as  a temporary  mea- 
sure only  that  I should  have  thought  it  expedient  to 
receive  the  notes  of  good  local  banks.  If,  along  with 
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that  measure,  the  treasury  order  had  been  repealed,  and 
other  measures  adopted  to  encourage  and  coerce  die 
resump.ion  of  specie  payments,  we  should  have  been 
much  nigher  that  desirable  event  than,  I fear,  we  now 
are.  Indeed,  I do  not  see  when  it  is  possible  for  the 
banks  to  resume  specie  payments,  as  long  as  the  go- 
vernment is  in  the  field  making  war  upon  them,  and 
in  the  market  demanding  specie. 

Another  conclusive  evidence  of  the  hostility  to  the 
state  banks,  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  is  to  be 
found  in  that  extraordinary  recommendation  ot  a 
bankrupt  law  contained  in  iiis  message  at  the  extra 
session.  According  to  all  the  principles  of  any  bank- 
rupt system  with  which  I am  acquainted,  the  banks,  by 
the  stoppage  of  specie  payments,  had  rendered  them- 
selves liable  to  its  operation.  If  the  recommended  law 
had  been  passed,  commissions  of  bankruptcy  could 
have  been  immediately  sued  out  against  all  tbe  sus- 
pended banks,  their  assets  seized,  and  the  administra- 
tion of  them  transferred  from  the  several  corporations 
to  which  it  is  now  intrusted,  to  commissioners  appoint- 
ed by  tbe  president  himself.  Tnus,  by  one  blow,  would 
the  whole  of  the  state  banks  have  been  completely 
prostrated,  and  the  way  cleared  for  the  introduction  of 
die  favorite  treasury  bank;  and  is  it  not  in  the  same 
spirit  of  unfriendliness  to  those  banks,  and  with  the 
same  view  of  removing  all  obstacles  to  the  establish- 
ment of  a government  bank,  that  the  bill  was  present- 
ed to  the  senate  a few  days  ago  by  tire  senator  from 
Tennessee  (Mr.  Grundy)  against  the  circulation  of  the 
notes  of  the  old  Bank  of  the  United  Slates'!  At  a 
time  when  there  is  too  much  want  of  confidence,  and 
when  every  thing  that  can  be  done  should  be  done  to 
revive  and  strengthen  it,  we  are  called  upon  to  pass  a 
law  denouncing  the  heaviest  penalty  and  ignominious 
punishment  against  all  who  shall  reissue  the  notes  of 
the  old  Bank  oi  the  United  States,  of  which  we  are 
told  that  about  seven  millions  of  dollars  are  in  circula- 
tion; and  they  constitute  the  best  portion,  of  the  paper 
medium  of  the  country;  the  only  portion  of  it  which 
has  a credit  everywhere,  and  which  serves  the  purpose 
of  a general  circulation;  the  only  portion  with  which  a 
man  can  travel  from  one  end  of  the  continent  to  the 
other,  and  I do  not  doubt  that  the  senator  who  has 
fulminated  these  severe  pains  and  penalties  against  that 
best  part  of  our  paper  medium,  provides  himself  with 
a sufficient  amount  of  it,  whenever  he  leaves  Nash- 
ville, to  take  him  to  Washington.  [Here  Mr.  Grundy 
rose,  and  remarked:  No,  sir;  I always  travel  on  specie.] 
Ah  1 continued  Mr.  Clay , my  old  friend  is  always 
specieous.  I am  quite  sure  that  members  from  a distance 
in  the  interior  generally  find  it  indispensable  to  supply 
themselves,  ou  commencing  their  journey,  with  an  ade- 
quate amount  of  these  identical  notes  to  defray  its  ex- 
penses. Why,  sir,  will  any  man  in  his  senses  deny  that 
these  notes  are  far  better  than  those  which  nave  been 
issued  by  that  government  banker,  Mr.  Levi  Woodbury, 
aided  though  he  be  by  the  chancellor  of  die  exchequer, 
(I  beg  his  pardon,  I mean  the  ex-chancellor,)  the  sena- 
tor from  New  York,  (Mr.  Wright?)  I am  not  going  to 
stop  here  to  inquire  into  the  strict  legality  of  the  reissue 
of  these  notes;  that  question,  together  with  the  power 
of  the  government  to  pass  the  proposed  bill,  will  be 
taken  up  when  it  is  considered.  I am  looking  into  the 
motive  of  such  a measure.  Nobody  doubts  the  per- 
fect safety  of  the  notes;  no  one  can  believe  that  they 
will  not  be  fairly  and  fully  paid.  What,  then,  is  the 
design  of  the  bill?  It  is  to  assail  the  only  sure  general 
medium  which  the  people  possess.  It  is  because  it  may 
come  in  competiuon  with  treasury  notes  or  other  go- 
vernment paper.  Sir,  if  the  bill  had  not  been  pro- 
posed by  my  old  friend  from  Tennessee,  I would  say 
its  author  better  deserved  a penitentiary  punishment 
than  those  against  whom  it  is  directed.  I remember  to 
have  heard  of  an  illustrious  individual,  now  in  retire- 
ment, having,  on  some  occasion,  burst  out  into  the 
most  patriotic  indignation,  because  of  a waggish  trick 
played  off  upon  him,  by  putting  a note  of  the  late 
Bank  of  the  United  States  into  his  silk  purse  with  his 
gold. 

But  it  is  unnecessary  to  dwell  longer  on  the  innume- 
rable proofs  of  the  hostility  against  the  state  banks,  and 
the  deliberate  purpose  of  those  in  power  to  overthrow 
them.  We  hear  and  see  daily  throughout  the  country, 
among  their  partisans  and  presses,  denunciations 
against  banks,  corporations,  rag  barons,  the  spirit  of 
monopoly,  &.C.;  and  the  howl  tor  gold,  hard  money, 
and  the  constitutional  currency;  and  no  one  can  listen 
to  the  speeches  of  honorable  members,  friends  of  the  ad- 
ministration, in  thb  house  and  the  other,  without  being 
impressed  with  a perfect  conviction  that  the  destruction 
of  the  state  banks  is  medita  ed. 

I have  fulfilled  my  promise  Mr.  President,  to  sustain 
the  first  four  propositions  with  which  I set  out.  I now 
proceed  to  the  fifth  proposition: 

5.  That  the  bill  under  consideration  is  intended  to 
execute  Mr.  Van  Buren’s  pledge,  to  complete  and  per- 
fect the  principles,  plans,  and  policy,  of  the  past  admin- 
istration, by  establishing, upon  the  rums  of  the  late  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  state  banks,  a govern- 
ment bank  to  be  managed  and  controlled  by  the  trea- 
sury department,  acting  under  the  commands  of  the 
president  of  the  United  States. 

The  first  impression  made  by  the  perusal  of  the  bill 
is  the  prodigal  and  boundless  discretion  which  it  grants 
to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  irreconcileable  with 
the  genius  of  our  tree  institutions,  and  contrary  to 
the  former  cautious  practice  of  the  government.  As 
originally  reported,  he  was  authorized  by  the  bill  to  al- 
low any  number  of  clerks  he  thjught  proper  to  the  va- 
rious receivers  general,  and  to  fix  their  salaries.  It  will 


be  borne  in  mind  that  this  is  the  mere  commencement 
of  a system;  and  it  cannot  be  doubted  that,  if  put  in- 
to operation,  the  number  of  receivers  general  and 
other  depositaries  of  the  public  money  wotild  be  inde- 
finitely multiplied.  He  is  allowed  to  appoint  as  many 
examiners  of  the  public  money,  and  to  fix  their  salaries, 
as  he  pleases;  he  is  allowed  to  elect  at  pleasure  costly 
buildings;  there  is  no  estimate  for  any  thing;  and  all 
who  are  conversant  with  the  operations  of  the  execu- 
tive branch  of  the  government  know  the  v^ue  and  im- 
portance of  previous  estimates.  There  is  no  other 
check  upon  wasteful  expenditure  but  previous  estimates; 
and  that  was  a point  always  particularly  insisted  upon 
by  Mr.  Jefferson.  The  senate  will  recollect  that,  a few 
days  ago,  when  the  salary  of  the  receiver  general  at 
New  York  was  fixed,  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
on  finance  rose  in  his  place  and  stated  that  it  was  sug- 
gested by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  that  it  should  be 
placed  at  $3,000;  and  the  blank  was  accordingly  so 
filled.  There  was  no  statement  of  the  nature  or  extent 
of  the  duties  to  be  performed,  of  the  time  that  lie  would 
be  occupied,  of  the  extent  of  his  responsibility,  or  the 
expense  of  living  at  the  several  points  where  they  were 
to  be  located  ; njthing  but  the  suggestion  of  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury,  and  that  was  deemed  all-sufficient 
by  a majority.  There  is  no  limit  upon  the  appropria- 
tion which  is  made  to  carry  into  effect  the  bill,  contrary 
to  all  former  usage,  which  invariably  prescribed  a sum 
not  to  be  transcended. 

A most  remarkable  feature  in  the  bill  is  that  to 
which  I have  already  called  the  attention  of  the  senate, 
and  of  which  no  satisfactory  explanation  has  been 
given.  It  is  that  which  proceeds  upon  the  idea  that 
the  treasury  is  a thing  distinct  from  the  treasure  of  the 
United  States,  and  gives  to  the  treasury  a local  habita- 
tion and  a name,  in  the  new  building  which  is  being 
erected  for  the  treasury  department  in  the  city  of  W ash- 
ington.  In  the  treasury,  so  constituted,  is  to  be  placed 
that  pittance  of  the  public  revenue  winch  is  gleaned 
from  the  District  of  Columbia.  All  else,  that  is  to  say, 
nine  hundred  and  ninety-nine  hundredths  of  the  public 
revenue  of  the  U.  S.  is  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
receivers  general,  and  the  other  depositaries  beyond  the 
District  of  Columbia.  Now,  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States  provides  that  no  money  shall  be  drawn 
from  the  public  treasury  but  in  virtue  of  a previous  ap- 
propriation by  law.  Thai  trifling  portion  of  it,  there- 
fore, which  is  within  the  District  of  Columbia,  will  be 
under  the  safeguard  of  the  constitution,  and  all  else  will 
be  at  the  arbitrary  disposal  of  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury. 

It  was  deemed  necessary,  no  doubt,  to  vest  in  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  this  vast  and  alarming  discre- 
tionary power.  A new  and  immense  government 
bank  is  about  to  he  erected.  How  it  would  work  in 
all  its  parls  could  not  be  anticipa.ed  with  certainty;  and 
it  was  thought  proper,  therefore,  to  bestow  a discretion 
commensurate  with  its  novelty  and  complexity,  and 
adapted  to  any  exigencies  which  might  arise.  The 
10th  section  of  the  bill  is  that  in  which  the  power  to 
create  a bank  is  more  particularly  conferred.  It  is 
short,  and  I will  read  it  to  the  senate. 

“Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  transfer  the 
moneys  in  the  hands  of  any  depositary  hereby  con- 
stituted, to  the  treasury  of  the  United  States;  to  the 
mint  at  Philadelphia;  to  the  branch  mint  at  New  Or- 
leans; or  to  the  offices  of  either  of  the  receivers  gene- 
ral of  public-  moneys,  by  this  act  directed  to  be  ap- 
pointed; to  be  there  safely  kept,  according  to  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act;  and  also  to  transfer  moneys  in  the 
hands  of  any  one  depositary,  constituted  by  this  act  to  any 
other  depositary  constituted  by  the  same,  at  his  discre- 
tion, and  as  the  safety  of  the  public  moneys,  and  ike 
convenience  of  the  public  service,  shall  seem  to  him  to 
require.  And  for  the  purpose  of  payments  on  the  pub- 
lic account,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  secretary 
to  draw  upon  any  of  the  said  depositaries,  as  he  may 
think  most  conducive  to  the  public  interests,  or  to  the 
convenience  of  the  public  creditors,  or  both.’’ 

It  will  be  seen  that  it  grants  a power,  perfectly  unde- 
fined, to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  to  shift  and 
transfer  the  public  money,  from  depositary  to  deposita- 
ry, as  he  pleases.  He  is  expressly  authorised  to  trans- 
fer moneys  in  the  hands  of  anyone  depositary,  consti- 
tuted by  the  act,  to  any  other  depositary  constituted  by 
it,  at  his  discretion,  and  as  the  safety  of  the  public  mo- 
neys, and  the  convenience  of  the  public  service,  shall  seem 
to  him  to  require.  There  is  no  specification  of  any  con- 
tingency or  contingencies  on  which  he  is  to  act.  All 
is  left  to  his  discretion.  He  is  to  judge  when  the  public 
service  (and  more  indefinite  terms  could  not  have  been 
employed)  shall  seem  lo  him  to  require  it.  It  has  been 
said  that  this  is  nothing  more  than  the  customary  pow- 
er of  transfer,  exercisea  by  the  treasury  department  from 
the  origin  of  the  government.  I deny  it,  utterly  deny 
it.  It  is  a totally  different  power  from  that  which  was 
exercised  by  the  cautious  Gallatin,  and  other  secreta- 
ries of  the  treasury— a power,  by  the  by,  which,  on 
more  than  one  occasion,  has  been  controverted,  and 
which  is  infinitely  more  questionable  than  the  power  to 
establish  a bank  of  the  United  S ates.  The  transfer 
was  made  by  them  rarely,  in  large  sums,  and  were  left 
to  the  banks  to  remit.  When  payments  were  made, 
they  were  effected  in  the  notes  of  banks  with  which 
the  public  money  was  deposited,  or  to  which  it  was 
transferred.  The  rates  of  exchange  were  regulated  by 
the  state  of  the  market,  and  under  the  responsibility  of 
the  banks.  But  here  is  a power  given  to  transfer  the 
puplic  moneys  without  limit,  as  to  sum,  place,  or  time, 
leaving  every  thing  to  the  discretion  of  the  secretary 


of  the  treasury,  the  receivers  general  and  other  deposi- 
taries. What  a scope  is  allowed  in  the  fixation  of  the 
rates  of  exchange,  whether  of  premium  or  discount,  to 
regulate  the  whole  domestic  exchanges  of  the  country, 
to  exercise  favoritism?  These  former  transfers  were 
not  made  for  disbursement,  but  as  preparatory  to  dis- 
bursement; and  when  disbursed,  it  was  generally  in 
bank  notes.  Tbe  transfers  of  this  bill  are  immediate 
payments,  and  payments  made  not  in  bank  notes  but 
in  specie. 

The  last  paragraph  in  the  section  provides  that,  for 
the  purpose  of  payments  on  the  public  account,  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  secretary  lo  draw  upon  any  of  the  said 
depositaries,  as  he  may  think  most  conducive  lo  the  public 
interest,  or  to  the  convenience  of  the  public  creditors,  or 
both.  It  will  be  seen  that  no  limit  whatever  is  imposed 
upon  the  amount  or  form  of  the  draft,  or  as  to  the  de- 
positary upon  which  it  is  drawn.  He  is  made  the  ex- 
clusive judge  of  what  is  “most  conducive  to  the  public 
interests.”  Now  let  us  pause  a moment,  and  trace  the 
operation  of  the  powers  thus  vested.  The  government 
has  a revenue  of  from  twenty  to  thirty  millions.  The 
secretary  may  draw  it  to  any  one  or  more  points  as  he 
pleases.  More  than  a moiety  of  the  revenue  arising  from 
customs  is  receivable  at  the  port  of  New  York,  to  which 
point  the  secretary  may  draw  all  portions  ofit,il  he  thinks 
it  conducive  to  the  public  interest.  A man  has  to  receive, 
under  an  appropriation  law,  $10,000,  and  applies  to 
Mr.  Secretary  for  payment.  Where  will  you  receive 
it?  he  is  asked.  On  New  York.  How?  In  drafts  from 
$5  to  $500.  Mr.  Secretary  will  give  him  these  drafts 
accordingly,  upon  bank  note  paper,  impressed  like  and 
simulating  bank  notes,  having  ail  suitable  emblazonry, 
signed  by  my  friend  the  treasurer,  (whose  excellent 
radical  sense,  and  solid  and  sound  judgment,  if  he 
ad  been  at  the  head  of  the  treasury,  instead  of  Mr. 
Levi  Woodbury,  when  the  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments took  place,  would  have  relieved  or  mitigated  the 
pecuniary  embarrassments  of  the  government  and  the 
people,)  and  countersigned  by  the  comptroller,  and  filled 
up  in  the  usual  way  of  bank  notes.  Here  is  one  of  them, 
said  Mr.  Clay.  [He  here  held  up  to  the  gaze  of  the 
senate  a treasury  note,  having  all  the  appearance  of  a 
bank  note,  colored,  engraved,  and  executed  like  any 
other  bank  note,  for  $50.]  This,  continued  Mr.  Clay, 
is  a govemmentpost  note,  put  into  circulation,  paid  out 
as  money,  and  prepared  and  sent  forth,  gradually  to 
accustom  the  people  of  this  country  to  government  pa- 
per. 

I have  supposed  $10,000  to  be  received  in  the  mode 
stated  by  a person  entitled  to  receive  it  under  an  ap- 
propriation law.  Now,  let  ns  suppose  what  he  will  do 
with  it.  Anywhere  to  the  south  or  west  it  will  com- 
mand a premium  of  from  two  to  five  per  cent.  No 
where  in  the  United  States  will  it  be  under  par.  Do 
you  suppose  that  the  holder  of  these  drafts  would  be 
fool  enough  to  convert  them  into  specie,  to  be  carried 
and  transported  at  his  risk?  Do  you  think  that  he 
would  not  prefer  that  this  money  should  be  in  the  res- 
ponsible custody  of  the  government,  rather  than  in  his 
own  insecure  keeping?  Do  vou  think  that  he  will  deny 
to  himself  the  opportunity  of  realizing  the  premium  of 
which  he  may  be  perfectly  sure?  Trie  greatest  want 
of  the  country  is  a medium  of  general  circulation,  and 
of  uniform  value  every  where.  That,  especially,  is 
our  want  in  the  western  and  interior  states.  Now, 
here  is  exactly  such  a medium;  and,  supposing  the 
government  hank  to  be  honestly  and  faithfully  admin- 
istered, it  will,  during  such  an  administration,  be  the 
best  convertible  paper  money  in  the  world,  for  two 
reasons:  The  first  is,  that  every  dollar  of  paper  out 
will  be  the  representative  of  a dollar  of  specie  in  the 
hands  of  the  receivers  general,  or  other  depositaries; 
and,  secondly,  if  the  receivers  general  should  embezzle 
the  public  money,  the  responsibility  of  the  government 
to  pay  the  drafts  issued  upon  the  basis  of  that  money 
would  remain  unimpaired.  The  paper,  therefore, 
would  be  as  far  superior  to  the  paper  of  any  private 
corporation  as  the  ability  and  resources  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  are  superior  to  those  of  such 
corporations. 

The  banking  capacity  may  be  divided  into  three  fa- 
culties: deposites,  discount  of  bills  of  exchange,  and 
promissory  notes,  or  either,  and  circulation.  This  gov- 
ernment bank  would  combine  them  all,  except  that  it 
would  not  discount  pnvate  notes,  nor  receive  private 
depositee  In  payments  for  the  public  lands,  indeed, 
individuals  are  allowed  to  make  deposites,  and  to  re- 
ceive certificates  of  their  amount.  To  guard  against 
their  negotiability,  a clause  has  been  introduced  to  ren- 
der them  unassignable.  But  how  will  it  be  possible  to 
maintain  such  an  inconvenient  restriction,  in  a country 
where  every  description  of  paper  imposing  an  obliga- 
tion to  pay  money  or  deliver  property  is  assignable,  at 
law  or  in  equity,  from  the  commercial  nature  and  trad- 
ing character  of  our  people? 

Of  all  the  faculties  which  I have  stated  bf  a hank, 
that  which  creates  a circulation  is  the  most  important  to 
the  community  at  large.  It  is  that  in  which  thousands 
may  be  interested,  wno  never  obtained  a discount,  or 
made  a deposite  with  a bank.  Whatever  a govern- 
ment agrees  to  receive  in  payment  of  the  public  dues 
os  a medium  of  circulation,  is  money,  current  money, 
no  matter  what  its  form  may  be,  treasury  notes,  drafts 
drawn  at  Washington  by  the  treasurer,  on  the  receiver 
general  at  New  York,  or  to  use  the  language  employed 
in  various  parts  of  this  bill,  “such  notes, bills  or  paper 
issued  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States.’’  These 
various  provisions  were  probably  inserted  not  only  to 
cover  the  case  of  treasury  notes,  but  that  of  these  drafts 
in  due  season.  But  if  there  were  no  express  provision 
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of  law,  that  these  drafts  should  be  receivable  in  pay- 
ment of  public  dues,  they  would,  necessarily,  be  so 
employed,  from  their  own  intrinsic  value- 

The  want  of  the  community  of  a general  circulation 
of  uniform  value  everywhere  in  tne  United  States 
would  occasion  vast  amounts  of  the  species  of  drafts 
which  I have  drescribed  to  remain  in  circulation.  The 
appropriations  this  year  will  probably  fall  not  much 
short  of  thirty  millions.  Thirty  millions  of  treasury 
drafts  on  receivers  genera],  ofevery  denomination,  and 
to  any  amount,  may  be  issued  by  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury.  What  amount  would  remain  in  circulation 
cannot  be  determined  a priori,  I suppose  not  less  than 
ten  or  fifteen  millions;  at  the  end  of  another  year  some 
ten  or  fifteen  millions  more;  they  would  fill  all  the 
channels  of  -circulation.  The  war  between  the  gov- 
ernment and -state  banks  continuing,  and  this  mammoth 
government  bank  being  in  the  market,  constantly  de- 
manding specie  for  its  varied  and  ramified  operations, 
confidence  would  be  lost  in  the  notes  of  the  local 
banks,  their  paper  would  gradually  cease  to  circulate, 
and  the  banks  themselves  would  -be  cripled  and  broken. 
The  paper  of  the  government  bank  would  ultimately 
fill  the  vacuum,  as  it  would  instantly  occupy  the  place 
of  the  notes  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

I am  aware,  Mr.  President,  that  by  the  25th  section 
of  the  bill,  in  order  to  disguise  the  purpose  of  the  vast 
machinery  which  we  are  about  -constructing,  it  is  pro- 
vided that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  secretary  -of  the 
treasury  to  issue  and  publish  regulations  to  enforce  the 
speedy  presentation  -of  all  government  drafts  for  pay- 
ments at  the  plaoe  where  payable,  &c.  Now,  what  a 
tremenduous  power  is  here  vested  in  the  secretary!  He 
is  to  prescribe  rules  and  regula.tions  to  enforce  the  speedy 
presentation  of -all  government  drafts  for  payment  ai 
the  place  where  payable.  The  speedy  presentation!  In 
the  case  I have  supposed,  a man  has  his  $10,000  in 
drafts  on  the  receiver  general  at  New  York.  The 
secretary  is  empowered  to  enact  regulations  requiring 
him  speedily  to  present  them,  and,  if  he  do  not,  the  se- 
cretary may  order  them  to  be  paid  at  St.  Louis.  At 
New  York  they  may  be  worth  a premium  of  five  per 
cent.;  on  St.  Louis  they  may  be  liable  to  a discount  of 
five  per  cent.  Now,  in  a free  government,  who  would 
ever  think  of  subjecting  the  property  or  money  of  a ci- 
tizen to  the  exercise  of  such  a power  by  any  secretary 
of  the  treasury?  What  opportunity-does  it  not  afford  to 
reward  a partisan,  or  punish  an  opponent?  It  will  be 
impossible  to  maintain  such  an  odious  and  useless  re- 
striction for  any  length  of  time.  Why  should  the  debtor 
(as  the  government  would  -be  in  the  case  of  such  drafts 
•as  I have  supposed)  require  his  creditor  (as  the  holder  of 
the  draft  would  be)  to  apply  within  -a  prescribed  time  foi 
his  payment?  No,  sir;  the  system  would  control  you; 
you  could  not  control  the  system-  But  if  such  a ridi- 
culous -restriction  could  be  so  continued,  the  drafts 
would,  nevertheless,  whilst  they  were  out,  be  the  time 
long  or  short,  perform  the  office  of  -circulation  and  mo- 
ney. 

Let  us  trace  a little  further  the  operation  of  this  gov- 
ernment bank,  and  follow  it  out  to  its  final  explosion.  1 
have  supposed  the  appropriation  of  some  thirty  millions 
of  dollars  annually  by  the  government,  to  be  disbursed 
in  the  form  of  drafts,  issued  at  Washington  by  the  trea-  - 
sury  department,  upon  the  depositaries.  Of  .that 
amount  some  ten  or  fifteen  millions  would  remain,  the 
first  year,  in  circulation;  at  the  end  of  another  year,  a 
similar  amount  would  continue  in  circulation;  and  so 
on,  from  year  to  year,  until-at  theend  of  a series  of  some 
five  or  six  years,  there  would  be  in  circulation,  to  sup- 
ply the  indispensable  wants  of  eommeroe  and  of  a ge- 
mral  medium  of  uniform  value,  not  less  than  some  six- 
ty or  eighty  millions  of  drafts  issued  by  the  government. 
These  drafts  would  be  generally  upon  the  receiver  gen- 
eral at  New  York,  because,  on  that  point,  they  would 
be  preferred  over  all  others,  as  they  would  command  a 
premium,  or  be  at  par.  throughout  the  whole  extent  of 
the  United  States;  and  we  have  seen  that  tire  secretary 
of  the  treasury  is  invested  with  ample  authority  to  con- 
centrate at  that  point  the  whole  revenue  of  the  United 
States. 

All  experience  has  demonstrated  that  in  banking 
operations  a much  larger  amount  of  patter  can  be  kept 
out  in  circulation  than  the  specie  when  it  is  necessary  to 
retain  in  the  vaults  to  meet  it  when  ; resjnted  for  pay- 
ment. The  proportions  which  the  same  experience  has 
ascertained  to  be  entirely  safe,  are  one  of  specie  to  three 
of  paper.  If,  therefore,  the  executive  government  had 
sixty  millions  of  dollars  accumulated  at  the  port  of  New 
York,  in  the  -hands  of  the  receiver  general,  represented 
by  sixty  millions  of  government  drafts  in  circulation,  it 
would  be  known  that  twenty  .of  that  sixty  millions 
wvuld  be  sufficient  to  retain  to  meet  any  amount  of 
drafts  which,  in  ordinary  times,  would  be  presented  for 
payment.  There  would  then  remain  forty  millions  in 
tue  vaults,  idle  and  unproductive,  and  of  which  no 
practical  use  could  be  made.  Well:  a great  election  is 
at  hand  in  the  state  of  New  York,  the  result  of  which 
will  seal  the  fate  of  an  existing  administration.  If  the 
■application  of  ten  millions  of  that  dormant  capital  could 
save,  at  some  future  day,  a corrupt  executive  from 
■overthrow,  can  it  be  doubted  that  the  ten  millions  would 
be  applied  to  preserve  it  in  power?  Again:  let  us  suppose 
some  great  exigency  to  arise,  a season  of  war,  creating 
severe  financial  pressure  and  embarrassment.  Would 
not  an  issue  of  paper,  founded  upon  and  exceeding  the 
specie  in  the  vaults,  in  some  such  proportions  as  expe- 
rience had  demonstrated  might  be  safely  emitted,  be 
authorised?  Finally,  the  whole  amount  of  specie  might 
be  exhausted,  and  then,  as  it  is  easier  to  engrave  and 
issue  bank  notes  than  to  perform  the  unpopular  office 


of  imposing  taxes  and  burdens,  the  discovery  would 
be  made  that  the  credit  of  the  government  was  a suffi- 
cient basis  whereupon  to  make  emissions  of  -paper  mo- 
ney, to  be  redeemed  when  peace  and  prosperity  return- 
ed. Tlien  we  should  have  the  days  of  continental  mo- 
ney, and  of  assignats,  restored!  Then  we  -should  have 
that  government  paper  medium,  which  the  senator 
from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Calhoun)  considers  the  most 
perfect  of^ll  currency! 

Meantime,  and  during  the  progress  of  this  vast  gov- 
ernment machine,  the  state  banks  would  be  all  pros- 
trated. Working  well,  as  it  may,  if  honestly  adminis- 
istered,  in  the  first  period  of  its  existence,  it  will  be  ut- 
terly impossible  for  them  to  maintain  the  unequal  com- 
petldon.  They  could  not  maintain  it  even  if  the  gov- 
ernment w-ere  actuated  by  no  unfriendly  feelings  to- 
wards them.  But  when  we  know  the  spirit  which  ani- 
mates the  present  executive  towards  them,  who  can 
doubt  that  they  must  fall  in  the  unequal  contest?  Their 
issues  will  be  discredited  and  discountenanced  ; and 
that  system  of  bankruptcy  which  the  president  would 
even  now  put  into  operation  against  them,  will,  in  tne 
sequel,  be  passed  and  enforced  without  difficulty. 

Assuming  the  downfall  of  the  local  banks,  the  inevi- 
lable  consequence  of  the  operations  of  this  great  gov- 
ernment bank;  assuming,  as  I have  shown  would  be 
the  case,  that  the  government  would  monopolise  the 
paper  issues  of  the  country,  and  obtain  the  possession  ot 
a great  portion  of  the  specie  of  the  country,  we  should 
tlien  -behold  a combined  and  concentrated  moneyed 
power,  equal  to  that  of  all  the  existing  banks  of  the 
United  States,  with  that  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United 
States  superadded.  This  tremendous  pow<  r would 
be  wielded  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  acting  un- 
der the  immediate  commands  of  the  president  of  the 
United  States  Here  would  be  a perfect  union  of  the 
sword  and  the  purse;  here  would  be  no  imaginary,  but 
an  actual,  visible,  tangible,  consolidation  of  the  mon- 
eyed power.  Who  or  what  could  withstand  it?  The 
states  themselves  would  become  suppliants  at  the 
feet  of  the  executive  for  a portion  of  those  paper  emis- 
sions, of  the  -power  to  issue  which  they  had  been  strip- 
ped. and  which  Ire  now  exclusively  possessed. 

Mr.  President,  nty  observation  and  experience  have 
satisfied  me  that  the  safety  of  liberty  and  prosperity 
consists  in  the  division  of  power,  whether  political  or 
pecuniary.  In  our  federative  system,  our  security  is  to 
be  found  in  that  happy  distribution  of  power  which  ex- 
ists  between  the  federal  government  and  the  state  gov- 
ernments. In  our  monetary  system,  as  it  lately  existed, 
its  excellence  -resulted  from  that  beautiful  arrangement 
by  which  the  states  had  their  institutions  for  local  pur- 
poses, and  the  general  government  its  institution  for  the 
more  general  purposes  of  the  whole  union.  There  ex- 
isted tne  greatest  congeniality  between  all  the  parts  of 
this  admirable  system.  All  was  homogeneous.  There 
was  no  separation  of  the  federal  government  from  the 
states,  or  from  the  people.  There  w.as  no  attempt  toexe- 
cute  practically  that  absurdity  of  sustaining,  among  the 
same  people,  two  different  currencies  of  unequal  value. 
And  how  admirably  did  the  whole  system,  during  the 
forty  years  ofitsexistenoemove  and  work!  And  on  the- 
two  unfortunate  occasions  of  its  ceasing  to  exist,  how 
quickly  did  the  business  and  transactions  of  the  -coun- 
try run  into  wild  disorder,  and  utter  confusion. 

Hitherto,  I have  considered  this  new  project  as  it  is, 
according  to  its  true  nature  and  character,  and  what  it 
must  inevitably  become.  I have  not  extmiined  it  as  it  is 
not, but  as  its  friends  would  represent  it  to  be.  They  hold 
out  the  idea  that  it  is  a simple  -contrivance  to  collect,  to 
keep-and  to  disburse  the  public  revenue.  In  that  view  of 
it,  every  consideration  of  safety  and  security  recom- 
mends the  agency  of  responsible  corporadons,  rather 
than  the  employment  of  particular  individuate.  It  has 
been  shown  during  the  course  of  this  debate,  that  the 
amount  which  has-been  lost  by  the  defalcation  of  indi- 
viduals, has  exceeded  three  or  four  times  the  amount  of 
all  that  has  been  lost  by  the  local  banks,  although  the 
sums  confided  to  the  care  of  individuals  have  not  been 
probably  one-tenth  part  of  the  amount  that  has  Oeen 
in  tire  custody  of  the  local  banks.  Arid  w>e  all  know' 
that,  during  the  forty  years  of  the  existen-ce-of  the  two 
banks  of  the  United  States,  not  one  cent  was  tost  of  the- 
public  revenue. 

I have  been -eurious,  Mr.  President,  to  know,  whence 
this  idea  of  receivers  general  wasderived.  It  has  been 
supposed  to  have  been  borrowed  from  France.  I*  re- 
quired all  the  pow-er  of  that  most  extraordinary  man 
that  ever  lived,  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  when  he  was  in 
his  meridian  greatness,  to  displace  the  farmers  general, 
and  to  substitute  i-n  their  place  the  receivers  general. 
The  new  system  requires,  I think  I have  heard  it  stated, 
something  like  100.000  employees  to  have  it  executed. 
And,  notwithstanding  the  modesty  of  the  infant  pro- 
miseS'Of  thisnew  project,  I have  no  doubt  that  ultimate- 
ly w-e  shall  have  to  employ  a number  of  persons  ap- 
proximating to  that  which  is  retained  in  France.  That 
will  undoubtedly  be  the  case  whenever  we  shall  revive 
the  system  of  internal  taxation.  In  France,  what  re- 
conciled them  to  the  system  was,  that  Napoleon  first, 
and  the  Bourbons  afterwards,  were  pleased  with  the 
immense  patronage  which  it  gave  them.  Thfev  liked 
to  have  100,000  dependants  to  add  strength  to  the 
throne,  which  had  been  recently  constructed  or  reas- 
cended. I thought,  however,  that  the  learned  chair- 
man of  the  committee  on  finance  must  have  had  some 
other  besides  the  French  model  for  his  receivers  gene- 
ral; and,  accordingly,  .upon  looking  into  Smith’s  history 
of  his  own  state,  l found  that,  when  it  was  yet  a colony, 
some  century  and  a half  ago,  and  when  its  present  no- 
ble capital  still  retained  the  name  of  New  Amsterdam, 


the  historian  says:  “Among  the  principal  laws  enacted 
atthis  session,  we  may  mention  tnatfor  establishing  the 
revenue,  which  was  drawn  into  precedent.  The  sums 
raised  by  it  were  made  payable  into  the  hands  of  receiv- 
ers general,  and  issued  by  the  governor’s  warrant.  By 
this  means  the  governor  became,  for  a season  independ- 
ent of  the  people, and  hence  we  find  frequent  instances  of 
the  assemblies  contending  with  him  for  the  discharge  of 
debts  to  private  persons  contracted  on  thefaith  of  the  gov- 
ernment.” The  then  governorof  the  colony  w as  a man  of 
great  violence  of  temper,  and  arbitrary  in  his  conduct. 
How  the  sub-treasury  system  of  that  day  operated,  the 
same  historian  informs  us  in  a subseo.uent  part  of  his 
work.  ‘The  revenue,’  he  says,  ‘established  the  last  year, 
was  at  this  session  continued  five  years  longer  than  was 
originally  intended.  This  was  rendering  the  governor 
independent  of  the  people.  For,  at  that  day,  die  assem- 
bly had  no  treasure,  but  the  amount  of  -all  taxes  went, 
of  course,  into  the  hands  of  (he  receiver  general,  who 
was  appointed  by  the  crown.  Out  of  thisfu-nd,  moneys 
were  only  issuable  by  the  governor’s  warrant,  so  that 
every  officer  in  the  government,  from  Mr.  Blaithwait, 
who  drew  annually  five  -per  cent,  out  of  the  revenue,  as 
auditor  general,  down  to  the  meanest  servant  of  the 
public,  became  dependent,  solely,  on  the  governor. 
And  hence  we  find  the  house,  at  the  close  of  every 
session,  humbly  addressing  his  excellency  for  the  trifling 
wages  of  their  own  clerk.”  And,  Mr.  President,  if 
this  measure  should  unhappily  pass,  the  day  may  come 
when  the  senate  of  the  United  States  will  have  hum- 
bly to  implore  some  future  president  of  the  United 
States  to  grant  it  -money  to  pay  tire  wages  -of  its  own 
sergeant-a’-arms  and  do-rkeeper. 

Who,  Mr.  President,  are  the  most -conspicuous  of 
those  who  perseveringly  pressed  this  bill,  -upon  con- 
gress and  the  American  people?  Its  drawer  is  the  dis- 
tinguished gentleman  in  the  white  house  not  far  off; 
its  endorser  is  the  distinguished  senator  from  South 
Carolina,  here  present.  What  the  dra  -ver  thinks  of  the 
endorser,  his  cautious  reserve  and  stifled  enmity  pre- 
vent us  from  knowing.  But  the  frankness  of  the  en- 
dorser has  not  left  us  in  t‘he  same  ignorance  with  re- 
spect to  his  opinion  of  the  -drawer.  He  has  -often  ex- 
pressed it  upon  (he  floor  of  the  senate.  On  an  oc- 
casion mot  -very  distant,  denying  him  any  of  the 
nobler  qualifies  of  die  royal  beast  of  the  forest,  he  at- 
tributed to  him  those  which  belong  to  the  most 
orafiy,  most  skulking,  and  one  of  the  meanest  of  the 
quadruped  tribe.  Mr.  President,  if  is  due  to  myseir  to 
say  that  I -do  not  altogether  share  with  the  senator  from 
South  -Carolina  in  this  opinion  of  the  president  of  the 
United  .S'ates.  I have  always  found  him,  in  his  man- 
ners and  deportment,  civil,  courteous,  and  gentlemanly; 
and  lie  dispenses,  in  the  noble  mansion  which  he  now 
occupies,  one  worthy  the  residence  of  the  chief  magis- 
trate of  a great  people,  a generous  and  liberal  hospital- 
ity. An  acquaintance  with  him  of  more  than  twenty 
years’ duration  has  inspired  me  w it-li  a respect  for  the 
man,  although,  1 regret  to  be  compelled  to  say,  I detest 
the  magistrate. 

The  eloquent  senator  from  South Corolima -has  inti- 
mated that  the  course  of  my  friends  -and  myself,  in 
opposing  this  bill,  w as  unpatriotic,  and  that  we  ought 
to  nave  followed  in  his  lead;  and,  in  a late  letter  of  his, 
he  has  spoken  of -his  alliance  with  us,  and  ofhismotives 
for  quitting  it.  I cannotadntit  the  justioe-of  his  reproach. 
We  united,  if,  indeed,  there  were  any  alliance  in  the 
case,  to  restrain  the  enormous  expansion -of  executive 
power;  to  arrest  the  progress  of  corruption;  to  rebuke 
usurpation;  and  to  drive  the  Goths -and  Vanda’s  from 
the  capital;  to  expel  Brennus  -and  his  horde  fiom 
Rome,  who,  when  he  threw  his  swewd  into  the  scale, 
to  augment  the  ransom  demanded  from  the  mistress  of 
the  world,  showed  his  preference  for  gold;  that  he  was 
a hard-money  chiefiian.  It  was  by  the  much  more 
valuable  metal  of  iron  that  be  ■ as  driven  from  her 
gates.  And  how  often  have  we  witnessed  the  senator 
from  South  Carolina,  with  woful  -countenance,  and  in 
doleful  strains,  pouring  forth  touching  and  mournful 
eloquence  on  the  degeneracy  of  the  times,  and  the 
downward  tendency  of  the  republic?  Hay  after  day, 
in  five  senate,  have  we  seen  the  displays -of  his  lofty 
and  impassioned  eloquence.  Although  I shared  largely 
with  the  senator  in  his  apprehension  for  the  purity  of 
our  institutions,  and  the  permanency  of -our  civil  liberty, 
disposed  always  to  look  at  the  brighter  side  -of  human 
affairs,  I was  sometimes  inclined  to  hope  that  the  vivid 
imagination  of  the  senator  had  depicted  the  dangers  by 
which  we  were  encompassed  in  somewhat  stronger 
colors  than- they  justified.  The  arduous  contest  in 
which  we  were  so  tong  engaged  was  about  to  termi- 
na'e  in  a glorious  victory.  'The  very  object  for  which 
the  alliance  was  formed  w as  about  to  be  accomplished. 
At  tins  critical  moment  the  senator  left  us;  he  left  us 
for  the  very  purpose  of  preventing  the  success  of  the 
common  cause.  He  took  up  his  musket,  knapsack, 
and  shot-pouch,  and  joined  the  other  party.  He  went, 
horse,  foot,  -and  dragoon,  and  he  himself  composed 
the  wholg  cotps.  He  went,  as  his  present  most  distin- 
guished ally  commenced  with  his  expunging  resolution, 
solitary  and  alone.  The  earliest  instance  recorded  in 
history,  within  my  recollection,  of  an  ally  drawing  off 
his  forces  from  the  combined  army.  Was  that  of  Achil- 
les at  the  seige  of  Troy.  He  -withdrew,  with  all  his 
troops,  and  remained  in  the  neighborhood,  in  sullen 
and  dignified  inactivity.  But  he  did  not  join  the  Tro- 
jan forces;  and  w hen,  during  the  progress  of  the  seige, 
his  faithful  friend  fell  in  battle,  he  raised  his  avenging 
arm,  drove  the  Trojans  back  into  the  gates  of  Troy,  and 
satiated  his  vengeance  by  slaying  Pnam’s  nobiesL  and 
dearest  son,  the  finest  hero  in  the  immortal  Iliad.  But 
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Achilles  had  been  wronged,  or  imagined  himself  wrong- 
ed in  the  person  of  the  fair  and  beautiful  Briseis.  We 
did  no  wrong  to  the  distinguished  senator  from  South 
Carolina.  On  the  contrary,  we  respected  him,  confided 
in  his  great  and  acknowledged  ability,  his  uncommon 
genius,  his  extensive  experience,  his  supposed  patriot- 
ism; above  all,  we  confided  in  his  stern  and  inflexible 
fidelity.  Nevertheless,  he  left  us,  and  joined  our  com- 
mon opponents,  distrusting  and  distrusted.  He  left  us, 
as  he  tells  us  in  the  Edgefield  letter,  because  the  vic- 
tory which  our  common  arms  were  about  to  achieve, 
was  not  to  enure  to  him  and  his  party,  but  exclusively 
to  the  benefitof  his  allies  and  their  cause.  I thought 
that,  actuated  by  patriotism,  (that  noblest  of  human 
virtues,)  we  had  been  contending  together  for  our  cotri- 
mon  country,  for  her  violated  rights,  her  threatened 
liberties,  her  prostra'e  constitution.  Never  did  I sup- 
pose that  personal  or  party  considerations  entered  into 
our  views.  Whether,  if  victory  shall  ever  again  he 
about  to  perch  upon  the  standard  of  the  spoils  party, 
(the  denomination  which  the  senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina has  so  often  given  to  his  present  allies,)  he  will  not 
feel  himself  constrained,  by  the  principles  on  which  he 
has  acted,  to  leave  them  because  it  may  notenure  to 
the  benefit  of  himself  and  his  party,  I leave  to  be  ad- 
jus’ed  between  themselves. 

Tne  speech  of  the  senator  from  South  Carolina,  was 
plausible,  ingenious,  abstract,  metaphysical,  and  gene- 
ralizing. It  did  not  appear  to  me  to  be  adapted  to  the 
bosoms  and  business  of  human  life.  It  was  aerial,  and 
not  very  high  up  in  the  air,  Mr.  President,  either,  not 
quite  as  high  as  Mr.  Clayton  was  in  his  last  ascension 
in  his  baloon.  The  senator • announced  that  there  was 
a single  alternative,  and  no  escape  from  one  or  the 
other  branch  of  it.  He  stated  that  we  must  take  the  bill 
under  consideration,  or  the  substitute  proposed  by  the 
senator  from  Virginia.  I do  not  concur  in  that  state- 
ment of  the  case.  There  is  another  course  embraced 
in  neither  branch  of  the  senators’s  alterna'ive;  and  that 
course  is  to  do  nothing;  always  the  wisest  when  you 
are  not  certain  what  you  ought  to  do.  Let  us  suppose 
that  neither  branch  of  the  alternative  is  nccep'ed,  and 
that  nothing  is  done.  What,  then,  would  be  the  con- 
sequence? Tiiere  would  be  a restoratoin  of  the  law 
of  17  J9,  with  all  its  cautious  provisions  and  securities, 
provided  bv  the  wisdom  of  our  ancestors,  which  has 
been  so  trampled  upon  by  the  lare  and  present  admin- 
istrations. By  that  law,  establishing  the  treasury  de- 
partment, the  treasure  of  the  United  States  is  to  be  re- 
ceived, kept,  and  disbursed  by  the  treasurer,  under  a 
bond  with  ample  security,  under  a large  penalty  fixed 
by  law,  and  not  left,  as  this  bill  leaves  it,  to  the  uncer- 
tain discretion  of  a secretary  of  the  treasury.  If,  there- 
fore, we  were  to  do  nothing,  that  law  would  be  revived; 
the  treasurer  would  have  the  custody,  as  he  ought  to 
have,  of  the  public  money,  and  doubtless  he  would 
make  special  deposites  of  it  in  all  instances  with  safe 
and  sound  state  banks,  as  in  some  cases  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  is  now  obliged  to  do  Thus,  we  should 
have  in  operation  that  very  special  deposite  system,  so 
much  desired  by  some  gentlemen,  by  which  the  public 
money  would  remain  separate  and  unmixed  with  the 
money  of  banks.  There  is  yet  another  course,  un- 
embraced  by  either  branch  of  the  alternative  presented 
by  the  senator  from  South  Carolina;  and  that  is  to  es- 
tablish a bank  of  the  United  States,  constituted  accord- 
ing to  the  old  and  approved  method  of  forming  such 
an  institution,  lested  and  sanctioned  by  experience;  a 
bank  of  the  United  States  which  should  blend  public 
and  private  interests,  and  be  subject  to  public  and  pri- 
vate control,  united  together  in  such  manner  as  to  pre- 
sent safe  and  salutary  checks  against  all  abuses.  The 
senator  mis.akes  his  own  abandonment  of  that  institu- 
tion as  ours.  I kno  .v  that  the  party  in  power  has  barri- 
caded itself  against  the  establishment  of  such  a bank, 
It  adopted,  ai  the  last  extra  session,  the  extraordinary 
and  unprecedented  resolution,  that  the  people  of  the 
United  States  should  not  have  such  a bank,  although 
it  might  be  manifest  that  there  was  a clear  majority  of 
them  demanding  it.  But  the  day  may  come,  and  I 
trust  is  not  uistant,  when  the  will  of  the  people  must 
prevail  in  the  councils  of  her  own  government;  and 
when  it  does  arrive  a bank  will  be  established. 

I he  senator  from  South  Carolina  reminds  us  that 
we  denounced  the  pet  bank  system;  and  so  we  did, 
and  so  we  do.  But  docs  it  therefore  follow  that,  bad 
as  that  system  was,  yve  must  be  driven  into  the  accept- 
ance of  a system  infinitely  worse?  He  tells  us  that  the 
bill  under  consideration  takes  the  public  funds  out  of 
the  hands  of  the  executive,  and  places  them  in  the 
hands  of  the  law.  It  does  no  such  thing.  They  are 
now  without  law,  it  is  true,  in  the  eastody  of  the  execu- 
tive; and  the  bill  proposes  by  law  to  confirm  them  in 
that  custody,  and  to  convey  new  and  enormous  powers 
of  control  to  the  executive  over  them.  Every  custo- 
dary  of  the  public  funds  provided  by  the  bill  is  a crea- 
ture of  the  executive,  dependent  upon  his  breath,  and 
subject  to  the  same  breath  for  removal,  whenever  the 
executive,  from  caprice,  from  tyranny,  or  from  party 
mo  ives,  shall  choose  to  order  it.  What  safety  is  there 
for  the  public  money,  if  there  were  a hundred  subordi- 
nate executive  officers  charged  with  its  care,  whilst  the 
doctrine  of  the  absolute  unity  of  the  whole  executive 
powerj  promulgated  by  the  last  administration,  and 
persisted  in  by  this,  remains  unrevoked  and  unre- 
buked? 

Whilst  the  senator  from  South  Carolina  professes  to 
be  the  friend  of  state  banks,  he  has  attacked  the  whole 
banking  system  of  the  United  States.  He  is  their 
friend;  he  only  thinks  they  are  all  unconstitutional! 
Why?  Because  the  coining  power  is  possessed  by  the 


general  government,  and  that  coining  power,  he  argues, 
was  intended  to  supply  a currency  of  the  precious 
metals;  but  the  state  batiks  absorb  the  precious  metals, 
and  withdrew  them  from  circulation,  and,  therefore, 
are  in  conflict  with  the  coining  power.  That  power, 
according  to  my  view  of  it,  is  nothing  but  a naked  au- 
thority to  stamp  certain  pieces  of  the  precious  etals.  in 
fixed  proportions  of  alloy  and  pure  metal  pres  ibed  by- 
law, so  that  their  exact  value  be  known.  When  that 
office  is  performed,  the  power  is  functus  oJKciu ; the 
money  passes  out  of  the  mint,  and  becomes  the  lawful 
property  of  those  who  legally  acquire  it.  They  may  do 
with  it  as  they  please,  throw  it  into  the  ocean,  bury  it 
in  the  earth,  or  melt  it  in  a crucible,  without  violating 
any  law.  When  it  has  once  left  the  vaults  of  the  mint, 
the  law  maker  has  nothing  to  do  with  it,  but  to  protect 
it  against  those  who  attempt  to  debase  or  counterfeit, 
and,  subsequently,  to  pass  it  as  lawful  money.  In  the 
sense  in  which  the  senator  supposes  banks  to  conflict 
with  the  coining  power,  foreign  commerce,  and  espe- 
cially our  commerce  with  China,  conflicts  with  it  much 
more  extensively.  That  is  the  great  absorbent  of  the 
precious  metals,  and  is  therefore  much  more  uncons'itu- 
tional  than  the  state  banks.  Foreign  commerce  sends 
them  out  of  the  country;  banks  retain  them  within  it. 
The  distinguished  senator  is  no  enemy  to  the  banks; 
he  merely  thinks  them  injurious  to  the  morals  and  in- 
dustry of  the  country.  He  likes  them  very  well,  but  lie 
nevertheless  believes  that  they  levy  a tax  of  twenty-five 
millions  annually  on  the  industry  of  the  country!  Let 
us  examine,  Mr.  President,  and  see  how  this  enormous 
and  iniquitous  assessment  is  made,  according  to  the 
argument  of  tlie  senator  from  South  Carolina.  He 
states  that  there  is  a mass  of  debt  due  from  the  com- 
munity to  the  banks,  amounting  to  $475,000,000,  the 
interest  upon  which,  constituting  about  that  sum  ot 
$25,000,000,  forms  the  exceptionable  tax.  Now,  this 
sum  is  not  paid  by  the  whole  community,  but  only  by 
those  individuals  who  obtain  discounts  from  the  banks. 
They  borrow  money  at  six  per  cent,  interest,  and  in- 
vest it  in  profitable  adventures,  or  otherwise  employ  it. 
They  would  not  borrow  it  if  they  did  not  suppose  th  y 
could  make  profit  by  it;  and  the  probability  is  that  they 
do  make  profit  by  it.  Instead,  therefore,  of  there  being 
any  loss  in  the  operation,  there  is  an  actual  gain  to  the 
community,  by  the  excess  of  profit  made  beyond  six 
per  cent,  interest,  which  they  pay.  What  are  banks? 
They  are  mere  organized  agencies  for  the  loan  ol 
money  and  the  transaction  of  monetary  business;  re- 
gulated agencies  acting  under  the  prescriptions  of  law, 
and  subject  to  a responsibility,  moral  and  legal,  far 
transcending  that  under  wdiich  any  private. capitalist 
operates.  A number  of  p<  rsons,  not  choosing  to  lend 
out  their  money  privately,  associate  together,  bring  their 
respective  capitals  into  a common  stock,  which  is 
controlled  and  managed  by  the  corporate  government 
of  a bank.  If  no  association  whatever  had  been  form- 
ed, a large  portion  of  this  capital,  therefore,  of  that  very 
debt  of  $475,0110,000,  would  still  exist,  in  the  shape  of 
private  loans. 

The  senator  from  South  Carolina  might  as  well  col- 
lect the  aggregate  amount  of  all  the  mortgages,  bonds, 
and  notes,  which  have  been  executed  in  the  United 
States  for  loans,  and  assert  that  the  interest  paid  upon 
the  total  sum  constituted  a tax  levied  upon  the  commu- 
nity. 

In  the  liquidation  of  the  debt  due  to  the  banks  from 
the  community,  and  from  banks  to  the  communi- 
ty, there  would  not  be  as  much  difficulty  as  the  senator 
seems  to  apprehend.  From  the  mass  of  debts  due  to 
the  banks  are  to  be  deducted,  first,  the  amount  of  sub- 
scriptions which  constitute  their  capitals;  secondly,  the 
amount  of  deposites  to  the  credit  of  individuals  in  their 
custody;  and  thirdly,  the  amount  of  their  notes  in  cir- 
culation. How  easily  will  these  mutual  debts  neu- 
tralize each  other!  The  same  person,  in  numberless 
instances,  will  combine  in  himself  the  relations  both 
of  or  ditor  and  debtor. 

The  only  general  operation  of  banks  beyond  their 
discounts  and  deposite-',  which  pervades  the  whole 
community,  is  that  of  furnishing  a circulation  in  re- 
deemable paper,  beyond  the  amount  of  specie  to  re 
deem  it  in  their  vaults.  And  can  it  be  doubted  that 
diisaddilional  supply  of  money  furnishes  a powerful  sti- 
mulus to  industry  and  production,  fully  compensating 
any  casual  inconvenience,  which  sometimes,  though 
rarely,  occur?  Banks  reduce  the  rate  of  interest,  and 
repress  inordinate  usury.  The  salutary  influence 
of  banking  operations  is  demonstrated  in  countries  and 
sections  ol  country  where  they  prevail,  when  contrast- 
ed with  those  in  which  they  are  not  found.  In  the 
former,  ail  is  hustle,  activity,  general  prosperity.  The 
country  is  beautified  and  adorned  by  the  noble  works 
of  internal  improvements;  the  cities  are  filled  with 
splendid  edifices,  and  the  wharves  covered  with  the 
rich  productions  of  our  own  and  of  foreign  climates. 
In  the  latter,  all  is  sluggishness,  slothfulness,  and  in- 
activity. England,  in  modern  times,  illustrates  the 
great  advantages  of  banks,  of  credit,  and  of  stimulated 
industry.  Contrast  her  with  Spain,  destitute  of  all 
those  advantages.  In  ancient  times,  Athens  would 
present  an  image  of  full  and  active  employment  of  ah 
the  energies  of  man,  carried  to  ihe  highest  point  o 
civilization,  whilst  her  neighbor,  Sparta,  with  her  iron 
money,  affords  another  of  the  boastpd  benefits  of  metal- 
lic circulation. 

The  senator  from  South  Carolina  would  do  the 
hanks  no  harm;  but  they  are  deemed  hy  him  highly  in- 
jurious to  the  planting  interest!  According  to  him,  they 
inflate  prices,  and  the  poor  planter  sells  his  productions 
for  hard  money,  and  has  to  purchase  his  supplies  at  the 


swoln  prices  produced  by  a paper  medium.  Now,  I 
must  dissent  altogether  from  the  senator’s  statement  of 
the  case.  England,  the  principal  customer  of  the 
planter,  is  quite  as  much,  if  not  more,  a paper  country 
than  ours.  And  the  paper-money  prices  of  the  one 
country  are  neutralized  by  the  paper-money  prices  of 
the  other  country.  If  the  argument  were  true,  that  a 
paper-money  country  trades  disadvantageous^  with  a 
hard-money  country,  we  ought  to  continue  to  employ 
a paper  medium,  to  counterbalance  the  paper  medium 
ot  England.  And  if  we  were  to  banish  our  paper, 
and  substitute  altogether  a metallic  currency,  we  should, 
he  exposed  to  the  very  inequality  which  has  been  in- 
sisted upon.  But  there  is  nothing  in  that  view  of  the 
matter  which  is  presented  by  the  senator  from  South 
Carolina.  If  as  ne  asserts,  prices  were  always  inflated 
in  this  country  beyond  their  standard  in  England,  the 
rate  of  exchange  would  be  constantly  against  us.  An 
examination,  however,  into  the  actual  state  of  exchange 
between  the  two  countries,  for  a long  series  of  years, 
evinces  that  it  has  generally  been  in  our  favor.  In  the 
direct  trade  between  England  and  this  country,  1 have 
no  doubt,  there  is  a large  annual  balance  against  us; 
but  that  balance  is  adjusted  and  liquidated  by  balances 
in  our  favor  in  oilier  branches  of  our  foreign  trade, 
which  have  been  finally  concentrated  in  England,  as 
the  great  centre  of  the  commercial  world. 

Of  all  the  interests  and  branches  of  industry  in  this 
country,  none  has  profited  more  by  the  use  and  em- 
ployment of  credit  and  capital  derived  from  the  banks 
and  other  sources,  than  the  planting  interest.  It  habi- 
tually employs  credit  in  all  countries  where  planting 
agriculture  prevails.  The  states  of  Alabama,  Missis- 
sippi, Arkansas,  and  Louisiana,  have  almost  sprung 
into  existence,  as  it  were,  by  magic,  or,  at  least,  have 
been  vastly  improved  and  extended,  under  the  influ- 
ence of  the  credit  system.  Lands,  slaves,  utensils, 
beasts  of  burden,  and  other  supplies,  have  been  con- 
stantly bought,  and  still  continue  io  be  purchased,  upon, 
credit;  and  bank  agency  is  all-essential  to  give  the 
most  beneficial  operation  to  these  credits.  But  the  ar- 
gument of  the  senator  from  South  Carolina,  which  I 
am  combating,  would  not  be  correct,  if  it  were  true 
that  we  have  inflated  prices  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,, 
witiiout  a corresponding  inflation  of  price  on  the  other 
side;  because  the  planter  generally  selling  at  home, 
and  buying  at  home,  the  proceeds  of  his  stile,  whatever 
i hey  may  be,  constitute  the  means  by  which  he  effects 
his  purchases,  and  consequently  neutralizes  each  other. 
In  what  do  we  of  the  west  receive  payment  for  the 
mmense  quantity  of  live  stock  and  other  produce  of 
our  industry,  which  we  annually  sell  to  the  south  and 
southwest,  but  that  paper  medium  now  so  much  de- 
cried and  denounced?  The  senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina is  very  fond  of  tke  state  banks;  but  he  thinks  there 
is  no  legitimate  currency  except  that  of  the  constitution. 
He  c intends  that  the  power  which  the  government 
possesses  to  impose  taxes  restricts  it,  in  their  payment, 
to  the  receipt  of  the  precious  metals.  But  the 'consti- 
tution does  not  say  so.  The  power  is  given  in  broad 
and  unrestricted  terms;  and  the  government  is  left  at 
liberty  to  collect  the  taxes  in  whatever  medium  or  com- 
modity, from  the  exigencies  of  the  case,  it  can  collect 

them.  It  is,  doubtless,  natch  the  most  convenient  to 
collect  them  in  money,  because  that  represents,  or  can 
command,  every  thing,  the  want  of  which  is  implied 
by  the  power  of  taxation.  But  suppose  there  was  no 
money  in  the  country,  none  whatever,  to  he  extorted 
by  the  tax-gatherer  from  an  impoverished  people?  Is 
the  power  of  government  to  cease,  and  the  people  to  be 
thrown  back  into  a stale  of  nature?  The  senator  asks 
if  taxes  could  be  levied  and  collected  in  tobacco,  in 
cotton,  and  other  commodities?  Undoubtedly  they 
could,  if  the  necessity  existed  for  such  an  inconvenient 
imposition.  Such  a case  of  necessity  did  exist  in  the 
colony  of  Virginia,  and  other  colonies,  prior  to  the  re- 
volution, and  taxes  were  accordingly  levied  in  tobacco 
or  other  commodities,  as  wolf-scalps,  even  at  this  day, 
compose  a part  of  the  revenue  of  more  than  one  state. 

The  argument,  then,  of  the  senator  against  the  right 
of  the  government  to  receive  bank  notes  in  payment  of 
public  dues,  a practice  coeval  with  the  existence  of  the 
government,  does  not  seem  to  me  to  be  sound.  It  is 
not  accurate,  for  another  reason.  Bank  notes,  when 
convertible  at  the  will  of  the  holder  into  specie,  are  so 
much  counted  or  told  specie,  like  the  specie  which  is 
counted  and  put  in  marked  kegs,  denoting  the  quan- 
tity of  their  contents.  The  senator  tells  us  that  it  has 
been  only  within  a few  days  that  he  has  discovered  that 
it  is  illegal  to  receive  bank  notes  in  payment  of  public 
dues.  Does  be  think  that  the  usage  of  the  government 
under  all  its  administrations,  and  with  every  party  in 
power,  which  has  prevailed  for  nigh  fifty  years,  ought 
to  be  set  aside  by  a novel  theory  of  his,  just  dreamed 
into  existence,  even  if  it  possess  the  merit  of  ingenuity? 
The  bill  under  consideration,  which  has  been  eulogized 
by  the  senator  as  perfect  in  its  structure  and  details, 
contains  a provision  that  bank  notes  shall  be  received 
in  diminished  proportions,  during  a term  of  six  years. 
He  himself  inlroduced  the  identical  principle.  It  is  the 
only  part  of  the  bill  that  is  emphatically  his.  How, 

then,  can  he  contend  that  it  is  unconstitutional  to  re- 
ceive bank  notes  in  payment  of  public  dues?  I appeal, 
from  himself  to  himself.  The  senator  further  con- 
tends, that  general  deposites  cannot  be  made  vvitfii 
banks,  and  be  thus  confounded  with  the  general  rnaas 
of  the  funds  on  which  they  transact  business.  The 
argument  supposes  that  the  money  collected  for  taxes 
must  be  preserved  in  identity;  but  that  is  impossible,, 
often,  to  do.  May  not  a collector  give  the  small  change- 
which  he  has  received  from  one  tax-payer  to  another- 
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tax-payer  to  enable  him  to  effect  his  payment?  May 
he  not  change  gold  for  silver,  or  vice  versa,  or  both,  if  he 
be  a distant  collector,  to  obtain  an  undoubted  remit- 
tance to  the  public  treasury?  What,  Mr.  President,  is 
the  process  of  making  deposites  with  banks?  The  de- 
posite  is  made,  and  a credit  is  entered  for  its  amount  to 
the  government.  That  credit  is  supposed  to  be  the 
exact  equivalent  of  the  amount  deposited,  ready  and 
forthcoming  to  the  government  whenever  jt  is  wanted 
for  the  purposes  of  disbursement.  It  is  immaterial  to 
the  government  whether  it  receives  back  again  the 
identical  money  put  in,  or  other  money  of  equal  value. 
All  that  it  wants  is  what  it  put  in  the  bank,  or  its  equiv- 
alent; and  that,  in  ordinary  times,  with  such  prudent 
banks  as  alone  ought  to  be  selected,  it  is  sure  of  getting. 
Again:  the  treasury  has  frequently  tomake  remittances 
to  foreign  countries,  to  meet  the  expenditure  necessary 
there  for  our  naval  squadrons,  and  other  purposes. 
They  are  made  to  the  bankers,  to  the  Barings  or  the 
Rothschilds,  in  the  form  of  bills  of  exchange  purchased 
in  the  market  by  the  agents  of  the  government  here, 
with  money  drawn  out  of  the  treasury.  Here  is  one 
conversion  of  the  money  received  from  the  tax-gatherer 
into  the  treasury.  The  bills  are  transmitted  to  the  bank- 
ers, honored,  paid,  and  the  amount  credited  by  them  to 
the  United  States.  Are  the  bankers  bound  to  retain 
the  proceeds  ot  the  bills  in  identity?  Are  they  bound 
to  do  more  than  credit  the  government  for  an  equal 
amount,  for  which  they  stand  responsible  whenever  it 
is  wanted?  If  they  should  happen  to  use  any  portion 
of  those  very  proceeds  of  bills  remitted  to  them  in  their 
banking  operations,  would  it  be  drawing  money  from 
the  treasury,  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  the  constitu- 
tion? 

The  senator  from  South  Carolina  contends  that  there 
is  no  constitutional  power  to  contract  with  the  twenty- 
five  selected  banks,  as'proposed  in  the  substitute;  yet 
the  dcposite  act  of  1836,  which  obtained  the  hearty  ap- 
probation of  that  senator,  contained  a similar  provision; 
and  the  very  bill  under  consideration,  so  warmly  sup- 
ported by  him,  provides,  under  certain  contingencies, 
for  contracts  to  be  made  with  state  banks,  to  receive  de- 
posifes  of  the  public  money  upon  compensation.  He 
objects  to  the  substitute,  that  it  converts  twenty-five 
state  banks  into  a system  of  federal  institutions;  but 
the  emplovment  of  state  institutions  by  the  federal  au- 
thority no  n ’ore  makes  them  federal,  than  the  employ- 
ment of  federal  institutions  by  the  states  converts  them 
ir '3  iS(£t(S  institutions.  This  mutual  aid,  and  this  re- 
ciprocal ©usploym  °-nt  of  the  several  institutions  of  the 
general  aijd  particular  governments,  is  one  of  the  re- 
sults and  feeiuties  of  our  admirable  though  complex 
system  of  government.  The  general  government  has 
the  use  ©f  the  espital.  co  art-houses,  prisons,  and  peni- 
tentiaries, in  tire  several  Utates.  Do  they,  therefore, 
cease  to  appertain  Jo  the  states?  It  is  to  be  borne  in 
mind  that,  although  tire  state  .hanks  may  occasionally 
be  used  by  the  federal  authority,  their  legal  responsi- 
bility to  the  several  states  remains  unimpaired.  They 
continue  to  he  aecountahie  to  them,  npd  their  existence 
can  only  be  terminated  or  prolonged  by  the  state  au- 
thority, And  being  governed,  as  they  a ' c,  by  corporate 
authority  emanating  from,  and  amenable  to,  state  ju- 
risdiction, and  not  under  the  control  of  the  executive 
of  the  United  States,  constitutes  at  once  a greater  se- 
curity for  tire  public  money,  and  more  safety  to  t he  pub- 
lic liberty,  It  has  been  argued  that  & separation  of  the 
government  from  the  banks  will  diminish  the  execu- 
tive power.  It  must  be  admitted  that  the  custody  of 
the  public  money  in  various  banks,  subject  to  the  con- 
trol of  state  authority,  furnishes  some  check  upon  the 
possible  abuses  of  the  executive  government.  But  the 
argument  maintains  that  the  executive  lias  least  power 
when  it  has  most  complete  possession  of  the  public 
treasury!  The  senator  from  South  Carolina  contends 
that  the  separation  in  question  being  once  effected,  the 
relation  of  the  federal  government  and  the  slate  banks 
will  he  antagonistieal.  I believe  so  Mr.  President. 
This  is  the  very  thing  I wish  to  prevent,  I want  them 
to  live  in  peace,  harmony,  and  friendship.  If  they  are 
antagonists,  how  is  it  possible  that  the  state  banks 
can  maintain  their  existence  against  the  tremendous  in- 
fluence of  this  government?  Especially,  if  this  govern- 
ment should  be  backed  by  such  a vast  treasury  bank 
as'  I verily  believe  this  bill  is  intended  to  create?  And 
tv'  nat  becomes  of  the  argument  urged  by  the  senator 
fh  >m  South  Carolina,  and  the  abolition  resolutions  of- 
fe.  -ed  by  him  at  an  early  period  of  the  session,  asserting 
th;  it  the  general  government  is  bound  to  protect  the  do- 
rm istic  institutions  of  the  several  states? 

The  substitute  is  not,  I think,  what  the  welfare  of  the 
co  untry  requires,  It  may  serve  the  purpose  of  a good 
ha  ]{'-way  house.  Its  accommodations  appear  fair,  and, 
ivi  th  the  feelings  of  a wearied  traveller,  one  may  be 
tet  npted  to  stop  awhile  and  refresh  himself  there.  I 
sh  all  vote  for  it  as  an  amendment  to  the  bill,  because  I 
be  lieve  it  the  least  of  two  evils,  if  it  should,  indeed,  in- 
Hi<  :t  any  evil;  or  rather,  because  I feel  myself  in  the  po- 
siti  on  of  a patient  to  whom  the  physician  presents  in 
om  *i  hand  a cup  of  arsenic,  and  in  the  other  a cup  of 
pti  san:  I reject  the  first,  because  of  the  instant  death 
wi  th  which  it  is  charged;  I take  the  latter,  as  being,  at 
the  t most,  harmless,  and  depend  upon  the  vis  medicutrix 
na . 'ura.  It  would  have  been  a great  improvement,  in 
m\  'opinion,  if  the  mode  of  bringing  about  the  resump- 
tio  n of  speoie  payments,  contained  in  the  substitute, 
wi  to  reversed;  that  is  to  say,  if,  instead  of  fixing  on 
the  1st  of  July  for  resumption,  it  had  provided  that  the 
not  es  of  a certain  number  of  safe,  sound,  and  unques- 
tion able  hanks  to  be  selected,  should  be  forthwith  re- 
cen  'fid,  by  the  general  government,  in  payment  of  all 


public  dues;  and  that  if  the  selected  banks  did  not  re- 
sume, by  a future  designated  day,  their  notes  should 
cease  to  be  taken.  Several  immediate  effects  would 
follow:  1st.  The  government  would  withdraw  from  the 
market  as  a competitor  with  the  banks  for  specie,  and 
they  would  be  left  undisturbed  to  strengthen  themselves. 
And,  2Jly,  confidence  would  be  restored  by  taking  off 
the  discredit  and  discountenance  thrown  upon  all 
banks  by  the  government.  And  why  should  these 
notes  not  be  so  received?  They  are  as  good  as  treasury 
notes,  if  not  better.  They  answer  all  the  purposes  of 
the  state  governments  and  the  people.  They  now 
would  buy  as  much  as  specie  could  have  commanded 
at  the  period  of  suspension.  They  could  be  disbursed 
by  the  government.  And,  finally,  the  measure  would 
be  temporary. 

But  the  True  and  only  efficacious  and  permanent 
remedy,  I solemny  believe,  is  to  be  found  in  a bank  of 
the  United  States,  properly  organized  and  constituted. 
We  are  told  that  such  a bank  is  frought.  with  indescri- 
bable danger;  and  that  the  government  must,  in  the 
sequel,  get  possession  of  the  bank,  or  the  bank  of  the 
government.  I oppose  to  these  imaginary  terrors  the 
practical  experience  of  forty  years.  I oppose  to  them 
the  issue  of  the  memorable  contest,  commenced  by  the 
late  president  of  the  United  States,  against  the  late 
Bank  of  the  United  States.  The  administration  of  that 
bank  had  been  without  serious  fault.  It  had  given  no 
just  offence  to  the  government,  towards  which  it  had 
faithfully  performed  every  financial  duty.  Under  its 
able  and  enlightened  president,  it  had  fulfilled  every 
anticipation  which  had  been  formed  by  those  who  cre- 
ated it;  president  Jackson  pronounced  the  edict  that  it 
must  fall,  and  it  did  fall,  against  the  wishes  of  an  im- 
mense majority  of  the  people  of  the  United  States; 
against  the  convictions  of  its  utility  entertained  by  a 
large  majority  of  the  states;  and  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
best  interests  of  the  whole  country.  If  an  innocent, 
unoffending,  and  highly  beneficial  institution  could  be 
thus  easily  destroyed  by  the  power  of  one  man,  where 
would  be  the  difficulty  of  crushing  it,  if  it  had  given  any 
real  cause  for  just  animadversion?  Finally,  I oppose  to 
these  imaginary  terrors  the  example  deducible  from 
English  history.  There  a bank  has  existed  since  the 
year  1694,  and  neither  has  the  bank  got  possesssion  of 
the  government,  nor  the  government  of  the  bank. 
They  have  existed  in  harmony  together,  both  conduc- 
ing to  the  prosperity  of  that  great  country;  and  they 
have  so  existed,  and  so  contributed,  because  each  has 
avoided  cherishing  towards  the  other  that  wanton  and 
unnecessary  spirit  of  hostility  which  was  unfortunately 
engendered  in  the  bosom  of  the  late  president  of  the 
United  States. 

I am  admonished,  sir,  by  my  exhausted  strength, 
and  by,  I fear  your  more  exhausted  patience,  to  hasten 
to  a close.  Mr.  President,  a great,  novel,  and  untried 
measure  is  perseveringly  urged  upon  the  acceptance  o 
congress.  That  it ia  pregnant  with  tremendous  conse- 
quences, for  goodorevil,  is  undeniable,  and  admitted  by 
all.  We  firmly  believe  that  it  will  be  fatal  to  the  best 
interests  of  this  country,  and  ultimately  subversive  of 
its  liberties.  You,  who  have  been  greatly  disappointed 
in  other  measures  of  equal  promise,  can  only  hope,  in 
the  doubtful  and  uncertain  future,  that  its  operation 
may  prove  salutary.  Since  it  was  first  proposed  at  the 
extra  session,  the  whole  people  have  not  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  passing  in  judgment  upon  it  at  their  elections. 
As  far  as  thev  have,  they  have  expressed  their  unquali- 
fied disapprobation.  From  Maine  to  the  State  of  Mis- 
sissippi, its  condemnation  has  been  loudly  thundered 
forth.  In  every  intervening  election,  the  administra- 
tion has  been  defeated,  or  its  former  majorities  neutrali- 
zed. Maine  has  spoken;  New  York,  Pennsylvania, 
Maryland,  Ohio,  Rhode  Island,  Mississippi,  and  Mich- 
igan, ail  these  states,  in  tones  and  terms  not  to  be  mis- 
understood, have  denounced  the  measure  The  key- 
stone state  (God  bless  her)  has  twice  proclaimed  her  re- 
jection of  it;  once  at  the  polls,  and  once  through  her  legis- 
lature. Friends  and  foes  of  the  administration  have 
united  in  condemning  it.  And,  at  the  very  moment 
when  I am  addressing  you,  a large  meeting  of  the  late 
supporters  of  the  administration,  headed  by  the  distin- 
guished gentleman  who  presided  in  the  electoral  col- 
lege which  gave  the  vote  of  that  patriotic  state  to  presi- 
dent Van  Buren,  are  assembling  in  Philadelphia,  to 
protest  solemnly  against  the  passage  of  this  hilt.  Is  it 
right  that,  under  such  circumstances,  it  should  be  forced 
upon  a reluctant  hut  free  and  intelligent  people?  Is  it 
right  that  this  senate,  constituted  as  it  now  is,  should 
give  its  sanction  to  the  measure?  1 say  it  iu  no  disre- 
spectful or  taunting  sense,  but  we  are  entitled,  according 
to  the  latest  expressions  of  the  popular  will,  and  in  vir- 
tue of  manifestations  of  opinion  deliberately  expressed 
by  state  legislatures,  to  a vote  of  thirty-five  against  the 
bill;  and  I am  ready  to  enter,  with  any  senator  friend- 
ly to  the  administration,  into  details  to  prove  the  asser- 
tion. Will  the  sena'e,  then,  bring  upon  itself  the  odi- 
um of  passing  this  bill?  I implore  it  to  forbear,  forbear, 
forbear ! J appeal  to  the  instructed  senators.  Is  this 
government  made  for  us,  or  for  the  people  and  the  stages, 
whose  agents  we  are?  Are  we  not  bound  so  to  admin- 
ister it  as  to  advance  their  welfare,  promote  their  pros- 
perity, and  give  general  satisfaction;  Will  that  sacred 
trust  be  fulfilled,  if  the  known  sentiments  of  large  and 
respectable  communities  are  despised  and  contemned 
by  those  whom  they  have  sent  here?  I call  upon  the 
honorable  senator  from  Alabama,  (Mr.  King,)  with 
whom  I have  so  long  stood  in  the  public  councils,  shoul- 
der to  shoulder,  bearing  up  the  honor  and  the  glory  of 
this  great  people,  to  come  now  to  their  rescue.  I call 
upon  all  the  senators ; let  us  bury,  deep  and  forever, 


the  character  of  the  partisan,  rise  up  patriots  and  states- 
men, break  the  vile  chains  of  par  y,  throw  the  frag- 
ments to  the  winds,  and  feel  the  proud  satisfaction  that 
we  have  made  but  a small  sacrifice  to  the  paramount 
obligations  which  we  owe  our  common  country. 

TWENTY-FIFTH  CONGRESS. 

SECOND  SESSION SENATE. 

March  22.  Altera  number  ol  petitions  had  been 
presented,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Davis,  the  committee 
on  commerce  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  importing  one  or  more  models  of  im- 
proved light-house  radiators;  and  also  to  inquire 
whether  a better  system  for  light  houses  in  this 
country  might  not  be  devised. 

Mr.  Tip  to  a,  from  the  committee  on  military  af- 
fairs, reported  without  amendment  the  joint  reso- 
lution referred  to  them,  directing  the  expenditure 
of  an  appropriation  heretofore  made  for  the  remo- 
val of  the  United  States  troops  from  Fort  Gibson. 
This  bill,  by  consent,  was  taken  up  and  considered. 

Mr.  Grundy  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  jnseit- 
ing  the  word  near,  so  as  to  require  the  site  of  the 
new  fort  to  be  at  or  near  old  Fort  Smith. 

This  amendment  was  discussed  by  Messrs. 
Grundy.  Tipton,  King,  Sevier,  Fulton,  and  Preston, 
on  the  ground  that  the  site  of  Fort  Smith  was  the 
only  proper  one,  and  that  the  sum  of  $'15,000,  re- 
quired for  that  site,  was  not  a sufficient  considera- 
tion for  choosing  a worse  one. 

The  amendment  was  adopted — ayes  24,  noes  not 
counted — and  the  bill,  so  amended,  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Walker,  the  bill  authorizing  a 
township  in  Mississippi  to  change  the  16th  section 
for  better  land,  for  the  use  of  schools,  was  taken  up, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  sub- 
treasury bill. 

Mr.  Calhoun  spoke  more  than  two  hours  in  reply 
to  Mr.  Webster. 

Mr.  Webster  spoke  an  hour  and  a half  in  rejoin- 
der. 

Mr.  Calhoun  spoke  a short  time,  chiefly  in  ex- 
planation of  some  of  the  acts  and  opinions  of  his 
public  life. 

Mr.  Clay,  in  reply  to  an  insinuation  by  Mr  Cal- 
houn, of  concert  between  him  and  Mr.  Webster,  in 
relation  to  Mr.  Calhoun,  denied  that  there  was  any 
ground  whatever  for  such  a charge.  There  had 
been  neither  counsel  nor  concert  between  them  on 
the  subject. 

Mr.  Wall  obtaining  the  floor,  the  senate  adjourn- 
ed after  a short  executive  session. 

March  23.  After  the  presentation  of  a number  of 
petitions,  the  bill  (o  reslore  circuit  jurisdiction  to 
the  district  court  of  the  western  district  of  Virginia, 
was  taken  up,  discussed  by  Messrs.  Grundy,  White 
and  Roane,  and,  after  being  amended,  ordered  to  a 
third  reading.  [Passed  next  day  and  sent  to  the 
house.] 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heiis  of  Joseph 
Leiber,  and  the  joint  resolution  to  direct  the  expen- 
diture of  an  appropriation  heretofore  made  for  the 
removal  of  the  United  States  troops  from  Foit  Gib- 
son, were  severally  read  a third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  improvement  of  the  Wabash  ri- 
ver. was  taken  up,  and  gave  rise  to  a discussion — 
during  which  Messrs.  King  and  Hubbard  opposed 
it,  and  Mr.  Tipton  advocated  it.  It  was  then  infor- 
mally laid  on  the  table  for  the  present. 

Tlie  senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
sub-treasury  bill,  when 

Mr.  Wull  rose,  and  spoke  five  hours  in  favor  of 
the  bill,  and  especially  in  vindication  of  his  course 
in  opposition  to  the  resolutions  lately  sent  to  con- 
gress by  the  legislature  of  New  Jersey. 

Mr.  Wright,  (rising  at  the  same  time  with  Mr. 
Hubbard,)  said  he  should  ask  and  urge  that  the 
question  on  this  bill  should  be  decided  to-morrow; 
and,  on  his  motion. 

The  senate  adjourned. 

March  24.  After  the  transaction  of  some  busi- 
ness of  minor  importance,  the  senate  resumed  the 
consideration  of  the  sub-treasury  bill. 

Mr.  Southard  and  Mr.  Wall  successively  ad- 
dressed the  senate,  chiefly  on  subjects  respecting 
their  relations  to  parties  and  to  the  state  which  they 
represent. 

Mr.  White  then  spoke  until  near  six  in  opposition 
to  the  bill,  as  unconstitutional,  and  as  injurious  and 
dangprous  in  it  effects. 

Mr.  King  moved  to  amend  the  23d  section  of  the 
bill,  (gradually  prohibiting  the  government  from 
receiving  bank  notes  at  all.)  by  placing  the  begin- 
ning of  this  gradual  process  in  1839,  instead  of 
1838,  simply  delaying  the  process  one  year. 

This  amendment  was  carried  by  the  following 
vote; 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Brown,  Buchanan,  Calhoun, 
Clay,  of  Alabama,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton, 
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Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  King,  Knight, 
Linn,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  McKean,  Merrick,  Mouton, 
Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Prentiss,  Preston, 
Roane,  Robbins,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Sevier, 
Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Strange,  Swift,  Talt- 
madge,  Tipton,  Trotter,  Walker,  Wall,  White,  Wil- 
liams, Wright,  Young — 12 
NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Critten- 
den, Davis,  Morris,  Smith,  of  Conn.,  Spence,  Web- 
ster— 9. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  Mr.  Cuthbert's 
motion  to  strike  out  this  23d  section  altogether,  it 
was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Buchanan,  Clay,  of 
Kentucky,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Davis, 
Fulton,  Grundy,  Knight,  McKean,  Merrick,  Mor- 
ris, Nicholas,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Ri/es,  Robbins, 
j Robinson,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Indiana, 

I Southard,  Spence,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Wall, 

! Webster,  White,  Williams — 31. 

NAYS — Messrs. Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Calhoun, 
j Clay,  of  Alabama,  Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lump 
] kin,  Lyon,  Mouton,  Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Roane, 

1 Smith  of  Conn.,  Strange,  Trotter,  Walker,  Wright, 
Young — 21. 

Mr.  Tipton  moved  to  insert  a clause,  containing 
a positive  requisition  that  the  government  shall  re- 
ceive in  all  public  dues  the  notes  of  specie  paying 
banks.  [This  amendment  having  a special  refer- 
ence to  the  specie  circular  of  July,  1837,  and  in- 
tending to  repeal  it.] 

An  earnest  discussion  followed  on  this  amend- 
ment, by  Messrs.  Rives  and  Tipton  in  favor  ot  it, 
and  by  Messrs.  Benton,  Sevier,  Roane,  arid  Walker, 
in  opposition. 

The  amendment  was  lost,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay,  of  Kentucky, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Knight,  McKean,  Mer- 
rick, Nicholas,  Prentiss,  Rives,  Robbins,  Ruggles, 
Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Spence,  Swift,  Tall- 
madge, Tipton,  Webster,  White — 22. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchan- 
an, Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton, 
Grundy,  Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Lyon, 
Morris,  Mouton,  Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Roane, 
Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Strange, 
Trotter,  Walker,  Wall,  Williams,  Wright,  Young, 
— 30. 

Mr.  Webster,  having  made  a few  introductory' 
remarks,  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  a requisition 
that  no  distinction  should  be  made  or  exist  hereaf- 
ter between  the  diii'erent  branches  of  the  revenue, 
a3  to  the  money  or  medium  in  which  the  dtbts  or 
dues  of  the  government  should  be  paid  or  dis- 
charged. 

Mr.  Benton  opposed  this  amendment  at  much 
: length,  and  with  great  vehemence. 

Mr.  Webster  modified  his  amendment  so  as  to 
prohibit  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  from  issuing 
anyr  general  order  [as  the  specie  circular]  making 
any  discrimination  as  to  the  funds  or  medium  in 
which  debts  to  the  United  States  should  be  paid. 

Messrs.  Calhoun,  Wall  and  Benton,  spoke  against 
tile  amendment  as  modified,  and  Messrs.  Webster, 
Walker  and  King,  in  its  favor. 

Mr.  Benton  moved  to  amend  the  amendment,  by 
requiring  that  there  should  not  be  any  difference 
between  the  times  and  terms  of  credit,  and  of  pay- 
ment for  customs  and  for  public  lands. 

Mr.  Young  oifered  as  a substitute  for  this,  which 
Mr.  Bentoii  accepted,  a proviso  that  all  the  public 
dues  should  be  received  in  cash  or  otherwise,  in  the 
same  medium  and  manner  as  payments  at  the  time 
may  be  required  for  the  public  lands,  (thus  placing 
the  customs  on  the  same  looting  with  the  payments 
for  the  public  lands,  whatever  that  may  be.) 

This  amendment,  after  a brief  debate,  was  lost  as 
follows: 

\EAS — Messrs.  Benton,  Linn,  Morris,  Niles, 
Norvell,  Pierce,  Smith,  ol  Connecticut,  Young — 8. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Brown,  Bu- 
chanan, Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Clay,  of  Ken- 
tucky, Clayton,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Davis,  Ful- 
ton, Grundy,  Hubbard,  King,  Knight,  Lumpkin, 
Lyon,  McKean,  Merrick,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Pren- 
tiss, Preston,  Roane,  Robbins,  Robinson,  Ruggles, 
Sevier,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Spence, 
Strange,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Trotter,  Walk- 
j er.  Wall,  Webster,  White,  Williams,  Wright — 44. 
Tne  question  recurring  on  Mr.  Webster’s  amend- 
ment, forbidding  discrimination  in  the  kind  of  mo- 
ney or  medium  to  be  received  in  paying  govern- 
ment dues,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative  by  the 
following  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Brown,  Buchanan’ 
Clay,  of  Alabama,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton, 
Crittenden,  Davis,  Fulton,  Grundy,  King,  Knight, 
Lyon,  McKean,  Merrick.  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Nor- 
vell, Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Roane,  Robbins, 
Robinson,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Indiana, 


Southard,  Spence,  Swift.  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Trot- 
ter, Walker,  Webster,  White,  Young — 37. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Calhoun,  Cuth- 
bert, Hubbard, ' Linn,  Lumpkin,  Morris,  Niles, 
Pierce,  Smith,  of  Conn.,  Strange,  Wall,  Wright — 
14. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  at  some  length,  assigned  his  reasons 
why  he  should  now  vote  against  the  bill. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  A lien,  Benton,  Brown,  Clay,  of 
Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  King,  Linn, 
Lumpkin.  Lyon,  Morris,  Mouton,  Niles,  Norvell, 
Pierce,  Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Con- 
necticut, Strange,  Trotter,  Walker,  Wall,  Williams, 
Wright,  Young — 27. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Buchanan,  Calhoun, 
Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis. 
Grundy,  Knight,  McKean,  Merrick,  Nicholas, 
Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Robbins,  Ruggles,  Smith, 
of  Indiana,  Southard,  Spence,  Swift,  Tallmadge, 
Tipton,  Webster,  White — 25. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morris,  the  bill  as  amended, 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  senate  then  adjourned  after  9 o’clock. 

March  26.  After  several  petitions.  &c.  had  been 
presented, 

Mr.  Southard,  presented  a memorial,  addressed  to 
congress  and  signed  by  the  deputation  of  the  Che- 
rokee Indians  now  in  Washington,  making  repre-  ■ 
senlations  and  complaints  in  regard  to  their  situa- 
tion under  the  late  alleged  treaty,  and  praying 
congress  in  some  mode  to  interfere  for  their  relief. 

Also,  a memorial  against  the  enforcement  of  the 
treaty,  directly  from  the  Cherokee  nation,  with  the 
signatures  of  15,665  persons  of  that  nation. 

Mr.  S.  moved  that  these  memorials  be  printed, 
and  referred  to  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs. 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  an  animated  debate  be- 
tween Messrs.  Lumpkin.  Clap,  of  Ala.  Southard, 
King,  Grundy,  and  White.  Finally  the  whole  sub- 
ject was  laid  on  the  table  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Clay,  of  Ala. — yeas  37,  nays  It). 

[We  will  publish  the  debate  on  this  subject, 
which  was  highly  interesting,  hereafter.] 

The  sub-treasury  bill  having  been  taken  up  and 
read  a third  time, 

Mr.  McKean  said  he  thought  it  his  duty,  and  he 
therefore  renewed  the  motion  to  postpone  this 
hill  to  the  first  Monday  in  December  next,  on  which 
question  he  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  ordered,  and  the  motion  was  negatived,  as 
follows. 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Buchanan,  Clay,  of 
Kentucky,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Grundy, 
Knight,  McKean,  Merrick,  Prentiss,  Preston, 
Rives,  Robbins,  Ruggles,  Smith,  of  Ind.,  Southard, 
Spence,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Webster, 
White— 23. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  of  Ala.  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Hubbard, 
King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Morris,  Mouton. 
Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Roane,  Robinson, 
Sevier.  Smith,  of  Conn.,  Strange,  Trotter,  Wal- 
ker, Wall,  Williams,  Wright,  Young-  29. 

The  bill  was  then  passed  (the  yeas  and  nays 
having  been  ordered  on  the  call  of  Mr.  Norvell)  by 
the  following  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Clay,  of 
Alabama,  Cuthbeif,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  King,  Linn, 
Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Morriss,  Mouton,  Niles,  Norvell, 
Pierce,  Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Con- 
necticut, Strange,  Trotter,  Walker,  Wall,  Williams, 
Wright,  Young — 27. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Buchanan,  Calhoun, 
Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis, 
Grundy,  Knight,  McKean,  Merrick,  Nicholas  Pren- 
tiss, Preston,  Rives,  Robbins,  Ruggles,  Smith,  of 
Indiana,  Southard,  Spence,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tip- 
ton,  Webster,  White — 25. 

The  bill  was  then  sent  down  to  the  other  house 
for  concurrence. 

[For  the  bill  as  it  passed  the  seriate,  see  page  66.] 

The  bills  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Davis,  and  of 
Obed  P.  Lacy,  were  severally  read  a third  time  and 
passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bayard,  the  47th  rule  of  the 
senate,  with  the  resolution  of  M r.  Tipton  for  printing 
it,  was,  alter  a short  conversation,  referred  to  a se- 
lect committee  of  five,  to  be  appointed  by  the  chair 
for  the  purpose  ol  revising  the  rule  itself,  and  mak- 
ing a new  determination  as  to  what  persons  shall 
be  admitted  on  the  floor  of  the  senate. 

A number  of  private  bills  were  read  a second 
time,  when  the  senate,  after  a short  executive  ses 
sion,  adjourned. 

March  27.  The  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  the  United 
States  lor  1838  was  received  from  the  house,  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  finance. 


The  following,  among  other  petitions,  &c.  were 
presented. 

By  Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky:  A small  bill,  vul- 
garly called  a shin-plaster,  from  citizens  of  Hamp- 
shire county,  in  Virginia,  in  confirmation  of  a 
statement  made  by  them  in  a memorial  formerly 
presented  from  them,  that  such  bills  were  issued  by 
Stockton  and  Stokes,  which  statement  had  been 
denied.  Mr.  Clay  moved  that  this  bill  be  referred 
to  the  same  committee  with  the  above  memorial. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  desired  that  the  senator 
would  not  present  a shin-plaster  to  the  senate;  he 
trusted  that,  on  a moment’s  reflection,  he  would 
withdraw  it. 

Mr.  Clay  said  he  had  obeyed  the  request  of  the 
good  people  who  had  before  sent  a memorial,  one 
alleged  fact  of  which  having  been  denied,  they  had 
now  sent  this  bill  as  a voucher,  to  be  referred  with 
the  petition. 

The  bill  was  read,  on  the  call  of  Mr.  Grundy, 
and  was  understood  to  be  signed  by  W.  L.  Stokes, 
and  countersigned  by  certain  initials. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  he  thought  it  right  to  observe 
(hat  this  was  a distinct  firm  from  that  of  Stockton 
and  Stokes. 

Mr.  Clay  said  the  committee  could  determine 
whether  the  signatures  were  evasive. 

A number  of  bills  were  reported  and  ordered  to 
a second  reading. 

After  some  unimportant  business,  the  chair  pre- 
sented a communication  from  the  treasury  depart- 
ment, with  a supplement  of  the  annual  report  of 
the  commissioner  of  the  general  land  office,  in  re- 
lation to  surveys  and  reservations  of  land.  Re- 
ferred. 

The  following  bills  were  read  a third  time,  and 
passed : 

To  authorize  the  correction  of  certain  errors  in 
the  payment  of  French  indemnities;  for  the  relief 
of  John  H.  Jacobs;  and  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  George  Duvall,  and  others. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tipton,  the  senate  took  up  the 
bill  for  the  continuation  of  the  Cumberland  road 
through  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois. 

The  subject  of  this  bill  was  discussed  by  Mes- 
srs. Norvell,  Tipton,  Strange,  Calhoun,  Smith , 
Indiana,  Morris,  Buchanan,  Smith,  of  Conn.  Robin- 
son, Walker,  Hubbard,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  You.ng, 
Clay,  of  Alabama,  King. 

The  bill  was  opposed  mainly  on  the  groo.nd  of 
the  existing  embarrassments  and  bankruptcy  of  the 
government;  partly  on  that  of  the  want  of  suf- 
ficient information,  and  partly  on  that  of  the 
inequality  and  injustice  of  the  appropriation  which 
it  involved. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hubbard,  the  bill  was  laid  ont 
the  table;  whereupon, 

On  motion  of  Air.  Buchanan,  the  secretary  off 
war  was  directed  to  inform  the  senate  what  por- 
tions of  the  estimate  for  the  construction  ©f  the 
Cumberland  road,  in  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,, 
might  be  dispensed  with  without  injury  totharnad,, 
and  without  violating  existing  contracts. 

The  senate  adjourned,  after  an  execuIiVve  ses-. 
sion. 

March  28.  Among  the  petitions  presented  to- 
day, was  one  by  Mr.  Allen  from  a meeting  in. 
Cleaveland,  Ohio,  praying  congress,  ro.take  mea- 
, sures  of  redress  for  the  outrage  committed  by  the- 
British,  in  the  destruction  of  the  steamboat  Caroline,, 
at  Schlosser.  Referred. 

[Mr.  Buchanan  remarked,  on  tbesubject  of  this, 
memorial,  that  he  had  no  objectiin.to  its.reference;; 
but  he  wished  it  to  be  generally  understood  that 
the  subject  of  the  alleged  oalrage  at  Schlosser, 
was  now  in  a course  of  investigation,  and  the  sub? 
ject  of  correspondence  between  the  executive  au- 
thorities of  the  two  nations,  and  he  believed  justice 
would  be  done.  But  in  any  oase,  while  this  nego- 
tiation should  be  pending,  iit  would  be  improper  foe- 
the  committee  ori  foreign  relations  to  do  any  thing 
upon  it.  But  if  ever  the  time  should  come  when  ifc. 
would  be  necessary  I'm  the  committee  to  act  on  the 
subject,  he  had  no  doubt  they  would  do  their  duty,]: 

Alter  several  private  bills  had  been  reported,  the 
senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Norvell,  took  up  the  reso-> 
lution  formerly  offered  by  him,  instructing  (he  com- 
mittee for  the  District  of  Columbia  to.  enquire  into 
the  expediency  of  authorizing  the  people  of  the 
District  to  send  a delegate  to  the  other  house  of 
congress. 

Mr.  Roane  said  he  was  by  no  means  opposed  to 
the  proposition  for  a delegate;  but  the  subject  bad 
been  agitated  among  the  citizens  of  the  district 
themselves,  and  he  thought  it  would  be  time  enough 
to  act  when  they  should  present  their  petition  on 
the  subject. 

Mr.  Grundy  said  he  thought  the  senate  had  no- 
thing to  do  on  the  subject,  till  they  should  receive 
a proposition  from  the  other  house,  to  whom  the 
delegate  would  be  sent.  The  senate  had  no  right 
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intrude  a delegate  on  the  other  house,  and  should 
act  only  by  virtue  of  application  from  that  body. 

Mr.  Norvell  said  he  believed  the  measure,  would 
have  a salutary  effect  on  the  affairs  of  the  district; 
and  the  chairman  of  the  committee  for  the  district 
in  the  other  house  had  recommended  that  it  should 
be  first  taken  up  in  the  senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Grundy,  the  resolution  was 
laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Davis  offered  a resolution,  which  lies  over  one 
day,  (and  which  Mr.  D.  stated  had  reference  to  the 
subject  of  economy,  much  insisted  on  yesterday  in 
the  case  of  the  Cumberland  road,)  calling  on  the 
secretary  of  war  for  information  as  to  the  number 
of  fortifications  completed,  of  those  commenced  and 
unfinished,  of  those  not  commenced,  but  comtem- 
plated,  to  complete  the  system,  with  other  particu- 
lars respecting  them;  and  whether  in  his  judgment, 
if  a system  of  steam  batteries  should  be  addopted, 
many  such  fortifications  could  either  be  dispensed 
with  or  diminished. 

Also,  inquinngof  the  secretary  of  the  navy  whe- 
ther in  his  judgment  a system  of  defence  by  armed 
steamers  would  not  be  more  efficient  than  any  other, 
and  requiring  from  him  an  estimate  of  the  expense 
of  a system  of  defence  by  armed  steamers. 

The  senate  then  took  up  and  discussed  at  great 
length  the  bill  for  'he  relief  of  William  R.  Taylor, 
involving  the  question  of  the  allowance  of  interest 
on  money  due  from  the  government. 

[The  rule  of  the  senate  on  this  subject  has  been 
to  allow  no  interest  on  any  debt  due  from  the  gov- 
ernment prior  to  the  time  when  the  claim  is  pre- 
sented, nor  even  afterwards,  except  in  cases  of  cul- 
pable refusal  or  neglect  on  the  part  of  government 
authorities  to  pay  or  to  examine  the  claim.  The 
alleged  ground  of  this  rule  is,  that  without  it  the 
public  creditors  might  leave  their  dues  in  the  hands 
of  the  government  for  the  very  purpose  of  secur- 
ing the  money,  and  drawing  interest  upon  it.] 

The  motion  by  Mr.  Hubbard,  from  the  committee, 
to  postpone  the  bill  indefinitely,  wa3  negatived: 
Yeas  10,  nays  21.  [This  vote  was  understood  as 
not  infringing  the  above  rule,  but  as  depending  on 
peculiar  circumstances  and  on  difference  of  opinion 
respecting  them.] 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a third  reading. 

The  senate  concurred  in  the  amendment  of  the 
house  to  the  senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  Michael 
Cassady. 

Several  bills  from  the  house  were  read  twice,  and 
referred. 

The  bill  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  the  act 
allowing  pensions  to  persons  disabled  by  wounds 
received  during  the  revolutionary  war,  '*as  consid- 
ered, and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  fora  third  reading. 

The  senate  adjourned,  after  an  executive  session. 

March  29.  Among  the  petitions,  &c.  were  the 
following: 

By  Mr.  Fulton:  from  the  legislature  of  Arkansas, 
joint  resolutions  urging  the  establishment  of  the 
boundary  line  between  that  slate  and  Texas.  Re- 
ferred. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Linn,  the  committeeon  private 
land  claims  were  instructed  to  inquire  inlo  the  ex- 
pediency of  confirming  the  claim  of  Francis  Le 
Clerc  to  an  island  in  the  Mississippi. 

The  bill  to  give  effect  to  the  8th  article  of  the 
treaty  of  1819  with  Spain  was  considered,  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

The  senate  took  up  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  construction  of  certain  roads  in  Wis- 
consin. 

The  bill  wasdiscussed  at  much  length  by  Messrs. 
Walker,  Norvell,  Linn,  King,  White,  Sevier,  Tip- 
ton  and  Young,  chiefly  on  the  objection  that  com- 
mencing roads  by  congress  had  been  construed  by 
some  into  a virtual  contract  for  their  completion; 
and  on  the  ground,  in  favor  of  the  bill,  that  those 
who  denied  the  right  of  congress  to  construct  roads 
within  the  states  had  heretofore  admitted  the  right 
in  relation  to  the  territories. 

The  bill  was  amended,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lyon, 
by  appropriating  $500  for  the  survey  of  a route  for 
a road  from  Green  Bay  to  the  Mississippi;  and,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  White,  by  providing  that  said  survey 
should  not  be  construed  as  imposing  any  obligation 
on  congress  to  construct  said  road.  Yeas  23,  nays 
17. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  to  re- 
duce and  graduate  the  price  of  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  spoke,  at  some  length,  in 
favor  of  the  bill. 

The  amendment  from  committee  was  read,  pro- 
posing to  strike  out  that  portion  of  the  bill  which 
provided  for  reducing  the  price  of  all  lands  ten 
cents  for  every  four  years  that  they  might  be  in 
market,  till  the  price  should  sink  to  the  minimum 
•of  fifty  cents;  and  to  insert  a substitute  providing 


for  a due  estimate  of  the  various  refuse  lands,  for 
their  classification  according  to  value,  and  for  a 
reduction  less  gradual  than  the  preceding,  to  the 
minimum  price  of  fifty  cents  per  acre. 

At  the  desire  of  Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  the  bill 
was  then  laid  on  the  table,  with  the  understanding 
that  it  would  be  called  up  on  Monday  next. 

The  senate  took  up  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  giving 
and  receiving  of  challenges  to  duels  within  the  dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  and  for  the  punishment  thereof. 

Mr.  Clayton,  of  the  judiciary  committee,  explain- 
ed the  provisions  of  the  bill,  and  the  amendments 
reported  to  it  by  the  committee  on  the  judiciary, 
one  of  which  substitutes  for  the  punishment  of 
death,  confinement  from  ten  to  twenty  years  in  the 
penitentiary;  and  the  other  amendment  provides 
that  persons  going  out  of  the  District  with  a view 
to  evade  the  provisions  of  this  bill  should  still  be 
punished  in  the  same  manner  as  if  they  had  re- 
mained in  the  District. 

Mr.  Prentiss  spoke  briefly  in  favor  of  the  con- 
stitutional power  of  congress  to  pass  this  bill,  and 
to  have  it  carried  into  effect. 

Mr.  Norvell,  expressed  some  doubt  in  relation  to 
such  power. 

Mr.  Roane  was  understood  to  start  a difficulty  in 
relation  to  punishing  a crime  consummated  in  Vir- 
ginia or  Maryland,  in  which  states  process  against 
the  perpetrators  might  at  the  same  time  be  issued 
He  was  also  understood  to  doubt  or  deny  the  con- 
stitutional power  of  congress  to  enact  the  above 
second  amendment  offered  from  committee. 

Mr.  Morris  argued  also  against  such  supposed 
constitutional  power. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  insisted  on  the  power 
of  Congress  to  pass  the  bill  and  the  amendments, 
inasmuch  as  congress  have  as  good  a right  to  pun- 
ish the  first  moiety  of  a crime  as  a state  to  punish 
the  latter  moiety. 

Mr.  Grundy  explained  the  manner  in  which  the 
above  and  other  difficulties  might  be  obviated,  and 
argued  in  favor  of  the  constitutional  power  of  con- 
gress over  the  subject. 

Mr.  Smith,  ol  Indiana,  was  decidedly  in  favor  of 
the  objects  of  this  bill.  He  felt  disposed  to  go  all 
constitutional  lengths  to  suppress  this  cruel  and  in- 
human practice  of  duelling — a practice  at  once  in 
violation  of  all  laws,  human  and  divine.  He  had 
examined  this  bill  carefully,  and  he  had  exerted  his 
mind  to  approve  of  that  part  of  the  bill  which  pun- 
ished the  offence  of  leaving  the  District  where  the 
the  crime  was  committed  in  the  states.  He  had 
great  doubts  on  the  question  of  conflicting  jurisdic- 
tion, for  the  offence  of  killing  in  a duel  in  Mary 
land  was  murder.  The  bill  punishes,  as  amended, 
with  penitentiary.  What  would  be  thestate  of  the 
case  if  the  criminal  was  confined  in  our  peniten- 
tiary for  twenty  years,  and  the  state  of  Maryland 
should  convict  him,  and  order  him  to  be  hung? 
Would  he  serve  out  his  time  in  the  penitentiary 
first,  or  what  would  be  done  with  the  case?  He 
threw  out  these  suggestions  for  the  purpose  of  hav- 
ing the  difficulties  removed  by  argument.  He  should 
certainly  do  all  in  his  power  as  a senator  to  suppress 
duelling  here  and  elsewhere. 

Mr.  Grundy  argued  that  if  a man  should  steal  a 
horse  in  the  District,  and  ride  him  into  Maryland, 
he  would  be  guilty  of  larceny  in  both;  and  when  he 
had  been  punished  by  the  authorities  of  one  who 
first  got  hold  of  him,  it  could  not  be  much  cause  of 
regret  if  he  should  be  punished  also  by  the  other. 

Mr.  Clayton  distinguished  more  nic-ly  the  precise 
objects  of  the  bill.  It  pretended  to  no  jurisdiction 
over  any  thing  not  done  in  the  District:  the  bill 
expressly  and  only  provided  to  punish  for  what 
should  be  actually  done  in  the  District.  The  pun- 
ishment might  in  some  cases  seem  disproportioned 
to  the  offence  ; but  it  could  not  be  ^o  regarded  if 
the  intent,  by  which  all  crimes  are  measured, 
should  be  taken  into  the  account. 

Mr.  Knight  split  the  difference  of  the  supposed 
concurrent  jurisdiction,  by  adducing  a supposed 
example  of  a man’s  robbing  the  mail  in  the  Dis- 
trict, and  then  killing  the  driver  in  Virginia,  in 
w’hich  case  he  should  be  punished  in  the  District 
for  robbery,  and  in  Virginia  for  murder. 

Mr.  Niles  spoke  for  some  time  in  favor  of  taking 
all  practicable  measures  to  put  down  Ihe  practice 
of  duelling,  urging  as  motives  all  the  considera- 
tions of  honor,  decency,  respectability,  civiliza- 
tion, duty,  and  humanity.  He  also  argued  that 
there  was  no  want  of  power  in  congress;  they 
might  even  punish  an  individual  for  symply  going 
out  of  the  District,  if  he  should  go  with  a known 
intent  to  commit  a crime. 

Mr.  Strange  argued  that  the  propensity  to  duel- 
ling was  so  strong  in  the  community,  that  duels, 
more  or  less,  would  be  fought,  in  violation  of  all 
laws,  however  severe,  divine  and  human  ; but  on 
this  very  account,  especially  in  consideration  of 
its  collateral  and  consequent  evils,  the  laws  against, 


it  could  not  well  be  too  severe,  unless  their  severity 
should  prevent  their  being  carried  into  execution. 
But  he  believed  the  moral  sense  of  every  commu- 
nity, in  the  country  would  pronounce  the  provi- 
sions of  this  bill,  as  amended,-  rather  too  lenient 
than  too  severe.  He  also  argued  that  the  consti- 
tutional power  of  congress  over  the  subject  was 
clear,  inasmuch  as  they  would  provide  for  the  pun- 
ishment of  no  crime  committed  except  those  with- 
in the  limits  of  their  jurisdiction,  w hich  would  be 
aggravated  by  the  degree  of  the  evil  intent. 

The  bill  being  still  up,  the  senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  March  22.  A number  of  gentlemen 
having  memorials  on  the  subject  of  the  late  duel, 
obtained  leave  to  piest-nt  them  ; and  they  were  re- 
ferred to  the  select  committee  on  that  subject. 

Mr.  Henry  presented  the  petition  of  a number  of 
the  citizens  of  Mercercounfy,  Pennsylvania,  pray- 
ing for  an  investigation  of  the  late  duel  that  result- 
ed in  the  death  of  ihe  hon.  J.  Cilley,  and  that  effi- 
cient means  may  be  adopted  to  put  a stop  in  future 
to  this  murderous  practice;  which,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  H.  was  referred  to  the  select  committee  to 
which  that  subject  is  referred. 

Mr.  Davies  presented  the  petition  of  David  Wit- 
mer  and  53  others,  citizens  of  Lancaster  county, 
Penn.,  and  the  petition  of  Robert  Jenkins  and  33 
others,  of  the  same  county,  praying  for  the  passage 
of  a law  to  prevent  the  inhuman  practice  of  duel- 
ing. 

Mr.  C.  Morris,  of  Ohio,  asked  and  obtaimd  leave 
to  present  the  petition  ol  John  C.  McCoy  and  83 
others,  of  Washington  county,  Ohio,  on  the  subject 
of  the  late  due)  ; which  was  referred  to  the  select 
committee  on  that  subject.  x 

A number  of  committees  made  reports  upon  pri- 
vate claims,  &c. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hopkins, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  post  office 
and  post  roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  providing  by  law  for  additional  com- 
pensation to  postmasters  whose  commissions  are 
unequal  to  the  duties  which  they  perform. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from 
col.  Hunter,  assistant  doorkeeper,  announcing  the 
death  of  Overton  Carr,  late  dooi keeper  of  this 
house,  on  Wednesday  last;  whereupon, 

Mr.  Mercer  offered  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  house  will  adjourn  at  four 
o'clock  ihis  afternoon,  to  attend  the  funeral  ol  their 
deceased  doorkeeper,  Overton  Carr  ; that  the  ex- 
penses thereof  be  defrayed  out  of  the  contingent 
funds,  and  that  his  w idow  be  paid  the  salary  of  the 
deceased  for  the  present  session  of  congress. 

The  resolution  was  agreec  to  without  a division. 

The  residue  of  the  morning  hour  was  occupied 
by  Mr.  W.  Cost  Johnson,  i„  continuation  and  con- 
clusion of  the  discussion,  on  his  part  of  the  resolu- 
tion moved  by  him  on  the  subject  of  an  appropria- 
tion of  land  for  the  promotion  of  education  in  tile 
old  states. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  a communica- 
tion from  the  secretary  of  war,  transmitting  a copy 
of  his  answer  to  the  letter  of  major  general  Jesup, 
dated  Fort  Jupiter,  Feb.  11,  IS38,  called  lor  by  a 
resolution  ol  the.  house  of  representatives  on  the 
19th  instant. 

Also,  a communication  from  the  secretary  of  war,  j 
transmitting  reports  and  statements  prepared  by 
the  adjutant  general  and  the  paymaster  general  of 
the  army,  in  reply  lo  the  resolution  of  the  house  of 
the  19th  ult.,  respecting  the  number  of  volunteers 
■and  militia  engaged  in  the  service  of  tfie  United 
States  within  the  last  six  years,  and  the  relative 
cost  of  their  employment  and  that  of  the  troops  of 
the  regular  army.  Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

The  house  then  again  went  into  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  Casey  in  the 
chair,)  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  appro- 
priation bill  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses 
of  government;  and  the  question  still  being  on  the 
motion  to  strike  out  an  item  of  $ 4,000  for  a jet 
d'eau  on  the  grounds  of  the  capitol. 

Mr.  Hoisted,  of  N.  J.,  again  addressed  the  house  , 
on  that  subject,  and  in  rejoinder  to  the  remarks  of 
Mr.  Lincoln,  expressing  the  astonishment  which 
an  attack  from  that  quarter  had  occasioned;  avow- 
ing his  attachment  to  the  state  from  which  that  gen- 
tleman came,  as  well  as  high  respect  for  himself; 
disclaiming  all  purpose  of  allusion  to  him  in  his 
speech  of  yesterday,  since,  when  he  made  it,  he 
did  not  even  know  that  that  gentleman  belonged  to 
the  committee  on  the  public  grounds;  hul  still  in- 
sisting on  his  objection  to  the  appropriation,  both 
for  the  jet  d’eau  and  the  printing  and  papering  done 
in  the  president’s  house.  To  the  repairs  of  the 
roof,  &.c.  he  had  not  intended  then,  or  now,  to  ob- 
ject. Fie  regretted  that  he  had  interfered  with  a- 
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favorite  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts, since  he  might  as  well  have  based 
his  speech,  which  was  intended  to  be  a general 
attack  on  extravagant  expenditures  under  the  ex- 
isting administration,  on  some  other  objectionable 
item  of  the  bill. 

He  replied  to  Mr.  Cambreleng’s  objection  as  to 
the  urgency  of  the  wants  of  the  treasury,  by  no- 
ticing the  constant  recurrence  of  that  objection 
wlienever  an  investigation  was  proposed  ol  the 
measures  of  government.  It  never  recurred  the 
right  time. 

Mr.  Boon  commented  with  very  great  severity  on 
Mr.  Halsted’s  speech  of  yesterday,  and  avowed  his 
intention  “to  skin”  that  gentlemen.  He  said  his 
speech  evinced  the  advantage  of  being  high  born 
and  college  bred;  characterized  its  strain  of  lan- 
guage as  low  and  vulgar,  and  every  way  unworthy 
ot  a representative:  referred  to  Mr.  Halsted’s  con- 
sumption of  pens  and  paper  as  being  ten  times 
greater  than  his  own;  he  remarked  upon  his  dress 
as  being  that  of  a dandy,  Kc.  and  concluded  by 
comparing  the  whole  speech  to  butter  churned 
without  a cover,  which  splashed  on  all  around,  &. c. 
&c. 

Mr.  Lincoln  made  a very  brief  reply  to  the  re- 
marks of  Mr.  Halsted,  explaining  that  the  chief 
reason  of  his  former  remarks  had  been  an  unwil- 
lingness to  see  others  attacked  on  the  ground  of  a 
measure  which  lie  had  himself  proposed. 

Mr.  Ewing  made  a very  spirited  reply  to  the  re- 
marks of  Mr.  Boon,  and  in  support  of  the  ground 
taken  by  Mr.  Halsted,  to  whom  he  retured  his  cor- 
dial thanks  for  his  speech.  It  had  been  unfortu- 
nate as  interfering  with  Mr.  Lincoln,  but  well  merit- 
ed by  the  extravagance  of  an  administration  which 
had  cone  into  power  on  promises  of  economy. 
He  referred  to  an  implied  threat  of  personal  vio- 
lence in  the  speech,  of  Mr.  Bynum  yesterday,  on 
which  subject  he  said  he  was  entitled  to  speak, 
having  once  suffered  in  that  way,  being  taken  un- 
prepared; but  it  should  be  the  last  time  he  would  be 
caught  in  that  situation. 

The  debate  on  this  item  was  closed  by  a motion 
of  Mr.  Mercer  to  amend  it  by  striking  out  the  de- 
tail, and  inserting  a gross  smn  for  completing  the 
improvement  of  the  public  grounds  according  to 
a plan  adopted  by  the  last  congress;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  McKay  moved  to  amend  the  bill  farther  by 
striking  out  the  item  for  clerk  hire  and  the  salary 
ot  a messenger  in  the  “clothing  bureau,”  and  in- 
creasing, to  the  same  amount,  the  appropriation  for 
the  office  of  commissary  general  of  purchases: 
which  amendment,  while  it  left  the  expenditure  the 
same,  would  avoid  any  implied  sanction,  by  the 
house,  ot  the  establishment  of  a new  bureau  by 
the  simple  authority  of  the  head  of  a department. 

Mr.  Mallory,  of  Virginia,  took  the  present  occa- 
sion to  read  a communical ion  addressed  to  him  by 
commodore  Dallas,  in  consequence  of  certain  ani- 
madversions in  a speech  made  by  him  at  the  Sep- 
tember session,  accompanied  by  certain  sta  e- 
ments  ot  lieutenants  McIntosh  and  Saunders:  by 
all  which  Mr  M.  declared  himself  not  convinced. 

Mr.  Bell  renew  'd  the  presentation  of  his  amend- 
ment to  reduce  all  salaries  one-fourth;  but  modified 
by  admitting  the  contingencies  formerly  inserted 
as  a condition,  viz.  that  the  sub-treasury  bill  should 
pass. 

The  Chair  still  persisted  in  the  opinion  that  the 
amendment,  even  in  this  form,  was  still  not  strictly 
in  order. 

After  a brief  discussion  of  the  point  of  order  bv 
Messrs.  H lynes  and  Bell,  the  decision  of  the  chair 
was  sustained  by  the  house. 

Mr.  Bell  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  strik- 
ing out  $367,63  ' for  pay  and  mileage  of  members, 
and  inserting  $425,761).  Also  by  striking  out 
$40,40!)  lor  the  clerks  and  officers  of  both  houses, 
and  inserting  $30,300. 

Mr.  B.  had  no  wish  to  commence  with  these 
items,  but  as  they  were  the  first  in  order,  he  had 
been  compelled  to  do  so;  he  wished  to  proceed  and 
propose  a si  nliar  reduction  in  all  the  salaries 
throughout  the  government  with  the  exception  of 
the  president,  vice  president,  and  judges.  He  was 
not  opposed  to  liberal  allowances  for  public  servi- 
ces, nord  'sirous  of  reduction  for  its  own  sake,  but 
he  thought  the  great  disparity  between  the  salaries 
of  state  and  federal  officers  called  for  some  mea- 
sure ofthe  kind.  It  would  be  vain  to  rely  on  state 
rights  as  a bulwark  against  the  encroachments  of 
the  general  government,  while  that  disparity  con- 
tinued. It  was  gradually,  in  practice,  working  a 
change  in  our  institutions;  as  an  instance  of  which, 
he  alluded  to  the  fact  of  an  ex-governor  of  a state 
accepting  a subordinate  station  in  one  of  our  de- 
partments, or  in  the  custom-house.  But  whether 
the  sub-treasury  bill  should  pass  or  no,  the  thing  it 
proposes  to  authorize  did  already  exist  in  fact; 


and  its  etfect  had  been,  by  paying  government  of- 
ficers in  gold  and  silver,  to  raise,  virtually,  the  sa- 
laries they  received,  and  in  the  same  proportion  to 
diminish  the  means  enjoyed  by  the  debtor  class  in 
the  community  to  pay  their  debts.  The  reduction 
was,  therefore,  periectly  fair;  and  if  execssive 
banking  was  hereafter  to  be  curtailed,  the  reduction 
ought,  of  right,  to  be  permanent.  He  was  content, 
at  present,  to  make  it  a temporary  arrangement. 

Mr.  Mercer,  though  not  disapproving  the  gentle- 
man’s object,  could  not  support  his  motion,  as  it 
was  not  according  to  usage  to  reduce  salaries  by  an 
appropriation  bill ; it  ought  to  be  done,  if  at  ali,  by 
law. 

Mr.  Reed  regretted  the  debate  ; but  how  could  it 
be  avoided  ? Which  was  the  proper  place  and  the 
fitting  opportunity  to  animadvert  upon  the  measures 
of  the  administration,  and  the  extravagances  ofthe 
government,  if  not  upon  the  appropriation  bills? 
He  relerred  to  abuses  in  the  post  office  department, 
and  in  the  proportion  of  collectors’  salaries;  but 
could  not  snrport  Mr.  Bell’s  proposal  to  reduce  all 
in  the  same  proportion;  some  ought  to  be  reduced 
one  half,  but  others  should  not  be  diminished  at  all. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  N.  C.  thought  it  according  to 
law  and  usage  to  reduce  salaries  as  well  by  an  ap- 
propriation bill  as  in  any  other  manner. 

Mr.  Bell  remonstrated  with  warmth  against  Mr. 
Mercer’s  position.  The  appropriation  bills  were 
the  great  citadels  of  the  people,  in  resisting  the  op- 
pressions of  government.  This  had  been  admitted 
even  in  aristocratic,  monarchical  England;  how 
much  more  should  the  doctrine  be  cherished  under 
our  own  free  government!  He  lamented  that  it 
seemed  his  fate  always  to  be  resisted  by  his  own 
political  friends  and  allies. 

Mr.  Mercer  explained.  He  did  not  deny  the  na- 
ked power,  but  only  the  previous  usage  ofthe  gov- 
ernment. 

The  question  being  put  on  Mr.  Bell’s  amend- 
ment, it  was  rejected. 

The  committee  then  rose,  anti  reported  the  bill, 
and  the  house  adjourned. 

Friday,  March  23.  Mr.  McKennan  offered  a 
resolution,  fixing  Monday  next,  at  two  o’clock, 
for  the  choice  of  a doorkeeper,  vice  Overton  Carr, 
esq.  deceased. 

Mr.  Lewis  Williams  moved  to  postpone  the  con- 
sideration of  the  resolution  until  Monday  week. 

Mr.  Wm.  Cost  Johnson,  suggesting  that  the  com- 
mittee on  accounts  intended  to  make  some  propo- 
sition regarding  the  police  of  the  house,  named 
next  Wednesday.  v 

Mr.  Boon  proposed  to  postpone  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  resolution  until  the  first  Monday 
in  December  next. 

The  latter  motion,  having  precedence,  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative.  Mr.  Williams’s  motion,  to 
postpone  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  till 
Monday  week,  wras  agreed  to. 

The  following  among  other  reports  from  com- 
mittees, were  made  by  Mr.  Cambreleng,  from  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means,  reported  a bill  to 
authorize  the  issuing  of  treasury  notes. 

This  bill  being  read  twice — 

Mr.  Cambreleng  said  that  a report  accompanied 
it,  disclosing  the  necessity  for  the  adoption  of  the 
measure  recommended,  and  this  report,  with  the 
bill,  he  moved  to  have  referred  to  the  committee  of 
the  whole,  and  that  both  be  printed  ; which  was 
ordered. 

Mr.  Sergeant  presented  a report  of  the  views  of 
the  minority  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
in  relation  to  the  sub  treasury  bill.  He  moved  its 
printing,  and  reference  to  the  committee  of  the 
whole,  to  which  that  of  the  majority  had  already 
been  referred.  Ordered  accordingly. 

Mr.  Rives,  of  Virginia,  moved  that  10,000  extra 
copies  of  each  report  be  printed;  which  motion 
pre  vailed. 

[We  will  publish  the  bill  of  the  committee,  with 
both  reports  in  the  next  “Register.”] 

A number  of  memorials,  &c.  were  presented 
and  referred. 

Mr.  Hall  of  Vermont,  sent  to  the  chair  a state- 
ment from  the  “ Globe,”  in  reference  to  a former 
vote  on  the  sub-treasury  bill,  and  went  into  an  ex- 
planation in  reference  to  it,  for  all  which  we  will 
try  and  find  room  in  our  next. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  W.  Cost  Johnson  in  rela- 
tion to  this  subject,  and  upon  which  the  mover 
had  occupied  the  morning  hour  for  several  days, 
coming  up  in  order — 

Mr.  Lawler,  of  Alabama,  took  the  floor  in  reply 
to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Johnson,  and  occupied  it 
till  the  expiration  of  the  morning  hour,  without 
concluding.  [These  remarks,  as  well  as  those  of 
Mr.  Johnson,  will  be  given  hereafter.] 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from 
the  secretary  of  war,  in  reply  to  the  resolution  of 
the  house  of  the  19th  inst.  calling  for  a copy  ofthe 


answer  to  a letter  of  gen.  Jesup,  of  the  20th  De- 
cember, 1837. 

The  secretary  states,  that  the  letter  of  gen.  Je- 
sup did  not,  in  the  opinion  of  the  department,  re- 
quire any  reply,  and  consequently  was  not  an- 
swered. 

Also,  a letter  from  the  secretary  of  war,  trans- 
mitting copies  of  papers  relating  to  the  title  ofthe 
United  States  to  Friend’s  Ore  Bank,  near  Harper’s 
Ferry,  required  by  the  resolution  ot  the  19th  in- 
stant. 

Also,  a letter  from  the  secretary  of  war,  trans- 
mitting a report  from  the  commissioner  of  indian 
affairs,  accompanied  by  copies  of  a contract  made 
between  gen.  Jesup,  certain  creek  chieis,  and  J. 
C.  Watson,  & co. 

Also,  a letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
transmitting  a report  from  the  director  of  the  mint 
at  Philadelphia,  containing  the  information  called 
for  by  the  resolution  of  the  house  of  the  5th  inst. 
relative  to  the  cost  of  erecting  and  establishing 
the  principal  mint  and  its  branches,  fixtures,  &c. 

The  bill,  making  appropriation  for  the  civil  and 
diplomatic  expenses  of  the  government  for  the 
current  year,  again  came  up  for  consideration,  as 
amended  in  committee  of  the  whole. 

Alter  several  amendments  had  been  adopted,  and 
while  the  consideration  of  the  items  of  the  appro- 
propriation  for  the  post  office  department  were  un- 
der consideration, 

Mr.  Cambreleng  proposed  an  amendment  to  this 
section,  by  which  the  specifications  were  to  be 
stricken  out,  and  the  appropriation  forall  the  items 
there  named  were  to  be  stated  collectively,  with 
the  aggregate  of  the  sums  affixed  thereto.  This 
amendment,  together  with  a communication  from 
the  post  office  department,  in  relation  to  the  sub- 
ject, he  moved  to  have  printed  ; which  being  or- 
dered, he  was  about  to  propose  an  adjournment, 
when 

Mr.  Underwood  gave  notice  of  an  amendment  it 
was  his  intention  to  offer  to  the  bill,  whereby  the 
salaries  of  government  officers,  employed  in  the 
various  states,  were  to  be  reduced,  and  restricted 
to  the  amount  of  salaries  received  by  the  judicial 
officers  of  those  states. 

The  Chair  said  that  an  amendment  to  an  amend- 
ment, (moved  by  Mr.  Cambreleng,)  was  pending; 
and  that  any  other  amendment  was  of  course,  at 
that  moment,  not  in  order. 

Mr.  Underwood  had  intended  to  give  notice  only 
of  his  intention  to  offer  the  proposition  he  had  read. 
He  would  be  glad  to  have  the  opinion  of  the  chair 
on  the  question  of  order,  supposing  the  amendment 
in  time. 

The  Speaker  said  that  he  had  no  difficulty  in 
making  up  his  opinion  on  that  point.  Under  the 
rules,  he  considered  the  amendment  proposed  to  be 
decidedly  not  in  order. 

Mr.  Underwood.  Then  of  course  it  is  of  no  use 
for  me  to  move  for  its  printing. 

Pending  Mr.  Cambreleng’s  proposition  to  amend 
the  amendment,  (to  wit,  the  above  section,)  the 
house,  on  motion,  adjourned,  at  half  past  four 
o’clock. 

Saturday,  March  24.  Among  the  reports  pre- 
sented was  the  following  by  Mr.  Fallon  from  the 
library,  which  was  read  and  postponed  to  Tuesday 
next,  after  Mr.  McKay  of  North  Carolina,  had 
given  notice  that  he  would  oppose  it. 

Resolved , That  the  clerk  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives be  directed  to  subscribe  for  ten  numbers 
of  “Niles’s  Register,”  for  each  member  of  the 
house,  to  be  delivered  once  a week;  provided  the 
editor  of  said  Register  will  agree  to  publish  in,  or 
as  a part  of  said  work,  at  least  once  a week,  under 
the  direction  of  the  clerk  ofthe  house,  the  journals 
of  the  house,  with  the  yeas  and  nays  on  all  ques- 
tions. Provided,  further,  that  the  editor  of  said 
Register  will  also  agree  to  publish  at  the  end  of 
every  session  of  congress,  under  the  direction  of 
the  said  officer  of  the  house,  a supplement  to  said 
work,  containing  all  the  laws  passed  thereat,  and 
treaties  ratified  by  the  senate,  to  which  shall  be 
prefixed  a copious  index,  to  be  approved  of  by  said 
officer,  and  furnish  one  copy  thereof,  free  of 
charge,  to  each  member  of  congress  for  the  time 
being. 

A letter  of  the  secretary  of  war,  transmitting 
copies  of  papers  relating  to  the  title  of  the  United 
States  to  Friends’  Ore  Bank,  near  Harper’s  Ferry, 
required  by  the  resolution  ofthe  19th  instant,  was 
laid  before  the  house  yesterday,  and,  with  the  pa- 
pers, was  referred  to  the  select  committee  on  the 
national  foundry. 

To-day,  Mr.  Mercer  moved  a re-consideration  of 
the  vote  (which  prevailed,)  for  the  purpose  of 
moving  the  reference  of  the  subject  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  judiciary;  inasmuch  as  there  was  a 
question  of  legal  title  involved  in  it. 
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Mr.  McClure  was  in  favor  of  the  reference  as 
made  yesterday.  There  was  no  question  of  title 
involved.  ** 

Mr.  Thomas  and  W.  Cost  Johnson  were  in  favor 
of  the  reference  proposed  by  Mr.  Mercer,  whose 
motion  prevailed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  a communi- 
cation from  the  secretary  of  war,  transmitting  a re- 
port from  the  acting  quarter  master  general,  in  re- 
ply to  a resolution  of  the  5th  instant,  requiring 
various  information  respecting  the  measures  taken 
to  carry  into  effect  the  act  of  July  2,  1836,  au- 
thorising the  laying  out  of  a military  road  along 
the  western  frontier,  and  the  erection  of  posts 
thereon, 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  house  a letter 
from  the  secretary  of  war,  transmitting  the  report 
and  estimates  of  lieut  Stockton,  superintendent  of 
public  works  of  Michigan  city  and  St.  Jaseph’s, 
required  by  the  resolution  of  the  house  of  the  19th. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  moved  that  the  house  take  up 
the  general  appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  Rice  Garland  claimed  the  day  for  the  con- 
sideration of  private  claims,  under  the  rules  of  the 
house.  About  six  hundred  bills  were  to  be  acted 
on  ; and  it  was  not,  in  his  opinion,  doing  justice  to 
the  country  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  that 
business. 

But  the  house,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cambrelcng, 
decided  that  the  rules  be  suspended — Ayes  94, 
noes  39. 

The  house  then  took  up  the  general  appropria- 
tion bill,  the  amendment  moved  yesterday  by 
Mr.  Cambreleng  to  the  section  in  reference  to  the 
post  office  department  being  under  consideration, 
Mr.  Adams  arose  and  commented  at  some  length 
upon  the  amendment  and  “the  extraordinary  doc- 
ument” from  the  postmaster  general  in  which  it 
was  recommended  ; which  went  to  the  annihilation 
of  every  thing  like  specifications  or  appropria- 
tions. We  will  give  place  to  Mr.  A.’s  remarks 
hereafter. 

The  amendment  was  also  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Whittlesey,  Tillinghust,  Ewing,  and  Rice  Garland, 
and  advocated  by  Messrs.  Cambrelcng  and  Connor. 
Finally,  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Cambreleng  was 
rejected — yeas  64,  nays  66,  and  the  amendment  re- 
ported by  the  committee  of  the  whole,  agreed  to. 

A motion  of  Mr.  Robertson  to  strike  out  the 
item  of  $40,000  for  miscellaneous  expenses  was 
rejected. 

Mr.  Rariden  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the 
committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union, 
■with  instructions  to  strike  out  $225,000  for  sta- 
tionery, &c.  for  the  house,  and  insert  $273,000,  so 
as  to  cover  an  appropriation  to  pay  for  printed  de- 
bates and  documents  ordered  to  be  supplied  to  the 
members. 

On  this  motion  a call  of  the  house  was  moved  by 
Mr.  Cambreleng,  and  refused  ; when,  before  taking 
the  question,  and  after  a resolution  had  been  adopt- 
ed, on  motion  of  Mr.  Bell,  calling  for  information 
on  the  subject  of  treasusy  notes, 

The  house  adjourned. 

Monday,  March  26  A large  number  of  petitions 
were  presented,  and  referred. 

The  following  among  other  resolutions  were  of- 
fered: 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ogle, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  state  of  the 
United  States  be  directed  to  communicate  to  this 
house  the  names  of  all  ministers  and  other  diplo- 
matic agents  of  the  United  States  in  foreign  coun- 
tries on  the  4th  March,  1829;  the  names  and  grade 
of  all  who  have  been  recalled  since  that  date;  the 
names,  grade,  and  date  of  subsequent  appoint- 
ments; the  several  periods  of  service  of  the  persons 
so  appointed;  the  sum  allowed  to  each  for  such  ser- 
vice respectively,  as  well  as  the  amount  of  contin- 
gent expenses  paid  to  each. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sergeant, 

Resolved,  That  a committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  ot  encouraging  and  aid- 
ing meteorological  observations  throughout  the 
United  States. 

The  bill  for  the  restoration  of  certain  courts  to 
the  western  district  of  Virginia,  which  had  passed 
the  house,  came  up,  as  amended,  in  a single  parti- 
cular, from  the  senate. 

Mr.  Garland,  of  Virginia,  moved  that  the  house 
do  disagree  with  the  senate  in  its  amendment;  which 
motion  prevailed. 

The  Spea/cer laid  before  the  house  a communica- 
tion from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  answer 
to  a resolution  of  the  19th  instant,  directing  the  se- 
cretary to  report  the  names  of  such  of  the  deposite 
banks  as  have  availed  themselves  of  the  benefits  of 
the  first  section  of  the  act  of  the  12th  of  October 
last,  by  giving  the  requisite  security,  &c. 

The  house  then,  upon  motion,  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  general  appropriation  bill. 


Mr.  Rariden  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the 
committee  of  the  whole,  with  instructions  to  report 
an  amendment,  striking  out  $225,090  for  stationery, 
&c.  for  the  house,  and  inserting  $273,000,  so  as  to 
cover  an  appropriation  to  pay  for  printed  debates 
and  documents,  ordered  to  be  supplied  to  the 
members. 

Mr.  Williams  opposed  this  motion. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  wished  to  know  if  the  motion 
were  in  order. 

The  Speaker  decided  it  to  be  in  order. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  appealed  from  the  decision.  He 
thought  it  clashed  with  the  requisitions  of  the  63d 
rule  of  the  house.  The  object  of  the  amendment 
was  inconsistent  with  the  whole  course  of  the  form- 
er action  of  the  house  in  regaid  to  supplying  mem- 
bers with  books. 

The  Speaker  defended  his  decision.  There  was 
nothing  in  the  pending  proposition  that  looked  like 
the  object  alluded  to  by  the  gentleman  last  up.  It 
was  a simple  proposition  to  amend  that  section  of 
the  bill  which  appropriates  money  for  the  contin- 
gent fund. 

Mr.  Cambreleng,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  How- 
ard, withdrew  his  appeal. 

Mr.  Cushman  moved  the  previous  question 
(which  would  be  on  the  engrossment  of  the  bill, 
cutting  off  the  motion  to  commit.) 

Upon  seconding  this  motion,  by  tellers,  the  divi 
sion  was — ayes  47,  noes  not  counted.  So  there 
was  no  second. 

Upon  the  motion  of  Mr.  Rariden  to  recommit, 
the  vote  (the  yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered,) 
was  as  follows — Yeas  71,  nays  96.  So  the  motion 
to  recommit  the  bill  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Reed  moved  to  amend  by  adding  an  appro- 
priation of  $52,040  for  additional  light-houses  in 
certain  states,  being  the  same  amendment  as  that 
member  offered  in  committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  Ingham  proposed  to  amend  this  amendment 
by  stating  the  several  objects  of  the  proposed  addi- 
tional appropriation,  with  the  several  specific  sums 
to  be  appropriated  to  each. 

Mr.  Reed  explained  the  proposed  amendment, 
and  showed  the  interest  that  the  people  in  twenty 
states  had  in  its  adoption. 

Mr.  Whittlesey,  of  Ohio,  made  some  remarks  to 
show  the  great  necessity  which  exists  for  the  adop- 
tion of  the  proposed  amendment,  either  in  this  or 
some  other  bill. 

Mr.  Ingham  contended  that  this  is  the  proper  bill 
for  the  proposed  appropriation.  All  these  works 
have  been  ordered  and  begun,  and  no  new  original 
proposition  was  made.  He  urged  the  great  impor- 
tance and  necessity  of  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  thought  the  light  house  bill,  or 
the  supplemental  appropriation  bill,  hereafter  to  be 
presented  to  the  house,  would  be  the  proper  bill 
into  which  to  introduce  the  proposed  amendment. 

Mr.  Cushman  moved  the  previous  question.  On 
seconding  this  motion,  the  division  was  (by  tellers) 
ayes  73,  noes  42,  no  quorum  voting.  On  the  se- 
cond count,  the  vole  on  seconding  was  as  follows? 
ayes  72,  noes  67 ; so  there  was  a second;  and  the 
previous  question  being  ordered,  (he  question  re- 
curred on  engrossing  the  bill  for  a third  reading, 
which  was  carried:  and  the  bill  was  read  a third  time. 

Pending  the  question  of  its  final  passage  Mr. 
Gar  and,  of  Louisiana,  moved  to  recommit  the  bill 
to  the  committee  ol  the  whole,  with  instructions  to 
report  it  with  certain  amendments;  and  on  this  mo- 
tion he  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were 
ordered. 

Mr.  Garland  defended  his  proposition  at  some 
length.  He  dwelt  particularly  upon  the  custom  of 
keeping  up  appropriations  for  temporary  service  of 
clerks,  fee.  in  the  different  departments,  and  thought 
that  custom  should  be  discontinued. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  opposed  the  motion,  and  de- 
fended the  practice  alluded  to,  so  fai  as  it  had  ob- 
tained, as  a matter  of  absolute  necessity,  under 
the  circumstances  of  those  cases  in  which  it  did  so 
obtain. 

Mr.  Conner  demanded  the  previous  question,  on 
seconding  which  the  following  division  (by  tellers) 
took  place:  ayes  69,  noes  57.  So  the  previous  ques- 
tion was  seconded,  and  the  house  decided  that  the 
main  question  be  put,  which  being  done,  the  bill 
was  passed,  and  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  senate  for 
concurrence. 

At  5 o’clock  the  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday , March  27.  Mr.  Paynter,  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, presented  a petition  from  a number  of  citizens 
of  Philadelphia  on  the  subject  of  the  late  duel, 
which  was  referred  to  the  select  committee  on  that 
subject. 

The  report  of  the  library  committee,  in  relation  to 
Niles’  Register,  corning  up  in  order,  the  report  was 
read  at  the  clerk's  table. 

Mr.  Patton,  from  the  committee,  explained  and 
defended  the  report,  arguing  to  show  that  the  usual 


objections  to  the  purchase  and  distribution  of  books 
among  the  members  did  not  apply  in  this  case,  in- 
asmuch as  a number  of  copies  were  proposed  to  be 
furnished  to  each  member,  not  for  his  own  personal 
advantages,  but  for  distribution  among  his  consti- 
tuents. The  effect  of  the  measure  wmiild  be  to  dis- 
seminate full  copies  of  the  house  journal  and  of  all 
the  laws  to  6,000  persons,  at  the  aggregate  expense 
of  $5,000  per  annum.  The  publication  of  the  laws 
alone,  in  newspaper  and  in  pam  phlet  form,  and 
for  the  use  of  the  officers  of  the  government 
costs  now  three  times  that  sum.  The  additional  ex- 
pense to  the  editor  would  nearly  equal  the  whole 
amount  of  subscription  now  proposed;  but  the  addi- 
tionaTpopu larity  of  his  paper  was  deemed  by  him  a 
sufficient  inducement.  The  subscription,  there- 
fore, was  not  a gratuity  either  to  him  oi  to  mem- 
bers of  congress,  "but  an  expedient  and  cheap  mode 
of  disseminating  useful  information  among  the  peo- 
ple generally.  The  journals  of  congress  had  never 
been,  to  this  day,  so  published  as  to  meet  the  spirit 
of  the  direction  of  the  constitution  on  that  subject. 

Mr.  Parker,  of  New  York,  opposed  the  resolu- 
tion. The  subscription  would  amount  to  $12,100*. 
If  the  resolution  was  to  pass,  he  would  move  to 
strike  out  “Niles’  Register”  and  insert  “the  Demo- 
cratic Review.”  In  conclusion,  he  moved  to  lay 
the  resolution  on  the  table,  and  demanded  the  yeas 
and  naj's,  which  were  ordered,  and,  being  taken, 
stood  as  follows:  Yeas  86,  nays  79.  So  the  reso- 
lution was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  following  reports  from  standing  committees 
of  the  house  were  rectived: 

Mr.  Whittlesey,  from  the  committee  of  claims, 
made  an  unfavorable  report  upon  the  case  of  col. 
Joseph  Brown. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  committee  on  commerce, 
reported  a bill  making  appropriations  for  the  erec- 
tion of  custom-houses  at  New  Orleans,  Philadel- 
phia, and  Savannah. 

Mr.  Sherrod  Williams  moved  a reconsideration 
of  the  vote  by  which  the  house  laid  the  report  of  the 
library  committee  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Boon  moved  to  lay  this  motion  on  the  table, 
and  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  order- 
ed, and  resulted  as  follows:  Yeas  88,  nays  84.  So 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Boon  was  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  transmitting  a supple- 
ment to  the  annual  report  of  the  commissioner  of 
the  general  land  office,  in  relation  to  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  evidences  of  the  surveys  of  the  public 
lands  in  charge  of  the  surveyorgeneral;  which  was 
referred  to  tire  committee  on  public  lands,  and 
ordered  to  he  printed. 

The  Chair  having  reported  to  the  house,  among 
other  seriate  bills  sent  to  the  house  for  concurrence, 
the  bill  known  by  the  name  of  the  sub-treasury 
bill— 

M-.  Cambreleng  moved  that  that  bill  be  referred 
to  the  committee  of  wavs  and  means. 

Mr.  Pickens  said  that,  before  that  motion  should 
be  acted  upon,  he  desired,  considering  the  great  im- 
portance of  the  subject,  to  be  informed  as  to  one  or 
two  preliminary  points.  He  must  apologise  to  the 
house  for  thus  interposing,  nor  should  he  have  done 
it,  but  for  an  article  which  appeared  in  the  official 
paper  of  this  morning,  which  seemed  to  him  to  har  e 
an  ominous  bearing.  He  desired  to  know  from  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  whe- 
ther it  was  the  intention  of  that  committee  to  give 
this  bill  from  the  senate  any,  the  least,  degree  of 
preference  over  a bill  on  the  same  subject,  which 
had  been  reported  by  that  committe  to  this  house? 
In  the  article  he  had  alluded  to,  he  perceived  there 
was  an  intimation  that  perhaps  some  of  the  obnox- 
ious features  might  be  stricken  from  the  bill,  or  the 
same  purpose  accomplished  by  having  an  indepen- 
dent or  supplementary  bill.  In  the  whole  article 
there  was  not  the  slightest  reference  to  the  bill  of 
house.  Now,  Mr.  P.  considered  the  entire  subject 
as  one  peculiarly  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
house;  and  on  that  ground  alone,  if  on  no  other,  he 
should  prefer  that  the  action  of  this  body  should  be 
had  on  its  own  bill,  rather  than  on  that  from  the 
other  legislative  branch.  He  anxiously  desired  to 
know  which  of  the  two  bills  was  to  have  priority? 
He  fyit  this  inquiry  honestly,  for  information,  not 
having  had  the  slightest  communication  or  concert 
with  the  honorable  chairman  on  the  matter.  He 
thought  the  information  he  asked  for  due  to  the 
house  and  to  the  country.  He  wanted  tc  know 
whether  this  emasculated  thing,  which,  though  in 
the  shape  of  a man,  was  destitute  of  all  manliness, 
and  all  the  spirit  of  a man — a eunuch,  in  all  its  at- 

*The  gentleman  from  New' York  was  in  error.  The 

whole  expense  would  be  but  §2<j5  per  week,  or  §980 
per  month;  or,  estimating  the  long  and  short  session  at 
an  average  of  five  months  in  each  year,  §4,900  per.  an- 
num.— [ Editor  Register. 
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tributes — vs  as  to  be  preferred  to  t tie  house  bill  on 
the  same  subject. 

Mr.  Cumbreterig  would  answer  the  gentleman 
most  cheerfully.  For  himself,  as  a member  of  the 
committee  ol  ways  and  means,  and  he  thought  he 
could  almost  answer  lor  every  one  of  his  colleagues 
on  that  committee,  that  he  and  they  did  infinitely 
prefer  the  bill  reported  to  this  house  to  the  bill  of 
the  senate.  They  had  seriously  and  thorougly  ex- 
amined all  the  provisions  of  the  latter,  and  they  had 
serious  objections  to  many  of  its  details;  for  some 
of  its  details  besides  those  advocated  by  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  involving  principles  of 
very  grave  importance;  and  the  bill  reported  from 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means  was,  almost  two- 
thirds  of  it,  a new  bill  entirely.  For  one,  he  should 
not  depart  from  one  single  section  or  feature  of  that 
bill,  and  should  certainly  feel  it  his  duty,  as  a mea- 
sure of  this  character  should  emanate  from  the 
house,  to  give  the  house  bill  the  preference. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  said  that  of  course  he  did  not 
mean  to  include  those  who  were  opposed  to  the 
measure. 

Mr.  Sergeant  resumed.  He,  for  one,  certainly 
was  not  among  those  who  “ infinitely”  preferred  the 
bill  of  the  house  to  that  of  the  senate,  for  he  really 
did  not  know  which  of  them  was  the  worst  : and 
that  was  about  the  amount,  at  present,  of  any  opi- 
nion he  had  on  the  matter.  If  the  bill  from  the  se- 
nate was  what  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
(Mr.  Pickens)  had  stated  it  to  be,  it  was  a sort  of 
thing  to  which  treasure  was  often  committed  in 
some  parts  of  the  world  ; (a  laugh;)  and  if  he  be- 
lieved it  to  be  really  as  impotent  as  that  gentleman 
represented  it  to  be,  he  should  have  less  objection 
to  it:  but  he  could  not  but  think  it  still  possessed 
sufficient  vigor  to  do  much  mischief.  It  was  possi- 
ble, lor  those  who  were  entrusted,  even  with  gold 
and  silver,  sometimes  did  great  harm  by  betraying 
those  who  trusted  them.  The  machinery  proposed 
to  be  employed  was  the  same  in  both  bills:  only  by 
the  one  it  was  to  be  employed  in  keeping  bank 
notes,  and  by  the  other,  in  keeping  gold  and  silver, 
if  we  could  get  any.  For  himself,  he  had  no  “in- 
finite preference”  for  either,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
was  at  a loss,  as  he  had  said,  to  determine  which 
was  the  worst  of  the  two. 

Mr.  Haynes  here  rose  and  said,  that  though  he  had 
not  been  expressly  called  upon,  he  would  say  that 
he  had  a decided  preference  for  the  bill  from  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means.  He  had  a strong 
desire  to  answer  the  remarks  of  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania,  but  this  was  not  the  time. 
He  then  resumed  his  seat. 

Mr.  Patton  said  he  was  opposed  to  this  untried 
experiment,  in  any  of  its  forms;  and  ue  objected  to 
■tile  reference  of  this  bill  to  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  because  it  was  wholly  unnecessaiy. 
The  subject  had  been  twice  referred  to  them,  and 
the  house  had  received,  in  the  form  ol  a bill,  the  re- 
sult of  their  labors  and  meditations.  It  was  ex- 
tremely important  to  the  best  interests  of  the  coun- 
try that  this  question  should  be  decided  promptly; 
and  it  was  his  purpose,  before  he  resumed  his  seat, 
to  make  a motion  which,  he  hoped,  would  bring  to 
the  test  what  was  the  judgment  of  a majority  of  the 
house  on  the  ■principle  of  this  measure.  In  order  to 
quiet  the  apprehensions  of  the  country,  which  had 
been  justly  excited  by  the  continued  confidence  of 
gentlemen  in  a measure  which  must  be  productive 
of  extensive  mischiefs  to  the  great  business  com- 
munity, aside  from  its  relations  as  a political  mea- 
sure, the  question  ought  to  be  decided  promptly 
and  speedily.  This  object  could  not  be  obtained 
save  by  a vote  which,  though  not  an  actual  rejec- 
tion ol  the  bill,  should  give  a decisive  indication  of 
the  opinion  of  a majority  of  the  house  in  opposition 
to  any  and  every  bill  which  should  contain  the 
principle  which  distinguished  this.  He  did  not 
urge  the  fact  that  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means  had  told  the  house  that  a majority 
of  that  committee  had  examined  this  bill  and  were 
opposed  to  it;  because  he  did  not  desire  that  the 
vote  upon  his  motion  should  depend  on  any  differ- 
ence of  opinion  as  to  particular  details,  and  which 
did  not  reach  the  great  principles  of  the  measure. 

Mr.  P.  said  he  was  aware  that  there  were  gentle- 
men present  who  had  various  propositions  which 
they  vyere  desirous  of  presenting  to  the  house  as 
substitutes  for  the  bill,  which  went  essentially  to 
change,  and  some  of  them  to  defeat,  its  present  pro- 
visions; and  such  gentlemen  might,  at  first,  feel  op- 
posed to  the  motion  he  was  about  to  make.  But  he 
desired  them  fo  recollect  that  there  were  several 
other  bills  which  would  come  up  for  discussion,  un- 
der which  they  could  debate  at  large  this  entire 
subject  of  the  currency,  and  that,  therefore,  they 
had  no  good  reason  for  opposing  a motion  to  lay  the 
present  bill  on  the  table,  and  thereby  show  to  the 
country  that  there  was  a majority  of  the  house  of 
representatives  decidedly  opposed  to  the  measure  it 


proposed.  Such  a step  would  be  attended  with  this 
additional  advantage:  as  long  as  the  Iriends  of  this 
bill  retained  the  laiutest  hope  of  carrying  it  through, 
they  would  strenuously  resist  all  substituted  propo- 
sitions which  should  go  to  attack  the  vitals  of  the 
measure  ; hut  if  the  house  gave,  at  once,  a decided 
indication  that  such  a bill  as  this  could  not  pass, 
they  would  then  be  prepared  to  transfer  their  sup- 
port to  the  next  best  measure,  if  there  were  any 
such,  to  be  resorted  to  with  a view  to  the  purifica- 
tion of  the  currency.  With  these  views,  he  moved, 
to  lay  this  bill  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Glascock  appealed  to  Mr.  Patton,  as  he  had 
now  had  an  opportunity  to  make  such  remarks  as 
he  chose,  not  to  prevent  others  from  a reply  ; and 
he  therefore  hoped  he  would  consent  to  withdraw 
the  motion  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Patton  said  that  he  had  not  discussed  the 
bill. 

Mr.  Glascock  pressed  his  request,  and  promised, 
: if  it  were  granted,  to  renew  the  motion  to  lay  the 
bill  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Patton,  on  that  condition,  consented,  and 
withdrew  the  motion  accordingly. 

Mr.  Glascock  regretted  exceedingly  that  this  mo- 
tion to  lay  on  the  table  had  been  made  at  the  pre- 
sent time;  and  he  regretted  the  more  to  see  the 
motion  come  from  the  quarter  it  did.  The  house 
was  well  apprised  of  the  situation  which  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  occupied  at  the  present  time. 
It  is  well  known  that  that  gentleman  had  been  pro- 
vided for  by  his  own  state ; and  it  is  a question 
whether,  whenever  any  action  shall  be  had  on  this 
bill  here,  he  will  be  representing  the  majority  of  his 
constituents,  which  an  election,  however,  to  fill  his 
vacancy  will  test.  But  independent  of  these  con- 
siderations, it  is  well  known  that  at  the  present 
time  one  of  the  states  of  the  union  is  unrepresented. 
It  is  well  known  that  there  are  certain  districts  in 
different  slates  unrepresented;  and  it  is  equally 
well  known  that  at  this  present  time,  there  were  a 
large  number  of  the  representatives  of  the  people 
absent,  from  the  indisposition  of  their  families  and 
other  causes,  absent  and  necessarily  absent  of  this 
city,  and  from  the  house.  If  we  are  to  have  this 
question  tested,  and  fairly  tested,  let  us  have  it  ta- 
ken when  every  member  is  in  his  seat.  Where  is 
the  necessity  of  the  motion  which  had  bven  made 
by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  at  this  time  ? Has 
it  been  made  because  the  gentleman  is  himself  about 
to  take  a farewell  from  us  all,  and  is  it  from  such 
motives  as  these,  that  he  now  asks  us  to  take  this 
question,  when  he  well  knows  there  are  many  in- 
dividuals friendly  to  this  bill  not  present  to  vote, 
and  are  particularly  anxious  to  do  so?  If  the  gen- 
tleman exercised  that  courtesy  which  is  usual,  on 
all  great  national  questions,  he  would  have  delayed 
his  motion  until  every  member  could  be  here  in  his 
place  to  represent  his  constituency.  He  asked  the 
house,  whether  it  was  not  best  to  act  on  whatever 
bill  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  may  report, 
at  a time  when  there  may  be  a full  and  fair  attend- 
ance of  the  representatives  of  the  people  present. 
He  knew  not  what  effect  this  might  have  on  the 
minds  of  others,  but  he  was  prepared  to  say 
for  himself,  that  this  movement,  at  the  present 
crisis,  was  far  from  being  such  a one  as  he  had  ex- 
pected from  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  for  on  all 
other  occ  sions  he  had  looked  upon  that  gentleman 
as  acting  with  candor  and  fairness.  At  this  very 
moment  there  are  some  twenty  or  thirty  members 
absent  from  their  seats — in  fact,  it  had  been  suggest- 
ed by  some  gentlemen  near  him,  that  there  were  at 
least  forty  who  were  absent.  Mo  such  proposition 
as  this  had  been  anticipated  by  those  gentlemen, 
and  it  is  a question  on  which  it  is  expected  by  the 
whole  country,  that  every  member  should  be  pre- 
sent to  give  his  vote.  He  would  ask  the  gentleman 
then,  whether  in  order,  that  absent  members  might 
be  present,  and  to  have  a foil  vote  of  the  house  on 
the  question,  he  would  not  consent  to  withdraw  his 
motion,  and  permit  the  bill  to  go  to  the  committee 
of  ways  and  means,  and  be  reported  upon  by  that 
committee,  in  order  that  some  measure  might  be 
brought  before  the  house,  in  order  that  the  people 
of  the  country  might  see  w hether  a majority  of  the 
house  were  not  opposed  to  the  principle  contained 
in  the  bill:  namely,  the  divorce  of  the  government 
and  banks.  He  knew  there  were  some  w ho  were 
in  favor  of  the  principle  of  this  measure,  but  who 
differed  as  to  details,  and  all  he  asked  was,  that  the 
country  might  be  properly  informed,  whether  there 
was,  or  was  not,  a majority  in  favor  of  the  principle 
which  he  had  referred  to.  On  this  subject,  he  must 
avail  himself  of  the  privilege  he  now  had  of  show- 
ing the  impression  attempted  to  be  made  on  the  peo- 
ofthe  “ Old  Dominion.”  A report  had  gone  forth, 
stating  that  there  were  fifteen  or  twenty  of  a ma- 
jority in  this  house  opposed  to  the  divorce.  Then, 
sir,  if  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  intends  that  the 
people  of  his  state  shall  be  fairly  informed  on  this 


important  subject,  let  the  question  be  brought  up 
fairly,  and  let  us  have  such  a vote  as  will  Irtily  test 
the  principle.  Do  this,  and  he  [Mr.  G.]  hud  no- 
thing to  fear;  and  so  far  as  it  was  concerned,  he 
hesitated  not  in  giving  it  as  his  clecidedopinion  that 
there  was  a majority  in  favor  of  a divorce  ol  govern- 
ment and  banks,  notwithstanding  all  that  had  been 
said  in  certain  papers  to  the  contrary. 

Mr.  Mercer  rose  to  order.  He  wished  to  know 
whether  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  were  perti- 
nent to  the  question  under  consideration. 

The  Chair  was  of  opinion  that  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  as  well  as  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
[Mr.  Patton,]  had  not  confined  themselves  strictly 
to  the  question  pending.  Mr.  Glasscock,  in  con- 
clusion, would  only  say  that  he  regretted  that  this 
motion  had  been  made,  as  it  was  an  evidence  of  un- 
fairness which  he  little  expected  from  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia.  He  should  renew  the  motion, 
as  he  had  pledged  himself  to  do  it,  but  he  did  it  with 
the  greatest  reluctance,  because  whatever  vote  was 
now  taken  could  not  be  considered  a fair  test  of  the 
question.  He  looked  upon  the  motion  as  an  act  of 
illiberality  towards  the  absent  members,  and  as  an 
act  of  injustice  to  the  states  and  districts  which 
were  now  unrepresented,  and  lrom  causes  well 
known  to  all.  Mr.  G.  then  renewed  the  motion  to 
lay  on  the  table.  Mr.  Mums  hoped  the  gentleman 
would  withdraw  this  motion,  so  that  his  remarks 
might  be  answered.  Mr.  Gluscock  said  he  would 
not  do  this,  unless  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  and 
others  agreed  to  have  it  withdrawn  for  a general 
discussion  of  the  subject.  Mr.  Cushman  called  for 
the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered.  Mr.  Fil- 
more  moved  a call  of  the  house,  which  was  ordeied. 

The  call  was  then  proceeded  in  for  some  time, 
when  Mr.  Cushman  moved  that  it  be  further  dis- 
pensed with. 

Mr.  Patton  said  he  hoped  the  motion  would  not 
prevail,  especially  after  the  very  rude  reply  of  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia,  and  the  allusions  in  w hich 
that  gentleman  had  indulged,  and  which  he  must 
pronounce  to  be  wholly  unfounded.  Mr.  Patton 
had  not  taken  the  least  pains  to  ascertain  w ho  were 
absent  and  who  were  present ; and  he  desired  the 
call  should  proceed  with  the  express  view  of  as- 
certaining who  were  absent;  and  if  it  should  be 
found  that  any  injustice  to  any  gentleman  would 
result  from  the  motion  he  had  made,  he  should  be 
entirely  willing  to  withdraw  it,  so  far  as  depended 
on  him,;  though  he  would  not  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  to  withdraw  it,  alter  the  rude  and 
uncourteous  reply  of  that  gentleman. 

Mr.  Duncan , with  some  emotion,  wanted  to  know 
why  others  could  not  have  withdrawn  it? 

Mr.  Pickens  said  that  he  hoped  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  ATew  Hampshire  (Mr.  Cushman) 
would  prevail.  This  could  not,  under  the  circum- 
stances, be  considered  as  a test  vote  on  the  gen- 
eral question. 

Mr.  Grennell  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  motion  to  suspend  further  proceeding  in  the 
call,  which,  being  taken,  were — Yeas  92,  nays 
94;  so  the  motion  was  negatived,  and  the  call  pro- 
ceeded. 

The  doors  of  the  house  were  closed. 

The  absentees  having  then,  in  part,  been  called, 
and  having  nearly  all  been  excused, 

Mr.  Harlan  moved  that  farther  proceedings  be 
suspended  ; which  was  agreed  to;  and  the  doors 
were  opened. 

The  question  was  thereupon  put  fiom  the  chair 
on  laying  the  senate’s  sub-treasury  bill  upon  the 
table,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative  by  yeas  and 
nays  as  follows  : 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adam's,  Alexander,  H.  Allen, 
J.W.  Allen,  Aycrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  W.  B. 
Calhoun,  J.  Calhoon,  Win.  B.  Campbell,  VV.  B.  Car- 
ter, Chambers,  Cheatham,  Childs,  Clark,  Corwin, 
Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Cushing,  Darlington, 
Deberry,  Dennis,  Dunn,  Evans,  Everett,  Ewing, 
R.  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  J.  Garland,  R.  Garland, 
Goode,  J.  Graham,  Wm.  Graham,  Graves,  Gray, 
Grennell,  Hall,  Halsted,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hastings, 
Hawes,  Henry,  Herod,  Hodman,  Hopkins,  II. 
Johnson,  W.  C.  Johnson,  Kilgore,  Lawler,  Lincoln. 
Lyon,  Mallory.  Marvin,  S.  Mason,  Maury,  May, 
Maxwell,  McKennan,  Menefee,  Mercer,  Milligan, 
Mitchell,  M.  Morris,  C.  Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes, 
Ogle,  Patterson,  Patton,  Peck,  Phillips,  Pope, 
Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed,  Ridgway,  Russell,  Saw- 
yer, Sergeant,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  C.  Shepard,  Shields, 
"Sibley,  Slade,  Smith,  Southgate,  Stanly,  Stuart, 
Stone,  Stratton,  Taliaferro,  Thompson,  Tillingbast, 
Toland,  Underwood,  A.  S.  White,  J.  White,  E. 
Whiltlesey,  L.  Willliams,  Sherrod  Williams,  C. 
H.  Williams,  Wise,  Yorke — 106. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Beatty,  Beirne,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Boon,  Brodhead  , 
Bronson,  Bruyn,  Bynum,  Cambreleng,  John  Camp- 
bell, Casey,  Cleveland,  Clownev,  Coles,  Connor, 
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Craig,  Crary,  Cushman,  Dawson,  Degratf,  Drotn- 
gool  i,  Duncan,  Elmore,  Farrington,  Fairfield,  Fos- 
ter, Gallup,  Glascock,  Grantland,  Grant,  Griffin, 
Haley,  Hammond,  Hamer,  Harrison,  Hawkins, 
Haynes,  Hulsey,  Howard,  Hubley,  R.  M.  T.  Hun- 
ter, Irrgham,  T.  B.  Jackson,  J.  Johnson,  N.  Jones, 
Keim,  Kemble,  Leg  ire,  Leadbetter,  Lewis,  Logan, 
J.  M.  Mason,  Martin,  McKay,  Robert  McClellan, 
A.  McClellan,  McClure,  Miller,  Montgomery, 
Moore,  Morgan,  S.  W.  Morris,  Murray,  Palmer, 
Parker,  Paynter,  Pennybacker,  Pheips,  Pickens, 
Plmner,  Potter,  Pratt,  Prentiss,  Rhett,  Richardson, 
Rives,  Robertson,  Sheff'er,  Sheplor,  Snyder,  Spen- 
cer, Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus,  Toucey,  Turner,  Vail, 
"Vanderveer,  Wagener,  Webster,  T.  T.  Whittlesey, 
J.  W.  Williams,  Worthington,  Yell — 98. 

So  the  bill  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Gray,  of  New  York,  gave  notice  of  a mo- 
tion to  reconsider  this  vote. 

Various  senate  bills  having  been  read  and  refer- 
red, and  several  house  bills  having  received  their 
third  reading  and  passed, 

The  house  went  into  committee  of  the  whole  on 
the  state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  Droingoole  in  the 
chair,)  when  Mr.  Cainbreleng  moved  the  consider- 
ation of  the  bill  directing  a transfer  of  moneys, 
unclaimed  by  pensioners,  to  the  treasury  ; which 
was  passed  through  committee  without  opposition, 
read  a third  time  in  the  house  and  passed. 

The  committee  then  took  up  the  military  appro- 
priation bill ; which  was  passed  through  commit- 
tee without  amendment,  and  reported  to  the 
house. 

The  house  then  adjourned. 

Wednesday , March  23.  A number  of  memorials 
were  presented  on  the  subject  of  the  late  duel,  and 
referred  to  the  select  committee  on  the  subject. 

Among  the  bills  reported  was  one  by  Mr.  Whitt- 
lesey, from  the  committee  on  claims,  to  establish  a 
board  of  commissioners  to  examine  and  decide  certain 
claims  against  the  United  Stales;  which  was  twice 
read,  referred  to  a committee  of  the  whole,  and  mate 
the  special  order  of  the  day  for  Friday  week’ 

After  some  business  of  minor  importance, 

Mr.  Bell,  from  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs, 
moved  that  that  committee  be  discharged  from  the 
consideration  of  the  memorial  of  John  Ross  and 
others,  remonstrating  against  the  Cherokee  treaty  of 
1836,  and  that  the  said  memorial  do  lie  upon  the 
table. 

After  a debate,  of  which  a brief  notice  is  neces- 
sarily deferred  to-day,  the  motion  of  Mr.  Bell  was 
agreed  to. 

The  residue  of  the  day  was  spent  in  consideration, 
in  committee  of  the  whole,  of  the  military  appropri- 
ation bill;  which  was  still  left  in  the  committee  of 
the  whole  when  the  committee  rose,  and 

The  house  adjouned. 

Thursday , March  29.  Messrs.  .Adams,  Birdsall, 
and  De  Graff,  presented  memorials  in  relation  to 
the  late  duel,  which  were  referred  to  the  select  eom- 
mi  tee  on  this  subject. 

Reports  of  committees  were  next  called  for,  when 
the  following,  among  others  were  presented. 

Mr.  Coles',  from  the  committee  on  military  af- 
fairs, reported  a bill  to  authorize,  fora  limited  time, 
two  additional  clerks  in  the  office  of  the  commis- 
sary general  of  subsistence;  and  against  the  reso- 
lution of  the  house  of  the  5th  instant,  relative  to 
assimilated  pay  ot  officers  of  the  army  and  navy. 

Mr.  Lincoln,  from  the  committee  on  the  public 
Buildings,  reported  a bill  providing  for  the  removal 
of  the  w’alls  of  the  treasury  building,  and  for  the 
erection  of  a fire-proof  building  for  the  post  office 
department. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Craig, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  revolutionary 
claims  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  placing  the  officers  of  the  United  States  navy, 
engaged  in  the  war  of  the  revolution,  on  the  same 
footing  in  respect  to  commutation,  bounty  land,  and 
half-pay,  with  the  officers  of  the  army  of  the  revo- 
lution. 

Mr.  Howard,  from  the  committee  on  foreign  af- 
fairs, moved  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  “to  provide  for  the  satis- 
faction of  claims  due  to  certain  American  citizens 
for  spoliations  committed  on  their  commerce  prior  to 
the  31st  of  July,  1301,”  be  taken  up  for  considera- 
tion at  the  hour  of  one  o’clock  on  Friday  and  Sa- 
turday, the  13th  and  14th  days  of  April  next. 

Mr.  Cnmbeeteng  opposed  the  resolution,  and 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  agreeing  to  it. 

After  a remark  or  two  from  Messrs.  Mercer  and 
Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  the  question  was  put, 
and  the  resolution  was  rejected  by  yeas  and  nays, 
as  follows,  viz.  Yeas  79,  nays  62,  (not  two-thirds.) 

Mr.  Lincoln  moved  that  the  bill  providing  for  the 
removal  of  the  walls  of  the  new  treasury  building, 
and  for  the  erection  of  a fire-proof  building  for  the 
post  office  department  on  the  site  of  that  recently 


destroyed  by  fire,  be  made  the  order  of  the  day  for 
Tuesday  next.  (The  bill  proposes  an  appropria- 
tion of  $150,000,  and  directs  the  use  of  the  old 
materials  in  the  construction  of  the  new  building.) 

Mr.  Cainbreleng  remonstrated,  and  Mr.  Lincoln 
modified  his  motion  so  as  to  refer  the  bill  to  the 
committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union; 
in  which  form  it  was  agreed  to. 

On  a motion  made  by  Mr.  Hoplcins,  of  Va.,  to 
reconsider  the  adoption  of  Mr.  Slade’s  resolution 
calling  on  the  land  office  for  certain  information 
touching  the  the  pre-emption  laws  and  the  sales  of 
lands  in  the  different  states  and  territories,  a brief 
discussion  arose,  in  which  Messrs.  Slade,  Hopkins, 
of  Va.,  Lyon,  of  Ala.,  Boor.,  of  Indiana,  and  Wil- 
liams, of  North  Carolina,  tooic  part.  In  the  course 
of  this  discussion — 

Mr.  Lyon,  of  Alabama,  said  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  of  the  house  on  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution  under  consideration  w’as  made  at  his  in- 
stance, and  he  would  state  the  reasons  why,  in  his 
opinion,  the  resolution,  in  its  present  form,  ought 
not  to  be  adopted.  If  the  mover  would  modify  it 
so  as  to  call  for  the  aggregate  quantity  of  land  dis- 
posed of  under  the  several  pre-emption  laws,  he 
would  willingly  vote  for  it.  But  if  thecall  is  made 
so  as  to  require  a report  of  the  particular  quantity 
disposed  of  in  each  state  and  territory  under  each 
one  of  the  several  pre-emption  laws  heretofore  pass- 
ed, it  would,  in  his  judgment,  impose  unnecessary 
labor  upon  the  land  office,  and  interfere  with  the 
disposition  of  other  more  important  matters  of  busi- 
ness. 

He  had  no  objection  whatever  to  a ful.  report 
upon  each  and  all  the  branches  of  inquiry  embraced 
in  the  resolution;  but  he  could  see  no  reason  for 
requiring  information  a1  to  the  particular  quantity 
of  laud  disposed  of  under  each  of  the  several  laws, 
embracing  a period  of  15  or  20  years.  He  suppos- 
ed the  object  of  the  mover  would  be  attained  by  a 
report  showing  the  aggregate  quantity  sold  under 
the  pre-emption  system  since  it  was  commenced, 
but  if  the  report  is  to  designate  the  particular  quan- 
tity under  each  law,  an  examination  would  have  to 
be  gone  into  of  the  returns  made  by  registers  and 
receivers  for  many  years  past,  and  he  was  convinc- 
ed that  this  examination  would  require  much  timp 
andoccnpy  a large  number  of  the  clerks  ofthe  office, 
to  the  exclusion  of  other  necessary  business.  Ali 
the  pre-emption  laws,  he  believed,  granted  to  set- 
tlers the  same  quantity  of  land  160  acres,  and  he 
saw  no  particular  benefit  to  result  from  the  labor 
and  delay  necessary  to  ascertain  the  quantity  sold 
vnder  each  law.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  vote  of 
the  house  would  be  considered,  and  he  resolution 
modified. 

He  said  a call  had  already  been  made  for  iifor- 
mation  as  to  the  quantity  of  public  and  heretofore 
sold,  the  quantity  remaining  unsold  in  each  state 
and  territory,  &c.  and  his  only  object  w is  that  the 
present  call  should  be  confined  to  necessary  infor- 
mation, and  he  believed  a report  showing  the  quan- 
tity of  land  sold  under  the  pre-emption  system,  and 
the  quantity  disposed  of  under  the  auction  system, 
would  be  sufficient  for  all  useful  purposes.  He  said 
his  constituents  had  complained,  in  some  instan- 
ces, ot  the  delay  which  had  occurred  in  issuing 
their  patents,  and  in  transacting  other  matters  of 
business,  in  which  they  were  interested,  at  the 
general  land  office  ; and  if  such  calls  as  the  one 
embraced  by  the  resolution  before  the  house  are 
made,  requiring,  as  he  thought,  unnecessary  detail, 
there  would  be  still  greater  delay  in  transacting 
the  ordinary  and  necessary  business  of  the  office. 
For  this  reason  alone  he  desired  the  resolution  to 
be  modified. 

The  resolution  was  opposed  on  the  ground  ofthe 
vast  amount  of  labor  required  by  the  resolution  to 
no  valuable  purpose.  An  answer  to  this  call  would, 
of  itself  alone,  occupy  the  whole  force  of  the  land 
office  more  than  two  months. 

Mr.  Slade  advocated  it  as  necessary  to  expose 
the  system  which  was  growing  up  in  the  manage- 
ment of  our  public  lands,  anil  whereby  the  sales  of 
land  were  likely  to  be  in  the  end,  wholly  superse- 
ded by  the  pre-emption  laws. 

The  reconsideration  did  not  prevail. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  obedience  to  the 
resolution  ot  the  24th  inst,  relative  to  the  treasury 
notes,  &c.  Of  the  contents  of  this  letter,  the  fol- 
lowing is  an  abstract: 

Amount  of  notes  issued  on  the  24th 
instant  was  $7,1I6,63S  75 

Amount  received  in  payment  of 
public  dups  to  24th  instant  3,241,000 

Amount  of  moneys  received  on  ac- 
count of  customs  during  last 
quarter  of  1837  was  2,115,958  78 

On  account  of  public  lands,  same 
time  * 901,857  99 


Amount  of  moneys  on  account  of 
customs,  first  quarter  of  the  pre- 
sent year,  ubont 

On  acconnt  of  public  lands,  same 
time 

Whole  amount  of  money  in  the 
treasury  available  is,  nominally 
But  deducting  $592,212,  which 
belongs  to  certain  trust  funds,  and 
400,000,  which  is  deposired  in  the 
mint,  and  the  balance  available  is 


2,560,000 
3S4,S60 
2,299,544  03 

1,307,332  03 


The  bouse  then  again  went  into  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  Droingoole 
in  the  chair,)  on 

The  bill  having  been  gone  through  in  the  course 
of  the  sitting,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  and  was  read  a third  time,  passed,  and 
sent  the  senate  lor  concurrence. 

The  house  began  on  the  navy  appropriation  bill, 
and  occupied  the  remainder  ofthe  day’s  sitting  up- 
on it. 

The  question  pending  when  Ihe  house  adjourned 
was  upon  a motion  of  Mr.  Montgomery,  of  North 
Carolina,  to  recommit  the  bill  lor  the  purpose  of 
striking  out  so  much  of  it  as  proposes  appropria- 
tions for  the  expenses  of  the  exploring  expedition. 
In  the  course  of  debate  on  this  motion,  Mr.  Wise 
intimated  a purpose  to  move  such  amendments  as 
would  convert  the  exploring  squadron  into  a squad- 
ron for  coast  survey. 

And  then  the  house  adjourned. 


CHRONICLE. 

Villainy  Extra.  The  Detroit  Daily  Advertiser  of 
the  12th  inst.  states  that  on  the  Saturday  evening 
preceding,  a number  of  vagabonds  thought  proper 
to  amuse  themselves  by  firing  muskets  and  pistols 
at  the  town  or  village  of  Windsor,  on  the  Canada 
side,  from  which  the  fire  was  returned.  Governor 
Mason  was  quickly  on  the  spot,  and  brought  the 
folly  to  a close.  Whether  any  mischief  was  done 
at  Windsor  was  not  known.  Some  of  the  balls 
fired  there,  struck  the  buildings  on  the  Detroit  side. 
We  do  not  find  that  any  body  was  arrested. 

The  Republic  of  Hayti  owes  France  60,000,000 
francs,  as  indemnity  money,  which  it  has  agreed  to 
pay  at  the  rate  of  about  1,500  francs  a year.  A 
treaty  to  this  effect  has  been  recently  concluded. 

The  bill  abolishing  lotteries  has  passed  the  legis- 
lature of  Louisiana,  received  the  signature  of  the 
governor,  and  thus  becomes  a law. 

The  governor  of  Louisiana  has  appointed  Wm. 
C.  Claiborne,  esq.  secretary  of  state,  in  place  of 
Martin  Blache,  resigned. 

Norfolk,  March  26.  Arrival  of  the  United  Stales 
Schooner  Shark.  The  United  States  schooner 
Shark,  lieu t.  commandant  Pearson,  from  the  Medi- 
terranean via  St.  Thomas,  arrived  yesterday  morn- 
ing. 

The  Shark  left  Mahon  the  24th  of  December, 
Malaga  13th  January,  Gibraltar  21st  January, Ten- 
eriffe  8th  February,  and  St.  Thomas  8th  Maich. 

The  United  States  frigate  Constitution,  com- 
modore Elliott,  was  at  Mahon  when  the  Shark 
sailed.  The  United  States,  captain  Wilkinson, 
was  at  Cadiz,  January  19.  All  well. 

We  learn  from  Norfolk,  that  the  destination  of 
the  United  States  ship  Columbia,  com.  Read,  has 
been  changed.  She  will  proceed  to  the  Mediter- 
ranean instead  of  the  East  Indies  ; the  Constitu- 
tion, com.  Elliot,  it  is  said,  will  return  to  the  United 
Slates. 

The  Richmond  Enquirer,  of  Tuesday,  says  : 
“The  house  of  delegates  made  two  more  steps 
yesterday. — They  passed  a bill,  for  approprialing 
3-5ths  of  $1,200,000  to  make  a railroad  from  Fied- 
ericksburg  to  Alexandria— that  grpat  and  essential 
link  in  the  chain,  which  will  extend  from  Georgia 
to  Maine.  They  also  ordered  the  bill  for  estab- 
lishing the  great  south-western  railroad,  to  be  en- 
grossed.” 

Imprisonment  for  debt.  The  lower  house  of  the 
Ohio  legislature  has  passed  to  a third  reading,  by 
a vote  of  56  to  6,  a bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for 

debt. 

* 

The  house  of  delegates  of  the  legislature  of 
Maryland,  by  a vote  of  55  to  14,  has  passed  a sim- 
ilar measure. 

Maine.  John  D.  McCrate,  esq.  of  Wiscasset, 
has  been  nominated  by  the  democratic  republicans 
of  Lincoln,  as  a candidate  to  fill  the  vacancy  occa- 
sioned by  the  death  of  Mr.  Gilley. 

Isaac  L.  Variun  has  been  nominated  as  the 
whig  candidate  ofthe  “ Democratic ” party  for  the 
office  of  Mayor  of  New  York. 
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$3“  The  present  sheet  contains  the  largest  portion 
of  Mr.  Webster’s  second  speech  on  the  sub-treasury 
bill.  It  will  be  concluded  in  our  next. 

IK?*  The  lion.  Isaac  McKirn,  a member  of  the  house 
of  representatives  from  the  state  of  Maryland,  died 
at  his  lodgings,  in  this  city,  on  Sunday  morning  last. 
Air.  McKim  was  a native  and  resident  of  the  city  of 
Baltimore,  and  one  of  her  most  worthy,  active  and 
enterprising  merchants.  His  commercial  enterprises 
were  eminently  successful,  and  he  dispensed  his 
great  wealth  with  the  most  enlightened  liberality  : 
ami  especially  in  the  erection  and  endowment  of  one 
of  the  most  beautiful  and  permanent  free  schools  in 
this  or  any  other  country. 

His  remains  were  interred  in  Baltimore  on  Tues- 
day last,  to  which  city  they  were  accompanied  by 
the  committee  of  the  house  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  a large  number  of  representatives  and  sen- 
ators. The  public  authorities  of  Baltimore  and  the 
citizens  generally,  paid  every  respect  to  his  memory, 
and  all  seemed  impressed  with  the  great  loss  that 
community  has  sustained  by  his  death. 

Mb.  Veazey,  governorof  Maryland,  was  in  Balti- 
more on  Thursday'  last,  on  his  way  to  his  residence 
in  Cecil  county.  Whilst  in  Baltimore  he  received 
official  information  from  the  speaker  of  the  house  of 
representatives  of  the  death  of  Mr.  McKim;  and,  as 
we  learn  from  the  Patriot,  he  has  decided  to  issue  his 
proclamation  for  a new  election  at  the  earliest  prac- 
ticable period — probably',  as  early  as  the  25th  inst. 

OCf-Mr.  Poinsett,  secretary  of  war,  has  been 
extremely  ill  for  several  days  past ; but  it  gives  us 
great  pleasure  to  state  that  he  is  now  better  and  that 
hopes  are  entertained  of  his  recovery. 

CCrGeneral  Scott  is  still  in  this  city'.  General  Gaines 
arrived  at  New  Orleans  on  the  I3th  ult.  in  the  steam 
boat  Alton  from  St.  Louis. 

(Kj-The  late  Edward  D.  Bangs,  who  for  many 
years  has  filled  the  office  of  secretary  of  state  in 
Massachusetts,  died  recently  at  his  residence  in 
Worcester. 

{jtJ-The  general  appropriation  bill  was  finally 
passed  on  Thursday  last,  and,  having  been  signed  by' 
the  president,  has  become  a law'. 

Treasury  Department,  April  2d,  1838. 

The  treasury  notes  issued  up  to  the  1st  instant, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  congress  of  the 
12th  of  October,  1S37,  amount  to  $7,467,349  72. 

It  appears  by'  the  returns,  made  up  to  the  same  pe- 
riod, that  there  had  been  received  for  duties  and 
lands,  and  in  payment  of  debts,  about  $3,500,000. 

Levi  Woodbury,  Sec’y.  of  the  Treasury. 

Connecticut.  The  annual  election  took  place 
in  this  state  on  Monday  last.  The  New  Haven 
Herald  contains  returns  from  all  the  counties  in  the 
state,  which  show  the  following  results. 


(Whig. ) 

(V.  B.) 

Whig 

Ellsworth. 

Beers. 

Majoriti 

Hartlord  county, 

4486 

2870 

1616 

New  London  co. 

3068 

2091 

977 

Windham  counly, 

2409 

1755 

654 

Tolland  county, 

1376 

1214 

163 

New  Haven  county, 

3399 

2624 

775 

Fairfield  county, 

2604 

1608 

S96 

Middlesex  county. 

1000 

1009 

9 

Litchfield  counly. 

3271 

2775 

496 

Whig  majority, 

55S5 

[In  1837,  the  aggregate  vote  for  governor  was 
23,805  for  the  Van  Buren  candidate,  and  21,508  for 
the  whig  candidate.] 

Senate. — Last  year  the  senate  was  composed  of 
seven  whigs  and  fourteen  Van  Buren  senators.  The 
senate  of  1838  will  consist  of  twenty  whig  senators 
and  one  Van  Buren  senator. 

House  of  Representatives.—  Last  year  the  house 
consisted  of  72  whirrs,  140  Van  Burenites— 2 vacan- 
cies 214  in  all.  1 his  year,  it  is  stated,  more  than 
two-thirds  of  the  house  will  be  wdiigs. 

Gen.  Wm.  H.  Ashley,  one  of  the  most  distinguished 
citizens  of  Missouri,  died  at  his  residence  on  the 
Lambic,  eight  miles  bom  Boonsville,  on  the  26th  ult. 

Vor..  LIV— Sic.  6. 


Ex-sheriff  Parkins,  who  entered  upon  his  seventy- 
first  year  a few  days  since,  has  been  unconditionally 
discharged  (from  prison.  Five  long  years  he  has 
spent  in  Bridewell,  in  the  debtors’  ward,  for  reasons 
which  will  soon  appear  from  his  published  statement. 
The  publication,  will  be  looked  for  with  much  inter- 
est, which  we  shall  not  forestall  or  anticipate,  as  it 
is  already  in  pre«s.  One  thing  is  certain — he  will 
now  make  his  version  of  the  story  heard.  [ N Y.  Sun. 

Anton  Bollermaxn  has  been  appointed  consul 
of  the  grand  duke  of  Hesse,  for  the  port  of  New 
York,  and  has  been  recognized  as  such  by  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States. 

* The  Army  and  Navy  Chronicle  states,  that  the  re- 
port that  the  destination  of  the  frigate  Columbia,  from 
the  East  Indies  to  the  Mediterranean,  is  unfounded, 
and  that  she  will  shortly  sail,  in  company  with  the 
John  Adams,  for  her  original  destination. 

Philadelphia  Banks.  The  Philadelphia  U.  S. 
Gazette  of  Thursday  says: — “ We  understand  that 
the  banks  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  districts 
have  unanimously  decided  that  it  is  inexpedient  to 
send  delegates  to  the  adjourned  meetingat  New  York 
of  the  bank  convention,  on  the  Ilthof  this  month.” 

The  Suffolk  bank  of  Boston  has  issued  the  follow- 
ing circular: 

At  a meeting  of  the  directors  of  the  Suffolk  bank, 
held  at  1 o’clock,  P.  M.  on  Saturday,  31st  March, 
1838,  it  was 

Voted,  That  it  is  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the 
board  that  it  is  inexpedient  for  the  banks  in  Boston 
to  resume  specie  payments,  unless  the  banks  in  New 
York  and  Philadelphia  will  resume  at  the  same  time. 

Voted,  That  the  cashier  be  requested  to  furnish 
the  delegates  appointed  to  attend  the  convention,  to 
be  held  at  New  York  on  the  11th  proximo,  with 'a 
copy  of  the  foregoing  vote,  ami  to  send  a copy  of  the 
same  to  each  of  the  banks  in  this  city. 

(Signed)  J.  C.  Brewer,  cashier. 

The  Richmond  Enquirer  states  that  the  presidents 
of  the  Richmond  banks  will  attend  the  bank  con- 
vention to  be  held  in  New  York  on  the  11th  instant. 
The  same  paper  adds  that  “ there  is  every  reason  to 
believe  the  convention  will  fix  upon  some  certain 
day  for  resumption.  Perhaps  it  will  not  be  as  early 
as  the  banks  of  New  York  have  specified — possibly, 
it  may  be  some  months  later,  See.” 

The  Mandamus.  In  conformity  with  the  deci- 
sion of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States  in  the 
case  of  Stockton  & Stokes  relators,  against  the  post- 
master general,  a writ  of  mandamus  was  on  Friday 
last,  issued  by  the  circuit  court  for  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, returnable  on  Tuesday  the  3d  inst.  To  that 
writ,  return  was  made  to  the  court  on  Tuesday,  by 
the  following  endorsement  upon  the  copy  of  the  writ 
served  upon  the  postmaster  general : 

Post  Office  Department,  April  3,  1838. 

Having  communicated  the  aw'ards  of  the  solicitor 
of  the  treasury,  referred  to  in  the  within  writ,  to  the 
auditor  of  the  treasury,  for  the  post  office  department, 
who  has  the  legal  custody  of  the  books  in  which  the 
accounts  of  this  department  are  kept,  I have  received 
from  him  official  information  that  the  balance  of  said 
awards,  viz.  thirty-nine  thousand  four  hundred  and 
seventy-two  dollars  and  forty-seven  cents,  (39,472 
47,)  has  been  entered  to  the  credit  of  the  claimants 
on  said  books. 

Amos  Kendall,  postmaster  general. 

This  being  read  in  court — 

Mr.  R.  S.  Coxe,  for  the  plaintiffs,  gave  notice  that 
he  should  on  the  following  day  move  to  quash  the 
return  as  unsatisfactory  and  insufficient. 

[In  the  course  of  the  day  the  plaintiffs  received  at 
the  treasury  the  principal  amount  of  the  award  made 
under  the  act  of  congress,  by  the  solicitor  of  the  trea- 
sury. So,  to  this  extent,  the  act  of  congress,  and  the 
(iecree  of  the  circuit  court,  affirmed  by  the  supreme 
court,  have  at  length  been  carried  into  effect,  though 
not  respected,  as  it  was  the  duty  of  the  postmaster 
general,  in  common  with  all  other  good  and  orderly 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  to  have  respected;  first 
the  act  of  congress;  secondly,  the  mandamus  of  the 
circuit  court;  and,  thirdly,  the  decision  of  the  high- 
est judicial  tribunal.] 

Yesterday,  in  accordance  with  the  notice  given, 
Mr.  Coxe  made  a motion  to  quash  the  return  upon 
the  writ  of  mandamus  against  the  postmaster  general. 


The  manner  of  the  return,  Mr.  C.  argued  (in  sup- 
porting this  motion)  was  a gross  contempt  of  court ; 
for  the  postmaster  general  puts  himself,  in  his  reply 
to  the  writ,  on  the  very  ground  over-ruled  by  this 
court,  and  abandoned  by  his  owm  counsel  before  the 
supreme  court.  The  court,  he  said,  could  hardly 
consider  the  return  sufficient,  without  admitting  that 
the  postmaster  general  was  right  in  his  original 
ground,  and  that  the  court  was  wrong  in  deciding 
against  it.  That  the  tenor  of  this  reply  on  the  part  of 
the  postmaster  general  was  entirely  inconsistent  with 
his  own  previous  action ; for  that  when  the  award  of 
the  solicitor  of  the  treasury,  under  the  act  of  congress, 
first  came  into  his  hands,  he  undertook  to  give  in- 
structions how,  and  to  what  extent,  the  award  should 
be  executed  by  the  auditor,  and  it  W'as  not  until  a 
fortnight  after  the  decision  of  the  supreme  court  in 
the  case,  that  he  found  out  he  bad  nothing  to  do  with 
it,  and  that  the  auditor  had  exclusive  control  over  it. 
Mr.  C.  further  suggested  that,  with  regard  to  this 
matter,  the  postmaster  general  had  not  certified  any 
one  thing  which  the  writ  of  mandamus  required  him 
to  certify.  This,  however,  he  said,  was  a matter  for 
the  court  itself  to  decide  upon,  in  which  the  relators 
had  no  interest,  further  than  to  see  the  dignity  of  the 
court  sustained. 

On  the  part  of  the  relators,  he  maintained  that  in 
point  of  substance  the  return  was  wholly  insufficient 
because,  it  had  been  now  only  certified  that  a bal- 
ance was  due  which  had  been  reported  to  be  due 
sixteen  or  seventeen  months  ago,  say  in  November, 
1836.  The  award  made  by  the  solicitor  comprehen- 
ded the  interest  due  on  the  balance  up  to  the  date  of 
the  award.  .The  postmaster  general  objected  to  the 
award  of  the  solicitor,  that  he  had  transcended  the 
authority  of  the  act  of  congress,  and  one  of  the  spe- 
cific objections  was  the  allowing  of  interest  on  these 
claims.  This  court,  by  deciding  that  the  solicitor 
had  not  transcended  his  jurisdiction,  and  the  supreme 
court  by  the  unanimous  adoption  of  the  same  doc- 
trine, had  decided  that  the  plaintifls  were  entitled  to 
interest,  and,  consequently,  the  payments  that  have 
bpen  made,  including  interest  only  to  November, 
1836,  are  payments  on  account,  and  not  in  full  com- 
pliance with  the  writ  of  mandamus. 

For  these  and  other  reasons,  Mr.  Coxe  moved  to 
quash  the  return  as  insufficient. 

The  court  took  time  to  consider  the  motion. 

[IVaf.  Intel,  of  Thursday. 

Gen.  Scott.  The  Toronto  Patriot  contains  a 
copy  of  a despatch  from  sir  Francis  B.  Head,  written 
previous  to  his  departure  from  Upper  Canada,  to  the 
British  minister  at  Washington.  The  intemperate 
spirit  it  displays  will,  we  are  convinced,  be  properly 
rebuked  by  his  government,  the  prime  minister,  lord 
Melbourne,  having  already  found  it  necessary,  in  the 
house  of  lords,  to  plead  in  extenuation  of  the  lan- 
guage of  a former  communication  of  sir  Francis 
Head,  his  fondness  for  an  epigrammatic  style  of  wri- 
ting. It  is  not  required  of  us  to  defend  the  conduct 
of  gen.  Scott  against  the  censures  of  a foreigner. 
The  approval  of  his  country,  which  it  has  and  ever 
had,  will  be  all-sufficient  for  him;  we  therefore  con- 
fine ourselves,  in  this  respect,  to  the  publication  of 
the  following  from  the  pen  of  the  gallant  col.  Worth 
[IV.  Y.  Courier  and  Enquirer. 

“ The  Toronto  Patriot,  of  the  23d  instant,  publish- 
es a letter  from  his  excellency  the  late  lieutenant  go- 
vernor of  Upper  Canada,  to  the  minister  of  the  Bri- 
tish government,  at  Washington,  in  which  the  actions 
of  major  general  Scott,  during  his  personal  superin- 
tendence of  the  military  operations  on  the  frontier, 
recently  made  in  aid  of  the  civil  authorities,  and  in 
support  of  the  law's,  are  severely  criticised,  and  the 
motives  of  that  distinguished  officer  called  in  ques- 
tion. 

“ In  the  same  remarkable  paper,  his  excellency  is 
pleased  to  contrast  and  commend  the  acts  of  another 
officer,  in  connexion  with  the  same  service,  who  of 
all  men  in  this  country,  must  derive  the  most  pain 
from  so  unjust  and  unnaiural  a position. 

“ Having  this  moment,  and  for  the  first  time,  seen 
the  letter  of  his  excellency,  that  officer,  while  he 
volunteers  no  defence  of  conduct,  on  the  part  of  his 
distinguished  commander,  which  is  so  far  from  need- 
ing one,  deems  it  due  to  truth,  to  justice,  and  to  his 
personal  honor,  to  say,  that  what  his  excellency  has 
been  pleased  to  visit  with  his  commendation,  was  the 
mere  and  literal  performance,  by  a subaltern,  of  the 
precise  orders  of  his  chief,  major  general  Scott.” 

“ Astor  House,  N.  F.,  29 th  March,  1838.” 
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From  the  Globe  of  Monday  night,  the  26 th  ult. 

THE  BILL  FOR  AN  INDEPENDENT  TREA- 
SURY. 

The  important  bill  to  render  the  treasury  inde- 
pendent of  banks  passed  to-day  by  a majority  of 
two  votes. 

We  regret  to  see  that  it  lost  some  of  its  warmest 
supporters,  in  consequence  of  one  or  two  amend- 
ments, which  were  introduced  before  the  vote  was 
taken. 

In  order  that  the  community  may  understand 
the  effect  of  those  amendments,  and  the  provisions 
of  the  bill  as  it  now  stands,  a few  explanatory  re- 
marks may  be  useful. 

When  most  of  the  banks  in  the  country,  last 
spring  suspended  specie  payments,  and  thus  with- 
held the  public  money,  a separation  of  the  keeping 
of  that  money  in  future  from  the  use  and  discounts 
of  the  banks  appeared  to  have  become  indispen- 
sable, not  only  for  its  safety,  but  for  the  prompt, 
efficient,  and  faithful  payment  of  the  public  credi- 
tors. 

This  was  the  leading  object  to  be  attained.  The 
bill  reported  last  September,  at  the  special  session, 
applied  to  this  purpose  alone.  It  provided  lor  a 
total  divorce  between  the  treasury  and  the  banks, 
so  far  as  regarded  the  use  of  the  public  money,  and 
there  stopped. 

Another  desirable  object  to  be  attained  was  an 
improvement  in  the  currency,  as  well  as  in  the 
mode  of  keeping  theipublic  money. 

Many  were  anxious  to  increase  still  more  the 
specie  portion  of  it,  and  in  order  to  effect  that 
gradually  and  extensively,  to  introduce  legal  pro- 
visions, rendering  it  imperative,  in  time,  to  receive 
only  specie  in  payment  of  all  public  dues. 

This  would  leave  the  states  and  individuals  to 
continue  to  receive  what  they  deemed  proper,  but 
would  take  away  the  discretion  before  exercised 
by  the  public  officers  of  the  general  government, 
under  the  acts  of  congress  of  1789  and  1820,  as  well 
as  the  joint  resolution  of  1816,  to  receive  bank 
paper  when  deemed  safe. 

Accordingly,  Mr.  Calhoun,  instead  of  offering  a 
separate  bill  for  that  object,  moved  an  amendment 
to  the  bill  for  keeping  the  public  money,  which 
directed  that  the  kind  of  money  received  should, 
in  time,  be  specie  alone. 

This  amendment  then  prevailed  in  the  senate; 
but  the  bill,  so  amended,  was  laid  on  the  table,  and 
not  acted  on  finally  in  the  house  of  representatives. 

At  this  session  the  committee  reported  the  bill, 
incorporating  into  it  a clause  similartothat  amend- 
ment, instead  of  leaving  it  to  be  offered  as  an 
amendment,  or  leaving  the  kind  of  money  to  be 
legislated  on  in  a separate  bill.  The  senate  have 
now  stricken  that  provision  out. 

This  leaves  the  bill,  on  principle,  as  it  originally 
stood  in  September,  when  first  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee. It  is  confined  entirely  to  the  safe-keeping 
of  the  public  money,  or  to  the  divorce  between  the 
treasury  and  banks. 

The  only  exception  to  this  remark  is  a new 
amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Webster,  requiring  that 
the  same  kind  of  money  shall  be  received  for  all 
public  dues,  but  not  prescribing  what  that  kind  of 
money  shall  be.  That  is  left  to  the  former  laws 
and  resolutions  of  congress — construed,  as  they 
always  have  been,  by  the  executive,  the  treasury, 
the  United  States  Bank,  and  the  attorney  general, 
that  it  must  be  specie;  except  where  congress  has 
otherwise  directed  as  to  treasury  notes,  or  United 
States  bank  notes,  and  where,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
executive  or  the  treasury  department,  some  other 
medium  was  safe,  and  equivalent  to  specie. 

We  are  free  to  say,  that,  in  regard  to  this  last 
topic,  our  own  views  are,  that  too  much  discretion 
is  now  confided  to  the  executive,  and  that  congress 
would  act  wisely  to  further  limit  and  regulate  that 
discretion. 

We  think  there  was  much  soundness  in  general 
Jackson’s  objections  to  Mr.  Rives’s  bill  on  this 
point  in  1837:  that  it  did  not^explicitly  state  whether 
the  choice  as  to  the  payment  of  bank  notes  or  spe- 
cie was  to  be  given  to  the  debtor,  and  thus  the 
treasury  be  obliged  to  take,  in  Missouri,  the  bank 
notes  of  Delaware,  though  at  such  a distance,  and 
much  under  par;  or  to  be  given  to  the  public  offi- 
cer, and  he  be  required  to  take  bank  notes  only 
when  at  par  where  offered,  and  when  convertible 
into  specie  without  discount  or  delay. 

Such,  only,  in  our  humble  opinion,  should  have 
been  any  new  regulation,  as  to  bank  notes.  Such, 
and  going  further  in  future,  and  in  gradual  propor- 
tions, until  the  public  dues  are  all  conducted  in  a 
constitutional  currency,  we  hope  will  be  some  new 
legislation  at  the  present  session,  in  a separate  bill, 
or  in  connection  with  some  other  appropriate  act. 
We  know  that  inherent  difficulties  and  differences 
Of  opinion  exist  on  this  point.  We  are  charitable 


to  others  who  disagree,  and  ask  only  a like  courtesy 
in  return. 

As  specie  was  not,  by  Mr.  Calhoun’s  amend- 
ment, required  absolutely  to  be  taken  at  all  till 
1838,  and  then  only  in  gradual  proportions  for  five 
or  six  years,  there  is  still  ample  time  to  legislate 
in  favor  of  this  or  some  similar  measure  at  the  pre- 
sent or  the  next  session. 

The  mode  of  effecting  the  object  is  of  little  con- 
sequence, compared  with  the  importance  of  the 
object  itself. 

But  we  sincerely  hope  that  it  will  in  due  season 
be  effected.  We  trust  that  a larger  portion  of  spe- 
cie will  gradually  and  inflexibly  be  required  in 
public  payments.  We  have  no  doubtit  would  ope- 
rate in  a salutary  manner  on  the  whole  currency 
of  the  country,  and  essentially  tend  to  prevent  over- 
issues and  explosions. 

The  bill,  as  it  now  stands,  reaches  and  cures  one 
evil — the  unnatural  and  injurious  connection  be- 
tween the  money  in  the  treasury  and  the  private 
loans  of  the  banks.  It  is  very  perfect  in  that  re- 
spect, and  allows  no  special  deposites  to  be  made, 
except  in  specie  or  treasury  notes.  Frequent  set- 
tlements with  the  banks  of  any  of  their  notes  taken, 
and  not  soon  paid  out,  would  tend  to  check  ex- 
cesses, and  will  doubtless  be  the  practice. 

But,  with  all  due  respect  to  the  views  of  others 
from  whom  we  have  the  misfortune  to  differ,  we 
should  be  happy  to  see  more  specie  in  use,  impera- 
tively required  by  express  law.  We  like  the  hon- 
est face  of  an  eagle  or  half-eagle,  and  even  of  old 
Mr.  Nathaniel  Macon’s  favorite  silver  dollar. 

We  trust  more  will  be  done  on  this  point,  either 
in  a separate  bill,  or  by  an  amendment  to  some 
other  bill,  before  congress  adjourns. 

Much  will  be  gained  by  accomplishing  one  great 
object — the  independent  keeping  of  the  public 
money.  We  feel  gratified  at  the  prospect  of  suc- 
cess in  that,  and  are  not  inclined  to  under-estimate 
or  reject  one  blessing,  as  to  an  independent  trea- 
sury, because  we  are  unable  to  obtain  another,  at 
the  same  moment,  in  respect  to  the  currency. 

But  this  other  we  have  no  doubt  will  be  obtained 
soon,  if  not  at  this  session.  Public  sentiment  is 
aroused,  and  is,  u7e  believe,  sound  on  that,  as  well 
as  on  the  independent  treasury.  Whatever  obstacles 
may  be  interposed  by  the  managementof  interested 
politicians  out  of  doors,  or  whatever  honest  doubts 
may  be  entertained  as  to  the  people’s  views  by  any 
of  their  representatives  in  either  house,  we  can  see 
a tide  swelling  over  the  whole  country,  and  gradu- 
ally reaching  every  hill  and  valley,  in  favor  of  a 
sound  and  constitutional  currency.  The  public  are 
sick  to  the  heart  of  paper— paper — mere  paper. 
They  abhor  depreciations  and  the  whole  race  of 
shin-plasters,  and  want  something  solid,  valuable 
and  safe. 

SUPPOSED  SUB-TREASURY  VOTE  IN  1835. 
Correction  of  error  in  the  Globe  of  March  22,  1838. 

In  the  house  of  representatives,  March  23.  Mr. 
Hall,  of  Vermont,  having  obtained  leave  of  the 
house,  sent  to  the  chair  the  Globe  of  last  evening 
(March  22)  from  which  the  clerk  read  as  follows: 

“On  the  11th  February,  1835,  when  the  bill  re- 
ported by  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  for 
regulating  the  deposite  of  the  money  of  the  United 
States  in  certain  local  banks  was  before  the  house 
of  representatives,  Mr.  Robertson  moved  that  the 
bill  be  recommitted,  with  instructions  to  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means  so  to  amend  the  same  as 
to  dispense  with  the  agency  or  instrumentality  of 
banks  in  the  fiscal  operations  of  the  government. 

“In  favor  of  this  motion  the  votes  of  the  follow- 
ing gentlemen  are  recorded  on  the  journal  (page 
359)  in  the  affirmative: 

“Messrs.  JohnQ.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  John  J. 
Allen,  Chilton  Allan,  Archer,  Ashley,  Banks,  Bar- 
ber, Barnitz,  Barringer,  Bates,  Baylies,  Beale, 
Beatty,  Bell,  Binney,  Briggs,  Burges,  Campbell, 
Chambers,  Chilton,  Claiborne,  Clarke,  Clayton, 
Corwin,  Crane,  Crocket, Darlington,  Davis, Daven- 
port, Deberry,  Denny,  Dickson,  Evans,  Everett, 
Ewing,  Filmore,  Foster,  Gamble,  Garland,  Ghol- 
son,  Gordon,  Gorham,  Grayson,  Grennell,  Griffin, 
Hiland  Hall,  Hard,  Hardin,  Harper,  Hazeltine. 
Heath,  Hiester,  William  Jackson,  Ebenezer  Jack- 
son,  Janes,  Henry  Johnson,  Seaborn  Jones, Letcher, 
Lewis,  Lincoln,  Love,  Martindale,  Marshal,  Me- 
Comas,  McKennan,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Miner, 
Moore,  Phillips,  Pickens,  Potts,  Reed,  Robertson, 
William  B.  Shepard,  Slade,  Spangler,  Steele,  Wil- 
liam P.  Taylor,  Tompkins,  Trumbull,  Tweedy, 
Yance,  Vinton,  Watmough,  Wilde,  Williams,  Wil- 
son, Wise,  and  Young.” 

Mr.  Hall  said  he  would  not  ask  for  the  further 
reading  of  the  paragraph.  The  article  proceeded 
to  state  that  the  gentlemen  whose  names  had  just 
been  read,  himself  among  the  number,  having  thus, 
in  1835,  voted  in  favor  of  dispensing  with  the 


agency  of  banks  in  the  fiscal  operations  of  the  gov- 
ernment, were  now,  in  1838,  opposing  a measure  of 
the  same  character;  and  then  followed  a disserta- 
tion upon  “federal  patriotism,”  “federal  consist- 
ency,”  &c.  &c.  with  which  it  was  unnecessary  to 
trouble  the  house.  Mr.  H.  said  a statement  simi- 
lar to  that  in  the  Globe  had  been  published  in  some 
of  the  papers  in  his  own  state,  and  his  object  now  \ 
was  to  set  the  matter  right  before  his  constituents' 
and  the  country.  He  never  did,  on  that  or  any 
other  occasion,  give  any  such  vote  as  that  repre- 
sented in  the  Globe.  In  order  to  meet  the  evi- 
dence fully,  he  would  call  for  the  reading  of  the 
journal,  to  which  the  article  in  the  Globe  referred. 
The  journal  was  accordingly  read  by  the  clerk,  a3 
follows: 

“The  house  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
(No.  563)  regulating  the  deposite  of  money  of  the 
United  States  in  certain  local  banks.  The  ques- 
tion recurred  on  the  motion  made  by  Mr.  Robert- 
son, that  the  said  bill  be  recommitted  to  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means,  with  instructions  so  to 
amend  the  same  as  to  dispense  with  the  agency  or 
instrumentality  of  banks  in  the  fiscal  operations  of 
the  government. 

And,  after  debate,  the  question  was  put  on  the 
motion  made  by  Mr.  Robertson  for  the  recommit- 
ment of  the  bill,  and  it  was  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive— Yeas  91,  nays  115.” 

Mr.  H.  said  the  journal  might  perhaps  be  con- 
sidered sustaining  the  view  taken  by  the  Globe; 
but  he  should  show  that  the  journal,  if  it  bore  such 
a construction,  was  erroneous.  The  fact  w7as,  no 
vote  w'hatever  was  taken  on  the  instructions  moved 
by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Robertson,) 
but  the  vote  which  is  recorded  on  the  journal  was 
taken  ,on  the  naked  question  of  recommitting  the 
bill  to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means — no  vote 
whatever  having  been  taken  on  the  instructions. 

Before  the  vote  on  Mr.  Robertson’s  proposition 
was  put,  Mr.  Filmore,  of  New  York,  required,  as 
any  member,  by  the  rules  of  the  house,  had  a right 
to  do,  that  the  question  of  commitment  should  be 
separated  from  the  question  of  instructions,  and, 
the  question  being  divided,  the  votes  for  commit- 
ment were,  yeas  91,  nays  115;  the  91  ayes  being 
the  same  gentlemen  whose  names  are  given  in  the 
Globe.  The  motion  to  commit  being  lost,  no  ques- 
tion could  possibly  be  put  on  the  instructions.  In 
proof  of  the  facts  just  stated,  Mr.  H.  read  extracts 
from  the  three  daily  papers  then  published  in  Wash- 
ington, giving  an  account  of  the  proceedings  of  that 
day.  The  extracts  were  as  follows: 

“The  question  being  on  Mr.  Robertson’s  motion 
to  recommit  the  (deposite)  bill  to  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means,  with  instructions,  Lc.  Mr.  Fil- 
more asked  for  a division  of  the  question  to  recom- 
mit with  instructions.  The  question  was  then 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  which  had  been  previously 
ordered,  on  the  motion  to  recommit  the  bill,  and  de- 
cided in  the  negative — Yeas  91,  nays  115.” — Globe, 
Feb.  12,  1835. 

“Mr.  Filmore  called  for  a division  of  the  ques- 
tion, and  which,  having  been  put  on  that  part  of 
the  motion,  viz:  ‘to  recommit  the  bill,’  the  motion 
was  rejected — Yeas  91,  nays  115.” — Telegraph, 
Feb.  12,  1835. 

“Mr.  Filmore  now  demanded  a division  of  the 
question,  and  it  was  accordingly  put;  first,  simply 
on  recommitment,  and  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  as 
follows,  viz:  Yeas  91,  nays  115.  So  the  house  re- 
fused to  recommit  the  bill.” — Intelligencer,  Feb.  12, 
1835. 

Mr.  Hall  said  he  had  called  the  attention  of  the 
clerk  of  the  house  to  this  subject,  who,  on  exami- 
nation, had  ascertained  that  a memorandum  of  the 
fact  of  Mr.  Filmore’s  requiring  a division  had  been 
made  on  the  minute  book  kept  at  the  clerk’s  desk 
on  that  day,  but  that,  by  inadvertance,  a notice  of 
the  division  was  omitted  to  be  inserted  in  writing 
out  the  journal.  The  facts  he  now  stated  would 
appear  from  a correspondence  he  had  held  with  the 
clerk,  which  was  now  read  as  follows: 

House  of  Representatives  United  Slates, 

December  19,  1837. 

Sir:  I have  received  your  communication  of  this 
day’s  date.  I handed  it  over  for  answer  to  Mr. 
Burch,  the  chief  clerk  of  my  office,  who  writes  up 
the  journal  of  the  house. 

That  answer  I herewith  enclose;  and  am,  with 
the  most  perfect  respect  and  esteem,  your  obedient 
servant, 

' WALTER  S.  FRANKLIN, 

Clerk  of  the  House  of  Reps.  U.  S. 

Hon.  Hiland  Hall,  Houseof  Reps.  U.  S. 

Office  House  of  Representatives  United  States, 
December  19,  1837. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  the  letter  of  the  hon.  Hiland 
Hall,  of  this  date,  addressed  to  you,  and  which  you 
have  referred  to  me,  in  which  he  states  that  “it 
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appears  from  the  printed  journal  of  the  house  of 
February  11,  1835,  the  bili  regulating  the  deposite 
of  the  money  of  the  United  States  in  certain  local 
banks  being  under  consideration,  that  a question 
was  taken  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Robertson  that  the 
said  bill  be  recommitted  to  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  with  instructions  so  to  amend  the  same 
as  to  dispense  with  the  agency  of  banks;  and  that, 
on  the  question  to  recommit  with  such  instructions, 
the  yeas  were  91,  nays  115;  and  suggesting  that 
there  is  some  error  in  the  printed  journal,  as  he  is 
confident  he  did  not  give  such  a vote,  I make  the 
following  explanatory  statement: 

I have  referred  to  the  printed  journal  of  the  11th 
of  February,  1S35,  and  find  it  stated  that  the  house 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  mentioned  by 
Mr.  Hall,  and  that  the  question  recurred  on  the 
motion  made  by  Mr.  Robertson  on  the  preceding 
day,  that  the  bill  be  recommitted  to  the  committtee 
of  ways  and  means,  with  the  instructions  so  to 
amend  the  same  as  to  dispense  with  the  agency  or 
instrumentality  of  banks  in  the  fiscal  operations  of 
the  government,  and  that  the  question  was  put  on 
the  motion  for  “ recommitment  of  the  bill,”  and  was 
decided  as  Mr.  Hall  hasstated — Yeas  91,  nays  115. 
The  entry  does  not  show,  as  is  mentioned  in  Mr. 
Hall’s  letter,  that  the  instiuctions  were  involved  in 
the  vote,  nor  was  it  intended  to  show  it. 

I have  also  referred  to  the  short  notes  or  minutes 
taken  by  you  at  the  table  in  the  house:  from  these 
it  appears  that  immediately  previous  to  the  putting 
the  question,  Mr.  Filrnore,  of  New  York,  called  for 
a division,  so  as  that  the  question  be  put  separately 
on  recommitting  and  on  the  instructions. 

Mr.  Filmore’s  call  for  the  division  is  not  stated 
on  the  printed  journal,  but  there  it  is  distinctly  sta- 
ted that  the  question  was  on  recommitment ; that 
question  failing,  the  separate  question  on  the  in- 
structions could  not,  consequently,  be  put. 

The  only  error,  if  error  it  is,  is  in  the  omission  to 
set  forth  Mr.  Filmore’s  call  for  the  division;  this 
is  sometimes  done,  as  the  entries  themselves  com- 
monly show  the  fact  that  a question  had  been  di- 
vided; in  the  present  case,  the  question  is  expressly 
stated  to  have  been  on  the  recommitment.  If  the 
question  had  involved  more  than  the  recommitment, 
the  entry  would  have  gone  on  to  say,  with  the  in- 
structions aforesaid.  If  the  question  on  the  recom- 
mitment had  been  decided  in  the  affirmative  instead 
of  the  negative,  the  question  would  then  have  been, 
of  course,  put  on  the  instructions;  which  would 
have  made  it  apparent  that  the  question  had  been 
divided.  In  writing  up  the  journal,  often  at  a late 
hour  at  night,  the  different  views  which  it  seems 
now  may  be  taken  of  the  subject  did  not  occur  to 
me;  and  hence,  to  save  what  I then  deemed  super- 
flous  writing,  the  omission  to  enter  the  call  for  the 
division  of  the  question. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  BURCH. 

Col.  Walter  S.  Franklin, 

Clerk  of  the  House  of  Reps.  U.  S. 

Mr.  H.  did  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  intend- 
ing to  cast  the  slightest  imputation  on  the  clerk. 
He  had  no  doubt  whatever  that  the  omission  was 
unintentional,  and  the  explanation  of  the  clerk  was 
perfectly  satisfactory.  Nor  did  he  wish  to  be  mis- 
understood in  any  other  particular.  In  making  this 
explanation  of  his  own  vote,  he  did  not  mean  to 
intimate  an  opinion  that  if,  on  the  occasion  referred 
to,  he  had  voted  to  recommit  the  bill  with  the  in- 
structions, that  it  would  necessarily  follow  he  was 
in  favor  of  passing  a bill  in  conformity  with  the  in- 
structions. On  the  contrary,  he  knew  that  it  was  a 
legitimate  and  parliamentary  mode  of  making  op- 
position to  a measure,  to  endeavor  to  amend  it  in 
such  manner  that  it  would  lose  the  support  of  its 
original  friends,  and  become  unsatisfactory  to  all 
sides  of  the  house.  He  might  have  given  such  vote, 
though  opposed  to  a bill  of  the  character  specified 
in  the  instructions,  as  the  most  effectual  means  of 
defeating  the  bill  then  under  consideration.  And 
there  were,  doubtless,  other  grounds  on  which  a 
vote  on  a collateral  question  of  this  description 
might  be  given,  without  any  intention  of  support- 
ing the  bill  when  it  had  assumed  its  amended  form. 
But  he  would  not  dwell  on  this  matter. 

Mr.  H.  said  it  was  not  his  intention  to  occupy 
the  time  of  the  house  in  commenting  on  the  evi- 
dence he  had  introduced  to  show  the  falsity  of  the 
statement  in  the  Giobe.  He  had  shown,  he  trusted, 
to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  house,  that  in  giv- 
ing his  vote  on  the  11th  of  February,  1835,  in  favor 
of  recommitting  a bill,  to  which  he  was  opposed, 
to  the  committee  which  had  reported  it — the  ques- 
tion being  simply  “shall  the  bill  be  committed ?”  he 
had  not  voted,  as  had  been  represented  in  that  paper, 
“in  favor  of  dispensing  with  the  agency  of  banks  in 
the  fiscal  operations  of  the  government;”  in  fact, 
had  not  voted  at  all  oc  that  question,  and  for  one  of 


the  best  reasons  in  the  world,  that  no  such  question 
had  been  put.  The  object  he  had  in  in  view  being 
thus  answered,  he  would  detain  the  house  no  longer. 


REPORT  ON  THE  STATE  OF  THE  TREA- 
SURY. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES,  MARCH  23,  1838. 
Mr.  Cambreleng,  from  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  submitted  the  following  report: 

The  committee  of  ways  and  means:submit  the 
following  report  on  the  probable  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures for  the  year  1838: 

By  the  act  of  October  last,  the  ten  millions  of 
treasury  notes  authorized  to  be  issued  were  made 
receivable  in  payment  for  public  lands,  and  for  du- 
ties. More  than  three  millions  of  these  notes  have 
been  already  returned  in  lieu  of  revenue,  and  it  is 
probable  that,  under  the  operation  of  this  provision, 
a very  large  reduction  will  be  made  in  the  revenue 
of  the  present  year,  which  must  be  provided  for, 
either  by  an  authority  to  reissue  the  treasury  notes 
received,  or  by  an  issue  of  otheis  in  their  place. 

The  Indian  branch  of  the  public  service  still 
calls,  as  it  has  done  for  some  years  past,  for  extra- 
ordinary appropriations  for  removal,  subsistence, 
and  hostilities.  Theannual  estimates  submitted  by 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  in  December  last,  em- 
braced no  estimate  of  the  amount  which  would  be 
required  for  preventing  and  suppressing  Indian 
hostilities  in  1838.  There  was  drawn  from  the 
treasury  during  the  last  year  for  these  expenditures 
$5,600,000,  and  of  the  million  appropriated  at  this 
session  for  this  branch  of  the  service,  $900,000  at 
least  were  paid  for  the  arrearages  of  1837;  making 
$6,500,000  for  that  year.  The  estimates  of  the 
war  department,  already  submitted  to  the  house, 
for  the  expenses  of  preventing  and  suppressing 
Indian  hostilities  in  1838,  amount  to  $5,265,000.— 
An  extraordinary  appropriation  has  been  also  re- 
quired, and  has  been  authorized,  of  $625,000,  for 
the  protection  of  our  Canadian  frontier.  Notwith- 
standing these  additional  estimates,  the  current  re- 
sources of  the  year  would,  with  proper  economy, 
be  equal  to  all  the  demands  upon  the  treasury, 
whether  for  ordinary  or  extraordinary  purposes, 
but  for  two  prvisions  of  the  treasury-note  act  re- 
ferred to;  the  one  authorizing  their  receipt  in  pay- 
ment of  public  dues,  and  the  other  prohibiting  the 
treasury  from  re-issuing  them.  The  result  is,  that 
they  are  returned  to  the  treasury  almost  as  fast  as 
they  are  issued;  and,  before  the  close  of  the  year, 
the  revenue  might  be  thus  reduced  to  the  amount 
of  $10,000,000. 

If  the  treasury  notes  authorized  by  the  act  of  Oc- 
tober last  were  not  receivable  in  payment  of  public 
dues,  the  following  statements  would  exhibit  the 
condition  of  our  finances  for  the  present  year: 

State  of  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  January  last. 
The  amount  which  stood,  on  that 
day,  to  the  credit  of  the  treasur- 
er, exclusive  of  the  $1,100,000  of 
unavailable  funds  of  long  stand- 
ing, was  ...  $36,455,154  27 

Deduct  the  drafts  of 
the  treasurer,  prior 
to  the  1st  January, 
on  the  late  deposite 
banks,  and  on  all 
other  depositories, 
on  account  of  the 
above  balance  1,514,723  42 
Deposites  with  the 

States  - 28,101,644  91 

29,616,368  33 


Balance  undrawn  for  on  Jan.  1,  1338  $ 6,838,785  94 


Composed  of  the  following  items: 

Balance  due  from  the 

late  deposite  banks  6,423,121  87 
Deduct  the  drafts  which 
had  been  drawn  prior 
to  the  1st  January  1,011,757  36 

5,411,364  51 

Amount  in  the  treasury  held  in  trust 
for  indemnities,  investments  for  In- 
dian tribes,  &c.  - - 572,207  00 

Balance,  viz. 

Tn  the  mint,  for  the  spe- 
cial service  of  that 
establishment  - 385,560  92 

Applicable  to  public  ex- 
penditures - 469,653  51 

855,214  43 


$6,838,785  94 


To  prevent  erroneous  estimates,  founded  upon 
treasury  statements  which  are  apparently  contra- 
dictory, it  is  proper  to  add  that  there  are  two  dis- 


tinct adjustments  of  this  balance  made  at  the  de- 
partment. The  preceding  statement  includes  all 
the  returns  of  public  money  known  to  the  treasurer 
on  the  1st  of  January,  and  all  his  drafts  prior  to 
that  date,  whether  they  had  been  presented  at  the 
various  depositories,  or  were  still  in  circulation. — 
This  gives  the  correct  view  of  the  balance  which 
the  treasurer  could  on  that  day  draw  for,  and  is 
made  the  basis  of  our  financial  estimates  for  each 
year.  Subsequent  to  that  adjustment,  the  amounts 
have  been  received  from  the  various  depositories  to 
the  end  of  the  year,  which  exhibit  a balance  in  fa- 
vor of  the  treasury,  including  the  deposites  with 
the  states,  of  $35,961,872  79,  instead  of  $34,940,- 
430  85;  making  an  apparent  difference  of  more 
than  one  million  of  dollars.  This  is  easily  ex- 
plained. Of  the  drafts  drawn  by  the  treasurer  be- 
fore the  1st  of  January,  and  deducted  in  the  fore- 
going statement,  $740,000  had  not  been  presented 
and  paid  prior  to  that  date,  and  are  consequently 
not  charged  in  the  accounts  of  the  depositories, 
though  credited  by  the  treasurer  as  outstanding. — 
And  there  had  been  deposited  before  the  1st  ot  Jan- 
uary $280,000  of  public  money,  of  which  no  re- 
turns had  been  received  by  the  treasurer  when  the 
balance  was  ascertained  at  the  treasury,  on  the  1st 
of  January  last.  These  two  items,  amounting  to 
$1,020,000,  constitute  the  difference  between  the 
two  statements.  Our  estimates  must  always  be 
founded  on  the  balance  as  ascertained  at  the  trea- 
sury at  any  particular  period,  and  not  on  the  ac- 
counts of  the  depositories,  which  exclude  all  out- 
standing drafts,  and  include  moneys  not  reported  to 
the  department. 

It  is  also  proper  to  state  that  there  was  to  the 
credit  of  the  post  office  department,  on  the  1st  of 
January,  $457,933  86;  which  under  the  act  of 
1836,  is  not  blended  with  other  money  in  the  trea- 
sury, but  is  held  for,  and  exclusively  applied  to,  the 
service  of  that  department. 

Besides  these  resources,  the  treasury  held  four 
millions  of  postponed  custom-house  bonds,  and  six 
millions  of  United  States  bank  bonds,  exclusive  of 
interest.  These,  with  the  balances  in  the  treasury, 
in  the  mint,  and  due  from  the  late  deposite  banks, 
made  an  aggregate  of  more  than  sixteen  millions, 
independent  of  the  unavailable  twenty-eight  mil- 
lions deposited  with  the  states. 

The  following  are  the  estimated  resources  of  the 
year: 

Balance  in  the  treasury,  applicable 
to  public  expenditures,  say  - $500,000  00 

Treasury  notes,  not  issued  on  the 

1st  January  last  - 7,000,000  00 

Probable  amount  which  may  be  re- 
ceived from  the  late  deposite 
banks,  exclusive  of  the  amount 
drawn  for  prior  to  the  1st  Janu- 
ary, and  includes  the  July  instal- 
ment - - - 2,000,000  00 

Bond  of  the  bank  of  the  United 
States,  with  interest  due  the  1st 
October  - - - 2,300,000  00 

Custom-house  bonds  postponed  - 4,000,000  00 

Revenue  from  customs  - - 13,000,000  00 

Revenue  from  lands  - - 3,000,000  00 


$31,800,000  00 


The  first  item  of  charges  upon  the  treasury  is  the 
unexpended  balances  of  appropriations  for  the  pre- 
ceding and  former  years,  which  had  not  been  drawn 
from  the  treasury  prior  to  the  1st  of  January  last. 
Two  different  statements  are  made  by  the  depart- 
ments of  these  unexpended  balances:  one  is  made 
at  the  second  comptroller’s  office,  the  other  at  the 
register’s.  The  former  includes  the  requisition  as 
soon  as  they  issue  from  the  departments,  the  latter 
the  warrants  after  they  are  issued  upon  the  requi- 
sitions. The  consequence  is  a constant  and  mate- 
rial variation.  The  statements  of  these  unex- 
pended balances,  annually  transmitted  by  the  war 
and  navy  departments,  are  of  the  requisitions  upon, 
and  not  of,  money  actually  drawn  from  the  trea- 
sury. They  also  embrace  the  balances  which  will 
have  been  unexpended  for  more  than  two  years, 
and  which  go  to  the  surplus  fund  at  the  close  of  the 
year.  The  register’s  statement  exhibits  the  amount 
remaining  actually  undrawn  from  the  treasury  at 
the  close  of  the  year,  and  of  the  amount  carried  to 
the  surplus  fund;  the  former  amounted  to  $16,623- 
845  65,  and  the  latter  to  $643,459  24;  leaving  a 
balance  of  $16,080,386  41  of  undrawn  appropria- 
tions chargeable  upon  the  treasury  on  the  1st  day 
of  January  last. 

Charges  upon  the  treasury  for  the  present  year. 
Appropriations  not  drawn  from  the 

treasury  on  1st  January  - $16,080,000 

Appropriations  under  permanent 
laws  - 2,260,000 

Civil  and  diplomatic  - - 3,200,000 
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Army  - 4,620,000 

Navy  ...  $5, 760,000 

Deduct  the  following  unex- 
pended balances,  which 
are  included  in  the  above 
$16,080,000,  and  which 
are  to  be  substituted  for, 
and  deducted  from,  the 
appropriations  for  the  year 
1838,  viz. 

For  pay  - $1,000,000 

provisions  150,000 

repairs  of  ves- 
sels in  ordi- 
nary 50,000 

gradual  im- 
provement 1,500,000 

2,700,000 

3,060,000 

Indian  annuities,  removal  of 

tribes,  &c.  - - 1,520,000 

Pensions  - 2,050,000 

Deduct  the  amount  remain- 
ing in  the  hands  of  pen- 
sion agents  to  pay  pen- 
sions which  have  been  due 
and  unclaimed  more  than 
six  months,  stated  to  be 
$710,000,  to  be  hereafter 
applied  to  the  payment  of 
other  pensions,  say,  avail- 


able  ... 

$550,000 

1,500,000 

Cumberland  and  other  roads 

670,000 

Harbors  and  rivers 

- 1,430,000 

West  Point  academy  - 

150,000 

Fortifications  - 

850,000 

Indian  hostilities 

- 6,265,000 

Canadian  frontier 

625,000 

Extraordinary  appropriations  by  con- 

gress 

- 1,000,000 

$43,230,000 

Of  which  there  will  probable  remain 

undrawn  at  the  close  of  the  year  - 11,000,000 
Probable  amount  of  charges  upon  the 

treasury  in  1838  - - $32,230,000 

If  all  the  foregoing  appropriations  are  authorized 
by  congress,  the  demands  upon  the  treasury  might 
exceed  the  receipts  about  half  a million  of  dollars, 
independent  of  the  amount  of  treasury  notes  re- 
ceived in  lieu  of  revenue.  But  the  extraordinary 
amount  of  the  unexpended  balances  of  appropria- 
tions, makes  it  necessary  to  restrict  new  appropri- 
ations, as  far  as  it  may  be  practicable,  to  such 
amounts  as  may  be  expended  within  the  year  or 
early  in  the  next.  They  have  not  been  hitherto 
made  sufficiently  with  a view  to  the  current  ex- 
penditure of  the  year.  Large  sums  have  been  ap- 
propriated, whether  the  money  would  be  drawn 
from  the  treasury  in  one  or  more  years.  At  the 
present  time,  when  almost  all  out  officers  are  em- 
ployed in  active  military  service,  many  of  o^r  pub- 
lic works  cannot  be  prosecuted  with  advantage. 
Some  of  these  appropriations,  if  authorized,  must 
consequently  remain  almost  wholly  enexpended 
during  the  present  year.  Some  may,  therefore, 
be  suspended,  and  others  reduced  to  the  extent  of 
one  or  two  millions,  without  detriment  to  the  pub- 
lic service,  as  it  is  impracticable,  at  this  lime,  to 
devote  to  these  branches  of  our  expenditure  the 
skill  and  talents  of  our  most  efficient  officers. 

With  a very  moderate  reduction  of  the  appro- 
priations for  the  present  year,  it  will  only  be  ne- 
cessary to  provide  means  equal  to  the  amount  of 
treasury  notes  which  have  been  and  may  be  re- 
ceived at  our  custom-houses  and  land  offices  in  lieu 
of  revenue.  It  is  not  possible  to  estimate  what 
amount  may  be  thus  returned  to  the  treasury  and 
cancelled.  Of  the  six  million  eight  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  heretofore  issued,  upwards  of  three 
millions  have  been  already  paid  in,  three  or  four 
millions  more  may  be,  and  it  is  possible  that  the 
whole  ten  millions  might  be  returned  to  the  treasu- 
ry and  cancelled  before  the  end  of  the  year.  Those 
which  bear  a low  rate  of  interest,  amounting  now 
to  $4,500,000,  will  certainly  be  returned;  besides 
others  at  five  per  cent.,  the  term  of  which  will  have 
expired,  when  the  interest  ceases,  according  to  the 
act  of  October  last.  Any  sudden,  though  tempo- 
rary revival  of  trade,  creating  a desire  to  make 
other  investments,  would  throw  almost  the  whole 
ten  millions  into  the  treasury.  It  would  be  unsafe, 
under  such  circumstances,  not  to  authorize  the 
notes  issued,  or  to  be  hereafter  issued,  under  the 
act  of  October  last,  to  be  again  paid  out,  or  to  pro- 
vide for  an  issue  of  treasury  notes  equal  to  the  ten 
millions  authorized  by  that  act.  The  treasury  may 
not  require  more  than  six  or  seven  millions  to  re- 
place the  notes  paid  in  and  cancelled,  but  the  au- 


thority should  be  extended  to  ten  millions  to  meet 
any  unexpected  reduction  in  our  receipts.  There 
is  no  certainty  that  the  late  deposite  banks  will  re- 
duce their  debt  to  the  extent  estimated ; and  in 
the  present  state  of  trade,  it  is  impossible  to  make 
any  sure  calculations  on  the  revenue  from  customs 
or  public  lands  for  the  present  year.  The  former 
is  estimated  at  $13,000,000,  the  latter  at  $3,000,- 
000.  The  receipts  from  both  sources,  in  the  first 
two  months,  were  very  considerable,  and  the  trea- 
sury must  depend  almost  entirely  upon  the  reve- 
nue to  be  received  in  the  last  half  of  the  year. 
Upon  the  income  of  the  whole  year  from  these 
sources  no  estimate  can  be  made  which  can  be  re- 
lied upon  with  confidence. 

It  would  appear  to  be  most  simple  and  economi- 
cal to  repeal  the  restriction  in  the  act  of  October 
last,  and  permit  the  treasury  to  reissue  the  notes 
then  authorized.  But  that  act  directed  them  to  be 
cancelled  when  paid  in,  as  some  of  them  have 
been  ; and  as  the  interest  on  the  five  percent,  notes 
ceases  after  twelve  months,  they  would  be  unavail- 
able. If  it  were  otherwise,  however,  and  they 
could  be  paid  out  or  disposed  of  in  any  other  man- 
ner, it  would  be  inexpedient  to  authorize  it,  as  they 
would  be  immediately  returned  to  the  treasury, 
rendering  it  necessary  to  issue  them  for  the  third 
time.  Such  a process  of  payments  and  receipts 
would  be  particularly  embarrassing  to  the  treasu- 
ry, as  the  notes  will  soon  bear  no  interest  at  ail. 
The  committee,  therefore,  recommend  that  author- 
ity be  given  to  issue  treasury  notes  to  such  an 
amount  as  the  public  exigency  may  require,  not 
to  exceed  ten  millions,  at  an  interest  not  exceed- 
ing six  per  centum  per  annum,  and  payable,  one- 
third  of  then;  in  twelve  months,  one-third  in  eigh- 
teen months,  and  one-third  in  two  years;  to  be 
disposed  of  only  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  treasu- 
ry, and  as  the  money  may  be  required.  For  their 
redemption,  it  is  proposed  to  pledge  tile  balances 
due  from  all  the  banks,  together  with  the  faith  of 
the  United  States.  The  amount  which  will  be 
payable  by  the  late  deposite  banks  in  1839,  proba- 
bly about  four  millions,  including  interest,  and 
the  bonds  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  equal, 
with  interest,  to  near  five  millions,  payable  in  1839, 
and  1840,  will  anticipate  and  be  applied  to  the  re- 
demption of  the  treasury  notes  now  proposed, 
without  any  additional  charge  upon  the  revenue  of 
either  of  those  years. 

The  committee  respectfully  submit  a bill  author- 
izing an  issue  of  treasury  notes,  in  case  the  public 
interests  should  require  it,  and  to  replace  those 
which  have  been  or  may  be  received  for  public 
dues  into  the  treasury,  according  to  the  provisions 
of  the  act  of  October  last. 

The  following  is  a copy  of  the  bill  which  accom- 
panied the  above  report; 

A bill  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  treasury  notes. 

Beit  enacted,  <Src.  That  the  president  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  is  hereby  authorized  to  cause  treasury 
notes  for  such  sumorsums  as  the  exigencies  of  the 
government  may  require,  but  not  exceeding,  in  the 
whole  amount  of  notes  issued,  the  sum  of  ten  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  and  of  denominations  not  less  than 
one  hundred  dollars  for  any  one  note,  to  be  prepar- 
ed, signed,  and  issued  in  the  manner  hereinafter 
provided. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  the  trea- 
sury notes,  authorized  to  be  issued  by  the  first  sec- 
tion of  this  act,  shall  be  made  payable  or  redeem- 
able by  the  United  States,  one-third  of  them  in 
twelve  months,  one-third  in  eighteen  months,  and 
one-third  in  two  years  from  the  dates  on  which 
they  shall  be  issued,  respectively;  from  which  said 
dates,  for  the  terms  as  aforesaid,  and  no  longer,  the 
said  notes  shall  bear  an  interest  not  exceeding  six 
per  centum  per  annum,  and  shall  be  made  payable 
to  order,  and  transferred  by  delivery  and  assign- 
ment endorsed  on  the  same.  The  payment  of  the 
said  notes,  herein  provided  for,  and  the  interest 
which  may  b?  due  thereon,  shall  be  made  at  the 
treasury  of  the  United  States,  to  the  holders  of  the 
said  notes,  respectively,  upon  presentment;  and  for 
the  redemption  of  the  same,  the  balances  due  the 
United  States,  by  bond,  or  otherwise,  from  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
from  the  late  deposite  banks,  together  with  the 
faith  of  the  United  States,  are  hereby  solemly 
pledged. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  trea- 
sury notes,  authorized  by  this  act,  shall  be  issued  at 
such  times  and  in  such  amounts  as  the  public  exi- 
gencies may  require,  and  shall  be  paid  to  the  pub- 
lic creditors  or  disposed  of  in  such  manner  as  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  with  the  approbation  of 
the  president  of  the  United  States,  may  prescribe; 
and  that  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  shall  lay  be- 
fore congress,  at  the  commencement  of  the  next 
session,  an  account  of  all  the  money  obtained  by 
the  sale  of  the  said  treasury  notes,  together  with  a 


statement  of  the  rate  or  rales  at  which  the  same 
may  have  been  sold. 

Sec.  4.  Arid  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said 
treasury  notes  shall  he  prepared  under  the  direction 
of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  shall  be  signed, 
on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  by  the  treasurer 
thereof,  and  countersigned  by  the  register  of  the 
treasury;  and  that  those  officers,  respectively,  shall, 
as  checks  upon  each  other,  and  to  secure  the  pub- 
lic safety,  keep  separate,  full,  and  accurate  accounts 
of  the  number,  date,  denomination,  and  amount  of 
all  the  notes  signed  and  countersigned  by  them,  re- 
spectively; which  said  accounts  shall  be  carefully 
preserved  and  placed  on  file  in  the  treasury  depart- 
ment; and,  also,  similar  accounts,  kept  and  pre- 
served in  the  same  manner,  of  all  the  said  notes  re- 
deemed, as  the  same  shall  be  returned  and  cancel- 
led; and  the  treasurer  shall  further  account  quarter- 
ly lor  all  such  notes  delivered  to  him  for  signature, 
or  issued  by  the  register.  The  treasurer,  and  re- 
gister of  the  treasury  are  hereby  authorized,  by 
and  with  the  consent  and  approbation  of  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury,  to  employ  the  same  temporary 
clerks  as  were  authorized  and  are  r.ovv  employed 
under  the  third  section  of  the  act  “to  authorize  the 
issuing  of  treasury  notes,”  approved  the  twelfth  of 
October  last,  and  at  the  same  salaries. 

Sec.  5.  Andbe  it  farther  enacted.  That  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  author- 
ized and  directed  to  reimburse  and  pay  the  princi- 
pal and  interest  of  the  treasury  notes  whieh  may  be 
issued  by  virtue  of  this  act,  at  the  several  time  and 
times  when  the  same,  according  to  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  should  be  thus  reimbursed  and  paid,  and 
to  pay  the  interest  annually  on  such  as  are  payable 
in  eighteen  months  and  two  years.  And  tae  said 
secretary  is  further  authorized  to  make  purchases 
of  the  said  notes,  at  par,  for  the  amount  of  the  prin- 
cipal and  interest  due  at  the  time  of  purchase  on 
said  notes.  And  so  much  of  any  unappropriated 
money  in  the  treasury  as  may  be  necessary,  is 
hereby  appropriated  for  paying  the  interest  or  prin- 
cipal and  interest,  or  for  the  purchase  of  said  notes 
as  aforesaid. 

[Sections  6,  7,  8,' and  9 appropriate  for  expense 
of  printing,  &c.  of  the  notes;  provide  punishment 
for  forgery,  &c.  of  the  notes;  and  require  monthly 
statement  of  issues  to  be  published.] 


THE  CONSTITUTION 

Of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  as  amended 
by  the  convention  of  1S37 — ’38. 

AVe,  the  people,  of  the  commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania, ordain  and  establish  this  constitution  lor 
its  government. 

article  I. 

Sec.  I.  The  legislative  power  of  this  common- 
wealth shall  be  vested  in  a general  asssembly,  which 
shall  consist  of  a senate  and  house  of  representa- 
tives. 

Sec  II.  The  representatives  shall  be  chosen  an- 
nually by  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  and  of  each 
county  respectfully,  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  Oc- 
tober. 

Sec.  III.  No  person  shall  be  a representative 
who  shall  not  have  obtained  the  age  of  twenty  one 
years,  and  have  been  a citizen  and  inhabitant  of  the 
state  three  years  next  preceding  his  election,  and 
the  last  year  thereof  an  inhabitant  of  the  [district] 
in  [and  i'or]  which  he  shall  be  chosen  [a  represen- 
tative,] unless  he  shall  have  been  absent  on  the 
public  business  of  the  United  States,  or  of  this 
state. 

Sec.  IV.  Within  three  years  after  the  first  meet- 
ing of  the  general  assembly,  and  within  every  sub- 
sequent term  of  seven  years,  an  enumeration  of  the 
taxable  inhabitants  shall  he  made  in  such  manner 
as  shall  be  directed  by  law.  The  number  of  repre- 
sentatives shall  at  the  several  periods  of  making 
such  enumeration,  be  fixed  by  the  legislature,  and 
apportioned  among  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  the 
several  counties,  according  to  the  number  of  taxa- 
ble inhabitants  in  each.  And  shall  never  be  less 
than  sixty  nor  greater  than  one  hundred.  Each 
county  shall  have  at  least  one  representative,  but 
no  county  hereafter  erected  shall  be  entitled  to  a 
separate  representation  until  a sufficient  number  of 
taxable  inhabitants  shall  be  contained  within  it,  to 
entitle  them  to  one  representative,  agreeably  to  the 
ratio  which  shall  then  be  established. 

Sec.  V.  The  senators  shall  be  chosen  for  [three] 
years,  by  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia  and  of  the 
several  counties  at  the  same  time,  in  the  same  man- 
ner, ar.d  at  the  same  places  where  they  shall  vote 
for  representatives. 

Sec.  VI.  The  number  of  senators  shall,  at  the 
several  periods  of  making  the  enumeration  before 
mentioned,  be  fixed  by  the  legislature,  and  appor- 
tioned among  the  districts  formed  as  hereinafter  di- 
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reefed,  according  to  the  number  of  taxable  inhabi- 
tants in  each;  and  shall  never  be  less  than  one- 
fourth,  nor  greater  than  one-third,  of  the  number  of 
representatives. 

Sec.  VII.  The  senators  shall  be  chosen  in  dis- 
tricts, to  be  formed  by  the  legislature;  [but  no  dis- 
trict shall  be  so  formed  as  to  enitle  it  to  elect  more 
than  two  senators,  unless  the  number  of  taxable  in- 
habitants in  any  city  or  county  shall,  at  any  time, 
be  such  as  to  enable  it  to  elect  more  than  two,  but 
no  city  or  county  shall  be  entitled  to  elect  move 
than  four  senators;]  when  a district  shall  be  com- 
posed of  two  or  more  counties,  they  shall  be  ad- 
joining: neither  the  city  of  Philadelphia  nor  any 
county  shall  be  divided  in  forming  a district. 

Sec.  VIII.  No  person  shall  be  a senator  who 
shall  not  have  attained  the  age  of  twenty-five  years, 
and  have  been  a citizen  and  inhabitant  of  the  state 
four  years  next  before  his  election,  and  the  last 
year  thereof  an  inhabitant  of  the  district  tor  which 
he  shall  be  chosen, unless  he  shall  have  been  absent 
on  the  public  business  of  the  United  States,  or  of 
this  state;  [and  no  person  elected  as  aforesaid  shall 
hold  said  otfice  after  he  shall  have  removed  from 
such  district.] 

Sec.  IX.  [The  senators  who  may  be  elected  at 
the  first  general  election  after  the  adoption  of  the 
amendments  to  the  constitution,  shall  be  divided  by 
lot  into  three  classes.  The  seats  of  the  senators  of 
the  first  cfass  shall  be  vacated  at  the  expiration  of 
the  first  year;  of  the  second  class  at  the  expiration 
of  the  second  year;  and  of  the  third  class  at  the 
expiration  of  the  third  year;  so  that  thereafter  one- 
third  of  the  whole  number  of  senators  may  be  chosen 
every  year.  The  senators  elected  before  the  amend- 
ments to  the  constitution  shall  be  adopted,  shall 
hold  their  offices  during  the  terms  for  which  they 
shall  respectively  have  been  elected.] 

Sec.  X.  The  general  assembly  shall  meet  on  the 
first  Tuesday  of  [January,]  in  every  year,  unless 
sooner  convened  by  the  governor. 

Sec.  XI.  Each  house  shatl  choose  its  speaker 
and  other  officers;  and  the  senate  shall  also  choose 
a speaker  pro  tempore,  when  the  speaker  shall  ex- 
ercise the  office  of  governor. 

Sec.  XI 1.  Each  house  shall  judge  of  the  quali- 
fications of  its  members.  Contested  elections  shall 
be  determined  by  a committee,  lo  be  selected,  form- 
ed, and  regulated,  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  di- 
rected by  law.  A majority  of  each  house  shall  con- 
stitute a quorum  to  do  business;  but  a small  num- 
ber may  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  may  be  au- 
thorized by  law  to  compei  the  attendance  of  absent 
members,  in  such  manner  and  tinder  such  penalties 
as  may  be  provided. 

Sec.  Xril.  Each  house  may  determine  the  rules 
of  its  proceedings,  punish  its  members  for  disor- 
derly behaviour,  and  with  the  concurrence  of  two- 
thirds,  expel  a member,  but  not  a second  time  for 
the  same  cause;  and  shall  have  all  other  powers 
necessary  for  a branch  of  the  legislature  of  a free 
state. 

Sec.  XIV.  [The  legislature  shall  not  have  power 
to  enact  laws  annulling  the  contract  of  marriage 
in  any  case  where,  by  law,  the  courls  of  this  com- 
monwealth are,  or  hereafter  may  be,  empowered  to 
decree  a divorce.] 

Sec.  X\  . Each  house  shall  keep  a journal  of  its 
proceedings,  and  publish  them  weekly,  except  such 
parts  as  may  require  secrecy;  and  the  yeas  and  nays 
of  the  members  on  any  question  shall, at  the  desire 
oi  any  two.  of  them,  be  entered  on  the  journal. 

Sec.  XVI.  The  doors  of  each  house  and  of  com- 
mittees of  the  whole  shall  be  open,  unless  when  the 
business  shall  be  such  as  ought  to  be  kept  secret. 

Sec.  XVII.  Neither  house  shall,  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  other,  adjourn  for  more  than  three  days, 
nor  to  any  other  place  than  that  in  which  the  two 
house  shall  be  silting. 

Sec.  XVIII.  The  senators  and  representatives 
shall  receive  a compensation  for  their  services  to  be 
ascertained  by  law,  and  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of 
the  commonwealth.  They  shall  in  all  cases,  except 
treason,  felony  and  breach  and  surety  of  the  peace, 
be  privileged  from  arrest  during  their  attendance  at 
the  session  of  their  respective  houses,  and  in  e’oing 
to  and  returning  from  the  same.  And  for  any  speech 
or  debate  in  either  house  they  shall  not  be  ques- 
tioned in  any  other  place. 

Sec.  XIX.  No  senator  or  representative  shall, 
during  the  time  for  which  he  shall  have  been  elect- 
ed, be  appointed  to  any  civil  office  under  the  com- 
monwealth, which  shall  have  been  created,  or  the 
emoluments  of  which  shall  have  been  increased 
during  such  time;  and  no  member  of  congress  or 
other  person  holding  any  office  (except  of  attorney 
at  law,  and  in  militia)  under  the  United  States  or  in 
th13  commonwealth,  shall  be  a member  of  either 
office  ^Ur*,l='  ^‘3  con*:inu»nce  in  congress  or  in 

Sec.  XX.  When  vacancies  happen  in  eitherhouse. 


the  speaker  shall  issue  writs  of  election  to  fill  such 
vacancies. 

Sec.  XXI.  All  bills  for  raising  revenue  shall  ori- 
ginate in  the  house  of  representatives,  but  the 
senate  may  propose  amendments  as  in  other  bills. 

Sec.  XXII.  No  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the 
treasury  but  in  consequence  of  appropriation  made 
by  law. 

Sec.  XXIII.  Every  bill  which  shall  have  passed 
both  houses  shall  be  presented  to  the  governor.  If 
he  approve  he  shall  sign  it,  but  if  he  shall  not  ap- 
prove it  he  shall  return  it  with  his  objections  to  the 
house  in  which  it  shall  have  originated,  who  shall 
enter  the  objections  at  large  upon  their  journals 
and  proceed  to  reconsider  it.  It,  after  such  recon- 
sideration tvxo-thirds  of  that  house  shall  agree  to 
pass  the  bill,  it  shall  be  sent  with  the  objections  to 
the  other  house,  by  which  likewise  it  shall  be  re- 
considered, and  if  approved  by  two-thirds  of  that 
hdnse,  it  shall  be  a law.  But  in  such  cases  the 
votes  of  botli  houses  shall  be  determined  by  yeas 
and  nays,  and  the  names  of  the  persons  voting  for 
or  against  the  bill,  shall  be  entered  on  the  journals 
of  each  house  respectively.  If  any  bill  shall  not 
be  returned  by  the  governor  within  ten  days  (Sun- 
days excepted)  after  it  shall  have  been  presented 
to  him,  it  shall  be  a law  in  like  manner  as  if  he 
had  signed  it,  unless  the  general  assembly,  by  their 
adjournment,  prevented  its  return,  in  which  case 
it  shall  be  a law,  unless  sent  back  within  three 
days  after  their  next  meeting. 

Sec.  XXIV.  Every  order,  resolution  or  vote  to 
which  the  concurrence  of  both  houses  may  be  ne- 
cessary (except  on  a question  of  adjournment) 
shall  be  presented  to  the  governor,  and  before  it 
shall  take  effect,  be  approved  by  him,  or  being  dis- 
approved, shall  be  repassed  by  two  thirds  of  both 
houses,  according  to  the  rules  and  limitations  pre- 
scribed in  case  of  a bill. 

Sec.  XXV.  [No  corporate  body  shall  be  hereaf- 
ter created,  renewed  or  extended  with  banking  or 
discounting  privileges,  without  six  months’  pre- 
vious public  notice  of  the  application  for  the  same, 
in  such  manner  as  shall  he  prescribed  by  law.  Nor 
shall  any  charter  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  be 
granted  for  a longer  period  than  twenty  years,  and 
every  such  charter  shall  contain  a clause  reserving 
to  the  legislature  the-  power  to  alter,  revoke  or  an- 
nul the  same,  whenever  in  their  opinion  it  may  be 
injurious  to  the  citizens  of  the  commonwealth,  in 
such  manner,  however,  that  no  injustice  shall  be 
done  to  the  corporators.  No  law  hereafter  enacted, 
shall  create,  renew  or  extend  the  charter  of  more 
than  one  corporation.] 

ARTICLE  II. 

Sec.  I.  The  supreme  executive  power  of  this 
commonwealth  shall  be  vested  in  a governor. 

Sec.  II.  The  governor  shall  be  chosen  on  (he 
second  Tuesday  of  October,  by  the  citizens  of  the 
commonwealth,  at  the  places  where  they  shall  res- 
pectively vote  for  representatives.  The  returns  ol 
every  election  for  governor  shall  be  sealed  up,  and 
transmitted  to  the  seat  of  government,  directed  to 
the  speaker  of  the  senate,  who  shall  open  and  pub- 
lish them  in  the  presence  of  the  members  of  both 
houses  of  the  legislature.  The  person  having  the 
highest  number  of  votes  shall  be  governor.  But  if 
two  or  more  shall  be  equal  and  highest  in  votes, 
one  of  them  shall  he  chosen  governor  by  the  joint 
vote  of  the  members  of  both  houses.  Contested' 
elections  shall  be  determined  by  a committee  to  be 
selected  from  both  houses  of  the  legislature,  and 
formed  and  regulated  in  such  manner  as  shall  be 
directed  by  law. 

Sec.  III.  The  governor  shatl  bold  his  office  du- 
ring three  years  from  the  third  Tuesday  of  [Jan- 
uary] next  ensuing  his  election,  and  shall  not  be 
capable  of  holding  it  longer  than  [3ix]  in  any  term 
of  [nine]  years. 

Sec.  IV.  He  shall  be  at  least  thirty  years  of  age, 
and  have  been  a citizen  and  an  inhabitant  of  this 
state  seven  years  next  before  his  election  ; unless 
he  shall  have  been  absent  on  the  public  business  of 
the  United  States,  or  of  this  State. 

Sec.  V.  No  member  of  congress,  or  person  hol- 
ding any  office  under  the  United  States,  or  this 
statu,  shall  exercise  the  office  of  governor. 

Sec.  VI.  The  governor  shall  at  stated  times  re- 
ceive for  his  services,  a compensation,  which  shall 
be  neither  increased  nor  diminished  during  the  pe- 
riod for  which  he  shatl  have  been  elected. 

Sec.  VII.  He  shall  be  commander-in  chief  of 
the  army  and  navy  of  this  commonwealth,  and  of 
the  militia,  except  when  they  shall  be  called  into 
the  actual  service  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  VIII.  [He  shall  appoint  a secretary  of  the 
commonwealth  during  pleasure,  and  he  shall  nom- 
inate, and  by  ami  with  the  advice  and  consent  ol 
the  senate,  appoint  all  judicial  officers  of  courts  of 
record,  unless  otherwise  provided  for  in  this  con- 
stitution. He  shall  have  power  to  fill  all  vacancies 


that  may  happen  in  such  judicial  offices  during  the 
recess  of  (he  senate,  by  granting  commissions  which 
shall  expire  at  the  end  of  their  next  session  :]  Pro- 
vided, [That  in  acting  on  executive  nominations 
the  senate  shall  sit  with  open  doors,  and  in  con- 
firming or  rejecting  the  nominations  of  the  gover- 
nor, the  vote  shall  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays.] 

Sec.  IX.  He  shall  have  power  to  remit  fines  and 
forfeitures,  and  grant  reprieves  and  pardons,  except 
in  cases  of  impeachment. 

Sec.  X.  He  may  require  information  in  writing, 
from  the  officers  in  the  executive  department,  on 
any  subject  relating  to  the  duties  ol  their  respective 
offices. 

Sec.  XI.  He  shall,  from  time  to  time,  give  to 
(he  general  Assembly  information  of  the  state  of 
the  commonwealth,  and  recommend  to  their  con- 
sideration such  measures  as  he  shall  judge  expe- 
dient. 

Sec.  XII.  He  may,  oa  extraordinary  occasions, 
convene  the  general  assembly  ; and  in  case  of  dis- 
agreement between  the  two  houses,  with  respect  to 
the  time  of  adjournment,  adjourn  them  to  such 
time  as  he  shall  think  proper,  not  exceeding  four 
months. 

Sec.  XIII.  He  shall  take  care  that  the  laws  be 
faithfully  executed. 

Sec.  XIV.  In  case  of  the  death  or  resignation 
of  the  governor,  or  his  removal  from  office,  the 
speaker  of  the  senate  shall  exereise  the  office  of 
governor,  until  another  governor  shall  be  duly  qual- 
ified ; [but  in  such  case  another  governor  shall  be 
chosen  at  the  next  annual  election  of  representa- 
tives, unless  such  death,  resignation  or  removal 
shall  occur  within  three  calendar  months  imme- 
diately preceding  such  next  annual  election,  in 
which  case  a governor  shall  be  chosen  at  the  second' 
succeeding  annual  election  of  representatives.] 
And  it  the  trial  of  a contested  election  shall  con- 
tinue longer  than  until  [the  third  Monday  of  Jan- 
uary] next  ensuing  the  election  of  governor,  the 
governor  of  the  last  year,  or  the  speaker  of  the 
senate  who  may  be  in  the  exercise  of  the  execu- 
tive authority  shall  continue  therein  until  the  de- 
termination of  such  contested  election,  and  until  a 
governor  shall  be  [duly]  qualified  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  XV.  [The  secretary  of  the  commonwealth], 
shall  keep  a fair  register  of  all  the  official  acts  and 
proceedings  of  the  governor,  and  shall  when  re- 
quired lay  the  same  and  all  papers,  minutes  and 
vouchers  relative  thereto  before  either  branch  of 
the  legislature,  and  shall  perform  such  other  duties 
as  shall  be  enjoined  by  law. 

article  in. 

Sec.  I.  [In  elections  by  the  citizens,  every 
white  freeman  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years, 
having  resided  in  this  state  one  year,  and  in  the 
election  district  where  he  offers  to  vote,  ten  days 
immediately  preceding  such  election,  and  within 
two  years  paid  a state  or  county  tax,  which  shall 
have  been  assessed  at  least  ten  days  hefore  the 
election,  shall  enjoy  the  rights  of  an  elector.  But 
a citizen  of  the  United  States,  who  had  previously 
been  a qualified  voter  of  this  state,  and  removed 
therefrom  and  returned,  and  who  shall  have  resided 
in  the  election  district,  and  paid  taxes  as  aforesaid, 
shall  be  entitled  to  vote,  after  residing  in  the  state 
six  months:]  Provided,  [That  white  freemen,  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  between  the  ages  of 
twenty-one  and  twenty-two  years,  and  having  re- 
sided in  the  state  one  year,  and  in  the  election  dis- 
trict ten  days  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  entitled  to  a 
vote,  although  they  shall  not  have  paid  taxes.] 

Sec.  II.  Alt  elections  shall  be  by  ballot,  except 
those  by  persons  in  their  representative  capaci- 
ties, who  shall  vote  viva  voce. 

Sec.  HI.  Electors  shall  in  all  cases,  except  trea- 
son, felony,  and  breach  of  surety  of  the  peace,  be 
privileged  from  arrest  during  their  attendance  on 
elections,  and  in  going  to  and  returning  from  them. 
article  iv.  ( Unaltered ,) 

Sec.  I.  The  house  of  representatives  shall  have 
the  sole  power  of  impeaching. 

Sec.  II.  All  impeachments  shall  be  tried  by  the 
senate.  When  sitting  for  that  purpose,  the  sena- 
tors shall  be  upon  oath1  or  affirmation.  No  person 
shall  be*  convicted,  without  the  concurrence  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  members  present. 

Sec.  III.  The  governor,  and  all  other  civil  oflK 
cers  under  this  commonwealth,  shatl  be  liable  to 
impeachment  for  any  misdemeanor  in  office;  judg- 
ment in  soeh  cases,  shall  not  extend  further  than  to 
removal  from  office,  and  disqualification  to  hold  any 
office  of  honor,  trust,  or  profit,  under  this  common- 
wealth; the  party,  whether  convicted  or  acquitted, 
shall,  nevertheless,  be  liable  to  indictment,  trial, 
judgment,  and  punishment,  according  to  law, 
article  v. 

Sec.  I.  The  judicial  powerof  this  commonwealth 
shall  be  vested  in  a supreme  court,  in  courts  of 
oyer  and  terminer  and  genera]  jail  delivery,  in  ^ 
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court  of  common  pleas,  orphans’  court,  register’s 
court,  and  a court  of  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace 
for  each  county,  in  justices  of  the  peace,  and  in 
such  other  courts  as  the  legislature  may  from  time 
to  time  establish. 

Sec.  II.  [The  judges  of  the  supreme  court,  of 
the  several  courts  of  common  pleas,  and  of  such 
other  courts  of  record  as  are  or  shall  be  established 
by  law,  shall  be  nominated  by  the  governor,  and  by 
and  with  the  consent  of  the  senate,  appointed  and 
commissioned  by  him.  The  judges  of  the  supreme 
court  shall  hold  their  offices  for  the  term  of  fifteen 
years,  if  they  shrill  so  long  behave  themselves  well. 
The  president  judges  of  the  several  courts  of  com- 
mon pleas,  and  of  such  other  courts  of  record  as 
are  or  shall  be  established  by  law,  and  all  other 
judges  required  to  be  learned  in  the  law,  shall  hold 
their  offices  for  the  term  of  ten  years,  if  they  shall 
so  long  behave  themselves  well. 

The  associate  judges  of  the  courts  of  common 
pleas  shall  hold  their  offices  for  the  term  of  five 
years,  if  they  shall  so  long  behave  themselves  well. 
But  for  any  reasonable  cause,  which  shall  not  be 
sufficient  ground  for  impeachment,  the  governor 
may  remove  any  of  them  on  the  address  of  two- 
thirds  of  each  branch  of  the  legislature.  The 
judges  of  the  supreme  court,  and  the  presidents  of 
the  several  courts  of  common  pleas,  shall  at  stated 
times  receive  for  their  services  an  adequate  com- 
pensation to  be  fixed  by  law,  which  shall  not  be 
diminished  during  their  continuance  in  office;  but 
they  shall  receive  no  fees  or  perquisites  of  office, 
nor  hold  any  other  office  of  profit  under  this  com- 
monwealth.] 

Sec.  III.  [Until  otherwise  directed  by  law,  the 
courts  of  common  pleas  shall  continue  as  at  present 
established.  Not  more  than  five  counties  shall  at 
any  time  be  included  in  one  judicial  district  organ- 
ized for  said  courts.] 

Sec.  IV.  The  jurisdiction  of  the  supreme  court 
shall  extend  over  the  state;  and  the  judges  thereof 
shall,  by  virtue  of  their  offices,  be  justices  of  oyer 
and  terminer  and  general  jail  delivery  in  the  several 
counties. 

Sec.  V.  The  judges  of  the  court  of  common 
pleas,  in  each  county,  shall,  by  virtue  of  their  offi- 
ces, be  justices  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  general 
jail  delivery,  for  the  trial  of  capital  and  other  of- 
fenders therein:  any  two  of  said  judges,  the  presi- 
dent being  one,  shall  be  a quorum;  but  they  shall 
not  hold  a court  of  oyer  and  terminer,  or  jail  de- 
livery, in  any  county,  when  the  judges  of  the  su- 
preme court,  or  any  of  them,  shall  be  sitting  in  the 
same  county.  The  party  accused,  as  well  as  the 
commonwealth,  may  undersuch  regulations  as  shall 
be  prescribed  by  law,  remove  the  indictment  and 
proceedings,  or  a transcript  thereof,  into  the  su- 
preme court. 

Sec.  VI.  The  supreme  court,  and  the  several 
courts  of  common  pleas,  shall,  beside  the  powers 
heretofore  usually  exercised  by  them,  have  the 
powers  of  a court  of  chancery,  so  far  as  relates  to 
the  perpetuating  of  testimony,  the  obtaining  of  evi- 
dence from  places  not  within  the  state,  and  the  care 
of  the  persons  and  estates  of  those  who  are  non 
compos  mentis.  And  the  legislature  shall  vest  in  the 
said  courts  such  other  powers  to  grant  relief  in 
equity,  as  shall  be  found  necessary,  and  may  from 
time  to  time,  enlarge  or  diminish  those  powers  or 
vest  them  in  such  other  courts  as  they  shall  judge 
proper  for  the  due  administration  of  justice. 

Sec.  VII.  The  judges  of  the  court  of  common 
pleas  of  each  county,  any  two  of  whom  shall  be  a 
quorum,  shall  compose  the  quarter  sessions  of  the 
peace,  and  orphans’  court  thereof;  and  the  register 
of  wills,  together  with  the  said  judges,  or  any  two 
of  them,  shall  compose  the  register’s  court  of  each 
county. 

Sec.  VIII.  The  judges  of  the  courts  of  common 
pleas  shall,  within  their  respective  counties,  have 
like  powers  with  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court, 
to  issue  writs  of  certiorari  to  the  justices  of  the 
peace,  and  to  cause  their  proceedings  to  be  brought 
before  them,  and  the  like  right  and  justice  to  be 
done. 

Sec.  IX.  The  president  of  the  court  in  each  cir- 
cuit within  such  circuit,  and  the  judges  of  the 
court  of  common  pleas  within  their  respective 
counties,  shall  be  justices  of  the  peace,  so  far  as 
relates  to  criminal  matters. 

Sec.  X.  A register’s  office,  for  the  probate  of 
wills  and  granting  letters  of  administration,  and  an 
office  for  the  recording  of  deeds,  shall  be  kept  in 
each  county. 

Sec.  XI.  The  style  of  all  process  shall  be  “The 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania.”  All  prosecu- 
tions shall  be  carried  on  in  the  name  and  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
conclude  “against  the  peace  and  dignity  of  the 
same.” 


ARTICLE  VI. 

Sec.  I.  Sheriffs  and  coroners  shall,  at  the  times 
and  places  of  election  of  representatives,  be  cho- 
sen by  the  citizens  of  each  county.  [One  person 
shall  be  chosen  for  each  office,  who]  shall  be  [com- 
missioned] by  the  governor.  They  shall  hold  their 
offices  for  three  years,  if  they  shall  so  long  behave 
themselves  well,  and  until  a successor  be  duly 
qualified;  but  no  person  shall  be  twice  chosen  or 
appointed  sheriff  in  any  term  of  six  years.  Va- 
cancies in  either  of  the  said  offices  shall  be  filled  by 
an  appointment  from  the  governor,  to  continue  un- 
til the  next  general  election,  and  until  a successor 
shall  be  chosen  and  qualified  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  II.  The  freemen  of  this  commonwealth  shall 
be  armed  [organized]  and  disciplined  for  its  de- 
fence, [when  and  in  such  manner  as  maybe  direct- 
ed by  law.]  Those  who  conscientiously  scruple 
to  bear  arms,  shall  not  be  compelled  to  do  so,  but 
but  shall  pay  an  equivalent  for  personal  service. 

Sec.  III.  [Prothonotaries  of  the  supreme  court 
shall  be  appointed  by  the  said  court  for  the  term  of 
three  years,  if  they  so  long  behave  themselves  well. 
Prothonotaries  and  clerks  of  the  several  other 
courts,  recorders  of  deeds,  and  registers  of  wills, 
shall  at  the  times  and  places  of  election  of  repre- 
sentatives be  elected  by  the  qualified  electors  of 
each  county,  or  the  districts  over  which  the  juris- 
diction of  said  courts  extends;  and  shall  be  com- 
missioned by  the  governor.  They  shall  hold  their 
offices  for  three  years,  if  they  shall  so  long  behave 
themselves  well,  and  until  their  successors  shall  be 
duly  qualified.  The  legislature  shall  provide  by 
law  the  number  of  persons  in  each  county  who 
I shall  hold  said  offices,  and  how  many,  and  which  of 
said  offices,  shall  be  held  by  one  person.  Vacancies 
in  any  of  the  said  offices  shall  be  filled  by  appoint- 
ments to  be  made  by  the  governor,  to  continue  un- 
til the  next  general  election,  and  until  successors 
shall  be  elected  and  qualified  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  IV.  Prothonotaries,  clerks  of  the  peace  and 
orphans’  courts,  recorders  of  deeds,  registers  of 
wills  and  sheriff's,  shall  keep  their  offices  in  the 
county  town  of  the  county  in  which  they,  respec- 
tively, shall  be  officers,  unless,  when  the  governor 
shall,  for  special  reasons,  dispense  therewith,  for 
any  term  not  exceeding  five  years  after  the  county 
shall  have  been  erected. 

Sec.  V.  All  commissions  shall  be  in  the  name  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  be  sealed  with  the  state  seal,  and 
signed  by  the  governor. 

Sec.  VI.  [A]  state  treasurer  shall  be  [elected] 
annually,  by  joint  vote  of  [both  branches  of  the 
legislature.] 

Sec.  VII.  [Justices  of  the  peace,  or  aldermen, 
shall  be  elected  in  the  several  wards,  boroughs  and 
townships,  at  the  time  of  the  election  of  consta- 
bles, by  the  qualified  voters  thereof,  in  such  num- 
ber as  shall  be  directed  by  law,  and  shall  be  com- 
missioned by  the  governor  for  a term  of  five  years. 
But  no  township,  ward  or  borough  shall  elect  more 
than  two  justices  of  the  peace  or  aldermen  without 
the  consent  of  a majority  of  the  qualified  electors 
within  such  township,  ward  or  borough.] 

Sec.  VIII.  [All  officers  whose  election  or  ap- 
pointment is  not  provided  for  in  this  constitution, 
shall  be  elected  or  appointed  as  shall  be  directed  by 
law.  No  person  shall  be  appointed  to  any  office 
within  any  county,  who  shall  have  not  been  a citi- 
zen and  an  inhabitant  therein  one  year  next  before 
his  appointment,  if  the  county  shall  have  been  so 
long  erected;  but  if  it  shall  not  have  been  so  long 
erected,  then  within  the  limits  of  the  county  or 
counties  out  of  which  it  shall  have  been  taken.  No 
member  of  congress  from  this  state,  or  any  person 
holding  or  exercising  any  office  of  appointment  of 
trust  or  profit  under  the  United  States,  shall  at  the 
same  time  hold  or  exercise  any  office  in  this  state, 
to  which  a salary  is,  or  fees  or  perquisites  are  by 
law  annexed:  and  the  legislature  may  by  law  de- 
clare what  state  officers  are  incompatible.  No 
member  of  the  senate  or  of  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives shall  be  appointed  by  the  governor  to  any 
office  during  the  term  for  which  he  shall  have  been 
elected.] 

Sec.  IX.  [All  officers  for  a term  of  years  shall 
hold  their  offices  for  the  term  respectively  specifi- 
ed, only  on  the  condition  that  they  so  long  behave 
themselves  well;  and  shall  be  removed  on  convic- 
tion of  misbehavior  in  office,  or  of  any  infamous 
crime.] 

Sec.  X.  [Any  person  who  shall,  after  the  adop- 
tion of  the  amendments  proposed  by  this  conven- 
tion to  the  constitution,  fight  a duel,  or  send  a 
challenge  forthat  purpose,  or  be  aider  or  abetter  in 
fighting  a duel,  shall  be  deprived  of  the  right  of 
holding  any  office  of  honor  or  profit  in  this  state, 
and  shall  be  punished  otherwise  in  such  manner  as 
is,  or  may  be  prescribed  by  law;  but  the  execu- 


tive may  remit  the  said  offence  and  all  its  disquali- 
fications.] 

ARTICLE  VII. 

Sec.  I.  The  legislature  shall,  as  soon  as  conven- 
iently may  be,  provide,  by  law,  for  the  establish- 
ment of  schools  throughout  the  state  in  such  man- 
ner that  the  poor  may  be  taught  gratis. 

Sec.  II.  The  arts  and  sciences  shall  be  promoted 
in  one  or  more  seminaries  of  learning. 

Sec.  III.  The  rights,  privileges,  immunities  and 
and  estates  of  religious  societies  and  corporate  bo- 
dies, shall  remain  as  if  the  constitution  of  this 
state  had  not  been  altered  or  amended. 

Sec.  IV.  [The  legislature  shall  not  invest  any 
corporate  body  or  individual  with  the  privilege  of 
taking  private  property  for  public  use,  without  re- 
quiring such  corporation  or  individual  to  make 
compensation  to  the  owners  of  said  property,  or 
give  adequate  security  therefor,  before  such  pro- 
perty shall  be  taken.] 

ARTICLE  VIII. 

Members  of  the  general  assembly,  and  all  offi- 
cers, executive  and  judicial;  shall  be  bound  by 
oath  or  affirmation  to  support  the  constitution  of 
this  commonwealth  and  to  perform  the  duties  of 
their  respective  offices  with  fidelity. 

That  the  general,  great  and  essential  principles 
of  liberty  and  free  government,  may  be  recognized 
and  unalterably  established,  ice  declare , 

Sec.  I.  That  all  men  are  born  equally  free  and 
independent,  and  have  certain  inherent  and  inde- 
feasible rights;  among  which  are  those  of  enjoying 
and  defending  life  and  liberty,  of  acquiring,  pos- 
sessing and  protecting  property  and  reputation,  and 
of  pursuing  their  own  happiness. 

Sec.  II.  Thatall  power  is  inherent  in  the  people, 
and  all  free  governments  are  founded  on  their  au- 
thority, and  instituted  for  their  peace,  safety,  and 
happiness:  For  the  advancement  of  those  ends, 
they  have  at  all  times  an  unalienable  and  indefeasi- 
ble right  to  alter,  reform,  or  abolish  their  govern- 
ment in  such  manner  as  they  may  think  proper. 

Sec.  III.  That  all  men  have  a natural  and  inde- 
feasible right  to  worship  Almighty  God  according 
to  the  dictates  ot  their  own  consciences;  that  no 
man  can,  of  right,  be  compelled  to  attend,  erect  or 
support  any  place  of  worship,  or  to  maintain  any 
ministry  against  his  consent;  that  no  human  autho- 
rity can,  in  any  case  whatever,  control  or  interfere 
with  the  rights  of  conscience;  and  that  no  prefer- 
ence shall  ever  be  given  by  law,  to  any  religious 
establishments  or  modes  of  worship. 

Sec.  IV.  That  no  person  who  acknowdedges  the 
being  of  a God  and  a future  state  of  rewards  and 
punishments,  shall,  on  account  of  his  religious  sen- 
timents, be  disqualified  to  hold  any  office,  or  place 
of  trust  or  profit  under  this  commonwealth. 

Sec.  V.  That  elections  shall  be  free  and  equal. 
Sec.  VI.  That  trial  by  jury  shall  be  as  hereto- 
fore, and  the  right  thereof  remain  inviolate. 

Sec.  VII.  That  the  printing  presses  shall  be  free 
to  every  person  who  undertakes  to  examine  the 
proceedings  of  the  legislature  or  any  branch  of  the 
government:  and  no  law  shall  be  made  to  restrain 
the  right  thereof.  The  iree  communication  of 
thoughts  and  opinions  is  one  of  the  invaluable 
rights  of  man;  and  every  citizen  may  freely  speak, 
write  and  print  on  any  subject,  being  responsible 
for  the  abuse  of  that  liberty.  In  prosecutions  for 
the  publication  of  papers,  investigating  the  official 
conduct  of  officers,  or  men  in  a public  capacity,  or 
where  the  matter  published  is  proper  for  public  in- 
formation, the  truth  thereof  may  be  given  in  evi- 
dence, and,  in  all  indictments  for  libels,  the  jury 
shall  have  a right  to  determine  the  law  and  the 
facts  under  the  direction  of  the  courts  as  in  other 
cases. 

Sec.  VIII.  That  the  people  shall  be  secure  in 
their  persons,  houses,  papers  and  possessions,  from 
unreasonable  searches  and  seizures,  and  that  no 
warrant  to  search  any  place,  or  to  seize  any  person 
or  things,  shall  issue  without  describing  them  as 
nearly  as  may  be,  nor  without  probable  cause,  sup- 
ported by  oath  or  affirmation. 

Sec.  IX.  That  in  all  criminal  prosecutions,  the 
accused  hath  a right  to  be  heard  by  himself  and  his 
counsel,  to  demand  the  nature  and  cause  of  the  ac- 
cusation against  him,  to  meet  the  witness  face  to 
face,  to  have  compulsory  process  for  obtaining  wit- 
nesses in  Ms  favor,  and  in  prosecutions  by  indict- 
ment or  information,  a speedy  trial  by  an  impartial 
jury  of  the  vicinage:  That  he  cannot  be  compelled 
to  give  evidence  against  himself,  nor  can  he  be  de- 
prived of  his  life,  liberty  or  property,  unless  by  the 
judgment  of  his  peers  or  the  law  of  the  land. 

Sec.  X.  No  person  shall,  for  any  indictable  of- 
fence, be  proceeded  against  criminally  by  informa- 
tion, except  in  cases  arising  in  the  land  or  naval 
forces,  or  in  the  militia  when  in  actual  service  in 
the  time  of  war  or  public  danger;  i v by  leave  ot 
the  court  for  oppression  and  misdemeanor  in  office. 


87 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— APRIL  7,  1838— GENERAL  SCOTT. 


No  person  shall  i'or  the  same  offence  be  twice  put 
in  jeopardy  of  life  or  limb;  nor  shall  any  man’s 
property  be  taken,  or  applied  to  public  use,  with- 
out the  consent  of  his  representatives,  and  without 
just  compensation  being  made. 

Sec.  XI.  That  all  courts  shall  be  open,  and  every 
man  for  an  injury  done  him  in  his  lands,  goods, 
person  or  reputation,  shall  have  remedy  by  the  due 
course  of  law,  and  the  right  and  justice  adminis- 
tered, without  sale,  denial  or  delay.  Suits  may  be 
brought  against  the  commonwealth  in  such  manner, 
in  such  courts,  and  in  such  cases,  as  the  legisla- 
ture may,  by  law,  direct. 

Sec.  XII.  That  no  power  of  suspending  laws 
shall  be  exercised,  unless  by  the  legislature,  or  its 
authority. 

Sec.  XIII.  That  excessive  bail  shall  not  be  re- 
quired, nor  excessive  fines  imposed,  nor  cruel  pun- 
ishments inflicted. 

Sec.  XIV.  That  all  prisoners  shall  be  bailable 
by  sufficient  sureties,  unless  for  capital  offences, 
when  the  proof  is  evident  or  presumption  great: 
and  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  shall 
not  be  suspended,  unless  when  in  cases  of  rebel- 
lion or  invasion  the  public  safety  may  require  it. 

Sec.  XV.  That  no  commission  of  oyer  and  ter- 
miner or  jail  delivery  shall  be  issued. 

Sec.  XVI.  That  the  person  of  a debtor,  where 
there  is  not  strong  presumption  of  fraud  shall  not 
be  continued  in  prison  after  delivering  up  his  es- 
tate for  the  benefit  of  his  creditors  in  such  manner 
as  shall  be  prescribed  by  law. 

Sec.  XVII.  No  ex  post  facto  law,  nor  any  law 
impairing  contracts  shall  be  made. 

Sec.  XVIII.  No  person  shall  be  attainted  of  trea- 
son or  felony  by  the  legislature. 

Sec.  XIX.  That  no  attainder  shall  work  corrup- 
tion of  blood;  nor,  except  during  the  life  of  the 
offender,  forfeiture  of  estate  to  the  commonwealth: 
that  the  estates  of  such  persons  as  shall  destroy 
their  own  lives,  shall  descend  or  vest  as  in  case  of 
natural  death;  and  if  any  person  shall  be  killed  by 
casualty,  there  shall  be  no  forfeiture  by  reason 
thereof. 

Sec.  XX.  That  the  citizens  have  a right  in  a 
peaceable  manner,  to  assemble  together  for  their 
common  good,  and  to  apply  to  those  invested  with 
the  powers  of  government  for  redress  of  grievances, 
or  other  proper  purposes,  by  petition,  redress  or  re- 
monstrance. 

Sec.  XXI.  That  the  right  of  the  citizens  to  bear 
arms,  in  defence  of  themselves  and  the  state,  shall 
not  be  questioned. 

Sec.  XXII.  That  no  standing  army  shall,  in  time 
of  peace,  be  kept  up,  without  the  consent  of  the 
legislature;  and  the  military  shall  in  all  cases  and 
at  all  times  be  in  strict  subordination  to  the  civil 
power. 

Sec.  XXIII.  No  soldier  shall,  in  time  of  peace, 
be  quartered  in  any  house,  without  the  consent  of 
the  owner,  nor  in  time  of  war  but  in  a manner  to  be 
prescribed  by  law. 

Sec.  XXI  V.  That  the  legislature  shall  not  grant 
any  title  of  nobility  or  hereditary  distinction,  nor 
create  any  office  the  appointment  to  which  shall 
be  for  a longer  term  than  during  good  behaviour. 

Sec.  XXV.  That  emigration  from  the  state  shall 
not  be  prohibited. 

Sec.  XXVI.  To  guard  against  transgressions  of 
the  high  powers  which  we  have  delegated,  we  de- 
clare,, that  every  thing  in  this  article  is  excepted 
out  of  the  general  powers  of  government,  and  shall 
forever  remain  inviolate. 

ARTICLE  ix. 

[Any  amendment  or  amendments  to  this  consti- 
tution, may  be  proposed  in  the  senate  or  house  of 
representatives,  and  if  the  same  shall  be  agreed  to 
by  a majority  of  the  members  elected  to  each 
house,  such  proposed  amendments  shall  be  entered 
on  their  journals  with  the  yeas  and  nays  taken 
thereon,  and  the  secretary  of  the  commonwealth 
shall  cause  the  same  to  be  published  three  months 
before  the  next  election,  in  at  least  one  newspaper 
in  every  county  in  which  a newspaper  shall  be  es- 
tablished; and  if  in  the  legislature  next  afterwards 
chosen,  such  proposed  amendment  or  amendments 
shall  be  agreed  to  by  a majority  of  the  members 
elected  to  each  house,  the  secretary  of  the  com- 
monwealth shall  cause  the  same  again  to  be  pub- 
lished in  manner  aforesaid  and  such  proposed 
amendment  or  amendments  shall  be  submitted  to 
the  people  in  such  manner,  and  at  such  time,  at 
least  three  months  after  being  so  agreed  to  by  the 
two  houses,  as  the  legislature  shall  prescribe;  and 
if  the  people  shall  approve  and  ratify  such  amend- 
ment or  amen  Iments  by  a majority  of  the  qualified 
voters  of  this  state  voting  thereon,  such  amend- 
ment or  amendments  shall  become  a part  of  the 
constitution,  but  r o amendment  or  amendments 
shall  be  submitted  to  the  people  oftener  than  once 
in  five  years:  Provided,  that  if  more  than  one 


i amendment  be  submitted,  they  shall  be  submitted 
in  such  manner  and  form,  that  the  people  may  vote 
for  or  against  each  amendment  separately  and  dis- 
tinctly. 

SCHEDULE. 

That  no  inconvenience  may  arise  from  the  al- 
terations and  amendments  in  the  constitution  ol 
this  commonwealth,  and  in  order  to  carry  the  same 
into  complete  operation,  it  is  hereby  declared  and 
ordained,  that 

1.  All  laws  of  this  commonwealth  in  force  at  the 
time  when  the  said  alterations  and  amendments  in 
the  said  constitution  shall  take  effect,  and  not  in- 
consistent therewith,  and  all  rights,  prosecutions, 
actions,  claims  and  contracts,  as  well  of  individuals 
as  of  bodies  corporate,  shall  continue  as  if  the  said 
alterations  and  amendments  had  not  been  made. 

2.  The  alterations  and  amendments  in  the  said 
constitution  shall  take  effect  from  the  1st  day  of 
January,  1839. 

3.  The  clauses,  sections  and  articles  of  the  said 
constitution  which  remain  unaltered,  shall  continue 
to  be  construed  and  have  effect,  as  if  the  said  con- 
stitution had  not  been  amended. 

4.  The  general  assembly,  which  shall  convene  in 
December,  1838,  shall  continue  its  session,  as  here- 
tofore, notwithstanding  the  provision  in  the  eleventh 
section  of  the  first  article,  and  shall  at  all  times  be 
regarded  as  the  first  general  assembly  under  the 
amended  constitution. 

5.  The  governor,  who  shall  be  elected  in  Octo- 
ber, 1836,  shall  be  inaugurated  on  the  3d  Tuesday 
in  January,  1839;  to  which  time  the  present  exe- 
cutive term  is  hereby  extended. 

6.  The  commissions  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme 
court,  who  may  be  in  office  on  the  1st  day  of  Janu- 
ary next  shall  expire  in  the  following  manner: — 
The  commission  which  bears  the  earliest  date  shall 
expire  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  anno  domini 
1842:  the  commission  next  dated  shall  expire  on  the 
1st  day  of  January,  anno  domini  1845:  the  commis- 
sion next  dated  shall  expire  on  the  1st  day  of 
January,  anno  domini  1848:  the  commission  next 
dated  shall  expire  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  anno 
domini  1851:  and  the  commission  last  dated  shall 
expire  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  anno  domini 
1854. 

7.  The  commissions  of  the  president,  judges  of 

the  several  judicial  districts,  and  of  the  associate 
law  judges  of  the  first  judicial  district,  shall  expire 
as  follows  : The  commissions  of  one  half  of  those 

who  shall  have  held  their  offices  ten  years  or  more, 
at  the  adoption  of  the  amendments  to  the  constitu- 
tion, shall  expire  on  the  27th  day  of  February, 
1839:  the  commission  of  the  other  half  of  those 
who  shall  have  held  their  offices  ten  years  or  more, 
at  the  adoption  of  the  amendments  to  the  constitu- 
tion, shall  expire  on  the  27th  day  of  February, 
1842:  the  first  half  to  embrace  those  whose  com- 
mission shall  bear  the  oldest  date.  The  commis- 
sions of  all  the  remaining  judges  who  shall  not 
have  held  their  offices  for  ten  years  at  the  adoption 
of  the  amendments  to  the  constitution,  shall  expire 
on  the  27th  day  of  February  next,  after  the  end  of 
ten  years  from  the  date  of  their  commissions. 

8.  The  recorders  of  the  several  mayors’  courts, 
and  other  criminal  courts  in  this  commonwealth, 
shall  be  appointed  for  the  same  time,  and  in  the 
same  manner  as  the  president  judges  of  the  several 
judicial  districts:  of  those  now  in  office,  the  com- 
mission oldest  in  date  shall  expire  on  the  27th  day 
of  February,  1841,  and  the  others  every  two  years 
thereafter,  according  to  their  respective  dates;  those 
oldest  in  (late  expiring  first. 

9.  The  legislature  at  its  first  session  under  the 
amended  constitution,  shall  divide  the  other  asso- 
ciate judges  of  the  state  into  four  classes.  The 
commissions  of  those  of  the  first  class  shall  expire 
on  the  27th  day  of  February,  1840:  of  those  of  the 
second  clas3  on  the  27th  day  of  February,  1841: 
of  the  third  class  on  the  27th  day  of  February, 
1842:  and  those  of  the  fourth  class  on  the  27th  day 
of  February,  1843.  The  said  classes,  from  the  first 
to  the  fourth,  shall  be  arranged  according  to  the 
seniority  of  the  commissions  of  the  several  judges. 

10.  Prothonotaries,  clerks  of  the  several  courts, 
(except  of  the  supreme  court,)  recorders  of  deeds, 
and  registers  of  wills,  3hall  be  first  elected  under 
the  amended  constitution,  at  the  election  of  repre- 
sentatives in  the  year  1839,  in  such  manner  as  may 
be  prescribed  by  law. 

11.  The  appointing  power  shall  remain  as  here- 
tofore, and  all  officers  in  the  appointment  of  the 
executive  department  shall  continue  in  the  exer- 
cise of  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices,  until 
the  legislature  shall  pass  such  laws  as  may  be  re- 
quired by  the  eighth  section  of  the  sixth  article  of 
the  amended  constitution,  and  until  appointments 
shall  be  made  under  such  laws;  unless  their  com- 
missions shall  be  superceded  by  new  appointments, 
or  shall  sooner  expire  by  their  own  limitations,  or 


the  said  offices  shall  become  vacant  by  death  or 
resignation,  and  such  laws  shall  be  enacted  by  the 
first  legislature  under  the  amended  constitution. 

12.  The  first  election  for  aldermen  and  justice  of 
the  peace  shall  be  held  in  the  year  1840,  at  the 
time  fixed  for  the  election  of  constables.  The  le- 
gislature at  its  first  session,  under  the  amended  con- 
stitution, shall  provide  for  said  election,  and  for 
subsequent  similar  elections.  The  aldermen  and 
justices  of  the  peace  now  in  commission,  or  who 
may  in  the  interim  be  appointed,  shall  continue  to 
discharge  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices  until 
fifteen  days  after  the  day  which  shall  be  fixed  by 
law  for  the  issuing  of  new  commissions,  at  the  ex- 
piration of  which  time  their  commissions  shall  ex- 
pire. 

In  testimony  that  the  foregoing  is  the  amended 
constitution  of  Pennsylvania,  as  agreed  to  in  con- 
vention, we,  the  officers  and  members  of  the  con- 
vention, have  hereunto  signed  our  names,  at  Phila- 
delphia, the  22d  day  of  February,  anno  domini 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  and 
of  the  independence  of  the  United  States  of  Ameri- 
ca the  sixty-second. 

JOHN  SERGEANT,  President. 

Daniel  Agnew,  Wm.  Ayres,  M.  W.  Baldwin, 
Ephraim  Banks,  John  Y.  Barclay,  Jacob  Barndol- 
lar,  Chas.  A.  Barnitz,  Andrew  Bedford,  Thomas  S. 
Bell,  James  Cornell  Biddle,  Lebbeus  L.  Bigelow, 
Saral.  C.  Bonham,  Chas.  Brown,  Jeremiah  Brown, 
Wm.  Brown,  Pierce  Butler,  Samuel  Carey,  John 
Cummin,  Thomas  S.  Cunningham,  Wm.  Curd,  Jos. 
R.  Chandler,  John  Chandler,  George  Chambers, 
Ch.  Chauncey,  Nathaniel  Clapp,  Jas.  Clarke,  John 
Clarke,  Wm.  Clark,  A.  J.  Cline,  Lindley  Coates, 
R.  E.  Cochran,  Thomas  P.  Cope,  Joshua  F.  Cox, 
Walter  Craig,  Rich.  M.  Crain,  G.  T.  Crawford, 
Cornelius  Crum,  Wm.  Darlington,  Benj.  Martin, 
John  J.  M’Cahen,  E.  T.  M’Dowell,  Jas.  M’Sherry, 
MarkDarrah, HarmarDenny,  John  Dickey,  Joshua 
Dickerson,  Jacob  Dillinger,  Jas.  Donagan,  J.  R. 
Donnell,  Joseph  M.  Doran,  James  Dunlop,  Thos. 
Earle,  D.  M.  Farrelly,  Robert  Fleming,  Walter 
Forward,  John  Foulkrod,  Joseph  Fry,  John  Fuller, 
John  A.  Gamble,  Wm.  Gearhart,  David  Gilmore, 
Virgil  Grenell,  Wm.  L.  Harris,  Thomas  Hastings, 
Ezra  S.  Hayhurst,  Wm.  Hays,  Abm.  Helffenstein, 
M.  Henderson,  Wm.  Henderson,  Wm.  Heister, 
Wm.  High,  Jos.  Hopkinson,  John  Houpt,  Jabez 
Hyde,  C.  J.  Ingersoll,  Pbs.  Jenks,  Geo.  M.  Keim, 
James  Kennedy,  Aaron  Kerr,  Jos.  Konigmacher,  J. 
Krebs,  H.  G.  Long,  David  Lyons,  A.  Magee,  Joel 
K.  Mann,  W.  M.  Meredith,  James  Merrill,  Levi 
Merkel,  J.  Montgomery,  C.  Meyers,  D.  Nevin, 
Wm.  Overfield,  Hiram  Payne,  M.  Pennypacker, 
Jas.  Porter,  J.  Madison  Porter,  S.  A.  Purviance, 
E.  C.  Reigart,  A.  H.  Read,  G.  W.  Riter,  Jno.  Rit- 
ter, H.  G.  Rogers,  Samuel  Royer,  Jas.  M.  Russell, 
Daniel  Saeger,  John  M.  Scott,  Tobias  Sellers,  G. 
Seltzer,  Geo.  Serrill,  Henry  Scheetz,  Geo.  Shilleto, 
T.H.  Sill,  Geo.  Smith,  Wm.  Smyth,  Jos.  Snively, 
Jno.  B,  Sterigere,  Jacob  Stickel,  Ebenezer  W. 
Sturdevant,  Thomas  Taggart,  Morgan  J.  Thomas, 
James  Todd,  Thomas  Weaver,  Jacob  W.  Weidman, 
R.  G.  White,  G.  W.  Woodward,  R.  Young. 

(Attest.)  S.  Shoch,  Secretary. 

George  L.  Fauss,  ) „ ,,  „ , 

J.  Williams,  \ Asst  Secr  s' 
[Amendments  between  brackets.] 


GENERAL  SCOTT. 

It  gives  us  much  pleasure  to  lay  before  our  readers 
the  manly  and  soldier  like  communication  of  general 
Scott  to  colonel  Hughes,  commanding  her  majesty’s 
forces  on  the  Niagara  frontier.  Although  a spirit  of 
becoming  courtesy  and  forbearance  pervades  the 
letter,  yet  it  has  all  the  attributes  which  have  hitherto 
denoted  the  lofty  American  character  of  the  writer. 
Its  tone  and  sentiments  afford  an  ample  refutation  of 
the  false  and  malicious  charges  against  general  Scott, 
made  by  speaker  McNabb,  and  the  members  of  the 
provincial  house  of  assembly.  [Alex.  Gaz 

From  the  Montreal  Gazette  of  the  24 th  u It. 

Headquarters , eastern  division  U.  S.  army, 

Buffalo,  Jan.  29,  1838. 

Sir:  I had  the  honor  to  receive,  by  the  hand  of 
captain  Maitland,  your  letter  of  the  16th  inst.  which 
enclosed  one  of  the  same  date  from  captain  Drew,  of 
the  royal  navy,  and  I have  since  received  the  com- 
munication of  colonel  McNabb,  commanding  her 
majesty’s  militia  and  naval  forces  on  the  Niagara 
frontier,  dated  the  18th. 

I begged  capt.  Maitland  to  offer  you  my  numerous 
and  pressing  engagements,  as  an  apology  for  not 
giving,  at  the  time,  a more  formal  acknowledgment 
of  the  first  and  second  notes:  and  the  same  apology 
was  repeated  through  captain  Glasgow,  whom  I hava 
since  had  the  pleasure  to  receive  as  a visiter. 
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Both  captains  Maitland  and  Glasgow  had  opportu- 
nities (and  I was  pleased  that  it  was  so)  to  witness 
the  character  of  my  occupations,  which  had  for  their 
object  the  defeat,  by  harmonizing  all  the  authorities, 
civil  and  military,  both  of  the  general  and  state  gov- 
ernments, of  the  hostile  expedition  on  foot,  within 
our  jurisdiction,  against  her  majesty’s  neighboring 
provinces. 

From  the  measures  taken,  and  ready  to  be  applied, 

I am  happy  to  repeat  what  I orally  communicated 
through  captains  Maitland  and  Glasgow',  that  I en- 
tertain a well  grounded  hope  that  we  shall  be  able  to 
prevent  the  embarkation  of  any  considerable  portion 
of  the  men  and  arms  of  that  expedition  on  this  side 
of  Cleveland;  and  brig.  gen.  Brady,  U.  S.  army, 
under  my  command  at  Detroit,  has  taken  measures, 
in  conjunction  with  his  excellency  the  governor  of 
Michigan,  to  maintain  the  obligations  of  neutrailty 
in  that  quarter. 

At  this  place,  I think,  we  shall  be  able  to  prevent 
any  hostile  embarkation;  and  the  steamer  Barcelona 
has  already  been  out,  and  will  proceed  again,  the 
moment  the  wind  shall  permit,  with  a detachment  of 
the  United  States  troops,  and  the  proper  civil  officers, 
as  high  up  the  lake  as  Dunkirk,  looking  into  Catta- 
raugus and  Silver  creeks  on  the  way.  Another  and  a 
better  steamer,  the  Robert  Fulton,  will  follow'  to- 
night, or  early  in  the  morning,  with  a large  detach- 
ment. The  latter  may  go  as  far  as  Detroit,  and  cer- 
tainly, the  w'eather  permitting,  as  high  as  Cleveland. 
The  object  of  both  boats  and  detachments  is  the  same 
— to  prevent  the  embarkation  of  the  hostile  expe- 
dition. 

As  was  explained  to  captains  Maitland  and  Glas- 
gow, my  powers  to  effect  that  object  have  been  much 
enlarged  since  I had  the  honor  to  address  you  my 
former  note,  and  we  (the  civil  authorities  and  my- 
self) are  daily  in  expectation  of  receiving  a new  act 
of  congress,  giving  us  yet  more  ample  authoiity. 

The  steamer  New  England,  lying  in  this  port,  and 
understood  to  be  engaged  to  take  off  portions  of  the 
hostile  expedition  from  points  above,  we  hope  to  find 
the  means  of  detaining.  I have,  in  the  act  of  writ- 
ing this  sentence,  the  further  hope  of  hiring  and  tak- 
ing her  into  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

I give  these  details  in  the  spirit  of  national  amity, 
and  in  the  sincere  hope  that  the  neutral  relations  of 
the  two  countries  may  long  be  maintained. 

It  is  with  reluctance  that  I advert,  and  I shall 
merely  advert,  to  certain  points  in  the  three  commu- 
nications acknowledged  above. 

I cannot  stipulate,  as  you  have  proposed,  as  the 
price  of  your  respecting  the  sovereignty  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  “ to  stop  the  Barcelona,  or  any  vessel 
which  may  be  employed  in  the  same  cause,  and  have 
her  examined,  to  ascertain  whether  or  not  they  may 
have.any  of  tile  rebels  on  board  iatejy  in  arms  upon 
Navy  Island,  or  any  of  their  arms  or  munitions  of 

war, ”  and  so  I said  orally,  through  captain  Maitland, 
and  added,  that,  while  I should  be  happy  to  do  all 
that  our  laws  would  permit  to  maintain  our  neulral 
relations  with  Great  Britain,  I had  another  high  duty 
to  perform — that  of  preventing,  by  all  the  means  I 
could  command,  the  violation  of  the  sovereignty  of 
the  United  States. 

I said,  in  my  note  of  the  15th  instant  to  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  armed  British  vessels  in  the 
Niagara,  that  it  gave  me  pain  to  perceive  the  armed 
vessels  anchored  in  our  W'aters,  with  the  probable  in- 
tention to  fire  upon  the  expedition  moving  within  the 
same  w'aters,  and  that  I should  be  obliged  to  consid- 
er a discharge  of  shot  or  shell  from  or  into  our  wa- 
ters, from  the  armed  schooners  of  her  majesty,  as  an 
act  too  seriously  compromising  the  neutrality  of  the 
two  nations. 

Capt.  Drew',  in  the  reply  which  I am  thus  acknow- 
ledging, has  been  pleased  to  mistake  my  point,  and 
to  raise  another,  which,  certainly,  in  time  of  peace, 
no  functionary  in  the  United  States  will  ever  ques- 
tion, viz.  the  common  right  of  both  nations  to  navi- 
gate, in  all  their  breadth,  the  waters  of  the  Niagara. 

Col.  McNabb  (who  will  pardon  me  for  not  address- 
ing myself  directly  to  him — indeed,  I have  not  the 
time,  without  neglecting  some  urgent  duty  of  neu- 
trality) has  opened  upon  me  a wide  field  of  com- 
plaint and  controversy.  With  what  may  be  his  pe- 
culiar views  of  international  law  as  applicable  to  re- 
cent and  present  circumstances  on  this  frontier,  I 
have,  in  the  way  of  discussion,  nothing  to  do.  That 
code  is  always  open  to  me,  and  I shall  not  fail,  re- 
gardless of  his  admonitions,  to  apply  it  to  current 
events. 

I will,  however,  state  to  you,  in  the  spirit  of  ami- 
ty, that  I knew  when  the  steamer,  the  Barcelona, 

was,  on  the  15th,  16th,  and  17th  instant,  passing  up 
from  Grand  Island  to  this  port,  she  had  no  part  of  the 

Eersonal  or  material  of  the  hostile  expedition  on 
oard. 

Col.  McNabb  tells  me  that  “but  for  an  unfortu- 
nate misapprehension  of  the  orders  given  by  capt. 
D/ew,”  that  vessel  (she  alone  passed  up)  would 


have  been  assailed.  More  pacific  than  the  colonel,  i 
I shall  call  that  misapprehension  a most  fortunate 
event,  and  only  regret  that  some  equally  kind  influ- 
ence did  not  preside  over  the  friendly  relations  of 
the  tw'o  countries  on  the  night  of  the  unhappy  affair 
of  the  Caroline. 

As  to  the  alleged  discharge  of  arms  from  grand 
Island,  on  the  13th  instant,  by  a party  of  New  York 
militia,  upon  the  boat  of  lieut.  Emsly,  of  the  royal 
navy,  and  the  correspendence  which  ensued  be- 
tween col.  McNabb  and  col.  Ayres,  of  the  New 
York  militia,  upon  the  subject,  I have  no  knowledge 
except  through  col.  McNabb.  I shall  inquire  for 
that  correspondence,  and  refer  the  whole  subject  for 
investigation  to  the  proper  state  authority  now  pre- 
sent, only  remarking  at  this  time,  that  col.  Ayres 
was  not  then,  nor  is  yet,  taken  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  or  under  my  command.  I have  no 
doubt  that  all  that  is  proper  will  be  done  in  the  case, 
and  to  that  end  I shall  give  my  attention. 

Gen.  Arcularius,  who  has,  I know  not  how,  got 
into  correspondence  with  her  majesty’s  authorities 
on  this  frontier,  has,  I believe,  returned  to  Albany. 
He  held  no  command  on  this  frontier,  either  under 
the  state  or  general  government,  being  here,  I learn, 
as  the  agent  of  the  former,  to  claim  and  to  get  pos- 
session of  certain  arms  purloined  from  the  state  arse- 
nals. Many  of  these  cannon  and  muskets  have 
already  been  recovered,  and  we  hope  soon  to  recover 
the  remainder. 

I have  received  a note  from  Lewiston,  stating  that 
a ferry  boat  belonging  to  that  place  and  Queenston, 
has  for  some  cause  or  other,  been  detained  on  your 
side  of  the  river,  to  the  great  inconvenience  of  our 
people  in  that  neighborhood.  I make  no  complaint 
on  the  subject,  because  I am  ignorant  of  all  the  ma- 
terial circumstances  ; but  will  suggest  whether  it 
may  not  contribute  to  the  restoration  of  good  feel- 
ings on  both  sides  to  permit  the  ferry  boat  to  resume 
her  usual  trips,  particularly  as  I think  I can  assure 
you  all  the  navy  Island  people  have  advanced  up 
the  country  to  this  place  and  beyond. 

I have  the  honor,  &c. 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 

P.  S.  I have  engaged  the  New  England,  and  a 
party  of  troops  has  just  gone  down  to  take  posses- 
sion of  her.  The  hostile  expedition  can  now  obtain 
no  boat  this  side  of  Erie.  W.  S. 

Col.  C.  Hughes,  British  army,  commanding,  4rc. 


MR.  WEBSTER’S  SECOND  SPEECH 

ON  THE  SUB-TREASURY  BILL. 

Delivered  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  March 
12,  1838. 

Mr.  President  : Having  at  an  early  stage  of 
the  debate  expressed,  in  a general  manner,  my  op- 
position to  this  bill,  I must  find  an  apology  lor 
again  addressing  the  senate,  in  the  acknowledged 
importance  of  the  measure,  the  novelty  of  its  char- 
acter, and  the  division  oi  opinion  respecting  it 
which  is  known  to  exist  in  both  houses  ol  congress. 

To  be  able,  in  this  state  of  things,  to  give  a pre- 
ponderance to  that  side  of  the  question  which  I 
embrace,  is,  perhaps,  more  than  1 ought  to  hope  ; 
but  I do  not  feel  that  I have  done  all  which  my  duty 
demands,  until  I make  another  effort. 

The  functions  of  this  government  which,  in  time 
of  peace,  most  materially  affect  the  happiness  of 
the  people,  are  those  which  respect  commerce  and 
revenue.  The  bill  before  us  touches  both  these 
great  interests.  It  proposes  to  act  directly  on  the 
revenue  and  expenditure  of  government,  and  it  is 
expected  to  act,  also,  indirectly,  on  commerce  and 
currency  ; while  its  friends  and  supporters  alto- 
gether abstain  from  other  measures,  deemed  by  a 
great  portion  of  oongressand  of  the  country,  to  be 
indispensably  demanded  by  the  present  exigency. 

We  have  arrived,  Mr.  President,  towards  the 
close  of  a half  century  from  the  adoption  of  the 
constitution.  During  the  progress  of  these  years, 
our  population  has  increased  from  three  to  lour 
millions  to  thirteen  or  fourteen  millions  ; our  com- 
merce, from  little  or  nothing,  to  an  export  of  a hun- 
dred and  ninety  millions,  and  an  import  of  a hun- 
dred and  twenty-eight  and  a half  millions,  in  the' 
year  1836.  Our  mercantile  tonnage  approaches 
near  to  two  millions.  We  have  a revenue,  and  an 
expenditure,  of  thirty  millions  a year.  The  man- 
ufactures of  the  country  have  attained  very  great 
importance,  and,  up  to  the  commencement  of  the 
derangement  of  the  currency,  were  in  a prosperous 
and  growing  state.  The  produce  of  the  fisheries 
has  become  vast ; and  the  general  production  of 
the  labor  and  capital  of  the  country  is  increasing, 
far  beyond  all  example  in  other  countries,  or  other 
times,  and  has  already  reached  an  amount  which, 
to  those  who  have  not  investigated  the  subject, 
would  seem  incredible. 


The  commerce  of  the  United  States,  sir,  is  spread 
over  the  globe.  It  pursues  its  objects  in  all  seas, 
and  finds  its  way  into  every  port  which  the  laws  of 
trade  do  not  shut  against  its  approach.  With  all 
the  disadvantages  of  more  costly  materials,  and  ol 
higher  wages,  and  often  in  despite  of  unequal  and 
unfavorable  commercial  regulations  of  other  states, 
the  enterprise,  vigor,  and  economy  which  distin- 
uish  our  navigating  interest,  enable  it  to  show  our 
ag,  in  competition  with  the  most  favored  and  the 
most  skilful,  in  the  various  quarters  of  the  world. 
In  the  mean  time,  internal  activity  does  not  lag  nor 
loiter.  New  and  useful  modes  of  intercourse  and 
facilities  of  transportation  are  established,  or  are  in 
progress,  everywhere.  Public  works  are  projected 
arid  pushed  forward,  in  a spirit,  which  grasps  at 
high  and  vast  objects,  with  a bold  defiance  of  all 
expense.  The  aggregate  value  of  the  property  of 
the  country  is  augmented  daily.  A constant  de- 
mand for  new  capital  exists,  although  a debt  has 
already  been  contracted  in  Europe,  for  sums  ad- 
vanced to  states,  corporations,  and  individuals,  for 
purposes  connected  with  internal  improvement; 
which  debt  cannot  now  be  less  than  a hundred  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  Spreading  over  a great  extent, 
embracing  different  climates,  and  with  vast  variety 
of  products,  we  find  an  intensely  excited  spirit  of 
industry  and  enterprise  to  pervade  the  whole  coun- 
try ; while  its  external  commerce,  as  I have  already 
said,  sweeps  over  all  seas.  We  are  connected  with 
all  commercial  countries,  and,  most  of  all,  with 
that  w hich  has  established  and  sustained  the  most 
stupendous  system  of  commerce  and  manufactures, 
and  which  collects  and  disburses  an  incredible 
amount  of  annual  revenue  ; and  which  uses,  to 
this  end,  and  as  means  of  currency  and  circulation, 
a mixed  money  of  metal  and  paper. 

Such  a mixed  system,  sir,  has  also  prevailed 
with  us,  from  the  beginning.  Gold  and  silver,  and 
convertible  bank  paper,  have  always  constituted 
our  actual  money.  The  people  are  used  to  this 
system.  It  has  hitherto  commanded  their  confi- 
dence, and  fulfilled  their  expectations.  We  have 
had,  in  succession,  tw'o  national  banks  ; each  for  a 
period  of  twenty  years.  Local  or  state  banks  have, 
at  the  same  time,  been  in  operation ; and  no  man  ot 
intelligence  or  candor  can  deny  that,  during  these 
forty  years,  and  with  the  operation  ol  a national 
and  these  state  institutions,  the  currency  of  the 
country,  upon  the  whole,  has  been  safe,  cheap, 
convenient,  and  satisfactory.  When  the  govern- 
ment was  established,  it  found  convertible  bank 
paper,  issued  by  state  banks,  already  in  circulation  ; 
and  with  this  circulation  it  did  not  interfere.  The 
United  States,  indeed,  had  themselves  established 
a bank,  under  the  old  confederation,  with  authority 
to  issue  paper.  A system  of  mixed  circulation, 
therefore,  was  exactly  that  system  which  this  con- 
stitution, at  its  adoption,  found  already  in  existence. 
There  is  not  the  slightest  evidence  of  any  intention, 
in  establishing  the  constitution,  to  overthrow  or 
abolish  this  system,  although  it  certainly  was  the 
object  of  the  constitution  to  abolish  bills  of  credit, 
and  all  paper  intended  for  circulation,  issued  upon 
the  faith  of  the  states  alone.  Inasmuch  as  what- 
ever then  existed,  of  the  nature  of  money  or  cur- 
rency, rested  on  state  legislation  ; and  as  it  was  not 
possible  that  uniformity,  general  credit,  and  gen- 
eral confidence  could  result  from  local  and  sepa- 
rate acts  of  the  states,  there  is  evidence— I think 
abundant  evidence— that  it  was  the  intention  ot  the 
framers  of  the  constitution  to  give  to  congress  a 
controlling  power  over  the  whole  subject,  to  the 
end  that  there  should  be,  for  the  whole  country,  a 
currency  of  uniform  value.  Congress  has  hereto- 
fore exercised  this  authority,  and  fulfilled  the  cor- 
responding duties.  It  has  maintained,  for  forty 
years  out  of  forty-nine,  a national  institution,  pro- 
ceeding from  its  power,  and  responsible  to  the 
general  government.  With  intervals  of  derange- 
ment. brought  about  by  w ar  and  other  occurren- 
ces, this  w’hole  system,  taken  altogether,  has  been 
greatly  successful  in  its  actual  operation.  We  have 
found  occasion  to  create  no  difference  between  gov- 
ernment and  people — between  money  for  revenue, 
and  money  for  the  general  use  of  the  country. — 
Until  the  commencement  of  the  last  session,  gov- 
ernment had  manifested  no  disposition  to  look  out 
for  itself  exclusively.  What  was  good  enough  for 
the  people,  was  good  enough  for  government.  No 
condescending  and  gracious  preference  had,  before 
that  period,  ever  been  tendered  to  members  ol  con- 
gress, over  other  persons  having  claims  upon  the 
public  funds.  Such  a singular  spectacle  had  never 
been  exhibited,  as  an  amicable,  disinterested,  and 
patriotic  understanding,  between  those  who  are  to 
vote  taxes  on  the  people,  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
plenishing the  treasury,  and  those  who,  from  the 
treasury,  dispense  the  money  back  again  among 
those  who  have  claims  on  it.  In  that  respect  1 
think  the  secretary  stands  alone.  He  is  the  first. 
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3>  far  a3  I know,  in  our  long  list  of  able  heads  ol 
departments,  who  has  thought  it  a delicate  and 
skilful  touch,  in  financial  administration,  to  be  par- 
ticularly kind  and  complaisant  to  the  interest  of 
the  law-makers, — those  who  hold  the  tax-laying 
power ; the  first  whose  great  deference  and  cor-, 
dial  regard  for  members  of  congress  have  led  him 
to  provide,  for  them,  as  the  medium  of  payment 
and  receipt,  something  more  valuable  than  is  pro- 
vided, at  the  same  time,  for  the  army,  the  navy, 
the  judges,  the  revolutionary  pensioners,  and  the 
various  classes  of  laborers  in  the  pay  of  govern- 
ment. 

Through  our  whole  history,  sir,  we  have  found 
a convertible  paper  currency,  under  proper  con- 
trol, highly  useful,  by  its  pliability  to  circumstan- 
ces, and  by  its  capacity  of  enlargement,  in  a rea- 
sonable degree,  to  meet  the  demands  of  a new  and 
enterprising  community.  As  I have  already  said, 
sir,  we  owe  a permanent  debt  of  a hundred  mil- 
lions abroad  ; and  the  present  abundance  of  money 
in  England,  and  the  state  of  demand  here,  this 
amount  will  probably  be  increased.  But  it  must  be 
evident  to  every  one,  that,  so  long  as,  by  a safe  use 
of  paper,  we  give  some  reasonable  expansion  to 
our  own  circulation,  or  at  least  do  not  reasonably 
contract  it,  we  do,  to  that  extent,  create  or  main- 
tain an  ability  for  loans  among  ourselves,  and  so 
far  diminish  the  amount  of  annual  interest  paid 
abroad. 

But  let  me  now,  Mr.  President,  ask  the  attention 
of  the  senate  to  another  subject,  upon  which,  in- 
deed, much  has  already  been  said.  I mean  that 
which  is  usually  called  the  credit  system. 

Sir,  what  is  that  system?  Why  is  credit  a word 
of  so  much  solid  importance,  and  of  so  powerful 
charm,  in  the  United  States?  Why  is  it  that  a 
shock  has  been  felt  through  all  classes  and  all  in- 
terests, the  first  moment  that  this  credit  has  been 
disturbed  ? Does  its  importance  belong,  equally,  to 
all  commercial  states?  Or  are  there  peculiarities 
in  our  condition,  our  habits,  and  modes  of  business, 
which  make  credit  more  indispensable,  and  mingle 
it  more  naturally,  more  intimately,  with  the  life- 
blood of  our  system  ? 

A full  and  philosophical  answer  to  these  inqui- 
ries, Mr.  President,  would  demand  that  I should 
set  forth  both  the  ground- work  and  the  structure  of 
our  social  system.  It  would  show  that  the  wealth 
and  prosperity  of  the  country  have  as  broad  a foun- 
dation as  its  popular  constitutions.  Undoubtedly 
there  are  peculiarities  in  that  system,  resulting 
from  the  nature  of  our  political  institutions,  from 
our  elementary  laws,  and  from  the  general  charac- 
ter of  the  people.  These  peculiarities  most  un- 
questionably give  to  credit,  or  to  those  means  and 
those  arrangements,  by  whatever  names  we  call 
them,  which  are  calculated  to  keep  the  whole,  or 
by  far  the  greater  part,  of  the  capital  of  the  coun- 
try in  a state  of  constant  activity,  a degree  of  im- 
portance far  exceeding  what  is  experienced  else- 
where. 

In  the  old  countries  of  Europe  there  is  a clear 
and  well-defined  line,  between  capital  and  labor : a 
line  which  strikes  through  society  with  a horizon- 
tal sweep,  leaving  on  one  side  wealth,  in  masses, 
holden  by  few  hands,  and  those  having  little  par- 
ticipation in  the  laborious  pursuits  of  life;  on  the 
other,  the  thronging  multitudes  of  labor,  with  here 
and  there,  only',  an  instance  of  such  accumulation 
ol  earnings  as  to  deserve  the  name  of  capital. — 
This  distinction,  indeed,  is  not  universal  and  abso- 
lute in  any  of  the  commercial  states  of  Europe, 
and  it  grows  less  and  Jess  definite  as  commerce  ad- 
vances; the  elfect  of  commerce  and  manufactures, 
as  all  history  shows,  being  every  where,  to  diffuse 
wealth,  and  not  to  aid  its  accumulation  in  few  hands. 
But  still  the  line  is  greatly  more  broad,  marked, 
and  visible  in  European  nations,  than  in  the  United 
States.  In  those  nations  the  gains  of  capital,  and 
wages,  or  the  earnings  of  labor,  are  not  only  dis- 
tinct in  idea,  as  elements  of  the  science  of  political 
economy,  but,  to  a great  degree,  also,  distinct  in 
‘fact;  and  their  respective  claims,  and  merits,  and 
modes  of  relative  adjustment,  become  subjects  of 
discussion  and  of  public  regulation.  Now,  sir, 
every  body  may  see  that  that  is  a state  ol  things 
which  does  not  exist  with  us.  We  have  no  such 
visible  and  broad  distinction  between  caoital  and 
labor;  and  much  of  the  general  happiness  of  all 
classes  results  from  thi3.  With  us,  labor  is  every 
day  augmenting  its  means  by  its  own  industry; 
noFin  all  cases,  indeed,  but  in  very  many.  Its  sa- 
vings of  yesterday  become  its  capital,  therefore,  of 
to-day.  On  the  other  hand,  vastly  the  greater  por- 
tion or  the  property  of  the  country  exists  in  such 
small  quantities  that  its  holders  cannot  dispense  al- 
together with  their  own  personal  industry;  or  if, 
in  some  instances,  capital  be  accumulated  till  it 
rises  to  what  may  be  called  affluence,  it  is  usually 
disintegrated  and  broken  into  particles  again,  in 


one  or  two  generations.  The  abolition  of  the  rights 
of  primogeniture;  the  descent  of  property  ol  every 
sort  to  females  as  well  as  males  ; the  cheap  and 
easy  means  by  which  propeity  is  transferred  and 
conveyed;  the  high  price  of  labor;  the  low  price 
of  land ; the  genius  of  our  political  institutions; 
in  fine,  every  thing  belonging  to  us,  counteracts 
large  accumulation.  This  is  our  actual  system. — 
Our  politics,  our  constitutions,  our  elementary 
laws,  our  habits,  all  centre  in  this  point,  or  tend  to 
this  result.  From  where  I now  stand,  to  the  ex- 
tremity of  the  northeast,  vastly  the  greatest  part-of 
the  property  of  the  country  is  in  the  hands  and 
ownership  of  those  whose  personal  industry  is  em- 
ployed in  some  form  of  productive  labor.  General 
competence,  general  education,  enterprise,  activity, 
and  industry,  such  as  never  before  pervaded  any 
society,  are  the  characteristics  which  distinguish 
the  people  who  live,  and  move,  and  act  in  this 
state  of  things,  such  as  I have  described  it. 

Now,  sir,  if  this  view  be  true,  as  I think  it  is, 
all  must  perceive  that,  in  the  United  States,  capital 
connot  say  to  labor  and  industry,  “stand  ye  yon- 
der, while  I come  up  hither  ;”  but  labor  and  indus- 
try lay  hold  on  capital,  break  it  into  parcels,  use  it, 
diffuse  it  widely,  and,  instead  of  leaving  it  to  re- 
pose in  its  own  inertness,  compel  it  to  act  at  once 
as  their  own  stimulus  and  their  own  instrument. 

But,  sir,  this  is  not  all.  There  is  another  view 
still  more  immediately  affecting  the  operation  and 
use  of  credit.  In  every  wealthy  community,  how- 
ever equally  property  may  be  divided,  there  will 
always  be  some  property-holders  who  live  on  its 
income.  If  this  property  be  land,  they  live  on 
rent;  if  it  be  money,  they  live  on  its  interest.  The 
amount  of  real  estate  held  in  this  country  on  lease, 
is  comparatively  very  small,  except  in  the  cities. 
But  there  are  individuals  and  families,  trustees  and 
guardians,  and  various  literary  and  charitable  in- 
stitutions, who  have  occasion  to  invest  funds  for 
the  purpose  of  annual  moneyed  income.  Where 
do  they  invest?  Where  can  they  invest?  The 
answer  to  these  questions  shows  at  once  a mighty 
difference  between  the  state  of  things  here,  and 
that  in  England.  Here,  these  investments,  to 
produce  a moneyed  income,  are  made  in  banks, 
insurance  companies,  canal  ■ and  railroad  cor- 
porations, and  other  similar  institutions.  Placed 
thu3  immediately  in  active  hands,  this  capital, 
it  is  evident,  becomes  at  once  the  basis  of  busi- 
ness; it  gives  occupation,  pays  labor,  excites 
enterprise,  and  performs,  in  short,  all  the  functions 
of  employed  money.  But,  in  England,  invest- 
ments for  such  purposes  usually  take  another  di- 
rection. There  is,  in  England,  a vast  amount  of 
public  stocks,  as  eight  or  nine  hundred  millions 
sterling  of  public  debt  actually  exists,  constituting, 
to  the  amount  of  its  annual  interest,  a charge  on 
the  active  capital  and  industry  of  the  country.  In 
the  hands  of  individuals,  portions  of  this  debt  are 
capital;  that  is,  they  produce  income  to  the  pro- 
prietors, and  income  without  labor;  while  in  a na- 
tional point  of  view,  it  is  mere  debt.  What  was 
was  obtained  for  it,  or  that  on  account  of  which  it 
was  contracted,  has  been  spent  in  the  long  and  ar- 
duous wars,  which  the  country  has  sustained,  from 
the  time  of  king  William  the  third,  to  our  own 
days.  There  are  thousands  of  individuals,  there- 
fore, whose  fixed  income  arises,  not  from  the  active 
use  of  property,  either  in  their  own  hands,  or  the 
hands  of  others,  but  from  the  interest  on  that  part 
of  this  national  charge  to  which  they  are  entitled. 
If,  therefore,  we  use  the  term  capital  not  in  the 
sense  of  political  economy  exactly,  but  as  imply- 
ing whatever  returns  income  to  individuals,  we 
find  an  almost  incalculable  mass  so  circumstanced 
as  not  to  be  the  basis  of  active  operations. 

To  illustrate  this  idea  further,  sir,  let  us  sup- 
pose that,  by  some  occurrence,  (such  as  is  certainly 
never  to  be  expected,)  this  debt  should  be  paid  olf; 
suppose  its  holders  were  to  receive,  to-morrow, 
their  full  amounts  ; what  would  they  do  with  them  ? 
Why,  sir,  if  they  were  obliged  to  loan  the  one- 
quarter  part  into  the  handsofthe  industrious  classes, 
tor  the  purposes  of  employment  in  active  busi- 
ness; and  if  this  operation  could  be  accompanied 
by  the  same  intelligence  and  industry  among  the 
people  which  prevail  with  us,  the  result  would  do 
more  toward  raising  the  character  of  the  laboring 
classes,  than  all  reforms  in  parliament,  and  other 
general  political  operations.  It  would  be  as  if 
this  debt  had  never  been  contracted;  as  if  the 
money  had  never  been  spent,  and  now  remained 
part  of  the  active  capital  of  the  country,  employed 
in  the  business  of  life.  But  this  debt,  sir,  has  cre- 
ated an  enormous  amount  of  private  property,  upon 
the  income  of  which  its  owners  live,  which  does 
not  require  their  own  active  labor  or  that  of  others. 
We  have  no  such  debt;  we  have  no  such  mode  of 
investment;  and  this  circumstance  gives  quite  a dif- 
ferent aspect  and  a different  reality  to  our  condition. 


Now,  Mr.  President,  what  I understand  by  the 
credit  system  is,  that  which  thus  connects  labor  and 
capital,  by  giving  to  labor  the  use  of  capital.  In 
other  words,  intelligence,  good  character,  and  good 
morals  bestow  on  those  wiio  have  not  capital,  a 
power,  a trust,  a confidence,  which  enables  them  to 
obtain  it,  and  to  employ  it  usefully  for  themselves 
and  others.  These  active  men  of  business  build 
their  hopes  of  success  on  their  attentiveness,  their 
economy,  and  their  integrity.  A w ider  theatre  for 
useful  activity  is  under  their  feet,  and  around  them, 
than  was  ever  spread  before  the  eyes  of  the  young 
and  enterprising  generations  of  men,  on  any  other 
spot  enlightened  by  the  sun.  Before  them  is  the 
ocean.  Every  thing  in  that  direction  invites  them 
to  efforts  ol  enterprise  and  industry  in  the  pursuits 
of  commerce  and  the  fisheries.  Around  them,  on 
all  hands,  are  thriving  and  prosperous  manufac- 
tures: an  improving  agriculture,  and  the  daily  pre- 
sentation of  new  objects  of  internal  improvement  : 
while  behind  them  is  almost  halfa  continent  of  the 
richest  land,  at  the  cheapest  prices,  under  healthful 
climates,  and  washed  by  the  most  magnificent  rivers 
that  on  any  part  of  the  globe  pay  their  homage  to 
the  sea.  In  the  midst  of  ail  these  glowing  and 
glorious  prospects,  they  are  neither  restrained  by 
ignorance  norsmitten  down  by  the  penurv  of  per- 
sonal circumstances.  They  are  not  compelled  to 
contemplate,  in  hopelessness  and  despair,  all  the 
advantages  thus  bestowed  on  their  condition  by 
Providence.  Capital  though  they  may  have  little 
or  none,  credit  supplies  its  place;  not  as  the  re- 
fuge of  the  prodigal  and  the  reckless;  not  as  grati- 
fying present  wants  with  the  certainty  of  future 
absolute  ruin  ; but  as  the  genius  of  honorable  trust 
and  confidence  ; as  the  blessing,  voluntarily  otfered 
to  good  character  and  to  good  conduct ; as  the  beni- 
ficent  agent,  which  assists  honesty  and  enterprise 
in  obtaining  comfort  and  independence. 

Mr.  President,  take  away  this  credit,  and  what 
remains?  I do  not  ask  what  remains  to  the  few, 
but  to  the  many  ? Take  away  this  system  of  cre- 
dit, and  then  tell  me  what  is  left  for  labor  and  in- 
dustry, but  mere  manual  toil  and  daily  drudgery  ? 
If  w’e  adopt  a system  that  withdraws  capital  from 
active  employment,  do  we  not  diminish  the  rates 
of  wages?  If  we  curtail  the  general  business  of 
society,  does  not  every  laboring  man  find  his  con- 
dition grow  daily  worse?  In  the  politics  of  the 
day,  sir,  we  hear  much  said  about  divorces;  and 
when  we  abolish  credit,  we  shall  divorce  labor 
from  capital  ; and,  depend  on  it,  sir,  when  we  di- 
vorce labor  from  capital,  capital  is  hoarded,  and 
labor  starves. 

The  declaration,  so  often  quoted,  that  “all  who 
trade  on  borrowed  capital  ought  to  break,”  is  tho 
most  aristocratic  sentiment  ever  uttered  in  this 
country.  It  is  a sentiment  which,  if  carried  cut 
by  political  arrangement,  would  condemn  th»  great 
majority  of  mankind  to  the  perpetual  condition  of 
mere  day-laborers.  It  goes  to  take  away  from 
them  all  that  solace  and  hope  which  arises  from 
possessing  something  which  they  can  call  their 
own.  A man  loves  his  own;  it  is  fit  and  natural 
that  he  should  do  so;  and  he  will  love  his  country 
and  its  institutions,  if  he  have  some  stake  in  it, 
although  it  be  but  a very  small  part  of  the  general 
mass  of  property.  If  it  be  but  a cottage,  an  acre, 
a garden,  its  possession  raises  him,  gives  him  self- 
respect,  and  strengthens  his  attachment  to  his  coun- 
try. It  is  our  happy  condition,  by  the  blessings  of 
providence,  that  almost  every  man  of  sound  health, 
industrious  habits,  and  good  morals,  can  ordinarily 
attain,  at  least,  to  this  degree  of  comfort  and  res- 
pectability; and  it  is  a result  devoutly  to  be  wish- 
ed, both  for  its  individual  and  its  general  conse- 
quences. 

But  even  to  this  degree  of  acquisition,  that  cre- 
dit, of  which  1 have  already  said  so  much,  (as  its 
general  effect  is  to  raise  the  price  of  wages,  and 
render  industry'  productive,)  is  highly  important. 
There  is  no  condition  so  low,  if  it  be  attended 
w ith  industry  and  economy,  which  this  credit  does 
not  benefit,  as  any  one  will  find,  if  he  will  exam- 
ine and  follow  out  its  operations. 

Such,  Mr.  President,  being  the  credit  system  in 
the  United  States,  as  I understand  it,  I now  add, 
that  the  banks  have  been  the  agents  and  their  cir- 
culation the  instrument,  by  which  the  general  ope- 
rations of  this  credit  have  been  conducted.  Much 
of  the  capital  of  the  country,  placed  at  interest,  is 
vested  in  bank  stock,  and  those  who  borrow,  bor- 
row at  the  banks:  and  discounts  of  bills,  and  an- 
ticipation of  payments,  in  all  its  forms,  the  regular 
and  appropriate  duty  of  banks,  prevail  univer- 
sally. 

In  the  north,  the  banks  have  enabled  the  manu- 
facturers of  all  classes,  to  realize  the  proceeds  of 
their  industry  at  an  early  moment.  The  course 
has  been,  that  the  producers  of  commodities  lor 
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southern  consumption,  having  despatched  their 
products,  draw  their  bills.  These  bills  are  dis- 
counted at  the  banks,  and  with  the  proceeds  other 
raw  material  is  bought,  and  other  labor  paid ; and 
thus  the  general  business  is  continued  in  progress. 
All  this  is  well  known  to  those  who  have  had  op- 
portunity to  be  acquainted  with  such  concerns. 

But  bank  credit  has  not  been  more  necessary  to 
the  north  than  to  the  south.  Indeed,  no  where  has 
interest  been  higher,  or  the  demand  for  capital 
greater,  or  the  full  benefit  of  credit  more  indispen- 
sable, than  in  the  new  cotton  and  sugar-growing 
states.  I ask  gentlemen  from  those  states  if  this 
be  not  so  ? Have  not  the  plantations  been  bought, 
and  the  necessary  labor  procured,  to  a great  ex- 
tent, on  credit?  Has  not  this  credit  been  obtained 
at  the  banks  ? Even  now  do  they  not  find  credits, 
or  advances  on  their  crops,  important  in  enabling 
them  to  get  those  crops  to  market?  And  if  there 
had  been  no  credit — if  a hard-money  system  had 
prevailed,  let  me  ask  them  what  would  have  been, 
at  this  moment,  the  condition  of  things  in  Ala- 
bama, Louisiana,  Mississippi  and  Arkansas  ? These 
states,  sir,  with  Tennessee,  and  the  south  atlantic 
states,  constitute  the  great  plantation  interest. 
That  there  has  been  a vast  demand  for  capital  to 
be  invested  in  this  interest,  is  sufficiently  proved, 
by  the  high  price  paid  for  the  use  of  money. 

In  my  opinion,  sir,  credit  is  as  essential  to  the 
great  export  of  the  south,  as  to  any  other  interest. 
The  agriculture  of  the  cotton  and  sugar-producing 
states  partakes,  in  no  inconsiderable  degree,  of 
the  nature  of  commerce.  The  product  and  sale  of 
one  great  staple  -only,  is  an  operation  essentially 
different  from  ordinary  fanning  pursuits.  The  ex- 
ports of  the  south,  indeed,  may  be  considered  as 
the  aggregate  result  of  various  forms  and  modes  of 
industry,  carried  on  by  various  hands,  and  in  vari- 
ous places,  rather  than  as  the  mere  product  of  the 
plantation.  That  product  itself  is  local;  but  its 
indispensable  aids  and  means  are  drawn  from  every 
part  of  the  union.  What  is  it,  sir,  that  enables 
southern  labor  to  apply  itself  so  exclusively  to  the 
cultivation  of  these  great  articles  for  export  ? Cer- 
tainly, it  is  so  applied,  because  its  own  necessities 
for  provision  and  clothing  are  supplied,  meanwhile, 
from  other  quarters.  The  south  raises  to  sell,  arid 
not  to  consume;  and  with  the  proceeds  of  the  sales 
it  supplies  itself  with  whatever  its  own  consump- 
tion demands.  There  are  exceptions  ; but  this  is 
the  general  truth.  The  hat-makers,  shoe-makers, 
furniture-makers,  and  carriage-makers  of  the  north, 
the  spinners  at  Lowell,  and  the  weavers  at  Phila- 
delphia, are  all  contributors  to  the  general  product 
both  of  cotton  and  sugar,  for  export  abroad;  as 
are  the  live-stock  raisers  of  Kentucky,  the  grain- 
growing  farmers,  and  all  who  produce  and  vend  pro- 
visions, in  Indiana,  Ohio  and  Illinois.  The  north- 
ern ship-owner  and  the  mariner,  who  carry  these 
products  to  market,  are  agents  acting  to  the  same 
end;  and  so  are  they  too  who,  little  thinking  of 
cotton-fields,  or  sugar  estates,  are  pursuing  their 
adventurous  employment  in  the  whale  fisheries, 
over  the  whole  surface,  and  among  all  the  islands, 
of  the  Pacific  and  the  Indian  oceans.  If  we  take 
the  annual  cotton  crop  at  sixty  millions  of  dollars, 
we  may,  perhaps,  find  that  the  amount  of  forty- 
five  millions  is  expended,  either  for  interest  on 
capital  advanced,  or  for  the  expense  of  clothing 
and  supporting  labor,  or  in  the  charges  which  be- 
long to  the  household,  the  education  of  families, 
and  to  the  domestic  expenditure  of  the  propri- 
etor. 

Thus,  sir,  all  the  laborious  classes,  are,  in  truth, 
cotton-growers  and  sugar-makers.  Each,  in  its 
own  way,  and  to  the  extent  of  its  own  productive- 
ness, contributes  to  swell  the  magnitude  of  that 
enormous  export,  which  was  nothing  at  the  com- 
mencement of  this  government,  and  which  now 
has  run  up  to  so  many  millions.  Through  all  these 
operations  the  stream  of  credit  has  constantly 
flowed,  and  there  is  not  one  of  them  that  will  not 
be  checked  and  interrupted,  embarrassed  and 
thwarted,  if  this  stream  be  now  dried  up.  This 
connexion  of  the  various  interests  of  the  country 
with  one  another  forms  an  important  and  interest- 
ing topic.  It  is  one  of  the  natural  ties  of  the 
union.  The  variety  of  production,  and  mutual 
wants  mutually  supplied,  constitute  a strong  bond 
between  dilferenf  states;  and  long  may  that  bond 
last,  growing  with  their  growth,  and  strengthening 
with  their  strength  ! 

But,  Mr.  President,  that  portion  of  our  produc- 
tions which  takes  the  form  of  export,  becomes  dis- 
tinct and  visible;  it  is  prominent  and  striking,  and 
is  seen  and  wondered  at,  by  every  body.  The 
annual  returns  all  show  it,  and  every  day’s  com- 
mercial intelligence  speaks  of  it.  We  gaze  at  it 
with  admiration,  and  the  world  is  no  less  admiring 
than  ourselves. 

With  other  branches  of  industry  the  case  is  quite 


different.  The  products  of  these  branches,  being 
put  in  the  train  of  domestic  exchanges,  and  con- 
sumed in  the  country,  do  not  get  into  statistical  ta- 
bles, are  not  collected  in  masses,  and  are  seldom 
presented,  in  the  aggregate,  to  the  public  view. 
They  are  not  of  the  character  of  a few  large  and 
mighty  rivers,  but  of  a thousand  little  streams, 
meandering  through  all  the  fields  of  business  and 
of  life,  and  refreshing  and  fertilizing  the  whole. 

Few  of  us,  Mr.  President,  are  aware  of  what 
would  be  the  amount  of  the  general  production  of 
the  country,  if  it  could  be  accurately  ascertained. 
The  legislature  of  Massachusetts,  under  the  re- 
commendation of  the  intelligent  chief  magistrate 
of  that  state,  has  caused  to  be  prepared  and  pub- 
lished a report  on  the  condition  and  products  of 
certain  branches  of  its  industry,  for  the  year  end- 
ing in  April,  1837.  The  returns  of  the  authorities 
of  each  city  and  town  were  made,  apparently,  with 
much  care;  and  the  whole  has  been  collated  by 
the  secretary  of  state,  and  the  result  distinctly  pre- 
sented in  well-arranged  statistical  tables.  From  a 
summary  of  the  statements  in  these  tables,  I will 
take  the  liberty  of  selecting  a few  articles,  and  of 
adverting  to  them  here,  as  instnnces,or  specimens, 
of  the  annual  product  of  labor  and  industry  in  that 
state. 

And  to  begin  with  a very  necessary  and  impor- 
tant article  : I find,  that  of  boots  and  shoes,  the 
value  of  the  whole  amount  manufactured  within 
the  year  exceeds  fourteen  millions  and  a hall  of 
dollars.  If  the  amount  of  other  articles  of  the 
same  class,  or  material,  be  added,  viz  : leather,  sad- 
dles, trunks,  harness,  &c.  the  total  will  be  not  far 
from  eighteen  millions  and  a half  of  dollars. 

I will  read  the  names  of  some  other  articles, 
and  state  the  amount  of  annual  product  belonging 
to  each : 


Cotton  fabrics  - 
Woollen  fabrics  - 
Fisheries  - 

Books  and  stationery,  and  paper 
Soap  and  candles  - - - 

Nails,  brads,  and  tacks  - 
Machinery  of  various  kinds  - 
Agricultural  implements 
Glass  .... 

Hats 

Clothing,  neckcloths,  &c. 

Wool 


$17,409,000 

10,399,000 

- 7,592,000 

- 2,592,000 

- 1,620,000 

- 2,500,000 

- 1,235,000 

645.000 

831.000 

700.000 

- 2,013.000 

539.000 


These,  sir,  are  samples.  The  grand  total  is 
ninety-one  million  seven  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
From  this,  however,  deductions  are  to  be  made  for 
the  cost  of  the  raw  material  when  imported,  and 
for  certain  articles  enumerated  under  dilferent 
heads.  But,  then,  the  whole  statement  is  confined 
to  some  branches  of  industry  only  ; and  to  present 
an  entire  and  comprehensive  view,  there  should  be 
added  thegains  of  commerce  within  the  year,  the 
earnings  of  navigation,  and  almost  the  whole  agri- 
cultural product  of  the  state. 

The  result  of  all,  if  it  could  be  collated  and  ex- 
hibited together,  would  show  that  the  annual  pro- 
duct of  Massachusetts  capital  and  Massachusetts 
industry  exceeds  one  hundred  millions  of  dollars. 
Now,  sir,  Massachusetts  is  a small  state,  in  extent 
of  territory.  You  may  mark  out  her  dimensions 
seven  or  eight  times  on  the  map  of  Virginia.  Yet 
her  population  is  seven  hundred  thousand  souls; 
and  the  annual  result  of  their  laborious  industry, 
economy,  and  labor,  is  as  I have  stated. 

Mr.  President,  in  looking  over  this  result,  it  is 
most  gratifying  to  find,  that  its  great  mass  consists 
in  articles  equally  essential  and  useful  to  all  classes. 
They  are  not  luxuries,  but  necessaries  and  comforts. 
They  belong  to  food  and  clothing,  to  household 
conveniences,  and  education.  As  they  are  more 
and  more  multiplied,  the  great  majority  of  society 
becomes  more  elevated,  better  instructed,  and  hap- 
pier in  all  respects.  I have  looked  through  this 
whole  list,  sir,  to  find  what  there  is  in  it  that  might 
be  fairly  classed  among  the  higher  luxuries  of  life; 
and  what  do  I find?  In  the  whole  hundred  mil- 
lions, I find  but  one  such  item ; and  that  is  an  item 
of  two  or  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  “jew- 
elry, silver,  and  silver-plate.”  This  is  all  that  be- 
longs to  luxury,  in  her  annual  product,  of  a hun- 
dred millions;  and  of  this,  no  doubt,  the  far  grea- 
ter portion  was  sent  abroad.  And  yet  we  hear 
daily,  sir,  of  the  amassing  of  aristocratic  wealth, 
bv  the  progressof  manufactures,  and  the  operations 
of  the  credit  system  ! Aristocracy,  it  is  said,  is 
stealing  upon  us,  and,  in  the  form  of  aggregate 
wealth,  is  watching  to  seize  political  power  from 
the  hands  of  the  people  ! We  have  been  more 
than  once  gravely  admonished  that,  in  order  to  im- 
prove the  times,  and  restore  a metallic  currency 
for  the  benefit  of  the  poor,  the  rich  ought  to  melt 
down  their  plate  ! AVhatever  such  a melting  pro- 
cess might  find  to  act  upon  elsewhere,  Mr.  Presi- 


dent, I assure  you  that  in  Massachusetts  it  would 
discover  little.  A few  spoons,  candlesticks,  and 
other  similar  articles,  some  old  family  pitchers  and 
tankards,  and  the  silver  porringers  of  our  nurse- 
ries, would  be  about  the  whole. 

Sir,  if  there  be  any  aristocrats  in  Massachusetts, 
the  people  are  all  aristocrats;  because  I do  not  be- 
lieve there  is  on  earth,  in  a highly  civilized  society, 
a greater  equality  in  the  condition  of  men,  that  ex- 
ists there.  If  there  be  a man  in  the  state  who  main- 
tains, what  is  called  an  equipage,  or  drives  four 
horses  in  his  coach,  I am  not  acquainted  with  him. 
On  the  other  hand,  there  are  few  who  are  not  able 
to  carry  their  wives  and  daughters  to  church  in 
some  decent  conveyance.  It  is  no  matter  of  regret 
or  sorrow  to  us  that  few  are  very  rich;  but  it  is  our 
pride  and  glory  that  few  are  very  poor.  It  is  our 
still  higher  pride,  and  our  just  boast,  as  I think,  that 
all  her  citizens  possess  means  of  intelligence  and 
education;  and  that,  of  all  her  productions,  she 
reckons,  among  the  very  chiel'est,  those  which 
spiing  from  the  culture  of  the  mind  and  the  heart. 

Mr.  President,  one  of  the  most  striking  charac- 
teristics of  this  age,  is  the  extraordinary  progress 
which  it  has  witnessed  in  popular  knowledge.  A 
new  and  powful  impulse  has  been  acting  in  the  so- 
cial system  of  late,  producing  this  effect  in  a strike- 
ing  degree. 

In  morals,  in  politics,  in  art,  in  literature,  there 
is  a vast  accession  to  the  number  of  readers,  and  to 
the  number  of  proficients.  The  present  state  of 
popular  knowledge  is  not  the  result  of  a slow  and 
uniform  progress,  proceeding  through  a lapse  of 
years,  with  the  same  regular  degree  of  motion.  It 
is  evidently  the  result  of  some  new  causes,  brought 
into  powerful  action,  and  producing  their  conse- 
quences rapidly  and  strikingly.  What,  sir,  are  these 
causes? 

This  is  not  an  occasion,  sir,  for  discussing  such 
a question  at  length:  allow  me  to  say,  however, 
that  the  impoved  state  of  popular  knowledge  is  but 
the  necessary  result  of  the  improved  condition  of 
the  great  mass  of  the  people.  Knowledge’is  not  one 
of  our  merely  physical  wants.  Life  may  be  sus- 
tained without  it.  But,  in  order  to  live,  men  must 
be  fed,  and  clothed,  and  sheltered;  and  in  a state  of 
things  in  which  one’s  whole  labor  can  do  no  more 
than  procure  clothes,  food,  and  shelter,  he  can  have 
no  time  nor  means  formental  improvement.  Know- 
ledge, therefore,  is  not  attained,  and  cannot  be  at- 
tained, till  there  is  some  degree  of  respite  from  daily 
manual  toil,  and  never-ending  drudgery.  But  when- 
ever a less  degree  of  labor  will  produce  the  absolute 
necessaries  of  life,  then  there  comes  leisure  and 
means,  both  to  teach  and  to  learn. 

But  if  this  great  and  w’onderful  extension  of  pop- 
ular knowledge  be  the  result  of  an  improved  con- 
dition, it  may,  in  the  next  place,  well  be  asked, 
what  are  the  causes  which  have  thus  suddenly  pro- 
duced that  great  improvement?  How  is  it  that  the 
means  of  food,  clothing,  and  shelter,  are  now  so 
much  more  cheaply  and  abundantly  procured  than 
formerly?  Sir,  the  main  cause  I take  to  be  the  pro- 
gress of  scientific  art,  or  a new  extent  of  the  appli- 
cation of  science  to  art.  This  it  is,  which  has  so 
much  distinguished  the  last  half  century  in  Europe 
and  America;  and  its  effects  are  every  where  visi- 
ble, and  especially  among  us.  Man  has  found  new 
allies  and  auxiliaries,  in  the  powers  ot  nature,  and 
in  the  inventions  of  mechanism. 

The  general  doctrine  of  political  economy  is,  that 
wealth  consists  in  whatever  is  useful  or  conven- 
ient to  man,  and  that  labor  is  the  producing  cause 
of  all  this  wealth.  This  is  very  true.  But,  then, 
what  is  labor?  In  the  sense  of  political  writers,  and 
in  common  language,  it  means  human  industry;  but, 
in  a philosophical  view,  it  may  receive  a much 
more  comprehensive  meaning.  It  is  not,  in  that 
view’,  human  toil  only — the  mere  action  of  thews 
and  muscles;  but  it  is  any  active  agency  which, 
working  upon  the  materials  with  which  the  world 
is  supplied,  brings  forth  products  useful  or  conve- 
nient to  man.  The  materials  of  wealth  are  in  the 
earth,  in  the  seas,  and  in  their  natural  and  unaided 
productions.  Laborobtains  them,  works  upon  them, 
and  fashions  them  to  human  use.  Now,  it  has  been 
the  object  of  scientific  art,  or  of  the  application  of 
science  to  art,  to  increase  this  active  agency,  to 
augment  its  power,  by  creating  millions  of  laborers 
in  the  form  of  automatic  machines,  all  to  be  dili- 
gently employed,  and  kept  at  work  by  the  force  of. 
natural  powers.  To  this  end  these  natural  powers, 
principally  those  of  steam  and  falling  water,  are 
subsidized  and  taken  into  human  employment. 
Spinning  machines,  power-looms,  and  ail  the  me- 
chanical devices,  acting,  among  other  operatives, 
in  the  factories  and  work-shops,  are  but  so  many 
laborers.  They  are  usually  denominated  labor- 
saving-  machines,  but  it  w’ouid  be  more  just  to  call 
them  labor -doing  machines.  They  are  made  to  be 
active  agents;  to  have  motion,  and  to  produce  effect; 
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and  though  without  intelligence,  they  are  guided 
by  those  laws  of  science,  which  are  exact  and  per- 
fect, and  they  produce  results,  therefore,  in  general, 
more  accurate  than  the  human  hand  is  capable  of 
producing.  When  we  look  upon  one  of  these,  we 
behold  a mute  fellow-laborer,  of  immense  power, 
of  mathematical  exactness,  and  of  ever-during  and 
unwearied  effort.  And  while  he  is  thus  a most  skil- 
ful and  productive  laborer,  he  is  a none-consumer 
— at  least,  beyond  the  wants  of  his  mechanical  be- 
ing. He  is  not  clamorous  for  food,  raiment,  or  shel- 
ter, and  makes  no  demands  for  the  expenses  of  edu- 
cation. The  eating  ami  drinking,  the  reading  and 
writing  and  clothes-wearing  world,  are  benefited  by 
the  labors  of  these  co-operatives,  in  the  same  way 
as  if  providence  had  provided  for  their  service  mil- 
lions of  beings,  like  ourselves  in  external  appear- 
ance, able  to  labor  and  to  toil,  and  yet  requiring 
little  or  nothing  for  their  own  consumption  or  sub- 
sistence; or  rather,  as  if  providence  had  created  a 
race  of  giants,  each  of  whom,  demanding  no  more 
for  his  support  and  consumption  than  a common  la- 
borer, should  yet  be  able  to  perform  the  work  of  a 
hundred. 

Now,  sir,  turn  back  to  the  Massachusetts  tables 
of  production,  and  you  will  see  that  it  is  these  auto- 
matic allies  and  co-operators,  and  these  powers  of 
nature,  thus  employed  and  placed  under  human  di- 
rection, which  have  come,  with  such  prodigious  ef- 
fect, to  man’s  aid,  in  the  great  business  of  procuring 
the  means  of  living,  of  comfort,  and  of  wealth,  and 
which  have  so  swollen  the  products  of  her  skilful  in- 
dustry. Look  at  these  tables  once  more,  sir,  and  you 
will  see  the  elfects  of  labor,  united  with  and  acting 
upon  capital.  Look  yet  again,  and  your  will  see  that 
credit,  mutual  trust,  prompt  and  punctual  dealings, 
and  commercial  confidence,  are  ail  mixed  up  as  in- 
dispensable elements  in  the  general  system. 

I will  ask  you  to  look  yet  once  more,  sir,  and  you 
will  perceive  that  general  competence,  great  equality 
in  human  condition,  a degree  of  popular  knowledge 
and  intelligence,  no  where  suppassed,  if  any  where 
equalled,  and  (he  prevalence  of  good  moral  senti- 
ment, and  extraordinary  general  prosperity,  is  the 
result  of  the  whole.  Sir,  I have  done  with  Massa- 
chusetts. I do  not  praise  the  old  “ Bay  State”  of  the 
revolution;  I only  present  her  as  she  is. 

Mr.  President,  such  is  the  state  of  things  actually 
existing  in  the  country,  and  of  which  I have  now 
given  you  a sample.  And  yet  there  are  persons  who 
constantly  clamor  against  this  state  of  things.  They 
call  it  aristocracy.  They  beseech  the  poor  to  make 
war  upon  the  rich,  while,  in  truth,  they  know  not 
who  are  either  rich  or  poor.  They  complain  of  op- 
pression, speculation,  and  the  pernicious  influence  of 
accumulated  wealth.  They  cry  out  loudly  against 
all  banks  and  corporations,  and  all  the  means  by 
which  small  capitals  become  united,  in  order  to  pro- 
duce important  and  beneficial  results.  They  carry 
on  a mad  hostility  against  all  established  institutions. 
They  would  choke  up  the  fountains  of  industry,  and 
dry  all  its  streams. 

In  a country  of  unbounded  liberty,  they  clamor 
against  oppression.  In  a country  of  perfect  equal- 
ity, they  would  move  heaven  and  earth  against  privi- 
lege and  monoply.  In  a country  where  property  is 
more  equally  divided  than  any  where  else,  they  rend 
the  air  with  the  shouting  of  agrarian  doctrines.  In 
a country  where  the  wages  ol  labor  are  high  beyond 
all  parallel,  and  where  lands  are  cheap,  and  the  means 
of  living  low,  they  would  teach  the  laborer  that  he 
is  but  an  oppressed  slave.  Sir,  what  can  such  men 
want?  What  do  they  mean?  They  can  want  nothing, 
sir,  but  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  other  men’s  labor.  They 
can  mean  nothing,  but  disturbance  and  disorder:  the 
diffusion  of  corrupt  principles,  and  the  distruction  of 
the  morral  sentiments  and  moral  habits  of  society. 
A licentiousness  of  feeling  and  of  action  is  some- 
times produced  by  prosperity  itself.  Men  cannot 
always  resist  the  temptation  to  which  they  are  ex- 
posed by  the  very  abundance  of  the  bounties  of  provi- 
dence and  the  very  happiness  of  their  own  condition; 
as  the  steed,  full  of  the  pasture,  will,  sometimes, 
throw  himself  against  its  enclosures,  break  away 
from  its  confinement,  and,  feeling  now  free  from 
needlees  restraint,  betake  himself  to  the  moors  and 
barrens,  where  want,  ere  long,  brings  him  to  his 
senses,  and  starvation  and  death  close  his  career. 

Having  said  so  much,  sir,  on  the  general  condition 
of  the  country,  and  explained  what  I understand  by 
credit,  I proceed  to  consider  the  present  actual  state 
of  the  currency. 

The  most  recent  treasury  estimate,  which  I have 
seen,  supposes  that  there  are  eighty  millions  of  me- 
tallic money  now  in  the  country.  Tiiis  I believe, 
however,  to  be  a good  deal  too  high;  I cannot  be- 
lieve it  exceeds  sixty,  at  most;  and  supposing  one- 
half  this  sum  to  be  in  the  banks,  thirty  millions  are 
in  circulation,  or  in  private  hands.  Wc  have  seven 
hundred  bantcs  and  branches,  with  capitals  assigned 
for  the  security  of  their  notes  and  bills,  amounting  to 


two  hundred  and  eighty  millions.  The  amount  of 
bank  notes  in  actual  circulation  is  supposed  to  be 
one  hundred  millions;  so  that  our  whole  circulation 
is  about  one  hundred  and  thirty  millions.  The 
amount  of  debts  due  to  the  banks,  or  the  amount  of 
their  loans  and  discounts,  may  be  taken  at  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty  millions. 

Now,  sir,  this  very  short  statement  exhibits  at  once 
a general  outline  of  our  existing  system  of  currency 
and  credit.  We  see  a great  amount  of  money  or 
property  in  banks,  as  their  assigned  and  appropriate 
capital,  and  we  see  a great  amount  due  to  these 
banks.  These  bank  debtors  generally  belong  to  the 
classes  of  active  business,  or  are  such  as  have  taken 
up  credits  for  purposes  of  investment  in  lands  or 
merchandize,  looking  to  future  proceeds  as  the  me  ns 
of  repayment.  If  we  compare  this  state  of  circu- 
lation, of  bank  capital  and  bank  debt,  with  the  same 
things  in  England,  important  differences  will  not  fail 
to  strike  us. 

The  whole  paper  circulation  of  England,  by  the 
latest  accounts,  is  twenty-eight  millions  sterling- 
made  up  of  eighteen  millions  of  Bank  of  England 
notes,  and  ten  millions  of  the  notes  of  private  bankers 
and  joint-stock  companies;  bullion  in  the  bank,  nine 
and  a half  millions;  debts  due  the  Bank  of  England, 
twenty-two  and  a half  millions.  The  amount  of  loans 
and  discounts  by  private  bankers  and  joint-stock 
companies  is  not  usually  stated,  I believe,  in  the  pub- 
lic accounts.  If  it  bear  the  same  proportion  to  their 
notes  in  circulation,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Bank  of 
England,  it  would  exceed  twelve  millions.  We  may, 
therefore,  take  the  amount  of  bank  debts  in  England 
to  be  thirty-five  millions.  But  I suppose  that,  of  the 
securities  held  by  the  Bank  of  England,  exchequer 
notes  constitute  a large  part;  in  other  words,  that  a 
large  part  of  the  bank  debt  is  due  by  government. 
The  amount  of  coin  in  actual  circulation  is  estima- 
ted to  be  thirty  and  a half  millions.  The  whole 
amount  of  circulation  in  England,  metallic  and  paper, 
is  usually  stated,  in  round  numbers,  at  sixty  millions; 
which,  rating  the  pound  sterling  at  $'4  80,  is  equal 
to  two  hundred  and  eighty-eight  millions  of  dollars. 

It  will  be  seen,  sir,  that  our  paper  circulation  is 
one-half  less  than  that  of  England,  but  our  bank 
debt  is,  nevertheless,  much  greater;  since  thirty-five 
millions  sterling  amount  to  only  one  hundred  and 
sixty  millions  of  dollars;  and  this  sum,  too,  includes 
the  amount  of  exchequer  bills,  or  government  debt  in 
the  form  of  such  bills,  which  the  bank  holds.  These 
facts  are  very  material  to  any  just  comparison  of  (he 
stale  of  things  in  the  twocountries.  The  whole,  or 
nearly  the  whole  capital  of  the  Bank  of  England,  is 
lent  to  the  government,  not  by  means  of  exchequer- 
notes,  but  on  a permanet  loan.  And  as  to  the  private 
banks  and  joint-stock  companies,  though  they  issue 
bills  for  circulation,  they  have  no  assigned  or  appro- 
priated capital  whatever.  The  bills  circulate  on  the 
private  credit  of  the  individual  banker,  or  of  those 
who  compose  the  joint-stock  companies.  In  the 
United  States,  an  amount  of  capital,  supposed  to  be 
sufficient  to  sustain  the  credit  of  the  paper  and  se- 
cure the  public  against  loss,  is  provided  by  law,  in 
the  act  of  incorporation  for  each  bank,  and  is  assign- 
ed as  a trust-fund  for  the  payment  of  the  liabilities  of 
the  bank.  And  if  this  capital  be  fairly  and  substan- 
tally  advanced  it  is  a proper  security;  and  in  most 
cases,  no  doubt  it  is  substantially  advanced.  The 
directors  are  trustees  of  this  fund,  and  they  are  lia- 
ble, both  civilly’-  and  criminally,  for  mismanagement 
embezzlement,  or  breach  of  trust. 

This  amount  of  capital,  thus  secured,  is  the  ba- 
sis of  loans  and  discounts;  and  this  is  the  reason 
whypermanent,  orat  least  long  loans  are  notcorisid- 
ered  so  inappropriate  to  banking  operations, w-ith  us, 
as  they'  are  in  England.  With  us,  it  is  evident  that 
the  directors  are  agents  holding  a fund  intended  to 
be  loaned,  and  acting  between  lender  and  borrow- 
er; and  this  form  of  loan  has  been  found  exceed- 
ingly convenient  and  useful  in  the  country. 

In  some  states  it  is  greatly'  preferred  to  mortga- 
ges, though  there  are  others  in  which  mortgages 
are  usuai.  Whether  exactly  conformable  to  the 
true  notion  of  banking  or  not,  the  truth  is,  that  the 
object  and  operation  of  our  banks  is  to  loan  money; 
and  this  is  mostly  on  personal  security.  The  sys- 
tem, no  doubt,  is  liable  to  abuse,  in  particular  in- 
stances. There  may  be  directors  who  will  loan  too 
freely  to  themselves  and  their  friends.  Gross  cases 
of  this  kind  have  recently  been  detected  and  ex- 
posed, and,  I hope,  will  be  suitably  treated;  but, 
considering  the  great  number  of  banks,  these  in- 
stances, I think,  are  remarkably  few.  In  general 
the  banks  have  been  well  conducted,  and  are  be- 
lieved to  be  solvent  and  safe. 

We  have  heard  much,  sir,  in  the  course  of  this 
debate,  of  excess  in  the  issue  of  bank  notes  for 
circulation.  I have  no  doubt,  sir,  that  there  was 
a very  improper  expansion  some  years  ago.  When 
president  Jackson,  in  1832,  had  negatived  the  bill 
for  continuing  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 


(which  act  I esteem  as  the  true  original  source  of  all 
the  disorders  of  the  currency,)  a vast  addition  was 
immediately  made  to  the  number  of  state  banks. 
In  1833,  the  public  depcsites  were  removed  from 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  placed  in  se- 
lected state  banks.  And  for  the  purpose  of  show- 
ing how  much  better  the  public  would  be  accom- 
modated without,  than  with,  a bank  of  the  United 
States,  these  banks  were  not  only  encouraged,  but 
admonished  to  be  free  and  liberal  in  loans  and  dis- 
counts, made  on  the  strength  of  the  public  moneys, 
to  merchants  and  other  individuals.  The  circular 
letter  from  the  treasury  department,  addressed  to 
the  new  deposite  banks,  under  date  of  26th  Sep- 
tember, 1833,  has  this  significant  clause,  which 
could  not  have  been  misunderstood: 

“The  deposites  of  public  money  will  enable  you 
to  afford  increased  facilities  to  commerce,  and  to 
extend  your  accommodation  to  individuals;  and  as 
the  duties  which  are  payable  to  the  government 
arise  from  the  business  and  enterprise  of  the  mer- 
chants engaged  in  foreign  trade,  it  is  but  reasona- 
ble that  they  should  be  preferred  in  the  additional 
accommodation  which  the  public  deposites  will 
enable  your  institution  to  give,  whenever  it  can  be 
done  without  injustice  to  the  claims  of  other 
classes  of  the  community.” 

Having  read  this  letter,  sir,  I ask  leave  to  refer 
the  senate  to  the  20th  section  of  the  bill  now  before 
us.  There  we  find  that,  “if  any  officer  charged 
with  the  safe-keepingof  of  the  public  money,  shall 
loan  the  same,  or  any  portion  thereof,  with  or  with- 
out interest,  such  act  shall  be  deemed  an  embezzle- 
ment and  a high  misdemeanor,  and  the  party  con- 
victed thereof  shall  be  sentenced  to  imprisonment.” 
Sir,  wdiat  a pretty  piece  of  consistency  is  here! 
In  1833  the  depositories  of  the  public  money  were 
not  even  left  to  their  own  desire  for  gain,  or  their 
wishes  to  accommodate  others,  as  being  sufficient 
incentives  to  lend  it  out:  they  were  admonished 
and  directed  to  afford  increased  facilities  to  com- 
merce, and  to  extend  their  accommodation  to  indi- 
viduals, since  the  public  moneys  in  their  vaults 
would  enable  them  to  give  such  additional  accom- 
modation! Now,  sir,  under  this  bill,  any  officer 
who  shall  do  any  one  of  the  same  things,  instead 
of  being  praised,  is  to  be  punished:  he  is  be  to  ad- 
judged guilty  of  embezzlement  and  of  a high  misde- 
meanor, and  is  to  be  confined,  for  aught  I know, 
in  cells  as  dark  and  dismal  as  the  vaults  and  safes 
which  are  to  contain  our  metallic  currency.  But 
although  I think,  sir,  that  the  acts  of  government 
created  this  expansion,  yet  I am  certainly  of  opin- 
ion that  there  was  a very  undue  expansion  created. 
A contraction,  however,  had  begun;  and  I am  of 
opinion,  that  had  it  not  been  for  the  specie  order  of 
July,  1836,  and  for  the  manner  in  which  the  depo- 
site law  was  executed,  the  banks  would  have  gone 
through  the  crisis  without  suspension.  This  is 
my  full  and  firm  belief.  I cannot,  however,  dis- 
cuss these  points  here.  They  were  treated  with 
very  great  ability,  last  year,  by  a gentleman  who 
then  occupied  one  of  the  seats  of  Georgia  on  this 
floor.  Whomsoever  he  did  not  satisfy,  I cannot 
convince.  Still,  sir,  the  question  is,  whether  there 
was  an  excess  in  the  general  amount  of  our  circu- 
lation, in  May  last,  or  whether  there  be  now  such 
excess. 

By  what  standard  is  this  to  be  judged?  If  the 
question  be  whether  there  be  too  much  paper  in 
circulation,  it  may  be  answered,  by  reference  to  the 
amount  of  coin  in  the  banks  from  which  the  paper 
issues;  because  I am  unquestionably  of  opinion — 
an  opinion  which  I believe  nothing  can  ever  shake 
— that  the  true  criterion  by  which  to  decide  the 
question  of  excess,  in  a convertible  paper  curren- 
cy, is  the  amount  of  that  paper,  compared  with  tho 
gold  and  silver  in  the  banks.  Such  excess  would 
not  be  proved,  absolutely  and  certainly,  in  every 
case,  by  the  mere  fact  of  the  suspension  of  specie 
payments;  because  such  an  event  might  be  produ- 
ced by  panic,  or  other  sudden  cause,  having  power 
to  disturb  the  best  regulated  system  of  paper  cir- 
culation. But  the  immediate  question  now  is, 
whether,  taking  the  whole  circulation  together, 
both  metallic  and  paper,  there  was  an  excess  ex- 
isting in  May,  or  is  an  excess  now  existing?  Is  one 
hundred  and  thirty  millions  an  excessive  or  undue 
amount  of  circulation  for  the  United  States?  See- 
ing that  one  part  of  this  circulation  is  coin,  and  the 
other  part  paper,  resting  upon  coin,  and  intended 
to  be  convertible,  is  the  whole  mass  more  than 
may  be  fairly  judged  necessary  to  represent  the 
property,  the  transactions,  and  the  business  of  the 
country?  Or,  in  order  to  sustain  such  an  amount 
of  circulation,  and  to  keep  that  part  of  it  wdiich  is 
composed  of  paper  in  a safe  state,  should  we  be 
obliged  to  attempt  to  draw  to  ourSelves  more  than 
our  just  proportion  of  that  metallic  money,  which 
is  in  the  use  of  all  the  commercial  nations?  These 
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questions  appear  to  me  to  be  but  different  modes 
of  stating  the  same  inquiry. 

Upon  this  subject  we  may,  perhaps,  form  some 
general  idea,  by  comparing  ourselves  with  others. 
Various  things,  no  doubt,  exist,  in  different  places 
and  countries,  to  modify,  either  by  enlarging  or  di- 
minishing, the  demand  for  money  or  currency  in 
the  transactions  of  business;  still  the  amount  of 
trade  and  commerce  may  furnish  a general  element 
of  comparison  between  different  states  or  nations. 
The  aggregate  of  American  imports  and  exports 
in  1836  was  three  hundred  and  eighteen  millions; 
that  of  England,  reckoning  the  pound  sterling  at 
$4  80,  again,  was  four  hundred  and  eighteen  mil- 
lions, as  near  as  I can  ascertain;  the  currency  of 
England  being,  as  already  stated,  sixty  millions 
sterling,  or  two  hundred  and  eighty-eight  millions 
of  dollars.  If  we  work  out  a result  from  these 
proportions,  the  currency  of  the  United  States,  it 
will  he  found,  should  be  one  hundred  and  ninety 
millions  in  order  to  be  equal  to  that  of  England; 
but,  according  to  the  estimates  of  the  treasury,  it 
did  not  even  in  that  year  exceed  one  hundred  and 
eighty  millions. 

Our  population  is  about  equal  to  that  of  England 
and  Wales.  The  amount  of  our  mercantile  ton- 
nage, perhaps,  one-fifth  less.  But  then  we  are  to 
consider  that  our  country  is  vastly  wider;  and  our 
facilities  of  internal  exchange,  by  means  of  bills  of 
exchange,  greatly  less.  Indeed  there  are  branches 
of  our  intercourse,  in  which  remmittances  cannot 
be  well  made,  except  in  currency.  Take  one  ex- 
ample: The  agricultural  products  of  Kentucky  are 
sold  to  the  south;  her  purchases  of  commodities 
made  at  the  north.  There  can  be,  therefore,  very 
little  of  direct  exchange  between  her  and  the  pla- 
ces of  purchase  and  sale.  The  trade  goes  round  in 
a circle.  Therefore,  while  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  existed,  payments  were  made  to  a vast 
amount  in  the  north  and  east  by  citizens  of  Ken- 
tucky, and  of  the  states  similarly  situated,  not  in 
bills  of  exchange,  but  in  the  notes  of  the  bank. 

These  considerations  augment  the  demand  for 
currency.  More  than  all,  the  country  is  new,  sir; 
almost  the  entire  amount  of  our  capital  active;  and 
the  whole  amount  of  property,  in  the  aggregate, 
rapidly  increasing.  In  the  last  three  years  thirty- 
seven  millions  of  acres  of  land  have  been  separated 
from  the  wilderness,  purchased,  paid  for,  and  be- 
come subject  to  private  individual  ownership,  to 
transfer  and  sale,  and  all  other  dispositions  to  which 
other  real  estate  is  subject.  It  has  thus  become 
property,  to  be  bought  and  sold  for  money;  whereas, 
while  in  the  hands  of  government,  it  called  for  no 
expenditure,  formed  the  basis  of  no  transactions,  and 
-created  no  demand  for  currency.  Within  that  short 
period  our  people  have  bought  from  government 
a territory  as  large  as  the  whole  of  England  and 
Wales,  and,  taken  together,  far  more  fertile  by  na- 
ture. This  seems  incredible,  yet  the  returns  show  it. 
Suppose  all  this  to  have  been  bought  at  the  minimum 
price  of  a dollar  and  a quarter  per  acre;  and  suppose 
.the  .value  to  be  increased  in  the  common  ratio  in 
-which  we  know  the  value  of  land  is  increased,  by 
such  purchase,  and  by  the  preliminary  steps  and 
beginnings  of  cultivation;  fan  immense  augmenta- 
tion, it  will  readily  be  perceived,  is  made,  even  in 
so  short  a time,  of  the  aggregate  of  property,  in  no- 
minal price,  and,  to  a great  extent,  in  real  value 
also. 

On  the  whole,  sir,  I confess  I know  no  standard 
by  which  I can  decide  that  our  circulation  is  at 
present  in  excess.  I do  not  believe  it  is  so.  Nor 
was  there,  as  I think,  any  depreciation  in  the  value 
of  money,  up  to  the  moment  of  the  suspension  of 
specie  payments  by  the  banks,  comparing  our  cur- 
rency with  the  currency  of  other  nations.  An 
American  paper  dollar  would  buy  a silver  dollar  in 
England,  deducting  only  the  charge  of  transporting 
a dollar  across  the  ocean,  because  it  commanded  a 
silver  dollar  here.  There  may  be  excess,  however, 
I admit,  where  there  i6  no  present  depreciation,  in 
the  sense  in  which  1 now  use  the  term.  It  is  hard- 
ly necessary  to  dwell,  Mr.  President,  on  the  evils 
of  a sudden  depreciated  circulation.  It  arrests  bu- 
siness, puts  an  end  to  it,  and  overwhelms  all  debt- 
ors, by  depression  and  downfall  of  prices.  And 
even  if  we  reduce  circulation — not  suddenly,  but 
still  reduce  it  farther  than  is  necessary  to  keep 
jt  within  just  and  reasonable  limits — we  produce 
many  mischiefs;  we  augment  the  necessity  of  for- 
eign loans;  we  contract  business,  discourage  enter- 
prise, slacken  the  activity  of  capital,  and  restrain 
the  commercial  spirit  of  the  country.  It  is  very 
important  to  be  remembered,  sir,  that,  in  our  inter- 
course with  other  nations,  we  are  acting  on  a prin- 
ciple of  equality;  that  is  to  say,  we  do  not  protect 
our  own  shipping  interest  by  peculiar  privileges; 
we  ask  a clear  field,  and  seek  no  favor.  Yet,  the 
materials  for  ship-building  are  high  with  us,  and 
the  wages  of  ship-builders  and  seamen  are  high  al- 


| so.  We  have  to  contend  against  these  unfavorable 
circumstances;  and  if,  in  addition  to  these,  we  are 
to  sulfer  further  by  unmVessary  restraints  on  cur- 
rency, and  by  a cramped  credit,  who  can  tell  what 
I may  be  the  effect?  Money  is  abundant  in  England, 
very  abundant;  the  rate  of  interest,  therefore,  is 
low,  and  capital  will  be  seeking  its  investment 
wherever  it  can  hope  to  find  it.  If  we  derange 
our  own  currency,  compulsively  curtail  circula- 
tion, and  break  up  credit,  how  are  the  commerce 
and  navigation  of  the  United  States  to  maintain 
themselves  against  foreign  competition? 

Before  leaving,  altogether,  this  subject  of  an  ex- 
cessive circulation,  Mr.  President,  I will  say  a few 
words  upon  a topic  which,  if  time  would  permit,  I 
should  be  glad  to  consider  at  more  length  ; I mean, 
sir,  the  proper  guards  and  securities  for  a paper  cir- 
culation. I have  occasionally  addressed  the  senate 
on  this  subject  before,  especially  in  the  debate  on 
the  specie  circular,  in  December,  1836;  but  I wish 
to  recur  to  it  again,  because  I hold  it  to  be  of  the 
utmost  importance  to  prove,  if  it  can  be  proved,  to 
tile  satisfaction  of  the  country,  that  a convertible 
paper  curreucy  may  be  so  guarded  as  to  be  secure 
against  probable  dangers.  I say,  sir,  a convertible 
paper  currency  : for  I lay  it  down  as  an  unquestion- 
able truth,  that  no  paper  can  be  made  equal,  and 
kept  equal  to  gold  and  silver,  but  such  as  is  convert- 
ible into  gold  and  silver,  on  demand.  But,  I have 
gone  farther,  and  still  go  farther  than  this;  and  I 
contend  that  even  convertibility,  though  itself  in- 
dispensable, is  not  a certain  and  unfailing  ground 
of  reliance.  There  is  a liability  to  excessive  issues 
of  paper,  even  while  paper  is  convertible  at  will. 
Of  this,  there  can  be  no  doubt.  Where,  then,  shall 
a regulator  be  found  ? What  principle  of  preven- 
tion may  we  rely  on  ? 

Now  I think,  sir,  it  is  too  common  with  hanks, 
in  judging  of  their  condition,  to  set  off"  all  their  lia- 
bilities against  all  their  resources.  They  look  to 
the  quantity  of  specie  in  their  vaults,  and  to  the 
notes  and  bills  becoming  payable,  as  means  or  as- 
sets ; and,  with  these,  they  expect  to  be  able  to 
meet  their  returning  notes,  and  to  answer  the  claims 
of  depositors.  So  far  as  the  bank  is  to  be  regarded 
as  a mere  bank  of  discount,  all  this  is  very  well. 
But  banks  of  circulation  exercise  another  function. 
By  the  very  act  of  issuing  their  own  paper,  they  af- 
fect the  amount  of  currency.  In  England,  the  Bank 
of  England,  and  in  the  United  States,  all  the  banks, 
expand  or  contract  the  amount  of  circulation,  of 
course,  as  they  increase  or  curtail  the  general 
amount  of  their  own  paper.  And  this  renders  it 
necessary  that  they  should  be  regulated  and  con- 
trolled. The  question  is,  by  what  rule?  To  this 
I answer,  by  subjecting  all  banks  to  the  rule  which 
the  most  discreet  of  them  always  follow — by  com- 
pelling them  to  maintain  a certain  fixed  proportion 
between  specie  and  circulation;  without  regarding 
deposites  on  one  hand,  or  notes  payable  on  the 
other. 

There  will  always  occur  occasional  fluctuations 
in  trade,  and  a demand  for  specie,  by  one  country 
on  another,  will  arise.  It  is  too  much  the  practice, 
when  such  occurrences  take  place,  and  specie  is 
leaving  the  country,  for  banks  to  issue  more  paper, 
in  order  to  prevent  a scarcity  of  money.  But  ex- 
actly the  opposite  course  should  be  adopted.  A 
demand  for  specie  to  go  abroad  should  be  regarded 
as  conclusive  evidence  of  (he  necessity  of  contract- 
ing circulation.  If,  indeed,  in  such  cases,  it  could 
be  certainly  known  that  the  demand  would  be  of 
short  duration,  the  temporary  pressure  might  be  re- 
lieved by  an  issue  of  paper  to  fill  the  place  of  de- 
parting specie.  But  this  never  can  be  known. 
There  is  no  safety,  therefore,  but  in  meeting  the 
case  at  the  moment,  and  in  conforming  to  the  in- 
fallible index  of  the  exchanges.  Circulating  paper 
is  thus  kept  always  nearer  to  the  character,  and  to 
the  circumstances  of  that,  of  winch  it  is  designed  to 
be  the  representative— the  metallic  money.  This 
subject  might  be  pursued,  I think,  and  clearly  illus- 
trated ; but,  for  the  present,  I only  express  my  be- 
lief that,  wiih  experience  before  us,  and  with  the 
lights  which  recent  discussions,  both  in  Europe  and 
America,  hold  out,  a national  bank  might  be  estab- 
lished, with  more  regard  to  its  function  of  regulat- 
ing currency,  than  to  fts  function  of  discount,  on 
principles,  and  subject  to  regulations,  such  as  should 
render  its  operations  extremely  useful ; and  I should 
hope  that,  with  an  example  before  them  of  plain  and 
eminent  advantage,  state  institutions  would  con- 
form to  the  same  rules  and  principles  ; and  that,  in 
this  way,  all  the  advantages  of  convertible  paper 
might  be  enjoyed,  with  just  security  against  its 
dangers. 

I have  detained  the  senate  too  long,  sir,  with 
these  observations  upon  the  state  of  the  country, 
and  its  pecuniary  system  and  condition. 

And  now,  when  the  banks  have  suspended  pay- 
ments, universally' ; when  the  internal  exchanges 


are  all  deranged,  and  the  business  of  the  country 
most  seriously  interrupted,  the  questions  are — 

Whether  the  measure  before  us  is  suitable  to  our 
condition?  and 

Whether  it  is  a just  and  proper  exercise  and  ful- 
filment of  the  powers  and  duties  of  congress  ? 

What,  then,  sir,  wili  be  the  practical  operation 
and  effect  of  this  measure,  if  it  should  become  a 
law  ? 

Like  its  predecessor  of  the  last  session,  the  bill 
proposes  nothing  for  the  general  currency  of  the 
country;  nothing  to  restore  exchanges  ; nothing  to 
bring  about  a speedy  resumption  of  specie  pay- 
ments by  the  banks.  Its  whole  professed  object  is 
the  collection  and  disbursement  of  the  public  reve- 
nue. Some  of  its  friends,  indeed,  say,  that  when  it 
shall  go  into  operation,  it  will,  incidentally,  produce 
a favorable  effect  on  the  currency,  by  restraining 
the  issue  of  bank  paper.  But  others  press  it  as  if 
its  effect  was  to  be  the  final  overthrow  of  all  banks, 
ami  the  introduction  of  an  exclusive  metallic  cur- 
rency for  all  the  uses  of  the  country. 

Are  we  to  understand,  then,  that  it  is  intended, 
by  means,  of  which  this  is  the  first,  to  rid  the  coun- 
try of  all  banks,  as  being  but  so  many  nuisances, 
and  to  abolish  all  paper  currency  whatever  ? 

Or  is  it  expected,  on  the  contrary,  that  after  this 
system  shall  be  adopted  for  the  use  of  government, 
there  will  still  be  a paper  currency  in  the  country 
for  the  use  of  the  people? 

And  if  there  shall  be  a paper  currency,  will  that 
currency  consist  of  irredeemable  government  paper, 
or  of  convertible  bank  notes,  such  as  have  circula- 
ted heretofore?  These  questions  must  be  answer- 
ed, before  we  can  judge  accurately  of  the  operation 
of  this  bill. 

As  to  an  exclusive  metallic  currency,  sir,  the  ad- 
ministration on  this  point  is  regularly  Janus-faced. 
Out  doors,  and  among  the  people,  it  shows  itself  “ all 
clinquant,  all  in  gold.”  There,  every  thing  is  to  be 
hard  money — no  paper  rags — no  delusive  credits — 
no  bank  monopolies — no  trust  in  paper  of  any  kind. 
But  in  the  treasury  department,  and  in  the  houses 
of  congress,  we  see  another  aspect — a mixed  ap- 
pearance, partly  gold  and  partly  paper;  gold  for 
government,  and  paper  for  the  people.  The  small 
voice  which  is  heard  here,  allows  the  absolute  ne- 
cessity of  paper  of  some  sort,  and  to  some  extent. 
But  the  shouts  in  the  community  demand  the  des- 
truction of  all  banks,  and  tile  final  extermination  of 
all  paper  circulation. 

To  the  people,  the  lion  roars  against  paper  money 
in  all  the  loudness  and  terror  of  his  natural  voice  ; 
but  to  members  of  congress,  be  is  more  discreet; 
lest  he  should  frighten  them  out  of  their  wits,  he 
here  restrains  and  modulates,  and  roars  “ as  gently 
as  any  sucking  dove,  or,  as  it  were,  any  nightin- 
gale.” The  impracticability  of  an  exclusive  metal- 
lic currency,  the  absurdity  of  attempting  any  such 
thing  in  a country  like  this,  are  so  manifest,  that 
nobody  here  undertakes  to  support  it  by  any  rea- 
soning or  argument.  All  that  is  said  in  its  favor,  is 
general  denunciation  of  paper,  general  outcry 
against  the  banks,  and  declamation  against  existing 
institutions,  full  of  sound  and  fury,  signifying  no- 
thing. 

The  moment  any  one  considers  it,  he  sees  how 
ridiculous  any  such  attempt  would  be.  An  exclu- 
sive metallic  circulation  for  the  second  commercial 
country  on  earth,  in  the  nineteenth  century  ! Sir, 
you  might  as  well  propose  to  abolish  commerce  al- 
together. 

The  currency  of  England  is  estimated  at  sixty 
millions  sterling:  and  it  is  Mr.  McCulloch’s  calcu- 
lation, that  if  this  currency  were  all  gold,  allowing 
only  one  quarter  of  one  per  cent,  for  wear  of  met- 
als, the  annual  expense,  attending  such  a currency, 
would  be  three  millions  and  a quarter  a year,  or 
nearly  five  per  cent,  upon  the  whole.  With  us, 
this  charge  would  be  much  greater.  The  loss  of 
capital  would  be  more,  owing  to  the  higher  rates  of 
interest ; and  besides  all  this,  is  the  cost  ol  transpor- 
tation, which,  in  a country  so  extensive  as  ours, 
would  be  vast,  and  not  easily  calculated.  We 
should  also  require,  propoitionally,  more  specie 
than  is  requisite  in  England,  because  our  system  of 
exchange,  bv  means  of  bills  of  exchange,  is  , at  pre- 
sent, and  would  be,  under  such  a system  as  is  pro- 
posed, mndh  less  perfect  and  convenient  than  that 
of  England.  Besides,  the  English  metallic  circula- 
tion is  mostly  gold,  gold  being  in  England  the 
standard  metal.  With  us,  silver  and  gold  botlrare 
made  standards,  at  a fixed  relation;  and  if  we  should 
succeed  to  keep  this  relation  so  true  as  to  preserve 
both  of  the  precious  metals  among  us,  (which,  in- 
deed, is  not  very  probable,)  our  circulation  would 
be  still  more  expensive  and  cumbrous,  from  the 
quantity  of  silver  which  it  would  contain.  The 
silver  in  the  world  is  estimated  to  he  fifty  times 
that  of  gold  in  amount,  and  consequently  something 
more  than  three  times  in  value.  If  both  should  cir- 
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culate,  therefore,  equally,  in  proportion  to  value,  the 
currency  would  be  three  parts  silver,  and  one  gold. 

Now,  sir,  the  animal  expense  of  such  a circula- 
tion, upon  the  basis  ot  Mr.  McCulloch’s  estimate, 
would  exceed  the  whole  annual  expenditure  made 
for  our  army  and  our  navy.  Consider,  sir,  the 
amount  of  actual  daily  payments  made  in  ttie  coun- 
try. It  is  difficult  to  estimate  it,  and  quite  impos- 
sible to  ascertain  it,  with  any  accuracy.  But  we 
can  form  some  notion  of  it,  by  the  daily  amount  of 
payments  in  the  banks  in  some  of  the  cities.  In 
times  of  prosperous  business  and  coir,  merce,  the 
daily  amount  of  payments  in  the  banks  of  New 
York  alone  has  been  equal  to  eight  millions. 
Whether  we  call  this  a tenth,  a twentieth,  or  a fif- 
tieth part  of  all  payments  and  receipts  made  daily 
in  the  country,  we  see  to  what  an  aggregate  result 
the  whole  would  rise.  And  how  is  it  possible  that 
such  amount  of  receipt  and  payment  could  be  per- 
formed by  an  actual  passing  of  gold  and  silver  from 
hand  to  hand  ? 

Such  notions,  sir,  hardly  lequire  serious  refuta- 
tion. 

Mr.  President,  an  entire  metallic  currency  would 
necessarily  create  banks  immediately.  Where 
would  the  money  be  kept,  or  how  could  it  be  re- 
mitted? Banks  of  deposite  must  and  would  be  in- 
stantly provided  for  it.  Would  the  merchants  of 
the  cities  be  seen,  in  their  daily  walks  of  business, 
with  servants  behind  them,  with  bags  of  gold  and 
kegs  of  silver  on  their  wheel-barrows  ? What  folly 
is  great  enough  to  imagine  this?  If  there  were  not 
no\v  a bank  note,  nor  a bank  in  the  country,  and  if 
there  should  be  an  exclusive  specie  currency  to- 
morrow morning  at  nine  o’clock,  there  would  be 
fifty  banks  before  sunset.  From  necessity,  there 
would  be  created  at  once  places  of  deposite  ; and 
persons  having  money  in  such  depositories  would 
draw  checks  for  it,  and  pass  these  checks  as  money, 
and  from  one  hand  they  would  pass  to  another;  or 
the  depositary  himself  would  issue  certificates  of  de- 
posite, and  these  would  pass  as  currency.  And  all 
this  would  do  no  more  than  just  to  carry  us  back  two 
or  three  hundred  years,  to  the  infancy  of  banks.  We 
should  then  have  done  nothing  but  reject  the  expe- 
rience of  the  most  civilized  nations, for  some  centuries, 
as  well  as  all  our  own  experience,  and  have  returned 
to  the  rude  conceptions  of  former  times.  These  cer- 
tificates of  deposite  would  soon  be  found  to  be  often 
issued  without  any  solid  capital,  or  actual  deposite. 
Abuses  arising  fiom  this  source  would  call  for  legis- 
lative interference,  and  the  legislature  would  find  it 
necessary  to  restrain  the  issue  of  paper  intended  for 
circulation,  by  enacting  that  such  issues  should  only 
he  made  on  the  strength  of  competent  capital,  actu- 
ally provided  and  assigned,  placed  under  proper  re- 
gulation, and  managed  by  persons  responsible  to  the 
laws.  And  this  would  bring  us  again  exactly  to  the 
state  of  thing,  in  which  we  now  are  ; that  is  to  say, 
to  the  use  of  the  paper  of  banks,  established,  regula- 
ted. and  controlled  by  law.  In  the  mean  time,  be- 
fore this  process  could  be  carried  through,  half  the 
community  would  be  made  bankrupt  by  the  ruin  of 
their  business,  and  by  the  violent  and  revolutionary 
changes  of  property  which  the  process  would  create. 
The  whole  class  of  debtors,  all  that  live  more  by  in- 
dustry than  on  capital,  would  be  overwhelmed  with 
undistinguishing  destruction. 

There  will  then,  sir,  be  no  such  thing  as  an  ex- 
clusive paper  currency.  The  country  will  not  be 
guilty  of  the  folly  of  aitempting  it. 

1 should  have  felt  that  I had  occupied  too  much 
time  with  such  a senseless  and  preposterous  sug- 
gestion, were  it.  not  the  manifest  object  of  partisans 
to  press  such  notions  upon  the  attention  of  the 
people,  in  aid  of  the  war  against  the  banks. 

We  shall  then,  sir,  have  paper  of  some  sort,  form- 
ing a part  of  our  currency.  What  w ill  that  paper 
b ? The  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina, admitting  that  paper  is  necessary  as  part  of 
the  currency,  or  circulation,  has  contended  that 
that  paper  ought  to  be  government  paper — govern- 
ment paper,  not  convertible  nor  redeemable,  only 
so  far  as  by  being  receivable  for  debts  and  dues  to 
government.  My  colleague  has  endeavored  to 
satisfy  the  senate,  that  the  aim  ot  the  wffioie  system, 
of  which  he  regards  this  bill  as  but  part,  i3  to  estab- 
lish a circulation  of  government  paper  and  a gov- 
ernment bank.  Other  gentlemen  have  taken  the 
same  view  of  it.  But,  as  the  bill  itself  does  not 
profess  any  such  purpose,  I am  willing  to  discuss 
it  in  the  character  in  which  it  presents  itself.  I 
take  it  for  what  its  friends  say  it  is — a bill  making 
further  provision  for  collecting  the  revenues. 

We  are,  then,  sir,  still  to  have  paper  as  a general 
medium  of  circulation;  that  paper  is  to  be  the  paper 
of  banks;  but  government  is  to  be  divorced  from 
these  banks,  altogether.  It  is  not  to  keep  its  funds 
in  them,  as  heretofore.  It  is  to  have  nothing  to  do 
with  them,  but  is  to  collect  and  disburse  its  reve- 
nues by  its  own  means,  and  its  own  officers. 


The  receipt  of  the  notes  of  specie-paying  banks 
is  to  be  partially  allowed  for  some  time,  but  it  is  to 
be  gradually  discontinued;  and  six  years  hence,  we 
are  to  arrive  at  the  maturity  and  the  perfection  of 
the  system.  When  that  auspicious  day  comes, 
government  is  to  receive  and  to  pay  out  gold  and 
silver,  and  nothing  but  gold  and  silver. 

No  w,  Mr.  President,  let  us  anticipate  this  joy- 
ous epoch;  let  us  suppose  the  six  years  to  nave  ex- 
pired; and  let  us  imagine  this  hill,  with  its  specie 
payments  and  all,  to  be  in  full  operation  at  the  pre- 
sent hour.  What  will  that  operation  be?  In  the 
first  place,  disregarding  all  question  of  public  con- 
venience, or  the  general  interests  of  the  people, 
how  will  this  system  work  as  a mere  mode  ot  col- 
lecting and  paying  out  revenue?  Let  us  see. 

Our  receipts  and  expenditures  may  be  estimated, 
each,  at  thirty  millions  a year.  Those  who  think 
this  estimate  too  high  or  too  low,  may  make  the 
necessary  allowance.  Here,  then,  is  the  sum  of 
thirty  millions,  to  be  collected  and  paid  out 
every  year;  and  it  is  all  to  be  counted,  actually  told 
over,  dollar  alter  dollar,  and  gold  piece  after  gold 
piece;  and  how  many  times  counted?  Let  us  in- 
quire into  that.  The  importing  merchant,  whose 
ship  has  arrived,  and  who  has  cash  duties  to  pay, 
goes  to  the  bank  for  his  money,  and  the  tellers 
count  it  out:  that  is  once.  He  carries  it  to  the  cus- 
tom-house, pays  it,  and  the  clerks  count  it  over: 
that  is  twice.  Some  days  afterwards,  the  collector 
takes  it  out  of  his  bags  arid  chests,  carries  it  to  the 
receiver  general’s  office,  and  there  it  is  counted 
again,  and  poured  into  the  bags  and  chests  of  that 
office:  that  is  the  third  time.  Presently  a warrant 
comes  from  the  treasury,  in  favor  of  some  disburs- 
ing officer,  and  the  boxes  are  opened,  and  the  ne- 
cessary suras  counted  out:  this  is  the  fourth  count- 
ing. And,  fifthly  and  lastly,  the  disbursing  officer 
pays  it  to  the  persons  entitled  to  receive  it,  on  con- 
tracts, or  for  pensions,  salaries,  or  other  claims. 
Thirty  millions  of  hard  money  are  thus  to  be 
handled  and  told  over  five  times  in  the  course  of 
the  year,  and  if  there  be  transfers  from  piace  to 
place,  then,  of  course,  it  is  to  be  counted  so  much 
oftener.  Government  officers,  therefore,  are  to 
count  over  one  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  dol- 
lars a year;  which,  allowing  three  hundred  work- 
ing days  in  the  year,  gives  five  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  a day.  But  this  is  not  all.  Once  a 
quarter,  the  naval  officer  is  to  count  the  collector’s 
money,  and  the  register  in  the  land  office  is  to  count 
the  receiver’s  money.  And  moreover,  sir,  every 
now  and  then  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  is  to  au- 
thorize unexpected  and  impromptu countings,  in  his 
discretion,  and  just  to  satisfy  his  own  mind! 

Sir,  what  a money  counting,  tinkling,  gingling 
generation  we  shall  be!  All  the  money-changers 
in  Solomon’s  temple  will  be  as  nothing  to  us.  Our 
sound  will  go  forth,  unto  the  lands.  We  shall  ail 
be  like  the  king  in  the  ditty  of  the  nursery: 

“There  sat  the  king,  a counting  of  his  money.” 

You  will  observe,  sir,  that  these  receipts  and 
payments  cannot  be  made  in  parcels,  without  the 
actual  handling  of  each  piece  of  coin.  The  marks 
on  kegs  of  dollars,  and  the  labels  on  bags  of  gold, 
are  not  to  be  trusted.  They  are  a part  of  credit — 
and  all  credit,  all  trust,  all  confidence  is  to  be  done 
away  with.  When  the  surveyor,  for  instance,  at 
the  custom-house,  is  to  examine  the  money  on  hand, 
in  possession  of  the  collector,  or  receiver  general, 
he  is,  of  course,  to  count  the  money.  No  other 
examination  can  come  to  any  thing.  He  cannot 
tell,  from  external  appearance,  nor  from  the  weight, 
whether  the  collector  has  loaned  out  the  money, 
and  filled  the  bags  and  boxes  up  with  sand  and  lead, 
or  not.  Nor  can  counterfeit  pieces  he  otherwise 
detected  than  by  actual  handling.  He  must  open, 
he  must  examine,  he  must  count.  And  so  at  the 
land  offices,  the  mints,  and  elsewhere.  If  these 
officers  shall  have  a taste  for  silver  sounds,  they  are 
all  likely  to  be  gratified. 

Mr.  President,  in  all  soberness,  is  not  this  whole 
operation  preposterous? 

It  begins  by  proposing  to  keep  the  public  moneys. 
This,  itself,  in  the  sense  the  word  is  here  used,  is 
a perfect  novelty,  especially  in  the  United  Stales. 
Why  keep  the  public  moneys;  that  is  to  say,  why 
hoard  them,  why  keep  them  out  of  use?  The  use 
of  money  is  in  the  exchanges.  It  is  designed  to  cir- 
culate, not  to  be  hoarded.  All  that  government 
should  have  to  do  with  it,  is  to  receive  it  to  Hay  that 
it  may  pay  it  away  to-morrow.  It  should  not  re- 
ceive it,  before  it  needs  it;  and  it  should  part  with 
it  as  soon  as  it  owes  it.  To  keep  it — that  is,  to  de- 
tain it,  to  hold  it  back  from  general  use,  to  hoard  it, 
is  a conception  belonging  to  barbarous  times  and 
barbarous  governments.  How  would  it  strike  ns,  if 
we  should  see  other  great  commercial  nations  act- 
ing upon  such  a system?  If  England,  with  a reve- 
nue of  fifty  millions  sterling  a year,  were  found  to 
be  collecting  and  disbursing  every  shilling  of  it  in 


hard  money,  through  all  the  ramifications  of  her 
vast  expenditure,  should  we  not  think  her  mad? 
But  the  system  is  worse  here,  because  it  withdraws 
just  so  much  actual  capital  from  the  uses  of  a coun- 
try that  requires  capital,  and  is  paying  interest  for 
capital  wherever  it  can  obtain  it. 

But  now,  sir,  allow  me  to  examine  the  operation 
of  this  measure  upon  the  general  interest  of  com- 
merce, and  upon  the  general  currency  of  the  coun- 
try. And  in  this  pointof  view,  the  first  great  ques- 
tion is,  What  amount  of  gold  and  silver  wilt  this 
operation  substract  from  the  circulation  of  the  coun- 
try, and.  from  the  use  of  the  banks? 

In  regard  to  this  important  inquiry,  we  are  not. 
w ithout  the  means  of  forming  some  judgment.  Ail 
official  report  from  the  treasury,  made  to  the  other 
house,  shows  that,  for  the  last  ten  years,  there  has 
been,  at  the  end  of  each  year,  on  an  average,  fifteen 
millions  and  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  the 
treasury.  And  this  sum  is  exclusive  of  all  that  had 
been  collected  of  the  people,  but  had  not  yet  reach- 
ed the  treasury;  and  also  of  all  that  had  been  drawn 
from  the  treasury  by  disbursing  officers,  but  which 
had  not  yet  been  by  them  paid  to  individuals.  Add- 
ing these  sums  together,  sir,  and  the  result  is,  that 
on  an  average  tor  the  last  ten  years,  there  have 
been  at  least  twenty  millions  of  dollars  in  the  trea- 
sury. 1 do  not  mean,  of  course,  that  this  sum  is, 
the  whole  of  it,  unappropriated.  I mean  that  this 
amount  has,  in  fact,  been  in  the  treasury,  either  not 
appropriated,  or  not  called  for  under  the  appropria- 
tions; so  that  if  this  sub-treasury  scheme  had  been 
in  operation,  in  times  past,  of  the  specie  in  the  cur- 
rency, twenty  inilllions  would  have  been  constantly 
locked  up  in  the  safes  arid  vaults.  Now,  sir,  I do 
riot  believe  that,  for  these  ten  years,  the  whole 
amount  of  silver  and  gold  in  the  country  has  ex- 
ceeded, on  the  average,  fifty  or  sixty  millions.  I 
do  not  believe  it  exceeds  sixty  millions  at  the  pre- 
sent moment;  and  if  we  tiad  now  the  whole  system 
in  complete  operation,  it  would  lock  up,  and  keep 
locked  up,  one  full  third  of  all  the  specie  in  the 
country.  Locked  up  I say — hoarded — rendered  as 
useless,  to  all  purposes  of  commerce  and  business, 
as  if  it  were  carried  back  to  its  native  mines.  Sir, 
is  it  not  inconceivable  that  any  man  should  fall  upon 
such  a scheme  of  policy  as  this?  Is  it  possible  that 
any  one  can  fail  to  see  the  destructive  effects  of 
such  a policy  on  the  commerce  and  the  currency 
of  the  country? 

It  is  true,  the  system  does  not  come  into  opera- 
tion all  at  once.  But  it  begins  its  demands  for  spe- 
cie immediately;  it  calls  upon  the  banks,  and  it 
calls  upon  individuals,  for  their  hard  dollars,  that 
they  may  be  put  away  and  locked  up  in  the  trea- 
sury, at  the  very  moment  when  the  country  is  suffering 
for  the  want  of  more  specie  in  the  circulation,  and  the 
banks  are  suffering  for  means  to  enable  them  to  re- 
sume their  payments.  And  this,  it  is  expected,  will 
improve  the  currency,  and  facilitate  resumption! 

It  has  heretofore  been  asserted,  that  the  general 
currency  of  the  country  needed  to  be  strengthened, 
by  the  introduction  of  more  specie  into  the  circula- 
tion. This  has  been  insisted  on,  for  years.  Let  it 
be  conceded.  I have  admitted  it,  and,  indeed,  con- 
tended for  the  proposition  heretofore,  and  endeavor- 
ed to  prove  it.  But  it  must  be  plain  to  every  body, 
that  any  addition  of  specie,  in  order  to  be  useful, 
must  either  go  into  the  circulation,  a3  a part  of  that 
circulation,  or  else  it  must  go  into  the  banks,  to 
enable  them  the  better  to  sustain  and  redeem  their 
paper.  But  this  bill  is  calculated  to  promote  neither 
of  those  ends,  but  exactly  the  reverse.  It  withdraws 
specie  from  the  circulation  and  from  the  hanks,  and 
piles  it  up  in  useless  heaps  in  the  treasury.  It 
weakens  the  general  circulation,  by  making  the 
portion  of  specie,  which  is  part  of  it,  so  much  the 
less;  it  weakens  the  banks,  by  reducing  the  amount 
of  coin  which  supports  their  circulation.  The  gene- 
ral evil  imputed  to  our  currency,  lor  some  years 
past,  is,  that  paper  has  formed  too  great  a portion 
of  it.  The  operation  of  this  measure  must  be  to  in- 
crease that  very  evil.  I have  admitted  the  evil, 
and  have  concurred  in  measures  to  remedy  it.  I 
have  favored  the  withdrawing  of  small  bills  from 
circulation,  to  the  end  that  specie  might  take  their 
place.  I discussed  this  policy,  and  supported  it, 
as  early  as  1S32.  My  colleague,  who,  shortly  after 
that  period,  w as  placed  in  the  chair  of  the  chief 
magistracy  of  Massachusetts,  pressed  its  considera- 
tion, at  length,  upon  the  attention  of  the  legislature 
of  that  state.  I still  think  it  was  a right  policy. 
Some  of  the  states  had  begun  to  adopt  it.  But  the 
measures  of  the  administration,  and  especially  this 
proposed  measure,  throw  this  policy  all  aback. 
They  undo  at  once  all  that  we  have  been  laboring. 
Such,  and  so  pertinacious  has  been  the  demand  of 
government  for  specie,  and  such  new  demand  does 
this  bill  promise  to  create,  that  the  states  have 
found  themselves  compelled  again  to  issue  small 
bills  for  the  use  of  the  people.  It  was  a day  of  re- 
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joicing,  as  we  have  lately  seen,  among  the  people 
of  New  York,  when  the  legislature  of  that  state  sus- 
pended the  sm all-bill  restraining  law,  and  furnished 
the  people  with  some  medium  for  small  payments, 
better  than  the  miserable  trash  which  now  annoys 
the  community. 

The  government,  therefore,  I insist,  is  eviden'ly 
breaking  down  its  own  declared  policy;  it  is  defeat- 
ing, openly  and  manifesily  defeating,  its  own  pro- 
fessed objects. 

And  yet,  theory,  imagination,  presumptuous 
generalization,  the  application  of  military  move- 
ments to  questions  of  commerce  and  finance,  and 
the  abstractions  of  metaphysics,  olfer  us,  in  such  a 
state  of  things,  their  panacea.  And  what  is  it? 
What  is  it?  What  is  to  cure  or  mitigate  these  evils, 
or  what  is  to  ward  off  future  calamities?  Why,  sir, 
the  most  agreeable  remedy  imaginable;  the  kindest, 
tenderest,  most  soothing,  and  solacing  application 
in  the  whole  world!  Nothing,  sir,  nothing  upon 
earth,  but  a smart,  delightful,  perpetual,  and  irre- 
concileable  warfare,  between  the  government  of  the 
United  States  and  the  state  banks!  All  will  be 
well,  we  are  assured,  when  the  government  and  the 
banks  become  antagonistical!  Yes,  sir,  “antago- 
nistical!”  that  is  the  word.  What  a stroke  of  pol- 
icy, sir,  is  this!  It  is  as  delicate  a stratagem  as 
poor  king  Lear’s,  and  a good  deal  like  it.  It  pro- 
poses that  we  should  tread  lightly  along,  in  felt  or 
on  velvet,  till  we  get  the  banks  within  our  power, 
and  then,  “kill,  kill,  kill!” 

Sir,  we  may  talk  as  much  aswre  please  about  the 
resumption  of  specie  payments,  but  I tell  you  that, 
with  government  thus  warring  upon  the  banks,  if 
resumption  should  take  place,  another  suspension  I 
fear  would  follow.  It  is  not  war,  successful  or  un- 
successful, between  government  and  the  banks;  it 
is  only  peace,  trust,  confidence,  that  can  restore  the 
prosperity  of  the  country.  This  system  of  per- 
petual annoyance  to  the  banks,  this  hoarding  up  of 
money  which  the  country  demands  for  its  own  ne- 
cessary uses,  this  bringing  of  the  whole  revenue  to 
act,  not  in  aid  and  furtherance,  but  in  direct  hin- 
drance and  embarrassment  of  commerce  and  busi- 
ness, is  utterly  irreconcileable  with  the  public  in- 
terest. We  shall  see  no  return  of  former  times  till 
it  be  abandoned — altogether  abandoned.  The  pas- 
sage of  this  bill  will  create  new  alarm  and  new' 
distress. 

People  begin  already'  to  fear  their  own  govern- 
ment. They  have  an  actual  dread  of  those  who 
should  be  their  protectors  and  guardians.  There 
are  hundreds  of  thousands  of  honest  and  indus- 
trious men,  sir,  at  this  very  moment,  who  would 
feel  relieved  in  their  circumstances,  who  would  see 
better  prospect  of  an  honest  livelihood,  and  feel 
more  sure  of  the  means  of  food  and  clothing  for 
their  wives  and  children,  if  they  should  hear  that 
this  measure  had  received  its  death.  Let  us,  then, 
sir,  away  with  it.  Do  we  not  see  the  world  pros- 
perous around  us?  Do  we  not  see  other  govern- 
ments and  other  nations  enlightened  by  experience, 
and  rejecting  arrogant  innovations  and  theoretic 
dreams,  accomplishing  the  great  ends  of  society? 

Why,  sir,  why  are  we,  why  are  wTe  alone  among 
the  great  commercial  states?  Why  are  we  to  be 
kept  on  the  rack  and  torture  of  these  experiments? 
We  have  powers,  adequate,  complete  powers.  We 
need  only  to  exercise  them;  we  need  only  to  per- 
form our  constitutional  duty,  and  we  shall  spread 
content,  cheerfulness,  and  joy,  over  the  whole  land. 

This  brings  me,  sir,  to  the  second  inquiry. 

Is  this  measure,  Mr.  President,  a just  exercise  of 
the  powers  of  congress,  and  does  it  fulfil  all  our 
duties? 

Sir,  I have  so  often  discussed  this  point,  I have 
so  constantly  insisted,  for  several  years  past,  on  the 
constitutional  obligation  of  congress  to  take  care 
of  the  currency,  that  the  senate  must  be  already 
tired  of  the  speaker,  if  not  weary  of  the  topic;  and 
yet,  after  all,  this  is  the  great  and  paramount  ques- 
tion. Until  this  is  settled,  the  agitation  can  never 
be  quieted.  If  we  have  not  the  power,  we  must 
leave  the  whole  subject  in  the  hands  of  those  who 
have  it,  or  in  no  hands;  but  if  we  have  the  power, 
we  are  bound  to  exercise  it,  and  every  day’s  neglect 
is  a violation  of  duty.  I therefore  again  insist,  that 
we  have  the  power,  and  I again  press  its  exercise 
on  the  two  houses  of  congress.  I again  assert, 
that  the  regulation  of  the  general  currency — of  the 
money  of  the  country,  whatever  actually  consti- 
tutes that  money — is  one  of  our  solemn  duties. 

( To  be  concluded.) 


TWENTY-FIFTH  CONGRESS. 

SECOND  SESSION SENATE. 

March  30.  The  bill  from  the  house  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  support  of  the  army  for  1638, 
was  read  twice  and  referred. 


Mr.  Gmndy  laid  on  the  table  a second  substitute 
for  the  bill  to  reduce  and  graduate  the  price  of  the 
public  lands.  Read  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

[Mr.  G.’s  substitute  provides  that  the  price  of  the 
public  lands  shall  be  reduced  twenty-five  cents  for 
every  five  years  that  they  shall  continue  in  the  mar- 
ket, till  reduced  to  the  minimum  price  of  fifty  cents; 
waiting,  in  each  case,  an  additional  year  before  the 
reduction  is  made.  It  provides  lor  no  estimate  or 
classification  ot  the  lands,  as  proposed  by  the  first 
substitute.] 

The  following  bills  were  severally  read  a third 
time  and  passed: 

To  revive  and  continue  in  force  the  act  granting 
pensions  to  persons  disabled  by  wounds  received  in 
the  revolutionary  war. 

To  give  eifect  to  the  eighth  article  of  the  treaty 
of  1819  with  Spain. 

Tlie  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  prohibit  the  giving  or  accepting  of  a challenge 
within  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  fight  a duel,  and 
for  the  punishment  thereof. 

Mr.  Clayton,  expressed  his  desire  that  the  main  ob- 
ject of  this  bill  might  be  obtained,  and  his  willing- 
ness to  vote  for  the  bill  in  its  present  form  rather 
than  have  no  measure  of  prevention;  still  he  regard- 
ed the  bill  as  both  unjust  in  some  of  its  features,  and 
not  likely  to  be  carried  into  eifect  on  account  of  its 
severity. 

Mr.  Prentiss  argued  that  the  criminality  of  taking 
the  preliminary  steps  in  this  District  for  a duel  to  be 
consummated  out  of  the  District,  would  be  materially' 
aggravated  by  the  intention  in  so  doing  to  evade  the 
law  of  the  District. 

Mr.  Linn,  admitting  all  the  evils  of  duelling,  and 
the  importance  of  suppressing  it  as  far  as  possible, 
yet  urged  the  difficulty  of  having  laws  against  duel- 
ling duly  executed.  To  illustrale  this  point,  he  al- 
luded to  a particular  case  in  his  own  knowledge,  in 
which  the  legal  penalty,  and  a very  heavy  one,  was 
remitted  almost  by  acclamation  by  the  legislature; 
and  also  to  the  fact  that  far  disproportionate  success 
had  attended  the  attempts  of  various  states  to  sup- 
press duelling.  When  people,  he  said,  w'ere  deter- 
mined to  marry  or  to  fight,  no  law  could  prevent 
them  from  coming  together. 

The  subject  being  still  up,  the  senate,  after  an  ex- 
ecutive session,  adjourned  till  Monday. 

April  2.  After  the  presentation  of  a number  of 
petitions,  and  the  transaction  of  some  business  of 
minor  importance, 

The  bill  tor  the  relief  of  Samuel  Milligan  was 
read  a third  time,  and  passed. 

The  senate  concurred  in  the  amendment  of  the 
house  to  the  bill  directing  the  expenditure  of  appro- 
priations heretofore  made  for  the  removal  of  the 
troops  from  fort  Gibson;  which  amendment  provides 
that  the  new  fort  shall  be  erected  at  or  near  the  west- 
ern boundary  ot  Arkansas,  instead  of  at  or  near  old 
fort  Smith.  This  concurrence  was  made  with  the 
understanding  that  the  new  fort  would  be  erected  at 
or  near  the  site  of  fort  Smith,  if  it  could  he  pur- 
chased at  a reasonable  price. 

The  house  bills  for  the  relief  of  David  and  James 
Robinson  and  others,  of  Isaac  and  William  Well- 
born, of  William  Enos,  of  David  H.  Maxwell,  and 
the  bill  authorizing  the  sale  of  the  old  custom-house, 
&c.  at  Bath,  Maine,  and  the  appropriation  of  the 
proceeds  toward  the  purchase  of  a new  site  and  the 
erection  of  a new  custom-house,  were  severally 
considered,  and  ordered  to  a third  reading. 

A message  was  received  from  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, by  Mr.  Franklin,  their  clerk,  announcing 
the  death  of  the  honorable  Isaac  McKim,  a member 
of  that  house  from  the  state  of  Maiyland,  and  that 
his  funeral  would  take  place  from  their  hall  at  II 
o’clock  to-moirow. 

Mr.  Grundy  rose  and  addressed  the  senate  as  fol- 
lows; 

Mr.  President:  In  the  absence  of  both  the  sena- 
tors from  Maryland,  I have  been  requested  by  the 
delegation  in  the  other  house  from  that  state,  to  move 
a concurrence  with  the  resolutions  of  the  house  of 
•representatives,  in  honor  of  the  memory  of  the  de- 
ceased. 

A few  days  since  he  was  amongst  us,  in  all  the 
vigor  of  health.  Within  a few  hours  only  before  his 
death,  he  was  actually  engaged  in  the  faithful  dis- 
charge of  the  arduous  duties  assigned  him  by  his 
country.  He  is  now  gone;  and  those  who  esteemed 
him  and  loved  him,  will  see  him  no  more. 

Mr.  McKim  was  emphatically  the  author  of  his 
own  fortunes.  He  commenced  life  in  very  moderate 
circumstances,  without  the  patronage  of  influential 
friends.  His  industry  and  energy,  under  the  guid- 
ance of  a clear  and  discriminating  intellect,  enabled 
him  to  amass  a fortune,  not  only  ample,  but  mag- 
nificent. 

He  not  only  knew  how  to  acquire  property,  but 
he  knew  how  to  use  it.  The  accumulation  of  wealth 
in  him  did  not  beget  the  passion  of  avarice.  Go  to 


the  city  of  his  residence,  and  the  inhabitants  can 
point  out  innumerable  instances  of  his  noble  chari- 
ties, and  monuments  of  his  munificence  and  liber- 
ality. 

He  had  reached  a good  old  age.  He  had  been 
honored  by  his  fellow-citizens  with  a seat  in  the 
senate  of  his  state,  and  he  had  often  been  elected  to 
fill  the  station  he  lately  occupied.  We,  his  asso- 
ciates, knew  that,  although  he  was  unassuming  and 
unpretending,  he  brought  into  our  councils  a stock 
of  useful  and  practical  knowledge  possessed  by  few 
men. 

The  reflection  that  he  lived  worthily,  and  died 
probably  without  a single  enemy,  will  comfort,  and 
in  some  degree  alleviate  the  sorrows,  of  her  who  was 
the  partner  of  his  bosom  and  sharer  of  his  joys  at:d 
griels,  and  those  relatives  and  friends  who  now  de- 
plore his  loss. 

Mr.  Grundy  then  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  adopted  unanimously: 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  senate  will  attend 
the  funeral  of  the  honorable  Isaac  McKim,  late  a 
member  of  the  house  of  representatives  Horn  the 
state  of  Maryland,  at  11  o’clock  to-morrow;  and,  as 
a testimony  oi  respect  for  the  memory  of  the  de- 
ceased, they  will  go  into  mourning  by  wearing  crape 
on  the  left  arm  for  thirty  days. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Grundy, 

The  senate  adjourned  to  meet  to-morrow'  at  11 
o’clock. 

April  4.  Among  the  petitions,  &c.  presented 
this  morning,  were  the  following: 

By  Mr.  Merrick:  Resolutions  of  the  legislature  of 
Maryland,  on  the  subject  of  finance  and  currency 
generally,  and  especially  in  opposition  to  the  sub- 
treasury scheme.  Read,  laid  on  the  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  committee  on  finance,  re- 
ported, without  amendment,  the  bill  from  the  house, 
referred  to  them,  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  the  army  for  1838. 

The  bills  from  the  house,  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  of  Robert  Fulton,  of  c.apt.  John  Downes,  and 
another,  were  read  twice  and  referred. 

The  bills  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  and  William 
Wellborn,  of  David  H.  Maxwell,  of  William  Eadus, 
of  the  captors  of  the  privateer  Lydia,  of  Moses 
Dampen,  and  the  bill  authorizing  the  sale  of  pro- 
perty and  the  application  of  the  avails  toward  a 
new'  custom-house  at  Bath,  Maine,  W'ere  severally 
read  a third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Knight,  the  committee  of  com- 
merce were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency ot  ordering  a survey  of  the  harbor  of  Provi- 
dence, Rhode  Island,  preparatory  to  the  removal  of 
the  sand  bar  at  the  mouth  of  that  harbor. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses 
of  the  government  for  1838. 

After  a brief  conversation  by  Messrs.  Wright, 
Crittenden,  Niles,  and  Grundy,  the  only  amendment 
from  the  committee,  authorizing  the  transfer  of 
funds  in  the  post  office  department  from  any  branch 
of  the  service  to  any  other,  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Crittenden  ottered  an  amendment  to  the  bill 
requiring  that  the  salary  of  the  postmaster  general 
and  all  other  expenses  of  the  department  should  be 
paid  from  its  own  income.  Mr.  C.  supported  this 
amendment  chiefly  on  the  ground  that  it  is  an  ad- 
mitted principle,  in  relation  to  the  department,  that 
it  shall  sustain  itself,  and  that  the  funds  of  the  de- 
partment are  now  abundant,  while  the  general  trea- 
sury is  in  debt. 

Mr.  Wright  opposed  the  amendment  on  the  ground 
that  it  had  been  the  general  practice  to  pay  clerk 
hire  in  the  general  post  office  and  the  salary  of  the 
postmaster  general  out  of  the  general  treasury',  with- 
out regard  to  the  income  of  the  department;  and, 
also,  on  the  ground  that  such  a restriction  would 
curtail  so  much  the  mail  accommodations. 

Mr.  Grundy  also  objected  to  the  amendment,  that 
the  late  contracts  of  the  department  had  been  more 
unfavorable  than  usual,  that  many  new  routes  were 
required;  and  that  if  the  franking  privilege  should 
be  taken  into  the  account,  the  department  would 
still  far  more  than  support  itself. 

The  amendment  was  lost,  and  the  bill,  as  amend- 
ed from  the  committee,  was  ordered  to  a third  read- 
ing. 

The  bill  from  the  house,  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  the  army  for  1838,  was  taken  up 
and  considered,  and,  after  a brief  explanation  by 
Mr.  Wright,  it  was  ordered  to  a third  reading.  Sub- 
sequently read  a third  time,  and  passed. 

The  senate  took  up  the  bill  providing  that,  after 
the  expiration  of  six  months,  the  money  for  pen- 
sionsiemaining  unpaid  in  the  hands  of  agents  should 
be  returned  to  the  treasury,  where  only  such  pen- 
sions should  then  be  paid. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hubbard,  the  bill  was  amend- 
ed so  as  to  extend  the  above  time  to  eight  months, 
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and  the  bill,  so  amended,  was  ordered  to  a third 
reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Roane,  the  bill  to  establish  a 
criminal  court  in  the  District  of  Columbia  was  con- 
sidered, amended,  and  ordered  to  a third  reading. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  prohibit  the  giving  and  accepting  of  challenges 
to  duels  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Preston  made  some  remarks,  (to  be  publish- 
ed hereafter,)  chiefly  in  vindication  of  southern 
gentlemen  and  the  southern  community,  in  reply 
to  some  observations  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Connecticut. 
The  bill  still  being  up 

The  senate  adjourned,  after  an  executive  session- 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  March  30.  On  leave,  memorials  were 
presented  by ; Messrs.  Fairfield,  Grennell,a.nA  Taylor, 
on  the  subject  of  the  late  duel,  and,  on  motion,  were 
referred  to  the  select  committee  now  in  session. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Henry  Johnson, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  increasing  the  sala- 
ries of  the  officers  of  the  mint  establishment  at  New 
Orleans. 

Mr.  McKay,  from  the  committee  on  military  af- 
fairs, reported  a joint  resolution  from  the  senate  di- 
recting the  expenditure  of  an  appropriation  hereto- 
fore made  for  the  removal  of  the  troops  from  fort 
Gibson,  with  an  amendment;  which  was  read  and 
concurred  in  by  the  house,  and  the  resolution  was 
ordered  to  be  read  a third  time  to-day. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  in  answer  to  a resolu- 
tion of  the  house  of  the  5th  instant,  requiring  copies 
of  all  letters  written  by  him  to  collectors  and  re- 
ceivers between  the  1st  of  January,  1334,  and  the 
present  time,  having  reference  to  defalcations,  omis- 
sions to  comply  with  the  laws  ar.d  regulations  es- 
tablished for  their  government,  and  other  irregulari- 
ties, &c.  &c. 

The  following  resolution,  offered  by  Mr.  Hopkins, 
came  up  in  order: 

Resolved,  That  a select  committee,  consisting  of 
five  members,  be  appointed,  whose  duty  it  shall  be 
to  make  a faithful  and  comprehensive  investigation 
into  all  such  abuses  as  may  exist  in  the  administra- 
tion of  the  legislative  branch  of  the  federal  govern- 
ment, with  a view  to  the  speedy  correction  of  the 
same  by  the  adoption  of  such  a system  of  reform  and 
retrenchment  in  the  contingent  expenses  thereof  as 
the  public  good  may  require;  and  that  the  said  com- 
mittee be  instructed  also  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  divorcing,  by  law,  the  government  from 
the  public  press,  by  prohibiting,  in  future,  every  offi- 
cer thereof,  in  his  official  capacity,  from  employing 
any  conductor  of  a political  journal  to  execute  any 
portion  of  the  public  printing. 

Mr.  Hopkins,  the  mover  of  this  resolution,  defend- 
ed the  same,  in  a few  remarks.  He  viewed  the  con- 
nexion of  the  government  with  the  press  in  any  way 
or  mode,  as  tending  to  great  abuse  and  corruption, 
in  the  great  amount  of  patronage  the  government  is 
enabled  to  give  to  the  press.  He  considered  this  the 
most  important  measure  of  reform  that  could  possi- 
bly be  presented  to  congress. 

Mr.  Cushman  was  in  favor  of  the  proposed  reform, 
and  was  glad  that  the  gentleman  proposed  to  com- 
mence it  where  it  should  be  in  this  house.  He 
had  long  heard  the  outcry  against  executive 
abuses,  but  had  ever  believed  that  that  outcry  should 
rather  be  raised  against  the  conduct  of  this  house  in 
connexion  with  the  press.  Mr.  C.  was,  however, 
opposed  to  the  resolution,  because  there  was  no  press 
not  liable,  whilst  having  the  government  printing, 
to  become  a partisan  press.  Mr.  C.  having  con- 
cluded, 

Mr.  Clark  asked  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
of  ways  and  means  when  he  proposed  that  the  house 
go  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  sub-treasury 
bill? 

Mr.  Cambreleng  replied,  so  soon  as  the  appropria- 
tion bills  shall  have  been  gone  through  with. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Robert  Ful- 
ton, which  has  once  been  passed  by  the  house,  came 
up  tor  discussion,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Thompson 
to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  it  was  carried. 

Mr.  Duncan,  of  Ohio,  had  the  floor,  and  made  an 
extended  speech  in  opposition  to  the  bill.  He  took 
the  grounds  that  Mr.  Fulton  was  not  entitled  to  the 
credit  he  had  enjoyed  of  being  the  first  to  apply 
steam-power  to  the  propelling  of  boats,  &c. 

Mr.  Hoffman  replied  to  the  i bjections  urged  on 
to-day,  and  on  the  former  day  when  the  subject  was 
up,  against  the  bill,  defending  its  various  items,  and 
vindicating  the  memory  of  Fulton  against  the  at- 
tacks of  Messrs.  Craig,  Duncan,  and  Russell. 

Mr.  Thompson  made  some  remarks  in  defence  of 
the  motion  to  re-consider,  and  was  followed  by 

Mr.  Whittlesey,  who  opposed  it,  and  defended  the 
bill  at  length,  and  in  minute  detail. 


Mr.  Cushman  rose,  and  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion, but  withdrew  it  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  Biddle,  who  rose  to  correct  some  errors,  in 
fact,  of  Mr.  Duncan,  relative  to  the  introduction  of 
steamboats  upon  the  waters  of  the  Ohio,  to  defend 
the  bill  on  its  merits,  and  to  discuss  the  question  of 
re-consideration,  as  applicable  to  the  present  case. 

Mr.  B.  concluded  this  debate  (a  report  of  which 
we  shall  give  hereafter)  by  renewing,  as  he  had 
promised  to  do,  the  motion  forthe  previous  question, 
which  was  seconded,  and  the  main  question  ordered 
to  be  put. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  ordered  on  the  question 
of  re-consideration,  it  was  decided  as  follows:  yeas 
81,  nays  87.  And  the  bill,  as  passed,  was  sent  to 
the  senate  for  their  concurrence. 

On  motion,  the  house  adjourned  at  a quarter  be- 
fore 5 o’clock. 

Saturday,  March  31.  Reports  having  been  cal- 
led for,  the  following  was  presented: 

Mr.  W.  Cost  Johnson,  from  the  committee  on 
accounts,  made  a report  reducing  and  fixing  the 
number  and  compensation  of  messengers,  pages, 
&c.  in  the  employ  of  the  house,  and  prescribing 
certain  duties  to  the  sergeant-at-arms,  doorkeeper, 
&c.  and  gave  notice  that  he  should  on  Monday 
next  call  up  this  report,  and  ask  the  action  of  the 
house  upon  it, 

Mr.  Hopkins,  of  Virginia,  resumed  the  debate 
cut  off  by  the  expiration  of  the  morning  hour  yes- 
terday, by  some  further  remarks  in  support  of  the 
resolution  offered  by  him  on  the  subject  of  retrench- 
ment and  reform,  and  the  divorce  of  the  govern- 
ment from  the  press,  and  was  followed  by 

Mr.  Bond,  of  Ohio,  who  spoke  at  considerable 
length  in  support  of  the  resolution  referring  to  and 
copiously  quoting  the  celebrated  retrenchment  re- 
port in  1833,  and  insisting  that  none  of  the  reforms 
then  urged  had  since  taken  place;  but,  on  the  conr 
trary,  the  expenses  of  the  government  had  been 
greatly  increased.  Mr.  B.  also  quoted  reports  to 
show  the  enormous  sums  paid  to  the  editor  of  the 
government  organ  for  printing  for  the  executive 
offices,  &c.  Before  he  had  concluded,  the  morn- 
ing hour  expired,  and  the  discussion  lies  over. 

Several  senate  bills  received  their  first  and  se- 
cond readings,  and  were  committed. 

On  the  reference  of  the  bill  to  carry  into  effect 
the  8th  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  a desultory 
discussion  arose,  which,  ever  and  anon,  diverged 
into  references  to  the  merits  of  the  bill,  so  as  to 
render  it  frequently  necessary  for  the  chair  to  inter- 
fere, and  confine  the  discussion  to  the  question  be- 
fore the  house. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  moved  that  the  bill 
be  referred  to  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs. 

Mr.  Harlan  advocated  the  reference  of  the  bill 
to  the  committee  on  private  land  claims,  because 
the  object  of  the  bill  was  to  settle  certain  private 
claims  to  the  lands  between  the  Perdido  and  the 
Pearl  rivers.  In  this  motion  he  was  supported  by 
Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  and  Mr.  Lawler. 

Mr.  Garland,  of  Louisiana,  opposed  this  refer- 
ence on  the  ground  that  that  committee  stood  com- 
mitted, and  had  made  up  their  minds  in  relation  to 
these  claims.  He  moved  that  the  bill  go  to  the 
committee  on  the  public  lands;  because,  if  the 
claims  were  confirmed,  compensation  must  be  made 
to  the  claimants  out  of  the  public  domain.  Mr. 
Craig  proposed  that  the  bill  be  referred  to  a com- 
mittee of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union.  Mr. 
Pope  thought,  as  the  bill  proposed  a tribunal  for 
the  adjudication  of  these  claims,  it  ought  to  be  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  the  judiciary.  After 
a good  deal  of  dispute,  the  controversy  was  settled 
by  referring  the  bill  to  the  committee  on  private 
land  claims. 

A bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Downes  was  en- 
grossed, read  a third  time,  and  passed. 

A bill  for  the  relief  of  N.  Quertier  and  Albert,  of 
New  Orleans,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read 
a third  time  to-day. 

The  house  then  went  into  committee  of  the 
whole  (Mr.  Lyon,  of  Ala.,  in  the  chair,)  and  con- 
sidered a number  of  private  bills.  The  committee 
then  rose,  reported  progress,  and  the  house  ad- 
journed. 

Monday,  April  2.  As  soon  as  the  journal  was 
read — 

Mr.  Howard  rose  and  addressed  the  house  as 
follows: 

Mr.  Speaker:  I rise  to  perform  a duty,  the  pain- 
ful extent  of  which  I did  not  fully  appreciate  until 
the  present  moment.  It  is  from  the  effort  required 
to  control  the  feelings  which  are  struggling  for  the 
mastery,  that  I am  made  sensible  of  the  difficulty 
of  the  task.  Sir,  my  friend  and  colleague,  who 
lightened  the  toils  and  shared  the  responsibilities  of 
our  joint  representation,  is  no  more.  After  a brief 
but  severe  illness,  Isaac  McKim  expired  yesterday 
morning,  meeting  his  fate  with  exemplary  resigna- 


tion and  composure.  Conscious  of  his  approaching 
end  for  many  days  previous  to  its  occurrence,  he 
looked  steadily  at  death  as  he  drew  near,  step  by 
step,  with  that  unflinching  courage  which  a quiet 
conscience  only  can  give.  Feeling  and  knowing, 
as  I now  feel  and  know,  that  he  had  tried  to  do  his 
duty,  he  looked  forward  without  alarm,  because  he 
looked  backward  without  self-reproach.  His  course 
through  life  had  been  the  same  as  his  conduct  in 
this  house,  where,  I am  sure,  he  has  not  left  an  un- 
kind feeling  in  the  breast  of  a single  member.  En- 
gaged in  the  active  pursuits  of  commerce  from  an 
unusually  early  period  of  life,  he  was  one,  and 
perhaps  the  last,  of  that  enterprising  class  of  mer- 
chants, whose  hazardous,  but  successful  industry, 
some  thirty  years  ago,  built  up,  at  the  same  time, 
their  own  fortunes,  and  the  prosperity  of  the  city 
which  he  partly  represented  upon  this  floor;  but  the 
liberalty,  with  which  he  dispensed  his  gains  around 
him,  was  equal  to  the  sagacity  which  he  manifested 
in  their  acquisition.  Two  public  schools,  one 
founded  by  his  father  and  the  other  by  himself,  have 
long  made  his  name  blessed  by  the  destitute  widow, 
to  whose  children  the  rich  gift  of  education  was 
thus  benevolently  and  wisely  imparted.  The  200 
orphan  boys  who  have  habitually  attended  the 
school  of  Isaac  McKim,  may  perhaps  be  uncon- 
scious of  the  loss  which  they  have  sustained;  but 
the  tears  of  their  widowed  mothers,  shed  in  secret 
sorrow,  will  attest  their  mingled  gratitude  and  re- 
gret. Sir,  to  rescue  from  the  temptations  and  dan- 
gers of  idleness  and  ignorance  any  portion  of  the 
youth  of  our  country,  is  to  effect  a work  in  which 
patriotism  ond  philanthropy  eminently  unite.  But 
it  was  not  in  this  instance  alone  the  kindhearted- 
ness of  my  deceased  friend  was  manifested.  I 
cannot  call  to  mind  a single  individual  in  our  ex- 
tensive population  whose  loss  will  be  more  felt  or 
deplored.  He  has  passed  through  life  with  such  an 
unstained  character,  that  all  men  of  integrity  knew 
him  to  be  their  proper  associate.  Mild  and  cour- 
teous in  his  deportment  towards  others,  he  follow- 
ed, as  a guide  in  his  own  conduct,  that  sincerity 
and  honesty  of  purpose,  upon  which  his  friends 
never  counted  in  vain. 

Next  to  his  family,  Mr.  Speaker,  his  loss  falls 
most  heavily  upon  myself.  Elected  by  the  same 
constituency,  we  have  been,  for  some  years,  in  the 
habit  of  the  most  unreserved  communication  with 
each  other  upon  every  topic  relating  to  our  public 
duties,  and  upon  his  strong  sagacity  I have  been  ac- 
customed greatly  to  rely.  His  untiring  attention  to 
business  has  long  been  conspicuous  in  this  house. 
No  care,  no  time,  no  labor  seemed  to  him  too  great 
to  be  devoted  to  the  public  service.  In  this  house, 
amongst  his  constituents,  in  his  state,  and  by  his 
country,  his  absence  will  be  felt.  It  only  remains 
lor  us  to  pay  such  respect  to  his  memory  as  is  due 
to  it,  and,  for  that  purpose  I offer  the  following  reso- 
lutions: ° 

Mr.  Howard  then  offered  the  following;  which 
were  read,  and  unanimously  concurred  in. 

Resolved,  That  the  members  and  officers  of  this 
house  will  attend  the  funeral  of  Issac  McKim,  de- 
ceased, late  a member  of  this  house  from  the  state  of 
Maryland,  at  II  o’clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Resolved,  That  a committee  be  appointed  to  take 
order  for  superintending  the  funeral  of  Isaac  Me-, 
Kim,  deceased. 

Resolved,  That  the  members  and  officers  of  this 
house  w ill  testify  their  respect  for  the  memory  of 
Isaac  McKim  by  wearing  crape  on  the  left  arm  for 
thirty'-  days. 

Resolved,  That  W'hen  this  house  adjourn  to-day, 
it  will  adjourn  to  meet  again  on  Wednesday,  the  4th 
instant. 

Mr.  How'ard,  Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  Cambreleng,  Mr. 
Robertson,  Mr.  Glascock,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  La.  and 
Mr.  Milller,  were  appointed  a committee  to  take 
order  for  superintending  the  funeral  in  pursuance  of 
the  second  resolution. 

The  clerk  was  ordered  to  notify  the  senate  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  house,  and  then 

The  house  adjourned  to  Wednesday. 

The  following  was  the  order  of  arrangements  for 
the  funeral. 

The  committee  of  arrangements  and  pall-bearers 
will  atlend  at  the  late  residence  of  the  deceased,  at 
Gadsby’s  hotel,  on  Pennsylvania  avenue,  at  ten 
o’clock,  a.  m.  Tuesday,  April  3d;  at  which  time  the 
remains  will  be  removed,  in  charge  of  the  committee 
of  arrangements,  attended  by  the  sergeant-at-arms  of 
the  house  of  representatives,  to  the  hall  of  the  house. 

At  2 o’clock,  p.  m.  funeral  service  will  be  per- 
formed in  the  hall  of  the  house  of  representatives, 
and,  immediately  after,  the  procession  will  move  to 
the  rail-road  depot,  on  Pennsylvania  avenue,  in  the 
following  order: 

The  chaplains  of  both  houses. 

Physicians  who  attended  the  deceased. 
Committee  of  arrangements,  viz: 
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Mr.  Howard,  of  Maryland,  Mr  Adams,  of  Mass., 
Mr.  Cambreleng,  of  N.  Y.,  Mr.  Taliaferro,  of  Va., 
Mr.  Glascock,  of  Ga.,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  La.,  Mr. 
Miller,  of  Mo. 

Pall-beares,  viz: 

Mr.  McKay,  of  N.  C.,  Mr.  Whittlesey,  of  O.,  Mr. 
Lyon,  of  Ala.,  Mr.  Ingham,  of  Conn.,  Mr.  Yell,  ol 
Ark.,  Mr.  Southgate  oi'Ky. 

The  family  and  friends  of  the  deceased. 

The  members  of  the  house  of  representatives  and 
senators  from  Maryland,  as  mourners. 

The  sergeant-at-arms  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives. 

The  house  of  representatives  preceded  by  their 
speaker  and  clerk. 

The  oilier  officers  of  the  house. 

The  sergeant-at-arms  of  the  senate. 

The  senate  of  the  United  States,  preceded  by  the 
Vice  president  and  their  secretary. 

Tiie  other  officers  of  the  senate. 

The  president  of  the  United  States. 

The  heads  of  departments. 

Foreign  ministers 
Citizens  and  strangers. 

The  body  will  then  be  placed  in  the  car,  which 
will  be  provided  for  the  purpose,  and  carried  to  Bal- 
timore attended  by  the  chaplains  and  physicians,  the 
committee  of  arrangements,  the  pali-bearers,  the 
delegation  from  Maryland  as  mourners,  and  such  of 
the  officers  and  members  of  the  two  houses  of  con- 
gress as  may  be  able  to  attend,  for  whom  cars  will 
be  provided. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  procession  at  B dtimore,  it 
will  move  to  the  place  of  interment,  in  the  order 
which  is  designated  above. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  return  to  | 
Washington,  on  th  - same  evening,  of  those  who  may 
attend  the  body  to  Baltimore. 

Tuesday,  April  3.  Pursuant  to  order,  the  bouse 
of  representatives  convened  a few  uiinutes  before 
11  o’clock,  for  the  purpose  of  attending  the  funeral 
obesequies  of  the  hon  Isaac  McKim,\at.e  a represen- 
tative in  Congress  from  the  state  of  Maryland; 
which  were  performed  in  conformity  to  the  above 
arrangements. 

Wednesday,  April  4.  Among  the  memorials  pre- 
sented to  day  were  the  following; 

Mr.  Birdsall,  on  leave,  presented  the  memoral  of 
E.  Price  and  one  hundred  and  fifty-seven  others,  and 
the  memorial  of  J.  W.  Patton  and  two  hundred  and 
forty-four  others,  all  inhabitants  of  ttie  county  of 
Wayne,  New  York,  praying  the  interposition  of  con- 
gress on  the  subject  of  the  late  duel  between  Mr. 
Gilley  and  Mr.  Graves,  ami  the  expulsion  from  con- 
gress of  every  member  of  that  body  criminally  en- 
gaged therein;  which,  on  motion  of  Mr-  B.  were 
referred  to  the  select  committee  of  the  house  having 
the  affair  under  investigation. 

Mr.  Birdsall,  also,  on  leave,  presented  the  petition 
of  Thomas  McClintock  and  thirty-six  others,  citizens 
of  Waterloo,  New  York,  praying  the  abrogation  of 
the  resolution  of  Mr.  Patton,  on  the  subject  of  aboli- 
tion memorials;  which  was  received,  and  laid  on  the 
table 

Mr.  Peck,  by  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  house, 
presented  the  petition  of  W.  H.  Stanly  and  sundry 
other  citizens  of  Geneseo,  Livingston  county.  N.  Y. 
on  the  subject  of  the  late  duel.  Also,  a similar 
petition  of  Shepard  Pierce  and  two  hundred  and 
seventy-one  other  citizens  of  Livonier,  Livingston 
county,  N.  Y.  Also,  a similar  petition  of  J.  A. 
Campbell  and  one  hundred  others,  citizens  of  Lima, 
Livingston  county  N.  Y. 

Mr.  Henry  presented  the  petition  of  George  Cas- 
sady,  of  Mercer  county,  Pennsylvania,  a soldier  of 
the  late  war,  who  had  his  arm  shot  off  in  the  battle 
of  Chippewa,  and  prays  congress  for  an  increase  of 
his  pension;  which  was,  on  motion,  referred  to  the 
committee  on  invalid  pensions. 

Mr.  Thomas,  of  Maryland,  moved  that  the  speaker 
inform  the  governor  of  Maryland  of  the  vacancy  in 
the  represetation  from  that  state,  occasioned  by  the 
death  of  the  late  honorable  I.  McKiin;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Wise  asked  leave  to  offer  a resolution  pro- 
posing to  convert  the  vessels  now  employed  for  an 
exploring  expedition  into  a coast  squadron,  and  de- 
tailing its  duties.  But  objection  being  made,  Mr. 
Montgomery  moved  a suspension  of  the  rules  to  allow 
of  its  being  offered;  but  the  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Graham  asked  leave  to  offer  a resolution  to 
alter  the  hour  of  meeting  from  12  to  11  o’clock,  A. 
M.  Objection  being  made,  he  moved  a suspension 
of  the  rules  to  allow  of  the  motion  being  made. 

On  this  motion,  Mr.  Cambreleng  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays  ; which,  being  taken,  resulted  as  fol- 
lows : Yeas  110,  nays  29. 

So  the  rules  were  suspended.  The  resolution  was 
read,  when 

Mr.  Whittlesey  suggested  the  expediency  of  hav- 
ing a recess,  to  admit  time  for  dinner.  He  had  never 


witnessed  a more  general  attendance  and  seen  more 
business  done  than  when  such  a plan  was  pursued 
He  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by  adding  that  a 
daily  recess  be  had  at  half  past  2 to  4 p.  in. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
would  not  press  the  amendment.  Whenever  such 
an  arrangement  had  been  adopted,  the  house  had 
had  reason  to  regret  it.  He  hoped  there  would  be 
no  more  night  sessions. 

Mr.  Whittlesey  defended  his  proposition  at  some 
length,  upon  the  ground  that  the  arrangement  would 
conduce  to  the  expedition  of  business.  He  thought 
the  health  of  members  required  some  such  arrange- 
ment. At  present,  after  the  fiour  of  two  oclock,  it 
was  impossible  to  keep  a quorum  in  the  house  ; and 
he  gave  notice  that  he  should  hereafter  move  a call 
of  the  house,  whenever  this  occurred.  If  members 
come  at  11  o’clock,  they  need  refreshment  before  4 
or  3 ; and  if  any  are  to  remain,  all  should  be  required 
to  do  so. 

Mr.  Reed  hoped  the  resolution  would  be  adopted. 
He  agreed  with  the  suggestion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  and  would  vote  for  the  amendment  pro- 
posed. It  was  improper  that  the  important  business 
of  the  house  should  be  transacted  in  the  careless 
and  inattentive  manner  in  which  it  too  often  is  done. 

Mr.  Pope  was  opposed  to  the  amendment,  and 
thought  it  to  be  fraught  with  much  mischief.  He 
was  not  willing  to  walk  three-quaiters  of  a mile, 
and  return,  after  his  dinner.  Besides,  a great  many 
gentlemen  look  wine  at  dinner,  and  that  was  a kind 
indulgence  that  did  not  tend  to  render  them  so  at- 
tentive and  competent  to  do  business  as  they  should 
be.  He  thought  that  it  was  rather  unreasonable  for 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  to  make  such  a proposi- 
tion at  this  time  of  the  session.  By  and  by,  when 
it  should  come  to  be  absolutely  necessary,  he  would 
go  for  it. 

Mr.  Boon  opposed  the  amendment.  The  days  were 
yet  too  short.  He  was  in  favor  of  coining  to  the 
house  at  eleven,  or  even  ten,  if  necessary  ; but  lie 
was  opposed  to  night  sessions,  as  a system  to  be 
adopted  by  the  house. 

Mr.  Whittlesey  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  his 
amendment;  which  were  not  ordered. 

Mr.  Lcgare  was  against  the  amendment.  He 
thought  its  adoption  would  do  more  harm  than  good. 
At  the  extra  session,  when  it  was  adopted,  it  did  not 
work  advantageously  at  all.  The  whole  day  was  lost. 
Not  so  much,  instead  of  more,  business  was  done. 
Members  were  called  on  to  vote,  hastily,  and  with- 
out deliberation  or  investigation,  upon  most  import- 
ant questions  ; and  thus  their  decisions  were  crude 
and  hasty,  for  want  of  time  to  form  them  deliberate- 
ly. In  the  caseoi  the  Mississippi  election,  he  would 
have  give  any  tiling  for  a better  opportunity  to  study 
and  investigate  all  the  points  in  that  case.  lie  was 
in  hopes  the  amendment  would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Williams  agreed  with  Mr.  Legare  as  to  the 
inutility  ol  a recess.  There  was  no  time  gained  by  it. 
The  night  sessions  were  injurious  lo  the  health  of 
members.  If  the  house  made  it  his  duly  to  attend  at 
11,  or  even  10,  and  to  sit  (ill  sunset,  he  would  do  it; 
but  he  was  opposed  to  an  arrangement  which  would 
protract  the  sessions  till  night. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  said  that  had  this  proposition  come 
from  a new  member  of  the  house,  it  would  not  have 
surprised  him,  as  it  did,  coming  from  so  experienced 
and  industrious  a member  as  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio.  An  hour  for  business  before  dinner  was  worth 
more  than  all  the  evening  session  ; and  were  this 
amendment  adopted,  it  would  retard  the  public  busi- 
ness one-half. 

Mr.  Whittlesey’s  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  original  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  then  rose  and  said  that  he  believ- 
ed the  morning  hour  had  expired. 

The  Speaker  replied  that  it  had  not  yet  commenc- 
ed. It  commenced  with  the  call  for  reports. 

On  leave,  Mr.  Pickens  presented  a memorial  from 
Mr.  Mills,  the  architect  employed  on  the  treasury 
building ; which  was  ordered  to  bp  printed. 

Mr.  Bronson  asked,  and  was  refused  leave,  to  pre- 
sent a memorial. 

Mr.  Dawson  asked  the  house  to  take  up  a bill  re- 
ported by  the  committee  upon  mileage.  But  the 
house  refused  to  take  it  up. 

The  Chair  presented  several  executive  communi- 
cations. 

The  remainder  of  the  day  was  occupied  in  consid- 
ering the  resolutions  reported  by  the  committee  on 
the  duties  and  officers  of  the  house,  which  were 
amended  and  adopted. 

The  house  then  adjourned. 

Thursday’s  proceedings. 

Senate,  Aprilb.  After  some  business  of  minor  impor- 
tance, the  bill  to  establish  a criminal  court  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  was  taken  up  and  passed. 

On  motion  ot  Mr.  Benton,  the  committee  of  finance 
were  instructed  to  inquire  whether  additional  supplies 
are  needed  by  the  treasury  for  the  present  vear;  and  if 


so,  to  inquire  also  whether  it  is  best  to  raise  such  sup- 
plies by  the  sale  of  the  bonds  given  by  the  United  States 
Bank  of  Pennsylvania  for  United  States  stock  in  the 
late  Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  byresorting  to  loans. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to 
suppress  giving  and  accepting  challenges  to  duels  in  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  spoke  at  considerable 
length  in  reply  to  Mr.  Preston,  re-asserting  his  former 
ground,  that  tne  north  ought  to  be  protected  from  the 
soulh  by  an  anti-duelling  law. 

Mr.  Pierce  earnestly  repudiated  the  idea  that  this 
bill  was  in  any  way  to  be  regarded  as  a measure  to  pro- 
tect the  north  against  the  south.  He  insisted  that  the 
north  required  and  asked  no  such  protection.  The  ob- 
ject was  and  ought  to  be  to  suppress  ail  evil  and  im- 
moral practice,  and  for  that  purpose  alone  he  would 
give  his  support  to  such  a measure  as  he  thought  iikely 
to  be  most  efficient. 

Mr.  Preston  made  a brief  rejoinder,  insisting  that 
all  duels  are  the  result  of  mutual  agreement,  the  impel- 
ling force  on  both  sides  being  equally  a moral  one;  and 
he  remarked  further  on  the  impropriety  of  sectional  as- 
saults, and  of  opprobrious  epithets  applied  to  persons 
now  under  trial,  (by  the  investigation  in  the  other 
house.) 

Mr.  Grundy  expressed  the  belief  that  public  opinion 
every  where  was  decidedly  against  the  practice;  he 
knew  it  to  be  contrary  lo  the  laws  of  God  and  man,  and 
what  he  wished  was  to  pass  such  a law  as  would  be 
best  calculated  to  suppress  it.  He  argued  that  for  this 
purpose  the  substitute  of  Mr.  Clayton  was  best,  for 
which,  therefore,  he  would  give  his  vote. 

Mr.  Prentiss  spoke  briefly  in  favor  of  the  original  bill, 
and  against  the  substitute  of  Mr.  Clayton  as  sufficient 
to  effect  the  object  proposed. 

The  bill  being  still  up,  and  Mr.  Linn  having  ex- 
pressed a desire  to  consider  further  the  question  of  in- 
flicting the  same  punishment  on  seconds  as  on  princi- 
pals in  a duel, 

The  senate  adjourned,  after  an  executive  session. 

House  of  representatives,  Thursday,  April  5.  Mr. 
Patton,  on  leave,  offered  a resolution  appointing  Mr. 
McCormick  (the  present  incumbent)  postmaster  to  the 
house;  which  was  agreed  to,  nem  con. 

Mr.  McKennan  offered  a resolution  that  the  house 
would  on  Monday  next,  at  2 o’clock,  proceed  to  the 
election  of  a doorkeeper,  in  the  place  of  Overton  Carr, 
deceased.  Mr.  Cambreleng  objecting,  the  question 
was  put,  and  the  resolution  agreed  to:  ayes  92,  noes  34. 

Mr.  Gray,  of  New  York,  moved  to  amend  it  by  sub- 
stituting this  day,  at  2 o'clock;  but  it  was  negatived: 
ayes  69,  noes  73.  Mr.  Sherrod  Williams  then  moved 
to  suspend  the  election  of  a doorkeeper  until  the  first 
Monday  ofDcember  next.  On  this  motion,  Mr.  Cam- 
breleng demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  or- 
dered. A brief  debate  now  ensued,  after  which,  the 
question  was  put  on  Mr.  Williams’  motion,  and  decided 
in  the  negative:  yeas  74,  nays  91.  Mr.  Sherrod  Wil- 
liams now  offered  to  amend  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Mc- 
Kennan for  an  election,  by  adding  a clause  declaring 
that,  after  the  election  ot  a door-keeper,  the  office  of 
assistant  doorkeeper  be  dispensed  with. 

Tiie  amendment  was  rejected  without  debate. 

Mr.  Russell,  of  New  York,  moved  to  amend  the  re- 
solution by  striking  out  “Monday  next  at  2 o’clock,’’ 
and  inseriing  “forthwith;’’  which  was  agreed  to:  ayes 
97.  The  resolution,  as  thus  amended,  was  agreed  to. 

Candidates,  twenty  in  number,  were  then  put  in 
nomination,  by  different  members. 

Mr.  Sherrod  Williams  proposed  that  it  be  agreed,  be- 
fore going  into  the  election,  that,  after  each  unsuccess- 
ful ballot,  (if  such  should  be,)  the  candidate  having  the 
smallest  number  of  votes  he  dropped,  and  so  on  until 
an  election  should  be  made. 

But  the  Chair  decided  that  this  amounted  to  an  altera- 
tion of  the  rule  of  the  house,  touching  the  election  of  its 
officers,  and  therefore  would  require  a vote  of  two-thirds. 

The  proposition  was  negatived. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a doorkeeper. 

After  the  6;h  ballot,  Mr.  Jos.  Follansbee  having  re- 
ceived 91  out  of  177  votes,  was  declared  to  be  duly 
elected.  Mr.  Follansbee  appeared  accordingly,  and 
was  qualified. 

Civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill. 

This  bill  came  from  the  senate  slightly  amended. 

The  amendment  was  concurred  in  by  the  house.  [So 
the  bill  now  only  wants  the  signature  of  the  president 
of  the  United  States  to  become  a law.] 

The  pension  bill  came  front  the  senate  with  an 
amendment,  which  was  concurred  in. 

Several  bills  from  the  senate  (chiefly  private)  were 
read  for  tne  first  time,  and  were  appropriately  referred. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lcgare, 

Resolved , That  the  committee  on  revolutionary  claims 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  granting 
to  Mrs.  Brown,  daughter  of  sergeant  Jasper,  tne  com- 
mutation pay  of  a subaltern  officer,  or  such  other  com- 
pensation as  she  may  be,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee, 
entitled  to  under  the  laws  and  the  practice  of  congress. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  a message  from 
the  president  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  a re- 
port from  the  secretary  of  state,  with  accompanying 
papers,  in  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  house  of  the 
21st  ult.  requesting  information  respecting  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  steamboat  Caroline. 

Also,  a communication  from  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  in  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  21st  ult.  in 
relation  to  lands  sold  under  the  pre-emption  laws,  and 
associations  formed  by  intruders  on  the  public  lands. 

After  which,  the  house  adjourned. 
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0C?“We  are  happy  to  have  it  in  our  power  to 
state,  that  Mr.  Poinsett,  whose  illness  we  mention- 
ed in  our  last,  is  entirely  out  of  danger,  and  will 
soon  beable  to  attend  to  the  duties  of  his  office. 

8t5“Mr.  Jenifer,  of  Maryland,  who  was  confined 
on  his  estate,  by  severe  indisposition,  has  returned 
to  his  duties  in  the  house  of  representatives. 

Off*Mr.  Hunter,  of  Ohio,  has  also  so  far  recovered 
from  his  indisposition,  as  to  be  able  to  attend  in  the 
house. 

Connecticut.  Mr.  Ellsworth,  the  whig  candi- 
dste  for  governor,  has  been  elected  by  a majority, 
estimated  at  nearly  6000  votes.  The  senate  will  be 
comprised  of  20  whigs  and  one  friend  of  the  ad- 
ministration. The  whig  majority  in  the  legislature 
is  very  large. 

Maine.  Edward  Robinson  ( W ) has  been  elected 
a member  of  congress  from  the  Lincoln  district,  to 
supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of  Mr. 
Cilley.  Mr  McCrate  was  the  opposing  candidate. 
We  have  not  yet  seen  an  official  account  of  the 
election,  but  Mr.  Robinson’s  majority  is  said  to  be 
166  over  all  the  candidates. 

New  York  City.  The  election  for  mayor,  al- 
dermen, council,  fee . took  place  on  Tuesday  last 
and  terminated  on  Thursday  evening  The  contest 
was  ardent  and  rallied  the  entire  strength  of  both 
parties.  We  have  no  returns,  but  we  learn  that  on 
the  first  day  19,209  votes  were  taken,  on  the  second 

11.789,  making  for  the  two  days  30,989  votes.  In 
the  great  contest  of  1S34,  the  votes  given  on  the 
corresponding  two  days  amounted  to  29,289. 

Banks,  Currency,  &c.  The  bank  convention 
assembled  in  New  York  on  Wednesday  last,  pursu- 
ant to  adjournment.  The  following  notices  from 
the  New  York  papers  of  that  day,  contain  all  the 
information  we  have  yet  seen  on  the  subject  of  its 
deliberations  : 

This  important  convention  met  to-day  at  12 
o’clock  at  the  City  Hall,  according  to  adjournment. 

They  sit  with  closed  doors,  consequently  we 
can  glean  but  little  concerning  their  proceedings. 
We  can  state,  however,  that  a very  considerable 
number  of  delegates  are  in  attendance,  say  from 
130  to  150.  The  hon.  Samuel  Hubbard  of  Boston, 
the  same  gentleman  who  occupied  the  chair  at  the 
former  meeting,  presiding  on  the  present  occasion. 
None  but  preliminary  business  has  as  yet  been 
transacted. 

The  annexed  paragraph  is  from  the  New  York 
Express,  of  same  date  : 

The  bank  convention  assembled  this  morning, 
according  to  agreement.  It  did  not  take  long  ?o 
ascertain  that  a decided  majority  of  the  convention 
is  opposed  to  the  present  resumption  of  specie  pay- 
ments, because  successful  resumption,  in  the  pre- 
sent condition  of  things,  is  deemed  impossible. 

The  news  from  Washington  and  Albany,  toge- 
ther with  the  uncertain  position  our  own  banks  are 
about  to  take,  has  thrown  a gloom  over  the  mer- 
cantile community.  Stocks  have  felt  the  shock 
very  sensibly.  The  future  is  all  dark  and  doubtful, 
and  what  sort  of  a plunge  our  currency  is  about  to 
take  nobody  seems  to  know. 

Referring  to  the  convention,  the  New  York 
Commercial  Advertiser  of  Monday  says — 

We  have  no  means  of  knowing  the  present  views 
of  the  convention  or  to  what  results  its  deliberations 
will  come.  Be  the  votes  of  the  convention  what 
they  may  however,  the  banks  of  this  city  and  state 
must  resume.  There  is  no  alternative.  But  for  a 
course  on  their  part  the  wisdom  of  which  we  have 
never  been  able  to  perceive,  they  might  readily  have 
received  farther  indulgence  at  the  hands  of  the 
legislature,  in  the  event  of  such  indulgence  bein"' 
necessary.  But  they  have  themselves  closed  the 
doors  against  an  extension  of  the  suspension  law, 
however  necessary  it  may  be  to  save  what  remains 
of  this  noble  and  suffering  city.  Come  what  will, 
our  banks  must  resume. 

It  was  stated  in  the  “New  York  American”  a 
few  days  ago,  that  governor  Marcy  would  recom- 
mend to  the  legislature,  the  expediency  of  loaning 
ten  millions  of  state  stocks  to  the  banks  to  enable 
them  to  sustain  themselves  in  their  resumption  of 
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specie  payments.  But  the  “Albany  Argus”  inti- 
mates that  the  governor  w ill  not  take  the  lead  in 
this  measure,  though  willing  to  sanction  it,  if  brought 
forward  by  the  party  in  the  majority  in  the  legislature. 

On  Tuesday  last  Mr.  Birdseye  offered  the  follow- 
ing to  the  consideration  of  the  assembly  of  N.  York. 

Whereas  the  banks  of  the  state  of  New  York,  as 
the  fiscal  agents  of  the  United  States,  have  hereto- 
fore received  in  deposite  large  amounts  of  the  fede- 
ral revenues,  all  which  they  have  paid  over  on  de- 
mand, without  loss  or  defalcation — 

And  whereas  those  institutions  are  now  prepar- 
ing to  resume  specie  payments  at  an  early  day, 
and  have  evinced  a commendable  desire  to  place 
the  currency  of  this  state  in  a sound  condition — 
And  whereas  it  is  just  and  proper,  that  these 
banks  should  be  adequately  sustained  in  these  their 
praiseworthy  efforts,  by  the  confidence  of  the  states 
and  general  governments — 

Therefore  resolved,  That  all  the  revenues  of  this 
state  be  continued,  as  heretofore,  to  be  collected  in 
the  notes  of  the  solvent,  specie-paying  banks  of  this 
state, and  deposited  with  those  banks  forsafe  keeping. 

Resolved,  That  our  senators  and  representatives 
in  congress  be  requested  to  urge  the  immediate 
passage  of  a law',  or  the  adoption  of  a resolution, 
directing  all  the  officers  of  the  general  government 
within  this  state  to  receive  the  notes  of  the  specie- 
paying banks  thereof,  in  payment  of  all  debts  due 
and  to  become  due  to  the  United  States,  and  to 
disburse  the  same  in  payments  to  be  made  by  the 
federal  government  w'ithin  this  state. 

We  find  the  following  in  the  “New  York’Ameri- 
can”  of  Tuesday  last,  which  has  been  before  the 
banks  of  New  York  for  more  than  a month. 

Washington,  18//t  March,  1838. 
Dear  Sir — In  reply  to  yours  of  the  16th  instant. 
1 hasten  to  remove  any  erroneous  inferences  from 
the  rumor  mentioned.  The  settled  policy  of  the 
department,  and  one  which  it  makes  known  to  all 
inquiries  is,  to  promote  the  resumption  of  specie 
payments  by  the  banks,  so  far  as  its  limited  power 
may  permit. 

Consequently  it  has  not,  and  will  not  hereafter 
purchase  specie  beyond  what  may  be  needed  for 
immediate  disbursement,  and  in  that  way  will  neither 
hoard  it  nor  compete  with  others  for  its  possession. 

All  we  receive  in  any  w'ay,  will  immediately  be 
paid  out  again  to  defray  the  appropriations. 

I make  these  statements  explicitly  and  promptly, 
and  have  forwarded  similar  ones  to  Boston,  in  order 
that  no  injurious  apprehension  need  be  entertained 
as  to  the  financial  operations  of  the  government. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

Levi  Woodbury. 

Sales  at  the  New  York  stock  exchange,  Jlpril  11. 
207  shares  U.  S.  bank  111  1-2 

50  do  do  do  100  days,  111  1-2 

Specie — 1-2  a 1 per  cent,  premium. 

Treasury  notes — Sales  of  $5000  at  1-4,  and  $4000 
at  1-8  per  cent  discount. 

Sales  of  stock  at  Philadelphia,  Jlpril  11. 

$1600  draft  of  New  York,  104  1-2 

$1000  do  do  104  1-2 

50  shares  U.  S.  Bank,  117  1-4 

From  the  Army.  St.  .Augustine,  Jlpril  6. — 
Recent  arrivals  from  Jupiter  river,  inform  us  that 
the  500  Indians  encamped  there,  “awaiting  the  de- 
cision of  the  president,”  have  been  captured,  by 
order  of  gen.  Jesup.  A part  of  them  have  been  sent 
to  Key  Biscay ne,  (Cape  Florida) — the  remainder 
have  gone  over  land  to  Tampa  Bay.  They  are  in 
all,  520  in  number,  men,  women,  and  children; 
among  them  150  to  200  warriors. 

A more  recent  arrival  brings  information  that 
colonel  Bankhead,  with  his  command,  after  travers- 
ing some  “-terrible”  swamps  came  up  with  a body 
of  Indians,  number  not  known,  but  suppposed  to 
be  Sam  Jones’  gang,  to  whom  a flag  was  sent;  but 
the  Indians  fired  upon  the  flag.  An  attempt  was 
then  made  to  surround  the  Indians  but  without  suc- 
cess— they  escaped. 

An  express  arrived  here  a fewT  days  since  from 
Micanopy,  by  which  we  learn  that  two  men  have 
been  killed  and  scalped  in  that  vicinity.  The  name 
of  one,  we  understand  was  Hogans — we  have  not 
learned  the  name  of  the  other. 

It  is  reported  that  Nelson’s  brigade  have  gone  home 


From  the  Tallahassee  “ Floridian ,”  March  31. 

During  the  week  our  town  has  been  filled  with 
troops,  col.  Snodgrass’  command  of  Alabamians 
passed  through,  on  their  way  home,  having  been 
discharged.  YVe  learn  that  out  of  1200  men,  the 
whole  command  have  lost  during  four  months  but 
three  by  sickness.  Part  of  the  force  has  been  chiefly 
stationed  at  posts  and  garrisons,  and  the  residue  near 
the  main  army  in  the  lower  part  of  the  peninsula. 

On  Thursday  last  about  1000  of  gen.  Nelson’s 
brigade  passed  through  on  their  route  to  Columbus, 
where  they  are  to  be  discharged.  We  have  the 
highest  respect  for  those  troops.  Hardy  woods- 
men. inured  to  danger  and  commanded  by  brave 
and  intelligent  officers,  to  whom  they  are  attached 
and  have  lull  confidence  in,  w?e  have  seen  no  sol- 
diers during  the  war  on  whose  services  we  should 
place  higher  value.  The  duty  assigned  them  in 
the  protection  of  the  frontier  has  been  faithfully 
performed.  They  have  been  actively  engaged  in 
scouring  the  country  from  Suwannee  to  Tampa 
Bay.  No  lives  have  been  lost,  though  on  the  dif- 
ferent skirmishes  several  have  been  badly  wound- 
ed. The  brave  col.  Foster  was  severely  shot 
through  the  breast  while  charging  upon  an  Indian, 
but  we  are  glad  to  learn  will  probably  soon  recover 
from  its  elfects. 

GENERAL  ORDERS— No.  7. 

Head- quarters  of  the  army,  ) 
Adjutant  general’s  office,  ) 
Washington,  Jlpril  10,  1838. 

I.  Major-general  Jesup  having  reported  that  the 
operations  in  Florida  will  have  terminated  by  the 
1st  of  May,  and  that  a portion  of  the  troops  w ill  be 
disposable,  the  following  arrangements  will  be  car- 
ried into  effect  as  soon  thereafter  as  practicable. 

II.  The  1st  and  6th  regiments  of  infantry,  the  six 
companies  of  the  second  infantry  and  lour  com- 
panies of  the  second  dragoons,  will  constitute  the 
regular  force  to  remain  in  Florida,  with  as  many 
companies  of  the  volunteers  or  militia  of  the  terri- 
tory as  the  officer  remaining  in  command  may  deem 
necessary.  The  three  companies  of  the  6th  infant- 
ry, now  in  Louisiana,  will  forthwith  join  the  head 
quarters  of  the  regiment  at  Tampa  Bay. 

III.  The  four  regiments  of  artillery,  the  4th  regi- 
ment of  infantry,  six  companies  of  the  2d  dragoons, 
and  the  detachment  of  marines,  will  repairlo  the 
Cherokee  country  by  the  most  convenient  and  ex- 
peditious routes  from  the  several  points  at  which 
they  may  be  found  on  the  receipt  of  this  order. 
The  troops,  as  far  as  practicable,  will  move  by  regi- 
ments, and  be  accompanied  by  all  the  officers  be- 
longing to  each.  Should  any  of  the  companies  or- 
dered to  the  Cherokee  country,  occupy  stations  in 
Florida  from  which  they  should  not  be  immediately 
withdrawn,  they  w ill  continue  in  position  until  they 
can  be  relieved  by  the  troops  designated  to  remain 
in  the  territory  ; after  which  they  will  follow  their 
regiments  without  delay,  it  being  important  to  con- 
centrate the  companies  of  each  regiment. 

IV.  Two  surgeons,  and  as  many  assistants  as  the 
service  may  require,  will  be  retained  in  Florida,  to 
be  selected  from  those  whose  who  have  served  the 
shortest  period  in  the  territory.  All  other  officers 
of  the  medical  staff  will  proceed  with  the  troops  or- 
dered to  the  Cherokee  country. 

V.  Major  general  Jesup  will  take  all  the  neces- 
sary measures  for  the  prompt  execution  of  this  or- 
der, and  will  then  turn  over  the  command  of  the 
troops  in  Florida  to  brevet  brigadier  general  Z. 
Taylor,  colonel  of  the  1st  infantry;  and  on  being  re- 
lieved, he  will  repair  to  the  seat  of  government,  and 
resume  the  duties  of  quartermaster  general. 

VI.  The  officers  at  the  heads  of  the  several 
branches  of  the  staff  will  make  the  necessary  ar- 
rangements for  moving  and  supplying  the  troops 
on  tlieir  routes  to  their  destination,  and  for  the  ser- 
vice in  which  they  are  to  be  employed. 

VII.  Major-general  Scott  is  assigned  to  the  im- 
mediate command  of  the  troops  ordered  to  the  Che- 
rokee country,  and  the  direction  of  affairs  in  that 
quarter.  The  commanders  of  regiments  and  de- 
tachments wi 111  report  to  his  head  quarters,  at 
Athens,  in  Tennessee,  or  wherever  else  they  may 
be  established  at  the  time. 

By  order  of  Alexander  Macomb, 

Major-general  commanding-in-chief 

^ R.  JONES, 

Adjutant  general. 
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MR.  BIDDLE’S  LETTER. 

TO  THE  HON.  JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS,  WASHINGTON 

My  dear  sir:  I propose  to  say  a few  words  on 
the  question  whether  the  banks  should  resume 
specie  payments  in  May  next.  I do  this  because 
my  position  seems  to  justify,  if  not  require  it.  For 
nineteen  years  I have  been  connected  with  the  in- 
stitution which  caused  the  last  resumption,  and  du- 
ring all  that  period  my  efforts  have  been  directed  to 
secure  to  the  country  the  benefits  of  a sound  cur- 
rency, and  to  banish  from  circulation  every  thing 
but  the  precious  metals  and  notes  always  convertible 
into  them.  I think  no  other  currency  is  safe  or 
tolerable;  and  that  we  should  now  return  to  it  at  the 
first  moment  it  can  be  done  permanently.  For  this 
purpose  the  institution  to  which  I belong  has  made 
great  efforts.  Since  the  suspension  in  May  last  it 
lias  bought  and  added  to  its  vaults  nearly  three  mil- 
lions of  dollars  in  gold  and  silver;  and  now  with  a 
capital  of  thirty-five  millions,  its  notes  in  circulation 
are  3ix  millions,  while  its  specie,  after  paying  more 
than  half  a million  to  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  amounts  to  nearly  four  millions,  and  it  has 
eight  or  ten  millions  of  funds  in  Europe.  Our  prin- 
ciples, therefore,  incline  us  to  an  early  resumption; 
our  preparations  would  justify  it — and  if  we  were 
at  all  influenced  by  the  poor  ambition  of  doing  what 
others  cannot  do  so  readily,  or  the  still  poorer  desire 
of  profiting  by  the  disasters  of  others,  the  occasion 
would  certainly  be  tempting.  But  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  makes  common  cause  with  the  other 
banks,  and  the  character  and  prosperity  of  the 
country  are  identified  with  its  banking  system. 
They  must  stand  or  fall  together;  and  it  is  of  vital 
importance  that  the  banks  should  act  wisely  and  act 
harmoniously,  and  above  all,  that  they  should  not 
suffer  themselves  to  be  driven,  by  the  dread  of  be- 
ing thought  weak,  into  rash  and  hazardous  enter- 
prises. 

The  great  prerogative  of  strength  is  not  to  be 
afraid  of  doing  right;  and  it  belongs  to  those  who 
have  no  fear  that  prudent  counsels  will  be  mistaken 
for  timidity,  to  examine  calmly  whether  the  general 
interest  of  the  country  recommend  the  voluntary 
resumption  of  specie  payments  in  May  next.  I say 
the  voluntary  resumption,  because  there  is  notnow', 
nor  has  there  ever  been,  any  legal  suspension  ot 
specie  payments  as  there  was  for  more  than  tw  enty 
years  in  England.  The  suspension  is  wholly  con- 
ventional between  the  banks  and  the  community, 
arising  from  their  mutual  conviction  that  it  is  for 
their  mutual  benefit.  In  truth,  the  banks  are  but 
the  mere  agents  of  that  community.  They  have  no 
funds  not  already  lent  out  to  the  people,  of  whose 
property  and  industry  they  are  the  representatives. 
They  are  only  other  names  for  the  farms,  the  com- 
merce, the  factories,  and  the  internal  improvements 
of  the  country — and  the  inquiry  whether  the  banks 
are  ready  to  resume  is  only  another  form  of  asking 
whether  the  people  are  ready  to  pay  their  debts  to 
the  banks. 

The  true  question  then,  after  all,  is,  whether  the 
time  has  arrived  when  the  banks  should  announce 
that  the  causes  of  the  suspension,  which  then  satis- 
fied the  community,  have  ceased  to  exist,  and  that 
the  suspension  itself,  with  all  its  necessary  attend- 
ants of  restriction,  need  no  longer  be  continued. 
To  that  inquiry  I now  proceed.  And — 

I.  What  were  the  causes  of  the  suspension?  They 

were  the  specie  circular,  which  forbade  the  receipt 
of  any  thing  but  gold  or  silver  at  the  land  offices— 
the  mismanagement  of  the  deposites,  which  scat- 
tered them  to  the  frontiers — the  clamor  raised  by 
the  executive  against  banks  notes,  which  alarmed 
the  people  for  their  safety,  and  caused  a run  upon 
the  banks  for  specie.  Now  has  any  one  of  these 
causes  ceased?  On  the  contrary,  have  they  not  ac- 
quired ten  fold  force?  The  specie  circular  is  not 
repealed.  On  the  contrary,  it  has  been  extended, 
for  bamr  notes  are  prescribed,  not  merely  from  the 
land  offices,  but  from  all  payments  of  every  descrip- 
tion to  the  government.  ‘The  distribution  of  the 
surplus  is  oyer,  because  there  is  no  longer  any  sur- 
plus to  distribute;  but  the  great  disbursements  on 
the  southern  and  western  frontiers  operate  as  injuri- 
ously by  requiring  the  transfer  of  so  much  revenue 
from  the  points  were  it  is  collected.  Lastly,  and 
mainly,  the  alarm  about  bank  notes  propagated  by 
t le  government,  has  been  deeply  spread  throughout 

e corn,  ry,  till  what  was  at  first  a passing  outcry, 
T thfnl!*  61  ln|°  a"  implacable  hos'ility.  No  man, 
nftihoTT^unidcI'^t  for  a moraerit  that  the  executive 
efi!ffnYnl  ed  iStateS  S-eeks  to  maintain  his  power  by 
and  that  tl°pu  nr?as*10ns  a?ainst  the  credit  system; 
emldnvll  f In.fluence  of  the  government  is 

,•  LJ,  ,°,  ’t4use  into  the  minds  of  the  people 
distrust  and  hatred  of  all  banks. 

or  this  purpose,  the  most  insane  ravines  are  ad- 

tanTfdfw  thLc»Pjdity  of  the  jgnftrant,  who  are 
taught  that  gold  and  silver  are  the^^tme  riches, 


and  above  all,  that  these  shrew'd  metals  would  enable 
us  to  outwit  the  paper  dulness  of  England.  “Sir,” 
said  lately  one  of  these  politicians  in  the  senate  of 
the  United  States,  “sir,  a man  loses  all  by  any  cir- 
cumstance that  but  for  that  circumstance  he  would 
have  made.  Although  England  is  a paper  country, 
yet  if  we  were  exclusively  a metallic  country  we  should 
make  more  out  of  our  intercourse  with  her.  And  why 
should  we,  because  she  chooses  to  malm  herself  by 
her  paper  system,  follow  her  example.”  The  go- 
vernment, it  may  be  said,  is  comparatively  harmless, 
because  its  expenditures  exceed  its  income.  Its 
regular  income,  no  doubt — but  while  it  can  pledge 
the  public  credit  for  treasury  notes  at  a high  rate  of 
interest  by  which  every  man’s  property  is  mortgaged, 
and  buy  specie  with  them,  there  can  never  be 
wanting  the  means  of  oppressing  the  banks.  There 
is  therefore  no  one  circumstance  which  occasioned 
the  suspension,  sufficiently  removed  to  justify  a 
change,  and  the  most  prominent  cause  remains  with 
increased  intensity.  Accoidingly — 

II.  The  credit  system  of  the  United  States  and 
the  exclusively  metallic  system  are  now  fairly  in  the 
field,  face  to  face  with  each  other.  One  or  the  other 
must  fall.  There  can  be  no  other  issue.  It  is  not 
a question  of  correcting  errors  or  reforming  abuses, 
but  of  absolute  destruction;  not  which  shall  conquer 
but  which  shall  survive.  The  present  struggle  too 
must  be  final.  If  the  banks  resume  and  are  able, 
by  sacrificing  the  community,  to  continue  lor  a lew 
months,  it  will  be  exclusively  employed  at  the  next 
elections  to  show  that  the  schemes  of  the  executive 
are  not  as  destructive  as  they  will  prove  hereafter. 
But  if  they  resume  and  again  are  compelled  to  sus- 
pend, the  executive  will  rejoice  at  this  new  triumph, 
and  they  will  fall  in  the  midst  of  a universal  outcry 
againt  their  weakness.  This  is  perfectly  understood, 
and  accordingly  all  the  influence  of  the  execulive 
is  directed  to  drive  the  banks,  by  popular  outrage 
and  clamor,  into  a premature  resumption — not  a 
business  resumption,  general  and  permanent,  but  a 
political  and  forced  resumption,  which  may  place 
them  at -the  mercy  of  those  in  power.  They  who 
have  special  charge  of  these  interests  must  then  be- 
ware of  being  decoyed  from  their  present  position. 

They  are  now  safe  and  strong,  and  they  should 
not  venture  beyond  their  entrenchments  while  the 
enemy  is  in  the  plain  before  them.  If  they  resume, 
one  of  two  things  will  happen — their  notes  will  not 
be  received  by  the  government  or  they  will  be  re- 
ceived. If  they  are  not  received,  the  government, 
to  the  extent  of  the  revenue,  will  force  the  holders 
of  the  notes  to  draw  specie  from  the  banks  to  be 
deposited  with  collectors  of  the  revenue.  For  the 
difference  between  the  revenue  and  the  expenses, 
the  government  will  issue  treasury  notes  to  be  sold 
for  bank  notes,  and  converted  into  specie,  and  as 
the  disbursements  are  made  at  points  on  the  fron- 
tiers, remote  from  the  places  of  collection,  it  will 
not  return  to  the  banks  issuing  it  except  circuit- 
ously. But  if  the  notes  are  received,  they  will  not, 
as  formerly,  be  deposited  in  banks  and  drawn  out 
again  so  as  to  enter  into  the  circulation,  leaving  the 
public  creditor  his  choice  of  specie  or  notes,  but 
they  will  be  left  in  special  deposite  with  the  re- 
ceivers. When  warrants  are  drawn  on  these  re- 
ceivers they  will  call  on  the  banks  for  specie  to  pay 
the  favored  public  creditor,  selecting,  of  course,  the 
bank  on  whom  they  will  draw  according  to  its  ser- 
vility or  opposition  to  the  executive,  and  thus  pla- 
cing them  all  under  his  control.  Now' under  such 
circumstances,  is  it  wise  for  the  banks  to  disarm 
themselves  in  the  presence  of  the  enemy? 

III.  The  disorders  of  the  currency  lie  too  deep 
for  superficial  remedies,  and  these  palliatives  irri- 
tate without  curing.  Congress,  and  congress  alone, 
can  apply  adequate  relief.  What  Mr.  Madison  said 
to  congress  in  1816,  is  even  more  true  in  1838. 

For  the  interest  of  the  community  at  large,”  said 
he,  “ as  well  as  for  the  purposes  of  the  treasury,  it 
is  essential  that  the  nation  should  possess  a currency 
of  equal  value,  credit  and  use  wherever  it  may  cir- 
culate. The  constitution  has  entrusted  congress 
exclusively  with  the  power  of  creating  and  regula- 
ting the  currency  of  that  description.”  The  only 
reform  in  the  currency  which  that  body  has  yet 
made,  is  the  issue  of  ten  millions  of  irredeema- 
ble paper  money,  and  a proposal  for  ten  millions 
more.  Is  it  worth  while  then,  so  long  as  congress 
fails  to  exercise  its  legitimate  powers,  to  waste  the 
strength  of  the  country  in  efforts  to  accomplish 
what  we  all  know  to  be  impracticable?  To  resume 
now  without  some  clear  understanding  with  the 
government,  seems  to  be  throwing  away  the  benefits 
of  experience,  and  the  lessons  of  misfortune.  We 
have  gone  through  all  the  mortification  and  all  the 
inconvenience  of  suspension.  Let  us  endeavor  to 
profit  by  them;  to  fix  the  future  on  some  solid  basis 
— have  some  guarantee  of  the  stability  of  the  cur- 
rency, and  not  set  every  thing  afloat  again  without 
knowing  where  we  may  be  drifted.  For — 


IV.  Compare  the  situation  of  the  banks  at  the 
last  resumption  and  now.  After  a suspenson  lor 
nearly  three  years,  congress  applied  all  its  pow  er  to 
induce,  to  persuade,  and  to  assist  the  banks  in  their 
efforts  to  resume.  They  passed  the  resolution  of 
1816,  authorizing  the  receipt  of  the  notts  of  specie 
paying  banks.  But  this  alone  was  insufficient;  and 
at  the  same  time,  they  established  Ihe  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  with  a capital  of  thirty-five  millions. 
That  bank  called  a convention  of  stale  banks,  and 
agreed  that  if  they  would  resume  specie  payments, 
it  would 

1.  Assume  all  their  debts  to  the  government  of 
the  United  States. 

2.  Discount  to  those  who  had  payments  to  make 
to  the  government,  the  whole  amount  of  their  bonds; 
and  in  addition 

3 Discount  to  those  not  indebted  to  the  govern- 
raenf  two  millions  in  New  York,  two  millions  in 
Philadelphia,  one  and  a half  million  in  Baltimore, 
and  a half  million  in  Richmond — and 

5.  Would  sustain  the  resuming  banks  in  case  the 
resumption  brought  them  into  difficulty. 

The  bank,  at  the  same  time,  imported,  at  an  ex- 
pense of  more  than  half  a million,  the  sum  of  seven 
millions  of  specie,  and  two  months  after  the  re- 
sumption its  discounts  reached  twenty  millions. 
Compare  w ith  this  statement  our  condition  now. 

Then  the  government  agreed  to  receive  for  all 
dues  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States — 
now  all  bank  notes  are  refused  and  discredited. 
Then  the  government  endeavored  to  sustain  the 
banks — now'  it  is  striving  to  destroy  them.  Then  it 
established  a new  and  vigorous  bank  capital — now 
it  refuses  to  create  a new  bank,  and  seeks  to  crip- 
ple those  in  existence.  Then  we  had  two  hundred 
and  sixty  banks — now  we  have  nearly  nine  hundred. 

In  short,  what  reliance  have  the  banks  now  w ith 
the  executive  hostile  to  them?  What  protection 
like  that  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States  have 
they  to  sustain  them?  None  whatever. 

The  only  circumstance  not  wholly  unfavorable  in 
the  comparison,  is  the  low  rate  of  exchange  with 
England.  But  nothing  general  or  permanent  can 
be  inferred  from  this  circumstance,  which  frequent- 
ly occurs,  and  on  the  present  occasion  is  wholly 
accidental  in  New  York,  from  the  unnatural  condi- 
tion into  which  her  measures  of  extreme  rigor  have 
driven  every  thing.  If  under  ordinary  circumstan- 
ces, while  other  things  underwent  no  depression, 
exchange  on  England  should  decline,  it  might  be 
inferred  that  England  ow'es  to  the  United  States 
more  than  we  have  yet  drawn  from  her.  But  it  is 
not  exchange  alone  that  has  fallen.  Exchange  on 
England  has  not  fallen  in  New  York  as  much  as  the 
internal  exc  hanges  or  stocks  or  real  estate,  or  house 
rent  have  fallen.  This  fact  seems  decisive  as  to  the 
cause.  But  can  this  depression  continue?  Cer- 
tainly not.  These  rigorous  measures  are  under- 
stood to  be  only  preliminary' — only  preparations  for 
an  expansion  by  the  banks  of  New  York,  which  is 
to  restore  ease  and  confidence.  Well,  the  moment 
this  ease  and  confidence  return,  all  things  will  rise, 
and  exchange  of  course  among  the  number’.  Be- 
sides, this  unnatural  condition  will  work  its  own 
remedy,  as  all  irregularities  are  cured  by  their  own 
excesses.  To  sell  every  thing  and  to  buy  nothing 
is  impracticable,  and  when  the  English  have  bought 
all  the  produce  we  have  to  spare,  we  must  of  course 
buy  from  them  what  manufactures  they  have  to 
spare.  As  soon  as  the  proceeds  of  our  industry  are 
realized  in  England — wffiile  we  have  gradually  ex- 
hausted our  supply  of  English  goods — our  own 
merchants  will  convert  their  produce  into  a fresh 
supply  to  be  brought  over;  or  if  this  process  be  too 
slow,  the  English  manufacturers  themselves  will 
send  their  own  goods  for  sale.  In  either  case  the 
exchange  will  recover  its  equillibrium,  and  of  course 
will  rise  here,  for  between  two  such  countries  as 
America  and  England,  a permanent  inequality  of 
exchange,  as  a basis  of  the  metallic  currency  of 
either,  is  impossible. 

Y.  Perceiv  ing  nothing  in  the  conduct  of  the  gov- 
ernment to  justify  an  early  resumption,  let  us  see 
if  there  be  any  thing  in  the  state  of  the  country 
which  recommends  it.  Now  what  is  the  condition 
of  our  affairs?  The  suspension  found  us  with  a 
heavy  debt  to  the  banks — not  less  probably  than  five 
huridted  millions — W'ith  large  balances  from  the 
southern  and  western  states  to  the  Atlantic  cities, 
and  with  a very  considerable  debt  to  Europe.  All 
parties  were  willing  to  pay;  almost  all  were  able 
to  pay  ; but  great  forbearance  and  great  indulgence 
were  necessary  from  the  creditor,  and  above  all, 
after  such  a convulsion,  the  great  restorer  was 
time;  time  to  settle  ; time  to  adjust  accounts^;  time 
to  send  the  debtors’ crops  to  market;  time  to  dis- 
pose of  his  property  with  the  least  sacrifice;  time 
to  bring  out  his  resources  to  pay  his  debts.  In  all 
the  large  movements  of  human  affairs,  as  in  the 
operations  of  nature,  the  great  law'  is  gentleness — 
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violence  is  the  last  resource  of  weakness.  The  dis- 
ease ot  the  country  was  an  overstrained  and  dis- 
tempered energy.  The  remedy  was  repose.  The 
question  of  the  currency,  though  important,  was 
only  secondary.  The  first  concern  was  to  pay  our 
debts,  and  especially  not  to  depreciate  the  value  of 
our  means  of  paying  them. 

Accordingly  it  seemed  to  me  that  after  the  sus- 
pension, the  tine  course  of  this  country  was  to  be- 
gin a gentle  and  gradual  diminution  of  loans,  suffi- 
cient lo  prevent  the  hazards  of  expansion  while  the 
restraint  of  specie  payments  was  removed,  and  to 
prepare  for  the  resumption,  but  with  no  rash  com- 
petition as  to  the  amount  which  the  several  banks 
could  curtail — to  make  no  violent  changes  in  the 
standard  of  value,  and  give  time  for  a settlement 
with  foreigners,  and  among  ourselves,  on  the  same 
or  nearly  the  same  basis  upon  wh.ch  these  mutual 
engagements  were  contracted — letting  the  crops  go 
to  their  destined  markets  without  depreciating  their 
price.  After  this,  the  resumption  with  the  aid  of 
congress,  would  have  been  easy  and  spontaneous. 
It  was  in  this  spirit  that  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  has  not  diminished  ten  per  cent,  of  its  loans 
— while  it  added  about  three  millions  to  its  specie — 
and  will  have  given  the  necessary  facilities  for  ship- 
ping the  crops  of  the  south  and  west  to  the  amount 
of  probably'  fifteen  or  twenty  millions  of  dollars; 
placing  its  own  confidential  agent  in  England  to 
protect  the  great  commercial  and  pecuniary  inter- 
ests of  the  country.  This  seemed  to  be  its  proper 
function. 

It  was  thus  that  it  hoped  to  discharge  its  duty  to 
the  whole  union.  It  was  thus,  too,  it  could  show 
its  fidelity  to  Pennsylvania,  by  aiding  its  public  im- 
provements— by  keeping  its  business  and  its  people 
in  comparative  ease,  and  by  not  suffering  the  pros- 
perity ol  its  commercial  capital  to  be  prostrated — 
objects  these,  far  more  important  than  whether 
specie  payments  be  resumed  a few  months  sooner 
or  later. 

The  injurious  effects  of  a contrary  course  are 
seen  in  all  the  relations  of  business.  Take  for  in- 
stance the  debts  to  banks  and  to  individuals.  The 
debts  were  mainly  contracted  when  the  currency 
was  abundant.  They  must  now  be  paid  in  a very 
altered  state  ol  the  currency — and  it  is  necessary  to 
proceed  with  extreme  caution  when  the  relation  of 
the  debtor  to  his  creditor  is  changed  by  events 
which  neither  could  control,  because  if  this  change 
be  not  made  very  gradually  so  as  to  bring  at  the 
same  time  all  the  other  relations  of  life  to  the  same 
standard,  you  inflict  injustice  or  perhaps  ruin  on 
the  debtor.  It  was  thus  that  England  continued 
her  suspension  for  twenty-five  years,  and  by  act  of 
parliament  gave  several  years  notice  of  the  progres- 
sive resumption,  in  order  that  all  the  business  of  the 
country  should  adjust  itself  to  the  approaching 
change.  01  the  eifect  of  any  sudden  movement, 
we  have  before  us  a striking  instance. 

It  appears  by  the  published  statements  of  the 
banks  ol  the  city  of  New  York,  that  since  the  sus- 
pension to  March  1,  1838,  they  have  reduced  their 
loans  and  discounts  from  forty-six  millions  to  thirty 
millions,  and  their  circulation  from  nine  millions  to 
two  millions — an  aggregate  diminution  from  forty- 
five  millions  to  thirty-three  millions.  If  this,  or  any 
thing  near  this,  be  the  reduction,  what  is  the  con- 
sequence? A man  who  contracted  a debt  to  the 
banks  in  New  York,  before  the  suspension,  finds  his 
ability  to  provide  means  for  the  payment  of  that 
debt  reduced  one  third  or  nearly  one  half! — that  is  to 
say,  the  dollar  he  now  pays  is  equivalent  to  one  and 
a halt  or  almost  two  dollars  when  he  borrowed  it, 
besides  the  interest.  Such  a process  of  reduction 
would  have  been  wholly  intolerable,  if  the  citizens 
had  not  escaped  from  it  and  sought  alleviation  by 
loans  elsewhere.  But  if  the  other  cities  had  fol- 
lowed the  example  of  New  York  and  made  similar 
reductions,  the  whole  country  would  have  sunk  un- 
der it  or  revolted  against  it. 

These  inequalities  between  members  of  the  same 
community  become  more  striking  when  applied  to 
engagements  between  distant  parts  of  the  union. 
The  Atlantic  cities  for  instance,  were  creditors  of 
the  southern  and  western  states  for  goods  sold  to 
them,  to  be  paid  for  either  in  those  states,  or  in  the 
Atlantic  cities — their  currencies  being  so  nearly  the 
same  that  the  exchange  would  not  cost  as  much  as 
the  mere  transportation  of  the  specie.  When  the 
day  of  payment  arrives,  the  creditor  city  suddenly 
makes  an  artificial  scarcity  of  ils  own  currency — 
renders  the  only  money  it  will  receive  in  payment 
almost  inaccesible  to  its  debtor — reducing  at  the 
same  time  the  rates  of  exchange,  and  the  prices  of 
every  thing.  This  rigor  instantly  recoils  on  the 
creditor.  II  payment  is  made  in  the  southern  and 
western  states,  the  Atlantic  merchant  loses  the 
whole  depreciation  in  the  exchange.  If  payment  is 
to  ba  made  in  the  Atlsntic  cities,  and  the  debtor 
sends  produce  to  pay  his  debt,  the  scarcity  of  mo- 


ney obliges  him  to  sacrifice  it — if  he  sends  the  bank 
notes  of  his  country  they  sink  to  seventy-five  per 
cent,  in  value — and  he  loses  the  difference.  If  he 
brings  the  stocks  of  his  state,  the  scarcity  of  money 
renders  their  negotiation  impossible.  Once  dis- 
appointed in  this  way,  he  sends  no  more  produce — 
no  more  bank  notes — and  the  creditors  in  turn  suf- 
fer more  than  the  difference  by  the  delay. 

So  in  respect  to  foreigners.  We  owe  a large  debt 
to  France  and  England.  Why  should  we  destroy 
the  value  of  our  only  means  of  paying  it  ? We  can 
pay  it  only  in  cash , or  produce , or  stocks.  As  to 
cash — this  debt  was  contracted  in  an  abundant  cur- 
rency. By  this  artificial  scarcity  of  money  we  are 
obliged  to  pay  it  in  a currency  more  valuable  by 
one  half  or  one  third.  Even  at  that  rate  we  can 
neither  borrow  the  money  nor  raise  it  by  sales  ex- 
cept by  ruinous  sacrifice.  We  then  may  pay  it  in 
produce  or  in  stocks,  but  the  same  scarcity  sinks  the 
value  of  both.  A debt  contracted  when  cotton  was 
at  twenty  cents,  we  have  to  pay  when  cotton  is  ten 
cents  a pound.  If  we  propose  to  pay  in  stocks, 
these  too  have  sunk  perhaps  twenty-five  per  cent, 
on  their  price  last  year.  Our  resources  then  are 
diminished  in  value  while  our  debt  is  increasing  by 
interest.  The  consequence  is  the  foreign  debt  is 
postponed.  This  operates  injuriously  to  both  par- 
ties— to  the  domestic  debtor  by  reducing  his  means 
of  payment — to  the  foreign  creditor  by  the  delay 
and  the  hazard  of  his  debt.  It  is  true  if  he  could 
now  receive  his  money  he  would  remit  it  home  at  a 
low  rate. 

But  then  the  same  scarcity  which  lowers  the  rate 
of  remittance,  prevents  his  receiving  any  thing  to 
remit — and  so  far  from  being  interested  in  the  early 
resumption,  it  injures  him  essentially,  because  the 
forced  preparation  for  it  by  crushing  the  resources 
of  his  debtors  renders  them  alike  unable  and  un- 
willing to  pay.  What  the  foreign  creditor  wants  is 
payment — payment  of  the  debt,  not  in  a better  cur- 
rency, but  in  an  equal  currency,  or  if  necessary,  in 
an  inferior  currency,  because  lie  can  better  support 
a high  rate  of  remittance  than  a reduced  or  post- 
poned payment. 

There  prevails  a notion  that  the  credit  of  the 
country  abroad  will  be  injured  by  not  resuming. 
Not  in  the  least.  Every  body  connected  with 
America  knew  the  reasons  of  suspending,  and  en- 
tirely approved  of  it  as  the  only  measure  that  could 
have  saved  the  country.  What  Europeans  want 
now  is  that  we  should  pay  our  debt.  That  is  our 
first  duty,  and  if  they  see,  as  they  cannot  fail  to  see, 
that  these  preinatnre  efforts  to  resume  specie  pay- 
ments prevent  the  collection  of  what  is  due  to  them, 
they  will  perceive,  that  in  endeavoring  to  secure  an 
object  wholly  domestic,  they  have  been  sacrificed. 

In  respect  to  the  dividends  and  the  stock,  paya- 
ble abroad,  many  of  them  are  payable  in  pounds 
sterling,  or  guilders,  or  francs,  so  that  we  place  the 
money  there  at  our  own  cost — and  as  to  dividends 
payable  here,  they  have  almost  universally  been  re- 
mitted in  the  equivalents  to  specie.  What  the  gen- 
eral merchants  of  France  or  England  desire,  is  that 
we  should  take  their  merchandize — that  we  should 
trade  with  them.  The  state  of  our  currency  is  a 
very  subordinate  concern.  You  deal  with  them 
and  pay  them  in  their  own  currency.  They  know 
little  and  care  less  about  the  sort  of  currency  in 
which  you  deal  with  the  south  and  west.  Besides, 
who  are  to  reproach  us  with  the  depreciation  of  our 
notes.  The  English?  But  the  Bank  of  England 
suspended  specie  payments  for  twenty-five  years — 
nearly  all  which  time  every  American  bank  paid 
specie — and  men  in  England  were  forced  by  law  to 
take  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  England  when  they 
were  at  thirty  per  cent,  discount — whereas  no  man 
is  obliged  here  to  take  any  note  of  any  bank — and  at 
this  moment  a paper  dollar  in  Philadelphia  or  New 
York,  will  buy  a silver  dollar  delivered  in  London. 
The  question  then  of  the  resumption  is  one  exclu- 
sively domestic — one  which,  however  important  at 
home,  does  not  effect  the  credit  of  the  country 
abroad. 

VI.  We  come  now  to  the  question  whether  if  an 
early  resumption  be  practicable,  the  month  of  May 
is  a fit  time.  My  impression  is  that  the  month  of 
May  is  a very  unfit  time.  The  resumption,  to  be 
useful,  must  be  general,  and  no  arrangement  can  be 
satisfactory  which  does  not  include  the  southern 
and  southwestern  states.  These  I do  notthiuk  are 
yet  ready  to  resume.  They  are  straining  every 
nerve  to  pay  their  debts.  Their  crops  are  going 
forward  to  provide  funds  in  Europe  and  at  the  north 
— the  banks  are  laboring  to  meet  their  notes  at  the 
north — the  legislatures  are  pledging  their  credit  to 
raise  funds  in  order  that  their  people  may  pay  their 
debts.  Why  should  we  repulse  them?  All  they 
want  is  time.  They  have  not  yet  had  the  benefit  of 
a single  crop,  and  they  may  require  another;  and 
instead  of  discrediting  them,  or  diminishing  the  va- 
lue of  their  produce,  or  curtailing  their  facilities  in 


sending  their  crops  to  market,  it  is  better  to  help 
them  and  wait  till  they  are  more  advanced  in  their 
preparations.  The  employment  of  credit,  either  of 
banks  or  of  individuals,  most  useful  to  the  country 
at  this  moment,  is  to  forward  its  produce  to  Europe. 
Instead  of  this  the  banks  are  reducing  these  facili- 
ties and  calling  upon  their  debtors  for  payment. 
This  3eems  very  unseasonable.  It  is  stopping  the 
locomotives  as  they  are  carrying  the  crop  to  mar- 
ket. 

The  month  of  May  too  is  not  the  right  time  of  the 
year.  For  example,  it  requires  on  an  average  about 
fifty  days  to  take  cotton  from  New  Orleans  to  Liv- 
erpool. Supposing  it  immediately  sold,  the  usage 
is  at  the  end  of  ten  days  to  give  a banker’s  accept- 
ance, payable  in  two  months,  so  that  by  the  mouth 
of  May  there  would  not  be  actually  realised  more 
than  the  cotton  which  left  New  Orleans  before  Jan- 
uary; when  not  more  than  one  fourth  or  one  fifth  of 
the  whole  crop  had  been  shipped.  Much,  of  course, 
is  drawn  for  when  shipped,  but  I speak  now  of  the 
actual  obtaining  possession  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
crop  ; and  at  all  events  not  one  half  of  the  crop  will 
have  reached  Europe  by  the  month  of  May.  The 
spring  is,  moreover,  the  season  when  the  credits 
given  for  the  shipments  of  southern  and  western 
produce,  are  maturing  at  the  north;  and  the  crop 
irom  which  reimbursements  are  to  come,  remains 
unsold  in  Europe.  The  spring  too,  is  the  time  when 
the  western  business  has  brought  from  the  interior 
the  notes  of  the  Atlantic  banks,  when  the  circula- 
tion presses  more  upon  them  than  at  any  other  pe- 
riod, and  when  specie  is  wanted  for  the  trade  to 
China  and  India,  making  that  time  particularly  un- 
propitious  for  the  resumption. 

VII.  It  remains  now  to  inquire  how  far  these 
general  views  of  the  expediency  of  a resumption  in 
May  should  be  changed  by  the  determination  of  the 
banks  of  the  city  of  New  York  to  resume  at  that 
period. 

For  the  gentlemen  of  New  York  who  announced 
that  decision,  1 have  great  personal  respect,  and  un- 
der ordinary  circumstances  would  willingly  yield 
my  own  convictions  to  their  better  opportunities 
and  understanding.  But  the  natural  influence  of 
their  judgment  is  weakened  by  the  knowledge  of 
the  fact,  that  the  banks  of  New  York  would  not 
have  had  the  least  idea  of  a resumption  in  May — 
but  because  the  immunity  allowed  by  the  legisla- 
ture will  then  expire  and  they  fear  that  it  will  not 
be  renewed. 

This  was  distinctly  avowed  at  the  bank  conven- 
tion, and  the  deputation  who  visited  Philadelphia 
repeated  it  again  and  again.  Now  this  may  be  a 
very  good  reason  for  the  banks  of  New  York  to  re- 
sume— but  certainly  no  reason  whatever  for  the 
banks  of  Pennsylvania  to  do  the  same.  The  states 
of  Pennsylvania,  of  Virginia,  of  Kentucky,  have  le- 
gislatures as  well  as  New  York  has,  and  they  have 
refused  to  direct  their  banks  to  resume  in  May  next. 
Why  should  they  obey  the  legislature  of  New  York 
and  not  their  own  legislatures?  The  position  of 
New  York  is  on  all  hands  regretted.  But  how  is  it 
to  be  remedied?  A single  legislature  out  of  twenty- 
six  legislatures  had  passed  a law  forfeiting  the  char- 
ters of  banks,  if  they  were  unable  to  redeem  their 
notes  in  specie. 

A public  calamity  overtakes  the  country  and  the 
declining  to  pay  specie,  so  far  from  being  criminal, 
became  an  act  of  public  safety — so  adopted  by  all 
the  banks,  and  so  confirmed  by  this  very  legislature. 
The  provision  originally  designed  to  guard  against 
fraud,  may  thus  become  the  punishment  of  honesty 
and  ability.  The  legislative  body  which  protected 
banks  for  years  is  now  in  session,  and  in  twenty- 
four  hours  can  extend  the  indemnity  till  a more  ap- 
propriate season  for  resuming.  I presume  no  diffi- 
culty will  occur  in  this.  Why  should  there  be?  I3 
it  possible  that  such  a body  can  see  with  indiffer- 
ence the  distress  which  a perseverance  in  this 
course  must  inevitably  create,  or  permit  the  pride 
of  opinion  or  any  mere  political  or  party  considera- 
tion to  prevent  them  interposing  to  protect  their  no- 
ble but  suffering  city?  If  they  decline  how  can  we 
of  Pennsylvania  interfere? 

Why  should  w'e  voluntarily  place  ourselves  in  the 
same  situation  into  which  New  York  has  been 
forced?  By  doing  so  we  share  only  a common  dis- 
aster— instead  of  husbanding  our  resources  against 
the  period  when  our  interposition  may  be  really 
useful.  In  the  mean  while,  the  most  effectual  ser- 
vice which  we  can  render  is  to  speak  in  a tone  of 
frank  sincerity.  She  may  perhaps  bear  it  from  one 
than  whom  she  ha3  never  had  a more  true  and  con- 
stant friend — who,  although  an  entire  stranger,  has 
for  a long  series  of  years,  done  every  thing  in  his 
power  to  advance  her  prosperity,  and  never  saw  her 
in  any  misfortune  which  he  did  not  anxiously  strive 
to  mitigate.  But  I wish  to  serve  her,  not  to  flatter 
her.  I believe  then  thatat  this  moment  New  York 
is  in  an  entirely  false  position.  She  is  obliged  by 
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the  existing  law  to  do  what  she  feels  to  be  wrong. 
Her  natural  course  is  to  appeal  to  her  representa- 
tives to  rectify  their  mistake,  and  not  to  thrust  out 
their  own  state  banks  to  be  crushed  by  the  execu- 
tive. 

Instead  of  doing  this,  she  perseveres  from  a mis- 
taken, though  honorable  pride,  in  not  asking  relief 
where  relief  is  attainable,  but  is  preparing  for  the 
event  by  saciificing  her  own  interests  and  inflicting 
distress  on  the  community.  The  apparent  superi- 
ority in  the  exchanges  which  this  produces,  is 
wholly  fallacious  as  well  as  injurious.  The  state 
ot  the  exchanges  in  New  York  proves  noti.ing  wha  - 
ever,  except  the  scarcity  of  money  in  New  York. 
The  exchanges  are  even  less  depreciated  than  ma- 
ny other  things.  The  bank  notes  of  the  southern 
states  are  at  a great  depreciation.  But  store  rent 
and" real  estate  in  the  very  spot  where  these  notes 
are  sacrificed,  are  much  more  depreciated  than  the 
notes  themselves.  So  too  in  New  York,  the  notes 
of  Philadelphia  are  at  a discount,  yet  at  this  moment 
New  York  has  to  pay  to  Philadelphia,  little  less 
than  ten  millions  of  dollars,  for  actual  debts  to  Phil- 
a lelphia  and  to  foreigners  represented  by  Philadel- 
phia. 

It  is  not,  therefore,  the  abundance,  but  the  want 
of  means — it  is  not  strength  but  weakness  which 
causes  this  difference.  By  the  same  process  bread 
and  meat  may  be  reduced  in  price  for  the  want  of 
purchasers.  You  make  an  artificial  scarcity  of 
money,  and  then  boast  how  much  the  little  that  re- 
mains will  buy — but  your  superiority  is  punished 
by  the  debtor,  who  does  not  settle  with  a creditor 
so  much  above  him.  And  what  is  the  benefit  of 
all  this?  The  other  states  are  not  obliged  to  sub- 
mit to  this  local  legislation,  and  the  suffering  of 
New  York  is  not  certainly  fitted  to  make  them 
adopt  it  voluntarily.  It  is  better,  therefore,  for 
them  to  state  with  perfect  frankness  that  they  do 
not  mean  to  unite  with  herin  this  forced  resumption 
— to  say  this  decidedly  and  finally,  so  that  she  may 
apply  the  only  remedy — an  extension  of  her  law. 
The  whole  subject  would  then  be  open  for  future 
adjustment  upon  principles  of  safety,  alike  to  the 
banks  and  to  the  community. 

On  the  whole,  the  course  which  in  my  judgment 
the  banks  ought  to  pursue,  is  simply  this: 

The  banks  should  remain  exactly  as  they  are — 
prepared  to  resume,  but  not  yet  resuming. 

They  should  begin,  as  the  Bank  of  England  did, 
under  similar  circumstances,  by  paying  the  small 
notes,  so  as  to  restore  coin  to  all  the  minor  chan- 
nels of  circulation — but  not  make  any  general  re- 
sumption until  they  ascertain  what  course  the  gov- 
ernment will  pursue,  employing,  in  the  meantime, 
their  whole  power  to  forward  the  crops  to  market. 
The  American  banks  should  do  in  short  what  the 
American  army  did  at  New  Orleans,  stand  fast  be- 
hind their  cotton  bales  until  the  enemy  has  left  the 
country. 

These  are  my  opinions  very  deliberately  formed, 
and  very  frankly  expressed.  They  are  thus  set 
forth,  not  to  influence  the  course  of  others,  but  to 
explain  my  own. 

With  great  respect  and  esteem,  yours, 

N.  BIDDLE. 

Philadelphia,  April  5,  1838. 


From  the  New  York  Times. 

MR.  TALLMADGE’S  LETTER. 

We  take  great  pleasure  in  placing  before  our  read- 
ers, in  a conspicuous  manner,  the  very  interesting 
and  able  letter  from  the  hon.  N.  P.  Taliinadge  to  re- 
corder Riker.  Mr.  Riker  applied  to  Mr.  Tallmadge, 
when  the  bearing  of  the  sub-treasury  bill,  as  passed 
by  the  senate,  was  a matter  of  conjecture  in  this 
community,  for  information  on  this  subject,  so  preg- 
nant with  momentous  consequences  to  this  commer- 
cial city.  The  letter  has  been  hastily  drawn  up  by 
Mr.  Tallmadge  in  reply;  and  the  subject  to  which  it 
relates  being  one  of  immense  public  interest,  and  up- 
on which  the  views  of  every  patriotic  citizen  and 
laithful  republican  ought  to  be  freely  expressed,  Mr. 
Riker  has  consented  to  its  publication. 

Washington,  March  28,  1838. 

Hon.  Richard  Hiker— Dear  Sir:  You  ask  my 
opinion  of  the  sub-treasury  bill  as  it  passed  the  sen- 
ate. I will  give  it  as  briefly  as  possible. 

Before  the  bill  was  engrossed,  the  23d  section, 
originally  introduced  by  Mr.  Calhoun,  and  common- 
ly called  the  specie  clause,  was  stricken  out.  Mr. 
Tipton  then  moved  to  insert  a section  in  its  place, 
requiring  the  notes  of  specie  paying  banks  to  be  re- 
ceived in  payment  of  the  public  revenues,  under 
such  restrictions  and  regulations  as  congress  should 
provide,  which  was  rejected.  A section  was  then 
adopted,  pn  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  taking  from  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  the  power  of  discriminating 
a3  to  the  kind  of  funds  to  be  received  in  the  different 


branches  of  the  public  revenue.  In  this  shape  the  , 
bill  passed  the  senate. 

Now,  as  to  its  practical  operation  : By  its  provi- 
sions the  government  is  thrown  back  upon  the  joint 
resolution  of  1816,  under  which  the  executive  claims 
the  right  to  prescribe  the  kind  of  funds  to  be  receiv- 
ed, whether  specie  or  the  notes  of  specie  paying 
banks.  Under  his  construction  of  this  joint  resolu- 
tion, the  late  president  issued  the  specie  circular,  by 
which  he  required  specie  in  the  payment  of  pub- 
lic lands,  whilst  the  notes  of  specie-paying  banks, 
under  certain  restrictions,  were  received  for  customs. 
Mr.  Webster’s  amendment  takes  away  this  right  of 
discrimination.  The  president  must,  therefore,  either 
require  specie  or  the  notes  of  specie  paying  banks,  in 
all  the  different  branches  ol  the  public  revenue,  and 
cannot  receive  one  kind  of  funds  in  one  branch,  and 
a different  kind  in  another. ' We  must,  of  course,  re- 
scind the  specie  circular  which  relates  to  the  public 
lauds,  or  he  must  extend  it  to  the  customs. 

Which  will  he  do  ? Some  have  supposed  he  would 
authorize  the  receipt  of  the  notes  of  specie  paying 
banks,  and  disburse  them  in  the  public  service  ; this, 
under  certain  restrictions,  might  be  done,  and  might, 
perhaps,  be  made  to  operate  beneficially  upon  the 
different  interests  to  be  affected  by  it.  Probably  this 
was  the  expectation  of  some  of  those  who  voted  to 
strike  out  Mr.  Calhoun's  specie  clause,  for  although 
Mr.  Tipton’s  amendment  was  rejected,  still  it  was 
avowed  in  debate  that  it  was  opposed  on  the  ground 
that  it  implied  a distrust  in  the  president  as  to  the 
proper  performance  of  his  duty. 

The  ques  ion  then  recurs,  which  of  the  two  de- 
scriptions of  funds  will  he  oirect  to  be  received  ? I 
should  think  he  would  hardly  direct  the  public  dues 
to  be  paid  in  specie,  after  the  expression  of  the  sen- 
ate against  it  by  striking  out  the  specie  clause  ; he 
must,  then,  direct  the  receipt  of  notes  of  specie  pay- 
ing banks,  under  such  regulations  and  restriclions  as 
may  be  prescribed.  As  to  what  those  will  be,  we 
are  left  to  infer  from  the  facts  belore  us.  The  pre- 
sident, in  his  message  at  the  extra  session  said  : “ If 
at  short  and  fixed  periods,  they  (bank  notes)  w-ere 
converted  into  specie,  to  be  kept  by  the  officers  of  the 
treasury,  some  of  the  most  serious  obstacles  to  their 
reception  would,  perhaps,  be  removed.  To  retain 
the  notes  in  the  treasury  wrnuld  be  to  renew,  under 
another  form,  the  loans  of  public  money  to  the  banksr 
and  the  evils  consequent  thereon.” 

I took  the  ground,  at  the  extra  session,  that  if  the 
bank  notes  were  to  be  converted  into  specie,  as 
above  suggested  by  the  president,  it  was  immaterial 
to  me  whether  specie  or  the  notes  of  specie  paying 
banks  were  to  be  received  : the  practical  effect 
would  be  the  same  in  both  cases. 

Mr.  Wright,  in  his  speech  at  the  extra  session, 
said  : “ Eor  himself,  he  agreed  with  the  view  of  this 
matter  which  he  understood  his  honorable  colleague 
to  take,  that  in  case  tl  e dcposites  were  confined  to 
the  safe  keeping  of  the  officers  of  the  government, 
it  was  a question  of  much  less  interest  to  the  banks 
than  seemed  to  be  generally  supposed.  If  the  banks 
were  not  made  the  depositories,  it  could  not  be 
supposed  their  notes,  if  made  receivable,  would  be 
retained  for  any  length  of  time  in  safe-keeping.  It 
would  be  a necessary  result  of  this  mode  of  keep- 
ing the  public  funds,  that  all  bank  notes  received, 
must  be  presented  at  short  intervals  for  payment ; and 
he  could  not  see  that  it  would  be  any  very  valuable 
favor  to  the  banks,  as  a permanent  system,  to  re- 
ceive their  notes  merely  for  the  purpose  of  immedi- 
ate presentment  andpayment.'’  At  the  presentsession, 
Mr.  Wright  said  : “if  the  notes  of  the  banks  con- 
tinue to  be  received  in  payment  of  the  public  dues, 
and  the  depositaries  are  directed,  as  in  that  case 
they  unquestionably  would  be,  to  call  frequently 
and  at  short  intervals  for  the  balances  against  the 
banks,  and  to  demand  specie  for  those  balances,  this 
must  operate  as  a powerful  check  upon  all  the  banks 
in  the  vicinity  of  those  depositaries  where  the  col- 
lections are  large.” 

From  the  above  quotations,  and  from  the  sources 
from  which  they  come,  I trust  there  can  no  longer 
be  any  doubt  on  the  public  mind  as  to  the  manner 
in  which  the  sub-treasury  bill,  if  it  shall  become  a 
law  in  its  present  shape,  will  be  carried  into  effect; 
and  I leave  itto  the  judgment  of  every  rational  man  to 
say  whether  the  receipt  of  the  notes  of  specie  pay- 
ing banks,  under  such  regulations,  and  under  the 
discretionary  power  claimed  by  the  executive,  is 
not  far  worse  than  the  positive  and  absolute  receipt 
of  gold  and  silver  only  ? In  the  latter  case,  the  banks 
would  only  suffer  in  consequence  of  their  specie 
being  drawn  from  them,  and  deposited  in  these  sub- 
treasury vaults,  by  which  they  would  be  disabled 
to  extend  those  accommodations  to  which  the  mer- 
cantile community  is  entitled.  In  the  former,  it 
would  subject  them  to  the  same  inconvenience  by 
the  presentment  of  their  notes  for  specie,  and  put  it 
in  the  power  of  the  executive  to  pulldown  or  build 
up  any  bank  he  pleased,  from  the  manner  in  which 


he  could  accumulate  its  bills,  if  it  continued  to  d° 
business,  and  suddenly  present  them  for  specie- 
The  same  remark  is  also  applicable  to  Mr.  Calhoun’s 
proposition,  (whilst  bank  notes  are  received,)  by 
which  one-sixth  was  to  be  received  in  specie  the 
first  year,  two-sixths  the  second  year,  and  so  on  till 
the  whole  receipts  of  the  public  revenue  should  be 
in  gold  and  silver.  Who  can  fail  to  see  that,  under 
such  a system,  every  bank  throughout  the  country 
may  be  destroyed,  and  all  those  evils,  which  have 
been  so  fully  depicted  during  the  discussion  of  this 
question,  inflicted  on  the  community.  It  is  in  fact 
establishing  a gold  and  silver  currency  for  officers 
and  contractors  of  government,  and  leaving  the  peo- 
ple at  the  mercy  ol  the  executive  or  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury.  The  banks  cannot  resume  specie 
payments,  if  they  continue  to  do  business  under 
such  a system.  Nay,  they  cannot  live  but  by  exe- 
cutive clemency. 

The  great  evil  consists  in  the  adoption  of  the  sub- 
treasury system  in  any  form.  That  done,  all  others 
must  follow.  There  is  no  way  in  which  the  objec- 
tions to  its  adoption  can  be  overcome.  It  is  not 
capable  of  being  made  by  any  amendments  either 
useful  or  harmless.  I hope  the  country  will  not  be 
deceived  by  the  present  lorm  of  the  bill.  It  was 
right  to  strike  out  the  specie  clause,  if  we  could,  be- 
cause that  w-as  giving  a blow  which  destroyed  that 
little  congruity  it  had,  and  left  it  in  a shape  in  w liich 
it  was  hoped  none  would  seriously  think  of  pass- 
ing it. 

It  contains  powers  which  led  directly  to  an  un- 
mitigated despotism  of  opinion.  You  have  not  fail- 
ed to  see,  in  reference  to  the  progress  of  this  mea- 
sure, the  dangerous  extent  of  executive  influence. 
You  can  scarcely  imagine  the  evils  which  may  fol- 
low the  exercise  of  the  additional  powers  proposed 
to  be  conferred  by  this  bill  on  that  department  of 
the  government.  Away,  then,  with  the  whole  sys- 
tem— away  with  these  vaults  and  safes,  these  bars 
and  bolts.  Let  the  government  deposite  its  funds 
in  sound  institutions,  and  let  there  be  received  the 
notes  ol  such  banks  as  the  deposite  banks  will  agree 
to  credit  to  the  government  as  cash.  Let  the  gov- 
ernment then  make  its  drafts  on  those  depositories, 
and  let  the  holders  draw  such  currency  as  they  de- 
sire. 

I am  utterly  astonished  at  the  manner  in  which 
this  measure  is  attempted  to  be  forced  upon  con- 
gress and  the  people.  If  the  collection  of  the  reve- 
nue in  gold  and  silver  be  so  essential  for  the  gene- 
ral government,  why  is  it  not  equally  so  for  every 
state  government?  The  same  argument  would  ap- 
ply in  the  one  case  as  in  the  other.  What  would  be 
said  to  such  a proposition  in  the  state  of  New  York  ? 
1 believe  it  was  entertained  at  Tammany  Hall. 
But  what  would  the  people  of  the  state  say?  What 
would  the  legislature  say  ? It  could  scarcely  com- 
mand a voice  or  a vote  with  the  one  or  the  other. 
Who  is  there  that  would  require  our  canal  tolls,  our 
auction  and  salt  duties,  and  our  taxes,  to  be  collect- 
ed in  specie?  Such  a law,  if  it  were  passed,  could 
not  be  enforced.  The  same  remark  is  applicable  to 
every  state  in  the  union.  And,  I say,  w hat  is  good 
enough  for  the  states,  and  the  people  of  the  states, 
is  good  enough  for  the  general  government.  I hope, 
then,  the  community  will  not  be  deceived  as  to  the 
character  of  this  bill.  It  does  not  contain  a single 
mitigating  feature.  I trust  it  will  be  resisted,  or 
any  thing  like  it,  in  all  the  stages  of  its  progress, 
until  the  executive  be  compelled  to  abandon  his 
scheming,  and  return  to  a system  based  on  sound 
principles  and  sanctioned  by  experience. 

There  is  no  occasion  to  despond.  The  spirit  here 
is  good.  We  are  in  earnest,  arid  our  resolution  is 
fixed  and  firm.  Let  but  the  people  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  see  this  matter  in  its  true  light,  and  an 
end  will  be  put,  ere  long,  to  these  pernicious  and 
dangerous  projects. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

N.  P.  TALLMADGE. 


STATE  OF  THE  TREASURY. 

LETTER  FROM  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREA- 
SURY, 

Transmitting  the  information  required  by  a resolution 
of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  24 th  instant, 
*ifl  relation  to  the  amount  of  treasury  notes  issued; 
the  amount  of  the  same  which  has  been  received  in 
payment  of  the  public  dues  up  to  this  time;  also  the 
amount  of  moneys  received  on  account  of  the  cus- 
toms, &$c. 

Treasury  Department,  March  28,  1838. 
Sir:  This  report  is  submitted  in  compliance  with 
the  following  resolution,  passed  by  the  house  of 
representatives  on  the  24th  instant: 

“ Resolved , That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  report 
to  this  house,  at  as  early  a day  as  may  be  found  practi- 
cable, the  amount  of  treasury  notes  issued  under  the 
authority  of  tire  act  of  the  last  session  of  congress,  and 
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the  a.nj.idt  of  the  same  which  has  been  received  in 
payment  of  tne  public  dues  up  to  this  time;  also  the 
amount  of  moneys  received  on  account  of  the  customs, 
and  the  public  lands,  during  the  last  quarter  of  the  year 
1337,  and  during  the  first  quarter  of  tne  present  year,  so 
far  as  the  quarterly  returns,  or  other  information  in  pos- 
session of  die  department,  may  show;  also,  what 
amount  of  moneys  of  every  description,  available  for 
the  public  service,  is  now  in  the  treasury,  or  in  the 
hanus  of  receivers,  liable  to  draft,  and  at  what  points 
deposited.” 

1.  In  reply  to  the  first  inquiry,  I would  state; 
that  ‘-the  amount  of  treasury  notes  issued  under 
the  authority  of  the  act  of  the  last  session  of  con- 
gress” was,  on  the  24th  instant,  $7, 116,633  75. 

2.  The  amount  of  the  same  which  “had  been  re- 
ceived in  payment  of  the  public  dues,  up  to”  that 
time,  was,  so  far  as  then  ascertained  by  actual  re- 
turns, $3,  241,000. 

Undoubtedly  some  two  or  three  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  more  had  then  been  received  by  the 
collecting  officers,  but  time  enough  had  not  elapsed 
for  the  returns  of  them  to  reach  the  department. 

3.  In  answer  to  the  third  inquiry,  I would  ob- 
serve, that  “the  amount  of  moneys  received  on  ac- 
count of  the  customs  and  the  public  lands  during 
the  last  quarter  of  the  year  1837,”  was  $3,016,- 
816  77.  Of  this,  $2,115,958  78  was  from  customs, 
and  $3 01,  S57  99  from  lands. 

But,  for  reasons  explained  in  the  last  report  on 
the  finances  from  this  department,  and  in  a subse 
queut  part  of  this  report,  the  amount  above  stated 
as  received  from  customs  is  the  aggregate!,  without 
making  all  the  usual  deductions  for  debentures, 
bounties  and  other  expenses,  which  it  is  customary 
to  pay  out  of  the  current  revenue  before  it  is  car- 
ried into  the  treasury. 

4.  The  fourth  inquiry  relates  to  the  amount  of 
money  received  from  customs  and  lands  “during 
the  first  quarter  of  the  present  year,  so  far  a3  the 
quarterly  returns,  or  other  information  in  posses- 
sion of  the  department,  may  show.” 

That  quarter  not  being  completed,  all  the  returns 
for  it  have,  of  course,  not  yet  been  received.  But 
from  the  monthly  returns,  which  had  been  received 
on  the  23d  instant,  the  receipts  by  the  collecting 
officers  since  the  first  of  January  had  been,  from 
customs  and  lands,  about  $2,945,260;  of  this,  about 
$2,560,600  was  from  customs,  and  $384,860  from 
lands. 

It  is  computed  that,  when  all  the  returns  for  the 
quarter  are  made,  the  customs  will  appear  to  be 
about  $3,000,00'),  and  the  lands  about  $500,000. 

It  should  be  noticed,  in  relation  to  these  receipts, 
as  well  as  those  in  the  last  quarter  of  1S37,  that 
most  of  them  from  customs  have  been  in  tile  trea- 
sury notes  and  drafts  on  banks  returned  through  the 
custom-houses.  As  none  of  these  can,  by  the 
existing  laws,  be  re-issued  to  defray  even  the  cost  of 
collection,  and  as  very  little  money  has  been  paid 
for  customs  during  that  period,  it  has  followed  that 
a considerable  part  of  the  custom-house  expenses 
in  the  United  States,  since  last  October,  including 
debentures,  fishing  bounties,  and  current  charges, 
has,  by  an  act  of  congress  then  passed,  been  oblig- 
ed to  be  advanced  from  the  treasury.  These  ad- 
vances have  amounted  in  all  to  $666,663;  conse- 
quently, the  receipts  from  customs,  during  that  pe- 
riod, appear  so  much  larger  than  they  otherwise 
would,  it  being  customary  to  deduct  the  payments 
for  those  objects  from  the  current  receipts  before 
they  are  carried  into  the  treasury. 

5.  The  last  inquiry  is,  “what  amount  of  moneys, 
of  every  description,  available  for  the  public  ser- 
vice,” is  “now  in  the  treasury',  or  in  the  hands  of 
receivers,  liable  to  draft,  and  at  what  points  depo- 
sited.” 

In  reply  to  this,  1 would  observe,  that  the  whole 
amount  of  money  so  available  is,  nominally, 
$2,299,544  03.  But,  deducting  $592,212  of  it, 
which  belongs  to  certain  trust  funds,  and  $400,000 
of  what  is  deposited  in  the  mint,  (which,  as  ex- 
plained in  the  last  annual  report,  cannot,  without 
great  public  inconvenience,  be  withdrawn,)  and 
the  balance,  available  and  applicable  togeneral  pur- 
poses, is  only  $1,307,332  03. 

These  “moneys  of  every'  description,”  consisted, 

Firstly,  of  the  sums  liable  to  draft  in  the  present 
deposite  banks,  being  $126,693  70. 

The  amounts  in  each,  and  “the  points”  where 
the  money  in  them  is  “deposited,”  will  appear  in 
the  schedule  annexed. 

Secondly.  Another  portion  of  them  is  money  in 
such  of  the  former  deposite  banlt3,  on  general  de- 
posite, as  it  is  expected  will  be  paid  satisfactorily 
when  drawn  for,  in  a gradual  manner,  amounting 
to  $516,697  17. 

For  details  as  to  each,  with  the  “points  where 
deposited,”  see  the  tabular  statement. 

Thirdly.  Another  portion  is  money  in  special  de- 
posite by  the  treasurer  in  certain  banks,  amounting 
to  $104,184  89. 


For  particulars,  reference  may  be  had  to  the  do- 
cument. 

Fourthly.  Another  part  is  the  money  placed  in 
the  mint  and  its  branches,  under  provisions  in  two 
acts  of  congress — one  to  procure  metal  for 
coining,  and  one  to  make  speedy  payment  to  de- 
positors. 

Of  the  aggregate  coin  in  the  mint,  being  $.90S,- 
780  02,  it  is  computed  thatthe  treasurer,  in  an  exi- 
gency could  draw  out  for  the  public  service,  with- 
out great  inconvenience  or  delay,  about  $508,- 
780  02. 

Fifthly.  The  remaining  sums  amount  to  $670,- 
004  51,  and  are  those  which  have  never  been  de- 
posited or  paid  into  the  treasury,  and  are  in  the 
hands  of  collectors  and  receivers.  But,  deducting 
what  belongs  to  the  Chickasaws  at  Pontotoc,  they 
are  public  money,  liable  to  be  drawn  in  case  of  ne- 
cessity, equalling  $643,188  25. 

A schedule,  giving  the  amount  and  situation  of 
each,  is  annexed. 

Respectfully. 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Hon.  James  K.  Polk, 

Speaker  of  the  hQy.se  of  repres'e'hlalivss. 

MR.  WE B STf;7?S  15 eOo nTT  SPEECH  ; 

ON  ThE  ■TREASURY  BILL. 

Delivered  in  ilU-'Senjtte  of  the  United  Stales,  March 
'•*  12,  1833.  _ ,,,  - . 

>»  (Concluded.],,  , , “ ’ • •" 

ThefoonStitution  confers  rintua,  sir;  the  exclusive 
power  of  coinage.  This  must  nave  been  done  lot 
the  purpose  of  enabling  congress  to  establish  one 
uniform  basis  for  the  whole  money  system.  Con- 
gress, therefore,  and  congress  alone,  has  power 
over  the  foundation,  the  ground-work,  of  the  cur- 
rency; and  it  would  be  strange  and  anomalous,  hav- 
ing this,  it  it  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  structure, 
the  edifice,  to  be  raised  on  this  foundation!  Con- 
vertible paper  was  already  in  circulation  when  the 
constitution  was  framed,  and  must  have  been  ex- 
pected to  continue  and  increase.  But  the  circula- 
tion of  paper  tends  to  displace  coin;  it  may  banish 
it  altogether:  at  this  very  moment  it  has  banished 
it.  If,  therefore,  the  power  over  the  coin  does  not 
enable  congress  to  protect  the  coin,  and  to  restrain 
any  thing  which  would  supersede  it,  and  abolish 
its  use,  the  whole  power  becomes  nugatory.  Jl 
others  may  drive  out  the  coin,  and  fill,  the  country 
with  paper  which  does  not  represent  coin,  of  what 
use,  I beg  to  know,  is  that  exclusive  power  over 
coins  and  coinage  which  is  g.ven  to  congress  by 
the  constitution? 

Gentlemen  on  the  other  side  admit  that  it  is  the 
tendency  of  paper  circulation  to  expel  the  coin;  but 
then  they  say,  that,  for  that  ve  y reason,  they  will 
withdraw  from  all  connexion  with  the  general  cur- 
rency, and  limit  themselves  to  the  single  and  nar- 
row object  of  protecting  the  coin,  and  providing 
for  payments  to  government.  This  seems  to  rne 
to  be  a very  strange  way  of  reasoning,  and  a very 
strange  course  of  political  conduct.  The  coinage- 
power  was  given  to  be  used  for  the  benefit  of  the 
whole  country,  and  not  merely  to  furnish  a medium 
for  the  collection  of  revenue.  The  object  was  to 
secure,  for  the  general  use  of  the  people,  a sound 
and  safe  circulating  medium.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  of  this  intent.  If  any  evil  arises,  threaten- 
ing to  destroy  or  endanger  this  medium  or  this 
currency,  our  duty  is  to  meet  it,  notlo  retreat  from 
it;  to  remedy  it,  not  to  let  it  alone;  w'e  are  to  con- 
trol and  correct  the  mischief,  not  to  submit  to  it. 
Wherever  paper  is  to  circulate,  as  subsidiary  to 
coin,  or  as  performing,  in  a greater  or  less  degree, 
the  function  of  coin,  its  regulation  naturally  be- 
longs to  the  hands  which  hold  the  power  over  the 
coinage.  This  is  an  admitted  maxim  by  all  writers; 
it  has  been  admitted  and  acted  upon,  on  all  neces- 
sary occasions,  by  our  own  government,  through- 
out its  whole  history.  Why  will  we  now  think 
ourselves  wiser  than  all  who  have  gone  before  us? 

This  conviction  of  what  was  the  duty  of  gov- 
ernment led  to  the  establishment  of  the  bank  in  the 
administration  of  General  Washington.  Mr.  Madi- 
son, again,  acted  upon  the  same  conviction  in  1816, 
and  congress  entirely  agreed  with  him.  On  former 
occasions,  I have  referred  the  senate,  more  than 
once,  to  the  clear  and  emphatic  opinions  and  lan- 
guage of  Mr.  Madison,  in  his  messages  in  1815and 
1816,  and  they  ought  to  be  repeated,  again  and 
again,  and  pressed  upon  the  public  attention. 

And  now  let  me  say,  sir,  that  no  man  in  our  his- 
tory has  carried  the  doctrine  farther,  defended  it 
with  more  ability,  or  acted  upon  it  with  more  deci- 
sion and  effect,  than  the  honorable  member  from 
South  Carolina.  His  speech  upon  the  bank  bill, 
on  the  26th  of  February,  1816,  is  strong,  full,  and 
conclusive.  He  has  heretofore  said  that  some  part 


of  what  he  said  on  that  occasion  does  not  appear 
in  the  printed  speech;  but,  whatever  may  have 
been  left  out  by  accident,  that  which  is  in  the 
speech  could  not  have  got  in  by  accident.  Such 
accidents  do  not  happen.  A close,  well-conduct- 
ed, and  conclusive  constitutional  argument,  is  not 
the  result  of  an  accident  or  of  chance;  and  his  ar- 
gument on  that  occasion,  as  it  seems  to  me,  was 
perfectly  conclusive.  He  founds  the  right  of  regu- 
lating the  paper  currency  directly  on  the  coin- 
age power.  “The  only  object,”-  he  says,  “the 
framers  of  the  constitution  could  have  in  view,  in 
giving  to  congress  the  power  to  coin  money,  regu- 
late the  value  thereof,  and  of  foreign  coin,  must 
have  been  to  give  a steadiness  and  fixed  value  to 
the  currency  of  the  United  States.”  The  state  of 
things,  he  insisted,  existing  at  the  time  of  the 
adoption  of  the  constitution,  afforded  an  argument 
i»  support  of  the  construction.  There  then  exist- 
ed, he  said,  a depreciated  paper  currency,  which 
could  only  be  regulated  and  made  uniform  by  giv- 
ing a power,  for  that  purpose  to  the  general  go- 
vernment. 

He  proceeded  to  say  that,  by  a sort  of  under- 
current, the  power  of  congress  to  regulate  the  mo- 
ney of  the  country  had  caved  in,  and  upon  its  ruin 
had  sprung  up  those  institutions  which  now  exer- 
cised  the  right  of  making  money  for  and  in  the 
United  btaigs.  “For  gold  and  silver  (he  insisted) 
are  hot  tne  cinly  money;  but  whatever  is  the  me- 
dium of  p U '.chase  and  sale;  in  which  bank  paper 
alone  was  ixny  employed,  and  had  theiefbre,  be- 
come the  money  of  the  country.”  “The  right  of 
making  money,”  he  added  “an  attribute  of  sover- 
eign power,  a sacred  and  important  right,  was  exer- 
cised by  two  hundred  and  sixty  banks,  scattered 
over  every  part  of  the  United  States.” 

Certainly,  sir,  nothing  can  be  clearer  than  this 
language ; and,  acting  vigorously  upon  princi- 
ples thus  plainly  laid  down,  he  conducted  the 
bank  bill,  through  the  house  of  representatives. 
On  that  occasion,  he  was  the  champion  of  the 
power  of  congress  over  the  currency,  and  others 
were  willing  to  follow  his  lead. 

But  the  bank  bill  was  not  all.  The  honorable 
gentleman  went  much  farther.  The  bank,  it  was 
hoped  and  expected,  would  furnish  a good  paper 
currency  to  the  extent  of  its  own  issues;  but  there 
was  a vast  quantity  of  bad  paper  in  circulation, 
and  it  was  possible  that  the  mere  influence  of  the 
bank,  and  the  refusal  to  receive  this  bad  money  at 
the  treasury,  might  not,  both,  be  able  to  banish  it 
entirely  from  the  country.  The  honorable  member 
meant  to  make  clean  work.  He  meant  that  neither 
government  nor  people  should  suffer  the  evils  of 
irredeemable  paper.  Therefore,  he  brought  in 
another  bill,  entitled  “A  bill  for  the  more  effectual 
collection  of  the  public  revenue.”  By  the  provi- 
sions of  this  bill,  he  proposed  to  lay  a direct  stamp 
tax  on  the  bills  of  state  banks;  and  all  notes  of  non- 
specie paying  banks  were,  by  this  stamp,  to  be 
branded  with  the  following  words,  in  distinct  and 
legible  characters,  at  length — “not  a specie 
note.”  For  the  tax  laid  on  such  notes,  there  was 
to  be  no  composition,  no  commutation;  but  it  was 
to  be  specifically  collected,  on  every  single  bill 
issued,  until  those  who  issued  such"  bills  should 
announce  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and 
prove  to  his  satisfaction,  that,  after  a day  named  in 
the  bill,  all  their  notes  would  b«  paid  in  specie  on 
demand. 

And  now,  how'  is  it  possible,  sir,  for  the  author  of 
such  a measure  as  this,  to  stand  up  and  declare, 
that  the  power  of  congress  over  the  currency 
is  limited  to  the  mere  regulation  of  the  coin?  So 
much  for  our  authority,  as  it  has  heretofore  been 
admitted  and  acknowledged,  under  the  coinage 
power. 

Now,  sir,  is  the  other  source  of  power,  in  my 
opinion,  at  all  more  questionable. 

Congress  has  the  supreme  regulation  of  com- 
merce. This  gives  it,  necessarily,  a superinten- 
dence over -all  the  interests,  agencies,  and  instru- 
ments of  commerce.  The  words  are  general,  and 
they  confer  the  whole  power.  When  the  end  is 
given,  all  the  usual  means  are  given.  Money  is 
the  chief  instrument  or  agent  of  commerce;  there 
can,  indeed,  be  no  commerce  without  it,  which  de- 
serves the  name.  Congress  must,  therefore,  regu- 
late it  as  it  regulates  other  indispensable  commer- 
cial interests.  If  no  means  were  to  be  used  to  this 
end  but  such  as  are  particularly  enumerated,  the 
whole  authority  would  be  nugatory,  because  no 
means  are  particularly  enumerated.  Who  regulate 
ships;  their  tonnage; "their  measurement;  the  ship- 
ping articles;  the  medicine  chest;  and  various  other 
things  belonging  to  them;  and  for  all  this  we  have 
no  authority  but  the  general  power  to  regulate 
commerce;  none  of  these,  or  other  means  or  modes 
of  regulation  are  particularly  and  expressly  pointed 
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ship  a more’  important  instrument  of  i livered  on  that  occasion;  a judge  always  distinguished 
than  money?  We  protect  a policy  of  for  the  great  cure  with  which  he  guarded  state-rights:  I 


But  is  a 

insurance6  bicatiSTn^nYm pmfonf i tfs  foment  of  I mean  Mr.  justice  Johnson.  An"d  when  I have  read  it, 
insurance,  uccai.o  . * , . h sir,  then  say,  if  it  does  not  confirm  every  word  and 

ord i n ary  c o ® ™ ^ c ° 1 ’ f ,° ^r_  ^ P u r*  h syllable  which  I have  uttered  on  this  subject,  either 


with  death  any  master  of  a vessel,  or  others,  who 
shall  commit  a fraud  on  the  parties  to  this  contract 
by  casting  away  a vessel.  For  all  this  we  have  no 
express  authority.  We  infer  it  from  the  general 
power  of  regulating  commerce,  and  we  exercise 
the  power  in  this  case,  because  a policy  of  insur- 
ance is  one  of  the  usual  instruments,  or  means,  of 
commerce.  But  how  inconsiderable  and  unimpor- 
tant is  a policy  of  insurance,  as  the  means  or  an 
instrument  of  commerce,  compared  with  the  whole 
circulating  paper  of  the  country? 

Sir  the  power  is  granted  to  us;  and  granted  with- 
out any  specification  of  means;  and  thereiore  we 
may  lawfully  exercise  all  the  usual  means.  I need 
not  particularize  these  means,  nor  state,  at  present, 
what  they  are,  or  may  be.  One  is,  no  doubt,  a 
proper  regulation  of  receipts  at  the  custom- houses 
and'land  offices.  But  this,  of  itself,  is  not  enough. 
Another  is  a national  bank,  which  I fully  believe, 
would,  even  now,  answer  all  desired  purposes,  and 
reinstate  the  currency  in  ninety  days.  These,  I 
think,  are  the  means  to  be  first  tried;  and  if,  not- 
withstanding these,  irredeemable  paper  should 
overwhelm  us,  others  must  be  resorted  to.  We 
have  no  direct  authority  over  state  banks;  But  we 
have  power  over  the  currencj-,  and  we  must  .pro- 
tect it,  using,  of  course,  always,  soglv, means,  if 
they  be  found  adequate,  as  shall  be  most  gentle  and 
mild.  The  great  measure,  sir,  is, a b§ujk;  because 
a bank  is  not  only  able  to  restrain  file  excessive 
issues  of  state  banks,  but  is  able  also  to  furnish  for 
the  country  a currency  of  universal  credit,  and  of 
uniform  value.  This  is  the  grand  desideratum. 
Until  such  a currency  is  established,  depend  on  it, 
sir,  what  is  necessary  for  the  prosperity  of  the 
country  can  never  be  accomplished. 

On  the  question  of  power,  sir,  we  have  a very  impor- 
tant and  striking  precedent. 

The  members  of  the  senate,  Mr.  President,  will  recol- 
lect the  controversy  between  New  York  and  her  neigh- 
bor states,  fifteen  or  sixteen  years  ago,  upon  the  exclu- 
sive right  of  steam  navigation.  New  Y ork  had  granted 
an  exclusive  right  of  such  navigation  over  her  waters 
to  Mr.  Fulton  and  his  associates;  and  declared  by  law, 
that  no  vessel  propelled  by  steam  should  navigate  the 
North  river  or  the  sound,  without  license  from  these 
grantees,  under  penalty  of  confiscation. 

To  counteract  this  law,  the  legislature  of  New  Jersey 
enacted,  that  if  any  citizen  of  hers  should  be  restrained, 
or  injured,  in  person  or  property  by  any  party  acting 
under  the  law  of  New  York,  such  citizen  should  have 
remedy  in  her  courts,  if  the  offender  could  he  caught 
within  in  her  territory,  and  should  be  entitled  to  treble 
damages  and  costs.  New  Jersey  called  this  act  a law 
of  retortion;  and  justified  it  on  the  general  ground  of 
reprisals. 

On  the  other  side,  Connecticut  took  fire,  and  as  no 
steamboat  could  come  down  the  sound  from  New 
York  to  Connecticut,  or  pass  up  from  Connecticut  to 
New  York,  without  a New  York  license,  she  enacted  a 
law,  by  which  heavy  penalties  were  imposed  upon  all 
who  should  presume  to  come  into  her  ports  and  har- 
bors, having  any  such  license. 

Here,  sir,  was  a very  harmonious  state  of  commercial 
intercourse!  a very  promising  condition  of  things  in- 
deed! You  could  not  get  'rorn  New  York  to  New 
Haven  by  steam;  nor  could  you  go  from  New  York  to 
New  Jersey,  without  transhipment  in  the  bay.  And 
now,  sir,  let  me  remind  the  country,  that  this  belligerant 
legislation  of  the  states  concerned  was  justified  and  de- 
fended, by  exactly  the  same  arguments  as  those  which 
we  have  heard  in  this  debate.  Every  thing  which  has 
been  said  here,  to  prove  that  the  authority  to  regulate 
commerce  does  not  include  a power  to  regulate  cur- 
rency was  said  in  that  case,  to  prove  that  the  same  au- 
thority did  not  include  an  exclusive  power  over  steam- 
boats or  other  means  of  navigation.  I do  not  know  a 
reason,  a suggestion,  an  idea,  which  has  been  used  in 
this  debate,  or  which  was  usedjn  the  debate  in  Septem- 
ber, to  show  that  Congress  has  no  power  to  control  the 
currency  of  the  country  and  make  it  uniform,  which 
was  not  used  in  this  steamboat  controversy,  to  prove  that 
the  authority  of  this  government  did  not  reach  the  mat- 
ter then  in  dispute.  Look  to  the  forensic  discussions  in 
New  York!  Look  to  the  argument  in  the  court  here! 
You  will  find  it  every  where  urged  that  navigation  does 
not  come  within  the  general  idea  of  regulating  com- 
merce; that  steamboats  are  but  vehicles  and  instru- 
ments; that  the  power  of  cong'-ess  is  general,  and 
general  only;  and  that  it  does  not  extend  to  agents  and 
instruments. 

And  what,  sir,  put  an  end  to  this  state  of  things? 
What,  stopped  these  seizures  and  confiscations?  No- 
thing in  the  world,  sir,  but  the  exercise  of  the  constitu- 
tional power  of  this  government.  Nothing  in  the  world, 
but  the  decision  of  the  supreme  court,  that  the  power  of 
congress  to  regulate  commerce  was  paramouut;  that  it 
overruled  any  interfering  state  laws;  and  that  these 
acts  of  the  states  did  interfere  with  acts  of  congress, 
enacted  under  its  clear  constitutional  authority. 

As  to  the  extent  of  the  power  of  regulating  commerce, 
allow  me  to  quote  a single  sentence  from  the  opinion  of 
one  ot  the  learned  judges  of  the  supreme  court,  de- 


now, or  at  the  September  session.  “In  the  advance- 
ment of  society,”  said  the  judge,  “labor,  transportation, 
intelligence,  care,  and  various  means  of  exchange,  be- 
come commodities,  and  enter  into  commerce;  and  the 
subject,  the  vehicle,  the  agent,  and  these  various  operations, 
become  the  objects  of  commercial  regulation .’’ 

These  just  sentiments  prevailed.  The  decision  of  the 
court  quieted  the  dangerous  controversy;  and  satisfied, 
and  I will  add  gratified,  most  highly  gratified,  the 
whole  country. 

Sir,  may  we  not  perceive  at  the  present  moment, 
without  being  suspected  of  looking  with  eyes  whose 
sight  is  sharpened  by  too  much  apprehension — may  we 
not  perceive,  sir,  in  what  is  now  passing  around  us,  the 
possible  beginnings  of  another  controversy  between 
states,  which  may  be  of  still  greater  moment,  and  fol- 
lowed, if  not  arrested,  by  still  more  deplorable  conse- 
quences? Do  w-e  see  no  danger,  no  disturbance,  no 
contests  ahead?  Si  , do  we  not  behold  excited  com- 
mercial rivalship,  evidently  existing  between  great 
states  and  great  cities?  Do  we  not  see  an  emulous 
competition  for  trade,  external  and  internal?  Do  we 
not  see  the  parties  concerned  enlarging,  and  proposing 
to  enlarge,  to  a vast  extent,  their  plans  of  currency, 
eyidentlyin-donnection  with  these  objects  of  trade  and 
.corrimeree?.  Do  w not  see  states  themselves  becom- 
ing deeply  interested  ingreat  backing  institutions?  Do 
we  not  know  that,  already,- the  notes. and  bills  of  some 
states  are  prohibited  by  law  from  circulating  in  others? 

Sir,  I will  push  these  questions  .no.fasther:  but  I tell 
you  that  it  was  for  exactly  such  a crisis.as  this — for  this 
very  erfsis^-for  ;t1fis  identical  exigency  novr  won  us — 
that  this  constitbtforr  vrao  framed,  and  this  government 
established.  "And  notvr' sir,., let  those  who  expect. to  get 
over  this  crisis  without  effort  and  without  action,  let 
those  whose  hope  it  is  that  they  may  be  borne’ along  on 
the  tide  of  circumstances  and  favorable  occurrences, 
and  who  repose  in  the  denial  of  their  own  powders  and 
their  own  responsibility — let  all  such,  look  well  to  the 
end. 

For  one,  I intend  to  clear  myself  from  all  blame, 
intend,  this  day,  to  free  myself  of  the  responsibility  of 
consequences,  by  warning  you  of  the  danger  into  which 
you  are  conducting  our  public  affairs,  by  urging  and 
entreating  you,  as  I do  now  urge  and  entreat  you,  by 
invoking  you,  as  I do  now  invoke  you,  by  your  love  of 
country,  and  your  fidelity  to  the  constitution  to  aban- 
don all  untried  expedients;  to  put  no  trust  in  ingenuity 
and  contrivance;  to  have  done  with  projects  which 
alarm  and  agitate  the  people;  to  seek  no  shelter  from 
obligation  and  duty;  but  with  manliness,  directness, 
and  true  wisdom,  to  apply  to  the  evils  of  the  times  their 
proper  remedy.  That  Providence  may  guide  the  coun- 
sels of  the  country  to  this  end,  before  even  greater  dis- 
asters and  calamities  overtake  us,  is  my  m-ost  fervent 
prayer! 

Mr.  President,  on  the  subject  of  the  power  of  con- 
gress, as  well  as  on  other  important  topics,  connected 
with  the  bill,  the  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina has  advanced  opinions,  of  which  I feel  bound  to 
take  some  notice. 

That  honorable  gentleman,  in  his  recent  speech,  at- 
tempted to  exhibit  a contrast  between  the  course  of 
conduct  which  I,  and  other  gentlemen  who  act  with 
me,  at  present  pursue,  and  that  which  we  have  here- 
tofore followed.  In  presenting  this  contrast,  he  said, 
he  intended  nothing  personal;  his  only  object  was 
truth.  To  this  I could  not  object.  The  occasion  re- 
quires, sir,  that  I should  now  examine  his  opinions; 
and  I can  truly  say,  with  him,  that  I mean  nothing  per- 
sonally injurious,  and  that  my  object,  also,  is  truth,  and 
nothing  else.  Here  I might  stop:  but  I will  even  say 
something  more. 

It  is  now  five  and  twenty  years,  sir,  since  I became 
acquainted  with  the  honorable  gentleman,  in  the  house 
of  representatives,  in  which  he  had  held  a seat,  I think, 
about  a year  and  a half  before  I entered  it.  From  that 
period,  sir,  down  to  the  year  1324,  I can  say,  with  great 
sincerity,  there  was  not,  among  my  political  contem- 
poraries, any  man  for  whom  I entertained  a higher  re- 
spect or  warmer  esteem.  When  we  first  met,  we  were 
both  young  men.  I beheld  in  him  a generous  char- 
racter,  a liberal  and  comprehensive  mind,  engrossed 
by  great  objects,  distinguished  talent,  and,  particularly, 
great  originality  and  vigor  of  thought.  That  he  was 
ambitious,  I did  not  doubt;  but  that  there  was  any 
thing  in  his  ambition  low  or  sordid,  any  thing  approach- 
ing to  a love  of  the  mere  loaves  and  fishes  of  office,  1 
did  not  then  believe,  and  do  not  now  believe.  If,  from 
that  moment,  down  to  the  time  I have  already  mention- 
ed, I differed  with  him  on  any  great  constitutional  ques- 
tion, I do  not  know  it. 

But  in  1324,  events  well  known  to  the  senate  sepa- 
rated us;  and  that  separation  remained,  wide  and  broad, 
until  the  end  of  the  memorable  session  which  terminat- 
ed in  March,  1833.  With  the  events  of  that  session, 
our  occasions  of  difference  had  ceased;  certainly  for 
the  time,  and,  as  I sincerely  hoped,  forever.  Before 
the  next  meeting  of  congress,  the  public  deposites  had 
been  removed  from  their  lawful  custody  by  the  presi- 
sident.  Respecting  this  exercise  of  the  executive  power, 
the  honorable  gentleman  and  myself  entertained  the 
same  opinions;  and,  in  regard  to  subsequent  transac- 
tions connected  with  that,  and  growing  out  of  it,  there 
was  not,  so  far  as  I know,  any  difference  of  sentiment 


but  as  so  many  efforts  to  give  to  ihe  executive  an  un* 
constitutional  conlrol  over  the  public  moneys.  We 
thought  we  saw,  everywhere,  proofs  of  a design  to  ex- 
tend executive  authority,  not  only  in  derogation  of  the 
just  powers  of  congress,  but  to  the  danger  of  the  public 
liberty.  We  acted  together,  to  chick  these  designs, 
and  to  arrest,  the  march  of  executive  prerogative  and 
dominion.  In  all  this,  we  were  but  co-operating  with 
many  other  gentlemen  here,  and  with  a large  and  in- 
elligent  poriion  of  the  whole  country. 

The  unfortunate  results  of  these  executive  interfer- 
et  ces  with  the  currency  had  made  an  impression  on 
the  public  mind.  A revolulion  seemed  in  progress,  and 
the  people  were  coming  in  their  strength,  as  we  began 
to  think,  to  support  us  and  our  principles. 

In  this  state  of  things,  sir,  we  met  here  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  September  session:  but  we  met,  not 
as  we  had  done;  we  met,  not  as  we  had  paried.  The 
events  of  May,  the  policy  of  the  president  in  reference 
to  those  events,  the  doctrines  of  the  message  of  Sep- 
tember, the  principles  and  opinions  which  the  honor- 
able gentleman,  both  to  rny  surprise,  and  to  my  infinite 
regret,  came  forward  then  to  support,  rendered  it  quite 
impossible  for  us  to  act  together,  for  a single  moment 
longer.  To  the  leading  doctrines  of  that  message,  and 
to  the  policy  w'hich  it  recommended,  I felt,  and  still  feel, 
a deep,  conscientious,  and  irreconcilable  opposition. 
The  honorable  gentleman  supported,  and  still  supports, 
both.  Here,  then,  w'e  part.  On  these  questions  of  con- 
stitutional power  and  duty  and  on  these  momentous 
questions  of  natipnal  policy,  we  separate.  And  so 
broad  and  ample  is  the  space  w hich  divides  us,  and  so 
deep  does  the  division  run,  touching  even  the  very  foun- 
dations of  the  government,  that,  considering  the  time  of 
life  to  which  we  both  have  arrived,  it  is  not  probable 
that  we  are  to  meet  again.  I say  this  with  unfeigned 
and  deep  regret.  Believe  me,  sir,  I would  most  gladly 
act  with  the  honorable  gentleman.  If  he  would  but 
come  back,  now,  to  what  I consider  his  former  prin- 
ciples and  sentiments;  if  he  would  place  himself  on 
those  constitutional  doctrines  which  he  has  sustained 
through  a long  seriek  of  years;  and  if,  thus  standing, 
he  would  exert  his  acknowledged  ability  to  restore  the 
prosperity  of  the  country,  and  put  an  end  to  the  mis- 
chiefs of  reckless  experiments  and  dangerous  innnova- 
tion, — I would  not  only  willingly  act  with  him,  I would 
act  under  him;  I would  follow  him,  I would  support 
him,  I would  back  him,  at  every  step,  to  the  utmost  of 
my  power  and  ability.  Such  is  not  to  be  our  destiny. 
That  destiny  is,  that  we  here  part;  and  all  I can  say 
further  is,  that  he  carries  with  him  the  same  feeling  of 
personal  kindness  on  my  part,  the  same  hearty  good 
will  which  have  heretofore  inspired  me. 

There  have  been  three  principal  occasions,  sir,  on 
which  the  honorable  gentleman  has  expressed  his  opin- 
ions upon  the  questions  now  under  discussion.  They 
are,  his  speech  of  the  15th  September,  his  published  let- 
ter of  the  3d  November,  and  his  leading  speech  of  the 
present  session.  These  productions  are  all  marked 
with  his  characteris'ic  ability;  they  are  ingenious,  able, 
condensed,  and  siriking.  They  deserve  an  answer. 
To  some  of  the  observations  in  the  speech  of  Septem- 
ber, I made  a reply  on  the  day  of  its  delivery;  there  are 
other  parts  of  it,  however,  which  require  a more  de- 
liberate examination. 

Mr.  President,  the  honorable  gentleman  declares  in 
that  speech,  “that  he  belongs  to  the  stale-rights  party; 
that  that  party,  from  the  beginning  of  the  government, 
has  been  opposed  to  a national  bank  as  unconstitutional, 
inexpedient,  and  dangerous;  that  it  has  ever  dreaded 
the  union  of  the  political  and  moneyed  power,  and  the 
central  action  of  the  government, Jo  which  it  so  strongly 
tends,  that  the  connection  of  the  government  with  the 
banks,  whether  it  be  with  a combination  of  slate  banks, 
or  with  a national  institution,  will  necessarily  central- 
ize the  action  of  the  system  at  the  principal  point  of 
collection  and  disbursement,  and  at  which  the  mother 
bank,  or  the  head  of  the  league  of  state  banks,  must 
be  located.  From  that  point,  the  whole  system,  through 
the  connection  with  the  government,  will  beenabled  to 
control  the  exchanges  both  at  home  and  abroad,  and 
w.th  it,  the  commerce,  foreign  and  domestic,  including 
exports  and  imports.'’ 

Now,  sir,  this  connection  between  government  and 
the  banks,  to  which  he  imputes  such  mischevious  con- 
sequences, he  describes  to  be  “the  receiving  and  pay- 
ing away  their  notes  as  cash;  and  the  use  of  the  public 
money,  from  the  time  of  the  collection  to  the  disburse- 
ment.’’ 

Sir,  if  I clearly  comprehend  the  honorable  gentle- 
man, he  means  no  more,  after  all,  than  this:  that,  while 
the  public  revenues  are  collected,  as  heretofore,  through 
the  banks,  they  will  lie  in  the  banks  between  the  time 
of  collection  and  the  time  of  disbursement;  that,  during 
that  period,  they  will  be  regarded  as  one  part  of  the 
means  of  business  and  of  discount  possessed  by  the 
banks;  and  that,  as  a greater  portion  of  the  revenue  is 
collected  in  large  cities  than  in  small  ones,  these  large 
cities  will,  of  course,  derive  greater  benefits  than  the 
small  ones  from  these  depositee  in  the  banks.  In  other 
words,  that,  as  the  importing  merchants  in  a great  city 
pay  more  duties  to  government  than  those  in  a small 
one,  so  they  enjoy  an  advantage  to  be  derived  from  any 
use  which  the  banks  may  make  of  these  moneys, 
while  on  deposite  with  them.  Now,  sir,  I would  be 
very  glad  to  know,  supposing  all  this  to  be  true,  what 
there  is  in  it  either  unequal  or  unjust?  The  benefit  is 
exactly  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  business,  and  to 
the  sums  paid,  If  individuals  in  large  cities  enjoy  the 
I incidental  use  of  more  money,  it  is  simply  because  they 


between  us.  We  looked  upon  ail  these  proceedings  I pay  more  money.  It  is  like  the  case  of  credit  on  duty 
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bonds.  Whoever  imports  goods  with  the  benefit  of 
giving  bond  for  duties,  instead  of  making  present  pay- 
ment, enjoys  a certain  benefit;  and  this  benefit,  in  a 
direct  sense,  is  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  goods' 
imported — the  large  importer  having  credit  for  a large 
sum,  the  small  importer  having  credit  for  a small  sum. 
But  the  advantage,  the  benefit,  or  the  indulgence,  or 
whatever  we  call  it,  is,  nevertheless,  enurcly  equal  and 
impartial. 

How,  then,  docs  the  collection  of  revenue  through  the 
banks  ‘'centralize’’  the  action  of  the  commercial  sys- 
tem? It  seems  to  me,  sir,  the  cause  is  mistaken  for  the 
effect.  Tlie  greatest  amount  of  revenue  is  collected  in 
the  greatest  city  because  it  is  already  the  greatest  city; 
because  its  local  advantages,  its  population,  its  capital 
and  enterprise,  draw  business  towards  it,  constitute  it 
a central  point  in  commercial  operations,  and  have 
made  it  the  greatest  city.  It  is  the  centralization  of 
commerce  by  these  just  and  proper  causes — causes 
which  must  always  exist  in  every  country  which  pro- 
duce a large  collection  of  revenue  in  the  favored  spot. 
The  amount  of  capital  is  one  of  very  important  cause, 
no  doubt;  and  leaving  public  moneys  in  'he  banks  till 
wanted,  allows  to  merchants,  in  places  of  large  import, 
a degree  of  incidental  benefit,  in  just  proportion  to  tiie 
amount  of  capital  by  them  employed  in  trade,  and  no 
more. 

I suppose,  sir,  it  is  the  natural  course  of  things  in 
every  commercial  country,  that  some  place,  or  a few 
places  should  go  ahead  of  others  in  commercial  busi- 
ness importance.  This  must  ever  be  so,  until  all  places 
possess  precisely  equal  natural  advantages.  And  I sup- 
pose, too,  that,  instead  of  being  mischevious,  it  is  rather 
for  the  common  good  of  all,  that  there  should  be  some 
commercial  emporium,  some  central  point,  for  the  ex- 
changes of  trade.  Government,  certainly,  should  not 
seek  to  produce  this  result  by  the  bestowal  of  unequal 
privileges;  but  surely,  sir,  it  would  he  a very  strange 
and  indefensible  policy  which  should  lead  the  govern- 
ment to  withhold  any  portion  of  the  capital  of  the 
country  from  useful  employment,  merely  because  that, 
if  employed,  while  all  enjoyed  the  benefit  proportion- 
ately, all  would  not  enjoy  it  with  the  same  absolute 
mathematical  equality. 

So  much,  sir,  for  concentration,  arising  from  deposit- 
ing the  revenues  in  banks.  Let  us  now  look  to  the 
other  part  of  the  connection,  viz:  the  receiving  of  bank 
notes  for  duties.  How  in  the  world  does  this ‘'central- 
ize’’ the  commercial  system?  The  whole  tendency  and 
effect,  as  it  seems  to  me,  is  directly  the  other  way.  It 
counteracts  centralization.  It  gives  all  possible  advan- 
tage to  local  currency  and  local  payments,  and  there- 
by encourages  both  imports  and  exports.  It  tends  to 
make  local  money  good  every  where.  If  goods  be  im- 
ported into  Charleston,  the  duties  are  paid  in  Charles- 
ton notes.  New  York  notes  are  not  demanded.  Noth- 
ing, certainly,  can  be  fairer  or  more  equal  than  this,  and 
nothing  moie  favorable  to  the  Charleston  importers. 

But  how  would  that  system  work,  which  the  gen- 
tleman himself  proposes? 

If  his  plan  could  prevail,  he  would  have  the  duties 
collected  either  in  specie,  or  in  a government  paper 
to  be  issued  from  the  treasury.  He  would  reject  all 
bank  no:es  whatever.  If  the  gentleman,  sir,  fears 
centralization,  I am  astonished  that  he  does  not  see 
centralization  in  all  its  terrors  in  this  very  proposition  of 
his  own.  Pray  allow  me  to  ask,  sir,  where  will  this 
government  paper,  in  the  course  ofits  issue  and  circu- 
lation, naturally  centre?  To  what  puints  will  it  tend? 
Certainly,  most  certainly,  to  the  greatest  points  of  col- 
lection and  expenditure;  to  the  very  heart  of  the  metro- 
politan city,  wherever  (hat  city  may  be.  This  is  as  in- 
evitable as  the  fall  of  water  or  the  results  of  attraction. 
If  two-thirds  of  the  duties  be  collected  in  New  York,  it 
will  follow,  of  course,  that  two-thirds  of  any  government 
paper  received  lor  duties  will  be  there  received;  and  it 
will  be  more  valuable  there  than  elsewhere.  The  value 
of  such  paper  would  consist  in  its  receiva.bility,  and 
nothing  else.  It  would  always  tend,  therefore,  directly 
to  the  spot  where  the  greatest  demand  should  exist  for 
it  for  that  purpose.  Is  it  not  so  at  this  moment  with  the 
outstand.ng  treasury  notes.  Are  they  abundant  in 
Georgia,  in  Mississippi,  in  Illinois,  or  in  New  Hamp- 
shire? No  sooner  issued,  than  they  commence  their 
march  toward  the  place  where  they  are  most  valued 
and  most  in  demand:  that  is,  to  the  place  of  the  greatest 
public  receipt.  If  you  want  concentration,  sir,  and 
enough  of  it — if  you  desire  to  dry  up  the  small  streams 
of  commerce,  and  fill  more  full  the  deep  and  already 
swollen  great  channels,  you  will  act  very  wisely  to  that 
end,  if  you  keep  out  of  the  receipt  of  the  treasury  all 
money  but  such  paper  as  the  government  may  furnish, 
and  which  shall  be  no  otherwise  redeemable  than  in 
receipt  for  debts  to  government  while  at  the  same  time 
you  depress  the  character  of  the  local  circulation. 

Such  is  the  scheme  of  the  honorable  member  in  its 

Erobable  commercial  effect.  Let  us  look  at  it  in  a po- 
tical  point  of  view. 

The  honorable  member  says  he  belongs  to  the  state- 
rights  party;  that  party  professes  something  of  an  un- 
common love  of  liberty;  an  extraordinary  sensibility  to 
all  its  dangers;  and  of  those  dangers,  it  most  dreads  the 
union  of  the  political  and  money  power.  This  we  learn 
from  the  authentic  declaration  of  the  gentleman  him- 
self. And  now,  oh,  transcendental  consistency!  oh, 
most  wonderful  conformity  of  means  and  ends!  oh, 
exquisite  mode  of  gratifying  high  desires!  behold,  the 
honorable  member  proposes  that  the  political  power  of 
the  state  shall  take  to  itself  the  whole  function  of  sup- 
plying the  entire  paper  circulation  of  the  country  by 
notes  or  bills  of  its  own,  issued  at  its  own  discretion,  to 


be  paid  out  or  advanced  to  whomsoever  it  pleases,  in 
discharging  the  obligations  of  government,  bearing  no 
promise  to  pay,  and  to  be  kept  in  circulation  merely  by 
being  made  receivable  at  the  treasury!  The  whole  cir- 
culation of  the  country,  excepting  only  that  which  is 
metallic,  and  which  must  always  Be  small,  will  thus  be 
made  up  of  mere  government  paper,  issued  for  govern- 
ment purposes,  and  redeemable  only  in  payment  of 
government  debts.  In  other  words,  the  entire  means 
of  carrying  on  the  whole  commerce  of  the  country  will 
be  held  by  government  in  its  own  hands,  and  made 
commensurate,  exactly,  with  its  own  wants,  purposes, 
and  opinions;  the  whole  commercial  business  of  the 
country  being  thus  made  a mere  appendage  to  re- 
venue. 

But,  sir,  in  order  that  I may  not  misrepresent  the 
honorable  member,  let  me  show  you  a little  more  dis- 
tinctly what  his  opinions  arc  respecting  this  government 
paper. 

The  honorable  member  says,  sir,  that  to  make  this 
sab-treasury  measure  successful,  and  to  secure  it  against 
reaction,  some  sale  and  stable  medium  of  circulation, 
“to  take  the  place  of  bank  notes  in  the  fiscal  operations 
of  the  government,  ought  to  be  issued;”  that,  “in  the 
present  condition  of  the  world,  a paper  currency,  in 
some  form,  if  not  necessary,  is  almost  indispensable, 
in  financial  and  commercial  operations  of  civilized  and 
extensive  communities;’’  that,  “the  great  desideratum  is 
to  ascertain  what  description  of  paper  has  the  requisite 
qualities  of  being  free  from  fluctuation  in  value,  and 
liability  to  abuse  in  the  greatest  perfection;  that  bank 
notes  do  not  possess  these  requisites  in  a degree  suffi- 
ciently high  for  this  purpose.”  And  then  he  says,  “I 
go  farther.  It  appears  to  me  after  bestowing  the  best  re- 
flection I can  give  the  subject,  that  no  convertible  pa- 
per, that  is,  no  paper  whose  credit  rests  upon  a pro- 
mise to  pay,  is  suitable  for  currency.”  “On  what,  then, 
(he  asks,)  ought  a paper  currency  to  rest?’’  “I  would 
say,  he  answers,  “on  demand  and  supply  simply:  which 
regulate  the  value  of  every  thing  else — the  constant  de- 
mand which  government  has  for  its  necessary  supplies.” 
He  then  proceeds  to  observe,  “that  there  might  be  a 
sound  and  safe  paper  currency,  founded  on  the  credit 
of  government  exclusively.’’  “That  such  paper  only 
to  be  issued  to  those  who  had  claims  on  the  government, 
would,  in  its  habitual  state,  be  at  or  above  par  with  gold 
and  silver;”  that  “nothing  but  experience  can  deter- 
mine what  amount,  and  of  what  denominations,  might 
be  safely  issued;  but  that  it  might  be  safely  assumed 
that  the  country  would  absorb  an  amount  greatly  ex- 
ceeding its  annual  income.  Much  of  its  exchanges, 
which  amount  to  a vast  sum,  as  well  as  its  bankiug  bu- 
siness, would  revolve  about  it;  and  many  millions 
would  thus  be  kept  in  circulation  beyond  the  demands 
of  the  government.” 

By  this  scheme,  sir,  government,  in  its  disbursements, 
is  not  .to  pay  money,  but  to  issue  paper.  This  paper  is 
no  otherwise  >ayable  or  redeemable,  than  as  it  may  be 
received  at  the  treasury.  It  is  expected  to  be  let  out 
much  faster  than  it  comes  in,  so  that  many  millions  will 
be  kept  in  circulation;  and  its  habitual  character  will 
be  at  or  above  par  with  gold  and  silver!  Now,  sir.  if 
there  is  to  be  found  anywhere  a more  plain  and  obvious 
project  of  paper  money,  in  all  its  deformity,  I should 
not  know  where  to  look  for  it. 

In  the  first  place,  sir,  I have  suggested  the  complete 
union  which  it  would  form,  if  it  were,  in  itself,  practi- 
cable, between  the  political  and  the  money  power. 

The  whole  commerce  of  Hie  country,  indeed,  under 
such  a state  of  law,  would  be  little  more  than  a sort  of 
incident  to  treasury  operations — rather  a collateral 
emanation  of  the  revenue  system,  than  a substantial 
and  important  branch  of  the  public  interest.  I have- 
referred,  also,  to  its  probable  consequences,  upon  that 
which  the  gentleman  regards  as  . so  great  an  evil,  and 
which  he  denominates  “the  centralization  of  commer- 
cial action.” 

And  now  I pray  you  to  consider.  Mr.  President,  in 
the  next  place,  what  an  admirable  contrivance  this 
would  be  to  secure  that  economy  in  the  expenses  of 
overnment  which  the  gentleman  has  so  much  at 
eart.  Released  from  all  necessity  of  taxation,  and 
from  the  consequent  responsibility  to  the  people;  not 
called  upon  to  regard  at  all,  the  amount  of  annual  in- 
come; having  an  authority  to  cause  treasury  notes  to 
issue  whenever  it  pleases, 

“In  multitudes,  like  which  the  populous  north 

Poured  never  from  her  frozen  loins,  to  pass 

Rhene,  or  the  Danau;” 

what  admirable  restraint  would  be  imposed  on  govern- 
ment, how  doubly  sure  would  assurance  be  made  for  it, 
that  till  its  expenditures  would  be  strictly  limited  to  the 
absolute  and  indispensable  wants  and  demands  of  the 
public  service! 

But,  sir,  fortunately,  very  fortunately,  a scheme  so 
wild,  and  which  would  be  so  mischevious.  is  totally  im- 
practicable It  rests  on  an  assumption,  for  which  there 
is  not  the  least  foundation,  either  in  reason  or  experi- 
ence. It  takes  for  granted  that  which  the  history  of 
every  commercial  state  refutes,  and  our  own,  especial- 
ly, in  almost  every  page.  It  supposes  that  irredeemable 
government  paper  can  circulate  in  the  business  of  so- 
ciety, and  be  kept  at  par.  This  is  an  impossibility. 
The  honorable  gentleman  rejects  convertible  bank 
notes,  which  are  equivalent  to  specie,  since  they  will 
always  command  it,  and  adopts,  in  their  stead,  govern- 
ment paper,  with  no  promise  to  pay,  but  a promise  only 
to  be  received  for  debts  and  taxes;  and  he  puts  forth  the 
imagination,  as  I have  said,  so  often  and  so  long  refu- 
ted, that  this  paper  will  be  kept  in  circulation  in  the 


country,  and  will  be  able  to  perform  the  great  business 
of  currency  and  exchange,  even  though  it  exist  in 
quantities  exceeding,  by  many  millions,  the  demands  of 
government. 

If  it  be  necessary,  sir,  at  this  day,  to  refute  ideas  like 
these,  it  must  be  because  the  history  of  all  countries, 
our  own  included,  is  a dead  letter  to  us.  Even  at  the 
very  moment  in  which  I am  speaking,  the  small  amount 
of  treasury  notes  which  has  been  issued  by  government, 
hardly  a fifth  part  of  the  ordinary  annual  revenue — 
though  those  notes  bear  an  interest  of  five  per  cent — 
though  they  are  redeemable  in  cash  at  the  treasury  at 
the  expiration  of  the  year — and  though,  in  the  mean 
time,  they  are  everywhere  received  in  payment  of  the 
government  dues,  are  not  only  of  less  value  than  spe- 
cie, but  of  less  value,  also,  than  the  notes  of  non-specie- 
paying banks;  those  banks  whose  paper  is  daily  de- 
nounced here  as  “rags,  filthy  rags.”  In  my  opinion, 
sir,  the  whole  scheme  is  as  visionary  and  impracticable 
as  any  which  the  genius  of  project  ever  produced. 

Mr.  President,  toward  the  close  of  this  speech  of  Sep- 
tember, I find  a paragraph  in  which  several  other  suo- 
jects  arc  brought  together,  and  which  I must  ask  per- 
mission to  read. 

Having  commended  the  wise  and  noble  bearing  of 
the  little  state-rights  party,  of  which  he  says  it  is  his 
pride  to  be  a member  thoughout  the  eventful  period 
through  which  the  country  has  passed  since  1824,  he 
adds: 

“In  that  year,  as  I have  stated,  the  tariff  system  tri- 
umphed in  the  councils  of  the  nation.  We  saw  its 
disastrous  political  bearings;  foresaw  its  surplusses,  and 
then  the  extravagancies  to  which  it  would  lead;  we 
rallied  on  the  election  of  the  late  president  to  arrest  it 
through  the  influence  of  the  executive  department  of 
the  government.  In  this  we  failed.  We  then  fell  back 
upon  the  rights  and  sovereignty  of  the  states;  and,  by 
the  action  of  a small  but  gallant  state,  and  through  the 
potency  of  its  interposition,  we  brought  the  system  to 
the  ground,  sustained,  as  it  was,  by  the  opposition 
and  the  administration,  and  by  the  whole  power  and 
patronage  of  the  government.” 

Every  part  of  this  most  extraordinary  statement  well 
deserves  attention. 

In  the  first  place,  sir,  here  is  an  open  and  direct 
avowal  that  the  main  object  for  rallying  on  general 
Jackson’s  first  election,  was  to  accomplish  the  over- 
throw of  the  protecting  policy  of  the  country.  Indeed! 
Well,  this  is  very  frank.  I am  glad  to  hear  the  avowal 
made.  It  puts  an  end  to  all  suspicions. 

It  was,  then,  to  overthrow  protection,  was  it,  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  took  so  much  pains  to  secure 
general  Jackson’s  first  election?  I commend  his  can- 
dor, in  now  acknowledging  it.  But,  sir,  the  honorable 
member  had  allies  and  associates  in  that  rally.  They 
thronged  round  him  from  all  quarters,  and  followed  his 
lead.  And  pray,  sir,  was  his  object,  as  now  avowed 
by  himself,  the  joint  object  of  all  the  party?  Did  he 
tell  Pennsylvania,  honest,  intelligent,  straight-forward 
Pennsylvania,  that  such  was  his  purpose?  And  did 
Pennsylvania  concur  in  it?  Pennsylvania  was  first  and 
foremost  in  espousing  the  cause  of  general  Jackson. 
Every  body  knows  sne  is  more  of  a tariff  state  than 
any  other  in  the  union.  Did  he  tell  her  that  his  pur- 
pose was  to  break  the  tariff  entirely  down?  Did  he 
state  his  objects,  also,  to  New  York?  Did  he  state  them 
to  New  Jersey?  What  say  you  gentlemen  from  Penn- 
sylvania? gentleman  from  New  York?  and  gentlemen 
from  Nevy  Jersey?  Ye  who  supported  general  Jack- 
son’s  election,  what  say  you?  Was  it  your  purpose, 
also,  by  that  election,  to  break  down  the  protective  po- 
licy? Or.  if  it  were  not  your  purpose,  did  you  know, 
nevertheless — pray  let  us  understand  that — did  you 
know,  nevertheless,  that  it  was  the  purpose,  and  the 
main  purpose,  of  the  honorable  member  from  Caroli- 
na? and  did  you,  still,  co-operate  with  him? 

The  present  chief  magistrate  of  the  country  was  a 
member  of  this  body  in  1828.  He  and  the  honorable 
member  from  Carolina  were,  at  (hat  time,  exerting  their 
united  forces,  to  the  utmost,  in  order  to  bring  about 
general  Jackson’s  election.  Did  they  work  thus  zeal- 
ously together,  for  the  same  ultimate  end  and  purpose? 
or  did  they  mean  merely  to  change  the  government,  and 
then  each  look  out  for  himself. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  voted  for  the  tariff  bill  of  that  year, 
commonly  called  the  “bill  of  abominations;”  but,  very 
luckily,  and  in  extremely  good  season,  instructions  for 
that  vote  happened  to  come  from  Albany!  The  vote, 
therefore,  could  be  given,  and  the  member  giving  it 
could  not  possibly  thereby  give  any  offence  to  any  gen- 
tleman of  the  state-rights  party,  with  whom  the  doc- 
trine of  instructions  is  so  authentic. 

Sir,  I will  not  do  gentlemen  injustice.  Those  who 
belong  to  tariff  states,  as  they  are  called,  and  who  sup- 
ported general  Jackson  for  the  presidency,  did  not  in- 
tend thereby  to  overthrow  the  protecting  policy.  They 
only  meant  to  make  general  Jackson  president,  and  to 
come  into  power  along  with  him!  As  to  ultimate  ob- 
jects, each  had  his  own.  All  could  agree,  however,  in 
the  first  step.  It  was  difficult,  certainly,  to  give  a plau- 
sible appearance  to  a political  union,  among  gentlemen 
who  differed  so  widely,  on  the  great  and  leading  ques- 
tion of  the  times — the  question  of  the  protecting  policy. 
But  this  difficulty  was  overcome  by  the  oracular  decla- 
ration that  general  Jackson  was  in  favor  of  a “ judicious 
tariff." 

Here,  sir,  was  ample  room  and  verge  enough.  Who 
could  object  to  a.  judicious  tariff?  Tariff  men  and  anti- 
tariff men,  state-rights  men  and  consolidationists,  those 
who  had  been  called  prodigals  and  those  who  had  been 
l called  radicals,  all  thronged  and  flocked  together  here, 
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and  with  all  their  difference  in  regard  to  ultimate  ob- 
jects, agreed  to  make  common  cause,  till  they  should 
get  into  power.  . 

The  ghosts,  sir,  which  are  fabled  to  cross  the  Styx, 
whatever  different  hopes  or  purposes  they  may  have 
beyond  it,  still  unite,  in  the  present  wish  to  get  over, 
and  therefore  all  hurry  and  huddle  into  the  leaky  and 
shattered  craft  of  Charon,  the  ferryman.  And  tins 
motly  throng  of  politicians,  sir,  with  as  much  differ- 
ence  of  final  object,  and  as  little  care  for  each  other, 
made  a boat  of  “judicious  tariff,’’  and  all  rushed  and 
scrambled  into  it,  until  they  filled  it,  near  to  sinking. 
The  authority  of  the  master  was  able,  however,  to  keep 
them  peaceable  and  in  order,  for  the  time,  for  they  had 
the  virtue  of  submission,  and  though  with  occasional 
dangers  of  upsetting,  he  succeeded  in  pushing  them  all 
over  with  his  long  setting-pole. 

“Ratem  conto  subigit.’’ 

Well,  sir,  the  honorable  gentleman  tells  us  that  he 
expected,  when  general  Jackson  should  be  elected,  to 
arrest  the  tariff  system  through  the  influence  of  the  exe- 
cutive department.  Here  is  another  candid  confession. 
Arrest  the  tariff  by  executive  influence!  Indeed!  Why, 
sir,  this  seems  like  hoping,  from  the  first,  for  the  use  of 
the  veto.  How,  but  by  veto,  could  the  executive  arrest 
the  tariff  acts?  And  is  it  true,  sir,  that,  a'  that  early 
day,  the  honorable  member  was  looking  to  the  veto,  not 
with  dread,  but  with  hope?  Did  he  expect  i.t,  and  did 
he  rely  upon  it?  Did  he  make  the  rally  of  which  he 
speaks,  in  order  that  he  might  choose  a president  who 
would  exercise  it?  And  did  he  afterwards  complain  of 
it,  or  does  he  complain  of  it  now,  only  because  it  was 
ill-directed— because  it  turned  out  to  be  a thunderbolt, 
which  did  not  fall  in  the  right  place? 

In  this  reliance  on  executive  influence — sir,  I declare 
I hardly  can  trust  myself  that  I read  or  quote  correctly, 
when  I find,  in  what  I read,  or  from  what  I quote,  the 
honorable  member  from  South  Carolina,  by  his  own 
confession,  hoping  or  expecting  to  accomplish  any  thing 
by  executive  influence;  yet  so  it  was  spoken,  and  so  it  is 
printed — in  this  reliance,  or  this  hope,  or  expectation, 
founded  on  executive  influence,  the  honorable  gentle- 
man and  his  friends  failed;  and,  failing  in  this,  he  says, 
they  fell  back  on  the  sovereignty  or  the  states,  and 
brought  the  system  to  the  ground  “through  the  potency 
of  interposition;”  by  which  he  means  neither  more  nor 
less  than  nullification.  So  then,  sir,  according  to  this, 
that  excessive  fear  of  power  which  was  so  much  cher- 
ished by  the  nullifiers,  was  only  awakened  to  a flame 
in  their  bosoms,  when  they  found  that  they  could  not 
accomplish  their  own  ends  by  the  executive  power  of 
the  president. 

I am  no  authorized  commentator,  sir,  on  the  doc- 
trines or  theories  of  nullification.  Non  nostrum.  But, 
if  tliis  exposition  be  authentic,  I must  say  it  is  not  cal- 
culated to  diminish  my  opposition  to  the  sentiments  of 
that  school. 

But  the  gentleman  goes  on  to  tell  us  that  nullification, 
or  interposition,  succeeded.  By  means  of  it,  he  says, 
he  did  bring  the  protective  system  to  the  ground.  And 
so,  in  his  published  letter  of  November  3d,  he  states 
th  it  “state  interposition  has  overthrown  the  protective 
tariff,  and  with  it,  the  American  system.’’ 

We  are  to  understand,  then,  sir,  first,  that  the  com- 
promise act  of  1833  was  forced  upon  congress  by  state 
interposition,  or  nullification. 

Next,  that  its  object  and  design,  so  far  as  the  honor- 
able gentleman  was  concerned  in,  was  to  break  down 
and  destroy,  forever,  the  whole  protective  policy  of  the 
country.  . 

And  lastly,  that  it  has  accomplished  that  purpose,  and 
that  the  last"  vestige  of  that  policy  is  wearing  away. 

Now,  sir,  I must  say,  that,  in  1833,  I entertained-no 
doubt  at  all  that  the  design  of  the  gentleman  was  ex- 
actly what  he  now  states.  On  this  point,  I have  not 
been  deceived.  It  was  not,  certainly,  the  design  of  all 
who  acted  with  him;  but,  that  it  was  his  purpose,  I 
knew  then,  as  clearly  as  I know  now,  after  his  open 
avowal  of  it;  and  this  belief  governed  my  conduct  at 
the  time,  together  with  that  of  a great  majority  of  those 
in  both  houses  of  congress,  who,  after  the  act  of  1824, 
felt  bound  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  that  act.,  and 
to  maintain  them  reasonably  and  fairly.  I opposed  the 
compromise  act  with  all  my  power.  It  appeared  to 
me  every  way  objectionable:  it  looked  like  an  atttempt 
to  make  a new  constitution;  to  introduce  another  fun- 
damental law,  above  the  power  of  congress,  and  which 
should  control  the  authority  and  discretion  of  congress, 
in  all  time  to  come.  This,  of  itself,  was  a conclusive 
objection  with  me;  I said  so  then,  have  often  said  so 
since,  and  say  so  now.  I said,  then,  that  I,  for  one, 
should  not  be  bound  by  that  law  more  than  any  other 
law,  except  that,  as  it  was  a law  passed  on  a very  im- 
portant and  agitating  subject,  I should  not  be  disposed 
to  interfere  with  it,  until  a case  of  clear  necessity  should 
arise.  On  this  principle  I have  acted  since.  When  that 
case  of  necessity  shall  arise,  however,  should  I be  in 
public  life,  I shall  concur  in  any  alteration  of  that  act, 
which  such  necessity  may  require.  That  such  an  occa- 
sion may  conae,  I more  than  fear,  I entertain  something 
stronger  than  a doubt  upon  the  possibility  of  maintain- 
ing the  manufactures  and  industry  of  this  country,  upon 
such  a system  as  the  compromise  act  will  leave  us, 
when  it  shall  have  gone  through  its  processes  of  reduc- 
tion. All  this,  however,  I leave  to  the  future. 

Having  had  occasion,  Mr.  President,  to  speak  of 
nullification  and  the  nullifiers,  I beg  leave  to  say,  that 
i have  not  done  so  for  any  purpose  of  reproach.  Cer- 
tainly, sir,  I see  no  possible  connexion,  myself,  between 
their  principles  or  opinions,  and  the  support  of  this 


measure.  They,  however,  must  speak  for  themselves. 
They  may  have  intrusted  the  bearing  of  their  standard, 
for  aught  I know,  to  the  hands  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber from  South  Carolina;  and  I perceived  last  session, 
what  I perceive  now,  that  in  his  opinion  there  is  a con- 
nexion between  these  projects  of  government  and  the 
doctrines  of  nullification.  lean  only  say,  sir,  that  it 
will  be  marvellous  to  me  if  that  banner,  though  it  be 
said  to  be  tattered  and  torn,  shall  yet  be  lowered  in  obei- 
sance, and  laid  at  the  footstool  of  executive  power.  To 
the  sustaining  of  that  power,  the  passage  of  this  bill  is 
of  the  utmost  importance.  The  administration  will  re- 
gard its  success  as  being  to  them,  what  Cromwell  said 
the  battle  of  Worcester  was  to  him— “a  crowning  mer- 
cy.” Whether  gentlemen,  who  have  distinguished 
themselves  so  much  by  their  extreme  jealousy  of  this 
government,  shall  now  find  it  consistent  with  their 
principles  to  give  their  aid  in  accomplishing  this  con- 
summation, remains  to  be  seen. 

The  next  exposition  of  the  honorable  gentleman's 
sentiments  and  opinions,  is  his  letter  of  November  3d. 

This  letter,  sir,  is  a curiosity.  As  a paper,  describing 
political  movements,  and  exhibiting  political  opinions,  it 
is  without  a parallel.  Its  phrase  is  altogether  military. 
It  reads  like  a despatch,  or  a bulletin  from  headquarters. 
It  is  full  of  attacks,  assaults,  and  repulses.  It  recounts 
movements  and  counter-movements;  speaks  of  occu- 
pying one  posinon,  falling  back  upon  another,  and  ad- 
vancing to  a third;  it  has  positions  to  cover  enemies, 
and  positions  to  hold  allies  in  check.  Meantime,  the 
celerity  of  all  these  operations  reminds  one  of  the  rapidi- 
ty of  the  military  actions  of  the  king  of  Prussia,  in  the 
seven  years’  war.  Yesterday  he  was  in  the  south,  giv- 
ing battle-  to  the  Austrian— to-day  he  is  in  Saxony,  or 
Silesia;  instantly  he  is  found  to  have  traversed  the  Elec- 
torate, and  is  facing  the  Russian  and  the  Swede  on  his 
northern  frontier.  If  you  look  for  his  place  on  the  map, 
before  you  find  it  he  has  quitted  it.  He  is  always  march- 
ing, flying,  falling  back,  wheeling,  attacking,  defend- 
ing, surprising;  fighting  everywhere,  and  fighting  all 
the  time.  In  one  particular,  however,  the  campaigns, 
described  in  this  letter,  differ  from  the  manner  in  which 
those  of  the  great  Frederick  were  conducted.  I think 
we  nowhere  read,  in  the  narrative  of  Frederick’s 
achievements,  of  his  taking  a position  to  cover  an  ene- 
my, or  a position  to  hold  an  ally  in  check.  These  refine- 
ments, in  the  science  of  tactics  and  of  war,  are  of  more 
recent  discovery. 

Mr.  President,  public  men  must  certainly  be  allowed 
to  change  their  opinions,  and  their  associations  when- 
ever they  see  fit.  No  one  doubts  this.  Men  may  have 
grown  wiser,  they  may  have  attained  to  better  and  more 
correct  views  of  great  public  subjects.  It  would  be  un- 
fortunate, if  there  were  any  code  which  should  oblige 
men,  in  public  or  private  life,  to  adhere  to  opinions 
once  entertained,  in  spite  of  experience  and  belter 
knowledge,  and  against  their  own  convictions  of  their 
erroneous  character.  Nevertheless,  sir,  it  must  be  ac- 
knowledged, that  what  appears  to  be  a sudden,  as  well 
as  a great  change,  naturally  produces  ashock.  I con- 
fess, for  one,  I was  shocked,  when  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman, at  the  last  session,  espoused  this  bill  of  the  ad- 
ministration. And  when  I first  read  this  letter  of  No- 
vember, and,  in  the  short  space  of  a column  and  a 
half,  ran  through  such  a succession  of  political  move- 
ments, all  terminating  in  placing  the  honorable  member 
in  the  ranks  of  our  opponents,  and  entitling  him  to 
take  his  seat,  as  he  has  done,  among  them,  if  not  at 
their  head,  I confess  I felt  still  greater  surprise.  All 
this  seemed  a good  deal  too  abrupt.  Sudden  move- 
ments of  the  affections,  whether  personal  or  political, 
are  a little  out  of  nature. 

Several  years  ago,  sir,  some  of  the  wots  of  England 
wrote  a mock  play,  intended  to  ridicule  the  unnatural 
and  false  feeling,  the  sentimentality , of  a certain  Ger- 
man school  of  literature-  In  this  play,  two  strangers 
are  brought  together  at  an  inn.  While  they  are  warm- 
ing themselves  at  the  fire,  and  before  their  acquaint- 
ance is  yet  five  minutes  old,  one  springs  up  and  ex- 
claims to  the  other,  “A  sudden  thought  strikes  me! 
Let  us  swear  an  eternal  friendship!” 

This  affectionate  offer  was  instantly  accepted,  and 
the  friendship  duly  sworn  unchangeable  and  eternal! 
Now,  sir,  how  long  this  eternal  friendship  lasted,  or  in 
what  manner  it  ended,  those  who  wish  to  know,  may 
learn  by  referring  to  the  play. 

But  it  seems  to  me,  sir,  that  the  honorable  member 
has  carried  his  political  sentimentality  a good  deal 
higher  than  the  flight  of  the  German  school;  for  he  ap- 
pears to  have  fallen  suddenly  in  love,  not  with  stran- 
gers!, but  with  opponents. 

Here  we  all  had  been,  sir,  contending  against  the 
progress  of  executive  power,  and  more  particularly,  and 
most  strenuously,  against  the  projects  and  experiments 
of  the  administration,  upon  the  currency.  The  honor- 
able member  stood  among  us,  not  only  as  an  associate, 
but  as  a leader.  We  thought  we  were  making  some 
headway.  The  people  appeared  to  be  coming  to  our 
support  and  our  assistance.  The  country  had  been 
roused;  eyery  successive  election  weakening  the 
strength  of  the  adversary,  and  increasing  our°own. 
We  were  in  this  career  of  success  carried  strongly  for- 
ward by  the  current  of  public  opinion,  and  only  needed 
to  hear  the  cheering  voice  of  the  honorable  member, 

“Once  more  unto  the  breach,  dear  friends,  once 
more!” 

and  we  should  have  prostrated,  forever,  this  anti-con- 
stitutional, anti-commercial,  anti-republican,  and  anti- 
American  policy  of  the  administration.  But,  instead 
of  these  encouraging  and  animating  accents,  behold! 


in  the  very  crisis  of  our  affairs,  on  the  very  eve  of vic- 
tory, the  honorable,  member  cries  out — to  the  enemy — 
not  to  us,  his  allies — but  to  the  enemy— “Holloa!  A 
sudden  thought  strikes  me!  I abandon  my  allies!  Now 
I think  ol  it,  they  have  always  been  my  oppressors!  I 
abandon  them,  and  now  let  you  and  me  swear  an  eter- 
nal friendship!”’ 

Such  a proposition,  from  such  a quarter,  sir,  was  not 
likely  to  be  long  withstood.  The  other  party  was  a lit- 
tle coy,  but,  upon  the  whole,  nothing  loath.  After 
proper  hesitation,  and  a little  decorous  blushing,  it  own- 
ed the  soft  impeachment,  admitted  an  equally-sudden 
sympathetic  impulse  on  its  own  side;  and,  since  few 
words  are  wanted  where  hearts  are  already  known,  the 
honorable  gentleman  takes  his  place  among  his  new 
friends,  amidst  greetings  and  caresses,  and  is  already 
enjoying  the  sweets  of  an  eternal  friendship. 

In  this  'letter,  Mr.  President,  the  writer  says,  in  sub- 
stance, that  he  saw,  at  the  commencement  of  the  last 
session,  that  affairs  had  reached  that  point,  when  he  and 
his  friends,  according  to  the  course  they  should  take 
would  reap  the  full  harvest  of  their  long  and  arduous 
struggle,  against  the  encroachments  and  abuses  of  the 
general  government,  or  lose  the  fruits  of  all  their 
labors. 

At  that  time,  he  says,  state  interposition  (viz.  nullifi- 
cation) had  overthrown  the  protecting  tariff  and  the 
American  system,  and  put  a stop  to  congressional 
usurpation;  that  he  had  previously  been  united  with  the 
national  republicans;  and  that  their  joint  attacks  had 
brought  down  the  power  of  the  executive;  but  that,  in 
joining  such  allies,  he  was  not.  insensible  to  the  embar- 
rassment of  his  position;  that,  with  them,  victory  itself 
was  dangerous;  and  that,  therefore,  he.  had  been  wait- 
ing for  events;  that  now,  (that  is  to  say,  in  September 
last,)  the  joint  attacks  of  the  allies  had  brought  down 
executive  power;  that  the  administration  had  become 
divested  of  power  and  influence,  and  that  it  had  be- 
come clear  that  the  combined  attacks  of  the  allied  forces 
would  utterly  overthrow  and  demolish  it.  All  this  he 
saw.  But  he  saw,  too,  as  he  says,  that  in  that  case  the 
victory  would  enure,  not  to  him  or  his  cause,  but  to  his 
allies  and  their  cause.  I do  not  mean  to  say  that  he 
spoke  of  personal  victories,  or  alluded  to  personal  ob- 
jects, at  ail.  He  spoke  of  his  cause. 

He  proceeds  to  say,  then,  that  never  was  there  be- 
fore, and  never,  probably,  will  there  be  again,  so  fair 
an  opportunity  for  himself  and  his  friends  to  carry  out 
their  own  principles  and  policy,  and  to  reap  the  fruits  of 
their  long  and  aduous  struggle.  These  principles  and 
this  policy,  sir,  be  it  remembered,  he  represents,  all 
along,  as  identified  with  the  principles  and  policy  of 
nullification-  And  he  makes  use  of  this  glorious  oppor- 
tunity, byrefusing  to  join  his  late  allies  in  any  further 
attack  on  those  in  power,  rallying  anew  the  old  state 
rights  party  to  hold  in  check  their  old  opponents,  the 
national  republican  party.  This,  he  says,  would  enable 
him  to  prevent  the  complete  ascendancy  of  his  allies, 
and  to  compel  the  southern  division  of  the  administra- 
tion party  to  occupy  the  ground  of  which  he  proposes 
to  take  possession,  to  wit,  the  ground  of  the  old  state- 
rights  party.  They  will  haye,  he  says,  no  other  alter- 
na'ive. 

Mr.  President,  stripped  of  its  military  language,  what 
is  the  amount  of  all  this,  but  that,  finding  the  adminis- 
tration weak,  and  likely  to  be  overthrown,  if  the  oppo- 
sition continued  with  undiminished  force,  he  went  over 
to  it,  to  join  it;  to  act,  himself,  upon  nullification  prin- 
ciples; and  to  compel  the  souritern  members  of  the  ad- 
ministration to  meet  king  on  those  principles? — in  other 
words,  to  make  a nullification  administration,  and  to 
take  such  part  in  it  as  should  belong  to  him  and  his 
friends.  He  confesses,  sir,  that  in  thus  abandoning  his 
allies,  and  taking  a position  to  cover  those  in  power,  he 
perceived  a shock  would  be  created,  which  would  re- 
quire some  degree  of  resolution  and  firmness.  In  this 
he  was  right.  A shock,  sir,  has  been  created;yet  there 
he  is. 

This  administration,  sir,  is  represented  as  succeeding 
to  the  last,  by  an  inheritance' of  principle.  It  professes 
to  tread  in  the  foot-steps  of  its  illustrious  predecessor. 
It  adopts,  generally,  the  sentiments,  principles,  and 
opinions,  of  general  Jackson — proclamation  and.  all: 
and  yet,  though  he  be  the  very  prince  of  nullifiers,  and 
but  lately  regarded  as  the  chiefest  of  sinners,  it  receives 
the  honorable  gentleman  with  the  utmost  complacency; 
to  all  appearance  the  delight  is  mutual;  they  find  him 
an  able  leader,  he  finds  them  complying  followers.  Rut, 
sir,  in  all  tliis  movement,  he  understands  himself.  He 
means  to  go  ahead,  and  to  take  them  along.  He  is  in 
the  engine-car;  he  controls  the  locomotive.  His  hand 
regulates  the  steam,  to  increase  or  retard  speed,  at  his 
own  discretion.  And  as  to  the  occupants  of  the  pas- 
senger-cars, sir,  they  are  as  happy  a set  of  gen  lemen  as 
one  might  desire  to  see,  of  a summer’s  day.  They  feel 
that  they  are  in  progress;  they  hope  they  shall  not  be 
run  off  tiie  track;  and  when  they  reach  the  end  of  their 
journey,  they  desire  to  be  thankful! 

The  /arduous  struggle  is  now  all  over.  Its  richest 
fruits  are  all  reaped;  nullification  embraces  the  sub- 
treasuries, and  oppression  and  usurpation  will  be  heard 
cf  no  more. 

On  the  broad  surface  of  the  country,  sir,  there  is  a 
spot  called  “the  hermitage.”  In  that  residence  is  an 
occupant  very  well  known,  and  not  a little  remarkable 
both  in  person  and  character.  Suppos  , sir,  the  occu- 
pant of  the  hermitage  were  now  to  open  that  door,  en- 
ter the  Senate,  walk  forward,  and  look  over  the  cham- 
ber to  the  seats  on  the  other  side.  Be  not  frightened  , 
gentlemen,  it  is  but  fancy’s  sketch.  Suppose  he  should 
thus  come  in  among  us,  sir,  and  see  into  whose  hands 
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has  fallen  (lie  chief  support  of  that  administration, 
which  was,  in  so  great  a degree,  appointed  by  himself, 
and  which  lie  fondly  relied  on  tomaintain  the  principles 
of  his  own.  If  gentlemen  were  now  to  see  his  steady 
military  step,  his  erect  posture,  his  compressed  lips,  his 
firmly  knitted  brow,  and  his  eye  full  of  fire,  I cannot 
help  thinking,  sir,  they  would  all  fed  somewhat  queer. 
There  would  be,  I imagine,  not  a little  awkward  mov- 
ing, and  shifting  in  their  seats.  They  would  expect 
soon  to  hear  the  roar  of  the  lion,  even  if  they  did  not 
feel  his  paw. 

I proceed,  sir,  to  the  speech  of  the  honorable  member, 
delivered  on  the  loth  of  February  last,  in  which  he  an- 
nounces propositions,  respecting  the  constitutional 
power  of  congress,  which,  if  they  can  be  maintained, 
must  necessarily  give  a new  direction  to  our  legislation, 
and  would  go  far  towards  showing  the  necessity  of  the 
present  bill. 

The  honorable  member,  sir,  insists  that  congress  has 
no  right  to  make  general  deposites  of  the  public  revenue 
in  banks;  and  he  denies,  too,  that  it  can  authorize  the 
reception  of  any  thing  but  gold  and  silver  in  the  pay- 
ment of  debts  and  dues  to  the  government. 

These  questions,  sir,  are  questions  of  magnitude,  cer- 
tainly, and  since  they  have  been  raised,  ought  to  be 
answered.  They  may  be  considered  together.  Allow 
me  in  the  first  place,  however,  to  clear  them  from  some 
extraneous  matter.  The  honorable  member  puts  the 
first  question  thus:  Have  we  the  right  to  make  depos- 
ites in  the  banks,  in  order  to  bestow  confidence  in 
them,  with  a view  to  enable  them  to  resume  specie  pay- 
ments? And,  by  way  of  illustration,  asks  the  further 
question,  whether  government  could  constitutionally 
bestow  on  individuals,  or  a private  association,  the  same 
advantages,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  pay  their  debts? 
But  this  I take  not  to  be  the  question.  The  true  in- 
quiry is,  may  not  congress  authorize  the  public  revenue, 
in  the  intervening  time  between  its  receipt  and  its  ex- 
penaiture,  to  be  deposited  in  banks,  for  the  general  pur- 
pose of  safe-keeping,  in  the  same  way  as  individuals 
deposite  their  own  money?  And  if  this  mode  of  safe- 
keeping be  attended  with  incidental  advantages,  of 
considerable  importance  to  the  community,  is  not  that 
a reason  which  may  properly  govern  the  discretion  of 
congress  in  the  case?  To  benefit  the  banks,  or  to  bene- 
fit i he  community,  is,  in  this  case,  not  the  main  object; 
it  is  only  the  incident;  and  as  to  the  case  put  for  illus- 
tration, it  would  not.be  expected  ol  congress,  certain- 
ly, to  make  deposites  with  individuals  with  a view 
principally,  of  enabling  such  individuals  to  pay  their 
debts:  it  might,  nevertheless,  be  very  competent  to  con- 
gress, in  some  cases,  and  a very  proper  exercise  of  its 
power,  to  deposite  money,  even  with  individuals,  in 
such  manner  ns  that  it  might  be  advantageous  to  the 
depositary.  This  incidental  or  consequential  advan- 
tage results,  often,  from  the  nature  of  the  transaction, 
and  is  inseparable  from  it.  It  may  always  be  enjoyed, 
more  or  less,  by  any  one,  who  holds  public  money  for 
disbursement.  In  order  to  the  necessary  exercise  of  any 
of  its  powers,  government  doubtless  may  make  con- 
tracts with  banks  or  other  corporations  as  well  as  with 
individuals.  If  it  has  occasion  to  buy  bills  of  exchange, 
it  may  buy  them  of  banks.  If  it  lias  stock  or  treasury 
notes  to  sell,  it  may  sell  to  banks,  as  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  has  lately  proposed.  It  may  employ  banks, 
therefore,  at  its  discretion,  for  the  keeping  of  the  pub- 
lic moneys,  as  those  moneys  must  be  kept  somewhere. 
If  car.  no  more  need  a specific  grant  of  power  in  the 
constitution  for  such  a purpose,  than  one  merchant,  be- 
coming agent  for  another  to  receive  and  pay  out  mo- 
ney, would  need  a particular  clause  in  bis  authority, 
enabling  him  to  use  banks  for  these  purposes  as  other 
persons  use  them.  No  question  has  ever  been  raised  in 
this  government  about  the  power  of  congress  to  author- 
ize such  deposites.  Mr.  Madison,  in  opposing  the  first 
bank  charter  in  1791,  argued,  strenuously,  that  a bank 
of  the  United  States  was  not  necessary  to  government 
as  a depository  of  the  public  moneys,  because,  he  in- 
sisted, its  use  could  be  supplied  by  other  banks.  This 
sufficiently  shows  his  opinion.  And  in  1800,  congress 
made  it  tire  duty  of  the  collectors  of  customs  to  de- 
posite  bonds  for  duties  in  the  bank  and  its  branches  for 
collection. 

When  the  charter  of  the  first  bank  expired,  in  1811, 
almost  every  gentleman  who  opposed  its  renewal  con- 
tended that  it  was  not  necessary  for  the  purpose  of 
holding  deposites  of  revenue,  because  s ate  banks 
could  answer  all  such  purposes  equally  well.  A strong 
and  prevailing  tone  of  argument  runs  through  ail  the 
speeches  on  that  occasion,  lending  to  this  conclusion, 
viz.  that  government  may  derive  from  state  banks  all 
the  benefit  which  a bank  of  the  Uni'ed  States  could 
render.  In  1S16,  when  the  charter  of  the  last  bank  was 
granted,  it  contained,  as  originally  presented,  no  pro- 
vision for  making  the  public  deposites  in  the  bank.  The 
bill  was  probably  drawn,  in  this  particular,  from  the 
model  of  the  first  charter,  in  which  no  such  clause  was 
contained,  without  adverting  to  the  law  of  1300;  hut  a 
section  was  introduced,  on  my  motion,  making  it  the 
duty  of  collectors  to  deposite  the  public  moneys  in  the 
bank  and  its  branches.  It  was  tins  section  of  the  .law 
which  some  of  us  thought  was  violated  by  the  removal 
of  the  deposites.  The  main  object  of  the  deposite  bill 
of  183G,  as  we  know,  tvas  to  regulate  deposites  of  the 
public  money  with  the  state  banks;  so  that,  from  the 
commencement  of  the  government  to  the  present  time, 
nobody  has  thought  of  making  any  question  of  the  con- 
stitutional power  of  congress  to  make  such  arrange- 
ments. 

The  gentleman’s  other  proposition,  and  which  he 
lays  down  with  still  more  confidence  and  emphasis,  is, 


that  congress  cannot,  constitutionally,  authorize  the 
receipt  of  bank  notes,  though  they  be  notes  of  specie- 
paying banks,  in  payment  of  debts  to  government;  be- 
cause, he  says,  that  would  make  them  money;  and  if 
we  make  them  money,  then  are  we  bound  to  control 
and  regulate  that,  money.  Most  certainly,  sir,  I agree 
with  the  honorable  member,  that  when  bank  notes  be- 
come money,  we  are  bound  to  control  and  regulate 
them.  I thank  him  for  this  admission;  since  it  goes  a 
great  way  to  support  that  proposition,  for  which  I have 
been  contending.  That  bank  notes  have  become  mo- 
ney in  fact,  that  they  answer  the  uses  of  money,  that, 
in  many  respects,  the  law  treats  them  as  money,  is  cer- 
tain. Why,  then,  are  we  not  already  bound  to  control 
and  regulate  them?  The  gentleman  will  say,  because 
we  have  not,  ourselves,  made  them  money.  But  is  that 
any  answer?  If  they  have  become  money  in  fact,  they 
require  the  same  regulation,  and  we  have  the  same 
authority  to  bestow  it,  as  if  they  had  acquired  that 
character  by  any  acts  of  our  own:  because  our  power 
is  general;  it  is  to  take  care  of  the  money  of  the  coun- 
try, and  to  regulate  all  the  great  concerns  of  commerce. 

But  let  us  see  how  this  opinion  of  the  honorable 
member  stands  upon  the  authorities  in  our  own  his- 
tory. 

When  the  first  bank  was  established,  the  right  of 
congress  to  create  such  a corporation  was,  as  we  all 
know,  very  much  disputed.  Large  majorities,  how- 
ever, in  bolh  houses,  were  of  opinion  that  the  right  ex- 
isted, and  they  therefore  granted  the  charter;  and  in 
this  charter  there  was  an  express  provision  that  the 
bills  of  the  bank  should  be  receivable  in  all  payments 
to  government.  Those  who  opposed  the  bank  did  not 
object  to  this  clause:  on  the  contrary,  they  went'  even 
much  farther;  and  Mr  Madison  expressly  insisted  that 
congress  might  grant  or  refuse,  to  state  banks,  the 
privilege  of  having  their  notes  received  in  revenue.  In 
1791,  therefore,  men  of  all  parties  supposed  that  con- 
gress, in  its  discretion,  might  aulhorize  the  receipt  of 
bank  notes.  The  same  principle  was  incorporated  into 
tlie  bank  charter  of  1816:  indeed,  it  was  in  the  bill 
which  the  gentleman  himself  reported;  and  it  passed 
without  objection  from  any  quar  er.  But  this  is  not  all. 
Mt.  President,  let  us  look  into  the  proceedings  of  the 
session  of  1315— ’16,  a little  more  closely.  At  the  com- 
mencement of  that  session,  Mr.  Madison  drew  our  at- 
tention to  the  state  of  the  currency;  by  which  he  meant 
the  paper  currency  of  the  country,  which  was  then 
very  much  disordered,  as  the  banks  had  suspended 
specie  payment  during  the  war,  and  had  not  resumed. 
Early  in  the  progress  of  the  session,  the  honorable 
member  from  South  Carolina  moved  that  this  part  of 
the  message  should  be  referred  to  a select  committee. 
It  was  so  ordered.  The  committee  was  raised,  and 
the  honorable  gentleman  placed  at  its  head.  As  chair- 
man of  the  committee,  he  introduced  the  bank  bill,  ex- 
plained it,  defended  it,  and  carried  it  triumphantly 
through  the  house,  having  in  it  the  provision  which  I 
have  before  mentioned. 

But  there  is  something  more.  At  the  same  session 
the  gentleman  introduced  the  hill  for  the  further  col- 
lection of  the  revenue,  to  which  I have  already  refer- 
red, and  in  which  bill  he  carried  the  receivahilily  of 
bank  notes  much  further,  and  provided  that  notes  of 
any  bank  or  bankers  which  were  payable  and  paid,  on  de- 
mand,in  specie,  might  be  allowed  and  accepted  in  all  pay- 
ments to  the  United  States.  So  that  ihe  honorable  gen- 
tleman himself  drew,  with  his  own  pen,  the  very  first 
legal  enactment  in  the  history  of  this  government,  by 
which  it  was  provided  that  the  notes  of  stale  banks 
should  be  considered  and  treated  as  money  at.  the 
treasury.  Still  further,  sir.  The  bill  containing  this 
provision  did  not  pass  the  house;  and  as  I deemed  some 
provision  necessary,  indispensably  necessary,  for  t he 
state  of  things  then  existing,  I introduced,  I think,  the 
very  next  day  after  the  failure  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
man’s bill,  three  resolutions.  The  two  first  were  mere- 
ly declaratory,  asserting  that  all  duties,  taxes,  and  im- 
posts, ought  to  he  uniform,  and  that  the  revenues  of  the 
United  States  ought  to  he  collected  and  received  in  the 
legal  currency,  or  in  treasury  notes,  o-  the  notes  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  as  by  law  provided.  These 
two  resolutions  I agreed  to  waive,  as  it  was  thought 
they  were  not  essential,  and  that  they  might  imply  some 
degree  of  censure  upon  past  transactions.  The  third 
resolution  was  in  these  words: 

“And  resolved,  further,  That  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  he,  and  he  hereby  is,  required  and  directed  to 
adopt  such  measures  as  he  may  deem  necessary  to 
cause,  as  soon  as  may  be,  ail  duties,  taxes,  debts,  or 
sums  of  money  accruing  or  becoming  payable  to  the 
United  States,  to  be  collected  and  paid  in  the  legal  cur- 
rency of  the  United  States,  or  treasury  notes,  or  notes 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  as  aforesaid;  and 
that  from  and  after  the  1st  day  of  February  next,  no 
such  duties,  taxes,  debts,  or  sums  of  money  accruing 
or  becoming  payable  to  the  Lhiited  States  as  aforesaid, 
ought  to  be  collected  or  received  otherwise  than  in  the 
legal  currency  of  the  United  States,  or  treasury  no  es, 
or  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  as  afore- 
said.” 

The  senate  will  perceive  that,  in  this  resolution  of 
mine,  there  was  no  provision  whatever  for  receiving 
bank  notes,  except  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
according  to  its  charter.  Well,  what  happened  there- 
on? Why,  sir,  if  you  look  into  the  National  Intelli- 
gencer of  a succeeding  day,  you  will  find  it  stated, 
that  Mr.  Calhoun  moved  to  amend  Mr.  Webster’s  re- 
solution by  “ extending  its  provisions  to  the  notes  of  all 
banks  which  should,  at  the  time  specified  therein, pay  their 
notes  in  specie  on  demand .” 


This  amendment  was  opposed,  and  for  a lime  de- 
feated: but  it  was  renewed,  and  finally  prevailed.  It 
was  incorporated  into  the  resolution,  became  part  of 
the  law  ol  the  land,  and  so  remains  at  this  very  mo- 
ment. Sir,  may  I not  now  say  to  the  honorable  mem- 
ber, that  it  the  constitution  of  the  country  has  been 
violated  by  treating  bank  notes  as  money — ‘'Them  art 
the  man!” 

How  is  it  possible,  sir,  the  gentleman  could  so  far 
forget  his  own  agency  in  these  most  important  transac- 
tions, as  to  stand  up  here,  the  other  day,  and  with  an 
air  not  only  of  confidence,  hut  of  defiance,  say:  “But 
I take  a still  higher  ground;  I strike  at  the  root  of  the 
mischief.  I deny  the  right  of  this  government  to  treat 
hank  notes  as  money  in  ns  fiscal  transactions.  On  this 
great  question  I never  have  before  committed  myself, 
though  not  generally  disposed  to  abstain  from  forming 
or  expressing  opinions.’’  . 

1 will  only  add,  sir,  that  this  reception  and  payment 
of  hank  notes  was  expressly  recognised  by  the  act  of 
tlie  14th  April,  1836;  by  the  deposite  act  of  June  of  that 
year,  and  by  the  hill  which  passed  both  houses  in  1837, 
but  which  the  president  did  neither  approve  nor  return. 
In  all  these  acts,  so  far  as  I know,  the  honorable  mem- 
ber from  South  Carolina  himself  concurred. 

So  much  for  authority. 

But  now,  sir,  what  is  the  principle  of  construction 
upon  which  tlie  gentleman  relies  to  sustain  his  doc- 
trine? “The  genius  of  our  constitution,”  he  says,  “is 
opposed  to  the  assumption  of  power.”  This  "is  un- 
doubtedly true:  no  one  can  deny  it.  But  he  adds, 
“whatever  power  it  gives,  is  expressly  granted.” 

But  I think,  sir,  this  by  no  mea-ns  follows  from  the 
first  proposition,  and  cannot  be  maintained.  It  is  doubt- 
less true  that  no  power  is  to  be  assumed;  but  then  pow- 
ers may  he  inferred,  or  necessarily  implied.  It  is  not  a 
question  ot  assumption,  it  is  a question  of  fair,  just, 
and  reasonable  inference.  To  hold  that  no  power  is 
granted,  and  no  means  authorized,  hut  such  as  are 
granted  or  authorized  by  express  words,  would  be  to 
establish  a decline  that  would  put  an  end  to  the  gov- 
ernment. It  could  not  last  through  a single  session  of 
congress.  If  such  opinions  had  prevailed  in  the  be- 
ginning, it  never  could  have  been  put  in  motion,  and 
would  not  have  drawn  its  first  breath.  My  friend,  near 
me,  from  Delaware,  has  gone  so  fully  and  so  ably  into 
this  part  of  the  subject,  that  it  has  become  quite  unne- 
cessary for  me  to  pursue  it.  Where  the  constitution 
confers  on  congress  a general  power,  or  imposes  a 
general  duiy,  all  other  powers  necessary  for  the  exer- 
cise ol  that  general  power,  and  for  fulfilling  that  duly, 
are  implied,  so  far  as  there  is  no  prohibition.  We  act 
every  day  upon  this  principle,  and  could  not  carry  on 
the  government  without  its  aid.  Under  the  power  to 
coin  money,  we  build  expensive  mints — fill  them  with 
officers — punish  such  officers  for  embezzlement — buy 
bullion — and  exercise  various  oilier  acts  of  power. 

The  .constitution  says  that  the  judicial  power  of  the 
United  States  shall  be  vested  in  certain  courts.  Under 
this  general  authority  we  not  only  establish  such  courts, 
but  protect  their  records  by  penalties  againsi  forgery, 
and  the  purity  of  their  administration  by  punistiing 
perjuries. 

Tne  department  of  the  post  office  is  another,  and 
signal  instance,  ol  the  extent  and  necessity  of  implied 
powers.  Tlie  whole  authority  of  congress  over  this 
subject  is  expressed  in  very  few  words;  they  are  mere- 
ly “to  establish  post  offices  and  pust  roads.”  Under 
this  short  and  general  grant,  laws  of  congress  have 
been  extended  to  a great  variety  of  very  important  en- 
actments, without  tlie-  specific  grant  of  any  power 
whatever,  as  any  one  may  see  who  will  look  over  the 
post  office  laws.  In  these  laws,  among  other  provi- 
sions, penalties  are  enacted  against  a great  number  of 
offences;  thus  deducting  the  highest  exercise  of  crimi- 
nal jurisdiction,  by  reasonable  and  necessary  inference, 
from  the  general  authority.  But  I forbear  from  travers- 
ing a field  already  so  fully  explored. 

There  are  one  or  two  other  remarks,  sir,  in  the  gen- 
tleman’s speech,  which  I must  not  entirely  omit  to  no- 
tice. 

In  speaking  of  the  beneficial  effects  of  this  measure, 
one,  lie  says,  would  be,  tiiat  “the  weight  of  the  banks 
would  he  taken  from  the  side  of  the  tax-consumers, 
where  it  has  been,  from  the  commencement  of  the 
government,  and  placed  on  the  side  of  the  tax-payers. 
This  great  division  of  the  community  necessarily  grow's 
out  of  the  fiscal  action  of  the  government.” 

Sir,  I utterly  deny  that  there  is  the  least  foundation, 
in  fact,  for  this  distinction.  It  is  an  odious  distinction, 
calculated  to  inspire  envy  and  hatred;  and  being,  as  I 
th.nk  wholly  groundless  its  suggestion,  and  the  en- 
deavor to  maintain  it,  ought  to  be  resisted,  aud  repelled. 
We  are  all  tax-payers,  in  the  United  S.ates,  who  use 
articles  on  which  imposts  are  laid;  and  who  is  there 
that  is  excused  from  this  tax,  or  does  not  pay  his  proper 
part  of  it,  according  to  his  consumption?  Certainly  no 
one. 

On  the  other  hand,  who  are  the  tax-consumers? — 
Clearly,  the  army,  the  navy,  the  laborers  on  public 
works,  and  other  persons  in  government  employment. 
But  even  these  are  not  idle  consumers;  they  are  agents 
of  the  government  and  of  'lie  people.  Pensioners  may 
he  considered  as  persons  who  enjoy  benefit  from  the 
public  taxes  of  the  country,  without  rendering  present 
service  in  return;  but  the  legal  provision  for  them  stands 
on  the  ground  of  previous  merits,  which  none  deny. 
If  we  had  a vast  national  debt,  the  annual  interest  ot 
which  was  a charge  upon  the  country,  the  holders  ot 
this  debt  might  be  considered  as  tax-consumers.  But 
we  have  no  such  debt.  If  the  distinction,  therefore. 
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which  the  gentleman  states  exists  anywhere,  most  cer- 
taintly  it  does  not  exist  here.  And  I cannot  but  ex- 
ceedingly regret  that  sentiments  and  opinions  should 
be  expressed3 here,  having  so  little  foundation,  and  yet 
so  well  calculated  to  spread  prejudice  and  dislike,  tar 
and  wide,  against  the  government  and  institutions  of 
the  country.  . , , , 

But,  sir,  I have  extended  these  remarks  already  to  a 
length  for  which  I find  no  justification  but  in  my  pro- 
found conviction  of  the  importance  of  this  crisis  in  our 
national  atfairs.  We  are,  as  it  seems  to  me,  about  to 
rush  madly  from  our  proper  spheres. ^ We  are  to  relin- 
quish the  performance  of  our  own  incumbent  duties; 
to  abandon  the  exercise  of  essential  powers,  confided 
by  the  cons  i union  to  our  hands,  for  the  good  of  the 
country.  This  was  my  opinion  in  September  it  is  iny 
opinion  now.  What  we  propose  to  do.  and  what  we 
omit  to  do,  are,  in  my  judgment,  likely  to  make  a fear- 
ful perhaps  a fatal,  inroad  upon  the  unity  of  commerce 
between  these  states,  as  well  as  to  embarrass  and 
harass  the  employments  of  the  people,  and  to  prolong 
the  existing  evils.  - . ' 

Sir,  whatever  we  may  think  of  it  now.  the  constitu- 
tion had  its  immediate  origin  in  the  conviction  of  the 
necessity  for  this  uniformity,  or  identity,  in  commercial 
regulations. 

The  whole  history  of  the  country,  of  every  year  and 
every  month,  from  the  close  of  the  war  of  me  revolu- 
tion to  173 J,  proves  this.  Over  whatever  other  inter- 
ests it  was  made  to  extend,  and  whatever  oiher  bless- 
ings it  now  does,  or  hereafter  may,  confer  on  the  mil- 
lions of  free  citizens  who  do  or  shall  live  under  its  pro- 
tection; even  though  in  time  to  come,  it  should  raise  a 
pyramid  of  power  and  grandeur,  whose  apex  should 
look  down,  on  the  loftiest  political  structures  ol  other 
nations  and  other  ages,  it  will  yet  be  true,  that  it 
was  itself  the  child  of  pressing  commercial  neces- 
sity. Unity  and  identity  of  commerce  among  all  the 
states  was  its  seminal  principle.  It  had  been  found 
absolutely  impossible  to  excite  or  foster  enterprise  in 
trade,  under  the  influence  of  discordant  and  jarring 
state  regulations.  The  country  was  losing  all  the  ad- 
vantages of  its  position.  The  revolution  itself  was  be- 
ginning to  be  regarded  as  a doubtful  blessing.  The 
ocean  before  us  was  a barren  waste.  No  American 
canvass  whitened  its  bosom — no  keels  of  ours  ploughed 
its  waters.  The  journals  of  the  congress  of  the  confe- 
deration show  the  most  constant,  unceasing,  unwearied, 
but  always  unsuccessful  appeals  to  the  states  and  the 
people,  to  renovate  the  system,  to  infuse  into  that  con- 
federation at  once  a spirit  of  union  and  a spirit  of  ac- 
tivity, by  conferring  on  congress  the  power  over  trade. 
By  nothing  but  the  peiception  of  its  indispensable  ne- 
cessity—by  nothing  but  their  consciousness  of  suffering 
from  its  want,  were  the  states  and  the  people  brought, 
and  brought  by  slow  degrees,  to  invest  this  power,  in  a 
permanent  ana  competent  government. 

Sir,  hearken  to  the  fervent  language  of  the  old  con- 
gress in  July,  1785,  in  a letter  addressed  to  the  states, 
prepared  by  Mr.  Monroe,  Mr.  King,  and  other  great 
names,  now  transferred  fr,  m the  lists  of  living  men,  to 
the  records  which  carry  down  the  fame  of  the  distin- 
guished dead.  The  proposition  before  them,  the  great 
objects  to  which  they  so  solicitously  endeavored  to  draw 
the  attention  of  the  states,  was  this,  viz:  that  “the 
United  States,  in  congress  assembled,  should  have  the 
sole  and  exclusive  right  of  regulating  the  trade  ol  the 
states,  as  well  vvith  foreign  nations  as  with  each  other.’ 
This,  they  say,  is  urged  upon  the  states  by  every  const- 
deration  of  local  as  well  as  of  federal  policy;  and  they 
beseech  them  to  agree  to  it,  if  they  wish  to  promote  the 
strength  of  the  union,  and  to  connect  it  by  the  strong- 
est ties  of  interest  and  affection.  This  was  in  July, 
1735. 

In  the  same  spirit,  and  for  the  same  end,  was  that 
most  important  resolution  which  was  adopted  in  the 
house  of  delegates  of  Virginia,  on  the  21st  day  of  the 
fo’lowing  January.  Sir,  I read  the  resolution  entire. 

“ Resolved , That  Edmund  RaiMolph,  and  others  be 
appointed  commissioners,  who,  or  any  five  of  whom, 
shall  meet  such  commissioners  as  may  be  appointed  by 
the  other  stales  in  the  union,  at  a time  and  place  to  be 
agreed  on,  to  take  into  consideration  the  trade  of  the 
United  States;  to  examine  the  relative  situations  and 
trade  of  the  said  states;  to  consider  how  far  a uniform 
system  in  their  commercial  regulations  may  be  neces- 
sary to  their  common  interest  and  their  permanent  har- 
mony, and  to  report  to  the  several  states  such  an  act 
relative  to  this  great  object,  as,  when  unanimously  rati- 
fied by  them,  will  enable  the  United  States,  in  congress 
assembled,  effectually  to  provide  for  the  same:  that  the 
said  commissioners  shall  immediately  transmit  to  the 
several  states,  copies  of  the  preceding  resolution,  with  a 
circular  letter  requesting  their  concurrence  therein  and 
proposing  a rime  and  place  for  the  meeting  aforesaid.” 

Here,  sir,  let  us  pause.  Let  us  linger,  at  the  waters  of 
this  original  fountain.  Let  us  comtemplate  this,  the 
first  step,  in  that  series  of  proceedings,  so  full  of  great 
events  to  us  and  the  world.  Notwithstanding  the  em- 
barrassment and  distress  of  the  country,  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  old  congress  had  not  been  complied 
with.  Every  attempt  to  bring  the  state  legislatures  into 
any  harmony  of  action,  or  any  pursuit  of  a common 
object,  had  signally  and  disastrously  failed.  The  exi- 
gency of  the  case  called  for  a new  movement;  for  a 
more  direct  and  powerful  attempt  to  bring  the  good 
sense  and  patriotism  of  the  country  into  action  upon 
the  crisis.  A solemn  assembly  was  therefore  proposed 
- — a general  convention  of  delegates  from  all  the  states. 
And  now,  sir,  what  was  the  exigency?  What  was  this 
crisis?  Look  at  the  resolution  itself;  there  is  not  an 


idea  in  it  but  trade.  Commerce!  commerce!  is  the  be- 
ginning and  end  of  it.  The  subject  to  be  considered 
and  examined  was  “the  relative  situation  of  the  trade 
of  the  states;”  and  the  object  to  be  obtained  was  the 
“establishment  of  a uniform  system  in  their  commer- 
cial regulations,  as  necessary  to  the  common  interest 
and  their  permanent  harmony.’’  This  is  all.  And,  sir, 
by  the  adoption  of  this  ever-memorable  resolution,  the 
house  of  delegates  of  Virginia,  on  the  21st  day  of  Janu- 
ary, 1736,  performed  the  first  act  in  the  train  of  mea- 
sures which  resulted  in  that  constitution,  under  the  au- 
thority of  which  you  now  sit  in  that  chair,  and  I have 
now  the  honor  of  addressing  the  members  of  this  body. 

Mr.  President,  I am  a northern  man.  I am  attach- 
ed to  one  of  the  States  of  the  north,  by  the  ties  of  birth 
and  parentage,  education,  and  the  associations  of  early 
life;  and  by  sincere  gratitude  for  proofs  of  public  confi- 
dence early  bestowed.  I am  bound  to  another  north- 
ern state  by  adoption,  by  long  residence,  by  all  the 
cords  of  social  and  domestic  life,  and  by  an  attachment 
and  regard,  springing  from  her  manifestations  of 
approbation  and  favor,  which  grapple  me  to  her  with 
hooks  of  steel.  And  yet,  sir,  with  tllb  same  sincertty 
of  respect,  the  same  deep  gratitude,  the  same  rever- 
ence, and  hearty  good  will,  with  which  I would  pay  a 
similar  tribute  to  either  of  these  states,  do  I here  ac- 
knowledge the  commonwealth  of  Virginia  to  be  enti- 
tled to  the  honor  of  commencing  the  work  of  estab- 
lishing this  constitution.  The  honor  is  hers,  let  her 
enjoy  it;  let  her  forever  wear  it  proudly;  there  is  not  a 
brighter  jewel  in  the  tiara  that  adorns  her  brow.  Let 
this  resolution  stand,  illustrating  her  records,  and  bla- 
zoning her  name  through  all  time! 

The  meeting,  sir,  proposed  by  the  resolution  was 
holden.  It  took  place,  as  all  know,  in  Annapolis,  in 
May  of  the  same  year;  but  it  was  thinly  attended,  and 
its  members,  very  wisely,  adopted  measures  to  bring 
about  a fuller  and  more  general  convention.  Their 
letter  to  the  states  on  this  occasion  is  full  of  instruction. 
It  shows  their  sense  of  the  unfortunate  condition  of  the 
country.  In  their  meditations  on  the  subject,  they  saw 
the  extent  to  which  the  commercial  power  must  neces- 
sarily extend.  The  sagacity  of  Nevv  Jersey  had  led 
her,  in  agreeing  to  the  original  proposition  of  Virginia, 
to  enlarge  the  object  of  the  appointment  of  commis- 
sioners, so  as  to  embrace  not  only  commercial  regula- 
tions, but  other  important  matters.  This  suggestion  the 
commissioners  adopted,  because  they  thought,  as  they 
inform  us;  “that  the  po  wer  of  regulating  trade  is  of  such 
comprehensive  extent,  and  wiU  enter  so  far  into  the 
general  system  ol  the  federal  government,  t'  at  to  give 
it  efficacy,  and  to  obviate  questions  and  doubts  con- 
cerning its  precise  nature  and  limits,  might  require  a 
corresponding  adjustment  of  other  parts  of  the  federal 
system.”  Here  you  see,  sir,  that  other  powers,  such  as 
arc  now  in  the  constitution,  were  expected  to  branch 
out  of  the  necessary  commercial  power;  and,  there- 
fore, the  letter  of  the  commissioners  concludes  with  re- 
commending a general  convention,  “to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  whole  situation  of  the  United  States,  and 
to  devise  such  further  provisions  as  should  appear  lie- 
necessary  to  render  the  constitution  of  the  federal 
government  adequate  to  the  exigencies  of  ihe  union.” 

The  result  of  that  convention  was  the  present  consti- 
tution. And  yet  in  the  midst  of  all  this  flood  or  light, 
respecting  its  original  objects  and  purposes,  and  with 
all  the  adequate  powers  which  it  confers,  we  abandon 
the  commerce  of  the  country,  we  betray  its  interests, 
we  turn  ourselves  away  from  its  most  crying  necessi- 
ties. Sir,  it  will  be~a  fact,  stamped  in  deep  and  dark 
lines  upon  our  annals;  it  will  be  a truth,  which  in  all 
time  can  never  be  denied  or  evaded,  that  if  this  constitu- 
tion shall  not,  now  and  Hereafter,  be  so  administered  as 
to  maintain  a uniform  system  in  all  matters  of  trade;  if 
it  shall  not  protect  and  regulate  the  commerce  of  the 
country,  in  all  its  great  interests,  in  its  foreign  inter- 
course, in  its  domestic  intercourse,  in  its  navigation,  in 
its  currency,  in  every  thing  which  fairly  belongs  to  the 
whole  idea  of  commerce,  either  as  an  end,  an  agent, 
or  an  instrument,  then  that  constitution  will  have  failed, 
utterly  failed  to  accomplish  the  precise,  distinct,  origin- 
al object,  in  which  it  had  its  being. 

In  matters  of  trade,  we  were  no  longer  to  be  Geor- 
gians, Virginians,  Pennsylvanians,  or  Massachusetts 
men.  We  were  to  have  but  one  commerce,  and  that 
the  commerce  of  the  United  States.  There  were  not 
to  be  separate  flags,  waving  over  separate  commercial 
systems.  There  was  to  be  one  flag,  the  e pluribus 
unum;  and  toward  that  was  to  be  that  rally  of  united 
interests  and  affections,  which  our  fathers  had  so  ear- 
nestly invoked. 

Mr.  President,  this  unity  of  commercial  regulation  is, 
in  my  opinion,  indispensable  to  the  safety  of  the  union 
of  the  states  themselves.  In  peace  it  is  its  strongest  tie. 
I care  not,  sir,  on  what  side,  or  in  which  of  its  branches, 
it  may  be  attacked.  Every  successful  attack  upon  it, 
made  anywhere,  weakens  the  whole,  and  renders  the 
next  assault  easier  and  more  dangerous,  Any  denial 
of  its  just  powers  is  an  attack  upon  it.  We  attack  it, 
most  fiercely  attack  if,  whenever  we  say  we  will  not 
exercise  the  powers  which  it  enjoins.  If  the  court  had 
yielded  to  the  .pretensions  of  respectable  states  upon 
the  subject  of  steam  navigation,  and  to  the  retaliatory 
proceedings  of  other  states;  if  retreat  and  excuse,  and 
disavowal  of  power  had  been  prevailing  sentiments 
then,  in  what  condition,  at  this  moment,  let  me  ask, 
would  the  steam  navigation  of  the  country  be  found  ? 
To  us,  sir,  to  us,  his  countrymen,  to  us,  who  feel  so  much 
admiration  for  his  genius,  and  so  much  gratitude  for 
his  services,  Fulton  would  have  lived  almost  iu  vain. 


State  grants  and  state  exclusions  would  have  covered 
over  all  our  waters. 

Sir,  it  is  in  the  nature  of  such  things,  that  the  first 
violation,  or  the  first  departure  from  true  principles, 
draws  more  important  violations  or  departures  after  it; 
and  the  first  surrender  of  just  authority  will  be  followed 
by  others  more  to  be  deplored.  If  commerce  be  a unit, 
to  break  it  in  any  one  part,  is  to  decree  its  ultimate  dis- 
memberment in  all.  If  there  be  made  a first  chasm, 
though  it  be  small,  through  that  the  whole  wild  ocean 
will  pour  in,  and  we  may  then  throw  up  embankments 
in  vain. 

Sir,  the  spirit  of  union  is  particularly  liable  to  tempta- 
tion and  seduction,  in  moments  of  peace  and  pros- 
perity. In  war,  this  spirit  is  strengthened  by  a sense  of 
common  danger,  and  by  a thousand  recollections  of 
ancient  efforts  and  ancient  glory  in  a common  cause. 
In  the  calms  of  a long  peace,  and  the  absence  ol  all  ap- 
parent causes  of  alarm,  things  near  gain  an  ascenden- 
cy over  things  remote.  Local  interests  and  feelings 
overshadow  national  sentiments.  Our  attention,  our 
regard,  and  our  attachment,  are  every  moment  solicit- 
ed^ to  what  touches  us  closest,  and  we  feel  less  and  less 
the  attraction  of  a distant  orb.  Such  tendencies,  we 
are  bound  by  true  patriotism,  and  by  our  love  of  union, 
to  resist.  This  is  our  duty;  and  the  moment,  in  my 
judgment,  has  arrived  when  that  duty  is  summoned  to 
action.  We  hear,  every  day,  sentiments  and  argu- 
ments, which  would  become  a meeting  of  envoys,  em- 
ployed by  separate  governments,  more  than  they  be- 
come the  common  legislature  of  a united  country. 
Constant  appeals  are  made  to  local  interests,  to  geo- 
graphical distinctions,  and  to  the  policy  and  the  pride 
of  particular  states.  It  would  sometimes  appear  that 
it  was,  or  as  if  it  were,  a settled  purpose,  to  convince 
the  people  that  our  union  is  nothing  but  a jumble  of 
different  and  discordant  interests,  which  must,  ere  long, 
be  all  returned  to  their  original  state  of  separate  exis- 
tence ; as  if,  therefore,  it  was  of  >io  great  value  while  it 
should  last,  and  it  was  not  likely  to  last  long.  The 
processs  of  disintegration  begins,  by  urging  the  fact  of 
different  interests. 

Sir,  is  not  the  end  obvious,  to  which  all  this  leads  us? 
Who  does  not  see  that,  if  convictions  of  this  kind  take 
possession  of  the  public  mind,  our  union  can  hereafter 
be  nothing,  while  it  remains,  but  a connexion  without 
harmony;  a bond  without  affection;  a theatre  for  the 
angry  contests  of  local  leelings,  local  objects,  and  local 
jealousies?  Even  while  it  continues  to  exist,  in  name, 
it  may,  by  these  means,  become  nothing  but  the  mere 
form  of  a united  government.  My  children,  and  the 
children  of  those  who  sit  around  me,  may  meet,  per- 
haps, in  this  chamber,  in  the  next  generation;  but  if 
tendencies,  now  blit  too  obvious,  be  not  checked,  they 
will  meet  as  strangers  and  aliens.  They  will  feel  no 
sense  of  common  interest  or  common  country:  they 
will  cherish  no  common  object  of  patriotic  love.  If  the 
same  Saxon  language  shall  fall  from  their  lips,  it  may 
be  the  chief  proof  that  they  belong  to  the  same  nation. 
Its  vital  principle  exhausted  and  gone,  its  power  of 
doing  good  terminated,  now  productive  only  of  strife 
and  contention,  and  no  longer  sustained  by  a sense  of 
common  interest,  the  union  itself  must  ultimately  full, 
dishonored  and  unlamented. 

The  honorable  member  from  Carolina  himself,  habi- 
tually indulges  in.cliarges  of  usurpation  and  oppression 
against  the  government  of  his  country.  He  daily  de- 
nounces its  important  measures,  in  the  language  in 
which  our  revolutionary  fathers  spoke  of  the  oppressions 
of  the  mother  country.  Not  merely  against  executive 
usurpation,  either  real  or  supposed,  does  he  utter  these 
sentiments,  but  against  laws  of  congress,  laws  passed 
by  large  majorities,  laws  sanctioned,  for  a course  of 
years,  by  the  people.  These  laws  he  proclaims,  every 
hour,  to  be  but  a series  of  acts  of  oppression.  He 
speaks  of  them  as  if  it  were  an  admitted  fact,  that  such 
is  their  true  character.  This  is  the  language  which  he 
utters,  these  the  sentiments  he  expresses,  to  the  rising 
generation  around  him.  Are  they  sentiments  ana 
language  which  are  likely  to  inspire  our  children  with 
the  love  of  union,  to  enlarge  their  patriotism,  or  to  teach 
them,  and  to  make  them  feel,  that  their  destiny  has 
made  them  common  citizens  of  one  great  and  glorious 
republic?  A principal  object,  in  his  late  political  move- 
ments, the  gentleman  himself  tells  us,  was  to  unite  the 
entire  south j;  and  against  whom,  or  againt  what,  does 
he  wish  to  unite  the  entire  south?  Is  not  this  the  very 
essence  of  local  feeling  and  local  regard?  Is  it  not  the 
acknowledgment  of  a wish  and  object,  to  create  politi- 
cal strength,  by  uniting  political  opinions  geographi- 
cally? While  the  gentleman  thus  wishes  to  unite  the 
entire  south,  I pray  to  know,  sir,  if  he  expects  me  to 
turn  toward  the  polar-star,  and  acting  on  the  same  prin- 
ciple, to  utter  a cry  of  rally!  to  the  whole  north?  Hea- 
ven forbid!  To  the  day  of  my  death,  neither  he  nor 
others  shall  hear  such  a cry  from  me. 

Finally,  the  honorable  member  declares  that  he  shall 
now  march  off,  under  the  banner  of  state  rights!  March 
off  from  whom?  March  oft'  from  what?  We  have 
been  contending  for  great  principles.  We  have  been 
struggling  to  maintain  the  liberty  and  to  restore  the  pros- 
perity of  the  country;  we  have  made  these  struggles 
here,  in  the  national  councils,  with  the  old  flag,  the  true 
American  flag,  the  eagle,  and  the  stars  and  stripes, 
waving  over  the  chamber  in  which  we  sit.  He  now 
tells  us,  however,  that  he  marches  off  under  the  state- 
rights  banner! 

Let  him  go.  I remain.  I am,  where  I ever  have 
been,  and  ever  mean  to  be.  Here,  standing  on  the 
platform  of  the  general  constitution — a platform  broad 
enough,  and  firm  enough,  to  uphold  every  interest  of 
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the  whole  country — I shall  still  be  found.  Intrusted 
with  some  part  in  the  administration  of  that  constitu- 
tion, I intend  to  act  in  its  spirit,  and  in  the  spirit  of 
those  who  framed  it.  Yes,  sir,  I would  act  as  if  our 
fathers,  who  formed  it  for  us,  and  who  bequeathed  it  to 
us,  were  looking  on  us — as  if  I could  see  their  venera- 
ble forms,  bending  down  to  behold  us,  from  the  abodes 
above.  I would  act,  too,  sir,  as  if  that  long  line  of  pos- 
terity were  also  viewing  us,  whose  eye  is  hereafter  to 
scrutinize  our  conduct. 

Standing  thus,  as  in  the  full  gaze  of  our  ancestors, 
and  our  posterity,  having  received  this  inheritance  from 
the  former,  to  be  transmitted  to  the  latter,  and  feeling, 
that  if  I am  born  for  any  good,  in  my  day  and  genera- 
tion, it  is  for  the  good  of  the  whole  country,  no  local 
feeling,  no  temporary  impulse,  shall  induce  me  to  yield 
my  foothold  on  the  constitution  and  the  union.  I move 
off;  under  no  banner,  not  known  to  ihe  whole  American 
people,  and  to  their  constitution  and  laws.  No,  sir, 
these  walls,  these  column 

“fly 

From  their  firm  base  as  soon  as  I.’’ 

I came  into  public  life,  sir,  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States.  On  that  broad  altar,  my  earliest,  and 
all  my  public  vows,  have  been  made  I propose  to 
serve  no  other  master.  So  far  as  depends  on  any 
agency  of  mine,  they  shall  continue  united  states; 
united  in  interest  and  in  affection  ; united  in  every 
thing  in  regard  to  which  the  constitution  has  decreed 
their-uuion;  united  in  war,  for  the  common  defence, 
the  common  renown,  and  the  common  glory  ; and 
united,  compacted,  knit  firmly  together  in  peace,  for 
the  common  prosperity  and  happiness  of  ourselves  and 
our  children. 


TWENTY-FIFTH  CONGRESS. 

SECOND  SESSION SENATE. 

April  6.  The  following,  among  other  petitions, 
memorials,  &c.  were  presented: 

By  Mr.  Merrick:  The  preamble  and  resolutions  of 
the  legislatuie  of  Maryland,  in  favor  of  the  United 
States  contributing  further  aid  to  the  construction 
of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal,  or  otherwise 
conveying  the  interest  of  the  United  States  in  that 
canal  to  the  state  of  Maryland.  Read,  referred,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

By  Mr.  Sevier:  From  the  legislature  of  Arkansas, 
on  the  subject  of  the  public  lands.  Laid  on  the 
table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  the  committee  of 
finance  were  discharged  from  the  further  consid- 
eration of  a variety  of  memorials  on  subjects  con- 
nected with  revenue  and  the  currency;  and  they 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Henry  Fisher  was  read  a third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Linn,  the  committee  on  public 
lands  were  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
of  the  petitions  of  Thomas  Bailey  and  Nathaniel 
Hamer,  the  subjects  of  them  having  been  embraced 
in  general  bills,  passed  or  in  progress. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Roane , the  committee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia  were  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther  consideration  of  a resolution  adopted  by  citi- 
zens of  Georgetown,  (the  object  not  heard.) 

Mr.  Young , on  leave,  introduced  a bill  granting 
a quantity  of  land  to  the  Mississippi  and  Rock  river 
canal  company,  to  aid  in  constructing  their  canal. 
Read  twice,  and  referred. 

The  bill  requiring  the  clerks  of  the  circuit  court 
of  the  United  States  to  keep  a record  of  certain 
subjects,  was  considered,  andordered  to  be  engross- 
ed for  a third  reading. 

Also,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Lachine. 
The  bill  to  extend  the  time  for  selling  land  granted 
to  the  Kentucky  Asylum  for  Ihe  deaf  and  dum,  was 
read  a third  time  and  passed. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
prohibiting  the  giving  and  accepting  of  challenges 
to  duels  in  the  district  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Linn  briefly  urged,  as  reasons  why  the  se- 
conds in  duels  should  not  be  subject  to  the  same 
penalty  as  the  principals,  that  it  would  prevent 
their  appearance  as  witnesses,  while  it  was  a mat- 
ter of  extreme  difficulty  to  get  witnesses  at  all. 
They  would  find  it  also  easy  to  evade  the  law,  by  a 
fictitious  form  in  the  challenge,  such,  for  instance, 
as  an  invitation  to  tea.  Mr.  L.  said  he  had  con- 
sulted the  senator  from  Delaware,  who  concurred 
with  him  in  this  view  of  the  subject. 

Mr.  Clayton  was  understood  to  express  his  wil- 
lingness to  have  the  bill  so  modified. 

The  debate  was  continued  by  Messrs.  Linn,  Clay- 
ion,  Prentiss,  Hubbard,  Smith , of  Indiana,  Niles, 
Grundy,  and  Sevier. 

Mr.  Sevier  expiessing  his  belief  that  no  satisfac- 
tory law  would  be  passed,  moved  (o  lay  the  whole 
subject  on  the  table  ; which  motion  was  negatived 
as  follows : 

YEAS — Messrs. Linn,  Nicholas,  Preston,  Roane, 
Sevier — 5. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Clayton,  Davis, 
Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  Lumpkin,  McKean, 


Merrick,  Mouton,  Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Prentiss, 
Robinson,  Ruggles,  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Smith, 
of  Indiana,  Strange,  Swift,  Tipton,  Trotter,  Wal- 
ker, White,  Williams,  Wright — 27. 

Mr.  Clayton's  amendment,  making  the  highest 
penalty  tor  the  otfence,  confinement  in  a common 
jail  not  more  than  two  years,  a fin'e  riot  exceeding 
$ 2,000 , and  disability  to  hold  office  under  the  Uni- 
ted States,  was  lost  as  lollows  : 

YEAS — Messrs.  Clay, ol  Alabama,  Clayton, Ful- 
ton, Grundy,  Linn,  Nicholas,  Norvell,  Robinson, 
Stiange,  Trotter,  Walker,  White  -12. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Davis,  Hubbard,  Lump- 
kin, Lyon,  Merrick,  Mouton,  Niles,  Pierce,  Pren- 
tiss, Preston,  Roane,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Smith,  of 
Connecticut,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Swift,  Tipton, 
Williams,  Wright — 20. 

The  amendment  from  the  committee  on  the  judi- 
ciary, making  the  highest  penalty  confinement  in 
the  penitentiary  from  ten  to  twenty  years,  was 
adopted. 

On  motion  of  Smith,  of  Indiana,  the  lower  limit 
of  the  time  in  this  amendment  was  made  five  years 
instead  of  ten. 

Mr.  Norvell  moved  to  make  the  higher  limit  of 
this  time  ten  years  instead  of  twenty.  This  mo- 
tion (the  yeas  and  nays  being  ordered  on  the  call 
of  Mr.  Prentiss)  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  as 
follows : 

YEAS — Messrs.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Clayton, 
Fulton,  Linn,  Moulon,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell, 
Preston,  Roane,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Strange,  Tip- 
ton,  Trotter,  YValker,  White — 17. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Davis,  Grundy,  Hub- 
bard, Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Merrick,  Pierce,  Prentiss, 
Sevier,  Smith,  of  Conn.,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Swift, 
Williams,  Wright — 15. 

Mr.  Niles  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  adding  to 
the  penalty  a disability  to  hold  any  office  of  trust 
or  profit  under  the  United  States  Government. 

Alter  debate  by  Mr.  Preston  and  Mr.  Niles,  this 
amendment  was  lost,  as  lollows: 

YEAS^-Messrs.  Allen,  Davis,  Grundy,  Hub- 
bard, Lumpkin,  Niles,  Pierce,  Prentiss,  Smith,  of 
Connecticut,  Swift,  Trotter,  Walker,  Williams, 
Wright — 14. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Clay,  of 
Kentucky,  Clayton,  Fulton,  Merrick,  Mouton, 
Nicholas,  Norvell,  Preston,  Roane,  Robinson,  Rug- 
gles, Sevier,  Smith,  ol  Indiana,  Strange,  Tipton, 
White — 17. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  offered  an  amendment  to 
the  bill,  requiring  that,  whenever  there  should  be 
good  cause  to  believe,  in  the  opinion  of  a magis- 
trate, that  a duel  was  about  to  take  place,  the  par- 
ties should  be  arrested,  and  bound  for  one  year  to 
keep  the  peace. 

To  this  amendment  Mr.  Clayton  objected  as  con- 
trary to  the  constitution  and  the  spirit  of  the  com- 
mon law. 

Mr.  Grundy  also  objected  to  making  the  bill  too 
complicated,  and  hoped  the  amendment  would  be 
withdrawn. 

Mr.  Smith  accordingly  withdrew  it. 

Mr.  Linn  inquired  whether  the  surgeons  at  a 
duel  were  to  be  punished  by  the  bill.  The  reply 
was  in  the  affirmative;  all  persons  engaged  in  aid- 
ing or  abetting  were  to  be  punished. 

Mr.  White,  after  a lew  remarks,  w hich  were  un- 
derstood to  relate  to  the  difficulty  of  carrying  anti- 
duelling law's  into  effect,  moved  a substitute  for 
the  whole  bill,  requiring  that  every  one  about  to 
take  office  under  the  United  States  should,  so  far 
as  the  constitution  would  allow,  make  oath  that  he 
had  never  been  concerned  in  a duel,  nor  had  given 
or  accepted  a challenge. 

This  amendment  was  lost  as  follows  : 

YEAS — Messrs.  Benton,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Ful- 
ton, Linn,  Nicholas,  Norvell,  Roane,  Robinson, 
Ruggles,  Sevier,  Strange,  Walker,  White — 13. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Clayton,  Davis,  Grundy, 
Hubbard,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Merrick,  Mouton,  Niles, 
Pierce,  Prentiss,  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Smith,  of 
Indiana,  Swift,  Trotter,  Williams,  Wright,  Young 
—19. 

The  question  now  recurred  on  the  second  amend- 
ment from  the  committee,  providing  that  persons 
going  out  of  the  District,  with  a view'  to  evade  the 
provisions  of  this  bill,  should  be  punished  in  the 
same  inanneras  if  they  had  remained  in  theDistrict. 
This  amendment  was  lost  as  follow  s : 

YEAS — Messrs.  Davis,  Grundy,  Hubbard, 

Lumpkin,  Merrick,  Niles,  Pierce,  Prentiss.  Smith, 
of  Con.,  Smith,  of  Inda.,  Strange,  Swift,  Williams, 
Wright,  Young — 15. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Clay,  of  Ala., 
Clayton,  Fulton,  Linn,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Norvell, 
Roane,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Trotter,  Wal- 
ker, White — 16. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  then  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a third  reading. 


The  senate  then  adjourned  till  Monday. 

The  bill,  as  it  passed  the  senate,  is  in  the  follow- 
ing words  : 

A bill  to  prohibit  the  giving  or  accepting,  within 

the  District  of  Columbia,  of  a chalienge  to  fight 

a duel,  and  for  the  punishment  thereof. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  congress 
assembled,  That  if  any  person  shall,  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  challenge  another  to  fight  a duel,  or 
shall  send  or  deliver  any  written  or  verbal  message, 
purporting  or  intended  to  be  such  challenge,  or 
shall  accept  any  such  challenge  or  message,  or  shall 
knowingly,  carry  or  deliver  any  such  challenge  or 
message,  or  shall,  knowingly,  carry  or  deliver  an 
acceptance  of  such  challenge  or  message  to  tight 
a duel  in  or  out  of  the  said  District,  and  such  duel 
shall  be  fought  in  or  out  of  the  said  District,  and 
either  of  the  parties  thereto  shall  be  slain,  or  mor- 
tally wounded  in  such  duel,  the  surviving  party  to 
such  duel,  and  every  person  carrying  or  delivering 
such  challenge  or  message,  or  acceptance  of  such 
challenge  or  message  as  aforesaid,  and  all  others 
aiding  or  abetting  therein,  shall  be  deemed  guilty 
of  felony,  and  upon  conviction  thereof,  in  any  court 
competent  to  the  trial  thereof  in  the  said  District, 
shall  be  punished  by  imprisonment  and  confine- 
ment to  hard  labor  in  the  penitentiary,  for  a term 
not  exceeding  ten  years,  nor  less  than  five  years, 
in  the  discretion  of  the  court. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any 
person  shall  give  or  send,  or  cause  to  be  given  or 
sent,  to  any  person  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  any 
challenge  to  fight  a duel,  or  to  engage  in  single 
combat  with  any  deadly  or  dangerous  instrument  or 
weapon  w hatever,  or  if  any  person  in  said  District 
shall  accept  any  challenge  to  fight  a duel,  or  to  en- 
gage in  single  combat  with  any  deadly  or  danger- 
ous instrument  or  weapon  whatever,  orshall  be  the 
bearer  of  any  such  challenge,  every  person  so  giv- 
ing or  sending,  or  causing  to  be  given  or  sent,  or 
accepting  such  challenge,  or  being  the  bearer  there- 
of, and  every  person  aiding  or  abetting  in  the  giv- 
ing, sending,  or  accepting  such  challenge,  shall  be 
deemed  guilty  of  a high  crime  and  misdemeanor, 
and  on  conviction  thereof,  in  any  court  competent 
to  try  the  same  in  the  said  District,  shall  be  punish- 
ed by  imprisonment  and  confinement  to  hard  labor 
in  the  penitentiary,  for  a term  not  exceeding  ten 
years,  nor  less  than  five  years,  in  the  discretion  of 
the  court. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any 
person  shall  assault,  strike,  beat,  or  wound,  or 
cause  to  be  assaulted,  stricken,  beaten,  or  wounded, 
any  person  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  for  declin- 
ing or  refusing  to  accept  any  challenge  to  fight  a 
duel,  or  to  engage  in  single  combat  with  any  deadly 
or  dangerous  instrument  or  weapon  whatever,  or 
shall  post  or  publish,  or  cause  to  be  posted  or  pub- 
lished. any  writing  charging  any  such  person,  so 
declining  or  refusing  to  accept  any  such  challenge, 
to  be  a coward,  or  using  any  other  opprobrious  or 
injurious  language  therein,  tending  to  degrade  and 
disgrace  such  person  for  so  declining  or  refusing 
such  challenge,  every  person  so  offending,  on  con- 
viction thereof  in  any  court  competent  to  the  trial 
thereof,  in  the  said  District,  shall  be  punished  by 
confinement  to  hard  labor  in  the  penitentiary,  for  a 
term  not  exceeding  seven  years,  nor  less  than  three 
years,  in  the  discretion  of  the  court. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  addi- 
tion to  the  oath  now  prescribed  by  law'  to  be  ad- 
ministered to  the  grand  jury  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, they  shall  be  sworn  faithfully  and  impar- 
tially to  inquire  into,  and  true  presentiment  make 
of,  all  offences  against  this  act. 

April  9.  After  the  presentation  of  petitions, 
chiefly  from  individuals,  and  the  transaction  of 
some  miner  business,  the  senate  took  up  on  its  third 
reading,  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  giving  and  accept- 
ing of  challenges  to  duels  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, and  for  the  punishment  thereof. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  said  that  he  had  taken 
no  part  heretofore  in  the  debate  to  which  this  bill 
had  given  rise;  but  his  3ilence  did  not  proceed 
from  any  indifference  which  he  felt  to  the  laudible 
object  which  the  senator  from  Vermont  (Mr.  Pren- 
tiss) proposed  to  accomplish  by  its  introduction. 
No  man  would  rejoice  more  sincerely  than  he 
should,  in  witnessing  the  absolute  suppression,  for- 
ever, of  the  unjustifiable  practice  which  the  bill 
denounces  and  seeks  to  discountenance.  But  he 
(Mr.  C.)  thought  that  the  great  object  of  legisla- 
tion, on  this  subject,  should  be  directed  to  the  cor- 
rection and  purification  of  public  opinion.  In  sec- 
tions of  the  union,  where  the  practice  was  not  tol- 
erated, it  was  public  opinion  that  kept  it  down,  by 
discouraging  a resort  to  private  combat  to  avenge 
or  settle  personal  injuries.  There  it  was  no  dis- 
grace to  decline  such  a combat.  The  man  who 
should  decline  it  was  more,  certainly  not  less,  res- 
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peciecJ  man  it  lie  had  engaged  in  it.  But  it  wasother- 
wisein  those  sections  where  the  practice  prevailed. 
In  these,  the  man  that  fights  a duel,  acls  under 
the  constraint  of  public  opinion,  which  brands  him 
with  cowardice  and  dishonor  if  he  does  not  resent 
with  spirit,  a personal  insult  or  wrong.  There  the 
alternative  presented  to  a person  of  honor  and  ol 
nice  sensibility,  is,  whether  he  shall  live,  covered 
with  disgrace,  an  object  of  reproach,  scorn  and 
contempt,  or  encounter  the  hazard  ol  death,  with- 
out dishonor.  But  few  honorable  and  high-spirited 
men  were  resolute  enough  to  avoid  the  contest. 
Public  opinion,  which  exacts  the  sacrifice,  is  as 
censurable  as  those  who  fall  victims  or  conform  to 
its  stern  commands.  It  was  when  public  opinion 
should  be  rectified  in  this  respect,  that  we  might 
expect  to  see  the  abandonment  of  a practice  which 
was  contraiy  to  humanity,  abhorrent  to  reason,  and 
condemned  by  our  religion.  In  the  mean  time,  it 
is  the  duty  of  the  legislator  to  exert  all  his  authority 
to  bring  about  this  desirable  state  of  things.  And 
he  (Mr.  C.)  should  vote,  with  pleasure,  for  the 
passage  of  the  bill  before  the  senate,  under  the 
anxious  hope  that,  being  the  deliberate  expression 
of  the  judgment  of  congress,  it  may  contribute  to 
enlighten  the  public  mind ; and  that,  if  it  should 
not  "totally  eradicate,  it  may  tend  materially  to  di- 
minish, a practice  which  ail  ought  to  unite  in  com- 
pletely destroying. 

The  bill  was  then  passed  by  the  following  vote, 
and  sent  to  the  other  house  for  concurrence  : 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Clay, 
of  Ala.,  Clay,  of  Ken  , Clayton,  Davis,  Fulton, 
Grundy,  Hubbard,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  McKean,  Mer- 
rick, Moutoii,  Niles,  Norvell,  Prentiss,  lioane,  Rob 
bins,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Smith,  of  Conn.,  Smith, 
of  Inda.,  Strange,  Swift,  Tipton,  Trotter,  Walker, 
Wall,  White,  Williams,  Wright,  Young — 34. 

NAY — Mr.  Sevier — 1. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  reduce  and  graduate  the  price  of  the  public 
(refuse)  lands. 

Mr.  Grundy  offered  the  substitute  (before  laid  on 
the  table  by  him)  providing  for  the  reduction  of  the 
price  twenty-five  cents  for  every  five  years  during 
the  time  the  land  shall  be  in  market,  from  Decem- 
ber next,  down  to  the  minimum  price  of  fifty  cents, 
waiting  in  each  case  one  year  before  the  reduction 
should  take  effect. 

Mr.  Grundy  advocated  this  substitute  at  some 
length,  as  preferable  to  the  substitute  from  the  com- 
mittee, which  proposed  that  the  lands  should  be  re- 
duced to  four  different  classes,  according  to  their 
value,  to  be  estimated  by  the  surveyor  general  and 
other  land  officers,  chiefly  from  the  field  books  o! 
surveyors,  which  Mr.  G.  described  as  extremely 
doubtful  and  deceptive  as  a test  of  value.  He  re- 
garded the  simple  test  of  time  as  both  better  and 
more  safe  for  the  public  interests. 

Mr.  Walker  explained  and  vindicated  the  substi- 
tute from  the  committee,  but  expressed  himself  as 
rather  indifferent  which  of  the  two  should  be  adopt 
ed. 

Mr.  Grundy  said  he  was  not  satisfied  with  this 
explanation,  and  went  into  some  further  details  in 
support  of  his  substitute. 

Mr.  Seder  advocated  Mr.  Grundy’s  substitute  as 
both  more  simple  and  more  certain  and  showed  in 
what  respects  the  surveyor’s  field  books  must  be 
deceptive,  especially  as  they  usually  described  the 
quality  of  only  the  small  portion  of  the  land  which 
lay  on  or  very  near  the  lines  of  the  survey. 

Mr.  Clay , of  Alabama,  argued  that  the  plan  pro- 
posed by  the  committee  would  be  the  most  sure, 
inasmuch  as  the  officers  who  were  to  make  the  esti- 
mate would  have  not  only  the  field  books,  but  also 
the  pbsition  of  the  land,  as  near  to  or  distant  from 
a town  or  river  to  aid  them  in  making  that  estimate. 
They  would  also  have  the  time  itself  during  wnich 
the  land  should  have  been  in  market,  to  aid  them, 
on  which  alone  the  substitute  of  Mr.  Grundy  de- 
pended. He  was,  however,  willing  to  take  either 
propostion 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  wished  now 
merely  to  remark  that  he  felt  an  utter  reluctance 
to  reduce  the  price  of  land  as  proposed  by  the  bill, 
or  in  any  form  whatever;  arid  he  thought  it  could 
be  shown  that  the  reduction  ought  not  to  be  made. 
He  was  indifferent  as  to  which  of  the  various  pro- 
jects before  the  senate  should  be  adopted;  they 
might  adopt  either,  and  he  (Mr.  C.)  would  then 
take  some  opportunity  to  express  his  sentiments  at 
large  against  the  whole  scheme  of  distributing  in 
any  wav  the  existing  prices  of  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  Grundy  was  understood  to  express  himself 
as  not  much  in  favor  of  any  reduction;  but  he  was 
willing  to  go  for  such  a measure,  if  he  could  in  the 
mean  time  secure  the  public  interests. 

The  substitute  of  Mr.  Grundy  was  adopted  with- 
out a division. 

Mr.  Niles  proposed  to  amend  the  bill,  as  now 


modified,  by  making  the  minimum  price  75  cents, 
to  be  obtained  by  a reduction  of  25  cents  succes- 
sively at  the  end  of  seven  and  of  twelve  years.  Nega- 
tived: Ayes  18,  noes  19. 

Mr.  Niles  then  moved  simply  to  make  the  mini- 
mum price  75  cents.  Negatived:  Ayes  18,  noes  19. 

Mr.  Lyon  offered  an  amendment  as  an  addition  to 
the  bill  granting  to  the  states  all  the  refuse  lands 
within  their  respective  boundaries,  at  blank  price, 
after  they  should  have  been  blank  years  in  the 
market;  but  withdrew  it  after  a brief  conversation 
by  Messrs.  Lyon,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Linn,  and 
Clay,  of  Kentucky. 

At  the  desire  of  Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  who  said 
the  measure  was  a very  important  one,  involving 
an  amount  of  hundreds  of  millions,  as  he  would  en- 
deavor to  prove  when  the  senate  should  be  more 
full,  the  proceedings  on  the  hill  were,  by  consent, 
suspended  till  Wednesday  next,  and  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  printed  as  amended. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  supple- 
mentary to  the  acts  establishing  the  northern  boon 
dary  of  Ohio,  involving  certain  large  appropriations 
to  the  state  ol  Michigan. 

The  subject  ol  this  bill  was  discussed  by  Messrs. 
Norvell.  Crittenden,  L.yon,  Clay,  of  Ky.,  Sevier, 
Walker,  Davis , Buchanan,  Calhoun,  and  Tipton. 
The  two  main  objections  to  the  bill  were  the  pre- 
sent embarrassed  state  of  the  treasury,  and  the  un- 
due partiality  shown  by  this  and  other  measures 
as  to  the  new  states. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Buchanan,  made  only  on  the 
former  ground,  and  seconded  exclusively  on  the 
same  ground  by  Mr.  Calhoun,  the  bill  was  post- 
poned to  the  next  session  of  congress  bythe  fol- 
lowing vote: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Buchanan,  Calhoun, 
Clay,  of  Ala.,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Hub- 
bard, Lumpkin,  Merrick,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Niles, 
Prentiss,  Rives,  Roane,  Strange,  Swift,  Trotter, 
Walker,  White,  Williams,  Wright — 23. 

N AYS — Messrs.  Fulton,  Grundy,  Lyon,  Norvell, 
Robinson,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Tip- 
ton,  Wall,  Young — 11. 

The  Chair  presented  a communication  from  the 
treasury  department,  in  answer  to  a senate  resolu- 
tion of  February  22c,  with  copies  of  the  replies  of 
the  late  deposite  banks  alluded  to  in  that  resolution. 

The  senate  adjourned,  after  an  executive  session. 

April  10.  The  Vice  President  presented  a com- 
munication from  the  war  department,  in  pursuance 
of  a senate  resolution  of  the  5th  u It.  offered  by  Mr. 
Davis,  with  reports  from  the  third  auditor  and  com- 
missioner of  pensions.  Laid  on  the  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

After  the  presentation  of  petitions,  &c.  the  sen- 
ate took  up  the  resolutions  ottered  some  time  since 
by  Mr.  Davis,  calling  on  the  department  for  in- 
formation to  enable  the  senate  to  determine  what 
fortifications  might  be  diminished  or  dispensed 
with,  and  whether  a system  of  defence,  by  the  aid 
ot  steam  batteries,  would  not  be  more  economical 
and  efficient  than  the  present  system.  After  Mr 
Davis  addressed  the  senate  at  some  length  in  expla- 
nation of  the  subject,  [his  remarks  shall  have  a 
place  in  our  next,] 

Mr.  Renton  insisted  that  all  the  information  asked 
for  was  already  before  the  senate,  and  he  argued,  at 
considerable  length,  and  with  much  earnestness, 
that  when  the  treasury  was  full,  gentlemen  of  the 
opposition  had  resisted  appropriations  for  the  de- 
fences of  the  country,  that  they  might  save  the 
money  to  debauch  the  people  jby  the  state  depos- 
ites;  and  now,  when  the  treasury  was  empty,  they 
were  bringing  forward  their  own  projects  for  ex- 
penditures on  these  defences. 

Mr.  Davis  said,  if  the  gentleman  had  listened 
more  attentive!}-,  he  could  not  have  fallen  into  so 
a great  mistake.  Mr.  D.  had  not  proposed  at  all  to 
increase  the  burden  on  the  treasury;  on  the  con- 
trary. he  had  reform  and  retrenchment  directly  in 
view-,  in  connexion  with  a system  which  he  sup- 
posed might  be  more  efficient  as  well  as  more 
economical.  Mr.  D.  also  went  into  some  further 
particulars  to  show-  the  advantages  that  might  arise 
from  the  use  of  the  steam  batteries  as  auxiliaries  to 
the  existing  system  of  defence. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

The  senate  took  up  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Boli- 
tha  Laws,  involving  a question  of  interest,  which 
was  debated  at  much  length  by  Messrs.  Hubbard, 
Roane,  Tipton,  Wright,  Rives,  White,  and  Prentiss, 
and  indefinitely  postponed:  Yeas  32,  nays  5. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Francis 
Remard  was  read  a third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Roane  presented  a memorial  from  George- 
tow-n,  praying  that  it  might  be  receded  to- the  state 
of  Maryland.  Referred  to  aselect  committae  of  five. 

The  senate  adjourned,  after  an  executive  session. 

■Sprit  11.  Alter  the  presentation  of  petitions, 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Walker , a call  was  made  on  the 


secretary  of  the  treasury  for  statements  showing 
what  portion  of  the  public  lands  in  the  several  dis- 
tricts of  the  United  States  have  been  subject  to 
sale  at  private  entry  at cents  and  upwards. 

The  following  bills  were  considered,  and  ordered 
to  a third  reading: 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  to  provide  for 
the  settlement  of  titles  to  land  in  the  town  of  De- 
troit, Michigan;  for  the  relief  of  Jabez  L.  and  Asa 
White;  and  of  James  Felton. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  McMaher,  to  re- 
munerate him  for  expenses  incurred  by  his  having, 
at  the  instance  of  the  post  office  department,  pur- 
sued and  prosecuted  a mail  depredator,  was  debated 
at  much  length,  and  ultimately  passed  over  in- 
formally. 

Mr.  Walker  rose,  and  called  the  attention  of  the 
senate  to  our  relations  with  Mexico,  and  to  the  re- 
solution on  that  subject  adopted  by  the  senate  at 
the  session  of  1836-’7,  and  proceeded  to  make 
some  remarks,  w-hich  brought  on  an  irregular  dis- 
cussion, (to  be  given  hereafter,)  embracing,  among 
other  topics,  a recent  alleged  attack  on  an  Ameri- 
can steamboat  by  some  Mexican  cruisers,  in  which 
Messrs.  Walker,  Buchanan,  Clay , of  Kentucky, 
Preston,  Benton,  and  King,  part  icipated.  The'sub- 
ject  was  dropped  without  action,  as  it  was  begun 
without  motion;  the  impression  appearing  general 
that  action  on  the  subject  ought  now  to  originate  in 
the  other  house. 

Mr.  Grundy  gave  notice  that  he  should,  on  Mon- 
day next,  move  to  take  up  the  bill  to  prohibit  the 
issuing  and  circulating  of  notes  of  the  late  Bank  of 
the  United  States. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  reduce  and  graduate  the  price  of  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  spoke  at  considerable 
length  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  and  to  all  changes 
in  the  land  system  so  long  and  so  successfully  in 
operation. 

Mr.  Grundy  replied  in  favor  of  the  bill,  and  offer- 
ed an  amendment  providing  that  it  should  take  ef- 
fect only  on  lands  already  in  the  market. 

This  amendment  was  adopted  without  a division, 
although 

Mr  .Clay  remarked  that  it  would  be  nugatory, 
because  the  bill  itself  would  establish  a principle 
that  would  be  used  in  future  legislation  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

After  a few  remarks  from  Mr.  Hubbard,  the  bill 
being  still  up, 

The  senate  adjourned,  after  a short  executive 
session. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  April  6.  Memorials  on  the  subject  of 
the  late  duel  were  presented  by  Mr.  Fairfield,  of 
Maine,  and  referred. 

Leave  to  present  similar  memorials  being  asked 
by  Mr.  Grant,  of  New  York,  the  house  refused  to 
suspend  the  rules  for  the  purpose. 

A resolution,  oifered  by  Mr.  Hall,  of  Vermont, 
instructing  the  select  committee  on  this  subject  to 
report  by  bill  certaiji  restrictions  upon  the  practice 
of  duelling  among  members  of  congress,  &c.,  was 
objected  to,  and,  as  it  could  not  be  received  with- 
out suspending  the  rules,  was  not  pressed. 

[The  following  is  a copy  of  the  resolution. 

Resolved,  That  the  select  committee  appointed  on 
the  27th  of  February  last  (in  addition  to  any  legis- 
lative measures  they  may  think  proper  to  recom- 
mend for  the  suppression  of  duelling)  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing,  by  a 
rule  of  the  house,  for  the  expulsion  of  any  member 
w ho,  during  the  term  for  w hich  he  is  elected,  shall 
be  concerned  in  a duel,  either  as  principal  or  acces- 
sory, or  who  shall  send,  bear,  or  accept  a challenge: 
and  further  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
viding by  another  rule  of  ttie  house  lor  the  appoint- 
ment, at  the  commencement  of  each  session,  of  a 
standing  committee,  whose  duty  it  shall  be,  with- 
out special  direction  from  the  house,  to  examine 
summarily  into  any  personal  controversy  arising 
between  members,  or  in  which  a member  is  a party; 
and,  if  necessary  to  the  adjustment  thereof,  to  re- 
port to  the  house  what  order,  in  their  opinion, 
ought  to  be  taken  on  the  same,  providing  in  such 
rule  for  the  expulsion  or  other  punishment  of  any 
member  who  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  Comply  with 
such  or;ler  as  the  house  may  make  in  the  premises.] 

Reports  of  committees  were  next  presented  in 
order,  among  them  were  the'-following: 

Other  memorials  upon  this  and  other  topics  being 
offered, 

Mr.  Whittlesey  rose  and  said  that,  inasmuch  as 
the  chair  had  decided  the  morning  hour  to  com- 
mence at  the  moment  when  the  call  for  rf  ports  com- 
mence, he  should  object  to  the  presentation  of  all 
petitions  at  this  time,  in  order  that  the  house  may 
come,  as  speedily  as  possible,  to  the  [private]  orders 
of  the  day. 
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By  Mr.  Smith,  from  tlie  committee  on  commerce, 
a bill  making  appropriation  for  building  light- 
houses, light-boats,  beacon-lights,  buoys,  and  mak- 
ing surveys  lor  the  year  1833. 

Also,  a bill  to  test  the  practicability  of  establish- 
ing a system  of  electro-magnectic  telegraphs  for  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  Cushman,  from  the  same  committee,  made  a 
report  against  the  memorial  of  the  city  council  of 
Boston  for  measures  to  prevent  the  introduction  of 
foreign  paupers,  and  in  favor  of  senate  bill  author- 
izing the-sale  of  certain  real  estate  at  Bath,  in  the 
state  of  Maine,  belonging  to  the  United  States,  and 
the  appropriation  of  the-proceeds  fora  custom-house 
at  that  place. 

Mr.  Casey,  from  the  committee  on  public  lands, 
reported  a bill  granting  a bounty  in  land  to  the  or- 
ganized militia  men,  mounted  militia  men,  volun- 
teers, and  rang  -rs,  who  d -fended  the  country  during 
the  late  war  with  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  Bronson,  from  the  committee  on  territories, 
made  a report  against  the  memorialef  the  legislature 
of  the  slate  ot  Missouri,  asking  a cession  of  that 
tract  of  land  between  the  Missouri  andDes  Moines 
rivers. 

Mr.  McKay  laid  before  the  house  “a  plan  for  the 
defence  of  the  western  frontier,  furnished  by  major 
general  Gaines.” 

Mr.  S.  W.  Morris,  from  the  committee  of  ac- 
counts, reported  against' the  resolution  of  the  house 
of  the  5th  instant,  inquiring  as  to  the  expediency 
of  allowing  a fixed  sum  of  money  to  each  member 
at  each  session,  of  congress,  in  view  of  the  ad  libi- 
tum supply  of  stationery  now  allowed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Phillips, 

Resolved,  That  the  chart  accompanying  the  report 
of  the  survey  of  the  harbor  of  Lynn,  in  Massachu- 
setts, communicated  to  the  house  with  the  report  of 
the  secretary  of  war  on  the  improvement  of'said  har- 
bor, be  lithographed  and  published  with  said  report. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng,  the  speaker  was 
authorize  1 to  appoint  a member  of  the  committee 
of  ways  and  means,  vice  Mr.  McKim,  deceased. 

Mr.  f Vise  rose  to  make  an  inquiry  of  the  cnair- 
man  of  the  committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia, 
if  it  be  intended  to  make  any  report  on  the  subject 
of  the  retrocession  of  the  District  to  the  states  of 
Maryland  and  Virginia? 

No  reply  at  first  was  given.  The  chairman  of  the 
committee' was  not,  at  the  time,  in  his  seat.  But 
soon  after  he  ( Mr.  Bouldin ) came  in,  and  the  ques- 
tion being  repeated,  that  gentleman  replied,  that 
that  was  a subject  upon  which  the  committee  had 
not  yet  deliberated.  When  they  had  done  so  he 
would  be  quite-  happy  to  give  his  colleague  (Mr. 
Wise)  any  information  in  his  power  on  the  subject. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  'Vhitllesey,  the  house  resolved 
itself  into  committee  of  the  whole,  (Mr.  Corwin  in 
the  rliiir,)  and  took  up  the  bill  “to  establish  a 
board  of  commissioners  to  examine  and  decide  cer- 
tain claims  against  the  United  States,”  reported  on 
the  23th  nit.  by  Mr.  Whittlesey,  from  the  commit- 
tee of  claims. 

Several  amendments  Were  proposed,  and  a dis- 
cussion (which  we  will  give  hereafter)  ensued  upon 
them,  and  upon  the  general  merits  of  the  bill,  in 
which  Messrs.  Adams,  Whilllesey,  of  Ohio,  Ser- 
geant, C.  Morns,  of  Pennsylvania,  Craig,  Under- 
wood, and  Legare,  took  part. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bell,  the  committee  rose,  asked, 
and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whilllesey,  of  Ohio,  this  bill 
wa3  made  the  special  order  for  to-morrow'. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Miichell,  the  house  then  (at  4 
o’clock)  adjourned 

Saturday,  April! . Mr.  Henry,  of  Pennsylvania, 
asking  leave  to  present  and  to  have  referred  memo- 
morials  upon  the  subject  of  the  recent  duel, 

Mr.  Whittlesey  said  that  he  must  object,  as  he 
had  notified  the  house  yesterday  he  should  do,  in 
order  that  the  private  orders  may  be  proceeded 
with  without  delay. 

The  motion  by  Mr.  Pratt  yesterday,  that  1,000 
copies  (extra)  of  the  report  on  the  public  build- 
ings and  grounds  be  printed,  was  first  in  order, 

Mr.  Sibley  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  1,000 
and  inserting  3,000.  Lost.  Mr.  Everett  moved  to 
add  the  letter  of  Mr.  Mills,  the  architect,  laid  be- 
fore the  house  on  a former  day.  Lost.  The  house 
rejected  the  motion  of  Mr.  Piatt,  66  to  61. 

Mr.  Hairier  rose  and  stated  that  he  had  a resolu- 
tion which  he  did  not  wish  to  offer  at  that  time,  but 
to  ask  the  consent  of  the  house  to  have  it  printed, 
and  gave  notice  that,  on  Monday  next,  he  should 
call  it  up  and  move  its  adoption. 

“Considering  that  the  business,  commerce,  circula- 
tion, and  exchanges  of  the  country  are  in  a deranged 
and  embarrassed  condition:  and 

“Considering,  also,  that  a part  of  the  banks  of  the 
United  States  have  expressed  a desire  to  resume  specie 
payments  at  an  early  period:  - 


"Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  congress  assembled, 
That  if  the  banks,  or  a portion  of  them,  do  thus  re- 
sume, it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  general  government, 
within  the  limits  of  its  constitutional  authority,  to  aid 
such  banks,  as  the  present  administration  design  to  do, 
in  regaining  public  confidence,  and  to  sustain  them  in 
their  laudable  efforts  to  fulfil  their  obligations,  to  re- 
lieve the  wants  of  the  community,  and  to  restore  to  the 
public  a sound  circulating  medium.’’ 

Mr.  Tuylor,  from  the  committee  on  invalid  pen- 
sions, reported,  without  amendment,  senate  bill  en- 
titled “An  act  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  an 
act  entitled  “An  act  to  provide  for  persons  who 
were  disabled  by  known  wounds  received  in  the 
revolutionary  war.” 

Also,  a bill  granting  a pension  to  Harvey  Rey- 
nolds. 

Mr.  Sibley,  from  the  committee  on  revolutionary 
pensions,  reported  a bill  granting  a pension  to  Su- 
sannah HooglanJ,  and  against  the  petition  of  Sher- 
man Patterson. 

Mr.  Garland,  of  Louisiana,  said  he  deemed  the 
resolution  offered  by  him  yesterday  so  important, 
that  he  must  again  ask  for  its  consideration.  The 
resolution  w'as  as  follows: 

Resolved , That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  di- 
rected to  inform  this  house,  as  soon  as  practicable, 
whether,  in  the  present  financial  condition  of  the  coun- 
try and  of  the  treasury,  it  will  not  be  most  judicious 
and  proper  to  make  such  appropriations  as  will  pre- 
serve the  public  works  from  injury  and  dilapidation 
alone:  and  if  such  a course  will  not  be  judicious  and 
proper,  he  then  inform  the  house  whether  some  or  all 
the  estimates  for  the  service  of  the  year  1833  already 
submitted,  for  fortifications,  the  improvement  of  har- 
bors and  rivers,  the  establishment  of  light-houses,  bea- 
cons, and  buoys,  the  construction  of  roads,  the  service 
of  the  Indian  department,  and  for  all  other  purposes, 
cannot  be  reduced  without  injury  to  the  public  service; 
and  if  such  reduction  can  be  made,  that  he  designate 
what  proposed  appropriations  may  properly  be  reduced, 
and  how  much;  and  further,  that  he  inform  the  house 
whether  some  of  the  appropriations  already  made  may 
not,  without  material  injury  to  the  country,  be  suspend- 
ed for  the  present;  if  so,  to  designa'e  them;  also,  that 
be  irifotm  this  house  whether,  if  all  the  appropriations 
made  are  expended,  and  those  proposed  are  made,  the 
amount  now  in  the  treasury,  or  estimated  to  come  into 
it  during  the  present  year,  will  be  sufficient  to  meet 
them;  and,  if  not,  what  will  be  the  deficit,  and  in  what 
manner  it  is  proposed  to  be  met. 

Objection  being  made,  Mr.  Garland  moved  that 
the  rules  of  the  house  be  suspended  to  enable  him 
to  offer  it:  and  on  this  he  asked  for  the  veas  and 
nays,  which  were  ordered:  and  the  vote  on  the  mo- 
tion to  suspend  was,  yeas  76,  nays  60.  Bo  the 
house  refused  to  suspend  the  rules  for  this  purpose. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Hopkins  upon  the  subject 
of  the  public  printing  was  the  unfinished  business 
of  the  morning  hour. 

Mr.  Bond,  of  Ohio,  addressed  the  house  (in  reply 
to  thp  remarks  of  Mr.  Cnshinan)  in  support  of  the 
resolution,  until  the  expiration  of  tlie  morning 
hour. 

Board  of  claims. 

The  bill  upon  this  subject  was  resumed  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  and  several  members  address- 
ed the  committee  upon  it. 

After  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Graham,  of  North 
Carolina,  the  committee  rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit 
again- 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from 
the  acting  secretary  of  war,  transmitting  a report 
of  the  colonel  of  ordnance,  in  compliance  with  the 
resolution  of  the  house  of  the  21st  ult.  requiring 
information  on  the  subject  of  the  sale  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  lead  mines. 

Also,  the  following  letter  from  Mr.  Patton: 

Washington,  April  7,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  determined  to  accept  an  appointment 
which  has  been  conferred  on  me  by  the  general  assem- 
bly of  the  commonwealth  of  Virginia.  It  seems  to  be 
desired  by  the  legislature,  that  I should,  with  as  little 
delay  as  possible,  enter  upon  the  duties  of  that  appoint- 
ment, and  consequently  vacate  my  seat  in  the  house 
of  representatives.  In  cheerful  compliance  with  their 
wishes,  I do  hereby  resign  the  same. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

JOHN  M.  PATTON. 

To  hon.  J.  K.  Polk, 

Speaker  of  house  of  representatives. 

The  Speaker  was,  on  motion,  directed  to  acquaint 
the  governor  of  Virginia  that  a vacancy  existed  in 
the  delegation  of  that  state. 

The  house  then  adjourned  until  Monday,  at  II 
o’clock  A.  M. 

Monday,  April  9.  The  journal  being  read,  Mr. 
Hamer  rose,  and  made  some  explanations  with  re- 
gard to  the  following  resolution,  which  was  ordered 
to  be  printed,  on  his  motion,  on  Saturday. 

“Considering  that  the  business,  commerce,  circula- 
iou,  and  exchanges  of  the  country  arc  in  a deranged 
and  embarrassed  condition:  and 


“Considering,  also,  that  a part  of  the  banks  of  the 
Uniled  States  have  expressed  a desire  to  resume  specie 
payments  at  an  early  period: 

“ Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives 
°f  the  United  States  of  America  in  congress  assembled, 
I hat  if  tlie  banks,  or  a portion  of  diem,  do  ihus  resume, 
it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  general  government,  within 
tilt  limits  of  its  constitutional  authorhy,  to  aid  such 
banks,  as  the  present  administration  designs  to  do  in 
regaining  public  confidence,  and  to  sustain  them’  in 
their  laudable  efforts  to  fulfil  their  obligations,  to  re- 
lieve the  wants  of  the  community,  and  to  restore  to  the 
public  a sound  circulating  medium.” 

Mr.  Hamer  remarked  that,  since  the  resolution 
was  ordered  to  be  printed,  he  had  added  thereto  the 
following  words,  which  now  make  part  of  it:  “as 
this  administration  designs  to  do.”  Its  presenta- 
tion had  seemed  to  excite  some  interest  and  in- 
quiry in  the  house,  as  to  ils  true  construction.  It 
had  been  intimated  to  him  that,  were  the  resolution 
to  be  printed  without  explanation,  it  might  be  in- 
ferred that  the  administration  really  entertained 
hostility  to  the  banks  which  were  about  to  resume 
specie  payments;  and  that  it  was  designed  to  induce 
them  to  alter  their  course  in  this  respect.  He  had 
replied  to  these  suggestions,  that  he  would  make 
such  explanations,  when  the  resolution  caine  up,  as 
would  tend  to  avert  such  a misconstruction;  and, 
considering  the  resolution  as  his  own,  and  not  yet 
in  the  possession  of  the  house,  he  had  thought  lie 
had  a right  to  modify  it;  and  had  done  so  by  insert- 
ing the  words  “as  the  present  administration  de- 
signs to  do.”  If  he  had  mistaken  his  right  to  do 
this,  he  was  sorry,  and  asked  the  pardon  of  the 
house  fordoing  so.  He  had  merely  intended  to 
shield  the  administration  from  any  distrust  that 
might  be  occasioned  by  any  act  of  liis. 

Mr.  H.  then  modified  his  resolution  by  striking 
out  the  words  above  quoted;  and  asked  leave  to 
offer  it  in  that  shape. 

Objections  being  made,  Mr.  H.  moved  to  sus- 
pend the  rules,  and  Mr.  Sherrod  Williams  demand- 
ed the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  McKennan  demanded  a call  of  the  house, 
which  was  ordered;  and  155  members  were  found 
to  be  presenfyand  then  the  call  was,  on  motion, 
suspended. 

Mr.  Parker,  of  New  York,  hoped  the  subject 
would  be  postponed  until  Wednesday. 

Mr.  Hamer  wished  as  speedy  an  action  upon  it 
as  possible. 

The  question  on  suspension  was  decided  in  the 
negative  by  the  following  vote:  yeas  110,  nays  61, 
as  follows; 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  H.  Allen,  Bell, 
Biddle,  Bond,  Boon,  Bouldin,  Briggs,  Bronson,  W.  B.’ 
Calhoun,  J.  Calhoon,  W.  B.  Carter,  Casey,  Cheatham, 
Childs,  Clark,  Clowney,  Corwin,  Cranston,  Crockett, 
Darlington,  Dawson,  Deberry,  Dennis,  Dunn,  Evans! 
Everett,  Ewing,  R.  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Foster,  R.  Gar- 
land, Goode,  J.  Graham,  Win.  Graham,  Grantland, 
Gray,  Griffin,  Haley,  Hall,  Hammond,  Hamer,  Har- 
lan, Harper,  Hastings,  Hawes,  Henry,  Herod,  Hoff- 
man, Hopkins,  Ingham,  J.  Jackson,  J.  Johnson,  Kil- 
gore, Legare,  Leadbetter,  Lyon,  Marvin,  S.  Mason, 
Maury,  Maxwell,  McKennan,  Menefee.  Mercer,  Mil- 
ligan, Mitchell,  M.  Morris,  C.  Morris  Naylor,  Noyes, 
Ogle,  Patterson,  Peck,  Phelps,  Pope,  Pratt,  Prentiss, 
Rariden,  Reed,  Rencher,  Rhett,  Ridgway,  Rumsey, 
Russell,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  C.  Shep- 
ard, Shields,  Sheplor,  Sibley,  Smith,  Snyder,  South- 
gate,  Stanly,  Stuart,  Stratton,  Taliaferro,  Tillinghast, 
Toland,  Toucey,  Underwood,  A.  S.  White,  J.  White, 
E.  Whittlesey,  I Williams,  Sherrod  Williams,  C.  PI. 
Williams,  Wise — 110. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Andersom  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Beatty,  Bicknell,  Brodhead,  Cambreleng,  Chapman, 
Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Crary,  Cushman,  DeGraff, 
Dromgoole,  Farrington,  Fairfield,  Fletcher,  Fry,  Grant, 
Harrison,  Haynes,  Holt,  Howard,  W.  H.  Hunter,  R. 
M.  T.  Hunter,  T.  B.  Jackson,  N.  Jones,  J.  W.  Jones, 
Keim,  Klingensmith,  Mallory,  Martin,  McKay,  Mc- 
Clellan, McClure,  Miller,  Moore,  Morgan,  S.  W.  Mor- 
ris, Murray,  Palmer,  Parker,  Penny  backer,  Petrikin, 
Pickens,  Plumer,  Potter,  Reilv,  Rives,  Robertson.  Shei- 
fer,  Taylor,  Turney,  Vail,  Webster,  J.  W.  Williams, 
Worthington,  Yell — 61. 

So  (there  not  being  two-thirds  in  favor)  the  rules 
were  not  suspended  to  allow  Mr.  Hamer’s  motion 
being  received  at  this  time. 

Petitions  were  presented  by  Messrs.  Evans,  Fair- 
field,  and  Anderson,  of  Maine;  Atherton,  Cush- 
man, and  Williams,  of  New  Hampshire;  Calhoun, 
Reed,  Fletcher,  (for  Mr.  Phillips,)  Hastings,  and 
Adams,  of  Massachusetts;  Cranston,  of  "Rhode 
Island;  Haley,  and  Holt,  of  Connecticut;  Fletcher, 
Allen,  and  "Everett,  of  Vermont;  Peck,  Russell, 
Grant,  Patterson,  Marvin,  Pratt,  Andrews,  Moore, 
Jackson,  Mitchell,  Sibley,  Hoffman,  and  Childs,  of 
New  York;  Aycrigg,  and  Stratton,  of  New  Jersey; 
Henry,  Reily,  Potter,  Sergeant,  Darlington,  Plumer,’ 
Klingensmith,  McClure,  Naylor,  and  Toland,  of 
Pennsylvania;  Milligan,  of  Delaware;  Howard,  of 
Maryland;  Morgan,  Taliaferro.  Beirne,  Johnson, 
Rives,  and  Penny  backer,  of  Virginia;  Elmore,  of 
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South  Carolina;  Connor,  Shepperd,  and  Shepard, 
of  North  Carolina;  Grantland,  of  Georgia;  Hawes, 
and  Underwood,  of  Kentucky;  Carter,  Turney, 
and  Polk,  of  Tennessee;  Morris,  Kilgore,  Leadbet- 
ter,  Harper,  Coffin,  Goode,  Whittlesey,  and  Allen, 
of  Ohio;  Johnson,  of  Louisiana;  Boon,  Dunn,  White, 
Ewing,  Herod,  Rariden,  and  Graham,  of  Indiana; 
Casey,  of  Illinois;  Miller,  and  Harrison,  of  Mis- 
souri; Yell,  of  Arkansas;  Crary,  of  Michigan; 
Downing,  of  Florida;  and  Jones,  of  Wisconsin. 

Among  these  petitions,  a great  number  were  up- 
on the  lollowing  subjects:  The  recent  duel;  the 
sub-treasury  scheme;  a national  bank;  the  aboli- 
tion of  slavery  in  the  District  ot  Columbia;  the 
prevention  of  trade  in  slave  property  in  the  States; 
the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  states;  the 
resolution  of  the  2 1st  of  December  last;  the  Chero- 
kee treaty,  &c.  which  were  appropriately  disposed 
of. 

Mr.  Mams,  presenting  memorials  against  the 
sub-treasury  scheme,  and  in  favor  of  a national 
bank,  remarked  that  he  hardly  knew  what  to  do 
with  these  memorials.  The  sub-treasury  scheme 
was  sleeping,  and,  as  he  hoped,  the  sleep  of  death. 
He  presumed  that  there  was  not  now  much  neces- 
sity of  petitioning  congress  against  that.  But  he 
would  move  to  refer  the  memorials  to  the  commit- 
tee of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  which 
had  under  its  consideration  the  project  of  a new 
treasury.  Ordered  accordingly. 

Mr.  Everett,  of  Vermont,  oifered  another  protest 
of  the  Cherokee  nation  against  the  New  Echota 
treaty;  which  he  moved  lo  have  printed. 

On  presenting  this  memorial  and  protest,  Mr. 
Everett  said  he  wished  to  say  to  the  house  and  to 
the  memorialists,  that  he  considered  the  previous 
action  of  the  house  as  final  for  this  session,  and  that 
he  should  make  no  other  motion  than  that  the  me- 
morial and  protest  be  printed;  which  was  ordered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Martin,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  committees  were  called,  in  order,  for  reports, 
and  the  following  were  presented: 

Mr.  Whittlesey,  of  Ohio,  from  the  committee  of 
claims,  reported  against  the  petition  of  John  L.  Bo- 
gardus. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  committee  on  invalid  pen- 
sions, reported  a bill  granting  a pension  to  John  H. 
Lincoln. 

Mr.  Sawyer,  from  the  committee  on  expendi- 
tures for  the  public  buildings,  made  a report,  ex- 
hibiting a statement  of  the  balance  due  on  the  ac- 
count of  the  commissioner  of  public  buildings,  ren- 
dered for  1837,  and  the  money  appropriated  and 
expended  by  act  of  July  4,  1836,  of  which  the  fol- 
lowing is  an  abstract: 

Balance  due  on  account  of  1836  - $16,005  30 

Amount  drawn  by  warrants  issued  by 
’ the  secretary  of  the  treasury  for 

1837  . 89,749  75 


Total 

Amount  expended  - 

105,755  05 
94,093  62 

Leaving  an  unexpended  balance  of  - 
Add  for  old  copper  sold 

11,661  43 
386  62 

Leaving  to  the  credit  of  the  United 
States  .... 

$12,048  05 

On  account  of  the  treasury  building. 
Amount  drawn  by  warrants  issued  by 

the  secretary  of  the  treasury  - $180,000  00 

Amount  expended  - 176,953  54 

Leaving  a balance  in  favor  of  the 
United  States  ... 

$3,046  46 

On  account  of  the  patent  office. 

Balance  due  the  United  States  lor  1836  $9,017  29 

Amount  of  warrants  issued  by  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  for  1837  86,692  56 

Expended  - 

$95,709  85 
84,136  (17 

$11,573  78 

On  motion  of  Mr,  McKay, 

The  house  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  of  Mr.  Thompson,  presented  on  the  19th 
of  March  last,  directing  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury to  furnish  the  house  with  a statement  of  the 
amount  of  revenue  received  in  each  state  or  ter- 
ritory during  the  year  1836,  &c.  and  the  same  was 
read,  and  agieed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ewing, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  di- 
rected to  inform  this  house  what  claims  confirmed  by 
the  commissioners  for  examining  claims  to  land  in  the 
district  of  Vincennes,  under  the  act  of  congress  ap- 
proved March  26,  1804,  entitled  “An  act  making  pro- 


vision for  the  disposal  of  the  public  lands  in  the  Indian 
territory,  and  for  other  purposes,”  have  been  located 
and  patented,  and  by  and  to  whom  the  location  was 
made  and  the  patent  obtained;  what  confirmed  claims 
have  been  located  and  not  yet  patented;  and  what  con- 
firmed claims  have  not  been  located  or  patented,  if, 
according  to  the  construction  given  to  the  law  by  the 
department,  the  title  of  the  United  States  is  absolutely 
and  completely  vested  in  the  confirmees  after  theloca- 
tion,and  before  possession  is  acquired  and  'a  patent  is- 
sued, or,  if  some  title  does  not  remain  in  the  United 
States,  until  possession  or  patent  be  obtained  by  the 
proper  claimant;  if  a territorial  act  imposing  a land  tax 
could  by  tax  sale  vest  title  to  confirmed  tracts  not  pat- 
ented; and  if  justice  and  expediency  do  not  urge  a 
quantity  of  land  be  set  apart  equal  to  satisfy  confirmed 
claims  not  yet  surveyed,  located,  or  patented,  with  the 
appointment  of  commissioners  authorized  to  receive 
testimony  in  relation  to  claims  neglected  for  want  of 
proof,  or  suspended  for  want  of  due  attention  on  the 
pari  of  the  claimant,  as  set  forth  in  the  published  re- 
port of  the  former  board  appointed  to  receive  and  de- 
cide upon  said  claims;  and,  also,  that  he  furnish  this 
nouse  with  copies  of  any  opinions  of  the  attorney  gen- 
eral of  the  United  States,  and  all  instructions  of  his  de- 
artment  touching  or  relating  to  any  of  the  points 
erein  contained. 

Mr.  Cavalry  Morris  submitted  the  following  pre- 
amble and  resolution,  which  were  agreed  to: 

Whereas,  the  statement  of  the  expenditure  of  the 
moneys  appropriated  for  the  contingent  expenses  ol  the 
military  establishment  for  the  year  1837,  submitted  to 
the  house  by  W.  B.  Lewis,  second  auditor  in  the  trea- 
sury department,  contains  an  item  of  $800  allowed  to 
Samuel  Lewis,  by  the  secretary  of  war,  for  the  services 
of  his  son-,  Edward,  (a  minor)  as  a clerk  in  the  pension 
bureau,  war  department,  from  July,  1818,  to  July,  1819, 
which  said  services  were  rendered  more  than  nineteen 
years  since: 

And,  whereas,  the  said  Samuel  Lewis  has  repeated- 
ly presented  said  claim  to  both  houses  of  congress,  and 
it  lias  been  rejected;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  expenditures 
of  the  department  of  war  be  instructed  to  inquire  into 
and  report  to  this  house  the  facts  connected  with  the 
case,  and  why  said  claim  was  paid  after  having  been 
repeatedly  rejected  by  both  houses  of  congress. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
making  provision  for  giving  to  Richard  Lawrence,  con- 
fined in  the  jail  of  this  city  as  a lunatic,  and  others 
similarly  situated,  the  benefits'  of  some  suitable  lunatic 
asylum. 

Mr.  Bond  resumed  his  remarks  upon  the  resolu- 
tion under  consideration  during  the  morning  hour, 
and  spoke  thereon  until  the  expiration  of  the  hour. 

Several  bills  from  the  senate  received  their  first 
and  second  reading,  and  were  appropriately  re- 
ferred. 

The  senate  anti- duelling  bill. 

This  bill  came  from  the  senate,  and  received  its 
first  and  second  reading.  Mr.  Fairfield  moved  that 
it  be  referred  to  the  select  committee  on  the  sub- 
ject, now  in  session.  Mr.  Dromgoole  moved  its  re- 
ference to  the  committee  on  the  judiciary;  which 
motion  having  precedence,  was  put  first,  and  pre- 
vailed. 

A debate  arose  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Montgome- 
ry to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a state- 
ment of  the  precise  sum  to  be  expended  upon  the 
exploring  expedition . 

Without  taking  the  question,  the  house  (at  half 
past  four  o’clock)  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  April  10.  Mr.  Hunter,  of  Ohio,  and 
Mr.  Lincoln,  of  Massachusetts,  who  have  both 
been  confined  to  their  rooms  for  some  days  by  in- 
disposition, have  sufficiently  recovered  to  be  able 
to  attend  the  house  to-day. 

A number  of  reports  were  received,  among  them 
the  follow ing: 

Mr.  Bouldin,  from  the  committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  moved  to  be  discharged  frornthe  con- 
sideration of  the  resolution  relative  to  a retroces- 
sion of  the  District  of  Columbia;  which  motion! 
was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Heman  Allen,  from  the  committee  on  invalid 
pensions,  reported  against  the  resolution  of  the  5th 
of  March  last,  for  extending  the  provisions  of  the 
act  of  3d  March,  1837,  so  as  to  embtace  all  per- 
sons wdio  have  been  or  may  hereafter  be  wounded 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States;  also,  against 
the  petition  of  Archibald  Brockwell,  and  moved  to 
be  discharged  from  the  petition  of  John  W.  Cox, 
and  that  it  be  committed  to  the  committee  of  the 
whole  house;  likewise,  against  petitions  of  Maria 
Everett  and  Mary  Glanville. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Briggs, 

Resolved,  That  the  chart  of  the  country  across  the 
isthmus  of  Panama,  accompanying  the  president’s 
message  on  the  subject  of  a canal  or  water  communi- 
cation between  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  oceans,  be 
lithographed  and  published  with  said  message. 

Mr  Dawson,  from  the  committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  reported  a bill  from  the  senate  direct- 


ing the  mode  of  recording  deeds  within  the  District 
with  amendments,  which  were  agreed  to,  and  the 
bill  as  amended  was  read  a third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary, 
moved  that  that  committee  be  discharged  from  the 
consideration  of  the  senate’s  bill  to  punish  duel- 
ling, and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  select  commit- 
tee on  the  late  duel,  and  the  means  of  preventing 
future  duels;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Bond  occupied  the  residue  of  the  morning 
hour  in  discussing  the  resolution  oi  Mr.  Hopkins, 
to  divorce  congress  from  the  newspaper  press. 

The  house  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
navy  appropriation  bill. 

And  the  question  being  on  the  molion  of  Mr. 
Montgomery  of  North  Carolina,  to  recommit  the 
bill,  with  instructions,  to  designate  the  special 
amount  to  be  appropriated  for  the  exploring  expe- 
dition, 

Mr.  Bronson,  of  New  York,  addressed  the  house 
at  length  in  support  of  the  motion  to  recommit. 

When,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Cainbreleng, 

Mr.  Montgomery  modified  his  motion  to  recom- 
mit, and  accepted  the  following  proposed  by  Mr. 
Cambreleng,  viz.  to  amend  the  bill  by  so  reducing 
the  several  items  of  appropriation  as  in  effect  to 
cut  off  the  expedition  by  refusing  the  means  of  car- 
rying it  on,  viz.  to  strike  out  $1,312,000  for  the 
pay  of  officers  and  seamen,  and  insert  $1,172,100;  to 
strike  out  $600,000  for  provisions,  and  insert  $561,- 
000;  to  strike  out  $75,000  for  medicines,  surgical 
instruments,  hospital  stores,  and  other  expenses  on 
account  of  the  sick,  and  to  insert  $72,300;  and  to 
strike  out  for  miscellaneous  expenditures  $450,000, 
and  insert  $439,300. 

The  debate,  the  report  of  which  will  be  given 
hereafter,  was  further  continued  by  Mr.  Bronson. 
Mr.  Mercer,  and  Mr.  Crary;  all  of  w hom  opposed 
the  amendments. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  himself  said  he  should  vote 
against  it:  he  had  only  suggested  it  as  a substitute 
of  the  motion  of  Mr.  Montgomery,  to  avoid  a re- 
commitment of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Mallory  now'  moved  further  to  amend  the 
bill  by  adding  as  a proviso  that  no  part  of  the  mo- 
ney appropriated  by  this  bill  should  be  applied 
after  the  1st  of  May  next  to  the  south-sea  explor- 
ing expedition,  without  the  further  action  of  con- 
gress. 

Mr.  Montgomery  accepted  this  as  a further  modi- 
fication of  bis  motion. 

Mr.  Wise  then  took  the  floor,  and  went  into  an 
extended  speech  in  opposition  to  the  expedition, 
and  in  favor  of  converting  it  into  a coast  squadron. 

He  was  followed  by  Mr.  Reed,  who  advocated 
the  expedition  as  a measure  of  the  greatest  practi- 
cal utility,  as  perfectly  practicable,  and  as  now.  re- 
quired by  the  honor  of  the  nation. 

Mr.  Cushman  now  moved  the  previous  question: 
hut  the  house  refused  to  sustain  the  call,  only  36 
rising  in  its  favor. 

Mr.  Sergeant  made  an  earnest  appeal  against  the 
abandonment  of  the  enterprise. 

After  a brief  explanation  by  Mr.  Wise,  the  ques- 
tion was  put  on  Mr. Montgomery's  motion  as  mod- 
ified by  the  acceptance  of  the  two  amendments  of 
Mr.  Cambreleng  and  Mr.  Mallory,  viz.  to  reduce 
the  appropriations,  and  to  confine  tbeir  application 
to  the  expedition  to  the  1st  of  May  next — and  de- 
cided by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  negative:  yeas  57, 
nays  91. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  offered  one  or  two  verbal  amend- 
ments to  the  bill,  not  connected  with  the  exploring 
expedition,  which  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Mallory  moved  to  add  a proviso,  that  in  offi- 
cering the  expedition,  the  law  of  February,  1799, 
(which  forbids  vessels  of  a certain  size  to  be  com- 
manded by  officers  tinder  the  rank  of  a captain) 
should  not  be  violated. 

This  amendment  was  promptly  negatived;  and 
the  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a third  time  to-morrow. 

The  house  then  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  April \\.  The  first  business  before 
the  house,  being  a report  of  the  committee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  in  opposition  to  a memorial 
praying  for  a retrocession  of  the  District  to  the 
states  of  Virginia  arid  Maryland — 

Mr.  Bouldin,  chairman  of  the  committee  who 
had  made  the  report,  moved  that  the  committee  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
subject,  and  that  the  report  be  laid  upon  the 
tabie. 

Mr.  Adams  hoped  the  subject  would  be  disposed 
of  in  some  other  manner  than  that  proposed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia.  It  included  very  many 
important  considerations,  one  of  which  was  the 
continuance  of  the  seat  of  government  in  this  place. 
He  did  not  desire  a discussion,  but  hoped  to  get  a 
direct  vote  upon  the  subject. 
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The  question  being  taken,  the  committee  were 
discharged,  and  the  report,  as  moved  by  Mr.  Boul- 
din.  laid  on  the  table. 

The  following,  among  other  reports,  were  receiv- 
ed from  standing  committees: 

Mr.  McKay,  from  the  committee  on  military 
affairs,  reported  a bill  concerning  the  western. fron- 
tier, and  against  the  resolution  of  the  house  of  the 
19th  March  last,  relative  to  amending  the  act  of 
19th  May,  1836,  "to  provide  for  the  payment  of 
volunteers  and  militia  corps  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,”  by  adopting  the  following  section  : 

“ That  so  much  of  the  second  section  of  the  act 

I above  named  as  relates  to  the  allowance  of 

cents  a day  to  the  officers  of  mounted  companies, 
for  the  use  and  risk  of  each  horse,  shall  be  consid- 
ered as  extending  to  all  staff  officers  of  said  volun- 
teers or  militia  corps  above  the  grade  of  captain.” 

Mr.  Harlan,,  from  the  committee  on  private  land 
claims,  reported  against  senate  bill  No.  17,  to  pro- 
vide for  issuing  patents  for  certain  lands  at  Green 
Bay,  Wisconsin  territory. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  New  Y'ork,  reported  a bill  making 
an  appropriation  for  the  compilation  of  the  laws  of 
Florida. 

Mr.  Wise,  (who  had  just  entered  the  house,)  ex- 
pressed a desire  that  some  gentleman  who  had  vo- 
ted to  lay  the  report  of  the  committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  on  the  table,  would  move  a re- 
consideration of  the  vote,  to  give  an  opportunity 
for  him  to  move  that  the  report  be  referred  to  a 
committee  of  the  whole  house  on  the  stat  ■ of  the 
Union.  He  believed  that  the  committee  had  taken 
a mistaken  view  of  the  subject,  and  that  a majority 
of  the  house  would  be  found  to  be  in  favor  of  re- 
trocession. 

Mr.  Boaldin  said  he  had  moved  to  lay  the  report 
on  the  table  only  because  he  believed  that  a dis- 
cussion of  it  would  inevitably  involve  the  discus- 
sion of  a subject  which  the  house  had  determined 
should  not  be  agitated  in  this  house.  For  himself, 
his  own  personal  opinion  was,  most  decidedly,  that 
it  would  be  far  better  that  all  restrictions  should  be 
taken  oif,  ami  that  the  people  should  know  exactly 
and  fully  all  that  was  going  on;  but  in  deference  to 
the  decision  of  the  house,  and  also  to  the  wishes 
of  his  own  constituents,  he  had  made  the  motion  to 
lay  on  the  table. 

Mr.  IVise  renewed  his  appeal  to  the  southern 
gentlemen.  The  discussion  of  the  report  would 
not  involve  the  subject  of  abolition  in  the  remotest 
degree.  He  wished  to  avoid  that  subject,  and  it 
was  precisely  to  avoid  it  that  he  wanted  this  report 
referred  to  a committee  of  the  whole.  He  wanted 
to  have  the  subject  put  at  rest  forever.  A favora- 
ble opportunity  was  now  presented  to  effect  this, 
and,  if  it  were  suffered  to  pass  by,  they  might  never 
have  another. 

Mr.  Harlan  now  moved  a reconsideration  of  the 
decision  to  lay  th  ? report  of  the  committee  upon 
the  table.  Mr  P Vise  gave  a notice  that,  if  a motion 
to  reconsider  should  prevail,  he  would  immediately 
move  to  refer  the  report  to  a committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union.  Mr.  Mason,  of 
Ohio,  moved  to  lay  Mr.  Harlan’s  motion  lor  recon- 
sideration on  the  table.  Mr.  Wise  demanded  on 
this  motion  the  yeas  and  nays.  Mr.  Adams  gave 
notice  to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  that,  if  he 
supposed  the  subject  of  abolition  would  not  be  in- 
volved in  the  discussion  of  this  report,  he  was  wide- 
ly mistaken.  It  would  involve  that  subject  most 
deeply  and  thoroughly  : as  well  as  the  question  of 
the  continuance  of  the  seat  of  government  within 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Wise  said  all  the  abolitionists  were  opposed 
to  retrocession,  because  this  District  was  their  cho- 
sen field  of  operations;  every  southern  man  ought 
to  vote  for  retrocession,  expressly  with  a view  to 
take  this  field  out  of  their  hands. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  taken  upon  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Mason,  and  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — 
Yeas  82,  nays  63. 

So  Mr.  Harlan’s  motion  to  reconsider  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  House  then  passed  to  the  unfinised  business 
of  the  morning  hour,  which  was  the  consideration 
of  Mr.  Hopkins’  resolutions  on  divorcing  the  gov- 
ernment from  the  newspaper  press. 

Mr.  Bond  resumed  and  continued  his  speech  in 
support  ofthe  motion;  until  he  was  again  cut  short 
by  the  expiration  of  the  morning  hour. 

Mr.  Cambrelcng  moved  that  the  house  proceed 
to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Wise,  by  consent,  put  to  Mr.  Hamer  the  in- 
quiry when  the  house  might  expect  his  promised 
resolution  on  the  subject  ot  the  resumption  ofspecie 
payment  by  the  banks. 

Mr.  Himer  rose,  and  was  about  to  reply,  when 

Mr.  Pririkin  objected.  [A  laugh.] 

Mr.  Wise,  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  to  allow 


of  the  reply  being  given;  but  the  house  refused  to 
suspend — Ayes  86,  noes  54:  not  two-thirds. 

The  navy  appropriation  bill  was  then  read  a third 
time,  and  put  on  its  passage,  when 

Mr.  Mallory,  of  Virginia,  after  a few  prefatory  re- 
marks, read  a letter  from  com.  Jones,  addressed  to 
himself,  and  vindicatory  of  his  character  as  con- 
nected with  the  exploring  expedition:  and  said  that, 
at  a proper  time,  he  should  move  its  reference  to  a 
committee  of  the  house  with  a view  to  a regular  in- 
vestigation ofthe  whole  subject.  Mr.  M.  then  went 
into  a series  of  remarks  explanatory  of  the  course 
of  the  commodore. 

Mr.  Hoffman  explained  on  the  subject  of  the  ap- 
pointment of  lieutenant  Wilkes,  which  he  insisted 
was  not  an  infringement  of  the  rights  of  senior  olli 
cers,  inasmuch  as  this  was  a special  service,  to 
which  the  ordinary  rules  of  seniority  did  not  apply, 
as  was  manifest  in  the  British  practice  in  the  case 
of  Cook,  Ross,  and  Parry,  who  were  all  inferior 
officers  when  appointed  on  similar  expeditions. 

The  discussion  of  this  point  was  continued  be- 
tween Messrs.  Hoffman  and  Wise,  in  several  re- 
joinders. 

Mr.  Ingham  then  made  some  statements  in  rela- 
tion to  the  alleged  expenditures  on  the  expedition, 
insisting  that  after  the  due  deductions  had  been 
made  for  the  vessels  and  material  still  on  hand, 
the  loss  which  had  occurred  would  not  amount  to 
$100,000. 

Mr.  Wise  controverted  this,  and  insisted  that  the 
loss  would  be  little  short  of  a quarter  of  a million. 
He  then  gave  some  advice  to  the  friends  of  the  ad- 
ministration on  the  subject  of  economy. 

Mr.  Boon  moved  the  previous  question,  and,  alter 
two  counts,  the  motion  was  sustained:  Ayes  68, 
noes  64. 

The  previous  question  was  then  put  and  carried, 
and  the  bill  was  passed. 

A bill  trom  the  senate  for  completing  the  re- 
moval of  the  raft  in  Red  river,  was  read  a third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  continuing  the  Cumberland  road 
through  Indiana  and  Illinois,  with  amendments  from 
the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union, 
coming  up  next  in  order,  was  debated  throughout 
the  residue  ofthe  sitting. 

Mr.  Underwood  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the 
committee  ofthe  whole,  with  instructions  to  report 
a bill  ceedingthe  whole  of  the  road,  in  its  present 
state,  to  the  states  through  which  it  runs. 

The  motion  was  supported  by  Mr.  Campbell,  of 
South  Carolina,  warmly  opposed  by  Messrs.  Ewing 
and  Boon,  of  Indiana,  and  explained  and  defended 
by  the  mover,  wh>jn  Mr.  Pope,  of  Kentucky,  hav- 
ing obtained  the  floor,  <rave  way  for  a motion  to  ad- 
journ; and  the  house  thereupon  adjourned. 

Thursday’s  proceedings. 

Senate,  April  12.  Mr.  Buchanan  presented  the 
proceedings  of  a meeting  in  Washington  county, 
Pennsylvania,  on  the  subject  of  the  late  duel,  and 
recommending  to  congress  to  pass  a law  prohibit- 
ing any  one  concerned  in  a duel  trom  holding  any 
office  under  the  government.  Laid  on  the  table, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Norvell  ottered  a resolution,  which  lies  over 
one  day,  that  senators,  if  absent,  must  be  absent  on 
leave,  or  be  necessarily  detained  by  sickness,  under 
the  penalty  of  not  receiving  their  pay  during  such 
absence. 

Mr.  Grundy,  from  the  select  committee  on  the 
case  of  Mr.  Ruggles,  accused  of  corrupt  practices, 
made  a report,  accompanied  with  documents,  to 
which  was  appended  the  following  resolution, 
unanimously  approved  by  the  committee,  and  which 
lies  on  the  table  for  consideration: 

Resolved,  That  there  is  no  sufficient  evidence  to 
establish  the  charges  of  corruption  made  against 
the  lion.  John  Rugbies. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Grundy,  (the  report  having 
been  read,)  500  extra  copies  ofthe  report  and  docu- 
ments were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wall,  the  report  of  captain 
Carney  and  others,  on  certain  coast  surveys,  was 
referred,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  bills  supplementary  to  the  act  for  the  ad- 
justment of  titles  to  land  in  Detroit,  Michigan,  and 
for  other  purposes;  for  the  relief  of  Jabez  L.  and 
Asa  White;  and  for  the  relief  of  James  Dutton, 
were  severally  read  a third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bills  for  the  relief  of  Elias  Johns,  of  Chris- 
topher Clark,  of  Thomas  Cooper,  and  of  Philip 
Marshall,  and  others,  were  severally  considered, 
and  ordered  to  a third  reading. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  importation,  duty  free, 
of  one  of  Napier’s  improved  printing  presses,  was 
recommitted  to  the  committee  on  finance. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  reduce  and  graduate  the  price  of  the  public 
lands. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Hubbard,  the  bill  was  modified 
so  as  to  make  the  minimum  price  seventy-five 
cents,  and  the  longest  time  for  any  particular  pro- 
cess of  reduction  ten  years. 

Mr.  Walker  entered  into  a general  argument, 
chiefly  statistical,  in  favor  of  the  bill.  Mr.  Benton 
spoke  also  in  favor  of  the  bill.  Mr.  Crittenden 
spoke  briefly  in  opposition  to  the  bill.  Mr.  Tipton 
moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  limiting  each  purchas- 
er under  it  to  a quarter  section.  Mr.  Walker  mov- 
ed to  amend  this  amendment  by  fixing  the  limit  to 
one  section  instead  of  a quarter. 

These  amendments  were  discussed  by  Messrs. 
Tipton,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Walker,  Sevier,  Robin- 
son, King,  and  Benton. 

Mr.  W alker’s  amendment,  fixing  the  limit  on  one 
section  for  each  purchaser,  was  agreed  to:  Ayes 
18,  noes  14. 

Mr.  Tipton,  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Walker, 
amended  his  amendment  as  now  modified,  by  pro- 
viding that  no  purchaser  under  this  bill  should  be 
prohibited  from  buying  any  quantity  of  land  at 
$1  25  per  acre. 

The  amendment,  thus  amended,  was  adopted  by 
the  following  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Buchanan,  Clay,  of  Ky. 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Hubbard,  McKean, 
Merrick,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives, 
Roane,  Robbins,  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Smith,  of 
Indiana,  Swift,  Tipton,  Walker,  Wall,  Williams — 
23. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Benton,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Ful- 
ton, Grundy,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Norvell, 
Robinson,  Sevier,  Trotter,  White,  Young — 14. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  by  the  fol- 
lowing vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Clay,  of  Alaba- 
ma, Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lump- 
kin, Lyon,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell,  Robinson, 
Sevier,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Tipton,  Trotter,  Walk- 
er, White,  Young — 21. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Buchanan,  Clay,  of  Kentucky, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  McKean,  Merrick, 
Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Roane,  Robbins,  Smith, 
of  Connecticut,  Swift,  Wall,  Williams — 16. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

House  of  Representatives,  Thursday  April  12.  Mr. 
Fairfield  and  Mr.  McKennan,  on  leave,  presented 
sundry  memorials  on  the  subject  ofthe  late  duel. 

Mr.  Naylor  asked  leave  to  otter  two  resolutions  of 
inquiry  in  the  following  terms  : 

Whereas  a resolution  was  passed  this  house  on 
the  seventh  of  December  last,  requesting  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  “to  furnish  to  this  house 
(anong  other  things,)  copies  of  all  letters,  docu- 
ments, and  communications  which  have  passed  be- 
tween the  secretary  ofthe  navy,  the  commissioners 
of  the  navy  board,  and  the  officers  or  persons  rela- 
tive to  all  matters  connected  with  the  preparation, 
outfit,  and  sailing  of  the  exploring  expedition;”  and 
whereas  this  house  has  not  yet  been  furnished  with 
the  documents,  letters,  and  communications  called 
for,  although  upwards  of  four  months  have  elapsed 
since  the  passage  of  the  resolution,  and  the  session 
is  now  drawing  towards  a close: 

Therefore,  resolved,  That  the  president  of  the 
United  States  be  requested  to  inform  this  house 
whether  or  not  he  intends  to  comply  with  the  re- 
quest of  this  resolution,  by  transmitting  the  copies 
ofthe  documents,  letters,  and  papers  called  for,  and 
why  they  have  not  long  since  been  furnished. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  communicate  at  as  early  a time  as 
practicable  whether  the  number  of  the  scientific 
corps  appointed  to  the  exploring  expedition  has 
been,  or  is  to  be,  reduced;  and  if  so,  to  communi- 
cate the  namps  of  those  who  are  to  be  dismissed, 
copies  of  their  appointments,  and  the  cause-  of  the 
reduction:  as  also  copies  of  all  letters  and  corres- 
pondence which  have  passed  between  them,  or 
either  of  them,  and  Ihe  secretary  of  the  navy,  sec- 
retary of  war,  commissioners  of  the  navy  board,  or 
any  other  agent  or  officer  of  the  United  States  rela- 
tive to  the  matters  connected  with  the  objects,  pre- 
paration, outfit,  and  sailing  of  the  expedition. 

The  house  refused  leave  to  Mr.  Naylor  to  offer 
these  resolutions  at  this  time.  The  vole  on  this  re- 
quest disclosing  the  fact  that  no  quorum  was  pre- 
sent— 

Mr.  Haynes  moved  a call  of  the  house. 

On  this  motion,  Mr.  Petrikin  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays:  which,  being  taken,  resulted  as  follows — 
Yeas  58,  nays  63.  So  the  call  was  refused. 

The  following  reports  were  received: 

Mr.  Underwood,  from  the  select  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  2Sth  December  last,  reported  a joint 
resolution,  requiring  the  secretary  of  war  to  deliver 
to  Frederick  Hancock  and  George  W.  Woodward 
the  flag  carried  by  the  enemy  in-the  battle  and  mas- 
sacre of  Wyoming  in  July,  1778,  to  be  deposited 
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in  such  place  as  the  people  of  Wyoming  Valley 
may  designate,  until  the  president  of  the  United 
States  may  thinlc  proper  to  reclaim  it. 

Mr.  U.  briefly  explained  the  grounds  of  the  re- 
port, and  observed  that,  since  the  application  lor 
this  flag  had  been  made,  it  had  been  discovered  that 
it  was  not  the  flag  borne  by  the  American  forces, 
but  by  their  enemies  and  c.  uel  destroyers.  He  also 
said  he  had  consulted  the  account  of  the  massacre, 
as  given  by  Potter  in  his  history  of  the  United 
States,  but  on  referring  to  gentlemen  from  the  spot, 
he  had  been  assured  that  the  representations  ol  that 
historian  were  extremely  inaccurate,  and  not  at  all 
to  be  relied  upon.  He  quoted,  particularly,  Pot- 
ter’s description  of  the  massacre,  and  said  he  had 
been  informed  that  nearly  the  whole  was  without 
foundation.  As  to  the  resolution  itself,  he  pre- 
sumed there  could  be  no  objection  to  it.  It  merely 
gave  a permission  which,  under  the  circumstances, 
wo>ild  probably  never  be  acted  upon. 

Mr.  Petrikia , the  representative  from  Wyoming, 
observed  that  but  one  person  had  been  here  examin- 
ing the  flig  in  the  first  instance;  sincj  then,  others 
had  seen  it,  and  ascertained  that  it  was  the  flag  of 
the  British  party  who  had  been  engaged  in  the 
massacre,  and  there  was  now  no  desire  at  Wyo- 
ming to  possess  or  to  look  at  it.  H : hoped  the  reso- 
lution would  not  pass;  and  he  moved  to  lay  it  on 
the  table.  H?  withdrew  the  motion,  however,  at 
the  request  of 

Mr.  Potter,  of  Pennsylvania,  who  addressed  the 
house  in  remarks  of  some  length,  of  which  a re- 
port shall  appear  in  our  next. 

Mr.  Pelrikin  now  renewed  his  motion  to  lay  the 
resolution  on  the  table  ; which  was  agreed  to.  So 
the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  house  now  passed  to  the  orders  of  the  day, 
and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  extend 
the  Cumberland  road  through  Ohio,  Indiana,  and 
Illinois;  and  the  question  being  upon  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Und  srwood,  proposing  a re-commitment  of  the 
bill,  with  instructions  to  cede  the  road  to  the  states 
through  which  it  passes;  together  with  an  amend- 
ment thereto  moved  by  Mr.  Ewing,  as  follows: 

Provided , however.  That  the  same  sum  per  mile, 
be,  and  is  hereby  appropriated  to  finish  and  com- 
plete the  work  yet  unfinished,  to  Jeiferson  city,  in 
the  state  of  Missouri,  as  has  been  expended  per 
mile  on  the  portion  of  said  road  already  transferred 
and  ceded  to  the  states  through  which  it  passes; 
and  said  average  sum  per  mile  shad  be  paid  to  the 
states  immediately  interested,  in  three  annual  in- 
stalments, the  first  to  be  payable  on  the  passage 
and  approval  of  this  act. 

Mr.  Pope,  who  had  the  floor  from  yesterday, 
went  into  a general  discussion  of  the  origin,  pro- 
gress, constitutionality,  and  expediency  of  continu- 
ing and  completing  the  road.  He  examined  the 
doctrine  of  contract  as  applied  to  this  work,  insist- 
ing that  the  government  was  bound  to  complete  it, 
and  dwelt  upon  the  injustice  and  the  national  dis- 
c-race of  now  abandoning  the  work. 

° Mr.  Holsey,  of  Georgia,  next  took  the  floor,  in 
decided  opposition  to  the  bill  generally;  insisting 
that  the  appropriations  for  this  road  went  to  create 
a national  debt,  and  to  advance  consolidation.  He 
argued  the  constitutional  question,  insisting  that 
the  whole  system  of  internal  improvements  by  the 
general  government  was  unconstitutional,  and  that 
the  continuance  of  this  road  was  bad  policy  in  every 
view.  He  utterly  scouted  the  doctrine  of  contract 
as  binding  the  general  gcvernment  to  its  construc- 
tion. 

Mr.  Robertson  expressed  much  gratification  at 
the  presentation  of  Mr.  Underwood’s  amendment, 
in  which  he  thought  he  saw  the  dawn  of  better  times 
— when  the  system  of  internal  improvements  by 
the  general  government  should  be  totally  aban- 
doned, or  at  least  placed  upon  a footing  of  more 
equal  justice.  He  denied  the  obligation  of  any  con- 
tracts in  relation  to  this  road  between  the  states 
and  the  general  government,  since  the  states  had 
received  far  over  the  amount  of  their  2 per  cent, 
fund. 

Mr.  Underwood  supplied  him  with  a statement 
going  to  show  that  more  than  seven  millions  had 
been  expended  upon  this  road  by  the  United 
States. 

| Mr.  Robertson  then  went  into  a constitutional  ar- 
gument against  the  system  of  internal  improve- 
ments as  a whole.  If  the  system  operated  unequally, 
it  ought  to  be  abolished  as  unjust:  if  it  operated 
equally,  it  ought  to  be  abolished  as  useless.  He 
adverted  to  the  exhausted  state  of  the  treasury, 
and  appealed  to  the  friends  of  the  administration 
as  having  the  power  to  arrest  this  system;  for  which 
there  could  not  be  a better  opportunity  than  the 
present. 

Mr.  Rariden  traced  back  the  history  of  the  road 
from  its  commencement ; adverted  lo  the  contin- 
ued favor  shown  it  by  the  government;  the  sanc- 


tion of  its  constitutionality  by  Jefterson,  Madison, 
and  Gallatin,  Monroe,  Adams,  and  Jackson;  and 
deprecated  the  injury  which  must  result  from  with- 
holding the  appropriation  now  proposed  in  the  bill. 
Ha  regretted  the  unexpected  quarter  from  which 
the  opposition  to  it  now  proceeded. 

Mr.  Atherton,  expressed  his  concurrence  in  the 
views  taken  by  Messrs.  Campbell,  Underwood,  and 
Robertson,  against  the  bill;  denied  the  obligation  of 
any  contract  in  the  matter;  quoted  a speech  of  Mr. 
Clay’s  in  the  senate,  in  1835,  and  another  of  Mr. 
P.  Barbour’s  in  the  house,  of  an  earlier  date;  ar- 
gued-generally  against  the  system,  and  concluded 
by  sending  to  be  read  at  the  clerk’s  table  certain 
resolutions  adopted  by  the  legislature,  of  New 
Hampshire. 

Mr.  Good  briefly  expressed  his  regret  at  the  op- 
position of  Mr.  Underwood  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Mercer  then  went  into  an  extended  vindica- 
tion of  the  bill,  and  of  the  system  of  internal  im- 
provements generally;  he  went  into  the  question  of 
its  constitutionality,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Giles 
and  Randolph,  of  Virginia,  as  having  both  reported 
in  favor  of  the  system,  of  which  those  two  decided 
advocates  of  state-rights  were  virtually  the  lathers. 
He  argued  the  right  to  make  this  and  other  roads 
in  the  new  lands,  on  the  ground  of  proprietorship  in 
the  United  States,  and  insisted  strongly  on  their 
utility  snd  indispensable  importance  in  time  of  war; 
an  event  he  dreaded  as  likely  soon  to  take  place  on 
our  western  frontier.  In  conclusion,  he  replied  to 
the  speech  of  Mr.  Robertson,  whose  charges 
against  the  manner  in  which  the  system  had  been 
conducted  he  considered  as  very  unfair, 

Mr.  Haynes  having  obtained  the-  floor,  moved  an 
adjournment;  which  motion  prevailing. 

The  house  adjourned. 


CHRONICLE, 

Texas.  The  assembly  of  New  York  by  a vote 
of  80  to  13,  have  adopted  the  following  resolu- 
tion— 

Resolved,  (if  the  senate  concur,!  That  the  ad- 
mission of  the  republic  of  Texas  into  this  union 
would  be  entirely  repugnant  to  the  will  of  the  peo- 
ple of  this  state,  ami  would  endanger  the  union  of 
these  United  States.” 

The  Boston  Post  says  that  the  president  and 
cashier  of  the  Commercial  bank  of  that  city  have 
been  returned  by  the  gr-and  jury  as  guilty  of  wilful 
perjury,  and  warrants  have  been  issued  against 
them.  They  have  both  absconded. 

Department  of  Slate,  Washington  April  2,  1838. 
Information  has  been  received  at  this  department 
from  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Kingston, 
Jamacia,  in  a letter  dated  on  the  19th  ultimo,  that 
a duty  of  six  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  thousand  is 
now  charged  at  that  port  on  flooring  boards  that 
are  tongued,  grooved  and  planed,  being  one  dollar 
sixty-twm  and  a half  cents  more  than  when  in  a 
rough  state. 

Gen.  Win.  H.  Marriott,  of  the  city  of  Baltimore, 
was  on  the  12th  inst.  unanimously  nominated  by 
the  convention  of  the  friends  of  the  national  ad- 
ministration, as  a candidate  for  congress  to  supply 
the  vacancy  occasioned  hy  the  death  of  Mr.  Me- 
Kim. 

Blasphemy.  The  supreme  court  of  Massachu- 
setts has  denied  to  Abner  Kneelarid  the  right  of 
appeal  to  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States, 
against  the  verdict  of  a jury,  pronouncing  him 
guilty  of  blasphemy.  When  Mr.  Kneelarid  had 
read  his  reasons  for -an  appeal,  the  Boston  Post 
says,  “That  chief  justice  Shaw  replied  that  an  ap- 
peal would  not  lie  because  the  case  did  not  come 
within  any  law  of  the  United  States.  Neither  did 
the  state  law  under  which  he  was  convicted,  con- 
flict with  any  provision  of  the  constitution  ol  the 
United  States.  That  constitution  only  prohibited 
congress  from  passing  laws  respecting  reliction-,  and 
therefore  left  it  to  the  state  to  legislate  upon  that 
great  subject.  His  honor  added,  that  if  he  knew  of 
any  way  in  which  Mr.  K.’s  case  could  be  carried  tip 
to  the  United  States  supreme  court,  he  certainly 
would  inform  him  of  the  best  course  to  pursue  lo 
e fleet  that  purpose.  If  the  case  were  appealable, 
a writ  of  error  was  the  only  method  known  to  the 
law,  hy  which  it  could  be  done.” 

The  Pittsburg  Manufacturer  of  Saturday  says: 

The  rivers  are  falling  fast;  at  present  there 
is  but  six  feet  water  in  the  channel.  Steamboats 
are  still  departing  and  arriving  briskly,  freight 
rather  scarce,  but  passengers  numerous. 

Business  on  the  canal  is  not  large,  but  will  pro- 
bably increase  gradually  through  the  season. 

The  Yarmouth  Register  says  that  captain  Isaiah 
Baker  has  8 sons  at  sea. 

Dreadful  casually.  The  Nashua  (N.  H.)  Gazette 
of  Friday  states  that  the  following  dreadful  casualty 


occurred  in  the  town  of  Nelson  on  the  previous 
Saturday.  Henry  Melville,  esq.,  president  of  the 
Manufacturers’  Bank  at  New  Ipswich,  was  engag- 
ed in  blasting  rocks,  and  was  stooping  down  to 
communicate  fire  to  the  train,  when  a coal  was 
blown  by  the  wind  directly  upon  the  powder,  and 
the  whole  charge  exploded.  Mr.  Melville  was 
shockingly  mangled;  his  arm  and  shoulder  were 
broken;  his  head  bruised,  and  both  his  eyes  put  out. 
In  this  state  he  lingered  (ill  Tuesday  night  last, 
when  he  expired.  He  was  about  fifty  yeais  of  age, 
and  was  extensively  known  and  respected. 

Dahlias.  It  is  little  more  than  twenty  years  since 
the  first  dahlia  was  introduced  into  Europe,  and  al- 
ready it  has  become  the  universal  favorite  of  the 
the  florists.  It  is  a native  of  the  marshes  of  Peru: 
and  was  called  after  Dahl,  the  famous  Swedish 
botanist.  The  numberof  known  varieties  is  nearly 
five  hundred. 

Mortality  of  Washington  city.  According  to  the 
report  of  Dr.  Lindsley,  president  of  the  board  of 
health,  thirty-two  deaths  have  been  reported  to 
the  board  for  the  month  ending  the  31st  of  March. 
Of  these,  (here  were  of  the  age  of  two  years  and 
under,  eleven;  between  two  and  ten,  one;  between 
ten  and  thirty,  five;  between  thirty  and  forty,  six; 
between  filty  and  eighty,  seven;  upwards  of  eighty, 
two. 

Diseases.  Pleuresy,  six;  consumption,  six;  mea- 
sels,  one;  convulsions,  three;  childbed,  two;  still- 
born, one;  decline,  three;  dysentery,  one;  intem- 
perance, one;  not  reported,  three;  croup,  two; 
worms,  two;  small-pox,  one. 

Upper  Canada. — Sutherland  was  found  guilty  on 
the  3d,  and  was  sentenced  to  be  executed. 

The  reformers  addressed  the  new  governor,  Sir 
G.  Arthur,  on  the  subject  of  extending  the  royal 
clemency  to  Sutherland,  and  two  others,  Lount  and 
Mathews,  who  are  found  guilty  with  him,  and  to 
the  other  prisoners;  but  his  excellency’s  answer 
left  no  ground  tor  hope.  Lount  arid  Matthews  were 
ordered  to  be  executed  on  the  12th. 

We  learn  that  governor  Marcy  has  received  a 
very  friendly  letter  from  Sir  G.  Arthur,  the  new 
governor,  expressing  a desire  that  all  the  amicable 
relations  that  hitherto  subsisted  between  that  pro- 
vince and  the  United  States  may  be  immediately  re- 
established.— [tV.  Y.  Star. 

Lord  Gosford,  late  governor  general  of  the  Cana- 
das, has  sailed  for  London  in  the  ship  Toronto. 

It  was  stated  at  the  anniversary  of  the  Missis- 
sippi colonization  society,  held  at  Natchez  on  the 
14th  of  March,  that  captain  Isaac  Ross  of  that 
state  had  bequeathed  to  the  American  colonization 
society  his  entire  estate  estimated  at  400,000  dol- 
lars. His  will  emancipates  all  his  slaves,  amoun- 
ting to  170,  and  provides  for  their  removal  and  set- 
tlement in  the  society’s  colony. 

The  nett  profit  derived  by  (he  East  India  Com- 
pany from  the  opium  sold  at  Calcutta  in  the  year 
1S3G-7,  is  estimated  at  nine  and  a quarter  millions 
of  Spanish  dollars.  The  amount  sold  in  that  period 
was  16,916  chests.  It  is  usually  calculated  that  the 
cost  of  the  company  is  250  rupees  per  chest,  but  in 
the  above  estimate,  the  cost  is  put  at  3!  0.  The 
total  amount  received  from  the  four  sales  in  1836-7, 
was  25,395,300  rupees.  The  value  of  the  sicca 
rupee  is  about  46  cents.  The  amount  sold  last 
year  is  more  than  double  the  sale  of  IS31-2.  The 
greater  part  of  this  opium  goes  to  China. 

[ Philad . Nat.  Gaz. 

New  Orleans  and  Texas.  The  inlercourse  be- 
tween New  Orleans  and  Texas  is  becoming  daily 
more  frequent,  and  calls  are  already  made  in  the 
New  Orleans  papers,  for  increased  facilities  ofcori- 
veyance.  The  steam  packet  Columbia,  the  only 
one  in  the  trade,  has  been  doing  a highly  profitable 
business,  having  conveyed  about  seven  hundred 
passengers,  within  Ihe  last  two  months,  besides 
freight  sufficient  to  pay  lor  fuel  and^ther  charges. 
The  Bulletin  urges  that  the  steam  packet  Cuba  be 
put  into  the  trade. 

Great  fire  at  Natchitoches.  A fire  occurred  at 
Natchitoches,  Lou.  on  the  17th  of  March  which 
laid  a fair  portion  of  the  town  in  ruins.  It  broke 
out  in  the  building  owned  by  Mr.  Crossma'n,  and 
before  the  citizens  could  check  its  progress,  it  had 
laid  desolate  halt  the  square  upon  which  the  Epis- 
copaljchurch  stood.  The  residence  of  Mrs.  Har- 
rison. Dr.  Hord,  Mr.  Crossman,  Mr.  Martin,  toge- 
ther with  all  the  out  houses  from  the  church  (in- 
cluding that  building)  on  church  street,  to  the  old 
Exchange  bank  on  St-.  Dennis  street;  from  thence 
the  whole  width  of  the  square  to  second  street. 
The  loss  is  estimatimated  at  $90,000.  It  origina- 
ted through  the  negligence  of  a servant  in  the"  kit- 
chen.” 

William  C.  Lane,  whig,  has  been  elected  mayor 
of  St.  Louis,  by  a majority  of  (wo  hundred  and 
three,  votes  over  C.  Collins,  V.  B. 
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3C5*ln  t.ie  senate  yesterday,  tile  bid  to  prevent  the 
issuing  and  circulation  of  the  notes  of  the  late  Bank 
of  the  Un. ted  Sta'es  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  lor 
a third  reading:  Ayes  27,  nays  14. 

Bamks.  currency.  See.  It  will  be  seen  from  our 
notice  ot  the  proceedings  of  the  late  bank  conven- 
tion, inserted  in  a subsequent  page,  that  that  body 
adjourned,  sine  die,  on  Monday  last,  after  recom- 
mending to  all  the  bmks  of  tile’  several  states  to  re- 
sume specie-payments  on  the  first  Monday  of  Jan- 
uary n xt,  without  pr.-cluding  an  earlier  resumption 
on  the  part  of  such  banks  as  may  find  it  necessary, 
or  deem  it  proper.  The  recommendation  was 
adopted  by  the  following  vote  : 

Yeas.  Nays. 

Maine, 

Vermont, 

Massachusetts 
Rhode  Island, 

Connecticut, 

New  Jersey, 

Delaware, 

District  of  Columbia, 

Virginia, 

North  Carolina, 

Indiana, 

Illinois, 

Missouri. 

Tne  committee  was  composed  of  one  hundred 
and  forty-three  delegates,  from  eighteen  different 
states,  viz: 


Absent. 

New  York,  New  Hampshire, 
Mississippi.  Pennsylvania, 

, Maryland, 

South  Carolina, 
Georgia, 

Ohio, 

Kentucky, 
Tennessee, 
Alabama, 
Michigan. 


Maine, 

1 

Pennsylvania, 

2 

Vermont, 

6 

Maryland, 

6 

N.  Hampshire, 

1 

Dis.  of  Columbia 

. 2 

Massachusetts, 

24 

Virginia, 

4 

Rhode  Island, 

9 

North  Carolina, 

1 

Connecticut, 

24 

Indiana, 

1 

New  York, 

40 

Mississippi, 

2 

New  Jersey, 

14 

Illinois, 

2 

Delaware,  ' 

3 

Missouri, 

I 

We  have  before 

u °-  a nu  m 

iber  of  comments 

upon 

the  proceedings. 

4 he  Philadelphia  U.  S.  Gazette, 

York  and  Mississippi,  says — 

The  banks  of  tile  former  are  compelled,  by  le- 
gislative enactment,  to  resume  in  May.  The  latter. 
Mississippi,  was  most  anxious  to  have  the  resump- 
tion deferred  to  July,  1839,  when  the  proceeds  of 
another  crop  would  be  realized. 

‘•Considering  the  peculiar  outcry  recently  made 
in  Virginia,  undoubtedly  many  will  be  surprised  to 
perceive  that  the  banks  of  that  state  went  for  the 
most  distant  date  ol  resumption,  viz.  January;  and 
the  Boston  banks,  carrying  with  them  the  votes  of 
Massachusetts,  Maine,  and  Connecticut,  were  on 
the  same  side,  notwithstanding  the  comforting  con- 
clusions to  which  the  New  Yorkers  had  come  re- 
lative to  their  eastern  brethren. 

‘■The  banks  ol  New  York,  it  will  be  perceived, 
were  the  only  ones  that  desired  the  early  resump- 
tion, and  they  desire  it  because,  by  the  laws  of  that 
state,  they  were  compelled  to  resume  in  May.  The 
bank  convention,  then,  has  sustained  Mr.  Biddle’s 
letter,  and  thus  averted  Iroin  itself  the  ridicule  which 
would  have  followedilsadoptionoftheN.  York  plan.” 

The  New  York  Commercial  says — lTt  is  under- 
stood that  the  New  England  delegations  avowed 
themselves  ready  to  resume  with  New  York,  provi- 
ded they  could  be  satisfied  that  it  was  best  to  do  so, 
irrespective  of  the  situation  of  the  banks  of  the 
south  and  west.  But  of  this  fact  they  were  not 
satisfied — their  opinion  being  that  the  business  re- 
lations of  the  whole  country  ought  first  to  be  so  far 
adjusted,  as  to  enable  the  banks  of  the  union  to  re- 
sume simultaneously.  The  Connecticut  delegates 
from  the  first  avowed  their  readiness  to  resume 
with  N'W  York,  provided  the  banks  of  the  latter 
would  assure  them  that  their  depositors  were  to  be 
paid  in  specie.  The  funds  of  the  Connecticut 
banks  being  mostly  in  New  York  on  deposite,  they 
should  of  course  look  to  the  New  York  banks  for 
the  means  of  sustaining  their  own  resumption.” 

“It  is  not  to  be  denied,  however,  that  the  eastern 
delegates  were  disposed,  rather  to  favor  the  views 
ol  the  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore  banks,  than  those 
of  New  York.  In  a free  conversation  with  several 
ol  those  delegates,  they  frankly  avowed  that  their 
interests  and  sympathies  were  with  Philadelphia 
and  Baltimore,  for  the  reason  that  while  the  course 
of  the  Now  York  banks,  during  the  year  past,  had 
Vo t.  LIV.— Sio.  8. 


in  a measure  closed  New  York  against  them  as  a 
market,  the  opposite  policy  of  Philadelphia  and 
Baltimore  had  opened  those  cities  as  markets  for 
their  manufactures.” 

On  Thursday,  the  12lh  instant,  governor  Marcy 
transmitted  a special  message  to  both  houses  of  the 
legislature,  recommending  that  the  commissioners  of 
the  canal  fund  be  authorized  to  issue  the  state  stock, 
required  for  the  completion  of  the  public  works, 
and  loan  it  to  the  ban k*,«*f  the  emergency  shall  arise 
demanding  its  use,  iti  aid  of  a resumption  of  specie 
payments. 

In  the  senate,  the  message  was  referred  to  the 
committee  on  banks,  (Messrs.  Powers,  Wager,  and 
Moseley,)  and  in  the  house,  to  a committee  of  one 
from  each  senate  district,  consisting  of  Messrs. 
Birdseye,  Ruggles,  Floyd,  J.  Miller,  Mann,  Wardwell, 
G.  W.  Patterson,  and  Hurd.  On  Tuesday  last  the 
committee  of  the  house  made  a report  adverse  to  the 
recommendation  of  the  governor,  and  concluding 
with  the  following  joint  resolutions: 

1st.  That  the  senators  and  representatives  of  the 
state  of  New  York  in  congress,  be  requested  to  ex- 
ert every  effort  to  procure  the  passage  of  a law  or 
resolution,  directing  the  officers  of  the  general  go- 
vernment to  receive  the  bills  of  specie-paying  banks. 

2d.  That  the  governor  convene  the  legislature  at 
any  time  on  or  before  the  16th  of  May  next,  when- 
ever he  shall  have  occasion  to  believe  the  banks  will 
be  obstructed  or  embarrassed  in  the  resumption  or 
maintenance  of  specie  payments,  whether  by  the 
united  action  of  the  general  government,  or  that  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  any  other  cause. 

3d.  Tnat  the  legislature  have  entire  confidence  in 
the  ability  of  the  banks  to  continue  the  resumption. 

4th.  But  if  it  shall  be  found  otherwise,  pledges 
the  legislature  to  come  to  the  rescue  of  the  banks  of 
this  state,  with  the  most  ample  measures  and  means  to 
tile  full  extent  of  the  resources  and  credit  of  the  state. 

fii3“The  message  shall  have  a place  in  the  next 
“Register.  ” 

A slip  from  the  Nashville  Whig  under  date  of 
6th  instant,  states  that  the  Planters’  Bank  of  Ten- 
nessee had  refused  to  receive  Alabama  bank  paper 
except  in  payment  of  debts  due  it,  and  it  is  inferred 
that  the  Union  bank  would  adopt  the  same  course. 
The  same  slip  says — 

The  brokers  are  buying  eastern  funds  to-day — 
such  as  U.  S.  Bank  notes,  floating  bank  checks,  &c. 
at  16  a 18  per  cent,  pre.;  Virginia  money  14al6  do.; 
N.  & S.  Carolina  and  Georgia  6 to  8 do.;  Ky.  14a 
15  do.;  specie  17alS  do.;  gold  18al9  do.;  N.  O. 
funds  10al2  do. 

The  rates  of  Mississippi  money  have  not  varied 
since  last  report — river  banks  12  1-2  to  15  dis.,  in- 
terior to  20  do. 

VVe  again  caution  our  country  friends  against  the 
notes  of  the  Brandon  Bank.  A letter  from  N.  O. 
dated  on  Sunday  says,  they  are  selling  there  at  30 
per  cent,  disc.,  and  the  situation  of  the  bank  is  be- 
lieved to  be  critical. 

From  Florida.  The  account  of  the  capture  of 
the  Indians  encamped  near  fort  Jupiter  is  confirmed. 
A letter  from  that  post,  dated  the  23d  ult.  which  we 
find  in  a St.  Augustine  paper  of  the  7th  instant, 
contains  the  following  nolice  of  that  event: 

“The  grab  game  has  been  played.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  the  21st,  about  two  o’clock,  we  moved,  part 
crossing  the  creek,  the  balance  heading  it.  Having 
formed  ourselves  according  to  previous  arrange- 
ments, we  waited  the  approach  of  day,  and  then  the 
signal  was  given  to  advance,  when  the  whole  force 
moved  up  simultaneously,  and,  before  they  had  time 
to  look  around,  the  Indians  were  completely  sur- 
rounded. The  whole  number,  men,  women,  anil 
children,  is  512;  146  rifles,  143  wrrriors.  No  news 
about  future  movements — many  conjectures.” 

St.  Augustine,  April  7.  Three  hundred  of  the  cap- 
tured Indians  have  been  shipped  to  Key  Biscayne, 
and  the  remainder  have  gone  over  land  to  Tampa. 
More  recent  arrivals  inform  us  that  col.  Bankhead 
had  come  up  with  Sam  Jones,  about  45  miles  south- 
west of  fort  Jupiter,  whom  he  attacked  in  front  and 
endeavored  to  surround;  but,  after  a skirmish  of  a few 
minutes,  the  Indians  fled  They  are  now  on  an  island 
in  the  Okee-chobe,  from  which  it  is  said  they  cannot 
escape.  Previous  to  the  attack,  it  is  stated  a flag  ol 
truce  was  sent  to  them,  but  the  Indians  fired  upon  it. 

The  following  is  an  extract  of  an  order  issued  by 
general  Jesup,  in  ieference  to  this  capture: 


Orders  no.  77. 

Head  quarters,  army  of  the  south, 

Fort  Jupiter,  Flonda,  March  23,  1833. 

Par.  1.  The  major-general  commanding  returns  his 
thanks  to  colonel  Twiggs  and  the  oflicers  and  soldiers 
of  his  command,  for  the  admirable  manner  in  which 
they  performed  the  duty  assigned  to  them  this  morning. 
Colonel  Twigg’s  plan  for  surrounding  and  securing  the 
Seminoles  was  most  judicious,  and  such  was  the  pru- 
dence and  judgment  with  which  it  was  executed,  that 
more  than  five  hundred  Indians,  and  among  them 
about  a hundred  and  fifty  warriors,  were  taken  and 
brought  into  camp,  without  the  loss  of  a single  drop  of 
blood  on  either  side. 

By  order  of  major-general  Jesup: 

J.  A.  Chambers, 

A.  D.  C.  and  A.  A.  Gen. 

New  York.  The  followingofficial  returns  ofthe 
late  election  for  mayor,  &c.  in  New  York  are  from 
the  “Courier  and  Enquirer:” 

Wards.  Clark.  Varian.  Riker.  Scat’g.  Whole  No.  polled 

1 1189  448  21  2 1660 

2 882  324  19  2 1227 

3 1176  561  37  1774 

4 1185  1052  17  2 2256 

5 1399  1143  42  2534 

6 912  1073  32  2022 

7 1773  1784  28  3585 

8 2037  1937  61  3 4090 

9 1452  1839  25  3 3319 

10  1292  1632  15  3 2992 

11  621  1346  1 2 1970 

12  301  563  9 873 

13  1103  1347  8 6 2469 

14  1212  1253  16  2 2433 

15  1206  610  30  3 1849 

16  848  956  14  1 1819 

17  1130  1227  18  2375 


19,723  19,200  395  29 


33,347 


Clark’s  majority  over  Varian,  523 
Do  do  over  all,  99 

The  members  elect  of  the  common  council  are  as 
follows: 

Wards.  Aldermen.  Assistants. 

1st,  J.  P.  Phenix,*  Calvin  Baylis.* 

2d,  Edward  Taylor,*  Caleb  S.  Woodhull* 

3d,  Egbert  Benson,*  Ellis  Potter,* 

4th,  William  Hall,*  Samuel  Sparks,* 

5th,  Robert  Smith,*  Abel  T.  Anderson,* 

6th,  James  Lynch,*  C.  Crolius,  jr* 

7 h,  Samuel  J.  Wills,  Thos  Connor. 

8th,  Charles  De  Forrest,*  Joseph  N.  Barnes,* 

9th,  Thos.  G.  Tallmadge,  Freeman  Campbell], 

10h,  Elijah  F.  Purdy,  Thomas  D.  Howe, 

11th,  Nehem  Waterbury,  Monmouth  B.  Hart, 

12th,  Abm.  V.  Williams,  Nath.  Jarvis,  jr., 

13th,  James  B.  Cook,  Corns.  B.  Timpson, 

14th,  Jos.  R.  Taylor,*  Jacob  B.  Bunting,* 

15th,  Thomas  Lawrence,*  David  Graham,  jr* 

16th,  Wm.  W.  Holley,  Daniel  F.  Tiernan, 

17th,  Thos.  Jeremiah,  Orville  J.  Nash. 

Those  marked  (*)  are  whigs 

Connecticut.  The  whig  candidate  for  governor 
was  elected  by  a majority  of  five  thousand  six  hun- 
dred and  eighty-seven  votes.  The  following  com- 
parative statement  of  the  votes  for  governor  in  1837 
and  1838,  will  be  useful  for  reference: 


1833. 


W. 

V.  B. 

Con. 

Ellsworth.  Beers. 

Phelps. 

5215 

3591 

699 

4499 

3578 

120 

4184 

3268 

97 

3875 

3339 

73 

1973 

2014 

28 

1560 

1334 

175 

2402 

1755 

80 

5367 

2407 

195 

27,082 

21,395 

1,475 

1837. 

Counties.  Adm.  Whig. 
Hartford,  4396  4395 
New  Haven,  4040  3625 
Fairfield,  3619  3219 
Litchfield,  3513  3410 
Middlesex,  3153  1410 
Tolland,  1561  1378 
Windham,  1972  1836 
New  London, 2512  2256 


23,805  21,508 

Total  vote  in  1837,  - - - - 45  313 

Total  vote  in  1837,  ....  49^952 

Administration  majority  in  1838,  - - 2 297 

Whig  majority  in  1838,  ...  5 ggy 

United  Whig  and  Conservative  majority,  7,162 

The  Cherokees.  It  is  said,  that  general  Scott  is  to 
be  despatched  to  the  Cherokee  country,  and  will  re- 
pair there  in  a few  days  To  look  dovvn’all  opposition 
at  once,  and  to  prevent  any  repetition  of  such  scenes 
ns  have  occurred  in  Florida,  it  is  also  said  that  he  will 
be  authorized  to  call  for  a military  force  from  Tennes- 
see, Georgia,  Alabama,  and  North  Carolina.  About 
seven  regiments,  besides  regular  troops,  may  be  called 
into  service — and  in  the  long  run,  it  will  be  the  sound- 
est economy.  [Richmond  Enquirer,  7th  ins t. 
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Pensions,  &c.  The  following  circular  to  pen- 
sion agents  has  been  issued  by  the  second  comptroll- 
er, in  "conformity  with  the  law  of  the  6lh  instant, 
therein  referred  to: 

CIRCULAR. 

Treasury  department, 

Second  comptroller's  office,  April  12,  1838. 

Sir:  I herewith  transmit,  for  your  information  and 
guidance,  a copy  of  “An  act  directing  the  transfer  of 
money  remaining  unclaimed  by  certain  pensioners, 
and  authorising  the  payment  of  the  same  at  the  trea- 
sury of  the  United  States,”  passed  the  6th  instant. 

Hereafter,  you  will  make  no  payments  where  the 
pension  claimed  has  remained  due  for  the  term  ot 
eight  months  after  the  same  became  payable.  The 
law  above  mentioned  being  peremptory,  no  pay- 
ments made  in  violation  of  it  can  be  admitted  to 
your  credit. 

In  order  that  the  accounting  officers  may  be  in 
possession  of  such  evidence  as  will  afford  a check 
against  double  payments,  you  will,  immediately  on 
receipt  of  this  circular,  and  hereafter  immediately  on 
the  expiration  of  eight  months  subsequent  to  each 
semi-annual  payment,  certify  to  this  office  a correct 
list,  containing  the  name,  rank,  rate  of  pension,  and 
amount  due,  of  all  the  pensioners  remaining  unpaid 
on  the  roll  of  your  agency,  whose  pensions  have 
been  due  and  payable  for  the  term  of  eight  months 
prior  to  the  date  ot  such  certificate. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Albion  K.  Parkis, 

Comptroller. 

An  act  directing  the  transfer  of  money  remaining 

unclaimed  by  certain  pensioners,  and  authorising 

the  payment  of  the  same  at  the  treasury  of  the 

United  States. 

Be  it  enacted  by’the  senate  and  house  of  representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  congress  as- 
sembled, That  all  money  which  has  been,  or  may 
hereafter  be,  transmitted  to  the  agents  for  paying 
pensions,  which  may  have  remained,  or  may  hereal- 
ter  remain,  in  the  hands  of  said  agents  unclaimed  by 
any  pensioners  for  the  term  of  eight  months  after  the 
same  may  have  or  become  due  and  payable,  shall  be 
transferred  to  the  treasury  of  the  United  States;  and 
that  all  pensions  unclaimed  as  aforesaid,  shall  be 
thereafter  payable  only  at  the  treasury  of  the  United 
States,  and  out  of  any  money  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
transfer  directed  by  the  first  section  of  this  act  shall 
be  made  by  the  draft  of  the  commissioner  of  pensions 
upon  the  agents  for  paying  pensions,  and  in  favor  of 
the  treasurer  of  the  United  States;  and  that  the  form 
of  said  draft  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  secretary  of 
war. 

Mr.  Chevalier,  a gentleman  appointed  by  the 
French  government  to  examine  into  our  system  ol 
internal  improvements,  has  the  following  observa- 
tions upon  the  currency  in  his  excellent  letters  con- 
cerning this  country.  Coming  from  a source  at  once 
enlightened  and  disinterested,  they  merit  considera- 
tion. 

“Credit  is  the  primary  element  of  life  in  the  Uni- 
ted States;  they  live  on  it.  Without  credit,  those 
populous  towns  which  arise  on  all  sides  of  it  as  if  by 
enchantment:  those  rich  states  which  fringe  the 
margin  of  the  Atlantic,  which  stretch  to  the  west  of 
the  Alleghany,  and  extend  along  the  coast  of  the 
Ohio  and  Mississippi,  would  have  been  still  savage 
forests  and  bottomless  morasses.  New  York  alone 
possesses  twenty  banks,  the  mean  of  its  annual  dis- 
counts is  £25,000,000;  whereas,  at  Paris,  the  total 
discounts  of  the  banks  were,  in  1831  £9,000,000;  in 
1832,  only  £6,000,000.  At  Pniladelphia,  in  1831, 
the  discounts  rose  to  £32,000,000. 

A general  shake  to  credit,  even  for  the  shortest 
time,  is  here  more  terrible  than  the  most  frightful 
earthquake.  The  banks  have  acted  as  a lever  which 
has  enabled  the  Americans  to  establish  among  them- 
selves, to  their  own  great  profit,  the  agriculture  and 
industry  of  Europe,  and  which  has  covered  their  own 
territory  with  cities,  canals,  rail  roads,  manufacto- 
ries and  fertile  fields;  in  a word,  every  thing  which 
constitutes  civilization.  Without  banks,  the  culti- 
vator would  have  been  destitute  of  capital  for  his 
necessary  advances:  he  would  have  had  no  instru- 
ments for  clearing  his  farm;  and  if  the  system  has 
led  in  many  cases  to  absurd  and  gambling  specula- 
tions, it  is  the  same  system  which  has  enabled  the 
farmer  to  purchase  land  for  two  dollars  an  acre,  which 
ha  afterwards  sold  for  ten  or  a hundred. 

The  mechanics  who  are  now  so  loud  in  their  con- 
demnation of  the  banking  system,  forget  that  it  is  to 
it.  that  they  owe  the  industrious  activity  which  has 
enabled  them  to  earn  from  five  to  eight  shillings  a 
day  wages.  They  forget  that  it  is  it  which  has  fur- 
nished them  with  the  means,  of  which  so  many  have 
availed  themselves,  of  rising  to  opulence  and  com- 
fort; for,  in  America,  every  enterprising  man  who  can 


give  the  guaranty  of  a tolerable  character  is  sure  of 
obtaining  credit  and  thus  certainly  accumulating  a 
fortune.” 

Texas.  The  Albany  Argus  of  the  9th  inst.  on 
noticing  the  discussion,  in  the  assembly,  of  the  reso- 
lution against  the  admission  of  Texas  into  the  union 
said,  whatever  may  be  the  opinions  of  the  people  of 
this  state  upon  the  abstract  question,  one  thing  is 
scarcely  a matter  of  doubt,  that  a legislative  expres- 
sion upon  the  subject  at  this  time  is  not  required 
either  by  the  people  or  by  their  representatives  in 
congress;  and  that  the  effort  to  act  upon  it,  at  the 
heel  of  the  session,  and  under  a great  pressure  of  the 
public  business,  can  scarcely  be  viewed  in  any  other 
light  than  a part  of  the  game  of  abolition  and  sectional 
agitation  by  which  the  combined  forces  of  the  oppo 
sition  hope  to  aid  their  party  movements.  Whether 
it  is  intended  to  stand  in  lieu  of  a direct  abolition  ex- 
pression on  the  subject  of  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  (to  which  it  is  said  a majority  of  the 
‘whig?’  of  the  present  legislature  are  committed)  we 
are  not  advised.  The  first  resolution  objecting  to 
the  admission  of  Texas  as  repugnant  to  the  will  of 
the  people  and  hazardous  to  the  union,  was  passed 
by  the  aid  of  the  previous  question — the  second, 
however,  protesting  against  such  admission,  lies 
over, 

Andrew  Jackson.  The  extraordinary  career 
of  this  favorite  of  fortune,  it  is  universally  admitted 
has  made  a deep  and  abiding  impression  upon  the 
government  and  people  of  the  United  States,  but  that 
the  hand  tf  nature  had  stamped  his  image  in  the 
solid  and  disemboweled  rock  of  the  land,  is  a circum- 
stance not  generally  known.  Nevertheless  such  is 
the  fact.  A recent  discovery  in  geology  has  render- 
ed his  memory  immortal,  even  if  his  extraordinary 
actions  have  failed  to  secure  that  boon  for  him,  and 
wedded  his  corporeal  proportions  and  facial  linea- 
ments to  stone  as  effectually  as  could  the  chisel  of 
Grenough,  Powers,  or  Clevinger. 

This  is  no  joke,  much  as  the  relation  may  wear 
the  outward  garb  and  habit  of  one.  In  rounding  and 
polishing  one  of  the  beautiful  stone  columns  which 
ornament  the  front  of  the  Franklin  Bank  of  this  city 
on  High  street,  a very  striking  full  length  likeness  of 
general  Jackson  was  developed,  composed  of  impres- 
sions made  by  the  oxyde  ef  iron,  and  plainly  imprint- 
ed by  the  hand  of  nature  on  the  third  column  north 
of  the  four  front  columns.  It  is  not  a mere  fancied 
likeness  to  perceive  which  it  is  necessary  to  call  up 
the  imagination;  but  one  remarkably  striking  and 
perfect,  particularly  in  the  general  cast  of  the  coun- 
tenance, and  the  posi t ion  of  the  hair,  the  latter  so 
peculiar  in  the  likeness  of  the  general,  and  never 
mistaken. 

This  likeness  can  be  recognised  from  any  part  of 
the  opposite  side  of  the  street  for  the  extent  of  a 
whole  square — but  it  can  be  seen  to  the  most  advan- 
tage from  the  pavement  of  our  friend  Russell,  almost 
immediately  opposite  the  bank.  The  beautiful  phe- 
nomenon was  taken  horn  the  stone  quarry  at  Wa- 
verly,  on  the  Ohio  canal,  about  sixty  miles  south  of 
this  city.  [ Columbus  (O.)  Register. 

Maryland  bank  law.  The  following  law 
was  passed  at  the  recent  session  of  the  legislature  of 
Maryland : 

A bill,  entitled  an  act  for  the  belter  regulation  of  the 
banking  institutions,  in  the  state  of  Maryland. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  general  assembly 
of  Maryland,  That  from  and  alter  the  passsage  of  this 
act,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  president  and  directors 
of  the  several  banks  and  saving’s  institutions  in  this 
state,  during  their  suspension  ofspecie  payments,  to 
transmit  a monthly  statement  under  oath,  of  their 
condition  to  the  treasurer  of  the  western  shore,  to  be 
by  him  laid  before  the  governor  ot  the  state. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty 
! of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  several  banking 
institutions  in  this  state,  to  transmit  to  each  other,  at 
least  once  in  every  month,  a statement,  under  oath, 
containing  a particular  account  of  their  responsibili- 
ties, and  their  available  means  to  meet  them. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  no  bank  in  this 
state,  during  the  suspension  ofspecie  payments,  shall 
extend  the  circulation  of  its  notes,  to  an  amount  ex- 
ceeding three  times  the  amount  of  gold  and  silver  in 
its  vaults,  which  may  be  the  property  of  such  in- 
stitution, and  after  the  resumption  of  specie  pay- 
ments, to  an  amount  exceeding  the  capital  of  such 
bank  actually  paid  in. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  several  banks 
and  saving’s  institutions  of  this  state, shall  resume  the 
payment  of  their  issues  in  coin  on  the  first  day  of 
January  next,  or  within  thirty  days  after  such  a 
course  shall  have  been  adopted  by  the  banks  of  New 
York, Pennsylvania,  and  Virginia,  should  they  resume 
specie  payments  previous  to  said  day,  and  each  and 
every  bank  and  saving’s  institution  complying  with 


these  conditions,  shall  be  and  they  are  hereby  released 
from  all  the  penalties  incurred  by  a suspension  of 
specie  payments,  or  the  issues  of  bank  notes  or  cer- 
tificates of  deposites,  not  authorised  by  the  provi- 
sions of  their  respective  charters. 

Sec  5.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  no  bank  in  the 
state  shall  issue,  after  the  first  day  of  May  next,  any 
bank  note,  certificate  of  deposite,  or  any  paper  in- 
tended to  be  used  as  a circulating  medium,  of  a less 
denomination  than  five  dollars. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  governor  may 
direct  the  attorney  general  to  cause  a scire  facias  to 
be  issued  against  any  bank  or  saving’s  institution  that 
may  fail  to  comply  w ith  the  provisions  -of  this  act, 
and  in  that  case  the  same  proceedings  shall  be  had  in 
al  1 respects  as  are  directed  by  the  act  ol  1818,  chap. 
177.  in  regard  to  banks  refusing  to  pay  specie  for 
their  notes. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  anv  officer  or  offi- 
cers who  shall  make  a false  or  fraudulent  report,  re- 
quired to  be  made  by  this  act,  shall  be  subject  to  all 
the  pains  and  penalties  of  wilful  and  corrupt  perjury 

THE  BANK  CONVENTION. 

The  convention  adjourned  sine  die  on  Monday 
afternoon,  having  previously  agreed  upon  the  frst 
Monday  of  January  next  as  the  period  for  the  re- 
sumption of  specie  payments.  The  following  ac- 
count of  its  closing  proceedings  is  from  the  New 
York  Express: 

The  bank  convention.  The  bank  convention  ad- 
journed sine  die,  yesterday  afternoon,  after  a long 
and  wordy  session.  On  Saturday  the  delegates 
from  Maryland  withdrew.  The  debate  on  the  re 
port  fixing  the  1st  of  October  for  the  resumption 
was  continued  at  great  length.  The  object  ap- 
peared to  be  to  harmonise,  and  thus,  by  a spirit  of 
compromise,  to  agree  on  some  period  when  all 
should  unite  for  that  purpose.  June,  July,  and 
other  months  were  named,  but  there  was  not  found 
a sufficient  vote  to  settle  on  either  of  the  months, 
when  finally  the  first  Monday  in  January  was 
adopted,  thirteen  states  voting  for  it,  and  two 
states,  viz.  New  York  and  Mississippi,  against  it. 

The  two  latter  although  voting  in  the  negative — 
thus  voting  from  reasons  wholly  unlike  in  feeling. 
New  York  wanted  May,  and  Mississippi  a year 
hence.  Maryland  was  not  represented  in  the  vote, 
nor  was  Pennsylvania.  New  York  was  unyield- 
ing, and  showed  no  spirit  of  compromise, — alleg- 
ing the  law  of  the  states  as  a bar.  All  representa- 
tions from  other  states  were  willing  to  yield.  Mr. 
Gallatin  urged  with  great  earnestness  an  early  day. 
Some  of  the  gentlemen  supposed  that  putting  off 
the  day  would  be  a victory  for  Mr.  Biddle,  or  the 
United  States  Bank,  and  all  these  considerations 
were  disclaimed,  yet  if  this  is  correct,  New  York 
is  contending  for  immediate  resumption,  and  the 
United  States  Bank  for  a more  remote  day,  and 
the  decision  has  been  made  in  favor  of  Mr.  Biddle. 
This  position,  however,  is  not  one  that  any  of  the 
convention  took. 

The  New  England  states,  some  of  them  at  least, 
were  ready  to  resume  at  a day’s  notice,  but  the 
question  was  not  what  would  suit  them  best,  but 
that  would  be  most  judicious  and  most  beneficial  to 
the  south,  as  well  as  the  east  and  west.  The  pro- 
position w hich  has  been  adopted  w ill  not  interfere 
with  the  conduct  of  any  bank,  as  any,  all  or  none, 
are  at  liberty  to  resume  at  their  pleasure,  but  it  is 
incumbent  on  them  to  resume  by  the  first  Monday 
of  January^  next. 

The  session  is  now  closed,  and  although  there 
was  a good  degree  of  harmony  among  the  members, 
yet  it  was  not  to  be  supposed  that  all  sections  of 
the  country  were  situated  alike;  Nevv  York,  par- 
ticularly, is  in  a posilion  of  great  delicacy,  and 
however  much  she  may  wish  to  prolong  the  day, 
she  is  under  the  absolute  necessity  of  resuming  in 
May,  unless  the  legislature  alter  the  law,  of  which 
there  is  no  prospect  at  present. 

It  is  hardly  to  be  expected  that  other  banks  that 
are  not  bound  down  by  their  states,  should  volun- 
tarily place  themselves  in  a condition  with  New 
York.  There  is  a preamble  to  the  resolution  ex- 
pressinga  hopethat  the  government  will  co-operate 
in  the  plan  agreeably  to  the  pi  ivate  letters  that  had 
been  received  from  the  members  of  the  adminis- 
tration. 

The  preamble  and  resolutions  which  were  finally- 
adopted  are  as  follows: 

“Whereas  it  is  found  necessary  inorderto  simul- 
taneous action  by  the  banks  in  the  resumption  of 
specie  payments  so  to  proceed  in  designating  a 
period  for  that  purpose  as  to  secure  the  nearest  ap- 
proach to  unanimity — and  whereas  whilst  in  the 
judgment  of  the  convention,  the  return  to  specie 
payments  and  preservation  of  the  currency  in  a 
sound  condition,  will  depend  essentially  on  the 
course  of  the  general  government,  yet  this  conven- 
tion regards  it  as  the  duty  of  the  banks  to  make  the 
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effort  in  good  faith,  exclusive  of  any  direct  refer- 
ence to  the  prospective  measures  of  the  govern- 
ment. At  the  same  time  the  convention  has  been 
happy  to  observe  in  recent  letters  of  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury,  specific  assurances  of  an  intention 
to  sustain  the  banks  so  far  as  it  may  be  done 
through  the  fiscal  operations  of  that  department  ol 
the  government — 

“Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  all  banks 
of  the  several  states  to  resume  specie  payments  on 
the  first  Monday  of  January  next,  w ithout  preclud- 
ing an  earlier  resumption  on  the  part  ol  such  banks 
as  may  find  it  necessary  or  deem  improper. 

The  following  preamble  and  resolution  will  show 
the  course  which  the  New  York  banks  will  take  on 
the  subject: 

New  York,  Sprit  1 CM,  1838. 

At  a meeting  of  the  delegates  of  the  city  and 
country  banks  of  the  state  of  New  York,  held  in 
this  city,  this  day,  the  following  preamble,  and 
resolution  mere  unanimously  adopted,  and  ordered 
to  be  published. 

Whereas  the  law  which  legalized  the  suspension 
of  specie  payments  will  expire,  by  its  own  limita- 
tion on  the  15th  of  May  next,  and  wheieas  the  ef- 
fects of  a resumption  are  consideralions  which 
more  properly  pertain  to  the  legislature  than  to  the 
banks;  therefore,  without  attempting  to  foresee 
what  the  effects  maybe,  but  hoping  they  may  not 
be  injurious  to  the  commerce  and  industry  of  the 
state,  and  with  a determination  to  render  to  those 
interests  all  the  assistance  which  shall  be  found 
compatible  w'ith  a discharge  of  our  legal  obliga- 
tions. 

Resolved,  That  the  banks  of  this  state  be  recom- 
mended to  resume  specie  payments  on  or  before 
the  10th  day  of  May  next. 

C.  VV.  Lawrence,  Chairman. 

W.  M.  Yermiyle,  Secretary. 

The  following  letter  was  addressed  to  the  bank 
committee  in  New  York,  by  the  delegation  of  the 
Philadelphia  banks,  which  attended  the  former  con- 
vention: 

Philadelphia,  January  31,  1838. 

Cornelius  Heyer,  John  J.  Palmer,  and  J.  Boorman, 
esquires.  New  York. 

Gentlemen:  Your  favor  of  the  26th  instant,  ad- 
dressed to  II.  Nixon,  esq.,  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed  by  the  general  delegation  of  the 
banks  of  Philadelphia,  has  been  duly  submitted  to 
the  delegation,  together  with  a detailed  exposition 
of  the  views  expressed  by  you  in  your  personal 
conference  with  the  committee.  Both  have  been 
considered  with  the  respectful  attention  due  the 
imporlanee  of  the  proposal,  and  to  the  high  ciia- 
racterof  those  from  whom  it  comes;  ai.d  I am  in- 
structed by  the  delegation  to  communicate  to  you 
the  result  of  their  deliberation. 

The  case  presented  to  the  delegation,  is  under- 
stood to  be,  in  substance,  this, — 

That  the  New  York  banks  being  under  a legal  ne- 
cessity of  resuming  pecie  payments  early  in  May 
next,  and  not  being  able  to  calculate  upon  a further 
extension  of  the  suspension  laws  of  that  state,  are 
desirous  of  ascertaining  whether  the  banks  of  Phil- 
adelphia will  now  agree  to  name,  either  that  period, 
or  a later  period,  for  a simultaneous  resumption  by 
the  banks  of  the  two  cities;  or,  if  this  be  deemed  in- 
expedient, whether  they  would  enter  into  any 
agreement  for  the  liquidation  of  balances  on  either 
side,  on  the  principle  of  mutual  forbearance  in 
drawing  specie,  for  a limited  period  after  such  re- 
sumption by  either  party. 

Tiie  decision  on  this  proposal,  seems  mainly  to 
depend  on  the  relation  which  the  banks  of  Phila- 
delphia.now  bear  to  the  other  banks  of  the  United 
States. 

The  resumption  of  specie  payments  was  justly 
regarded  by  the  banks  of  New  York,  as  a matter 
not  local  to  any  section  of  country,  but  of  general 
interest  to  the  whole  union;  and  with  this  view, 
their  circular,  proposing  a convention,  was  ad- 
dressed to  banks  in  all  the  states,  and  specially  ur- 
ged, “the  importance  of  having  every  state  repre- 
sented;” accordingly,  the  convention  consisted  of 
delegates  from  nineteen  states  of  the  union,  who, 
after  full  and  frequent  consultations  on  the  state  of 
the  banks  they  represented,  and  the  general  pros- 
pects of  the  country,  came  to  the  following  reso- 
lutions: 

1st.  That  they  would  resume  specie  payments 
when  it  may  be  permanently  practicable. 

2nd.  That  it  is  not  expedient  or  prudent  now  to 
fix  a day  for  the  resumption  of  specie  payments. 

3d.  That  they  would  adjourn  to  the  second  Wed- 
nesday of  April  next,  for  the  purpose  of  then  con- 
sidering, and  if  practicable,  determining,  upon  the 
day  when  specie  payments  may  be  resumed. 

4th.  That  the  convention  strongly  recommend  to 
all  the  banks  in  the  United  States,  to  prepare  them- 


selves for  a return  to  specie  payments,  within  the 
shor  est  practical  period  after  the  next  meeting  of 
the  convention;  and 

5th.  That  the  banks  in  those  states  not  now  re- 
presented,  be  earnestly  requested  to  send  delegates 
to  the  adjourned  meeting  of  this  convention;  and 
that  the  several  delegates  from  all  the  states  be  de- 
sired to  procure  all  such  information  in  regard  to 
the  condition  of  the  banks  in  their  respective  states 
as  may  be  attainable. 

The  general  scopeof  these  proceedingsobviously 
is,  that  the  convention  thought  it  inexpedient  then 
to  name  a day  for  the  resumption,  but  deem  it  more 
prudent  to  postpone  their  decision  to  a subsequent 
period,  when  the  delegates  then  attending  should 
return,  with  more  precise  information  of  the  state 
of  their  banks,  and  other  states  would  be  represen- 
ted; and  in  the  interval  all  would  be  preparing  for 
the  resumption,  when  permanently  practicable. — 
The  convention  then  adjourned  on  the  2nd  of  De- 
cember, to  meet  on  the  2d  Wednesday  in  April. 

Of  this  interval,  fifty-five  days  have  elapsed  at 
the  date  of  your  letter,  and  seventy-five  still  re- 
mained. It  docs  not  appecr  that  any  facts  have 
since  been  disclosed,  which  were  not  known  to  the 
convention;  nor  has  any  circumstances  occurred  in 
the  general  condition  of  the  country,  which  was 
not  then  anticipated.  It  is  undoubtedly  true,  also, 
that  any  resumption,  to  be  easy  must  be  simulta- 
neous, and  to  be  effectual,  must  be  general;  nor  is 
it  less  true  that  a partial  resumption,  by  any  party 
to  the  convention,  must  derange  the  relations  of 
the  whole  to  each  other,  and  disturb  the  prepara- 
tions which  all  are  making  to  produce  a uniform 
result  at  the  period  fixed  by  the  convention.  The 
banks  of  Philadelphia,  therefore,  consider  it  scarce- 
ly just  or  respectful  to  the  banks  of  other  states, 
whose  co-operation  was  in  the  first  instance  invi- 
ted, to  take  any  steps  in  opposition  to  what  was 
settled  by  the  convention,  with  a full  concert  with 
the  other  members  of  that  bod}',  who  separated 
under  conviction  that  no  action  would  take  place, 
on  a matter  so  important  to  their  interests,  until 
they  w7ere  re-assembled. 

To  this  opinion  they  the  more  readily  incline, 
because,  in  the  convention  itself,  a distinct  propo- 
sition to  appoint  a committee  of  that  body,  with 
power  to  re-assemble  the  convention  whenever  they 
thought  the  condition  of  the  country  justified  the 
measure,  was  declined;  and  a certain  day  for  the 
adjourned  meeting  was  fixed  by  the  convention,  so 
as  to  leave  no  discretionary  authority  whatever  to 
make  an  earlier  call. 

On  a careful  consideration  of  all  these  circum- 
stances, I am  instructed  to  inform  you  that  the 
banks  of  Philadelphia  think  it  premature  to  name 
any  day  for  the  resumption  of  specie  payments, 
until  the  adjourned  meeting  of  the  convention. 

Nevertheless,  if  the  banks  of  New  York  shall  de- 
termine that  their  peculiar  position  constrains  them 
to  an  earlier  resumption  than  was  contemplated  by 
the  convention,  or  than  they  would  themselves 
adopt  on  general  considerations,  I arn  authorized  to 
assure  you  that  this  difference  of  opinion  abates 
nothing  of  the  anxious  desire  of  the  Philadelphia 
banks  to  resume  at  the  earliest  period  permanently 
practicable;  and  that  while  preparing  for  that  event, 
they  will  abstain,  as  far  as  possible,  from  any  mea- 
sures which  may  interfere  with  the  efforts  of  the 
banks  of  New  Yoilc,  and  will  cheerfully  adopt  any 
reciprocal  agreement  for  the  liquidation  of  balan- 
ces on  either  side. 

In  the  mean  time, 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

With  great  respect,  yours. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  CALHOUN, 

OF  SOUTH  CAROLINA, 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Webster,  on  the  sub-treasury  bill.  De- 
livered in  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  March 
22,  1838. 

Mr.  President:  After  having  addressed  the 
senate  twice,  I would  owe  an  apology,  under  ordi- 
nary circumstances,  for  again  intruding  myself  on 
its  patience.  But,  after  what  fell  from  the  senator 
from  Mass.,  nearest  to  me,  (Mr.  Webster.)  the 
other  day,  the  greater  part  of  which  was  not  only 
directed  against  my  arguments,  but  at  me  person- 
ally, I feel  that  my  silence,  and  not  my  notice  of 
his  remarks,  would  require  an  apology.  And  yet, 
notwithstanding  I am  thus  constrained  again  to  ad- 
dress the  senate,  I fear  it  will  be  impossible  to 
avoid  exciting  home  impatience,  fatigued  and  ex- 
hausted as  it  must  be,  by  so  long  a discussion;  to 
prevent  which,  as  far  as  practicable,  I shall  aim  at 
as  much  brevity  as  possible,  consistently  with  jus- 
tice to  myself  and  the  side  I support. 

The  senator’s  speech  was  long  and  multifarious, 
consisting  of  many  parts,  which  have  little  or  no 
connection  with  the  question  under  consideration. 
For  the  sake  of  brevity  and  distinctness,  I propose 


to  consider  it  under  four  heads.  First,  his  prelimi- 
nary discourse,  which  treated  at  large  of  credits 
and  banks,  with  very  little  reference  to  the  subject. 
Next,  his  arguments  on  the  question  at  issue;  and 
‘that  to  be  followed  by  his  reply  to  my  arguments 
at  this  and  the  extra  session;  and,  finally  his  conclu- 
sion, which  was  appropriated  wholly  to  personal 
remarks,  and  a comparison  between  his  and  my 
public  course,  without  having  the  slightest  relation 
either  to  the  subject  or  any  thing  I had  said  in  the 
debate,  but  which  the  senator  obviously  considered 
as  the  most  important  portion  of  his  speech.  He 
devoted  one  day  almost  wholly  to  it,  and  delivered 
himself  with  an  earnestness  and  vehemence  which 
clearly  manifested  the  importance  which  he  had 
attached  to  it.  I shall,  as  in  duty  bound,  pay  my 
respects  first  to  that,  which  so  manifestly  occupied 
the  highest  place  in  his  estimation,  though  standing 
at  the  bottoin  in  the  order  of  his  remarks. 

The  senator  opened  this  portion  of  his  speech 
with  much  courtesy,  accompanied  by  many  remarks 
of  respect  and  regard,  which  I understood  to  be  an 
intimation  that  he  desired  the  attack  he  was  about 
to  make  to  be  attributed  to  be  political,  and  not  per- 
sonal motives.  I accept  the  intimation,  and  shall 
meet  him  in  the  sense  he  intended.  Indeed,  there 
never  has  been,  between  the  senator  and  myself, 
the  least  personal  difference,  nor  has  a word  having 
a personal  bearing,  ever  passed  between  us  in  de- 
bate, prior  to  the  present  occasion,  within  my  recol- 
lection, during  the  long  period  wre  have  been  in 
public  life,  except  on  the  discussion  of  the  force 
bill  and  proclamation,  which,  considering  how  often 
we  have  stood  opposed  on  deep  and  exciting  ques- 
tions, may  be  regarded  as  not  a little  remarkable. 
But  our  political  relations  have  not  been  on  as  good 
a footing  as  our  personal.  He  seems  to  think  that 
we  had  harmonized  not  badly  till  1824,  when,  ac- 
cording to  his  version,  I became  too  sectional  for 
him  to  act  any  longer  with  me;  but  which  T shall 
hereafter  show  originated  in  a very  different  cause. 
My  impression,  I must  say,  is  different,  very  differ- 
ent, from  that  of  the  senator’s.  From  the  com- 
mencement of  our  public  life  to  the  present  time, 
we  have  differed  on  almost  all  questions  involving 
principles  of  government  and  its  permanent  policy, 
with  the  exception  of  a short  interval,  while  I was 
in  the  war  department,  when  the  senator  agreed 
with  the  south  on  the  protective  system  and  some 
other  measures.  I do  not  consider  our  casual  con- 
cert, during  tiie  last  few  years  of  the  late  adminis- 
tration, when  we  were  both  opposed  to  tiie  execu- 
tive power,  as  constituting  an  exception.  It  was 
understood  that  we  both  adhered  to  our  principles 
and  views  of  policy  without  the  least  surrender, 
and  our  personal  relations  were  formal  and  cold, 
during  the  whole  period.  In  fact,  we  moved  in  en- 
tirely different  spheres.  We  differed  iri  relation  to 
the  origin  and  character  of  the  government,  the 
principles  on  which  it  rested,  and  the  policy  it 
ought  to  pursue;  and  I could  not  at  all  sympathise 
with  the  grave  and  deep  tone  with  which  the  sena- 
tor pronounced  our  final  separation,  as  he  was 
pleased  to  call  it,  and  which,  in  myopinion,  would 
have  been  much  more  appropriate  to  the  separation 
of  those  who  had  been  long  and  intimately  united 
in  the  support  of  the  same  principles  and  policy, 
than  to  the  slight  and  casual  relations,  personal  and 
political,  which  had  existed  between  us. 

Setting,  then,  aside  all  personal  motives,  I may 
well  aslc,  what  political  grief,  what  keen  disap- 
pointment is  it,  which  at  this  time  could  induce  him 
to  make  the  attack  he  has  on  me,  and,  I might  add, 
in  the  manner  in  which  he  made  it?  The  senator 
himself  shall  answer  the  question.  He  has  unfold- 
ed the  cause  of  his  grief,  and  pointed  to  the  source 
of  his  disappointment.  He  told  us  that  “victory 
was  power.”  These  few  words  are  a volume. 
They  disclose  all.  Yes,  victory  w'as  within  reach; 
the  arm  outstretched,  the  hand  expanded  to  seize 
it,  and  I would  not  co-operate.  Hence  the  grief, 
hence  the  keen  disappointment,  and  hence  the 
waters  of  bitterness  that  have  rolled  their  billows 
against  me.  And  what  a victory!  Not  simply  the 
going  out  of  one  party  and  the  coming  in  of  another; 
not  merely  the  expulsion  of  the  administration,  and 
the  induction  of  the  opposition,  but  a great  politi- 
cal revolution,  carrying  with  it  the  great  funda- 
mental principles  of  the  government  and  a perma- 
nent change  of  policy.  It  would  have  brought  in, 
not  only  the  senator  and  his  party,  but  their  politi- 
cal creed,  as  announced  by  him  in  the  discussion 
on  the  proclamation  and  force  bill,  with  which  lie 
now  taunts  those  in  power — a fact  to  be  noted  and 
remembered.  He,  the  champion  of  those  measures, 
against  whom  I contended  foot  to  foot  for  one  en- 
tire session,  now  casts  up  to  me,  that  in  refusing  to 
co-operate  with  him,  I protect  the  party  in  power, 
not  a small  portion  of  whom,  I have  good  reason  to 
believe,  were  drawn  by  the  adverse  current  of  the 
times  reluctantly  from  their  own  principles  to  the 
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support  of  those  measures,  and  with  it  the  senator 
and  his  principles.  Yes,  I repeat,  it  would  have 
brought  in  the  senator  and  his  consolidation  doc- 
trines, which  regard  this  government  as  one  great 
national  republic,  with  the  right  to  construe  finally 
and  conclusively  the  extent  of  its  own  powers,  and 
to  enforce  its  construction  at  the  point  of  the  bay- 
onet; doctrines  which,  at  a blow,  sweep  away  every 
vestage  of  state-rights,  and  reduces  the  states  to 
mere  petty  and  dependent  corporations.  It  would 
have  also  brought  in  his  policy,  bank,  tariff',  and 
all.  Even  now,  when  victory  is  still  uncertain,  the 
senator  announces  the  approach  of  the  period  when 
he  shall  move  the  renewal  of  the  protective  system; 
a precious  confession,  that  dropped  out  in  the  heat 
of  discussion. 

[Mr.  Webster.  No,  I spoke  deliberately.] 

So  much,  then,  the  worse.  That  justifies  all  I 
have  said  and  done;  that  proves  rny  foresight  and 
firmness,  and  will  open  the  eyes  of  thousands,  espe- 
cially in  the  south,  who  have  heretofore  doubted 
the  correctness  of  my  course  on  this  question. 

The  victory  would  not  only  have  been  complete 
had  I co-operated,  but  it  would  also  have  been  per- 
manent. The  portion  of  the  state-rights  party, 
with  which  I acted,  would  have  been  absorbed — 
yes  absorbed;  it  is  the  proper  word,  and  I use  it  in 
spite  of  the  sarcasm  of  the  senator.  The  other 
would  have  been  scattered  and  destroyed,  and  the 
senator  and  his  party,  and  their  principles  and  pol- 
icy, would  have  been  left  undisputed  masters  of  the 
field,  unresisted  and  unresistible.  The  first  fruits 
of  the  victory  would  have  been  the  re-union  of  the 
political  and  money  power — a wedded  union  never 
more  to  be  dissolved.  The  tariff  would  have  been 
renewed.  I may  now  speak  positively,  after  the 
declaration  of  the  senator,  to  be  again  followed  by 
an  overflowing  revenue,  profuse  and  corrupt  expen- 
ditures, heavy  surplus,  and  overwhelming  patron- 
age, which  would  have  closed  the~rloor  to  wealth 
and  distinction  to  all  who  refused  to  bend  the  knee 
at  the  shrine  of  the  combined  powers.  All  this  was 
seen  and  fully  comprehended  by  the  senator;  and 
hence  again,  I repeat,  his  deep  grief,  his  keen  dis- 
appointment, and  his  attacks  on  me,  for  refusingto 
co-operate. 

The  senator  must  have  known  that,  in  refusing, 

I acted  on  principles  and  opinions  long  entertained 
and  fully  declared  years  ago.  In  my  reply  to  his 
associate  in  this  joint  war  on  me,  in  which  I am  at- 
tacked at  once  in  front  and  rear,  I demonstrated,  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  senate,  the  truth  of  what  I 
assert  so  completely,  that  the  senator’s  associate 
did  not  even  attempt  a denial.  And  yet,  such  is 
the  depth  of  the  senator’s  grief  and  disappointment, 
that  it  hurried  him  to  a repetition  of  exploded 
charges  which,  in  his  cooler  moments,  he  must 
know  to  be  unfounded.  He  repeated  the  stale  and 
refuted  charge  of  a summerset,  of  going  over,  and 
of  being  struck  with  a sudden  though t ; and  sum- 
moned up  all  his  powers  of  irony  and  declamation, 
of  which  he  proved  himself  to  be  a great  master  on 
the  occasion,  to  make  my  Edgefield  letter,  in  which, 

I assigned  my  reason  for  refusing  lo  co-operate, 
ridiculous.  I see  in  all  this  but  the  disappointed 
hopes  of  one  who  had  fixed  his  gaze  intensely  on 
power  that  had  eluded  his  grasp,  and  who  sought 
to  wreak  his  resentment  on  him  who  had  refused 
to  put  the  splendid  prize  in  his  hands.  He  resort- 
ed to  ridicule,  because  it  was  the  onlv  weapon  that 
truth  and  justice  left  him.  He  well  know’  how 
much  deeper  are  the  wounds  that  they  inflict  than 
the  slight  punctures  that  the  pointed,  but  feeble, 
shafts  ot  ridicule  leave  behind;  and  he  used  the 
more  harmless  weapon  only  because  he  could  not 
command  the  more  deadly.  That  is  in  my  hand. 
I brandish  it  in  his  eyes.  It  is  the  only  orie  l need, 
and  I intend  to  use  it  freely  on  this  occasion. 

After  pouring  out  his  wailing  iri  such  doleful 
tones,  because  I would  not  co-operate  in  placing  him 
and  his  party  in  power,  and  prostrating  my  own. 
the  senator  next  attacks  me  because  I stated  in  my 
Edgefield  letter,  as  I understood  him,  that  I rallied 
on  gen.  Jackson  with  the  view  of  putting  down  the 
tariff  by  executive  influence.  I have  looked  over 
that  letter  with  care,  and  can  find  no  such  expres- 
sion. [Mr.  Webster.  It  was  used  at  the  extra 
session.]  I was  about  to  add  that  I had  often  used 
it,  and  cannot  but  feel  surprised  that  the  senator 
should  postpone  the  notice  of  it  till  this  late  period, 
if  he  thought  it  deserving  reply.  Why  did  he  not 
reply  to  it  years  ago,  when  I first  used  it  in  debate? 
But  the  senator  asked  what  I meant  by  executive 
influence.  Did  I mean  his  veto?  He  must  have 
asked  the  question  thoughtlesssly.  He  must  know 
that  the  veto  can  only  apply  to  bills  on  their  pas- 
sage, and  could  not  possibly  be  used  in  case  of  ex- 
isting laws,  such  as  the  tariff  acts.  He  also  asks  if 
there  was  concert  in  putting  down  the  tariff  between 
myself  and  the  present  chief  magistrate?  I reply 
by  asking  him  a question,  to  which,  as  a New  Eng- 


land man,  he  cannot  object.  He  has  avowed  his 
determination,  in  a certain  contingency,  w hich  he 
thinks  is  near,  that  he  will  move  the  renewal  ot 
the  tariff.  I ask,  is  there  concert  on  that  point, 
between  him  and  his  associate,  in  this  attack?  And 
finally,  he  asks  if  I disclosed  my  motives  then? 
Yes:  I am  not  in  the  habit  of  disguising  them.  I 
openly  and  constantly  avowed  that  it  was  or.e  of 
my  leading  reasons  in  supporting  gen.  Jackson,  be- 
cause I expected  he  would  use  his  influence  to  ef- 
fect a gradual,  but  thorough,  reduction  of  the  tariff 
that  would  reduce  the  system  to  the  revenue  point; 
and  when  I saw  reason  to  doubt  w hetner  he  would 
accomplish  what  I deemed  so  important,  I did  not 
wait  the  event  of  his  election,  but  moved  openly 
and  boldly  in  favor  of  state  interposition,  as  a cer- 
tain remedy  which  would  not  fail  to  effect  the  reduc- 
tion, in  the  event  he  should  disappoint  me. 

The  senator,  after  despatching  my  letter,  con- 
cluded his  speech  by  volunteering  a comparison  be- 
tween his  and  my  public  character,  not  very  flat- 
tering to  me,  but  highly  complimentary  to  himself. 
He  represented  me  as  sectional;  in  the  habit  of 
speaking  constantly  of  the  unconstitutional  and  op- 
pressive operations  of  the  tariff;  which  he  thought 
very  unpatriotic;  of  having  certain  sinister  objec  sin 
view'  in  calling  on  thesouth  tounite,and  of  marching 
off  under  the  state-rights  banner,  while  he  painis 
himself  in  the  most  glowing  and  opposite  colors. 
There  is,  Mr.  President,  no  disputing  about  taste; 
such  are  the  effects  of  a difference  of  organization 
and  education,  that  what  is  offensive  to  one  is  often 
agreeable  to  another.  According  to  my  conception, 
nothing  can  be  more  painful  than  to  pronounce  our 
own  praise,  particularly  in  contrast  with  another, 
even  when  forced  to  do  so  in  self-defence;  but  how 
one  can  rise  in  his  place,  when  neither  his  motive 
nor  conduct  is  impeached,  and  when  there  is  no- 
thing in  the  question,  or  previous  discussion,  that 
would  possibly  justify  it,  and  pronounce  an  eulogy 
on  himself,  which  a modest  man  would  blush  to 
pronounce  on  a Washington  or  a Franklin  to  his  face, 
is  to  me  utterly  incomprehensible.  But,  if  the  sena- 
tor, in  pronouncing  his  gorgeous  piece  of  autibio- 
graphy,  had  contented  himself  in  simply  proclaim- 
ing, in  his  deep  tone,  to  the  senate  and  the  assem- 
bled multitude  of  spectators,  that  he  came  into  con- 
gress as  the  representative  of  the  American  people; 
that,  if  he  was  born  for  any  good,  it  was  for  (he 
good  ot  the  whole  people,  and  the  defence  of  the 
constitution;  that  he  habitually  acted  as  if  acting  in 
the  eyes  of  the  framers  of  the  constitution;  that  it 
would  be  easier  to  drive  these  pillars  from  their 
bases,  than  to  drive  or  seduce  him  from  his  lofty 
purpose;  that  he  would  do  nothing  to  weaken  the 
brotherly  love  between  these  states,  and  c'o  eve.y 
thing  that  they  should  remain  united,  beneficially 
and  thoroughly, I w ould  have  gazed  in  silent  wonder, 
without  uttering  a word  at  the  extraordinary  spec- 
table,  and  the  happy  self-delusion  in  which  he 
seems  to  exist.  But  when  he  undertook  not  only 
to  erect  an  image  to  himself,  as  an  object  of  self- 
adoration, but  to  place  alongside  of  it  a carved 
figure  of  myself,  with  distorted  limbs  and  features, 
to  heighten  and  render  more  divine  his  own  image, 
he  invited,  he  challenged,  nay,  he  compelled  me  lo 
inquire  into  the  high  qualities  which  he  arrogates 
to  himself,  and  the  truth  of  the  eomparson  which  he 
has  drawn  between  us.  If  the  inquiry  should  ex- 
cite some  jreminiscences  not  very  agreeable  to  the 
senator,  or  disturb  the  happy  self-delusion,  in  w hich 
he  reposes,  he  must  blame  not  me,  but  his  own 
self-sufficiency  and  boasting  at  my  expense. 

Know  yourself,  is  an  ancient  maxim,  the  wisdom 
of  which  I never  before  so  fully  realized.  How 
imperfectly  even  the  talented  and  intelligent  know 
themselves!  Our  understanding,  like  our  eyes, 
seems  to  be  given  not  to  see  our  features,  but  those 
of  others.  How'  diffident  we  ought  to  be  of  any  fa- 
vorable opinion  that  we  may  have  formed  ot  our- 
selves! That  one  of  the  distinguished  abilities  of 
the  senator,  and  his  mature  age,  should  form  so  er- 
roneous an  opinion  of  his  real  character,  is  indeed 
truly  astonishing.  I do  not  deny  that  he  possesses 
many  excellent  qualities.  My  object  is  truth,  and 
I intend  neither  to  exaggerate  nor  detract.  But  I 
must  say,  that  the  character  which  he  attributes  to 
himself  is  wholly  dissimilar  from  what  really  be- 
longs to  him.  So  far  from  that  universal  and  ardent 
patriotism  which  knows  neither  place  nor  person, 
that  he  ascribes  to  himself,  he  is,  above  all  the 
distinguished  public  men  with  whom  I am  acquaint- 
ed, remarkable  for  a devoted  attachment  to  the  in- 
terest, the  institutions,  and  the  place  where  Provi- 
dence has  cast  his  lot.  I do  not  censure  him  for 
his  local  feelings.  The  author  of  our  being  never 
intended  that  creatures  of  our  limited  faculties 
should  embrace  with  equal  intenseness  of  affection 
the  remote  and  the  near.  Such  an  organization 
would  lead  us  constantly  to  intermeddle  with  what 
we  would  but  imperfectly  understand,  and  often  to 


do  mischief,  where  we  intended  good.  But  the 
senator  is  far  horn  being  liable  to  such  a charge. 
His  affections,  instead  of  being  too  w ide  and  bound- 
less, are  too  concentrated.  As  local  as  his  attach- 
ment is,  it  does  not  embrace  all  within  its  limited 
scope.  It  takes  in  but  a class  even  there — power- 
ful, influential,  and  intelligent,  but  still  a class 
which  influences  and  controls  all  his  actions,  and  so 
absorbs  his  affections  as  to  make  him  overlook  large 
portions  of  the  union,  of  which  I propose  to  give 
one  or  two  striking  illustrations. 

I must  then  remind  the  senator  that  there  is  a 
vast  extent  of  wide-spread  union,  which  lies  south 
of  Mason  and  Dickson’s  line,  distinguished  by  its 
peculiar  soil,  climate,  situation,  institutions,  and 
productions,  w hich  he  has  never  encircled  within 
the  warm  embraces  of  his  universal  patriotism.  As 
long  as  he  has  been  in  public  life,  he  has  not,  to  the 
best  of  my  knowledge,  given  a single  vot  ■ to  pro- 
mote its  interest,  or  done  an  act  to  defend  its  rights. 

I wish  not  to  do  him  injustice.  If  I could  remem- 
ber a single  instance  I would  cite  it;  but  I cannot, 
in  casting  my  eyes  over  his  whole  course,  call  to 
mind  one.  As  boundless  and  ardent,  thi  n,  as  is  his 
patriotism,  according  to  his  own  account,  it  turns 
out  that  it  is  limited  by  metes  and  bounds,  that  ex- 
clude nearly  one-half  of  the  whole  union! 

But  it  may  be  said  that  this  total  absence  of  all 
manifestation  of  attachment  to  an  entire  section  of 
the  union  is  not  to  be  attributed  to  the  want  ol  an 
ardent  desire  to  promote  its  interest  and  security, 
but  of  occasion  to  exhibit  it.  Unfortunately  for  the 
senator,  such  an  excuse  is  without  foundation.  Op- 
portunities are  daily  and  hourly  offering.  The  sec- 
tion is  the  weaxest  of  the  two,  and  its  peculiar  in- 
terest and  institutions  expose  it  constantly  to  injus- 
tice and  oppression,  w hich  afford  many  and  fine 
opportunities  to  display  that  generous  and  noble 
patriotism  which  the  senator  attributes  to  himself, 
and  which  delights  in  taking  the  side  of  the  assailed 
against  the  assailant.  Even  now,  at  this  moment, 
there  is  an  opportunity  which  one  professing  such 
ardent  and  universal  attachment  to  the  whole  coun- 
try as  the  senator  professes,  would  greedily  em- 
brace. A war  is  now,  and  has  been  systemati- 
cally and  fiercely  carried  on  in  violation  ol  the  con- 
stitution, against  a long-standing,  and  widely-ex- 
tended institution  of  that  section,  that  is  indispen- 
sable, not  only  to  its  prosperity,  but  to  its  safety 
and  existence,  and  which  calls  loudly  on  every  pa- 
triot to  raise  his  voice  and  arm  in  its  defence.  How 
has  the  senator  acted?  Has  he  raised  his  mighty 
arm  in  the  defence  of  the  assailed,  or  thundered 
forth  his  denunciation  against  the  assailants?  ihise 
are  searching  questions.  They  test  the  truth  ol  his 
universal  and  boasted  attachment  to  the  whole 
country;  and  in  order  that  the  senate  may  com- 
pare his  acts  with  his  professions,  I propose  to  pre- 
sent more  fully  the  facts  ol  the  case  and  his  course. 

It  is  well  known,  then,  that  the  section  to  which 
I refer,  is  inhabited  by  two  races,  from  different 
continents,  and  descended  from  different  stocks;  and 
that  they  have  existed  together  under  the  present 
relation  from  the  first  settlement  of  the  country.  It 
is  also  well  known  that  the  ancestors  ot  the  sena- 
tor’s constituents  (I  include  the  section,)  brought 
no  small  portion  of  the  ancestors  of  the  Aliican,  or 
inferior  race,  from  their  native  home  across  the 
ocean,  and  sold  them  as  slaves  to  the  ancestors  of 
our  constituents,  and  pocketed  the  price,  and  pro- 
fited greatly  by  the  traffic.  It  is  also  known,  that 
when  the  constitution  was  formed,  our  section  felt 
much  jealousy'  lest  the  powers  which  it  conferred 
should  be  used  to  interfere  w ith  the  relations  exist- 
ing between  the  two  races;  to  allay  which,  and  in- 
duce our  ancestors  to  enter  the  union,  guaids,  that 
were  deemed  effectual  against  the  supposed  danger, 
were  inserted  in  the  instrument.  It  is  also  known 
that  the  product  of  the  labor  of  the  inferior  race  has 
furnished  the  basis  of  our  widely  extended  com- 
merce and  ample  revenue,  which  has  suppoited  the 
government  and  diffused  wealth  and  prosperity' 
through  the  other  section.  This  is  one  side  of 
the  picture.  Let  us  now  turn  and  look  at  the 
other. 

How  has  the  other  section  acted?  I include  not 
all,  nor  a majority.  We  have  had  recent  proof, 
during  the  discussion  of  the  resolutions  I offered  at 
the  commencement  of  the  session,  to  what  great  ex 
tent  just  and  patriotic  feelings  exist  in  that  quarter, 
in  reference  to  the  subject  under  consideration.  I 
then  narrow'  the  question,  and  ask,  how  has  the 
majority  of  the  senator’s  constituents  acted,  and 
especially  a large  portion  of  his  political  supporters 
and  admirers?  Have  they  respected  the  title  to  our 
property,  which  we  trace  back  to  their  ancestors, 
and  which,  in  good  faith  and  equity,  carries  with  it 
an  implied  warranty,  that  binds  them  to  defend  and 
protect  our  rights  to  the  property  sold  us?  Have 
they  regarded  their  faith  plighted  to  us  on  entering 
into  the  constitutional  compact  which  formed  the 
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union,  to  abstain  from  interfering  with  our  proper- 
ty, and  to  defend  and  protect  us  in  its  quiet  enjoy- 
ment? Have  they  acted  as  those  ought  who  have 
participated  so  largely  in  the  profits  derived  from 
our  labor?  No;  they  are  striving,  night  and  day,  in 
violation  of  justice,  plighted  faith,  and  the  constitu- 
tion, to  divest  us  of  our  property — to  reduce  us  to 
the  level  of  those  whom  they  sold  to  us  as  slaves, 
and  to  overthrow  an  institution  on  which  our  safety 
depends. 

1 come  nearer  home.  How  has  the  senator  him- 
self acted?  He  who  has  such  influence  and  weight 
with  his  constituents,  and  who  boasts  of  his  univer- 
sal patriotism  and  brotherly  love  and  affection  for  the 
whole  union?  Has  he  raised  his  voice  to  denounce 
this  crying  injustice,  or  his  arm  to  arrest  the  blow  of 
the  assailants,  which  threatens  to  dissever  the  union, 
and  forever  alienate  one-half  of  the  community  from 
the  other?  Has  he  uttered  a word  in  condemnation 
of  violated  faith,  or  honor  trampled  in  the  dust?  No; 
he  has  sat  quietly  in  his  place,  without  moving  a 
finger  or  raising  his  voice.  Without  raising  his 
voice,  did  I say?  I mistake.  His  voice  has  been 
raised,  not  lor  us,  but  forourassailants.  His  arm  has 
been  raised,  not  to  arrest  the  aggressor,  but  to  open 
the  doors  of  this  chamber,  in  order  to  give  our  as- 
sailants an  entrance  here,  where  they  may  aim  the 
most  deadly  blow  against  the  safety  of  the  union, 
and  our  tranquillity  and  security.  He  has  thrown 
the  mantle,  not  of  protection  over  the  constitution, 
but  over  the  motive  and  character  ot  those  whose 
daily  avocation  is  to  destroy  every  vestige  of  bro- 
therly love  between  these  states,  and  to  convert  the 
union  into  a curse,  instead  of  a blessing.  He  has 
done  more.  The  whole  senate  has  seen  him  retire 
from  his  seat,  to  avoid  a vote  on  one  of  the  resolu- 
tions that  I moved,  with  a view  to  rally  the  patrio- 
tic of  every  portion  of  the  community  against  this 
fell  spirit,  which  threatens  to  dissolve  the  union, 
and  turn  the  brotherly  love  and  aifection  in  which 
it  originated  into  deadly  hate,  which  was  so  ob- 
viously tiue  he  could  not  vote  against,  but  which 
he  dodged,  rather  than  throw  his  weight  on  our 
side,  and  against  our  assailants.  And  yet,  while 
these  things  are  fresh  in  our  recollection,  notorious, 
and  known  to  all,  the  senator  rises  in  his  place,  and 
proclaims  aloud  that  he  comes  in  as  the  represen- 
tative of  the  United  States;  that,  if  he  was  born 
for  any  good,  it  was  for  the  good  of  the  whole  peo- 
ple, and  defence  ol  the  constitution;  that  he  always 
acts  as  it  under  the  eyes  of  the  framers  of  the  con- 
stitution; that  it  would  be  easier  to  drive  these  pil- 
lars from  their  bases,  than  him  from  his  lofty  pur- 
pose; that  he  will  do  nothing  to  destroy  the  broth- 
erly love  between  these  states,  and  every  thing, 
that  the  union  may  exist  forever,  beneficially  and 
thoroughly  for  all!  What  a contrast  between  pro- 
fession and  performance!  What  strange  and  extra- 
ordinary self-delusion. 

But  this  is  not  the  only  instance.  There  is  ano- 
ther in  which  the  contrast  between  the  course  of  the 
senator  and  his  lofty  pretension  of  unbounded  and 
ardent  patriotism  is  not  less  astonishing.  I refer 
to  the  protective  tariff,  and  his  memorable  and  in- 
consistent course  in  relation  to  it. 

Its  history  may  be  told  in  a few  words.  It  rose 
subsequent  to  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain. 
The  senator’s  asssociate  in  this  attack  was  its  lead- 
ing supporter  and  author.  Its  theory  rested  on  the 
principle,  that  all  articles  which  could  be  made  in 
our  country  should  be  protected,  and  it  was  an 
axiom  of  the  system  that  its  perfection  consisted  in 
prohibiting  the  introduction  of  all  such  articles 
from  abroad.  To  give  the  restrictions  on  com- 
merce necessary  to  effect  its  object  a plausible 
appearance,  they  were  said  to  be  for  the  protection 
of  home  industry,  ami  the  system  itself  received  the 
imposing  name  of  the  American  system.  Its  ef- 
fects were  desolating  in  the  staple  states.  The 
heavy  duties  imposed  on  their  foreign  exchanges 
left  scarcely  enough  to  the  planter  to  feed  and 
clothe  his  slaves,  and  educate  his  children,  while 
wealth  and  prosperity  bloomed  around  the  favored 
portion  of  the  union. 

The  senator  was  at  first  opposed  to  the  system. 
As  far  back  as  the  autumn  of  1320,  he  delivered  a 
speech  to  the  citizens  of  Boston,  in  Faneuil  hall,  in 
opposition  to  it,  in  which  he  questioned  its  con- 
stitutionality, and  denounced  its  inequality  and  op- 
pression. 

His  speech  was  followed  by  a series  of  resolu- 
tions embodying  the  substance  of  what  he  had  said, 
and  which  received  the  sanction  ot  himself  and 
constituents,  who,  at  that  time,  were  less  interested 
in  manufactures  than  in  commerce  and  navigation, 
which  suffered  in  common  with  the  great  staple 
interests  of  the  south.  I ask  the  secretary  to  read 
the  resolutions; 

“Resolved,  That  no  objection  ought  ever  to  be  made 
to  any  amount  of  taxes  equally  apportioned  and  im- 
posed for  the  purpose  of  raising  revenue,  neeessary  for 


the  support  of  government;  but  that  taxes  imposed  on 
the  people  fer  the  sole  benefit  of  any  class  of  men,  are 
equally  inconsistent  with  the  principles  of  our  consti- 
tution, and  with  sound  judgment. 

“ Resolved , That  the  supposition  that  until  the  suppos- 
ed tariff,  or  some  similar  measure,  be  adopted,  we  are 
and  shall  be  dependent  on  foreigners  for  the  means  of 
subsistence  and  defence,  is  in  our  opinion,  altogether 
fallacious  and  fanciful,  and  derogatory  to  the  character 
of  the  nation. 

“Resolved,  That  high  bounties  on  such  domestic  man- 
ufactures as  are  principally  beneliited  by  that  tariff, 
favor  great  capitalists  ratherthan  personal  industry,  or 
the  owners  of  small  capitals,  and  therefore  that  we  do 
not  perceive  its  tendency  to  promote  national  industry. 

“ Resolved , That  we  are  equally  incapable  of  dis- 
covering its  beneficial  effects  on  agriculture,  since  the 
obvious  consequence  of  its  adoption  would  be,  that  the 
farmer  must  give  more  than  he  now  does  for  all  he 
buys,  and  receive  less  for  all  ho  sells. 

“ Resolved , That  in  our  opinion,  the  proposed  tariff 
and  the  principles  on  which  it  is  avowedly  formed 
would,  if  adopted,  have  a tendency,  however  different 
may  be  the  motives  of  those  who  recommend  them,  to 
diminish  the  industry,  impede  the  prosperity,  and  cor- 
rupt the  morals  of  the  people. 

What  can  be  more  explicit  or  decided?  They 
hold  the  very  sentiments  and  language  which  I 
have  so  often  held  on  this  floor.  That  very  system 
was  (hen  pronounced  to  be  unconstitutional,  un- 
equal, oppressive,  and  corrupting  in  its  effects,  by 
the  senator  and  his  constituents,  for  pronouncing 
which  now  he  accuses  me  as  being  sectional,  and 
holding  language  having  a mischevious  effect  on 
the  rising  generation. 

Four  years  after  this,  in  April,  1824,  the  senator 
delivered  another  speech  against  the  system,  in  re- 
ply to  the  then  speaker,  and  now  his  associate  on 
this  occasion,  in  which  he  again  denounced  the  in- 
equality and  oppression  of  the  system  with  equal 
force  in  one  of  the  ablest  arguments  ever  delivered 
on  the  subject,  and  in  which  he  completely  demo- 
lished the  reasons  of  his  then  opponent.  But  an 
event  was  then  fast  approaching  which  was  destin- 
ed to  work  a mighty  and  sudden  revolution  in  his 
views  and  feelings.  A few  months  alter,  the  pre- 
sidential election  took  place;  Mr.  Adams  was  elect- 
ed by  the  co-operation  of  the  author  of  the  Ameri- 
can system,  and  the  now  associate  of  the  senator. 
Those  who  had  been  enemies  came  together.  New 
political  combinations  were  formed,  and  the  result 
was  a close  alliance  between  the  east  and  the  west, 
of  which  that  system  formed  the  basis.  A new 
light  bursted  in  on  the  senator.  A sudden  thought 
struck  him;  but  not  quite  as  disinterested  as  that  of 
the  German  sentimentalist.  He  made  a complete 
summerset,  heels  over  head;  went  clear  over;  de- 
serted the  free  trade  side  in  a twinkling;  and  join- 
ed the  restrictive  policy,  and  then  cried  out  that  he 
could  no  longer  act  with  me,  whom  he  had  left 
standing  where  he  had  just  stood,  because  I was  too 
sectional!  At  once  every  thing  the  senator  had 
ever  said  or  done  was, forgotten;  entirely  expung- 
ed from  the  tablets  of  his  memory.  His  whole  na 
ture  was  changed  in  an  instant,  and  thereafter  no 
measure  of  protection  was  too  strong  for  his  palate. 
With  a few  contortions  and  slight  choking,  he  even 
gnlphed  down,  a few  years  after,  the  bill  of  abomi- 
nation— the  tariff  of  ’28;  a measure  which  raised 
the  duties  so  high  as  to  pass  one-half  of  the  aggre- 
gate amount  in  value  of  the  whole  imports  into  the 
public  treasury.  I desire  it  to  be  noted  and  re- 
membered that,  out  of  an  importation  of  sixty-four 
millions  of  dollars,  including  every  description  of 
imports,  the  free  and  dutied  articles,  the  govern- 
ment took  for  its  share  thirty-two  millions  under 
the  tariff  of  1828,  and  that  the  senator,  yes,  he,  the 
defender  of  the  constitution  and  equal  protector  of 
every  section  and  interest,  voted  lor  that  measure, 
notwithstanding  his  recent  denunciation  of  the  sys- 
tem as  unconstitutional,  unequal,  and  oppressive? 
But  he  did  more,  and  things  still  more  surprising, 
as  the  sequel  will  show. 

The  protective  tariff  did  riot  change  the  charac- 
ter of  its  operation  with  the  change  of  the  senator. 
Its  oppressive  and  corrupting  effects  grew  with  its 
growth,  till  the  burden  became  intolerable  under 
the  taritf  of  ’28.  Desolation  spread  itself  over  the 
entire  staple  region.  Their  commercial  cities  were 
deserted.  Charleston  parted  with  its  last  ship,  and 
grass  grew  in  her  once  busy  streets.  The  political 
condition  of  the  country  presented  a prospect  not 
less  dreary.  A deep  and  growing  conflict  between 
the  two  great  sections  agitated  the  whole  country, 
and  a vast  revenue,  beyond  its  most  extravagant 
wants  gave  the  government,  especially  the  execu- 
tive branch,  boundless  patronage  and  power,  which 
were  rapidly  changing  the  character  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  spreading  corruption  far  and  wide  through 
every  condition  of  society.  Something  must  be 
done  and  that  promptly.  Every  hope  of  reforma- 
tion, or  change  through  this  government  had  van- 
ished. The  absorbing  force  of  the  system  had 


drawn  into  its  support  a fixed  majority  in  the 
community,  which  controlled  irresistibly  every  de- 
partment of  the  government.  But  one  hope  was 
left  short  of  revolution,  and  that  was  in  the  states 
themselves,  in  theirsovereign  capacity  as  parties  to 
the  constitutional  compact.  Fortunately  for  the 
country  and  our  institutions,  one  of  the  members 
of  the  union  was  found  bold  enough  to  interpose 
her  sovereign  authority,  and  declare  the  protective 
taritf  that  had  caused  all  this  mischief,  and  threat- 
ened so  much  more,  to  be  unconstitutional,  and 
therefore,  null  and  void,  and  of  no  effect  within  her 
limits;  and  thus  an  issue  was  formed  which  brought 
events  to  a crisis. 

We  all  remember  what  followed.  The  govern- 
ment prepared  to  assert  by  force  its  usurped 
powers.  The  proclamation  was  issued,  and  the 
war  message  and  force  bill  followed,  and  the  state 
armed  to  maintain  her  constitutional  rights.  How, 
now,  I ask,  did  the  senator  act  in  this  fearful  crisis; 
he  who  had,  but  a short  time  before,  pronounced 
the  system  to  be  unconstitutional,  unequal,  un- 
just, and  oppressive?  Did  he  feel  any  sympathy 
lor  those  who  felt  and  thought  as  he  did  but  a brief 
period  before?  Did  he  make  any  allowance  for 
their  falling  into  the  same  errors  (if  such  tie  then 
considered  them)  into  which  he  himself  had  fallen? 
Did  he  show  that  ardent  devotion  to  preserve  the 
brotherly  love  between  the  members  of  the  union 
he  now  so  boastingly  professes?  Did  he,  who  calls 
himself  the  defender  of  the  constitution,  feel  any 
compunction  in  resorting  to  force,  to  execute  laws 
which  he  had  pronounced  to  be  in  violation  of  the 
constitution?  Did  he,  who  manifested  such  deep 
distrust  of  those  in  power,  who  had  been  foremost 
in  proclaiming  their  own  usurpations,  and  calling 
on  the  patriotic  of  all  parties  to  oppose  them,  show 
any  dread  in  consigning  to  them  unlimited  power  to 
crush  one  of  the  members  of  the  union,  and  which, 
after  accomplishing  that,  might  be  so  readily  turned 
to  crush  the  liberty  of  all?  Quite  the  reverse.  A 
sudden  thought  again  struck  him.  He  again,  in  a 
twinkling,  forgot  the  past,  and  rushed  over  into  the 
arms  of  power;  and  took  tiis  position  in  the  front 
rank,  as  the  champion  of  the  most  violent  measures 
to  enforce  laws  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  which 
he  had  pronounced  unconstitutional,  unjust,  and 
oppressive?  And  this  too  at  the  hazard  of  civil 
war,  and  the  manifest  danger  of  subverting  the  con- 
stitution and  the  liberties  of  the  country;  refusing 
all  terms  of  adjustment,  and  resisting  to  the  last 
with  violence  the  bill  which  compromised  and  set- 
tled the  conflict!  And  yet,  with  all  this  fresh  in 
the  recollection  of  himself  and  all  present,  he  can 
rise  in  his  place  and  proclaim  himself  the  universal 
patriot;  the  defender  of  the  constitution,  and  bene- 
factor of  every  portion  of  the  union;  the  man  who 
has  done  every  thing  to  preserve  brotherly  love  be- 
tween its  members,  and  who  is  ready  to  make  every 
sacrifice  to  make  it  beneficial  to  ali  the  parties! 

But  what  is  more  extraordinary,  what  is  truly 
wonderful  and  astonishing,  is,  while  these  words 
were  on  his  tongue,  lie,  in  the  same  breath,  with  a 
full  knowledge  of  all  the  disastrous  consequences 
which  have  and  must  necessarily  follow  the  re- 
newal of  the  protective  system,  should  declare  that 
he  anticipates  the  speedy  arrival  of  the  time  when 
he  will  again  undertake  to  revive  the  system!  More 
cannot  be  added.  The  contrast  between  the  sena- 
tor’s course  and  the  character  which  he  ascribes  to 
himself  cannot  be  rendered  more  striking.  I shall 
not  add  another  instance,  as  many  of  them  as  are  at 
my  command.  A volume  could  not  more  conclu- 
sively prove  how  unfounded  are  his  pretensions  to 
that  lofty,  universal,  and  ardent  patriotism  which 
he  claims  for  himself,  and  how  strong  the  delusion 
under  which  he  is  in  regard  to  his  true  character. 

Let  us  now  turn  and  inquire  what  has  been  my 
course;  I whom  he  represents  as  sectional,  w hose 
course  he  pronounces  to  be  unfriendly  to  the  union, 
because  I now  call  the  protective  system  unconsti- 
tutional and  oppressive;  who,  he  intimates,  desires 
to  unite  the  south  for  no  patriotic  purpose,  and  re- 
presents as  going  off  under  the  state  rights  banner. 
And  here,  Mr.  President,  let  me  say,  I put  in  no 
claim  to  the  lofty  destiny  to  which  the  senator  says 
he  was  born.  Instead  of  coming  here,  like  the 
senator,  as  the  representatives  of  the  whole  people, 
I appear  in  the  more  humble  character  of  the  repre- 
sentative of  one  of  the  states  of  this  union,  sent 
here  to  watcli  over  her  particular  interests  and  to 
promote  the  general  interest  of  ail,  as  far  as  the 
constitution  has  conferred  power  upon  us,  and  as  it 
can  be  done  w ithout  oppression  to  the  parts.  These 
are  mv  conceptions  of  my  representative  character 
with  the  trust  confided  to  me,  and  the  duties  at- 
tached to  if,  wiiich  I endeavor  to  discharge  with 
industry,  fidelity,  and  all  the  abilities  which  it  has 
pleased  my  Creator  to  confer  on  me.  Instead  of 
falling  short  of  what  I profess,  I trust  my  public 
life,  if  examined  with  candor,  will  show  that  I have 


118 


NILES’ NATIONAL  REGISTER— APRIL  21,  1838—MR.  CALHOUN’S  SPEECH. 


ever  so  interpreted  my  duty  to  my  state  as  to  per- 
mit it  in  no  instance  to  interfere  with  the  just 
claims  of  the  union.  It  is  my  good  furtune  to  re- 
present a state  which  holds  her  character  far  above 
her  interest,  and  which  claims  the  first  place,  when 
a sacrifice  is  to  be  made  for  the  safety  and  happi_ 
ness  of  all,  and  would  hold  me  to  a strict  account 
if,  in  representing  her  interest,  I should  forget  what 
is  due  to  her  honor  among  her  confederates.  All 
her  acts  prove  that  she  is  as  liberal  in  making  con- 
cessions, when  demanded  by  the  common  good,  as 
she  is  prompt  and  resolute 'to  resist  aggression  to 
promote  the  interest  of  others  at  her  expense.  Act- 
ing in  the  same  spirit,  as  whilst  her  representative,  I 
have  never  failed  to  meet  and  repel  aggressions, 
while  I trust,  I have  on  no  occasion  been  unmind- 
ful of  her  honor  and  the  general  interests  of  the 
whole  union.  Having  made  these  remarks,  I shall 
now  proceed  to  show  that,  as  humble  as  my  pre- 
tensions are,  and  as  sectional  and  unpatriotic  as  he 
has  thought  proper  to  represent  me,  my  course  for 
liberality  and  a just  regard  to  the  interest  of  every 
portion  of  the  union  will  not  suffer  in  comparison 
with  his,  as  lofty  as  are  his  pretensions. 

In  making  the  inquiry  I have  into  the  course  of 
the  senator  in  relation  to  the  section  to  which  I be- 
long, I called  on  him  to  point  out  a single  instance, 
with  all  his  boasted  patriotism,  in  which  he  hail 
given  a vote  to  promote  its  interests,  or  done  an  act 
to  defend  its  rights;  but  now,  when  the  inquiry  is 
into  my  course  in  relation  to  his  section,  I propose 
to  reverse  the  question,  and  to  apply  to  myself  a 
much  more  severe  test  than  I did  to  him.  1 ask, 
then,  from  what  measure,  calculated  to  promote  the 
interests  of  his  section,  have  1 ever  withheld  my 
support,  except,  indeed,  the  protective  tariff,  and 
certain  appropriations,  which,  according  to  my 
mode  of  construing  the  constitution,  I regard  as  un- 
constitutional, and  would  of  course  be  bound  to 
oppose,  wherever  the  benefit  should  fall?  I call  on 
the  senator  to  point  out  a single  instance;  and,  if  he 
desires  it,  I will  yield  him  the  floor  in  order  to  give 
him  an  opportunity  to  do  so.  Will  the  senator  call, 
on  his  part,  for  instances  in  which  I have  supported 
the  interest  of  his  section?  I can  point  to  numerous; 
to  my  early  and  constant  support  of  the  navy;  to  my 
resistance  to  system  of  embargoes,  non-importation 
and  non-intercourse  acts;  to  my  generous  course  in 
support  of  manufactures  that  sprung  up  during  the 
W'ar,  in  which  my  friends  think  I went  loo  far;  to 
the  liberal  terms  on  which  the  tariff  controversy 
was  settled,  and  the  fidelity  with  which  I have  ad- 
hered to  it;  and  the  system  of  fortifications  for  the 
defence  of  our  harbors,  which  I projected  and  com- 
menced, and  which  is  so  important  to  the  two  great 
interests  of  commerce  and  navigation,  in  which  his 
section  has  so  deep  a stake.  To  which  I might  add 
many  more;  but  these  are  sufficient  for  one,  repre- 
sented as  so  sectional,  against  the  blank  list  of  the 
senator  in  relation  to  my  section,  with  all  his  claim 
to  ardent  and  universal  patriotism.  If  we  turn  to 
the  west,  my  course  will  at  least  bear  comparison 
with  his  for  liberality  towards  that  great  and  grow- 
ing section  of  our  country.  To  pass  over  other  in- 
stances, I ask  him  what  measure  of  his  can  be  com- 
pared with  the  cession  I have  proposed  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  to  the  new  states  on  the  liberal  conditions 
proposed?  It  is  a measure,  above  all  other,  calcula- 
ted to  promote  their  interest,  to  elevate  their  cha- 
racter, to  terminate  their  polilical  dependence,  and 
to  raise  them  to  a complete  equality  with  the  old 
states  for  the  mutual  benefit  of  us  and  them,  but 
which,  sectional,  as  I am  represented  to  be,  proved 
too  liberal  for  the  senator,  with  all  his  wide-extend- 
ed and  ardent  attachment  to  the  whole  union. 

But  it  seems  that  I mean  something  very  sinister 
in  my  call  on  the  south  to  unite,  and  the  senator 
very  significantly  asks  me  what  is  meant.  I have 
nothing  to  disguise,  arid  will  readily  answer.  If  he 
would  look  at  home,  and  open  his  eyes  to  the  sys- 
tematic and  incessant  attacks  made  on  our  peace 
and  quiet  by  his  constituents;  if  he  would  reflect 
on  his  threat  to  renew  the  system  of  oppression 
from  which  we  have  freed  ourselves  with  such  diffi- 
culty and  danger,  and  bear  in  mind  that  we  are  the 
W’eaker  section,  and,  without  union  among  our- 
selves, we  cannot  resist  danger  that  surrounds  us, 
he  will  see  that  there  is  neither  mystery  nor  danger 
in  the  call.  I go  farther.  Our  union  is  not  only  ne- 
ce-sary  to  our  safety  and  protection,  but  is  also  to 
the  successful  operation  of  our  system.  We  con- 
stitute the  check  to  its  over-action;  and,  as  expe- 
rience proves,  the  only  power  through  which,  when 
disordered,  reformation  can  be  peacefully  effected. 
Our  union  is  dangerous  to  none,  and  salutary  to  all. 
The  machine  never  works  well  when  the  south  is 
divided,  nor  badly  when  it  is  united. 

Tne  senator  next  tells  us  that  I declared  I would 
maTh  off  under  the  state  rights  banner,  which  he 
seized  on  to  impugn  my  patriotism  and  to  boast  of 
his  own.  It  is  an  easy  task,  by  misstating  or  garb- 


ling, to  distort  the  most  elevated  or  correct  senti- 
ment. In  this  case  the  senator,  by  selecting  a sin- 
gle member  of  the  sentence,  and  throwing  a strong 
emphasis  on  “off,”  gave  a meaning  directly  the 
opposite  of  representing  me  a3  abandoning  the 
cause  of  the  constitution  and  country,  and  himself 
as  being  their  champion,  which  it  seems  was  suffi- 
cient for  his  purpose.  The  declaration  is  taken 
from  my  opening  speech  at  the  extra  session;  and 
that  the  senate  may  judge  for  itself,  I shall  give  the 
entire  passage: 

“We  are  about  to  take  a fresh  start.  I move  off  un- 
der the  state  rights  banner,  and  go  in  the  direction  in 
which  I have  been  so  long  moving.  I seize  the  oppor- 
tunity thoroughly  to  reform  the  government;  to  bring  it 
back  to  its  original  principles;  to  retrench,  economise, 
and  rigidly  to  enforce  accountability.  I shall  oppose 
strenuously  all  attempts  to  originate  a new  debt,  to 
create  a national  bank,  to  reunite  the  political  and  mo- 
ney power,  (more  dangerous  than  church  and  state,)  in 
any  form  or  shape.” 

That  is  what  I did  declare,  and  which  the  sena- 
tor represents  as  deserting  the  constitution  and 
country;  and  this  is  the  way  I am  usually  answer- 
ed. I know  not  whether  I have  greater  cause  to 
complain  or  rejoice  at  the  fact  that  there  is  scarcely 
an  argument  or  sentiment  of  mine,  which  _is  at- 
tempted to  be  met,  that  is  not  garbled,  or  misstated. 
If  I have  reason  to  complain  of  the  injustice,  I have 
at  the  same  time  the  pleasure  to  reflect  that  it  is  a 
high  implied  compliment  to  the  truth  and  correct- 
ness of  what  I say 

There  still  remains  an  important  chapter  to  com- 
plete the  comparison  between  the  public  character 
of  the  senator  and  myself;  I mean  the  part  which 
we  took  in  the  late  war  between  Great  Britain  and 
this  country.  I intended  at  one  time  to  enter  on  it, 
and  to  trace  the  rise  and  progress  of  the  war,  with 
its  various  vicissitudes  of  disasters  and  victories, 
and  the  part  which  the  senator  and  his  political  as- 
sociates acted  at  that  important  period;  but  those 
are  by-gone  events,  belonging  to  the  historian,  in 
whose  hands  I arn  content  to  leave  them,  and  shall 
not  recur  to  them,  unless  the  senator  hereafter 
shall  provoke  me  by  a renewal  of  his  attack. 

Having  now  dispatched  the  personalities  of  the 
senator,  I turn  next  to  his  argument,  which,  as  I 
have  stated,  consists  of  three  parts;  the  prelimina- 
ry discourse  on  credit  and  banks;  the  discussion  of 
the  question  at  issue;  and  the  reply  to  my  remarks 
at  this  and  the  extra  session.  I shall  consider  each, 
as  I have  begun,  in  the  reverse  order.  The  argu- 
ment of  the  senator  is  indeed  so  miscellaneous  and 
loosely  connected,  that  it  is  a matter  of  but  little 
importance  in  what  order  it  is  considered. 

When  he  announced  his  intention  to  reply  to  my 
remarks,  both  at  this  and  the  extra  session,  I anti- 
cipated that  they  would  be  met  fully,  if  not  satis- 
factorily, point  by  point.  Guess,  then,  my  sur- 
prise, on  finding  him  pass  by,  without  even  attempt- 
ing art  answer  to  the  numerous  objections  which  I 
made  to  the  union  of  the  political  and  money  pow- 
er, as  affecting  the  morals,  the  politics,  the  currency, 
the  industry,  and  prosperity  of  the  country,  which, 
if  the  fourth  part  be  true,  is  decisive  of  the  ques- 
tion, and  noticing  but  two  out  of  the  long  list,  in 
his  reply.  If  we  may  judge  of  the  strength  of  those 
which  he  has  passed  over  by  his  own  inconclusive 
answer  (as  I shall  presently  show)  to  the  two 
which  he  selected,  my  argument  may  he  pronounc- 
ed to  be  impregnable.  I shall  begin  with  his  re- 
ply to  my  remarks  at  the  present  session. 

It  will  be  remembered,  among  other  objections 
against  the  connexion  with  the  banks,  I urged  that 
the  government  had  no  right  to  make  a general  de- 
posite  in  bank,  or  receive  the  notes  of  banks  in  the 
public  dues.  I placed  (he  first  on  the  ground,  that 
w'hen  public  money  was  placed  in  deposite  in  banks, 
and  passed  to  the  credit  of  the  government,  it  was, 
if  ever,  in  the  treasury;  and  that  it  could  not  be 
drawn  out  and  used  for  any  purpose,  unless  under 
an  appropriation  made  by  law,  without  violating  an 
express  provision  of  the  constitution,  which  pro- 
vides that  no  money’  should  be  drawn  out  of  the 
treasury,  but  in  consequence  of  appropriation  by 
law.  I then  urged,  that  to  place  money  in  general 
deposite  in  banks,  with  the  implied  understanding 
always  attached  to  such  transactions,  that  they 
would  have  the  right  to  draw  it  out  and  use  it  as 
they’  please,  till  called  for  by  the  government,  was 
a manifest  violation  of  this  provision  of  the  consti- 
tution. 

In  support  of  the  other  objection  against  receiving 
of  bank  notes  in  the  public  dues,  I laid  down  the 
known  and  fundamental  rule  of  construction  on  all 
questions  touching  the  powers  of  this  government, 
that  it  had  no  right  to  exercise  any  but  such  as  are 
expressly  given  by  the  constitution,  or  that  may  be 
necessary  to  carry  into  effect  the  granted  powers. 
I then  insisted  that  no  such  power  was  granted,  nor 
was  its  exercise  necessary  to  carry  any  granted 
power  into  effect,  and  concluded,  that  the  pow’er 


could  not  be  exercised  unless  comprehended  under 
one  or  the  other  head.  To  which  I added  the  fur- 
ther objection,  that  if  we  had  the  right  to  receive 
the  notes  of  state  banks  in  our  dues  as  cash,  it 
would  necessarily  involve  the  right  of  taking  them 
under  our  control  and  regulation,  which  would 
bring  this  government  necessarily  into  conflict  with 
the  reserved  rights  of  the  states;  and  to  this  I add- 
ed, that  the  receipt  of  the  bank  notes  by  the  gov- 
ernment tended  to  expel  gold  and  silver  from  cir- 
culation, and  depreciate  and  render  their  value  more 
fluctuating, -and,  of  course,  could  not  be  reconciled 
with  the  object  of  the  express  power  given  to  con- 
gress to  coin  money,  and  regulate  the  value  thereof, 
to  which  it  is  as  repugnant  in  its  effects,  as  the  de- 
basing or  the  clipping  the  current  coin  would  be. 

I,  at  the  same  time,  conceded  that  the  practice  of 
the  government  had  been  the  opposite  from  its  com- 
mencement. Such  are  my  reasons,  and  how  have 
they  been  met? 

The  senator  commenced  by  stating,  that  he  would 
consider  the  two  objections  together,  as  they  were 
connected;  but,  instead  of  that,  he  never  uttered 
another  word  in  relation  to  the  right  of  making  a 
general  deposite.  That  was  surrendered  without 
an  attempt  to  meet  my  objections,  which  at  least 
proved  his  discretion.  He  next  undertook  to  show 
that  precedents  were  in  favor  of  receiving  bank 
notes,  which  1 had  conceded,  and  no  one  disputed. 
Among  other  things,  he  stated,  1 was  the  first  to 
authorize  the  receiving  of  bank  notes  by  law,  and,  in 
proof,  referred  to  my  amendment  to  the  joint  reso- 
lution of  1816,  which  authorizes  the  receipt  of  the 
notes  of  specie  paying  banks  in  the  dues  of  the 
government.  He  stated,  that  the  resolution,  as 
proposed  by  himself,  provided  that  nothing  but 
gold  and  silver  and  the  notes  of  the  United 
States  Bank  should  be  received,  and  that  my 
amendment  extended  it  to  the  notes  of  state 
banks.  This  is  all  true,  but  is  not  the  whole  truth. 
He  forgot  to  inform  the  senate  that,  at  the  time, 
the  notes  of  non-specie  paying  banks,  as  well  as 
specie-paying,  were  received  in  the  dues  ol  the 
government,  and  that  my  amendment  limited,  in- 
stead of  enlarging,  the  existing  practice.  He  also 
forgot  to  state  that,  without  my  amendment,  the 
notes  of  the  United  States  Bank  would  have  been 
exclusively  received  in  the  public  dues,  and  that  I 
was  unwilling  to  bestow  a monopoly  of  such  im- 
mense value  on  that  institution,  which  would  have 
been  worth  ten  times  the  amount  of  the  bonus  it 
gave  for  its  charter. 

After  bestowing  much  time  to  establish  what 
none  denied,  the  senator  at  length  came  to  the  ar- 
gument; and  what  do  you  suppose  were  the  con- 
vincing reasons  he  urged  against  my  positions? 
Why,  simply,  that  he  had  no  time  to  reply  to  them! 
with  which,  and  the  erroneous  assertion  that  1 had 
denied  that  the  government  could  exercise  any  in- 
cidental power,  he  passed  over  all  the  weighty  ob- 
jections I had  urged  against  the  constitutionality  of 
receiving  and  treating  bank  notes  as  cash  in  the 
public  dues.  It  was  thus  he  met  the  only  argu- 
ment he  attempted  to  answer  of  the  many  and 
strong  ones  which  I have  urged  in  support  of  my 
opinion  on  this  important  question,  and  to  which 
he  proposed  to  make  a formal  reply. 

I shall  next  notice  the  reply  he  attempted  to  my 
remarks  at  the  late  session.  And  here,  again,  he 
selected  a single  argument,  and  to  which  bis  an- 
swer was  not  less  inconclusive  and  unsatisfactory 
than  to  that  which  I have  just  considered.  Among 
other  objections  to  the  union  of  the  government 
with  the  banks,  I stated  that  it  would  tend  to  cen- 
tralize the  circulation  and  exchanges  of  the  country; 
to  sustain  which,  I showed  that  no  small  poition  of 
the  credit  and  circulation  of  the  banks  depended 
on  the  public  deposites,  and  the  fact  that  the  gov- 
ernment received  and  treated  their  notes  as  cash  in 
its  dues.  I then  showed  that  it  was  that  portion 
which  pre-eminently  gave  a control  over  the  circu- 
lation and  exchanges  of  the  country.  In  illustra- 
tion, I asked  if  the  government,  when  it  first  went 
into  operation,  had  selected  a merchant  of  New 
York,  and  entered  into  a contract  with  him  that  he 
should  have  the  free  use  of  the  public  revenue  from 
the  time  it  was  collected  till  it  was  disbursed,  and 
that  nothing  but  his  promissory  notes,  except  gold 
and  silver,  should  be  received  in  the  public  dues, 
whether  it  would  not  give  him  a great  and  decided 
control  over  the  circulation  and  exchanges  of  the 
country,  accompanied  with  advantages  to  the  port 
where  he  resided  over  all  others?  I next  asked, 
whether  the  location  of  a bank  of  the  United 
States  at  the  same  place,  with  the  same  privileges, 
would  not  give  equal  control  and  advantages? 
Nay,  much  greater,  as,  in  addition,  it  would  con- 
centrate at  the  same  place  an  immense  amount  of 
capital  collected  from  every  portion  of  the  country. 

Such  was  my  argon  ent,  which  (he  senator, 
months  after  it  was  delivered",  undertakes  to  con- 
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trovert;  but,  I must  say,  for  my  life,  I could  not 
understand  his  reasons.  He  lost  his  usual  clearness, 
and  became  vague  and  obscure,  as  any  one  must 
who  attempts  to  refute  what  is  so  perfectly  evident. 
To  escape  from  this  difficulty,  he,  with  his  usual 
address,  confounded  what  I had  said  on  anothersub- 
ject,  with  another  point,  which  .he  thought  more  ea- 
sily answered,  and  against  which  he  directed  his 
attack.  He  stated  that  I proposed  a government 
paper;  and  then  insisted  that  it  would  be  the  union 
of  the  political  and  money  power,  and  would  do 
more  to  centralize  the  currency  and  exchanges  than 
the  connection  of  the  government  with  the  banks. 

Now,  unfortunately  for  the  senator,  I proposed 
no  such  thing,  and  expressed  no  notion  of  the  kind, 
nor  any  thing  like  it.  He  may  search  every  speech 
I have  delivered  at  this  and  the  extra  session,  and 
he  can  find  nothing  to  justify  his  assertion.  To 
put  this  beyond  all  dispute,  I will  quote  what  I did 
say,  and  the  only  thing  that  I ever  did  that  could 
afford  him  even  a pretext  for  his  assertions.  The 
extracts  are  taken  from  my  remarks  at  the  extra 
session. 

“I  intend  to  propose  nothing.  It  would  be  impossible, 
with  so  great  a weight  of  opposition  to  pass  any  mea- 
sure without  the  entire  support  of  the  administration; 
and,  if  it  were,  it  ought  not  to  be  attempted  when  so 
much  must  depend  on  the  mode  of  execution.  The 
best  measure  that  could  be  devised  might  fail,  and  im- 
pose a heavy  responsibility  on  its  author,  unless  it  met 
with  the  hearty  approbation  of  those  who  are  to  exe- 
cute it.  I then  intend  merely  to  throw  out  suggestions, 
in  order  to  excite  the  reflections  of  others,”  &c. 

“Believing  that  there  might  be  a sound  and  safe  pa- 
per currency  founded  on  the  credit  of  the  governmen' 
exclusively.  I was  desirous  that  those  who  are  respon- 
sible and  have  the  power  should  have  availed  them- 
selves of  the  opportunity  of  the  temporary  deficit  in  the 
treasury,  and  the  postponement  of  the  fourth  instal- 
ment intended  to  be  deposited  with  the  states,  to  use 
them  as  the  means  of  affording  a circalation  for  the 
present  relief  of  the  country  and  the  banks,  during  the 
process  oj  sepaialing  them  from  the  government,''  &c. 

Here  is  not  a word  about  proposing;  on  the  con- 
trary, I expressly  stated,  I propose  nothing;  that 
I but  threw  out  suggestions  for  reflection.  Instead 
of  excluding  all  paper  from  circulation,  I suggest- 
ed the  use  (not  of  treasury  notes,  as  he  stated,  or 
any  other  paper  containing  a promise  to  pay  mo- 
ney ) but  simply  one  which  should  contain  a promise 
to  be  received  in  the  dues  of  the  government;  and 
that,  too,  only  to  the  extent  necessary  to  meet  the 
temporary  deficit  of  the  treasury,  and  to  alleviate  the 
process  of  separating  from  the  banks;  and  this  he 
has'  arbitrarily  construed  ami  perverted  to  suit  his 
purpose  in  the  manner  I have  shown! 

It  is  a great  misfortune  that  there  should  be 
brought  into  this  chamber  the  habits  contracted  at 
the  bar,  where  advocates  contend  for  victory,  with- 
out being  scrupulous  about  the  means;  while  here 
the  only  object  ought  to  be  truth  and  the  good  of 
(he  country.  All  other  considerations  ought  to  be 
forgotten  within  these  walls,  and  the  only  struggle 
ought  to  be  to  ascertain  what  is  true  and  calculated 
to  promote  the  honor  and  happiness  of  the  commu- 
nity. Great  individual  injustice  is  done  by  such 
misstatements  of  arguments.  The  senator’s  speech 
will  be  published  and  circulated  in  quarters  where 
my  correction  of  his  statements  will  never  reach; 
and  thousands  will  attribute  opinions  to  me  that  I 
never  uttered  nor  entertained. 

The  suggestions  which  he  has  so  perverted  have 
been  a favorite  topic  of  attack  on  the  part  of  the 
senator,  but  he  has  never  yet  slated  nor  met  what 
I i eally  said  truly  and  fairly;  and,  after  his  many 
and  unsuccessful  attempts  to  show  what  I suggest- 
ed to  be  erroneous,  I now  undertake  to  affirnfposi- 
tively,  and  without  the  least  fear,  that  I can  be  an- 
swered, what  heretofore  I have  but  suggested;  that 
a paper  issued  by  government,  with  the  simple  pro- 
mise to  receive  it  in  all  its  dues,  leaving  its  credit- 
ors to  take  it,  or  gold  and  silver,  at  their  option, 
would,  to  the  extent  that  it  would  circulate,  form 
a perfect  paper  circulation,  which  could  not  be 
abused  by  the  government,  and  would  be  as  steady 
and  uniform  in  value  as  the  metals  themselves,  and 
that,  ih  by  possibility,  it  should  depreciate,  the  loss 
would  fall,  noton  the  people,  but  on  the  govern- 
ment itself;  for  the  only  effect  of  depreciation 
would  be  virtually  to  reduce  the  taxes,  to  prevent 
"Id ch  the  interest  of  the  government  would  be  a 
sufficient  guaranty.  I shall  not  go  into  (he  discus- 
sion now,  but  on  a suitable  occasion  I shall  be  able 
to  makegood  every  word  I have  uttered.  I would 
be  able  to  do  more,  to  prove  that  it  is  within  the 
constitutional  power  of  congress  to  use  such  a pa- 
per, in  the  management  ol  its  finances,  according 
to  the  most  rigid  rule  of  construing  the  constitution; 
and  that  those,  at  least,  who  think  that  congress 
can  authorize  the  notes  of  private  state  corpora- 
tions to  be  received  in  the  public  dues,  are  estop- 
ped from  denying  its  right  to  receive  its  own  paper. 
If  it  can  virtually  endorse  by  law,  on  the  notes  of 


specie-paying  banks,  “receivable  in  payment  of 
the  public  dues,”  it  surely  can  order  the  same 
words  to  be  written  on  a blank  piece  of  paper. 

Such  is  the  character  of  the  paper  I suggested, 
and  which  the  senator  says  would  do  more  to  cen- 
tralize the  circulation  and  exchanges  than  the  union 
of  the  government  and  the  banks,  which,  however, 
he  signally  failed  to  prove.  That  it  would  have  a 
greater  tendency  than  the  exclusive  receipt  in  its 
dues  of  gold  and  silver,  1 readily  acknowledge,  and 
to  that  extent  I think  it  objectionable;  for  I do  not 
agree  with  the  senator  that  there  should  be  some 
one  great  emporium,  which  should  have  control  of 
the  commerce,  currency,  and  exchanges  of  the 
union.  I hold  it  desirable  in  neither  a political  nor 
commercial  point  of  view,  and  to  be  contrary  to  the 
genius  of  our  institutions  and  the  spirit  of  the  con- 
stitution, which  expressly  provides,  among  other 
things,  that  no  preference  should  be  given  to  the 
ports,  of  one  state  over  another.  But  that  a receiv- 
able paper,  such  as  I suggested,  would  have  a 
greater,  or  as  great  tendency  to  centralize  the  com- 
merce and  currency  of  the  country  as  the  union 
with  the  banks,  I utterly  deny;  and  if  I had  no 
other  reason,  the  vehement  opposition  of  the  sena- 
tor, who  approves  of  such  tendency,  would  be  con- 
clusive; but  there  are  others  that  are  decisive. 

The  centralizing  tendency  of  such  a paper  would 
result  exclusively  from  the  facility  it  would  afford 
to  remittance  from  distant  portions  of  the  union,  in 
which  respect  it  would  stand  just  on  a par  with 
bank  notes  when  received  in  the  dues  of  the  pub- 
lic; while  the  latter  would,  in  addition,  give  to  the 
favored  port  where  the  mother  bank  might  be  loca- 
ted, (or  the  head  of  the  league  of  state  banks,)  the 
immense  profits  from  the  use  of  the  public  depo- 
sites,  and  the  still  greater  from  having  their  notes 
received  in  government  dues.  The  two  united 
would  afford  unbounded  facilities  in  the  pay- 
ment of  custom-house  bonds,  and  give  millions  of 
profit  annually,  derived  exclusively  from  the  use 
of  government  credit.  This  great  facility  and  vast 
increase  of  profit  would  give  a great  and  decided 
advantage  to  the  commerce  of  the  section  where 
the  head  of  the  system  might  be  located,  and  which, 
in  a great  measure,  accounts  for  the  decay  of  the 
commerce  of  the  south,  where  there  were  no  banks, 
when  this  government  was  established,  and  which, 
of  course,  gave  to  the  other  section  exclusively  all 
the  benefit  derived  from  the  connection.  If  specie 
had  from  the  first  been  exclusively  received  in  the 
public  dues,  the  present  commercial  inequality 
would  never  have  existed;  and  I may  add,  it  never 
will  cease  till  we  return  to  the  constitutional  cur- 
rency. What  the  senator  has  said  as  to  the  union 
of  the  political  and  money  powers,  and  the  tenden- 
cy to  extravagance  from  the  use  of  treasury  notes 
and  their  depreciation,  is  so  clearly  inapplicable  to 
the  description  of  paper  I suggested,  that  I do  not 
deem  it  necessary  to  waste  words  in  reply  to  it. 

Having  now  repelled  his  reply  to  my  remarks  at 
this  and  the  extra  session,  I shall  next  proceed  to 
notice  his  argument  on  the  question  under  discus- 
sion, which,  extraordinary  as  it  may  seem,  consti- 
tutes by  far  the  most  meagre  and  inconsiderable 
portion  of  his  speech.  The  structure  he  reared 
with  so  much  labor,  is  composed  of  a little  centre 
building,  of  some  twenty  or  thirty  feet  square, 
with  an  extended  wing  on  each  side,  and  a huge 
portico  in  front.  I have,  I trust,  effectually  demol- 
ished the  wings,  and  propose  next  to  go  through  the 
same  process  with  the  centre  building. 

A'S  long  as  was  the  speech,  it  contained  but  three, 
or,  at  the  utmost,  four  arguments,  directly  applica- 
ble to  the  question  under  discussion;  of  which  two 
have  again  and  again  been  repeated  by  him  every 
time  he  has  addressed  the  senate;  another  was 
drawn  from  an  argument  of  mine  in  favor  of  the 
bill,  which  the  senator  has  misstated,  and  pressed 
into  his  service  against  it,  and  the  other  is  neither 
altogether  new,  nor  very  well  founded,  or,  from  its 
character,  of  much  force.  I shall  begin  wilh  it. 

The  senator  objected  to  the  collection  of  the  pub- 
lic dues  in  gold  and  silver,  because,  as  he  con- 
ceives, it  would  be  exceedingly  inconvenient;  in 
proof  of  which,  and  in  order  to  present  as  strong  a 
picture  as  possible,  he  went  into  minute  calcula- 
tions and  details.  He  first  supposed  that  the  ave- 
rage peace  revenue  would  be  equal  to  thirty  millions 
annually,  and  the  average  deposites  to  twenty-one. 
He  then  estimated  that  this  vast  sum  would  have  to 
be  counted  at  least  five  times  in  the  year,  and  then 
estimated  that  it  would  require  eight  hundred 
thousand  dollars  to  be  counted  daily,  which  would 
require  a host  of  officers,  in  his  opinion,  to  perform 
the  task.  The  answer  to  all  this  is  easy.  In  the 
first  place,  the  senator  has  over-estimated  the  aver- 
age receipts  by  at  least  one  hundred  per  cent.  Fif- 
teen millions  ought  to  be  much  nearer  the  truth 
than  thirty.  Even  that  I regarded  as  exceeding 
what  the  expenditure  ought  (o  he;  and  I venture  to 


assert,  that  no  administration  which  expends  more 
on  an  average  for  the  next  few  years  can  maintain 
itself,  unless  there  should  be  some  unexpected  de- 
mand on  the  treasury.  In  the  next  place,  twenty- 
one  millions  is  at  least  five  times  too  large  for  the 
average  deposites.  Should  this  bill  pass,  three  mil- 
lions would  be  much  nearer  the  truth.  We  shall 
hear  no  more  of  surplusses,  when  the  revenue  is 
collected  in  gold  and  silver.  This  would  make  a 
great  deduction  in  his  estimate  of  the  trouble  and 
labor  in  counting.  But  I give  the  senator  his  own 
estimate,  and  ask  him  if  he  never  heard  of  other 
and  shorter  modes  than  counting,  of  ascertaining 
the  amount  in  coins?  Does  he  not  know  that  it 
can  be  ascertained  with  as  much  certainty  and  ex- 
actness by  weight  as  by  counting,  and  with  more 
despatch,  when  the  amount  is  large,  in  coins  than 
in  his  favorite  bank  notes?  If  I am  not  misinform- 
ed, it  is  the  mode  adopted  at  the  English  exche- 
quer, and  that  it  is  done  with  the  greatest  possible 
promptitude  by  experienced  individuals;  so  that  his 
formidable  objection  vanishes. 

But  the  senator  next  tells  us,  that  I stated,  in  my 
remarks,  that  the  bill,  should  it  pass,  would  place 
the  banks  and  the  government  in  antagonist  rela- 
tion to  each  other,  which  he  considers  as  a very 
weighty  objection  to  it.  I again  must  correct  his 
statement.  I made  no  such  remark.  I indeed  said, 
when  the  banks  were  connected  with  the  govern- 
ment, they  had  a direct  interest  in  increasing  its 
fiscal  action.  The  greater  the  revenue  and  expen- 
ditures, and  the  larger  the  surplus,  the  greater 
would  be  their  profit,  but,  when  they  were  separa- 
ted, the  reverse  would  take  place.  Thatthe  greater 
amount  of  gold  and  silver  collected  and  withdrawn 
from  circulation,  the  less  would  be  left  for  banking 
operations,  and,  of  course,  the  less  their  profit;  and 
that  in  one  case  they  would  be  the  allies,  and,  in 
the  other,  the  opponents  of  the  government,  as  far 
as  its  fiscal  action  was  concerned;  or,  to  express  it 
more  concisely,  when  united  with  the  government, 
they  would  be  on  the  side  of  the  tax-consumers, 
and  when  separated,  on  that  of  the  tax-payers. 
Such  were  my  remarks;  and  now  I ask,  is  it  not 
true?  Can  any  one  deny  it?  Or  admitting  its 
truth,  can  its  importance  be  disputed?  Were  there 
no  other  reasons  in  favor  of  the  bill,  I would  consi- 
der this  of  itself  decisive.  It  would  be  almost  im- 
possible to  preserve  our  free  institutions,  with  the 
weight  of  the  entire  banking  system  thrown  on  the 
side  of  high  taxes  and  extravagant  disbursements, 
or  to  destroy  it  if  thrown  into  the  opposite  scale. 

But  the  senator  regards  the  expression  of  tax- 
consumers  and  tax-payers  as  mere  catch-words,  of 
dangerous  import,  and  tending  to  divide  society  in- 
to the  hostile  parties  of  rich  and  poor.  I take  a 
very  different  view.  I hold  that  the  fiscal  action  of 
the  government  must  necessarily  divide  the  com- 
munity into  the  two  great  classes  of  tax-payers  and 
tax-consumers.  Taking  taxation  and  disburse- 
ments together,  and  it  is  unavoidable  that  one  por- 
tion of  the  community  must  pay  into  the  treasury, 
in  the  shape  of  taxes,  more  than  they  receive  back 
in  disbursements,  and  another  must  receive  more 
than  they  pay.  This  is  the  great  disturbing  prin- 
ciple in  all  governments,  especially  those  that  are 
free,  around  which  all  other  causes  of  political  di- 
visions and  distractions  finally  rally.  Were  it  other- 
wise, if  the  interest  of  every  portion  and  class  of 
the  community  was  the  same  in  reference  to  taxa- 
tion and  disbursements,  nothing  would  be  more 
easy  than  to  establish  and  preserve  free  institutions; 
but  as  it  is,  it  is  the  most  difficult  of  all  tasks,  as 
history  and  experience  prove.  This  principle  of 
disorder  lies  deep  in  the  nature  of  men  and  society; 
and  extends  equally  to  private  associations  as  to 
political  communities.  There  will  necessarily 
spring  up  in  both  a stockholding  and  direction  in- 
terest; the  latter  of  which,  without  wise  provisions 
and  incessant  vigilance,  will  absorb  the  former,  of 
which  the  winding  up  of  many  a bank  will  prove. 

The  two  remaining  arguments  of  the  senator 
have  been  often  asserted  and  as  often  refuted;  and 
I shall  depatch  them  with  a few  words.  He  tells 
us,  as  he  has  often  done,  that  we  are  bound  to  re- 
gulate the  currency;  and  that  the  constitution  has 
given  to  congress  the  express  power  to  regulate  it; 
with  many  other  expressions  of  similar  import.  It 
is  manifest,  that  the  whole  argument  turns  on  the 
ambiguity  of  the  word  currency.  If,  by  it,  is 
meant  the  current  coin  of  the  United  States,  no  one 
can  doubt  that  congress  has  the  rightto  regulate  it. 
The  power  is  expressly  given  by  the  constitution, 
which  says,  in  so  many  words,  that  it  shall  have 
power  to  coin  money  and  regulate  the  value  there- 
of; but  if  it  is  intended  to  include  bank  notes,  as 
must  be  the  intention  of  the  senator,  there  is  no 
such  express  power  given  in  the  constitution.  It 
is  a point  to  be  proved  and  not  assumed,  and  every 
attempt  of  the  senator  to  prove  it  has  ended  in  sig- 
nal failure.  He  has  not,  and  cannot,  meet  the  an- 


120 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— APRIL  21,  1838— MR.  CALHOUN’S  SPEECH. 


swer  which  he  received  from  the  senator  from 
Pennsylvania  at  the  extra  session,  and  his  repetition 
of  the  assertion,  afterso  decisive  an  answer,  serves 
but  to  prove  how  much  more  easy  it  often  is  to  re- 
fute an  argu  ment  than  to  silence  him  who  advanced 
it.  But  I do  not  despair  even  of  silencing  the  sena- 
tor. There  is  one  whose  authority  on  this  point  I 
am  sure  he  must  respect:  I mean  himself.  When 
the  bill  granting  a charter  to  the  late  United  States 
Bank  was  under  discussion  in  the  other  house,  in 
1816,  he  then  took  the  opposite  side,  and  argued 
with  great  force,  against  the  very  right  for  which 
he  now  so  obstinately  contends.  He  then  main- 
tained that  the  framers  of  the  constitution  were 
hard  money  men;  that  currency  meant  the  cur- 
rent coin  of  the  United  States;  and  that  congress 
has  no  right  to  make  any  other.  But  the  senator 
shall  speak  for  himself;  and  that  he  may  be  heard 
in  his  own  words,  I shall  read  an  extract  from  his 
speech  delivered  at  the  time: 

“ Mr.  Webster  first  addressed  the  house.  He  re- 
gretted the  manner  in  which  this  debate  had  been  com- 
menced, on  a detached  feature  of  the  bill,  and  not  on  a 
question  affecting  the  principle;  and  expressed  his  tears 
that  a week  or  two  would  be  lost  in  the  discussion  of 
this  question,  to  no  purpose,  inasmuch  as  it  might  ulti- 
mately end  in  the  rejection  of  the  bill.  He  proceeded  to 
reply  to  the  arguments  of  the  advocates  of  the  bill.  It 
was  a mistaken  idea,  he  said,  which  he  had  heard  ut- 
tered on  this  subject,  that  we  were  about  to  reform  the  na- 
tional currency.  No  nation  had  a better  currency,  he 
said,  than  the  United  States;  there  was  no  nation 
which  had  guarded  its  currency  with  more  care;  for  the 
framers  of  the  constitution,  and  those  who  enacted  the 
early  statutes  on  this  subject,  were  hard  money  men; 
they  had  felt,  and  therefore  duly  appreciated  the  evils  of 
a paper  medium;  they,  therefore,  sedulously  guarded 
the  currency  of  the  United  States  from  debasement.  The 
legal  currency  of  the  United  States  was  gold  and  silver 
coin;  this  was  a subject  in  regard  to  which  congress 
had  run  into  no  folly. 

‘‘What  then,  he  asked,  was  the  present  evil?  Hav- 
ing a perfectly  sound  national  currency,  and  the  govern- 
ment having  no  power  in  fact  to  make  any  thing  else  cur- 
rent but  gold  and  silver,  there  had  grown  up  in  different 
states  a currency  of  paper,  issued  Dy  banks,  setting  out 
with  the  promise  to  pay  gold  and  silver,  which  they  had 
been  wholly  unable  to  redeem:  the  consequence  was, 
that  there  was  a mass  of  paper  afloat,  of  perhaps  fifty 
millions,  which  sustained  no  immediate  relation  to  the 
legal  currency  of  the  country — a paper  which  will  not 
enable  any  man  to  pay  money  he  owes  to  his  neigh- 
bor, or  his  debts  to  the  government.  The  banks  had  is- 
sued more  money  than  they  could  redeem,  and  the 
evil  was  severely  felt,  &c.  Mr.  W.  declined  occupying 
the  time  of  the  house  to  prove  that  there  was  a depre’ 
ciation  of  the  paper  in  circulation:  the  legal  standard  of 
value  was  gold  and  silver;  the  relation  of  paper  to  it 
proved  its  state,  and  the  rate  of  its  depreciation.  Gold 
and  silver  currency,  he  said,  was  the  law  of  the  land  at 
home,  and  the  law  of  the  world  abroad;  there  could,  in  the 
present  state  of  the  world,  be  no  other  currency.  Inconse- 
quence of  the  immense  paper  issues  having  banished 
specie  from  circulation,  the  government  had  been  oblig- 
ed, in  direct  violation  of  existing  statutes,  to  receive  the 
amount  of  their  taxes  in  something  which  was  not  re- 
cognized by  law  as  the  money  of  the  country,  and 
which  was,  in  fact,  greatly  depreciated,  &c.  This  was 
the  evil.’’ 

What  can  be  more  decisive?  What  more  point- 
ed? They  are  the  very  doctrines  which  he  is  in 
the  daily  habit  of  denouncing  under  the  name  of  lo- 
co-foco.  The  senator  may  hereafter  be  regarded  as 
the  father  of  the  party;  and  I deem  it  not  a little 
unnatural  that  he  should  be  so  hatsh  and  cruel  to 
his  offspring. 

But  it  may  be  said  that  I then  advocated  the  oppo- 
site side.  Be  it  so,  and  it  follows  that  his  authority 
and  mine  stand  as  opposing  qualities  on  the  oppo- 
site side  of  an  equation;  and  I feel  confident  that 
the  senator  will  really  admit  that  his  will  at  least  be 
sufficient  to  destroy  mine. 

I really  acknowledge  that  my  opinion,  after  the 
lapse  of  upwards  of  twenty  years,  with  tile  light 
which  experience  in  this  long  period  has  shed  on 
the  banking  system,  has  undergone  considerable 
changes.  It  would  be  strange  if  it  had  not.  I see 
more  clearly  now,  than  I did,  the  true  character  of 
the  system  and  its  dangerous  tendency;  but  I owe 
it  to  myself  and  the  truth  of  the  cause,  to  say  I 
was,  even  at  that  early  period,  far  from  being  its 
advocate,  and  would  then  have  been  opposed  to  the 
system  had  it  been  a new  question.  But  I then  re- 
garded the  connection  between  the  government  and 
the  banks  indissoluble,  and  acquiesed  in  a state  of 
things  that  I could  not  control,  and  which  I consi- 
dered as  established.  The  government  was  then  re- 
ceiving the  notes  of  non-specie-paying  banks  in  its 
dues,  to  its  own  discredit  and  heavy  loss  to  its  cre- 
ditors. The  only  practical  alternative  was  at  that 
period  between  a league  of  state  banks  and  a bank 
of  the  United  States,  as  a fiscal  agent  of  the  gov- 
ernment. I preferred  then,  as  I now  do,  the  latter 
to  the  former,  as  more  efficient,  and  not  a whit 
jnore  unconstitutional;  and,  if  I now  were  again 


placed  in  the  same  state  of  things  that  I then  was, 
with  all  my  present  feelings  and  views,  I could 
hardly  have  acted  differently  from  what  I then  did. 

The  senator  greatly  mistakes,  in  supposing  that 
I feel  any  disposition  to  repudiate  or  retract  w hat  I 
then  said.  So  far  from  it,  I have,  just  cause  to  be 
proud  of  the  remarks  I made  on  the  occasion.  It 
put  the  question  for  the  bank,  for  the  first  time,  on 
its  true  basis,  as  far  as  this  government  is  concern- 
ed, and  the  one  on  which  it  has  ever  since  stood; 
which  is  no  small  compliment  to  one  then  so  inex- 
perienced as  myself.  All  I insist  on  is,  that  the  re- 
port contains  but  a very  hasty  sketch— a mere  out- 
line, as  the  reporter  himself  says — of  my  remarks, 
in  which  four-fifths  is  omitted,  and  that  it  would  be 
doing  me  great  injustice  to  regard  it  as  containing 
a full  exposition  of  my  views.  But,  as  brief  as  it 
is,  what  is  reported  cannot  be  read,  in  a spirit  of 
fairness,  without  seeing  that  I regarded  the  ques- 
tion at  the  time  as  a mere  practical  one,  to  be  deci- 
ded under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  with- 
out involving  the  higher  questions  which  now,  that 
the  connection  between  the  government  and  the 
banks  is  broken,  come  rightfully  into  discussion. 
At  that  time  the  only  question,  as  I expressly  sta- 
ted, was,  not  whether  we  should  be  connected  with 
the  bank,  for  that  was  existing  in  full  force,  but 
whether  it  was  most  advisable,  admitting  the  exis- 
tence of  the  connection,  that  the  United  States,  as 
well  as  the  separate  states,  should  exercise  the 
power  of  banking.  I nave  made  these  remarks,  not 
that  I regard  the  question  of  consistency,  alter  so 
great  a change  of  circumstances,  of  much  impor- 
tance, but  because  I desire  to  stand  w'here  truth 
and  justice  place  me  on  this  great  question. 

The  last  argument  of  the  senator  on  the  question 
at  issue  was  drawn  from  the  provision  of  the  con- 
stitution which  gives  to  congress  the  right  to  regu- 
late commerce,  and  which  he  says  involves  the 
right  and  obligation  to  furnish  a sound  circulating 
medium.  The  train  of  his  reasoning,  as  far  as  I 
could  comprehend  it,  was,  that,  without  a curren- 
cy, commerce  could  not  exist,  at  least  to  any  consi- 
derable extent,  and,  of  course,  there  would  be 
nothing  to  regulate;  and,  therefore,  unless  congress 
furnished  a currency,  its  power  of  regulating  com- 
merce would  become  a mere  nullity;  and  from 
which  he  inferred  the  right  and  obligation  to  fur- 
nish, not  only  a currency,  but  a bank  currency! 
Whatever  may  be  said  of  the  soundness  of  the  rea- 
soning, all  must  admit  that  his  mode  of  construing 
the  constitution  is  very  bold  and  novel.  To  what 
would  it  lead?  The  same  clause,  in  that  instrument, 
which  gives  congress  the  right  to  coin  money  and’ 
regulate  the  value  thereof,  gives  it  also  the  kindred 
right  to  fix  the  standard  of  weights  and  measures. 
They  are  just  as  essential  to  the  existence  of  con- 
gress as  the  currency  itself.  The  yard  and  the 
bushel  are  not  less  important  in  the  exchange  of 
commodities,  than  the  dollar  and  the  eagle;  and  Ihe 
very  train  of  reasoning  which  would  make  it  the 
right  and  duty  of  the  government  to  furnish  the 
one,  would  make  it  equally  so,  to  furnish  the 
other.  Again:  commerce  cannot  exist  without 
ships  and  other  means  of  transportation.  Is  the 
government  also  bound  to  furnish  them?  Nor  with- 
out articles,  or  commodities,  to  be  exchanged,  cot- 
ton, rice,  tobacco,  and  the  various  products  of  agri- 
culture and  manufactures.  Is  it  also  bound  to  fur- 
nish them?  Nor  these  in  turn,  without  labor;  and 
must  that,  too,  be  furnished?  If  not,  I ask  the  sen- 
ator to  make  the  distinction.  Where  will  he  draw 
the  line,  and  on  what  principles?  Does  he  not  see 
that,  according  to  this  mode  of  construction,  the 
higher  powers  granted  in  the  constitution  would  car- 
ry all  the  inferior,  and  that  this  would  become  a gov- 
ernment of  unlimited  powers? — Take,  for  instance, 
the  war  power,  and  apply  the  same  mode  of  con- 
st: uction  to  it,  and  what  power  would  there  be  that 
congress  could  not  exercise — nay,  be  bound  to  ex- 
ercise? Intelligence,  morals,  wealth,  numbers,  cur- 
rency, all  are  important  elements  of  power,  and 
may  become  so  to  the  defence  of  the  union  and 
safety  of  the  country;  and,  according  to  the  sena- 
tor’s reasoning,  the  government  would  have  the 
right,  and  would  be  in  duty  bound  to  take  charge 
of  the  schools,  the  pulpits,  the  industry,  the  popu- 
lation, as  well  as  the  currency  of  the  country;  and 
these  would,  comprehend  the  entire  circle  of  legis- 
lation, and  leave  the  state  governments  as  useless 
appendages  of  the  system. 

Having  now,  I trust,  taken  down  to  the  ground 
the  little  centre  building,  with  its  four  apartments, 
nothing  remains  of  the  entire  structure  but  the 
huge  portico  in  front,  and  on  which  I shall  next 
commence  the  work  of  demolition.  The  senator 
opened  his  discourse  on  credits  and  banks,  by  as- 
serting that  bank  credit  was,  in  truth  and  reality, 
so  much  capital  actually  added  to  the  community! 

I waive  the  objection,  that  neither  credit,  nor  the 
banking  system,  is  involved  in  the  question;  and 


that  those  who  are  opposed  to  the  union  of  the  po- 
litical and  money  power  oppose  that  union  with 
other  reasons,  on  the  ground  that  it  is  unfavorable 
to  a full  development  of  the  credit  system,  and  dan- 
gerous to  the  banks  themselves,  which  they  believe 
can  only  be  saved  Irom  entire  destruction  by  the 
separation;  and  it  follows,  of  course,  all  that  he 
said  in  relation  to  them  is  either  a begging  of  the 
question,  or  irrelevant.  But,  assuming  what  he 
said  to  be  applicable,  I shall  show  that  it  is  either 
unfounded  in  tact,  or  erroneous  in  conclusion. 

So  far  from  agreeing  with  the  senator,  that  what 
he  calls  bank  credit  is  so  much  real  capital  added 
to  the  country,  I hold  the  opposite — that  banks  do 
not  add  a cent  of  capital,  or  credit.  Regarded 
strictly,  the  credit  of  banks  is  limited  to  the  capital 
actually  paid  in.  This  usually  is  the  only  sum  lor 
which  the  stockholders  are  liable;  and,  without 
what  is  called  banking  privileges,  they  would  not 
have  a cent  of  credit  beyond  that  amount.  But  the 
capital  subscribed  and  paid  is  not  created  by  the 
banks.  It  is  drawn  out  of  the  general  fund  of  the 
country.  Now,  I ask,  what  constitutes  its  credit 
beyond  its  capital?  In  the  first  place,  and  mainly, 
it  is  derived  from  the  fact  that  both  general  and 
state  governments  receive  and  treat  bank  notes  as 
cash,  and  thereby,  to  the  extent  ol  their  fiscal  ac- 
tion, virtually  give  them  the  use  of  their  credit.  It 
is  an  existing  credit,  belonging  to  them  exclusive- 
ly, and  is  neither  created,  nor  increased,  by  per- 
mitting the  banks  to  use  it.  In  the  next  place,  the 
deposites  with  the  banks,  both  public  and  private, 
add  a large  amount  to  their  credit;  but  this  again  is 
utber  the  property  or  credit  of  the  government  and 
individuals,  which  they  are  permitied  to  use,  and 
which  they  neither  create  nor  increase.  Finally, 
notes  and  bonds,  or  other  credits  discounttd  by  the 
banks,  make  up  their  credit,  which  are  neither 
more  nor  less  than  the  credit  of  the  drawers  and 
endorsers,  on  which  the  banks  do  business.  They 
take  in  the  paper  or  credit  of  others,  payable  at  a 
given  day,  deduct  the  interest  in  advance,  and  give 
out  their  ow  n credit  or  notes,  payable  on  demand, 
without  interest;  that  is,  the  credit  ot  their  own 
paper  rpsts  on  the  credit  of  the  paper  discounted, 
or  taktn  in  exchange,  which  credit  they  neither 
create  ncr  increase.  In  a word,  all  their  credit  be- 
yond the  capital  actually  paid  in,  is  but  the  credit 
of  the  public,  or  individuals,  on  which,  by  w’hat  is 
called  banking  privileges,  they  are  permuted  to  do 
business  and  make  profit;  and  so  far  from  creating 
credit  or  capital,  they  in  lact  add  not  a cent  ol  capi- 
tal or  credit  to  that  which  previously  existed. 

But  the  senator  next  tells  us  that  there  is  three 
hundred  millions  of  banking  capital  in  the  union, 
and  that  it  is  real  bona  fide  solid  capital,  as  much 
so  as  the  plantations  of  the  south.  This  is  certainly 
news  to  me.  I had  supposed  that  this  vast  amount 
was  little  more  than  a ficlitious  mass  of  credit  piled 
on  credit,  in  the  erection  of  which,  but  little  specie 
or  real  capital  was  used;  and  that,  when  a new 
bank  was  created,  the  wheelbarrow  w as  put  in  mo- 
tion to  roll  the  specie  from  the  old  to  the  new  in- 
stitution, till  it  got  fully  under  way,  when  it  was 
rolled  back  again.  But  it  seems  that  all  this  is  a 
mistake;  that  the  whole  capital  is  actually  paid  in 
cash,  and  is  as  solid  as  terra  firma  itself.  This  cer- 
tainly is  a bold  assertion,  in  the  face  of  facts  daily 
occurring.  There  have  been,  if  I mistake  not, 
four  or  five  recent  bank  explosions  in  the  senator’s 
own  town,  in  which  the  whole  vanished  into  thin 
air,  leaving  nothing  behind  but  ruin  and  desolation. 
What  has  become  of  that  portion  of  his  solid  capi- 
tal? Did  the  senator  ever  hear  of  a plantation  thus 
exploding  and  vanishing?  And  I would  be  glad  to 
know  how  large  a portion  of  his  three  hundred  mil- 
lions of  solid  capital  will  finally  escape  in  the  same 
way?  A few  years  may  enable  us  to  answer  this 
question. 

The  senator  next,  by  way  of  illustration,  under- 
took to  draw  a distinction  between  bank  credit  and 
government  credit,  or  public  stocks,  in  which  he 
was  not  very  successful.  It  would  be  no  difficult 
task  to  prove  that  they  both  rest  substantially  on 
debt,  and  that  the  government  stock  may  be,  and  is 
to  a great  extent,  actually  applied  in  the  same 
mode,  as  bank  credit  in  the  use  of  exchanges  and 
business.  It  in  fact  constitutes,  to  a great  extent, 
the  very  basis  of  banking  operation;  but,  after  hav- 
ing occupied  the  senate  so  long,  it  would  be  un- 
reasonable to  consume  their  time  on  what  was  in- 
troduced as  a mere  illustration. 

The  senator  next  undertook  to  prove  the  im- 
mense advantage  of  banking  institutions.  He  ask- 
ed what  would  be  done  with  the  surplus  capital  of 
the  country,  if  it  could  not  be  invested  in  bank 
stocks?  In  this  new  and  growing  country,  with 
millions  on  millions  of  lands,  of  the  best  quality, 
still  lying  unimproved;  with  vast  schemes  of  im- 
provements, constantly  requiring  capital;  with  the 
immense  demand  for  labor  for  every  branch  ot  busi- 
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ness,  the  last  question  I ever  expected  to  hear  ask- 
ed is  that  propounded  by  the  senator.  I had  sup- 
posed the  great  didiculty  was  to  tiad  capital,  and 
not  how  to  dispose  ot'  it;  and  that  this  dilliculy  had 
been  one  of  tne  mam  reasons  assigned  in  favor  of 
the  banking  system. 

The  next  benelit  he  attributes  to  the  system  was 
the  vast  amount  of  lands,  which  had  passed  out  of 
the  hands  ot  the  public  into  that  of  individuals  of 
late,  which  he  estimated,  during  the  last  three 
years,  at  thirty-six  millions  of  acres,  lormingasur- 
face  equal  in  extent  to  England,  and  which  he 
stated  would  rise  in  value  greatly,  in  consequence 
of  their  passing  into  private  hands.  That  this  im- 
mense transfer  has  been  effected  by  the  banks,  I 
admit;  but  that  it  is  to  be  considered  an  advantage 
to  the  country,  1 certainly  never  expected  to  hear 
uttered  any  where,  especially  on  this  floor,  and  by 
one  so  intelligent  as  the  senator.  I had  supposed  it 
was  infinitely  better  for  the  community  at  laige, 
and  particularly  for  those  not  in  affluent  circum- 
stances, that  the  lands  should  remain  in  possession 
of  the  government  than  of  speculators,  till  wanted 
for  settlement;  and  that  one  of  the  most  decided 
objections  to  our  banking  system  is,  that  it  be- 
comes tne  instrument  of  making  such  immense 
transfers,  whenever  the  currency  becomes  exces- 
sive. This  is  a point  not  without  interest,  and  1 
must  ask  the  senate  to  bear  with  me,  while  I pause 
for  a few  moments  to  explain  it. 

The  effect  of  an  expanding  currency  is  to  raise 
rices,  and  to  put  speculation  in  motion.  He  who 
nys,  in  a shoit  time  seems  to  realize  a fortune,  and 
every  one  is  on  the  look-out  to  make  successful  in- 
vestments, and  thus  prices  receive  a constant  up- 
ward impulse,  with  the  exception  of  the  public 
lands,  the  price  of  which  is  fixed  at  $1  25,  excrq.t- 
ing  such  as  are  sold  at  public  auction.  The  rise  of 
other  landed  property  soon  creates  a new  demand 
for  the  public  lands;  and  speculation  commences 
its  giant  operations  in  that  quarter.  Vast  purchases 
are  made,  and  the  revenue  of  the  government  in 
creases  in  proportion  to  the  increased  sales.  The 
payment  is  made  in  bank  notes,  and  these  pass  from 
the  land  offices  to  the  deposite  banks,  and  consti- 
tute a large  surplus  for  new  banking  facilities  and 
accommodations.  Applicants  from  all  quarters 
press  in  to  partake  of  the  rich  harvest,  and  the 
notes  repass  into  the  hands  of  speculators  to  be  re- 
invested in  the  purchase  of  public  lands.  They 
again  pass  through  the  hands  of  receivers,  and 
ttience  to  the  banks,  and  again  to  the  speculators, 
and  every  revolution  of  the  wheel  increases  the 
swelling  tide,  which  sweeps  away  millions  of  the 
choicest  acres  from  the  government  to  the  monopo- 
lizers for  bank  notes,  which  in  the  end  prove  as 
worthless  as  the  paper  on  which  they  are  written. 
Had  this  process  not  been  arrested,  by  the  deposite 
act  of  1336,  and  had  the  banks  avoided  an  explo- 
sion, in  a short  time  the  whole  of  the  public  do- 
main, the  precious  inheritance  of  the  people  of  this 
union  and  their  descendants,  would  have  passed 
through  the  same  process  with  the  thirty-six  mil- 
lions of  acres  which  the  senator  so  highly  com- 
mends. What  took  place  then  will  again  take 
place,  at  the  very  next  swell  of  the  paper  tide,  un- 
less, indeed,  this  bill  should  become  a law,  which 
would  prove  an  edectual  check  against  its  recurrence. 

The  senator  next  attributes  our  extraordinary 
advance  in  improvement  and  prosperity  to  the  bank- 
ing system.  He  puts  down  as  nothing  our  free  in- 
stitutions: the  security  in  which  the  people  enjoy 
their  rights,  the  vast  extent  of  our  country;  and 
the  fertility  of  its  soil,  and  the  energy,  industry, 
and  enterprise  of  the  stock  from  which  we  are  de- 
scended. All  these,  it  seems,  are  as  dust.  The 
banks  art  every  thing,  and  without  them  we  would 
have  been  little  advanced  in  improvement  or  pros- 
perity. It  is  much  more  easy  to  assign  our  pros- 
perity to  the  bankingsystem  than  to  prove  it.  That 
in  its  early  stages  it  contributed  to  give  an  impulse 
to  industry  and  iir.  provement  I do  not  deny;  but 
that,  in  its  present  excess,  it  impedes  ralher  than 
promotes  either,  I hold  to  be  certain.  That  we  are 
not  indebted  to  it  for  our  extraordinary  advance  and 
improvements,  wholly  or  mainly,  there  is  an  argu- 
ment, which  I regard  as  decisive.  Before  the  re- 
volution, we  had  no  banks,  and  yet  our  improve- 
ment and  prosperity,  all  tilings  considered,  were  as 
great  anterior  to  it,  a3  since,  whether  we  regard  the 
increase  of  population  or  wealth.  At  that  time 
not  a bank  note  was  to  be  s^en,  and  the  whole  cir- 
culation consisted  either  of  gold  and  silver,  or  the 
colonial  paper  money,  which  all  now,  and  espe- 
cially the  senator,  considers  so  worthless.  Had  the 
senator  lived  during  that  period,  he  might  with 
equal  plausibility,  have  attributed  all  the  improve- 
ment and  prosperity  of  the  country  to  the  old  colo- 
nial paper  money,  as  he  now  does  ro  the  banks; 
and  have  denounced  anv  attempt  to  change  or  im- 
prove it,  as  an  overthrow  of  the  credit  system,  as 


warmly  as  he  now  does  the  separation  of  the  go- 
vernment from  the  banks.  I tell  the  senator  that 
the  time  is  coming,  when  his  present  defence  of  the 
banking  system,  as  it  is  now  organized,  will  be 
considered  as  extraordinary  as  we  now  would  re- 
gard a defence  of  the  old  and  exploded  system  ol 
colonial  paper  money.  He  seems  not  to  see  that 
the  system  has  reached  a point,  where  great  chang- 
es are  unavoidable;  and  without  which,  the  whole 
will  explode.  The  state  of  its  manhood  and  vigor 
has  pass  d,  and  it  is  now  far  advanced  in  that  ol 
decrepitude.  The  whole  system  must  be  reformed, 
or  it  must  perish  in  the  natural  course  of  events. — 
The  first  step  toward  its  renovation  is  the  measure 
he  denounces  in  such  unmeasured  terin3 — the  sepa- 
ration from  the  government;  andlhe  next  a separa 
tion  between  discount  and  circulation.  The  two 
are  incompatible;  and  so  long  as  they  are  united, 
those  frequent  vicissitudes  of  contractions  and  ex- 
pansions, to  which  bank  circulation  is  so  subject, 
and  which  is  rapidly  bringing  it  into  discredit,  must 
continue  to  increase  in  frequency  and  intensity,  till 
it  shall  become  as  completely  discredited  as  con- 
tinental money. 

The  senator  seems  not  to  be  entirely  unaware  of 
the  danger  to  which  the  system  is  exposed  from  its 
frequent  vibrations  and  catastrophes.  He  tells  us, 
by  vvay  of  apology,  that  had  it  not  been  for  the 
specie  circular  the  present  catastrophe  would  not 
have  occurred.  That  it  hastened  it,  I do  not  in  the 
least  doubt;  but  that  we  should  have  escaped  with- 
out it,  I wholly  deny.  The  causes  of  the  explo- 
sion lay  deep — far  beneath  the  circular,  and  nothing 
but  the  most  efficient  measures,  during  the  session 
immediately  after  the  removal  of  the  deposites, 
could  have  prevented  it.  That  was  the  crisis,  which 
having  passed  w ithout  doing  any  thing,  what  has 
since  followed  was  inevitable.  But  admitting  what 
he  says  to  be  true,  what  a picture  of  the  system 
does  it  exhibit?  How  frail,  how  unstable  must  it 
be,  when  a single  act  of  the  executive  could  bring 
it  to  the  ground,  and  spread  ruin  over  the  country? 
And  shall  we  again  renew  our  connexion  with  such 
a system,  so  liable  from  the  slightest  cause  to  such 
disasters?  Does  it  not  conclusively  show  that  there 
is  some  deep  and  inherent  defect  in  its  very  con- 
stitution, whicn  renders  it  too  unsafe  to  confide  in 
without  some  radical  and  thorough  reform? 

The  senator  himself  seems  conscious  of  this.  He 
enterpd  into  the  question  of  its  expansions  and  con- 
tractions, and  suggested  several  remedies  to  correct 
an  evil,  which  none  can  deny,  and  which  all  must 
see,  if  not  corrected,  must  end  in  the  final  over- 
throw of  the  system.  He  told  us  that  the  remedy 
was  to  be  found  in  the  proportion  between  bullion 
and  circulation,  and  that  the  proper  rule  to  enforce 
the  due  proportion  between  the  two,  was,  when  ex- 
change was  against  us,  for  the  banks  to  curtail.  J 
admit  that  ihe  disease  originates  in  the  undue  pro 
portion,  not  between  bullion  and  circulation,  but 
between  it  and  the  liabilities  of  the  banks,  includ- 
ing deposites  as  well  as  circulation,  (the  former  is 
even  more  important  than  the  latter,)  and  that  the 
remedy  must  consist  in  enforcing  that  proportion. 
But  two  questions  here  present  themselves:  wdiat 
is  that  due  proportion?  and  how  is  it,  under  our 
system  of  banking  to  be  enforced?  There  is  one 
proportion  which  we  know  to  be  safe,  and  that  is, 
when  for  every  dollar  of  liability  there  is  one  dollar 
in  bullion  or  speci  ; but  this  would  bring  us  back 
again  to  the  oid,  honest,  and  substantial  bank  of 
Amsterdam,  so  much  abused  by  all  the  advocates  of 
banks  of  discount.  If  that  proportion  be  transcend- 
ed— if  we  admit  two,  or  three,  to  one,  to  be  the  due 
proportion,  or  any  other  that  would  make  banking 
more  profitable  and  eligible  than  the  mere  loaning 
of  money  or  other  pursuits  of  society,  the  evil  un- 
der which  we  now  sutler  would  continue.  Too 
much  capital  would  continue  to  flow  into  banking, 
to  be  again  followed  by  the  excess  of  the  system, 
with  all  its  train  of  disasters.  But  admit  that  such 
would  not  be  the  tact,  how  are  we  to  compel  the 
twenty-six  states  of  this  union  to  enforce  the  due 
proportion,  all  of  which  exercise  the  right  of  estab- 
lishing banks  at  pleasure,  and  on  such  principles 
as  they  may  choose  to  adopt?  It  can  only  be  done 
by  an  amendment  of  the  constitution;  and  is  there 
any  one  so  wild  and  visionary  as  to  believe  that 
there  is  the  least  prospect  of  such  an  amendment? 
Let  gentlemen,  who  acknowledge  the  defect,  before 
they  insiston  are-union  with  asystem  acknowledged 
to  be  exposed,  as  it  now  stands,  to  such  frequent 
and  dangerous  vicissitudes,  first  apply  a remedy 
and  remove  the  defect,  and  then  ask  for  our  co- 
operation. 

But  the  senator  tells  us  that  the  means  of  enforc- 
ing the  due  proportion  is  to  be  found  in  the  regula- 
tion of  the  exchanges,  and  for  this  purpose  the  only 
rule  necessary  to  be  observed  is  to  curtail  when 
exchanges  are  against  us,  and,  as  a counterpart,  I 
suppose,  to  enlarge  when  in  our  favor.  How  much 


dependence  is  to  be  put  on  tins  rule,  u.  nave  a 
stiong  illustration  in  the  late  catastrophe,  under 
which  the  country  is  now  su tiering.  'I  he  exchang- 
es remained  in  our  favor  till  the  very  last;  and  be- 
fore the  rule,  on  which  the  senator  so  confidently 
relies,  could  he  applied,  the  shock  was  felt  and  Ihe 
banks  ingulfed;  and  this  will  ever  be  the  case, 
when  preceded  by  a general  expansion  in  the  com- 
mercial world,  such  as  preceded  the  late. 

The  cause  of  that  commenced  on  the  other  side 
of  the  Atlantic,  and  originated  mainly  in  the  pro- 
visions on  which  the  recharter  of  the  Bank  of 
England  was  renewed;  which  greatly  favored  ex- 
tension of  banking  operations  in  a country  which 
may  be  considered  as  tne  centre  of  the  commercial 
system  of  the  world.  The  effect  of  these  provi- 
sions was  a depreciation  of  the  value  of  gold  and 
silver  there,  and  I heir  consequent  expulsion  to  other 
countries,  and  especially  to  ours,  which  turned  the 
exchange  wdth  England  in  our  favor;  and  which,  in 
combination  with  other  causes,  tne  removal  of  the 
deposites  and  the  expiration  of  the  charter  of  the 
late  Bank  of  the  LTnited  States,  was  followed  by  a 
great  corresponding  expansion  of  our  banking  sys- 
tem. The  result  of  this  state  of  things  was,  a great 
increase  of  the  liabilities  of  the  banks,  compared 
with  their  specie  in  both  countries,  which  laid  the 
train  for  the  explosion.  The  Bank  of  England 
first  took  the  alarm,  and  began  to  prepare  to  meet 
the  threatened  calamity.  It  was  unavoidable,  and 
the  only  question  was,  where  it  should  tall.  The 
weakness  of  our  system,  and  the  comparative 
strength  of  theirs,  turned  the  shock  on  ours,  but  of 
the  approach  of  w hich,  the  exchanges  gave,  as  I 
have  stated,  no  indications  almost  to  the  last  mo- 
ment. And  even  then,  so  artificial  are  exchanges, 
and  so  liable  to  be  influenced  by  other  causes,  be- 
sides the  excess  of  currency  on  one  side,  and  the 
deficit  on  the  other,  after  it  began  to  show  unfavora- 
ble indications,  we  all  remember  that  a single  indi- 
vidual, at  the  head  of  a state  instilution,  I mean 
Mr.  Biddle,  by  appearing  in  New  York,  and  bring- 
ing into  market  bonds  on  England,  drawn  on  time, 
turned  the  current  and  restored  the  exchange.  All 
this  conclusively  proves,  that  when  there  is  a gene- 
ral expansion,  (the  most  dangerous  of  all,)  ex- 
changes give  no  indication  ol  the  approach  of  dan- 
ger, and,  of  course,  their  regulation,  on  which  the 
senator  relies,  aflords  no  protection  againsl  it. 

I might  go  further,  and  show  that  at  no  time  is  it 
to  be  relied  on  as  the  index  of  the  relative  expan- 
sion or  contraction  in  different  countries,  and  that 
it  is  liable  to  be  influenced  by  many  circumstances 
besides  those  to  which  I have  alluded,  some  of  which 
are  fleeting,  and  others  more  permanent.  It  pre- 
supposes the  pel  feet  fluidity  of  currency,  and  that 
it  is  not  liable  to  be  obstructed  or  impeded  by  natu- 
ral or  artificial  causes  in  its  ebbs  and  flows,  which 
is  far  from  being  true,  as  I have  already  showm  in 
the  instance  of  Mr.  Biddle’s  operation  preceding 
the  late  shock.  In  fact,  it  may  be  laid  down  as  a 
rule,  that  where  the  currency  consists  of  converti- 
ble paper,  resting  on  a gold  and  silver  basis,  the 
small  portion  of  specie  which  may  be  required  to 
uphold  the  whole  has  its  fluidity  obstructed  by  so 
many  and  such  powerful  causes,  as  to  a (lord  no  cer- 
tain criterion  of  the  relative  expansion  of  the  cur- 
rency between  it  and  other  countries,  and,  of 
course,  allord  no  certain  rule  of  regulating  bank- 
ing operations.  The  subject  is  one  that  would  re- 
quire more  time  to  discuss  than  I can  bestow  on 
the  present  occasion;  but  of  its  truth  we  have  a 
strong  illustration  in  the  state  of  things  preceding 
the  late  shock,  when,  as  I have  stated,  the  exchang- 
es remained  favorable  to  the  banks,  while  the  vast 
amount  of  our  imports,  and  the  unusual  character 
of  many  of  the  articles  imported,  cl  arly  indicated 
that  out  currency  was  relatively  greatly  expanded, 
compared  with  those  countries  with  which  we  have 
commercial  relations. 

To  correct  the  defects  of  the  system,  the  senator 
must  go  much  deeper.  The  evil  lies  in  its  strong 
tendency  to  increase;  and  that  again,  in  the  extra- 
ordinary and  vast  advantages  which  are  conferred 
on  it,  beyond  all  other  pursuits  of  Ihe  community, 
which,  il  not  diminished,  must  terminate  in  its  ut- 
ter destruction,  or  an  entire  revolution  in  oursocial 
and  political  system.  It  is  not  possible  that  the 
great  body  of  tbe  community  will  patiently  bear 
that  the  currency,  which  ought  to  be  the  most  sta- 
ble of  all  things,  should  be  the  most  fluctuating  and 
uncertain;  and  that,  too,  in  defiance’* of  positive 
provisions  in  the  constitution,  which  all  acknow- 
ledge were  intended  to  give  it  the  greatest  possible 
stability. 

TWENTY-FIFTH  CONGRESS. 

SECOND  SESSION SENATE. 

[The  report  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Rugglcs  was  made 
by  Mr.  While,  and  not  by  Mr.  Grundy,  as  stated  in 
the  last  “Recistkb.”] 
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April  13.  The  Vice  President  presented  a com- 
munication from  the  post  office  department,  on  the 
subject  of  contracts,  and  allowances  made  to  con- 
tractors. Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Petitions,  8tc.  were  pesented  by  the  following  gen- 
tlemen: 

By  Mr.  McKean:  Eight  memorials  signed  by  867 
citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  that  the  alleged 
treaty  of  New  Echota,  made  with  the  Cherokee  na- 
tion, of  Indians,  may  not  be  enforced  contrary  to  the 
consent  of  that  tribe.  Laid  on  the  table,  and  order- 
ed to  be  printed.  By  Mr.  Buchanan:  Memorials  of 
the  same  import,  from  1,100  or  1,200  citizens  of 
Pennsylvania.  Laid  on  the  table.  Also,  from  citi- 
zens of  Lancaster  county,  against  duelling.  Laid  on 
the  table.  By  Mr.  Mouton  and  Mr.  Roane:  From 
individuals  Referred.  By  Mr.  Crittenden:  From 
the  heirs  of  Richard  K.  Meade.  Referred.  The 
senate  took  up  the  resolution  offered  yesterday  by 
Mr.  Norvell,  in  relation  to  the  absence  of  senators. 

The  resolution  was  modified  by  Mr.  Norvell  so  as 
to  make  sickness  the  only  valid  excus_e  tor  absence. 

Mr.  King  objected  to  the  resolution,  that  the  ex- 
isting law  rendered  it  nugatory.  Mr  White  object- 
ed to  it,  that  by  implication  it  took  it  for  granted  that 
a senator  might  at  any  time  be  absent  if  he  chose, 
during  that  time,  to  surrender  his  pay';  an  implica- 
tion which  Mr.  W.  thought  should  by  no  means  be 
admitted.  There  were  duties  resting  upon  them 
which  were  paramount  to  all  considerations  of  com- 
pensation. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  objected  to  it,  that  it  also 
took  it  for  granted  that  all  the  duties  of  the  senators 
for  the  public  interest  were  to  be  performed  in  the 
senate  chamber,  while  Mr.  C.  for  one,  performed 
much  the  greater  part  of  his  labor  for  the  public  in- 
terests in  his  own  room,  where  he  was  in  the  prac- 
tice of  laboring  day  and  night  on  public  subjects; 
and  he  was  unwilling,  therefore,  to  give  any  cause 
for  the  impression  that  all  the  public  business  ol  sena- 
tors was  done,  or  to  be  done,  in  the  senate  chamber. 

The  resolution  was  withdrawn,  Mr.  Norvell  re- 
marking that  his  whole  object  was  to  secure  a quo- 
rum ot  the  senate  during  the  hours  of  their  sitting. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Niles,  the  committee  on  the  ju- 
diciary were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedien- 
cy of  defining  and  limiting  the  term  of  all  the  bureau 
officers  connected  with  the  departments,  and  of  all 
appointments  made  by  the  heads  of  departments. 

On  motion  ot  Mr.  Ruggles,  the  committee  on  com- 
merce were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedien- 
cy of  establishing  a system  of  telegraphs  for  the 
United  States,  and  report  thereon. 

The  bills  for  the  relief  of  Tiros.  Cooper,  of  Philip 
Marshall,  and  others,  of  Christoper  Clark,  and  of 
Elias  Johns,  were  severally  read  a third  time,  and 
passed. 

Pile  senate  took  up  the  bill,  on  its  third  reading, 
to  reduce  and  graduate  the  price  of  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said,  that  as  the  bill  was  now  on  its 
passage,  he  was  desirous  of  stating  in  a few  words 
the  reasons  wdiicli  had  governed  him. 

The  bill  was  certainly  liable  to  but  little  objection 
as  to  the  details;  but  he  could  not  give  it  his  support. 
He  tett  satisfied  that  we  had  arrived  at  that  period 
when  one  of  two  courses  of  policy  ought  to  be  pur- 
sued in  relation  to  the  public  lands:  either  to  adhere 
rigidly  to  the  laws,  as  they  now  stand,  without  mak- 
ing any  material  change,  or  to  make  a cession  of 
them  to  the  new  states  within  whose  limits  they  are 
respectively  situate  , on  terms  mutually  satisfactory. 
It  cannot  be  disguised- that  the  extent  ol'  interest  in- 
volved in  the  public  domain  is  too  great,  and  the  par- 
ties interested  too  powerful  and  lulluential,  to  per- 
mit riie  laws  which  regulate  and  dispose  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  to  be  the  subject  ol  frequent  changes. — 
Numerous  and  popular  as  these  stales  have  now  be- 
come, (at  which  lie  rejoiced,)  it  was  impossible  to 
prevent  tins  mighty  question  from  being  thrown  into 
the  party  struggles  of  the  day,  and  from  having  a 
most  pernicious  effect  on  our  publics,  so  long  as  they 
are  under  our  control,  unless  we  should  abstain  alto- 
gether from  touching  them,  winch  he  feared  was  im- 
possible. 

It  was  well  known  that  under  this  impression  he 
was  in  favor  ot  ceding  them  to  the  states,  as  the  only 
practicable  remedy  against  the  evil  he  apprehended, 
and  that  under  it  he  had  introduced  a bill  to  cede 
them.  He  hoped  that  the  committee  on  the  public 
lauds  would  ca  I up  the  bill  at  an  early  day.  He 
Was  prepared  to  give  it  his  best  aid,  and  he  did  hope 
it  would  receive  the  sanction  of  the  senate.  In  the 
mean  time,  he  should  feel  it  to  be  his  duty  to  vote 
against  all  measures  which  provided  lor  any  material 
-change  in  the  land  laws  as  they  now  stood. 

Mr.  Buchanan  also,  at  considerable  length,  assign- 
ed the  reasons  why  he  fell  constrained  to  vote  against 
the  bill. 

The  bill  was  passed  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS — M -ssrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Clay,  of  Ala- 
bama, Outhberi,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  King, 


Linn,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Niles, 
Norvell,  Pierce,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Conn. 
Smith,  of  Indiana,  Strange,  Tipton,  Trotter,  Walker, 
White,  Wright,  Young — 27. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of 
Kentucky,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  McKean, 
Merrick,  Prentiss,  Rives,  Roane,  Robbins,  Ruggles, 
Swift,  Wall,  Williams — 16. 

The  bills  for  the  relief  of  Windsor  Sears,  and  others, 
of  Thomas  Sumpter,  of  James  Campbell,  of  Ann 
W.  Johnson,  of  James  McMaher,  of  Pierre  Ber- 
nard, and  others,  of  Patrick  MeGibbony,  of  Charles 
M.  Keller,  and Stone,  of  Moses  Merrll,  to  re- 

fund to  the  Georgia  railroad  and  banking  company 
certain  duties  paid  on  milroad  iron,  to  refund  sucii 
d .ties  paid  by  the  flarlarm  railroad  company;  to  es- 
tablish a pension  agency  at  Montpelier,  Vermont; 
to,  the  relief  ol  Thomas  Tyner,  and  others;  of  the 
heirs  of  Francis  L.  B.  Goodwin,  of  Michael  Am- 
brisler,  of  the  heirs  of  William  Coggeswell,  of  Free- 
man Brady,  of  Captani  John  Talford,  of  Hugh  Mc- 
Donald, and  of  D.  W.  Healey,  were  severally  con- 
sidered, and  ordered  to  a third  reading. 

Alter  an  executive  session,  the  senate  adjourned 
till  Monday. 

April  16.  The  Vice  President  presented,  from 
the  treasury  department,  in  pursuance  of  a senate 
resolution,  otfered  by  Mr.  Walker, a report  of  the  com- 
missioner of  the  general  land  office,  with  statements, 
showing  what  portion  ot  the  public  lands  in  the  seve- 
ral land  dist.icts  of  the  United  States  have  been 
subject  to  sale  at  private  entry  for  twenty-live  years 
and  upwards.  Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

The  following  petitions,  &c.  were  presented: 

By  Mr.  McKean:  From  citizens  of  Pennsylvania, 
against  the  enforcement  of  the  lale  alleged  treaty 
with  the  Cherokees  contrary'  to  their  wishes.  Laid 
on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

By  Mr.  Norvell:  Resolutions  relating  to  certain 
harbors  and  light-houses.  Referred. 

By  Mr.  Swift:  The  petition  of  182  women  of 
New  Britain,  Connecticut,  remonstrating  against 
the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  States.  Laid 
on  the  table. 

Also,  tlie  petition  of  the  same  persons,  praying 
congress  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia. Motion  to  receive  laid  on  ihe  table. 

By  Mr.  Bayad:  F.oin  -139  citizens  of  New  Castle 
county,  Delaware,  and  from  168  vessel  owners  and 
captains,  against  Hie  division  ol  Delaware  into  two 
collection  districts.  Ordered  to  be  printed,  and  laid 
on  the  table  to  await  the  action  on  the  bill  on  that 
subject  now  in  progress: 

By  Mr.  Fulton:  A resolution  of  instructions  from 
the  legislature  of  Arkansas,  in  favor  of  the  passage 
of  a law  authorizing  a certain  township  in  Arkansas 
to  sell  the  16th  section  ol  land  lor  the  use  of  schools. 
Referred. 

Several  other  petitions  were  presented,  and  reso- 
lutions onered,  alter  which 

M r.  King  onered  a joint  resolution,  which  lies  on 
the  table  for  consideration,  that  congress  adjourn  on 
the  first  Monday  in  June. 

A message  was  received  from  the  president  of  the 
United  Siates,  through  Mr.  A.  Van  Buren,  his  pri- 
vate secretary. 

The  bills  for  the  relief  of  James  McMaher,  of 
Curtis  Grubb,  of  Alexander  C.  Morgan,  of  Jonathan 
Ell. ott,  of  John  Wilson,  ol  Thomas  Tyner  and  Olli- 
ers, of  James  L.  Kenner,  of  H.  W.  Russell,  of 
Freeman  Brady,  of  James  Callan,  of  Hugh  Mc- 
Donald, of  D.  W.  Healey,  ol  Aim  W.  Johnson,  of 
VYmthrop  Sears,  of  Thomas  Sumpter,  of  the  legal 
representatives  of  Patrick  McGibbony,  of  Charles 
M.  Keller  and  Henry  Slone,  to  refund  certain  duties 
on  railroad  iron  to  the  Georgia  railroad  and  banking 
company,  lo  refund  certain  duties  on  railroad  iron  lo 
the  New  York  and  Hjrltem  railroad  company,  for  the 
relict  of  the  legal  representatives  of  capt.  Robert 
White,  of  the  heirs  ol  Francis  L.  B.  Goodwin,  of 
Michael  Ambrister,  ol  the  heirs  of  William  Coggs- 
well,  and  of  the  heirs  of  captain  John  Talford,  were 
severally  read  a third  time,  and  passed. 

Tile  bdl  for  the  relief  of  E.  W.  and  IT.  Smith  was 
considered,  and  ordere-t  to  be  engrossed  for  a third 
reading. 

The  senate  concurred  in  the  amendment  of  the 
house  to  the  senate  bill  lor  quieting  claims,  &c.  in 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  to  pre- 
vent the  issuing  and  circulation  of  the  notes  of  the 
late  United  States  Bank. 

Mr.  Grundy  argued  at  much  length,  that  the  late 
letter  of  Mr.  Biddle  contained  a virtual  declaration 
of  war  against  the  administration,  [in  the  part  rela- 
ting to  gelling  “behind  cotton  bales,”  &c.]  and  that 
the  measure  proposed  by  the  bill  was  constitutional, 
just,  and  expedient.  He  replied  also  particularly  to 
the  various  portions  ol  Mr.  Biddle’s  letter,  which  he 


characteiized  as  one  of  the  most  extraordinary  pro- 
ductions of  the  time.  When  he  had  concluded. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hubbard,  the  senate  held  an 
executive  session,  and  then  adjourned. 

April  17.  Among  the  petitions,  &e.  presented, 
were  the  following: 

By  Mr.  White:  Resolutions  of  the  legislature  of 
Tennessee,  in  favor  of  annexing  Texas  to  the 
Union.  Read,  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Also,  in  favor  of  paying  the  troops  in  Tennessee, 
who  were  organized  but  not  received  into  the  ser- 
vice of  United  Slates.  Read,  referred,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed, 

Mr.  Fulton,  from  the  joint  committee  on  the  pub- 
lic buildings,  made  a report,  identical  with  the  re- 
port made  in  the  other  house,  on  the  subject  of  the 
new  treasury  building  and  the  building  lor  the  gen- 
eral post  office,  accompanied  by  a bill  providing  tor 
the  removal  of  the  walis  oi  the  new  treasury  build- 
ing and  lor  the  erection  of  a fire-proof  building  for 
the  post  office  department.  Read,  and  ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 

The  claims  of  David  Allen,  John  Laub,  and  seve- 
ral others,  (unheard,)  were  rejected. 

Tlie  bill  to  exend  the  charter  of  the  Union  Bank 
of  Georgetown,  was  read  twice,  and  referred. 

The  bdl  lor  the  relief  of  E.  W.  and  H.  Smith,  was 
read  a third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  Samuel  Gibson,  providing 
for  indemnity'  for  properly  destroyed  by  Indian  de- 
predations, was  debated  at  considerable  length  by 
Messrs.  White,  Young,  Linn,  King,  and  Davis, 
chiefly  on  the  objection  that  the  government  was  not 
in  the  practice  of  making  indemnity  lor  robbery  or 
piracy  ; and  on  the  ground  in  favor  of  the  bill,  that 
government  had  nol  taken  the  proper  measures  to 
punish  and  prevent  such  depredations.  In  the  end, 
the  bill  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Bemis  was  also 
indefinitely  postponed. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to 
prohibit  the  issuing  and  circulation  of  the  notes  of 
the  late  bank  of  tl  e United  States,  under  a penalty 
of  not  more  than  ten  years’  confinement  to  hard 
labor,  and  a fine  not  exceeding  $ 10,600,  one  or  both, 
at  the  discretion  of  tlie  court,  and  giving  the  United 
States  courts  jurisdiction  to  issue  injunctions. 

Mr.  Grundy  said  as  no  one  appeared  prepared  to 
speak  on  the  subject,  it  might  be  well  lo  delay  the 
action  on  the  bill  for  a day  or  two. 

Mr.  Clay  of  Kentucky,  said  it  was  qirte  possible 
that  no  one  was  desirous  to  speak,  but  they  might, 
not  withstanding,  be  ready  to  vote  upon  it. 

Mr.  King,  said  the  bill  was  one  of  much  impor- 
tance, and  he  therefore  thought  it  had  better  he  over 
till  to-morroiv. 

Mr.  Clay  said,  certainly,  if  the  friends  of  Ihe  bill 
desired  it;  but  Mr.  C.  was  very  desirous  to  have  the 
vote  taken,  to  see  if  a majority  of  the  senate  were 
ready  lo  assert  the  power  claimed  by  the  bil : . 

Mr.  Linn  said  if  the  gentleman  from  Ah.bama  de- 
sired to  speak  on  the  subject,  lie  would  be  very  glad 
to  hear  him;  otherwise  lie  thought  it  as  well  to  take 
the  vote  at  once. 

Mr.  King  had  now  no  intention  of  speaking,  and 
if  li. e senate  thought  best  lo  take  the  v ote  now,  lie 
must  vote  against  the  bill. 

mr.  Strange  said  he  agieed  with  the  chairman  cf 
the  committee  on  the  judiciary  (Mr.  Grundy)  that 
lire  conduct  complained  of  was  a very  great  abuse; 
and  he  doubted  the  power  of  congress  to  pass  the 
bill,  and  he  should  therefore  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  said  he  had  not  exam- 
ined the  bill  so  as  to  he  ready  to  vote  upon  it,  and  as 
gentlemen  in  whom  he  had  confidence  expressed  a 
lionbt  respecting  it,  he  wished  it  postponed  until  to- 
mori  uw. 

Mr.  Wall  said  the  bill  had  bec-n  on  the  table  more 
than  a month;  but  if  any  gentleman  had  not  exam- 
ined it,  iie  had  no  objection  to  postpone  it  a day, 
though  in  saying  this  he  did  not  mean  to  inti  mate  the 
least  doubt  of  the  constitutional  objections,  he  would 
like  to  hear  them  expressed. 

Mr.  Niles  was  also  in  lavor  of  delay;  and 

The  bill  was  accordingly  postponed  fill  to-mor- 
row. 

The  following  bills  were  severally  considered,  and 
severally  ordered  to  a third  reading,  viz: 

The  bill  Jo  authorize  the  appointment  of  four  ad- 
ditional  clerks  in  the  office  of  commissioner  on  In- 
dian affairs;  for  the  benefit  of  the  levy  court  of  Cal- 
vert county,  Maryland;  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of 
John  Campbell;  lor  the  relief  of  Thomas  Cushing; 
for  Ihe  relief  of  Thomas  L.  Winthrop  and  others,  of 
the  Mississippi  land  company,  [advocated  by  Mr. 
Davis,  and  Mr.  Buchanan,  opposed  by  Mr.  Benton, 
amended  on  motion  ol  Mr.  Davis,  so  as  lo  render 
sufficient  any  proof  satisfactory  to  the  department 
that  certain  certificates  were  lost,  and  to  require  said 
company  to  secure  the  United  States  against  loss  by 
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said  certificates,  and  carried  by  yeas  [23,  nays  14;] 
for  the  relief  of  David  Gilmore-  to  authorize  pay- 
ment to  the  Missouri  volunteers  for  horses  lost  in 
the  voyage  to  Tampa  Bay;  and  the  bill  granting- 
patents  to  A.  M.  Perkins  and  J II.  Kyan. 

Various  bills  from  the  house  were  severally  read 
twice  and  referred. 

The  bill  fixing  the  salaries  of  several  district  judg- 
es of  the  United  States  was  discussed  at  length  by 
Messrs.  Smith  of  Indiana,  Suii/t,  While,  Wall,  Pren- 
tiss, Roane,  and  Rives. 

It  was  amended  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  by  rais- 
ing the  salary  of  the  judge  in  Indiana  from  $1,000 
to  $1,500;  and  pending  a motion  of  Mr.  Swift  to 
make  the  same  increase  in  the  salary  of  the  judge  in 
Vermont, 

The  senate  went  into  executive  session,  and  then, 
on  motion  of  Mr  Norvell,  adjourned. 

April  IS.  After  the  presentation  of  petitions, 
&c.  the  senate  took  up  the  resolution  ottered  by 
Mr.  King,  for  closing  the  present  session  of  con- 
gress on  the  first  Monday  in  June. 

Mr.  King  expressed  the  hope  that  the  resolution 
would  be  adopted  by  the  senate  and  go  to  the  other 
house,  who  might  fix  on  another  dajr,  if  they 
thought  the  one  in  the  resolution  too  early.  lie 
thought  the  agitation  of  the  question  would  of  it- 
self have  a favorable  eli'ect  on  the  progress  of  busi- 
ness in  congress. 

Mr.  Grandy  wished  the  resolution  might  lie  on 
the  table  a day  or  two,  that  the  seriate  might  be  bet- 
ter able  to  estimate  the  amount  of  business  before 
them. 

Mr.  Calhoun  hoped  the  resolution  would  now  be 
adopted.  He  thought  the  time  sufficient  for  the 
senate  to  get  through  their  business. 

Mr.  Preston  also  spoke  in  favor  of  its  adoption, 
and  argued  that  the  extra  session  had  diminished 
the  amount  of  business  that  must  otherwise  have 
been  done  at  this  session. 

Mr.  Norvell  hoped  the  resolution  would  not  pass. 
Congress  had  neither  determined  on  the  great  fi- 
nancial and  pecuniary  question  wdiich  had  been 
under  discussion,  nor  had  they  provided  the  ways 
and  means  for  the  service  of  the  country;  and  if 
this  resolution  should  be  sent  as  it  was  to  the  other 
house,  and  they  should  adopt  it,  these  great  ques- 
tions would  probably  not  be  decided. 

Mr.  King  said  he  should  no*  press  the  resolution, 
but,  as  it  was,  it  Would  slill  leave  seven  weeks  of 
the  session  yet  to  come.  At  the  short  sessions,  lit- 
tle was  usually  done  till  after  Christmas,  leaving- 
only  nine  weeks  for  active  business,  and  yet  expe- 
rience showed  that  business  was  about  as  much  and 
as  well  done  as  in  the  long  sessions;  and  it  seemed, 
therefore,  as  if  seven  weeks,  which  was  nearly  as 
much  as  was  employed  at  the  short  sessions,  would 
now  be  time  ample  enough.  If  congress  should 
not  act  at  all  on  this  subject,  he  feared  much  time 
would  be  consumed  in  idle  debate. 

Mr.  Norvell  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the 
table;  which  motion  was  negatived  by  yeas  and 
nays,  ordered  on  the  call  of  Mr.  Davis,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Grundy,  Nor- 
vell, Pierce,  Roane,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Strange, 
Wall,  White,  Wright — 12. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Buchanan,  Calhoun, 
Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Davis,  Fulton,  Hub- 
hard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  McKean,  Merrick, 
Monton,  Nicholas,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Robbins, 
Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard, 
Swift,  Tipton,  Trotter,  Williams,  Young — 26. 

The  resolution  was  then  ordered  to  a third  read- 
ing. 

The  bills  published  in  the  report  of  yesterday  as 
ordered  to  a third  reading,  were  to-day  read  a third 
time  and  passed. 

The  senate  took  up  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  se- 
curity and  protection  of  the  emigrant  and  other  In- 
dians west  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas. 

Mr,  Tipton  explained,  and  advocated  the  bill  at 
length,  entering  especially  into  historical  and  sta- 
tistical facts  relating  to  the  subject.  He  conclud- 
ed by  moving  that  the  bill  be  postponed  to  Tuesday- 
next. 

Mr.  While,  in  behalf  of  the  committee,  invited 
the  special  attention  of  all  the  senators  to  this  sub- 
ject. They  were  desirous  of  obtaining  every  as- 
sistance to  render  the  hill  as  perfect  as  possible. 

Mr.  Lumpkin  expressed  his  entire  concurrence 
in  what  the  two  gentlemen  from  the  committte  had 
said  on  this  subject.  He  concurred  also  in  the  wish 
that  gentlemen  of  the  senate  would  turn  their  at- 
tention, one  and  all,  to  the  subject.  It  was  one  of 
great  importance,  and  Mr.  L.  believed  the  outlines 
of  this  bill  would  meet  the  views  of  every  consider- 
ate gentleman  in  this  part  of  the  country;  and  Mr. 
L.  entertained  the  hope  that  if  every  gentleman 
would  turn  his  attention  to  this  subject,  and  if  the 
proper  measures  could  be  adopted,  these  Indians 
might  not  only  be  saved  from  ruin,  but  Mr.  L. 


looked  for  the  day  when  they  wuuld  become  a part 
and  portion  of  our  happy  union. 

The  bill  was  then  postponed,  and  made  the  spe- 
cial order  for  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  rose,  and  said  that  a bill 
which  might  be  called  tin:  penetentiary  bill  had 
been  made  the  order  for  to-day,  with  1 lie  under- 
standing that  it  would  now  be  considered.  Mr.  C. 
had  no  wish  to  press  its  consideration,  if  the  friends 
of  the  bill  were  not  ready  to  act  upon  it;  but  it  had 
been  laid  on  the  table  with  the  understanding  that 
it  would  be  now  taken  up. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  the  gentleman  need  not  fear 
that  lie  would  not  have  an  opportunity  to  vote  on 
the  bill.  There  was  no  disposition  in  its  friends  to 
suppress  it.  But  Mr.  B.  would  like  to  hear  the 
senator  justify  the  issue  of  the  old  notes  of  the  U. 
S.  Bank  after  the  expiration  of  its  charter. 

Mr.  Clay  said  he  was  afraid  (he  senator  would 
not  be  gratified  in  the  fulfilment  of  any  such  ex- 
pectation. Mr.  C.  would  undertake  no  such  justi- 
fication; but  he  wished  to  see  if  gentlemen  were 
ready  to  vote  that  government  had  any  such  power 
as  that  claimed  by  the  bill. 

The  subject  was  here  dropped,  no  motion  being 
made  to  take  the  bill  up,  and  no  announcement  of 
the  bill  from  the  chair. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  to  es- 
tablish a board  of  commissioners  to  hear  and  ex- 
amine claims  against  the  United  States. 

The  subject  of  this  bill  was  discussed  by  Messrs, 
Grundy,  Prentiss,  Strange,  Hubbard,  Preston,  Cal- 
houn, and  Buchanan;  some  amendments  from  the 
committee  were  agreed  to,  provision  was  made  for 
a special  solicitor,  and  the  bill,  as  amended,  was 
then  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  April  13.  Memorials  on  the  subject  of 
duelling  were  presented  by  Messrs.  Atherton,  of 
New  Hampshire,  and  Burlington,  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  were  referred  to  the  select  committee  now  in 
session. 

The  memorial  presented  by  Mr.  Atherton  was 
from  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Antrim,  in  the 
county  of  Hillsborough,  state  of'  New  Hampshire, 
which  town  contains  three  hundred  and  seventeen 
legal  voters,  pray'ing,  agreeably  to  a unanimous 
vote  of  a full  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  said  town, 
for  the  passage  of  a law  to  suppress  the  practice  of 
duelling. 

Mr.  Darlington  presented  the  memorial  of  Wm. 
Hall  and  sixty  others,  citizens  of  Lancaster  county, 
Pennsylvania,  praying  congress  to  pass  a law  to 
disqualify  any  person  who  may  hereafter  be  en- 
gaged in  a duel  from  holding  office  under  the  gen- 
eral government. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  of  N.  C., 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  public 
lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  establishing  land  districts  in  the  United  States, 
the  receipts  from  which  do  not  authorize  their 
longer  continuance. 

Among  the  reports  made  were  the  following. 

Mr.  Mercer,  from  the  committee  on  roads  and 
canals,  reported,  without  amendment,  senate  bill 
No.  29,  making  appropriations  for  certain  roads  in 
the  territory  of  Wisconsin. 

Mr.  Cambreleng,  from  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  reported  the  following  bill: 

A bill  supplementary  to  the  act  entitled  “An  act  to 
authorize  the  issuing  of  treasury  notes.” 

Be  it  enacted,  S;c.  That  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury, with  the  approbation  of  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  is  hereby  authorized  to  cause  trea- 
sury notes  to  be  issued  according  to  the  provisions 
of  an  act  entitled  “An  act  to  authorize  the  issuing 
of  treasury  notes,”  approved  the  12th  day  of  Octo- 
ber last,  in  place  of  such  notes  as  have  been  issued 
under  the  authority  of  the  act  aforesaid,  and  which 
have  been  paid  into  the  treasury  and  cancelled. 

The  bill  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  a communi- 
cation from  the  postmaster  general,  transmitting, 
in  obedience  to  the  act  of  July  2,  1836,  a statement 
of  all  land  and  water  mails  established  or  ordered 
within  the  year  preceding  the  1st  July,  1837,  other 
than  those  let  to  contract  at  the  annual  lettings, 
and  other  than  the  express  mails,  which  have  been 
heretofore  reported. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  transmitting  state- 
ments prepared  in  obedience  to  the  order  of  the 
house  on  the  19th  February,  containing  information, 
as  far  as  it  is  now  practicable  to  furnish  the  same, 
as  to  the  value  of  exports  from  1791  to  1837;  the 
value  of  imports  from  1821  to  1837;  the  value  of 
imports  free  of  duty  and  dutiable  from  1821  to 
1837;  and  the  amount  of  duties  and  drawbacks  from 
1791  to  1836. 


Mr.  Whittlesey,  of  Ohio,  moved  that  the  special 
order  for  to-day  (the  bill  to  establish  a board  of 
claims)  be  postponed  until  Friday  next;  and  that 
the  house  to-day  proceed  to  the  consideration  of 
such  private  bills  as  shall  not  give  rise  to  debate. 

Air.  Cambreleng  asked  for  a division  of  the  ques- 
tion; and  the  postponement  asked  for  was  ordered 
by  a vote  of  two-thirds. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  last  division  of 
Mr.  Whittlesey’s  motion — 

Mr.  Thomas  suggested  that  the  following  resolu- 
tion, o tiered  by  him  on  a lormer  day,  be  taken  up 
and  considered.  This  was  an  amendment  to  the 
20th  rule,  as  follows: 

“And  on  the  first  Friday  of  each  month,  the 
calendar  of  private  bills  shall  be  called  over,  and 
the  bills  to  the  passage  of  which  no  objection  shall 
then  be  made  shall  be  first  considered  and  disposed 
of;  private  bills  from  the  senate  having  a preference 
over  private  bills  of  the  house.” 

Objection  being  made,  Mr.  Whittlesey  pressed 
his  motion  to  take  up  such  private  bills  (to-day)  as 
would  give  rise  to  no  debate. 

Some  objection  being  made  to  this  course  by  Mr. 
Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  who  w as  opposed  to 
what  lie  denominated  “dumb  legislation”  upon 
private  bills. 

The  Chair  said  that  this  was  not  a debateable 
motion;  and  that  it  required  a vote  of  two-thirds, 
inasmuch  as  it  proposed  a suspension  of  the  rules 
ot  the  house. 

The  motion  prevailed — Ayes  110,  noes  46. 

Air.  Hunter,  of  Virginia,  moved  that  the  house 
go  into  committee  of  the  whole  to  take  up  and  con- 
sider the  bill  to  extend  the  charter  of  the  Union 
Bank  of  Georgetown  to  the  first  July  1342,  in  or- 
der to  close  up  its  concerns. 

The  motion  prevailed,  and  Mr.  Hopkins  of  Vir- 
ginia, took  the  chair.  The  bill  being  read, 

Mr.  Fillmore  said  the  noise  in  the  house  had  been 
such  during  the  reading  that  he  could  not  distinctly 
hear  all  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  and  asked  some 
explanations  of  certain  parts  thereof,  which  were 
given  by  Mr.  Hunter;  and  the  result  was,  a propo- 
sition (which  prevailed)  to  amend  the  bill  by  in- 
serting 1845  instead  of  1842,  as  the  date  of  the  ex- 
tension of  the  charter. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  house,  the 
amendment  adopted,  and  ordered  to  a third  reading 
this  day. 

Several  hills  from  the  senate  were  then  put  upon 
the  first  and  second  readings,  and  were  properly 
referred. 

The  house  (on  motion  of  Mr.  Whittlesey ) went 
into  committee  of  the  whole,  (Mr.  Atherton  in  the 
chair,)  and  took  up  several  private  bills  which 
were  not  likely  to  give  rise  to  debate.  Several 
were  passed  over,  as  not  falling  within  this  order  of 
the  house:  and  others  were  read;  but  a disposition 
to  debate  them  appearing, 

Mr.  Mercer  moved  that  the  committee  rise,  for 
the  purpose  of  moving  the  rescinding  of  the  order 
by  which  it  was  made  the  duty  of  the  committee  to 
take  up  only  those  bills  which  would  not  give  rise 
to  debate.  Lost. 

Other  bills  were  then  taken  up,  and  the  same 
difficulty  occurring, 

Mr.  Petrikin,  at  this  point,  renewed  the  motion 
to  rise,  and  demanded  a count.  Ayes  12,  noes  57. 
No  quorum. 

The  motion  was  then  withdrawn;  and  the  list 
was  proceeded  with. 

A large  proportion  of  the  bills  on  the  calendar, 
thus  far,  proposed  the  payment  of  inleresl  on  cer- 
tain claims,  which  was  objected  to  by  several  mem- 
bers;-and  the  motion  to  rise  was  very  frequently 
made,  in  order  that  the  order  of  the  house  might 
be  rescinded,  in  order  to  enable  this  point  to  be  de- 
bated. 

Air.  Ewing,  of  Indiana,  renewed  the  motion  to 
rise,  and  report  the  bills  to  the  house.  Ayes  51, 
noes  46.  So  the  committee  decided  to  rise,  hut,  as 
there  was  no  quorum,  the  chair  decided  that  the 
bills  could  not  be  repoited.  The  question  was 
then  put,  “Shall  the  committee  now  rise?”  and  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative — Ayes  65,  noes  28.  So  the 
committee  rose.  Air.  Whittlesey  then  rose,  and 
moved  that  the  order  of  this  morning  be  rescinded. 
The  Speaker  said  that  the  fact  of  the  presence  of  a 
quorum  must  be  first  ascertained.  Mr.  Adams 
moved  a call  of  the  house.  Ayes  67,  noes  73.  So 
the  motion  did  not  prevail;  and  the  Speaker  then 
said  that  a quorum  having  appeared,  the  chairman 
would  resume  the  chair:  which  being  done,  Air. 
Ewing  moved  that  the  committee  rise,  rei  ort  pro- 
gress, and  ask  leave  to  sit  again.  Air.  Wise  wa-  of 
the  opinion  that  there  had  been  no  “progress” 
made,  and  proposed  that  the  committee  should  re- 
port that  they  had  made  none. 

Air.  Pollc  said  that  the  committee  of  the  whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union  always  reported  that  they 
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had  had  under  consideration  certain  unfinished 
business,  but  had  come  to  no  conclusion  thereon; 
but  the  committee  of  the  whole  house  always  re- 
ported progress,  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Ewing  then  prevailed:  the 
speaker  took  the  chair,  arid  leave  to  sit  again  was 
then  granted  the  committee. 

M '.  Whittlesey  then  renewed  his  motion  to  re- 
scind the  order  of  this  morning,  and  that  the  com- 
mittee proceed  with  the  calendar  in  the  regular  or- 
der. 

Mr.  Mams  then  rose  and  asked  if  the  bills  acted 
on  in  the  committee  of  the  whole  were  not  now  be- 
fore the  house?  The  chair  responded  in  the  nega- 
tive. Mr.  Adams  moved  a call  of  the  house,  and 
asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  w'hich  were  not  or- 
dered: and  the  motion  was  lost.  Mr.  Adams  then 
asked  to  have  this  motion  entered  on  the  journal, 
promising  to  renew  it  every  time  it  would  be  in  or- 
der during  the  day. 

Mr.  Wise  moved  an  adjournment,  ami  Mr.  Briggs 
asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  not  or- 
dered: and  the  motion  to  adjourn  was  lost.  Mr. 
Whittlesey's  motion  recurring, 

Mr.  Adams  renewed  his  motion  for  a call  of  the 
house,  and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays.  His  ob- 
ject was  to  get  the  house  together  to  do  business. 
It  was  discreditable  to  the  house  that  it  was  impos- 
sible to  keep  a quorum  to  do  the  business  of  the 
nation.  The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Wise  moved  to  adjourn.  Lost.  The  motion 
of  Mr.  Adams  that  there  be  a call  of  the  house  was 
decided  in  the  negative — Yeas,  62,  nays  98. 

Mr.  Whittlesey’s  motion  then  prevailed:  and  the 
house  went  into  committee  of  the  whole  upon  the 
first  twenty  bills  on  the  calendar,  (Mr.  Lyon  in  the 
chair.) 

Several  bills  at  the  head  of  the  calendar,  were, 
on  motion,  laid  aside  for  the  present,  without  ac- 
tion upon  them. 

Another  bill  was  then  taken  up  and  read.  After 
some  incidental  discussion,  the  question  was  put 
on  its  passage,  when  there  appeared  to  be  no  quo- 
rum present — Ayes  63,  noes  24,  and  the  committee 
then  rose  and  reported  this  fact  to  the  house. 

Mr.  Adams  moved  a call  of  the  house,  which  was 
ordered:  and  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  mem- 
bers answered  to  their  names.  The  absentees  hav- 
ing been  called,  it  appeared  that  one  hundred  and 
forty  members  were  present.  Mr.  Chapman  moved 
that  all  further  proceedings  upon  the  call  be  sus- 
pended. 

Mr.  Adams  asked  if  all  the  names  of  absentees 
(supposing  the  motion  to  suspend  prevails)  would 
appear  upon  the  journal? 

The  Chair  responded  affirmatively. 

The  motion  to  suspend  did  not  prevail.  The 
doors  were  closed,  and  the  names  of  the  absentees 
were  called  by  the  clerk. 

Mr.  Buchanan  was  excused  on  account  of  illness 
and  other  causes,  arid  on  the  same  account  Messrs. 
Bruyn,  Biddle,  Chaney,  (illness  at  home,)  Coffin, 
Clowney,  Duvee,  Dennis,  Fletcher,  of  Vermont, 
Glascock,  Grantland,  and  Grennell,  (on  the  com- 
mittee sitting  during  the  sessions,  on  leave,)  Hun- 
ter, of  Ohio,  Logan,  Loomis,  M.  Morris,  Noble, 
(death  in  his  family,)  Phillips,  (similar  reason,) 
Plainer,  Robertson,  Spencer,  Sheplor,  Toucey,  (on 
the  selsct  committee,)  and  J.  L.  Williams. 

During  the  call  of  absentees,  the  name  of  Mr. 
Hawkins  being  called,  he  responded  himself  to  his 
name. 

Mr.  Dawson  said  that  the  member  had  respon- 
ded from  the  gallery. 

The  Speaker  said  no  person  was  permitted  to 
speak  in  the  gallery;  and  ordered  the  clerk  to  erase 
the  name  of  Mr.  Hawkins. 

Mr.  Petnkin  moved  that  Mr.  Hubley  be  excused 
on  account  of  being  called  to  Pennsylvania  by  the 
near  departure  of  Mr.  Muhlenberg  from  the  coun- 
try. [Laugh.]  Lost. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dromgoole,  the  call  at  this 
point  was  suspended,  (the  whole  roll  having  been 
called,  and  the  absentees  noted,)  and  then,  on  mo- 
tion, the  house  adjourned  at  quarter  before  five- 
o’clock. 

Saturday,  April  14.  Mr.  Evans,  of  Maine,  asked 
and  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  his  colleague, 
Mr.  F.  O.  J.  Smith,  from  and  after  the  1st  day  of 
May  next. 

Mr.  Fairfield,  of  Maine,  Mr.  Peck,  of  New  York, 
and  Mr.  Williams,  of  New  Hampshire,  presented 
memorials  on  the  subject  of  the  late  duel. 

Among  the  reports  received  was  the  following: 

By  Mr.  Everett,  from  the  committee  on  Indian  af- 
fairs, a bill  supplementary  to  the  act  entitled  an  act 
to  regulate  trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian 
tribes,  and  to  preserve  peace  on  the  frontiers; 
approved  June  30,  1834. 

Mr.  Everett,  submitted  the  following,  which  lies 
one  day: 


Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed  | 
to  lay  before  this  house  a statement  of  the  amount 
paid,  and  ot  the  amount  of  arrears  on  account  of 
the  expenses  of  the  Seminole  war;  and  an  estimate 
of  the  sura  necessary,  in  addition  to  the  former  ap- 
propriation to  pay  such  arrears,  and  for  carrying  on 
said  war  until  the  1st  day  of  June  next. 

After  several  resolutions  of  minor  importance 
had  been  offered, 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Hopkins,  of  Virginia,  on 
divorcing  the  government  from  all  connexion  with 
the  public  press,  again  coming  up,  Mr.  Bond 
resumed  and  concluded  his  remarks  upon  it. 

Mr.  Hopkins  gave  notice  that,  if  Mr.  Hamer 
should  not,  on  Monday  next,  offer  his  resolution  on 
the  subject  of  the  resumption  by  the  banks  of  spe- 
cie payments,  he  (Mr.  H.)  would. 

Mr.  Petrikin  gave  notice  he  should  object  to  its 
reception  if  olfered.  [A  laugh.] 

the  house  now  passed  to  the  orders  of  the  day, 
and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whittlesey  went  into  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  (Mr.  Lyon  in  the  chair,)  and 
considered  a nmnberof  private  bills.  After  which 
the  committee  rose  and  reported  the  bills,  which 
had  been  considered.to  the  house;  wdien  those  which 
had  passed  the  committee  were  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  read  a third  time  on  Monday  next. 

In  regard  to  those  bills  whose  enacting  clauses 
had  been  stricken  out,  the  question  of  concurrence 
in  striking  them  out  having  been  stated — 

Mr.  Taliaferro  moved  an  adjournment,  anil  the 
house  thereupon  adjourned. 

Monday,  April  16.  As  soon  as  the  journal  was 
read, 

Mr.  Hamer  rose,  and  asked  leave  to  make  a 
statement  to  the  house,  to  which  no  objection  was 
made. 

Mr.  H.  then  said  lhat  he  had  been  requested  to 
state  whether  he  intended  again  to  offer  the  resolu- 
tion presented  by  him  on  Monday  last.  In  regard 
to  that  matter  he  begged  to  advert  to  what  had  been 
thrown  out  elsewhere.  He  understood  from  the 
newspapers  that  various  opinions  were  entertained 
as  to  the  object  he  had  in  view.  By  some  it  was 
suggested  that  it  had  been  offered  as  a sort  of  an- 
tagonist proposition  to  Mr.  Biddle’s  letter.  Now, 
it  would  be  recollected  that  Mr.  II.  presented  his 
resolution  on  Saturday,  arid  Mr.  Biddle’s  letter  was 
only  printed  on  the  same  day  in  Philadelphia.  He 
himself  did  not  hear  of  it  till  Sunday  night,  nor  see 
it  till  Monday  morning,  and  could  necessarily, 
therefore,  have  no  knowledge  of  it  on  Saturday. 

Another  suggestion  had  been  thrown  out,  that 
Mr.  H.  had  offered  if  with  reference  to  the  charter 
election  in  the  city  of  New  York.  Hovverer  im- 
portant that  election  might  be  in  itself,  or  however 
important  some  gentlemen  might  deem  it,  he  trust- 
ed he  had  higher  objects  in  view  than  the  New 
York  city  or  any  other  election.  He  looked  to  the 
great  interests  of  the  country,  and  to  them  alone. 

Mr.  H’s  object  was  simply  this:  He  knew  that 

the  bank  convention  was  to  assemble  on  Wednes- 
day last,  and  he  had  reason  to  believe  that  many 
gentlemen  who  had  gone  as  delegates  thereto  enter- 
tained an  apprehension  that  the  course  of  the 
general  government,  the  legislation  of  congress,  as 
well  as  the  action  of  the  treasury  department,  in 
carrying  out  that  legislation,  might  be  hostile  to  the 
resumption  of  specie  payments.  For  himself  he 
did  not  believe  that  the  congress  of  the  United 
States  would  pass  any  law,  at  the  present  session, 
without  having  special  reference  to  the  existing 
condition  of  the  country,  or  that  it  would  not  so 
modify  any  law  it  might  pass  as  to  throw  no  hin- 
drance in  the  way  of  resumption. 

Neither  did  Mr.  H.  believe  that  the  treasury  de- 
partment, in  carrying  out  that  legislation,  did  feel 
or  would  feel  any  disposition  to  throw  anv  impedi- 
ment in  the  way  of  ejecting  that  resumption.  His 
object,  therefore,  was  to  give  such  assurances  to 
those  hanks  which  had  gone  into  convention,  as 
might  encourage  t iem  to  go  on,  for  it  was  surely 
desired  by  every  patriotic  man  in  the  country,  of 
every  party,  that  the  banks  should  resume. 

Again:  the  house  refused  to  entertain  the  pro- 
position on  Monday;  and  when  he  was  called  upon, 
two  days  alterwards,  to  give  an  explanation,  he 
was  refused,  and  lie  was  not  disposed  to  put  liirn- 
self  in  the  attitude  of  impeding  the  business  of  the 
house  by  moving,  day  after  day,  to  suspend  the 
rules. 

Besides,  he  found  that,  by  moving  this  proposi- 
tion, he  placed  a number  of  his  political  friends  in 
this  embarrassing  condition:  that,  although  they 
did  not  disapprove  of  the  principle  involved  in  it, 
or  the  object  sought  to  be  attained  by  it,  still  some 
ol  them  did  not  approve  of  its  phraseology,  and 
therefore  they  were  compelled  to  vote  against  it. 
Many  were  actuated  by  another  feeling.  They 
feared  a premature  discussion  on  the  whole  cur- 
rency question,,  which  would  inevitably  spring  up. 


and  amendments  of  the  resolution,  which  might 
compel  them  and  himself  to  vote  against  a proposi- 
tion, the  general  tenor  of  which,  in  its  present 
shape,  they  approved.  He  understood  amendments 
were  to  be  offered  on  both  sides  of  the  house.  In 
voting  against  the  suspension  of  the  rules,  therefore, 
they  would  be  placed  in  the  embarrassing  attitude 
of  seeming  to  oppose  his  resolution. 

Mr.  Bell  rose  to  order.  The  gentleman  from 
Ohio  was  proceeding  with  an  argument  to  go  be- 
fore the  country,  and  he  would  like  to  have  an  op- 
portunity to  reply. 

Mr.  Hamer  observed  that  he  should  finish  what 
he  had  to  say  in  a word  or  two. 

Mr.  Bell  then  remarked,  that  if  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  had  risen  to  explain,  and  not  to  make  an 
argument,  he  should  be  candid  enough  to  state  to 
the  house  and  to  the  country  what  relief  he  did  pro- 
pose to  the  nation  from  its  present  embarrassed 
state.  Mr.  B.  called  upon  the  gentleman  to  be  ex- 
plicit on  this  head,  and  state  specifically  what  was 
proposed. 

Mr.  Hamer  said  that  since  he  had  offered  this  re- 
solution, for  the  purpose  of  giving  assurance  to  the 
banks  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  had  written  a 
letter  (which  had  been  published)  to  a similar  ef- 
fect. The  same  assurances  had  also  been  given, 
repeatedly,  by  the  official  organ  of  the  government 
here. 

Mr.  Sherrod  Williams  rose  to  order.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  had  had  leave  to  make  an  expla- 
nation of  a matter  personal  to  himself,  but  not  to  ex- 
plain and  apologise  for  the  conduct  of  all  his  poli- 
tical friends.  He  (Mr.  \V.)  was  in  favor  of  letting 
every  man  explain  lor  himself. 

Mr.  /firmer  then  said  he  had  nothing  more  to  say, 
at  this  time,  than  that  there  was  now  no  necessity 
for  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  he  had  proposed, 
and  that,  therefore,  he  should  not  again  ask  for  its 
adoption. 

Mr.  Menefee  had  risen  to  make  a single  remark, 
if  the  house  would  give  him  leave.  [Cries  ofleave! 
leavel] 

Objection  being  made, 

Mr.  Menefee  moved  to  suspend  the  rules,  in  order 
to  be  able  to  move  that  he  be  permitted  to  go  on. 

Mr.  Chambers  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  question  of  suspending  the  rules;  which  were 
ordered.  Being  taken;  there  were  yeas  87,  nays 
71,  not  two-thirds.  So  the  house  infused  to  suspend 
the  rules. 

The  Speaker  then  called  the  states  in  order  for 
resolutions,  and  the  following  were  offered: 

When  the  state  of  Tennessee  was  called,  Mr. 
Shields  of  that  state,  presented  the  following  resolu- 
tion of  the  legislature,  in  favor  of  the  annexation 
of  Texas  to  the  United  States. 

Whereas  we  have  been  anxious  and  atttentive  ob- 
servers of  the  progress  of  events  in  Texas,  and  have 
not  been  unmoved  spectators  of  her  late  gallant  and 
glorious  struggle  for  freedom,  and  have  seen  that  free- 
dom achieved  by  those  near  and  dear  to  us  by  the  ties 
of  kindred  and  common  ancestry:  and  whereas  we 
we  have  seen,  by  a vote  of  the  people  of  that  republic, 
an  anxious  desire  manifested  to  become  citizens  of  these 
United  States:  and  whereas  we  believe  that  the  gallant 
and  chivalrous  bravery  of  Texans,  in  their  struggle  for 
liberty  and  free  government,  is  an  assurance  ot  their 
worth,  and  sufficient  evidence  of  their  qualification  to 
entitle  them  to  brotherhood  and  citizenship  with  us: 
and  whereas,  also,  we  believe  that  the  annexation  of 
Texas  to  these  United  States  is  a “consummation  de- 
voutly to  be  wisued,”  and  an  end  worthy  our  best  ex- 
ertions to  at'ain.  if  it  can  be  done  without  the  infrac- 
tion of  the  law  of  nations,  or  a departure  from  the  pol- 
icy or  principles  ef  this  government. 

Now,  therefore,  Resolved  by  the  general  assembly  of 
the  slate  of  Tennessee,  That  we  desire  most  anxiously 
lhat  Texas  be  acquired  by  these  United  States:  and 
resolved  that  our  senators  and  representatives  in  con- 
gress lie  informed  of  our  desire  to  acquire  the  terri 
tory  of  Texas,  and  to  annex  it  to  the  United  States,  by 
treaty  or  purchase,  and  at  such  time  as  they  may  deem 
most  expedient. 

Resolved,  That  a copy  of  this  preamble  and  resoju 
tion  he  forwarded  by  the  governor  of  this  state  to  our 
senators  and  representatives  in  congress,  with  a request 
that  they  introduce  them  to  the  consideration  ot  both 
branches  of  congress. 

JOHN  COCKE, 

Speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives. 

TERRY  H.  CAHAL, 
Speaker  of  the  senate. 

Mr.  Shields  moved  to  refer  tins  resolution  and  all 
others  or>  tile  touching  the  same  subject,  to  a select 
committee. 

Mr.  Bronson  moved  to  lay  the  motion  on  the 
table. 

On  this  question  Mr.  Shields  asked  for  the  yeas 
and  nays,  which  were  ordered  and  taken,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Alexander,  IJ.  Allen,  John  W.  Al- 
len, Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton,  Aycrigg,  Beatty, 
Beirne,  Bicknell,Birdsall,  Bond,  Boon,  Brodliead,  Bron- 
son, Bruyn,  Cambreleng,  W.  B.  Carter,  Casey,  Chap- 
man. Clark,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Corwia,  Crarg,  Cusk- 
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man,  Darlington,  Dawson,  Deberry,  De Graff,  Drom- 

fuole,  Dunn,  Edwards,  Everett,  Farrington,  Fairfield, 
'ry,  James  Garland,  Glascock,  Goode,  Grantland, 
Grant,  Graves,  Haley,  Hall,  Halsted,  Hamer,  Harri- 
son, Hawkins,  Haynes,  Herod,  Holsey,  Holt,  Hopkins, 
Ingham,  T.  B.  Jackson,  J.  Jackson,  J.  Johnson,  N. 
Jones,  J.  W.  Jones,  Kemble,  Klingensmith,  Lawler, 
Leadbetter,  Lincoln,  Loomis,  S.  Mason,  Maxwell, 
McKay,  R.  McClellan,  McClure,  Mercer,  Morgan, 
S.  W.  Morris,  Noble,  Palmer,  Parker,  Parntenter, 
Pavnter,  Pearce,  Pennybackcr,  Petrikin,  Phelps,  Pope, 
Pratt,  Randolph,  Reily,  Rives,  Sheffer,  A.  H.  Shep- 
perd,  Smith,  Sou  hgate,  Spencer,  Stuart,  Stratton, 
Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus,  Towns,  Vanderveer,  A.  S. 
While,  J.  White.  E.  Whittlesey,  L.  Williams,  J.  W. 
Williams,  J.  L.  Williams,  Yorke — 107. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  Bell,  Borden,  Bouldin, 
Briggs,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  J.  Calhoon,  W.  B.  Campbell, 
John  Campbell,  Cheatham,  Childs,  Clowney,  Coffin, 
Connor,  Cranston,  Crocket,  Curds,  Cushing,  Davies, 
R.  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  K.  Garland,  J.  Graham,  Win. 
Griffin,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hawes,  Henry,  Hoffman,  PI. 
Johnson,  Keim,  Lewis, Lyon,  Mallory,  Marvin,  Martin, 
Maury,  May,  A.  McClellan,  McKennan,  Milligan, 
Miller, Mttcliell,  Montgomery,  C.  Morris  Noyes,  Ogle, 
Owens,  Patterson,  Peck,  Potts,  Reed,  Rencher,  Rhett, 
Richardson,  Rtdgway,  Rumsey,  Russell,  C.  Shepard, 
Shields,  Sibley,  Slade,  Snyder,  Stone,  Taliaferro, 
Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Turney,  Underwood, 
Sherrod  Williams,  C.  H.  Williams,  Wise,  Yell — 75. 

So  tlie  whole  subject  was  laid  on  the  table. 

When  the  state  of  Virginia  was  called,  Mr.  Hop- 
kins, in  pursuance  of  notice  given  on  Satuday  last, 
offered  a resolution,  (being  the  same  as  that  pre- 
sented on  Monday  last,  by  Mr.  Hamer.) 

Mr.  Hopkins  said  that  it  was  not  his  wish  to  in- 
terrupt the  presentation  of  resolutions;  but  he  should 
call  up  this  proposition  for  consideration  so  soon  as 
the  call  of  the  states  had  been  finished. 

When  the  state  of  Massachusetts  was  called,  Mr. 
Cushing  od'ered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  Tnat  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  di- 
rected to  inform  this  house  whether  a certain  letter, 
bearing  his  signature,  and  the  date  ot  the  18th  of 
March,  1831,  which  has  appeared  in  the  public  papers, 
and  which  purports  to  make  known  the  purpose  ot 
the  treasury  department  in  relation  to  the  receipt  and 
disbursements  of  the  promissory  notes  of  the  state  banks 
by  the  federal  government,  is  authentic  or  not;  and,  if 
it  be,  to  communicate  to  the  house  a copy  of  the  same: 
and  also  copies  of  any  and  every  other  official  letter  on 
the  same  subject-matter;  and  that  he  be  further  direct- 
ed to  report  to  the  house  the  views  and  intentions  of  the 
department  in  the  premises,  and  the  measures  adopted, 
or  to  be  adop  ed,  in  execution  thereof. 

Mr.  Cashing  asked  for  the  consideration  of  this 
resolution  at  the  present  time. 

Objections  being  made — 

Mr.  Cushing  moved  a suspension  of  the  rules,  for 
the  purpose  of  considering  the  motion;  and  asked 
for  tlie  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered,  anl 
stood  as  follows:  Yeas  97,  nays  85. 

Not  being  two-thirds,  the  motion  to  suspend  the 
rules,  did  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Jldams  presented  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted  without  objection: 

Resolved,  Ttiat  the  president  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  communicate  to  this  house,  if  not  incom- 
patible with  the  public  interest,  any  information  which 
lie  may  have  received,  officially  or  otherwise,  relating 
to  an  attack  by  a Mexican  armed  vessel  upon  the  steam- 
boat Columbia,  bearing  the  flag  of  die  United  States,  in 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Yell, 

Resolved,  Tnat  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed  to 
communicate  to  this  house  copies  of  all  instructions  to 
major  general  Gaines,  relating  to  the  selection  of  sites 
for  m Inary  piits  on  t ie  western  frontier  of  Arkansas 
and  Missouri;  whether  he  lias  entered  upon  the  duties 
assigned  him,  and  when  probably  a report  may  be  ex- 
pected from  him;  and  such  other  information  as  may 
be  in  the  power  of  the  department  to  communicate 
touching  the  commencement  and  progress  of  the  de- 
fence of  the  western  frontier. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Snyder, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  naval  affairs  be  in- 
structed to  provide,  bylaw,  for  the  appointment  of  mid- 
shipmen in  the  navy,  so  'hat  an  equal  number  may  be 
chosen  from  each  congressional  district  in  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Rice  Garland  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  lies  over  one  day: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  di- 
rected to  inform  this  house,  as  soon  as  practicable, 
whether,  in  the  present  financial  condition  of  the  coun- 
try and  of  the  treasury,  it  will  not  be  most  judicious 
and  proper  to  make  such  appropriations  as  will  pre- 
serve the  public  works  from  injury  and  dilapidation 
alone;  and  if  such  a course  will  not  be  judicious  and 
proper,  he  then  inform  the  house  whether  some  or  all 
the  estimates  for  the  service  ot  the  year  1838,  already 
submitted,  for  fortifications,  the  improvement  of  har- 
bors and  rivers,  the  establishment  of  light-houses,  bea- 
cons, and  buoys,  the  construction  of  roads,  the  service 
of  the  Indian  department,  and  for  all  other  purposes, 
cannot  be  reduced  without  injury  to  the  public  service; 
and  if  such  reduction  can  be  made,  that  he  designate 
what  proposed  appropriations  may  properly  be  reduced, 


and  how  much:  and  further,  that  he  inform  the  house 
whether  some  of  the  appropriations  already  made  may 
not,  without  material  injury  to  the  country,  be  suspend- 
ed for  the  present;  if  so,  to  designate  them;  also,  that 
he  inform  this  house  whether,  if  all  the  appropriations 
made  are  expended,  and  those  proposed  are  made,  the 
amount  now  in  the  treasury,  or  estimated  to  come  into 
it  during  the  present  year,  will  be  sufficient  to  meei 
them;  and,  if  not,  what  will  be  the  deficit,  and  in  what 
manner  it  is  proposed  to  be  met. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Shields, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  claims  be  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allowing  additional 
pay  to  such  troops  as  have  been,  or  are,  employed  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States  in  the  present  Florida 
or  Seminole  war,  and  have  lost  their  horses  and  bag- 
gage in  said  service,  without  any  fault  of  theirs,  be- 
cause the  United  Slates  had  failed  !o  provide  forage  for 
said  horses,  and  who  were  required  to  perform,  and 
did  perform,  after  they  were  dismounted,  on  foot,  the 
same  services  which  were  required  of  mounted  men, 
so  as  to  make  their  monthly  arrearages  equal  to  that  of 
mounted  men  in  said  service;  and,  also,  of  providing 
that  the  horses  of  any  kind  of  said  troops  which  may 
have  died  from  excessive  fatigue,  in  executing  extraor- 
dinary orders  of  the  commanding  officers,  without  any 
fault  of  their  riders,  or  such  of  said  horses  as  were  kill- 
ed by  accident  or  casualty,  while  under  the  immediate 
orders  and  direction  of  said  officers,  shall  be  paid  tor  by 
the  United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Leadbetter, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by 
law  for  an  interchange  of  duly  by  the  judges  ol  the 
circuit  court  of  the  United  States,  where  one  or  more 
of  the  said  judges  are  interested  in  any  matter  therein 
pending,  or  where  trial  cannot  be  had  without  preju- 
dice to  parlies. 

Mr.  Bond  submitted  the  following,  which  lies 
over  one  day: 

Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  congress  assembled,  That 
no  order  should  be  adopted  by  the  executive  of  the 
United  States  which  discriminates  the  medium  in  which 
payment  of  debts  or  public  dues  shall  he  made  to  the 
government,  and  that  if  any  such  order  now  exists,  the 
same  ought  to  be  forthwith  rescinded. 

Mr.  S.  Williams  ottered  the  following,  which 
lies  over: 

Resolved , That  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  be 
instructed  to  report  a bill  making  it  unlawful  for  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  or  any  other  officer  of  this 
government,  to  continue  in  force  or  make  any  general 
or  special  order  making  a distinction  or  discrimination 
in  the  medium  or  kind  of  currency  in  which  the  dilfer- 
ent  branches  of  the  revenue  (either  from  the  sales  of 
the  public  lands  or  from  any  other  source)  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  shall  be  collected. 

Mr.  Southgate  ottered  the  following,  which  lies 
over  one  day: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  trans- 
mit to  congress  the  names  of  all  receivers,  collectors, 
and  disbursers  of  the  public  money  in  office  on  the  1st 
of  January,  1833,  who  were  in  default  to  this  govern- 
ment at  that  period,  designating  the  amount  of  each 
respective  liabili  v. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKay, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  naval  affairs  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing  the 
law  establishing  the  board  of  navy  commissioners. 

Resolved  further,  That  said  committee  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  fixing  by  law  the  number  of  vessels; 
and  also  of  officers,  petty  officers,  and  seamen,  to  be 
employed  in  time  of  peace. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  C.  H.  Williams, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  public  lands  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  indemnify- 
ing the  settlers  in  that  section  of  the  country  commonly 
called  the  Strip,  (embracing  that  part  of  the  state  of 
Tennessee  sourh  of  Winchester  line,)  for  the  injury  re- 
ceived by  a disregard  (on  the  part  of  the  government) 
of  the  trea’y  of  1818,  in  disposing  of  the  lands  in  said 
limits  for  the  benefit  of  the  Chickasaw  Indians,  con- 
trarv  to  the  provisions  of  said  treaty. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jos  L.  Williams, 

Resolved,  Tiiat  the  Committee  on  Indian  affairs  in- 
quire into  the  propriety  of  reporting  a bill  providingtiie 
rate  of  compensation  due  to  such  warriors  of  the  Chero-t 
kee  tribe  of  Indians  as  were  wounded  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  pursuant  to  the  14th  article  of  the. 
treaty  between  the  United  S ates  and  said  tribe,  con- 
cluded 29;h  December,  1335,  and  ratified  23J  May, 
1836. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harlan, 

Resolved,  That  the  postmaster  general  be  directed  to 
inform  this  house  whether  he  has  collected  a judgment 
rendered  in  favor  of  the  post  office  department  against 
Samuel  B.  Crockett  and  Francis  P.  Blair,  in  the  federal 
court  of  Kentucky,  and  reported  by  him  to  this  house 
the  3d  of  March,  1837,  of  balances  due  to  the  depart- 
ment prior  to  1st  of  July,  1838,  in  the  following  words 
“Suit  ordered,  and  judgment  obtained,  May,  1824,  lor 
$1,827  01;  credited  by  $431  37;  penalty  remitted  by 
postmaster  general,  leaving  balance  as  stated;  applica 
tion  for  relief  refused  hy  the  department;  December 
20,  1825  fi  fa.  issued,  : nd  returned  March,  1826,  no 
estate  found;  information  was  sought  bv  the  depart- 
ment relative  to  the  parties  November  30,  1835j  refer- 
red to  the  district  attorney  December  30,  1835;  also, 
wrote  to  him  February  13,  1837.’’  And  if  he  has  not 


collected  said  judgment,  what  steps,  if  any,  have  been 
taken  to  enforce  the  collection  of  the  same. 

Resolved  farther,  That  the  postmaster  general  be  di- 
rected to  inform  this  house  whether  it  is  the  practice  of 
the  department  to  remit  the  penalty  incurred  by  de- 
faulting deputy  postmasters,  without  the  payment  of 
i he  principal  debt;  and  that  he  be  further  directed  to 
inform  this  house  what  amount  of  moneys  has  been 
paid  by  his  department  to  the  said  Francis  P.  Blair  for 
printing  ordered  by  said  department  since  the  rendition 
of  the  judgment,  and  return  of  the  writ  of  execution 
aforesaid. 

The  states  having  been  gone  through  with — 

Mr.  Hopkins,  as  he  had  expressed  his  intention 
to  do,  moved  to  take  up  for  consideration  the  fol- 
lowing resolution: 

“Considering  (hat  the  business,  commerce,  circula- 
tion, and  exchanges  of  the  country  are  in  a deranged 
and  embarrassed  condition:  and  considering,  also,  that 
a part  of  the  banks  of  the  United  States  have  express- 
ed a desire  to  resume  specie  payments  at  an  early  pe- 
riod, 

Resolved  hy  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  congress  ussembled,  That, 
if  the  hanks,  or  a portion  of  them,  do  thus  resume,  it 
will  be  the  duty  of  the  general  government,  within  the 
limits  of  its  constitutional  authority,  to  aid  such  banks 
in  regaining  public  confidence,  and  to  sustain  them  in 
their  laudable  efforts  to  fulfil  their  obligations  to  relieve 
the  wants  of  the  community,  and  to  restore  to  the  peo- 
ple a sound  circulating  medium. 

Mr.  Petrikin  (as  he  promised  to  do)  objected. 

Mr.  Hopkins  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  for  the 
purpose  of  now  considering  this  resolution 

Mr.  Clark  asked  for  the  ypas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered,  and  stood  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  H.  Allen,  J’ 
W.  Allen,  Avcrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  B irden,  Boul- 
din, Briggs  W.  B.  Calhoun,  J.  Calhoon,  W.  B.  Camp- 
bell, W.  B.  Carter,  Casey,  Chambers,  Cheatham, 
Childs,  Clark,  Coffin,  Corw’in,  Cranston,  Crockett, 
Cushing,  D.irling’on.  Dawson,  Davies,  Deberry,  Dunn, 
Everett,  Ewing,  R.  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  J.  Garland,  R 
Garland,  Goode,  J.  Graham,  Win.  Graham,  Grant- 
land,  Grant,  Graves,  Gray,  Grennell  Haley,  Hall  Hal- 
sfed,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hastings,  Hawes,  Henry,  Herod, 
Hoffman,  Hopkins,  Ingham,  J.  Jackson,  H.  Johnson, 
Lawler,  Lincoln.  Lv on,  Mallory.  Marvin,  J.  M.  Ma- 
son, S.  Mason,  May,  Maxwell,  McKennan,  Menefee, 
Mercer,  Milligan,  Mitchell,  Morgan,  C.  Morris,  Noyes, 
Ogle,  Patterson,  Pearce,  Peck,  Phelps,  Pope,  Potts, 
Pratt,  Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rencher  Ridgway, 
Rumsey,  Russell,  Sawyer,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  C.  Shep- 
ard, Shields,  Sibley,  Slade,  Smith,  Snyder,  Southgate, 
Stanly,  Stuart.  Stone,  Stratton,  Taliaferro,  Thompson, 
Tillinghast,  Toland,  Underwood,  A.  S.  White,  J. 
White,  E.  Whittlesey,  L.  Williams,  Sherrod  Williams, 
C.  H.  Williams,  Wise,  Yorke— 116. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Beatty,  Beirne,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Boon,  Brodhead, 
Cambreleng,  J.  Campbell,  Chapman,  Cleveland.  Clow- 
ney, Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Crary,  Cushman,  DeGrnff, 
Drome  iole,  Edwards,  Elmore;  Farrington,  Fairfield, 
Fry,  Glascock,  Griffin,  Plammond,  Hamer,  Hawkins, 
Haynes,  Holsey,  Holt,  Howird,  W.  H.  Hunter,  R.  M. 
T.  Hunter,  T.  B.  Jackson,  J.  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  J.  W. 
Jones,  Keim,  Kemble,  Klingensmith,  Leadbetter,  Lew- 
is. Logan,  Loomis,  Martin,  McKay,  R.  McClellan,  A. 
McClellan,  McClure,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore,  S. 
W.  Morris,  Murray,  Noble,  Owens,  Palmer,  Parker, 
Paynter,  Pennvbacker,  Petrikin,  Pickens,  Rhetr,  Rich- 
ardson, Rives,  Sheffer,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus,  Towns, 
Turney,  Vanderveer,  Webster,  Weeks,  J.  W.  Wil- 
liams, J.  L.  Williams,  Worthington,  Yell — S3. 

So.  there  not  being  two-thirds,  the  rules  were 
not  suspended  for  the  purpose  of  considering  Mr. 
Hopkins’s  resolution-. 

Petitions  and  memorials  on  various  subjects  were 
presented,  when  Virginia  was  called,  Mr.  Wise  of- 
fered the  following: 

“ Resolved , That  the  committee  for  the  District  of 
Columbia  inquire  in  the  propriety  of  receding,  under 
proper  restrictions  and  reservations,  with  the  consent  of 
the  people  of  this  District,  and  of  the  states  of  Mary- 
land and  Virginia,  the  said  District  to  the  said  states.” 

Mr.  Pratt  moved  that  the  above  resolution  be 
laid  upon  the  table;  on  which  motion  Mr.  Wise  de- 
manded the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Wise  then  called  foi  the  reading  of  the  me- 
morial; and  it  was  read  accordingly. 

Mr.  Wise  stated  that  the  legislature  of  Maryland 
had  declared  itself  willing  to  receive  the  District 
if  retroceded. 

Mr.  Taylor  inquired  if  tlie  District  committee  had 
not  been  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
of  this  memorial? 

Mr.  Wise  said,  that  committee  had  reported  ad- 
versely to  the  desire  of  the  memorialists. 

The  question  on  laying  the  resolution  on  the  ta- 
ble was  ordered  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows:  Yeas 
89,  nays  73. 

So  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Wise  gave  notice  that,  if  this  proposition 
were  still  to  be  refused,  he  would  go  with  the  west, 
to  remove  the  seat  of  government  from  this  place 
to  that  section  of  the  country. 
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Petitions  from  Maryland  were  called  and  pre- 
sented; at  this  point,  Mr.  Atherton,  at  the  request 
of  Mr.  Thomas,  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  of 
Saturday  last,  granting  leave  of  absence  to  Mr. 
Smith  alter  the  1st  of  May  next. 

The  motion  was  entered,  and  the  call  for  peti- 
tions proceeded  in  regular  order. 

All  the  states  having  been  called, 

The  house  then  took  up  several  senate  bills, 
which  were  read  twice,  and  referred. 

At  4 o’clock  the  house,  on  motion,  adjourned. 

Tuesday  .April  17.  Mr.  Campbell,  of  South  Ca- 
rolina, staled  that  he  had  on  yesterday  voted  from 
misapprehension  against  granting  leave  to  Mr.  Hop- 
kins, of  Virginia,  to  offer  a resolution  on  the  subject 
of  atiording  the.  support  of  the  government  to  the 
banks  in  resuming  specie  payments,  and,  if  in  order, 
would  move  a reconsideration  of  that  motion;  not 
that  he  suspected  the  administration  of  any  hostility 
to  the  banks,  or  any  wish  to  impede  them  in  bringing 
back  the  country  to  a sound  and  healthful  currency; 
but  as  the  subject  was  confessedly  one  of  great  im- 
portance, he  did  not  desire  to  be  misunderstood  in  re- 
lation to  it. 

The  Chair  said  that  the  motion  was  in  order,  and 
would  be  entered  on  the  journal,  to  be  considered 
hereafter. 

Mr.  .Adams,  from  a select  committee  to  whom  had 
been  referred  a memorial  on  the  subject  of  encou- 
raging a system  of  meteorological  observations 
throughout  the  United  States,  was  directed  to  ask  the 
use  of  the  hall,  previously  to  the  sitting  of  the  house, 
on  Wednesday  and  Thursday  mornings,  to  aflord  to 
professor  Espey  an  opportunity  to  deliver  two  lec- 
tures on  that  subject. 

Objection  being  made  to  receiving  the  motion, 

The  Chair  reminded  Mr.  Adams  that  when  se- 
lect committees  should  be  called,  the  motion  would 
be  in  order. 

Reports  of  committees  were  then  called,  when 
the  following,  among  other  reports,  were  received. 

Mr.  Boon,  from  the  committee  on  public  lands,  re- 
ported, without  amendment,  senate  bill  providing  for 
the  reduction  and  graduation  of  the  price  ol  the  pub- 
lic lands. 

Mr.  Harlan,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
against  senate  bill  for  giving  effect  to  the  Sth  article 
of  the  treaty  of  1S19  with  Spain. 

Mr.  Yell,  from  the  committee  on  military  affairs, 
reported  a bill  for  providing  for  the  defence  of  the 
western  frontier. 

Mr.  Ingham,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
senate  bill  to  remunerate  tiie  captors  of  the  privateer 
Lydia,  withoul  amendment. 

Mr.  Howard,  from  the  committee  on  foreign  af- 
fairs, reported  against  the  petition  of  Samuel  Golds- 
bury  for  property  captured  ami  condemned  under  the 
Neanolitan  government  in  1307. 

Mr.  Fairfield,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a bill  to  provide  for  surveying  the  northeastern 
boundary  line  of  the  United  States,  according  to  the 
provisions  of  the  treaty  of  peace  of  1783. 

Mr.  Sibley,  from  the  committee  on  revolutionary 
pensions,  reported  against  the  petitions  of  sundry 
officers  and  soldiers,  &c.  of  the  revolutionary  war, 
praying  that  all  pensioners  who  were  struck  from 
the  pension  roll  under  the  law  of  1820  may  be  re- 
stored to  their  pension. 

Mr.  Fletcher,  from  the  committee  on  patents,  re- 
ported “An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  to  promote  the 
encouragement  of  the  useful  arts,”  accompanied  by 
a report  thereon. 

Air.  Calhoun,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  select 
committee,  reported  a bill  granting  a bounty  in  land 
to  such  soldiers  of  the  old  fourth  regiment  ot  United 
States  infantry  as  served  during  any  part  ot  the  war 
with  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  committee  on  invalid  pen- 
sions, reported  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
disagreed  to  by  the  house: 

Resolved,  That  this  house  will  proceed  on  Friday 
next,  after  i2  o’clock,  „o  consider  the  bills  which  have 
been  reported  by  the  committee  on  invalid  pensions, 
and  those  that  may  be  reported  before  that  time. 

Mr.  Fletcher  presented  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  on 
the  library: 

Resolved,  the  senate  concurring  herein,  That  the  com- 
missioner of  patents  have  the  privilege  of  taking  books 
from  the  library  of  congress,  for  the  use  ot  his  depart- 
ment, under  the  same  rules  and  regulations  as  are  pre- 
scribed to  members  of  congress. 

Select  committees  being  called  on  for  reports, 

Mr.  Adams  again  presented  the  request  ot  profes- 
sor Espey  for  the  use  ot  the  hall. 

The  request  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Whittlesey, 
Connor  and  Tillinjghasl,  and  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Pickens  and  Petrikin,  the  latter  of  whom  demanded 
the  yeas  and  nays  upon  it,  but  the  house  refused  to 
order  them;  and  the  discussion  was  briefly,  ended  by 
Mr.  McKennan’s  demanding  the  previous  question, 
when  the  question  was  agreed  to:  Ayes  99. 


Mr.  Lincoln  from  the  committee  on  the  public 
buildings,  and  by  direction  of  that  committee,  mov- 
ed that  the  house  go  into  committee  of  the  whole  on 
the  state  of  tiie  union,  and  take  up  the  bill  providing 
for  taking  down  the  materials  of  the  new  treasury- 
building,  and  applying  them  in  the  erection  of  a 
post  office.  He  stated  the  urgency  of  the  case,  one 
hundred  and  fifty  mechanics  having  their  employ 
suspended,  and  it  being  of  Importance,  on  all  ac- 
counts, that  the  question  be  settled  one  way  or  the 
other. 

Mr.  Rencher,  of  North  Carolina,  objected;  but, 
on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Whittlesey,  consented  to 
waive  his  objection.  Air.  Boon  renewed  it;  where- 
upon, the  question  being  put,  the  house,  by  a vote 
of  two-thirds,  (required  to  change  the  order  of  busi- 
ness.) assented  to  the  motion,  and  went  accordingly 
into  cominitttee  of  the  whole  (Air.  Pope  in  the 
chair)  on  that  bill. 

The  bill  having  been  read, 

Mr.  Lincoln  went  into  an  expose  of  the  grounds 
of  the  bill,  giving  a complete  history  of  the  present 
building,  from  its  inception,  exonerating  the  late 
and  present  administration  from  all  blame  as  to  its 
location,  size,  or  defects,  and  explaining  the  course 
of  the  present  architect,  and  of  the  committee,  in 
relation  to  the  whole  subject. 

It  is  impossible,  at  present,  to  present  even  a 
sketch  of  the  debate,  which  occupied  the  house 
during  the  residue  of  the  sitting,  and  terminated, 
for  this  day,  without  the  house  having  arrived  at 
any  decision  respecting  the  bill. 

When  Air.  Lincoln  had  concluded,  Mr.  Cambre- 
leng.  objecting  to  the  probable  extent  of  the  discus- 
sion while  appropriation  bills  were  delayed,  moved 
that  the  committee  rise. 

Mr.  IF.  Thompson  opposed  the  motion,  and  took 
occasion  from  the  bill  to  go  into  a general  attack 
upon  the  extravagance  of  the  administration. 

Mr.  Pickens  made  a speech  in  opposilion  to  the 
bill,  in  which  he  spoke  highly  of  Mr.  Mills,  and 
his  reputation  in  South  Carolina,  where  he  had 
erected  a number  of  buildings.  Mr.  Mercer  follow- 
ed, in  defence  of  the  bill,  and  in  reply  to  Alessrs 
Thompson  and  Pickens.  Mr.  Boon  replied  to  Mr. 
Thompson’s  attack,  and  vindicated  tile  administra- 
tion's economy.  Air.  Rencher  earnestly  opposed 
the  bill,  and  remonstrated  against  relying  on  the 
opinions  of  interested  architects  from  abroad,  &c. 
Air.  Williams,  cf  North  Carolina,  replied  to  his  col- 
league, and  defended  the  bill,  insisting  on  the  abil- 
ity and  disinterestedness  of  those  who  had  con- 
demned the  present  building,  which  he  proposed  to 
replace  by  a plain,  economical  structure.  Mr.  Yell 
spoke  warmly  against  the  bill,  inveighing  against 
the  extravagance  of  the  good-society  party,  and 
lauding  the  economy  of  the  snup-and-bread  party, 
who,  lie  prophesied,  would  erect  a greater  obstruc- 
tion to  the  prospect  of  the  president’s  house  from 
the  other  end  of  the  capital  than  would  be  inter- 
posed by  this  treasury  building.  Mr.  Everett  went 
into  a calculation  to  show  the  vast  expense  to  which 
a completion  of  the  present  building  would  pledge 
the  house,  and  the  economy  of  arresting  the  plan, 
and  pulling  down  the  present  defective  edifice. 
Mr.  Taliaferro  inquired  why  the  present  materials 
could  not  be  used  in  erecting  a new  treasury  build- 
ing, rather  than  he  transported  to  a distance  to  build 
a post  office?  Mr.  Lincoln  explained;  and  some 
conversation  ensued  between  those  gentlemen  and 
Mr.  Alercer  on  the  relative  merits  of  sand  stone  and 
granite,  when, 

Mr.  Noylor,  having  obtained  the  floor,  moved  for 
the  raising  of  the  committee. 

Tiie  motion  prevailing,  the  committee  rose  ac- 
cordingly, and  thereupon  the  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  .April  18.  Mr.  Peck  asked  leave  to 
present  a memorial  relative  to  the  late  duel  between 
members  of  this  house. 

Air.  Garland,  of  Louisiana,  objected  to  its  recep- 
tion at  this  time;  and  it  was  not  received. 

Mr.  Naylor  asked  leave  to  offer  a resolution  (here- 
tofore presented,  but  objected  to)  making  certain 
inquiries  relative  to  this  subject. 

Mr.  Ingham  made  objection. 

Mr.  Naylor  moved  that  the  rides  be  suspended  to 
enable  hi  in  to  otter  it;  which  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  Corwin,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary, 
reported,  with  an  amendment,  senate  bill  to  pro- 
vide for  the  better  security  of  the  lives  of  passen- 
gers on  board  vessels  impelled  in  whole  or  in  part 
by  steam. 

Mr.  Stanley,  from  the  committee  on  invalid  pen- 
sions, reported  a bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  D. 
Townes. 

Air.  Johnston,  of  Va.,  from  the  committee  on  re- 
volutionary pensions,  made  an  unfavorable  report 
on  the  petition  of  Win.  Neves:  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Williams,  ofKy.,  asked  leave  toofferthe  fol- 
lowing preamble  and  resolutions,  which  were  read: 


Whereas,  it  was  some  years  since  declared  to  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  by  the  illustrious  Andrew 
Jackson,  that  reform  and  retrenchment  in  their  govern- 
ment and  its  expenditures  were  necessary:  and  where- 
as, the  declaration  of  the  late  president,  in  relation  to 
the  promised  reform  and  retrenchment  of  the  expendi- 
tures of  the  government,  was  not  carried  out  by  his 
friends  in  congress:  and  whereas,  instead  of  lessening 
the  expenditures  of  the  government, -that  they  have  been 
largely  and  enormously  increased:  and  whereas,  it  is 
highly  important  to  i he  people  of  the  United  States  that 
their  government  should  be  usefully  administered  upon 
as  cheap  a scale  or  price  as  is  consistent  with  the  public 
good: 

Therefore,  resolved,  That  a select  committee  of  nine 
members  be  appointed  to  take  into  consideration,  and 
report  to  this  house,  what  salaries  of  ihe  officers  of  this 
government  may  be  reduced,  what  officers  may  be  dis- 
pensed with,  and  what  items  of  expenditures  in  the 
various  offices  or  departments  of  this  government  can 
be  entirely  or  in  part  dispensed  with;  and,  for  the  pur- 
poses of  enabling  the  committee  to  make  a correct  re- 
port whether  or  not  the  expenses  of  the  different  execu- 
tive departments  of  this  government  have  increased 
within  the  last  ten  years,  and  what  salaries  may  be  re- 
duced, what  officers  may  be  dispensed  with,  and  what 
items  of  expenditure  may  be  lessened: 

Therefore,  resolved,  That  the  secretaries  of  state,  trea- 
sury, war,  navy,  and  die  postmaster  general  be,  and 
they  are  respectively,  required  to  report  and  communi- 
cate to  this  house,  as  soon  as  practicable,  what  were  the 
expenses  of  their  respective  departments,  including 
every  item  of  expenditure  in  the  year  commencing  on 
the  4th  day  of  March,  1828,  and  ending  on  the  3d  day 
of  March,  1829,  and  so  on  for  each  successive  year, 
up  to  the  4th  day  of  March,  1833,  placing  each  item  of 
expenditure  under  its  proper  head. 

Objection  being  made  from  several  quarters, 

Air.  W.  moved  a suspension  of  the  rule,  and 
asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered. 

Air.  McKay  requested  the  gentleman  to  with- 
draw the  preamble,  and  then  he  would  vote  for  the 
resolutions. 

Mr.  Williams  replied  that  he  could,  on  no  account, 
consent  to  do  that.  Mr.  Cambrelcng  wished  to  know 
if  the  house  was  again  disposed  to  set  aside  all  the 
public  business  of  the  nation,  as  it  did  yesterday,  to 
consider  this  proposition.  Mr.  McKay  inquired  of 
the  chair  if  the  question  could  not  be  taken  on  the 
preamble  and  resolutions  separately?  The  Chair  re- 
plied that  the  question  was  not  divisible,  for  a pro- 
position could  not  be  divided  till  it  was  before  the 
house.  Mr.  McKay  reiterated  that  he  would  wil- 
lingly vote  to  suspend  (or  the  resolutions,  but  not  lor 
the  preamble.  Air.  Tillinghasl.  solicited  the  gentle- 
man lo  withdraw  one  single  word  of  the  preamble. 
Mr.  Williams.  Not  one  word,  nor  one  letter. 

The  house  refused  to  suspend  the  rules — yeas  92, 
nays  87. 

The  unfinished  business  of  the  morning  hour  was 
the  resolution  submitted  some  time  since  by  Mr. 
Hopkins,  of  Virginia,  to  divorce  the  public  press 
from  the  patronage  of  the  government. 

Air.  Dromgoole  moved  to  add  the  following  to  the 
resolution: 

And  that  the  said  committee  be  also  instructed  to  in- 
quire whether  the  individual  elected  printer  by  this 
house,  at  the  extra  session,  does  now  execute,  and  has, 
in  fact,  since  his  election,  executed  the  public  printing 
at  his  own  establishment,  with  the  press,  types,  and 
hands  employed  in  his  own  office,  and  subject  to  his 
immediate  orders,  directions,  and  control;  or  whether 
the  public  printing  has  not,  since  the  period  of  said 
election,  been  executed,  and  whether  it  is  not  now  exe- 
cuted, at  the  office  of  the  political  journal  other  than 
that  of  the  printer  to  this  house,  and  under  the  direc- 
tions and  regulations  of  other  editors;  and  if  so.  to  in- 
quire" upon  what  authority,  and  upon  what  terms,  con- 
ditions, and  stipulations,  the  public  printing  lias  been 
transferred  to  individuals  other  than  the  one  appointed 
and  required  by  this  house  to  perform  the  same.  And 
that  the  said  committee  inquire  further,  whether,  prior 
to  the  final  ballot,  and  before  the  close  of  said  election 
of  printer,  there  was  not  some  bargain,  agreement,  or 
understanding,  express  or  implied,  inchoate  or  com- 
plete, ihat  in  the  event  of  the  election  of  the  individual 
now  holding  the  appointment,  the  public  printing  should 
be  executed  at  the  office  of  another  political  journal, 
whose  editors  were,  at  the  same  time,  also  candidates 
for  the  appointment;  and  that  the  committee  report  to 
this  house,  specially,  the  nature  and  the  terms  of  any 
such  bargain,  agreement,  or  understanding. 

And  that  the  committee  be  also  instructed  to  ascer- 
tain and'fetate,  under  separate  and  specific  heads,  the 
various  expenditures  growing  out  of  the  action  of  the 
special  committee  of  this  house,  appointed  on  the  3d 
day  of  January,  1837;  and  in  like  manner  the  various 
expenditures  growing  out  of  the  action  of  the  select 
committee  of  this  house,  appointed  oil  the  17th  day  of 
January,  1837;  and  also  the  various  expenditures  grow- 
ing out  of  the  action  of  the  committee  on  the  judiciary 
on  the  memorial  of  Richard  S.  Coxe,  and  William  L. 
Brent,  presented  lo  this  house  on  the  30th  day  of  Janu- 
ary, 1837;  and  also  the  expenditure  incurred  under  the 
orders  of  this  house  of  the  I5di  and  18th  September 
last,  in  relation  to  the  printing  of  the  rules  and  orders 
of  the  house,  with  Jefferson’s  manual  of  practice. 
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Mr.  Wise  said  he  should  vote  for  this  amendment, 
for  tlie  reason  that  the  bare  presentation  of  it  show- 
ed the  necessity  of  Mr.  Hopkins’s  resolution  being- 
adopted.  He  suggested  another  point  of  inquiry  to 
Mr.  Dromgoole,  viz.  how  much  public  patronage 
nad  been  distributed  during  the  last  two  years,  and 
how  much  of  that  public  patronage  had  gone  into 
the  pockets  of  the  editors  of  the  official  organ. 

in  reference  to  the  alleged  bargain  between  the 
Madisonian  and  Intelligencer  offices,  Mr.  W.  disa- 
vowed any  privity,  though  he  had  no  doubt  the  par- 
ties on  the  other  side  (the  Globe)  would  have  made 
a similar  bargain,  if  such  existed,  if  they  could  have 
done  so. 

A message  in  writing  was  received  from  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  by  the  hands  of  his  pri 
vate  secretary,  A.  Van  Buren,  esq.  transmitting  a 
large  mass  of  documents  and  correspondence  in  re- 
lation to  the  delay  in  the  sailing  of  the  exploring  ex  - 
pedition. 

Mr.  Ingham,  moved  to  refer  them  to  the  commit- 
tee on  naval  allairs.  He  would  not  move  their  print- 
ing at  present,  for  the  documents  were  very  volumi- 
nous, and  the  committee  would  report  at  an  early 
day  what  ought  to  be  printed.  Mr.  Naylor  moved 
the  printing  of  the  whole.  Mr.  Mason  of  Ohio  un- 
derstood that  a vast  amount  of  the  correspondence 
had  been  already  printed.  Mr.  Ingham  confirmed 
that  statement,  and  added  that  a great  number  of  the 
other  documents  had  also  been  printed.  Mr.  Mallory 
assented  to  Mr.  Ingham’s  motion.  Mr.  Naylor 
modified  his  motion,  by  excepting  what  had  been 
already  printed.  Mr.  Wise  wTas  at  a loss  to  see  the 
necessity  of  referring  the  subject  to  the  committee 
on  naval  affairs,  for  the  lime  had  gone  by  when  the 
information  would  be  of  service.  It  was  locking  the 
stable  door  after  the  horse  was  stolen.  The  motion 
of  Mr.  Naylor  to  print  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Wise  then  moved  to  instruct  the  committee  to 
inquire  into,  and  report  the  causes,  of  the  failure  of 
tiie  exploring  expedition.  Mr.  Ingham  accepted  this 
amendment;  and,  so  modified,  his  motion  to  commit 
was  agreed  to. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  a communica- 
tion from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  transmitting 
certain  custom-house  returns. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cushman,  laid  on  the  table. 

Also,  a communication  from  the  postmaster  gen- 
eral containing  statements  of  the  postages  received 
on  paid  and  unpaid  letters  sent  by  express  mail,  from 
and  to  the  cities  of  New  York,  Philadelphia,  New 
Orleans,  and  Mobile. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  La.  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  business  then  in  order  was  “the  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  continuation  of  the  Cnmber- 
, laud  road  in  the  states  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illi- 
nois.” 

The  question  was  on  concurring  with  the  commit- 
tee of  the  whole  oil  the  amendment  making  an. ap- 
propriation for  guard  fences  east  of  the  Ohio,  and 
the  improvement  of  the  Laurel  Hill  descent,  and 
that  pending  was  the  motion  of  Mr.  Underwood  to 
recommit  the  bill  to  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  with  instructions  to  report  in  lieu  thereof  a 
bill  to  cede  said  road  to  the  states  respectively, 
through  which  it  passes. 

Mr  Underwood  expressed  a wish  to  postpone  the 
bill,  on  the  ground  of  getting  a response  to  a call  for 
certain  information  respecting  it.  Mr.  Mason  of 
Onio  warmly  opposed  the  suggestion  as  an  indirect 
mode  of  killing  the  bill.  There  could  be  nothing 
wan  ing  in  the  way  of  infonfiation.  Mr.  Undo  - 
wool  wanted  some  information  as  to  the  cost  per 
mile  up  to  this  time.  Mr.  Mason  informed  the  gen- 
tleman that  lie. would  find  that  information  in  a docu- 
ment printed  at  the  first  session  of  the  last  congress. 
Mr.  Boon  also  insisted  that  the  motion  to  postpone 
the  bill  tor  further  information  was  only  another 
mode  of  killing  the  bill,  arid  with  a view  to  test  the 
sense  of  the  house,-  lie  demanded  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

On  taking  the  second,  by  tellers,  there  was  a tie, 
ayes  64,  noes  64,  but  the  speaker  voting  in  the  af- 
firmative, it  prevailed — ayes  65,  noes  64,  and  the 
main  question  was  ordered  without  a division. 

Mr.  Montgomery  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
thereon;  which  were  ordered.  Mr.  Wise  moved  a 
call  of  the  house.  Mr.  Briggs  remarked  that  the 
motion  was  not  in  order  at  that  stage,  and  the  Chair 
so  ruled.  The  question  was  then  taken:  but,  before 
the  vote  was  announced, 

Mr.  Elmore  appeared  in  his  place,  and  asked  leave 
to  record  his  vote,  stating  that  he  was  in  attendance 
on  a select  committee,  by  leave  of  the  house,  when 
the  vote  was  taken.  Objection  being  made,  Mr. 
E.  moved  a suspension  of  the  rule;  which  was 
agreed  to — 113  to  43.  Mr.  Elmore’s  name  was  then 
called;  and  that  gentleman  having  responded,  Mr. 
Bell  rose  and  inquired  if  the  gentleman’s  vote  varied 
the  vote  of  the  house?  The  Chair  could  not  answer 


the  question,  as  the  vote  had  been  cast  up.  Mr. ; 
Bell  protested  against  this  practice  of  allowing  gen- 
tlemen to  vote  by  a mere  suspension  of  the  rules,  I 
instead  of  by  unanimous  consent — a practice  which 
had  grown  up  within  the  last  two  or  three  yeais, 
and  was  not  known  previously  in  the  ten  years  of 
which  he  had  been  a member.  He  raised  the  point 
as  one  of  order.  The  Chair  decided  the  practice  to 
be  in  order.  Mr.  Bell  took  ail  appeal,  and  the  house 
affirmed  the  decision  of  the  chair. — ayes  97,  noes 
56.  Mr.  Mercer  then  moved  a reconsideration  ot 
the  vote  by  which  the  house  had  suspended  the  rule 
to  allow  Mr.  Elmore,  to  vote;  but  the  motion  was 
rejected — ayes  74,  noes  89.  The  vote  on  the  en- 
grossment of  the  bill  was  then  announced  as  fol- 
lows— yeas  96,  nays  99.  So  the  bill  was  rejected. 
Mr.  Everett  then  moved  a reconsideration  of  the 
last  vote.  Mr.  Briggs  moved  a call  of  the  house. 
Mr.  Dromgoole  inquired  if  a motion  to  lay  the  mo- 
tion to  reconsider  on  the  table  would  be  in  order? 
The  Chair  replied  that- it  would,  but  not  pending 
the  motion  for  a call  of  the  house  The  call  was 
then  ordered,  and  proceeded  in  for  some  time;  and 
203  members  having  answered  to  their  names,  Mr. 
Petriken  moved  that  all  further  proceedings  in  the 
call  be  dispensed  with;  which  was  agreed  to — ayes 
96.  noes  71.  Mr.  Dromgoole  then  moved  to  lay  the 
motion  to  reconsider  on  the  table.  Mr.  Briggs  cal- 
led for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered,  and 
were — yeas  85,  nays  112.  So  the  motion  to  lay  on 
the  table  was  decided  in  the  negative,  and  the  ques- 
tion recurring  upon  reconsidering  the  vote  by  which 
the  bill  was  rejected,  Mr.  Bencher  asked  for  the 
yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered,  and  were — 
yeas  110,  nays  87.  So  the  house  determined  to 
reconsider  t lie  vote.  Mr.  McKcnnan  then  moved 
the  previous  question  on  the  engrossment  of  the 
bill,  but  the  house  refused  to  second  it — yeas  70, 
nays  79.  Mr.  Haynes  briefly  opposed  the  bill.  The 
debate  was  further  continued  by  Messrs.  C.  H.  Wil- 
liams, of  Tennessee,  and  Graves,  of  Kentucky,  in 
opposition  to  the  bill,  and  by  Mr.  Southgate,  in  its 
support.  Mr.  Underwood  then  renewed  his  motion 
to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  with  instructions  to  report  a bill  surrender- 
ing tlie  road  to  the  respective  states  through  which 
it  passed;  and,  having  spoke  a short  time  in  sup- 
port of  his  motion,  and  in  opposition  to  the  bill, 

On  his  motion, 

The  house  adjourned. 

Thursday’s  proceedings. 

la  senate,  Jlpril  19.  The  Vice  President  present- 
ed a communication  from  the  secretary  of  tlie  trea- 
sury, in  pursuance  of  a senate  resolution  of  tlie  8th 
instant  with  copies  of  three  reports  from  the,  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  Bank  of  Pennsylvania, 
made  at  the  commencement  of  the  months  of  Febru- 
ary, March,  and  April,  respectively.  Laid  on  the 
table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed 

After  the  presentation  of  a number  of  memorials, 
&c.,  the  joint  resolution  for  the  adjournment  of  con- 
gress on  the  first  Monday  in  June,  coining  up  on  its 
third  reading — 

Mr.  Grundy  said  he  thought  the  senate  were  act 
ing  too  hastily  on  this  subject.  Perhaps  there  had 
been  no  period  of  tlie  government  when  more  im- 
portant business  was  before  congress  than  at  this 
time;  and  if  this  resolution  should  be  passed,  the 
subject  would  then  be  beyond  the  control  oi  con- 
gress. The  belter  way,  he  thought,  was,  not  to  de- 
cide the  question  at  this  early  day,  because  they 
could  not  now  tell  when  the  business  would  be 
done;  but  when  the  main  part  of  the  business, should 
have  been  completed,  they  would  know  better  how 
to  decide.  He  would,  therefore,  mo/e  that  the  sub- 
ject be  postponed  till  Monday  next. 

Mr  Presto n hoped  the  consideration  of  the  reso- 
lution would  not  be  postponed.  It  seemed  desir- 
able that  the  resolution  should  be  passed  in  order  to 
hasten  the  progress  of  the  business  in  congress;  and 
looking  at  the  business  of  tlie  senate,  they  would 
undoubtedly  be  ready  to  adjourn  on  the  day  speci- 
fied in  the  resolution;  and  it  was  desirable  that  they 
should  intimate  to  the  oilier  house  the  state  of  bu- 
siness here.  The  whole  business  of  tlie  country,  if 
entered  into,  might  require  more  time:  but  it  would, 
in  that  casp,  be  competent  in  congress  to  alter  the 
time.  Early  in  the  session  tlie  senate,  had  acted  on 
its  most  important  business,  and  after  their  great 
financial  measure  had  been  perfected  by  the  senate 
according  to  their  wishes,  they  had  sent  it  to  the 
other  house,  and  it  was  well  known  that  the  house 
had  rejected  it.  Congress  had  met  at  the  extra 
session  for  the  express  purpose  of  regulating  the 
finances.  At  that  session,  and  at  this,  tlie  senate 
and  the  house  had  both  acted  on  the  subject,  and  it 
was  not  known  that  any  further  action  was  now 
proposed  in  either  house;  and  Mr.  P.  did  not  know 
that  it  was  the  duty  ofthe  senate  to  wait  tlie  action 
of  the  house  on  this  important  matter. 


Mr.  Grundy  said  he  had  not  moved  the  postpone- 
ment of  the  resolution  with  any  reference  to  ttiat 
measure. 

Mr.  Preston  resumed:  Tlie  subject,  he  said,  na- 
turally lorced  itself  on  their  consideration;  and  if 
congress  were  not  to  act  further  on  the  finances, 
was  tnere  tlie  slightest  reason  why  they  might  not 
be  ready  to  adjourn  by  the  time  specified?  But  if 
oilier  measures  on  the  finances  were  to  be  proposed 
and  acted  upon,  Mr.  P.  would  be  very  glad  to  be 
informed,  and,  if  such  were  the  tact,  he  would  be 
willing  to  accede  to  any  time  that  might  be  requir- 
ed. Congress  had  now  been  more  than  four 
months  in  session,  and  no  measure  of  relief  for  tlie 
country  or  for  the  government  had  been  provided, 
and  they  had  the  right  to  complain  that  they  were 
not  informed  whether  any  tiling  further  was  likely 
to  be  proposed.  If  there  was  to  be  any  tiling, 
they  ought  to  be  informed,  and,  if  not,  they  ought 
to  adjourn;  and  whether  there  was  or  not,  ought 
not  to  be  determined  by  any  talk  or  rumor  out  of 
doors,  but  by  express  action  in  one  or  the  other 
body.  The  sub-treasury  bill,  it  was  well  known, 
was  dead  and  buried.  If  there  were  to  be  any  new 
schemes  or  projects  offered,  Air.  P.  was  ready  for 
them,  and  would  like  to  see  them. 

Mr.  Wright  said  he  had  contented  himself  yes- 
terday with  a silent  vote  to  lay  tile  resolution  on  the 
table,  and  he  would  not  now  enter  into  any  political 
considerations  connected  w ith  the  subject;  but  he 
would  notice  some  very  important  measures  on 
which  tlie  senate  had  acted  and  had  sent  to  the 
other  house,  wdro  had  not  yet  acted  upon  them  them. 
Of  these  he  enumerated  the  bill  in  reference  to  the 
currency,  on  which  the  senate  had  consumed  two 
months,  the  bill  to  increase  tlie  army,  the  bill  grant- 
ing pre-emption  to  settlers  on  the  public  lands,  the 
bill  graduating  and  reducing  the  (nice  ofthe  public 
lands.  In  regard  to  the  treasury  bill  being  dea,d 
and  buried,  that  might  be  the  opinion  of  tlie  ma- 
jority ofthe  two  houses;  but  Mr.  W.  did  not  think 
so.  That  measure,  in  any  shape,  had  occupied  the 
attention  of  the  house  only  two  weeks;  and,  sup- 
posing a majority  of  the  house  were  opposed  to  tire 
views  of  the  executive,  were  they  consequently 
opposed  to  act  at  all  on  lire  subject?  If  they  were 
not,  they  would  want  time  for  action;  and  Mr.  W. 
hoped  and  believed  that  they  would  feel  it  their  im- 
perative duty  to  act  on  the  subject,  and  that  they 
would  act.  No  provision  had  been  made  for  tlie 
southern  Indian  v/ar  in  either  house,  and  it  was  ex- 
pected that  there  would  be  a debate  lor  weeks  in 
tlie  other  house  on  that  subject  alone. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  that  when  tie  voted  yesterday 
for  tlie  resolution,  lie  did  it  on  the  ground  that  there 
would  be  ample  time  for  the  senate  to  finish  its 
business.  But  if  it  w'ere  regarded  as  a measure  to 
prevent  action  in  the  other  house  on  the  subject  of 
the  treasury  bill,  because  it  was  considered  dead, 
Mr.  C.  would  not  vote  for  it.  He  did  not  consider 
that  as  dead:  but  he  believed  that  the  other  house 
would  feel  it  an  imperious  duty  to  act  on  that  mea- 
sure, yea  or  nay;  and  if  this  resolution  was  to  take 
from  the  other  house  the  responsibility  of  doing  so, 
Mr.  C.  would  not  vote  for  it,  but  move  to  lay 
it  on  the  table.  He  thought  there  would  be  no  such 
other  calamity  as  for  congress  to  rise  without  action 
on  that  great  question. 

Air.  King  took  a similar  view  of  the  subject,  and 
said  that  from  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Preslon  he  was 
induced  to  regard  the  resolution  in  a new  aspect; 
and  if  it  was  likely  !o  give  tlie  other  house  an  op- 
portunity to  evade  the  financial  question,  without 
acting  upon  it  definitely,  Air.  K.  would  vote  against 
his  own  resolution. 

Mr.  Hubbard  also  spoke,  briefly,  in  favor  of  delay, 
and  of  keeping;  the  resolution  still  before  the  senate, 
so  that  when  tlie  proper  time  should  come  they 
might  take  it  up,  and  pass  it  as  it  was,  or  modified 
according  to  circumstances. 

Air.  Preston  wholly  disavowed  any  such  design  as 
had  been  intimated.  His  whole  object  was  to  put 
the  subject  in  tlie  possession  of  the  other  house,  so 
that  they  might  adopt  the  resolution  or  modify  it  to 
suit  themselves;  and  tie  was  surprised  tiiat  the  sena- 
tor from  Alabama  should  now  reject  his  own  off- 
spring because  Mr.  P.  had  patted  in  on  the  head, 
and  said  that  notwithstanding  i s paternity  it  was  a 
clever  child.  Mr.  P.  had  often  felt  Iris  own  weak- 
ness, when  he  addressed  tlie  senate,  and  saw  that  he 
wras  unable  to  make  any  impression  on  gentlemen  of 
the  opposite  side;  but  now,  by  advocating  a mea- 
sure, agreeable  to  them,  lie  had  rendered  Iris  remarks 
effective,  and  had  turned  the  friends  of  the  resolution 
directly  against  it.  But  the  purpose  of  enabling  the 
minority  to  w'orry  out  the  majority  in  the  other 
house  was  not  in  Mr.  P.’s  mind,  and,  if  it  had  been, 
he  would  have  been  acting  against  himself,  for  the 
majority  in  the  other  house  were  his  political  friends 
on  this  question.  He  insisted,  further,  that  tlie  sub- 
treasury was  dead,  and  no  human  power  could  call  it 


128 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— APRIL  21,  1838— MISCELLANEOUS, 


fro  n t ie  to.ub,  where  it  had  lain  more  than  four 
days. 

Til  - resolution  was  now  postponed  to  Monday 
week,  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Aden,  Benton,  Brown,  Calhoun, 
Clay,  of  Alabdin  i,  Cuthbert,  Fullon,  Grundy,  Hub- 
bard, Ki  ii;,  Linn,  Lyon,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell, 
Roane,  R ibinsun,  S nith,  of  Connecticut,  Tipton, 
Trotter,  Walker,  Wall,  Williams,  Wright,  Young 
—25. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Buchanan,  Clay,  of 
Kentucky,  Clayton,  Crittenden.  Davis,  Lumpkin, 
McKean,  Merrick,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Robbins, 
Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Swift,  White — Iff. 

O.i  motion  of  Mr.  Will,  the  senate  proceeded 
again  to  consider  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  issuing  and 
circulation  of  the  notes  of  the  late  United  States 
Bank. 

Mr.  Niles  moved  to  modify  the  bill  so  as  to  make 
the  time  of  confinement  in  the  penitentiary  from  one 
to  live  years,  instead  of  from  five  to  ten.  Mr.  Cal- 
houn moved  to  strike  out  the  whole  penitentiary 
provision.  Mr.  Grundy,  after  a remark  or  two,  un- 
derstood to  be  unfavorable  to  this  motion,  said  he 
felt  no  particular  interest  anout  it.  Mr.  Smith,  of 
Connecticut,  and  Mr.  Nile s spoke  briefly,  but 
strongly,  in  favor  of  retaining  the  penitentiary  pe- 
nalty, Mr.  S.  urging  that  a fine  of  .$10,000  would 
amount  to  nothing  in  a case  in  which  the  profits 
were  hundreds  of  thousands. 

Mr.  Niles  and  Mr.  Calhoun  temporarily  withdrew 
their  amendments,  with  a view  to  give  way  to  the 
general  d-bate. 

Mr.  Wall  then  spoke  at  some  length  in  (avor  of 
the  bill,  and  in  vindication  of  the  constitutional  pow- 
er of  congress  to  pass  it. 

Mr.  Niles’  proposition  to  make  the  penitentiary 
term  from  oil15  to  five  years,  was  again  offered  by 
him,  and  agreed  to. 

After  a brief  explanatory  conversation  by  Messrs. 
Crittenden , Wall,  Grundy,  and  Rueagles. 

The  bill  was  modified  so  as  to  confine  the  penalty 
more  explicitly  to  direc'ors,  trustees,  agents,  and 
other  officers,  and  the  agents  of  the  trustees  of  the 
late  bank  of  the  United  States,  as  before  designed  to 
be  provided  for  in  the  bill. 

T ie  bill  Wis  further  discussed  by  Messrs.  Pres- 
ton, Prentiss,  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Wall  and  Niles; 
and  on  a request  of  Mr.  Rives  for  farther  time  to 
consider  the  subject  before  taking  the  vote, 

The  senate  held  an  executive  session,  and  then 
adjourned. 

In  the  house,  Thursday,  April  19.  After  a number 
of  reports,  chiefly  on  private  claims,  had  been  re- 
ceived, the  house  passed  to  the  unfinished  business 
of  yesterday  morning,  being  Mr.  Hopkins’  resolu- 
tion for  divorcing  the  government  from  the  public 
press. 

Mr.  Wise  rose  and  said,  that  since  the  publication 
in  the  papers  of  the  amendment  yesterday  moved 
by  his  colleague,  (Mr.  Dromgoole.l  to  the  amend- 
ment of  his  other  colleague.  (Mr  Hopkins.)  he  per- 
ceived, what  he  did  not  know  yesterday,  that  it  re- 
ferred to  the  exnensesof  the  two  investigating  com- 
mittees which  had  been  instituted  at  the  last  session. 
He  then  proceeded  to  comment  at  considerable 
length  on  this  point  in  the  amendment,  vindicating 
the  appointment  of  those  committees,  inviting  in- 
vestigation as  to  their  expense,  and  insisting  that  the 
good  they  had  effected  overbalanced,  by  far,  what 
they  had  cost  the  country. 

Mr.  Dronyoole  replied;  disclaimed  all  intention  to 
reflect  on  those  committees,  or  their  appointment; 
but  said  that  his  amendment  was  mainly  directed  to 
the  additional  expense  occasioned  by  the  exercise  of 
the  pow^r  of  sending  for  persons  and  papers.  He 
then  went  into  an  explanation  and  defence  of  the 
several  items  in  his  amendment. 

Mr.  Garland,  of  Virginia,  obtained  the  floor,  and 
then  the  morning  hour  expired. 

A communication  was  received  from  the  acting 
secretary  of  war,  enclosing  a report  from  the  com- 
missioner of  Indian  affairs,  in  answer  to  a resolu- 
tion of  the  house  of  the  26rh  ultimo,  relative  to  the 
destruction  or  property  of  the  late  gen.  Nathaniel 
Taylor,  by  the  Cherokee  Indians. 

Also,  a communication  from  the  acting  secretary 
of  war,  enclosing  the  m unorial  of  inhabitants  of 
Knightstown,  in  thp  slate  of  Indiana,  praying  con- 
gress to  provide  for  the  construction  of  a bridge 
across  Blue  river,  at  that  place,  with  the  report  of 
the  chief  engineer  thereon;  which  memorial  was  re 
ferred  to  this  department  on  the  17th  of  February 
last. 

Also,  a communication  from  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  transmitting  a portion  of  the  information 
called  for  bv  the  house  on  the  9th  of  April  instant, 
in  relation  to  the  amount  of  revenue  received  in 
each  state  in  the  year  1836,  and  the  amount  expend- 
ed during  the  same  year. 


Mr.  Everett  inquired  of  Mr.  Cambreleng  when  it, 
was  his  purpose  to  call  up  the  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  the  Seminole  war.  Mr.  Cambreleng 
replied  that  as  soon  as  the  house  should  have  dispos- 
ed of  the  bill  for  the  issue  of  treasury  notes,  he 
should  call  up  the  Seminole  bill.  Mr.  Everett  then  ( 
asked  leave  to  move  that  the  resolution  offered  by 
him  on  S durd  ly  last,  calling- for  information  as  to 
the  amount  of  arrears  due  on  that  war,  and  an  esti- 
mate of  its  probable  expenses  up  to  the  1st  of  June 
njxt.  Mr.  Cushman  objected;  whereupon,  Mr. 
Everett  moved  a suspension  of  the  rules  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were 
ordered. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  taken  accordingly,  and 
resulted  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  A lams,  Alexander,  Heman  Allen, 
John  W.  Allen,  Bell,  B rnd,  Borden,  Briggs,  Bynum, 
W.  B.  Calhoun,  John  Calhoin,  Ca  mbreleng,  W.  B. 
Campbell,  John  Campbell,  W.  B.  Carter,  Chambers, 
Cheatham,  Cbvvney,  Coffia,  Corwin,  Cranston,  Curtis, 
Cashing,  Darlington,  Dawson,  Davies,  Deberry,  De 
Graff,  Dunn,  Everett,  Ewing,  R.  Fletcher,  Fillmore, 
Rice  Garland,  Glascock,  James  Graham.  Wm.  Gra- 
ham, Graves,  Griffin,  Hilsted.  Harlan,  Harper,  Has- 
tings, Hawes,  Haynes  Henry,  Herod,  Howard,  R.  M. 
T.  H;unrer,  Ingham,  Jabez  Jackson,  Lincoln,  Loomis, 
Lvon,  M illory,  Marvin,  S M ison,  Maury,  M iv.  Max- 
well, MoKennan,  Mercer,  M lligan,  Mitchell,  Calvary 
Morris,  Murray,  Naylor,  Noyes,  0;le,  Patterson, 
Pearce,  Peck,  Pope,  Pons,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rencher, 
Ridgway,  Robertson,  Ramsey,  Russell,  A.  Id.  Shop- 
perd,  Shields,  S.bly,  S ivler,  Southgate,  S anly,  Stone, 
Stratton,  Taliaferro,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Underwood, 
A.  S.  White,  John  White,  E.  Whittlesey,  L.  Williams, 
S.  Williams,  J.  L.  Wdliams,  C.  H.  Williams,  Yorke 
—101. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Andrews, Atherton,  Beatty,  Beirne, 
Biekmell.  Birdsall,  Boon,  Bouldin,  Broadhead,  Bronson, 
Casey,  Chapman,  C lies  Connor,  Craig,  Crary,  Cush- 
man, Dromgoole,  Edwards,  Farrington,  Fairfield,  Fry, 
Gray,  Haley,  Hainer,  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Thomas  B. 
Jackson,  J.  Jackson,  N.  Jones,  J.  W.  Jones,  Keim, 
Kfingensinith,  Lawler,  Lea.lbetter,  Ligan,  J.  M.  Ma- 
son, Martin,  R.  M.  McClellan,  A.  McClellan,  Mont- 
gomery, Morgan,  Samuel  W.  Morris,  Noble,  Owens, 
Palmer,  Parinenter,  Payuter,  Pennybacker,  Petrikin, 
Phelps,  Pickens,  Prentiss,  Rhett,  Richardson,  Sawyer, 
Sheffer,  C.  Shepard,  Spencer,  Stuart,  Taylor,  Titus, 
T i.vns,  Turney,  Vauderveer,  Webster,  Weeks,  J.  W. 
Williams,  Worthington,  Yell— 70. 

There  not  bung  two-thirds  in  the  affirmative,  the 
motion  to  suspend  the  rules  was  lost,  and  Mr. 
Everettt’s  call  for  information  was  not  allowed  to 
be  moved. 

Mr.  Lincoln  moved  that  the  house  go  into  corn- 
mil  tee  of  the  whole  on  the  bill  respecting  tbs  new 
treasury  building;  but  the  motion  was  objected  to, 
and  the  house  refused  to  suspend  the  rules  for  the 
purpose.  So  the  motion  was  rejected. 

The  house  then  passed  to  the  unfinished  business 
of  yesterday,  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
Cumberland  road  bill. 

Mr.  Underwood,  who  had  the  fioorat  the  adjourn- 
ment, resumed  and  concluded  his  speech  against  the 
bill,  and  in  favor  of  his  amendment  to  recommit. 
Mr.  Cushing,  of  Massachusetts,  went  into  an  ex- 
tended argument  in  reply,  and  in  defence  of  the 
bill.  Mr.  Rhelt.  of  South  Carolina,  spoke  with  great 
ardor  in  opposition  to  the  measure,  and  was  fol- 
lowed by  Mr.  Cilhoori,  of  Kentucky,  as  decidedly 
in  its  favor.  Mr.  Clowney  obtained  the  floor,  but 
yielded  it,  fur  the  purpose  of  an  explanation,  to  Mr. 
Underwood , who  was  proceeding  to  answer  his  col- 
league, ( Mr.  Calhoon,)  when,  alluding  to  an  amend- 
ment proposed  by  himself  to  the  constitution,  and 
glancing  at  the  subject  of  slavery — - 

He  was  arrested  by  the  chair.  He  asked  leave  to 
proceed;  but  the  chair  still  insisting  on  the  rule  of 
order,  lie  appealed  to  the  house.  The  ayes  for  his 
proceeding  were  94.  But,  before  the  noe3  were 
counted,  the  chair  aUo  appealed  to  the  house  to 
support  its  rules.  Some  confusion  arose,  when. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clowney , the  house  adjourned. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

From  Mexico.  The  New  Orleans  Transcript  of 
the  1 1 Ih  inst.  says: 

“Two  French  brigs  of  war  visited  Matamoras  on 
the  24th  nit.  and  sent  a deputation  up  to  the  town  to 
assure  the  French  citizens  of  the  protection  of  their 
government,  and  that  if  the  Mexican  government 
should  not  comply  satisfactorily,  by  the  25th  instant, 
with  requisitions  already  made, the  ports  of  the  repub- 
lic will  be  blockaded.  One  thousand  of  the  Mexican 
troops,  under  Can  ili/.o,  were  about  to  leave  the  place, 
— destination  unknown. 

Specie  by  wholesale.  We  learn  that  arrangements 
have  been  made  by  the  Bank  of  England,  in  connec- 
tion with  Messrs.  Baring,  Brothers  & co.,  and  Mr. 
James  G.  King,  of  this  city,  to  send  out  to  the  ad- 
dress of  Messrs.  Prime,  Ward  & King,  one  million 
sterling  in  specie.  Two  hundred  thousand  pounds 
have  arrived  by  the  Sheridan  and  Columbus,  and  the 


residue  will  be  here  by  the  packets  iri  succession. 
& 100,000  by  each.  [Jour.  Com. 

T ie  whole  amount  of  specie  received  at  New 
York,  in  the  last  few  days,  is  estimated  at  nearly  two 
millions  of  dollars,  viz:  303,822  sovereigns,  29,000 
dollars,  and  2,896,921  francs 

It  is  stated  that  this  large  sum  is  sent  out  to  New 
York  with  a view  to  aid  the  banks  in  resuming.  The 
American  adds: 

“It  is  estimated,  by  those  who  have  good'means  of 
knowing,  that  tenmi  lions  of  dollars  will  be  imported 
before  June  1st,  and  that,  without  reducing  the 
amount  of  bullion  in  the  B ank  of  England  below  ten 
million  pounds  sterling— as  the  tendency  of  gold  was 
constant  from  the  continent  to  England.” 

From  the  New  York  Express. 

A notice  was  put  up  in  front  of  Prime,  Ward  8c 
King’s  office  this  morning,  that  arrangements  had 
been  made  by  the  Bank  of  England  and  B icing, 
Brothers  & co.,  through  the  agency  of  Messrs. Primes 
and  their  paitner.  Mr.  James  G.  King,  now  in  Lon- 
don, to  import  one  million  of  pounds  sterling  in  spe- 
cie, to  enable  our  banks  to  resume  specie  payments; 
of  this  sum,  500,000  dollars  have  arrived  since  Satur- 
day. The  notice  has  excited  quite  a sensation  in  the 
street.  Enquiries  are  now  made  how  this  has  been 
obtained;  what  banks  are  particularly  interested;  and 
how  have  funds  been  placed  in  London  to  pay; 
all  these  points  are  important,  if  the  specie  is 
really  going  into  the  vaults  of  the  banks  to  enable 
them  to  resume. 

The  New  York  Gazette  states  that  it  is  surmised 
that  the  object  of  the  B ink  of  England  in  sending  this 
large  remittance  of  specie  to  this  country,  is  for  the 
purpose  of  establishing  an  agency  in  New  York,  as 
an  offset  to  that  of  the  United  States  Bank  in  Lon- 
don, and  of  which  the  Bank  of  England  is  particulary 
jealous. 

In  New  York  on  Friday  13th  inst.,  Philadelphia 
bank  notes  were  selling  at  five  per  cent,  discount. 
Bills  on  Baltimore  six  per  cent,  discount;  on  Missis- 
sippi thirty-five;  on  Alabama,  twenty-five. 

Sales  of  the  New  Yark  stock  exchange,  April  17. 

50  shares  U.  S.  Bank,  s 30  days,  113 

300  do  do  114all4  1-2 

225  do  Araer.  Trust  co.  Balto.  95  l-2a96 

25  do  do  s 30  days,  96 

April  IS. 

330  shares  U.  S.  Bank,  115all5  1-2 

25  do  do  s 30  days,  114  3-4 

25  do  Araer.  Trust  Balto.  95  3-4 

Specie.  American  gold,  See.  3-4al  per  cent,  pre- 
mium. Sales  of  100  patriot  doubloons  at  $15  65 
each. 

Treasury  notes.  3-8al-8  per  cent,  discount. 

Canada.  We  learn  from  the  Toronto  Colonist  of 
(he  12th  inst.  that  on  that  day  at  8 o’clock,  A.  M. 
Samuel  Lount  and  Peter  Matthews  were  executed, 
in  pursuance  of  their  sentence,  for  high  treason. — 
They  walked  with  a firm  step  to  the  scaffold,  and 
after  an  impressive  prayer  by  the  Rev  Mr.  Richard- 
son, they  were  launched  into  eternity.  An  im- 
mense concourse  of  people  were  present,  by  whom 
the  greatest  order  was  observed.  The  square  in 
rear  of  the  goal,  on  which  the  scaffold  was  erected, 
was  surrounded  by  the  volunteer  corps  of  provincial 
ini litia,  now  stationed  in  Toronto. 

A correspondent  of  the  Albany  Evening  Journal 
says,  that  petitions  had  been  sent  to  gov.  Arthur  for 
mercy,  or  even  an  extension,  signed  by  some  three 
thousand  citizens  of  Toronto  and  its  vicinity;  the 
executive  council  had  been  called  together,  but 
naught  availed  to  stay  execution.  The  bodies,  not- 
withstanding 1 he  earnest  application  of  their  wives 
and  friends,  were  delivered  up  for  dissection.  The 
affair  is  said  to  have  created  much  excitement. 

It  is  slated  that  Theller,  Montgomery,  Ander- 
son, and  G.  F.  Warden  are  to  be  executed  on  the 
24th  inst. 

Sentence  of  dpath  was  pronounced  at  Hamilton, 
in  the  Gore  district,  upon  Horatio  Hill,  Stephen 
Smith,  Charles  P.  Waldrath,  Ephraim  Cook.  John 
Trufford,  Nathan  Town,  and  Peter  Malcolm — day 
of  execution  the  20th  instant. 

Aho,  upon  William  Webb  and  John  Hammill — 
execution  to  take  place  on  the  22d  instant. 

Tlfe  Toronto  Guardian  stales  that  Theller  found- 
ed his  defence  chiefly  on  the  assertion  that  he  was 
an  American -citizen,  which  was  overruled  on  the 
ground  that  he  was  born  a British  subject,  and  could 
not  divest  himself  of  his  allegiance. 

The  same  paper  says  that  the  case  of  Sutherland 
remained  undecided  on  the  11th;  and  intimates 
doubt  of  the  rumors  put  forth  about  his  extraordi- 
nary disclosures. 

In  passing  sentence  upon  Peter  Malcolm,  the 
court  informed  him  that  for  reasons  assigned  his 
case  would  be  favorably  represented  to  the  execu- 
tive. 
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0C5“We  have  inadvertently  copied  from  the 
“Globe”  the  report  of  the  majority  of  the  commit- 
tee appointed  to  investigate  the  causes  of  the  late 
duel,  under  an  impression  that  we  would  have  been 
able  to  have  accompanied  it  with  the  reports  pre- 
sented by  Messrs.  Grennell  and  Elmore,  and  the  final 
action  of  the  house  upon  the  subject.  This  not  being 
the  case,  it  becomes  necessary,  in  order  to  avoid  the 
imputation  of  concurrence  with  the  majority,  to  say, 
that  the  report  has  not  been  adopted — that  it  has  not 
even  been  printed  by  order  of  the  house,  and  that  the 
whole  matter  is  still  under  consideration. 

It  is  not  often  that,  even  through  inadvertence,  we 
have  presented  a one-sided  view  of  a question,  and 
would  have  avoided  it  in  the  present  instance,  if  we 
could  have  done  so  without  greatly  delaying  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  present  sheet.  We  will,  of  course, 
publish  the  other  reports  as  soon  as  they  are  directed 
to  be  published,  and  give  such  parts  of  the  testimony 
and  the  debate  as  shall  do  full  justice  to  all  the  par- 
ties concerned. 

OCJ-Great  rejoicing  has  taken  place  in  New  York 
in  consequence  of  the  arrival  at  that  place  of  the 
steam  packets  Sirus&nd  Great  Western,  from  Eng- 
land, in  very  quick  passages.  Among  other  demon- 
strations of  pleasure,  was  a splendid  dinner  to  the 
commanders  by  the  corporation;  but  we  are  so  much 
pressed  for  room  that  we  must  postpone  an  account 
of  all  that  occurred  on  the  occasion  until  our  next. 

Bodiscoe,  minister  from  Russia  to  the  Unit- 
ed States,  and  his  suite,  arrived  at  New  York  on 
Wednesday  last  in  the  packet  ship  Meteor,  from 
London. 

{JCf-The  Hon.  Henry  A.  Muhlenburg,  minister  of 
the  United  States  to  Austria,  with  his  family,  and 
John  Randolph  Clay,  esq.,  secretary  of  legation, 
with  his  family,  sailed  from  New  York  on  Wednes- 
day in  the  packet  ship  Burgundy  for  Havre. 

Gen.  Jackson  visited  Nashville  on  the  19th  inst. 
and  remained  several  days.  He  has  nearly  regained 
his  usual  health. 

Congressional  election.  On  Wednesday  last 
an  election  was  held  in  the  congressional  district  com- 
posed of  the  cities  of  Baltimore  and  Annapolis,  and 
Anne  Arundel  county,  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned 
by  the  death  of  Mr.  McKim,  which  resulted  in  favor 
oiJohn  P.  Kennedy,  esq.,  the  whig  candidate,  by  a 
majority  of  892  votes. 

The  following  is  believed  to  be  a correct  state- 
ment of  the  result: 

John  P.  Kennedy,  ( whig.)  W.  H.  Marr'Jl,  (adm.) 
Baltimore  city,  5,957  5,337 

Anne  Arundel,  1,052  820 

Annapolis  city,  10  (maj.) 


7,019  6,157 

Mr.  Kennedy’s  majority  in  the  district  862. 

The  following  statements  show  the  results  in  each 
of  the  wards  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  and  in  the  dis- 
tricts of  Anne  Arundel  county. 

Baltimore  city. 


Wards. 

Whig. 

Ad. 

Whig  maj. 

Ad.  maj. 

1 

409 

314 

95 

2 

351 

320 

31 

3 

432 

564 

32 

4 

425 

574 

149 

5 

590 

375 

215 

6 

508 

466 

42 

7 

631 

231 

400 

8 

408 

552 

144 

9 

637 

260 

377 

10 

400 

473 

74 

11 

628 

498 

130 

12 

538 

710 

1290 

670 

620 

172 

670 

District. 

Anne  Arundel. 
Whig. 

Ad. 

1 

325 

94 

2 

67 

75 

3 

95 

121 

4 

127 

230 

5 

216 

226 

6 

215 

74 

Total, 

1,052 

820 

In  the  regular  congressional  election,  held  in  July, 
1837,  the  average  majority  for  the  Van  Buren  ticket 
in  the  city  of  Baltimore  was  283  votes;  and  the 
average  majority  for  the  same  ticket  in  the  whole 
district,  was  251  votes. 
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Annapolis  city. 

For  Kennedy  144 

“ Marriott  134 

The  average  majority  given  for  the  Van  Buren 
party  at  the  last  July  election,  for  representatives 
in  congress,  was  12£. 

Banks,  currency,  &c.  The  New  York  Com- 
mercial Advertiser  of  Monday  afternoon  says  — 

“Some  of  the  banks  of  this  city  commenced  pay- 
ing out  their  notes  on  Friday  and  Saturday  last. — 
This  morning  they  are  doing  so  very  generally,  and 
although  the  resolution  for  a resumption  of  specie 
payments  is  not  yet  formally  in  force,  still  specie 
can  be  obtained,  if  wanted,  from  any  of  them.  The 
banks  have  all  resolved  to  resume  on  the  9th  of  May, 
and  we  rather  suspect  that  they  intend  to  do  so  on 
Monday  next,  albeit  not  authorized  thus  to  speak.” 

The  same  paper  of  Wednesday  afternoon  has  the 
following: 

New  custom  house  order.  We  understand  that 
instructions  were  received  this  m>  ruing,  autho- 
rising the  collector  of  customs  in  this  city  to  receive 
all  the  notes  of  the  city  banks,  of  those  who  do  not 
issue  paper  of  a less  denomination  than  five  dollars. 
The  fifth  section  of  a recent  law'  prevents  the  re- 
ceipt of  such  notes.  The  banks  in  this  city  which 
have  not  availed  themselves  of  the  late  law  of  this 
state  are  the  Manhattan,  Bank  of  America,  and 
the  Bank  of  the  State  of  New  York. 

The  Express  of  Wednesday  says — 

The  Mechanics’,  the  Merchants’,  the  New  York, 
the  Commercial  and  the  State  Banks,  have  come 
forward  and  pay  out  their  notes  freely  for  every  check 
presented,  and  pay  any  demand  on  them  for  specie 
with  great  cheerfulness.  We  are  told  also,  that  they 
are  liberal  in  their  discounts.  Several  of  the  other 
banks  do  not  pay  out  their  bills,  which  is  to  be  re- 
gretted, as  the  community  are  suffering  beyond  all 
reason  for  the  want  of  a circulating  medium.  Many 
of  the  banks  have  not  a dollar  in  circulation,  or  that 
can  be  got  hold  of.  Thus  for  months  and  months 
the  citizens  of  New  York  have  not  seen  a dollar  of 
our  own  bank  notes.  Every  bill  has  been,  as  fast 
as  it  has  reached  the  bank,  clutched  with  eagerness, 
not  again  to  be  put  in  circulation.  Many  of  the 
banks  have  not  only  hoarded  up  their  own  bills,  but 
have  in  their  possession  large  amounts  of  their 
neighbor’s  bank  notes.  But  now  the  banks,  if  they 
have  any  real  wish,  as  they  must  have  to  make 
money  plenty,  must  come  out  at  once,  and  not  only 
issue  their  notes,  but  discount  freely, _ so  as  to  re- 
lieve the  community.  The  instant  money  becomes 
plenty  there  will  be  but  little  call  for  specie. 

The  bills  of  all  the  city  banks  of  New  York  are 
now  received  at  that  post  office  for  postage. 

The  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce,  of  Mon- 
day, second  edition,  says,  “The  banks  have  all  re- 
sumed specie  payments  in  the  broadest  extent,  bills, 
deposits  and  all;  and  more  than  that,  they  pay  out 
their  own  notes  only.” 

It  is  also  stated  in  the  Journal  of  Commerce  that 
a loan  of  a million  of  dollars  has  been  negotiated  in 
New  York  for  Tennessee,  within  a few  days,  and 
one  of  $600,000  for  Ohio. 

We  find  the  following  in  the  New  York  Courier 
and  Enquirer  in  relation  to  the  Boston  banks. 

“We  learn  by  gentlemen,  passengers  in  yester- 
day’s boat,  fiom  Boston,  that  a meeting  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  banks  of  that  city,  held  on  Friday  even- 
ing, it  was  resolved  to  redeem  all  their  notes  of  the 
denomination  of  five  dollars  and  under,  and  that  the 
resolution  was  carried  into  effect  on  Saturday,  the 
banks  on  that  day  paying  specie  for  all  their  paper 
presented.  Virtually,  the  resumption  is  considered 
entire,  as  it  is  understood  that  the  banks  will  fur- 
nish any  amount  of  specie  for  ordinary  business 
purposes,  and  no  demand  for  any  other  can  be  anti- 
cipated, at  present.” 


Sales  at  the  New  York  stock  exchange,  April  25. 
20S  shares  U.  S.  Bank,  cash  to  10  days,  115 
100  shares  Amer.  trust,  Balto.  s.  30  days,  98 
Specie — Nothing  done  to-day,  and  no  quotations. 
Treasury  notes— Sales  of  $6500  at  69  1-2  and 
1500  at  99  3-8;  $1500  of  six  per  cents  were  sold  at 
par. 

Sales  at  Philadelphia,  April  25. 

20  shares  U.  S.  Bank,  117  3-4 

Major  John  S.  Gooch,  agent  of  the  Mississippi 
Union  Bank,  left  Washington  on  Wednesday  with 
the  engravings  and  materials  necessary  for  the  bank. 
On  his  arrival,  the  state  bonds  will  be  executed  for 
$5,000,090  and  disposed  of  at  once,  and  when  the 
ten  millions,  in  addition  to  this  are  subscribed,  the 
state  will  issue  its  bonds  for  ten  millions  more,  to  be 
likewise  disposed  of. 

Nashville,  April  20,  4 P.  M.  Money  matters 

f row  worse.  The  depreciation  on  the  notes  of  the 
Iississippi  banks  is  enormous,  and  we  were  told  by 
the  brokers  this  morning  that  large  sums  of  this  des- 
cription of  paper  could  not  be  sold  at  any  sacrifice 
short  of  one  third  or  one  half  of  the  amount.  Small 
lots  are  discounted  at  the  following  rates: 

Natchez  bank  and  branches,  20  a 25;  Vicksburg 
rail  road,  20  a 25;  Bank  of  Vicksburg,  25;  Vicks- 
burg water  co.  25;  Brandon  35;  Tombigby,  Colum- 
bus, 25;  Commercial,  Columbus,  25;  Madison  city 
bank  25;  Lake  Washington  30;  Real  estate,  Holly 
springs,  no  sales;  Manchester  25. 

Other  funds  as  follows: 

U.  S.  Bank,  16  a 17  pre.;  Specie,  1G  a 17  pre.; 
Kentucky,  15  pre.;  Virginia,  15  pre.;  New  Orleans, 
10  a 12  pre.;  Indiana,  12  pre.;  Illinois,  10  pre.;  Ca- 
rolinas  and  Georgia,  5 a 8 pre.;  Alabama,  par  a 2 pre. 

Mexico.  The  editors  of  the  New  York  “Journal 
of  Commerce”  have  received  Vera  Cruz  papers  to 
the  31st  March,  brought  by  the  Pastora. 

The  Diario  del  Gobierno  of  the  26th,  published  at 
the  Mexican  capital  says, — “At  a quarter  past  10 
o’clock,  this  morning,  the  supreme  government  re- 
ceived the  ultimatum  announced  by  tlie  French  min- 
ister, Baron  Deffandis,  and  this  evening  it  'will  be 
communicated  to  congress.j-We  will  speak  to-morrow, 
and  will  continue  to  speak  in  all  our  numbers  on  a 
topic  of  so  great  national  interest,  and  which  the  go- 
vernment has  managed,  and  without  doubt  will  con- 
tinue to  manage,  in  a manner  which  shall  satisfy  the 
desire  and  expectations  of  the  Mexicans.” 

By  mercantile  letters  we  learn  that  the  French  ul- 
timatum contained  the  following  hard  terms,  viz: 
that  the  Mexicans  should  pay  $600,000  for  claims, 
and  $55,000  to  the  families  of  five  Frenchmen  who 
had  been  shot  by  order  of  the  authorities,  and  that 
the  government  should  cashier  two  judges  at  Mexico, 
one  at  Puebla;  and  Gomez,  commandant  at  Tampico. 
If  these  terms  were  not  complied  with  by  the  15th 
of  April,  hostilities  were  to  commence. 

It  was  very  sickly  in  the  Mexican  capital.  Fever 
was  one  of  the  most  prevalent  diseases. 

Efforts  were  made  to  raise  the  brig  of  warLiberta- 
dor,  which,  during  the  gale  in  December  last,  was 
driven  against  the  castle  of  Uloa,  and  sunk. 

Examination  of  midshipmen.-  Navy  Depart- 
ment, April  25,  1838.  A board  for  the  examina- 
tion of  midshipmen  whose  warrants  bear  date' prior 
(o  the  1st  day  of  January,  1833,  will  be  convened  at 
Baltimore  on  Monday,  the  28th  of  May  next. 

It  is  expected  that  all  midshipmen  who  may  be  en- 
titled to  examination  under  the  regulation  of  the  de- 
partment, will  attend  at  the  above  mentioned  time 
and  place,  and  report  to  commodore  James  Biddle, 
president  of  the  board. 

The  Cherokees.  The  Nashville  Whig  states 
that  in  ordering  gen.  Scott  to  the  Cherokee  country, 
the  secretary  of  war  directed  him  to  call  upon  the 
executive  of  the  states  of  Tennessee,  North  Carolina, 
and  Georgia,  in  the  event  that  he  should  require 
an  additional  force  in  carrying  out  the  treaty.  The 
department  has  given  notice  to  governor  Cannon,  of 
Tennessee,  that  such  a call  may  be  made,  with  a re- 
quest that  it  may  be  responded  to  by  his  excellency. 
The  governor  has  replied,  by  letter,  with  his  ac- 
customed promptness,  that  the  state  will  be  prepared 
to  meet  the  requisitions 
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GOVERNOR  MARCY’S  SPECIAL  MESSAGE. 
To  the  senate  and  assembly: 

Fellow-citizens:  The  time  is  not  far  distant 
when  the  banks  of  this  state  will  resume  specie 
payments;  and  it  can  now  be  anticipated  with  tol- 
erable certainty,  what  will  be  the  situation  of 
things  when  this  event  shall  take  place.  The  pe- 
riod of  resumption  has  been  looked  for  with  much 
anxiety,  and  strong  hopes  have  been  indulged  that 
it  would  be  attended  with  a highly  important  im- 
provement in  the  business  concerns  of  the  country. 

Since  the  general  suspension  of  specie  payments 
in  the  month  of  May  last,  the  banks  which  have 
furnished  their  monthly  statements  to  the  commis- 
sioners have  made  commendable  efforts  to  put  them- 
selves in  a condition  to  resume.  On  the  first  of 
June  last,  their  liabilities  amounted  to  about  sixty- 
four  millions  of  dollars,  while  the  debt  due  to  them 
for  loans  and  discounts  exceeded  sixty-seven  mil- 
lions. From  that  period  to  the  present  time,  a 
course  of  rapid  curtailment  has  been  steadily  pur- 
sued, so  that  their  liabilities  on  the  first  of  the  pre- 
sent month  were  but  fifty-three  millions,  and  their 
loans  and  discounts  were  less  than  fifty-six  mil- 
lions. By  this  process  of  reduction,  the  condition 
of  our  banks  has  been  greatly  improved,  and  their 
ability  to  meet  and  sustain  specie  payments,  is  now 
fully  equal  to  what  it  has  been  at  any  former  pe- 
riod. This  remark  is  particularly  applicable  to 
the  banks  in  the  city  of  New  York,  where,  amidst 
a general  depression  of  business,  the  most  rigorous 
and  praiseworthy  efforts  have  been  put  forth  to  pre- 
pare for  an  early  and  successful  resumption.  The 
institutions  in  that  city  have,  during  the  suspension 
of  specie  payments,  reduced  their  liabilities  more 
than  six  and  a half  millions  of  dollars.  Their  spe- 
cie during  the  same  period  has  increased  from  about 
$1,800,000,  to  more  than  $3,500,000,  to  which,  in 
estimating  their  ability  to  meet  their  engagements, 
should  be  added  about  one  million  and  a half  of 
dollars  purchased  and  ordered  from  abroad,  and  ex- 
pected to  arrive  early  in  the  ensuing  month.  The 
banks  throughout  the  state  which  have  made  re- 
ports to  the  commissioners,  have  reduced  their  lia- 
bilities more  than  eleven  millions  of  dollars,  their 
loans  and  discounts  about  the  same  amount,  and 
their  circulation  from  about  nine  millions  of  dollars 
to  about  four  millions. 

The  banking  institutions  of  this  state  are  there- 
fore in  the  best  condition  for  a return  to  the  pay- 
ment of  specie,  and  appear  to  be  determined,  as 
they  certainly  should  be,  that  no  effort  on  their  part 
shall  be  wanting  to  place  the  state  and  its  business 
interests  in  the  most  desirable  position. 

The  reduction  of  discounts,  the  contraction  of 
circulation,  and  the  means  employed  to  procure  a 
supply  of  specie — all  rendered  necessary  in  pre- 
paring for  resumption — have  borne  heavily  upon 
almost  all  classes  ol  our  citizens,  and  been  particu- 
larly injurious  to  those  branches  of  business  which 
required  the  use  of  large  capitals,  or  depended  upon 
credit  for  success. 

Owing  to  causes  alluded  to  in  my  message  at  the 
opening  of  the  present  session,  our  constituents  in 
all  parts  of  the  state  shared  largely  in  the  distress- 
es which  preceded  and  immediately  followed  the 
suspension  of  specie  payments.  Such  was  the  case 
in^n  especial  manner  with  the  citizens  of  our 
great  commercial  emporium.  The  loss  of  about 
fifteen  millions  of  capital  by  the  fire  of  December, 
1835 — the  interruption  of  business  by  the  unparal- 
leled commercial  revulsion  which  soon  follow'ed 
that  disastrous  event — the  sudden  withdrawal  from 
deposite,  in  the  midst  of  all  this  depression,  often 
millions  of  public  money — all  having  occurred 
within  the  space  of  about  twenty-seven  months,  co- 
operate with  other  considerations  to  induce  the 
legislature  to  extend  its  aid  in  an  efficient  manner, 
if  it  should  become  necessary,  to  shield  our  insti- 
tutions from  threatened  hostility,  and  thereby  to 
protect  and  foster  the  general  interests  ,of  the  peo- 
ple. It  is  also  proper  to  remark,  that  about  three 
millions  of  the  amount  of  deposites  withdrawn  from 
the  banks  in  the  city  of  New  York,  were  appor- 
tioned to  the  several  counties  and  towns  in  the 
state,  and  loaned  to  the  citizens  thereof  under  the 
law  of  the  last  session  in  relation  to  the  surplus 
moneys  belonging  to  the  United  States. 

There  is  also  another  feature  in  the  case  present- 
ed by  the  depressed  state  of  business  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  which  should  not  pass  without  observa- 
tion. A large  portion  of  the  trade  of  that  city  is 
transacted  with  distant  sections  of  the  union.  The 
causes  which  have  operated  so  extensively  to  de- 
range the  general  currency  of  the  country,  have 
produced  the  most  serious  effects  in  the  states  south 
and  west.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  banks 
in  that  vast  and  important  region,  have  not  been 
influenced  in  an  equal  degree  by  the  considerations 
which  have  controlled  our  institutions  and  brought 
them  into  a sound  condition;  but  that,  on  the  con- 


trary, they  have  so  far  extended  their  issues  of  pa- 1 
per  a3  materially  to  diminish  its  value  and  render 
it  of  little  use  as  a medium  for  the  collection  of 
debts  due  to  our  citizens.  The  losses  by  the  course 
of  domestic  exchanges,  consequent  upon  the  great 
depreciation  in  the  value  of  southern  and  western 
bank  paper,  have  added  to  the  embarrassments  of 
our  merchants,  and  greatly  impaired  the  resources. 

Although  the  suspension,  ow'ingto  various  causes, 
has  operated  much  more  severely  in  some  places 
than  in  others,  it  must  be  regarded  as  a common 
calamity,  and  its  continuance  cannot  be  otherwise 
than  injurious  to  all  sections  of  the  country;  it  is 
therefore  to  be  regretted  that  all  sections  have  not 
felt  an  equal  solicitude  for  the  restoration  of  our 
currency  to  a sound  condition,  and  adopted  mea- 
sures equally  vigorous  for  producing  so  desirable  a 
result.  Such,  however,  has  not  been  the  course  of 
proceeding  on  the  part  of  all.  Indeed,  it  is  now 
no  longer  a matter  of  doubt  that  the  movement 
here,  in  relation  to  resuming  payments  in  specie, 
must  be  made  without  the  co-operation  of  any 
other  state. 

I have  not  been  able  to  discover  any  adequate 
reason  why  the  banks  in  some  of  the  o.her  states, 
and  particularly  in  the  Atlantic  cities,  could  not 
have  been  in  as  favorable  a condition  to  resume  as 
our  own.  The  main  causes  which  led  to  the  sus- 
pension have  for  some  time  ceased  to  operate,  and 
others  of  an  opposite  tendency  are  exerting  a bene- 
ficial influence  in  restoring  the  currency  to  a heath- 
ful state.  The  commercial  debt  abroad,  which  was 
large  at  the  period  of  suspension,  and  the  pressing- 
demand  for  which  was  one  of  the  principal  causes 
of  that  calamity,  is  now  mostly  paid  off  or  arranged; 
foreign  exchanges  are  decidedly  in  our  favor;  the 
precious  metals  instead  of  being  in  demand  for  ex- 
portation, are  coming  into  the  country  in  great 
abundance  from  every  quarter. 

In  a state  of  things  so  favorable  to  a general  re- 
sumption, it  can  scarcely  be  doubted  that  with  pro- 
per preparatory  measures  the  hanks  in  most  parts 
of  the  union,  if  they  had  been  in  concert,  or  with 
reference  to  the  general  prosperity  of  the  country, 
might  have  been  in  a situation  to  resume  specie  pay- 
ments as  early  as  the  period  fixed  on  for  that  pur- 
pose by  the  banks  of  tin's  state.  It  is  not  to  be  de- 
nied that  these  preparatory  measur  es,  whenever  re- 
sorted to,  must  lead  to  a temporary  increase  of  em- 
barrassments in  most  branches  of  business.  While 
one  place  or  section  of  the  country  submits  to  the 
sacrifices  which  result  from  these  unavoidable  mea- 
sures, for  the  prrrpose  of  removing  the  evils  of  a 
disordered  currency,  it  was  to  be  hoped  that  other 
parts  of  the  union  would  not  be  so  far  misled  by 
any  narrow'  views  of  temporary  and  local  interest, 
as  to  decline  the  like  sacrifices  and  refuse  a ready 
concurrence  in  a course  of  proceeding  so  essential 
to  the  general  prosperity. 

For  the  purposes  of  this  communication,  it  is  not 
important  to  determine  the  cause  or  the  motive  that 
has  influenced  the  conduct  of  those  institutions 
which  have  refused  to  co-operate  with  ours  in  the 
measure  of  resumption.  It  is  now  reduced  to  a 
moral  certainty  that  there  will  be  no  general  move- 
ment on  this  subject,  and  that  the  banks  of  this 
state  will  enter  into  that  measure  without  the  co- 
operation— and  I wish  I could  say  they  would  be 
permitted  to  maintain  themselves  in  it  without  the 
open  or  covert  hostility — of  those  which  cannot  or 
will  not  unite  with  them  or  immediately  follow  their 
example. 

The  suspension  law  of  the  last  session  expires  on 
the  16th  of  May  next,  and  the  banks  in  the  city  of 
New  York  have  determined  to  resume  thp  payment 
of  all  demands  against  them  in  specie  on  the  10th 
of  that  month.  The  country  banks  of  this  state 
are  prepared  to  take  the  same  step  at  the  same  time, 
and  all  classes  and  interests,  it  is  believed,  are  rea- 
dy to  aid  those  efforts  by  a generous  confidence  and 
approval.  T do  not  doubt  that  our  institutions  will 
sustain  themselves,  whatever  may  be  the  course 
pursued  by  the  banks  in  other  states;  but  the  effects 
of  this  measure  upon  the  business  concerns  of  the 
people  of  this  state,  will  depend  in  a great  degree 
upon  the  relation  in  which  our  banks  will  be  placed 
in  reference  to  those  in  other  parts  of  the  union; 
and  in  an  especial  manner  to  those  in  the  neighbor- 
ing Atlantic  cities.  If  all,  or  nearly  all  the  banks 
in  the  principal  commercial  places  had  resolved,  as 
it  was  anticipated  a short  time  since  they  would  do, 
to  resume  at  about  the  same  period,  ami  had  enter- 
ed upon  that  course  earnestly,  in  good  faith,  and 
with  kindly  feelings  towards  each  other,  they  W'ould 
have  met  with  few  difficulties;  they  might  probably 
have  expected  mutual  forbearance  in  any  emergen- 
cy— and  certainly  would  have  had  no  cause  to  fear 
hostility  from  any  source  whatever.  Vigorous  and 
united  efforts  among  themselves  would  have  accel- 
lerated  the  return  of  public  confidence,  and  with  it 
they  would  have  been  at  once  in  a condition  to 


dispense  those  accommodations  which  a wholesome 
state  of  business  requires. 

Until  very  recently,  it  was  generally  expected 
that  such  would  be  the  course  of  events.  It  was 
confidently  believed  that  the  period  of  general  re- 
sumption, at  least  throughout  the  eastern,  middle, 
and  some  of  the  western  states,  was  at  hand;  that 
it  would  be  the  beginning  of  an  auspicious  change 
in  our  pecuniary  affairs;  that  the  gioom  which  had 
so  long  been  gathering  and  thickening  over  the 
land  would  thereafter  gradually  disappear,  and  we 
should  be  cheered  by  a season  of  wonted  pros- 
perity. 

I regret  that  it  becomes  my  duty  to  announce  to 
you  that  these  pleasing  anticipations  are  not  likely 
to  be  realized,  and  to  exhibit  to  you  a much  less  in- 
viting prospect — a prospect  in  which  our  banks 
w'ill  not  only  have  to  commence  without- co-opera- 
tion in  the  resumption  of  specie  payments,  but  will, 
for  some  time  at  least,  have  to  stand  alone,  and 
struggle  not  only  with  the  inevitable  difficulties  of 
such  a measure,  but  with  others,  perhaps,  superadd- 
ed  to  them,  arising  from  the  condition,  and  possibly 
from  the  hostility  of  non-specie  paying  banks  in 
other  states. 

Surrounded  on  all  sides,  as  W'e  shall  be,  by  banks 
emitting  irredeemable  paper,  it  is  not  perhaps  un- 
charitable to  indulge  a fear  that  they  may  consult 
their  own  interest  by  making  eflorts  to  embarrass 
and  circumscribe  the  operations  of  our  institutions 
with  a view  of  securing  to  themselves  the  benefits 
of  an  extensive  circulation  of  their  bills  in  this 
state.  In  this  manner  we  may  be  deprived  of  a 
sufficient  supply  of  a sound  currency,  and  in  our 
necessities  be  forced  to  use  their  depreciated  paper 
and  thereby  minister  to  their  interest  while  they  are 
persisting,  contrary  to  good  policy  and  in  violation 
of  their  own  obligations,  in  holding  themselves  in 
an  irredeemable  state.  But  assuming,  as  it  is  pro- 
per perhaps  that  we  should  do,  that  the  refusal  of 
the  banks  of  other  states  to  unite  with  ours  in  re- 
suming, is  owing  to  a convention  on  their  part  that 
they  are  not  in  a condition  to  sustain  themselves  in 
that  measure,  they  will  undoubtedly  avail  them- 
selves of  the  means  which  the  resumption  in  this 
state  will  afl’ord  them,  to  recover  from  their  weak- 
ness, and  transfer  to  themselves  the  resources  which 
our  institutions  have,  at  considerable  expense,  pro- 
vided for  their  own  security.  Banks  that  persist  in 
issuing  an  irredeemable  currency  w ill  by  the  use  of 
it  be  enabled  to  possess  themselves  of  claims  against 
such  as  have  resumed,  and  by  exacting  specie  and 
refusing  to  pay  it  in  satisfaction  of  demands  against 
themselves,  they  will  be  enabled  to  impair  and 
eventually  exhaust  the  resources  of  the  latter  insti- 
tutions unless  they  circumscribe  within  narrow 
limitstheiraccommodations  tothe  public.  Situated 
as  our  banks  are  in  relation  to  those  in  the  Atlantic 
cities  which  have  announced  their  determination  to 
continue  the  issue  of  an  irredeemable  currency- — . 
considering  the  amount  of  their  capital  and  their 
immense  resources  and  the  probable  consequencesof 
a serious  attempt  by  them  confederated  and  co- 
operating in  favor  of  the  suspension  policy,  or  even 
by  the  United  States  Bank  of  Pennsylvania  alone, 
with  a capital  much  larger  than  the  aggregated 
capitals  of  all  the  banks  in  the  city  of  New  York — 
to  withdraw  the  specie  which  has  been  collected  by 
our  institutions  as  a necessary  preparatory  step  to 
resumption: — and  looking  to  the  deplorable  effects 
which  would  result  in  the  remote  contingency  of 
being  obliged  by  the  aggressions  of  the  non-specie 
paying  banks,  or  other  untoward  events,  to  suspend 
a second  time;  every  consideration  of  prudence 
will  induce  our  banks  to  proceed  with  the  utmost 
circumspection  and  to  confine  their  operations  with- 
in perfectly  safe  limits. 

If  there  were  no  other  object  to  answ'er  than  the 
success  of  the  attempt  to  resume,  the  subject  would 
be  presented  to  us  in  a much  less  imposing  aspect, 
and  interposition  by  the  legislature  might  not  be 
deemed  necessary;  but  if  the  banks  are  to  continue 
in  their  present  contracted  state  after  they  have  re- 
sumed, and  particularly  if  the  circumstances  to 
which  I have  alluded,  and  others  of  an  obvious 
character,  are  likely  to  require  further  contraction 
on  their  part,  very  few  indeed  of  the  benefits  which 
have  been  anticipated  from  a return  to  specie  pay- 
ments will  be  realized.  Though  they  discharge 
their  obligations  in  the  legal  currency,  if  they  con- 
tinue to  reduce  their  discounts,  or  if  they  do  not 
gradually  expand,  the  public  will  not  be  essentially 
relieved;  the  laboring  classes  will  look  in  vain  for 
their  accustomed  employment;  most  kinds  of  agri- 
cultural products  will  decline  in  price  ; our  manu- 
facturing establishments  cannot  be  put  in  successful 
operation;  various  branches  of  mechanical  business 
will  be  deprived  of  a wholesome  degree  of  encour- 
agement; trade  will  continue  in  its  present  depress- 
ed condition;  the  disorders  of  the  currency  will  be 
but  partially  removed,  and  the  immoral  practices 
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which  spring  from  such  disorders,  will  be  but  par- 
tially remedied. 

It  is  confidently  believed  that  the  interposition 
of  the  credit  of  the  state  in  case  an  emergency 
shall  arise  imperiously  demanding  a resort  to  such 
a measure,  would  give  success  to  the  efforts  now 
making  to  correct  the  numerous  evils  which  have 
arisen  from  the  present  deranged  and  vitiated  state 
of  our  currency,  and  it  appears  to  me  that  if  such 
would  be  its  effects,  there  should  be  no  hesitation 
on  the  part  of  the  legislature  in  applying  the  re- 
medy. The  benefits  of  such  an  interposition  would 
be  general,  inasmuch  as  it  would  contribute  in  no 
inconsiderable  degree  to  relieve  almost  all  branches 
of  business  from  depression,  and  all  classes  of  our 
citizens  from  the  inconveniences,  inseparable  from 
the  use  of  an  irredeemable  and  depreciated  paper. 

To  avoid  the  creation  of  a new  stock  for  the 
express  purpose  of  being  loaned  to  the  banks  for  a 
long  period,  I recommend  that  the  commissioners 
of  the  canal  fund  be  authorized  to  issue  stock, 
which  it  is  now  certain  will  become  necessary 
within  a few  years,  for  the  enlargement  of  the  Erie 
canal,  and  the  completion  of  the  Black  river  and 
Genesee  vallpy  canals,  and  if  the  apprehended  emer- 
gency should  arise  demanding  its  use,  to  loan  it  to 
the  banks,  requiring  of  them  "the  most  ample  secu- 
rity for  the  punctual  payment  of  the  interest,  and 
the  reimbursment  of  the  principal  from  time  to 
time,  as  the  money  may  be  wanted  in  the  progress 
of  these  works. 

The  amount  necessary  for  the  completion  of  these 
works,  will  exceed  the  sum  which  may  be  required, 
in  any  event  to  sustain  our  state  institutions  against 
hostile  attacks  from  whatever  quarter  they  may 
come,  and  to  enable  them  to  grant  such  assistance 
as  will  invigorate  all  branches  of  industry,  call  forth 
the  energies  of  the  state,  and  give  an  onward  move- 
ment to  its  business  concerns.  Although  intelligent 
merchants  and  bankers  are  of  opinion  that  it  will 
not  probably  be  necessary  to  use  the  credit  of  the 
state,  yet  it  may  be  otherwise,  and  the  recent  expo- 
sition of  the  views  and  policy  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  increases  the  apprehensions  that  a 
crisis  will  arise  in  which  the  credit  of  the  state  to 
some  extent  may  be  required.  With  a view  of 
making  ample  provision  for  anv  such  exigency,  1 
respectfully  recommend  that  authority  should  be 
given,  in  the  manner  suggested,  to  issue  stock  for 

the  contemplated  purpose  to  the  amount  of  six  or 
eight  millions  of  dollars.  Tins  recommendation 
does  not,  it  will  be  perceived,  promise  the  creation 
of  a stock,  and  eventually,  if  need  be,  the  raising 
of  money  expressly  for  sustaining  the  banks  in  the 
measure  of  resumption  and  retrieving  from  their 
present  depression  the  business  concerns  of  the 
people,  but  it  suggests  for  these  highly  important 
purposes,  that  the  moneys  which  it  is  known  will 
be  required  for  the  public  works  already  authorized 
by  law,  should  be  raised  a short  time  before  they 
are  wanted  for  expenditure.  It  is  by  no  means 
certain  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  use  the  power 
hereby  recommended  to  be  invested  in  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  canal  fund,  but  the  consequences 
which  would  result  to  the  state  at  large  in  case  the 
contingency  which  might  require  its  exercise  should 
happen  would  be  so  extremely  injurious,  that  I 
deem  it  expedient  that  the  measure  herein  suggest- 
ed, or  some  one  of  a similar  character,  should  be 
adopted. 

A new  interest  is,  in  my  opinion,  given  to  the 
subject  I have  presented,  'and  much  force  is  added 
to  the  considerations  in  favor  of  the  measure  I have 
recommended,  by  the  course  of  conduct  which  it 
is  the  avowed  intention  of  the  United  States  Bank 
of  Philadelphia  to  pursue  in  relation  to  the  resump- 
tion. Had  the  determination  to  oppose  a return  to 
specie  payments,  and  the  bold  avowal  of  the  policy 
of  maintaining  irredeemable  issues,  come  from  any 
other  quarter,  they  would  have  caused  much  less 
surprise  and  regret.  This  institution  has  a capital 
of  thirty-five  millions  of  dollars,  and  possesses  by 
the  terms  of  its  charter,  much  more  than  ordinary 
banking  powers  and  privileges — it  has  its  agencies 
and  long  established  business  connexions  in°almost 
every  state  in  the  union — it  enjoys  an  extensive 
credit,  not  only  in  this  country,  but  in  Europe;  and 
its  resources  derived  from  this  consideration  alone, 
are  immense,  it  most  confidently  relies,  as  appears 
by  the  language  or  its  president,  upon  the  subser- 
viency of  the  banks  of  ali  the  states  except  New 
York,  in  falling  into  its  views  and  co-operating  with 
it  in  carrying  "them  into  effect.  When  this  formi- 
dable power, — I believe  I am  warranted  in  saying 
this  formidable  combination  of  powers, — is  arrayed 
against  the  measure  of  resuming  specie  payments, 
and  has  become  the  open  champion  of  the  suspen- 
pension  policy,  and  the  advocate  of  an  irredeemable 
currency — when  it  is  publicly  announced  by  the 
president  of  the  United  States  Bank— the  central 
power,  as  it  may  be  called,  of  a confederation  of 


banking  institutions — that  the  uncertain  period  of 
resumption  must  be  delayed  until  the  accomplish- 
ment of  certain  pecuniary  operations  and  political 
objects  which  are  distinctly  shadowed  forth  in  his 
letter, — there  is  very  strong  reason  to  fear  that  the 
banks  of  this  state  will  not  be  permitted  to  pursue 
the  course  which  they  have  resolved  to  take  with- 
out encountering  more  than  the  intrinsic  difficulties 
o£  the  measure.  I am  confidently  persuaded  that  a 
vast  majority,  if  not  almost  the  entire  mass  of  our 
constituents,  are  opposed  to,  and  will  expect  their 
representatives  and  public  functionaries  to  resist, 
the  policy  put  forth  by  the  United  States  Bank,  of 
continuing  the  issue  of  an  irredeemable  currency. 
In  the  division  which  will  spring  from  the  extraor- 
dinary position  taken  upon  this  subject,  the  people 
of  this  state,  and  its  banking  institutions  will,  I 
trust,  be  found  among  the  friends  and  supporters  of 
a sound  currency — a currency  equivalent  in  value, 
to  the  legal  standard;  and  will  be  arrayed  against 
the  policy  of  continuing  the  issue  of  irredeemable 
paper.  To  carry  out  their  views  in  relation  to  this 
subject,  to  sustain  our  institutions  in  the  measure  of 
resumption,  and  to  put  an  end  to  the  evils  of  a de- 
based circulating  medium,  I cannot  doubt  that  they 
will  approve  of  the  interposition  by  the  legislature, 
in  the  manner  I have  suggested,  or  in  any  other 
more  efficient  manner  that  may  be  devised.  View- 
ing this  subject  in  reference  to  the  present  posture 
of  our  pecuniary  affairs,  to  the  embarrassment  in 
which  almost  all  branches  of  business  are  involved, 
and  especially  in  reference  to  the  attempt,  by  a for- 
midable moneyed  power,  to  prolong  the  suspension 
of  specie  payments  beyond  the  period  imposed  by 
necessity,  I believe  the  present  crisis  must  be  gen- 
erally regarded  as  one  in  which  it  is  “the  duty  of 
the  state  to  stand  forth  in  its  strength,  and  by  the 
use  of  its  credit  and  the  sanction  of  its  name,  to 
shield  its  institutions  and  its  citizens  from  harm.” 

I am  ready  to  co-operate  with  the  other  departments 
of  the  government  in  every  proper  effort  that  shall 
promise  such  a result. 

W.  L.  MARCY. 

Executive  Chamber,  ) 

Albany,  April  12,  1838.  S 

SYSTEM  OF  DEFENCE. 

In  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  April  10,  1838. 

The  resolution  offered  some  time  since  by  Mr. 
Davis,  calling  on  the  department  for  information  to 
enable  the  senate  to  determine  what  fortifications 
might  be  diminished  and  dispensed  with,  and 
whether  a system  of  defence,  by  the  aid  of  steam 
batteries,  would  not  be  more  economical  and  effi- 
cient than  the  present  sysem,  coming  up  for  con- 
sideration, 

Mr.  Davis  said  he  wished  to  offer  a few  words  of 
explanation,  though  the  resolutions  spoke  pretty 
distinctly  for  themselves.  They  looked  to  rather 
an  important  end,  and  he  desired,  therefore,  to  call 
to  them,  particularly,  the  attention  of  the  senate 
and  of  the  executive  department  of  the  govern- 
ment. 

The  government  was  now  in  want  of  funds,  run 
aground,  as  had  been  said  by  the  senator  from  Mis- 
souri. It  was  too  true  that,  notwithstanding  there 
had  lately  been  a great  surplus,  a treasury  full  to 
overflowing,  at  the  last  session  a loan  of  $10,000,- 
000  to  the  government  had  been  provided  for;  and 
now,  in  the  other  house,  a proposition  had  been 
brought  forward  for  a loan  of  $10,000,000  more, 
which,  in  all,  would  make  aloan  to  the  government 
of  $20,000,000  within  the  present  year.  This 
amount,  a short  time  ago,  would  have  been  con- 
sidered much  more  than  enough  for  the  annual  uses 
of  the  government;  but  it  seemed  that  it  was  now 
required  in  addition  to  the  current  revenue.  Mr. 

D.  however,  alluded  to  these  facts  to  show  that  the 
treasury  and  the  revenue  of  the  country  were  in  an 
embarrassed  condition,  and  that,  too,  when  the 
country  generally  was  atpeace  and  free  from  apub- 
lic  debt.  These  resolutions  were  designed  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  executive  department  of  the 
government  to  the  defences  of  the  Atlantic  fron- 
tier, for  the  purpose  of  an  examination,  to  ascer- 
tain what  might  be  done  in  regard  to  them,  in  the 
way  of  economy  as  well  as  efficiency.  When  those 
fortifications  were  commenced,  we  had  recently 
come  out  of  a war  with  Great  Britain,  in  which  the 
Atlantic  frontier  had  suffered  much  annoyance, 
commerce  having  been  obstructed,  and  some  small 
towns  destroyed,  and  others  menaced.  It  was, 
therefore,  felt  to  be  necessary  to  provide  for  the  de- 
fence Of  that  frontier;  and  it  might  be  said  that, 
fpeling  the  evils  of  that  war,  they  went  rather  to 
the  opposite  extreme  in  preparing  for  its  defence, 
that  it  might  notf  be  found  again  in  the  same  ex- 
posed condition.  A board  of  engineers  was  ap- 
pointed to  examine  the  coast,  and  report  to  govern- 
ment an  efficient  system  of  defence,  to  be  ready 
when  another  war  should  occur,  which  was  not  im- 


probable. This  board,  with  a distinguished  French 
engineer  at  its  head,  reported  a system  of  fortifica- 
tions, extensive  and  sufficiently  complete,  though 
to  say  that  it  would  aftord  entire  protection  would 
be  untrue.  The  first  class  of  fortifications  were  of 
stupendous  dimensions,  designed  to  protect  the 
large  towns  and  other  important  points  that  were 
most  assailable.  The  subordinate  classes  were  also 
on  a scale  proportionately  large.  Congress  em- 
braced this  system,  and  proceeded  to  carry  it  into 
effect. 

Mr.  D.  thought  it  was  now  important  to  look  at 
it.  Though  it  was  doubtless  best  that  the  country- 
should  be  well  protected  against  invasion,  he  had  at 
all  times  given  his  votes  to  sustain  this  system  with 
some  degree  of  reluctance,  under  the  belief  that  it 
was  an  overgrown  system.  He  had  now  before 
him  the  original  estimate  of  the  three  classes  of  for- 
tifications, and  he  found  that  the  engineers  esti- 
mated the  whole  cost  at  about  $18,000,000.  He 
had  the  curiosity  also  to  look  at  the  actual  expen- 
ditures on  those  forts  that  were  said  to  be  complet- 
ed, which  were  ten  or  twelve  in  number,  and  he 
found  that  their  construction  had  cost  just  about 
twice  as  much  as  was  originally  estimated  by  the 
engineers.  At  that  rate  this  system,  when  com- 
pleted, would  have  cost  at  least  $36,000,000;  and 
then  what  followed?  This  would  be  the  simple  ex- 
pense of  construction  alone;  they  must  subsequent- 
ly be  armed,  manned,  and  maintained. 

Twenty  years  had  now  nearly  elapsed  since  this 
process  was  commenced;  and  Mr.D.  asked  whether, 
during  that  time,  there  had  not  been  changes  in  the 
country  which  demanded  that  we  should  look  into 
the  system,  and  see  whether  it  ought  not  in  justice 
to  be  modified.  Mr.  D.  had  now  referred  to  steam 
as  a means  of  defence.  It  was  true  that  at  the  time 
when  the  system  was  adopted,  steam,  as  a means  of 
defence,  was  not  unknown;  it  was  experimented 
upon  to  some  extent,  but  it  was  not  so  matured  as 
to  be  very  materially  regarded  in  providing  for  the 
defence  of  this  frontier.  But  inquiry  into  this  sub- 
ject, and  the  employment  of  steam  in  the  civil  ma- 
rine, had  now  more  fully  developed  its  character, 
and  shown  that  it  could  be  employed  as  one  of  the 
most  effective  agents  in  the  defence  of  the  country. 
The  question,  therefore,  arose,  whether  there  ought 
not  to  be  some  modifications  in  the  present  system, 
and  whether  it  might  not  be  expedient  to  abandon 
some,  and  to  diminish  others  of  the  existing  and 
projected  fortifications. 

In  saying  this,  Mr.D.  by  no  means  wished  to 
lessen  the  efficiency  of  the  defences  of  the  coun- 
try; but  he  desired  that  there  should  be  no  unne- 
cessary expenditure  of  the  public  money;  and, 
above  all,  he  would  not  unnecessarily  lay  such 
foundations  as  would  render  it  necessary  or  expe- 
dient to  maintain  a large  standing  army.  The  force 
necessary  to  man  these  fortifications  was  set  down 
in  these  estimates  at  nearly  38,000  in  time  of  war, 
and  in  time  of  peace  at  about  5,000;  and  it  was  well 
known  that  subjects  of  this  sort  were  always  pre- 
sented to  congress  in  the  most  favorable  aspect;  and 
therefore  the  38,000  and  5,000  might  be  consider- 
ed as  the  minimum  numbers;  and  if  the  same  rule 
should  be  applied  as  was  found  applicable  to  the 
expenditures,  it  would  turn  out  that  the  numbers 
of  men  must  be  doubled.  But  at  least,  though  Mr. 
D.  did  not  pretend  to  accuracy  in  his  own  estimates 
on  this  subject,  he  knew  full  well  that  the  38,000 
and  5,000  men  were  put  down  as  the  smallest  num- 
bers. He  would  not  estimate  the  expense  of  main- 
taining these  men,  though  he  believed  it  was  placed 
by  the  department  at  about  $300  a year  for  each 
man.  But  it  was  not  for  that  particularly  that  he 
objected  to  a standing  army;  and  he  meant  in  no 
way  to  disparage  our  troops  in  saying  that  a stand- 
ing army  was  in  its  very  nature  uncongenial  to  our 
institutions.  Its  sympathies  were  of  course  with 
the  government,  and  not  with  the  people;  it  drew 
its  support  out  of  the  treasury,  and  its  sympathies 
would  follow  the  power  that  directly  maintained  it. 

It  would  therefore  be  effectively  in  the  hands  of 
the  government;  and,  whenever  the  government 
chose  to  turn  it  to  its  own  purposes,  it  might  turn 
it  against  the  people  themselves  and  the  liberties  of 
the  country;  and  his  having  the  power  to  do  so 
made  it  a dangerous  engine  in  the  hands  of  the 
executive  of  a free  government.  The  institution 
of  the  militia  was  of  revolutionary  origin;  and,  al- 
though it  had  been  ridiculed,  yet  it  must  be  regard- 
ed, by  every  cautious  friend  of  republican  princi- 
ples, as  the  only  safe  force  for  a free  people,  because 
the  citizen  soldier  was  the  only  one  that  could  be 
relied  on  for  the  support  of  liberty.  On  these  ac- 
counts, especially?  it  was  very  desirable  (hat  the 
number  of  standing  troops  for  the  defence  of  the 
country  should  be  as  small  as  was  possibly  consist- 
ent with  its  safety. 

Mr.  D.  had  said  in  the  outset  that  the  treasury 
was  embarrassed,  and  all  admitted  that  it  was  so 
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There  had  been,  long  ago,  a call  for  great  econo- 
my, for  limited  expenditures,  for  a general  reform; 
and  yet  had  there  been  any  sort  of  reform  in  the 
expenditures?  And  if  there  had  been,  where  was 
it?  The  administration  of  Mr.  Adams  was  de- 
nounced for  its  prodigality,  for  the  great  number  of 
its  officers,  for  its  extravagant  expenditures  of  mo- 
ney; and  if  all  this  could  have  been  shown,  Mr.  D. 
would  have  gone  into  any  company  to  correct  the 
evil.  But  had  the  expenditures  of  the  government 
been  ever  diminished,  in  any  branch  of  public  ser- 
vice? Had  the  number  of  its  officers  been  ever  re- 
duced? Had  a system  of  reform  been  carried  out 
in  any  manner?  If  so,  Mr.  D.  had  never  been 
aware  of  it.  The  blue  book  would  show  that  the 
number  of  officers  had,  on  the  contrary,  been  great- 
ly increased.  Nor  had  their  salaries  been  dimin- 
ished. Mr.  D.  was  not  aware  that  the  salary  of 
one  individual  among  them  had  been  diminished 
for  the  last  nine  years;  on  the  contrary,  he  knew, 
and  every  gentleman  who  heard  him  knew,  that 
whenever  the  subject  was  touched  at  all  in  congress 
their  salaries  had  been  raised,  and  that  in  very 
many  instances.  There  was,  then,  no  great  reform 
in  all  this.  Mr.  Adam’s  administration  had  expend- 
ed about  $12,000,000,  annually,  and  in  1836-’7  the 
expenditure  had  risen  to  more  than  $30,000,000  a 
year. 

Mr.  D.  was  at  an  utter  loss  how  to  see  where 
there  had  been  any  reform  or  retrenchment.  He 
hoped  for  something  from  this  matter,  if  such  an- 
swers were  made  as  he  had  reason  to  expect  to  the 
resolutions.  He  hoped  for  a saving  in  this  branch 
of  the  expenditures,  if  the  information  came  in  sea- 
son to  be  used  when  the  appropriation  bills  should 
come  under  consideration. 

Mr.  D.  proceeded  to  show,  in  detail,  the  great 
advantages  that  might  be  expected  from  the  use  of 
steam-batteries,  especially  in  keeping  the  enemy’s 
ships  of  war  out  of  our  bays  and  sounds,  keeping 
our  commerce  open,  and  our  towns  and  villages 
more  free  from  danger  and  alarm.  He  urged,  also, 
that  Great  Britain,  by  using  them  on  her  part, 
would  ultimately  compel  us  to  use  them,  willing  or 
not,  which  we  might  do  with  great  comparative 
advantage,  having  the  means  and  the  materials  at 
hand  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  while  their  depots 
must  be  at  Halifax  and  Bermuda.  He  insisted  that 
it  was  high  time  for  the  government  to  enter  into 
an  inquiry  on  this  subject  with  zeal  and  earnest- 
ness. 

He  said  we  all  remembered  how  the  population 
of  Chesapeake  bay  were  harassed,  the  shipping  de- 
stroyed, the  trade  upon  this  great  inland  through- 
fare  completely  cut  up,  by  British  vessels  that  had 
possession  of  this  highway,  while  we  had  no  means 
of  resisting  their  depredations.  To  obviate  this, 
we  had  built  two  fortifications  at  an  outlay  of  from 
three  to  four  millions,  to  secure  Hampton  Roads, 
but  these  did  not  shut  an  enemy  out  of  the  bay. 
They  only  served  as  a place  of  refuge  for  our  own 
vessels,  and  this  was  a great  point  gained.  If  we 
now  added  a small  fleet  of  heavy  armed  steamers  to 
the  defence  of  this  water,  no  vessel  or  vessels 
would  dare  enter  it,  whatever  might  be  their  force, 
for  if  they  should  be  becalmed  or  come  to  anchor, 
or  become  incapable  of  being  worked  from  any 
cause,  they  must  be  sacrificed  to  even  a single  bat- 
tery, that  choose  its  own  position,  and  destroy 
them,  while  it  would  be  little  exposed  to  danger. 
The  hazard,  therefore,  of  entering  bays  and  interior 
waters  against  such  a force  was  so  imminent  that 
few  would  incur  it,  unless  aided  by  steam.  If, 
therefore,  we  relied  more  on  this  kind  of  defence 
and  less  on  large  fortifications,  our  internal  trade 
would  be  left  to  its  free,  uninterrupted  action,  and 
we  should  enjoy  all  the  vast  benefits  of  it  in  time 
of  war,  and  the  inhabitants  and  their  property 
would  cease  to  be  molested.  This  kind  of  force 
had  at  all  times  this  great  advantage;  it  could  be 
suddenly  concentrated  and  be  brought  to  bear  with 
all  its  power  where  emergencies  called  for  it. 

And  in  regard  to  Long  Island  sound,  one  end  of 
it  was  closed  in,  with  the  exception  of  the  narrow 
passage  of  East  river,  while  the  other  was  too  wide 
open  to  be  fortified;  and  what  was  the  conse- 
quence? The  British  had  entered  the  sound  with 
their  ships  of  war,  and  blockaded  the  whole  adja- 
cent coast,  had  confined  the  vessels  in  the  ports, 
and  stopped  the  intercourse,  so  that  while  flour 
could  not  be  sold  here  and  at  Baltimore,  in  the  east 
it  brought  $16,  and  could  hardly  be  procured  at  all, 
because  it  had  to  be  transported  by  land;  whereas, 
if  steam  batteries  had  been  used,  the  way  would 
probably  have  been  kept  open.  • Mr.  D.  had  little 
hesitation  in  saying  that  a few  batteries  of  this  sort 
would  afford  more  effectual  protection  than  any 
system  of  protection  which  could  be  employed. 
Fortifications  were  also  necessarry  for  the  protec- 
tion of  these  batteries  themselves,  and  the  defence 
of  the  important  points  of  the  country,  but  with  the 


steam  batteries  they  would  be  immensely  more  ef- 
fective, so  as  to  drive  the  enemy  out  of  our  waters, 
and  force  them  to  sea,  where  they  could  not  live, 
except  at  a distance  from  the  coast.  This  would 
be  a great  advantage,  and  give  the  greatest  possible 
security  to  the  country. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Benton  the  resolu- 
tion was  agreed  to. 


MR.  WEBSTER’S  SPEECH, 

In  answer  to  Mr.  Calhoun — March  22,  1838. 

On  Thursday,  the  22d  of  March,  Mr.  Calhoun  de- 
livered the  speech  which  was  published  in  our  last,  in 
answer  to  Mr.  Webster’s  speech  of  March  12.  When 
he  had  concluded,  Mr.  Webster  immediately  rose,  and 
addressed  the  senate  as  follows: 

Mr.  President:  I came  rather  late  to  the  senate  this 
morning,  and  happening  to  meet  a friend  on  the  ave- 
nue, I was  admonished  oy  him  to  hasten  my  steps,  as 
“the  war  was  to  be  carried  into  Africa,”  and  I was  ex- 
pected to  be  annihilated.  I lost  no  time  in  following 
the  advice,  sir,  since  it  would  be  awkward  for  one  to 
be  annihilated  without  knowing  any  thing  about  it. 

Well,  sir,  the  war  has  been  brought  into  Africa.  The 
honorable  member  has  made  an  expedition  into  regions 
as  distant  from  the  subject  of  this  debate  as  the  orb  of 
Jupiter  is  from  that  of  our  earth.  He  has  spoken  of  the 
tariff',  of  slavery,  and  of  the  late  war.  Of  all  this  I do 
not  complain.  On  the  contrary,  if  it  be  his  pleasure  to 
allude  to  all,  or  any  of  these  topics,  for  any  purpose 
whatever,  I am  ready  at  all  times  to  hear  him. 

Sir,  this  carrying  the  war  into  Africa,  which  has  be- 
come so  common  a phrase  among  us,  is,  indeed,  imi- 
tating a great  example;  but  it  is  an  example  which  is 
not  always  followed  by  success.  In  the  first  place,  sir, 
every  man,  though  he  be  a man  of  talent  and  genius, 
is  not  a Scipio;  and  in  the  next  place,  as  I recollect  this 
part  of  Roman  and  Carthagenian  history — the  gentle- 
man may  be  more  accurate — butas  I recollect  it,  when 
Scipio  resolved  upon  carrying  the  war  into  Africa, 
Hannibal  was  not  at  home.  Now,  sir,  I am  very  little 
like  Hannibal,  but  I am  at  home;  and  when  Scipio 
Africanus  Siuth  Carolinaensis  brings  the  war  into  my 
territories,  I shall  not  leave  their  defence  to  Asdrubal, 
nor  Syphax,  nor  any  body  else.  I meet  him  on  the 
shore,  at  his  landing,  and  propose  but  one  contest, 
“Concurritur; 

“Aut  cita  mors,  aut  victoria  beta.’’ 

Mr.  President,  I had  made  up  my  mind  that  if  the 
honorable  gentleman  should  coniine  himself  to  a reply, 
in  the  ordinary  way,  1 would  not  say  another  syllable. 
Bu  t he  has  not  done  so.  He  has  gone  off  into  subjects 
quite  remote  from  all  connexion  with  revenue,  com- 
merce, finance,  or  sub-treasuries,  and  invites  to  a dis- 
cussion which,  however  uninteresting  to  the  public  at 
the  present  moment,  is  too  personal  to  be  declined  by 
me. 

He  says,  sir,  that  I had  undertaken  to  compare  my 
political  character  and  conduct  with  his.  Far  from  it. 
I attempted  no  such  thing.  I compared  the  gentleman’s 
political  opinions  at  different  times,  with  one  another, 
and  expressed  decided  opposition  to  those  which  he 
now  holds.  And  I did,  certainly,  advert  to  the  gen- 
eral tone  and  drift  of  the  gentleman’s  sentiments  and 
expressions,  for  some  years  past,  in  their  bearing  on 
the  union,  with  such  remarks  as  I thought  they  deserv- 
ed; but  I instituted  no  comparison  between  him  and 
myself.  He  may  institute  one,  if  he  pleases,  and  when 
he  pleases.  Seeking  nothing  of  this  kind,  I avoid 
nothing.  Let  it  be  remembered,  that  the  gentleman 
began  the  debate  by  attempting  to  exhibit  a contrast 
bet.veen  the  present  opinions  and  conduct  of  my 
friends  and  myself,  and  our  recent  opinions  and  con- 
duct. Here  is  the  first  charge  of  inconsistency;  let  the 
public  judge  whether  he  has  made  it  good.  He  says, 
sir,  that  on  several  questions  I have  taken  different 
sides,  at  different  times;  let  him  show  it.  If  he  shows 
any  change  of  opinion,  J shall  be  called  on  to  give  a 
reason,  and  to  account  for  it.  I leave  it  to  the  country 
to  say  whether,  as  yet,  he  has  shown  any  such  thing. 

But,  sir,  before  attempting  that,  he  has  something 
else  to  say.  He  had  prepared,  it  seems,  to  draw  com- 
parisons himself.  He  had  intended  to  say  something, 
if  time  had  allowed!  Sir,  time  does  allow — time  must 
allow.  A general  remark  of  that  kind  ought  not  to 
be,  cannot  be,  left  to  produce  its  effect,  when  that  ef- 
fect is  obviously  intended  to  be  unfavorable.  Why  did 
the  gentleman  allude  to  my  votes,  or  my  opinions,  res- 
pecting the  war,  at  all,  unless  he  had  something  to 
say?  Does  he  wish  to  leave  an  undefined  impression 
that  something  was  done,  or  something  said,  by  me, 
not  now  capable  of  defence  or  justification?  something 
not  reconcileable  with  true  patriotism?  He  means  that, 
or  nothing.  And  now,  sir,  let  him  bring  the  matter 
forth:  let  nim  take  the  responsibility  of  the  accusation: 
let  him  state  his  facts.  I am  here  to  answer:  I am 
here,  this  day,  to  answer.  Now  is  the  time,  and  now 
the  hour.  I think  we  read,  sir,  that  one  of  the  good 
spirits  would  not  bring  against  the  arch  enemy  of  man- 
kind a raffing  accusation:  and  what  is  raffing,  but  gen- 
eral reproach — an  imputation,  without  fact,  time,  or 
circumstance?  Sir,  I call  for  particulars.  The  gen- 
tleman knows  my  whole  conduct  well:  indeed,  the 
journals  show  it  all,  from  the  moment  I came  into  con- 
gress till  the  peace.  If  I have  done,  then,  sir,  any 
thing  unpatriotic — any  thing  which,  as  far  as  love  to 
country  goes,  will  not  bear  comparison  with  his,  or  any 
man’s  conduct — let  it  now  be  stated.  Give  me  the 
fact,  the  time,  the  manner.  He  speaks  of  the  war; 
that  which  we  call  the  late  war,  though  it  is  now  twen- 


ty-five years  since  it  terminated.  He  woutd  leave  an 
impression  that  I opposed  it.  How?  I was  not  in 
congress  when  war  was  declared,  nor  in  public  life, 
anywhere,  I was  pursuing  my  profession,  and  keeping 
company  with  judges,  sheriffs,  and  jurors,  and  plain- 
tiffs and  defendants.  If  I had  been  in  congress,  and 
had  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  hearing  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman’s speeches,  for  all  I can  say,  I might  have  con- 
curred with  him.  But  I was  not  in  public  life.  I never 
had  been,  for  a single  hour;  and  was  in  no  situation, 
therefore,  to  oppose  or  to  support  the  declaration  of 
war.  I am  speaking  to  the  fact,  sir;  and  if  the  gentle- 
man, has  any  fact,  let  us  know  it. 

Well,  sir,  I came  into  congress  during  the  war.  I 
found  it  waged,  and  raging.  And  what  did  I do  here 
to  oppose  it?  Look  to  the  journals.  Let  the  honorable 
gentleman  tax  his  memory.  Bring  up  any  thing,  if 
there  be  any  thing  to  bring  up — not  showing  error  of 
opinion,  but  showing  want  of  loyalty  or  fidelity  to  the 
country.  I did  not  agree  to  all  that  was  proposed,  nor 
did  the  honorable  gentleman.  I did  not  approve  of 
every  measure,  nor  did  he. 

The  war  had  been  preceded  by  the  restrictive  sys- 
tem and  the  embargo.  As  a private  individual,  I cer- 
tainly did  not  think  well  of  these  measures.  It  ap- 
peared to  me  the  embargo  annoyed  us  as  much  as  our 
enemies,  while  it  destroyed  the  business  and  cramped 
the  spirits  of  the  people. 

In  this  opinion  I may  have  been  right  or  wroug,  but 
the  gentleman  was  himself  of  the  same  opinion.  He 
told  us,  the  other  day,  as  a proof  of  his  independence 
of  party,  on  great  qnestions,  that  he  differed  with  his 
friends  on  the  subject  of  the  embargo.  He  was  de- 
cidedly and  unalterably  opposed  to  it.  It  furnishes,  in 
his  judgment,  therefore,  no  imputation  either  on  my 
patriotism,  or  the  soundness  of  my  political  opinions, 
that  I was  opposed  to  it  also.  I mean  opposed  in  opin- 
ion: for  I was  not  in  congress,  and  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  act  creating  the  embargo.  And  as  to  opposi- 
tion to  measures  for  carrying  on  the  war,  after  I came 
into  congress,  I again  say,  let  the  gentleman  specify — 
let  him  lay  his  finger  on  any  thing,  calhng  for  an  an- 
swer, and  he  shall  have  an  answer. 

Mr.  President,  you  were  yourself  in  the  house  during 
a considerable  part  of  this  time.  The  honorable  gen- 
tleman may  make  a witness  of  you.  He  may  make  a 
witness  of  any  body  else.  He  may  be  his  own  witness. 
Give  us  but  some  tact,  some  charge,  something  capa- 
ble in  itself  either  of  being  proved  or  disproved.  Prove 
any  thing,  not  consistent  with  honorable  and  patriotic 
conduct,  and  I am  ready  to  answer  it.  Sir,  1 am  glad 
this  subject  has  been  alluded  to,  in  a manner  which  jus- 
tifies me  in  taking  public  notice  of  it;  because  I am 
well  aware  that,  tor  ten  years  past,  infinite  pains  have 
been  taken  to  find  something,  in  the  range  of  these 
topics,  which  might  create  prejudice  against  me  in  the 
countiy.  The  journals  have  all  been  pored  over,  and 
the  reports  ransacked,  and  scraps  of  paragraphs  and 
half  sentences  have  been  collected,  put  together  in  the 
falsest  manner,  and  then  made  to  flare  out,  as  if  there 
had  been  some  discovery.  But  all  this  failed.  The 
next  resort  was  to  supposed  correspondence.  My  let- 
ters were  sought  for,  to  learn  if,  in  the  confidence  of 
private  friendship,  I had  never  said  any  thing  which  an 
enemy  could  make  use  of.  With  this  view,  the  vicinity 
of  my  former  residence  has  been  searched,  as  with  a 
lighted  candle.  New  Hampshire  has  been  explored, 
from  the  mouth  of  the  Merrimack  to  the  White  Hills. 
In  one  instance  a gentleman  had  left  the  state,  gone 
five  hundred  miles  off,  and  died.  His  papers  were  ex- 
amined, a letter  was  found,  and  I have  understood  it 
was  brought  to  Washington,  a conclave  was  held  to 
consider  it,  and  the  result  was,  that  if  there  was  not!  ing 
else  against  Mr.  Webster,  the  matter  had  better  be  let 
alone.  Sir,  I hope  to  make  every  body  of  that  opinion 
who  brings  against  me  a charge  of  want  of  patriotism. 
Errors  of  opinion  can  be  found,  doubtless,  on  many 
subjects;  but  as  conduct  flows  from  the  feelings  which 
animate  the  heart,  I know  that  no  act  of  my  life  has 
had  its  origin  in  the  want  of  ardent  love  of  country. 

Sir,  when  I came  to  congress,  I found  the  honorable 
gentleman  a leading  member  of  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives. Well,  sir,  in  what  did  we  differ?  One  of  the 
first  measures  of  magnitude,  after  I came  here,  was 
Mr.  Dallas’  proposition  for  a bank.  It  was  a war 
measure.  It  was  urged  as  being  absolutely  necessary 
to  enable  government  to  carry  on  the  war.  Govern- 
ment wanted  revenue — such  a bank  it  was  hoped 
would  furnish  it  and  on  that  account  it  was  warmly 
pressed  and  urged  on  congress.  You  remember  all 
this,  Mr.  President.  You  remember  how  much  some 
persons  supposed  the  success  of  the  war  and  the  salva- 
tion ot  the  countiy  depended  on  carrying  that  measure. 
Yet  the  honorable  member  from  South  Carolina  op- 
posed thfs  bill.  He  now  takes  to  himself  a good  deal 
of  merit— none  too  much,  but  still  a good  deal  of  merit, 
for  having  defeated  it.  Well,  sir,  I agreed  with  him. 
It  was  a mere  paper  bank — a mere  machine  for  fabri- 
cating irredeemable  paper.  It  was  a new  form  for  pa- 
per money;  and,  instead  of  benefitting  the  country,  I 
thought  it  would  plunge  it  deeper  and  deeper  in  diffi- 
culty. I made  a speech  on  the  subject;  it  has  often 
been  quoted.  There  it  is;  let  whoever  pleases  read  and 
examine  it.  I am  not  proud  of  it  for  any  ability  it  ex- 
hibits; on  the  other  hand,  I am  not  ashamed  of  it,  for 
the  spirit  which  it  manifests.  But,  sir,  I say  again,  the 
gentleman  himself  took  the  lead  against  this  measure — 
mis  darling  measure  of  the  administration.  I followed 
him;  if  I was  seduced  into  error,  or  into  unjustifiable 
opposition,  there  sits  my  seducer. 

What  sir,  were  other  leading  sentiments,  or  leading 
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measures  of  that  day?  Oil  what  other  subjects  did 
men  differ  ? The  gentleman  has  adverted  to  one,  and 
that  a mast  important  one;  I mean  the  navy.  He 
says,  and  says  truly,  that  at  the  commencement  of  the 
war  the  navy  was  unpopular.  It  was  unpopular  with 
his  friends,  who  then  controlled  the  politics  of  the  coun- 
try. But  he  says  he  differed  with  his  friends;  in  this 
respect  he  resisted  party  influence  and  party  connex- 
ion, and  was  the  friend  and  advocate  of  tne  navy.  Sir, 
I commend  him  for  it.  He  showed  his  wisdom.  That 
gallant  little  navy  soon  fought  itself  into  favor,  and 
showed  that  no  man,  who  had  placed  reliance  on  it, 
had  been  disappointed. 

Well,  sir,  in  all  this,  I was  exactly  of  the  same  opin- 
ion as  the  honorable  gendeman. 

Sir,  I do  not  know  when  my  opinion  of  the  impor- 
tance of  a naval  force  to  the  United  States  had  its  ori- 
gin. I can  give  no  date  to  my  sentiments  on  this  sub- 
ject, because  I never  entertained  different  sentiments. 
I remember,  sir,  that  immediately  after  coming  into 
my  profession,  at  a period  when  the  navy  was  most 
unpopular,  when  it  was  called  by  all  sorts  of  hard 
names,  and  designated  by  many  coarse  epithets,  on 
one  of  those  occasions,  on  which  j'oung  men  address 
their  neighbors,  I ventured  to  put  forth  a boy’s  hand  in 
defence  of  the  navy.  I insisted  on  its  importance,  its 
adaptation  to  our  circumstances,  and  to  our  national 
character;  and  its  indispensable  necessity,  if  we  intend- 
ed to  maintain  and  extend  our  commerce.  These 
opinions  and  sentiments  I brought  into  congress;  and, 
so  far  as  I remember,  it  was  the  first,  or  among  the 
first  times,  in  which  I presumed  to  speak  on  the  topics 
of  the  day,  that  I attempted  to  urge  on  the  house  a 
greater  attention  to  the  naval  service.  There  were 
divers  modes  of  prosecuting  the  war.  On  these  modes, 
or  on  the  degree  of  attention  and  expense  which  should 
be  bestowed  on  each,  different  men  held  different  opin- 
ions. I confess  I looked  with  most  hope  to  the  results 
of  naval  warfare,  and  therefore  I invoked  government 
to  invigorate  and  strengthen  that  arm  of  the  national 
defence.  I invoked  it  to  seek  its  enemies  upon  the 
seas — to  go  where  every  auspicious  indication  pointed, 
and  where  the  whole  heart  and  soul  of  the  country 
would  go  with  it. 

Sir,  we  were  at  war  with  the  greatest  maritime  pow- 
er on  earth.  England  had  gained  an  ascendancy  on 
the  seas  over  the  wnole  combined  powers  of  Europe. 
She  had  been  at  war  twenty  years.  She  had  tried  her 
fortunes  on  the  continent,  but  generally  with  no  suc- 
cess. At  one  time,  the  whole  continent  had  been  closed 
against  her.  A long  line  of  armed  exterior,  an  unbro- 
ken hostile  array,  frowned  upon  her  from  the  gulf  of 
Archangel,  round  the  promonotory  of  Spain  and  Portu- 
gal, to  the  foot  of  the  boot  of  Italy.  There  was  not  a 
port  which  an  English  ship  could  enter.  Every  where 
on  the  land  the  genius  of  her  great  enemy  had  tri- 
umphed. He  had  defeated  armies,  crushed  coalitions, 
ana  overturned  thrones;  but,  like  the  fabled  giant,  he 
was  unconquerable  only  while  he  touched  the  land.  On 
the  ocean,  he  was  powerless.  That  field  ol  fame  was 
his  adversary’s,  and  her  meteor  flag  was  streaming  in 
triumph  all  over  it. 

To  her  maritime  ascendancy,  England  owed  every 
thing,  and  we  were  now  at  war  with  her.  One  of  the 
most  charming  of  her  poets  has  said  of  her,  that 
“Her  march  is  o’er  the  mountain  wave, 

“Her  home  is  on  the  deep.” 

Now,  sir,  since  we  were  at  war  with  her,  I was  for  in- 
tercepting this  march;  1 was  for  calling  upon  her,  and 
paying  our  respects  to  her  at  home;  I was  for  giving  her 
to  know  that  we,  too,  had  a right  of  way  over  the  seas, 
and  that  our  marine  officers  and  our  sailors  were  not 
entire  strangers  on  the  bosom  of  the  deep;  I was  for 
doing  something  more  with  our  navy,  than  to  keep  it 
on  our  shores,  for  the  protection  of  our  own  coasts  and 
our  own  harbors;  I was  for  giving  play  to  its  gallant  and 
burning  spirit;  for  allowing  it  to  go  forth  upon  the  seas, 
and  to  encounter,  on  an  open  and  an  equal  field,  what- 
ever the  proudest  or  the  bravest  of  the  enemy  could 
bring  against  it.  I knew  the  character  of  its  officers, 
and  the  spirit  of  its  seamen;  and  I knew  that,  in  their 
hands,  though  the  flag  of  the  country  might  go  down 
to  the  bottom,  while  they  went  with  it,  yet  that  it  could 
never  be  dishonored  or  disgraced. 

Since  she  was  our  enemy — -and  a most  powerful  ene- 
my—I vyas  for  touching  her,  if  we  could,  in  the  very 
apple  of  her  eye;  for  reaching  the  highest  feather  in  her 
cap;  for  clutching  at  the  very  brightest  jewel  in  her 
crown.  There  seemed  to  me  to  be  a peculiar  propriety 
in  all  this,  as  the  war  was  undertaken  for  the  redress  of 
maritime  injuries  alone.  It  was  a war  declared  for 
free  trade  and  sailors’  rights.  The  ocean,  therefore, 
was  the  proper  theatre  for  deciding  this  controversy 
with  our  enemy,  and  on  that  theatre  my  ardent  wish 
was,  that  our  own  power  should  be  concentrated  to  the 
utmost. 

So  much,  sir,  for  the  war,  and  for  my  conduct  and 
opinions  as  connected  with  it.  And,  as  I do  not  mean 
to  recur  to  this  subject  often,  nor  ever,  unless  indispen- 
sably necessary,  I repeat  the  demand  for  any  charge, 
any  accusation,  any  allegaton  whatever,  that  throws 
me  behind  the  honorable  gentleman,  or  behind  any 
other  man,  in  honor,  in  fidelity,  in  devoted  love  to  that 
country  in  which  I was  born,  which  has  honored  me, 
and  which  I serve,  I,  who  seldom  deal  in  defiance, 
now,  here,  in  my  place,  boldly  defy  the  honorable 
member  to  put  his  insinuation  in  the  form  of  a charge, 
and  to  support  that  charge  by  any  proof  whatever. 

The  gentleman  has  adverted  to  the  subject  of  slavery. 
On  this  subject,  he  says,  I have  not  proved  myself  a 


friend  to  the  south.  Why,  sir,  the  only  proof  is,  that  I 
did  not  vote  for  his  resolutions. 

Sir,  this  is  a very  grave  matter;  it  is  a subject  very 
exciting  and  inflammable.  I take,  of  course,  all  the 
responsibility  belonging  to  my  opinions;  but  I desire 
these  opinions  to  be  understood,  and  fairly  stated.  If  I 
am  to  be  regarded  as  an  enemy  to  the  south,  because 
I could  not  support  the  gentleman’s  resolutions,  be  it  so. 
I cannot  purchase  favor  from  any  quarter,  by  the  sacri- 
fice of  clear  and  conscientious  convictions.  The  prin- 
cipal resolution  declared  that  congress  had  plighted  its 
faith,  not  to  interfere,  either  with  slavery  or  the  slave- 
trade,  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Now,  sir,  this  is  quite  a new  idea.  I never  heard  it 
advanced  until  this  session.  I have  heard  gentlemen 
contend  that  no  such  power  was  in  the  constitution; 
but  the  notion,  that  though  the  constitution  contained 
no  prohibition,  yet  that  congress  had  plighted  its  faith, 
not  to  exercise  such  a power,  is  an  entire  novelty,  so 
far  as  I know.  I must  say,  sir,  it  appeared  to  me  little 
else  than  an  attempt  to  put  a prohibition  into  the  con- 
stitution, because  there  was  none  there  already.  For 
this  supposed  plighting  of  the  public  faith,  or  tne  faith 
of  congress,  I saw  no  ground,  either  in  the  history  of 
the  government,  or  in  anyone  fact,  or  in  any  argument. 
I therefore  could  not  vote  for  the  proposition. 

Sir,  it  is  now  several  years  since  I took  care  to  make 
my  opinion  known,  that  this  government  has,  consti- 
tutionally, nothing  to  do  with  slavery,  as  it  exists  in  the 
states.  That  opinion  is  entirely  unchanged.  I stand 
steadily  by  the  resolution  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives, adopted,  after  much  consideration,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  government — which  was,  that  con- 
gress have  no  authority  to  interfere  in  the  emancipation 
of  slaves,  or  in  the  treatment  of  them,  within  any  of  the 
states;  it  remaining  with  the  several  states  alone  to  pro- 
vide any  regulations  therein,  which  humanity  and  true 
policy  may  require.  This,  in  my  opinion,  is  the  con- 
stitution, and  the  law.  I feel  bound  by  it.  I have 
quoted  the  resolution  often.  It  expresses  the  judgment 
of  men  of  all  parts  of  the  country,  deliberately  formed, 
in  a cool  time;  and  it  expresses  my  judgment,  and  I 
shall  adhere  to  it.  But  this  has  nothing  to  do  with 
the  other  constitutional  question;  that  is  to  say,  the 
mere  constitutional  question,  whether  congress  has  the 
power  to  regulate  slavery  and  the  slave-trade  in  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

On  such  a question,  sir,  when  I am  asked  what  the  con- 
stitution is,  or  whether  any  power  granted  by  it  has  been 
compromised  away;  or,  indeed,  could  be  compromised 
away — I must  express  my  honest  opinion,  and  always 
shall  express  it,  if  I say  any  thing,  notwithstanding  it 
may  not  meet  concurrence  either  in  the  south,  or  the 
north,  or  the  east,  or  the  west.  I cannot  express,  by  my 
vote,  what  I do  not  believe. 

He  has  chosen  to  bring  that  subject  into  this  debate, 
with  which  it  has  no  concern,  but  he  may  make  the 
most  of  it,  if  he  thinks  he  can  produce  unfavorable  im- 
pressions on  the  south,  from  my  negative  to  his  fifth  re- 
solution. As  to  the  rest  of  them,  they  were  common- 
places, generally,  or  abstractions;  in  regard  to  which, 
one  may  well  not  feel  himself  called  on  to  vote  at  all. 

And  now,  sir,  in  regard  to  the  tariff.  That  is  a long 
chapter,  but  I am  quite  ready  to  go  over  it  with  the 
honorable  member. 

He  charges  me  with  inconsistency.  That  may  de- 
pend on  deciding  what  inconsistency  is,  in  respect  to 
such  subjects,  and  now  it  is  to  be  proved.  I will  state 
the  facts,  for  I have  them  in  my  mind  somewhat  more 
fully  than  the  honorable  member  has  himself  presented 
them.  Let  us  begin  at  the  beginning.  In  1816,  I voted 
against  the  tariff  law,  which  then  passed.  In  1824,  I 
again  voted  against  the  tariff  law,  which  was  then  pro- 
posed, and  which  passed,  A majority  ol  New  Eng- 
land votes,  in  1824,  was  against  the  tariff  system.  The 
bill  received  but  one  vote  from  Massachusetts;  but  it 
passed.  The  policy  was  established;  New  England 
acquiesced  in  it;  conformed  her  business  and  pursuits 
to  it;  embarked  her  capital,  and  employed  her  labor,  in 
manufactures;  and  I certainly  admit  that,  from  that 
time,  I have  felt  bound  to  support  interests  thus  called 
into  being,  and  into  importance,  by  the  settled  policy 
of  the  government.  I have  stated  this  often  here,  and 
often  elsewhere.  The  ground  is  defensible,  and  I 
maintain  it. 

As  to  the  resolutions  adopted  in  Boston,  in  1820,  and 
which  resolutions  he  has  caused  to  be  read,  and  which 
he  says  he  presumes  I prepared,  I have  no  recollection 
of  having  drawn  the  resolutions,  and  do  not  believe  I 
did.  But  I was  at  the  meeting,  and  addressed  the 
meeting,  and  what  I said  on  that  occasion  has  been 
produced  here,  and  read  in  the  senate  years  ago. 

The  resolutions,  sir,  were  opposed  to  the  commenc- 
ing of  a high  tariff  policy,  I was  opposed  to  it,  and 
spoke  against  it — the  city  of  Boston  was  opposed  to  it 
— the  commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  was  opposed  to 
it.  Remember,  sir,  that  this  was  in  1820.  This  oppo- 
sition continued  till  1824.  The  votes  all  show  this.  But 
in  1824,  the  question  was  decided;  the  government  en- 
tered upon  the  policy;  it  invited  men  to  embark  their 
jroperty  and  their  means  of  living  in  it.  Individuals 
rave  done  this  to  a great  extent;  and,  therefore,  I say, 
so  long  as  the  manufactures  shall  need  reasonable  and 
just  protection  from  government,  I shall  be  disposed  to 
give  it  to  them.  What  is  there,  sir,  in  all  this,  for  the 
gentleman  to  complain  of?  Would  he  have  us  always 
oppose  the  policy,  adopted  by  the  country,  on  a great 
question?  Would  he  have  minorities  nevor  submit  to 
the  will  of  majorities? 

I remember  to  have  said,  sir,  at  the  meeting  in  Fane- 
uil  hall,  that  protection  appeared  to  be  regarded  as  in- 


cidental to  revenue,  and  that  the  incident  could  not  be 
carried  fairly  above  the  principal:  in  other  words,  that 
duties  ought  not  to  be  laid  for  the  mere  object  of  pro- 
tection. I believe  that  was  substantially  correct.  I be- 
lieve that  if  the  power  of  protection  be  inferred  only 
from  the  revenue  power,  the  protection  could  only  be 
incidental. 

But,  I have  said  in  this  place  before,  and  I repeat 
now,  that  Mr.  Madison’s  publication,  after  that  period, 
and  his  declaration  that  the  convention  did  intend  to 
grant  the  power  of  protection,  under  the  commercial 
clause,  placed  the  subject  in  a new  and  clear  light.  I 
will  add,  sir,  that  a paper  drawn  up  by  Dr.  Franklin, 
and  read  by  him  to  a circle  of  friends  in  Philadelphia, 
on  the  eve  of  the  assembling  of  the  convention,  re- 
specting the  powers  which  the  proposed  new  govern- 
ment ought  to  possess,  shows,  perfectly  plain,  that,  in 
regulating  commerce,  it  was  expected  congress  would 
adopt  a course,  which  should,  to  some  degree,  protect 
the  manufactures  of  the  north.  He  certainly  went  into 
the  convention  himself  under  that  conviction. 

Well,  sir,  and  now  what  does  the  gentleman  make 
out  against  me  in  relation  to  the  tariff'?  What  laurels 
does  he  gather  in  this  part  of  Africa?  I opposed  the 
policy  of  the  tariff,  until  it  had  become  the  settled  and 
established  policy  of  the  country.  I have  never  ques- 
tioned the  constitutional  power  of  congress  to  grant 
protection,  except  so  far  as  the  remark  goes,  made  in 
Faneuil  hall,  which  remark  respects  only  the  length  to 
which  protection  might  properly  be  carried,  so  far  as 
the  power  is  derived  from  the  authority  to  lay  duties  on 
imports.  But  the  policy  being  established,  and  a great 
part  of  the  country  having  placed  vast  interests  at  stake 
in  it,  I have  not  disturbed  it;  on  the  contrary,  I have 
insisted  that  it  ought  not  to  be  disturbed.  If  there  be 
inconsistency  in  all  this,  the  gentleman  is  at  liberty  to 
blazon  it  forth;  let  him  see  what  he  can  make  of  it. 

Here,  sir,  I cease  to  speak  of  myself;  and  respect- 
fully ask  pardon  of  the  senate  for  having  so  long  de- 
tained it,  upon  any  thing  so  unimportant  as  what  re- 
lates merely  to  my  own  public  conduct  and  opinions. 

Sir,  the  honorable  member  is  pleased  to  suppose  that 
our  spleen  is  excited,  because  he  has  interfered  to  snatch 
from  us  a victory  over  the  administration.  If  he  means 
by  this  any  personal  disappointment,  I shall  not  think 
it  worth  while  to  make  a remark  upon  it.  If  he  means 
a disappointment  at  his  quitting  us  while  we  were  en- 
deavoring to  arrest  the  present  policy  of  the  adminis- 
tration, why,  then,  I admit,  sir,  that  I,  for  one,  felt  that 
disappointment  deeply.  It  is  the  policy  of  the  adminis- 
tration, its  principles,  and  its  measures,  which  I oppose. 
It  is  not  persons,  but  things;  not  men,  but  measures. 

I do  wish,  most  fervently,  to  put  an  end  to  this  anti- 
commercial  policy;  and  if  the  overthrow  of  the  policy 
shall  be  followed  by  the  political  defeat  of  its  authors, 
why,  sir,  it  is  a result  which  I shall  endeavor  to  meet 
with  equanimity. 

Sir,  as  to  the  honorable  member’s  rescuing  the  vic- 
tory from  us,  or  as  to  his  ability  to  sustain  the  adminis- 
tration in  this  policy,  there  may  be  a drachm  of  a scru- 
ple about  that.  I trust  the  citadel  will  yet  be  stormed, 
and  carried,  by  the  force  of  public  opinion,  and  that  no 
Hector  will  be  able  to  defend  its  walls. 

But  now,  sir,  I must  advert  to  a declaration  of  the 
honorable  member,  which,  I confess,  did  surprise  me. 
The  honorable  member  says  that,  personally,  he  and 
myself  have  been  on  friendly  terms,  but  that  we  always 
differed  on  great  constitutional  questions!  Sir,  this  is 
astounding.  And  yet  I was  partly  prepared  for  it;  for 
I sat  here  the  other  day,  and  held  my  breath,  while  the 
honorable  gentleman  declared  and  repeated,  that  he 
always  belonged  to  the  state  rights  party!  And  he 
means,  by  what  he  has  declared  to-day,  that  he  has  al- 
ways given  to  the  constitution  a construction  more 
limited,  better  guarded,  less  favorable  to  the  extension 
of  the  powers  of  this  government,  than  that  which  I 
have  given  to  it.  He  has  always  interpreted  it  accord- 
ing to  the  strict  doctrine  of  the  school  of  state  rights! 
Sir,  if  the  honorable  member  ever  belonged,  until  very 
lately,  to  the  state  rights  party,  the  connexion  was  very 
much  like  a secret  marriage.  And  never  was  secret 
better  kept.  Not  only  were  the  espousals  not  acknow- 
ledged, but  all  suspicion  was  avoided.  There  was  no 
known  familiarity,  or  even  kindness  between  them. — 
On  the  contrary,  they  acted  like  parties  who  were  not 
at  all  fond  of  each  other’s  company. 

Sir,  is  there  a man,  in  my  hearing,  among  all  the  gen- 
tlemen now  surrounding  us,  many  of  whom,  of  both 
houses,  have  been  here  many  years,  and  know  the 
gentleman  and  myself  perfectly;  is  there  one,  who  ever 
heard,  supposed,  or  dreamed,  that  the  honorable  mem- 
ber belonged  to  the  state  rights  party  before  the  year 
1825?  Can  any  such  connexion  be  proved  upon  him — 
can  he  prove  it  upon  himself,  before  that  time? 

Sir,  I will  show  you,  before  I resume  my  seat,  that  it 
was  not  until  after  the  gentleman  took  his  seat  in  the 
chair  which  you  now  occupy,  that  any  public  mani 
festation,  or  intimation,  wrns  ever  given  by  him,  of  his 
having  embraced  the  peculiar  doctrines  of  the  state 
rights  party. 

The  truth  is,  sir,  the  honorable  gentleman  had  acted 
a very  important  and  useful  part  during  the  war.  But 
the  war  terminated.  Toward  the  close  of  the  session 
of  1314— ’ 15,  we  received  the  news  of  peace.  This  clos- 
ed the  13th  congress.  In  the  fell  of  1815,  the  14th  con-  I 
gress  assembled.  It  was  full  of  ability,  and  the  honor- 
able gentleman  stood  high  among  its  distinguished 
members.  He  remained  m the  house,  sir,  through  the 
whole  of  that  congress;  and  now,  sir,  it  is  easy  to  be 
shown,  that,  during  those  two  years,  the  honorable 
gentleman  took  a decided  lead,  in  all  those  great  mea-  i 
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sures,  which  he  has  since  so  often  denounced,  as  un- 
constitutional and  oppressive — the  bank,  the  tariff,  and 
internal  improvements.  The  war  being  terminated, 
the  gentleman’s  mind  turned  itself  toward  internal  ad- 
ministration and  improvement.  He  surveyed  the  whole 
country,  contemplated  all  its  resources,  saw  what  it  was 
capable  of  becoming,  and  held  a political  faith,  not  so 
narrow  and  contracted  as  to  restrain  him  from  useful 
and  efficient  action.  He  was,  therefore,  at  once,  a full 
length  ahead  of  all  others,  in  measures,  which  were  na- 
tional, and  which  required  a broad  and  liberal  con- 
struction of  the  constitution.  This  is  historic  truth.  Of 
his  agency  in  the  bank,  and  other  measures  connect- 
ed with  the  currency,  I have  already  spoken,  and  I do 
not  understand  him  to  deny  any  thing  I have  said,  in 
that  particular.  Indeed,  I have  said  nothing  capable 
of  denial. 

Now  allow  me  a few  words  upon  the  tariff.  The 
tariff  of  1816  was  distinctly  a South  Carolina  measure. 
Look  at  the  votes,  and  you  will  see  it.  It  was  a tariff 
for  the  benefit  of  South  Carolina  interests,  and  carried 
through  congress  by  South  Carolina  votes,  and  South 
Carolina  influence.  Even  the  minimum , sir,  the  so- 
much-reproached,  the  abominable  minimum,  that  sub- 
ject of  so  much  angry  indignation  and  wrathful  rheto- 
ric, is  of  southern  origin,  and  has  a South  Carolina 
parentage. 

Sir,  the  contest  on  that  occasion,  was  chiefly  between 
the  cotton-growers  at  home,  and  the  importers  of  cot- 
ton fabrics  from  India.  These  India  fabrics  were  made 
from  the  cotton  of  that  country.  The  people  of  this 
country  were  using  cotton  fabrics,  not  made  of  Ameri- 
can cotton,  and,  so  far,  they  were  diminishing  the  de- 
mand for  such  cotton.  The  importation  of  India  cot- 
tons was  then  very  large,  and  this  bill  was  designed  to 
put  an  end  to  it,  and,  with  the  help  of  the  minimum,  it 
did  put  an  end  to  it.  The  cotton  manufactures  of  the 
north  were  then  in  their  infancy.  They  had  some 
friends  in  congress,  but  if  I recollect,  the  majority  of 
Massachusetts  members  and  of  New  England  mem- 
bers were  against  this  cotton  tariff  of  1816.  I remem- 
ber well,  that  the  main  debate  was,  between  the  im- 
porters of  India  cottons  in  the  north,  and  ‘he  cotton- 
growers  of  the  south.  The  gentleman  cannot  deny  the 
truth  of  this,  or  any  part  of  it.  Boston  opposed  this 
tariff,  and  Salem  opposed  it,  warmly  and  vigorously. 
But  the  honorable  member  supported  it,  and  the  law 
passed.  And  now  be  it  always  remembered,  sir,  that 
that  act  passed  on  the  professed  ground  of  protection: 
that  it  had  in  it  the  minimum  principle,  and  that  the  hon- 
orable member  and  other  leading  gentlemen  from  his 
own  state  supported  it,  voted  for  it,  and  carried  it 
through  congress. 

And  now,  sir,  we  come  to  the  doctrine  of  internal 
improvement — that  other  usurpation,  that  other  oppres- 
sion, which  has  come  so  near  to  justifying  violent  abrup- 
tion of  the  government,  and  scattering  the  fragments  of 
the  union  to  the  four  winds.  Have  the  gentleman’s 
state-rights  opinions  always  kept  him  aloof  from  such 
unhallowed  infringements  of  the  constitution?  He  says 
he  always  differed  with  me  on  constitutional  questions. 
How  was  it  in  this  most  important  particular?  Has  he 
here  stood  on  the  ramparls,  brandishing  his  glittering 
sword  against  assailants,  and  holding  out  a banner  of 
defiance?  Sir — sir — sir — it  is  an  indisputable  truth, 
that  he  is  himself  the  man — the  ipse  that  first  brought 
forward,  in  congress,  a scheme  of  general  internal  im- 
provement, at  the  expense,  and  under  the  authority  of 
this  government.  He,  sir,  is  the  very  man,  the  ipsissi- 
mus  ipse,  who,  considerately,  and  on  a settled  system, 
began  these  unconstitutional  measures,  if  they  be  un- 
constitutional. And  now  for  the  proof. 

The  act  incorporating  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
was  passed  in  April,  1816.  For  the  privileges  of  the 
charter,  the  proprietors  of  the  bank  were  to  pay  to  go- 
vernment a bonus,  as  it  was  called,  of  one  million  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  in  certain  instalments.  Go- 
vernment also  took  seven  millions  in  the  stock  of  the 
bank.  Early  in  the  next  session  of  congress— that  is,  in 
December,  1816 — the  honorable  member  moved,  in  the 
house  of  representatives,  that  a committee  be  appointed 
to  consider  the  propriety  of  setting  apart  this  bonus,  and 
also  the  dividends  on  the  stock  belonging  to  the  United 
States,  as  a permanent  fund  for  internal  improvement. 
The  committee  was  appointed,  and  the  honorable  mem- 
ber was  made  its  chairman.  He  thus  originated  the 
plan,  and  took  the  lead  in  its  execution.  Shortly  after- 
wards, he  reported  a bill  carrying  out  the  objects  for 
which  the  committee  had  been  appointed.  This  bill 
provided  that  the  dividends  on  the  seven  millions  of 
bankstock  belonging  to  government,  and  also  the  whole 
of  the  botius,  should  be  permanently  pledged,  as  a fund 
for  constructing  roads  and  canals;  and  that  this  fund 
should  be  subject  to  such  specific  appropriations  as  con- 
gress might  thereafter  make. 

This  was  the  bill;  and  this  wras  the  first  project  ever 
brought  forward,  in  congress,  for  a system  of  internal 
improvements.  The  bill  goes  the  whole  doctrine,  at  a 
single  jump.  The  Cumberland  road,  it  is  true,  was  al- 
ready in  progress;  and  for  that  the  gentleman  had  also 
voted.  But  there  were,  and  are  now,  peculiarities  about 
that  particular  expenditure,  which  sometimes  satisfy 
scrupulous  consciences;  but  this  bill  of  the  gentleman’s, 
without  equivocation  or  saving  clause — without  if,  or 
and,  or  but — occupied  the  whole  ground  at  once,  and 
announced  internal  improvement  as  one  of  the  objects 
of  this  government,  on  a grand  and  systematic  plan. 
This  bill,  sir,  seemed  indeed  too  strong.  It  was  thought 
by  persons  not  esteemed  extremely  jealous  of  state 
rights,  to  evince,  nevertheless,  too  little  regard  to  the  will 
of  the  states.  Several  gentlemen  opposed  the  measure, 


in  that  shape,  on  that  account;  and  among  them  colonel  1 
Pickering,  then  one  of  the  representatives  from  Massa- 
chusetts. Even  Timothy  Pickering  could  not  quite 
sanction,  nor  concur  in,  the  honorable  gentleman’s  doc- 
trines, to  their  full  extent,  although  he  favored  the  mea- 
sure in  its  general  character.  He,  therefore,  prepared 
an  amendment,  as  a substitute;  and  his  substitute  pro- 
vided for  two  very  important  things,  not  embraced  in 
the  original  bill: 

First,  that  the  proportion  of  the  fund  to  be  expended 
in  each  state,  respectively,  should  be  in  proportion  to 
the  number  of  its  inhabitants; 

Second,  that  the  money  should  be  applied  in  con- 
structing such  roads,  canals,  &c.  in  the  several  states, 
as  congress  might  direct,  with  the  assent  of  the  stale. 

This,  sir,  was  Timothy  Pickering’s  amendment  of 
the  honorable  gentleman’s  bill.  And  now,  sir,  how  did 
the  honorable  gentleman,  who  has  always  belonged  to 
the  state-rights  party,  how  did  he  treat  this  amendment, 
or  this  substitute?  Which  way,  do  you  think,  his  state- 
rights  doctrine  led  him?  Why,  sir,  I will  tell  you.  He 
immediately  rose,  and  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
“with  the  assent  of  the  state!"  Here  is  the  journal  un- 
der my  hand,  sir;  and  here  is  the  gentleman’s  morion. 
And  certainly,  sir,  it  will  be  admitted,  that  this  motion 
was  not  of  a nature  to  intimate  that  he  had  become 
wedded  to  state  rights.  But  the  words  were  not  strick- 
en out.  The  motion  did  not  prevail.  Mr.  Pickering’s 
substitute  was  adopted,  and  the  bill  passed  the  house  in 
that  form. 

In  committee  of  the  whole  on  this  bill,  sir,  the  honor- 
able member  made  a very  able  speech,  both  on  the  pol- 
icy of  internal  improvements,  and  the  power  of  congress 
over  the  subject.  Those  points  were  fully  argued  by 
him.  He  spoke  of  the  importance  of  the  system;  the 
vast  good  it  would  produce,  and  its  favorable  effect  on 
the  union  of  the  states.  “Let  as,  then,’’  said  he,  “bind 
the  republic  together,  with  a perfect  system  of  roads  and 
canals.  Let  us  conquer  space.  It  is  thus  the  mostdis- 
tan.  parts  of  the  republic  will  be  brought  within  a few 
days’  travel  of  the  centre;  it  is  thus  that  a citizen  of  the 
west  will  read  the  news  of  Boston  still  moist  from  the 
press.” 

But,  on  the  power  of  congress  to  make  internal  im- 
provements; ay,  sir,  on  the  power  of  congres,  hear  him! 
What  were  then  his  rules  of  construction  and  interpre- 
tation? How  did  he  at  ‘hat  time  read  and  understand 
the  constitution?  Why,  sir,  he  said  that  “he  was  no 
advocate  for  refined  arguments  on  the  constitution. 
The  instrument  was  not  intended  as  a thesis  for  the 
logician  to  exercise  his  ingenuity  on.  It  ought  to  be 
construed  with  plain  good  sense.”  This  is  all  very 
just,  I think,  sir;  and  he  said  much  more.  He  quoted 
many  instances  of  laws,  passed,  as  he  contended,  on 
similar  principles,  and  then  added,  that  “he  introduced 
these  instances  to  prove  the  uniform  sense  of  congress 
and  of  the  country,  (for  they  had  not  been  objected  to,) 
as  to  our  powers;  and  surely,”  said  he,  “they  furnish 
better  evidence  of  the  true  interpretation  of  the  consti- 
tution than  the  most  refined  and  subtle  arguments.” 
Here,  you  see,  Mr.  President,  how  little  original  I am. 
You  have  heard  me,  again  and  again,  contending  in 
my  place  here  for  the  stability  of  that  which  has  been 
long  settled;  you  have  heard  me,  till  I dare  say  you  have 
been  tired,  insisting  that  the  sense  of  congress,  so  often 
expressed,  and  the  sense  of  the  country,  so  fully  known, 
and  so  firmly  established,  ought  to  be  regarded  as  hav- 
ing decided,  finally,  certain  constitutional  questions. 
You  see  now,  sir,  what  authority  I have  for  this  mode 
of  argument.  But  while  the  scholar  is  learning,  the 
teacher  renounces.  Will  he  apply  his  doctrine  now — 
I sincerely  wish  he  would — to  the  question  of  the  bank, 
to  the  question  of  the  receiving  of  bank  notes  by  gov- 
ernment, to  the  power  of  congress  over  the  paper  cur- 
rency? Will  he,  sir,  will  he  admit  that  these  ought  to 
be  regarded  as  decided,  by  the  settled  sense  of  the  con- 
gress of  the  country?  Oh,  no.  Far  otherwise.  From 
these  rules  of  judgment,  and  from  the  influence  of  all 
considerations  of  this  practical  nature,  the  honorable 
member  now  takes  these  questions  with  him  into  the 
upper  heights  of  metaphysics,  into  the  regions  of  these 
refinements  and  subtle  arguments  which  he  rejected 
with  so  much  decision  in  1817,  as  appears  by  this 
speech.  He  quits  his  old  ground  of  common  sense, 
experience,  and  the  general  understanding  of  the  coun- 
try, for  a flight  among  theories  and  abstractions. 

And  now,  sir,  let  me  ask,  when  did  the  honorable 
member  relinquish  these  early  opinions  and  principles 
of  his?  When  did  he  make  known  his  adhesion  to 
the  doctrines  of  the  state-rights  party?  We  have  been 
speaking  of  transactions  in  1816  and  1817.  What  the 
gentleman’s  opinions  then  were,  we  have  seen.  But 
when  did  he  announce  himself  a state-rights  man?  I 
have  already  said,  sir,  that  nobody  knew  of  his  claiming 
that  character  until  after  the  commencement  of  1825; 
and  I have  said  so,  because  1 have  before  me  an  ad- 
dress of  his  to  his  neighbors  of  Abbeville,  in  May  of 
that  year,  in  which  he  recounts,  very  properly,  the  prin- 
cipal incidents  in  his  career,  as  a member  of  congress, 
and  as  head  of  a department;  and  in  which  he  says  that, 
as  a member  of  congress,  he  had  given  his  zealous  ef- 
forts in  favor  of  a restoration  of  specie  currency;  of  a 
due  protection  of  those  munufactures  which  had  taken 
root  during  the  war,  and,  finally,  of  a system  for  con- 
necting the  various  parts  of  the  country  by  a judicious 
system  of  internal  improvement. 

And  he  adds,  that  it  afterwards  became  his  duty,  as  a 
member  of  the  administration,  to  aid  in  sustaining, 
against  the  boldest  assaults,  those  very  measures, 
which,  as  a member  of  congress,  he  had  contributed  to 
establish. 


And  now,  sir,  since  the  honorable  gentleman  says  he 
differed  from  me  on  constitutional  questions,  will  he  be 
pleased  to  say  what  constitutional  opinion  I have  ever 
expressed,  for  which  I have  not  his  express  authority? 

Is  it  on  the  bank  power?  the  tariff  power?  the  power  of 
internal  improvement?  I have  shown  his  votes,  his 
speeches,  and  his  conduct,  on  all  these  subjects,  up  to 
the  time  when  general  lackson  became  a candidate  for 
the  presidency.  From  that  time,  sir,  I know  we  have 
differed;  but  if  there  was  any  difference  before  that 
time,  I call  upon  him  to  point  it  out — what  was  the  oc- 
casion, what  the  question,  and  what  the  difference? 
And  if,  before  that  period,  sir,  by  any  speech,  any  vote, 
any  public  proceeding,  or  by  any  other  mode  of  an- 
nouncement whatever,  he  gave  the  world  to  know  that 
he  belonged  to  the  state-rights  party,  I hope  he  will  now 
be  kind  enough  to  produce  it,  or  to  refer  to  it,  or  to  tell 
us  where  we  may  look  for  it 

Sir,  I will  pursue  this  topic  no  further.  I would  not 
have  pursued  it  so  far — I would  not  have  entered  upon 
it  at  all — had  it  not  been  for  the  astonishment  I felt, 
mingled,  I confess,  with  something  of  warmer  feeling, 
when  the  honorable  gentleman  declared  that  he  had 
always  differed  from  me  on  constitutional  questions. 

Sir,  the  honorable  member  read  a quotation  or  two 
from  a speech  of  mine  in  1816,  on  the  currency  or 
bank  question.  With  what  intent,  or  to  what  end? 
What  inconsistency  does  he  show?  Speaking  of  the 
legal  currency  of  the  country,  that  is,  the  coin,  I then 
said  it  was  in  a good  state.  Was  not  that  true?  I was 
speaking  of  the  legal  currency;  of  that  which  the  law 
made  a tender.  And  how  is  that  inconsistent  with  any 
thing  said  by  me  now,  or  ever  said  by  me? 

I declared  then,  he  says,  that  the  framers  of  this  go- 
vernment were  hard-money  men.  Certainly  they  were. 
But,  are  not  the  friends  of  a convertible  paper  fiard- 
moneymen,  in  every  practical  and  sensible  meaning  of 
the  term?  Did  I,  in  that  speech,  or  ony  other,  insist  on 
excluding  all  convertible  paper  from  the  uses  of  so- 
ciety? Most  assuredly  I did  not.  I never  quite  so  far 
lost  my  wits,  I think.  "There  is  but  a single  sentence  in 
that  speech  which  I should  qualify,  if  I were  to  deliver 
it  again — and  that  the  honorable  member  has  not  no- 
ticed. It  is  a paragraph  respectimr  the  power  of  con- 
gress over  the  circulation  of  state  banks,  which  might, 
perhaps,  need  explanation  or  correction.  Understand- 
ing it  as  applicable  to  the  case  then  before  congress,  all 
the  rest  is  perfectly  accordant  with  my  present  opin- 
ions. It  is  well  known  that  I never  doubted  the  power 
of  congress  to  create  a bank;  that  I was  always  in  favor 
of  a bank,  constituted  on  proper  principles;  that  I voted 
for  the  bank  bill  of  1815,  and  opposed  that  of  1816  only 
on  account  of  one  or  two  of  its  provisions,  which  I-  and 
others  hoped  to  be  able  to  strike  out.  I am  a hard- 
money  man,  and  always  have  been,  and  always  shall 
be.  But  I know  the  great  use  of  such  bank  paper  as  is 
convertible  into  hard-money,  on  demand;  which  may 
be  called  specie,  paper,  and  which  is  equivalent  to  spe- 
cie in  value,  and  much  more  convenient  and  useful. 

On  the  other  hand,  I abhor  all  irredeemable  paper; 
all  old-fashioned  paper  money;  all  deceptive  promises; 
every  thing,  indeed,  in  the  shape  of  paper  issued  for  cir- 
culation, whether  by  government  or  individuals,  which 
may  not  be  turned  into  specie  at  the  will  of  the  holder. 

But,  sir,  I have  insisted  that  government  is  bound  to 
protect  and  regulate  the  means  of  commerce,  to  see 
that  there  is  a sound  currency  for  the  use  of  the  people. 

The  honorable  gentleman  asks,  what  then  is  the 
limit?  Must  congress  also  furnish  all  means  of  com- 
merce? Must  it  furnish  weights,  and  scales,  and  steel- 
yards? Most  undoubtedly,  sir,  it  must  regulate  weights 
and  measures;  and  it  does  so.  But  the  answer  to  the 
general  question  is  very  obvious.  Government  must 
furnish  all  that  which  none  but  government  can  furnish. 
Government  must  do  that  for  individuals  which  indivi- 
duals cannot  do  for  themselves.  That  is 'the  very  end 
of  government.  Why,  else,  have  we  a government? 
And  can  individuals  make  a currency?  Can  indini- 
duals  regulate  money?  The  distinction  is  as  broad  and 
plain  as  Pennsylvania  avenue.  No  man  can  mistake 
it,  or  well  blunder  out  of  it.  The  gentleman  asks  if  go- 
vernment must  furnish  for  the  people  ships,  and  boats, 
and  wagons.  Certainly  not.  The  gentleman  here  only 
recites  the  president’s  message  of  September.  These 
things,  and  all  such  things,  the  people  can  furnish  for 
themselves;  but  they  cannot  make  a currency;  they 
cannot,  individually,  decide  what  shall  be  the  money  of 
the  country.  That,  every  body  knows,  is  one  of  the 
prerogatives  and  one  of  the  duties  of  government;  and 
a duty  which  I think  we  are  most  unwisely  neglecting. 
We  may  as  well  leave  the  people  to  make  war  and  to 
make  peace,  each  man  for  himself,  as  io  leave  indivi- 
duals the  regulation  of  commerce  and  currency. 

Mr.  President,  there  are  other  remarks  of  the  gentle- 
man of  which  I might  take  notice.  But,  should  I do 
so,  I should  only  repeat  what  I have  already  said,  either 
now  or  heretofore.  I shall,  therefore,  not  now  allude  to 
them. 

My  principal  purpose,  in  what  I have  said,  has  been: 
first,  to  defend  myself— that  was  my  first  object;  and 
next,  as  the  honorable  member  has  attempted  to  take  to 
himself  the  character  of  a strict  constructionist,  and  a 
state-rights  man,  and  on  that  basis  to  show  a difference, 
not  favorable  to  me,  between  his  constitutional  opin- 
ions and  my  own,  heretofore,  it  has  been  my  intention 
to  show  that  the  power  to  create  a bank,  the  power  to 
regulate  the  currency  by  other  and  direct  mean.-,  the 
power  to  lay  a protecting  tariff,  and  the  power  of  inter- 
nal improvement,  in  its  broadest  sense,  are  all  powers 
which  the  honorable  gentleman  himself  has  supported, 
' has  acted  on,  and  in  the  exercise  of  which,  indeed. 
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he  has  taken  a distinguished  lead  in  the  councils  of  con- 
gress. 

If  this  has  been  done,  my  purpose  is  answered.  I do 
not  wish  to  prolong  the  discussion,  nor  to  spin  it  out  into 
a colloquy.  If  ihe  honorable  member  has  any  thing  new 
to  bring  forward;  if  he  has  any  charge  to  make — any 
proof,  or  any  specification;  if  he  has  any  thing  to  ad- 
vance against  my  opinion  or  my  conduct,  my  honor  or 
patriotism,  I am  still  at  home.  I am  here.  II  not,  then, 
so  far  as  I am  concerned,  this  discussion  will  here  ter- 
minate. 

I will  say  a few  words,  before  I resume  my  seat,  on 
the  motion  now  pending.  That  motion  is,  to  strike  out 
the  specie-paving  part  of  the  bill.  I have  a suspicion, 
sir,  that  the  motion  will  prevail.  If  it  should,  it  will  leave 
a great  vacuum;  and  how  shall  that  vacuum  be  filled? 

The  part  proposed  to  be  struck  out,  is  that  which  re- 
quires all  debts  to  government  to  be  paid  in  specie.  It 
makes  a good  provision  for  government,  and  for  public 
men,  through  all  classes.  The  secretary  of  the  treasuiw, 
in  his  letter,  at  the  last  session,  was  still  more  watchful 
of  the  interest  of  the  holders  of  office.  lie  assured  us, 
bad  as  the  times  were,  and  notwithstanding  the  floods 
of  bad  paper  which  deluged  the  country,  members  of 
congress  should  get  specie. 

In  my  opinion,  sir,  this  is  beginning  the  use  of  good 
money,  in  payment,  at  the  wrong  end  of  the  list.  If 
there  be  bad  money  in  the  country,  I think  that  secre- 
taries and  other  executive  officers,  and  especially  mem- 
bers of  congress,  should  be  the  last  to  receive  any  good 
money;  because  they  have  the  power,  if  they  will  do 
their  duty,  and  exercise  the  power,  of  making  money 
of  the  country  good  for  all.  I think,  sir,  it  was  a lead- 
ing feature  in  Mr.  Burke’s  famous  bill  for  economical 
reform,  that  he  provided,  first  of  all,  for  those  who  are 
least  able  to  secure  themselves.  Every  body  else  was 
to  be  well  paid  all  they  were  entitled  to,'  before  the  min- 
isters of  the  crown,  and  other  political  characters,  should 
have  any  thing.  This  seems  to  me  very  right.  But  we 
have  a precedent,  sir,  in  our  own  country,  more  directly 
to  the  purpose;  and  as  that  which  we  now  hope  to  strike 
out  is  the  part  of  the  bill  furnished,  or  proposed  originally 
by  the  honorable  member  from  South  Carolina,  it  will 
naturally  devolve  on  him  to  supply  its  place.  I wish, 
therefore,  to  draw  his  particular  attention  to  this  prece- 
dent, which  I am  now  aboutto  produce. 

Most  members  of  the  senate  will  remember  'hat,  be- 
fore the  establishment  of  this  government,  and  before, 
or  about  the  time,  that  the  territory  which  now  consti- 
tutes the  state  of  Tennessee  was  ceded  to  congress,  the 
inhabitants  of  the  eastern  part  of  that  territory  estab- 
lished a government  for  themselves,  and  called  it  the 
state  of  Franklin.  They  aclop ted  a very  good  constitu- 
tion, divided  into  the  usual  branches  of  legislative,  exe- 
cutive, and  judicial  power.  They  laid  and  collected 
taxes,  and  performed  other  acts  of  legislation.  They 
had,  for  the  present,  it  is  true,  no  maritime  possessions, 
yet  they  fallowed  the  common  forms  in  constituting  high 
officers;  and  their  governor  was  not  only  captain -gene- 
ral and  commander-in-chief,  but  admiral  also,  so  that 
the  navy  might  have  a commander  when  there  should 
be  a navy. 

Well,  sir,  the  currency  of  this  state  of  Franklin  be- 
came very  much  deranged.  Specie  was  scarce,  and 
equally  scarce  were  the  notes  ot  specie-paying  banks. 
But  the  legislature  did  not  propose  any  divorce  of  go- 
vernment and  people;  they  aid  not  seek  to  establish  two 
currencies,  one  for  men  in  office,  and  one  fur  the  rest  of 
the  community.  They  were  content  with  neighbor’s 
fare.  It  became  necessary  to  pass  what  we  should  call, 
now-a-days,  the  civil-list  appropriation-bill.  They  pas- 
sed such  a bill;  and  when  we  shall  have  made  a void  in 
the  bill  now  before  us,  by  striking  out  specie  payments, 
for  government,  I recommend  to  its  friends  to  fill  the 
gap  by  inserting,  if  not  the  same  provisions  as  were  in 
the  law  of  the  state  of  Franklin,  at  least  something  in 
the  same  spirit. 

The  preamble  of  that  law,  sir,  begins  by  reciting, 
that  the  collection  of  taxes,  in  specie,  had  become  very 
oppressive  to  the  good  people  of  the  commonwealth,  for 
the  want  of  a circulating  medium.  A parallel  case  to 
ours,  sir,  exactly.  It  recites  further,  sir,  that  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  legislature  to  hear,  at  all  times,  the  prayer  of 
their  constituents,  and  apply  as  speedy  a remedy  as  lies 
m their  power.  These  sentiments  are  very  just,  sir, 
and  I sincerely  wish  there  was  a thorough  disposition 
here  to  adopt  the  like. 

Acting  under  the  influence  of  those  sound  principles, 
sir,  the  legislature  ot  Frankinn  passed  a law,  for  the 
support  of  the  civil  list,  which,  as  it  is  short,  I will  beg 
permission  to  read: 

'■‘Be  it  enacted  by  the  general  assembly  of  the  state  of 
Franklin , audit  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the 
same,  That,  from  the  1st  day  of  January,  A.  D,  1789, 
the  salaries  of  the  civil  officers  of  this  commonwealth 
be  as  follows,  to  wit: 

“His  excellency  the  governor,  per  annum,  one  thou- 
sand deer  skins;  his  honor,  the  chief  justice,  five  hun- 
dred do.  do.;  the  attorney-general,  five  hundred  do.  do.; 
secre'ary  to  his  excellency  the  governor,  five  hundred 
raccoon  do.;  the  treasurer  of  the  state,  four  hundred  and 
fifty  otter  do.;  each  county  clerk,  three  hundred  beaver 
do.;  clerk  of  the  house  of  commons,  two  hundred  rac- 
coon do.;  members  of  assembly,  per  diem,  three  do.  do.; 
justice’s  fee  ft  r signing  a warrant,  one  muskrat  do.;  to 
the  constable,  for  serving  a warrant,  one  mink  do. 

“Enacted  into  a law  this  18th  day  of  October,  1788, 
under  the  great  seal  of  the  state. 

“Witness  his  excellency,  &c. 

“ Governor , captain-general,  commander-in-chief, 
“and  admiral  in  and  over  said  slate''' 


This,  sir,  is  the  law,  the  spirit  of  which  I commend  to 
gentlemen.  I will  not  speak  of  the  appropriateness  of 
these  several  allowances  for  the  civil  list.  But  the  ex- 
ample is  good,  and  I am  of  opinion,  that  until  congress 
shall  perform  its  duty,  by  seeing  that  the  country  enjoys 
a good  currency,  the  same  medium  which  the  people 
arc  obliged  to  use,  whether  it  be  skins  or  rags,  is  good 
enough  for  its  own  members. 

Mr.  Calhoun  again  rose  and  said,  I am  not  at  all  sur- 
prised, Mr.  President,  that  the  senator  from  Massachu- 
setts should  show  such  solicitude  to  free  himself  from  the 
responsibility  of  converting  this  discussion  into  a mere 
personal  altercation,  so  unworthy  the  place  and  the  oc- 
casion. But  it  is  not  a little  unjust  in  him  to  attempt  to 
transfer  the  responsibility  from  himself  to  me,  having 
acted  throughout,  as  I have,  wholly  on  the  defensive, 
and  done  everything  I could  to  avoid  personalities.  I 
have,  in  truth,  a deep  and  unfeigned  aversion  to  per- 
sonal altercations,  in  any  case;  especially  here,  in  my 
official  character,  where  duty  and  self-respect,  as  well 
as  the  dignity  of  the  body,  forbid  its  introduction.  On 
the  present  occasion,  I had  every  reason  to  avoid  it. 
The  subject  is  one  unsurpassed  in  magnitude  and  im- 
portance, and  which  requires  the  calmest  and  most  de- 
liberate consideration.  I have  had  entire  confidence  in 
the  strength  and  truth  of  the  side  I support;  and,  of 
course,  felt  deep  solicitude  to  limit  the  discussion  strictly 
to  the  merits  of  the  question. 

But  the  senator,  in  order  to  throw  the  blame  on  me, 
denies  that  he  drew  a comparison  between  us.  Does 
he  consider  it  no  comparison  to  claim  for  himself  the 
most  universal  and  ardent  patriotism;  and  to  attribute 
to  me  the  opposite  qualities,  of  being  sectional,  and 
entertaing  feelings  far  from  friendly  to  the  union?  And 
(his,  too,  without  any  thing  in  the  question,  or  my  pre- 
vious remarks,  that  could,  by  possibility  justify  it?  Does 
he  really  think  that  I ought  to  have  sat  in  silence  with- 
out attempting  to  show,  as  I have  done,  how  perfectly 
unfounded  are  his  claims  to  superior  patriotism,  and  how 
unjust  his  charges  against  me? 

But  in  order  to  justify  himself,  he  accuses  me  of  hav- 
ing first  attempted  to  fix  on  himself  and  friends  the 
charge  of  inconsistency,  in  supporting  the  substitute  of 
the  senator  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Rives.)  I made  no  such 
charge.  I simply  availed  myself  of  the  opinion  which 
he  and  theyentertained  and  expressed,  in  relation  to  a 
similar  measure  in  1834 — acquitting  them  expressly  of 
all  inconsistency.  So  far  from  a charge  of  the  kind,  I 
placed  my  argument  on  the  assumption,  that  their  opin- 
ion remained  unchanged;  and  yet  this  he  calls  a charge 
of  inconsistency — a throwing  of  the  first  stone;  and  on 
which  he  rests  the  justification  of  his  unprovoked  per- 
sonalities. 

The  senator  next  attributes  to  me  the  assertion,  that 
I intended  to  draw  a comparison  between  his  course 
and  mine  during  the  late  war,  if  time  had  permitted, 
accusing  me,  at  the  same  time,  of  making  a “railing 
accusation''  against  him.  My  answer  is,  that  I said  no- 
thing like  it;  and  made  no  accusation  whatever,  either 
“railing’’  or  specifice.  I said  not  a word  of  “time  per- 
mitting me.''  What  I really  said  was  entirely  different; 
and  bears  no  analogy  whatever  to  what  he  attributes  to 
me,  as  the  senate  must  remember.  I confined  myself 
to  an  inquiry  into  the  truth  of  the  picture  he  had  drawa 
of  his  patriotism;  and  his  comparison  between  his  pub- 
lic conduct  and  niine.  I demonstrated  what  little  claims 
he  had  to  the  high  qualities  he  arrogated  to  himself;  and 
how  unfounded  his  assumption  was  to  a more  universal 
and  ardent  patriotism.  I illustrated  all  this  by  a refer- 
ence to  his  course  in  relation  to  abolition  and  the  tariff; 
and  declined  going  into  a comparison  between  our 
courses  during  the  Tate  war — not  for  a want  of  time,  as 
he  states,  but  expressly  on  the  ground  that  the  events  of 
that  day  were  by-gone,  and  belonged  to  history,  where 
I was  willing  to  leave  it,  and  where  I should  leave  it, 
unless  provoked  to  go  into  the  comparison,  by  some  fu- 
ture attack  from  the  senator.  I added  not  a word  of  ac- 
cusation whatever,  either  “railing''  or  otherwise.  It  is 
true,  I said  that,  at  one  time,  I intended  to  go  into  a 
comparison.  I certainly  had  no  reason,  personally,  to 
decline  it;  but  I felt  a strong  repugnance,  which  I could 
not  overcome,  to  recurring  back  to  such  distant  events, 
that  have  passed  out  of  the  circle  of  the  politics  of  the 
day.  Acting  undents  influence,  I limited  my  remarks, 
in  reference  to  the  senator  and  myself,  to  the  great  and 
living  questions  of  the  day,  which  are  still  unsettled,  and 
are  destined  to  exereise  an  important  control  over  the 
futuro  destiny  of  the  country. 

But  if  I should  be  forced  into  the  comparison,  I shall 
not  confine  myself  simply  to  what  the  senator  did  at  that 
important  period  of  our  history:  I would  take  a far 
wider  range.  He  claims  for  himself  an  exalted  patrio- 
tism, far  above  others,  and  myself  in  particular;  and 
that,  too,  in  war  as  well  as  peace;  and  he  would  have 
no  right  to  complain,  if  held  responsible  not  only  for  what 
he  did,  but  for  what  he  did  not;  not  only  for  his  own 
acts,  but  also  for  his  political  associates  and  party,  which 
passed  without  his  censure  or  rebuke.  I have  no  wish, 
for  the  reasons  I have  stated,  to  enter  on  the  comparison; 
but  if  he  desires  it,  I will  read  a statement  of  some  dozen 
or  fifteen  of  his  votes,  which  I laid  my  hands  on  since 
he  commenced  his  reply;  and  which  will  furnish  some 
index  of  his  course  during  that  period.  [Mr.  Webster 
indicating  no  desire  for  the  reading,  Mr.  Calhoun  pro- 
ceeded:] 

Dropping,  then,  the  senator’s  course  during  the  war, 
I shall  proceed  to  notice  some  remarks  of  his  in  refer- 
ence to  myself.  He  has  hunted  up  with  much  industry, 
and  brought  forward  with  great  parade,  my  course  In 
relation  to  the  tariff— to  the  bank — and  the  bonus  bill, 
immediately  subsequent  to  the  late  war,  in  order  to  fi  x 


on  me  p charge  of  inconsistency.  1 am  pleased  that  he 
has  afforded  me,  on  this  occasion,  an  opportunity  to 
speak  of  this  portion  of  our  political  History,  and  of  the 
part  I took.  It  is  one  that  requires  explanation,  not 
only  in  reference  to  myself,  but  the  party  to  which  I 
belong. 

In  supporting  the  measure  to  which  the  senator  re- 
ferred, I was  not  alone:  I acted  with  the  great  body  of 
the  party:  and.  if  I took  a more  prominent  part  in  rela- 
tion to  them  than  others,  it  is  to  be  attributed  to  the 
position  which  I held  in  the  house  and  the  party  at  the 
time.  It  is  not  my  intention  to  defend  those  measures; 
but  to  explain,  in  justice  to  myself  and  the  party,  the 
circumstances  under  which  we  acted.  I do  not  deny 
but  that  we  departed,  more  or  less  from  the  true  princi- 
ples and  policy  of  our  party;  but  it  was  under  circum- 
stances which,  though  they  do  not  justify  the  departure, 
are  calculated,  in  a great  degree,  to  excuse  it;  and  to 
repel  effectually  any  inference  that  it  was  an  intentional 
abandonment  of  them. 

No  popular  party  is  proof  against  success,  and  the 
long  possession  of  power:  and  such  proved  to  be  the 
fact  m our  case.  We  had  been  in  the  uninterrupted 
possession  of  power  for  more  than  sixteen  years,  and 
had  just  carried  through  successfully  a war  against  the 
greatest  power  on  earth,  and,  at  the  same  time,  over- 
thrown the  party  in  opposition  to  us.  The  flush  of  vic- 
tory had,  as  is  usual,  the  effect  of  working  a considera- 
ble change  in  the  feelings  and  views  of  our  party, 
which  contributed  to  the  mtroduction  of  the  measures 
to  which  the  senator  refers.  But  there  were  other,  and 
powerful  causes,  which  also  contributed  to  it.  During 
the  war,  the  country  had  suffered  much  from  a depre- 
ciated and  unequal  currency;  from  the  want  of  domes- 
tic supplies  to  take  the  place  of  those  articles  which  we 
had  been  cut  off' by  the  war,  and  from  the  want  of  good 
roads,  and  other  channels  of  conveyance,  on  which  to 
transport  munitions  of  war,  and  to  concentrate  prompt- 
ly a sufficient  force  on  the  points  menaced  or  attacked 
by  the  enemy.  After  its  termination,  there  was  a vivid 
recollection  of  the  difficulties  occasioned  by  these 
wants.  The  danger,  at  the  time,  to  the  country,  was 
believed  to  be  connected  exclusively  with  our  foreign 
relations.  The  war,  it  is  true,  had  terminated  success- 
fully; but  there  were  hostile  feelings  left  behind  on  both 
sides,  between  our  country  and  Great  Britain;  and  she 
kept  up  a powerful  force  in  her  possessions  in  our  imme- 
diate vicinity,  which  was  calculated  to  excite  our  vigi- 
lance, and  to  admonish  us  of  the  necessity  of  being 
prepared  for  a renewed  contest.  Besides  we  were  in 
danger  in  being  involved  in  a long  and  dangerous  con- 
test, growing  out  of  the  revolution  in  Spanish  America; 
in  which  at  one  time  the  great  powers  of  Europe  united 
by  what  was  called  “Flie  Holy  Alliance,"  were  strongly 
inclined  to  interfere.  Under  these  circumstances,  and 
when  the  political  principles  of  our  party  appeared  to 
have  gained  a permanent  ascendency,  by  the  prostra- 
tion of  our  old  opponents,  and  to  be  in  no  danger,  it  is 
not  at  all  wonderful  that  the  measures  with  which  the 
senator  now  reproaches  me  should  have  received  the 
support  of  myself  and  the  party  to  which  I belong.  I 
confess,  for  myself,  that  I then  believed  the  clanger  to 
be,  not  within,  but  without — not  from  the  giving  away 
of  our  principles,  but  violence  from  abroad:  ana  that  I 
had  no  suspicion  that  it  lay  in  the  quarter  which  expe- 
rience has  shown  it  really  did.  This  accounts  for  my 
course  at  that  period. 

In.  voting  for  the  tariff  of  1816,  which  I am  still  of  opin- 
ion was  a judicious  measure,  with  the  exception  of  the 
minimum  principle,  of  which  I think  as  badly  as  any 
one,  I regarded  it  as  a revenue  measure,  and  called  for 
by  the  circumstances  of  the  time.  But  I did  not  dream 
that,  in  the  short  space  of  twelve  years,  it  would  be 
perverted  by  those  interested  into  an  instrument  of  such 
unbounded  oppression  as  to  exact  and  pass  into  the 
treasury  one-half  of  the  whole  proceeds  of  our  foreign 
exchanges.  Nor  did  I imagine  that,  in  introducing  a 
bill  to  set  apart  a particular  fund  for  internal  improve- 
ment, and  leaving  it  to  congress  to  determine  thereafter 
the  extent  of  power  over  that  subject,  and  to  what  ob- 
jects  the  funds  should  be  applied,  (that  was  its  real 
character)  there  was  the  least  danger  that,  in  a few 
years,  the  whole  revenue  of  the  country  would  become 
an  object  of  scramble  among  the  various  sections  in 
which  the  struggle  would  be,  who  should  get  most,  with- 
out any  reference  to  the  public  good.  As  to  the  bank, 
placed  in  the  circumstances  in  which  I and  those  with 
whom  I acted  were,  I do  not  see  how  we  could  have 
acted  differently,  even  with  our  present  experience. 
The  time  for  reformation  in  reference  to  the  currency 
had  not  then  arrived;  and  any  attempt  at  reform  would 
have  proved  abortive. 

But  I offer  not  what  I have  said  as  a justification;  I 
acknowledge  we  all  departed,  in  a greater  or  less  degree, 
from  the  stern  and  rigid  principles  of  the  party,  an3  the’ 
true  policy  of  the  government,  and  well  have  we  paid 
the  penalty.  It  has  taught  me  a lesson  never  to  be  for- 
gotten, and  I now  call  on  the  younger  and  more  inex- 
perienced members  of  the  party,  as  I then  was,  to  profit 
by  our  example.  Avoid,  as  you  would  the  greatest  evil, 
the  least  departure  from  principle,  however  harmlessand 
innocent  it  may  at  the  time  appear  to  be.  The  small- 
est departure  will  prove  to  be  an  entering  wedge; 
and  the  others,  differing  from  you  in  views  and  princi- 
ples, will  drive  the  measure  farther  than  you  ever  con- 
templated; just  as  we  have  seen  our  old  opponents 
seize  on  the  tariff,  internal  improvement,  and  the  bank, 
to  overthrow  our  principles  and  to  establish  their  own. 
Never  cease  to  bear  in  mind  that  ours  is  a limited  go- 
vernment, with  specific  powers;  and  that  if  the  pro- 
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scribed  line  be  passed  ever  so  little,  there  is  no  fixing 
any  limits  to  the  encroachments  of  power. 

Nor  is  the  period  of  which  I am  speaking  the  only 
one  in  which  success  has  caused  departure  from  the 
principles  and  policy  of  our  party.  The  vast  revenue, 
which  the  protective  tariff  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the 
government,  had  the  effects  on  those  in  power  which 
might  have  been  anticipated.  They  no  longer  relied  on 
principles  as  the  means  of  preserving  their  ascendency. 
The  patronage  and  resources  of  the  Government  were 
deemed  sufficient  for  that  purpose;  and  many  measures 
were  adopted,  which  will  hereafter  be  regarded  as  great 
and  dangerous  departures  from  the  creed  of  the  party: 
and  which  have  done  more  to  reconcile  the  people  to 
the  principles  and  policy  of  our  opponents,  and  to 
weaken  their  confidence  in  ours,  than  all  other  causes 
put  together. 

As  to  myself,  each  revolving  year  impresses  me 
deeper  and  deeper  with  the  truth  and  wisdom  of  the  old 
Virginia  school  of  politics.  She  was  blessed,  when  this 
government  went  into  operation,  with  leaders  of  the 
clearest  discernment  and  purest  patriotism;  the  Jeffer- 
sons,  the  Taylors,  and  Roanes,  and  many  others,  who 
had  formed  the  most  just  conception  of  our  system  of 
government,  and  the  policy  to  be  pursued  to  preserve 
it.  I had,  from  my  earliest  years,  imbibed  a strong  at- 
tachment for  that  school.  Indeed,  I may  say,  it  was  in- 
herited by  me.  But  I never  realized  to  the  full  extent  the 
depths  of  its  wisdom,  and  the  vast  importance  of  adher- 
ing rigidly  to  its  maxims,  till  experience,  and  the  reflec- 
tion of  riper  and  more  advanced  years,  taught  me. 
And  here  is  the  broad  line  of  distinction  between  the 
senator  and  myself,  which  he,  with  all  his  ingenuity, 
cannot  obliterate.  He  belongs,  and  always  has,  to 
another  and  an  opposite  school,  which,  to  designate  by 
its  most  distinguised  leader,  may  be  called  the  school 
of  Hamilton;  a man  distinguised  for  his  great  abilities 
perfect  frankness,  and  ardent  patriotism,  but  who  was 
decidedly  inferior  to  Mr.  Jefferson  in  genius,  the  power 
of  original  thinking,  and  the  clearness  and  depth  of  his 
conception  of  the  true  nature  and  character  of  our 
government.  Belonging,  as  we  do  and  ever  have,  to 
schools  so  diverse,  our  agreement  has,  been  casual, 
while  our  difference  has  been  habitual  and  funda- 
mental, both  as  to  the  nature  and  character  of  our 
government,  and  the  policy  it  ought  to  pursue;  and 
which  has  placed  us  opposite  to  each  other  on  the 
resent,  and  most  of  the  other  great  questions  which 
ave  been  agitated  in  our  time. 

He  sees  in  the  success  of  the  present  question  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  principles  and  policy  to  which  I am 
devoted,  and  in  its  defeat  the  advancement  of  his  own; 
hence  our  difference,  and  the  ardor  of  the  present  con- 
flict— a conflict  of  opposing  systems,  in  which,  as  one 
or  the  other  may  prevail,  the  future  destiny  of  the  coun- 
try will  be  permanently  influenced.  The  separation 
of  the  political  and  moneyed  power  will  give  a lasting 
ascendancy  to  the  political  school  to  which  I belong, 
and  their  union  to  that  of  the  senator. 

He  is  right  in  fixing  on  1825  as  the  year  when  my 
views  in  relation  to  the  principles  and  character  of  the 
government  became  firmly  fixed  and  settled.  It  was 
then  I took  my  seat  in  the  chair  which  you,  sir,  now 
occupy.  I had  devoted  the  seven  preceding  years  la- 
boriously to  the  duties  of  the  war  department,  which  I 
had  found  in  a state  of  complete  disorder,  and  which 
so  engrossed  my  attention  as  to  leave  me  little  leisure 
to  attend  to  the  general  politics  of  the  country.  The 
change  of  office  gave  me  both  time  and  opportunity  to 
view  more  minutely  the  general  operations  of  the  go- 
vernment, which  I did  not  neglect.  I soon  saw  the 
incipient  state  of  those  disorders,  which  had  then  just 
begun  to  develope  themselves,  and  the  causes  in  which 
they  originated,  as  well  as  the  fearful  consequences  to 
which  they  threatened  to  lead.  This  induced  me  to 
make  a careful  review  and  examination  of  the  princi- 
ples of  the  government.  I went  to  the  source,  the  Ken- 
tucky resolutions  and  the  Virginia  resolutions  and  re- 

Fort,  which  I carefully  investigated,  in  all  their  bearings. 

then  turned  my  attention  more  carefully  to  the  inves- 
tigation of  the  character  and  tendency  of  what  was 
called,  at  the  time,  the  American  system,  and  saw 
clearly  its  oppressive,  corrupting,  and  dangerous  ten- 
dency. I took  a firm  stand  against  it.  Since  then, 
my  life  has  been  one  incessant  struggle  to  maintain  or 
restore  the  principles  and  policy  of  the  old  state-rights 
republican  party,  regardless  of  all  personal  consequen- 
ces. During  this  long  period  of  thirteen  years  of  con- 
tinued action,  amidst  the  most  trying  scenes,  I may  bid 
defiance  to  the  most  rigid  scrutiny  to  point  out  the 
slightest  variation  in  my  course,  or  the  least  departure 
from  the  principles  or  doctrines  of  the  political  school 
to  which  I belong.  I may  be  accused  of  carrying  my 
principles  too  far,  or  of  adhering  too  rigidly  to  my  doc- 
trines, but  of  the  opposite  fault  none  have  ventured  to 
accuse  me.  My  adherence  to  them  has  never  waver- 
ed under  the  greatest  difficulties  or  danger.  If,  then,  I 
erred  in  common  with  the  great  body  of  the  party, 
under  the  circumstances  which  I have  explained,  I,  at 
least,  have  long  since  made,  I trust,  ample  amends.  If 
I have  done  any  thing  to  contribute  to  the  common 
errors  of  the  period  immediately  subsequent  to  the  late 
war,  I have  done  far  more,  I hope,  towards  their  cor- 
rection, and  the  restoration  of  the  principles  and  doc- 
trines which  our  party  profess,  as  well  as  to  arrest  the 
ascendency  of  the  opposite.  To  this  great  object,  which 
I solemnly  believe,  involves  our  liberty  and  the  perpe- 
tuation of  our  popular  and  free  institutions,  I have  de- 
voted my  life. 

Mr.  Webster  said  he  would  correct  one  misapprehen- 
sion: The  senator  from  South  Carolina  had  understood 


him  to  say  that  he  (Mr.  W.)  would  embrace  the  earliest 
opportunity  to  revive  the  tariff.  But  what  he  had  said 
was,  that  there  was  doubt  whether  the  manufactures, 
under  the  minimum  provided  by  the  present  law,  would 
be  sufficiently  protected;  and  if  itqjiould  be  found  that 
they  were  not,  lie  (Mr.  W)  would  endeavor  to  procure 
that  protection. 

Mr.  Clay  said  it  would  be  with  extreme  reluc- 
tance that  he  should,  at  any  time,  interfere  in  a 
discussion  between  the  two  distinguished  senators  from 
Massachusetts  and  South  Carolina,  and  he  did  not  now 
rise  lor  such  purpose.  But  the  senator  from  South 
Carolina  had  used  and  repeated  several  times  an  ex- 
pression which  he  (Mr.  C.)  could  not  permit  to  pass 
unnoticed.  He  was  the  more  surprised  at  it  because 
he  had  supposed  that  the  adjustment  of  accounts  be- 
tween that  senator  and  himself,  made  on  a, former  day, 
had  been  mutually  satisfactory,  as  it  certainly  had 
been  entirely  so  to  him  (Mr.  C.)  As  if,  however 
the  senator  still  had  some  remaining  feeling  about  it,  he 
had  been  pleased  to  describe  the  senator  from  Mas- 
sachusetts and  himself  (Mr.  C.)  as  “associates’’  in  an 
attack  upon  him.  There  was  no  foundation  for  such 
an  assertion.  He  (Mr.  C.)  had  never  conferred  with 
the  senator  from  Massachusetts  on  the  subject  of  what 
he  (Mr.  C.)  had  intended  to  say  towards  the  senator 
front  South  Carolina.  And  he  was  equally  ignorant  of 
what  course  the  senator  from  Massachusetts  intended 
to  pursue  towards  the  senator  from  South  Carolina  un- 
till he  heard  him  in  the  senate.  Had  he  consulted  with 
him  on  the  subject,  he  (Mr.  C.)  should  have  advised 
hint  to  have  foreborne.  There  was,  therefore,  no  ground 
whatever  for  the  imputation  of  association  or  con- 
cert in  any  attack  upon  the  senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  that  he  did  not  intend  to  impute 
any  improper  motives;  and  he  had  alluded  more  par- 
ticularly to  the  senator  from  Massachusetts. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 


TWENTY-FIFTH  CONGRESS. 

SECOND  SESSION SENATE. 

April  20.  Mr.  McKean  presented  a petition  ot 
citizens  of  Terrytown,  Bradford  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  three  petitions  from  citizens  of  Rush 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  Pennsylvania, 
praying  congress  to  abolish  slavery  immediately  in 
the  District  of  Columbia.  Motion  to  receive  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  King,  on  leave,  introduced  a bill  to  author- 
ise George  Whitman  to  import  an  iron  steamboat 
free  of  duty.  Read  twice,  and  referred. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wall,  the  committee  on  the 
post  office  and  post  roads  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a new  mail 
route  from  Haclcettstown  to  Belvidere,  Warren  co., 
N.  J. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Preston,  the  resolution  offered 
by  him,  concerning  the  annexation  of  Texas  to 
the  United  States,  was  made  the  special  order  for 
Monday  next. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  prevent  the  issuing  and  circulation  of  the  notes 
of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

The  subject  was  discussed  at  great  length,  al- 
most wholly  on  the  question  of  the  constitutional 
power  to  pass  the  bill,  by  Messrs.  Wall,  Preston, 
Clay,  of  Ala.,  White,  Grundy  Prentiss,  Rives,  Cal- 
houn, Roane,  and  Brown. 

Mr.  Buchanan  was  understood  to  say  that  had 
the  time  not  been  late,  he  might  have  said  some- 
thing on  the  constitutional  question  involved  in  the 
bill;  but  he  should  now  say  nothing  till  the  bill 
should  come  up  on  its  third  reading;  nor  should  he 
probably  then,  unless  induced  to  do  so  by  some- 
thing from  the  other  side. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third 
reading  by  the  following  vote  : 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchan- 
an, Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton, 
Grundy,  Hubbard,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Niles, 
Norvell,  Pierce,  Rives,  Roane,  Robinson,  Ruggles, 
Smith,  of  Con.,  Tipton,  Trotter,  Wall,  Williams, 
Wright,  Young — 27. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton, 
Crittenden,  Davis,  King,  Merrick,  Nicholas,  Pren- 
tiss, Preston,  Robbins,  Smith,  oflndiana.  Southard, 
Swift,  White — 14. 

The  senate  then  adjourned  till  Monday. 

April  23.  Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  rose  and  said, 
he  had  for  some  time  held  in  his  possession,  and 
he  would  now  present,  certain  proceedings  and 
resolutions  of  a large  and  respectable  meeting  of 
the  citizens  of  Cleaveland,  Ohio,  opposed  to  the 
sub-treasury  bill.  They  attributed  (Mr.  C.  said) 
the  present  deranged  state  of  the  currency  and 
business  of  the  country  to  the  action  of  this  govern- 
ment, and  they  deprecated  in  strong  but  respectful 
language  the  passage  of  the  bill  to  which  he  had 
alluded.  They  regarded  the  proposed  separation  of 
the  government  from  the  currency  and  business  of 
the  country  as  wholly  unjustifiable,  and  utterly  re- 
pugnant to  the  nature  and  genius  of  our  institutions; 
and  they  were  desirous  that  the  government  should 


do  something  to  bring  back  the  state  of  prosperity 
which  the  government  had  lost  for  itself  and  the 
country. 

These  proceedings  emanated  (Mr.  C.  believed) 
from  the  second  town  in  importance  in  the  state  of 
Ohio,  situated  at  the  outlet  of  the  great  canal  of  that 
state  into  Lake  Erie.  They  were  great  friends  of 
the  credit  system,  and  well  they  might  be,  because 
by  that  system  the  great  work  had  been  achieved, 
which  was  so  beneficial  and  important  to  them, 
and  so  creditable  to  the  enterprise  and  energy  of 
that  state. 

The  bill  which  they  deprecated  was  now  in  the 
other  house,  and  Mr.  C.  hoped  and  believed  that 
it  was  dead,  dead,  dead,  and  he  could  not  even  add 
that  supplication  which  usually  closed  the  sentence 
of  our  tribunals  of  justice  on  a condemned  pris- 
oner, [May  the  Lord  have  mercy  upon  your  soul.] 
Yet,  though  he  believed  it  was  dead,  it  was  possi- 
ble that  the  president  and  the  other  friends  of  the 
measure  might  revive  it;  and  it  was  to  meet  it,  if  it 
should  come  up  in  any  shape,  that  Mr.  C.  now  pre- 
sented these  resolutions,  and  asked  that  they  might 
be  printed,  and  lie  on  the  table. 

The  proceedings  were  accordingly  laid  on  the 
table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  Vice  President  presented  a message  from  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  with  papers  relating 
to  Indian  depredations  on  the  property  of  an  indi- 
vidual, (not  heard.) 

On  motion  of  Mr.  White,  referred,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

After  a number  of  petitions  had  been  presented, 
and  some  other  business  of  minor  importance  trans- 
acted, the  senate  took  up,  on  its  third  reading,  the 
bill  to  prohibit  the  issuing  and  circulation  of  the 
notes  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Buchanan  and  Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  oc- 
cupied the  rest  of  the  day  in  an  earnest  debate  on 
this  subject,  (to  be  published  hereafter.) 

The  bill  was  passed  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchan- 
an, Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton, 
Grundy,  Hubbard,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Morris, 
Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Rives,  Roane,  Robinson, 
Ruggles,  Smith,  of  Con.,  Tipton,  Trotter,  Williams, 
Wright,  Young- -27. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton, 
Crittenden,  Davis,  King,  Merrick,  Nicholas,  Pren- 
tiss, Preston,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Spence,  Swift, 
White— 13. 

Mr.  Preston  gave  notice  of  his  design  to  enter 
on  the  question  of  the  annexation  of  Texas  to- 
morrow. » 

The  senate  adjourned,  after  an  executive  session. 

April  24.  Mr.  Clay  of  Kentucky,  rose  and  said 
he  had  been  requested  to  present  a petition,  very 
numerously  signed,  by  individuals  embracing  every 
class  of  the  community — members  of  literary  in- 
stitutions, authors,  merchants,  and,  in  short,  all  the 
classes  of  society — in  behalf  of  passing  an  amend- 
ment to  the  copyright  law;  that  is,  to  extend  the 
privilege  of  copyright  to  authors  of  such  foreign 
countries  as  allowed  American  authors  the  copy- 
right there.  They  urged  that  the  amendment  would 
conduce  greatly,  not  only  to  the  encouragement  of 
American  literature,  but  at  the  same  time,  would 
be  an  act  of  justice  to  foreign  authors.  This  sub- 
ject had  been  presented  by  Mr.  C.  at  the  last  ses- 
sion of  congress,  and  also  early  in  the  present  one; 
it  had  engaged  a large  share  of  the  public  attention, 
and  had  occasioned  much  discussion  pro  and  con, 
and  it  had  been  itself  the  apparent  cause  of  the 
publication  of  several  books.  Mr.  C.  would  now 
take  the  opportunily  to  say  that  every  conviction 
which  had  impressed  him  heretofore  in  the  favor  of 
this  object,  and  which  had  induced  him  to  move  in 
the  matter,  remained  unshaken,  and  was  even 
strengthened,  by  all  which  he  had  since  seen  and 
heard.  The  committee  had  had  this  subject  under 
their  considesation  for  some  time,  and  had  very 
properly  waited  that  they  might  fully  learn  the 
views  of  all  the  parties  concerned;  but,  as  the  ses- 
sion was  now  far  advanced,  Mr.  C.  felt  himself  at 
liberty  to  express  the  hope  that  the  committee 
would  now  report  on  the  subject  to  the  senate  at 
some  early  day,  and  that  the  measure  asked  for 
would  be  passed.  He  moved  that  the  memorial  be 
laid  on  the  table,  and  printed;  which  was  ordered 
accordingly. 

Mr.  Rives  also  presented  a memorial,  which  he 
said  was  precisely  similar,  and  which  did  not  re- 
quire any  remark  from  him,  as  it  spoke  ably  and 
fully  for  itself.  He  would  only  say  that  it  came 
from  some  of  the  brightest  ornaments  of  American 
literature,  and  was  entitled  to  every  respect  and 
consideration.  Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  Preston  also  presented  a memorial  of  a sim- 
ilar character,  signed  by  different  classes  of  persons, 
booksellers  and  others.  The  discussion  before  rhe 
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public,  Mr.  P.  said,  to  which  the  senator  from  Ken- 
tucky had  alluded,  was  mainly  between  authors 
and  publishers,  who  had  supposed  themselves  to 
have  different  interests  on  this  subject,  authors 
being  of  opinion  that  their  interests  would  be  sub- 
served by  an  international  copy-right  law.  The 
discussion  had  been  of  some  warmth,  and  had  run 
out  somewhat  into  other  collateral  matters.  Mr. 
P.  believed  the  senate  had  already  passed  the  bill 
asked  for,  and,  as  far  as  he  could  ascertain,  public 
opinion  was  very  generally  favorable  to  it,  not  only 
in  this  country,  but  in  all  civilized  foreign  coun- 
tries. A distinguished  member  had  introduced  a 
bill  of  this  kind  in  the  British  parliament,  and  had 
advocated  it  with  much  eloquence  and  ability.  In 
France,  also,  a measure  of  the  same  kind  was  con- 
templated or  in  progress;  and  in  Germany,  where  it 
was  of  more  consequence  than  any  where  else,  be- 
cause they  were  the  most  extensive  makers  of 
books.  Mr.  P.  would  be  happy  to  think  that  the 
United  States  had  taken  the  first  step  on  this  sub- 
ject, by  proposing  a general  system  for  the  commu- 
nity of  nations,  and  for  the  literary  class,  who  ex- 
ercised a very  great  control  over  public  sentiment. 

And  there  could  not  be  said  to  have  been  a more 
favorable  time  for  the  adoption  of  this  general  mea- 
sure than  the  present,  at  the  moment  when  the 
public  mind  throughout  the  world  was  in  a state  of 
repose,  was  in  a state  of  general  sympathy  and 
homogeneousness,  and  of  general  union  on  subjects 
connected  with  the  happiness  and  improvement  of 
mankind.  This  was  owing  to  the  great  degree  of 
universal  peace,  prosperity,  and  happiness,  which 
had  existed  for  the  last  twenty-five  years  through- 
out the  civilized  world — a degree  greater  than  had 
existed  belore  since  the  death  of  the  second  An- 
tonine. 

This  memorial,  Mr.  P.  said,  was,  to  a great  ex- 
tent, from  booksellers  and  publishers,  showing  that 
there  was  now  on  their  part  a conformity  with  the 
opinions  of  American  authors  on  this  subject.  Mr. 
P.  moved  that  it  be  printed,  and  lie  on  the  table  ; 
which  was  ordered. 

Mr.  Buchanan  presented  a memorial  from  the 
chamber  of  commerce  of  Philadelphia,  stating  that 
the  attempt  to  keep  the  river  free  of  ice  by  means 
of  the  icebreakers  had  essentially  failed, and  asking 
farther  facilities  from  congress;  recommending, 
also,  that  New  Castle  be  made  a port  of  entry,  that 
a winter  harbor  be  provided  for  low  down  the  river 
Delaware,  and  that  certain  piers  in  that  river  be 
repaired  or  constructed.  Referred. 

Mr.  B.  also  presented  the  memorial  of  Walter 
Johnson,  asking  the  establishment  of  a national  in- 
stitution of  the  physical  sciences  as  connected  with 
the  public  service.  Referred. 

Mr.  Bayard  presented  a memorial  of  the  society 
of  friends,  praying  some  act  for  the  protection  or 
amelioration  of  the  condition  of  the  Indian  tribes, 
and  particularly  against  the  unnecessary  prosecu- 
tion of  the  war  in  Florida.  Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  White  and  Mr.  Robinson  presented  some  pa- 
pers, which  were  referred,  the  general  import,  even, 
of  which,  the  reporter  could  not  ascertain. 

After  several  bills  for  the  relief  of  individuals  had 
been  reported,  and  ordered  to  a second  reading, 

The  bill  to  establish  a pension  agency  at  Mont- 
pelier, Vermont  came  up,  and  was  opposed  by  Mr. 
Hubbard,  who  presented  a letter  to  him  from  the 
commissioner  on  pensions,  adverse  to  the  object, 
which  was  read. 

Mr.  Prentiss  said,  that  in  introducing  the  bill  he 
had  been  influenced  by  motives  of  public  accom- 
modation, and  especially  by  a regard  to  the  con- 
venience and  interest  of  that  class  of  patriotic  and 
meritorious  persons  who  were  enjoying  the  liber- 
ality and  beneficience  of  the  government.  The  bill 
had  been  reported  by  the  committee  on  pensions  at 
two  or  three  successive  sessions,  and  he  had  hoped 
that  no  opposition  would  be  made  to  it.  The  com- 
mittee had  not  acted  upon  the  supposed  narrow  and 
arbitrary  rule,  that  no  more  than  two  pension  agen- 
cies should  be  established  in  any  state.  They  had 
at  different  times  reported  bills  establishing  addi- 
tional agencies,  though  these  bills,  for  the  want  of 
time,  had  not  been  finally  acted  upon. 

The  bill  proposed  to  establish  a pension  agency 
at  Montpelier,  the  seat  of  government  of  Vermont, 
for  the  payment  of  pensioners  residing  in  the  coun- 
ties of  Washington,  Orange,  Caledonia,  Orleans, 
Essex,  and  Lamoille,  counties  lying  north  of  or 
adjacent  to  Montpelier.  No  one  looking  to  the 
geography  of  the  state,  no  one  casting  his  eye  upon 
the  map,  could  hesitate  for  a moment  to  say,  with- 
out regard  to  any  other  considerations,  that  Mont- 
pelier, of  all  places  in  the  state,  was  the  most  suit- 
able and  proper  one  for  a pension  agency.  It  was 
central  in  its  position,  of  easy  access  from  all  parts 
of  the  state,  and  especially  from  the  several  coun- 
ties named  in  the  bill. 


The  state  was  from  forty  to  fifty  miles  wide  at 
its  southern  extremity,  gradually  widening  in  ex- 
tent until  it  became  more  than  a hundred  miles  in 
width  on  its  northern  frontier.  There  was  an 
agency  established  on  the'  extreme  western  limits, 
and  also  one  on  the  extreme  eastern  limits,  the  lat- 
ter being  within  sixty  miles  of  the  south  line  of  the 
state.  "Many  pensioners  in  the  counties  mentioned 
in  the  bill  were  obliged  to  go  from  seventy  to  a 
hundred  miles,  and  some  a hundred  and  thirty  or 
forty  miles,  to  get  to  either  of  these  agencies.  This 
was  not  only  a great  inconvenience  to  the  pension- 
ers, but  occasioned  an  expense  and  charge  to  them 
to  which  they  ought  not  to  be  subject.  If  the  agen- 
cy provided  by  the  bill  should  be  established,  this 
inconvenience  would  be  removed  and  the  expense 
now  incurred  in  a great  measure  avoided.  Mont- 
pelier, as  already  observed,  was  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment. The  legislature  convened  there  early  in  Oc- 
tober, soon  after  one  of  the  semi-annual-instalments 
to  pensioners  became  due;  and  as  each  town  in  the 
state  sent  a representative,  pensioners  might  send 
and  get  their  money  without  expense  or  inconve- 
nience. 

It  was  true,  as  had  been  stated  by  the  senator 
from  New  Hampshire,  (Mr.  Hubbard,)  that  the  se- 
cretary of  war  had,  by  law,  power  to  establish  as 
many  agencies  as  he,  in  his  discretion,  might  think 
proper,  and  that  application  might  be  made  to  him. 
But  it  w»as  also  true,  as  the  senator  well  knew,  that 
the  secretary  had  adopted  as  a rule  of  his  depart- 
ment, in  order  to  rid  himself  of  troublesome  and 
vexatious  importunities,  to  establish  but  two  agen- 
cies in  any  one  state;  leaving  it  to  the  discretion  of 
congress  to  establish  more  or  not.  It  would  be  in 
vain,  therefore,  to  apply  to  the  war  department,  as 
two  agencies  already  existed  in  Vermont.  Mr.  P. 
believed  that  the  additional  agency  would  be  a great 
convenience  and  benefit  to  the  pensioners  residing 
in  the  northern  part  of  the  state,  and  he  hoped  the 
bill  would  pass. 

Mr.  Swift  and  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  also  spoke 
in  favor  of  the  bill,  which  was  then  passed,  and 
sent  to  the  other  house  for  concurrence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Roane,  the  bill  respecting  the 
banks  of  the  District  of  Columbia  was  taken  up  and 
made  the  special  order  for  Friday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Trotter,  (w-ho  made  some  re- 
marks to  show  the  urgency  and  propriety  of  the 
measure,)  the  senate  took  up  the  bill  to  extend  the 
time  for  the  Commission  instituted  for  claims  under 
the  Choctaw  treaty,  and  the  bill  was  amended  as 
recommended  by  the  committee,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  special  order  of 
the  day — being  the  following  preamble  and  resolu- 
tion, moved  by  Mr.  Preston  on  the  4th  of  January, 
viz: 

Whereas  the  just  and  true  boundary  of  the  United 
States,  under  the  treaty  of  Louisiana,  extended  on 
the  southwest  to  the  Rio  Grande  del  Norte,  which 
river  continued  to  be  the  true  boundary  line  until 
the  territory  west  of  the  Sabine  was  surrendered  to 
Spain  by  the  treaty  of  1819:  And  whereas  such  sur- 
render of  a portion  of  the  United  States  is  of  evil 
precedent,  and  of  questionable  constitutionality: 
And  whereas  many  weighty  considerations  of  policy 
make  it  expedient  to  re-establish  the  said  true  boun- 
dary, and  to  annex  to  the  United  States  the  terri- 
tory occupied  by  the  state  of  Texas,  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  said  state: 

Be  it  therefore  resolved.  That,  with  the  consent  of 
the  said  state,  previously  had,  and  whenever  it  can 
be  effected  consistently  with  the  public  faith  and 
treaty  stipulations  of  the  United  States,  it  is  desir- 
able and  expedient  to  re-annex  the  said  territory  to 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  Preston  rose  and  addressed  the  senate  about 
two  hours  in  support  of  the  resolution.  When  he 
had  concluded,  no  other  member  rising,  the  resolu- 
tion was,  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  P.,  for  the  pre- 
sent, ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  in  consequence  of 
the  indisposition  of  Mr.  Walker,  who,  it  was  under- 
stood, desired  to  speak  on  it. 

The  senate  then  took  an  executive  session,  and 
then  adjourned. 

April  25.  The  Vice  President  presented  a com- 
munication from  the  navy  department,  in  pursu- 
ance of  a senate  resolution  of  March  1st,  with  a list 
of  agents  of  the  navy  pension  fund,  copies  of  the  in- 
structions given  them,  of  accounts  and  correspon- 
dence with  them,  &c.  Laid  on  the  table,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Hubbard  presented  a communication  from 
the  collector  at  Boston,  in  relation  to  certain  banks 
in  that  city.  Referred. 

Mr.  Benton,  from  the  committee  on  military  af- 
fairs, reported  a joint  resolution  authorizing  the 
purchase  by  the  United  States  of  the  island  at  the 
confluence  of  the  St.  Peter’s  and  Mississippi  rivers. 
Read,  and  ordered  to  a second  reading. 


Some  business  of  minor  importance  was  dispos- 
ed of,  when  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  acts  for 
the  appointment  of  commissioners  under  the  14th 
article  of  the  treaty  of  1830  with  the  Choctaw  In- 
dians, was  read  a third  time  and  passed. 

The  resolution  reported  by  Mr.  White,  chairman 
of  the  select  committee  on  the  case  of  Mr.  Ruggles, 
declaring  that  there  was  no  satisfactory  evidence 
to  sustain  the  charge  made  by  Mr.  Jones,  of  New 
Jersy,  against  the  honorable  John  Ruggles,  and 
that  it  was  inexpedient  for  the  senate  to  take  any 
farther  measures  thereon,  was  taken  up,  and  agreed 
to,  without  debate  or  dissent. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Prentiss,  the  senate  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  establish  a board  of 
commissioners  to  hear  and  examine  claims  against 
the  United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Merrick,  the  bill  was  so  amend- 
ed as  to  require  the  special  solicitor  to  file  written 
arguments  in  reply  to  the  arguments  of  counsel  for 
claimants,  not  only  when  he  should  think  proper,  but 
when  the  board  should  require  him  to  do  so;  and, 
also,  prohibiting  him  from  practising  as  an  attorney 
in  any  court  of  law  or  equity  in  the  country. 

Mr.  King,  who  said  he  had  not  been  attending  to 
the  adoption  of  these  amendments,  moved  to  modify 
the  bill  so  as  to  take  away  all  discretion  on  this 
point,  and  require  the  solicitor  to  file  a written  argu- 
ment with  the  commissioners  in  every  case. 

The  general  merits  of  the  bill  w'ere  now  discussed 
at  length,  by  Messrs.  Norvell,  Hubbard,  Prentiss, 
Benton,  Calhoun,  Niles,  Buchanan,  Tipton,  Bayard, 
Clay,  of  Alabama.  Sevier,  While,  and  Linn. 

Mr.  Bayard  (Mr.  King  having  temporarily  with- 
drawn his  amendment)  moved  to  strike  from  the 
bill  the  provision  for  a special  solicitor. 

Mr.  Calhoun  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table, 
with  a view  to  refer  the  whole  subject  to  a special 
committee,  who  should  devise  and  report  a system 
of  joint  rules  for  the  two  houses,  by  which  claims 
should  be  more  certainly  and  efficiently  decided  by 
the  two  houses  themselves,  the  claims  being  pre- 
sented as  now  and  heretofore.  This  motion  was 
negatived  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Calhoun, 
Clay,  of  Alabama,  Lumpkin,  Morris,  Norvell,  Sevier, 
Smith  of  Indiana,  Trotter,  Wright,  Young — 13. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Buchanan,  Clay,  of 
Kentucky,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Fulton, 
Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lyon,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Pierce, 
Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Roane,  Robinson,  Ruggles, 
Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Spence,  Swift,  Tipton,  Wal- 
ker, White,  Williams — 27. 

The  question  recurring  on  Mr-  Bayard’s  motion 
to  strike  out  the  whole  provision  for  a special  solici- 
tor, it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative  without  a divi 
sion.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Bayard,  the  number  of  com- 
missioners provided  for  by  the  bill  was  reduced 
from  Ihree  to  two.  The  provision  allowing  claim- 
ants to  appear  by  counsel,  was  also  stricken  out, 
to  correspond  with  the  want  of  a solicitor  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States.  On  motion  ol'Mr.  Morris 
the  senate  then  adjourned. 

April.  26.  The  senate  was  engaged  nearly  all  of 
to-day  on  the  bill  to  create  a board  of  commissioners 
to  examine  and  report  on  claims  against  the  United 
States.  The  bill  was  orderd  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading:  Yeas  23,  nays  15.  Particulars  of  the 
day’s  proceedings  in  our  next. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  April  20.  Among  the  reports  made  to- 
day were  the  following : 

Mr.  Petrikin,  from  the  committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  reported,  without  amendment,  the 
bill  to  incorporate  certain  banks  in  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

Mr.  Bell,  from  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs, 
reported  with  amendments,  senate  hill  to  authorise 
the  appointment  of  four  additional  clerks  in  the  of- 
fice of  the  commissioner  of  Indian  affairs. 

Mr.  Randolph,  from  the  committee  of  agricul- 
ture, reported  a joint  resolution  to  authorise  the 
president  of  the  United  States  to  lease  gratuitously, 
for  ten  years,  any  lot  of  land  belonging  to  the  United 
States,  and  not  included  in  the  enclosed  public  lands, 
for  the  cultivation  of  the  mulberry  and  sugar  beet! 

Mr.  McKay,  from  the  committee  on  military  af- 
fairs, reported  a joint  resolution  authorising  the 
secretary  of  war  to  purchase  a site  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  for  a powder  magazine  and  keeper’s  house. 

Mr.  Hojikins ’ resolution  of  inquiry,  as  to  the 
connexion  of  the  government  with  the  press,  and 
the  expediency  of  destroying  that  connexion,  with 
Mr.  Dromgoole’s  amendment,  extending  that  in- 
quiry to  some  kindred  and  other  topics,  coming  up 
in  order,  Mr.  Garland,  of  Virginia,  commenced  a 
reply  to  I is  colleague,  (Mr.  Dromgoole,)  who  had 
proposed  theamendment, (which  will  be  given,  w f en 
finished,  with  the  rest  of  the  debate,)  but  which 
was  not  completed  when  the  hour  expired. 
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This  day  being  private  business  day,  and  the 
board  of  claims  bill  being  the  special  order, 

Mr.  Cumbreleng  rose,  and  said  that  the  public 
business  required  to  be  proceeded  with  immediate- 
ly. He  would  therefoie  move  to  postpone  the  pri- 
vate and  special  orders,  and  take  up  the  unfinished 
public  business.  On  this  motion,  (requiring  a 
vote  of  two-thirds,)  Mr.  C.  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays,  which  were  ordered;  and  the  motion  prevail- 
ed by  the  following  vote  : Teas  139,  nays  46. 

The  unfinished  business,  being  the  Cumberland 
road  bill,  was  then  taken  up,  pending  Mr.  Under- 
wood’s motion  to  recommit,  with  instructions;  and 
the  debate  (to  be  given  hereafter,  in  full)  was  con- 
tinued by  Messrs.  Clowney,  Pickens,  and  Corwin. 

Mr.  Casey,  of  Illinois,  then  took  the  floor,  and 
moved  the  previous  question.  Mr.  Pickens  moved 
to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table.  [This  motion  had  pre- 
cedence.] Mr.  Briggs  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 
Ordered.  Mr.  Campbell,  of  South  Carolina,  asked 
for  a call  of  the  house.  Lost. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Pickens’ 
motion,  and  decided  in  the  negative  by  the  follow- 
ing vote  : 

YEAS — Messrs.  Andrews,  Atherton,  Beirne, 
Bell,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Bouldin,  Brodhead,  Cam- 
breleng,  John  Campbell,  W.  B.  Carter,  Chapman, 
Clowney,  Coles,  Connor,  Crockett,  Cushman, 
Dawson,  Deberry,  DeGraff,  Dromgoole,  Edwards, 
Elmore,  Farrington,  James  Garland,  James  Gra- 
ham, Grantland,  Graves,  Griffin,  Haynes,  Hopkins, 
R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  Thomas  B.  Jackson,  Jabez  Jack- 
son,  J.  W.  Jones,  Kemble,  Lawler,  Legare,  Lewis, 
Loomis,  Lyon,  Mallory,  J.  M.  Mason,  Marlin, 
Maury,  McKay,  A.  McClellan,  Montgomery,  Sam- 
uel W.  Morris,  Murray,  Noble,  Cvvens,  Palmer, 
Parker,  Pennybacker,  Pickens,  Reily.  Renoher, 
Rhett,  Richardson,  Robertson,  Rumsey,  Sawyer, 
A.  H.  Shepperd,  C.  Shepard,  Slade,  Spencer, 
Stanly,  Stuart,  Stone,  Stratton,  Taliaferro,  Thomp- 
son, Toucey,  Towns,  Turney,  Underwood,  Van- 
derveer,  Weeks,  L.  Williams,  S.  Williams,  J.  W. 
Williams,  C.H.  Williams,  Wise — 85. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  Al- 
len, John  W.  Allen,  Anderson,  Beatty,  Biddle, 
Bond,  Boon,  Borden,  Briggs,  Bronson,  W.  B.  Cal- 
houn, John  Calhoon,  W.  B.  Campbell,  Casey, 
Chambers,  Cheatham,  Childs,  Coffin,  Corwin. 
Cranston,  Curtis,  Cushing,  Davee,  Davirs,  Dunn, 
Everett,  Ewing,  Fairfield,  R.  Fletcher,  Fillmore, 
Foster,  Fry,  Rice  Garland,  Goode,  William  Gra- 
ham, Gray,  Grennell,  Haley,  Halstead,  Hammond, 
Hamer,  Harlan, Harrison,  Harper,  Hastings,  Haw’es, 
Henry,  Herod,  Hoffman,  Howard,  W.  H.  Hunter, 
Ingham,  Jenifer,  H.  Johnson,  J.  Johnson,  Keim, 
Leadbetter,  Lincoln,  Logan,  Marvin,  S.  Mason, 
May,  Maxwell,  R.  McClellan,  McClure,  McLen- 
nan, Menefee,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Miller,  Mitchell, 
Morgan,  Calvary  Morris.  Naylor,  Noyes,  Ogle, 
Parmenter,  Patterson,  Paynter,  Peck,  Petrikin, 
Phelps,  Pope,  Potts,  Prentiss,  Rariden,  Randolph, 
Reed,  Ridgway,  Russell,  Shelter,  Sibley,  Snyder, 
Southgate,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Tillinghast,  Titus, 
Toland,  Webster,  A.  S.  White,  John  White,  E. 
Whittlesey,  J.  L.  Williams,  Worthington,  Yell, 
Yorke — 109. 

The  demand  of  Mr.  Casey  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion was  seconded  by  tellers — Ayes  91,  noes  61. 

Mr,  Sherrod  Williams  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  question  “Shall  the  main  question  be 
now  put?”  Ordered.  And  the  house  decided  that 
the  main  questiou  should  now  be  put — Yeas  108, 
nays  86.  Mr.  Montgomery,  of  North  Carolina, 
moved  an  adjournment.  Lost.  The  question  re- 
curring on  the  engrossment  of  the  bill,  Mr.  Re.ed 
demanded  the  yeas  and  nays.  Ordered.  And  the 
hoqse  ordered  the  bill  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time,  by  the  following  vote:  Yeas  100,  nays 

9-5.  Mr.  Fillmore  moved  an  adjournment.  Lost. 
Mr.  Rhett  moved  a call  of  the  house.  Lost. 
Next  Monday,  to-morrow,  and  this  day,  were  nam- 
ed as  the  time  of  reading  the  bill  the  third  time. 
Monday — lest.  To  morrow — lost.  The  Chair 

naming  the  question  as  being  on  to-day,  Mr.  Tho- 
nufs  moved  the  first  Monday  of  May  next,  and  on 
this  he  asked  the  yeas  and  nays.  Mr.  Rhcll  then 
moved  an  adjournment.  Lost.  Mr.  Elmore  mov- 
ed a call  of  the  house  Mr.  Thompson  asked  for 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  this  motion.  Ordered.  Mr. 
Elmore  moved  an  adjournment.  Lost.  Ayes  73, 
noes  not  counted.  The  yeas  and  nays  were  then 
taken  on  ordering  a call  of  the  house;  and  it  was 
decided  in  the  negative  as  follows  : Yeas  62,  nays 

107.  Mr.  Thompson  moved  an  adjournment.  Lost. 
The  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas  was  rejected  by  the 
following  vote  : Yeas  S3,  nays  95.  The  question 

recurring  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be  read  a third 
time  this  day,  Mr.  Chapman,  of  Alabama,  asked 
tor  the  yeas  and  nays.  Lost.  The  house  then  or- 
dered the  bill  to  be  read  a third  time  this  day.  And 
the  bill  being  read,  Mr.  Boon  demanded  the  previ- 


ous question  (on  the  passage  of  the  bill,)  which 
was  seconded,  and  the  main  question  was  ordeied 
to  be  put. 

Mr.  Connor  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
passage  of  the  bill,  which  were  ordered,  and  the 
bill  was  passed  by  the  following  vote  : 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  II.  Allen, 
J.  W.  Allen,  Aycrigg,  Beatty,  Bond,  Boon,  Bor- 
den, Briggs,  Bronson,  John  Calhoon,  Casey, 
Chambers,  Childs,  Coffin,  Corwin,  Cranston,  Cur- 
tis, Cushing,  Davee,  Davies,  DeGraff,  Dunn,  Ew- 
ing, R.  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Foster,  Rice  Garland, 
Goode,  William  Graham,  Grant,  Grennell,  Haley, 
Halsted,  Hammond,  Hamer,  Harlan,  Harrison, 
Harper,  Hastings,  Henry,  Herod,  Hoffman,  How- 
ard, W.  H.  Hunter,  Ingham,  Jenifer,  H.  Johnson, 
J.  Johnson,  Leadbetter,  Lincoln,  Marvin,  Samson 
Mason,  May,  Maxwell,  R.  McClellan,  McKennan, 
Menefee,  Mercer,  Miller,  Mitchell,  Moore,  Mor- 
gan, C.  Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Parmenter, 
Patterson,  Pajniter,  Peck,  Petrikin,  Pope,  Potts, 
Prentiss,  Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed,  Ridgway,  Rus- 
sell, Sibley,  Snyder,  Southgate,  Taylor,  Tilling- 
hast, Titus,  Toland,  Webster,  A.  S.  White,  J. 
White,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  J.  L.  Williams,  Wor- 
thington, Yell,  Yorke — 96. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Andrews,  Atherton,  Beirne, 
Bell,  Bicknell,  Bouldin,  Cambreleng,  William  B. 
Campbell,  J.  Campbell,  W.  B Carter,  Chapman, 
Cheatham,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Connor,  Cushman, 
Dawson,  Deberry,  Dromgoole,  Edwards,  Elmore, 
Everett,  Farrington,  Fry,  J.  Garland,  Graves, 
Griffin,  Hawms,  Haynes,  Hopkins,  T.  B.  Jackson, 
J.  Jackson,  J.  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Kemble,  Klingen- 
smith,  Lewis,  Loomis,  Lyon,  Martin,  Maury, 
McKay,  Abraham  McClellan,  McClure,  Montgo- 
mery, S.  W.  Morris,  Murray,  Noble,  Owens,  Pal- 
mer, Pennybacker,  Pickens,  Reily,  Rencher,  Rhett, 
Richardson,  Robertson,  Rumsey,  A.  H.  Shepperd, 
C.  Shepard,  Shields,  Slade,  Spencer,  Stanly,  Stuart, 
Stratton,  Taliaferro,  Thompson,  Toucey,  Towns, 
H.  L.  Turney,  Underwood,  Vanderveer,  Wagener, 
Weeks,  L.  Williams,  Sherrod  Williams,  J.  W. 
Williams,  C.  H.  Williams,  Wise — 80. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKennan,  the  house  then  ad- 
journed— it  being  twenty  minutes  before  6 o’clock. 

Saturday,  April  21.  After  several  reports  on 
private  claims  had  been  received, 

Mr.  Lincoln,  from  the  committee  on  the  public 
buildings  reported  an  amendment  to  the  bill  for 
taking  down  the  treasury  building,  which  was  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chapman,  the  committee  on 
the  public  lands  were  discharged  from  the  petition 
of  William  Stringer;  also,  of  the  petition  of  the 
Alabama  legislature,  for  pre-emption  to  settlers 
who  lost  their  settlements  by  certain  Indian  treaties, 
and  for  the  passage  of  a law  authorizing  entries  of 
public  lands  in  lots  of  40  acres;  which  said  peti- 
tions were  severally  committed  to  the  committee 
of  the  whole  house  which  have  in  charge  bills  for 
similar  purposes. 

The  joint  resolution  of  the  house,  authorising 
the  secretary  of  war  to  purchase  a site  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  for  a new  powder-magazine  and 
keeper’s  house,  and  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  J.  A. 
Fleming,  were  severally  read  a third  time  and 
passed. 

Mr.  Fairfield,  obtained  leave  to  offer  several  peti- 
tions in  relation  to  the  late  duel,  which  were  refer- 
red to  the  select  committee  on  that  subject. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  t he  unfinished  busi- 
ness of  the  morning  hour,  which  was  Mr.  Hopkins’ 
resolution  for  separating  the  government  from  all 
connexion  with  the  public  press. 

Mr.  Garland,  of  Virginia,  resumed  and  concluded 
his  remark  on  that  subject;  when  Mr.  Wise  obtain- 
ed the  floor,  but  yielded  it  t©  Mr.  S.  Williams,  who 
moved  to  amend  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr. 
Dromgoole  to  Mr.  Hopkins’  resolution  by  appending 
thereto  hisown  resolution  on  the  subject  of  retrench- 
ment; modified,  however,  by  omitting  the  words 
“illustrious  Andrew  Jackson,’’  and  substituting 
“the  late  president  of  the  United  States.” 

On  this  amendment  he  addressed  the  house,  and 
had  proceeded  for  a short  time,  when  the  morning 
hour  expired,  and  the  subject  lies  over, 

Mr.  Thomas,  of  Maryland,  asked  the  house  to 
take  up  the  motion  for  reconsidering  the  leave  of 
absence  from  the  1st  of  May  next  of  Mr.  Smith,  of 
Maine. 

Objection  being  made,  he  moved  to  suspend  the 
rules,  and  on  this  motion  he  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays,  which  were  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  result- 
ed as  follows:  Yeas  87,  nays  92.  (Not  a majority, 
two-thirds  being  necessary  to  carry  the  motion.) 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  calen- 
dar of  private  bills,  and  took  up  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Dr.  Philip  Turner,  with  the  amendment  from 
the  committee  of  the  whole,  proposing  to  strike  out 
the  enacting  clause. 


A motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Graham,  of  Noith 
Carolina,  to  make  the  bill  appointing  commissioners 
of  private  claims  the  special  order  of  the  day  for 
Friday  next,  but  it  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Petrikin  moved  the  previous  question  on  Mr. 
Turner’s  bill,  but  it  was  not  sustained;  and  the  de- 
bate on  the  bill  was  re-opened,  and,  as  before,  oc- 
cupied the  house  for  several  hours.  [The  reason 
of  the  interest  felt  in  this  bill  (beyond  that  ordina- 
rily exhibited  in  regard  to  private  bills)  was  that  it 
involves  the  principle  of  the  allowance  of  interest 
on  the  commutation  pay  of  revolutionary  officers.) 

Mr.  Haley  terminated  this  vexed  discussion  by 
moving  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Cushman  thereupon  moved  a call  of  the 
house. 

On  this  motion,  Mr.  Glascock  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays,  but  the  house  refused  to  order  them. 

Mr.  Dawson  moved  an  adjournment;  lost,  ayes 
62,  noes  68. 

The  previous  question  was  then  seconded — ayes 
75,  noes  49,  when  the  question  on  engrossing  the 
bill  was  decided  in  the  negative  by  yeas  and  nays, 
as  follows:  Yeas  75,  nays  76.  So  the  bill  was  re- 
jected. 

After  the  yeas  and  nays  had  been  taken,  but  be- 
fore they  were  announced,  Mr.  Wise  said  he  had 
voted  through  inadvertence,  being  personally  inte- 
rested in  the  question;  and  he  requested  that  his 
vote  be  erased. 

After  some  hesitation,  it  was  ordered  that  the 
vote  be  erased  from  the  journal;  not  as  though  he 
were  excused-,  but  on  the  ground  that  he  had  no 
right  to  vote. 

Mr.  Mercer  made  a similar  request,  and  on  the 
same  ground.  Several  attempt  were  made  to  debate 
the  question,  which  were  declared  to  be  out  of  or- 
der, the  house  having  decided  on  it  by  yeas  and  nays. 
Mr.  Mercer’s  vote  was  erased. 

Mr.  Toucey,  from  the  select  committee  on  the 
late  duel,  by  leave,  made  a report,  the  considera- 
tion of  which  he  moved  should  be  postponed  to  two 
weeks  from  Monday  next,  and  that  it  be  printed. 
He  said  this  motion  was  made  by  the  unanimous 
order  of  the  committee. 

[This  report  nol  having  been  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed, the  clerk  of  the  house  has,  perhaps  very  pro- 
perly, declined  to  allow  copies  to  be  taken  ot  any 
part  of  it.  We  are  enabled,  however,  to  state 
generally,  that  its  conclusions  are  that  Mr.  Wise, 
on  account  of  his  participation  in  the  duel,  is  deeply 
involved  in  a breach  of  the  privileges  of  the  house, 
and  is  deserving  of  censure  by  the  house;  that  Mr. 
Jones  is  also  involved  in  a breach  of  the  privileges 
of  the  house,  and  also  deserving  of  censure.  In  re- 
gard to  other  persons,  accessaries  or  spectators, 
(except  as  follows,)  the  committee  contents  itself 
with  stating  facts  and  evidence,  without  recom- 
mending any  action.  From  the  Globe  of  Saturday 
night,  whose  publishers  appear  to  have  had  access 
to  the  repoit  before  it  was  presented  to  the  house, 
we  obtain  the  following  quotations  from  the  report: 
FROM  THE  GLOBE. 

In  relation  to  Mr.  Graves,  the  recommendation  is 
in  the  following  words: 

“The  committee,  therefore,  viewing  the  breach 
of  the  rights  and  privileges  ol  the  house,  on  the  part 
of  Mr.  Graves,  to  have  been  an  offence  of  this  high 
character,  against  the  vital  principle  of  a delibera- 
tive assembly  and  of  representative  government, 
feel  constrained,  by  a sense  of  duty,  to  present 
to  the  house  a resolution  that  he  be  expelled  there- 
from.” 

In  conclusion  the  report  says: 

“The  committee  entertain  no  doubt  that  James 
Watson  Webb  has  been  guilty  ol  a breach  ol  the 
privileges  of  the  house,  but  they  also  concur  unan- 
imously in  the  opinion,  that  it  there  be  any  real 
ground'  to  believe  that  a conspiracy'  to  assassinate 
actually  existed,  as  set  forth  in  that  atrocious  paper 
drawn  up  by  him,  signed  by  Daniel  Jackson  and 
William  H.  Morell,  sworn  to  by  the  latter,  and  pub- 
lished in  the  New  York  Courier  and  Enquirer,  he 
be  left  to  the  chastisement  of  the  courts  ol  law  and 
public  opinion,  and  that  the  house  will  consult  its 
own  dignity  and  the  public  interests  by  bestowing 
upon  him  no  further  notice.”] 

Mr.  Grennell,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  Mr.  Rari- 
den, members  of  the  committee,  presented  a writ- 
ten statement  of  their  views,  which  he  asked  might 
be  printed  with  the  report. 

Mr.  Elmore,  not  being  able  to  agree  with  either 
in  the  report  of  the  majorities,  asked  leave  to  pre- 
sent in  writing  his  views,  and  that  this  paper  might 
be  printed  with  the  rest. 

Mr.  Robertson  said  that,  having  understood  that 
this  report  would  probably  be  brought  into  the  house 
to-day,  he  had  examined  the  parliamentary  law  re- 
lating to  the  subject.  The  subject  was  of  import- 
ance, not  merely  as  it  related  to  the  parties  impli- 
cated, but  as  it  bore  upon  the  privileges  of  the 
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house.  The  result  of  his  examination  was  a con- 
viction that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  house  to  recom- 
mit these  reports  to  the  select  committee  from 
which  they  came,  with  instructions  that,  if  any 
metnberor  members  of  the  house  should  be  impli- 
cated, the  committee  should  forthwith  report  that 
fact  to  the  house,  and  await  its  further  order  on  the 
premises.  He  quoted  Jetfersoh’s  Manual,  to  show 
that  such  was  the  law  of  parliament  as  laid  down 
in  that  book,  viz:  That  the  committee  could  not 

proceed  astep  on  itsown  authority  when  the  charac- 
ter of  a member  of  the  house  was  involved;  because 
it  was  the  privilege  of  the  house  itself  to  take  cog- 
nizance of  the  conduct  of  its  members;  and  of  eve- 
ry member  to  have  such  cognizance  exerted  by  the 
house  alone.  He  was  utterly  ignorant  of  what 
might  be  the  contents  of  the  voluminous  report 
made  by  the  committee;  but  whatever  they  might 
be,  he  hoped  they  would  not  be  sent  to  the  world 
till  this  question  should  be  duly  considered.  He 
therefore  moved  that  the  report  and  all  the  other 
papers  be  laid  for  the  present  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Fillmore  called  for  the  reading  of  the  reso- 
lution, if  any,  which  the  majority  of  the  commit- 
tee had  reported  to  the  house. 

Mr.  Boon  moved  that  the  house  adjourn;  which 
motion  prevailing,  ayes  S6, 

The  house  thereupon  adjourned. 

Monday,  April  23.  The  motion  of  Mr.  Toucey, 
chairman  of  the  select  committee  on  the  subject  of 
the  late  duel,  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the 
report,  and  to  print,  was  discussed  during  the  whole 
ot  to-day  by  several  members;  of  which  discussion 
an  account  will  be  given  in  our  next,  if  practica- 
ble. No  question  was  taken. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng,  from  the  oommit- 
tee  of  ways  and  means,  the  committee  of  the  whole 
‘ were  discharged  from  the  bill  heretofore  reported 
to  authorize  the  issue  of  $'10,000,000  in  treasury 
! notes;  as  also  from  the  bill  reported,  supplementa- 
; ry  to  the  act  of  October  last,  authorizing  the  issue 
i of  $10,000,000  in  treasury  notes;  and  these  bills 
! were  recommitted  to  the  committee  of  ways  and 
' means.  And  thereupon, 

Mr.  Cambreleng,  from  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  reported  a new  bill  in  the  following 
words: 

A bill  to  carry  into  effect  an  act  approved  the  12th  ‘day 
of  October,  1837,  “to  authorize  the  issuing  of  treasury 
notes.” 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives 
of  the  United  States  of  America  in  congress  assembled, 
That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  with  the  approba- 
tion of  the  president  of  the  United  States,  is  hereby  au- 
thorized to  cause  treasury  notes  to  be  issued,  according 
to  the  provisions  of  an  act  entitled  “an  act  to  authorize 
the  issuing  of  treasury  notes,’’  approved  the  twelfth  day 
of  October  last,  in  place  of  such  notes  as  have  been,  or 
may  be,  issued  under  the  authority  of  the  act  aforesaid, 
and  which  have  been,  or  may  hereafter  be,  paid  into 
the  treasury  and  cancelled. 

This  bill  was  twice  read,  and  committed  to  the 
committee  of  the  whole  house  on  the  state  of  the 
union. 

The  Chair  laid  before  the  house  the  following: 

To  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  house  of 
representatives  of  the  16th  instant,  relative  to  an  attack 
I on  the  steamboat  Columbia,  in  the  gulf  of  Mexico,  by 
a Mexican  armed  vessel,  I transmit  a report  from  the 
secretary  of  state,  to  whom  the  resolution  was  referred. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 

. Washington,  April 23,  1833. 

To  the  President  of  the  United  Slates: 

The  secretary  of  state,  to  whom  was  referred  a reso- 
lution of  the  hou-e  of  representatives  of  the  16di  in- 
stant, requesting  the  president  to  communicate  to  that 
, house,  if  not  incompatible  with  the  public  interest,  any 
f information  he  may  have  received,  officially  orother- 
;wise,  relating  to  an  attack  by  a Mexican  armed  vessel 
.upon  the  steamboat  Columbia,  bearing  the  flag  of  the 
' United  States,  in  the  gulf  of  Mexico,  has  the  honor  to 
■report  that  no  information  on  this  subject  (except 
: through  the  newspapers)  has  been  received  at  this  de- 
partment. Respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  April  23, 1838. 
Mr.  Mams  moved  to  refer  it  to  the  committee  on 
foreign  affairs,  with  instructions  to  report  upon  the 
subject  forthwith.  It  was  now  five  months  since 
the  president  of  the  United  States  recommended 
war  against  Mexico,  and  nothing  had  yet  been 
heard  from  the  committee  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Howard  explained  that  the  reason  of  this 
; delay  was,  that  negotiations  were  pending  on  this 
very  subject:  and  the  longer  the  committee  delayed 
reporting,  the  stronger  was  the  piobability  of  an 
amicable  arrangement  of  the  affairs  between  the 
two  nations. 

Mr.  Adams  said  he  had  thought  that  all  negotia- 
tions were  broken  off.  He  was  glad  to  hear  that 
they  were  going  on:  and  would  withdraw  his  mo- 
tion to  instruct. 

I 


The  papers  were  then  referred  to  the  committee 
on  foreign  affairs:  and, 

The  house  adjourned. 

[In  the  course  of  Monday’s  sitting,  a motion  was 
made  by  Mr.  Bell,  that  the  house  reconsider  the 
vote  (75  to  76)  wiiereby  the  house  refused  to  en- 
gross and  read  a third  time  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
the  heirs  of  doctor  Philip  Turner,  in  which  bill 
was  involved  the  general  question  of  interest  on 
commutation  claims  of  half -pay  revolutionary  officers. 
The  motion  to  re-consider  goes  over  till  next  Fri- 
day, when  it  will  come  up  when  the  house  pro- 
ceeds to  the  private  orders  of  the  day.] 

Tuesday,  April  24.  As  soon  as  the  journal  was 
read,  Mr.  Howard,  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
foreign  affairs  asked  permission  of  the  house  to 
re-state  what  he  had  said  yesterday  evening,  when 
the  president’s  message  was  read  in  reply  to  some 
remarks  which  had  fallen  from  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Adams.)  Leave  being  grant- 
ed, Mr.  H.  said  that  the  importance  of  the  subject 
of  our  relations  with  Mexico,  and  the  desire  which 
he  felt  to  avoid  the  communication  of  any  errone- 
ous information  to  the  public,  induced  him  to  re- 
peat what  he  had  said,  because  he  found,  by  the 
newspaper  which  he  held  in  his  hand,  that  it  had 
not  been  distinctly  apprehended.  He  was  not  at  all 
surprised  at  this,  as  the  noise  was  so  great  that  he 
doubted  whether  he  had  made  himself  heard  even 
by  the  speaker.  The  house  was  just  about. to  ad- 
journ when  the  subject  came  up,  and  the  members 
were  beginning  to  disperse. 

The  message  of  the  president  related  to  the  re- 
cent attack  upon  the  steamboat  Columbia,  by  a 
Mexican  vessel  of  war,  and  he  (Mr.  H.)  was  re- 
ported to  have  said  that  negotiations  were  pending 
upon  this  very  subject.  This  was  an  error.  He 
had  no  knowledge  upon  this  point.  But  what  he 
did  say,  in  reply  to  the  motion  to  instruct  the  com- 
mittee to  report  speedily,  was  this:  that  the  delay 
which  had  occurred  in  reporting  upon  the  subject 
of  Mexico  was  nol  accidental  but  intentional.  The 
reason  was  this.  In  November  last  the  Mexican 
minister  had  informed  the  government  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  when  he  annouced  the  rejection  of  some 
few  of  the  claims  which  had  been  presented  to  it, 
that  as  soon  as  the  other  claims  could  be  examined 
the  decision  upon  them  would  be  made  known. 
The  committee  were  willing  to  wait  for  this  deci- 
sion as  long  as  the  nature  ol'the  case  would  admit; 
and  it  was  clear  that  the  more  this  time  was  ex- 
tended the  greater  was  the  chance  of  restoring  ami- 
cable relations  between  the  two  governments,  in 
case  the  government  of  Mexico  was  inclined  to  re- 
store them.  This  was  all  that  he  had  said;  and 
upon  this  statement  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts withdrew  his  motion  to  instruct  the  commit- 
tee. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Toucey,  to  postpone  for  two 
weeks  and  to  print  the  reports  of  the  select  commit- 
tee upon  the  subject  of  the  late  duel,  being  under 
consideration,  (and  having  precedence,  as  a privi- 
leged question,)  came  up  in  order;  and  was  further 
discussed  by  several  gentlemen,  all  ol  whose  remarks 
will  be  givin  hereafter. 

Wednesday,  April  25.  The  question  of  postpon- 
ing and  printing  the  report  of  the  select  committee, 
and  the  separate  reports  offered  by  members  of  the 
committee,  together  with  the  proposition  of  Mr. 
Robertson  to  refer  the  whole  subject  to  a committee 
of  privileges,  with  instructions  to  report  as  to  the 
steps  to  be  taken  by  the  house  with  regard  thereto, 
was  farther  discussed  to-day  by  Messrs.  Slade,  Fos- 
ter, Fletcher,  Toucey,  Wise,  Thomas,  Graves,  Grant- 
land,  Bell,  Pennybacker,  and  Sergeant,  whose  re- 
marks will  be  given  hereafter. 

Mr.  Boon  then  moved  the  reading  of  the  report. 
Mr.  Fillmore  asked  for  the  reading  of  the  testi- 
mony. 

Mr.  Bell  protested  against  the  reading.  The 
pending  question  was  not  merely  the  disposition  of 
the  report,  but  one  touching  the  regularity  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  committee. 

The  Chair  decided  it  to  be  the  right  of  a member 
to  have  the  report  read  he  was  called  upon  to  vote  on. 

The  Clerk  having  been  directed  to  proceed,  read 
as  follows: 

The  committee  appointed  to  investigate  the  causes 
which  led  to  the  death  of  the  hon.  Jonathan  Cilley, 
lute  a member  of  the  house  of  representatives „ and 
the  circumstances  connected  therewith,  and  to  in- 
quire whether  there  has  been,  in  the  case  alluded  to, 
a breach  of  the  privileges  of  the  house,  and  to  whom 
were  referred  sundry  memorials  upon  the  subject, 
now  ask  leave  to  submil  their 
REPORT: 

In  discharging  the  trust  committed  to  them  by 
the  house  of  representatives,  the  committee  have 
endeavored  implicitly  to  obey  its  order,  neitlie- 
stopping  short,  on  the  one  hand,  of  the  full  mea- 
sure of  the  duty  imposed  upon  them,  nor  transcend- 


ing its  just  limits  on  the  other.  They  were  of  the 
opinion  that  the  investigation  was  instituted  solely 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  privileges  of  the  house. 
It  was  not  within  the  province  ol  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives to  investigate  the  causes  which  led  to 
the  death  of  one  of  its  members,  or  the  circum- 
stances which  attended  it,  with  a view  to  the  pun- 
ishment of  any  offender  for  a high  crime  or  misde- 
meanor. That  belongs,  in  every  case,  exclusively 
to  the  courts  of  law.  Senators  and  representatives 
are  not  privileged  from  arrest  in  cases  of  “treason, 
felony,  and  breach  of  the  peace;”  and  it  is  a con- 
stitutional provision,  that  “in  all  criminal  prosecu- 
tions, the  accused  shall  enjoy  the  right  to  a speedy 
and  public  trial,  by  an  impartial  jury  of  the  state 
and  dislrict  wherein  the  crime  shall  have  been  com- 
mitted, which  district  shall  have  been  previously  as- 
certained by  law;  and  to  be  informed  of  tile  nature 
and  cause  of  the  accusation;  to  be  confronted  by 
tile  witnesses  against  him;  to  have  compulsory  pro- 
cess for  obtaining  witnesses  in  bis  favor;  and  to 
have  the  assistance  of  counsel  for  his  defence.” 
The  inquiry,  therefore,  is  directed  to  one  object 
only — the  maintenance  of  the  privileges  of  the 
house;  and  the  question  is,  what,  in  that  view, 
were  the  causes  which  led  to  the  death  of  Mr.  Cil- 
ley, and  the  circumstances  connected  therewith, 
and  did  they  involve  a breach  of  those  privileges? 

In  pursuing  this  investigation,  the  committee 
have  examined  all  whose  testimony,  there  was 
reason  to  believe,  might  be  material;  and  Messrs. 
Graves,  Wise,  and  Jones,  members  of  the  house, 
were  permitted  to  attend,  and  to  examine  and  cross- 
examine  the  witnesses;  and  the  same  leave  was  ex- 
tended to  Mr.  Menelee,  of  the  house,  and  to  Mr. 
Pierce,  of  the  senate,  at  their  request.  The  entire 
mass  of  the  testimony  is  now  submitted  as  a part 
of  this  report.  One  witness,  Daniel  Jackson,  of 
the  city  of  New  York,  who  was  summoned  to 
attend,  and  called  upon  to  testify,  has  neglected  to 
obey  the  requisition,  though  he  appeared  before  the 
committee,  and  interrogatories  were  put  to  him; 
but,  from  the  position  in  which  he  stood,  and  the 
disclosures  of  another  witness,  it  was  not  thought 
worth  the  lime  or  attention  of  the  house  or  of  the 
committee  to  notice  him  further. 

The  late  Jonathan  Cilley,  a member  of  the 
house  from  the  state  of  Maine,  fell  by  the  hand  of 
William  J.  Graves,  a member  of  the  house  from 
the  state  of  Kentucky,  in  a duel  fought  with  rifles, 
near  the  boundary  line  between  the  District  of 
Columbia  and  the  state  of  Maryland,  on  Saturday, 
the  24th  of  February  last. 

The  causes  which  led  to  his  death  are  intimately 
connected  with  the  proceeding  of  this  house.  On 
the  12th  of  February  Mr.  Wise,  of  Virginia,  pre- 
sented to  the  house  a publication  in  the  New  York 
Courier  and  Enquirer,  charging  a member  of  con- 
gress with  corruption  upon  the  authority  of  an 
anonymous  writer  under  the  signature  of  “the  Spy 
in  ’Washington;”  and  thereupon  moved  a resolu- 
tion for  the  appointment  of  a select  committee, 
with  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  to 
inquire  into  the  charge.  Mr.  Wise  said:  “The 
character  of  the  authority  upon  which  the  charge 
is  made,  is  vouched  for  as  respectable  and  authen- 
tic by  the  editor  of  the  Courier  and  Enquirer,  in 
whose  paper  it  appears,  and  the  house  is  called 
upon  to  defend  its  honor  and  dignity  against  the 
charge.” 

Mr.  Cilley  addressed  the  house  in  opposifion  to 
the  resolution.  In  the  course  of  the  debate  “he 
said  he  knew  nothing  of  tiiis  editor,  but  if  it 
was  the  same  editor  who  had  once  made  grave 
charges  against  an  institution  of  this  country,  and 
afterwards  was  said  to  have  received  facilities  to  the 
amount  of  some  $52,000  from  the  same  institution, 
and  gave  it  his  hearty  support,  he  did  not  think  his 
charges  were  entitled  to  much  credit  in  an  Ameri- 
can congress.”  These  words,  spoken  by  Mr.  Cil- 
ley in  debate,  were  strictly  in  order,  were  pertinent 
to  the  subject  under  discussion,  and  “did  not  ex- 
ceed the  hounds  and  limits  of  his  place  and  duty;” 
and  though  they  implied  a doubt  inconsistent  with  ' 
unblemished  honor  and  character  in  the  person  al- 
luded to,  yet  Mr.  Cilley  was  justified  in  the  use  of 
them,  by  a report  of  a committee  of  the  house  of 
representatives,  appointed  on  the  14th  of  March, 
1832,  to  inspect  the  books  and  examine  into  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  An  ex- 
tract from  the  report,  made  by  the  majority  of  the 
committee,  and  published  by  order  of  the  house 
of  representatives,  is  hereunto  annexed,  in  which 
it  is  stated  that,  “for  sixteen  months”  the  New 
York  Courier  and  Enquirer  “was  warmly  opposed” 
to  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stares;  that  on  the  26fh 
of  March,  1831,  and  within  less  than  nine  months 
thereafter,  the  bank  made  three  loans,  amountin'*- 
“to  the  sum  of  $52,975.  which  consisted  of  notes 
drawn  and  endorsed  by  the  editors  only;”  and  (hat 
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“on  or  about  the  8th  of  April,  1831,  it  (the  paper,)) 
changed  its  course  in  favor  of  the  bank.” 

It  was  in  reference  to  the  facts  contained  in  this 
report,  and  published  to  the  world  by  order  of  the 
house  of  representatives,  that  Mr.  Cilley  spoke 
the  words,  which  had  been  already  recited;  and  for 
thus  alluding  to  facts  put  forth  in  the  published 
documents  of  the  body  of  which  he  was  a member, 
he  was  called  in  question  by  the  editor  of  the  New 
York  Courier  and  Enquirer.  James  Watson  Webb, 
on  the  2Istof  February  last,  addressed  a note  to 
him,  reciting  those  words,  apprizing  him  that  the 
writer  of  it  was  the  editor  of  that  paper,  and  con- 
cluding with  a demand  of  explanation,  couched  in 
very  explicit  terms. 

Gadsby’s  Hotel, 

Washington,  February  21,  1838. 

Sir:  In  the  Washington  Globe  of  the  12th  in- 
stant, you  are  reported  to  have  said,  in  the  course 
of  the  debate  which  took  place  in  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives on  that  day,  growing  out  of  a publica- 
tion made  in  the  New  York  Courier  and  Enquirer 
— “He  (you)  knew  nothing  of  this  editor;  but  if  it 
was  the  same  editor  who  had  once  made  grave 
charges  against  an  institution  of  this  country,  and 
afterwards  was  said  to  have  received  facilities  to 
the  amount  of  some  $52,000  from  the  same  institu- 
tion, and  gave  it  his  hearty  support,  he  did  not 
think  hi3  charges  were  entitled  to  much  creditin  an 
American  congress.” 

I deem  it  my  duty  to  apprize  you,  sir,  that  I am 
the  editor  of  the  paper  in  which  the  letter  from  the 
“Spy  in  Washington,”  charging  a member  of  con- 
gress with  corruption,  was  first  published;  and  the 
object  of  this  communication  is  to  inquire  of  you 
whether  I am  the  editor  to  which  you  alluded,  and, 
if  so,  to  ask  the  explanation  which  the  character 
of  your  remarks  renders  necessary. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  Watson  Webb. 

To  the  Hon.  Jonathan  Cilley. 

This  demand  of  explanation,  under  the  circum- 
stances which  existed,  was  not  susceptible  of  mis- 
interpretation, and,  the  sequel  proves,  was  not  mis- 
understood. Mr.  Graves  was  the  bearer  of  this 
note,  having  read  it,  and  being  fully  apprized  of  its 
contents,  and  tendered  it  to  Mr.  Cilley,  in  the  hall 
of  the  house  of  representatives,  while  the  house  was 
in  session.  Mr.  Cilley  declined  to  receive  it,  and 
thereupon  a brief  correspondence  ensued,  which 
terminated  in  the  challenge  and  death  of  Mr.  Cil- 
ley by  the  bearer  of  this  note.  The  first  note  of 
Mr.  Graves  was  delivered  by  himself  to  Mr.  Cilley, 
on  the  same  day  on  which  he  bore  the  note  of 
Webb,  that  is,  on  Wednesday,  the  21st  of  Fe- 
bruary, 1S38,  and  should  have  borne  that  date.  It  is 
as  follows: 

House  of  Representatives,  February  20,  1833. 

In  the  interview  which  I had  with  you  this  morn- 
ing, when  you  declined  receiving  from  me  the  note 
of  colonel  J.  W.  Webb,  asking  whether  you  were 
correctly  reported  in  the  Globe  in  what  you  are 
there  represented  to  have  said  of  him  in  this  house, 
on  the  12th  instant,  you  will  please  say  whether 
you  did  not  remark,  in  substance,  that  in  declining 
to  receive  the  note,  you  hoped  I would  not  consider 
it,  in  any  respect,  disrespectful  to  me;  and  that  the 
ground  on  which  you  rested  your  declining  to  re- 
ceive the  note  was  distinctly  this:  Thatyou  could 

not  consent  to  get  yourself  into  personal  difficulties 
with  conductors  of  public  journals,  for  what  you 
might  think  proper  to  say  in  debate  upon  this  floor, 
in  discharge  of  your  duties  as  a representative  of 
the  people;  and  that  you  did  not  rest  your  objec- 
tion, in  our  interview,  upon  any  personal  objections 
to  colonel  Webb  as  a gentleman. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  J.  Graves. 

Hon.  Jonathan  Cilley. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  note  which  Mr. 
Graves  bore,  is  described  by  him  as  the  note  of  colo- 
nel J.  W.  Webb,  asking  whether  Mr.  Cilley  was 
correctly  reported  in  the  Globe,  in  what  he  was 
there  represented  to  have  said  in  the  house  of  rcjire- 
sentalives,  on  the  1 2///  instant.  But  it  will  be  per- 
ceived that  the  note  itself,  though  it  is  thus  descri- 
bed by  Mr.  Graves  whenever  he  speaks  of  it  after- 
wards, does  not  contain  that  inquiry. 

Mr.  Cilley,  on  the  same  day,  personally  delivered 
to  Mr.  Graves  the  following  note  in  reply: 

House  of  Representatives,  February  21,  1838. 

The  note  which  you  just  placed  in  my  hands  has 
been  received.  In  reply,  I have  to  state  that  in 
your  interview  with  rne  this  morning,  when  you 
proposed  to  deliver  a communication  from  colonel 
Webb,  of  the  New  York  Courier  and  Enquirer,  I 
declined  to  receive  it,  because  I chose  to  be  drawn 
into  no  controversy  with  him.  I neither  affirmed 
or  denied  any  thing  in  regard  to  his  character;  but 


when  you  remarked  that  this  course  on  my  part 
might  place  you  in  an  unpleasant  situation,  I stated 
to  you,  and  now  repeat,  that  I intended,  by  the  re- 
fusal, no  disrespect  to  you. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JONA.  ClLLEV. 

Hon.  W.  J.  Graves. 

On  Thursday,  the  day  following,  Mr.  Graves 
sent  his  second  note  to  Mr.  Cilley,  which  was  de- 
livered to  him  in  his  seat,  during  the  session  of  the 
house,  by  Mr.  Menefee,  of  Kentucky,  the  latter 
accompanying  its  delivery  with  an  expression  of  the 
hope  that  Mr.  Cilley  would  perceive  the  propriety 
of  relieving  Mr.  Graves  from  a position  which  was 
painful  to  him.  Mr.  Cilley  remarked  that  the  note 
should  be  attended  to.  It  is  as  follows: 

House  of  Representatives,  February  22,  1838. 

Sir:  Your  note  of  yesterday,  in  reply  to  mine  of 
that  date,  is  inexplicit,  unsatisfactory,  and  insuffi- 
cient. Among  other  things  in  this,  that,  in  your 
declining  to  receive  colonel  Webb’s  communica- 
tion, it  does  not  disclaim  any  exception  to  him  per- 
sonally as  a gentleman.  I have,  therefore,  to  in- 
quire whether  you  declined  to  receive  his  communica- 
tion on  the  grond  of  any  personal  exception  to  him 
as  a gentleman  or  a man  of  honor.  A categorical 
answer  is  expected. 

Very  respectfully, 

Wm.  J.  Graves. 

Hon.  J.  Cilley. 

Mr.  Cilley,  on  the  same  day,  returned  the  follow- 
ing reply,  by  Mr.  Duncan,  of  Ohio: 

House  of  Representatives,  February  22,  1838. 

Sir:  Your  note  of  this  date  has  just  been  placed 
in  my  hands.  I regret  that  mine  of  yesterday  was 
unsatisfactory  to  you;  but  I cannot  admit  the  right 
on  your  part  to  propound  the  question  to  which  you 
ask  a categorical  answer,  and  therefore  decline  any 
further  response  to  it. 

Very  respectfully, 

Jona.  Cilley. 

Hon.  W.  J.  Graves. 

On  Friday,  the  23d  of  February,  Mr.  Wise  pre- 
sented to  Mr.  Cilley,  at  his  boarding  house,  a few 
minutes  before  12  o’clock,  M.  a challenge  from  Mr. 
Graves. 

Washington  city,  Feb.  23,  1838. 

As  you  have  declined  accepting  a communica- 
tion which  I bore  to  you  from  colonel  Webb,  and 
as  by  your  note  of  yesterday  you  have  refused  to 
decline  on  grounds  which  would  exonerate  me  from 
all  responsibility  growing  out  of  the  affair,  I am  left 
no  other  alternative  but  to  ask  that  satisfaction 
which  is  recognized  amonggentlemen.  My  friend, 
hon.  Henry  A.  Wise,  is  authorized  by  me  to  make 
the  arrangements  suitable  to  the  occasion. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  J.  Graves. 

Hon.  J.  Cilley. 

On  the  evening  of  the  same  day,  about  the  hour 
of  five  o’clock,  P.  M.  Mr.  Jones,  the  delegate  from 
Wisconsin,  delivered  lo  Mr.  Graves,  in  the  room  of 
Mr.  Wise,  and  in  his  presence,  an  acceptance  of 
the  challenge: 

Washingion  city,  Feb.  23,  1838. 

Your  note  of  this  morning  has  been  received.  My 
friend,  general  Jones,  will  “make  the  arrangements - 
suitable  to  the  occasion.” 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Jona.  Cilley. 

Hon.  W.  J.  Graves. 

Mr.  Jones  immediately  submitted  the  following 
proposition  to  Mr.  Wise: 

Washington,  Feb.  23,  1838. 

Sir:  Mr.  Cilley  proposes  to  meet  Mr.  Graves,  at 
such  place  as  may  be  agreed  upon  between  ns,  to- 
morrow, at  12  o’clock,  M.  The  weapons  to  be 
used  on  the  occasion  shall  be  rifles;  the  parlies 
placed  side  to  side  at  eighty  yards  distance  from 
each  other;  to  hold  the  rifles  horizontally  at  arm’s 
length,  downwards;  the  rifles  to  be  cocked,  and 
triggers  set;  the  words  to  be,  “Gentlemen,  are  you 
readv?”  After  which,  neither  answering  “No,” 
tile  word  shall  be,  in  regular  succession,  “Fire — 
one,  two,  three,  four.”  Neither  party  shall  fire  be- 
fore the  word  “fire,”  nor  after  the  word  “four.” 
The  positions  of  the  parties  at  the  ends  of  the  line 
to  be  determined  by  lot.  The  second  of  the  party 
losing  the  position  shall  have  the  giving  of  the 
word.  The  dress  to  be  ordinary  winter  clothing, 
and  subject  to  the  examination  of  both  parties. 
Each  party  may  have  on  the  ground,  besides  his 
second,  a surgeon,  and  two  other  friends.  The  se- 
conds, for  execution  of  their  respective  trusts, 
are  allowed  to  have  a pair  of  pistols  each  on  the 
ground,  but  no  other  person  shall  have  any  weapon. 
The  rifles  to  be  loaded  in  the  presence  of  the  se- 
conds. Should  Mr.  Graves  not  be  able  to  procure 
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a rifle  by  the  time  prescribed,  time  shall  be  allowed 
for  that  purpose. 

Your  very  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  W.  Jones. 

Hon.  Henry  Jl.  Wise. 

About  nine  o’clock,  P.  M.  Mr.  Wise  replied: 
Washington,  Feb.  23,  1838. 

Sir:  The  terms  arranging  the  meeting  between 
Mr.  Graves  and  Mr.  Cilley,  which  you  presented 
to  me  this  evening,  though  unusual  and  objection- 
able, are  accepted;  with  the  understanding  that  the 
rifles  are  to  be  loaded  with  a single  ball,  and  that 
neither  party  is  to  raise  his  weapon  from  the  down- 
ward horizontal  position  until  the  word  “fire.” 

I will  inform  you,  sir,  by  the  hour  of  11  o’clock, 

A.  M.  to-morrow,  whether  Mr.  Graves  has  been 
able  to  procure  a rifle,  and,  consequently,  whether 
he  will  require  a postponement  of  the  (time  of 
meeting. 

Your  very  obedient  servant, 

Henry  A.  Wise. 

Hon.  Geo.  W.  Jones. 

At  8 o’clock,  A.  M.  on  the  24th,  Mr.  Jones  left 
at  Mr.  Wise’s  room  the  following  note,  to  wit: 
Washington  city,  D.  C.  Feb.  24,  1838. 

Sir:  I will  receive,  at  Dr.  Reilly's,  on  F street, 
any  communication  you  may  see  proper  to  make 
me,  until  11  o’clock,  A.  M.  to-day. 

Respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  W.  Jones. 

Hon.  H.  Jl.  Wise. 

Hr.  Reilly’s,  F street, 
February  24,  1838,  10  o’clock,  Jl.  M. 

Sir:  I have  called  at  this  place,  in  conformity 
with  yqur  note  of  this  morning,  to  inform  you  that 
Mr.  Graves  has  i.ot  as  yet  been  able  to  procure  a 
rifle  and  put  it  in  order,  and  cannot  be  ready  at  12 
o’clock,  M.  to-day.  He  is  desirous,  however,  to 
have  the  meeting  to-day,  if  possible,  and  I will  in- 
form you  by  half-past  12  o’clock,  M.  to-day,  what 
time  to  procure  and  prepare  a weapon  he  will  re- 
quire. 

Very  respectfully,  &c. 

Henry  A.  Wise. 

Hon.  Geo.  W.  Jones. 

Afterwards,  Mr.  Jones  left  at  Mr.  Wise’s  room 
the  following  note,  to  wit: 

Washington,  10%  A.  M. 

February  24,  1838. 

Your  note,  dated  10  o’clock  to-day,  is  received. 

In  reply,  I have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  I 
have  in  my  possession  an  excellent  rifle,  in  good 
Older,  which  is  at  the  service  of  Mr.  Graves. 

Very  respectfully,  &c. 

Geo.  W.  Jones. 

Hon.  II.  A.  Wise. 

Afterwards,  Mr.  Jones  sent  to  Mr.  Wise’s  room 
the  following  note,  to  wit: 

Washington,  February  24,  1838,  11  A.  M. 

Sir:  Through  the  politeness  of  my  friend.  Dr. 
Duncan,  1 now  tender  to  you,  for  the  use  of  Mr. 
Graves,  the  rifle  referred  to  in  my  note  of  10^  A. 
M.  this  morning. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

Geo.  W.  Jones. 

Hon.  II.  A.  Wise. 

And  with  this  note  a rifle  and  powder-flask,  and 
balls,  were  left  at  Mr.  Wise’s  room. 

The  lifle  was  procured  by  Mr.  Jones,  and  sent 
by  him  to  Mr.  Wise,  in  accordance  with  a previous  i| 
request  of  Mr.  Wise,  or  in  consequence  of  a con-  ! 
versation  between  them.  Mr.  Jones  says  it  was 
in  strict  accordance  with  the  request  of  Mr.  Wise: 
and  Mr.  Wise  says  he  had  a conversation  with  Mr. 
Jones  upon  the  subject,  requested  Mr.  Jones  to  in- 
form him  where  one  could  be  obtained,  and  has  no 
doubt  that  it  was  in  consequence  of  this  conversa- 
tion that  Mr.  Jones  sent  the  rifle,  and  that  he  acted 
with  the  best  motive  in  sending  it. 

Mr.  Wise  having  received  the  last  note,  called  on 
Mr.  Jones,  and  informed  him  that  Mr.  Graves 
had  procured  another  rifle,  and  would  be  ready  j 
for  the  meeting  at  three  o’clock,  P.  M.  The  parties  1 
met  by  arrangement  on  the  road  to  Marlborough, 
in  Maryland.  Mr.  Cilley  was  accompanied  by  his 
second,  Mr.  Jones,  by  Mr.  Bynum  of  North  Caro- 
lina, and  colonel  James  W.  Schaumburg,  as  bis 
friends,  and  by  doctor  Duncan,  of  Ohio,  as  his  sur- 
geon. Mr.  Graves  was  attended  by  Mr.  Wise,  as 
his  second,  by  Mr.  Crittenden,  senator  from  Ken-  ' 
tuclcy,  and  Mr.  Menefee,  of  Kentucky,  as  his 
friends,  and  by  Dr.  Foltz,  of  this  city,  as  his  sur- 
geon; and  all  proceeded  thence  about  2 o'clock, 

P.  M.  to  the  place  of  meeting.  Mr.  Jones  and  Mr. 
Wise  immediately  marked  olf  the  ground.  The 
line  of  fire  was  at  right  angles  with  the  rays  of  the 
sun.  The  choice  of  positions  fell  by  lot  to  Mr. 
Wise,  and  Mr.  Jones  had  the  giving  of  the  word. 
Mr.  Wise  chose  the  position  at  the  northwesterly 
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end  of  the  line.  The  distance  was  about  ninety- 
two  yards.  There  was  a strong  wind  falling  on  the 
line  of  fire  at  an  angle  of  about  forty-five  degrees 
against  Mr.  Cilley.''  The  position  of  Mr.  Graves 
was  near  a wood,  partly  sheltered  by  it,  and  that  of 
Mr.  Cilley  was  on  higher  ground,  and  in  the  open 
field.  The  calibre  of  Mr.  Graves’  rifle  was  nearly 
j twice  as  large  as  that  of  Mr.  Cilley’s,  and  would 
|;  receive  a ball  of  about  eighty  to  the  pound;  while 
I the  rifle  of  Mr.  Cilley  would  receive  a ball  of  about 
one  hundred  and  thirty-two  to  the  pound.  Mr. 
Calhoon  and  Mr.  Hawes,  both  members  of  the 
house  from  Kentucky,  were  at  some  distance  off  as 
spectators.  Mr.  Wise  had  two  rifles  on  the  ground, 
one  of  which,  not  being  loaded,  remained  by  con- 
sent in  one  of  the  carriages.  The  hack  drivers 
were  on  the  ground;  ar.d  two  other  persons  (Grafton 
Powell  and  James  F.  Brown)  were  present,  with- 
out the  consent  of  either  party  or  their  friends. 
Shortly  after  three  o’clock,  P.  M.  the  parties  ex- 
changed shots,  according  to  the  terms  of  meeting. 
Mr.  Cilley  fired  first,  before  he  had  fully  elevated 
his  piece;  and  Mr.  Graves  fired  one  or  two  seconds 
afterwards.  Both  missed.  Mr.  Graves  could  not 
have  reserved  his  fire,  had  he  been  disposed  to  do  so. 

The  friends  assembled  at  the  request  of  Mr. 
Wise,  and  Mr.  Jones  inquired  of  Mr.  Wise  whether 
his  friend,  Mr.  Graves,  was  satisfied?  Mr.  Wise 
immediately  said:  “Mr.  Jones,  these  gentlemen 
have  come  here  without  animosity  towards  each 
other;  they  are  fighting  merely  upon  a point  of 
honor;  cannot  Mr.  Cilley  assign  some  reason  for 
not  receiving  at  Mr.  Graves’  hands  colonel  Webb’s 
communication,  or  make  some  disclaimer  which 
will  relieve  Mr.  Graves  from  his  position?”  Mr. 

• Jones  replied:  “While  the  challenge  is  impending, 
Mr.  Cilley  can  make  no  explanations.”  Mr.  Wise 
said:  “The  exchange  of  shots  suspends  the  chal- 

lenge, and  the  challenge  is  suspended  for  explana- 
tion.” Mr.  Jones,  thereupon,  went  to  Mr.  Cilley 
and  returned;  and  after  a few  words  in  regard  to 
putting  in  writing  what  had  been  and  might  be 
said,  Mr.  Jones  proceeded  to  say:  “I  am  authorized 
by  my  friend,  Mr.  Cilley,  to  say,  that  in  declining 
to  receive  the  note  from  Mr.  Graves,  purporting  to 
be  from  colonel  Webb,  he  meant  no  disrespect  to 
Mr.  Graves,  because  he  entertained  for  him  then, 
as  he  now  does,  the  highest  respect  and  the  most 
kind  feelings;  but  that  he  declined  to  receive  the 
note,  because  he  chose  not  to  be  drawn  into  any 
controversy  with  colonel  Webb,”  or.  “he  refuses 
to  disclaim  disrespect  for  colonel  ?Webb,  because 
he  does  not  choose  to  be  drawn  into  an  expression 
of  opinion  as  to  him.”  Both  expressions  were 
used  in  the  course  of  the  conversation.  After  a con- 
sultation on  each  side,  Mr.  Wise  said  to  Mr.  Jones, 
“This  answer  leaves  Mr.  Graves  precisely  in  the 
position  in  which  he  stood  when  the  challenge  was 
sent.”  From  an  examination  of  the  evidence,  it 
will  be  perceived  that,  although  the  language  made 
use  of  by  the  persons  present,  in  nairating  what 
passed  on  this  occasion,  is  not  the  same,  there  is  yet 
no  substantial  difference  between  them.  Mr.  Cilley 
re-asserted  the  ground  which  he  had  assumed  in 
the  correspondence;  that  he  declined  to  receive  the 
note  of  Webb,  because  he  chose  to  be  drawn  into 
no  controversy  with  him;  that  he  refused  to  dis- 
claim any  personal  exception  to  Webb  as  a gentle- 
man or  man  of  honor,  because  he  would  neither  af- 
firm nor  deny  any  thing  in  regard  to  his  cha- 
racter; and  that  in  declining  to  receive  the  demand 
of  explanation,  he  had  intended  no  disrespect  to 
Mr.  Graves.  Mr.  Cilley  even  went  farther,  and  de- 
clared that  he  entertained  lor  him  the  highest  respect 
and  the  most  hind  feelir.gs.  The  posilion  of  Graves 
was,  therefore,  not  changed,  except  so  far  as  the 
peril  of  life  by  Mr.  Cilley  in  defence  of  his  own 
position,  and  the  subsequent  voluntary  avowal  of 
the  highest  respect  and  the  most  kind  feelings  for 
the  individual  who  had  put  him  in  jeopardy,  may 
be  supposed  to  have  changed  it. 

Mr.  Crittenden  says,  that  it  was  now  “urged  on 
the  part  of  Mr.  Graves,  that  Mr.  Cilley  ought  to 
make  some  such  explanation  or  declaration  as  had 
been  proposed,  for  the  satisfaction  of  Mr.  Graves; 
while  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Cilley  it  was  urged  that 
Mr.  Graves  ought  to  be  satisfied  with  the  exchange 
of  shots,  without  any  such  explanation  or  declara- 
tion.” All  the  friends  of  Mr.  Cilley  urged  that 
Mr.  Graves  should  now  be  satisfied,  and  that  the 
affair  should  now  terminate,  without  requiring 
from  Mr.  Cilley  any  further  concession  beyond 
what  he  had  already  made.  Doctor  Foltz  said  he 
“thought  the  affair  should  end  here;  that  there  was 
no  personal  ill  feelings  between  the  parties;  that 
they  had  proved  themselves  men  of  honor  and 
courage;  and  that  Mr.  Cilley’s  opinion  of  colonel 
Webb  could  not  be  changed  by  the  further  exchange 
of  shots  or  the  receipt  of  wounds.”  Mr.  Critten- 
den was  understood,  by  nearly  all  present,  to  con- 
cur in  these  views,  though  it  seems  he  did  not  intend 


so  to  be  understood,  but  acquiesced  with  Mr. 
Wise  and  Mr.  Menefee  in  insisting  that  the  fight 
should  go  on,  unless  Mr.  Cilley  would  make  the 
concession,  which  had  been  demanded.  Accord- 
ingly the  challenge  was  renewed,  and  the  parties 
resumed  their  position,  and  again  exchanged  shots 
in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  terms  of  meeting. 
Mr.  Graves  fired  first,  before  he  had  fully  elevated 
his  piece;  Mr.  Cilley  fired  about  two  seconds  after- 
wards. They  both  missed.  Mr.  Cilley  could  not 
have  reserved  his  fire  had  he  been  disposed  to  do 
so.  Mr.  Jones,  Mr.  Bynum,  Mr.  Schaumburg,  doc- 
tor Foltz,  Mr.  Wise,  and  Mr.  Fuller,  thought,  irom 
the  motions  and  appearance  of  Mr.  Graves,  that  he 
was  hit.  He  at  once  said,  “I  must  have  another 
shot.”  Mr.  Wise  says,  “he  positively,  peremptori- 
ly, and  repeatedly  insisted  upon  another  shot.” 

The  seconds  and  friends  again  assembled,  and 
the  challenge  was  again  withdrawn.  Mr.  Jones 
said,  “Mr.  Wise,  my  friend,  in  coming  to  the  ground 
and  exchanging  shots  with  Mr.  Graves,  has  shown 
to  the  world  that,  in  declining  to  receive  the  note 
of  colonel  Webb,  he  did  not  do  so  because  he 
dreaded  a controversy.  Fie  has  shown  himself  a 
brave  man,  and  disposed  to  render  satisfaction  to 
Mr.  Graves.  I do  think  that  he  has  done  so,  and 
that  the  matter  should  end  here.”  Mr.  Wise  re- 
plied, in  substance:  “Mr.  Jones,  Mr.  Cilley  has  al- 
ready expressed  his  respect  for  Mr.  Graves,  in  the 
written  correspondence,  and  Mr.  Graves  does  not  re- 
quire of  Mr.  Cilley  a certificate  of  character  for 
colonei  Webb;  he  considers  himself  bound  not  on- 
ly to  preserve  the  respect  due  to  himself,  but  to 
defend  the  honor  of  his  friend,  colonel  Webb.  Mr. 
Graves  only  insists  that  he  has  not  borne  the  note 
of  a man  who  is  not  a man  of  honor  and  not  a gen- 
tleman.” The  challenge  was  again  renewed,  and 
while  the  friends  were  loading  the  rifles,  Mr.  Wise 
and  Mr.  Jones  walked  apart,  and  Mr.  Wise  asked 
Mr.  Jones  “if  Mr.  Cilley  could  not  assign  the  rea- 
son for  declining  to  receive  the  note  of  colonel 
Webb,  that  he  [Mr.  Cilley]  did  not  hold  himself 
accountable  to  colonel  Webb  for  words  spoken  in 
‘debate?”  Mr.  Jones  replied,  that  “Mr.  Cilley 
W'ould  not  assign  that  reason,  because  he  did  not 
wish  to  be  understood  as  expressing  the  opinion 
whether  he  was  or  was  not  accountable  for  words 
spoken  in  debate.”  Mr.  Wise  then  asked  Mr.  Jones 
whether  “Mr.  Cilley  would  not  say  that,  in  declin- 
ing to  receive  the  note  of  colonel  Webb,  he  meant 
no  disrespect  to  Mr.  Graves,  either  directly  or  indi- 
rectly?” To  which  Mr.  Jones  replied  affirmative- 
ly, adding,  “Mr.  Cilley  entertains  the  highest  re- 
spect for  Mr.  Graves,  but  declined  to  receive  the 
note  because  he  chose  to  be  drawn  into  rio  contro- 
versy with  colonel  Webb.”  Mr.  Jones  says  that 
Mr.  Wise  took  no  exception  to  this  answer,  but 
continued  to  require  other  concessions,  as  stated, 
to  be  made.  Mr.  Wise  says  that  in  making  that 
proposition  he  went  beyond  his  instructions;  and 
that  the  proposition  and  the  response  to  it  were  not 
communicated  to  Mr.  Graves,  but  were  communi- 
cated both  to  Mr.  Graves  and  to  Mr.  Menefee.  Mr. 
Crittenden  says  he  does  not  remember  to  have 
heard  them,  nor  to  have  heard  of  them,  during  the 
progress  of  the  contest,  and  that  he  does  not  re- 
member to  have  given  any  advice  or  opinion  upon 
them.  Mr.  Menefee  remembers  the  proposition 
and  reply,  and  positively  or  by  acquiescence  gave 
the  advice  that  the  reply,  thus  qualified,  was  but  a 
reiteration,  in  substance,  of  the  original  ground  as- 
sumed by  Mr.  Cilley,  and  held  to  be  inadmissible 
by  Mr.  Graves.  Mr.  Wise  had  in  his  possession, 
on  the  ground,  three  written  propositions,  neither 
of  which  was  exhibited,  nor  their  substance  sub- 
mitted, in  any  other  manner  than  as  before  stated. 

Mr.  Jones,  Mr.  Bynum,  Mr.  Schaumburg,  Dr. 
Duncan,  and  Dr.  Foltz,  now  objected,  in  the  strong- 
est language,  against  the  further  prosecution  of  the 
contest,  and  insisted  that  it  should  now  cease,  and 
that  Mr.  Graves  should  declare  himself  satisfied. 
Mr.  Crittenden  was  understood  again,  by  nearly  all 
present,  to  concur  in  these  views;  but  it  appears, 
from  his  testimony,  that  he  acquiesced  in  the  views 
of  Mr.  Wise  and  Mr.  Menefee.  They  insisted 
that  the  fight  should  go  on,  unless  Mr.  Cilley  would 
make  the  concessions  which  were  demanded;  ei- 
ther a direct  disclaimer  of  any  personal  exception 
to  James  Watson  Webb,  as  a gentleman  and  a man 
of  honor,  in  declining  to  receive  his  note,  or  an  in- 
direct disclaimer,  by  placing  the  refusal  to  receive 
it  upon  the  ground  of  privilege;  both  of  which  Mr. 
Cilley,  in  the  correspondence  and  throughout  the 
affair  upon  the  field,  had  refused  to  do,  and,  per- 
sisting in  it,  had  twice  received  the  fire  of  his  an- 
tagonist. 

Immediately  previous  to  the  last  exchange  of 
shots,  Mr.  Wise  said  to  Mr.  Jones,  “If  this  matter 
is  not  terminated  this  shot,  and  is  not  settled,  I will 
propose  to  shorten  the  distance.”  To  which  Mr. 
Jones  replied,  “After  this  shot,  without  effect,  I 


will  entertain  the  proposition.”  Mr.  Graves  had 
directed  Mr.  Wise,  if  they  missed  repeatedly,  to 
prevent  a prolongation  of  the  affair  by  proposing 
closer  quarters;  in  consequence  of  which,  Mr.  Wise 
made  the  proposition,  which  would  have  aggravat- 
ed the  severity  of  the  terms.  The  rifles  being 
loaded,  the  parties  resumed  their  stations,  and  fired 
the  third  time,  very  nearly  together.  Mr.  Cilley 
was  shot  through  the  body.  He  dropped  his  rifle, 
beckoned  to  one  near  him,  and  said  to  him,  “I  am 
shot,”  put  both  his  hands  to  his  wound,  fell,  and  in 
two  or  three  minutes  expired. 

Early  in  the  day  on  which  he  fell,  an  agreement 
was  entered  into  between  James  Watson  Webb, 
Daniel  Jackson,  and  William  H.  Morell,  to  arm 
themselves,  repair  to  the  room  of  Mr.  Cilley,  and 
force  him  to  fight  Webb  with  pistols  on  the  spot, 
or  to  pledge  his  word  of  honor  to  give  Webb  a 
meeting  before  Mr.  Graves;  and,  if  Mr.  Cilley 
would  do  neither,  to  shatter  his  right  arm.  They 
accordingly  took  measures  to  ascertain  whether 
Mr.  Cilley  was  at  his  lodgings;  and  finding  that  he 
was  not,  they  proceeded,  well  armed,  to  Bladens- 
burg,  where  it  was  said  the  duel  between  Mr. 
Graves  and  Mr.  Cilley  was  to  take  place.  Before 
arriving  there,  it  was  agreed  between  Webb,  Jack- 
son,  and  Morell,  that  Webb  should  approach  Mr. 
Cilley,  claim  the  quarrel,  insist  on  fighting  him, 
and  assure  him  that  if  he  aimed  his  rifle  at  Mr. 
Graves,  he  [Webb]  would  shoot  him  [Mr.  Cilley] 
on  the  spot.  It  was  supposed  by  them  that  Mr. 
Graves  or  Mr.  Wise,  or  some  of  the  party,  would 
raise  a weapon  at  Webb,  whereupon  it  was  agreed 
that  Webb  should  instantly  shoot  Mr.  Cilley,  and 
that  they  should  then  defend  themselves  in  the  best 
way  they  could.  Not  finding  the  parties  at  Bla- 
densburg,  they  followed  in  pursuit  to  the  old  maga- 
zine, and  thence  to  the  shore  of  the  Potomac,  near 
the  arsenal,  at  Greenleaf’s  point,  whence,  it  being 
after  3 o’clock,  P.  M.  they  returned  to  the  city,  to 
await  the  result.  “It  is  unnecessary  to  add,”  say 
they,  in  a statement  drawn  up  by  Webb,  signed  by 
Jackson  and  Morell,  and  published  in  the  New 
York  Courier  and  Enquirer,  “what  would  have 
been  the  course  of  colonel  Webb,  if  Mr.  Graves, 
instead  of  Mr.  Cilley,  had  been  injured.  Suffice  it 
to  say,  that  it  was  sanctioned  by  us;  and  however 
much  we  deplored  it,  we  could  not  doubt  but  the 
extraordinary  position  in  which  he  would  have 
been  placed  would  have  warranted  the  course  de- 
termined upon.”  It  is  difficult  to  imagine  what  is 
here  darkly  shadowed  forth,  if  it  be  not  that,  had 
Mr.  Cilley  survived  the  encounter  with  Mr.  Graves, 
and  had  the  latter  suffered  in  it,  it  w'ould  then  have 
been  the  fate  of  Mr.  Cilley  to  have  encountered  an 
assassin. 

Such  were  the  material  facts  and  circumstances 
which  attended  the  death  of  Mr.  Cilley.  The  com- 
mittee, entertaining  the  opinion  that  the  cause  of 
the  challenge  was  the  cause  of  the  death  of  Mr. 
Cilley,  have  sought  for  it  where  it  should  be  found 
in  the  most  authentic  form,  in  the  correspondence 
of  the  parties. 

Mr.  Cilley  declined  to  receive  the  note  of  Mr. 
Wpbb,  because  he  “chose  to  be  drawn  into  no  con- 
troversy with  hirn.”  He  placed  his  refusal  to  re- 
ceive a demand  for  explanation  of  the  words  spo- 
ken by  him  in  debate  solely  on  the  ground  of  his 
own  voluntary  election,  without  assigning  any  other 
reason.  “He  chose  to  be  drawn  into  no  controversy” 
with  Webb.  He  declared,  at  the  same  time,  that 
he  neither  affirmed  nor  denied  any  thing  in  regard 
to  Webb’s  character,  in  declining  to  receive  the 
note.  He  declared  further,  that  he  had  before 
stated,  and  now  repeated,  that  he  intended  by  the 
refusal  no  disrespect  to  Mr.  Graves,  and  that  he  had 
said  this  only  in  reply  to  a remark  of  Mr.  Graves, 
that  this  course  might  place  him  in  an  unpleasant 
situation. 

Mr.  Graves,  in  his  second  note,  takes  but  one 
exception  to  this  first  note  of  Mr  Cilley.  “Itdoes 
not  disclaim  any  exception  to  him  (Webb)  per- 
sonally as  a gentleman.”  He  says:  “Your  note  of 
yesterday,  in  reply  to  mine  of  that  date,  is  inexpli- 
cit, unsatisfactory,  and  insufficient;  among  other 
things  is  this — -that,  in  your  declining  to  receive 
colonel  Webb’s  communication,  it  does  not  disclaim 
any  exception  to  him,  personally,  as  a gentleman.” 
“I  have,  therefore,”  he  adds,  “to  inquire  whether 
you  declined  to  received  his  communication  on  the 
ground  of  any  personal  exception  to  him  as  a gen- 
tleman or  a man  of  honor?  A categorical  answer 
is  expected.” 

Mr.  Cilley,  in  his  second  note,  regrets  that  his 
first  was  unsatisfactory,  but  cannot  admit  the  right 
of  Mr.  Graves  to  propound  the  question,  and,  there- 
fore, he  declines  any  further  response  to  it. 

It  is  difficult  to  conceive  that  Mr.  Graves,  upon 
this  correspondence  of  Mr.  Cilley,  could  have  chal- 
lenged him  for  intending  disrespect  to  Mr.  Graves; 

, for  any  such  intention  was  positively  disclaimed. 
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and,  as  appears,  in  a most  unexceptionable  and 
courteous  manner,  in  reply  to  a suggestion  of  his 
own,  which  called  for  it;  or  for  affirming  or  deny- 
ing any  tiling  in  regard  to  the  character  of  Webb,  in 
declining  to  receive  his  note;  for  any  such  affirma- 
tion or  denial  is  alsodisclaiiued,  in  equally  positive 
terms.  Mr.  Cilley  had  declined  to  receive  a call 
from  James  Watson  Webb,  for  explanation  of  words 
spoken  in  debate  in  the  house  of  representatives, 
and  had  put  his  refusal  solely  on  the  ground  that 
he  chose  to  be  drawn  into  no  controversy  with  him; 
but  he  is  pressed  further,  and  interrogated  beyond 
this  limit,  which  he  bad  assigned  to  himself,  and  a 
categorical  answer  is  demanded  to  the  question 
whether  he  declined  on  the  ground  ot  any  personal 
exception  to  Webb  as  a gentleman  or  a man  of 
honor.  He  denies  the  right  to  interrogate  him  in 
this  manner  for  declining  a call,  which  his  right, 
and  duty,  as  a member  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives, and  the  just  maintenance  of  the  privileges  of 
that  body,  required  him  to  decline;  and,  denying 
the  right  to  interrogate,  he,  therefore,  refused  to 
submit  to  answer  any  further.  And  it  was  because 
he  refused  to  receive  the  note,  and  refused  to  an- 
swer any  further,  that  he  was  challenged  by  ano- 
ther member  of  the  same  body. 

This  matter  is  not  left  open  to  inference  or  argu- 
ment. The  cause  of  the  challenge  appears  in  a 
manner  which  precludes  all  doubt.  It  is  still  further 
specified  and  avowed  by  Mr.  Graves  himself,  in  his 
own  note,  which  contains  the  challenge.  It  is 
stated  clearly,  unequivocally,  and  with  the  utmost 
precision,  and  is  assigned  expressly,  and  in  form, 
as  the  cause  for  which  the  challenge  is  given.  "Ms 
you  have  declined  accepting  a communication  which 
I bore  to  you  from  colonel  Webb,  and  as  by  your  note 
of  yesterday  you  have  refused  to  decline  on  grounds 
which  would  exonerate  me  from  all  responsibility 
growing  out  of  the  affair,  I am  left  no  other  alterna- 
tive but  to  ask  that  satisfaction  which  is  recognised 
among  gentlemen.”  Mr.  Cilley,  by  his  “ note  of  yes- 
terday,'’ had  refused  to  answer  the  question  to  which 
a “ categorical  answer”  had  been  demanded;  that  is 
to  say,  "whether  he  declined  to  receive  colonel.  Webb’s 
communication  on  the  ground  of  any  personal  excep- 
tion to  him  as  a gentleman  or  man  of  honor.”  The 
ground  of  challenge,  therefore,  is,  by  Mr.  Graves 
himself,  expressly  stated  to  be,  that  Mr.  Cilley  de- 
clined to  receivl  the  communication  from,  Webb,  and, 
by  his  note  of  February  22d,  refused  to  answer  that 
question,  touching  the  honor  of  Webb.  This  was  the 
open  and  avowed  cause,  set  forth  and  presented  to 
Mr.  Cilley,  by  which  he  was  guided,  and  upon 
which  he  acted,  in  a matter  involving  the  utmost 
extremity  of  human  responsibility.  For  this  cause, 
and  for  this  alone,  he  was  challenged  and  fell  by 
the  hand  of  Mr.  Graves;  unless  it  be  admissible  to 
believe  that,  after  all  verbal  communication  had 
ceased  between  him  and  his  antagonist,  and  the 
difference  had  assumed  the  form  exclusively  of  a 
written  correspondence  between  them,  he  was 
challenged  and  fell  for  a cause  not  set  up  in  that 
correspondence,  not  put  forth  as  a ground  of  com- 
plaint, not  made  known  to  him  or  his  friends  as  a 
matter  of  grievance,  and  in  regard  to  which,  there- 
fore, it  may  be  believed,  he  was  profoundly  igno- 
rant, and  bad  no  opportunity  afforded  him  in  any 
way  of  voluntary  satisfaction  or  explanation. 

Nor  is  there  any  thing  in  what  subsequently  oc- 
curred, as  disclosed  by  the  joint  statement  of  the 
seconds,  or  the  testimony  of  any  witness  which 
gives  color  to  a suggestion,  that  there  was,  at  any 
time  afterwards,  a change  of  the  ground  of  contro- 
versy. 

No  communication  whatever,  upon  the  subject 
of  difference,  took  place  between  the  principals, 
their  respective  seconds,  or  friends,  after  the  chal- 
lenge was  given,  before  the  first  exchange  of  shots. 
Of  course,  no  change  of  the  ground  of  controversy 
could  have  occurred  until  after  Mr.  Cilley  had  re- 
ceived the  fire  of  his  antagonist,  and  had  hazarded  his 
life  in  defence  of  the  position  which  he  had  assum- 
ed in  the  correspondence.  After  the  first  exchange 
of  shots,  as  already  shown,  Mr.  Cilley  re-asserted 
his  original  position,  and  Mr.  Wise  insisted  that 
what  was  then  said  by  Mr.  Jones  only  placed  “the 
affair  upon  the  original  grounds,”  and  left  Mr. 
Graves  precisely  in  the  position  in  which  he  stood 
when  the  challenge  was  sent.”  There  was,  in  fact, 
no  change  whatever  in  the  position  of  the  parties, 
except  what  arose  from  the  circumstance  that  Mr. 
Cilley  had  given  to  Mr.  Graves  the  satisfaction  de- 
manded of  an  exchange  of  shots,  and  from  the  fur- 
ther circumstance  that  Mr.  Cilley  not  only  repeat- 
ed the  disclaimer  that  he  had  meant  no  disrespect 
to  Mr.  Graves,  hut  positively  avowed,  also,  that  he 
entertained  for  him  the  highest  respect  and  the  most 
kind  feelings. 

In  this  state  of  the  controversy  the  challenge  is 
renewed,  and  Mr.  Cilley  again  puts  his  life  in  jeo- 
pardy. The  challenge  being  once  more  suspended,  | 


he  again  insists  upon  his  original  position,  that  he 
had  declined  to  receive  the  demand  for  explanation  of 
the  words  spoken  by  him  in  debate , because  he  chose  to 
be  drawn  into  no  controversy  with  Webb,  and.  that  he 
would  assign  no  other  reason;  and  while,  on  the  other 
hand,  it  was.  insisted  lor  Mr.  Graves  that  he  con- 
sidered himself  bound  not  only  to  preserve  the  re- 
spect due  to  himself,  but  to  defend  the  honor  of 
his  friend,  colonel  Webb,  and  that  he  only  insisted 
'•that  he  had  not  borne  the  note  of  a man  who  was  not 
a man  of  honor  and  not  a gentleman ,”  Mr.  Cilley  re- 
plied affirmatively  to  a proposition  submitted  on  the 
part  of  Mr.  Graves,  that  in  declining  to  receive  the 
-note,  he  meant  no  disrespect  to  Mr.  Graves,  either  di- 
rectly or  indirectly;  and  declared  that  he  entertain- 
ed the  highest  respect  for  him,  but  declined  to  re- 
ceive the  note,  because  he  chose  to  be  drawn  into 
no  controversy  with  colonel  Webb.  He  excluded, 
in  direct  and  positive  terms,  every  possibility  ol  dis- 
respect to  Mr.  Graves,  directly  or  indirectly,  and 
in  effect  only  insisted  on  his  right  to  decline  a de- 
mand for  explanation  of  words  spoken  in  debate, 
because  he  chose  to  be  drawn  into  no  controversy 
upon  the  subject,  without  assigning  any  other  rea- 
son. But  he  was  interrogated  for  another  reason, 
and  another  reason  was  demanded;  and  for  resist- 
ing that  demand  the  challenge  was  again  renewed, 
and  he  fell  a victim  in  defence  of  what  he  conceiv- 
ed to  be  his  rights  as  an  individual,  or  as  a repre- 
sentative of  the  people  in  the  house  of  representa- 
tives. 

The  committee  were  disposed  to  pursue  this  in- 
quiry in  every  form.  Not  content  with  tracing  the 
cause  of  the  challenge  in  the  written  correspon- 
dence, in  the  assignment  of  reasons  for  the  chal- 
lenge under  Mr.  Graves ’own  hand,  and  in  the  va- 
rious propositions  which  were  submitted  on  the 
field,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the  contest, 
they  proceeded  to  put  to  every  witness  who  was  be- 
lieved to  know  any  thing  upon  the  subject,  the  di- 
rectinquiry,  whether  “Mr.  Graves  or  his  second,  at 
any  time  before  Mr.  Cilley  fell,  communicated  to 
Mr.  Cilley,  his  second,  or  attendant  friends,  that  a 
question  of  veracity  between  Mr.  Graves  and  Mr. 
Cilley  was  a point  of  difficulty  to  he  adjusted.'” — 
Mr.  Jones  answered,  “Certainly  not  to  me,  nor  to 
Mr.  Cilley,  at  any  time,  to  my  knowledge,  either 
before  or  during  the  day  the  duel  was  fought.  I did 
not  hear  ot  the  existence  of  such  a question  until  the 
Sunday  or  Monday  after  Mr.  Cilley  was  killed. — 
The  written  correspondence  between  Mr.  Craves 
and  Mr.  Cilley  does  not  show  the  existence  of  any 
such  question  of  veracity.”  Mr.  Bynum  answered, 
“I  heard  no  such  communication,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, from  either  Mr.  Graves  or  his  second,  made 
or  intimated  to  Mr.  Cilley  or  any  of  his  friends, 
before  he  fell.”  Mr.  Schaumburg  answered,  “I 
did  not  understand  that  there  was  a “question  of  ve- 
racity” between  the  parties,  nor  was  there  any  con- 
versation on  the  subject.”  Dr.  Duncan  answered, 
“They  never  did  to  my  knowledge.  I never  heard 
the  question  of  veracity -assigned,  during  Mr.  Cil - 
ley’s  life,  as  the  cause  of  any  difficulty.”  Mr. 
Pierce  answered,  “I  never  held  any  conversation 
with  Mr.  Graves,  or  ‘his  second  or  attendant  friends,’ 
in  relation  to  the  late  fatal  duel,  nor  did  I ever  hear, 
until  subsequently  to  the  24th  of  February  last,  ‘that 
any  question  of  veracity  between  Mr.  Graves  and 
Mr  Cilley,  was  a point  of  difficulty  to  be  adjusted.” 
Dr.  Foltz  answered,  “They  did  not.”  Mr.  Wise 
answered,  “I  do  not  know  what  Mr.  Graves  may 
have  communicated  to  Mr.  Cilley  at  any  time  be- 
fore he  fell,  as  to  a question  of  veracity  between 
them.  I presume  they  both  knew  what  had  passed 
between  them,  verbally.  I believe  that  I did  state 
to  Mr.  Jones,  or  to  other  friends  of  Mr.  Cilley,  on 
the  ground,  that  Mr.  Graves  said  Mr.  Cilley  had 
assigned  to  him  the  reason  for  declining  to  receive 
the  note  of  colonel  Webb,  that  he  did  not  choose  to 
be  held  accountable  for  words  spoken  in  debate.  I 
think  I so  informed  Mr.  Jones  when  I asked  him 
if  Mr.  Cilley  could  not  assign  this  reason  on  the 
ground:  but  of  this  I am  not  positive.”  Mr.  Crit- 
tenden answered,  “Not  that  I know  of.  I know  of 
no  communication  between  any  of  these  parties 
other  than  as  before  stated,  so  far  as  I now  recol- 
lect. Whether  those  communications  involve  any 
such  question  it  is  not  for  me  to  decide;  no  such 
question  was  made,  in  terms,  that  I know  of.”  Mr. 
Menefee  answered,  “Mr.  Graves  had  no  commu- 
nication of  any  kind  with  Mr.  Cilley,  his  second,  or 
attendant  friends,  and  of  course  did  not  communi- 
cate to  them  that  such  a question  was  a point  of 
difficulty.  Nor  did  the  second  of  Mr.  Graves,  as 
far  as  I remember,  make  such  a communication, 
except  so  far  as  tnay  he  implied  from  the  proposi- 
tions made  by  him,  in  connection  with  the  corres- 
pondence, &c.  One,  at  least,  of  the  friends  ot  Mr. 
Graves,  in  the  presence  of  his  second,  made  fre- 
quent attempts  to  direct  the  attention  of  the  second 
and  friends  of  Mr.  Cilley  to  the  difficulty  which 


was  presented  by  the  terms  of  Mr.  Graves’  first 
note  (giving  his  version  of  what  Mr.  Cilley  had 
said)  and  the  ground  which  Mr.  Cilley  had  subse- 
quently assumed.  But  it  was  not  referred  to,  in- 
terms,  as  a question  of  veracity.  It  uas  believed 
that  Mr.  Cilley  had  honorable  grounds,  which 
would  be  satisfactory  to  Mr.  Graves,  and  at  the 
same  time  compatible  with  the  truth,  which  would 
effect  the  object,  without  making  directly  such  a 
question  whilst  efforts  were  penning  to  accommo- 
date. Whether  the  views,  thus  expressed,  were 
communicated  to  Mr.  Cilley,  I know  not.  For  the 
character  of  what  occurred  on  this  point,  so  far  as 
I participated  in  it,  the  committee  are  referred  to 
my  general  statement.” 

Mr.  Graves  said  to  Dr.  Foltz,  on  the  way  to  the 
field,  “That  he  had  been  the  bearer  of  a note  from 
colonel  Webb  to  Mr.  Cilley,  inquiring  if  Mr.  Cil- 
ley had  been  correctly  reported  in  the  Globe.  Mr. 
Cilley  refused  to  receive  the  note,  and  declined  giving 
his  reasons,  which  implicated  me,  in  consequence  of 
which  1 challenged  him,  but  I have  no  personal  ani- 
mosity towards  him.”  Mr.  Wise  said  on  the  field, 
“Mr.  Jones,  these  gentlemen  have  come  here  with- 
out animosity  towards  each  other;  they  are  fighting 
merely  upon  a point  of  honor.”  “These  men  have 
nothing  against  each  othei;  they  are  merely  settling 
a point  of  honor.” 

This  concurrent  testimony  of  all,  without  excep- 
tion, taken  in  connection  with  the  written  corres- 
pondence, the  various  propositions  and  answers  on 
the  field,  and  the  further  fact  that  Mr.  Cilley  had  not 
been  informed  that  Mr.  Graves  had  undertaken  to 
repeat  to  others  any  verbal  communication  between 
them,  or  that  any  misapprehension  or  misunder- 
standing existed  between  them  on  that  subject,  ut- 
terly repels  the  suggestion,  that  any  question  of  ve- 
racity had  arisen,  or  had  been  made,  or  was  the 
cause  of  the  challenge,  or  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Cil- 
ley. Indeed,  any  misapprehension  on  that  subject 
would  have  given  no  more  just  ground  of  animo- 
sity, and  least  of  all  of  the  highly  vindictive  feel- 
ings necessarily  aroused  by  a question  of  veracity, 
than  the  very  evident  misapprehension  which  Mr. 
Graves  labored  under  in  regard  to  soinepaits  of  the 
note  of  James  Watson  Webb,  of  which  he  was  the 
bearer. 

The  committee  will  not,  injustice  to  Mr.  Graves, 
harbor  the  belief,  that  there  were  rankling  secretly 
in  his  bosom  any  vindictive  or  hostile  feelings  to- 
wards Mr.  Cilley,  growing  out  of  any  question  of 
personal  veracity,  and  prompting  him  to  cairy  on 
a deadly  warfare  under  another  pretext,  not  only 
without  a direct  and  explicit  disclosure  of  the  real 
cause  ot  difficulty,  sucli  as  would  have  left  no  mis- 
apprehension on  the  mind  of  any  one,  but  under 
circumstances  which  misled  the  other  party  and  his 
friends,  and  left  him,  under  that  false  impression,  to 
the  forfeit  of  his  life. 

The  committee  have,  therefore,  come  to  the  con- 
clusion, that  the  words  spoken  by  Mr.  Cilley  in  debate 
in  the  house  of  representatives,  the  refusal  of  Mr. 
Cilley  to  receive  a demand  for  explanation  of  those 
ivords,  and  his  refusal  to  assign  any  other  reason  for 
it,  than  that  he  chose  to  be  drawn  into  no  difficulty 
upon  the  subject,  were  the  causes  which  led  to  the 
death  of  Mr.  Cilley,  under  the  circumstances  which 
have  been  substantially  detailed. 

It  remains  to  inquire  whether  there  has  been  a 
breach  of  the  privilege  of  the  house. 

It  is  a breach  of  the  highest  constitutional  privi- 
leges of  tlie  house,  and  of  the  most  sacred  rights 
of  the  people  in  the  person  of  their  representative, 
to  demand  in  a hostile  manner,  an  explanation  of 
words  spoken  in  debate;  to  be  the  bearer  of  such  a 
demand;  to  demand  a reason  for  refusing  to  receive 
it,  beyond  the  mere  voluntary  eleciion  of  the  mem- 
ber interrogated;  or  to  demand,  under  any  circum- 
stances, any  reason  at  all.  No  member  can  be 
be  questioned  in  a hostile  way,  and  put  to  his  plea, 
and  yield  to  it,  without  subjecting  himself  to  great 
disadvantages  in  the  estimation  ot  many,  and  im- 
pairing his  influence  and  his  usefulness  as  a mem- 
ber. It  is  a still  more  aggravated  breach  of  the  pri- 
vilege of  the  house,  and  of  the  rights  of  the  people 
in  tlie  person  of  their  representative,  to  challenge  a 
member,  and  to  slay  him  in  combat,  for  refusing  to 
comply  with  any  such  demand.  It  is  the  highest 
offence  which  can  be  committed  against  either 
house  of  congress;  against  the  freedom  of  speech 
and  of  debate  therein;  against  the  spirit  and  the 
substance  of  that  constitutional  provision,  that  for 
any  speech  or  debate  in  either  house,  the  member 
shall  not  be  questioned  in  any  other  place,  and  vio- 
lates essentially  tlie  right  of  perfect  immunity  else- 
where for  words  spoken  in  debate  here,  which  is  es- 
sential to  the  independence  of  congress,  and  to  the 
existence  of  constitutional  liberty.  And  when  this 
offence  is  committed  by  a member,  it  calls  for  tlie 
exercise  of  the  highest  powers  of  the  house  to  purge 
itself  of  the  evil,  to  maintain  effectually  its  rights 
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and  privileges,  and  to  preserve  inviolatfe  this  iriiiijil- 
nity,  which  is  guarantied  by  the  constitution,  not 
for  the  sake  of  the  individual,  but  for  his  constitu- 
ents and  the  country. 

The  present  case  is  without  any  circumstance  of 
extenuation.  A member  of  the  house,  in  a manner 
most  strictly  parliamentary,  on  an  occasion  most 
appropriate,  in  language  most  decorous  and  moder- 
ate, in  defence  of  the  honor  of  the  house  against  an 
anonymous  and  unfounded  charge  of  corruption, 
had  alluded  to  the  published  records  of  former  pro- 
ceedings with  perfect  truth  and  accuracy;  had  in 
obedience  to  his  duty,  declined  a hostile  demand 
for  explanation  in  a manner  in  which  the  commit- 
tee can  discover  no  cause  of  ofi'ence;  had  respect- 
fully with  expressions  of  regret,  declined  to  admit 
the  right  to  interrogate  him  further;  had  disclaimed 
all  disrespect,  directly  or  indirectly,  towards  his 
antagonist,  and  avowed  for  him  the  highest  respect 
and  the  kindest  feelings;  ami,  after  all  this,  avowed 
without  hostility,  and  against  the  strongest  protes- 
tations of  others,  he  was  required  fatally  to  expose 
himself  to  the  third  discharge  of  a rifle.  On  the 
other  hand,  Mr.  Graves,  a member  of  the  house, 
voluntarily  and  unnecessarily  became  the  bearer  of 
a demand  from  another  member  in  attendance,  for 
an  explanation  of  words  spoken  in  debate;  he  pre- 
sented it  in  the  house  while  the  house  was  in  ses- 
sion; he  demanded  a reason  for  the  refusal,  beyond 
the  voluntary  election  of  that  member  to  be  drawn 
into  no  difficulty  upon  the  subject;  which  being 
withheld,  he  then  challenged  him  in  this  city,  and 
slew  him  in  this  vicinity,  while  congress  was  in 
session.  Every  step  of  Mr.  Graves  in  this  progress, 
involved  him  deeper  and  deeper  in  a breach  of  the 
privileges  of  the  house,  until  their  destruction  was 
consummated  in  the  person  of  Mr.  Cilley.  The 
eye  of  reason  can  discover,  in  the  whole  course  of 
Mr.  Cilley,  no  offence  towards  those  who  pursued 
him,  except  that  given  by  alluding  to  the  records  of 
congress,  in  the  faithful  and  upright  discharge  of 
his  duty  as  a member,  which,  justly,  could  have 
given  no  olfence  at  all.  Nor  can  his  death  be  vin- 
dicated or  excused  by  any  circumstance  whatso- 
ever, not  even  by  that  custom,  the  relic  of  unen- 
ligblened  and  barbarous  ages,  which  was  formerly 
supposed  to  be  a proof  of  some  degree  of  physical 
courage,  but  is,  in  fact,  a signal  monument  of  the 
want  of  tlie  higher  attribute  of  moral  courage; 
which  has,  in  these  modern  times,  degenerated  into 
a game  of  chances  and  a scramble  for  undue  advan- 
tages; which  can  furnish  no  criterion  for  truth,  jus- 
tice, or  honor,  and  deals  out  its  inflictions  of  misery 
most  severely  upon  the  unoffending  and  the  help- 
less; which  is  deeply  deplored  by  all  men,  even 
those  who  submit  to  it,  and  is  forbidden,  in  every 
stage  of  it,  by  all  law,  human  and  divine. 

It  i3  not  necessary,  on  the  present  occasion,  to  go 
into  any  consideration  of  the  general  power  of  the 
house  to  punish  for  breach  of  privilege;  or  to  in- 
quire into  the  origin  and  foundation  of  that  power 
over  contempts,  which  has  been  asserted  by  the 
parliament  of  Great  Britain,  from  time  immemo- 
rial, by  every  legislative  body,  by  every  judicial 
tribunal  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  and  re- 
peatedly, by  one  or  the  other  house  of  congress,  and 
lias  been  recognized  as  existing  in  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives by  the  supreme  court  of  the  United 
States.  Whether  it  be  a power  necessary  to  tile 
continued  existence  of  the  legislative  body,  or  a 
power  necessary  to  the  free  exercise  of  its  legisla- 
tive functions,  it  is  in  either  case  a necessary  power, 
strictly  granted  by  the  constitution,  and  as  fully 
granted  as  if  it  were  literally  expressed.  Butin 
the  case  of  members,  the  constitution  has  expressly 
granted  the  power  to  punish  for  disorderly  conduct; 
and  has,  also,  expressly  granted  the  power,  with 
the  concurrence  of  two-thirds,  to  expel  a member 
for  any  cause  which  two-two  thirds  of  the  house 
may  deem  sufficient. 

The  committee,  therefore,  viewing  the  breach  of 
the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  house,  on  the  part 
of  Mr.  Graves,  to  have  been  an  otfpnoe  of  this  high 
character,  against  the  vital  principle  of  a delibera- 
tive assembly  and  of  representative  government, 
feel  constrained,  by  a sense  of  duty, -to  present  to 
the  house  a resolution  that  he  be  expelled  there- 
from. 

It  has  been  decided  by  the  house  of  representa- 
tives, on  a former  occasion,  that  it  was  a breach  of 
privilege  to  send  a challenge  to  a member  in  attend- 
ance, or  to  be  the  bearer  of  such  challenge.  And 
it  is  equally  so  to  act  as  second  to  the  challenger. 
In  the  present  instance  it  appears  that  Mr.  Wise 
had  no  knowledge  of  the  demand  of  explanation 
which  was  borne  by  Mr.  Graves,  and  had  never 
seen  that  paper  until  after  the  fatal  catastrophe. 
But  having  been  early  consulted  by  Mr.  Graves 
upon  the  first  letter  of  Mr.  Cilley,  and  concurred 
with  him  in  his  views  of  it,  he  bore  the  challenge 
to  Mr.  Cilley,  and  he  acted  throughout  as  the  se- 


cond of  the  challenger,  advising  and  insisting  that 
the  fight  should  go  on,  until  Mr.  Cilley  fell.  The 
committee,  therefore,  deeming  him  deeply  involved, 
under  the  circumstances  which  this  case  presents, 
in  a breach  of  the  privileges  of  the  house,  report  a 
resolution  that  he  deserves  the  decided  censure 
of  the  house,  and  that  he  be  censured  accordingly. 

Mr.  Jones  had  no  knowledge  of  the  affair  until 
the  determination  of  Mr.  Cilley  had  been  formed 
as  to  the  acceptance  of  the  challenge,  and  the  time, 
mode,  weapon,  and  other  preliminaries  of  the  meet- 
ing. But  he  was  the  bearer  of  the  acceptance,  and 
acted  throughout  as  the  second  of  the  challenged 
party;  and  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  committee  that  he 
was  thereby  involved  in  a breach  of  privilege,  and 
that  he  be  censured  therefor. 

In  regard  to  the  persons,  not  principal  nor  se- 
conds, who  were  present  on  the  field,  and  expressed 
their  opinions  at  the  request  of  the  parties,  without 
having  advised,  instigated,  or  procured  the  meeting, 
however  they  might  be  implicated  in  the  courts  of 
oflaw,  the  committee  entertain  doubts  how  far  they 
would  be  involved  in  a breach  of  privilege;  and, 
under  a strong  conviction  that  the  power  of  the  house 
should  be  exec  ised,  never  in  a doubtful  case,  al- 
ways with  moderation,  they  content  themselves 
with  presenting  the  facts  and  circumstances,  so  far 
as  those  persons  are  concerned,  without  proposing 
any  action  thereon. 

The'  committee  entertain  no  doubt,  that  James 
Watson  Webb  has  been  guilty  of  a breach  of  the 
privileges  of  the  house;  but  they  also  concur  unani- 
mously in  the  opinion,  that  if  there  be  any  real  ground 
to  believe  that  a conspiracy  to  assassinate  actually 
existed,  as  set  forth  in  that  atrocious  paper  drawn 
up  by  him,  signed  by  Daniel  Jackson  and  William 
H.  Morell,  sw'orn  to  by  the  latter,  and  published  in 
the  New  York  Cornier  ,and  Enquirer,  he  be  left  to 
the  chastisement  of  the  courts  of  law  and  of  public 
opinion,  ami  that  the  house  will  consult  its  own  dig- 
nity and  the  public  interests  by  bestowing  upon  him 
no  further  notice. 

As  soon  as  the  report  was  read,  as  the  clerk  was 
about  to  read  the  resolutions  with  which  it  con- 
cludes, 

Mr.  Wise  asked  leave  to  propound  a question  to 
the  chairman  of  the  committee,  in  justice  to  all  the 
parties  concerned. 

Mr.  Turney  inquired  if  the  reading  of  the  whole 
paper  was  concluded? 

The  Chair  replied  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Turney  must  then  object  to  arresting  it  at 
this  stage. 

Mr.  XVise  would  remark  to  the  gentleman  that  the 
question  came  in  pertinently  at  that  time.  It  was  a 
single  question. 

Mr.  Turney  would  withdraw  it  for  that  purpose, 
but  he  should  renew  the  objection  if  it  arrested  the 
reading  of  the  report  for  any  length  of  time. 

Mr.  Wi  se  said  it  was  one  of  serious  import  as  re- 
spected himself  as  second  in  that  affair,  or  he  should 
not  have  interposed  at  that  time.  There  was  a gen- 
eral remark,  as  would  be  noticed  by  the  house,  in 
the  report  of  the  majority  in  relation  to  the  gen- 
eral practice  of  duelling.  Speaking  of  the  charac- 
ter of  that  practice,  they  speak  of  it  generally  as  a 
scramble  for  undue  advantages.  I merely  wish, 
said  Mr.  W.  to  ask  the  chairman,  to  aks  all  the 
members  of  the  committee,  so  that  my  remark  may 
not  be  misunderstood  by  the  world,  or  by  any  here 
present  or  absent,  whether  the  least  particle  of  the 
least  conviclion  existed  in  the  mind  of  any  one 
member  of  that  committee,  that  the  least  undue,  or 
scramble  for  undue  advantage,  was  taken,  or  attemp- 
ted to  be  takep,  in  this  fighl?  Whether  the  friends 
of  the  deceased  did  not  think  the  fight  was  perfectly 
fair,  and  whether  there  was  any  evidence  to  show 
there  was  any  undue  advantage  taken  in  any  way. 
in  any  manner,  by  any  of  the  parties? 

Mr.  Toucey  said  I will  answer  in  the  most  posi- 
tive manner,  as  far  as  I know,  that  it  was  not  the  in- 
tention of  the  committee,  In  that  general  remark,  to 
make  any  application  of  it  to  this  particular  case  nor 
to  accuse  any  one  on  the  field  for  any  scramble  for  un- 
due advantage,  or  any  thing  that  would  be  denomi- 
nated unfair.  Nor  was  there  any  evidence  of  any 
thing  of  the  kind. 

The  resolutions  with  which  the  report  concludes 
were  then  read,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  William  J.  Graves,  a member  of 
this  house  from  the  state  of  Kentucky,  in  bearing 
to  the  late  Jonathan  Cilley,  then  a member  of  this 
house,  the  demand  for  explanation  of  words  spoken 
in  debate,  demanding  his  reasons  for  declining  to 
receive  it,  and  challenging  him,  and  engaging  in  a 
late  duel  with  him,  which  terminated  in  his  death, 
has  been  guilty  of  a breach  of  the  privilege  of  this 
house. 

And  be  it  further  resolved.  That  the  said  W.  J.  G. 
for  said  breach  of  privilege  be,  and  hereby  is,  ex- 
pelled from  this  house. 


Resolved,  That  Henry  A.  Wise,  in  bearing  a chal- 
lenge to  the  late  Jonathan  Cilley,  then  a member 
of  this  house,  and  acting  as  a second  to  the  chal- 
lenger in  the  duel,  which  terminated  in  the  death 
of  Mr.  Cilley,  has  been  guilty  of  a breach  of  the  pri- 
vileges of  this  house,  and  that  he  deserves  the 
decided  censure  of  this  house,  and  hereby  is,  cen- 
sured according]  v. 

Resolved,  That  Geo.  W.  Jones,  in  acting  as  se- 
cond to  the  challenged  part)',  the  late  Jonathan  Cil- 
ley, then  a member  of  this  house,  in  the  duel  which 
terminated  in  his  death,  has  been  guilty  of  a breach 
of  the  privileges  of  this  house,  and  that  he  be 
therefor,  and  hereby  is,  censured  accordingly  by 
this  house. 

Mr.  Hunter,  of  Virginia,  at  this  stage,  moved  an 
adjournment;  lost. 

The  report,  counter-report,  of  Messrs.  Grennell 
and  Rariden  was  then  read  through  by  the  clerk, 
and  having  been  concluded, 

Mr.  Bronson  moved  that  the  house  do  adjourn; 
which  motion  was  carried  in  the  negative. 

The  clerk  then  proceeded  to  read  the  report  of 
Mr.  Elmore,  another  member  of  the  select  commit- 
tee. 

[These  two  reports  will  be  given  hereafter.] 

As  soon  as  the  reading  of  the  above  report  was 
concluded— 

Mr.  Toucey  obtained  the  floor,  and,  on  his  mo- 
tion, 

The  house  adjourned. 

Thursday,  April  26.  The  Speaker  laid  before  the 
house  a letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
transmitting,  in  reply  to  (he  resolution  of  the  10th 
instant,  statements  of  the  amount  received  from  the 
sales  ol  public  land  subject  to  the  making  of  the 
Cumberland  road,  and  the  amount  of  unsold  land  in 
each  state,  &c. 

Also,  a letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  cor- 
recting an  error  in  his  report  of  the  16th  of  March,  in 
obedience  to  the  order  of  the  house  of  the  19th  Feb- 
ruary, as  to  the  date  of  the  appointment  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  scientific  corps  of  the  exploring  expedi- 
tion. 

Also,  a letter  from  the  postmaster  general  trans- 
mitting the  information  called  for  by  the  house  on 
the  16th  instant,  as  to  the  irregularities  and  failures 
of  the  great  western  mail  between  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington and  Wheeling  within  the  last  three  months, 
and  the  causes  thereof,  as  far  as  known  to  the  de- 
partment. 

Also,  the  following  letter  from  the  postmaster  gen- 
eral, in  answer  to  the  call  of  the  house  of  the  16th 
instant: 

Post  office  department,  April  24,  1838. 
Hon.  J.  K.  Polk, 

Speaker  house  of  representatives: 

Sir:  Incompliance  with  a resolution  adopted  by 
the  house  of  representatives  on  the  16th  instant,  I 
have  the  honor  to  inform  the  house  that  the  number 
of  failures  in  the  arrival  at  the  New  York  post  office, 
in  respect  to  the  express  mail  between  New  Orleans 
and  New  York,  since  the  first  day  of  January  last, 
appears  by  the  books  of  the  inspection  office  to  have 
been  thirty-four. 

These  are  not  total  failures,  but  failures  to  arrive 
on  the  proper  day. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AMOS  KENDALL. 

A number  of  resolutions,  petitions,  &c.  were  pre- 
sented, and  several  bills  read,  on  leave,  and  appro- 
priately referred. 

The  reading  of  the  documents  accompanying  the 
report  of  the  duelling  committee,  was  begun  imme- 
diately after  the  presentation  of  the  communica- 
tions referred  to  above,  and  occupied  the  whole  day’s 
sitting. 

During  the  reading,  the  private  secretary  of  the 
president  of  the  United  States  appeared  at  the  bar 
with  a message. 

The  Chair  announced  this  fact,  stating  that,  pend- 
ing a privdege  question,  a message  would  be  receiv- 
ed by  consent  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Sawyer,  of  North  Carolina,  objected  to  its 
reception. 

The  Chair  restated  the  rule  of  the  house  with  re- 
gard to  this  point,  at  the  same  time  remarking  that 
the  president  of  the  United  States  had,  at  any  time, 
a right  to  send  a message  to  the  house;  a right  by 
the  constitution,  and  one  to  which  he  had  never 
known  an  objection  to  have  been  made  before. 

Mr.  Sawyer  adhered  to  his  objection.  He  said 
thatjie  regarded  the  whole  of  the  proceeding  (in 
regard  to  the  late  duel)  now  pending  before  the 
house,  as  a solemn  farce;  the  sooner  it  was  finished 
the  better,  and  he  was  lor  having  every  thing  else  to 
give  way  to  it,  until  it  were  got  through  with. 

The  Speaker  said  it  was  a grave  question;  but  that 
if  he  were  to  be  called  on  to  decide  between  the  or- 
ders of  the  house  and  the  constitutional  right  of  the 
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executive  to  approach  it  with  a message,  he  must 
decide  that  the  message  must  be  received.  He  hoped 
the  objection  would  be  withdrawn,  however. 

The  objection  was  withdrawn,  and  the  message 
was  received. 

Mr  Howard  rose,  and  gave  notice  that  before  the 
house  should  adjourn,  he  should  ask  for  the  reading 
of  this  message. 

The  house  adjourned  at  4 o’clock,  however,  with- 
out taking  any  question,  or  concluding  the  reading 
of  the  evidence. 


CHRONICLE. 

Important  slave  case.  The  district  court  of  the 
United  States,  in  session  at  Trenton,  judge  Baldwin 
presiding,  has  been  engaged  during  a week  past 
with  a suit  brought  by  Culbreth,  of  Md.  against 
Griscom  and  others,  inhabitants  of  Salem,  in  the 
state  of  New  Jersey,  for  rescuing  a fugitive  slave 
which  the  plaintiff  had  claimed  in  the  vicinity  of 
that  town.  After  a laborious  trial,  Mr.  Southard 
for  the  plaintiff  and  Mr.  Frelinghuyson,  and  others, 
for  the  defendants,  the  jury  returned  a verdict  on 
Friday  of  $1000  damages  and  costs  against  the  de- 
fendants. A motion  was  made  for  a new  trial, 
which  will  be  argued  at  the  next  term. 

I Pouts  on’s  Daily  Advertiser. 

The  Valley  Creek  bridge  on  the  Columbia  rail- 
road, was  recently  destroyed  by  fire.  It  was  nearly 
300  feet  long,  and  in  thirteen  days  after  the  fire  a 
new  bridge,  of  the  same  length,  was  erected  and 
ready  for  travel. 

A gentleman  coming  up  the  river  to  Pittsburg 
dropped  his  wallet  overboard  containing  $3000  in 
bank  notes.  The  yawl  was  launched  and  the  wal- 
let picked  up  two  miles  below  the  place  it  was 
dropped.  Had  it  been  that  amount  in  Benton’s 
mint  drops,  it  would  have  gone  to  the  bottom  like  a 
lump  of  sugar  in  a tea  cup.  [N.  F.  Star. 

Willis  vs.  Clifton.  Here  is  a suit  in  earnest. — 
Willis  wrote  a play  expressly  for  the  lovely  Jose- 
phine, and  the  price  was  to  have  been  $1000.  The 
author  demanded  his  money  for  the  play,  which 
Josephine’s  secretary  paid  by  a note  of  hand. — 
When  the  note  was  due  it  was  protested  for  non- 
payment, and  for  this  cause  is  the  action  brought 
against  (he  pretty  actress.  She  says  she  won’t  pay 
it,  and  intends  to  plead  “no  consideration  and  no 
value.”  [ Boston  Post. 

The  Bank  of  Montreal  has  offered  a reward  of 
10001  for  the  recovery  of  about  10,0001  alleged  to 
have  been  stolen  bj'  ffm.  Coates,  late  first  teller  in 
the  branch  of  that  institution  established  in  Quebec. 

The  Ohio  Journal  states,  that  the  express  mail 
to  the  west  is  soon  to  be  discontinued. 

Mr.  Dunham,  late  cashier  of  the  Lafayette  Bank 
of  Boston,  has  been  convicted  of  perjury. 

Swamp  lands  of  North  Carolina.  Charles  B. 
Shaw,  esq.  engineer  of  the  literary  board  of  the 
state  of  North  Carolina,  reports  that  150,000  acres 
of  valuable  swamp  lands  in  the  eastern  section  of 
the  state,  may  be  drained  at  a cost  not  exceeding 
$70,000.  The  recovery  of  these  swamp  lands  will 
not  only  purify  a large  section  from  the  malaria, 
which  has  made  it  a grave  to  so  many,  but  add  im- 
mensely to  the  resources  of  the  state  by  that  rich 
soil  redeemed  for  cultivation,  the  profits  of  much  of 
which  it  appears  are  to  go  the  literary  fund.  Thus 
will  the  ploughman’s  toil  subserve  the  cause  of 
science  and  learning,  and  North  Carolina  be  en- 
riched in  pecuniary  as  in  intellectual  wealth. 

Frank  Johnson,  colored  leader  of  the  quondam 
Philadelphia  brass  band,  is  giving  concerts  before 
the  English  nobility  at  the  Argyle  rooms,  London. 
His  performances  are  highly  spoken  of. 

Richard  K.  Frost,  the  Thompsonian.  The  case  of 
this  gentleman,  whose  trial  on  the  charge  of  man- 
slaughter, for  killing  his  patient  Tiberius  G.  French, 
by  lobelia,  excited  so  much  attention  some  months 
ago,  was  brought  to  a conclusion  on  Monday  last  in 
the  New  York  court  of  general  sessions,  by  the 
court  adjudging  him  to  pay  $150.  The  fine  was 
paid  and  Dr.  Frost  was  discharged  from  custody. 

The  Northern  Bank  of  Kentucky,  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  act  passed  by  the  last  legislature,  is 
already  issuing  notes  of  one,  two,  and  three  dol- 
lars. They  are  signed  by  the  cashier  alone.  The 
vignettes  are  the  same  as  on  the  larger  notes. 

Red  river  raft.  New  Orleans,  April  1st  We  have 
been  favored  with  the  persual  of  a letter  from  cap- 
tain Shreve,  dated  March  the  29th  at  Duby’s  Bayou. 
He  states  that  the  raft  is  now  cleared  away,  and  the 
navigation  easy  and  uninterrupted.  He  ascended 
the  stream  through  the  wole  extent  of  the  raft,  a dis- 
tance of  52  miles,  in  nine  hours.  There  is  sufficient 
depth  of  water  for  any  steamer  that  can  navigate  Red- 
river. Ten  feet  is  found  in  the  shallowest  places- 


Loss  of  steamboat  Black  Hawk.  The  steamer 
Black  Hawk,  in  descending  the  Red  river  a few  days 
ago,  struck  a snag,  bilged  and  sunk.  She  was  laden 
with  cotton,  a good  portion  'of  which  was  saved. 
The  vessel  is  a wreck,  being  buried  in  three  fathoms 
water;  there  is  no  expectation  even  of  recovering  the 
engine  and  machinery. 

Short  passage.  The  ship  Richard  Anderson,  capt. 
Lucas,  arrived  at  Liverpool  on  the  8th  March  in  the 
remarkably  short  run  of  sixteen  days  from  Hampton 
roads.  This  fine  vessel,  it  will  be  recollected,  was 
built  in  Baltimore  for  a mercantile  house  in  Peters- 
burg, and  is  an  admirable  specimen  of  naval  archi- 
ecture,  both  in  regard  to  her  strength  of  construc- 
tion and  rapidity  of  sailing.  [ American . 

Naval.  A letter  dated  Valparaiso,  Dec.  27,  from 
an  officer  on  board  the  U-  S.  ship  Falmouth,  comman- 
der McKeever,  mentions  the  safe  arrival  of  that  ship 
at  that  port,  after  a passage  of  fifty  three  days  from 
Rio  Janeiro,  eighteen  of  which  were  spent  in  doub- 
ling the  cape,  they  having  proceeded  as  far  south  as 
lat.  59.  The  Falmouth  oif  cape  Horn  picked  up  a 
boat  containing  six  men,  belonging  to  an  American 
sealing  ship,  who  had  been  left  on  a desolate  island 
for  skins,  their  provisions  all  gone,  on  their  way  to 
Port  Desire,  when  the  timely  appearance  of  the  Fal- 
mouth relieved  them. 

Punishment  of  death.  An  act  of  the  New  Jersey 
legislature,  approved  on  the  17th  February  last,  dis- 
tinguishes all  murder  hereafter  committed  in  that 
state  into  three  degrees;  the  first,  when  the  homicide 
is  perpetrated  from  a premeditated  design  to  efFect 
the  death  of  the  person  killed,  or  of  any  other  human 
being;  the  second,  when  the  homicide  is  perpetrated 
by  an  act  eminently  dangerous  to  others,  and  evinc- 
ing a depraved  mind  regardless  ot  human  life,  al- 
though without  premeditated  design  to  kill:  and  the 
third,  when  the  homicide  is  perpetrated  by  a person 
engaged  in  the  commission  of  any  felony,  without 
any  design  to  effect  death.  Every  person  convicted 
of  murder  in  the  first  degree,  is  to  be  punished  with 
death,  those  convicted  of  the  second  degree,  are  to 
suffer  solitary  imprisonment  for  life  at  hard  labor,  and 
to  be  considered  and  esteemed  civily  dead  from  the 
moment  sentence  is  pronounced  against  them,  while 
those  convicted  of  the  third  degree,  are  doomed  to 
imprisonment  at  hard  labor  for  any  term  not  exceeding 
twenty  years,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court,  and  ac- 
cording to  the  nature  and  aggravation  of  their  offence. 

Isaac  H.  Bronson,  esq.  of  Jefferson  county.  New 
York,  a memberof  congress, has  been  appointed  judge 
of  the  fifth  judicial  district  of  that  state. 

Consuls.  George  Dobson  has  been  appointed  con- 
sul of  the  republic  of  Texas  for  the  port  of  Mobile, 
in  the  state  of  Alabama,  and  has  been  recognised  as 
such  by  the  president  of  the  United  States. 

Gcoi ge  A.  Trenhohn  has  been  appointed  vice  con- 
sul of  the  kingdom  of  the  Two  Sicilies  lor  the  port 
of  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  and  has  been  recog- 
nised as  such  by  the  president  of  the  United  States. 

The  governor  of  Tennessee  has  subscribed  stock 
to  the  amount  of  $650,090  in  the  Cincinnati  and 
Charleston  railroad  company,  in  pursuance  of  the 
bank  and  internal  improvement  act  of  the  late  gene- 
ral assembly  of  that  state. 

Marine  disasters.  The  New  York  Journal  of  Com- 
merce states,  on  the  authority  of  a friend  who  has 
kept  an  account  of  disasters  at  sea,  that  from  the  1st 
of  January,  1837,  to  the  1st  of  April,  1838,  news 
was  received  of  the  loss  of  119  ships,  161  brigs,  270 
schooners,  most  of  which,  though  not  all,  were 
American  vessels. 

The  Bank  of  West  Florida  has  been  reorganised, 
and  is  about  to  recommence  operations  in  Apalachi- 
cola. The  old  bills  have  been  called  in,  and  will  be 
paid  off  at  sight.  The  stock  is  said  to  be  in  the 
hands  of  substantial  capitalists,  who  are  making  ar- 
rangements to  place  the  affairs  of  the  bank  on  the 
most  respectable  footing.  At  a meeting  of  the  stock- 
holders held  in  Apalachicola,  on  the  2d  instant,  the 
following  gentlemen  were  elected  directors  for  the 
present  year,  viz:  H.  Stevenson,  A.  G.  Semmes,  E. 
Wood,  John  Locke,  John  T.  Myrick,  P.  W.  Gau- 
tier, jr.,  and  A.  K.  Allison. 

Michigan,  with  only  173,600  inhabitants,  already 
contains  fifty-two  banks,  while  in  Pennsylvania,  one 
of  the  oldest  states  in  the  union,  with  a population  of 
1,500,000,  there  are  but.  fifty  banks. 

Black  Hawk  and  his  son  at  a ball.  A ball  was 
given  at  fort  Madison,  Wisconsin  territory,  on  the 
22d  February,  in  honor  of  the  day.  The  Patriot  of 
that  place  says,  that  “general  Black  Hawk,  and 
Nashe-as-kulk,  his  eldest  son,  with  their  wives,  were 
present  on  this  occasion.  The  former  had  on  his  full 
court  dress.  The  br  ide  of  Black  Hawk’s  first  born 
is  said  to  be  a very  modest  and  pretty  young  woman 
of  the  Sauk  tribe.” 

The  board  of  aldermen  of  the  city  of  St.  Louis, 
have  balloted  one  hundred  and  forty-five  times  for  a 
president,  without  effecting  a choice. 


Never  before  done.  The  Lockport  Balance  records 
the  feat  of  a dog  which  a couple  of  weeks  since  wen 
over  the  falls  of  Niagara,  and  came  out  of  the  boil- 
ing .abyss  below,  landing  on  terra  firma  alive,  and 
not  much  the  worse  for  his  terrific  adventure. 

Canada  trials.  Fourteen  individuals  have  been 
tried  for  high  treason  at  Hamilton,  Upper  Canada, 
ten  of  whom  were  acquitted.  Among  the  four  con- 
victed, wras  a citizen  of  the  United  States. 

Sutherland  has  been  sentenced  to  transportation  to 
Van  Dieman’s  Land. 

List  of  the  officers  of  the  U.  S.  'ship  Concord  at  Vera 
Cruz,  31st  March. 

Commander — Andrew  Fitchburg. 

Lieutenants — Thomas  B.  Leib,  James  P.  McKins- 
try,  John  De  Camp,  Jas.  K.  Borvie. 

Surgeon — Mifflin  Coulter. 

Master — George  M.  White. 

Purser — N.  Wilson. 

Midshipmen — S.  D.  Trenchard,  Wm.  Shields,  C. 
Saunders,  Geo.  Cooper,  W.  Polk. 

Commander  John  Percival  has  been  appointed  to 
the  command  of  the  U.  S.  corvette  Cyane,  now  pre- 
paring for  sea  at  Boston.  [Army  and  Navy  Citron. 

Last  of  the  buffaloes.  The  Missouri  Watchman 
states  that  a dead  buffalo,  on  a long  tour  from  the 
head  waters  of  Missouri,  was  discovered  floating  on 
the  river,  one  day  last  week,  and  towed  into  the 
mouth  of  Wier’s  creek.  Numbers  were  attracted  to 
the  spot  by  the  novelty  of  the  spectacle.  Like  the 
Indians,  whose  melancholy  fate  they  had  been  doom- 
ed to  share,  these  exiles  of  the  prairie  are  strangers 
in  the  land  which  was,  but  a few  short  years  ago, 
their  undisturbed  home.  [St.  Louis  Bulletin. 

From  Fort  Towson.  Lillie  Rock,  (Arkansas,) 
April  11.  We  learn,  by  a letter  from  an  officer  of 
the  United  States  army,  at  fort  Towson,  that  cap- 
tain De  Hart  reached  that  post  on  the  morning  of 
the  31st  ultimo,  with  one  hundred  and  eighty  re- 
cruits for  the  companies  of  the  3d  U.  S.  infantry,  sta- 
tioned at  that  post.  They  left  New  York  on  the  9th 
February,  and  came  around  by  New  Orleans,  thence 
up  the  Mississippi  to  the  mouth  of  Red  river,  and 
up  the  latter  river,  through  the  great  ratt,  (which 
has  just  been  opened  under  the  superintendence  ot 
captain  Shreeve,)  to  their  place  of  destination;  hav- 
ing performed  the  distance,  no  doubt,  in  less  than  half 
the  time  that  it  ever  was  performed  before,  by  a simi- 
lar body  of  men. 

The  same  letter  adds,  that  captain  Bonneville 
would  leave,  in  a day  or  two,  with  his  company,  for 
Fort  Gibson.  [Arkansas  Gazette. 

Imports  und  exports  of  specie.  We  stated  lastw'eek 
the  sums  in  specie  recently  imported.  To-day  we 
give  the  exact  amount  of  imports  and  exports  for 
the  past  week. 

There  was  entered  at  the  custom  house  the  last 
week,  $3,062,500 

Exports  for  the  same  period  8,000 

$3,054,500 

Arrived  yesterday  in  the  George  Wash- 
ington, about  1,000,000 

Total  for  the  past  eight  days  $4,054,500 

[N.  Y.  Eve.  Post. 

Touching  the  present  importation  of  specie  from 
England,  the  Express  of  Monday  says — 

We  have  no  very  satisfactory  accounts  of  the  ways 
and  means  by  which  the  ten  millions  of  specie  aie 
raised  for  the  United  States,  though  it  is  now  cer- 
tain, that  the  Bank  of  England  has  entered  heartily 
into  the  exportation  for  the  purpose  of  righting  the 
exchange  on  New  York,  which  was  from  5 to  6 per 
cent,  against  England,  as  well  as  for  the  purpose  of 
re-instating  trade  and  confidence  in  this  country, 
so  as  once  more  to  create  a demand  for  British 
manufactures,  and  thus  impart  something  of  ac- 
tivity to  the  manufacturing  towns.  Mr.  Jaudon, 
we  see  it  stated,  is  active  in  remitting  gold  and  silver 
to  the  United  States  Bank, — and  it  is  also  stated, 
that  the  directors  of  the  Bank  of  England  have  sent 
orders  to  their  agent  here,  Mr.  Cowell,  to  purchase 
first  rate  bills,  and  to  remit  specie  to  a considerable 
amount  for  such  an  operation.  The  Bank  of  Eng- 
land will  make  a good  profit  by  this  business,  but 
It  is  subjected  to  severe  attacks  in  many  of  the 
British  presses  for  entering  upon  such  a trading 
character  in  the  precious  metals. 

Steam-ships  for  London  and  Bristol.  The  British 
steam-ship  Sirus  is  advertised  to  sail  from  New 
York  for  London  on  the  1st  day  of  next  month;  and 
the  steam-ship  Great  Western  for  Bristol  on  the  7th 
day  of  May.  Cabin  passage  in  each  $140,  in- 
cluding provisions  and  usual  fare  of  packet-ships. 

Sir  Andrew  Hay,  has  been  appointed  governor  of 
Bermuda,  with  a salary  of  6000(.  per  annum.  Shiel, 
the  “patriot”  has  been  appointed  one  of  the  com- 
missioners of  the  Greenwich  hospital,  with  a salary 
of  about  15001,  a sinecure  for  life. 
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Distressing  calamities.  We  have  published 
on  the  last  page  accounts  of  two  most  distressing 
calamities,  involving  the  loss  of  more  than  one  hun- 
dred lives,  by  the  bursting  of  the  boil  t of  the  steam- 
boat Moselle,  near  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  the  destruc- 
tion of  a large  portion  of  the  city  of  Charleston, 
South  Carolina,  by  lire,  causing  a loss  of  property 
estimated  at  nearly  three  millions  of  dollurs,  and  se- 
veral valuable  lives.  The  particulars  are,  indeed, 
most  heart-rending,  and  appeal  warmly  to  our  sym- 
pathies.. 

We  learn  from  the  Cincinnati  Express, dhat  the 
committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  facts  con- 
cerningthe  loss  of  the  Moselle,  state  that  there  were 
on  boinl  nearly  two  hundred  and  fifty-five passer&ers 
Of  this  no  nber,  it  is  known  that  there  are 

55  dead, 

56  missing, 

16  wounded, 

103  saved, 
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In  addition  to  the  233  here  enumerated,  there  were 
seventeen  passengers  not  registered,  who  are  known 
to  have  been  on  board,  making  up  the  total  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty-five.  The  probability  is  that  they 
are  among  the  dead. 

Virginia.  The  election  for  members  of  the 
legislature  has  resulted  in  the  choice  of  a majority 
ol  whigs.  We  cannot,  from  the  accounts  before 
us,  state  the  result  correctly;  but  the  latest,  seem- 
ingly prepared  wilh  care,  give  the  whigs  53  mem- 
bers, the  friends  of  the  administration  27,  and  the 
conservatives  7.  The  same  counties  last  year 
elected  37  whigs  and  56  friends  of  the  administra- 
tion. We  will  give  the  details  in  our  next. 

From  the  congressional  district  recently  repre- 
sented by  Mr.  Patton,  we  have  contradictory  re- 
ports. One  party  contends  that  Mr,  Slaughter  ( w.) 
lias  been  elected  by  a majority  ot  14  votes;  the 
other,  that  Mr.  Lynn  Banks  (ad.)  has  succeeded 
by  a majority  estimated  at  23  votes.  The  contest 
has  been  a close  one,  and  the  result  cannot  be  as- 
certained until  the  official  returns  are  received. 
They  shall  also  have  a place  in  the  next  “Regis- 
ter.” 

The  Albany  charter  election  was  held  on 
Tuesday  last,  and  resulted  in  an  aggregate  whig 
majority  of  597  votes. 

The  average  whig  majority  in  the  wards  is  as  fol- 
lows:— 


1st  ward 

217 

2d  “ 

41 

3d  “ 

196 

4th  “ 

83 

5th  “ 

60 
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Treasury  Department,  May  1,  1833. 
The  treasury  notes  issued  up  to  this  date,  under 
the  provisions  of  the  act  of  congress  of  the  12th  of 
Oclober,  1S37,  amount  to  $9,524,751  47 

It  appears  by  the  returns  made  up 
to  the  same  period,  that  there  has 
been  received  for  duties  and  lands,  and 
in  payment  of  debts  due  to  the  United 
States,  about  5,175,000  00 


This  leaves  outstanding  only  $4,349,751  47 
LEVI  W00B3URY, 

Secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Forged  treasury  notes.  A person  by  the 
name  of  John  B Henderson  was  yesterday  arrest- 
ed by  Mr.  constable  Beck,  of  Ihis  city,  and  fully 
committed  for  trial  by  justice  Morsell  for  having 
issued  and  passed  forged  treasury  notes.  In  his 
possession  were  found  several  impressions  of  those 
notes,  some  of  them  filled  up  and  some  blank.  All 
the  impressions  are  from  the  original  plates,  and 
are  what  are  usually  known  as  proof  impressions, 
and,  of  course,  must  have  been  slolen  from  the  en- 
gravers, (Messrs.'  Rawdon,  Wright  and  Hatch,) 
in  New  York,  who  have  the  plates  in  their  posses- 
sion. 

There  is  reason  to  believe  that  he  may  have 
assed  others  of  these  notes,  and,  as  all  found  in 
is  pc  ^session  were  of  India  paper,  it  is  to  be  hoped 
Vot.  LIV— Sli  10. 


that  none  of  the  forged  ones  were  of  the  paper 
used  for  the  genuine  notes.  If  such  be  the  case,  it 
is  very  easy  to  detect  the  counterfeits,  as  the  India 
paper,  on  which  they  are  impressed,  is  rather  thin- 
ner and  softer  than  that  of  the  genuine,  and  on 
being  wetted,  neariy  dissolves,  being  easily  torn, 
almost  with  breathing  strongly  on  it,  whilst  the  pa- 
per of  the  genuine  notes  is  of  the  strongest  mate- 
rial. The  signatures  also,  of  the  forged  notes,  al- 
though well  executed,  can  be  readily  detected. — 
The  signature  of  the  acting  treasurer,  Wm.  B. 
Randolph,  appears  as  if  written  Wm.  B.  Randolfh. 
That  of  the  register,  also,  T.  L.  Smith,  appears  to 
be  written  S.  T.  Smith. 

One  of  the  notes  passed  by  Henderson  purported 
to  be  for  $4,000,  the  sum  being  filled  up  by  the 
pen  on  the  impression  used  for  the  fractional  sums 
between  $50  and  $100.  No  note  of  that  amount 
has  ever  been  issued,  the  issues  as  yet  being  only 
notes  of  $1,000,  $500,  $100,  $50,  and  the  frac- 
tional issues  of  sums  between  $50  arid  $100,  the 
amount  and  figures  being  filled  up  with  the  pen. 

We  hasten  to  give  this  information,  in  order  to 
protect  the  community  from  being  imposed  on,  in 
case  any  of  the  forged  notes  should  be  offered. 

[ Globe  of  Tuesday. 

The  N.  Intelligencer  says  that  “the  prisoner,  on 
F riday,  27th  ult., presented  two  papers,  purporting  to 
be  treasury  notes  of  the  U.  S.,  of  the  value  of  $4,000 
and  $50,  at  the  Farmers’  and  Planters’  bank  of 
Baltimore,  for  which  he  received  their  notes  and  a 
premium.  It  was  soon  afterwards  ascertained  that 
these  notes  were  forgeries,  and  the  prisoner  was 
traced  to  this  city.  He  afterwards,  before  he  left 
Baltimore,  exchanged  the  Baltimore  notes  for 
Virginia  bank  notes.” 

From  Florida.  From  the  Globe  of  Wednesday 
night.  We  understand  reports  have  been  received 
at  the  war  deparlmeut,  stating  that  Alligator,  one 
of  the  most  active  and  warlike  of  the  hostiles,  had 
surrendered  at  Fort  Basinger  on  the  4th  of  April. 
He  was  found  with  83  of  his  people,  among  whom 
was  John  Cowaya  and  27  blacks,  to  the  southwest 
of  Okeechobee.  Alligator  was  to  return  to  his 
party,  and,  by  means  of  runners,  collect  all  the 
scattered  Indians,  and  concentrate  them  at  Pease 
creek.  It  is  confidently  expected  that  Coachoo- 
chee,  with  a small  party,  can  be  pevailed  on  by 
Alligator  to  come  in  also. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  it  is  also  learned  that 
45  Indians,  17  of  whom  are  warriors,  were  recently 
captured  by  a detachment  of  regular  troops  and 
Tennessee  volunteers,  under  lieutenant  R.  Ander- 
son, 3d  artillery,  and  are  now  at  Fort  Lauderdale. 
General  Jesup  at  the  last  advices,  (18th  April,) 
was  at  Tampa  Bay. 

Mail  carrier  murdered. — A letter  from  the 
postmaster  at  Tampa,  (Florida,)  dated  Feb.  13, 
says:  “The  mail  which  left  here  on  Tuesday,  the 
3d  inst.  is  lost.  The  carrier  was  brutally  murdered 
about  sixteen  miles  this  side  of  Fort  King.  He 
was  shot  from  his  horse  by  Indians,  his  scalp  taken 
off,  his  eyes  dug  out,  his  ears  and  nose  cut  off",  and 
other  horrid  atrocities  and  torments  inflicted  upon 
him.  The  horse  and  mail  bags  have  not  since  been 
found.” 

France.  In  relation  to  the  publications  below, 
which  have  been  transferred  to  the  journals  of  this 
country,  the  Intelligencer  of  Saturday  contains  the 
following  paragraph: 

“We  inserted  in  our  yesterday’s  paper  a letter 
from  the  Paris  correspondent  of  the  New  York 
American,  stating  that  despatches  had  been  re- 
ceived by  the  French  government,  from  the  United 
States,  in  relation  to  the  commercial  crisis  in  this 
country,  which  they  depict  in  the  darkest  colors; 
and  adding  that  the  French  minister  at  Washing- 
ton, and  the  consul  general  at  New  York,  concur- 
red in  giving  the  intelligence.  We  have  particular 
reasons  to  know,  since  the  appearance  of  that  ar- 
ticle in  our  columns,  that  this  statement  is  entirely 
incorrect  as  far  as  regards  the  former,  and  it  is  sup- 
posed equally  so  as  regards  the  latter  of  these  func- 
tionaries.” 

It  is  but  an  act  of  justice  to  the  French  minister 
near  the  United  States,  and  to  the  French  eonsul  at 


New  York,  to  confirm  the  truth  of  the  denial.  We 
understand  that  by  despatches  received  at  the  de- 
partment of  state  from  France,  it  appears  that  our 
minister  at  Paris  has  ascertained,  by  an  application 
to  count  Mole,  that  the  offensive  matters  in  the  let- 
ters were  forgeries,  interpolated  for  the  double  pur- 
pose of  doing  injury  to  the  administrations  of  France 
and  that  of  the  United  States.  The  financial  infor- 
mation was  sent  by  the  consul  at  New  York  with- 
out any  allusion  whatever  to  this  government. 

[Globe. 


Banks,  currency,  &c.  Bank  dividends.  The  fol- 
lowing dividends  have  been  declared  by  institutions 
of  New  York. 

The  bank  of  tire  state  of  New  York  six  per  cent, 
for  the  year  ending  the  1st  inst,  payable  on  the  10th 
inst. 

The  Leather  Manufacturer’s  bank  has  declared  a 
dividend  of  eight  per  cent,  for  the  year  ending  the 
1st  of  February  last,  payable  on  the  7th  inst. 

The  Merchants’  Exchange  bank,  eight  per 
cent.,  for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  payable  on 
the  10th  inst. 

The  bank  of  New  York,  a dividend  of  eight  per 
cent,  payable  on  the  10th  instant. 

The  Atlantic  bank  of  Brooklyn  has  declared  a 
dividend  of  eight  per  cent.,  payable  on  the  15th  inst. 

[ Times. 

Exchange.  For  the  European  packet  which  left 
here  yesterday,  the  demand  was  quite  limited  for 
bills  on  England,  and  the  amount  offered  being  con- 
siderable, the  rates  receded  about  1-2  per  cent.,  be- 
ing for  irood  current  bills  chiefly,  6 1-4  a 6 3-4  pre- 
mium; on  France,  bills  were  in  better  request,  and 
of.  33  a 5f.  37  1-2  were  the  rates  obtained;  but  lit- 
tle was  done  on  other  places,  and  mostly  at  39  cts. 
on  Holland,  34  7-8  on  Hamburgh  and  77  1 2 cents. 
No  sales  of  treasury  notes  were  made  yesterday, 
the  quotations  are  99  5-8  a 99  3-4  cents  per  dollar. 

[Price  Current. 


Sales  at  the  New  York  stock  exchange,  May  2. 

100  shares  American  Life  and  Trust  Company,  Bal- 
timore, 99  1-2. 

Treasury  notes — Some  sales  were  made  this  morn- 
ing, but  not  of  large  amount — fives  are  noted  at  99  3-4 
a 99  7-8,  and  sixes  at  99  7-8  a 100. 

Money  and  exchanges  at  New  Orleans  bore  the  fol- 
lowing rates  on  the  26th  April. 


Eagle  dollars 
American  gold 
Spanish  doubloons 
Mexican  doubloons 
Sovereigns 
City  bank  notes 
United  States  Bank 
Mississippi — river  - 
Mississippi — island 
Mississippi — Brandon 
Alabama  - 
Tennessee  - 
Kentucky  - 
Illinois 
Indiana 
Ohio 

Arkansas  - 
Texas  bank  notes 
Treasury  notes 


7 a 8 per  cent,  premium. 
7 a 8 1-2 
$17  75 
$16  75 
$5  25 

- standard. 
4 1-2  a 4 per  cent.  prem. 
25  a 28  per  cent.  dis. 

28  a 30  per  cent.  dis. 

30  a 32  per  cent.  dis. 

15  a 16  per  cent  dis. 

15  per  cent.  dis. 

1 a 2 per  cent.  prem. 

1 a 1 1-2  per  cent,  prem 
1 a 2 per  cent.  prem. 

1 a 2 per  cent.  prem. 

20  a 25  per  cent.  dis. 

30  a 35  per  cent.  dis. 

7 a 8 per  cent.  prem. 


Exchange — Demand  continues  limited  for  sterling. 
We  give  the  rate  at  10  a 10  1-2  for  good  bills.  Princi- 
pal sales  at  the  former  quotation.  On  New  York,  60 
days  sight,  6 1-2  a 7 per  cent,  premium;  30  days,  7 1-2  a 
8 1-2;  sight  to  10  days,  9 a 11. 

Freights — Demand  for  vessels  of  every  class  contin- 
ues brisk  at  the  following  rates: 

Cotton  to  Liverpool  1 l-4d. 

Cotton  to  Havre  2 1-4  a 2 l-2c. 

Cotton  to  northern  ports  1 1-4  a 1 l-2c. 

Flour  to  northern  ports  $ 1 25c  a $1  50  per  bbL 
Tobacco,  $14  a $15  per  hhd.  demanded  for  northern 
ports. 


The  Philadelphia  Inquirer  of  Monday  says,  it  is  be- 
lieved that  most  of  the  Philadelphia  banks  will,  in  the 
course  of  a day  or  two,  pay  specie  for  all  demands 
upon  them  under  a dollar.  It  is  understood  that  the 
city  councils  have  determined  to  call  in  all  their  certifi- 
cates now  in  circulation  of  a smaller  denomination 
than  one  dollar.  The  loan  companies  and  savings’  in- 
stitutions that  are  anxious  to  possess  the  confidence  of 
the  public,  will  no  doubt  imitate  this  laudable  example; 
and  thus,  in  the  course  of  a short  time,  we  shall  have 
silver  for  all  business  transactions,  where  the  sum  does 
not  exceed  a dollar.  This  is  the  only  true  and  practi- 
cable mode  of  commencing  a permanent  resumption 
of  specie  payments 
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Aggregate  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  hanks  of 
the  stale  of  New  York,  on  the  first  day  of  April,  1838, 
taken  from  their  reports  made  to  the  hank  commissioners, 
pursuant  to  law : — 


Resources. 
Discounts, 

Loans, 

Real  estate, 

Over  drafts, 

Expenses  &per’nal  est. 
Bank  fund, 

Specie, 

Bank  notes, 

Cash  items, 

Due  from  city  banks, 

“ fm  oth.  bks  & corp. 
Other  investments, 

Total  resources, 

Liabilities. 
Capital  stock, 
Circulation, 

Loans, 

Due  canal  fund, 

Due  state  treasurer, 
Due  U.  S treasurer, 
Deposites, 

Dividends  unpaid, 

Due  city  banks, 

Due  other  banks, 
Profits. 

Other  Liabilities, 

Total  liabilities, 


21 

N.  York 
cty  banks 


26,620,701 

3,107,979 

978,627 

82,484 

214.516 

403,889 

3,329,298 

4,637,553 

225,372 

4,067,080 

4,836,923 

2,191,244 


27 

N.river  & 
L Isl.  bks. 


50,745,666 


18,111,200 

2,322,186 

698,014 

1,698,908 

34,798 

11,457,688 

57,373 

3,624,494 

6,272,591 

4,480,682 

1,987,732 


47 

Country 

lganks. 


10,889,439 

631,632 

450,852 

45,256 

68,644 

124,403 

714,599 

680,816 

394,297 

1,424,779 

313,999 

535,996 


14,224,659 
431,051 
561,950 
88,015 
119,480 
188,394 
803,993 
403  587 
174,967 
2,892,143 
384,025 
151,621 


16,274,712 


7,035,260 

2,334,529 

124,413 

514,147 

5,524 

079 

1,618,229 

15,141 

614,528 

2,186,050 

1,683,632 

88,180 


50, 745, 666]  16,274,712 


20,423,885 


9,155,000 

6,300,900 

136,521 

682,064 

2,920 

42.178 

1,365,637 

40,266 

184,145 

317,921 

2,034,322 

112,011 


20,423,885 


Total  resources  of  the  ninety-five  banks. 


Discounts,  - - - 

Loans  ... 
Real  estate, 

Over  drafts, 

Expenses  and  personal  estate 
Bank  fund, 

Specie,  ... 
Bank  notes, 

Cash  items, 

Due  from  city  banks, 

Due  from  other  banks, 

Other  investments, 


51,734,799 

4,170,662 

1,991,429 

215,755 

402,640 

716.686 

4,847,890 

5,721,956 

794,636 

8,334,002 

5,534,947 

2,878,861 


Total  resources,  887,444,263 


Total  liabilities. 


Capital  stock, 
Circulation, 

Loans, 

Due  canal  fund,  - 
Due'  state  treasurer, 
Due  CJ.  S.  treasurer, 
Deposites, 

Dividends  unpaid, 
Due  city  banks, 

Due  other  banks, 
Profits, 

Other  liabilities, 


34,351,460 

10,957,615 

959,342 

2,894,225 

8,444 

77,055 

14,441,554 

112,780 

4,423,167 

8,776,562 

8,253,636 

2,187,923 


ing  avowal  of  a determination  to  persist  in  subject- 
ing  the  people  of  this  country  to  the  evils  of  an  ir- 
redeemable and  depreciated  currency,  and  by  the 
undisguised  threat,  that  the  vast  moneyed  power 
subject  to  his  control,  will  be  brought  in,  with  all 
the  strength  of  interest,  of  passion,  and  of  fear  that 
he  can  combine  with  it,  to  arrest  the  efforts  of  the 
sound  banking  institutions  to  stand  once  more  be- 
fore the  world  tn  the  lull  discharge  of  their  obliga- 
tions. The  advantages  which  a successful  return 
to  specie  payments  on  the  part  of  the  banks  of  this 
state  would  confer  upon  our  great  commercial  em- 
porium— and  its  reflection  of  indelible  disgrace  up- 
on the  arrogant  institution,  which  in  contradiction 
of  all  its  past  assumptions,  and  regardless  of  every 
obligation  of  morality  and  of  sound  banking, 
shrinks  from  the  fulfilment  of  all  its  high  assuran- 
ces to  the  public— leave  no  room  to  doubt  that  that 
institution  will  pursue  its  purpose  with  the  reck- 
lessness of  faith  and  duty,  which  has,  on  too  many 
occasions,  marked  its  course  of  assault  upon  the 
best  interests  of  the  American  people. 

Under  these  circumstances  it  becomes  the  duty, 
not  less  than  the  pride  of  our  state,  to  interpose 
“the  use  of  its  credit  and  the  sanction  of  its  name, 
to  shield  its  institutions  and  its  citizens  from  harm;” 
and  in  assuming  the  responsibilities  demanded  by 
the  occasion,  governor  Marcy  will  be  cheered,  we 
do  not  doubt,  by  the  approval  of  the  people,  and 
the  unqualified  thanks  of  all  the  friends  of  a sound 
currency.  Of  the  manner  in  which  this  executive 
duty  has  been  discharged,  the  message  speaks  for 
itself  in  terms  that  place  the  measure  upon  an  im 
pregnable  basis. 

The  benign  effect  of  the  measure,  however,  if 
carried  out  by  the  legislature,  will  be  preventive. 
It  will  hold  out  the  assurance  of  an  all-sufficient 
aid,  if  the  emergency  shall  demand  it;  and  this  as- 
surance, teaching  the  futility  of  hostile  attacks 
from  abroad,  and  inspiring  confidence  at  home,  will, 
in  all  probability,  render  a resort  to  it  unnecessary. 
So  that  by  its  direct  application,  if  need  be,  or 
through  its  influence,  it  will  serve,  in  the  language 
of  the  message,  “to  sustain  our  state  institutions 
against  hostile  attacks  from  whatever  quarter  they 
may  come,  and  to  enable  them  to  grant  such  assis- 
tance as  will  invigorate  all  branches  of  industry, 
call  forth  the  energies  of  the  state,  and  give  an  on 
ward  movement  to  its  business  concerns.” 

Statement  of  the  condition  of  the  Bank  of  England, 
6th  March,  1838. 


Specie, 

Loans  and  discounts, 
Total  assets, 


4,028,769 

33,275,863 

$44,425,203 


Total  liabilities,  $87,444.263 


The  Albany  Argus  says  a comparative  statement 
of  the  above  report,  with  previous  reports,  shows 
the  following  results: 

• June  1 . 

64,391,299 
2,802,313 
14.940,498 
3.052,588 


Alar cli  1. 
52,288,288 
4,092,793 
11,107,350 
2,833,221 
31,169 
174,996 
14,375,291 
8,057,769 


April  1. 
51,734,799 
4,847,890 
10,957.615 
2,894,225 
8,444 
77,055 
14,441,554 
8,253,636 


Liabilities. 
Circulation  18,600,000 
Deposite  11,535,000 


Securities 

Bullion 


.Assets. 

22.792.000 

10.015.000 


30,135,000 


Loans  & disc’nts, 

Specie, 

Circulation, 

Due  canal  fund, 

Due  state  treasurer,  2,152,950 
Due  U.  S.  treasurer,  4,143,389 
“ Ind.  depositors,  14,516,813 
Profits,  6,329,726 

The  above  statement  shows  a diminution  of  loan's 
and  discounts  for  the  last  month  of  $553,489;  an 
increase  of  specie  of  $755,097;  a diminished  cir- 
culation of  $149,735;  an  increase  of  canal  fund 
deposites  of  $61,004;  of  individual  deposites 
$66,263;  a diminution  of  the  state  treasurer’s  de- 
posites of  $22,725;  and  of  the  U.  S.  deposites 
$97,941. 

The  “Argus”  accompanied  the  publication  of 
governor  Marcy’s  special  message,  recommending 
the  loan  to  the  banks,  with  the  following  remarks: 

“This  recommendation  is  made  under  circumstan- 
ces of  the  highest  interest  and  importance.  The 
banks  of  this  state,  under  g just  appreciation  of 
their  obligations  to  the  community,  and  in  compli- 
ance with  the  public  will  and  expectation,  have 
announced  their  determination  to  resume  the  pay- 
ment of  specie  on  the  10th  of  the  next  month.  In 
the  discharge  of  this  great  duty,  it  is  apparent  that 
they  will  not  only  in  all  probability  stand  alone, 
but  that  they  will  encounter  the  active  hostility  ol 
a powerful  moneyed  institution,  and  such  as  it  can 
control.  All  doubt  on  this  subject  is  removed  by 
the  published  letter  of  Mr.  Biddle,  by  his  unblush- 


32,807,000 

They  who  estimate  the  gold  and  silver  in  this 
country  at  $S0,000,000,  or  $60,000,000  even, 
can  see  that  they  are  wild,  if  the  bullion  in  the 
Bank  of  England  be  a proper  basis  for  a compara- 
tive estimate. 

We  copy  from  the  Express  of  Saturday,  the  fol- 
lowing details  touching  the  condition  of  the  banks 
in  the  city  of  New  York: 

We  subjoin  the  following  statement  by  which  it  ap 
pears  that  the  liabilities  of  our  banks  are  $19,856,049 
Their  specie  on  hand  is  $4,028,769 
Other  securities  34.579,154 

$44,425,203 

^The  amount  of  deposite  due  individuals  is  $11,862 
273.  A large  portion  of  which  belongs  to  banks  out  of 
the  city.  Our  banks  are  strong  in  securities,  and  if 
other  banks  paid  specie  would  be  doubly  fortified 
There  is,  however,  a greater  difference  in  the  condition 
of  a man  who  is  obliged  to  pay  his  own  debts,  when 
others  do  not  pay  him,  than  there  is  when  he  can  re- 
ceive from  those  indebted  more  than  he  is  required  to 
pay.  This  is  to  a great  extent  the  position  of  our 
banks. 

CONDITION  OF  THE  N.  Y.  CITY  BANKS. 

Liabilities  of  the  Banks  of  the  City  of  New  York, 
April  7,  1838. 

Du'e  to  banks  in  other  states,  $2,571,633 

Due  to  banks  in  this  state,  2,541,397 

Due  to  Europe,  492,013 

Individual  deposites,  11,862,273 

Circulation,  2,388,733 


or  nearly  $2  1-2  of  means  to  $1  of  debt. 

Debt  of  banks  in  each  state  to  and  from  banks  of  this 
city. 


Owing  by  our  banks. 


Maine, 

New  Hampshire, 

Vermont, 

Massachusetts, 

Rhode  Island, 

Connecticut, 

New'  Jersey, 

Virginia, 

North  Carolina, 
Florida, 
Kentucky, 
Illinois, 

Ohio, 

Wisconsin, 
Canada, 


4,035 

4,137 

9,611 

201,442 

26,202 

198,090 

215,639 

255,893 

119,370 

38,752 

19,375 

266,969 

124,168 

1,585 

71,592 


Owing  to  our  hanks. 
Pennsylvania,  1,202,785 


Maryland, 

Dis.  of  Columbia, 

South  Carolina, 

Georgia 

Alabama, 

Mississippi, 

Louisiana, 

Missouri, 

Tennessee, 

Indiana, 

Michigan, 


278,638 

44,786 

126,731 

237,116 

37,482 

366,592 

47,478 

11,862 

40,516 

25.909 

23,622 


Total  liabilities, 


$19,856,049 


Assets  and  means  of  payment,  besides  real  estate  and 
fixtures. 

Due  from  banks  in  other  states,  $3,449,890 


Due  from  banks  in  this  state, 

Due  from  Europe, 

Notes  of  other  city  banks  on  hand. 

Notes  of  banks  of  the  state  out  of  the  city, 
Notes  of  hanks  out  of  the  city, 

Stocks  of  this  state  transmitted  to  Europe 
and  which  will  be  returned  in  specie 
before  10th  May, 


555,943 

797,873 

500,769 

659,215 

115.087 


1,041,696 


The  committee  of  banks  in  the  Massachusetts  le- 
gislature have  reported  in  favor  of  a suspension  of  the 
law  which  subjects  the  banks  to  24  per  cent,  on  protest 
of  their  bills,  on  condition  that  the  Boston  banks  pay 
specie  for  bills  of  and  under  five  dollars,  and  country 
banks  for  bills  under  five  dollars. 

The  associcted  banks  of  Boston  in  the  week  ending 
Saturday,  April  14th,  increased  their  specie  $4,000, 
decreased  their  circulation  $39,000,  and  their  loans 
$456,000. 

From  the  Albany  Evening  Journal  of  the  15th. 

THE  RELIEF  BILL  DEFEATED. 

We  doubt  whether,  in  the  annals  of  executive  and 
legislative  profligacy,  a parallel  can  be  found  for 
the  infamy  and  corruption  w'hich  marks  the  course 
of  the  state  administration  upon  the  question  of  re- 
lief to  the  banks  and  the  people,  in  anticipation  of 
the  resumption  of  specie  payments. 

Some  time  since,  in  view  of  the  crisis  which  ap- 
proaches, the  bank  committee  of  the  assembly  re- 
ported a bill  authorising  the  banks  to  issue  notes 
and  to  subscribe  for  the  state  stocks.  In  these 
measures  there  was  aid  to  the  banks  and  relief  to 
the  people. 

The  governor,  ever  ready  to  make  political  capi- 
tal out  of  the  distresses  of  the  country,  sent  a special 
message  to  the  legislature  proposing  an  eight  mil- 
lion loan  to  the  banks,  for  the  alleged  purpose  of 
sustaining  them  against  the  imaginary  hostility  of 
Mr.  Biddle. 

This  message  was  referred  in  the  assembly  to  a 
committee  whose  able  and  eloquent  report,  already 
published,  places  the  whole  question  in  its  true 
light  before  the  people. 

In  (he  meantime  the  assembly  passed  its  bill, 
which  authorized  the  banks  to  take  the  state  stocks 
in  the  same  manner  that  they  received  $2,700,000 
under  a law  of  the  last  legislature.  The  same  bill 
permitted  the  country  banks  to  issue  once  and  a 
half  the  amount  of  their  capital,  a measure  of  in- 
dispensable importance  to  the  people.  It  further 
authorized  an  issue  of  post  notes,  a proper  measure 
of  protection  to  the  banks  and  the  people  in  the 
event  of  another  pecuniary  revulsion. 

This  bill,  liberal  of  relief  and  protection,  and 
wise  and  guarded  in  its  provisions  was  sent  to  the 
senate.  That  body,  “true  to  its  instincts,”  struck 
out  both  Ihe  post  note  section,  and  the  section 
which  enlarged  the  issues  of  the  country  banks. 
The  senate  then,  instead  of  allowing  the  banks  to 
subscribe  for  the  state  stocks,  provided  for  a loan 
of  those  stocks  to  the  banks  by  the  state  officers, 
upon  the  following  abject,  degrading,  and  infamous 
terms,  contained  in  the  6th  section  of  the  bill  sent 
from  the  senate: — 

“Before  the  commissioners  of  the  canal  fund 
shall  loan  any  portion  of  the  stock  authorized  to  be 
issued  by  this  act,  or  the  avails  thereof,  to  any  such 
bank  or  banks,  the  said  commissioners  shall  be  sa- 
tisfied by  proof  in  writing  to  be  furnished  them  that 
such  loan  is  necessary  to  sustain  such  bank  or  banks 
against  the  hostile  operations  of  any  non-specie  paying 
bank  or  banks  of  any  other  state  or  country — such 
prohf  shall  be  placed  in  the  comptroller’s  office. 

This  vile  and  corrupt  proposition,  from  a parly 
which  has  made  itself  hoarse  for  an  entire  year  in 
shouting  for  “separation”  and  a f ‘divorce”  of  the 
government  from  the  banks,  must  fill  the  public 
mind  with  amazement!  What  is  this  proposition, 
stripped  of  its  verbage  and  exposed  in  its  naked 
deformity  to  the  world?  Why  it  is  to  place  eight 
millions  of  dollars  in  the  hands  of  Messrs.  Flag, 
Dix  & Co.  as  apolitical  corruption  fund!  It  is  a 
foul  use  of  the  money  of  the  people,  to  lure  the 
banks  into  the  service  of  the  regency.  It  is  a pros- 
titution of  the  treasures  of  the  state.  It  is  a bribe 
offered  to  the  cupidity  and  avarice  of  banks — a 
bribe,  too,  upon  terms  so  infamous  and  degrading, 
that  no  bank,  not  utterly  insolvent  and  abandoned 
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in  circumstances  and  character,  would  ever  consent 
to  take. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  add  that  this  proposi- 
tion— a proposition  so  foul  in  its  design,  so  corrupt- 
ing in  its  tendency,  so  dishonorable  to  the  banks, 
so  unworthy  of  the  character  and  dignity  of  legis- 
lation, was  promptly  and  indignantly  rejected  by 
the  assembly. 

The  senate,  utterly  regardless  of  the  common 
welfare,  and  intent  only  upon  their  grovelling  party 
schemes,  adhered  to  their  own  corrupt  bill. 

The  house  proposed  a committee  of  conference. 
That  committee  met.  The  result  of  their  confer- 
ence will  be  found  in  another  column.  It  will  be 
seen  that  the  committee  from  the  assembly  propos- 
ed to  yield  all  the  provisions  of  their  bill  except  that 
one  which  authorized  the  banks  to  take  the  state 
stocks;  and  it  will  also  be  seen  that  the  senate’s 
committee  refused  to  take  that  section  without 
coupling  with  it  their  own  6th  section,  which  re- 
quired the  banks  to  furnish  written  evidence  of 
their  insolvency,  and  put  on  the  regency  collar,  be- 
fore they  could  receive  any  portion  of  the  corrup- 
tion fund. 

The  assembly  adopted  the  report  of  its  commit- 
tee and  insisted  on  its  non-concurrence  with  the 
foul  and  corrupt  proposition  of  the  senate.  The 
senate  adhered  to  its  profligate  bill,  and  is  left  in 
its  infamy. 

The  question  is  before  the  people,  to  whom  their 
representatives  are  responsible.  The  course  of 
each  house  will  be  scrutinized.  That  scrutiny  will 
exhibit  on  the  part  of  the  assembly,  an  ardent  and 
faithful  devotion  to  the  general  welfare;  while  on 
the  part  of  the  senate,  nothing  will  appear  but  a 
sordid,  base,  corrupt  adherence  to  the  views  and 
purposes  of  a sinking,  desparate  party. 

REPORT 

rx  THE  CASE  OF  SENATOR  RUGGLES. 

Iii  senate,  April  12.  Mr.  White  submitted  the 
following  report: 

The  select  committee  appointed  in  pursuance 
of  a resolution  adopted  on  the  2 1st  of  February 
last,  by  the  senate,  ask  leave  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing report,  in  part  discharge  of  the  duties  assigned 
to  them  : h 

As  soon  after  their  appointment  as  they  con- 
veniently could,  to  wit,  on  the  23d  of  February,  the 
committee  met  and  organized  themselves.  Their 
first  object  was  to  ascertain  what  were  the  duties 
assigned  them  by  the  senate.  To  do  this  they  had 
recourse  to  the  resolution  under  which  they  had 
been  appointed.  That  resolution  contains  nothing 
on  its  face  which  is  specific,  but  refers  to  a letter 
written  by  the  honorable  John  Ruggles,  one  of  the 
senators  from  Maine,  and  addressed  to  another  mem- 
ber of  the  senate. 

By  recurring  to  that  latter,  it  was  found  that  a 
charge  of  corruption  had  been  made  against  Mr. 
Ruggles,  in  one  of  the  newspapers  published  in 
New  York.  The  resolution  and  letter,  taken  in 
connection,  made  it  the  duty  of  the  committee  to 
inquire  into  the  truth  of  this  and  other  similar 
charges  against  the  said  senator  from  Maine. 

Upon  inquiry,  the  committee  ascertained  that  the 
substance  of  this  charge  consisted  in  the  supposed 
corrupt  conduct  of  Mr.  Ruggles,  while  a senator  of 
the  United  States,  in  endeavoring  to  acquire  an 
interest  lor  himself  for  corruptly  assisting  Henry 
C.  Jones,  a citizen  of  Newark,  in  the  state  of  New 
Jersey,  to  obtain  from  the  patent  office  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  a patent  for  a lock,  and  aiding  him  to  pro- 
cure a contract  with  the  post  office  department,  by 
which  his  patent  locks  and  mail  pouches  or  ba^s  to 
which  they  might  be  attached,  should  be  used  to 
secure  the  mail  of  the  United  States  in  its  transpor- 
tation Irom  one  post  office  to  another. 

The  committee  having  thus  ascertained  the  spe- 
cific charge  made,  directed  their  chairman  to  notify  ( 
Mr.  Ruggles  that  they  were  ready  to  receive  any  I 
written  answer  he  might  choose  to  make  thereto. 
This  duty  the  chairman  performed,  and  a copy  of 
his  letter  to  Mr.  Ruggles  i3  herewith  presented. 
Mr.  Ruggles  furnished  to  the  committee  his  an- 
swer, which  is  herewith  presented. 

The  committee  caused  a subpeena  to  be  issued 
for  the  said  Henry  C.  Jones  and  such  other  persons 
as  they  had  reason  to  believe  could  give  any  evi- 
dence tending  to  establish  the  truth  of  the  said 
charge;  and  also  caused  subpoenas  to  be  issued  for 
all  such  witnesses  as  Mr.  Ruggles  alleged  could 
give  any  useful  evidence  in  his  behalf. 

The  several  witnesses  thus  summoned  appeared 
before  the  committee,  were  sworn,  carefully  exam- 
ined and  cross-examined,  their  testimony  reduced 
to  writing  and  severally  subscribed  by  them,  and 
the  testimony  thus  procured  is  herewith  presented, 
in  eighteen  depositions. 

These  depositions,  and  the  papers  referred  to  in 
and  attached  to  them,  appeared  to  the  committee  to 


furnish  the  only  evidence  which  it  was  in  their 
power  to  procure.  Mr.  Henry  C.  Jones,  with 
whom  this  charge  appears  to  have  originated,  was 
permitted  by  the  committee  to  be  constantly  pre- 
sent at  the  examination  of  the  several  witnesses, 
and  to  suggest  all  such  questions  as  the  committee 
believed  had  any  relation  to  the  matters  under  in- 
vestigation. 

After  all  the  witnesses  had  been  examined,  ex- 
cept general  Wall,  whom  Mr.  Ruggles  stated  would 
be  the  last  he  should  call,  Mr.  Jones  informed  the 
committee  that  he  wished  to  be  discharged,  that  he 
might  return  home,  where  his  business  required  his 
presence.  He  was  informed  that  he  could  be  dis- 
charged, if  such  was  his  wish,  but  that  if  he  chose 
to  remain,  he  would  be  permitted  by  the  committee, 
after  the  evidence  was  closed,  to  make  any  addi- 
tional statement  or  explanations  he  might  think 
proper.  He,  however,  preferred  being  discharged, 
and,  as  the  committee  suppose,  went  home. 

When  the  taking  the  testimony  of  the  witnesses 
was  closed,  Mr.  Ruggles  informed  the  committee 
he  was  then  willing  to  submit  himself  to  an  exami- 
nation, on  oath,  touching  any  of  the  matters  al- 
leged against  him,  if  the  committee  wished  such 
an  examination.  No  member  of  the  committee  de- 
siring to  put  any  questions,  Mr.  Ruggles  was  not 
sworn.  He  was  informed  the  committee  would  re- 
ceive any  observations  or  defence  he  might  choose 
to  submit  to  them  in  writing.  He  submitted  the 
documents  herewith  presented,  being  a synopsis  of 
the  evidence,  and  his  remarks  upon  the  merits  of 
the  case. 

The  committee  have  carefully  considered  all  the 
evidence  produced  in  relation  to  the  charge  which 
grew  out  of  the  transaction  between  Mr.  Ruggles 
and  Mr.  Jones,  relative  to  the  lock,  and  the  uses  to 
which  it  was  to  be  applied,  and  have  unanimously 
come  to  the  conclusion  expressed  in  the  following- 
resolution,  which  they  recommend  to  the  senate  for 
adoption: 

Resolved,  That  there  is  no  satisfactory  evidence 
to  sustain  the  charge  made  by  Henry  C.  Jones 
against  the  hon.  John  Ruggles,  and  that  it  is  inex- 
pedient for  the  senate  to  take  any  further  measures 
in  relation  thereto. 


From,  the  Globe  of  Saturday  night. 

THE  UNITED  STATES  AND  MEXICO. 

We  present  below  the  correspondence  between 
the  secretary  of  state,  and  the  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary of  Mexico,  in  relation  to  a proposed  reference 
to  an  arbiter  of  the  complaints  of  the  United  Slates 
against  the  Mexican  government. 

Mr.  Martinez  to  Mr.  Forstth. 
[translation.] 

Mexican  legislation.  New  Orleans,  April  7,  1838. 

Sir:  By  the  note  which  I had  the  honor  to  address 
to  your  department  on  the  23d  of  December,  1837, 
I communicated  to  you  information  of  the  law 
passed  by  the  general  congress  of  Mexico,  on  the 
20th  of  May  of  the  same  year,  fully  authorizing  the 
executive  to  propose  the  arbitration  mentioned  in 
the  first  article. 

His  excellency  the  president,  being  convinced 
that  this  is  the  most  effectual  means  of  terminating 
at  once  the  evils  to  which  Mexico  and  the  United 
States  are  now  subjected,  and  of  re-establishing 
upon  solid  bases,  the  relations  of  friendship  and 
good  neighborhood  between  the  two  countries,  has 
ordered  me  to  propose  it. 

Therefore,  in  virtue  of  such  order,  and  feeling 
certain  that  the  United  States  are  animated  by  the 
same  sentiments  with  Mexico,  I have  the  honora- 
ble satisfaction  to  address  you,  and  to  assure  you 
that  my  government  will  with  pleasure,  and  with 
the  utmost  good  faith,  submit  to  the  decision  of  (he 
power  which  may  be  chosen  by  common  accord. 
It  is  always  disposed  to  a definitive  and  formal  set- 
tlement, by  means  of  which  new  difficulties  be- 
tween the  two  nations  may  be  avoided,  and  the 
differences  which  have  disturbed  their  harmony 
may  be  eradicated. 

If  the  government  of  the  United  States  should 
agree  to  adopt  this  .arbitration,  and  should  think 
proper  to  give  assurances  that  it  will  continue  to 
take  effective  measures  for  the  preservation  of  the 
most  strict  neutrality  during  the  Texan  war,  as 
well  as  for  preventing,  by  all  possible  means,  the 
supply  of  such  aid  as  may  be  projected  in  these 
states;  in  such  case,  I will  have  the  honor,  agreea- 
bly to  my  instructions,  to  name  to  you,  sir,  the 
power  to  the  judgment  of  which  Mexico  is  ready  to 
submit  the  decision  of  the  differences  now  unfortu- 
nately subsisting. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  president  will 
admit  without  hesitation,  the  philanthropic  means 
now  proposed  for  restoring  the  relation's  between 
two  nations  which  should  be  on  friendly  terms;  or 
that  he  will  refuse  to  give  the  guarantee  to  which 
my  government  is  justly  entitled,  of  rigorous  neu  , 


trality  with  regard  to  Texas.  But,  as  I have  ex- 
press orders  to  demand  a prompt  arid  categorical 
answer  upon  both  points,  you  will  permit  me,  sir, 
to  request,  earnestly,  that  you  will  immediately 
submit  this  note  to  the  president,  and  that  you  will 
entreat  him  to  be  so  kind  as  to  let  me  know  the 
result  as  speedily  as  possible. 

I avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  have  the 
honor  to  repeat  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my 
most  distinguished  consideration. 

FRANCISCO  PIZARRO  MARTINEZ. 
To  the  hon.  John  Forsyth, 

Secretary  of  state  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Martinez. 
Department  of  stale,  Washington,  April  21,  1838. 

Sir:  1 have  had  the  honor  to  receive,  and  have 
laid  before  the  president,  your  note  of  the  7th  in- 
stant, proposing  a reference  to  a third  power  of  the 
reclamations  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States  on  the  Mexican  republic.  I am  directed  to 
acquaint  you,  in  reply,  that  whatever  may  be  ihe 
anxiety  of  this  government,  to  obtain  satisfaction 
for  wrongs  inflicted  upon  its  citizens,  it  appreciates 
too  highly  those  principles  of  philanthrophy  to 
which  you  allude,  to  be  desirous  of  proceeding  to 
extremities  when  they  can  be  honorably  avoided, 
and  without  doing  injustice  to  those  whose  interests 
it  is  bound  to  protect. 

Your  proposition,  which  you  state  is  based  on  the 
first  article  of  the  law  of  the  Mexican  congress  of 
the  20th  of  May,  a copy  of  which  was  communicat- 
ed with  your  note  to  this  department  of  the  23d  of 
December  last,  which  is  in  these  words:  “Se  auto- 
riza  al  Gobierna  para  que  pueda  transigir  en  la  re- 
clamaciones  que  haya  heche,  o hiciere  el  de  los  Es- 
tados  Unidos  del  Norte,  y para  que  en  aquellas  en 
que  no  puedan  convenirse,  sugite  la  decision  al 
juicio  de  una  potencia  amega,  conveniendo  en  esto 
los  mismos  Estados  Unidos,”  is  consequently  ac- 
cepted, and  I will  be  ready  to  enter  with  you  into 
the  negotiation  of  a convention  upon  the  basis  of 
that  article,  for  the  purpose  of  arranging  the  parti- 
culars of  the  arbitration,  whenever  you  shall  present 
yourself  clothed  with  competent  powers. 

The  posture  of  the  relations  between  the  two 
countries  makes  it  proper  that  this  should  be  done 
immediately,  as  the  president  will  not  feel  him- 
self authorized  to  recommend  any  suspension  of  the 
action  of  congress,  to  whom  this  whole  subject  has 
been  referred,  before  a convention  of  arbitration 
has  been  concluded  between  the  two  governments. 

The  president  has  seen,  with  surprise,  that  in  the 
absence  of  any  new  inducements  to  change  the  car- 
dinal policy  of  this  government,  assurances  appear 
to  be  expected  of  continued  neutrality  by  the  Unit- 
ed States,  in  the  war  between  Mexico  and  Texas. 
He  directs  me  to  refer  your  government  for  the  se- 
curity it  desires  in  this  respect  to  those  principles 
of  rigid  impartiality  between  foreign  powers  at  war 
which  the  United  States  have  always  avowed,  and 
which  the  executive  has  endeavored  to  enforce  by 
all  the  power  which  the  laws  confer  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

I embrace  this  opportunity  to  offer  to  you  renew- 
ed assurances  of  my  great  consideration. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 
Senor  Don  Francisco  Pizarro  Martinez,  &c. 


MINORITY  REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE 
OF  WAYS  AND  MEANS. 

Mr.  Sergeant,  from  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  submitted  the  following  report,  as  the  views 
of  the  minority  of  that  committee  upon  the  subjects 
to  which  it  relates. 

REPORT. 

The  minority  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means, 
dissenting  from  the  report  of  that  committee  upon 
“ various  memorials  relating  to  the  currency  and 
a national  bank,  and  the  report  of  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  on  the  finances,  recommending  fur- 
ther provisions  for  the  collection,  safe-keeping, 
transfer,  and  disbursement  of  the  public  money,” 
submit  the  following  report : 

The  measure  proposed  by  the  committee,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  views  of  the  executive,  contem- 
plates a radical  change  in  the  system  heretofore  in 
use  for  the  collection,  safe-keeping,  transfer,  and 
disbursement  of  the  money  raised  from  the  people. 
Its  alleged  necessity  is  founded  entirely  upon  the 
suspension  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks  in  May 
last.  Its  end  and  object  are,  professedly,  to  separate 
the  government  from  the  banks;  but,  .really  and 
substantially,  to  separate  the  government  from  the 
people ; so  that  the  disorder  and  embarrassment  in 
the  currency,  which  are  so  disastrously  felt  in  all 
the  branches  of  industry  and  business,  may  be  re- 
moved from  the  treasury  and  the  officers  of  the  go- 
vernment, leaving  them  to  operate,  without  check  or 
relief,  and  even  increasing  the  intensity  of  their  mis- 
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chievous  operations  upon  the  community;  and  to 
provide  for  a like  exemption  of  the  treasury  in  all 
the  future  from  any  the  least  liability  to  the  influence 
of  similar  contingencies,  however  severely  they  may 
press  upon  our  fellow-c.itizens. 

The  ground  upon  which  this  unequal  and  start- 
ling proposal  is  rested  by  the  president  in  his  mes- 
sage to  congress  at  the  opening  of  the  special  ses- 
sion, is,  that  the  government  has  nothing  to  do  with 
the  currency  and  exchanges.  Interpreted  by  the 
measures,  he  then  recommended,  and  still  persists  in 
recommending,  this  exclusion  of  the  obligation  of 
duty  must  be  taken  with  an  important  limitation. — 
The  government,  we  are  obliged  to  understand,  has 
nothing  to  do  with  currency  and  exchanges  for  the 
people.  It  is  only  to  provide  for  itself,  and,  of 
course,  to  provide  the  best.  The  people  are  to  pro- 
vide for  themselves,  and  to  get  what  they  can,  with- 
out any  aid  from  the  government.  They  are  to  have 
an  inferior  currency,  and  to  manage  their  exchanges 
as  they  now  do,  or  worse  ; with  the  possible  chance, 
when  this  new  scheme  shall  have  attained  maturity, 
of  being  able  to  buy  a part  from  the  government. 

Before  entering  further  into  the  examination  of 
this  new,  and,  we  must  say,  extraordinary  and  por- 
tentous scheme,  a consideration  forces  itself  irresis- 
tibly upon  our  attention,  deeply  connected  with  the 
most  vital  principles  of  our  government,  and  inse- 
parable from  a just  regard  for  the  welfare  of  the 
union.  Is  it,  we  are  impelled  to  inquire,  consis- 
tent with  the  purposes  for  which  our  government  is 
established  - is  it  reconcileable  with  the  terms  and 
spirit  of  the  constitution,  to  suffer  a great  link  to  be 
thus  broken,  which  connects  the  interests  of  the  go- 
vernment with  those  of  the  people — to  destroy  the 
sympathy  which,  by  its  means,  is  established  be- 
tween them,  so  that  a shock  to  the  one  is  promptly 
and  sensibly  felt  by  the  other,  and  the  instinct  of 
selfishness  is  brought  in  aid  of  the  suggestions  of 
duty,  to  quicken  them  into  action  ? Is  it  expedient 
to  establish  such  an  “ independent  treasury,”  or 
whatever  else  it  may  be  denominated,  as  will  make 
the  government  independent  of  the  people,  and  dis- 
inclined to  aid  them  in  those  matters  in  which  its  aid 
is  essential  and  indispensable  ? If  we  look  into  the 
constitution,  we  there  find  a duty  enjoined,  (for  a 
grant  of  power  is  an  injunction  of  duty,)  to  regulate 
commerce  ; and  every  one  acquainted  with  the  his- 
tory of  that  instrument  knows  that  the  want  of  such 
a power  was  among  the  chief  inducements  for  as- 
sembling the  convention  which  trained  it.  No  man 
of  sound  mind  can  suppose  that  commerce  can  be 
carried  on  without  currency  and  exchanges,  nor 
that  commerce  “ between  the  states”  can  be  well 
regulated  by  a government  which  takes  no  care  of 
currency  or  exchanges  ; and  deems  itself  absolved 
from  all  obligation  to  aid  in  establishing  and  main- 
taining them.  If  we  regard  the  practice  under  that 
constitution  ; if  we  will  receive  instruction  from  the 
concurrent  conduct  and  opinions  of  all  the  states- 
men of  the  United  States,  from  the  time  of  its  adop- 
tion to  the  commencement  of  the  last  session  of  con- 
gress ; if  we  are  willing  to  be  taught  by  the  acts, 
the  thoughts  and  opinions  of  fifty  years,  and  abide 
by  the  construction  they  have  established,  we  shall 
be  compelled  to  reject,  as  a manifest  political  heresy, 
and  doctrine  which  teaches  that  indifference  to  these 
great  interests  is  allowable  in  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  and,  still  more,  any  doctrine  which 
inculcates  disregard  to  them  as  a duty.  No!  From 
the  establishment  of  the  constitution  to  the  present 
day,  the  sympathy  betvveen  the  people  and  the  go- 
vernment has  always  been  regarded  and  maintained; 
and  the  duty  it  inculcates,  and  at  the  same  time  in- 
vigorates, of  supporting,  by  all  the  means  within  the 
limits  of  the  constitution,  the  medium  of  circulation, 
so  as  to  foster  commerce  and  industry,  has  been  ac- 
knowledged and  obeyed  as  one  of  the  first,  if  not  the 
very  first  and  plainest  requirement  of  an  American 
statesman.  When  the  currency  became  deranged 
during  the  war  with  England,  no  one  doubted  tliat 
it  was  the  part  of  the  government  of  the  union  to 
provide  a remedy.  President  Madison,  whose  tho- 
rough acquaintance  with  the  constitution,  and  whose 
implicit  obedience  to  its  dictates,  must  be  conceded 
by  every  one  who  knows  any  tiling  of  the  character 
of  that  eminent  citizen,  of  the  power  he  exerted  in 
bringing  about  the  convention,  the  large  share  he 
had  in  its  proceedings,  and  the  distinguished  stations 
he  afterwards  held — president  Madison  felt  so  deeply 
the  reality  and  importance  of  this  duty,  that  he 
yielded  to  it  a scruple  he  had  long  entertained  about 
the  power  of  congress,  and  gave  the  sanction  of  his 
high  authority  to  the  establishment  of  a national 
bank.  The  late  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  re- 
commended, by  the  then  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
(Mr.  Dallas,)  as  the  remedy  fora  deranged  curren- 
cy ; the  bill  lor  its  establishment  was  reported  by  a 
committee  on  the  currency  ; and  the  chief  argument 
in  its  behalf  was,  that  it  would  regulate  the  currency 
jn  a manner  beneficial  to  the  people.  That,  if  it 


accomplished  this  purpose,  it  would  also  be  benefi- 
cial to  the  government,  was,  in  those  days,  believed 
and  accepted  as  a self-evident  consequence,  too 
grateful  to  be  contemned  for  its  simplicity,  or  to  be 
rejected,  because  it  did  not  require  a dangerous  re- 
finement of  argument  to  solicit  its  adoption.  Com- 
mon sense  perceived,  at  once,  that  a method  of  pro- 
ceeding in  which  the  great  interests  of  the  people 
were  first  consulted,  could  not  be  otherwise  than 
practically  conformable  to  the  injunctions  of  a con- 
stitution w'hich  b ars  in  its  front  the  declaration  that 
it  is  established  by  the  people  of  the  United  States 
“in  order  to  form  a more  perfect  union  and  promote 
the  general  welfare  ;”  words  which  plainly  import 
that  all  the  powers  therein  conferred  were  for  the 
benefit  of  the  people,  and  not  for  the  ease,  conve- 
nience, or  benefit  of  the  government.  In  a more  re- 
cent, and,  perhaps,  it  may  be  termed  a more  memo- 
rable instance,  the  same  object,  of  improving  the 
currency  and  the  exchanges,  was  made  the  ground 
of  action  by  the  government.  The  removal  of 
the  deposites,  and  the  overthrow  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  were  to  give  us  a belter 
currency.  The  connexion  with  state  banks  was  jus- 
tified by  the  assurance  that  it  would  be  efficacious  to 
this  intent.  It  is  not  necessary  here  to  inquire  bow 
far  this  purpose  has  been  achieved.  The  object 
now  is  simply  to  note  the  fact,  that,  throughout  the 
whole  period  from  the  removal  of  the  deposites  to 
the  close  of  the  year  1836,  the  currency  and  the  ex- 
changes were  uniformly  held  forth  as  legitimate  ob- 
jects of  the  care,  concern,  and  action  of  the  govern- 
ment. In  the  eventful  act  of  the  specie  circular,  the 
duty  and  power  of  the  government  guardianship 
over  the  affairs  of  individuals  were  carried  much 
further,  and,  in  the  opinion  of  the  minority  of  the 
committee,  to  a most  unwarrantable  length,  as  it 
professed  to  be  intended  to  check  speculation.  Of 
the  same  nature,  and  founded  upon  the  same  conces- 
sion, W'ere  the  efforts  of  the  executive  government  to 
encourage,  and  even  to  force,  the  importation  of  spe- 
cie, beyond  the  natural  demands  of  trade.  How- 
ever mistaken  these  measures  may  have  been,  and 
whatever  untoward  effects  they  may  have  produced, 
they  still  carry  with  them  the  acknowledgment  of 
a constitutional  duty  to  care  for  the  currency  and 
exchanges,  as  well  for  the  people  as  for  the  govern- 
ment— or,  rather,  as  it  ought  to  be  said,  for  the  peo- 
ple first,  and  then  for  the  government. 

By  a singular  concurrence,  it  thus  happens  that 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  has  been  twice  made 
the  witness  of  the  settled  construction  of  the 
constitution.  Its  establishment,  and  its  overthrow 
have  both  been  accompanied  by  the  same  as- 
sertion of  duly  and  of  power,  in  the  particular 
now  under  consideration.  To  be  sure,  there  is 
a striking  distinction  between  the  circumstances  of 
the  two  periods  of  assertion.  In  the  first,  there  was 
admitted  disorder  in  the  currency  and  exchanges, 
calling  for  a remedy.  A remedy  was  accordingly 
applied,  to  relieve  from  palpable  and  dangerous  dis- 
ease, according  to  its  indications.  In  the  last,  the 
currency  and  exchanges  were  in  health.  Being  so, 
they  could  not  indicate  a remedy.  Any  application, 
therefore,  could  only  be  an  experiment ; and  that, 
not  in  corpore  vili,  but  upon  the  whole  circulation, 
trade,  industry,  and  interests  of  the  country.  Up  to 
the  end  of  the  year  1836,  it  was  alleged  that  the  ex- 
periment had  succeeded.  No  one  thinks  so  now. — 
The  proofs  to  the  contrary  are  unfortunately  too  nu- 
merous and  authentic.  They  are  everywhere  pre- 
sent; not  requiring  to  be  sought  after,  but  obtruding 
themselves  upon  us.  If  it  were  possible  to  get  back 
to  the  position  of  1833,  effacing  all  that  has  since 
occurred,  and  restoring  all  that  has  been  lost,  it  is 
believed  that  one  great  acclamation  would  instantly 
break  forth.  “As  you  were,”  would  be  its  simple 
but  emphatic  import. 

Upon  this  new  principle,  thus  for  the  first  lime 
propounded,  the  new  system,  by  whatever  name  it 
may  be  called,  is  manifestly  founded.  Its  aim  and 
end  are  to  give  to  this  principle  an  active  existence 
and  a living  power  in  the  affairs  of  our  country  If 
the  principle  itself  be  false  and  destructive,  then  it 
must  follow  that  the  system  which  is  to  give  to  it 
organic  and  enduring  life,  a capacity  for  action,  and 
overbearing  power,  so  that  it  may  work  by  itself, 
and  for  itself,  is  also  objectionable  in  the  same  de- 
gree, and  ought  to  be  condemned.  Those,  for  ex- 
ample, who  are  of  opinion  that  a separation  of  the 
government  from  the  people  in  the  concerns  of  busi- 
ness and  money,  so  that  the  government  may  have 
a currency  of  gold  and  silver,  and  the  people  only  a 
depreciated  paper— that  is,  one  currency  for  the  gov- 
ernment, and  another  and  an  inferior  one  for  the 
people — is  repugnant  to  the  genius  of  our  institu- 
tions, and  will  be  mischievous  in  its  operation  upon 
the  public  interests,  must  of  course  be  opposed  to 
every  system,  to  all  legislation,  and  to  all  machinery 
provided  by  legislation,  which  has  in  view  to  create 
and  maintain  such  a separation.  Thus  simplified,  the 


question  is  easily  understood,  in  the  aspect  in  which 
it  is  now  presented.  Is  this  portentous  novelty 
worthy  to  be  imbodied  in  the.  forms  and  clothed  with 
the  powers  of  law,  or  is  it  not?  That  is  the  first 
question.  A great  question  it  certainly  is;  one 
which  ought  to  be  long  and  deeply  pondered  by  the 
people  before  they  consent  to  surrender  to  the  go- 
vernment the  contiol  of  their  interests  and  welfare, 
to  such  an  extent  as  the  concession  demanded  would 
imply. 

This,  then,  constitutes  the  first  objection  to  the 
new  scheme  proposed.  It  is  to  introduce  a false  and 
dangerous,  and,  as  the  minority  of  the  committee 
think,  very  odious  principle.  They  do  not  mean,  at 
present,  to  discuss  the  nature  of  that  principle.  Still 
less  do  they  intend  to  examine  the  character  of  the 
machinery  to  be  employed,  or  how'  it  will  work  upon 
the  interests  and  welfare  of  the  people.  These  may 
be  considered  hereafter.  Their  object,  now,  is  to 
say  that  all  the  machinery  is  avowedly  designed  to 
work  to  one  end  ; and  that  end  is,  to  give  life  and 
energy  to  a principle  which  they  deem  to  be  false 
and  destructive.  Whether  it  be  called  a sub-treasury, 
as  it  heretofore  has  been,  or  be  designated  by  the 
more  significant  appellative  of  an  independent 
treasury,  as  it  now  is  ; whether  its  authors  set  it 
forth  with  a title  importing  only  a new'  train  of  de- 
pendents upon  the  existing  treasury,  or  more  boldly 
and  truly  proclaim  it  as  an  original  and  independent 
creation  ; there  can  be  no  doubt  that  independence 
is  its  most  striking  arid  cherished  attribute  in  the  es- 
timation of  those  with  whom  it  has  originated  : inde- 
pendence of  the  people,  and,  if  w'e  mistake  not  its 
nature,  independence  by  elevation  above  them. — 
This,  it  is  confidently  believed,  is  an  insuperable  ob- 
jection, and,  as  such,  the  minority  submit  it. 

Another,  and,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee, 
most  decisive  objection  to  the  measure,  at  the  pre- 
sent time,  is,  that  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
who  are  deeply  interested  in  its  fate,  have  not  had 
an  opportunity  allowed  them  to  act  upon  it.  If  the 
argument  of  the  president  in  his  message  at  the  be- 
ginning of  this  session  of  congress  be  correct,  they 
have  not  even  been  allowed  an  opportunity  effec- 
tually to  deliberate  or  to  express  an  opinion.  In  his 
judgment,  as  there  expressed,  it  would  seem  that 
the  will  of  the  people  cannot  be  so  pronounced  as  to 
he  entitled  to  respectful  attention,  unless  it  he  by 
“ an  election  held  tor  the  federal  government.”  He 
roceeds  to  say  that  but  one  such  election  ha-  been 
eld  ; and,  to  weaken  or  to  destroy  the  Ibrce  of  the 
conclusion  universally  believed  to  be  deducible  from 
its  issue,  he  adds,  that  “the  early  day  at  which  it 
[the  election]  .took  place,  deprived  the  measure  un- 
der consideration  of  much  of  the  support  it  might 
otherwise  have  derived  from  the  result.”  Local 
elections,  he  intimates,  may  have  been  influenced 
mainly  by  local  interest,  to  use  his  ow  n language, 
“ far  deeper  and  more  immediate  than  the  fiscal 
plans  of  the  national  treasury.”  In  particular,  he 
suggests  that  their  interests  in  banks  “ may  have  ex- 
ercised a far  greater  influence  over  the  result,”  than 
a question  in  the  administration  of  the  general  go- 
vernment; “ more  remote  and  far  less  important  in 
its  bearing  upon  that  interest.” 

In  this  summary  it  will  be  seen,  is  comprehended 
every  authentic  mode  of  expressing  the  opinions  or 
will  of  the  people,  by  organic,  constitutional  means; 
and  each  and  every  of  them  is  evidently  , not  to  say 
studiously,  disparaged,  in  a manner  calculated,  if 
not  intended,  to  destroy  its  claim  to  attention  or 
respect.  The  minority  of  the  committee  by  no 
means  concur  in  the  view  thus  taken  byr  the  presi- 
dent of  the  demonstrations  of  the  public  opinion  and 
the  public  will.  To  the  common  apprehension,  they 
have  been  plain  and  significant,  beyond  doubt  or 
question,  and  every  where  received  as  such.  The 
same  understanding  still  continues,  and  there  is  a 
daily  accumulation  of  evidence  to  prove  that  it  is 
correct. 

The  minority  of  the  committee  might  have  doubted 
the  propriety  of  entering  into  this  inquiry,  and  still 
more  of  proceeding  further  in  it,  but  for  the  exam- 
ple offered  by  the  president  in  his  message.  Forti- 
fied by  that  authority,  and  instructed  by  him,  from 
the  careful  attention  he  has  bestowed  upon  this 
point,  and  the  spacelie  has  allowed  to  it  in  such  a 
paper,  that,  in  his  opinion,  these  demonstrations  are 
of  great  value,  if  their  force  be  not  counteracted  by 
the  objections  he  has  made  to  them,  we  deem  it 
right  to  dwell  a moment  longer  on  the  subject.  We 
hold  it  to  be  certain  that,  in  forming  their  opinions 
and  expressing  their  will,  the  people  had  a due  re- 
gard to  their  interests.  We  hold  it  to  be  equally 
certain  that  this  was  a lawful  and  constitutional  re- 
gard, which  cannot  justly  expose  them  or  their  de- 
cisions to  reproach  or  disparagement,  nor  lessen 
their  claim  to  respect.  We  are  satisfied,  also,  and 
we  have  never  heard  it  doubted,  (hat  at  the  time  of 
the  elections  alluded  to,  they  felt  and  believed  that 
their  interests  had  already  been  injuriously  aliected 
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by  tiie  acts  of  the  general  government ; and  that  this 
specific  project  of  a sub-treasary,  then  recently  for 
the  first  time  propounded,  if  carried  into  an  act, 
would  work  their  ruin.  Their  attention  was,  there- 
fore, closely  drawn  to  this  deeply  interesting  plan, 
with  unusual  anxiety  The  elections  turned  upon  it. 
Every  other  question  was  absorbed  by  it.  Whole 
states,  including  the  greatest  state  in  the  Union, 
were  almost  simultaneously  revolutionized,  (no  oth- 
er term  will  express  the  meaning,)  with  a rapidity, 
and  to  an  extent,  and  with  a harmony  of  purpose, 
which  disclosed,  beyond  a doubt,  the  agency  of  a 
great  and  general  cause,  far  surpassing  in  power, 
and  actually  overcoming,  all  local  causes,  and  even 
breaking  down  the  habitual  combinations  of  party. 
A common  feeling  of  danger  from  this  very  measure; 
a determined  opposition  to  it,  as  threatening  des 
fraction  to  their  interests  and  rights,  and  tending  un- 
duly to  aggrandize  the  executive,  by  the  union  in 
Ins  hands  of  the  purse  and  the  sword  ; a clear  and 
deep  objection  to  the  theory  of  a currency  of  gold 
and  silver  for  the  government,  and  of  depreciated 
paper  for  the  people  ; a sure  foreboding  that  a go- 
vernment batik,  administered  by  the  government  offi- 
cers, would  ultimately  grow  out  of  this  scheme, 
however  it  might  now  be  hid  under  the  humble  dra- 
pery of  a few  sub-treasuries,  with  safes  and  vaults  ; 
a conviction  that  the  system  of  credits,  under  which 
they  had  prospered,  was  aimed  at — these,  with  a 
sense  of  insecurity,  and  other  like  feelings  and  con- 
victions, raised  that  spirit  which  pervaded  whole 
states,  and  sent  their  free  citizens,  in  irresistible 
masses,  to  the  first  ballot-boxes  that  were  open  to 
them,  there  to  make  known  their  will.  If  they 
could  then  have  elected  representatives  in  congress, 
no  one  can  doubt  how  this  house  would  now  have 
been  constituted  on  the  question  of  a sub-treasury. 

In  point  of  fact  it  is  certainly  true,  as  stated  by 
the  president,  that  “for  one  state  only  has  an  elec- 
tion been  held  for  the  federal  government.”  The 
demonstration  in  that  state  was  coincident  and  con- 
current with  that  of  the  states  before  referred  to. 
Supposing,  as  sterns  to  be  admitted,  that  such  an 
election  is  a correct  exposition  of  the  views  of  the 
state  as  to  lederal  acts,  and  is  the  unquestionable  re- 
sult of  a general  cause,  then  it  must  he  obvious  that 
such  coincidence  and  concurrence  become  a new 
and  powerful  proot  of  the  interpretation  of  the  elec- 
tions in  the  other  slates.  How  far  the  force  of  that 
election  is  weakened,  if  at  all,  by  the  suggestion, 
that  “ the  early  day  at  which  it  took  place  deprived 
the  measure  under  consideration  of  much  of  the 
support  it  might  otherwise  have  derived  from  the  re- 
sult”—meaning,  it  is  supposed,  that  if  the  people 
had  thought  longer  they  would  have  voted  differ- 
ently—it  is  not,  perhaps,  easy  to  say.  On  one  side 
there  is  a fact,  and  on  the  other  an  hypothesis.  If 
the  latter  can  outweigh  the  former,  then  there  can, 
in  no  case,  he  a ceriain  conclusion;  for,  in  every 
case,  ingenuity  may  devise  an  hypothesis  to  raise  a 
doubt.  Tiie  election  in  question  was  more  than  two 
months  alter  ttie  sub-treasury  message  to  congress 
at  its  special  session.  Whether  the  judgment  of  the 
people  oi  tint  state  is  so  matured  as  to  be  worthy  of 
reliance  at  the  end  of  such  a period,  or  how  much 
loafer  they  require  to  attain  a maturity  to  be  relied 
upon,  are  ques'ions  which,  tor  obvious  reasons,  it  is 
not  desirable  to  discuss,  and  which,  therefore,  are 
passed  over.  Their  will  requires  no  time  to  ripen  ; 
it  is  mature,  and  exacts  obedience  whenever  it  is 
lawfully  expressed. 

But  were  it  admitted  that  all  that  is  said  in  the 
message  is  correct,  still  the  fact  remains,  and  would 
be  even  strengthened  by  the  admission,  that  the  peo- 
ple oi  the  United  States  have  not  been  allowed  an 
opportunity  to  act  upon  this  question.  By  action,  is 
meant  election  to  congress ; an  election  which  will 
give  them  an  opportunity,  constitutionally  and  effec- 
tually, to  express  their  will,  and  to  have  that  will 
obeyed  As  yet,  they  have  had  no  such  opportu- 
nity ; and  it  tiiis  act  be  passed,  they  may  not  have 
one.  Let  us  see  if  this  allegation  be  not  true  to  the 
letter. 

The  measure  in  question  was  fust  propounded  in 
the  message  already  referred  to,  in  the  month  of 
September  last.  Before  that  time,  it  may  be  admit- 
ted that,  among  the  projects  which  were  afloat  in  an 
atmosphere  disturbed  and  darkened  by  severe  dis- 
hes:;, something  oi  the  sort  was  dimly  discerned. — 
But  it  was  not  heeded  ; it  passed  as  the  scheme  of 
some  visionary,  not  entitled  to  notice.  In  so  regard- 
ing it,  there  may  have  been  error;  possibly,  its  value 
ought  to  have  been  more  highly  appreciated,  and 
the  dignity  of  its  source  better  understood.  Still  the 
fact  undoubtedly  is,  that,  until  its  annunciation  by 
the  president,  tiie  public  mind  was  never  seriously 
turned  to  it ; and  from  that  time  to  this,  the  people, 
except  in  a single  state,  have  had  no  elections  “ for 
the  federal  government.”  If  it  be  true,  as  seems  to 
be  indistinctly  intimated,  that  it  is  only  through  such 
elections  the  opinions  of  the  people  can  be  so  con- 


veyed as  to  be  entitled  to  respect,  (which  is  by  no 
means  admitted,)  then  it  will  follow  that  they  have 
not  since  had  the  power  even  to  express  their  opin- 
ions. 

If  tiiis  were  a matter  in  which  the  people  had  no 
very  obvious  and  direct  interest,  so  that  its  decision 
one  way  or  the  other  would  not  be  perceptibly  felt 
by  them,  such  a course  of  proceeding  would  be  like 
that  which  is  followed  in  the  ordinary  measures  oi 
government.  But  such  are  not  the  characteristics 
of  this  measure.  The  alarm  it  lias  caused,  the  anx- 
iety it  has  produced,  the  loud  and  determined  op- 
position it  has  encountered — among  classes,  too, 
who  do  not  generally  take  part  in  political  contests  ; 
tile  earthquake  force  with  which  it  has  shivered 
party  alliances,  setting  free  individual  opinion  and 
feeling,  and  making  them  paramount  to  every  other 
consideration ; all  these  are  proofs  that  the  people 
feel,  believe,  and  know,  that  their  interests  are 
deeply  involved.  And  surely  they  are  not  wrong. 
Surely  it  must  be  conceded  that  such  a change  in 
the  currency  and  circulation  (to  say  nothing  of  its 
other  evils)  must  come  home  to  every  individual,  as 
if  the  air  they  breathed  were  withheld  or  were 
loaded  with  pestilence,  or  the  waters  were  dried  up 
or  poisoned.  Starvation  is  the  poor  man’s  lot,  if  he 
cannot  be  employed  and  paid.  Employed  and  paid 
lie  cannot  be,  if  trade  and  industry  be  palsied  or 
paralyzed : and  so  tiiey  will  be  (as  unhappily,  we 
too  well  know  from  experience)  if  the  circulation 
be  withdrawn,  or  forced  into  unnatural  distribution, 
or  driven  into  cavities  where  it  contributes  nothing 
to  general  health  and  vigor.  A rapid  increase  is 
eventually  dangerous.  A rapid  diminution  works  at 
once  violently  and  destructively.  Property  and  pro- 
duce fail,  money  rises,  debtors  are  ruined,  enter- 
prise is  checked,  business  and  industry  are  prostra- 
ted, and  labor  is  without  employment.  Capitalists, 
and  those  who  have  fixed  salaries,  are  the  only  gain- 
ers— the  latter  especially.  If  money  be  doubled  in 
value,  their  income  is  doubled.  But,  to  effect  this, 
taxes  also  are  doubled  ; the  same  amount  expressing 
twice  the  value.  The  creditor  receives  two-fold  ; 
but  the  debtor  pays  two-fold.  An  estate  that  was 
mortgaged  tor  naif  its  worth,  will  not  pay  the  mort- 
gage. Stocks,  accumulated  from  the  produce  of 
labor,  will  not  pay  the  cost  of  production.  Where, 
then,  tiie  circulation  is  confessedly  redundant,  no 
one  can  deny  that  it  is  worthy  of  the  care  and  con- 
cern of  a wise  government,  and,  above  all,  of  a re- 
publican government,  to  aid  in  guarding  against  the 
violence  of  reduction,  and  the  extensive  derange- 
ment, ruin,  and  misery,  it  would  occasion.  This 
can  be  done  by  a cordial  co-operation  between  the 
government  and  tiie  business  of  the  country ; and  it 
cannot  otherwise  be  done.  The  government  has  an 
interest  in  the  circulation,  by  reason  of  the  large 
revenue  it  now  collects  and  disburses.  The  people 
have  an  interest  in  it,  by  reason  of  its  connexion 
with  their  business.  These  interests  are  common, 
and  they  ought  to  be  one.  They  are  still  more  inti- 
mately and  kindly  connected.  The  government  has 
an  interest  in  the  circulation  of  the  people  ; because 
it  is  essential  to  tiie  general  welfare,  which  is  an  in- 
terest of  patriotism  ; and  because  it  is  necessary  to 
enable  them  to  pay  their  dues,  which  is  a treasury 
interest.  The  government  has  a power  over  the 
circulation,  by  the  large  amount  which  comes  under 
its  control.  What  it  rejects,  must  be  depreciated. 
What  it  receives,  is  thereby  increased  in  value.  Its 
own  inconvertible  paper,  even  its  dishonored  paper, 
(protested  treasury  drafts,)  is  maintained  by  this 
single  circumstance.  Tiie  people,  individually  or 
in  tiie  aggregate,  have  no  such  power.  Hence  the 
necessily  of  co-operation,  sincere  and  cordial  co- 
operation, on  the  part,  of  the  government,  for  the 
sake  of  the  people  as  well  as  for  the  sake  of  the  go- 
vernment. There  must  be  a common  circulation,  in 
sufficient  abundance  for  both,  or  things  will  not  go 
well  with  either.  As  long  as  the  door  of  tiie  treasury 
is  the  limit  between  two  distinct  currencies,  there 
will  inevitably  be  disorder  and  embarrassment. 

In  this  community  of  interest,  it  must  be  evident 
that  the  people,  though  they  have  the  least  power, 
have  by  far  the  largest  stake.  Their  business,  and 
the  circulation  it  requires,  in  the  aggregate,  are  in- 
finitely beyond  those  of  the  treasury.  But  tiiis  is 
not  all.  The  government  itself  is  theirs,  and  tiie 
treasury  is  theirs.  Both  are  established  for  their 
benefit,  and  support  by  their  contributions,  from  the 
products  of  their  property  and  their  industry.  Such 
being  the  incontrovertible  construction  of  the  con- 
stitution, it  would  be  very  strange,  indeed,  if  the 
interests  and  welfare  of  the  people,  the  encourage- 
ment and  support  of  their  lawful  pursuits,  could,  by 
any  perversion  whatever,  be  deemed  subordinate  or 
secondary.  How  much  more  inadmissible  is  it  to 
suggest  that  they  are  to  be  quite  disregarded,  and 
that  the  government  and  the  treasury  are  only  to 
take  care  of  themselves ! Such  a proposal  would  at 
any  time  be  unconstitutional  and  unsocial.  What, 


then,  is  to  be  thought  of  it,  when  it  is  still  further 
aggravated  by  the  fact,  that  the  proposition  thus  to 
dissolve  the  fellowship  of  longstanding  between  the 
people  and  the  government,  in  tiie  concern  of  circu- 
lation and  currency,  is  made  when  calamity  and  dis- 
tress are  every  where  among  (lie  people,  inviting 
sympathy  and  calling  for  exertion,  on  tiie  part  of  the 
government,  to  administer  relief?  What  is  this, 
but  to  say  that  it  was  only  a sunshine  connexion  ? 
When  the  storm  comes,  there  is  a shelter  for  the 
government,  but  the  people  must  abide  its  peltings. 
Sucli  a proposition,  at  such  a time,  is  susceptible  of 
but  one  further  aggravation  ; and  that  is  not  want- 
ing. It  is  brought  forward  and  urged  to  a decision, 
before  the  people  can  act  upon  it  by  their  elections. 
As  they  have  so  deep  an  interest  in  the  question,  a 
due  respect  for  their  rights  demands  that  a decision 
should  not  be  precipitated  till  their  opinions  can  be 
authoritatively  expressed,  so  as  to  enforce  obedience. 

Perhaps  it  may  be  urged,  in  reply  to  this  course  of 
remarks,  that  if  tiie  people  are  dissatisfied  with  the 
measure,  they  can  hereafter  rid  themselves  of  it. 
In  an  ordinary  case,  such  a reply  would  not,  per- 
haps, be  without  some  weight.  But  the  minority  of 
the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  measure  in 
question  is  of  no  ordinary  description.  They  have 
already  referred  to  its  probable  (as  they  think,  cer- 
tain) edects  upon  the  interests  and  concerns  of  the 
people,  as  giving  to  it  an  extraordinary  character. 
They  might  insist,  also  upon  the  change  it  is  des- 
tined to  effect  in  the  relation  between  tiie  people  and 
their  government,  by  aggrandizing  the  latter,  and 
clothing  it  with  new  power  and  patronage,  at  the 
expense  and  to  the  detriment  of  tiie  former,  as  en- 
titling it  to  the  same  distinction.  Whatever,  indeed, 
they  nave  hitherto  submitted,  or  may  hereafter  sub- 
mit, will  be  found  to  concur  to  the  same  end  ; that 
is,  to  establish  that  what  is  now  termed  “ an  inde- 
pendent treasury”  ought  not  to  be  setup  in  the  land, 
until  the  people’s  assent  is  first  fairly  obtained. — 
Desirous  as  they  are  to  avoid  recurring  to  topics 
which  may  seem  in  any  degree,  to  revive  the  irrita- 
tion of  past  conflicts,  they  are,  nevertheless,  obliged, 
in  justice  to  the  subject,  to  say,  that  all  the  measures 
of  the  executive  government  for  the  last  four  or  five 
years,  touching  the  currency  and  circulation,  have 
been  in  advance  of  the  people,  or  contrary  to  their 
opinions  and  wishes.  More  distinctly — they  hope 
inoffensively — they  would  be  understood  to  mean 
that,  if  tiie  people  had  been  previously  consulted, 
they  would  have  been  (and  where  they  were  con- 
sulted, they  actually  were)  opposed  to  those  mea- 
sures. Both  houses  of  congress  passed  a law  to  re- 
charter tiie  Bank  of  the  United  States.  The  presi- 
dent vetoed  it.  Here,  the  executive  annulled  the 
act  of  the  people’s  representatives.  The  deposites 
were  removed.  This  was  the  act  of  the  executive 
alone.  A connexion  was  formed  with  state  banks, 
and  tiie  public  treasure  confided  to  them,  under  the 
sole  authority  of  tiie  executive.  A new  function 
was  next  assumed  by  the  treasury,  of  directing  the 
management  of  the  banks;  telling  them  when  they 
were  to  grant  facilities,  and  when  they  were  to 
strengthen  themselves  with  gold  and  silver;  both  of 
which  have  proved  disastrous  to  the  banks  and  to 
the  country.  Then  came  the  specie  circular,  pro- 
fessing to  have  for  its  object  to  check  speculation  in 
public  lands,  since  confessed  to  have  been  inade- 
quate to  its  purpose;  but,  unhappily,  too  sufficient  in 
producing  public  mischiefs,  which  were  not  intend- 
ed. A bill  passed  both  houses  which  repealed  the 
circular.  That  bill  was  not  returned  by  the  presi- 
dent, and  the  circular  still  remains  in  force.  Alono- 
witli  these  measures  came  an  increase  of  state 
banks,  an  increase  of  loans,  an  increase  of  circula- 
tion, and  a general  expansion  of  their  business.  And 
after  them,  came  the  general  disorder  in  our  com- 
merce and  currency;  and,  finally,  the  suspension  of 
specie  payments  by  the  banks  in  May,  1837  which 
still  continues.  Whether  these  acts  of  the  govern- 
ment did  or  did  not  produce,  or  aid  in  producing,  file 
catastrophe,  (and  tiie  minority  of  the  committee 
firmly  believe  they  did,)  has  been  matter  of  contro- 
versy. It  is  quite  certain  that,  during  the  whole 
period,  the  executive  power  of  the  government  was 
actively,  and  in  a most  unusual  manner,  bearing 
upon,  disturbing,  and  agitating  the  business  and  cii” 
dilation  of  the  country,  with  a view  to  produce 

some  results:  it  was  not  meant  to  be  inoperative. 

Such  a power,  applied  with  great  energy  to  a sub  - 
ject so  sensitive  and  delicate  as  credit  and  currency, 
could  not  be  unproductive.  If  it  did  not  work  to 
the  end  intended,  it  would  be  sure  to  work  to  some 
other  end.  It  might  fail  to  accomplish  what  was  de- 
sired, but  it  could  not  fail  to  leave  traces  where  it 
had  passed.  What,  then,  are  the  monuments  of  its 
existence,  if  they  be  not  the  wreck  and  ruin  we 
have  witnessed  ? Where  is  the  work,  if  tiiis  be 
not  ? 

It  is  quite  certain,  too,  that  every  step  in  the  pro- 
ceeding, the  consequences  were  predicted  exactly  #s 
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they  have  occurred.  These  predictions  were  un- 
heeded; but  now  they  serve  to  lead  those  who  have 
seen  the  issue,  to  the  causes  which  have  produced 
it,  and  to  confirmdhe  conclusion  drawn  from  the  re- 
trospect. Looking  forward,  and  looking  back,  it  is 
the  same  line  of  events;  and  ihe  judgment  upon 
them,  from  both  points  of  view,  is  the  same. 

But  let  it  be  taken  for  debateable  whether  these 
have  been  the  results,  in  part  or  in  whole,  of  the 
measures  of  the  government:  no  one,  it  is  believed, 
has  ever  been  extravagant  enough  to  assert  that,  as 
far  as  concerns  currency  and  circulation,  and  a 
wholesome  state  of  business,  those  measures  have 
done  any  good.  They  have  not  checked,  nor  had 
any  tendency  to  check,  the  growth  of  disorder,  nor 
to  retard  the  approach  of  disaster  and  distress.  The 
utmost  efforts  to  defend  them  has  not  gone  beyond 
the  denial  that  they  had  caused  the  disorder  and 
distress.  A very  large  portion  of  our  fellow-citi- 
zens sincerely  believe  that  they  have  been  the  sole 
cause,  a much  larger  portion  are  convinced  that 
they  have  contributed  to  these  effects.  All  would 
be  satisfied,  and  a vast  number  of  our  fellow-citizens 
most  ardently  desire  that  no  more  such  experiments 
should  be  made. 

In  this  state  of  things,  the  plan  of  an  independent 
treasury  is  propounded,  and  pressed  to  a decision  be- 
fore the  people  can  have  an  opportunity  to  act  upon 
it.  Is  it  substantially  true,  that  it  is  equally  in  their 
power  after  its  adoption  as  before?  Let  the  experience 
of  the  past  years  answer.  When  a measure  has  been 
once  adopted,  the  question  of  overthrowing  it  is  a very 
different  one  from  that  of  its  adoption.  In  the  latter 
case,  it  is  a simple  question  of  the  merits  of  the  plan; 
in  the  former,  it  is  complicated,  connecting  itself 
with  many  considerations  entirely  alien,  but  in  their 
nature  powerful  to  counteract  the  free  course  of 
opinion.  There  are  many  obvious  reasons  for  not 
being  more  particular;  nor  is  it  needful,  for  they  will 
be  readily  perceived  by  every  one  who  has  attended 
to  the  working  of  party,  or  witnessed  what  has  oc- 
curred within  the  last  five  or  six  years.  Avoiding 
such  topics,  however,  there  is  one  consideration  of  a 
general  nature,  and,  therefore,  free  from  the  objec- 
tions just  alluded  to,  upon  which  it  seems  proper  to 
make  a remark.  When  a measure  has  been  adopted, 
and  is  found  to  work  badly,  one  would  suppose  that 
it  would  be  laid  aside  and  abandoned.  But,  no;  its 
want  of  efficiency  is  ascribed,  not  to  its  own  inhe- 
rent weakness  or  error,  as  it  ought  to  be,  but  to  some- 
thing else  which  has  disturbed  its  action.  Instead 
of  being  abandoned,  it  only  gives  rise  to  some  new 
project,  equally  promising,  and  equally  destined  to 
fail.  Thus  the  past,  from  which  wisdom  would  seek 
instruction,  is  never  considered.  The  present  and 
the  immediate  future  are  made  to  occupy  and  to  agi- 
tate the  mind,  without  repose  or  rest  for  thought. 
And  so,  no  doubt,  or  even  worse,  would  it  be  with 
this  independent  treasury,  if  unhappily,  it  should 
ever  become  a law. ' Should  it  fail  to  answer  a good 
purpose,  (as  it  assuredly  would)  it  would  be  said 
that  its  basis  was  too  narrow;  and  then  would  follow 
a scheme  for  enlarging  its  machinery  and  increasing 
its  magnificence  and  expense — more  officers,  more 
offices,  more  safes  and  vaults,  more  salaries.  Should 
it  be  found  that  the  gold  and  silver  imprisoned  in 
these  vaults,  or  supposed  to  be  so,  did  not  supply  a 
currency,  the  remedy  would  be  an  issue,  or  rather 
an  increase  of  the  issue,  of  inconvertible  govern- 
ment paper.  Should  exchange  be  deficient,  exchange 
operations,  on  a greater  scale  than  was  required  for 
the  tranactions  of  government,  would  be  the  ready 
contrivance  to  supply  the  deficiency.  Should  the 
hoards  accumulate  in  the  accounts,  (for  the  reality 
of  accumulation  would  be  past  finding  out)  or  should 
there  be  reason  to  appehend  that,  like  the  pension 
agents,  the  sub-independent  treasurers  were  making 
profits  for  themselves  and  their  friends  out  of  the 
public  money,  it  would  be  quite  natural  to  say  that  it 
would  be  better  to  lend  the  money  out  at  interest,  or 
to  buy  stock,  (as  has  already  been  proposed  by  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury)  or  either,  as  might  be  most 
profitable.  Thus,  the  humble  chrysalis,  an  indepen- 
dent treasury,  this  golden  grub  of  the  earth,  would 
pass  into  a mighty  government  bank,  and  even  some- 
thing more;  it  would  be  a money-dealer  and  a stock- 
jobber, in  addition,  far  beyond  what  it  has  ever  been 
deemed  wise  to  permit  any  bank  to  be;  and  so  it 
would  continue,  expanding  and  glittering,  until  some 
such  pressure  as  the  vicissitudes  of  the  world  occa- 
sionally bring  forth,  should  bury  it  under  heaps  of  its 
own  irredeemable  paper. 

In  every  stage  of  this  progress,  peculation  and  de- 
linquency would  be  the  concomitants  of  the  system, 
as  surely,  and  to  a much  greater  degree,  than  they 
have  been  in  the  little  sub-independent  treasuries  of 
the  post  office,  which  atford  the  only  example  (a 
faint  and  feeble  one,  indeed)  of  the  operation  of  the 
plan. 

Besides  all  that  has  already  been  urged  upon  this 
point,  it  must  be  perceived  that  the  independent 


treasury,  if  established,  has  a dangerous  capacity  to 
strengthen  itself,  and  thus  to  weaken  and  overcome 
resistance — not  to  conciliate  public  opinion  by  a 
manifestation  of  its  usefulness,  which  would  be  in- 
nocent; but  to  establish  an  independent  power,  for- 
midable from  the  first  by  its  organization  and  means, 
and  tending,  unavoidably,  to  become  daily  more 
powerful.  That  power  would  be  wielded  entirely 
by  the  executive,  without  control,  and  subserviency 
to  his  views.  The  mere  patronage  would  be  dan- 
gerous, and  even  appalling;  for  no  one  can  tell  to 
what  extent  it  will  finally  be  carried.  But  the  spirit 
of  such  a corps,  and  the  weapons  placed  in  its  hands, 
are  far  more  to  be  dreaded.  It  will  be  able  both  to 
seduce  and  to  intimidate,  by  its  command  over  the 
money  of  the  public;  to  corrupt  and  to  overawe,  and 
thus  to  fortify  itself  in  its  position,  so  as  to  defy  all 
resistance.  What  prospect  will  there  be  of  over- 
throwing it,  when  once  thus  established?  Its  spirit 
may  be  discerned  already.  A newly  appointed  col- 
lector of  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  who  has  been  in 
office  at  Washington  for  several  years,  within  a fort- 
night after  his  appointment,  is  the  first  signer  of  a 
call  for  a meeting  in  favor  of  the  independent  trea- 
sury. The  custom-house  officers  must  obey  his  sum- 
mons. Other  officers  of  the  government,  dependent 
upon  the  executive,  will  do  the  same  thing,  from 
official  sympathy,  or  because  it  is  a service  they 
cannot  refuse.  The  voice  of  such  a meeting  will, 
of  course,  be  in  harmony  with  the  voice  ol  the  exe- 
cutive. How  can  it  be  otherwise,  when  they  are 
dependent  upon  his  pleasure?  Thus  will  something 
be  manufactured,  to  be  called  “public  opinion,”  and 
sent  here  to  support  the  executive.  If  such  be  the 
influence  now,  in  the  prospect  only  of  official  power 
and  independence,  what  will  it  be  when  they’-  shall 
be  realized  and  consolidated  by  a connection  extend- 
ing througout  the  whole  United  States?  If  the  pro- 
blem wrere  to  make  an  independent  executive — that 
is,  an  executive  independent  of  the  people  and  of 
congress — we  do  not  see  how  it  could  be  better 
solved  than  by  the  method  proposed. 

But,  besides  all  this,  does  it  not  require  the  same 
concurrence  to  repeal  a law  as  to  enact  one?  May 
not  the  senate,  or  the  house  of  representatives,  or  the 
president,  prevent  its  repeal;  whereas  all  must  unite 
to  effect  its  passage?  The  passage  of  the  law,  there- 
fore, would  make  a most  serious  change.  The  re- 
presentatives sent  here  by  the  people  to  undo  what 
had  been  done,  w’otild  be  unable  to  execute  their 
will.  The  senate  could  defeat  their  purpose,  or  the 
president  alone  could  veto  it. 

These,  and  many  other  considerations,  seem  to  Ihe 
minority  of  the  committee  to  constitute  decisive  ob- 
jections to  present  action  upon  a matter  of  such 
great  moment.  They  do  not  perceive  how  it  can  be 
just  or  right,  by  a sudden  movement,  to  place  the 
executive  in  a position  of  advantage  over  the  people, 
and  by  Ihe  same  act  to  enfeeble,  if  not  entirely  to 
take  away  theirpower  to  dislodge  him. 

A further  objection  to  this  plan,  partly  embraced 
in  what  has  already  been  said,  is,  that  it  proposes 
nothing  for  the  relief  of  the  people.  But  this  is  by 
no  means  the  whole  of  its  obnoxious  character.  It 
goes  much  further;  for  it  proposes  measures  which 
will  unavoidably  increase  their  embarrassments,  and 
make  them  perpetual.  Assuming,  for  the  present, 
that  the  suspension  of  specie  payments,  assumed  by 
the  president,  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  the 
majority  of  the  committee,  is  the  great  evil  in  our 
affairs,  then  the  resumption  of  specie  payments  is  the 
point  to  be  attained  to  bring  back  order.  No  one 
will  question  that  this  is  desirable,  nay,  indispen- 
sable. 

The  whole  circulation  of  the  United  States,  as  well 
for  the  business  of  individuals  as  for  the  concerns  of 
the  treasury,  consisted,  at  the  time  of  the  suspension, 
of  state  bank  paper.  There  was  no  other  medium; 
that  was  the  only  money  in  use.  The  small  amount 
of  coin  employed  for  change,  scarcely  deserved  to  be 
considered.  In  the  larger  concerns  of  trade,  gold 
and  silver,  while  they  formed  the  standard  of  value, 
were  no  further  required  in  circulation  than  to  li- 
quidate balances.  Being  costly  and  inconvenient, 
the  employment  of  them,  even  for  this  limited  end, 
was  reduced  as  low  as  possible,  not  by  any  concert 
or  contrivance,  oi  deliberate  design,  but  by  the  very 
nature  of  the  thing,  always  tending  to  simplicity  and 
economy  in  the  operations  of  commerce.  The  use 
of  gold  and  silver,  it  must  be  remembered,  is  not  for 
the  liquidation  only  of  domestic  balances,  it  performs 
the  same  intimate  function  in  settling  balances  be- 
tween different  nations,  so  as  to  enter  into  the  general 
circulation. 

Up  to  the  month  of  May  last,  the  United  States 
were  able  to  pay  their  foreign  balances.  The  banks 
in  the  United  States  were  able  to  pay  their  balances. 
Thus,  bank  paper  maintained  an  equality  with  gold 
and  silver  at  home;  and  the  circulation,  consisting  of 
bank  paper,  maintained  itself,  in  comparison  with 
the  circulation  of  other  countries,  at  the  same  level 


as  if  the  currency  had  been  entirely  of  gold  and 
silver. 

The  circulation,  it  may  be  further  remarked  is  also 
aided  by  credits  in  various  forms,  (not  being  a cur- 
rency, properly  so  called,  but  performing  some  of  its 
functions,  and  by  exchanges)  which  superseded  the 
necessity  of  actually  transmitting  bank  paper  or  coin 
from  place  to  place.  These  credits  and  exchanges 
rest  upon  the  same  ultimate  basis,  namely,  the  ability 
to  liquidate  balances. 

The  whole  of  this  machinery,  it  will  be  seen,  is 
contrived  and  employed  to  circulate* exchangeable 
commodities,  the  product  of  the  soil  and  industry, 
which  constitute  the  real  wealth  of  the  nation,  as 
they  do  of  individuals.  It  is  true,  also,  that,  upon 
this  foundation  of  exchangeable  values,  the  whole  of 
it  rests  for  support.  Our  wealth,  in  trade  with  a 
foreign  nation  is  made  up  of  what  we  have  to  sell, 
and  they  desire  to  buy,  and  are  able  to  pay  for.  If 
the  whole  exports  of  the  United  States  were  of  cot- 
ton, and  its  price  a fixed  one,  the  quantity  we  had  to 
sell,  at  any  given  time,  would  determine  the  amount 
we  were  able  to  buy;  and  if  we  exceeded  that  limit, 
we  must  contract  a debt  for  the  excess.  But  as  the 
quantity  and  the  price  are  both  liable  to  fluctuations, 
calculations  made  upon  them  may  fail,  and  anticipa- 
tion df  their  sales  by  borrowing  fone  of  the  allowa- 
ble modes  of  credit)  may  cause  embarrassment  and 
loss.  Credit,  however,  if  continued  under  these  cir- 
cumstances, in  confidence  of  final  security,  will 
mitigate  or  finally  prevent  the  mischief.  It  is  when, 
in  this  state  of  things,  ciedit.  from  any  cause,  sud- 
denly gives  way,  or  when,  by  giving  way,  it  pro- 
duces this  state  of  things,  that  the  whole  extremity 
of  disaster  is  brought  about,  and  for  a time  is  uncon- 
trollable. Its  first  importunate  demand  is  for  gold 
and  silver,  in  a tone  unusually  peremptory,  and  in 
extraordinary  quantities.  These  metals  yield  readily 
to  the  invitations  of  trade;  they  flow  gently  when 
they  are  left  free  to  obey  their  own  law;  but  they 
shrink  from  the  hand  of  lorce,  and  hide  themselves 
from  its  enactions.  Such  a demand,  therefore,  when 
it  is  sufficient  to  w'eaken  confidence,  causes  gold 
and  silver  to  disappear,  and,  from  the  fear  of  a va- 
cuum which  they  abhor,  they  absolutely  make  a 
vacuum. 

That  the  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  the 
banks  was  owing  to  some  such  cause,  no  one  can 
question.  Indeed,  it  is  susceptible  of  proof,  as  a 
matter  of  fact.  When  the  drain  came  upon  the  banks, 
which  obliged  them  to  stop  the  issue  of  specie,  ac- 
cording to  the  repeated  statements  of  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury,  gold  and  silver  was  more  abundant 
in  theUnited  States  than  at  any  former  period.  They 
had  been  continually  increasing  for  several  years, 
under  the  influence  of  a policy  designed  to  encourage 
their  importation,  which,  it  was  boasted,  had  fulfilled 
its  purpose.  The  same  high  authority  assured  us 
that  the  banks  were  not  imprudent;  they  had  ob- 
served a due  proportion  between  their  specie  and 
their  liabilities — rather  better,  indeed,  than  before, 
and  judging  from  former  experience,  sufficient  to 
enable  them  to  discharge  their  balances;  they  had 
extended  themselves,  but  only  according  to  the  ex- 
tension of  the  specie  basis. 

Avoiding  a recurrence  to  the  primary  causes  of  the 
suspension  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks,  and 
omitting  for  the  present  to  refer  to  the  action  of  the 
government,  it  seems  to  the  minority  of  the  commit- 
tee to  be  very  easy  to  discern  the  immediate  agency 
which  disturbed  and  disordered  our  circulation. 
While  the  United  States  were  receiving  specie, 
England  was  parting  with  it.  Finally,  the  Bank  of 
England  discovered  that  her  stock  of  gold  was  ra- 
pidly being  diminished  to  an  alarming  extent,  and, 
for  her  own  protection  from  a continuance  of  the 
drain,  sought  to  discover,  and  of  course,  to  stop,  the 
channel  through  which  it  was  made.  It  was  found 
to  have  been  opened  by  means  of  credits  of  the 
United  States  upon  England,  ordered  to  be  remitted 
in  gold.  The  fact,  as  stated  by  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  is,  that  the  stock  of  gold  in  the  United 
States  had,  within  a short  time,  been  increased  fifteen 
millions  of  dollars — the  greater  part  of  it,  beyond  a 
doubt,  coming  from  England,  and  much  of  it  (hcwr 
much  cannot  probably  be  ascertained)  borrow'ed; 
that  is,  obtained  by  means  of  credits.  The  Bank  of 
England,  to  stop  "this  drain,  frowned  upon  and  dis- 
credited th»  bills  drawn  in  the  United  States  upon 
credits.  They  could  nolonger  be  discounted.  Hence, 
the  revulsion;  the  failure  of  some  of  the  American 
houses  (as  they  were  termed)  in  England,  and  the 
excessive  pressure  upon  all  of  them;  the  dishonor 
and  return  of  bills,  with  all  their  consequences;  and 
the  sudden  demand  for  a large  balance,  not  expected 
to  be  called  for.  Exchange  rose,  specie  became  a 
better  remittance,  and  specie  began  to  rush  out. 

At  the  same  time  our  great  staple  fell  in  England. 
The  secretary  of  the  treasury  computes  the  loss  to 
the  United  States  upon  the  half  of  the  crop  then  un- 
disposed of  at  no  less  a sum  than  twenty  millions  of 
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dollars.  He  computes  the  commercial  debt  from  tiie 
United  States  at  thirty  millions  of  dollars.  If  these 
estimates  be  correct,  then  the  cotton,  had  it  not  fall- 
en, would  have  paid  two-thirds  of  the  debt;  and  the 
balance,  reduced  to  ten  millions  of  dollars,  would  not 
have  been  sufficient  to  cause  any  very  serious  em- 
barrassment. It  further  appears  from  the  statements 
of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  (especially  from  his 
report  in  December,  1S36,)  thatwhile  we  were  get- 
ting in  debt  to  England,  we  were  importingspecie, 
and  that  the  amount  added  to  our  stock  of  gold  and 
silver  was  more  than  the  amount  of  the  debt  just 
mentioned.  It  follows,  that  the  gold  and  silver  must 
be  considered,  to  that  amount,  as  having  been 
bought  upon  credit  and  not  paid  for.  Coming  into  the 
banks,  nevertheless,  with  nothing  upon  them  to 
show  this  infirmity,  it  would  be  dealt  with  as  any 
other  money  in  its  vaults,  and  deemed  to  justify  an 
expansion  of  credit. 

Such  is  a brief,  but,  in  the  opinion  of  the  minor- 
ity of  the  committee,  an  accurate  sketch  of  the 
times  immediately  preceding  the  suspension,  in 
which  are  to  be  sought  its  causes.  They  do  not 
concur  with  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  in  the 
suggestion  that  the  over-production  of  cotton  was 
among  them.  It  could  not  have  operated  so  sud- 
denly and  violently.  But  there  is  now  evidence  to 
the  contrary;  the  production  has  gone  on  increas- 
ing since,  and  the  demand  in  England  has  kept 
pace  with  the  increase.  There  is  no  reason  to  fear 
that  a scarcity  of  this  great  staple  will  become  de- 
sirable. 

But,  whatever  may  have  been  the  cause  of  the 
suspension,  the  fact  unquestionably  is,  that  as  be- 
fore we  had  a circulation  of  bank  paper,  with  only 
coin  for  change  and  for  the  liquidation  of  balances, 
so  after  the  suspension  we  had  nothing  but  bank 
paper.  If  the  whole  of  the  bank  paper  had  been 
withdrawn  or  discredited,  there  would  have  been  no 
circulation  at  all.  If  it  were  now  to  be  witdrawn 
or  discredited,  there  would  be  no  circulation.  But 
the  people  of  the  United  States  were  not  so  blind 
as  to  reduce  themselves  to  this  condition.  They 
believed  that  these  institutions,  though  unable  to 
pay  specie,  or  unwilling  to  adopt  harsh  and  ruinous 
measures  towards  their  debtors,  to  the  injury  of  the 
community,  were  solvent  arid  secure.  With  the 
few  exceptions  of  some  banks  too  much  pampered 
by  the  government,  they  have  justified  the  public 
confidence.  The  people  of  the  United  States, 
therefore,  did  not  discredit  the  banks.  At  the  same 
time,  they  desire  the  resumption  of  specie  payments 
as  soon  as  it  may  be  reasonably  practicable.  It  is  ' 
a just  desire.  Their  permanent  interests  require 
it.  But  can  this  great  object  be  accomplished  as 
soon  and  as  well  as  it  ought  to  be,  without  the  co- 
operation of  the  government?  Can  it  be  accom- 
plished in  the  face  of  government  measures  bearing 
to  the  contrary?  Are  not  the  measures  of  the  go- 
vernment, and,  especially,  is  not  this  measure,  of 
that  description?  Let  us  for  a moment  examine. 

The  message  of  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
at  the  special  session  in  September,  presented  four 
principal  measures  for  the  consideration  of  con- 
gress, One  was,  to  withhold  the  fourth  instalment 
of  the  deposiles  from  the  states;  another,  an  issue 
of  government  paper  denominated  treasury  notes, 
to  the  amount  of  ten  millions  of  dollars;  the  third, 
was  the  sub-treasuiy;  and  the  last,  was  a bankrupt 
law  for  the  banks. 

The  aim  of  the  last  of  these  measures  was  direct 
enough,  and  as  iatal  as  direct.  If  the  suspension  of 
specie  payments  was  to  be  an  act  of  bankruptcy, 
(and  the  banks  had  done  no  other  act  to  be  com- 
plain d of,)  then  the  whole  banks  of  the  United 
States  would  have  been  liable  to  be  brought  under 
the  power  of  commissioners  of  the  United  States, 
The  capitals  of  these  banks  are  between  three  and 
lour  hundred  millions  ot  dollars.  In  some  instances, 
they  are  owned  wholly  by  states.  In  many  others, 
the  states  are  large  shareholders.  The  debts  and 
credits  ot  these  banks  are  beyond  the  amount  of 
their  capitals — probably  twice  as  much.  Here, 
then,  would  be  three  or  four  hundred  millions  of 
property  of  the  states  and  their  citizens,  and  double 
that  amount  of  debts  and  credits,  exposed  to  be 
placed  in  commission  to  wind  up  their  affairs. 
When  bankruptcy  began,  banking  would  instantly 
cease.  There  would  be  no  circulation.  Banks 
have  their  evils;  but  who  can  measure  the  extent  of 
the  calamity  that  such  a system  of  "bankruptcy 
would  produce,  if  fairly  carried  out?  The  commis- 
sions would  only  strike  the  banks,  but  the  bank- 
ruptcy would  be  universal;  no  one  could  hope  to 
escape.  Such  a recommendation,  it  will  be  seen, 
could  give  no  rehef  to  the  people,  and  no  aid  to  the 
banks.  There  was  nothing  in  it  to  help  forward 
the  resumption  of  specie  payments,  but  the  con- 
trary. Fortunately,  it  received  no  countenance 
from  either  house  of  congress,  and  has  not  been  re- 
newed. 


The  act  for  withholding  the  fourth  instalment 
from  the  states,  was  a measure  purely  for  the  relief 
of  the  government,  and  adverse  to  the  states  and 
the  banks.  In  the  distressed  condition  of  the  coun- 
try, this  money  would  have  been  useful  to  both. 
Especially,  it  would  have  gone  into  the  state  banks, 
and  helped  them  in  their  struggle,  which  would  have 
been  beneficial  to  the  citizens.  Even  modified, 
as  it  finallly  was,  it  gave  no  relief  to  the  states 
or  the  people,  but  disappointed  the  hopes  of  both. 

The  issue  of  treasury  notes  (to  say  no  more  of 
it)  swelled  the  stream  of  inconvertible  paper, 
and  increased  the  confusion  of  various  paper,  of  un- 
equal and  fluctuating  value,  already  too  great.  By 
employing  it  in  the  purchase  of  specie,  or  even 
by  offering  it,  the  demand  for  that  article  was  in- 
creased, its  value  raised,  and  the  tendency  it  might 
otherwise  have  had  to  return  to  the  circulation  was 
counteracted.  The  operation  does  not  entirely  ter- 
minate here.  Being  receivable  in  dues  to  the  go- 
vernment, and  bank  paper  excluded,  it  so  far  tended 
to  depreciate  bank  paper.  There  has  been  a con- 
test between  them.  Specie  has  been  above  both, 
but  they  have  fluctuated  in  comparison  with  each 
other;  bank  paper  in  New  York  generally  having 
the  preference.  However  necessary  this  issue  of 
treasury  notes  may  have  been  for  the  government, 
it  has  given  no  help  towards  the  resumption  of  spe- 
cie payments.  Thus,  there  has  been  more  than  a 
want  of  co-operation  on  the  part  of  the  government 
towards  this  desirable  result. 

The  remaining  measure  was  the  sub- treasury  bill, 
now  again  presented,  and  the  immediate  occasion  of 
the  present  report.  This  is  by  far  the  most  import- 
ant of  all;  for  while  the  other  measures  are,  in  their 
nature,  temporary  and  occasional,  this  is  intended 
to  be  permanent  and  systematic.  Being  at  the  same 
time  new,  and  without  example  in  our  former  his- 
tory, it  must  necessarily  be  a departure  from  all  the 
former  usages  ofour  government,  and  all  the  former 
habits  of  the  people.  It  is,  therefore,  entitled  to 
the  most  serious  consideration,  before  it  is  adopted; 
and  in  what  they  have  further  to  say,  the  minority 
of  the  committee  will  confine  themselves  to  this 
great  topic,  not  incidentally  only,  as  offering  no  re- 
lief to  the  people,  but  substantially,  in  its  principal 
features  and  probable  operation.  And  with  this 
view,  they  proceed  to  inquire,  in  the  first  place, 
what  is  the  ostensible  aim  and  purpose  of  this 
measure?  and,  in  the  next  place,  what  are  the  means 
and  machinery  by  which  the  purpose  is  to  be  achiev- 
ed. 

To  (he  first  of  these  questions  the  answer  seems 
to  be,  that  the  ostensible  purpose  is  to  establish  an 
independenttreasury,  where  nothingshall  be  receiv- 
ed in  payment,  but  gold  and  silver. 

If  such  a scheme  be  at  all  practicable,  (as  it  never 
yet  has  been  found  to  be,)  it  must  work  in  one  or 
two  ways:  either  the  whole  currency  of  the  coun- 
try, for  all  the  purposes  of  circulation,  must  be  of 
the  same  description — that  is,  of  gold  and  silver, 
without  any  other  medium;  or,  there  must  be  one 
currency  for  business,  and  another  for  the  treasury; 
or,  as  it  is  commonly  expressed,  one  currency  for 
the  people,  and  another  for  the  government. 

The  first,  namely,  an  entirely  metallic  currency, 
for  all  the  purposes  of  circulation,  has  been  over  and 
over  again  demonstrated  to  be  impossible.  In  this 
country  it  never  existed,  unless  it  were  during  the 
very  short  and  gloomy  period  which  followed  the 
overthrow  of  the  government  paper,  remembered 
by  the  name  of  “continental  money,”  which  ought 
forever  to  make  the  people  distrustful  of  the  govern- 
ment paper.  All  the  provinces  before  the  revolu- 
tion, and  all  the  states  from  that  time  till  the  adop- 
tion of  the  constitution,  had  a credit  system  of  some 
sort  or  other;  most  commonly  it  was  state  paper, 
not  resting  altogether  upon  the  faith  of  the  state, 
but  upon  the  security  of  individuals,  to  whom  the 
credit  of  the  state  was  loaned.  The  bills  of  credit 
in  Pennsylvania,whieh  came  into  use  at  an  early 
day,  and  were  issued  upon  the  very  ground  that 
the  supply  of  gold  and  silver  was  not  adequate  to 
the  wants  of  society,  were  thus  loaned  out  to  indi- 
viduals, who  gave  mortgages,  or  other  satisfactory 
security,  to  the  government.  These  issues  were, 
from  time  to  time,  increased.  The  wu'sest  and  best 
men  have  borne  testimony  to  the  value  of  these  cre- 
dits, as  conducive  to  the  support  and  encourage- 
ment of  industry.  They  have  agreed  that  credit,  in 
some  form,  was  indispensable;  and  even  that  this 
plan,  objectionable  as  it  was,  and  liable  to  abuses, 
was  better  than  the  restriction  to  gold  and  silver. 
The  two  principal  characteristics  of  this  plan,  in 
Pennsylvania  cannot  eseape  attention.  The  credits 
were  lent  to  individuals  for  the  purpos  of  circula- 
tion—that  is,  for  the  wants  of  society,  and  not  for 
the  wants  of  the  government,  though  it  is  true  that 
they  were  receivable  in  the  payment  of  public  dues; 
and  they  were  lent,  upon  individual  security,  in 
such  amounts  only  as  individuals  could  give  satis- 


factory security  for.  In  these  two  points  they 
were  identical  with  bank  credits,  which  are  secur- 
ed (besides  the  bank  capital)  upon  the  property  of 
the  borrowers.  But  the  principle  just  mentioned, 
which  formed  some  check  upon  issues,  and  made 
them  a representative  of  real  value,  was  not  every- 
where adopted,  nor,  where  adopted,  was  it  adhered 
to.  Such  paper  was  made  a lawlul  tender.  Abuses 
existed  and  increased,  as  always  has  been,  and 
always  will  be,  the  case  with  government  paper; 
but  credit  was  not  on  that  account  abandoned,  nor 
the  credit  system  less  prized.  Congress,  in  the  year 
1781,  chartered  the  Bank  of  North  America,  which 
had  been  established  in  the  preceding  year  by  a few 
patriotic  citizens:  that  bank  afterwards  accepted  a 
charter  from  the  state  of  Pennsylvania.  Three  other 
state  banks  were  established,  and  in  existence,  be- 
fore the  constitution  of  the  United  States  was  made. 
The  system  of  government  paper  was,  therefore, 
condemned  and  abandoned;  but  the  credit  system 
was  cherished  and  preserved  by  means  of  banks, 
used  both  by  the  government  and  the  people. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  states  relinquish- 
ed the  power  to  issue  bills  of  credit.  They  were 
prohibited  by  the  constitution  from  issuing  bills  of 
credit,  or  making  any  thing  but  gold  and  silver  a 
tender  in  payment;  but  the  United  States  were  not 
expressly  prohibited  from  doing  either.  One  of 
these  powers  (issuing  treasury  notes)  they  have 
-twice  exercised,  and  it  is  now  in  active  exercise, 
with  a certainty  of  some  extension.  This  session 
of  congress  is  not  to  go  by  without  an  authority  to 
issue  new  treasury  notes,  or  to  re-issue  the  old  ones, 
or  both;  the  other  (ol  making  their  paper  a lawful 
tender)  they  have  never  employed.  A.S  was  strongly 
remarked  by  Mr.  Dallas,  when  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury, “the  extremity  ot'  that  day  cannot  be  antici- 
pated,” when  this  expedient  will  be  resorted  to. 
But,  while  they  have  abstained  from  making  their 
paper  a tender  between  individuals,  such  has  not, 
in  substance,  been  the  case  in  all  instances  with  the 
public  creditor.  As  he  cannot  sue  the  government, 
he  has  been  obliged  to  take  treasury  notes,  because 
he  could  get  nothing  better. 

In  giving  up  the  pow'er  to  issue  bills  of  credit,  no 
one  can  believe  that  the  states  intended  to  destroy 
the  credit  system,  or  to  leave  it  without  the  control 
or  guardianship  which  might  be  necessary  to  pre- 
vent it  from  dsetroying  itself.  Having  nationalized 
the  concerns  of  commerce,  by  giving  the  whole 
power  over  it  to  congress;  and  having  also  confer- 
red upon  congress  a power  to  raise  a revenue  di- 
rectly from  the  citizens,  including  a power  to  levy 
contributions  upon  commerce,  both  of  which  are 
intimately  and  inseparably  connected  with  cur- 
rency and  circulation,  it  would  have  been  unnatu- 
ral and  unreasonable  to  suppose  that  these  were  to 
be  left  to  take  eare  of  themselves,  without  any  care 
or  concern  on  the  part  of  the  government.  Still  more 
unreasonable  and  unnatural  would  it  be  to  hold  that 
this  government  was  at  all  times  bound,  or  even  at 
liberty,  to  insist  upon  a currency  exclusively  of  gold 
and  silver,  when  such  a currency  was  notoriously 
insufficient  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  people,  and 
when  it  was  notorious,  too,  that  the  people  must 
have,  and  would  have,  a more  abundant  circulation 
than  metal  could  furnish. 

The  duty  of  congress, in  this  respect,  is  still  more 
strikingly  evident  from  the  consideration  that  it  is 
not  within  the  power  of  the  respective  states. 
They  cannot  regulate  or  control  the  currency  be- 
yond their  respective  limits,  nor  make  it  uniform, 
nor  provide  for  the  supply  of  it  in  sufficient  abun- 
dance, without  excess.  Congress  can. 

But  to  pursue  the  remarks  upon  the  construc- 
tion ofthe  constitution.  As  soon  as  the  government 
was  organized,  a connection  was  formed  by  the 
treasury  with  the  people,  by  means  of  banks,  for  the 
mutual  convenience  of  both.  The  first  secretary, 
in  his  letter  of  the  22d  September,  1789,  directed  the 
collectors  to  receive  payment  of  duties  in  notes  of 
the  banks  of  North  America  and  New  York.  In  his 
circular  of  the  14th  October,  1789,  he  directs  them 
to  exchange  whatever  specie  they  had  received,  or 
might  receive,  for  notes  of  the  same  banks.  In  his 
letter  of  the  20th  November,  1789,  he  directs  the 
collectors  in  Massachusetts  to  receive  the  notes  of 
the  Boston  bank  as  well  as  of  the  two  banks  just 
named.  The  reason  given  in  this  letter  for  the  di- 
rection, deserves  to  be  particularly  noted.  It  was  to 
avoid  drawing  specie  out  of  the  stale.  “It  is  not,”  as 
has  been  well  said,  “the  inconvenience,  and  trouble, 
and  hazard  of  making  remittances  in  the  precious  me- 
tals that  constitute  its  principal  difficulty;  it  is  because 
extracting  specie  from  any  city  where  a bank  exists, 
diminishes  the  circulating  capital  of  the  place  to 
many  times  the  amount  extracted.”  This  may  not 
appear  to  be  a fiscal  reason,  as  some  would  now 
understand  the  word.  And  yet  it  is  a good  fiscal 
reason;  for  it  conduces  to  the  advantage  of  the  trea- 
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suary,  by  promoting  the  welfare  of  the  people  The 
tributary  is  better  able  to  pay  his  tribute. 

In  1791,  the  first  Bank  of  the  United  States  was 
established,  and  continued  for  twenty  years.  Its 
paper  was  a currency,  both  for  the  people  and  the 
government.  When  the  charter  of  that  bank  expir- 
ed, state  bank  paper  performed  the  same  office.  In 
1814  the  state  banks  suspended  specie  payments; 
their  paper  continued  to  be  the  currency.  In  1816  the 
late  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  established.  In 
1833’-34,  the  fiscal  agency  of  that  bank  was  deter- 
mined by  the  government,  the  deposites  were  re- 
moved, and  a connection  was  formed  with  state 
banks  as  agents.  In  May,  1837,  (the  charter  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  having  expired  in  March, 
1336,)  the  state  banks  suspended  specie  payments. 
Their  paper  has  since  been  the  only  currency  of  the 
people,  and  in  part,  at  least,  of  the  government;  for 
though  the  government  has  professed  to  receive  no- 
thing but  gold  and  silver,  yet  it  has  certainly  made 
payments  (to  what  extent  cannot  be  known)  in  bank 
credits,  and  bank  paper,  as  well  as  in  treasury  notes, 
and  protested  treasury  drafts. 

Thus,  the  whole  history  of  our  country,  except  the 
very  earliest  period,  is  a history  ol  credit  and  of paper 
currency,  and,  along  with  them,  a progressive  pros- 
perity and  impr  wement,  beyond  former  example. 
If,  in  any  highly  commercial  and  civilized  nation,  it 
be  practicable,  at  this  day,  to  conduct  its  affairs  well 
without  their  aid,  (which,  it  is  believed,  no  reason- 
able man  will  affirm,)  yet  it  must  be  admitted  that  a 
sudden  or  rapid  abandonment  of  them  in  this  nation, 
and  the  attempt  to  substitute  gold  and  silver,  and  no- 
thing but  gold  and  silver,  in  circulation,  to  destroy 
banks  and  bank  paper,  by  commissions  of  bank- 
ruptcy or  otherwise,  would  bring  on  a scene  of  dis- 
tress and  destruction  which  would  fill  the  land  with 
anguish.  This,  surely,  cannot  be  meant. 

But  if  this  be  not  what  is  intended,  then  we  are 
driven  upon  the  other  alternative;  that  is  to  say,  that 
there  is  to  be  one  currency  for  the  government,  of 
gold  and  silver,  and  another,  of  depreciated  paper, 
for  the  people.  There  is  no  middle  course.  Such  a 
scheme,  rigorously  and  exactly  executed,  the  minor- 
ity of  the  committee  believe  to  be  entirely  impracti- 
cable. Relaxations  of  it,  there  would  unavoidably 
be,  as  there  are  at  the  present  time,  when,  as  already 
stated,  payments  to  the  creditors  of  the  public  are  not 
invariably  made  in  gold  and  silver.  But  they  would 
be  arbitrary,  and  according  to  the  will  and  pleasure 
of  the  government  officers,  they  would  be  unequal 
and  unjust,  and  they  would  unavoidably  lead  to  cor- 
ruption. Examination  and  detection  they  would 
defy;  for  who  can  now  pretend  to  ascer  tain  or  know 
whether  the  gold  and  silver  already  received  by  the 
government  has  been  paid  out  in  gold  and  silver, 
and  whether  a profit  has  not  been  made  of  it?  If  a 
creditor  has  been  paid,  no  matter  how,  his  receipt 
is  a credit  to  the  officer  against  an  equal  nominal 
amount  of  gold  and  silver.  Is  it  unjust  or  unreason- 
able to  entertain  a suspicion  that  such  things  may  be 
done.'  There  have  been  delinquent  postmasters; 
there  have  been  robberies  in  post  offices  by  persons 
in  the  employment  of  the  department.  Within  a few 
days  past,  it  has  been  publicly  stated  by  a member 
on  the  floor  of  the  house  of  representatives,  that  a 
certain  custom-house  officer  was  ip  the  habit  of  tak- 
ing receipts  from  laborers  for  more  than  he  paid,  and 
obtaining  from  the  government  the  whole  amount 
expressed  upon  the  face  of  these  false  vouchers. 
Facts  and  charges  like  these  are  an  admonition  not 
to  furnish  temptations  to  roguery. 

But  it  is  believed,  also,  to  be  impracticable;  be- 
cause sooner  or  later,  the  people  will  take  the  mat- 
ter into  their  own  hands,  and  right  themselves. 
They  would  not  submit  to  the  injurious  distinction, 
and  they  ought  not  to  submit  to  it,  having  the  pow- 
er to  apply  a corrective  by  election;  more  especial- 
ly when  they  perceive  that  the  distinction  exists 
only  because  the  government  will  not  exert  its  un- 
questionable constitutional  power,  and  restore  the 
currency  for  the  people  as  well  as  for  the  govern- 
ment. 

Rigorously  executed,  however,  or  relaxed,  how 
has  it  operated?  how  does  it  now  operate?  and  what 
is  to  be  its  future  operation?  The  banks  are  endea- 
voring to  resume  specie  payments,  to  make  their 
notes  equal  to  gold  and  silver.  It  is  for  the  interest 
of  the  country  that  they  should  do  so,  as  promptly 
as  itcan  be  done  with  safety.  It  is  equally  the  in- 
terest of  the  country  that  they  should  not  be  preci- 
pitate; for,  to  resume  after  a suspension,  is  always 
a delicate  operation,  which,  if  hastily  or  unskilfully 
performed,  may  cause  much  pain  and  suffering. 
Above  all,  it  is  important,  when  they  do  resume, 
that  they  should  not  be  in  danger  of  being  again 
obliged  to  supend.  The  co-operation  of  the  go- 
vernment would  enable  them  to  resume.  But  the 
government  does  not  co-operate.  It  does  worse.  Its 
attitude  is  absolutely  hostile  to  the  banks,  and  hos- 
tile to  the  resumption.  It  makes  an  extraordinary 


demand  for  specie,  withdraws  and  withholds  it  from 
the  general  circulation,  imparts  to  it  the  character 
of  merchandise,  and  raises  its  value  above  the  value 
of  bank  notes,  which  is  precisely  equivalent  to  de- 
preciating that  description  of  paper.  In  addition, 
the  government  proposes  that  even  should  bank  pa- 
per, in  the  face  of  these  adverse  circumstances,  re- 
gain an  equality  with  gold  and  silver,  still  it  shall 
not  be  received  into  the  treasury,  except  for  a very 
limited  period,  and  in  decreasing  quantities, 
but  be  permanently  and  forever  discredited.  In 
this  state  of  things,  can  there  be  any  assurance  that 
the  banks,  if  they  should  resume  the  payment  of 
specie,  would  be  able  to  maintain  it?  The  doubt 
(not  to  speak  more  strongly)  of  the  issue  of  such 
an  experiment,  must  operate  most  injuriously 
against  the  operation  of  a sound  currency.  The 
co-operation  of  the  government,  in  case  of  resump- 
tion, would  enable  them  to  maintain  specie  pay- 
ments. But,  with  the  antagonist  powrer  of  an  inde- 
pendent treasury,  able  to  command  a large  amount 
of  specie,  and  to  withdraw  it  from  general  circula- 
tion, to  prevent  it  from  going  into  the  banks,  and 
to  force  it  out,  it  appears  to  the  minority  of  the 
committee  impossible  to  understand  how  the  banks 
could  re-establish,  or,  if  re-established,  could  pre- 
serve the  specie  basis. 

Should  such  be  the  working  of  the  independent 
treasury,  or  hard  money  scheme,  as  it  unavoidably 
must  be,  that  one  of  two  things  will  happen:  an  in- 
definite suspension  by  the  banks,  or  a sudden  and 
violent  contraction  of  the  circulation.  The  first  of 
theie  is  entirely  inadmissible.  An  unlimited  issue 
of  bank  paper,  unrestricted  by  the  obligation  to  keep 
it  equal  to  specie,  and  to  convert  it  upon  demand 
into  coin,  would  flood  the  country  with  depreciated 
and  depreciating  notes,  and  entail  upon  it  all  the 
evils  of  a currency  constantly  tending  downwards, 
and  becoming  more  and  more  debased,  until  it 
should  be  sunk  in  value  as  finally  to  perish  from 
weakness.  This,  the  laws  of  the  state  could  per- 
haps prevent,  and  probably  would  prevent. 

The  other,  (a  sudden  and  violent  contraction,)  as 
has  been  already  remarked,  would  be  attended  with 
the  most  grievous  consequences.  Little  is  hazard- 
ed in  saying  that  it  could  not,  and  would  not.  be 
borne.  But,  between  this  evil  and  the  one  just  men- 
tioned, (of  indefinite  suspension,)  there  is  an  im- 
portant distinction.  State  laws,  administered  by 
state  courts,  may  perhaps  control  the  latter.  Banks 
are  amenable  to  the  laws,  and  may  be  compelled  to 
fulfil  their  contracts.  If'  their  be  a forbearance  to- 
wards them,  as  there  has  been  for  some  months 
past,  it  must  be  owing  to  a general  senseof  the  ne- 
cessity and  justice  of  their  course,  and  an  equally 
general  conviction  that  the  interests  of  the  commu- 
nity require  that  it  should  not  be  disturbed.  The 
law  has  not  lost  its  virtue  or  its  vigor;  but  those  for 
whom  it  was  made  think  fit,  each  for  himself,  to 
waive  its  application,  as  he  has  a right  to  do. 

The  evil  of  a sudden  contraction,  and  an  insuffi- 
cient circulation, caused  by  a measure  of  the  fede- 
ral government,  on  the  contrary,  is  one  which  the 
state  legislation  cannot  remedy  or  relieve.  It  is 
beyond  the  reach  of  the  power  of  the  state  ligisla- 
tures.  Congress  alone  has  power  in  the  matter, 
the  legislative  authority  of  the  union  can  repeal 
the  measure;  but  can  it  heal  the  wounds  which  in 
the  mean  time  have  been  inflicted,  or  repair  the 
damage  which  has  been  suffered?  Assuredly  not. 
The  mischief  done  must  remain.  And,  besides, 
the  acknowledgment  of  mischief  working  error  is 
one  hard  to  make,  and  likely  to  encounter  a stren- 
uous resistance,  protracting  and  increasing  the  pub- 
lic agony.  Should  the  resistance  be  overcome,  the 
sum  of  the  work  is  much  misery  and  loss,  of  pub- 
lic and  private  sacrifice,  for  no  good  purpose. 

Another  expedient  would  probably  be  suggested, 
for  public,  like  private  malady,  begets  restlessness 
and  an  inclination  to  resort  to  strange  remedies: 
that  is  to  say,  the  issue  of  government  paper  to 
supply  the  circulation.  Such  a paper,  as  has  been 
remarked  before,  is  inconvertible.  The  govern- 
ment cannot  be  compelled  to  redeem  it.  For  this 
reason,  it  cannot  be  equal  to  gold  and  silver,  nor  in 
any  respect  the  representative  of  those  metals. 
Whatever  it  may  promise  on  its  face,  it  will  be  de- 
preciated in  the  beginning,  and,  according  to  the 
quantity  issued,  will  be  more  and  more  depreciated. 
Besides,  if  it  be  supplied  in  quantities  equal  to  the 
demand  for  circulation,  it  will  entirely  banish  spe- 
cie, not  retaining  even  the  quantity  which  the 
banks  are  obliged  to  keep  for  their  security,  be- 
cause the  government  would  not  be  liable  to  de- 
mands for  payment,  as  the  banks  are.  There  is  a 
strong  temptation,  too,  to  over  issues,  and  nothing 
to  restrain  them,  as  the  experience  of  all  govern- 
ments has  shown.  It  is  a covert  mode  of  contract- 
ing debt,  which  eludes  public  observation;  and  on 
that  account,  as  well  as  the  facility  with  which  it 
is  matmgefl.is  extremely  seductive.  A resort  ta-it 


ought  never,  in  the  opinion  of  the  minority  of  the 
committee,  to  be  allowed,  but  in  cases  of  strong 
and  overruling  necessity.  The  more  open  method 
of  borrowing,  whereby  it  is  plainly  made  known 
that  a debt  is  contracted,  and  the  amount  ot  such 
debt  is  a:  all  times  ascertainable  by  congress  and 
the  people,  is  lar  preferable  to  an  issue  ol  govern- 
ment paper,  whether  treasury  notes,  or  in  any  ot  he*- 
form,  which  are  a debt  in  disguise.  The  one  in- 
culcates economy;  the  other  leads  to  extravagance; 
as  any  expenditure  can  be  easily  provided  for,  by 
a new  emission  of  notes,  or  a re-issue  of  those 
which  have  been  redeemed.  At  the  special  session 
of  congress,  no  longer  ago  than  October  last,  author- 
ity was  given  to  issue  ten  millions  of  dollais;  a fur- 
ther authority  is  already  asked  for.  One  ol  the  argu- 
ments in  its  favor  was,  that  the  notes  would  aid  the 
circulation — a purpose  which,  by  no  means,  recom- 
mends them;  for  the  circulation  of  government  pa- 
per, based  only  on  government  credit,  and  having 
no  other  limit  but  the  extent  of  that  credit,  has 
everywhere  had  the  same  disastrous  history.  Such 
a lesson  as  it  furnishes,  in  the  opinion  of  the  mi- 
nority of  the  committee,  ought  to  teach  us  to  be- 
ware of  the  beginning  of  a plan  so  seductive  and 
dangerous.  There  is  no  check  upon  it;  there  is 
an  unavoidable  tendency  in  it  to  excess.  Depreci- 
ation accompanies  it  from  the  outset;  a desperate 
recklessness  is  generated  in  its  progress;  rapid  and 
great  fluctuations  are  its  inseparable  incidents; 
and,  finally,  any  new  element  ol  disorder  super- 
vening, (such  as  all  governments  are  exposed  to, I 
the  public  credit  fails,  and  the  paper  becomes 
worthless  in  the  hands  where  it  may  happen  to  be. 
Thus  it  was  with  the  continental  money;  that  was 
government  paper,  based  upon  the  resources  of  the 
country,  and  importing,  upon  its  face,  a binding 
obligation  to  pay.  It  became  a circulation;  yet,  in 
about  three  years,  it  ran  its  whole  career,  and  pe- 
rished. Who  would  be  willing  to  run  even  the 
smallest  risk  of  re-enacting  the  scene  of  continen- 
tal money? 

But  why  should  this  view  be  further  insisted 
upon?  It  is  universally  admitted  to  be  correct. 
Governments,  it  is  true,  have  not  every w here  aban- 
doned the  issue  of  paper.  Nor  have  they  every- 
where abandoned  other  practices  manifestly  de- 
structive to  the  countries  whose  interests  are  in 
their  power.  In  the  east,  an  energetic  individual, 
in  a subordinate  and  dependent  province,  is,  at  this 
time,  making  for  himself  a kingdom  and  a name. 
His  reputation  is  already  widely  spread,  and  he  is 
enjoying  the  homage  paid  to  fortune.  But  how  is 
this  effected?  According  to  Ihe  staternet  of  travel- 
lers, he  recruits  his  armies  by  forcing  all  the  males 
of  the  country  to  bear  arms,  and  his  treasury  by 
exactions  which  have  no  reference  to  the  ability  of 
the  people  to  pay.  Population  is  dwindling;  the 
cultivation  of  Ihe  earth  is  failing  from  the  want  of 
labor,  and  the  insecurity  of  its  fruits;  miserable 
poverty  and  desolation  are  extending  their  gloomy 
dominion;  and  a deeper  barbarism  than  prevailed 
before,  will  be  the  final  accomplishment  of  a bar- 
barian, but  high-sounding,  ambition.  The  go- 
vernment, in  this  instance,  is  separated  from  the 
people.  The  government  .takes  care  of  itself,  and 
the  people  are  to  take  care  of  themselves.  The 
maxim  is  a bad  one.  Its  application  everywhere 
will  be  the  same  in  kind,  though  it  may  not  be  in 
the  same  degree. 

The  means  and  machinery  by  Which  the  purpose 
of  the  executive  is  proposed  to  be  accomplished, 
are,  in  the  mind  of  the  minority  of  the  committee, 
not  less  objectionable.  The  whole  of  the  treasure 
of  the  United  States  is  to  be  placed  in  the  custody 
of  officers  appointed  bv  the  executive,  and  remov- 
able at  his  pleasure.  This  is,  in  the  first  place,  a 
great  scheme  of  patronage  and  of  power,  however 
it  may  be  intended.  If  there  be  any  who  think 
that  these  are  not  already  great  enough,  they  will, 
of  course,  on  that  account,  favor  the  project. 
Those,  on  the  contrary,  who  are  of  opinion  that 
the  patronage  is  already  sufficient,  if  corruptly  em- 
ployed, to  interfere  with  the  freedom  of  the  elec- 
tions, and  to  endanger  the  balance  of  the  constitu- 
tion, will  be  opposed  to  the  establishment  of  a new 
corps  of  officers,  spread  over  the  country  in  num- 
bers which  cannot  be  defined,  with  new  powers, 
and  especially  with  the  money  power,  in  their 
hands.  Still  more  w ill  they  be  opposed  to  it,  whpn 
thev  reflect  upon  the  peculiarly  corrupting  nature 
of  this  pow’er.  It  is  represented  that  they  will  be 
few  in  number.  So  they  will  be  at  first;  hut  what 
limit  can  be  assigned  for  their  increase?  Besides, 
whether  few  or  many,  the  whole  power  will  be 
lodged  with  them;  and  the  fewer  there  are  of  them, 
the  greater  will  be  each  one’s  portion  of  that  power. 

If  the  plan  be  rigorously  and  exactly  executed, 
the  surplus  in  the  treasury,  to  be  entirely  of  gold 
and  silver,  will  be  locked  up  from  circulation. 
The  people  will  have  no  benefit  from  it,.  Tbey 
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will  be  injured  by  it,  to  the  whole  extent  of  the 
cost  of  accumulating  and  keeping  such  an  amount 
of  inactive  capital.  The  expensi  will  be  a dead 
loss,  to  be  borne  by  them. 

But  will  the  treasuie  b'-  safe?  l'his  is  another 
and  a very  great  question.  The  minority  of  the 
committee  are  fully  convinced  that  it  will  not. 
Our  own  experience,  a portion  of  which  has  been 
already  alluded  to,  corroborates  this  conviction. 
Other  instances  might  be  vouched.  A melan- 
cholly  example  occurred  within  a few  years  past  in 
one  of  the  states,  where  a character  oi  established 
integrity  sunk  under  the  strength  of  the  tempta- 
tion of  such  a trust  as  is  here  proposed.  No  one 
can  seriously  believe  that  there  is  security  where 
there  is  an  actual  touch  of  money,  with  only  a dis- 
tant and  contingent  accountability.  Vaults  and 
safes  are  no  protection  against  him  who  has  the 
key.  The  Dutch  are  an  honest  and  a frugal  peo- 
ple, and,  withal,  very  exact  and  careful.  Yet  the 
gold  and  silver  escaped  from  the  vaults  of  the 
bank  of  Amsterdam,  where  they  had  been  placed 
bv  individuals,  to  be  restored  upon  demand. 
Though  called  a bank,  that  institution  had  no 
function  but  to  safely  keep  the  money  intrusted  to 
its  charge,  and  to  return  it  when  called  for;  and 
that  function  it  did  not  fulfil.  That  confidence 
for  a long  time  maintained  the  credit  of  its  receipts. 
That  confidence  was  found  to  have  been  misplaced, 
arid  the  resort  has  since  been  to  a batik  of  discount 
and  deposite.  No  method  of  security  or  accounta- 
bility, in  short,  has  hitherto  been  devised,  which 
has  been  found  effectual  and  adequate  in  such  a 
case;  and,  as  the  nature  of  man  is  not  materially 
changed,  no  such  method  can  be  relied  upon.  Is 
any  new  accountability  proposed,  of  better  pro- 
mise? An  occasional  examination  is  to  be  made  by 
certain  other  executive  officers.  As  against  the 
executive,  in  the  aggregate,  this  is  obviously  no 
security  at  all.  It  is  the  executive  examining  it- 
self. There  is  no  undue  jealousy  indulged  in  be- 
lieving that  it  would  be  iilusory.  Nor  can  much 
faith  be  had  in  a plan  whereby  one  officer  becomes 
the  examiner  of  the  conduct  of  another  officer.  If 
there  be  not  a mutual  sympathy,  inclining  to  in- 
dulgence, nor  a natural  confidence,  quite  inconsis- 
tent with  a strict  scrutiny,  yet  an  artful  man  will 
always  be  able,  knowing  when  and  by  whom  the 
examination  is  to  be  made,  so  to  prepare  for  it,  as 
to  elude  its  force  or  soften  its  rigor.  In  these  re- 
marks there  is  no  harsh  imputation  of  extraordi- 
nary turpitude.  Self-deception  is  quite  as  com- 
mon, if  not  much  more  so,  than  the  practice  of  de- 
ceit upon  others.  Men  begin  with  deceiving 
themselves,  and  then  are  driven  to  falsehood  and 
concealment;  persuaded  all  the  time  that  they 
mean  no  harm,  and  that  things  will  come  right  in 
the  end.  In  almost  all  cases  of  delinquencies  in 
trusts,  it  will  be  found  that  the  earliest  steps  are 
taken  under  this  sort  of  delusion.  If  they  are 
taken  with  impunity,  they  lead  to  others,  ending 
at  last  in  the  consummation  of  wrong  not  intended; 
and,  only  when  it  is  too  late,  exhibiting  the  de- 
pravity of  the  first  deviation.  The  scheme  now 
proposed,  is  full  of  this  kind  of  temptation;  and 
where  is  to  be  found  an  assurance  that  it  will  not 
work  the  ordinary  results?  The  losses,  it  is  be- 
lieved, must  be  great;  the  injury  lo  morals  not  less, 
and,  as  a consequence,  a rapid  degenpracy  from 
tile  high  standard  hitherto  maintained  in  the  money 
concerns  of  the  government. 

These  are  some  of  the  objections  to  the  plan  of  an 
independent  treasury;  and,  without  going  into  oth- 
ers, which  would  extend  this  paper  to  ari  inconve- 
nient length,  the  minority  of  the  committee  deem 
them  amply  sufficient,  if  duly  considered,  to  con- 
demn it. 

W hat,  then,  they  would  ask,  are  the  urgent  mo- 
tives for  its  adoption?  What  are  the  evils  to  be 
avoided?  What  are  the  benefits  that  are  promised? 
Whv  must  fhe  country  be  precipitated  upon  a 
measure  to  which  it  has  not  assented,  but  has  man- 
ifested a strong  aversion?  Why  are  the  people  to 
be  outmarched  by  the  government,  and  a strong 
position  gained  against  them,  from  which  they  may 
lor  a long  time  be  disobeyed  and  defied? 

Tile  most  extraordinary  of  ad  the  seeming  argu- 
ments used  iri  its  favor,  is.  that  it  is  already  in  ope- 
ration. Accident  does  sometimes  mock  (he  wit 
ol  man  hy  producing  oi  disclosing  contrivances 
which  human  ingenuity  would  have  been  slow  io 
invent,  or  perhaps  would  never  have  invented.  It 
is  the  part  of  wisdom  to  appropriate  and  employ 
them,  when  they  thus  present  themselves.  But  fhe 
proof  of  their  title  to  he  espoused  is,  not  that  thev 
are  the  offspring  of  accident,  but  they  are  adapted 
to  a good  useful  purpose.  It  is  precisely  here  that 
the  argument  fa  its.  It  is  true  that  experiments, 
intended  for  a different  effect,  have  terminated  in 
throwing  the  currency  and  circulation  into  disorder, 
and  that,  in  the  confusion,  the  treasury  has  found 


itself  where  it  now  is.  Is  that  condition  one  which 
recommends  itseli,  by  its  adaptation  to  the  w ants  ot 
the  people,  or  In  any  capacity  to  give  relic!  ? II  it 
be,  ht  il  be  adopted.  If  not,  let  it  be  rejected. — 
This  is  a plain,  and,  fortunately,  an  easy  test.  As 
this  state  ol  the  fiscal  concerns  ol  the  government 
has  existed  since  May  last,  there  has  been  time 
enough  for  it  to  m an i test  its  healing  virtue,  and 
there  has-been  disease  enough  to  employ  all  its 
power  lo  relieve.  What  relief,  then,  lias  it  admin- 
istered? Will  any  considerate  man  venture  to  say 
that  the  separation  ol  the  government  from  the 
people  in  the  time  of  their  distress,  and  the  resort 

10  a hard-money  system  by  the  treasury,  has  done 
good?  Will  he  call  that  a 'happy  accident  which  has 
led  to  these  effects  ? L'o  l lie  minority  ol  the  com- 
mittee il  appears  that  opposit  conclusion  would  be 
much  nearer  the  truth.  The  position  taken  hy  the 
treasury  (whether  excusable  or  not  upon  the  ground 
of  a necessary  obedience  to  law,  which  they  are 
not  disposed  to  discuss)  was  such  as  to  aggravate 
the  disorder,  and  so  continues.  Mail  Ihe  treasury 
come  nearer  to  the  people,  and  co-operated  w illi 
them,  instead  of  raising  the  value  of  coin,  as  has 
been  done,  there  would  have  been  a better  prospect 
of  the  resumption  of  specie  payments  and  ol  the 
restoration  of  credit.  While  it  stands  out,  and 
more  particularly  while  it  is  a buyer  of  specie,  and 
in  open  hostility  with  the  banks,  no  one  can  see 
how  a resumption  is  to  take  place,  unless  it  be  by 
a contraction  of  issues  and  withdrawal  of  bank  pa- 
per, ruinous  lo  business  and  to  all  who  are  engaged 
in  it;  nor  how  a resumption  is  to  be  maintained,  if 

11  should  take  place.  What  advantage  can  possibly 
accrue  from  legalizing  and  perpetuating  such  a sys- 
tem? Had  the  executive  government  confined  its 
request  to  a sanction  by  congress  of  the  past,  such 
a request  might  have  deserved  consideration.  But 
it  is  too  much  to  ask  the  adoption,  as  a system,  of 
what  has  been  any  thing  but  beneficent  in  its  ope- 
ration. 

In  speaking  of  a resumption  of  specie  payments 
by  the  banks  as  a thing  to  be  earnestly  desired,  the 
minority  of  the  committee  w ish  to  be  understood  to 
mean  a real  and  bona  fide  resumption,  and  not  one 
that  is  merely  colorable.  If  a bank  issue  no  paper, 
or  pay  the  checks  upon  it  in  notes  of  other  banks 
which  do  not  pay  specie,  such  a bank  is  not  a spe- 
cie-paying bank  to  any  good  intent,  nor  does  it  con- 
tribute towards  the  restoration  of  the  currency.  To 
illustrate  this  matter,  let  us  take  the  instance  of  the 
Bank  of  Washington,  commonly  understood  to  be 
a specie-paying  bank,  and  recognised  as  such  b}' 
the  government.  When  a member  of  congress  gets 
a check  upon  that  bank  for  his  pay,  does  he  receive 
gold  and  silver?  No.  Does  he  receive  treasury 
notes?  No.  Does  he  even  receive  notes  of  the 
Washington  Bank?  No,  he  does  not.  The  Wash- 
ington Bank  pays  him,  in  whole  or  in  part,  with  the 
notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  or  the  Patriot- 
ic Bank,  confessedly  non-specie  paying  banks. — 
How  is  he  better  off,  then,  than  if  he  had  received 
a check,  in  the  first  instance,  upon  one  of  those 
banks?  or  what  beneficial  distinction  is  there  in 
reality  between  these  banks?  It  may  be  that  the 
Bank  of  Washington  charges  the  treasury  with  the 
whole  nominal  amount  paid,  as  so  much  specie;  in 
which  case,  that  bank  makes  a gain  of  Ihe  differ- 
ence between  the  value  of  the  specie  and  oflhe  de- 
preciated paper;  but  the  creditor  loses  it.  He  pays 
just  as  much  as  it  would  cost  him  to  deal  with  a 
broker.  As  far  as  lie  is  concerned,  the  only  differ- 
ence is  this:  a specie-paying  bank  is  one  which 
does  riot  pay  specie;  a non-specie-paying  bank  is 
one  which  cIops  not  profess  to  pay  specie:  that  is 
the  w hole  distinction.  The  extension  of  such  a 
scheme  throughout  all  the  operations  of  the  govern- 
ment, would,  upon  a much  broader  scale,  come  to 
the  same  result.  The  debtor  would  be  required  to 
pay  specie;  the  creditor  would  be  obliged  to  take 
what  he  could  get.  The  profit  would  fall  to  the  lot 
j of  some  intermediate  person — a bank,  or  an  indi- 
vidual; and  vvliat  would  be  gained  by  the  unjust 
sacrifice?  Would  it  tend  to  restore  the  currency: 
Not  at  all.  hut  the  very  reverse.  What  the  coun- 
try stands  in  need  of.  and  the  treasury  ton,  is  a gen- 
eral restoration;  one  weight  and  one  measure  for 
all;  so  that  every  man  may  have  his  due  without 
being  obliged  to  pay  for  it.  The  plan  of  an  inde- 
pendent treasury  is  opposed  to  this;  il  will  not  per- 
mit a resumption  to  take  place,  nor  to  be  maintained 
if  it  should. 

If  it  should  be  said,  that  what  is  staled  of  the 
Washington  Bank  occurs  but  partially,  or  in  some 
instances,  and  is  owing  to  particular  circumstances, 
the  answer  (il  true)  would  onlv  raise  a new  objec- 
tion. This  very  partiality,  this  inequality  in  deal- 
ling  with  creditors,  is  per  sc  an  evil,  and  ir  an  ag- 
gravation of  all  other  evils.  Besides,  inhere  be  a 
profit  to  be  made  Troin  such  e ic-liw,  (as  there 
will  be)  does  not  every  one  perceive  that  this  profit 


w ill  be  an  inducement  to  multiply  them?  Spread 
the  scheme  over  the  whole  United  States,  and  at 
every  station  plant  along  with  ii  this  motive  lor  ir- 
regularily,  partiality,  and  abuse;  and  it  is  impossi- 
ble to  avoid  believing  that  the  growth  will  every- 
where he  the  same.  The  administrators  of  the 
revenue  w ill  have  an  interest  in  keeping  up  the  dis- 
order in  the  currency,  as  a source  of  profit;  and 
they  will  have  the  power  oi  promoting  their  inter- 
est. Their  harvest  would  be  from  disorder.  Tie- 
store  the  currency — that  is,  the  general  currency  — 
and  (here  is  no  such  motive. 

The  minority  of  the  committee  feel  that  they 
have  already  transcended  the  limits  of  discussion. 
The  subject  is  one  of  great  scope  and  of  vast  im- 
portance, and  admits  ol  much  more  lo  be  said;  but, 
having  already  occupied  so  much  lime,  they  will 
hasten  (o  a conclusion,  only  noticing  two  or  three 
of  the  most  prominent  arguments  advanced  in  be- 
half ol  the  “independent  treasury.” 

The  fust  and  the  greatest  argument,  repeater)  in 
every  variety  of  form  by  the  president,  by  the  se- 
cretary ot  the  treasury,  and  hy  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means, is,  that  there  has  been  an  undue 
multiplication  ol  state  banks,  an  undue  increase  of 
bank  capital  and  bank  issues,  a redundant  circula- 
tion, and,  as  a consi  quence,  unlimited  speculation, 
terminating  in  commercial  rev  ulsions,  and  exposing 
us  to  violent  fluctuations. 

In  this  general  statement  there  are  two  parts,  en- 
titled to  separate  consideration.  The  first  of  them, 
namely,  the  undue  increase  ol  banks,  ol  bank  cap- 
ital and  batik  issues,  is  one  the  minority  of  the  com- 
mittee are  riot  inclined,  as  a mailer  ol  fact,  to  dis- 
cuss. Let  it  be  conceded,  for  the  sake  oflhe  aro-u- 
mont.  that  the  statement  is  correct;  then  comes  the 
inquiry,  (which  is  most  material.)  Is  this  art  inhe- 
rent vice  of  the  banking  system,  which  cannot,,  by 
any  constitutional  means,  be  checked  or  restrained; 
or  has  il  been  occasioned  by  withholding  or  with- 
drawing a practicable  regulation,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  administering  undue  stimulants? 

If  the  answer  be  that  it  is  an  inherent  and  inse- 
parable vice  of  the  banking  system,  which  can 
neither  be  controlled  nor  regulated,  it  seen  s to 
countenance  the  conclusion,  that  the  cure  is  in  the 
destruction  of  the  banks.  But,  however  positively 
this  conclusion  may  by  some  have  been  adopted  a9 
a ground  of  recommendation  and  action,  the  public 
mind  has  always  resisted  it,  and  never  more  de- 
cidedly and  unanimously  than  at  this  moment.  It 
was  perceived  at  once,  that  the  final  question,  in- 
volving so  much  misery,  was  happily  not  yet 
reached.  There  was  a prior  one  to  be  considered: 
namely,  whether,  even  with  this  inherent  evil  ten- 
dency, (if  such  there  be,)  the  banking  system  is 
not  belter  than  any  thing  yet  proposed  in  its  place? 
Banks  and  banking  have  been  much  discussed  and 
considered,  and  so  has  been  the  scheme  of  a hard 
money  currency  and  an  independent  treasury.  The 
people  have  not  inclined  to  give  up  the  former,  nor 
to  espouse  the  latter. 

But  it  is  very  material  further  to  consider,  whe.- 
ther  the  excesses  of  state  banks  have  not  been  oc  • 
casioned  by  acts  of  the  government  destroying  or 
refusing  an  adequate  regulation,  and,  simullarieous- 
ly,  applying  stimulants.  As  long  as  there  remains 
a doubt  upon  this  question,  the  time  has  not  arrived 
for  considering  the  dreadful  alternative  of  destroy- 
ing the  state  banks.  There  is  much  more  than 
doubt.  Within  Ihe  last  four  or  five  years,  a very 
great  change  has  been  wrought  by  the  executive, 
of  a nature  lo  remove  all  check  and  control  and  at 
the  same  time  to  stimulate;  a plethora  (be  it  ad- 
mitted) has  ensued.  The  bones,  and  (he  muscle 
arid  the  nerves,  and  (he  sinews,  are  there,  but  (he 
vessels  are  overloaded;  and  the  circulation,  first 
quickened  into  unwholesome  activity,  is  obstructed, 
or  bursts  from  its  proper  channels.  The  cause  is' 
sufficient  for  the  effect,  and  the  effect  is  such  as  fhe 
cause  would  produce:  sound  philosophy  would 
teach  ns  that  they  are  connected. 

But.  further;  it  is  now  nearly  fifty  years  since  (lie 
government  went  into  operation  under  the  present 
constitution.  During  forty  years  there  was  a na- 
tional bank;  between  the  first  and  tile  last  bank, 
there  was  an  interval  of  about  fiv  e years;  and  since 
the  last  of  them  ceased  to  be  employed  by  the  go- 
vernment, there  have  passed  less  than  five  years. 
During  the  w hole  term  of  forty  years,  there  u"ns  no 
suspension  of  specie  payments;  in  each  of  the  pe- 
riods of  fiv'e  years  there  was:  and  in  each  of  these 
periods  the  suspension  followed  in  about  three 
years.  Here  is  a striking  fact,  throwing  Ihe  light 
of  experience  upon  our  money  affair's.  to~  establish 
that  there  is  a practicable  and’  attainable  regulation 
which  never  has  failed,  and  which  never  has  b n 
dispensed  with,  even  fora  short  period,  witnout  a 
failure  ensuing. 

The  report  of  the  majoii’v  assumes,  with  confi- 
dence, that  if  the  Bank  of  lhe  United  Slates  ba.l 
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been  continued  as  the  agent  of  the  government,  and 
exposed  to  the  same  trial  as  the  deposite  banks  were, 
the  shock  to  commerce  would  have  been  more  vio- 
lent, and  the  suspension  of  specie  payments  would 
have  occurred  at  an  earlier  period.  There  would 
be  great  difficulty  in  discussing  a question  as  to  what 
would  or  would  not  have  happened  in  a given  state 
of  things,  which  has  not  existed.  It  is,  at  best,  but 
conjecture;  and  the  minority  of  the  committee  can 
only  answer  it  by  the  fact,  that  a suspension  never 
did  take  place  during  the  existence  of  such  an  agent. 
But  the  hypothesis  of  the  majority,  to  which  the  mi- 
nority by  no  means  agree,  does  not  present  the  true 
question.  We  are  not  now  to  inquire  whether  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  if  brought  into  the  cir- 
cumstances which  obliged  the  state  banks  to  sus- 
pend in  May,  1837,  co.dd  have  avoided  the  catas- 
trophe. The  correct  inquiry,  and  the  material  one 
to  be  answered,  is,  whether  that  state  of  circum- 
stances could  have  occurred  if  the  agency  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  had  been  continued  with- 
out interruption.  No  one  can  believe  that  the  his- 
tory of  the  event  is  concentrated  in  the  day  or  the 
month  when  it  occurred,  so  that  we  need  look  no 
further.  There  was  a long  train  of  preparatory  oc- 
currences, a mixing  of  the  ingredients,  a combina- 
tion of  the  elements,  before  the  final  explosion;  and 
at  last  the  spark  fell,  as  if  by  accident,  but  really, 
though  undesignedly,  generated  in  the  process.— 
Now,  it  must  be  very  evident,  in  the  first  place,  that 
if  the  agency  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  had 
been  continued,  the  laboratory  itself,  in  which  the 
preparation  was  made,  would  never  have  had  a be- 
ing; neither  would  the  materials.  In  that  case,  the 
deposites  would  have  remained  where  they  were, 
and  would  not  have  gone  into  the  deposite  banks. — 
There  would  have  been  no  inducement  unreasona- 
bly to  multiply  state  banks,  or  to  increase  their  loans 
and  issues;  and  if  a tendency  to  such  things  had  ap- 
peared, it  would  have  been  effectually  but  kindly 
checked  by  a strong  and  friendly  hand.  There 
would  have  been  no  occasion  for  the  treasury  to  di- 
rect the  banks  to  give  facilities,  or  to  strengthen 
themselves,  or  otherwise  to  interfere  with  them. — 
There  would  have  been  no  such  accumulation  of 
public  treasure  in  the  state  banks  as  was  afterwards 
found  there.  There  would  have  been  no  such  trans- 
fer, as  it  may  be  admitted,  by  the  way  of  managing 
it  by  the  treasury,  produced  very  great  disturbance. 
There  would  have  been  no  undue  efforts  to  briny 
coin  into  the  country,  and  make  it  the  basis  of  a still 
further  increase  of  circulation.  If,  from  expansion 
by  the  banks,  there  grew  up  (as  has  been  alleged) 
over-trading, over-action,  over-importation, .and  over- 
production of  cotton,  as  its  natural  fruits— in  a word, 
a scene  of  wild  speculation — it  must  be  clear  that,  if 
this  expansion  had  not  taken  place,  these  conse- 
quences would  not  have  ensued.  But,  further;  if 
the  root  of  this  expansion  itself  had  not  been  plant- 
ed, and  nourished,  too,  by  the  government,  there 
would  have  been  none  of  its- mischievous  growth. 
It  may  be  said,  in  addition,  that  there  would  have 
been  no  such  speculation  in  public  lands  as  to  call 
forth  a specie  circular  to  check  it.  There  would 
then  have  been  none  of  those  preparalorv  steps 
which  finally  led  to  the  suspension;  and  is  it  not  rea- 
sonable to  believe  that  there  would  have  been  no 
suspension?  A strong  institution,  well  administer- 
ed, with  its  finger  upon  the  pulse  of  currency  and 
exchanges,  foreign  and  domestic,  would  have  dis- 
cerned the  approach  of  danger,  and  guarded  against 
it.  The  great  crisis  in  England,  in  1825,  was  thus 
averted  lrom  the  United  States.  The  exertions,  at 
that  time,  ot  the  president  of  the  bank,  have  been 
several  times  referred  to,  as  evidence  of  the  immi- 
nent peril  the  institution  was  in,  with  an  intimation 
that  a little  more  pressure,  and  the  hank  must  have 
yielded.  This  is  not  doing  justice  either  to  the  bank 
or  its  president.  They  did”  turn  off  the  fury  of  the 
storm  from  the  United  States,  and,  therefore,  their 
measures  were  suiiicierit  for  the  purpose.  That  they 
had  not  others,  and  stronger  ones,  in  reserve,  if  the 
occasion  had  called  lor  them,  is  an  inference  that  is 
quite  gratuitous,  and  seems  >o  be  unjust.  The  presi- 
dent had  scarcely  been  long  enough  in  command  of 
the  fine  vessel  intrusted  to  his  care,  even  to  under- 
stand her  trim,  and  still  less  to  know  all  the  shoals, 
and  currents,  and  storms  of  the  difficult  navigation 
through  which  he  was  to  conduct  her.  And  yet, 
with  a gallantry  and  mastery  worthy  of  all  admira- 
tion, he  not  only  carried  her  safely  through,  hut, 
with  her,  the  whole  fleet  of  state  institutions.  Not 
a spar  was  sprung,  nor  a rope-yarn  strained.  The 
crisis  of  1836-’7,  it  the  minority  of  the  committee 
be  right,  could  not  have  occurred,  if  the  measures 
already  referred  to  had  not  been  adopted;  and  it  is 
therefore  impossible  to  answer  whether  the.  late  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  in  its  former  strength,  could 
have  lived  through  it.  There  is  a remark,  however, 
i”  the  report  of  the  majority,  which  throws  some 
light  upon  the  question.  The  hope  of  a resumption 


of  specie  payments,  if  not  destroyed,  is,  in  their  es- 
timation, weakened  by  the  unavoidable  want  of  har- 
mony among  the  state  banks.  This  is  no  new  re- 
mark. Great  efforts  were  made  by  the  treasury,  in 
the  former  suspension,  to  bring  the  banks  to  a com- 
mon concerted  action;  but  they  were  made  in  vain. 
The  necessary  unity  could  only  be  effected  by  the 
establishment  ot  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  concurrent  operation  of  the  government  and  the 
bank.  Is  not  the  same  want  of  harmony  percepti- 
ble in  other  exigencies  requiring  the  union  of  coun- 
sel and  of  action? 

The  remaining  part  of  the  proposition  we  have 
been  considering  deserves  also  some  attention.  It 
supposes  that  the  banking  system  unavoidably  leads 
to  speculation,  to  fluctuations,  and  to  violent  revul- 
sions. This  sounds  very  plausibly,  but,  when  close- 
ly examined,  will  be  found  to  have  little  weight.— 
To  begin  with  the  first  of  these  magic  words — ma- 
gic, in  the  hold  they  take  upon  the  feelings— is  it 
in  the  power  of  the  government,  let  it  be  asked,  to 
prevent  speculation,  except  by  the  exercise  of  an 
authority  incompatible  with  individual  freedom? 
Every  man  must  be  the  judge  in  his  own  concerns, 
and  will  be  so,  in  spite  of  all  governmental  exertions 
to  restrain  him,  .as  the  fate  of  the  specie  circular 
proves.  After  he  is  twenty-one  years  of  age,  it  is 
his  privilege  to  ruin  himself,  if  he  will,  and  to  in- 
jure others,  if  they  think  fit  to  trust  him.  He  may 
be  advised  and  counselled,  but  he  cannot  be  con- 
trolled. He  has  a right  to  speculate,  if  he  so  incline. 
To  enterprise  Ihere  is  no  restraint,  but  rather  en- 
couragement; and  unfortunate  enterprise  is  usually 
called  speculation.  There  is  a further  very  serious 
difficulty  ia  the  matter.  The  spring  of  enterprise 
and  speculation  is  not  within  the  knowledge,  and  not 
within  the  power,  of  governments.  If  it  were, 
would  they  venture  to  lay  their  hands  upon  it?  Many 
a poor  inventor  spends  his  last  dollar  at  the  patent 
office,  to  buy  a patent  which  will  not  save  him  from 
starving;  yet  who  ever  thought  of  discouraging  in- 
ventive ingenuity?  Every  lawful  employment  of 
the  human  faculties  is  of  the  same  nature,  and,  pur- 
sued with  the  same  view,  tending  to  excess,  from 
the  influence  of  feelings,  which  are,  nevertheless, 
the  necessary  spur  to  exertion.  Take  them  away, 
and  industry  is  at  an  end. 

Again,  as  far  as  rash  speculation  is  supposed  to  be 
owing  to  a redundant  circulation,  has  government 
the  power,  or  ought  it  to  have  the  power,  to  check 
it?  In  other  words,  if  the  problem  be,  what  amount 
of  circulation  is  necessary  to  carry  on  the  business 
of  society,  and  to  give  suitable  encouragement  to 
enterprise  and  industry,  without  begetting  rash 
speculation,  is  government  able  to  solve  it,  or  ought 
government  to  be  intrusted  with  its  solution?  It  is 
just  as  easy  to  decide  upon  the  distribution — how 
much  is  required  for  a state,  a county,  a town,  or  an 
individual. 

But  much  is  said  about  revulsions  and  fluctualions, 
as  being  aggravated,  if  not  entirely  caused,  by  the 
banking  system,  or  credit  system.  This  is  a hasty 
and  erroneous  conclusion.  A currency  of  gold  and 
silver  will  no  more  protect  against  over-trading, 
speculation,  failures,  fluctuations,  and  revulsions, 
than  a circulation  of  paper  or  credit.  Let  the  south 
sea  scheme  and  the  Mississippi  scheme  be  recollect- 
ed— the  one  in  a nation  where  there  was  no  bank, 
and  the  other  in  a nation  where  a bank  had  been  hut 
recently  established- — and  the  allegation  just  made 
must  be  at  once  assented  to.  So  with  respect  to  in- 
dividual failures;  there  were  instances  which,  in 
amount  and  extent,  quite  equal,  if  they  do  not  sur- 
pass, any  in  more  modern  times.  In  Canton,  too, 
where  the  currency  is  silver,  and  there  is  no  bank, 
the  failure  of  a Hong  merchant  has  been  no  unusual 
thing. 

As  to  fluctuations  in  price,  they  were  far  greater 
in  former  times,  when  there  was  nothing  deserving 
the  name  of  commerce,  no  credit,  and  a currency 
entirely  of  gold  and  silver,  than  they  now  are.  And 
they  were  infinitely  more  distressing;  for  they  fell 
directly,  and  with  all  their  weight,  upon  the  neces- 
saries of  life.  From  a table  compiled  by  Mr.  Jacob, 
in  his  “inquiry  into  the  production  and  consumption 
of  the  precious  metals,”  il  appears  that  the  varia- 
tions in  England  were  such  as  to  produce  intense 
suffering.  In  the  12th  century,  the  price  of  wheat 
varied  lrom  2s.  a quarter  (money  of  that  time)  to 
18s.  2d.  In  the  13th  century',  it  varied  from  Is.  6 d. 
in  1213,  to  1Z.  4s.  in  1257.  In  1258  it  rose  to  21;  “a 
great  famine,”  Jacob  says,  “when  many  people  were 
starved,”  It  1270  it  rose  to  4Z.  16s.;  “a  famine,”  it 
is  added,  “when  provisions  were  so  scarce  that  pa- 
rents did  eat  their  own  children,”  and  sometimes  was 
sold  at  6Z.  8s.  In  1288  it  was  down  to  Is.  6cZ.;  and 
in  1280  to  Is.  4cZ.,  to  Is.,  and  to  8 d.  In  1317  it  was 
at  21  4s.  before  harvest,  and  after  harvest  at  14s.  In 
1557,  before  harv  est,  the  price  was  21.  13s,  id.,  and 
after  harvest  5s.  Mr.  Jacob  very  well  remarks,  that 
“the  instances  of  the  variation  in  prices  whicli  are 


recorded  in  former  times,  will  excite  surprise  in 
those  readers  who  have  not  paid  attention  to  the 
subject,  and  ought  to  make  us  all  grateful  to  that 
providence  which  has  brought  us  into  life  in  a period 
much  less  exposed  to  suffering  than  that  in  which 
our  forefathers  lived.” 

As  commerce  and  credit  have  grown,  the  comforts 
of  mankind  have  been,  in  the  same  proportion,  in- 
creased. Crime  and  disorder  have  diminished,  and 
the  condition  of  all  classes  of  society  has  been  im- 
proved, but  especially  of  tbe  laboring  classes.  And 
hence,  also,  the  average  duration  of  life  is  greater 
than  it  was,  by  some  years.  A summary'  compari- 
son, collected  from  various  authors,  may  be  found  in 
McCulloch’s  statistics  of  the  British  empire. 

To  suppose,  then,  that  credit  is  an  evil,  and 
to  suppose  that  a currency  entirely  of  gold  and  silver 
will  be  security  against  fluctuations,  is  a great  mis- 
take. To  propose  to  legislate  and  to  act  upon  such 
a supposition,  is  to  advise  a retrograde  movement  to- 
wards barbarism  and  its  hideous  calamities.  It  can- 
not be  necessary'  to  argue  against  it.  We  ought 
rather  to  feel  grateful,  as  Mr.  Jacob  suggests,  that 
w'e  have  come  into  life  in  so  good  a period,  and 
endeavor  to  preserve  the  blessings  of  civilization, 
commerce,  and  credit. 

The  minority  think  there  are  some  inaccuracies 
in  details  in  the  majority  report,  especially  as  to  the 
comparison  of  domestic  exchanges  in  1825  and  1837, 
and  the  alleged  losses  of  the  government  by  the 
agency  of  the  banks,  which  they  intended  particu- 
larly to  notice.  But  they  have  already  been  carried 
to  a length  beyond  what  they  intended,  and  feel  it 
necessary  to  come  to  a close.  As  to  the  first  of 
these  points,  they  will  content  themselves  with  an- 
nexing a table  made  up  from  the  best  authorities 
they  could  find.  As  to  the  olher,  (the  $1,254,424 
lost  by  state  banks,)  it  may  suffice  to  remark,  that 
the  loss  (whatever  it  was)  was  incurred  before  the 
late  Bank  of  the  United  States  came  into  existence. 

In  conclusion,  the  minority  of  the  committee  have 
only  to  add  that  they  are  opposed  to  the  whole 
scheme  of  a sub-freasury,  or  independent  treasury, 
whichever  name  it  may  be  called  by,  as  fraught,  in 
(heir  best  judgment,  with  incalculable  mischief  to 
the  free  institutions  of  our  country,  and  the  pros- 
perity of  the  people. 

John  Sergeant. 

John  Pope. 

I do  not  concur  in  all  the  views  expressed  in  the 
above  report;  but  I concur,  generally,  in  opinion 
with  the  other  members  of  the  minority  of  the  com- 
mittee; and  I concur  entirely  with  them,  that  the 
proposed  measure  of  an  independent  treasury  is 
fraught  wilh  incalculable  mischief  to  the  free  insti- 
tutions of  our  country,  and  the  prosperity  of  the 
people.  Abraham  Bencher. 

Rates  of  exchange  between  New  York  and  the  following 
named  -places. 


January, 

February, 

March, 

April, 

May, 

June, 

July, 

August, 

September, 

October, 

November, 

December, 

January, 

February, 

March, 

April, 

May, 

June, 

July, 

August, 

September, 


boston. 

< 1825 

) 1837  ' - 

\ 1825 
( 1837 
1825 
1837 
1 1825 
\ 1837 
1 1825 
( 1837 
1 1825 
( 1837 
l 1825 
z 1837 
1825 
1837 

11825 
1837 
1825 
1837 
1825 
1837 
S 1825 
( 1837 

PHILADELPHIA. 

1 1825 
$ 1837 
s 1825 
( 1837 
i 1825 
\ 1837 
( 1825 
} 1837 
1825 
1837 
1825 
1837 

11825 
1837 
1825 
1837 
1 1825 
$ 1837 


par, 

par  to  1-4  discount, 
par.- 

par  to  1-4  “ 

par  to  1-2  “ 

par  to  1-4  “ 

par  to  1-2 
par  to  1-4  “ 

par  to  1-2  “ 

4»r. 

par  to  3 4 “ 

par. 

par  to  1 “ 

par. 

par  to  1 “ 

par. 

3-4  to  1 1-4  “ 
par. 

1 to  1 3-4  “ 

par, 

1 1.4  to  1 3-4  “ 
par  to  1-2  “ 

1 3-4  to  2 1-4  “ 


par  to  1-4  discount, 
par  to  1-4  “ 

par  to  1-4  “ 

par  to  1-4  “ 

par  to  1-4  “ 

par  to  1-4  “ 

par  to  1-4  “ 

par  to  1-4  “ 

par  to  1-4  “ 

par  to  1-4  “ 

par  to  1-4  “ 

par  to  1-4  “ 

1-2  to  1 

par  to  1-4  “ 

1-2  to  1 “ 

par  to  1-4  “ 

3-4  to  1 1-4  “ 


October, 

November, 

December, 

January, 

February, 

March, 

April, 

May, 

June, 

July, 

August, 

September, 

October, 

November, 

December, 

January, 

February, 

March, 

April, 

May, 

June, 

July, 

August, 

September, 

October, 

November, 

December, 

January, 

February, 

Alarch, 

April, 

May, 

June, 

July, 

August, 

September, 

October, 

November, 

December, 

January, 

February, 

March, 

April, 

May, 

June, 

July, 

August, 

September, 

October, 

November, 

December, 
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1 1825 
1837 
i 1825 
1837 
1825 
1837 


par  to  1-4  discount. 
1 to  1 1-2 
par  to  1-4  “ 

11-4  to  13-4  “ 

1-4  to  1-2  “ 

1 1-2  to  2 1-2  “ 


i 1825 
1837 
, 1825 
1837 
1825 
1837 
1825 
' 1837 
; 1825 
1837 
, 1825 
1837 
1 1825 
1837 
I 1825 
1837 
I 1825 
' 1837 
, 1825 
1837 
1825 


BALTIMORE. 


par  to  1-2  discount. 
1-4  to  1-2 
par  to  1-2 
1-4  to  1-2 
par  to  1-2 
1-4  to  1-2 
par  to  1-2 
1-4  to  1-2 
par  to  1-2 
1-4  to  1-2 
1-2  to  1 
1-4  to  1-2 
1-2  to  1 
1-4  to  1-2 
3-4  to  1 1-2 
1-4  to  1-2 
3-4  to  2 
1-4  to  1-2 
1 to  2 
1-4  to  1-2 


1 1837 

. 

1 1-4  to  2 “ 

t 1825 

- 

1-2  to  3-4 

$ 1837 

CHARLESTON. 

1 3-4  to  2 “ 

< 1825 

l 1837 

- 

2 1-2  to  3 disco 

l 1825 

- 

3-4  to  1 1-2  “ 

t 1837 

- 

2 1-2  to  3 

t 1825 

- 

3-4  to  1 1-4  “ 

t 1837 

- 

2 1-2  to  3 

l 1825 

- 

1 to  1 1-2 

) 1837 

- 

4 to  5 

l 1825 

- 

1 to  1 1-2 

) 1837 

. 

4 to  5 “ 

t 1825 

. 

1 1-4  to  2 

) 1837 

- 

4 to  5 “ 

( 1825 

- 

1 1-2  to  2 “ 

> 1837 

- 

4 to  5 

l 1825 

- 

1 1-2  to  2 1-4  “ 

\ 1837 

- 

4 to  5 

\ 1825 

- 

1 1-2  to  3 

) 1837 

. 

4 to  5 “ 

l 1825 

. 

2 to  3 “ 

) 1837 

- 

2 1-2  to  4 1-2  “ 

S 1825 

. 

1 1-2  to  2 1-2  “ 

l 1837 

. 

2 1-2  to  4 1-2  “ 

) 1825 

- 

1 to  2 1-2 

\ 1837 
t 1825 

SAVANNAH. 

2 to  2 1-2  “ 

i 1837 

2 1-2  to  3 disco 

s 1825 

1 1-4  to  3 1-2  “ 

\ 1837 

2 1-2  to  3 

i 1825 

1 1-2  to  3 “ 

) 1837 

2 1-2  to  3 “ 

t 1825 

2 1-2  to  3 

} 1837 

4 to  5 “ 

] 1825 

2 to  3 

> 1837 

4 to  5 “ 

< 1825 

2 1-2  to  3 1-2  “ 

) 1837 

4 to  5 “ 

] 1825 

2 1-2  to  3 1-2  “ 

) 1837 

4 to  5 

\ 1825 

3 to  3 1-2  “ 

) 1837 

4 to  5 “ 

< 1825 

3 to  3 1-2  “ 

] 1827 

4 to  5 “ 

1 1825 

3 to  3 1-2  “ 

) 1837 

2 1-2  to  5 

1 1825 

3 to  3 1-2 

] 1837 

2 1-2  to  3 “ 

t 1825 

2 1-2  to  3 1-2  “ 

l 1837 

2 1-4  to  3 “ 

NEW  ORLEANS. 


i 1825 
1837 
; 1825 
1837 
, 1825 
- 1837 
i 1825 
1837 
1825 
1837 
1825 
1837 
i 1825 
1837 
, 1825 
1 1837 
i 1825 
1837 
i 1825 
1837 
1825 
1837 
1825 
1837 


3 to  4 

discount. 

par  to  1-4 

premium. 

3 to  4 

discount. 

par  to  1-4 

premium. 

3 to  4 

discount. 

par  to  1-2 

. 44 

5 to  7 

(4 

1-2  to  1 

5 to  7 

It 

3-4  to  2 

it 

7 to  10 

il 

1 1-2  to  2 

it 

11  to  12 

il 

2 to  2 1-2 

ll 

10 

it 

2 to  2 1-2 

(( 

6 to  10 

it 

2 to  2 1-2 

it 

3 to  6 

it 

2 to  2 1-2 

it 

3 to  4 

it 

2 to  3 

u 

2 to  3 

a 

Rules  of  exchange  at  New  York , on  the  following  places. 


January, 

January, 

February, 

February, 

March,  ' 

March  1 to  1 

April, 

May, 

June, 

July, 

August, 
September, 
October, 
November, 
December, 
is  wanting 


January, 

January, 

February, 

February, 

March, 

March  1 to  1 
April, 

May, 

June, 

July, 

August, 
September, 
October, 
November, 
December, 
is  wanting. 


January, 

January, 

February, 

February, 

March, 

March  1 to  14, 
April, 

May, 

June, 

July, 

August, 
September, 
October, 
November, 
December, 
is  wanting. 


January, 

January, 

February, 

February, 

March, 

March  1 to  14, 
April, 

May, 

June, 

July, 

August, 
September, 
October, 
November, 
December, 
is  wanting. 

January, 

January, 

February, 

February, 

March, 

March  1 to  14, 
April, 

May, 

June, 

July, 

August, 
September, 
October, 
November, 
December, 
is  wanting. 

January, 

January, 

February, 

February, 

March, 

March  1 to  14, 
April, 

May, 

June, 

July, 

August, 
September, 
October, 
November, 
December, 
is  wanting. 


ON  BOSTON. 

1826 

1-4  to  1-2  per 

cent,  discount. 

1838 

1 1-2  to  2 1-4 

4i 

1826 

par  to  1-2 

u 

1838 

1 1-2  to  2 1-4 

it 

1826 

1-2 

it 

1838 

3-4  to  2 

“ 

1826 

1-2 

ll 

1826 

1-2 

tt 

1826 

1-2 

it 

1826 

1-2 

ti 

1826 

1-2 

ii 

1826 

1-2 

a 

1826 

1-2 

n 

1826 

1-2 

u 

1826- 

-the  “list’’  for  December,  1826, 

ON 

PHILADELPHIA. 

1826 

1-4  to  1-2  per 

cent,  discount. 

1833 

1 1-4  to  2 

ll 

(1826 

1-4  to  1-2 

ll 

1838 

1 1-2  to  2 1-4 

ll 

1826 

1-4  to  1-2 

i ll 

1833 

2 to  2 1-4 

ll 

1826 

1-4  to  1-2 

ll 

1826 

1-4  to  1-2 

ll 

1826 

1-4  to  1-2 

ll 

1826 

1-4  to -1-2 

ll 

1826 

1-4  to  1-2 

1826 

1-4  to  1-2 

li 

1826 

1-4  to  1-2 

ll 

1826 

. 1-4  to  1-2 

ll 

1826- 

-the  “list”  for  December,  1826, 

ON 

BALTIMORE. 

1826 

1-4  to  3-4  per 

cent,  discount. 

1838 

1 3-4  to  2 3-4 

ll 

1826 

1-2  to  3-4 

ll 

1833 

1 3-4  to  2 1-2 

ll 

1826 

1-2  to  3-4 

ll 

1833 

2 to  3 

ll 

1826 

1-2  to  3-4 

It 

1826 

1-2  to  3-4 

ll 

1826 

1-2  to  3-4 

, c; 

1826 

1-2  to  1 

n 

1826 

1-2  to  1 

n 

1326 

1-2  to  1 

it 

1826 

1-2  to  1 

n 

1826 

1-2  to  1 

u 

1826- 

-the  “list”  for  December,  1826, 

ON 

CHARLESTON. 

1826 

1 to  2 per  cent,  discount. 

1833 

2 to  2 1-2 

“ 

1826 

1 to  2 

ii 

1833 

3 to  3 1-2 

it 

1826 

1 to  2 

n 

1833 

3 to  3 1-2 

ii 

1826 

1 to  2 1-2 

n 

1826 

2 to  2 1-2 

it 

1826 

2 to  2 1-2 

it 

1326 

2 to  3 

it 

1826 

2 to  3 

ii 

1826 

1 1-2  to  3 

ii 

1826 

1 1-2  to  3 1-2 

n 

1826 

1 to  2 

1826- 

-the  “list’’  for  December,  1826, 

ON 

SAVANNAH. 

1826 

2 1-2  to  3 per  cent,  discount. 

1833 

2 1-4  to  3 1-4 

1826 

2 1-2  to  3 

it 

1838 

3 to  3 1-2 

n 

1326 

2 1-2  to  3 

n 

1833 

3 to  9 

it 

1826 

2 1-2  to  3 

ti 

1826 

3 to  4 

n 

1826 

3 to  4 

n 

1826 

3 1-2  to  4 

it 

1826 

3 1-2  to  4 

ii 

1826 

2 1-2  to  4 

it 

1826 

2 1-2  to  3 1-2 

n 

1826 

2 1-2  to  3 1-2 

li 

1826 — the  ‘ list”  for  December,  1826, 


ON  MOBILE. 


not  reported. 

5 1-2  to  7 per  cent,  discount, 
not  reported. 

7 1-2  to  10  per  cent,  discount, 
not  reported. 

12  to  14  per  cent,  discount. 


1826 
1833 
1826 
1838 
1826 
1838 
1826 
1826 
1826 

1825 

1826 
1826 
1826 
1826 

1826— the  “list”  for  December,  1826, 

ON  NEW  ORLEANS. 


January, 

January, 


1826 

1833 


2 to  3 per  cent,  discount. 
2 to  3 1-2  -“ 


February,  1826 
February,  1838 
March,  1826 
March  1 to  14,  1833 


April, 

May, 

June, 

July, 

August, 
September, 
October, 
November, 
December, 
is  wanting 


1826 

1826 

1826 

1826 

1826 

1826 

1826 

1826 


2 to  3 

3 1-2  to  5 
2 to  3 

4 to  6 
2 to  3 
2 to  3 
2 to  3 
2 to  3 
2 to  3 
2 to  3 
2 to  3 

1 to  2 


discount. 


1826 — the  “list’’  for  December,  1826, 


ON  CINCINNATI. 


January, 
January, 
February, 
February, 
March, 
March  1 
April, 

May, 

.Tune, 

J uly, 

August, 
September, 
October, 
November, 
December, 
is  wanting. 


1826 
1838 
1826 
1838 
1826 
to  14,  1838 
1826 


not  reported. 

5 per  cent,  discount, 
not  reported. 

5 per  cent,  discount, 
not  reported. 

6 per  cent,  discount. 


1826 

1826 

1826 

1826 

1826 

1826 

1826 

1826 — the  “list”  for  December,  1826, 


The  above  are  derived  from  the  “Shipping  and  Com- 
mercial List  and  New  York  Prices  Current,”  publish- 
ed twice  a week  at  New  York. 

The  rates  given  above  are  the  highest  and  the  lowest 
in  each  month.  The  greatest  fluctuation  in  any  one 
month,  is  in  the  rates  of  March,  1838,  on  Savannah; 
thus:  March  3d,  3 per  cent,  discount;  March  7th,  5 per 
cent,  discount;  March  10th,  7 1-2  per  cent,  discount; 
March  14th,  9 per  cent,  discount. 


TWENTY-FIFTH  CONGRESS. 

SECOND  SESSION SENATE. 

April  26.  Mr.  Claij,  of  Ala.,  presented  a remon- 
strance signed  by  a delegation  of  Cherokee  and 
Choctaw  Indians  from  the  west  of  the  Mississippi, 
against  the  establishment  of  a territorial  govern- 
ment west  of  the  Mississippi,  for  which  a bill  nowin 
progress  in  the  senate  provides,  which  bill,  Mr. 
Clay  gave  notice,  he  should  move,  when  it  should 
come  up,  to  lay  on  the  table  at  least  til!  the  next 
session  of  congress. 

The  remonstrance  having  been  read,  a debate 
ensued  between  Messrs.  Tipton,  Clay,  of  Alabama, 
While,  and  Sevier;  after  which  it  was  laid  on  the 
table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

[The  remonstrance  and  debate  shall  have  a place 
hereafter.] 

The  following,  among  other  business  of  minor 
importance  was  next  disposed  of. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  the  committee  on  fi- 
nance were  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  senate  resolution  in  relation  to  a general 
remission  of  duties  on  railroad  iron. 

Also,  of  two  memorials  from  the  chamber  of 
commerce  in  New  York,  in  favor  of  a warehousing 
system,  inasmuch  as  the  plan  proposed  by  that 
chamber  did  not  accord  with  the  views  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

Also,  of  a senate  resolution,  in  regard  to  repay- 
ing to  merchants  of  Mobile  the  extravagant  fees 
paid  by  them  for  renewing  their  duty  bonds,  the 
committee  believing  that  they  could  not  recommend 
the  passage  of  a law  on  this  subject,  unless  it  should 
be  general. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  the  committee  on 
naval  affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  repealing  or  modifying  the  act  of 
March,  1837,  in  relation  to  the  navy  pension  fund. 

Mr.  Benton,  from  the  committee  on  military  af- 
fairs, reported  a bill  to  pay  certain  volunteers  of 
Missouri.  Read,  and  ordered  to  a second  reading. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  establish  a board  of  commissioners  to  hear  and 
examine  claims  against  the  United  States. 

The  discussion,  mainly  on  the  general  merits  of 
the  bill,  was  continued  by  Messrs.  Prentiss,  Bayard, 
Linn,  Hubbard,  Tipton,  and  Buchanan,  in  favor  of 
it;  and  by  Messrs.  Norvell,  Calhoun,  Wright,  and 
Morris,  in  opposition. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bayard,  the  bill  was  amended 
so  as  to  require  the  commissioners  to  reside  at  the 
seat  of  government,  and  also  to  give  them  authority 
to  punish  contempts  to  preserve  order  in  their  sit- 
tings. 

Mr.  Tipton  moved  to  reduce  the  salary  of  each 
commissioner  from  $3,000  to  $2,600,  which  was 
briefly  debated  and  negatived,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Brown,  Clay,  of  Ken.,  Lump- 
kin, Norvell,  Prentiss,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Conn., 
Smith,  of  Indiana,  Swift,  Tipton,  White,  Young 
—12. 
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NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Buchan- 
an, Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Clayton,  Cuthberrf 
Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lyon,  Merrick,  Morris, 
Nicholas,  Niles,  Rives,  Roane,  Robinson,  Spence, 
Trotter,  Williams,  Wright — 23. 

On  the  suggestion,  or  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  an 
apparent  inconsistency  in  the  bill  was  so  altered  as 
to  make  the  provision  authorizing  the  summoning 
of  witnesses  general,  instead  of  its  being  contin- 
gent on  the  application  of  claimants. 

Two  or  three  other  small  amendments  were  made 
to  make  the  parts  of  the  bill  correspond  with  pre- 
ceding amendments. 

Mr.  Benton,  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  requir- 
ing that  no  member  of  congress,  or  delegate  of  a 
territory,  should  appear  before  the  board  as  age'nt, 
attorney,  or  advocate,  in  presenting  any  claim,  nor 
act  as  such  in  any  way  whatever. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sevier,  all  persons  holding  of- 
fice under  the  government  were  added;  and  the 
amendment,  so  amended,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Rnggles  moved  that  no  case  should  be  re- 
ferred to  this  board  which  had  already  been  favora- 
bly reported  on  in  congress.  Negatived. 

After  a few  remarks  by  Mr.  Morris,  against  the 
bill,  and  by  Mr.  Hubbard  in  favor,  it  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading  by  the  following 
vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Buchanan,  Clay,  of  Al- 
abama, Clayton,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Fulton, 
Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lyon,  Merrick,  Nicholas, 
Niles,  Pierce.  Prentiss,  Rives,  Roane,  Robinson, 
Spence,  Swift,  Tipton,  Williams — 23. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Lumpkin,  Morris,  Nor- 
veli,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Smith, 
of  Indiana,  White,  Wright,  Young — 15. 

Mr.  While,  chairman  of  the  special  committee  on 
the  case  of  Mr.  Ruggles,  made  a supplemental  re- 
port, relating  to  charges  made  against  him  by  an 
individual  (a  Dr.  Graham)  in  North  Carolina.  The 
report  was  read,  from  which  it  appeared  that  the 
accuser  was  confined  in  North  Carolina  for  debt, 
and  unable,  therefore,  to  obey  the  summons  of  the 
committee. 

A resolution  was  appended  to  the  report,  dis- 
charging the  committee  from  the  farther  considera- 
tion of  all  matters  of  investigation  on  which  they 
had  not  been  before  reported. 

Mr.  White  said  he  should  not  move  for  the  prin- 
ting of  the  report,  as  he  deemed  it  improper,  or  in- 
expedient under  the  circumstances. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to  without  dissent. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

April  27.  After  the  presentation  of  a number  of 
petitions,  &c.  the  bill  to  establish  a board  of  com- 
missioners to  hear  and  examine  claims  against  the 
United  States,  was  read  a third  time,  passed,  and 
sent  to  the  other-house  for  concurrence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  White,  (he  senate  took  up  the 
bill  to  provide  for  the  security  and  protection  of  the 
emigrant  and  other  Indians  west  of  Missouri  and 
Arkansas,  [to  establish  an  Indian  territorial  govern- 
ment.] 

Mr.  While  said  he  should  not  make  any  addition- 
al remarks  to  those  he  made  yesterday,  unless  the 
bill  should  be  opposed;  but  in  that  case  he  should 
feel  himself  called  on  to  say  something  more.  The 
administration  had  recommended  this  measure  in 
strong  terms,  and  he  hoped  it  would  be  finally  acted 
on  novv,  as  the  session  was  far  advanced.  He  would 
now  hear  with  pleasure  any  objection  that  might 
be  advanced  against  it. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  said  he  had  not  yet  ex- 
amined the  bill  as  fully  as  he  desired,  and  he  hoped 
the  senate  would  consent  to  let  it  lie  till  to  morrow. 

Mr.  While  said  he  was  naturally  disposed  to  com- 
ply with  this  request,  but  he  did  not  feel  that  it  was 
properly  a matter  for  his  discretion.  Mr.  W.  went 
into  a brief  history  of  the  events  which  had  at  last 
led  to  this  measure,  and  he  urged  it  as  one  of  great 
importance,  both  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians,  se- 
veral tribes  of  whom  were  urgent  that  it  should  be 
carried  into  effect;  and  also  loi  the  protection  of  the 
white  people  in  the  neighborhood  of  those  Indians. 
If  the  senate  thought  proper  to  postpone  it  till  to- 
morrow he  should  now  make  no  further  objections. 

Mr.  Nan-ell  said  he  hoped  never  to  see  the  day 
when  an  Indian, or  a negro  would  be  admitted  on 
the  floor  of  congress.  He  therefore  moved  to  strike- 
from  the  bill  the  provision  for  a delegate  from  the 
proposed  Indian  territory. 

Mr.  Linn  said  he  thought  the  senator  had  mista- 
ken the  nature  of  that  provision;  the  delegate  would 
not  be  entitled  to  a seal  in  congress. 

Mr.  Norvell  said  he  understood  it;  but  this  would 
be  the  entering  wedge  to  something  more. 

Mr.  Linn  remarked  that  it  was  one  great  object 
of  the  bill  to  make  the  Indians  think  the  privilege 
olfered  by  the  bill  a matter  of  consequence.  It  was 
really  the  most  effectual  measure  that  could  be  de- 


vised for  the  protection  of  Missouri,  Arkansas,  and 
Wisconsin,  against  any  hostility  on  the  part  of  these 
Indians;  and  it  was  also  the  best  if  not  the  only 
measure  to  civilize  the  Indians,  and  save  them  from 
destruction.  Mr.  L.  thought  it  would  be  an  impor- 
tant incidental  benefit  of  the  bill  to  give  the  Indians 
the  hope  of  honorable  office;  it  would  hold  out  to 
ambitious  men  the  inducement  to  elevate  their  cha- 
racters, and  would,  in  some  measure,  take  the  place 
of  their  warlike  propensities.  Represented  here 
by  a delegate  oi  agent  would  also  be  a means  of 
holding  them  the  more  strongly  to  the  United  States. 
In  confirmation  of  these  views,  Mr.  Linn  read  a 
portion  of  the  memorial  on  this  subject  from  the 
legislature  of  Missouri.  Mr.  L.  also  urged,  that 
these  Indians  had  now  got  to  the  jumping-off  place, 
and  now,  if  ever,  was  the  time  to  save  them. 

Mr.  Lumpkin  gave  a succinct  history  of  the  pro- 
gress of  events  and  proceedings  touching  the  rela- 
tions of  the  Indians  and  the  United  States,  and  he 
urged  with  much  earnestness  the  adoption  of  the 
measure  proposed. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  said  he  had  now  looked  at 
the  bill,  and  he  was  happy  to  perceive  that,  in  re- 
gard to  the  obnoxious  point,  it  was  peculiarly 
guarded,  so  that  the  remonstrants  had  no  right  to 
object  to  it.  Mr.  CT.  here  read  from  the  bill  the 
provision  that  it  should  not  be  binding  on  any  In- 
dians, unless  they  consented  to  it  by  their  tribe  in 
council,  or  by  their  delegates.  Mr.  C.  was  not 
aware  of  any  other  objection  to  the  bill.  As  to  the 
objection  of  the  senator  from  Michigan,  Mr.  C.  dif- 
fered from  him,  and  argued  that  it  was  better  in 
point,  both  of  economy  and  of  attaining  the  requi- 
site information,  to  have  a single  delegate  instead 
of  the  delegations,  whose  expenses  were  now  usu- 
ally borne  by  the  government.  The  expectation  of 
having  such  a delegate  had  also  been  heretofore 
held  out  by  the  government  to  the  Indian  tribes. 

Mr.  Norvell  now  modified  his  amendment,  so  as 
to  strike  out  “delegate”  to  receive  the  same  pay  as 
members  of  congress;  and  insert  agent,  and  also  to 
strike  out  that  portion  of  the  bill  (the  preamble) 
which  assigns  as  reasons  for  the  passage  of  the  bill 
that  it  would  tend  to  civilize  and  otherwise  benefit 
the  Indians,  and  bind  them  more  closely  to  the  go- 
vernment and  the  country. 

Mr.  Allen  spoke  at  considerable  length  in  favor 
of  this  amendment,  and  against  the  wole  bill,  espe- 
cially as  a measure  designed  and  calculated  to  raise 
up  and  s rengthen  a people  who  are  our  natural  ene- 
mies, and  thus  to  work  mischief  to  ourselvs,  and 
still  more  to  our  decendants. 

Mr.  White  advocated  the  bill  at  considerable 
length  as  a measure  salutary  and  highly  important. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  la.,  also  spoke  at  length  in  favor  of 
the  bill,  and  in  reply  to  Mr.  Allen. 

Mr.  Swift  briefly  urged  the  propriety  of  retaining 
the  name  of  delegate,  inasmuch  as  the  difference 
was  only  in  name,  arid  the  government  had  stipula- 
ted with  the  Indians  for  a delegate;  and  he  also 
thought  it  better  to  leave  the  compensation  to  be 
fixed  hereafter. 

Mr.  Davis  spok  in  favor  of  the  bill,  and  urged  the 
propriety  and  obligation  resting  on  us  of  treating 
the  Indians  with  courtesy,  liberality,  and  humanity. 

Air.  Niles  spoke  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  and 
earnestly  advocated  the  principle  of  letting  the  In- 
dians alone  to  take  care  of  themselves,  affording 
them  only  protection. 

Mr.  NorvclVs  amendment  was  lost  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchan- 
an, Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Hubbard,  King, 
Morris,  Niies,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Smith,  of  Con., 
Trotter,  Wright,  Young — 16. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton, 
Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Davis,  Fulton,  Linn,  Lump- 
kin, Lyon,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Prentiss,  Preston, 
Rives,  Roane,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Smith, 
of  Indiana,  Spence,  Swift,  Tipton,  White,  Wil- 
liams— 24. 

Mr.  Hubbard  renewed  a portion  of  Mr,  Norvell’s 
motion,  namely,  to  strike  out  the  preamble -assign- 
ing the  reasons  for  passing  the  bill.  Negatived 
without  a division. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sevier,  tile  name  of  “Neosho” 
was  given  to  the  proposed  territory. 

Air.  Linn  spoke  in  reply  to  Mr.  Allen,  and 
strongly  in  favor  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Crittenden  moved  to  provide  for  a compen- 
sation of  $2  a day  to  the  members  of  the  Indian 
councils, in  addition  to  their  expenses;  and  he  spoke 
briefly  in  favor  of  the  bill. 

After’a  sharp  opposilion  from  Mr.  Niles,  and  a 
suggestion  by  Mr.  While,  that  it  might  disatfect  the 
neighboring  Indians,  this  amendment  was  with- 
drawn. 

Air.  King  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  setting 
apart  all  the  country  east  of  the  Rocky  mountains, 
noith  of  Missouri  river,  and  north  and  west  of  the 


state  of  Missouri,  as  Indian  territory,  to  be  secured 
to  them  forever. 

After  a lew  remarks  by  Messrs.  King  and  Sevier, 
in  favor  of  this  amendment,  and  by  Alessrs.  Tipton 
and  IAnn,  .adverse  to  it,  without  taking  any  ques- 
tion, the  senate  adjourned  till  Monday. 

April  30.  Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  rose  and  said 
he  had  received  and  bad  been  requested  to  present 
a petition  signed  by  a number  of  benevolent  indi- 
viduals, and  printed  by  them,  petitions  similar  to 
which,  and  signed  by  a vast  number,  had  been  re- 
ceived by  the  other  house,  praying  that,  in  the  ad- 
justment of  our  difficulties  with  Alexico,  an  amica- 
ble arbitration  might  be  employed. 

The  petition  also  recommended  earnestly  the 
propriety  o!  the  establishment  of  an  international 
congress;  or  tribunal  for  the  settlement  of  the  diffi- 
culties which  arise  between  nations,  thus  avoiding 
the  calamities  of  war.  The  petitioners  had  for  a long 
lime  held  this  object  in  view,  and  bad  addressed  se- 
veral legislative  bodies  on  tile  subject;  and  Air.  C. 
understood  that  the  respectable  Alassachusetts  le- 
gislature had  given  countenance  and  encourage- 
ment to  the  object. 

Mr.  C.  was  glad  to  find  by  the  morning  papers 
that  one  of  tile  objects  of  these  petitioners,  namely, 
tile  reference  of  our  difficulties  with  Mexico  to  an 
arbitration,  bad  been  lately  accomplished.  With 
respect  to  the  other  and  greater  arid  more  compre- 
hensive object  of  the  petitioners,  all  must  admire 
and  share  in  the  philantbrophy  which  suggested 
such  a measure,  and  must  wish  it  to  be  finally  ac- 
complished, if  it  be  practicable.  The  petitioners 
were  desirous  that  this  country  should  take  the  ini- 
tiative in  adopting  it;  and  whether  it  should  be  done 
or  not,  all  must  do  justice  to  the  motives  of  the  pe- 
ti tipners;  and  Air.  C.  had  no  doubt  that  a great  por- 
tion of  the  difficulties  between  nations  might  be 
found  capable  of  a satisfactory  adjustment  without 
a resort  to  war. 

The  improvements  in  the  use  of  steam,  by  bring- 
ing together  nations  that  were  distant  from  each 
other,  by  means  of  railroads  and  other  intercommu- 
nications, would  soon  render  it  impossible  that  one 
nation  should  go  to  war  with  another  without  injur- 
ing the  business,  and  detracting  from  the  prosperi- 
ty of  all;  this  at  no  distant  period  would  lessen  if 
not  entirely  prevent  the  recurrence  of  war.  But 
whether  it  was  possible  or  not  that  such  a tribunal 
as  was  now  asked  for  should  be  established,  remain- 
ed yet  to  be  seen.  It  had  been  suggested  or  pro- 
posed by  some  philosophers,  among  whom  w as  our 
own  Franklin,  and  also  by  some  enlightened  mon- 
archs:  Henry  the  fourth  of  France  suggested  the 
same  idea;  and  at  all  events  the  senate  would  con- 
cur with  Air.  C.  in  sharing  in  the  feelings  and  ap- 
proving the  motives  with  which  this  proposition 
was  presented. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  the  memorial  was  laid  on 
the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Clay  said,  while  he  was  up,  be  wished  to 
make  an  inquiry  of  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
on  finance.  Air.  C.  said  lie  had  no  doubt  of  the  con- 
currence ol  the  honorable  chairman  of  that  commit- 
tee that  we  had  now  arrived  at  a very  impoitant 
moment  in  the  monetary  affairs  of  the  countiy. 
Some  of  the  banks  in  Boston  and  New'  York  had 
resumed  specie  payments,  and  others  would  proba- 
bly follow  this  good  example  in  tile  course  of  a few 
days;  and  Air.  C.  hoped  that  it  would  be  generally 
done,  at  least  as  far  as  the  banks  were  able;  though 
he  was  aware  that  some  of  them  were  not  prepared. 
Mr.  C.  wished,  therefore,  to  ascertain  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  commiltee  of  finance  whether  there  was 
before  that  committee,  or  whether  the  executive  had 
any  intention  to  bring  forward  any  measure  of  any 
description  other  than  that  which  now  lay  on  the  ta- 
ble in  the  other  house,  with  a view7  to  aid,  strength- 
en, and  encourage  the  banks  in  the  resumption  and 
continuance  of  specie  payments.  If  there  was  no 
intention  in  the  committee  or  the  executive  branch 
of  the  government  to  do  any  thing  on  this  subject, 
thus  leaving  the  hanks  to  go  on  unaided  in  Ibis 
operation,  it  might  be  the  duty  of  others  to  suggest 
some  measure  for  this  desirable  purpose. 

Mr.  Wright  said  there  was  nothing  on  the  subject 
before  the  committee  which  had  not  been  referred 
to  them  by  the  senate,  and  of  that  tl  ere  was  no- 
thing on  which  they  had  not  alr.'ady  reported.  As 
to  what  the  executive  was  doing,  or  intended  to  do, 
Air.  W.  was  as  ignorant  as  the  senator  from  Ken- 
tucky, and  he  had  nothing  to  say  on  that  subject. 

Mr.  Clay  said,  that  being  the  state  of  the  case, 
that,  as  far  as  the  honorable  chairman  knew  on  the 
subject,  neither  the  committee  on  finance  nor  the 
executive  design  to  bring  forward  any  measure,  he 
would  now  oiler  the  following  joint  resolution: 

“Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representative) 
of  the  United  States  in  congress  assembled,  That  no 
discrimination  shall  be  made  as  to  the  currency  or 
medium  of  payment  in  the  several  branches  ol  the 
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public  revenue,  or  in  debts  or  dues  to  the  govern- 
ment; and  that,  until  otherwise  ordered  by  con- 
gress, the  notes  of  sound  banks  which  are  payable 
and  paid  on  demand  in  the  legal  currency  of  the 
United  States,  under  suitable  restrictions,  to  be 
forthwith  prescribed  and  promulgated  by  the  secre- 
tary of  tlie  treasury,  shall  be  received  in  payment 
of  the  revenue  and  of  debts  and  dues  to  the  govern- 
ment, and  shall  be  subsequently  disbursed,  in  a 
course  of  public  expenditure,  to  all  public  creditors 
who  are  willing  to  receive  them  ” 

Mr.  Grundy  said  he  wished  to  draw  the  attention 
of  the  senator  from  Kentucky  to  a single  point, 
namely,  whether  the  resolution  ought  not  to  be  re- 
stricted in  its  operation  to  banks  in  the  vincinity  of 
the  places  where  the  revenue  was  to  be  received. 

Mr.  Clay  said  he  did  not  enter  into  details  in 
drawing  the  resolution;  this  point  would  come  up 
when  they  should  consider  it.  But  if  the  senator 
had  more  fully  attended  to  the  reading  of  the  reso- 
lution, lie  would  have  seen  that  it  provided  that  the 
notes  were  not  required  by  it  to  be  received  with- 
out limitation,  but  under  such  suitable  regulations 
as  should  be  published  and  promulgated  by  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury.  This  discretion  in  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury  would  be  amply  sufficient  to 
meet  all  cases;  but  this  subject  would  of  course 
come  up  when  they  should  consider  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Grundy  was  understood  to  say  that  he  had 
merely  desired  to  call  the  attention  of  the  senator 
to  this  point,  that  he  might  consider  whether  the 
resolution  should  not  be  so  worded  as  to  give  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  express  power  on  this 
point. 

The  resolution  was  now  read,  and  ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Dims  presented  a petition  from  citizens  of 
Candor,  New  York,  in  which  they  expressed  their 
belief  that  the  late  treaty  with  the  Cherokee  In- 
dians was  unauthorised,  and  that  it  would  be  op- 
pressive for  the  government  to  enforce  it.  Laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Wall  presented  a remonstrance  from  134 
men  and  77  women  against  the  admission  of  any 
new  state  into  the  union.  Also,  from  13!)  men  and 
84  women,  against  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in 
the  District  of  Columbia.  Motions  to  receive  se- 
verally laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Wright  presented  a petition  against  slavery 
and  the  slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  from 
citizens  of  Litchfield,  N.  Y.  Motion  to  receive  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  King  presented  a petition  from  Joshua  Ken- 
nedy ; and  iilr.  Rives  from  another  individual.  Re- 
ferred. 

On  motion  oT  Mr.  Prentiss,  the  committee  on 
public  lands  was  discharged  from  the  further  consi- 
deration of  the  petition  of  the  trustees  of  Allegha- 
ny college,  Pennsylvania,  praying  for  the  grant  of  a 
townsnipof  land;  the  petition  of  the  trustees  of  the 
Kentucky  Baptist  Education  society,  praying  for  a 
grant  of  land  to  each  of  the  colleges  in  the  United 
States;  and  the  petition  of  the  corporation  of  South 
Hanover  college,  Indiana,  praying  for  the  donation 
of  a tract  of  l md  in  aid  of  that  institution. 

The  senate  took  up  the  bill  to  grant  to  the  states 
and  incorporated  companies  engaged  in  the  con- 
struction of  roads  and  canals  the  right  of  way 
through  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Lyon  moved  to  amend  the  bill  bv  giving 
states  and  companies  the  pre-emption  right  to  the 
sections  of  the  public  lauds  through  which  their 
roads  and  canals  might  run,  at  $1  25  per  acre. 

After  a sharp  opposition  to  this  amendment  by 
Messis.  Davis,  Linn,  King , Tipton,  and  Clay,  of 
Alabama,  chiefly  on  the  ground  of  its  embarrassing 
a very  important  measure,  it  was  withdrawn  by  the 
mover.  Mr.  King  moved  to  allow  a width  of  200 
feet  for  the  roads,  &e.  authorised  by  the  bill.  Mr. 
Dams  said  experience  at  the  north  had  shown  that 
80  feet  was  amply  sufficient,  and  if  more  were  al- 
lowed, it  would  remain  covered  with  brush  and 
rubbish,  and  disfigure,  rather  than  add  any  orna- 
ment to  the  country.  Mr.  Kins  stated  that  some 
southern  trees  were  80  feet  below  the  limbs,  and 
that  therefore  the  fall  of  a single  tree  across  a road 
of  that  width  might  obstruct  it  entirely 

The  widlh  of  200  feet  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Linn,  the  provision?  of  the  bill 
were  extended  to  companies  incorporated  by  the 
territories,  as  well  as  by  the  states. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  piovide  for  the  security  and  protection  of  the 
emigrant  and  other  Indians  west  of  Missouri  and 
Arkansas. 

The  question  being  on  Mr.  King’s  amendment, 
to  set  apart  as  Indian  territory,  to  be  secured  to 
them  forever,  all  the  public  lands  to  which  the  In- 
dian title  had  not  already  been  extinguished,  east  of 


the  Rocky  mountains,  north  of  Missouri  river,  noith 
and  west  of  the  state  of  Missouri,  and  west  of  the 
Mississippi  river — 

Mr.  Lumpkin  spoke  at  length  in  opposition  to  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  King  expressed  his  regret  at  the  prospect  that 
the  amendment  would  not  prevail,  and  argued  at 
some  length  in  its -favor,  chiefly  on  the  ground  of 
maintaining  a suitable  balance  between  the  north 
and  the  south. 

The  debate  (to  be  given  hereafter)  was  continued 
by  Messrs.  Sevier,  Calhoun,  and  King,  in  favor  of 
the  amendment,  and  by  Messrs.  Tipton,  Linn, 
Swift,  Davis,  Southard,  Young,  and  While,  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  amendment,  and  in  favor  of  the  bill. 

The  objection  to  the  amendment  most  insisted  on 
was  that  it  would  embarrass  and  weaken  a general 
measure  of  very  great  importance. 

The  amendment  was  negatived  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama, 
Fulton,  King,  Merrick,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Preston, 
Roane,  Sevier,  Spence — 11. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Clay,  of 
Kentucky,  Clayton.  Crittenden,  Cufhbert,  Davis, 
Grundy,  Hubbard,  Knight,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Lyon, 
Morris,  Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Rives,  Robbins,  Ro- 
binson, Ruggles,  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Smith,  of 
Indiana,  Southard,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Wall, 
White,  Williams,  Wright,  Young — 33. 

After  some  remarks  by  Mr.  Calhoun,  expressive 
of  much  doubt  in  regard  to  this  measure,  and  of  a 
preference  that  it  should  be  postponed  to  the  next 
session,  and  by  Messrs.  Lumpkin  and  White  in  fa- 
vor of  its  immediate  adoption, 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third 
reading  by  the  following  vote  : 

YEAS — Messrs.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Clay,  of 
Kentucky,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Davis, 
Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  King,  Knight,  Linn, 
Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Merrick,  Morris,  Mouton,  Nicho- 
las, Pierce,  Preston,  Rives,  Roane,  Robbins,  Robin- 
son, Sevier,  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Smith,  of  Indi- 
ana, Southard,  Spence,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton, 
Trotter,  Wall,  White,  Williams,  Wright,  Young, 
—33. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Cal- 
houn, Niles,  Norvell — G. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  expressed  his  desire  that, 
by  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  senate,  the  resolu- 
tion introduced  by  him  t is  morning,  for  the  recep- 
tion of  bank  notes  in  payment  of  revenue,  should 
be  made  the  special  order  for  day  after  to-morrow. 
Mr.  Wright  and  Mr.  King  objecting,' this  object  was 
not  attained. 

The  senate  adjourned. 

May  1.  But  little  business  was  transacted  in  the 
senate  to-day,  that  body  having  adjourned  at  an 
early  hour. 

May  2.  After  the  reception  of  some  petitions 
and  resolutions,  (to  be  noticed  hereafter,  ) and  pass- 
ing the  hills  ordered  to  a third  reading  on  Monday, 
the  seriate  took  up,  on  his  motion,  Mr.  Clay's  cur- 
rency resolution. 

The  resolution  having  been  read  a second  time. 
Mr.  Wright  moved  that  it  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  finance.  This  motion  led  to  an  animat- 
ed debate,  which  lasted  till  4 o’clock.  The  refer- 
ence was  advocated  by  Messrs.  Wright,  Calhoun, 
Benton,  Niles,  Buchanan,  and  King,  on  the  ground 
of  usage  in  regard  to  all  propositions  of  importance 
originating  with  individual  members,  and  -also  for 
the  purpose  of  ascertaining  how  far  it  might  or 
might  not  conflict  with  exisling  laws,  f-cc.;  and  if 
was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Clay,  Davis,  Preston,  and 
Upton,  on  the  ground  that  the  resolution,  being  free 
from  details,  did  not  require  a reference;  that  the 
reference  proposed  was  to  a committee  hostile  to 
the  resolution;  that  it  would  produce  delay;  ami 
that  the  object,  as  disclosed  by  the  debate,  was  only 
to  give  the  committee  an  opportunity  to  make  an 
argument  against  it  in  the  shape  of  a report,  &c. 
Sic.  [The  debate  will  be  given  hereafter.]  The 
question  on  the  reference  being  at  length  taken, 
was  carried  in  the  affirmative  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS — -Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Bucha- 
nan, Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton, 
Grundy,  Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Lyon 
Morris,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Roane, 
Robinson.  Sevier.  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Trotter, 
Wall.  Williams,  Wright,  Young — 23. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton, 
Crittenden,  Davis,  Knight,  Merrick,  Prentiss,  Pres- 
ton. Rives,  Robbins,  Ruggles,  Smith,  of  Indiana, 
Southard,  Spence,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Web- 
ster, White — 19. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  April  27.  A message  was  received  from 
the  president  of  the  United  States,  in  partial  com- 
pliance with  a resolution  of  the  house  of  the  21st 


ultimo,  transmitting  copies  oi  all  corresponui  nee 
between  the  government  of  the  United  Slales  and 
the  government  of  Mexico,  and  of  all  instructions 
given  to  our  minister  at  the  court  ol  Mexico,  since 
the  late  Mtxican  treaty. 

A communication  was  received  from  the  com- 
missioner of  public  buildings,  in  obedience  to  a 
resolution  of  the  house,  transmitting  copies  of  all 
the  contracts  made  by  him  in  the  year,  1837,  with 
the  names  of  the  applicants  for  saiil  contracts,  and 
the  amount  of  their  respective  bids. 

Also,  a communication  from  the  postmaster  gen- 
eral, transmitting  the  information  called  for  by  the 
house  on  the  lGth  instant,  in  relation  to  a claim 
against  Samuel  B.  Crocketr,  late  postmaster  at 
Frankfort,  Ky.,  and  Anthony  Crockett  and  F.  P. 
Blair,  his  sureties. 

Mr.  Sergeant  presented  resolutions  of  the  corpo- 
ration of  Philadelphia,  requesting  the  delegation 
ol  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  in  congress  to  aid  in 
obtaining  the  passage  of  a law  to  establish  a dry- 
dock  at  the  navy  yard,  Philadelphia. 

The  reports  of  the  committee  upon  the  late  duel, 
being  the  unfinished  business  was  resumed,  and  the 
clerk  proceeded  in  the  reading  of  the  testimony  ta- 
ken before,  and  reported  by,  the  select  committee. 

Alter  the  testimony  had  been  read, 

Mr.  Wise  asked  to  have  the  journal  of  the  com- 
mittee (being  a part  of  the  report)  read,  which  was 
ordered;  and  the  journal  was  accordingly  read  by 
the  clerk. 

The  reading  was  concluded  al  halfpast  2 o’clock. 

The  reading  of  the  reports,  evidence,  and  journal, 
having  been  completed,  the  debate  on  the  pending 
motion  to  print  and  to  postpone  was  resumed  by 
Mr.  Toucey,  and  continued  by  Messrs.  Grennelt, 
Raridcn,  Elmore,  Wise,  Graves,  Johnson,  of  Mary- 
land, and  Robertson,  who  had  not  concluded  his  re- 
marks, when,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mencfee,  (to  whom 
he  gave  way,)  the  house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  April  28.  Mr.  Robinson,  a member 
elect  from  Maine,  appeared,  was  sworn,  and  took 
his  seat. 

Mr.  Evans  and  Mr.  Noyes  presented  certain  do- 
cuments from  the  government  of  the  state  of  Maine, 
in  relation  to  the  north  eastern  boundary;  which 
were  referred  to  the  comiltee  on  foreign  anairs. 

The  senate’s  bill,  establishing  a board  of  com- 
missioners to  examine  and  establish  claims  against 
the  United  States,  was  read  twice,  and  relerred  to 
the  committee  of  claims. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  the  unfinished  bu- 
siness, being  the  consideration  of  the  reports  from  the 
duel  committee  and  the  question  being  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Toucey,  chairman  of  the  select  committee  to 
postpone  the  consideration  of  the  report  for  tw  o 
weeks,  and,  in  the  mean  while,  to  print  it,  w ith  the 
amendment  movrd  by  Mr.  Robertson,  to  refer  it  to 
a committee  of  privileges,  to  report  the  p;oper 
course  for  the  house  to  pursue,  1 

Mr.  Robertson  resumed  his  speech  in  opposition 
to  the  postponement  and  printing,  and  in  siipj  ortof 
the  proposition  he  had  moved. 

He  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Stanly,  of  North  Ca- 
rolina, on  tlie  same  side  of  the  question.  He  op- 
posed the  postponement,  and  advocated  Mr.  Adams’ 
plan  of  recommitment  of  the  report,  with  instruc- 
tion? to  state  only  the  farts  of  the  case. 

Mr.  Naylor,  spoke  earnestly  in  condemnation  of 
the  course  of  the  committee,  as  having  transcended 
their  powers  and  violated  the  constitution,  and 
being  worthy  of  the  censure  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Bronson  replied,  and  vindicated  the  commit- 
tee’s course. 

Mr.  Toucey  wished  to  have  a correction  made  in 
the  journal  of  the  committee:  and,  while  up,  re- 
sponded to  some  of  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Stanley. 

Mr.  Wise  warmly  remonstrated  against  the’least 
alte-ralion  of  the  committee’s  journal  or  report,  as 
it  nearly  concerned  his  reputation,  and  might ’not 
be  changed  in  a letter  or  a point. 

Mr.  Stanly  rejoined  with  some  severity  to  the 
remarks  of  Mr.  Toucey. 

Mr.  Boon  made  some  remarks,  saying,  amonv 
other  things,  that  the  Pot towattomie  psalm  book 
might  as  w-ell  be  quoted  to  him  as  Jefferson’s 
rnanuel.  when  it  was  against  all  truth  and  justice.' 

Mr.  IF  Cost  Johnson  went  at  large  into  an  ex- 
amination of  the  committee’s  report,  on  which  lie 
passed  very  decided  censure  During  his  speech 
several  explanatory  statements  and  brief  replies 
were  made  by  Mr.  Toucey  and  Mr.  Grantland,  and 
he  was  several  times  checked  by  the  chair  (or 
touching  on  the  merits  of  the  report. 

Mr.  Cambreteng  made  an  appeal  to  both  sides  of 
the  house  on  the  delay  of  the  public  business,  w hich 
he  said  must  be  sacrificed  if  this  trial  should  pro- 
ceed. 

Mr  Menefee  commenced  a speech  of  much  ani- 
mation, warmly  remonstrating  against  the  idea  that 
after  having  collected  testimony,  and  published  it 
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to  the  world,  the  members  implicated  were  to  be 
denied  a fair  and  open  trial  by  the  house.  He  had 
proceeded  some  time,  when  he  yielded  to  a motion 
of  Mr.  Bell  for  an  adjournment. 

On  this  motion  Mr.  Cushman  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays;  and  the  motion  was  negatived:  Yeas  76, 

nays  96.  Mr.  Mallory  then  moved  a call  of  the 
house;  and  on  this  motion  Mr.  Jenifer  demanded 
the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered;  whereupon, 

Mr.  Potts  renewed  the  motion  to  adjourn;  which 
prevailing,  the  house  adjourned  about  half-past 
three  o’clock. 

Monday,  April  30.  John  P.  Kennedy , member 
elect  from  Maryland,  was  announced  by  his  col 
league,  Mr.  Jenifer,  appeared,  was  sworn,  and  took 
his  seat. 

By  leave  several  petitions  were  presented,  and 
the  following  resolutions  offered  and  adopted: 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Glascock, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  accounts  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  vest- 
ing the  appointment  of  librarian  in  this  house,  and 
of  uniting  the  office  with  that  of  keeper  of  public 
documents. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Russell, 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  this  house  copies 
of  all  correspondence  and  communications  which 
have  passed  between  this  and  any  foreign  govern- 
ment, and  the  officers  or  agents  thereof,  relating  to 
the  introduction  of  foreign  paupers  into  the  United 
States:  also,  what  steps,  if  any,  have  been  taken 
to  prevent  the  introduction  of  such  paupers  into 
the  United  States:  provided  such  communications 
are  not  incompatible  with  the  interest  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

Messrs.  Hunter,  of  Ohio,  Prentiss,  of  New  York, 
Davee,  and  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  successively 
asked  leave  to  present  resolutions  and  petitions. 
Refused. 

Messrs.  Birdsall  and  Maury  had  leave  to  present 
memorials. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  of  Massachusetts,  made  an  effort 
to  take  up,  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  the  bill 
to  prevent  the  explosion  of  steam-boilers. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  objected. 

The  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  for  the  purpose 
(requiring  a vote  of  two-thirds)  was  lost. 

The  reports  on  the  duel  subject, 

This  subject,  being  the  special  order,  came  up, 
and  was  further  discussed  by  Mr.  Mencfee. 

As  soon  as  Mr.  M.  had  finished  his  remarks, 

Mr.  Pickens  rose,  and  said  he  had  voted  for  the 
resolution  of  Mr.  Fairfield,  under  which  this  in- 
vestigation had  proceeded,  as  a matter  of  courtesy 
to  the  mover,  who  was  the  friend  and  classmate  of 
the  deceased;  and  he  should  do  the  same  on  the  re- 
quest of  any  gentleman.  But,  considering  the 
pressing  state  of  public  affairs,  the  important  ques- 
tions impending  over  this  house,  the j extent  to 
which  this  discussion  has  been  and  may  be  carried, 
and  his  own  decided  opposition  to  any  resolutions 
of  censure  or  expulsion,  he  should  move  to  lay  the 
whole  subject  or:  the  table,  nor  should  any  solici- 
tations, from  any  quarter,  induce  him  to  withdraw 
his  proposition.  And  on  this  motion  Mr.  P.  de- 
manded the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Graves  rose,  and  expressed  the  earnest  hope 
that  the  member  from  South  Carolina  would  not 
thus  interpose  to  prevent  his  being  heard  on  this 
question  before  it  was  disposed  of. 

Mr.  Wise  followed  with  the  same  request,  ap- 
pealing to  the  friendship  of  Mr.  Pickens,  and  to  his 
justice  as  a member  of  that  house,  to  withdraw  his 
motion.  Mr.  Pickens  said  he  was  very  sorry  that 
he  could  not  comply  with  these  requests.  He  would 
do  it  with  much  pleasure,  but  he  could  not,  con 
scientiously. 

The  Yeas  and  nays  were  then  ordered.  Mr. 
Cushing  asked  a call  of  the  house;  which  was  or- 
dered unanimously.  The  call  proceeded,  and  197 
members  were  ascertained  to  be  present. 

Mr.  Legare  moved  to  suspend  further  proceed- 
ings under  the  call.  Ordered.  Mr.  Garland,  of 
La.,  asked  if,  provided  this  motion  prevail,  the  re- 
ports, &c.  would  appear  among  the  printed  docu- 
ments, or  on  the  printed  journal  of  the  house? 
The  Speaker  responded  in  the  negative.  Mr.  M. 
Morris  desired  to  know  whether  the  senate  bill  re- 
ferred to  that  committee  would  be  included  in  this 
motion?  The  Speaker  responded  in  the  negative. 
Messrs.  Robinson,  of  Maine,  and  Kennedy,  ot  Ma- 
ryland, (new  members.)  were,  upon  request,  ex- 
cused from  voting  on  this  question.  Mr.  Elmore 
asked  leave  to  be  excused  also.  Refused.  Mr. 
Jones,  of  Wisconsin,  begged  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  to  withdraw  his  motion.  Mr.  Wise 
said  it  would  be  useless  to  lay  this  question  on  the 
table.  He  should  demand  it,  as  his  privilege,  to 
be  tried  at  the  bar  upon  this  accusation.  The  mo- 


tion of  Mr.  Pickens  was  lost  by  the  following  vote: 
yeas  28,  nays  167. 

The  debate  was  resumed,  and  was  still  going  on 
at  a late  hour;  which  we  shall  notice  hereafter. 

Tuesday,  May  1.  The  Speaker  laid  before  the 
house  a communication  from  the  secretary  ot  war, 
transmitting  information  in  obedience  to  the  reso- 
lution of  the  16th  inst.  relating  to  the  selection  of 
sites  for  military  posts  on  the  western  frontier  of 
Arkansas  and  Missouri. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  presented  a communication  from 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  stating  the  condition 
of  the  treasury  on  the  30th  ult.  by  which  it  appears 
that  the  amount  of  available  means  was  about 

900.000  dollars,  being,  as  Mr.  C.  slated,  about 

600.000  less  than  the  amount  stated  in  a previous 
communication  from  the  secretary,  of  the  28d  ult. 
Mr.  C’s  object  in  submitting  the  communication, 
was  to  show7  the  house  the  urgent  necessity  of  a 
speedy  action  on  the  financial  measure  which  had 
been  reported  by  the  committee  of  ways  and  means. 
The  reduction  of  the  revenue  was  owing  exclu- 
sively to  the  premature  redemption  of  the  treasury 
notes  authorised  to  be  issued  under  the  act  of  Octo- 
ber last. 

The  following  is  a copy  of  the  communication: 
Treasury  Department,  April  30,  1833. 

I transmit  for  the  information  of  the  committee 
of  ways  and  means,  the  enclosed  statement,  marked 
A.,  showing  the  condition  of  the  treasury  on  this 
day,  as  to  its  available  resources. 

I remain,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Levi  Woodbury, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
The  Hon.  C.  C.  Cambreleng, 

C.  C.  ways  and  means,  house  of  rep’s. 

A. 

Amount  of  treasury  notes  issued  up  to  April  28th, 
inclusive,  per  treasurer’s  state- 
ment   $9,423,959  31 

Will  probably  be  issued  30  April  135,000  00 


9,558,959  31 

$10,000,000  00 


Not  issued  on  the  1st  of  May,  ’38, 

about 4-11,040  69 

Treasury  notes  received  for  duties,  lands,  and  in 
payment  of  debts  due  to  the  United  States,  per 
returns  received  at  this  office  up  to  the  30th 
April,  ’38,  about  - - - $5,150,000  00 

Other  funds  available  and  subject  to  draft,  (deduc- 
ting $400,000  in  the  mint,  $590,000  treasury 
funds,)  about  (less  than)  $500,000  00 

A number  of  resolutions  of  enquiry  w’ere  offered, 
after  which  the  house  resumed  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness of  yesterday,  being  the  consideration  of  a mo- 
tion to  recommit  the  consideration  of  the  report  of 
the  select  committee  on  the  late  duel,  with  instruc- 
tions to  report  only  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  dis- 
charging them  from  the  consideration  of  the  ques- 
tion of  a breach  of  privilege,  and  from  the  various 
pelitions  in  relation  to  the  subject. 

The  immediate  question  was  on  a motion  of  Mr. 
Duncan  to  amend  the  instructions  by  striking  out 
the  words  “a  paper  purporting  to  be  the,”  [report 
of  the  committee,]  which  he  considered  as  reflect- 
ing on  the  committee. 

Mr.  A/anis,  (u7ho  had  moved  the  instructions,) 
after  some  explanations  justifying  the  use  of  those 
words,  consented  to  withdraw  them,  and  modified 
his  motion  accordingly.  Mr.  Reed  complained  of 
misrepresentation  in  the  papers  as  though  he  had 
opposed  the  inquiry  at  the  outset,  though  he  had 
voted  for  it,  and  deprecating  a similar  misrepresen- 
tation of  his  vote  in  the  present  case  as  evincing  a 
desire  to  suppress  the  testimony,  which  he  dis- 
claimed, and,  on  the  contrary,  avow:ed  his  desire 
that  it  should  all  appear,  but  at  the  proper  time. 
Mr.  Mercer  demanded  that  the  question  on  the  in- 
structions be  divided,  so  as  to  take  it  first  on  the 
first  part  of  them  separately.  He  was  in  favor  of 
the  first  part  of  the  instructions,  but  opposed  to  the 
latter.  Mr.  Fletcher,  of  Vermont,  moved  an 
amendment  to  the  instructions,  which  he  withdrew 
on  explanations  from  the  chair. 

After  sundry  questions  and  replies  in  relation  to 
questions  of  order,  and  the  effect  of  the  instructions, 
Mr.  Thomas  expressed  his  hope  that  the  house 
would  clearly  indicate  its  wish  as  to  what  the  com- 
mittee should  do  before  it  sent  the  repoit  back, and, 
as  a test  of  the  opinion  of  the  house  on  this  head, 
moved  to  strike  out  the  latter  part  of  the  instruc- 
tions, which  propose  to  discharge  the  committee 
from  the  question  of  a breach  of  privilege,  &c. 
Mr.  Elmore,  expressed  great  satisfaction  at  this 
motion,  as  tending  to  relieve  his  mind  from  embar- 
rassment. Mr.  Pelrikin  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  motion,  and  they  were  ordered.  Mr. 
Adams  opposed  the  motion,  as  tending  rather  to 


perplex  the  committee  than  to  relieve  it  from  em- 
barrassment. Mr.  May  moved  an  adjournment, 
(on  account  of  the  thinness  of  the  house.)  On  this 
motion,  Mr.  Whittlesey  of  Ohio,  demanded  the  yeas 
nays.  Mr.  Rives  suggested  that,  if  the  house  should 
adjourn,  the  amendments,  instructions,  fkc.  might 
be  printed,  30  that  the  house  might  more  clearly 
understand  them.  The  question  was  taken  on  ad- 
journment, and  decided  in  the  negative:  Yeas  7, 
nays  156.  The  question  was  then  taken  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Thomas  to  strike  out  the  latter  part 
of  the  instructions,  and  decided  by  yeas  and  nays 
a3  follows:  Yeas  96,  nays  68. 

So  the  house  refused,  in  effect,  to  discharge  the 
committee  from  further  proceedings  on  the  ques- 
tion of  privilege.  Mr.  Rariden  now  moved  an 
amendmendment,  by  way  of  substitute  for  Mr. 
Adams’’  proposition  of  amendment,  that  the  com- 
mittee re-arrange  their  journal,  so  as  to  show,  in  a 
connected  series,  the  questions  put,  the  answers 
given,  and  what  questions  were  rejected.  On  this 
motion  Mr.  Toucey  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Rariden  consented  to  withdraw  this  amend- 
ment for  the  present,  in  order  to  offer  it  at  a subse- 
quent stage,  after  the  question  of  recommitment 
should  have  been  settled. 

Mr.  Mercer  suggested  to  Mr.  Rariden  to  amend 
his  motion,  when  made,  by  adding  to  the  instruc- 
tions that  the  committee  report  a bill  to  prevent 
duelling  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Elmore  stated  that  the  senate  bill  on  that 
subject  had  been  considered  in  the  committee,  and 
amendments  proposed  to  it,  and  was  ready  to  be 
reported.  Mr.  Toucey  said  he  had  the  bill  on  his 
table  for  the  purpose  of  reporting  it  when  in  order. 
Mr.  Adams  commented  with  severity  on  the  irre- 
gularity of  the  committee's  proceedings,  in  not  no- 
ticing this  bill  on  their  journal;  which  was  the 
principal  thing  prayed  for  in  the  greater  part  of  the 
memorials  referred  to  them.  Mr.  A.  then  accepted 
Mr.  Rariden’s  motion  instructing  the  committee  to 
re-arrange  their  journal,  &c.,  with  the  addition 
proposed  by  Mr.  Mercer,  to  instruct  the  commit- 
tee to  report  a bill  against  duelling  as  a modifica- 
tion of  his  own  motion.  The  question  now,  there- 
fore, was  on  adopting  this  instruction. 

Mr.  Toucey  defended  the  committee.  Their 
journal  applied  only  to  the  investigation  of  the 
causes  and  circumstances  of  the  duel.  This  bill 
was  a separate  matter,  and  there  was  no  propriety 
in  mentioning  it  upon  their  journal.  Mr.  Elmore 
explained  what  the  committee  had  done  in  relation 
to  the  senate’s  bill.  Mr.  Legare  expressed  his  re- 
gret that  Mr.  Adams  should  have  accepted  the  sug- 
gestion ot  Mr.  Mercer;  it  only  went  to  complicate 
the  question,  and  to  propose  a measure  which  must 
be  practically  inefficient  in  suppressing  the  evil  it 
aimed  at.  Mr.  Thomas  opposed  the  instructions  as 
modified. 

Mr.  Bell  then  addressed  the  house,  and  was  de- 
sirous of  entering  on  the  general  subject  of  the 
regularity  of  the  proceedings  of  the  committee, 
and  the  power  of  the  house  in  the  premises;  but, 
after  many  explanations  touching  tire  question  of 
order,  the  chair  persisted  in  the  opinion  that  it  was 
not  in  order  in  the  debate  on  the  motion  for  in- 
structions, to  go  into  those  questions;  and  Mr.  B. 
reserved  his  remarks  for  a future  stage  of  debate. 

Mr.  Chambers  spoke  at  length  in  support  of  the 
instructions,  and  in  the  course  of  his  remarks 
glanced,  with  no  little  severity,  at  the  manner  in 
which  evidence  had  been  taken  in  the  committee. 
The  house,  however,  being  nearly  empty,  (owing, 
as  was  understood,  to  the  horse  races  on  the  neigh- 
boring course,)  he  moved  an  adjournment.  He 
withdrew  the  motion,  however,  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  Sherrod  Williams,  who  moved  a re-consid- 
eration  of  the  vote  by  which  the  house  had  rejected 
the  latter  branch  of  Mr.  Adams’  instructions,  dis- 
charging the  com  mittee  from  the  consideration  of 
the  question  of  breach  of  privilege,  and  from  the 
memorials  on  the  subject  of  the  duel. 

Mr.  Boon  suggesting  that  there  was  no  quorum 
present.  After  some  confusion,  the  chair  counted 
the  house,  and  reported  that  105  members  only 
were  within  the  bar. 

There  being,  therefore,  no  quorum — 

Mr.  Adams  moved  a call  of  the  house.  He  ob- 
served that  as  the  religious  services  of  the  day  were 
probably  nearly  over,  the  house  might  expect  those 
who  had  been  attending  upon  them  soon  to  return  to 
the  public  business. 

Mr.  Chambers  moved  an  adjournment. 

On  this  motion  Mr.  Adams  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays;  which,  being  ordered,  resulted  as  follows 
— Yeas  60,  nays  68.  A quorum  thus  appearing  to 
be  present — 

Mr.  Adams  withdrew  his  motion;  but,  under- 
standing that  the  question  on  reconsideration  must 
be  taken  immediately,  he  renewed  it.  Mr.  McKen- 
r.an  moved  an  adjournment;  but  withdrew  the  mo- 
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tion  on  request  of  Mr.  Toucey,  who,  by  unanimous 
consent  of  the  house,  reported  the  senate’s  bill  lor 
the  suppression  of  duelling  within  the  District  of 
Columbia,  with  amendments,  and  it  was  referred  to 
a committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed.  Mr.  Cambreleng  address- 
ed the  house,  making  some  inquiries  about  the  mo- 
tion to  reconsider;  when  Mr.  McKcnnan  renewed 
his  motion  to  adjourn.  Mr.  Adams  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays.  Mr.  McKennan  withdrew  his  mo- 
tion. Mr.  Yell  proposed  that  the  present  subject 
should  be  postponed  until  to-morrow;  and  that  the 
house,  meanwhile,  take  up  the  army  bill.  Mr. 
Graham  moved  an  adjournment. 

Mr.  Yell  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  thereupon  taken,  and  resulted  in  the  affirma- 
tive— Yeas  78,  nays  56.  So  the  house,  at  three 
o’clock,  adjourned. 

Wednesday , May  2.  By  leave,  Messrs.  Pclrildn 
and  Williams,  of  New  Hampshire,  presented  each  a 
petition,  which  was,  in  each  case,  referred. 

The  unfinished  business  was  then  resumed. 
The  question  was  that  raised  by  Mr.  S.  Williams 
yesterday,  to  reconsider  the  vote  whereby  the  in- 
structions moved  by  Mr.  Adams  were,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Thomas,  stricken  out  from  the  motion  to 
recommit. 

M.  Connor,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  a call  of 
the  house.  Ordered.  One  hundred  and  forty 
members  answered  to  their  names.  The  names  ol 
the  absentees  were  then  called;  one  hundred  and 
seventy-five  members  were  found  to  be  present. 
A motion  was  then  made  to  suspend  further  pro- 
ceedings under  the  call.  Mr.  Wise  hoped  a full 
bench  of  judges  would  be  had  before  deciding  this 
question. 

The  motion  to  suspend  was  lost.  The  doors 
were  closed,  and  the  names  of  the  absentees  were 
called  over. 

The  members  following  were  excused,  for  rea- 
sons given  by  gentlemen  present: 

Messrs.  Bruyn,  Buchanan,  Bynum,  Chaney, 
Evans,  Fillmore,  Grennell,  Clowney,  Garland,  of 
Virginia,  Jackson,  of  New  York,  Lincoln,  Mar- 
vin, Mason,  of  Ohio,  Maxwell,  Palmer,  S.  W. 
Morris,  Philips,  Plummer,  Potter,  Rives,  Shoffer, 
Sheplor,  Snyder,  Poland,  Thompson,  Vail,  Turney, 
J.  L.  Williams,  and  Whittlesey,  of  Con. 

Pending  the  call,  Mr.  Davies,  of  Pennsylvania, 
moved  to  suspend  all  further  proceedings. 

Mr.  Cushman  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays.  Re- 
fused. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Davies  was  lost,  and  the  call 
of  absentees  was  proceeded  in,  and  was  nearly  fi- 
nished, when  Mr.  Reed  moved  to  excuse  all  the  ab- 
sentees, as  every  kind  of  excuse  seemed  to  be  ac- 
cepted. A successlul  motion  was  then  made  to  sus- 
pend the  call,  and  one  hundred  and  eighty  mem- 
bers were  found  to  be  present.  The  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered  on  the  motion  to  reconsider. 

Mr.  Tillinghast  said  he  was  opposed  to  the  re- 
consideration. He  believed  the  vote,  striking  out 
the  second  branch  of  the  instructions,  was  given 
without  misapprehension  as  to  the  effect.  He  was 
not  himself  under  any  misapprehension.  He  be- 
lieved the  second  branch  of  tne  instruction  to  have 
been  unnecessary,  inasmuch  as  the  object  which 
appeared  to  be  intended  by  it  was  fully  attained  by 
the  first  branch,  which  instructs  the  committee  to 
report  the  evidence,  journal,  &c.  only.  A report, 
according  to  and  under  this  instruction,  will  be  a 
full  performance  of  the  duty  originally  imposed 
upon  the  committee  as  well  in  relation  to  the  in- 
quiry whether  there  has  been  a breach  of  privileges 
as  to  other  facts.  When  they  have  taken  and  re- 
ported the  evidence  respecting  a breach  ofprivilege, 
according  to  the  instructions  of  the  house,  they  will 
have  fulfilled  the  duty  of  inquiry  as  to  that/  But 
he  also  thought  that  the  second  branch,  if  retained, 
would  be  inconsistent  with  the  real  intention  of  the 
house.  A part  of  the  evidence  which  the  house 
intends  to  instruct  the  committee  to  report  would 
be  evidence  taken  with  a view  to  the  inquiry  as 
to  breach  of  privilege.  By  discharging  the  com- 
mittee from  that  branch  of  the  inquiry,  the  authori- 
ty for  taking  and  reporting  such  evidence,  and  the 
foundation  on  which  it  rested,  would  be  removed. 
He  was  against  impairing  the  original  resolutions 
appointing  the  committee.  Therefore  he  had  voted 
for  striking  out  the  second  branch  of  them,  and  was 
against  a reconsideration. 

Mr.  Mercer  took  the  ground  that  the  committee 
were  funcli  officio  now  that  they  had  reported  on  all 
the  points  referred  to  them;  and  would  be  bound 
only  by  any  further  instructions  that  might  be  gi- 
ven them. 

Mr.  Pope  thought  not.  The  report  of  the  com- 
mittee had  not  been  yet  received;  and  it  was  pro- 
posed to  return  their  report  to  them.  The  original 
resolutions  would  therefore  be  in  full  force  unless 
altered  or  rescinded. 


Mr.  McKennan  said  that  it  was  his  intention, 
when  in  order  to  present  an  amendment  to  the  pro- 
position of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
which  he  hoped  would  challenge  the  approbation 
of  a large  majority  of  the  house,  and  would  put  a 
termination  to  this  protracted  discussion.  He  asked 
that  it  might  be  read  for  information.  It  was  as 
follows: 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  commitlc  raised 
by  the  resolution  of  the  28th  February,  1838,  and  the 
evidence  and  other  papers  which  accompany  said  re- 
port, be  recommitted  to  the  committee  with  instruc- 
tions to  report  nothing  more  than  the  evidence  by  them 
taken,  and  such  part  of  the  journal  as  will  show  the 
evidence  which  may  have  been  offered  by  any  party 
and  excluded  by  the  committee. 

2.  Resolved,  That  in  consideration  that  this  house 
has  not  heretofore  proceeded  against  any  one  concerned 
in  the  numerous  duels  which  have  occurred  on  ac- 
count of  words  spoken  in  debate,  it  may  not  nppear 
just  to  pursue  the  parties  implicated  in  this  instance, 
until  notice  shall  be  given  that  this  house  designs  to 
maintain  its  privileges  in  like  cases;  and  that  the  omis- 
sion in  this  instance  to  enforce  the  undoubted  rights 
and  duties  of  this  house  may  not  hereafter  be  consid- 
ered as  a precedent,  it  is  hereby  declared  that  the  chal- 
lenge of  a member  of  this  house  for  words  spoken  in 
debate  is  a violation  of  its  privileges;  and  whenever 
hereafter  any  such  breach  of  privilege  shall  be 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  house  by  one  of  its  mem- 
bers, it  will,  in  the  judgment  of  this  house,  be  its  duty 
to  punish  such  oflence. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  committee  be  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  resolution  and  memo- 
rials to  them  referred,  except  as  ordered  by  the  first 
reso'ution. 

Mr.  Adams,  obtained  the  floor  before  the  propo- 
sition was  offered;  and,  after  lie  closed  his  remarks, 
Mr.  McKennan  said  that  in  giving  nolice  of  the 
amendment  he  wished  to  offer  he  had  hoped  that 
the  house  would  be  able  to  meet  on  some  middle 
ground,  and  put  an  end  to  this  unpleasant  affair  in 
a satisfactory  manner  without  further  discussion, 
and  without  doing  injustice.  He  had  not  the 
slightest  wish  to  embarrass  the  proceeding,  or  to 
widen  the  door  of  discussion.  The  subject  on  the 
preliminary  question  had  been,  he  thought,  dis- 
cussed long  enough  iri  all  conscience,  and  he  did 
not  want  to  protract  it.  The  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, and  others,  seemed  to  think  that  his 
proposition,  if  offered,  would  open  the  subject  to 
debate  in  all  its  bearings,  and  its  widest  range;  and, 
as  it  was  not  his  wish  to  embarrass  or  to  delay  the 
action  of  the  house,  he  would  not,  at  this  time, 
persist  in  offering  his  amendment. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Adams  to  recommit  the  report  with  instruc- 
tions. The  debate  was  continued  by  Messrs.  Adams. 
Thomas,  and  Boon,  (whose  observations  will  be 
given  hereafter.)  Mr.  Murray  moved  to  lay  the 
whole  subject  on  the  table.  Mr.  Polls  demanded 
the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered;  and  the 
motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  negatived  by  the 
f'ollowig  vote:  Yeas  47,  nays  124.  The  question 
then  recurred  on  Mr.  Sherrod  Williams’  motion  to 
reconsider  the  vote  on  striking  out  part  of  the  pro- 
posed instructions;  and  the  debate  was  further  con- 
tinued by  Mr.  Elmore,  (whose  remarks  will  be 
given  hereafter.)  The  question  on  the  motion  to 
reconsider  was  decided  as  follows:  Yeas  82,  nays  90. 

So,  the  house  refused  to  reconsider;  and  the  ques- 
tion recurred  upon  striking  out  the  other  part  of  the 
instructions,  viz.  to  arrange  the  journal,  and  to  re- 
port without  comments  or  arguments.  Which 
proposition  was  negatived  by  the  following  vote: 
Yeas  82,  nays  93.  The  question  recurred  upon  the 
motion  to  recommit  with  instructions.  Mr.  Fletch- 
er, of  Vt.,  renewed  his  motion  of  yesterday,  as 
an  amendment,  with  regard  to  the  reference  of  the 
petitions  and  memorials  on  the  subject  of  the  late 
duel  to  the  select  committee;  and  on  this  he  asked 
the  yeas  and  nays.  Ordered.  Mr.  F.  moved  an 
amendment,  referring,  also,  to  the  committee  all 
the  petitions  upon  the  subject  ol  the  late  duel, 
with  instructions  to  report  thereon.  Mr.  Slade 
moved  an  amendment  to  this  amendment,  which 
did  not  prevail.  After  some  remarks  in  favor  of 
his  amendment,  and  in  opposition  thereto,  by 
Messrs.  Adams  and  Slaile,  the  amendment  was  de- 
cided as  follows — Yeas  89,  nays86.  So  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Fletcher  was  adopted.  Mr.  Loomis 
moved  an  amendment,  the  effect  of  which  is  to 
give  to  the  committee  instructions  to  report  argu- 
ments and  comments  on  the  breach  of  privilege. 
This  motion  wms  discussed  by  Messrs.  Loomis, 
Naylor,  and  Lcgare.  Mr.  Fairfield  called  for  and 
obtained  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  amendment. — 
Mr.  Legare,  alluding  to  the  thinness  of  the  house, 
and  the  attempt  now  made  to  reverse  its  former  ac- 
tion, in  the  known  absence  of  many  of  its  mem- 
bers, moved  an  adjournment.  Mr.  Cambreleng 
demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered; 
and  the  house  refused  to  adjourn,  (at  4 o’clock,) 
by  a vote  of  88  yeas  to  97  nays. 


Mr.  Reed  moved  to  amend  Mr.  L.’s  amendment 
so  far  as  to  instruct  the  committee  to  report  spe- 
cially, if  any  member  shall  prove  to  be  involved, 
without  proceeding  against  him.  This  proposition 
was  debated  by  Mr.  Reed,  and  then  Mr.  Mallory, 
moved  an  adjournment.  Mr.  Grant  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered;  and  the  house 
refused  to  adjourn,  (at  half  past  4 o’clock,)  by  a 
vote  of  88  yeas  to  88  nays.  The  chair  voted  in 
the  negative.  Mr.  Sherrod  Williams  moved  a call 
of  the  house;  and  on  that  motion, 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  the 
yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Russell  moved  that  the  house  adjourn;  and 
on  that  motion, 

Mr.  Hoffman  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  ordered;  and  the  house  refused  to  adjourn,  (at 
5 o’clock,)  by  a vote  of  88  yeas  to  97  nays. 

The  vote  upon  the  motion  of  Mr.  Sherrod  Wil- 
liams, that  there  be  a call  of  the  house,  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative,  by  a vote  of  74  yeas  to  99 
nays.  Mr.  Mitchell  moved  that  the  house  adjourn; 
which  motion  (at  20  minutes  past  5 o’clock)  pre- 
vailed. 

And  the  house  adjourned. 

Thursday,  May  3.  Mr.  Bell  asked  leave  to  move 
that,  when  the  house  adjourn  to-day  it  adjourn  to 
.Monday,  and  stated  that  that  space  of  time  would 
be  required  to  dense  the  hall,  take  up  the  carpets, 
and  put  the  house  upon  the  usual  summer  estab- 
lishment. 

Objection  being  made,  he  moved  a suspension  of 
the  rules  to  allow  him  to  make  this  motion. 

Mr.  Montgomery  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
but  the  house  refused  to  order  them,  and  the  ruffs 
were  suspended  by  a vote  of  more  than  the  neces- 
sary two  thirds  of  the  members  present. 

The  motion  for  an  adjournment  over  having  been 
made,  Mr.  Cambreleng  said  he  was  reluctant  to  op- 
pose it,  arid  would  not  do  so  if  it  should  be  passed 
with  the  express  understanding  that  the  house  on 
Monday  would  take  up  the  public  business. 

Mr.  Wise  gave  notice  to  all  the  house  that  he 
would  consent  to  no  such  pledge,  express  or  impli- 
ed; and  if  the  house  passed  from  the  consideration  of 
the  business  immediately  before  it  for  any  purpose 
whatever,  it  would  be  without  his  consent. 

The  adjournment  over  to  Monday  was  agreed  to. 

Mr  .Bell  then  moved,  that  the  house  adjourn,  but 
withdrew  his  motion  at  the  request  of 

The  Speaker  who  laid  before  the  house  the  fol- 
lowing executive  communications: 

To  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I herewith  transmit  to  the  house  of  representa- 
tives a report  from  the  secretary  of  state,  in  answer 
to  that  part  of  their  resolution  of  the  19th  ultimo 
requesting  the  communication  of  all  correspon- 
dence with  any  foreign  government  in  regaidto  the 
title  or  occupation  of  the  territory  of  the  United 
States  beyond  the  Rocky  mountains. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 

Washington,  April  30,  1838. 

Mr.  Cushing  moved  that  the  consideration  of  this 
message  be  postponed  until  this  day  week,  and  that 
it  be  printed.  Agreed  to. 

To  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I transmit  herewith  a report  and  accompanying 
documents  from  the  acting  secretary  of  war,  which 
contains  the  information  required  by  the  resolution 
of  the  16th  ulf.,  respecting  the  officers  of  the  corps 
of  engineers,  the  works  upon  which  they  were  en- 
gaged during  the  last  year,  and  the  other  matters 
embraced  in  the  resolution. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 

Washington,  May  1,  1838. 

This  message  was  laid  on  the  table. 

To  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United  States: 

The  report  of  the  secretary  of  state,  transmitted 
by  me  to  tile  house  of  representives,  in  compliance 
with  their  resolution  of  the  16th  ultimo,  respecting 
an  attack  alleged  to  have  been  made  by  a Mexican 
armed  vessel  upon  an  American  steamboat,  having 
stated  that  no  information  on  the  subject  had  at 
that  time  reached  the  department,  I now  transmit 
another  report  from  the  same  officer,  communicat- 
ing a copy  of  a note  from  the  Mexican  minister, 
with  an  accompanying  document,  in  reference  to 
the  act  alluded  to,  which  have  been  received  at  the 
department  since  the  date  of  the  former  report. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 

Washington,  May  2,  1838. 

Mr.  Martinez  to  Mr.  Forsyth, 
[translation.] 

To  the  hon.  John  Forsyth, 

Secretary  of  the  stale  of  the  United  States. 
Mexican  Legislation,  New  Orleans,  April  20,  1838. 

Sir:  Whilst  the  notices  of  an  insult  pretended  to 
have  been  committed  against  the  flag  of  the  United 
States  in  the  waters  of  Texas,  by  the  Mexican 
brig  of  war  Inturbide,  were  confined  to  the  public 
newspapers,  and  I had  no  documents  by  means  of 
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which  I could  repel  the  calumny,  L abstained  from 
addressing  you  on  the  subject.  But  as,  according 
to  the  papers,  the  attention  of  the  honorable  cham- 
ber of  senators  of  the  congress  of  the  union  has 
been  directed  towards  the  charges  published  a- 
gainst  Mexico,  by  the  passengers  of  the  steamboat 
Columbia,  and  lam  in  possession  of  an  official 
statement  from  the  commander  of  the  said  brig,  re- 
lating to  the  occurrence  with  the  said  boat,  I have 
the  honor  to  send  you,  sir,  the  annexed  extract  from 
that  document,  with  the  hope  that  you  will  submit 
it  to  l he  notice  of  his  excellency  the  president. 
The  captain  of  the  Columbia,  and  the  captain  of 
the  Iturbide,  as  will  be  here  seen,  provoked  the  at- 
tack to  which  this  note  refers,  and  the  former 
shouln,  therefore,  be  responsible  for  the  result, 
whatever  it  may  be. 

Permit  me,  sir,  to  repeat  to  you  the  assurance  of 
my  distinguished  consideration. 

FRANCISCO  PIZARRO  MARTINEZ. 

[Translation  of  the  enclosure.] 

Extract  from  the  official  communication  of  the  com- 
mander of  the  Mexican  brig  of  war  Iturbide,  re- 
specting her  encounter  with  the  steamboat  Colum- 
bia-. 

To  the  Commandant  General 

of  the  Mexican  squadron. 

Brig  Iturbide,  under  sail  in  lat.  29  deg.  6 min., 
long.  88  deg.  43  min.  west  of  Cadiz,  5 o'clock  in 
the  afternoon  of  this  d.aij,  March'21,  1838. 

At  the  moment  when  you,  sir,  announced,  by 
your  signals,  that  you  saw  sails  in  the  third  quar- 
ter, I made  out  the  vessel  to  be  a steamboat,  coming 
from  the  north;  and  I discovered  that  she  was  not 
the  same  to  which  we  had  given  chase  this  morning, 
and  which  was,  apparently  on  her  way  to  Brazoria, 
as  this  boat  has  two  chimneys,  and  the  other  only 
one.  As  soon  as  you  gave  the  signal  for  chase 
with  all  speed,  and  without  our  closing, 
(?  sin  sujecion  a formation,)  I endeavored,  by  a 
press  of  sail,  to  cut  her  o;f,  steering  southeast, 
clearing  away  to  b 1 ready  for  action,  and  taking  the 
other  precautions;  but,  on  seeing  that  she  was  bear- 
ing dou.:.  on  mj  starboard  bow,  I ordered  all  my  men 
to  take  their  proper  fire  and  cutting  arms,  to  be 
ready  for  an  attempt  to  board.  While  we  were 
thus  sailing  towards  each  other,  as  you  saw,  our 
distance  was  necessarily  becoming  less;  and  seeing 
that  her  stern  flag  was  that  of  the  United  States,  1 
hoisted  mine  with  a pendant,  and  fired  a gun  with- 
out bait.  1 dewed  up  my  mainsail,  in  order  that  she 
should  slop  her  engine  for  me  to  examine  her;  but 
this  was  not  done;  and  as,  on  the  contrary,  her 
movements  towards  me  were  very  suspicious,  I ordert  d 
another  gun  to  be  fired,  with  ball,  in  a direction  very 
wide  of  [he  steamboat;  which  was  done  as  a notice 
for  her  to  stop.  Instead  of  doing  so,  however,  she 
continued  on  her  course,  as  if  with  a view  of  gelling 
past  me  to  leeward.  When  1 got  within  speaking 
distance,  I hailed  her  three  times,  with  a trumpet, 
and  she  did  not  deign  to  give  any  reply  to  either 
call.  On  the  fourth  call,  an  individual  answered, 
loading  me  with  abuse,  and  telling  me,  that  if  1 wan- 
ted to  see  his  papers,  I should  come  on  board  his  boat. 
All  this  was  spoken  without  the  speaking-tru  mpet; 
and,  although  he  was  called  on  to  stop,  in  order  that 
his  papers  and  his  boat  should  be  visited,  he  did 
not  do  so;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  continued  to  in- 
sult my  political  insignia  bj  the  grossest  obsccncties 
and  language. 

In  (sonsequence  of  these  proceedings,  I fired  two 
cannon,  and  three  muskets,  not  aimedut  the  steamer, 
for  the  purpose  of  intimidating  her,  but  that  she 
should  do  as  required.  She,  however  took  no  notice 
of  it,  but  continued  on  hpr  way,  letting  o If  her  steam, 
which  was  very  high,  so  near  me  that  the  ashes 
and  some  warm  water  fell  on  board  my  vessel.  - 
God  and  liberty! 

This  message  was  referred  to  the  committee  on 
foreign  affairs. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  house  a letter 
from  the  secretary  of  war,  transmitting  a report 
from  the  second  auditor  of  accounts  of  persons 
charged  with  the  disbursement  of  money,  goods, 
&c.  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians  for  the  year  end- 
ing September  30,  1837.  Laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  from  the  senate,  to  provide  for  the  secu- 
rity and  protection  ol  the  emigrant  and  other  In- 
dians west  of  thestates  of  Arkansas  and  Missouri, 
was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  committee  on 
Indian  affairs. 

The  bill  from  the  senate,  to  grant  to  the  stale 
anti  incorporated  companies  engaged  in  the  con- 
struction of  roads  and  canals  the  right  of  way  through 
the  public  lands  of  the  United  States,  was  twice  read, 
ami  referred  to  (he  committee  on  public  lands. 

Mr.  J.  Q.  Adams,  from  the  committee  on  manu- 
factures, to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
senate  to  refund  to  the  Georgia  railroad  and  hank- 
ing company  certain  duties  paid  upon  railroad  iron, 


reported  the  bill  to  the  house  without  amendment.  It 
was  then  committed  to  the  committee  of  the  whole 
on  the  state  of  the  union. 

Mr.  J.  L.  Williams  presented  a petition. 

Mr.  Belt  then  renewed  his  motion;  the  house  re- 
fused the  yeas  and  nays,  and  it  was  carried,  where- 
upon, the  house  adjourned  to  Monday. 


AWFUL  FIRE  IN  CHARLESTON! 

Office  of  the  Augusta  Chronicle,  ) 
April  28,  6 o’cclock.,  P.  M.  3 

We  learn  with  the  deepest  regret,  by  passengers 
from  Charleston,  who  arrived  here  this  evening  by 
the  Carolina  railroad,  that  the  city  of  Charleston 
has  been  visited  by  one  of  the  most  awful  and  de- 
structive fires  that  has  ever  visited  any  city  in  the 
United  States.  One  third  of  the  city  was  laid  in 
ashes  at  the  departure  of  the  cars  this  morning  at 
six  o’clock,  and  the  fire  ivas  raging  as  if  it  would 
consume  at  least  one-third  more. 

The  fire  broke  out  last  night  at  a quarter  past 
eight  o’clock,  in  a paint  store,  on  the  western  side 
of  King  street,  corner  of  Beresford  street.  The 
wind  blowing  strongly  from  the  southwest,  blew 
the  flames  diagonally  across  King  street,  and  at  the 
time  of  the  departure  of  the  cars  the  whole  section 
of  tlie  city  above  B iresford  street,  up  to  society 
street,  and  east  of  King  street,  to  the  bay,  was 
burnt  down  or  burning.  From  Beresford  to  Society 
are  four  streets — from  King  street  to  the  bay  about 
as  many,  or  perhaps  more.  The  fire  had  also  ex- 
tended lour  or  five  blocks  west  of  King  street,  and 
was  still  progressing  with  terrific  rapidity  up  that 
street  in  the  direction  of  Boundary  street,  when 
the  cars  left.  Our  informant  believes  it  impossible 
to  calculate  what  will  be  the  ultimate  extent  of  the 
fire,  as  it  seemed  in  no  way  checked  at  6 o’clock 
this  morning. 

Among  the  buildings  consumed  are  a number  of 
churches,  the  new  theatre,  the  splendid  new  hotel 
recently  erected,  and  the  whole  market,  except  the 
fish  market.  Nearly  all  the  large  merchants,  in  the 
centre  of  business,  on  King  street,  were  burnt  out, 
among  them,  Parish,  Wiley  Ik.  Co..  G.  H.  Kelsey 
& Co.,  Boream  & Co.,  and  all  in  that  neighborhood, 
and  the  large  storehouse  of  Miller,  Ripley,  & Co. 
on  the  corner  of  King  and  Society  streets,  was 
catching  the  flames  when  onr  informant  left.  The 
Merchants’ hotel,  formerly  Miot’s,  had  not  caugnt, 
but  it  was  believed  to  be  impossible  to  save  it.  At 
Norris’  hotel,  still  higher  up  King  street,  and  on 
ti>e  west  side,  they  had  removed  all  the  furniture 
and  bedding,  in  almost  certain  anticipation  of  being 
burnt  out. 

A large  number  of  houses  had  been  blown  up, 
to  no  purpose.  All  the  powder  in  the  city  was  ex- 
haust'd, and  all  the  water  in  the  pumps:  the  peo- 
ple, wearied  with  a whole  night’s  incessant  and  un- 
availing toil,  found  themselves,  this.,  morning,  able 
to  make  but  a feeble  resistance  to  the  still  raging 
and  devouring  flames.  A number  of  persons  had 
been  killed  by  the  blowing  up  of  houses  and  throw- 
ing furniture  into  the  streets.  Tile  steamboat  Nep- 
tune, lying  in  the  bay,  caught  on  fire,  but  it  was 
fortunately  extinguished. 

The  trunks  directed  to  this  office  and  to  the  con- 
stitutionalist office,  from  the  newspaper  offices  in 
Charleston,  failed  to  come  this  evening,  as  we  pre- 
sume no. papers  were  printed  there  last  night;  and 
as  the  regular  mail  was  closed  last  night  before  the 
fire  broke  out,  no  other  information  has  been  re- 
ceived here  than  that  from  passengers,  which  is  ne- 
cessarily limited  as  to  particulars. 

This  is  indeed  a mournful  catastrophe!  A flourish- 
ing city  laid  in  ashes,  her  people  burnt  out  of  home 
and  substance,  and  millions  of  property  destroyed 
in  a single  night!  The  insurance  companies  ol 
Charleston,  we  learn,  are  of  small  capitals,  and  will 
every  one,  no  doubt,  be  rumen,  and  still  be  unable 
to  make  good  but  a small  portion  of  the  losses. 
Hundreds  of  families  must  be  utterly  ruined  by  this 
general  calamity.  Years  cannot  make  Charleston 
what  si’.e  was. 

P.  S.  Since  the  above  was  written,  we  have  been 
shown  a letter  lrorn  Charleston,  closed  a little  before 
4 o’clock  this  morning,  and  brought  up  by  a pas- 
senger, which  confirms  all  the  important  facts  stat- 
ed above.  It  also  states  that  the  rigging  of  many 
of  the  vessels  lying  at  the  wharves  had  been  burnt'. 

Later.  It  appears  from  slips  received  from  the 
offices  of  the  Charleston  Courier  and  Patriot,  which 
fortunately  escaped  destruction,  that  the  fire  began 
about  nine  o’clock  on  the  night  of  Friday,  April 
27th,  and  was  not  checked  until  about  noon  on  the 
next  day,  having  raged  with  great  fury  for  fifteen 
hours. 

The  number  of  houses  burnt  is  stated  in  these 
slips  (which  come  down  to  5 o’clock  on  Saturday) 
at  one  thousand.  We  add  a few  of  the  particulars 


from  the  necessarily  hurried  statements  which  they 
contain  : 

“ The  whole  area,  with  the  exception  of  a few 
houses  from  St.  Philip  street  to  the  waters  of  Coo- 
per river,  bounded  by  Hasell  and  Society  streets,  is 
swept  through,  as  by  an  avalanche,  leaving  nothing 
but  bare  and  blackened  chimneys. 

“The  fire  was  arrestsd  in  all  quarters  about  12 
o’clock  M.  having  burnt  lor  15  hours  unremittingly.” 

From  the  Cincinnati  Whig — Extra. 

Wednesday  night,  8 o'clock,  ) 
April  25. h,  1833.  ] 

AWFUL  STEAMBOAT  ACCIDENT. 

It  becomes  again  our  painful  duty  to  record  one  of 
the  most  awful  and  destructive  occurrences  known  in 
the  terrible  and  fatal  catalogue  of  steamboat  disasters. 

This  afternoon  about  six  o’clock,  the  new  and  ele- 
gant steamboat  Moselle,  captain  Perkin,  left  the  wharf 
of  this  city — full  of  passengers — for  Louisville  and  St. 
Louis,  with  a view  of  taking  a family  on  board  at  Ful- 
ton, about  a mile  and  a half  above  the  quay,  proceeded 
up  the  river,  and  made  fast  to  a lumber  raft  for  that 
purpose.  Here  the  family  was  taken  on  board,  and 
during  the  whole  time  of  the  detention,  the  captain 
was  holding  op  to  all  the  steam  that  he  could  create, 
with  an  intention  of  showing  off  to  the  best  advantage 
the  great  speed  of  the  boat  as  she  passed  down  the 
whole  length  of  the  city.  The  Moselle  was  a new 
brag  boat,  and  had  recently  made  several  exceedingly 
quick  trips  to  and  from  this  place. 

Soon  as  the  family  were  taken  on  board  from  the 
raft,  the  boat  shoved  off,  and  at  the  very  moment  her 
wheels  made  the  first  revolution,  her  boilers  burst  with 
a most  awful  and  astounding  noise  equal  to  the  most 
violent  clap  of  thunder.  The  explosion  was  destruc- 
tive and  heart-rending  in  the  extreme,  as  vve  are  as- 
sured by  a gentleman,  who  was  sitting  on  his  horse  on 
the  shore,  waiting  to  see  the  boat  start.  Heads,  limbs, 
bodies  and  blood,  was  seen  flying  through  the  air  in 
every  direction,  attended  by  the  most  horrible  shrieks 
and  groans  from  the  wounded  and  the  dying.  The 
boat,  at  the  moment  of  the  accident,  was  about  thirty 
feet  from  the  shore,  and  was  rendered  a perfect  wreck. 
She  seemed  to  be  torn  all  to  flinders  as  far  back  as  the 
gentlemen’s  cabin,  and  her  hurricane  deck  (the  whole 
length)  was  entirely  swept  away.  The  boat  imme- 
diately began  to  sink  rapidly  and  float,  with  a strong 
current  down  the  river,  at  the  same  time  getting  farther 
from  the  shore. 

The  captain  was  thrown  bv  the  explosion  entire'y 
into  the  street,  and  was  picked  up  dead  and  dreadfully 
mangled.  Another  man  was  thrown  entirely  through 
the  roof  of  one  of  the  neighboring  houses,  and  limbs  and 
fragments  of  bodies  scattered  about  the  river  and  shore 
in  heart-rending  profusion.  Soon  as  the  boat  was  dis- 
covered to  be  rapidly  sinking,  the  passengers  who  re- 
mained unhurt  in  the  gentlemen’s  and  ladies’  cabins, 
became  panic  struck,  and  with  a fatuity  unaccountable 
jumped  into  the  river.  Being  above  the  ordinary  busi- 
ness parts  of  the  city,  there  were  no  boats  at  hand  except 
a few  large  ami  unmanageable  wood  flats,  which  were 
carried  to  the  relief  of  the  sufferers  as  soon  as  possible, 
by  the  few  persons  o o the  shore.  Many  were  drown- 
ed, however,  before  they  could  be  rescued  from  a wa- 
tbry  grave,  and  many  sunk  who  were  not  seen  after- 
ward. 

We  are  told  that  one  little  boy  on  shore  was  seen 
wringing  his  hands  it;  agony,  imploring  those  present  to 
save  his  father,  mother,  and  three  sisters,  all  of  whom 
wore  struggling  in  the  wafer  to"  gain  the  shore,  but 
whom  the  little  fellow  had  the  misfortune  to  see  perish 
one  by  one  almost  withtri  his  reach.  An  infant  child 
belonging  to  this  family,  was  picked  up  alive,  floating 
dow  . the  river  on  one  of  the  fragments  of  the  hurricane 
deck. 

Dr.  Wilson  Hughey,  of  the  U.  S.  army,  and  brother- 
in-law  to  our  estimable  fellow-citizen,  William  P. 
Hughes,  of  the  Peart  street  house,  is  doubtless  among 
th o slain,  as  he  wa3  liovvn  to  have  been  on  boat'd,  and 
so.ne  peices  of  the  military  coat  he  had  on  were  picked 
up  among  the  fragments. 

Mr.  Powell,  a highly  respectable  grocery  merchant, 
of  Louisville,  and  broflier-in-law  of  Mr.  Wilson  Mc- 
Grew,  of  this  city,  is  also  supposed  to  be  lost,  as  he  was 
on  board,  and  no  tidings.have  since  been  heard  of  him, 
notwithstanding  the  active  inquiries  of’  his  friends. 

We  are  unable,  as  yet,  to  particularize  any  other  per- 
son lost,  as  the  boat  sunk  in  about,  fifteen  minutes  after 
the  accident,  leaving  nothing  to  be  seen  but  her  chim- 
neys and  a small  portion  of  her  upper  works,  and  also 
as  a scene  of  distress  and  confusion  immediately  ensu- 
ed that  altogether  bafles  description.  Most  of  the  suf- 
ferers are  among  the  hands  of  the  boat,  and  the  steer- 
age passengers. 

It  is  supposed  that  there  were  about  two  hundred  per- 
sons on  board,  of  which  number  only  from  fifty  to  se- 
venty-five are  believed  to  have  escaped,  making  the  es- 
timate loss  of  lives  about  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  ! ! 
O,  tale  of  woe! 

The  accident  unquestionably  occurred  through  sheer 
imprudence  and  carelessness.  The  captain  of  the  boat 
was  desirous  of  showing  off  her  great  speed  as  she 
pissed  the-cify,  and  to  overtake  and  pass  another  boat 
which  had  left  the  wharf  for  Louisville  a short  time  be- 
fore him.  Dearly  has  he  paid  for  his  silly  ambition. 
The  clerk  of  the  boat,  we  understand,  escaped  unhurt. 
These  are  all  the  particulars  we  have  yet  been  able  to 
learn  In  to-morrow’s  Whig  we  shall  no  doubt  be  able 
to  give  the  names  of  many  others  who  have  been  lost  or 
killed. 
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85" The  Mexican  portshave  been  declared  to  be  under 
blockade  by  the  commander  of  the  French  Heel  on  that 
coast,  in  consequence  of  the  refusal  of  the  Mexican  go- 
vernment to  pay  the  indemnity  under  the  late  treaty. 
See  page  163. 

iKrln  page  175  we  have  inserted  a communication 
from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  exhibiting  the  con- 
dition of  his  department,  which  requires  immediate  aid 
to  enable  it  to  preserve  the  public  credit. 

J Mr.  Alexandre  de  Bodiscoe  was  presented  to  the 
president  by  the  secretary  of  state  on  Saturday  last, 
the  5:h  inst.,  as  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  pleni- 
potentiary of  his  majesty  the  emperor  of  Russsia. 

Don  Angel  Calderon  de  las  Barca,  whose  func 
tions  as  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary from  the  queen  of  Spain  to  the  United  States 
were  temporarily  interrupted,  has  returned  to  discharge 
the  duties  of  that  station  at  the  seat  of  government. 

Death  of  Mr.  Lawler  of  Alabama.  It  is  our  pain- 
ful duty  to  notice  the  death  of  another  member  of  con- 
gress. The  hon.  Joab  Lawler,  of  Ala.,  died  at  his 
lodgings  in  this  city  on  Monday  morning  last,  after  a 
few  days  illness,  of  bilious  pleurisy.  He  was  one  of 
the  most  estimable  and  amiable  men  that  ever  sat’ with- 
in the  walls  of  the  capitol,  and  commanded  the  respect 
and  esteem  of  all  who  knew  him.  Modest  and  unas- 
suming, yet  conscientious  and  firm,  he  discharged  his 
public  duties  with  patriotic  devotion  and  enlightened 
zeal,  and  in  private  life-  his  actions  were  marked  by 
strict  integrity  and  honor.  He  richly  merited  the  con- 
fidence ofhis  constituents,  who,  with  his  associates  in 
congress,  will  long  lament  his  loss.  He  was  buried  on 
Wednesday  last  with  the  usual  honors,  for  an  account 
of  which  see  a subsequent  page. 

New  York  common  council.  The  new  boards  of  al- 
dermen were  organized  on  Tuesday.  Alderman  Ben- 
son (whig)  was  elected  president  of  the  board  of  aider- 
men,  by  a vote  of  9 to  8,  and  Caleb  S.  Woodhull  (Whig; 
president  ot  the  board  of  assistants  by  a similar  vote. 

Virginia.  There  is  still  some  doubt  about  the  result 
in  Mr.  Puron’-  district.  Jr  is  now  reported  that  Mr. 
Banks  received -a  majority  of  votes,  but  that  the  certifi- 
cate was  given  to  Mr.  Slaughter  in  consequence  of  the 
informal  manner  in  which  the  election  was  held  in  one 
of  the  counties.  Mr.  Slaughter,  it  is  said,  will  not 
take  his  seat,  but  refer  the  matter  to  the  people  for 
another  trial. 

The  most  recent  intelligence  as  to  the  result  of  the 
delegate  election  is  contained  in  the  following  from  the 
“Richmond  Enquirer”  of  yesterday. 

“The  whigs  have  carried  69  delegates,  and  the 

friends  of  the  administration  56 — and  1 (the  delegate 

of  Morgan)  unknown.  From  the  56  deduct  the  dele- 
gate of  Ki  lg  George,  who  has  resigned,  and  the  heat 
is  to  be  tried  over  again — and  it  leaves  the  republicans 
55  delegates. 

The  following  counties  are  yet  to  be  heard  from — 
which  were  represented  as  follows  in  the  last  session: 
Whig.  Van  Buren. 

Braxton  and  Lewis,  Lee, 

Fayette  and  Nicholas,  Logan, 

Henry— 3 Patrick, 

Preston, 

Randolph — 5. 

The  whigs  may  carry  Patrick  and  Randolph— with- 
out these,  they  will  have  72  to  60—12  majority— with 
them,  it  will  stand  74  to  58 — and  2 yet  to  be  ascer- 
tained, viz:  the  delegate  from  Morgan,  and  the  election 
of  King  George  to  be  run  over  again. 

We  have  a majority  of  twelve  in  the  senate.  If  the 
whigs  gain  no  more,  and  if  we  allow  one  for  Morgan 
and  Stafford  to  each  party,  the  joint  vo'e  will  be  tied. 
If  they  gain  both  Patrick  and  Randolph,  they  will  have 
a majority  of  four  on  joint  vote.” 

Mississippi.  Returns  from  25  counties,  give  the  fol- 
lowing vote:  Prentiss,  (whig,)  9,973;  Word,  (whig,) 
9,686:  Claiborne,  (administration)  8,002;  Davis,  (ad- 
ministration) 7,083.  Twenty-one  counties  remain  to 
be  heard  from,  which  will  make  the  whig  majority  for 
the  state  about  2,000. 

Texas.  The  following  resolution  has  been  reported 
by  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs  to  the  senate  of 
Texas.  It  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  but  an 
opinion  is  expressed  that  it  will  pass  that  body. 

Be  it  resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representa- 
tives of  the  republic  of  Texas  in  congress  assembled,  That 
the  president  be,  and  he  is  hereby  instructed,  to  cause 
the  proposition  heretofore  made  by  this  government  to 
the  government  of  the  United  Sta'es,  for  the  annexa- 
tion  of  Texas,  to  be  Respectfully  and  unconditionally 
withdrawn,  and  thus  in  the  most  decisive  manner,  re- 
fer thp  people  of  Texas,  for  all  the  future  good  they  mav 
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hope  to  receive  or  enjoy,  of  social  security,  to  their  own 
independent  and  manly  energies. 

The  New  Orleans  Bulletin  of  the  1st  instant  states 
that  despatches  had  been  received  by  the  collector  of 
that  port  from  the  American  charge  d’  affaires  at 
Houston,  to  be  forwarded  with  all  haste  to  Washing- 
ton. An  endorsement  described  them  as  important 
documents  containing  a convention  with  Texas,  which 
it  was  presumed  was  to  be  submitted  for  ratification  to 
the  government  of  the  United  States.  . 

Banks,  currency  <fec.  The  New  York  Express  of 
Wednesday  contains  the  following,  which  developes 
some  facts  which  may  interest  our  readers: 

Money  market — city  news.  Tuesday,  P.  M.  The 
movements  in  specie  in  this  country  and  in  London, 
are  attracting  a good  deal  of  attention, — and  so  close 
do  the  great  operators  now  keep  their  affairs,  that  it  is 
difficult  to  understand  the  whys  and  wherefores  of  all 
we  see.  It  is  very  clear,  however,  that  there  has  been 
a quarrel  between  the  Pennsylvania  Bank  of  the 
United,  States,  and  the  Bank  of  England,  or  the  Bar- 
ings, who  are,  as  it  were,  the  American  agents  of  that 
institution.  The  cause  of  that  quarrel,  we  have  alrea- 
dy stated,  originated  in  the  jealousy  with  which  Mr. 
.laudon’s  doings  in  London  were  watched;  secondly, 
but  primarily,  in  the  relusalofthe  Barings,  when  panic- 
stricken,  as  was  the  Bank  of  England  in  September, 
1836,  to  keep  their  agreements  with  Mr.  Biddle,  as  to 
the  amount  in  which  he  should  be  permitted  to  draw 
upon  them.  In  consequence  of  this  panic,  Mr.  Biddle 
fully  concluded  it  was  wiser  for  him  to  take  his  Lon- 
don business  in  his  own  hands,  and  for  this  purpose, 
the  mission  of  Mr.  Jaudon,  as  we  understand  it,  was 
crea'ed. 

Mr.  Jaudon,  we  all  know,  was  very  coldly  received 
by  the  Barings.  The  Bank  of  England  refused  to  keep 
an  account  with  him,  and  he  was  tabooed  for  a while.  Fie 
very  quietly,  however,  worked  his  way,  and  surprised 
every  body,  after  a while,  by  a great  operation  in  which 
he  underbid  the  Bank  of  England,  as  before  stated  in 
this  paper.  Backed  by  the  immense  cotton  batteries 
Mr.  Biddle  was  sending  him,  and  having  principal 
control  over  that  great  staple,  he  had  not  much  to  fear 
even  from  the  Bank  of  England,  cotton  being  hetler 
than  bank  paper,  and  quite  as  serviceable  as  specie.  In 
this  condition  of  things,  the  Barings,  for  the  Bank  of 
England,  through  a house  in  this  city,  contracted  to 
send  here  some  millions  sterling  in  specie,  a part  of 
which  has  come,  and  only  a part,  the  order  for  the  ex- 
portation of  more  having  been  suspended,  as  we  learn 
by  the  Wellington  packet  ship,  even  at  the  sacrifice  of 
about  $75,000  insurance  on  one  stock. 

Inquiry  now  arises,  on  what  tack  are  we?”  “What 
is  in  the  wind.”  One  million,  nine  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  principally  in  gold,  this  morning  went  to  Phila- 
delphia in  the  6 o’clock  steamboat,  to  the  Pennsylva- 
nia U.  S.  Bank.  This  is  not  from  our  banks,  and  it 
may  be  in  part  from  the  consignment,  to  Prime,  Ward 
and  King,  the  Barings  have  sent  out  from  the  Bank  of 
England.  What  has  caused  this  movement,  and 
change  of  policy,  it  is  not  so  easy  to  divine,  though 
conjecture  is  ac'ive.  The  London  Morning  Chronicle, 
however,  tells  us,  the  Bank  of  England  has  made  peace 
with  Mr.  Biddle,  and  here  we  have  a clue.  The  same 
journal  insinuates  that  the  Bank  of  England  was  weary 
of  the  war. 

Rumor  says  Mr.  Jaudon  was  doing  a thirty  day 
business  on  good  paper  in  London  even  as  low  as  2 
per  cent,  per  annum;  and  such  were  his  operations 
even,  that  the  Bank  of  England  suffered  considerably, 
—Mr.  Jaudon’s  measures  even  affecting  their  line  of 
discounts.  Rumor  again  says,  Mr.  Jaudon  was  about 
to  make  a sweep  of  specie  upon  the  bank  for  a 
very  large  sum,  which  the  bank  did  not  care  to  lose 
after  its  consignments  already  to  New  York.  How 
true  may  be  these  rumors  we  cannot  pretend  to  say, 
but  it  is  quite  certain  the  belligerent  parties  are  appa- 
rently reconciled,  and  the  consequences  of  the  peace, 
we  probably  see,  in  the  new  movements  of  the  specie. 

In  connectiion  with  this  snbjecf,  we  see  also  that  the 
Bank  of  England  has  forfeited  about  $75,000  insurance 
on  specie,  rather  than  export  it.  The  insurance  being 
one  percent.,  the  amount  intended  to  be  shipped  must 
have  been  about  seven  and  a half  millions.  This 
change  of  policy  could  not  have  arisen  from  any  fear 
of  a drain  of  gold  and  silver,  for  we  learn  by  the 
monthly  official  return  of  the  quarterly  average  of  the 
weekly  liabilities  and  assets  of  the  bank  for  the  three 
months  ending  the  3d  of  April,  that,  as  compared  with 
the  last  report,  there  is  an  increase  in  the  circulation  of 
237,000?,  the  difference  between  18,600,000?.  and  18,- 
987,000;  a decrease  in  the  deposites  of  273,000?.  the 
balance  between  11,535,000,  and  11,262,000?;  an  in- 
crease in  the  securities  of  46  000?.,  the  excess  of  22,- 
833,000?,  over  22,792,000?;  and  an  increase  in  the  stock 
of  bullion  of  111,000?,  the  difference  betweefi  10,105,- 
000?,  and  10,126,000;  all  this  in  the  face  of  the  exporta- 
tions to  New  York — the  importations  from  the  conti- 
nent filling  all  the  vacuum.  ' 


Whcit  then  caused  the  change.  It  probably  was  in 
part,  that  the  business  was  like  to  turn  out  less  profita- 
bly than  was  expected — but  in  fact,  that  all  thinking 
men  must  see  that  if  Great  Britain  was  to  buy  our 
cotton,  rice,  and  tobacco,  and  stocks,  in  gold  and  sil- 
ver, it  was  a business  poor  at  best  for  them,  and  the 
staples  and  the  stocks  must  fail  to  pay  the  forfeit  there. 
The  cotton  market  in  Liverpool,  we  have  reason  to 
believe,  has  been  sustained  alone  by  the  irresistible 
energies  of  Mr.  Biddle.  His  stock  has  been  immense, 
and  he  would  not  submit  to  the  sacrifice,  and  he  was 
not  compelled  to  submit  forthwith.  However,  to  sus- 
tain the  market  forever,  specie  going  out  all  the  while, 
was  a thing  impossible.  The  cotton  market  began  to 
droop.  This  effort  of  his  with  the  Bank  of  England, 
this  reconciliation,  may  have  been  to  save  it;  and  it 
may  be  that  it  will  be  kept  slationary,  the  orders  being 
countermanded  for  the  exportation  of  specie — for  there 
is  no  law  of  political  economy  more  sound  than  that 
which  compels  ihe  products  of  a country  to  submit  to 
sacrifices'when  it  demands  in  exchange  for  them  the 
precious  metals,  and  not  labor  and  skill. 

Of  the  wisdom  of  Mr.  Biddle’s  policy  in  waiting  for 
another  crop  before  the  resumption  of  specie  payments, 
when  all  the  banks  of  all  the  states  could  resume  at 
once,  we  have  never  had  a doubt.  Of  the  admirable 
manner  in  which  he  has  carried  through  the  storm 
every  solvent  merchant  of  his  own  city,  all  Philadel- 
phia speaks  with  pride  and  exalted  satisfaction,  as  it 
contrasts  its  own  condition  with  the  mischievous  rash- 
ness, by  a violent  contraction  of  the  currency,  has  in- 
flicted here.  But  as  New  Yorkers,  we  were  compell- 
ed to  resume — crop  or  no  crop.  The  law  and  the  bond 
were  before  us — and  “ the  laws  of  Venice,”  we  were 
told,  must  be  carried  out. 

We  may  brag  as  much  as  we  please,  but  none  but 
the  capitalist  can  cry  “ land  ho!”  till  the  south,  south- 
west, and  west,  resume  with  us.  There  is  no  land  ho! 
in  this  city  yet  for  the  laboring  man;  none  for  the  mas- 
ter mechanic — none  for  the  dry  goods  merchant,  or 
merchants  who  deal  with  distant  states;  and  thus  while 
the  capitalist  may  be  on  his  land,  the  great  mass  of  the 
people  are  yet  thrashing  about  in  the  bog.  They  can 
begin  to  cry  land  ho!  when  the  states  resume;  then,  and 
not  till  then.  But  the  first  real  land,  the  undoubted 
terra  firma,  will  be  when  we  go  back  on  the  back  track, 
just  where  George  Washington  and  James  Madison 
piloted  us,  whence  the  experiment  enticed  us  away. 

Among  the  other  curious  movements  of  the  times,  is 
a petition  now  in  circulation  in  this  city,  soliciting  Mr. 
Biddle  to  establish  a branch  of  his  bank,  or  a bank,  in 
this  city,  tinker  ageneral  banking  law.  Politically  and 
commercially  speaking,  this  is  one  of  the  phenomena 
of  the  day!  To  say  the  least,  after  all  the  hard  hits  he 
has  here,  and  the  way  we  have  legislated  him  out  of 
our  domain,  the  spectacle  of  his  coming  thus  back 
would  be  a curious  one.  But  mercantile  men  have  the 
greatest  confidence  in  his  foresight  and  sagacity. — 
Whatever  be  the  differences  of  opinion  about  this  po- 
licy as  a Pennsylvanian,  there  is  none  of  his  skill  as  a 
financier  for  the  section  of  country  he  works  in.  The 
stock  of  his  bank  is  lively  to-day,  as  well  it  may  be — 
for  with  this  last  importation  of  specie,  he  has  about 
five  millions  in  specie.  [New  York  Express. 

Sales  at  New  York,  May  9. 

150  shares  U.  S.  Bank,  116  a 116  3-4 

60  do  Amer.  trust,  100  1-2 

Treasury  notes — $1,300  of  treasury  notes  were  sold 
this  morning  at  99  5-S. 

Sales  at  Philadelphia,  May  9. 

129  shares  U.  S.  Bank,  119  1-4  a 119  1-2 

New  York,  May  10.  A small  improvement  in  tha 
rates  of  Domestic  exchange,  has  taken  place  op  the 
following  cities,  within  the  last  few  days;  on  other 
places  the  rates  continue  the  same.  We  now  quote: 
drafts  on  Baltimore,  at  3 1-2  a 4;  Richmond,  5 a 6; 
Charleston,  5 a 7;  Cincinnati,  8 a 9,  and  on  Michigan 
generally  10  a 15  per  cent,  discount.  The  discount  on 
Philadelphia  and  United  States  bills  advanced  1-4  per 
cent  yesterday,  say  to  4 per  cent.  This  advance  how- 
ever, will  not,  it  is  likely,  become  established. 

Mammoth  bank.  It  is  estimated  in  the  New  York 
Commercial  Advertiser  that  since  the  passage  of  the 
general  banking  law  of  that  state,  “the  leading  capi- 
talists of  the  city  have  been  engaged  in  frequent  and 
anxious  consultations  with  a view  of  constitut- 
ing such  a bank  as  New  York  wants  and  must  have.” 
The  editors  state  that  the  preliminaries  have  been  ad- 
justed, and  the  scheme  will  go  into  operation,  and  they 
add: 

“We  shall  have  a bank  of  forty  or  fifty  millions — a 
bank  that  will  take  the  lead  of  the  union — and  which, 
in  the  absence  of  a national  bank,  will  be  the  next 
best  engine  of  currency  to  such  an  institution. — With 
such  a bank  New  York  will  soon  again  resume  her 
onward  career  as  the  commercial  queen  of  the  west; 
the  clouds  yet  hanging  over  her  prosperity  will  be  dis- 
pelled, and  her  proud  pre-eminence  will  be  sustained  ’’ 
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From  the  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce. 

THE  GREAT  WESTERN. 

Lieutenant  Hoskin,  commander  of  the  “Great 
Western”  steam  ship,  and  Richard  Irvin,  esquire, 
agent  for  the  company,  gave  a liberal  enter- 
tainment yesterday  to  the  corporation,  and  a 
great  number  of  other  guests  on  board  their 
floating  palace.  The  ship  was  anchored  in 
the  East  river  near  Judd’s  wharf,  and  the  guests 
were  again  indebted  to  the  courtesy  of  captain 
Stringham  for  the  use  of  the  fleet  of  navy  yard 
barges.  The  whole  ship  is  an  object  of  admira- 
tion; but  the  two  parts  which  attract  particular  at- 
tention, are  the  engine  room  and  the  cabin.  The 
machinery  all  works  under  deck,  and  is  so  placed 
that  persons  walk  in  the  midst  of  it,  and  see  its  ope- 
rations most  fully.  Its  massiveness  and  appear- 
ance of  herculean  strength  are  the  first  things 
which  catch  the  attention,  and  next  the  perfection 
of  the  workmanship  displayed  in  its  construction. 
The  cabin  is  like  the  drawing  room  of  a lord,  pos- 
sessing so  many  objects  to  notice,  that  description 
would  be  sufficient,  of  itself,  for  an  article. 

But  to  the  collation.  After  the  company  had  in 
some  degree  satisfied  their  appetites  with  the  pro- 
visions around  them,  alderman  Hoxie  called  their 
attention  while  he  gave  the  toast — 

“ Victoria  Regina — the  dominion  of  youth  and 
beauty  now  extends  around  the  world.” 

Mr.  Buchanan,  her  Britannic  majesty’s  eonsul 
said  he  felt  most  grateful  and  most  happy  at  the 
cordial  manner  in  which  the  sentiment  had  been  re- 
ceived, and  he  knew  that  the  queen  herself  would 
be  delighted  to  witness  this  scene.  He  gave  “The 
president  of  the  United  States,  and  the  country  over 
which  he  presides.” 

Lieut.  Hoskin  gave  “The  mayor  and  city  of  New 
York:  ” and  he  took  occasion  to  express  his  ac- 
knowledginnts  for  the  unexpected  attentions  with 
which  the  arrival  of  his  ship  had  been  noticed.  He 
also  thanked  capt.  Stringham,  and  the  officers  of 
the  American  navy,  for  their  great  attentions;  and 
an  as  officer  of  the  British  navy  himself,  on  half 
pay,  he  hoped  the  officers  of  the  two  nations 
might  never  come  into  any  other  than  friendly  col- 
lision. 

Captain  Stringham  said  that  he  trusted  Ameri- 
can officers  would  ever  be  found  ready  to  respond 
to  that  friendly  sentiment  in  sincerity  and  truth. 

By  president  Duer,  of  Columbia  college:  “The 

Great  Western,  and  her  junction  with  the  Great 
Eastern.” 

The  British  consul  alluded  to  the  very  little  time 
which  was  now'  necessary  to  pass  from  the  rivers 
of  England  to  the  sources  of  the  great  Mississippi — 
only  three  or  four  weeks.  He  spoke  of  Michigan 
and  gave  a toast  to  her  and  her  chief  magistrate  who 
was  sitting  near. 

Governor  Mason  said  he  did  not  flatter  himself 
that  he  could  say  any  thing  that  would  compen- 
sate the  company  for  the  suspension  of  their  festivi- 
ties, but  he  should  do  injustice  to  himself  and  his 
state,  if  he  failed  to  reciprocate,  most  heartily,  the 
kind  expressions  of  the  representative,  on  this  occa- 
sion, of  England’s  queen.  Some  circumstances 
had  transpired  not  long  ago,  in  his  neighborhood, 
which  had,  for  a short  time,  produced  some  irrita- 
tion. But  he  trusted  those  events  would  be  found 
to  have  produced  only  a slight  ruffle  on  the  sur- 
face, and  would  never  disturb  the  deep  current  of 
mutual  friendship  between  the  tw'o  nations.  He 
gave  “Old  England — Honor  to  her  just  achieve- 
ments in  every  field  of  fame.” 

The  health  of  Mr.  Webster  was  given  by  lieut. 
Hoskins,  and  was  received  with  great  cheering. 
Mr.  Webster  expressed  his  gratitude  to  lieut.  Hos- 
kin for  the  pleasure  of  visiting  his  splendid  vessel. 
It  is  our  fortune,  said  Mr.  W.,  to  live  at  a new 
epoch.  We  behold  two  continents  approaching  each 
other.  The  skill  of  your  countrymen,  sir,  and  my 
countrymen,  is  annihilating  space.  Born  on  oppo- 
site sides  of  the  earth,  we  are  here  together,  though 
you  left  home  but  yesterday.  We  are  glad  to  see 
you.  We  are  glad  of  any  means  by  which  the  in- 
tercourse may  be  facilitated  between  the  country 
w'hich  is  the  centre  of  the  commercial  nations  of 
the  earth,  and  this,  which  is  the  commercial  coun- 
try of  the  west.  Mr.  Webster  made  some  remarks 
on  the  prospective  benefits  to  arise  from  the  deve- 
lopements  of  the  powers  of  steam,  but  soon  sat  down, 
as  he  was  oppressed  by  a severe  cold. 

Mr.  Bradish,  speaker  of  the  assembly,  on  his 
health  being  drank,  made  a short,  but  eloquent 
speech.  So  did  H.  Maxwell,  esq.  of  this  city 
We  are  unable,  from  want  of  time,  to  give  even  a 
sketch  of  their  remarks. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  circumstances  of  the 
occasion,  and  the  only  one  which  produced  any 
feelings  but  those  of  congratulation,  was  the  pre- 
sence of  John  Ridge,  one  of  the  principal  chiefs 
of  the  Cherokees.  While  the  mutual  congratula- 


tions, and  pledges  of  friendship  were  going  on  be- 
tween the  citizens  of  two  great  nations,  on  oppo- 
site sides  of  the  Atlantic,  the  presence  of  Ridge 
must  have  raised  in  the  minds  of  all  Americans  a 
consciousness  that  the  treatment  of  our  nation  to- 
wards the  defenceless  nativesou  this  continent  wasin 
marked  and  dishonorable  contrast  with  our  profes- 
sions. Both  nations  might  well  iirdeed  stop  their 
professions,  and  hide  their  heads,  at  any  occurrence 
which  should  bring  to  remembrance  the  cruelty 
with  which  they  have  sacrificed  all  the  rights  of  fee- 
ble nations.  Mr.  Tallmadge,  alderman  elect  for  the 
ninth  ward,  gave  the  “health  of  John  Ridge,  one  of 
the  principal  chiels  of  the  Cherokee  nation.” 

Mr.  Ridge  then  rose  and  made  a speech  which 
occupied  ten  minutes,  and  which  was  certainly  one 
of  the  most  sensible  and  eloquent  speeches  of  the 
day.  He  said  there  was  one  way,  and  but  one,  to 
subdue  the  natives  of  the  forest,  and  that  was  by 
friendship.  That,  sooner  than  submit  to  any  other 
subjugation,  his  nation  would  fly  to  the  proudest 
peaks  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  and  there  breath 
the  air  of  liberty. 

One  of  the  founders  of  the  original  packet  lines 
from  the  city  of  New  York  being  mentioned,  Mr. 
Isaac  Bell  rose  and  said  he  was  the  only  survivor 
of  all  the  men  who  established  either  the  Liverpool 
or  Havre  lines. 

The  company  were  on  board  nearly  three  hours, 
and  came  away  highly  gratified.  To-day  the  ladies 
are  invited. 

Departure  of  the  Great  Western.  The  steam  pack- 
et Great  Western  sailed  from  New  York  on  Mon- 
day last.  The  event  created  a great  sensation  in  that 
city,  and  was  witnessed  by  thousands  of  citizens  who 
thronged  the  wharves,  steamboats,  &c.  The  follow- 
ing brief,  but  graphic  account,  is  from  die  New  York 
American  of  Tuesday. 

Yesterday  was  a jubilee  for  New  York.  After  a 
dreary  easterly  storm,  the  waters  of  our  bay,  ruffled  by 
a fresh  westerly  breeze  and  dancing  in  the  bright  sun- 
light, were  animated  by  one  of  those  striking  spectacles 
which  they  alone  can  furnish  forth.  A fleet  of  twelve 
steamboats,  numerous  sail  vessels,  and  rowboats,  assem- 
bled to  witness  the  departure  of  the  great  trans-Atlantic 
steamer;  while  a vast  proportion  of  the  populaton  of  a 
great  city  was  poured  out  upon  the  battery  and  the 
piers,  and  loaded,  absolutely  loaded,  on  board  the  con- 
voying steamboats. 

About  one  o’clock,  Broadway  was  thronged  with 
carriages  and  pedestrians,  in  a steady  and  unreturning 
stream  towards  the  battery;  and,  when  two  o’clock, 
the  hour  of  departure  of  the  Great  Western,  had  arrived, 
there  seemed  not  a foot  of  ground  on  or  around  the 
battery  unoccupied  by  a human  being. 

Punctually  at  the  hour,  the  noble  ship  dressed  out 
in  colours,  nut  off  from  the  pier,  and  swept  up  the  north 
river;  the  Providence,  the  New  York,  the  Vanderbilt, 
the  Highlander,  the  American.  Eagle,  the  Sun,  the  Ar- 
row, the  Brooklyn,  the  Hoboken,  and  several  other 
steamboats,  all  decorated  with  colors,  and  many  having 
on  board  bands  of  music,  put  out  from  different 
wharves,  and  circling  around,  formed  for  those  on 
shore  a beautiful  coup  d'ceil,  while,  in  turn,  the  living 
pyramids  .at  Castle  Garden,  and  the  sea  of  human  faces 
presented  by  a glance  at  the  receding  land,  gave  back 
a not  less  striking  picture  to  those  afloat 

When  the  Great  Western  turned  her  head  seaward, 
and  put  herself serioulsy  to  the  work,  she  astonished  all 
by  her  speed — keeping  way  with  the  fastest  boats,  and 
putting  those  not  so  fast,  and  very  deeply  laden  with 
passengers,  to  their  best  efforts.  It  is  true  they  were 
contending  against  many  difficulties,  their  unusual 
freight,  and  the  impossibility  of  preserving  an  even  keel, 
the  passengers  naturally  thronging  the  side  toward  the 
Great  Western,  proved  serious  obstacles  to  their  rapid 
progress. 

The  whole  squadron  flew  down  the  bay,  a New  Jer- 
sey pilot  boat  under  all  sail,  with  a glorious  breeze  keep- 
ing headway  with  them,  until  abrest  of  the  Narrows, 
when  the  Great  Western  stopped  her  wheels,  and  the 
Providence  ran  along  side  to  take  off  the  returning  pas- 
sengers. While  this  was  in  progress,  and  from  the 
number,  it  necessarily  occupied  some  time,  the  other 
boats  all  gathered  close  around  her,  like  a convoy 
around  the  admiral;  and  while  thus  grouped,  a fine 
ship,  the  Christopher  Colon,  from  the  Havana,  came  in 
from  sea,  all  sails  set,  and  added  nota  little  to  the  pic- 
ture by  rounding  to,  as  she  passed,  to  permit  her  way- 
farers to  admire  the  unwonted  pageant 

Having  surrendered  up  those  who  were  mere  ama- 
teurs, the  Great  Western  again  got  under  way,  and 
put  forth  with  buoyant  speed  and  high  hope  upon  her 
long  and  pathless  voyage,  cheered,  certainly,  by  as 
hearty  and  unanimous  good  wishes  as  ever  accompani- 
ed adventurous  voyagers. 

It  was  a proud  day  in  New  York,  and  duly  celebrat- 
ed. It  is  the  begimng,  indeed,  of  a new  era  for  our  whole 
country,  for  while  for  all  purposes  of  safe  political,  and 
national  isolation,  the  great  ocean  yet  flows  between 
us  and  the  old  world,  for  all  the  purposes  of  social  com- 
munication, of  rapid  and  civilizing  commercial  inter- 
course, of  the  progress  of  mind,  of  strengthening  and 
expanding  mutual  respect  and  affection,  it  may  almost 
be  said  to  be  annihilated. 

The  Great  Western  carries  out  more  than  seventy 
cabin  passengers. 


We  are  informed  that  the  Marine  insurance  compa- 
nies have  resolved  to  take  risks  in  the  first  class  steam- 
ers at  the  rates  charged  for  packet  ships. 

The  following  addenda  are  from  the  Commercial  Ad- 
vertiser: 

Among  the  smaller  articles  of  freight  which  the  West- 
ern carries  out,  is  one  which  will  be  a novelty  in  Eng- 
land. It  is  a beautiful  boi/uet  of  flowers,  culled  from 
Mr.  Thorburn’s  garden  at  Hallett’s  cove,  and  is  intend- 
ed for  the  queen.  It  was  enclosed  in  a tin  case,  her- 
metically sealed  with  a plate  glass  cover.  It  was  pre- 
pared at  the  suggestion  of  lieut.  Carpenter,  and  so  pre- 
pared that  it  is  hoped  it  will  be  preserved  with  freshness 
to  be  presented  next  week  to  the  queen,  at  Windsor 
castle.  It  will  be  the  first  nosegay  which  her  majesty 
ever  received  from  the  gardens  of  her  western  neigh- 
bors. 

Thus  has  ended  the  first  visit  of  Mr.  John  Bull  in 
his  steamers — and  a proud  visit  it  has  been.  He  has 
shown  us  specimens  of  his  workmanship  in  the  steam- 
ing line,  vieing  with — nay,  surpassing,  any  machinery 
of  the  kind  ever  seen  in  this  country.  A single  glance 
at  this  ponderous  machinery,  and  the  perfection  of  the 
workmanship,  at  once  satisfies  the  beholder  of  its 
strength  and  safety.  And  the  moment  the  machinery 
begins  to  move,  the  opinion  is  confirmed.  Notwith- 
standing its  power,  not  ajar  is  heard;  and  those  accus- 
tomed to  the  clacking  of  the  machinery  of  American 
boats,  and  the  jarring  of  every  stroke,  would  be  aston- 
ished on  board  the  Great  Western,  at  the  silencce  and 
stillness  of  the  motion.  While  at  table  yesterday,  at  a 
speed  which  kept  ahead  of  our  swiftest  boats,  the  pas- 
sengers supposed  the  ship  had  stopped,  because  of  its 
entire  stillness. 

It  is  estimated  in  the  N.  Y.  Express  that  the  Great 
Western  carried  out  20,000  letters.  The  steamer  sailed 
so  late  that  ietters  were  taken  in  until  nearly  2 P.  M. 
A large  amount  of  bills  were  purchased  in  the  fore- 
noon and  despatched  by  this  vessel.  Bills  on  London 
sold  at  10G  1-4  a 106  1-2,  which  is  about  the  rate  they 
stood  at. 


FOREIGN  NEWS. 

The  packet  ship  United  States,  at  New  York, 
sailed  from  Liverpool  on  the  9th  April,  and  brings 
London  papers  to  the  8th  inclusive. 

We  see  no  confirmation  of  the  statement  that  the 
Bank  of  England  had  resolved  to  ship  no  more 
bullion  to  the  United  States. 

Earl  Durham  and  his  lady  were  to  leave  London 
April  12,  tor  Portsmouth  to  embark  in  the  Hastings 
ship  of  the  line  for  Canada. 

The  horrid  story  is  reiterated  by  the  Paris  cor- 
respondent of  the  London  Times,  viz: 

“Count  Anatole  Demidoff  has  again  written  to 
the  Journal  des  Debats,  alluding  to  the  transporta- 
tion of  600  young  Polish  women  to  the  camp  of 
Woesnesenk,  and  repeating  his  surprise  that  any 
one  should  continue  to  disbelieve  that  statement. 
Now,  on  the  very  highest  authority,  I reiterate  that 
the  wholesale  abduction  in  question  did  take  place, 
and  with  your  permission  I shall  re-state  that  a 
great  number  of  those  unfortunate  young  persons 
were  carried  off'  from  the  confiscated  estates  of 
prince  Czartoryski;  that  the  victims  to  whom  the 
horrible  preference  was  given  were  young  married 
women,  that  they  were  habited  in  the'  Russian 
costume,  and  not  as  Tyrolese  (as  mentioned  in  the 
French  paper.)  None  of  them  have  since  returned 
to  their  homes.” 

Much  alarm  continued  to  prevail  at  Paris  at  the 
extent  to  which  stock  jobbing  is  carried  on  in 
shares  of  joint  stock  companies. 

On  the  extraordinary  circular  letter  of  M.  Mar- 
tin (du  Nord)  on  the  state  of  our  banks,  we  find 
the  following: 

“It  appears  that  this  alarming  communication 
was  duly  appreciated  at  Havre,  and  those  other 
ports  in  France  where  the  merchants  being  in  di- 
rect and  daily  communication  with  the  United 
States’  agents  and  correspondents,  were  able  to 
correct  the  statements  and  impressions  contained  in 
the  ministerial  circular.  According  to  some  in- 
formation which  we  find  in  the  Commerce  on  this 
head,  Lyons  does  not  appear  to  have  been  so  for- 
tunate owing  to  her  communications  with  America 
being  less  direct  than  the  sea  port  towns,  and  being 
already  creditors  to  a very  large  amount,  the  man- 
ufacturers of  that  city,  alarmed  by  the  representa- 
tions of  the  French  minister  of  commerce,  refused 
to  execute  some  very  large  orders  for  silks  which 
had  arrived  and  which  consequently  have  been  un- 
dertaken in  another  country,  where  the  Americans 
enjoy  better  eredit.  That  paper  concludes  by 
asking  what  is  the  use  of  a minister  of  commerce 
whose  acts  are  shown  by  the  above  facts  to  be  so 
far  from  affording  protection  to  manufactures  and 
commerce,  that  they  have  only  tended  to  mislead 
and  depress  the  staples  of  the  kingdom. 

Henry  Howittson,  esq.  deceased,  of  Westmore- 
land, has  left  800,0001  , the  largest  fortune  ever  ac- 
cumulated by  a private  individual  in  that  shire. 
He  was  formerly  gold  lace  man  to  the  king. 
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Over  80  persons  have  died  at  Worcester  of  the 
small  pox.  The  Metropolitan  police  of  the  last 
year  cost  220,000/.  The  deposites  in  the  Savings 
Bank  of  England  for  1837,  were  over  twenty  and 
a half  millions  sterling,  being  900,000/.  over  1836. 
The  coronation  of  Victoria  is  fixed  for  June  26th. 
It  is  proposed  in  parliament  to  abolish  altogether 
the  punishment  of  transportation,  substituting  a 
general  system  of  imprisonment. 

The  king  of  Hanover  has  prohibited  all  Hano- 
verians from  studying  at  Leipsic. 

London,  April  7.  There  is  no  alteration  in  the 
character  of  the  commercial  money  market,  and, 
though  money  is  to  be  well  employed — bills  with 
good  names  may  be  done  at  3 per  cent.  In  the 
foreign  exchanges  we  have  had  but  very  little  busi- 
ness, and  the  rates  continue  rather  against  the 
country;  although  the  shipments  of  manufactured 
goods  have  rather  increased.  This  anomaly  can  on- 
ly be  accounted  for  by  the  fact,  that  lately  there  have 
been  more  dealings  in  foreign  securities  and  shares. 

The  increasing  disposition  to  invest  in  the  Bri- 
tish securities,  to  which  we  referred  last  evening, 
has  been  more  strongly  manifested  this  day  on  the 
English  stock  exchange,  and,  in  consequence,  con- 
sols have  advanced  in  value,  although  the  public 
revenue  has  shown  strong  symptoms  of  being  on 
the  wane. 

The  Orpheus,  the  New  York  packet  of  the  16th 
ult.,  was  telegraphed  off  Holyhead  at  1 o’clock 
yesterday,  but  she  had  not  reached  Liverpool  up  to 
midnight. 

London,  April  7.  Money  market.  The  English 
stock  market,  which  was  feeble  in  the  early  part  of 
the  week,  has,  during  the  last  two  days,  evinced  a 
much  firmer  appearance;  and,  though  the  business 
has  not  been  extensive,  prices  are  all  higher.  Ex- 
chequer bills  are  64  to  66,  and  India  bonds  have 
been  done  at  70  pm.  Money  still  continues  abun- 
dant, and  though  (here  has  been  a considerable  ex- 
portation of  bullion  to  America,  the  influx  of  the 
precious  metals  from  the  continent  has  been  quite 
sufficient  to  meet  the  demand  thus  occasioned. 

Liverpool  cotton  market,  April  7.  There  has  been 
a considerable  extent  of  business  transacted  in 
cotton  this  week,  and  in  the  commencement  the 
demand  was  not  so  freely  supplied  by  holders,  and 
full  prices  were  obtained  for  American;  but  during 
the  last  few  days  there  has  been  more  disposition 
to  effect  sales,  and  the  market  closes  heavily  at  the 
quotations  of  last  week.  Surat  is  in  good  demand 
without  change  in  price.  The  sales  of  the  week 
amount  to  23,160  bales,  including  3,000  American 
on  speculation,  and  900  American,  350  Surat  for 
export.  330  Sea  Island,  17  to  33d;  8,210  upland. 
5 1-2  to  8 1-2;  2,040  Mobile,  &c.  5 to  9 1-2;  11,580 
New  Orleans,  5 1-8  to  7 1-2;  1,200  Egyptian,  8 to 
12  1-2. 

Tiie  cotton  market  is  dull  and  spiritless,  and 
prices  rather  tending  downwards.  The  sales  of 
to-day  are  3,000  bags,  including  200  American  on 
speculation. 

Liverpool,  April  7.  Tobacco.  The  sales  amount 
to  160  hlids.,  of  which  10  hhds.  are  for  Ireland, 
and  the  remainder  for  the  home  trade. 


BLOCKADE  OF  THE  MEXICAN  PORTS. 

U.  i S’,  frigate  Constellation, 
Pensacola  bay,  April  25,  1838. 

Sir:  The  Grampus  has  this  moment  returned 
from  Vera  Cruz,  and  brings  the  enclosed  papers,  be- 
ing a report  from  commander  Breese,  dated  the  16th 
instant,  and  copy  of  a letter  to  him,  with  circular 
enclosed,  from  the  French  commandant  off  Vera 
Cruz,  declaring  a blockade  of  all  the  ports  ofMex- 
ico.  The  ultimatum  and  reply  mentioned  by  com- 
mander Breese  were  not  forwarded  by  him,  but  I 
understand  they  will  be  found  in  a package  of  pa- 
pers from  our  consul  at  Vera  Cruz  to  the  secreta- 
ry of  state,  which  I this  day  transmit  by  the  regu- 
lar mail. 

The  Ontario  and  Concord  are  now  in  the  gulf,  the 
first  at  Vera  Cruz,  and  the  latter  olfTampico. 

The  Vaiulalia  sails  to-morrow  or  next  day  for  the 
coast  of  Texas  and  Mexico. 

I have  honor  to  be,  very  respectfuly,  your  obedi- 
ent servant,  A.  J.  DALLAS. 

Hon.  Mahlon  Dickerson-, 

Sec’ y of  the  navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

U.  S.  ship  Ontario,  Sacrijicios,  April  16,  1833. 

Sir:  I despatch  the  Grampus  to  apprize  you  that 
the  French  minister,  Baron  Deffaudis,  received  yes- 
terday from  Mexico  the  reply  of  this  government 
to  his  ultimatum,  w'hich  not  proving  satisfactory,  it 
has  been  determined  to  commence  immediately  the 
blockade  of  the  ports  of  the  republic.  Herewith  I 
send  the  French  commander’s  circular  to  thateffect. 

1 have  requested  our  consul  to  procure  a copy  of 
the  French  ultimatum,  and  the  reply  thereto,  and 


hope  to  obtain  them  in  time  to  forward  by  the 
schooner. 

There  are  no  merchant  vessels  of  any  nation  now 
in  port,  and  but  one  American— the  Ann  Eliza,  of 
New  York — expected.  The  blockade  will  be  rigid 
as  respects  merchants  vessels,  but  none  others. 
The  French  force  consists  at  present  of  one  frigate 
and  five  brigs;  another  frigate  daily  expected.  A 
gun  brig  will  leave  this  evening,  with  despatches 
for  the  French  minister  in  the  United  States,  for 
Pensacola. 

The  Concord  is  here,  and  I shall  direct  captain 
Fitzhugh  to  proceed  off  Tampico,  communicate 
with  our  consul  there,  and  proffer  any  assistance 
that  our  countrymen  there  may  require  at  his  hands. 

I shall  remain  with  this  ship  here,  until  the  excite- 
ment that  the  blockade  may  create  on  shore  has  sub- 
sided; and  then,  if  the  presence  of  a vessel  of  war 
be  no  longer  necessary,  proceed  to  the  coa3t  of  Tex- 
as in  prosecution  of  your  further  orders.  Very'  re- 
spectfully, sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  L.  BREESE. 

Commodore  A.  J.  Dallas, 

Com’d’g  U.  S.  Na.  Fo.  in  W.  In.  8c  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

Station  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 

On  boardhis  majesty’s frigate  /’ Hermione,  at  anchor 
off  Sacrifices,  April  16,  1838. 

The  commander  of  thestation  of  the  gulfof  Mex- 
ico has  the  honor  to  inform  captain  Breese,  of  the 
sloop  of  war  Ontario,  that  he  has  just  made  known 
to  the  Mexican  government  the  blockade  of  all  the 
ports  of  the  republic.  He  sends  enclosed  a copy  of 
Ihe  circular  addressed  by  himself  and  the  minister 
plenipotentiary  of  France  to  the  French  consuls  es- 
tablished in  Mexico;  and  at  the  same  time  he  begs 
captain  Breese  to  accept  the  assurance  of  his  dis- 
tinguished consideration.  BAZOCHE. 

Circular  agreed  upon  between  the  minister  plenipo- 
tentiary of  France,  in  Mexico,  and  the  commander 
of  the  naval  station,  notifying  the  French  consuls 
established  in  Mexico  of  the  declaration  of  the  block- 
ade of  all  the  ports  of  the  republic. 

In  consequence  of  the  rejection  of  the  ultimatum 
addressed  on  the  21st  of  the  last  month  to  the  Mexi- 
can government,  by  order  of  the  king’s  government, 
it  has  been  determined  that  the  ports  of  Mexico 
shall  be  immediately  blockaded,  for  the  purpose  of 
preventing  all  entry  to  or  departure  from  them. 

In  this  state  of  things,  the  Baron  Deffaudis  and 
the  commander  Bazoche  have  adopted  the  follow- 
ing principles  for  the  blockade: 

1.  No  neutral  vessel  proceeding  towards  the  en- 
trance of  the  blockaded  ports  shall  be  detained  or 
captuied,  if  she  has  not  previously  received  from 
one  ol  the  vessels  of  the  French  division  a special 
notification  of  the  existence  of  the  blockade.  This 
notification  shall  be,  moreover,  inserted  in  writing 
on  the  muster  roll  of  the  neutral  vessel,  by  the  crui- 
ser which  meets  her;  and  it  shall  contain  the  an- 
nouncement, together  with  statements  of  the  day 
and  the  latitude  in  which  it  was  made. 

2.  Neutral  vessels  which  may  be  already  in  one 
of  the  ports  of  the  republic  before  the  blockade  of 
such  port,  will  have  full  liberty  to  depart,  with  or 
without  cargo,  during  fifteen  days,  dated  from  that 
upon  which  the  blockade  is  established. 

3.  The  ports  ot  Vera  Cruz  and  Tampico  will  re- 
main entirely  free  for  the  entrance  and  departure  of 
the  British  post  office,  military,  and  non-commer- 
cial packet  vessels. 

4.  The  ports  of  the  Mexican  republic  shall  re- 
main entirely  free  for  the  entrance  and  departure  of 
Mexican  boats  exclusively  engaged  in  fishing,  un- 
less the  French  naval  division  should  be  hereafter 
forced,  in  retaliation,  to  withdraw  this  benevolent 
disposition. 

Translation  of  a note  [to  Mr.  Forsyth~\  from  the 
minister  plenipotentiary  of  France,  accompanied  by 
a document. 

Sir:  The  Mexican  government  having  refused 
to  accept  the  ultimatum,  addressed,  with  the  view 
of  effecting  a reconciliation,  to  it  on  the  21st  of 
March  last,  by  the  French  government,  the  king’s 
minister  in  Mexico,  who  is  at  this  moment  on  board 
the  frigate  l’Hermione,  has  just  communicated  to 
me,  by  means  of  the  armed  brig  l’Eclipse,  sent  for 
the  purpose  to  Pensacola,  this  refusal,  as  also  the 
measures  which  it  had  induced  capt.  Bazoche,  the 
commander  of  the  French  naval  forces,  to  employ; 
and  I hasten,  sir,  agreeably  to  his  majesty’s  orders, 
to  make  known  to  the  government  of  the  United 
States  the  following  official  notification. 

All  the  ports  of  Mexico  are  declared  to  be  in  a 
state  of  blockade.  This  blockade  is  rendered  effec- 
tive (or  to  be  enforced)  with  regard  to  Vera  Cruz 
from  and  after  the  15th  of  the  last  iqor.th,  and  has 
doubtless  been  since  extended  to  the  other  ports  of 
the  republic. 


The  orders  received  by  the  commander,  Bazoche, 
for  the  execution  of  the  duty  committed  to  him,  are, 
as  you  see,  sir,  from  the  annexed  extract  of  the  des- 
patch sent  to  me  by  Baron  de  Deffaudis,  entirely 
conformable  with  the  liberal  principles  professed  by 
France  on  the  subject  of  blockades;  and  they  are 
drawn  up  in  such  a manner  as  to  preserve  neutrals, 
especially  the  vessels  of  the  United  States,  from  all 
restraints  and  vexations  (entraves)  which  are  not 
absolutely  indispensable  for  the  attainment  of  the 
lawful  ends  proposed  by  the  king’s  government. 

On  addressing  you,  sir,  this  communication,  I 
have  the  honor  to  request  that  you  would  be  so  kind 
as  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  it  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble, in  order  that  the  brig  l’Eclipse  may  not  be  de- 
tained at  Pensacola  waiting  for  my  answer  longer 
than  necessary. 

I avail  myself,  sir,  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to 
you  assurances  of  my  high  consideration. 

E.  DE  PONTOIS. 

To  the  hon.  J.  Forsyth, 

Secretary  of  stale  of  the  United  Stales. 

Extract  from  the  despatch  of  the  Baron  de  Deffaudis, 
dated  April  15,  1838. 

“On  board  his  majesty’s  frigate  l’Hermione,  at 
anchor  otfSacrificios.  near  Vera  Cruz. 

“1.  No  neutral  vessel  proceeding  towards  the  en- 
trance of  the  blockaded  ports  shall  be  detained  or 
captured,  if  she  has  not  previously  received  from 
one  of  the  vessels  of  the  French  division  a special 
notification  of  the  existence  of  the  blockade.  This 
notification  shall  be,  moreover,  inserted  in  writing 
on  the  muster  roll  of  the  neutral  vessel  by  the  crui- 
ser w’hich  meets  her;  and  it  shall  contain  the  an- 
nouncement, together  with  statements  of  the  day 
and  the  latitude  in  which  it  was  made. 

“2.  Neutral  vessels  which  may  be  already  in  one 
of  the  ports  ol  the  republic  before  the  blockade  of 
such  port,  will  have  full  libeity  to  depart,  with  or 
without  cargo,  during  fifteen  days,  dated  from  that 
upon  which  the  blockade  is  established. 

“3.  The  ports  of  Vera  Cruz  and  Tampico  will 
remain  entirely  free  forthe  entrance  anddeparturesof 
the  post  office,  military  and  non-commercial  packet 
vessels. 

“4.  The  ports  of  the  Mexican  republic  shall  re- 
main entirely  free  for  the  entrance  and  departure  of 
Mexican  boats  exclusively  engaged  in  fishing,  un- 
less the  French  naval  division  should  be  hereafter 
forced,  in  retaliation,  to  withdraw  this  benevolent 
disposition.” 

You  see,  sir,  that  M.  Bazoche  is  desirous  of  con- 
fining himself  to  the  employment  of  the  mildest 
measures  of  restraint,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
the  reparation  due  by  the  Mexican  government  to 
France,  unless  fresh  attacks  upon  the  persons  or 
property  of  the  king’s  subjects  residing  in  Mexico 
should  require  him  to  adopt  means  decidedly  se- 
vere. Now  this  persistence  in  the  system  of  mo- 
deration, indicated  by  my  ultimatum,  is  rendered 
worthy  of  praise,  after  the  recent  conduct  of  the 
Mexican  government,  which,  in  tolerating  (if  it  did 
not  even  provoke,  by  its  official  writings,)  the  pub- 
lication of  the  most  odious  calumnies  respecting  our 
intentions  to  conquer  the  country,  to  dismember  its 
territory,  etc.  did  not  hesitate  to  expose  to  the  fury 
of  the  populace,  with  the  sole  end  of  maintaining  it- 
self in  power,  not  only  our  countrymen,  but  like- 
wise all  foreigners  established  in  the  territory  of  the 
republic.  This  conduct  is  essentially  contrary  to 
the  law's  of  honor,  of  civilization,  and  of  humanity. 
You  also  see,  sir,  from  the  principles  adopted  by 
M.  Bazoche  as  the  rules  of  his  conduct,  that  it  is 
our  desire  to  preserve  neutrals  from  all  the  restric- 
tions and  difficulties  ( entraves ) which  are  not  abso- 
lutely indispensable  for  the  purpose  which  we  are 
endeavoring  lawfully  to  effect.  I am  also  happy  to 
be  able  to  state  to  you  a circumstance  which  proves 
our  sincerity  upon  this  point,  especially  so  far  as 
relates  to  Americans.  On  this  very  day,  the  com- 
mander of  the  sloop  of  war  Ontario  called  on  us  on 
board  of  the  frigate  l’Hermione,  to  speak  to  us  re- 
specting the  approaching  arrival  of  the  packet  Ann 
Eliza,  engaged  in  commerce,  and  in  carrying  letters 
from  New  York.  We  were  obliged  to  express  to 
him  our  regret  at  the  necessity  under  which  we 
should  be  of  forbidding  this  vessel  from  entering 
Vera  Cruz,  as  we  should  also  do  W’ith  regard  to  our 
own  mail  packets  from  Havre.  But  we  have,  at  the 
same  time,  promised  that  officer,  at  his  own  re- 
quest, to  allow  the  consignee  of  the  Ann  Eliza  to 
communicaae  with  her  at  sea,  to  receive  her  letters, 
and  to  give  instructions  with  regard  to  her  future 
destination. 

Accept,  sir,  etc.  BN.  DEFFAUDIS. 

The  French  consul-general  has  forwarded  us, 
says  the  New  York  Sunday  News,  some  documents 
which  we  have  translated  for  the  benefit  of  our  rea- 
ders: 
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[TRANSLATION.] 

Office  of  the  French  consul  general. 

New  York,  May  5,  1838  ) 

Mr.  Editor — You  will  oblige  me,  by  publish- 
ing in  your  valuable  paper,  for  the  benefit  of  those 
merchants  of  New  York  who  are  engaged  in  com- 
merce with  France,  an  official  communication 
which  I have  just  received  from  his  excellency, 
the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France  at  Washing- 
ton, relative  to  the  blockade  of  the  Mexican  ports 
by  the  French  squadron,  under  the  command  of  ad- 
miral Bazoche. 

Accept,  sir,  the  assurance  of  my  high  considera- 
tion. 

L.  DE  LA  FOREST,  consul-general. 
To  the  editor  of  the  Sunday  Morning  News. 

Copy  of  an  official  communication  addressed,  by  the 
the  minister  plenipotentiary  from  France  at  Wash- 
ington, to  the  consul-general  for  France  at  New 
York. 

Washington,  May  3,  1838. 
Sir — The  Mexican  government  having  rejected 
the  ultimatum,  which,  in  the  spirit  of  conciliation, 
had  been  proffered  to  it  by  the  French  government 
under  date  of  the  21st  of  March  last,  the  king’s  min- 
ister to  Mexico,  who  is  now  on  board  the  frigate 
Hertniori,  has  just  notified  me  that  all  tile  Mexican 
ports  are  declared  to  be  in  a state  of  blockade; 
that  this  blockade  became  effective,  with  respect  to 
Vera  Cruz,  from  the  16th  of  last  month;  and  that 
there  would  not  be  any  delay  in  extending  it  to  the 
other  ports  of  the  republic. 

I have  notified  the  (U.  S.)  government  of  this 
measure;  and  have  advised  it  that  the  orders  trans- 
mitted to  the  commander  of  the  French  fleet  on  the 
Mexican  station,  for  the  execution  ol  the  duties 
which  have  devolved  upon  him,  are  entirely  in 
conformity  with  the  liberal  principles  professed  by 
France  on  the  subject  of  blockading,  and  are  framed 
in  such  a manner  as  to  relieve  neutral  vessels  from 
all  hindrances  which  are  not  indispensable  to  the 
attainment  of  the  legitimate  ends  contemplated  by 
the  government. 

I notify  you  of  this  measure,  that  you  may  take 
any  steps  that  may  be  necessary  for  the  interests  of 
those  of  our  countrymen  who  may  be  residents  in 
New  York. 

Accept,  sir,  &c. 

(Signed)  E.  DE  PONTOIS. 

From  the  Globe  of  Monday  night,  7th  inst. 

We  have  received  a copy  iroirTa  recent  corres- 
pondence between  the  French  minister,  the  Baron 
de  Deffaudis,  and  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  ot 
Mexico,  in  relation  to  the  claims  of  France  upon 
that  government,  from  which  we  may  hereafter 
ublish  extracts.  In  the  meantime,  we  insert  a 
asty  translation  of  the  manifesto  of  the  president 
of  the  republic,  issued  after  the  correspondence 
had  been  brought  to  a close. 

A translated  copy  of  the  manifesto  of  the  president  of 
the  Mexican  republic  to  the  nation, 
Mexicans:  If  it  be  the  sacred  duty  of  the  chiefs 
of  free  nations  to  address  their  fellow-citizens 
when  an  internal  danger  is  about  to  compromise 
their  interest  and  happiness,  this  obligation  takes 
a more  august  and  more  national  character  w hen 
an  external  war  is  threatened.  Then  the  voice  ol 
the  chief  magistrate  is  the  centre  of  all  opinions,  of 
all  parties;  and  without  the  odious  distinctions  ol 
civil  war,  calls  all  to  defend  the  dignity,  the  rights, 
and  the  honor  of  their  country. 

You  are  already  aware  of  the  deplorable  state  of 
our  relations  with  France,  and  have  been  able  to 
appreciate  the  conduct  of  the  government,  who 
have  employed  every  method  which  their  noble 
and  amicable  sentiments  could  inspire,  to  prevent 
the  hostile  measures  which  at  length  the  French 
cabinet  have  adopted.  Without  hearing  our  min- 
ister, whose  mission  had  for  its  object  to  regulate 
our  relations,  and  found  them  upon  a more  firm  and 
solid  basis;  without  knowing  the  intentions  of  the 
republican  government,  disposed  at  all  times  to 
satisfy  just  and  rational  claims;  without  dates  or 
sufficient  information  upon  the  state  of  the  negotia- 
tions, orders  a naval  force  upon  our  coast,  and  de- 
mands, with  violence,  pecuniary  indemnifications, 
the  removal  from  office  of  our  magistrates,  and 
such  concessions  as  will  cause  a general  alarm  in 
the  continent  of  America.  The  document  pub- 
lished by  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  will  give 
you  every  information,  and  arouse  your  zeal  and 
your  patriotism. 

It  would  be  useless  to  manifest  to  you  the  neces- 
sity of  contesting  upon  the  ultimatum  of  the  French 
government,  in  the  terms  used  in  the  respective 
communication  of  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs. 
There  is  not,  I do  not  a moment  doubt,  one  single 
Mexican,  who  does  not  think  as  thinks,  and  feel  as 
feels,  the  government.  The  honor  of  an  indepen- 


dent nation  is  so  delicate,  that  the  least  fault  which 

might  stain  it  would  cover  it  with  infamy. 

The  blockade  of  our  ports,  to  deprive  the  nation 
of  a part  of  its  pecuniary  resources,  is  about  to  be 
put  in  effect  by  the  French  naval  force.  With  this 
it  is  intended  to  compel  the  government  to  accede 
to  the  pretensions  of  the  ultimatum,  with  assurance 
that  it  will  be  continued  until  those  pretensions  are 
fully  complied  with. 

Nothing  ought  to  intimidate  us,  because,  in  sim- 
ilar circumstances,  the  nation  will  not  be  deficient 
of  any  auxiliaries  that  may  be  necessary;  and  even 
should  she  be  deficient,  would  she,  in  one  solitary 
difficulty,  give  up  her  national  patriotism?  The 
Mexicans  know  how  to  suffer  every  class  of  priva- 
tion; and  these,  so  far  from  cooling  their  enthu- 
siasm, only  excites  their  rage  against  an  unjust  ag- 
gression. 

Mexicans:  Let  us  prepare  ourselves  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  choicest  blessings  enjoyed  by  a free 
people — liberty  and  honor — and  confide  in  the  de- 
cision of  the  government  and  of  the  congress  to 
obey  the  national  vote.  From  this  moment  ought 
to  be  extinguished  every  species  of  odium  and  re- 
sentment which  unfortunately  has  divided  the  mem- 
bers of  the  same  family;  and,  in  your  name,  I de- 
clare him  a traitor  who  shall  foment  disunion  or 
discord. 

Manifest  to  the  world  that  generosity  forms  your 
character,  and  that  the  world  linows  nothing  ofyou 
when  it  attempts  to  present  you  as  men  who  pos- 
sess but  a small  portion  of  hospitality  and  civiliza- 
tion, that  the  F rench  citizens  who  reside  in  our  ter- 
ritory, and  under  the  protection  of  our  laws  and 
authorities,  may  never  have  to  lament  the  least 
aggravation  on  our  part.  Treat  them  with  due 
consideration,  and  do  not  stain  w'ith  the  least 
blemish  the  character  of  the  Mexican  nation. 

We  feel  sensible,  we  cannot  conceal  it,  that  wre 
have  for  our  enemy  the  government  of  one  the 
most  powerful  and  flourishing  nations;  but  if  the 
differences  which  now  exist  have  to  be  decided  by 
justice,  patriotism,  and  above  all,  the  protection  of 
Providence,  we  may  count  on  the  termination  being 
crowned  with  success,  and  exhibit  to  the  world 
that  the  abuse  of  foreign  power  is  not  capable  of 
changing  the  glorious  destinies  of  the  republic. 

Disposed  as  much  for  an  honorable  peace  as  de- 
cided for  an  eternal  war,  your  president  will  oinit 
nothing  on  his  part  to  prevent  any  new  difficulties 
that  may  tend  to  prolong  a state  so  prejudicial  to 
the  interests  of  both  countries.  Nor  does  he  lose 
the  hope  that,  in  the  end,  will  be  re-established 
that  friendship  and  harmony  which  is  of  so  much 
importance  to  both  governments.  If  it  were  not 
thus,  and  if  the  blessings  of  peace  have  to  be  sa- 
crificed in  order  not  to  submit  to  ignominy  and  in- 
famy, let  us  all  unite  in  the  same  spirit  of  1821; 
when,  full  of  confidence  in  the  justice  of  ourcause, 
we  declared  to  the  world  to  sacrifice  our  existence, 
if  it  be  necessary;  and  the  first  to  do  so  is  your 
president  and  friend, 

ANASTASIO  BUSTAMENTE. 

Palacio  of  the  national  government,  Mexico, 
March  31st,  1838. 

MR.  BARNEY’S  LETTER. 

To  William  Lorman,  Esq. 

President  of  the  Bank  of  Baltimore. 

Sir:  Recognising  in  you  the  president  of  the 
oldest,  most  prosperous,  and  best  conducted  bank- 
ing institution  of  the  state — a public  and  patriolic 
citizen,  whose  enlarged  and  liberal  views  have  con- 
tributed more  than  any  other  to  advance  my  native 
city  to  her  present  elevated  position,  an  exemplar 
in  private  life  of  all  domestic  virtues — a gentleman 
whom  from  boyhood  I have  respected  and  esteem- 
ed, I address  you  at  this  epoch  teeming  with 
events  intimately  connected  with  the  future  pros- 
perity of  our  beloved  country. 

The  generous  devotion  ot  our  banking  institu- 
tions in  sacrificing  their  high  standing  in  consent- 
ing to  be  proclaimed  bankrupt,  in  order  to  save 
the  commercial  community,  has  received,  as  it 
merrited,  the  approbation  of  all  intelligent  men, 
and  the  result  has  proved  their  sagacity,  solvency, 
and  solidity. 

Indebted  to  the  general  government  fifty  mil- 
lions, forty-four  of  which  have  been  promptly  paid, 
and  the  balance  secured  under  the  provisions  of  the 
act  of  Congress  of  October  last,  in  a manner  so 
satisfactory  as  to  leave  no  apprehension  of  any  ul- 
timate loss;  thus  proving  themselves  the  only  safe 
and  appropriate  depositories  of  the  public  revenues. 
To  entitle  them  to  a continuance,  and  to  ensure  a 
return  to  one  currency  for  the  government  and  the 
people,  viz.  that  of  the  notes  of  specie-paying 
banks,  it  is  indispensable  that  they  should  promptly 
resume. 

To  indicate  the  means  by  which  this  desirable 
end  can  be  attained,  is  the  object  of  the  present 
communication. 


Confidence,  universal  and  all-pervading,  must 

first  be  restored.  Confidence,  m the  transactions 
ot  life,  is  a better  circulating  medium  than  gold 
or  silver,  and  it  is  a mystery  how  an  article,  val- 
ueless in  itself,  should  have  become,  by  common 
consent,  the  representative  and  uniform  standard 
of  values  among  all  the  nations  of  the  globe,  bar- 
barian and  civilized,  Turk,  Hottentot,  Infidel,  and 
Christian. 

Commerce,  that  “wafts  a sigh  from  Indus  to  the 
Pole” — commerce,  the  twin-sister  of  agriculture, 
the  handmaid  of  manufactures,  (for  not  a vessel 
floats  the  ocean  but  is  freighted  with  the  produce 
of  a fertile  soil,  the  labor  and  the  industry  of  the 
loom  and  of  the  shuttle,) — commerce,  which,  by 
facilitating  intercourse,  creates  an  identity  of  inter- 
est that  unites  man  to  man,  no  matter  how  remote, 
how  varied  the  clime,  or  how  different  his  habits 
and  pursuits,  has  produced  this  great  result,  for  the 
convenience  of  the  human  race. 

A portion  of  the  precious  metals  has  therefore 
become  a necessary  ingredient  in  the  happiness  of 
man.  Their  entire  disappearance  from  circulation 
may  be  endured  for  a limited  period,  but  cannot  be 
submitted  to  when  the  causes  which  led  to  their 
being  dispensed  with  have  passed  away.  The 
period  for  united  action  has  arrived.  New  York, 
being  a creditor  state,  is  deeply  interested  in  a re- 
turn to  a sound  currency  ; every  dollar  received  by 
her  from  her  debtors  is  a loss  on  the  legitimate  pro- 
fits of  her  trade  to  the  full  amount  of  the  depre- 
ciation. 

Her  councils  are  regulated  by  practical,  enlight- 
ened, and  intelligent  men.  She  knows  her  posi- 
tion, and  understands  her  true  interests.  Antici- 
pating events,  the  vaults  of  her  moneyed  institu- 
tions groan  with  ample  stores  of  coin;  with  lavish 
hand  she  is  prepared  and  willing  to  pourttn  m out, and 
fill  every  bxhausted  stream  w ith  its  joyous  presence. 
The  transition  from  gloom  to  glory  will  flash  with 
the  rapidity  of  a sun-beam,  the  moment  assurance 
is  given  that  other  banks  will  follow  suit  within  a 
limited  time,  say  sixty  days  after  the  10th  May, 
and  why  not  follow  suit?  Why,  after  she  has  made 
this  sagacious  move,  permit  yourselves  to  be 
checkmated  in  public  opinion,  and  keep  shuffling 
the  pack  until  January,  when  the  game  is  in  your 
hand,  counting  honors  only,  leaving  the  tricks  to 
your  revilers?  Our  country  is  in  a condition  re- 
quiring the  aid  of  patriots  and  statesmen  to  sus- 
tain us  through  the  crisis. 

The  eternal  snows  which  rest  on  the  crater  of 
Aetna  give  no  indication  of  the  volcanic  fires  w hich 
rage  within;  neither  does  our  present  peaceful  at- 
titude indicate  the  storm  which  may  overtake  us. 
One  territory  has  been  scourged  by  war’s  desola- 
lation.  Alihough  the  blood  and  treasure  of  the 
nation  has  been  poured  on  the  sands  of  Florida,  a 
most  skillful  officer  gives  his  decided  opinion  that 
it  will  reqire  an  army  of  twenty  thousand  men  to 
extirpate  our  invisible,  and,  heretofore,  invincible 
foes,  who,  springing  from  the  grass  like  men  of 
Dhu,  mow  down  their  adversaries,  and  retreat  in 
safety  to  the  everglades  and  swamps  of  their  im- 
penetrable hammocks. 

A border  war,  touching  three  states,  is  threaten- 
ed by  the  determination  of  the  Cherokees  not  to 
remove;  and  although  the  department  have  wisely 
confided  the  control  of  all  the  military  movements 
to  the  sagacity  and  firmness  of  (he  most  humane 
and  accomplished  soldier  of  the  age,  (gen.  Scott,) 
yet,  as  he  has  found  it  necessary  to  call  out  nine 
thousand  militia,  in  addition  to  the  volunteers  and 
regulars  placed  at  his  command,  when  our  whole 
southwestern  frontier  is  now  the  abode  of  fierce 
warriors  ready  and  willing  to  devastate  its  fertile 
fields  and  slumbering  population,  serious  results 
rnay  be  anticipated.  I will  not  allude  to  the  ex- 
isting difficulties  with  great  and  powerful  nations, 
but  content  myself  with  the  expression  of  a con- 
viction that  a crisis  has  arrived,  requiring  the  com- 
bined efforts  of  every  patriot  to  aid  his  country  in 
preserving  the  blessings  of  peace  and  prosperity. 
Three  years  yet  remain  of  the  unexpired  term  of 
this  administration.  Conversing  wilh  a distin- 
guished man,  whom  the  sagacious  and  discerning 
Gallatin  recently  designated  as  the  most  accom- 
plished statesman  of  the  age,  he  remarked,  “your 
suggestions,  if  carried  out,  will  insure  the  pros- 
perity of  the  country,  and  probably  recall  the 
waning  popularity  of  the  powers  that  now  control 
its  destinies.  Be  it  so.  Let  the  weal  of  the  re- 
public be  our  motto;  the  wo  result  to  us  individually. 
Our  country  first  and  last,  onr  individual  exalta- 
tion weighs  not  a feather  in  the  scale.”  The  sen- 
timent was  godlike— w orthy  of  the  man,  and  wor- 
thy ot  imitation  and  adoption. 

The  treasury  designs  to  anticipate  the  instal- 
ment due  by  the  United  States  Bank  in  September, 
1838,  and  1839,  of  four  millions,  and  the  liquidated 
balances  adjusted  by  the  deposite  banks  of  six  mil- 
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lions,  secured  to  be  paid  within  the  same  period. 
This  is  not  creating  a debt,  it  is  precisely  realizing 
an  amount  due,  as  merchants  practise  every  day  in 
discounting  their  bills  receivable.  Ten  millions 
more,  however,  will  be  required  ere  the  year  closes 
to  meet  the  cost  of  Indian  wars,  and  ordinary  ex- 
penditures. 

On  the  3 1st  December,  the  last  instalment  of  the 
surplus  is  payable  to  the  states,  and  must  be  dis- 
charged. They  have  appropriated  and  will  enforce 
its  payment.  Thus,  within  eight  months,  will 
government  securities  be  afloat  to  the  amount  of 
thn  ty  millions.  It  should  be  a subject  of  rejoicing, 
rather  than  lamentation,  for  thereby  we  are  secured 
against  too  rapid  a diminution  of  the  protective 
duties,  which  are  indispensable  to  the  preservation 
of  our  home  industry,  and  at  the  same  time  it  re- 
lieves us  from  the  apprehension  of  a surplus,  that 
apple  of  interminable  discord. 

If  the  proper  direction  be  given  to  these  loans, 
they  become  a mine  of  wealth  to  our  exhausted 
finances,  provided  the  wants  of  the  treasury  be  not 
permitted  to  absorb  the  little  remaining  floating 
capital  left  us,  but  be  negotiated  abroad,  and  thus 
cause  the  current  of  gold  and  silver  to  flow  back 
from  Europe,  until  it  be  flood  tide  in  every  ex- 
hausted stream  in  our  arid  and  parching  land. 

A plethora  now  prevails  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Atlantic.  The  required  regular  specie  balance  in 
the  Bank  of  England  is  five  millions  sterling;  by 
the  latest  accounts,  they  were  shaking  with  an 
ague  of  apprehension  at  the  prospect  of  its  swelling 
to  twelve,  thus  leaving  a dead  weight  of  seven 
millions;  and  although  they  have  ceased  remitting 
to  this  country  in  consequence  of  the  prospect  of 
a rise  in  exchange  rendering  it  unprofitable,  yet, 
when  government  securities  shall  gladden  their 
eyes,  most  cheerfully  will  they  hasten  to  supply 
our  wants,  knowing  that  their  best  customer  once 
at  ease,  the  benedictions  of  Manchester,  Birming- 
ham, Sheffield,  Liverpool,  and  London,  will  greet 
them  in  unmeasured  terms  for  having  restored  to 
life,  animation,  and  activity  the  best  customers  and 
consumers  of  their  various  fabrics  of  cotton,  wool, 
and  iron.  Why  has  not  the  period  arrived  when 
all  our  banking  institutions  north  of  Georgia  may 
resume  simultaneously?  (South,  their  indebted- 
ness for  heavy  purchases  of  land  and  slaves  at  high 
prices  require  that  another  crop  should  be  permit- 
ted to  come  into  market  before  they  are  expected 
to  co-operate.) 

An  uncertainty  as  to  the  views  of  the  general 
government  has  authorized  delay.  I feel,  myself, 
fully  justified  in  the  assurance  that  all  apprehen- 
sions on  this  score  are  at  an  end.  I not  only  be- 
lieve, but  know,  that  the  members  of  the  adminis- 
tration, whose  peculiar  province  it  is  to  regulate 
and  control  the  finances,  are  not  only  sincerely  de- 
sirous to  aid  the  banks  and  the  community  in  re- 
turning to  specie  payments,  but  will  co-operate  by 
every  means  in  their  power. 

That  the  notes  of  all  sound,  specie-paying  banks 
will  be  received  and  disbursed  by  their  agents,  and 
no  demand  made  for  coin  that  can  embarrass  or 
derange  any  institution;  and  that  if  coin  should  be 
required  to  any  amount  for  the  mint,  Indian  annui- 
ties, or  other  disbursements,  they  will  prefer  to 
procure  it  abroad  to  drain  the  vaults  of  the  banks. 
Not  only  this,  but  other  and  effectual  means  will 
be  adopted  to  prevent  government  securities  which 
may  hereafter  be  issued  absorbing  the  floating  cap- 
ital of  the  country,  now  so  much  reduced  as  to  be 
inadequate  to  supply  the  commercial  demand, 

By  fire,  by  losses  on  cotfon,  bad  debts  in  the 
south,  decline  in  value  of  foreign  importations, 
bank  contractions  of  loans  and  circulation,  the  city 
of  New  York  has  had  eighty  millions  entirely  an- 
nihilated within  a few  months.  It  is  amazing  how 
she  sustains  herself;  she  has  bent  to  the  storm, 
and  will  rise  with  an  elasticity  that  will  evidence 
what  enterprise,  industry,  and  economy  can  ac- 
complish. 

Her  return  to  prosperity  commences  with  her  re- 
sumption of  specie  payments.  The  experiment 
has  satisfied  the  nation  that  banks  are  but  another 
name  for  the  republic.  As  stockholders,  deposi- 
tors, borrowers  of  their  capital,  or  holders  and  cir- 
culators of  their  notes,  every  man,  woman,  and 
child,  is  a banker,  or  interested  in  banks. 

Although  the  Glo'ne  has  heretofore  shadowed 
out  co  ning  events  with  unerring  accuracy,  it  was 
at  fault,  but  is  now  in  position. 

Specie  is  sunerabundant.  The  Bank  of  Ameri- 
ca, in  New  York,  has  twelve  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars  in  its  vaults,  and  only  two  hun- 
dred thousand  in  circulation. 

The  elements  of  prosperity  are  rife  in  our  be- 
loved country.  We  were  drunk  with  prosperity. 
In  New  York,  men  driving  thaw  milk  carts  through 
the  streets  were  pointed  out  as  worth  $300, 001); 
they  had  refused  this  sum  for  their  cow  pastures:  a 


city  twenty  miles  long  had  been  laid  out,  capable 
of  accommodating  a population  of  twenty  millions, 
and  each  lot  worth  five  thousand  dollars. 

Economy  and  industry  now  take  the  place  of  ex- 
travagance and  speculation.  We  have  rebounded, 
with  an  elasticity  which  has  astonished  the  world, 
from  distress  and  embarrassment  unparralleled  in 
the  history  of  any  commercial  nation — are  now  at 
the  foot  of  the  ladder;  ever  step  we  take  must  be 
in  the  ascending  scale.  I confidently  anticipate 
years  of  uninterrupted  prosperity,  equal  to  any  we 
have  ever  known  in  the  most  palmy  days  of  the 
republic. 

I come  to  the  result.  The  death  of  the  sub- 
treasury  leaves  in  full  force  the  act  of  1816  recog- 
nising the  notes  of  specie-paying  banks  as  the 
currency  of  the  country,  receivable  for  all  public 
dues;  and  Mr.  Webster’s  amendment,  as  adopted  by 
the  senate,  repeals  the  specie  circular  in  regard  to 
public  lands.  Let  congressional  legislation  sanc- 
tion the  negotiation  abroad  of  stocks  or  treasury 
notes.  Then  our  banking  institutions  can  at  once 
follow  the  noble  example  set  by  New  York.  Con- 
fidence restored,  specie  will  flow  into  their  vaults, 
as  the  only  safe  depository,  instead  of  being  hoard- 
ed and  watched  in  its  hiding  places  by  all  the  old 
women  and  feeble-minded  men  in  town  and  coun- 
try. 

To  consummate  and  render  permanent  our  on- 
ward march  to  prosperity  and  happiness,  one  great 
measure  remains  to  be  achieved;  and  notwithstand- 
ing the  unequivocal  expressions  of  hostility  by  the 
present  chief  magistrate,  to  whose  fiat  the  control- 
ling power  is  vested  by  the  constitution,  I gather 
courage  from  despair,  and  will  hope  for  his  sig- 
nature to  a national  bank,  whenever  congress  shall 
enact  a charter.  He  has  an  illustrious  precedent 
in  the  immortal  Madison.  Enjoying  the  high  grati- 
fication of  a long  personal  interview  at  a period 
when  all  worldly  influences  had  ceased  to  operate 
on  his  great  mind,  just  before  his  pure  and  gentle 
spirit  winged  its  flight  to  the  mansions  of  bliss, 
there  to  repose  forever  in  the  bosom  of  that  God 
whom  he  had  never  offended,  but  had  sought  to 
propitiate  by  every  act  which  could  dignity  him  as 
a patriot,  adorn  him  as  a statesman,  or  exalt  him  as 
a Christian,  I treasure  his  remarks  as  elegant  ex- 
tracts from  a fountain  of  virtue,  wisdom,  and 
knowledge,  matured  by  the  practical  experience  of 
half  a century  devoted  to  politics,  literature,  and 
science,  as  the  most  cherished  recollections  of  my 
life,  and  I can  never  forget  incidents  connected 
with  an  annual  pilgrimage  to  a patriarch’s  shrine, 
where  hospitality,  intelligence,  patriotism,  virtue, 
and  wisdom,  all  combined  to  gratify,  instruct,  and 
delight. 

On  the  subject  of  a national  bank,  he  said  at  one 
period  of  his  life  his  convictions  of  its  unconstitu- 
tionally were  firm  and  uncompromising;  but  when 
the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States — the  high- 
est judicial  authority  known  to  our  country,  the 
proudest  and  most  enlightened  in  Christendom — 
had,  after  mature  deliberation,  solemnly  pronounc- 
ed its  decision,  after  the  assembled  wisdom  of  the 
nation  had  twice  called  it  into  existence  by  con- 
gressional legislation,  and  the  people  themselves 
sanctioned  it  by  their  voice,  the  two  co-ordinate 
branches  of  government  thus  deciding  against  his 
individual  opinion,  he  could  not  permit  himself 
longer  to  doubt;  and,  sir,  sai  l he,  my  mind,  after 
years  of  intense  reflection,  has  arrived  at  the  con- 
clusion that  no  commercial  nation  can  prosper 
without  a national  bank;  it  is  the  great  balance- 
wheel  in  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  country — in- 
dispensable to  the  preservation  of  a sound  and 
wholesome  circulating  medium:  without  it  specie 
payments  could  not  have  been  resumed  in  1817* 
wiihout  it  they  never  can  be  permanently  maintain- 
ed. “Hope  springs  eternal  in  the  human  breast,  it 
points  to  brighter  days,  and  bids  defiance  to  des- 
pair.” The  co-operation  of  the  great,  the  good, 
and  the  wise,  without  party  distinction,  alone  is 
required  to  place  our  country  on  the  apex  of  pros- 
perity and  happiness. 

Respectfully,  your  friend, 

John'  Barney. 


CANADIAN  AFFAIRS. 

Speech  of  Gov.  Head  on  proroguing  the  legisla- 
ture of  Upper  Canada.  The  legislature  being  in 
session  on  1st  March,  sir  Francis  B.  Head,  address- 
ed them  as  follows,  omitting  the  mere  formal  thanks 
for  their  vote  of  supplies,  &c. 

Honorable  gentlemen,  and  gentlemen: 

I regret  to  say  that  there  still  exists  among  a por- 
tion of  the  American  people  so  strong  a desire  to 
force  upon  the  free  inhabitants  of  this  province,  re- 
publican institutions,  that  with  scarcelyan  excep- 
tion every  government  arsenal  from  lake  Cham- 
plain to  lake  Michigan,  ha?  within  the  last  two 


months  been  broken  open  and  plundered,  to  furnish 
arms  for  the  invasion  of  this  portion  of  the  British 
empire;  and  however  the  circumstance  may  be 
explained,  it  is  certainly  a remarkable  tact,  that  all 
these  robberies  have  been  effected  without  the 
sacrifice  of  a single  life,  and  without  even  the  im- 
prisonment of  the  person  who  is  notoriously  the  in- 
stigator of  these  acts. 

The  wrong  which  citizens  of  the  neighboring 
states  have  committed,  by  thus  attempting  to  dic- 
tate to  the  inhabitants  of  Upper  Canada  the  form 
of  government  under  which  they  are  hencefor- 
ward to  exist,  will,  as  the  assertion  of  a new  theory, 
be  condemned  by  the  civilized  world  as  severely, 
as  in  practice  it  has  been  repudiated  by  the  people 
of  this  province. 

What  right,  it  will  be  calmly  asked,  have  the 
inhabitants  of  one  country,  armed  with  the  artillery 
and  weapons  of  their  government,  to  interfere  with 
the  political  institutions  of  another?  What  excuse, 
it  will  be  gravely  considered,  had  citizens  of  the 
United  States  for  invading  the  terrritory  of  Upper 
Canada? 

When  our  colored  population  were  informed  that 
American  citizens,  sympathising  with  their  suffer- 
ings, had  taken  violent  possession  of  Navy  island, 
for  the  double  object  of  liberating  them  from  the 
Ihe  domination  of  British  rule,  and  of  imparting  to 
them  the  blessings  of  republican  institutions,  based 
upon  the  principle  that  all  men  are  born  equal,  did 
our  colored  brethren  hail  their  approach? — No!  on 
the  contrary,  they  hastened  as  volunteers  in  wagon 
loads  to  the  Niagara  frontier  to  beg  from  me  per- 
mission, that  in  the  intended  attack  upon  Navy 
island  they  might  be  permitted  lo  form  the  forlorn 
hope — in  short  they  supplicated,  that  they  might  be 
allowed  to  be  foremost  to  defend  the  gloiious  insti- 
tutions of  Great  Britian. 

When  the  mild  aborigines  of  this  continent  who 
live  among  us  uninjured  and  respected,  were  in- 
formed that  citizens  of  the  United  States,  disre- 
garding the  wampum-belt  which  was  sacredly  con- 
necting them  with  Great  Britain,  had  invaded  our 
shores  to  sympathise  with  the  sufferings  of  the  red 
tenants  of  the  forest,  and  to  otter  them  American 
friendship  instead  of  the  enmity  of  British  rule,  did 
our  Indian  brethren  hail  their  approach?  No,  their 
chiefs  and  warriors  instantly  painted  their  faces  for 
battle,  and  with  rifles  in  their  hands  those  free-born 
defenders  of  their  virgin  soil  appeared  before  me 
with  a solitary  request,  namely,  that  in  case  of  their 
death  their  wives  and  children  might  be  pensioned. 

The  Six  Nations  Indians,  the  Missisguas,  the  Chip- 
pewas,  the  Hurons,  and  the  Ottawas,  spontaneously 
competed  with  each  other  in  a determination  to  die, 
if  necessary  in  defending  the  British  government, 
under  whose  parental  protection  they  and  their  fa- 
thers had  been  born. 

When  the  Canadian  farmers  and  yeomen  of  Bri- 
tish origin  were  informed  that  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  sympathising  with  their  sufferings,  had  in 
three  instances  taken  forcible  possession  of  her 
majesty’s  territory,  for  the  purpose  of  liberating 
them  from  the  British  domination — that,  with  this 
object  in  view,  the  American  leaders  had  issued 
proclamations  promising  to  each  liberator  three 
hundred  acres  o(  the  best  lands  of  Upper  Canada, 
with  one  hundred  dollars  in  silver— that  the  Ame- 
rican self-styled  general  in  command  of  the  libera- 
tors had  called  upon  the  citizens  of  Upper  Canada 
“lo  free  their  land  from  tyranny” — “to  rally  round  the 
standard  of  liberty” — “to  lay  down  their  arms” — in 
which  case,  it  was  beneficially  promised  to  them,  that 
“their  persons  and  property  should  be  protected,”  and 
that  if  they  would  “cease  resistance,  all  would  be  well 
with  them,” — did  the  Canadian  inhabitants  hail  their 
approach?  No,  on  the  contrary,  their  brave  and 
loyal  militia,  allhough  totally  deprived  of  the  assis- 
tance of  her  majesty’s  regular  troops,  rose  simul- 
taneously, and  regardless  of  every  private  conside- 
ration, wherever  the  invaders  appeared,  thousands 
of  bayonets  were  seen  bristling  on  our  shore,  ready 
to  receive  them.  On  the  eastern,  as  well  as  on  the 

western  frontier,  but  one  feeling  prevailed, it 

was  a noble  determination  on  the  part  of  freemen, 
to  conquer  or  die  in  defence  of  their  religion — their 
constitution — (heir  character — their  families — and 
farms, — yet  notwithstanding  their  excited  feeling, 
when  the  American  citizens,  who  from  an  armed 
schooner,  had  cruelly  battered  the  town  of  Am- 
herstburgh,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  brave  militia 
of  the  western  district,  (in  which  not  a single  rebel 
had  been  in  arms,)  did  these  prisoners  fall  victims 
to  popular  fury,  or  were  they  even  insulted?  No; 
the  instant  our  invaders  surrendered  to  British 
powpr,  they  experienced  that  mercy  which  adorns 
the  British  name, — their  wounds  were  healed  at 
our  hospitals — and  from  the  western  extremity  of 
Upper  Canada,  they  were  conducted  unharmed 
through  the  province,  safe  under  the  protecting 
apgis  of  our  laws! 
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When  a band  of  rebels,  defeated  in  their  cruel  oh- 
ject  to  reduce  this  capital  to  ashes  in  the  depth  of 
a Canadian  winter,  were,  after  the  conflict  at  gal- 
lows-hill, brought  to  me  as  prisoners  on  the  field — 
was  any  distinction  made  between  American  bom 
and  our  other  Canadian  subjects?  No,  all  were 
released.  Before  the  assembled  militia  of  Upper 
Canada  all  were  equally  pardoned;  and  though  ma- 
ny of  our  brave  men,  smarting  under  feelings  natu- 
ral at  the  moment,  evidently  disapproved  of  the 
decision,  yet  all  bowed  in  obedience  to  the  admin- 
istration of  their  laws;  and,  under  the  noble  influ- 
ence of  monarchical  government,  they  allowed  their 
assailants  to  pass  uninjured  through  their  ranks. 

When  the  gallant  inhabitants  of  the  provinces  of 
New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia,  received  intelli- 
gence that  American  citizens  had  commenced  an 
attempt  to  free  the  British  North  American  colo- 
nies “ from,  the  tyrany  of  British  rule,”  did  they  re- 
joice at  the  event?  No;  a burst  of  loyalty,  re- 
sounded through  their  lands,  and  a general  desire 
to  assist  us  was  evinced. 

If  Upper  Canada  was  merely  a young,  healthy 
province,  with  no  protection  on  the  continent  of 
America,  but  its  character,  its  industry,  and  the 
agricultural  difficulties  it  has  to  contend  with — its 
filial  attachment  to  the  government — the  bravery  it 
has  shown  in  its  defence — and  the  mercy  it  has  ex- 
tended to  its  captured  assailants,  ought  to  be  suffi- 
cient to  make  its  aggressors  ashamed  of  their  late 
attempt  to  force  upon  their  neighbors,  institutions 
which  they  conscientiously  and  unequivocally  re- 
ject. But  when  it  is  considered  that  Upper  Canada 
is  an  integral  portion  of  the  British  empire,  and  that 
the  two  countries  are  atthis  moment  bound  together 
by  a solemn  treaty  of  peace,  the  faithless  attack  of 
citizens  of  the  United  States  upon  the  province,  after 
it  had  completely  quelled  a slight  domestic  insur- 
rection, will,  if  persisted  in,  excite  feelings  among 
the  generous  nations  of  Europe,  which  will  add 
but  little  to  the  character  of  republican  institutions; 
for  surely  the  smile  of  a nation  should  not  be  more 
dreaded  than  its  frown,  or  its  extended  hand  be 
more  fatal  than  its  uplifted  arm. 

When  the  facts  just  stated  are  clearly  compre- 
hended by  intelligent  men,  how  will  the  American 
citizens  who  have  so  wantonly  attacked  the  British 
empire,  find  it  possible  to  explain  that  the  province 
of  Upper  Canada  required  them  to  interfere  in  its 
concerns/ 

But  it  seems  now'  to  be  admitted,  that  our  inva- 
ders have  been  deceived — that  they  falsely  estima- 
ted the  Canadian  people — and  that  they  have  at 
last  learned  that  the  yeoman,  farmers,  militia, 
Indians,  and  colored  population  of  this  province, 
prefer  British  institutions  to  democracy;  neverthe- 
less, as  an  ex  post  facto  excuse  for  the  sinful  and 
repeated  invasion  of  the  province,  it  is  urged  that 
the  crew  of  the  Caroline  steamboat,  w hich  was  cap- 
tured more  than  fourteen  days  after  Navy  Island 
had  been  forcibly  taken  from  us,  have  been  “assas- 
sinated,” and  that  “an  extraordinary  outrage”  has 
been  committed  upon  the  Americans  by  our  militia, 
who  so  ably  and  gallantly  cut  off  that  pirate  vessel. 

If  Navy  Island  had  been  violently  taken  posses- 
sion of  by  Canadian  rebels,  instead  of  by  a body  of 
Americans,  armed,  fed,  and  commanded  by  Ameri- 
can citizens — if  these  Canadian  rebels  had  then 
thought  proper  to  invade  the  United  States,  to 
break  open  half  a dozen  of  their  state  arsenals — to 
rob  each  of  many  hundred  stand  of  arms — to  plun- 
der from  the  American  government  twenty-two 
pieces  of  cannon — and  set  the  laws  and  authorities 
of  the  republic  at  defiance, — could  any  reasonable 
man  declare,  that  we  should  offer,  or  that  we  could 
be  supposed  to  intend  to  offer,  any  offence  to  our 
allies,  if  in  a moment  of  profound  peace,  we  were 
to  pursue  in  the  Niagara  river,  the  guilty  vessel 
which  had  transported  to  the  island  these  Ameri- 
can arms,  and  capture  her,  w’hether  she  w'ere  in 
British  waters — in  American  waters — moored  to 
the  British  shore — or  to  the  American  shore? — 
would  it  not  be  our  bounden  duty  to  the  American 
people,  to  capture  this  pirate  vessel?— and  if  it  were 
to  fail  to  do  so,  might  not  our  allies  hold  us  respon- 
sible for  acts  of  such  unprovoked  aggression  com- 
mitted upon  them  by  British  subjects,  inhabiting  a 
British  island. 

Again,  supposing  that  the  Americans  were  to  co- 
operate with  us  (as,  under  such  circumstances,  ot 
course  they  would  have  done,)  in  chasing  this  pi- 
rate vessel,  could  it  be  supposed  for  a moment,  that 
each  power  would  only  be  permitted  by  the  other 
to  capture  her,  so  long  only  as  she  continued  in 
their  own  half  of  the  river:  and  that  if  our  British 
boatmen,  at  the  peril  of  their  lives,  were  to  capture 
the  vessel  in  American  waters,  or  on  the  American 
shore,  it  would  be  considered  by  the  Americans  as 
a “violent  outrage?”  There  can  be  no  doubt  in 
the  mind  of  any  reasonable  man,  that  we  should 
only  perform  our  duty  to  the  Americans,  by  de- 


stroying a vessel  belonging  to  our  own  islanders, 
which  had  so  grossly  insulted  them — which  had 
completely  overpowered  their  government — and 
which  in  a moment  of  peace,  had  so  flagrantly  vio- 
lated the  laws  of  nations.  And  if  we  should  be 
justified  in  capturing  the  vessel  of  our  islanders,  on 
account  of  the  wrongs  they  had  perpetrated  upon 
the  American  nation,  surely  we  should  have  addi- 
tional right  to  do  so  on  our  own  account,  if  the 
twenty-two  pieces  of  cannon  forcibly  wrested  from 
the  American  government  had  not  only  been  em- 
ployed for  a fortnight,  in  firing  from  the  island 
upon  the  peaceable  subjects  of  her  majesty,  but  to 
our  certain  knowledge,  were  about  to  be  transport- 
ed to  our  main  land  for  the  purpose  of  committing 
murder,  arson  and  robbery  in  this  province! 

It  is,  however,  declaied  by  our  allies,  that  because 
these  lawless  possessors  of  our  island  turned  out 
to  be  American  citizens,  and  because  their  own 
government  was  totally  unable  to  restrain  them, 
the  capture  of  their  vessel  by  us  became  a “violent 
outrage!” 

It  would  not  have  been  considered  by  them  an 
outrage,  had  we  by  force  of  arms  prevented  Cana- 
dian islanders  from  violating  American  arsenals — 
from  insulting  American  authorities — and  from 
firing  twenty-two  pieces  of  the  United  States  can- 
non upon  British  subjects, — but  it  is  considered  as 
an  outrage,  lor  us  to  prevent  an  American  vessel 
from  enabling  American  citizens  to  commit  these 
unparalled  aggressions. 

In  the  history  of  this  province,  the  capture  of  the 
Caroline  (whoever  might  have  been  her  crew,) 
will,  I maintain,  be  respected  by  future  ages  as  a 
noble  proof  of  the  sincerity  of  the  Canadian  people 
to  fulfil  their  engagements,  by  crushing  a pirate 
force  which  in  violation  of  existing  treaties,  was 
insulting  from  a British  Island,  their  American  al- 
lies, and  which  general  Arcularius,  governor  Ma- 
son, governor  Marcy,  the  president  and  legislature 
of  the  United  States,  had  absolutely  found  too  pow- 
erful for  the  executive  force  of  the  republic  to  con- 
trol. 

The  fact  that  the  pirate  force  was  composed  of 
and  commanded  by  American  citizens,  adds  to  the 
aggression  committed  against  the  Canadians,  but 
subtracts  nothing  from  the  crime  of  robbery  perpe- 
trated upon  the  United  States  arsenal,  unless, indeed, 
the  American  people,  or  the  American  authorities, 
should  deem  it  proper  to  declare  that  it  was  no  rob- 
bery at  all,  for  that  the  aggression  was  approved 
of,  that  the  state  cannon  and  state  muskets  were 
knowingly  and  willfully  lent  to  the  invaders  of 
Navy  Island,  for  the  purpose  of  forcing  republican 
institutions  upon  the  people  of  Upper  Canada,  and 
that  under  these  circumstances  which  are  incredi- 
ble, the  attack  of  Canadian  militia  upon  the  Ame- 
rican citizens  who  were  on  board  the  Caroline,  was 
“an  extraordinary  outrage.” 

But  supposing  for  a moment  this  false  reasoning 
to  be  unanswerable — supposing  even  that  the  com- 
mission of  the  outrage  were  to  be  admitted  by  the 
Canadians — and  that  it  were  also  to  be  admitted 
by  them  that  the  capture,  by  the  Canadians,  of  a 
small  steamboat  moored  to  the  American  shore  was 
an  outrage,  equal  in  magnitude  to  the  capture  of 
Navy  Island  by  American  citizens,  still  to  make 
the  Canadian  outrage  as  flagrant  as  that  which  had 
been  committed  upon  us  by  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  it  would  have  been  necessary  for  the  Cana- 
dians, after  they  had  taken  possession  of  the  Caro- 
line, to  have  fired  from  her  deck  with  twenty-two 
pieces  of  cannon,  for  more  than  a fortnight  upon 
the  American  shore;  and  even  then,  though  the 
outrages  W'ould  certainly  have  been  rendered  appa- 
rently equal,  still  the  former  would  have  been  an 
outrage  of  retaliation  upon  an  enemy,  the  latter  an 
outrage  of  unprovoked  attack  upon  a friend. 

There  are  two  facts  which  the  American  nation 
have  not  power  to  deny. 

1st.  That  it  is  their  interest,  as  well  as  their  duty 
to  fulfil  their  treaties. 

2d.  That  if  the  people  be  permitted  to  rob  the 
United  States’ arsenals  in  order  to  invade  a friendly 
power,  the  lawless  body  will  very  soon  find  out 
that  it  is  easier  to  plunder  their  own  wealthy,  de- 
fenceless citizens,  than  the  poor,  brave,  well  armed 
people  of  Upper  Canada. 

I have  felt  it  to  be  the  especial  duty  of  the  legis- 
lative station  I hold,  not  only  to  protest  against  the 
unprincipled  invasion  of  this  province  by  its  allies, 
but  to  vindicate  the  inhabitants  from  the  unreason- 
able accusation,  which,  without  due  inquiry,  was 
made  against  them  by  the  federal  government  of  the 
United  States,  of  having  “assassinated”  the  crew 
of  the  Caroline. 

The  memoir  of  the  attack  which  has  just  been 
made  upon  us,  offers  a moral  to  the  mother  coun- 
try which  I feel  confident  will  create  throughout 
the  empire  considerable  sensation;  for  although  the 
old  country  is  not  without  its  share  of  human  mis- 


apprehension and  prejudice,  particularly  as  regards 
its  transatlantic  possessions,  yet  when  facts  are 
clearly  submitted  to  it,  itsjudgmentis  alwayssound, 
and  its  verdict  nobly  impartial. 

The  struggle  on  this  continent  between  monar- 
chy and  democracy,  has  been  a problem  which  Up- 
per Canada  has  just  solved. 

It  has  been  very  strongly  argued,  even  in  Eng- 
land, that  democracy  was  the  only  form  of  Gov- 
ernment indigenous  to  the  soil  of  America,  and 
that  monarchy  was  a power  which  required  here 
artificial  support. 

With  a view  to  subvert  this  theory  the  whole  of 
the  queen’s  troops  were  allowed  to  retire  from  the 
province,  and  the  result,  as  had  been  anticipated,^ 
was  that  the  people  of  Upper  Canada  W'ere  no 
sooner  left  uncontrolled  than  they  proclaimed  them- 
seves  in  favor  of  monarchical  institutions.  Sur- 
rounded by  temptations  on  almost  every  side  they 
indignantly  rejected  them  all;  in  a few  hours  they 
succesfully  put  down  insurrection  in  their  own 
land,  and  when  American  citizens,  astonished  as 
well  as  disappointed  at  their  loyalty,  determined 
to  force  them  to  become  republicans,  people  of  all 
religions  and  of  all  politics,  rushed  to  the  frontier 
to  die  in  defence  of  their  glorious  constitution. 

The  conduct  of  the  militia  of  Upper  Canada  at- 
tracted the  attention  of  the  gallant  and  loyal  inha- 
bitants of  New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia,  whose 
legislatures  have  done  themselves,  as  well  as  this 
province,  the  honor  of  promptly  expressing  their 
unqualified  approbation  of  the  attachment  which 
has  been  evinced  here  to  the  British  Constitution. 

When  these  facts  shall  arrive  before  the  English 
people,  and  when  they  shall  also  have  taken  into 
their  consideration  the  devoted  and  unalterable  at- 
tachment which  the  British  population  of  Lower 
Canada  have  evinced  for  our  revered  institutions, 
surely  they  will  come  to  the  conclusion,  that  the 
concurrent  opinions  of  her  majesty’s  North  Ame- 
rican colonies,  respecting  the  relative  advantages 
between  monarchy  and  democracy  in  America, 
must  be  sounder  than  their  own  can  be,  inasmuch 
as  eye  witnesses  judge  more  correctly  than  people 
can  possibly  do  who  are  living  four  thousand  miles 
off. 

The  people  of  England  will,  I trust,  not  fail  to 
admire  the  calmness,  the  resolution,  the  generosity 
and  the  honorable  subjection  to  their  laws,  which 
have  distinguished  the  inhabitants  of  Upper  Cana- 
da; and,  on  the  other  hand,  they  certainly  cannot 
fail  to  observe,  that  the  republican  project  of  our 
English  reformers,  namely,  to  make  the  people  bit 
by  bit  responsible  only  to  themselves,  has  ended  in 
America  by  the  government  of  the  United  States 
confessing  its  total  inability  to  restrain  the  passions 
of  its  citizens,  to  guard  the  state  arsenals,  or  to 
maintain  its  treaties  with  its  oldest  and  most  natu- 
ral ally. 

Lastly — the  British  people  will,  I trust,  observe 
with  considerable  alarm,  that  the  leading  advocates 
for  organic  changes  in  our  institutions,  are  either  at 
this  moment  lying  in  our  jails  as  traitors,  or  from 
having  absconded,  are  sell-banished  from  the  pro- 
vince; in  short,  that  their  pretended  efforts  to  obtain 
in  Upper  Canada,  what  they  called  “liberty  for  the 
people ,”  has  ended  in  a most  infamous  and  sell-in- 
terested attempt  to  plunder  private  property,  rob 
the  banks,  and  burn  to  ashes  the  rising  capital  of 
their  country! 

With  this  experience  before  our  eyes,  I must  con- 
fess I join  with  the  legislature  and  people  of  Upper 
Canada,  in  shuddering  at  the  abused  name  of  “re- 
form,” just  as  W'e  now  recoil  with  abhorrence,  when 
we  hear  suddenly  pronounced  the  word  “ sympa- 
thy.” 

As  my  successor  is  hourly  expected  here,  I re- 
turn to  the  mother  country  as  I left  it,  totally  un- 
connected w'ith  party  or  with  politics;  but  in  re- 
tirement I shall  remember  the  lessons  which  the 
people  of  Upper  Canada  have  taught  me;  and  I 
feel  it  my  duty  to  declare,  that  I leave  the  conti- 
nent of  America  with  my  judgment  perfectly  con- 
vinced, that  the  inhabitants  of  Europe,  Asia,  and 
Africa,  are  right  in  their  opinion  that  all  men  are 
not  bv  nature  equal — that  the  assertion  of  the  con- 
trary in  America  is  a fallacy' — and  that  talent,  in- 
dustry alid  character,  must  elevate  individuals,  as 
they  do  nations,  in  the  graduated  scale  of  society. 

May  the  resplendent  genius  of  the  British  consti- 
tion  ever  continue  to  illuminate  this  noble  land,  and 
animated  by  its  influence,  may  its  inhabitants  con- 
tinue to  be  distinguished  for  humility  of  demeanor 
— nobility  of  mind — fidelity  to  their  allies — courage 
before  their  enemy — mercy  in  victory — integrity  in 
commerce — reverence  for  their  religion — and  at  all 
times,  and  under  all  circumstances,  implicit  obedi- 
ence to  their  laws. 

Honorable  gentlemen,  and  gentlemen: 
FAREWELL! 
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SPEECH  OF  MR.  HALSTED,  OF  N.  J., 

On  the  bill  malting  an  appropriation  for  the  civil  and 

diplomatic  expenses  of  the  government  for  the  year 

1336.  Delivered  in  the  house  of  representatives, 

March  13,  1838. 

Mr.  Halsted  moved  to  strike  from  the  bill  the 
item  of  four  thousand  dollars  for  the  jet  d’eau  on  the 
south  side  of  the  centre  footway  in  the  capital 
grounds,  and  was  about  to  offer  other  amendments 
to  reduce  other  items  of  appropriation  in  the  bill, 
when  he  was  reminded  by  the  chairman  that  the 
committee  had  determined  to  act  upon  one  amend- 
ment at  a time.  Mr.  Halsted  said  he  had  objections 
to  make  to  several  items  of  the  bill,  and  should  take 
this  opportunity  of  discussing  them  all  together.  He 
should  take  a general  view  of  the  expenditures  of 
this  administration,  and  contrast  them  with  the  ex- 
penditures of  former  administrations. 

In  regard  to  the  particular  item  to  which,  by  the 
decision  of  the  chair,  he  was  to  confine  his  motion, 
he  said,  in  moving  to  strike  it  out,  he  was  actuated 
by  no  hostility  to  works  of  art  or  taste;  nor  would 
he,  on  proper  occasions,  object  to  liberal  appropria- 
tions for  them.  But  while  the  finances  of  the  go- 
vernment were  in  their  present  depressed  condition; 
while  the  public  treasury  was  bankrupt;  while  the 
administration  was  under  the  necessity  of  borrowing 
ten  or  fifteen  millions  of  dollars  for  the  purpose  of 
defraying  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  government, 
which  he  was  well  assured  they  would  be  compelled 
to  do,  either  by  a direct  loan  or  a new  emission  of 
treasury  notes;  he  would  not  consent  to  the  expen- 
diture of  four  thousand  dollars  for  a work  of  mere 
ornament;  no  detriment  could  occur  to  the  public  if 
this  work  should  be  deferred  until  another  year, 
when  the  state  of  the  public  finances  might  be  in  a 
better  condition.  He  was  opposed  to  the  principle 
of  borrowing  money  for  the  purposes  constructing 
works  merely  ornamental  and  having  no  practical 
utility'.  It  savoured  to  him  of  extravagance.  It  did 
not  comport  with  the  professions  of  an  administra- 
tion claiming  to  be  democratic,  and  to  act  upon  the 
principles  of  Jelfersonian  democracy.  If  such  an 
appropriation  had  been  asked  for,  under  like  circum- 
stances, during  the  administration  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  which  had  been  cha- 
racterized by  its  opponents  as  extravagant,  what  a 
clamor  would  have  been  raised  throughout  the  coun- 
try. Who  does  not  remember  the  noise  made  about  a 
billiard  table  and  the  lying  letters  about  the  east  room, 
said  to  have  been  written  by  a celebrated  individual, 
'‘solitary  and  alone.”  But  it  seems  as  if  this  pure 
Jelfersonian  democratic  administration,  as  they  style 
themselves,  can  go  to  any  extent  of  extravagance 
without  check  or  restraint,  though  they  have  to  bor- 
row money  to  do  it  with.  He  would  ask  the  demo- 
cracy of  the  country  whether  this  appropriation  of 
$4001)  for  a jet  d’eau,  corresponded  with  their  no- 
tions of  Jeffersonian  simplicity  and  frugality?  But 
lest  some  of  his  plain  honest  constituents,  not  being 
French  scholars,  should  not  have  an  accurate  idea  ol 
a jet  d’eau,  he  would  attempt  to  explain  it  to  them  by 
asking  them  if  they  had  ever  seen  little  wanton  boys, 
after  a summer  shower,  playing  around  a puddle  of 
dirty  water,  filling  their  little  suction  pumps,  (called, 
in  boyish  language,  squirts,)  made  of  hoilow  reed  or 
elder  stalk,  and  through  them  spurting  the  water  into 
the  air,  crying  out  to  their  comrades  to  stand  from 
under;  this,  he  said,  was  a jet  d’eau.  The  difference 
between  these  jet  d’eaus  and  the  one  under  consider- 
ation was,  that  in  the  former  the  moving  or  propell- 
ing power  was  natural,  in  the  latter  artificial;  or,  to 
describe  it  as  it  really  was,  a reservoir  of  water  is 
made  on  the  top  of  the  capitol  hill,  which  is  connect- 
ed by  a metallic  pipe  or  tube  of  some  kind  with  a 
small  reservoir  below  the  hill,  in  the  middle  of  which 
reservoir  is  a brass  or  copper  ornamented  column  or 
pillar  rising  about  twelve  or  fifteen  feet  above  the  bot- 
tom of  the  reservoir,  and  6 or  8 feet  above  the  surface 
of  the  ground  and  resembling  very  much  an  iron  lamp 
post,  through  which  the  water,  by  the  gravitating 
force  of  the  fluid  in  the  reservoir  on  the  top  of  the 
hill,  is  projected  some  ten  or  fifteen  feet  into  the  air, 
and  falls  into  the  reservoir  below,  which  is  in  depth 
about  six  feet,  and  diameter  about  thirty  feet,  and 
lined  with  cut  stone,  surmounted  with  an  iron 
railing  about  four  feet  high.  Such  was  the  descrip- 
tion of  a jet  d’eau,  for  the  construction  of  which  four 
thousand  dollars  was  asked  by  this  self-styled  demo- 
cractic  administration  And  while  speaking  of  the 
name  which  the  administration  party  had  assumed 
to  itself,  he  would  take  the  liberty  of  making  some 
reply  to  the  honorable  member  from  Ohio,  who,  in  a 
speech  made  in  this  house  on  the  18th  of  December 
last,  charged  the  whig  party  with  changing  their 
name,  and  with  “assuming  the  name  of  whig  for  poli- 
tical elfect,  when,  in  his  opinion,  they  did  not  pos- 
sess the  political  pi inciples  which  that  name  indicat- 
ed in  ’76.”  With  regard  to  the  change  of  names,  the 
predominant  party  in  this  house  had  changed  twice 


to  their  once.  He  would  state  and  add  up  the  ac- 
count for  the  honorable  member,  so  that  he  might 
see  on  which  side  the  balance  was.  In  the  first  politi- 
cal campaign  between  Mr.  fVdams  and  general  Jack- 
son,  the  friends  of  the  former  were  called  Adams 
men,  and  of  the  latter  Jackson  men.  The  friends 
of  the  former  changed  their  name  and  called  them- 
selves national  republicans,  and  the  friends  of  the 
latter  called  themselves  Jackson  republicans.  The 
friends  of  general  Jackson  again  changed  their  name 
and  called  themselves  Jackson  democrats,  and  the 
friends  of  Mr.  Adams  and  Mr.  Clay  then  called  them- 
selves whigs.  Thus  far  the  account  was  equally  bal- 
anced. What  changes  had  taken  place  since?  The 
next  name  assumed  by  the  predominant  party  was 
that  of  “the  Jackson  Van  Buren  democrats.”  It  was 
under  this  name  that  the  last  presidential  contest 
was  fought — on  their  placards  and  tickets  the 
name  of  Jackson  was  placed  in  large  capitals,  and 
the  name  of  Van  Buren  either  omitted  altogether  or 
put  in  small  type,  and  in  this  way  Mr.  Van  Buren 
was  smuggled  into  the  presidential  chair  under  the 
cloak  of  general  Jackson’s  great  name.  Well,  after 
the  name  of  general  Jackson  had  produced  the  de- 
sired effect,  what  was  the  next  change  in  the  name 
of  the  party?  Why  it  was  then  “the  Van  Buren 
Jackson  democrats,”  or,  as  they  have  been  called,  for 
brevity,  by  their  opponents,  the  Van  Jacks.  But 
they  did  not  hold  to  this  name  long,  for  they  soon 
found  there  was  no  hurrah  about  the  name  of  Van 
Bureo,  and  that  it  was  necessary,  therefore,  to  sink 
it  as  soon  as  possible,  otherwise  it  might  sink  them. 
They  then  "assumed  and  now  claim  the  name  of 
democrats.  Thus  it  appears,  upon  footting  up  the 
account,  they  beat  the  whigs  two  to  one  in  the  change 
of  names.  Now,  in  regard  to  the  motive  which  in- 
duced this  number  of  changes,  was  it  not  for  politi- 
cal effect?  Shakespeare  had  said: 

What’s  in  a name? 

A rose  by  any  other  name  would  smell  as  sweet. 

But  it  was  evident  that  politicians  of  all  ages  had 
had  differed  from  the  poet,  and  that,  in  their  opin- 
ion, not  only  the  strength  and  popularity  of  party, 
but  the  acquisition  of  wealth  and  honor  frequently 
depended  upon  a name;  and  it  was  doubtless  for  po- 
litical effect  that  the  predominant  party  assumed  the 
name  of  democrats.  They  not  only  call  themselves 
democrats,  but  they  profess  to  be  Jefferson  demo- 
crats. Now  he  should  undertake  to  show  that  this 
administration  did  not  hold  to  a single  one  of  the 
distinctive  principles  of  the  Jefferson  school  of  demo- 
cracy; and,  if  they  did,  it  was  only  “from  the  teeth  out- 
wards.” That  there  was  no  community  of  feeling, 
sentiment,  action,  or  practice  between  this  adminis- 
tration and  that  of  Mr.  Jefferson;  and  that  they 
might,  with  much  more  propriety,  be  characterized 
by  the  name  of  dandy  democrats  than  Jefferson  de- 
mocrats. A dandy  was  a person  who  wore  corsets 
and  dickeys;  who  generally  had  but  little  capital, 
and  that  borrowed,  and  whose  expenditures  exceed- 
ed his  income.  Might  not  this  description  be  ap- 
plied to  this  administration?  That  this  administra- 
tion traded  upon  borrowed  capital  might  be  proved 
in  more  ways  than  one.  On  this  point,  however,  the 
bill  for  the  issue  of  ten  millions  of  treasury  notes,  at 
the  extra  session  of  congress,  and  the  bill  for  the 
emission  of  ten  millions  more,  which  is  about  to  be 
introduced  into  this  house  this  session,  would  afford 
sufficient  evidence.  Then,  as  to  the  other  character- 
istic quality  of  dandyism,  did  not  this  administration 
possess  it  in  an  eminent  degree?  Did  it  not  spend 
more  than  its  income?  He  would  examine  a. little 
into  that  matter.  It  appeared,  from  the  treasurers 
report,  that  the  receipts  into  the  treasury,  during  the 
first  three-quarters  of  the  year  1837,  including  four 
million  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  treasury 
notes,  were  twenty-three  millions  four  hundred  and 
ninety-nine  thousand  nine  hundred  and  eighty-one 
dollars,  is  $23,499,981 

Deduct  treasury  notes,  4,300,000 


And  itleft  as  the  actual  am’t  received,  $19,199,981 
The  amount  of  expenditures,  during  the  same  pe- 
riod, was,  according  to  the  same  report,  $25,418,916 
Deduct  amount  received,  19,199,981 


Leaves  as  the  excess,  $6,218,935 

Or,  at  the  same  ratio  for  the  whole  year, 
an  excess  of  8,291,915 

Making  an  excess  of  expenditures,  over  income,  of 
nearly  two-thirds  of  the  whole  amount  of  the  expen- 
ditures under  Mr.  Adams,  and  more  than  the  whole 
expenditure  of  the  administration  of  Mr.  Jefferson, 

If  this  admistration  held  on  in  its  career  as  prosper- 
ously as  it  began,  we  should,  at  the  end  of  the  first, 
(he  trusted  its  last  term,)  be  burdened  with  a na- 
tional debt  of  thirty-three  millions  of  dollars.  During 
the  administration  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  (Mr.  AdamsJ  it  was  made  a serious 
charge  against  it,  that  there  was  expended,  in  one 


year,  nine  thousand  dollars  more  than  it  received;  it 
was  gravely  denounced  as  extravagant;  and  it  was 
considered  as  a strong  argument  against  his  re- 
election.  Mr.  Rives,  of  Virginia,  one  of  the  lead- 
ers of  the  Jackson  part}-,  commented  srongly  on 
it,  and  in  a speech,  which  he  delivered  in  this 
house  in  the  year  1828,  made  use  of  the  follow- 
ing language-  “I  have  a deep  and  settled  con- 
viction that  economy  is  a cardinal  virtue  in  every 
republican  government.  It  is  not  merely  for  the  pe- 
cuniary saving,  and  consequent  relief  to  the  indus- 
try and  resources  of  the  people,  which  it  brings  with  it 
that  I esteem  it— it  is  still  more,  its  political  effects. 
It  is  not  only  the  close  ally,  but  the  surest  guarantee 
of  the  public  liberty.  It  is  the  great  instrument  for 
restraining  that  dangerous  principle  of  executive  in- 
fluence which  is  perpetually  undermining  and  assail- 
ing the  fabric  of  free  government  every  where.  This 
influence  exists  and  enlarges  itself  through  the  dis- 
bursements of  public  money,  ultimately,  under  one 
shape  or  other.  Diminish  the  public  expenditures 
and  you  will  diminish  executive  influence.” 

Mr.  H.  said  he  heartily  concurred  in  the  senti- 
ments here  expressed;  and  if  they  were  applicable 
to  the  administration  of  Mr.  Adams,  in  1828,  they 
applied  with  ten  fold  force  to  the  present  administra- 
tion; for  Mr.JAdams’s  administration  did  not  profess 
to  act  upon  the  principles  of  Jeffersonian  democracy 
and  frugality,  as  this  administration  or  its  friends 
professed  to  do.  He  would  take  the  liberty  of  recur- 
ring to  the  principles  of  Jefferson  democracy,  as  de- 
livered and  practised  upon  by  the  author  himself,  and 
to  compare  them  with  the  principles  and  practices  of 
this  administration,  and  see  how  they  corresponded; 
and  he  thought  it  would  be  found,  on  comparison,  that 
the  reason  why  the  pure  virgin  of  democracy  attract- 
ed the  admiration,  and  warmed  the  hearts  of  the 
American  people  when  she  was  first  introduced  by 
Mr.  Jefferson  into  our  legislative  and  executive  halls, 
was,  because  “a  native  grace  sat  fair  proportioned 
on  her  polished  limbs,  veiled  in  a simple  robe,  their 
best  attire,  beyond  the  pomp  of  dress.”  But  that  the 
present  administration,  in  bringing  forward  this 
damsel  of  democracy,  had  decked  her  off'  in  all  the 
gaudy  tinsel  finery  of  a French  fille  de  chambre,  had 
covered  her  oe’r  with  puffs,  powders,  paints,  patches, 
false  curls,  and  furbelows;  nay,  worse,  had  made  her 
“as  common  as  the  stairs  that  mount  the  capitol;” 
and  yet  had  the  modest  assurance  to  recommend  her 
to  the  respect  and  attention  of  a virtuous  and  intelli- 
gent community;  and  attempted,  gravely,  to  palm 
her  off  upon  the  people  as  the  pure  virgin  of  Jeffer- 
son democracy.  But.  it  would  not  do;  the  people 
were  not  so  ignorant  or  so  depraved  as  to  mistake  the 
meretricious  colours  of  the  courtezan  for  the  genuine 
blush  of  virgin  modesty.  For  the  purpose  of  show- 
ing what  were  the  principles  of  Jefferson  democracy 
he  would  take  the  liberty  of  reading  Mr.  Jefferson’s 
confession  of  political  faith,  contained  in  a letter  to 
the  honorable  Elbridge  Gerry,  dated  26th  January, 
1779,  in  which  he  said:  “I  am  for  a government 

rigorously  frugal  and  simple ; applying  all  the  pos- 
sible savings  of  the  public  revenue  to  the  discharge 
of  the  national  debt,  and  not  for  the  multiplication  of 
officers  and  salaries,  merely  to  make  partisans,  and 
for  increasing  the  public  debt,  on  the  principle  of  its 
being  a public  blessing.  I am  for  relying,  for  inter- 
nal defence,  on  our  militia,  solely,  till  actual  inva- 
sion; and  for  such  a naval  force,  only,  as  may  protect 
our  coasts  and  harbors  from  such  depredations  as  we 
have  experienced;  and  not  for  a standing  army,  in 
lime  of  peace,  which  may  overawe  the  public  senti- 
ment; nor  for  a navy,  which,  by  its  own  expenses 
and  the  eternal  wars  in  which  it  will  implicate  us, 
will  grind  us  with  public  burthens,  and  sink  us  under 
them.  I am  for  free  commerce  with  all  nations;  po- 
litical connection  with  none;  and  little  or  no  diplo- 
matic establishment.” 

Thus  it  appeared  that  Mr.  Jefferson  was  lor  a go- 
vernment rigorously  frugal  and  simple.  Was  this 
administration  in  favor  of  such  a government?  The 
friends  of  this  administration  considered,  or  profess- 
ed to  consider  Mr.  Adams’s  administration  a very 
extravagant  one.  The  expenditures  of  Mr.  Adams! 
administration  were,  in  the  year  1825,  $11,490,460. 
The  expenses  of  this  administration,  which  professes 
to  hold  to  the  doctrine  of  Jefferson  frugality,  were,  in 
1837,  $35,281,361  57,  which  was  an  increase  of 
more  than  three  fold;  a very  fine  exemplification  of 
frugality  and  simplicity.  In  the  next  place,  Mr. 
Jefferson  was  opposed  to  a national  debt;  but  one  of 
the  first  measure  of  this  administration  was  the  crea- 
tion of  a debt  often  millions  of  dollars,  by  the  issuing 
of  treasury  notes. 

And  not  content  with  that,  a bill  will  soon  be  pre- 
sented to  this  house,  by  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  to  authorize  the  issue  of  ten  millions  more; 
thus  not  only  disregarding  the  Jeffersonian  doc- 
trine, but  actually  departing  from  the  footsteps  of 
his  predecessor,  in  which  the  executive  had  promised 
so  faithfully  to  walk,  and  thereby  creating  a national 
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debt  faster  than  general  Jackson’s  administration 
paid  it  off.  But  while  .this  monstrous  increase  of 
expenditure  and  extravagance,  which  pervades  all 
the  departments  of  this  government,  prevails,  this 
national  debt  must  continue  to  increase  until  a resort 
to  taxes  of  some  kind  must  be  had  to  pay  it.  In  the 
celebrated  report  of  General  Hamilton,  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  on  retrenchment  and  reform,  as  it 
was  called,  Mr.  Adams’s  administration  was  censur- 
ed as  extravagant;  and  the  amount  of  the  expendi- 
tures for  the  civil,  diplomatic,  and  miscellaneous  de- 
partments of  ihe  government,  was  a particular  sub- 
ject of  animadversion.  In  1826,  the  amount  of 
those  expenditures  was  $2,6000,179  79;  in  1836, 
$5,388,370  58;  in  1837,  $5,384,896  93.  And  the 
estimated  expenditure  for  these,  in  1838,  is  $5,685,- 
752,  or  more  than  two  to  one. 

The  naval  establishment,  in  1826,  under  Mr.  Ad- 
ams, cost  $4,218,902,15.  In  1836,  under  gen.  Jack- 
son,  it  cost  $5,800,763  25.  In  1837,  under  Mr.  Van 
Buren,  it  cost,  for  three  quarters  of  the  year,  $5,- 
384,896,93,  or  at  the  rate  of  $6,307,316  46.  That 
is  $2,088,414,31  a year  more  than  it  cost  in  the  time 
of  Mr.  Adams  ; and  yet  what  is  the  state  of  the  navy 
now,  compared  with  what  it  was  then.  The  military 
establishment  in  1826,  under  Mr.  Adams  cost  the 
country  $6,243,236  00 ; in  1836,  under  gen.  Jack- 
son,  it  cost  $18,466,110  63  ; in  1837,  under  Mr.  Van 
Buren,  it  cost  21,214,610  01 ; that  is  more  than  three 
times  as  much  as  it  cost  under  what  was  called  by 
the  present  predominant  party  the  extravagant  ad- 
ministration of  Mr.  Adams.  B.ut  it  might  be  said  we 
are  now  in  a state  of  war,  and  then  we  were  at  peace; 
but  with  whom  are  we  at  war  ? a few  poor  Indians, 
not  exceeding  in  the  whole  one  thousand  warriors  ; 
a war  which  gen.  Jackson  told  Mr.  White,  the  dele- 
gate from  Florida,  he  could  put  himself  at  (he  head 
of  fifty  old  women  and  put  an  end  to  in  one  week, 
and  which  gen.  Jessup,  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Blair,  ot 
the  20th  of  June,  1836,  said  there  was  force  enough 
in  Florida  then,  if  properly  employed,  to  put  an  end 
to  in  a week;  and  this  war  had  already  cost  the  coun- 
try upwards  of  $13,000,000,  and  did  not  appear  to 
be  any  nearer  a termination  now  than  when  it  com- 
menced. 

But  he  would  pass  from  these  general  items  of  ex- 
penditures, to  a more  detailed  examination  of  (he  ex- 
penditure of  the  different  departments  of  the  govern- 
ment. It  appeared  that  in  the  year  1828,  the  pay  of 
the  clerks  and  messengers  in  the  war  department 
amounted  to  $48,950;  in  1837,  to  $98,765  71,  and 
there  was  asked  to  be  appropriated  by  this  bill  for 
the  same  object  for  the  year  1S36,  $101,050  00. 

The  committee  of  which  gen.  Hamilton  was  chair- 
man, already  referred  to,  reported  that  the  diplomat- 
ic relations  of  the  country  under  Mr.  Adams’  admin- 
istration, were  on  a scale  unnecessarily  expensive. 
What  did  they  amount  to  in  1829  ? $207,786  20  ! 
But  has  this  unnecessary  expense  been  diminished 
by  these  pretenders  to  frugality  and  economy  ? No, 
it  had  been  greatly  increased.  The  estimates  for  the 
year  1838  for  the  same  objects  were  $235,900,00. 

The  average  contingent  expenses  of  all  the  depart- 
ments of  the  government,  as  stated  by  gen.  Hamilton 
in  his  report,  was  $77,454,  but  under  gen.  Jackson  in 
1836,  it  had  increased  to  $95,834,  and  under  this 
economical  administration  the  appropriation  asked 
for  these  expenses  is  $139,207  00.  The  contingent 
expenses  of  all  the  departments  of  the  government, 
under  Mr.  Jefferson,  amounted  only  to  $29,000.  One 
of  the  charges  against  the  administration  of  Mr.  Ad- 
ams was,  “that  instead  of  suppressing  unnecessary 
offices,  and  curtailing  executive  patronage,  they  had 
rapidly  multiplied  and  increased  under  his  auspices. 
How  much  more  true  was  this  remark  of  the  last  and 
present  administrations:  and  how  much  more  neces- 
sary it  was  to  apply  the  pruning  knife  to  these  ex- 
cresences  of  executive  folly,  exfavagance,  and  cor- 
ruption, he  would  now  proceed  to  show.  Since  the 
year  1829,  when  Mr.  Adams  ceased  to  be  president, 
and  when,  according  to  the  creed  of  the  predominant 
party,  the  self-styled  democracy,  there  was  an  unne- 
cessary number  of  officers,  there  have  been  crea- 
ted the  following  new  bureaus,  each  having  its  ap- 
propriate set  -of  new  officers,  viz  : first,  the  bureau  of 
the  commanding  general,  with  clerks  and  messen- 
gers, and  contingent  expenses  amounting  to  $1,800 
per  annum.  The  topographical  bureau  $2,800  per 
annum.  Clothing  bureau  $500  do 

Bounty  land  bureau 

Inspector  general’s  bureau  500  do' 

Solicitor  of  treasury’s  bureau  for  salary 

of  solicitor  3,500  do 

For  clerks  and  messengers  in  do.  3,950  do 

Auditor  of  post  office  bureau,  salary  of 


auditor  3,000  do 

Clerks  and  messengers  in  do.  55,500  do 

Secretary  to  sign  patents  for  lands  1,500  do 

These  were  the  additional  bureaus  which  had  been 
created  since  1829,  and  they  must  at  least  satisfy  the 
country  of  one  thing,  viz.  that  the  common  saying 


which  prevailed  about  that  time  that  “ old  hickory 
was  not  good  for  cabinet  work,-’’  was  a great  mis- 
take. Nobody,  he  thought  would  now  deny  there  was 
at  least  one  kind  of  cabinet  work  that  old  hickory  was 
capital  for,  and  that  was  the  making  of  bureaus,  and  he 
believed  that  more  officers  could  be  packed  into  bu- 
reaus made  of  this  kind  of  material  than  had  hereto- 
fore been  used  for  the  cabinet  work  of  every  other 
administration  since  the  formation  of  the  government. 

But  these  were  only  a very  small  part  of  the  new 
offices  created  under  the  late  economical  and  reform- 
ing administration.  A statement  of  the  new  offices 
created  the  2d  session  of  Ihe  24th  congress,  would  be 
found  in  the  4th  volume  of  executive  documents  of 
that  session,  document  189,  page  40,  which  shews 
that  the  salaries  of  the  new  officers  created  that  ses- 
sion amounted  to  $131,000.  And  that  at  the  same 
session,  there  were  additional  salaries  and  allowan- 
ces made  to  officers  previously  appointed,  amounting 
to  $160,000  per  annum.  And  it  would  be  found  that 
in  two  years  Ihe  patronage  of  the  president  had  been 
increased,  by  giving  him  the  appointment  of  officers 
whose  salaries  amounted  in  the  aggregate  to  $372,- 
000  per  annum.  Taking  this  as  the  ratio  of  in- 
crease, we  might  conceive  what  a vast  accession  was 
made  to  the  executive  patronage  during  the  last  ad- 
ministration. Was  the  present  executive  satisfied 
with  this  increase  of  patronage  ? No,  demands  were 
continually  made  for  more.  More  clerks  were  want- 
ed in  several  of  the  departments,  and  the  president 
recommends  a large  increase  in  the  standing  army. 
How  did  the  increase  of  the  army  recommended  by 
the  president,  correspond  with  the  doctrine  of  Jeffer- 
son democracy.  When  Jefleison  came  into  power, 
the  army  consisted  of  14,421  men.  But,  by  the  act 
of  May  14th,  1800,  it  was  reduced  to  4,166.  And 
by  the  act  of  March,  1802,  it  was  further  reduced  to 
3,287.  But  this  administration,  instead  of  following 
the  example  of  Jefferson,  sets  itself  to  work  to  in- 
crease the  army,  and  the  secretary  at  war,  with  the 
approbation  of  the  president,  recommends  that  it 
should  be  increased  to  the  number  of  15,000  men. 
Jefferson  was  opposed  to  a national  debt,  but  one  of 
the  first  acts  of  this  administration  was  to  create  one. 
Jefferson  denied  the  power  of  the  general  govern- 
ment to  make  paper  money  a legal  tender;  hut  this 
administration  not  only  compelled  its  creditors  to 
take  its  paper,  but  has  actually,  in  some  instances, 
refused  to  take  the  same  paper  itself.  Jefferson 
thought  men  ought  not  to  be  turned  out  of  office  for  a 
difference  of  political  opinion.  But  the  reverse  of 
that  doctrine  was  held  and  practiced  by  this  admin- 
istration. Jefferson  was  opposed  to  the  interference 
of  public  officers  in  elections,  and  thought  it  good 
cause  of  removal ; now  the  reverse  is  the  case,  and  it 
is  thought  good  cause  ot  removal  if  a man  neglected 
or  refused  to  interfere  and  use  all  his  official  influ- 
ence for  the  support  of  those  in  power. 

But  he  would  revert  again  to  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  before  the  committee,  and  call  their  attention 
to  another  item  of  the  bill,  which  appeared  to  him 
extravagant,  and  that  was  the  item  for  alterations  and 
repairs  of  the  presidents  house  and  for  superintend- 
ence of  the  grounds  around  the  same  $4,S15.  Fie 
found  upon  examination  that  this  sum  included  an 
item  of  $390  for  papering  the  east  room;  consider- 
ing that  it  had  only  a few  old  broken  chairs  and 
benches  in  it  during  Mr.  Adams’  administration  and 
some  $20,000  had  been  expended  on  it  since,  one 
would  think  that  the  papering  might  be  postpon- 
ed until  the  finances  of  the  government  were  in  a 
better  condition.  Another  part  of  this  item  of 
$4,815  was  composed  of  the  sum  of  $1,000  for  paint- 
ing the  wall  of  the  hall  and  passages.  This  also  ap- 
peared to  him  a large  sum  lor  (hose  objects;  and  in 
addition  to  these,  there  was  also  required  the  sum  of 
$800  for  painting  inside  and  varnishing  the  wood 
work.  He  recollected  that  there  was  once  what  was 
called  a varnishing  or  white  washing  committee,  at 
Nashville,  who  worked  lor  nothing,  and  as  they  were 
now  out  of  employment,  he  suggested  the  propriety  of 
engaging  their  services  for  Ibis  work.  Speaking  of  the 
East  room  in  the  president’s  house,  reminded  him 
that  there  was  another  room  in  this  capitol  which  had 
been  recently  fitted  up  for  the  vice  president,  in  a 
style  ol  very  anti-democratic  and  anli-Jeftersonian 
splendor.  There  were  in  it  six  chairs  which  cost 
thirty  dollars  a piece;  two  sofas  that  cost  probably 
not  less  than  $100  a piece  ; two  marble  slab  tables 
that  cost  at  least  $200  more  ; two  splendid  mahoga- 
ny book  cases.  He  would  have  supposed  that  one 
large  book  case  would  have  been  enough  for  so  lite- 
rary a man  as  the  vice  president,  particularly  as  there 
were  no  books  in  either  case  ; there  were  also  splen- 
did curtains  and  a chandelier,  looking  glass,  carpet, 
&.c.  &c.  A room  thus  furnished  lor  a vice  president 
under  Mr.  Adams’  administration,  would  have  been 
considered  extravagant  in  the  extreme,  allhough  the 
treasury  was  then  overflowing.  But  when  the  gov- 
ernment had  to  resort  to  the 'issue  of  treasury  notes  > 


to  defray  its  current  expenses,  it  is  deemed  the 
heighth  of  democratic  and  Jetlersonian  frugality. 

It  would  he  recollected  what  a clamor  there  was 
raised  in  the  country  about  a certain  billiard  table, 
which  accidentally  found  its  way,  without  the  presi- 
dents knowledge,  into  one  of  the  items  of  the  contin- 
gent expenditures,  and  which,  by  the  way  was 
not  paid  lor  out  of  the  public  money.  The  op- 
ponents of  his  administration  were  horror-stricken, 
and  their  moral  sensibilities  suffered  a severe  shock, 
at  the  bare  idea  of  spending  any  of  the  public  money 
for  such  an  object.  How  will  the  delicate  sensibili- 
ties of  those  gentlemen  reconcile  themselves  to  an 
item  of  this  kind  to  be  found  in  the  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  state  department,  viz.  for  the  American 
Turf  Register  $30.  If  it  was  wrong  to  expend  the 
public  money  for  a billiard  table,  was  it  not  equally 
wrong  (o  expend  it  for  a Turf  Register?  If  the  sec- 
retary ol  state  had  a taste  for  that  kind  of  reading  he 
had  no  objection  to  his  indulging  it,  but  he  did  not 
think  it  ought  to  be  done  at  the  public  expense.  He 
also  observed  another  item  in  the  account  of  the  con- 
tingent expenses  of  the  state  department,  which 
struck  him  ns  improper,  and  that  was  $6  00  lor  “ a 
portrait  of  Van  Buren,”  and  he  also  observed  items 
of  the  same  character  in  the  contingent  account  of 
the  office  of  the  comptroller  of  the  treasury  and  (he 
second  auditor’s  office.  These  were  small  items,  but 
it  was  the  principle  to  which  he  objected.  He  thought 
that  the  people  would  have  to  pay  dear  enough  for 
the  original,  without  being  compelled  to  pay  lor-the 
copies  also.  Besides,  where  w as  this  practice  to  end, 
if  it  was  once  sanctioned  ; if  one  of  the  public  offi- 
cers could  purchase  a portrait  of  the  president  and 
have  the  expense  paid  out  of  the  public  treasury, 
vi by  could  not  all  the  rest.  If  public  officers  wished 
(o  play  the  sycophant,  or  pay  court  to  the  president 
by  buying  his  portrait,  let  them  do  if  out  of  their  own 
pocket.  He  protested  agdinst  their  taking  any  of 
the  people’s  money  for  that  object. 

He  found  also,  on  examination  of  the  contingent 
expenses  of  the  treasury  department,  an  item  in  re- 
gard to  which  he  should  like  to  have  some  explana- 
tion. There  was  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of 
that  department  for  the  article  of  ice  in  one  year,  the 
sum  of  $104  16.  He  should  like  to  know  whether 
this  ice  was  uspd  for  cooling  wine  or  mint  juleps,  or 
for  what  other  object  so  large  a quanlity  was  requir- 
ed. He  had  spoken  of  the  expenses  of  other  depart- 
ments of  the  government,  he  would  now  come  near- 
er home  and  «peak  of  the  extraordinary  increase  of 
the  expenditures  of  congress.  In  the  year  1802,  tin- 
der Mr.  Jefferson,  the  contingent  expenses  of  both 
houses  of  congress  were  $17,000  ; in  1805,  $28,000; 
in  1828,  under  Mr.  Adams,  they  were  $106,203,  and 
in  1838,  under  Mr.  Van  Bruen,  the  amount  appro- 
priated for  Ihem  by  the  bill  under  consideration,  is 
$300,000.  And  the  incidental  and  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  senate  alone,  in  the  year  1836,  amount- 
ed to  $63,868  17,  about  three  times  as  much  as  the 
annual  contingent  expenses  of  both  houses  of  con- 
gress under  lilr.  Jefferson.  The  printing  of  the 
house  of  representatives  in  1828,  under  Mr.  Adams, 
amounted  to  $37,602  00;  in- 1837,  under  Mr.  Van 
Buren,  to  $73,532  00.  There  was  paid  for  slalion- 
ery  for  the  house  of  representatives  in  1820,  $7,1S9,- 
63,  in  1837,  $22,879  50;  in  1838,  it  will  probably 
amount  to  $28,000  00.  There  was  paid  for  messen- 
gers and  runners  in  1828,  $9,231  75;  in  1829,  $7,- 
861  50.  In  1836,  there  was  paid  for  messengers  and 
runners  $25,299  00,  and  in  1837,  $26,266  50.  There 
was  paid  for  draughtsmen  arid  clerks  in  1825,  $100, 
and  in  1826,  $229.  In  1835,  there  was  paid  for 
draughtsmen  and  clerks  $6,792  46.  In  1836,  there 
was  paid, $7,859  70,  and  in  1837,  $18,180  48.  There 
was  paid  lor  messengers,  runners,  draughtsmen  and 
clerks  of  this  house,  in  1825,  under  Mr.  Adams,  $4,- 
987  25,  but  in  1837,  under  Mr.  Van  Buren,  there 
was  paid  for  the  same  objects  $44,446  92,  an  increase 
of  nearly  ten  fold.  There  was  paid  for  pens,  ink- 
stands, tape  and  wax,  for  the  house  of  representatives 
in  1836,  the  sum  of  $5,249  51,  and  for  pens  alone 
$1,326  57.  There  was  paid  for  horse  hire  lor  the  use 
of  Ihe  house  of  representatives  in  1837,  $2,307.  He 
understood  that  the  door  keeper  kept  ten  or  twelve 
horses,  which  he  hired  to  the  government  at  $1  50  per 
day  the  whole  time  that  congress  was  in  session,  and 
that  : meftibersof  congress  were  some  times  accommo- 
dated with  the  use  of  these  horses.  Ifamemberof  con- 
gress be  too  lazy  to  walk  and  too  stingy  to  hire,  he  pro- 
tested against  his  indulging  either  his  laziness  or  pe- 
nuriousness at  the  public  expense.  If  they  sanctioned 
Hie  practise  of  riding  oil  the  public  horses,  and  they 
went  on  in  the  career  of  extravagance  as  they  had 
gone  on  for  a few  years  past  they  would  not  be  satis- 
fied without  they  had  carriages  to  ride  in.  He  took 
this  opportunity  of  expressing  his  disapprobation  of 
this  practice,  and  in  doing  so  he  did  riot  wish  to  be 
understood  as  censuring  the  officers  of  this  house,  on 
Ihe  contrary,  he  wished  rather  to  [noted  them,  and 
to  furnish  them  with  an  argument  to  enable  them  to 
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resist  the  importunities  of  members  who  might  ask 
a favor  of  that  kind. 

He  would  detain  the  house  a few  minutes  longer, 
while  he  made  some  remarks  on  the  subject  of  the 
public  printing.  In  1828,  it  appeared,  by  the  report 
of  Mr.  Hamilton,  the  amount  of  public  printing  done 
for  the  state  department  was  made  an  object  of  ex- 
amination and  reprobation;  and  the  expenditure  of 
$40,706  15  in  three  years,  was  deemed  extravagant. 
But  in  two  years,  under  the  reforming  administration 
of  general  Jackson,  the  amount  paid  by  the  same 
department,  for  printing,  was  $30,210  37,  showing 
an  excess  of  $1,581  per  annum  over  the  expendi- 
tures of  Mr.  Adams  for  the  same  object.  The  prin- 
ting for  the  war  department  in  three  years,  under  Mr. 
Adams,  amounted  to  $7,679  50.  For  two  years  un- 
der general  Jackson  it  amounted  to  $12,335  65;  that 
was  $2,559  83  per  annum  under  the  former  adminis- 
tration, and  $6,138  39  under  the  latter.  The  prin- 
ting for  the  navy  department  (or  three  years  under 
Mr.  Adams,  cost  $ 466  86;  and  for  two  years  under 
general  Jackson  it  cost  $9,444  60.  The  printing  for 
the  post  office  for  two  years  under  Mr.  Adams’  ad- 
ministration cost  $14,174.  But  the  printing  for  the 
post  office  for  one  year,  from  the  first  of  October, 

1836,  to  the  30th  of  September,  1837,  amounted  to 
$60,043  29,  more  than  eight  times  as  much  as  it  was 
under  Mr.  Adams.  It  would  be  recollected  what  a 
clamor  was  raised  against  the  administration  of  Mr. 
Adams  on  account  of  some  small  sums  paid  for  prin- 
ting. Where  Mr.  Adams  paid  hundreds  the  admin- 
istration of  general  Jackson  and  this  administration 
paid  thousands.  Thus  there  was  paid  to  the  firm  of 
Blair  and  Rives,  alone  for  printing  done  for  the  se- 
veral executive  departments,  in  the  year  1836  and 

1837,  the  sum  of  $125,584  17,  in  addition  to  which, 
they  received,  as  printers  to  the  house  of  representa- 
tives, in  the  year  1836  $73,671  65,  and  for  the  year 
1337  $62,000  00.  There  had  been  much  said  also 
against  the  administration  of  Mr.  Adams  on  account 
of  the  number  of  newspapers;  and  the  report  ol 
general  Hamilton,  before  referred  to,  made  the  num- 
ber taken  and  the  amount  expended  for  them  a parti- 
cular subject  of  animadversion.  Upon  looking  into 
the  items  of  contingent  expenses  of  the  different  de- 
partments, he  could  perceive  no  reform  here.  There 
were  taken  at  the  state  department  nineteen  different 
newspapers,  for  which  therp  was  p id  out  of  the  pub- 
lic treasury  $234  24  annually,  besides  the  sum  of 
$73  57  annually  for  reviews,  periodicals,  and  the 
American  Turf  Register.  If  the  officers  of  this  de- 
partment read  all  these  papers  and  periodicals  they 
must  neglect  the  pubiic  business,  and  if  they  did  not, 
then  so  much  expense  was  unnecessary.  Again,  in 
the  contingent  account  of  the  office  of  Indian  affairs 
it  appeared  that  there  was  paid  $83  37  annually, 
for  six  newspapers  and  one  magazine.  In  the  engi- 
neer department,  there  was  paid  for  seven  newspa- 
pers $103  84.  For  six  newspapers  in  the  ordnance 
department  $67  50.  For  newspapers  in  the  com- 
manding general’s  office  $34.  In  the  adjutant  gen- 
eral’s $14  50.  In  the  office  of  the  commissary  of 
subsistence  $30.  In  the  quartermaster  general’s  of- 
fice $48.  In  the  paymaster  general’s  $25;  and  in  the 
pension  office  $30.  Making  an  aggregate  of  $ 747. 
Whereas,  the  expense  of  newspapers  for  the  same 
departments  under  Mr.  Adams,  was  only  $388  40. 

While  upon  the  subject  of  printing,  he  would  ad- 
vert to  the  great  increase  in  the  amount  and  extent 
of  printing  public  and  executive  documents.  They 
had  become  so  voluminous  that  it  was  impossible  to 
read  them,  if  even  a member  devoted  ali  his  time, 
not  occupied  in  this  house,  to  That  object.  There 
had  been  published,  since  the  commeucment  of  this 
session,  ten  octavo  volumes  of  eight  hundred  pastes 
each;  and  the  reports  of  committees  of  this  house, 
petitions,  &c.,  would  amount  to  five  volumes  more. 
These  volumes  would  therefore,  contain  twelve  thou- 
sand pages;  or,  an  average  of  one  hundred  pages  a 
day,  ever  since  the  commencement  of  the  session 
This  immense  increase  in  the  number  and  size  of 
the  executive  documents  was  not  occasioned  so  much 
by  the  increase  of  business,  as  by  the  practice  which 
had  recently  grown  up,  of  the  head  of  the  deparl- 
ment  sending~us  all  the  reports  of  his  sub-officers, 
instead  of  taking  the  trouble  to  extract  the  substance 
of  them,  and  condense  them  in  a report  of  his  own. 
He  could  not  perceive  any  correspondent  benefit  that 
resulted  from  this  immense  increase  of  public  do- 
cuments. It  required  the  employment  of  a great 
number  of  additional  clerks,  and  thus  tended  to 
swell  the  executive  patronage.  It  involved  the  whole 
of  the  financial  and  other 'concerns  of  the  govern- 
ment in  such  a mass  of  documents  and  printed  re- 
ports, as  prevented  the  people  from  understanding 
their  real  condition;  and  it  tended  to  throw  great  sums 
of  money  into  the  pockets  of  the  printers.  He  was 
sensibly  "struck  with  the  vast  increase  in  this  kind 
of  printing  by  examining  the  reports  of  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  during  lire  former  periods  of  the  go- 
vernment. tie  found  all  the  reports  and  documents 
rela’ting  to  the  treasury  department  Irom  the  year 


1790,  to  the  year  1828,  a period  of  thirty-eight  years, 
comprised  in  two  volumes  octavo,  of  560  pages  each: 
whereas,  the  reports  from  the  treasury  department 
alone,  since  the  commencement  of  the  present  ses- 
sion, would  form  three  octavo  volumes;  of  800  pages 
each.  If  the  number  of  these  public  documents  con- 
tinued to  increase  as  rapidly  as  they  had  done,  mem- 
bers ot  congress,  if  they  were  required  to  read  them 
all,  would  not  only  want  the  hundred  eyes  of  Argus, 
but  they  would  want  lo  live  the  whole  period  of  the 
Spanish  compliment,  w hich  was  “ a thousand  years.” 
Mr.  H.  concluded  by  moving  to  strike  out  the  item 
of  $4,000  lor  thejetd’eau. 


JUDGE  WHITE’S  SPEECH 

On  the  sub-treasury  bill.  Delivered  in  the  senate  of 

the  United  States , March  24,  1838,  white  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Cuthbert  to  strike  out  the  23 d section, 

was  pending. 

Mr.  President:  I address  you  under  circumstances 
of  peculiar  disadvantage.  The  subject  is  one  of  the 
greatest  importance.  It  has  been  long  discussed,  ably 
discussed  by  those  of  most  distinguished  talents.  Their 
highest  eflbrts  have  been  made  on  both  sides  to  present 
its  advantages  and  disadvantages  in  every  view  the  hu- 
man nnnd  can  take  of  it. 

The  crowded  audience  has  become  wearied,  and 
even  many  senators  themselves  can  hardly  give  res- 
pectful attention  to  our  most  interesting  debates. 

Up  to  the  termination  of  the  last  address  of  the  dis- 
tinguished senator  from  Massachusetts  who  sits  nearest 
to  me,  (Mr.  Webster,)  I was  not  satisfied  whether  it 
w mid  be  my  duty  to  do  more  than  listen  respectfully 
to  others,  and  then  say  yea  or  nay  to  the  different 
questions  presented  to  the  senate. 

At  the  close  of  his  animated,  able,  and  interesting 
speech,  he  recurred  to  a scrap  of  the  history  of  my  own 
state,  fifty  years  ago.  Instantly  my  mind  settled  down 
in  the  conviction  that  my  constituents  had  a right  to 
expect  more  of  a son  of  one  of  the  actors  in  that  scene 
than  a bare  vote. 

I promise  those  who  may  favor  me  with  their  atten- 
tion, that  if  what  I say  should  not  be  interesting,  it 
shall  not  be  tedious. 

The  advocates  of  this  bill  expect  to  accomplish  two 
objects  by  its  passage: 

1st.  To  designate  the  only  species  of  funds  which 
snail  be  received  in  payment  of  any  dues  to  the  govern- 
ment. 

2d.  To  designate  the  persons  by  whom,  and  the 
places  where,  those  moneys  shall  be  kept,  between  the 
t me  of  their  collection  and  disbursement. 

The  provisions,  as  to  the.  first,  are,  that  after  the 
Ijpse  of  six  years  nothing  shall  be  received  but  gold 
and  silver,  and  such  paper  as  shall  be  issued  by  or  un- 
der the  authority  of  the  federal  government;  and,  in 
the  mean  time,  that  certain  proportions  may  be  receiv- 
ed in  the  notes  of  specie-paying  banks. 

1st.  My  first  objection  to  this  plan  is,  that  it  sets  out 
with  a distinction  in  favor  of  those  who  are  in  the  em- 
ployment of  the  federal  government,  or  have  any  mo- 
ney to  receive  from  it,  and  those  who  are  in  the  employ 
of  the  stare  governments,  as  well  as  the  mass  of  the 
people.  The  distinction  is  odious,  and  ought  not  to  be 
sanctioned. 

Senators  who  support  this  bill  say  these  are  mere 
catch-words,  (one  kind  of  money  for  the  government, 
and  another  for  the  people,)  of  which  all  have  become 
ashamed,  and  that  latterly  they  have  been  driven  out 
of  the  senate. 

To  this,  I reply,  the  gentlemen  are  mistaken;  this 
distinction  is  made  on  the  very  face  of  the  bill,  in  terms 
too  plain  to  be  misunderstood. 

If  all  the  money  mentioned  is  of  equal  value,  why 
mention  gold  and  silver,  treasury  notes,  notes  of  specie- 
paying banks,  &c?  The  whole  argument  in  favor  of 
the  bill  rests  on  the  supposition  that  gold  and  silver  are 
the  best,  and  that,  as  far  as  it  goes,  is  to  be  used  for  fed- 
eral officers  and  those  who  have  federal  contracts,  leav- 
ing to  others  to  get  what  they  can,  and  how  they  can. 

2d.  the  bill  itself  contemplates  a paper  medium  ema- 
nating from  the  federal  government.  To  this  I object. 
Because  we  have  no  power  to  issue  it.  As  a curren- 
cy, they  are  bills  of  credit,  unconstitutional;  more 
clearly  so  than  to  incorporate  a bank.  Because,  if  we 
can  issue  such  a medium,  we  ought  never  to  do  it.  It 
will  lead  to  the  most  wasteful  and  extravagant  expendi- 
tures. It  will  be  used  moderalely  at.  first,  until  the  peo- 
ple become  reconciled  to  it,  and  then  gradually  extend- 
ed in  place  of  borrowing  money,  so  as  to  meet  all  the 
calls  of  an  extravagant  administration,  and  must  end 
in  a large  national  debt,  or  depreciate  like  your  conti- 
nental money. 

Many,  wiih  great  reason,  have  believed  that  no  go- 
vernment can  long  be.economical  upon  even  a system 
of  indirect  taxation.  That  under  such  a system  the 
people  generally  are  not  conscious  of  the  burthen  they 
bear.  They  pay  their  taxes  when  they  buy  their 
clothes,  or  other  articles,  on  which  duties  are  imposed, 
without  reflecting  that  any  part  ot  the  money  they  ilms 
expend  comes  into  the  treasury;  they  therefore  cease  lo 
be  watchful  over  the  manner  in  which  the  public  mo- 
neys are  expended;  and,  whenever  they  cease  to  keep 
strict  watch,  their  agents  commence  useless  and  waste- 
ful expenditures.  But  when  the  taxes  are  .direct,  every 
man  knows  how  much  he  pays,  and  when  ho  pays,  and 
, will  carefully  watch  how  die  moneys  are  expended; 
’ and  if  the  expenditures  are  wasteful  or  extravagant,  a 


suitable  corrective  will  he  immediately  applied.  Our 
whole  system  of  federal  taxation  is  in  ihe  general  indi- 
rect; and,  if  we  once  commence  a system  of  supplying 
deficiencies  in  the  treasury  by  an  issue  of  paper  to  be 
used  as  currency,  the  country  may  be  ruined. 

At  the  special  session  we  were  obliged  to  add  ten 
millions  of  dollars  to  our  means.  This  we  did  not  do 
by  a direct  loan,  which  every  man  could  understand 
but  by  authorizing  an  issue  of  treasury  notes.  When 
that  bill  was  before  the  senate,  the  senator  from  Mis- 
souri, and,  if  I mistake  not,  the  senator  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, both  friends  of  the  administration,  placed  these 
notes  on  the  ground  of  making  a loan;  that  they,  as 
they  were  to  bear  an  interest,  not  exceeding  five  per 
cent,  would  be  disposed  of  for  money,  and  with  the 
money  thus  procured,  our  creditors  could  be  paid;  and 
in  this  view  1 voted  for  the  bill.  In  the  house  the  amount 
of  the  notes  was  reduced  one-half,  and  I soon  perceiv- 
ed that  the  administration  intended  to  use  them,  not  to 
procure  a loan,  but  as  a currency;  and  when  the  bill 
was  returned  to  us,  I took  the  earliest  opportunity  to 
record  my  votp  against  it.  The  notes  issued  under  that 
bill  have  in  fact  been  usedasa  currency,  and  at  various 
rates  of  interest,  some  as  low  as  one  mill  per  year. 

This  year  our  revenue  is  again  to  be  deficient;  we 
will  need,  in  addition  to  our  means  in  the  treasury  ten, 
fifteen,  or  twenty  millions  of  dollars;  and  this  addition 
will  be  made  by  new  issues.  This  paper  currency 
seems  to  cost  nothing;  and,  as  our  wants  increase,  the 
issues  will  be  "increased,  until  the  paper  depreciates;  and 
then,  for  the  first  time,  the  people  will  seriously  look  in- 
to the  manner  in  which  not  only  their  money,  but  their 
credit  has  been  squandered. 

The  provisions  of  this  bill  for  treasury  notes,  bills,  or 
other  securities,  issued  by  the  federal  government,  or  un- 
der its  authority,  if  sanctioned  by  congress,  will  settle 
a principle  which,  if  carried  into  practice,  must  seal  the 
fate  of  this  nation.  Office-holders  and  office-hunters 
can  all  be  accommodated  by  the  executive  at  the  pub- 
lic expense,  and  the  people  will  not  be  aware  of  it  until 
too  late.  In  short,  it  will  take  off  almost  the  only  restraint 
which  yet  remains  to  our  extravagant  expenditures. 

This  view  of  the  subject  has  alarmed  me.  Do  we 
not  all  see  and  know  that  those  in  office  are  pressing  to 
have  their  salaries  increased?  That  those  who  are  not, 
desire  the  number  of  offices  increased  that  they  may 
get  in?  We  are  teased  to  increase  the  number  of  land 
districts;  and  if  we  do,  offices  are  multiplied.  When 
all  the  offices  among  the  whites  are  filled,  then  we  have 
among  our  red  brethren  exploring  parties,  visiting  par- 
ties. commissioners  and  agents,  by  construction,  at  ex- 
ecutive discretion,  and  compensated  as  lie  pleases. 

With  the  facilities  of  paper  money,  to  be  creuted  for 
thetroubl : of  malting,  importunities  for  offices,  jobs,  con- 
tracts an  increase  of  salary,  will  be  multiplied,  and  the 
president  will  not  have  the  heart  to  resis'  them  when 
artfully  pressed  by  noisy  and  worthless  partisans.  I 
have  been  forcibly  struck  with  some  of  the  remarks 
made  upon  the  subject  of  this  government  paper  cur- 
rency. The  honorable  senator  from  South  Carolina 
(Mr.  Calhoun)  thinks  it  will  not  depreciate,  and  if  it 
does,  it  will  not  make  any  difference,  as  the  govern- 
ment must  always  receive  it  at  par,  and  therefore  sus- 
tain the  whole  loss. 

Mr.  President,  if  the  honorable  senator  will  take  a 
moment  to  think  upon  this  subject,  I am  convinced  lie 
will  perceive  the  error.  No  paper  currency,  not  con- 
vertible into  specie  at  the  wiU  oj  the  holder,  ever  did  or 
ever  will  long  retain  its  nominal  value. 

If  a man  has  a note  of  any  kind,  and  has  confidence 
that  he  can  get  the  amount  ol  it  in  specie  at  any  time 
he  pleases,  most  generally  he  would  :-ather  have  the 
note  than  specie,  because  more  convenient;  but  the  mo- 
ment he  doubts,  then  lie  wants  the  specie  piesently.  In 
the  issue  of  treasury  notes,  that  moment  the  amount 
issued  much  exceeds  the  revenue  to  be  paid  into  the 
treasury,  and  the  purchase  of  public  lands,  they  must 
and  will  depreciate,  unless  provision  is  made  that  they 
shall  be  paid  when  presented  at  the  treasury.  When 
they  do  depreciate,  the  whole  loss  will  not  fall  on  the 
treasury,  but  will  fall  likewise  on  those  through  whose 
hands  they  have  passed.  The  very  case  put  by  the  sen- 
ator proves  it.  A treasury  note  issues  for  filteen  dol- 
lars. It  depreciates  until  it  can  be  purchased  in  mar- 
ket for  ten.  Some  person  who  owes  the  treasury  fif- 
teen dollars,  goes  and  purchases  it  at  ten,  and  pays  his 
debt  of  fifteen  dollars.  Now  does  not  every  one  per- 
ceive that  the  profit  of  five  dollars,  made  by  the  man 
who  paid  the  note  into  the  treasury,  must  have  been  a 
loss  of  the  same  amount  to  the  man  from  whom  he 
purchased, or  to  some  other  person  through  whose  hands 
it  has  passed?  In  all  such  cases,  profit  and  loss  are 
correllative  terms,  and  that  which  is  one  man’s  gain 
must  have  been  a loss  to  some  other 

As  you  increase  expenditures  you  increase  executive 
power,  already  too  great.  Tiie  president  or  those  act- 
ing under  his  orders,  must  necessarily  select  the  recipi- 
ents, who  it  will  always  be  understood,  can  only  be 
those  who  conform  to  his  wishes  in  elections.  These 
objections  are  independent  of  the  consideration  whe- 
ther this  bill  will  establish  a bank  or  not.  It  will  certainly 
sanction  the  issuing  a paper  medium  of'  circulation.' — • 
Those  who  advocate  this  provision  certainly  think  as  I 
do,  that  the  country  must  and  always  will  have  bank 
credits,  or  paper  of  some  kind,  to  use  ns  a substitute  for 
the  precious  metals.  The  business  of  the  country  can 
never  be  done  without  it.  A support  of  the  state  banks 
is  the  only  shield  which  can  be  presented  against  fede- 
ral bills  of  credit,  and  a federal  incorporated  Jbanlt. 

I hold  both  these  last  unconstitutional,  and  the  first 
of  them  infinitely  the  most  dangerous  to  ihc  liberties  of 
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the  people.  In  1831,  I heard  of  this  plan  of  separating 
government  from  all  banks  as  depositories,  and  thought 
well  of  it.  Indeed,  I would  then  have  gone  for  it,  if 
political  friends  had  agreed  upon  it.  Then  there  was 
no  idea  of  issuing  paper  money  by  government.  Then 
state  banks  were  paying  specie,  ana  their  notes  would 
have  continued  a circulating  medium.  Then  I had 
confidence  in  the  administration,  and  believed  that  none 
would  ever  dare  to  interfere  with  the  elective  franchise, 
or  to  refuse  to  have  the  executive  patronage  limited  and 
curtailed  by  law.  Now  all  these  things  are  changed. 
The  administration  want  paper  money  issued  by  go- 
vernment, substituted  for  loans.  The  state  banks  are 
not  paying  specie,  and  this  bill  forbids  the  receipt  of 
their  notes. 

The  executive  is  disposed  to  hunt  down  any  and 
every  man  who  wishes  to  limit  his  power.  He  openly 
interferes  in  elections,  both  state  and  federal,  and  uses 
all  his  powers  to  have  them  carried  according  to  his 
will.  Under  these  circumstances,  in  my  judgment,  I 
would  be  a traitor  to  civil  liberty  were  I to  sanction  the 
idea  that  we  will  make  federal  paper  the  circulating 
medium. 

What  has  become  of  our  bills,  five  or  six  in  num- 
ber, to  limit  executive  patronage,  reported  in  the  days 
of  the  younger  Adams?  They  sleep  ihe  sleep  of  death. 
The  honorable  chairman  of  the  committee,  who  origin- 
ally reported  them,  felt  it  his  duty  to  endeavor  to  revive 
them  under  the  administration  of  the  late  president, 
and  received  so  little  countenance  from  old  friends  that 
he  ceased  his  struggle  with  them. 

The  honorable  senator  from  South  Carolina,  who 
never  thinks  any  load  too  heavy,  took  up  one  ot  them, 
and  made  one  of  his  most  powerful  efforts,  and  it  pass- 
ed this  body.  But  how  many  old  friends  voted  for  it? 
Sir,  all  had  been  whistled  or  ordered  off,  except  the  sen- 
ator from  Missouri,  and  one  or  two  others. 

I have  been  honored  with  a seat  here  for  the  thirteen 
orfourleen  last  sessions,  and  believe  I have  never  once 
recurred  to  the  journals  to  see  how  any  gentleman  had 
voted;  but  there  are  some  things  I find  it  impossible  to 
forget. 

When  that  bill  was  before  the  senate,  believing  that 
I could  give  the  senator  from  South  Carolina  something 
more  than  my  vote,  I made  a speech  in  its  favor;  and 
that  speech  sealed  'iiji  fate  with  the  great  democratic 
party.  I respectfully  ask  the  senator  from  Missouri, 
whether  any  of  the  founer  friends  of  that  measure,  the 
Jackson  democrats,  voted  for  it,  except  he  and  myself? 

It  went  to  the  other  house,  and  as  they  were  more 
fresh  from  the  people  than  we,  better  understood  what 
is  meant  by  modern  democracy,  they  put  this  aristocrat- 
ic bantling  to  sleep;  and  we  have  never  heard  a cry  or 
even  a whimper  from  it  since.  Since  then,  executive 
power  and  patronage  have  put  forth  their  branches  in 
every  direction,  and  no  man  dare  raise  his  voice  against 
them  on  pain  of  political  death. 

Shall  we  then  put  this  rich  bed  of  manure  to  the  root 
of  this  dangerous  power,  that  the  crops  of  executive  in- 
fluence may  be  increased  in  our  elections?  Nay;  God 
forbid! 

I have  been  zealous  for  putting  down  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  and  for  maintaining  a sound  metallic 
currency,  and,  to  do  this,  believed  we  ought  to  sustain, 
as  far  as  we  could,  state  banks;  prevailing  on  them,  by 
all  incidental  means  in  our  power,  to  cease  the  use  of 
small  notes,  and  had  hoped  we  could  have  succeeded: 
but  specie  payments  have  been  suspended,  and  the  ad 
vocates  of  this  bill  say  we  must  try  some  other  experi- 
ment. 

Divorce,  divorce,  a vinculo  matrimonii  is  the  watch- 
word whenever  you  find  a modern  democrat. 

That  there  is  a divorce,  a mtnsa  et  thoro  existing,  I 
admit,  but  am  of  opinion  it  has  been  produced  by  violent 
temper,  and  want  of  due  care  on  the  part  of  the  federal 
head,  and  too  yielding  and  complying  a disposition  on 
the  part  of  the  banks,  and.  that  the  whole  might  yet 
be  reconciled,  at  all  events  to  the  advantage. of  the 
family. 

I have  heard  of  cases  where  a dashing  libertine  had 
married  a wife,  attached  to,  and  every  way  worthy  of 
him;  that  he,  upon  looking  farther  into  the  world,  con- 
cluded if  he  were  treed  from  his  first  love,  he  could  be 
better  suited  upon  a second  experiment;  and,  with  a 
view  to  obtain  a divorce,  threw  temptations  in  his 
wife’s  way  which  she  had  not  stern  virtue  enough  to  re- 
sist; she  sinned,  and  then  he  applied  for  a divorce. 
And  what  have  courts  ot  conscience  said  in  such  cases? 
Depart  hence!  you  contributed  to  your  wife’s  transgres- 
sion, and  shall  not  profit  by  your  own  iniquity. 

Apply  these  principles  to  this  case.  When  the  exe- 
cutive wooed  and  won  the  state  banks,  they  were  pure 
and  unsullied.  Their  utmost  exertions  were  necessary 
to  aid  in  prostrating  the  Bank  of  the  United  States; 
they  were  coaxed,  almost  commanded,  to  extend  then- 
loans.  They  did  so,  to  imprudent  lengths.  The  exe- 
cutive saw  and  knew  this.  Were  they  admonished  to 
diminish  their  discounts?  Never!  So  far  as  I know, 
on  the  contrary,  they  were  eulogised  up  to  July,  1336; 
then  came  the  executive  denunciations,  and  they  have 
never  since  ceased. 

The  executive  is  to  blame,  so  are  the  banks;  but  on 
account  of  their  quarrel,  the  great  American  family 
ought  not  to  be  sacrificed. 

If  none  were  to  be  injured  but  themselves,  I certain- 
ly should  feel  no  inclination  to  interfere;  but  I do  think 
it  nothing  but  just  that  both  parties  should  bear  then- 
due  proportion  of  blame,  and  that  a separation  ought 
not  to  be  permitted  under  circumstances  by  which  an 
unoffending  community  must  be  the  sufferers. 


But  again;  I think  if  it  is  ever  proper  to  establish  this 
system,  and  to  have  this  divorce,  now  is  not  the  proper 
time. 

The  banks  are  state  institutions;  society  have  a deep 
interest  in  their  maintaining  a sound  currency;  this  can 
only  be  done  by  resuming  specie  payments;  this  they 
never  can  do  until  their  credit  is  re-establisned;  while 
the  whole  weight  of  a popular  administration  is  against 

them,  they  never  can  resume  with  a hope  of  continu- 
ing specie  payments.  You  separate  now,  and  why? 
Because,  say  the  whole  administration  and  its  friends, 
and  if  we  pass  this  bill  we  join  in  the  cry,  they  are  un- 
worthy of  credit!  Every  man  who  believes  this  state- 
ment, and  has  a claim  against  them,  would  apply  for 
his  money,  and  they  would  be  compelled  immediately 
to  stop  again. 

Take  the  weight  of  the  federal  government  off  them, 
it  is  now  pressing  them  into  the  dust,  and  while  it  is 
upon  them,  you  might  as  well  order  a man,  whose  legs 
had  been  cut  off,  to  jump  to  his  feet  and  walk,  as  to  re- 
quire them  to  resume,  with  a hope  that  they  can  do  so. 
Let  their  credit  be  again  restored,  and  if  we  must  sepa- 
rate, they  could  better  then,  than  now,  sustain  the 
shock. 

The  federal  government  obtained  the  use  of  them 
when  their  credit  was  good;  it  should  be  restored,  and 

then,  if  ever,  they  ought  to  be  returned,  in  equally  good 
credit,  to  the  exclusive  use  of  the  states. 

Suppose  we  pass  this  bill,  and  then  the  banks  re- 
sume, five-sixths  of  the  revenue  must  be  taken  in  their 
notes;  in  a very  short  time,  enough  would  be  received 
to  enable  your  depositories  to  withdraw  so  much  of 
their  specie  as  to  compel  them  to  suspend.  And  if  they 
do  not  resume,  their  paper  depreciates,  and  specie  be- 
comes an  article  of  merchandise,  and  thus  the  federal 
servant  will  receive  better  money  than  the  state  officers, 
or  the  masters  of  both — the  mass  of  the  people. 

The  state  banks  never  can  resume  with  a hope  of 
doing  a profitable  business. 

Suppose  the  system  in  complete  operation.  Then  all 
the  revenue  is  received  in  specie,  your  average  surplus 
in  the  treasury  will  be  at  least  seven  or  eight  millions  of 
dollars.  This,  if  left  in  the  banks,  would  furnish  a 
specie  basis  upon  which  safely  to  issue  three  for  one. 
Hence,  by  this  process,  you  abstract  and  lock  up  twenty 
or  twenty-five  millions  of  dollars  of  the  circulating  me- 
dium, which  is  of  no  more  use  to  the  government  or  in- 
dividuals than  if  sunk  in  the  ocean. 

Banks  go  to  excess  occasionally,  and  there  is  tempo- 
rary suffering;  so  of  every  thing  else — we  have  nothing 
good  but  what  produces  evil  when  carried  to  excess. 
Banks  issue  too  much  paper,  but  that  is  no  reason  they 
should  all  be  destroyed.  Over  issues  produce  individual 
suffering,  but  even  this  is  productive  of  some  benefit. 
It  makes  roads  and  canals,  and  improves  plantations. 
Although  all  these  change  owners  when  a curtailment 
takes  place,  yet  the  improvements  remain  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  people  at  large. 

What  do  gentlemen  mean?  Do  they  mean  to  put  us 
back  to  the  year  eleven  hundred,  when  they  say  banks 
commenced?  Are  we  to  quit  our  ordinary  business, 
and  commence  wading  branches  in  search  of  golden 
pebbles,  to  add  to  the  stock  of  precious  metals.  Are 
we  to  give  up  the  earnings  of  our  families,  our  porrin- 
gers, and  our  spoons  to  this  Aaron  of  democracy,  that 
he  may  melt  them,  and,  with  his  graving  tools,  make 
us  our  own  metallic  god  to  worship?  The  more  free  a 
country  is.  the  more  prone  are  its  people  to  run  into 
excess,  and  none  so  much  os  our  own.  What  was 
Great  Britain  before  the  establishment  of  her  bank? 
Like  other  nations,  who  are  destitute  of  every  thing  but 
a specie  circulation,  poor,  unthrifty,  anti-commercial. 
And  what  is  she  now? 

We  need  a larger  circulation  than  any  country  upon 
earth  of  the  same  population,  because  we  are  freer  than 
any  other.  The  circulation  ought  always  to  bear  a 
due  proportion  to  all  saleable  or  exchangeable  commo- 
dities. In  some  of  the  states  every  thing  is  of  that  de- 
scription. Entails  are  destroyed,  all  property,  real  and 
personal,  is  unfettered,  and  for  sale  whenever  a man 
thinks  he  can  better  himself  by  selling  in  an  old, 
and  purchasing  in  a new,  state.  In  many  states  so  much 
island  unfettered  that  it  can  be  sold  in  fee  simple  upon 
a writ  of  fieri  facias. 

In  our  country  a man’s  capital,  in  many  instances, 
is  his  character  for  integrity,  his  capacity  for  business 
and  his  business  habits.  These  give  him  credit  with 
banks.  With  the  aid  of  bank  accommodations,  in 
many  instances  he  makes  himself  wealthy  in  a few 
years  and  every  man  who  adds  to  his  own  stock  of 
wealth  enriches  the  whole  country. 

Give  me  wealthy  people  and  a poor  treasury,  and  then 
the  country  is  rich,  and  its  liberty  safe. 

Destroy  banks,  and  you  throw  every  man  again  into 
the  hands  of  capitalists,  Jews,  money-lenders,  where 
few  can  borrow  who  cannot  mortgage  land  to  secure 
payment.  Whereas  banks  always  feel  it  a favor  con- 
ferred on  them  when  they  can  get  a good  customer. 

Although  I speak  thus  freely  of  the  utility  of  banks, 
they  never  have  been  favorites  of  mine,  but  we  must 
have  them.  The  country  cannot,  and  will  not  do  with- 
out them. 

We  must  have  a treasury  bank,  a bank  incorporated 
by  congress,  or  state  banks.  And  I prefer  the  last.  They 
are  the  least  dangerous,  and  the  states  have  clearly  the 
power  to  incorporate  them.  The  states,  in  granting 
charters,  can,  if  they  choose,  guard  generally  against 
excesses.  If  they  were  to  direct  all  profits  over  six  or 
eight  per  cent,  per  annum  to  go  into  the  treasury,  as  a 
school  fund,  the  temptation  to  shave  and  to  make  ex- 
cessive loans  would  be  taken  away.  And  if  they  would 


prohibit  standing  accommodations,  few  bad  debts 
would  be  contracted. 

2d.  The  other  object  of  the  bill  is  to  compel  our  col- 
lectors and  receivers  to  cease  depositing  money  in  banks, 
and  to  compel  them  to  deposite  all  moneys  in  the  hands 
of  officers  uppomted  by  the  president,  and  removable  at 
his  pleasure,  there  to  be  kept  till  needed  for  disburse- 
ment. I think  this  arrangement  much  worse  than  to 
deposite  in  the  banks. 

1st.  Because  the  directors  and  officers  of  the  banks 
will  be  more  likely  to  be  faithful  than  officers  appointed 
by  us.  The  stockholders  will  always  intend  to  select 
those  who  will  be  most  likely  not  to  waste  their  moneys. 
Our  officers  for  some  time  have  been,  and  I consider 
the  system  is  to  be  continued,  selected  more_  with  a 
view  to  influence  in  elections  than  to  any  qualifications 
for  the  particular  offices  they  are  to  fill.  Let  me  not  be 
misunderstood.  I do  not  mean  to  say  that  every  office- 
holder is  a mere  party  tool.  I think  there  are  many 
who  are  not.  But  I do  mean  to  state  it  as  my  opinion 
that  now,  and  for  some  time  past,  the  principal  qualifica- 
tion looked  for  is  political  influence;  and  such  men 
appointed  from  such  motives,  I think  will  generally  be 
unsafe  depositaries.  Supposing  these  officers  equally 
faithful,  they  will  not  generally  have  places  as  safe  as 
those  provided  by  banks. 

Again:  This  plan  will  occasion  a great  increase  of 
expense.  New  officers,  clerks,  visiters,  houses,  safes, 
vaults,  &c.  There  will  be  no  effectual  checks,  either 
upon  those  officers  or  upon  disbursing  officers.  It  is 
said  there  have  been,  in  modern  times,  but  fe.v  losses 
by  defalcation  of  disbursing  officers. 

One  principal,  if  not  the  sole  reason  of  this  is,  the 
check  upon  them,  by  ordering  them,  whenever  their 
position  will  enable  them  to  do  so,  to  keep  their  moneys 
in  banks,  and  every  weekormonlh  an  account  is  fur- 
nished the  secretary  of  the  treasury  by  the  deposite 
bank,  showing  the  sums  deposited,  and  by  whom.  This 
furnishes  strong  reasons  against  using  or  loaning  mo- 
ney; immediate  detection  would  be  the  consequence. 

Under  the  proposed  system  this  check  is  entirely  re- 
moved, and  the  public  money  will,  in  many  cases,  be 
misused. 

I now  have  in  my  drawer  a document  showing  what 
has  been  done  in  one  case  by  an  officer  in  whose  integri- 
ty. I once  had  unlimited  confidence.  He  collected  a 
large  claim  from  one  debtor  to  the  government,  and 
immediately  loaned  the  amount  received  to  some  politi- 
cal friends,  not  only  without  authority,  but  contrary  to 
his  instructions,  and,  at  this  moment,  two  suits  are 
pending  against  these  new  debtors,  who  have  refused  to 
pay  their  notes  as  they  fall  due.  If  I mistake  not,  one 
of  the  parties  to  this  very  transaction  has  been  appoint- 
ed to,  and  now  holds  an  office  which  will  make  him  a 
sub-treasurer  if  this  bill  should  pass. 

A bank  in  my  own  state  has  been  alluded  to  in  a 
letter  read  by  the  senator  from  Missouri,  which  he  has 
received  from  the  late  chief  magistrate. 

A brief  review  of  the  history  of  that  bank,  and  mat- 
ters connected  with  it,  may  be  of  use  to  us  on  the  sub- 
ject under  consideration. 

The  act  establishing  that  bank  was  passed  at  a called 
session,  in  the  year  1820.  The  charter  of  the  United 
States  Bank  was  passed  in  1816,  and  the  bank  went 
into  actual  operation  the  1st  of  January,  1817. 

It  was  an  administration  measure,  and  when  the  bill 
was  before  congress,  the  representative  from  my  dis- 
trict sent  me  a copy  of  it,  with  a request  that  I would 
give  him  my  opinion  of  its  provisions,  which  I did,  in  a 
pretty  lengthy  letter.  That  opinion  was  very  de- 
cidedly against  the  bill,  and  the  opinion  I then  formed 
and  expressed  I have  ever  since  entertained,  and  still 
entertain.  He,  alone,  from  Tennessee,  as  I believe, 
voted  against  the  bill.  For  this  vote  he  was  attacked  at 
home,  and  I felt  in  duty  bound  to  maintain  him  as  well 
as  I could.  This  brought  me  in  direct  conflict  with  the 
friends  of  the  United  States  Bank  as  early  as  1816. 

Soon  after  the  bank  went  into  operation,  it  establish- 
ed branches  in  Kentucky,  and,  before  the  fall  of  1817, 
many  of  the  loans  first  made  had  fallen  due,  and  pay- 
ment was  exacted.  To  this  the  people  had  not  been 
accustomed;  and,  as  is  always  the  case,  although  the 
bank  had  been  popular  when  making  loans,  it  soon  be- 
came very  unpopular  when  trying  to  collect  its  debts. 

Stories  of  the  ruinous  operations  of  the  bank  in  Ken- 
tucky soon  reached  us  in  Tennessee,  and,  in  the  au- 
tumn of  1817,  with  a view  to  save  Tennessee  from  the 
like  oppression,  her  legislature  passed  an  act,  as  I be- 
lieve, unanimously,  imposing  a very  heavy  tax,  say 
fifty  thousand  dollars,  upon  any  persons  attempting  to 
bank  in  Tennessee  without  authority  from  the  state. 

A few  years  since,  while  the  controversy  was  going 
on  with  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  the  senate 
created  a committee,  of  which  Mr.  Tyler,  of  Virginia, 
was  a member,  to  examine  into  its  proceedings,  and 
when  they  made  their  report,  for  the  first  time,  I found 
a letter  dated  in  1818,  now  bound  up  in  our  documents, 
soliciting  the  president  of  the  bank  to  establish  a branch 
in  Nashville,  notwithstanding  the  act  of  assembly,  in- 
forming him  that  the  act  was  passed  by  contracted,  il- 
liberal men,  and,  after  furnishing  a list  of  names  for  di- 
rectors, assuring  him  that  if  a branch  was  established, 
and  directors  appointed  from  the  list,  he  would  see  that 
a good  account  should  be  given  of  those  who  would  at- 
tempt to  enforce  the  state  law. 

Mr.  Jones,  the  then  president,  answered  this  letter, 
and,  very  properly,  refused  to  send  a branch  into  the 
state,  contrary  to  the  expressed  will  of  the  legislature. 

Thus  the  matter  rested  until  1826,  when  this  same 
gentleman  was  a leading  member  of  the  Tennessee 
legislature;  and,  not  having  been  able  to  get  a branch 
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bank  of  the  United  States,  he  and  others  determined 
they  would  have  a paper  ban!;,  founded  on  state  funds 
and  the  faith  of  the  stale.  They  passed  an  act  creating 
a bank.  There  was  then  in  the  state  a bank  in  which 
the  state  had  twenty  thousand  dollars  of  the  stock.  It 
was  called  the  Bank  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  and- 
had  been  so  conducted  as  to  give  society  confidence  in 
it;  and,  in  baptising  this  new  bank,  its  authors  gave  it 
exactly  the  same  name,  and  thus  we  had,  at  the 
same  time,  two  banks,  having  the  same  name,  in  the 
same  state.  The  friends  of  the  old  would  not  have  he- 
sitated in  charging  the  leaders  who  established  the  new 
with  pilfering  their  name,  that  they  might  derive  benefit 
from  their  credit,  had  they  been  other  than  members  of 
the  assembly. 

The  plan  of  this  new  bank  was  not  to  pay  specie, 
and  to  please  the  people,  it  was  said  it  was  a bank  to 
relieve  the  people  from  pecuniary  distress. 

At  the  same  session,  and  to  force  into  circulation  pa- 
per money  not  redeemable  in  specie,  laws  were  passed 
to  prevent  levies  of  execution,  unless  plaintiffs  would 
agree  to  receive  irredeemable  bank  paper. 

These  proceedings  met  with  very  decided  opposition 
from  the  supporters  of  a sound  currency. 

They  denounced  a depreciated  paper  currency  as  a 
curse  to  the  country,  and  the  old  state  bank  would  not 
touch  the  paper  of  the  new;  and,  after  a long  contro- 
versy between  the  directors,  under  the  administration 
of  an  enlightened  and  worthy  directory  of  the  new 
state  bank,  it  was  so  conducted  as  to  be  convert- 
ed into  a specie  paying  bank,  and  I believe  it  has  faith- 
fully redeemed  whatever  notes  it  put  in  circulation. 

But,  then,  what  became  of  the  capital  and  profits? 
Much  of  them  were  wasted.  There  was  a branch  or 
agency  in  each  county. 

The  cashier  of  the  principal  bank,  a highly  worthy, 
intelligent,  and  generous  man,  could  not  resist  the 
temptation;  he  permitted  importunate  and  needy  friends 
to  draw  checks,  which -he  paid  when  they  had  no  funds 
in  bank.  This  practice  was  delected,  and  exposed,  and 
he  ruined. 

Some  of  the  agents,  men  of  as  much  integrity  as 
those  lobe  found  now,  either  used,  or  permitted  others 
to  use,  the  moneys  entrusted  to  their  care.  Those  mo- 
neys were  in  some  instances  lost,  the  agents  ruined,  and 
the  state  has  been  for  several  years  endeavoring  to 
save  something  from  the  wreck. 

With  these  examples  before  me,  I cannot,  I will  not, 
I dare  not,  give  my  sanction  to  a scheme  so  demoraliz- 
ing, and  fraught  with  so  many  mischiefs. 

But,  sir,  our  history  stops  not  here.  I think,  about 
the  year  1326,  a Nashville  batik  failed,  and  occasioned 
much  excitement.  The  legislature,  then  in  session,  re- 
pealed our  act  of  1817,  imposing  the  tax  of  which  I 
have  spoken;  a branch  of  the  United  States  Bank  was 
applied  for,  and  established.  It  went  down  with  the 
principal  and  the  other  branches,  and  from  that  time, 
until  July,  1836,  we  were  state  bank  men,  generally: 
these  banks  having  a safe  specie  basis,  and  always  pay- 
ing specie.  During  the  whole  of  these  arduous  conflicts, 
others  have  had  an  advantage  over  me. 

They  first  wanted  a United  States  Bank,  that  we 
might  have  a good  currency  everywhere.  Next  they  want- 
ed paper  money,  and  creditors  forced  to  receive  it,  or  to 
get  nothing;  then  United  States  Bank  notes  again;  and 
now,  \yhen  the  monster  is  slain,  and  we  can  all  ven- 
ture to  measure  the  length  and  breadth  of  its  supposed 
deformities,  nothing  will  do  them  but  the  pure,  unadul- 
terated hard  money. 

Mr.  President,  these  politicians  ever  have  thcr  advan- 
tage of  me.  I never  can  give  up  an  old  opinion,  until 
I am  sure  I have  found  better  reasons  for  a new  one. 
They  have  the  full  benefit  of  what  is  called  the  march  of 
mind.  They  march  and  countermarch  so  that  1 cannot 
keep  pace  with  them.  I turn  slowly,  awkwardly,  and 
these  politicians  give  me  the  dodge,  and  are  sometimes 
out  of  sight  before  I know  they  intend  to  change.  But 
this  is  of  no  consequence  to  me.  Such  wills-with-the- 
wisp  or  jacks- with-!  he-lantern  I would  not  follow,  if  I 
could  see  them.  They  would  only  pilot  me  into  some 
quagmire  or  swamp,  and  then  leave  me,  although  their 
dexterity  could  easily  extricate  themselves. 

For  myself,  I now  am,  and  ever  have  been  a hard 
money  money  man,  to  every  reasonable  and  constitu- 
tional extent.  Nothing  is,  with  me,  money,  within  the 
meaning  of  the  constitution,  but  th e precious  metals,  and 
they  either  coined,  and  their  value  fixed  by  acts  of  con- 
gress, or  foreign  coin,  whose  value  is  declared  in  the 
same  way.  No  government,  either  state  or  federal,  can 
make  any  thing  else  a tender  in  payment  of  debts. 
This  kind  of  money,  and  this  only,  is  the  end  of  the 
law,  where  pecuniary  compensation  is  to  be  made.  It 
is  not  only  the  standard  by  which  the  value  of  property 
is  to  be  fixed,  but  it  is  itself  property,  which  can  bo  ap- 
plied toother  useful  purposes.  The  federal  government 
has  no  power  to  incorporate  individuals,  and  hestow 
upon  them  banking  powers  and  privileges,  to  be  ex- 
ercised within  the  states. 

The  federal  government  cannot  issue,  or  authorize  to 
be  issued,  paper  to  bo  used  as  currency. 

The  constitution  takes  from  the  states  the  power  to  is- 
sue bills  of  credit. 

It  does  not  confer  upon  congress  any  such  power, 
and  it  can  exercise  no  power  except  that  which  is  ex- 
pressly given,  or  is  necessary  and  proper  to  give  effect 
to  some  power  expressly  granted.  The  framers  of  the 
constitution  having  taken  from  the  states  the  power  to 
issue  bills  of  credit,  and  having  refused  or  omitted  to 
confer  such  a power  on  congress,  believed  they  had  se- 
cured the  country  against  the  issue  of  a paper  currency 
by  either  government,  which  individuals  could  have  no 


means  by  suit  to  compel  the  payment  of,  and  which,  if 
tolerated,  would  be  sure  to  depreciate. 

Before  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  was 
framed,  the  state  had  the  power  to  incorporate  indivi- 
duals, and  give  them  banking  powers  and  privileges; 
this  power  was  never  taken  from  them,  and,  therefore, 
they  still  possess  it. 

I have  believed,  and  now  do,  that  in  a country  so  ex- 
tensive as  ours,  so  highly  commercial,  and  so  free,  our 
business  cannot  be  transacted  witnout  paper  of  some 
kind,  which  is  not  money,  but  credit,  the  representative 
of  money.  These  credits  will  be  highly  injurious,  un- 
less regulated  by  law.  I therefore  have  maintained 
state  banks,  at  the  same  time  wishing  to  put  down,  by 
all  means  in  our  powe  r,  small  notes;  to  have  none  less 
than  five,  ten,  twenty,  and  even  higher  than  that,  if  a 
majority  wished,  so  as  to  furnish  a broad  specie  basis 
the  better  to  maintain  and  support  the  organized  credits, 
evidenced  by  banh  notes  or  checks. 

It  is  all  idle  to  tell  me  that  the  only  mode  to  have 
hard  money  is  to  put  down  state  banks.  Put  them 
down  to-morrow,  and  then  we  will  find  it  indispensable 
to  have  a United  States  Bank  owned  by  individuals, 
or  a trensuary  bank  owned  by  the  United  States,  and 
governed  at  the  will  of  the  executive. 

Being  opposed  to  both  these,  and  thinking  the  coun- 
try must  have  credits  in  some  shape,  I support  state 
banits  as  the  only  means  of  preventing  the  establish- 
ment of  some  one  of  the  others.  I think  them  both 
unconstitutional,  and  the  treasuary  bank  infinitely  the 
most  dangerous. 

We  might  as  well  at  once  put  the  whole  moneys  of  the 
government  at  the  disposition  of  the  executive  as  to  pass 
this  bill;  because,  although,  some  of  the  officers  who 
are  to  have  charge  of  it  must  have  the  sanction  of  the 
senate  in  their  appointment,  yet  the  president  can 
remove,  or  have  removed  at  his  pleasure,  every  man  of 
them. 

This  bill,  in  truth  and  in  fact,  creates  a bank  with  vast 
powers  and  extensive  capacity. 

Suppose  congress  to  incorporate  a number  of  indi 
viiiuajs,  and  confer  upon  them  powers  to  do  exactly 
the  same  thing  which  the  officers  named  in  this  bill  are 
empowered  and  required  to  do,  what  would  gentlemen 
call  their  institution?  It  must  and  would  be  a bank; 
they  would  have  all  the  usual  powers  of  a bank,  except 
to  loan  money  by  discounting  notes 

The  only  use  of  an  act  of  incorporation  is  to  empow- 
er a number  of  individuals,  or  some  one  man,  to  trans 
act  certain  business  under  particular  restrictions.  Now 
if  we  give  to  our  own  officers  exactly  the  same  powers 
which,  if  given  to  one  or  more  individuals,  would  de- 
nominate the  establishment  a bank,  it  is  equally  so  in 
both  cases. 

This  bill  provides  places  where  our  whole  treasure, 
hard  money,  notes  of  specie-paying  banks,  treasury 
notes,  or  other  paper  issued  under  the  authority  of  the 
government,  are  to  be  kept. 

It  authorizes  the  transfers  and  re-transfers  of  those 
moneys  from  point  to  point,  at  the  discretion  of  the  se- 
cretary. There  is  now  a bill  before  the  other  house  au- 
thorizing an  issue  of  ten  millions  of  treasury  notes;  it 
will  certainly  pass  for  that  or  a larger  sum. 

Now  let  us  consider  how  these  powers  will  be  made 
to  operate. 

1st.  The  capital  is  the  whole  treasure  of  the  nation, 
say  anv  sum  we  please  not  less  than  twenty-five,  nor 
more  than  fifty  millions  of  dollars. 

This  sum  can  be  concentrated  at  one  place,  or  dis- 
persed to  different  places,  as  the  secretary  chooses.  A 
merchant  of  New  York  owes  fifty  thousand  dollars  for 
duties,  and  this  sum  he  is  to  pay  to  the  collector  there, 
who  is;to  deposite  it  in  his  vault.  He  borrows  the  amount 
from  a specie-paying  bank  in  the  notes  of  the  state  bank, 
and  pays  the  debt.  Instantly  the  collector  goes  to  the 
bank,  draws  the  specie,  and  returns  its  notes,  and 
locks  the  specie  up  in  the  vault,  where  he  is  to  keep  it 
till  needed  for  disbursement;  and  by  pursuing  this  plan 
the  whole  specie  may  be  withdrawn  from  the  banks,  or 
so  much  of  it  as  to  compel  the  banks  to  wind  up. 

Again:  a merchant  in  Nashville  owes  fifty  thousand 
dollars  for  goods  purchased  in  New  York;  he  gets  that 
amount  in  notes  of  the  Nashville  banks,  by  borrowing 
or  otherwise,  but  they  will  not  answer  to  pay  his  debt 
in  New  York;  he  therefore  goes  to  the  sub-treasurer, 
who  has  his  proportion  of  these  treasury  notes,  and 
gives  him  his  fifty  thousand  dollars,  and  receives  a 
treasury  note,  or  notes,  and  perhaps  allows  one  per 
cent,  as  the  difference  of  exchange,  and  the  sub-treasu- 
rer immediately  goes  to  the  state  bank,  returns  its 
notes,  takes  the  specie  and  locks  it  up  in  the  vaults. 
When  a creditor  of  the  government  applies  for  payment 
of  his  salary,  or  other  dues,  he  may  be  paid  in  treasury 
notes,  and  thus  we  find  this  is  a bank  of  issues. 

It  is  useless  to  pursue  this  subject  farther.  Every 
practical  man  must  see  this  is  in  substance  a treasury 
bank,  with  immense  funds  as  a capital,  with  unlimited 
power  to  draw  and  redraw,  and  that  it  is  a bank  to  is- 
sue no'  hard  money  alone,  but  paper  money,  issued  by  or 
under  the  authority  of  the  United  States.  That  it  con- 
fers powers  and  capacities  which  will  enable  it  to  pros- 
trate the  state  banks,  any  and  every  where,  at  its  pleasure. 

It  will  not  only  control  the  state  banks,  and  make 
them  subservient  to  its  will,  but  will  also  influence  all 
men  engaged  in  commerce,  which  requires  the  use  of  funds 
at  distant  places. 

Pass  this  bill,  and  we  put  it  in  the  p°wer  °f  the  presi- 
dent, through  his  secretary  of  the  treasury,  to  control  tile 
whole  pecuniary,  active  capital  of  the  country!  We  are 
to  add  this  tretnenduous  power  to  a patronage  already 
dangerous  in  the  extreme,  and  this  at  a time  when  we 


have  a chief  magistrate  who  is  not  only  unwilling  to 
have  his  power  and  patronage  curtailed  and  limited,  but 
is  desirous  to  add  to  them,  even  to  the  extent  of  en- 
couraging armed  voluntary  associations  to  stand  ready 
to  carry  out  his  views  by  force  of  arms. 

In  the  early  and  pure  days  of  the  republic,  in  1789, 
the  republican  doctrine  was,  that  no  president  would 
ever  dare  to  remove  an  officer  who  held  office  at  the  will 
of  tlie  president,  simply  on  account  of  his  politics;  and,  if 
he  did,  Mr.  Madison  said  it  would  be  a crime  for  which 
he  should  be  impeached. 

Mr.  Jefferson,  upon  assuming  the  reins  of  govern- 
ment, prohibited  all  inferior  officers  from  interfering  in 
elections,  further  than  to  vote,  on  pain  of  dismissal. 

In  the  canvass,  which  brought  the  late  president  into 
office,  we  all  thought  the  same  way,  and  that  this  was 
the  sound  democratic  or  republican  doctrine. 

Do  we  not  all  remember  the  out-cry  against  Mr. 
Adams,  because  we  thought,  through  a Mr.  Slade,  a 
clerk  in  some  of  the  departments,  he  had  signified  to 
the  Vermont  legislature  that  he  preferred  the  old  sena- 
tor, Mr.  Seymour,  to  Mr.  Van  Ness?  The  newspapers 
rung  with  this  charge,  and  it  Mr.  Adams  or  his  cabinet 
had  avowed  that  they  had  a right  to  endeavor  to  influ 
eirce  people  in  elections,  it  is  doubtful  how  he  would 
have  got  through  even  the  four  years  to  which  he  had 
been  elected. 

Now  the  whole  course  of  thinking  and  acting  is 
changed. 

During  the  last  administration  it  was  not  only  main- 
tained that  the  president  and  all  under  him  had  a right 
to  interfere,  but,  for  the  sake  of  securing  a democratic 
administration,  it  was  a duty  to  aid  in  electing  his  suc- 
cessor, members  to  both  houses  of  congress,  governors 
of  states,  &e. 

The  present  incumbent  improves  upon  this,  and 
countenances  what  may  be  called  legions  of  honor,  to 
maintain  him  by  force  in  carrying  out  modem  demo- 
cracy. 

I have  been  surprised  that  in  none  of  our  discussions 
has  any  gentleman  alluded  to  a correspondence  be- 
tween an  association  in  Philadelphia  and  the  chief  ma- 
gistrate during  the  past  year. 

They  informed  him  that  they  had  voluntarily  associ- 
ated together,  had  armed  and  equipped  themselves,  and 
made  a tender  of  their  services  to  carry  out  the  laws. 

In  a country  as  free  as  ours,  where  the  laws  them- 
selves are  nothing  but  the  will  of  a majority  of  the  peo- 
ple, constitutionally  expressed,  every  thing  which  tends 
to  weaken  or  diminish  our  respect  for  the  laws  is  highly 
reprehensible.  Now  what  would  we  reasonably  expect 
as  an  answer  from  our  chief  magistrate  to  such  a tender 
of  services. 

I looked  for  grateful  acknowledgments  for  their  good 
feelings  towards  him,  and  a request  that,  as  they  re- 
garded him  and  his  fame,  they  would  immediately  lay 
aside  their  warlike  implements  and  dissolve  the  asso- 
ciation; because,  if  the  country  was  to  remain  free,  such 
voluntary  associations  could  never  be  necessary.  Pub- 
lic opinion,  and  forces,  when  indispensible,  called  out 
under  the  authority  of  law,  would  always  be  sufficient 
in  the  hands  of  the  executive  to  give  eftect  to  the  will 
of  the  people,  expressed  through  their  acts  of  congress. 

But  I was  sorry  to  find  no  such  sentiments;  on  the 
contrary,  sincere  thanks,  and  a manifest  willingness  to 
countenance  the  use  of  such  forces  if  emergency  should 
require  their  services. 

The  good  sense  of  society  must  check  this  course  of 
thinking,  or  there  is  reason  to  fear  that,  at  no  distant 
day,  we  may  have,  through  the  agency  of  such  means, 
anarchy  first,  and  then  despotism. 

The  senator  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Webster,)  at 
the  close  of  his  reply  to  the  senator  from  South  Carolina, 
“for  his  special  benefit,”  in  very  good  temper,  and  in  a 
most  happy  manner,  referred  to  the  early  history  of 
that  portion  of  my  state,  now  called  East  Tennessee, 
once  known  as  the  state  of  Franklin.  He  read  us  a 
part  of  one  of  her  acts  of  assembly,  which  fixed  the  sala- 
ries of  some  of  her  officers,  and  directed  the  species  of 
currency  in  which  they  were  to  he  paid. 

I always  feel  gratified  when  I know,  or  hear,  that  my 
state  has  done  any  tiling  which  benefits  any  portion  of 
my  fellow-men. 

“Blessed  are  the  peace-makers,’’  is  the  language  of 
holy  writ.  On  this  occasion  the  two  honorable  and 
distinguished  senators  had  assumed  an  attitude  so  bel- 
ligerant  that  I really  feared  it  might  end  in  something 
worse  than  words.  But  no  sooner  were  the  labors  of 
my  state  fifty  years  ago  brought  to  the  notice  of  this 
grave  body,  than  we  all  forgot  that  any  of  us  had  ever 
been  out  of  temper,  and  so  soon  as  we  could  recover 
composure  enough  to  adjourn,  we  separated  like  a band 
of  brothers— no  two  leaving  the  chamber  in  better  tem- 
per with  each  other  than  the  two  honorable  senators. 

But,  sir,  the  senator  knew  nothing  of  the  practice 
under  the  state  law,  therefore  we  have  not  the  full 
benefit  which  we  ought  to  derive  from  his  reminiscence. 
Pie  could  have  related  the  whole  incidents  so  much  bet- 
ter than  I can,  that  I regret  he  did  not  mention  this 
subject  to  me  before  he  addressed  the  senate:  if  he  had 
I would  have  given  him  the  additional  facts,  that  the 
whole  might  have  been  detailed  to  the  senate  in  his 
good  tempered  and  felicitous  manner. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  governor,  chief  jus- 
tice, and  some  other  officers,  were  to  be  paid  in  Deer 
skins,  other  inferior  officers  were  to  be  paid  in  Rac- 
coon skins.  Now,  at  that  day,  we  were  all  good 
whigs,  although  we  had  some  of  the  notions  of  the  de- 
mocrats of  the  present  day. 

We  thought  these  taxes  might  safely  remain  in  the 
hands  of  the  collectors  as  sub-treasuries  until  wanted 
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for  disbursement.  The  taxes  were,  therefore,  fairly  col- 
lected in  the  skins  and  peltry  pointed  out  in  the  law. 
But  the  collectors,  as  report  says,  knew  that  although 
Raccoon  skins  were  plenty,  Opossum  skins  were 
more  so,  and  that  they  could  be  procured  for  little  or 
nothing.  They,  therefore,  procured  the  requisite  num- 
bers of  Opossum  skins,  cut  the  tails  off  the  Raccoon 
skins,  sewed  them  to  the  Opossum  skins,  paid  them 
into  the  general  or  principal  treasury,  and  sold  the  Rac- 
coon skins  to  the  hatters. 

The  treasurer  had  been  an  unlucky  appointment,  al- 
though a worthy  man;  he  was  a foreigner,  knew  no- 
thing of  skins  or  peltry,  and  was,  therefore,  easily  de- 
ceived by  his  sub-treasurers.  Whenever  this  imposi- 
tion was  discovered,  the  whole  system  went  down,  and 
we  never  have  had  a great  fancy  for  leaving  the  taxes 
in  the  hands  of  the  sub-treasurers  or  collectors  from 
that  day  to  this. 

But,  sir,  these  old  proceedings  more  clearly  develop 
ed  the  true  character  of  my  state  than  almost  any  thing 
of  the  present  day. 

The  territory  or  tract  of  country  called  Franklin  was 
composed  of  four  counties  of  North  Carolina,  and  se- 
parated from  the  body  of  the  state  by  the  great  ledge  of 
mountains,  called  at  different  places  by  different  names, 
and  from  what  is  now  West  Tennessee  by  the  Cum- 
berland mountains,  and  a wilderness  of  two  hundred 
miles. 

The  revolutionary  war  had  terminated  with  Great  Bri- 
tain in  1783,  but  it  continued  with  the  powerful  tribes  of 
Indians  who  had  been  in  alliance  with  her.  The  depre- 
dations of  these  Indians  were  so  serious  that  aid  to  ar- 
rest their  ravages  was  desired  from  North  Carolina; 
that  state  was  not  in  a situation  to  furnish  protection, 
and  instead  thereof,  from  good  motives,  no  doubt,  but 
without  due  consideration,  passed  an  act  ceding  us  to 
the  United  States.  Whenever  the  news  was  received, 
the  leading  men,  who  were  King's  mountain  men — Se- 
vier, the  companion  of  the  gallant  Campbell  and  Shel- 
by, at  their  head,  took  fire;  the  discontent  ended  in  a 
declaration  of  independence,  and  the  formation  of  the 
state  called,  to  perpetuate  our  whig  principles,  “ Frank- 
lin.” 

North  Carolina  discovered  her  error,  and,  before  con- 
gress could  act  on  the  subject,  repealed  her  act  of  ces- 
sion. But  it  was  too  late.  We  had  been  disposed  of 
without  our  consent.  Though  but  a handful,  with  a 
powerful  savage  enemy  infesting  our  whole  frontier,  and 
without  a dollar  to  begin  with,  we  set  up  for  ourselves. 
We  would  not  brook  the  indignity;  we  had  begun  the 
fight  for  liberty,  and  liberty  or  death  we  would  have. 
We  continued  the  controversy  till  1739,  when  an  ac- 
commodation with  our  parent  state  took  place;  and 
with  our  own  consent,  and  upon  terms  thought  just, 
we,  with  other  portions  ot  territory,  were  ceded,  in 
1739,  to  the  United  States. 

In  179G,  we  became  the  state  of  Tennessee,  and 
how  we  have  since  conducted,  I willingly  leave  to  the 
judgment  of  our  sister  states. 

I confess,  instead  of  feeling  humbled  by,  I am  proud 
of,  this  ancient  reminiscence.  I feel  proud  thatmy  an- 
cestor was  one  of  that  unyielding  band;  that  1 now 
find  myself  associated  here  with  a Sevier  and  a Tipton; 
and  although  I sometimes  think  two  generations  back 
those  of  their  name  would  not  have  worked  so  tamely 
in  party  gear,  yet  every  once  in  a while  the  blood  shows 
itself,  and  you  can  see,  that,  if  their  home  concerns  are 
not  attended  to  here,  according  to  what  is  just,  they 
break  party  bandages , and  walk  abroad  in  that  freedom 
for -which  their  fathers  periled  every  thing. 

It  is  true  we  are  neither  whigs,  tories,  or  democrats 
by  inheritance,  hut  there  is  much  in  blood,  much  in 
eauca'ion.  Early  lessons  from  mothers  are  apt  to  have 
an  influence  upon  us  through  life.  What  the  father 
says  when  he  first  sends  his  boy  to  schoolis  hardly  ever 
forgotten. 

When  that  law  was  passed,  and  for  years  afterward, 
the  first  morning  the  son  was  to  start  for  school,  he  was 
sure  to  receive  the  father’s  advice,  in  emphatic  terms, 
calculated  to  make  a lasting  impression,  in  language 
like  the  following:  My  son,  you  are  now  going  to  school, 
you  must  render  a willing  obedience  to  your  master;  he 
is  in  my  place,  obey  him,  if  you  love  me.  Be  kind  to 
all  your  school-fellows,  do  nothing  offensive  or  unjust  to 
them.  Be  careful  in  all  you  say,  and  do  not  give  anv 
of  them  cause  of  offence,  and,  if  they  will  quarrel  with 
and  abuse  you,  take  care  you  never  come  home  whip- 
ped by  any  one  of  them,  if  you  have  the  power  to  pre- 
vent it. 

Children  were  taught  from  infancy  the  doctrine  of 
equality,  that  no  distinction  ought  to  exist  except  that 
which  was  produced  by  vice  or  virtue. 

And  as  to  a circulating  medium,  this  old  act  contains 
a volume  of  instruction  tor  me.  At  that  day,  the  me- 
dium of  our  exchanges  was  skins  and  peltry,  or  furs. 
They  were  the  currency  in  which  the  people  were 
obliged  to  transact  their  business,  and  my  father,  when 
voting  for  that  law,  thought  it  just  that  our  officers,  from 
the  governor  to  the  constable,  should  he  paid  in  the 
same  kind  of  currency  which  the  people  were  compell- 
ed to  use  in  their  dealings  with  each  other,  and  so  think 
I now  as  to  our  federal  officers.  Such,  I think,  have 
been  the  opinions  of  a majority  of  my  constituents  from 
my  youth  to  this  day. 

My  wish  is  to  carry  into  effect  their  will.  If  I had 
fortitude  enough  to  venture  into  an  unknown  world,  I 
would  rather  Jo  so  now,  and  upon  this  spot,  than  know- 
ingly to  give  a vote  upon  a subject  so  important,  which 
would  disappoint  the  wishes  of  the  companions,  of  my 
youth,  the  associa’es  of  my  maturer  years,  a nd  those  who 


have  ever  sustained  me  against  all  attacks,  at  every 
stage  of  life. 

What  I believe  to  be  their  will,  corresponds  with  my 
own  judgment  on  this  subject;  and,  however  much  I 
may  and  do  regret  a difference  of  opinion  with  enligh- 
tened men  from  other  states,  yet  I acknowledge  no  res- 
ponsibility to  any  human  power  except  to  the  citizens  of 
my  own  state  who  have  so  long  honored  me  with  their 
confidence. 


TWENTY-FIFTH  CONGRESS. 

SECOND  SESSION SENATE. 

May  3.  The  Vice  President  presented  a report 
from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  pursuance  of 
a senate  resolution,  communicating  inlbnnation  on 
the  subject  of  the  public  lands  in  the  mining  country 
of  Wisconsin  and  the  northern  part  of  Illinois.  Read, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a report  from  the  secretary  of  war,  on  the 
subject  of  the  fortifications  of  the  United  States,  in 
pursuance  of  a resolution  of  the  senate.  Read,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  following,  among  other  petitions,  were  pre- 
sented. By  Mr.  Buchanan-.  Four  memorials,  sign- 
ed by  a large  number  of  the  citizens  of  the  city  and 
county  of  Philadelphia,  urgently  requesting  congress 
not  to  pass  the  international  copy-right  bill. 

[These  memorials,  Mr.  B.  said,  state  that  a capi- 
tal of  $'30,000,000  or  more  is  now  embarked  in  the 
different  branches  of  the  manufacture  of  books,  af- 
fording employment  to  thousands  of  men,  women, 
and  children;  and  that  to  pass  this  law  would  do 
great  injury  to  the  owners  of  this  capital  and  all 
whom  it  employs.  The  memorialists  also  stale  that 
this  law  would  considerably  enhance  the  price  of 
books  to  the  citizens  of  ourcountry,  who,  instead  of 
purchasing  them  as  they  now  do  at  a rate  so  cheap 
as  to  place  it  in  the  power  of  every  poor  man  to 
improve  his  mind,  would  then  be  obliged  to  pay 
such  large  prices  as  greatly  lo  reduce  the  number  of 
purchases,  and  to  deprive  the  poorer  class  of  our 
citizens  altogetherfrom  the  benefits  and  enjoyments 
offoreign  literature.  They  contend  that  there  is  no 
obligation  of  justice  requiring  the  United  Slates 
thus  to  injure  its  own  citizens  by  enhancing  the 
price  of  foreign  books:  and  that  it  is  sufficient  for 
pach  country  to  grant  copy-rights  to  its  own 
authors.  Mr.  B.  said  these  were  strong  views  of 
the  >nbject,  and  demanded  the  most  grave  consider- 
ation from  congress  and  the  country.  He  would 
not  now  anticipate  the  debate  which  must  hereafter 
arise  on  the  question,  but  he  asked  senators  to  keep 
their  minds  open  until  they  could  hear  both  sides. 
If  it  were  generous  and  liberal  to  patronize  foreign 
authors,  it  was  our  duly  lo  take  care  that  this 
should  not  he  done  by  sacrificing  the  rights  of  our 
own  citizens.] 

The  memorials  were  referred  to  the  committee 
on  patents. 

Also,  by  Mr.  B.  four  memorials  from  citizens 
ofthe  county  of  Philadelphia,  against  the  annex- 
ation of  Texas  to  the  United  States.  Laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  committee  on  finance,  re- 
ported a bill  to  authorize  the  sale  of  the  bonds  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  belonging  to  the  go- 
vernment of  the  United  States.  Read,  and  ordered 
to  a second  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  the  claim  of  Richard 
B.  Mason  was  rejected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Benton,  call  was  made  on  the 
secretary  of  the  treasnary  for  a condensed  state- 
ment of  the  condition  ofthe  state  banks,  according 
to  the  latest  returns  received  at  the  treasury;  also, 
the  returns  on  which  said  statement  may  he  found- 
ed. 

The  bill  granting  the  right  of  way  for  roads  and 
canals  through  the  public  lands,  to  states  and  incor- 
porated companies,  was  read  a third  time,  and,  af- 
tera  shortdiscussion  between  Messrs.  Lyon,  Tipton, 
Clay,  of  Alabama,  am!  King,  growing  out  ot  an  ob- 
jection of  Mr.  Lyon  to  the  bill  in  its  present  shape, 
it  was  passed,  and  sent  down  to  the  other  house  for 
concurrence. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  security  and  protection 
ofthe  emigrant  and  other  Indians  west  of  Missouri 
and  Arkansas,  (establishing  a confederate  territorial 
government  of  the  emigrant  tribes)  was  read  a third 
time,  amended  by  consent,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Linn, 
by  striking  out  iVeosAo  ( thp  Osage  word  for  “clear 
water")  and  substituting  “ Indian  territory,"  as  the 
name  of  the  territory,  and  then  passed  by  the  fol- 
lowing vote,  and  sent  to  the  other  house  for  con 
currence,  viz: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Buchanan,  Clay,  of  Alabama, 
Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Cnthbert, 
Davis,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  King,  Knight, 
Linn,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Merrick,  Morris,  Nicholas, 
Pierce,  Prentiss,  Preston.  Rives,  Roane,  Robbins, 
Robinson,  Ruggles,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Smith, 
of  Indiana,  Southard,  Spence,  Swiff,  Tallmadge, 


Tipton,  Trotter,  Wall,  White,  Williams,  Wright, 
Young — 39. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Calhoun, 
Niles,  Norvell — 6. 

The  senate  then  took  up  Mr.  Clay’s  joint  resolu- 
tion, as  heretofore  stated,  which  occupied  the  re- 
mainder ofthe  day. 

May  4.  A message  was  received  from  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  by  Mr.  A.  Van  Buren, 
his  private  secretary. 

The  Vice  President  presented  a communication 
from  the  secretary  ol  war,  with  a report  of  the  se- 
cond auditor,  in  pursuance  ofthe  act  of  May,  1822, 
to  regulate  the  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes. 
Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Southard,  presented  a remonstrance  against 
carrying  into  execution  the  late  alleged  treaty  with 
the  Cherokees.  Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  Le 
printed. 

Mr.  Swifi  presented  a remonstrance  of  the  same 
kind,  from  inhabitants  of  Dorset,  Vermont.  Laid  on 
the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Roane  presented  a memorial  from  the  friend- 
ship fire  company  of  Alexandria,  praying  aid  from 
congress.  Referred.  Mr.  Linn  presented  a memo- 
rial on  the  subject  of  establishing  an  agricultural 
and  mechanical  department  "of  the  government. 
Referred.  Mr.  Spence  presented  the  petition  of 
Daniel  Job,  for  a pension  as  a revolulionary  soldier. 

Also,  a petition  of  Jacob  Jeffers,  for  bounty  in 
land  and  money  as  a revolutionary  soldier.  Seve- 
rally referred. 

Mr.  Fulton,  from  the  committee  on  the  public 
lands,  repotted  a joint  resolution  in  behalf  of  Ves- 
pasian Ellis,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a se- 
cond reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Linn,  it  was  ordered  that 
when  the  senate  adjourn,  it  adjourn  to  Monday;  and 
then, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Benton,  the  senate  adjourned. 

May  7.  The  Vice  President  presented  a commu- 
nication from  the  treasury  department,  in  pursu- 
ance of  a senate  resolution  of  the  2d  instant,  with 
a condensed  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  state 
banks  employed  as  depositories  of  the  public  money 
according  to  the  latest  returns.  Referred  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Webster  rose  and  said  he  had  particular  plea- 
sure in  presenting  the  memorial  of  certain  officers 
ofthe  army,  pray  ing  congress  to  repeal  a part  of  the 
law  which  allows  whiskey  to  soldiers  on  fatigue 
duty.  These  persons,  most  competent  certainly  to 
judge,  are  of  opinion  that  this  allowance  should  be 
discontinued.  They  think  the  substitute  provided 
for  other  cases  would  be  most  usefully  applied  to 
this  also.  So  decisive  a testimonial  in  favor  ofthe 
great  cause  of  temperance  ought  to  have  much 
weight.  If  ardent  spirits  may  be  tenefb  ially  and  use- 
fully dispensed  with  by  soldiers  on  fatigue  duty,  it 
would  be  difficult  to  maintain  the  necessity  of  their 
use  by  persons  in  any  occupation  or  employment. 
Mr.  W.said  the  petition  was  short,  and,  in  order  to 
give  it  its  proper  effect  and  consideration,  he  would 
move  that  it  be  printed,  and  that  it  be  referred  to 
the  committee  on  military  affairs.  The  petition 
was  as  follows: 

To  the  honorable  senators  and  representatives  of  the 
United.  States  in  congress  assembled:  The  undersign- 
ed, officers  of  the  United  States  army,  beg  leave 
respectfully  to  represent  that,  in  their  opinion,  the 
substitution  of  sugar  and  coffee  for  the  whiskey 
part  ofthe  ration  allowed  to  soldiers  has  bec-n  pro- 
ductive of  great  good  to  the  service,  and  also  the 
means  of  preserving  the  health,  efficiency  and  hap- 
piness, and  frequently  effecting  the  moral  reforma- 
tion of  that  part  of  our  arm}’.  Ami  sincerely  be- 
lieving that  the  gill  of  whiskey  still  allowed  to  men 
on  fatigue  duty,  by  the  act  of  congress  passed 
March  2,  1819,  not  otdy  fails  to  answer  the  end  for 
which  it  was  granted,  but  contributes,  in  a great 
degree,  to  form  and  keep  alive  habits  of  intempe- 
rance, the  legitimate  results  of  which  are  insubordi- 
nation. disease  and  crime,  we  then-lore  respectful- 
ly and  ardently  petition  your  honorable  body  to  re- 
peal so  much  of  said  act  as  relates  to  the  subject. 

L.  A.  Bikdsall, 

Assistant  surgeon  U S.  army. 

A.  G.  Blanchard, 

1st  ticut.  3d  regiment  U S.  infantry. 

I II.  Eaton, 

2 d tievt.  3d  infantry  U.  S.  A. 

Camp  on  Sabine  take.  La.,  Feb.  25,  1338. 

The  petition  was  referred  to  the  committee  on 
military  affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  follovving  petitions,  amongothers,  were  pre- 
sented. By  Mr.  Webster:  From  Edward  Everett 
and  others,  of  Boston;  from  Samuel  Fessenden  and 
others,  of  Portland;  from  several  citizens  of  the  city 
of  New  London,  Connecticut;  from  citizens  of  tl  e 
county  of  Oneida,  NewYork;  from  citiz-  ns  oi  Hol- 
liston,  Massachusetts,  and  from  several  other 
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places;  all  remonstrating  against  the  late  allef 

treaty  with  ttie  Onerokees,  expressing  the  opinion 
that  it  was  not  conformable  to  the  wishes  of  the 
majority  of  the  tribe,  and  praying  that  its  execution 
might  not  be  forced  upon  them.  Laid  on  the  table 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Williams  presented  resolutions  of  the  legis- 
lature of  Maine  in  relation  to  the  northeastern 
boundary,  to  fortifications  in  that  state,  and  to  an- 
other subject,  (unheard.)  Laid  on  the  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Grundy,  the  committee  on  the 
judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  making  fuither  provision  by  law  to  pre- 
vent the  counterfeiting  of  treasury  notes  and  other 
public  obligations  and  securities. 

The  senate  then  took  up  the  bill  to  increase  the 
salary  of  the  commissionerof  the  general  land  office. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  he  should  like  to  know  the 
reason  for  the  increse  of  salary  proposed  by  this 
bill.  He  was  opposed  to  the  increase  of  any  sala- 
ry, unless  it  was  absolutely  necessary. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  said  the  reason  was  to  be 
found  in  the  comparatively  high  qualifications  and 
the  great  amount  of  duty  of  a commissioner  of  the 
general  land  office,  which  he  proceeded  to  specify, 
and  to  compare  with  those  of  other  officers  with 
higher  present  salaries. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  he  had  no  doubt  of  the  quali- 
fications and  merits  of  the  present  commissioner, 
but  that  was  out  of  the  question.  The  true  ques- 
tion was,  whether  in  the  existing  state  of  the  trea- 
sury congress  ought  to  set  an  example  of  increasing 
salaries,  which  would  not  fail  to  be  followed  up  by 
increasing  the  salaries  of  other  officers.  If  such  in- 
crease were  to  be  made  at  all,  Mr.  B.  would  propose 
to  increase  especially  the  salaries  of  the  two  assis- 
tant postmasters  general.  But  he  was  opposed  to 
any  increase  at  this  time;  and  in  order  to  test  the 
sense  of  the  senate  on  this  subject,  he  demanded 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  engrossing  the  bill,  which 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on 
the  table  for  the  present.  Negatived. 

The  questions  was  then  put  on  engrossing  the 
bill  for  a third  reading;  which  was  negatived  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Mou- 
ton,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Young — 6. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Buchanan,  Calhoun, 
Clayton,  Cutnbert,  Davis,  Grundy,  King,  Linn, 
Lumpkin,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Pierce,  Prentiss, 
Preston,  Rives,  Roane,  Robbins,  Smith,  of  Connec- 
ticut, South  ird,  Spence,  Swift,  Trotter,  Wall,  Web- 
ster, White,  Williams,  Wright — 29. 

So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  the  senate  took  up  the 
bill  to  authorise  the  sale  of  the  bonds  (the  2d  and 
3d  instalments,  about  $5,000,000, ) given  to  the  go- 
vernment by  the  United  States  Bank  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, for  the  government  stock  in  the  late  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  and  due  next  September  ar.d  Sep- 
tember, IS39. 

Mr.  Wright  made  a brief  statement  of  the  desti- 
tute condition  of  the  treasury,  of  which  the  whole 
present  amount  of  means,  as  he  had  just  learned 
from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  was  hut  about 
$700,000.  The  committee,  he  said  had  waited 
some  time  for  the  passage  of  a bill  in  the  other 
house  which  would  alford  relief  to  the  treasury;  and 
as  it  was  not  deemed  proper  for  the  senate  to  origi- 
nate revenue  bills,  the  committee  had  resorted  to 
this  measure  as  the  best,  if  not  the  only  one,  which 
the  senate  could  originate  for  the  relief  of  the  trea-  | 
sury.  , 

Mr.  T Vchsler  said,  if  it  should  be  thought  wise  by  | 
those  who  had  the  power  and  the  responsibility  of  | 
managing  the  financial  affairs  of  the  country  to 
adopt  this  measure,  he  should  not  oppose  it.  It  was 
not  a measure,  however,  which  he  i.imself  should 
have  recommended.  We  have  never  before,  so  lar 
as  I know,  in  the  history  of  the  government,  farmed 
out  our  revenues,  or  income,  or  taken  them  up  in 
advance,  or  relieved  the  wants  of  the  treasury  other 
wise  than  by  treasury  notes,  or  loans,  on  the  credit 
of  the  government.  This  selling  out  of  obligations 
due  to  us  is  new,  and  in  this  case,  he  thought,  not 
the  measure  called  for  bv  the  state  of  the  treasury. 

There  are  three  of  these  bonds,  amounting  to 
about  two  millions  each,  with  some  addition  of  in- 
terest, payable  respectively  in  September  of  this 
and  the  two  succeeding  years.  It  is  proposed  to 
sell  the  two  last  of  these  bonds,  provided  they  can 
be  sold  at  or  above  par.  They  are  to  be  sold  with- 
out guaranty,  and  on  the  credit  of  the  bank  alone. 
That  this  credit  is,  and  ought  to  be,  perfectly  good, 

I entertain,  said  Mr.  W.  no  doubt,  although  great 
doubts  of  the  ability  and  solvency  of  this  debtor  to 
the  government  are  expressed  and  repeated,  even 
while  government  U thus  proposing  to  make  sale  of 
the  debt.  a, 


| My  doubt  of  the  pi  amicability  of  making  sale  of 
the  bonds  within  the  conditions  ol  the  bill,  does  not 
arise  from  any  suspicion  that  any  body  will  question 
the  credit  of  the  bank,  or  doubt  about  the  punctual 
payment  of  the  bonds.  But  the  purchaser  will  na- 
turally inquire,  in  what  medium,  or  what  currency, 
will  these  bonds  be  paid?  Will  they  be  certain  to 
be  paid  in  gold  and  silver?  Or  will  their  probably 
be,  when  these  bonds  come  to  maturity,  treasury 
notes  in  circulation,  or  other  paper,  which  shall  be 
receivable,  by  law,  in  debts  and  dues  to  government; 
and  is  there  not  danger,  if  there  shall  be,  that  such 
treasury  notes,  or  other  paper,  will  be  below  the 
value  of  gold  and  silver? 

This  is  the  point,  I think,  likely  to  create  hesita- 
tion. Whatever  government  receives  in  payment, 
the  holders  of  these  bonds  must  receive  whoever 
they  may  be;  unless  it  be  certain,  therefore,  that 
government  will  hereafter  receive  nothing,  in  dis- 
charge of  debls  due  it,  but  gold  and  silver,  it  is  not 
certain  that  these  bonds  will  be  paid  in  gold  and 
silver.  It  is  understood  that  the  bond  which  fell 
due  in  September  last  was  paid,  in  great  pait,  by 
government  paper,  which  was  several  per  cent,  be- 
low the  value  of  specie.  Money  dealers  have  sharp 
ey’es,  and  are  very  likely  to  look  to  what  may  hap- 
pen in  this  respect;  and,  therefore,  I think,  it  is 
hardly  worth  while  to  make  an  attempt  to  sell  the 
bonds.  Still  the  treasury  may  be  better  informed 
on  the  subject;  and  if  the  secretary  and  the  honor- 
able chairman  think  they  may  be  sold  for  cash,  at 
par,  I shall  not  oppose  the  bill.  I should  not  have 
recommended  it,  however,  for  another  reason.  It 
is  not  adequate  to  the  exigency.  It  does  not  meet 
the  case.  It  will  not  furnish  sufficient  funds  to  en- 
able the  administration  to  carry  on  the  government. 
If  this  sale  should  be  made,  there  must  still  be  a 
loan,  or  the  issue  of  treasury  notes. 

The  chairman  of  the  committee  has  certainly 
stated  a very  strong  case.  He  has  put  forth  the 
state  of  the  treasury  fully  and  frankly.  He  states 
a more  forlorn  case,  even,  than  I have  heard  stated 
before,  or  than  ever  was  stated  before,  I belitve,  in 
the  history  of  this  government.  He  says,  one  of  the 
usual,  ordinary,  annual  appropriation  bills,  having 
passed  the  house  ol  representatives,  is  now  before 
the  committee.  It  is  the  annual  navy  bill;  and  this 
bill,  he  says,  the  committee  does  not  report  to  the 
senate,  simply  because,  if  it  pass  into  a law,  it  will 
create  demands  that  the  treasury  cannot  meet.  In 
other  words,  the  treasury  is  not  in  a condition  to 
meet  the  ordinary  payments  for  the  support  of  the 
navy.  This  is  certainly’  a most  extraordinary  state 
of  things.  It  deserves  to  attract  strongly  the  pub- 
lic attention. 

The  honorable  member’s  plain  and  direct  admis- 
sion is  really  astounding.  The  officers  and  seamen 
of  the  navy  cannot  be  paid  for  want  of  means  in  the 
treasury!  The  annual  appropriation  bill,  lor  this 
branch  of  the  public  service,  cannot  be  passed,  be- 
cause, if  it  were  passed,  the  discredit  of  govern- 
ment would  be  open  and  notorious!  And  is  this  ad- 
milted  to  be  the  true  state  ot  things  to  which  we 
have  arrived?  If  this  be  so,  something  much  more 
efficient  than  (his  measure  is  due  to  the  occasion. 

I can  well  conceive  a state  of  things  in  which 
some  use  might  be  made  of  these  bonds.  If  govern- 
ment and  the  bank  were  on  good  terms,  I have  no 
doubt  the  bank  would  answer  drafts  made  upon  it 
by  government  in  the  common  course  of  disburse- 
ments, and  charge  their  amount  against  these  bonds; 
thus  itself  anticipating  their  payment.  But  no  such 
thing  is  proposed.  The  plan  is  to  sell  the  bonds, 
all  at  once,  and  place  the  amount  in  the  treasury. 
Whether  this  is  likely  to  be  done,  is  with  me  a 
matter  of  doubt.  The  administration,  however, 
may  have  ascertained  this  point,  perhaps,  and  may 
expect  to  find  no  difficulty.  But  if  this  should 
prove  to  be  the  case,  still  the  measure  is  by  no 
means  an  adequate  measure. 

The  honorable  chairman  says  he  can  think  of  no 
other  measure  which  it  is  competent  for  the  senate 
to  originate;  that  the  senate  cannot  originate  a loan 
bill,  or  a treasury  note  bill;  or,  at  least,  that  the 
house  of  representatives  dispute  its  authority  to  ei- 
ther. But  is  this  a sufficient  reason?  Both  houses 
must,  of  course,  agree  to  any  bill  to  make  it  a law. 
Wherever  it  originates,  both  must  concur.  It  sepins, 
therefore,  no  sfficient  reason  for  proposing  this 
measure,  that  the  senate  can  propose  no  other. 

We  are  to  take  it  for  granted  that  those  who  have 
the  power  to  originate  the  proper  measures  will  do 
their  duty. 

Mr.  Wright  said  he  would  not  occupy  the  time  ol 
the  senate  in  explaining  this  bill;  it  went  far  to  ex- 
plain itself;  and  he  would  only  say,  that  in  his  own 
view,  and  as  a matter  of  information  through  the 
whole  country,  the  credit  of  this  institution  was 
very  high;  but  it  was  evident  to  him  and  to'others. 
in  regard  to  the  treasury,  that  present  means 
were  to  be  provided  by  various  legislation  ot  con- 


gress, a id  must  be  raised  by  them  in  some  way  or 

other.  It  was  obvious  that  it  might  be  done  by  is- 
suing treasury  notes,  or  by  the  sale  of  these  bonds. 
Mr.  W.  had  been  informed  that  money  W'as  at  a low 
rate  in  England,  and  as  these  bonds  were  at  six  per 
cent,  they  might  be  disposed  of  there,  if  not  in  this 
country.  The  committee  did  not  propose  to  sell 
the  bonds  due  in  September  next;  but  one  of  those 
which  they  pioposed  to  sell  had  one  year  from  the 
1st  of  October  next  to  run,  and  the  other  two  years 
from  that  time.  These  bonds  were  for  $2,250,000 
each  at  par  value,  but  they  would  amount  to  less 
than  that,  as  interest  was  to  be  deducted.  The  at- 
tention of  the  committee  had  been  called  to  1hi3 
subject  by  a special  resolution  of  the  senate,  and 
Mr.  W.  could  not  feel  otherwise  than  in  favor  of 
the  measure.  If  the  senate  thought  the  committee 
were  mistaken,  they  might  refuse  to  pass  the  bill; 
but  at  all  events  it  could  make  the  treasury  no 
worse.  The  committee  were  of  opinion  that  if  these 
bonds  should  go  abroad  for  a market,  and  even  if 
they  should  be  disposed  of  at  home,  the  avails  would 
not  be  received  in  time  to  render  necessary  other 
measures  to  relieve  the  treasury. 

Air.  Webster  said  this  was  simply  a question  ot 
propriety,  prudence,  and  financial  fitness.  Will 
ihis  measure  prove  beneficial  to  the  country,  by  re- 
lieving, in  a proper  manner,  the  wants  of  the  trea- 
sury? I doubt  this;  and  that  doubt  is  founded  in 
an  apprehension  that  purchasers  may  not  be  cer- 
tain in  what  medium  tile  bonds  may  be  paid.  The 
honorable  member  says,  we  can  do  nothing  with 
that;  that  is  a, question  which  must  be  left  to  those 
who  propose  to  purchase.  If  they  have  doubt  cn 
that  head,  he  says,  they  will  not  buy.  This  is  all 
very  true.  But  is  it  worth  while  to  resort  to  an 
expedient  to  raise  money,  which  may  be  met  with 
such  an  objection;  and  which,  if  it  meet  with  no 
difficulty  in  the  execution,  is  yet  insufficient  to 
supply  our  wants,  and  will,  therefore,  not  super- 
sede the  necessity  of  other  measures? 

It  is  proposed  to  attempt  a sale  of  these  bonds  in 
Europe.  Are  we  to  stay  here  till  we  know  the  re- 
sult of  that  attempt?  I hope  that  we  have  not  be- 
fore us  such  a prospect  as  that. 

On  the  whole,  sir,  though  I repeat  that  I do  not 
make  any  strenuous  opposition  to  the  bill,  yet  it  is 
a measure  which,  if  my  counsels  prevailed,  would 
not  be  adopted,  as  I tliinK  it  of  doubtf  ul  success, 
and,  if  successful  to  the  fullest  extent,  still  falling 
short  altogether  of  the  public  necessities. 

Mr.  Wright  said,  if  the  purchaser  w ere  not  satis- 
fied that  he  would  receive  payment  for  the  bonds 
in  a medium  acceptable  to  him,  he  of  course  would 
not  purchase.  But  Mr.  W.  believed  there  would 
be  no  difficulty  on  this  point.  If  congress  should 
authorize  the  issue  of  treasury  notes,  it  would  be, 
as  heretofore,  to  such  an  amount  as  the  treasury 
might  require,  not  to  exceed  a certain  limit.  Mr. 
W.  admitted  that  this  limit  would  be  just  as  high  as 
if  this  bill  should  not  pass;  but,  if  it  passed,  it 
it  might  lessen  the  amount  of  treasury  notes 
which  would  be  actually  issued. 

Alter  a few  words  of  rejoinder  by  Mr.  Webster-r- 

Tlm  bill  was  passed  to  a third  reading. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  to  au- 
thorize the  erection  of  a hospital  in  the  city  of 
Washington,  and  for  other  purposes. 

The  question  being  on  a former  motion  of  Mr. 
Sevier  to  strike  out  the  words  “and  others”  from 
the  bill,  thus  limiting  its  benefits,  as  it  was  under- 
stood, to  indigent  seamen  and  soldiers, 

Mr.  Roane  and  Mr.  Williams  spoke  briefly  in  op- 
position to  the  amendment;  whereupon  Mr.  Sevier 
so  modified  his  amendment  as  to  extend  the  bene- 
fits of  the  bill  to  citizens  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  spoke  in  favor  of  the 
amendment,  and  against  the  large  appropriation 
($50, 000)  proposed  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  he  was  very  glad  to  perceive 
that  the  lesson  on  economy  which  had  just  been 
taught  his  honorable  friend  from  Alabama  had 
proved  effectual;  and  Mr,  B.  would  assure  him  that 
he  would  follow  his  lead,  and  be  a soldier  under 
his  command  in  all  reasonable  reductions  of  expen- 
ditures. 

Mr.  Williams  spoke  warmly  against  the  amend- 
ment, especially  as  it  would  turn  out  many  from 
the  poor-house  who  had  already  been  received,  and 
who  were  not  citizens  of  this  district. 

Mr.  Niles  spoke  at  some  length  in  general  oppo- 
sition to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Southard  spoke  against  the  amendment,  and 
with  much  feeling  and  earnestness  in  favor  of  the 
bill.  He  hoped  it  would  be  passed  in  the  shape  in 
which  it  had  been  reported  to  the  senate.  There 
could  be  no  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  object 
of  the  bill;  and  were  it  in  a state  legislature,  and 
for  the  benefit  of  a state,  there  could  be  no  occasion 
for  arguments  in  its  favor.  The  bill,  he  said,  was 
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not  designed  to  give  permanent  support  to  those  be- 
longing to  other  places,  but  to  save  them  from  suf- 
fering till  they  could  be  removed.  If  this  duty  were 
a burden  on  the  government,  it  was  one  which 
could  not  be  avoided  without  inhumanity.  The  seat 
of  government  being  here,  brought  great  numbers 
to  this  place  in  pursuit  of  claims  or  pensions,  and 
were  left  destitute  and  totally  dependent  on  public 
charity  to  keep  them  from  starving. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  spoke  briefly  in  favor  of 
the  amendment,  and  of  reducing  the  appropriation 
in  the  bill.  He  argued  that  government  should  be 
just  to  itself  and  faithful  to  its  trust,  rather  than  to 
listen  too  readily  to  the  calls  of  generosity  orhuman- 

ity- 

Mr.  Roane  advocated  the  bill  with  much  earnest- 
ness and  warmth  of  feeling.  No  one,  he  said,  would 
he  yield  to  on  the  subject  of  economy;  but  he  ar- 
gued that  it  was  the  duly  of  every  community  to 
provide  for  those  unfortunate  classes  of  persons 
among  them  who  are  unable  to  provide  for  them- 
selves. If  this  was  not  a seaport,  it  was  the  metro- 
polis of  the  nation,  where  all  classes  congregated, 
soldiers  and  sailors,  especially,  who  were  in  quest 
of  aid  from  the  government,  for  the  helpless  and 
sutfering,  among  whom  the  government  ought  to 
provide  at  least  temporary  relief  and  protection. 

Mr.  Williams  estimated  the  number  of  insane  in 
this  district  at  about  forty,  taking  into  view  the 
general  proportion  of  this  class  to  the  rest  of  the 
population.  He  also  spoke  further  in  favor  of  the 
bill  and  against  the  amendment. 

The  amendment  conferring  the  benefits  of  this 
bill  to  residents  of  this  district,  was  agreed  to  as 
follows: 

YEA.S — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Calhoun,  Clay, 
of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard. 
King,  Linn,  Lyon,  Mouton,  Niles,  Rives,  Robin- 
son, Ruggles,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Trot- 
ter, Wall,  White,  Wright — 22. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis, 
Knight,  Lumpkin,  Merrick,  Morris,  Nicholas, 
Pierce,  Prentiss,  Pre3ton,  Roane,  Southard  Spence, 
Swift,  Webster,  Williams,  Young — 18. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  the  appro- 
priation of  $50,000  in  the  bill  was  reduced,  and 
limited  to  $30,000. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

Mr.  Roane  gave  notice  that  he  should  on  Wed- 
nesday next,  ask  the  senate  to  take  up  the  bill 
relating  to  the  atfairs  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  senate  took  up  the  bill  to  continue  the  cor- 
porate existence  of  the  banks  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

Mr. Benton  havingsignified  his  desire  tospeak  on 
this  bill  to-morrow, 

The  senate  acjourned,  after  an  executive  session. 

May  8.  A message  was  received  from  the  house, 
through  their  clerk,  announcing  the  death  of  the 
hon.  Joab  Lawler,  member  of  the  house  lrom  Al- 
abama, and  informing  the  senate  that  his  funeral 
would  take  place  to-morrow,  at  12  o'clock,  from 
the  hall  of  the  house. 

Mr.  King  then  rose  and  addressed  the  senate  as 
follows: 

Mr.  President:  Another  of  the  members  of  this 
congress  has  passed  from  time  to  eternity.  This 
unexpected  event  is  well  calculated  to  produce  the 
most  serious  reflections.  “ Be  ye  also  ready,” 
should  be  deeply  impressed  upon  every  heart. 
The  hon.  Joab  Lawler,  a representative  from  the 
state  of  Alabama,  breathed  his  last  at  his  boarding 
house  in  this  city,  about  9 o’clock  this  morning. 
His  sickness  was  of  short  duration;  but  a life  de- 
voted to  piety  and  virtue  enabled  him  to  look  with 
calm  and  Christian  resignation  on  the  dread  change 
that  awaited  him. 

Mr.  Lawler,  Mr.  President,  was  of  humble  ori- 
gin. He  was  destitute  of  the  advantages  of  a libe- 
ral education;  but  a vigorous  intellect,  combined 
with  sterling  integrity,  early  recommended  him  to 
the  favorable  notice  of  his  fellow  citizens,  and  they 
placed  him  in  the  legislature  of  his  state.  For 
years  he  continued  to  'discharge  his  duties  in  that 
situation  in  a manner  so  creditable  to  himself,  so 
satisfactory  to  those  he  represented,  that  they  de- 
manded his  services  in  a more  exalted  station.  He 
yielded  to  their  wishes,  and  tw’ice  has  he  been 
chosen  to  represent  their  interests  in  the  congress 
of  the  United  States.  Mr.  President,  his  mortal 
career  has  closed.  His  country  has  lost  the  ser- 
vices of  one  of  her  most  virtuous  citizens:  his  be- 
reaved wife,  an  alf'ectionate  husband,  and  his  orphan 
children,  the  fostering  care  and  protection  of  an  in- 
dulgent father.  To’that  desolate,  heart-stricken 
familv  I would  say,  “ mourn  not  as  one  without 
hope.”  The  husband,  the  father,  was  a Christian. 
He  died  as  a Christian  dieth,  in  the  full  hope  of  a 
blessed  immortality.  Keep,  then,  before  your  eyes 
the  purity  and  holiness  of  his  life;  live  as  he  lived, 


and  you  may  go  to  him;  to  you  he  can  never  re- 
turn. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  King,  the  senate  resolved 
unanimously  to  attend  the  funeral  of  the  hon.  Mr. 
Lawler,  at  the  time  and  place  appointed,  and  to 
wear  crape  round  the  left  arm  for  thirty  days,  in 
respect  to  the  memory  of  the  deceased;  as  a farther 
token  of  which,  the  senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Monday,  May  7.  The  following,  on  leave,  were 
presented  by  the  Speaker: 

A communication  from  the  secretary'  of  W'ar, 
transmitting  a report  from  the  commanding  general 
of  the  army,  accompanied  by  a copy  of  that  of  ma- 
jor Belknap  “ with  respect  to  the  removal  of  the 
obstructions  to  the  navigation  of  the  Sabine  river,” 
called  for  by  a resolution  of  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives of  the  1st  inst. 

A communication  from  the  secretary  of  war,  in 
compliance  with  a resolution  of  the  house  of  the 
19th  of  March  last,  relative  to  the  progress  made 
in  issuing  patents  for  land  in  the  state  of  Louisiana, 
and  the  examination  of  certificates  of  purchase 
under  the  pre-emption  law  of  1834. 

Among  the  resolutions  offered  was  the  following 
by  Mr.  Gray: 

Resolved,  That  a committee,  consisting  of  five 
persons,  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  authorizing  permanent  contracts  to  be 
made  with  the  different  railroad  companies,  or  such 
of  them  as  may  be  willing  to  make  permanent 
contracts  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail,  public 
property,  and  troops  of  the  United  States  from  the 
seat  of  government  to  lake  Erie  and  lake  Ontario, 
upon  such  terms  and  such  restrictions  as  may  be 
prescribed  by  law. 

The  resolution  was  amended  by  striking  out 
“consisting  of  five  persons  be  appointed  to,”  and 
inserting  therein,  “on  the  post  office  and  post 
roads,”  and  also  by  striking  out  all  of  the  same 
after  “United  States,”  (so  as  to  make  the  inquiry 
general,  instead  of  confining  it  to  a particular  case,) 
and  agreed  to  by  the  house. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Miller, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  post  office 
and  post  roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  establishing  a mail  route  from  Hunts- 
ville, in  Randolph  county,  Missouri,  by  Johnson 
Wright’s,  to  Mocar  court-house,  in  said  state. 

One  or  two  petitions  were  received,  (as  were 
also  the  above  motions,)  by  general  consent.  The 
presentation  of  other  petitions  was  objected  to,  and 
refused. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  hoped  the  house  would  consent 
to  go  into  the  transaction  of  public  business  of  an 
urgent  nature.  He  hoped  no  objection  would  be 
interposed  to  this,  and  sent  a resolution  to  the 
chair,  pioposing  to  take  up  the  bills  which  have 
been  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
state  of  the  union. 

To  the  presentation  of  this,  at  this  time,  Mr. 
Adams  objected.  Leave  had  been  refused  him  to 
present  petitions,  after  others  had  had  that  permis- 
sion, and  he  should  therefore  object  to  any  thing 
which  should  postpone  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  moved  to  suspend  the  rules,  for 
the  purpose  of  presenting  his  resolution:  and  upon 
this  motion  he  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  ordered;  and  the  house  refused  to  suspend  the 
rules,  by  a vote  of  112  yeas  to  57  nays — two  thirds 
required. 

The  duel  reports. 

Mr.  Sawyer  rose  and  said  that  he  had  voted 
frankly  and  aboveboard  on  this  whole  question, 
and  he  was  now  disposed  to  put  gentlemen  to  the 
test,  and,  before  he  sat  down,  should  move  a pro- 
position for  that  purpose.  What  good,  he  would 
ask,  W'as  to  be  attained  by  this  debate?  What  end 
arrived  at?  This  was  but  the  chrysalis  state  of  a 
question,  involving,  in  every  stage  of  its  progress, 
much  exacerbation,  ill  feeling,  and  disaster.  What 
spectacle  was  presented  to  the  eye  of  the  American 
people,  who  were  looking  to  congress  lor  some 
kind  of  action,  if  not  for  relief?  They  had  been 
in  session  for  five  months,  and  had  done  absolutely 
nothing  for  the  relief  of  the  country.  Every  im- 
portant measure  was  yet  unacted  on — all  was  un- 
certain, while  they  were  engaged  in  a vain  crusade 
after  their  lost  or  invaded  privileges.  He  deemed 
this  whole  course  of  proceeding,  thus  far,  irregular, 
a malum  usque  ad  ovo:  and  he  thought  it  high  time 
it  should  be  arrested.  He  admonished  gentlemen 
that,  if  they  persisted  in  this  course,  he  should  in- 
troduce instructions  to  the  select  committee  to  re- 
port in  favor  of  rescinding  the  resolution  of  the 
28th  of  February  last.  He  was  opposed  to  this 
making  one  party  a subject  of  mourning,  and  the 
other  of  ostracism. 

Mr.  S.  then  passed  an  eulogy  upon  the  course 
pursued  in  this  matter  by  Mr.  Adams,  who,  he  said. 


had  nobly  stepped  forward,  the  advocate  of  the 
privileges  of  that  body,  and  the  defender  of  popu- 
lar rights.  He  closed  by  moving  to  lay  the  whole 
subject  on  the  table,  and  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays,  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Grantland  made  an  effort  to  obtain  permis- 
sion to  say  a few  words,  but  the  chair  decided  it 
to  be  not  in  order.  Mr.  Murray  asked  if  a vote  of 
two-thirds  would  be  required  to  lake  up  this  ques- 
tion, if  laid  oil  the  table.  The  Chair  decided  that, 
being  a question  of  privilege,  it  would  at  all  times 
be  in  order  to  take  it  up,  on  motion,  without  a sus- 
pension of  the  rules.  The  motion  of  Mr.  Sawyer 
was  lost— yeas  48,  nays  131. 

The  Chair  then  stated  the  question  as  it  was  left 
at  the  adjournment  on  Thursday  last.  It  was  de- 
bated by  Messrs.  Rariden,  Reed,  Grantland,  Daw- 
son, and  Rives,  the  latter  gentleman  moving  to 
postpone  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject 
till  the  first  day  of  June  next.  On  which  motion 
he  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  w'ere  ordered. 

This  proposition  was  debated  by  Messrs.  Rives, 
Menefee,  and  Bynum;  and  was  then  withdrawn  by 
the  mover.  The  pending  amendment  was  then 
debated  further  by  Messrs.  Bynum  and  Thompson. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Reed  to  that  of  Mr.  Loomis,  to  add  to  the 
instructions  to  the  committee  the  words  “and  if  a 
member  prove  to  be  involved,  they  shall  not  pro- 
ceed against  him,  but  shall  make  a special  report 
of  that  fact  to  the  house:”  and  this  motion  of  Mr. 
Reed  was  negatived — yeas  79,  nays  82. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Loomis  was  then  in 
order. 

Mr.  Dawson  moved  to  lay  the  whole  of  the  pa- 
pers on  the  table,  and  to  print  the  journal  and  evi- 
dence. 

Mr.  Briggs  asked  for  a division  of  this  question; 
and  the  yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered,  the 
first  part  of  the  motion  [to  lay  it  on  the  table]  was 
rejected  by  the  following  vote- — yeas  56,  nays  103. 

Mr.  Sibley  then  offered  an  amendment,  calling 
for  the  names  of  all  the  members  implicated,  which 
was  accepted  as  a modification  of  his  own  by  Mr. 
Loomis. 

The  question  was  then  further  discussed  by  Mes- 
srs. Bynum,  Duncan  and  Thomas.  Further  motions 
to  amend,  to  lay  on  the  table,  to  print,  to  postpone, 
&c.  were  offered,  and  discussed  by  various  mem- 
bers (of  which  debate,  as  well  as  that  upon  the 
other  questions  presented  during  this  day’s  session, 
a report  will  hereafter  be  given.) 

Mr.  Sibley  having  the  floor,  gave  w7ay  to  Mr.  Fill- 
more, who  moved  that  the  house  adjourn. 

Mr.  Pelrikin  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  ordered;  and  the  house  (at  20  minutes  before 
5 o’clock)  refused  to  adjourn,  by  a vote  of  56  yeas 
to  103  nays. 

Mr.  Sibley  resumed  the  floor,  and  spoke  at  length. 
After  he  had  concluded,  Mr.  Underwood  took  the 
floor,  and  moved  an  adjournment.  Mr.  Pelrikin 
moved  the  yeas  and  nays.  Ordered. 

Mr.  Underwood  withdrew  the  mol  ion  to  adjourn, 
It  was  immediately  renewed,  the  yeas  and  nays  or- 
dered, and  the  house  (at  five  minutes  before  6 
o’clock)  by  a vote  of  82  yeas  to 75  nays,  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  May  8.  Immediately  after  the  reading 
of  the  journal,  Mr.  Lyon,  of  Alabama,  rose  and  ad- 
dressed the  house  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker:  I have  the  melancholy  duty  to 

perform  of  announcing  to  this  house  the  death  of 
one  of  its  members. 

My  friend  and  colleague,  the  hon.  Joab  Law- 
yer, expired  this  morning  at  his  lodgings  in  this 
city,  after  a brief  and  painful  illness,  which  he  bore 
with  unusual  fortitude  and  resignation. 

Less  than  a week  ago,  and  he  was  present  in  his 
place  in  this  hall,  in  the  performance  of  his  part  in 
the  laborious  duties  assigned  by  the  people  to  their 
representatives.  He  w'as  yet  in  the  prime  of  life, 
and  has  been  cut  off  in  the  midst  of  his  usefulness. 

By  his  death,  his  immediate  constituents  and  his 
state  have  lost  an  attentive,  intelligent,  and  faithful 
representative;  his  family  have  been  deprived  of  a 
husband  and  father;  and  society  has  lost  a member 
whose  conduct,  in  every  relation  of  life,  was  wor- 
thy of  all  imitation. 

The  deceased  enjoyed  the  confidence  and  esteem 
of  those  who  knew  him,  to  an  extent  which  no- 
thing but  a course  of  life  the  most  exemplary,  and 
a character  the  most  irreproachable,  could  have  se- 
cured. 

In  his  state  he  had  filled  several  offices  of  much 
importance,  and  under  the  general  government  he 
held,  for  several  years,  a trust  of  great  responsi- 
bility. In  all  his  official  conduct  in  the  various 
public  stations  held  by  him,  he  acquired  a high 
character  for  integrity  and  capacity,  which  no  act 
of  his  life  forfeited  or  impaired. 

His  conduct  as  a member  of  this  house  has  been 
in  character  .with  iis  whole  life.  While  he  wa3 
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firm  and  unwavering  in  the  discharge  of  what  he 
considered  his  duty  as  a representative,  he  was 
mild  and  unobtrusive  in  his  deportment,  and  re- 
spectful towards  his  associates.  He  had  lived  the 
life  of  a Christian,  and  died  without  apprehension 
as  to  the  future. 

To  testify  our  regret  for  his  loss  and  respect  for 
his  memory,  I move  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  the  members  and  officers  of  this 
house  will  attend  the  funeral  of  Joab  Lawler,  de- 
ceased, late  a member  of  this  house  from  the  state 
of  Alabama,  to-morrow,  at  12  o’clock  meridian. 

Resolved,  That  a committee  be  appointed  to  take 
order  for  superintending  the  funeral  of  Joab  Law- 
ler, deceased. 

Resolved,  That  the  members  and  officers  of  this 
house  will  testify  their  respect  for  the  memory  of 
Joab  Lawler,  by  wearing  crape  on  the  left  arm  for 
thirty  days. 

Resolved,  That  when  this  house  adjourns  to-day, 
it  will  adjourn  to  meet  to-morrow,  at  12  o’clock 
meridian. 

Ordered,  That  a message  be  sent  to  the  senate 
to  notify  that  body  of  the  death  of  Joab  Lawler, 
late  a representative  from  the  state  of  Alabama, 
and  that  his  funeral  will  take  place  to-morrow,  at 
12  o’clock,  from  the  hall  of  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives. 

The  several  resolutions  were  unanimously  agreed 
to  by  the  house;  and  then 

The  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  May  9,  1833.  Pursuant  to  order,  the 
house  assembled  at  12  o’clock,  M.  for  the  purpose 
of  attending  the  funeral  obsequies  of  the  hon.  Joab 
Lawler,  late  a representative  in  congress  from  the 
state  of  Alabama. 

The  following  was  the  order  of  arrangements: 

The  committee  of  arrangements,  pall-bearers, 
and  mourners,  attended  at  the  late  residence  of  the 
deceased,  at  Mr.  Mount’s,  on  Pennsylvania  avenue, 
at  11  o’clock,  A.M.  at  which  time  the  remains  were 
removed,  in  charge  of  the  committee  of  arrange- 
ments, attended  by  the  sergeant-at-arms  of  the 
house  of  representatives,  to  the  hall  of  the  house. 

Shortly  after  12  o’clock,  meridian,  funeral  service 
was  performed  in  the  hall  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, and,  immediately  after,  the  procession 
moved  to  the  place  of  interment  in  the  following 
order: 

The  chaplains  of  both  houses. 

Physicians  who  attended  the  deceased. 

Committee  of  arranginents,  viz: 

Mr.  Lyon,  of  Alabama, 

Mr.  Mercer,  of  Va.  Mr.  Henry,  of  Penn. 

Mr.  Harlan,  of  Ky.  Mr.  Parmenter,  of  Mass. 

Mr.  Maury,  of  Tenn.  Mr.  Boon,  of  Indiana. 

Pall-bearers,  viz: 

Mr.  Elmore,  of  S.  C.  Mr.  Conner,  of  S.  C. 

Mr.  Carler,  of  Tenri.  Mr.  Kilgore,  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  Sibley,  of  N.  Y.  Mr.  Briggs,  of  Mass. 

The  family  and  friends  of  the  deceased. 

The  members  of  the  house  of  representatives  and 
senators  from  Alabama,  as  mourners. 

The  sergeant-at-arms  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives. 

The  house  of  representatives,  preceded  by  the 
speaker  and  clerk. 

The  other  officers  of  the  house  of  representatives. 

The  sergeant-at-arms  of  the  senate. 

The  senate  of  the  United  States,  preceded  by  the 
vice  president  and  secretary. 

The  other  officers  of  the  senate. 

The  president  of  the  United  States. 

. The  heads  of  departments. 

Foreign  ministers. 

Citizens  and  strangers. 

Thursday,  May  10.  Mr.  Martin,  of  Alabama,  by 
leave,  offered  a resolution  that  the  speaker  inform 
the  governor  of  Alabama  of  the  death  of  the  late 
Joab  Lawler,  in  order  that  steps  may  be  taken  to 
fill  the  vacancy  thereby  occasioned  in  the  Alabama 
delegation;  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  Chair  laid  before  the  house  a communication 
from  the  secretary  of  state,  enclosing  a list  of  the 
names  of  all  our  diplomatic  agents,  their  salaries, 
dates  of  appointment,  &c. 

Also,  a communication  from  the  war  department, 
covering  a report  from  the  commissioners  of  Indian 
affairs,  with  a statement  respecting  the  payment  of 
the  annuities  due  to  the  Seneca  tribe  of  Indians. 

These  communications  were  laid  on  the  table, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Hoffman  of  New  York,  and  Mr.  Bouldia,  of 
Virginia,  obtained  leave  to  offer  memorials. 

Mr.  Tillinghast  asked  leave,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, to  present  two  memorials,  which  he  said  were 
from  communities  of  the  highest  respectability, 
and  entitled  to  the  most  respectful  consideration; 
and  that  this  was  also  due  to  the  great  national  im- 
portance of  the  subject  of  the  memorials.  They 


related  to  the  execution  of  the  treaty  with  the 
Cherokee  Indians,  which  is  now  abotit  to  take 
place.  He  was  constrained,  therefore,  to  ask  this 
special  leave  at  this  time,  inasmuch  as,  if  he  waited 
for  an  opportunity,  under  the  rules  of  the  house, 
the  time  would,  perhaps,  have  passed  away  when 
the  memorials  could  have  any  effect;  and  it  would 
be  a mere  ceremony  to  receive  these  memorials 
after  the  main  subject  of  their  prayer  had  been  put 
beyond  the  reach  of  the  action  of  the  house.  The 
memorials  were,  one  from  “ the  representatives  of 
the  yearly  meeting  of  friends  for  New  England,” 
and  one  from  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Norwich, 
in  Connecticut. 

Objection  being  made,  Mr.  T.  moved  a suspen- 
sion of  the  rules,  to  enable  him  to  present  these 
memorials;  which  motion  did  not  prevail,  not  two- 
thirds  voting  for  it. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harlan,  it  was  ordered  that  a 
member  of  the  committee  on  private  land  claims  be 
appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the 
death  of  the  late  Mr.  Lawler. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  Slates,  by  Mr.  Abraham  Van  Buren, 
his  private  secretary: 

To  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives. 

I submit  to  the  consideration  of  congress  a state- 
ment, prepared  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  by 
which  it  appears  that  the  United  States,  with  over 
twenty-eight  millions  in  deposite  with  the  states,  and 
over  fifteen  millions  due  from  individuals  and  banks, 
ate,  from  the  situation  in  which  those  funds  are  placed, 
in  immediate  danger  of  being  rendered  unable  to  dis- 
charge, with  good  faith  and  promptitude,  the  various 
pecuniary  obligations  of  the  government. 

The  occurrence  of  this  residt  has  for  some  time  been 
apprehended,  and  efforts  made  to  avert  it.  As  the  prin- 
cipal difficulty  arises  from  a prohibition  in  the  present 
law  to  re-issue  such  treasury  notes  as  might  be  paid  in 
before  they  fall  due,  and  may  be  effectually  obviated 
by  giving  the  treasury,  during  the  whole  year,  the  ben- 
efit of  the  full  amoun  t originally  authorized,  the  remedy 
would  seem  to  be  obvious  and  easy. 

The  serious  embarrassments  likely  to  arise  from  a 
longer  continuance  of  the  present  state  of  things  in- 
duces me  respectfully  to  invite  the  earliest  action  of 
congress  to  the  subject  which  may  be  consistent  with 
a due  regard  to  other  public  interests. 

May  10,  1838.  M.  Van  Bueen. 

Treasury  Department,  ]\Iay  10,  1838. 

The  undersigned  would  respectly  submit  to  the 
president  the  following  statement,  concerning  some  fis- 
cal embarrassments  which  are  likely  soon  to  happen, 
unless  averted  by  early  legislation. 

It  has  been  usual  for  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
except  in  the  annual  report  on  the  finances,  and  in  re- 
plies to  special  calls  or  directions  by  either  house  of  con- 
gress, to  give  information  respecting  all  matters  which 
appertain  to  his  office,  through  letters  addressed  to  the 
appropriate  committees.  For  some  months  past,  and 
on  several  occasions,  that  mode  has  been  pursued  in 
respect  to  these  threatened  embarrassments,  by  giving  to 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means  such  information 
concerning  them  as  the  public  exigencies  and  a season- 
able foresight  seemed  to  require.  Some  suggestions 
and  facts  connected  with  them  have  likewise  been  in- 
troduced into  reports  made  to  congress.  But  the  relief 
desired  having  not  yet  been  granted,  and  a longer  omis- 
sion to  provide  for  the  emergency  having  a tendency  to 
impair  public  credit,  to  the  great  prejudice  of  contrac- 
tors and  workmen,  as  well  as  of  pensioners,  the  army, 
navy,  and  many  other  classes,  the  undersigned  deems 
it  his  duty  to  apprize  the  executive  also  of  the  impend- 
ing difficulties,  in  order  that  he  may  take  such  further 
steps  as  appear  proper  to  promote  a faithful  discharge 
of  the  pecuniary  obligations  of  the  government. 

The  pecularity  in  the  present  condition  of  the  finan- 
ces can  be  very  briefly  explained.  It  has  arisen,  not 
from  any  actual  deficiency  vvhich  has  yet  occurred  in 
the  amount  of  receipts,  anticipated  for  the  year;  not 
from  any  excess  of  appropriation  which  has  yet  been 
made  for  either  ordinary  or  extraordinary  objects;  but 
from  a prohibition  to  use,  for  the  payment  of  the  public 
dues,  what  is  required  by  law  to  be  received  for  them. 

In  the  act  of  October  last,  authorising  the  issue  of 
treasury  notes  they  were  made  receivable  at  any  time 
for  those  dues,  but  were  expressly  forbidden,  after  such 
receipt,  from  being  reissued  in  discharge  of  claims  on 
the  treasury.  From  this  circumstance,  coupled  with 
the  protracted  failure  of  the  most  of  the  banks  to  re- 
sume specie  payments,  little  has  of  late  been  received 
for  revenue  except  treasury  notes.  Over  five  and  a 
half  millions  of  them  have  already  been  paid  in,  though 
none  fall  due  till  about  the  first  of  November  next.  As 
these. cannot  be  paid  out  again,  or  others  in  their  place, 
till  the  restriction  before  mentioned  is  modified,  it  has 
followed  that  a great  portion  of  the  receipts  of  the  year 
have  thus  far  been  entirely  useless  for  aiding  to  defray 
the  large  expenditures  charged  upon  it,  and  resort  has 
of  necessity  been  had  to  the  emission  of  more  treasury 
notes  under  the  original  act,  until  the  whole  amount, 
authorised,  except  $216,802,  has  been  exhausted. 

The  only  other  means  available  to  meet  the  public 
engagements,  with  the  exceptions  as  to  trusts  and  the 
mint,  detailed  in  a special  report  on  the  condition  of 
the  treasury  to  the  house  of  representatives  the  26th  of 
March  last,  are  reduced  to  about  $317,432. 


These  constitute  an  aggregate  of  five  hundred  and 
sixty-four  thousand  two  hundred  and  thirty-four  dol- 
lars thus  available,  instead  of  a balance  of  from  two  to 
six  millions,  which  it  has  generally  been  considered  wise 
to  retain  on  hand,  in  order,  with  the  aid  of  the  current 
revenue,  to  insure  punctuality,  and  guard  against  the 
embarrassments  incident  to  fluctuations  and  other  con- 
tingencies. During  the  present  year,  however,  the 
revenue  has  been  paid  in  treasury  notes  to  such  an  ex- 
tent that  only  about  one-fourth  of  a million,  monthly, 
has  bee n received  from  it  in  money  so  as  to  assist  in 
discharging  the  current  expenditures.  These  last,  on 
an  average,  have  been  over  two  millions  monthly,  and 
in  April  nearly  three  millions. 

As  more  than  four  millions  of  the  treasury  notes  are 
still  outstanding,  and  the  banks  generally  have  not  yet 
resumed  specie  payments,  it  is  probable  that  a great 
part  of  the  revenue  will,  for  some  time  to  come,  be  paid 
in  a similar  manner.  Under  such  circumstances,  and 
when  it  is  considered  that  large  sums  due  from  the 
postponed  custom-house  bonds,  the  banks,  and  the 
states,  are  not  yet  payable,  and  that  no  power  now 
exists,  except  in  congress,  to  recall  the  deposites  from 
the  latter;  that  there  is  no  reserved  fund  to  resort  to,  or 
any  other  authorized  means  by  which  the  wants  of  the 
treasury  can  be  supplied,  it  is  manifest  that  the  depart- 
ment is  exposed  weekly  and  almost  daily  to  be  deprived 
of  the  whole  of  its  available  means,  and  the  credit  of 
the  government  to  be  injuriously  effected,  both  at  home 
and  abroad. 

Congress  could  readily  avert  these  results,  if  approv- 
ing the  course  suggested  in  the  last  annual  report  on 
the  finances.  It  could  remove  the  prohibition  to  re-is- 
sue the  notes  which  may  be  or  have  been  prematurely 
paid  in  and  redeemed,  and,  where  they  have  been  can- 
celled, permit  others  to  be  issued  in  their  stead;  or  it 
could  effect  the  same  object  by  allowing  other  notes  to 
be  emitted,  instead  of  such  as  have  been  and  shall 
hereafter  be  paid  in,  before  the  year  for  their  redemp- 
tion expires.  By  the  seasonable  adoption  of  either  of 
these  measures,  all  anticipated  embarrassments  during 
1833  can  probably  be  obviated.  For,  in  that  event,  no 
provision  of  additional  means  to  meet  the  expenditures 
of  the  year  will  be  necessary  hereafter,  unless  before  the 
close  of  the  session  it  shall  appear  that  new  appropria- 
tions have  been  made,  or  are  likely  to  be  made,  exceed  - 
ing  the  estimates  submitted  by  the  department  in  De- 
cember last,  by  several  millions,  or  that  the  revenues  re- 
ceived will  be  materially  less. 

On  the  contrary,  if  neither  of  the  measures  above  pro- 
posed should  meet  the  approbation  of  congress,  it  is  ob- 
vious that  among  the  various  substitutes  which  may  be 
thought  of,  or  which  this  department  has  taken  occa- 
sion to  suggest  in  communications  to  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means,  some  one  must  be  selected  that  can 
be  made  efficient  in  its  operation,  at  a very  early  day, 
or  it  will  be  impracticable  to  preserve  the  national  faith 
unbroken,  and  to  avert  the  iniuries  with  which  the 
public  service  is  threatened.  With  great  respect, 

Levi  Woodbuky, 

Secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  observed  that  he  had,  two  days 
since,  moved  to  postpone  the  question  of  privilege 
immediately  before  the  house,  for  the  purpose  of 
considering  the  fiscal  necessities  of  the  government, 
but  the  motion  had  failed.  He  now  gave  notice  that 
he  should,  at  some  time  this  day,  endeavor  to  renew 
that  motion.  He  moved  that  the  message  and  docu- 
ments be  referred  to  a Committee  of  the  whole  on 
the  state  of  the  union,  and  printed. 

Mr,  Underwood,  who  had  the  floor  from  Monday, 
said  he  was  very  willing  that  the  speech  he  had  in- 
tended to  make  should  be  indefinitely  postponed,  if 
the  house  would  agree,  with  it,  to  postpone  indefi- 
nitely the  whole  subject  of  the  duel  report;  and  he 
was  about  himself  to  make  a motion  to  that  effect. 
Mr.  Sergeant  suggested  that,  as  it  was  probable  the 
message  and  documents  would  be  printed  by  to- 
morrow, it  would  be  better  to  postpone  the  consi- 
deration of  it  till  to-morrow.  Mr.  Cambreleng  replied 
that,  as  to  the  time  of  commencing  proceedings  on 
the  subject  of  this  message,  they  could  noc  be  com- 
menced a moment  too  soon.  Were  there  the  slight- 
est probability  that  the  house  would  finally  dispose 
of  the  question  of  privilege  this  day,  the  suggestion 
of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
would  have  weight;  but,  as  he  could  not  indulge  a 
hope  of  this,  be  thought  the  subject  of  the  message 
might  as  well  be  taken  up  at  once.  The  general 
state  of  the  finances  of  the  country  had  been,  from 
time  to  time,  laid  before  the  house.  No  gentleman 
could  be  ignorant  of  it.  The  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky (Mr.  Underwood)  was  not,  probably,  aware 
what  would  be  the  effect  of  his  proposed  motion  lor 
an  indefinite  postponement  of  the  subject  at  present 
before  the  house.  It  would  not  bring  the  house  to 
an  immediate  decision,  but  would,  on  the  contrary 
open  the  whole  subject. 

[The  question  was  in  the  mean  while  put  on  re- 
ferring the  message  and  papers  to  a committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  and  printing,  and 
agreed  to.] 

Mr.  Underwood  said  that  he  was  fully  aware  of 
the  effect  of  the  motion  which  he  proposed  to  make. 
But  if  the  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Cam- 
breleng) would  move  his  resolution  at  this  moment, 
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he  would  not  press  his  own.  Mr.  Cambreleng  then 
moved  the  following  resolution,  (being  the  same  he 
offered  unsuccessfully  on  Monday:) 

“ Resolved , That  the  rules  be  suspended  for  the 
purpose  of  considering  bills  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union.” 

Before  the  question  on  this  motion  was  put,  Mr. 
Graves  said  he  was  very  desirous  of  being  heard; 
but  the  chair  pronounced  it  at  present  not  to  be  in 
order  to  hear  him.  The  Speaker  having  stated  the 
question,  before  a vote  was  taken  on  it,  Mr.  Graves 
moved  a call  of  the  house,  and  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  that  motion — he  explained  by  saying 
that  he  did  so  with  a view  of  ascertaining  what  was 
the  actual  sense  of  the  whole  house  in  reference  to 
the  printing  of  the  evidence  taken  by  the  commit- 
tee. He  had  again  and  again  been  charged  with  a 
wish  to  suppress  that  evidence.  The  charge  was 
unfounded,  and  did  him  great  injustice.  He  had 
always  been  desirous  that  the  whole  evidence 
should  appear:  and  that  though  he  did  not  think  that 
the  report  of  the  committee  should  be  received  and 
printed  in  its  present  form,  he  had  rather  the  whole 
should  go  out  as  it  was,  than  that  the  house  should 
fail  to  print  the  testimony.  The  question  being  put, 
the  house  ordered  the  call — yeas  102,  nays  75. 
The  roll  was  then  called;  but  before  it  had  been 
called  through,  Mr.  Cambreleng  moved  that  the  call 
be  suspended,  which  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  Cambre- 
leng,  expressing  his  hope  that'the  house  would  dis- 
pose of  the  subject  this  day,  withdrew  his  resolu- 
tion to  suspend  the  rules;  and  the  house  went  on  to 
further  consider  the  reports  from  the  select  commit- 
tee on  duelling,  &c. 

The  debate  on  this  subject  was  resumed,  and 
continued  by  Messrs.  Underwood,  Mercer,  Reed, 
and  Thomas,  who  concluded  his  remarks  with  a 
motion  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the  table,  and 
print  the  reports,  evidence,  and  journal  of  the  com- 
mittee. Mr.  Jenifer  demanded  a division  of  the 
question.  Mr.  Thomas  asked  for  the  yeas  and 
nays.  Ordered. 

The  first  division  of  the  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas 
(to  lay  on  the  table)  was  then  decided  in  the  affir- 
mative by  the  following  vote — yeas  102,  nays  79. 
Mr.  Petrikin  demanded  the  previous  question  on 
the  motion  to  print. 

Mr.  Rice  Garland  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote, 
whereby  the  first  branch  of  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Thomas  had  been  carried;  and  on  this  motion  he 
asked  the  yeas  and  nays.  Mr.  Thomas  raised  a point 
of  order. 

The  Chair  decided  that,  by  the  44lh  rule  of  the 
house,  the  motion  to  reconsider  would  have  prece- 
dence in  ordinary  cases.  But  this  wms  but  half  a ques- 
tion, and  to  it  that  rule  was  not  applicable. 

After  some  incidental  remarks,  concluding  in  no 
motion,  Mr.  Rice  Garland  withdrew  his  motion  to 
reconder,  and  followed  that  withdrawn  by  moving 
that  there  be  a call  of  the  house;  upon  which  motion 
he  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordeied; 
and  the  motion  that  there  be  a call  of  the  house  was 
decided  as  follows — Yeas  G4,  nays  123.  So  the  call 
was  refused 

Some  inquiries  were  then  presented  to  the  chair 
by  Messrs.  Slade  and  Graves,  as  to  the  divisibility 
of  the  question;  to  which  the  chair  replied,  that  that 
would  be  a proper  subject  of  inquiry  after  the  house 
had  decided  whether  the  main  question  should  be  put. 

The  house  having  decided  that  the  main  question 
should  now'  be  put— Mr.  Briggs  asked  that  the  mo- 
tion to  print  be  divided;  and  the  first  question  was 
on  the  printing  of  the  three  reports  of  the  commit- 
tee; which  was  decided  in  the  affirmative  by  the 
following  vote — yeas  123,  nays  74. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  printing  the 
evidence  and  journal,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative 
by  the  following  vote — yeas  189,  nays  4.  Mr. 
Boon  rose  and  said  that  “the  dear  people”  had  been 
much  talked  of  during  this  debate.  The  Speaker 
said  there  was  no  proposition  before  the  house. 
Mr.  Boon  remarked  that  he  was  about  to  make 
one;  if  in  order,  he  hoped  it  would  be  adopted;  if 
not  in  order,  “the  dear  people”  would  have  the 
benefit  of  the  motion.  The  Speaker  said  it  would 
not  be  in  order  to  proceed,  until  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  should  have  presented  his  proposition. 
Mr.  Boon  then  moved  to  print  20,000  extra  copies 
of  the  majority  report  and  the  evidence  for  the 
benefit  of  “the  dear  people”  of  this  country.  The 
Speaker  decided  this  motion  to  be  out  of  order, 
in  the  present  position  of  the  question.  Reports 
from  the  committees,  severally,  of  manufactures 
and  Indian  affairs  were  presented  by  Messrs.  Adams 
and  Everett ; and  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Reed, 
the  house  adjourned. 
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Naval.  The  United. States  frigate  Columbia,  bearing 
the  broad  pendant  of  commodore  George  C.  Read, 
and  the  sloop  of  war  John  Adams,  commander  Thos. 


W.  Wyman,  went  to  sea  from  Hampton  roads  on  Sun- 
day morning  last,  soon  after  sunrise,  with  a leading 
breeze. 

The  United  States  steam  frigate  Fulton,  capt.  M.  C. 
Perry , arrived  at  Norfolk,  from  New  York,  on  Mon- 
day afternoon.  She  left.  New  York  on  the  2d  instant, 
and  put  into  the  Delaware  break-water  on  account  of  a 
severe  gale,  whence  she  left  on  Sunday  afternoon, 
making  her  run  to  Norfolk  in  21  hours,  notwithstand-. 
ing  her  progress  was  much  impeded  by  a s.  w.  wind 
and  a heavy  sea.  She  left  Norfolk  on  Wednesday, 
and  arrived  at  the  Washington  navy  yard  yesterday 
(Friday)  evening. 

Capt.  Marryatt1  s toast.  Capt.  Marryatt,  the  novelist, 
at  the  St.  George’s  dinner,  recently  given  at  Toronto, 
offered  the  following  toast: 

“Capt.  Drew  and  his  brave  comrades  who  cut  out  the 
Caroline .” 

The  achievement  thus  signalized  by  capt.  Marryatt 
was  one  of  the  most  base  and  co  wardly  that  happened 
on  the  frontier  during  the  recent  insurrectionary  move- 
ments; and  the  man  who  could  magnify  the  actors  in 
it  into  heroes,  is  only  fit  to  be  associated  with  robbers 
of  hen  roosts  and  sackers  of  dairies.  There  is,  how- 
ever, an  air  of  malignancy  in  the  sentiment,  which,  in 
the  present  state  of  that  unfortunate  affair,  indicates 
more  of  hatred  towards  us  as  a people,  than  a lack  of 
high  and  chivalrous  principles  of  honor. 

[Ed.  Register. 

Connecticut.  The  legislature  of  Connecticut  convened 
at  New  Haven  on  Wednesday  the  2d  inst.  Wm.  W. 
Boordman,  whig,  was  elected  speaker  of  the  house  by 
a majority  of  106  votes  over  ail  others.  Chauncey  I1’. 
Cleveland,  the  adm.  candidate,  who  was  speaker 
last  year,  received  37  votes,  and  there  were  three  scat- 
tering. Total,  146.  The  joint  committee  appointed 
to  canvass  the  return  of  votes  for  state  officers,  repor- 
ted that  the  whole  number  of  votes  returned  for  gover- 
nor, is  50,101;  of  which  W.  W.  Ellsworth  has  27,115; 
for  It.  governor  50,053 — of  which  Charles  Hawley  has 
27,976;  for  secretary  49,817,  of  which  Royal  R. 
Hinman  has  23,377 — for  treasurer  49,911;  of  which 
Hiram  Rider  has  26,726;  for  comptroller  49,987;  of  which 
Henry  Kilbourn  has  21,466 — with  a resolution  declar- 
ing the  above  officers  legally  elected. 

Rhode  Island.  The  legislature  of  Rhode  Island  also 
convened  at  Newport  on  Wednesday  the  2d  inst.  The 
hon.  George  Curtis,  (w.)  was  re-elected  speaker  of  the 
house  without  opposition.  The  official  returns  of  votes 
for  governor  give  Wm.  Sprague  (w.)  3984;  Francis,  V.  B. 
3504;  scattering,  99.  Sprague’s  plurality  over  Francis, 
480.  His  majority  over  all  others,  381.  For  It.  governor, 
Childs,  (w.)  received  4)33  votes;  Thurston,  V.  B.  3461; 
scattering,  15.  Childs’  majority,  662.  The  average 
whig  majority  for  senators  is  872  ^nd  a fraction.  All 
the  senators,  10  in  number,  are  whigs.  The  house 
consists  of  72  members,  45  of  whom  are  whigs,  and 
27  loco  tocos.  Whig  majority  in  the  house  18;  in  joint 
ballot,  adding  the  lieut.  governor,  who  presides  over 
the  senate,  29.  Last  year,  says  the  Providence  Journal, 
there  was  a majority  of  41  the  other  way. 

The  elections  of  1836,  1837,  and  1833.  Since  Mr. 
Van  Buren’s  inauguration  as  president  on  the  4th  of 
March,  1837,  there  have  been  general  elections  in 
twenty-one  of  the  twenty-six  states  which  composes 
the  federal  union — Maryland,  Mississippi,  Michigan, 
New  Hampshire,  and  Connecticut,  have  held  two 
elections  each — Rhode  Island  three.  Virginia  held  an 
election  last  April,  but  the  result  was  such  that  it  could 
not  be  presented  in  a tabular  form;  which  is  of  little 
consequence — it  indicates  no  change  of  opinion  from 
the  presidential  contest.  The  same  of  Ohio.  The 
siates  of  Delaware,  South  Carolina,  Louisiana,  Mis- 
souri, and  Illinois,  have  held  no  general  election  since 
183S.  The  following  table  presents  the  vote  of  all  the 
states  which  have  held  elections  since  1836 — the  right 
hand  columns  giving  the  vote  at  the  last  state  election; 
the  left,  that  of  the  presidential  contest — November, 
1336: 


States. 


1836.  1337-3. 

Adminis-  Opposi-  Adminis-  Opposi- 
tration.  tion.  tration  tion. 


Maine, 

New  Hampshire, 
Vermont, 
Massachusetts, 
Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut 
New  York, 

New  Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Maryland, 

North  Carolina, 

Georgia, 

Kentucky, 

Indiana, 

Tennessee, 

Alabama, 

Mississippi, 

Arkansas, 


22,900  15  229 
18,722  6.223 

14,039  20,990 
33,237  41,099 
2,964  2,710 

19,234  18,719 
166,815  138,543 
25,592  26,137 
91  475  87.111 
22,168  25  852 
26,910  23.3S3 
,22,101  24,786 
33,435  36,955 
32,478  41,281 
26.120  35.962 
20,506  15,612 
9,979  9,638 

2,400  1,238 


33,879  34,358 
27.678  25,221 
17,730  22,206 
32,987  50,595 
3,600  4,000 

21,482  27,096 
140,460  155,833 
25,856  27,368 
91,182  85,890 

23.000  25,000 

30.000  35,000 
33,417  34.179 
23,955  47,415 
23,125  53,867 
33,696  53.479 
21,800  17,753 
12,823  13,651 

2,745  1,788 


— the  average  whig  majority  there  is  something  higher 
than  we  have  placed  it.  [ New  Yorker. 

U.  S.  circuit  court.  This  court  was  engaged  yester- 
day, without  a trial,  respecting  some  woollen  goods  of 
which  much  has  of  late  been  said  in  the  papers.  The 
present  action  is  brought ligainst  three  cases  of.wooilen 
goods,  claimed  by  Wm.  Downes,  but  which  the  United 
States,  by  the  district  attorney,  alleges  are  forfeited,  as 
they  were  knowingly  and  intentionally  much  under- 
rated in  the  invoice,  thereby  intending  to  lessen  the 
duties  upon  them.  As  the  trial  is  not  yet  concluded, 
we  refrain  from  giving  the  evidence  on  either  side,  but 
on  its  termination,  if  deemed  of  sufficient  importance, 
we  shall  present  to  our  readers  a full  report. 

[ New  York  Courier 

Mr.  Thomas  Bradf oid.  This  venerable  relic  of  the 
last  age,  died  yesterday  afternoon,  at  the  great  age  of94, 
and  his  funeral  will  proceed  from  the  house  of  his  son, 
Mr.  Thomas  Bradford,  in  Sansom  street,  to-day,  at 
11  o’clock  A.  M.  Mr.  Bradford  entered  upon  the  pro- 
fession of  an  editor  in  1763,  the  year  signalized  by  the 
peace  of  Paris,  which  terminated  that  bloody  war  called 
“The  Old  French  War”  in  this  country,  and  “The  Se- 
ven Years’  War”  in  Europe.  During  our  revolution,  he 
was  commissary  general  of  the  Pennsylvania  division, 
and  printer  to  the  continental  congress.  The  first  was 
a very  important  public  trust,  and  proves  the  high  esti- 
mation in  which  he  was  held  for  integrity  anti  know- 
ledge of  business.  The  second  shows  that  he  was  fa- 
vorably known  to  one  of  the  worthiest  bodies  of  men 
that  ever  assembled  for  the  good  of  mankind.  We 
presume  that  just  before  his  death,  he  was  the  oldest 
member  of  the  editorial  corps  in  this  country,  and  per- 
haps the  only  person  then  living,  in  any  manner  di- 
rectly connected  with  the  body  of  men  that  signed  the 
declaration  of  independence. 

[Public  Ledger. 

The  Moselle.  The  Louisville  Journal  contains  the 
following  paragraph  respecting  the  mad  ambition  of 
capt.  Perm,  to  which  is  justly  attributable  the  late  me- 
lancholy accident,  and  the  loss  of  life  attendant  on  it: 

There  is  no  doubt,  that  the  deplorable  occurrence  is 
to  be  attributed  to  the  overweening  anxiety  of  capt. 
Perin  to  gain  for  his  boat  the  reputation  of  unrivalled 
speed.  We  have  always  had  the  kindest  feelings  for 
capt.  P.  and  when,  a few  weeks  ago,  lie  made  a swift 
trip  to  this  city  from  above,  we  cheerfully,  in  compliance 
with  his  request,  took  notice  of  the  fact.  From  Louis- 
ville he  made  an  extraordinary  passage  to  St.  Louis, 
whence  he  wrote  as  by  express  mail,  requesting  that 
we  would  again  proclaim  his  matchless  speed,  and  say 
that  his  boat  was  and  would  be  “the  eagle  of  the  wa- 
ters.’’ We  declined  to  comply  with  this  second  request 
for  we  saw  that  his  ambition  was  already  roused  to  a 
most  dangerous  pitch.  The  dreadful  result  is  before 
the  world. 

The  ship  Science  arrived  at  Portland,  Maine,  last 
week,  from  a whaling  voyage  of  four  years.  Her  ap- 
pearance created  as  great  a sensation  among  the  good 
people  of  Portland,  as  that  of  the  steam  ship  from 
England  did  at  New  York.  She  has  brought  home  a 
cargo  of  2200  barrels  of  oil.  Four  of  her  crew  are  na- 
tives of  the  Sandwich  Islands. 

Astonishing  despatch  in  travelling.  The  arrival  of  the 
Neptune  from  Charleston  in  61  hours  gives  us  an  idea 
of  the  possible  and  actual  rapidity  of  travelling  in  this 
country.  She  left  Charleston  after  the  arrival  of  the 
rail  road  cars  from  Augusta.  Passengers  may  have 
started  from  Augusta  on  Saturday  morning  at  6 o’clock, 
and  coming  in  the  Neptune  to  New  York,  could  arrive 
in  Boston  on  Wednesday,  having  ten  hours  to  spare  in 
New  York,  making  the  whole  distance  from  Augusta 
to  Boston,  (more  than  a thousand  miles,)  in  about  89 
hours  running  time,  and  73  hours  from  Augusta  to  New 
York.  [/V.  Y.  American. 

Indian  Relics.  A mound  in  this  city  has  been 
partially  opened  this  week,  and  our  citizens  are 
picking  up  beads,  arrow  points,  stone  knives,  amt 
various  other  instruments  and  ornaments.  One 
skeleton  lias  been  discovered  entire,  and  portions  of 
others.  On  counting  the  grains  of  the  stump  of  a 
tree  that  stands  upon  the  top  of  the  mound,  it  ap- 
pears that  this  tree  must  have  been  about  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  years  old.  It  has  been  cut  down 
about  sixteen  years.  We  suppose  that  this  ancient 
receptacle  of  the  dead  must  have  been  formed  about 
two  hundred  years  ago.  [ Ohio  city  Argus. 

New  York  canals.  The  Albany  Argus  states 
that  the  quantity  of  flour  brought  to  tide  water  on 
the  New  York  canals  in  the  month  of  April  in  1837 
and  1838,  is  as  follows,  viz:  ■ 

a 1S37.  1838. 

Albany  11,227  24,772 

Troy  4,S21  9,271 


16,148  bbls.  34,043  bbls. 


Total  in  18  states,  591,128  571,518  604,325  714,813 

Van  Buren  majority  Nov.,  1836,  19,6)0 

Whig  majority  last  election,  604.325 

110  488 

The  table  of  votes  at  the  late  elections  have  been 
compiled  with  great  care,  but  may  not  be  entirely  cor- 
rect. They  are-near  enough,  however,  for  all  purposes. 
We  have  not  yet  the  official  return  from  Rhode  Island 


Increase  17,895 

There  came  over  the  rail  road  in  1838,  948  bbls. 
of  flour. 

There  arrived  at  Troy  in  April,  1837,2300  bush- 
els of  wheat,  and  in  1838,  39,235  bushels;  at  Alba- 
ny, in  April,  1837,  1436  bushels,  and  in  1838,  4498 
bushels.  Increase  in  1838  over  1837,  39,997  bush- 
els. 
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will  be  seen  by  our  abstracts  of  congression- 
al proceedings,  that  the  bill  to  authorize  the  issuing 
of  treasury  notes  to  meet  the  current  expenses  of  the 
government,  passed  the  house  of  representatives  on 
Wednesday  last,  after  one  of  the  most  close  and  ar- 
dent contests  that  has  yet  occurred  in  that  body. 
On  Thursday  it  was  reported  to  the  senate  by  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  finance,  without 
amendment.  Yesterday  it  was  taken  up,  and,  after 
an  animated  debate,  at  about  7 o’clock,  passed — 
Ayes  27,  noes  13.  Particulars  in  our  next. 

Senator  Tallmadge.  The  Madisonian  states 
that  senator  Tall  nadge’s  private  opinions  were  al- 
ways adverse  to  the  expunging  resolution,  and  that 
he  voted  lor  that  resolution  only  in  obedience 
to  the  express  instructions  of  the  legislature  of  his 
state. 

Mexican  blockade.  The  New  Orleans  Bulletin  of 
the  23i.ii  alt.,  states  that  the  schooner  Sarah  Ann,  which 
left  that  port  for  Tampico,  with  a valuable  cargo  of  dry 
goods,  and  thirtv-two  passengers,  arrived  off  her  place 
of  destination  22d  ult.,  where  she  was  boarded  by 
a boat  from  a French  brig  of  war  of  twenty-four  guns, 
and  informed  that  she  could  proceed  no  further  under 
penalty  of  being  sunk,  nor  be  allowed  to  have  any  com- 
munication with  the  shore.  The  papers  of  the  schooner 
were  endorsed  by  the  boarding  officer,  and,  although 
the  captain  pleaded  a scarcity  of  provisions  and  a large 
number  ofpassengers,  there  was  no  alternative  but  to  re- 
turn. The  Bulletinof  the  10th  inst.,  says  that  the  schoon- 
er Essex,  capt  Carroll,  had  also  been  ordered  off'  by  the 
squadron  before  Tampico,  and  had  returned  to  New 
Orleans.  The  French  officers  conducted  themselves 
with  the  courtesy  characteristic  of  their  nation.  Al- 
though intercepted  off  the  port  of  her  destination,  she 
was  forbid  all  communication  with  theshore,  and  order- 
ed oft'  after  her  papers  had  been  endorsed.  The  same 
treatment  is  meted  out  without  partiality  to  the  vessels 
of  all  nations.  A French  brig,  the  Louise,  from  Bor- 
deaux, bound  also  for  Tampico,  met  with  a like  recep- 
tion on  the  same  day.  O le  Yankee  vessel,  however, 
had  the  temerity  to  break  the  blockade.  She  was  a 
barque  heavily  laden,  and  the  captain  not  liking  to  miss 
a chance  at  speculation,  dashed  through  the  blockading 
squadron,  and  succeeded  in  running  his  vessel  safe 
into  port. 

“New  Orleans , April  29.  By  a letter  which  has  just 
been  brought  by  the  schooner  which  quitted  Tampico 
the  moment  before  the  operation  of  the  blockade,  we 
learn  that  the  government  commissioners,  at  the  head 
of  whom  were  Cuevas  and  Mozan,  secretaries  of  state 
and  vvar,  had  started  from  Mexico  for  Vera  Cruz,  in  or- 
der to  treat  with  Baron  Deff'audis,  and  that  the  confer- 
ence was  to  be  held  aboard  the  principal  blockading 
vessel.  It  is  presumed  that  the  result  of  this  mission 
will  be  satisfactory  to  both  parties.” 

We  see  by  a note  from  captain  Page,  commander 
the  U.  S.  ship  Natchez,  that  that  vessel  was  off  the  Mis- 
sissippi, with  the  intention  of  proceeding  to  Tampico, 
and  that  he  would  convey  any  letters  which  the  mer- 
chants of  New  Orleans  might  wish  to  transmit.  A let- 
ter bag  was,  for  this  purpose,  deposited  at  one  of  the 
insurance  offices. 

United  States  sloop-of-war  Concord,  Fitzhugh,  com- 
manding, from  Tampico,  touched  at  the  Balize  on  the 
4th  instant,  having  on  board  $71,000  specie,  which  she 
put  on  board  a tow  boat,  and  then  proceeded  to  Pen- 
sacola. 

i A passenger,  who  came  by  the  Concord,  reports, 
that,  having  remained  three  days  at  Vera  Cruz,  he  felt 
convinced,  from  the  rumors  in  circulation,  that  the 
Mexican  government  was  in  nowise  disposed  to  pay 
the  indemnity  claimed  by  France. 

Virginia  elections.  Mr.  Banks,  and  not  Mr. 
Slaughter,  as  stated  in  our  last,  has  received  the  return 
for  the  Spottsylvania  district — his  majority  over  Mr.  S. 
is  thirteen  voles.  The  Richmond  Enquirer,  of  yester- 
day, says:  The  want  of  -form  in  holding  the  poll  of 
Green  county  did  not  consist,  as  we  originally  heard, 
in  the  commissioners’  not  being  sworn,  hut  it  is  now 
said  in  the  sheriff  of  Orange  (iron)  which  Green  had 
been  taken)  superintending  the  taking  of  the  poll;  and 
in  the  irregular  manner  in  vvhich  the  poll  was  present- 
ed to  the  assembled  sheriffs. 

The  state  of  parties  in  the  legislature  may  be  ascer- 
tained from  the  following  summary  which  we  find  in 
the  last  Enquirer: 

“ The  Richmond  Whig  of  yesterday  morning  assigns 
Mr.  O’Ferral  to  the  list  of  the  friends  of  the  administra- 
tion. The  “Winchester  Republican”  (also  whig,  and 
near  to  Mr.  O’Ferral’s  residence,)  ranks  him  among 
the  administration  men,  as  a conservative.  The  Whig 
also  allows  us  the  delegate  from  Lee;  and  foots  up  the 
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friends  of  the  administration  as  61.  The  Whig  claims 
72  whigs;  but  among  these  is  Mr.  Samuel  Jones,  the 
deceased  delegate  of  Buckingham.  Correcting  this  er- 
ror, therefore,  it  would  leave  the  parties,  according  to 
the  Whig  tale,  71 — 61;  and  two  vacancies,  in  Bucking- 
ham and  King  George.  Should  we  assign  both  Lee 
and  Morgan  to  the  administration,  then  the  joint  vote 
of  both  houses  will  stand: 

Administration,  83 

Whigs,  81 

Vacancies,  2 

Even  though  the  whigs  should  carry  both  the  vacan- 
cies, the  parties  will  be  tied,  on  joint  vote.  Should  .we 
carry  one,  it  will  be  84 — 32;  two  majority  for  the  ad- 
ministration. Should  we  carry  both,  it  will  be  85 — 81; 
four  majority.” 

Notice.  Baltic  Sea.  The  hydrographic  sec- 
tion of  the  marine  department  makes  known  to  navi- 
gators, that  since  the  opening  of  the  navigation  in 
the  year  1833,  an  ordinary  signal  buoy  is  placed  at 
the  northern  extremities  of  the  reefs  of  Perespe  and 
of  the  land  bank  of  Wikala,  in  the  gulf  of  Finland, 
and  that  the  buoy,  with  a (lag,  that  was  until  now 
placed  near  the  island  of  Eckholm,  will  be  removed, 
as  it  has  thus  been  rendered  useless.  [Globe. 

Doctor.  Antomarchi,  the  physician  who  ac- 
companied Napoleon  to  St.  Helena,  and  remained 
with  him  during  his  life,  died  of  yellow  fever  at  St. 
Jago  de  Cuba,  oil  the  3d  of  April.  Dr.  A.  arrived 
at  New  Orleans  from  France  about  three  years  ago, 
travelled  through  Mexico,  and  was  on  his  return  to 
this  country. 

State  loan.  The  Albany  Argus  says  that  the 
state  loan  of  hall  a million  of  dollars  for  the  enlarge- 
ment of  the  Erie  canal,  was  taken  on  Saturday  last  by 
Prime,  Ward  & King,  at  $100  25  for  each  $100  of 
5 per  cent,  stock,  redeemable  in  1855,  having  17 
years  to  run. 

From  France.  By  the  Silvie  de  Grasse,  from 
Havre,  the  editor  of  the  New  York  American  has 
received  advices  from  Paris  to  the  20th  of  April.  The 
approaching  coronation  of  the  emperor  of  Austria, 
at  Milan,  divides  public  attention  with  that  of  queen 
Victoria.  Marshal  Soult  is  to  represent  Louis 
Philippe  at  London,  and  the  Marquis  de  St.  Aulaire, 
at  Milan.  The  king  of  Naples  has  pardoned  all 
those  concerned  in  the  late  insurrection  at  Sicily.  A 
Marseilles  paper  gives  an  account  of  a great  victory 
gained  by  the  Circassians  over  the  Russian  army, 
near  Erzertim  in  Armenia.  From  Spain  we  learn 
that  count  Negri,  the  Carlist  chief,  who  had  advanced 
near  to  Madrid  with  a corpse  of  6,000  men,  had  re- 
treated and  was  followed  by  Iriarte. 

In  giving  an  account  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
slavery  committee  of  the  chamber  of  deputies,  the 
Quotidienne  says: — “M.  Berryerhas  convinced  the 
majority,  that,  before  a population  of  slaves  is  en- 
franchised, it  ought  to  be  civilized,  and  that  the 
only  means  of  civilizing  a race  of  blacks,  is  to  en- 
trust them  to  the  care  and  instruction  of  the  minis- 
ters of  God.  The  mission  of  the  catholic  clergy  is 
naturally  pointed  out,  and  M.  Berryer  has  insisted 
on  the  advantage  of  a religious  congregation  which 
would  devote  itself  to  this  laborious  task.  The  com- 
mittee, with  the  exception  of  M.  Isambert,  acknow- 
ledged all  the  difficulties  presented  by  the  present 
condition  of  the  slaves  as  opposed  to  the  glorious 
reminiscences  of  the  old  French  missions,  and  even 
M.  Guizot,  zealous  protestant  as  he  is,  repelled  the 
idea  of  an  evangelical  mission  as  suggested  by  M. 
Isambert.  The  committee  did  not  stop  here;  it 
acknowledged,  with  the  concurrence  also  of  M. 
Berryer,  that  before  liberty  was  granted  to  the 
blacks,  they  should  be  led  into  forming  families, 
and  that  in  order  to  give  to  the  ceremony  of  mar- 
riage all  the  solemnity  required,  it  ought  to  be  pro- 
posed that  the  registers  of  the  marriages,  births, 
and  deaths  of  the  blacks  should  be  placed  in  the 
hands  of  catholic  missionaries  only.” 

Defeat  of  the  Russians  by  the  Circassians.  We 
extract  the  following  from  the  Semaphore  of  Mar- 
seilles, of  the  14th  inst:  “We  have  received  a let- 

ter of  the  26th  ult.  from  Constantinople,  from  which 
we  take  the  following  passages:  The  Circassians 

have  just  gained  a complete  victory.  The  Russian 
army  is  destroyed;  all  the  works  raised  by’  the  be- 
siegers of  the  shore  have  been  levelled  to  the  earth. 
Thousands  of  Russians  who  have  escaped  from  the 


carnage,  have  taken  refuge  in  Erzerum.  This  has 
given  rise  to  a report  that  they  had  taken  forcible 
possession  of  the  town.” 

Turkey  and  Egypt.  A report  is  current  that  a 
formidable  expedition  against  Egypt  is  in  contem- 
plation, and  that  the  sultan,  with  the  Sandiak  she- 
riff, will  place  himself  at  the  head  o it.  It  is  stated 
that  Khosrew  Pacha  will  represent  the  sultan  during 
his  absence,  and  that  Halil  Pacha  will  accompany 
his  father-in-law. 

Banks,  currency,  &c.  A letter  from  New 
York,  under  date  12th  inst.  says,  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  has  offered  to  arrange  with  the  go- 
vernment for  the  entire  six  millions  of  its  stock  in 
the  bank. 

This  day  she  has  in  her  vaults  iu  specie  $8,000,000 
Ir.  Europe  ....  7,000,000 
Stocks,  &c.  convertible  in  an  hour  to 

specie  - - - 10,000,000 


25,000,000 

Her  circulation,  paper,  silver,  and  lia- 
bilities ....  15,000,000 


Surplus  ....  10,000,000 

The  Pennsylvania  Bank  of  the  United  Stales  re- 
ceived last  week  one  million  of  dollars  from  the 
west,  which,  with  the  million  and  a half  of  dollars 
purchased  here,  and,  as  is  stated,  about  six  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  that  was  held  here  in  special 
deposite,  swells  the  actual  amount  of  specie  now 
in  its  vaults  to  about  seven  millions  of  dollars. 

The  New  York  Commercial  Advertiser  says,  the 
committee  of  the  board  of  trade  of  that  city,  which, 
visited  Philadelphia  for  the  purpose  of  inviting  Mr. 
Biddle  and  his  associates  in  the  Pennsylvania  Bank 
of  the  United  States  to  establish  a bank  in  that 
city  with  a large  capital,  under  the  late  banking 
law,  has  returned. 

We  learn,  says  the  Commercial,  that  the  commit- 
tee were  received  with  the  greatest  courtesy  and 
kindness  by  Mr.  Biddle  who  entered  at  once  into 
their  feelings  upon  the  subject.  He  appeared  quite 
favorable  to  the  project,  and  promised  to  bring  the 
question  before  the  directors  at  the  earliest  day. 
The  design  is  to  establish  a bank,  one  of  from  ten 
to  fifteen  millions  capital.  We  believe  the  new 
bank  law  does  not  go  into  operation  until  the  19th 
of  the  present  month;  and  from  the  complexion  of 
our  advices,  we  should  not  be  surprised  if  the  new 
bank  went  into  operation  on  the  20th. 

Specie  in  New  York.  The  exact  amount  of  im- 
portations of  specie  last  week,  at  this  port,  were: 
Gold  ....  $1,100,223 

Silver  ....  23,175 


Total  last  week 
Yesterday  - 


£1, 129,398 
1,363,748 


The  last  eight  days  - - $2,493,146 

The  Louisiana  state  bank  at  New  Orleans  resum- 
ed specie  payments  on  the  7th  instant. 

Bicknell’s  (Philadelphia)  Reporter  says  “The 
banks  discount  good  business  paper  with  sufficient 
liberality,  while  unexceptionable  notes  find  ready 
sale  out  of  doors,  at  from  8 1-2  to  9 percent.  The 
tone  generally  is  wholesome,  and  confidence  is 
gradually  reviving.  Our  banks  have  not  yet  desig- 
nated a day  for  the  general  resumption  of  specie 
payments,  but  we  incline  to  the  opinion  that  they 
will  do  so  much  sooner  than  was  expected.  We  may 
add,  that  at  a recent  meeting  of  the  bank  delegates 
of  this  city,  Mr.  Lewis,  cashier  of  the  Girard  bank, 
offered  a resolution  pledging  the  banks  to  resume 
in  full  as  the  action  of  the  government  would  au- 
thorize such  a course'.  This  resolution  was  not 
acted  on,  but  will  be  on  the  first  Wednesday  in 
June.  In  the  mean  time,  we  may  remark  that 
none  of  the  Philadelphia  banks  (not  even  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States)  will  resume  or  pay  specie 
more  generally  than  at  present. 

Sales  at  the  New  York  stock  exchange,  May  16. 
50  shares  U.  S.  bank,  s 60  ds  117 

180  do  do  do  cash  117  1.2 

75  do  Amer.  Trust  co.,  Balto.  106  1-2  a 107 

20  do  Canton  com]).  Balto.  35  7.8  a 36 

Treasury  notes.  Sates  of  $5,000  six  per  cent, 
notes  at  par. 

A large  business  was  done  at  the  board  of  brokers 
this  morning  in  stocks,  at  an  improvement  in  prices. 
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Ms,  Tyler.  We  publish  the  annexed  letter 
with  pleasure;  and  although  we  have  unwillingly 
been  guilty  of  a want  of  courtesy,  in  making  a 
public,  instead  of  a private  call  upon  Mr.  Tyler, 
yet  we  hope  no  harm  has  in  reality  been  done.  It 
has  afforded  him  an  opportunity  of  speaking  out — 
and  we  are  happy  to  find  that  he  does  so  in  a frank 
and  manly  manner.  [Richmond  Whig. 

[To  the  editors  of  the  Whig.] 

Williamsburg,  May  1 1th,  1838. 
Gentlemen:  An  article  in  your  paper  of  the  8th 
inst.  under  the  editorial  head,  has,  in  no  small  de- 
gree, excited  my  astonishment  and  regret — and  but 
for  the  direct  reference  made  to  me  by  name  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  article,  I would  have  been  at  a 
loss  to  know  what  “prominent  whig”  was  intended 
in  the  very  urgent  call  made  by  you  for  the  disclo- 
sure of  his  opinions.  The  expressions  in  the  first 
paragraph  of  that  article,  are  as  follows: — “A  prom- 
inent whig  has  been  named  a3  likely  to  succeed 
‘Mr.  Rives,  and  ‘the  party’  at  Washington  have  in- 
timated their  satisfaction  with  his  nomination.  It 
‘therefore  becomes  the  friends  of  this  gentleman  at 
‘once  to  let  his  opinions  be  known  without  hesita- 
tion. The  mere  fact  that  his  election  can  not  only 
‘now  be  tolerated  by  the  corrupt  crew  at  Washing- 
ton, but  hailed  with  pleasure,  renders  it  necessary 
that  the  public  mind  should  forthwith  be  disabused 
‘in  relation  to  the  opinions  imputed  to  him.”  Now 
I cannot  for  a moment  believe  that  you  designed 
me  injury  by  the  above  paragraph,  but  most  cer- 
tainly nothing  could  be  better  calculated  to  inflict 
it.  My  opinions  are  not  only  doubtful,  but  impu- 
tations are  made  which  render  it  necessary  that  the 
public  mind  should  be  instantly  disabused.  Nor  is 
this  all — the  administration  party  at  Washington 
are  clapping  their  hands  in  an  ecs‘acy  of  joy  at  my 
being  named  for  the  senate  as  the  successor  of  Mr. 
Rives.  Such  is  the  fair  inference  from  the  para- 
graph— and  yeti  readily  acquit  you  of  all  improper 
motive  in  penning  it,  but  will  ascribe  it  to  the 
friendship  which  you  declare  to  be  its  sole  dicta- 
tor. 

You  also  place  me  in  a position  of  a candidate 
for  the  senate,  to  succeed  Mr.  Rives.  Now  this  is 
to  place  me,  during  the  entire  interval  of  time  be- 
tween this  and  the  meeting  of  the  legislature,  in  no 
enviable  predicament.  In  the  first  place,  the  thing 
is  altogether  unusual,  and  would  be  on  my  part, 
wholly  unwarrantable.  The  legislature  will,  in  its 
own  wisdom,  select  a suitable  person  to  represent 
the  sovereignty  of  the  state  in  the  senate  of  the 
United  States.  It  is  a matter  entrusted  by  the  consti- 
tution to  the  hands  of  the  legislature,  and  I do  not 
doubt  that  it  will  acquit  itself  of  its  duty  in  that  be- 
half as  will  best  become  it. 

As  to  my  opinion  on  the  sub  treasury  bill,  I might, 
under  the  above  views,  well  content  myself  with 
saying  emphatically,  “ask  my  constituents” — men 
who  have  not  blenched  when  the  storm  was  at  the 
highest,  and  have  been  firm  in  maintaining  their 
faith  through  the  agitations  of  the  last  five  years. 

I have,  however  no  disposition  to  conceal  my  opin- 
ions, on  any  political  question,  from  the  public,  and 
therefore  answer,  that  I am  no  advocate  of  the  sub- 
treasury scheme,  and  that  I regard  it  as  but  a con- 
tinuation of  that  series  ol  disastrous  measures  which 
have  plunged  the  country  into  the  present  state  of 
difficulty  and  embarrassment — that  I regard  it  as  a 
part  of  that  system  of  hum  buggery  which  has  been 
played  off,  but  too  successfully,  for  the  last  five 
years.  I say,  moreover,  that  upon  all  proper  occa- 
sions, my  opinions  have  been  frankly  expressed — 
that,  if  I have  not  published  them  from  the  house 
tops,  I have  been  influenced  by  no  selfish  motive. 
Those  around  me,  with  whom  I am  in  the  habit  of 
exchanging  political  views,  have  all  along  had 
knowledge  of  them.  The  few  correspondents  that 
I have  in  Washington  on  public  affairs,  have  long 
since  known  them.  Those  correspondents  are  ex- 
clusively attached  to  the  party  to  which  I belong. 

An  after  paragraph  in  your  paper  speaks  of  ad- 
vances made  to  “a  prominent  whig.”  If  you  de- 
sign me  by  that  remark,  I utterly  disclaim  it.  No 
such  advance  had  been  made,  and  no  lures  thrown 
out — and  if  the  administration  party  at  Washing- 
ton rejoice  at  the  prospect  of  my  re-election  to  the 
senate,  your  paper  brings  me  the  first  intelligence 
of  the  fact.  I stand  where  I did  three  years  ago, 
and  there  I shall  always  stand.  If  that  party  de- 
sires my  election,  it  must  arise  from  the  apprehen- 
sion that  they  cannot  elect  a man  of  their  party, 
and  preference  for  me,  if  felt,  of  which  I am  not 
aware,  arises  solely  out  of  a mere  personal  prefer- 
ence. Of  that,  I have  no  cause  to  complain — but 
of  this,  all  of  all  parties  .may  be  assured,  that  I 
shall  upon  all  subjects  think  as  a freeman,  and  shall 
always  dare  to  act  as  such. 

I regret,  gentlemen,  that  you,  oo-  either  of  you 
had  not  seen  cause  to  address  me  in  a private  letter, 
requesting- me  to  remove  any  doubt  as  to  my  opin- 


ions, under  which  yon  may  have  labored.  It  would 
have  saved  me  from  the  unpleasant  alternative  of 
appearing  in  the  public  prints.  My  apology  to  the 
public  will  be  found  in  the  character  of  your  call. 

Very  respestf'ully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

John  Tyler. 

Important  discovery.  One  of  the  most  im- 
portant geographical  discoveries  of  the  age  (says 
the  Journal  of  Commerce)  is  made  known  to  us 
through  the  London  Morning  Chronicle  of  April 
19th.  It  is  no  less  than  a solution  of  the  long  pend- 
ing problem  whether  or  not  there  is  a communi- 
cation by  water  ftom  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific 
Ocean,  around  the  northern  portion  of  the  Ameri- 
can continent.  It  is  now  ascertained  that  there  is 
such  a communication.  The  narrative  of  its  dis- 
covery is  published  in  the  Morning  Chronicle. 

The  following  abbreviation  of  the  contents  of 
this  interesting  narrative  is  copied  from  the  New 
York  Evening  Post  of  Monday: 

“The  scientific  expedition  undertaken  at  the 
expense  of  the  Hudson’s  Bay  Company,  to  survey 
the  extreme  northern  coast  of  America,  has,  in 
part,  fulfilled  its  object.  Messrs.  Dease  and  Simp- 
son, with  ten  attendants,  reached  Fort  Good  Hope, 
the  northernmost  settlement  of  the  company,  on  the 
4th  of  July  last,  and  descended  the  Mackenzie 
river  in  boats.  They  reached  the  ocean  on  the  9th 
of  July,  and,  proceeding  westerly,  followed  the 
line  of  coast  to  Point  Barrow.  They  thus  com- 
pleted the  survey  of  the  coast  between  the  extreme 
points  laid  down  by  captain  Beechey  and  captain 
Franklin. 

“ They  passed  a few  days  with  the  Esquimaux 
at  the  point,  and,  setting  out  on  their  return,  reach- 
ed Fort  Norman  on  the  4th  of  September,  having 
been  sixty-four  days  absent.  From  Fort  Norman, 
they  were,  at  the  time  the  despatches  were  sent, 
preparing  to  proceed  to  a settlement  which  had 
been  got  ready  for  them  at  the  east  end  of  Great 
Bear  Lake.  Here  they  were  to  winter,  and  in  July 
next  to  resume  their  labors.  Proceeding  to  the 
eastward,  they  hope  to  connect  the  discoveries  of 
Franklin  and  Back,  and  then  complete  the  survey 
of  the  whole  coast  of  North  America.” — Nat.  Intel. 

Dr.  Theller.  Senator  Norvell  has  addressed  a 
letter  to  the  editor  ot  the  Detroit  Morning  Post, 
stating  that  he  had  suggested  to  the  secretary  of 
state  tiie  propriety  of  interposing  with  the  British 
government  to  save  Dr.  Theller’s  life.  The  appli- 
cation, however,  it  seems  by  the  following  corres- 
pondence, had  been  anticipated,  and  Mr.  Norvell 
trusts  “that  the  life  of  the  unhappy  and  apparently 
ill-fated  individual  may  be  saved.”  [Globe. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  April  25,  1838. 
Sir:  Your  communication  of  yesterday,  with  its 
enclosure,  relating  to  the  case  of  Dr.  Theller,  re- 
cently sentenced  to  death  at  Toronto,  Upper  Cana- 
da, for  high  treason,  has  been  received,  and  I have 
the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  in  reply,  the  copy  of 
a letter  addressed  to  a committee  of  citizens  ol 
Philadelphia,  in  answer  to  their  request  for  the  in- 
tervention of  this  department  in  behalf  of  the  same 
person. 

I am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Forsyth. 

Hon.  John  Norvell, 

Of  the  senate  of  the  United  States. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  April  23,  1838. 
Gentlemen:  Your  letter  of  the  22d  instant,  re- 
questing the  interposition  of  this  department,  in  be- 
half of  Dr.  Theller,  now  under  sentence  of  death 
at  Toronto,  in  Upper  Canada,  for  alleged  treason 
against  the  British  government,  has  just  been  re- 
ceived. I have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  in  reply, 
that  a special  agent  was  recently  despatched  to  Ca- 
nada, and  is,  probably,  now  there,  who  was  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  situation  of  all  persons  claim- 
ing to  be  American  citizens,  who  had  been  impri- 
soned by  the  local  authorities,  on  the  charge  of 
being  implicated  in  the  recent  disturbances  in  the 
British  provinces;  and,  it  is  presumed  that,  if  the 
case  of  Dr.  Theller  is  one  in  which  the  intervention 
of  his  good  offices  is  justifiable,  they  will,  without 
doubt,  be  exerted  in  his  favor. 

I am,  gentlemen. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

John  Forsyth. 

To  Messrs.  John  Oakford,  and  others,  committee, 
&c.  Philadelphia. 

New  mail  arrangement.  Mail  cars,  construct- 
ed under  the  directions  of  the  post  office  department, 
are  now  running  on  the  railroads  between  Washing- 
ton and  Philadelphia.  They  contain  two  apart- 


ments; one  appropriated  to  the  accommodation  of 
the  great  mails,  and  the  other  to  the  way  mails,  and 
a post  office  agent.  The  latter  apartment  is  fitted 
up  with  boxes,  labelled  with  the  names  of  all  the 
small  offices  on  or  near  the  railroad  lines.  It  has 
also  a letter-box  in  front,  into  which  letters  may  be 
put  up  to  the  moment  of  starting  the  cars,  and  any 
where, on  the  road. 

The  agent  of  the  post  office  department  attends 
the  mail  from  the  post  offices  at  the  ends  of  the 
route,  and  sees  it  safely  deposited  in  his  car.  As 
soon  as  the  cars  start,  he  opens  the  letter-box  and 
takes  out  all  the  letters,  marking  them  so  as  to  desig- 
nate the  place  where  they  are  put  in.  He  then 
opens  the  way  mail  bag,  and  distributes  its  contents 
into  the  several  boxes.  As  the  cars  approach  a post 
office,  the  agent  takes  out  the  contents  of  the  proper 
box  and  puts  them  into  a pouch.  The  engineer 
slackens  the  speed  of  the  train,  and  the  agent  hands 
the  pouch  to  the  postmaster,  or  carrier,  who  stands 
beside  the  trick  to  take  it,  receiving  from  him,  at  the 
same  time,  another  pouch,  with  the  matter  to  be 
sent  from  that  office.  This  the  agent  immediately 
opens,  and  distributes  its  contents  into  the  proper 
boxes.  Having  supplied  thus  all  the  way  offices,  the 
agent,  when  arrived  at  the  end  of  the  route,  sees  the 
mail  safely  delivered  into  the  post  office. 

The  mail  leaves  Washington  at  6 o’clock,  A.  M. 
All  letter-writers  should,  if  possible,  put  their  let- 
ters into  the  post  office  the  preceding  evening.  The 
letter  box  at  the  cars  will  not  be  open  until  after  5 
o’clock  in  the  morning.  It  is  not  a post  office;  and 
letters  will  not  be  received  at  it  while  the  post  office 
isopen.  Its  object  is  to  allow  all  persons,  until  the 
last  moment  before  departure,  to  send  letters  by 
mail,  even  although  the  mail  has  been  closed  at  the 
post  office,  and  even  placed  in  the  car. 

The  letter  box  will  be  open  after  the  mail  closes 
in  the  post  office  at  Baltimore,  and  all  the  interme- 
diate points.  Philadelphia  cannot  at  present  enjoy 
its  advantages  fully,  because  the  cars  do  not  run 
into  the  city. 

In  this  arrangement,  the  post  office  department 
has  sought  to  give  the  greatest  security  to  the  mails, 
and  to  afford  the  community  the  best  possible  ac- 
commodation. Well  executed,  the  plan  must  be 
almost  the  perfection  of  mail  arrangements.  It  is 
intended,  when  it  can  be  conveniently  done,  to  ex- 
tend a similar  arrangement  through  to  New  York. 

[Globe. 

Death  of  Mr.  Thornton.  Extract  from  a 
letter  received  at  the  department  of  state,  from  the 
consul  of  the  United  States  at  Lima: 

Consulate  of  the  United  States, 
Lima,  Jan.  29,  1838. 

Sir:  The  painful  duty  devolves  upon  me,  of  com- 
municating to  you  the  death  of  James  B.  Thornton, 
United  Slates  charge  d’alfaire?  to  Peru.  He  arrived 
at  Callao,  from  Valparaiso,  in  the  United  Slates  ship 
Falmouth,  capt.  McKeever,  on  the  22d  instant,  and 
expired  on  the  25th.  His  remains  w'ere  filtered  on 
the  2(ith  inst.  in  the  British  cemetery  at  Bella  Vista, 
with  all  the  honors  due  to  his  rank,  being  accompa- 
nied to  the  grave  by  a detachment  ot  the  United 
Stales,  British,  and  French  marines  and  sailors;  by 
the  officers  of  all  the  foreign  vessels  of  war  in  Cal- 
lao; by  the  members  of  the  diplomatic  corps;  by  offi- 
cers of  all  the  foreign  vessels  of  war  in  Cadao;  by 
the  members  of  the  diplomatic  corps;  by  officers 
delegated  for  that  purposes  by  the  supreme  govern- 
ment to  which  he  was  accredited,  and  by  a numer- 
ous concourse  of  his  fellow'-cilizens  and  foreigners 
resident  in  the  capital  and  Callao.  Minute  guns 
were  fired  from  the  Falmouth  during  the  procession, 
and  all  the  vessels  in  Callao  had  their  flags  at  half- 
mast  during  the  day  of  the  funeral.  * * 

Whig  national  convention.  It  having  been 
proposed  by  various  meetings  of  the  opponents  of 
the  present  administration,  in  different  parts  of  the 
United  States,  that  there  should  be  a general  meet- 
ing of  delegates  from  all  the  states,  for  the  purpose 
of  agreeing  on  and  recommending  suitable  persons 
as  candidates  for  the  offices  of  president  and  vice 
president  at  the  next  election;  and  a desire  having 
been  expressed  by  several  of  said  meetings  that  the 
time  and  place  for  holding  such  meeting  should  be 
fixed  by  the  opposition  members  of  congress,  those 
members  have  authorized  us  to  announce  that,  in 
compliance  with  what  thus  appears  to  be  the  general 
wish  they  have  met  and  consulted  on  the  subject, 
and,  alter  due  consideration  and  reflection,  they  are 
of  opinion  that  the  borough  of  Harrisburg,  in  the 
state  of  Pennsylvania,  is  a suitable  place,  and  the 
first  Wednesday  in  December,  1839,  a proper  time, 
for  holding  a general  meeting  for  the  purposes  above 
mentioned,  to  be  composed  of  delegates  from  all  the 
states,  in  proportion  to  their  representation  in  the 
two  houses  of  congress.  [National  Intelligencer. 
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NEW  YORK  BANK  LAW. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  business  of  bunking,  passed 
April  18,  1S33. 

The  people  of  the  state  of  New  York,  represent- 
ed in  senate  and  assembly,  do  enact  as  follows: 

Sec.  1.  The  comptroller  is  hereby  authorized  and 
reqoired  to  cause  to  be  engraved  and  printed  in  the 
best  manner,  to  guard  against  counterfeiting,  such 
quantity  of  circulating  notes,  in  the  similitude  of 
bank  notes  in  blank,  of  the  dill  -rent  denominations 
authorised  to  be  issued  by  the  incorporated  banks  ot 
this  state,  as  he  may  from  time  to  time  deem  neces- 
sary to  carry  into  eifect  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
and  of  such  form  as  he  may  prescribe.  Such  bank 
circulating  notes  shall  be  countersigned,  numbered, 
and  registered  in  proper  books  to  be  provided  and 
kept  lor  that  purpose  in  the  olfice  ol  the  said  comp- 
troller, under  his  direction,  by  such  person  or  per- 
sons as  the  said  comptroller  shall  appoint  lor  that 
purpose,  so  that  each  denomination  of  such  ciicula- 
ting  notes  shall  all  be  of  the  same  similitude  and 
beat  the  uniform  signature  of  such  register,  or  one 
of  such  registers. 

Sec.  2.  Whenever  any  person  or  association  of 
persons,  formed  for  the  purpose  of  banking,  under 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  legally  transfer  to  the 
comptroller  any  portion  of  the  public  debt  now 
created  or  hereafter  to  be  created  by  the  United 
Slates  or  by  this  state,  or  such  other  states  of  the 
United  States  as  shall  be  approved  by  the  comptrol- 
ler, such  person  or  association  of  persons  shall  be 
entitled  to  receive  from  the  compfrollei  an  equal 
amount  of  such  circulating  notes,  of  different  de- 
nominations, registered  and  countersigned  as  afore- 
said; but  such  public  debt  shall  in  all  cases  be,  or 
be  made  to  be,  equal  to  a stock  of  this  state  produ- 
cing five  per  cent,  per  annum;  and  it  shall  not  be 
lawful  for  the  comptroller  to  take  any  stock  at  any 
rate  above  its  par  value. 

Sec.  3 Such  person  or  association  of  persons 
are  hereby  authorized,  after  having  executed  and 
signed  such  circulating  notes  in  the  manner  required 
by  us,  to  make  them  obligatory  promissory  notes 
payable  on  demand,  at  the  place  of  business  within 
this  state  of  such  person  or  association,  to  loan  and 
circulate  the  same  as  money,  according  to  the  ordi- 
nary course  of  banking  business  as  regulated  in  the 
laws  and  usages  of  this  state. 

Sec.  4.  In  case  the  maker  or  makers  of  any  such 
circulating  notes,  countersigned  and  registered  as 
aforesaid,  shall  at  any  time  hereafter,  on  lawful  de- 
mand during  the  usual  hours  of  business  between 
'the  hours  of  ten  and  three  o’clock,  at  the  place 
where  such  note  is  payable,  fail  or  refuse  to  redeem 
such  note  in  the  lawful  money  of  the  United  States, 
the  holder  of  such  note  making  such  demand  may 
cause  the  same  to  be  protested  for  non-payment  by 
by  a notary  public,  under  his  seal  of  office  in  the 
usual  manner;  and  the  comptroller  on  receiving  and 
filing  in  his  office  such  protest,  shall  forthwith  give 
notice  in  writing  to  the  maker  or  makers  of  such 
note  to  pay  the  same;  and  if  he  or  they  shall  omit  to 
do  so  for  ten  days  after  such  notice,  the  comptroller 
shall  immediately  thereupon,  (unless  he  shall  be  sat- 
isfied that  there  is  a good  and  legal  defence  against 
the  payment  of  such  note  or  notes,)  give  notice  in 
the  state  papers  that  all  the  circulating  notes  issued 
by  such  person  or  association  will  be  redeemed  out 
of  the  trust  funds  in  his  hands  for  that  purpose;  and 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  comptroller  to  apply  the 
said  trust  funds  beginning  to  the  maker  or  makers  of 
such  protested  notes  to  the  payment  and  redemption 
of  such  notes,  with  costs  of  protest,  and  to  adopt 
such  measures  for  the  payment  of  all  such  circula- 
ting notes  put  in  circulation  by  the  maker  or  makers 
of  such  protested  notes,  pursuant  to  the  provisions 
ol  this  act,  it  will  in  his  opinion  most  effectually 
prevent  loss  to  the  holders  thereof. 

Sec.  5.  The  comptroller  may  give  to  any  person 
or  association  of  persons  so  transferring  stock  in 
pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  powers  of 
attorney  to  receive  interest  nr  dividends  thereon, 
which  such  persons  or  association  may  receive  and 
apply  lo  their  own  use;  but  such  powers  may  be 
invoked  upon  such  person  or  association  failing  to 
redeem  the  circulating  notes  so  issued,  or  whenever, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  comptroller,  the  principal  of 
such  stock  shall  become  an  insufficient  securi- 
ty; and  the  said  comptroller,  upon  the  application 
of  the  owner  or  owners  of  such  transferred  stock  in 
trust,  may,  in  his  discretion,  change  or  transfer  the 
same  for  other  stocks  of  the  kind  before  specified  in 
this  act,  or  may  re-transfer  the  said  stocks,  or  any 
part  thereof,  or  the  mortgages,  or  any  of  them  here- 
inalter  mentioned  and  provided  for,  upon  receiving 
and  cancelling  an  equal  amount  of  such  circulating 
notes  delivered  by  him  to  such  person  or  association, 
in  such  manner  that  the  circulating  notes  shall  al- 
ways be  secured  in  full,  either  by  stocks  or  by  stocks 
and  mortgages,  as  in  this  act  provided. 


Sec.  6.  The  bills  or  notes  so  to  be  countersigned, 
and  the  payment  of  which  shall  be  so  secured  by 
the  transfer  of  public  stocks,  shall  be  stamped  on 
their  face,  “Secured  by  the  pledge  of  public 
stocks.” 

Sec.  7.  Instead  of  transferring  public ‘tocks  as 
aforesaid  to  secure  the  whole  amount  of  such  bills 
or  notes,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  such  person  or  asso- 
ciation of  persons,  incase  they  shall  so  elect  belore 
receiving  any  of  the  said  bills  or  notes,  to  secure  the 
payment  of  one  half  of  the  whole  amount  so  to  be 
issued,  by  transferring  to  the  comptroller  bonds  and 
mortgages  upon  real  estate,  bearing  at  least  six  per 
cent,  interest  ot  this  state,  payable  annually  or  semi- 
annually; in  which  case  all  such  bills  or  notes  issued 
by  the  said  person  or  association  of  persons,  shall  be 
stamped  on  their  face,  “Secured  by  pledge  of  public 
stocks  and  real  estate.” 

Sec.  8.  Such  mortgages  shall  be  only  upon  im- 
proved, productive,  unincumbered  lands  within  this 
state,  worth,  independently  of  any  buildings  thereon, 
at  least  double  the  amount  for  which  they  shall  be  so 
mortgaged;  and  the  comptroller  shall  pn  scribe  such 
regulations  for  ascertaining  the  title  and  the  value  of 
such  lands  as  he  may  deem  necessary;  and  such 
mortgages  shall  be  payable  within  such  time  as  the 
comptroller  may  direct. 

Sec.  9.  The  comptroller  may,  in  his  discretion, 
resign  the  said  bonds  and  mortgages,  or  any  of  them, 
to  the  person  or  association  who  transferred  the 
same,  on  receiving  other  approved  bonds  and  mort- 
gages of  equal  amount:  and  when  any  sum  of  the 
principal  of  the  bonds  and  mortgages  transferred  to 
the  comptroller  shall  be  paid  to  him,  he  shall  notify 
the  person  or  association  that  transferred  the  bonds 
and  mortgages  of  such  payment,  and  may'  pay  the 
same  to  such  person  or  association  on  receiving 
other  approved  bonds  and  mortgages  of  equal 
amount. 

Sec.  10.  The  person  or  association  of  persons 
assigning  such  bonds  and  mortgages  to  the  comp- 
troller, may  receive  the  annual  interest  to  accrue 
thereon,  unless  default  shall  be  made  in  paying  the 
bills  or  notes  to  be  countersigned  as  aforesaid,  or 
unless  in  the  opinion  of  the  comptroller  the  bonds 
and  mortgages  or  stocks  so  pledged  shall  become  an 
insufficient  security  for  the  payment  of  such  bills  or 
notes. 

Sec.  11.  In  case  such  person  or  association  of 
persons  shall  fail  or  refuse  to  pay  such  bills  or  notes 
on  demand  in  the  manner  specified  in  the  fourth  sec- 
tion of  this  act,  the  comptroller,  after  the  ten  day’s 
notice  herein  mentioned,  may  proceed  to  sell  at  pub- 
lic auction  the  public  stocks  so  pledged  or  the  bonds 
and  mortgages  so  assigned,  or  any  or  either  of  them, 
and  out  of  the  proceeds  of  such  sale  shall  pay  and 
cancel  the  said  bills  or  notes,  default  in  paying  which 
shall  have  been  made  as  aforesaid;  but  nothing  in 
this  act  contained  shall  be  considered  as  implying 
any  pledge  on  the  part  of  the  state  for  the  payment 
of  said  bills  or  notes  beyond  the  proper  application 
of  the  securities  pledged  to  the  comptroller  for  their 
redemption. 

Sec.  12.  The  public  debt  and  bonds  and  mort- 
gages to  be  deposited  with  the  comptroller  by  such 
person  or  association,  shall  be  held  by'  him  exclu- 
sively for  the  redemption  of  the  bills  or  notes  of  such 
person  or  association  put  in  circulation  as  money, 
until  the  same  are  paid. 

Sec.  13.  The  plates,  dies  and  materials  to  be 
procured  by  the  comptroller,  for  the  printing  and 
making  of  the  circulating  notes  provided  for  hereby, 
will  all  remain  in  his  custody  and  under  his  direc- 
tion; and  the  expenses  necessarily  incurred  in  ex- 
ecuting the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  be  audited 
and  settled  by  the  comptroller,  and  paid  out  of  any 
moneys  in  the  treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated, 
and  tor  the  purpose  of  reimbursing  the  same,  the 
said  comptroller  is  hereby  authorized  and  required 
to  charge  against  and  receive  from  such  person  or 
association  applying  for  such  circulating  notes,  such 
rate  per  cent,  thereon  as  may  be  sufficient  for  that 
purpose,  and  as  may  be  just  and  reasonable. 

Sec.  14.  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  comptrol- 
ler, or  other  officer,  to  countersign  bills  or  notes  for 
any  person  or  association  of  persons,  to  an  amount 
in  the  agregate  exceeding  the  public  debt,  or  public 
debt  and  bonds  and  mortgages  at  their  value,  as  pro- 
vided in  the  second  section  of  this  act,  deposited 
with  the  comptroller  by  such  person  or  association; 
and  any  comptroller  or  other  officer  who  shall  vio- 
late the  provisions  of  this  section  shall,  upon  con- 
viction, be  adjudged  guilty  of  a misdemeanor,  and 
shall  be  punished  by  a fine  not  less  than  five  thou- 
sand dollars,  or  be  imprisoned  not  less  than  five 
years,  or  by  both  such  fine  and  imprisonment., 

Sec.  15  Any  number  of  persons  may  associate  to 
establish  offices  of  discount,  deposite  and  circula- 
tion, upon  the  terms  and  conditions,  and  subject  to 
the  liabilities  prescribed  in  this  act;  but  the  aggre- 
gate amount  of  the  capital  8 tock  of  any  such  asso- 


ciation shall  not  be  less  than  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars. 

Sec.  16.  Such  persons,  under  their  bands  and 
seals,  shall  make  a certificate  which  shall  specify: 

1.  The  name  assumed  to  distinguish  such  asso- 
ciation, and  to  be  used  in  its  dealings: 

2.  The  piace  where  the  operations  of  discount  and 
deposite  of  such  association  are  to  be  carried  on, 
designating  the  particular  city,  town,  or  village: 

3.  The  amount  of  the  capital  stock  of  such  asso- 
ciation, and  the  number  of  shares  into  which  the 
same  shall  be  divided: 

4.  The  names  and  places  of  residence  of  the 
shareholders,  and  the  number  of  shares  held  by  each 
ol  them  respectively: 

5.  The  period  at  which  such  association  shall  com- 
mence and  terminate;  which  certificate  shall  be  prov- 
ed or  acknowledged  and  recorded  in  the  office  of 
the  clerk  of  the  county  where  any  office  of  such  as- 
sociation shall  be  established,  and  a copy  thereof 
filed  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state. 

Sec.  17.  The  certificate  required  by  the  last  pre- 
ceding section  to  be  recorded  and  filed  in  the  offices 
ot  the  cleric  of  the  county  and  secretary  of  state  as 
aforesaid,  or  copies  thereof,  duly  certified  by  either 
of  those  officers,  may'  be  used  as  evidence  in  all 
courts  and  places  for  and  against  any  such  association. 

Sec.  18.  Such  association  shall  have  power  to 
carry  on  the  business  of  banking,  by  discounting 
bills,  notes  and  other  evidences  of  debt;  by  receiving 
deposites;  by  buying  and  selling  gold  and  silver  bul- 
lion; foreign  coins  ami  bills  of  exchange  in  the  man- 
ner specified  in  their  articles  of  association  for  the 
purposes  authorized  by  this  act;  by  loaning  money 
on  real  amt  personal  security;  and  by  exeicising  such 
incidental  powers  as  shall  be  necessary  to  carry  on 
such  business;  to  choose  one  of  Ihtir  number  as  presi- 
dent of  such  association,  and  to  appoint  a cashier, 
and  such  other  officers  and  agents  as  their  business 
may  reqeire,  and  to  remove  such  president,  cashier, 
officers, and  agents  at  pleasure,  and  appoint  others  in 
their  place. 

Sec.  19.  The  shares  of  said  association  shall  be 
deemed  personal  property,  and  shall  be  transferable 
on  the  books  of  the  association  in  such  manner  as 
may  be  agreed  on  in  the  articles  of  association:  and 
every  person  becoming  a shareholder  by  such  trans- 
fer, shall,  in  proportion  to  his  shares,  succeed  to  all 
the  rights  and  liabilities  of  prior  shareholders;  and 
no  change  shall  be  made  in  the  articles  of  associa- 
tion by  which  the  rights,  remedies  of  security  of  its 
existing  creditors  shall  be  weakened  or  impaired. 
Such  association  shall  not  be  dissolved  by  the  death 
or  insanity  of  any  of  the  stockholders  therein. 

Sec.  20.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  any  association  of 
persons  organized  under  this  act  by  their  articles  of 
association,  to  provide  lor  an  increase  of  their  cap- 
ital and  of  the  number  of  the  associates,  from  time 
to  time,  as  they  may  think  proper. 

Sec.  21.  Contracts  made  by  any  such  association, 
and  all  notes  and  bills  by  them  issued  and  put  in 
circulation  as  money,  shall  be  signed  by  the  presi- 
dent or  vice-president  and  the  cashier  thereof;  and 
all  suits,  actions  and  proceedings  brought  or  prose- 
cuted by  or  on  behalf  of  such  association,  may  be 
brought  or  prosecuted  in  the  name  of  the  president 
thereof;  and  no  such  suit,  action  or  proceeding  shall 
abate  by  reason  of  the  death,  resignation  or  removal 
from  office  of  such  president,  but  may  be  continued 
and  prosecuted  according  to  such  rules  as  the  courts 
of  law'  or  equity  may  direct,  in  the  name  of  his  suc- 
cessor in  office,  who  shall  exeicise  the  powers,  en- 
joy the  rights,  and  discharge  the  duties  of  his  pre- 
decessor. 

Sec.  22.  All  persons  having  demands  against  any 
such  association,  may  maintain  actions  against  the 
president  thereof;  which  suits  or  actions  shall  not 
abate  by  ieasonof  the  death,  resignation  or  removal 
from  office  of  such  president,  but  may  be  continued 
and  prosecuted  to  judgment  against  his  successor; 
and  all  judgments  and  decrees  obtained  or  rendered 
against  such  president  for  any  debt  or  liability  of 
such  association,  shall  be  enforced  only  against  the 
joint  property  of  the  association,  and  w'hich  properly 
shall  be  liable  to  be  taken  and  sold  by  execution  un- 
der any  such  judgment  or  decree. 

See.  23.  No  shareholder  of  any  such  association 
shall  be  liable  in  his  individual  capacity  for  any  con- 
tract, debt  or  engagement  of  such  association,  un- 
less the  articles  of  such  association  by  him  signed 
shall  have  declared  that  the  shareholder  shall  be  so 
liable. 

Sec.  24.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  such  association  to 
purchase,  hold  and  convey  real  estate  for  the  follow- 
ing purposes: 

1.  Such  as  shall  be  necessary  for  its  immediate  ac- 
commodation in  the  convenient  transaction  of  its 
business;  or, 

2.  Such  as  shall  be  mortgaged  to  it  in  good  faith, 
by  way  of  security  for  loans  made  by,  or  moneys  due, 
to  such  association;  or 
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3.  Such  as  shall  be  conveyed  to  it  in  satisfaction 
of  debts  previously  contracted  in  the  course  of  its 
dealings;  or, 

4.  Such  as  it  shall  purchase  at  sales  under  judg- 
ments, decrees  or  mortgages  held  by  such  associa- 
tion. 

The  said  association  shall  not  purchase,  hold  or 
convey  real  estate  in  any  other  case,  or  for  any  other 
purpose;  and  all  conveyances  of  such  real  estate 
shall  be  made  to  the  president,  or  such  other  officer 
as  shall  be  indicated  for  that  purpose  in  the  articles 
of  association;  and  which  president  or  officer,  and 
his  successors,  from  time  to  time  may  sell,  assign 
and  convey  the  same,  free  from  any  claims  thereon, 
against  any  of  the  shareholders,  or  any  person  claim- 
ing under  them. 

Sec.  25.  Upon  the  application  of  creditors  or 
shareholders  of  any  such  association,  whose  debts  or 
shares  shall  amount  to  one  thousand  dollars,  and 
stating  facts,  verified  by  affidavit,  the  chancellor  may, 
in  his  discretion,  order  a strict  examination  to  be 
made  by  one  of  the  masters  of  his  court,  of  all  the 
affairs  of  such  association,  for  the  purpose  of  ascer- 
taining the  safety  of  its  investments,  and  the  produce 
of  its  management;  and  the  result  of  every  such  ex- 
amination, together  with  the  opinion  of  the  master 
and  of  the  chancellor  thereon,  shall  be  published  in 
such  manner  as  the  chancellor  shall  direct,  who 
shall  make  such  order  in  respect  to  the  expenses 
of  such  examination  and  publication  as  he  may  deem 
proper. 

Sec.  26.  Such  association  shall,  on  the  first  Mon- 
days of  January  and  July  in  every  year  after  having 
commenced  the  business  of  banking  as  prescribed 
by  this  act,  make  out  and  transmit  to  the  comptroller, 
in  the  form  to  be  provided  by  him,  a full  statement  of 
the  affairs  of  the  association,  verified  by  the  oaths 
of  the  president  or  cashier,  which  statement  shall 
contain, 

1.  The  amount  of  the  capital  stock  paid  in  ac- 
cording to  the  provisions  of  this  act  or  secured  to  be 
paid: 

2.  The  value  of  the  real  estate  of  the  association; 
specifying  what  portion  is  occupied  by  the  associa- 
tion as  necessary  to  the  transaction  of  its  business: 

3.  The  shares  of  stock  held  by  such  association, 
whether  absolutely  or  as  collateral  security;  specify- 
ing each  kind  and  description  of  stock,  and  the  num- 
ber and  value  of  the  shares  of  each: 

4.  The  amount  of  debts  due  to  the  association; 
specifying  such  as  are  due  from  moneyed  or  other 
corporations  or  associations;  and  also  specifying  the 
amount  secured  by  bond  and  mortgage  of  judgment; 
and  the  amount  which  ought  to  be  included  in  the 
computation  of  losses: 

5.  The  amount  of  debts  due  by  such  association; 
specifying  such  as  are  payable  on  demand,  and  such 
as  are  due  to  moneyed  or  other  corporations  or  as- 
sociations: 

6.  The  amount  of  claims  against  the  association 
not  acknowledged  by  it  as  debts: 

7.  The  amount  of  notes,  bills,  or  other  evidences 
of  debt  issued  by  such  association: 

8.  The  amount  of  the  losses  of  the  association; 
specifying  whether  charged  on  its  capital  or  profits, 
since  its  last  preceding  statement,  and  of  its  divi- 
dends declared  and  made  during  the  same  period: 

9.  The  average  amount  in  each  month  during  the 
preceding  six  months  of  the  debts  due  to  and  from 
the  association;  the  average  amount  of  specie  pos- 
sessed by  the  same  during  each  month,  and  the 
amount  of  bills  and  notes  issued  by  such  associa- 
tion and  put  in  circulation  as  money,  and  outstanding 
against  the  association,  on  the  first  day  of  each  of 
the  preceding  six  months: 

10.  The  average  amount  in  each  month  during 
the  preceding  six  months  due  to  the  association,  from 
all  the  shareholders  in  the  association,  also  the  great- 
est amount  due  to  the  association  in  each  of  the  said 
preceding  six  months,  from  all  the  shareholders  in 
such  association: 

11.  The  amount  which  the  capital  of  the  said  as- 
sociation has  been  increased  during  the  preceding 
six  months,  if  there  shall  have  been  any  increase  of 
the  said  capital;  and  the  names  of  any  persons  who 
may  have  become  parties  to  the  said  articles  of  as- 
sociation, or  may  have  withdrawn  therefrom  since 
their  last  report. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  comptroller  to  cause 
the  statement  required  to  be  made  by  this  section  to 
be  published  in  a newspaper  printed  in  the  county 
where  the  place  of  business  of  such  association  is 
situated,  and  in  the  stale  paper;  the  expense  of  which 
shall  be  paid  by  such  association. 

Sec.  27.  If  such  association  shall  neglect  to  make 
out  and  transmit  the  statement  required  in  the  last 
preceding  section,  for  one  month  beyond  the  period 
when  the  same  is  required  to  be  made,  or  shall  vio- 
late any  of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  such  associa- 
tion may  be  proceeded  against  and  dissolved  by  the 
court  of  chancery,  in  the  same  manner  as  any 


moneyed  corporation  may  be  proceeded  against  and 
dissolved. 

Sec.  28.  If  any  portion  of  the  original  capital  of 
any  such  association  shall  be  withdrawn  for  any  pur- 
pose whatever,  whilst  any  debts  of  the  association 
remain  unsatisfied,  no  dividends  or  profits  on  the 
shares  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  association  shall 
thereafter  be  made,  until  the  deficit  of  capital  shall 
have  been  made  good,  either  by  subscription  of  the 
shareholders,  or  out  of  the  subsequently  accruing  pro- 
fits of  the  association;  and  if  it  shall  appear  that  any 
such  dividends  have  been  made,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  chancellor  to  make  the  necessary  orders  and  de- 
crees for  closing  the  affairs  of  the  association,  and 
distributing  its  property  and  effects  among  its  credi- 
tors and  shareholders. 

Sec.  29.  Such  association  shall  be  liable  to  pay 
the  holder  of  every  bill  or  note  put  in  circulation  as 
money,the  payment  of  which  shall  have  been  demand- 
ed and  refused,  damages  tor  non-payment  thereof, 
in  lieu  of  interest,  at  and  after  the  rate  of  fourleen 
per  cent,  per  annum,  from  the  time  of  such  refusal 
until  the  payment  of  such  evidence  of  debt,  and  the 
damages  thereon. 

Sec.  30.  The  president  and  cashier  of  every  as- 
sociation formed  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  shall  at  all  times  keep  a true  and  correct  list  of 
the  names  of  the  shareholders  of  such  association, 
and  shall  file  a copy  of  such  list  in  the  office  of  the 
clerk  of  the  county  where  any  office  of  such  asso- 
ciation may  be  located,  and  also  in  the  office  of  the 
comptroller,  on  the  first  Mondays  of  January  and 
July  in  every  year. 

Sec.  31.  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  associa- 
tion formed  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  to  make 
any  of  its  bills  or  notes  of  a denomination  less  than 
one  thousand  dollars,  to  be  put  in  circulation  as 
money,  payable  at  any  other  place  than  at  the  office 
where  the  business  of  the  association  is  carried  on 
and  conducted. 

Sec.  32.  The  legislature  may  at  any  time  alter 
or  repeal  this  act. 

Sec.  33.  No  association  of  persons  authorized  to 
carry  on  the  business  of  banking  under  this  act, 
shall  at  any  time,  for  the  space  of  twenty  days,  have 
on  hand  at  their  place  of  business,  less  than  twelve 
and  a half  per  cent,  in  specie  on  the  amount  of  the 
bills  or  notes  in  circulation  as  money. 

State  of  New  York,  > This  bill  having  been  ap- 

secrctary’s  office.  5 proved  and  signed  by  the  go- 
vernor of  this  state  on  the  18th  day  of  April,  1838, 

I do  hereby  certify  that  the  same  became  a law  on 
that  day. 

John  A.  Dix,  secretary  of  slate. 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  CALHOUN,  OF  S.  C, 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Clay  on  the  sub-treasury  bill.  Delivered  in 

the  senate  of  the  United  States,  March  10,  1838. 

I rise  to  fulfil  a promise  I made  some  time  since  to 
notice  at  my  leisure  the  reply  of  the  senator  from  Ken- 
tucky farthest  from  me  (Mr.  Clay)  to  my  remarks,  when 
I first  addressed  the  senate  on  the  subject  now  under 
discussion. 

On  comparing  with  care  the  reply  vvith  the  remarks, 
I am  at  a loss  to  determine  whelher  it  is  the  most  re- 
markable for  its  omissions  or  misstatements.  Instead 
of  leaving  not  a hair  in  the  head  of  my  arguments,  as 
the  senator  threatened,  (to  use  his  not  very  dignified  ex- 
pression,) he  has  not  even  attempted  to  answer  a large, 
and  not  the  least  weighty  portion:  and  of  that  which  Tie 
has,  there  is  not  one  fairly  stated  or  fairly  answered.  I 
speak  literally,  and  without  exaggeration;  nor  would  it 
be  difficult  to  establish  to  the  letter  what  I assert,  if  I 
could  reconcile  it  to  myself  to  consume  the  time  of  the 
senate  in  establishing  a long  series  of  negative  proposi- 
tions, in  which  they  could  take  but  little  interest,  how- 
ever important  they  may  be  regarded  bv  the  senator 
and  myself.  To  avoid  so  idle  a consumption  of  the 
time,  I propose  to  present  a few  instances  of  his  mis- 
statements, from  which  the  rest  may  be  inferred;  and, 
■that  I may  not  be  suspected  of  having  selected  them,  I 
shall  take  them  in  the  order  in  which  they  stand  in  his 
reply. 

The  senate  will  recollect,  that  when  the  senator  from 
Virginia  farthest  from  me  (Mr.  Rives)  introduced  his 
substitute,  he  accompanied  it  with  the  remark,  that  it 
was  his  first  choice,  and  the  second  choice  of  those  who 
are  allied  with  him  on  this  occasion.  In  noticing  this  re- 
mark, I stated,  that  if  I might  judge  from  appearances, 
which  could  scarcely  deceive  one,  the  senator  might  have 
said,  not  only  the  second  but,  under  existing  circumstan- 
ces, it  was  their  first  choice,  and  that,  despairing  of  a bank 
for  the  present,  they  would  support  his  substitute.  Assu  m- 
ing this  inference  to  be  correct,  I stated  that  the  question 
was  narrowed  down,  in  fact,  to  the  bill  and  substitute, 
of  which  one  or  the  other  must  be  selected.  The  sen- 
ator from  Kentucky,  in  his  reply,  omitted  all  these  qual- 
ifications, and  represented  me  as  making  the  absolute 
assertion  that,  in  the  nature  of  the  case,  there  was  no 
other  alternative  but  the  bill  or  the  substitute,  and  then 
gravely  pointed  out  two  others;  to  do  nothing,  or  adopt 
a national  bank,  as  if  I could  possibly  be  ignorant  of 
what  was  so  obvious.  After  he  had  thus  replied,  not  to 
what  I really  said,  but  his  own  misstatement  of  it,  as  if 
to  make  compensation,  he  proceeded  in  the  same 


breath  to  confirm  the  truth  of  what  I did  say  by  giving 
his  support  to  the  substitute,  which  he  called  a half 
way  house,  where  he  could  spend  some  pleasant  hours. 
Nothing  is  more  easy  than  to  win  such  victories. 

Having  inferred,  as  has  turned  out  to  be  the  fact,  that 
there  was  no  other  alternative  at  present  but  the  bill 
and  substitute,  I next  showed  the  embarrassment  to 
which  the  gentlemen  opposite  to  me  would  be  involved 
from  having,  four  years  ago,  on  the  question  of  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposites,  denounced  a league  of  state 
banks,  similar  to  that  proposed  to  be  revived  by  the 
substitute.  After  enlarging  on  this  point,  I remarked 
that,  if  I might  be  permitted  to  state  my  opinion,  the 
gentlemen  bad  taken  a course  unfortunate  for  them- 
selves and  the  country — unfortunate  for  them,  for  let 
what  would  come  they  would  be  responsible.  If  the 
bill  was  lost,  theirs  would  be  the  responsibility;  if  the 
substitute  was  carried,  on  them  the  responsibility  would 
fall;  and,  if  nothing  was  done,  they  would  be  held  re- 
sponsible; and,  unfortunate  for  the  country,  because  it 
had  prevented  the  decision  of  the  question  at  the  extra 
session,  which  could  not  have  failed  to  put  an  early  ter- 
mination to  the  present  commercial  and  pecuniary  em- 
barrassment. This  the  senator,  in  his  reply,  met  by 
stating  that  I had  called  on  him  and  his  friends  to  fol- 
low my  lead;  and  thus  regarding  it,  he  made  it  the  pre- 
text of  some  ill-natured  personal  remarks,  which  I shall 
notice  hereafter.  1 never  dreamed  of  making  such  a 
call;  and  what  I said  cannot  be  tortured,  by  the  force 
of  construction,  to  bear  a meaning  having  the  least 
semblance  to  it. 

After  making  these  preliminary  remarks,  I took  up 
the  substitute,  and  showed  that  it  proposed  to  make  a 
bargain  with  the  banks.  I then  stated  the  particulars 
and  the  conditions  of  the  proposed  bargain;  that  its 
object  was  to  enable  the  banks  to  pay  their  debts,  and 
for  that  purpose  it  proposed  to  confer  important  privi- 
leges; to  give  them  the  use  of  the  public  funds  from  the 
time  of  aeposite  to  disbursement,  and  to  have  their 
notes  received  as  cash  in  the  dues  of  the  government. 
I then  asked,  if  we  had  a right  to  make  such  a bargain? 
The  senator,  leaving  out  all  of  these  particulars,  repre- 
sented me  as  saying  that  the  government  had  no  right 
to  make  a bargain  with  the  banks;  and  then  under- 
takes to  involve  me  in  an  inconsistency,  in  supporting 
the  bill,  because  it  proposes  to  bargain  with  the  banks 
for  the  use  of  their  vaults,  as  a place  of  safe-keeping  for 
the  public  money,  as  if  there  was  a possible  analogy 
between  the  two  cases.  Nothing  is  more  easy  than  to 
refute  the  most  demonstrative  argument  in  this  way. 
Drop  an  essential  part  of  the  premises,  and  the  most 
irresistible  conclusion,  of  course,  fails. 

In  the  same  summary  and  easy  mode  of  replying  to 
my  argument,  the  senator  perverted  my  denial  that  the 
government  had  a right  to  receive  bank  notes  as  cash, 
into  the  assertion  that  it  had  no  right  to  receive  any 
thing  but  cash;  and  then  accuses  me  with  inconsisten- 
cy, because  I voted,  at  the  extra  session,  for  the  bill  au- 
thorising the  receipt  of  treasury  notes  in  the  dues  of  the 
government;  as  if  any  one  ever  doubted  that  it  could 
receive  its  own  paper,  or  securities,  in  payment  of  its 
debts.  Such  are  the  misstatements  of  the  senator  ta- 
ken in  their  regular  order,  as  they  stand  in  his  reply,  and 
they  present  a fair  specimen  of  what  he  chooses  to  con- 
sider an  answer  to  my  argument.  There  is  not  one  less 
unfairly  stated,  or  unfairly  met,  than  the  instances  I 
have  cited. 

The  senator  presented  two  difficulties  in  reply  to 
what  I said  against  receiving  bank  notes  by  the  govern- 
ment, which  demand  a passing  notice  before  I dismiss 
this  part  of  the  subject.  He  objected,  first,  that  it  was 
contrary  to  the  provision  of  the  bill  itself,  which  autho- 
rizes the  receipts  of  the  notes  of  specie-paying  banks 
for  a limited  time.  To  answer  this  objection,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  advert  to  the  object  of  the  provision.  By 
the  provisions  of  the  joint  resolutions  of  1816,  the  notes 
of  specie  paying  banks  are  made  receivable  in  the  dues 
of  the  government;  and,  of  course,  on  the  rc  tumption 
of  specie  payments,  bank  notes  would  again  be  receiv- 
ed by  the  government  as  heretofore,  without  limitation 
as  to  time,  unless  some  provision  be  adopted  to  prevent 
it.  In  a word,  the  government,  though  separated  in 
fact  at  present  from  the  banks,  is  not  legally  separated; 
and  the  object  of  the  provision  is  to  effect  the  separa- 
tion as  well  in  law  as  it  is  in  fact.  This  it  proposes  to 
do  by  a gradual  repeal  of  the  joint  resolution  of  1816, 
in  order  to  prevent,  as  far  as  possible,  any  injurious  ef- 
fects to  the  community  or  the  banks.  The  senator,  in 
mailing  his  objection,  overlooks  the  broad  distinction 
between  the  doing  and  undoing  of  an  unconstitutional 
act.  There  are  some  unconstitutional  acts  that  are  dif- 
ficult, if  not  impossible,  to  be  undone;  such,  for  instance, 
as  the  admission  of  Louisiana  into  the  union,  admitting 
it  to  be  unconstitutional,  which  I do  not.  There  are 
others  which  cannot  be  undone  suddenly,  without  wide- 
spread distress  and  ruin;  such  as  the  protective  tariff, 
which,  accordingly,  the  compromise  act  allowed  up- 
wards of  eight  years  for  the  gradual  repeal.  Such  also 
is  the  case  under  consideration,  which,  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  bill,  would  be  effected  in  seven  years. 
In  all  such  cases  I hold  it  to  be  not  only  clearly  consti- 
tutional for  congress  to  make  a gradual  repeal,  but  its 
duty  to  do  so;  otherwise  it  would  be  often  impossible  to 

fet  clear  of  an  unconstitutional  act  short  of  revolution. 

lis  next  objection  was,  that  the  reasons  which  would 
make  the  receipt  of  bank  notes  unconstitutional,  would 
also  make  the  China  trade  so,  which  he  represented  as 
absorbing  a large  portion  of  the  specie  of  the  country. 
There  is  no  analogy  whatever  between  the  two  cases. 
The  very  object  of  specie  is  to  carry  on  trade,  and  it 
would  be  idle  to  attempt  to  regulate  the  distnbution  and 
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fluctuation  which  result  from  its  operation.  Experi- 
ence proves  that  all  attempts  of  the  kind  must  either 
prove  abortive  or  mischievous.  In  fact,  it  may  be  laid 
down  as  a 'aw,  that  the  more  universal  the  demand  for 
specie,  and  the  less  that  demand  is  interrupted,  the 
more  steady  and  uniform  its  value,  and  the  more  per- 
fectly, of  course,  it  fulfils  the  great  purpose  of  circula- 
tion, tor  which  it  was  intended.  There  are,  however, 
not  a few  who,  taking  a different  view,  have  thought  it 
to  be  the  duty  of  the  government  to  prohibit  the  expor- 
tation of  specie  to  China,  on  the  very  ground  which 
the  senator  assumes,  and  I am  not  certain  but  that  he 
himself  has  been  in  favor  of  the  measure. 

But  the  senator  did  not  restrict  himself  to  a reply  to 
my  arguments.  He  introduced  personal  remarks,  which 
neither  self-respect,  nor  a regard  to  the  cause  I support, 
will  permit  me  to  pass  without  notice,  as  adverse  as  I 
am  to  all  personal  controversies.  Not  only  my  educa- 
tion and  disposition,  but,  above  all,  my  conception  of 
the  duties  belonging  to  the  station  I occupy,  indisposes 
me  to  such  controversies.  We  are  sent  here,  not  to 
wrangle,  or  indulge  in  personal  abuse,  but  to  deliber- 
ate and  decide  on  the  common  interests  of  the  states  of 
this  union,  as  far  as  they  have  been  subjected  by  the 
constitution  to  our  jurisdiction.  Thus  thinking  and 
feeling,  and  having  perfect  confidence  in  the  cause  I 
support,  l addressed  myself,  when  I was  last  up,  direct- 
ly and  exclusively  to  the  understanding,  carefully  avoid- 
ing every  remark  which  had  the  least  personal  or  party 
bearing.  In  proof  of  this,  I appeal  to  you,  senators,  my 
witnesses  and  judges  on  this  occasion.  But  it  seems 
that  no  caution  on  my  part  could  prevent  what  I was 
so  anxious  to  avoid.  The  senator,  having  no  pretext 
to  give  a personal  direction  to  the  discussion,  made  a 
premeditated  and  gratuitous  attack  on  me.  I say  hav- 
ing no  pretext,  for  there  ismot  a shadow  of  foundation 
for  the  assertion  that  I called  on  him  and  his  party  to 
follow  my  lead,  at  which  he  seemed  to  take  offence,  as 
I have  already  shown.  I made  no  such  call,  or  any 
thing  that  could  be  construed  into  it.  It  would  have 
been  impertinent,  in  the  relation  between  myself  and 
his  party,  at  any  stage  of  this  question;  and  absurd  at 
that  late  period,  when  every  senator  had  made  up  his 
mind.  As  there  was,  then,  neither  provocation  nor 
pretext,  what  could  be  the  motive  of  the  senator  in 
making  the  attack?  It  could  not  be  to  indulge  in  the 
pleasure  of  personal  abuse,  the  lowest  and  basest  of  all 
our  passions,  and  which  is  so  far  beneath  the  dignity 
of  the  senator’s  character  and  station.  Nor  could  it  be 
with  the  view  to  intimidation.  The  senator  knows  me 
too  long  and  too  well  to  make  such  an  attempt.  I am 
sent  here  by  constituents  as  respectable  as  those  he  re- 
presents, in  order  to  watch  over  their  peculiar  interests, 
and  take  care  of  the  general  concern;  and  if  I were 
capable  of  being  deferred  by  any  one,  or  any  conse- 
quence, in  discharging  my  duty,  from  denouncing  what 
I regarded  as  dangerous  or  corrupt,  or  giving  a decided 
and  zealous  support  to  what  I thought  right  and  expe- 
dient, I would,  in  shame  and  confusion,  return  my 
commission  to  the  patriotic  and  gallant  state  I repre- 
sent, to  be  placed  in  more  resolute  and  trustworthy 
hands. 

If,  then,  neither  the  one  nor  the  other  of  these  be  the 
motive,  what,  I again  repeat,  can  it  be?  In  casting  my 
eyes  over  the  whole  surface,  I can  see  but  one,  which 
is,  that  the  senator,  despairing  of  the  sufficiency  of  his 
reply  to  overthrow  rnv  arguments,  had  resorted  to  per- 
sonalities, in  the  hope,  with  their  aid,  to  effect  what  he 
could  not  accomplish  by  main  strength.  He  well 
knows  that  the  force  of  an  argument  on  moral  or  poli- 
tical subjects  depends  greatly  on  the  character  of  him 
who  advanced  it,  and  that  to  cast  suspicion  on  his  sin- 
cerity or  motive,  or  to  shake  confidence  in  his  under- 
standing, is  often  the  most  effectual  mode  to  destroy  its 
force.  Thus  viewed,  his  personalities  may  be  fairly  re- 
garded as  constituting  a part  of  his  reply  to  my  argu- 
ment; and  we,  accordingly,  find  the  senator  throwing 
them  in  front,  like  a skilful  general,  in  order  to  weaken 
my  arguments  before  he  brought  on  his  main  attack. 
In  repelling,  then,  his  personal  attacks,  I also  defend 
the  cause  which  I advocate.  It  is  against  that  his 
blows  are  aimed,  and  he  strikes  at  it  through  me,  be- 
cause he  believes  his  blows  will  be  the  more  effectual. 

Having  given  this  direction  to  his  reply,  he  has  im- 
posed on  me  a double  duty  to  repel  his  attacks:  duty  to 
myself  and  the  cause  I support.  I shall  not  decline  its 
erformance;  and  when  it  is  discharged,  I trust  I shall 
ave  placed  my  character  as  far  beyond  the  darts  which 
he  has  hurled  at  it,  as  my  arguments  have  proved  to  be 
above  his  abilities  to  reply  to  them.  In  doing  this,  I 
shall  be  compelled  to  speak  of  myself.  No  one  can  be 
more  sensible,  than  I am,  how  odious  it  is  to  speak  of 
one’s  self.  I shall  endeavor  to  confine  myself  within 
the  limits  of  the  strictest  propriety;  but  if  any  thing 
should  escape  me  that  may  wound  the  most  delicate 
ear,  the  odium  ought  in  justice  to  fall  not  on  me,  but 
the  senator  who„by  his  unprovoked  and  wanton  attack, 
has  imposed  on  me  the  painful  necessity  of  speaking  of 
myself. 

The  leading  charge  of  the  senator — that  on  which  all 
others  depend,  and  which,  being  overthrown,  they  fall 
to  the  ground— is  that  I have  gone  over;  have  left  his 
side,  and  joined  the  other.  By  this  vague  and  indefi- 
nite expression,  I presume  he  meant  to  imply  that  Iliad 
either  changed  my  opinion,  or  abandoned  my  princi- 
ple, or  deserted  my  party.  If  he  did  not  mean  one,  or 
all;  if  I have  changed  neither  opinions,  principles,  nor 
party,  tjien  the  charge  meant  nothing  deserving  notice. 
But  if  he  intended  to  imply,  what  I have  presumed  he 
did,  I take  issue  on  the  fact — I meet  and  repel  the 
pfwge-  It  happened  fortunately  for  me,  fortunately 


for  the  cause  of  truth  and  justice,  that  it  was  not  the 
first  time  that  I had  offered  my  sentiments  on  the  ques- 
tion now  under  consideration.  There  is  scarcely  a 
single  point  in  the  present  issue  on  which  I did  not  ex- 
plicitly express  my  opinion,  four  years  ago,  in  my  place 
here,  when  the  removal  of  the  deposites  and  the  ques- 
tions connected  with  it  were  under  discussion — so  ex- 
plicitly as  to  repel  effectually  the  charge  of  any  change 
on  my  part,  and  to  make  it  impossible  for  me  to  pursue 
any  other  course  than  I have  without  involving  myself 
in  gross  inconsistency.  I intend  not  to  leave  so  impor- 
tant a point  to  rest  on  my  bare  assertion.  What  I as- 
sert stands  on  record,  which  I now  hold  in  my  posses- 
sion, and  intend,  at  the  proper  time,  to  introduce  and 
read.  But,  before  I do  that,  it  will  be  proper  I should 
state  the  questions  now  at  issue,  and  my  course  in  re- 
lation to  them,  so  tha',  having  a clear  and  distinct  per- 
ception of  them,  you  may,  senators,  readily  and  satis- 
factorily compare  and  determine  whether  my  course  on 
the  present  occasion  coincides  with  the  opinions  I then 
expressed. 

There  are  three  questions,  as  is  agreed  by  all,  involv- 
ed in  the  present  issue.  Shall  we  separate  the  govern- 
ment from  the  banks,  or  shall  we  revive  the  league  of 
state  banks,  or  create  a national  bank?  My  opinion 
and  course  in  reference  to  each  are  well  known.  I 
prefer  the  separation  to  either  of  the  others;  and,  as  be- 
tween the  other  two,  I regard  a national  bank  as  a 
more  efficient  and  a iess  corrupting  fiscal  agent  than  a 
league  of  state  banks.  It  is  also  well  known  that  I 
have  expressed  myself  on  the  present  occasion  hostile 
to  the  banking  system,  as  it  exists,  and  against  the  con- 
stitutional power  of  making  a bank,  unless  on  the  as- 
sumption that  we  have  the  right  to  receive  and  treat 
bank  notes  as  cash  in  our  fiscal  operations,  which  I, 
for  the  first  time,  have  denied  on  the  present  occasion. 
Now,  I entertained  and  expressed  all  these  opinions, 
on  a different  occasion,  lour  years  ago,  except  the  right 
of  receiving  bank  notes,  in  regard  to  which  I then  re- 
served my  opinion;  and  if  all  this  should  be  fully  and 
clearly  established  by  the  record,  from  speeches  deli- 
vered and  published  at  the  time,  the  charge  of  the  sena- 
tor must,  in  the  opinion  of  all,  however  prejudiced,  sink 
to  the  ground.  I am  now  prepared  to  introduce,  and 
have  the  record  read.  I delivered  two  speeches  in  the 
session  of  1833-’31,  one  on  the  removal  of  the  deposites, 
and  the  other  on  the  question  of  the  renewal  of  the 
charter  of  the  late  bank.  I ask  the  secretary  to  turn  to 
the  volume  lying  before  him,  and  read  the  three  para- 
graphs marked  in  my  speech  on  the  deposites.  I will 
thank  him  to  raise  his  voice,  and  read  slowly,  so  that 
he  may  be  distinctly  heard,  and  I must  ask  you,  sena- 
tors, to  give  your  attentive  hearing,  for  on  the  coinci- 
dence between  my  opinions  then  and  my  course  now 
my  vindication  against  this  unprovoked  and  ground- 
less charge  rests. 

“If  (said  Mr.  C.)  this  was  a question  of  bank  or  no 
bank;  if  it  involved  the  existence  of  the  banking  sys- 
tem, it  would  indeed  be  a great  question— one  of  the 
first  magnitude;  and,  with  my  present  impression,  long 
entertained,  and  daily  increasing,  I would  hesitate,  long 
hesitate,  before  I would  be  found  under  the  banner  of 
the  system.  I have  great  doubts  (if  doubts  they  may 
be  called)  as  to  the  soundness  and  tendency  of  the 
whole  system,  in  all  its  modifications.  I have  great  fears 
that  it  will  be  found  hostile  to  liberty  and  the  advance 
of  civilization;  fatally  hostile  to  liberty  in  our  country, 
where  the  system  exists  in  its  worst  and  most  danger- 
ous form.  Of  all  institutions  affecting  the  great  ques- 
'lion  of  the  distribution  of  wealth;  a question  least  ex- 
plored, and  the  most  impoya.nt  of  any  in  the  whole 
range  of  political  economy;  the  banking  institut.on  has, 
if  not  the  greatest,  among  the  greatest,  and,  I fear, 
most  pernicious,  influence  on  the  mode  of  distribution. 
Were  the  question  really  before  us,  I would  not  shun 
the  responsibility,  great  as  it  might  be,  of  freely  and 
fully  offering  my  sentiments  on  these  deeply  important 
points;  but,  as  it  is,  I must  content  myself  with  the  few 
remarks  which  1 have  thrown  out. 

“ What,  then,  is  the  real  question  which  now  agitates 
the  country?  I answer,  it  is  a struggle  between  the  ex- 
ecutive and  legislative  departments  of  the  government; 
a struggle,  not  in  relation  to  the  existence  of  the  bank, 
but  which,  congress  or  the  president,  should  have  the 
power  to  create  a bank,  and  the  consequent  control 
over  the  currency  of  the  country.  This  is  the  real 
question.  Let  us  not  deceive  ourselves.  This  league, 
this  association  of  banks,  created  by  the  executive, 
bound  together  by  its  influence,  united  in  common  ar- 
ticles of  association,  vivified  and  sustained  by  receiv- 
ing the  deposites  of  the  public  money,  and  having  their 
notes  converted,  by  being  received  every  where  by  the 
treasury,  into  the  common  currency  of  the  country,  is, 
to  all  intents  and  purposes,  a bank  of  United  States, 
the  executive  bank  of  the  United  States,  as  distinguish- 
ed from  that  of  congress. 

“However  it  might  fail  to  perform  satisfactorily  the 
useful  functions  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  as 
incorporated  by  law,  it  would  outstrip  it,  far  outstrip 
it.  in  all  its  dangerous  qualities,  in  extending  the  power, 
the  influence,  and  the  corruption  of  the  government. 
It  was  impossible  <o  conceive  any  institution  more  ad- 
mirably calculated  to  advance  these  objects.  Not  only 
the  selected  banks,  but  the  whole  banking  institutions 
of  the  country,  and  with  them  the  entire  money  power, 
for  the  purpose  ofspeculation,  peculation  and  corruption, 
would  be  placed  under  the  control  of  the  executive.  A 
system  of  menaces  and  promises  will  be  established:  of 
menaces  to  the  banks  in  possession  of  the  deposites,  but 
which  might  not  be  entirely  subservient  to  executive 
views;  and  of  promises  of  future  favors  to  those  who 


may  not  as  yet  enjoy  its  favors.  Between  the  two,  the 
banks  would  be  left  without  influence,  honor,  or  hon- 
esty, and  a system  of  speculation  and  stock-jobbing 
would  commence,  unequalled  in  the  annals  of  our 
country. 

“So  long  as  the  question  is  one  between  a bank  of 
of  the  United  States,  incorporated  by  congress,  and 
that  system  of  banks  which  has  been  created  by  the 
will  of  the  executive,  it  is  an  insult  to  the  understand- 
ing to  discourse  on  the  pernicious  tendency  and  un- 
conslitutionality  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  To 
bring  up  that  question  fairly  and  legitimately,  you  must 
go  one  step  farther — you  must  divorce  the  government 
and  the  banking  system.  You  must  refuse  all  con- 
nection with  banks.  You  must  neither  receive  nor 
pay  away  bank  notes;  you  must  go  back  to  the  old  sys- 
tem of  the  strong  box,  and  of  gold  and  silver.  If  you 
have  a right  to  receive  bank  notes  at  all — to  treat  them 
as  money  by  receiving  them  in  your  dues,  or  paying 
them  away  to  creditors,  you  have  a right  to  create  a 
bank.  Whatever  the  government  receives  and  treats 
as  money,  is  money;  and,  if  it  be  money,  then  they 
have  the  right,  under  the  constitution,  to  regulate  it. 
Nay,  they  are  bound  by  a high  obligation  to  adopt  the 
most  efficient  means,  according  to  the  nature  of  that 
which  they  have  recognised  as  money,  to  give  to  it  the 
utmost  stability  and  uniformity  of  value.  And  if  it  be 
in  the  shape  of  bank  notes,  the  most  efficient  means  of 
giving  those  qualities  is  a bank  of  the  United  States, 
incorporated  by  congress.  Unless  you  give  the  high- 
est practical  uniformity  to  the  value  of  bank  notes — so 
long  as  you  receive  them  in  your  dues  and  treat  them 
as  money,  you  violate  that  provision  of  the  constitu- 
tion which  provides  that  taxation  shall  be  uniform 
throughout  tne  United  States.  There  is  no  other  alter- 
native. I repeat,  you  must  divorce  the  government  en- 
tirely from  the  banking  system,  or,  if  not,  you  are 
bound  to  incorporate  a bank  as  the  only  safe  and  effi- 
cient means  of  giving  stability  and  uniformity  to  the 
currency.  And  should  the  deposites _ not  be  restored, 
and  the  present  illegal  and  unconstitutional  connection 
between  the  executive  and  the  league  of  banks  con- 
tinue, I shall  feel  it  my  duty,  if  no  one  else  moves,  to 
introduce  a measure  to  prohibit  government  from  re- 
ceiving or  touching  bank  notes  in  any  shape  whatever, 
as  the  only  means  left  of  giving  safety  and  stability  to 
the  currency,  ar.1  saving  the  country  from  corruption 
and  ruin.” 

Such  were  my  sentiments,  delivered  four  years  since, 
on  the  question  of  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  and 
now  standing  on  record;  and  I now  call  your  attention 
senators,  while  they  are  fresh  in  your  minds,  and  be- 
fore other  extracts  are  read,  to  the  opinions  I then  en- 
tertained and  expressed,  in  order  that  you  may  com- 
pare them  with  those  that  I have  expressed,  and  the 
course  I have  pursued  on  the  present  occasion.  In 
the  first  place,  I then  expressed  myself  explicitly  and 
decidedly  against  the  banking  system,  and  intimated, 
in  language  too  strong  to  be  mistaken,  that,  if  the  ques- 
tion was  men  bank  or  no  bank,  as  it  now  is,  as  far  as 
government  is  concerned,  I would  not  be  found  on  the 
side  of  the  bank.  Now,  I ask,  I appeal  to  the  candor 
of  all,  even  the  most  prejudiced,  is  there  any  thing  in 
all  this  contradictory  to  my  present  opinons  or  course? 
On  the  contrary,  having  entertained  and  expressed 
these  opinions,  could  I,  at  this  time,  when  the  issue  I 
then  supposed  is  actually  presented,  have  gone  against 
the  separation  without  gross  inconsistency?  Again,  I 
then  declared  myself  to  be  utterly  opposed  to  a combi- 
nation or  league  of  state  banks,  as  being  the  most  effi- 
cient and  corrupting  fiscal  agent  the  government  could 
select,  and  more  objectionable  than  a bank  of  the 
United  States.  I again  appeal,  is  there  a sentiment  or 
a word  in  all  this  contradictory  to  what  I have  said  or 
done  on  the  present  occasion?  So  far  otherwise,  is 
there  not  a perfect  harmony  and  coincidence  through- 
out, which,  considering  the  distance  of  time  and  the 
difference  of  the  occasion,  is  truly  remarkable,  and 
this  extending  to  all  the  great  and  governing  questions 
now  at  issue? 

But  the  removal  of  the  deposites  was  not  the  only 
juestion  discussed  at  that  remarkable  and  important 
session.  The  charter  of  the  United  States  Bank  was 
then  about  to  expire.  The  senator  from  Massachu- 
setts nearest  to  me,  (Mr.  Webster,)  then  at  the  head 
of  the  committee  on  finance,  suggested,  in  his  place, 
that  he  intended  to  introduce  a bill  to  renew  the  char- 
ter. I clearly  perceived  that  the  movement,  if  made, 
would  fail;  and  that  there  was  no  prospect  of  doing  any- 
thing to  arrest  the  danger  approaching,  unless  the  sub- 
ject was  taken  up  on  the  broad  question  of  the  cur- 
rency; and  that  if  any  connection  of  the  government 
with  the  banks  could  be  justified  at  all,  it  must  be  in 
that  relation.  I am  not  among  those  who  believe  that 
the  currency  was  in  a sound  condition  when  the  de- 
posites were  removed  in  1834.  I then  believed,  and 
experience  has  proved  I was  correct,  that  it  was  deeply 
and  dangerously  diseased;  and  that  the  most  efficient 
measures  were  necessary  to  prevent  the  catastrophe 
which  has  since  fallen  on  the  circulation  of  the  country. 
There  was  then  not  more  than  one  dollar  in  specie,  on 
an  average,  in  the  banks,  including  the  United  States 
Bank  ana  all,  for  six  of  bank  notes  in  circulation;  and 
not  more  than  one  in  eleven  compared  to  liabilities  of 
the  banks,  and  this  while  the  United  States  Bank  was 
in  full  and  active  operation,  which  proves  conclusively 
that  its  charter  ought  not  to  be  renewed,  if  renewed  at 
all,  without  great  modifications.  I saw  also  that  the 
expansion  of  the  circulation,  great  as  it  then  was,  must 
still  farther  increase;  that  the  disease  lay  deep  in  the 
system;  that  the  terms  on  which  the  charter  of  the  Bank 
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of  England  was  renewed  would  give  a western  direc- 
tion to  specie,  which,  instead  of  correcting  the  disor- 
der, by  substituting  specie  for  bank  notes  in  our  cir- 
culation, would  become  the  basis  of  new  banking  ope 
rations  that  would  greatly  increase  the  swelling  tide. 
Such  were  my  conceptions  then,  and  I honestly  and 
earnestly  endeavored  to  carry  them  into  effect,  in  or- 
der to  prevent  the  approaching  catastrophe. 

The  political  and  personal  relations  between  ntyself 
and  the  senator  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Webster) 
were  then  not  the  kindest.  We  stood  in  opposition  at 
the  preceding  session  on  the  great  question  growing  out 
of  the  conflict  between  the  state  I represented  and  the 
general  government,  which  could  not  pass  away  with- 
out leaving  unfriendly  feelings  on  both  sides;  but  where 
duty  is  involved,  I am  notin  the  habit  of  permitting  my 
personal  relations  to  interfere.  In  my  solicitude  to 
avoid  coming  dangers,  I sought  an  interview,  through 
a common  friend,  in  order  to  compare  opinions  as  to  the 
proper  course  to  be  pursued.  We  met,  and  conversed 
freely  and  fully,  but  parted  without  agreeing.  I ex- 
pressed to  him  my  deep  regret  at  our  disagreement, 
and  informed  him  that,  although  I could  not  agree 
with  him,  I would  throw  no  embarrassment  in  his  way, 
but  should  feel  it  to  be  my  duty,  when  he  made  his 
motion  to  introduce  a bill  to  renew  the  charter  of  the 
bank,  to  express  my  opinion  at  large  on  the  state  of  the 
currency  and  the  proper  course  to  be  pursued,  which  I 
accordingly  did.  On  that  memorable  occasion  I stood 
almost  alone.  One  party  supported  ihe  league  of  state 
banns,  and  the  other  the  United  States  Bank,  the  char- 
ter of  which  the  senator  from  Massachusetts  (Mr. 
Webster)  proposed  to  renew  for  six  years.  Nothing 
was  left  me  but  to  place  myself  distinctly  before  the 
country  on  the  ground  I occupied,  which  I did  fully 
and  explicitly  in  the  speech  I delivered  on  the  occasion. 
In  justice  to  myself,  1 ought  to  have  every  word  of  it 
read  on  the  present  occasion.  It  would  of  itself  be  a 
full  vindication  of  my  course.  I stated  and  enlarged 
on  all  the  points  to  which  I have  already  referred;  ob- 
jected to  the  recharter  as  proposed  by  the  mover,  and 
foretold  that  what  has  since  happened  would  follow, 
unless  something  effectual  was  done  to  prevent  it.  As 
a remedy,  I proposed  to  use  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  as  a temporary  expedient,  fortified  with  strong 
guards,  in  order  to  resist  and  turn  back  the  swelling 
tide  of  circulation.  With  this  view,  I proposed  to  pro- 
hibit the  issue  of  any  note  under  ten  dollars,  at  first, 
and  after  a certain  interval,  under  twenty;  and  to  re- 
fuse to  receive  the  notes  of  any  bank  that  issued  notes 
under  five  dollars,  or  that  received  the  notes  of  any 
bank  that  issued  less,  in  order  to  make  a total  separa- 
tion between  the  banks  that  should  refuse  to  discon- 
tinue the  issue  of  small  notes  and  the  others,  in  the 
hope  that  the  influence  of  the  latter,  with  the  voice  of  the 
community,  would  ultimately  compel  a discontinuance. 
I proposed,  that  the  charter,  with  these  and  other  pro- 
visions that  might  be  devised  by  a committee  appointed 
for  the  purpose,  should  be  renewed  for  twelve  years, 
two  years  longer  than  the  Ba  >k  of  Egland  had  been, 
in  order  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  experience  and  wisdom 
of  that  great  and  enlightened  nation.  All  this  I pro- 
posed expressly  on  the  ground  of  undoing  the  system, 
gradually  anu  slowly,  till  a total  disconnection  should 
be  effected,  if  experience  should  show  that  it  could  be 
carried  to  that  extent.  My  object  was  double;  to  get 
clear  of  the  system,  and  to  avoid  ihe  catastrophe  which 
has  since  befallen  us,  and  which  I then  saw  was  ap- 
proaching. 

To  prove  all  this,  I again  refer  to  the  record.  If  it 
shall  appear  from  it  that  my  object  was  to  disconnect 
the  government  gradually  and  cautiously  from  the 
banking  system,  and  with  that  view,  and  that  only,  I 
proposed  to  use  the  United  States  Bank  for  a snort 
time,  and  that  I explicidy  expressed  the  same  opinions 
then  as  I now  have  on  almost  every  point  connected 
with  the  system,  I shall  not  only  have  vindicated  my 
character  from  the  charge  of  the  senator  from  Ken- 
tucky, but  shall  do  more,  much  more,  to  show  that  I 
did  all  an  individual,  standing  alone  as  I did,  could  do 
to  avert  the  present  calamities,  and,  of  course,  I am 
free  from  all  responsibility  for  what  has  since  happened. 
I have  shortened  the  extracts,  as  far  as  was  possible  to 
do  myself  justice,  and  have  left  out  much  that  ought,  of 
right,  to  be  read  in  my  defence,  rather  than  to  weary 
the  senate.  I know  how  difficult  it  is  to  Command  at- 
tention to  reading  of  documents;  but  I trust  that  this, 
where  justice  to  a member  of  the  bod}',  whose  charac- 
ter has  been  assailed,  without  the  least  provocation,  will 
form  an  exception.  The  extracts  are  numbered,  and 
I will  thank  the  secretary  to  pause  at  the  end  of  each, 
unless  otherwise  desired. 

The  secretary  here  read  the  following  extract : 

“After  a full  survey  of  the  whole  subject,  I see  none, 
I can  conjecture  no  means  of  extricating  the  country 
from  its  present  danger,  and  to  arrest  its  farther  in- 
crease, but  a bank;  the  agency  of  which,  in  some  form 
or  under  some  authority,  is  indispensable.  The  coun- 
try has  been  brought  into  the  present  diseased  state  of 
the  currency  by  banks,  and  must  be  extricated  by 
their  agency.  We  must,  in  a word,  use  a bank  to 
unbank  the  banks,  to  the  extent  that  may  be  neces- 
sary to  restore  a safe  and  stable  currency — just  as  we 
apply  snow  to  a frozen  limb  in  order  to  restore  vitality 
and  circulation,  or  hold  up  a burn  to  the  flame  to  ex- 
tract the  inflammation.  All  must  see  that  it  is  impos- 
sible to  suppress  the  banking  system  at  once.  It  must 
continue  for  a time.  Its  greatest  enemies,  and  the  ad- 
vocates of  an  exclusive  specie  circulation,  must  make 
it  a part  of  their  system  to  tolerate  the  banks  for  a lon- 
ger or  a shorter  period.  To  suppress  them  at  once 


would,  if  it  were  possible,  work  a greater  revolution — 
a greater  change  in  the  relative  condition  of  the  various 
classes  of  the  community,  than  would  the  conquest  of 
the  country  by  a savage  enemy.  What,  then,  must 
be  done?  I answer,  a new  and  safe  system  must 
gradually  grow  up  under,  and  replace,  the  old;  imita- 
ting, in  this  respect,  the  beautiful  process  we  some- 
times see,  of  a wounded  or  diseased  part  in  a living 
organic  body,  gradually  superseded  by  the  healing 
process  of  nature.’’ 

After  having  so  expressed  myself,  which  clearly  shows 
that  my  object  was  to  use  the  bank  for  a time  in  such 
a manner  as  to  break  the  connexion  with  the  system, 
without  a shock  to  the  country  or  currency,  I then  pro- 
ceed and  examine  the  question,  whether  this  could  be 
best  accomplished  by  the  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the 
United  States  Bank,  or  through  a league  of  state 
banks.  After  concluding  what  I had  to  say  on  the 
subject,  in  my  deep  solicitude  I addressed  the  three 
arties  in  the  senate  separately,  urging  such  motives  as 
thought  best  calculated  to  act  on  them,  and  pressing 
them  to  join  me  in  the  measure  suggested,  in  order  to 
avert  approaching  danger.  I began  with  my  friends  of 
the  state  rights  party  and  with  the  administration.  I 
have  taken  copious  extracts  from  the  address  to  the 
first,  which  will  clearly  prove  how  exactly  my  opin- 
ion then  and  now  coincide  on  all  questions  connec- 
ted with  the  banks.  I now  ask  the  secretary  to  read 
the  extract  numbered  two. 

“Having  now  stated  the  measure  necessary  to  ap- 
ply the  remedy,  I am  thus  brought  to  the  question — can 
the  measure  succeed?  which  brings  up  the  inquiry  of 
how  far  it  may  be  expected  to  receive  the  support  of 
the  several  parties  which  compose  the  senate,  and  on 
which  I shall  next  proceed  to  make  a few  remarks. 

“Firs',  then,  can  the  state  rights  party  give  it  their 
support?  that  party  of  which  I am  proud  of  being  a 
member,  and  for  which  I entertain  so  strong  an  at- 
tachment— the  stronger  because  we  are  few  among 
many.  In  proposing  this  question,  I am  not  ignorant 
of  their  long-standing  constitutional  objection  to  the 
bank,  on  the  ground  that  this  was  intended  to  be,  as  it 
is  usually  expressed,  a hard-money  government — a go- 
vernment whose  circulating  medium  was  intended  to 
consist  of  the  precious  metals,  and  for  which  object 
the  power  of  coining  money  and  regulating  the  value 
thereof  was  expressly  conferred  by  the  constitution.  I 
know  how  long  and  how  sincerely  this  opinion  has 
been  entertained,  and  under  how  many  difficulties  it 
lias  been  maintained.  It  is  not  my  intention  to  attempt 
to  change  an  opinion  so  firmly  fixed,  but  I may  bj  per- 
mitted to  make  a few  observations,  in  order  to  present 
what  appears  to  me  to  be  the  true  question  in  reference 
to  this  constitutional  point — in  order  that  we  may  fully 
comprehend  the  circumstances  under  which  we  are 
placed  in  reference  to  it.  With  this  view,  I do  not 
deem  it  necessary  to  inquire  whether,  in  conferring  the 
power  to  coin  money  and  to  regulate  the  value  thereof, 
the  constitution  intended  to  limit  the  power  strictly  to 
coining  monpy  and  regulating  its  value,  or  whether  it 
intended  to  confer  a more  general  power  over  the  cur- 
rency; nor  do  I intend  to  inquire  whether  the  word  coin 
is  limited  simply  to  the  metals,  or  may  be  extended  to 
either  substances,  if,  through  a gradual  change,  they 
may  become  the  medium  of  the  general  circulation  of 
the  world.” 

“The  very  receipt  of  bank  notes  on  the  part  of  the 
government,  in  its  dues,  would,  it  is  conceded,  make 
them  money,  as  far  as  the  government  may  be  concern- 
ed, and  by  a necessary  consequence,  would  make  thenr, 
to  a great  extent,  the  currency  of  the  country.  I say 
nothing  of  the  positive  provisions  in  the  constitution 
which  declare  that  ‘all  duties,  imposts,  and  excises,  shall 
be  uniform  throughout  the  United  States,’  which  cannot 
be,  unless  that  in  which  they  are  paid  should  also  have, 
as  nearly  as  practicable,  a uniform  value  throughout 
the  country.  To  effect  this,  where  bank  notes  are  re- 
ceived, the  banking  power  is  necessary  and  proper 
within  the  meaning  of  the  constitution;  and  conse- 
quently, if  the  government  has  the  right  to  receive  bank 
notes  in  its  dues,  the  power  becomes  constitutional. 
Here  lies,  said  Mr.  C.  the  real  constitutional  question: 
has  the  government  a right  to  receive  bank  notes  or 
not?  The  question  is  not  upon  the  mere  power  of  in- 
corporating a bank,  as  it  had  been  commonly  argued; 
though,  even  in  that  view,  there  would  be  a great  con- 
stitutional objection  to  any  act  on  the  part  of  the  execu- 
tive, or  any  other  branch  of  the  government,  which 
should  unite  any  association  of  state  banks  into  one 
system,  as  the  means  of  giving  the  uniformity  and  sta- 
bility to  the  currency  which  the  constitution  intends  to 
confer.  The  very  act  of  so  associating  or  incorpora- 
ting them  into  one,  by  whatever  name  called,  or  by 
whatever  department  performed,  would  be  in  fact  an 
act  of  incorporation. 

“But,  said  Mr.  C.,  my  object,  as  I have  stated,  is  not 
to  discuss  the  constitutional  questions,  nor  to  determine 
whether  the  bank  be  constitutional  or  not.  It  is,  Ire- 
peat,  to  show  where  the  difficulty  lies — a difficulty  which 
I have  felt  from  the  time  I first  came  into  the  public 
service.  I found  then,  as  now,  the  currency  of  the 
country  consisting  almost  entirely  of  bank  notes.  I 
found  the  government  intimately  connected  with  the 
system,  receiving  bank  notes  in  its  dues,  and  paying 
them  away  under  its  appropriations  as  cash.  The  fact 
was  beyond  my  control;  it  existed  long  before  my  time, 
and  without  my  agency;  and  I was  compelled  to  act  on 
the  fact  as  it  existed,  without  deciding  on  the  many 
questions  which  I have  suggested,  as  connected  with 
this  subject  and  on  many  of  which  I have  never  yet 
formed  a definite  opinion.  No  one  can  pay  less  re- 


gard to  precedent  than  I do,  acting  here  in  my  repre- 
sentative and  deliberative  character,  on  legal  or  consti- 
tutional questions;  but  I have  felt  from  the  beginning 
the  full  force  of  the  distinction  so  sensibly  taken  by  the 
senator  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Leigh,]  between  doing  and 
undoing  an  act,  and  which  he  so  strongly  illustrated  in 
the  case  of  the  purchase  of  Louisiana.  The  constitu- 
tionality of  that  act  was  doubted  by  many  at  the  time, 
and  among  others  by  its  author  himself;  yet  he  would 
be  considered  a madman,  who,  coming  into  political 
life,  at  this  late  period,  would  now  seriously  take  up  the 
question  of  the  constitutionality  of  the  purchase,  and, 
coming  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  unconstitutional, 
should  propose  to  rescind  the  act,  and  eject  from  the 
union  two  flourishing  states,  and  a growing  territory.” 

I next  ask  the  attenlion  of  the  senators,  especially 
from  the  northern  states,  while  the  secretary  reads  the 
short  address  to  the  opposition,  that  they  may  see  how 
distinctly  I foresaw  what  was  coming,  and  how  anxious 
I was  to  avert  the  calamity  that  lias  fallen  on  the  sec- 
tion where  I anticipated  it  would.  I ask  the  secretary 
to  read  the  extract  numbered  three. 

“I  next  address  myself  to  the  members  of  the  oppo- 
sition, who  principally  represent  the  commercial  and 
manufacturing  portions  of  the  country,  where  the  bank- 
ing system  has  been  the  farthest  extended,  and  where 
a larger  portion  of  the  property  exist  in  the  shape  of 
credit  than  in  any  other  section;  and  to  whom  a sound 
stable  currency  is  most  necessary,  and  the  opposite 
most  dangerous.  You  have  no  constitutional  objection; 
to  you  it  is  a mere  question  of  expediency;  viewing  in 
tliis  light,  can  you  vote  for  tile  proposed  measure? — a 
measure  designed  to  arrest  the  approach  of  events  which 
I have  demonstrated  must,  if  not  arrested,  create  con- 
vulsions and  revolutions;  and  to  correct  a disease  which 
must,  if  not  corrected,  subject  the  currency  to  con- 
tinued agitations  and  fluctuations:  and  in  order  to  give 
that  permanence,  stability,  and  uniformity  which  is  so 
essential  to  your  safety  and  prosperity.  To  effect  this 
may  require  some  diminution  on  the  profits  of  banking; 
some  temporary  sacrifice  of  interest;  but  if  such  should 
be  the  fact,  it  will  be  compensated  in  more  than  a hun- 
dred-fold proportion,  by  increased  security  and  durable 
prosperity.  If  the  system  must  advance  in  the  present 
course  without  a check,  and  if  explosion  must  follow, 
remember  that  where  you  stand  will  be  the  crater: 
should  the  system  quake,  under  your  feet  the  chasm 
will  open  that  will  engulf  your  institutions  and  your 
prosperity.’’ 

I regret  to  trespass  on  the  patience  of  the  senate,  but 
I wish,  in  justice  to  myself,  to  ask  their  attention  to  one 
more,  which,  though  not  immeditely  relating  to  the 
question  under  consideration,  is  not  irrelevant  to  my 
vindication.  I not  only  expressed  my  opinions  Ireely 
in  relation  to  the  currency  and  the  bank,  in  the  speech 
from  which  such  copious  extracts  have  been  read,  but 
had  the  precaution  to  define  my  political  position  dis- 
tinctly in  reference  to  the  political  parties  of  the  day, 
and  the  course  I would  pursue  in  relation  to  each.  I 
then,  as  now,  belonged  to  the  party  to  which  it  is  my 
glory  ever  to  have  been  attached  exclusively;  and  avow- 
ed, explicitly,  that  I belonged  to  neither  of  the  two  par- 
ties, opposition  or  administration,  then  contending  for 
superiority,  which  of  itself  ought  to  go  far  to  repel  the 
charge  of  the  senator  from  Kentucky,  that  I have  gone 
over  From  one  party  to  the  other.  The  secretary  will 
read  the  last  extract: 

“I  am  the  partisan,  as  I have  said,  of  no  class,  nor, 
let  me  add,  of  any  political  party.  I am  neither  of  the 
opposition  nor  of  the  administration.  If  I act  with  the 
former  in  any  instance,  it  is  because  I approve  of  their 
course  on  the  particular  occasion;  and  I shall  always 
be  happy  to  act  with  them  when  I do  approve.  II  I 
oppose  the  administration;  if  I desire  to  see  power 
change  hands,  it  is  because  I disapprove  of  the  general 
course  of  those  in  authority;  because  they  have  departed 
from  the  principles  on  which  they  came  into  office;  be- 
cause, instead  of  using  the  immense  power  and  patron- 
age put  in  their  hands  to  secure  the  liberty  ot  the  coun- 
try and  advance  the  public  good,  they  have  perverted 
them  into  party  instruments  for  persona!  objects.  But 
mine  has  not  been,  nor  will  it  be,  a systematic  opposi- 
tion. Whatever  measure  of  theirs  I may  deem  right,  I 
shall  cheerfully  support;  and  I only  desire  that  they  shall 
afford  me  more  frequent  occasions  for  support,  and 
fewer  for  opposition,  than  they  have  heretofore  done.” 

Such,  senators,  are  my  recorded  sentiments  in  1834. 
They  are  full  and  explicit  on  all  the  questions  involved 
in  the  present  issue,  and  prove,  beyond  the  possibility 
of  doubt,  that  I have  changed  no  opinion,  abandoned 
no  principle,  nor  deserted  any  party.  I stand  now  on 
the  ground  I stood  then,  and,  of  course,  if  my  relations 
to  the  two  opposing  parties  are  changed — il  I now  act 
with  those  I then  opposed,  and  oppose  those  with  whom 
I then  acted,  the  cnange  is  not  in  me.  I at  least  have 
stood  still.  In  snyingthis,  I accuse  none  of  changing. 
I leave  others  to  explain  their  position,  now  and  then, 
if  they  deem  explanation  necessary.  But,  if  I may  be 
permitted  to  state  my  opinion,  I would  say  that  the 
change  is  rather  in  the  questions  and  the  circumstances, 
than  in  the  opinions  or  principles  of  either  of  the  par- 
ties. The  opposition  w'ere  then  and  are  now  national 
bank  men,  and  the  administration,  in  like  manner, 
were  anti-national  bank,  and  in  favor  of  a league  of 
state  banks,  while  I preferred  then,  as  now,  the  former 
to  the  latter,  and  a divorce  from  banks  to  either.  When 
the  experiment  of  the  league  failed,  the  administration 
w'ere  reduced  to  the  option  between  a national  bank  and 
a divorce.  They  chose  the  latter,  and  such,  I have  no 
reason  to  doubt,  would  have  been  their  choice,  had  the 
option  been  the  same  four  years  ago.  Nor  have  I any 
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doubr,  had  the  option  been  then  between  a league  of 
banks  and  divorce,  the  opposition  then,  as  now,  would 
have  been  in  favor  of  the  league.  In  all  this  there  is 
more  apparent  than  real  change.  As  to  myself,  there  lias 
been  neither.  If  I acted  with  the  opposition  and  oppos- 
ed the  administration  then,  it  was  because  I was  open- 
ly opposed  to  the  removal  of  the  deposites  and  the  league 
of  banks,  as  I now  am;  and  if  I now  act  with  the  Tat- 
ter and  oppose  the  former,  it  is  because  I am  now,  as 
then,  in  favor  of  a divorce,  and  opposed  to  either  a 
league  of  state  banks  ora  national  bank,  except  indeed 
as  the  means  of  effecting  a divorce  gradually  and  safely. 
What,  then,  is  my  offence?  What  but  refusing  to 
abandon  my  first  choice,  the  divorce  fiom  the  banks, 
because  the  administration  has  selected  it,  and  of  going 
with  the  opposition  for  a national  bank,  to  which  I have 
been  and  am  still  opposed?  That  is  all;  and  for  this  I 
am  charged  with  going  over — leaving  one  party  and 
joining  the  other. 

Had  some  guardian  angel,  Mr.  President,  whispered 
in  nij'  ear  at  the  time,  “be  cautious  what  you  say;  this 
question  will  not  terminate  here;  four  years  hence  it  will 
be  revived,  under  very  different  circumstances,  when 
your  principles  and  duty  will  compel  you  to  act  with 
those  you  now  oppose,  and  oppose  those  with  whom 
you  now  act,  when  you  will  be  charged  with  desertion 
ofprinciples,”  I could  not  have  guarded  myself  more 
effectually  than  I have  done.  Yet,  in  the  face  of  all 
this,  the  senator  has  not  only  made  the  charge,  but  has 
said,  in  his  place,  that  he  heard,  for  the  first  time  in  his 
life,  at  the  extra  session,  that  I was  opposed  to  a national 
bank!  I could  place  the  senator  in  a dilemma  from 
which  there  is  no  possibility  of  escape.  I might  say  to 
him,  you  have  either  forgi  t or  not  what  I said  in  1831. 
If  you  have  not,  how  can  you  justify  yourself  in  mak- 
ing the  charge  you  have?  But  if  you  have — if  you  have 
forgot  what  is  so  recent,  and  what  from  the  magnitude 
of  the  question  and  the  importance  of  the  occasion,  was 
so  well  calculated  to  impress  itself  on  your  memory, 
what  possible  value  can  be  attached  to  your  recollec- 
tion or  opinions,  as  to  my  course  on  more  remote  and 
less  memorable  occasions,  on  which  you  have  under- 
taken to  impeach  my  conduct?  He  may  take  his 
choice. 

Having  now  established  by  the  record  that  I have 
changed  no  opinion,  abandoned  no  principle,  nor  de- 
serted any  party,  the  charge  of  the  senator,  with  all  the 
aspersions  with  which  he  accompanied  it,  falls  pros- 
trate to  the  earth.  Here  I might  leave  the  subject,  and 
close  my  vindication.  But  I choose  not.  I shall  follow 
the  senator  up,  step  by  step,  in  his  unprovoked,  and,  I 
may  now  add,  groundless  attack,  with  blows  not  less 
decisive  and  victorious. 

The  senator  next  proceeded  to  state,  that  in  a certain 
document  (if  he  named  it,  I did  not  hear  him)  I assign- 
ed as  the  reason  why  I could  not  join  in  the  attack  on 
the  administration,  that  the  benefit  of  the  victory  would 
not  enure  to  myself,  or  my  parly,  or,  as  he  explained 
himself,  because  it  would  not  place  myself  and  them  in 
power.  I presume  he  referred  to  a letter,  in  answer  to 
an  invitation  to  a public  dinner  offered  me  by  my  old 
and  faithful  friends  and  constituents  of  Edgefield,  in 
approbation  of  my  course  at  the  extra  session. 

[Mr.  Clay.  I do.] 

The  pressure  of  domestic  engagements  would  not 
permit  me  to  accept  their  invitation,  and,  in  declining 
it,  I deemed  it  due  to  them  and  myself  to  explain  my 
course,  in  its  political  and  party  bearing,  more  fully  than 
I had  done  in  debate.  They  had  a right  to  know  my 
reasons,  and  I expressed  myself  with  the  frankness  due 
to  the  long  and  uninterrupted  confidence  that  had  ever 
existed  between  us. 

Having  made  these  explanatory  remarks,  I now  pro- 
ceed to  meet  the  assertion  of  the  senator.  I again  take 
issue  on  the  fact.  I assigned  no  such  reason  as  the  sena- 
tor attributes  to  me.  I never  dreamed  nor  thought  of 
such  a one;  nor  can  any  force  of  construction  extort 
from  what  I said.  No;  my  object  was  not  power  or 
place,  either  for  myself  or  party.  I was  far  more  hum- 
ble and  honest.  It  was  to  save  ourselves  and  our  prin- 
ciples from  being  absorbed  and  lost  in  a party  more 
numerous  and  powerful,  but  differing  from  us  on  almost 
every  principle  and  question  of  policy. 

When  the  suspension  of  specie  payments  took  place 
in  May  last,  (not  unexpected  to  me,)  I immediately 
turned  my  attention  to  the  event  earnestly,  considering 
it  as  an  event  pregnant  with  great  and  lasting  conse- 
quences. Reviewing  the  whole  ground,  I saw  nothing 
to  change  in  the  opinions  and  principles  I had  avowe3 
m 1834,  and  I determined  to  carry  them  out,  as  far  as 
circumstances  and  my  ability  would  enable  me.  But 
I saw  that  my  course  must  be  influenced  by  the  posi- 
tion which  the  two  great  contending  parlies  might  take 
in  reference  to  the  question.  I did  not  doubt  that  the 
opposition  would  rally  either  on  a national  bank,  or  a 
combination  of  state  banks,  with  Mr.  Biddle’s  at  the 
head,  but  I was  wholly  uncertain  what  course  the  ad- 
minisiration  would  adopt,  and  remained  so  until  the 
message  of  the  president  was  received  and  read  by  the 
secretary  at  his  table.  When  I saw  he  went  for  a di- 
vorce, I never  hesitated  a moment.  Not  only  my  opin- 
ions and  principles  long  entertained,  and,  as  I have 
shown,  fully  expressed  years  ago,  but  the  highest  politi- 
cal motives,  left  me  no  alternative.  I perceived,  at 
once,  that,  the  object,  to  accomplish  which  we  had  acted 
in  concert  with  the  opposition,  had  ceased;  executive 
usurpations  had  come  to  an  end  for  the  present;  and 
that  the  struggles  with  the  administration  was  no  longer 
for  power  but  to  save  themselves.  I also  clearly  saw 
that  if  we  should  unite  with  the  opposition  in  their  at- 
tack on  the  administration,  the  victory  over  them  in  tire 


position  they  occupied,  would  be  a victory  over  us  and 
our  principles.  It  required  no  sagacity  to  see  that  such 
would  be  the  result.  It  was  as  plain  as  day.  The  ad- 
ministration had  takbn  position,  as  I have  shown,  on 
the  very  ground  I occupied  in  1831,  and  which  the 
whole  state  rights  party  had  taken  at  the  same  time  in 
the  other  house,  as  its  journals  will  prove.  The  oppo- 
sition, under  the  banner  of  the  bank,  were  moving 
against  them  for  the  very  reason  that  they  had  taken  the 
ground  they  did. 

Now,  I ask,  what  would  have  been  the  result  if  we 
had  joined  in  the  attack?  No  one  can  now  doubt  that 
the  victory  over  those  in  power  would  have  been  certain 
and  decisive,  nor  would  the  consequences  have  been 
the  least  doubtful.  The  first  fruit  would  have  been  a 
national  bank.  The  principles  of  the  opposition,  and 
the  very  object  of  the  attack  would  have  necessarily  led 
to  that.  We  would  have  been  not  only  too  feeble  to  re- 
sist, but  would  have  been  committed  by  joining  in  the 
attack  with  its  avowed  object  to  go  for  one,  while  those 
who  support  the  administration  would  have  been  scat- 
tered in  the  winds.  We  should  ’hen  have  had  a bank — 
that  is  clear;  nor  is  it  less  certain,  that  in  its  train  there 
would  have  followed  all  the  consequences  which  have 
and  ever  will  follow,  when  tried — high  duties,  overflow- 
ing revenue,  extravagant  expenditures,  large  surpluses; 
in  a word,  ail  those  disastrous  consequences  which  have 
well  near  overthrown  our  institutions,  and  involved  the 
country  in  its  present  difficulties.  The  influence  of  the 
institution,  the  known  principles  and  policy  of  the  oppo- 
sition, and  the  utter  prostration  of  the  administration 
party,  and  the  absorption  of  ours,  would  have  led  to 
these  results  as  certainly  as  we  exist. 

I now  appeal,  senators,  to  your  candor  and  justice, 
and  ask,  could  I,  having  all  these  consequences  before 
me,  with  my  known  opinions  and  that  of  the  party  to 
which  I belong,  and  to  which  only  I owe  fidelity,  have 
acted  differently  from  what  I did?  Would  not  any  other 
course  have  justly  exposed  me  to  the  charge  of  having 
abandoned  my  principles  and  party,  with  which  I am 
now  accused  so  unjustly?  Nay.  would  it  not  have  been 
worse  than  folly — been  madness  in  me  to  have  taken 
any  other?  And  yet,  the  grounds  which  I have  assum- 
ed in  this  exposition  are  the  very  reasons  assigned  in  my 
letter,  and  which  the  senator  has  perverted  most  unfair- 
ly and  unjustly  into  the  pitiful,  personal  and  selfish  rea- 
son, which  he  has  attributed  to  me.  Confirmative  of 
what  I say,  I again  appeal  to  the  record.  The  secre- 
tary will  read  the  paragraph  marked  in  my  Edgefield 
letter,  to  which,  I presume,  the  senator  alluded. 

“As  soon  as  I saw  this  state  of  things,  I clearly  per- 
ceived that  a very  important  question  was  presented  for 
our  determination,  which  we  were  compelled  to  decide 
forthwith — shall  we  continue  our  joint  attack  with  the 
nationals  with  those  in  power,  in  the  new  position  which 
they  have  been  compelled  to  occupy?  It  was  clear, 
with  our  joint  forces,  we  could  utterly  overthrow  and 
demolish  them,  but  it  was  not  less  clear  that  the  victory 
would  enure  not  to  us,  but  exclusively  to  the  benefit  of 
our  allies  and  their  cause.  They  were  the  most  numer- 
ous and  powerful,  and  the  point  of  assault  on  the  position 
which  the  party  to  be  assaulted  had  taken  in  relation  to 
the  banks  w’ould  have  greatly  strengthened  the  settled 
principles  and  policy  of  the  national  party,  and  weak- 
ened, in  the  same  degree,  ours.  They  are,  and  ever 
have  been,  the  decided  advocates  of  a national  bank, 
and  are  now  in  favor  of  one  with  a capital  so  ample  as 
to  be  sufficient  to  control  the  state  institutions,  and  to 
regulate  the  currency  and  exchanges  of  the  country. 
To  join  them,  with  their  avowed  object  in  the  attack  to 
overthrow  those  in  power,  on  the  ground  they  occupied 
against  a bank,  would,  of  course,  not  only  have  placed 
the  government  and  country  in  their  hands  without  op- 
position, but  would  have  committed  us,  beyond  the  pos- 
sibility of  extrication,  for  a bank,  and  absorbed  our 
party  in  the  ranks  of  the  national  republicans.  The 
first  fruits  of  the  victory  would  have  been  an  oversha- 
dowing national  bank,  with  an  immense  capital,  not 
less  than  from  fifty  to  a hundred  millions,  which  would 
have  centralized  the  currency  and  exchanges,  and  with 
them  the  commerce  and  capital  of  the  country,  in  what- 
ever section  the  head  of  the  institution  might  be  placed. 
The  next  would  be  the  indissoluble  union  of  the  politi- 
cal opponents,  whose  principles  and  policy  are  so  oppo- 
site to  ours,  and  so  dangerous  to  our  institutions,  as  well 
as  oppressive  to  us.’’ 

I now  ask,  is  there  any  thing  in  this  extract  which 
will  warrant  the  construction  that  the  senator  has  at- 
tempted to  force  on  it?  Is  it  not  manifest  that  the  ex- 
pression on  which  he  fixes,  that  the  victory  would 
enure,  not  to  us,  but  exclusively  to  the  benefit  of  the 
opposition,  alludes  not  to  power  or  place,  but  to  princi- 
ple and  policy?  Can  words  be  more  plain?  What 
then  becomes  of  all  the  aspersions  of  the  senator,  his 
reflections  about  selfishness  and  the  wantol  patriotism, 
and  his  allusions  and  illustrations  to  give  them  force  and 
effect?  They  fall  to  the  ground  without  deserving  a no- 
tice, with  his  groundless  accusation. 

But,  in  so  premeditated  and  indiscriminate  an  attack, 
it  could  not  be  expected  that  my  motives  would  entirely 
escape,  and  we  accordingly  find  the  senator  very  chari- 
tably leaving  it  to  time  to  disclose  my  motives  for  going 
over!  I,  who  have  changed  no  opinion,  abandoned  no 
principle,  and  deserted  no  party;  I,  who  have  stood  still 
and  maintained  my  ground  against  every  difficulty,  to 
be  told  that  it  is  left  to  time  to  disclose  my  motive!  The 
imputation  sinks  to  the  earth  with  the  groundless  charge 
on  which  it  rests.  I stamp  it  with  scorn  in  the  dust 
I pick  up  the  dart,  which  fell  harmless  at-  my  feet.  I 
hurl  it  back.  What  the  senator  charges  on  me  unjust- 
ly, he  has  actually  done.  He  went  over  on  a memorable 


occasion,  and  did  not  leave  it  to  time  to  disclose  his 
motive. 

The  senator  next  tells  us  that  I bore  a character  for 
stern  fidelity,  which  he  accompanied  with  remarks  im- 
plying that  1 had  forfeited  it  by  my  course  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion.  If  he  means  by  stern  fidelity  a devoted 
attachment  to  duty  and  principle,  which  nothing  can 
overcome,  the  character  is  indeed,  a high  one,  and,  I 
trust  not  entirely  unmerited.  1 have,  at  least,  the  au- 
thority of  the  senator  himself  for  saying  that  it  belonged 
to  me  before  the  present  occasion,  and  it  is,  of  course, 
incumbent  on  him  to  show  that  I have  since  forfeited  it. 
He  will  find  this  task  a herculean  one.  It  would  be 
by  far  more  easy  to  show  the  opposite,  that,  instead  of 
forfeiting,  I have  strengthened  my  title  to  the  character; 
instead  of  abandoning  any  principles,  I have  firmly  ad- 
hered to  them,  and  that,  too,  under  the  most  appalling 
difficulties.  If  I were  to  select  an  instance  in  the  whole 
course  of  my  life  on  which,  above  all  others,  to  rest  my 
claim  to  the  character  which  the  senator  attributed  to 
me,  it  would  be  this  very  one,  which  he  has  selected  to 
prove  that  I have  forfeited  it.  I acted  with  the  full 
knowledge  of  the  difficulties  I had  to  encounter,  and  the 
responsibility  I must  incur.  I saw  a great  and  power- 
ful party,  probably  the  most  powerful  in  the  country 
eagerly  seizing  on  the  catastrophe  which  had  befallen 
the  currency,  and  the  consequent  embarrassments  that 
followed,  to  displace  those  in  power;  against  whom  they 
had  been  long  contending.  I saw  that,  to  stand  be- 
tween them  and  their  object,  I must  necessarily  incur 
their  deep  and  lasting  displeasure.  I also  saw  that,  to 
maintain  the  administration  in  the  position  they  had 
taken,  to  separate  the  government  from  the  banks,  I 
would  draw  down  on  me,  with  the  exception  of  some  of 
the  southern  banks,  the  whole  weight  of  that  extensive, 
concentrated,  and  powerful  interest — the  most  power- 
ful by  far  of  any  in  the  whole  community;  and  thus  I 
would  unite  against  me  a combination  of  political  and 
moneyed  influence  almost  irresistable.  Nor  was  this 
all.  I could  not  but  see  that,  however  pure  and  disir*- 
terested  my  motives,  and  howe  er  consistent  my  course 
with  all  I had  ever  said  or  done,  I would  be  exposed  to 
the  very  charges  and  aspersions  which  I am  now  re- 
pelling. The  ease  with  which  they  could  be  made,  and 
the  temptation  to  make  then,  I saw  were  too  great  to  be 
resisted  by  the  party  morality  of  the  day,  as  groundless 
as  I have  demonstrated  them  to  be.  But  there  was 
another  consequence  that  I could  not  but  foresee,  far 
more  painful  to  me  than  all  others.  I but  too  clearly 
saw  that,  in  so  sudden  and  complex  a juncture,  called 
on  as  I was  to  decide  on  my  course  instantly,  as  it  were, 
on  the  field  of  battle,  without  consultation,  or  explain- 
ing my  reasons,  I would  estrange  for  a time  many  of 
my  political  friends,  who  had  passed  through  with  me 
so  many  trials  and  difficulties,  and  for  whom  I feel  a 
brother’s  love.  But  I saw  before  me  the  path  of  duty, 
and,  though  rugged,  and  hedged  on  all  sides  with  these 
and  many  other  difficulties,  I did  not  hesitate  a moment 
to  take  it.  Yes,  alone,  as  the  senator  sneeringly  says. 
After  I had  made  up  my  mind  as  to  my  course,  in  a 
conversation  with  a friend  about  the  responsibility  I 
would  assume,  he  remarked  that  my  own  state  might 
desert  me.  I replied  that  it  was  not  impossible;  but  the 
result  has  proved  that  I underestimated  the  intelligence 
and  patriotism  of  my  virtuous  and  noble  state.  I ask 
her  pardon  for  the  distrust  implied  in  my  answer;  but 
I ask  with  assurance  it  will  be  granted,  on  the  grounds 
I shall  put  it — that  in  being  prepared  to  sacrafice  her 
confidence,  as  dear  to  me  as  light  and  life,  rather  than 
disobey,  on  this  great  question,  the  dictates  of  my  judg- 
ment and  conscience,  I proved  myself  worthy  of  being 
her  representative. 

But,  if  the  senator,  in  attributing  to  me  stern  fidelity, 
nwanf,  not  devotion  to  principle,  but  to  party,  and  espe- 
cially the  party  of  which  he  is  so  prominent  a member, 
my  answer  is,  that  I never  belonged  to  his  party,  nor 
owed  it  any  fidelity;  and,  of  course,  could  forfeit,  in  re- 
ference to  it,  no  character  for  fidelity.  It  is  true,  we 
acted  in  concert  against  what  we  believed  to  be  the 
usurpations  of  the  executive;  and  it  is  true,  that,  during 
the  time,  I saw  much  to  esteem  in  those  with  whom  I 
acted,  and  contracted  friendly  relations  with  many 
which  I shall  not  be  the  first  to  forget.  It  is  also  true 
that  a common  party  designation  was  applied  to  the 
opposition  in  the  aggregate,  not,  how'ever,  with  my  ap- 
probation; but  it  is  no  less  true  that  it  was  universally 
known  that  it  consisted  of  two  distinct  parties,  dissimi- 
lar in  principle  and  policy,  except  in  relation  to  the  ob- 
ject for  which  they  had  united:  the  national  republican 
party,  and  the  portion  of  the  state  rights  party  which 
had  separated  from  the  administration,  on  the  ground 
that  it  had  departed  from  the  true  principles  of  the  ori- 
ginal party.  That  I belonged  exclusively  to  that  detach- 
ed portion,  and  to  neither  the  opposition  nor  adminis- 
tration party,  I prove  by  my  explicit  declaration,  con- 
tained in  one  of  the  extracts  read  from  my  speech  on 
the  currency  in  1834.  That  the  party  generally,  and 
the  state  which  I represent  in  part,  stood  aloof  from 
both  of  the  parties,  may  be  established  from  the  fact 
that  they  refused  to  mingle  in  the  party  and  political 
contests  of  the  day.  My  state  withheld  her  electoral 
vote  in  two  successive  presidential  elections;  and,  rather 
than  to  bestow  it  on  either  the  ser  ator  from  Kentucky, 
or  the  distinguised  citizen  whom  he  opposed,  in  the  first 
of  those  elections,  she  threw  her  vote  on  a patriotic 
citizen  of  Virginia,  since  deceased,  of  her  own  politics, 
but  who  was  not  a candidate;  and,  in  the  last  she  re- 
fused to  give  it  to  the  uaerthy  senator  from  Tennessee 
near  me,  (Judge  White.)  though  his  principles  and 
views  of  policy  approach  so  much  nearer  to  hers  than 
that  of  the  party  to  which  the  senator  from  Kentucky 
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belongs.  But,  suppose  the  fact  was  otherwise,  and  that 
the  two  parties  had  blended  so  as  to  form  one,  and  that 
I owed  to  the  united  party  as  much  fidelity  as  I do  to 
that  to  which  I exclusively  belonged;  even  on  that  sup- 
position, no  conception  of  party  fidelity  could  have  con- 
trolled my  course  on  the  present  occasion.  I am  not 
among  those  who  pay  no  regard  to  party  obligations; 
on  the  contrary,  I place  fidelity  to  party  among  the 
political  virtues,  but  1 assign  it  to  a limited  sphere.  I 
confine  it  to  matters  of  detail  and  arrangement,  and  to 
minor  questions  of  policy.  Beyond  that,  on  all  questions 
involving  principles,  or  measures  calculated  to  affect 
materially  the  permanent  interests  of  the  country,  I 
look  only  to  God  and  country. 

And  here,  Mr.  President,  I avail  myself  of  the  oppor- 
tunity to  declare  my  present  political  position,  so  that 
there  may  be  no  mistake  hereafter.  I belong  to  the  old 
republican  state  rights  party  of  ’98.  To  that,  and  that 
alone,  I owe  fidelity,  and  by  that  I shall  stand  through 
every  change  in  spite  of  every  difficulty.  Its  creed  is 
to  be  found  in  the  Kentucky  resolutions,  and  Virginia 
resolutions  and  report,  and  its  policy  is  to  confine  the 
action  of  this  government  within  the  narrowest  limits 
compatible  with  the  peace  and  security  of  these  states, 
and  the  objects  for  which  the  union  was  expressly 
formed.  I,  as  one  of  that  party,  shall  support  all  who 
support  its  principles  and  policy,  and  oppose  all  who 
oppose  them.  I have  given,  and  shall  continue  to  give, 
the  administration  a hearty  and  sincere  support  on  the 
great  question  now  under  discussion;  because  I regard 
it  as  in  strict  conformity  to  our  creed  and  policy,  and 
shall  do  every  thing  in  my  power  to  sustain  them  under 
the  great  responsibility  which  they  have  assumed.  But 
let  me  tell  those  who  are  more  interested  in  sustaining 
them  than  myself,  that  the  danger  which  threatens 
them  lies  not  here,  but  in  another  quarter.  This  mea- 
sure will  tend  to  uphold  them,  if  they  stand  fast  and  ad- 
here to  it  with  fidelity.  But,  if  they  wish  to  know 
where  the  danger  is,  let  them  look  to  the  fiscal  depart- 
ment of  the  government.  I said,  years  ago,  that  we 
were  committing  an  error  the  reverse  of  the  great  and 
dangerous  one  that  was  committed  in  1828,  and  to 
which  we  owe  our  present  difficulties,  and  all  we  have 
since  experienced.  Then,  we  raised  the  revenue  great- 
ly, when  the  expenditures  were  about  to  be  reduced  by 
the  discharge  of  the  public  debt;  and  now,  we  have 
doubled  the  disbursements,  when  the  revenue  is  rapidly 
decreasing;  an  error,  although  probably  not  so  fatal  to 
the  country,  will  prove,  if  immediate  and  vigorous  mea- 
sures be  not  adopted,  far  more  so  to  those  in  power. 
The  country  will  not,  and  ought  not,  to  bear  the  crea- 
tion of  a new  debt,  beyond  what  may  be  temporarily 
necessary  to  meet  the  present  embarrassment,  and  tiny 
attempt  to  increase  the  duties  must  and  ought  to  prove 
fatal  to  those  who  may  make  it,  so  long  as  the  expendi- 
tures may,  by  economy  and  accountability,  be  brought 
within  the  limits  of  the  revenue. 

But  the  senator  did  not  confine  his  attack  to  my  con- 
duct and  motives  in  reference  to  the  present  question. 
In  his  eagerness  to  weaken  the  cause  I support,  by  de- 
stroying confidence  in  me,  he  made  an  indiscriminate 
attack  on  my  intellectual  faculties,  which  he  characteriz- 
ed as  metaphysical,  eccentric,  too  much  of  genius,  and 
too  litttle  common  sense,  and  of  course  wanting  a sound 
and  practical  judgment. 

Mr.  President,  according  to  my  opinion,  there  is 
nothing  of  which  those  who  are  endowed  with  supe- 
rior mental  faculties  ought  to  be  more  cautious  than  to 
reproach  those  with  their  deficiency  to  whom  Provi- 
dence has  been  less  liberal.  The  faculties  of  our  mind 
are  the  immediate  gift  of  our  Creator,  for  which  we  are 
no  farther  responsible  than  for  their  proper  cultivation, 
according  to  our  opportunities,  and  their  proper  appli- 
cation to  control  and  regulate  our  actions.  Thus  think- 
ing, I trust  I shall  be  the  last  to  assume  superiority  on  my 
part,  or  reproach  any  one  with  inferiority  on  his;  but 
those  who  do  not  regard  the  rule,  when  applied  to  others, 
cannot  expect  it  to  be  observed  when  applied  to  them- 
selves. The  critic  must  expect  to  be  criticized,  and  he 
who  points  out  thj  faults  of  others,  to  have  his  own 
pointed  out. 

I cannot  retort  on  the  senator  the  charge  of  being 
metaphysical.  I cannot  accuse  him  of  possessing  the 
powers  of  analysis  and  generalization,  those  high  facul- 
ties of  the  mind  (called  metaphysical  by  those  who  do 
not  possess  them)  which  decompose  and  resolve  into 
their  elemenst  the  complex  masses  of  ideas  that,  exist  in 
the  world  of  mind,  as  chemistry  does  the  bodies  that 
surround  us  in  the  material  world;  and  without  which 
those  deep  and  hidden  causes  which  are  in  constant 
action,  and  producing  such  mighty  changes  in  the  con- 
dition of  society,  would  operate  unseen  and  undetected. 
The  absence  of  these  higher  qualities  of  the  mind  is  con- 
spicuous throughout  the  whole  course  of  the  senator’s 
public  life.  To  this  it  may  be  traced  that  he  p,"efers  the 
spacious  to  the  solid,  and  the  plausible  to  the  true.  To 
the  same  cause,  combined  with  an  ardent  temperament, 
it  is  owing  that  we  ever  find  him  mounted  on  some  pop- 
ular and  favorite  measure  which  he  whips  along,  cheer- 
ed by  shouts  of  the  multitude,  and  never  dismounts  till 
he  has  rode  it  down.  Thus,  at  one  time,  we  find  him 
mounted  on  the  protective  system,  which  he  rode  down; 
at  another,  on  internal  improvement;  and  now  he  is 
mounted  on  a bank,  which  will  surely  share  the  same 
fate,  unless  those  who  are  immediately  interested  shall 
stop  him  in  hits  headlong  crreer.  It  is  not  the  fault  of 
his  mind  to  seize  on  a few  prominent  and  striking  ad- 
vantages and  to  pursue  them  »gerly  without  looking  to 
consequences.  Thus,  in  the  case  of  the  protective  sys- 
tem, lie  was  struck  with  the  advantages  of  manufac- 
tures, and,  believing  that  high  duties  was  the  proper 


mode  of  protecting  them,  he  pushed  forward  the  sys- 
tem without  seeing  that  he  was  enriching  one  portion 
of  the  country  at  the  expense  of  the  other;  corrupting 
the  one  and  alienating  the  other;  and,  finally,  dividing 
the  community  into  two  great  hostile  interests,  which 
terminated  in  the  overthrow  of  the  system  itself.  So, 
now,  he  looks  only  to  uniform  currency  and  a bank  as 
a means  of  securing  it,  without  once  reflectiug  how  far 
the  banking  system  has  progressed,  and  the  difficulties 
that  impede  its  farther  progress;  that  banking  and  pol- 
itics are  running  together  to  their  mutual  destruction; 
and  that  the  only  possible  mode  of  saving  his  favorite 
system  is  to  separate  it  from  the  government. 

To  the  defects  of  understanding,  which  the  senator 
attributes  to  me,  I make  no  reply.  It  is  for  others,  and 
not  me,  to  determine  the  portion  of  understanding 
which  it  has  pleased  the  author  of  my  being  to  bestow 
on  me.  It  is,  however,  fortunate  for  me,  that  the  stan- 
dard by  which  I shall  be  judged  is  not  the  false,  preju- 
diced, and,  as  I have  shown,  unfounded  opinion  which 
the  senator  has  expressed,  but  my  acts.  They  furnish 
materials,  neither  few  nor  scant,  to  form  a just  estimate 
of  my  mental  faculties.  I have  now  been  more  than 
twenty-six  years  continuously  in  the  service  of  this  go- 
vernment, in  various  stations,  and  have  taken  part  in 
almost  all  the  great  questions  which  have  agitated  this 
country  during  this  long  and  important,  period. 
Throughout  the  whole  I have  never  followed  events, 
but  have  taken  my  stand  in  advance,  openly  and  free- 
ly, avowing  my  opinions  on  all  questions,  and  leaving 
it  to  time  and  experience  to  condemn  or  approve  my 
course.  Thus  acting,  I have  often,  and  on  great  ques- 
tions, separated  from  those  with  whom  I usually  acted, 
and  if  I am  really  so  defective  in  sound  and  practical 
judgement  as  the  senator  represents,  the  proof,  if  to  be 
found  any  where,  must  be  found  in  such  instances,  or 
where  I have  acted  on  my  sole  responsibility.  Now,  I 
ask,  in  which  of  the  many  instances  of  the  kind  is  such 
proof  to  be  found.  It  is  not  my  intention  to  call  to  the 
recollection  of  the  senate  all  such;  but  that  you,  sena- 
tors, may  judge  for  yourselves,  it  is  due,  in  justice  to 
myself,  that  I should  suggest  a few  of  the  most,  promi- 
nent, which  at  the  time  were  regarded  as  the  sena'or 
now  considers  the  present;  and  then,  as  now,  because, 
where  duty  is  involved,  I would  not  submit  to  party 
trammels. 

I go  back  to  the  commencement  of  my  public  life, 
the  war  session,  as  it  was  usually  called,  of  1812,  when 
I first  took  my  seat  in  the  other,  house,  a young  man, 
without  experience  to  guide  me,  and  I shall  select,  as 
the  first  instance,  the  navy.  At  that  time  the  adminis- 
tration and  the  party  to  which  I was  strongly  attached 
were  decidedly  opposed  to  this  important  arm  of  ser- 
vice. It  was  considered  anti-republican  to  support  it; 
but  acting  with  my  then  distinguished  colleague.  Mr. 
Cheves,  who  led  the  way,  I did  not  hesitate  to  give  it  my 
hearty  support,  regardless  of  party  ties.  Does  this  in- 
stance sustain  the  charge  of  the  senator? 

The  next  I shall  select  is  the  restrictive  system  of  that 
day!  the  embargo,  the  non-importation  and  non-inter- 
course acts.  This,  too,  was  a party  measure,  which 
had  been  long  and  warmly  contested,  and  of  course 
the  lines  of  party  well  drawn.  Young  and  inexperi- 
enced as  I was,  I saw  its  defects  and  resolutely  opposed 
it,  almost  alone  of  my  party.  The  second  or  third 
speech  I made,  after  I took  my  seat,  was  in  open  de- 
nunciation of  the  system;  and  I may  refer  to  the  grounds 
I then  assumed,  the  truth  of  which  have  been  confirm- 
ed by  time  and  experience,  with  pride  and  confidence. 
This  will  scarcely  be  selected  by  the  senator  to  make 
good  his  charge. 

I pass  over  other  instances,  and  come  to  Mr.  Dallas’s 
bank  of  1814—1815.  That  too,  was  a party  measure. 
Banking  was  then  comparatively  but  little  understood, 
and  it  may  seem  astonishing  at  this  time,  that  such  a 
project  should  ever  have  received  any  countenance  or 
support.  It  proposed  to  create  a bank  of  $50,000,000, 
to  consist  almost  entirely  of  what  was  called  then  the 
war  stocks;  that  is,  the  public  debt  created  in  carrying 
on  the  then  war.  It  was  provided  that  the  bank  should 
not  pay  specie  during  the  war,  and  for  three  years  af- 
ter its  termination,  for  carrying  on  which  it  was  to  lend 
the  government  the  funds.  In  plain  language,  the  go- 
vernment was  to  borrow  back  its  own  credit  from  the 
bank,  and  pay  to  the  institution  six  per  cent,  for  its  use. 
I had  scarcely  ever  before  seriously  thought  of  banks  or 
banking,  but  I clearly  saw  through  the  operation,  and 
the  danger  to. the  government  and  country,  and,  regard- 
Iess.of  party  ties  or  denunciations,!  opposed  and  defeat- 
ed it  in  the  manner  I explained  at  the  extra  session.  I 
then  subjected  myself  to  the  very  charge  which  the  sen- 
ator now  makes,  but  time  has  done  me  justice,  as  it 
will  in  the  present  instance. 

Passing  the  intervening  instance,  I come  down  to 
my  administration  of  the  war  department  where  I act- 
ed on  my  own  judgement  and  responsibility.  It  is 
known  to  all,  that  the  department  at  the  time,  was  per- 
fectly disorganized,  withnol  much  less  than  $50,000,000 
of  outstanding  and  unsettled  accounts,  and  the  greatest 
confusion  in  every  branch  of  service.  Though  with- 
out experience,  I prepared,  shortly  after  I went  in,  the 
bill  for  its  organization,  and  on  its  passage  I drew  up 
the  body  of  rules  for  carrying  the  act  into  execution, 
both  of  which  remain  substantially  unchanged  to  this 
day.  After  reducing  the  outstanding  accounts  to  a few 
millions,  and  introducing  order  and  accountability  in 
every  branch  of  service,  and  bringing  down  the  expen- 
diture of  the  army  from  four  to  two  and  a hsdf  millions 
annually,  without  subtracting  a single  comfort  from 
either  officer  or  soldier,  I left  the  department  in  a con- 
dition that  might  well  be  compared  to  the  best  in  any 


country.  If  I am  deficient  in  the  qualities  which  the 
senator  attributes  to  me,  here  in  this  mass  of  detail  and 
business  it  ought  to  be  discovered.  Will  he  look  to  this 
to  make  good  his  charge? 

From  the  war  department  I was  transferred  to  the 
chair  which  you  now  occupy.  How  I acquitted  mj'self 
in  the  discharge  of  its  duties,  I leave  it  to  the  body  to 
decide,  without  adding  a word.  The  station,  from  its 
leisure,  gave  me  a good  opportunity  tostudy  the  genius 
of  the  prominent  maasure  of  the  day,  called  then  the 
American  system,  of  which  I profited.  I soon  perceiv- 
ed where  its  errors  lay,  and  how  it  would  operate,  I 
clearly  saw  its  desolating  effects  in  one  section,  and 
corrupting  influence  in  the  other;  and  when  I saw  that 
it  could  not  be  arrested  here,  I fell  back  on  my  own 
state,  and  a blow  was  given  to  a system  destined  to 
destroy  our  institutions,  if  not  overthrown,  which 
brought  it  to  the  ground.  This  brings  me  down  to  the- 
present  times,  and  where  passions  and  prejudices  are 
yet  too  strong  to  make  an  appeal,  with  any  prospect  of 
a fair  and  impartial  verdict.  I then  transfer  this,  and 
all  my  subsequent  acts,  including  the  present,  tothe  tri- 
bunal of  posterity,  with  a perfect  confidence  that  noth- 
ing will  be  found  in  what  I have  said  or  done,  to  im- 
peach my  integrity  or  understanding. 

I have  now,  senators,  repelled  the  attacks  on  me.  I 
have  settled  the  account  and  cancelled  the  debt  be- 
tween me  and  my  accuser.  I have  not  sought  this  con- 
troversy, nor  have  I shunned  it  when  forced  on  me.  I 
have  acted  on  the  defensive,  and  if  it  is  to  continue, 
which  rests  with  the  senator,  I shall  throughout  contin- 
ue so  to  act.  I know  too  well  the  advantage  of  my  po- 
sition to  surrender  it.  The  senator  commenced  the 
controversy,  and  it  is  but  right  that  he  should  be  respon- 
sible for  the  direction  it  shall  hereafter  take.  Be  his  de- 
termination what  it  may,  I stand  prepared  to  meet  him. 


TWENTY-FIFTH  CONGRESS. 

SECOND  SESSION SENATE. 

May  10.  Mr.  Webster  rose,  and  said  that,  a few 
days  ago,  one  of  the  honorable  members  from  Maine 
presented  certain  proceedings  of  the  legislature,  of 
Maine  upon  the  important  subject  of  the  northeast- 
ern boundary.  It  isgenerally  known  (said  Mr.  W.) 
that  the  cemmonwealthof'Massachusetts  hasadeep 
stake  in  this  question,  and  her  legislature  is  sensibly 
alive  to  its  importance,  and  to  its  present  state,  as  a 
question  pending  between  the  United  States  and 
England.  During  its  late  session,  the  subject  was 
referred  to  a committee  of  the  legislature,  and  a re- 
port made,  which  I think  a very  able  and  satisfacto- 
ry exposition  of  the  matter  in  controversy.  On 
this  report,  the  legislature  adopted  sundry  resolu- 
tions; and  I now  present  both  the  report  and  the 
resolutions,  and  propose  that  they  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  senators. 

It  is  my  purpose,  sir,  when  the  subject  shall  be 
called  up,  as  I understand  it  will  be  in  a few  days, 
to  say  something  upon  it.  The  honorable  member 
from  Maine  will  naturally  take  a lead  on  this  sub- 
ject, so  far  as  any  thing  is  to  be  said  or  done  here; 
but  I propose  also  to  take  some  little  part,  for  the 
purpose  of  explaining  to  the  senate,  if  I can,  the 
true  question  existing  between  the  two  countries, 
and  its  great  magnitude  and  importance  to  the  states 
concerned.  It  has  become  indispensably  necessary, 
in  my  opinion,  that  the  two  houses  of  congress 
should  be  induced  to  give  to  the  subject  their  imme- 
diate and  serious  attention. 

Mr.  Williams  gave  notice  that  be  should  ask  leave 
to-morrow  to  bring  in  a bill  for  the  survey  of  the 
northeastern  boundary. 

Mr.  Buchanan  presented  the  memorial  of  the  trus- 
tees of  the  university  of  Pennsylvania,  asking  con- 
gress to  grant  a portion  of  the  public  domain  to  that 
institution,  and  to  others  of  a similar  character  for 
the  purpose  of  promoting  the  cause  of  education, 
and  moved  that  it  be  printed,  and  referred  to  the 
committee  on  public  lands;  which  was  ordered  ac- 
cordingly. 

Several  petitions,  memorials,  &tc.  were  presented 
and  appropriatly  referred. 

A message  was  received  from  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  through  Mr.  A.  Van  Buren,  his  pri- 
vate secretary,  representing  the  treasury  to  be  al- 
most wholly  destitute  of  available  means,  and  re- 
commending the  prompt  passage  of  some  measure  of 
relief  by  congress,  and  especially  an  authority  for 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  reissue  the  $10- 
000,000  pf  treasury  notes  authorized  by  congress  at 
the  extra  session.  The  message  was  accompanied 
by  a report  made  to  the  executive  by  the  thesecretary 
of  the  treasury,  giving  the  details  of  the  embarass- 
ments  of  the  treasury.  Both  documents  were  read, 
referred  to  the  committee  on  finance,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed.  [For  the  message  &c.  see  page  175.] 

The  Vice  President  presented  from  the  war  de- 
partment, in  pursuance  of  a senate  resolution  of 
March  30th,  a report  of  the  commissioner  of  Indian 
affairs  on  the  subject  of  money  allowed  to  the  Indi- 
ans. Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Niles , the  committee  on  the  li- 
brary were  instructed  to  inquire  whether  there  was 
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any  thing  now  due  to  Hezekiah  Orcutt  for  the  bust 
of  chief  justice  Ellsworth,  and,  if  so,  to  bring  in  a 
bill  for  his  relief. 

Mr.  Davis,  from  the  committee  on  commerce,  to 
whom  had  been  referred  two  senate  resolutions  re- 
lating to  light-houses,  made  a report  on  the  subject 
which  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  prin- 
ted. 

Mr.  Rives  gave  notice  that  he  should  to-morrow, 
ask  leave  to  introdude  a bill  to  reorganize  the  ma- 
rine cops. 

The  senate  took  up,  on  its  third  reading,  the  bill 
to  construct  a hospital  in  the  city  of  Washington. 
Mr.  Niles  spoke  brieHy  against  the  bill,  but  inaudi- 
ble to  the  reporter.  Mr.  Roane  spoke  in  reply  to 
Mr.  Niles,  and  in  favor  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Morris  argued  at  some  length  against  the 
constitutional  power  of  congress  to  pass  the  bill  on 
the  general  ground  that  they  had  no  power  to  make 
appropriations  in  the  District  for  local  purposes. 
Mr.  Buchanan  opposed  the  bill  exclusively  on  the 
ground  of  the  present  destitute  condition  of  the  trea- 
sury. He  moved  that  the  bill  be  postponed  to  the 
first  Monday  in  December,  next,  and  called  tor  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  question,  which  were  order- 
ed. Mr.  Williams  spoke  in  favor  of  the  bill,  and  in 
reply  to  Mr.  Niles,  who  had  made  a statement 
which  he  thought  incorrect.  Mr.  Calhoun  opposed 
the  bill,  both  on  the  ground  of  its  constitutionality 
and  expediency. 

The  bill  was  postponed  to  the  first  day  of  the  next 
session  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Davis,  Fulton, 
Grundy,  Hubbard,  King,  Knight,  Lyon,  Morris, 
Nicholas,  Niles,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Smith,  of  Con- 
necticut, Tipton,  Wall,  White,  Wright — 2.3. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Linn, 
Lumpkin,  Merrick,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Prentiss,  Pres- 
ton, Rives,  Roane,  Robbins,  Smith,  of  Indiana, 
Southard,  Spence,  Swift, Tallmadge,  Trotter,  Web- 
ster, Williams,  Young — 21. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  sale  of  the  bonds  given 
to  the  government  for  stock  in  the  late  Bank  of  the 
U.  States,  was  read  a third  time,  and  passed,  and 
sent  to  the  other  house  tor  concurrence. 

Mr.  Wall,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary, 
reported  a bill  to  prevent  the  counterfeiting  of  trea- 
sury notes.  Read,  and  ordered  to  a second  read- 
ing. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  continue  the  corporate  existence  of  the  banks  of 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Benton  moved,  as  a substitute  for  the  bill,  to 
extend  the  charters  of  certain  banks  named  therein 
(all  the  banks)  to  the  4th  day  of  March,  1839,  pro- 
vided said  banks  should  not  issue  notes  of  a less 
denomination  than  .$.5;  that  they  should  not  payout 
the  notes  of  non-specie- paying  banks;  that  they 
should  redeem  all  their  notes  of  $5  when  required, 
after  the  1st  of  July  next;  and  should  resume  spe- 
cie payments  in  full  on  the  1st  of  September  next. 

Mr.  Roane  was  understood  to  speak  in  opposition 
to  this  amendment,  and  in  favor  of  the  bill  as  it 
was. 

Mr.  Hubbard  also  opposed  the  amendment,  and 
sent  an  amendment  of  his  own  to  the  table;  the  im- 
port of  which  was  developed  only  by  the  remark 
of  Mr.  H.  that  it  proposed  to  extend  farther  the 
existing  charters  of  the  banks. 

Mr.  Tipton  spoke  with  much  earnestness  in  fa- 
vor of  the  bill  as  it  was.  He  said  it  had  been  pre- 
pared with  great  care  by  the  committee,  and  there 
would  be  danger  of  defeating  the  whole  measure  if 
it  should  be  materially  altered.  Five  months  of 
the  session  were  gone,  this  measure  being  put  off 
Iro  n time  to  time,  and  now  it  already  began  to  be 
sairl  that  too  much  time  was  gone  for  this  bill  to 
pass.  Mr.  T.  spoke  feelingly  of  the  uncertainty 
and  distractions  produced  in  the  District  by  the  de- 
lays of  congress  to  legislate  in  due  time  on  District 
concerns.  He  commended  one  of  the  banks  as  be- 
ing one  of  the  few  that  had  resumed  specie  pay- 
ments. 

Mr.  Knight  said  he  hoped  we  should  not  post- 
pone this  question,  but  act  on  it  at  this  time.  He 
did  not  agree  with  the  senator  from  Indiana  in  re- 
gard to  one  of  the  banks  of  this  city— he  meant  the 
bank  that  had  been  paying  specie  for  the  last  five 
or  six  months.  Ido  not  (said  Mr.  K.)  consider 
the  conduct  of  that  bank  any  more  meritorious 
than  the  others.  What  would  have  been  the  con- 
dition of  the  citizens  of  this  District  had  the  other 
hanks  called  in  their  bills,  and  issued  none?  Why, 
sir,  many  of  the  citizens  would  have  been  bank- 
l upt;  they  would  not  have  had  a circulating  medi- 
um for  the  transacting  of  their  business,  and  of 
course  could  not  pay  the  demands  against  them. 
As  to  the  banks  being  able  to  redeem  all  their  bills 
in  circulation,  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  that  fact. 
Let  the  people  pay  a small  part  of  what  they  owe 


the  banks,  and  the  banks  will  be  able  to  redeem  all 
their  bills.  If  the  debtors  will  pay  ten  per  cent,  of 
what  they  owe  to  the  banks  in  gold  and  silver  the 
banks  will  pay  all  their  paper  in  circulation  with- 
out the  least  delay;  but,  until  this  is  done,  it  is  bet- 
ter to  let  them  go  on  as  they  now  do;  the  public 
will  be  safe,  the  banks  will  sustain  the  business  of 
the  community,  and  no  loss  will  accrue  to  any  body. 
But  to  break  them  up,  and  compel  them  to  close 
their  business,  would  only  injure  the  men  and  busi- 
ness of  the  District,  and  do  no  good  to  others. — 
Therefore,  it  seems  to  me  the  better  course  would 
be  to  continue  their  present  charters  for  a limited 
time,  which  may  be  done  by  striking  out  all  (he 
amendment  of  the  senator  from  Missouri  except 
the  first  clause,  and  alter  its  date  to  the  time  that 
shall  be  agreed  on,  and  this  is  all  that  may  be  ne- 
cessary at  this  time.  The  banks  then  may  go  on, 
and  they  will  resume  specie  payments  as  soon  as 
the  people  are  able  to  pay  them.  I will  not  make 
the  motion  to  amend  the  amendment,  but  will  only 
suggest  it  for  the  consideration  of  the  senate. 

Mr.  Benton  uttered  a strong  and  earnest  condem- 
nation of  those  banks  which  had  resumed  specie 
payments.  They  had  no  notes  out  of  their  own, 
and  were  helping  to  circulate  the  notes  of  other 
and  non-specie-paying  banks.  He  considered  them 
as  the  worst  and  most  culpable  of  all,  and  Mr.  B. 
was  not  to  be  bamboozled  by  any  such  pretence  of 
resuming  specie  payments. 

Mr.  Tipton  again  spoke  earnestly  in  favor  of  giv- 
ing these  banks  a fair  opportunity  to  resume  with 
the  other  banks  of  the  country,  without  destroying 
themselves  and  distressing  the  community.  He  en- 
treated the  senate  not  to  give  this  bill  the  go-by, 
but  to  act  upon  it  promptly  and  definitively.  He 
expressed  some  surprise  at  Mr.  B.’s  condemnation 
ol  specie-paying  banks. 

Mr.  Benton  reiterated  that  condemnation  in  strong 
and  unqualified  terms. 

Mr.  Grundy  commended  the  Bank  of  Washing- 
ton, so  far  as  it  redeemed  its  own  paper  when  it 
was  presented.  In  doing  this  it  only  fulfilled  its 
engagement;  and  it  was  uncertain  whether  it  was 
to  be  condemned  for  aiding  in  circulating  the  bills 
of  other  banks.  If  it  did  it  in  the  course  of  its 
useful  and  necessary  business,  it  was  still  in  the 
way  of  its  duty;  but  if  it  did  it  under  an  engage- 
ment to  benefit  other  banks  by  a circulation  of  their 
notes,  it  was  highly  censurable.  Mr.  G.  spoke  also 
in  favor  of  delaying  action  on  this  subject  till  con- 
gress could  see  whether  these  banks  would  actually 
resume  specie  payments.  He  was  wholly  opposed 
to  acting  at  all  at  this  time  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Hubbard  spoke  in  vindication  of  specie- 
paying banks,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Benton.  He  oppos- 
ed, also,  the  continuance  of  the  banks  for  twenty 
years,  as  proposed  by  the  bill,  and  advocated  their 
continuance  for  a shorter  period,  till  congress  should 
have  time  to  consider  and  determine  what  ought  to 
be  done. 

Mr.  Niles  spoke  earnestly  against  the  bill,  as 
sanctioning  the  violation  of  law,  and  as  enlisting 
congress  under  the  bantierof  non-resumption,  which 
he  described  as  already  triumphant  over  the  laws 
and  the  country. 

Mr.  Davis  spoke  in  opposition  to  all  measures  of 
delay  or  postponement  on  this  subject.  The  com- 
mittees of  this  house  and  the  other  had  examined 
the  condition  of  these  banks,  and,  on  the  whole, 
had  become  entirely  satisfied  that  they  were  right. 
If  congress  were  not  now  prepared  to  act,  Mr.  D. 
regretted  it,  for  they  ought  to  be  prepared.  Aland 
of  rod  in  pickle  had  for  some  time  been  held  over 
these  banks,  and  it  had  operated  to  produce  very 
great  injury  to  the  banks  themselves  and  through 
them  to  the  community.  Restrictive  and  menacing 
propositions  had  been  made  in  congress  from  time 
io  time,  and  a determination  had  been  expressed  to 
carry  them  into  effect.  This,  of  itself,  had  impos- 
ed restraint  upon  the  operations  of  the  banks,  so  as 
to  prevent  their  affording  the  necessary  lacililies 
for  business,  and  had  thus  distressed  and  embar- 
rassed the  community,  and.  in  some  cases,  had  pro- 
duced bankruptcy.  Mr.  D.  also,  in  reply  to  Mr. 
Benton,  vindicated  those  banks  which,  like  those  in 
his  own  state,  were  now  endeavoring  to  resume 
specie  payments. 

Mr.  Benton  explained  that  he  meant  his  remarks 
to  apply  only  to  those  banks  that  pretended  to  pay 
specie,  when  they  had  no  notes  in  circulation. — 
Such,  he  said,  was  the  case  with  the  Bank  of  Wash- 
ington; its  specie-paying  was  a humbug. 

Mr.  Davis  could  not  deny  that  it  was  so;  he  had 
not  seen  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  Washington  in 
circulation;  but  he  insisted  that,  from  the  very  na- 
ture of  the  case,  their  notes  could  not  circulate. 
They  would  be  immediately  returned  upon  them 
for  specie,  till  specie  should  be  at  par  with  paper, 
by  a general  resumption. 


After  a few  further  remarks  from  Mr.  Niles,  in 
favor  of  acting  on  high  legislative  principles,  with- 
out regard  to  temporary  inconvenience,  and  from 
Mr.  Davis,  in  reply,  the  amendments  or  substitutes 
of  Messrs.  Benton  and  Hubbard  were  ordered  to  be 
printed,  and  the  action  on  the  bill  was  informally 
suspended,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Buchanan,  who 
wished  to  examine  further  the  original  bill. 

The  senate  adjourned,  after  an  executive  session. 

May  11.  After  the  presentation  of  memorials, 
&c.,  Mr.  Mouton,  on  leave,  introduced  a bill  to  au- 
thorize goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  imported  in- 
to the  United  States  lo  be  deposited  in  warehouses. 
Read  tw'ice,  and  referred. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Robbins,  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  was  directed  to  inform  the  senate,  as  soon 
as  practicable,  of  the  amount  of  goods  imported 
into  the  United  States  from  May  10,  1837,  to  May 
10,  1S38,  and  also  the  amount  of  duties  received  in 
the  same  period. 

1 On  motion  of  Mr.  Linn,  the  secretary  of  the  se- 
nate was  directed  to  deliver  to  the  solicitor  of  the 
treasury,  for  the  use  of  his  office,  a copy  of  the 
documents  and  laws  on  the  public  lands,  published 
by  Duff  Green. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Preslon,  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Hard  & Longstreet  was  taken  up,  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Anthony  Gale  was  in- 
definitely postponed. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  continue  the  corporate  existence  ol  the  banks  of 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Niles  spoke  and  read  extracts  at  much  length 
in  opposition  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  he  should  be  pleased  to  vote 
for  this  bill,  and  he  should  do  so  if  it  could  be 
brought  to  the  form  in  which  he  thought  it  ought 
to  be;  but  he  could  not  vote  for  it  in  its  present 
form.  He  would,  therefore,  offer  two  or  three 
amendments,  which,  if  not  adopted,  he  should  feel 
compelled  to  vote  against  the  bill. 

Mr.  B.  accordingly  moved  to  strike  out  the  se- 
cond section  of  the  bill,  which  allows  to  each  of 
the  banks  a capital  of  $500,000.  He  thought  a 
$3,000,000  bank  capital  for  this  District  quite  too 
much,  making  a direct  increase  of  $1.200,000, — 
His  object  was  to  continue  the  capital  of  each  bank 
as  it  now  actually  was. 

Mr.  Roane  said  he  should  rest  satisfied  in  the  end 
with  this  bill,  in  any  form  which  its  friends  might 
think  proper  to  give  it.  But  he  was  opposed  to 
this  amendment.  It  v.as  the  design  of  the  commit- 
tee not  to  fix  the  capital  at  the  amount  actually  em- 
ployed, but  to  give  room  for  increase  in  case  the 
business  ol  the  District  should  require  it.  in  conse- 
quence of  the  expected  increase  of  trade  with  the 
west.  But  they  had  taken  it  for  granted  that  there 
would  be  no  actual  increase  of  capital,  unless  the 
state  of  business  should  demand  it.  Mr.  R.  thought 
it  very  important  that  the  contingent  privilege 
should  be  granted  to  each  bank,  of  increasing  its 
capital,  if  necessary,  to  $500,000. 

Mr.  Williams  was  understood  to  speak  in  favor 
of  fixing  a limit  suitable  to  the  actual  capital,  leav- 
ing it  to  congress  hereafter  to  extend  that  limit  if  it 
should  be  found  necessary.  He  also  argued  in  fa- 
\ or  of  allowing  all  individuals  in  a community  to 
partake  equally  of  the  benefits  of  banking. 

Mr.  Hubbard  spoke  in  favor  of  retaining  the  se- 
cond section,  and  modifying  it  so  as  to  reduce  the 
capital  of  each  bank,  if  thought  best,  from  $500,- 
000  to  $ 335,000  which  was  the  present  actual  ca- 
pital of  the  Bank  of  Washington. 

Mr.  King  said  he  happened  to  be  chairman  of  the 
committee  appointed  to  examine  into  the  condition 
of  the  District  banks  at  the  time  (1834)  when  some 
of  them  had  suspended  specie  payments.  He  was 
then  prejudiced  against  them,  and  therefore  was 
disposed  to  examine  with  great  strictness,  whether, 
in  suspension,  they  had  been  subject  to  any  impro- 
per influence,  and  the  committee  were  fully  satis- 
fied, after  examination,  that  there  had  been  no  such 
influence,  they  had  done  all  they  could  to  continue 
specie  payments,  but  had  been 'compelled  to  sus- 
pend by  the  banks  in  I alfitnore;  they  had  then  act- 
ed a most  honorable  part,  by  giving  public  notice 
that  they  would  be  able  to  redeem  all  their  notes, 
and  calling  on  the  holders  to  make  no  sacrifice  up- 
on them.  1 

Mr.  K.  also  stated  that  the  purchase  of  their  own 
stock  by  the  banks  had  been  done  in  an  honorable 
manner,  not  to  enrich  themselves,  but  they  had 
purchased  it  at  the  market  price  from  individuals  in 
order  to  enable  them  to  free  themselves  from  debt 

Mr.  K.  also  argued  in  favor  of  equalizing  the  ca- 
pital among  the  different  banks,  if  it  should  be 
thought  best  to  reduce  if. 

Mr.  Buchanan,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Hubbard,  who 
wished  the  second  section  to  be  modified  so  as  to 
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equalize  the  capital,  said  he  wished  the  old  stock 
and  the  old  stockholders  to  remain  as  they  were. 

Mr.  Davis  advocated  the  bill  in  its  original  form. 
He  thought  the  committee  had  the  best  means  of 
judging  what  was  best  for  the  District.  He  argued 
that  a large  capital  was  both  better  and  safer  for 
the  community;  that  the  danger  was  not  in  a large 
capital,  but  a false  capital;  that  it  was  better  for  the 
community  to  have  banks  numerous  enough  to  ad- 
mit of  free  competition  in  their  efforts  to  accommo- 
date the  public;  and  that  bank  stock  was  almost  in- 
variably purchased  up  by  the  corporation,  for  the 
exclusive  purpose  of  maintaining  its  credit. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  he  thought  $1,000,000  of  ca- 
pital sufficient  for  the  city  of  Washington  alone. — 
With  a population  of  40,000,  and  without  much 
commerce,  their  actual  capital  was  now  $940,000. 

Mr.  Merrick  expressed  much  regret  at  the  condi- 
tion which  Mr.  Buchanan  had  attached  to  his  vote, 
and  he  spoke  with  great  earnestness  in  favor  of  the 
original  bill.  He  argued  that  the  amount  of  capital 
proposed  by  the  bill  was  not  equal  in  proportion  to 
the  capital  in  the  larger  cities  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Webster  said  he  was  rather  disposed  to  re- 
duce the  capital,  if  it  could  be  properly  done;  but 
the  reduction  proposed  by  Mr.  Buchanan  would 
cause  very  great  inequality,  to  which  he  could  not 
agree. 

After  a few  further  remarks  on  this  point  bv 
Messrs.  Williams,  Buchanan,  Merrick,  Webster  and 
Hubbard, 

Mr.  Buchanan  modified  his  motion  so  as  to  leave 
the  second  section  in  the  bill,  and  to  amend  it  by 
making  the  capital  of  the  Bank  of  Washington 
$ 33-5,01)0  to  be  divided  into  16,750  shares,  of  $20 
dollars  each,  instead  of  a capital  of  $500,000,  di- 
vided into  25,000  shares  of  the  same  amount. 

Mr.  Southard  argurd  at  considerable  length,  and 
with  much  earnestness,  chiefly  from  statistical  data, 
in  favor  of  the  bill  as  it  was.  He  also  commented 
oti  the  apparent  inconsistency  of  denouncing  hank 
paper  as  bank  rags,  and  then  denouncing  the  banks 
foi  drawing  in  their  paper.  Mr.  Benton  spoke  at 
much  length,  partly  in  reply,  but  mainly  on  the 
general  subject  of  the  bill.  Mr.  Southard  showed 
that  by  the  act  of  1811  each  of  these  banks  was  al- 
lowed a capital  of  $500,000.  This  bill,  therefore, 
proposed  no  increase  of  capital. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  his  object  was  to  continue  the 
actual  capital  of  the  banks  as  they  now  were,  and 
as  they  had  themselves  made  them.  He  was  op- 
posed to  allowing  them  any  actual  increase  at  this 
time. 

Mr,  B.’s  amendment,  was  agreed  to,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  of  Alabama,  Clayton.  Cuthbert,  Ful- 
ton, Hubbard,  King,  Knight,  Linn,  Kumpkin,  Lyon, 
Monton,  Nicholas,  Liles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Rives, 
Robinson,  Buggies,  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Trotter, 
Wall,  White,  Williams,  Wright,  Young — 29. 

NAYS — Messrs,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Merrick, 
Roane,  Robbins,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  South- 
ard, Spence,  Swift,  Tipton,  Webster — 12. 

Mr.  Buchanan  moved  further  to  amend  the  bill, 
by  requiring  the  batiks  to  keep  an  amount  ofspecie 
in  their  vaults  equal  to  one-fourth  of  their  private 
deposites  as  well  as  of  their  circulation. 

Mr.  Roane  explained  the  ground  on  which  the 
committee  had  required  specie  only  to  the  amount 
of  one  fourth  of  the  circulation. 

Mr.  Buchanan  argued,  from  the  practice  in  Eng- 
land and  other  places,  that  safety  required  specie  to 
the  amount  proposed  by  his  amendment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Benton,  who  expressed  a desire 
to  obtain  some  additional  evidence  on  the  subject, 

The  senate  adjourned. 

May  12.  Several  memorials,  petitions,  &c.  in 
reference  to  the  treaty  with  the  Cherokees  were 
presented  and  laid  on  the  table. 

A resolution  before  offered  by  Mr.  Hubbard  was 
taken  up,  arid  modified  by  the  mover  to  the  follow- 
ing import: 

Resolved,  That  no  original  paper  relative  to  any  pri- 
vate claims  shall  be  withdrawn  from  the  files  of  the 
senate  after  they  shall  have  been  referred  to  commit- 
tees and  reported  upon;  but  the  secretary  of  the  senate, 
when  required,  shall  give  certified  copies  of  the  same, 
for  the  same  fees  as  are  now  charged  for  similar  duties 
in  the  state  department;  which  fees  shall  be  placed 
by  the  secretary  to  the  credit  of  the  contingent  fund 
of  the  senate. 

Mr.  Sevier  objected  to  this  increase  of  duty  on 
the  part  of  the  secretary,  without  allowing  him  any 
additional  compensation. 

Mr.  Hubbard  remarked  that  the  oversight  of  this 
was  one  of  the  appropriate  duties  of  the  secretary 
as  such,  for  which  he  received  a regular  salary. 
He  would  of  course  be  authorized  to  employ 
another  clerk,  if  he  should  have  occasion  for  more 
assistance. 

Mr.  Clayton  suggested  the  propriety  of  furnishing 
the  copies  required  free  of  expense  to  the  with- 


drawers,  as  they  had  heretofore  withdrawn  their 
original  papers  without  expense. 

Mr.  Hubbard  would  prefer  this  to  the  withdrawal 
of  the  original  papers;  the  detention  of  which  he 
insisted  was  of  great  importance. 

Mr.  Davis  spoke  strongly  in  favor  of  the  resolu- 
tion as  calculated  to  prevent  the  maturing  and  bol- 
stering of  fraudulent  claims.  He  believed,  if  the 
resolution  should  be  adopted,  very  few  copies  of 
the  papers  would  be  called  for,  whether  or  not  any 
charge  for  them  should  be  made. 

The  resolution,  as  stated  above,  was  then  agreed 
to. 

The  senate  took  up  the  bill  to  prevent  the  coun- 
terfeiting of  treasury  notes,  and  other  obligations 
and  securities  of  the  government. 

Mr.  Preston  objected  strongly  to  the  second  sec- 
tion of  the  bill,  which  provides  that  no  person  ac- 
cused shall  escape  conviction,  as  by  the  common 
law,  on  acount  of  fhe  mere  want  of  literal,  techni- 
cal or  formal  accuracy.  He  argued  that  this  prin- 
ciple of  the  common  law  often  rescued  the  inno- 
cent from  the  impetuosity  of  power,  and  he  was 
unwilling  that  this  principle  of  the  common  law 
should  in  this  way  be  invaded.  Mr.  Wall  stated 
that  this  principle  had  been  given  up  in  England 
and  in  this  country  to  a consideiable  extent,  as  of- 
ten affording  an  escape  for  rouges.  Mr.  Preston 
said  it  was  better  that  ten  rouges  should  escape 
than  that  one  innocent  person  shold  suiter.  He  re- 
garded these  technicalities,  difficulties,  and  delays 
in  prosecutions  as  among  the  entrenchments  of  li- 
berty which  he  was  unwilling  to  abandon. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  anti  with  the 
assent  of  Mr.  Wall,  the  above  described  second  sec- 
lion  of  the  bill  was  striker!  out,  and  the  bill  so 
amended  was  ordered  lo  be  engrossed  for  a third 
reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hard  k.  Longstreet  was 
read  a third  time,  earnestly  opposed  by  Mr.  King 
and  Mr.  Morris , as  earnestly  advocated  by  Mr. 
Preston,  also  by  Mr.  Robinson,  and  was  then  pas- 
sed without  division.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Benton, 
the  senate  held  a short  executive  session.  After 
the  executive  session,  Mr.  Buchanan  (having  cal- 
led up  the  bill  for  that  purpose)  modified  his  mo- 
tion of  yesterday  in  regard  to  specie  in  the  bank  of 
Washington,  so  as  to  require  it,  after  the  1st  of 
January  next,  to  have  an  amount  of  specie  “equal 
to  at  least  one-fourill  of  its  circulation  and  average 
private  deposites,  excluding  special  deposites.'” 
This  provision  is  of  course  designed  to  be  made 
general. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

May  14.  Mr.  Webster  presented  the  memorial  of 
the  citizens  of  Stoneham,  in  Massachusetts,  rela- 
tive to  tlie  Cherokee  treaty,  and  praying  coDgress 
not  to  entorce  that  treaty. 

Mr.  W,  said  it  was  evident  that  a very  general 
feeling  existed  in  the  country,  that  injustice  had 
been  done  to  the  Cherokees;  that  the  treaty  was 
never  assented  to  by  the  tribe;  that  it  was  founded 
in  injustice,  and  obtained  by  fraud  and  briber}-;  and 
that  is  due  to  honor,  justice,  and  national  charac- 
ter, that  the  whole  proceedings  should  be  levised, 
in  a spirit  of  fairness  and  equity,  and  all  done  that 
can  be  dene  to  do  right  to  these  people.  He  fer- 
vently hoped  those  who  had  the  power  over  the  case 
would  give  their  immediate  and  serious  attention  to 
the  subject. 

The  memorial  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  McKean  presented  a memorial  from  citizens 
of  Bedford  county,  Pennsylvania,  complaining  of 
the  great  inconvenience  by  reason  of  the  regula- 
tions of  the  general  post  office  department  requir- 
ing the  payment  of  postage  to  be  made  in  specie; 
that,  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  specie  now  in  circu- 
lation, there  is  not  a sufficiency  to  be  obtained  for 
that  purpose;  and  that  all  the  small  change  in  spe- 
cie is  concentrated  in  the  post  office,  to  the  injury 
of  the  citizens  generally;  and  praying  that  a law 
may  be  passed  compelling  the  postmasters  through- 
out the  United  States  to  receive  current  bank  notes 
in  payment  of  postage.  Referred  to  the  commit- 
tee on  the  post  office  and  post  roads. 

Mr.  McK.  also  presented  seven  memorials,  sign- 
ed by  a large  number  of  citizens  of  Pennsylvania, 
remonstrating  against  carrying  info  effect  the  treaty 
of  New  Echoia,  made  with  the  Cherokee  Indians. 
Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Prentiss  presented  the  memorial  of  a num- 
ber of  citizens  of  Montpelier.  Vermont,  remon- 
strating against  the  execution  of  the  Cherokee  trea- 
ty. Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Swift  presented  the  petition  of  Andrew  Nor- 
ton. Referred. 

Mr.  Norvell  presented  the  petitions  of  Benjamin 
F.  Potts  and  another  individual.  Referred. 

Mr.  Williams  asked  leave,  in  pursuance  of  pre- 
vious notice,  to  introduce  a bill  for  the  survey  of 
the  northeastern  boundary  of  the  United  States. 


Mr.  W.  accompanied  his  motion  for  leave  by  a 
history  of  the  circumstances  to  which  the  hill  (ac- 
cording with  the  treaty  on  which  the  United  States 
rely ) owed  its  origin,  and  made  some  remarks  in 
favor  of  its  passage,  speaking,  in  all,  about  an  hour 
and  a half. 

Mr.  Webster  said  he  had  already  expressed  a de- 
sire to  say  something  on  this  subject,  but  he  would 
prefer  another  occasion.  AVith  the  consent  of  the 
senator  from  Maine,  he  would  therefore  now  move 
to  lay  his  motion  for  leave  to  bring  in  a bill  on  this 
subject  on  the  fable  for  the  present,  with  a view  to 
call  it  up  in  a day  or  two.  Mr.  Williams’  motion 
for  leave  was  accordingly  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Webster  said  t hat  since  he  had  last  address- 
ed the  senate  on  this  subject,  he  had  received,  in  a 
more  formal  shape,  the  resolutions  of  the  legislature 
of  Massachusetts  in  relation  to  the  northeastern 
boundary,  which  he  would  now  present,  and  move 
that  they  be  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be 
printed;  which  was  done  accordingly. 

Attached  to  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the 
Massachusetts  legislature,  on  the  subject  of  the 
northeastern  boundary,  were  two  maps  relating  to 
the  same  subject;  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Web- 
ster, were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rives,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Vespasian  Ellis  was  taken  up,  amended,  and  order- 
ed to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  continue  the  corporate  existence  of  the  banks  in 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  question  being  on  Mr.  Buchanan’s  amend- 
ment, requiring  ti  e Bank  of  Washington  to  keep 
an  amount  of  specie  equal  to  one-fourth  of  ils  cir- 
culation and  of  the  average  amount  of  its  private 
deposites,  excluding  special  deposit'd?,  Mr.  Web- 
ster said,  in  relation  to  this  amendment,  and  to  all 
similar  propositions,  that  it  was  their  object  to  cre- 
ate a certain  relation  between  specie  in  the  banks 
and  the  debts  of  the  banks  as  shown  by  the  amount 
of  their  private  deposites,  which,  in  his  opinion, 
w-as  not  the  true  one;  and  could  not  be  regarded  so 
much  as  a security  that  the  banks  would  pay  all 
their  debts,  as  for  another  purpose.  Banks  might 
have  a very  large  amount  of  specie  in  proportion 
to  their  deposites  and  circulation,  and  yet  not  be 
able  to  pay  their  debts,  and  vice  versa.  The  amount 
of  specie  in  banks  was  to  some  extent  a security 
for  their  soundness;  but  Mr.  AAL  thought  the  prima- 
ry object  of  it  was  or  ought  to  be  to  require  a cer- 
tain proportion  of  specie  to  be  always  in  the  vaults 
of  the  banks,  to  prevent  an  excessive  issue  of  pa- 
per. 

Mr.  Benton  spoke  at  much  length  in  favor  of  the 
largest  proportion  between  the  specie  in  the  hanks 
and  all  their  liabilities,  and  moved  to  strike  the 
word  “private”  from  Mr.  Buchanan’s  amendment. 

Mi.  Buchanan  said  he  did  not  think  they  ought 
to  endeavor  to  make  model  banks  of  the  small  banks 
in  this  District.  If  Mr.  B.  were  at  home,  be  would 
be  in  favor  of  acting  on  the  rule  of  the  Bank  of 
England,  of  having  one  dollar  in  specie  for  every 
three  of  their  circulation  and  deposites.  But  he 
thought  the  rule  too  severe,  under  the  circumstan- 
ces, for  the  banks  of  this  District,  and  he  .should 
therefore  vote  against  the  amendment.  Mr.  Ben- 
ton’s amendment  was  lost — Ayes  13,  noes  15. 

Mr.  Webster  said  he  was  convinced,  by  his  own 
observations  and  those  of  others,  that  ’he  Bank  of 
England  had,  on  this  subject,  acted  on  an  errone- 
ous principle.  Experience  had  shown  fully  that 
the  mere  convertibility  of  bank  paper  was  no  abso- 
lute security  for  the  soundness  and  safety  of  fhe 
bank.  What  then  was  the  security?  He  thought 
tli e only  reasonable  and  perpetual  security  was  to 
maintain  a direct  relation  between  the  specie  in 
the  banks  and  their  circulation,  and  this  was  much 
less  a security  that  the  debts  of  fhe  banks  would  be 
all  paid,  than  as  a security  that  the  issues  of  paper 
would  not  run  beyond  a certain  limit. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  spoke  in  favor  ot  Mr. 
Buchanan’s  amendment,  and  argued  that  banks 
were  just  as  much  bound  to  redeem  their  general 
deposites  as  their  bills  in  circulation. 

Mr.  Buchanan  spoke  in  reply  to  Mr.  Webster, 
urging  that  although  the  amendment  would  not 
providp  absolute  security  that  the  banks  would  be 
able  to  pay  their  debts,  it  would  yet  tend  to  in- 
crease that  security. 

Mr.  Hubbard,  also  argued  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment from  statistical  premises  relating  to  the  pro- 
portion of  the  specie  and  liabilities  of  banks  in  va- 
rious states. 

Mr.  Rives  spoke  at  much  length,  and  with  great 
earnestness,  in  favor  of  something  more  indulgent 
than  this  amendment,  to  the  banks  in  this  District, 
or  rather  to  the  people  themselves,  for  whose  bene- 
fit alone  they  were  or  ought  to  be  legislating.  He 
showed,  from  statistics  compiled  by  Mr.  Gallatin, 
that  in  1829,  when  batiks  and  banking  were  re- 
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garded  as  in  a high  state  of  security,  the  propor- 
tion of  specie  to  notes  and  deposites  was  far  below 
what  was  proposed  by  this  amendment.  He  also 
showed,  by  a report  of  Samuel  Jones  Lloyd,  that 
in  the  case  of  the  Bank  of  England,  though  it  pro- 
fessed to  have  one  in  specie  for  three  in  liabilities 
by  deposites  and  currency,  yet  the  average  actual 
proportion  was  only  as  one  to  eight.  Mr.  R.  was 
in  favor  of  high  security  in  this  respect,  but  lie 
wished  to  make  it  practicable  in  fact  as  well  as  in 
law. 

Mr.  Buchanan  spoke  in  reply  to  Mr.  Rives,  and 
earnestly  in  favor  of  his  amendment.  He  was  un- 
willing to  be  guided  in  legislation  by  these  general 
facts,  resulting  from  a strong  desire  of  profit  by 
banking.  He  mentioned  several  states  in  which 
the  present  average  was  the  same  or  nearly  the 
same  as  that  proposed  by  his  amendment.  The 
amendment,  he  maintained,  was  a practicable  pro- 
position, for  the  banks,  though  desirous  to  make 
the  best  bargain  they  could,  would  gladly  receive 
their  charters  even  with  this  provision. 

Without  anv  further  action,  the  senate  adjourned. 

May  15.  The  Vice  President  presented  a report 
from  the  treasury  department,  in  pursuance  ot  a sen- 
ate resolution  of’  the  9th  March  last,  in  relation  to 
the  clerks  employed  in  that  department.  Laid  on 
the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Davis  presented  the  memorial  of  Jacob  Cum- 
mings, and  others,  citizens  of  Southboro’,  Massachu- 
setts’, setting  forth  their  reasons  for  believing  the 
treaty  with  the  CherokeeS  to  be  illegal,  and  praying, 
it  said  treaty  is  enforced,  it  may  be  done  with  hu- 
manity. 

Also  the  memorial  ol  David  Daggett  and  439  oth- 
ers, of  New  Haven,  in  the  state  of  Connecticut,  set- 
ting lor th  their  belief  that  the  Cherokees  never  as- 
sented to  the  treaty  of  New  Echota,  and  praying 
that  the  honor  of  the  nation  may  r.ot  be  stained,  and 
the  retribution  of  heaven  provoked,  by  enforcing  the 
conditions  of  that  instrument  against  the  will  ol  the 
Cherokees. 

Also  a like  memorial  of  27  citizens  of  Hamden, 
Connecticut. 

Also  a like  memorial  of  72  citizens  of  Durham, 
Connecticut. 

Mr.  Davis  also  presented  the  memorial  of  citizens 
of  Orange  county,  New  York,  upon  the  same  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  McKean  also  presented  remonstrances  on  the 
same  subject  irom  citizens  of  Pennsylvania.  All 
1;  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Lumpkin  here  rose  and  said  he  held  in  his 
hand  a letter  Irom  John  Ridge,  a full  blooded  native 
Cherokee,  which  contained  much  interesting  inlor- 
matiou  in  relation  to  the  true  condition  ol  the  Chero- 
kees who  had  emigrated  west  of  the  Mississippi, 
and  asked  that  the  letter  might  be  read.  No  objec- 
tion having  been  made,  he  read  the  letter  and  then 
thanked  the  senate  for  their  indulgence,  &c.  Mr. 
Davis,  when  Mr.  L.  had  concluded,  presented  an- 
other remonstrance  of  the  same  kind,  and  then  com- 
mented upon  the  letter  just  read — this  gave  rise  to  a 
brief  debate,  which  did  not  result  in  any  legislative 
action.  The  debate  shall  have  a place  in  our  next. 

I Mr.  Brown  presented  the  proceedings  of  a meet- 
ing in  North  Carolina,  (subject  unheard.)  Referred. 

Mr.  Miles,  from  the  committee  on  commerce,  re- 
porteJ  a bill  imposing  a duty  on  starch.  Read,  and 
ordered  to  a second  reading. 

I Mr.  Crittenden,  from  the  committee  on  revolution- 
ary claims,  made  unfavorable  reports,  which  were 
agreed  to,  on  the  claims  of  various  individuals,  (un- 
■ heard.) 

Mr.  Allen  presented  the  following  resolution, 
which,  being  objected  to,  lies  over  one  day: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  lor  tile  District  of 
Columbia  procure  and  report  to  the  senate  state- 
ments of  the  condition  of  the  several  banks  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  that  have  applied  for  an  ex- 
tension of  their  charters,  in  relation  to  the  following 
pa.  ticuiars: 

1.  Tile  names  of  the  officers  and  directors  of  the 
banks,  the  amount  of  stock  owned  by  each,  and  the 
debts  due  from  each  to  the  banks  respectively,  dis- 
criminating between  the  executive,  leg  slative,  and 
judicial  officers  of  the  government  among  them,  and 
I also  between  residents  and  non-residents. 

2.  The  stockholders  of  the  banks  respectively,  the 
amount  of  stock  owned  by  each,  and  of  debts  due 
from  each,  discriminating  as  above. 

3.  The  debtors  to  the  banks  respectively,  and  the 
amount  due  from  each,  discriminating  as  above. 

4.  The  number  of  suits  that  the  banks  respec- 
tively have  instituted  against  their  debtor*  since  the 
suspension  of  specie  payments,  and  the  amount  due 
from  each,  discriminating  as  above. 

The  objection  to  an  immediate  decision  on  this 
resolution  was  made  by  Mr.  Roane,  who  said  he 
was  willing  that  any  information  on  the  subject 
should  be  procured,  but  he  did  not  like  to  have  the 


bill  delayed,  especially  as  the  greater  portion  ol  the 
information  called  lor  by  the  resolution,  and  all  that 
was  p oper  and  of  any  real  importance,  was  already 
on  the  table  of  the  senate.  Mr.  R.  spoke  with  strong 
disapprobation  on  the  part  of  the  resolution  which 
called  for  an  examination  into  the  private  atlairs  ol 
the  banks  in  their  dealings  with  individuals.  It  could 
not  be  made  without  a violation  of  the  high  princi- 
ples of  morality. 

The  resolution  was  consequently  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble for  to-day,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  bills  to  prevent  the  counterfeiting  of  treasury 
notes,  and  for  the  relief  Vespasian  Ellis,  were  several- 
ly read  a third  time  and  passed. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  continue  the  corporate  existence  of  the  banks  in 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  question  being  on  Mr.  Buchanan’s  amend- 
ment to  require  the  banks  to  retain  an  amount  of 
specie  equal  to  their  circulation  and  to  the  average 
amount  of  their  private  deposites,  excluding  special 
deposites. 

Mr.  Niles  spoke  a long  time  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment, ar.d  in  leply  to  Mr.  Rives’  remarks  of  yester- 
day. 

Mr.  Knight  said:  The  senator  from  Connecticut  is 
for  protecting  the  people  against  extraordinary  is- 
sues of  bank  paper.  So  am  I.  It  is  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  people  in  their  business  concerns  that  I 
shall  vote  against  this  amendment.  I consider  it 
best  to  take  the  circulation  only  as  the  rule  to  govern 
the  specie,  and  not  the  deposites,  and  circulation,  as 
proposed  by  the  amendment.  If  we  include  the  de- 
posites also,  it  will  cause  such  a fluctuation  in  the 
business  of  the  banks  as  to  operate  on  the  merchants 
and  others  owing  and  doing  business  with  them. — 
Every  additional  deposite  will  disturb  the  relations 
of  those  whose  business  is  connected  with  these  in- 
stitutions. We  all  know  that  every  bank  has  ac- 
counts with  merchants  whose  daily  business  chan- 
ges their  situation  in  regard  to  deposites  in  the  bank, 
and  by  the  change  of  their  accounts  the  proportions 
of  the  deposites  and  circulation  are  disturbed  also, 
making  it  almost  impossible  lor  the  banks  to  pre- 
vent calling  on  their  customers  in  a mannerthat  would 
prevent  a||  reliance  for  accommodation  on  the  banks. 

It  is  well  knovfn  that  most  banks  have  a general  rule 
in  regard  to  the  payments  on  notes  falling  due.  Some 
cut  oiij  as  it  is  called,  25,  others  59  per  cent,  and 
some  more,  when  a note  falls  due.  This  is  under- 
stood by  the  merchant,  and  he  arranges  his  business 
accordinglv.  But  if  you  make  the  deposites  the  rule 
of  circulation,  there  can  be  no  dependence  on  the 
amount  that  will  be  needed  by  the  bank,  the  larger 
the  deposite  is  made,  the  more  must  be  paid  by  the 
person  on  his  note  to  sustain  the  proper  proportions. 
Suppose  a bank  of  Philadelphia  should  send  drafts 
and  notes  to  the  amount  of  ten  thousand  dollars  to  a 
bank  of  this  district  to  be  collected,  and  the  bank 
receives  the  money  in  the  bills  of  the  Bank  of  George- 
town, then  the  bank  must  immediately  call  on  its 
customers  to  pay  more  money  in  consequence  of 
having  received  the  deposite  of  the  ten  thousand 
dollars,  than  it  otherwise  would  have  done  had  cir- 
culation only  been  regarded.  Or  the  bank  receiving 
the  bills  of  the  Bank  of  Georgetown  must  imme- 
diately send  lor  the  specie,  and  theieby  disturb  the 
relations  existing  between  the  Bank  of  Georgetown 
and  its  customers.  And  it  is  this  continued  fluctuation 
and  disturbance  of  the  merchants,  traders,  and  oth- 
ers in  their  business,  which  is  the  reason  of  my  ob- 
jection to  the  amendment.  If  the  circulation  only 
was  the  rule,  it  would  be  avoided,  and  the  Bank  of 
Philadelphia  would  be  paid  without  incommoding 
the  business  community  of  this  district. 

1 am  not  in  favor  of  over  issues  ol  paper.  I would 
restrict  them  to  three  for  one,  and  am  inclined  to  fa- 
vor but  two  for  one  as  the  rule.  Whenever  there 
shall  be  a general  run  for  specie,  T do  not  think  that 
am  bank  can  stand  with  three  paper  dollars  in  cir- 
culation for  one  of  specie.  A sufficient  number  of 
its  bills  can  be  collected  to  draw  all  its  specie  from 
it;  but  two  for  one,  and  I think  it  would  stand  any 
run  that  could  be  made  on  it. 

It  is  stated  that  the  banks,  in  1829,  had  but  one  dol- 
lar in  specie  for  eight  in  circulation.  That  was  a 
very  hard  year  for  the  banking  business  of  the  coun- 
try; and,  if  there  had  been  as  great  demand  lor  spe- 
cie in  the  year  1829  as  there  was  in  1837,  I believe 
the  banks  must  have  failed  to  pay  specie.  One  to 
eight  is  too  great  an  extension.  I am  inclined  to  the 
belief  that  there  was  more  specie  in  the  banks  the 
last  year  than  there  was  in  1829,  but  the  demand  for 
it  was  much  greater. 

But,  sir,  what  is  the  penalty  if  the  banks  should 
go  beyond  the  limitation?  It  is  not  a forfeiture  of 
the  charter,  but  only  to  make  the  directors  liable  for 
the  excess.  In  Rhode  Island,  the  directors  are  lia- 
ble for  any  improper  conduct  of  (he  bank;  and,  in 
many  of  the  banks,  the  stockholders  are  liable  for 
the  bills  issued.  There  the  billholders  have  a pre- 


ference; the  bills  in  circulation  must  be  first  paid  out 
of  the  assets  or  ellects  ol  the  bank.  They  have  a 
lien,  by  la  a,  on  the  ellects  of  the  bank,  before  all 
others.  The  banks  of  that  state,  as  a general  ave- 
rage, issue  about  three  of  paper  to  one  of  specie  in 
their  vauils.  There  may  be,  at  times,  some  varia- 
tion, but  that  is  very  near,  as  a general  rule. 

If  this  amendment  should  not  be  ca  ried,  it  will 
be  necessary  to  move  to  strike  out  the  one-fourth 
part,  and  insert  one-third,  or  one-hall  as  shall  be 
thought  best,  if  the  principle  of  circnla  ion  only 
should  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Niles  spoke  briefly  in  reply  to  Mr.  Knight. 

Mr.  Benton  spoke  at  considerable  length  in  favor 
of  the  amendment,  or  something  yet  more  rigid. 

Mr.  Hubbard  spoke  briefly  against  the  amendment, 
and  said  he  would  rather  increase  the  proportion  of 
specie  to  the  circulation,  than  to  fix,  as  by  the  amend- 
ment, a part  of  the  proportion  on  the  deposites. 

Mr.  Allen,  on  account  of  the  absence  of  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan, and  with  a view  to  obtain  the  information 
called  for  by  his  resolution,  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on 
the  table.  Negatived  as  lollows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Biown,  Clay,  of 
Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Morris,  Niles, 
Norvell,  Robinson,  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Strange, 
Trotter,  Williams — 15. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Clay,  of  Kentucky.  Clayton, 
Crittenden,  Davis  Hubbard,  King,  Knight,  Lump- 
kin, Mouton,  Nicholas,  Pierce,  Prentiss,  Pieston, 
Rives,  Roane,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Smith,  ol  Indiana, 
Spence,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Webster,  White — 23. 

Mr.  Roane,  as  no  one  appeared  desirous  to  speak, 
expressed  his  willingness  to  delay  the  vote  on  Mr. 
Buchanan's  amendmendment  till  he  should  be  pre- 
sent. The  action  on  the  bill  wms  accordingly,  by 
consent,  suspended,  and,  alter  a short  executive  ses- 
sion, 

The  senate  adjourned. 

May  16.  Mr.  Wright,  from  the  committee  on 
finance,  to  whom  was  referred  the  joint  resolution 
introduced  by  Mr.  Clay,  of  Ky.,  prohibiting  dis- 
crimination in  the  media  of  the  dirlerent  branches 
of  the  revenue,  and  requiring,  under  suitable  regu- 
lations, the  reception,  by  the  government,  ot  the 
notes  of  sound  specie-paying  banks,  reported  the 
same,  without  amendment,  accompanied  by  a re- 
port adverse  to  the  resolution;  which  report  Mr. 
W.  stated,  had  not  received  the  unanimous  sanc- 
tion of  the  committee,  but  accorded  with  the  views 
of  the  majority. 

The  report  was  read  by  Mr.  W.,  occupying 
nearly  three  hours.  It  consisted,  to  a great  extent, 
of  a minute  history  of  the  various  kinds  of  money 
received  and  receivable  for  the  public  dues  since 
the  formation  of  the  government,  and  of  incidental 
and  collateral  subjects,  partly  with  a view  to  show 
the  expediency  and  propriety  of  the  treasury  (spe- 
cie) order  of  July,  1837,  and  of  allowing  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  discretionary  power  on  this 
subject.  It  also  argued  that  the  resolution  of  1816 
was  merely  permissory.  But  its  main  direction 
was  to  oppose  the  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Clay. 

Mr.  Allen  moved  the  printing  of  30,600,  and  Mr. 
Morris  of  52.000  extra  copies  of  the  report. 

These  motions  occasioned  a debate  (to  be  given 
hereafter)  which  terminated  in  the  order  for  30,000, 
by  a vote  of  23  to  19. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hubbard,  the  resolution  of  Mr. 
Clay  was  made  the  special  order  for  Monday  next; 
after  which, 

Mr.  Webster  rose  and  said  he  would  send  an 
amendment  to  the  chair,  which  he  intended  to  of- 
fer when  the  resolution  should  come  up,  and  which 
he  now  asked  might  be  printed.  It  was  as  follows: 
Strike  out  the  first  clause  of  the  resolution,  and 
insert  the  following:  “ That  it  shall  not  be  lawful 
for  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  make,  or  to  con- 
{111110  in  force,  any  general  order  which  shall  create 
any  difference  between  the  different  branches  of 
revenue,  as  to  the  funds,  or  medium  of  payment,  in 
which  debts,  or  dues  to  the  United  States,  may  be 
paid.” 

This  amendment,  said  Mr.  W.  is  offered  as  a sub- 
stitute for  the  first  clause  of  the  resolution.  When 
the  sub-treasury  bill  was  before  the  Senate,  I mov- 
ed an  amendment  to  it,  which  was  in  the  very 
words  of  that  which  I now  offer.  The  amendment 
was  then  adopted  by  a vote  of  37  to  14. 

As  it  seems,  at  least,  to  be  doubtful  whether  that 
bill  will  become  a law,  I concur  in  the  expediency 
of  presenting  the  same  provision  in  some  other  bill, 
or  resolution.  My  general  object  on  this  occasion 
is  the  same  as  that  of  the  mover  of  these  resolu- 
tions: but  I think  this  common  object  will  be  best 
answered  by  proposing  the  provision  in  the  form 
in  which  I now  oiler  it  When  presenting  it  to  the 
Senate,  on  the  former  occasion,  I had  well  consi- 
dered its  affect  on  existing  law*,  and  endeavored  to 
limit  its  operation  to  the  precise  purpose  in  view. 
It  met  the  general  concurrence  of  the  senate,  as 
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the  vote  showed;  and  I fully  intended,  if  the  sub- 
treasury bill  should  not  pass,  to  bring  forward  the 
provision  again,  in  the  course  of  the  session,  in  the 
same  form,  and  as  a separate  measure. 

There  is  this  distinction  between  the  resolution 
as  it  now  stands  and  the  amendment  which  I pro- 
pose. The  resolution  would  alter  existing  laws. 
It  would  either  repeal  the  act  of  congress  allowing 
Virginia  land  scrip  to  be  received  in  payment  for 
land,  or  else  it  would  extend  the  receipt  of  such 
scrip  to  the  customs.  Probably  the  first  would  be 
the  construction. 

Now  the  amendment  does  not  affect  any  existing 
act  of  congress.  It  leaves  all  such  discriminations 
as  the  laws  have  created,  to  remain  as  they  are. 
But  it  takes  aw-ay  from  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury the  power  of  making,  by  his  own  sole  autho- 
rity, or  continuing,  such  discriminations.  It  puts 
an  end  to  the  treasury  order  of  the  11th  of  July, 
1336,  and  takes  away  all  authority  to  make  such 
orders  in  future,  and  here  its  operation  stops.  As 
there  is  then  this  difference  between  the  resolution 
and  the  proposed  amendment,  and  as  the  amend- 
ment is  in  the  very  form  which  the  senate  has 
already  sanctioned  by  a very  large  majority,  when 
I proposed  it  as  an  amendment  to  the  sub-treasury 
bill,  it  will  be  expedient,  I think,  to  adopt  it  in 
place  of  that  clause  of  the  resolution  which  I pro- 
pose to  strike  out. 

The  amendment  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and 
then 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday.  May  10.  This  day’s  proceedings  was 
given  in  sufficient  detail  in  our  last,  with  the 
exception  of  the  yeas  and  nays  on  laying  the  report 
of  the  committee  on  the  late  duel,  with  the  accompa- 
nying documents,  on  the  table.  They  were  as 
follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  John  W.  Allen,  Andrews,  Ather- 
ton, Ayerigg,  Beirne,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Boon,  Brod- 
head,  Bronson,  Catnbreleng,  Wiiliam  B.  Campbell, 
John  Campbell,  Casey,  Chapman,  Clark,  Cleveland, 
Clownev,  Coles.  Connor,  Craig,  Crary,  Crockett,  Cush- 
man. Deberry,  DeGralf,  Duncan,  Dunn,  Edwards,  Far- 
rington, Foster,  Fry,  Gallup,  James  Garland,  Rice  Gar- 
land, Grantland,  Grant,  Gray,  Griffin,  Haley,  Halsted, 
Hamer,  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holspy,  Holt, 
Howard,  William  H.  Hunter,  Robert  M.  T.  Hunter, 
Ingham,  Thomas  B.  Jackson,  Nathaniel  Jones,  John 
W.  Jones,  Kemble,  Klingensmith.  Legare.  Lead  better, 
Lewis,  Loomis,  Lyon,  James  M.  Mason, Martin,  M mry, 
McKay,  Robert  McClellan.  Abraham  McClellan,  Mc- 
Clure, Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Murray,  Noble, 
Owens,  Palmer,  Parker,  Parmenter,  Pennybacker,  Pe- 
trikin,  Phelps,  Prentiss,  Rhett.  Rives,  Augustin  H.  Sliep- 
perd,  Charles  Sheppard,  Shields,  Snyder,  Spencer, 
Stuart,  Stone.  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus,  Turney,  Uuder- 
wood,  Vail,  Wageper,  Webster,  Weeks.  Albert  S. 
White,  Thomas  T.  Whittlesey,  Jared  W.  Williams,  and 
Joseph  L.  Williams — 102. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  Allen, 
Beativ,  Bell,  Biddle.  Briggs,  William  B.  Calhoun,  John 
Calhoon.  Carter,  Chambers, Cheatham,  Childs,  Coffiin, 
Corwin,  Cranston,  Curtis,  Cushing,  Darlington,  Davies, 
Dennis,  Everett,  Richard  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Goode, 
James  Graham.  William  Graham,  Hall,  Harlan,  Har- 
per, Hastings,  Herod.  Hopkins,  Hublpy,  Jenifer,  Henry 
Johnson.  Win.  Cost  Johnson,  Keim,  Kennedy,  Lincoln, 
Logan,  Marvin,  Samson  Ma«on,  McKennan,  Menefee, 
Mercer,  Milligan,  Calvary  Morris,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Patter- 
son, Peck, Pope, Potts.  Potter,  Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed, 
Ride-way,  Robertson.  Rumsey,  Russell,  Sergeant.  Shef- 
fer,  Sibley,  Slade,  Southgate,  Stanly,  Stratton,  Talia- 
ferro, Tillinghast,  Vanderveer,  John  White,  Elisha 
Whittlesey,  Lewis  Williams,  Sherrod  Williams,  Chris- 
topher H.  Williams,  and  Yorke — 76. 

The  following  was  the  vote  on  printing  the  re- 
port of  the  majority  and  minority. 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  John  W. 
Allen,  Anderson.  Andrews,  Atherton,  Beattie,  Beirne, 
Bicknell.  Birdsall,  Boon,  Bord°n,-  Brodhead,  Bronson, 
Bynum,  Cambreleng,  Casey,  Chapman,  Clark,  Cleve- 
land, Clownev,  Coffin,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Crarv, 
Cushing,  Cushman.  Darlington,  Davee,  Davies,  De 
Graff,  Duncan,  Edwards,  Farrington,  Fairfield,  R. 
Fletcher,  Foster,  Fry,  Gallup,  Goode.  Grantland,  Grant, 
Gray,  Griffin,  Haley,  Hammond,  Hamer.  Harrison, 
Hawkins,  Haynes,  Henrv.  Herod,  Holscy,  Holt,  Hop- 
kins, Howard,  Hubley,  William  H.  Hunter,  Ingham,  T. 
B.  Jackson,  Joseph  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones,  John  W. 
Jones,  Keim,  Kemble,  Kilgore,  Klingensmith,  Lead- 
better.  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Logan,  Loomis.  Martin,  Mc- 
Kay, Robert  McClellan.  Abraham  McClellan,  McClure, 
Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  Calvary  Morris, 
Murray,  Noble,  Noyes.  Ogle,  Owens,  Palmer,  Parker, 
Parmenter,  Paynter.  Pennybacker,  Petrikin,  Phelps, 
Potts,  Potter,  Pratt,  Prentiss  Rariden,  Rencher.  Rhett, 
Rives,  Sheffer,  Augustin H.  Shepperd,  Snyder,  Spencer, 
Stuart,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Tillinghast.  Titus,  Toucey, 
Turney.  Vail.  Vanderveer,  Wagener,  Webster,  Weeks, 
Elisha  Whittlesey.  Thomas  T.  Whittlesey,  Jared  W. 
Williams,  and  Yell— 123. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Ayerigg,  Biddle,  Bouldin,  Briggs, 
John  Calhoon,  William  B.  Campbell,  John  Campbell, 
Carter,  Chambers,  Cheatham,  Childs,  Corwin,  Crans- 


ton, Crockett,  Curtis,  Deberry,  Dennis,  Dunn,  Everett, 
Fillmore,  James  Garland,  Rice  Garland,  James  Gra- 
ham, Hall,  Halsted,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hastings,  Hawes, 
Hoffman,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  Jenifer,  Henry  Johnson, 
Wm.  Cost  Johnsom,  Kennedy,  Legare,  Lyon,  James 
M.  Mason,  Samson  Mason,  Maury,  McKennan,  Me- 
nefee, Mercer,  Milligan,  Mitchell,  Naylor,  Patterson, 
Peck,  Pope,  Randolph,  Reed,  Ridgway,  Robertson, 
Rumsey,  Sergeant,  Charles  Shepard,  Shields,  Sibley, 
Slade,  Southgate,  Stanley,  Stone,  Stratton,  Talia- 
ferro, Thompson,  Underwood,  Albert  S.  White,  John 
White,  Lewis  Williams,  Sherrod  Williams,  Joseph  L. 
Williams,  Christopher  H.  Williams,  and  Yorke — 74. 

The  gentlemen  who  voted  against  printing  the 
evidence  and  journal  of  the  committee,  were 
Messrs.  Hawes , Underwood , Sherrod  Williams,  and 
Christopher  H.  Williams. 

Friday,  May  11.  Mr.  Bouldin  stated  that,  by  an 
accidental  error  in  the  journal,  his  name  had  been 
recorded  as  voting  on  the  questions  taken  yesterday 
as  to  laying  the  subject  of  the  duel  report  on  the 
table  and  on  printing,  when,  in  fact  he  had  not  been 
in  the  house  when  those  questions  were  put.  He 
exonerated  the  clerk  from  all  intention  to  commit 
(he  error,  which  arose,  doubtless,  from  the  noise  in 
the  hall.  Had  he  been  present,  he  should  have 
voted  against  laying  the  subject  on  the  table,  and  in 
favor  of  the  printing. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  obtained  leave 
to  olferthe  following  resolutions  for  consideration: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  he  furnished,  for  the  in- 
formation of  this  house,  the  names  of  the  topo- 
graphical and  assistant  topographical  engineers 
who,  during  any  time  in  1837,  have  been  employed 
on  civil  works  of  internal  improvement,  distinguishing, 
first,  such  works  as  may  be  required  to  be  erected 
by  the  general  government  pursuant  to  acts  of  con- 
gress; second,  such  civil  works  as  may  be  prosecu- 
ted by  the  state  government  or  under  the  authority 
of  incorporated  companies,  specifying  under  each 
class  the  description  and  location  of  each  particular 
work. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  oT  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  furnished,  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  house,  a statement  in  such  form  as 
will  exhibit  atone  view  the  sums  ex'pended  in  18.37 
on  the  several  ohjpcts  of  internal  improvement,  speci- 
fying the  description,  use  and  location  of  each  work; 
in  what  state  or  territory  situated;  the  amount  ex- 
pended on  each  object;  the  name  of  the  officer,  su- 
perintendent, or  agent  employed;  the  amount  of 
compensation  ol  every  description  allowed  him, 
whether  an  officer  of  any  corps  of  the  army,  or 
a civilian;  if  the  latter,  specify  his  profession  and 
avocation,  and  when  employed  by  the  government. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  furnished  for  the  in- 
formation ol'  this  house,  the  names  of  the  topograph- 
ical engineers  who  have  been  serving  with  the  army- 
in  Florida,  during  the  recent  campaign.  Also,  the 
names  of  such  officers  of  that  corps  as  may  now  be 
employed,  or  are  intended  to  be  employed  the  ensu- 
ing season,  on  any  civil  works  of  internal  improve- 
ment; specifying  the  description  and  location  ofeach 
work;  distinguishing,  also,  such  as  may  be  under 
the  direction  of  the  general  government  from  those 
prosecuted  by  the  states  or  by  incorporated  compa- 
nies. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  furnished  for  the  in- 
formation of  this  house  the  names  of  all  the  civil 
engineers  arid  superintendents  or  agents  now  em- 
ployed or  intended  to  be  employed  in  183S,  on  civil 
works  of  internal  improvement  of  any  kind  what- 
ever. specifying  the  description  and  location  of 
each  work,  in  w hat  state  or  territory  situated,  the 
amount  contemplated  to  be  expended  on  each  ob- 
ject, the  amount  or  rate  of  compensation  allow  ed  or 
to  be  allowed  to  each  civil  engineer,  superintendent, 
or  agent;  and,  if  compensation  be  allowed  at  this 
time,  state  when  the  pay-  commenced,  the  funds 
from  which  drawn,  and  whether  the  rates  be  a per 
diem  or  a per  annum. 

The  resolutions  are  of  a nature  which,  under  the 
rules,  lie  on  the  table  for  one  day. 

Mr.  Graves  rose  to  ask  the  leave  of  the  house  to 
submit  a motion  to  print  twenty  thousund  extra  co- 
pies of  the  evidence  and  journal  of  the  select  com- 
mittee raised  on  the  28th  of  February.  The  rea- 
son of  bis  asking  for  the  printing  this  large  number 
w-as,  that  he  understood  that  tens  of  thousands  of 
the  report  of  the  majority  of  that  committee  had 
been  printed  on  private  account,  and  circulated  un- 
der the  franks  of  members  of  this  house  in  every 
quarter  of  the  union.  He  thought,  in  justice  to 
himself  and  others,  that  this  evidence  should  be 
given  to  the  public  to  counteract  the  injurious 
effect  of  the  report  of  the  majority  of  the  commit- 
tee. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 


Mr.  Pennybacker  obtained  leave  to  offer  the  fol- 
lowing for  consideration. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed 
to  inform  this  house  if  the  annuities  engaged  to  be 
paid  by  the  United  States,  in  specie,  to 'the  Ottawa 
and  Chippewa  nations  of  Indians,  by  the  fourth 
section  of  the  treaty  concluded  betw  een  the  said 
United  States  and  said  nations  of  Indians  on  the 
28th  day  of  March,  1836,  have  been  paid;  and  if 
paid,  whether  they  were  paid  in  specie  or  not;  and 
if  not  paid,  the  reasons  why.  And  that  he  be  fur- 
thermore directed  to  communicate  to  the  house  any 
information  that  he  may  possess  in  regard  to  the 
purchase,  by  the  agent  of  the  government,  for  the 
use  of  the  Indians,  of  large  quantities  of  goods  from 
Suydam.  Jackson  & Co.  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
the  qualities  and  prices  of  the  goods  so  purchased, 
whether  good  and  at  reasonable  prices,  and  the  kind 
of  money  and  manner  in  which  they  were  paid  for 
by  the  government;  and  whether  any  of  the  said 
goods  are  on  the  hands  of  the  government,  and 
where. 

This  resolution  also  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Fairfield  said  that  as  the  house  had  ordered 
(he  printing  of  20,000  copies  of  the  evidence  and 
journal  of  the  select  committee  on  the  late  duel,  he 
would  now  move  (hat  20,000  copies  of  the  reports 
of  the  majority  and  minority  be  also  printed. 

Mr.  Graves  said  that,  although  he  should  have 
preferred  that  the  evidence  and  journal  alone  should 
be  printed,  he  had  no  objection  that  the  reports 
should  be  included,  if  such  were  the  pleasure  of  the 
house. 

Mr.  Fairfield  now-  withdrew  his  motion,  and  moved 
a reconsideration  of  the  vote  on  Mr.  Graves’  motion. 
The  reconsideration  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Graves  then  said  that,  in  order  to  test  the 
sense  of  the  house,  he  would  first  make  a motion  for 
the  printing  of  the  evidence  ar.d  journal  only;  and 
if  that  should  he  voted  down,  he  would  then  enlarge 
his  motion  so  as  to  cover  the  repoits  also.  He  ac- 
cordingly moved  for  the  printing  of  the  evidence  and 
journal. 

Mr.  Fairfield  moved  to  amend  the  motion  of  Mr 
Graves  so  as  to  include  the  reports. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  South  Carolina,  disclaiming  all 
intenlion  of  entering  into  the  merits  of  the  question, 
appealed  to  the  house  to  say  if  it  w-ere  just  that  after 
determining  not  to  try  these  gentlemen,  it  w as  just 
to  order  the  printing  of  20,000  copies  of  a docu- 
ment w hich  was,  in  substance  against  them?  Mr. 
C.  had  no  personal  feeling  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Graves  said  that  he  had  always  regarded  the 
report  of  the  majoiily  as,  in  substance,  an  argument 
against  himself,  and  of  course  had  no  desire  that  it 
should  be  sent  forth  under  the  authority  of  the  house: 
but  he  had  rather  that  this  should  be  done  than 
the  evidence  should  not  be  printed. 

Mr.  Parker,  of  New  York,  denied  that  the  house, 
had  determined  not  to  enter  on  the  trials  of  the  in- 
dividuals concerned  in  the  late  duel:  it  had  merely 
laid  the  subject  on  the  table,  whence  it  might  be 
taken  at  any  time,  as  he  hoped  it  would.  As  to  the 
argument  that  the  report  ol  the  majority  w as  an  ar- 
gument against  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr. 
Graves,)  it  was  to  be  accompanied  by  the  reports 
of  the  minorities — one  of  w hich,  at  Iear ),  was  as 
much  an  argument  in  his  favor.  He  was  for  print- 
ins:  both,  and  sending  the  whole  to  the  people. 

Mr.  Whittlesey  had  never  voted  for  the  printing 
of  more  than  10,000  extra  copies  of  any  document. 
He  hoped  the  motion  would  be  so  amended  as  to 
reduce  the  proposed  number  to  10,000. 

Mr.  Harlan  inquired  of  Mr.  Fairfield  whether  it 
was  in  his  know-ledge  that  a very  large  edition  of 
the  report  of  the  majority  of  the  select  committee 
on  the  late  duel  had  been  printed  in  this  city  on  pri- 
vate account;  and,  if  so,  w hether  he  could  say  how 
large  a number? 

Mr.  Fairfield  replied  that  he  did  not  admit  any 
right  in  the  genlleman  from  Kentucky  to  question 
him  on  this  subject.  He  had,  however,  no  objec- 
tion to  state  that  he  did  understand  that  an  edition 
had  been  so  printed,  but  of  what  number  it  consist- 
ed he  was  not  informed.  He  was  understood  to  add 
that  he  had  himself  franked  a number  of  copies. 

Mr.  Hopkins,  (of  Va.,)  moved  to  lay  the  resolu- 
tion ttf  print  upon  the  table. 

On  this  motion  Mr.  Boon  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays,  which  being  ordered,  were  taken,  and  stood 
as  follows:  Yeas  57,  nays  119. 

So  the  house  refused  to  lay  the  motion  to  print  an 
extra  number  of  copies  of  the  evidence  and  jour- 
nal of  the  committee,  with  Mr.  Fairfield’s  amend- 
ment thereto,  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  Ohio,  then  addressed  the  house  in 
opposition  to  the  amendment,  and  continued  his  re- 
marks until  they  were  cut  short  by  the  expiration 
of  the  morning  hour. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  now  moved  that  the  bouse  go 
into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
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union;  but,  after  some  conversation,  on  the  appeal 
of  Mr.  Whittlesey,  consented  to  withdraw  the  mo- 
tion for  the  present. 

Reports  of  committees  were  then  called  for,  when 
the  following  among  other  reports  were  presented. 

Mr.  Curtis,  from  the  committee  on  commerce,  re- 
ported a bill  making  appropriations  for  the  improve- 
ment of  certain  harbors  therein  mentioned,  and  for 
surveys  of  certain  harbors  therein  mentioned  for 
1S3S. 

Mr.  Boon,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
senate  bill  to  grant  to  the  states  and  incorporated 
companies  cngagad  in  the  construction  of  roads  and 
canals  the  right  of  way  through  the  public  lands  ol 
the  United  Slates,  without  amendment. 

Mr.  McKay,  from  the  committee  on  military  af- 
fairs, reported  a bill  to  amend  the  act  entitled  “an 
act  for  the  punishment  of  frauds  committed  on  the 
government  of  the  United  States,  approved  March 
3, 1823,”  and  to  provide  for  the  punishment  of  frauds 
committed  on  pensioners  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  I Vagener,  from  the  committee  on  the  militia, 
reported  a bill  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the 
national  defence,  by  establishing  a uniform  militia 
throughout  the  United  States. 

Mr.  McKay,  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  map  of  the  seat  of  war  in 
Florida,  prepared  in  the  topographical  bureau,  be  re- 
duced and  printed  under  the  direction  of  the  bureau, 
for  the  use  of  congress, 

Mr.  Paynter,  from  the  committee  on  naval  affairs, 
reported  a bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the 
building  of  a dry  dock  at  Philadelphia. 

Mr.  Bronson,  from  the  committee  on  the  territo- 
ries, reported  a resolution,  setting  apart  the  29th 
and  30th  of  May  inst.  for  the  consideration  of  busi- 
ness relating  to  the  territories;  which  resolution  was 
rejected. 

Also,  a bill  to  enable  the  people  of  East  Wis- 
consin to  form  a constitution  and  state  government, 
and  for  the  admission  ot  each  state  into  the  union. 

Also,  a bill  to  authorize  the  people  of  Florida 
to  form  a constitution  and  state  government,  and  to 
provide  for  the  admission  of  said  state  into  the  union. 

Mr.  Lincoln,  from  the  committee  on  the  public 
buildings  and  grounds,  made  a report  against  the 
petition  of  the  laborers  employed  on  the  public 
buildings  in  the  city  of  Washington,  for  regulating 
the  daily  hours  of  labor;  against  the  resolution  of 
the  house  of  the  26th  of  March  last,  instructing  the 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  leasing 
the  public  grounds  west  of  the  capitol,  for  the  pur- 
poses of  draining,  fencing,  &c. 

Mr.  Cushing  gave  notice  that  he  would,  at  an  ear- 
ly day,  move  to  commit  the  president’s  message,  on 
the  subject  of  the  northwestern  territory  of  the 
United  States,  to  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs, 
with  instructions  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
establishing  a post  on  the  river  Columbia,  for  the  de- 
fence and  occupation  of  the  territory  of  the  United 
States  watered  by  said  river;  and  also  to  consider 
the  expediency  of  making  further  provision  by  law 
to  prevent  the  intermeddling  of  the  officers  or  sub- 
jects of  foreign  powers  with  the  Indians  of  the 
United  States. 

The  house  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng, 
resolved  itself  into  a committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  Ingham  in  the  chair,)  on 
the  bill  authorizing  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to 
re-issue  the  amount  of  treasury  notes  paid  in. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  addressed  the  committee,  in  ex- 
position of  the  views  of  the  committee  and  of  the 
administration  in  support  of  this  bill,  and  in  suste- 
nance of  its  financial  plans  and  conduct  generally. 

Mr.  Cushing  replied,  in  a full  and  able  argument 
upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  South  Carolina,  followed,  in 
decided  and  warm  opposition  to  the  bill.  Before 
getting  through  with  what  he  had  to  say,  he  gave 
way  to  a motion  for  the  committee’s  rising  for  this 
day;  and  the  committee  rose,  and  the  house  ad- 
journed at  half  past  four  o’clock. 

Saturday,  May  12.  After  a desultory  debate, 
3,000  copies  of  the  rc-port  of  the  secretary  of  war 
upon  the  survey  of  the  Alleghany  river,  were  order- 
ed to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Hopkins  asked  leave  to  offer  the  following 
joint  resolution. 

Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives 
of  the  United  Slates,  in  congress  assembled,  That  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  au- 
thorized to  re-issue,  to  the  amount  of  $2,000,000, 
the  treasury  notes  authorized  by  the  act  approved 
on  12th  day  of  October,  1337,  entitled  “an  act  to 
authorize  the  issuing  of  treasury  notes,”  under  the 
restrictions,  conditions,  and  limitations  therein  pre- 
scribed. 

Mr.  Hopkins  notified  the  house  that  it  was  his  ob- 
ject to  move  its  reference  to  the  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union.  Mr.  Thomas  ob- 
jected. Mr.  Hopldns  moved  that  the  rules  be  sus- 


pended, in  order  to  enable  him  to  offer  this  joint  re- 
solution. Mr.  Reed  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 
Ordered. 

Mr.  Campbell  asked  if  this  proposition  could  not 
be  offered  as  an  amendment  to  the  bill  under  consi- 
deration at  present,  in  the  committee  of  the  whole. 
The  Chair  responded  affirmatively. 

Mr.  Hopkins'  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  was  re- 
jected, as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Alexander,  H.  Allen,  J.  W.  Al- 
len, Aycrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Buchanan,  Wm. 
B.  Calhoun,  John  Calhoon,  William  B.  Carter, 
Casey,  Chambers,  Chapman,  Childs,  Clark,  Cleve- 
land, Coffin,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Cushing, 
Darlington,  Davies,  Dennis,  Dunn,  J.  Garland,  R. 
Garland,  Graves,  Halsted,  Harlan,  Hastings,  Hawes, 
Herod,  Hopkins,  J.  Jackson,  H.  Johnson,  Kilgore, 
Lincoln,  J.  M.  Mason,  Samson  Mason,  Manry, 
McKennan,  Menefee,  Mercer,  Mitchell,  Morgan, 
Noyes,  Patterson,  Peck,  Reed,  Ridgway,  Robinson, 
Rumsey,  Russell,  Sergeant,  Sheffer,  Southgate, 
Stuart,  Stone,  Taliaferro,  Tillinghast,  Underwood, 
J.  White,  D.  Williams,  J.  L.  Williams,  C.  H.  Wil- 
liams, Yorke — 68. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  Andrews.  Atherton, 
Beatty,  Beirne,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Brodhead,  Bron- 
son, Cambreleng,  J.  Campbell,  Clowney,  Coles, 
Connor,  Craig,  Crary,  Cushman,  Davee,  Deberry, 
DeGraff,  Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Edwards,  Elmore, 
Everett,  Farrington,  Fairfield,  Fillmore.  Fry,  Glas- 
cock, Goode,  William  Graham,  Grant,  Griffin,  Ha- 
ley, Hammond,  Hamer,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Henry, 
Holsey,  Holt,  Howard,  Hubley,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter. 
Ingham,  T.  B.  Jackson,  J.  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  J. 
W.  Jones,  Keim,  Kennedy,  Klingensrnith,  Legare, 
Leadbetter,  Lewis,  Logan,  Marvin,  May,  McKay, 
R.  McClellan,  Abraham  McClellan,  Milligan,  Mil- 
ler, Moore,  M.  Morris,  C.  Morris,  Murray,  Naylor, 
Noble,  Owens,  Palmer,  Parker,  Paynter,  Penny- 
back°r,  Petrikin,  Phelps,  Potts,  Potter,  Prentiss, 
Rariden,  Reily,  Rencher,  Rhett,  Rives,  Robertson, 
Augustin  H.  Shepperd,  C.  Shepard,  Sibley,  Snyder, 
Spencer,  Stanly,  Stratton,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Thomp- 
son, Titus,  Toucey,  Vail,  Vanderveer,  Wagener, 
Webster,  Weeks,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  Sherrod  Wil- 
liams, Yell — 107. 

Mr.  Bell  then  asked  leave  to  offer  the  following 
resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
be  instructed  to  report  to  this  house,  foithwith,  a 
bill  authorizing  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to 
raise,  by  law,  the  sum  of  $'7,000,000,  to  supply'any 
immediate  demand  upon  the  treasury  to  meet  which 
there  are  no  available  means  on  hand. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  objected.  Mr.  Bell  moved  that 
the  rules  be  suspended,  to  enable  him  to  offer  it. 
Mr.  Cambreleng  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays.  Or- 
dered. 

The  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  (requiring  a 
vote  of  two-thirds)  was  rejected,  by  the  following 
vote:  Yeas  82,  nays  94. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng,  the  house  resol- 
ved itself  into  a committee  of  the  whole,  (Mr.  Ing- 
ham in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  following  bill: 

A bill  to  carry  into  effect  an  act  approved  the 

twelfth  day  of  October,  eightean  hundred  and 

thirty-seven,  “to  authorize  the  issuing  of  treasury 

notes.” 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  represen- 
tatives of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  congress 
assembled.  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  with 
the  approbation  of  the  president  of  the  United'States, 
is  hereby  authorized  to  cause  treasury  notes  to  be 
issued,  according  to  the  provisions  of  an  act,  enti- 
tled “an  act  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  treasury 
notes,  approved  the  twelfth  day  of  October  last,  in 
place  of  such  notes  as  have  been,  or  may  be,  issued 
under  the  authority  of  the  act  aforesaid,  and  which 
have  been, or  may  hereafter  be,  paid  into  the  treasury 
and  cancelled. 

Mr.  Thompson  resumed  and  concluded  his  re- 
marks in  opposition  to  the  bill;  and  the  debate  was 
further  continued  by  Messrs.  Rhett  and  Menefee;  after 
which,  Mr.  Southgate  said  he  wished  to  address  the 
committee  upon  this  question;  and  he  moved  that  the 
committee  (at  4 o’clock)  do  now  rise.  The  count 
was  made  by  tellers,  and  resulted  as  follows.  Ayes 
80,  noes  97.  So  the  committee  refused  to  rise. 
Mr.  Southgate  then  proceeded  in  opposition  to  the 
bill,  and  was  followed  by  Mr.  Hopkins,  who  moved 
a substitute  for  the  whole  bill,  empowering  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  to  borrow,  on  the  credit 
of  the  United  States,  a sum  of  $ 10,000,090,  at  a 
rate  of  interest  of  6 percent,  payable  quarterly,  and 
reimbursed  at  the  will  of  the  government;  to  be  ap- 
plied, in  addition  to  the  moneys  now  in  the  trea- 
sury, or  which  may  be  received  therein  from  other 
sources,  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  government, 
and  to  be  transferable  by  stock.  The  foregoing 
was  the  substance  of  the  first  section  of  Mr!  H’s 


amendment.  The  remainder  was  ol  great  length, 
substantially  the  same  as  the  project  of  Mr.  Rives’ 
in  the  senate,  being  a revival  of  the  state  bank  sys- 
tem, by  twenty-five  banks,  to  be  selected  by  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  aed  approved  of  by -the 
senate.  During  the  reading  of  this  amendment, 
Mr.  Cambreleng  raised  a question  of' order  as  to  the 
admissibility  of  the  amendment,  under  the  bill  be- 
fore the  committee.  Mr.  Bell  was  of  the  opinion 
that  it  was  stiictly  in  order,  inasmuch  as  it  went  to 
the  present  supply  and  future  regulation  of  the  trea- 
sury. Mr.  Hopldns  contended  that  the  proposition 
he  liad  made  was  in  order.  He  was  unwilling  to 
vote  a dollar  until  some  mode  of  keeping  safely  and 
disbursing  safely  the  public  money  should  be  estab- 
lished. Mr.  Adams  defended  the  motion  as  strictly 
regular.  The  debate  on  the  question  of  order  was 
continued  by  Messrs.  Cambreleng,  Haynes,  and 
Mercer;  and  then,  the  Chair  decided  the  amend- 
ment to  be  out  of  order. 

The  debate  was  then  continued  by  Messrs.  Bell 
and  Cumbreleng,  when  Mr.  Halsted  moved  that  the 
committee  rise.  Decided  by  tellers  as  follows:  Yeas 
88,  nays  93.  So  the  committee  (at  a quarter  alter 
6 o’clock)  refused  to  rise. 

Mr.  Robertson  offered  an  amendment,  em- 
bracing the  substance  of  the  first  clause  of  the 
amendment  before  offered  by  his  colleague,  (Mr. 
Hopkins.) 

This  amendment  was  supported  by  Mr.  Robertson, 
and  then, 

Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  moved  that  the  commit- 
tee rise;  which  motion  was  rejected  by  a vote  ol  64 
yeas  to  86  nays.  So  the  committee  (at  three  quar- 
ters past  6 o’clock)  refused  to  rise. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  proceeded  until  7 o’clock 
when  he  gave  way  to  Mr  .Menefee,  who  moved  that 
the  committee  rise;  which  motion  was  rejected,  60 
ayes,  84  noes;  and  Mr.  Mason  continued  his  remarks 
until  halt  past  7 o’clock,  when  he  gave  way  to  Mr. 
Hopkins,  who  moved  that  the  committee  rise;  which 
motion  was  rejected  by  a vote  of  79  ayes  to  85  noes; 
and  Mr.  Mason  continued  his  remarks  until  after  8 
o’clock;  when  he  yielded  to  Mr.  Legare,  who  moved 
that  the  committee  rise;  which  motion  was  lost  by 
a vote  of  81  ayes  to  88  noes. 

Mr.  Mason  resumed,  and  finished. 

Mr.  Stuart  next  spoke,  and  moved  an  amend- 
ment, ofwhich  the  reporter  could  not  obtain  acopy. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Mr.  Win. 
Cost  Johnson  until  a quarter  before  before  9 o’clock, 
when  he  gave  way  to  Mr.  Chambers,  of  Kentucky, 
who  moved  that  the  committee  rise.  This  mo- 
tion was  decided  by  the  following  vote:  89  ayes,  88 
noes. 

The  Chair  announced  the  vote,  and  said  the  mo- 
tion to  rise  was  decided  in  the  affimative. 

Mr.  Lewis  asked  how  the  chair  votes. 

Mr.  Ingham  (the  chairman)  said  he  voted  in  the 
negative. 

Mr.  Hopkins  took  exception  to  the  regularity  of 
this,  the  chair  having  announced  the  vote,  and  de- 
cided that  it  was  carried  in  the  affimative,  before  he 
voted. 

At  this  point,  the  motion  was  renewed,  and  an- 
other count  (at  nine  o’clock)was  ordered;  which  re- 
sulted as  follows:  92  ayes,  94  noes. 

Mr.  Robertson,  recapitulating  the  facts  above 
stated,  insisted  that,  by  the  announcement  of  the 
chair,  the  committee  had  determined  to  rise.  The 
committee  were  sitting  irregularly. 

Messrs.  Curtis,  Duncan,  Adams,  and  IV.  C.  John- 
son spoke  to  this  point,  and  the  Chair  decided  that 
it  was  now  too  late  to  make  that  point. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  then  resumed  the 
floor,  and  continued  his  remarks  upon  the  bill  and 
amendments  until  twenty  minutes  past  nine  o’clock 
when  he  again  gave  way  to  Mr.  Chambers,  who 
moved  that  the  committee  rise;  which  motion  was 
rejected  by  the  following  vote:  90  yeas,  89  navs; 
the  chair  voting  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Yorke  then  moved  that  the  committee  rise. 

The  Chair  decided  that  that  motion  was  not  then 
in  order. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  then  resumed  and 
continued  his  remarks  until  half  past  nine,  when 
he  gave  way  to  Mr.  Graham , of  North  Carolina, 
who  appealed  to  the  oldest  members  of  the  house', 
whether  any  good  were  ever  done  by  silting  out  a 
debate  on  Saturday  night.  He  moved  that  the 
committee  rise. 

This  motion  was  negatived  by  a vote  of  88  aves 
to  90  noes. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  resumed  and  continued 
his  remarks  until  a quarter  before  ten  o’clock,  when 
he  gave  way  to  Mr.  Mitchell,  who  moved  that  the 
committee  rise;  which  motion  was  lost  by  the  vote 
of 88  ayes  to  91  noes;  and  Mr.  Johnson  went  on  till 
five  minutes  defore  ten  o’clock,  when  he  gave  way 
to  Mr.  Halsted,  who  moved  that  the  committee 
rise:  ayes  89,  noes  90. 
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Mr.  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  resumed,  and.  at  five 
in i mites  alter  ten,  gave  way  to  Mr.  Dunn,  who 
moved  that  the  committee  rise:  87  ayes,  89  noes; 
and  Mr.  Johnson  resumed  the  floor,  who  gave  notice 
that' he  should  not  again  give  way  to  a motion  to 
rise.  The  next  that  should  be  made  he  would  make 
himself.  After  speakinga  few  moments,  he  moved 
that  the  committee  rise,  which  he  withdrew  at  the 
request  of  Mr.  Harper,  of  Ohio,  who  made  some 
remarks  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  as  reported  by 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means, 
and  at  a quarter  before  eleven  o’clock  gave  way  to 
Mr.  Coffin,  wdio  moved  that  the  committee:  rise  86 
ayes,  87  noes. 

Mr.  Briggs,  one  of  the  tellers,  then  announced 
that  two  other  gentlemen  had  asked  to  be  counted 
in  the  affimalive  since  the  house  was  divid- 
ed, but  before  the  vote  was  announced  to  the  chair. 

Much  confusion  here  arose,  and  the  chair,  at 
length,  ordered  another  count,  which  was  decided 
as  follows:  Ayes  88,  noes  91. 

Mr.  Harper  resumed  the  floor,  and  continued  his 
remarks  till  20  minutes  before  12  o’clock,  when  he 
gave  way  to  Mr.  Thomas,  who  proposed  to  rise  now 
and  come  to  the  determination  to  go  through  with 
the  subject  on  Monday,  at  all  events.  [Cries  of  no! 
no!  !]. 

Mr.  Haines  then  moved  (a  quarter  before  12)  that 
the  committee  rise.  Yeas  85,  nays  87. 

Mr.  Harper  resumed  and  continued  until  (at  5 
minutes  before  12)  he  gave  way  to  Mr.  Robertson, 
who  appealed  to  gentlemen  who  professed  to  have 
regard  for  the  sabbath,  not  to  violate  their  creed  by 
compelling  the  house  to  sit  on  that  day.  By  doing 
so,  they  would  bring  the  credit  of  the  country  into 
contempt.  If,  however,  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means  would  say  that  the  go- 
vernment could  nnt  get  on  for  one  day,  he  would 
consent  to  this  course.  Not  otherwise.  He  moved 
that  the  committee  rise.  Ayes  80,  noes  83. 

Mr.  Harper  proceeded  until  5 minutes  afte  12 
o’clock,  when  Mr.  Chambers  rose  to  order.  He 
made  the  point  that,  it  being  the  Sabbath  day,  the 
house  ought  not  to  do  business. 

The  Chairman  decided  that  it  was  in  order  to  sit 
after  12  o, clock,  il  the  committee  so  desired.  ■ 

Mr.  Chambers  took  an  appeal. 

Mr.  Pope  did  not  deny  that  Sunday  was  a legisla- 
tive day,  if  the  house  should  make  it  so.  But  the 
speaker  ought  to  take  the  chair  and  decide  this 
point.  He  would  therefore,  for  this  purpose,  move 
that  the  committee  rise.  (This  was  a quarter  after 
12  o’clock,)  Yeas  83,  nays  82.  The  chair  voted 
in  the  negative,  and  the  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  Reed  spoke  to  the  question  of  order  raised  by 
Mr.  Chambers.  At  the  very  close  of  the  session,  as 
a matter  of  neccessity,  the  house  has  sometimes  sat 
during  the  sabbath  hours,  but  there  is  no  such  ne- 
cessity now.  He  hoped  the  decision  of  the  chair 
would  not  be  sustained. 

Mr.  Cushman  contended  that  no  appeal  lay  from 
this  decision  of  the  chair. 

Mr.  Pope  submitted  to  the  candor  of  the  chair  if 
it  was  proper  for  him  to  vote  to  sustain  his  own  de- 
cision, upon  an  appeal  taken  therefrom.  His  ob- 
ject was  not  to  embarrass  the  course  of  this  bill, 
but  he  did  think  that  those  who  objected  to  bills 
like  these  had  a right  to  be  heard  to  give  their  views 
thereupon,  and  to  deliberate  upon  the  public  busi- 
ness, and  decide  upon  it  calmly  and  candidly.  He 
would  not  vote  to  legislate  on  the  sabbath  day,  un- 
less imperiously  required  by  the  exigencies  of  the 
country.  He  hoped  an  opportunity  would  be  given 
to  the  house  to  record  their  votes  by  yeas  and  nays 
on  this  question:  and,  therefore,  hoped  that  the  com- 
mittee would  rise. 

Mr.  Thompson  thought  the  rule  giving  the  speak- 
er the  power  to  vote  in  such  cases  did  not  apply  to 
the  case  of  the  chairman  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Duncan  said  a few  words  in  reply  to  Messrs. 
Pope  and  Thompson. 

Mr.  Pope  urged  that,  upon  the  score  of  delicacy 
and  propriety,  the  chairman  ought  not  to  vote  in 
such  a case. 

Mr.  Underwood  was  of  opinion  that  an  appeal 
from  the  decision  of  the  chair  was  not  to  be  neg- 
atived bv  the  chair  voting  so  as  to  produce  a tie. 

The  Chairman  maintained  the  propriety  of  his 
course,  as  sanctioned  by  usage  and  precedent. 

Mr.  Pope  moved  that  the  committee  rise.  He 
wanted  the  question  to  be  settled  whether  or  not 
the  house  would  legislate  on  the  sabbath.  (This 
division  took  place  at  twenty-five  minutes  before 
one  o’clock.)  Yeas  83,  nays  82.  The  chair  voted 
again  iri  the  negative. 

"Mr.  Haynes  spoke  to  the  question  of  appeal.  It 
was  the  privilege  of  every  member  of  the  house  to 
vote  on  all  questions. 

Mr,  T nomas  suggested  that  nothing  could  be  ef- 
fected by  deciding  that  questions  in  either  way.  It 


was  not  a question  of  order,  but  a question  of  words, 
patriotism,  and  propriety. 

Mr.  Everett  hoped  that  those  who  held  the  opin- 
ion that  the  house,  under  present  circumstances, 
ought  not  to  sit  on  the  sabbath,  would  with  him  re- 
tire from  the  hall.  He  should  do  so  with  perfect 
respect  to  the  house,  arid  should  not  be  found  in  it 
again  until  Monday  at  11  o’clock,  unless  brought  in 
in  the  custody  of  the  sergeant-at-arms. 

Mr.  Briggs  thought  it  was  impossible  to  get  ahead 
at  all  in  the  present  mode  of  doing  business.  The 
two  parties  to  this  question  were  trying  their 
strength,  without  any  prospect  of  success  to  either. 
He  hoped  that  the  committee  would  consent  to  rise, 
and  come  together  with  better  feelings  upon  another 
day. 

Mr.  Morgan  was  in  favor  of  rising  and  adjourn- 
ing. He  believed  no  good  could  come  of  a longer 
session  to-night.  He  would  be  among  the  last  to 
adopt  this  course  on  any  other  night;  but  he  now 
felt  constrained  to  move  that  the  committee  rise. 
(Ten  minutes  before  one.)  Yeas  82,  nays 76.  So 
the  committee  decided  to  rise. 

The  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  five  minutes  before 
one  o’clock,  and  Mr.  Briggs  moved  that  the  house 
do  now  adjourn. 

The  yeas  arid  nays  were  demanded  by  several 
voices,  and  ordered. 

The  house,  at  a quarter  past  one  o’clock  on  Sun- 
day morning,  decided  to  adjourn  by  the  following 
vote:  Yeas  85,  nays  72. 

And  then  the  house  adjourned. 

Monday  May  It.  Mr.  Boon  asked  the  consent 
of  the  hou=e  to  submit  the  following  joint  resolution: 

Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives 
of  the  United  Stales  of  America  in  congress  assembled. 
That  from  and  after  the  1st  day  of  June,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty -eight,  there  shall  be  no  discrim- 
ination in  the  kind  or  description  of  currency  re- 
ceivable by  the  government,  for  customs,  for  the 
sale  of  the  public  lands,  or  for  any  debt  or  duty  due 
or  owing  to  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Williams  of  Kentucky  raised  the  question 
of  order  against  the  introduction  of  this  resolution, 
on  the  ground  that  there  were  already  two  resolu- 
tions of  a similar  character  before  the  house;  one 
offered  by  a gentleman  from  Ohio,  and  the  other  by 
himself,  on  the  16th  ultimo. 

The  Chair  said  if  that  was  the  case,  the  resolu- 
tion could  not  be  entertained. 

Mr.  Boon  explained  that  he  had  offered  this  re- 
solution in  obedience  to  what  he  knew  to  be  the 
will  of  his  constituents,  and,  further,  in  compliance 
with  the  joint  resolution  of  the  legislature  of  the 
state  oflndiana.  Mr.  Bronson  said,  if  it  was  in  or- 
der, he  would  move  a suspension  of  the  rule,  for 
the  purpose  ol  considering  this  resolution.  The 
Chair  ruled  it  not  to  be  so,  but  suggested  that  it 
would  be  in  order  to  move  a suspension,  to  take  up 
the  other  resolution.  Mr.  Bronson  doubted  if  there 
was  a resolution  identical  with  this  before  the 
house.  The  chair  referred  to  it  and  showed  the 
objpet  to  be  the  same. 

Mr.  Boon  said  he  was  perfectly  willing  to  remove 
the  obslacle  to  the  present  consideration  of  the  sub 
ject,  by  withdrawing  the  resolution  he  had  offered. 
Leave  bping  granted,  he  accordingly  withdrew  it. 

Mr.  Boon  now  renewing  his  request,  and  objec- 
tion being  again  made — Mr.  Bronson  moved  for 
a suspension  oftbe  rules  to  enable  Mr.  Boon  to  of- 
fer it. 

On  which  motion  Mr.  Briggs  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  remonstrated  with  Mr.  Boon, 
and  asked  him  not  to  press  the  motion. 

Mr.  Boon  insisting, the  yeas  and  nays  were  tak°n  on 
suspending  the  rules,  and  decided  as  follows:  Yeas 
95  nays  53.  There  not  being  two-thirds,  the  rules 
were  not  suspended. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  now  moved  to  suspend  the  rules 
in  order  that  the  house  might  immediately  resume,  in 
committee  of  the  whole,  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  which  was  in  discussion  on  Sunday  morning, 
when  the  house  adjourned. 

On  this  motion  Mr.  Turney  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays;  which  were  ordered.  Mr.  Harlan  asked  of 
Mr.  Cambreleng  whether  it  was  the  purpose  of 
himself  and  his  friends  to  press  through  that  bill 
this  day? 

Mr.  Cambreleng  said  he  could  not  tell  what  the 
house  would  he  disposed  to  do. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Cambre- 
leng’s  motion  that  the  house  go  into  committee  of 
the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union  to  resume  the 
consideration  of  the  treasury  note  bill,  and  resulted 
as  follows:  Yeas  132,  nays  50. 

The  house  accordingly  went  into  committee  (Mr. 
Ingham  again  in  the  chair.) 

Mr.  Harper,  who  had  the  floor  from  Sunday 
morning,  resumed  and  concluded  his  remarks  in 
decided  opposition  to  the  bill. 


Mr  Hawes,  of  Kentucky,  next  obtained  the  floor 
and  took  the  same  side  ol  the  question;  but,  before 
he  had  proceeded  far  he  was  taken  suddenly  ill, 
and  disabled  from  speech  or  action.  Much  confu- 
sion ensued  in  the  house.  Mr.  H.  was  taken  to  one 
of  the  great  south  windows  of  the  hall — where,  be- 
ing bled,  he  soon  recovered  so  far  as  to  be  able  to 
retire  from  the  hall. 

Mr  Dunn,  of  Indiana,  succeded,  and  entered  at 
large  into  an  argumentative  speech,  in  the  course 
of  which  he  traced  the  conduct  of  the  administra- 
tion from  the  beginning  toward  1 he  banks,  arguing 
to  show  that  its  policy  was  utterly  hostile  to  them, 
and  insisting  that  the  present  measure  was  intend- 
ed to  supersede  them  by  an  issue  of  government 
paper. 

Mr.  Goode  took  the  floor,  and  was  going  on  with 
some  remarks  in  opposition  to  the  bill  when  he  was 
interrupted  by 

Mr.  William,  of  Kentucky,  who  rose  to  a point 
of  order,  anil  inquired  if  there  was  a quorum  present. 
Mr.  W.  moved  that  the  committee  rise,  in  order  to 
have  a call  of  the  house,  for  he  wished  to  get  out  of 
that  place  before  night. 

Mr.  Goode  begged  the  gentleman  to  withdraw 
his  motion,  and  allow  him  to  proceed.  He  would 
not  detain  the  committee  long,  and  not  having  before 
expressed  his  opinions  on  the  subject  of  the  pre- 
sent bill,  and  the  subjects  immediately  connected 
with  it,  he  felt  bound  to  do  so,  and  would  rather  do 
it  then  than  at  such  an  hour  as  that  at  which  the 
house  adjourned  on  Sunday  morning. 

Mr.  Williams  consented  to  withdraw  his  motion, 
again  repeating  that  he  wanted  to  go  hbine  before 
midnight. 

Mr  Goode  then  went  on  at  some  length  into  an 
examination  of  the  messages  of  the  president  at 
the  special  and  present  sessions,  and  into  a history 
of  the  various  propositions  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  in  order  to  show  that  the  pretence  that 
something  was  necessary  to  be  done  to  relieve  the 
wants  of  the  treasury,  and  the  manner  pointed  out 
to  obtain  that  relief,  all  ended  in  the  prosecution  of 
a plan  to  establish  a sub-treasury,  or  government 
bank.  He  was  willing  to  afford  the  government  all 
the  money  that  was  necessary  to  carry  on  its  opera- 
tions, and  he  would,  at  any  time,  vote  for  supplies; 
but  he  was  opposed  to  the  sub-treasury,  and  the 
issuing  of  treasury  not.es.  He  hoped  that  the  bill 
would  be  put  into  a shape  that  would  enable  him  to 
support  it;  but  in  its  present  shape  he  could  not 
vote  for  it,  tor  a great  many  reasons,  which  he  then 
went  on  at  large  to  assign. 

Mr.  Sergeant,  of  Pennsylvania,  then  took  the 
floor,  and,  after  a severe  examination  of  the  speech 
with  which  Mr.  Cambreleng  had  introduced  the 
bill,  went  into  an  argument  in  opposition  to  the 
measure  proposed  by  the  bill. 

He  yielded  to  a motion  for  the  rising  of  the  com- 
mittee, which  failed:  Ayes  79  noes  85.  Mr.  S. 

then  resumed,  and  further  addressed  the  committee 
in  conclusion.  Mr.  Tillinghast  then  appealed  to 
the  house,  stating  that,  from  the  number  of  gentle- 
men who  wished  to  address  the  committee  on  the 
bill,  it  would  be  impossible  to  get  a vote  on  t.le  bill 
to-night,  and  thereupon,  at  half  past  5 o’clock, 
moved  that  the  committee  rise.  The  motion  was 
rejected:  Ayes  90,  noes  94.  Mr.  Tillinghast  then 
addressed  the  committee  in  opposition  to  the  bill, 
and,  having  proceeded  till  five  minutes  after  six 
o’clock,  yielded  to  another  motion,  by  Mr  Davies. 
for  the  rising  of  the  committe.  This  motion  was 
negatived:  Ayes  87,  noes  93.  Mr.  Tillinghast  con- 
tinued his  argument,  and  spoke  till  twenty  minutes 
before  seven,  when,  Air.  Robertson  moved  that  the 
committee  rise,  proposing  that  it  be  with  the  un- 
derstanding that  the  bill  should  be  gotten  out  of 
committee  to  morrow.  The  motion  was  carried; 
Ayes  91,  noes  86.  So  the  committee  rose  at  7 
o’clock,  and  reported  progress. 

A motion  being  made  to  adjourn,  the  yeas  and 
nays  wpre  demanded  by  Mr.  Bronson,  but  the 
house  refused  to  order  them;  and  thereupon  ad- 
journed. 

Tuesday,  May  15.  The  Chair  laid  before  the 
house  a copimnnication  from  the  secretary  of  the 
navy,  in  reply  to  the  resolution  of  the  house  of  the 
31st  of  March  last,  calling  for  the  names  of  all  pen- 
sion agents,  the  authority  by  w'hich  such  agents 
were  appointed,  copies  of  commissions  issued  to 
such  agents,  &c. 

It  appears  by  the  said  report,  that  there  w'as  at 
the  time  of  the  last  settlement  with  the  several 
agents  for  paying  navy  pensions,  an  unexpended 
balance  of  $,'103,658  47  remaining  in  their  hands. 
Settlements  have  been  made  with  all  of  them,  ex- 
cept one  or  two,  since  the  commencement  of  the 
present  year. 

Committees  were  then  called  on  for  reports  when 
a number  were  received,  chiefly  on  private  claims, 
which  will  be  noticed  hereafter. 
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Mr.  Loon  said  that  under  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  he  felt  constrained  again  to  oiler . 
the  same  resolution  which  he  had  proposed  to  offer 
yesterday,  and  which  the  house  had  refused  to  re- 
ceive. 

The  Chair  stated  that,  on  examination,  be  found 
another  resolution  had  been  offered,  on  the  same 
subject,  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  S. 
Williams,)  which  lay  on  t he  table;  in  consequence 
of  which,  it  would  not  be  in  order  for  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana  to  offer  another;  but  he  could  move 
that  the  house  take  up  the  resolution  now  on  the 
table. 

The  following  resolution,  moved  by  Mr.  S.  Wil- 
liams on  the  16th  of  April  last,  was  then  read: 

‘'■Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
be  instructed  to  report  a bill  making  it  unlawful  for 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  or  any  other  officer  of 
this  government,  to  continue  in  force  or  make  any 
generator  special  order  making  a distinction  or  dis- 
crimination in  the  medium  or  kind  of  currency  in 
which  the  different  branches  of  the  revenue  (either 
from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  or  from  any  other 
source)  of  the  United  States  shall  be  collected.” 

Objection  being  made  to  its  consideration  at  this 
time,  Mr.  Boon  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  to  allow 
of  its  being  considered.  On  this  motion  Mr.  Wil- 
liams demanded  the  yeas  and  nays.  Mr.  Bronson 
inquired  w hether  the  two  resolutions  were  indenti- 
callv  the  same.  The  Chair  thought  them  the- same 
in  substance. 

Mr.  Casey  moved  a call  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Boon  stated  a difference  between  his  resolu- 
tion arid  that  of  Mr.  Williams,  in  this,  viz  that  Mr. 
W.’s  resolution  specified  the  particular  kind  of  mo- 
ney that  should  be  received;  whereas  his  own  otdy 
required  that  no  discrimination  should  be  made  in 
the  kind  of  money  to  be  received,  but  did  not  say 
what  that  should  be. 

The  Chair  still  adhered  to  the  decision  that  the 
resolution  of  Mr.  Boon  was  not  in  order. 

The  question  on  suspending  the  rules  to  take  up 
the  resolution  of  Mr.  Williams  was  then  put,  and 
decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  negative,  as  fol- 
lows—(not  two-thirds:) 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  H.  Allen,  J. 
W.  Allen,  Aycrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Boon,  Bor- 
den, Brings,  Bronson,  Win.  B.  Calhoun,  John  Cal- 
hoon,  William  B.  Carter,  Casey,  Chambers,  Cheat- 
ham, C h i Ids,  Clark,  Corw'in,  Crary,  Cranston, 
Crockett,  Curtis,  Cushing,  Darlington,  Deberry, 
Dennis,  Dunn,  Evans,  Everett,  R.  Fletcher,  Fill- 
more, Foster,  R.  Garland,  Goode,  William  Graham, 
Graves,  Grennell,  Haley,  Halsted,  Hamer,  Harlan, 
Harper,  Hastings,  Henry,  Herod,  J.  Jackson,  Kil- 
gore, Marvin,  Samson  Mason,  Maury,  May,  Max- 
well, McKennan,  Mercer, Milligan,  Mitchell,  Mont- 
gomery, M.  Morris,  C.  Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes,  Pat- 
terson, Pope,  Potts,  R iriden,  Randolph,  Robinson, 
Russell,  Sergeant,  Augustin  H.  Shepperd,  C.  She- 
pard, Shields,  Sibley,  Snyder,  Southgate,  Stanly, 
Stratton,  Taliaferro,  Thompson,  Tillinghast,  To- 
land,  Vanderveer,  A.  S.  White,  J.  White,  Elisha 
Whittlesey,  D.  Williams,  Sherrod  Williams,  J.  L. 
Williams,  C.  H.  Williams,  Wise,  Yell,  Yorke — 94. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton. 
Beatty,  Beirne,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Brodhead,  Bu- 
chanan, Bynum,  Cambreleng.  Chapman,  Clowney, 
Craig,  Cushman,  Davee,  DeGratf,  Dromgoole,  Ed- 
wards, Farrington,  I.  Fletcher,  Fry,  J.  Gariand, 
Glascock,  Granlland,  Grant,  Griffin,  Harrison, 
Hawkins,  Haynes,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hubley,  W. 
H.  Hunter,  Ingham,  T.  B.  Jackson,  J.  Johnson,  N. 
Jones,  Keim,  Kemble,  Klingensmith,  Legare,  Lead- 
better,  Lewis,  Logan,  J.  M.  Mason,  Martin,  Mc- 
Kay, R.  McClellan,  Abraham  McClellan,  McClure, 
Miller,  Morgan,  Parker,  Paynter,  Pennybaeker,  Pe- 
trikin,  Phelps,  Potter,  Pratt,  Reilly,  Rhett,  Rives. 
Robertson,  Shelter,  Spencer,  Stuart,  Taylor,  Tho- 
mas, Titus,  Toucey,  Turney,  Wagener,  Webster, 
Weeks,  T.  T.  Whittlesey,  Jared  W.  Williams — 76. 

Mr.  Boon  gave  notice  he  should  renew  his  motion 
every  day  until  the  house  should  act  upon  it. 

Mr.  Southgate  presented  the  following,  which  lies 
on  the  table  one  day: 

Resolved,  That  ten  thousand  copies  of  the  report 
and  bill  reported  by  the  committee  on  the  militia  be 
printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng,  the  house  resolv- 
ed itself  into  a committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state 
of  the  union,  (Mr.  Ingham  in  the  chair,)  and  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  bill  authorizing  the 
reissue  of  treasury  notes. 

The  house  was  addressed  at  length  by  Mr.  Til- 
linghast, Mr.  Cushman,  Mr.  Biddle,  Mr.  Bell,  and 
Mr.  Randolph,  upon  the  merits  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Randolph  having  concluded  his  remarks,  loud 
calls  were  heard  all  over  the  hall  for  the  rising  of 
the  committe.  Mr.  Hoffman,  of  New  York,  said 
that  he  had  been  desirous  of  addressing  the  com- 
mittee on  the  subject  of  this  bill;  but,  as  he  under- 


stood that  an  arrangement  or  mutual  understanding; 
had  been  agreed  upon,  that  the  committee  should 
rise  this  evening  and  report  the  bill,  he  was  willing 
to  waive  the  delivery  of  his  remarks  at  this  time, 
reserving  them  until  the  bill  should  come  into  the 
house.  Mr.  Pope  said  that  he  too  had  the  same  de- 
sire, but  would  follow  the  example  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  York.  As  he  had  had  some  instrumen- 
tality in  bringing  about  the  understanding  to  which 
the  gentleman  alluded,  he  hoped  it  would  be  acted 
on,  and  that  the  bill  would  now  be  reported.  Mr. 
Stuart,  of  Virginia,  withdrew  the  amendment  he 
had  offered.  Mr.  W.  Cost  Johnson  expressed  a de- 
sire fora  decision  before  the  rising  of  the  committee, 
upon  the  amendment  still  pending.  Mr.  Russell 
said  that,  if  the  question  was  to  be  taken  on  that 
amendment,  he  had  a proviso  to  append  to  it;  with- 
out which  he  should  object  to  its  adoption  Mr. 
Rencher  said  he  also  had  an  amendment  to  offer. 
Mr.  Meneffee  wished  to  offer  an  amendment  as  a 
substitute  for  that  of  Mr.  Stuart.  Mr.  Robertson  pro- 
posed that  all  the  amendments  should  be  printed,  and 
the  question  on  them  deferred  till  the  bill  came  into 
the  house.  Mr.  Cambreleng  reminded  the  gentle- 
man that  all  amendments  which  did  not  go  to  en- 
large the  amount  of  money  in  the  bill  could  as  well 
be  offered  in  the  house  as  in  committee. 

Mr.  Wise,  said  that  two  gentlemen  had  given 
notice  of  their  wish  to  speak  on  this  bill;  and  he 
believed  that  ten  times  tw'O  had  the  same  desire. 
He  would  now  caution  all  such  gentlemen  not  to 
trust  to  any  general  understanding,  informally  en- 
tered into,  but  to  speak  at  once;  for  to-morrow  the 
bill  would  be  in  the  house,  and  they  would  have 
the  previons  question  sprung  upon  them. 

Mr.  Owens,  of  Georgia,  moved  that  the  commit- 
tee do  now  rise  and  report  the  bill.  Mr.  JIdams 
gave  notice  of  a purpose  to  move  to  amend  the 
title  of  the  bill. 

The  question  being  put  on  rising  and  reporting 
the  bill,  it  was  carried  by  a very  large  majority. 
Whereupon,  the  committee,  at  twenty  minutes  be- 
fore eight,  rose,  and  reported  the  bill  to  the  house, 
without  amendment. 

On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Mercer , it  was  agreed 
that  all  gentlemen  having  amendments  to  offer 
should  bring  them  to  the  clerk’s  table,  that  they 
might  be  printed,  and  laid  on  the  tables  of  the 
members  to-morrow,  in  time  for  the  action  of  the 
house. 

The  Chair  laid  before  the  house  a message  from 
the  president  of  the  United  States,  transmitting 
information  required  by  a resolution  of  the  house 
of  representatives  of  the  30th  ultimo,  in  relation 
to  the  introduction  of  foreign  paupers  into  the 
United  States;  which  was  laid  on  the  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Arid  then  the  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  May  16.  Mr.  Boon  moved  to  sus- 
pend the  rules  for  one  hour  to  take  up  the  following 
resolution  of  Mr.  Williams,  of  Kentucky,  being 
nearly  identical  with  that  offered  by  himself  a few 
days  since: 

“Resolved,  Thatthe  committee  of  w'ays  and  means 
be  instructed  to  report  a bill  making  it  unlawful  for 
the  s°cretary  of  the  treasury,  or  any  other  officer  of 
this  government,  to  continue  in  force  or  make  any 
general  or  special  order  making  a distinction  or  dis- 
crimination in  the  medium  or  kind  of  currency  in 
which  the  different  branches  of  the  revenue  (either 
from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  or  from  any  other 
source)  of  the  United  Slates  shall  be  collected,” 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Kentucky,  gave  notice  that,  as 
some  had  perhaps  voted  against  this  motion  yester- 
day, under  the  apprehension  that  the  proposition 
offered  by  himself  differed  materially  from  that  of 
Mr.  Boon,  he  should,  if  the  House  agreed  to  take 
it  up,  modify  it  so  as  to  make  it  identical  with  that 
of  Mr.  Boon. 

Mr.  Grennell  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
motion  to  suspend.  No  quorum  voted  on  this  pro- 
position, the  division  being  52  to  42. 

Mr.  Briggs  demanded  a call  of  the  House.  Or- 
dered. 

The  House  was  called  till  nearly  the  end  of  the 
roll,  when,  on  motion,  the  call  was  suspended,  and 
the  question  was  put  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Boon, 
to  suspend  the  rules  for  one  hour,  in  order  to  take 
up  the  above  resolution,  and  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  Allen, 
■T.  W.  Allen,  Bell,  Boon,  Bouldin.  Briggs,  Bronson,  W. 
B.  Calhoun,  J.  Calhoun,  W.  B.  Campbell,  W.  B.  Car- 
ter, Casey,  Chambers,  Cheatham,  Clark,  Cleveland. 
Coffin,  Coruun,  Crary,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis, 
Cushing,  Darlington,  Davies,  Deberry,  Dennis,  Dunn, 
Edwards,  Evans,  Everett,  R.  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Fos- 
ter, Gallup,  .Tames  Garland,  Rice  Garland,  Goode 
William  Graham.  Grantland,  Graves,  Grenqell.  Haley, 
Hall,  Halstead,  Hamer,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hastings, 
Haw’es,  Henry,  Herod,  Hoffman,  R-  M.  T.  Hunter, 
William  Cost  Johnson,  Kennedy.  Kilgore,  Legare, 
Lincoln,  Marvin,  Samson  Mason,  Maury,  May,  Max- 


I well,  Robert  McClellan,  McKennan,  Mercer,  Milch- 
ell,  Montgomery,  Mathias  Morris,  Calvary  Morris, 
Noyes,  Parmenrer,  Patterson,  Peck,  Pope,  Potts,  Rari- 
den,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rencher,  Ridgway,  Robinson, 
Rumsey,  Russell,  Sergeant,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  Charles 
Shepard,  Shields,  Sibley,  Slade,  Snvder,  Southgate, 
Stauiy,  Stone,  Siraiton,  Taliaferro,  Tillinghast,  'Poland, 
Vanderveer,  J.  White,  E.  Whittlesey,  L.  Williams,  S. 
Williams,  J.  L.  Williams,  C.  H.  Williams,  Wise,  Yell, 
Yorke — 111. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Anderson,  Atherton,  Beat’y,  Beirne, 
Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Cambreleng,  Chapman,  Clowney, 
Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Cushman,  Davee,  Dromgoole, 
Farrington.  Fairfield,  Isaac  Fletcher,  Fry,  Glascock, 
Gran1, Griffin,  Hammond,  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynes, 
Hopkins,  Hubley,  Ingham,  T.  B.  Jackson,  J.  Johnson, 
N.  Jones,  Keim,  Leadbetter,  Lewis,  Logan,  Martin, 
McKay,  Abraham  McClellan,  Miller,  Morgan,  Mur- 
ray, Noble,  Owens,  Parker,  Pennybaeker,  Petri  kin, 
Phelps,  Potter,  Prentiss,  Reily,  Rhett,  Richardson, 
Rives,  Robertson,  Shefler,  Sheplor,  Stuart,  Taylor, 
Thomas,  Titus,  Toucey,  Turney,  Wagener,  Webster, 
Weeks,  T.  T.  Whittlesey,  J.  W.  Williams,  Worthing- 
ton—70. 

So,  there  not  being  two-thirds  in  favor,  the  House 
refused  to  suspend  the  rules. 

Mr.  Curtis,  of  New  York,  gave  notice  that,  on 
the  first  occasion  when  it  shall  be  in  older,  he 
should  introduce  a bill,  with  the  leave  of  the  House, 
“to  authorize  the  granting  of  a drawback  of  duty 
upon  foreign  coals,  when  exported  and  consumed 
on  board  of  vessels  propelled  by  steam  power.” 

Sundry  bills  on  the  speaker’s  table  w'ere  read 
and  committed,  and  then  the  house,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Cambreleng,  took  up  the  treasury  note  bill. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  offered  two  amendments,  pro- 
viding for  the  restriction  and  limitation  of  the  ope- 
ration of  this  bill  in  the  same  way  as  the  bill  of 
October  last,  to  which  it  referred,  and  adding  the 
same  provisions  which  that  bill  contains,  as  to  the 
counterfeiting  of  the  treasury  notes. 

Mr.  Robertson’s  amendment,  offered  in  commit- 
tee, proposing  a loan,  under  certain  restrictions, 
instead  of  the  re-issue  of  the  treasury  notvs,  came 
first  in  order,  as  modified  by  the  mover. 

Mr.  Hoffman  opposed  the  bill  as  reported;  and 
replied  at  length  to  the  arguments  of  Messrs.  Rhett 
and  Cambreleng  in  favor  of  it. 

Some  conversalion  ensued  between  Messrs.  Rhett, 
Hoffman,  Thompson,  Legare,  and  Cambreleng,  upon 
local  points  incidentally  introduced  into  the  debate; 
alter  which, 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  went  at  length  into  a de- 
fence of  the  bill  as  reported. 

Mr.  Wise  followed  on  the  same  bill  in  a speech 
of  considerable  length,  in  which  he  insisted,  in  the 
course  of  his  argument,  that,  with  all  its  boast  of 
means,  the  government  was  bankrupt.  In  the  close 
of  his  speech  he  indulged  in  some  pleasantry  on  the 
devices  of  the  old  continental  money  and  new  trea- 
sury notes,  as  well  as  a caricature  of  the  latter, 
which  excited  much  mirth  in  the  house. 

Mr.  Bynum,  then  addressed  the  house  with  much 
zeal  in  a general  defence  of  the  administration. 
Mr.  Garland,  of  Louisiana,  expressed  a w ish  to  ad- 
dressthe  house,  and  as  a test  of  the  wishes  of  the 
house,  moved  an  adjournment.  On  this  motion 
Mr.  Cushman  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays.  Mr. 
Garland-  thereupon  withdrew  his  motion,  and  pro- 
ceeded in  a generel  speech  against  the  bill,  and  es- 
pecially in  reply  to  Messrs.  Bynum  and  Rhett.  He 
w'as  giving  his  reasons  for  preferring  a loan,  when, 
at  8 o’clock,  he  yielded  the  floor  for  a motion  for 
adjournment.  On  this  motion  Mr.  Haynes  demand- 
ed the  yeas  and  nays,  which,  baing  taken,  resulted 
as  follow's:  Yeas  64,  nays  125.  So  the  bouse  re- 
fused to  adjourn.  Mr.  Garland  then  resumed,  and 
having  concluded,  Mr.  Cushman,  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, moved  the  previous  question.  Mr.  Craig  de- 
manded a call  of  the  house,  which  was  agreed  to: 
Ayes  83,  noes  52.  The  house  was  accordingly 
called.  Mr.  Pope  then  moved  that  all  further  pro- 
ceedings in  the  call  be  suspended,  but  the  motion 
was  lost:  Ayes  76,  noes  77.  The  absentees  were 
called,  when  it  appeared  that  199  members  had 
answered  to  their  names.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Grant, 
the  further  prosecution  of  the  call  was  dispensed 
with.  The  vote  was  then  taken  on  seconding  the 
previous  question,  and  carried:  Ayes  98,  noes  95. 
So  the  demand  for  the  previous  question  was  se- 
conded by  the  house.  The  previous  question  being 
put,  viz.  “Shall  the  main  question  be  now  put?” 

Mr.  Bell  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  resulted  as  follows, 
viz: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Beatty,  Beirne,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Boon.  Brodhead, 
Bronson,  Bynum,  Cambreleng,  J.  Campbell, -Casey, 
Chapman,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Crary, 
Cushman,  Davee,  DeGraff,  Dromgonle,  Duncan, 
Edwards,  Elmore,  Farrington,  Fairfield,  Foster, 
Fry,  Gallup,  Glascock,  Grant,  Grey,  Griffin,  Haley) 
Hammond,  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Hoisey) 
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Hoit,  Howard,  H i i bi  y , 1 ogiram , l1 . B . Jnc kson , J . 
Johnson,  N.  Jori  -s,  J.  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Kemble, 
Klin°-eusmitli,  Legare,  Leadbetter,  Lewis,  Logan, 
Loomis,  Martin,  McKay,  R.  McClellan,  A.  McClel- 
lan, McClure,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Morgan,  Mur- 
ray, Noble,  Palmer,  Parker,  Parmenter,  Pennyback- 
er,  Petrikin,  Phelps,  Pickens,  Potter,  Pratt,  Prentiss, 
Reilly,  Rhett,  Richardson,  Rives,  Shett'er,  Sheplor, 
Snyder,  Spencer,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus,  Toucey, 
Turney,  Vail,  Wagener,  Webster,  Weeks,  T.  T 
Whittlesey,  J.  W.  Williams,  Worthington,  Yell— 99. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams, ’Alexander,  H.  Allen,  J. 
W.  Allen,  Aycrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Borden, 
Brio-gs,  Win,  B.  Calho.un,  John  Calhoon,  W.  B. 
Campbell,  William  B.  Carter,  Chambers,  Cheatham, 
Clark,  Coffin,  Corwin.  Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis, 
Cushing,  Darlington,  Davies,  Dennis,  Du  nn,  Evans, 
Everett,  Ewing,  R.  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  J.  Garland, 

R.  Garlaud,  Goode,  Jame3  Graham,  William  Gra- 
ham, Graves,  Grennell,  Halsted,  Harlan,  Harper, 
Hastings,  Henry,  Herod,  Hotfinan,  Hopkins,  R.  M. 
T.  Hunter,  H.  Johnson,  W.  C.  Johnson,  Kennedy, 
Lincoln,  Marvin,  J.  M.  Mason,  Samson  Mason, 
Maury,  May,  Maxwell,  McKennan,  Menefee,  Mil- 
ligin,  Mitchell,  C.  Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes,  Patter- 
son, Peck,  Pope,  Potts,  Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed, 
Rencher,  Ridgway,  Robertson,  Robinson,  Ruinsey, 
Russell,  Sergeant,  Shields,  Sibley,  Slade,  Southgate, 
Stanly,  Stuart,  Stratton,  Taliaferro,  Tillinghast, 
Toland,  Underwood,  A.  S.  White,  J.  White,  Elisha 
Whittlesey,  L.  Williams,  Sherrod  Williams,  J.  L. 
Williams,  C.  H.  Williams,  Wise,  Yorke — 99. 

The  speaker  voting  in  the  affirmative,  the  pre- 
vious question  was  carried  by  his  casting  vote. 

The  main  question  was  tnen  put  on  ordering  the 
bill  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a third  time,  and  deci- 
ded bv  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Beatty,  Beirne,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Boon,  Brodhead, 
Bronson,  Bynum,  Cambreleng,  J.  Campbell,  Casey, 
Chapman,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Crary, 
Cushman,  Davee,  DeGratf,  Dromgoole,  Duncan, 
Edwards,  Elmore,  Farrington,  Fairfield,  Foster, 
Fry,  Gallup,  James  Garland,  Glascock,  Grantland, 
Grant,  Gray,  Giiffin,  Haley,  Hammond,  Hamer, 
Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holsey,  Holt,  Howard, 
Hubley,  Ingham,  T.  B.  Jackson,  J.  Johnson,  N. 
Jones,  J.  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Kemble,  Kilgore,  Kiing- 
ensmith,  Legare,  L^adbetter.Levvis,  Logan,  Loomis, 
J.  M.  Mason,  Martin,  McKay,  Robert  McClellan, 
A.  McClellan,  McClure,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Mor- 
gan, Murray,  Noble,  Palmer,  Parker,  Parmenter, 
Pennybacker,  Petrikin,  Phelps,  Pickens,  Potter, 
Pratt,  Prentiss,  Rariden,  Reily,  Rhett,  Richardson, 
Rives,  Shelter,  Sheplor,  Snyder,  Spencer,  Stuart, 
Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus,  Toucey,  Turney,  Vail, 
Wagener,  Webster,  Weeks,  T.  T.  Whittlesey,  J. 
W.  Williams,  Worthington,  Yell— 106. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman 
Allen,  J.  W.  Allen,  Aycrigg,  Bell.  Biddle.  Bond, 
Borden,  Briggs,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  J.  Calhoon,  W.  B. 
Campbell,  W.  B.  Carter,  Chambers,  Cheatham, 
Childs,  Clark,  Coffin,  Corwin,  Cranston,  Crockett, 
Curtis,  Cushing,  Darlington,  Davies,  Deberry,  Den- 
nis, Dunn,  Evans,  Everett,  Ewing,  R.  Fletcher, 
Fillmore,  Rice  Garland,  Goode,  James  Graham, 
William  Graham,  Graves,  Grennell,  Halstead,  Har- 
lan, Harper,  Hastings,  Henry,  Herod,  Hoffman, 
Hopkins,  It.  M.  T.  Hunter,  Henry  Johnson,  Wil- 
liam Cost  Johnson,  Kennedy,  Lincoln,  Marvin  Sam- 
son Mason,  Maury,  May  Maxwell,  McKennan, 
Menefee,  Miligan,  Mitchell,  Calvary  Morris,  Nay- 
lor, Noyes,  Patterson,  Peck,  Pope,  Potts,  Randolph, 
Reed,  Rencher,  Ridgway,  Robertson,  Robinson, 
Rumsey,  Russell,  Sergeant,  Charles  Shepard, 
Shields,  Sibley,  Slade,  Southgate,  Stanly,  Stratton, 
Taliaferro,  l'hompson,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Under- 
wood, A.  S.  White,  J.  White,  E.  Whittlesey,  L. 
Williams,  S.  Williams,  J.  L.  Williams,  C.  H.  Wil- 
liams, Wise,  Yorke — 99. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  the  third  reading;  it  was 
then  read  a third  time;  and  the  question  being,  shall 
the  bill  pass? 

Mr.  S.  Williams  moved  that  the  bill  be  recom- 
mitted to  the  committee  of  the  whole  house  on  the 
state  of  the  union,  with  instructions  to  report  a bill 
to  authorize  the  sale  of  the  bonds  given  and  execu- 
ted by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to  the  govern- 
ment for  the  government  stock  and  interest  in  the 
late  Bunk  of  the  United  States;  and,  in  the  event 
said  bonds  cannot  be  sold  in  time  to  obtain  the  ne- 
cessary funds  for  the  purposes  and  actual  wants  of 
the  government,  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  two 
millions  of  treasury  notes  for  the  immediate  wants 
of  the  government,  and  to  authorize  a loan  for  a 
surn  of  money  that  may  be  required  for  the  necessa- 
ry and  actual  wants  of  the  government  until  said 
sale  can  be  efFected. 

The  previous  question  was  moved  by  Mr.  Cush- 
man, and  demanded  by  a majority  of  members, 
present,  when  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be 


put,  (which  was,  shall  the  bill  pass?)  by  yeas  106 
nays  99.  The  main  question  was  then  put,  viz. 
shall  the  bill  now  pass? 

Mr.  Rariden  now  moved  a reconsideration  of  the 
vote  on  the  previous  question,  but  the  chair  decided 
that  it  was  not  in  order.  Mr.  Bell  suggested  that 
this  question  of  order  bad  never  yet  been  decided. 
The  question  was  then  put  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  and  carried.  Mr.  Adams  moved  to  amend  the 
title  of  the  bill  by  striking  out  “to  carry  into  effect 
the  act  approved  12th  October,  1837;”  which  was 
agreed  to.  Mr.  Fletcher  moved  to  add  “to  meet  the 
current  expenses  of  the  government.  Mr.  Rariden 
now  gave  notice  that  he  would  move  to  reconsider 
the  vote  on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  with  a view  to 
having  the  question  taken  on  the  amendment  pro- 
posing a loan. 

The  house  then  adjourned  at  10  o’clock. 

Thursday,  May  17.  Mr.  Rariden  rose  and  moved 
to  reconsider  the  vote  of  last  night  on  the  final  passage 
of  the  treasury  note  bill.  The  Chair  said  that  this  mo- 
tion would  come  up  in  order  after  the  morning  hour, 
unless  the  house  decided  to  take  it  up  at  that  time.  Ob- 
jections being  made,  a motion  to  suspend  the  rules,  so 
as  to  take  up  this  motion,  was  made  by  Mr.  GriJJin, 
of  S.  C.  and  rejected. 

Mr.  Russell  asked  for  the  suspension  of  the  rules  to 
enable  him  to  offer  the  following  resolution,  and  de- 
manded the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing 
so  much  of  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  entitled  “ An  act 
to  regulate  the  deposites  of  the  public  money,’’  passed 
the  23d  of  June,  1333,  as  prohibits  receiving  in  payment 
for  dues  to  the  government,  and  disbursing  the  same 
the  bills  of  specie-paying  hanks  which  issue  notes  or 
bills  of  a less  denomination  than  five  dollars;  and,  also, 
so  much  of  the'second  section  of  the  act  entitled  “ An 
act  making  appropriations  for  the  payment  of  revolu- 
tionary and  other  pensioners  of  the  United  States  for 
the  year  1836,  as  prohibits  the  offering  in  payment  by 
any  officer  or  department  of  the  government  the  notes 
or  bills  of  specie-paying  banks  of  a less  denomination 
than  ten  dollars.’’ 

The  house  refused  to  suspend  the  rules  by  the  follow- 
ing vote:  Yeas  56,  nays  127.  Mr.  Russell  gave  no'ice 
that  he  should  offer  that  resolution  daily,  until  the  house 
would  act  upon  it.  Mr.  Cushman  asked  the  house  to 
suspend  the  rules  for  thirty  minutes  to  go  into  the  con- 
sideration of  the  senate  bill  on  this  subject.  Refused. 

Mr.  Boon  again  asked  for  the  suspension  of  the  rules 
to  take  up  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Shtrrod  Williams,  pro- 
hibiting discrimination  in  the  receipt  of  the  media  of 
payment  of  public  dues.  Refused. 

Reports  were  now  presented.  Several  upon  private 
claims  having  been  presented  and  disposed  of,  the  bill 
from  the  Senate,  in  inc  case  of  Hazel  and  Stonestreet, 
came  up  for  consideration.  It  was  moved  that  this  bill 
be  made  the  order  of  this  day  in  committee  of  the  whole. 
Mr.  Briggs  made  some  sta'ements  with  regard  to  the 
pressingnafiire  of  the  claim,  and  the  necessity  of  itsearly. 
passage.  Mr.  Adams  asked  if  there  was  any  report? 
He  understood  that  this  was  a bill  ordering  the  postmas- 
ter general  to  settle  a certain  account  in  peference  to 
others.  Messrs.  Briggs  and  Thompson  explained  the 
character  of  the  claim . Mr.  Underwood  and  Mr.  Adams 
opposed  the  motion..  Mr.  U.  was  opposed  to  giving  any 
one  private  claim  preference  over  another,  while  there 
were  many  pressing  cases  on  the  calendar  of  revolu- 
tionary claims.  He  moved  to  make  the  bill  the  order 
of  the  day  for  to-morrow,  and  give  it  its  proper  place  on 
the  calendar.  Mr.  Adams  thought  it  an  irregular  proce- 
dure to  carry  such  a bill  by  acclamation.  It  was,  in  ef- 
fect, ordering  the  postmaster  general  to  settle  an  account 
without  the  forms  of  law.  He  was  in  favor  of  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Underwood.  Before  any  question  could  be 
taken,  the  morning  hour  expired,  and  Mr.  Cambreleng 
called  for  the  orders  of  the  day. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Rariden  to  reconsider  the 
vote  whereby  this  bill  was  passed  last  night  came 
first  in  order. 

Mr.  Rariden  explained  that  he  was  induced  to 
move  the  reconsideration  of  the  final  vote  on  this 
bill  more  on  account  of  his  political  friends  than  on 
h.s  own  account.  Although  he  greatly  preferred  a 
direct  loan  lor  the  supply  of  the  wants  of  the  trea- 
sury to  the  issue  of  treasury  notes,  yet,  objectiona- 
ble as  that  method  of  supply  was,  he  had,  and  per- 
haps would  again  feel  it  his  duty  to  go  for  it  in 
preference  to  embarrassing  the  action  of  the  gov- 
ernment for  want  of  means.  But  he  must  be  al- 
lowed to  say  he  preferred  the  supply  in  a medium 
whose  circulation  would  not  necessarily  be  con- 
fined to  the  importing  cities.  But  he  would  take 
this  occasion  to  say  to  his  political  friends,  that  he 
considered  the  time  of  this  house  now  of  more  im- 
portance to  this  nation  than  the  difference  in  the 
means  proposed  for  supplying  the  treasury,  and 
that  his  main  object  in  moving  the  reconsideration 
was  that  a full  vote  of  the  house  might  be  had,  or 
other  means  proposed  for  its  relief.  For  himself, 
he  preferred  the  proposition  or  amendment  pro- 
posed by  a gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Stuart,) 
which  proposed  a reissue  of  treasury  paper  to  an 
amount  equal  to  the  immediate  wants  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  the  residue  needful  to  be  obtained  by  a 
direct  loan;  and,  if  it  was  in  his  power,  he  would 


confine  his  motion  for  reconsul  icition  to  that  spe- 
cific object ; but  it  was  not,  and  he  would  now  say 
to  his  political  friends  that,  if  this  vote  should  be 
reconsidered,  and  another  tedious  discussion  spring 
up  upon  any  of  the  amendments  proposed  as  a sub- 
stitute to  the  bill,  (each  of  which  had  been  very 
fully  discussed  already,)  he  should  feel  it  his  duty, 
upon  the  recurrence  of  such  a debate,  to  vote  with 
the  friends  of  the  administration  for  the  previous 
question,  and  then  to  vote  for  the  bill  in  its  present 
shape.  But  he  hoped  it  would  be  the  last  time  he 
would  ever  be  called  upon  to  vote  a supply  in  this 
form. 

Mr.  Boon  moved  the  previous  question  on  the  mo- 
tion to  reconsider.  Mr.  Rives  asked  what  would  be 
the  effect  of  a motion  to  lay  the  motion  on  the  table? 
Would  it  carry  the  bill,  necessarily,  with  it?  The 
Chair  had  considered  this,  but,  the  previous  question 
pending,  this  was  not  the  time  to  decide  it.  Mr.  Wil- 
liams, of  N.  C.  moved  a call  of  the  house;  which  was 
ordered,  and  the  roll  was  called  through.  Before  the 
roll  was  called  a second  time,  Mr.  Cushing  said  he 
wa3  sick  of  seeing  the  time  of  the  house  and  country 
consumed  in  calls  of  the  house,  while  members  did 
not  choose  to  attend  to  their  public  duties.  He  mov- 
ed to  suspend  the  call.  Mr.  Petrikin  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  this  motion.  Mr.  Cushing  withdrew 
the  motion;  and  the  call  proceeded.  215  members 
answered  to  their  names.  The  doors  were  then  clos- 
ed. Mr.  Curtis  moved  to  suspend  the  call.  Mr.  Cush- 
man demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  order- 
ed. The  motion  to  suspend.the  call  was  decided  in 
tile  affirmative  by  the  following  vote:  Yeas  117,  nays 
84.  So  the  proceedings  under  the  call  were  suspend- 
ed, and  the  doors  were  open:  d.  The  question  then 
recurred  on  secondingthe  previous  question, and  was 
decided  by  tellers,  Ihus:  Ayes  119,  noes  not  counted. 
The  question.  Shall  the  main  question  [to  reconsid- 
er] be  now  put?  then  recurred.  Mr.  Gray  demanded 
tile  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered;  and  the  house 
decided,  by  the  following  vote,  that  the  main  ques- 
tion be  put:  Yea9  141,  nays  64.  The  question  then 
recurred.  Shall  the  vote  upon  the  final  passage  of 
the  bill  be  reconsidered?  The  yeas  and  nays  were 
ordered,  and  resulted  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  II.  Allen,  J- 
W.  Allen,  Aycrigg,  Bell.  Biddle,  Bond,  Borden,  Briggs, 
W.  B.  Calhoun,  J.  Calhoon,  W.  B.  Campbell,  W.  jB. 
Carter,  Chambers,  Cheatham,  Childs,  Clark,  Coffin, 
Corv/in,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Cushing,  Davies, 
Dennis,  Dunn,  Evans,  Everett,  Ewing,  R.  Fletcher, 
Fillmore,  J.  Garland,  R.  Garland,  Goode,  James  Gra- 
ham, Win.  Graham,  Graves,  Grennell,  Haley,  Halsted, 
Harlan,  Harper,  Haslinos,  Hawes,  Henry,  Herod,  Hoff 
man,  Hopkins,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  Jenifer,  II.  Johnson, 
W.  C.  Johnson,  Kennedy,  Kilgore,  Lincoln,  Marvin, 
J.  M.  Mason,  S.  Mason,  Maury,  May,  Maxwell,  Mc- 
Kennan, Menefee,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Mitchell,  M.  Mor- 
ris, C.  Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes,  Patterson,  Peck,  Pope, 
Potts,  Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rencher,  Ridgway, 
Robertson,  Robinson,  Rumsey,  Russell,  Sawyer.  Ser- 
geant, A.  II.  Shepperd,  C.  Shepard,  Shields,  Sibley, 
Slade,  Southgate,  Stanly,  Stuart,  Stone,  Stratton,  Talia- 
ferro, Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Underwood,  A. 

S.  White,  J.  White,  E.  Whittlesey,  L.  Williams,  Sher- 
rod Williams,  J.  L.  Williams,  C.  H.  Williams,  Wise, 
Yorke — 110. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Beatty,  Beirne,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Boon,  Bouldin,  Brod- 
head, Bronson,  Buchanan,  Bynum,  Cambreleng,  J. 
Campbell,  Casey,  Chapman,  Cleveland,  Clowney, 
Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Crary,  Cushman,  Davee,  De- 
Graff,  Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Edwards,  Elmore,  Far- 
rington, Fairfield,  Isaac  Fletcher,  Foster.  Fry,  Gallup, 
Glascock,  Grantland,  Grant,  Gray,  Griffin,  Haley, 
Hammond,  Hamer,  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Hol- 
sey. Holt,  Howard,  Hubley,  W.  H.  Hunter,  In'diam, 

T.  B.  Jackson,  J.  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  J.  W.  Jones, 
Keim,  Kemble,  Klingensmith,  Legare,  Leadbetter, 
Lewis,  Logan,  Loomis,  Martin,  McKay,  R.  McClellan, 
A.  McClellan,  McClure,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore, 
Morgan,  Murray,  Noble,  Owens.  Palmer,  Parker,  Par- 
menter, Pennybacker,  Petrikin,  Phelps,  Pickens,  Pot- 
ter, Pratt.  Prentiss,  Reily,  Rhett,  Richardson,  Rives, 
Sheffer,  Sheplor,  Snyder,  Spencer,  Taylor,  Thomas, 
Titus,  Toucey,  Turney,  Vail,  Vandervei  r,  Wagener, 
Webster,  Weeks,  T.  T.  Whittlesey,  J.  W.  Williams, 
Worthington,  Yell — 109. 

The  Chair  voted  in  the  negative,  thus  making 
the  yeas  and  nays  equal  in  number.  So  the  motion 
to  reconsider  was  rejected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones,  of  Wisconsin,  Tuesday 
and  Wednesday,  the  5th  and  6th  of  June,  were  set 
apart  for  the  consideration  of  territorial  business. 

Mr.  Cushing  called  up  his  resolution,  calling  for 
information  with  regard  to  this  subject;  which  he 
supported  at  length.  He  continued  the  course  of 
his  remarks,  which  w:ere  suspended  for  a time  by 
a very  interesting  explanation  by  Mr.  Adams,  in 
relation  to  the  negotiation  of  the  Florida  treaty,  our 
claims  on  the  Perdido,  &c.;  of  all  which,  together 
with  Mr.  C’s  speech,  we  shall  present  a full  report 
hereafter.  Mr.  C.  had  not  concluded  his  speech 
when,  at  half  past  4 o’clock,  he  yielded  to  a motion 
foradjournment,  and  the  house  thereupon  adjourned 
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The  hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
was  on  Friday  the  18th  iust.  unanimously  nominated  as 
chief  justice  of  the  superior  court  of  the  state  ot  New 
Hampshire,  to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the 
death  of  the  late  judge  Richardson — and  subsequent 
accounts  state  that  the  nomination  has  been  confirmed- 

Connecticut.  Dennis  Kimberly  esq.  (W.)  has  been 
elected  a senatorin  congress  from  the  state  ol  Connecti- 
cut for  six  years  from  tne  3d  of  March  next,  in  place  of 
the  hon.  J.  M.  Niles,  whose  term  of  service  will  then 
expire.  Tiie  vote  was  tor  Kimberly  97,  Niles,  33, — 
majority  for  Kimberly  59. 

Cherokee  treaty.  It  will  be  seen  by  the  message 
of  the  president,  and  the  letter  of  the  secretary  of  war 
(inserted  in  the  proceedings  of  the  senate,)  to  Messrs. 
Ross,  Gunter,  &.c.  comprising  the  Cherokee  delega- 
tion in  this  city,  that  the  late  treaty  has  assumed  a new 
feature.  The  subject  has  already  caused  an  exciting 
discussion  in  both  houses,  and  we  give  place  to  the  fol- 
lowing from  the  “Globe”  that  our  readers  may  under- 
stand the  whole  ground  upon  which  the  executive  has 
proceeded. 

OFFICIAL. 

From  the  “Globe"  of  Wednesday,  the  23 d instant. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  the  secretary  of  war  to  major 
genaral  Scott,  dated 

Department  of  War,  May  23,  1836. 

Sir:  You  will  receive  herewith,  a copy  of  proposals 
made  by  the  department  to  the  Cherokee  delegation 
now  in  this  city,  which,  it  is  believed,  will  be  accepted 
by  them.  You  are,  therefore,  hereby  authorized  to  en- 
ter into  an  agreement  with  the  agent  of  the  nation  for 
the  removal  of  their  people.  Tne  expenses  attending 
the  emigration  of  the  Cherokees  are  now  fully  ascer- 
tained by  past  experience,  and  it  is  presumed  you  will 
find  no  difficulty  in  making  such  an  arrangement  as. 
while  it  will  secure  their  comfortable  removal  in  the 
manner  most  agreeable  to  their  chiefs  and  head  men, 
will  effectually  protect  the  interests  of  the  United  States, 
and  prevent  all  unnecessary  delay  or  useless  expendi- 
tures. 

Whether  the  removal  of  this  people  is  to  be  con- 
tinued by  the  military  force  under  your  command,  or 
to  be  conducted  by  their  own  agents,  care  must  be  ta- 
ken that  it  be  carried  on  continuously,  and  as  speedily 
as  may  be  consistent  with  their  health  and  comfort.  It 
must  commence  in  that  part  of  the  territory  which  has 
been  granted  or  sold  by  the  states  to  whose  jurisdiction 
it  belongs,  in  order  that  the  several  proprietors  of  the 
land  may  be  put  in  possession  of  their  estates  with  as 
little  delay  as  possible.  These  proposals  have  been 
laid  before  congress  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  such 
legislative  provisions  as  they  require;  but  it  is  not  in- 
tended thereby  to  retard  the  execution  of  the  treaty, 
and  you  will  therefore  pursue  ffie  measures  you  have 
already  adopted,  until  the  agents  of  the  nation  are  ready 
to  take  charge  of  the  future  emigration  of  their  people; 
nor  will  you  then  permit  any  unnecessary  delay  in  their 
operations. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  Poinsett. 

Major  general  Winfield  Scott,  Athens,  Tennessee. 

OFFICIAL. 

From  the  “Globe-'  of  Thursday,  the  24 lli  instant. 
Copy  of  a letter  from  the  secretary  of  war  to  the  go- 
vernors of  Georgia,  Tennessee,  Alabama,  and  North 

Carolina. 

Department  of  War,  May  23,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  to  your 
excellency,  a copy  of  a proposed  arrangement  with 
John  Russ,  and  other  chiels  and  head-men  of  the 
Cherokee  nation,  now  in  this  city.  Your  excellency 
will  perceive  in  these  proposals,  that  the  government, 
while  itseeks  to  procure  the  co-operation  of  the  delega- 
tion in  the  peaceable  removal  of  the  Cherokees,  has 
carefully  abstained  from  compromitting  the  rights  and 
interests  of  the  states  concerned  in  the  execution  of  the 
treaty.  It  is  not  supposed  that  it  will  require  so  long  a 
enod  as  two  years  to  remove  the  remaining  Chero- 
ees  to  their  new  homes  west  of  the  Mississippi,  but 
whatever  term  of  time  may  be  necessary  to  their  com- 
fortable emigration,  the  department  relie3  upon  the 
generosity  ol  the  states  interested  not  to  press  their 
claims  so  long  as  they  are  satisfied  that  due  diligence 
is  used  by  the  agents  of  the  nation,  to  effect  this  desira- 
ble object  as  speedily  as  practicable. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  Poinsett. 

To  the  governors  of  Georgia,  Tennessee,  Alabama, 

and  North  Carolina. 

The  Cherokees.  From  the  MiUedgcville  Journal  of 
May  \bth.  Wo  regret  to  learn  that  violence  has  been 
alreuJy  committed  by  the  Cherokees  within  our  limits. 
Dr.  John  Bruster,  late  surveyor  general  of  the  state, 
has  fallen  a victim  to  their  hostility.  His  ferryman  was 
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killed,  it  is  stated,  a few  hours  previous,  at  the  ferry  from 
whence  they  proceeded  to  his  house.  His  body  was 
pierced  by  four  balls. 

Company  II.  and  portions  of  companies  D.  E.  and 
F.  1st  regiment  of  artillery,  under  command  of  major 
Kirby,arrived  here  May  15,  and  proceeded  to  Charles- 
ton. They  are  destined  for  the  Cherokee  country. 

Officers.  Captain  Norman,  lieutenants  McLean, 
Rutledge,  Aisquith,  MackalJ,  and  Dr.  Mott.  [ Savannah 
Georgian. 

The  New  Orleans  Picayune  states  that  a considera- 
ble body  of  United  States  troops  arrived  there  from 
Florida  on  the  17th  instant.  There  were  five  compa- 
nies of  infantry  and  two  of  artillery — making  in  all  352 
men.  The  following  officers  also  arrived: 

Brigadier  general  W.  K.  Armistead,  3d  artillery; 
brevet  major  H.  Wilson,  4th  infantry;  lieuts.  H.  Gar- 
ner, 3d  artillery,  K.  C.  Buchanan,  4th  infantry;  A. 
Conkling,  2d  artillery;  Geo.  Lincoln,  4th  infantry;  W. 
W.  Chapman,  2d  artillery;  R.  A.  Luther,  do.;  Arm- 
strong, do.;  Morgan,  do.  Woodbridge,  do.;  E.  A.  Og. 
den,  1st  infantry;  surgeons  II'.  A.  Stinneck,  R.  B 
Wood,  and  assistant  surgeon  Suter.  Both  officers  and 
men  are  in  fine  health  and  spirits. 

An  Act  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  treasury  notes  to 

meet  the  current  expenses  of  the  government. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  congress  as- 
sembled, that  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  with  the 
approbation  of  the  president  of  the  United  States  is 
hereby  authorized  to  cause  treasury  notes  to  be  issued, 
according  to  the  provisions  of,  and  subject  to  all  the 
conditions,  limitations  and  restrictions  contained  in  an 
act  entitled  “An  act  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  treasury 
notes,”  approved  the  twelfth  day  ofOctoberlast,  in  place 
of  such  notes  as  have  been,  or  may  be  issued  under  the 
authority  of  the  act  aforesaid,  and  which  have  been,  or 
may  hereafter  be,  paid  into  the  treasury  and  cancelled. 

Non-resumption.  We  are  sorry  to  say  that  the 
hopes  entertained  recently  that  the  Pennsylvania  Bank 
of  the  United  Siates  would  speedily  resume  specie  pay- 
ments, are  very  much  dissipated.  It  is  now  supposed 
that  such  an  event  will  not  happen  until  the  rising  of 
congress,  or  the  autumn,  or  even  later.  As  a general 
resumption  south  and  west  depends  on  the  movements 
of  this  Dank  in  a great  measure,  the  state  of  expectation 
respecting  its  future  course  has  an  important  effect  on 
all  tunds  of  the  non-resuming  states.  In  consequence 
of  the  opinion  now  entertained  all  such  funds  are  dull, 
and  have  fallen  in  price  materially. 

[Jour,  of  Commerce. 

New  York  money  market,  May  24,  The  upward 
tendency  which  has  for  several  days  existed  in  the 
stock  market,  appears  to  have  partially  subsided,  the 
sales  yesterday  having  generally  been  made  at  a decline 
on  the  prices  of  the  day  previous;  the  reaction  however, 
had  not  any  effect  on  the  amount  ol  business  transact- 
ed, which  was  very  large.  Treasury  notes  continue  at 
par. 

A fair  business  has  been  done  in  sterling  exchange, 
for  transmission  by  the  packet  sailing  this  morning  For 
Liverpool,  at  7 a 7 1-2  per  cent,  premium,  establishing 
an  advance  of  about  half  per  cent,  on  previous  sales. 
On  France  5f  35c  was  generally  obtained. 

The  New  York  American  quotes  U.  S.  Bank  stock 
at  $119  a $120. 

Late  from  Florida.  A letter  received  in  Charles- 
ton, dated  Black  Creek,  May  16,  says:  An  express  ar- 
rived here,  day  before  yesterday,  stating  that  Alligator, 
who  had  been  sent  out  about  a month  since  by  gen. 
Taylor,  had  returned  with  317  Indians,  men,  women, 
and  children,  and  the  impression  is  that  there  will  be 
no  more  campaigning,  as  it  is  supposed  that  all  of  the 
Indians  will  come  in  in  the  course  of  the  summer.  The 
John  McLean  has  just  arrived  here  from  Fort  Mellon, 
which  post  is  to  be  broken  up;  that  at  Volusia  is  already 
abandoned.  The  McLean  brings  soldiers,  horses,  boats, 
&.c.  The  Charleston  is  expected  to-day  from  the  same 
place. 

Upper  Canada.  From  the  Toronto  Herald  of  the  l'2th 
insl.  This  day  Charles  Durand  received  sentence  of 
death,  to  be  hanged  on  the  24th  instant.  The  remain- 
der of  the  prisoners  not  yet  tried,  to  the  number  of  fifty 
four,  were  then  called  up,  when  the  chief  justice,  in  his 
usual  able  and  eloquent  style,  addressed  them  on  the 
enormi’y  of  the  crime  in  which  they  were  engaged,  and 
enjoined  upon  them  henceforward  to  live  in  peace  and 
social  harmony,  setting  forth  the  happy  results  of  such 
a course  of  conduct,  which  he  finished,  by  informing 
them  that,  in  consideration  of  the  energetic  efforts  which 
had  been  used  to  corrupt  their  minds,  and  in  remem- 
brance of  their  former  loyalty  and  good  conduct,  they 
I were  pardoned-  The  only  condition  which  was  re- 


quired of  them  was  to  give  security  for  their  good  be- 
havior for  three  years,  themselves  in  £200  pounds,  each 
and  two  sureties  each  of  £100. 

Texas.  Gen.  Hunt,  the  Texan  minister,  left  this 
city  for  Texas  on  Wednesday  last.  This  gentleman 
made  a very  favorable  impression  on  all  wno  formed 
his  acquaintance  during  his  residence  here.  It  is  not 
expected  that  he  will  immediately  return  to  resume  his 
functions  near  this  government. 

Fairfax  Catlett,  esq.  has  been  left  charge  d’affaires 
ad  interim.  [Globe. 

The  senate  of  Texas  has  rejected  the  resolution  of 
the  house  of  representatives  proposing  to  withdraw  the 
proposition  for  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United 
States.  The  ground  of  exception  was,  that  the  propo- 
sition was  made  by  the  vote  of  the  people.  It  was  said 
that  president  Houston  would  himself  take  the  respon- 
sibility of  recalling  it. 

The  loan  bill,  as  amended,  unanimously  passed  the 
senate,  April  30.  By  one  of  the  provisions  of  this  bill 
it  provided  that  the  “ money  raised  upon  the  bonds 
must  be  deposited  in  the  United  States  Bank  at  Phila- 
delphia, the  Manhattan  Bank  at  New  York,  or  the 
Union  Bank  of  Louisiana,  subject  to  the  orders  of  the 
government.’’ 

Virginia  loan.  The  Richmond  Enquirer  states 
that  the  state  6 per  cent,  loan  of  $400,000,  advertised 
for  on  the  21st  inst.  was  taken  by  Messrs.  Jaquelin, 
Taylor  & co.  of  that  city,  at  a premium  of  $2  81  per  cent. 

Kentucky  bonds.  New  York,  May  24.  We  learn 
that  Mr.  Bullock,  secretary  of  state  of  Kentucky,  and 
agent  for  the  negotiation  of  $1,250,000  of  the  bonds  of 
that  state,  has  succeeded  in  effecting  a disposition  of 
them  on  favorable  terms. 

We  understand  that  the  purchaser  is  ultimately  to 
dispose  of  them  in  the  Europeon  market,  converting 
them  into  sterling  bonds,  and  making  the  interest  and 
principal  payable  in  London.  [Cour.  and  Enquirer. 

Negro  suffrage.  The  house  of  representatives  of 
Connecticut,  by  a vote  of  165  to  33,  have  refused  to  re- 
commend the  expunging  of  the  word  “white’’  in  that 
clause  of  the  constitution  which  specifies  who  shall  be 
entitled  to  vote. 

Serious  Tornado.  We  learn  from  the  Baltimore 
Chronicle,  that  on  Tuesday  afternoon,  that  city  was 
visited  by  a storm  of  wind  and  rain,  which,  although  of 
but  short  duration,  was  of  extraordinary  violence,  and 
occasioned  very  considerable  damage.  It  commenced 
about  seven  o’clock,  passing  over  the  city  from  the 
south  west  to  the  north  east,  carrying  off  in  its  progress 
the  roofs  and  chimnies  of  houses,  and  scattering  their 
fragments  over  the  streets.  As  an  evidence  of  the  vio- 
lence of  the  storm  the  Chronicle  states  that  the  zinc  roof 
upon  the  new  Christ  Church  was,  to  a great  extant,  torn 
off,  and  rolled  up,  as  if  by  the  operation  of  some  power- 
ful machinery. 

The  prince  de  Joinville,  third  son  of  the  Kino-  of 
France,  attended  by  several  French  officers,  arrive?  in 
Washington  on  Thursday  last,  via  Richmond,  in  the 
steamboat  Sidney.  He  is  an  officer  on  board  the  line 
of  battle  ship  Hercules,  which,  with  the  sloop  of  war 
Favorite,  arrived  in  Hampton  Roads  on  Monday  last. 

Com.  Melancthon  Woolsey,  a highly  distinguished 
officer  of  the  navy,  died  at  Ithica,  N.  Y.,  on  Saturday 
last,  in  the  60th  year  of  his  age.  He  received  a lieuten- 
ant’s commission,  April  9th,  1800,  and  was  appointed 
captain,  April  27th,  1816 

A bill  of  indictment  for  murder  has  been  found  by 
the  grand  jury  of  Pulaski  county,  Arkansas,  against 
John  Wilson,  the  speaker  ot  the  house  of  assembly  of 
that  State,  who  left  the  chair  and  murdered  Joseph  J. 
Anthony,  a member,  on  the  floor  of  the  house. 

Mississippi  election.  We  have  before  us  returns 
from  all  the  counties,  except  two,  in  which  the  majori- 
ties only  are  reported,  which  give  Prentiss  12,249, 
Word  11,531 — (majority  over  Claiborne,  273) — Clai- 
borne 11,303,  and  Davis  10,921.  In  Julylast,  the  vote 
for  Claiborne  was  11,193,  Prentiss  7,161. 

Mr.  Adams’  opinion  of  punctuality.  A letter  of  the 
hon.  John  Quincy  Adams  has  just  been  made  public, 
in  which,  (refusing  to  accept  an  invitation  to  attend  a 
meeting  in  the  city  of  New  York,)  that  veteran  states- 
man uses  the  following  language: 

“ My  public  duties  will  detain  me  here  probably 
though  the  whole  month  of  May.  During  the  session 
of  congress,  I do  not  hold  myself  at  liberty  to  absent 
myself  voluntarily  from  the  house,  a single  day:  Such 
is  my  estimate  of  the  representative  duty,  confirmed  by 
a positive  rule  of  the  house  itself,  not  the  less  obligatory 
i for  being  little  observed. 
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Board  of  visiters.  Military  Academy.  The 
following  named  gentlemen  have  been  invited  by 
the  secretary  of  war  to  attend  as  a board  of  visiters 
the  annual  examination  of  the  cadets  of  the  U.  S. 
military  academy  at  West  Point,  to  commence  on 
the  first  Monday  in  June,  1838. 

Connecticut — Professor  Thomas  Hubbard. 

New  York — Gen.  Ducoudray  Holstein,  Rev’d 
G.  M.  Johnson,  professor  Wm.  M.  Holland,  Jas. 
Shea,  and  Medad  Butler,  esqrs. 

Pennsylvania — Dr.  J.  B.  Ard,  Thomas  B.  McEl- 
wee,  John  C.  Plummer,  and  Thomas  Ross,  esqrs. 

Maryland — Daniel  Murray,  esqr.  and  professor 
J.  T.  Ducatel. 

Virginia — John  E.  Page,  Hugh  A.  Garland,  and 
Alexander  Rives,  esqrs. 

North  Carolina — J.  F.  Burgwin,  esq. 

South  Carolina — Gen.  George  McDuffie,  profes- 
sors F.  Leiber,  and Holbrook. 

Georgia — C.  J.  McDonald,  esq. 

Kentucky — Judge  James. 

Tennessee — Col.  George  Wilson. 

Ohio — Dr.  J.D.  Weston. 

Mississippi — Dr.  John  H.  Holt. 

Illinois — B.  F.  Morris,  esq. 

Alabama — H.  W.  Ellis,  esq. 

Missouri — Col.  W.  H.  Russell. 

Arkansas — J.  S.  Conway,  esq. 

Michigan — Dr.  Z.  Pitcher,  late  of  U.  S.army. 

[Army  and  Navy  Chronicle. 

New  militia  law.  The  bill  reported  by  the 
committee  on  the  militia  of  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives, proposing  material  alterations  in  the  pre- 
sent system,  excites  much  interest.  The  principal 
alteration  is  in  the  time  of  service.  The  law  of 
1792  requires  every  able  bodied  white  male  citizen, 
between  the  age  of  18  and  45,  lo  perform  military 
duty.  The  present  bill  limits  the  ages  between  21 
and  40.  The  reasons  that  influenced  the  commit- 
tee to  assume  the  age  of  21,  were,  that  the  power 
to  exact  the  services  of  minors  was  extremely  ques- 
tionable, and  that  their  service  in  time  of  peace 
was  not  required.  Limiting  the  age  to  40  was  con- 
sidered proper,  upon  the  ground  that  the  increase 
of  the  militia,  by  the  rapid  increase  of  population, 
would  make  it  entirely  too  unwieldy;  and  would 
release  a portion  from  a burden  not  required  by  the 
country  at  the  present  time.  They  classify  the 
militia  into  the  active  and  general  militia.  The  ac- 
tive militia  to  be  composed  of  a tenth  part  of  the 
whole  number;  the  remainder  to  form  the  general 
militia.  The  active  militia  are  to  be  selected  from 
the  whole  body  of  the  militia,  by  the  states;  the 
whole  control  being  with  the  states,  so  that  ample 
justice  may  be  done  to  all  interested.  It  is  claimed 
that  on  this  plan,  the  government  will  have  at  all 
time  a certain  portion  of  militia  to  take  the  field  in 
her  defence,  in  a state  of  discipline  equal  to  regu- 
lars; also  that  it  will  be  a most  effectual  argument 
against  the  increase  of  a standing  army.  The  bill 
requires  the  active  militia  to  be  encamped  for  the 
period  of  six  consecutive  days  annually,  to  improve 
in  practical  military  science.  The  tour  of  duty  is 
fixed  at  nine  months.  The  active  militia  will 
amount  to  about  250,000  men,  not  inferior  in  drill 
to  the  regular  army,  and  ready  to  take  the  field  at 
a moment’s  warning.  The  bill  asks  an  appropria- 
tion of  ten  millions.  [Alex.  Gaz. 

Mexico  and  France.  The  following  are  the 
terms  of  settlement  proposed  by  Baron  Deffaudis, 
on  the  part  of  the  French  government  to  the  govern- 
ment of  Mexico: 

1.  The  sum  of  $’800, 000  to  be  paid  before  the  15th 
of  May,  on  board  any  French  vessel  of  war  insight 
of  Vera  Cruz,  to  be  distributed  by  the  French  go- 
vernment among  the  Frenchmen  who  have  sustain- 
ed wrongs  in  "Mexico.  These  are  arranged  in  three 
classes.  1.  Those  who  have  been  plundered,  or  had 
property  destoyed,  during  the  civil  disturbances. 

2.  Those  who  have  had  forced  loans  imposed  upon 
them.  3.  Those  to  whom  justice  has  been  refused 
or  who  have  been  wronged  by  unjust  and  arbitrary 
decisions. 

2 General  Gomez,  who  ordered  the  execution  of 
two  Frenchmen  in  Tampico,  Messrs.  Denwinsent 
and  Saussieu,  to  be  deprived  of  his  grade,  and  to 
pay  $20,000  to  the  families  of  the  victims. 

3.  Col.  Pardo,  commandment  of  Colinfa,  for  as- 
saulting and  wounding  M.  G.  Dulariy,  to  be  depriv- 
ed of  his  commission,  and  pay  $9,800  to  M.  Dulany . 

4.  Senor  Tamayo,  judge  of  Mexico,  for  his  un- 
just sentence  against  M.  Lemoirie,  to  be  deprived 
of  office.  M.  Lemoine  to  be  released  from  prison, 
and  be  paid  an  indemnification  of  two  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

5.  The  sum  of  $50,000  to  be  paid  the  families  of 
the  Frenchmen  murdered  in  Arenzingo. 


The  various  sums  above  specified  to  be  paid  in 
addition  to  the  gross  sum  of  $600,000,  mentioned 
in  the  first  article. 

The  Baron  Deffaudis  farther  requires  that  “the 
Mexican  government  will  bind  itself  in  the  most 
precise  and  solemn  manner,  under  the  condition  on 
the  other  hand  of  the  most  perfect  reciprocity,  with 
respect  to  its  agents,  citizens,  commerce,  and  navi- 
gation on  the  part  of  France. 

“1.  To  secure  constantly  in  the  territory  of  the 
republic,  to  the  diplomatic  and  consular  agents,  to 
the  commerce  and  navigation  of  France,  the  enjoy- 
ment in  all  respects  of  the  treatment  of  the  most  fa- 
vored nation,  excepting,  however,  certain  rights, 
personal  and  political,  reserved  by  the  constitution 
of  the  country  to  the  citizens  of  the  new  republics 
formed  in  the  ancient  Spanish  America. 

“2.  Not  to  impose  in  any  case,  in  future,  upon 
the  subjects  of  his  majesty,  either  contributions  of 
war  of  any  kind,  or  taxes  equal  or  analogous  to 
to  them,  known  by  the  denomination  of  empressi- 
tos  forzosos,  whatever  might  be  their  destination. 

“3.  Lastly.  Never  to  curtail  in  the  least  the  le- 
gal facility  which  the  French  citizens  have  hitherto 
enjoyed,  to  trade  in  retail  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
Mexicans,  without  granting  to  the  former  sufficient 
indemnification.” 


CHEROKEE  TREATY. 

In  senate  May  15,  1838. 

Mr.  Davis  of  Massachusetts  and  Mr.  Me  Kean  of 
Pennsylvania  having  presented  several  memorials, 
remonstrances  &c.  against  the  enforcement  of  the 
treaty  with  the  Cherokees. 

Mr.  Lumpkin  said  he  held  in  his  hand  a letter 
addressed  to  him  by  John  Ridge,  from  the  Chero- 
kee country  west  of  the  Mississippi.  He  was  a 
full-blooded  native  Cherokee.  The  letter  contain- 
ed much  interesting  information  in  regard  to  the 
true  condition  of  the  Cherokee  people  who  had 
emigrated  west  of  the  Mississippi  river.  Mr.  Ridge 
had  been  in  that  country  twelve  months,  had  ex- 
plored and  examined  it,  and  the  letter  gave  a full 
account  in  respect  to  the  true  condition  of  those 
people.  But  this  was  not  all.  The  declarations  of 
other  intelligent  persons  corroborated  what  Mr. 
Ridge  had  stated  on  this  subject. 

This  letter,  Mr.  L.  said,  had  come  as  from  an  in- 
dividual, but  it  contained  a full  and  complete  refu- 
tation of  all  those  petitions  which,  morning  after 
morning,  were  pouring  in  upon  the  senate,  from 
persons  who  knew  nothing  of  the  real  condition  of 
these  people,  or  of  the  subject  on  which  they  were 
annoying  others,  in  a way  which  must  have  a most 
deleterious  effect  on  the  country,  and  on  the  unfortu- 
nate remnant  of  these  Indian  people,  and  which 
might  end  in  a manner  afflictive  to  all  persons  of  sen- 
sibility and  humanity. 

Mr.  L.  asked  that  the  letter  might  be  read;  it 
contained  statements  of  facts  which  could  be  estab- 
lished in  courts  of  justice,  and  which  were  cal- 
culated to  have  an  important  bearing  on  this  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  L.  then  read  the  letter,  no  objection  being 
made;  and,  after  a brief  statement  of  the  happy 
and  contented  condition  of  the  Cherokees  west  of 
the  Mississippi,  it  proceeded  with  matter  and  re- 
flections principally  derogatory  to  John  Ross,  of 
the  Cherokee  nation,  and  his  encouragers  and  coad- 
jutors. 

Mr.  L.  said  he  was  grateful  for  the  indulgence 
which  the  senate  had  granted  him.  He  felt  it  due 
to  the  subject  and  the  country  to  do  thus  much, 
and  he  felt  very  confident  that  if  those  people  who 
were  sending  petitions  here  knew  better  what  they 
were  doing,  every  good  principle  of  human  nature 
would  impel  them  to  a different  course.  They 
were  proceeding  under  the  sacred  name  of  the  holy 
religion  of  the  Bible;  and  if  Mr.  L.  reverenced  any 
thing,  it  was  the  religion  of  the  Bible.  But  he 
looked  forward  to  the  results  of  the  passing  tenden- 
cies to  unite  and  blend  that  religion  with  the  poli- 
tics of  the  country,  with  fear  and  trembling.  But 
he  would  not  now  consume  the  time  of  the  senate. 
His  sole  objects  was  to  prevent  the  evil  which  he 
saw  growing  out  of  the  course  taken  on  this  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  Davis  presented  another  remonstrance  of  the 
same  kind,  from  a number  of  inhabitants  of  New 
Windsor,  Ontario  county,  New  York,  which  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

While  up,  Mr.  D.  said  he  would  speak  a word  or 
two  in  reply  to  the  senator  from  Georgia.  That 
senator  had  seen  fit  to  read  a private  letter  for  the 
information  of  the  senate,  and  Mr.D.  was  happy  to 
be  informed  in  any  way  in  regard  to  the  state  of 
facts  as  they  existed  on  this  subject,  and  he  would 
not  have  said  one  word  in  reply  if  the  senator  had 
not  alleged  that  this  letter  refuted  the  statements  of  * 


the  remonstrants.  Mr.  D.  had  looked  over  the 
memorials  which  he  had  presented,  and  he  had 
heard  the  letter  and  if  the  senator  had  been  bet- 
ter informed  in  regard  to  the  contents  of  both, 
he  would  not  have  been  led  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  letter  touched  the  subject  of  the  memorials 
at  all.  The  memorialists  did  not  go  into  the  inqui- 
ry as  to  the  liberality  of  this  treaty,  nor  of  the  rich- 
ness and  pleasantness  of  the  country  to  which  these 
people  were  removed,  and,  as  far  as  Mr.  D.  knew, 
they  made  no  question  about  this.  But  whether  it 
were  so  or  not,  was  not  at  all  the  matter  in  question. 
The  remonstrants  insisted  that  the  treaty  was  pro- 
cured by  fraudulent  and  improper  means,  and  that 
it  was  made  and  procured  without  the  essent  of 
the  Cherokees;  and  they  then  drew  this  inference, 
that  if  the  treaty  was  made  without  the  assent  of 
the  nation,  it  ought  not  to  be  obligatory,  and  con- 
sequently ought  not  to  be  enforced  without  their 
consent.  Mr.  D.  had  uniformly  concurred  in  the 
opinion  that  this  was  no  treaty;  but  as  the  sense  of 
the  senate  was  otherwise,  and  as  the  constitutional 
majority  had  declared  it  a law  of  the  land,  Mr.  D. 
deemed  it  his  duty  to  acquiesce,  and  he  had  sent 
these  memorials  to  the  table  without  examining 
this  matter  expecting  that  the  government  would 
go  on  with  the  treaty,  but  hoping  that  it  would  be 
done  in  the  spirit  of  humanity.  The  memorialists 
were,  many  of  them,  gentlemen  of  the  highest  res- 
pectability in  the  country  for  intelligence,  moral 
worth,  humanity,  and  every  thing  that  went  to  ex- 
alt human  beings.  The  senator  had  not  done  them 
justice,  for  all  they  asked  was  that  the  treaty  might 
not  be  enforced  against  the  will  of  the  Chero- 
kees. 

Mr.  D.  was  not  disposed  to  enter  into  the  ques- 
tion of  the  merits  or  demerits  of  John  Ross.  The 
remonstrants  had  derived  their  information  on  this 
subject  not  from  him,  but  from  documents  publish- 
ed here.  They  had  seen  the  remonstrance  now  on 
the  files  of  the  senate  from  more  than  16,000  of 
that  nation,  stating  to  the  senate  and  to  the  coun- 
try that  the  treaty  had  been  made  without  the  as- 
sent of  that  nation  by  a few  unauthorized  individu- 
als, and  that  they  were  therefore  not  bound  by  it. 
Mr.  D.  felt  it  his  dutyto  say  thus  much,  in  order  to 
do  justice  to  the  remonstrants. 

Mr.  Lumpkin  said  he  denied  wholly  that  this  let- 
ter was  reproachful.  It  spoke  of  the  remonstrants 
as  deluded,  bewildered,  and  misled;  and  it  was  true 
that  they  were  so;  and  that  the  senator  himself  was 
under  a misapprehension,  Mr.  L.  would  show  by 
calling  his  attention  to  one  fact,  which  was,  that  it 
was  well  known  by  Mr.  L.  and  by  others  here,  that 
there  were  not  16,000  Cherokees  east  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, men,  women,  children,  and  infants  includ- 
ed. This  showed  the  deception  and  delusion  un- 
der which  the  remonstrants  acted,  and  evinced  that 
these  good  people,  as  well  as  their  respectable  or- 
gan here,  were  under  a mistaken  impression. 

In  regard  to  the  language  of  the  remonstrants, 
Mr.  L.  had  examined  one  of  the  memorials,  and 
there  was  no  comparison  between  the  reproachful 
terms  used  by  them  against  this  government,  and 
all  its  respectable  authorities;  there  was  nothing  in 
the  letter  to  compare  with  it.  But  we  had  fallen 
on  times  when  privileges  of  this  kind  were  all  on 
one  side;  the  senate  received  reproaches  to  degrade 
the  government;  but  the  moment  reproach  was 
cast  on  the  people  who  took  these  liberties,  it  was 
like  disturbing  a hornet’s  nest.  Mr.  L.  denied  that 
this  letter  contained  any  reproach  or  abuse;  it  was 
a statement  of  facts;  and  Mr.  L.’s  object  in  read- 
ing it  was  nothing  more  nor  less  than  to  prevent 
these  people  from  meddling  with  matters  which 
they  knew  nothing  about,  and  to  prevent  the  des- 
truction of  those  people  in  whose  behalf  they  err- 
ingly  acted;  his  design  was  for  good,  and  not  for 
evil. 

Mr.  Davis  said  it  was  a well-known  fact  that 
whatever  w'as  the  number  of  the  Cherokees  east  of 
the  Mississippi,  the  great  mass  of  the  nation  was 
opposed  to  the  treaty.  This  fact  was  notorious. 

Mr.  Lumpkin  said  he  had  no  doubt  but  a large 
majoiitjvof  the  whole  Cherokee  people  were  under 
such  an  influence,  from  the  impression  made  on 
their  minds,  that  they  would  have  expressed  their 
dissent  to  the  treaty  when  it  was  made.  But  yet 
there  was  no  doubt  that  a large  majority  of  those 
w ho  were  capable  of  reflecting  and  judging  cor- 
rectly rejoiced  in  the  treaty,  and  a large  majority 
of  the  people  who  were  re-settled  under  the  treaty 
were  now  happy  and  contented  in  their  present 
home.  But  was  it  the  custom  of  the  United  States, 
when  making  important  treaties  with  foreign  na- 
tions, to  consult  every  man,  woman,  child,  and 
sucking  baby,  on  the  subject?  It  was  not,  and  ne- 
ver had  been;  and  Mr.  L.'  believed  that  a large  por- 
tion of  the  intelligent  Cherokees  had  been  consult- 
ed, and  were  in  favor  of  the  treaty. 

The  subject  was  here  dropped. 
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RIOTS  IN  PHILADELPHIA. 

From  the  National  Gazette  of  May  17. 

We  have  received  an  account  of  a riot  which 
took  place  last  evening,  outside  of  the  large  new 
building  called  the  “-Pennsylvania  Hall,”  lately 
opened  in  this  city  for  scientific  and  political  dis- 
cussions and  lectures,  including  the  discussion  of 
the  question  of  abolitionism.  As  there  Is  a part  of 
the  communication  which  is  calculated  to  bring 
about  a renewal  of  disgraceful  scenes,,  we  shall  omit 
its  detail,  giving  its  substance.  Last  evening  the 
hall  was  crowded  with  about  three  thousand  per- 
sons, to  hear  a lecture  by  Mr.  Garrison  and  others. 
Of  the  audience  about  one-half  were  females.  It 
was  promiscuously  composed  of  white  and  black 
people. 

At  the  close  of  Mr.  Garrison’s  address,  a mob 
outside  was  very  noisy.  Mrs.  Maria  W.  Chapman, 
of  Boston,  then,  addressed  the  meeting  for  several 
minutes.  She  was  followed  by  Mrs.  Angelica  E. 
Grimke  Weld,  Lucretia  Mott,  of  this  city,  and 
Abdy  Kelly.  In  the  mean  time  the  mob  increased 
and  became  more  unruly,  and  threw  various  mis- 
siles at  the  windows.  No  further  injury  was  done 
than  breaking  the  glass,  as  the  blinds  inside  pro- 
tected the  audience.  At  a quarter  before  ten  the 
company  retired  amid  the  cries  and  groans  of  the 
mob,  who  blocked  up  the  street  on  every  side. 
One  black  man  w'as  knocked  down  with  a club. 

The  proprietors  of  the  hall  have  called  upon  the 
city  to  pay  the  amount  of  damages  done.  The 
police  will,  we  trust,  use  every  exertion  to  discover 
and  punish  the  riotersr  and,  in.  the  mean  time,  noth- 
ing should  be  done  to  excite  popular  outrage.  For 
the  present,  Philadelphia  has  been  sufficiently  dis- 
graced by  a single  riot. 

From  the  United  States  Gazette. 

Destruction  of  the  Pennsylvania  Hall.  In  another 
part  of  this  paper  will  be  found  an  account  from 
the  National  Gazette,  of  violence  done  to  the  Penn- 
sylvania Hall,  on  YVednesday  evening.  *Durin°- 
most  ot  the  day,  yesterday,  large  numbers  of  per- 
sons were  standing  round  the  hall,  and  it  was  evi- 
dent that  there  was  a purpose  of  injury. 

In  the  atternoon  the  mayor  went  to  some  of  the 
leading  members  of  the  society  owning  this  build- 
ing, and  represented  to  them  the  great  danger  of 
continuing  to  hold  tfieir  meeting,  and  he  especially 
urged  upon  them  the  propriety  of  not  assembling 
that  evening,  as  he  had  every  reason  to  believe  that 
there  was  an  organized  band  prepared  to  break  up 
the  meeting,  and  perhaps  do  injury  to  the  building — 
and  crowded  as  the  walk  must  be  by  the  company, 
this  could  not  be  done  without  personal  injury  and 
loss  of  life. 

It  was  agreed  to  forego  the  evening  meeting,  and 
the  mayor  took  the  keys  and  went  out  and  address- 
ed the  persons  then  in  the  street,  stating  that  there 
would  be  no  meeting,  and  requested  them  as  good 
citizens  to  retire.  The  people  cheered  the  mayor, 
who  returned  to  his  office,  placing  persons  to  brin°- 
information  of  any  attempt  at  injury,  calling  around 
him  all  his  disposable  force,  and  having  some  volun- 
teers. 

Early  in  the  evening  notice  was  given  that  a 
crowd  had  come  down  the  street  and  was  attacking 
the  north  side  of  the  hall;  the  mayor  hastened  up 
Fifth  street  to  Cherry  with  his  force,  and  when  be 
met  the  crowd,  which  was  dense  and  numerous,  he 
sprung  his  rattle,  and  his  police  called  upon  the 
people  to  sustain  the  mayor,  but  not  one  person  ap- 
peared to  give  aid.  It  was  then  seen  that  those 
who  had  assailed  the  building,  had  broken  open  the 
doors  and  lower  windows— obtained  entrance  and 
were  beating  out  the  tipper  windows. 

By  this  time  the  mayor  and  his  police  had  at- 
tempted to  arrest  the  course  of  destruction but 

they  were  assailed  with  clubs,  and  almost  every 
one  severely  wounded.  Col.  YVatinough,  the  sheriff, 
also  made  an  attempt  to  restore  peace,  and  save  the 
building,  but  he  was  attacked,  severely  bruised  and 
narrowly  escaped.  We  learn  that  the  persons  in- 
side then  gathered  the  benches,  chairs  and  books 
in  a heap,  set  fire  to  them,  and  then  left  the  hall. 
The  engines  hastened  to  the  conflagration,  but  the 
firemen  were  not  allowed  to  play  bn  the  building, 
but  directed  to  play  upon  those  houses  endangered 
by  the  flame,  so  that  before  ten  o’clock  the  whole 
work  of  the  hall  was  entirely  destroyed — and  short- 
ly altervvards  the  crowd,  which  consisted  of  many 
thousands,  began  to  disperse. 

We  give  the  above  statement  as  we  gathered  it  at 
a late  hour.  We  have  no  time  to  indulge  in  any 
reflections  upon  the  outrage  against  the  flaws  and 
the  city’s  character. 

From,  the  Nevj  York  Commercial  Advertiser. 

In  addition  to  the  preceding  accounts,  we  have 
reports  through  private  channels,  that  the  firemen 
were  themselves  indisposed  to  perforin  their  duties. 


It  is  stated  that  they  would  not  play  a drop  of  wa- 
ter upon  the  doomed  building,  but  made  use  of  every 
exertion  to  prevent  the  extension  of  the  conflagra- 
tion. 

As  an  indication  of  the  feeling  that  prevailed,  it 
is  said  that  the  house  of  a poor  widow  adjoining 
having  been  injured  to  the  amount  of  some  fifty 
dollars,  a collection  for  her  benefit  was  set  on  foot, 
and  money  collected  to  the  amount  of  four  hundred 
and  seventy  dollars. 

The  immediate  cause  of  this  popular  out-break  is 
said  to  have  been  the  ridiculous  and  ostentatious 
amalgamation  of  colors  In  Chesimt-street,  during 
the  hours  of  fashionable  promenading. 

Whites  and  blacks,  arm-in-arm,  were  thronging 
the  streets  by  scores,  whereat  the  populace  became 
greatly  excited. 

Such  a course,  on  their  part,  was  exactly  calcu- 
lated to  create  a popular  commotion.  The  result  is 
fearful — and  deeply  disgraceful  to  the  country. 

From  the  United  States  Gazette  of  Monday. 

Early  on  Saturday  evening  the  corners  of  the 
streets,  in  the  vicinity  of  Dock  and  Second  street, 
were  occupied  by  groups  of  persons,  evidently  ex- 
pecting some  movement,  though  without  any  ap- 
parent idea  whence  it  would  proceed;  but,  in  the 
course  of  an  hour  or  two,  crowds  had  assembled, 
and  there  appeared  a disposition  to  attack  the  print- 
ing office  of  the  Ledger.  The  mayor  and  a party 
of  the  police  were  Iri  the  building.  The  sheriff  had 
a party  in  or  near  the  exchange;  and  mounted  pa- 
trols were  seen  passing  along  the  streets.  YVhile 
the  crowd  were  passing  toward  the  office,  the  mayor 
came  out  and  addressed  them,  as  citizens,  and  asked 
them  to  consider  that  their  own  property  might 
some  day  be  similarly  endangered,  if  they  encou- 
raged such  a mode  of  illegal  action.  After  some 
reply  and  rejoinder,  the  crowd  seemed  disposed  to 
hold  their  ground,  without  proceeding  to  violence; 
when,  at  a late  hour,  there  came  a mounted  mes- 
senger to  give  notice  that  there  was  an  outbreaking 
in  Sixth  or  Seventh  street  and  Lombard.  Thither 
the  crowd  in  Dock  street  hastened,  and  the  mayor, 
with  a part  of  his  disposable  force,  proceeded,  in 
compliance  with  the  call.  The  report  was,  that 
the  blacks  had  risen  upon  the  whites,  and  were 
beating  them.  We  could  not  learn  whether  this 
had  been  the  case,  but  it  was  certain  that  a pistol 
was  fired,  and,  as  it  was  believed,  from  the  window 
of  a house — and  great  consternation  was  manifest- 
ed. The  mayor  is  of  opinion  that  the  pistol  was 
fired  in  the  street,  though,  as  he  was  absent  at  the 
time  of  the  discharge,  he  could  not  tell. 

Order  was  again  restored. 

From  the  U.  S.  Philadelphia  Gazette , May  19. 

Further  disturbances.  Last  evening,  a large  num- 
ber of  persons  gathered  in  Cherry  street,above  Tenth, 
in  front  of  a school-house.  The  mayor  was  there 
with  his  police,  and  prevented  any  injury  to  the 
property. 

Nearly  at  the  same  time,  the  very  large  building 
in  Thirteenth  street,  above  Callowhill,  built  for  an 
asylum  for  colored  children,  was  found  to  be  on 
fire.  The  engines  and  hose  collected,  and  the  fire 
was  put  out  after  some  injury  had  been  sustained 
by  the  building.  Immense  numbers  of  persons 
were  assembled,  but  we  saw  nothing  of  violence. 

From  the  Philadelphia  Gazette,  May  18. 

Great  popular  movement.  We  extract  from  the 
Pennsylvania  Inquirer  the  following  account  of  a 
tumult  which  took  place  at  the  Pennsylvania  Hall 
last  evening.  The  crowd  assembled  at  an  early 
hour,  and  proceeded  at  once,  with  a quiet  resolve, 
to  effect  their  purpose.  The  police  of  the  city  did 
all  that  could  be  done  to  quell  the  tumult.  Our  in- 
trepid mayor,  col.  Swift,  repaired  to  the  spot  about 
half  past  eight  o’clock,  at  the  head  of  the  entire 
body  of  the  police.  The  crowd  quietly  opened  to 
allow  him  to  pass  to  the  hall,  but  the  instant  that  the 
officers  endeavored  to  arrest  those  engaged  in  the 
work  of  destruction,  the  populace  fell  upon  them, 
and  the  police  force  was,  of  course,  defeated  and 
scattered.  No  police  could,  unless  backed  by  a 
military  force,  have  averted  the  destruction  of  the 
hall.  The  crowd  must  have  comprised  from  twenty- 
five  to  thirty  thousand  men,  generally  respectable 
and  well-dressed,  and  determined,  almost  to  a man, 
to  protect  from  interruption  the  immediate  agents  in 
the  destruction  of  the  building.  The  whole  affair 
took  place  without  unnecessary  violence  or  noise. 
The  firemen  seemed  fully  to  participate  in  the  feel- 
ings of  the  assembled  populace,  and  though  the  sur- 
rounding houses  were  completely  protected,  not  a 
drop  of  water  fell  upon  the  building  devoted  to  des- 
truction. We  saw  no  drunken  persons  in  the  crowd, 
and  heard  no  fights  except  the  brief  conflict  with  the 
police.  Of  course,  every  good  citizen,  every  one 
who  desires  to  see  the  supremacy  of  the  laws  main- 


tained, must  regret  and  reprobate  proceedings  of 
this  character.  It  must,  however,  be  admittedrihat 
the  excitement  which  has  led  to  this  unhappy  affair 
is  wide-spread  and  intense. 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Inquirer 

Destruction  of  Pennsylvania  Hall.  The  popular 
excitement  growing  out  of  the  dedication  of  Penn- 
sylvania Hail,  and  the  attending  circumstances, 
reached  a fearful  pitch  throughout  yesterday.  The 
tumult  of  the  previous  night  was  the  theme  of  all 
tongues;  a thousand  extravagant  stories  were  circu- 
lated, and  the  apprehension  became  general  that 
the  night  would  not  pass  by  without  a still  more 
fearful  and  exciting  scene.  During  the  day  the  hall 
was  open,  and,  as  we  believe,  one  or  two  lectures 
were  delivered.  At  noon,  from  100  to  200  persons 
congregated  in  front  of  the  building;  and  the  num- 
ber continued  to  increase,  and  the  sensation  to  be- 
come stronger,  until  towards  sundown,  when  thou- 
sands from  every  section  ol  the  city  and  county, 
poured  in  dense  masses  towards  the  scene;  and  by 
8 o’clock  there  must  have  been  a concourse  of  ten 
thousand  persons  of  all  classes,  sexes,  ages,  and 
conditions.  The  mayor,  we  are  told,  made  his  ap- 
pearanceat  an  early  hour,  and  closed  the  doors  of 
the  hall;  notwithstanding  it  was  understood  that  a 
society  would  meet  there  in  the  evening,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  discussion.,  We  need  scarcely  state  that,  as 
the  crowd  increased,  the  excitement  waxed  warmer. 
The  fiist  demonstrations  of  attack  were  made  upon 
the  windows,  which  were  thrown  at  from  numerous 
hands  and  from  every  direction.  This  movement 
was  followed  up  by  an  attempt  to  force  the  doors, 
which,  at  first  did  not  succeed;  the  elibrts,  however, 
were  soon  redoubled,  and  an  entrance  speedily  ef- 
fected. The  next  step  was  breaking  the  seats,  gal- 
leries, and  furniture  in  the  interior.  The  fragments, 
it  is  said,  were  hastily  gathered  together  in  the  cen- 
tre of  the  hall,  and  a torch  applied.  The  gas  pipes 
were  cut,  and  fire  communicated  to  the  streams  that 
issued  forth.  These  are  the  statements  of  the  night; 
for,  with  the  conflicting  rumors  in  circulation,  it 
was  impossible  to  discover  any  authenticated  ac- 
count of  the  more  deliberate  preliminary  steps.  The 
alarm  of  fire  was  speedily  given,  and  the  vast  mul- 
titude re-echoed  the  cry.  The  state-house  bell  also 
rang  out,  and  the  engines  and  firemen  poured  in 
with  their  apparatus,  which  they  speedily  put  in 
readiness  for  action. 

The  crowd  by  this  time  had  swollen  to  an  immense 
magnitude,  and  not  only  Sixth  street,  from  Arch  to 
Race,  presented  a dense  mass  of  human  beings,  but 
all  the  streets  and  alleys  adjacent  were  thronged  with 
eager  and  excited  spectators.  The  alarm  soon  spread 
through  the  city — a few  hasty  particulars  passed 
from  mouth  to  mouth,  and  the  apprehension  was  far 
greater  among  those  who  had  not  an  opportunity  of 
witnessing  the  progress  of  the  flames,  than  the  im- 
mediate spectators  of  the  scene. 

This  was  natural,  the  hall  being  located  in  one  of 
the  most  densely  populated  parts  of  our  city,  with- 
in a stone’s  throw  of  the  Arch  street  theatre;  and  a 
number  of  frame  buildings  being  in  the  immediate 
neighborhood,  it  was  feared  that,  no  matter  how 
well-directed  the  efforts  of  the  firemen,  nor  how 
liberal  the  supply  of  water,  they  would  not  be  able 
to  bound  the  progress  of  the  flames.  Nay,  more,  a 
conflict  between  the  police  and  the  crowd  was  ap- 
prehended; and  hence  many  an  anxious  mother,  or 
susceptible  wife,  dreaded  the  night  would  not  pass 
by  without  the  destruction  of  life  as  well  as  pro- 
perty. 

Soon  after  nine  o’clock,  the  whole  building  was 
wrapped  in  flames,  which  diffused  a lurid  light 
round,  and,  throwing  their  red  reflections  upon  the 
multitude  below,  imparted  a remarkable  and  fearful 
effect  to  the  scene.  Every  window  vomited  forth 
its  volume,  and  the  roof  cracked,  smoked,  and  blaz- 
ed before  the  progress  of  the  devouring  element. 
It  was  a fearful  scene,  and  yet  we  never  Witnessed 
so  vast  a concourse  so  passive  and  so  quiet,  con- 
sidering the  circumstances  of  the  case.  The  great 
majority  appeared  to  be  merely  spectators:  unwill- 
ing, by  any  movement  whatever,  either  to  increase 
the  existing  or  provoke  further  excitement.  The 
firemen  were  self-possessed,  and  took  especial 
pains  to  protect  and  save  the  surrounding  property. 
This  was  a task  of  great  difficulty,  but  one  in  which, 
as  we  believe,  they  proved  fully  successful.  Tor- 
rents of  waterdescended;  and  as  fast  as  the  strength 
of  one  body  of  men  gave  way,  their  plaees  were  in- 
stantly supplied  by  another. 

YVe  saw  several  colored  persons  in  the  outskirts 
of  the  crowd;  but,  as  far  as  our  observation  extend- 
ed, no  effort  was  made  to  molest  them.  YVe  were 
told,  however,  that  several  were  driven  from  the 
ground.  The  fire  raged  furiously  until  all  the  wood 
work  of  the  building  was  destroyed.  The  roof  fell 
in  about  ten  o’clock;  and  as  the  flames  subsided, 
the  throng  gradually  dispersed. 
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DEBATE  BETWEEN  MESSRS.  CLAY  AND 
CALHOUN. 

In  senate  of  the  United  States,  March  10,  1838. 

Mr.  CLAY  rose  immediately  upon  the  resump- 
tion by  Mr.  Calhoun  of  his  seat,  and  addressed  the 
senate  as  lollows: 

Indisposition,  Mr.  President,  under  which  I am 
laboring,  would  have  prevented  my  attendance  in 
the  senate  to-day  upon  any  less  interesting  occa- 
sion than  that  of  listening  to  the  promised  reply  of 
the  senator  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhoun.) 
Having  done  so,  respectfully  and  attentively,  I 
shall  not  ask  for  two  or  three  weeks  to  concoct  and 
digest  what  I have  to  say.  Invulnerable  to  any 
attack  from  any  quarter,  self-cased  and  self-poised, 

I feel  perfectly  ready  to  respond  to  such  parts  of 
the  speech  of  the  honorable  senator  as  appear  to 
require  any  notice  from  me. 

The  senator  commenced  by  a complaint  of  the 
omissions  in  my  speech.  I presume  he  means  my 
speech  as  published. 

[Here  Mr.  Calhoun  rose,  and  said  that  It's  allu- 
sion was  to  the  omissions  of  the  senator  from  Ken- 
tucky as  delivered — omissionsto  answer  parts  of  his 
argument  ] 

Mr.  Clay  continued.  I have  given  way  once  for 
an  explanation;  I shall  permit  noother  interruption. 

I did  not  interfere  with  the  senatorfrom  South  Caro- 
lina during  the  delivery  of  his  speech,  and  he  will 
have  ample  opportunity  to  reply  when  I have  done. 

Sir,  the  senator  from  South  Carolina  habitually 
complains  of  omissions  and  of  misrepresentations 
of  his  speeches  whenever  his  argument  happens  to 
be  refuted.  Now,  I clearly  understood  him,  and  I 
think  so  did  the  whole  senate,  to  assert;  in  the  out- 
set of  his  former  speech,  that  there  was  but  a single 
alternative,  the  bill  or  the  substitute.  And  I sup- 
posed his  object  to  be  to  drive  my  friends  and  my- 
self to  the  acceptance  of  one  or  the  other  branch 
of  it.  By  way  of  excluding  any  other  course,  he 
assumed  that  we  had  abandoned  all  thought  of  es- 
tablishing a Bank  of  the  United  States.  Since,  I 
have  shown  that  there  was  another  course,  which 
is,  to  do  nothing,  far  preferable  to  the  bill,  the  sena- 
tor says  that  it  was  very  obvious! 

Another  allegation  of  the  senator  is,  that  I have 
misrepresented  him  with  respect  to  the  power  of 
the  general  government  to  contract  with  state  banks. 
It  seems  that  he  did  not  intend  to  assert  broadly  that 
there  existed  an  inability  on  the  part  ot  this  go- 
vernment to  make  any  such  contract  whatever,  but 
it  is  the  particular  contract  contained  in  the  substi- 
tute which,  he  thinks,  cannot  be  constitutionally 
made.  The  contract  proposed  in  the  bill  with  the 
state  banks,  being  approved  by  the  senator,  is  all 
perfectly  constitutional  and  right!  The  senator 
goes  for  his  own  thunder,  and  against  that  of  every 
body  else.  There  was  yet  another  contract  with 
the  state  banks  which  had  commanded  the  conha! 
approbation  of  the  senator,  and  that  is  contained  in 
the  depositeact  of  1836.  I think,  Mr.  President, 
it  will  be  difficult  for  the  ingenuity  even  ol  the  sena- 
tor from  South  Carolina  to  maintain  a competency 
to  make  those  two  contracts,  and  an  inability  to  au- 
thorize that  which  is  provided  for  in  the  substitute. 

I am  also  accused  of  misrepresenting  the  senator 
in  respect  to  the  reception  of  redeemable  bank 
notes  for  the  term  of  six  years,  as  provided  for  in 
the  bill.  He  thinks  it  entirely  constitutional  to 
make  such  a limited  arrangement,  whilst  it  would 
be,  in  his  opinion,  wholly  inadmissible  to  continue 
for  any  indefinite  time  to  receive  such  notes.  The 
complaint  of  the  senator  is,  that  1 did  not  state  the 
circumstances,  conditions,  and  qualifications  under 
which  he  proposes  this  temporary  reception  of  bank 
notes.  I do  not  think,  Mr.  President,  that  they 
can  vary,  in  the  smallest  degree,  the  question  of 
power.  If,  as  contended  for  by  the  senator,  the 
constitution  prohibits  the  reception  of  bank  notes 
in  dues  to  the  government,  the  prohibition  extends 
as  well  to  a term  of  six  years  as  to  any  indefinite 
time.  The  senator  seems  to  me  to  have  some  pe- 
culiar constitutional  notions.  The  instrument  in 
his  hands  is  perfectly  flexible  and  perpetually  vary- 
ing. He  confounds  expediency  and  constitution- 
ality, and  blends  them  so  together,  that  it  is  difficult 
to  discriminate  the  one  from  the  other.  He  argued 
that  we  are  so  connected  with  the  banks  that  we 
must  ease  ofF  gradually,  and  not  suddenly  discon- 
tinue the  use  of  their  paper. 

Now,  sir,  if  my  memory  serve  me,  the  senator 
commenced  his  speech  at  the  extra  session  by  an- 
nouncing that  there  was  a total  rupture  between 
the  government  and  the  banks  by  the  suspension 
of  specie  payments.  The  disconnexion  still  exists 
in  fact  and  in  law.  The  bill,  which  the  senator  so 
warmly  espouses,  makes  a contingent  revival  of  it. 
In  1S16,  also,  the  connexion  had  altogether  ceased 
in  point  of  law.  Then  the  senator  proposed  a 
bank  of  the  United  States.  In  both  cases,  if  I un- 


derstand him,  he  proceeds  on  the  ground  of  practi- 
cal inconvenience.  Now,  sir,  I cannot  for  my  life 
concur  in  making  the  constitution  this  nose  of  wax. 

It  does  or  does  not  authorize  a bank  of  the  United 
States.  It  does  or  does  not  authorize  the  reception 
of  the  notes  of  local  banks.  If  the  defect  of  au- 
thority for  the  one  or  the  other  exist,  it  applies  to 
all  times,  and  under  all  circumstances.  No  consi- 
derations of  utility  or  present  convenience  can 
possibly  put  in  the  constitution  a power  which  we 
do  not  find  there.  The  doctrine  of  the  senator  in 
1816  was,  as  he  now  states  it,  that  bank  notes  being 
in  fact  received  by  the  executive,  although  con- 
trary to  law,  it  was  constitutional  to  create  a bank 
of  the  United  States.  And  in  1S34,  finding  that 
bank  which  was  constitutional  in  its  inception,  but 
nad  become  unconstitutional  in  its  progress,  yet  in 
existence,  it  was  quite  constitutional  to  propose, 
as  the  senator  did,  to  continue  it  twelve  years  longer! 
That  is,  it  is  not  unconstitutional  to  prolong  the 
existence  of  an  unconstitutional  bank  twelve  years, 
but  would  be  very  unconstitutional  to  create  a new 
bank!  Let  us  suppose  that,  prior  to  the  expiration 
ot  the  twelve  years,  a state  of  things  should  arise 
which  would  require  a further  continuance  of  the 
bank  for  another  term  of  twelve  years,  might  it  not 
be  done  upon  the  principles  of  the  senator?  And 
thus  continued  indefinitely?  But  Mr.  President,  I 
will  notdwell  longeron  the  alleged  misconceptions, 
on  my  part,  nr  misrepresentations  of  the  speech  of 
the  senator.  The  senate  heard  us  both,  and  our 
speeches  are  both  published  to  the  world.  Mine 
has  been  prepared  under  my  supervisal.  I recog- 
nize, and  am  willing  to  abide  by,  it,  just  as  it  is; 
and  I acquiesce  most  cheerfully  in  whatever  judg- 
ment the  senate  and  the  public  may  pronounce. 

As  to  the  personal  part  of  the  speech  of  the  sena- 
tor from  South  Carolina,  I must  take  the  occasion 
to  say  that  no  man  is  more  sincerely  anxious  to 
avoid  all  personal  controversy  than  myself.  And 
I may  confidently  appeal  to  the  whole  course  of  my 
life  for  the  confirmation  of  that  disposition.  No 
man  cherishes  less  than  I do  feelings  of  resent- 
ment; none  forgets  or  forgives  an  injury  sooner 
than  I do.  The  duty  which  I had  to  perform  in 
animadverting  upon  the  public  conduct  and  course 
of  the  senator  from  South  Carolina  w'as  painful  in 
the  extreme;  but  it  was,  nevertheless,  a public 
duty,  and  I shrink  from  the  performance  of  no  duty 
required  at  my  hands  by  my  country.  It  was  pain- 
ful, because  I had  long  served  in  the  public  coun- 
cils with  the  senator  from  South  Carolina,  admired 
his  genius,  and  for  a great  while  had  been  upon 
terms  of  intimacy  with  him.  Throughout  my  whole 
acquaintance  with  him,  I have  constantly  struggled 
to  think  well  of  him,  and  to  ascribe  to  him  public 
virtues.  Even  after  his  famous  summerset  at  the 
extra  session,  on  more  than  one  occasion  I defend- 
ed his  motives  when  he  was  assailed,  and  insisted 
that  it  was  uncharitable  to  attribute  to  him  others 
than  those  which  he  himself  avowed.  This.  I con- 
tinued to  do,  until  I read  this  most  extraordinary 
and  exceptionable  letter:  [Here  Mr.  Clay  held  up 

and  exhibited  to  the  senate  the  Edgefield  letter, 
dated  at  Fort  Hill,  November  3,  1837:]  a letter  of 
which  I cannot  speak  in  merited  terms,  without  a 
departure  from  the  respect  which  I owe  to  the 
senate  and  to  myself.  When  I read  that  letter,  sir, 
its  unblushing  avowals,  and  its  unjust  reproaches 
cast  upon  my  friends  and  myself,  I was  most  re- 
luctantly compelled  to  change  my  opinion  of  the 
honorable  senator  from  South  Carolina.  One  so 
distinguished  as  he  is  cannot  expect  to  be  indulged 
with  speaking  as  he  pleases  of  others,  without  a 
reciprocal  privilege.  He  cannot  suppose  that  he 
may  set  to  the  right  or  the  left,  cut  in  and  out,  and 
chasser,  among  principles  and  parties  as  often 
as  he  pleases,  without  animadversion.  I did,  in- 
deed, understand  the  senator  to  say,  in  his  former 
speech , that  we,  the  w'higs,  were  unwise  and  un- 
patriotic in  not  uniting  with  him  in  supporting  the 
bill  under  consideration.  But  in  that  Edgefield 
letter,  among  the  motives  which  he  assigns  for 
leaving  us,  I understand  him  to  declare  that  he 
could  not  “back  and  sustain  those, in  such  opposi- 
tion, in  whose  wisdom,  firmness,  and  patriotism  I 
have  no  reason  to  confide.”* 

After  having  written  and  published  to  the  world 
such  a letter  as  that,  and  after  what  has  fallen  from 


* Mr.  Calhoun  insists  that  this  paragraph  in  his 
letter  does  not  apply  to  the  whigs,  but  to  the  admin  - 
istration party.  The  clause  is  very  ambiguous,  and 
is  susceptible  of  either  interpretation?  But  if  he 
really  meant  that  he  had  no  confidence  in  “the 
wisdom,  firmness  and  patriotism”  of  that  party 
how  could  he  unite  with  it  to  establish  a novel  and 
important  system,  confessedly  fraught  with  prodi- 
gious consequences,  which  was  to  be  entrusted  to 
their  execution? 


the  senator,  in  the  progress  of  this  debate,  towards 
my  political  friends,  does  he  imagine  that  he  can 
persuade  himself  and  the  country  that  he  really 
occupies,  on  this  occasion,  a defensive  attitude? 
In  that  letter  he  says: 

“I  clearly  saw  that  our  bold  and  vigorous  attacks 
had  made  a deep  and  successful  impression.  State 
interposition  had  overthrown  the  protective  tariff, 
and  with  it  the  American  system,  and  put  a stop 
to  the  congressional  usurpation;  and  the  joint  at- 
tacks of  our  party,  and  that  of  our  old  opponents, 
the  national  republicans,  had  effectually  brought 
down  the  power  of  the  executive,  and  arrested  its 
encroachments  for  the  present.  It  w'as  for  that  pur- 
pose we  had  united.  True  to  our  principle  of 
opposition  to  the  encroachment  of  power,  from 
whatever  quarter  it  might  come,  we  did  not  hesi- 
tate, after  overthrowing  the  protective  system,  and 
arresting  legislative  usurpation,  to  join  the  authors 
of  that  system,  in  order  to  arrest  the  encroachments 
of  the  executive,  although  we  differed  as  w idely  as 
the  poles  on  almost  every  other  question,  and  re- 
garded the  usurpation  of  the  executive  but  as  a ne- 
cessary consequence  of  the  principles  and  policy  of 
our  new  allies.” 

State  interposition! — that  is  as  I understand  the 
senator  from  South  Carolina,  nullification,  he  as- 
serts, overthrew  the  protective  tariff  and  the  Ame- 
rican system.  And  can  that  senator,  knowing 
what  he  knows,  and  what  I know,  deliberately 
make  such  an  assertion  here?  I had  heard  similar 
boasts  before,  but  did  not  regard  them,  until  I saw 
them  coupled  in  this  letter  with  the  imputation  of  a 
purpose  on  the  part  of  my  friends  to  disregard  the 
compromise,  and  revive  the  high  tariff.  Nullifica- 
tion, Mr.  President,  overthrew  the  protective  po- 
licy! No,  sir.  The  compromise  was  not  extorted 
by  the  terror  of  nullification.  Among  other  more 
important  motives  that  influenced  its  passage,  it 
was  a compassionate  concession  to  the  imprudence 
and  impotency  of  nullification!  The  danger  fiom 
nullification  itself  excited  no  more  apprehension 
than  would  be  felt  by  seeing  a regiment  of  a thou- 
sand bovs,  of  five  or  six  years  of  age,  decorated  in 
brilliant  uniforms,  with  their  gaudy  plumes  and  tiny 
muskets,  marching  up  to  assault  a corps  of  50,000 
grenadiers,  six  feet  high.  At  the  commencement 
of'  the  session  of  1832.  the  senator  from  South 
Carolina  was  in  any  condition  other  than  that  of 
dictating  terms.  Those  of  ns  who  were  then  here 
must  recollect  well  his  haggard  looks  and  his  anx- 
ious and  depressed  countenance.  A highly  esti- 
mable friend  of  mine,  Mr.  J.  M.  Clayton,  ol  Dela- 
ware, alluding  to  the  possibility  of  a rupture  with 
South  Carolina,  and  declarations  of  president  Jack- 
son  with  respect  to  certain  distinguished  indivi- 
duals w hom  he  had  denounced  and  proscribed,  said 
to  me,  on  more  than  one  occasion,  referring  to  the 
senator  from  South  Carolina  and  some  of  his  col- 
leagues, “They  are  clever  fellows,  and  it  will  never 
do  to  let  old  Jackson  hang  them.”  Sir,  this  dis- 
closure is  extorted  from  me  by  the  senator.  , 

So  far  from  nullification  having  overthrown  the 
protective  policy,  in  assenting  to  the  compromise 
it  expressly  sanctioned  the  constitutional  power, 
which  it  had  so  strongly  controverted,  and  per- 
petuated it.  There  is  protection  from  one  end  to 
the  other  in  the  compromise  act;  modified  and 
limited,  it  is  true,  but  protection  nevertheless. 
There  is  protection,  adequate  and  abundant  pro- 
tection, until  the  year  18-12,  and  protection  indefi- 
nitely beyond  it.  Until  that  year,  the  biennial  re- 
duction of  duties  is  slow  and  moderate,  such  as  was 
perfectly  satisfactory  to  the  manufacturers.  Now, 
if  the  system  were  altogether  unconstitutional,  as 
had  been  contended,  how  could  the  senator  vote  for 
a bill  which  continued  it  for  nine  years?  Then, 
beyond  that  period,  there  is  the  provision  for  cash 
duties,  home  valuations,  a long  and  liberal  list  of 
free  articles,  carefully  made  out  by  my  friend  from 
Rhode  Island,  (Mr.  ICnight,)  expressly  for  the 
benefit  of  the  manufacturers,  and  the  power  of  dis- 
crimination, reserved  also  for  their  benefit,  within 
the  maximum  rate  of  duty  fixed  in  the  act.  In 
the  consultations  between  the  senator  and  myself 
in  respect  to  the  compromise  act,  on  every  point 
upon  which  I insisted  he  gave  way.  He  was  for 
a shorter  term  than  nine  years,  and  more  rapid  re- 
duction. I insisted,  and  he  yielded.  He  was  for 
fifteen  instead  of  twenty  per  cent,  as  the  maximum 
duty,  but  yielded.  He  was  against  any  discrimi- 
nation within  the  limited  range  of  duties  for  the 
benefit  of  the  manufacturers,  but  consented.  To 
the  last  he  protested  against  home  valuation,  bpt 
finally  gave  way.  Such  is  the  compromise  act;  and 
the  senate  will  see  with  w hat  propriety  the  senator 
can  assert  that  nullification  had  overthrown  the 
protective  tariff  and  the  American  system.  Nulli- 
fication! which  asserted  the  extraordinary  principle 
that  one  of  twenty-four  members  of  a confederacy, 
by  its  separate  action,  could  subvert  and  set  aside 
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the  expressed  will  of  the  whole!  Nullification!  a 
strange,  impracticable,  incomprehensible  doctrine, 
that  partakes  of  the  character  of  the  metaphysical 
school  of  German  philosophy,  or  would  be  worthy 
of  the  puzzling  theological  controversies  of  the 
middle  ages. 

The  American  system,  Mr.  President,  now  so 
much  derided,  wily  I know  not,  unless  it  be  because 
it  be  A nerican,  has  advanced  this  country  in  the 
arts  and  in  prosperity,  at  least  half  a century.  I 
believed,  and  still  believe  it,  eminently  advanta- 
geous to  all  parts  of  ttie  Union,  and  injurious  really 
to  none.  In  its  origin  it  was  denounced  because 
it  was  alleged  that  it  would  dry  up  all  the  sources 
of  our  revenue  from  imports.  Whoever  will  take 
the  trouble  to  examine  the  early  debates  upon  the 
subject,  will  find  that  to  have  been  the  prominent 
and  strong  ground  of  opposition.  The  prediction 
being  falsified,  its  opponents  changed  their  position, 
and  charged  it  with  being  the  parent  cause  of  the 
late  great  surplus  in  the  public  revenue.  That  sur- 
plus was  in  fact  chiefly  produced  by  the  operation 
of  the  land  system,  and  if  the  land  bill  which  I in- 
tro ’need  some  yearsago  had  been  passed  (a  bill  by 
the  bye  to  which  the  senator  from  South  Carolina 
was  opposed,)  we  should  have  avoided  all  perplex- 
ity in  the  disposal  of  that  surplus,  because  there 
would  have  been  none. 

No  one,  Mr.  President,  in  the  commencement  of 
the  protective  policy,  ever  supposed  that  it  was  to 
be  perpetual.  We  hoped  and  believed  that  tempo- 
rary protection  extended  to  our  infant  manufactures 
would  bring  them  up,  and  enable  them  to  with- 
stand competition  with  those  of  Europe.  We 
thought,  as  the  wise  French  minister  did,  who, 
when  urged  by  a Briiish  minister  to  consent  to  the 
equal  introduction  into  the  two  countries  of  their 
respective  productions,  replied  that  free  trade  might 
be  very  well  for  a country  whose  manufactures  had 
reached  perfection,  but  was  not  entirely  adapted  to 
a country  which  wished  to  build  up  its  manufac- 
tures. If  the  protective  policy  were  entirely  to 
cease  in  1842,  it  would  have  existed  26  years  from 
IS  16,  or  IS  from  1824,  quite  as  long  as,  at  either  ot 
those  periods,  its  friends  supposed  might  be  neces- 
sary.  But  it  does  not  cease  then,  and  I sincerelv 
hope  that  the  provisions  contained  in  the  compro- 
mise act  for  its  benefit  beyond  that  period,  will  be 
found  sufficient  for  the  preservation  of  all  our  in- 
teresting manufactures.  For  one,  I am  willing  to 
adhere  to,  and  abide  bv,  the  compromise  in  all  its 
provisions,  present  and  prospective,  if  its  fair  ope- 
ration is  undisturbed. 

The  senate  wrell  knows  that  I have-been  con- 
stantly in  (avor  of  a strict  and  faithful  adherence  to 
the  compromise  act.  I have  watched  and  defend- 
ed it  on  all  occasions.  I desire  to  see  it  faithfully 
and  inviolably  maintained.  The  senator,  too,  from 
South  Carolina,  alleging  that  the  south  were  the 
weaker  party,  has  hitherto  united  with  me  in  sus- 
taining it.  Nevertheless,  he  has  left  us,  as  he  tells 
ns  in  his  Edgefield  letter,  because  he  appre- 
hended that  our  principles  would  lead  us  to  the  re- 
vival of  a high  tariff.  How  stands  the  matter  with 
the  other  party?  It  is  known  that  the  present  chief 
magistrate  voted  for  the  bill  of  1828,  after,  as  has 
been  asserted,  having- ad  vised  such  a concoction  of 
it  as  to  ensure  its  defeat,  and  having  held  out  to  the 
southern  delegation  the  hope  that  it  would  be  de- 
feated. On  that  occasion  a late  distinguised  sena- 
torfrom  Virginia  is  reported  tohavesaid  that  he  had 
deceived  them  once,  and  that  was  his  fault,  but  if 
he  ever  deceived  them  again  it  would  be  theirs. 
The  present  chairman,  in  the  senate,  of  the  com- 
mittee on  finance,  was  a member  of  the  committee 
on  manufactures  in  the  house  of  representatives 
which  prepared  that  bill  of  1828,  and  we  all  know 
that  both  he  and  other  leading  members  of  the  ad- 
ministration party  have  again  and  again  declared 
that  they  held  themselves  no  more  bound  by  the 
compromise  act  than  by  anv  ordinary  act  of  legis- 
lation. It  will  be  also  recollected  that  at  the  very 
last  annual  session  a test  vote  on  my  motion  was 
given  in  respect  to  the  compromise  act,  when  every 
political  friend  that  I have  except  the  venerable 
senator  from  Tennessee,  (who,  for  particular  rea- 
sons, voted  against  us,  but  who  assured  me  at  the 
time  that  he  had  no  intention  of  disturbing  substan- 
tially the  act,)  voted  for  adherence  to  it,  and  every 
friend  of  the  administration,  with  one  or  two  ex- 
ceptions, voted  against  it.  Here,  Mr.  President, 
are  the  ayes  and  noes: 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay  to  recommit  the  bill,  with 
instructions  “to  strike  out  of  the  bill  all  articles 
which  at  present  pay  a duty  equal  to  twenty  per 
cent,  ad  valorem,  or  upwards,  as  embraced  by  the 
act  of  the  2d  March,  1833,  commonly  called  the  com- 
promise act,”  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are:  Messrs. 
Bayard,  Black,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Clayton,  Critten- 
den, Davis,  Ewing,  of  Ohio,  Hendricks,  Kent, 


Knight,  McKean,  Moore,  Morris,  Prentiss, Preston, 
Robbins,  Southard,  Spence,  Swift,  Tipton,  Tom- 
linson, Wall,  Webster — 24. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are:  Messrs. 
Benton,  Brown,  Cuthbert,  Ewing,  of  Illinois,  Ful- 
ton,  Hubbard,  King,  of  Alabama,  King,  of  Georgia, 
Linn,  Lyon,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell, 
Page,  Parker,  Rives,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Sevier, 
Strange,  Tallmadge,  Walker,  White,  Wright — 25. 

Thus  we  perceive  that  the  senator  from  South 
Carolina  has  left  us,  who  have  shown  a disposition 
to  maintain  inviolably  the  compromise  act,  on  which 
he  has  so  often  professed  to  believe  that  the  secu- 
rity of  the  south  depended,  and  has  gone  to  the 
other  party,  which  has  exhibited  a direct  contrary 
disposition  to  disregard  it.  And  who  can  doubt 
that,  if  it  were  necessary  to  the  party  in  power  to 
secure  their  places,  they  would  revive  the  tariff  much 
higher  than  it  ever  has  been. 

I have  never  desired,  sir,  to  force  any  opinions  of 
my  own  upon  the  people  of  this  country,  contrary 
to  their  will.  1 form  my  opinions  from  the  best 
lights  which  I can  command,  and  freely  announce 
them.  If  they  are  unacceptable,  at  anytime,  to 
the  country,  I cheerfully  acquiesce.  With  respect 
to  internal  improvements,  that  other  part  of  the 
American  system,  which  "the  senator  says  he  left 
us  from  an  apprehension  of  its  being  revived,  the 
state  of  the  country  is  greatly  altered  since  the 
power  was  first  asserted  and  exercised.  In  my  own 
state,  and  within  a few  years,  we  have  completed 
and  put  in  progress  most  of  the  improvements 
which  are  desirable  there.  And,  in  all  the  states, 
large  and  liberal  appropriations  of  their  own  means, 
and  great  advances  in  their  various  works,  have 
been  made.  When  the  land  bill  was  under  consi- 
deration, I stated  that  its  passage  would  fully  satisfy 
every  reasonable  expectation  of  the  several  states, 
in  respect  to  means  to  be  drawn  from  the  general 
government,  in  regard  to  internal  improvements. 
Since  that  period,  a measure  has  been  adopted, 
nearly  equivalent  to  the  passage  of  the  land  bill,  by 
which  about  $30,000,000  have  been  placed  in  the 
pow’er  of  the  states,  subject  to  their  application  to 
objects  of  internal  improvements.  And  if,  as  I hope 
may  prove  to  be  the  case,  the  land  bill  should  at 
some  future  day  be  passed,  scarcely  another  wish 
can  remain  as  to  the  application  of  the  means  of 
the  general  government  to  works  of  internal  im- 
provement. In  point  of  fact,  larger  appropriations 
have  been  made  to  that  object  by  the  present 
friends  of  the  senator  from  South  Carolina  than  by 
any  preceding  administration.  He  had,  therefore, 
no  motive  to  leave  us  and  join  them,  from  any  ap- 
prehensions which  he  could  justly  entertain  with 
respect  to  that  system  of  policy. 

The  senator  from  South  Carolina  proceeds,  in 
his  Edgefield  letter,  to  say: 

“I  clearly  perceived  that  a very  important  ques- 
tion was  presented  for  our  determination,  which 
we  were  compelled  to  decide  forthwith:  shall  we 
continue  our  joint  attack  with  the  nationals  on 
those  in  power,  in  the  new  position  which  they 
have  been  compelled  to  occupy?  It  was  dear  that, 
with  our  joint  forces,  w'e  could  utterly  overthrow 
and,  demolish  them.  But  it  was  not  less  clear  that 
the  victor >/  would  enure  not  to  us  but  exclusively  to 
the  benefit  of  our  allies  and  their  cause.” 

Thus  it  appears  that  in  a common  struggle  for 
the  benefit  of  our  whole  country,  the  senator  was 
calculating  upon  the  party  advantages  which  would 
result  from  success.  He  quit  us  because  he  appre- 
hended that  he  and  his  party  would  be  absorbed  by 
us.  Well,  what  is  to  be  their  fate  in  his  new  alli- 
ance? Is  there  no  absorption  there?  Is  there  no 
danger  that  the  senator  and  his  party  will  be  ab- 
sorbed by  the  administration  party?  Or  does  he 
hope  to  absorb  that?  Another  motive  avowed  in 
the  letter,  for  his  desertion  of  us,  is  that  “ it  would 
also  give  us  the  chance  of  effecting  what  is  still 
more  important  to  us,  the  union  of  the  entire  south.” 
What  sort  of  an  union  of  the  south  does  the  sena- 
tor wish?  Is  not  the  south  already  united  as  apart 
of  the  common  confederacy?  Does  he  want  any 
other  union  of  it?  I wish  he  would  explicitly  state. 

I should  be  glad,  also,  if  he  would  define  what  he 
means  by  the  south.  He  sometimes  talks  of  the 
plantation  or  staple  states.  Maryland  is  partly  a 
staple  state.  Virginia  and  North  Carolina  more  so. 
And  Kentucky  and  Tennessee  have  also  staple  pro- 
ductions. Are  all  these  states  parts  of  his  south? 

I fear,  Mr.  President,  that  the  political  geography  of 
the  senator  comprehends  a much  larger  south  than 
that  south  which  is  the  object  of  his  particular  so- 
licitude; and  that,  to  find  the  latter,  we  should  have 
to  go  to  South  Carolina;  and,  upon  our  arrival  there, 
trace  him  to  Fort  Hill.  This  is  the  disinterested 
senator  from  South  Carolina! 

Buthe  has  left  no  party,  and  joined.no  party!  No! 
None.  With  the  daily  evidences  before  us  of  his  fre- 
freqnent  association,  counselling  and  actingwith  the 


other  party,  he  would  tax  our  credulity  too  much  to 
require  us  to  believe  that  he  has  formed  no  connex- 
ion with  it.  He  may  stand  upon  his  reserved  rights, 
but  they  must  be  mentally  reserved,  for  they  are 
not  obvious  to  the  senses.  Abandoned  no  party? 
Why  this  letter  proclaims  his  having  quitted  us,  and 
assigns  his  reasons  for  doing  it;  one  of  which  is, 
that  we  are  in  favor  of  that  national  bank  which  the 
senator  himself  has  sustained  about  24  years  ol  the 
27  that  he  has  been  in  public  life.  Wliatever  im- 
pression the  senator  may  endeavorto  make  without 
the  senate  upon  the  country  at  large,  no  man  with- 
in the  senate,  who  has  eyes  to  see,  or  ears  to 
hear,  can  mistake  his  present  position  and  party 
connexion.  If,  in  the  speech  which  I addressed  to 
the  senate  on  a former  day,  there  had  been  a single 
fact  stated  which  was  not  perfectly  true,  or  an  in- 
ference drawn  wdiich  was  not  fully  warranted,  or 
any  description  of  his  situation  which  was  incor- 
rect, no  man  would  enjoy  greater  pleasure  than  T 
should  do  in  rectifying  the  error.  If,  in  the  pic- 
ture which  I portrayed  ofthe  senator  and  his  course, 
there  be  any  thing  w'hich  can  justly  give  him  dissa- 
tisfaction, he  must  look  to  the  original  and  not  to 
the  painter.  The  conduct  of  an  eminent  public 
man  is  a fair  subject  for  exposure  and  animadver- 
sion. When  I addressed  the  senate  before,  I had 
just  perused  this  letter.  I recollected  all  its  re- 
proaches and  imputations  against  us,  and  those 
w hich  were  made  or  implied  in  the  speech  of  the 
honorable  senator  were  also  fresh  in  my  memory. 
Does  he  expect  to  be  allowed  to  cast  such  imputa- 
tions, and  make  such  reproaches  against  others 
without  retaliation?  Holding  myself  amenable  for 
my  public  conduct,  I choose  to'animadvert  upon 
his,  and  upon  that  of  others',  whenever  circumstan- 
ces, in  my  judgment,  render  it  necessary,  and  I do 
it  under  all  just  responsibility  which  belongs  to  the 
exercise  of  such  a privilege. 

The  senator  has  thought  nroperto  exercise  a cor- 
responding privilege  towards  myself,  and,  without 
being  very  specific,  has  taken  upon  himself  to  im- 
pute to  me  the  charge  of  going  over  upon  some  oc- 
casion. and  that  in  a manner  which  left  my  motive 
no  matter  of  conjecture.  If  the  senator  mean  to 
allude  to  the  stale  and  refuted  calumny  of  George 
Kremer,  I assure  'him  I can  hear  it  without  the 
slightest  emotion;  and  if  he  can  find  any  fragment 
of  that  rent  banner  to  cover  his  own  aberrations,  he 
is  perfectly  at  liberty  to  enjoy  all  the  shelter  which 
it  affords.  In  my  case  there  was  no  going  over 
about  it;  I was  a member  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, and  had  to  give  a vote  for  one  of  three 
candidates  for  the  presidency.  Mr.  Crawford’s  un- 
fortunate physical  condition  placed  him  out  of  the 
question.  The  choice  was,  therefore,  limited  to 
the  venerable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  or  to 
the  distinguished  inhabitant  of  the  hermitage.  I 
could  give  but  one  vote,  and,  accordingly,  as 'l  sta- 
ted on  a former  occasion,  I gave  the  vote  which 
before  I left  Kentucky,  I communicated  to  my  col- 
league (Mr.  Crittenden,)  it  was  my  intention  to 
give  in  the  contingency  which  happ’ened  I have 
never  for  one  moment  regretted  the  vote  I then 
gave.  It  is  true,  that  the  legislature  of  Kentucky 
had  requested  the  representatives  from  that  state  to 
vote  for  General  Jackson;  but  my  own  immediate 
constituents,  I knew  well,  were  opposed  to  his 
election,  and  it  was  their  will,  and  not  that  of  the 
legislature,  according  to  every  principle  applicable 
to  the  doctrine  of  instructions,  which  I was  to  de- 
posite  in  the  ballot-box.  It  is  their  glory  and 
my  own  never  to  have  concurred  in  the  elevation 
of  Gen.  Jackson.  They  ratified  and  confirmed  my 
vote,  and  every  representative  that  they  have  sent 
to  congress  since,  including  my  friend,  the  present 
member,  has  concurred  with  me  in  opposition  to 
the  election  and  administration  of  General  Jack- 
son. 

If  my  information  be  not  entirely  incorrect,  and 
there  was  any  goingover  in  the  presidential  election 
which  terminated  in  February,  1825,  the  senator 
from  South  Carolina,  and  not  I,  went  over.  I have 
understood  that  the  senator,  when  he  ceased  to  be 
in  favor  of  himself,  that  is,  after  the  memorable 
movement  made  in  Philadelphia  by  the  present 
minister  to  Russia,  withdrawing  his  name  from  the 
canvass,  was  the  known  supporter  of  the  election 
of  Mr.  Adams.  What  motives  induced  him  after- 
wards to  unite  in  the  election  of  General  Jackson 
I know  not.  It  is  not  my  habit  to  impute  to  others 
uncharitable  motives,  and  I leave  the  senator  to 
settle  that  account  with  his  own  conscience  and 
his  country.  No,  sir,  I have  no  reproaches  to  make 
myself,  and  feel  perfectly  invulnerable  to  any  at- 
tack from  others,  on  account  of  any  part  which  I 
took  in  the  election  of  182.5.  And  I lookback  with 
entire  and  conscious  satisfaction  upon  the  whole 
course  ofthe  arduous  administration  which  ensued. 

The  senator  from  South  Carolina  thinks  it  is  my 
misfortune  to  be  always  riding  some  hobby,  and 
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that  I stick  to  it  till  I ride  it  down.  I think  it  is 
his  never  to  stick  to  one  long  enough.  He  is  like 
a courier,  who,  riding  tram  post  to  post,  w ith  relays 
of  fresh  horses,  when  he  changes  his  steed,  seems 
to  forget  altogether  the  last  which  he  had  mounted. 
Now,  it  is  a part  of  my  pride  and  pleasure  to  say, 
that  I never  in  my  life  changed  my  deliberate  opin- 
ion upon  any  great  measure  of  national  policy  but 
once,  and  that  was  22  years  ago,  on  the  question  of 
the  power  to  establish  a bank  of  the  United  States. 
The  change  was  wrought  by  the  sad  and  disastrous 
experience  of  the  want  of  such  an  institution 
growing  out  of  the  calamities  of  W'ar.  It  was  a 
change  which  I made  in  common  with  Mr.  Madi- 
son, two  governors  of  Virginia,  and  the  great  body 
of  that  republican  party  to  which  I have  ever  be- 
longed. 

No,  sir,  the  senator  from  South  Carolina  is  free 
from  all  reproach  of  sticking  to  hobbies.  He  was 
for  a bank  of  the  United  States  in  1816.  He  pro- 
posed, supported,  and  with  his  accustomed  ability, 
carried  through  the  charter.  He  sustained  it  upon 
the  admitted  grounds  of  its  constitutionality,  of 
which  he  never  once  breathed  the  expression  of  a 
doubt.  During  the  twenty  years  of  its  continu- 
ance no  scruple  ever  escaped  from  him  as  to  the 
power  to  create  it.  And  in  1834,  when  it  was 
about  to  expire, he  deliberately  advocated  the  renew- 
al of  its  charter  for  a term  of  12  years  more.  How- 
ever profound  he  may  suppose  the  power  of  annal- 
ysis  to  be,  and  whatever  opinion  he  may  entertain 
of  his  own  metaphysical  faculty,  can  he  imagine 
that  any  plain,  practical,  common  sense  man  can 
ever  comprehend  how  it  is  constitutional  to  prolong 
an  unconstitutional  bank  lor  the  space  of  twelve 
years?  He  may  surround  such  a proposition  with 
as  many  circumstances  and  conditions  as  he  pleases; 
he  may  dress  it  up  and  decorate  it  with  as  much 
drapery,  and  encompass  it  with  as  many  distinc- 
tions and  qualifications  as  his  imagination  can  in- 
vent; it  comes  at  last  to  this:  a bank  of  the  United 
States  is  constitutional  or  it  is  not.  If  it  is  uncon- 
stitutional in  its  origin,  it  is  unconstitutional 
throughout  every  subsequent  stage  of  its  existence. 
And  if  it  be  admissible  to  continue  such  an  un- 
constitutional institution  for  one  term  of  twelve 
years,  it  may  be  continued  another  and  another,  to 
the  end  of  time. 

The  distinguished  senator  sticks  long  to  no  hob- 
by. He  was  once  gaily  mounted  on  that  of  inter- 
nal improvements.  We  rode  that  double,  the  sena- 
tor sitting  before,  and  I behind  him.  He  quietly 
slipped  off,  leaying  me  to  hold  the  bridle.  He  in- 
troduced and  carried  through  congress  in  1S1G,  the 
bill  setting  apart  the  large  bonus  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  for  internal  improvements. — 
His  speech  delivered  on  that  occasion  does  not 
intimate  the  smallest  question  as  to  the  consti- 
tutional power  of  the  government,  but  proceeds 
upon  the  assumption  of  its  being  incontestable. 
When  he  was  subsequently  in  the  department  of 
war,  he  made  to  congress  a brilliant  report  sketch- 
ing as  splendid  and  magnificent  a scheme  of  inter- 
nal improvements  for  the  entire  nation  as  ever  was 
presented  to  the  admiration  and  wonder  of  man- 
kind. Where  is  he  now?  For  myself,  I am  just 
where  T was  then,  as  to  the  existence  of  the  power, 
although  I am  willing  to  admit  that  the  altered  con- 
dition of  the  country  has  lessened  the  degree  of  ne- 
cessity for  its  exercise.  During  the  progress  of  the 
land  bill,  it  may  be  remembered  that  I said,  “pass 
this  bill,  and  you  will  forever  settle  the  power  of 
the  government  over  internal  improvements.”  Al- 
though that  measure  unfortunately  failed,  for  rea- 
sons already  stated,  there  is  now  little  or  no  occa- 
sion for  the  aid  and  interposition  of  the  general 
government.  But  the  power  remains  in  the  con- 
stitution; and  if  it  be  not  practically  exercised,  it 
will  be  like  other  dormant  powers  contained  in  the 
same  instrument.  And  in  respect  to  the  power  to 
protect  American  industry,  it  is  just  as  much  now 
in  the  constitution  as  il  was  in  1816,  when  the  sen- 
ator from  South  Carolina  espoused  the  policy  with 
so  much  zeal  and  ability:  just  as  fixed  there  as  it 
was  regarded  from  the  commencement  of  the  gov- 
ernment down  to  1820  or  1S22,  when  for  the  first 
time  it  was  controverted.  Under  its  beneficent 
operation,  thousands  have  been  enabled  to  obtain  a 
competency,  many  to  acquire  wealth,  who  other- 
wise would  never  have  known  either.  No  patriot 
heart  can  fail  to  expand  with  exultation  at  the 
blessings  which  it  has  diffused.  It  has  placed  us  in 
equal  competition  with  some  of  the  powers  most 
advanced  in  civilization;  and  in  spite  of  all  that  has 
been  insiduously  done  against  the  interest,  and 
which  is  still  doing,  our  cherished  manufactures 
will,  I trust,  stand  up  and  maintain  themselves 
against  the  unnatural  hostility  at  home, and  all  jeal- 
ous rivalry  abroad. 

The  senator  from  South  Carolina  gets  tired  of 
his  hobbies  too  soon.  The  whole  country  was  filled 


with  just  alarm  at  tire  fearful  strides  of  executive 
power;  and,  judging  from  the  tone  of  the  senator’s 
speeches,  and  the  strenuousness  of  his  exertions,  no 
one  was  more  anxious  than  he, but  a few  short  months 
ago,  to  reduce  it  within  safe  and  constitutional  lim- 
its. But  he  suddenly  goes  over  to  a party  which 
maintains  to  the  very  letter  the  whole  extent  of  the 
power  ever  claimed  by  the  executive  department — 
maintains  that  in  a free,  intelligent,  and  responsible 
government,  every  subordinate  executive  officer  is 
bound  implicitly  to  obey  the  will  of  the  president, 
and  that  he  may  exercise  at  his  discretion  the  tre- 
menduous  power  of  dismission,  not  only  without 
assigning  reasons,  but  without  the  smallest  practi- 
cal or  available  responsibility  for  its  exercise!  His 
efforts  have  not  only  ceased  to  restrain  and  circum- 
scribe the  power,  but  he  supports  a meaure  which 
will  give  to  it  a vast  augmentation.  I repeat  what 
I have  so  often  said,  that  if  this  executive  bank  is 
to  be  sanctioned  by  congress,  it  will  be  the  utter 
destruction  of  all  other  banks  in  the  country.  We 
shall  have,  in  fact,  ultimately  but  one  bank,  and  that 
a treasury  bank,  exclusively  controlled  by  the  exe- 
cutive, emitting  all  the  paper  medium  in  circula- 
tion, and  amassing  and  hoarding  the  greater  part  of 
the  specie  of  the  country.  We  shall  have,  in  short, 
that  perfect  union  of  the  sword  and  the  purse, 
which  all  real  patriots  have  ever  so  much  dreaded.  I 
think,  when  the  honorable  senator  undertakes  to 
establish  hfo  own  consistency,  he  assumes  an  her- 
culean task,  beyond  his  powers,  great  and  gigantic 
as  he  believes  them  to  be.  He  may  have  all  the 
speeches  he  has  ever  delivered  read  to  us  in  an  au- 
dible voice,  by  the  secretary,  and  call  uppn  the  sen- 
ate attentively  to  hear  them,  beginning  with  his 
speeeh  in  favor  of  a bank  of  the  United  States  in 
1816,  down  to  his  speech  against  a bank  of  the 
United  States,  delivered  the  other  day,  and  he  will 
have  made  no  progress  in  his  task.  I do  not  speak 
this  in  any  unkind  spirit,  but  I will  tell  the  honor- 
able senator  when  he  will  be  consistent.  He  will 
be  so,  when  he  resolves  henceforward,  during  the 
residue  of  his  life,  never  to  pronounce  the  word 
again.  We  began  our  public  career  nearly  together; 
we  remained  together  throughout  the  war  and  down 
to  the  peace.  We  agreed  as  to  a bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States — as  to  a protective  tariff- — as  to  internal 
improvements — and  lately,  as  to  those  arbitrary  and 
violent  measures  which  characterised  the  adminis- 
tration of  General  Jackson.  Notwoprominentpub- 
lic  men  ever  agreed  better  together  in  respect  to  im- 
portant measures  of  national  policy.  We  concur 
now  in  nothing.  We  separate  forever.  The  sen- 
ator sometimes  says,  that  he  is  going  to  fall  back  up- 
on the  republican  party  of  1827.  Then  it  is  the 
entire  south  which  he  would  unite.  Then  it  is  the 
republican  party  of  ’88.  He  professes  to  rally  on 
Mr.  Madison’s  resolutions;  but  he  and  Mr.  Madi- 
son never  could  agree  about  theirtrue  import.  The 
senator  deduced  nullification  from  those  resolutions. 
But  nullification  never  entered  into  the  head  of  Mr. 
Madison.  That  pure  and  enlightened  patriot  ne- 
ver could  comprehend  how  a confederacy  of  26 
states  could  get  along  at  all,  if  any  one  of  its  mem- 
bers could,  at  its  pleasure,  set  aside  and  nullify  the 
will  of  the  whole.  The  senator  too,  professes  to 
belong  to  the  republican  party  of  ’98,  but  I fear  we 
should  differ  as  much  about  its  real  tenets  and  doc- 
trines as  we  do  in  respect  to  any  constitutional 
question.  The  senator  has  allowed  himself  to  use 
some  expressions  not  very  customary  or  parliamen- 
tary in  deliberative  assemblies;  I shall  not  imitate 
his  example  in  the  employment  of  them.  But  I 
beg  leave  to  assure  him  of  my  feelings  of  perfect 
and  entire  reciprocity. 

The  senator  appeals  to  his  present  party,  rallies 
his  new  allies,  and  cries  out  to  them  that  victory  is 
ahead,  to  which  he  will  lead  them.  Pass  the  bill, 
he  exclaims,  and  decide  the  long  vexed  question, 
and  thus  put  an  end  to  all  controversy.  But  does 
the  senator  and  do  any  of  his  friends  suppose  that 
if  their  bill  should  pass  this  senate  by  a majority  of 
one  or  two  votes,  and  the  other  house  by  a similar 
majority,  it  will  pour  oil  on  the  troubled  waters, 
and  give  peace  to  this  distracted  country.  No,  sir, 
no.  The  upturned  business,  the  embarrassment, 
and  the  threatened  ruin  of  the  community,  are  not 
to  be  restored  to  order  and  prosperity  in  that  way. 
I know  that  in  other  countries,  and  in  other  times, 
it  has  been  a common  calculation  with  tvrany  that 
when  the  tyrant  nods,  his  will  is  to  be  obeyed  and 
submission  to  ensue.  But  senators  need  not  “lay  that 
flattering  unction  to  their  souls.”  The  people  of 
this  country  are  too  enlightened,  too  well  acquaint- 
ed with  their  interests  and  rights,  and  too  firmly  re- 
solved at  all  hazards  to  maintain  them,  quietly  to 
submit  to  a measure  fraught  with  such  ruin  and  dan- 
ger to  their  liberties  as  this  is.  The  supporters  of 
this  bill  seem  determined,  if  they  can,  to  reverse 
the  great  principle,  which  lies  at  the  foundation  of 
all  our  institutions.  That  principle  is,  that  the 


popular  will  flows  from  the  people  into  the  legisla- 
tive halls,  and  controls,  directs-  and  modifies  all 
measures,  intended  for  the  advancement  of  their 
happiness.  But  this  bill  treats  the  known  will  of 
the  people  with  soveriegn  contempt,  and  substitutes 
the  will  of  the  servant  for  the  will  of  the  master. 
It  proceeds  upon  the  fallacious  assumption  that  the 
servants  of  the  people  know  better  than  the  people 
themselves  what  will  bestpromote  their  happiness. 
It  is  in  vain  that  you  put  on  the  screws,  and  at- 
tempt to  force  from  them  reluctant  acquiescence  by 
cutting  off  every  other  prospect -of  relief.  It  is  in 
vain  that  you  pronounce  your  veto  against  a nation- 
al bank,  and  promulgate  to  the  world  your  solemn 
declaration  that  the  people  shall  not  have  one,  al- 
though it  should  be  manifest  that  there  is  a clear 
majority  of  them  demanding  it.  It  is  in  vain  that 
you  should  denounce,  and  lay  your  unhallowed 
hands  on  the  domestic  institutions  of  the  states,  en- 
deared to  them  by  long  habit  and  cherished  affec- 
tion. Do  not  deceive  yourselves.  There  may  be 
those  who  are  bold  while  here,  acting  in  the  sun- 
shine of  executive  power;  but  when  they  return  to 
their  constituents,  w'hose  will  or  whose  instructions 
they  have  defied,  they  will  find  in  their  frowns,  their 
indignation  and  their  maledictions,  that  the  power 
of  the  people  is  superior  to  the  power  and  influ- 
ence of  their  most  exalted  magistrate,  whether 
in  office  or  in  retirement. 

[When  Mr.  Clay  resumed  his  seat,  Mr.  Cal- 
houn and  Mr.  Preston  both  rose.  The  Chair 
gave  the  floor  to] 

Mr.  Preston , who  said  that  nothing  could  be 
more  unexpected  or  painful  to  him,  than  the  ne- 
cessity under  which  he  found  himself  of  interrupt- 
ing, for  a moment,  the  discussion  between  the  sen- 
ator from  Kentucky,  and  his  colleague.  He  well 
knew  that  in  the  general  expectation  of  the  pub- 
lic, and  by  the  acquiescence  of  the  senate,  the  day 
and  the  occasion  were  appropriated  to,  and  set 
apart  for  those  gentlemen,  and  he  had  taken  his 
seat,  not  doubting  that  he  should  listen  in  silence, 
to  which  his  health,  as  well  as  all  the  proprieties  of 
the  occasion  seemed  to  consign  him.  But,  (said 
Mr.  Preston,)  no  condition  of  my  health,  no  dread 
of  violating  an  expected  order  of  proceeding,  no 
rule  or  ceremonious  observance,  can  compel  me 
to  silence  under  the  remarks  of  the  senator  from 
Kentucky,  in  regard  to  my  state.  If  they  had  been 
personal  to  myself,  I might  submit  in  silence,  or 
postpone  a reply  for  a more  fit  occasion,  without 
breaking  in  upon  rhe  unity  of  the  present  scene; 
but  the  honorable  senator  has  thought  proper  to 
indulge  a course  of  remarks  upon  certain  recent 
and  conspicuous  acts  of  my  state,  pressed,  as  it 
seems  to  me,  unnecessarily  into  this  discussion, 
which  I will  at  once  resent  and  repel.  And  be- 
sides. there  is,  in  my  present  relation  to  my  state, 
peculiar  obligations  of  duty,  affection,  and  grati- 
tude, which  makes  her  defence  more  my  business 
and  my  pleasure,  than  at  any  former  time.  It  is 
generally  known  that  it  is  my  misfortune  to  differ 
with  her  legislature  in  regard  to  important  ques- 
tions connected  with  the  finances  of  this  govern- 
ment, and  that  it  has  expressed  that  differei  ce  in 
formal  resolutions.  It  is  not  so  generally  known 
that,  with  an  elevation  and  generosity  character- 
istic of  the  state,  it  at  the  same  moment  soothed 
the  pain  which  this  difference  of  opinion  could 
not  but  create,  by  an  express  exclusion  of  all  cen- 
sure upon  her  public  functionaries,  who  enter- 
tained different  views.  Already  bound  to  South 
Carolina  by  every  obligation  of  duty  and  affec- 
tion which  can  bind  a citizen  and  a servant,  these 
obligations  are  enhanced  and  strengthened  by  this 
noble  and  touching  act  of  kindness  and  generosity, 
which  makes  it  my  privilege,  on  this  occasion,  to 
supersede  my  colleague  in  the  defence  of  our 
state,  and  to  take  to  my  own  hands  the  willing 
task. 

I have  remained  silent  when  vulgar  witlings 
have  sought  to  amuse,  themsdves,  or  others,  by  a 
poor  jest  on  nullification;  and  I have  heard,  with- 
out emotion,  the  efforts  of  underling  politicians, 
who,  ever  and  anon,  supply  a vacuity  of  sense  by 
a puny  and  innocent  tirade  against  South  Carolina. 
Such  things  are  to  be  expected  from  such  quar- 
ters, and  may  be  well  submitted  to  in  silence  and 
indifference;  but  when  these  poor  topics  are  res- 
cued from  contempt  in  the  only  way  by  which 
this  can  be  effected,  by  that  adventitious  conse- 
quence derived  from  the  dignity  and  position  of 
him  who  uses  them,  they1-  become  worthy  of  ani- 
madversion, noton  their  own  account,  but  on  ac- 
count of  the  party  rasorting.to  them. 

In  the  contest  which  South  Carolina  waged  with 
this  government,  whether  she  was  right  or  wrong, 
no  man  of  right  mind,  who  knows  the  circumstan- 
ces, will  perceive  matter  for  jest  or  ridicule.  Her 
course  is  now  history.  She  acted  in  patriotism 
and  honor.  Her  principles  were  openly  asserted 
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her  purposes  boldly  avowed;  wrong  or  right,  she 
fearlessly  assumed  her  ground,  calmly  arrayed  her- 
self against  the  whole  power  of  this  government, 
sternly  retorted  the  frowns  of  a tyrant,  armed  as 
he  w’as  by  the  eager  haste  of  a servile  legislature, 
with  all  the  power  of  the  country,  in  or  out  of  the 
constitution;  and  when  the  personal  passions  of 
the  Chief  Magistrate,  ministered  to  and  inflamed 
by  the  ready  zeal  of  the  most  thoroughly  devoted 
party  which  this  country  ever  saw,  were  joined 
and  sustained  by  the  greediness  of  the  manufactu- 
ring interest  in  measures  of  military  violence, 
were  there  any  symptoms  of  irresolution,  of  giv- 
ing back,  amongst  us?  Did  the  honorable  senator 
see  any  sign  of  fear  at  home,  or  hesitancy  amongst 
those  who  so  well  and  so  nobly  represented  us  here  ? 
Did  we  not  hurl  back  the  proclamation  in  the  teeth 
of  those  who  issued  it?  Did  we  not  upon  this 
floor  answer  argument  by  argument,  and  threat  by 
scorn,  while  at  home  the  state  armed  herself  to 
repel  force  by  force  ? Did  any  one  who  looked 
upon  the  scene  in  this  senate,  and  our  actors  in  it; 
did  any  one  who  looked  to  us  at  home,  even  from 
this  distance,  see  any  where  the  bearing  of  men, 
whose  names  could  be  mentioned,  except  in  the 
vulgar  violence  of  pampered  power,  in  any  con- 
nexion with  an  ignominious  death,  or  whose  con- 
duct and  destiny  could  in  any  event  be  associated 
but  with  honor  and  respect?  Slaughtered  we 
might  have  been,  crushed  and  overwhelmed,  per- 
haps, but  the  honorable  senator  did  not  understand 
the  occasion,  nor  doe3  he  know  the  people  of 
w'hom  he  speaks,  if  he  believes  that  the  crisis  of 
1833,  could  have  been  passed  but  by  war  or  con- 
cession on  the  part  of  this  government — compro- 
mise, if  the  word  be  more  palatable. 

Well,  sir,  the  compromise  bill  was  passed,  and 
went  forth  with  healing  on  its  wings.  It  was  hailed 
as  the  harbinger  of  peace,  and  was  understood  to 
be  the  result  of  mutual  concessions,  made  in  a 
high  spirit  of  patriotism,  for  the  purpose  of  smoth- 
ering the  heats  which  threatened  the  country.  In 
such  a spirit,  unquestionably,  we  acceded  to  the 
compromise,  surrendering,  for  its  sake,  a portion 
of  our  interests,  which  injustice  might  have  been 
insisted  on  ; and,  in  such  a spirit,  we  supposed  the 
honorable  senator,  as  the  representative  of  the  man- 
ufacturing interest,  and  given  his  consent  to  the 
arrangement.  These  high  and  holy  purposes  I at- 
tributed to  the  honorable  gentleman,  and  to  those 
who  acted  with  him,  on  that  occasion.  I thought 
him  entitled  to  the  glory  of  having  acted  from  no 
personal  motive,  from  nothing  that  savored  of 
party  feeling,  but  from  a broad  patriotism,  or  the 
broader  principles  of  that  code  which  promises 
blessings  to  the  peace-makers.  And  on  this  high 
ground,  I have  always  understood  the  gentleman 
then  placed  himself;  but  his  declarations  to-day 
show  that  he  is  discontented  with  that  position, 
and  he  prefers  to  have  it  known  that  his  object  was 
to  drive  a good  bargain  for  the  manufacturers  ; and 
that  his  views  of  peace  did  not  extend  beyond 
saving  a good  fellow  or  two  from  an  ignominious 
death.  That  he  did  not  believe  that  danger  exist- 
ed, or  that  South  Carolina  intended  aught  but 
child’s  play.  The  honorable  senator  has  a right  to 
establish  the  relation  in  which  he  stands  to  the 
transactions  of  that  day,  and  to  correct  the  history 
of  them,  which  had  falsely,  as  it  now  appears,  as- 
signed so  different,  and,  in  my  judgment,  so  much 
nobler  an  attitude  to  the  honorable  senator.  He 
now  permits  it  to  be  understood,  that  when  he 
seemed  to  compromise  with  South  Carolina,  it  was, 
in  fact,  but  securing  the  tariff  against  general  Jack- 
son  ; and  that  when  he  talked  of  the  harmony  of 
the  union,  and  the  peace  of  the  land,  he  did  not, 
in  fact,  consider  either  in  the  slightest  danger.  In 
all  this  he  was  totally  mistaken  ; as  much  mistaken 
in  regard  to  us,  as  we  were  to  him.  We  were  anx- 
ious to  avoid,  but  not  afraid  to  meet  a collision. 
We,  at  least,  were  in  earnest,  when  we  said  we 
were  willing  to  fight  for  our  cause,  or  to  compro- 
mise for  peace.  We  were  resolute  and  armed ; 
and  when  the  honorable  senator  speaks  of  that  pe- 
riod in  the  light  tone  he  has  assumed,  he  treats  it 
in  a way  inconsistent  with  the  true  character  of 
the  crisis,  with  his  own  dignity,  and  with  the  dig- 
nity of  this  chamber. 

Mr.  Clay.  I am  happy,  although  the  senator 
from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Preston)  has  totally 
misconceived  me,  to  have  been  the  occasion  of 
the  very  eloquent  vindication  of  his  own  state, 
which  he  has  just  pronounced.  He  complains  of 
my  allusion  to  nullification.  His  complaint  ought 
not  to  be  of  me,  but  of  his  colleague,  (Mr.  Cal- 
houn,) whose  exultation  atthe  supposed  overthrow 
of  the  protective  policy,  through  the  instrumen- 
tality of  nullification,  has  reluctantly  extorted  from 
me  an  exposition  of  the  truth.  But  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, nothing  was  further  from  my  purpose  than 
to  cast  the  slightest  imputation  upon  the  gallant 


and  patriotic  state  of  South  Carolina,  or  any  of  her 
citizens.  In  my  opinion  she  was  eminently  wrong 
in  that  memorable  contest;  but  I never  doubted 
her  sincerity,  or  her  gallantry.  I never  doubted 
that  in  the  land  of  Marion,  of  Sumpter,  and  of 
Pickens,  there  were  many  of  their  descendants 
equally  noble  and  brave,  and  that  the  people  of 
South  Carolina  would,  upon  all  proper  occasions, 
maintain  the  high  character  which  they  have  so 
justly  acquired.  And  among  the  nullifiers  them- 
selves, I personally  know,  that  there  are  many  as 
high  minded,  as  brave,  and  as  patriotic,  as  any  part 
of  the  American  people.  I would  as  soon  go  to 
them  to  find  friends  on  whom  I could  confidently 
rely,  in  any  possible  emergency,  as  to  any  men 
upon  earth.  But  the  senator  must  excuse  me  for 
believing  that  South  Carolina  alone  could  not  have 
beaten  all  the  rest  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
thinking  that,  I justly  described  the  inequality  of 
such  a contest  in  the  parellel  which  I drew  of  the 
relative  strength  of  the  two  parties.  Nor  did  I,  in 
the  allusion  which  I made  to  what  passed  at  the 
session  of  1832-3,  between  my  excellent  friend 
(John  M.  Clayton)  and  myself,  intend  to  intimate 
that  the  senator  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Cal- 
houn,) or  any  of  his  colleagues,  deserved  the  igno- 
minious death  with  which  they  had  been  menaced. 
Neither  of  us  thought  they  did  ; but  we  had  heard 
the  current  reports  of  the  threats  of  President 
Jackson  to  apply  it  to  certain  gentlemen  in  South 
Carolina,  the  senator  from  South  Carolina  himself 
(Mr.  Calhoun)  among  them,  and  hence  the  remark 
of  Mr.  Clayton. 

Equally  has  the  senator  from  South  Carolina, 
(Mr.  Preston)  misapprehended  me  in  another  res- 
pect. I did  not  say,  or  intimate,  that  it  was  a lead- 
ing or  principal  motive  in  the  compromise  act  to 
save  his  colleague  and  others  from  the  halter.  I 
stated  that  although  I had  no  dread  of  the  power 
of  South  Carolina  alone,  I did  not  know  how  far, 
if  a civil  war  were  opce  kindled,  the  flames  might 
extend,  and  whether  from  sympathy  other  south- 
ern states  might  not  during  its  progress  become 
involved  in  the  contest.  The  motives  for  the  pas- 
sage of  the  compromise  act  were,  1st.  to  prevent 
a civil  war,  and  to  protect  South  Carolina  from 
impending  danger;  2d.  to  preserve  the  tariff, 
threatened  with  a total  overthrow,  which  would 
have  taken  place  at  the  next  session,  to  insure  sta- 
bility, during  a long  term  of  years,  to  the  policy 
of  protection,  and  to  save  the  manufacturers  from 
the  absolute  ruin  and  prostration  with  which  they 
were  menaced;  and,  3d.  to  avoid  the  necessity  of 
placing  a large  army,  and  vast  military  resources, 
at  the  disposal  of  President  Jackson,  animated  as 
he  was  by  a spirit  of  resentment  and  vengeance 
towards  South  Carolina  and  some  of  her  most  prom- 
inent citizens.  1 had  no  confidence  in  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  President,  and  I was  unwilling  to 
see  him  invested  with  an  immense  military  power, 
of  the  prudent  use  of  which  I saw  no  adequate 
security. 

Such  was  the  combination  of  motives  which 
prompted  me  to  propose,  and  I have  no  doubt  ac- 
tuated my  friends  in  sanctioning  the  compromise 
act.  ,1  trust  now,  sir,  that  the  senator  from  South 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Preston,)  will  see  that  I made  no 
attack  upon  his  state,  or  its  citizens,  which  requir- 
ed of  him  his  vindication.  If  the  contest  had  not 
happily  been  averted,  I have  no  doubt  that  the 
people  of  South  Carolina  would  have  fought  with 
as  much  firmness,  resolution,  and  bravery,  as  any 
people  ever  did  ; but  I can  but  believe,  that  the 
issue  of  it  could  not  have  been  doubtful,  and  must 
have  been,  inevitably,  most  disastrous  to  her  gal- 
lant sons  and  her  fair  fields. 

Mr.  Calhoun  rose  in  rejoinder.  The  senator 
from  Kentucky  says  that  the  sentiments  contained 
in  my  Edgefield  letter,  then  met  his  view  for  the 
first  time,  and  that  he  read  that  document  with 
equal  pain  and  amazement.  Now,  it  does  happen 
that  I expressed  those  self-same  sentiments,  just 
as  strongly  in  1834,  in  a speech  which  was  receiv- 
ed with  unbounded  applause  by  that  gentleman’s 
own  party,  and  of  which  a vast  number  of  copies 
were  published  and  circulated  throughout  the  Uni- 
ted States.  The  speech  is  on  the  Secretary’s  table, 
and  I will  thank  him  to  read  the  extract  I have 
marked. 

The  secretary  of  the  senate  here  read  as  fol- 
lows : 

“A  very  few  words  will  place  this  point  beyond 
controversy.  To  the  interposition  of  the  state  of 
South  Carolina  we  are  indebted  for  the  adjustment 
of  the  tariff  question  ; without  it,  all  the  influence 
ofthe  senator  from  Kentucky,  over  the  manufac- 
turing interest,  great  as  it  deservedly  -is,  would 
have  been  wholly  incompetent,  if  he  had  even 
thought  proper  to  exert  it,  to  adjust  the  question. 
The  attempt  would  have  prostrated  him,  and  those 
who  acted  with  him,  and  not  the  system.  It  was 


the  separate  act  of  the  state  that  gave  him  the  place 
to  stand  upon ; created  the  necessity  for  the  adjust- 
ment, and  disposed  the  minds  of  all  to  compro- 
mise. Now,  I put  the  solemn  question  to  all  who 
hear  me,  if  the  tariff  had  not  then  been  adjusted — if 
it  was  now  ari  open  question — what  hope  of  suc- 
cessful resistance  against  the  usurpation  of  the  ex- 
ecutive, on  the  part  of  this  or  any  other  branch  of 
the  government,  could  be  entertained?  Let  it  not 
be  said  that  this  is  the  result  of  accident — of  an  un- 
forseen  contingency.  It  was  clearly  perceived, 
and  openly  stated,  that  no  successful  resistance 
could  be  made  to  the  corruption  and  encroachments 
of  the  executive,  while  the  tariff  question  remained 
open — while  it  separated  the  north  from  the  south, 
and  wasted  the  energy  of  the  honest  and  patriotic 
portions  ofthe  community  against  each  other,  the 
joint  effort  of  which  is  indispensably  necessary  to 
expel  those  from  authority,  who  are  converting  the 
entire  powers  of  government  into  a corrupt  elec- 
tioneering machine  ; and  that,  without  separate 
state  interposition,  the  adjustment  was  impossible. 
The  truth  of  this  position  rests  not  upon  the  acci- 
dental state  of  things,  but  on  a profound  principle 
growing  out  ofthe  nature  of  government  and  party 
struggles  in  a free  state.  History  and  reflection 
teach  us,  that  when  great  interests  come  into  con- 
flict, and  the  passions  and  the  prejudices  of  men 
are  roused,  such  struggles  can  never  be  composed 
by  the  influence  of  any  individual,  however  great ; 
and  if  there  be  not,  somewhere  in  the  system, 
some  high  constitutional  power  to  arrest  their  pro- 
gress, and  compel  the  parties  to  adjust  the  differ- 
ence, they  go  on  till  the  state  falls  by  corruption  or 
violence.” 

Such  was  the  language  I held  at  that  time,  when 
the  events  were  fresh  in  our  recollection,  and  the 
senator  heard  it  and  opened  his  mouth;  yet  now, 
after  four  years,  he  rises  here  and  makes  the  state- 
ment we  have  heard.  That  I uttered  these  senti- 
ments before,  and  that  frequently,  I am  able  to 
show  by  other  facts.  But  I go  further,  and  shall 
prove  from  the  senator’s  own  declaration  the  truth 
of  what  I assert.  Ip  1832,  speaking  on  a bill  then 
on  its  passage  providing  for  a reduction  of  the  ta- 
riff, the  senator  declared  in  his  place  that  he  con- 
sidered that  bill  as  an  ultimate  adjustment  ofthe 
question,  and  yet  the  whole  tariff  system  was  pros- 
trated before  the  act  went  into  effect;  and  what 
effected  this  prostration  ? Nothing  but  the  inter- 
position of  my  own  little  gallant  state — a state  of 
which  he  has  spoken  in  such  contemptuous  lan- 
guage. It  was  the  well-known  principle  of  the 
American  system,  of  which  the  senator  is  the  au- 
thor, that  every  article  which  can  be  manufactured 
at  home  was  to  be  protected,  and  that  that  protec- 
tion was  to  be  extended,  if  possible,  even  to  pro- 
hibition. The  senator  now  says  that  he  continues 
to  think  that  principle  a sound  one  ; and  yet  the 
compromise  act  surrenders  by  express  terms  the 
system  of  protection;  gives  up  the  principle  to 
which  the  senator  tells  us  he  still  adheres,  and  to 
the  surrender  of  which  the  senator  from  Massa- 
chusetts, (M  r.  Webster,)  if  I rightly  remember, 
objected  to  the  compromise.  Now,  I would  ask, 
what  was  it  that  caused  the  surrender  of  this  prin- 
ciple? It  was  because  I took  my  stand  firmly, 
resolutely,  and  refused  to  compromise  at  all,  unless 
the  principle  was  given  up. 

But  the  senator  tells  us  that  he  is  among  the 
most  constant  men  in  this  world.  I am  not  in  the 
habit  of  charging  others  with  inconsistency;  but 
one  thing  I will  say,  that  if  the  gentleman  has  not 
changed  his  principles,  he  has  most  certainly  chan- 
ged his  company  ; for,  though  lie  boasts  of  setting 
out  in  public  life  a republican  of  the  school  of  ’i>8, 
he  is  now  surrounded  by  some  of  the  most  distin- 
guished members  of  the  old  federal  party.  I do 
not  desire  to  disparage  that  party.  I always  res- 
pected them  as  men,  though  I believed  their  politi- 
cal principles  to  be  wrong.  Now,  either  the  gen- 
tleman’s associates  have  changed,  or  he  has  ; for 
they  are  now  together,  though  belonging  formerly 
to  different  and  opposing  parties— parties,  as  every 
one  knows,  directly  opposed  to  each  other  in  policy 
and  principles.  I repeat  the  assertion,  that  the 
senator’s  present  friends  were  not  only  associated 
with  the  old  federal  party,  but  that  they  were  dis- 
tinguished members  of  it,  and  attained  renown  from 
the  advocacy  and  defence  of  its  principles,  and,  as 
they  have  now  got  together,  I leave  it  to  him  and 
them  to  decide  which  has  changed. 

As  I am  charged  with  inconsistency,  and  the 
charge  is  so  often  repeated  by  the  senator,  I will 
make  a brief  reply  on  that  point.  As  it  respects 
the  bank  charter  of  1816,  the  senator  well  knows 
that  at  that  time  the  choice  was  between  the  use 
of  state  banks  and  a national  bank,  as  the  fiscal 
agent  of  the  government.  The  state  banks  were 
then  the  fiscal  agent,  and  it  was  impossible  then  to 
break  the  union  between  the  government  and  the 
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banks.  I acquiesced  in  what  was  beyond  my  con- 
trol, and  inevitable  at  the  time;  and  as  I then,  as 
now,  preferred  a national  to  the  state  banks,  I then 
advocated  the  former  against  the  latter,  as  I would 
now  do  in  the  same  state  of  things. 

He  says  I was  in  lavor  of  the  tariff  of  1816,  and 
took  the  lead  in  its  support.  He  is  certainly  mis- 
taken again.  It  was  in  charge  of  my  colleague  and 
friend,  Mr.  Lowndes,  chairman  then  of  the  com- 
mittee of  vvays  and  means,  as  a revenue  measure 
only.  I took  no  other  part  whatever  but  to  deliver 
an  off-hand  speech,  at  the  request  of  a frtend.  The 
question  of  protection,  as  a constitutional  question, 
was  not  touched  at  all.  It  was  not  made,  if  my 
memory  serves  me,  for  some  years  after.  As  to 
protection,  I 'believe  little  of  it,  except  what  all 
admit  was  incidental  to  revenue  was  contained  in 
the  act  of  1816.  As  to  my  views  in  regard  to  pro- 
tection at  that  early  period,  I refer  to  ray  remarks 
in  1813,  when  I opposed  a renewal  of  the  non-im- 
portation act,  expressly  on  the  ground  of  its  giving 
too  much  protection  to  the  manufacturers.  But 
while  I declared,  in  my  place,  that  I was  opposed 
to  it  on  that  ground,  1 at  the  same  lime  stated  that 
I would  go  as  far  as  I could  with  propriety,  when 
peace  returned,  to  protect  the  capital  which  the 
war  and  the  extreme  policy  of  the  government  had 
turned  into  that  channel.  The  senator  refers  to 
my  report  on  internal  improvement,  when  I was 
secretary  of  war;  but,  as  usual  with  him,  forgets 
to  tell  that  I made  it  in  obedience  to  a resolution  of 
the  house,  to  which  I was  bound  to  answer,  and 
that  I expressly  stated  I did  not  involve  the  con 
stitutional  question  ; of  which  the  senator  may  now 
satisfy  himself,  if  he  will  read  the  latter  part  of  the 
report.  As  to  the  bonus  bill,  it  grew  out  of  the  re- 
commendation of  Mr.  Madison  in  his  last  message  ; 
and  althoughl  proposed  that  the  bonus  should  be 
set  apart  for  the  purpose  of  internal  improvement, 
leaving  it  to  be  determined  thereafter,  whether  we 
had  the  power,  or  the  constitution  should  be  amen- 
ded, in  conformity  to  Mr.  Madison’s  recommenda- 
tion, I did  not  touch  the  question  to  what  extent 
congress  might  possess  the  power;  and  w’hen  re- 
quested to  insert  a direct  recognition  of  the  power 
by  some  of  the  leading  members,  I refused,  ex- 
pressly on  the  ground  that,  though  I believed  it  ex- 
isted, I had  not  made  up  my  mind  how  far  it  ex- 
tended. As  to  the  bill,  it  was  perfectly  constitu- 
tional in  my  opinion  then,  and  which  still  remains 
unchanged,  to  set  aside  the  fund  proposed,  and  with 
the  object  intended,  but  which  could  not  be  used 
without  specific  appropriations  thereafter. 

In  my  opening  remarks  to-day,  I said  the  sena- 
tor’s speech  was  remarkable,  both  for  its  omissions 
and  mistakes;  and  the  senator  infers,  with  his 
usual  inaccuracy,  that  I alluded  to  a difference  be- 
tween his  spoken  and  printed  speech,  and  that  I 
was  answering  the  latter.  In  this  he  wras  mista- 
ken; I hardly  ever  read  a speech,  but  reply  to 
what  is  said  here  in  debate.  I know  no  other  but 
the  speech  delivered  here. 

As  to  the  arguments  of  each  of  us,  I am  willing 
to  leave  them  to  the  judgment  of  the  country  ; his 
speech  and  arguments,  and  mine,  will  be  read  with 
the  closer  attention  and  deeper  interest  in  conse- 
quence of  this  day’s  occurrence.  It  is  all  I ask. 

The  senator  supposes  that  some  remarks  in  my 
letter  alluded  to  the  national  republicans,  which 
gave  him  great  offence  ; but  here  again  he  misstates. 
It  alludes  to  those  in  power,  and  not  to  the  national 
republican  party,  which  the  reading  of  the  entire 
paragraph  will  make  manifest.  Will  the  senator 
send  me  the  letter  for  that  purpose? 

“ As  obvious  as  all  this  must  appear,  I felt  that 
I assumed  a heavy  responsibility  in  taking  the 
course  I did.  It  was  impossible  that  all  the  cir- 
cumstances and  motives  under  which  I acted  could 
at  once  be  generally  understood,  and,  of  course, 
the  part  I was  compelled  to  take  was  liable  to  be 
misconceived  and  grossly  misrepresented.  We 
have  been  so  long  contending  against  the  abuses 
and  encroachments  of  the  executive  power  as  to 
forget  that  they  originated  in  the  prior  abuses  and 
encroachments  of  congress,  and  were  accordingly 
exclusively  intent  on  expelling  from  office  those 
who  had  acquired  and  exercised  their  authority  in 
a manner  so  dangerous,  without  reflecting  into 
whose  hands  the  power  would  go,  and  what  princi- 
ples and  policy  would  gain  the  ascendency.  With 
this  state  of  feeling  on  the  part  of  our  friends,  I 
saw  it  was  impossible  to  take  a position  which,  by 
consequence,  was  calculated  to  cover  those  in  pow- 
er, however  urgent  the  cause,  without  occasioning 
a shock  in  the  first  instance,  and  the  imputation  of 
unworthy  motives,  to  meet  which,  however  tran- 
sient the  misapprehension  might  be,  required  some 
resolution  and  firmness.  But  there  were  other  and 
far  greater  causes  of  responsibility,  to  which  this 
was  as  nothing.  Of  all  the  interests  in  the  commu- 
nity. the  banking  is  by  far  the  most  influential  and 


formidable — the  most  active  and  the  most  concen- 
trated and  pervading;  of  all  the  points  within  the 
immense  circle  of  this  interest,  there  is  none  in  re- 
lation to  which  the  banks  are  more  sensitive  and 
tenacious  than  their  union  with  the  political  power 
of  the  country.  This  is  the  source  of  a vast  amount 
of  their  profits,  and  of  a still  larger  portion  of  their 
respectability  and  influence.  To  touch  their  inter- 
est on  this  tender  point  is  to  combine  all  in  one 
united  and  zealous  opposition  with  some  excep- 
tions in  our  portion  of  the  community,  where  the 
union  of  the  two  pow'ers  acts  injuriously  to  banking 
as  well  as  to  the  commercial  and  other  greater  in- 
terests of  the  section.  To  encounter  so  formidable 
an  opposition,  supported  by  a powerful  political 
party  with  whom  I have  been  acting  for  some  years 
against  entire  power,  and  who  regarded  the  union 
of  the  government  and  the  banks  a3  essential  to  the 
union  of  the  states  themselves,  was  to  assume 
heavy  responsibility  under  the  most  favorable  cir- 
cumstances; but  to  back  and  sustain  those  in  such 
opposition,  in  whose  wisdom,  firmness,  and  patriot- 
ism, I have  no  reason  to  confide,  and  over  whom 
I have  no  control,  is  to  double  that  responsibility. 
This  responsibility  I have  voluntarily  assumed.” 

Mr.  C.  resumed.  There  is  no  doubt  nor  ambi- 
guity ; and  I thought  it  so  clear,  that  it  W'ould  be 
impossible  to  misunderstand  it ; but  it  seems,  in 
my  case,  that  nothing  is  too  clear  for  the  senator  to 
misunderstand. 

After  these  remarkable  misrepresentations,  and 
after  I have  shown  my  sentiments  in  1834,  fully 
according  with  my  present  sentiments,  the  senator 
makes  further  charges,  which  I do  not  think  en- 
titled to  respect.  My  sentiments  in  1834  are  my 
recorded  sentiments  now  ; and  I am  willing  they 
should  go  before  the  public,  and  let  them  judge  be- 
tween the  senator  and  myself.  To  them  I cheer- 
fully submit  the  question,  without  further  remarks 
on  what  the  senator  said  in  reply  to  me  ; and  I am 
the  more  induced  to  do  so,  as  I find  myself  too 
hoarse  to  extend  my  remarks,  with  any  satisfaction 
to  myself  or  the  senate. 

Mr.  Clay  said  it  w-as  very  true  that  the  senator 
had  on  other  occasions,  besides  his  Edgefield  letter, 
claimed  that  the  influence  arising  from  the  interfer- 
ence of  his  own  state  had  effected  the  tariff  com- 
promise. Mr.  C.  had  so  stated  the  fact  when  up 
before.  But  in  the  Edgefield  letter  the  senator 
took  new  ground,  he  denounced  those  with  whom 
he  had  been  acting  as  persons  in  whom  he  could 
ha\e  no  confidence,  and  imputed  to  them  the  de- 
sign of  renewing  a high  tariff  and  patronizing  ex- 
travagant expenditures,  as  the  natural  consequences 
of  the  establishment  of  a bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  had  presented  this  as  a reason  for  his  recent 
course.  When,  said  Mr.  C.  I saw  a charge  like 
this,  together  with  an  imputation  of  unworthy  mo- 
tives, and  all  this  deliberately  written  and  pub- 
lished, I could  not  but  feel  very  differently  from 
what  I should  have  done  under  a mere  casual  re- 
mark. 

But  the  senator  says,  that  if  I have  not  changed 
principles,  I have  at  least  got  into  strange  company. 
Why  really,  Mr.  President,  the  gentleman  has  so 
recently  changed  his  relations  that  he  seems  to 
have  forgotten  into  what  company  he  has  fallen 
himself.  [A  laugh.]  He  says  that  some  of  my 
friends  once  belonged  to  the  federal  party.  Sir,  I am 
ready  to  go  into  an  examination  with  the  honorable 
senator  at  any  time,  and  then  we  shall  see  if  there  are 
not  more  members  of  that  same  old  federal  party 
amongst  those  whom  the  senator  has  so  recently  join- 
ed, than  on  our  side  of  the  house.  Theplain  truth  is, 
that  it  is  the  old  federal  party  with  whom  he  is  now- 
acting.  For  all  the  former  grounds  of  difference 
which  distinguished  that  party,  and  were  the  great 
subjects  of  contention  betumen  them  and  the  re- 
publicans, have  ceased  from  lapse  of  time  and 
change  of  circumstances,  with  the  exception  of 
one,  and  that  is  the  maintenance  and  increase  of 
executive  pow'er.  This  was  a leading  policy  of 
the  federal  party.  A strong,  powerful,  and  ener- 
getic executive  was  its  favorite  tenet.  The  leading 
members  of  that  party  had  come  out  of  the  national 
convention  with  an  impression  that  under  the  new 
constitution  the  executive  arm  was  too  weak.  The 
danger  they  apprehended  was,  that  the  executive 
would  be  absorbed  by  the  legislative  department  of 
the  government,  and  accordingly  the  old  federal 
doctrine  was  that  the  executive  must  be  upheld, 
that  its  influence  must  be  extended  and  strength- 
ened, and  as  a means  to  this  that  its  patronage  must 
be  multiplied.  And  w’hat,  I pray,  is  at  this  hour 
the  leading  object  of  that  party,  which  the  senator 
has  joined,  but  this  very  thing  ? It  was  maintained 
in  the  convention  by  Mr.  Madison,  that  to  remove 
a public  officer  without  valid  cause,  would  right- 
fully subject  a president  of  the  United  States  to 
impeachment.  But  now  not  only  is  no  reason  re- 
quired, but  the  principle  is  maintained  that  no 


reason  can  be  asked.  A is  removed  and  B is  put 
in  liis  place,  because  such  is  the  pleasure  of  the 
president.  In  a free  government,  lounded  upon 
the  principled' responsibility,  the  president  of  the 
United  States  is  not  only  practically  irresponsible, 
but  does  not  deign  to  assign  a reason  for  the  exer- 
cise of  one  ot  the  most  important  functions  of  gov- 
ernment. Now,  if  we  are  to  look  at  things  and  not 
at  names,  then  it  is  certainly  true,  that  the  senator 
is  acting  with  the  old  federal  party  which  con- 
tinues in  its  ancient  location.  If  there  are 
some  of  the  federal  party  who  act  with  us,  it 
is  because  they  are  shocked  by  the  extravagant 
pretensions  of  modern  democrats  to  executive 
power  and  prerogative.  I can  tell  the  gentleman 
that  he  will  find  the  true  old  democratic  party  who 
were  for  resisting  the  encroachments  of  pow  er,  and 
limiting  executive  patronage,  on  this  side  of  the 
senate,  and  not  with  his  new  allies  the  Jackson 
Van  Buren  democratic  party,  whose  leading  prin- 
ciple is  to  sustain  the  executive  and  deny  all  power 
to  the  legislature  ; and  w hich  does  not  hold  a soli- 
tary principle  in  common  with  the  republican  party 
of  1798.  Yet  the  Senator,  true  to  the  principles 
of  his  new  allies,  is  for  uniting,  by  this  govern- 
ment bank,  the  purse  and  the  sword,  and  laying 
both  at  the  feet  of  the  executive.  The  senator 
tells  us  that  he  found  banks  in  existence  in  1816, 
and  that  he  only  acquiesced  in  their  constitution- 
ality. But,  if  he  acquiesced  in  it  then,  why  can- 
not he  acquiesce  in  the  same  thing  now?  The 
banks  at  that  time  were  not  paying  specie,  the 
legal  connexion  between  them  and  the  government 
had  ceased ; the  whole  currency  and  business  of 
the  country  were  in  a state  of  derangement,  just 
as  they  are  now,  vet  he  acquiesced  in  a bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  he  acquiesced  again  in  1234. — 
Why  cannot  he  acquiesce  in  1838  ? The  senator  is 
fond  of  the  record.  I should  not  myself  have  gone 
to  it  but  for  the  infinite  gravity  and  self-compla- 
cency with  which  he  appeals  to  it  in  vindication  of 
his  own  consistency.  Let  me  then  read  a little 
from  one  of  the  very  speeches  in  1834,  from  w'hich 
he  has  so  liberally  quoted,  and  called  upon  the 
Secretary  to  read  so  loud,  and  the  senate  to  listen 
so  attentively  : 

“ But  there  is  in  my  opinion  a strong  if  not  an 
insuperable  objection  against  resorting  to  this  mea- 
sure, resulting  from  the  fact  that  an  exclusive  re- 
ceipt ofspecie  in  the  treasury  would,  to  give  it  ef- 
ficacy, and  to  prevent  extensive  speculation  and 
fraud,  require  an  entire  disconnexion  on  the  part  of 
the  government,  with  the  bankingsystem,  in  all  its 
forms,  and  a resort  to  the  strong  box,  as  the  means 
of  preserving  and  guarding  its  funds — a means,  if 
practicable  at  all  in  the  present  state  of  things, 
liable  to  the  objection  of  being  far  less  safe,  eco- 
nomical, and  efficient  than  the  present.” 

Here  is  a strong  denunciation  of  that  very  sys- 
tem he  is  now  eulogising  to  the  skies.  Here  he 
deprecates  a disconnexion  w ith  all  banks  as  a most 
disastrous  measure  ; and,  as  the  strongest  argument 
against  it,  says  that  it  will  necessarily  lead  to  the 
antiquated  policy  of  the  strong  box.  Yet,  now, 
the  senator  thinks  the  strong  box  system  the  wisest 
thing  on  earth.  As  to  the  acquiescence  of  the 
honorable  senator  in  measures  deemed  by  him  un- 
constitutional, 1 only  regret  that  he  suddenly  stop- 
ped short  in  his  acquiescence.  He  was,  in  1816, 
at  the  head  of  the  finance  committee,  in  the  other 
house,  having  been  put  there  by  myself,  acquies- 
cing ail  the  while  in  the  doctrines  of  a bank,  as 
perfectly  sound,  and  reporting  to  that  effect.  He 
acquiesced  for  nearly  twenty  years,  not  a doubt 
escaping  from  him  during  the  whole  time.  The 
year  1834  comes:  the  deposites  are  seized,  the  cur- 
rency turnpd  up  side  down,  and  the  senator  comes 
forward  and  proposes  as  a remedy  a continuation 
of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  for  twelve  years — 
here  acquiescing  once  more  ; and,  as  he  tells  us,  in 
order  to  save  the  country.  But  if  the  salvation  of 
the  country  would  justify  his  acquiescence  in  1816 
and  in  1834,  I can  only  regret  that  he  did  not  find 
it  in  his  heart  to  acquiesce  once  more  in  what 
would  have  remedied  all  our  evils. 

In  regard  to  the  tariff  of  1816,  has  the  senator 
forgotten  the  dispute  at  that  time  about  the  protec- 
tion of  the  cotton  manufacture?  The  very  point  of 
that  dispute  was,  whether  we  had  a right  to  give 
protection  or  not.  He  admits  the  truth  of  what  I 
said,  that  the  constitutional  question  as  to  the  pow'- 
er  of  the  government  to  protect  our  own  industry 
was  never  raised  before  1820  or  1822.  It  was  but 
first  hinted,  then  controverted,  and  soon  after  ex- 
panded into  nullification,  although  the  senator  had 
supported  the  tariff  of  1816  on  the  very  ground 
that  we  had  power.  I do  not  now  recolleci  dis- 
tinctly his  whole  course  in  the  legislature,  but  he 
certainly  introduced  the  bonus  bill  in  1816,  and  sus- 
tained it  by  a speech  on  the  subject  of  internal  im- 
provements, which  neither  expresses  nor  implies  a 
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doubt  ot  the  constitutional  power.  But  why  set 
apart  a bonus  il  the  government  had  no  power  to 
make  internal  improvements?  If  he  wished  inter- 
nal improvements,  but  conscientiously  believed 
them  unconstitutional,  why  did  he  not  introduce  a 
resolution  proposing  to  amend  the  constitution? 
Yet  he  offered  no  such  thing.  When  he  produced 
his  splendid  report  from  the  war  department,  what 
did  he  mean?  Why  did  he  tantalize  tis  with  that 
bright  and  gorgeous  picture  of  canals  and  roads, 
and  piers  and  harbors,  if  it  was  unconstitutional 
for  us  to  touch  the  plan  with  one  of  our  fingers? 
The  senator  says  in  reply,  that  this  report  did  not 
broach  the  constitutional  question.  True.  But 
why?  Is  there  any  other  conclusion  than  that  he 
did  not  entertain  himself  any  doubt  about  it? 
What  a most  extraordinary  thing  would  it  be, 
should  the  head  of  a department,  in  his  official  ca- 
pacity, present  a report  to  both  houses  of  Congress, 
proposing  a most  elaborate  plan  for  the  internal 
improvement  of  the  whole  union,  accompanied  by 
estimates  and  statistical  tables,  when  he  believed 
there  was  no  power  in  cither  house  to  adopt  any 
part  of  it. 

In  conclusion,  I repeat  the  assurance  to  my 
friend  who  sits  near  me,  that  I had  not  the  most  re- 
mote intention  of  casting  the  smallest  reflection 
on  his  state,  nor  did  I,  in  my  own  opinion,  say  any 
thing  which  could  fairly  be  interpreted. 

Mr.  Oa.lh.oun  again  rose.  Hoarse  as  he  was,  he 
would  make  a brief  reply.  The  Senator  asks  why 
I made  that  report  to  Congress?  I was  under  an 
imperative  call  from  congress,  and  could  not  avoid 
making  it;  and  I believe  that  duty  was  imposed 
upon  me  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky. 

[Mr.  Clay  said.  No.] 

Mr.  Calhoun  : However  that  may  be,  the  report 
was  made  during  the  session  of  181S-’19,  under  a 
call  of  the  house;  and  it  did  not  involve  the  con- 
stitutional question. 

As  to  the  taritfof  1S1G,  I never  denied  that  con- 
gress have  the  power  to  impose  a protective  tariff 
for  the  purpose  of  revenue;  and  beyond  that  the 
taritfof  IS  16  did  not  go  one  inch.  The  question 
of  the  constitutionality  of  the  protective  tariff  was 
never  raised  till  some  time  afterwards. 

As  to  what  the  senator  says  of  executive  power, 
I,  as  much  as  he,  am  opposed  to  its  augmentation, 
and  I will  go  as  far  in  preventing  it  as  any  man  in 
thi3  house.  I maintain  that  the  executive  and  ju- 
dicial authorities  should  have  no  discretionary 
power,  and  as  soon  as  they  begin  to  exercise  such 
power,  the  matter  should  be  taken  up  by  congress. 
These  opinions  are  well  grounded  in  my  mind,  and 
I will  go  as  far  as  any  in  bringing  the  executive  to 
this  point.  But,  I believe,  the  executive  is  now 
outstripped  by  the  congressional  power.  He  is  for 
restricting  the  one.  I war  upon  both. 

The  senator  says  I assigned  as  a reason  of  my 
Course  at  the  extra  session  that  I suspected  that  he 
and  the  gentlemen  with  whom  he  acted  would  re- 
vive the  tariff.  I spoke  not  of  the  tariff,  but  a na- 
tional bank.  I believe  that  banks  naturally  and 
assuredly  ally  themselves  to  taxes  on  the  commu- 
nity. The  higher  the  taxes  the  greater  their  profits  ; 
and  so  it  is  with  regard  to  a surplus  and  the  govern- 
ment disbursements.  If  the  banking  power  is  on 
the  side  of  a national  bank,  I see  in  that  what 
may  lead  to  all  the  consequences  which  I have 
described  ; and  I oppose  institutions  that  are  likely 
to  lead  to  such  results.  When  the  bank  should  re- 
ceive the  money  of  the  government,  it  would  ally 
itself  to  taxation,  and  it  ought  to  be  resisted  on  that 
ground.  I am  very  glad  that  the  question  is  now 
fairly  met.  The  fate  of  the  country  depends  on 
the  point  of  separation;  if  there  be  a separation 
between  the  government  and  banks,  the  banks  will 
be  on  the  republican  side  in  opposition  to  taxes;  if 
they  unite,  they  will  be  in  favor  of  the  exercise  of 
the  taxing  power. 

The  senator  says  I acquiesced  in  the  use  of  the 
banks  because  the  banks  existed.  I did  so  because 
the  connexion  existed.  The  banks  were  already 
used  as  depositories  of  the  government,  and  it  was 
impossible  at  once  to  reverse  that  state  of  things. — 
I went  on  the  ground  that  the  banks  were  a neces- 
sary evil.  The  state  banks  exist;  and  would  not 
he  be  a madman  that  would  annihilate  them  be- 
cause their  respective  bills  are  uncurrent  in  distant 
parts  of  the  country?  The  work  of  creating  them 
is  done,  and  cannot  be  reversed;  when  once  done, 
it  is  done  forever. 

We  have  a law  in  South  Carolina  which  makes 
it  penal  for  magistrates  to  marry,  and  the  penalty  is 
a fine  of  £10(1.  I was  engaged  in  a case  of  this 
sort  in  court;  and  although  the  marriage  was  ille- 
gal, it  was  not  reversed.  And  yet  the  senator  con- 
siders to  be  necessarily  absurd  what  I hold  to  be 
incontrovertible,  that  time  must  be  taken  even  to 
reverse  an  unconstitutional  act,  (practice;)  and  it 
may  not  only  be  unconstitutional,  but  wise  to  do 


so.  Suppose  the  tariff,  in  its  objectionable  features, 
unconstitutional  as  I deem  them,  hud  been  arrested 
at  an  individual  blow;  millions  on  millions  of  pro- 
perty would  have  been  sacrificed.  And  look  at  all 
the  banks;  if  they  were  stopped  at  once,  as  the 
senator  would  require,  if  they  are  unconstitutional, 
what  would  not  be  the  consequences?  Mr.  C.  said 
he  would  not  further  occupy  the  time  of  the  sen- 
ate. 

Mr.  Clay.  I agree  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  con- 
sume the  time  of  the  senate  ; but  when  I was  up  I 
omitted  to  close  the  Edgefield  letter. 

Mr.  Calhoun  (still  standing,)  desired  to  notice 
one  point  farther.  He  was  formerly  decided  in  fa- 
vor of  separating  the  banks  and  the  government, 
but  it  was  impossible  then  to  make  it,  and  it  would 
have  been  followed  by  nothing  but  disaster.  The 
senator  says  the  separation  already  exists;  but  it 
is  only  contingent  ; whenever  the  banks  resume, 
the  connexion  will  be  legally  restored.  In  1S34  I 
objected  to  the  sub-treasury  project,  and  I thought 
it  not  as  safe  as  the  system  now  before  us.  But  it 
turns  out  that  it  was  more  safe,  as  appears  from 
the  argument  of  the  senator  from  Delaware,  (Mr. 
Bayard  ) I was  then  under  the  impression  that 
the  banks  were  more  safe,  but  it  proves  otherwise. 

Mr.  Clay  said,  if  the  senator  would  review  his 
speech  again,  he  would  see  there  a plain  and  expli- 
cit denunciation  of  a sub-treasury  system. 

The  distinguished  senator  from  South  Carolina 
(I  had  almost  said  my  friend  from  South  Carolina, 
so  lately  and  so  abruptly  has  he  bursted  all  amica- 
ble relations  between  us,  independent  of  his  habit 
of  change,  I think,  when  he  finds  into  what  federal 
doctrines  and  federal  company  he  has  gotten,  he 
will  be  disposed  soon  to  feel  regret  and  to  return 
to  us,)  has  not,  I am  persuaded,  weighed  suffi- 
ciently the  import  of  the  unkind  imputations  con- 
tained in  his  Edgefield  letter  towards  his  former 
allies — imputations  that  their  principles  are  dan- 
gerous to  our  institutions,  and  of  their  want  of 
firmness  and  patriotism.  I have  read  that  singular 
letter  again  and  again,  with  inexpressible  surprise 
and  regret,  more,  however,  if  he  will  allow  me  to 
say  so,  on  his  own  than  on  our  account. 

It  is  undoubtedly  true,  Mr.  President,  that  the 
sudden  destruction  ot  any  unconstitutional  system 
or  measure,  which  has  been  long  in  operation,  may 
lead  toserious  if  not  ruinous  consequences.  But 
that  cannot  alter  at  all  the  question  of  constitu- 
tional power.  If  practical  inconvenience  can  au- 
thorize you  to  prolong  an  unconstitutional  system, 
it  may  justify  its  creation-;  and  then  all  constitu- 
tional authority  will  be  merged  in  considerations 
of  expediency.  With  respect  to  the  senator’s  ob- 
servation that  banks  are  the  natural  allies  to  the 
protective  policy,  and  to  lavish  expenditures,  I beg 
leave  to  oppose  fad  to  the  theory.  The  banks 
are  generally  owned  or  controlled  by  the  mercan- 
tile class,  and  that  class  was  always  opposed  to  the 
protective  policy.  We  found  it  our  most  formida- 
ble opponent.  The  merchants  were  in  favor  of 
the  foreign  trade,  and  were  unwilling  to  see  any  of 
its  sources  dried  up.  Break  down  our  manufac- 
tures, and  our  importations  would  increase,  and 
must  continue  to  increase  so  long  as  we  could  find 
means  to  pay  for  them.  There  are  some  merchants 
who.  like  the  senator  from  North  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Strange,)  and  my  lord  Chatham,  I believe  it  was, 
wished  that  not  a hob-nail  should  be  made  in 
America.  The  merchants,  too,  were  generally  op- 
posed to  the  late  war,  and,  undoubtedly,  seasons  of 
peace  are  most  favorable  to  commercial  enterprize, 
as  they  are  to  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  com- 
munities. 

Mr.  President,  I am  done  ; and  I sincerely  hope 
that  the  adjustment  of  the  account  between  the 
senator  and  myself,  just  made,  may  be  as  satisfac- 
tory to  him  as  I assure  him  and  the  senate  it  is  per- 
fectly so  to  me. 

Mr.  Calhoun.  I have  more  to  say,  but  will 
forbear,  as  the  senator  appears  desirous  of  having 
the  last  word. 

Mr.  Clay.  Not  at  all. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 


TWENTY-FIFTH  CONGRESS. 

SECOND  SESSION — SENATE. 

May  17.  Mr.  Wright  presented  a memorial  from 
a large  number  of  merchants  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  praying  such  an  alteration  of  the  revenue 
laws  as  to  allow  a drawback  on  foreign  coal  ex- 
ported for  consumption  in  steam-vessels.  Refer- 
red. 

The  following  resolution,  offered  by  Mr.  Allen  on 
Tuesday  last,  was  taken  up: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia  procure  and  report  fothe'senate  state- 
ments of  the  condition  of  the  several  bank  in  the 
District  of  Columbia  that  have  applied  for  an  ex- 


tension of  their  charters,  in  regard  to  the  luiiuwmg 
pai  liculars: 

1.  The  name  of  the  officers  and  directors  of  the 
banks,  the  amount  of  stock  owned  by  each,  and 
the  debts  due  from  each  to  the  banks  respectively, 
discriminating  between  the  executive,  legislative, 
and  judicial  officers  of  the  government  among  them 
and  also  between  residents  and  non-residents. 

2.  The  stocholders  of  the  banks  respectively, 
the  amount  of  stockowned  by  each,  and  of  the  debt 
due  from  each,  discriminating  a3  above. 

3.  The  debtors  to  the  banks  respectively,  and 
the  amount  due  from  each,  discriminating  as  above. 

4.  The  number  of  suits  that  the  banks  respective- 
ly have  instituted  against  their  debtors  since  the 
suspension  of  specie  payments,  and  the  amount  due 
from  each,  discriminating  as  above. 

Mr.  Roane,  with  a view  to  prevent  the  delay  of 
the  bill  wnich  the  passage  of  this  resolution  would 
require,  and  also  to  prevent  what  he  deemed  a call 
for  improper  information,  moved  to  lay  the  resolu- 
tion on  the  table. 

This  motion  not  being  debatable,  and  Mr.  Allen 
having  failed  in  a request  that  the  motion  should  be 
withdrawn  to  allow  him  to  make  a few  remarks,  he 
called  lor  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered, 
and  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  negatived — 
Ayes  17,  noes  18. 

Mr.  Allen  then  said  it  was  not  his  intention  to  en- 
ter into  any  discussion  of  the  merits  ol  the  question 
at  that  time,  but  merely  to  respond  to  an  observa- 
tion of  the  honorable  chairman,  who  had  asserted 
that  much  of  the  information  sought  for  by  the  re- 
solution was  already  in  possession  of  the  senate. 
If  such  W'ere  the  fact,  he  was  not  aware  of  it.  Mr. 
A.  thought  it  was  an  anomaly  in  American  legisla- 
tion to  undertake  to  charter  awdiole  forest  of  banks 
while  they  were  acting  in  open  violation  of  the 
public  law  of  the  land,  and  to  seek  to  do  it  without 
any  investigation  into  their  present  condition  or 
prior  conduct.  Congress  was  asked  to  set  a moral 
example,  by  rewarding  the  violators  of  the  law,  for 
such  in  fact  would  be  the  consequence  of  a renew- 
al of  these  charters  for  twenty  years  on  the  terms 
set  forth  in  the  bill.  When  Congress  proposed  to 
inquire  into  the  conduct  of  these  institutions  on 
prior  occasions,  we  were  told  that  was  a matter  en- 
tirely immaterial;  “that  the  people  of  this  District 
demanded  their  recharter.”  If  this  were  so,  where 
were  the  petitions  to  that  effect?  It  had  been  stated 
that  these  banks  were  indispensable  to  the  business 
concerns  of  this  District,  to  the  wants  of  the  people; 
and  when  a resolution  -was  offered  inquiring  into 
the  facts,  it  was  sought  to  be  strangled  in  its  birth. 
Mr.  A wished  to  see  whether  these  banks  were  for 
the  benefit  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  or  for  the 
people  ofotherstates  and  territories.  lie  had  been 
told  the  people  here  were  the  smallest  participants. 
It  we^  said  there  was  more  poverty  and  want  in 
these  ten  miles  square  than  in  any  part  of  this 
country.  If  so,  how  happened  it  to  be  where  there 
are  the  greatest  number  of  these  banks?  It  had 
been  sard  that  we  propose  an  inquiry  into  the  pri- 
vate affairs  of  the  banks?  These  institutions  were 
emanations  from  public  law',  and  the  people  had  a 
right  to  know  all  that  related  to  them.  When  they 
were  asking  for  their  charters,  they  were  public  in- 
stitutions; but  when  once  granted,  they  could  the 
very  next  day  take  shelter  under  the  sanctity  of 
private  concerns.  He  denied  the  right  of  public  in- 
stitutions to  have  any  private  transactions  which 
might  not  be  brought  to  light.  Mr.  A.  was  ignorant 
that  the  information  he  sought  could  effect  public 
men;  but  if  it  did,  he  could  not  help  that.  He  did 
not  know  a public  man  that  owed  the  first  dollar  to 
any  bank  in  the  country.  His  object  was  to  guard 
the  whole  community,  by  throw  ing  round  these  in- 
stitutions proper  guards  and  proper  restraints;  and 
he,  for  one,  was  desirous,  of  separating  the  govern- 
ment in  toto  from  all  banks  and  banking  connexion; 
and  he  was  prompted  to  this  by  the  most  solemn 
considerations  that  it  would  be  for  the  benefit  of  the 
country. 

Mr.  A.  then  went  into  the  subject  at  some  length, 
to  show  that  on  another  occasion  a resolution  had 
passed  the  senate  making  inquiry  into  the  conduct 
of  a public  man  in  connexion  with  banks,  (a  late 
secretary  of  the  treasury,)  which  had  been  passed 
without  dissenting  a voice.  Mr.  A.  alluded  to  Mr. 
Taney,  and  the  triumphant  manner  in  which  that 
pure,  but  persecuted,  statesman  had  vindicated  his 
public  and  private  conduct  fiorn  all  aspersion. 

Mr.  A . read  from  the  minutes  of  the  bank  of  the 
Metropolis  a resolution  which  had  passed  the  board, 
at  which  a judge  of  the  supreme  court  was  a di lec- 
tor, declaring  all  transactions  of  the  board  confi- 
dential on  the  part  of  the  directors  and  officers  of 
the  bank.  Here,  then,  was  a bank  with  a high 
public  functionary  in  its  direction,  passing  a by  law 
to  secrete  their  transactions  from  the  public  eye; 
and  was  this  to  be  tolerated,  the  people  to  remain 
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in  ignorance,  and  at  last,  in  all  probability  made 
to  sutler  losses  from  the  very  acts  of  the  institution? 

Mr.  A.  cited  also  the  stoppage  of  the  Bank  of 
Washington  on  a certain  occasion  when  a draft  had 
been  presented  for  20,000  dollars,  during  the  prior 
panic,  and  commented,  with  much  severity,  on  the 
business.  He  concluded  by  expressing  a hope  that 
there  would  be  no  objection  to  the  passage  of  the 
resolution,  and  maintained  there  was  sufficient  justi- 
fication to  be  found  in  the  very  document  he  had 
quoted,  which  had  been  signed  by  the  president  of 
the  Bank  of  tile  Metropolis. 

Mr.  Sevier  said  that  for  the  last  ten  years  no  sub- 
ject in  this  country,  so  far  ns  his  knowledge  extend- 
ed, had  been  so  completely  exhausted  in  the  way 
of  argument,  and  want  of  argument,  by  politicians, 
by  editors,  by  smatterers,  and  by  party  hacks,  as 
the  everlasting  topic  of  banks  and  their  abuses. 
The  senate,  I think,  (said  Mr.  S.)  will  bear  me 
witness,  that  for  that  length  of  time,  at  least,  the 
public  have  been  permitted  to  think  of  but  little  of 
any  thing  else.  Sir,  it  has  been  a bank  fight  all 
the  time.  Having  arraigned,  tried,  convicted,  and 
hung  by  the  neck,  as  a felon,  the  Bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  and  having  no  other  Caesar  to  encounter, 
we  are  now  to  be  led,  it  seems,  into  a crusade 
against  the  local  banks  of  this  District.  Yes,  sir, 
upon  the  question  of  rechartering  a half  a dozen 
banks  in  this  District,  with  a capital  of  about  a mil- 
lion and  a half  of  dollars,  it  seems  that  we  are  to 
have  a full  discussion  upon  the  policy  of  banking; 
that  we  are  to  be  entertained  with  violent  ha- 
rangues about  bank  gods  and  bank  monsters, and  bri- 
bery and  corruption  in  the  members  of  congress. 
These  are  the  “raw-heads-and-bloody  bones,”  the 
windmills  that  we  have  to  encounter;  and  for  what 
purpose?  We  are  to  reject  the  applications  lor 
charters,  it  is  said,  or  encumber  them  with  such 
onerous  conditions  that  the  stockholders  will  not 
accept  of  them,  in  order,  as  we  have  been  told,  that 
we  may  give  the  states  a salutary  lesson  upon  the 
subject  of  banking.  It  is  desirable,  it  is  said,  to 
make  these  charters  a model,  an  example  for  the 
states  to  follow.  J3.  model!  an  example  for  the 
states  to  follow!  Sir,  have  any  of  the  states  solicit- 
ed our  opinions  upon  this  subject?  Have  any  of 
them  asksd  ns  for  models  or  for  examples  for  them  to 
follow?  Have  they  asked  us  to  think  for  them?  to 
revise,  criticise,  and  condemn  their  legislation? 
No,  sir;  they  have  asked  no  such  things  at  our 
hands.  They  want  none  of  ouradvice;  for  many  of 
them  think  that  we  have  already  usurped  many  pre- 
rogatives rightfully  belonging  to  them:  and,  in  my 
opinion,  they  are  not  disposed  to  submit  quietly  to 
any  further  encroachments  upon  their  sovereignty 
by  us.  It  is  possible  that  some  of  the  states  may 
be  so  confiding,  so  tame,  and  submissive,  as  to  follow' 
implicitly  the  advice  and  orders  promulgated  by 
their  senators  from  this  chamber.  But  I, think 
that  I can  answer  for  one  little  gallant  state,  who 
carries  the  game-cock,  among  other  devices,  upon 
her  coat  of  arms,  that  she  will  never  submit  to  any 
such  arrogance  or  ursurpation;  she  will  never  so  far 
degrade  herself  as  to  permit  her  senators,  with  im- 
punity, to  criticise,  revise,  or  condemn  her  legisla- 
tion. She  wants  no  advice,  or  models  or  examples 
from  her  servants.  She  herself  will  judge  of  the 
propriety  of  her  own  legislative  action.  Admit 
that  the  states  have  acted  indiscreetly,  does  it  be- 
come us,  who  are  their  creatures,  to  taunt  them  for 
their  misfortunes,  or  chide  them  for  their  want  of 
wisdom?  No,  sir;  I,  for  one,  am  for  shaping  my 
ligislation  here  to  correspond  to  the  opinions  arid 
wishes  of  my  stale,  so  far  as  I understand  them.  I 
am  not  for  scalping  and  tomahawking  the  local  bank- 
ing institutions.  On  the  contrary,  1 am  for  fostering 
and  protecting  them  as  far  as  a generous,  liberal  po- 
licy may  dictate.  I do  this  that  the  states  may  ful- 
ly understand  that  we  are  not  only  not  hostile,  but 
are  friendly,  to  their  banking  institutions.  I do 
this,  sir,  to  heal  the  breaches  that  have  been  made 
in  our  party  ranks;  to  regain  our  lost  confidence  in 
the  public  estimation;  and,  more  than  all,  as  I be- 
lieve the  true  policy  and  interest  of  the  country  de- 
pend upon  it,  I do  this  to  preserve  the  ascendancy 
of  the  democracy  of  the  country.  I believe,  sir, 
that  the  false  impression  in  the  public  mind,  that 
we  are  hostile  to  the  local  banks,  has  been  mainly' 
the  cause  of  our  late  political  disasters.  We  have  been 
beaten  in  nearly  every  quarter.  Whole  states  have 
left  us.  And,  if  this  false  impression  is  still  enter- 
tained, I consider  that  we  have  witnessed,  not  the 
end  but  the  beginning  of  our  defeats.  These  are 
my  impressions;  good  of  course,  only  for  what  they 
are  worth.  To  see  our  party  once  more  united,  to 
see  them  again  victorious,  I am  prepared  to  make 
any  sacrifice  short  of  principle,  of  duty,  and  of 
honor. 

The  senator  from  Ohio  has  introduced  his  string 
of  resolutions,  which  I am  now  considering,  with 
the  double  view  of  destroying  the  banks,  and  of 


| proving  that  the  friends  of  these  institutions  have 
been  bribed  into  their  support  of  them.  Yes,  sir, 
bribed! — bribed  into  their  support  of  them.  He 
wishes  to  conceal  from  the  people  his  unconquerable 
hostility  to  these  banks,  and  his  efforts  for  their  de- 
struction, by  artfully  raising  a hue  and  cry  against 
members  of  congress  and  officers  of  the  govern- 
ment. He  seems  to  take  it  for  granted  that  no  man 
can  vote  lor  a bank  charter  without  a bribe.  He 
seems  to  think  that  patriotism,  that  disinterested  ac- 
tion, upon  such  a subject,  is  a mere  gull-trap,  a pop- 
ular calch,  a ghost  story,  that  may  serve  the  valuable 
purpose  of  amusing  old  women  and  quieting  little 
children.  For  myself,  sir,  I have  no  confidence  in 
such  unjust,  ungenerous,  and  foul  suspicions.  I en- 
tertain a more  exalted  opinion  of  my  associates  in 
this  body;  and,  if  I wished  to  be  personal,  which  I 
do  not,  i should  remind  the  honorable  senator  of  the 
old  adage,  that  those  who  charge  others  with  a want 
of  virtue  are  almost  invariably  destitute  of  that  com- 
modity themselves.  Sir,  members  of  congress 
bribed!  1 detest  such  unfounded,  stale,  and  hypo- 
critical insinuations;  which  every  honorable  man 
has,  but  to  hear  to  disbelieve  and  condemn.  If  the 
senator  knows  of  any  senator  who  has  received  a 
bribe,  let  him  rise  in  his  place  and  point  his  finger  at 
the  man,  and  not,  by  a sweeping,  general  insinua- 
tion, cast  censure  upon  the  whole  body  of  which  he 
is  a member.  Let  us  have  no  general  warrants  or 
indefinite  charges.  Suppose  it  should  turn  out  that 
a member  ol  Congress  had  borrowed  or  owes  a bank, 
does  it  follow  that  to  be  in  debt  to  such  an  institu- 
tion is  a crime?  Is  it  a crying  sin  to  be  in  debt?  If 
it  is  an  evidence  of  corruption,  there  are  a great 
many  corrupt  sinners  in  our  country.  Whole  states, 
even  general  governments,  upon  this  principle,  are 
corrupt  and  bribed  communities;  and  Ohio  among 
them.  II  the  senator  is  for  denouncing  those  who 
may  happen  to  be  in  debt,  let  him  take  the  bull  by 
the  horns,  and  denounce  his  own  state;  for  Ohio  is  a 
debtor.  1 met  her  agents,  a few  weeks  ago,  in  Wall 
street,  New  York,  where  I had  gone  on  the  same 
business  for  my  own  state,  negotiating  a loan  for 
some  millions,  and  with  whom,  Mr.  President,  do 
you  suppose  they  negotiated  their  loan  ? They  sold 
their  state  bonds  to  Prime,  Ward  and  King,  the 
money  caterers  foi  the  Bank  of  England.  Yes,  sir, 
will]  the  lords  and  ladies  of  Great  Britain;  the  same 
from  whom  Mr.  Nicholas  Biddle  obtains  his  loans  to 
feed  and  fatten  his  monster.  Is  there  any  thing  cor- 
rupt  in  this, — in  borrowing  money  of  a foreign 
bank?  Or  will  the  senator  attempt  to  justify  it,  upon 
the  ground  that  it  is  roguery  and  murder  for  an  in- 
dividual to  steal  from  or  kill  another,  but  it  is  fa- 
mous, brave,  and  heroic,  if  a nation  or  state  murders 
thousands  and  robs  a kingdom?  It  must  be  justified 
upon  this  principle,  if  upon  any.  Sir,  I consider  it 
no  crime  for  either  a state,  a government,  or  citizen, 
who  forms  a part  of  a state  or  government,  to  bor- 
row. money  of  banks,  or  from  any  other  quarter. 
Banks,  like  merchants,  have  their  customers,  and 
they  will  deal  w ith  them  as  long  as  it  is  their  in- 
terest to  do  so,  and  no  longer. 

Sir,  many  gentleman  oppose  banks  on  constitu- 
tional grounds.  Those  who  hold  these  opinions  I 
respect,  and,  confined  to  a certain  description  of 
banks,  I am  with  Ihem  in  opinion.  Their  opposi- 
tion is  of  a high  and  manly  character,  and  elicits 
respect  from  every  quarter.  Others,  not  entertain- 
ing constitutional  scruples,  oppose  banks  because 
they  are  so  wealthy  that  they  require  no  aid  from 
them.  They  are  disposed  to  turn  shavers  or  bro- 
kers themselves,  and  monopolize  the  trade  in  money 
at  usurious  interest.  The  banks  are  in  their  wav, 
and  hence  their  opposition.  And  to  those  may  be 
added  another  class,  who  are  opposed  to  banks. 
These  are  those  who  have  neither -property,  indus- 
try, nor  character,  and,  on  these  accounts,  are  unable 
to  effect  a loan  of  a bank;  and  hence  they  are  found 
cursing  banks,  morning,  noon  and  night.  And  if 
we  will  look  over  the  country,  we  shall  find  that  this 
latter  class  frequently  make  up  a considerable  por- 
tion of  the  anti-bank  forces.  There  are  others,  I 
know,  belonging  to  neither  of  these  classes,  who 
are  against  banks  upon  principle;  they  believe  bank- 
ing to  be  wrong;  and  yet  we  often  find  that  it  so  hap- 
pens that  some  of  them  find  it  convenient  sometimes 
to  borrow  small  sums,  for  short  periods,  from  banks. 
Are  they  corrupt? 

Mr.  President,  when  I came  to  my  seat  in  the  sen- 
ate this  morning,  I had  no  idea  of  making  a speech. 

I voted  to  lay  the  resolution  upon  the  table,  and  shall 
vote  against  it  on  its  passage.  I have  troubled  the 
senate  longer  than  I had  expected.  But  when  I 
heard  the  resolution  read,  and  heard  the  senator’s 
speech,  1 thought  it  my  duty  to  rise  in  my  place  and 
enter  my  protest  against  the  inquisition  it  proposes. 

Mr.  Hubbard , in  reply  also  to  some  of  the  remarks 
of  Mr.  Alien,  repelled  the  idea  that  it  was  criminal 
for  a member  of  congress  to  owe  a bank,  or  that  it 
disqualified  him  in  any  way  from  voting  in  relation 


to  banks.  Borrowing  money  from  a bank  was  a fa- 
vor done  to  the  bank  itself,  and  was  so  regarded.  He 
also  urged  Mr.  Allen  to  be  specified  in  his  charges 
of  corruption,  if  he  actually  knew  any  thing  of  such 
corruption. 

Mr.  Roane  also  urged  the  specific  exposure  of 
corruption  or  bribery,  if  there  was  any  truth  in  the 
charge.  He  also  argued  that  the  fact  of  having 
borrowed  money  of  a-  bank  could  not  properly,  be 
regarded  as  a disqualification  to  vote  in  relation  to 
such  bank. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  in  reply  to  an  allusion  of 
Mr.  Allen  to  a resolution  of  inquiry  formerly  offered 
by  Mr.  C.,  in  regard  to  Mr.  Taney  being  a stock- 
holder in  the  Union  Bank  of  Baltimore,  said  that 
the  object  of  that  resolution  was  entirely  different 
from  that  of  the  resolution  of  Mr.  A.  The  fact  of 
being  a stockholder-  was  not  regarded  at  all  as  a mat- 
ter of  secrecy;  but,  by  common  consent,  a veil  had 
ever  been  thrown  over  the  relations  of  debtors  to 
banks;  which  veil,  Mr.  C.  argued,  it  would  be  en- 
tirely improper  to  break  through  in  the  manner  pro- 
posed by  this  resolution;  though  Mr.  C.  thought,  and 
he  argued  accordingly,  that  it  would  be  much  better 
if  banks  should  be  chartered  under  the  condition 
that  they  should  make  known  the  state  of  the  private 
affairs  of  all  their,  debtors;  and  the  chief  reason  for 
this  was,  that,  according  to  the  present  state  of 
things,  the  banks  got  all  the  property  of  their  bank- 
rupt deblors,  to  the  exclusion  of  other  creditors. 
Mr.  C.  w'ould  vote  against  the  resolution,  not  be- 
cause he  had  any  apprehension  of  the  exposure  of 
his  own  private  affairs,  or  those  of  any  of  his  friends, 
.but  because  it  would  be  doing  violence  to  a custom 
which  time  had  established, 

Mr.  Tipton  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  ta- 
ble; which  motion  prevailed  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Buchanan,  Clay,  of  Ala.,  Clay, 
of  Ky  , Clayton,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Davis,  Ful- 
ton, Grundy,  Hubbard,  King,  Knight,  Merrick, 
Morris,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Roane, 
Robbins,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Inda.,  Spence, 
Strange,  Swift,  Tallinadge,  Tipton,  Trotter,  Web- 
ster, Young — 31. 

NAYS- — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Calhoun, 
Lumpkin,  McKean,  Niles,  Robinson,  Smith,  of 
Conn.,  Wright- — 10. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  re-issue  of  the  $10,000,- 
000  of  treasury  notes  was  received  from  the  house, 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  fi- 
nance. 

Mr.  Wright  subsequently  reported  this  bill  from 
the  committee  without  amendment,  and  gave  notice 
that  he  should  ask  for  its  consideration  to-rnorrow 
morning,  immediately  after  the  reading  of  the  jour- 
nal. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  continue  the  corporate  existence  of  the  banks  in 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Benton  took  this  opportunity  to  correct  an 
error  into  which  lfe  had  been  led,  in  making,  in  the. 
course  of  the  debate  on  this  bill,  certain  charges 
against  Mr.  Sernmes,  of  Georgetowm,  and  also 
against  another  individual  in  Georgetown,  who  had 
purchased  $'15,000  worth  of  stock  from  a widow,  in 
the  Farmers  and  Mechanics’  Bank,  whicn  charges 
Mr.  B.  was  understood  full}' and  totally  to  retract. 

Mr.  Davis  also,  in  the  course  of  the  subsequent 
debate,  explained  a former  remark  of  his  which  had 
been  misconstrued  as  derogatory  to  the  Bank  ot 
Washington,  [misconstrued,  as  the  reporter  freely 
testifies,]  and  proceeded  to  state  again,  as  he  had 
done  before,  that,  by  resuming  specie  payments  at 
the  time  they  did,  that  or  any  other  bank  must  have 
rendered  it  impossible  to  keep  many  of  t heir  bills  in 
circulation.  Mr  D.  also  stared  a variety  of  facts 
within  his  knowledge,  which  he  deemed  highly  hon- 
orable to  the  Bank  of  Washington. 

The  question  being  on  Mr.  Buchanan’s  amend- 
ment to  this  bill,  requiring  the  banks  to  retain  an 
amount  of  specie  equal  to  one-fourth  of  the  amount 
of  their  private  deposites,  excluding  special  deposiies, 
as  well  as  of  their  circulation,  the  amendment  was 
advocated  by  Mr.  Buchanan,  and  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Cuthbert,  Preston,  Crittenden,  Davis,  and  Hubbard, 
and  the  amendment  was  lost,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchan- 
an, Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Grundy, 
King,  Lumpkin,  McKean,  Morris,  Mouton,  Niles, 
Pierce,  Robinson,  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Strange, 
Wright — 19. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayfcn, 
Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Davis,  Hubbard,  Knight, 
Merrick,  Nicholas,  Norvell,  Preston,  Roane,  Rob- 
bins, Sevier,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Spence,  Swift,  Tall- 
mndge,  Tipton,  Trotter,  Webster — 21. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hubbard,  the  proportion  of  the 
specie  to  the  circulation  of  the  banks  was  increased 
from  one-fourth  to  one-third,  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchan- 
an, Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Ala.,  Clay,  of  Ky.,  Cuthbert, 
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Davis,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  King,  Knight,  I 
Lumpkin,  McKean,  Merrick,  Morris,  Mouton, 
Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Preston,  Robinson, 
Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Strange,  Swift,  Trotter, 
Webster,  Wright,  Young — 32. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Roane, 
Robbins,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Spence, 
Talhnadge,  Tipton — 10. 

Mr.  Niles  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by . requiring 
that  the  presidents  and  directors  of  the  banks  who 
should  fail  in  complying  with  the  requisitions  of  the 
bill  as  to  the  amount  of  specie  required  to  be  re- 
tained, should  be  made  personal!}'  liable  to  the 
amount  of  all  their  private  property,  not  only  to  the 
amount  of  the  loss  arising  from  such  failure,  as  al- 
ready required  by  the  bill,  but  also  to  the  amount  of 
all  losses  which  should  be  incurred  on  any  account 
on  the  winding  up  of  the  affairs  of  the  banks  re- 
spectively. 

This  amendment  was  advocated  by  Mr.  Niles  and 
Clay,  of  Ala.,  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Roane,  Tall- 
madge,  Grundy,  Webster,  and  Hubbard;  and  before 
the  vote  was  taken  upon  it, 

The  senate  adjourned. 

May  18.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  the  senate  then 
took  up  the  bill  “to  authorize  the  issuingoftrea.su- 
ry  notes  to  meet  the  current  expenses  of  the  gov- 
ernment.” 

On  this  bill  a debate  arose,  (to  be  given  hereaf- 
ter,) in  which  Messrs.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Wright, 
Webster,  Calhoun,  Preston,  Crittenden,  Brown,  Tall- 
madge,  and  Benton,  participated.  In  the  course  of 
the  debate  Mr.  Webster  offered  a proviso  to  the  bill 
limiting  the  amount  of  treasury  notes  to  be  issued, 
under  its  provisions,  to  $2,000,000.  He  was  will- 
ing to  authorize  an  amount  sufficient  for  the  imme- 
diate wants  of  the  government,  but  no  more. 

Mr.  Preston  also  sent  to  the  chair  an  aditional 
section  to  the  bill,  which  he  proposed  to  offer  at 
the  proper  time,  in  the  following  words: 

Andbe  it further  enacted,  That  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  make  requisi- 
tions upon  the  states  according  to  the  privisions  of  the 
act  of  23d  June,  1836,  for  such  sums  as  the  expenses  of 
government  may  require. 

Mr.  Webster  (Mr.  Wright,  in  the  course  of  the 
debate,  having  specified  some  large  and  immediate 
demand  on  the  treasury)  modified  his  amendment 
so  as  to  extend  the  limit  of  treasury  notes,  to  be  is- 
sued under  the  bill,  to  $4,000,000. 

This  amendmement  was  lost  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton, 
Crittenden,  Davis,  Knight,  McKean,  Merrick, 
Preston,  Robbins,  Ruggles,  Smith,  of  Indiana, 
’Spence,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Webster,  White — ]G. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Alien,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  King, 
Linn,  Lumpkin,  Morris,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Niles, 
Norvell,  Pierce,  Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith,  of 
Connecticut,  Strange,  Trotter,  Williams,  Wright, 
Y oung — 26. 

Mr.  Preston  did  not  offer  his  amendment,  be- 
cause, as  he  was  understood,  he  believed  it  w-ould 
not  be  acceptable  to  a majority  of  the  senate. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a third  reading  by 
the  following  vote: 

YEAS — -Messrs.  Allen,  ;Brown,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Grundy, 
Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Morris,  Mouton, 
Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Roan.e,  Robinson, 
Sevier,  Smith,  ot  Connecticut,  Strange,  Trotter, 
Williams,  Wright,  Young— 27. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton, 
Crittenden,  Davis,  McKean,  Merrick,  Preston, 
Robbins,  Spence,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Webster, 
White— 13. 

The  bill  was  then,  by  consent,  read  a third  time 
and  passed;  and 

The  senate  adjourned  till. Monday. 

May  21.  The  Vice  President  communicated  from 
the  treasury  department  the  annual  statements  of 
the  commerce  and  navigation  of  the  United  States 
with  foreign  countries  for  1837.  Laid  cn  the  table, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed,  with  the  usual  number 
of  extra  copies,  (unnamed.) 

After  several  petitions  had  been  presented, 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  rose,  and  stated  that  he 
wished  to  present  a petition  confided  to  his  care, 
signed  by  a number  of  persons,  praying  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  a bank  of  the  United  States.  It 
was  similar  to  several  other  petitions  which  had 
been  presented  to  the  senate,  or  to  the  house,  dur- 
ing the  present  session,  praying  for  the  same  object. 
They  alford  evidence  of  a deep  and  returning  con- 
viction, among  the  people,  of  the  utility  of  such 
an  institution. 

Whilst  I am  up,  (continued  Mr.  C.)  with  the 
permission  of  the  senate,  I beg  leave  to  submit  a 
few  observations  upon  this  subject.  There  is  rea- 
son to  believe  that  much  honest  misconception  and 
some  misrepresentation  prevail  in  regard  to  it, 


which  I wish  to  correct.  It  had  been  supposed 
that  those  who  are  desirous  of  seeing  a bank  of  the 
United  States  established  are  anxious  that  a char- 
ter should  be  granted  to  an  existing  state  institu- 
tion, which  has  an  eminent  individual  at  its  head, 
and  that  this  was  the  sole  object  of  all  their  exer- 
tions. Now  I wish,  for  one,  to  say,  that  I have  no 
such  purpose  in  view.  I entertain  for  that  gentle- 
man very  high  respect.  I believe  him  uncommon- 
ly able,  profoundly  skilled  in  finance,  and  truly  pa- 
triotic. There  is  but  one  other  person,  connected 
with  the  banking  institutions  of  the  country,  in 
whose  administration  of  a batik  of  the  United  States 
I should  have  equal  confide’. ce  with  Mr.  Biddle, 
and  that  is  Albert  Gallatin,  who,  I am  glad  to  learn, 
at  an  advanced  age,  retains,  in  full  vigor,  the  facul- 
ties of  his  extraordinary  mind.  There  may  be 
other  citizens  equally  competent  with  those  two 
gentlemen,  but  I do  not  know  them,  or  am  not  ac- 
quainted with  their  particular  qualifications. 

But  it  is  not  for  any  existing  state  bank,  or  any 
particular  individual  at  its  head,  that  I am  contend- 
ing. I believe  the  establishment  of  a bank  of  the 
United  States  is  required  by  the  common  good  of 
the  whole  country;  anil  although  I might  be  will- 
ing, if  it  were  practicable,  to  adopt  an  existing 
bank  as  the  basis  of  such  an  institution,  under  all 
circumstances,  I think  it  most  expedient  that  anew 
bank,  with  power  to  establish  branches,  be  created 
and  chartered  under  the  authority  of  congress.  My 
friends  (as  far  I know  their  opinions)  and  I are  not 
particularly  attached  to  this  or  that  individual,  to 
this  or  that  existing  bank,  but  to  principles,  to  the 
thing  itself,  to  the  institution,  to  a well-organized 
bank  of  the  United  States,  under  the  salutary  ope- 
tion  of  which  the  business  of  the  country  had  so 
greatly  prospered,  and  we  had  every  reason  to  hope 
would  again  revive  and  prosper.  And,  presuming 
upon  the  indulgence  of  the  senate,  I will  now  take 
the  liberty  to  suggest,  for  public  consideration, 
some  of  those  suitable  conditions  and  restrictions 
under  which  it  appears  to  me  that  it  would  be  de- 
sirable to  establish  a new  bank. 

1.  The  capital  not  to  be  extravagantly  large,  but, 
at  the  same  time,  amply  sufficient  to  enable  it  to 
perform  the  needful  financial  duties  for  the  govern- 
ment; to  supply  a general  currency  of  uniform  va- 
lue throughout  the  union;  and  to  facilitate,  as  nigh 
as  practicable,  the  equalization  of  domestic  ex- 
change. I suppose  that  about  fifty  millions  would 
answer  all  those  purposes.  The  stock  might  be 
divided  between  the  general  government  and  the 
states,  according  to  their  federal  population,  and  in- 
dividual subscribers.  The  portion  assigned  to  the 
latter  to  be  distributed  at  auction  or  by  private  sub- 
scription. 

2.  The  corporation,  in  the  spirit  of  a resolution 
recently  adopted  by  the  general  assembly  of  the 
state,  one  ol  whose  senators  I have  the  honor  to  be, 
to  receive  such  an  organization  as  to  blend,  in  fair 
proportions,  public  and  private  control,  and  com- 
bining public  and  private  interests.  And,  in  order 
to  exclude  the  possibility  of  the  exercise  of  all  fo- 
reign influence,  non-resident  foreigners  to  be  prohi- 
bited not  only  from  any  share  in  the  administration 
of  the  corporation,  but  from  holding,  directly  or  in- 
directly,, any  portion  of  its  stock.  Although  I do 
not  myself  think  this  latter  restriction  necessary,  I 
would  make  it,  in  deference  to  honest  prejudices, 
sincerely  entertained,  and  which  no  praclical 
statesman  ought  entirely  to  disregard.  The  bank 
would  thus  be,  in  its  origin,  and  continue,  through- 
out its  whole  existence,  a genuine  American  insti- 
tution. 

3.  An  adequate  portion  of  the  capital  to  be  set 
apart  in  productive  stocks,  and  placed  in  permanent 
security,  beyond  the  reach  oT  the  corporation  (with 
the  exception  of  the  accruing  profits  on  those 
stocks,)  sufficient  to  pay  promptly,  in  any  contin- 
gency, the  amount  of  ail  such  paper,  under  what- 
ever form,  that  the  bank  shall  put  forth  as  a part  of 
the  general  circulation.  The  bill  or  note  holders, 
in  other  words,  the  mass  of  the  community,  ought 
to  be  protected  against  the  possibility  of  the  failure 
or  the  suspension  of  a bank.  The  supply  of  the 
circulating  medium  of  a country  is  that  faculty  of  a 
bank,  the  propriety  of  the  exercise  of  which  may 
be  most  controverted.  The  dealings  with  a bank, 
of  those  who  obtain  discounts,  or  make  deposites, 
are  voluntary  and  mutually  advantageous,  and  they 
are  comparatively  few  in  number.  But  the  reception 
of  what  is  issued  and  used  as  a part  of  the  circulat- 
ing medium  of  the  country  is  scarcely  a voluntary- 
act,  and  thousands  take  it  who  have  no  other  con- 
cern whatever  with  the  bank.  The  many  ought  to 
be  guarded  and  secured  by  the  care  of  the  legisla- 
tive authority;  the  vigilance  of  the  few'  will  secure 
them  against  loss.  I think  this  provision  is  a desi- 
deratum in  our  American  banking,  and  the  credit  of 
first  embodying  it  in  a legislative  act  is  due  to  the 
state  of  Now  York. 


4.  Perfect  publicitly  as  to  the  state  of  the  bank 
at  all  times,  including,  besides  the  usual  heads  of 
information,  the  names  of  every  debtor  to  the  bank, 
whether  as  a drawer,  endorser,  or  surety,  periodical- 
ly exhibited,  and  open  to  public  inspection;  or,  if 
that  should  be  found  inconvenient,  the  right  to  be 
secured  to  any  citizen  to  ascertain  at  the  bank  the 
nature  and  extent  of  the  responsibility  of  any  of  its 
customers.  There  is  no  necessity  to  throw  any 
veil  of  secrecy  around  the  ordinary  transactions  of 
a bank.  Publicity  will  increase  responsibility,  re- 
press favoritism,  insure  the  negotiation  of  good  pa- 
per, and,  when  individual  insolvency  unfortunately 
occurs,  will  deprive  the  bank  of  undue  advantages 
now  enjoyed  by  banks  practically  in  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  effects  of  the  insolvent. 

5.  A limitation  of  the  dividends  so  as  not  to  au- 
thorize more  than  — per  cent,  to  be  struck.  This 
will  check  undue  expansions  in  the  circulating  me- 
dium, and  restrain  improper  extension  of  business 
in  the  administration  of  the  bank. 

6.  A prospective  reduction  in  the  rate  of  interest 
so  as  to  restrict  the  bank  to  six  per  cent,  simply,  or 
if  practicable,  to  only  five  per  cent.  Banks  now  re- 
ceive at  the  rate  of  near  6§  per  cent,  by  demanding 
the  interest  in  advance,  and  by  chargingfor  an  addi- 
tional day.  The  reduction  may  be  effected  by  for- 
bearing to  exact  any  bonus,  or,  w hen  the  profits  are 
likely  to  exceed  the  prescribed  limit  of  the  di- 
vidends, by  requiring  that  the  rate  of  interest 
shall  be  so  lowered  as  that  they  shall  not  pass  that 
limit. 

7.  A restriction  upon  the  premium  demanded 
upon  post  notes  and  checks  used  for  remittances,  so 
that  the  maximum  should  not  be  more  than,  say, 
one  and  a half  per  cent,  between  any  two,  the  re- 
motest points  in  the  union.  Although  it  may  not  be 
practicable  to  regulate  foreign  exchange,  depend- 
ing as  it  does  upon  commercial  causes  not  w'ithin 
the  control  of  any  one  government,  I think  that  it 
is  otherwise  with  regard  to  domestic  exchange. 

8.  Every  practicable  provision  against  the  exer- 
cise of  improper  influence,  on  the  part  of  the  exe- 
cutiva,upon  the  bank,  on  the  part  of  the  bank  upon 
the  elections  of  the  country.  The  late  Bank  of  the 
United  States  has  been,  I believe,  most  unjustly 
charged  with  interference  in  the  popular  elections. 
There  is,  among  the  public  documents,  evidence  of 
its  having  scrupulously  abstained  from  such  inter- 
ference. It  never  did  more  than  to  exercise  the 
the  natural  right  of  self-defence  by  publishing  such 
reports,  speeches,  and  docu  ments  as  tended  to  place 
the  institution  and  its  administration  in  a fair  point 
of  view-  before  the  public.  But  the  people  enter- 
tain a just  jealousy  against  the  danger  of  any  inter- 
ference of  .a  bank  with  the  elections  ol  the  country, 
and  every  precaution  ought  to  be  taken  strictly  to 
guard  against  it. 

This  is  a brief  outline  of  such  a new  bank  of  the 
United  States  as  I think,  if  established,  would 
greatly  conduce  to  the  prosperity  of  the  country. 
Perhaps,  on  full  discussion  and  consideration,  some 
ol  the  conditions  which  I have  suggested  might  not 
be  deemed  expedient,  or  mightrequire  modification, 
and  important  additional  ones  may  be  proposed  by- 
others. 

I will  only  say  a word  or  two  on  the  constitu- 
tional power.  I think  that  it  ought  no  longer  to  be 
regarded  as  an  open  question.  There  ought  to  be 
some  bounds  to  human  controversy.  Stability  is  a 
necessary  want  of  society.  Among  those  who  deny 
the  power,  there  are  many  who  admit  the  benefits 
of  a. bank  of  the  United  States.  Four  times,  and 
under  the  sway  of  all  the  political  parties,  have 
congress  deliberately  affirmed  its  existence.  Every 
department  ol'  the  government  has  again  and  again 
asserted  it.  Forty  years  ot  acquiescence  by  the 
people;  uniformity  every  w-here  in  the  value  of  the 
currency;  facility  and  economy  in  domestic  ex- 
change, and  unexampled  prosperity  in  the  general 
business  of  the  country,  with  a bank  of  the  United 
States;  and,  without  it,  wild  disorder  in  the  curren- 
cy, ruinous  irregularity  in  domestic  exchange,  and 
general  prostration  in  the  commerce  and  business  of 
the  nation  would  seem  to  put  the  question  at  rest,  if 
it  is  to  be  perpetually  agitated.  The  power  has  been 
sustained  by  Washington,  the  father  of  his  country; 
by  Madison,  the  father  of  the  constitution;  and  by- 
Marshall,  tiie  father  of  the  judiciary.  If  precedents 
are  not  to  be  blindly  followed,  neither  ought  they 
to  be  wantonly  despised.  They  are  the  evidence 
of  truth,  and  the  force  of  the  evidence  is  in  propor- 
tion to  the  integrity,  wisdom,  and  patriotism  of 
those  who  establish  them.  I think  that  on  no  oc- 
casion could  there  be  an  array  of  greater  or  higher 
authority.  For  one,  I hope  to  be  pardoned  for 
yielding  to  it,  in  preference  to  submitting  my  judg- 
ment to  the  opinion  of  those  who  now  deny  the 
power,  however  respectable  they  may  be. 

But,  Mr.  President,  strong  as  my  convictions  are, 
I have  no  intention  of  formally  presenting  any  pro- 
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position  to  establish  a bank  of  the  United  States. 
Composed  as  congress  and  the  executive  now  are, 
it  would  be  an  unnecessary  waste  of  time  to  offer 
such  a proposal.  I should  regret  to  see  a bank  es- 
tablished, unless  it  were  clearly  called  for  by  public 
opinion.  I believe  it  is  now  desired  by  a majority 
of  the  people  of  the  United  States.  But  of  that 
there  does  not  exist  perhaps  any  conclusive  evi- 
dence. Let  us  wait  until  demonstrations  of  their 
will  shall  be  clearly  given;  and  let  us  all  submit, 
and,  for  one  I shall  most  cheerfully,  to  their  deci- 
sion, whatever  it  may  be.  Mr.  C.  moved  that  the 
petition  be  laid  on  the  table. 

A debate  followed,  to  be  given  hereafter,  in 
which  Mr.  Allen , Mr.  Buchanan,  and  Mr.  Clay,  of 
Ky.’  participated. 

The  petition  was  then  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  committee  on  finance,  re- 
ported the  bill  referred  to  them  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  naval  service  for  1S3S,  and  gave  no- 
tice that  he  should  call  it  up  to-morrow  morning, 
at  an  early  hour. 

Mr.  Tipton,  on  leave,  introduced  a bill  to  remove 
the  office  of  the  surveyor  general  for  Ohio,  Indiana, 
Michigan,  and  Wisconsin.  Bead  twice,  and  re- 
ferred. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  continue  the  corporate  existence  of  the  banks  in 
the  District  of  Columbia  for  twenty  years. 

The  question  being  on  Mr.  Niles’  amendment, 
making  the  president  and  directors  of  the  respec- 
tive banks  personally  responsible  for  all  losses  to 
the  community  on  the  winding  up  of  the  banks,  the 
question  was  put,  and  the  amendment  lost  without 
debate,  and  without  a division. 

Air.  Benton  moved,  as  a substitute  for  the  hill,  j 
that  the  respective  charters  should  be  extended  till 
July,  1340,  as  they  now  are,  provided  that  the 
banks,  each  for  itself,  should  comply  with  the  iol- 
lowinsr  conditions: 

1.  That  they  should  cease  receiving  and  paying 

out  of  all  paper  for  currency  of  a less  denomination 
than  five  dollars,  on  or  before  the  promulgation  of 
this  act.  „ 

2.  That  they  should  cease  paying  out  the  notes 
of  other  banks  from  and  after  the  1st  of  October 
next. 

3.  That  they  should  redeem  in  specie  all  their 
notes  of  five  dollars  and  under  from  and  alter  the 
1st  of  August  next. 

4.  That  they  should  redeem  all  their  notes  in  full 
in  specie  from  and  after  the  1st  of  January,  1839. 

Air.  Wright  opposed  this  amendment,  especially 
the  first  clause  of  the  proviso,  on  the  ground  that  it 
tacitly  sanctioned  a practice  which  was  already  un- 
lawful. Mr.  Roane  also  opposed  it,  and  gave  a 
succinct  explanation  and  history  of  the  original 
bill,  expressing  the  hope  that  it  would  be  definitely 
acted  on  to-day. 

The  amendment  was  further  opposed  by  Air. 
Davis,  and  advocated  by  Air.  Benton.  Mr.  Tipton 
spoke  earnestly  in  favor  of  placing  the  people  ol 
the  District  above  the  embarrassing  uncertainty 
with  which  they  had  heretofore  been  agitated  in  re- 
lation to  their  banks.  lie  desired  the  senate  to  de- 
cide promptly  whether  they  would  do  so  or  not;  and, 
with  this  view,  he  should  vote  against  all  amend- 
ments to  this  bill.  Air.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  spoke 
in  favor  of  the  amendment,  and  in  opposition  to  a 
recharter  for  twenty  years,  that  congress  might  re- 
vise the  present  system,  or  make  a better.  Air. 
Noruell  ottered  as  a proviso  to  the  amendment,  that 
the  respective  banks  should  redeem  all  their  notes 
in  gold  and  silver  from  and  after  the  day  when  tins 
act  should  takeeffect — (from  the  4th  of  July  next. ) 

This  amendment  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Ring  and 
Buchanan,  and  then  withdrawn. 

Air  Hubbard  moved  to  strike  out  the  four  clauses 
in  the  proviso  of  Mr.  Benton’s  amendment,  and  in- 
sert a provision  that  the  present  charters  should  be 
extended  during  the  pleasure  of  congress,  being  in 
the  mean  time  subject  to  any  modifications  congress 
might  think  proper  to  make,  and  subject  also  to  a 
repeal,  at  the  discretion  of  congress. 

Mr.  Buchanan  and  Mr.  King  opposed  this  amend- 
ment as  amounting  in  effect  to  a perpetual  charter. 
Mr.  K.  also  earnestly  vindicated  the  banks  from 
the  charge  of  having  acted  in  violation  ot  law,  in 
consideration  that  they  had  stopped  specie  pay- 
ments in  common  with  all  the  banks  oi  the  country, 
and  had  done  all  in  their  power  to  avoid  it.  The 
amendment  was  farther  opposed  by  Air.  Bayard, 
and  advocated  by  Hubbard. 

Air.  Strange  and  Mr.  Benton  opposed  the  amend- 
ment as  one  of  the  most  corrupting  measures  that 
had  ever  been  adopted,  inasmuch  as  it  would  direct- 
ly expose  members  of  congress,  and  even  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  to  bribery  by  the  banks 
of  the  District. 

After  a fe  w remarks  from  Mr.  Bayard,  Mr.  Hub- 
hard  withdrew  his  amendment. 


The  question  now  recurring  on  A'lr.  Benton’s 
amendment,  Mr.  Buchanan  moved  to  modify  it  by  re 
quiring  thatthe  District  banks  should  resume  sooner 
than  the  1st  of  January,  1839,  if  the  principal  banks 
at  Baltimore  and  Richmond  should  sooner  resume. 
Mr.  Benton  accepted  the  modification.  On  mo- 
tion of  Air.  Buchanan,  the  second  clause  of  Air. 
Benton’s  proviso,  relating  to  the  notes  of  other 
banks,  was  stricken  out: 

The  question  was  then  put  on  Mr.  Benton’s  sub- 
stitute for  the  bill,  which  substitute  was  now  in 
precise  words  as  follows: 

Be  it  enacted,  fyc.  That  the  charters  of  the  Union 
Bank  and  of  the  Farmers  and  Mechanics’  Bank  of 
Georgetown,  the  Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  Patriotic 
Bank  of  Washington,  and  Bank  of  Washington,  in 
the  city  of  Washington,  and  the  Farmers’  Bank  of 
Alexandria,  and  Bank  of  Potomac,  in  the  town  of 
Alexandria,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  extended  to 
the  fourth  day  of  July,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred 
and  forty:  provided,  the  said  banks,  each  for  itself, 
shall  conform  to  the  following  conditions: 

1st.  To  cease  receiving  or  paying  out  all  paper  cur- 
rency of  less  denomination  than  five  dollars,  on  or  be- 
fore the  day  of  the  promulgation  of  this  act. 

21.  To  redeem  all  their  notes  of  the  denomination  of 
five  dollars  in  gold  or  silver,  from  and  after  the  first  day 
of  Augustin  the  present  year. 

3d.  To  resume  specie  payments  in  full,  on  or  before 
the  first  day  of  January,  m the  year  one  thaussnd  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-nine,  orsoonerif  theprincipal  banks 
of  Baltimore  and  Richmond  should  sooner  resume 
specie  payments  in  full. 

This  substitute^  for  the  bill  was  adopted  by  the 
following  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Clay,  of  Ala.,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard.  King,  Knight, 

I , Linn,  Lumpkin,  McKean,  Morris,  Mouton,  Niles, 
Pierce,  Robinson,  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Strange, 
Trotter.  Williams,  Wright,  Young — 24. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Clay- 
ton, Crittenden,  Davis,  Merrick,  Nicholas,  Norvell, 
Roane,  Robbins,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Spence,  Tallmadge, 
Tipfon,  Webster — 1G. 

The  bill,  in  this  form,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a third  reading:  Ayes  37,  noes  Messrs.  Norvell  and 
Tipton. 

The  bill  to  extend  the  charter  of  the  Union  Bank 
of  Georgetown,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and 
the  bill  to  revive,  with  amendments,  the  “act  to  in- 
corporate the  Medical  Society  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia.” were  severally  considered,  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

May  22.  After  the  presentation  of  a number  of 
petitions,  the  following  bills  were  severally  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed: 

The  bill  to  continue  the  corporate  existence  of  the 
banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  bill  to  extend  the  charter  of  the  bank  of  Alex- 
andria. 

The  bill  to  extend  the  charter  of  the  Union  Bank 
of  Georgetown. 

And  the  bill  to  revive,  with  amendments,  the 
“ Act  to  incorporate  the  Medical  Society  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia.” 

The  following  message,  from  the  President,  com- 
municating the  subjoined  communication  from  the 
Secretary  of  War,  was  received. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  Slates: 

The  accompanying  copy  of  a communication  ad- 
dressed by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  Cherokee 
delegation  is  submitted  to  Congress,  in  order  that 
such  measures  may  be  adopted  as  are  required  to 
carry  into  effect  the  benevolent  intentions  of  the  go- 
vernment towards  the  Cherokee  nation,  and  which, 
it  is  hoped,  will  induce  them  to  remove  peaceably 
and  contentedly  to  their  new  homes  in  the  west. 

M.  Van  Buren. 

Washington,  May  2!,  1S38. 

War  Department,  May  21,  183S. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  the  ac- 
companying com  muni  cal  ion  addressed  to  the  Chero- 
kee delegation  now  in  this  city,  in  order  that,  if  it 
meet  with  your  approbation,  it  may  be  laid  before 
congress. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  Poinsett, 

Secretary  of  War. 

To  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

To  Messrs.  John  Ross,  Edward.  Gunter,  R.  Taylor, 

James  Brown.  Samuel  Gunier,  Siluwakee,  Elijah 

Hicks,  and  While  Path,  Cherokee  delegation. 

The  undersigned  has  attentively  considered  the 
project  of  a treaty  submitted  by  you,  and,  although 
equally  desirous  with  yourselves  to  satisfy  that 
portion  ol  the  nation  that  still  remain  east  of  the 
Mississippi,  and  to  offer  them  every  inducement  to 
remove  peaceably  and  contentedly  to  their  new 
homes  in  the  west,  and  not  unwilling  to  grant  most 
of  the  terms  proposed  by  you,  still,  where  the 
rights  and  just  expectations  of  sovereign  states  are 
involved,  it  is  deemed  inexpedient,  without  their 


consent,  to  give  to  any  stipulations  which  affect 
them  the  form  of  a solemn  treaty. 

In  the  first  article  you  desire  to  stipulate  and 
agree  that  “the  said  Cherokee  nation,  party  here- 
to, engages  and  stipulates  to  remove  from  all  the 
lands  now  occupied  by  them  eastward  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, and  hereby  renounces  and  relinquishes  to 
the  United  States  all  claims  of  every  description  to 
such  lands;  such  removal  to  be  commenced  at  the 
earliest  convenient  period,  and  to  be  fully  comple- 
ted within  two  years  from  this  date;  to  be  effected 
by  the  Cherokees  themselves  and  by  their  agents, 
and  the  entire  expenses  of  such  removal  to  be  de- 
frayed out  of  the  money  to  be  paid  by  the  United 
States,  as  hereinafter  provided.”  As  has  been  be- 
fore observed,  the  government  of  tile  United  States 
could  not  agree  to  this  article  wthoutthe  consent  of 
the  states  whose  rights  are  involved,  and  whose  in- 
terests may  be  effected  by  this  stipulation;  but  the 
executive  pledges  itself  to  use  its  best  efforts  to  in- 
duce them  to  abstain  from  pressing  their  claims  in 
a manner  that  would  produce  Joss  or  inconvenience 
to  the  Cherokee  people,  and  would  be  inconsistent 
with  their  being  removed  with  every  reasonable 
comfort.  Fromthe  well  known  humanity  and  gen- 
erous character  of  the  states  of  Georgia,  Tennes- 
see, Alabama,  and  North  Carolina,  there  can  be  no 
doubt  of  their  granting  every  indulgence  which  the 
interests  of  humanity  require;  and  if  two  years  are 
necessary  for  the  comfortable  removal  of  the  nation, 
the  undersigned  will  venture  to  assure  the  delega- 
tion that  their  request  will  be  granted. 

If  it  be  desired  by  the  Cherokee  nation  that  their 
own  agents  should  have  the  charge  of  their  emi- 
gration, their  wishes  will  be  complied  with,  and  in- 
structions be  given  to  the  commanding  general  in 
the  Cherokee  country  to  enter  into  arrangements 
with  them  to  that  effect.  With  regard  to"the  ex- 
pense of  this  operation,  which  you  ask  may  be  de- 
frayed by  the  United  States,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
undersigned,  the  request  ought  to  be  granted,  and 
an  application  for  such  further  sum  as  may  be  re- 
quired for  this  purpose  shall  be  made  to  congress. 

In  the  next  article  of  your  project,  you  propose 
ihat  “the  United  States,  on  their  part,  stipulate 
and  agree,  in  consideration  of  the  premises,  to  per- 
fect the  title  of  the  Cherokee  nation  to  the  lands 
and  territory  westward  of  the  Mississippi,  describ- 
ed, mentioned  ar.d  defined  in  and  by  the  treaty  of 
1833,  between  the  United  States  and  the  Cherokees 
west  of  the  Mississippi,  and  the  privilege  of  outlet 
thereto  annexed,  and  to  issue  a patent  therefor  to 
the  Cherokee  nation  in  perpetuity;  and  further  1o 
pay  the  said  chiefs  and  representatives  of  the  Che- 
rokee nation  east  of  the  Mississippi,  the  sum  of 

dollars,  in  manner  and  at  the  time  hereinafter 

provided.” 

It  was  always  the  declared  intention  of  the  go- 
vernment 1o  perfect  the  title  to  this  land  to  the 
Cherokee  nation,  and  to  issue  a patent  therefor,  so 
soon  as  that  portion  of  them  now  east  of  the  Alis- 
sissippi  had  emigrated  west,  granting  the  nation  the 
privilege  of  outlet  thereto  annexed,  and  all  other 
privileges  secured  to  them  by  former  arrangements. 
Nor  will  it  object  to  grant  them,  in  perpetuity,  if 
congress  should  think  proper  to  do  so  on  their  re- 
commendation, under  certain  restrictions,  to  which 
the  delegation  have  assented.  As  the  delegation 
expressed  their  fears  that  a form  of  government 
might  be  imposed  which  they  were  neither  pre- 
pared for,  nor  desirous  of,  the  assurance  is  hereby 
repeated,  that  no  form  of  government  will  be  im- 
posed upon  the  Cherokees  without  the  consent  of 
the  whole  nation,  given  in  council;  nor  shall  their 
country  be  created  into  a territory  without  such 
previous  concurrence. 

With  regard  to  the  payment  of  a further  sum  of 
money  by  the  United  States,  the  undersigned  can- 
not consent  to  recommend  such  a measure  to  con- 
gress. The  senate  of  the  United  States  deliberate- 
ly decided  that  five  millions  of  dollars  was  a full 
and  sufficient  indemnity  to  the  Cherokees  for  the 
lands  they  relinquished  on  the  east  side  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi; and  it  is  understood  that  the  members  of 
that  body  see  no  reason  at  present  to  alter  that  de- 
cision. 

In  the  third  article  of  your  project  you  ask  that 
“the'said  Cherokee  nation,  party  hereto,  through 
and  by  their  acknowledged  chiefs  and  officers,  shall 
have  the  entire  control,  management,  and  disposi- 
tion, responsible  only  to  their  own  nation,  of  the 
funds  to  be  paid  under  this  treaty.” 

The  undersigned  would  very  much  prefer  mak- 
ing this  disposition  of  the  funds  of  the  nation,  blit 
as  the  interests  of  those  Cherokees  who  have  lately 
emigrated,  are  deeply  involved  in  this  proposition, 
the  executive  cannot  recommend  such  an  alterna- 
tive without  the  previous  consent  of  all  the  parties 
concerned. 

The  next  article  asks,  “ that  in  addition  to  the 
said  surn  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  second  article, 
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the  United  States  shall  forthwith  pay,  or  arrange  to 
be  paid  to  the  Cherokee  nation,  party  hereto,  the 
arrearages  of  the  annuities  which  were  provided 
for  in  the  treat}'  of  1819,  up  to  this  date,  and  shall 
continue  such  annuities  during  the  two  years  al- 
lowed for  said  removal.” 

The  undersigned  assures  the  delegation,  that 
whatever  arrearages  of  annuities  are  due  to  the 
Cherokee  nation,  under  the  treaty  of  181!),  shall  be 
promptly  paid  up  to  this  date,  and  a continuance  of 
that  annuity  for  two  years  longer  shall  be  asked  of 
congress. 

The  5th  article  requires  “ that  inasmuch  as  the 
Cherokees  contemplate  removing  as  provided  for 
in  said  first  article,  as  rapidly  a3  their  numbers  and 
engagements  will  permit,  the  United  States  stipu- 
late ami  engage  to  pay  to  them,  as  such  removal, 
and  the  necessary  preparations  therefor  progress, 
out  of  the  money  mentioned  in  said  second  article, 
such  sums  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  necessary 
to  defray  the  expenses  incident  thereto.” 

All  payments  and  necessary  advances  for  the 
purposes  herein  set  forth,  will  be  liberally  provided 
for  in  the  contract  which  the  commanding  general 
will  be  authorized  to  make  with  the  Cherokee 
agents,  for  the  emigration  of  that  portion  ot  the 
nation  east  of  the  Mississippi. 

The  Cth  article  asks,  “that  during  the  period 
prescribed  and  allowed  by  this  treaty  for  said  re- 
moval, the  United  States  stipulate  and  contract  to 
protect  the  persons  and  property  of  said  Cherokees 
from  all  acts  of  encroachment  and  violence,  and  to 
furnish  them,  when  required,  with  the  necessary 
escort  an  1 protection  during  such  removal  until 
their  arrival  at  their  destination  beyond  the  Missis- 
sippi.” 

The  necessary  escort  and  protection  during  the 
removal  of  the  Cherokees  until  theirarrival  at  their 
destination  beyond  the  Mississippi  will  be  furnish- 
ed, and  the  United  States  will  protect  the  persons 
and  property  of  the  said  Cherokees  from  all  illegal 
acts  of  encroachment  and  violence,  and  will  use 
their  best  efforts  with  the  states  interested  to  pre- 
vent their  pressing  the  execution  of  their  rights  in 
a manner  calculated  to  oppress  or  inconvenience 
any  individual  of  the  nation. 

In  the  7th  article  the  request  is  made,  “ that 
in  addition  to  the  moneys  herein  before  stipulated 
to  be  paid  by  the  United  States,  they  further  agree 
to  pay  to  the  said  Cherokee  nation,  party  hereto, 

the  gross  sum  of dollars,  in  full  discharge 

' of  all  claims  upon  the  United  States,  under  the  sti- 
pulations of  former  treaties,  for  public  and  private 
property,  spoliations,  indemnities,  and  other  recla- 
mations, whether  national  or  individual,  and  for 
reimbursement  of  expenses  incurred  in  and  about 
this  arrangement.” 

Six  hundred  thousand  dollars  was  set  apart  for 
this  purpose  by  a vote  of  congress,  and  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  the  removal  of  the  nation  to  their 
new  homes.  But  as  this  sum  proves  to  be  inade- 
quate for  both  objects,  the  executive  will  recom- 
mend to  congress  to  make  a further  appropriation, 
in  order  to  satisfy  them. 

The  undersigned  trusts  that  the  Cherokee  dele- 
gation will  see  in  these  liberal  concessions  the  earn- 
est desire  of  the  president  to  reconcile  the  nation  to 
the  necessity  of  removing  without  any  other  delay 
than  a due  regard  for  their  comfort  and  conveni- 
ence demands;  and  in  this  conviction,  confidently 
r:dies  upon  the  cordial  co-'operation  of  the  chiefs 
and  head-men  to  effect  this  desirable  object. 

On  the  part  of  the  government,  copies  of  this 
document,  with  suitable  applications  to  the  states 
interested,  will  be  immediately  transmitted  to  the 
several  governors  thereof;  instructions  will  be  sent 
to  the  commanding  general  to  act  in  conformity 
with  its  assurances,  and  a communication  be  made 
to  congress,  asking  the  consent  of  that  body  to  the 
provisions  proposed  for  the  benefit  of  the  Cherokee 
nation. 

The  undersigned,  in  closing  this  communication, 
which  has  been  considered  with  great  deliberation, 
and  drawn  with  the  utmost  regard  for  the  wishes  of 
the  delegation,  desires  it  to  be  distinctly  understood 
that  it  contains  the  most  liberal  terms  the  execu- 
tive can  grant,  with  a due  regard  to  the  rights  and 
interests  of  all  the  parties  concerned;  and  therefore 
presents  it  as  the  final  determination  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  the  peremptory  conclusion  of  the  corre- 
spondence with  the  Cherokee  deputation  on  this 
subject. 

J.  R.  Poinsett. 

Department  of  war,  May  13,  1333. 

Mr.  Ding  said  he  had  glanced  his  eye  over  this 
document,  and  he  saw  great  reason  for  regret  that 
it  had  ever  been  sent.  So  far  from  being  beneficial, 
such  measures  as  those  proposed  would  lead,  he  be- 
lieved, to  s ,-rious  and  disastrous  consequences.  Mr. 
K.  would  not  now  enter  into  the  merits  of  this  pa- 


per, but  he  would  simply  say  that,  even  if  there 
should  be  any  action  on  the  part  of  congress,  there 
was  no  sufficient  evidence  that  the  Cherokee  dele- 
gation would  accept  even  the  terms  held  out  in  that 
communication.  Mr.  K.  said  it  was  also  due  to  his 
constituents  that  no  movement  should  have  been 
made  of  this  kind  without  consulting  them  or  their 
representatives.  Mr.  K.  moved  that  for  the  pre- 
sent the  document  lie  on  the  table;  but  withdrew 
the  motion  on  the  request  of  his  colleague. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  also  expressed  great  re- 
gret that  this  communication  had  been  made,  and 
especially  without  consulting  any  of  the  delegation 
from  the  states  interested  in  the  subject.  Mr.  C., 
instead  of  being  consulted  on  this  subject,  had  pro- 
tested in  advance  against  any  such  measures.  Mr. 
C.  argued  at  considerable  length  that  the  delay  pro- 
posed would  lead  to  distressing  and  disastrous  con- 
sequences, quoting  various  facts  that  had  already 
occurred,  to  establish  this  point.  He  also  argued 
that  on  the  score  of  economy  it  would  be  a bad  ar- 
rangement. 

Mr.  Webster  expressed  his  regret  that  this  pa- 
per was  not  approved  by  gentlemen  representing 
the  states  concerned.  Their  approbation  was  very 
important,  as  it  would  have  a more  favorable  effect 
on  the  public  mind.  Mr.  W.  would  now  consider 
only  the  question  of  its  present  disposal;  and  it 
struck  him  that  it  ought  to  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  Indian  affairs.  There  was  a strong  and 
growing  feeling  in  the  country  that  great  wrong  had 
been  done  to  the  Cherokees  by  the  treaty  of  New 
Echota.  But  Mr.  W.  would  not  consider  that  now. 
Here  was  a communication  from  the  executive,  re- 
questing the  action  of  congress  on  this  subject,  and 
Mr.  W. Thought  the  proper  course  was,  to  refer  it 
to  the  appropriate  committee.  He  moved,  there- 
fore, to  refer  it  to  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs, 
and  hoped  it  would  be  done  without  provoking  dis- 
cussion. 

Mr.  Strange  also  deprecated  discussion  at  this 
time.  H“  expressed  regret  that  none  of  the  delega- 
tion from  the  states  concerned  had  been  consulted, 
tie  hardly  knew  whether  the  measure  would  be 
good  or  bad;  it  must  create  some  excitement;  and 
he  thought  it  ought  to  be  referred,  at  least  out  of 
respect  for  the  source  from  which  it  came. 

Mr.  Grundy  said  the  legislature  of  Tennessee 
would  not  be  in  session  till  October,  and  it  would, 
therefore,  be  late  before  they  could  be  consulted  on 
this  subject.  They  had,  heretofore,  acted  on  the 
faith  that  this  treaty  would  be  carried  into-effect, 
and  had  provided  for  the  prompt  survey,  and  even 
for  the  sale  of  the  Cherokee  lands.  All  this  would 
be  rendered  nugatory  by  the  change  now  proposed. 
Mr.  G.  was  willing  to  do  all  the  government  could 
do  without  interfering  with  the  execution  of  the 
treaty;  but  as  for  letting  the  Cherokees . remain 
longer,  if  it  were  the  last  vote  of  his  life  he  would 
not  vote  in  favor  of  it,  as  he  was  convinced  that  it 
would  lead  to  disturbance  and  bloodshed. 

Mr.  Lumpkin  stated  that  he  had,  at  various  times, 
communicated  with  (he  executive  on  this  subject, 
and  had  never  expressed  but  one  opinion;  which 
was,  that  it  was  the  best  that  could  be  done  for  the 
Cherokees  to  execute  the  treaty;  which  was  benefi- 
cent in  its  operation,  and  provided  equally  alike  for 
the  rich  and  the  poor.  Mr.  L.  expressed  much  re- 
gret at  what  he  deemed  the  mistakes  and  misrepre- 
sentations on  this  subject.  He  had  seen  what  he 
considered  a garbled  statement  in  the  National  In- 
telligencer oi  this  morning,  designed,  as  he  sup- 
posed, lo  prevent  the  Cherokees  from  being  remov- 
ed. But  these  people  would  be  removed;  they  had 
murdered  lately  the  surveyor  general,  (of  Georgia,) 
and  nothing  could  prevent  their  immediate  removal, 
according  to  the  treaty.  It  was,  therefore,  imma- 
terial what  should  be  done  with  this  paper. 

Mr.  King  said  his  whole  object  in  moving  to  lay 
this  document  on  the  table  was,  that  they  might 
look  at  it.  But  he  was  content  that  it  should  be 
referred.  He  expressed  deep  regret  at  the  course 
which  had  been  pursued  in  relation  to  the  Chero- 
kees. He  felt  confident,  however,  that  the  object 
was  a good  one,  and  that  it  was  the  desire  of  the 
Secretary,  in  drawing  this  paper,  to  conciliate  those 
who  would  not  be  conciliated.  Mr.  K.  was  appre- 
hensive that  the  delay  proposed  would  be  disas- 
trous; but  he  was  willing  to  give  a little  additional 
time  for  the  removal,  for  the  sole  reason  that  tile 
Cherokees  had  been  grossly  deceived  by  those  who 
held  up  to  them  the  hope  of  remaining.  This  had 
prevented  them  from  making  the  necessary  arrange- 
ments to  remove. 

Mr.  Cuthbert  expressed  great  surprise  that  a pa- 
per of  this  kind  hail  been  sent  to  Congress;  and  he 
thought  it  extraordinary  that  it  should  be  proposed 
that  the  question  of  delay  should  be  referred  to  the 
states  interested  at  the  very  time  when  the  removal 
was  to  be  consummated.  He  recommended  it  to 
Mr.  Webster  and  his  constituents  not  to  give  too 


much  weight  to  this  document,  and  lie  insisted  that 
if  the  execution  of  the  treaty  should  be  delayed,  the 
result  could  not  be  otherwise  than  unfortunate  and 
disastrous. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  said  he  concurred  entirely 
in  the  views  of  Mr.  Cuthbert.  They  knew  how 
excitements  could  be  got  up  for  party  and  political 
effect.  They  had  had  much  experience  on  this 
point  in  relation  to  the  abolition  of  slavery. 

Mi.  Webster  disclaimed  for  himself  and  his  con- 
stituents all  party  and  political  views  on  this  sub- 
ject. He  represented  it  as  a matter  of  conscience 
with  people  of  high  intelligence  and  moral  charac- 
ter, who  felt  that  wrong  had  been  done  to  the  Che- 
rokees. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  was  understood  to  admit 
the  benevolent  motives  of  the  remonstrants,  and  ex- 
pressed his  desire  that  the  treaty  should  be  carried 
into  effect  with  all  kindness  to  the  Cherokees.  He 
concurred  with  his  colleague  that  the  document 
should  lie  on  the  table  for  the  present,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  examining  it  for  further  consideration;  and 
with  this  view, 

Mr.  Webster  withdrew  his  motion  to  refer  the 
document. 

Mr.  Cuthbert  spoke  with  a good  deal  of  earnesl- 
eess  and  some  apparent  indignation,  that  this  should 
be  considered  a matterof  conscience  by  'hose  whose 
ancestors  had  murdered  and  destroyed  the  aborigines 
where  they  settled. 

Mr.  Preston  said  he  had  heard  the  message  from 
the  president,  proposing  new  arrangements  with  the 
Cherokees,  with  unfeigned  surprise  and  regret.  He 
had  hoped  that  this  painful  and  complicated  matter 
had  been  finally  put  at  rest,  by  a determination  on 
the  part  of  the  government  to  go  on  with  a slow, 
cautious,  but  steady  pace,  in  the  course  prescribed 
to  it  by  necessity.  The  Cherokee  treaty  was,  in  his 
judgment,  wisely  and  humanely  ratified.  The  same 
wisdom  and  humanity  demand  that,  as  far  as  the 
removal  of  the  Indians  is  involved,  it  should  be 
firmly  carried  into  effect.  Hesitancy  and  further 
agitation  can  produce  nothing  but  ill.  The  rights 
of  the  states  and  of  their  cilizens  have  been  recog- 
nised and  established,  and  should  not  again  b?  dis- 
turbed. On  this  matter  gentlemen  from  the  states 
interested  are  entitled  to  lead.  They  know  best 
what  is  best  for  them.  I shall  acquiesce  in  what 
they  suggest.  Nothing  but  rny  deference  for  them 
prevents  me  from  at  once  moving  to  lay  this  mes- 
sage on  the  table,  for  the  purpose  of  trying  the  sense 
of  the  senate  as  to  its  farther  discussion.  The  exe- 
cution of  the  treaty  is  intrusted  to  a gallant  officer, 
not  less  distinguished  by  his  moderation  and  discre- 
tion than  by  his  bravery  and  military  skill.  What- 
ever humanity  and  prudence  exact  may  be  expected 
at  his  hands.  The  Indians  must  go;  any  inter- 
ference here  endangers  them.  As  lo  money,  lands, 
&c.  give  them  as  much  as  you  choose,  but  do  not 
further  suspend  the  just  claims  of  the  states,  or 
further  irritate  their  already  exasperated  feelings. 

I hope  the  gentlemen  interested  will  not  permit  the 
proposition  for  postponement  to  be  drawn  into  dis- 
cussion, but  that  <hey  will  put  an  end  to  it  by  a 
motion  to  lay  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Cuthbert  stated,  as  a reason  lor  the  language 
he  had  already  used,  that  Georgia  had  already  pa- 
tiently delayed  two  years  longer  than  ought  to  have 
been  required  of  them.  Mr.  Webster  said  he  should 
not  reply  to  the  local  remarks  of  Mr.  Cuthbert. 
The  wrongs  done  to  the  Indians  by  our  ancestors 
were  numerous  enough,  but  Mr.  W.  looked  only  to 
present  action  on  the  subject.  Mr.  Calhoun  spoke 
in  favor  of  referring  the  document  to  a committee, 
with  a view  to  the  disposal  of  it  in  the  most  satis- 
factory manner  to  all  parties.  After  a few  more  re- 
marks by  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  and  Mr.  Cuthbert, 
the  document  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Tipton  moved  to  take  up  the  Cumberland 
Road  bill;  and,  on  this  motion,  an  earnest  conver- 
sation ensued  by  Messrs.  Tipton,  Smith,  of  la.,  and 
Young,  in  favor  of  taking  up  this  bill,  and  by  Mr. 
Roane  in  favor  of  considering  District  affairs;  which 
resulted  in  taking  up  the  Alexandria  and  Falmouth 
railroad  bill . 

The  amendments,  from  the  committee,  to  this  bill 
occupied  the  attention  of  the  senate  during  the  most 
part  of  the  day. 

The  principal  amendmenl  from  the  committee  was 
f hi  one  making  the  appropriation  to  construct  the 
road  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  on  Ihe  condition 
that  the  company  should  carry  the  mail  for  a reason- 
able compensation,  to  be  deteimined  by  arbitration, 
if  the  parti°s  could  not  agree. 

Mr.  King,  moved  to  amend  this  amendment,  by 
requiring  the  company  to  carry  the  mail  for  the  sole 
consideration  of  the  $1300,000  which  the  committee 
proposed  to  appropriate  for  the  construction  of  the 
road 

This  amendment  was  advocated  by  Messrs.  King 
and  Strange , and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Roane,  Hub- 
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bard,  and  Niles;  and  it  was  agreed  to — Ayes  18, 
noes  13. 

The  amendment  from  the  committee,  so  amended, 
was  then  agreed  to  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Buchanan, 
Clay,  of  Ky.,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Fulton, 
Grundy,  King,  Knight,  Linn,  Lyon,  McKean,  Mer- 
rick, Nicholas,  Norvell,  Preston,  Roane,  Robbins, 
Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Spence, 
Strange,  Tallmadge,  Trotter,  Webster,  Wright, 
Young — 29. 

NAY'S— Messrs.  Allen,  Clay,  of  Ala.,  Hubbard, 
Niles,  Pierce,  Ruggles,  Smith,  of  Connecticut, 
Swift,  Tipton — 9. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Roane,  the  blank  for  the  ap- 
propriation for  the  construction  of  the  road  was 
filled  with  $300,000  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Clay,  of  Ky., 
Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Davis,  Fulton,  King,  Knight, 
Linn,  Lyon,  Merrick,  Nicholas,  Norvell,  Preston, 
Roane,  Robbins,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Inda., 
Spence,  Strange,  Tallmadge,  Trotter,  Webster — 25. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  of  Alabama,  Clayton,  Grundy,  Hub- 
bard, McKean,  Morris,  Niles,  Pierce,  Ruggles, 
Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Swift,  Tipton,  Wright, 
Young — 18. 

A proposition  by  Mr.  Hubbard,  to  take  the  $300,- 
000  from  the  post  offics  funds,  was  rejected:  Ayes 
10,  noes  not  counted. 

After  the  adoption  of  some  minor  amendments,  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading 
by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Clay,  of  Ky., 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Fulton,  King,  Linn, 
Merrick,  Nicholas,  Norvell,  Roane,  Robbins,  Rob- 
inson, Sevier,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Spence,  Strange, 
Tallmadge,  Webster — 21. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  of  Ala.,  Hnbbaard,  Lyon,  McKean, 
Morris,  Niles,  Pierce,  Ruggles,  Smith,  of  Conn., 
Swift,  Tipton,  Wright,  Young — 17. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

May  23.  After  some  business  of  minor  import- 
ance had  been  transacted,  Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky, 
rose,  and  said  he  supposed  that  orders  had  been  is- 
sued from  the  post  office  and  treasury  departments 
to  receive  for  government  dues  the  notes  ot  specie- 
paying banks,  or  at  least  that  they  were  actually  re- 
ceived, and  he  wanted  to  ascertain  precisely  the 
facts  of  the  case,  whatever  they  might  he.  With 
that  view,  he  olfered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  and  the 
postmaster  general  severally  inform  the  senate  whether 
any  orders  have  been  given  from  their  departments  to 
receive  the  notes  of  banks  for  revenue,  and,  if  any 
what  were  those  orders;  and  if  any  instructions  have 
been  given,  that  they  communicate  to  the  senate  what 
were  those  instructions. 

Mr.  Wright  said  he  would  correct  the  senator  in 
regard  to  one  fact.  He  had  understood  him  to  say 
that  orders  had  been  given  for  the  receipt  of  these 
notes:  but  it  had  not  been  so  stated.  The  informa- 
tion given  heie  was,  that  the  notes  were  received. 
But  Mr.  W.  had  inquired  lately  at  the  departments 
on  the  subject,  and  no  orders  to  receive  them  had 
then  been  issued. 

Mr.  Clay  said  it  was  not  his  intention  to  say  any 
thin°-  more  than  to  intimate  the  fact  that  they  were 
received.  He  meant  to  say  nothing  of  the  foims  or 
technicalities  of  the  subject;  but  he  took  it  for  grant- 
ed, if  these  notes  were  received,  it  was  done  in  ac- 
cordance with  some  authority.  But,  whatever  were 
the  facts,  he  wished  to  know  them,  and  by  what  au- 
thority. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to  without  dissent. 

The  Vice  President  presented  a message  from  the 
president  of  the  United  States  on  the  subject  of  (he 
northeastern  boundary,  with  copies  of  a letter  ad- 
dressed to  him  by  the  governor  of  Maine,  covering 
certain  resolutions  of  the  legislature  of  Maine  in  re- 
lation to  this  subject  and  the  claims  of  three  indivi- 
duals. Also,  copies  of  a correspondenee  on  this 
subject  with  Mr.  Fox,  the  British  minister. 

The  message  and  correspondence  were  read,  from 
which  it  appeared  that  the  state  of  Maine  insisted  on 
carrying  into  effect  the  treaty  of  1783  on  this  subject, 
and  asked  for  a new  joint  commission  of  exploration 
and  survey,  to  determine  the  lines  described  in  that 
treaty-.  It  also  appealed  that  the  British  minister  did 
not  feel  authorized  to  enter  into  the  arrangement  pro- 
posed, but  had  referred  the  subject  to  the  government 
of  England. 

Mr.  Webster  said  that  this  was  a very  important 
communication,  and  he  wished  an  opportunity  to 
examine  and  consider  it.  It  would  seem  said  Mr. 
Webster,  that  a new  convention  between  the  two 
countries  was  agreed  on,  to  be  entered  into  as  soon 
as  competent  authority  should  be  obtained,  by  which 
a joint  commission  of  exploration  and  survey  is  to 
be  appointed.  There  is  no  particular  objection,  per- 


haps, against  a joint  survey  of  the  treaty  line,  except 
the  delay  and  loss  of  time.  This  may  be  very  inju- 
rious. But,  then,  this  is  not  all.  The  otter  of  a 
joint  survey,  made  by  our  government,  is  accepted 
by  England  with  certain  modifications.  What  are 
these  modifications?  Thpy  are  contained  in  the  Bri- 
tish minister’s  note  of  the  10th  of  January.  That 
note  is  not  now  before  me,  and  I do  not,  at  this  mo- 
ment, recollect  precisely  all  the  modifications;  in 
other  words,  all  the  conditions  on  which  England 
agrees  to  run  the  line.  These  points  require  very 
close  examination.  It  is  our  duty  to  see  that  no  just 
right  be  waived  or  abandoned,  in  agreeing  to  these 
modifications.  I am  fearful  that  some  of  them  will 
prove  highly  prejudicial  to  the  rights  of  the  United 
States  and  of  Maine.  I desire  an  opportunity  to 
look  carefully  at  this  part  of  the  case,  and.  there- 
fore, will  now  move  that  the  message  and  papers  be 
printed  and  laid  on  the  table.  As  I remember  the 
proposed  modifications,  some  of  them  are  such  as  I 
cannot  believe  ought  to  be  acceded  to;  indeed,  I fear 
that  they-  cannot  be  acceded  to,  without  giving  up 
the  question.  This  is  what  I fear;  but  in  the  hope 
that  it  may  not  prove  so,  I wish  time  to  examine  the 
correspondence.  I confess  I feel  great  apprehension 
as  to  the  result  of  this  proposed  new  convention. 

Mr.  Ham’s  said  in  his  opinion  this  was  not  a ques- 
tion which  could  be  decided  by  the  instruments  of 
engineers  or  surveyors,  nor  could  their  skill  throw 
much  light  upon  it.  It  was  a question  to  be  de- 
cided by  the  terms  of  the  treaty,  and  other  evi- 
dence collateral  to  it.  For  himself,  therefore,  he 
did  not  hope  much  from  an  agreement  to  explore, 
as  his  impression  was  it  would  substantially  leave 
matters  where  they  are.  The  controversy  arose 
mainly  on  the  inquiry — where  is  the  northwest 
angle  of  Nova  Scotia?  He  could  entertain  no  doubt 
as  to  this,  for  the  treaty  designated  it  accurately. 
He  meant,  however,  now-  only  to  say  he  did  not 
hope  much  from  exploration,  as  it  appeared  to  him 
the  results  could  as  well  be  seen  now  as  after  the 
labor  was  performed. 

The  message  and  documents  were  laid  on  the 
table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  senate  took  up,  on  its  third  reading,  the  bill 
to  incorporate  the  Falmouth  and  Alexandria  Rail 
Road  Company,  and  for  other  purposes,  which  was, 
after  a brief  discussion,  in  w hich  Messrs.  Hubbard, 
Morris,  and  Clay,  of  Ala.,  opposed  the  bill,  and 
Messrs-  Roane  and  Davis  advocated  it,  passed  by 
the  following  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Clny,  of  Kv.  Clay- 
ton, Crittenden,  Davis,  Fulton,  King,  Linn,  Merrick, 
Mouton,  Nicholas,  Norvell.  Preston.  Roane.  Robinson, 
Sevier,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Spence,  Strange,  Tallmadge, 
Trotter,  \Vebstcr — 23. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay, 
of  Ala..  Grundy,  Hubbard,  Knight,  Lyon,  Morris, 
Niles.  Pierce,  Prentiss,  Smith,  of  Conn.,  Swift,  Tipton, 
Wright,  Young — 17. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  for  the 
continuation  of  the  Cumberland  road  in  the  states 
of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois. 

This  bill  was  mainly  but  briefly  advocated  by 
Mr.  Tipton,  and  with  various  amendments  propos- 
ed, further  discussed  by  Messrs  Norvell,  Benton, 
Wright,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Morris,  Niles,  Bucha- 
nan, Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Merrick,  Tipton,  Ro- 
binson, and  Preston. 

Mr.  Norvell  offered  an  amendment,  which  was 
understood  to  coniine  the  appropriations  to  the  2 
per  cent,  fund  granted  for  the  purpose  of  roads  to 
the  states  respectively. 

This  amendment  was  lost:  Yeas  12,  nays  29. 

Mr.  Benton  offered  an  amendment  requiring  that 
the  appropriations  of  this  bill  should  be  subject  to 
all  the  limitations,  restrictions,  &c.  contained  in 
the  act  relating  to  roads,  approved  March  3,  1837. 
[What  these  limitations,  &c.  were,  did  not  appear.] 

This  amendment  was  agreed  to:  Yeas  27,  nays  15. 

Mr.  Niles  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking 
out  that  part  relating  to  a bridge  in  Pennsylvania. 
Negatived:  Yeas  11,  nays  not  counted. 

Mr.  Hubbard,  with  a view  proportionably  to  re- 
duce all  the  appropriations,  moved  to  reduce  the 
appropriation  for  Ohio  from  $150,000  to  $100,000. 

This  motion  w-as  negatived  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Ala.,  Clayton, 
Hubbard,  King,  Lyon,  Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Prentiss, 
Preston,  Roane,  Ruggles,  Smith,  of  Connecticut, 
Strange,  Trotter,  Williams — 17. 

NAY  8 — Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Buchanan, 
Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Davis,  Ful- 
ton, Grundy,  Knight,  Linn,  Merrick,  Morris.  Nicholas, 
Robinson,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Spence,  Swift,  Tipton, 
Webster,  Wright,  Young — 23. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  ordered  to  be  engross- 
ed lor  a third  reading,  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Buchanan, 
Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Davis,  Ful- 
ton, Grundy,  Knight,  Linn.  McKean,  Merrick,  Morris, 
Nicholas,  Robbins,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Ind., 
Spence,  Swift,  Tipton,  Webster,  Wright,  YNung — 2G. 


NAYS' — -Messrs.  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Ala.,  Clayton, 
Hubbard,  King,  Lyon,  Mouton,  Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce, 
Prentiss,  Preston,  Roane,  Smith,  of  Connecticut, 
Strange,  Trotter,  AYilliains — 17. 

Mr.  Hubbard  gave  notice  that,  as  soon  as  the 
general  navy  appropriation  bill  was  disposed  of,  he 
w'ould  call  up  the  resolution  introduced  by  Mr. 
Clay,  of  Kentucky,  prohibiting  discrimination  in 
the  kinds  of  money  received  as  revenue,  and  au- 
thorizing the  public  receipts  and  payments  in  the 
notes  of  sound,  specie-paying  banks. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Matthew  Arbuekle  was 
considered,  amended,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sevier,  by  a 
substitutute  for  the  bill  authorizing,  generally,  tile 
entry  at  the  government  price  of  lands  in  Arkansas, 
covered  by  the  alleged,  but  unconfirmed,  French 
or  Spanish  claims;  and  the  bill  in  this  form  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 


Friday,  May  18.  After  Mr.  Henry  had,  by  leave, 
presented  the  petition  of  William  M-cMilien,  who 
was  a lieutenant  in  the  revolutionary  war,  praying 
commutation  in  consequence  of  his  services  to  the 
end  of  the  war, 

Mr.  Russell,  asked  leave  again  to  offer  his  resolu- 
tion rescinding  so  much  of  the  fifth  section  of  the 
act  entitled  “An  act  to  regulate  the  deposites  of  the 
public  money,”  passed  the  23d  of  June,  1836,  as 
prohibits  receiving  in  payment  for  dues  to  the  go- 
vernment, and  disbursing  the  same,  the  bills  of  specie- 
paying banks  which  issue  notes  or  bills  of  a less 
denomination  than  five  dollars;  and  also,  so  much  of 
the  second  section  of  the  act  entitled  “an  act  ma- 
king appropriations  for  the  payment  of  revolutionary 
and  other  pensioners  of  the  United  States  for  the 
year  1836,  as  prohibits  the  ottering  in  payment  by 
any  officer  or  department  of  the  government  the 
notes  or  bills  of  specie-paying  banks  of  a less  de- 
nomination than  twenty*  dollars.” 

[*Misprinted  ten.  dollars  heretofore.] 

Objection  being  made  by  Mr.  Yell,  Mr.  Cushman, 
and  others, 

Mr.  Russell  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  to  enable 
him  to  make  his  motion,  and  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  question  of  suspension. 

It  appeared,  on  counting  the  house,  that  no  quo- 
rum was  present. 

Mr.  Russell,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Whitlesey,  con- 
sented to  withdraw  his  motion  for  the  present. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Briggs,  the  house  went  into 
committee  of  the  whole,  (Mr.  Boon  in  the  chair,)  on 
the  senate's  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hard  and  Long- 
street,  which  was  advocated  by  Mr.  Elmore,  amend- 
ed, on  motion  of  Mr.  Whililesey , reported  to  the 
house,  read  a third  time,  and  passed. 

A number  of  reports  on  private  claims  were  pre- 
sented, among' which  are  the  following  : 

Mr.  Bell , from  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs, 
laid  before  the  house  sundry  papers  communicated 
to  that  committee  by  the  secretary  of  war,  touching 
certain  claims  of  Creek  Indians  and  Choctaw  In- 
dians. 

Also,  certain  papers  communicated  to  that  com- 
mittee from  the  secretary  of  war,  in  relation  to  the 
claim  of  William  M.  Graham,  for  services  as  acting 
Indian  agent  in  Florida,  and  for  indemnification  of 
expenses  which  that  situation  compelled  him  to  in- 
cur. 

Mr.  Cushman , from  the  committee  on  commerce, 
reported  a bill  further  to  provide  for  the  re- 
lief of  distressed  American  seamen  in  foreign  coun- 
tries. 

Mr.  Underwood,  from  the  committee  on  revolu- 
tionary claims,  reported  a bill  for  the  payment  of 
certain  judgments  which  have  been,  or  may  be,  ob- 
tained, against  the  slate  of  Virginia. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKay, 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  on  military  affairs 
be  discharged  from  the  consideration  of  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  house  of  the  161  h Apiil  last,  relative  to 
confining  the  instruction  herealtei  to  be  given  at  the 
military  academy  at  West  Point  exclusively  to  the 
elements  and  practice  of  civil  and  military  engi- 
neering, and  that  the  same  do  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  McKay,  from  the  committee  on  military  af- 
fairs, reported  against  the  petition  of  A . M.  Cald- 
well; and  also  against  a resolution  of  the  house  of 
December  14,  1837,  relative  to  the  placing  of  can- 
non, carriages,  &c.  with  the  governor  of  Missouri, 
for  the  use  of  said  state.  Also,  against  a resolution 
of  the  house  of  the  19th  of  March  last,  relative  to 
the  erection  of  an  arsenal  in  Lincoln  count}',  North 
Carolina. 

Mr.  Morgan,  from  the  committee  on  revolution- 
ary pensions,  reported  a bill  to  establish  a pension 
agency  at  McMinville,  in  the  state  of  Tennessee; 
which  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a 
third  time  to-morrow. 
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Mr.  Morgan,  from  the  same  committee,  reported, 
without  amendment,  senate  bill  to  establish  a pen- 
sion agency  at  Montpelier,  in  the  state  of  Vermont. 

Mr.  Lincoln  from  the  committee  on  the  public 
buildings  and  grounds,  reported  a bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  certain  repairs  and  improvements 
upon  the  public  buildings  and  grounds,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

Mr.  Montgomery,  from  the  committee  on  the  post 
office  and  post  roads,  reported  a bill  to  regulate 
the  postage  ou  letters,  and  for  other  purposes;  to 
which  bill  Mr  .Hall,  of  Vermont,  offered  an  addi- 
tional section,  by  way  of  amendment,  to  come  up 
when  the  bill  shall  be  considered. 

Mr.  Sergeant  inquired  of  Mr.  Lincoln  when  it 
was  the  intention  of  the  committee  on  the  public 
buildings  to  call  up  the  consideration  of  the  bill  re- 
specting the  removal  of  the  new  treasury  building, 
and  the  erection  of  a new  post  office?  He  said  that 
he  had  been  frequently  asked  the  question,  with 
much  solicitude,  by  persons  who  were  deeply  inter- 
ested in  it.  Many  respectable  mechanics  had  been 
invited  here  to  be  employed  on  that  building,  who 
were  now  thrown  out  of  employment,  and  in  a state 
of  suspense.  They  had,  in  some  cases,  families 
here,  who  were  dependent  on  them  for  support. 

Mr.  Lincoln  stated  that,  since  the  bill  had  been 
last  before  the  house,  the  president  of  the  United 
States  had  put  the  subject  in  commission,  having  as- 
signed it  to  the  secretaries  of  state,  of  war,  and  of 
the  treasury.  These  commissioners  had  written  to 
him,  (Mr.  L.)  urging  the  propriety  of  an  early  at- 
tention to  the  bill,  and  on  the  same  ground  now  sta- 
ted by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania. 
The  committee  had  thereupon  directed  him  to  offer 
a resolution,  which  he  should  presently  ask  leave  of 
the  house  to  present. 

Mr.  Lincoln  soon  after  asked  to  have  the  follow- 
ing resolution  read: 

Resolved,  That  the  house  will  at  twelve  o’clock 
this  day  go  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state 
of  the  union,  for  the  purpose  of  resuming  the  con- 
sideration of  bill  No.  706,  providing  for  the  removal 
of  the  walls  of  the  treasury  building,  and  for  the 
erection  of  a fire-proof  building  for  the  post  office 
department. 

The  Speaker  stated  that  he  had  had  for  some  days 
in  his  possession  a memorial  from  a number  of  me- 
chanics on  this  subject,  but  had  not  had  an  opportu- 
nity to  present  it.  Mr.  Sergeant  moved  that  the 
memorial  referred  to  by  the  speaker  be  now  read,  by 
leave.  Mr.  Yell  objected,  and  the  house  did  not 
order  it.  On  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  moved 
by  Mr.  Lincoln,  Mr.  Yell  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays;  which  were  taken,  and  resulted  as  follows: 
Yeas  70,  nays  90.  So  the  resolution  was  rejected. 
Mr.  Cambreleng  pressed  a motion  to  dispense  with 
the  private  bills,  and  go  into  committee  of  the  whole 
on  the  state  of  the  union,  in  order  to  take  up  a money 
bill.  He  stated  that  drafts  to  the  amount  of  $600,000, 
on  the  quartermaster’s  department,  lay  over  for 
want  of  the  action  of  congress.  The  motion  did 
not  prevail. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  gave  notice  that  he  should  renew 
the  motion  on  Monday  next. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
private  bills,  in  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Ather- 
ton in  the  chair;  after  remaining  in  committee  for 
some  time,  rose  and  reported  progress  upon  a num- 
ber of  bills,  some  of  which  were  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed. The  committee  also  reported  amendments 
to  a number  of  bills  from  the  senate,  but  without 
acting  further  upon  them.  Adjourned. 

Saturday,  May  19.  The  honorable  Linn  Banks, 
member  elect  from  the  state  of  Virginia,  in  the  place 
of  Mr.  Patton,  appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took  his 
seat. 

Mr.  Allen,  of  Ohio,  asked  leave  to  submit  a reso- 
lution for  a post  route. 

Mr.  Craig  had  not  the  slightest  objection  to  the 
gentleman’s  resolution,  but  he  must  object  to  its  put- 
ting aside  otiier  business,  unless  he  and  others  could 
have  a similar  indulgence. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  laid  before  the  house  a communi- 
cation from  the  acting  secretary  of  war,  enclosing 
•several  communications  from  the  acting  quartermas- 
ter general,  showing  the  pressing  want  of  the  ap- 
piopriation  for  preventing  and  suppressing  Indiay 
hostilities,  in  order  to  cany  on  with  efficiency  the 
military  operations  concerted,  and  those  now  in  pro- 
gress. Among  these  was  a letter  from  the  acting 
quartermaster  genera!,  under  date  of  April  25,  1838, 
which  says: 

“I  have  not  been  able  to  make  a single  remittance 
of  any  consequence  for  the  suppression  of  Indian 
hostilities  for  the  last  ten  weeks,  though  the  expendi- 
tures through  this  department  have  heretofore  ave- 
raged full  three  hundred  thousand  dollars.” 

Another  letter  from  the  same  officer,  dated  May 
15th,  1838,  says:  “I  regret  very  much  that  it  was 

deemed  advisable  to  propose  the  appropriation  in  the 


same  minute  detail  which  was  attempted  in  the  es- 
timate, instead  of  embracing  all  the  objects  of  sup- 
ply, and  services  due  from  the  quartermaster’s  de- 
partment, in  the  same  amount,  under  one  general 
head,  while  I am  quite  sure  that  the  aggregate  called 
for  is  not  more  than  will  be  required.  Some  of  the 
items  will,  no  doubt,  fall  short,  and  others  exceed, 
the  wants  of  the  service,  since  it  is  impossible  to 
estimate  the  expenditures  for  armies  engaged  in  ac- 
tive operations  in  the  field,  under  each  separate  head, 
with  sufficient  accuracy  for  detailed  appropriations. 
In  that  enactment  inconvenience  will  be  experienc- 
ed, unless  power  be  vested  in  the  executive  to  trans- 
fer fiom  one  item  to  another,  which  I w'ould  respect- 
fully suggest,  if  the  present  form  of  the  bill  be  re- 
tained. I would  also  suggest  the  following  modifi- 
cations of  the  several  items,  without  affecting  the 
aggregate  amount: 

1st.  For  forage,  say  - - $400,000 

2d.  For  freight,  or  transportation  of 

supplies  to  the  places  of  operation  350,000 
3d.  For  wagons,  carts,  &c.  - 150,000 

4th.  For  transportation  of  supplies 
from  the  depots  to  the  points  of  con- 
sumption - - - 700,000 

5th.  For  hire  of  mechanics,  laborers, 
drivers,  &c.  - 250,000 

6th.  For  transportation,  &c.  of  volun- 
teers - 100,000 

71b.  For  miscellaneous  and  contingent 

charges  - - - 750,000 

8th.  For  drafts  and  arrearages  - 1,048,600 

Total,  corresponding  with  the  estimate 
of  the  17th  of  March,  and  the  bill 
No.  676  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives ....  $3,748,600 


Mr.  Lincoln,  from  the  committee  on  public  build- 
ings and  grounds,  reported  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  disagreed  to  by  the  house: 

“Resolved,  That  the  house -will  go  into  committee 
of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union  on  Monday 
next,  at  2 o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  for  the  purpose 
of  resuming  the  consideration  of  bill  No.  706,  to 
provide  for  removing  the  walls  of  the  treasury  build- 
ing, and  for  the  erection  ot  a fire-proof  building  for 
the  post  office  department.” 

Mr.  Yell  and  Mr.  Cambreleng  simultaneously  ask- 
ed tor  the  yeas  and  nays;  which,  being  ordered, 
were:  Yeas  67,  nays  77;  and  so  the  resolution  was 

rejected. 

Mr.  Russell  again  asked  leave  to  offer  the  resolu- 
tion presented  to  the  house  or.  Thursday,  to  repeal 
the  small  note  restriction. 

Objection  being  made,  Mr.  It.  moved  a suspension 
of  the  rules,  and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which, 
being  ordered,  were  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  H.  Allen,  Aycrigg,  Bond,  Borden, 
Briggs,  Wni.  B.  Calhoun,  Childs,  Clark,  Coffin,  Cor- 
win,Crockett,  Davies,  Dunn,  Evans,  Everett,  Ewing, 
Fillmore,  Rice  Garland,  Goode,  Hall,  Harlan,  Henry, 
Lincoln,  Maxwell,  Mitcheil,  Noyes,  Pope,  Potts,  Rari- 
den,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rencber,  Ridgway,  Robinson, 
Rumseyj  Russell,  Sergeant,  Sibley,  Slade,  Southgate, 
Stone,  Stratton,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  A.  S.  White,  J. 
White,  E.  Whittlesey,  L.  Williams,  C.  II.  Williams, 
Yorke— 51. 

NAYS- — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  J.  W.  Allen, 
Andrews,  Atherton,  Banks,  Beatty,  Beirne,  Bicknell, 
Boon,  Buchanan,  Cambreleng,  Casey,  Chapman, Cleve- 
land, Clowney,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Crary,  Cushing, 
Cushman,  Darlington,  Dawson,  Davee,  Dromgoole, 
Duncan,  Elmore,  Farrington,  Fairfield,  R.  Fletcher, 
Foster,  Gallup,  James  Garland,  William  Graham, 
Grantland,  Grant,  Gray,  Griffin,  Haley,  Hawes,  Haw- 
kins, Haynes,  Herod,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard,  W.  H. 
Hunter,  Ingham,  T.  B.  Jackson,  J.  Jackson,  J.  John- 
son, William  Cost  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  J.  W.  Jones, 
Kilgore,  Klingensmith.  Legare,  Leadbetter,  Logan,  J. 
M.  Mason,  Samson  Mason,  Martin,  Maury,  McKay, 
Abraham  McClellan,  McClure,  McLennan",  Menefee, 
Montgomeiy,  Morgan,  C.  Morris,  Murray,  Naylor, 
Pennybacker,  Petri  kin,  Phelps,  Potter,  Prentiss,  Reily, 
Rives,  Robertson,  Sbeffer,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  Shields, 
Sheplor,  Snyder,  Spencer,  Stuart,  Taliaferro,  Taylor, 
Thomas,  Titus,  Toucey,  Towns,  Turney,  Wagener, 
Webster,  Weeks,  T.  T.  Whittlesey,  S.  Williams,  J.  W. 
Williams,  J.  L.  Williams,  Yell- — 101. 

So  the  house  refused  to  suspend  the  rules. 

Mr.  Boon  then  made  a similar  motion  to  proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  to  rescind  the 
specie  circular,  and,  for  the  first  time,  he  said,  asked 
for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  B.  explained,  in  order  that  the  house  might 
vote  understandingly,  that  it  was  not  his  intention  to 
press  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, (Mr.  Williams,  to  instruct  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means  to  bring  in  a bill  on  the  subject,) 
but  to  present  his  own  (a  joint  one  and  direct)  as  a 
substitute.  [Mr.  Williams  stated,  some  days  ago, 
that  he  would  accept  Mr.  Boon’s  as  a modification  of 
his  own,  should  the  rules  be  suspended.] 


On  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rules,  the  yeas  aiW 
nays  were  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  II.  Allen,  J. 
W.  Allen,  Aycrigg,  Bell,  Bond,  Boon,  Borden, 
Briggs,  Bronson,  Buchanan,  Wm.  B.  Calhoun,  J. 
Calhoon,  J.  Campbell,  William  B.  Carter,  Casey, 
Cheatham,  Childs,  Clark,  Cleveland,  Coffin,  Cor- 
win, Crary,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Cushin"-, 
Darlington,  Dunn,  Edwards,  Evans,  Everett,  Ew- 
ing, Fillmore,  Foster,  Gallup,  J.  Garland,  R.’  Gar- 
land, Goode,  William  Graham,  Grantland,  Graves, 
Griffin,  Haley,  Hall,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hawes,  Hen- 
ry, Herod,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  J.  Jackson,  W.  C. 
Johnson,  Kilgore,  Legare,  Lincoln,  Marvin,  J.  M. 
Mason,  Samson  Mason,  Maury,  May,  Maxwell, 
McLennan,  Menefee,  Milligan,  Mitchell,  Mont- 
gomery, Morgan,  C.  Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes,  Par- 
menter,  Patterson,  Pierce,  Pope,  Potts,  Rariden, 
Randolph,  Rencher,  Ridgway,  Robertson,  Rumsey, 
Russell,  Sergeant,  Augustin  H.  Shepperd,  Shields, 
Sibley,  Slade,  Snyder,  Southgate,  Stuart,  Stone, 
Stratton,  Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Under- 
wood, A.  S.  White,  J.  White,  Elisha  Whittlesey, 
T.  T.  Whittlesey,  L.  Williams,  Sherrod  Williams, 
J.  L.  Williams,  Wise,  Yell,  Yorke — 108. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Andrews,  Atherton,  Banks, 
Beatty,  Beirne,  Bicknell,  Brodhead,  Cambreleng, 
Chapman,  Clowney,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Cush- 
man, Dawson,  Davee,  Dromgoole,  Duncan,  El- 
more, Farrington,  Fairfield,  I.  Fletcher,  Fry,  Ham- 
mond, Hawkins;  Haynes,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard, 
W.  H.  Hunter,  Ingham,  T.  B.  Jackson,  N.  Jones, 
J.  AY.  Jones,  Klingensmith,  Leadbetter,  Logan, 
Loomis,  Martin,  McKay,  Abraham  McClellan,  Mc- 
Clure, Murray,  Pennybacker,  Petrikin,  Phelps, 
Potter,  Prentiss,  Reilly,  Rives,  Sawyer,  Sheffer,  C. 
Shepard,  Sheplor,  Spencer,  Taliaferro,  Taylor, 
Thomas,  Toucey,  Turney,  Wagener,  Webster,  J. 
W.  Williams— 63. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  a communica- 
tion from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  transmitting 
the  annual  statement  of  commerce  and  navigation 
between  the  United  States  and  loreign  countries  in 
the  year  ending  the  30th  September,  1837;  to  which 
are  added,  also,  certain  statements  respecting  the 
tonnage  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  ending  at 
the  same  lime. 

Mr.  Whittlesey,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  print  10,000 
extra  copies.  Mr.  Harlan  hoped  the  gentleman 
would  limit  the  number  to  5,000,  which  he  thought 
amply  sufficient.  Mr.  Whittlesey  replied  that  10,000 
was  the  usual  number  heretofore  printed,  and  added 
that  he  knew  of  no  document  of  more  general  in- 
terest or  intrinsic  value,  as  well  to  the  west  as  the  east. 
r Mr.  Adams  said  he  supposed  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  (Mr.  Harlan)  was  in  the  predicament  of 
a cerlain  king  of  Bohemia,  who  complained  that  he 
had  no  seaports  in  his  dominions,  and,  therefore,  that 
he  (Mr.  H.)  could  not  appreciate  the  vast  import- 
ance of  this  document,  which,  to  the  people  of  the 
Atlantic  states,  was  of  very  great  importance.  Mr. 
A.  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  motion  for  10,000  would 
prevail. 

The  motion  did  prevail,  and  10,000  copies  were 
accordingly  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  bill  to  establish  a pension  agency  at  McMinn- 
ville, in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  was  taken  up  on  its 
passage;  it  was,  after  a brief  debate,  in  which  the 
bill  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Underwood  and  McKay, 
and  advocated  by  Messrs.  Morgan,  Shields,  and 
Turney,  rejected — ayes  44,  noes  89. 

Mr.  Southgate  moved  to  reconsider  this  vote.  The 
motion  was  entered  on  the  journal. 

The  house  took  up  and  considered  several  private 
bills  reported  yesterday  by  the  committee  of  the 
whole. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  administrators  of 
Wharton  Quarles,  deceased,  was  passed,  without  de- 
bate or  division. 

The  senate  bill,  No.  58,  for  the  relief  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  John  Jordan,  deceased,  was  consider- 
ed, and  the  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded  on  the 
passage  of  the  bill,  by  Mr.  Allen,  of  Vermont.  On 
ordering  the  yeas  and  nays,  the  division  was  19,  82. 
No  quorum.  The  debate  was,  notwithstanding,  stiff 
further  protracted,  the  main  objection  to  the  bill  be- 
ing that  Jordan,  as  an  artillery  artificer,  was  not  en- 
titled to  the  commutation  pay  provided  by  the  bill 
under  consideration,  to  be  paid  to  his  representa- 
tives. After  some  further  discussion  of  this  point, 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  again  demanded,  and  no 
quorum  found  fo  be  present. 

Mr.  Allen  then  moved  an  adjournment.  Mr.  Whit- 
tlesey, of  Ohio,  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays.  Or- 
dered— 14,  47,  (one-fifth  necessary.)  And  the  house 
decided  not  to  adjourn,  by  the  following  vote:  Yeas 
46,  nays  56.  Mr.  Whittlesey,  of  Ohio,  as  there  was 
no  quorum  present,  demanded  a call  of  the  house. 
Refused — Yeas  40,  nays  47.  No  quorum  voting. 
Mr.  Potts  moved  that  the  house  adjourn;  which  mo- 
tion prevailed,  and  the  house  adjourned. 
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Monday,  May  21.  The  states  being  called  in  or- 
der lor  the  presentation  of  petitions,  a large  number 
were  presented,  which  we  shall  notice  hereafter. 

By  leave  of  the  house,  Mr.  Boon  stated  that  he 
had  had  a consultation  with  Mr.  Sherrod  Williams 
upon  the  subject  of  the  currency  resolution,  which 
he  (Mr.  B.)  had  several  times  moved  to  take  up  and 
consider.  Mr.  W.  had  given  him  some  assurance 
that  he  was  willing  so  to  modify  his  resolution  as  to 
make  it  acceptable  to  himself  as  a substitute  for  the 
one  he  had  offered,  and  which  he  wished  to  have 
acted  on.  But  the  result  of  that  consultation  had 
been  unsuccessful,  Mr.  W.  refusing  so  to  modify  his 
proposition  as  to  make  it  acceptable  to  Mr.  B.  as  a 
substitute  for  his  own.  He  (Mr.  B.)  had  no  other 
alternative  left  him  but  to  resume  his  seat. 

The  comm  ttees  being  about  to  be  called  for  re- 
ports, Mr.  Cambreleng  moved  that  the  house  go  into 
committee  of  the  wnole  on  the  state  of  the  union, 
generally.  Mr.  it.  Garland  moved  that  the  house 
go  into  committee  ot  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
union,  and  take  up  the  senate  pre-emption  bill.  The 
Chair  said  that  it  would  be  for  the  committee  to  de- 
cide what  bills  they  would  take  up.  Mr.  it.  Gar- 
land then  gave  notice  that,  if  the  house  went  into 
committee  of  the  whole,  as  proposed,  he  should 
move  to  take  up  first  the  bill  he  had  named.  Mr. 
Whittlesey  hoped  the  committees  would  be  called  for 
reports.  Mr.  Cambreleng  said  that  that  could  be 
done  every  morning,  and  the  public  business  requir- 
ed immediate  attention.  Mr.  Cashing  asked  what 
effect  this  motion,  if  it  prevailed,  would  have  upon 
the  northwestern  territory  question,  then  under  dis- 
cussion during  the  morning  hour?  The  Chair  said 
it  would  come  up  to-morrow  in  order.  Me.  Everett 
asked  if  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means  intended  to  take  up  the  Indian  appro- 
priation bill  in  commiltee  to-day?  Mr.  Cambreleng 
responded  in  the  affirmative.  Mr.  Everett  intended 
to  propose  an  amendment  to  that  bill,  the  eliect  ol 
which,  he  hoped,  would  be  to  setile  the  Cherokee 
difficulty.  He  hoped  that  bill  would  not  be  taken 
up  to-day.  The  Speaker  asked  if  there  was  any  ob- 
jection to  the  motion  of  the  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee of  ways  and  means?  Mr.  Everett  ojected  on  the 
grounds  he  had  slated.  The  Chair  was  about  to 
commence  the  call  for  reports,  when  Mr.  Cambre- 
leng moved  a suspension  of  the  rule,  for  the  purpose 
01  offerin'-'-  the  motion  above  made.  Mr.  Boon  de- 
manded trie  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordcied. 
Mr.  Pelrikin  demanded  a call  of  (he  house.  Not 
ordered.  The  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  prevail- 
ed by  the  following  vote:  Yeas  106,  nays  37.  And 
the  house  went  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  Howard  in  the  chair.) 

Mr.  Cambreleng  moved  to  take  up  the  Indian  ap- 
propriation bill.  Mr.  Rice  Gotland  moved  to  take 
up  the  senate  pre-emption  bill.  And  the  question 
beino-  put  upon  the  first  ol  these  motions,  no  quorum 
voted.  The  Chair  ordered  another  count,  (by  tellers) 
ai  d the  question  upon  taking  up  the  bill  to  suppress 
Indian  hostilities  for  the  year  1838,  was  again  put, 
but  no  quorum  voted,  and  a third  count  (by  tellers) 
was  ordered;  and,  no  quorum  voting,  the  committee 
rose,  and  reported  the  fact  to  the  house.  Mr.  Whit- 
tlesey hoped  that  the  chairman  of  the  committee  ol 
ways  and  means  would  allow  the  business  of  the 
house  to  proceed  as  on  the  calendar.  Mr.  Petnkin 
asked  if  the  house  could  do  business  without  a quo- 
rum? The  Chair  responded  in  the  negative,  and 
proceeded  to  count  the  house  133  members  being 
within  the  bar,  the  chairman  of  the  commiltee  ol  the 
whole  resumed  the  chair.  The  bill  tor  the  suppression 
of  Indian  hostilities  was  then  taken  up  and  considered. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  had  felt  embarrassed  to  know 
whether  to  make  a speech  or  not,  upon  this  subject. 
He  had  concluded  to  make  none.  This  was  an  im- 
portant bill,  demanding  immediale  action.  There 
was  now  a prospect  ot  the  close  ot  this  disastrous 
war.  There  were  many  protested  bills  yet  to  be 
paid  for  the  suppression  ot  Florida  Indian  hostilities. 
The  bill,  moreovei,  provich  d for  the  maintenance  of 
peace  and  quiet  in  the  Cherokee  country. 

Mr.  C.  tuen  proposed  an  amendment,  reducing 
some  of  the  proposed  appropriations,  and  sent  to 
the  chair  some  official  and  executive  documents  up- 
on the  subject;  which  were  read. 

Mr.  Everett  stated  that,  at  the  proper  time,  he 
should  oiler  a proposition  to  amend  the  bill  by  add- 
ing the  following: 

For  the  payment  to  the  Cherokee  nation, 
after  their  emigration,  the  sum  stipulated 
in  the  1st  article  of  the  treaty  ot  29  a 
December,  1835,  deducting  $500,000 
under  the  2d  article,  and  $400,000  in- 
vested under  the  10th  article  - $4,100,000 

Provided,  the  Cherokee  nation  assent  toieceiveit. 

To.  enable  the  president  to  re-purchase  the 
lauds  ce„ed  by  the  2d  article  of  said 
treaty  - - - 500,000 

For  payments  to  the  Cherokee  nation  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Cherokees  who  have 


not  taken  the  benefit  of  said  treaty — 

1.  For  compensation  in  full  for  all  claims 

for  their  improvements  - - 2,250,000 

2.  For  compensation  for  personal  proper- 

ty which  may  be  abandoned,  not  pro- 
vided for  by  said  treaty  - - 750,000 

3.  For  compensation  for  spoliations  in  full  300,000 

4.  For  commutation  for  claims  for  pen- 
sions under  the  14th  article  - - 50,000 

Provided,  that  no  part  of  the  appropriations  in  this  ar- 
ticle shall  be  expended,  uniess  a majority  of  such  Chero- 
kees shall  have  emigrated  west  of  the  Mississippi  by  the 
1st  of  January  next;  nor  until  the  said  Cherokee  na- 
tion east  shall  have  agreed  so  to  receive  said  sums  in 
full  for  said  claims. 

For  compensation  to  such  Cherokees  as 
shall  emigrate  at  their  own  expense,  by 
1st  January  next,  at  $33  1-3  per  head, 

(15,000  Cherokees)  - 500,000 

For  subsistence,  extended  to  18  months,  to 
such  emigrants,  $50  per  head,  (15,000 
Cherokees)  - 750,000 

Mr.  Bell  proposed  the  following  amendment: 
“Provided,  that  if  the  president  shall  ascertain  that 
all  dissatisfaction  and  further  opposition  on  the  part  of 
any  portion  of  the  Cherokee  Indians  to  the  treaty  of 
1835,  can  be  allayed  or  avoided  by  allowing  an  addi- 
tional compensation  for  lands  ceded  to  the  United  States 
by  said  treaty,  and  that  thereby  the  government  may 
be  saved  the  expense  of  keeping  up  the  large  military 
force  within  the  Cherokee  country  now  contemplated, 
he  is  hereby  authorized  to  apply  two  millions  of  dollars 
of  the  sum  appropriated  by  this  act  to  that  object.’ 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Cambreleng,  above  al- 
luded to,  Was  adopted.  Mr.  Wise  moved  that  the 
committee  rise.  Ordered.  Mr.  Everett  moved  that 
the  bill,  with  all  the  proposed  amendments,  be  print- 
ed. Carried. 

Senate  bills  for  the  relief  of  James  Witherall,  and 
for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Dr.  Thomas  Carter,  de- 
ceased, were  severally  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  senate  bill  to  repeal  certain  provisos  of  an 
act  “to  alter  and  amend  the  several  acts  imposing 
duties  on  imports,”  approved  the  14tli  day  of  July, 
1832,  was  ordered  to  be  read  a third  time  to-morrow. 

The  bill  adding  another  judge  to  this  court,  came 
up  on  its  third  reading,  as  proposed  lo  be  amended 
by  the  comimt  ee  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  so  as 
to  make  the  term  of  office  of  the  proposed  judge, 
four  years,  instead  of  for  life,  as  proposed  in  the  bill. 
A brief  discussion  ensued  on  the  proposition,  after 
which  the  question  was  taken  on  the  amendment. 
Mr.  Petnkin  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
question  of  ordering  the  bill  to  a third  reading.  Not 
ordered.  The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  read  a third  time  to-day;  and,  being  so  read,  was 
passed.  So  the  original  bill,  as  it  came  from  the 
senate,  was  passed.  And  then,  on  motion,  the  house 
adjourned. 

In  order  to  make  room  for  the  debate  between 
Messrs.  Clay  and  Calhoun,  and  the  documents  sub- 
mitted to  congress  in  relation  to  the  treaty  with  the 
Cherokees,  we  are  reluctantly  compelled  to  postpone 
further  details  of  the  proceedings  ot  both  houses  until 
our  next.  The  following  summary,  however,  compri- 
ses all  business  of  interest. 

In  the  senate  on  Thursday,  the  Vice  President  pre- 
sented a communication  from  the  treasury  department, 
in  pursuance  of  a resolution  recently  offered  by  Mr. 
Clay,  of  Kentucky,  in  relation  to  the  receipt  of  bank 
notes  for  revenue.  The  communication  was  read, 
and  was  understood  to  state  that  no  new  orders  had 
been  given  on  the  subject,  and  that  the  receipt  of  bank 
notes  was  a consequence  of  previous  orders,  and  of 
the  resumption  of  specie  payments  by  certain  banks. 
The  communication  was  accompanied  by  a copy  of  a 
letter  from  the  department  to  public  officers  at  New 
York,  dated  April  23,  1833,  which  was  read,  and 
which  was  understood  to  sanction  the  receipt  of  specie- 
paying  bank  notes  from  banks  not  issuing  notes  ol  less 
than  $5,  according  to  orders  and  instructions  given 
previous  to  the  suspension  of  specie  payments. 

Mr.  Clay  moved  that  this  communication  be  laid  on 
the  table  and  printed.  He  said  he  did  not  know  whe- 
ther this  would  furnish  the  occasion  making  it  neces- 
sary for  further  inquiry  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
in  order  to  know  whether  further  instructions  had  been 
given  to  any  of  the  collectors.  The  fact  had  now  ap- 
peared that  they  did  receive  at  New  York,  the.  notes  of 
specie-paying  banks;  and  Mr.  C.  was  understood  to 
say  that  he  had  a letter  in  his  drawer  informing  him 
that,  on  resumption,  the  notes  of  specie  paying  banks 
were  to  be  received  and  disbursed  in  payment  of  the 
public  dues. 

The  communication  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  or- 
dered to  be  pnnted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  White  the  message  of  the  presi- 
dent, and  the  communication  of  file  secretary  of  war, 
in  relation  to  the  removal  of  the  Cherokees,  was  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs.  The  bill  for 
the  continuation  of  the  Cumberland  road  was  passed 
by  a vote  of  23  to  18, — it  was  then  sent  to  the  house 
and  subsequently  returned  with  an  amendment,  in 
which  the  senate  concurred.  Some  time  was  spent  in 
considering  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  naval 
service  for  1833,  but,  without  coming  to  a decision  upon 
it,  the  senate,  after  an  executive  session,  adjourned. 


In  the  senate,  yesterday,  the  navy  appropriation  bill 
was  passed,  after  the  rejection  of  a proposition,  made 
yesterday,  by  Mr.  Crittenden,  to  strike  out  the  appro- 
priation for  the  exploring  expedition. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hubbard,  the  senate  took  up  the 
joint  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Clay,  of  Ky.,  providing 
that  no  discrimination  shall  be  made  as  to  the  currency, 
or  medium  of  payment  in  the  several  branches  of  the 
public  revenue,  or  in  debts  or  dues  to  the  government, 
&c.,  when  Mr.  Webster,  (Mr.  Clay  assenting,)  offered 
the  amendment  before  proposed  to  be  offered  by  him, 
as  follows: 

Strike  out  the  first  clause  of  the  resolution  after  the 
enacting  clause,  and  insert,  That  it  shall  not  be  law- 
ful for  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  make,  or  to  con- 
tinue in  force,  a ly  general  or  ier  which  shall  create 
any  difference  between  the  different  branches  of  reve- 
nue, as  to  the  funds  or  medium  of  payment,  in  which 
debts  or  dues,  accruing  to  the  United  States,  may  be  paid. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Ky.,  expressed  his  indifference  as  to 
which  form  of  the  resolution  should  prevail,  but  argued 
at  s.ome  length  in  support  of  the  objects  to  be  accom- 
plished by  it.  Mr.  Benton  spoke  at  great  length  in  fa- 
vor of  the  specie  circular,  and  against  Mr.  Clay’s  reso- 
lution. Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  asked  the  unanimous 
consent  of  the  senate  so  to  modify  his  resolution  as  to 
make  Mr.  Webster’s  amendment  a part  of  it,  and  to 
strike  out  the  words  “and  shall  be  subsequently  disburs- 
ed (the  bank  notes)  in  a course  of  public  expenditure,  to 
all  public  creditors  who  were  willing  to  receive  them.” 
This  omission  Mr.  C.  had  found  would  render  the  re- 
solution more  acceptable  to  some  senators,  and  he  did 
not  regard  the  clause  as  specially  important. 

Mr.  Calhoun  objecting,  the  modification  could  not  be 
made.  Mr.  Morris  spoke  with  great  decision  in  favor 
of  the  specie  circular  in  its  operations,  past,  present, 
and  to  come,  and  moved  an  adjournment.  Negatived 
— Ayes  19,  noes  20.  On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  Webster  modified  his  amendment  by  striking  out 
‘‘funds,”  and  inserting  money. 

Mr.  W.’s  amendment,  so  modified,  was  then  adopt- 
ed, without  dissent.  Mr.  Clay  moved  to  strike  out  the 
words  quoted  above,  requiring  bank  notes  to  be  paid 
to  those  who  were  willing  to  receive  them.  On  the  call 
of  Mr.  Wright,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  who 
also  signified  his  design  to  move  to  strike  out  the 
whole  remaining  part  ot  the  latter  clause  of  the  resolu- 
tion relating  to  the  receiving  of  bank  notes. 

On  this  a debate  followed,  in  which  Messrs.  Wright, 
King,  Clay,  of  Ky.,  Calhoun,  Cuthbert,  Morris,  and 
Buchanan  participated;  and  without  any  further  action 
on  the  subject,  the  senate  adjourned. 

The  house  of  representatives  on  Tuesday  was  chiefly_ 
occupied  on  the  question  of  referring  the  message  ot 
the  president,  and  the  communication  of  the  secretary 
of  war,  in  reference  to  the  treaty  with  the  Cherokees, 
inserted  in  this  day’s  proceedings  of  the  senate.  It 
caused  a very  animated,  but  desultory  debate — finally, 
it  was  iaid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  Wednesday  considerable  time  was  devoted  to  the 
consideration,  in  committee  of  the  whole,  to  the  bill  for 
the  suppression  of  Indian  hostiliries;  but,  before  the  dis- 
cussion was  concluded,  the  committee  rose,  and  the 
house  adjourned. 

On  Thursday,  a call  of  the  house  having  been  order- 
ed, a motion  of  Mr.  Garland,  of  La.,  whose  object  was 
to  ascertain  where  were  the  ten  o’clockmen,  and  Having 
been  proceeded  in  until  it  was  ascertained  that  133 
members  were  present,  the  call  was  suspe  raed. 

Mr.  Hoffman  then  rose,  and  called  the  attention  of 
the  house  to  the  fact  that  a very  exceptionable  docu- 
ment had  been  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  was  yester- 
day laid  on  the  table.  He  referred  to  a message  of  the 
president  of  the  United  States  enclosing  communica- 
tions from  the  secretaries  of  state  and  the  treasury,  in 
reply  to  a resolution  of  inquiry,  adopted  on  the  30th 
April,  1838,  calling  for  information  as  to  the  extent  to 
which  the  deportation  of  foreign  paupers  to  this  coun- 
try had  been  carried  on.  That  document  contained 
two  extracts  from  the  New  York  “Truth-Teller,’’  in 
which  there  was  nothing  at  all  pertinent  to  the  subject 
of  inquiry,  but  which  consisted  of  anonymous  and  vio- 
lent denunciations  of  the  mayor  and  city  council  ot  the 
city  of  New  York.  Mr.  H.  commented,  in  strong 
terms,  upon  the  extracts  in  question,  and  expressed  liis 
opinion  that  it  was  a mistake  to  which  the  president 
could  not  have  been  a party.  He  concluded  his  re- 
marks, w hich  shall  be  inserted  hereafter,  by  expressing 
his  intention  to  offer,  at  the  proper  time,  a resolution, 
discharging  the  select  commiltee,  to  whom  the  message 
and  reports  from  the  secretaries  of  slate  and  the  trea- 
sury, on  the  subject  of  the  importation  of  foreign  pau 
pers, /roin  the  consideration  of  the  extracts  referred  to, 
and  that  they  be  returned  to  the  president.  He  then 
moved  that  the  resolution  be  made.  Mr.  Beatty  ob- 
jected to  the  reception  of  the  resolution  at  this  time. 
Mr  Hoffman  moved  a suspension  of  ihe  rules  to  enable 
him  to  offer  it.  This  notice  caused  considerable  dis- 
cussion; but  the  house  refused  to  suspend  the  rules. 
Mr.  Thomason  then  offered  a resolution  requesting  the 
president  to  inform  the  house  whether  the  extracts  were 
communicated  to  the  house  by  his  direction,  which, 
being  objected  to,  he  moved  a suspension  of  the  rules. 
Lost.  Several  reports  having  been  received  from  com- 
mittees, the  house  went  into  committee  of  the  whole, 
and  took  up  the  bill  for  the  suppression  of  Indian  hos- 
tilities. After  sometime  spent  therein  the  committee 
rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit.  again.  The  house  next  took 
np,  and  concurred  in  the  senate’s  amendment  to  the 
Cumberland  road  bill,  and  then  adjourned. 
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Tin;  specie  circular.  A joint  resolution,  virtually  re- 
pealing the  specie  circular  of  July,  1836,  lias  passed 
both  houses  of  congress  by  large  majorities,  and,  hav- 
ing been  signed  by  the  president,  is  now  a law  of  the 
land.  In  pursusnee  of  that  law  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  has  addressed  the  circular,  inserted  below,  to 
the  collectors  and  receivers  of  public  money: 

CIRCULAR  FROM  THE  TREASURY  DEPARTMENT. 

To  all  qpllectors  and  receivers  of  public  money:  • 

Treasury  department , June  1,  1838, 

By  a resolution,  passed  the  31st  ultimo,  congress  has, 
declared  “ That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  to  make  or  to  continue  in  force,  any 
general  order,  which  shall  create  any  difference  be- 
tween the  different  branches  of  revenue,  as  to  the  mo- 
ney or  medium  of  payment  in  which  debts  or  dues,  ac- 
cruing to  the  United  States,  may  be  paid,’’ 

To  carry  this  resoludon  into  effect,  it  has  become  ne- 
cessary to  issue  new  instructions  to  collectors  and  re- 
ceivers of  public  money. 

By  the  present  laws  specie  and  treasury  notes  alone 
are  expressly  made  receivable  for  all  kinds  of  public 
dues,  and  you  will  of  course  continue  to  take  them  till 
otherwise  instructed. 

A circular  was  issued  under  the  direction  of  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  on  the  11th  of  July,  1886, 
which,  after  a certain  period  prohibited  any  currency 
from  being  taken  in  payment  of  the  public  lands  except 
specie — no  authority  for  the  issue  of  treasury  notes  be- 
ing then  in  existence. 

This  circular  did  not  order  any  different  medium  to 
be  taken  for  duties— yet,  the  various  reasons  contained 
in  it  were  not  applicable  to  the  revenue  from  customs, 
and  a. practice  had  existed  before  and  has  been  contin- 
ued since,  to  receive  bank  notes  of  a certain  character 
in  payment  of  duties. 

In  this  condition  of  things,  and  without  any  new  le- 
gislation, either  to  extend  the  provisions  of  that  circular 
to  every  branch  of  the  revenue,  or  to  abolish  the  prac- 
tice of  taking  bank  notes  fjr  any  branch  of  it,  congress 
directed,  by  the  resolution  above  quoted,  that  no  differ- 
ence or  discrimination  shall  be  created  or  continued  in 
force  by  any  general  order  emanating  from  this  depart- 
ment. It  has  thus  been  made  the  imperative  duty  of 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  either  to  require  the  col- 
lection of  the  whole  revenue,  in  all  its  branches,  in  gold, 
or  silver,  or  treasury  notes,  or  to  permit,  under  such  re- 
siric  ions  as  the  existing  laws  impose,  and  as  the  safety 
of  the  public  money  may  seem  to  require,  the  accept- 
ance of  bank  notes,  for  lands  sold  as  well  as  for  other 
public  dues. 

However  desirable  it  may  be  on  some  accounts,  that 
the  receipts  and  payments  of  the  general  government 
shall  bo  in  the  currency  provided  in  the  constitution, 
and  however  inexpedient  it  may  be  to  give  undue  en- 
couragement to  a different  currency,  which  by  its  fluc- 
tuations in  quantity  and  value  often  renders  the  wages 
of  labor  uncertain,  gives  instability  to  the  value  of  pro- 
perty, and  thus  enables  the  artful  to  accumulate  wealth 
at  the  expense. of  the  unwary,  it  is  not  believed  that  this 
department  can  find  a sufficient  warrant  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  congress,  or  in  the  public  opinion,  to  justi- 
fy the  sudden  and  total  exclusion  at  this  time  of  the 
notes  of  specie  paying  banks  from  reception  for  public 
dues  of  every  description. 

Important  changes  have  also  taken  place  since  July, 
1836,  in  the  condition  of  the  banks  and  of  business  ge- 
nerally, which  have  diminished  the  necessity  for  unusu- 
al checks  on  excesses  and  overactions. 

Influenced  by  these  considerations,  and  by  a desire 
to  accommodate  the  public  debtors  as  far  is  compatible 
with  the  restrictions  of  law  and  the  safety  of  the  pecu- 
niary interests  committed  to  my  care,  I feel  bound  to 
enforce  the  uniformity  now  required,  by  availing  my- 
self of  the  permission  given  in  the  resolution  of"  1816, 
to  receive  the  notes  of  bank,  and  by  extending,  under 
suitable  limitations,  the  receipt  of  such  notes  equally  to 
all  branches  of  the  public  revenue. 

The  limitations  as  to  the  character  of  the  notes  re- 
ceivable, will  be  such  a3  are  required  by  express  laws, 
or  by  necessary  implication.  Some  of  these  limitations 
have  always,  except  at  one  brief  interval,  been  adopted 
in  practice  since  the  formation  of  the  constitution,  and 
are  deemed  essential  to  maintain  a sound  currency,  so 
indispensable  to  the  prosperity  of  trade  and  a healthy 
state  of  public  morals.  Others  have  been  introduced 
more  recently  to  promote  fiscal  convenience,  the  public 
security,  and  an  equal  standard  of  value. 

1st.  You  will  in  conformity  to  the  obvious  intent  of 
the  resolution  of  1816,  take  such  bank  notes  only  as 
are  “payable,  and  paid  on  demand,  in  the  legal  curren- 
cy of  the  United  States.’’ 

2d.  You  will  receive  none  of  a less  denomination 
than  twenty  dollars;  the  reception  of  all  smaller  denom- 
inations being  virtually  prohibited  by  the  second  sec- 
tion of  the  act  of  April  14th,  1836,  which  forbids  their 
being  paid  out  to  any  creditor  of  the  United  States. 
Though  smaller  notes  offered  for  duties  could,  from  the 
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nearness  of  banks  in  most  seaports,  be  taken,  and 
easily  exchanged  before  making  payments,  yet,  from 
the  remoteness  of  many  land  offices  from  banks,  this 
could  not  be  effected  there  without  much  delay  and  ex- 
pense; and  ns  uniformity  is  now  required,  the  provision 
must  be  made  general. 

3d.  Nor  will  you  accept  bank  notes  of  any  denomi- 
nation, unless  the  same  be  “payable,  on  demand,  in 
gold  and  silver  coin,  at  the  place  where  issued,’’  and 
“equivalent  to  specie  at  the  place  where’’  received,  as 
is  substantially  required  by  the  last  mentioned  act  in 
respect  to  payments.  These  requirements  can,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  department,  be  enforced  with  greater 
certainty,  and  unnecessary  risk  and  loss  more  surely 
avoided,  by  confining  the  receipt,  as  has  been  the  usage 
at  some  former  periods,  to  the  notes  of  banks  situated 
within  your  state,  and  in  the  adjoining  state.  The  cred- 
it of  these  notes  can  usually  be  best  Itnown — counter- 
feits of  them  more  easily  detected — and  specie  obtained 
for  them  with  less  delay  when  it  is  wanted  for  public- 
purposes. 

4th.  You  will  not  take  the  notes  of  any  bank  which, 
since  the  4th  of  July,  1836,  has  issued  “any  note  or  bill 
of  a less  denomination  than  five  dollars;’’  the  notes  of 
all  such  banks  being  expressly  excluded  by  the  eighth 
section  of  the  act  of  the  23d  June,  1836. 

Great  care  will  be  expected  from  you  in  carrying  into 
effect  this,  and  all  former  circulars  still  in  force;  and  par- 
ticularly is  it  enjoined  that  receivers  be  vigilant  to  fur- 
nish every  facility  to  the  registers  for  making  the  month- 
ly examinations,  recently  required,  of  the  funds  and 
vouchers  on  hand,  and  to  guard  against  the  imposition 
upon  the  land  offices  of  bank  notes  not  safe  or  equiva- 
lenfto  specie,  and  not  well  known  to  be  receivable,  ac- 
cording to  the  spirit  of  these  instructions,  and  the  man- 
ifest intentions  of  the  acts  of  congress,  which  they  are 
designed  to  enforce. 

Respectfully, 

Levi  Woodbury, 
Secretary  of  the  treasury. 


^Agricultural  fair.  The  agricultural  society  of 
Kent  county,  Maryland,  proposes  to  give,  at  the  next 
annual  fair,  a premium  of  a silver  cup  for  the  best  acre 
of  corn  and  wheat;  also  premiums  for  the  best  colt  not 
more  than  two  years  old,  the  best  calf,  the  best  home 
made  carpet,  for  the  best  home-made  stockings,  the 
best  home-made  cloth,  the  best  sample  of  butter,  the 
best  sewing  silk,  for  the  best  crop  of  timothy  and  clover, 
on  one  acre,  the  best  crop  of  sugar  beets,  mangel  wurt- 
zell,  rutu  baga,  and  potatoes  on  one-fourth  of  an  acre; 
the  best  boar,  sow,  ram,  ewe,  &c. 

Maine.  On  the  24th  ult.  the  governor  and  council 
met  to  examine  the  returns  of  votes  for  member  of  con- 
gress for  Oxford  district,  in  place  of  the  late  hon.  T.  J. 
Carter,  deceased.  The  whole  number  of  votes  return- 
ed are  8,321. 

For  Virgil  Delpbini  Parris,  (Van  Buren,)  4,349 
N.  S.  Littlefield,  “ 166 

Joseph  G.  Cole,  “ 60 

Judah  Dana,  “ 3 

R.  K.  Goodenow,  (conservative,)  30 

Scattering,  (for  12  different  persons,)  23 

4,631 

Zadoz  Long,  (whig,)  3,690—3,690 


94! 

Van  Buren  plurality,  including  conservative  and  scat- 
tering. 

The  majority  for  V.  D.  Parris  is  187.  His  plurality 
over  all  others  377. 

According  to  the  official  list,  the  votes  in  the  district, 
when  Mr.  Carter  was  elected,  were  as  follows: 

For  Timothy  J.  Carter,  (Van  Buren,)  4,163 
Joseph  Tobin,  “ 281 

Alfred  Prince,  “ 55 

Joseph  G.  Cole,  “ 44 

Amo3  Nourse,  “ 3 

Oliver  Bolster,  “ 2 


OFFICIAL — TREASURY  NOTES. 

Treasury  department,  June  1,  1333. 

The  whole  amount  of  treasury  notes  authorized  by  the 
act  of  12th  of  October,  1837,  has  been  issued  by  the 
treasurer,  viz:  - - - $10,000,000 

Of  that  amount  there  has  been  returned  to 
the  treasury  for  duties  and  lands,  and  in 
payment  of  debts  to  the  United  States, 
about  ....  6,000,000 


Leaving  $4,000,000 

The  treasury  notes  issued  up  to  this  day  under  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  21st  May,  1833,  amount  to 
$300,307  26. 

Levy  Woodbury, 
Secretary  of  the  treasury. 

The  “ Richmond  Enquirei”  of  yesterday,  after  con- 
gratulating its  readers  on  the  passage  of  the  resolution 
rescinding  the  specie  circular,  says— “the  resolution, 
upon  the  face  of  it,  only  does  away  the  discrimination 
between  the  monies  to  be  received  for  public  lands  and 
customs;  but  in  point  of  fact, tit  will  supersedt  the  call 
for  specie  in  the  payment  of  the  public  lands — as  it  is 
sufficiently  obvious,  at  present,  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  will  not  resort  to  a general  requisition  for 
specie.  The  resolution  was  voted  for  accordingly  on 
that  principle. 

There  can  be  little  doubt,  this  measure  will  smooth 
the  way  to  the  resumption  of  specie  payments  by  the 
western,  northwestern,  and  southwestern  banks.  The 
Detroit  banks  complain  that  their  resumption  is  em- 
barrassed by  the  specie  circular,  which  drains  the 
banks  there  to  buy  lands.  This  complaint  will  now 
be  removed— and  a new  impulse  will  be  communicated 
to  the  recuperative  energies  of  all  the  solvent  western 
banks. 

New  York  money  market.  The  New  York  Gazette 
of  Thursday,  says:  “ Exchange  on  England  is  gettnig 
up.  Prime  bills  on  London  are  held  at  8 per  cent. 
The  Sampson  and  Orpheus,  which  arrived  yesterday, 
brought  a large  amount  of  specie;  and,  as  our  last  dates 
from  England  informed  that  accounts  had  been  received 
from  New  York  of  the  fall  of  exchange  to  4 1-2  per 
cent.,  we  may  expect  still  further  imports  of  the  pre- 
cious metals  by  the  next  packets.  Drafts  on  Philadel- 
phia sold  yesterday  at  2 per  cent,  discount.” 

Gen.  Jesup,  accompanied  by  his  aids,  arrived  in  this 
city  on  Tuesday  last,  via  Norfolk.  On  noticing  the 
arrival  of  Gen.  J.  the  “Globe’’  says:  “ We  believe  the 
war  in  Florida  may  now  be  considered  at  an  end. 
There  are  but  a small  band  of  Mickasukies,  and  only 
a single  chief  of  note,  still  absconding  in  the  swamps. 
Gen.  Jesup  has  taken  altogether  about  seventeen  hun- 
dred of  these  banditti,  and  among  them  the  most  in- 
fluential, daring,  and  mischievous  chiefs.’’ 


For  Oliver  Herrick, 

George  Evans, 

James  Brooks 

Van  Buren  plurality, 

Hon.  James  S.  Conway,  governor  of  the  state  of  Ar- 
kansas, arrived  in  this  city  on  Thursday  last. 

From  Texas.  New  Orleans,  May  20.  The  steam 
packet  Columbia  arrived  yesterday  in  three  days  from 
Texas.  Congress  was  in  session," but  in  daily,  expecta- 
tion of  adjourning.  President  Houston  had  declined 
executing  the  land  patents,  in  a communication  to  con- 
gress, explaining  his  views  at  length.  The  Banner  re- 
marks, the  course  of  the  executive  had  been  severely 
censured  by  some,  but  it  is  thought  his  explanation  will 
be  deemed  satisfactory. 

At  a ball  lately  given  at  Bexar,  a rencontre  took  place 
between  major  Tinsley  and  Eugene  Navarro,  which 
resulted  in  the  death  of  both.  Tinsley  shot  Navarro 
with  a pistol,  but  was  killed  himself  by  a bowie  knife 
in  the  hands  of  his  expiring  antagonist-  We  have  not 
learned  the  immediate  cause  of  the  affray,  but  under- 
stand that  an  old  feud  existed  between  the  parties. 

From  England.  By  the  packet  ship  Orpheus, 
from  Liverpool,  and  the  Sampson  from  London, 
the  editor  of  the  N.  Y.  Courier  and  Enquirer  has 
received  London  papers  to  the  1st  and  Liverpool  to 
the  2d  of  May.  They  are  totally  destitute  of  any 
political  intelligence  which  would  be  of  interest 
here.  The  British  parliament  is  again  in  session,  but 
its  proceedings  are  chiefly  confined  to  local  matters. 
The  coronation  of  the  queen  is  postponed  to  the 
28th  June,  audit  appears  definitively  settled +hat 
this  ceremony  is  to  be  conducted  on  the  reduced 
scale  of  expenditures  observed  at  the  coronation  of 
William  I V — reduced  at  least  in  comparison  with 
that  which  took  place  on  the  coronation  of  George 
IV.  Mr.  Biddle’s  letter  to  Mr.  Adams  was  receiv- 
ed on  the  30th  of  April.  The  London  papers  were 
much  occupied  with  the  affairs  of  Mr.  Jaudon  and 
the  U.  S.  Bank.  Lord  Palmerston  took  occasion, 
at  a dinner  given  him  by  his  electors  at  Tveriton, 
to  compliment  the  course  of  our  government  in  re- 
lation to  the  Canadian  revolt.  The  discussion  of 
the  two  prominent  questions  before  the  chamber  of 
deputies  of  France — the  establishment  of  a grand 
system  of  railroads  communicating  with  the  capital 

and  the  conversation  of  the  five  per  cent  ctock 

has  been  delayed  until  the  first  week  in  May. 

From  Spain  the  accounts  are  of  the  same  unde- 
cided character  that  they  have  been  for  this  long 
time  past. 


4,550 

(whig,)  2,397 

“ 5 

“ 2 

2,146 
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Sir  Francis  Head  The  Liverpool  Chroni- 
cle holds  the  following  language  in  regard  to  sir 
Francis  Head.  His  honor  was  quite  too  fiery  for 
the  occasion,  and  we  think  he  is  beginning  to  find 
it  out.  [Alb.  Adv. 

Sir  Francis  Head  closed  the  Upper  Canadian 
legislative  session  on  the  Gth  of  March,  in  a long 
speech,  teeming  with  the  most  outrageous  and  stu- 
pid bombast.  This  weak  headed  functionary  has 
not  closed  his  inglorious  career  in  the  Upper  pro- 
vince without  adding  fresh  fuel  to  the  flame,  which 
his  egregious  folly  enkindled  among  the  people  of 
the  United  States.  It  will  be  recollected  that  his 
opening  speech  in  December  last,  gave  grpatotfence 
by  the  gratuitous  attack  which  he  made  therein  on 
the  Americans,  en  masse,  for  aiding  and  abetting 
the  Canadian  insurgents. 

In  Ins  closing  address  to  the  provincial  parlia- 
ment, he  repeats  his  charge  against  them  in  aggra- 
vated terms,  although  he  must  have  known  that  the 
bulk  of  the  United  States  citizens  have,  from  the 
commencement  of  the  outbreak,  been  warmly  in 
favor  of  the  British  government,  and  the  contin- 
uance of  its  authority  in  the  Canadas — the  dissen- 
tients being  confined  to  a handful  of  restless  and 
desperate  adventurers  on  the  frontier  states.  In 
the  face  of  this  fact,  however,  he  not  only  launches 
his  anathemas  against  the  nation  collectively,  but 
affects  to  sneer,  in  his  small  way.  at  their  republi- 
can form  of  government,  as  contrasted  with  the 
beauties  of  monarchical  institutions.  This,  as  may 
be  expected,  has  roused  Jonathan’s  bile,  heightened 
by  the  memory  of  the  outrage  committed  on  the 
steamboat  Caroline  and  its  crew,  sanctioned  as  it 
was  by  this  booby  governor. 

To  mike  the  matter  worse,  at  the  very  moment 
when  sir  Francis  Head  was  thus  insanely  commit- 
ting himself,  a correspondence  was  passing  between 
the  British  ambassador,  at  Washington,  and  Mr. 
Forsyth,  the  American  secretary  of  state,  touching 
the  capture  and  destruction  of  the  steamboat  in 
question,  by  a Canadian  force  on  the  American  side 
of  the  Niagara.  It  appears,  from  the  correspon- 
dence, that  the  American  government  is  determined 
not  to  let  this  a flair  rest,  a remonstrance  having 
been  addressed  on  the  subject  to  the  British  go- 
vern nent.  We  do  not  anticipate  that  any  thing 
serious  will  arise  out  of  the  affair;  but  we  must  do 
sirFrancis  Bond  Head  the  credit  of  saying  that  his 
exertions  have  not  been  wanting  to  fan  it  into  a 
flame. 


From  the  Globe. 

REMOVAL  OF  THE  CHEROKEES. 
Major  general  Scott,  of  Ike  United  Stales  army  sends 
to  the  Cherokee  people,  remaining  in  North  Caro- 
lina, Georgia,  Tennessee  and  Alabama,  this  ad- 
dress. 

Cherokees!  The  president  of  the  United  States 
has  sent  me,  with  a powerful  army,  to  cause  you, 
in  obedience  to  the  treaty  of  133-5,  to  join  that  part 
of  your  people  who  are  already,  established  in 
prosperity  on  the  other  side  of  the  Mississippi. — ■ 
Unhappily,  the  two  years  which  were  allowed  for 
the  purpose,  you  have  suffered  to  pass  away  with- 
out following,  and  without  making  any  preparation 
to  follow,  and  now,  or  by  the  time  that  this  solemn 
address  shall  reach  your  distant  settlements,  the 
emigration  must  be  commenced  in  haste,  but,  I 
hope,  without  disorder.  I have  no  power,  by  grant- 
ing a farther  delay,  to  correct  the  error  that  you 
have  committed.  The  full  moon  of  May  is  already 
on  the  wane,  and  before  another  shall  have  passed 
away,  every  Cherokee,  man,  woman,  and  child,  in 
those  states,  must  be  in  motion  to  join  their  brethren 
in  tile  far  west. 

My  friends:  This  is  no  sudden  determination  on 
the  part  of  the  president,  whom  you  and  I must 
now  obey.  By  the  treaty  the  emigration  was  to 
have  been  completed  on  or  before  the  23d  of  this 
month;  and  the  president  has  constantly  kept  you 
warned,  during  the  two  years  allowed,  through  all 
his  officers  and  agents  in  this  country,  that  the 
treaty  would  be  enforced. 

I am  come  to  carry  out  that  determination.  My 
troops  already  occupy  many  positions  in  the  coun- 
try that  you  are  to  abandon,  and  thousands  and 
thousands  are  approaching,  from  every  quarter,  to 
render  resistance  and  escape  alike  hopeless.  All 
these  troops,  regular  and  militia,  are  your  friends. 
Receive  them  and  confide  in  them  as  such.  Obej' 
Ihem  when  they  tell  you  that  you  can  remain  no 
longer  in  this  country.  Soldiers  are  as  kind  hear- 
ted as  brave,  and  the  desire  of  every  one  of  us  is 
to  execute  our  painful  duty  in  mercy.  We  are 
commanded  by  the  president  to  act  towards  you  in 
that  spirit,  anil  such  is  also  the  wish  of  the  wffiole 
people  of  America. 

Chiefs,  head-men  and  warriors!  Will  you,  then, 
by  resistence,  compel  us  to  resort  to  arms?  God 


forbid!  Or  will  yon,  by  flight,  seek  to  hide  your- 
selves in  mountains  and  forests,  and  thus  oblige  us 
to  hunt  you  down?  Remember  that,  in  pursuit,  it 
may  be  impossible  to  avoid  conflicts.  The  blood 
of  tile  white  man,  or  the  blood  of  the  red  man,  may 
be  spilt,  and  if  spilt,  however  accidentally,  it  may 
be  impossible  for  the  discreet  and  humane  among 
you,  or  among  tis  to  prevent  a general  war  arid  car- 
nage. Think  of  this,  my  Cherokee  brethren!  I 
am  an  old  warrior,  and  have  been  present  at  many 
a. scene  of  slaughter;  hut  spare  me,  I beseech  you. 
the  horror  of  witnessing  the  destruction  of  the 
Cherokees. 

Do  not,  I invite  you,  even  wait  for  the  close  ap- 
proach of  the  troops;  but  make  such  preparations 
lor  emigration  as  you  can,  and  hasten  to  this  place, 
to  Ross’s  landing,  or  to  Gunter’s  landing,  where 
you  all  will  be  received  in  kindness  by  officers  se- 
lected for  the  purpose.  You  will  find  food  for  all, 
and  clothing  for  the  destitute,  at  either  of  those 
places,  and  thence,  at  your  ease  and  in  comfort,  be 
transported  to  your  new  homes  according  to  the 
terms  of'  the  treaty. 

This  is  the  address  of  a warrior  to  warriors. — 
May  his  entreaties  be  kindly  received,  and  inny  the 
God  of  both  prosper  the  Americans  and  Cherokees, 
and  preserve  them  long  in  peace  and  friendship 
with  each  other! 

Winfield  Scott. 

, Cherokee  Agency,  May  10,  1833. 


ILLINOIS— POLITICS  OF  THE  DAY. 

LETTER  OK  A.  M.  JENKINS. 

To  the  editor  of  the  Backwoodsman. 

Mr.  Russell.  In  your  paper  of  the  15th  instanl, 

I find  an  article  relative  to  the  candidate  forgovernor 
at  the  ensuing  August  election,  in  which  iny  name 
is  brought  before  the  public  as  the  probable  candi- 
date for  that  office,  to  be  run  bv  the  party  in  favor 
of  the  administration  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  and  in 
which  it  is  said  “the  eyes  of  the  parly  are  turned  to- 
wards ins  with  the  anxious  hope  that  I will  take  the 
field,  and  that,  in  justice  to  my  fellow-citizens,  I 
ought  at  once  to  acquaint  them  of  iny  determina- 
tion.” I have  also  been  called  upon,  from  different 
parts  of  the  state,  by  individuals,  some  in  person,  and 
others  by  letter,  to  become  a candidate  for  the  same 
office. 

Were  I under  the  present  call  to  become  a candi- 
date, I must,  of  course,  be  run  by  the  Van  Bnren 
party,  the  call  upon  me  being  from  (hat  quarter;  be- 
sides, the  oilier  party  have  a candidate,  with  whom 
they  are  satisfied.  I must  expect  lo  be  voted  for  by 
the  n,  and,  if  elected,  be  elected  by  them;  and,  were 
I to  conceal  iny  sentiments,  or  remain  silent  and  per- 
mit them  to  elect  me  undpr  the  b lief  that  I was  still 
with  them  in  sentiment,  it  would  amount  to  an  ac- 
knowledgment on  my  part  that  I w'as.  Honesty  on 
my  part,  and  justice  towards  them  as  a party,  would 
require  of  me  that  I should,  so  far  as  I took  any  part 
in  the  politics  of  the  general  government,  support 
and  sustain  them. 

No  man  could  be  more  proud  than  I would  to  be 
governor  of  this  young  and  flourishing  state.  I 
should  consider  it  the  greatest  honor,  almost,  that 
could  be  conferred  upon,  me  by  any  people;  but  if  I 
ever  should  arrive  at  that  honor,  1 wish  to  do  it  hon- 
estly; a*d,  were  I to  practise  any  deception  upon  my 
fellow-cif  zens  in  regard  to  ray  sentiments,  by  which 
[ might  by  possibility  be  elected  to  that  office,  I 
should  consider  myself  unworthy  to  fill  it.  Candor  on 
my  part,  and  justice  towards  the  respectable  parly  with 
whom  I have  formerly  acted  in  good  faith,  who  now, 
lo  some  extent,  seem  inclined  to  elevate  me  still  more , 
r eyuire  of  me  to  make  known  to  them,  thus  publicly, 
that  my  mind  is  undergone  a material  change  as  to  the 
policy  pursued  by  the  administration.  I now  stand,  in 
many  things,  decidedly  opposed  to  Mr.  Van  Buren’s 
policy.  Their  deleterious  effects  upon  every  inter- 
est of  the  country  have  brought  conviction  lo  ray 
mind  that  they  are  wrong,  have  been  productive  of 
much  evil  already,  and  will  be  of  much  more  (if  per- 
sisted m)  to  the  country  generally,  but  particularly 
so  to  the  west.  Believing  this,  as  I hones'ly  do,  I 
am  bound  to  oppose  them,  for  I am  in  favor  of  my 
country  in  preference  to  men.  I may,  at  some  future 
time,  speak  of  some  more  of  the  measures  of  this 
administration  which  I believe  to  be  wrong;  but  at 
present  I shall  mention  but  one,  it  being  the  one 
about  which  the  most  is  said:  I mean  the  indepen- 
dent or  sub-treasury  bill.  To  this  bill,  in  all  the  va- 
rious shapes  it  has  assumed,  I am  opposed.  In  re- 
ference to  it  I could  make  no  compromise,  although 
I think  it  very  likely  to  pass  and  become  the  law  of 
the  land. 

Having  expressed  these  views,  I think  my  friends 
will  agree  with  me  that  T cannot,  consistently  agree 
to  become  a candidate  at  this  time,  to  be  run  by  the 
party  in  favor  of  Mr.  Van  Buren’s  administration. 
It  would  be  an  imposition  upon  them.  They  will 


no  doubt  think  i have  acted  properly  to  decline 
being  a candidate,  and  readily  excuse  me.  I am, 
sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  Jenkins. 

Edwardsville,  April  20,  I83S. 


From  the  Huntsville  Democrat. 

LETTER  FROM  THE  HON.  WILLIAM 
SMITH. 

To  my  fellow  citizens  of  Madison  county. 

Since  t he- 1 5th  of  July  last,  certain  editorial  re- 
marks have  'appeared  in  several  of  the  different 
numbers  of  the  newspaper  called  the  Southern  Ad- 
vocate, published  in  Huntsville,  concerning  myself, 
with  the  evident  intention  to  derogate  from  my  res- 
pectability in  your  estimation.  All  of  which  I 
should  have  permitted  to  pass  unnoticed, had  not  a re- 
cent publicadon  appeared  in  that  paper,  on  the  29th 
September  last,  in  the  shape  of  a correspondence 
between  Dr.  Miles  Selden  Watkins,  of  Huntsville, 
and  his  brother-in-law,  the  Hon.  Benjamin  Watkins 
Leigh,  of  Richmond,  Virginia:  and  also  of  Le  Roy 
Pope,  jr.,  esq  , the  editor  of  the  Southern  Advocate, 
and  general  Samuel  Smith,  of  Baltimore.  In  that 
correspondence,  Dr.  Miles  Selden  Watkins,  the 
lion.  Benjamin  Watkins  Leigh,  and  Le  Roy  Pope, 
jr.,  esq.,  have  made  a very  free  use  of  iny  name,  and 
seem  to  have  been  specially  careful  to  give  it  a 
wide  circulation  in  the  newspapers,  both  at  home 
and  abroad. 

They  have  not  bpen  content  with  giving  it  an 
early  and  extraordinary  circulation  through  that 
channel,  but  Doctor  Miles  Selden  Watkins,  and  Le 
Roy  Pope,  jr.,  esq.,  and  a few  of  their  political  asso- 
ciates, in  Huntsi ille,  have  been  busily  engaged  in 
giving  it  currency  in  Madison  county.  This  they 
do  by  asking  gentlemen  from  the  country,  when 
they  come  to  Huntsville,  “if  they  have  read  the  cor- 
respondence?” And  when  inquired  at,  what  corres- 
pondence? They  reply  in  a half  whisper;  “judge 
Smith  has  got  himself  into  difficulty  that  he  cannot 
get  out  of.”  And  then  proceeded  to  unfold  the 
high  offence  I had  committed  against  the  memory 
of  chief  justice  Marshall,  by  saying  he  owned  shares 
in  the  United  States  Bank  in  July,  immediately 
previous  to  the  time  when  he  presided  in  the  case 
of  McCulloch  vs.  the  state  of  Maryland. 

I have  been  a good  deal  teased  with  such  stories 
as  this,  vvithin  the  last  seven  or  eight  years,  and  by 
this  very  sort  of  men;  and  1 believe  I have  hereto- 
fore fallen  into  no  difficulty  from  which  I have  not 
extricated  myself.  But  should  I be  so  unfortunate 
as  not  to  be  able  to  extricate  myself  from  this  diffi. 
enlty  by  my  own  means,  I can  assure  Doctor  Miles 
S allien  Watkins,  his  brother-in  law,  the  hon.  Ben- 
jamin Watkins  Leigh,  and  Le  Roy  Pope,  jr.,  esq.,  I 
shall  by  no  means  invoke  their  aid. 

But  I beg  my  fellow  cilizens  to  forbear  making 
up  an  opinion  on  that  correspondence,  until  they 
hear  my  side  of  the  story.  And  when  the  whole 
subject  shall  be  fairly  placed  before  them,  then  I 
shall,  with  great  cheerfulness,  yield  to  any  opinion 
they  may  arrive  at  , from  the  facts.  One  thing  I 
will  now  assert,  that  what  I said,  respecting  chief 
justice  Marshall,  was  true:  and  I pledge  mysell  to 
establish  it,  notwithstanding,  Doctor  Miles  Selden 
Watkins  and  his  political  associates  ‘■'here  are  not 
willing  to  admit  the  truth  of  such  allegations.” 

I have  various  reasons  for  asking  your  indulgence 
for  time  to  reply;  In  the  first  place,  I have  been 
extremely  busy  since,  sometime  before  the  publica- 
tion of  that  important  correspondence,  attending  to 
business  important  to  my  private  interest.  I shall  also 
in  a short  time  leave  home  for  the  legislature,  where 
I shall  be  otherwise  engaged.  Moreover,  I am  desir- 
ous to  procure  some  documents,  which  I know  to  ex- 
ist, not  yet  within  mv  reach:  admirable  ingredients  to 
dissipate  slanders  and  falsehoods.  Lastly;  this  cor- 
respondence has  been  published  in  the  city  ol  Rich- 
mond; in  the  city  of  Philadelphia;  in  the  city  of 
New  York;  in  the  city  of  Boston;  and  in  the  city 
of  Mobile.  And  published  in  all  those  distant 
cities  before  it  made  its  appearance  here,  in 
the  Southern  Advocate,  where  Doctor  Miles  Selden 
Watkins  and  Le  Roy  Pope,  jr.,  esq.,  reside  two  of  the 
principal  actors  in  this  deeply  interesting  scene.  I 
want  time  to  inquire  for  the  reasons  lor  this  new' 
mode  of  attack.  And  perhaps  by  some  delay  I may 
be  enabled  to  trace  their  motives.  For  I will  be 
able  to  show  from  incontrovertible  evidence,  that 
every  word  I said,  which  prompted  this  correspond- 
ence, was  necessarily  drawn  from  me,  in  self  de- 
fence, by  previous  publications  in  the  very  self 
same  Southern  Advocate,  from  the  pen  of  the  iden- 
tical Le  Roy  Pope,  jr.,  esq.,  editor  of  that  paper. 
The  cause  is  unknown  to  my  friends  at  a distance 
who  are  sending  me  slips  from  newspapers  publish- 
ed abroad,  containing  the  most  envenomed  portion 
of  the  ebullitions  of  the  hon.  Benjamin  Watkins 
Leigh,  over  his  own  name,  and  headed  in  large 
capital  letters,  dander  detected. 
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To  enable  me  to  meet  these  enormities,  and  ar- 
rest their  progress  until  I can  respond  to  them  ful- 
ly, I respectfully  request  the  Mobile  Commercial 
Register  and  Patriot,  the  Flag  of  the  Union,  the 
Cahawba  Democrat,  the  Montgomery  Advertiser, 
the  Florence  Gazette,  the  Richmond  Enquirer,  and 
the  Globe,  to  republish  this  address.  In  addition  to 
subscribing  my  name,  I am  a subscrber  to  each  ol 
these  papers. 

And  as  the  Richmond  Whig,  the  Sentinel  and 
Herald,  of  Pmladelphia,  and  some  other  papers,  the 
names  unknown,  in  Boston,  New  York,  Piiiladel- 
phia,  Mobile,  and  various  other  places  have  pub- 
lished that  correspondence,  or  extracts  from  it,  I 
respectfully  call  on  them  to  republish  this  address 
also,  as  an  act  of  retributive  justice  which  I claim  at 
their  hands. 

I am  with  great  respect, 

Wm.  Smith. 

Huntsville,  Ala.,  Od.  J 7,  1837. 

COMMODORE  WOOLSEY. 

This  gallant  otlicer,  whose  death  has  been  briefly 
mentioned,  had  been  indisposed  for  several  weeks, 
first  from  erysipelas,  .ami  then  dropsy.  The  fol- 
lowing notice  accompanies  the  annunciation  of  his 
decease  in  the  New  York'  Commercial  Advertiser: 

Our  first  knowledge  of  him  as  an  officer,  was 
during  the  “ restrictive  energies”  of  Mr.  Jefferson. 
In  order  to  enforce  the  embargo  and  non-intercourse 
laws,  an  armed  brig  was  built  upon  Lake  Ontario, 
called  the  Oneida,  the  command  of  which  was  as- 
signed to  Woolsey,  then  a lieutenant.  He  had  seen 
much  previous  service  on  the  ocean,  and  was  en- 
gaged in  the  Tripolitan  war  with  Decatur  and 
others. 

He  remained  in  the  lake  service  for  several  years, 
and  was  one  ofthe  most  active  and  efficient  officers 
during  the  war  with  Great  Britain,  under  commo- 
dore Chauncey.  Several  very  gallant  affairs  were 
conducted  by  him  with  signal  success.  When  the 
U i i ted  States  were  building  the  large  ships  at  Sack- 
ett’s  H irbjr,  Woolsey  was  sent  to  bring  the  anchors, 
cables,  and  rigging  from  below. 

The  roads  at  that  day  were  so  bad,  from  Rome  to 
Sackatt’s  Harbor,  as  to  render  their  transportation 
by  land  all  but  impracticable.  It  was  therefore 
determined,  if  possible,  to  take  them  in  the  Durham 
boats  through  VYood  creek  and  Oneida  lake,  to  Os- 
wego, and  thence  round,  keeping  the  boats  close  in 
shore  to  Sackatt’s  Harbor.  Ascertaining,  however, 
that  his  intentions  had  been  discovered  by  the  ene- 
my through  the  instrumentality  of  spies,  and  that 
the  British  commander  on  Lake  Ontario  was  pre- 
paring to  intercept  his  boats,  Woolsey  resorted  lo  a 
stratagem  which  so  far  threw  Sir  James  Lucas  Yeo 
from  off'  his  guard  as  well  nigh  to  ensure  his  success. 
The  vogage  from  Oswego  was  commenced  pros- 
perously— Woolsey  himself  proceeding  along  the 
shore  by  land,  ami  watching  their  movements. 
When  oi  the  mouth  of  Salmon  river,  however,  a 
detachment  of  the  enemy’s  flotilla  discovered  the 
boats,  which  were  compelled  to  put  into  that  har- 
bor for  shelter,  and  the  naval  stores  were  hurried 
on  shore,  where  the  only  armed  protection  consist- 
ed of  a company  of  riflemen  under  major.  Appleton. 

A d -tachment  of  the  enemy  entered  the  harbor  in 
pursuit  and  landed.  By  advice  of  Woolsey,  anh 
under  his  own  conduct,  the  riflemen  were  placed  in 
ambush,  with  directions  not  to  (ire  until  the  near 
approach  ofthe  enemy.  Tire  enemy  advanced  un- 
conscious of  the  ambuscade,  until  within  a conve- 
nient distance  when  they  were  received  by  a de- 
structive fire.  In  a loud  voice  Woolsey  ordered  “ a 
charge,”  whereupon  the  riflemen  rushed  impetu- 
ously forward,  with  loud  cheers,  and  holding  their 
weapons  in  the  position  of  charged  bayonets.’  The 
result  was  the  surrender  of  the  enemy  at  discretion. 
They  wire  co  nmanded  by  an  officer  named  Pop- 
ham,  of  the  British  navy,  and  an  old  acquaintance 
of  Woolsey’s.  As  Popham  came  forward  to  sur- 
render his  sword,  Woolsey  exclaimed  “ Why,  Pop- 
ham,  what  on  earth  are  yon  doing  up  this  creek?” 
After  some  indifferent  reply,  and  asurvey  of  Wool- 
sey’s force,  Popham  observed — “ Well,  Woolsey, 
this  is  the  first  time  I ever  heard  of  riflemen  charg- 
ing bayonets!” 

The  first  attempt  of  the  enemy  upon  Sackett’s 
Harbor  was  repelled  by  Woolsey,  with  the  Oneida 
brig  alone.  This  affair  happened  early  in  the  war, 
betore  the  United  States  were  prepared  to  take  the 
lake  with  a squadron.  He  was  also  in  command  at 
Oswego  where  the  attack  of  the  British  was  so 
brilliantly  repulsed,  on  which  occasion  he  displayed 
great  skill  and  bravery. 

He  remained  in  command  of  the  marine  at  Sack- 
ett’s Harbor  after  the  close  of  the  war,  we  believe, 
until  it  was  determined  mutually  by  England  and 
the  United  States  to  dismantle  and  abandon  their 
ships  upon  those  waters.  He  was  then  tiansplant- 
ed  to  the  ocean  service,  in  which  he  has  been  ac- 


tively engaged  the  greater  portion  ofthe  time  since, 
having  been  successively  in  command  of  the  West 
India  station,  and  Brazil,  and  the  service  have  alike 
reason  to  deplore  the  loss  of  one  of  its  bravest  and 
best  men.  He  was  in  all  respects  a true  hearted 
saiior — bold,  fearless,  and  lull  of  stratagem  as  an 
officer — frank,  free,  and  noble  hearted  as  a man — 
and,  like  most  sailors,  generous  to  a fault.  He,  has 
left  a family  consisting  of  a widow  and  seven  chil- 
dren— one  of  whom  is  in  the  navy,  and  bears  his 
own  name.  Few  men  can  be  called  hence  who 
will  1 ave  a wider  circle  of  mourning  friends  than 
Melancthon  T.  Woolsey.  [ flV.  Y.  Com.  Adv. 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  CORWiN,  OF  OHIO, 
Delivered  in  the  house  of  representatives,  on  the 

20th  of  April,  on  the  bill  making  appropriations 

for  the  continuation  of  the  Cumberland  road 

through  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illinois. 

Messrs.  Ctowney  and  Pickens,  having  concluded 
their  remarks,  Mr.  Corwin  addressed  the  house  as 
follows: 

Mr.  Speaker:  I perceive  the  house  is  unusually 
impatient  of  this  debate.  I am  very  reluctant,  at 
any  time,  to  lift  up  my  voice  in  this  Babel  of  con- 
fused noises,  but  especially  so  now;  nor  would  I 
delay  the  final  vote  a moment,  did  I not  remember 
that  this  bill  has  been  already  once  rejected,  but  a 
day  or  t wo  since;  and  from  the  toneof  discussion  this 
morning,  I have  too  muen  reason  to  fear  it  will  meet 
a similar  fate,  by  the  vote  now  about  to  be  taken.  I 
may  add,  also,  that  I feel  unwilling  to  permit  the 
remarks  ofthe  two  gentlemen  from  South  Carolina 
(Mr.  Clowney  and  Mr.  Pickens)  to  pass  to  the  press, 
and  from  thence  into  the  public  mind,  without  an 
attempt,  at  least,  to  correct  the  erroneous  impres- 
sions ir.  which,  according  to  my  views,  they  abound. 

The  bill  now  under  discussion,  making  appro- 
priations for  the  continuation  of  the  Cumberland 
road,  is  nothing  more  nor  less  than  the  continuance 
of  a system  of  regular  annual  expenditure,  begun 
in  1806,  and  continued,  with  the  exception  of  the 
short  period  of  the  war  with  Great  Britain,  every 
year  up  to  the  present  time.  The  estimates  for 
this  appropriation,  are  a3  regularly  and  habitually 
sent  in  by  the  treasury  department,  as  are  those 
for  the  salaries  of  the  president  and  other  public 
servants,  or  those  for  the  support  of  the  array.  If 
a continued  perseverance  in  the  prosecution  of  any 
public  measure  for  thirty  years,  cannot  be  looked  to 
as  settling  the  public  utility  of  such  measure,  or  the 
fixed  policy  and  duty  of  this  government,  beyond 
the  reach  of  cavil  or  objection,  then  indeed  may  it 
be  truly  said,  that  we  are  a people  without  common 
forethought,  a government  without  any  established 
policy,  a confederacy  without  any  common  end  or 
aim  whatever. 

The  construction  ofthe  road  provided  for  in  this 
bill,  from  the  waters  of  the  Atlantic  to  the  Missis- 
sippi river,  was  originated  during  the  administra- 
tion of  Mr.  Jefferson.  It  has  received  the  counte- 
nance of  every  shade  and  complexion  of  political 
party  in  congress,  at  various  periods  since,  and  has 
been  sanctioned  by  the  approval  of  every  executive 
from  that  time  to  the  present.  It  has  thus  become 
iucoporated  with  your  policy.  It  makes  a part  of 
the  creed  of  all  parties,  and,  as  it  advances  in  its 
progress,  is  woven  into  the  texture  of  (hose  systems 
of  internal  improvement  going  forward  in  each  of 
the  six  states  through  wdiich  it  passes.  A measure 
thus  perseveringly  continued  so  long,  sustaining  it- 
self, 'thiough  all  political  conflicts,  and  every  vicis- 
situde of  our  history,  for  the  last  thirl y years,  comes 
recommended  at  once  to  the  mind  as  something  ne- 
cessary: something  which  has  been  found  indis- 
pensable, and  not  merely  convenient.  It  stands  in 
your  policy  like  one  of  those  truths  in  philosophy, 
which  is  not  questioned,  because  it  has  received 
the  general  assent  of  all  reasonable  men.  Speak- 
ing of  such  a measure,  this  morning,  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Pickens,)  richly  imbued 
as  his  mind  is  with  philological  learning, — could 
find  no  terms  whereby  to  characterize  this  bill  less 
odious  than  swindling  and  plunder.  Thus,  by  a 
dextrous  evasion  of  the  substance,  and  a strict  ob- 
servance of  the  letter  of  the  rules  of  courtesy  in 
debate,  the  gentleman  has  been  able,  by  fair  infer- 
ence, to  denounce  the  supporters  of  this  bill  as  the 
promoters  of  “swindling,”  the  aiders  and  abetters 
of  “plunder.”  [Here  Mr.  Pickens  rose  and  ob- 
served that  he  had  not  applied  the  terms  stated  by 
Mr.  C.  to  the  bill,  or  those  who  supported  it.  He 
had  stated,  in  argument,  the  case  of  a general  sys- 
tem of  taxation,  and  an  appropriation  to  partial  and 
local  purposes,  and  denominated  that  as  swindling 
and  plunder.]  Mr.  C.  proceeded.  I understand 
the  gentleman  as  he  explains  himself.  He  has  made 
a speech  against  thi3  bill.  He  has  endeavored  to 
illustrate,  in  various  ways,  its  inequity  and  impo- 
licy. He  denounces  this  road  as  local  in  its  charac- 
ter, and  not  of  general  utility.  He  shows  that  the 


money  appropriated  is  a part  of  the  common  re- 
venue raised  from  the  whole  union.  He  then  speaks 
of  general  taxation,  and  local  appropriations,  and 
calls  this  last  a system  of  swindling  and  plunder. 
It  is  but  the  difference  between  a positive  assertion 
and  a conclusion  from  premises  stated.  Sir,  I de- 
sire, when  thus  arraigned,  to  submit  my  defence. 
If  I am  not  mistaken,  the  gentleman  w ill  find  this 
system,  and  this  road,  have  been  cherished,  and 
heartily  supported,  bv  men,  living  and  dead,  to 
whom  even  he  would  be  willing  to  defer  in  such 
matters;  and  with  w hose  memories  and  character 
he  would  not  associate  the  folly  and  criminality 
which,  in  his  over-wrought  zeal,  he  fancies  he  has 
discovered  in  this  bill. 

Mr.  Speaker,  Ido  not  intend  to  elaborate  an  essay 
upon  this  road,  but  I must  be  permitted  to  notice 
for  a few  moments,  the  very  summary  method  by 
which  gentlemen  with  great  apparent  ease,  acquit 
their  consciences  of  all  censure  for  voting  down 
now  and  forever,  all  further  appropriations  of  the 
kind.  Yesterday  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina (Mr.  Rhett)  spoke  of  the  supposed  importance 
of  this  road  west  of  Wheeling  for  military  purposes, 
as  an  idea  too  ridiculous  to  merit  a moment’s  serious 
thought.  It  seemed  to  him  perfectly  idle  to  imagine 
that  ordinance  or  military  stores  would  ever  be 
transported  by  land  westward,  while  the  Ohio  river 
remained;  and  so,  with  uridoubting  confidence  and 
the  utmost  self-complacency,  he  assures  us  that  a 
“fool’s  cap  and  bells”  should  be  bestowed  upon  any 
one  who  entertains  a contrary  opinion.  Sir,  I hope 
I may  be  allowed,  with  great  humility,  not  indeed 
to  deny  to  the  conclusions  of  the  gentleman  the 
greatest  certainty  possible  in  matters  of  this  kind, 
but  merely  to  suggest  a fact  or  two  which  it  may  be 
well  to  consider  a moment, before,  we  swear  to  the 
infallibility  of  his  judgment  on  this  military  ques- 
tion. In  the  first  place,  the  road  and  river,  though 
both  running  from  east  to  west,  from  Wheeling  to 
the  Mississippi,  are  distant  from  each  other,  from 
north  to  south,  from  90  to  150  miles  at  various 
points.  I think  it  possible  in  the  chances  of  war, 
that  it  might  become  necessary  to  march  a military 
force  directly  from  Wheeling  to  Columbus,  in  Ohio, 
or  to  the  Capitols  of  Indiana  or  Illinois;  and  to  take 
along  will)  such  force  a train  of  artillery.  Would 
the  Ohio  river,  think  you,  be  so  obliging  as  to  leave 
its  ancient  bed,  and  bear  your  cannon  on  its  w’aves 
across  <he  country  from  Wheeling  to  Columbus,  in 
Ohio,  and  from  thence  by  Indianapolis  to  Spring- 
field,  in  Illinois?  If  we  could  suspend  the  laws  of 
the  physical  world,  or  if  a miracle  could  be  wrought 
at  our  command,  then  the  confident  opinion  of  the 
gentleman,  that  this  road  is,  in  no  sense,  of  military 
importance,  would,  in  my  poor  judgment,  appear 
somewhat  plausible.  But  the  gentleman  seems  also 
to  forget  that  the  waters  ofthe  Ohio,  in  spite  of  our 
wishes  to  the  contrary,  will  freeze  into  hard  ice. 
For  three  months  in  the  winter  it  is  not  at  all  times 
navigable.  On  account  of  shoals,  it  is  not  naviga- 
ble at  the  time  of  low  water  in  the  summer.  And 
hence  it  would  follow,  that  your  military  move- 
ments in  that  quarter,  if  ever  necessary,  would  have 
to  wait  for  the  floods  of  summer  and  the  thaws  of 
winter.  But  I will  not  venture  to  oppose  any  specu- 
lative notions  of  mine,  to  an  opinion  so  confidently 
entertained  by  several  gentlemen  from  the  south 
who  have  spoken  in  this  debate.  I will  fortify  my- 
seif  by  an  authority  which  I am  sure  will  command, 
as  I know  it  should,  infinitely  more  regard  than  any 
opinion  or  argument  of  mine. 

It  will  be  remembered,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  this 
government,  soon  after  the  late  war  with  Great  Bri- 
tain, admonished  by  the  experience  of  that  war,  de- 
termined on  prosecuting  a general  system  of  mili- 
tary defence.  To  this  end,  general  Bernard  was 
brought  from  France,  and  placed  at  the  head  of  the 
engineer  corps.  In  the  year  1824,  it  became  the 
duty  of  this  officer,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Jno. 
C.  Calhoun,  then  secretary  of  war,  to  survey  and 
report  to  congress  such  rivers  to  be  improved,  and 
canals  and  roads  to  be  constructed  all  over  our  ter- 
ritory, as  were  conceived  to  be  of  national  import- 
ance for  commercial  or  military  purposes.  On  the 
3d  of  December,  1824,  Mr.  Calhoun  submitted  to 
the  president,  and  through  him  to  congress,  the  re- 
sult of  the  labors  of  this  corps,  accompanied  wilh 
hi?  own  reflections  and  recommendations.  It  will 
be  found,  on  examining  that  document,  that  this 
very  Cumberland  road  is  classed  with  other  great 
works  of  internal  improvement,  which,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  Mr.  Calhoun,  were  necessary  to  the  defence 
of  the  country  in  war,  and  that  the  road  now  under 
the  consideration  of  the  house  is  there  pronounced 
to  be  of  “national  importance.”  This  was  the 
opinion  of  Mr.  Calhoun  in  1S24.  The  construction 
of  the  Cumberland  road,  as  a work  of  commercial 
importance,  as  well  as  a sure  means  of  binding  in 
union  the  eastern  and  western  portions  of  our  coun- 
try, had  been  urged  upon  congress  by  Mr.  Gallatin, 
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as  secretary  of  the  treasury,  as  early  as  1803,  arid  i 
by  Mr.  Giles  and  Mr.  Jno.  Randolph,  ol  Virginia, 
in  reports  which  they  respectively  submitted  to 
congress  about  the  same  time.  Before  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  rivers  of  the  west  by  steam,  no  one  could 
cast  his  eye  upon  the  map  of  the  western  states,  and 
not  perceive  at  once  the  incalculable  value  of  this 
road  to  the  commerce  of  both  east  and  west.  If 
the  application  of  steam  to  navigation  has  dimin- 
ished the  importance  of  the  road,  this  was  known 
and  considered  by  Mr.  Calhoun,  when  he  made  the 
report  to  which  I have  referred.  In  1824,  the 
steamboats  were  flying  on  their  wings  of  fire  from 
Pittsburgh  to  New  Orleans,  as  they  are  now;  yet 
Mr.  Calhoun  pronounced  the  Cumberland  road  then 
a work  of  “national  importance.”  I beg  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  who  spoke  this  morn- 
ing (Mr.  Pickens)  to  peruse  that  report  of  his 
friend,  Mr.  Calhoun.  I beg  him  to  ponder  well  the 
magnificent  and  expensive  works  of  internal  im- 
provement there  commended  to  the  favorable  re- 
gard of  this  government.  The  waters  of  the  Chesa- 
peake and  the  Ohio  were  to  flow  together.  From 
the  Ohio  the  chain  was  to  be  stretched  across  that 
state  to  the  northern  lakes,  and  thus  the  north  and 
south  are  to  be  bound  up  together,  one  in  their  in- 
ternal interests,  as  they  are  one  and  identical  in 
their  national  and  extra  territorial  relations.  But  I 
need  not  particularize;  what  I have  specified  com- 
prehends not  the  twentieth  part  of  those  wrnrks  in 
magnitude  and  expense  then  recommended  by  Mr. 
Calhoun,  as  proper  to  be  constructed  by  the  federal 
government,  at  the  expense  of  the  common  treasury 
of  the  nation. 

The  Cumberland  road,  as  I have  said,  is  one 
amongst  the  rest  there  recommended  as  of  “na- 
tional importance.”  Mr.  Speaker,  I must  beg  the 
indulgence  of  the  house  to  read  a single  paragraph 
from  ihe  document  referred  to.  After  speaking  of 
the  great  advantages  to  the  whole  union  of  one  of 
the  great  western  works  to  which  I ha  e already 
adverted,  Ihe  secretary  proceeds: 

“The  advantages,  in  fact,  from  the  completion  of 
this  single  work,  as  proposed,  would  be  so  extend- 
ed and  ramified  throughout  these  great  divisions  of 
our  country,  already  containing  so  large  a portion 
of  our  population,  and  destined  in  a few  genera- 
tions to  outnumber  the  most  populous  states  of  Eu- 
rope, as  to  leave  in  that  quarter  no  other  work  for 
the  execution  of  the  general  government,  excepting 
only  the  extension  of  the  Cumberland  road  from 
Wheeling  to  St  Louis,  which  is  also  conceived  to  be 
of  national  importance.” 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  if  in  the  bill  underdiscussion 
there  be  any  feature  akin  to  “swindling  and  plun- 
der,” I ask  the  gentleman  from  the  south  to  turn 
to  that  gigantic  project  of  kindred  works  projected 
by  their  own  justly  favorite  son,  and  tell  me  in  what 
vocabulary  amongst  the  “tongues  of  men”  they  can 
find  epithets  odious  enough  to  shadow  forth  the 
diabolical  tendencies  of  his  plan.  Sir,  if  this  bill 
be  swindling,  his  scheme  is  robbery.  If  this  bill  be 
petty  plunder,  his  plan  was  wholesale  desolation. 
But,  good  or  bad,  whichever  it  be,  we  have  his  au- 
thority for  it.  Well  do  I remember,  sir,  in  what 
high  esteem  the  secretary  of  war  (Mr.  Calhoun) 
was  held  throughout  the  west  in  the  year  1824. 
The  sober  affections  of  the  aged,  and  the  ardent 
hearts  of  the  young,  all,  all  were  attracted  to  him. 
His  altars  blazed  every  where  throughout  the  broad 
valleys  of  the  west.  Right  loyally  and  prodigally 
did  we  pour  out  our  incense  upon  his  shrine;  and 
lo!  what  now  do  we  see?  Whilst  the  smoke  of  our 
sacrifice  yet  ascends  in  gathering  clouds;  whilst 
the  distended  nostrils  of  our  deity  inhale  its  grate- 
ful odors  almost  to  suffocation,  he  in  whom  our 
affections  were  all  enshrined;  he  the  author  of  this 
our  faith;  he  the  chosen  object,  it  may  be,  of  our 
very  profane  and  heathenish,  but  still  sincere  idoli- 
try;  he,  with  the  selected  high-priests  of  his  faith, 
suddenly  rush  upon  us  from  the  south,  overturn 
their  own  altars,  and  scourge  us,  their  misguided, 
but  still  honest  devotees,  from  the  temple  them- 
selves had  erected.  Not  content  with  this,  but  de- 
termined, it  seems,  to  consign  both  the  authors  and 
followers  of  the  creed  to  hopeless  infamy,  they  have 
compared  their  own  system  of  policy  to  a system 
of  plunder,  and  themselves  and  us  to  a combination 
of  swindlers. 

Let  not  the  gentleman  from  the  south  suppose 
that  I quote  the  authority  of  Giles,  and  Randolph, 
and  Gallatin,  in  1802  and  1803,  and  Mr.  Calhoun  as 
late  as  IS24,  to  fix  upon  southern  gentlemen  the 
sin  of  inconsistency,  or  sinister  motives,  for  change 
of  principle.  No,  this  is  not  my  motive.  I wish 
them  to  pause  upon  their  own  present  opinions,  and 
compare  them  with  the  views  of  those,  living  and 
dead,  to  whom  I have  referred,  in  the  hope  that 
the  light  of  those  great  minds— that  light  that  has 
been  tc  them  “a  pillar  of  fire  by  night,”  in  all  their 
political  wanderings  heretofore — might  haply  now 


serve  to  keep  them  in  the  right  way.  I beg  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Rhett,)  who 
so  readily  voted  “cap  and  bells”  to  the  heads  of 
such  as  entertained  particular  notions,  which  he 
condemned,  of  the  utility  of  this  road,  to  take  back 
his  gifts  a moment,  and  see  whether  he  may  not 
possibly  be  found  unawares  placing  these  badges  of 
imbecility  and  folly  on  the  graves  of  Randolph  and 
Giles;  and  whether,  if  he  is  to  be  impartial  and  just 
in  ttie  distribution  of  such  honors,  he  may  not  be 
compelled  to  passover  into  the  chamber  of  the 
senate,  and  bestow  one  set  of  them  upon  the  illus- 
trious senator  from  his  own  state.  Mr.  Speaker,  I 
venture  to  suggest  to  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Rhett,)  in  a spirit  of  sincere  respect, 
that  there  is  a posterity  for  him  as  well  as  those 
great  and  good  men  whose  opinions  he  sets  at 
naught.  I hope  I may,  without  offence,  suppose  it 
possible  that  in  some  distant  day,  when  this  very 
road,  paved  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Mississippi, 
shall  be  crowded  with  commerce,  and  groan  beneath 
its  load  of  travel;  when,  by  the  speed  with  which 
your  armies  can  pass  over  it  from  the  centre  to  the 
remote  border  of  your  country,  some  fearful  rebel- 
lion is  happily  quelled,  or  for  the  same  reasons, 
some  insolent  foe  is  speedily  repulsed,  the  age  that 
then  is  may  possibly  remove  the  “cap  and  bells” 
from  the  last  resting  place  of  Giles  and  Randolph, 
where  he  has  hung  them,  and  look  for  tile  tomb  of 
another,  as  better  deserving  the  honor  of  these  sig- 
nificant emblems.  Sir,  when  I glance  at  the  history 
of  this  road;  when  I remember  that  it  was  begun 
in  the  administration  of  Jefferson,  and  approved  by 
him;  when  I group  together  the  other  illustrious 
names  who  have  for  thirty  years  also  given  it  their 
sanction,  I am  prone  to  believe,  rnv  own  judgment 
concurring,  that  I am  right  in  carryingon  what  has 
been  thus  begun.  I cannot  reverse  the  settled  and 
long  unquestioned  decisions  of  the  fathers  and 
founders  of  the  republic,  upon  the  faith  of  the  last 
night’s  dream.  I cannot  so  readily  believe  that  the 
sages  of  past  times  violated  the  constitution  to  make 
a road.  I cannot  see  why,  if  that  were  so,  it  has  not 
been  discovered  in  the  lapse  of  thirty  years.  Sir,  I 
know  much  is  said,  and  truly,  at  this  day,  of  the 
advance  of  the  human  mind.  I know,  sir,  it  was 
written  thus  long  ago,  “ men  shall  go  to  and  fro,  and 
knowledge  shall  increase.”  All  this  I know,  and 
yet  I cannot  quite  believe,  that  us  young  gentlemen 
here,  in  this  year  of  grace,  1838,  have  now,  this 
morning,  descended  to  the  bottom  of  the  well  where 
truth  lies,  as  is  said,  for  and  the  first  time  brought  up 
and  exposed  her  precious  secrets  to  the  long  anxious 
eyes  of  the  inquiring  world.  Just  as  slow  am  I, 
Mr.  Speaker,  to  believe  that  the  great  men,  who 
gave  us  a country  forty  years  ago,  did  not  under- 
stand w'hatits  true  interests  were.  They  who  pro- 
jected this  great  work  were  not  men  to  rush  into 
hasty  and  ill-considered  measures.  They  had  been 
accustomed  to  settle  the  foundations  ot  society,  and 
they  did  their  work,  in  all  things,  under  the  habi- 
tual reflection  and  responsibility,  which  their  im- 
mortal labors  inspired.  Sir,  let  us  beware,  in  the 
midst  of  our  party  conflicts,  how  we  hastily  ques- 
tion their  calm  resolves.  Let  us  take  care,  in  this 
day’s  work,  with  the  hoarse  clamor  of  party  re- 
sounding ever  in  our  ears,  that  we  are  nor  deaf  to 
the  voice  of  wisdom,  which  calls  out  to  us  from  the 
past. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I have  thus  far  considered  the  bill 
upon  your  table  as  providing  for  one  work,  itself  a 
part  of  a system  of  “internal  improvement;”  I have 
referred  so  far  to  the  opinions  of  men  whom  we  are 
accustomed  to  regard  as  good  authority,  to  show 
that  the  road  in  question  has  been  regarded  as  one 
of  national  importance,  and,  as  such,  is  within  the 
acknowledged  powers  of  congress.  But,  sir,  this 
bill  rests  its  claims  to  our  support  upon  a basis,  far 
less  liable  to  those  assaults  which  consider  it  only 
in  the  isolated  view  of  expediency'.  It  is,  in  truth, 
a bill  for  the  fulfilment  of  a contract.  It  proposes 
to  carry  into  effect  a compact,  to  the  performance 
of  which  the  faith  of  this  government  is  pledged  to 
three  sovereign  states  of  this  union.  I know,  sir, 
that  many  gentlemen  here  are  familiar  with  this 
view  of  the  subject,  but  I feel  equally  certain  that 
there  are  others  who  are  not. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Pope)  the 
other  day  discussed  this  branch  of  the  subject  with 
great  ability,  but  I am  impressed  with  the  necessity 
of  presenting  it*  more  at  length,  even  at  the  risk  of 
being  tedious.  I shall  endeavor,  by  a reference  to 
acts  of  congress  and  public  documents,  to  show  that 
we  are  bound  to  construct  this  road  as  far  as  the 
Mississippi  river;  that  we  have  contracted  to  do  so; 
that  we  have  received  the  consideration  for  this 
contract  from  the  states  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illi- 
nois. If  I can  establish  these  as  facts,  it  will  follow 
that  to  stop  the  road  short  of  the  Mississippi,  would 
be  a gross  neglect  of  duty,  and  a flagrant  breach  of 
national  faith. 


In  the  year  1787,  “the  territory  northwest  of  the 
Ohio”  comprehended  what  are  now  the  states  of 
Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Michigan,  and  Wisconsin 
territory.  The  celebrated  ordinance  of  1787, 
amongst  other  things,  provided  that  there  should  be 
three  states  at  least  out  of  this  territory,  which 
should  be  bounded  by  the  Ohio  river  on  Ihe  south, 
the  Mississippi  on  the  west,  and  a specified  line  on 
the  north.  This  last  line,  many  gentlemen  here 
will  recollect,  was  finally  established  as  the  nor- 
thern boundary  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  very 
lately',  on  the  admission  of  Michigan  into  the  union. 

Early  in  the  year  1802,  the  eastern  division  of 
this  territory  petitioned  cotigress  to  provide  for  its 
admission  into  the  union  under  the  ordinance  of 
1787,  which  provided  that  certain  portions  of  the 
territory,  having  60,000  inhabitants,  should  be  enti- 
tled to  come  into  the  union  as  sovereign  states. 
This  application,  with  a census  showing  (he  num- 
ber of  inhabitants  then  within  what  are  the  present 
limits  of  Ohio,  was  referred  to  a committee  in  the 
house  of  representatives,  of  which  William  B.  Giles, 
of  Virginia,  was  the  chairman. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1802,  Mr.  Giles  made  a fa- 
vorable report  on  this  petition,  and,  amongst  other 
things,  referring  to  certain  matters  of  compact  in 
the  ordinance  of  1787,  this  report  concludes  in 
these  words: 

“ The  committee,  taking  into  consideration  these 
stipulations;  viewing  the  lands  of  the  United  States 
within  the  said  territory  as  an  important  source  of 
revenue;  deeming  it  also  of  the  highest  importance 
to  the  stability  and  permanence  of  the  union  of  the 
eastern  and  western  parts  of  the  United  States,  that 
the  intercourse  should,  as  far  as  possible,  be  facili- 
tated. and  thpir  interests  be  liberally  and  mutually 
consulted  and  promoted— are  of  opinion  that  the 
provisions  of  the  aforesaid  articles  may  be  varied 
for  the  reciprocal  advantage  of  the  United  States 

and  the  state  of , whpn  formed,  and  the  people 

thereof;  they  have  therefore  deemed  it  proper,  in 
lien  of  said  provisions,  to  offer  the  following  propo- 
sitions to  the  convention  of  the  eastern  stale  of  said 
territory,  when  formed,  for  their  free  acceptance  or 
rejection,  without  any  condition  or  restraint  whate- 
ver, which,  if  accepted  by  the  convention,  s hull  be 
obligatory  on  ihe  United  Stales.” 

The  report  then  sets  forth  three  proposifions  to 
be  submitted  to  the  Ohio  convention;  the  third  pro- 
position, being  the  one  applicable  to  this  subject,  is 
in  these  words: 

‘-‘That  one-tenth  part  of  the  nett  proceeds  of  the 
lands  lying  in  the  said  states,  hereafter  sold  by  con- 
gress, after  deducting  all  expenses  incident  to  the 
same,  shall  be  applied  to  the  laying  out  and  making 
turnpike  or  other  roads  leading  from  the  navigable 
waters  emptying*)  nto  the  Atlantic  to  the  Ohio,  and 

continued  afterwards  through  the  state  of , such 

roads  to  be  laid  out  under  Ihe  authority  of  congress, 
with  the  consent  of  the  several  states  through  w hich 
the  road  shall  pass,  provided  that  the  convention  of 
said  state  shall  on  its  part  assent  that  every  and  each 
tract  of  land  sold  by  congress  shall  be  Aid  remain 
exempt  from  any  tax  laid  by  order  or  under  autho- 
rity of  the  stales,  whether  for  state,  county',  or 
township,  or  any  other  purpose  whatever,  for  the 
term  of  ten  years  from  and  after  the  completion  of 
the  payment  of  the  purchase  money  on  such  tract 
to  the  United  States.” 

Attached  to  this  report  is  an  official  letter  address- 
ed by  Mr.  Gallatin,  then  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
to  Mr.  Giles,  dated  Washington,  13th  February, 
1802.  Mr.  Gallatin,  deeply  impressed  with  the  ad- 
vantage to  the  government  of  this  contract  wit  let  he 
new  state,  urges  it  upon  congress  as  a mean  of  in- 
creasing the  value  of  the  public  lands  owned  by  the 
government,  and  then  pledged  for  the  payment  of 
the  national  debt.  After  stating  a variety  of  argu- 
ments to  that  effect,  he  say's  : 

“It  follows  that,  if  it  be  in  a high  degree,  as  I 
believe  it  is,  the  interest  of  the  United  Slates  to  ob- 
tain some  further  security  against  an  injurious  sale, 
under  the  territorial  or  state  laws,  of  lands  sold  by 
them  to  individuals,  justice,  not  less  than  policy, 
requifes  that  it  should  be  obtained  by  common  con- 
sent; and  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  the  new  state 
legislatures  should  assent  to  any  alterations  in  their 
system  of  taxation  which  may  affect  the  revenues 
of  Ihe  state,  uidess  an  equivalent  is  offered.” 

He  then  goes  on  to  insist  that  “Such  conditions, 
instead  of  diminishing,  would  greatly  increase  the 
value  of  the  lands,  and,  therefore,  of  the  pledge  to 
the  public  creditors.” 

The  last  paragraph  in  this  document  urges  ano- 
ther argument  in  favor  of  this  road,  which  I hope 
will  not  be  overlooked  by  gentlemen  who  consider 
it  a boon  merely  to  the  young  states  of  the  west. 
Mr.  Gallatin  thought  this  road  would  be  highly  ad- 
vantageous to  the  old  states,  and  he  addresses  their 
cupidity  accordingly,  in  these  words: 
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‘‘The  roads  will  be  as  beneficial  to  the  parts  of 
the  Atlantic  states  through  which  they  are  to  pass, 
and  nearly  as  much  so  to  a considerable  portion  of  the 
union,  as  to  the  northwestern  territory  itself.” 

On  the  30th  of  April,  ISO?,  an  act  was  passed  au- 
thorizing the  people  of  the  eastern  division  of  the 
northwestern  territory  to  form  a constitution  and 
state  government.  In  that  law  the  proposition, 
somewhat  modified,  is  inserted,  and  by  congress 
proposed  to  the  convention  which  was  to  assemble 
the  next  summer.  In  the  act  just  quoted,  five  per 
cent,  of  the  proceeds  of  the  lands  within  the  state 
is  proposed  as  a fund  to  make  a road  “ from  the 
Atlantic  waters  to  and  through  the  state," and  the  con- 
dition of  the  grant  is,  that  the  state  shall  abstain 
from  taxing  the  lands  sold  by  the  United  States  for 
five  years  from  and  after  the  day  of  their  sale. 

In  the  month  of  November,  1S02,  the  convention 
of  Ohio  assented  to  the  proposition  contained  in 
the  act  of  April,  1S!>2,  with  this  modification:  that 
three-fiths  of  the  five  per  cent,  fund  should  be  ap- 
propriated to  laying  out  and  making  roads  within 
the  state,  and  under  its  direction  and  authority, 
leaving  two  per  cent,  on  all  the  sales  of  lands  with- 
in the  state  to  be  appropriated  to  a road  leading 
from  the  Atlantic  waters  to  and  through  the  slate  of 
Ohio.  To  this  congress  expressly  assented,  at  its 
next  session,  upon  the  recommendation  of  a com- 
mittee, of  which  John  Randolph,  of  Virginia,  was 
the  chairman,  and  thus  the  compact  was  closed. 
Here  let  it  be  observed,  that  compacts  of  the  same 
kind  and  in  the  same  words,  have  been  concluded 
between  the  states  of  Indiana  and  Illinois  and  this 
government,  at  the  times  when  these  states  were 
respectively  admitted  into  the  union.  In  this  way, 
following  up  the  project  began  in  1802,  of  con- 
structing a road  “ from  the  Atlantic  waters  to  the 
Mississippi  river,”  passing  from  the  Ohio  the  whole 
distance  to  the  Mississippi,  through  your  own  pub- 
lic lands,  it  was  carried  out  by  compact  with  each 
state,  as  soon  as  it  became  capable  of  entering  info 
such  engagements,  by  assuming  the  powers  and 
dignity  of  a sovereign  state  of  the  union. 

I have  said,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  you  had  contract- 
ed to  construct  a road  from  the  Atlantic  waters, 
through  the  new  states  of  the  west,  to  the  Missis- 
sippi river.  I have  shown,  by  reference  to  public 
documents,  that  the  motives  to  this  contract  were, 
first,  to  increase  tire  value  of  the  public  domain,  to 
and  through  which  this  road  was  to  pass,  and  thus 
put  money  into  the  national  purse  to  pay  the  na- 
tional debt;  secondly,  to  bind  together  in  union  of 
interests  the  east  and  west,  by  creating  a quick  and 
constant  intercourse  between  the  western  and  At- 
lantic divisions  of  your  common  country.  Now', 
the  first  and  main  object,  the  increase  in  value  of 
the  public  lands,  never  could  be  effected,  unless 
you  carried  the  road,  not  merely  “to  and  through ” 
Ohio,  where,  in  1S02,  your  public  lands  for  sale 
chiefly  lay,  but  would  only  be  fairly  realized  by  car- 
rying the  road  “to  and  through ” each  of  the  other 
western  states,  as  your  lands,  by  the  extinguish- 
ment of  the  Indian  title  in  these  states,  should  come 
into  market.  These  were  the  views  upon  which 
you  set  out,  in  your  propositions  of  compact  at  first. 
These  were  yonr  “ inducements ” held  out  to  Ohio, 
and  repeated  in  each  of  yonr  engagements  to  make 
the  Cumberland  road,  w'ilh  Indiana  and  Illinois. 
With  these  determinations,  asserted  through  your 
public  and  authorized  agents,  you  ask  of  the  wes- 
tern states,  in  consideration  of  inducements  thus  held 
out,  to  do  what.'  To  grant  you  a trifling  sum  of 
money  to  aid  you  in  your  effort  to  improve  the  va- 
lue of  your  own  lands?  No.  To  allow'  you  to  pass 
through  their  territory  in  such  way  as  you  choose? 
No.  No  such  inconsiderable  demands  as  these  were 
on  your  lips.  You  demanded  of  them  to  surrender 
up  for  yonr  benefit  the  tax  on  nearly  all  the  proper- 
ty in  these  states  for  five  years.  In  other  words, 
you  asked,  and  you  received  too,  into  the  public 
treasury  of  the  union,  a direct  tax  for  five  years  on 
all,  or  nearly  all,  the  lands  in  three  large  and  popu- 
lous states.  You  said  to  the  purchaser  of  your 
lands  buy  of  us,  and  your  property  thus  acquired 
shall  be  free  from  taxation  for  five  years;  and  thus 
you  got  in  increase  of  price  paid  to  you,  what 
otherwise  would  have  gone,  in  the  shape  of  taxes, 
into  the  coffers  of  the  states.  This  is  true  in  re- 
gard to  almost  all  the  lands  in  the  three  states  of 
Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois.  Each  of  these  states 
was  admitted  into  the  union  with  barely  60,000  in- 
habitants. The  quantity  of  lands  then  sold  was  so 
inconsiderable  as  to  make  no  sort  of  change  in  the 
estimated  value  of  the  right  we  surrendered.  Take 
Ohio,  for  example.  She  gave  up  to  you  her  right  to 
tax  all  lands  then  unsold,  for  five  years  after  they 
should  be  sold.  She  had  then  60,000  inhabitants; 
she  has  now  probably  one  million  and  a half  of  po 
pulation,  and  there  are  yet  public  lands  unsold  in 
that  state.  Thus,  you  can  see  that  we  have  releas- 
ed to  you  our  right  to  tax  lands  in  the  hands  of 


nineteen- twentieths  of  our  people  for  five  successive 
years.  This,  too,  was  done  at  a time  when  there 
was  scarcely  any  other  subject  of  taxation  but 
lands,  and  when,  in  the  infancy  of  our  several  state 
governments,  the  first  movements  of  political  and 
social  machinery  require  heavy  expense  from  those 
least  able  to  bear  it.  Let  us  see  what  it  was  in 
money  that  we  gave.  It  will  be  found,  on  exami- 
nation, that  the  three  states  interested  cover  an  area, 
according  to  the  best  authorities,  ofisomething  over 
one  hundred  and  twenty  millions  of  acres  of  land. 
Dr  ducting  something  for  reservations  made  before 
the  compact,  we  may  safely  estimate  the  lands  then 
to  be  sold  in  the  three  western  states,  at  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  millions  of  acre3.  We  gave  up 
the  right  to  tax  these  for  five  years  from  the  day  of 
sale.  What  has  been  the  usual  rate  of  taxation 
upon  lands  in  these  states?  I think  I may  fairly 
affirm  that  the  rate  of  taxation  on  lands  in  the  three 
states  interested  has  been  one  dollar  on  ever}'  hun- 
dred acres.  This,  levied  on  one  hundred  and  twen- 
ty millions  of  acres,  would  give  one  million  two 
hundred  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  which,  in  five 
years,  the  time  for  which  the  tax  was  surrendered 
by  the  states,  would  give  the  sum  of  six  millions  of 
dollars.  This  sum  have  we  paid  into  your  treasury 
for  your  promise  to  complete  the  road  in  question. 
In  addilion  to  this,  we  surrendered  our  sovereign 
right  of  taxation  within  our  own  limits — -a  right  it- 
self so  dear  to  states  that,  as  matter  of  pride,  just 
pride,  its  surrender  could  only  have  been  extorted 
by  the  strongest  hope  of  advantage — the  hope  of 
some  great  and  striking  improvement  in  our  whole 
country,  such  as  this  great  work  will  be,  when  you 
complete  it,  as  you  have  promised. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I have  shown  that  the  three  western 
states  have  given  into  the  national  treasury,  in  ef- 
fect, six  millions  of  dollars,  for  the  promise  to  con- 
struct this  road.  Let  us  now  advert  for  a moment 
to  the  cost  of  the  work  as  estimated  at  the  time  of 
the  contract,  and  we  shall  find  that  the  government 
then  understood,  that  this  sum  would  construct  the 
road  from  the  Atlantic  waters  to  the  Mississippi; 
nay,  that  in  all  probability  there  would  be  a surplus 
remaining  in  the  treasury  after  the  road  w'as  finish- 
ed. The  kind  of  road,  its -location,  and  the  time  of 
its  completion,  were  all  left  with  this  government 
to  be  adjusted,  under  a fair  interpretation  of  the 
compact.  After  proper  examination,  it  was  deter- 
mined to  commence  at  Cumberland,  and  strike  the 
Ohio  line  at  Wheeling,  in  Virginia. 

On  the  3d  of  March,  130S,  Mr.  Gallatin,  then  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury,  reports  to  congress  that  the 
road  had  been  located  from  Cumberland  towards 
Wheeling,  a distance  of  seventy  miles,  and  adds, 
the  expense  of  completing  that  part  of  the  road  is 
estimated  at  $400,000.  This  estimate  shows  that 
the  average  estimated  cost  of  the  road,  over  by  far 
the  most  expensive  part  of  it,  was  a trifle  lesst  han 
six  thousand  dollars  per  mile.  The  w'hole  length 
of  the  road,  from  Cumberland  to  the  Mississippi,  as 
surveyed,  is  650  miles;  it  may  be  a mile  or  two, 
more  or  less.  Now  take  the  estimated  cost  per 
mile,  as  reported  by  Mr.  Gallatin,  which  was  for 
the  mountain  region  entirely,  and  remember  that 
one-half  less,  it  was  supposed,  would  suffice  to 
mak,e  the  road  across  the  level  plains  of  the  west, 
and  we  shall  see  at  once  how  reasonable  it  is  that 
the  congress  of  that  day,  after  receiving  what  was 
equivalent  to  six  millions  of  dollars,  should  make 
an  unconditional  promise  to  construct  the  road  to 
the  Mississippi  river. 

The  contract  as  then  understood  from  the  esti- 
mates was  simply  as  follows: 

Value  of  the  tax  released  in  favor  of  the 

federal  government  by  the  three  wes- 
tern states  - - - $6,000,000 

Cost  of  the  road,  650  miles,  at  $6,000 

per  mile,  according  to  Mr.  Gallatin’s 

estimate  for  the  first  70  miles  3,900,000 

$2,100,000 

Leaving  two  millions  in  the  treasury,  after  making 
the  road  as  then  estimated.  Upon  this  view,  found- 
ed on  facts  and  representations  of  public  men,  con- 
temporaneous with  this  compact,  it  is  clearly  shown 
that  the  states  paid  the  federal  government,  what 
the  parties  then  believed  a full  consideration  for 
completing  the  road  the  entire  distance  proposed. 
From  this,  what  follows?  Why,  surely,  that  the 
government  promised  to  do  what  in  conscience  it 
ought,  that  is,  to  do  the  act  which  they  were  paid 
for  doing — to  make  the  road  complete  according  to 
the  contract. 

But  here,  Mr.  Speaker,  I am  told  that  whatever 
may  have  been  the  reasonable  expectations  of  the 
parties,  as  to  the  completion  of  this  work,  when 
the  contract  was  made,  the  government  only  bound 
itself  to  appropriate  two  per  cent,  of  fhe  nett  pro- 
ceeds of  the  public  lands,  and  that  this  has  been 
done,  and  no  moneys  remain  of  this  fund  applicable 


to  the  purposes  of  the  contract.  To  this  I reply, 
that  such  is  not  the  contract,  and  I think  I have 
shown  this  from  the  proofs  already  adduced.  I giant 
you  that  two  per  cent,  of  the  nett  proceeds  of  the 
public  lands  are  pledged  for  the  performance  of 
your  promise  to  make  the  road;  but  this  pledge  does 
in  no  sense  limit  the  contract  for  which  it  is  only  a 
mere  security.  Let  it  be  remembered  that,  when 
this  contract  was  made,  the  public  lands  were 
pledged  for  the  payment  of  a large  national  debt. 
To  increase  the  value  of  these  lands, was  one  motive 
to  make  the  road,  and  the  states  aided  you  in  this, 
paid  you  for  it,  by  relinquishing  the  taxes  on  them 
for  five  years  after  sale;  it  was,  therefore,  only  fair, 
as  the  government  was  deeply  in  debt,  that  the 
states  should  have  some  security  for  the  perform- 
ance of  your  contract.  This  security  was  given  by 
pledging  the  two  per  cent,  named  in  the  contract. 
But  it  was  not  the  contract,  it  was  only  a security 
given  to  the  states  fur  its  faithful  performance. 
This  interpretation  is  fortified  by  other  stipulations 
in  the  contract.  The  time,  manner,  and  location  of 
the  road  are  all  left  to  the  general  government. 
Why  was  this?  Because  you  had  bound  yourselves 
in  general  terms  (o  make  a road.  And  it  was, 
therefore,  only  reasonable  that  you  should  have  con- 
trol over  a work  which  you  bound  yourselves  to  fi- 
nish. Had  you  bound  yourselves  only  to  pay,  for 
the  purpose  of  the  work,  a specified  sum,  such  as 
the  two  per  cent,  mentioned,  is  it  possible  to  sup- 
pose the  states  would  have  left  you  to  appropriate 
their  money,  for  which  they  paid  you,  in  your  own 
way  and  according  to  your  own  discretion?  Such  a 
contract,  on  the  part  of  the  states,  would  have  been 
absolute  insanity.  It  involves  an  absurdity  too 
gross  for  serious  consideration.  This  itself  shows 
that  the  two  per  cent,  fund  was  only  a pledge,  a se- 
curity, and  not,  as  some  have  supposed,  the  contract 
itself.  Thus  you  have  always  construed  the  con- 
tract. According  toyourowm  admission,  you  have 
gone  on  to  make  the  road  without  regard  to  the  two 
percent,  fund.  You  say  vastly  more  than  this  has 
been  expended.  Why  did  you  do  this,  if  only  two 
percent,  on  the  sales  of  lands  were  to  be  given  to 
the  road?  No  rational  answer  can  be  given  to  this 
question  but  one.  The  two  per  cent,  did  not  limit 
the  contract,  it  only  secured  its  performance;  and 
this  has  been  your  own  uniform  construction  of  it, 
as  evinced  by  all  your  conduct  up  to  this  day, 
through  a lapse  of  more  than  thirty  years. 

Let  me  suppose,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  tw'o  per 
cent,  fund  was  all  you  promised,  which,  however, 
I by  no  means  admit.  You  say  it  was  to  be  ex- 
pended by  you;  you  are  the  trustee  of  the  fund,  and 
the  agent  for  its  appropriation.  Be  it  so  then,  for 
the  sake  of  the  argument.  What  w’as  this  fund 
committed  to  vour  charge?  Two  per  cent,  upon 
the  sales  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  millions  of 
acres  of  land.  This  you  was  bound  to  sell  for  $2 
per  acre,  for  this  was  the  price  fixed  by  law  at  the 
time  of  the  contract.  This  would  produce  $240,- 
000,000.  Two  pei- cent,  upon  this  would  be  $4,800, - 
000.  You  had  estimated  the  road  to  cost  $3,900,- 
000.  Thus  you  see  that,  by  every  calculation  bas- 
ed upon  the  state  of  things  as  existing  at  the  date 
of  the  contract,  the  states  and  yourselves  had  a 
right  to  suppose  that  happen  what  might,  if  you 
acted  up  to  your  engagements,  the  road  would  be 
made.  But  $2  per  acre  was  then  the  minimum 
price  of  the  land,  and  we,  being  interested  in  the 
fund,  had,  and  now  have,  a right  to  demand  of  you 
that  you,  as  trustee,  shall  get  as  much  more  as  pos- 
sible by  selling  all  the  land  at  auction  in  the  way 
fixed  by  law  as  it  then  stood.  Now  let  us  see  how 
you  have  complied  with  the  law  and  reason  of  this 
contract,  in  the  management  of  the  fundjgiven  in 
trust  for  its  execution.  In  the  first  place,  you  sunk 
the  value  of  the  fund  nearly  one-half  by  reducing 
the  price  of  the  land  from  $2  to  $1  25  per  acre. 
In  the  second  place,  you  have  given  away  immense 
amounts  of  this  fund  in  bounty  lands  to  soldiers, 
which  you  never  can  sell,  and  for  which  you  can 
render  no  account.  Thirdly,  you  have  given  to  in- 
dividuals, for  purposes  unconnected  with  this  con- 
tract, a very  large  amount  which  never  has  or  can 
be  accounted  for  upon  the  principles  of  your  solemn 
engagements  with  us.  Fourthly,  you  have  given 
very  large  amounts  to  the  states  to  make  canals,  ex- 
acting from  them  as  an  equivalent  the  right  to  car- 
ry your  mails,  arms,  armies,  and  munitions  ot  war 
on  them  free  of  tolls  forever.  Fifthly,  you  have 
given  away  many  millions  of  acres  in  pre-emption 
claim?  at  the  minimum  price,  without  any  attempt 
to  sell,  and  account  (as  you  were  bound  to  do)  for 
the  proceeds.  Thus  you,  our  agent  to  manage  a 
fund  destined  to  make  our  road,  have  so  wasted  it, 
and  used  it  for  own  purposes,  that  you  never  can 
tell  whether  it  would  have  produced  the  expected 
amount  or  not.  What  is  the  consequence  in  law, 
in  reason,  in  justice?  What  follows?  Why,  sir, 
any  justice  of  the  peace  can  tell  you.  You,  the 
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agent,  must  answer  for  this  by  replacing,  out  of 
your  own  funcb,  what  you  have  wrongfully  taken 
from  us.  But  as  you  have  so  disposed  of  the  trust 
fund  that  you  never  can  tell  what,  if  sold  at  auc 
tion,  it  would  have  produced,  and  so  cannot,  by  any 
certain  rule,  therefore,  ascertain  the  amount  you 
have  taken  wrongfully  trom  us,  you  must  suffer  the 
inconvenience;  you  must  take  from  your  own  funds, 
and  do  what,  when  yon  contracted  with  us,  you  af- 
firmed this  wasted  fund  would  do,  that  is,  complete 
the  road  in  question  from  Cumberland  to  the  banks 
of  the  Mississippi  river. 

Is  not  this  equitable,  fair,  honorable,  just?  tVhy 
their  stick  in  the  bark?  as  the  lawyers  say.  Why 
these  pettifogging  quibbles,  these  dilatory  pleas? 
Does  such  conduct  become  a great  nation?  Sir,  it 
has  been  said  that  honor  is  the  vital  principle  of 
monarchy.  You  say  you  represent  sovereigns — the 
sovereign  people.  Act  then  as  becomes  the  dignity 
of  your  royal  constituents.  Leave  no  room  to  doubt 
your  probity.  Observe  fully  and  entirely  the  faith 
of  your  promise  whenever  made.  No  such  thing, 
says  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.Clow- 
ney,)  this  morning.  If  you  have  made  a contract, 
no  matter;  you  had  no  constitutional  power  to  do 
so,  therefore  cease  your  efforts  to  fulfil  your  engage- 
ments. And  there  the  gentleman  would  stop;  he 
goes  no  further.  What  a beautiful  example  of  poli- 
tical morality  would  you  then  exhibit!  Some  years 
a"o  you  entered  into  a contract,  a treaty,  with  three 
sovereign  states.  You  have  received  from  them  all 
they  agreed  to  give  you.  You  have  their  money  in 
your  pockets.  Now  you  turn  to  these  states,  with 
all  seeming  honesty,  and  say,  true  I promised,  but  I 
had  no  right  to  promise,  my  conscience  is  affected, 
I have  sinned,  I repent,  I will  do  so  no  more,  but  I 
will  keep  your  money.  I cannot  violate  my  con- 
science by  doing  as  I agreed.  Oh,  no,  that  is  too 
wicked;  I pray  you  do  not  ask  it;  but  still  I shall 
keep  the  money  you  paid  me.  Yesterday  my  Irierid 
from  Kentucky,  ( Mr.  Calhoon.)  with  a power  of 
argument  and  generosity  of  sentiment  equally  hon- 
orable to  his  head  and  heart,  spoke  in  lavor  ol  this 
bill;  he  adverted  to  certain  objections  made  by  his 
colleagues  (Messrs. Gravesand  Underwood.)  They 
had  opposed  the  bill  as  partial  in  iis.  operation,  as 
giving  to  the  three  states  through  which  the  road 
passes  a disbursement  of  money  which  Kentucky 
was  not  permitted  to  enjoy.  He  said  the  disburse- 
ments in  Indiana  would  flow  into  Louisville,  in 
Kentucky,  where  goods  and  even  liquors  would  be 
bought,  with  which  the  labor  on  the  road  would  be 
paid.  Upon  this  anothergentleman  from  South  Ca- 
rolina, (Mr.  Pickens)  takes  fire.  “This  (said  he) 
shows  the  demoralizing  tendency  of  the  system! 
This  is  the  motive  to  vote  appropriations,  that  mo- 
ney be  raised  to  buy  whiskey  for  the  poor  laborer  to 
drink!”  Sir,  I have  no  objection  to  the  gentle- 
man’s moral  lectures,  but  I do  not  see  the  necessity 
of  throwing  his  moral  sensibilities  into  convulsions 
at  the  sight’ of  a glass  of  punch,  while  he  can  look 
with  a sanctimonious  composure  at  broken  promis- 
es and  violated  national  faith. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I have  one  word  to  say,  before  I 
sit  down,  lo  tire  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr. 
Underwood.)  He  spoke  the  other  day  in  opposi- 
tion to  this  bill.  He  did  not  deny  that  the  Cum- 
berland road  might  be  useful;  but  as  he  could  ob- 
tain no  money  here  to  enable  his  people  to  build 
dams  and  make  slack-water  navigation  on  Green 
river,  he  would  not  help  ns  to  make  a road  on  the 
northern  side  of  the  Ohio.  And  theiPthe  gentleman 
proceeded  in  a grave  disquisition  upon  our  consti- 
tutional powers  to  make  roads  and  improve  rivers. 
What  says  the  constitution?  “Congress  shall  have 
power  to  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations, 
among  the  several  states,  and  with  tire  Indian  tribes.” 
What  is  the  gentleman’s  commentary?  You  have, 
says  he,  a clear  and  undoubted  right  to  improve 
rivers,  but  not  so  of  road3.  And  why,  Mr.  Speaker, 
wliy?  Do  you,  sir,  remember  the  reason  for  this 
distinction?  It  was  this:  “Providence  (says  the 
gentleman)  has  marked  out  rivers  as  the  proper 
channels  and  avenues  of  commerce.”  What  a beau- 
tiful and  exalted  piety  is  here  shedding  its  clear 
light  upon  the  dark  mysteries  of  constitulional  law! 
And  then  how  logical  the  conclusion!  Thus  runs 
the  argument:  Since  it  is  not  the  will  of  God  that 
commerce  should  be  carried  on  on  dry  land,  but  only 
on  the  water,  the  powers  over  commerce,  given  in 
the  constitution  by  our  pious  ancestors,  must  be  un- 
derstood as  limited  by  the  Divine  commands;  and 
therefore,  says  tie,  you  have  power  to  remove  sand- 
bars and  islands,  and  blow  up  the  rocks  out  of  rivers 
and  creeks,  to  make  a channel  which  providence 
has  begun  and  left  unfinished;  butbpware,  he  would 
say,  “how  you  cut  down  a tree,  or  remove  a rock, 
on  the  dry  land,  to  complete  what  Providence  has 
bi'gun  there.  You  have  no  power  by  law  to  do 
this  last;  besides,  it  is  impious,  it  is  not  the  will  of 
God.” 


Mr.  Speaker,  1 know  of  no  parallel  to  this  charm- 
ing philosophy,  unless  it  is  to  be  found  in  the  say- 
ings of  Mause  Hedrigg,  an  elderly  Scottish  lady, 
who  figures  in  one  of  sir  Walter  Scott’s  novels.  In 
one  of  her  evangelical  moods,  she  rebuked  her  son 
Cuddie  for  using  a fan  or  any  work  of  art  to  clean 
1 1 is  barley.  Site  said  it  was  an  awsorne  denial  o’ 
Providence  not  to  wait  his  own  time,  when  he 
would  surely  send  wind  to  winnow  the  chaff  out  of 
the  grain.  In  the  same  spirit  of  enlightened  phi- 
losophy does  the  gentleman  exhort  us  in  Ohio,  In- 
diana, and  Illinois,  to  cease  our  impious  road-mak- 
ing, and  wait  the  good  time  of  Providence,  who 
will,  as  he  seems  lo  think,  surely  send  a river  to 
run  from  Cumberland  over  the  Alleghanies,  across 
thp  Ohio,  arid  so  on,  in  iis  heaven-directed  course, 
to  St.  Louis.  Mr.  Speaker,  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  is  not  the  author  of  this  theory.  Our 
Atlantic  brethren,  especially  of  the  south,  have 
long  held  the  same  doctrine.  They  have  long  since 
discovered  that  our  glorious  constitution  was  noth- 
ing more  at  last  than  a fish!  made  for  the  water, 
and  which  can  only  live  in  the  water.  According 
to  their  views.  Ire  is  a goodly  fish  of  marvellous 
proper  uses  and  functions  while  yon  keep  him  in 
the  water;  but  the  moment  he  touches  dry  hind,  lo! 
he  sufficates  and  dies.  Tire  only  difference  between 
this  school  of  constitulional  lawyers  and  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  is  this:  he  believes  your  con- 
stitution is  a fish  that  thrives  in  all  waters,  and  es- 
pecially in  Green  river  slack-water;  whereas  his 
brethren  of  the  south  insist  that  he  can  only  live  in 
suit  water.  With  them  the  doctrine  is,  wherever 
the  tide  ceases  to  flow,  he  dies.  He  can  live  and 
thrive  in  a little  tide  creek,  which  a thirsty  mos- 
quito would  drink  dry  in  a hot  day;  but  place  him 
on  or  under  the  majestic  wave  of  the  Mississippi, 
an<l  in  an  instant  he  expires.  Mr.  Speaker,  who 
can  limit  the  range  of  science!  What  hand  can 
stay  the  march  of  mind!  Heretofore  we  have  stu- 
died the  science  of  law  to  help  us  in  our  under- 
slanding  of  the  constitution.  Some  have  brought 
metaphysical  learning  to  their  aid.  But  now,  in  the 
middle  of  tire  19th  century,  these  labors  are  all  end- 
ed. Ichthyology,  sir,  is  (he  key  to  open  all  the 
doors  that  have  hitherto  barred  our  approaches  to 
truth.  According  to  this  new  school  of  philosophy, 
il  you  teacli  coming  generations  the  “nature  of 
fish,”  those  great  problems  in  constitutional  law 
that  vexed  and  worried  tire  giant  intellects  of  Ham- 
ilton, Madison,  and  Marshall  are  at  once  revealed 
and  made  plain  to  the  dullest  peasant  in  the  land.  Sir, 
iff  appear  to  triffle  with  this  grave  subject,  the 
fault  is  not  mine;  it  arises  from  the  singular  nature 
and  contrarient  cliaracterof  those  arguments  which 
I am  most  willingly  compelled  to  combat. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Under- 
wood) Iras  inquired,  with  a very  significant  look, 
what  has  become  of  the  three  percent,  fund,  given 
to  the  states,  for  improvements  within  their  res- 
pective limits.  He  says  he  has  inquired  of  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  ire  can  give  him  no 
account  of  the  disposition  the  western  states  may 
have  made  of  this  fund,  and  hence  the  gentleman 
seemed  to  infer  that  no  one  could  tell  Iiirn  any  thing 
satisfactory  on  the  subject.  Sir,  if  your  secretary 
of  the  treasury  is  the  ordy  source  of  information, 
then  are  the  fountains  of  knowledge  scanty,  indeed 
and  nearly  dried  up  with  us.  If  every  thing  is  un- 
known which  he  does  notknow;  if  we  can  see  noth- 
ing which  has  not  been  revealed  to  him,  why, then, 
the  Lord  help  us;  the  lights  of  the  age  burn  dimly 
enough,  and  must  be  well-nigh  extinct.  Sir,  if  the 
gentleman,  instead  of  consulting  the  “Penny  Mag- 
azine” of  the  treasury,  had  gone  to  the  libraries  of 
this  city  and  looked  into  the  statistics  ofthese  states, 
he  would  have  found  that  this  fund  had  been  faith- 
full}',  to  the  last  dollar,  expended  in  making  roads 
“to  and  through”  the  public  lands  in  the  states; 
thus  increasing  the  value  and  hastening  the  sale  of 
your  national  property . The  gentleman  reproaches 
the  three  states  on  the  right  hank  ot  the  Ohio  for 
having  obtained  from  the  national  domain  large 
grants  for  making  roads  and  canals.  Does  not  the 
gentleman  know  that  in  every  instance  you  have 
received  an  equivalent  for  tlreSe  lands,  by  obtaining 
from  the  states  or  companies  the  right  to  carry  your 
mails,  arms,  troops  and  munitions  of  war, over  such 
roads  or  canals,  at  all  times  free  of  charge?  If  you 
gave  the  alternate  sections  of  land  for  a road  or 
canal,  you  held  up  the  remaining  section  at  double 
your  minimum  price,  and  have  always  realized  it, 
and  thus  made  money  for  yourselves  out  of  the 
capital  and  labor  of  thi»  stales,  whilst  you  boast  the 
transaction  as  a benevolence  to  others. 

But,  sir,  Kentucky  should  be  the  last  state  in  the 
union  to  raise  an  argument  of  this  kind  against  her 
sisters  of  the  west.  How  came  she  by  the  whole 
of  that  very  Green  river  country  which  now  com- 
prises one-fourth  part  of  that  state?  Virginia  had 
reserved  that  territory  to  satisfy  her  revolutionary 


debt  to  her  troops.  When  she  ceded  the  northwest- 
ern territory  to  the  United  States,  she  reserved  tire 
land  between  tile  Little  Miami  and  Scioto  rivers 
(now  in  Ohio)  as  a residuary  fund  for  the  satisfac- 
tion of  her  revolutionary  land  warrants,  if  the  lands 
reserved  for  that  purpose  in  Kentucky  should  prove 
insufficient.  Well,  sir,  what  happened?  Soon  af- 
ter this,  Kentucky  seized  upon  the  whole  Green 
river  country,  and  refused  to  the  war-worn  veteran  of 
the  revolution  t he  right  lo  locate  his  warrants  there. 
The  consequence  was,  the  whole  country  reserved 
in  Ohio  was  exhausted,  and  tire  Virginia  claims,  to 
the  amount  of  many  millions,  have  been  lately  paid 
out  of  the  treasury  of  the  u nior,  in  the  shape  ol  land 
scrip.  Sir,  I have  said  (his  domain,  thus  seized 
by  Kentucky,  was  equal  to  one-fourth  part  of  the 
slate.  Now,  suppose  you  had  given  to  Ohio.  In- 
diana, and  Illinois,  what  Kentucky  received — one 
fourtlr  part  of  all  the  lands  within  their  respective 
limits-sir, it  would  have  constructed  t iris  road  through 
their  territories  ten  times  over.  And  yet,  with 
these  facts  all  before  him,  the  gentleman  sits  weep- 
ing over  the  dams  and  slack-water  of  Green  river, 
like  a froward  child,  spoiled  by  too  much  indul- 
gence, complaining  of  its  mother’s  partiality,  to  the 
really  much  less  favored  members  of  our  common 
family.  Sir,  this  is  unlike  Kentucky;  it  is  unlike 
the  uniform  justice  and  generosity  ol  both  the  gen- 
tlemen, (Messrs.  Graves  and  Underwood,)  who 
have  so  vehemently  opposed  this  bill.  I beseech 
them  to  desist.  Cease  to  drive  this  jew’s  bargain 
with  your  sister  states.  Relax  the  miser’s  gripe 
yon  have  laid  upon  your  neighbor’s  rights.  Throw 
away  the  knife  of  Shylock,  clothe  yourselves  in  the 
robes  of  justice  and  generosity.  Stand  out  in 
your  true  characters,  and  in  t lie  proper  costume  of 
your  noble  state.  Look  upon  this  bill  with  the 
eye  of  an  American  statesman.  The  interests  of 
the  whole  valley  we  inhabit  in  common  are  the 
same.  You  cannot  separate  the  in  by  lines  or  rivers. 
Sir,  the  same  cloud  that  dispenses  its  fertilizing 
showers  upon  Kentucky  drops  fatness  upon  the 
states  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois.  The  same 
sun  that  warms  vegetation  into  early  and  vigorous 
life,  on  the  ricli  plantations  of  Kentucky,  also  mel- 
lows the  fruit  and  ripens  the  harvests  that  cover  the 
vast  plains  ontslreched  upon  the  right  bank  of  the 
Ohio.  The  God  of  nature  has  decreed  us  a common 
lot,  and  it  is  vain  and  impious  to  offer  our  feeble 
opposition  to  his  will. 

Mr.  Speaker,  some  gentleman  have  complained 
that  one  section  of'land  out  of  every  thirty-six  has 
been  given  to  the  western  states  for  the  use  of 
coinmon,schoois.  Do  gentlemen  recollect  to  whom 
this  benefit  results?  Who  are  t hey  that  inhabit  the 
great  valleys  of  the  west?  Emigrants  surely  from 
the  old  states  of  the  south  and  east.  The  children 
to  be  educated  there  are  your  children.  Sir,  we 
heard  (some  of  us  at  least)  an  English  genlieman 
(Mr.  Buckingham,)  in  one  of  his  interesting  lec- 
tures lately  delivered  in  this  city,  say,  when  speak- 
ing of  Briiish  emigration  to  America,  that  he  was 
sorry  they  1 1 ad  not  sent  to  this  country  better  speci- 
mens of  their  population.  Sir,  I can  say  to  my  friends 
on  this  side  of  the  mountains,  with  equal  sincerity, 
as  to  some  of  those  you  send  out,  “I  am  soi  'y  you 
did  not  send  us  better  specimens.”  But  the  truth 
is,  we  get  in  the  west  the  very  best  and  the 
very  w orst  of  your  population.  The  poor  come 
there  for  bread,  and  the  enterprising  and  industri- 
ous to  find  a field  which  gives  ample  scope  to  their 
energies,  and  rewards  to  their  labor.  This  fund, 
then,  is  for  the  education  of  the  poor,  and  tire  rich, 
too,  if  any  such  there  be,  which  you  send  in  masses 
every  year  to  the  west.  And  can  I assure  gen- 
tlemen it  lias  been  faithfully  applied  in  Ohio.  It 
has  been  added  to  by  heavy  taxation  upon  our 
people.  Some  gentlemen,  (I  speak  it  in  no  spirit 
of  pride  or  vain  boasting,)  some  gentlemen  Irom 
the  old  states  might  learn  something  new  to  them 
in  the  history  of  civilization,  would  they  but  visit 
that  western  world,  of  which  they  often  seem  to 
me  to  know  ltttle.  They  might  see  there,  in  the 
very  spot  where  but  yesterday  the  wild  beasts  of 
the  w ilderness  seized  their  prey  by  night,  and  made 
their  covert  lair  by  day,  on  that  same  spot  to-day 
stands  the  common  school  house,  filled  alike  with 
the  chrildrgn  of  the  rich  and  poor — those  t hildren 
who  are  to  be  the  future  voters,  officers,  and  states- 
men of  the  republic.  Over  that  vast  region,  so 
lately  red  with  Ihe  blood  of  savage  war,  the  seed- 
fields  of  knowledge  are  planted,  ar.d  a smiling  har- 
vest of  civilization  springs  up.  And  there,  too 
may  be  seen  what  a Christian  statesman  might  well 
admire.  The  schoolmaster  is  not  alone.  That 
holy  religion,  which  is  at  last  the  only  sure  basis  of 
permanent  social  or  political  improvement,  has  there 
its  voices  crying  in  the  wilder  ness.  LTpon  the  al- 
most burning  embers  of  the  war-fire,  round  w hich 
some  barbarous  chief  but  yesterday  recounted  to 
his  listening  tribe  with  horrid  exultation,  his  deeds 
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of  savage  heroism,  to-day  is  built  a temple  dedica- 
ted to  that  religion  which  announces  “peace  on 
earth,  and  good-will  towards  men.”  Yes,  sir,  all 
over  that  land,  side  by  side  with  the  humble  school 
house,  stand  those 

“steeple-towers 

“And  spires  whose  silent  finger  points  to  Heaven.” 

Is  it  sir,  can  it  be  in  the  heart  of  an  American 
statesman,  to  check  in  its  progress,  or  crush  in  its 
infancy,  a social  and  political  system,  which  has 
tendencies  and  fruits  like  this?  But,  sir,  1 find 
myself  tempted,  by  themes  so  full  ol  hope,  to  wan- 
der, a3  some  may  think,  into  subjects  having  a 
bearing  upon  the  immediate  question,  too  remote  to 
justify  their  discussion  here.  I beg  to  remind  this 
house  that  the  bill  now  before  it  is  a pait,  small, 
indeed,  but  still  a part  of  a system  of  policy  which 
long  ago  you  established  for  the  western  country, 
which  hitherto  you  have  cherished,  and  which  aid- 
ed by  the  patient,  persevering  labor  of  your  people 
there,  has  produced  the  happy  results  which  I have 
so  hastily  and  imperfectly  laid  belore you.  I feel  an 
assured  confidence  that  I do  not  plead  in  vain  to  an 
American  congress  in  such  a cause.  Still  should 
I unhappily  be  mistaken  in  this,  conscious  of  the 
rectitu  le  of  my  own  motives,  1 shall  cheerfully 
submit  to  whatever  decision  it  shall  please  the  house 
to  make. 

When  Mr.  Corwin  concluded,  the  previous  ques- 
tion was  demanded  by  Mr.  Casey,  and  carried;  and 
the  main  question  being  put  on-ordering  the  bill  to 
be  read  a third  tune,  was  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  J.  W.  Allen, 
Anderson,  Beatty,  Biddle,  Bond,  Boon,  Borden, 
Briggs,  Bronson,  J.  Calhoon,  Casey,  Chambers, 
Childs,  Coffin,  Corwin,  Cranston,  Curtis,  Cushing, 
Davee,  Davis,  Dunn,  Ewing,  Fail  field,  R.  Fletcher, 
Fillmore,  Foster,  It.  Garland,  Goode,  William  Gra- 
ham, Grant,  Gray, Grennell,  Haley,  Halstead,  Ham- 
mond, H uner,  Harlan,  Harrison,  Harper,  Hastings, 
Henry,  Herod,  Hoff, nan,  Howard,  W.  H.  Hunter, 
Ingham,  Jenifer, H Johnson,  J .Johnson.  Leadbetter, 
Lincoln,  Logan,  Marvin,  Samsori  Mason,  May, 
Maxwell,  Robert  McClellan,  McLennan,  Menefee, 
Mercer;  Milligan,  Miller,  Mitchell,  Morgan,  C. 
Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Parmenter,  Patter- 
son, Payuter,  Peck,  Petrikin,  Phelps,  Pope,  Potts, 
Prentiss,  R r rid  - n , Randolph,  Reed,  Ridgwav,  Rus- 
sell, Sheffer,  Sibley,  Snyder,  Southgate,  Taylor, 
Tillinghast,  Titus,  Dolan d , Webster,  A.  S.  White, 
J.  White,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  J.  L.  Williams, 
Worthington,  Yell,  Yorke — 96 

NAYS — Messrs.  Andrews,  Atherton,  Beirne, 
Bell,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Bouldin,  Brodhead,  Bruyn, 
Cambreleng,  Wm.  B.  Bampbell,  J.  Campbell, 
William  B.  Carter,  Cheatham,  Cleveland,  Clowney, 
Coles,  Connor,  Crockptt,  Cushman,  Dawson,  De- 
berry, Dromgoole,  Edwards,  Elmore,  Everett, 
Farrington,  I.  Fletcher,  Fry,  J.  Garland,  J.  Gra- 
ham, Grantland,  Graves,  Griffin,  Hawes,  Haynes, 
Hopkins,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  T.  B.  Jackson, 
J.  Jackson,  J.  W.  Jones,  Keiiri,  Kemble,  Lawler, 
Legare,  Lewis,  Loomis,  Lyon,  Mallory,  J.  M.  Ma- 
son, Martin,  Maury,  McKay,  Abraham  McClellen, 
McClure,  Montgomery,  S.  W.  Morris,  Murray, 
Noble,  Owens,  Parker,  Pennybacker,  Pickens, 
Reilly,  Rencher,  Rhett.  Richardson,  Robertson, 
Rumsey,  Sawyer,  A.  H.  Sheppard,  C.  Shepard, 
Shields,  Slade,  Sinilh,  Spencer,  Stanlv,  Stuart, 
Stone,  Stratton  Taliaferro,  Thomas,  Thompson, 
Toncey, Towns,  Turney,  Underwood,  Vanderveer, 
Wagener,  Weeks,  L.  Williams,  S.  Williams,  J.  W. 
Williams,  C.  II.  Williams,  Wise — SO. 

So  the  bill  was  passed  to  a third  reading,  and  was 
on  the  same  day,  read  a third  time,  and  passed. 
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SECOND  SESSION— SENATE. 

May  24.  After  the  disposition  of  the  communi- 
cation from  the  treasury  department,  in  reply  to 
Mr  Clay’s  resolution  in  relation  to  the  receipt  of 
bank  notes  as  revenue,  (as  stated  in  our  last,)  on 
motion  of  Mr.  White,  the  president’s  message  and 
the  communication  of  the  secretary  of  war,  on  the 
subject  of  delaying,  for  two  years,  the  removal  of 
the  Cherokee  Indians,  and  of  making  further  pro- 
vision for  their  removal  and  for  indemnities  to  be 
made  to  them,  was  taken  up,  and,  after  some  re- 
marks by  Mr.  While  and  Mr.  Sevier,  it  was  referred 
to  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  While,  the  secretary  of  war 
was  required  to  inform  the  senate  whether  any  an- 
swer had  been  given  by  the  Cherokee  delegation  to 
the  propositions  contained  in  his  communication  on 
the  subject  of  the  removal  of  the  Cherokee  Indians, 
and.  if  so,  to  transmit  to  the  senate  a copy  of  such 
answer. 

The  following  bills  were  severally  read  a third 
time,  and  passed: 


The  bill  to  authorize  the  entry  of  lands  in  Ar- 
kansas covered  by  alleged,  but  unconfirmed, French 
and  Spanish  claims;  and  the  bill  lor  t he  continuation 
of  the  Cumberland  road  in  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illi- 
nois, which  was  passed  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Bucha- 
nan, Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Da- 
vis, Grundy,  Knight,  Linn,  McKean,  Morris,  Ni- 
cholas, Robbins,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Indi- 
ana, Sw iff,  Tall madge, Tipton,  Wright,  Young — 23. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Ala- 
bama, Clayton,  Hubbard,  King,  Lumpkin,  Lyon, 
Mouton,  Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Prentiss,  Preston, 
Rives,  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Trotter,  White — 18. 

This  bill  was  sent  to  the  house,  arid  subsequently 
returned  with  an  amendment,  in  which  the  senate 
concurred. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright , the  senate  proceeded 
to  consider  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
naval  serv  ice  for  183S. 

Mr.  Crittenden  moved  to  amend  it  by  strikingout 
the  appropriation  for  the  exploring  expedition. 

This  motion  occasioned  a debate  by  Messrs. 
Crittenden,  Wright,  Rives,  Niles,  Preston,  and  Da- 
vis, who  gave  way  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Web- 
ster, and  the  action  on  the  bill  was  suspended  bv 
consent,  with  a view-  to  obtain  better  infoi  mation  in 
regard  to  the  command  by  a lieutenant  of  a vessel 
rated  at  twenty  guns,  there  being,  apparently,  an 
express  law  against  it. 

The  senate  adjourned,  after  an  executive  session. 

May  25.  After  the  transaction  of  some  business 
of  minor  importance,  Mr.  Linn,  from,  the  special 
committee  on  the  Oregon  territory,  reported  tiie  bill 
referred  to  them,  for  the  occupation  by  the  United 
States  of  the  Oregon  river,  with  an  amendment; 
which  was  read. 

Mr.  L.  stated  that  this  bill  was  accompanied  with 
a special  report  on  the  subject  from  the  committee; 
which  report  he  would  ask  to  have  read  to  the  se- 
nate on  Monday  next. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
making  appropriations  for  the  naval  service  for  the 
year  1838. 

The  question  being  on  Mr.  Crittenden’s  motion 
to  strike  out  the  appropriation  for  the  exploring  ex- 
pedition, Mr.  Davis  concluded  the  remarks  which 
he  commenced  yesterday,  in  favor  of  this  motion, 
not  on  account  of  any  objection  to  the  general  ob- 
ject proposed  by  the  expedition,  which  he  highly 
approved,  but  because — as  he  argued  at  considera- 
ble length — there  was  every  practical  reason  for 
w ant  of  confidence  in  the  talent,  promptness,  and 
energy  of  those  to  whom  the  direction  and  disposal 
of  the  expedition  were  committed,  and  in  whose 
hands  they  were  still  to  remain;  and  because  that, 
by  the  appointment  of  a commander  of  the  expedi- 
tion over  the  heads  of  more  than  a hundred  superi- 
or officers,  a fatal  blow  would  be  given  to  the  feel- 
ings of  honor  and  spirit  of  chivalry  so  all  important 
in  the  navy;  and  especially  because  that,  by  the  ap- 
pointment of  a lieutenantto  command  a twenty-gun 
vessel,  an  express  law  was  violated,  and,  by  the 
same  appointment  to  command  a squadron,  there 
was  also  a violation  of  an  express  order  of  the  de- 
partment, under  the  hands  of  the  navy  commission- 
ers, the  secretary  of  the  navy,  and  the  president  of 
the  United  Slates. 

The  question  was  now  put  on  Mr.,  Crittenden’s 
motion  to  strike  out  the  appropriation  for  the  ex- 
ploring expedition,  (about  $21)0.000,  in  addition  to 
$700,000  already  expended,)  and  it  was  negatived 
as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay,  of  Kenfuclcy, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Morris,  Prentiss,  Rives, 
Robbins,  Spence,  Swift,  White,  Young — 13. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Bucha- 
nan, Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cuihbcrt,  Fulton,  Grundy, 
Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Mouton, 
Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Preston,  Robin- 
son, Sevier,  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Smith,  of  Indi- 
ana, Tallmadge,  Trotter,  Williams,  Wright — 27. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  and,  by  consent,  was  at  once  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hubbard,  the  senate  took  up 
the  joint  resolution  introduced  by  Mr.  Clay,  of  Ky. 
which  was  as  follows: 

“ Resolved , Syc.  That  no  discrimination  shall  ba 
made  as  to  the  currency  or  medium  of  payment  in 
the  several  branches  of  the  public  revenue,  or  in 
debts  or  dues  to  the  government;  and  that,  until 
otherwise  ordered  by  congress,  the  notes  of  sound 
banks,  which  are  payable  and  paid  on  demand  in 
the  iegal  currency  of  the  United  Stales,  under  suit- 
able restrictions,  to  be  forthwith  prescribed  arid 
promulgated  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  shall 
be  received  in  payment  of  the  revenue-arid  of  debts 
and  dues  to  the  government,  and  shall  be  subse- 
quently disbursed,  in  a course  of  public  expendi- 


ture, to  all  public,  creditors  who  are  willing  to  re- 
ceive them.” 

Mr.  Webster  (Mr.  Clay  assenting)  offered  the 
amendment  inserted  in  our  last,  for  the  proceedings 
on  which  see  page  208. 

May  26.  Various  bills  of  a private  character 
were  received  from  the  house,  and  severally  read 
twice  and  referred. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  Mr. 
Clay’s  joint  resolution,  prohibiting  discrimination 
in  the  kinds  of  money  received  for  the  public  reve- 
nue in  its  different  branches,  and  requiring  the  re- 
ceipt and  disbursement  of  sound  specie-pay  ing  bank 
notes. 

The  question  being  on  Mr.  Clay’s  motion  (the 
privilege  of  modifying  it  having  been  refused  to 
him)  to  strike  out  that  clause  in  the  resolution  re- 
quiring disbursements  to  be  made  in  the  bank  notes 
received,  when  the  public  creditor  should  be  will- 
ing to  receive  them,  the  debate  wms  continued  on 
the  resolution  generally,  and  on  its  particular  pro- 
visions, by  Messrs.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Calhoun, 
Sevier,  Wright,  Rives,  Niles,  Morris,  Smith,  of  In- 
diana. 

In  the  course  of  the  debate  Mr.  Rives  suggested, 
but  without  offering  it,  ari  amendment  to  the  reso- 
lution, requiring  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  not  to 
demand  the  specie  at  the  banks  for  the  notes  re- 
ceived, except  lor  the  purpose  of  securing  the  safe- 
ty of  the  public  funds:  of  carrying  on  the  necessa- 
ry operations  of  the  government,  or  of  preventing 
dangerous  over  issues  of  paper  by  the  banks. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  to  strike  out  the  clause 
of  the  resolution  requiring  the  bank  notes  received 
to  be  paid  out  to  those  who  should  be  willing  to  re- 
ceive them,  was  carried  in  the  affirmative:  Ayes  44, 
no  1 — Mr.  Tipton. 

Mr.  Wright  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  provi- 
sion requiring  the  notes  of  sound  specie-paying 
banks  to  be  received  by  the  government.  This  mo- 
tion was  carried  in  the  affirmative  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Bncha- 
man,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert.  Fulton, 
Grundy,  Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Lyon, 
Morris,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce, 
Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Strange, 
Trotter.  Williams,  Wright,  Young— 28. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay,  of  Kentucky, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis.  McKean,  Merrick, 
Prentiss.  Preston,  Rives,  Robbins,  Rugglcs,  Smith, 
of  Indiana,  Spence,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton, 
Webster.  White— 19. 

The  whole  resolution  now  consisted  only  of  the 
substitute  for  the  first  clause  adopted  yesterday  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  prohibiting  the  issuing  and 
enforcing  of  any  order  making  discrimination  in 
the  kinds  of  money  received  in  the  different  branch- 
es of  the  revenue;  (that  is  simply  annulling  the 
specie  circular,  and  prohibiting  all  similar  orders 
hereafter.) 

Mr.  Morris  then  offered  a long  amendment  re- 
quiring that  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  acting 
under  the  resolution  of  1816,  should  receive  such 
notes,  and  none  other,  as  are  authorized  by  law  to 
be  paid  out  to  the  public  creditors;  that  such  notes 
should  be  presented  monthly  at  the  respective  banks 
for  payment,  which  should  be  deposited  in  special 
deposites  as  directed  by  law,  or  as  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  should  think  proper,  and  should  there 
remain,  till  withdrawn  by  order  of  the  secretary; 
that  the  notes  of  no  banks  should  be  received  w hich 
issued  notes  of  less  denomination  than  $5.  nor  of 

any  bank  that  should  not  be  w ithin miles  of 

the  place  where  the  notes  should  be  offered  in  pay- 
ment. 

Mr.  M.  expressing  a wish  to  speak  on  this  amend- 
ment, and  pleading  indisposition  for  not  proceeding 
this  evening,  (it  being  now'  half  past  6 o’clock,) 
asked  an  adjournment;  and  the  senate  adjourned. 

May  2S.  The  Vice  President  presented  the  fol- 
lowing: 

A communication  from  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury. in  pursuance  of  a senate  resolution  of  Febru- 
ary 28th,  with  tables  of  the  rates  of  exchange,  fo- 
reign and  domestic,  and  of  the  prices  of  bank  notes. 
Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

A communication  Iroin  the  secretary  of  war,  in 
reply  to  a resolution  offered  by  Mr.  White,  and  in- 
forming the  seriate  that  no  reply  bad  been  received 
from  the  Cherokee  delegation  to  the  measures  pro- 
posed by  the  secretary  of  war  in  relation  to  further 
time  for  the  removal  ami  further  indemnity  of  the 
Chrrokee  Indians,  but  that  John  Ro«s  and  another 
of  the  delegation  had  expressed  their  acquiescence 
to  those  measures.  Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
White,  to  the  committee  on  Indian  aliairs. 

A communication  from  the  postmaster  general, 
in  reply  to  a senate  resolution  of  the  23d  instant,  in- 
forming the  senate  that  having  no  legal  authority  to 
require  of  the  postmasters  the  receipt  by  them  of 
bank  notes,  the  postmaster  general  bad  issued  no 
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orders  to  that  effect,  but  that  postmasters  generally 
bad  returned  to  the  practice  of  receiving  specie- 
paying banks’  notes  as  they  did  before  the  suspen- 
sion of  specie  payments.  Laid  on  the  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

A great  number  of  private  bills,  a list  of  which 
was  published  in  the  house  proceedings  of  Satur- 
day last,  all  of  them,  but  one,  being  bills  granting 
pensions,  were  received  from  the  house,  and  by 
consent  referred,  without  reading,  to  the  appropri- 
ate committees. 

Mr.  Buchanan  presented  a petition  from  Lucius 
W.  Stockton,  and  Stockton  & Stokes,  praying  in- 
terest on  money  awarded  to  them  by  the  solicitor, 
and  withheld  by  the  postmaster  general,  the  princi- 
pal of  which  had  been  paid  to  them.  Referred. 

Mr.  Norvell  presented  a copy  of  an  act  of  the  le- 
gislature of  Michigan,  which  was  understood  to  be 
the  charter  of  a university,  for  which  a grant  of 
land  had  been  asked  from  congress.  Referred. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hubbard,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  when  an  act  of  congress  pass  for 
the  settlement  of  any  private  claim,  the  secietary 
of  the  senate  shall  transmit  to  the  officer  charged 
with  the  settlement  of  such  claim  the  original  pa- 
pers relating  to  such  claim.  [This  serves  as  a ge- 
neral proviso  to  the  senate  resolution  before  offered 
by  Mr.  H.  that  such  original  papers  shall  remain  in 
the  possession  of  the  secretary  of  the  senate.] 

Mr.  H.  also  offered  a resolution,  which,  being  ob- 
jected to,  lies  over  one  day,  that  the  daily  meetings 
of  the  senate  should  be  hereafter  at  11  o’clock,  till 
otherwise  ordered. 

Several  bills  were  reported  from  committees, 
read,  and  ordered  to  a second  reading;  among  them 
was  a bill  reported  by  Mr.  Niles  authorizing  an  ex- 
emption of  duty  on  foreign  coal  used  in  vessels 
propelled  by  steam. 

The  following  bills  were  severally  considered, 
and  ordered  to  a third  reading:  The  house  bills  to 
secure  the  payment  of  certain  commissions  on  duty 
bonds  to  the  collectors  of  the  customs,  (with  an 
amendment;)  and  for  the  relief  of  Moses  Merrill, 
(with  an  amendment.)  Also,  the  senate  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Moses  Merrill.  The  house  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Henry  Beamish  was,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
King,  indefinitely  postponed.  The  senate  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  resolution  prohibiting  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  from  issuing  or  enforcing 
any  general  order,  (like  the  specie  circular,)  ma- 
king a discrimination  in  the  kinds  of  money  re- 
ceived ill  the  different  branches  of  the  public  reve- 
nue. 

The  question  being  on  Mr.  Morris’  long  amend- 
ment, (published  in  detail  in  Saturday’s  proceed- 
ings,) restricting  (at  this  time)  to  utter  exclusion 
the  receipt  of  all  bank  notes, 

Mr.  Morris  spoke  at  great  length  in  favor  of  his 
amendment,  and  in  defence  of  the  specie  circular, 
and  in  opposition  to  banks  and  banking  generally. 
In  concluding,  he  withdrew  his  amendment,  and 
offered  the  following  resolution,  as  an  appendage  to 
the  resolution  under  consideration: 

Resolved,  That  the  joint  resolution  of  1S16,  au- 
thorizing the  receipt  by  government  of  sound  spe- 
cie-paying bank  notes,  be,  and  hereby  is,  repealed. 

This  resolution  was  rejected  without  debate,  as 
follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Cal- 
houn, Morris,  Niles,  Smith,  of  Con.,  Strange — 8. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Buchanan,  Clay,  of 
Ala.,  Clay,  of  Ky.,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert, 
Davis,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin, 
Lyon,  McKean,  Merrick,  Nicholas,  Norvell,  Pres- 
ton, Rives,  Robbins,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Sevier, 
Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Spence,  Swift,  Tall- 
madge,  Tipton,  Trotter,  Webster,  White,  Williams. 
Wright,  Young— 36. 

The  question  now  recurred  on  the  resolution  (in 
the  form  given  to  it  by  Mr.  Webster’s  substitute) 
which  was  as  follows: 

“ Beit  resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  represen- 
tatives, fyc.  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  to  make,  or  to  continue  in  force, 
any  general  order  which  shall  create  any  difference 
between  the  different  branches  of  revenue,  as  to  the 
money  or  medium  of  payment  in  which  debts  or 
dues,  accruing  to  the  United  States,  may  be  paid.” 

In  this  form  the  resolution  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a third  reading  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Buchanan,  Clay,  of 
Alabama,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Crittenden, 
Cuthbert,  Davis,  Grundy,  King,  Lumpkin,  Lyon, 
McKean,  Merrick,  Nicholas,  Norvell,  Prentiss, 
Preston,  Rives,  Robbins,  Robinson, Ruggles,  Sevier, 
Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Spence,  Swift,  Tall- 
madge,  Tipton,  Trotter,  Webster,  White,  Williams, 
Young — 34. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Cal- 
houn, Hubbard,  Linn,  Morris,  Niles,  Smith,  of, 
Connecticut,  Strange — 10.  I 


Mr.  Webster  now  moved  an  adjournment,  (with 
the  view  of  making  some  remarks  on  the  subject  to- 
morrow,) but  withdrew  the  motion  with  a view  to 
take  up  the  general  orders. 

A number  of  bills  for  the  relief  of  individuals 
were  ordered  to  a third  reading,  and  then  the  senate 
adjourned. 

May  29.  After  some  unimportant  business  had 
been  disposed  of  on  motion  of  Mr.  White,  the  mes- 
sage of  the  president,  and  the  documents  on  the 
subject  of  the  removal  of  the  Cherokee  Indians, 
were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  resolution  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Hub- 
bard that  the  senate  meet  daily  hereafter  at  11 
o’clock,  (modified  by  the  mover  so  as  to  read  from 
and  after  Monday  next,)  was  taken  up,  and,  after  a 
brief  conversation,  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Norvell, 
mainly  on  the  ground  that  it  would  interfere  with 
the  business  of  the  standing  committees,  laid  on  the 
table:  Yeas  26,  nays  14. 

Several  bills,  among  them  the  bill  to  secure  the 
payment  of  certain  commissions  on  duty  bonds  to 
collectors  of  the  customs,  and  the  bill  to  confirm 
land  claims  in  Louisiana,  were  severally  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  senate  took  up  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Clay, 
as  amended  by  the  senate,  modified  by  the  mover, 
at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Webster,  prohibiting  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  from  issuing  or  enforcing 
any  general  order,  like  the  specie  circular,  making 
discrimination  in  the  kinds  of  money  received  for 
revenue  in  its  different  branches. 

The  resolution  having  been  read  a third  time, 
and  the  question  being  on  its  passage,  Mr.  Webster 
addressed  the  senate  at  considerable  length  explain- 
ing the  nature,  relations,  and  bearing  of  the  resolu- 
tion, and  touching  on  various  topics  connected 
with  its  subject-matter.  Mr.  Strange  spoke  in  re- 
ply to  Mr.  Webster,  and  in  opposition  to  the  resolu- 
tion, arguing,  especially,  that  the  resolution  of  1816 
was  merely  permissory,  and  that  even  in  this  view 
it  ought  to  be  repealed,  and  a total  separation  made 
between  the  business  of  government  and  banks. 
Mr.  Webster,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Strange,  said  that  the 
word  may  was  not  used  in  the  resolution  of  1816, 
and  argued  that  it  was  just  as  obligatory  on  the  de- 
partment to  receive  good  bank  notes  as  treasury 
notes.  Mr.  Strange  responded  that,  although  the 
word  may  was  not  used,  the  expression  of  the 
resolution  was  equivalent  to  the  import  of  that 
word.  Mr.  Calhoun  spoke  at  considerable  length, 
denying  that  the  resolution  of  1816  gave  any 
discretionary  power  whatever,  arguing  great  dan- 
ger in  any  such  discretionary  power,  and  ob- 
jecting strongly  to  the  resolution  that  by  im- 
plication it  surrendered  such  power.  Mr.  Web- 
ster argued  and  insisted  that  the  resolution  went 
only  to  restrain  and  not  at  all  to  surrender  such 
discretion.  He  would  gladly  take  away  all  unne- 
cessary discretion,  but  finding  that  impracticable 
he  was  willing  to  go  as  far  as  he  could  in  restrain- 
ing and  controlling  it.  Mr.  Benton  read  and  argued 
chiefly  to  show  that  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
would  be  very  liable  to  censure,  whatever  he  might 
do  under  the  resolution  of  1816. 

Mr.  Lumpkin,  in  explanation,  said  he  had  voted 
against  this  resolution,  as  an  amendment  to  the 
sub-treasnry  bill,  because  he  did  not  wish  to  em- 
barrass that  measure.  He  should  now,  without 
any  change  of  opinion  vote  in  its  favor.  Mr.  King 
argued,  briefly,  that  the  resolution  of  1816  was  ne- 
ver considered  obligatory;  he  insisted  that  it  was 
well  known  to  be  otherwise  when  it  was  adopted, 
and  had  always  been  practised  upon  as  discretiona- 
ry- 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Ky.,  expressed  regret  that  the  se- 
cond portion  ofhis  resolution  had  not  oeen  adopted; 
and  he  hoped  that  some  farther  remedies  might  be 
provided,  especially  the  repeal  of  the  provision  in 
the  deposite  law  of  18.36,  by  which  the  notes  of 
a denomination  less  than  $'5  are  now  excluded  from 
being  received. 

After  a few  remarks  by  Messrs.  Hubbard  and 
Webster,  the  resolution  w7as  passed  by  the  following 
vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Buchanan,  Clay,  of 
Ala.,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Davis,  Fulton, 
Grundy,  King,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  McKean  Merrick, 
Mouton,  Nicholas,  Norvell,  Preston,  Rives,  Rob- 
bins, Robinson,  Ruggles  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Indiana, 
Southard,  Spence,  Swift  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Trot- 
ter, Wall,  Webster,  White  Williams,  Young — 34. 

NAYS — Messrs. Allen,  Benton, Brown,  Calhoun, 
Hubbard,  Morris,  Niles,  Smith,  of  Connecticut, 
Strange — 9. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

May  30.  After  several  private  bills  had  been  dis- 
posed of,  Mr.  Davis  rose,  and  said  that  the  house 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Bemish  had  been  con- 
sidered by  the  committee  on  commerce,  and  reported 
to  the  senate  with  a recommendation  lor  its  indefi- 


nite postponement:  but,  understanding  that  addi- 
tional testimony  in  its  favor  was  about  to  be  sent  in, 
Mr.  D.  had  requested  that  it  might  remain  on  the 
table  for  a few  days.  Owing  to  the  absence  or  inad- 
vertence of  Mr.  Davis,  or  to  the  fact  that  he  fre- 
quently could  not  hear  even  the  title  of  a bill,  and 
much  less  its  substance,  this  bill,  two  days  before, 
but  within  the  time  entitling  it  by  the  rules  to  a mo- 
tion for  reconsideration,  had,  notwithstanding,  been 
taken  up,  and  indefinitely  postponed.  As  this  was 
evidently  a mistake  on  the  part  of  the  senate,  and  as 
the  additional  testimony  expected  had  now  arrived, 
Mr.  Davis  moved  that  a message  be  sent  to  the  house, 
asking  the  return  of  said  bill,  with  the  accompanying 
documents. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Wright,  Cal- 
houn, and  Lumpkin,  advocated  by  Messrs.  Davis, 
King,  Bayard,  Buchanan,  Tipton,  and  White,  chiefly 
on  the  grounds  of  a different  construction  of  the  rules, 
and  of  establishing  a troublesome  precedent,  and  it 
was  carried  in  the  affirmative  without  a division. 

This  bill  and  the  documents  were  subsequently 
received  from  the  house,  and  a motion  made  by  Mr. 
Davis  to  reconsider  the  vote  for  indefinite  postpone- 
ment of  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table  till  the  com- 
mittee on  commerce  should  report  on  the  new  testi- 
mony which  had  been  received. 

Mr.  Webster  offered  the  following  resolution,  and 
asked  its  consideration  at  this  hour: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on-finance  be  in- 
structed to  take  into  consideration  the  act  of  June 
23d,  1836,  entitled  -‘an  act  to  regulate  the  deposite 
of  the  public  moneys,”  and  to  inquire  whether,  ac- 
cording to  the  provisions  of  that  act,  it  is  now  com- 
petent forthe  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  employ  any 
bank  which  has  heretofore  been  selected  as  a pub- 
lic depository,  and  which,  since  the  passage  of  that 
act,  has  suspended  specie  payments;  and,  also,  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing  or  modi- 
fying those  provisions  of  the  said  act  which  prohibit 
the  receipt,  in  payment  of  debts  and  dues  to  the 
United  States,  ofthe  bills  of  all  banks  issuing  notes 
of  a less  denomination  than  five  dollars,  and  to  re- 
port their  opinion  thereon. 

The  immediate  consideration  of  this  resolution 
requiring  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  senate,  and 
being  objected  to  by  Mr.  Morris,  the  resolution  con- 
sequently lies  over  one  day. 

Mr.  Webster  here  offered  the  resolution  noticed  in 
our  last  paper. 

The  bill  making  indemnity  to  the  legal  represen- 
talives  of  John  J.  Billow,  deceased,  for  property 
destroyed  by  the  Indians,  on  the  ground  that  it  had 
before  been  recently  occupied  by  the  United  States 
troops,  was  taken  up,  advocated  by  Messrs.  Hub- 
bard, Bayard,  and  Preston,  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Buchanan  and  King,  and  on  motion  ol  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan, laid  on  the  table — Yeas  22,  nays  13. 

The  bill  in  regard  to  the  town  of  Southport,  in 
Wisconsin,  wa«  taken  up,  discussed  (mainly  on  the 
question  of  the  comparative  eligibility  of  several 
different  places  for  a harbor)  bv  Messrs.  Wright, 
Clay,  of  Alabama,  Hubbard,  and  Niles,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading.  The  senate 
then  adjourned. 

May  31.  Mr.  Buchanan  presented  the  petition 
of  Francis  P.  Blair,  stating  that  he,  with  col.  A. 
Crockett,  was  security  for  Samuel  B.  Crockett,  a 
delinquent  postmaster,  and  praying  an  abatement 
of  the  amount  in  default,  forthe  whole  of  which  the 
postmaster  general  holds  him  responsible;  and  stat- 
ing also  that  he  had  received  from  the  department, 
when  under  Mr.  Barry,  $1,500  as  payment  for 
actual  services  rendered  the  department,  the  whole 
of  which  Mr.  Kendall  holds,  notwithstanding,  as  a 
balance  against  him;  Mr.  B.  in  this  case  also  pray- 
ing relief.  Referred. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  presented  two  memorials 
from  citizens  of  Hartford  county,  Connecticut,  and 
of  Jamaica,  Longlsland,  praying  the  establishment 
of  a national  bank,  which  Mr.  C.  accompanied  with 
some  remarks  that  occasioned  a discussion,  (to  be 
given  hereafter,)  in  which  Messsrs  Clay,  of  Ken- 
tucky, Clay,  of  Alabama,  King,  Niles,  and  Wright 
participated.  The  petitions  were  laid  or.  the  table, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed,  (with  the  names,  at  the 
desire  of  Messrs.  Wright  and  Niles.) 

After  several  petitions  from  individuals  had  been 
presented,  and  the  committee  on  commerce  and  pen- 
sions had  been  severally  discharged  from  the  consi- 
deration of  several  petitions  which  had  been  referred 
to  them, the  resolution  concerning  banks,  offered  yes- 
terday by  Mr.  Webster,  was  taken  up,  modified  by 
Mr.  W.  so  as  to  extend  the  inquiry  as  to  the  com- 
petency of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  receive 
bank  notes,  to  those  banks  which,  since  the  pas- 
sage of  the  deposite  act  of  1836,  had  issued  notes 
under  the  denomination  of  five  dollars,  as  u'ell  a3 
those  that  had  suspended;  and  in  this  form  the  re- 
solution was  adopted. 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— JUNE  2,  1838— CONGRESS. 


217 


The  bill  from  the  house  requiring  the  United  ! 
States  district  court  to  be  held  at  Jackson,  Tennes- 
see; was  read  twice,  and  referred. 

The  senate  took  up,  on  its  third  reading,  the  bill 
in  regard  to  Southport,  Wisconsin. 

This  bill,  at  considerable  length,  was  opposed  by 
Messrs.  Sevier  and  Calhoun,  chiefly  on  the  ground 
that  the  bargain  with  the  citizens  of  Southport,  by 
which  they  were  to  have  the  land,  all  of  which  yet 
belonged  to  the  United  States,  at  a great  excess 
above  the  minimum  price,  with  which  excess 
they  were  to  construct  the  harbor,  was  a bad  prece- 
dent, rather  beneath  the  dignity  of  the  government, 
as  well  as  injurious  to  its  interests;  and  it  was  ad- 
vocated by  Messrs.  Buchanan , Clay , of  Ala.,  King, 
White,  and  Webster,  on  the  ground  that  if  the  late 
pre-emption  bill  should  pass  without  this,  the  whole 
of  this  land  would  fall,  at  an  immense  profit,  into 
the  hands  of  two  or  three  individuals,  at  whose 
mercy  the  citizens  of  this  place  (50  or  60  families) 
would  thus  be  left,  and  the  government  must  still 
construct  the  harbor  at  its  own  expense,  thus  ad- 
ding greatly  to  the  profit  of  these  two  or  three  specu- 
lators. 

The  bill  wTas  passed  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  B ichanan,  Clay,  of 
Alabama,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Fulton,  Grundy, 
Hubbard,  King,  Lyon,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Norvell, 
Prentiss,  Rives,  Robinson,  Smith,  oflnd.,  Spence, 
Swift,  Trotter,  Wall,  Webster,  White  Young — 24. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Benton,  Calhoun,  Lumpkin, 
Niles,  Pierce,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Conn.,  Southard, 
Strange,  Tipton,  Wright — 11. 

The  Vice  President  presented  a communication, 
with  a report  and  documents,  (the  subject  not 
stated  by  the  chair,)  which  were  referred. 

The  bill  to  establish  the  territory  of  Ioway  from 
a portion  of  Wisconsin,  was  made  the  special  order 
for  to-morrow. 

The  following  bills,  &c.  were  considered,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading: 

In  regard  to  a seminary  of  learning  in  Wisconsin. 
To  disapprove  and  confirm  an  act  of  the  legislative 
council  of  Wisconsin  chartering  a bank.  Granting 
to  the  territory  of  Wisconsin  the  alternate  sections 
of  the  land  on  the  line  of  a proposed  canal  to  con- 
nect lake  Michigan  with  Rock  river.  And  for  the 
relief  ot  Guerdon  S.  Hubbard. 

The  senate  adjourned,  after  an  executive  session. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Tuesday,  May  22.  Air.  Stone  having  ofFered  a 
a resolution  directing  the  committee  on  the  post- 
office  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  a establish- 
ing a mail  route  from  Kellysville,  Marion  county, 
Tennessee,  to  some  point  in  Squirreltown,  in  Dade 
county,  Georgia, 

Mr.  Connor  asked  leave  to  offer  a resolution  fix- 
ing the  hour  of  meeting,  during  the  residue  of  the 
session,  at  10  o’clock,  A.  M. 

Objection  being  made,  he  moved  for  a suspension 
of  the  rules,  and  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  taken,  and  resulted  as  follows:  Yeas 
127,  nays,  42.  So  the  rules  were  suspended.  Mr. 
Boon  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by  adding  a 
provision  for  a daily  recess  from  half  past  2 to  4 
o’clock.  Mr.  Reed  advocated  the  amendment,  on 
the  ground  that  there  would,  in  fact,  be  a recess; 
and  it  was  better  to  have  it  all  at  once-  and  under 
a rule.  Mr.  McKennan  opposed  it,  hoping  the 
members  would  agree  to  sit  till  4 o’clock,  which,  in 
ordinary  cases,  he  deemed  late  enough.  The 
amendment  was  further  advocated  by  Mr.  Boon; 
when,  Air.  Montgomery,  to  cut  off  debate,  moved 
the  previous  question.  The  demand  was  sustained 
by  the  house.  The  previous  question  was  carried, 
and  the  resolution  adopted.  So  the  hour  for  meet- 
ing is  changed  from  11  to  10  o’clock. 

Mr.  Sherrod  Williams  asked  leave  to  make  an 
explanation.  Leave  being  granted, 
i Mr.  W.  stated  that  there  was  an  erroneous  state- 
ment in  several  of  the  public  papers,  conveying  the 
idea  that  he  had  consented  to  accept  a modification 
of  his  resolution  (rescinding  the  effect  of  the  spe- 
cie circular)  as  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana,  (Mr.  Boon.)  He  had  never  said  so.  He 
had  said  to  that  gentleman,  at  one  time,  that  he 
would  accept  as  a modification  the  printed  resolu- 
tion from  the  senate  on  that  subject:  but  after  fur- 
ther examining  that  resolution,  he  had  informed 
the  gentleman  that  he  could  not  do  so.  It  applied 
only  to  one  officer  of  the  government,  whereas  his 
own  resolution  applied  to  all.  Mr.  W.  then  stated 
that  he  had  modified  his  resolution  so  as  to  make  it 
a joint  resolution  of  both  houses:  and  if  the  house 
would  now  agree  to  consider  it,  he  was  willing  to 
modify  it  still  farther,  if  any  gentleman,  should  de- 
sire it.  He  explained  why  he  had  not  earlier  made 
an  effort  to  get  up  the  consideration  of  the  resolu- 
tion. 


He  then  asked  leave  to  move  the  resolution  in  the 
form  which  he  preferred. 

Objection  being  made  by  Air.  Cambrcleng,  he 
moved  to  suspend  the  rules,  and  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered.  Air.  Boon 
now  wished  to  explain.  Mr.  Hopkins  objected,  as 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Williams)  had 
gone  into  nothing  personal,  and  it  would  only  con- 
sume time.  The  gentleman  from  Indiana  (Air. 
Boon)  had  explained  on  a former  day. 

The  question  being  taken  on  suspending  the 
rules,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  II.  Allen,  J. 
W.  Allen,  Aycrigg,  Bell,  Bond,  Boon,  Burden, 
Briggs,  Win.  B.  Calhoun,  John  Calhoon,  Casey, 
Cheatham,  Childs,  Corwin.  Cranston,  Crockett, 
Curtis,  Cushing,,  Darlington,  Davies,  Deberry, 
Dennis,  Dunn,  Evans,  Everett,  R.  Fletcher,  Fill- 
more, R.  Garland,  Goode,  James  Graham,  William 
Graham,  Grantland,  Gray,  Grennell,  Haley,  Hall, 
Halsted,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hastings,  Henry,  Herod, 
Hoffman,  J.  Jackson,  H.  Johnson,  W.  C.  Johnson, 
Kennedy,  Kilgore,  Legare,  Lincoln,  Marvin,  S. 
Alason,  Alaury,  Alay,  Alaxwell,  McKennan,  Alene- 
fee,  Mercer,  Alilligan,  Mitchell,  Morgan,  C.  Morris, 
Naylor,  Noyes,  ,Parmenter,  Peck,  Pope,  Potts, 
Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rencher,  Ridgway, 
Robertson,  Robinson,  Rumsey,  Russell,  Sergeant, 
A.  H.  Shepperd,  Shields,  Sibley,  Slade,  Snyder, 
Southgate,  Stuart,  Stone,  Stratton,  Taliaferro, 
Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  A.  S.  White,  J. 
White,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  T.  T.  Whittlesey,  L. 
Williams,  Sherrod  Williams,  J.  L.  Wi.liams,  Wise, 
Yell,  Yorke — 104. 

NAYS — Alessrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Ather- 
ton, Banks,  Beatty,  Beirne,  Bicknell,  Bouldin, 
Buchanan,  Bynum,  Cambreleng,  Chapman,  Cleve- 
land, Clowney,  Cohs,  Connor,  Craig,  Cushman, 
Dawson,  Davee,  Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Edwards, 
Elmore,  Farrington,  Fairfield,  Isaac  Elelcher,  Fry, 
Glascock,  Grant,  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynes, 
Holsey,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Ilnbley,  Wm.  II. 
Hunter,  Ingham,  T.  B.  Jackson,  J.  Johnson,  N. 
Jones,  J.  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Klingensmith,  Lead- 
better,  Lewis,  Logan,  Martin,  McKay,  R.  McClel 
Ian,  A.  McClellan,  McClure,  Aloore,  Alurray, 
Noble,  Owens,  Palmer,  Parker,  Penny  backer,  Petri- 
kin,  Phelps,  Potter,  Pratt,  Prentiss,  Reilly,  Sawyer, 
Sheffer,  C.  Shepard,  Sheplor,  Spencer,  Taylor, 
Thomas,  Titus,  Toucey,  Towns,  Turney,  Yan- 
derveer,  Webster,  Weeks,  J.  W.  Williams,  Wor- 
thington— S3. 

Two-thirds  not  voting  for  the  motion,  the  house 
refused  to  suspend  the  rules  to  enable  Air.  Wil- 
liams to  offer  his  motion. 

Air.  Naylor  obtained  leave  to  offer  a petition  and 
have  it  referred. 

Mr.  Whittlesey,  of  Ohio,  from  the  committee  of 
claims,  reported  a bill  to  continue  in  force  an  act 
passed  on  the  18th  of  January,  1S37,  to  provide  for 
the  payment  for  horses  and  other  property  lost  or 
destroyed  in  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States. 

Air.  Whittlesey  moved  to  go  into  committee  of 
the  whole  on  the  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  act 
for  the  payment  for  horses  lost  in  the  last  war. 
The  motion  prevailed,  and  the  house  accordingly 
went  into  committee  of  the  wdiole,  (Air.  Reed  in 
the  chair,)  on  that  bill.  Air.  Whittlesey  briefly  ex- 
plained, expressing  his  hope  that  tne  provision, 
which  had  been  formerly  iimited  to  two  years, 
should,  as  now  proposed,  be  rendered  permanent. 
Air.  Graham,  of  Indiana,  called  for  the  reading  of 
the  act  proposed  to  be  continued;  and  it  was  read. 
Air.  G.  then  moved  an  amendment,  the  object  of 
which  w'as  to  extend  the  provisions  of  the  law  to 
mounted  rangers  i'n  Indiana  and  Illinois,  whose 
horses  had  been  lost  without  fault  on  their  part. 
Mr.  G.  explained  at  length,  and  advocated  the 
amendment  with  great  earnestness. 

Mr.  Hoffman  moved  for  the  rising  of  the  commit- 
tee; wdiereupon  before  any  question  was  taken,  the 
committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  obtained 
leave  to  sit  again. 

The  Chair  presented  a communication  from  the 
president  notifying  the  house  of  his  approval  of  the 
bill  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  treasury  notes^to 
meet  the  current  expenses  of  the  government. 

The  Chair  laid  before  the  house  a communica- 
tion from  the  president  concerning  the  Cherokee 
treaty,  &c.  of  the  same  import  as  that  rioted  in  this 
day’s  proceedings  of  the  senate.  [See  senate  pro- 
ceedings page  204.] 

On  motion  of  Air.  Bell,  the  communication  was 
referred  to  a committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of 
the  union,  and  ordered  to  be  printed.  Mr.  Cam- 
breleng pressed  a motion  to  go  into  committee  of  the 
whole"  on  the  state  of  the  union  w'ith  a view  to  take 
up  the  bill  for  the  suppression  of  Indjan  hostilities. 
Air.  Everett  inquired  of  Air.  Cambreleng  -whether 
1 there  was  any  estimate  sent  to  the  committee  of 


ways  and  means  for  the  expense  connected  with 
the  subject  in  the  message?  and  whether  that  com- 
mittee intended  to  offer  any  amendments  to  the  bill 
lor  the  suppression  of  Indian  hostilities  to  cover 
those  expenses?  Mr.  Cambreleng  replied  in  the  nega- 
tive, and  insisted  that  whatever  might  be  done  in 
reference  to  the  message,  the  bill  lor  the  suppres- 
sion of  Indian  hostilities  must  still  be  passed,  as 
three-fourths  of  its  appropriations  were  for  debt3 
already  incurred,  and  which  must  be  met.  Air. 
Everett  was  of  a different  opinion,  contending  that 
the  two  subjects  were  intimately  connected,  be- 
cause, if  any  thing  should  be  done  in  this  proposal 
of  accommodation,  there  would  be  no  necessity  of 
keeping  up  the  force  in  the  Cherokee  nation.  Air. 
Cambreleng  observed  that  all  the  diminution  of  ap- 
propriation, in  that  case,  would  be  simply  in  the 
pay  of  the  troops,  since  they  must  be  kept  there 
until  the  final  arrangement  should  be  completed. 
Air.  Glascock  wished  the  communication  referred, 
not  in  the  first  place  to  the  committee  of  the  w hole 
on  the  state  of  the  union,  but  to  the  committee  on 
Indian  affairs.  He  warmly  pressed  a motion  for 
reconsideration.  On  this  motion  a debate  ensued, 
in  which  Messrs.  Everett,  Howard,  Holsey,  and 
Reed  took  part,  and  which  ended  with  a motion  by 
Air.  Reed  to  lay  Mr.  Glascock’s  motion  for  recon- 
sideration on  the  table.  Mr.  Holsey  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays;  but  the  house  refused  to  Ol  der  them. 
The  motion  was  then  negatived:  Ayes  65,  noes  68. 
The  debate  w-as  further  continued  by  Messrs.  Bell, 
Cambreleng,  and  Cushing ; when,  the  question  being 
taken  on  reconsidering,  it  was  decided  in  the  affir- 
mative: Ayes  73,  noes  69.  So  the  reference  of  the 
president’s  communication  to  the  committee  of  the 
wdiole  on  the  state  of  the  union'  was  reconsidered. 
That  reference  was  then  negatived:  Ayes  72,  noes 
84.  The  question  then  recurred  on  a motion 
of  Air.  Glascock,  to  refer  the  message  to  the  com- 
mittee on  Indian  affairs. 

Mr.  Everett  moved  to  amend  the  motion  so  as  to 
give  the  committee  power  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers,  since,  as  matters  stood,  the  committee  could 
not  know  whether  the  proposals  of  the  president 
had  been  accepted  by  the  Cherokee  delegation. 

Air.  Dau-son  remonstrated  very  warmly  against 
the  consequences  of  giving  the  committee  such  a 
power;  the  object  ot  which,  he  insisted,  was  to 
bring  John  Ross  before  the  committee,  and  thus 
thrust  the  authority  and  influence  of  that  chief  in 
the  way  of  the  execution  of  the  treaty  of  1835 
which  must  inevitably  lead  to  an  Indian  war.  He 
closed  by  moving  that  the  president’s  communica- 
tion be  laid  on  the  table  and  printed.  He  withdrew 
this  motionat  the  request  ol  Air.  Wise,  who  promis- 
spd  to  renew  it.  He  then  replied  with  equal  w armth 
to  the  speech  of  Air.  Dawson,  denouncing  the  al- 
leged treaty  of  1835  in  the  strongest  terms.  He 
expressed  lively  joy  at  the  reception  of  such  a 
message,  and  complimented  the  president,  as  he 
said,  for  the  first  time  in  his  life.  Mr.  Wise,  in  his 
eagerness,  forgot  to  renew  the  motion,  and  Mr. 
Glascock  obtained  the  floor.  Mr.  Wise  now  re- 
newed the  motion,  but  it  was  too  late. 

Air.  Glascock  addressed  the  house  with  earnest- 
ress,  insisting  on  the  obligation  of  the  treaty  of 
1835,  and  the  sacredness  of  the  vested  rights  of 
Georgia  under  it;  the  certainty  that  her  citizens 
would  take  possession  of  these  lands,  and  the  im- 
minent danger  of  an  Indian  w:ar.  Should  the  gov- 
ernment attempt  to  overturn  that  treaty,  Georgia 
would  never  be  found  wanting  to  herself,  as  she  had 
once  before  proved.  Mr  .Atherton  now  demanded 
the  previous  question,  (the  effect  of  which  would 
be  to  bring  the  house  to  an  immediate  vote  on  the 
reference  to  the  Indian  committee,  and  would  cut 
off  Air.  Everett’s  amendment.)  Air.  Owens  moved 
to  lay  the  message  on  the  table,  and  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays.  Air.  Wise  strenuously  endeavored 
to  get  the  floor  farther  to  reply  to  Air.  Dawson  and 
Air.  Glascock;  but  then  Chair  insisted  on  the  rule 
which  forbids  debate  after  a motion  to  lay  on  (he 
table.  Air.  Cambreleng  and  Air.  Legare,  asked  that 
the  communication  be  read  again.  The  Chair  pro- 
nounced it  out  of  order,  as  a motion  had  been  made 
tor  the  previous  question.  Some  confusion  arose. 
The  Chair  vindicated  its  decision;  but,  on  earnest 
remonstrance,  put  the  question  on  the  reading  of 
the  message,  though,  as  he  insisted,  not  strictly  in 
order.  Mr.  Wise  insisted  that  the  documents  should 
also  be  read.  The  Chair  now  insisted  on  the  rule. 
Air.  Wise  took  an  appeal.  The  decision  of  the 
Chair  was  sustained.  The  question  was  now  put 
on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Owens  to  lay  the  message 
and  documents  on  the  table,  and  negatived  by  yeas 
and  nays:  Yeas  39,  nays  113. 

Mr.  Montgomery  appealed  to  Air.  Atherton,  to 
withdraw  his  call  for  the  previous  question,  and 
suffpr  the  whole  subject  to  be  postponed  for  a 
week. 
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The  Chair  pronounced  such  a withdrawal  out 
of  order.  The  question  was  then  put  on  sustain- 
ing the  previous  question  and  carried:  Ayes  78, 
noes  53. 

The  previous  question  was  then  put  and  carried, 
and  the  reference  to  the  Indian  committee  agreed 
to. 

So  the  communication  of  the  president,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  treatirs  with  the  Cherokees,  was  laid 
on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Cushing  now  resumed  and  concluded  his 
speech  in  support  of  his  motion  to  commit  the 
president's  message  on  the  subject  of  the  north- 
western territory  of  the  United  States  to  the  com- 
mittee on  foreign  aifairs,  with  instructions  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a post  on 
the  river  ColumDia,  for  the  defence  and  occupa- 
tion of  the  territory  of  the  United  States  watered 
by  said  river;  and  also  to  consider  the  expediency 
of  making  further  provision  by  law  to  prevent  the 
intermeddling  of  the  officers  or  subjects  of  foreign 
powers  with  the  Indians  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Howard  called  tor  the  readingofthe  instruc- 
tions moved  by  Mr.  Cushing;  which  were  read  ac- 
cordingly. He  then  went  at  some  length  into  a 
reply,  not  expressing  any  decided  opinion  as  to 
the  propriety  of  the  measure  to  which  his  instruc- 
tions looked,  but  throwing  out  a doubt  whether  this 
government  could  take  possession,  as  proposed,  of 
the  country  on  the  Columbia,  in  consistency  with 
the  stipulations  of  our  convention  with  England. 
He  had  no  objection  to  the  instructions. 

Mr.  Elmore  moved  as  a substitute  the  following: 

“Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  extent  of  the  coun- 
try claimed  by  the  United  Stales  west  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  on  the  northwest  coast  of  the  Pacific 
ocean;  the  title  under  which  it  is  claimed,  and  the 
evidence  of  the  correctness  of  the  title;  the  extent 
of  sea-coast,  aud  the  number  and  description  of  its 
harbors;  the  nature  of  the  climate,  soil,  produc- 
tions, and  trade;  and  also  whether  it  is  expedient 
to  establish  a territorial  government,  or  one  or  more 
mililary  posts,  as  possession  for  the  same  or  any' 
part  thereof;  and  what  will  be  the  expense  neces- 
sary to  establish  the  same,  and  the  annual  expense 
for  its  support;  what  fortifications  and  ships  will  be 
required  lor  said  territory,  and  what  number  of  sol- 
diers and  sailors  will  be  necessary  for  its  protec- 
tion, both  in  time  of  peace,  and  in  case  of  a war 
with  any  foreign  power;  and  that  the  committee  re- 
port thereoii  to  this  house.” 

Rut  subsequently  agreed  to  add  it  to  Mr.  Cush- 
ing’s as  an  amendment;  in  which  form  it  was 
agreed  to.  The  instructions,  therefore,  read  as 
follows: 

“Resolved,  That  said  communication  be  referred 
to  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs,  with  instruc- 
tions to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establish- 
ing a post  on  the  Columbia  river,  for  the  defence 
and  occupation  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States 
watered  by  said  river:  and  also  to  consider  the  ex- 
pediency of  making  further  provision  by  law  to 
prevent  the  intermeddling  of  the  officers  or  sub- 
jects of  foreign  powers  with  the  Indians  of  the 
United  States.” 

‘ Also,  to  inquire  into  the  extent  of  the  country 
claimed  by  the  United  States  west  of  the  Rocky 
mountains,  on  the  northwest  coast  of  the  Pacific 
ocean;  the  title  under  which  it  is  claimed,  and  the 
evidence  of  the  coirectness  of  the  title;  Ihe  extent 
of  seacoast,  and  the  number  and  description  of  its 
harbors;  the  nature  of  the  climate,  soil,  produc- 
tions and  trade;  and  also  whether  it  is  expedient  to 
establish  a territorial  government;  or  one  or  more 
mililary  posts,  as  possession  for  the  same  or  any 
part  thereof,  arid  what  will  be  the  expense  neces- 
sary to  establish  the  same,  and  the  annual  expense 
for  its  supDort;  what  fortifications  and  ships  will 
be  required  for  said  territory,  and  what  number  of 
soldiers  and  sailors  will  be  necessary  for  its  pro- 
tection both  in  time  of  peace  and  in  cas°  of  war 
with  any  foreign  power;  anti  that  the  committee  re- 
port thereon  to  this  bouse.” 

Mr.  Elmore  wishing  to  make  some  remarks,  and 
it  being  past  4 o’clock,  moved  an  adjournment; 
which  prevailed. 

And  the  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  May  23.  After  the  reading  of  the 
journal,  Mr.  Taliaferro  desired  that  the  house  be 
counted.  He  wished  to  know  whether  those  who  had 
voted  to  change  the  hour  of  meeting  to  10  o’clock 
were,  themselves,  on  the  ground.  The  Chair  stated 
that  87  members  only  were  present.  Mr.  Turney 
moved  a call  of  the  house.  On  this  motion  Mr. 
Everett  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were 
accordingly  taken;  when  the  following  was  the  re- 
sult: veas  63.  nays  66. 

Messrs.  Sherrod  Williams,  McKennan,  and  Lyon 
detained  leave  to  present  memorials. 


Reports  from  committees  were  presented;  among 
them  the  following:  Mr.  Whittlesey,  of  Ohio,  from 

the  committee  of  claims,  made  a report  upon 
the  propriety  of  amending  the  act  entitled  “An  act 
to  provide  lor  the  payment  of  horses  and  other 
property  lost  or  destroyed  in  the  military  service  of 
the  United  States,”  approved  January  18,  1837. 

Mr.  Marlin,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary, 
reported  against  the  petition  of  R.  H.  White  and 
others,  asking  aid  to  enable  said  White  to  procure 
witnesses  to  sustain  himself  in  his  defence  at  the 
suit  of  the  government  of  the  United  States  on  a 
charge  of  burning  the  treasuiy  building. 

Mr.  Everett,  from  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs, 
reported  senate  bill  No.  75,  to  provide  for  the  secu- 
rity and  protection  of  the  emigrant  and  other  In- 
dians west  of  the  states  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas, 
with  an  amendment. 

Mr.  Everett  submitted  an  amendment  to  the  28th 
rule  of  the  house,  permitting  any  member  of  the 
house  to  have  his  name  recorded  on  a question 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  who  shall  come  in  before 
the  last  name  is  called.  The  proposed  amendment 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  resolution  to  print  an  extra  number  of  copies 
of  the  report  of  the  committee  on  duelling,  &.C. 
coming  up  in  order — 

Mr.  Mason , of  Ohio,  resumed  and  continued,  for 
some  time,  his  remarks  in  opposition  to  printing 
the  report  of  the  committee,  but  in  favor  of  printing 
the  evidence  and  journal  of  the  committee.  Before 
Mr.  M.  had  concluded  what  he  had  to  say,  the 
morning  hour  expired. 

Several  bills  from  the  senate  received  their  first 
and  second  readings,  and  were  referred  to  commit- 
tees, &c. 

The  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Cushing  in  relation 
to  the  occupation  of  the  territory  on  the  Columbia 
river  came  up  next  in  order.  Mr.  Elmore,  who  had 
offered  an  amendment  to  Mr.  Cushing’s  instructions, 
bad  the  floor  in  support  of  that  amendment,  but  waiv- 
ed his  rigtit  to  address  the  house.  The  question  was 
then  taken,  and  Mr.  Cushing’s  resolution  was  adopt- 
ed by  the  house.  Several  senate  bills  were  read 
twice,  and  referred. 

Mr.  McKay  asked  leave  to  offer  the  following 
resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed 
to  communicate  to  (his  house,  with  as  little  delay 
as  practicable,  the  amount  that  will  be  required  for 
the  additional  allowances  proposed  by  him  to  be 
made  to  the  Cherokees  in  his  letter  to  John  Ross 
and  others,  under  date  of  the  18th  of  May,  1838, 
specify  ing  under  separate  heads  the  amount  neces- 
sary under  each.  - 

Objections  being  made,  Mr.  Bell  moved  a sus- 
pension of  the  rules;  and  the  house  suspended.  The 
question  being  then  on  putting  the  question  on  the 
resolution  at  this  time,  objection  was  again  made. 
Mr.  Bell,  again  moved  to  suspend  the  rules.  They' 
were  suspended,  and  the  resolution  adopted. 

The  house  then  went  into  committee  of  the  whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union.  (Mr.  Howard  again  in 
the  chair,)  on  the  bill  for  the  suppression  of  Indian 
hostilities. 

The  question  being  on  the  follow  ing  amendment 
offered  by  Mr.  Bell: 

“ Provided,  that  if  the  president  shall  ascertain 
that  all  dissatisfaction  and  further  opposition  on  the 
part  of  any  portion  of  the  Cherokee  Indians  to  the 
treaty  of  1835  can  be  allayed  or  avoided  by  allow- 
ing an  additional  compensation  for  lands  ceded  to 
the  United  States  by  said  treaty,  aud  that  thereby 
the  government  may  be  saved  the  expense  of  keep- 
ing up  the  large  military  force  within  the  Cherokee 
country  now  contemplated,  he  is  hereby  authorized 
to  apply  two  millions  ol  dollars. of  the  sum  appro- 
priated bv  this  act  to  that  object.” 

Mr.  Wise  rose,  and  addressed  the  house  with 
great  animation  on  the  general  subject  of  our  In- 
dian relations;  the  past  policy  of  the  country  in 
removing  the  Indians  west  of  the  Mississippi;  Ihe 
dangers  which  threaten  our  western  frontier;  and 
the  course  of  Georgia  tow  ard  the  Cherokees.  The 
late  treaty  with  the  Senecas,  in  the  state  of  New 
York,  was  incidentally  alluded  to,  which  brought 
up  M r.  Fillmore  in  explanation.  Mr.  Towns  then 
rose  in  repiy  to  Mr.  Wise,  and  spoke  in  explanation 
and  vindication  of  the  course  of  Georgia  in  dealing 
with  the  Indians  in  her  Mini's;  in  the  course  of 
which  he  made  some  very  severe  remarks  on  the 
character  of  John  Ross,  whom  he  declared  to  be 
openly  in  market.  He  deprecated  the  least  delay 
in  the  execution  of  the  treaty.  Mr.  Marvin  made 
some  statements  in  reference  to  the  treaty  with  the 
Senecas.  He  gave  a history  of  the  getting  up  of  an 
application  to  Hip  senate  to  have  ail  the  circum- 
stances of  the  alleged,  treaty  thoroughly  investiga 
ted.  Tiler  ■ were  allegations  on  both  sides.  He 
expressed  lively  indignation  as  to  the  course  pur- 
sued in  the  payment  of  the  annuities  of  these  Sene-. 


cas.  He  gave  a history  of  the  difficulties  of  the  In- 
dians from  the  failure  of  their  crops,  and  the  holding 
back  of  the  money  by  the  agents  who  should  have 
paid  it,  and  the  etloits  to  get  the  Indians  to  take 
goods  instead  of  the  money,  although  the  annuity 
itself  is  but  the  interest  of  a fund  originally  belong- 
ing to  the  Senecas,  and  placed  on  trust  in  the  hands 
of  Gen.  Washington.  He  animadverted  w ith  seve- 
rity' on  the  conduct  and  character  of  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Schermerhorn,  whose  unauthorized  interference  he 
deprecated  as  of  itself  sufficient  to  cast  a suspicion 
over  any  transaction  with  Indians. 

Mr.  Cushing  said  that  reference  having  been  made, 
in  this  debate,  to  the  circumstance  that  an  agent  of 
the  sflate  of  Massachusetts  had  participated  in  the  ne- 
gotiation of  the  late  treaty  wiih  the  Seneca  Indians, 
he  wisheu,  before  the  committee  left  that  subject, 
to  make  a brief  explanation  ol  the  facts  in  behalf  of 
his  state.  In  17S6  the  states  of  New  York  and  Mas- 
sachusetts concluded  a compromise  ol  ihe  claims  of 
the  latter  in  New  York,  by  wl  ich  a session  of  a 
certain  part  of  the  soil  of  New  York  was  made  to 
Massachusetts,  the  jurisdiction  remaining  with 
New  York.  This  cession  embraced  the  pre-emp- 
tive right  of  land  in  the  occupancy  of  the  Senecas. 
In  1788  Massachusetts  conveyed  a part  of  her  pre- 
emptive right  to  Oliver  Phelps  and  Nathaniel  Gor- 
ham; and  iri  1791  conveyed  the  residue  1o  Robert 
Morris.  Massachusetts  thus  parted  with  all  her 
title  to  the  lands  in  question;  but  she  had  under- 
taken, and  has  anxiously  endeavored,  to  see  that 
justice  should  be  done  to  the  Senecas,  in  the  nego- 
tiation of  any  treaties  for  the  extinguishment  of 
their  occupation-title.  Accordingly,  in  the  nego- 
tiations ol  17SS  she  employed  the  celebrated  mis- 
sionary, the  Rev.  Samuel  Kirkland,  the  great  friend 
of  the  Indians,  to  see  to  their  interest;  in  1791  the 
honorable  William  Shepard;  and  on  the  recent  oc- 
casion Dr.  Trowbridge.  Mr.  C.  said  that  Massa- 
chusetts bad  no  interest  in  these  cases,  but  to  exer- 
cise, in  good  faith,  a parental  care  of  the  Indians. 
Whatever,  therefore,  might  be  the  fact  in  regard  to 
the  late  treaty  w ith  the  Senecas;  whether  honestly 
obtained  or  not,  (of  which  he  (Mr.  C.)  was  not  pre- 
pared to  judge,)  he  felt  sure  that  the  governor  of 
Massachusetts,  careful  as  he  had  always  been  of 
the  rights  of  the  Indians,  had  si  lech  d,  as  Ihe  agent 
of  the  State  on  this  occasion,  a gentleman,  whose 
character  for  integrity  and  personal  respectability 
gave  reasonable  assurance  tiial  the  honor  of  Massa- 
chusetts would  not  be  sacrificed  in  his  hands. 

Mr.  Wise  now  moved  a proviso  to  the  bill,  lo  the 
effect  that  no  part  of  the  money'  should  be  used  in 
removing  the  Cherokees  w est  of  ihe  Mississippi  till 
the  result  of  the  pending  negotiation  should  be  as- 
certained. 

But  tne  amendment  not  being  now  in  order,  he 
gave  notice  that  he  should  move  it  when  in  order. 

Mr.  Wise  went  at  length  into  a further  discussion 
ofthe  general  subject  ol  the  negotiation  of  the  treaty 
of  New  Echota,  speaking  w ith  great  severity  of  the 
mariner  in  which  it  had  been  effected,  and  especially 
on  the  conduct  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Schermerhorn  in 
that  matter.  lie  quoted  documents  in  support  of 
his  positions,  commenting  on  them  as  he  proceeded. 

F requent  explanations  were  interposed,  an  1 ques- 
tions put,  during  the  speech,  by  Messrs.  Dawson, 
Legare,  Graham,  Gruntland,  Towns,  and  Downing. 

Mr.  W.  had  not  concluded  when  he  yielded  the 
floor  to  a motion  to  adjourn,  which  was  made  by 
Mr.  McKennan  about  4 o’clock. 

Before  the  house  adjourned,  the  Chair  laid  before 
the  bouse  the  following  message  from  the  president 
of  the  United  States: 

I herewith  transmit  to  the  house  the  copy  ofa 
letter  addressr  d to  me  on  the  28th  ultimo,  by  the 
governor  of  Maine,  enclosing  several  resolves  of  the 
legislature  of  Ihe  slate,  and  claiming  reimbursement 
from  the  general  government  of  certain  moneys  paid 
to  Ebenezer  S.  Greely,  John  Baker,  and  others,  in 
compensation  for  losses  and  sufferings  experienced 
by'  them  respectively,  under  circumstances  more 
fully  explained  in  his  excellency’s  let  ter. 

In  the  absence  of  any  puthority  on  the  part  of  the 
executive  to  satisfy  these  claims,  they  are  now  sub- 
mitted to  congress  lor  consideration:  and  I deem  it 
proper  at  the  same  time,  with  reference  to  the  ob- 
servations contained  in  Governor  Kent’s  nole,  above 
mentioned,  fo  communicate  to  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives copies  of  other  papers  connected  with 
the  subject  of  the  northeastern  boundary  of  the 
United  States,  which,  wilh  the  documenls  already 
made  public,  will  show  the  actual  state  of  the  ne- 
gotiations with  Great  Britain  on  the  general  ques- 
tion. M.  Van  Buben. 

Washington,  May  19,  1838. 

[The  following  important  papers  are  among  those 
accompanying  the  above  message:] 

Department  of  State. 

Washington,  Jlpril  27,  1838. 

The  undersigned,  secretary  of  state  of  the  United 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER—  JUNE  2,  1838— CONGRESS. 


States,  has  the  honor,  by  the  direction  of  the  pre- 
sident, to  communicate  to  Mr.  Fox,  her  Britannic 
majesty’s  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  pleni- 
potentiary, the  result  of  the  application  of  the  gene- 
ral government  to  the  state  of  Maine  on  the  subject 
of  the  northeastern  boundary  line,  and  the  resolu- 
tion which  the  president  has  formed  upon  a carelul 
consideration  thereof.  By  the  accompanying  pa- 
pers,* received  from  the  executive  of  Maine,  Mr. 
Fox  will  perceive  that  Maine  declines  to  give  a 
consent  to  the  negotiation  for  a conventional  boun- 
dary; is  disinclined  to  the  reference  of  the  points 
in  dispute  to  a new  arbitration;  but  is  yet  firmly 
persuaded  that  the  line  described  in  the  treaty  of 
1783  can  be  found  and  traced  whenever  the  govern- 
ments of  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  shall 
proceed  to  make  the  requisite  investigations,  with 
a predisposition  toefi'ect  that  very  desirable  object. 
Confidently  relying,  as  the  president  does,  upon 
the  assurances  frequently  repeated  by  the  British 
government  of  the  parnpst  desire  to  reach  that  re- 
sult, if  it  is  practicable,  he  has  instructed  the  un- 
dersigned to  announce  to  Mr.  Fox  the  willingness 
ot  this  government  to  enter  in  an  arrangement  with 
Great  Biitain  tor  the  establishment  of  a joint  com- 
mission of  survey  and  exploration  upon  the  basis 
of  the  original  American  proposition,  and  the  modi- 
fications olfered  by  her  inaj. ’sty’s  government. 

Tne  secretary  of  state  is,  therefore,  authorized  to 
invite  Mr.  Fox  to  a conference  upon  the  subject  at 
as  early  a day  as  his  convenience  will  permit;  and 
the  undersigned  will  be  immediately  furnished  with 
a requisite  full  power,  by  the  president,  to  conclude 
a convention  embracing  that  object,  if  her  majesty’s 
minister  is  duly  empowered  to  proceed  to  the  ne- 
gotiation of  it  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion 
to  renew  to  Mr.  Fox  the  expression  of  his  distin- 
guished consideration. 

John  Forsyth. 

H.  S.  Fox,  esq.  c$-c.  <§-c.  §c. 

Washington,  May  1,  183S. 

Sir.  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  official  note  of  the  27th  ultimo,  in  which 
you  enclose  to  me  a communication  received  by  the 
leder.d  government  from  the  executive  of  Maine, 
upon  the  subject  of  the  northeastern  boundary  line;  ■ 
and  in  which  you  inform  me  that  the  president  is 
willing  to  enter  into  an  arrangement  with  her  ma- 
jesty’s government  for  the  establishment  of  a joint 
commission  ol  survey  and  exploration,  upon  the 
basis  of  the  original  American  proposition,  arid  of 
the  modifications  offered  by  her  majesty’s  govern- 
ment, as  communicated  to  you  in  my  note  of  the 
10th  of  January  last;  and  you  invite  me  to  a con- 
ference, for  the  purpose  of  negotiating  a convention 
that  shall  embrace  the  above  object,  if  I am  duly 
empowered  by  my  government  tu  proceed  to  such 
negotiation. 

I have  the  honor  to  state  to  you,  in  reply,  that 
my  actual  instructions  were  fulfilled  by  the  delivery 
of  the  communication  which  I addressed  to  you  on 
the  10th  of  January;  and  that  I am  not  at  present 
provided  with  full  powers  for  negotiating  the  pro- 
posed convention.  I will  f’orthw  ith,  however,  trans- 
mit to  her  majesty’s  government  the  note  which  I 
have  had  the  honor  to  receive  from  yon;  in  order 
that  such  fresh  instructions  may  be  furnished  to 
me,  or  such  other  steps  taken,  as  the  present  situa- 
tion ol  the  question  may  appear  to  her  majesty’s 
government  to  require.  I avail  myself  of  this  occa- 
sion to  renew  to  you  the  assurances  of  my  high  res- 
pect and  consideration. 

H.  S.  Fox. 

The  hon.  John  Forsyth,  fyc. 

Mr.  Evans  moved  the  postponement  of  the  con- 
sideration of  this  communication  to  Friday  next, 
and  that  it  be  printed.  Mr.  Cambreleng  hoped  they 
were  to  have  no  premature  debate  on  the  subject 
of  this  message.  These  motions  to  postpone  to  a 
day  certain  had  often  proved  gieat  interruptions  to 
the  public  business.  Mr.  Evans  observed  there 
were  other  sorts  ol  public  business  worthy  of  the 
attention  of  Congress  besides  appropriation  bills, 
whatever  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways 
and  m -ans  might  think;  but,  Mr.  E.  said,  no  in- 
terruption should  be  occasioned  byhiru.  Mr.  Cam- 
breleng  would  not  be  understood  to  say  that  the  sub- 
ject of  this  message  was  not  very  important  public 
business.  He  only  deprecated  having  a premature 
debate  under  a motion  to  postpone  to  a particular 
day.  Mr.  Cushing  protested  against  the  notion  that 
nothing  constituted  public  business  but  the  honora- 
ble gentleman’s  money  bills.  He  also  protested  no 
less  decidedly  against  gentlemen  being  prohibited 
from  choosing  their  own  time  for  their  ow  n motions, 
without  being  dictated  to  as  to  the  order  of  busi- 
ness. The  further  consideration  of  the  message 

* Vide  senate  doc.  No.  424,  2d  session,  25th  con- 
gress. 


was  then  postponed  to  Friday  next.  Mr.  Wise 
asked  that  the  amendment  he  had  proposed  to  offer 
to  the  Indian  appropriation  bill  might  be  printed; 
which  w as  ordered. 

And  then  the  house  adjourned. 

Thursday.  May  2-i.  After  a call  of  the  house,  (as 
stated  in  the  last  number,)  Mr.  Hoffman  rose,  and 
called  the  attention  of  the  house  to  the  fact  that  a 
very  exceptionable  document  had  been  ordered  to  be 
printed,  and  was  yesterday  laid  on  the  table.  He 
referred  to  a message  of  the  president  of  the  United 
States  enclosing  communications  from  the  secreta- 
ries of  state  and  the  treasury,  in  reply  to  a resolution 
of  inquiry,  adopted  on  the  30th  April,  1833,  calling 
for  information  as  to  the  extent  to  which  the  depor- 
tation of  foreign  paupers  to  this  country  had  been 
carried  on.  That  document  contained  two  extracts 
from  the  New  York  “Truth-Teller,”  in  which  there 
was  nothing  at  all  pertinent  to  the  subject  of  inquiry, 
but  which  consisted  of  anonymous  and  violent  de- 
nunciations of  the  mayor  and  city  council  of  the  city 
of  New  York.  Mr.  H.  said  he  could  not  believe  but 
that  the  transmission  of  this  document,  as  a reply  to 
the  resolution  of  April  30,  was  the  result  of  a mis- 
take. to  which  the  president  himself  could  have  been 
no  party.  The  documents  alluded  to  contained  gross 
personal  attacks  upon  individuals  of  character  and 
respectability  in  New  York,  and  Mr  II.  thought  that 
this  was  the  first  time  that  an  ephemeral  article  of 
this  kind,  from  the  public  press,  without  signature 
or  responsibility,  had  ever  been  embodied  in  a mes- 
sage to  that  house  from  the  executive,  and  that  house 
asked  to  stamp  it  with  their  sanction.  The  presi- 
dent, if  this  indeed  were  the  result  of  mistake,  should 
have  an  opportunity  of  correcting  it,  as  should  also 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  neither  of  whom,  Mr. 
II.  suggested,  could  have  purposely  transmitted  such 
documents  to  that  house.  If  it  was  intentional,  the 
person  actually  responsible  should  be  ascertained, 
and  held  up  to  (lie  reprehension  of  the  house  and 
tile  country. 

Mr.  H.  presumed  that  every  member  of  the  house 
had  read  this  message.  He  was  happy  to  say,  as  lie 
did,  with  pride  and  pleasure,  that  many  gentlemen 
of  that  house,  a?  well  as  those  in  favor  of  the  adminis- 
tration as  those  opposed  to  it,  had  expressed  them- 
selves in  terms  of  strong  disapprobation  with  regard 
to  that  document.  . He  gave  notice  that  it  was.  his 
intention  to  olFei  the  following  resolution  at  the  pro- 
per time,  or  something  like  it.  He  moved  that  the 
resolution  be  read  for  the  information  of  the  house: 

Resolved,  That  the  select  committee  to  which  was 
referred  “the  president’s  message,  together with  re- 
ports from  the  secretary  of  state  and  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury,  with  accompanying  papers,  in  answer 
to  the  resolution  of  the  house  of  the  30th  ultimo,  re- 
lating to  the  introduction  of  foreign  paupers  into  the 
United  States,”  be  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  two  papers  numbered  8 and  9,  an- 
nexed to  the  report  ol  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
and  that  the  same  be  returned  to  the  president. 

Mr.  Beatty  objected  to  the  reception  of  the  resolu- 
tion at  this  tune.  Mr.  Hoffman  moved  a suspension 
of  the  rules  to  enable  him  to  introduce  the  resolu- 
tion, and  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  or- 
dered. Mr.  Foster  hoped  that  this  subject  might  be 
postponed  until  to-morrow.  Mr.  Williams,  of  North 
Carolina,  demanded  the  reading  of  the  documents 
alluded  to.  Mr.  Hamer  asked  lor  the  reading  of  the 
resolution  of  inquiry,  under  which  this  information 
was  given.  Mr.  Curtis  said  that  it  was  recited  in 
the  message  in  question. 

The  clerk  then  read  the  resolution  of  the  30th 
April,  1833,  as  follows: 

“ Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  this  house  copies  of 
all  correspondence  and  communications  which  have 
passed  between  this  and  any  foreign  government, 
and  the  officers  or  agents  thereof,  relating  to  the  in- 
troduction of  foreign  paupers  into  the  United  States; 
also,  what  steps,  if  any,  have  been  taken  to  prevent 
the  introduction  of  such  paupers  into  the  United 
Slates:  provided  such  communications  are  not  in- 
compatible with  the  interest  of  the  United  Slates.” 

Mr.  Hoffman  proposed  that  the  documents  marked 
8 and  9 should  be  read,  omitting  the  preliminary  ones. 
Mr.  Curtis  was  desirous  that  No.  7 might  also  be 
read.  Mr.  Grant  called  for  the  reading  of  two  others 
of  the  documents  in  question. 

The  documents  were  then  read.  [They  shall  have 
a p ace  in  our  next  “ Register.”] 

Mr.  Bronson  (before  the  reading  was  concluded) 
moved  to  suspend  the  further  reading  of  these  docu- 
ments. but  the  house  refused  to  sustain  the  motion, 
and  the  reading  of  the  above  papers  was  concluded. 
The  reading  being  finished,  Mr.  Bronson  requested  I 
Mr.  Hoffman  to  withdiaw  his  motion  to  suspend  the 
rules,  lor  the  present;  but  Dir.  II  declined  to  do  so. 

The  question  upon  suspending  the  rules  was  then 
taken,  (requiring  two- thirds,)  and  was  decided  as 
follows: 


YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  H.  Allen, 
J.  W.  Allen,  Aycrigg,  Bell,  Bond,  Borden,  Bouldin, 
Briggs,  Win.  B.  Caluoun,  J.  Calhoon,  W.  B.  Camp- 
bell, Carter,  Chambers,  Cheatham,  Childs,  Coles, 
Connor,  Corwin,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Cushing,  Dawson, 
Davies,  Dennis,  Dunn,  Evans,  Everett,  Ewing.  R. 
Fletcher,  Fillmore,  R.  Garland,  Glascock,  J.  Gra- 
ham, Wm.  Graham,  Grantland,  Gl  ar  es,  Gray,  Gren- 
nell,  Griffin,  Hall,  Halsted,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hawes, 
Herod.  Hoffman,  Hopkins,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  J.  Jack- 
son,  H.  Johnson,  W.  C.  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  Kenne- 
dy, Lincoln,  Lyon,  Mallory,  Marvin,  S.  Mason, 
Maury,  May,  Maxwell,  McKeniian,  Menefee,  Mil- 
ligan, Mitchell,  M.  Morris,  C.  Morris,  Naylor, 
Noyes,  Patterson,  Pearce,  Peck,  Potts,  Pratt,  Ruri- 
den,  Randolph,  Reed,  Ridgway,  Robinson,  Ruinsev, 
Russell,  Sawyei,  Sergeant,  A.  II.  Shepperd,  C. 
Shepard,  Shields,  Slade,  Stanly,  Stone,  Stratton, 
Thompson,  Tiilingbast,  Toland,  Underwood,  Van- 
derveer,  Albert  S Wnite,  J.  White,  E.  Whittlesey, 
L.  Williams,  S.  Williams,  Wise,  Yorke — 111. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Andrews,  Atherton,  Beatty, 
Beirne,  Bicknell,  Boon,  Brodhead,  Bronson,  Cam- 
breleng, J.  Campbell,  Casey,  Cleveland,  Clowney, 
Cushman,  Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Farrington,  Isaac 
Fletcher,  Foster,  Fry',  Gallup,  Grant,  Haley,  Ham- 
mond, Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holt,  Howard,  liubley, 
Ingham,  J.  Johnson,  Keirn,  Kemble.  Klingeiisrnith, 
Leadbetter,  Lewis,  Logan,  Martin,  McKay,  R.  Mc- 
Clellan, A.  McClellan,  MiClure,  Montgomery, 
Moore,  Morgan,  Murray,  Noble,  Owens,  Palmer, 
Parinenter,  Pennybacker,  Petrikin,  Phelps,  Potter, 
Prentiss,  Reily,  Richardson,  Ru  es,  Sheffer,  Sheplor, 
Snyder,  Spencer,  Stuart,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus, 
Toucey,  Turney,  Wagener,  Webster,  J.  W.  Wil- 
liams, Worthington,  Yell — 75. 

So  the  rules  were  not  suspended,  and  Mr.  Hoff- 
man was  refused  the  leave  to  make  his  motion. 

Mr.  Thompson  said  that  this  was  a question  of 
privilege.  He  believed  that  these  documents  had 
been  sent  to  the  house  without  the  knowledge  of  the 
executive.  The  information  called  lor  was  specific, 
and  the  reply  to  the  call  was  a collection  of  infamous 
and  scurrilous  libels  from  one  of  the  common  sewrers 
of  parly  abuse.  Mr.  T.  suggested  to  the  Chair  to 
apply  to  tile  executive  to  know  if  this  document  was 
indeed  sent  to  that  house  by  his  order.  The  Chair 
reminded  Mr.  T.  that  his  remarks  were  not  in  older, 
no  proposition  being  before  the  house.  Mr.  Thomp- 
son then  asked  leave  oflhe  house  to  offer  the  follow- 
ing resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  inform  this  house  whether  document 
No.  9,  and  that  which  follows,  accompanying  his 
message  of  the  11th  of  May,  were  communicated  to 
this  house  by  his  direction.  This  being  objected  to, 
Mr.  Thompson  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  to  ena- 
ble him  to  offer  the  resolution  he  had  indicated  his 
intention  to  offer.  Lost. 

Reports  of  committees  were  then  received,  among 
them  was  the  following: 

By  Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  committee  on  the  judi- 
ciary, a bill  to  prevent  the  issuing  and  circulation  of 
the  bills,  notes,  and  other  securities  of  corporations 
created  hy  acts  of  congress  which  have  ex  died.” 

Mr.  Johnson,  ol  Virginia,  from  the  committee  of 
accounts,  moved  that  the  committee  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  resolution  of 
the  30th  of  April,  to  vest  in  the  house  the  appoint- 
ment of  librarian  to  the  house,  and  to  unite  the  office 
with  that  of  the  keeper  of  public  documents;  which 
motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  committee  on  invalid  pen- 
sions, reported  the  following  resoluti  n,  which  was 
agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  this  house  will,  on  Saturday  next, 
after  the  hour  of  12  o’clock,  proceed  to  the  conside- 
ration of  bills  which  have  been  or  shall  then  be  re- 
ported from  the  committee  on  invalid  pensions  and 
the  committee  on  revolutionary  pensions. 

Several  bills  from  the  senate,  some  with  and  some 
without  amendment,  being  referred  to  appropriate 
committees,  the  house,  upon  motion,  went  into  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  (Mr. 
Howard  in  the  chair,)  and  look  up  bill  No.  676,  lor 
the  suppression  of  Indian  hostilities.  Mr.  Bell’s 
amendment  was  immediately  under  consideration. 
Mr.  Harlan  gave  notice  of  an  amendment.  Mr. 
Wise  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  resumed  and 
concluded  his  remai  ks  on  that  part  of  the  bill  relating 
to  the  removal  oflhe  Ciierokees.  Mr.  Glascock  fol- 
lowed at  length,  on  the  other  side,  and  in  favor  of 
the  bill.  Messrs.  Downing,  and  Graham,  of  N.  0. 
spoke  on  'he  same  side,  and,  before  the  latter  finish- 
ed his  remarks,  the  committee,  on  motion  of  Mr.  J. 
L.  Williams,  rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

After  the  passage  ol  a seriate  bill  to  repeal  certain 
provisoes  in  the  act  imposing  duties  upon  impoits, 
and  the  first  and  second  reading  of  a bill  from  the 
senate  to  settle  the  title  of  certain  lands  in  Arkansas, 
the  house  took  up  the  Cumberland  road  bill,  (upon 
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amendment  thereto  by  the  senate.)  Mr.  Pope  moved 
that  the  house  concur  with  the  senate  in  its  amend- 
ment. Mr.  Ewing,  oflndiana,  objected  to  that  clause 
of  the  amendment  which  restricted  the  labor  on  the 
road  to  certain  points;  but,  at  the  instance  of  Mr. 
Pope,  of  Ky.,  and  other  members,  withdrew  his  ob- 
jection. He  stated  that  his  constituents  felt  aggriev- 
ed, and  had  petitioned  to  rescind  the  restriction  men- 
tioned, but  he  could  not  allow  himself,  as  intimated, 
to  endanger  the  bill,  and  would  therefore  not  insist 
on  the  change,  the  senate  being  constituted  as  it  is. 

Mr.  Campbell  moved  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means.  Motion  negatived — ayes 
50,  noes  80.  Mr.  Ellmore  moved  that  the  house 
adjourn.  Lost.  Mr  Campbell  moved  to  lay  the  bill 
and  amendments  on  the  table.  A motion  was  made 
that  the  house  adjourn,  and  lost.  The  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  motion  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table  w’ere  or- 
dered, and  the  house  negatived  the  motion  by  the 
following  vote — yeas  69,  nays  S4.  A motion  was 
then  made  to  adjourn.  Lost. 

Tiie  house  then  concurred  in  the  amendment  of 
the  senate,  without  a division;  and  then  the  house 
adjourned. 

Friday,  May  25.  The  Chair  laid  before  the  house 
the  following  message  from  the  president  oi  the 
United  States: 

To  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United  Stales: 

I herewith  submit  a report  from  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury,  explanatory  of  the  manner  in  which 
extracts  from  certain  newspapers  relating  to  the  in- 
troduction of  foreign  paupers  in  this  country,  and 
the  steps  taken  to  prevent  it,  became  connected 
with  his  communication  to  me  on  that  subject,  ac- 
companying my  message  of  the  11th. 

Sensible  "that  those  extracts  are  of  a character 
which  would,  if  attention  had  been  directed  to 
them,  have  prevented  their  transmission  to  the 
house,  I request  permission  to  withdraw  them. 

M.  Van  Buken. 

May  24,  1838. 

Treasury  Department,  May  24,  1S38. 

Sir:  My  attention  has  just  been  called  to  two  ex- 
tracts from  one  of  the  presses  in  New  York  city, 
relating  to  the  introduction  of  foreign  paupers,  and 
submitted  to  the  house  of  representatives  with  your 
message  of  the  11th  inst.  This  department  has 
been  engaged  in  collecting  information  on  that  sub- 
ject during  the  last  two  years,  and,  while  so  em- 
ployed, the  local  difficulties,  in  some  of  the  princi- 
pal seaports,  caused  by  attempts  to  prevent  the  in- 
troduction of  such  paupers,  became  a topic  of  fre- 
quent communication  to  it — sometimes  by  writing 
and  printed  statements,  and  sometimes  in  person  by 
municipal  officers. 

Among  other  communications  concerning  it  some 
were  made,  in  the  course  of  the  last  summer,  by  a 
part  of  the  commissioners  of  health  for  the  city  of 
New  York  in  a visit  to  the  department,  and  others 
were  made  by  some  person  feeling  an  interest  in  the 
question,  by  forwarding  the  extracts  before  men- 
tioned, as  containing  matter  pertinent  to  the  sub- 
ject. 

Without  a critical  examination,  they  were  placed 
on  file  with  the  clerk  having  particular  charge  of 
that  business;  and,  when  the  papers  in  this  de- 
partment, concerning  the  introduction  of  foreign 
paupers,  and,  “also,  what  steps,  if  any,  had  been 
taken  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  such  paupers 
into  the  United  States,”  were  collected  for  you,  in 
the  preparation  of  a reply  to  the  call  of  the  house, 
these  extracts  were  submitted  in  connection  with 
other  matter  bearing  on  those  inquiries. 

This  was  done,  in  the  pressure  of  business,  with- 
out noticing  the  circumstances  that  in  those  ex- 
tracts certain  remarks  and  strictures  of  a personal 
character  appear  to  be  mingled,  concerning  the 
correctness  of  which  the  department  of  course 
knows  nothing — -which  it  could  not  desire  to  aid  in 
republishing — and  which,  had  they  been  observed 
at  the  time,  would  not  have  been  communicated. 

Respectfully7,  yours, 

Levi  Woobury, 
Secretary  of  the  treasury. 
To  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Russell  observed  that  his  colleague  (Mr 
Hoffman)  was  not  now  in  his  seat,  but  Mr.  R.  had 
prepared  certain  modifications  of  the  resolution 
yesterday  offered  by  that  gentleman,  and  he  wished 
the  resolution  moved  by'  him  to  be  now  taken  up 
and  considered,  that  the  president  and  secretary 
might  have  an  opportunity  to  set  themselves  right 
before  the  house  and  the  country. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  said,  after  what  the  house  had 
now7  heard,  all  that  was  necessary  was  a simple  mo- 
tion that  the  president’s  request  be  complied  with, 
and  that  he  have  leave  to  withdraw  the  papers  re- 
ferred to  in  the  message;  for  which  end  he  moved 
the  following  resolution: 


“That  the  committee  to  which  the  papers  alluded 
“to  in  the  said  message  have  been  referred,  be  dis- 
“charged  from  the  consideration  thereof,  and  that 
“they  be  withdrawn  from  the  files,  and  leturned  to 
“the  president.” 

Mr.  Whittlesey,  of  Ohio,  thought  that  the  course 
suggested  by  Mr.  Cambreleng  was  the  proper  one. 
It  was  evidently  through  mistake  that  the  papers 
had  been  sent.  Mr.  Dromgoole  thought  that  the 
correct  parliamentary  course  would  be  to  discharge 
the  committee  from  the  further  consideration  of 
those  documents.' 

Mr.  Everett  called  for  the  reading  again  of  the 
message  and  its  enclosure;  and  they  were  read  ac- 
cordingly'. Mr.  McKennan  moved  that,  as  the  gen- 
tleman lrom  New  York,  (Mr.  Hoffman,)  who  in- 
troduced this  subject  to  the  notice  of  the  house, 
was  not  in  his  seat,  the  consideration  of  the  mes- 
sage be  postponed  until,  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Mams  preferred  that  the  message  and  docu- 
ments should  be  laid  on  the  table  until  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  appeared  in  his  seat.  After 
the  explanation  which  had  been  given,  he  presumed 
there  would  be  no  disposition  on  the  part  of  any 
member  to  impute  blame  to  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury.  Still,  the  fact  itself  was  an  important 
event  in  the  relations  ol  this  house  with  the  execu- 
tive department,  and  the  course  ol  the  house  in  re- 
gard to  it  should  be  deliberate  and  determined.  The 
occurrence  which  had  led  to  the  conversation  was, 
no  doubt,  unintentional  on  the  part  both  ol  the 
president  ar.d  the  secretary.  But,  if  it  had  been 
intentional,  he  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  it 
would  have  been  one  of  the  grossest  violations  of 
the  privileges  of  the  house,  that  ever  had  been  com- 
mitted by  a presidend  of  the  United  States.  It  was 
evident,  however,  that  the  thing  had  happened 
without  any'  such  intention.  Mr.  A.  would  not 
apply  any  severity  of  principle  to  the  intercourse 
between  the  house  and  the  Executive.  But  the 
event  itself  was  by  no  means  indifferent  or  of  small 
consequence.  These  offensive  papers  would  go  to 
the  world,  and  would  have  as  injurious  an  effect 
against  the  individuals  concerned,  the  mayor  of  the 
city  of  New  York  and  distinguished  members  of  the 
corporation  of  that  city,  as  if  they  had  been  com- 
municated purposely.  He  should  prefer  that  the 
consideration  of  the  subject  be  deferred  until  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  should  be  in  his  seat: 
but  it  ought  not  to  be  put  off  till  to-morrowT,  nor 
for  a day,  or  a minute  after  that  time.  It  was  a 
question  of  privilege,  and  of  the  very  highest  or- 
der. He  hoped  it  w'ould  be  acted  upon  this  day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKennan,  the  consideration 
of  the  resolution  was  postponed  until  after  the  com- 
mittees should  have  reported. 

Reports  were  then  received.  Among  them  was 
the  bill  from  the  committee  on  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, received  from  the  senate  for  extending  the 
charters  ef  the  banks  in  said  District. 

Mr.  B.  pressed  for  an  immediate  consideration 
ofthe  bill.  He  said  he  was  persuaded  that  it  grant- 
ed to  the  banks  as  good  terms  as  they  could  ob- 
tain from  either  house.  He  considered  the  terms, 
indeed,  as  very  hard  ones;  harder,  probably,  than 
any  banks  overbad  to  submit  to  from  a state  legisla- 
ture. But,  at  present,  both  the  banks  and  the  citi- 
zens were  in  a state  of  painful  suspense;  and  did 
not  know  what  to  do;  and  it  would  be  a relief  to 
them  to  have  the  bill  immediately  acted  upon. 

Mr.  Petrilcin  moved  to  postpone  the  considera- 
tion ofthe  bill  to  Monday  week.  He  remonstrated 
warmly  (though  almost  inaudibly  to  our  reporter, 
from  the  noise  in  the  house)  against  the  bill,  and 
against  having  it  crammed  down  the  throats  of  gen- 
tlemen w ithout  time  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Bouldin  reminded  the  gentleman  and  the 
house  that  the  charters  of  the  banks  would  expire 
on  the  4th  of  July  next.  If  the  bill  was  not  acted 
on  speedily',  it  would  be  too  late  to  act  upon  it  to 
any  useful  purpose. 

Mr.  Thomas  said,  on  account  of  the  deep  interest 
his  own  constituents  had  in  this  bill,  he  must  say 
a few  words  in  regard  to  it.  It  was  very  true  that 
the  charters  of  these  banks  would  expire  on  the 
4th  of  Julv  next.  It  must  be  plain  to  every  gen- 
tleman that  the  house  could  not,  at  this  time,  take 
up  the  general  subject  of  banking,  or  discuss  the 
question  of  chartering  these  District  banks  for  fif- 
teen or  twenty  years.  He  was  glad  to  learn  that 
the  banks  were  willing  to  accept  the  charters  ex- 
tended to  them  in  this  bill,  which  did  but  prolong 
their  corporate  existence  for  two  years,  arid  that  on 
terms  advantageous  to  all.  The  effect  of  the  bill 
would  be  to  distinguish  between  the  sound  arid  the 
unsound  banks  in  the  District;  so  that,  before  con- 
gress shall  meet  the  next  time,  it  would  be  fully  as- 
certained which  banks  were,  and  w'hich  were  not 
worthy  of  public  confidence.  The  passing  of  the 
bill  would  be  the  very  best  mode  of  settling  that 
point.  He  hoped  gentlemen  on  all  sides  would  con- 


sent to  act  on  the  bill  at  once,  and  that  it  would 
pass  in  its  present  shape. 

Mr.  Mercer  added  the  expression  of  his  wish  that 
the  bill  should  be  acted  on  now.  His  own  consti- 
tuents were  deeply  interested  in  its  fate.  The  terms 
granted  by  it  to  the  banks  were  very  hard;  so  hard, 
that  if  there  were  time  for  the  discussion  he  should 
make  an  effort  to  mitigate  their  severity:' but  as 
this  might  endanger  the  bill  he  would  not  press  it. 
He  considered  this  as  peculiarly  an  unfit  time  to 
enter  into  a general  debate  on  the  subject  of  bank- 
ing: it  could  scarce  avoid  being  tinctured  more  or 
less  by  party  spirit.  He  trusted  that  the  bill,  there- 
fore, such  as  it  was,  would  be  acted  on  without  de- 
lay. 

Mr.  Jenifer  said  it  was  important  to  all  parties 
interesfed  that  some  speedy  action  should  be  had 
upon  the  bill  just  reported,  as  the  charters  of  all 
those  banks  would  expire  by  limitation  on  the  4th 
July  next.  He  agreed  with  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  (Mr.  Mercer,)  that  the  provisions  of  the 
bill  might  operate  with  considerable  prejudice,  not 
only  to  the  institutions,  but  to  all  who  were  in  any 
manner  concerned  in  the  circulation  of  the  notes  of 
the  District  banks.  There  were  three  conditions 
contained  in  the  bill  as  it  came  from  the  senate,  and 
which  has  been  reported  by  the  committee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  without  amendment,  one  of 
which,  if  adopted,  might  press  heavily  upon  those 
institutions,  without  any  benefit  whatever  to  the 
community.  The  billjproposes  to  extend  the  char- 
ters of  those  banks  for  two  years  after  the  expira- 
tion of  their  present  term,  upon  condition- — 

1st.'  That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act, 
they  shall  cease  to  pay  out  any  note  under  the  de- 
nomination of  five  dollars! 

2d.  That  after  the  1st  day  of  August  next,  all 
notes  of  five  dollars  shall  be  paid  in  specie;  and 

3d.  That  after  the  first  January  next,  specie 
payments  shall  be  made  in  full  for  all  their  notes, 
and  sooner,  if  the  principal  banks  of  Baltimore  and 
Richmond  should  pay  specie  for  their  notes. 

Mr.  J.  said  it  was  to  the  second  condition  to 
which  he  had  objection.  The  banks  of  Maryland 
and  Virginia  do  not  pay  specie  for  their  notes  of  any 
denomination;  and  what  will  be  the  consequence 
ofthe  District  banksresuming?  Certainly,  if  there 
continues  to  be  a demand  for  specie,  no  matter  how 
low  the  premium  the  five-dollar  notes  of  the  District 
may  be  at,  the  banks  will  be  called  on  to  redeem 
them  in  specie.  The  result  will  be,  that  the  banks 
will  be  compelled  not  to  issue  any  notes  of  five  dol- 
lars of  their  own,  and  those  of  Maryland  and  Vir- 
ginia of  that  denomination  will  be  substituted  for 
them.  All  the  notes  now  in  circulation,  arid  there 
is  a considerable  amount  of  five-dollar  notes  out, 
will  speedily  find  their  way  back  to  the  banks  from 
which  they  were  issued.  And  should  those  banks 
refuse,  as  they  w ill,  no  doubt,  to  reissue  them,  a 
clamor  will  be  raised  against  them  for  not  furnish- 
ing a specie  circulating  medium.  If  the  banks 
throughout  the  country,  or  those  of  Baltimore  and 
Richmond,  paid  specie  for  their  five-dollar  notes, 
then  the  condition  would  be  a salutary  one.  But 
the  effect  inevitably  will  be  to  withdraw  (torn  cir- 
culation all  the  five  dollar  notes  ofthe  banks  ofthe 
District  of  Columbia  until  the  first  of  January, 
when  a general  resumption  of  specie  payments  is 
contemplated,  and  a substitution  in  their  place  of 
similar  notes  of  banks  of  surrounding  states,  over 
which  congress  has  no  control. 

Let  it  not,  the^r;  be  said  hereafter,  to  their  preju- 
dice, should  application  be  made  for  a renewal  or 
modification  ol  the  charters  of  those  banks,  that 
they  refused  to  issue  five-dollar  notes  lor  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  surrounding  community'.,  when 
you  will,  by'  y our  own  act,  have  driven  them  out  of 
circulation. 

Mr.  J.  said  lie  apprehended  that  his  colleague 
(Mr. Thomas)  was  mistaken  when  he  said  the  bill 
was  acceptable  to  those  interested.  The  directors 
of  those  institutions,  it  is  true,  may  be  compelled  to 
accept  the  terms  proposed  by  this  bill,  more  parti- 
cularly as  a refusal  to  do  so  would,  after  the  4th  of 
July  next,  forfeit  their  charters. 

Another  objection  to  the  bill  is,  that  it  leaves 
them  no  option,  and,  therefore,  they  must  accept 
whatever  terms  you  choose  to  impose,  or  their  char- 
ters will  be  forfeited.  Mr.  J.  said  at  a proper  time 
he  intended  to  move  an  amendment  providing  time 
to  enable  those  banks  to  wind  np  and  close  their 
concerns,  should  they  deem  it  inexpedient  to  ac- 
cept a continuation  of  their  charters  upon  the  terms 
proposed  by  the  bill.  He  should  also  move  to  strike 
out  the  second  condition,  believing  it  to  be  more 
oppressive  than  the  conditions  imposed  upon  any 
of  the  banks  by  the  states.  He  did  not  consider  it 
expedient  or  prudent  at  the  present  time  to  deal 
more  rigidly  with  the  banks  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia than  had  been  exercised  by  the  states  of 
Virginia  and  Maryland  towards  their  institutions. 
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Mr.  Petrikin  again  look  Hie  floor  against  the  bill, 
remonstrating,  with  some  warmth,  against  the  idea 
that  the  house  was  to  be  governed  in  its  legislation 
by  the  wishes  or  the  banks.  Were  banks  to  dic- 
tate to  congress  what  laws  they  should  enact?  It 
was  an  insult  to  the  house.  This  dictation  was  the 
work  of  bank  officers  and  bank  directors,  not  of  the 
stockholuers.  The  poor  stockholders  were  mere 
machines,  ciphers,  to  be  used  lor  the  benefit  and  at 
the  pleasure  of  the  bank  boards.  He  denounced 
the  bill  as  a fraud  on  the  community,  professed  warm 
interest  for  the  welfare  of  the  people  of  the  Dis- 
trict, and  challenged  an  investigation  of  the  alfairs 
of  the  banks.  He  complained  that  all  the  measures 
of  the  District  committee  were,  in  this  way,  forced 
down  the  throats  of  members.  He  insisted  that  on 
the  very  face  of  the  bill  it  was  an  imposition  on  the 
people:  it  left  an  open  question  as  to  which  were 
the  most  respectable  banks  of  Baltimore  and  Rich- 
mond. Who  was  to  settle  this  point?  was  it  the 
courts  of  justice,  or  these  bank  themselves? 

Mr.  Bouldin  moved  the  previous  question.  Mr. 
Adams  said  he  wished  to  otter  an  amendment  to  the 
bill,  and  hoped  the  motion  for  the  previous  question 
would  be  withdrawn.  He  was  in  favor  of  the  bill, 
and  desirous  that  it  should  pass  without  delay,  but 
desired  opportunity  to  propose  an  amendment.  Mr. 
Bouldin  declined  to  withdraw  his  motion,  as  he  was 
convinced  no  better  terms  could  be  obtained,  and 
amendments  would  only  risk  the  bill.  The  call 
for  the  previous  question  was  seconded — Ayes  74, 
noes  60. 

Mr.  Dromgoole  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  but 
the  house  refused  to  order  them.  The  previous 
question  was  then  put,  and  carried.  The  main 
question,  on  ordering  the  bill  to  its  third  reading, 
was  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs!  H.  Allen,  J.  W.  Allen,  Ander- 
son, Andrews,  Banks,  Beatty,  Beirne,  Bell,  Bick- 
liell,  Birdsall,  Bond,  Boon,  Borden,  Bouldin,  Briggs, 
Bronson,  J.  Campbell,  W.  B.  Carter,  Cheatham, 
Clark,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Craig,  Crary,  Crockett, 
Dawson,  Davies,  DeGraff,  Dennis,  Duncan,  Dunn, 
Edwards,  Evans,  Everett,  Ewing,  Farrington,  R. 
Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Foster.  Fry,  J.  Garland,  R. 
Garland,  Glascock,  J.  -Graham,  Wm.  Graham, 
Grantland,  Grant,  Graves,  Gray,  Grennell,  Haley, 
Hall,  Hammond,  Hamer,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hastings, 
Henry,  Herod,  Howard,  Hubley,  Ingham,  T.  B. 
Jackson,  II.  Johnson,  J.  Johnson,  Kemble,  Kilgore, 
Klingensinith,  Logan,  Mallory,  Marvin,  Samson 
Mason,  Maury,  Maxwell,  R.  McClellan,  McClure, 
McKennan,  Menefee.  Mercer.  Morgan,  M.  Morris, 
C.  Morris,  Murray,  Naylor,  Noble,  Noyes,  Palmer, 
Parmenter,  Pearce,  Pennybacker,  Phelps,  Pickens, 
Potts,  Pientiss,  Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed,  Reily, 
Rancher,  Rhett,  llidgwav.  Rives,  Robinson,  Rtim- 
sey,  Russell,  Shetfer,  A.  H.  Sheppard,  C.  Shepard, 
Shields,  Slade,  Southgate,  Spencer,  Stanly,  Stuart, 
Stone,  Stralton,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Til- 
linghast,  Toucey,  Vail,  Vanderveer,  Wagener, 
Weeks,  Albert  S.  White,  J.  White,  E.  Whittlesey, 
T.  T.  Whitllesey,  L.  Williams,  S.  Williams,  Wise, 
Wort  hington — 133. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Ayctigg, 
Wm.  B.  Calhoun,  Cambreleng,  Casey,  Connor, 
Cushing,  Cushman,  Davee.  Dromgoole,  Fairfield, 
Goode,  Halsted, Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holt,  Hopkins, 
R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  Jenifer,  Keim,  Leadbetter, 
Loomis,  McKay,  A.  McClellan,  Montgomery, 
Owen3,  Patterson,  Peck,  Petrikin,  Potter,  Robert- 
son, Sheplor,  Snyder,  Poland,  Turney,  Underwood, 
Webster,  Jared  W.  Williams,  Yell — 41. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a third  reading. 

When  the  question  as  to  the  time  of  the  third 
reading  was  put,  Mr.  Petrikin  moved  Monday  week; 
but  the  house  refused  that  motion,  as  well  as  ano- 
ther for  Monday  and  another  for  to-morrow;  and 
ordered  the  bill  to  have  its  third  reading  at  this 
time. 

The  bill  was  accordingly  read  a third  time;  and 
the  question  being,  shall  the  bill  pass? 

Air.  Adams  moved  that  the  bill  be  recommitted, 
with  instructions  to  report,  as  a fourth  condition  of 
the  charter,  that  the  banks  shall  make  no  dividends 
during  a suspension  of  specie  payments.  On  this 
motion  he  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were 
erdered. 

Mr.  Fillmore  inquired  whether  the  bill  contained 
any  clause  requiring  an  acceptance  of  the  charter 
on  the  part  of  the  banks?  This  he  considered  was 
necessary,  in  order  that,  if  the  banks  failed  to  com- 
ply with  the  conditions  of  their  charters,  the  holders 
of  their  uotes  might  have  a hold  upon  them  for 
their  money.  Such  was  the  practice  in  New  York. 

Mr.  Bouldin  said  he  had  not  the  smallest  objec- 
tion to  both  the  amendments,  but  he  was  opposed 
to  the  recommitment  as  likely  to  be  fatal  to  the  bill. 
He  was  not,  himself  an  advocate  of  all  the  clauses 
of  the  bill;  some  of  them  he  thought  very  hard  ones; 
and  he  was  not  for  breaking  the  bones  of  the  people 


of  this  District  because  they  could  call  him  to  no 
reckoning.  But  he  had  diligently  informed  himself 
of  the  probable  effect  of  this  sending  the  biil  back 
to  the  senate,  and  also  of  what  were  the  wishes  of 
the  people  of  the  District,  not  only  the  stockholders 
of  these  banks,  but  the  people  of  the  District  ge- 
nerally, and  the  result  was  that  he  must  refuse  his 
assent  to  the  commitment  of  the  bill. 

[Here  the  morning  hour  expired.] 

Mr.  B.  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  to  consider 
this  bill. 

Mr.  Adams  reminded  him  that  (he  existence  of 
the  globe  did  not  depend  on  the  passage  of  this  bill; 
it  could  lie  over  lill  to-morrow,  without  an}’  general 
calamity  or  catastrophe. 

The  motion  for  suspension  of  the  rules  was  re- 
jected. So  the  subject  lies  over  till  to-morrow’. 

The  subject  of  the  president’s  message,  received 
to  day,  now  again  came  up  in  order,  and  an  inter- 
esting debate  ensued;  of  which  we  shall  present  a 
report  in  the  next  “Register.”  At  present  we 
can  only  state  that  Mr.  Hoffman  addressed  the  house, 
expressing  his  gratification  that  the  president  had 
fully  exonerated  himself  from  all  blame  in  this  af- 
fair; he  did  not  seem  much  inclined  to  acquit  the 
secretary  for  having  such  a document  placed  on  file 
and  sending  it  through  the  president  to  the  house 
without  examination.  Mr.  Dromgoole  thought  the 
committee  ought  first  to  be  discharged  from  the 
consideration  of  these  documents  before  any  ques- 
tion was  made  as  to  returning  them  to  the  presi- 
dent. Mr.  Whittlesey  inquired  whether,  if  the  re- 
solution of  Mr.  Hoffman  passed,  Ihe  obnoxious  do- 
cuments would  remain  on  the  files  of  the  house, 
and  be  bound  up  with  the  documents  of  the  house? 
The  Chair  thought  they  would  not.  He  was  told 
by  the  clerk  that  the  message  and  documents  would 
be  reprinted,  omitting  these.  Mr.  Atherton  spoke 
in  defence  of  the  secretary.  Mr.  Briggs  replied, 
and  expressed  strong  disapprobation  of  the  placing 
such  documents  on  file  at  all.  Mr.  Cushman 
asked  Mr.  Russell,  whether  he  did  not  know  that 
such  documents  were  in  the  department  when  he 
offered  the  original  call  for  the  papers  ori  the  sub- 
ject of  paupers?  Mr.  Russell  denied  all  knowledge 
of  it. 

Mr.  Cushman  made  a short  speech  in  defence  of 
the  secretary.  Mr.  Hoffman  replied,  warmly  com- 
plaining that  documents  so  injurious  to  his  consti- 
tuents should  be  placed  in  the  archives  of  the  go- 
vernment, and  sent  to  the  house  of  representatives. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  of  Massachusetts,  inquired  whether 
these  documents  had  been  furnished  by  the  depart- 
ment in  a written  form,  and  duly  certified,  or  in  a 
printed  form,  and  without  certification? 

Mr.  Russell  produced  the  originals  as  sent  to  the 
committee,  consisting  of  portions  cut  out  from  a New' 
York  paper  called  the  “Truth  Teller.”  Mr.  Cal- 
houn expressed  strong  regret  at  such  a mode  of  re- 
sponding to  a call  from  congress.  Mr.  Menefee 
addressed  the  house;  and,  in  the  course  of  his  speech, 
referred  to  the  doclrine  maintained  by  president 
Jackson,  at  the  time  of  the  removal  of  the  deposites, 
respecting  the  irresponsibility  of  subordinate  offi- 
cers, and  the  responsibility  of  their  superior  for  their 
acts;,  which  he  applied  as  an  argumentum  ad  homi- 
nem , though  he  reprobated  it  himself  as  abominable. 

Mr.  Sibley  proposed,  as  fhe  subject  of  the  abuse 
of  the  character  of  citizens  in  public  documents  was 
under  consideration,  that  the  president  have  leave 
also  to  withdraw  that  portion  of  his  annual  message 
in  which  he  imputed  to  the  people  of  the  stale  of 
New  York  the  bartering  of  their  elective  franchise 
for  the  favor  of  banking  institutions,  &c. 

Mr.  S.  was  repeatedly  checked  by  the  Chair,  and 
called  to  order  by  members  as  discussing  a sub  e -t 
not  connected  with  the  resolution  before  the  hoi  s ■. 
He  then  said  that  he  should  avail  himself  of  a future 
opportunity  to  bring  this  subject  up. 

Mr.  Crary  ended  the  debate  by  moving'fhe  pre- 
vious question:  but  withdrew  it  at  the  request  of 
Mr.  Reed,  who  asked  whether  the  clerk  could  with- 
draw a document  which  had  been  printed  by  order 
of  the  house?  He  thought  not.  Besides,  ii'  these 
documents  should  be  withdrawn  from  our  files,  the 
message  of  this  morning  would  be  unintelligible  for 
want  of  the  documents  to  which  it  related.  The  call 
for  the  previous  question  was  sustained:  Ayes  102. 
The  previous  question  was  put  and  carried.  And 
the  resolution  of  Mr.  Cambreleng,  as  given  above, 
W’as  then  agreed  to  without  division.  Mr.  Cambre- 
leng moved  that  the  message  of  the  piesident  and 
the  accompanving  documents  be  laid  on  the  table, 
and  printed.  Mr.  Harlan  demanded  ja  division  of 
the  question;  audit  was  first  put  on  laying  the  mes- 
sage on  the  table,  and  carried.  The  question  then 
recurring  on  the  printing,  Mr.  Harlan  stated,  in  re- 
ply to  Mr.  Atherton’s  apology  for  the  secretary,  that 
ihe  printed  scraps  from  newspapers  which  had  been 
produced  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr. 
Russell)  had  on  their  margin,  in  the  handwriting  of 


Mr.  Woodbury,  a memorandum  directing  the  clerk 
that  they  should  be  filed  among  the  papers  in  rela- 
tion to  paupers.  After  a few  words  from  Mr.  Crary, 
Ihe  question  was  carried,  and  the  printing  ordered. 

The  hour  then  passed  to  the  consideration  of  pri- 
vate bills,  of  which  a large  number  were  disposed  of. 
And  then  the  house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  May  26.  Mr.  Everett,  from  the  com- 
mittee on  Indian  affairs,  reported  a bill  to  provide  for 
running  the  boundary  lines  of  lands  assigned  to  In- 
dian tribes  west  of  the  Mississippi,  and  lor  surveying 
portions  thereof  to  be  held  in  severalty. 

Mr.  Mathias  Morris,  from  (lie  committee  of  ex- 
penditures in  the  department  of  state,  made  a report 
at  length  in  relation  thereto. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  Ohio,  resumed  and  concluded  his 
remarks  upon  the  proposition  to  print  extra  copies  of 
Ihe  reports,  evidence,  and  journal  of  the  duelling 
investigation  committee. 

Mr.  Potter  made  a few  remarks,  in  reply,  and  sus- 
pended his  remarks  when  the  morning  hour  elapsed, 
and  the  house  passed  to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  the  house  went  into 
committee  of  the  whole,  (Mr.  McKennan  in  the 
chair, ) and  took  up  the  pension  bill  calendar;  and, 
having  considered  them  severally,  a large  number 
were  reported  to  the  house,  as  having  passed  in  com- 
mittee without  amendment.  They  also  reported 
several  bills  with  amendments,  and  asked  leave  to 
sit  again  on  others,  in  which  they  reported  progress, 
which  was  granted. 

It  was  then  proposed  to  fake  the  question  on  en- 
grossing the  bills,  whose  titles  are  above  given,  en 
masse. 

The  chairman  of  the  committee  on  revolutionary 
and  invalid  pensions  having  stated  that  each  of  the 
bills  had  been  acted  on  separately  in  committee,  this 
course  was  adopted,  and  the  above  recited  bills  were 
severally  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a third 
time  this  day. 

A number  of  bills,  amended  by  the  committee, 
were  next  taken  up  and  ordered  to  a third  reading. 
Several  bills,  (giving  room  to  debate)  were  laid  aside 
in  committee,  and  leave  granted  to  sit  again  thereon. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  capt.  James  Hunter, 
which  had  been  postponed  in  the  early  part  of  the 
day,  was  then  taken  up  for  consideration,  and  after 
debate,  read  a third  time,  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  finally  passed. 

Mr.  Taylor  moved  that  the  house  go  again  into 
committee  of  the  whole  on  those  bills  upon  which 
progress  had  already  been  made,  and  on  which  leave 
had  been  granted  to  sit  again.  The  motion  prevailed, 
and  Mr.  McKennan  resumed  the  chair;  and  the  com- 
mittee first  took  up  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin 
Gannett.  [This  bill  presents  a curious  case.  The 
claimant  is  represented  as  the  surviving  husband  of 
Deborah  Gannett,  to  whom  he  was  lawfully  married 
on  the  7th  day  of  April,  17S4;  that  she  died  on  the 
29th  of  April,  1 327.  In  the  early  part  of  her  life  the 
said  Deborah  enlisted  as  a soldier  in  the  army  of  the 
revolution,  under  the  assumed  name  of  Robert 
Shnrtleff,  where  she  faithfully  served  her  country 
three  year,  and  was  honorably  discharged  in  Novem- 
ber, 1733.  On  account  of  a wound  received  in  the 
service,  she  received  a pension  as  an  invalid  until 
the  passage  of  the  act  of  1818,  and  received  a full 
pension  under  the  act  until  her  disease.  The  effects 
of  the  wound  which  she  received  followed  her 
through  life,  and  probably  hastened  her  death.  The 
petitioner  is  represented  to  be  eighty-three  years  of 
age,  infirm  in  health,  and  in  indigent  circumstances. 
He  had  two  daughters' dependent  on  charity  for  sup- 
port. He  asks  that  he  may  receive  the  amount 
of  the  pension  of  his  wife  from  the  time  of  her  de- 
cease, and  that  it  may  be  continued  to  him  until  his 
death.  The  claim  is  sustained  bv  good  evidence, 
and  Mr.  Hastings  represented  that  the  claimant  is 
now  dead,  and  moved  an  amendment,  whereby  the 
children  ol  the  claimant  may  receive  the  pension.] 

The  amendment  was  adopted  in  committee,  and 
the  bill  ordered  to  be  reported. 

A bill  for  the  relief  of  Josiah  Strong  and  Samuel 
Reinich,  and  a bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Bailey, 
were,  after  some  discussion,  ordered  to  be  reported 
to  the  house. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Pamela  Brown,  widow 
of  the  late  major  general  Brown,  and  granting  her 
five  years’  half-pay  of  a major  general,  nnde'r  the 
law'  of  congress  allowing  such  pay  to  the  widow  of 
a major  general  wounded  fatally  in  battle,  came  up 
for  consideration. 

Mr.  McKay  suggested  that  a former  relief  granted 
by  congress  had  been  taken  in  lieu  of  the  claim  to 
half-pay.  Mr.  Bronson  considered  that  relief  but  in 
the  light  of  a gratuity,  just  after  the  death  of  general 
Brown.  It  ought  not  to  be  deducted,  as  sugo-ested 
by  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina.  Mr.  Adams 
hoped  such  a proposition  would  not  be  pressed.  He 
could  not  believe  that  that  house  would  deduct  from 
the  half-pay  justly  due  to  the  widow  of  the  gallant 
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Brown,  whoso  life  was  shortened  by  wounds  re- 
ceived in  the  service  of  his  country,  what  was  but  a 
gratuitous  relief  offered  at  the  time  o(  Ids  death.— 
H • knew  general  Brown  well,  and  could  bear  cheer- 
ful testimony  to  the  merit  of  his  private  as  well  as 
his  public  character.  He  hoped  this  suggestion  ot 
Mr.  McKay  would  not  b'  pressed  by  that  gentle- 
man. Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  thought 
with  Mr.  Adams,  that  the  gratuity  alluded  to  ought 
not  to  be  deducted,  if  the  claim  were  well  founded. 
He  could  not  believe  that  it  was,  and  should  vote 
against  the  bill.  Mr.  Williams,  of  Kentucky,  mo- 
ved to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause,  and  opposed 
the  bill  at  some  length,  upon  the  ground  that  this 
claim  was  notsustained  by  competent  medical  testi- 
mony as  to  the  death  of  gen.  Brown  being  the  con- 
sequence of  his  wound  in  battle.  Mr.  Haynns  took 
a different  view  of  this  point.  He  believed  this  tes- 
timony was  based  upon  professional  minutes,  which 
he  thought  was  good  evidence,  and  expressed  his 
opinion  that  gen.  Brown  did  die  in  consequence  of 
wounds  received  in  the  service  of  his  country.  Mr. 
Grennell  said  that  this  claim  depended  upon  the 
character  of  evidence.  That  evidence  was  not  lia- 
ble to  the  objection  urged  against  it  here,  inasmuch 
as  it  is  a kind  of  evidence  on  which  property,  char- 
acter, and  life  depend.  It  is  professional  testimony, 
and  is  entitled  to  respect  as  such.  And  it  is  testi- 
mony, too,  based  upon  the  knowledge  of  the  friends 
and  intimate  acquaintances  of  the  party,  and  provfed 
clearly  that  gen.  Brown  died  of  wounds  received  in 
the  service  of  his  country,  just  as  much  as  il  he  had 
died  on  the  day  after  those  wounds  were  received. 
Mr.  G.  asked  to  have  the  report  in  the  case  read. 
Before  this  should  be  done,  Mr.  Taylor  referred  the 
committee  to  the  law  under  which  this  claim  was  set 
lip.  Mr.  Aycrigg  expressed  doubts  as  to  the  wound  ol 
gen.  Brown  being  the  cause  ol  his  death.  Mr. 
Mallory  (who,  as  well  as  Messrs.  Haynes,  Aycrigg, 
and  Taylor,  is  a medical  man)  expressed  a contrary 
opinion.  The  motion  to  strike  out  the  enacting 
clause  was  then  rejected,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to 
be  reported  to  the  house. 

Several  other  bills  having  been  considered,  and 
the  bill  to  create  a pension  agency  at  Montpelier, 
Vt.  coming  next  in  order,  Mr.  Bond  said  he  wished 
to  say  a few  words  on  this  bill.  He  moved  that  the 
committee  rise,  and  report  the  bills  acted  on,  and 
ask  leave  to  sit  again  on  those  laid  aside.  This 
motion  prevailed,  and  the  house  acted  on  the  bills  re- 
ported. 

Mr.  Williams  moved  that  the  enacting  clause  be 
stricken  from  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  of 
the  late  major  general  Brown.  He  moved  an  ad- 
journment, but  withdrew  the  motion  to  enable  the 
Chair  to  lay  before  the  house  an  executive  communi- 
cation. 

The  Chair  laid  before  the  house  a message  from 
the  president  of  the  United  States,  enclosing  esti- 
mates of  the  cost  of  the  removal  of  the  Ch-rokees, 
&c.  in  answer  to  a call  of  the  house.  Referred  to 
the  committee  on  Indian  affairs.  The  house  then 
adjourned. 

Monday,  May  28.  This  day,  under  the  amended 
rules  of  the  house,  being  appropriated  to  the  recep- 
tion of  resolutions,  the  states  were  called  in  order, 
and  the  following  among  others  were  presented,  and 
variously  disposed  of: 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  of  N.  II.  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  message  of  the  president  of 
the  United  States,  communicated  to  this  house  on 
the  14th  of  February,  1337,  transmitting  a claim  of 
the  state  of  New  Hampshire  for  reimbursement  ol 
expenses,  incurred  by  that  state  in  maintaining  juris- 
diction over  that  portion  of  its  territory  north  ot  the 
45th  degree  of  latitude,  known  by  the  ’name  of  In- 
dian Stream  settlement,  be  referred  to  the  committee 
on  oreign  aifairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Adams,  it  was 

Rosolved,  That  the  president  of 'he  United  Slates 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  communicated  to  this 
house,  if  not  incompatible  witli  the  publ  c interest, 
any  correspondence  not  heretofore  communicated 
between  this  government  and  that  ot  the  republic 
of  Texas,  and  also  with  the  government  of  any  other 
country,  relating  to  the  annexation  of  the  said  re- 
public'of  Texas  to  the  United  States;  and  to  in- 
form this  house  whether  the  application  from  the  said 
government  of  Texas  to  the  United  States  for  ad- 
mission to  this  union  has  been  withdrawn. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cushing,  of  Mass.,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested,  if  in  his  judgment  rot  incompatible 
with  the  public  interest,  to  communicate  to  this 
house  the  proceedings  of  the  commissioners  ap- 
pointed under  the  seventh  article  ol  the  treaty  of 
Ghent  to  fix  and  determine  the  boundary'  between 
the  United  States  and  the  possessions  of  Great 
Britain,  in  North  America,  from  the  foot  of  Nebish 
Rapids,  as  fixed  under  the  sixth  article  ol  said  treaty, 
to  the  northwesternmost  point  of  the  Lake  of  the 


Woods;  and  also' to  communicate  to  the  house  the 
correspondence,  if  any',  which  the  two  governments 
may  have  had  in  relation  to  the  disagreeing  reports 
of  said  commissioners,  and  any  other  information  in 
the  possession  of  the  executive  on  the  same  subject. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  amend 
the  18th  ule  by  adding  thereto  the  following: 

“No  order  or  resolution  of  tile  house  shall  be  so 
construed  as  to  deny  the  printing,  reading,  or  re- 
ference of  resolves  from  the  legislature  of  any  state 
in  the  union.” 

This  resolution  lies  over  for  one  day. 

Mr.  Briggs,  of  Massachusetts,  offered  the  follow- 
ing, which  lies  over  for  future  action: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  library  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency'  ofohtaining 
from  Mr.  Catlin,  an  American  artist,  his  original 
Indian  portraits,  now  being  exhibited  in  this  city, 
which  were  taken  by  hnn  during  seven  years  travel 
and  residence  amongst  thirty-eight  different  nations; 
and  also  to  ascertain  from  Mr.  Catlin  upon  what 
terms  they'  may  be  possessed  by  the  government,  to 
be  preserved  as  memorials  of  the  native  tribes  which 
they  represent. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Grennell,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be 
requested  to  communicate  to  the  house  an  account 
of  the  moneys  received  by  him  from  the  French 
government,  and  transferred  to  the  United  States  by 
authority  of  the  act  of  July  13,  1S32,  entitled  “An 
act  to  carry  into  effect  the  convention  between  the 
United  States  and  his  majesty  the  king  of  the  French, 
concluded  at  Paris  on  the  4th  of  July,  1S31,”  show- 
ing the  gross  amount  of  the  several  instalments  of 
indemnity,  with  interest  thereon,  as  paid  by  the 
French  government,  in  execution  of  said  conven- 
tion; the  inode  and  medium  of  transferring  the  same 
to  the  United  States;  the  expenses  or  other  deduc- 
tions sustained  in  making  said  transfer;  and  the  nett 
pioceeds  thereof  payable  and  paid  to  the  parlies 
entitled  in  virtue  of  the  award  of  the  commis- 
sioners appointed  under  said  convention. 

On  motion  of  Mr  Lincoln,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  military  affairs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  di- 
recting an  immediate  distribution  of  the  arms  and 
equipments  deposited  in  the  several  armories  and 
arsenals  of  the  United  States  to  the  several  states 
and  territories  thereof,  in  conformity  to  the  act  of 
congress  of  April  23,  131)8,  so  far  as  the  same  can  be 
done  without  prejudice  to  the  requirements  of  the 
public  service. 

Mr.  Russell,  of  New  York,  offered  the  following 
resolution,  which  lies  over  for  future  action: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  wavs  and  m^ans 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  re- 
pealing so  much  of  the  5th  section  of  the  act  en- 
titled “An  act  to  regulate  the  deposites  of  the  pub- 
lic money,”  passed  the  23d  of  June,  1S36’,  as  pro- 
hibits receiving  in  payment  for  dues  to  the  govern- 
ment, and  disbursing  the  same,  the  bills  of  specie- 
paying banks  which  issue  notes  or  bills  of  a less  de- 
nomination than  five  dollars.  And,  also,  so  much 
of  the  2d  section  of  the  act  entiiled  “an  act  making 
appropriations  for  the  payment  of  revolutionary  and 
other  pensioners  of  the  United  States,  for  the  year 
1836,”  passed  April  14th,  1836,  as  prohibits  the  of- 
fering in  payment  by  any  officer  of  a department  of 
the  government  the  notes  or  bills  of  specie  paying 
banks  of  a less  denomination  than  $20. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Naylor,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  navy  be  re- 
quested to  communicate  to  Ibis  house  copies  of  all 
letters,  communications,  documents,  and  correspon- 
dence which  have  passed  between  him  and  the  naval 
commissioners,  naval  constructors,  and  all  other  offi- 
cers and  persons,  relative  to  the  construction,  build- 
ing, and  equipment  of  tiie  steam-frigate  Fulton, 
now  at  the  navy  yard  at  Washington;  and  also  state 
to  the  house  the  cost  of  the  said  vessel  and  equip- 
ment, designating  separately  the  cost  for  the  hull, 
engines,  and  boilers. 

Mr.  Henry , of  Pennsylvania,  presented  an  amend- 
ment, which  he  stated  he  intended  to  offer  to  hill 
No.  802,  reported  by  the  committee  on  the  post 
office  and  post  roads;  which  was  read,  laid  on  the 
table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed;  which  is  as  follows: 
“That  newspapers  shall  be  carried  in  the  mail 
free  of  postage  within. the  limits  and  bounds  of  lhe 
respective  counties  where  the  same  are  printed  and 
published.” 

Mr.  Pctrikin  submitted  the  following  resolutions, 
which  lie  over  for  future  action: 

Resolved , That  the  committee  for  the  District  of 
Columbia  be  instructed  to  call  upon  the  banks  with- 
in the  said  District  who  are  now  asking  for  an  ex- 
tension of  their  charters,  to  furnish  to  said  commit- 
tee, for  the  information  of  this  house,  statements  of 
the  situation  of  said  banks  on  the  1st  day  of  this 
month,  and  give  such  information  as  will  distinctly 
show  their  actual  condition  on  said  day. 


Resolved,  That  said  banks  be  called  upon  by  said 
committee  for  a list  of  the  names  of  the  presidents, 
cashiers;  directors,  and  other  officers  of  said  banks, 
respectively,  with  the  amounts  due  from  each  of  said 
officers  to  said  banks,  either  as  drawer  or  endorser, 
with  tiie  date  of  the  original  indebtedness  of  said 
officer  to  such  bank. 

Resolved  That  said  banks  be  called  upon  by  said 
committee  for  a list  of  amounts  due  from  members 
of  congress,  with  the  name  of  each  member,  and 
whether  drawer  or  endorser,  and  the  date  of  the 
original  loan  or  indebtedness. 

Mr.  Mercer  offered  the  following,  which,  being 
objected  to,  lies  over  for  future  action: 

Resolved,  that  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  tiie  expediency  of  vesting 
the  power  of  appointing  the  attorneys  and  marshals 
of  the  several  courts  of  the  United  Slates  in  the 
judges  thereof;  that  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  tiie  expediency 
of  vesting  the  power  of  appointing  and  removing 
tiie  several  officers  of  the  customs  in  the  secretary 
ol  the  treasury,  with  the  restriction  that  lie  shall,  in 
case  of  every  removal,  transmit  to  congress  his  rea- 
sons therefor;  and  that  the  committeejj  on  tiie  post 
office  and  post  roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  causing  the  salary  of  tiie  postmaster 
general  to  be  reduced  to  the  sum  of  $ 3,500  per  an- 
num, to  take  effect  whenever  a vacancy  shall  occur 
in  the  said  office,  and  of  requiring  that  officer,  on 
tiis  removal  of  any  deputy  from  office,  to  transmit  to 
congress  his  reasons  therefor. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Campbell,  of  S.  C.  it  was 

Resolved,  That  tiie  committee  on  military  affairs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
viding, by  law,  for  the  payment  ol  expenses  incur- 
red and  supplies  furnished  on  account  of  the  batta- 
lion of  South  Carolina  militia,  received  into  the  ser- 
vice of  tiie  United  States  for  tiie  suppression  of  In- 
dian hostilities  in  Florida,  during  a part  of  the  cam- 
paign of  1837. 

Mr.  Haynes,  of  Georgia,  offered  the  following, 
which  lies  over  lor  future  action: 

Whereas,  each  of  the  states  of  this  union  has  a 
right  to  participate  in  the  public  lands,  the  common 
fund  for  their  use  and  benefit,  according  to  their  res- 
pective proportions  in  the  general  charge  and  ex- 
penditure: 

Resolved,  That  as  the  public  lands  constitute  a 
revenue  lend,  subject  to  the  said  principle  of  distri- 
bution; and  as  taxes  are  levied  upon  tiie  people,  and 
not  upon  the  states,  as  such,  that  any  distribution 
which  may  be  made  of  these  lands  should  lie  made 
among  the  citizens  of  tiie  several  states  and  territo- 
ries of  the  union,  according  to  (he  principle  by 
which  direct  taxes  are  regulated  by  the  constitution; 
and  that  a select  committee  be  appointed,  with  in- 
structions to  report  a bill  making  an  apportionment 
of  all  the  public  lands  of  tiie  United  States  among 
the  citizens  of  tiie  several  states  and  territories,  ac- 
cording to  the  ratio  by  which  direct  taxes  are  ap- 
portioned among  them. 

Mr.  Harlan  offered  the  following,  which  lies  over 
for  future  action: 

Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives 
of  lhe  Hailed  Stales  of  America  in  congress  assem- 
bled, That  the  next  session  of  the  present  congress 
shall  commence  the  first  Monday  of  November  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gttijbaul,  of  Louisiana,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  state  be  directed 
to  communicate  to  this  house  whether  t here  is,  or 
not,  evidence  on  file  in  the  department  of  state, 
showing  that  the  government  of  Spain,  alter  the 
treaty  of  St.  Iidefonso,  concluded  on  the  first  day  of 
October,  in  the  year  1300,  between  Spain  and  France, 
did  not  continue  to  claim  all  the  territory  south  of 
the  31st  degree  of  north  latitude,  and  east  and  north 
of  the  island  of  Orleans,  lying  between  the  Missis- 
sippi and  Perdido  rivers,  as  forming  a part  of  the  pro- 
vince of  West  Florida,  until  the  execution  of  the 
treaty  between  Spain  and  the  United  States  on  tiie 
22d  day  of  the  month  of  February,  IS  19;  and  whe- 
ther Spain  did  not  continue  to  hold  possession  of 
said  territory,  and  exercise  actual  jurisdiction  over 
the  same,  until  about  the  year  1810:  also,  whether 
there  is, , or  r ot,  evidence  on  file  showing  that  the 
government  of  the  United  States  protested  or  remon- 
strated against  the  claim  or  right  set  up  by  France 
to  the  aforesaid  territory,  under  the  treaty  of  St.  Ii- 
defonso, prior  to  the  execution  of  the  treaty  between 
France  and  the  United  States  on  the  30th  day  of 
April,  1803,  ceding  Louisiana;  and,  if  any  such  docu- 
ments or  evidence  do  exist,  that  then  the  said  secre- 
tary communicate  the  same  to  this  house,  together 
with  all  the  documents  on  file  showing  the  time  and 
manm  r of  taking  possession  of  said  territory  by  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  Boon  offered  the  following, "which  lies  over 
for  future  action: 

Resolved,  the  senate  concurring  therein,  that  the 
speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives  and  president 
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of  the  senate  close  the  present  session  oUcotigress 
by  an  adjournment  of  the  two  houses  over  which 
they  preside,  respectively,  or.  the  first  Monday  ol 
July  next. 

Mr.  Snyder  offered  the  following: 

Resolved , That  the  committee  on  military  affairs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  ol  abol- 
ishing the  military  academy  at  West  Point. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this  resolution,  it  was 
decided  in  the  negative.  So  the  resolution  was  re- 
jected. 

[Many  other  resolutions  of  minor  importance  were 
also  presented,  which  are  omitted  in  this  day’s  paper 
for  want  of  room.] 

Mr.  S'.  Williams  offered  the  following  joint  reso- 
lution, which  was  read: 

“ Whereas,  the  opinion  is  entertained  by  many 
members  of  the  house  ol  representatives  who  voted 
against  the  issuing  of  treasury  notes  that  it  is  the  in- 
tention of  the  administration  to  fix  upon  the  country 
a government  bank,  and  that  the  issuing  of  treasury’ 
notes  is  the  commencement  or  foundation  upon 
which,  a government  bank,  or  something  nearly  ap- 
proaching thereto,  is  to  be  erected  and  established; 
and,  whereas,  in  the  opinion  of  those  who  opposed 
the  issuing  of  treasury  notes,  there  is  not  any  thing 
more  to  be  deprecated  than  the  establishment  ol  a 
government  bank,  or  the  issuing  of  treasury  notes  as 
a medium  or  currency  for  the  people  and  ttie  govern- 
ment: therefore — 

‘•Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives 
of  the  United  Slates  of  America  in  congress  assembled. 
That  they  deprecate  and  condemn  in  the  strongest 
terms  the  issuing  of  treasury  notes  with  a view  or 
intention  to  fix  upon  the  country  and  the  govern- 
ment a government  paper  currency  or  medium  or 
circulation  in  lieu  of  gold  and  silver  or  the  bank  pa- 
per of  specie  -paying  banks. 

“ Resolved,  farther,  That  they  deprecate  and  con- 
demn, in  terms  equally  strong,  any  attempt,  either 
directly  or  indirectly,  to  establish  a government 
bank,  or  any  institution  that  approaches  thereto,  or 
in  anywise  resembles  or  has  the  appearance  or  color- 
ing of  a government  bank.” 

Mr.  Cushman  objected  to  its  consideration  at  this 
timq  and  when  it  should  come  up  for  consideration 
he  should  move  its  indefinite  postponement.  Mr. 
S.  Williams  said  that  he  did  not  suppose  the  house 
would  ever  reach  the  resolution,  if  allowed  to  lie 
over.  He  therefore  moved  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended for  its  consideration  at  this  time.  On  this 
motion  he  asked  the  y’eas  and  nay’s;  which  were  or- 
dered. Mr.  Adams  said  he  should  vote  for  (lie  sus- 
pension of  the  rules  to  allow  of  its  consideration, 
though  he  should  prefer  some  alteration  in  the  phra- 
seology of  the  resolution. 

The  house  decided  not  to  suspend  the  rules  by’  the 
following  vote — Yeas  81,  nays  84. 

The  states  were  then  called  in  order  for  petitions, 
of  which  a large  number  were  presented. 

The  call  for  petitions  being  over,  the  Chair  was 
about  calling  for  reports  of  committees,  when 

Mr.  Cambreleng  moved  that  the  house  go  into 
c iminittee  of  the  whole,  and  lake  up  the  Indian  hos- 
tility bill.  He  withdrew  it  at  the  request  of  Mr. 
Bell,  who  offered  the  following  amendment  to  that 
bill  from  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs,  which  was 
ordered  to  be  printed,  and  committed  to  the  commit- 
tee of  the  whole  house. 

“ Provided,  that  if  the  president  shall  ascertain 
that  all  dissatisfaction  and  further  opposition  on  the 
part  of  any  portion  of  the  Cherokee  Indians  to  the 
treaty  of  1333  can  be  allayed  or  avoided  by  allowing 
an  additional  compensation  for  lands  ceded  to  the 
United  States  by  said  treaty,  and  that  thereby  the 
government  may  be  saved  the  expense  of  keeping 
up  the  large  military  torce  within  the  Cherokee 
country  now  contemplated,  he  is  hereby  authorized 
to  apply  two  millions  of  dollars  of  the  sum  appro- 
prialed  bv  this  act  to  that  object.” 

Mr.  Bell  also  presented  the  following  resolution, 
from  the  same  committee,  which  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  communicate 
to  the  house  any’  information  in  his  department  show- 
ing the  value  of  Cherokee  improvements  assessed 
under  the  treaty  of  1835;  and  that  he  also  state  what 
amount  of  money  has  already  been  paid  for  said  im- 
provements; whether  the  improvements  of  that  por- 
tion of  the  Cherokees  who  have  heretofore  opposed 
the  executions  of  said  treaty  have  been  examined, 
and  the  value  thereof  assessed;  and  whether  any’, 
and  what  portion  of  the  value  of  said  improvements 
has  been  paid,  and  in  what  manner,  distinguishing 
the  amount  paid  to  the  Cherokees  who  have  emi- 
grated for  improvements,  with  the  amount  deducted 
therefrom  for  their  debts,  and  the  amount  paid  on 
account  of  the  spoliations  of  such  Cherokees;  and 
that  he  also  state  the  estimated  balance  of  the  five 
millions  stipulated  to  be  paid  by  said  treaty,  which 
will  remain  to  be  divided  according  to  its  provision. 

Mr.  Bouldin  made  an  ineffectual  attempt  to  get  up 


the  District  bank  bill.  Mr.  Evans  hoped  that  the 
house  would  take  up  the  president’s  message  upon 
the  northeastern  boundary  line,  which  was  the  order 
of  the  day.  Mr.  Cambreleng  renewed  his  motion  to 
suspend  the  rules  to  go  into  committee  of  the  w hole 
upon  the  Indian  hostility  appropriation  bill;  which 
motion  prevailed. 

The  house  having  again  gone  into  committee  of 
the  W’hole,  (Mr.  Howard  in  tne  chair,)  Mr.  Graham 
of  N.  C.,  whose  remarks  had  been  suspended  when 
the  committee  rose,  on  a former  day,  resumed  the 
floor  in  support  of  the  New  Echola  treaty’.  Alter 
Mr.  Graham  concluded,  Mr.  Haynes  took  the  floor, 
and  addressed  the  committee  at  length  in  support  of 
the  bill.  He  had  made  some  progress,  when  lie  gave 
way  to  the  motion  of 

Mr.  Underwood,  that  the  committee  do  now  rise; 
which  motion  prevailed. 

The  house,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Garland,  of  Virginia, 
went  into  committee  of  the  whole,  (Mr.  Montgomery 
in  the  chair,)  and  took  up  the  bili  to  establish  an  ad- 
ditional district  court  in  Tennessee,  which,  being 
considered,  was  reported  to  the  house,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  and  read  a third  time  to-morrow. 

On  motion,  the  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  May  2!).  Mr.  Boon  moved  that  the 
house  take  up  a resolution  moved  by  him,  fixing  a 
day  for  the  adjournment  of  congress.  Objection 
being  made,  he  moved  a suspension  of  the  rules,  in 
order  to  take  up  his  motion,  but  the  house  refused 
to  suspend  them. 

Petitions  having  been  presented  by  Messrs.  C. 
Morris  and  Tillinghast,  reports  from  committees 
were  rear!,  among  them  the  following: 

Mr.  Craig  from  the  committee  on  revolutionary 
claims,  roported  the  following  preamble  and  reso- 
lution: 

Considering  the  long  delay  which  has  unavoida- 
bly attended  the  action  of  congress  on  many  cases 
submitted  to  the  committee  on  revolutionary  claims 
in  the  ordinary  course  of  legislation, 

Resolved,  That  the  chairman  of  that  committee  be 
instructed  to  make  the  following  proposition  to  the 
house  for  adoption,  viz.  that  the  house  will,  at  12 
o'clock  on  Saturday,  the  2d  of  June,  go  into  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  house  on  the  bill  reported  trom 
the  committee  on  revolutionary  claims. 

Mr.  Loomis  moved  to  amend  this  resolution  by 
adding,  “and  all  other  private  bills  before  the  house, 
each  in  its  proper  order.”  Motion  so  <o  amend  ne- 
gatived. Mr.  Russell  moved  to  amend  the  resolu- 
tion by  adding:  “and  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  revolutionary  pensions  in  the  case  of  Stephen 
Freeman,  now  in  committee  of  the  whole  house.” 
Motion  lost. 

The  resolution  was  then  amended  by  adding  “a 
bill  to  enlarge  the  provisions  of  the  act  entitled 
‘an  act  granting  half-pay  to  widows  or  orphans 
whose  husbands  and  lathers  have  died  of  wounds 
received  in  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States  in  certain  cases,  and  for  other  purposes;’  a 
bill  granting  half-pay  and  pensions  to  certain  wi- 
dows; a biil  to  revive  an  act  authorizing  certain 
soldiers  of  the  late  war  to  surrender  the  bounty 
lands  drawn  by  them,  and  to  locate  others  in  lieu 
thereof  and  for  other  purposes;  also,  the  several 
bills  granting  navy  pensions.”  Thus  amended  the 
resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Bouldin  moved  to  take  up  the  senate  bill  for 
continuing  the  charters  of  the  banks  in  the  District 
of  Columbia.  After  some  preliminary  conversa- 
tion between  Messrs.  Bouldin,  Adams,  and  Petri- 
kin,  the  motion  was  carried.  The  Chair  stated  that 
the  bill  had  been  engrossed  and  read  a third  time; 
and  that,  pending  the  question  on  the  passage  ol  the 
bill,  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr. 
Adams)  had  moved  its  recommitment  to  the  com- 
mittee for  the  District  of  Columbia,  with  instruc- 
tions to  amend  the  bill  by  adding  a proviso  that  the 
banks  should  proclaim  no  dividend  during  a sus- 
pension of  specie  payments;  on  which  motion  the 
house  had  ordered  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Petrikin  moved  to  amend  the  instructions 
proposed  by  Mr.  Adams,  by  adding  thereto  a pro- 
viso that  no  member  of  congress,  nor  clerk  of  ei- 
ther house,  be  eligible  to  a president  or  director  of 
the  banks  in  the  District.  Mr.  Thomas  demanded 
the  previous  question;  but  withdrew  it  at  the  re- 
quest of  Mr.  Mercer,  who  promised  to  renew  the 
motion;  but  he  wished  particularly  to  observe  that, 
if  the  bill  had  proposed  to  continue  these  bank 
charters  for  fifty  years,  he  should  have  deemed  it 
important  to  insert  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts;  but  as  the 
term  was  but  two  years,  as  the  banks  were  to  pay 
their  five  dollar  bills  in  specie  in  August,  and  all 
their  debts  in  specie  on  the  1st  of  January  next,  he 
did  not  consider  it  worth  while  to  delay  the  mea- 
sure by  amendments.  [Mr.  M.  forgot  to  renew  the 
motion  for  the  previous  question.]  Mr.  Adams 
said  it  was  perfectly  immaterial  to  him  whether  the 


extension  was  to  be  lor  two  years,  or  two  months, 
or  two  hundred  years.  It  was  a first  principle  of 
justice  that  no  bank  should  make  a dividend  while 
under  a suspension  of  specie  payments.  He  never 
would  vote  to  continue  any  bank  charter  lor  one 
day  without  a clause  preventing  this.  All  he  wish- 
ed was  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Mercer  now  renewed  the  motion  for  the  pre- 
vious question.  This  motion  was  seconded  by  the 
house:  Ayes  86,  noes  56. 

Mr.  Petrikin  wanted  the  yeas  and  nays;  but  the 
house  refused  to  order  them. 

The  previous  question  was  then  put,  and  car- 
ried; and  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  put. 

The  main  question  being  upon  the  passage  of  the 
bill  in  the  following  form; 

A bill  “to  continue  the  corporate  existence  of  the 
banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia.” 

Be  it  enacted,  fyc.  That  the  charters  of  the  Farmers 
and  Mechanics’  Bank  of  Georgetown,  the  Bunk  of 
the  Metropolis,  Patriotic  Bank  of  Washington,  and 
Bank  of  Washington,  in  the  city  of  Washington,  and 
the  Farmers’  Bank  of  Alexandria,  and  Bank  oi  Po- 
tomac, in  the  town  of  Alexandria,  be,  and  the  same 
are  hereby,  extended  to  the  fourth  day  of  July,  in  the 
year  eighteen  hundred  and  flirty:  provided,  the  said 
banks,  each  for  itself,  shall  conform  to  the  following 
conditions: 

1st.  To  cease  receiving  or  paying  out  all  paper  cur- 
rency of  less  denomination  than  live  debars,  on  or  be-' 
fore  the  day  of  the  promulgation  of  tills  act. 

2d.  To  redeem  all  their  notes  of  the  denomination  of 
five  dollars  in  gold  or  silver,  from  and  after  the  first  day 
of  August  in  the  present  year. 

3d.  To  resume  specie  payments  in  full,  on  or  before 
the  first  day  of  Janqary,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-nine,  or  sooner  if  the  principal  banks 
of  Baltimore  and  Richmond  should  sooner  resume 
specie  payments  in  full. 

The  question  on  the  bill’s  passage  was  decided 
thus: 

YEAS — Messrs.  H.  Allen,  Anderson,  Banks, 
Beatty,  Bierne,  Bicknell,  Biddle,  Birdsall,  Bond, 
Borden,  Bouldin,  Briggs,  Brodhead,  Bronson, 
Buchanan,  John  Calhoon,  W.  B.  Campbell,  John 
Campbell,  Chambers,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Cheat- 
ham, Childs,  Clark, Clowney,  Coles,  Corw  in,  Craig, 
Crary,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Cushing,  Cushman, 
Dawson,  DeGratf,  Dennis,  Edwards,  Evans,  Far- 
rington, Fairfield,  R.  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Foster, 
Fry,  J.  Garland,  R.  Garland,  Glascock,  W.  Graham, 
Grantland,  Grant,  Graves,  Griffin,  Haley,  Flail, 
Hammond,  Hamer,  Harlan,  Harrison,  Harper, 
Henry,  Herod,  Howard,  Hubk-y,  Ingham,  J.  Jack- 
son,  H.  Johnson,  J.  Johnson,  Kilgore,  Klingen- 
smith,  Legare,  Lincoln,  Logan,  Lyon,  Marvin, 
Martin,  Maury,  May,  Maxwell,  Robert  McClellan, 
Menefee,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Morgan,  C.  Morris, 
Murray,  Naylor,  Noyes,  Palmer,  Pearce,  Penny- 
backer,  Phelps,  Pickens,  Pope,  Potts,  Prentiss, 
Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed,  Reilly,  Rencher,  Ridg- 
way,  Rives,  Robinson,  Rumsey,  Russell,  Sergeant, 
Shelter,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  Shields,  Slade,  Spencer, 
Stanly,  Stuart,  Stone,  Stratton,  Taliaferro,  Thomas, 
Tillinghast, Titus,  Vail,  Vanderveer,  Weeks,  A.  S. 
White,  J.  White,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  T.  T.  Whit- 
tlesey, L.  Williams,  Sherrod  Williams,  C.  H.  Wil- 
liams, Worthington,  Yorke — 131. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Atherton, 
Win.  B.  Calhoun,  Cambreleng,  Casey,  Connor, 
Droingoole,  Dunn,  Everett,  Goode.  Halsted,  Hawes, 
Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holt,  Hopkins,  R.  M.  T.  Hun- 
ter, T.  B.  Jackson,  Keim,  Kemble.  Leadbetter, 
Lewis,  Loomis,  Mallory,  McKay,  Abraham  McClel- 
lan, Montgomery,  Noble,  Ogle,  Owens,  Patterson, 
Peck,  Petrikin,  Potter,  Pratt.  Robertson,  Sawyer, 
Sheplor.  Snyder,  Taylor,  Turney,  Webster,  Jared 
W.  Williams,  Yell — 45. 

So  the  bill  was  passed,  and  now  W’ants  but  the 
president’s  signature  to  become  a law. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  the  orders  of  the 
day,  and  took  up  the  message  received  from  the 
president  a few  days  ago,  on  the  subject  ofthe  north- 
eastern boundary  ofthe  Fnited  Slates. 

Mr.  Evans  moved  that  so  much  of  the  message  as 
related  to  the  remuneration  of  the  certain  indivi- 
duals therein  named  be  referred  to  the  committee  on 
foreign  affairs,  and  that  the  residue  thereon  be  for 
the  present  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  this  subject.  Mr.  Evans  w’ent  at  large  into  an 
examinalion  of  wiiat  lie  understood  to  be  the  propo- 
sition made  by  the  American  to  the  British  govern- 
ment, for  a new  survey  of  the  disputed  line;  con- 
tending that  it  was,  on  all  grounds,  highly  inexpe- 
dient and  of  dangerous  tendency,  and  that  the  state 
of  Maine  was  entirely  and  irreconcilably  opposed  to 
it.  Mr.  Fairfield,  who  followed  Mr.  Evans  in  de- 
bate, agreed  that  if  the  proposition  was  such  as  his 
colleague  understood  it  to  be,  it  would  b ? highly  inex- 
pedient; but  expressed  it  as  his  opinion  that  the  pro- 
position was  different,  and  did  not  involve  the  danger- 
ous consequences  supposed.  Mr.  Cushman  took  sub- 
stantially the  same  view  of  the  proposition  which  Mr. 
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Evans  had  done,  and  went  into  some  illustrations  to 
show  that  the  proposition  of  our  government  would 
necessarily  eventuate  in  giving  up  the  American 
claims.  Mr.  Cambreleng  now  moved  the  previous 
question;  but  withdrew  it  at  the  request  of  Mr.  How- 
ard, who,  having  promised  to  renew  it,  insisted  that 
the  proposals  of  the  spcfetary  of  state  had  been  misun- 
derstood; and  argued  that  they  involved  no  departure 
from  the  treaty,  nor  any  abandonment  of  the  Ameri- 
can claims,  but  on  the  contrary  provided  for  the 
true  and  proper  mode  of  settling  those  claims.  He 
complained  of  the  discussion  of  the  propositions  of  a 
pending  negotiation  as  premature  and  improper;  and 
regretted  that  the  question  seemed  to  have  been 
treated  by  the  state  of  Maine  as  though  she  alone, 
and  not  the  whole  country,  were  interested  in  it. 

The  debate  was  closed  by  Mr.  Howard’s  renew- 
ing, according  to  promise,  the  motion  for  the  pre- 
vious question.  Mr.  Thomas  moved  a call  of  the 
house. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded,  and,  being  ta- 
ken, stood  yeas  81,  nays  39.  But  further  proceed- 
ings in  the  call  were  dispensed  with.  The  call  for 
the  previous  question  was  seconded,  ayes  63,  noes 
69. 

The  previous  question  was  then  put,  and  decided 
by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows:  Yeas  89.  nays  61. 

The  main  question  was  on  the  reference  of  so 
much  of  the  message  as  referred  to  the  repayment  of 
expenditure  of  certain  moneys  by  the  state  of  Maine; 
hut  before  it  was  put,  Mr.  Evans  moved  that  the 
whole  subject  do  lie  on  the  table;  which  motion  was 
carried,  ayes  88,  noes  not  counted. 

The  house  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng 
went  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of 
the  union,  (Mr.  Howard  in  the  chair,)  and  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  suppression  of 
Indian  hostilities. 

Mr.  Haynes  continued  his  speech  in  favor  of  the 
bill,  in  the  course  of  which  he  adverted  to  the 
course  of  policy  pursued  by  Georgia  to  the  Cheio- 
kees;  denounced  John  Ross  as  perfidious  to  the 
United  States,  to  Georgia,  and  to  his  own  nation; 
and  expressed  deep  regret  at  the  late  course  of  t lie 
executive,  as  calculated  to  raise  false  hopes  in  that 
people,  and  lead  to  very  unpleasant  consequences 
on  the  part  of  the  state  contiguous. 

A motion  was  now  made  for  the  rising  of  the 
committee  by  Mr.  Harlan,  of  Kentucky;  but  it  was 
negatived,  ayes  58,  noes  67. 

Mr.  H.  arose  and  addressed  the  house  for  a short 
time;  when  he  gave  way  for  a motion  that  the 
committee  rise;  which  was  negatived:  Ayes  58, 
noes  68.  Mr.  H.had  proceeded  about  half  an  hour, 
when  he  again  yielded  the  floor,  and  the  motion  for 
an  adjournment  was  renewed,  but  with  no  better 
success:  Ayes  59,  noes  76.  Mr.  Chambers,  doubt- 
ing the  correctness  of  the  last  count,  moved  again 
that  the  committee  rise;  when,  the  vote  being  taken 
by  tellers,  stood:  Ayes  23,  noes  76.  No  quorum 
having  voted,  the  committee  rose,  and  the  chair 
man  reported  the  fact  to  the  house.  Mr.  Under- 
wood moved  that  the  house  adjourn;  but  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative:  Ayes  59,  noes  83.  Mr. 
Mams  moved  a call  of  the  house.  The  Chair  doubt- 
ed whether  the  motion  was  in  order;  as  the  rule 
declared  that,  in  such  a case,  as  soon  as  a quorum 
appeared,  the  house  should  immediately  go  again 
into  committee;  but  on  reflection,  the  chair  admit- 
ted the  motion  as  privileged.  Mr.  Wise  asked  if  it 
would  be  in  order,  at  this  time,  to  move  an  adjourn- 
ment? The  Chair  thought  the  entertainment  of 
such  a motion  would  be  a violation  of  the  spirit  of 
the  rule.  Oh,  (said  Mr.  W.)  if  it  is  only  of  the 
spirit,  I will  make  the  motion.  The  Chair,  after 
slight  hesitation,  admitted  the  motion.  Mr.  Mams 
demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  being  taken 
resulted  as  follows:  Ayes  59,  nays  83.  Mr.  Mams 
insisted  that  the  question  on  the  call  of  the  house  be 
put.  Mr.  Dromgoole  made  a question  of  order;  in- 
sisting that  the  rule  must  be  enforced,  and  that  the 
house  must  immediately  go  into  committee.  Mr. 
Adams  observedthat  more  than  one  hundred  members 
were  absent  without  leave,  and  protested  against  the 
residue  being  compelled  by  a majority  to  stay,  unless 
they  had  the  power  of  enforcing  the  attendance  ofthe 
absent  members.  [It  was  now  near  six  o’clock.] 
Mr.  Thompson  said  that,  if  gentlemen  were  dis- 
posed to  give  up  the  intellectual  contest,  and  go  in- 
to one  of  a physical  kind,  he  was  ready  for  them, 
and  would  vote  for  calls  and  adjournments,  and  yeas 
and  nays,  for  sixteen  hours,  (to  the  hour  of  meet- 
ing to-morrow.)  Mr.  Boon  exhorted  gentlemen, 
rather  than  give  way,  to  sit  till  the  last  week  in 
June.  He  was  ready  now  to  sit  there  till  June. 
Mr.  Dromgoole  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the 
chair;  but  declined  to  go  into  an  argument.  The 
Speaker  stated  in  lull  the  grounds  of  his  decision, 
the  point  being  now  raised  for  the  first  time.  Mr. 
Reed  supported  the  decision  in  a short  speech,  in 


which  he  complained  ofthe  course  of  business;  one 
portion  of  the  house  left  the  hall,  so  as  to  disable 
the  house  from  proceeding  for  want  of  a quorum, 
got  their  dinners,  and  then  returned  and  kept  the 
residue  of  the  house  in  session.  The  decision  of 
the  chair  was  sustained  by  the  house.  The  motion 
of  Mr.  Adams  for  a call  of  the  house  was  then  ta- 
ken, and  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 
Yeas  47,  nays  99. 

There  now  being  a querum  present,  the  house 
immediately  went  into  committee  of  the  whole, 
(Mr.  Howard  in  the  chair.)  Mr.  Hayn es  thereupon 
moved  that  the  committee  rise;  the  vote  was  taken 
by  tellers,  and  decided  in  the  negative:  Ayes  46, 
noes  78.  Mr.  Harlan  resumed  his  speecii,  after 
some  time,  yielded  again  to  a motion  by  Mr.  Reed 
for  the  rising  of  the  committee.  The  motion  was 
negatived:  Ayes  46,  noes  71.  There  appearing 
again  to  be  no  quorum  present,  the  committee  was 
counted — 113  members  were  present,  whereupon 
the  committee  rose,  and  reported  the  fact  that  they 
were  without  a quorum.  Mr.  Williams  ofN.  C. 
moved  that  the  house  adjourn.  On  this  motion  Mr. 
Toucey  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were 
ordered;  and,  being  taken,  resulted  as  follows: 
Yeas  54,  nays  80.  So  the  house  refused  to  adjourn, 
[it  was  now  half  past  seven.]  The  house  again 
went  into  commiltee  of  the  whole  Mr.  Howard  re- 
suming (lie  chair.  Mr.  Harlan  proceeded  with  his 
speecii;  but  gave  way,  at  a quarter  belore  eight,  for 
a motion  to  rise.  The  motion  was  negatived — Ayes 
34,  noes  63.  No  quorum  having  voted.  The  com- 
mittee was  counted,  when  1 13  members  appeared 
to  be  present.  The  committee  thereupon  rose,  and 
reported  to  the  house  that  a quorum  was  not  in  at- 
tendance. Mr.  Dromgoole  demanded  a count  ofthe 
house.  The  speaker  counted  the  members  .present, 
and  they  were  found  to  be  114.  Mr.  I Vise  moved 
an  adjournment.  Mr.  Duncan  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays;  which  were  ordered,  and  resulted  as  fol- 
lows: Yeas  57,  nays  76.  So  the  house  refused  (o 
adjourn,  and  went  back  into  committee  ofthe  whole. 
Mr.  Harlan  resumed,  and  concluded  his  remarks  at 
half  past  eight  o’clock.  Mr.  Ho'scy,  of  Geo.,  obtain- 
ed the  floor,  and  moved  that  the  committee  rise. 
The  motion  was  negatived — -Yeas  46,  noes  75,  (the 
chair  voting,  to  make  a quorum.)  Mr.  Holsey 
commenced  his  speech,  and  had  proceeded  to  five 
minutes  past  nine  o’clock,  when  Mr.  McKay  mov- 
ed that  the  committee  rise.  The  motion  was  nega- 
tived— Ayes  46,  noes  52,  No  quorum  having  vo- 
ted, the  committee  was  counted,  when  there  appear- 
ed to  be  100  members  present.  The  committee 
then  rose,  and  reported  that  they  were  without  a 
quorum.  Mr.  Boon  moved  an  adjournment.  Mr. 
Cushman  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  which,  being 
taken,  resulted  as  follows:  Yreas  55,  nays  70.  So 
the  house  refused  to  adjourn,  and  went  again  into 
committee.  At  ten  minutes  before  ten  o’clock,  a 
motion  was  made  for  the  committee  to  rise,  hut 
withoutsuccess — Ayes  44,  noes  45.  No  quorum 
voting,  the  house  was  counted;  when  108  members 
were  found  to  be  present.  The  commiltee  being 
about  to  rise  (or  want  of  a quorum,  Mr.  Wise  ap- 
pealed to  the  committee.  He  observed  it  was  im- 
possible to  force  the  question  to-night.  He  should 
claim  the  right  of  reply  to  those  who  had  replied  lo 
him  on  this  Seminole  chapter;  for  there  were  two 
chapters  to  this  bill— a Cherokee  chapter,  and  a 
Seminole  chapter,  and  the  one  would  be  found  quite 
as  long  as  the  other.  The  committee  then  rose, 
and  reported  themselves  to  be  without  a quorum, 
when  the  house  adjourned. 

! Wednesday,  May  30.  Messrs.  Prentiss  and  Word, 
i representatives  elected  from  the  state  ofMississip- 
pi,  appeared,  and,  after  Mr.  Prentiss  had  declared 
that  he  and  his  colleague  did  not  claim  their  seats 
by  virtue  of  the  recent  election,  but  by  virtue  of 
the  election  in  November  last,  were  qualified.  The 
rules  were  now  suspended,  and  the  joint  resolution 
from  the  seriate,  prohibiting  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  from  making  or  continuing  in  force  any 
general  order,  which  shall  create  any  difference 
between  the  different  branches  of  the  revenue  as  to 
the  money  or  medium  of  payment  in  which  debts 
or  dues,  accruing  to  the  United  States  shall  be  paid, 
was  taken  up.  The  resolution  was  then  read  twice, 
and,  the  question  being  on  its  third  reading, Mr.  Boon 
moved  the  previous  question — seconded.  Mr.  Sher- 
rod Williams  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  ordering 
the  bill  to  a third  reading,  which  were  ordered,  and 
stood  yeas  151,  noes  27.  So  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  a third  reading;  and,  after  an  ineffectual  attempt 
by  Mr.  Duncan  to  recommit,  Mr.  Boon  called  for 
the  previous  question,  which  was  seconded.  Mr. 
Chapman  of  Alabama,  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
on  the  passage  of  the  bill  which  were  ordered  and 
stood  yeas,  one  hundred  and  fifty  four — nays  twcnlij- 
ninc — so  the  joint  resolution1  was  passed  and  return- 
ed to  the  senate. 


The  house  then  went  into  committee  ofthe  whole 
on  the  Indian  hostility  appropriation  bill;  the  pro- 
ceedings on  which  will  be  given  hereafter. 

Thursday,  May  31,  A portion  of  the  day  was 
spent  in  the  reception  of  reports,  after  which  the 
house  again  wentinto  committee  on  the  Indian  ap- 
propriation bill,  and  thus  remained  until  a late 
hour.  Particulars  in  our  next. 
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Distressing  accident.  Oil  Saturday  afternoon  a son 
of  Mrs.  Eastwood,  a widow  lady,  residing  at  No.  154 
Norfolk  street,  aged  8 years,  being  persuaded  by  his 
playmates  in  the  neighborhood,  escaped  from  his  mo- 
ther’s observation  and  wandered  as  far  as  the  ship 
yards  in  the  vicinity  of  the  dry  dock.  Having  crawled 
upon  the  scaffolding  of  a ship  upon  the  stocks  he  be- 
came dizzy,  and  was  precipitat.d  to  the  ground  with 
great  violence  driving  in  upon  the  brain  large  portions 
of  the  skull.  He  was  immediately  carried  home  and 
Dr.  Legget  being  sent  for  called  in  Dr.  Minilurn  Post, 
who  performed  the  operation  of  trepanning  the  patient 
and  raised  the  piece  of  bone.  Great  hopes  are  enter- 
tained of  the  child’s  recovery.  [N.  Y.  Com. 

Great  match  race,  between  the  Leviathan  and 
Luzborough,  four  year  old  nags  for  $ 5,000  a 
side,  four  mile  heats,  was  run  over  the  Nashville 
course  on  the  23d.  The  track  was  heavy  from  the 
previous  rains.  The  friends  ofLeviathan,  brought 
to  the  stand  James  Jackson  & co’s.  ch.  f.  Sarah 
Bladen,  dam  Morgianna,  by  Pacolet,  and  the  friends 
of  Luzborough,  Dr.  Merry’s  b.  f.  Leila,  dam  Sally 
Hope,  by  Archy. 

Tlie  Luzborough  filly  was  distanced  on  the  fourth 
round.  Time,  8m.  50s. 

Twenty  thousand  dollars  stolen.  A tin  box  con- 
taining upwards  of  $20,000,  in  bank  notes  and 
drafts  of  New  York,  was  taken  from  the  Trenton 
rail  road  office  in  Philadelphia,  on  Wednesday  last, 
and  has  not  since  been  found.  It  was  intrusted  to 
the  conductor  to  take  to  New  York:  he  left  it  in  the 
office,  and  in  the  hurry  of  departure,  forgot  it. 

Mr.  Clay,  during  his  late  visit  to  this  place  pur- 
chased of  Mr.  Samuel  Canby,  of  Woodside  farm, 
one  of  his  short  horned  Durham  calves,  about  7 
months  old.  The  price  was  one  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars.  We  trust  our  farmers  will  take  notice 
of  the  fact,  and  of  the  inducement  it  holds  out  to  the 
cultivation  of  this  valuable  breed  of  cattle.  [Del. 
Journal. 

The  reported  murder  of  Dr.  Brewster,  of  Georgia, 
by  t he  Cherokees,  proves  unfounded.  It  was  got 
up,  no  doubt,  to  operate  on  the  members  of  congress 
against  (he  humane  proposition  lately  offered  to  (lie 
tribe  by  the  president. 

Michigan  money  is  thus  classed — First  quality, 
Red  Dog;  second  quality,  Wild  Cat;  third  quality, 
Catamount.  Of  the  best  quality,  it  is  said,  it  takes 
five  pecks  to  make  a bushel. 

Promotions.  The  Green  Bay  Democrat  slates 
that  gov.  Dodge  is  offered  the  situation  of  brigadier 
general  in  the  army,  and  that  the  hon.  Aaron  Van- 
derpoei,  of  Kinderhook,  is  spoken  of  as  his  suc- 
cessor. 

Dividend  of  the  safely  fund.  The  comptroller, 
since  the  resumption  of  specie  payments,  has  made 
a dividend  of  4 per  cent,  on  the  capital  of  the  safety 
fund  paid  into  the  treasury,  and  has  apportioned 
the  same  among  the  safety  fund  banks  in  proportion 
to  tlie  amount  contributed  by  each.  [Mb.  Argus. 

A report  ha3  been  made  to  the  Boston  common 
council,  upon  the  subject,  of  erecting  a city  hall  on 
the  lot  now  occupied  by  the  old  court  house.  The 
expense  is  estimated  at  $100,000,  which  it  is  pro- 
posed to  defray  out  ofthe  city’s  portion  ofthe  sur- 
plus revenue  which  amounts  to  $140,000. 

Count  Confalonieri.  We  learn  from  the  New 
York  Evening  Star,  that  tlie  Italian  exile,  count 
Confalonieri,  lately  in  New  York,  is  now  residing 
at  Montpelier.  There  tie  can  see  at  least  tlie  Alpine 
region  on  the  coast  of  Italy,  and  in  a bright  day  can 
almost  catch  a gleam  of  Sardinia. 

American  Genius.  As  Whitney’s  cotton  gin  made 
a revolution  in  that  fabric  by  its  simplicy  of  struc- 
ture and  expedition  in  movement,  so  Mr.  Gay’s  pa- 
tent winders  are  likely  to  do  tlie  same  for  silk. — 
They  wind  the  fibres  directly  upon  the  spools  from 
the  cercoons,  and  then  twist  them  into  threads  with 
the  same  remarkable  rapidity  and  precision  [Star. 

Frost.  The  Cincinnati  Post  of  Saturday  says, 
“there  was  frost  this  morning  in  the  country,  fol- 
lowed by  a fine  bright  sun.  P.  M.  cloudy. 

The  river  has  risen  four  feet  in  (he  last  twenty- 
four  hours  to  12  m.  and  is  still  rising  fast.” 

Cold  in  Boston.  It  was  so  cold  in  Boston  on  the 
25th  ult.  that  fires  were  found  to  be  indispensable 
to  comfort.  The  great  body  of  ice  still  off  Halifax, 
is  said  to  affect  the  temperature  ofthe  atmosphere. 

Canal  and  rail  road  tolls.  The  whole  amount  re- 
ceived this  season  on  the  Pennsylvania  canal  and 
rail  road,  up  to  the  13th  of  May,  was  $456,925  18. 


NINES’  NATTOMAE  StEGISTEH* 


Fifth  series.  No.  15. — Vol.  IV.] 

WASHINGTON  CITY,  JUNE  9,  1S3S. 

[Vol.  LIV. — Whole 

No.  1,393. 

THE  PAST — THE  THESE  NT — FOR  THE  FUTURE. 

PRINTED  AND  PUBLISHED.  EVERY  SATURDAY, 

BY  WILLIAM  OGDEN  NILES,  EDITOR  AND  PROPRIETOR, 

AT  $5  PER  ANNUM,  PAYABLE  IN 

ADVANCE. 

The  Telegraph  was  tired  on  till  out  ol  reach,  which 


OCz-Our  congressional  department  is  more  than  | 
usually  crowded  this  week;  but  the  proceedings  re- 
corded are  all  of  the  highest  in-tercst,  and  could  not 
Well  be  omitted. 

GCJ-Accorcling  to  the  New'  York  Express  the  new 
treasury  circular  had  struck  the  money  market  in 
that  city  with  something  li  ke  a panic — for  the  reason 
that  the  only  city  banks  in  the  state  of  NewYork, 
which  do  not  issue  notes  under  five  dollar*,  are  the 
Manhattan,  the  Bank  of  America,  the  State  Bank, 
and  the  Mechanics’  Bank.  It  i«,  i owever,  stated 
that  there  are  treasury  notes  enough  afloat  to  pay 
duties  at  the  custom-house  without  a resort  to 
bank  notes. 

Iowa.  It  will  lie  seen  by  our  congressional 
proceedings  that  Wisconsin  territory  has  been  di- 
vided, and  a new  territorial  government  erected  to 
be  called  Iowa. 

Peter  Force,  esq.,  was  nn  Monday  last  re-elec- 
ted mayor  ol  Washington  city,  for  two  years  from 
Monday  next,  without  opposition. 

Constitutional  ctt art.  We  have  made  an 
arrangement  with  Dr.  Mayo  of  this  city,  which  will 
enable  us  to  present  to  our  readers,  as  a supplemen- 
tal sheet,  his  constitutional  chart,  in  which  is  pre- 
sented a comparative  synopsis  of  the  constitutions  of 
the  several  states  and  of  that  of  the  U.  S.  From 
the  admirable  manner  in  which  thp  chart  is  arrang- 
ed, any  fact  in  relation  to  the  provisions  of  the  dif- 
ferent constitutions  can  be  ascertained  at  a glance; 
and  if  is  thus  rend  -red  a most  valuable  acquisition  to 

all  class  ’s  of  politicians.  Tile  chart  was  formed  to 
accn  npaav  Dr.  Mayo’s  work  entitled  "Sketches  nf 
eight  years  m Washington”  now  in  prpss,  ami  is  one 
of  a seriesof  similarcharfs  which  will  be  compiised 
in  that  publication — it  is.  however,  so  arranged  that 
it  can  he  bound  in  the  “Register:”  ar,d  we  feel 
assured  that  our  readers  will  carefully  preserve  it, 
and.  with  ns.  admire  the  care,  industry,  and  tact 
with  which  it  has  bepn  formed. 

Banks.  currency,  &c.  The  New  York  Ex- 
press of  Thursday,  says  H is  is  rather  a blue  day 
in  the  stock  market.  Yesterday  and  day  before 
they  commenced  falling,  and  to-day  declined  more 
than  any  othpr.  The  coming  agitation  ofthe  sub- 
treasury  bill  in  congress,  the  declaration  of  Mr. 
Cambre|“ng  that  thp  subject  would  he  called  up  and 
acted  on  npxt  week,  has  created  additional  alarm  in 
♦ he  monied  circles.  Monied  men  who  were  largp 
buyers  l ist  wppk,  are  now  sellers,  either  disposed 
to  realise  or  to  escape  a further  loss.  Delaware, 
which  but  three  days  ago  run  up  fodfi  and  sold  yes' 

terdav  at  85,  was  knocked  off  to  day  at  81 a fall 

of  3 ppr  cent  in  one  day.  Sfoning'on  and  Hail*m 
run  down  2 to3nercent.  Phoenix,  hank,  Kentucky, 
Mohawk,  New  Jersey,  and  Tong  Island  rail  road,  all 
fell  I to  2 percent.  United  Stales  Bank  has  droop- 
ed a little,  but  is  less  affected  than  any  other. 

Sales  at  the  New  York  slock  exchange,  June  7. 

7 shires  United  States  Bank  - - 120  3-4 

13  do  do  do  do  - . J2J 

Sales  at  the  PhiVide’-phia  stock  exchange.  June  7. 

160  draff  on  N.  York  - mi  \_2 

10  shares  United  States  Bank  - - 123  1-2 

10  do  Kentucky  bank  - - - 03  1-2 

Tennessee  money  market.  The  Nashville  Whig  of 
June  I,  says — 

Exchanges  grow  better.  Mississippi  river  notes 
are  bought  up  freely  at  17  a 13  per  ct.  by  the  bro- 
kers,  and  a little  lower  by  transient  buyers.  The 
Manchester  and  W.  Feliciana  banks  stand  better 
than  lastquoted.  Checks  on  Philadelphia,  at  sight, 
are  offered  out  of  doors  at  10  per  cent,  in  currency, 
and  12  percent,  in  Alabama  pappr. 

The  Frederick  County  Bank  has  dpclarpd  a divi- 
dend of  three  per  cent  for  the  last  six  months. 

The  board  of  dir  ctors  of  thp  Farmers’  and  Me- 
chanics’ bank  of  Frederick  county  have  adopted 
the  following  resolution: 

Resolved , That  in  anticipation  of  a general  re- 
sumption of  specie  payments,  hy  the  banks  of  Mary- 
land. at  an  early  day.  we  will  from  this  day  com- 
Pumice  the  payment  of  all  our  issues  under  five 
dollars  in  specie,  ami  fractional  parts  of  a dollar  on 
all  checks  on  the  institution. 

Voj,.  UV — SiG.  15. 


The  Baltimore  American  slates  that  at  a meeting 
of  the  officers  of  the  hanks  of  Baltimore,  held  on 
Monday,  it  was  determined  to  ask  the  banks  in  the 
eastern,  southern  and  western  states,  to  meet  in  con- 
vention either  in  B iltimore  or  Philadelphia,  in  the 
course  of  the  ensuing  month,  for  the  purpose  ol  fix- 
ing on  an  early  day  lor  a general  resumption  ol 
specie  payments. 

The  Richmond  Enquirer  says — We  feel  ourselves 
authorized  to  state,  that  our  banks  are  prepared,  and 
will  resume  specie  payments  the  very  moment  they 
can  ascertain  that  the  banks  of  Baltimore  have  com- 
menced, or  will  commence  with  them  the  same  day. 
We  all  know,  that  that  city  is  the  great  receptable  ol 
our  paper;  anil  it  is  not  perfectly  safe  for  our  banks 
to  resume,  until  the  Baltimore  banks  agree  to  receive 
our  checks  on  Philadelphia,  New  York  and  Bos- 
ton, instead  of  specie,  in  the  redemption  of  our 
notes. 

A committee  on  behalf  of  the  banks  of  Philadel- 
phia. which  have  had  the  subject  of  the,  resump- 
tion of  specie  payments  under  consideration,  met 
on  Wednesday  evening  last,  but  had  not  received 
replies  to  the  letters  sent  to  the  institutions  in  other 
states,  sufficient  to  allow'  them  to  recommend  any 
specific  course  in  regard  to  that  measure.  Several 
banks  had  replied  to  the  circular  sent  out,  but  suffi- 
cient time  had  not  elapsed  for  all  to  have  acted 
upon,  and  responded  to,  the  circular. 

The  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce  o<  Monday 
says  that  the  I tters  received  from  Philadelphia 
stale  that  the  United  States  Biuk  would  forthwith 
pay  specie  whenever  demanded.  The  Journal 
however  is  of  opinion  that  there  would  be  no  de- 
mand, il  drafts  on  New  York  were  furnished  low 
enough. 

Outrage  on  the  northern  frontier.  On 
the  next  page  we  have  given  some  particulars  of  a 
daring  outrage  committed  on  the  British  steamboat 
Sir  Robert  Peel,  whilst  peaceably  lying  within  our 
waters,  by  a band  of  lawless  individuals  supposed 
to  be  Canadian  refugees.  The  circumstance  has 
justly  excited  much  feeling  among  the  British  au- 
thorities in  that  quarter,  and  we  are  fearful  that  it 
w ill  lead  to  serious  difficulties  unless  promptly  re- 
dressed by  onr  government.  By  the  article  from 
the  “Globa”  it  will  be  seen  that  "the  war  department 
has  promptly  ordered  all  the  disposable  regular 
force  to  the  scene  of  the  outrage,  and  gov.  Marcy 
went  thither  hy  express  as  soon  as  the  facts  were 
communicated  to  him.  From  these  movements  we 
have  a guarantee  that  the  offenders  will  be  brought 
to  punishment,  if  the  arm  of  the  government  can 
reach  them,  and  we  doubt  not  but  that  it  will  be  aided 
by  every  lover  of  his  country’s  honor  in  that  quar- 
ter. 

The  New  York  Commercial  of  Tuesday  says — 
“We  learn  from  a bear  r of  despatches,  who  ar- 
rived this  morning  on  his  way  to  Washington,  hav- 
ing left  Montreal  since  the  dale  ofour  latest  papers, 
that  Sir  John  Colborne,  with  his  statf,  has  gone  to 
take  the  command  of  the  forces  in  upper  Canada. 
A movement  that  seems  to  indicate  apprehensions 
of  something  serious.” 

Letters  from  Quebec  state  that  a reward  of 
$1,000  would  be  ottered  for  the  discovery  and  arrest 
ol  the  pirates  who  destroyed  the  Sir  Robert  Peel. 

Since  the  above  was  in  type,  we  have  received 
the  follow  ing  particulars  of  another  outrage,  which 
shows  a deep  state  of  excitement  among  the  Cana- 
dian populace — but  we  sincerely  hope  the  Montreal 
version  of  the  affair  is  corerct. 

The  following  particulars  are  from  the  Rochester 
Daily  Advertiser. 

Captain  Childs,  ofthe  steamboat  Telegraph,  states 
that  on  putting  into  Brockville,  or  rather  while 
there,  he  was,  about  10  o’clock  on  Friday  night, 
fired  into  by  the  queen’s  militia,  stationed  at  that 
place.  From  fifteen  to  20  shots  were  fired,  four  of 
which  we  know  to  have  struck  the  boat.  An  ounce 
ball  passed  through  the  ladies’  cabin,  near  the  cen- 
tre, barely  missing  the  chambermaid,  who  was 
standing  bv  the  stove.  It  must  have  hern  a narrow 
escape,  judging  from  the  holes  in  the  wall  com- 
pared with  the  position  of  the  stove.  It  W’as  known 
at  Kingston  that  an  attempt  to  destroy  either  the 
Oneida  or  Telegraph,  was  to  be  made  that  night, 
but  the  former  passed  without  calling  on  them.— 


was  not  long,  as  the  engineer,  suspicious  of  foul 
play,  kept  up  during  the  stay  ol  the  boat  a heavy 
press  of  steam.  This  wanton  attack  will  serve  to 
show  the  feeling  against  us  in  Canada,  and  admon- 
ish our  government  that  means  adequate  to  the  pro- 
tection ofthe  Irontier,  cannot,  w ith  safety , be  much 
longer  withheld. 

The  officer  commanding  the  guard  at  Brockville 
attempts  an  excuse  by  saying'  that  the  mer.  bad 
misapprehended  his  orders,  which  were  to  fire  two 
muskets  into  the  air  as  a signal,  provided  any  sus- 
picious boat  should  approach.  The  degree  of  sus- 
picion that  justly  attaches  to  the  Telegraph,  may 
be  learned  from  the  facts,  that  her  bell  was  sounded 
twice,  as  is  customary  at  that  placp. 

Col.  Bonnycastle,  in  command  of  Ihe  queen’s 
troops  at  Kingston,  stated  to  capt.  Childs,  that  he 
must  be  expected  to  he  fired  into  so  long  as  we 
acted  as  at  present,  adding,  by  way  of  taunt,  that 
the  next  outrage  from  our  side  would  be  the  sig- 
nal for  him  to  cross  the  line  in  a ho-tile  attitude — 
that  the  Canadas  could  take  the  state  without  aid 
from  England. 

The  tidings  of  this  affair  had  reached  Montreal 
on  Tuesday,  the  papers  giving  a somewhat  differ- 
ent version.  We  annex  that  of  the  Montreal  Cou- 
rier: 

By  passengers  arrived  from  Upper  Canada  last 
night,  we  learn  that  t fie  new  steamboat  affair,  of 
which  rumor  had  made  so  much  through  the  day, 
was  much  less  than  rumor  had  made  it.  About  9 
on  Friday  evening,  it  appears  that  the  Telegraph, 
an  American  steamboat  running  between  Ogdens- 
burgh  and  Rochester,  touched  at  Biockville  on  her 
way  up,  with  a vessel  in  tow\  Just  alter  she  had 
left  the  wharf,  she  was  hailed,  and  the  captain  de- 
sired any  one  who  wanted  to  come  on  hoard  to 
come  out  in  a boat,  as  he  could  not  come  back. 

No  boat  putting  out,  he  again  got  under  weigh 
and  ten  muskets  shots  were  immediately  fired  iido 
the  boat,  but  w ithout  doing  any  mischief.  Tile 
Telegraph  let  go  1 he  vessel  she  was  tow  ing  and 
made  off;  and  the  men  (two  in  number)  who  had 
fired,  were  seized,  arid  their  firing  stopped  hy  those 
on  the  wharf.  One  of  our  informants  states  that 
these  men  were  volunteer  sentries  placed  on  the 
wharf;  another  understood  that  they  were  not  on 
the  w barf,  but  a little  distance  from  "it,  and  that  the 
people  were  there  for  some  time  before  they  could 
stop  them. 

We  are  farther  informed  thal  the  captain  of  the 
volunteer  company  at  Brockville  followed  the  Tel- 
egraph in  the  Kingston,  and  explained  the  whole 
circumstance  to  the  captain,  from  whom  he  learned 
that  no  harm  was  done.  It  is  added  that  the  affair 
lias  not  created  any  considerable  excitment  on  the 
American  side,  and  that  the  two  men  had  been  ar- 
rested. 

Lord  Durham  had  been  received  at  Quebec  with 
every  demonstration  of  jov  by  the  inhabitants  of  all 
political  opinions.  Immediately  after  lie  had  taken 
the  oaths,  he  issued  a proclamation  addressed  to 
the  people  of  both  provinces,  in  which  we  find  the 
following  passage: 

“In  one  province  the  most  deplorable  events 
have  rendered  the  suspension  of  its  representative 
constitution,  unhappily,  a matter  of  necessity;  and 
the  supreme  power  has  devolved  on  me. 

“The  great  responsibility  which  is  thereby  im- 
posed on  me,  and  the  arduous  nature  of  the  func- 
tions which  1 have  to  discharge,  will  naturally 
make  me  most  anxious  to  hasten  the  arriv  al  of  that 
period  when  Ihe  executive  power  shall  again  be 
surrounded  hy  all  constitutional  checks  of  free, 
liberal,  and  Biitish  institutions. 

“On  yon — the  people  of  British  America— on 
your  conduct,  and  on  the  extent  of  your  co-opera- 
tion with  me,  will  mainly  depend"  whether  that 
event  shall  be  delayed  or  immediate.  I therefore 
invite  from  you  the  most  free,  unreserved  commu- 
nications. I beg  you  to  consider  me  as  a friend 
and  arbitrator;  ready  at  all  times  to  listen  to  your 
wishes,  complaints,  and  grievances,  and  fully  de- 
termined to  act  with  the  strictest  impartiality.” 

After  his  excellency  had  taken  the  oaths,  lie  gave 
orders  for  a list  of  all  the  state  prisoners  to  be  laid 
before  him  on  the  ensuing  morning. 

[New  York  New  Era, 
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Important  letter  from  Mr.  Biddle.  The  intelli- 
gence of  the  final  passage  through  the  house,  of  repre- 
sentatives of  the  joint  resolution  repealing  the  specie 
circular,  was  received  in  Philadelphia  on  Thursday, 
and  on  the  afternoon  of  that  day  the  following  letter 
from  the  president  of  the  U.  S.  Bank  was  published  in 
the  National  Gazette  of  that  city.  The  Philadelphia 
papers  of  yesterday  concur  in  expressing  the  expecta- 
tion of  an  early  resumption  of  specie  payments. 

Philadelphia , May  31,  1833. 

My  dear  sir:  In  my  letter  of  the  6th  ult.  I stated  my 
belief  that  there  could  be  no  safe  nor  permanent  re- 
sumption of  specie  payments  by  the  banks,  until  the 
policy  of  the  government  towards  them  was  changed. 

The  repeal  of  the  specie  circular  by  congress  makes 
that  change.  I see  now,  what  until  now  I have  not 
seen,  the  means  of  restoring  the  currency. 

I rejoice  very  sincerely  at  the  termination  of  this  un- 
happy controversy,  and  shall  cordially  co-operate  with 
the  government  by  promoting  what  the  banks  are,  I am 
sure,  anxious  to  effect,  an  early  resumption  of  specie 
payments  throughout  the  union. 

With  great  respect  yours, 

N.  Biddle. 

Hon.  J.  Q.  Adams,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Mexico.  Extract  of  a letter  received  from  a 
gentleman  dated 

Mexico,  May  10,  1S38. 

“An  act  was  passed  on  the  1st  instant,  by  the 
house  of  representatives,  confereing  upon  the  pre- 
sident extraordinary  powers  for  an  unlimited  time, 
excepting,  however,  the  right  to  banish,  or  take  the 
life  of  a Mexican  citizen,  save  by  process  of  law. 
Having  been  subsequently  rejected  by  the  senate, 
and  sent  back  to  the  house  of  representatives  for 
reconsideration,  it  was  passed  by  a unanimous  vote 
of  that  body,  granting  to  the  president  the  power  to 
raise  an  army  of  one  hundred  thousand'  men,  and 
the  necessary  funds,  and  to  have  resort  to  the  means 
which  he  might  deem  most  conducive  to  the  inter- 
ests of  the  nation,  and  the  requisite  to  carry  his 
plans  into  effect.  It  is  understood  that  the  portion 
of  the  priest  party  in  the  congress  which  advocated 
the  measnrein  the  first  instance,  for  the  purpose  of 
enabling  the  president  to  take  measures  called  for 
by  the  emergencies  of  the  times,  fearing  that  he 
might  extend  these  powers  to  the  confiscation  of 
church  property  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  war, 
have  withdrawn  their  support  from  the  measure, 
wishing  to  confine  his  powers  to  the  raising  ot 
funds  by  the  ordinary  mode  of  taxation.  Intelli- 
gence has  been  received  from  Yucatan  that  the 
whole  of  that  state  had  pronounced  lor  federation. 
A severe  battle  was  fought  at  Merida,  the  capital 
between  the  national  troops  and  the  militia,  six 
thousand  of  whom  had  obtained  arms  from  Balize, 
Honduras.  Four  hundred  men  perished  in  the 
conflict.”  [Globe. 


DESTRUCTION  OF  THE  STEAMBOAT  SIR 
ROBERT  PEEL. 

The  following,  which  we  find  in  the  Albany  Ar- 
gus of  Monday'  morning,  contains  the  particulars 
of  the  transaction,  alluded  to  in  our  first  page,  which, 
the  editor  of  that  print  says,  are  from  a source 
which  entitles  them  to  entire  credence: 

Watertown,  June  2,  1838. 

Dear  sir.  The  following  statement,  relative  to  the 
seizure  and  burning  of  the  British  steamboat  Sir 
Robert  Peel,  may  be  relied  on  as  correct. 

On  her  passage  up  the  St.  Lawrence  she  stopped 
at  Will’s  island,  seven  miles  below  French  Creek, 
about  2 o’clock  on  Wednesday  morning,  30th  May, 
to  take  in  a supply  of  wood.  While  she  was  doing 
this,  twenty-one — some  accounts  say  twenty-two — 
persons  entered  on  board,  armed  and  disguised, 
took  forcible  possession  of  her,  turned  the  crew  and 
passengers  on  shore,  and,  after  committing  robbery, 
set  her  on  fire,  and  she  was  burnt  to  the  water’s 
edge.  There  is  some  reason  to  fear  that  there  was 
loss  of  life,  but  this  is  not  certain. 

I do  not  learn  that  there  was  any  suspicion  here 
that  any  such  outrage  was  in  contemplation,  and 
the  news  of  it  caused  a very  general  surprise.  It 
has  been  subsequently  ascertained  that  these  ma- 
rauders had  two  encampments  on  an  island  in  the 
St.  Lawrence,  called  Abel’s  island,  lying  about 
midway  between  French  Creek  and  Well’s  island, 
at  which  they  had  rendezvoused  a short  time  be- 
fore their  attack. 

Ten  persons  have  been  already  committed  to  the 
jail  of  this  county  on  the  charge  of  having  partici- 
pated in  the  outrage.  All  these,  except  one,  are 
refugees  from  Canada.  It  is  probable  that  a few 
American  citizens  were  associated  with  them,  but 
the  perpetrators  were  mostly  persons  from  the  Bri- 
tish provinces,  and  assigned,  as  the  motive  for  de- 
stroying the  boat,  the  desire  to  retaliate  for  the  loss 
of  their  property  in  Canada. 

The  “Sir  Robert  Peel”  was  a boat  of  the  middle 
size,  new  last  year,  and  cost  about  $40,000.  Three 
quarters  of  the  boat  wrnre  owned  by  British  sub- 


jects, and  the  other  quarter  by  Mr.  Bacon,  of  Og- 
densburgh.  She  had  not  much  freight  on  board. 
The  robbers  got  considerable  money,  but  most  of 
it,  ($6,000,)  has  been  recovered,  and  is  now  in  the 
possession  of  the  civil  officers  of  this  county.  A 
commendable  degree  of  zeal  and  activity  has  been 
manifested  by  them  to  detect  and  bring  to  justice 
the  offenders.  They  will  probably  be  all  ascer- 
tained. 

This  affair,  as  it  was  natural  should  be  the  case, 
produced  great  excitement  in  Canada,  but  the  peo- 
ple of  that  province  are  becoming  satisfied  that  this 
movement  was  not  known  or  apprehended  by  our 
citizens,  except  the  few  that  were  engaged  in  it, 
that  it  is  strongly  reprobated  here,  and  that  proper 
exertions  have  been  and  will  continue  to  be  made 
among  us  to  bring  the  perpetrators  to  justice. 

In  consequence  of  the  above  outrage,  sir  George 
Arthur  has  issued  the  following  proclamation: 
Proclamation — Upper  Canada. 

By  his  excellency  sir  George  Arthur,  knight,  com- 
mander of  the  royal  Hanoverian  Guelphic  order, 
lieutenant  governor  of  the  province  of  Upper 
Canada,  major  general  commanding  her  majes- 
ty’s forces  therein,  &c.  &c. 

Whereas  information  has  this  day  been  received 
that,  on  the  thirtieth  day  instant,  the  British  steam- 
boat, Sir  Robert  Peel,  while  lying  peaceably  at  an 
American  island,  was  treacherously  attacked  by  a 
body  of  armed  ruffians  from  the  American  shore, 
set  fire  to  and  burned;  the  passengers,  among  whom 
were  defenceless  females,  wantonly  and  brutally 
insulted;  and  a large  amount  of  money,  and  other 
property  on  board  the  said  boat  was  either  plun- 
dered or  destroyed:  And  whereas  the  said  robbery 
and  outrage  cannot  fail  to  excite  feelings  of  the  ut- 
most indignation  in  the  minds  of  her  majesty’s  sub- 
jects, who  may  be  induced  thereby  to  resort  lo  acts 
of  retalliation  for  the  redress  of  injury,  without 
properly  considering  that  it  belongs  to  the  govern- 
ment of  her  majesty  to  claim  ’hat  r dress  and  to  the 
government  of  the  United  States  to  see  that  it  be 
promptly  rendered. 

The  steamboat  Sir  Robert  Peel,  with  the  persons 
and  property  on  board,  lay  at  a wharf  on  the  shore 
of  a friendly  power,  in  the  confidence  of  that  secu- 
rity which  every  civilized  nation  extends  over  the 
subjects  and  property  of  foreigners,  within  its  ter- 
ritory in  time  of  peace,  and  free  commercial  inter- 
course. 

The  government  of  the  United  States,  it  may  be 
confidently  expected,  will  vindicate  the  national 
honor,  and  feel  deeply  the  insult  which  this  act  of 
savage  and  cowardly  violence,  committed  in  the 
dead  of  night,  has  inflicted  upon  theirnation.  They 
will  not  and  cannot,  without  regard  to  national 
character,  delay  to  bring  the  criminals  to  punish- 
ment, or  to  render  to  the  injured  subjects  of  her 
majesty,  redress— though  it  be  too  late  in  this  in- 
stance to  offer  them  protection. 

The  demeanor  and  conduct  of  the  population  of 
this  province  has  been  that  of  a people  resting  se- 
curely upon  the  sanctity  of  law,  and  the  regular 
exercise  of  the  power  of  the  British  empire  of  w hich 
they  form  a part;  and  accordingly,  even  during  re- 
bellion, and  foreign  invasions,  this  country  has  not 
been  disgraced  by  any  scenes  of  individual  violence 
or  revenge,  on  the  part  of  its  loyal  inhabitants. 
The  character  which  has  thus  been  gained  to  this 
province,  has  commanded  the  admiration  of  the 
British  people — demonstrated  the  proud  superiority 
of  British  institutions — and  is  too  valuable  to  be 
sacrificed  in  the  smallest  part,  for  the  sudden  grati- 
fication of  indignant  feelings,  however,  justly  the}' 
may  have  been  aroused. 

I therefore  express  to  her  majesty’s  faithful  and 
loyal  subjects,  my  entire  confidence  in  their  digni- 
fied forbearance,  and  that  the  British  flas:  which  lias 
been  so  nobly  defended  by  them,  will  not  now  be 
stained  by  having  outiage  or  insult  offered  to  the 
persons  or  property  of  foreigners  w'ithin  its  terri- 
tory, and  under  its  protection. 

It  need  not  be  said  to  men  who  understand  the 
character  and  institutions  of  England — that  injury 
ottered  to  one  British  subject,  is  felt  by  all — and 
that  the  mutual  ties  of  duty  and  affection  w’hich 
bind  a free  and  loyal  people  and  their  sovereign  to- 
gether, give  the  strength  of  the  whole  empire  to  an 
injured  individual.  This  consideration  is  all  that 
is  necessary  to  restrain  a loyal  community  within 
becoming  bounds,  and  to  insure  their  leaving  to 
their  government  that  claim  for  redress  which  this 
unprovoked  outrage  imperatively  demands. 

Until  the  American  government  shall  have  taken 
such  measures  as  will  ensure  the  lives  and  property 
of  British  subjects  within  the  territory  of  the  United 
States  from  spoliation  and  violence,  the  utmost 
guard  and  caution  is  required  on  the  part  of  masters 
of  steamboats,  and  other  vessels,  in  entering  Ameri- 
can harbors  as  it  is  but  too  plain,  that  at  present  the 


subjects  of  her  majesty  may  be  sometimes  placed 
in  the  power  of  lawless  banditti,  when  they  imagine 
themselves  within  the  protection  and  authority  of  a 
friendly  government. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  at  arms,  at  To- 
ronto, this  thirty-first  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
eight,  and  of  her  majesty’s  reign  the  first. 

G.  Arthur. 

By  command  of  his  excellency: 

C.  A.  Hugerman,  attorney  general. 

D.  Cameron,  secretary. 

From,  the  “Globe”  of  Thursday  night. 

We  understand  that  as  soon  as  the  war  depart- 
ment learned  that  serious  apprehensions  were  en- 
tertained of  disorders  being  committed  on  the  north- 
ern frontier  by  the  Canadians  w ho  had  taken  refuge 
within  our  borders,  and  who  have  lately  shamefully 
abused  the  hospitality  extended  to  them,  the  most 
prompt  measures  were  taken  to  bring  there  what- 
ever regular  troops  could  be  drawn  from  other  sta- 
tions w ithout  imminent  risk  to  the  interests  of  the 
public  service.  From  the  temper  displayed  by 
many  of  our  citizens  on  the  Canada  borders,  and 
from  the  efforts  to  be  apprehended  from  the  Cana- 
dian refugees  to  re-establish  their  fortunes,  a large 
regular  force  is  required  on  that  frontier  to  preserve 
the  good  faith  and  maintain  the  peace  of  the  coun- 
try; and  it  is  a subject  of  deep  regret  that  there 
should  have  been  so  much  delay  in  the  house  in 
bringing  forward  the  bill,  which  has  twice  passed 
the  senale,  to  increase  the  military  force  of  the 
United  States,  and  reported  favorably  upon  by  the 
military  committee  of  the  house.  All  who  look  at 
the  defenceless  state  of  our  frontiers,  must  be  con- 
vinced of  the  absolute  and  immediate  necessity  of 
the  passage  of  this  bill.  Not  only  is  it  demanded 
by  a due  regard  for  the  safety  and  honor  of  the 
country,  but  it  is  recommended  by  every  considera- 
tion of  enlightened  economy.  To  be  compelled  on 
every  trifling  outbreak  to  authorize  the  employ- 
ment of  volunteers,  occasions  an  expenditure  of 
money  which,  in  the  most  ample  state  of  the  trea- 
sury, cannot  fail  to  be  burdensome;  and  which,  un- 
der present  circumstances,  is  ruirous.  It  is,  be- 
sides, drawing  from  their  agricultural  pursuits  a 
large  body  of  our  most  useful  citizens,  lor  the  per- 
formance of  duties  extremely  onerous  to  them  and 
injurious  to  the  best  interests  of  the  nation.  It  is, 
therefore,  to  be  hoped  that  an  early  day  will  be  de- 
voted to  the  consideration  of  this  most  important 
subject. 

DEBATE  IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESEN- 
TATIVES, 

Friday,  May  25,  on  a message  received  from  the  pre- 
sident explanatory  of  the  objectionable  papers  which 
accompanied  a former  message  in  relation  to  the 
introduction  of  foreign  paupers  into  the  United 
States. 

The  reports  of  committees  having  been  received, 
the  next  business  coming  up  in  order  was  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  moved  by  Mr.  Cambr'deng  this 
morning  (after  the  receipt  of  the  message  transmit- 
ting the  explanatory  letter  of  Secretary  Woodbu- 
ry:) 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  to  which  the  pa- 
pers alluded  to  in  the  said  message  have  been  refer- 
red, be  discharged  from  the  consideration  thereof, 
and  that  they  be  withdrawn  from  the  files,  and1  re- 
turned to  the  president. 

Mr.  Hoffman,  who  was  now'  in  his  seat,  (not  hav- 
ing reached  the  house  at  the  time  the  message  was 
read.)  rose,  and  said  that  he  understood  that, during 
his  absence,  a communication  had  been  received 
from  the  president  of  the  United  States  having  an 
important  bearing  on  the  resolution  he  had  offered. 
It  would  be  remembered  by  the  house  that,  at  the 
time  he  offered  the  resolution,  he  had  expressed  the 
hope,  nay,  the  confident  belief,  that  the  president 
never  could  have  authorized  the  transmission  to  this 
body  of  document  so  offensive  in  their  character 
as  those  to  W'hich  the  resolution  referred;  and  it 
now  gave  him  cordial  pleasure  to  say  that,  having 
perused,the  communication  at  the  clerk’s  table,  he 
was  now  enabled  to  say  that  the  president  stood 
perfectly  and  completely  exonerated  from  all  blame 
in  the  transaction.  It  was  manifest  that  the  presi- 
dent had  been  imposed  on  by  placing  too  great  con- 
fidence in  his  heads  of  departfnents.  When  he 
found  what  sort  of  communications  had  been  sent 
to  the  house,  he  probably  called  upon  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  to  furnish  the  reasons  why  papers 
of  this  character  had  been  made  to  accompany  his 
message,  and  the  house  had  received  a communi- 
cation from  that  officer,  which,  while  it  completely 
exonerated  the  president  from  all  intention  to  insult 
the  house  by  transmitting  such  documents  in  reply 
to  its  call,  left  the  whole  blame  on  the  head  of  his 
secretary.  The  secretary,  it  seemed,  had  reported 
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to  tlie  president  that  various  communications  on 
the  subject  of  the  importation  of  paupers  had  for 
years  been  received  at  the  department,  some  in 
writing,  others  in  print,  and  some  by  personal  con- 
versation. These  papers  had,  without  any  critical 
examination,  been  ordered  to  be  placed  on  the  files 
of  the  department,  and  from  thence  had  been  trans- 
mitted to  the  house  without  being  looked  into. — 
But  by  whom  had  papers  of  this  character  been 
sent?  What  confidential  friend  of  the  secretary 
was  it  who  had  furnished  him  with  extracts  of  this 
kind,  which  could  only  furnish  aliment  to  the  most 
corrupt  and  morbid  passions,  and  which  were  full, 
from  one  end  to  the  other,  of  the  most  libellous  and 
ribald  abuse  on  the  corporate  authorities  of  a great 
city,  and  on  respectable  and  worthy  men  by  name? 
How  did  it  happen  that  documents  like  these  were 
ordered  to  be  placed  on  the  files  of  one  of  the  de- 
partments of  this  government?  Did  this  secretary 
of  the  treasury  mean  to  make  his  department  a de- 
pository of  all  the  revolting  libels  daily  poured  forth 
by  the  lowest  presses  of  a party?  Were  produc- 
tions like  these  placed  there  without  being  read? 
Had  they  been  read,  or  even  glanced  at,  the  nature 
of  their  contents  could  not  for  a moment  have  been 
mistaken;  and  what  right,  then,  had  the  secretary 
to  direct  such  personal  calumnies  to  be  put  on  the 
files  of  the  government? 

But  again:  What  had  the  president  been  request- 
ed to  send  to  the  house:  He  had  been  called  upon 

to  furnish  it,  not  with  matters  of  loose  suspicion,  not 
with  scurrilous  extracts  taken  fioin  the  newspapers, 
but  with  information,  with  authentic  facts,  which 
should  form  a basis  for  legislative  action.  Thus 
called  upon,  the  president  very  properly  referred  to 
the  head  of  the  department;  and  the  secretary  was 
thus  placed  in  a solemn  and  responsible  attitude. 
He  was  required  to  perform  a weighty  and  impor- 
tant duty  to  the  representatives  of  the  American 
people.  And  what  does  he  do?  Without  exami- 
nation, and,  as  it  would  appear,  without  reading  or 
the  slightest  inspection,  he  transmits  to  the  presi- 
dent, and  the  president  to  the  house,  as  a founda- 
tion for  its  action,  extracts  from  the  lowest  party 
newspapers,  filled  with  base  and  scurrilous  abuse 
of  individuals.  Mr.  H.  called  upon  the  house  to 
pause  upon  a fact  of  this  kind,  and  to  consider  what 
degree  of  reliance  could  hereafter  be  placed  on  of- 
ficial communications  from  a department.  When 
a document  came  to  the  house  bearing  the  official 
stamp  of  the  head  of  a department,  the  house  had 
been  in  the  habit  of  receiving  it  as  entitled  to  con- 
sideration and  worthy  of  credit;  but  what  became 
of  all  such  confidence  if  papers  were  officially  com- 
municated without  being  read  or  looked  at,  and 
without  ascertaining  the  fact  that  they  impeached 
the  personal  characterof  members  of  the  communi- 
ty as  respectable  in  all  points  of  view,  as  the  hon- 
orable secretary  himself;  nay,  without  knowing 
whether  thpy  did  not  contain  a libel  on  members 
of  the  house,  and  on  the  very  member  who  had  ori- 
ginated the  call?  If  a secretary  could  transmit  a 
paper  which  impeached,  in  the  grossest  manner, 
the  chief  magistrate  of  one  of  our  greatest  cities,  a 
citizen  who  had  twice  received  the  public  testimo- 
nial of  the  approbation  of  his  fellow-citizens,  and 
which  heaped  similar  abuse  on  others  of  the  con- 
stituted authorities  of  that  city’s  municipal  govern- 
ment, because  they  were  the  friends  of  an  honest 
and  disinterested  party,  (the  Native  American,) 
why  might  it  not  have  impeached  the  very  member 
who  called  for  information?  Mr.  H.  rejoiced  for 
the  honor  of  his  station  and  of  the  country  that  the 
president  stood  completely  exonerated  in  the  mat- 
ter. But,  in  an  honest  and  strict  regard  to  the  vio- 
lated privileges  of  the  house,  and  for  the  abused 
and  outraged  character  of  his  own  constituents,  he 
could  not  but  express  his  astonishment  and  indig- 
nation that  the  head  of  the  department  should  dare 
thus  to  insult  and  trifle  with  that  house.  This  oc- 
currence threw  a light  strong  and  clear,  on  the 
mode  in  which  the  duties  of  that  department  were 
performed.  It  showed  how  important  matters  were 
entirely  entrusted  to  clerks  and  subordinate  agents. 
Mr.  H.,  in  conclusion,  said  he  should  not  object 
that  these  papers  should  be  withdrawn  by  the  pre- 
sident, but  he  trusted  that  what  had  occurred  on 
this  occasion  would  read  his  secretary  such  a les- 
son, that  documents  like  these  should  never  again 
be  sent  to  that  house.  If  the  papers  werewith- 
drawn,  he  hoped  that  they  would  not  be  left  on 
print  among  the  archieves  of  this  house,  as  the  re- 
corded slanders  of  a party  press. 

Mr.  Dromgoole  suggested  that  it  would  be  a more 
regular  course  to  lay  the  communication  of  the 
president  and  its  accompanying  documents  on  the 
table,  and  order  them  to  be  piinted,  that  thus  the 
explanation  of  this  unpleasant  transaction  might  go 
with  it  to  the  country. 

Mr.  Whittlesey  inquired  of  the  chair  whether, 
should  the  pending  resolution  be  adopted,  the  of- 


fensive document  would  be  bound  up  in  the  volume 
of  executive  communcations? 

The  Chair  replied  that  ordinarily  they  would; 
but  under  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  present 
case,  the  clerk  had  stated  to  him  that  he  should  not 
order  them  to  be  bound  up,  but  would  send  back 
the  message  and  documents  to  be  reprinted,  with 
the  omission  of  those  now  objected  to. 

Mr.  Atherton  said,  if  he  had  rightly  understood 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Adams,) 
that  gentleman  was  of  opinion  that  both  the  pre- 
sident and  secretary  had  relieved  themselves  from 
all  suspicion  of  purposing  to  do  any  thing  deroga- 
tory to  the  dignity  of  the  house,  and  he  was  sorry 
to  hear,  from  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  the  expression  of  a different  opinion. 
He  could  not  conceive  that  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  was  placed  in  a different  position  when 
deceived  by  placing  too  great  confidence  in  his 
clerks,  from  that  in  which  the  president  stood  by 
placing  too  great  confidence  in  his  secretary.  It 
was  well  known  to  every  gentleman  atfall  acquaint- 
ed with  the  course  of  public  business,  that  the 
heads  of  departments  must  of  necessity,  trust  in  a 
great  measure  totheirclerks.  What  was  this  case? 
In  1836,  a resolution  passed  the  senate,  directing 
the  secretary  of  the  treasuary  to  collect  information 
from  various  sources  as  to  the  importation  of 
foreign  paupers  into  the  United  States.  In  reply 
to  circulars  from  the  department,  information  came 
in  various  shapes  into  the  office, and  was  then  placed 
on  file  by  the  clerks.  It  was  probably  examined 
only  so  far  as  to  find  to  what  general  subject  it  re- 
lated. When  the  call  was  made  by  the  house,  the 
secretary  ordered  his  clerk  to  gather  these  papers 
together,  and  without  particularly  examining  them, 
he  transmitted  them  the  house.  He  was  sorry  that 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  had  indulged  in  lan- 
guage which  seemed  to  imply  that  the  secretary  of 
the  Treasuary  had  intentionally  sent  an  offensive 
libel  to  the  house.  He  believed  it  was  admitted  on 
all  hands  that  if  there  w'as  any  thing  for  which  that 
officer  was  distinguished,  it  was  for  assiduity  and 
industry  in  the  labors  of  his  station.  It  w’as  well 
known  that  he  never  shrunk  from  any  toil  in  the 
discharge  of  his  official  duty;  and  he  trusted  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  would  retract  any  lan- 
guage which  implied  that  the  secretary  was  negli- 
gent and  shrank  from  bending  all  the  energies  of 
his  mind  to  the  trust  confided  to  him.  He  was 
truly  sorry  to  hear  the  course  of  remark  from 
that  gentleman.  He  could  not  conceive  why  the 
secretary  was  more  chargeable  with  blame  than 
the  president  and  he  thought  it  was  honorable  and 
candid  in  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  so 
promptly  to  exonerate  both. 

Mr.  Bnggs  said  that  there  had  been,  yesterday, 
hut  one  sentiment  in  the  house  as  to  the  character 
of  two  of  the  documents  which  had  been  sent  with 
the  president’s  message,  and  he  believed  there  was 
but  one  opinion  now  relative  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  president  had  met  the  question.  The 
president  had  frankly  told  the  house  that  those  pa- 
pers were  of  such  a character  that,  had  he  been 
apprized  of  it,  he  never  would  have  sent  them  to 
the  house.  Mr.  B.  was  sorry  to  say  that  the  letter 
of  the  secretary  was  by  no  means  so  satisfactory. 
The  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  (Mr.  Ather- 
ton) had  alluded  to  the  authority  under  which  the 
secretary  had  proceeded  to  collect  information  on 
the  subject  of  foreign  paupers.  The  senate’s  reso- 
lution had  directed  him  to  call  upon  custom-house 
officers  and  foreign  consuls. 

[Mr.  B.  was  here  reminded,  by  some  member, 
that  the  words  “other  sources  of  information”  were 
also  added.] 

Mr.  B.  admitted  this;  but  here  were  extracts 
from  a newspaper  sent  to  the  department,  not  by 
any  individual  officially  called  upon,  but,  as  the  se- 
cretary informed  the  house,  “by  somebody  who  felt 
an  interest  in  the  subject,”  and,  on  this  authority, 
were  permitted  to  go  on  the  files  of  the  department. 
And  what  did  the  secretary  say  in  his  communica- 
tion concerning  these  infamous  papers?  He  utter- 
ed not  a word  of  disapproval  of  their  contents. — 
He  tells  the  house,  that,  in  the  pressure  of  busi- 
ness, documents  had  been  sent,  in  which  objection- 
able remarks  were  “mingled”  with  information 
sent.  Now,  did  these  papers  contain  a single  sen- 
tence of  information?  A single  word  that  was  re- 
levant to  the  inquiry?  Were  they  not  full  ot  the 
rankest  abuse  of  individuals?  Yet,  Mr.  Secretary 
tells  the  house,  that  “concerning  the  correctness  of 
those  statements  the  department  knows  nothing.” 
Was  it  possible  that  the  head  of  the  department  did 
not  know  whether  such  communications  were  cor- 
rect or  not?  Could  he  not  say,  at  a glance,  that 
they  were  incorrect  in  the  highest  degree?  Not  a 
word  was  stated  as  to  how  such  papers  got  into  the 
department;  or  when  or  from  whom  they  were  re- 
ceived; nor  was  the  slightest  disappointment  ex- 


pressed in  regard  to  them.  Under  these  circum- 
stances. Mr.  B.  could  not  but  consider  the  commu- 
nication of  the  secretary  as  unsatisfactory. 

Mr.  Cushman  inquired  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  (Mr.  Russell)  who  was  at  the  head  of 
the  committee  on  this  subject  of  foreign  paupers, 
whether,  when  he  offered  the  resolution  calling  for 
this  information,  he  did  not  know  that  these  news- 
paper communications  were  then  on  file. 

Mr.  Russell  said  that,  after  presenting  a memori- 
al praying  for  a revision  of  our  naturalization  laws, 
he  had  ottered  a resolution  calling  on  the  secretary 
of  state  lor  such  information  as  was  in  that  depart- 
ment respecting  the  introduction  ot  foreign  paupers 
into  our  cities.  In  answer  to  this  call,  the  secreta- 
ry of  state  informed  the  house  that  he  had  not  the 
means  of  obtaining  the  information  sought.  He, 
however,  stated  that  there  were  certain  communi- 
cations which  had  passed  betw-een  the  agents  of 
this  government  and  the  agents  of  foreign  nations 
touching  the  emigration  of  certain  classes  to  this 
country;  but  as  all  such  correspondence  was  under 
the  immediate  direction  of  the  president,  he  was 
not  authorized  to  send  it. 

Mr.  R.  had  then  drawn  up  a resolution,  carefully 
guarded,  requesting  this  information,  and  inquiring 
vyhat  steps  had  been  taken  to  prevent  the  introduc- 
tion of  that  class  of  foreign  emigrants  who  were 
complained  of  as  becoming  so  burdensome  to  our 
community.  Pie  had  no  knowledge  whatever  of 
the  existence  of  such  documents  as  had  been  sent 
till  he  found  them  upon  his  table. 

Mr.  Cushman  read  the  instruction  of  the  senate 
in  1836,  and  expressed  great  regret  that  any  cen- 
sure should  have  been  cast  on  the  secretary.  Gen- 
tlemen were  all  aw'are  of  the  extreme  pressure  on 
the  department,  and  the  impracticability  of  the  se- 
cretary’s examining  every  paper  sent  for  by  con- 
gress. He  must,  of  necessity,  trust  to  his  clerks. 
The  president  had  acknowledged,  with  the  utmost 
candor,  the  mistake  which  had  occurred.  So  had 
the  secretary.  Then  why  this  attempt  to  heap  cen- 
sure upon  him?  He  hoped  that  gentlemen  would 
exhibit  a more  charitable  temper,  and  would  be 
governed  by  the  golden  maxim  of  doing  as  they 
would  be  done  by. 

Mr.  Hoffman  regretted  to  trespass  on  the  time  of 
the  house,  but  felt  it  his  duty  to  reply  to  the  re- 
marks w'hich  had  fallen  from  the  two  gentlemen 
from  New  Hampshire,  (Mr.  Atherton  and  Mr. 
Cushman.)  The  former  of  these  gentlemen  had 
commenced  his  speech  with  an  eulogy  upon  the 
secretary;  with  all  that  Mr.  H.  was  not  disposed  to 
find  fault.  He  had  the  authority  of  Shakspeare  for 
sayingthat  “if  was  a most  beneficent  peacemaker.” 
If  the  honorable  secretary  was  distinguished  for 
any  thing,  it  was  for  his  great  industry.  The  gen- 
theman  had  asked  why  Mr.  H.  had  distingiashed 
between  the  cases  of  the  president  and  his  secta- 
ry. The  president  was  in  the  habit  of  transmitting 
to  the  house  documents  officially  submitted  to  him 
by  his  htads  of  departments.  They  were  submit- 
ted in  a mass,  and  so  sent  to  the  house;  but  the 
gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  must  remember 
that  these  newspaper  slips  had  each  been  sent, 
singly  and  by  itself,  from  some  confidential  friend 
and  correspondent.  It  could  scarce  be  but  that  the 
secretary  must  have  found  leisure,  during  some  in- 
terval in  the  morning,  or  at  noon,  or  in  the  evening, 
to  read  them.  He  said  that  they  were  then  order- 
ed to  be  placed  on  file;  but  why?  How  could  he 
direct  that  such  documents  should  be  placed  on  the 
files  of  his  department? 

[Mr.  Atherton  replied  that  it  was  the  custom  of 
the  department  to  file  all  documents  received.] 

Indeed?  Was  every  newspaper  sent  to  the  de- 
partment, however  irrelevant  to  the  public  busi- 
ness, and  however  teeming  with  a tissue  of  libels 
against  respectable  people,  placed  on  file  amongst 
the  papers  of  the  department?  If  Mr.  H.  should 
send  the  secretary,  to-morrow,  newspapers  full  of 
party  abuse,  would  they  be  placed,  without  read- 
ing or  consideration,  among  the  public  archives? 
If  this  was  the  established  rule,  the  government 
would  soon  want  another  treasury  building.  The 
new  one  would  not  be  large  enough  to  hold  the  li- 
bels that  would  be  poured  info  it.  If  it  was  to  be- 
come a receptacle  of  matter  of  this  description,  the 
burning  of  the  treasury  ought  to  be  hailed  as  a 
blessing,  and  not  a misfortune;  and  it  was  well  sug- 
gested by  a gentleman  near  him  that  it  would  not 
be  surprising  if  documents  like  these  should  pro- 
duce spontaneous  combustion.  [A  laugh.] 

The  other  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  (Mr. 
Cushman)  is  greatly  surprised  and  grieved  that  I 
should  have  dealt  in  harsh  epithets  in  regard  to  so 
meritorious  a public  officer  as  the  honorable  secre- 
tary. Now  Mr.  H.  would  appeal  to  the  house — 
nay,  to  the  gentleman  himself — to  say  whether  he 
had  indulged  in  any  harsh  or  opprobrious  epithets 
towards  the  secretary?  What  he  had  said  he  had 
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said  ol  his  conduct  in  this  affair.  Mr.  H.’s  busi- 
ness was  not  with  the  man,  but  -with  the  thing. 
He  cared  not  for  the  secretary  in  this  matter,  but 
'or  his  acts;  and  could  he  not  hold  up  to  public  re- 
probation an  official  act,  without  bing  charged 
with  using  injurious  epithets  concerning  the  man 
who  was  guilty  of  it?  This  charge  reminded  him 
of  one  which  was  brought  in  the  house  of  burgess- 
es in  Virginia  against  Virginia’s  orator  and  states- 
man, Patrick  Henry.  The  words  of  power  which 
fell  from  that  unparalleled  debater  on  that  occasion 
had  first  been  read  by  Mr.  H.  in  his  youth,  and 
they  had  ever  since  lived  in  his  mind.  Patrick 
Henry  had  been  censured  for  animadverting  with 
so  ne  freedom  on  the  conduct  of  a high  officer  of 
state.  His  answer  was,  “Yes;  even  from  that 
great  man,  whose  valor  and  prudence  gave  us  our 
independence,  would  I demand  the  reasons  for  his 
public  acts.  The  very  independence  he  gave  me 
teaches  me  that  I ought  to  demand  them.”  Could 
the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  believe  that  a 
representative  on  that  floor,  whose  constituents  had 
been  grossly  and  insultingly  assailed  in  a public 
document  sent  to  the  house  from  an  executive  de- 
partment, dare  not  speak  of  such  an  act  as  it  de- 
served, lest  he  should  be  accused  of  disrespectful 
epithets  toward  the  secretary  of  the  treasury?  The 
gentleman  was  too  pure  a patriot  himself  to  hold 
suen  a sentiment.  Mr.  H.  should  continue  to  con- 
demn the  act  of  the  secretary  in  sending  such  vile 
papers  to  this  house,  and  he  here  protested  against 
its  being  drawn  into  precedent  hereafter. 

He  again  inquired  of  the  Chair  whether,  should 
the  resolution  be  adopted,  these  documents  (Nos. 
7 and  8)  would  remain  on  the  printed  files  of  this 
house? 

Tlie  Chair  again  stated  that  the  cljrk  would  see 
that  they  were  not  bound  up  in  the  volumes  of  ex- 
ecutive communications. 

Mr.  Calhoun , of  M issachnsetts,  wished  to  make 
an  inquiry  of  the  chairman  of  the  select  commit- 
tee, ( Mr.  Russell.)  The  gentleman  from  New 
Hampshire  (Mr.  Atherton)  had  lauded  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  for  his  industry,  and  his  criti- 
cal attention  to  the  duties  of  his  place.  In  the 
present  case,  he  believed  that  these  document- 
were  almost  the  only  papers  accompanying  the 
message,  «ave  one  o"  two  of  little  consequence. 
Now,  if  the  honorable  secretary  was  so  extremely 
attentive  and  laborious,  how  did  it  happen  that  he 
had  not  lo  deed  at  these  documents  before  he  sent 
them  here?  The  inquiry  he  wished  to  put  to  the 
honorable  chairman  of  the  select  committee  (Mr. 
Russel!)  was  this:  had  these  documents  been  sent 
to  that  committee  in  the  usual  written  form,  attest- 
ed by  the  signature  of  the  proper  officer  to  give 
thmn  authenticity?  or  did  they  consist  of  mere 
scraps  cut  out  from  newspapers? 

Mr.  Russell  replied,  and  produced  the  documents 
as  sent:  one  was  from  a newspaper  printed  in  New 
York,  and  called  the  “Truth  Teller;”  the  other 
was  a fragment,  cut  out  from  a newspappr,  which, 
from  its  appearance,  seemed  to  have  been  taken 
from  another  number  of  the  same  paper.  There 
were  no  designations,  save  some  marks  upon  the 
margin,  to  induce  the  belief  that  they  were  public 
documents  officially  communicated. 

Mr.  Calhoun  resumed,  and  expressed  his  regret 
amt  mortification  at  the  disclosure  thus  made;  it 
refl.'cted  little  credit  on  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury. That  officer  stood  before  the  house,  in  this 
transaction,  in  no  very  desirable  light.  This  was 
the  first  time  he  had  ever  known  papers  to  be  thus 
sent;  he  trusted  it  was  the  first  and  the-  last  time 
that  scraps  cut  out  of  newspapers  would  be  sent 
by  the  head  of  a department  in  reply  to  a call  of 
that  body.  It  was  an  act  of  charity  to  believe  that 
the  secretary  neversaw  these  vile  communications; 
if  he  did,  the  offence  was  an  atrocious  one;  if  he 
did  not,  he  was  neglectful  of  his  duty,  and  forget- 
ful of  the  relation  in  which  he  stood  to  that  house. 
Mr.  C.  regretted  this,  for  the  sake  of  the  character 
of  the  government  and  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Menejee  said  that  no  one  could  have  been 
shocked  more  than  himself,  by  the  communication 
to  this  house,  by  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
of  the  offensive  documents  to  which  the  resolution 
of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr  Hoffman) 
related.  Such  a procedure  on-  the  part  of  the 
executive  undoubtedly  demanded  the  instant  notice 
of  the  house  of  representatives;  and,  in  the  absence 
of  an  instant  explanation  their  marked  reproba- 
tion. That  notice  was  attracted  and  explanation 
demanded  by  the  resolution;  but  I must  suppose 
all  reprobation  to  have  been  averted  by  the  mes- 
sage which  the  house  has  this  morning  received 
from  the  president,  in  which  he  states  that  the 
communication  to  the  house  of  the  exceptionable 
documents  was  not  intentional.  For  myself,  I am 
fully  satisfied  with  this  explanation;  and  do  not, 
therefore,  require  the  supplicatory  appeals  on  the 


part  ot  the  friends  of  the  president  lor  an  exten-  i 
sion  to  him  of  the  charity  of  the  house.  I extend 
to  him  what  is  more  substantial  than  charity— jus- 
tice; and  justice  simply,  in  my  opinion,  is  all  that 
is  requisite  to  his  defence  under  such  circum- 
stances. 

This,  sir,  is  but  an  instance  of  inattention  to 
duty,  or  its  violation,  in  one  of  the  executive  de- 
partments, by  a subordinate  officer,  whose  powers 
and  duties  are  assigned  by  law — the  president 
neither  knowing  nor  participating.  The  just 
ground  of  complaint  against  the  president,  in  such 
a case,  is  the  continuance  in  office  of  the  subordi- 
nate after  the  delinquency  is  known,  rather  than 
the  original  delinquency  itself. 

It  must  be  acknowledged,  however,  that  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  judged  in  this 
instance  by  his  ozen  principles  of  presidential  re- 
sponsibility, has  no  right  to  demand,  nor  perhaps 
even  a decent  pretext  for  asking,  the  exoneration 
which  has  been  thus  promptly  conceded;  and  I 
cannot  allow  to  pass,  unimproved,  an  occasion  so 
appropriate  for  inviting  the  attention  of  the  house 
to  what  those  principles  are— a task  of  no  diffi 
culty,  as  it  consists  merely  in  a reference  to  a 
document  of  no  great  antiquity,  in  which  they 
are  embodied  in  the  most  authentic  form. 

On  the  17th  of  April,  1834,  sir,  the  then  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  whose  principles  and 
opinions  arp.  by  adoption,  those  of  the  now  presi- 
dent. promulgated  to  the  nation  a paper  among  the 
most  celebrated  in  its  history:  I mean  his  “solen  n 
protest  ” of  that  date,  addressed  to  the  senate  of 
the  United  States.  In  that  remarkable  state  paper, 
the  origin  and  history  of  which  it  is  nuedless  now 
to  review,  are  expressed  fully,  the  principles  of 
that  period,  as  enteitairwd  by  that  party,  in  regard 
to  executive  responsibility  for  the  conduct  of  su 
bordinafe  officers.  Nor  w«s  that  paper  a mere  ab- 
stract declaration  of  principles.  It  was,  on  tie 
contrary,  a practical  display  of  principles,  in  up- 
holding a high  executive  act ; the  highest,  indeed, 
and  the  most  high  handed  executive  act  that  disfi- 
gures our  history.  What  are  those  principles? 

That  “the  whole  executive  power ” is  “ vested  in  the 
president that  “Ac  is  responsible  for  its  exercise 
that  all  subordinate  officers  are  but  agents  and  in- 
struments “/o  aid  him  in  the  performance  of  his  du- 
ties;” that  the  power  of  removal  and  appointment 
“is  an  original  executive  power;"  and  that  for  the 
conduct  of  all  executive  officers,  “Ihe  pi esirlenl  is 
responsible"— all,  in  turn,  being  “responsible  to 
him.” 

Now’,  sir,  in  a land  of  laws  under  a limited  con- 
stitution. these  must  he  admitted  to  be  extraordina- 
ry  doctrines;  which  is  not  rav  present  purpose  to 
expose,  hut  merely,  by  referring  to  them,  to  show 
what  they  are. 

Executive  unity  was  claimed,  with  all  the  quali- 
ties of  individuality?  and  tlie  thousands  of  execu- 
tive officers  in  the  civil,  military,  and  naval  ser- 
vice, in  peace  a id  in  war,  at  home  and  abroad,  on 
sea  and  land,  in  all  their  ramifications  of  govern- 
ment, u'ere  hut  bones  and  sinews,  and  muscles  and 
nerves,  of  that  vast  constitutional  unit  of  which 
they  were  parts — the  president  the  whole!  They 
were  the  eyes  bv  which  he  saw,  the  ears  by  which 
he  heard,  the  nerves  by  which  he  felt,  and  the 
hones,  sinews,  and  musclps  by  which  Ac  moved  foiv- 
ard,  and,  sir,  by  which  he  struck!  Tlie  president, 
as  the  sensorium,  directing  all,  moving  all,  respon- 
sible for  all! 

This  was  the  doctrine  maintained  when  an  at- 
tempt was  made  to  hold  a high  executive  officer 
(the  secretary  of  the  treasury)  responsible  to  the 
law,  in  a most  critical  period  ol'  our  public  affairs. 
Th°  president  interposed  himself  as  the  whole,  un- 
divided, indivisible,  executive,  responsible  for  the 
conduct  of  all  his  aids  in  the  performance  of  his  du- 
ties! He  demanded  to  be  heid  responsible  for  their 
delinquencies!  In  the  career  which  that  remarka- 
ble man  was  then  running,  he  sought,  with  avidity, 
the  responsibility  oi'atoning  for  all  the  sms,  if  but  al- 
lowed the  pleasure  of  wielding  all  the  power,  of  the 
w’hole  executive  department. 

Yet,  now,  the  president  who  represents  these 
principles,  and  is  committed  to  the  execution  of 
them,  claims  of  the  house  exoneration  from  respon- 
sibi  ity  for  an  acknoudedged  delinquency  of  the 
head  of  an  executive  department!  and  of  the  same 
department! 

It  is  well,  I think,  sir,  to  revert  occasionally  to 
the  doctrines  of  ypsterday;  it  inspires  circumspec- 
tion in  the  aefors  of  to-morrow.  In  the  present  in- 
stance, there  appears  to  be  a striking  propriety  in 
drawing,  though  rapidly,  across  the  vision  of  the 
president  a picture  of  the  past.  It  may  serve  to 
convince  him  that  it  is  given  to  but  few  to  demol 
ish  a free  constitution  and  erect  out.  of  its  strewn 
fragments  an  ex1  cutive  stronghold  so  stupendous 
as  that  erected,  in  practice,  by  his  predecessor. 


Sir,  without  expressing  any  opinion  lespecting 
the  secretary  of  tlie  treasury  or  others,  I wholly 
exculpate  the  president,  ami  do  not,  in  a case  like 
this,  clioo-e  to  withhold  a public  expression  of  tlie 
gratification  which  his  late  message  ha«  afforded. 

1 recognise  in  that  act,  with  profound  satisfaction, 
the  prompt  performance  of  what  was  due,  in  my 
opinion,  to  the  private  citizen,  to  the  house  ol  rep- 
resentatives, and  to  a chief  magistrate  of  the  Unit- 
ed ISates. 

Mr.  Sibley , of  New  York,  expressed  his  entire 
concurrence  in  the  sentiments  ofgratification  which 
had  fallen  from  his  coileage,  (Mr.  Horfman,)  at  the 
course  proposed  by  the  president  in  his  message  of 
this  morning.  For  the  reputation  of  the  chief  ma- 
gistrate, and  the  honor  of  the  country,  I am  glad 
(said  Mr.  S.)  that  permission  to  withdraw  the  ex- 
traordinary and  onensive  matter  appended  to  his 
message  of  the  11th  instant  has  been  so  promptly 
granted,  and  granted  with  entire  unanimity.  No 
member  of  the  house  car.  wish  to  see  it  degraded  by 
b»coming  the  medium  of  transmitting  to  the  coun- 
try tlie  grossest  libels  of  a partisan  press  upon  the 
characters  of  private  citizens  or  the  constituted  au- 
thorities of  a municipal  corporation.  No  citizen  of 
this  country  can  be  willing  to  see  this  hall  convert- 
ed into  a tecord  office  for  matter  of  that  sort.  I 
am  glad,  sir,  1 hat  the  good  woi k of  lustration  is  be- 
gun, and  I shall  be  phased  to  see  it  extended  to 
another  document,  emanating  lioin  the  san.e 
source,  now  lying  upon  your  table,  and  soon  to  bo 
bound  i p amungst  the  enduring  records  of  the  go- 
vernment. 

I allude,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  that  part  of  the  pre- 
sident’s annual  message  communicated  to  us  at 
the  commencement  of  the  session,  in  which  he 
arraigns,  before  the  country  and  the  vvoild.  the  in- 
tentions and  integrity  of  a large  portion  of  the  cit- 
izens ot  the  state  which  I have  the  honor  in  part  to 
represent. 

That  part  of  the  recent  message  which  the  pre- 
sident now  asks  leave  to  withdraw,  assails  the  rep- 
utations of  onlv  a few  individuals  residing  at  the 
metropolis  of  ihe  state,  and  with  much  ribald  per- 
sonal abuse  it  mingles  some  strictures  upon  Ihe 
public-  and  official  conduct  of  the  gentlemen  named. 
I look  upon  this  latter  feature  as  constituting  some 
mitigation  of  the  otherwise  atrocious  nature  ol  the 
whole  production;  for.  in  relation  to  the  official  con- 
duct of  public  men,  I hold  to  the  right  ol  the  sever- 
est scrutiny, and  the  freest  animadversion  ol  speech 
and  of  the  press. 

But,  sir,  that  portion  of  the  annua!  message 
which  I w ould  also  give  the  pri  sident  permission 
to  w ithdraw  is  far  rno.e  general  and  expansive  in 
its  assaults  upon  the  character  of  our  rounfiy.  It 
involves  the  political  purity  and  personal  indepen- 
dence of  multitudes  of  men  in  all  p :rfs  of  the  state 
ot  New  York;  of  men  in  ‘.he  quiet  and  retired 
walks  of  life,  occupying  no  public  station,  exercis- 
ing no  delegated  trust,  and  in  no  wise  accountable 
to  any  officer,  high  nr  low,  of  the  federal  government 
for  !he  considerations  which  may  influence  them 
in  the  exercise  of  their  original  independent  sove- 
reignty. 

In  reference  to  the  then  recent  election  in  New 
York,  and  for  the  purpose  ol  inducing  us  to  disre- 
gard that  expression  of  popular  sentiment  in  our 
deliberations  upon  the  leading  and  favorite  measure 
of  the  executive,  the  president  has  seen  fit  labor — 
iri  warv  and  ambiguous  phrase,  but  with  conclu- 
sions that  have  not  been,  and  cannot  be.  misunder- 
stood— *o  hiing  the  representa’ives  ol  the  people 
to  believe  that  a large  majority  of  the  independent 
electors  of  that  state,  unmindful  of  the  great  inter- 
ests staked  noon  our  action,  had  cast  their  ballots 
in  base  subserviency  to  what  he  is  pleased  to  call, 
in  that  message,  “the  already  overgrown  influence 
of  corporate  authorities.” 

[Mr.  Taylor  rose  lo  a question  of  ordpr.  He 
asked  if  it  was  now  in  order  to  discuss  the  annual 
message?] 

If  (continued  Mr.  S.)  my  colleague  will  indulge 
me  for  a few  moments,  he  will  perceive  that  my 
remarks  do  not  violate  any  rule  of  order,  or  that  I 
shall  present  to  him  a better  opportunity  of  raising 
that  question  when  I come  to  offer  an  amendment 
to  the  resolution  under  consideration. 

[The  chair  suggested  that  Mr.  S.  should  now 
send  up  his  proposed  amendment.] 

It  is  my  intention,  sir,  to  offer  such  an  amend- 
ment before  I close;  but  I wish  to  introduce  it  with 
a few  preliminary  observations  explanatory  of  its 
character  and  object;  and.  not  intending  to  trouble 
the  house  again,  I shall  be  willing,  with  the  per- 
mission of  the  chair,  to  avail  myself  of  the  present 
-peaking  to  assign  some  reasons  for  the  adoption  of 
ihe  amendment,  when  it  shall  be  offered. 

I was  proceeding,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  point  out  the 
exceptionable  pails  of  the  annual  message  to  w hich 
my  amendment,  if  in  order,  may  be  applicable. 
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The  seventh  page  of  that  document  represents  to 
our  consideration,  in  a short  paragraph  or  two,  the 
famous  '•sub-treasury  scheme.”  But,  no  sooner 
does  it  give  us  a glimpse  of  its  hidden  mysteries — 
scarcely  is  our  vision  prepared  to  gaze  into  its  dark 
recesses — when,  as  if  iearlul  that  our  footsteps 
might  turn  from  its  gloomy  passages  into  the  brigh- 
ter path  to  which  public  sentiment  had  directed 
th'in,  the  president  begins  to  furnish  us  with  rea- 
sons for  disregarding  that  public  sentiment.  He 
tells  us  of  the  “more  than  one  hundred  and  sixty 
millions  of  bank  capital  spread  through  all  the  ram- 
ifications of  society” — of  “its  direct  connexion 
witri  the  then  pending  elections” — ol  “the  feeling? 
it  was  calcu.ated  to  infuse  into  the  canvass” — and 
of  its  having  “exercised  a far  greater  influence 
over  the  result  than  any  which  could  possibly  have 
been  produced  by  a conflict  of  opinion  in  respect 
to  a question  in  the  administration  of  the  general 
government  more  remote  and  less  important  in  its 
b earings  upon  that  interest.”  And,  in  immediate 
connexion  with  all  this,  he  assures  us  that  he  is 
“//lore  than  ever  convinced  of  the  //angers  to  which 
the  free  and  unbiassed  exercise  of  political  opinion 
would  be  exposed  bv  any  further  increase  of  the  al- 
ready overgrown  influence  of  corporate  authorities .” 

Now,  sir,  no  man  doubts — no  man  can  doubt — 
that,  in  all  this  extraordinary  and  unwarrantable 
criticism  upon  the  motives  which  influenced  the 
action  of  the  people,  the  president  means  to  say 
that  that  action  was  guided  and  controlled  by  the 
“overgrown  influence  of  corporate  authorities;” 
that  tiie  people  of  this  country  were  capable  of  bar- 
tering the  elective  franchise  for  the  favor  of  money- 
ed corporations;  that  the  hardy  yeomanry  of  New 
York  had  bowed  down  their  free  spirits  before  the 
golden  calves  which  the  president  himself  had 
erected  before  their  eyes. 

Mr.  Speaker,  if  that  portion  of  the  annual  mes- 
sage upon  which  I am  cominenling  does  not  mean 
this,  it  means  nothing.  S'rip  it  of  this  signification, 
and  it  is  senseless.  It  has  received  this  interpreta- 
tion throughout  this  country  and  Europe.  It  has 
been  used  a-  authori  y for  the  grossest  vituperation 
ol  the  citizens  of  New  York,  by  the  public  journals 
of  our  sister  states,  and  abroad  it  has  been  quoted 
by  the  enemies  of  republican  institutions,  as  evi- 
dence of  the  corrupting  tendency  of  such  institu- 
tions, and  the  degeneracy  of  the  people  who  live 
under  them. 

Sir,  I regard  all  this  part  of  the  message  as  un- 
precedented in  the  annals  of  executive  communi- 
cation; as  conveying  a severe  and  unmerited  impu- 
tation upon  the  political  independence  and  integrity 
of  the  citizens  of  mv  state,  which  ought  not  to  re- 
main upon  the  public  records  of  the  country.  As 
we  are  engaged,  this  morning,  in  the  business  of 
purifying  those  records,  I am  willing  that  the  pre- 
sident should,  if  he  pleases,  take  back  that  part  of 
the  annual  message  of  which  I complain,  along 
with  the  portion  of  his  recent  message  which  he 
has  asked  permission  to  withdraw;  and.  if  my 
amendment  prevails,  he  w ill  have  leave  to  do  so. 

[The  Speaker.  Such  an  amendment  will  not  be 
in  order.  It  is  not  connected  with  the  subject  now' 
before  the  house.  It  may  be  in  order  as  an  origin- 
al proposition,  when  the  house  is  again  in  commit- 
tee of  ihe  whole  on  the  annual  message.] 

Iain  aware  of  that,  sir,  (said  Mr.  S.)  but  the  dif- 
ficulty is,  the  house  will  not  again  be  in  committee 
ol  the  whole  upon  that  message.  I must,  there- 
fore, avail  myself  of  the  present  occasion  to  show 
cause  why  the  character  of  mv  constituents  should 
not  be  impaired  by  the  grave  charges  made  against 
them  by  the  federal  head  of  the  nation,  or  that  op 
porl unity  will  be  gone.  And  I propose  now  to  de- 
monstrate to  the  house  and  the  country,  that  all 
charges  and  insinuations,  from  whatever  quarter 
they  may  come,  that  the  recent  political  revolution 
in  the  state  ot  New  York  was  the  result  of  bank  in- 
fluence, or  that  the  Iree-thiukiug  and  independent 
in°n  by  who  n that  revolution  was  wrought  out  are 
capable  of  surrendering  their  judgments  and  con- 
sciences to  such  influence,  are  not  only  destitute  of 
any  foundation  in  fact,  but  that  they  are  wholly  im- 
possible to  be  true. 

[The  Speaker.  That  discussion  w ill  not  be  in 
order,  and  cannot  be  permilted.] 

Mr.  Sible y.  I shall,  of  cours",  be  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  chair,  and  submit,  with  great  defer- 
ence, to  ttie  d xision.  I had  noped,  indeed,  that 
wh-n  the  chief  magistral  of  the  nation  comes  into 
this  house  and  presents  a bill  of  indictment  against 
the  p mple  of  a state,  the  representatives  ot' that 
p°ople  ( who  are  not  here  to  answer  lor  themselves) 
might  at  least  b?  allowed  the  poor  privilege  of 
pleading  not  guilty.  But  I will  say  no  more  upon 
the  unw  ‘Icome  tonic,  and  pass  to  some  considera- 
tions more  i n mediately  connected  with  the  subject 
actually  befose  us. 


The  message  of  the  piesident  of  the  1 1th  instant, 
Mr.  S.  further  remarked,  when  looked  at  in  con- 
nexion with  that  which  he  has  sent  us  this  morn- 
ing, presents  a novel  spectacle  in  the  history  of 
executive  and  legislative  intercommunication.  Let 
us  contemplate  it  lor  a moment. 

On  the  30th  u it.  we  adopted  a resolution  respect- 


inent  into  a receptacle  for  disgusting  libels  upon  the 
I eople  ot  i he  countiy  w hose  servant  he  is.  '1  hat 
these  foreigneis,  new  landed  upon  our  shores, 
should,  “alter  eating  from  our  basket  and  drinking 
from  our  cup,”  turn  upon  us,  and  ‘pour  the  sense- 
less libels  upon  a people  at  whose  firesides  they 
were  warmed,”  is  quite  enough  to  task  the  forbear- 


fully  requesting  the  president  to  communicate  to  ance  of  a generous  and  hospitable  nation;  but  that 
“ ‘ " " 1 1 ~ the  high  officeis  of  this  government  should  lend 

themselves  to  the  work  of  r.  selling  from  oblivion, 
and  placing  upon  lasting  record — that  they  should 
make  our  public  archives  the  depositories  of  these 
stale  slanders,  from  whence  they  may  be  drawn 
lorth  under  all  the  sanctions  of  official  approbation, 
to  be  turned  against  the  characters  of  the  living  or 
the  memories  of  the  dead,  is  such  perveision  of  of- 
ficial responsibilty  as  ought  not  to  pass  without 
animadversion. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  citizens  of  my  own  state  seem 
of  late  to  have  become  the  peculiar  objects  of  exe- 
cutive assault.  At  the  commencement  of  the  ses- 
sion, their  representatives  were  compelled  to  sit 


this  house  • copies  of  all  correspondence  and  com- 
munications which  have  passed  between  this  and 
any  foreign  government,  and  the  officers  or  agents 
thereof,  relating  to  the  introduction  of  foreign  pau- 
pers into  the  United  States;”and  "also,  what  steps, 
if  any,  have  been  taken  to  prevent  the  ini  reduc- 
tion of  such  paupers  into  the  United  Slates.’’ 

On  the  11th  instant,  the  president  transmits  to 
us  a message,  with  accompanying  documents, 
w hich  he  informs  ns  are  in  answer  to  our  resolution. 
As  soon  as  these  documents  are  printed,  it  is  disco- 
vered that  by  tar  the  longest  of  them,  and  compris- 
ing more  than  a fourth  part  of  the  entire  commu- 
nication, consists  of  an  article  having  nothing  to  do 


with  the  subject  of  inquiry,  extracted  from  a par-  ( here  and  listen  to  the  grave  charge  preferred  by  ttie 


tisan  newspaper  edited  by  a foreigner  in  the  city  of 
New'  York,  and  containing  little  else  than  the  most 
scurrilous  and  loathsome  attacks  upon  the  private 
and  public  character  of  the  mayor  and  members  of 
the  common  council  of  that  city. 

As  soon  as  this  outrage  tails  under  the  notice  of 
my  honorable  colleague,  (Mr.  Hoffman,)  he  calls 
the  attention  of  the  house  to  the  subj.  ct,  and  pro- 
poses a resolution  discharging  the  select  committee 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  libellous  etfu- 
sions  of  the  “ Truth-Teller,”  and  returning  the  of- 
fensive matter  to  the  president.  This  movement 
of  my  colleague  doubtless  attracted  the  attention  of 
the  president  lor  the  first  time  to  ihe  exceptionable 
character  of  that  part  of  his  message,  and  he  in- 
forms us  this  morning,  with  great  propriety,  and  in 
a manner  perfectly  satisfactory,  so  far  33  he  is  con- 
cerned, that  the  extracts  from  the  “Truth-Teller” 
“are  of  a character  which  would,  if  attention  had 
been  directed  to  Ihein,  have  prevented  the  trans- 
mission to  the  house,  and  he  requests  permission  to 
withdraw  them.” 

Along  with  this  last  message,  the  president  has 
sent  us  a communication  from  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  in  which  he  attempts  to  excuse  this  inva- 
sion of  our  privileges,  and  perversion  of  his  official 
position,  in  sending  here  this  iinpeitinent  and  scan- 
dalous ma'ter.  And  what  is  his  explanation?  He 
does  not  tell  us,  indeed,  that  he?  has  never  read  these 
newspaper  extracts.  But  he  says  that,  “without  a 
critical  examination,  they  were  placed  on  fife  with 
the  clerk  having  particular  charge  of  that  business;” 
that  they  were  sent  to  the  president  in  the  pressure 
of  business  without  noticing  the  personal  character 
of  the  remarks,  “and  which,  had  they  bepn  ob- 
served at  the  time,  would  not  have  been  communi- 
cated.” 

Now,  sir,  I am  not  satisfied  with  this  excuse  of 
the  secretary  It  does  not  go  far  enough  back.  It 
does  not  explain  the  extraordinary  fact  (hat  such 
matter  should  have  found  its  w ay  to  a place  on  the 
files  of  the  treasury  department.  How  came  it 
there  at  all?  It  is  because  the  clerk  drew  it  from 
the  files  that  our  documents  have  been  polluted 
w ith  such  foul  stuff.  It  is  because  it  was  there  that 
ttie  president  has  been  made  the  unwilling  instru- 
ment of  transmitting  if  to  this  house.  Did  it  find 
its  way  there  without  such  examination,  “critical” 
or  otherwise,  as  made  the  secretary  acquainted  with 
its  true  character?  This  is  impossible;  for  no  per- 
son can  glance  at  the  very  caption  of  the  article,  or 
scarcely  at  any  line  of  it,  without  discovering  its 
true  nature. 

I had  supposed,  sir,  that  nothing  was  fit  for  a 
place  upon  thp  files  or  records  of  our  executive  de- 
partments which  was  not  also  fit  for  the  public  eye; 
and  that  every  tiling  which  might  properly  be  de- 
posited there  might,  at  anv  time,  be  drawn  from 
thence,  and  presented  to  this  house,  and  to  the  na- 
tion, without  any  violation  of  dignity  or  decency. 
But  it  seems  that  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  lias 
contrived  to  accumulate  upon  his  files  such  matter 
as,  having  accidentally  found  the  light,  he  is  asham- 
ed of,  the  president  is  ashamed  of.  we  are  ashamed 
of:  and  all  are  anxious  to  hurry  it  back  into  the  spe 
cial  care  and  keeping  of  the  “financial  head”  of 
the  government. 

Mr.  Speaker,  we  were  told  this  morning  by  the 
honorable  member  from  New  Hampshire  (Mr. 
Athprton)  that  if  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  was 
distinguished  for  any  thing,  it  was  for  untiring  as- 
siduity in  discharging  the  laborious  duties  of  his 
office.  Whatever  eminence,  sir,  that  high  func- 
tionary may  attain  by  patient  foil  and  plodding  in- 
dustry, tie  will  be  vet  more  distinguished,  I appre- 
hend in  the  future  history  of  this  country,  as  hav- 


president  in  his  annual  message;  but  a few  days  ago, 
and  it  was  deliberately  and  solemnly  declared  on 
this  floor,  in  the  lace  of  the  assembled  representa- 
tives ol  (lie  nation,  that  our  principal  city  had  been, 
Irom  the  commencement  of  the  government  to 
within  a few  months  past,  the  v ictim  of  the  unjust 
and  oppressive  legislation  of  that  state  as  well  as  of 
this  government;  and  now,  sir,  a portion  of  our  ci- 
tizens are  attacked  with  foreign  arms  wielded  with 
all  the  force  and  dexterity  of  the  secretary  ot  the 
treasuiy.  Sir,  if  the  federal  government  must  war 
against  the  people  of  the  states,  I cannot  but  regret 
that  its  pugnacious  favors  are  not  a little  more  ge- 
nerally distributed. 

New  York,  ii  seems,  is  to  be  assailed  not  only  by 
imputations  upon  her  political  integrity  and  inde- 
pendence, but  also  upon  the  private  characters  of 
her  citizens.  And  more  than  all,  her  w hole  career 
of  legislations — ay,  of  democratic  I gislation — from 
the  v ery  origin  of  the  government  down  to  the  late 
tree  banking  law,  is  boldly  denouned  as  character- 
ized through  all  its  course  by  injustice  and  oppres- 
sion towards  a portion  of  her  population,  whose 
rights  and  interests  were  committed  to  her  care, 
w hom  she  was  bound,  by  every  considi  ration 
of  honor  and  duty,  to  efierish  and  protect,  but 
of  whom  it  is  alleged  she  has  made  a victim  and  a 
sacrifice.  The  language  employed  by  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  (Mr.  Cam- 
breleng)  in  debate  the  other  day,  was  this:  “New 
York  has  b'-en,  from  the  commencement  of  our  go- 
vernment. the  victim  of  unjust  and  oppressive  legisla- 
tion, stale  and  national.” 

Now,  sir.  this  is  a gra  e and  serious  charge.  It 
onghl  not  to  be  lightly  made;  for  if  true, and  where- 
ver it  is  believed,  it  ought  to.  and  it  will,  disgrace 
the  government  and  people  of  that  state  in  the  eyes 
of  the  civilized  world — if  true,  it  w ould  justify  re- 
volt and  rebellion  by  the  people  of  that  city.  But  sir, 
it  is  not  true.  The  legislation  of  the  state  of  New 
Vork,  toward  that  noble  city,  has,  at  all  times,  been 
liberal  and  just. 

[The  Speaker.  The  words  upon  which  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  is  now  commenting  were 
spoken  in  debate  upon  another  subject,  and  cannot 
be  replied  to  in  this  debate.] 

Mr.  S.  proceeded.  I am  aware  that,  in  this  -es- 
pect,  I was  trespassing  somewhat  upon  the  stiict 
rules  of  debate.  My  object  is  answered,  however, 
by  calling  attention  to  what  I regard  as  a most  un- 
loumled  charge  upon  those  w ho  have  so  long  held 
a controlling  influence  in  the  legislation  of  my 
state,  and  upon  those  who  have,  in  all  past  time, 
occupied  seats  in  her  legislative  halls. 

I will  conclude  by  assuring  gentlemen,  that  if 
the  people  of  the  state  ol  New’  York,  in  their  indi- 
vidual  or  representative  character,  are  to  be  made 
the  targets  for  the  bolts  of  executive  vengeance, 
and  if  thi«  city  and  this  hall  are  to  become  the  van- 
tage ground  from  which  those  bolts  are  to  be  dis- 
ci arged  they  w ill  find  New  York  buckling  on  her 
armor  also;  and  I greatly  mistake  the  character  of 
the  slate  if  there  will  not  be  found  amongst  all  her 
sons,  without  distiction  of  party,  sufficient  state 
pride  and  self-respect  to  repel  these  unfounded  and 
undeserved  assaults. 

Mr.  Crary  ii  oved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Reed  was  very  anxious  to  say  a word  or  two 
and  Mr.  Crary  agreed,  at  his  request,  to  withdraw 
the  motion,  on  condition  that  Mr.  Reed  would  re- 
new it. 

Mr.  Reed  promised  to  do  so.  He  wanted  to  call 
Ihe  attention  of  the  house  to  a suggestion  in  regard 
to  the  clerk.  He  wished  to  propound  to  the  chair 
the  inquiry  whether  the  clerk  was  atithoriz  it  to 
withhold  any  portion  ol  the  documents  which  had 


ing  been  the  first  head  of  an  executive  department  been  printed  by  order  of  the  house  from  taking  its 
who  converted  fbe  public  archives  of  the  govern- 1 place  upon  the  printed  archives  of  this  body?  & 
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The  Chair  explained,  and  said  that  that  was  a 
matter  within  the  power  of  the  house.  The  clerk 
would  be  subject  to  its  direction.  He  had  suppos- 
that  no  objection  could  be  made,  and  that  it  would 
be  done  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  Reed  insisted  that  the  documents  must  be 
published  and  bound  up  with  the  rest. 

This  was  the  regular  course.  Besides,  if  these  do- 
cuments should  be  withdrawn,  the  message  of  the 
president,  received  this  morning,  would  be  unintelli- 
gible to  those  who  should  come  after  them,  as  there 
would  appear  nothing  on  the  record  to  which  it  re- 
ferred. Mr.  It.  wished  to  avoid  an  evil  which  he 
should  consider  even  greater  than  this,  and  that  was 
an  expunge.  He  then,  according  to  promise,  moved 
the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Harlan  was  anxious  to  speak,  but  Mr. 
Crary  refused  leave  for  Mr.  Reed  to  withdraw  the 
motion. 

The  call  was  seconded  by  the  house — ayes  102, 
Does  not  counted. 

The  previous  question  was  put  and  carried. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Cambereleng  was  then 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Harlan,  of  Ky.  called  for  a division  of  the 
question;  and  it  was  divided  as  of  right. 

The  question  on  laying  upon  the  table  was  agreed 
to. 

The  question  then  coming  up  on  the  printing, 

Mr.  Harlan , after  thanking  Mr.  Crary  for  his 
courtesy  said  that  his  object  had  been  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  house  to  a remark  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire,  (Mr.  Atherton)  in  defence 
of  the  secretary.  That  gentleman  might  be  called, 
indeed,  the  advocate  general  of  that  blundering 
officer.  He  wished  to  atate  that  the  Truth  Teller — 

The  Chair  observed  that  this  was  not  in  order  on 
the  question  to  print. 

Mr.  H.  said  he  wished  to  give  reasons  why  these 
documents  should  not  be  printed.  This  certainly 
was  in  order. 

The  Chair  assented. 

Mr.  H.  went  on  to  say  that  this  paper  called  the 
Truth  Teller  was  published  in  the  city  of  New  York 
by  an  alien  editor,  and  was  notorious  for  its  strains 
of  low  abuse  on  respectable  men.  The  number  of 
that  paper  which  had  been  sent  here  bore  on  its 
margin,  in  the  proper  handwriting  of  Mr.  Secretary 
Woodbury,  a direction  to  the  clerk  to  place  that  paper 
on  file  among  the  papers  relating  to  the  introduction 
of foreign  paupers.  Where  now  was  the  gentle- 
man’s excuse  that  this  had  never  been  seen  by  the 
secretary,  but  had  gone  on  the  files  in  the  ordinary 
routine  of  business?  The  secretary  must  have 
read  and  examined  the  paper,  and  then  wrote  that 
direction  on  iis  margin. 

Mr.  H.  had  one  excuse  for  both  the  president 
and  his  officer.  Ever  since  the  news  of  the  demo- 
cratic reaction  throughont  the  country,  the  action 
of  the  secretary  had  been  one  series  of  blundering 
from  day  to  day'. 

Mr.  Craiy  said  that  anticipating  what  would  be 
the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
(Mr.  Harlan,)  he  had  refused  to  withdraw  his  call 
for  the  previous  question.  Had  he  supposed  they 
would  have  been  of  a character  similar  to  those  of 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  Adams)  he  should  have  withdrawn  the  mo- 
tion with  pleasure.  He  returned  his  thanks  to  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  lor  demonstrating  just 
what  Mr.  C.  thought  he  wraulfl  Demonstrate. 

The  printing  was  then  ordered;  and  the  house 
passed  to  the  consideration  of  private  bills. 

The  following  are  the  articles  from  the  “Truth- 
Teller,”  which  accompanied  the  report  of  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury,  and  gave  rise  to  the  above  dis- 
cussion : 

From  the  N.  Y.  Truth  Teller  of  June  24,  1837. 

ALIEN  PASSENGERS — THE  NEW  COMMON  COUN- 
CIL  DASTARDLY  CONDUCT. 

The  course  pursued  by  the  leading  aristocrats  of 
the  present  common  council,  particularly  in  the 
board  of  aldermen,  is,  beyond  any  thing  we  ever 
heretofore  witnessed,  ungenerous,  ungentlernanly, 
and  unjust — a course  which  only  escapes  the  indig- 
nation of  a few,  to  meet  w'ith  the  unqualified  con- 
tempt of  the  many.  The  aristocrats,  unused  to 
power,  but  now  possessing,  unfortunately,  an  ex- 
cess of  it,  act  like  men  ordinarily  temperate,  who 
have  for  once  engaged  in  a debauch  and  indulged 
too  freely  with  liquor.  Their  demeanor  is  marked 
by  a coarse  and  unfeeling  recklessness  towards  the 
minority,  than  which  nothing  could  be  more  pitiful; 
and  when  we  reflect  that  they  have  been  chosen  to 
represent  the  aristocratic  party,  which  includes  in 
its  numbers  men  of  talent,  and  education,  and  de- 
cency, we  are  forced  to  wonder  why  such  obscure, 
and,  in  some  cases,  illiterate  individuals,  have  been 
elevated  over  men  who,  however  fixed  and  unalter- 


able in  their  political  opinions,  would  yet  never 
cast  aside  all  regard  for  gentlemanly  deportment 
and  generous  and  liberal  sentiments,  to  degrade 
their  minds  and  souls  by  worshipping  the  idol  of 
prejudice,  and  listlessly  succumbing  to  the  basest 
commands  of  the  fiercest  political  bigots.  Yet  the 
aristocrats,  guided  by  the  same  readiness  to  sacri- 
fice principle  and  obtain  power  which  urged  them 
to  uphold  the  famous  Gulick,  elected  the  obscure 
Mr.  Clark  to  the  mayoralty,  and  returned  to  the 
common  council,  inter  alios,  George  W.  Bruen,  esq., 
the  nondescript  politician;  Matthew  C.  Patterson, 
esq.,  a lawyer  of  very  limited  capacity,  and  of 
mushroom  popularity,  even  amongst  his  own  friends; 
and  Mr.  I.  T.  Merritt,  the  cheap  grocer,  and,  par 
excellence,  leader  of  the  native  American  party, vice 
Dr.  Paris  M.  Davis,  now  ruralizing  at  Blackwell’s 
island.  Mr.  Bruen  is,  without  exception,  the  most 
bitter,  malignant,  and  narrow-minded  politician 
known  to  this  city;  Mr.  Patterson  seems  to  be  em- 
ulating his  example  with  vanity  that  knows  no 
bounds;  and  Mr.  Merritt,  like  the  frog  in  the  fable, 
swells  himself  to  bursting  in  the  attempt  to  attract 
attention,  and  to  attain  importance  to  which  he  has 
no  claim  whatever. 

We  propose  to  make  our  readers  acquainted  with 
the  conduct  of  this  triumvirate  at  a meeting  of  the 
board  on  Monday  last.  The  special  committee  on 
the  subject  of  “alien  passengers,”  consisting  of 
Messrs.  Bruen  and  Whitehead,  (the  latter  of  whom 
is  so  notorious  for  his  flagrant  breach  of  faith  with 
the  friends  of  Mr.  Riker,  the  late  chief  engineer,) 
made  a report,  in  which,  after  sundry  observations 
about  “the  authorities  of  Jersey,”  &c.,  they  re- 
commended the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution: 

“Resolved,  That  the  commissioners  of  the  alms- 
house be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized,  if  in 
their  judgments  they  see  fit,  to  contract  for  the 
transhipment  back  to  their  own  country,  with  their 
consul,  of  such  alien  paupers  as  may  now  be,  or 
are  like  to  become,  a public  charge  at  the  estab- 
lishment at  Bellevue  or  elsewhere,  upon  such  terras 
and  conditions  as  they  may  think  will  best  promote 
the  public  interest,  and  at  the  same  lime  shall  prove 
no  prejudice  to  the  cause  of  humanity.” 

When  this  resolution,  so  perspicuous,  lucid,  and 
correct  in  language,  was  offered,  it  elicited  severe 
comments  from  alderman  Brady,  who  is  ever 
watchful  to  protect  all  classes  of  citizens  from  un- 
merited insult,  and  whose  sentiments  are  always  of 
the  most  philanthropic  and  liberal  character.  He 
animadverted  in  strong  terms  on  the  injustice  of 
stigmatizing  as  “paupers”  all  those  who  come  here 
from  Europe;  mentioning  the  fact  that  one  gentle- 
man who  landed  a day  or  two  since,  had  thousands 
of  guineas  in  his  possession,  and,  so  far  from  being 
a “pauper,”  was  a man  of  wealth.  When  Mr. 
Brady  had  concluded  his  remarks,  the  cacoethes  lo- 
quendi  took  possession  of  Mr.  Merritt,  and  off  he 
started  on  a crusade  against  the  English  language, 
plain  truth,  and  common  decency — his  success  in 
which  must  have  filled  his  fellow-aristocrats  w'ith 
envy.  He  said  he  was  desirous  all  emigrants  should 
be  sent  back  to  their  native  land,  and  he  considered 
alderman  Brady  “very  uncharitable”  for  wishing 
otherwise.  Having  delivered  himself  of  his 
“speech,”  he  resumed  his  seat,  and  was  then  doom- 
ed to  find  his  own  insignificauce  and  inconsistency 
exposed  by  the  individual  whom  he  had  undertak- 
en to  meet  in  argument.  Mr.  Brady,  by  a gentle 
rnuendo,  conveying  the  suggestion  that  Irishmen 
are  not  ungrateful,  reprehended  Mr.  Merritt,  who, 
by  selling  groceries  of  a certain  kind,  at  a certain 
rate,  has  won  that  little  advance  in  which  he  now 
glories.  His  customers  have  chiefly  consisted  of 
Irish  families,  and  he  always  spoke  w'ell  of  them 
(as  Mr.  Brady  declared)  until  he  discovered  that 
the  enlightened  patriots  of  the  thirteenth  ward  re- 
quired the  exercise  of  his  splendid  talents  in  our 
city  legislature. 

But  the  harmless  chattering  of  alderman  Merritt 
deserves  little  notice,  while  the  fierce  language  and 
sweeping  charges  of  Mr.  Bruen  are  before  us. — 
Mr.  Bruen  attacked  Alderman  Brady,  the  alien 
passengers,  and  adopted  citizens,  with  the  utmost 
fury;  uttering  statements  which  certainly  require 
attention.  He  declared  that  “he  knew  that  three 
thousand  votes  were,  in  1834,  fabricated  on  the 
oath  of  a single  convict;”  and  repeated  this  state- 
ment, only  omitting  that  the  fabrication  of  the 
votes  was  not  on  the  oath  of  one  person.  We  are 
glad  Mr.  Bruen  made  this  statement,  because  it  af- 
fords us  the  means  of  showing  how  corrupt  and 
dangerous  he  is,  how  unmindful  of  his  duty  as  a 
citizen,  or  how  totally  destitute  of  veracity.  He 
states  that  he  knows  personally  that  three  thousand 
individuals  were  illegally  naturalized  in  1834,  in 
this  city.  If  this  be  true,  w’hy  did  not  Mr.  Bruen, 
at  the  time  the  votes  were  “fabricated” — why  does 
he  not  now — institute  a criminal  prosecution  against 
the  illegal  voters,  and  the  person  or  persons  who 


are  alleged  to  have  perjured  themselves  when  the 
votes  were  “fabricated,”  or  against  some  of  the  of- 
fenders? How  great  is  his  presumptions  in  calling 
himself  a good  citizen,  and  afriend  to  his  own  coun- 
try, and  an  upholder  of  “the  constitution  and  the 
laws,”  when,  according  to  his  own  statement,  he 
he  knew  in  1834  of  the  commission  of  three  thous- 
and perjuries,  and  took  no  steps  whatever  to  have 
the  perjurers  arrested!  Is  this  upholding  the  laws? 
Is  this  preventing  crime  and  infamy?  Is  this  pro- 
tecting the  rights  of  citizens?  We  will  explain  the 
reason  why  Mr.  Bruen  did  dot  endeavor  to  expose 
the  perjuries  he  speaks  of — they  were  never  com- 
mitted. It  is  utterly  impossible  that  Mr.  Bruen’s 
statement  can  be  true,  unless  the  clerk  of  the  court 
in  which  the  three  thousand  aliens  were  illegally 
naturalized  violated  his  oath  and  the  law  of  the  land? 
and  if  he  did  so,  Mr.  Bruen  can  easily  detect  and 
prove  his  guilt,  and  have  him  punished.  We  beg 
our  readers  to  recollect  this,  and  to  be  careful  in 
perusing  the  following  proofs  of  the  statement  we 
have  just  made. 

The  laws  of  the  United  Ststes  provide  that,  in 
order  to  entitle  an  alien  to  become  a citizen  of  the 
United  States,  he  must,  have  declared  on  oath  or 
affirmation  before  some  court  of  record,  having  a 
seal  and  a clerk,  and  possessed  of  common  law  ju- 
risdiction, or  before  a circuit  or  district  court  of  the 
United  States,  or  before  a clerk  of  either  of  the  said 
courts,  at  least  two  years  before  his  admission,  his 
intention  to  become  a citizen,  and  to  renounce  al- 
legiance to  any  foreign  government.  When  an 
alien  declares  his  intentions,  he  is  furnished  with  a 
certificate  of  thefact  by  the  clerk  ofthe  court  where 
the  declaration  is  made;  which  certificate  must  be, 
and  always  is,  impressed  with  the  seal  of  such 
court.  When  he  applies  for  admission  as  a citizen 
he  must  produce  this  certificate,  or  another  or  pre- 
cisely the  same  kind,  unless  the  declaration  was 
marie  in  the  same  court  in  which  he  applies  for  ad- 
mission; in  which  case,  the  clerk,  by  referring  to 
the  records,  can  always  ascertain  if  the  declaration 
were  duly  made.  The  production  of  this  certificate 
under  seal,  or  finding  the  declaration  in  the  records 
of  the  court  admitting  the  citizens,  is  in  all  cases 
indispensable  to  the  admission  of  the  alien,  unless 
he  proves  that  he  has  continued  to  reside  here  since 
18th  June,  1812,  or  that  he  arrived  in  this  country 
under  18  years  of  age,  and  resided  here  five  years, 
including  the  three  years  preceding  his  attainment 
of  majority'.  Uuless  this  be  proven,  each  alien  who 
seeks  to  obtain  admission  as  a citizen  illegally  must 
perjure  himself,  procure  another  person  to  do  the 
same,  forge  such  a certificate  as  is  above  mentioned, 
and  counterfeit  the  handwriting  of  the  clerk,  and 
the  seal  of  the  court  from  which  the  spurious  cer- 
tificate would  purport  to  emanate. 

This  ptoves  that  Mr.  Bruen’s  statement  cannot 
possibly  be  true.  But  in  every  point  of  view  it  is 
so  absurd, and  so  preposterous,  that  no  man  in  his  sen- 
ses can  believe  it.  We  defy  him  to  substantiate  his 
assertion  by  any  reasonable  or  creditable  testimony. 
He  might  as  well  endeavor  to  show  that  the  moon 
is  an  icicle,  or  that  alderman  Merritt  is  a gentleman. 

When  Mr.  Bruen  made  the  gross  charge  which 
we  have  confuted,  alderman  Ingraham,  whose  cool- 
ness, and  eloquence,  and  good  judgment,  make  him 
so  formidable  an  antagonist  to  the  aristocrats,  ex- 
posed the  fallacy  and  injustice  of  Mr.  Bruen’s 
statement  with  much  force  of  argument.  This 
aroused  the  ire  of  Mr.  Bruen,  and  he  attained  the 
climax  of  demented  folly  by  saying  that  this  coun- 
try belongs  to  the  Americans — that  “if  Irishmen 
assisted  in  obtaining  our  independence,  they'  have 
been  well  paid  for  it;”  and  he  thanked  God  the 
power  of  adopted  citizens  was  at  an  end.” 

Alderman  Patterson  was  foolish  enough  to  state 
that  his  party  did  not  exercise  proscription,  when 
he  might  just  as  rationally  have  denied  being  alive. 
He  challenged  alderman  Ingraham  to  prove  that 
adopted  citizens  have  been  proscribed.  This  is  the 
ne  plus  ultra  of  brazen  effrontery.  A man  stands 
by  the  stake  on  which  he  has  seen  hundreds  of  in- 
dividuals suffer  martyrdom  for  opinion’s  sake,  and 
exclaims,  “ No  one  has  sufferred  for  his  belief;  this 
stake,  these  bones,  and  this  scathed  ground,  are 
the  evidences  of  the  existence  of  civil  and  religious 
freedom.”  An  incendiary  stands  on  the  smoulder- 
ing ruins  of  the  buildings  he  has  destroyed,  and  pro- 
claims that  the  buildings  have  not  been  consumed. 

We  have  pursued  this  subject  so  far  that  we  must 
leave  it  for  the  present,  merely'  observing  that  the 
resolution  we  have  copied  passed,  with  a proviso 
that  r.o  alien  passenger  be  sent  back  to  Europe 
without  his  own  consent.  We  will  comment  freely 
on  this  measure  next  week. 

From  the  N.  Y.  Truth  Teller  of  June  24,  1837. 

To  Aaron  Clark,  esq, 

Sir:  In  the  letter  I addressed  to  you  last  week, 
I pointed  out  to  you  the  infamous  notoriety  which 
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must  attach  to  your  name  from  the  document 
which  you  have  put  forth  in  relation  to  the  emi- 
grants arriving  at  this  port.  I did  not  expect  that 
a brand  would  have  been  fixed  upon  you  by  one  of 
your  own  party,  in  relation  to  this  matter;  but  I 
perceive  by  the  published  debates  of  the  common 
council,  that  your  own  partisans  have,  in  the  pre- 
sence of  your  fellow-citizens,  with  their  own  red 
hot  hissing  instruments  of  punishment,  left  the 
scar-mark  of  your  disgrace  broad  upon  your  fore- 
head. Alderman  Bruen  has  told  the  country  that 
what  the  mayor  stated,  in  relation  to  the  emigrants 
was  not  true.  The  alderman  stated  that  he  had 
examined  the  passengers,  and,  with  but  few  excep- 
tions, they  were  not  the  poor,  miserable,  and  de- 
graded wretches  Mr.  Clark  had  represented  them! 
AVhat,  sir,  must  be  your  feelings  now?  You  are 
despised  by  your  opponents;  you  are  contemned  by 
your  supporters.  Your  calumnies  have  been 
thrown  back  in  your  teeth  bv  those  who  have 
placed  you  in  your  present  position;  and  they  can- 
not, in  their  consciences,  sustain  one  whose  career 
has  thus  brought  upon  him  the  condemnation  of 
every  liberal  mind.  I am  not  disposed  to  deal  in 
vituperation.  Abuse  injuries  not  the  abused,  nor 
does  it  add  to  the  character  of  him  who  indulges  in 
that  species  of  attack.  The  arm  that  is  raised  to 
strike  at  you,  is  stayed  when  it  is  observed  how 
low  and  degraded  is  the  object  upon  which  the 
blow  may  be  inflicted.  The  regret  that  must  enter 
into  the  minds  of  even  your  own  friends  must  be 
indeed  great  when  they  behold  you  bringing  the 
petty  arts  and  practices  of  the  iottery-office  into 
the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  office  of  mayor 
ot  the  city  of  New  York.  They  mav  indeed  hang 
their  heads  with  shame,  when  they  read  a document 
which  resembles  a lottery  advertisement  in  more 
respects  than  one;  when  they  see  how  far  it  assim- 
ilates to  that  species  of  writing  in  its  pompous  dic- 
tion, its  misrepresentations,  and,  above  all,  its 
studied  effort  to  deceive  the  public  mind  and  to 
produce  erroneous  impressions.  It  shows  evident- 
ly that  the  habits  of  life  cannot  be  thrown  aside  at 
once,  and  that  the  practices  with  which  they  are 
familiar  in  private,  are  apt  to  mark  the  public  career 
of  man. 

You  have,  as  I before  said,  been  branded  with 
having  stated  that  which  was  not  warranted  by 
your  own  friends.  Let  me  ask  you  to  turn  to  the 
records  and  books  of  the  commissioners  of  the 
alms-house,  and  answer  some  questions  which  I 
will  put  to  you.  Your  object,  evidently,  in  writing 
your  message,  was  to  produce  the  impression,  not 
only  that  the  passengers  arriving  here  were  pau- 
pers, but  that  the  number  arriving  this  year  was 
greater  than  at  any  other  previous  time.  Now,  sir, 
will  you  answer  whether  or  not  the  number  arriv- 
ing between  the  1st  of  March  and  the  1st  of  June, 
of  this  years,  was  not  less  by  several  thousands 
than  during  the  same  period  of  time  of  the  preced- 
ing year?  If  not  will  you  give  the  public  informa- 
tion on  that  point?  And  here,  sir,  let  me  lead  forth 
into  the  public  gaze  one  who  feels  proud  of  being 
harnessed  to  the  same  political  car  with  yourself. 

I refer  to  one  who  has  brought  in  a report  on  the 
subject  of  immigration,  and  who  has  with  great 
adroitness,  endeavored  to  sustain  the  impressions 
which  your  message  was  calculated  to  produce. 
He,  sir,  is  the  son  of  one  of  the  descendants  of  the 
‘‘land  o’  cakes,”  and  yet  seems  eager  to  stigmatize 
as  paupers  the  friends,  and,  for  aught  the  public 
knows,  the  relations  of  his  own  father.  Why,  sir, 
did  he  not  make  inquiry  into  this  subject  and  he 
would  have  found  that  the  passengers  arriving  from 
Aberdeen  were  in  possession  of  money  to  the 
amount  ofseveral  thousand  pounds.  Let  alderman 
Pattprson  not  ride  tn is  hobby  of  Native  American- 
ism too  hard.  The  blood  of  old  Scotia,  transmitted 
from  his  sire,  flows  through  his  veins;  and  his 
cheek  ought  to  redden  with  shame  when  he  finds 
that  he  is  reiterating  the  slanders  of  some  of  those 
who  came  from  IS  ova  Scotia,  and  who  have  been  set- 
tled by  his  party  on  one  ofourcity  departments.  He 
ought  to  hesitate  before  he  heaps  contumely  on  the 
chrildren  of  the  land  of  Burns  and  of  Scott.  Let 
him,  as  an  honest  politician,  examine  every  subject 
fairly,  and  be  distinguished  above  his  associates,  by 
always  putting  the  saddle  on  the  right  horse.  He 
ought  to  have  more  pride  than  to  second  the  views 
of  such  men  as  are  the  leaders  of  the  Native  Amer- 
ican faction,  and  let  him  leave  that  work  to  Master 
Waller , of  the  thirteenth  ward. 

To  return  to  your  honor.  You  have  suggested 
that  the  passengers  arriving  during  the  present  sea- 
son are  in  a most  wretched  condition  as  regards 
health.  Sir,  at  no  season  has  less  disease  been 
among  passengers  than  at  the  present  time.  At 
other  periods  we  have  had  more  passengers,  more 
misery,  more  disease,  greater  expense  on  our  alms- 
house establishment  than  at  present,  and  yet  we 
have  no  noise.  It  was  not  deemed  necessary  for 


political  purposes  that  our  democractic  commission- 
ers should  make  tremendous  statements,  or  That  our 
democratic  mayor  should  deal  in  misrepresentation. 
It  was  left  for  your  administration  to  enter  upon 
this  line  of  conduct,  which,  in  the  end,  will  be 
found  not  ordy  to  degrade  the  character  of  the  city, 
but  deprive  it  of  a revenue  which,  for  years,  has 
been  paid  into  your  treasuary.  You  will  find  pas- 
sengers arriving  at  other  ports,  and  making  their 
way  to  this  city,  in  spite  of  laws,  unless  you  build 
a Chinese  wall  around  us,  and,  moreover,  alter  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States;  and,  at  the  same 
time,  the  amount  heretofore  received  from  commu- 
tation-money (in  some  years  amounting  to  nearly 
forty  thousand  dollars)  will  be  wholly  withdrawn 
from  the  public  treasuary.  You  will,  at  the  con- 
clusion of  your  career,  prove  that  you  have  been  as 
incompetent  for  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  your 
station,  from  your  ignorance  and  want  of  judgment 
as  you  have  already  displayed  yourself  unworthy  of 
it  by  your  illiberality,  inhumanity,  and  want  of  re- 
gard for  the  feelings  of  your  fellow-men. 

It  is  with  feelings  of  any  nature  but  those  of  a 
pleasant  character  that  I address  you.  It  is  indeed 
humiliating  to  attempt  to  castigate  one  whose  arm- 
adillo hide  is  impervious  to  the  lash.  Surrounded 
as  you  are  by  a foetid  political  atmosphere,  where 
malignity,  falsehood,  and  slander  alone  can  exist, 
it  is  with  but  little  hope  of  reforming  your  conduct 
that  I indite  these  letters.  Your  course  of  conduct, 
breifas  it  is,  is  blackened  sufficiently  to  excite  the 
disgust  of  every  candid  man;  and  you  may  rest  as- 
sured, however  those  around  you  may,  from  inter- 
ested motives,  make  you  believe  that  you  are 
growing  popular,  that  there  is  a spirit  of  intelligence 
and  liberality  abroad,  which  silently  but  powerfully 
is  advancing,  and  will  never  rest  until  it  has  con- 
signed you  to  that  retirement  from  which  it  had 
been  better,  both  for  your  own  character  and  that 
of  our  city,  you  never  had  been  called. 

Patrick  Henry. 
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SECOND  SESSION SENATE. 

June  1.  After  some  business  of  minor  impor- 
tance had  been  disposod  of, 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  to  di- 
vide the  territory  of  Wisconsin,  and  to  establish 
the  territorial  government  of  Iowa,  (west  of  the 
Mississippi. ) 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crittenden , the  term  of  service 
of  the  members  of  the  higher  branch  of  the  legisla- 
tive council  was  reduced  from  four  to  two  years, 
and  of  the  lower  from  two  to  one. 

The  amendment  from  the  judiciary  committee, 
changing  the  term  of  the  judges  from  that  during 
good  behaviour,  to  four  years,  was  advocated  by 
Messrs.  Webster,  Morris,  Grundy,  Mien,  and  Sevier, 
chiefly  on  the  ground  that  the  requisition  of  the 
constitution,  that  the  judges  of  the  United  States 
should  continue  in  office  during  good  behaviour, 
had  reference  to  the  States  considered  in  a strict 
geographical  sense,  not  including  the  territories; 
and  that  in  a new  country  an  opportunity  would 
probably  soon  aiise  of  selecting  better  men  for 
judges;  and  it  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Cluy,  ol 
Alabama,  Norvell,  and  Prentiss,  on  the  ground  that 
the  expression  in  the  constitution,  “the  judicial 
power  of  the  United  States,”  meant  the  whole  ju- 
dicial power  of  the  general  government,  whether  in 
the  states  or  the  territories,  geographically  con- 
sidered. 

The  committee's  amendment,  limiting  the  judi- 
cial tenure  of  office  to  four  years,  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  all  but  white 
males  were  expressly  excluded  from  the  right  of 
suffrage  under  the  bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crittenden,  two  new  sections 
were  added  to  the  bill  regulating  the  election,  &c. 
of  the  members  of  the  legislative  council,  and 
making  temporary  provision  in  relation  to  the  judi- 
cial districts,  and  to  the  times  of  holding  the  courts. 

Some  minor  amendments  also  were  offered,  and 
agreed  to. 

The  bill  itself  was  briefly  opposed  by  Messrs. 
King  and  Sevier;  and  it  was  advocated  by  Messrs. 
Crittenden,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  and  Buchanan;  the 
arguments  having  mainly  a reference  to  the  size  of 
the  portion  of  the  proposed  territory  inhabited  by 
whites,  (disputed,  from  50  by  180  miles  to  90  by 
300  miles.)  to  the  number  of  the  white  population, 
(from  25,000  to  30,000,)  and  to  the  comparative 
advantages  of  protection  from  Indian  hostilities. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third 
reading,  w ithout  a division.  Subsequently  read  a 
third  time  and  passed. 

Some  time  was  spent  in  considering  the  bill 
making  appropriations  for  the  completion  of  certain 
roads  in  Michigan;  but,  before  the  question  was 
taken,  it  was  laid  on  the  table.  Ayes  19,  nays  14. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Trotter,  the  bill  to  reorganize 
the  district  courts  of  the  United  States  in  Missis- 
sippi was  considered,  arid  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
ter  a third  reading.  The  bill  to  confirm  certain 
pre-emption  claims  under  the  act  of  1834  was  taken 
up,  opposed  by  Mr.  King,  advocated  by  Mr.  Trot- 
ter, and  laid  on  the  table  with  a view  to  amend  it, 
on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Webster,  so  as  to  exempt 
from  its  operation  cases  of  litigated  claims.  On 
motion  of  Mr.  Benton,  the  senate  held  an  executive 
session.  After  which  the  bills  ordered  to  a third 
reading  to-day  were,  by  consent,  severally  read  a 
third  time  and  passed. 

The  senate  then  (with  a view  to  summer  ar- 
rangements in  the  chamber)  adjourned  over  to 
Tuesday  next. 

June  5.  After  a number  of  petitions  had  been 
presented  and  disposed  of 
Mr.  Hubbard,  from  the  committee  of  claims,  re- 
ported the  house  bill  referred  to  them,  for  the  relief 
of  the  heirs  of  Robert  Fulton,  without  amendment, 
stating  that  two  of  the  committee  were  of  opinion 
that  the  whole  amount  allowed  by  the  house  of 
representatives  was  justly  due  to  the  claimants; 
another  member  thought  that  about  $ 20,000  was 
due;  but  the  other  two  members  of  the  committee 
were  of  opinion  that  nothing  whatever  was  due  to 
the  claimants.  Mr.  H.  therefore  gave  notice  that, 
when  the  bill  should  come  up,  he  would  move  for 
its  indefinite  postponement. 

Mr.  White,  from  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs, 
to  whom  were  referred  the  message  of  the  presi- 
dent, the  communication  of  the  secretary  of  war, 
and  other  documents,  in  favor  of  two  years’  further 
delay  in  removing  the  Cherokee  Indians,  of  further 
appropropriations  for  indemnities,  and  of  leaving 
the  management  of  their  removal,  as  far  as  practi- 
cable, to  the  Cherokees  themselves,  made  a report, 
chiefly  adverse  in  its  tenor  to  the  propositions  sub- 
mitted by  the  secretary  of  war. 

The  report  was  read;  and,  after  arguing  the  great 
difficulty  of  submitting  the  question  of  the  proposed 
two  years  delay  to  the  respective  legislatures  of  the 
states  concerned,  recommend  that  the  removal 
should  be  effected  as  soon  as  it  could  be  safely  and 
conveniently  done,  in  the  opinion  of  the  executive; 
that  a sufficient  sum  of  money  for  this,  and  for  the 
purposes  of  indemnity,  should  be  placed  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  executive;  and  that  the  removal  should 
be  managed  by  government  authorities,  so  as  to  pro- 
tect both  them  ami  the  people  of  the  places  through 
which  they  might  pass. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  White,  the  report  was  laid  on 
the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Grundy,  the  committee  on  the 
post  office  and  post  roads  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  lor  the 
employment  of  an  additional  number  of  clerks  in 
the  general  post  office  department,  to  meet  the  de- 
mands of  the  increase  of  labor  and  the  extension  of 
business. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Davis,  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  was  directed  to  inform  the  senate  of  the 
amount  of  the  annual  expenditure  in  the  collection 
of  the  revenue  on  imports  for  the  last  twenty  years, 
discriminating  between  what  has  been  paid  for  ser- 
vices and  on  other  accounts. 

Mr.  Morris  offered  a resolution,  which  lies  over 
one  day,  that  congress  adjourn  on  Monday,  the 
2d  of  July,  to  meet  on  the  second  Monday  in  No- 
vember next;  that  no  member  of  Congress  receive 
compensation  for  services  during  the  recess;  (and 
another  item  unheard.)  The  following  bills  were 
read  a third  time  and  passed:  To  reorganize  the 

United  States  distiict  courts  in  Mississippi.  To 
authorize  the  location  of  certain  pre-emption  certi- 
ficates in  Arkansas.  Making  disposition  of  certain 
copies  of  the  Biennial  Register,  and  to  supply  the 
committees  of  congress  with  certain  books. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lyon,  the  senate  took  up  the 
bill  making  appropriations  for  the  completion  of 
certain  roads  in  Michigan. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lyon,  the  bill  was  amended  by 
adopting  a substitute,  granting  to  Michigan,  for  the 
purpose  contemplated,  five  per  cent,  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  in  Michigan, 
from  June  23d,  1835,  to  July  1,  1836,  on  the 
ground  that  during  that  time  Michigan  was  entitled 
tn  have  been  a state  of  the  union;  one-filth  only  of 
the  above  amount  to  be  expended  during  the  pre- 
sent year.  The  amount  of  this  one-fifth,  Mr.  Lyon 
stated,  in  reply  to  an  inquiry  by  Mr.  Southard,  was 
something  more  than  #100,000. 

On  the  call  of  Mr.  Davis,  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
ordered,  and  the  bill,  so  modified,  was  ordered  to  a 
third  reading  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Clay,  of  Ala- 
bama. Fulton.  Grundy.  Hubbard.  King.  Linn,  Lvon, 
McKean,  Mouton,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Robinson,  Se- 
vier, Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Trotter,  Wall,  Webster, 
Wright,  Young — 22. 
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NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Clayion,  Davis,  Knight, 
Lumpkin,  Merrick,  Morris,  Niles,  Prentiss,  Pres- 
ton, Hives,  Roane,  Robbins,  Rubles,  Smith,  of 
Connectir  ut,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Spence, 
Strange,  Swift,  White — 21. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  preven- 
tion and  suppression  of  Indian  hostilities  for  183S, 
and  for  arrears  of  1837,  was  received  from  the 
house,  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  committee  on 
finance. 

Mr.  While  gave  notice  that  he  should  move,  early 
on  Friday  morning,  to  go  into  executive  business, 
with  a view  to  clear  the  docket  of  all  such  business 
that  called  for  the  action  of  the  senate  before  the 
final  passage  of  the  appropriation  bills. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Trailer,  the  bill  to  confirm  cer- 
tain purchases  of  the  public  lands,  under  the  act  of 
the  19th  of  June,  1834,  was  taken  up,  amended  by 
exempting  cases  of  litigated  claims  from  its  opera- 
tion, and,  so  modified,  it  was  ordered  to  be  engross- 
ed for  a third  reading. 

The  bill  granting  the  right  of  way  through  the 
public  lands,  to  the  state  ol  Illinois,  was  taken  up, 
advocated  at  considerable  length  by  Mr.  Young,  and 
opposed  by  Mr.  King  and  Mr.  Southard,  chiefiy  on 
the  ground  that  a general  bill  on  the  subject  had 
been  passed  at  this  session,  doing  equal  justice  to 
all  the  states,  and  the  bill  was  indefinitely  post- 
poned. 

The  bill  to  grant  a township  of  land  tothe  French 
university  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  was  advocated 
by  Mr.  Benton  and  Mr.  Sevier,  opposed  by  Mr. 
Clay,  of  Alabama,  and  indefinitely  postponed  by  the 
following  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama, 
Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Cnthbert,  Davis, 
Grundy,  Hubbard,  King,  Knight,  Lumpkin,  Mc- 
Kean, Merrick,  Niles,  Pierce,  Prentiss,  Rives, 
Roane,  Ruggles,  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Southard, 
Strange,  Wall,  White,  Williams — 25. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Fulton, 
Linn,  Lyon,  Motiton,  Norvell,  Robinson,  Sevier,  i 
Smith,  of  Indiana,  Webster,  Young — 13. 

The  bill  to  confirm  certain  entries  of  public  lands 
permittted  to  be  made  by  the  registers  and  recev- 
ers  of  the  land  districts,  under  the  belief  that  the 
tracts  had  been  orf'ered  at  public  sale,  was  explained 
and  advocated  by  Mr.  Fulton,  amended  by  a sub- 
stitute oti'ered  by  him,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a third  reading 

The  house  bill  lor  the  relief  of  John  P.  Converse 
and  Henry  J.  Rees  was  discussed  at  much  length 
by  Messrs.  Merrick,  Niles,  Robinson,  and  Grundy, 
and  was  lost  on  the  question  of  ordering  it  to  a 
third  reading:  Ayes  14,  noes  16. 

Tlie  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  and  heirs  of 
col.  Alhprt  Pawling  was  discussed  by  Messrs.  Hub- 
bunt,  Prentiss,  King,  Norvell  Tallmadge,  White, 
Sevier,  Niles,  and  laid  on  the  table:  Yeas  20, 
nays  18. 

The  senate  adjourned;  after  an  executive  session. 

June  6.  On  motion  of  Mr.  White,  the  message 
from  the  president,  received  yesterday  during  the 
executive  session,  relating  to  Indian  affairs,  was 
referred,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Trotter  and  Mr.  Btouton  presented  petitions 
from  individuals.  Referred. 

Mr.  Linn,  from  the  special  committee  on  the 
establishment  of  a upw  territory  on  the  Columbia 
or  Oregon  river,  made  a report  ori  the  subject,  (the 
bill  having  been  reported  several  riavs  ago;)  which 
report,  on  Mr.  L.’s  motion,  was  laid  on  the  table, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  committee  on  Finance,  re- 
ported, without  amendment,  Ihe  bill  from  the  house 
referred  to  them  making  appropriations  for  the  pre- 
vention and  suppression  of  Indian  hostilities  for 
the  year  1838,  and  for  the  payment  of  arrearages  in 
1817;  Mr.  W.  giving  notice  that  he  would  ask  the 
senate  to  consider  it  at  an  early  hour  to  morrow 
morning. 

A number  of  bills  were  reported  from  committees 
and  ordered  to  a second  reading;  which  will  be  no- 
ticed in  the  further  progress. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Grundy,  the  vote  of  the  senate 
rejecting  the  bill  lor  the  relief  nl  John  P.  Con- 
verse and  Henry  J-  Rees,  was  considered,  and  the 
bill  was  recommitted  for  further  investigation. 

Mr.  Lyon  presented  a resolution,  which,  being 
objected  to,  lies  over  one  day,  calling  on  the 
secretary  of  war  for  copips  of  letters  from  gen. 
Scott,  and  other  documents  in  relation  to  certain 
charges  made  by  the  British  colonel  Maitland  and 
others  against  the  conduct  of  authorities  of  the 
United  States  and  of  the  state  of  Michigan  in  the 
late  liontier  troubles. 

Mr.  L.  accompanied  the  resolution  with  some  re- 
marks referring  especially  to  the  approbation  ex- 
pressed by  Ihe  British  authorities,  by  capt.  Marrvat 
and  others,  of  the  destruction  of  the  steamboat  Ca- 
roline, and  to  the  recent  destruction  of  a Rritish 


steamboat,  which  Mr.  L.  considered  mainly  as  a 
consequunce  of  that  approbation.  His  desire  was 
that  the  ti  u t h on  the  subject  might  be  fully  ascer- 
tained, and  that  the  actual  offenders  might  be 
biought  to  punishment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Benton,  3,000  extra  copies  of 
the  documents  from  the  secretaiy  of  the  treasury, 
stating  the  rates  of  exchange  and  prices  of  bank 
notes,  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Webster  submitted  the  following,  which  lies 
over  one  day: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  com- 
municate to  the  senate  a copy  of  any  order  or  cir- 
cular issued  by  him  to  the  coll  ctors  and  receivers 
of  public  moneys,  since  the  passage  of  the  joint 
resolution  of  the  1st  of  June,  1838,  ‘‘relating  to 
the  public  revenues  and  dues  to  the  goverinent.” 

Several  bills  were  received  Iroin  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives, read  twice,  and  referred. 

The  following  hills  were  read  a third  time,  and 
passed:  The  bill  to  confirm  certain  puichases  of 

the  public  lands  under  the  act  of  June,  1834.  The 
bill  for  the  completion  of  certain  roads  in  Michi- 
gan. And  the  bill  to  confirm  certain  entries  of 
public  lands  permitted  to  be  made  bv  the  registers 
and  receivers  of  the  land  districts,  under  the  belief 
that  the  tract  had  been  offered  at  public  sale. 

The  follow  ing  bills  were  considered  and  ordered 
to  a third  reading: 

The  senate  bill  to  authoriz0  John  E.  Metcalf  and 
others  to  locate  certain  pre-emption  claims  to  land 
in  Indiana. 

The  senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  settlers  on 
the  public  lands,  who  were  deprived  of  the  benefit 
of  the  act  granting  pre-emption  rights,  approved 
June  13,  1834. 

The  senate  bill  to  settle  the  construction  of  the 
act  regulating  the  pay  of  the  paymasters  in  the 
army.  [Explained  and  advocated  by  Mr.  Benton.] 

The  senate  considered  the  bill  to  grant  to  the 
Mount  Carmel  and  New  Albany  rail  road  company, 
of  Indiana,  the  alternate  sections  of  the  public  land 
on  the  route  of  their  road,  on  condition  that  the 
company  should  carry  the  United  States  mail  for 
twenty  years,  and  that  the  U.  S.  troops,  arms,  and 
munitions  of  war,  forever  tree  of  expense. 

This  bill  was  at  much  length  explained  and  ad- 
vocated by  Messrs.  Tipton,  and  Smith,  of  Indiana, 
and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Benton,  Niles,  and  Mien. 

Mr.  Hubbard,  with  a view  to  make  way  fora  sub- 
stitute for  the  bill,  moved  to  strike  out  all  but  the 
enacting  clause,  which  motion  prevailed:  Ayes  23, 
noes,  1 1 . 

Mr.  Tipton  then  offered  a substitute  for  the  bill, 
authorizing  the  company  to  enter  the  alternate  sec- 
tions, on  a credit  of  six  years,  at  fit  I 25,  on  condi- 
tion that  the  road  should  be  completi  d in  that  time. 
That  the  company,  in  the  mean  time,  might  pur- 
chase any  of  the  remaining  land  at  the  government 
price;  that  in  case  of  failure  to  pay  lor  the  land  at 
the  end  of  six  years,  it  should  revert  to  the  go- 
vernment; and  that  the  company  should,  at  all  times, 
transport  the  United  States  arms  and  munitions  of 
war  free  ofchaige. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sevier,  the  bill  was  laid  on  the 
table,  and  made  the  special  order  for  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  amendments  of  the  other 
house  to  the  bill  to  create  the  terri'ory  of  Iowa. 

Mr.  Preston  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 
Negatived  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Lumpkin,  Preston,  Sevier 
Spence,  Strange,  White — 6. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen.  Benton,  Brown,  Clay,  of 
Alabama,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton.  Davis,  Fill- 
ton,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  Knight,  Linn,  Lyon,  Mer- 
rick, Morris,  Mnuton,  Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Pren- 
iiss,  Roane,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Smith,  of  Conn., 
Smith,  of  Indiana,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Trot- 
ter. Wall,  Webster,  Williams,  Young — 33. 

The  senate  then  concurred  in  the  amendments  of 
the  house. 

The  senate  adjourned,  after  an  executive  session. 

June  7.  After  a number  of  petitions  had  been 
presented, "and  several  bills  reported,  that  will  be 
noticed  in  their  progress,  the  resolution  offered  on 
the  5th  instant  by  Mr.  Morris , relative  to  the  ad- 
journment, was  taken  up.  and,  after  having  been 
explained  and  advocated  by  the  mover,  w'as,  on 
morion  of  Mr.  Lumpkin,  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Webster's  resolution,  offered  yesterday,  call- 
ing on  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  for  a copy  of 
such  order  as  he  might  have  recently  issued  in  re- 
gard to  receiving  bank  notes,  coming  up  for  con- 
sideration, 

Mr.  Webster  said  a treasury  order  had  been  pub- 
lished, which  it  was  proper  should  be  officially 
communicated  to  the  senate.  When  speaking  on 
the  joint  resolution  which  lately  passed,  (said  Mr. 
W.)  I observed  that  some  further  |pgal  provision 
would  be  necessary,  if  the  resolution  should  pass, 
i This  expectation  is  quite  confirmed  by  the  new  cir- 


cular. As  to  some  of  the  conditions,  or  limitations, 
stated  by  the  secretary,  it  is  true  tl  at  they  are  im- 
posed by  existing  statutes,  and  must  be  regarded; 
such  as  that  the  bills  of  no  bank  should  be  received, 
which  bank,  since  June,  1836,  has  issued,  or  paid 
out,  bills  I ss  than  five  dollats.  As  all  the  banks  in 
some  ol  the  states,  and  in  arly  all  in  others,  are  in 
this  predicament,  it  is  necessary,  undoubtedly,  that 
some  act  of  legislation  should’  be  passed,  iii  order 
to  make  the  recent  resolution  of  any  practical  effect 
in  those  states. 

There  are  other  parts  of  the  new  circular,  how- 
ever, o(  which  I do  not  see  the  necessity,  even  as 
the  case  now'  stands. 

It  is  proper,  however,  that  the  paper  should  be 
officially  before  us,  as  undoubtedly  some  further 
legislation  will  be  necessary;  and  I shall  myself 
propose  some  measure  on  the  subject  at  an  early 
day. 

The  resolution  was  adopted  without  dissent. 

The  Vice  President  presented  a communication 
from  the  treasury  department,  in  puisuance  of  a 
senate  resolution  of  May  2d,  with  a condensed  state- 
ment of  the  condition  of  the  state  depnsite  banks, 
derived  Irom  the  latest  returns,  together  v\  ith  the 
returns  on  which  the  statement  was  founded.  Laid 
on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printid. 

Several  bills  were  received  trom  the  house,  read 
tw  ice,  and  referred . 

The  senate  concurred  in  the  amendments  of  the 
other  house  to  the  hill  to  establish  the  office  of  sur- 
veyor general  for  Wisconsin.  The  following  bills 
were  read  a third  time,  and  parsed  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Robert  Keyword!.  The  bill  to  authorize 
John  E.  Metcall  and  others  to  locale  c<  rtain  pre- 
emption claims  to  land  in  Indiana.  The  bill  for  the 
relief  of  certain  settlers  on  the  public  lands,  who 
were  deprived  of  the  burn  fit  ol  the  act  of  June, 
1S34,  granting  pre-emption  rights;  and  the  bill  to 
settle  the  construction  ol  the  act  regulatingthe  pay 

of  paymasters  in  the  army. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  the  senate  proceeded 
to  consider  the  house  bill  making  appropi iations 
for  the  prevention  and  suppression  of  Indian  hos- 
tilities for  1838,  and  for  the  payment  of  arrearages 
in  1S37. 

An  earnest  discussion  arose  on  this  bill,  (not  in 
opposition  to  its  passage.)  in  which  Messrs.  TfV6- 
sler,  Wright.  Preston,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Lumpkin, 
Strange,  Southard !,  and  White,  participated.  Some 
ol  the  principal  topics  were  the  manru  rof  conduct- 
ing the  Florida  war;  the  unparalleled  expense 
(about  $2t), 000, ()(!() ) which  had  been  incurred  du- 
ring its  continuance;  the  great  uncertainty  as  to  the 
additional  time  and  expense  necessary  to  its  termi- 
nation; the  hasty  examination  into  the  conduct  of 
General  Scott,  on  a letter  from  his  second  in  com- 
mand, as  conlrasb  d with  the  want  of  all  examina- 
tion into  the  management  ol  his  accuser  and  suc- 
cessor; the  want  ol  full  and  satisfactory  informa- 
tion as  to  the  war;  the  late  alleged  treaty  with  the 
Cherokees;  the  supposed  intention  of  the  execu- 
tive (which  was  denied)  to  extend  the  time  of 
executing  the  treaty;  and  the  prospect  that  by  the 
prompt  and  skilful  conduct  of  general  Scott  such 
delay  won!  I not  be  necessary. 

The  bill,  without  amendment,  was  ordered  to  a 
third  reading,  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Ala. 
Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Cnthbert,  Fulton, 
Grnndv,  Hubbard,  Knight,  Linn.  Lumpkin,  Lyon, 
McKean,  Merrick,  Morris,  Monton,  Niles,  Nor- 
vi  II.  Pierce,  Preston,  Rives,  Roane,  Robbins,  Rob- 
inson, Ruggles,  S-vior,  Smith,  of  Connecticut, 
Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard.  Snence,  Strange, 
Swift,  Tallmadge,  Wall,  Webster,  White,  Williams, 
Wright,  Young — 40. 

The  hill  was  about  to  pass  by  unanimous  con- 
sent. when 

Mr.  Hudbard  stated  that  Mr.  B-nton  had  ex- 
pressed to  him  a desire  to  address  the  senate  on  its 
third  reading;  and. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  the  senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Wednesday.  May  30.  Mr.  Garland,  of  Louisi- 
ana announced  that  the  agreeable  duty  had  been 
confided  to  him  of  apprizing  the  house  that  the  peo- 
ple ol  Mississippi  had  affirmed  their  decision  of  No- 
vember last  in  favor  of  Messrs.  Prentiss  and  Word, 
as  their  representatives  in  the  twenty-fifth  con- 
gress and  that  those  gentlemen  were  now  in  at- 
tendance, ready  to  take  their  seats.  The  Chair. 
“ The  members  elect  will  please  present  them- 
selves for  qualification.”  Messrs.  Prentiss  and 
Word  came  to  the  table,  and  as  the  sneaker  was 
about  to  administer  the  oath,  Mr.  Prentiss  remark- 
ed that,  before  being  sworn,  candor  compelled  him 
to  inform  the  house,  on  behalf  of  himself  and  col- 
league, that  they  did  not  claim  their  seats  by 
virtue  of  the  recent  election  in  Mississippi,  but  by 
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virtue  of  the  election  m N’oien.bei  last;  that  they 
looked  upon  the  recent  election  as  unconstitutional 
and  wholly  invalid. 

“ Mr.  F.  Inrther  said  that  his  colleague  and  him- 
self could  not  conscientiously  take  the  oath  under 
any  other  election  than  that  ol  November,  ana 
that  upon  their  consciences  they  should  take  their 
oath  amt  seats,  ii  they  took  them  at  all,  by  virtue 
ol  that  election  alone. 

“Mr.  f.  said  that  a high  sense  of  duty,  both  to 
himself  and  the  house,  called  upon  him  for  this 
avowal,  that,  if  any  wished  toma.e  objection,  they 
might  have  the  opportunity  of  so  doing.” 

The  Speaker  said  that  t lie  statement  of  the  mem- 
bej  from  Louisiana,  that  the  gentlemen  were  the 
elected  representatives  from  Mississippi,  was  suffi- 
cient to  authorize  his  administration  of  the  oath  of 
office  to  them;  and  he  administered  the  oath  to 
bolli  gentlemen  accordingly. 

Mr.  Boon  rose -and  expressed  a wi.th  to  act  upon 
the  joint  resolution  received  from  the  senate  yes- 
terday. It  was  not  his  wish  to  embarrass  the  pro- 
gress of  the  Indian  appropriation  bill;  and  he 
should  therefore  move  for  the  suspension  ot  the 
rules  for  one  hour,  lor  the  purpose  of  taking  up 
and  considering  the  joint  resolution  ot  the  senate 
in  regard  to  the  currency. 

Mr.  Pickens  said,  that’hp  hoped  the  house  would 
not  spend  time  in  discussing  a collateral  matter,  at 
this  late  period  of  the  session,  while  a bill  covering 
the  whole  subject,  which  has  passed  the  senate, 
and  is  lying  on  the  table,  yet  remains  unacted  on. 
The  Chair  reminded  Mr  P.  that  a motion  to  sus- 
pend ttie  rules  was  not  debaleable.  Mr.  Pickens 
said  he  had  risen  to  demand  the  yeas  and  na\s  on 
the  motion  of  Mr.  B ion.  I he  yeas  and  nays  were 
ordered;  and  the  house  decided  the  question  of 
suspending  the  rules  for  one  hour,  for  the  purpose 
imlicat.-d  in  the  motion,  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Ahxander,  H.  Allen, 
Banks,  Bell,  Bicknell,  Bond,  Boon,  Briggs,  Brod- 
head,  Buchanan,  \V.  B.  Calhoun,  J.  Calhoun,  VV. 
B.  Campbell,  Casey,  Cheatham,  Childs,  Clark, 
Connor,  Crary,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Cushing, 
Davies,  DeGran.  Dennis,  Dunn,  Edwards,  Evans, 
Everett,  R.  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  J.  Garland,  R. 
Garland,  Goode,  VV.  Graham,  Grantland,  Grenneil, 
Haley,  Hall,  Hamer,  Harlan,  Hastings,  Hawes, 
Henry,  Herod,  Hodman,  Hopkins,  Ingham,  T.  B. 
Jackson,  J.  Jackson,  Kemble,  Kilgore,  Legare, 
Lincoln,  Loomis.  Marvin,  J.  M.  Mason,  May, 
Maxwell,  R.  McCldlan,  McKennan,  Mercer, 
Mitchell.  Montgomery,  Morgan,  C.  Morris,  Nay- 
lor, Noyes,  Ogle,  Owens,  Parmenter,  Pearce, 
Peck,  Pnelps,  Pope,  Potts,  Pratt,  S.  S.  Prentiss, 
Ririden,  Rmdolph,  Reed,  Ridgway,  Robinson, 
Rimsey,  Russ  dl.  Sergeant,  SheffV-r,  A.  H.  Shep- 
perd,  C.  Shepard,  Shields,  Slade,  Snyder,  Stanly. 
Stuart,  Stratton,  Taliaferro,  Tillinghast,  Toland, 
Vanderveer  A.  S.  White,  J.  White,  E.  Whitll  - 
sey\  T.  T.  Whittlesey,  L.  William's,  S.  Williams, 
J.  L.  Wi.liams,  C.  H.  Williams,  Wise,  Word, 
Worthington,  Yell,  Yorke — 112. 

N.-\YS — Messrs.  B drne,  Cambreleng,  Chapman, 
Clowney,  Craig,  Cushman,  Dromgoole,  Duncan, 
Farrington,  Haynes,  Holsey,  Holt,  Hubley,  N. 
Jones,  lOim,  Klingensmith,  Leadbetter,  Lewis,  Lo- 
gan, McKay,  A.  McClellan,  McClure,  Pavnter, 
Paniiybacker,  Pickens,  Potter,  Reily,  Rives,  Slmp- 
lor,  Spencer,  Titus,  Turney,  Webtser,  J.  W.  Wil- 
liams—34. 

So  the  rules  were  suspended. 

The  resolution  was  thpn  r ad  twice,  as  follows: 

‘•Resolved,  by  Ihe  senate  and  house  of  representatives. 
4rc,  Ttiat  it  shall  not  be  lawlul  for  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  to  make,  or  to  continue  in  force,  anv 
general  order  which  shall  create  any  difference  b >- 
tween  the  dLRrent  branches  of  revenue,  as  to  the 
money  or  medium  of  payment  in  which  debts  or 
dues  accruing  to  the  United  States  may  be  paid.” 

And  tils  next  question  in  course  being  upon  the 
ordering  the  resolution  to  a third  reading, 

Mr.  Boon  immediately  moved  the  previous  ques 
tion,  which  was  second  d;  and  the  main  question 
was  then  ordered  to  be  put,  without  a division. 

Mr.  Sherrod  Williams  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays  upon  the  question  of  ordering  the  resolution 
to  a third  reading.  They  were  ordered;and,  being 
takjn  stood  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander.  H.  Alien, 
Anderson.  Aycrigg,  Bunks.  Beirne.  B-dl,  Bicknell. 
Biddle.  Band.  Boon,  Buildin,  Briggs.  Brodliead, 
Bronson,  B iclianan,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  J.  Calhoun. 
W.  B.  C implied.  Casey,  Chapman,  Cheatham. 
Chil  Is.  Clark,  Connor.  Corwin,  Craig,  Crary, 
Cranston.  Crockett,  Cushing,  D iwson,  Davee,  D i 
vies,  Di  Grad',  Dennis.  Dunn,  Edwards,  Evans, Ev- 
erett. Fairfi  dd.  R.  FI  tcher,.  Fill  nore,  Gallup.  J 
Girland,  R.  G irlind,  Gla -cock,  Goode,  Wm.  Gra- 
il in,  Grantland.  Graves.  Grenneil.  Griffin,  Haley, 
Hall,  Hamer,  Harlan,  Hastings,  Hawes,  Haynes, 


Henry,  Herod,  Holfr.an,  Holsey,  Hopkins,  How 
aid,  R.  M.  T Hunter,  Ingham,  T.  B Jackson,  J. 
Jackson,  N.  Jones,  Kembh-,  Kilgore,  Klingensmith, 
Legare.  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Loomis,  Malioiy,  Marvin, 
James  M.  Mason,  Maury,  May,  Maxwell,  R.  Mc- 
Clellan, McKennan,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Mitchell, 
Montgomery,  Morga  , C.  Morris,  Murray,  Na\  lor. 
Noble,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Owens,  Parmenter,  Patterson, 
Pearce.  Peck,  Peirnybacker.  Pnelps,  Pickens,  Pope, 
Potts,  Polter,  Pratt,  S.  S.  Pientiss,  Rariden,  Ran- 
dolph, Reed,  Reily,  Ridgway,  Robertson,  Robin- 
son. Rumsey,  Russell,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Six  tier, 
A.  H.  Sheppard,  C.  Shepard,  Shields,  Slade,  Sny- 
der, Stanly,  Stuart,  Stratton,  Taliaferro,  Taylor. 
Tillinghast,  Titus,  Toland,  Vanderveer,  Webster. 
A.  S.  White,  J.  White,  E.  Whittlesey, T.  T.  Whit- 
tlesey, L.  Williams,  S.  Williams.  J.  L.  Williams, 
C.  H.  Williams,  Wise,  Word,  Wor.hington,  Yell, 
Yorke — 151 

NAYS — Messrs.  Atherton,  Cambreleng,  Clow- 
ney, Coles,  Cushman,  Dromgonle,  Duncan,  Far- 
rington, Isaac  Fletchei.  Fry,  Holt,  Hubley,  Keim- 
Leadbetter,  Logan.  McKay,  Abraham  McClellan 
McClure,  Moore,  Parris,  PVtrikin,  Rives,  Sheplor 
Spencer,  Thomas,  Turney,  J.  W.  Williams— 27. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a third  reading. 

The  house  then  decided  that  the  third  reading 
should  take  place  this  day;  and  the  bill  was  read 
accordingly.  Mr.  Duncan  moved  to  recommit  the 
joint  resolution  to  the  com tn it te  on  public  lands, 
with  the  following  instructions: 

“That  this  joint  resolution  be  committed  in  tile 
committee  on  public  lands,  with  instructions  to  re- 
port the  following  amendments,  viz.  Provided. 
That  no  portion  of  the  public  domain  greater  than 
320  acres  shall  be  sold  to  any  individual;  nor  shall 
ai.y  portion  of  the  public  domain  be  sold  or  disposed 
ofto  any  individual,  or  body  corporate,  except  for 
the  purpose  of  immediate  occupation.” 

On  this  motion  Mr.  Duncan  asked  1 he  yeas  and 
nays.  Mr.  Loon  immediately  moved  the  previous 
question,  (cutting  off  the  motion  to  commit, ) audit 
was  seconded;  and  the  main  question  was  then  or- 
dered to  be  put.  Mr.  Chapman,  of  Alabama,  asked 
the  yeas  and  navs  on  the  question.  “Shall  the  joint 
resolution  pass?”  And  they  were  ordered. 

The  yeas  and  nays,  thus  taken,  stood  as  follovvs: 
YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  H.  Allen- 
Anderson.  Aycrigg,  Banks,  Beirne,  Bell,  Bicknell 
Biddle,  Bond.  Boon,  Briggs.  Broadllead,  Bronson. 
Buchanan.  'William  B.  Calhoun,  J.  Calhoun,  W.  B 
Cambell,  Casey,  Chambers.  Chapman,  Cheatham, 
Childs,  Clark,  Connor,  Corwin,  Craig,  Crary, 
Cranston,  Ciockett,  Cushing,  Dawson,  Davee,  Da- 
vies. Di  Graft',  Dennis.  Dunn,  Edwards,  Evens,  Ev- 
erett, Ewing,  Fairfield,  Richard  Fletcher,  Fillmore, 
Gallup.  J.  Garland,  R.  Garland,  Glascock,  Goode, 
Win.  Graham.  Grantland.  Graves,  Griffin,  Haley. 
Hall.  Halstead,  Hamer,  Harlan,  Hastings,  Hawes. 
Haynes,  Henry.  Herod,  Hotfmari.  Hopkins,  How- 
ard, R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  Ingham,  T.  B.  Jackson,  J. 
i Jackson,  J.  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  Kemble,  Kilgore. 
Klingensmith,  Legare,  Lincoln,  Loomis,  Mallory. 
Marvin,  J.  M.  Mason,  Samson  Mason,  Martin 
Maury,  Mav,  Maxwi  II,  R.  McClellan,  McKennan 
Mercer,  Milligan,  Mitchell,  Montgomery,  Morgan 
C.  Morris,  Murray,  Naylor,  Noble,  Noyes,  Ogle. 
Owens,  Parmenter.  Patterson,  Peck.  Penny  backer 
Phelps.  Pickens,  Popp,  Potts,  Pratt,  J.  H.  Prentiss. 
S.  S.  Prentiss,  Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed,  Reilv. 
Reneher,  Ridgway , Robertson, Robinson,  Rumsey. 
Russell,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Sheffer,  A.  H Shep- 
perd,  C.  Shepard.  Shields,  Slade,  Snyder,  Stanlv. 
Stuart.  Stratton.  Taliafaro.  Taylor,  Tillinghast,  Ti 
tus.  Toland,  Underwood,  Vanderveer.  Webster,  A 
S.  White.  J.  White,  E.  Whittlesey.  T.  T.  Whittle 
soy,  L.  Williams,  S.  Williams.  J.  L.  Williams.  C 
H.  Williams,  Wise,  Word,  Worthington,  Yell 
Yorke — 154. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Atherton,  Bouldin,  Carnborleng. 
Clowney.  Coles,  Cushman,  Dromgoole.  Duncan 
Farrington,  I.  Fletcher,  Fry,  Harrison,  Holt,  Huh 
ley,  Keim.  L°adbetfer.  Logan,  McKav.  A.  Mo 
Ciellan.  McClure.  Moore,  Parris,  Petrikin.  Ri\-p=. 
Sheplor.  Spencer,  Thomas,  Turney,  Jared  W.  Wi! 
lianas — 29. 

So  the  joint  resolution  was  passed,  and  retnrne  1 
fo  the  senate.  [It  requires  only  the  approbation  o' 
the  president  to  become  a law.] 

Mr.  Erring  gave  notice  of  an  amendment  it  vvn- 
his  intention  to  offer  to  the  Indian  appropriation  hi  I 
under  consid“ra'ion;  and  it  wa=  ordered  to  he  prin 
t’d.  Mr.  Patterson  and  Mr.  Cushman  made  inel 
‘ectu  il  attempts  to  present  resolutions  relating  t< 
oost  routes.  On  molion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng,  the 
house  again  went  into  cornmilfeeol  the  whole  upon 
this  bill,  and  Mr.  Holsey  resumed  Ihe  floor  in  it- 
sunport.  The  remainder  of  the  day  was  spent  in 
proceedings  upon  this  bill,  ol  which  an  account 
shall  be  given  in  our  next- 


In  the  course  of  the  day,  Mr  Lyon,  of  Alabama, 
asked  Ihe  leave  of  the  bouse  to  recoid  bis  vote  in 
favor  ol  Ihe  passage  of  the  joint  resolution  from 
the  senate  relatingti  the  public  revenue  ami  dues 
lo  the  government. 

He  said,  when  the  vote  was  unexpectedly  taken 
on  the  passage  of  the  resolution  this  morning,  he 
was  necessarily  absent  from  his  seat  in  attending  to 
the  claims  of  two  or  three  revolutionary  soldiers  of 
his  district,  whose  pay  had  been  relused  at  the 
agency  nearest  their  residence,  under  a regulation 
which,  in  his  judgment,  imposed  upon  the  pensioners 
and  their  representatives  much  unnecessary  trouble. 
He  alluded  to  the  regulation  which  required,  in  the 
event  of  tlx  ir  failure  lo  apoly  lor  their  pay  for  a 
specified  time,  that  they  should  be  paid  at  Ihe 
treasury,  and  not  at  the  agencies  convenient  to 
them. 

He  said,  in  common  with  the  great  majority  of 
his  constituents,  he  felt  milch  interest  in  the  pas- 
sage of  the  resolution  prohibiting  a discrimination 
in  the  kind  of  money  to  be  received  by  the  govern- 
ment in  payment  for  public  lands,  and  for  duties. 
He  was  gratified  that  congress  tiad.  by  a vote  so 
decisive,  determined  to  put  an  end  to  a regulatian 
of  the  late  executive,  by  which  specie  bad  been  re- 
quired in  payment  lor  public  lands  while  bank 
notes  were  authorized  to  be  received  in  payment 
for  duties.  If  he  had  been  aware  that  the  resolu- 
tion would  have  been  put  upon  its  passage  so  soon 
after  it  came  down  from  the  senate,  his  desire  to 
serve  even  a revolutionary  soldier  would  not  have 
prevented  him  from  being  present,  and  voting  for 
it.  He  hoped  the  house  would  allow  him  now  to 
have  his  vote  recorded. 

[This  request  of  Mr.  Lyon  was  not  granted.] 

Mr.  Holsey,  having  concluded  his  remarks  in 
support  of  the  bill,  and  in  favor  of  the  immediate 
ratification  of  the  treaty  at  New  Echofa,  was  loi- 
lovved  bv 

Mr.  Naylor,  who,  in  a warm  and  energetic  speech, 
reviewed  the  history  of  this  government’s  negotia- 
tions and  treaties  with  the  Cherokees,  all  of  which 
he  described  as  constituting  a premeditated  system 
ol  oppression  towards  that  tribe,  for  tile  purpose  of 
obtaining  their  lands.  He  dwelt  upon  (tie  expul- 
sion of  the  Indians  from  their  native  homes  as  an 
act  of  disgraceiul  injustice,  and  eulogized  very 
highly  the  character  of  Ross,  and  praised,  in  terms 
of  great  eloquence,  the  firm  and  intrepid  character 
of  that  chief,  who,  amidst  so  much  detraction  and 
denunciation,  had  stood  up  boldly  in  defence  of  his 
people  and  their  rights.  Much  of  his  speech  con- 
sisted of  documentary  reading,  going  to  show  that 
Ihe  treaty  of  New  Echota  was  fraudulent,  whence 
he  argued  that  to  enforce  such  a treaty  would  be 
grossly  cruel  and  oppressive. 

Mr.  N.  gave  way,  during  his  remarks,  at  the  re- 
quest of 

Mr.  Noyes,  who  moved  that  the  committee  rise, 
to  enable  him  to  move  that  the  resolution  of  the 
seriate  (that  day  received,  and  then  on  the  table, 
asking  for  certain  papers  which,  through  mistake, 
had  not  open  sent  up,  w ith  a bill  from  that  house, 
requiring  immediate  action)  be  taken  up  and  con- 
sidered. 

This  motion  prevailing,  the  committee  rose,  and 
the  message  from  the  senate  being  taken  up,  the 
request  it  contained  was  granted  without  a division; 
md  then,  the  house  having  again  gone  into  com- 
nittee  ol  the  whole,  Mr.  Naylor  resumed  the  re- 
marks he  had  been  making,  and  closed  with  a 
declaration  of  his  fixed  resolution  not  to  vote  one 
lollar  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  the  treaty  of  New 
Echota,  fraudulent  and  oppressive  as  he  deemed  it, 
into  execution. 

Mr.  Chapman  defended  the  I+idian  policy  of  Ala- 
bama, at  some  length,  and  replied  to  those  remarks 
if  Mr.  Naylor,  which  were  eulogistic  ol  Ross,  and 
in  which  lie  commented  so  severely  upon  the  trea- 
Ips  hitherto  entered  into  w ith  the  Cherokees. 

Mr.  Dawson  next  took  the  floor.  He  defended 
fhe  treaty,  as  the  only  representative  in  congress 
rom  what  at  home  is  called  the  Indian  party.  ’ He 
ieclared  himself  friendly  now,  as  he  had  ever  been 
known  to  be — most  friendly  to  the  Indians.  He 
compared  the  Cherokee  Indian  policy,  especially  so 
ar  as  Georgia  is  concerned,  with  the  policy  con- 
stantly pursued  towards  other  tribes  iri  other  parts 
if  the  country;  and  deduced  from  that  comparison 
he  argument  that  it  w as  inconsistent  for  the  people 
if  those  states,  by  whose  policy  the  Indian  tribes 
within  their  limits  are  now  entirely  or  eompara- 
ively  extinct,  to  condemn  the  present  policy  of 
G orgia  towards  the  Cherokees. 

Mr.  Bell  followed,  and  commenced  a speech  in 
review  of  the  whole  Indian  policy  of  ihe  govvrn- 
ne nt,  and  dwelt  to  some  extent  on  the  fact'  that 
he  estimates,  upon  which  the  present  hill  was  bas- 
ed, were  grounded  on  a state  of  things  that  aid  not 
| now  exist,  and  that,  consequently,  there  was  not 
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now  the  necessity  which  then  existed  for  so  large 
an  appropriation  as  the  bill  demanded;  vvhen, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wise,  the  committee  rose. 

A motion  being  made  that  the  house  adjourn — 

Mr.  Dromgoole  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays 
which  were  ordered;  and,  at  half  past  eight  o’clock 
the  house  adjourned. 

Thursday , May  31.  Mr.  Loomis,  after  an  expla- 
nation, obtained  leave  to  call  up  the  following  re- 
solution, offered  by  him  on  the  19th  March  last: 

Resolved,  That  the  postmaster  general  furnish  to 
this  house  an  estimate,  showing,  as  near  as  he  can 
ascertain — 

1.  What  proportion  of  the  mails  of  the  United 
States  consists  of  free  parcels  estimated  by  weight; 

2.  What  proportion  consists  of  free  parcels  esti- 
mated by  amount  of  postage  on  parcels  that  pay 
postage,  and  accounting  all  printed  documents  at 
pamphlet  postage; 

3.  What  would  be  the  proportion  of  the  amount 
of  postage  to  be  paid  by  government,  in  case  all 
free  parcels  were  charged  to  government  at  the 
same  rate  that  private  parcels  are  charged; 

4.  To  how  low  a rate  the  tariff  of  postage  would 
be  reduced,  and  sustain  the  department,  in  case  all 
parcels  conveyed  by  mail  were  chargeable  with 
postage; , 

5.  To  how  low  a rate  the  tariff  of  postage  can 
be  reduced,  now  or  prospectively,  within  two  years, 
retaining  the  present  franking  privilege,  and  sus- 
tain the  department,  with  a rate  of  tariff  deemed 
judicious  and  proper  by  him,  in  case  such  reduction 
should  be  ordered. 

This  resolution  was  read  and  agreed  to. 

Reports  were  now  received  from  committees, 
among  which  were  the  following: 

.By  Mr.  Whittlesey , of  Oh.o,  from  the  committee 
of  claims,  reported,  without  amendment,  senate  bill 
to  authorize  payment  to  be  made  to  the  Missouri 
volunteers  whose  horses  were  lost  or  cast  away  on 
the  voyage  to  Tampa  Bay. 

Mr.  W.  from  the  same  commttee,  also  reported 
against  the  case  of  Polly  Estes. 

By  Mr.  Worthington,  from  the  committee  on 
commerce,  a bill,  entitled  “An  act  to  extend  the 
limits  of  the  port  of  New  Orleans.” 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lyon, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  commerce  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pass- 
ing a law  prohibiting,  under  certain  penalties,  per- 
sons in  command  ot  vessels  from  discharging  bal- 
last info  the  channel  or  anchorage  ground  of  any 
bay  or  harbor  in  the  United  States  so  as  to  obstruct 
the  navigation  thereof. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bell, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amending  the  seve- 
ral acts  prescribing  the  mode  of  taking  depositions, 
by  authorizing  all  persons,  authorized  by  the  laws 
of  the  states,  to  take  depositions  in  causes  pending 
in  state  courts,  to  take  depositions  in  causes  pend- 
ing in  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  and  by  en- 
acting such  other  provisions  as  shall  in  their  opin- 
ion promote  the  convenience  of  suitors,  without 
removing  any  of  the  restrictions  necessary  to  the 
safe  administration  of  justice. 

Mr.  Worthington,  from  the  committee  on  com- 
merce, reported  for  the  action  of  the  house  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  which  gave  rise  to  a brief  dis- 
cussion between  Messrs.  Whittlesey -,  Cushman,  Fill- 
more, Bronson,  C-rary,  and  Marvin,  and  was  then 
laid  on  the  table  till  to-morrow. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  instruct- 
ed to  communicate  to  the  house  of  representatives, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  next  session  of  con- 
gress, a copy  of  each  survey,  and  chart  accompa- 
nying the  same,  that  has  been  heretofore  made  of 
ot  the  shores,  harbors,  inlets,  and  waters  of  Lake 
Erie;  also,  a copy  of  each  similar  survey  that  has 
been  made  of  Lake  Michigan. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whittlesey,  the  order  of  the 
day  for  Saturday  was  altered,  by  directing  that  the 
revolutionary  pension  bills  assigned  to  that  day  be 
taken  up  at  half  past  in  instead  of  12  o’clock.  A 
bill  from  the  senate,  to  require  the  holding  of  a dis- 
trict court  in  West  Tennessee,  being  taken  up,  was 
opposed  by  Mr.  Bond,  and  advocated  by  Mr.  Gar- 
land, of  Virginia,  and  Mr  Crockett,  who  moved  the 
previous  question,  but  consented  to  withdraw  it  at 
the  request  of  Mr.  Shields.  Mr.  Fillmore  inquired 
how  it  happened  that  an  application  from  New 
York  for  a similar  accommodation  to  that  proposed 
by  this  bill  had  been  refused  by  the  committee  while 
this  was  so  favorably  reported  on?  Mr.  Garland 
said  he  could  give  no  explanation:  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  (Mr.  Thomas)  was  not  in  his  place. 
Mr.  Fillmore  now  (according  to  promise)  renewed 
the  call  for  the  previous  question.  The  house  sus- 
tained the  call.  Mr.  Bond  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on 
the  table,  and  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays:  but 
the  house  refused  to  order  them,  and  the  motion 


was  negatived.  The  previous  question  being  put, 
Mr.  Bond  again  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  but 
they  were  again  refused.  The  bill  was  then  passed. 

The  house  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng, 
went  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of 
the  union,  to  further  consider  the  Indian  appropria- 
tion bill. 

Mr.  Bell  resumed  his  speech  in  support  of  the 
following  amendment  proposed  by  him  some  days 
since  to  the  bill: 

“Sec.  — . Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
further  sum  of  one  million  forty-seven  thousand 
and  sixty-seven  dollars  be  appropriated,  in  full,  for 
all  the  objects  specified  in  the  third  article  of  the 
supplementary  articles  of  the  treaty  of  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-five,  between  the  United  States 
and  the  Cherokee  Indians,  and  for  the  further  ob- 
ject of  aiding  in  the  subsistence  of  said  Indians  for 
one  year  after  their  removal  west:  Provided,  That 

no  part  of  the  said  sum  of  money  shall  be  deduct- 
ed from  the  five  millions  stipulated  to  be  paid  to 
said  tribe  of  Indians  by  said  treaty:  And  provided 

farther,  That  the  said  Indians  shall  receive  no  bene- 
fit from  the  said  appropriation,  unless  they  shall 
complete  their  emigration  within  such  time  as  the 
president  shall  deem  reasonable,  and  without  coer- 
cion on  the  part  of  the  government. 

“Sec.  — . And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  for  sa- 
tisfying all  claims  for  arrearages  of  annuities,  for 
supplying  blankets  and  other  articles  of  clothing 
for  the  Cherokees  w'ho  are  not  able  to  supply  them- 
selves. and  which  may  be  necessary  for  their  com- 
fortable removal,  and  (or  medicines  and  medical 
assistance,  and  for  such  other  purposes  as  the  presi- 
dent shall  deem  proper  to  facilitate  the  removal  of 
the  Cherokees,  one  hundred  thousand  dollars.” 

Mr.  Bell  went  extensively  into  the  general  sub- 
ject of  our  Indian  relations,  and  repelling  the  im- 
putation that  his  own  views  of  them  had  changed. 
Mr.  B.  spoke  until  3 o’clock.  When  he  had  con- 
cluded, Mr.  Everett  presented,  in  a succinct  form, 
the  heads  of  an  argument  which  he  should  dilate 
and  fill  up  were  there  time,  but  which  he  should 
present  in  a fuller  form  in  a written  report  of  his 
speech.  He  went  at  some  length  into  an  examina- 
tion of  the  treaty  of  1835,  and  though  he  denied  its 
obligation  on  the  Cherokees,  yet  gave  it  as  his 
opinion  that  their  interest  and  the  necessity  of  the 
case  rendered  it  expedient  for  them  to  remove.  He 
supported  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  commit- 
tee on  Indian  affairs;  commending  the  spirit  in 
which  the  president’s  communication  had  been 
made,  and  expressing  its  confident  expectation  that, 
should  the  additional  money  be  granted,  the  Chero- 
kees would  romove  peaceably  and  speedily. 

Mr.  Crary  next  addressed  the  committee,  and 
though  differing  very  widely  from  Mr.  Everett  in 
almost  all  the  principles  and  positions  he  laid  down, 
he  agreed  with  him  in  the  conclusion  to  which  that 
gentleman  had  come  in  favor  of  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs.  He 
spoke  at  some  length  in  reply  to  the  speech  of  Mr. 
Bell,  and  in  defence  of  the  administration  in  its 
course  of  Indian  policy. 

Mr.  Turney  followed  in  a speech  which  he  con- 
tinued until  a quarter  before  eight,  when  he  gave 
w'ay  for  a motion  that  the  committee  do  rise.  His 
speech  consisted  chiefly  in  a personal  reply  to  Mr. 
Bell,  largie  extracts  of  w'hose  former  speeches  he 
quoted  and  commented  upon. 

The  motion  to  rise  prevailing,  the  committee 
rose. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  moved  to  make  this  bill  the  or- 
der for  to-rnorrow  at  11  o’clock,  and  hoped  it  would 
be  done  with  the  understanding  that  the  bill  should 
be  got  through  with  on  that  day. 

The  house  then  adjourned  at  8 o’clock. 

Friday,  June  1.  The  morning  hour  allotted  to 
resolutions,  was  occupied  in  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  reported  by  Mr.  Worthington,  from 
the  committee  on  commerce,  relative  to  the  surveys 
of  the  lakes;  but  before  a final  decision  upon  ir,  the 
house,  on  motion  ot  Mr.  Cambreleng,  went  into 
committee  of  the  whole,  (Mr.  How'ard  in  the  chair,) 
and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Indian  hos- 
tility appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  Turney  resumed  the  floor,  and  finished  his 
speech  in  support  of  the  bill. 

After  Mr.  Turneu  had  concluded  his  remarks, 

Mr.  Bell  rose,  and,  having  complained  of  the  at- 
tack of  his  colleague  as  unprovoked  and  unexpect- 
ed, disclaimed  any  particular  ill-will  to  him,  on  the 
ground  that  he  was  acting  onlv  as  a conduit  for  the 
concocted  and  long-cherished  malice  of  others,  who 
had  never  thought  proper  to  meet  him  personally. 
His  colleague  was  acting  as  an  instrument — as  a 
tool — as  the  tool  of  fools. 

Here  Mr.  Turney  (who  sat  immediately  before 
Mr.  Bell)  rose,  and,  looking  him  in  the  face,  said, 
it  is  false,  it  is  false. 


Mr.  Bell  thereupon  struck  at  Mr.  Turney  in  the 
face,  and  blows  were  for  a short  time  exchanged 
between  them. 

Mr.  Turney  repeated  his  assertion  that  it  was 
false,  and  the  attack  was  renewed. 

Great  contusion  ensued.  Members  rushed  from 
their  seats,  and  cries  were  heard  forthe  “Speaker!” 
and  the  “Sergeant-at-arms!”  Mr.  Duncan,  said 
that  such  things  must  be  the  consequence  of  the 
abuses  which  was  going  on.  One  or  two  other 
members,  while  crowding  to  the  spot,  had  some 
rather  sharp  verbal  encounters. 

The  Speaker  hastily  took  the  chair,  called  on  the 
sergeant-at-arms  to  preserve  order,  and  read  a Bri- 
tish precedent,  (see  Jeffersons  Manual,  p.  132y) 
where  the  speaker  of  the  house  of  commons  had, 
in  like  manner,  interposed  to  quell  a disturbance 
which  had  arisen  while  the  house  was  in  commit- 
tee of  the  whole. 

Mr.  Howard  explained,  in  his  own  justification, 
that  the  occurrence  had  taken  place  so  suddenly, 
that,  though  he  was  most  anxious  to  preserve  order, 
he  had  not  had  time  to  interpose  until  the  speaker 
had,  very  properly,  assumed  the  chair.  At  this  he 
felt  nothing  to  complain  of.  The  house  had  natu- 
rally more  confidence,  at  such  a moment  of  excite- 
ment, in  an  officer  who  was  their  own  choice,  than 
could  be  reposed  in  a member  only  presiding  for  a 
short  time.  What  was  the  proper  course  to  be  now 
pursued,  it  was  difficult  for  him  to  suggest,  and  he 
did  not  suggest  any. 

Mr.  Wise  said,  that  the  excitement  which  had 
arisen  was,  as  had  correctly  been  observed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Howard,)  very 
sudden,  and  it  had  now  already  blown  over.  There 
was  no  disorder  in  the  house;  none,  certainly,  that 
w as  visible;  the  best  mode  of  disposing  of  the  mat- 
ter, was  for  the  house,  calmly,  and  with  dignity, 
to  go  back  into  committee. 

The  Speaker.  The  impression  of  the  chair  is 

Mr.  Mercer  here  rose,  and  said  that,  on  a recent 
occurrence  of  a similar  character,  he  had  submit- 
ted a resolution  declaring  that  it  was  proper  for  the 
house  to  enforce  the  rule  which  requires  that  in 
case  of  such  unpleasant  occurrences,  both  the  par- 
ties concerned  must,  before  leaving  the  house,  en- 
ter into  a promise  that  the  affair  should  proceed  no 
further.  The  house,  however,  had,  to  his  great 
pain,  laid  the  resolution  on  the  table.  He  could 
not  now  consent  to  make  such  a motion;  but  the 
case  was  perfectly  plain.  He  thought  the  rules  of 
the  house  were  the  laws  of  the  house;  but  if  the 
house  would  not  execute  its  own  rules,  Mr.  M. 
could  not  perform  his  duty  in  it:  There  could  be 

no  more  dishonor  in  supporting  one  rule  than  an- 
other. It  was  no  dishonor  to  support  a peace  offi- 
cer in  the  discharge  of  his  duty;  all  were  bound  to 
do  so.  The  rule  was  palpable.  He  did  not  rise  to 
comment  on  the  controversy;  he  had  not  heard  the 
remarks  of  one  of  the  gentlemen,  (Mr.  Turney,) 
and  therefore  could  not  judge  5f  the  provocation 
which  had  been  given.  If  the  house  had  not  mo- 
rality enough  to  support  its  own  laws,  Mr.  M.  could 
only  regret  it. 

The  Chair  put  the  question  on  going  into  com- 
mittee of  the  whole. 

Mr.  Fletcher,  of  Vermont,  commenced  to  address 
the  house,  expressing  his  pain  at  seeing  the  dignity 
of  the  house  trampled  on,  and  listening  to  dispar- 
aging remarks  by  gentlemen  against  each  other 

The  Chair  reminded  him  that  the  question  was 
not  debafeable.  Mr.  Mercer  said  he  was  reducing 
a motion  to  writing,  and  would,  in  a few  moments, 
be  ready  to  present  it.  Mr.  Oivens  moved  that  the 
house  adjourn. 

On  this  motion  Mr.  Mercer  demanded  the  }’ca3 
and  nays:  but  subsequently  withdrew  the  demand. 

Mr.  Yell  said  he  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia would  not  insist  on  the  motion  he  seemed 
about  to  make,  or  make  any  proposition  in  the 
case.  It  might  seem  extraordinary  that  a gentle- 
man from  Arkansas  should  stand  up  in  that  house 
on  such  an  occasion  as  a peace-maker,  yet  such 
was  now  his  design.  If  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia was  desirous  of  promoting  peace,  his  best 
course  would  be  to  do  nothing.  Mr.  Y.  had  the 
pleasure  to  be  well  acquainted  with  both  the  gen- 
tlemen from  Tennessee.  If  they  were  let  alone, 
the  momentary  excittment  would  quickly  subside, 
and  the  whole  matter  would  stop  here;  but  if  the 
gentleman  introduced  his  resolution,  it  would  be 
a question  of  privilege,  the  house  would  get  into  a 
debate,  and  the  two  gentlemen  would  be  removed 
to  so  great  a distance,  that  all  attempts  at  recon- 
ciling them  would  be  hoppless.  He  had  never 
known  any  good  to  follow'  from  the  efforts  of  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  in  such  cases,  though  he 
gave  him  every  credit  for  good  intentions.  If  the 
matter  was  to  be  debated,  then  the  house  must  go 
into  an  examination  of  the  causes  of  the  rencon- 
tre, and  its  circumstances;  all  this  would  be  pro- 
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ductive  only  of  evil.  He  knew  both  the  gentlemen 
well.  It  would  be  best  to  leave  them  to  their  own 
good  sense. 

Mr.  Wise  coincided  with  the  gentleman  from  Ar- 
kansas in  referring  this  request  to  his  colleague, 
(Mr.  Mercer.)  He  begged  him  not  to  attempt  to 
enforce  the  rule  he  had  alluded  to.  It  would  only 
widen  the  breach.  These  gentlemen’s  age  and 
standing  would  induce  them  to  preserve  the  de- 
corum of  the  house.  From  what  both  had  declar- 
ed in  their  speeches,  there  could  be  no  previous 
ill-will  between  them.  He  did  not  doubt  they  were 
already  ashamed  of  their  momentary  heat.  They 
were  already  more  punished  than  by  any  resolution 
or  discipline  of  the  house.  He  protested  against 
the  solemnity  with  which  every  casual  difference 
was  taken  up  in  this  house.  This  was  the  spring 
of  the  year,  and  what  the  house  had  witnessed  was 
a mere  April  gust,  and  would  pass  off  and  be  lor- 
gotten.  His  colleague  had  tried  this  course  fre- 
quently before.  [Mr.  Mercer.  Never  but  once.] 
Well,  I suggest  to  my  colleague  that  he  will  with- 
draw the  resolution. 

Mr.  Mercer  now  moved  the  following  resolution: 
“Resolved,  That  warm  words  and  a mutual  as- 
sault having  passed  between  two  members  of  this 
house,  viz.  John  Bell  and  H.  L.  Turney,  ot  the 
state  of  Tennessee;  they  be  called  upon  by  the 
speaker  to  declare,  in  their  places,  that  they  will 
not  piosecute  any  quarrel.” 

Mr.  Duncan  asked  whether  there  was  not  a mo- 
tion pending  to  go  into  committee?  and  whether 
this  resolution  was  in  order?  The  Chair  reminded 
Mr.  D.  it  was  a question  of  privilege. 

Mr.  Yell  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  of  Mr. 
Mercer  on  the  table,  and  it  was  done:  Ayes  80, 
noes  52. 

A gentleman  here  rose  to  order,  and  inquired 
whether  it  would  be  in  order  now  to  move  the  pre- 
vious question,  and  thus  act  upon  the  bill  under 
debate?  The  Chair  replied  in  the  negative.  The 
house  could  not  act  upon  the  bill  until  it  should 
have  been  reported  from  the  committee  ot  the 
whole. 

Mr.  Bronson  spoke  on  the  same  point;  but  the 
chair  adhered  to  its  decision. 

Mr.  Bouldin  moved  that  the  house  adjourn.  The 
motion  was  negatived  without  a count. 

Mr.  Pennybacker  said  that  it  was  a farce  that 
the  house  should  have  rules,  and  refuse  to  enforce 
them.  He  then  moved  the  following  resolution: 
“The  hon.  H.  L.  Turney  and  the  lion.  John  Bell 
having  violated  the  privileges  of  this  house,  by  as- 
saulting each  other  in  the  house,  whilst  sitting,  it  is, 
therefore, 

<■ Resolved , That  the  said  H.  L.  Turney  -and  John 
Bell  do  apologise  to  the  housp  for  violating  its  pri- 
vileges, and  offending  its  dignity.” 

Mr.  Yell  inquired  whether  this  was  not,  in  sub- 
stance, the  same  resolution  which  had  been  offered 
by  his  colleague  (Mr. Mercer.] 

The  Chair  replied  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Yell  then  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  also 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Grant  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered. 

The  roll  had  been  called  about  one-third  part 
through,  when  Mr.  Wise  rose  and  stated  to  the 
.house  that  both  gentlemen  were  ready  and  desirous 
to  make  the  apology  required;  and  proposed  that 
the  call  be  suspended ; but  the  roll  was  called 
through;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  resulted  as  follows: 
Yeas  21,  nays  155. 

Mr.  Bell  then  rose  and  said  he  had  been  ready  at 
any  moment,  to  acknowledge  that  he  had  violated 
the  order  of  the  house.  He,  however,  appealed  to 
the  older  members  of  the  house  to  say  whether  it 
had  been  his  habit  to  use  unparliamentary  language 
in  that  house.  He  regretted  extremely  that  he  had 
violated  the  decorum,  and  offended  against  the  dig- 
nity of  the  house. 

Mr.  Turney  followed,  but  in  a tone  so  low,  that 
but  little  of  what  he  said  could  be  heard.  He  was 
understood  to  say  that  he  had  no  intention  to  insult 
the  house,  or  to  violate  its  rules. 

The  resolution  was  then  laid  on  the  table,  and  the 
house  went  back  into  committee  of  the  whole,  when 
Mr.  Bell  resumed  the  course  of  his  speech  in  reply 
to  his  colleague,  (Mr. Turney,)  and  in  vindication 
of  his  past  political  conduct  and  character.  He 
dwelt  with  much  particularity  and  emphasis  upon 
the  attempts  which  he  alleged  had  been  made,  for 
some  years,  by  political  opponents,  at  home,  to  de- 
stroy him  politically;  and,  having  completed  his  re- 
marks, was  followed  by  Messrs.  Halsted  and  Under- 
wood, in  opposition  to  the  bill  as  reported,  and  in 
favor  of  the  proposed  amendment. 

After  they  had  finished  their  remarks  the  house 
grew  impatient,  and  loud  cries  of  “question!”  were 
reiterated  from  all  parts  of  the  hall. 


The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  following 
amendment  of  Mr.  Bell,  and  it  was  adopted,  by  tel- 
lers— Ayes  77,  noes  70.  Add  to  the  end  of  the  bill 
as  follows: 

“ Provided , That,  if  the  president  shall  ascertain 
that  all  discontent  and  further  opposition  on  the 
part  of  any  portion  of  the  Cherokee  Indians  to  the 
treaty  of  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-five  can  be 
allayed  or  avoided,  by  allowing  an  additional  com- 
pensation lor  the  lands  ceded  to  the  United  States 
by  the  said  treaty,  and  that  the  government  may 
thereby  be  saved  the  expense  of  keeping  on  foot 
the  large  military  force  in  the  Cherokee  country 
now  contemplated,  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  apply 
two  millions  of  the  sum  appropriated  by  this  act  to 
that  object.” 

As  soon  as  the  vote  on  this  amendment  was  an- 
nounced by  the  Chair,  Mr.  Cambreleng  rose,  and 
said  he  must  insist  upon  another  count  thereon. 
The  Chair  sard  such  a course  would  be  irregular. 
Mr.  Cambreleng  hoped  that  some  gentleman  who 
had  voted  for  it.  as  he  had  no  doubt  many  had  done, 
under  a misapprehension,  would  move  to  reconsider 
the  vote.  Mr".  Everett  expressed  the  hope  that  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs  would 
bring  forward  the  amendment  introduced  by  order 
of  that  committee.  Mr.  Anderson  moved  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which  the  amendment  above  stated 
was  adopted.  Mr.  Dromgoole  said  it  was  not  in  or- 
der to  move  a reconsideration  in  committee  of  the 
whole.  The  Chairman  decided  that  it  was  in  order 
to  do  so. 

Mr.  Rice  Garland  appealed  from  that  decision, 
referring  the  chair  to  the  parliamentary  manual  in 
corroboration  of  the  point  of  order  made  by  Mr. 
Dromgoole.  Here  Mr.  Bell  offered  the  following 
amendment,  introduced  by  direction  of  the  commit- 
tee on  Indian  affairs: 

Add  to  the  end  of  the  bill  as  follows: 

“Sec. — . And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  fur- 
ther sum  of  one  million  forty-seven  thousand  and 
sixty-seven  dollars  be  appropriated,  in  full,  for  all 
the  objects  specified  in  the  tnird  article  of  the  sup- 
plementary articles  of  the  treaty  of  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  thirty  five,  between  the  United  States  and 
Cherokee  Indians,  and  for  the  further  object  of 
aiding  in  the  subsistence  of  said  Indians  for  one 
year  after  their  removal  west:  Provided,  That  no 
part  of  the  said  sum  of  money  shall  be  deducted 
from  the  five  millions  stipulated  to  be  paid  to  said 
tribe  of  Indians  by  said  treaty:  And  provided  fur- 
ther, That  the  said  Indians  shall  receive  no  benefit 
from  the  said  appropriation  unless  they  shall  com- 
plete their  emigration  within  such  time  as  the  pre- 
sident shall  deem  reasonable,  and  without  coercion 
on  the  part  of  fhe  government. 

“Sec. — . And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That,  for  sa- 
tisfying all  claims  for  arrearages  oil  annuities,  for 
supplying  blankets  and  other  articles  of  clothing 
for  the  Cherokees  who  are  not  able  to  supply  them- 
aelves,  and  for  medicines  and  medical  assistance, 
and  for  such  other  purposes  as  the  president  shall 
deem  proper  to  facilitate  the  removal  of  the  Chero- 
kees, one  hundred  thousand  dollars.” 

Mr.  Garland  withdrew  his  appeal  upon  the  point 
of  order.  , Mr.  Anderson  withdrew  his  motion  to 
reconsider. 

Mr.  Wise  said  that  it  was  his  intention,  before 
the  bill  passed  through  the  committee  of  the  whole, 
to  reply  to  the  gentleman  who  had  preceded  him  on 
the  Cherokee  part  ofthe  bill.  But,  at  the  desire  of 
several  friends,  who  were  desirous  that  the  question 
should  be  taken  in  committee,  he  had  foregone  his 
intention.  He  had  had  something  to  offer,  more- 
over, in  relation  to  the  Seminole  part  of  the  bill,  bv 
way  of  bearing  himself  out  in  the  assertion  with 
which  he  had  commenced  this  discussion — that  the 
war  in  Florida  was  wicked  in  its  inception,  more 
wicked  in  the  manner  of  conducting  it,  and,  mpst 
of  all,  disastrous  in  its  results;  that  it  was  disgrace- 
ful to  the  country, — a brutal  and  inhuman  war,  cost- 
ing the  government  millions  of  its  treasure,  and  the 
country  some  of  its  best  blood.  Such  had  been  his 
intention:  but,  after  the  cries  he  had  heard  of  ques- 
tion! from  all  parts  of  the  hall,  he  would  not  then 
detain  the  committee. 

Cries  of  question!  were  here  renewed,  more  loud- 
ly than  before.  Mr.  Cashing  took  the  floor.  “Ques- 
tion! question!”  from  all  parts  of  the  house.  Mr. 
Cushing  proceeded  to  point  out  a clerical  error  in 
the  second  section  of  the  bill.  The  Chair  gave  no- 
tice that  it  should  be  corrected. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment 
offered  by  the  direction  of  the  committee  on  Indian 
affairs,  which  was  adopted  without  a division.  Mr. 
Cambreleng  then  moved  that  the  committee  rise,  and 
report  the  bill  with  the  amendments;  which  rpotion 
prevailed,  and  the  speaker  having  resumed  the  chair, 
Mr.  Cambreleng  hoped  that  the  amendment  of- 
fered by  Mr.  Bell,  as  for  himself,  and  adopted  in 
committee,  would  not  be  accepted.  He  moved  that 


it  be  considered  by  itself.  The  others,  he  hoped, 
would  be  adopted.  The  object  of  the  amendment 
to  which  he  took  exception  was  to  reduce  the  ap- 
propriations for  that  part  ol  the  army  stationed  in 
the  Cherokee  country,  to  keep  the  peace  there, 
$2,000,000,  upon  the  assumed  ground  that  the  Flori- 
da war  was  now  over.  It  was  now  the  first  of 
June,  and  he  would  ask  gentlemen  what  portion  of 
what  is  now  asked  for  the  appropriations  for  the 
army  in  Florida,  for  the  first  half  of  this  year,  could 
be  cut  off?  Nor  could  he  conceive  that  there  was 
any  safety  or  propriety  in  cutting  off  any  portion 
ofthe  Cherokee  branch  of  the  appropriation.  There 
was,  as  he  learned  by  letters  received  by  gentlemen 
upon  that  lloor,  already  great  danger  of  collisions 
between  the  Indians  of  the  Cherokee  country  and 
the  whites,  and  he  could  not  believe  that  the  pro- 
position of  Mr.  Bell  had  been  voted  upon  under- 
derstandingly  in  committee  of  the  whole.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  that  that  amendment  would  be  re- 
jected by  the  house.  Mr.  Pope  said  he  had  intend- 
ed to  give  his  views  at  length  upon  this  question 
while  it  was  up  in  committee  of  the  whole.  He 
was  not  ill  the  habit  of  troubling  the  house  when  it 
was  impatient,  and  he  would  not  say  any  thing  now, 
unless  the  house  were  quite  willing  to  permit  him. 
He  denied  the  power  of  the  president  ofthe  United 
States  to  order  a military  force  into  the  Cherokee 
country,  to  make  war — the  war-making  power  be- 
ing vested  in  the  house,  and  not  in  the  president. 
He  thought  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Bell  to  be,  there- 
fore, perfectly  correct.  He  considered  a great  prin- 
ciple to  be  involved  in  this  bill,  but  expressed  his 
determination  to  do  or  say  nothing  to  embarrass  its 
passage.  Such  an  intention,  he  did  not  believe,  ac- 
tuated a single  member  upon  that  floor.  He  could 
not  forbear  expressing  it  as  his  opinion,  however, 
that  the  treaty  in  question  was  no  treaty  at  all. 
Ever  since  the  year  1830,  he  thought  it  the  settled 
policy  of  the  administration  that  all  the  Indians  of 
the  country  should  remove  west  ofthe  Mississippi 
— a policy  to  which  he  had  given,  what  it  seemed 
to  be  impossible  to  withhold,  his  assent.  He  wish- 
ed to  give  his  views  upon  all  these  points,  and  he 
had  risen  to  move  an  adjournment  of  fhe  house,  to 
enable  him  to  do  so  hereafter. 

Mr.  Pope  here  gave  way  to  Mr.  Bronson,  who 
moved  for  leave  to  make  a motion  to  refer  certain 
bills  from  the  senate  upon  Wisconsin  affairs,  which 
it  was  expedient  to  put  in  a train  for  immediate  ac- 
tion thereon.  The  motion  for  leave  was  objected 
to.  Mr.  Pope  then  asked  leave  to  move  that  the  bill 
under  coesideration,  as  amended,  be  printed.  This 
proposition  was  also  objected  to.  Mr.  Thompson 
then  moved  an  adjournment.  Mr.  Yell  asked  for 
the  yeas  and  nays.  Not  ordered. 

Tellers  were  then  called  for,  and  ordered;  and  the 
house  refused  to  adjourn  by  the  following  vote: 
Ayes  74,  noes  81. 

Mr.  Thompson  did  not  desire  to  say  many  words 
on  this  question.  He  had  recently  seen  a letter  from 
a United  States  officer  in  the  Cherokee  country,  in 
which  it  was  stated  that,  while  the  Cherokees  did 
not  mean  to  resist  force,  they  did  mean  to  remain 
upon  their  lands,  passive  arid  without  willingly  mov- 
ing a muscle  towards  going.  Unless  propitiated, 
the  officer  believed  their  removal  would  cost 
millions  of  dollars  to  the  country.  Thus,  said  Mr. 
T.  if  not  propitiated,  millions  must  be  expended 
for  their  removal;  if  conciliated,  then  the  sum,  com- 
paratively small,  now  proposed  by  this  amendment, 
will  be  expended  humanely  and  nobly.  He  would 
leave  the  choice  between  these  courses  to  all  who 
had  the  hearts  of  men,  and  he  could  not  believe  they 
could  hesitate  which  to  choose. 

From  the  first,  all  his  sympathies  had  been  with 
the  Cherokees.  He  had  never  viewed  this  New 
Echota  transaction  as  a treaty.  Had  he  been  in  the 
senate  of  the  United  States  when  it  came  before 
them  for  ratification,  he  would  not  have  voted  for  it 
as  a treaty;  although  as  a law  upon  the  ground  that 
congress  has  a right  to  extinguish  the  Indian  title 
to  lands  within  those  states,  he  might  have  gone  for 
it.  And  he  would  moreover  say  that,  never  from 
the  day  that  Columbus  discovered  America  till  this 
time,  had  there  ever  been  so  advantageous  a treaty 
made  with  any  of  the  aborigines  as  this  very  treaty. 
Put  up  at  auction,  the  fee-simple  of  all  the  Chero- 
kee lands  could  not  yield  so  much,  by  a great  deal, 
as  this  arrangement  contemplates,  over  and  above 
the  consideration  that  a fine  territory  also  awaits 
them  west  of  the  Mississippi.  But  all  these  con- 
siderations did  not  make  this  arrangement  a good 
treaty. 

Mr.  T.  passed  a high  eulogy  on  the  character  of 
John  Ross,  the  Cherokee  chief,  and  upon  the  peo- 
ple of  that  tribe  generally,  to  whose  rapid  advance 
in  learning  and  civilization  he  paid  a handsome 
tribute.  Differing  as  he  did,  arid  as  he  evershould, 
in  most  points,  so  long  as  that  officer  kept  his  pre- 
sent political  associates,  he  still  honored  the  secre- 
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tary  of  war  lor  having  written  his  recent  commu- 
nication to  the  Cherokee  delegation. 

Honoring,  as  he  did,  tile  feelings  which  had  in- 
fluenced the  secretary  ol  war,  lie  believed  that  he 
was  greatly  in  error  in  asking  one  hour’s  delay  in 
the  removal  of  the  Indians.  It  w’as  a great,  a fatal 
mistake,  with  reference  to  the  interests  of  the  In- 
dians themselves.  Mr.  T.  looked  at  it  as  a prac- 
tical question,  as  all  questions  of  humanity  w'ere 
practical  questions.  Mr.  T.  knew  ttie  state  ol 
things  there;  he  knew  that  the  Indians  would  not 
be  allowed  to  remain;  and  they  ought  not.  You 
have  pronounced  the  transaction  at  New  Ecliota  a 
treaty  by  all  the  forms  known  to  the  constitution, 
an  .I  the  moment  yo  i did  so,  the  land  became  as  ab- 
solutely vested  in  the  state  of  G 'orgia  as  any  other 
foot  of  her  soil— is  that  on  which  Mill  dgeville 
stands.  You  have  no  light  to  look  behind  it,  and  to 
disturb  ihe  rights  of  a third  party  which  become 
vested  by  it,  no  more  than  you  have  to  reconsider 
the  treaty  of  1317.  by  which  a small  traH  of  coun- 
try was  added  to  his  own  (Mr.  T.’s)  district.  He 
repeated,  that  Georgia’s  right  was  complete;  that 
the  moment  this  government  hesitated  to  give  her 
possession,  she  would  take  it,  as  it  was  her  right 
and  duty  to  do. 

Mr.  T.  concluded  by  avowing  his  readiness  to 
vote  the  additional  sum  proposed  in  Ihe  amendment 
under  consul  'ration,  not  only  to  quiet  the  Chero- 
kees,  but  his  own  conscience;  and  by  declaringthat 
he  looked  with  no  little  apprehension  upon  the  ef- 
fects of  the  policy  which  was  going  on,  of  concen- 
trating, on  the  northwestern  frontier  of  the  co  in- 
try,  every  element  of  litry  and  revenge.  Ha  would 
rather  that  these  people  should  go  there  with  kind- 
ness in  their  hearts  towards  the  whites,  as  friends, 
not  as  deadly  foes. 

Messrs.  U alerwood,  Howard,  Reed,  Cambreleng, 
Pope,  McKay,  and  Pentiijb icker  followed  in  a desul- 
tory debate  upon  the  euect  of  adopting  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Bell,  and  that  of  the  committee  on 
Indiin  affairs  together.  Their  remarks  were  mostly 
iuau  lible  to  the  reporter,  such  had  become  the  con- 
fusion ami  disorder  in  the  hall. 

Mr.  Wtse  said  that  he  had  forborne  to  say  what  he 
had  desired  in  committee  of  the  whole,  with  the 
understanding  that  there  was  to  be  no  more  debate 
upon  the  bill  in  the  house.  Every  body  had  seem- 
ed to  know  all  about  it,  and  to  be  perfectly  prepared 
to  vote.  D iring  the  debate  in  committee,  gentle- 
men had  gone  whithersoever  they  saw  fit,  and  had 
left  their  seats  vacant  day  after  day.  Just  at  night- 
fall they  had  now  assembled  to  vote  on  the  bill  and 
the  amendments  proposed,  and  no  two  of  them 
could  now  agree,  it  would  seem,  as  to  the  elfect  of 
the  amendments,  or  to  the  character  of  the  biil. 
And  so,  said  Mr.  \Vis°,  we  must  begin  this  whole 
debate  over  again.  For  himself,  he  had  matter 
enough  upon  his  hands,  in  relation  to  the  two  chap- 
ters of  the  bill,  the  Seminole  and  Cherokee  chap- 
ters, to  occupy  him  in  a speech  of  several  hours, 

yet [G-r-  ensued  cries  of  “Go  on!  Go  on!” 

‘ Question!  Q lestiou”  “Adjourn!  Adjourn!”  &c.] 
Mr.  William:,  of  N.  C.,  (Mr.  Wise  yieldieng  the 
floor  for  the  purpose, ) moved  an  adjournment.  Mr. 
Sheplor  dem  ind 'd  the  veas  and  nays,  which  were 
not  ordered.  Mr.  Pelrikin  asked  for  tellers,  which 
was  ordered'.  An  I the  house,  (at  a quarter  before 
eight  o’clock,)  by  a vote  of  ayes  83,  noes  81,  ad- 
journed. 

S third  i’/,  done  2.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng , 
the  Li  lian  hostility  bill,  with  all  the  amendments 
prooos  *d  thereto,  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  a message 
from  th  - president  of  the  United  States,  transmit- 
ting the  following  report  fro  n the  secretary  of  state: 
Department  of  State, 

Washington,  May  31,  1838. 

To  the  President  of  the  United  Stales: 

T is  secretary  of  state,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  23th 
instant,  requesting  the  president  to  com  nnnicate 
to  that  house,  if  not  incompatible  with  thee  public 
interests,  any  correspond  mce  not  heretofore  com- 
municated, between  this  government  and  that  of  the 
republic  of  Texas,  arid  also  with  the  government  of 
anv  other  country,  relating  to  fhe  annexation  ol  the 
said  republic  of  Lexis  to  the  United  States;  and  to 
inform  the  ho  is  ; whether  the  application  for  the 
said  government  of  r *x  »«  to  the  United  States,  for 
admission  into  thisnnion,  has  been  withdrawn,  has 
tile  honor  to  report  to  the  president,  that  all  the 
correspo  idenca  b -tween  this  govern  ii-nt  and  that 
of  Tex  is.  respecting  the  annexation  of  that  republic 
to  the  United  States,  has  b^en  already  communi- 
cated to  the  house  of  representatives,  and  that  the 
proposition  of  annexation,  made  by  the  Texian 
government,  having  been  disposed  of  in  ttiaf  corres- 
pondence, has  not  been  since  deemed  within  the 
control  of  the  United  States. 


No  correspondence  upon  the  subject  of  such  an- 
nexation has  taken  place  between  this  government 
and  that  of  any  other  country. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

John  Forsyth. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dromgoole,  referred  to  the 
committee  on  foreign  ali'airs. 

Mr.  Lincoln  again  made  an  appeal  to  the  humani- 
ty of  the  house  in  favor  of  the  workmen  who  had 
been  employed  on  the  new  treasury  building,  and 
moved  a resolution  setting  apait  a portion  of  Mon- 
day next  for  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  remov- 
ing the  wall  of  ttiat  building  and  the  erection  of  a 
new  post  office. 

Much  opposition  was  made  to  the  resolution,  but 
Mr.  Lincoln  having  modified  it  so  as  tu  set  apart 
Friday  next,  from  10  o’clock  till  l,for  the  conside- 
ration ot  that  bill,  the  previous  question  was  called 
by  Mr.  Craig,  seconded  and  carried,  and  tlm  leso- 
luiion,  as  modified  was  then  agreed  to  by  a very 
large  majority.  So  Friday  next  at  10  o’clock  is 
assigned  lor  the  consideration  of  the  bill. 

A number  of  gentlemen  obtained  leave  to  report 
bills  Irom  their  respective  committees,  which  will 
be  noticed  in  their  progress. 

A communication  was  received  from  the  secre- 
tarj-  of  war,  transmitting  a report  of  the  commis- 
sioner of  Indian  affairs,  furnishing  as  correctly  as 
possible  the  information  called  for  by  a resolution 
ol  the  house  of  the  23th  u It.,  in  relation  to  the 
valuation  of  improvements,  and  the  amounts  paid 
thereon  under  the  Cherokee  treaty  of  1335. 

Mr.  Grennell  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
and,  (lie  rules  being  suspended,  the  same  was  agreed 
to  by  the  house: 

Resolved,  That  all  piivate  bills  providing  for  pen- 
sions or  payments  to  the  widows  of  officers  and  sol- 
diers be  added  to  the  special  order  of  assignment 
lor  this  day. 

Tne  house,  in  pursuance  of  the  special  order  of 
the  29th  u It.,  resolved  itself  into  a committee  of  the 
whole  house,  (Mr.  Elmore  in  the  chair,)  on  the 
bills  reported  from  the  committee  on  revolutionary  I 
claims,  and  on  the  other  bills  included  in  said  order; 
and  hav  ing  considered  them  severally,  reported  them 
to  the  house,  when  tiipy  were  ordered  to  he  en- 
gross  ul,  and  read  a third"  time  on  Monday  next. 

[At  three  o’clock,  a division  of  the  committee 
disclosed  the  fact  that  no  quorum  was  present. 

A motion  was  made  by  Mr  Duncan  to  adjourn. 
But  negatived;  and  a call  of  the  house  was  ordered. 

The  list  of  members  was  called  through.  Mr 
Mercer  moved  to  suspend  further  proceedings  un- 
der the  call;  but  the  house  refused.  Mr.  Petrikin 
moved  that  the  house  adjourn,  and  the  names  of 
the  members  present  to  be  entered  on  the  journal; 
but  this  motion  was  pronounced  out  of  order.  Mr. 
Adams  suggested  it  would  be  better  to  place  upon 
the  record  a list  of  members  absent.  The  absen- 
tees were  then  called,  and  excuses  received.  A 
quorum  appearing,  the  house  went  again  into  com- 
mittee, and  having  gone  through  with  the  residue 
of  the  bills  co  unfitted  to  them,  rose,  and  reported 
a part  of  Ihe  bills,  and  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
sit  again  on  the  remainder.]  All  other  bills  of  the 
character  of  the  above  were  either  not  reported  from 
the  committee,  or,  being  partly  considered,  were 
postponed.  The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Josephine 
Nourse  having  been  reported,  and  the  question  be- 
ing on  ordering  it  to  a third  reading, 

Mr.  Underwood  opposed  it.  and  called  for  expla- 
nation from  Mr.  Mason , of  Ohio,  who  had  reported 
the  bill.  Mr.  df  tsouand  Mr.  Grennell  replied,  when, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Turney,  the  house  adjourned 

Monday,  June  4.  Mr.  Philips,  of  Massachusetts, 
after  some  weeks’  absence,  upon  unavoidable  busi- 
ness at  home,  took  his  seat  this  morning. 

Several  bills  from  tile  senate  were  read  twice, 
and  appropriately  referred. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from 
the  secretary  of  war,  in  compliance  with  the  reso- 
lution of  the  house  of  the  2d  March,  1837,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  contemplated  bridge  across  the  Ohio  at 
Wheeling. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  gave  notice  that;  as  soon  as  the 
call  of  the  states  for  petitions  should  be  finished,  he 
should  move  to  take  up  the  Indian  hostility  appro- 
priation bill. 

Petitions  were  now  called  for,  when  a large  num- 
ber were  presented. 

Mr.  Cushing  asked  leave  to  offer  the  following 
joint  resolution: 

Resolved  b / the  senate  and  house  of  representatives 
of  ihe  United  States  of  America  in  congress  assem- 
bled.  That  the  secretary  of  slate  of  the  United 
Slates  be  authorized  and  directed  to  deliver  to  the 
secretary  of  the  senate  40  copies,  and  to  the  clerk 
of  the  house  of  representatives  360.  (in- addition  to 
the  number  which  he  is  now  authorized  to  deliver 
to  those  officers,)  of  the  1st  volume  of  the  4th  se 
ries  now  published  of  the  “Documentary  History 


ol  the  American  Revolution,”  published  bv  Messrs. 
Clarke  and  Force;  and  that  lie  deliver  a like  num- 
ber of'copies  to  each  of  those  officers  of  every  suc- 
ceeding volume  o;  that  work,  as  soon  as  may  be 
alter  the  same  shall  have  been  delivered  to  him  by 
the  publishers. 

And  be  it  further  resolved.  That  the  secretary  of 
the  senate  and  clerk  ol  the  house  of  representatives 
be,  and  they  are  hereby,  directed,  of  the  copies  so 
furnished,  to  distribute  one  to  each  member  of  the 
senate  and  house  of  representatives,  and  lo  each 
territorial  delegate  of  the  23d,  24th,  and  25th  con- 
gresses, who  are  not  entitled  o receive  the  same 
under  some  former  act  or  resolution  of  congress. 

Objection  being  made,  Mr.  C.  asked  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  rules,  for  the  purpose  of  considering 
this  resolution;  which  motion  prevailing,  the  reso- 
lution was  taken  up  and  considered. 

Tile  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded  on  the  en- 
grossment of  this  resolution,  but  were  not  ordered, 
and  the  resolution  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  lor 
a third  reading  this  day. 

Mr.  Adams  (when  the  state  of  Massachusetts 
was  called  lor  petiti t ions ) rose,  and  said  that  he 
held  in  his  hand  certain  joint  resolutions  of  Ihe 
legislature  of  the  commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
in  relation  lo  the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the  slave 
trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia;  that,  upon  a 
former  day,  other  similar  resolutions  of  that  state 
had  been  laid  upon  the  table;  whereupon,  ids  col- 
league had  moved  to  withdraw  them  from  the  table, 
winch  molion  was  still  pending.  Mr.  A.  said  he 
should  not  otter  the  resolutions  until  this  motion  of 
his  colleague  should  have  been  acted  on.  and  it 
should  be  ascertained  whether  the  house  would  or 
would  not  deliberately  decide  to  lay  on  the  table, 
without  reading,  without  printing,  without  con- 
sideration, tile  joint  resolutions  of  the  legislature  of 
a sovereign  state  of  the  union. 

Mr.  Ingham  (the  s’ate  of  Connecticut  being  called 
for  petitions)  presented  joint  resolutions  ol  the  le- 
gislature of  that  state,  expressive  of  the  opinion 
i that  the  resolution  ol  the  21st  D cember  last,  where- 
by all  memorials  upon  the  subject  of  slavery  were 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  should  be  rescinded.  He 
moved  that  they  be  printed. 

Mr.  Cushman  moved  I hat  these  joint  resolutions 
be  laid  on  tile  table.  Mr.  Ingham  said  he  bail  no 
objection  to  their  being  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table, 
but  he  did  hope  the  house  would  order  them  to  be 
printed.  The  printing  was  ordered,  and  they  were 
laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Grantluvd, 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  Unitpd  States 
be  requested  to  lay  before  this  house  anv  commu- 
nication which  may  have  been  received  bv  him,  or 
by  the  secretary  of  war,  from  the  governors  of  the 
states  ol  Georgia,  Noith  Carolina,  Tennessee,  or 
Alabama,  on  the  proposition  of  John  Ross  and  his 
associates  tor  extending  Ihe  time  of  removing  lhe 
Cherokee  Indians  Irom  those  st.Jtes. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Owens, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  manufactures 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
passing  a general  law  exeinpling  from  duty  iron  i in- 
ported  into  the  United  Slates  for  the  construction 
ol  iron  steamboats;  as  also  into  the  exp  dietuyof 
allowing  Gassaway  B.  Lamar,  of  Savannah,  Geor- 
gia, to  import,  free  of  duty,  iron  materials  lor  the 
construction  of  two  iron  steamboats;  also,  into  the 
expediency  of  remitting  the  duty  stipulated  to  be 
paid  by  the  Iron  Steamboat  Company  of  Georgia 
on  iron  imported  by  said  company  for  the  construc- 
tion of  an  iron  steamboat. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chambers, 

Resolved , That  the  committee  on  revolutionary 
claims  take  into  consideration  the  propriety  of  pro- 
viding bylaw  for  the  issue  of  land  scrip  for  the 
satisfaction  of  such  warrants  for  bounty  land  as 
have  issued,  or  may  hereafter  issue,  lor  revolution- 
ary services. 

Mr.  Kilgore  wished  lo  offer  the  following,  but,  its 
reception  being  objected  lo,  he  waived  his  purpose 
for  the  present: 

“ llesolved  by  Ihe  senate  and  house  of  representatives 
of  the  United  Stales  of  America  in  congress  assembled, 
Thai  the  operation  of  so  much  of  the  act  of 'June 
23d,  1336,  entitled  “An  act  to  regulate  the  deposiles 
of  the  public  money,”  as  prohibits  the  r<  ceipt  of 
the  notes  or  bills  of  specie-pav  ing  banks  which 
have  issued  since  the  4th  of  March,  1836,  notes  or 
bills  of  a less  denomination  than  five  dollars,  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby,  suspended  for  the  period 
of  tvvn  yeirs. 

A' d b • it  further  resolved.  That  the  operation  of 
the  £d  -motion  of  the  act  of  April  14,  1836.  eriti'W 
“An  act  making  appropriation  for ’he  payment  of 
the  revolutionary  and  other  pensions  of  ttie  United 
States  for  the  year  1836,”  be,  and  the  same  is  here- 
by, suspended  for  the  period  of  two  years. 
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The  resolution  presented  by  Mr.  Johnson,  of 
Louisiana,  on  t lie  1 !) t h March  last,  relative  to  modi- 
fying the  judiciary  system  ol'  the  United  States  so 
as  to  abolish  the  chancery  practice  in  the  courts  ol 
the  United  States  lor  ths  slate  of  Louisiana,  was 
considered  and  agreed  to,  with  the  following  modi- 
fication: “And  that  the  said  committee  inquire  also 
into  the  expediency  of  repealing  so  much  of  the 
3'ltli  section  of  an  act  of  congress  entitled  ‘An  act 
to  establish  the  judicial  courts  of  the  United  States,’ 
appruved  September  24th,  1739,  as  dispenses  with 
notice  to  parties,  according  to  the  provisions  of  said 
act,  where  they  reside  at  a distance  of  more  than 
one  hundred  miles  from  the  place  of  trial.” 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lyon , 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  revolutionary 
pensions  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing 
the  law  requiring  pensioners  who  fail  to  claim  pay- 
ment of  their  pensions  for  the  space  of  two  months, 
to  apply  at  the  treasury  department,  and  of  making 
provision  by  law  for  the  payment  at  the  most  con- 
vetii  nt  pension  agency,  upon  satisfactory  proof  of 
identity,  and  explanation  of  the  cause  of  any  delay 
in  claiming  payment,  or  of  making  such  provision 
by  law  as  will  authorize  the  pension  agents  to  give 
to  pensioners  orders  or  drafts  on  the  treasury  de- 
partment for  the  amount  due  them. 

Mr.  Sergeant  rose,  and  asked  the  chairman  of  thp 
committee  of  ways  and  means  at  what  time  it  was 
his  intention  to  bring  forward  the  bill  to  establish 
an  independent  treasury? 

Mr.  Cambreleng  replied,  in  the  course  of  next 
week. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng , the  Indian  hos- 
tility appropriation  bill  was  again  taken  up,  with 
the  amendments  reported  by  the  committee  of  the 
whole. 

Mr.  [Rise  took  I he  floor,  and  went  at  length  into 
the  subject,  sustaining  the  amendments,  opposing 
the  bill  as  reported,  and  reviewing  all  the  argu- 
ments on  the  uther  side,  with  much  earnestnessand 
minuteness. 

Mr.  Wise  was  followed  by  Mr.  Graham,  of  North 
Carolina,  who  expressed  the  opinion  that  there  was 
now  but  one  alternative;  the  Cherokees  must  leave 
the  country;  and  that  extermination  would  be  the 
necessary  consequence  of  the  non-removal,  forth- 
with, of  those  people.  He  was  opposed  to  the 
amendment  of  INI r . Bell,  and  in  favor  of  that  presen- 
ted by  direction  of  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs. 

Mr.  Bid  lie  went  at  length  into  an  examination  of 
the  manner  in  which  the  late  campaigns  against  the 
Indians  have  been  Conducted,  and  into  a general 
opposition  to  the  bill.  Mr.  B.  was  followed  by 
Mr.  Downing,  of  Florida.  When  Mr.  D.  had  con- 
cluded Ins  remarks  in  defence  of  I he  bill,  and  in 
response  to  those  gentlemen  who  had  reviewed  his 
former  speech  upon  this  question,  many  cries  of 
question  were  raised  from  ail  parts  of  the  house; 
in  the  midst  of  which,  Mr.  Cash  man,  of  New 
Hampshire,  rose  and  said  that  lie  should  like  very 
well  to  be  p -rmitted  to  vote  for  the  amendment  of- 
fered by  direction  of  the  committee  on  Indian  af- 
fairs; but  really  he  could  see  no  prospect  of  any 
im  nediute  termination  of  this  wide  and  protracted 
debate,  save  by  the  action  of  that  very  useful  rule 
of  the  house,  the  previous  question;  which  he 
moved  accordingly. 

Mr.  tVise  here  asked  the  Chair  what  that  ques- 
tion would  be? 

T:ie  Chair  replied,  on  the  engrossment  and  third 
reading  of  the  bill,  without  the  amendments  report- 
ed to  the  house  by  the  committeeof  the  whole. 

Mr.  / lamer  then  demanded  wnether  or  not  either 
of  the  amend  nents  reported  by  the  committee  of 
the  whole  had  been  adopted? 

The  Chair  responded  in  the  negative:  and  the 
house  then  refused  to  second  the  previous  question, 
62  only  voting  (by  tellers)  in  the  affirmative,  the 
no -s  not  counted. 

Then  ensued  most  deafening  and  vociferous  cries 
for  the  question!  from  the  house,  and  order!  from 
the  Chair. 

Mr.  Biddle  then  got  the  floor,  and  responded  to 
some  pissages  in  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Downing. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  vindicated  the  Ten- 
nessee volunteers  in  the  Seminole  campaigns  against 
the  imputation  of  having  refused  to  do  their  duty, 
and  to  labor,  which  had  been  thrown  out  by  general 
Jesup,  in  some  of  his  official  communications,  and 
which  h id  been  drawn  into  this  argument. 

After  he  finished,  a few  more  words  of  explana- 
tion ensued  between  Messrs.  Biddle  and  Downing, 
when  the  question  was  taken  on  the  amendments 
proposed  by  the  committee  of  the  whole.  Seven 
amendments,  going  materially  to  reduce  the  appro- 
priations as  originally  demanded,  were  adopted, 
as  reported  by  the  committee  of  the  whole,  on  mo 
tion  of  Mr.  Cambre  eng.  And  then  the  question 
recurred  upon  the  following  amendment,  as  offered 
by  Mr,  Bell: 


Add  to  the  end  of  the  bill  the  following: 

“ Provided . Tliat,  if  the  president  shall  ascertain 
that  all  discontent  and  further  opposition  on  the 
part  of  any  portion  ol  the  Cherokee  Indians  to  the 
treaty  of  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty  five  can  be 
allayed  or  avoided,  by  allowing  an  additional  com- 
pensation lor  the  lands  ceded  (o  the  Uniled  States 
by  the  said  treaty,  and  that  the  government  may 
thereby  be  saved  the  t xpense  of  keeping  on  foot 
the  large  military  lorce  in  the  Cherokee  country 
now  contemplated,  he  is  hereby  authorized  lo  apply 
a sum  not  exceeding  two  millions  of  the  sum  ap- 
propriated by  this  act  to  that  object.” 

Mr.  Graham,  of  North  Carolina,  asked  if  an 
amendment  proposed  by  a standing  committee  did 
not  take  precedence  of  one  offered  by  an  individual 
me  in  her? 

The  Chair  said,  in  reply,  that  the  question  should 
be  taken,  as  a mattei  of  course,  upon  the  amend- 
ments in  the  order  in  which  they  were  reported  to 
the  house  by  the  committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  here  took  leave  to  say  to  the 
house  that  the  amendment  under  consideration  was 
not  the  amendment  adopted  on  the  motion  ol  the 
committee  on  Indian  alfairs. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  on  this  amend- 
ment, and  it  was  rejected  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  II.  Allen. 
J.  \V.  Allen.  Aycrigg.  Bell,  Biddle,  Bon  1,  Borden, 
Briggs,  William  B.  Calhoun,  William  B.  Carter, 
Chambers,  Cheatham,  Childs,  Corwin,  Crockett, 
Cushing,  Darlington,  Davies,  Dennis,  Dunn,  El- 
more, Evans,  Everett,  Ewing,  R.  Fletcher,  Fill- 
more, R.  Garland,  Goode,  W.  Graham,  Graves, 
Grennell,  Hall,  Halsted,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hastings, 
Hawes,  Henry,  Herod,  Horfman,  H.  Johnson,  Ken- 
nedy, Kilgore,  Lincoln,  Marvin,  S,  Mason,  Max- 
well, McKennan,  Menefee,  Mercer.  Mitchell,  M. 
Morris,  C.  Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Parmen- 
ter,  Patterson,  Peck,  Pope,  Potts,  S.  S.  Prentiss, 
Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed,  Ridgway,  Robinson, 
Rumsey,  Russell,  Sergeant,  Aug.  H.  Shepperd,  C. 
Shepard,  Slade,  Southgate,  Stanly,  Stratton,  Talia- 
ferro, Thompson,  T il I i n tg hast,  Toland,  Underwood, 
J.  White,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  Lewis,  Williams,  C. 
H.  Williams,  Wise,  Word,  Vorke — 90. 

NAYS — Messrs.,  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Banks,  Beatty,  Beirne,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Boon, 
Bouldin,  Brodhead,  Bronson,  Buchanan,  Bynum, 
Cambreleng,  W.  B.  Campbell,  John  Campbell, 
Casey,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Cleveland,  Clowney, 
Coles,  Connor,  Crary,  Cushman,  Dawson,  Da- 
vee,  Di-Gratf,  Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Edwards, 
Farrington,  Fairfield,  I.  Fletcher,  Fry,  Gallup, 
J.  Garland,  J.  Graham,  Grantland,  Grant,  Grif- 
fin, Haley,  Hammond,  Hamer,  Harrison,  Haw- 
kins, Haynes,  Holsey,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard, 
Hnbley,  W.  H.  Hunter,  R.  M.  T.  Hun  er,  Ingham, 
T.  B.  Jackson,  J.  Jackson,  J.  Johnson,  N.  Jones, 
J.  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Kemble,  Klingensmith,  Legare, 
Leadbetter,  Logan,  Loomis,  Lyon,  Mallory,  Mar- 
tin, McKay,  Robert  McCI-llan,  Abraham  McClel- 
lan, McClure,  Miller,  Moore,  Morgan,  S.  W.  Mor- 
ris, Noble,  Owens,  Parris,  Paynter,  Pennvbacker. 
Petri  kin,  Phelps,  Potter,  Reily,  Rencher,  Richard- 
son, Rives,  Sawyer,  Shelter,  Shields,  Sheplor,  Sny- 
der, Spencer,  Stuart,  Stone,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus, 
Toucey,  Towns,  Turney,  Wagener,  Webster, 
Weeks,  T.  T.  Whittlesey,  Sherod  Williams,  Jared 
W.  Williams,  Yell — 112. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  following 
amendment  proposed  by  the  committee  on  Indian 
alfairs: 

“Sec.  — . Andbc  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  fur- 
ther sum  of  one  million  lorty-seven  thousand  and 
sixty-seven  dollars  be  appropriated,  out  of  any 
money  in  the  treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated, 
in  full,  for  all  the  objects  specified  in  the  third  ar- 
ticle of  the  supplementary  articles  of  the  treaty  of 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-five,  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Cherokee  Indians,  and  for 
the  further  object  of  aiding  in  the  subsistence  of 
said  Indians  tor  one  year  after  their  removal  west: 
Provided,  That  no  part  of  the  said  sum  of  morn  y 
shall  be  deducted  from  the  five  millions  stipulated 
to  b ■ paid  to  said  tribe  of  Indians  by  said  treaty: 
And  provided  farther.  That  the  said  Indians  shall 
receive  no  benefit  from  the  said  appropriation  un- 
less they  shall  complete  their  emigration  within 
such  time  as  the  president  shall  deem  raasonable, 
and  without  coercion  on  the  part  of  the  govern- 
ment. 

“Sec.  — . And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That,  for 
satisfying  all  claims  for  arrearages  of  annuities,  for 
supplying  blankets  and  other  art icles  of  clothing 
for  the  Cherokees  who  are  not  able  to  supply  them- 
selves, and  which  may  be  necessary  for  their  com- 
fortable removal,  and  for  medicines  and  medical 
assistance,  and  lor  such  other  purposes  as  the  presi- 
dent shall  deem  proper  to  facilitate  the  removal  of 
the  Cherokees,  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  be 


appropriated  out  of  any  money  in  the  treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated.” 

Air.  McKay  asked  for  a division  of  the  question, 
and  that  the  first  section  of  the  amendment  he  acted 
on  first. 

Mr.  Cushman  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
this  amendment.  Ordered. 

The  first  d i v ision  ol  the  amendment  was  adopted 
by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS — Messn.  Adams,  Alexander,  It.  AIRn, 
J.  W.  Allen,  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton,  Ay- 
crigg, Banks.  Beatty,  Beii  ne,  Bell  Bicknell,  Biddle, 
Birdsall,  Bond,  Boon,  Borden.  B; iggs,  Brodhead, 
Bronson,  Buchanan,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  Cambn  leng, 
W.  B.  Campbell.  J.  Campbell,  Carter,  Chambers, 
Chaney,  Chapman,  Cheatham,  Childs,  Cleveland, 
Clowney,  Corw  in,  Ciary,  Crockett,  Cushing,  Cush- 
man, Darlington, Dawson,  Davee,  Davies,  D(  Gralf, 
Dennis,  Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Dunn,  Edwards,  El- 
more, Evans,  Everett,  Ewing,  Farrington,  Fair- 
field,  R.  Fletcher,  I.  Fletcher.  Fillmore,  Fry,  Gal- 
lup, J.  Garland,  R.  Garland,  Goode,  J.  Graham,  W. 
Graham,  Grantland,  Grant,  Graves,  Grennell,  Ha- 
ley, Hall,  Halsted.  Hammond,  Hamer,  Harlan.  Har- 
per, Hastings,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Henry,  Herod, 
Hoffman,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hubley.  W.  H Hun- 
ter, R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  Ingham,  T.  B.  Jackson,  J. 
Jackson,  Jenifer,  H.  Johnson.  J.  Johnson,  N.  Jones, 
J.  W.  Jones,  Kiem,  Kc-mble,  Kennedy.  Kilgore, 
Klingensmith,  Legare,  Leadbetter.  Lincoln,  Logan, 
Loomis,  Lyon.  Mallory,  Marvin,  S.  Mason,  Martin, 
Maxwell,  McKay,  R.  McClellan,  AIcClure.  Mc- 
Kennan, Menefee,  Mercer,  M illigan.  Miller,  Mitch- 
ell, Aloore,  Morgan,  M.  Morris,  S.  W.  Morris,  C. 
Alorris.  Naylor,  Noble,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Owens,  Par- 
menter,  Parris,  Patterson,  Paynter,  Peck.  Penny- 
backer.  Petrikin,  Phelps,  Phillips,  Pope,  Potts.  Pot- 
ter, S.  S.  Prentiss,  Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed,  Reilv, 
Rencher,  Richardson,  Ridgway,  Rives,  Robinson, 
Rumsey,  Russell,  Sergeant,  Slietfer,  A H.  Shep- 
perd, C.  Shepard,  Shields,  Sheplor,  Slade,  South- 
gate,  Spencer,  Stanly,  Stuart,  Stone,  Stratton,  Ta- 
liaferro, Taylor,  Thomas,  Thompson,  Tillinghasf, 
Titus,  Toland,  Toucey,  Vanderveer,  Wagener, 
Webster,  Weeks,  J.  White,  E.  Whittlesey,  T.  T. 
Whittlesey.  L.  Williams.  S.  Williams.  J.  W.  Wil- 
liams, C.  H.  Williams,  Wise,  Word,  Yorke — 189. 

NAYS — Alessrs.  Bouldin.  Bynum,  Casey.  Coles, 
Connor,  Griffin,  Harrison,  Havnes,  A.  McClellan, 
Sawyer,  Snyder,  Towns,  Turney,  Underwood, 
Yell— 15. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  second  division. 

Air.  McKay  said  he  would  explain  the  grounds 
upon  which  he  asked  that  the  question  should  be 
decided.  He  objected  to  making  another  appro- 
priation for  the  supply  of  medicines,  be,  as  they 
had  been  provided  lor  in  the  other  sections  of  the 
bill.  Besides,  this  section  placed  at  the  disposal 
of  the  president  of  the  United  States  a fund  of 
$109,000,  to  he  used  as  secret  service  money,  to 
buy  npthe  Cherokee  delegation,  and  lor  such  ol  her 
purposes  as,  iu  his  discretion,  the  president  should 
see  fit  to  apply  it  to.  These  were  his  objections. 

Air  Thompson  suggested  to  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  (Air.  McKay.)  so  to  modify  his 
objection  to  this  section  as  to  prescribe  the  admin- 
istering ot  lobelia  instead  of  calomel  as  a cheaper 
drug,  and  so  to  carry  out  this  small  business  of  ob- 
jecting to  petty  expenses.  As  to  the  gentleman’s 
dread  of  placing  secret  service  money  in  the  hands 
of  the  executive,  where,  he  would  ask,  vver-  those 
apprehensions  of  the  gentleman  slumbering,  when 
the  motion  to  place  a certain  3,000,000  of  dollars  in 
the  hands  of  the  president  of  the  United  States,  to 
be  used  at  his  discretion,  was  pending  in  that 
house? 

Mr.  Everett  explained,  and  defended  this  section. 

The  house  then  adopted  the  second  branch  of 
this  amendment  by  the  following  vote. 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  H.  Allen, 
J.  W.  Allen,  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton,  Banks, 
Beatty,  Beirne,  Bell,  Bicknell,  Biddle,  Birdsall, 
Bond,  Boon,  Borden,  Briggs.  Brodhead,  Bronson, 
Buchanan,  Bvnum,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Cauibre- 
leng,  W.  B.  Campbell,  J.  Campbell,  Carter,  Cham- 
bers, Chaney,  Chapman,  Cheatham,  Childs,  Cleve- 
land, Clowney,  Corwin,  Crarv,  Crockett,  Cushing, 
Cushman, Darlington,  Dawson,  Davee,  Davies,  De- 
Graff,  Dennis,  Dunn,  Edwards,  Elmore,  Evans, 
Everett,  Ewing,  Farrington,  Fairfield,  Richard 
Fletcher,  I.  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Gallup,  R.  Garland, 
Goode,  J.  Graham,  VVm  Graham,  Grantland,  Grant, 
Graves,  Grennell,  Haley,  Hall,  Halsted,  Hammond, 
Hamer,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hastings,  Hawes,  Henry, 
Herod,  Hotlinan,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hnbley,  W. 
H.  Hunter,  R.  iVf.  T.  Hunter,  Ingham,  T.  B.  Jack- 
son,  Jabez  Jackson,  Jenifer,  H.  Johnson,  J John- 
son, N.  Jones,  J.  W.  Jones.  Keim,  Kemble,  Ken- 
nedy, Kilgore,  Klingensmith,  Legare,  Leadbetter, 
Lincoln,  Logan,  Loomis,  Lvon,  Alarvin,  Samson 
Mason,  Alartin,  Maury,  Maxwell,  R.  AIcClellan, 


238 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— JUNE  9,  1838— CONGRESS. 


McClure,  Menefee,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Mitchell, 
Moore,  M.  Morris,  S.  W.  Morris,  C.  Morris,  Nay- 
lor, Noyes,  Ogle,  Parmenter,  Parris,  Patterson, 
Paynter,  Peck,  Pennybacker,  Petrikin,  Phelps, 
Phillips,  Potts,  Potter,  Sergeant  S.  Prentiss,  Rari- 
den,  Randolph,  Reed,  Reilly,  Rencher,  Richardson, 
Ridgway,  Rives,  Robinson,  Rutnsey,  Russell,  Ser- 
geant, Sheli'er,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  C.  Shepard,  Shields, 
Sheplor,  Slade,  Southgate,  Stanly,  Stuart,  Stone, 
Stratton,  Taliaferro,  Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Titus, 
'Poland,  Toucey,  Wagener,  Webster,  Weeks,  J. 
White,  E.  Whittlesey,  T.  T.  Whittlesey,  L.  Wil- 
liams, S.  Williams,  J.  W.  Williams,  C.  H.  Wil- 
liams, Wise,  Word,  Yorke — 174. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bouldin, Casey,  Coles,  Connor, 
Droingoole,  Griffin,  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynes, 
Holt,  McKay,  A.  McClellan,  Morgan,  Noble,  Saw- 
yer, Snyder,  Towns,  Turney,  Underwood,  Yell — 20. 

Mr.  Everett  then  offered  the  following  amend- 
ment, to  come  in  after  the  ISth  line  of  the  bill: 
“for  making  treaties  with  hostile  Indian  tribes,  ten 
thousand  dollars.” 

Mr.  Hopicins  moved  the  previous  question,  which 
was  seconded,  84  to  61. 

Mr.  Everett  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  or- 
dering tiie  main  question.  Lost. 

The  main  question  being  ordered  (without  a divi- 
sion,) Mr.  Graham , of  N.  C.,  asked  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  engrossment.  Lost. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  then  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  read  a third  time  this  day. 

Beirg  read  a third  time,  and  the  question  recur- 
ring on  its  passage,  Mr.  J.  L.  Williams  asked  for 
the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered,  and  the  bill 
was  passed,  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  John  W. 
Allen,  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton,  Aycrigg, 
Banks,  Beatty,  Beirne,  Bell,  Bicknell,  Birdsall, 
Bond,  Boon,  Borden,  Brodhead,  Bronson,  Bu- 
chanan, Bynum,  Cambreleng,  W.  B.  Campbell, 
Carter,  Casey,  Chambers,  Chaney,  Chapman, 
Cheatham,  Cleveland,  Clowney,  Coles,  Crary, 
Cushman,  Darlington,  Dawson,  Davee,  Davies,  De 
Graff,  Droomgooie,  Duncan,  Dunn,  Edwards,  El- 
more, Farrington,  Fairfield,  Gallup,  James  Garland, 
Rice  Garland,  James  Graham,  Grantland,  Grant, 
Graves,  Haley,  Hall,  Hammond,  Harrison,  Haw- 
kins, Haynes,  Herod,  Holsey,  Holt,  Hopkins, 
Howard,  Hubley,  W.  Ii.  Hunter,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter, 
Ingham,  T.  B.  Jackson,  Jenefer,  H.  Johnson,  J. 
Johnson,  N.  Jones,  J.  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Kemble, 
Kennedy,  Kilgore,  Klingensmith,  Legare,  Lead- 
better,  Logan,  Loomis,  Lyon,  Mallory,  Marvin,  S. 
Mason,  Martin,  Maury,  Maxwell,  McKay,  Robert, 
McClellan,  Abraham  McClellan,  McClure,  Me 
Kennan,  Mercer,  Moore,  Morgan,  S.  W.  Morris, 
Noble,  Noyes,  Parmenter,  Parris,  Paynter,  Penny- 
backer, Petrikin,  Phelps,  Pope,  Potter,  S.  S.  Pren- 
tiss, Randolph,  Reily,  Rencher,  Rhett,  Richardson, 
Rives,  Robinson,  Russell,  Sawyer,  Sheffer,  A.  II. 
Shepperd,  Charles  Shepard,  Shield-.  Sheplor,  Sny- 
der, Soul  ligate,  Spencer,  Stuart,  Taliaferro,  Tay- 
lor, Thomas,  Toucey,  Towns,  Wagener,  Webster, 
Weeks,  J.  White,  E.  Whittlesey,  T.  T.  Whittlesey, 
L.  Williams,  ;S.  Williams,  J.  W.  Williams,  J.  L. 
Williams,  Word — 143. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Alexander,  Biddle,  Bouldin, 
W.  B.  Calhoun,  Dennis,  Everett,  R.  Fletcher, 
Fillmore,-Goode,  Win.  Graham,  Grennell,  Halsted, 
Hawes,  Henry,  Hoffman,  Lincoln,  Milligan,  C. 
Morris,  Naylor,  Ogle,  Patterson,  Phillips,  Potts, 
Rariden,  Reed,  Ridgway,  Rumsey.  Sergeant,  Slade, 
Stanly,  Stratton,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Underwood, 
Wise,  Yell,  Yorke — 37. 

On  motion,  the  house  (at  4 o’clock)  adjourned. 

Tuesday , June  5.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Bouldin,  it 
was 

Resolved , That  Monday,  the  11th  of  June  inst., 
after  the  hour  of  12  o’clock  M.,  be  assigned  for  the 
consideration  of  all  such  matters  of  business  as  re- 
late to  the  District  of  Columbia,  which  may  be  then 
pending  before  the  house. 

The  whole  of  this  day  having,  by  resolution,  been 
set  apart  for  the  consideration  of  business  relating 
to  the  territories,  the  house  went  into  committee  of 
the  whole,  (Mr.  Sergeant  in  the  chair,)  and  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  territorial  bills, 
upon  which  the  whole  day  was  spent.  [The  most 
important  of  these  bills  was  that  from  the  senate  to 
divide  the  territory  of  Wisconsin  into  two  territo- 
ries, and  establish  the  territorial  government  of 
Iowa.  A motion  to  strike  out  the  first  section  of 
this  bill  was  negatived.] 

Several  of  the  bills  were  ordered  to  a third  read- 
ing, and  then  finally  passed.  But  the  Iowa  bill  was 
laid  over  for  further  consideration. 

The  house  adjourned  at  five  o’clock. 

Wednesday , June  6.  After  the  transaction  of 
some  businesss  of  minor  importance,  the  senate 
bill,  as  amended  by  the  committee  of  the  whole, 
and  reported  to  the  house,  providing  for  the  appoint- 


ment of  a surveyor  of  public  lands  for  Wisconsin 
territory,  was  read  a third  time  and  passed. 

The  senate  bill,  as  reported  by  the  committee  of 
the  whole  to  the  house,  providing  for  running  and 
marking  the  southern  boundary  line  of  the  terri- 
tory of  Wisconsin,  was  next  read  a third  time  and 
passed. 

The  senate  bill,  as  amended  and  reported  by  the 
the  committee  of  the  whole,  dividing  the  territory 
of  Wisconsin,  and  establishing  that  of  Iowa,  was 
next  taken  up. 

This  bill  was  debated  by  Messrs.  Shields,  Mams, 
Bond,  Mercer,  Harlan,  Thompson,  Bynum,  and  Pope. 
During  the  debate,  the  previous  question  was  de- 
manded by  Mr.  Downing,  but  was  not  seconded  by 
a majority. 

Mr.  Bond  having  moved  (in  the  course  of  the 
debate)  to  reduce  the  salary  of  the  governor  from 
$2,000  to  $1,500,  and  as  Indian  agent  from  $1,500 
to  $1,000,  Mr.  Bronson  accepted  the  proposition  as 
a modification  to  his  motion.  Mr.  Thompson  mov- 
ed to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  and  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered;  and  the  house 
by  a vote  of  42  yeas  to  134  nays,  negatived  the  mo- 
tion. 

The  following  was  then  the  state  of  the  question: 

The  bill,  as  reported  by  the  committee  on  Indian 
affairs,  reads:  “The  governor  shall  receive  an  an- 
nual salary  of  $2,000  as  governor,  and  $1,500  as 
superintendent  of  Indian  affairs.” 

Mr.  Bond  had  moved  an  amendment  iri  commit- 
tee of  the  whole,  to  amend  by  giving  $1,500  as  go- 
vernor, and  $1,000  as  superintendent  of  Indian 
affairs. 

The  amendmerrt  was  adopted  in  the  committee 
of  the  whole;  and  the  question  now  pending  is,  will 
the  house  agree  to  the  amendment  adopted  by  the 
committee  of  the  whole?  The  amendment  was 
then  adopted.  Mr.  Mercer  proposed  to  amend  the 
bill  by  striking  from  the  first  section  of  the  bill 
“from  and  after  the  3d  July  next,”  and  to  insert 
“when  Wisconsin  shall  become  a state.”  Lost.  Mr. 
Bell  moved  that  the  salary  of  the  judges  for  the 
new  territory  be  reduced  from  $1,800  to  $1,500. 
Adopted. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a third  reading;  and 
being  read,  and  the  question  being  upon  its  passage, 
after  a few  remarks  from  Mr.  Ewing,  in  opposition 
to  the  bill,  Mr.  Cushman  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion, which  was  seconded  and  ordered;  and  the 
house  then  proceeded  to  vote  upon  the  bill,  as 
amended,  and  it  was  passed  by  the  following  vote: 
Yeas  118,  nays  51. 

The  house  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bronson,  went 
again  into  committee  of  the  whole,  and  took  up  the 
bill  “to  grant  a quantity  of  land  to  the  territory  of 
Wisconsin,  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  opening  a 
canal  to  connect  the  waters  of  Lake  Michigan  with 
those  of  Rock  river.” 

Several  amendments  (of  which  a more  accurate 
description  than  can  now  be  given  will  be  furnish- 
ed) were  offered  and  acted  on. 

The  committee  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bronson, 
took  up  the  bill  to  reorganize  the  legislative  coun- 
cil of  the  territory  of  Florida;  to  which  certain 
amendments  were  offered  and  acted  on;  and  next 
in  order  was  the  bill  for  the  completion  of  the  pub- 
lic buildings  in  Wisconsin;  to  which  no  amend- 
ment was  offered.  The  committee  then  took  up 
the  bill  authorizing  certain  roads  in  Florida,  which 
was  also  passed  without  amendment.  The  sen- 
ate bill  to  make  certain  roads  in  Wisconsin  was 
next  considered.  Amendments  to  this  bill  were 
offered  and  acted  on.  The  bills  making  provision 
for  a university  in  Wisconsin,  and  for  a railroad  in 
Florida,  were  then  considered,  amended,  and  order- 
ed to  be  reported.  At  this  point,  Mr.  Potts  moved 
that  the  committee  rise,  and  report  the  bills  acted 
on.  The  motion  prevailed. 

The  house  then  took  up  and  passed  the  senate 
bill  for  establishing  a university  in  Wisconsin;  the 
bill  of  this  house  making  certain  roads  in  Florida; 
the  bill  for  completing  the  public  buildings  of  Wis- 
consin; the  Florida  railroad  bill,  (with  the  amend- 
ment reported  by  the  committee  of  the  whole:)  the 
bill  for  ihe  making  of  certain  roads  in  Wisconsin, 
(as  amended;)  and  the  bill  to  reorganize  the  terri- 
rial  government  of  Florida. 

The  bill  granting  land  for  the  Milwaukie  canal, 
to  which  amendments  had  been  offered  in  commit- 
tee, came  next  in  order. 

Mr.  Petrikin  moved  its  postponement  till  to-mor- 
row, and  that  the  bill,  with  amendments,  be  printed; 
which  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  Bronson  moved  to  go  again  into  committee 
of  the  whole,  in  further  pursuanie  of  the  special 
order. 

A motion  was  here  made  to  adjourn,  but  was 
withdrawn,  for  the  purpose  of  allowing  the  Speaker 
to  present  an  executive  communication,  in  reply  to 
a resolution  of  Mr.  Grantland,  with  regard  to  the 


correspondence  upon  the  removal  of  Ihe  Cherokees. 
Mr.  Bronson  renewed  his  proposition  to  go  into 
committee  of  the  whole. 

Pending  this  motion, 

Mr.  McKennan  moved  to  extend  the  special  or- 
der so  as  to  devote  to-morrow  to  the  transaction  of 
territorial  business.  The  motion  to  adjourn  was 
then  renewed,  and  carried:  Ayes  64,  noes  49. 

And  then  the  house  adjourned. 

Thursday,  June  7.  But  little  business  of  impor- 
tance was  transacted  this  day,  the  greater  portion 
of  the  sitting  having  been  spent  in  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  bill  from  the  senate  to  grant  pre-emp- 
tion rights  to  settlers  on  the  public  lands;  several 
amendments  were  offered,  and  others  designated 
and  read  for  information.  But,  without  coming  to 
a decision  upon  the  bill,  the  committee  rose,  and 
ordered  the  bill  and  amendments  to  be  printed. 

The  joint  resolution  for  surveys  on  the  lakes  and 
in  the  waters  of  North  Carolina,  was  read  a third 
time,  and,  after  a renewed  debate  of  some  warmth, 
was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  senate. 

After  the  committee  had  risen,  Mr.  Thompson 
rose,  and  asked  permission  to  say,  in  reference  to 
words  of  an  exciting  character  which  had  recently 
passed,  in  the  order  of  debate,  between  a gentleman 
(rom  Pennsylvania  and  a gentleman  from  Florida, 
(hat  the  interposition  of  friends,  in  advance  of  any 
communication  between  the  parties,  had  left  to  a 
mutual  disclaimer  of  offence  and  withdrawal  of  all 
exceptionable  language;  and  that,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  honorable  Mr.  Hoffman  and  himself,  by  whom 
the  adjustment  has  been  made,  both  gentlemen  have 
done  all  that  was  demanded  by  their  established 
character  as  gentlemen. 

Friday’s  proceedings. 

In  senate,  after  the  presentation  and  reference  of 
a number  of  petitions, 

Mr.  Grundy,  from  the  committee  on  the  judi- 
ciary, reported  the  senate  bill  to  ascertain  and  mark 
the  southern  boundary  of  Wisconsin,  with  the 
amendments  of  the  other  house  referred  to  them, 
with  other  amendments  from  the  senate  committee, 
merely  changing  “Wisconsin”  into  Iowa,  in  accor- 
dance with  the  Iow'a  bill  that  recently  passed  the 
senate.  These  amendments  of  the  other  house, 
and  of  the  committee,  were  concurred  in  by  the 
senate,  and  the  bill  was  sent  back  to  the  other  house 
for  their  concurrence  in  the  change  to  “Iowa.” 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  committee  on  finance,  in 
compliance  with  the  senate  resolution  of  Mr.  Web- 
ster, of  the  31st  of  May,  instituting  inquiiies  as  to 
the  competency  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to 
use  as  depositories,  and  to  receive  the  notes  of 
banks  that,  since  the  passage  of  the  deposite  act  of 
July.  1836,  had  suspended  specie  payments,  or  had 
issued  notes  of  a denomination  less  than  five  dol- 
lars; and,  also,  as  to  the  expediency  of  so  modifying 
that  deposite  act  as  to  authorize  the  reception  of  the 
notes  of  banks  that  had  issued  such  notes,  made  a 
reporton  the  subject,  and  moved  that  it  be  laid  on 
the  table,  and  printed. 

Subsequently,  on  the  call  of  Mr.  Norvell,  the  re- 
port was  read;  from  which  it  appeared  that  the  ma- 
jority of  the  committee  considered  it  competent  in 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  both  to  use  as  deposi- 
tories, and  to  receive  the  notes  of  banks  that  had 
merely  suspended  specie  payments,  but  to  do  nei- 
ther in  regard  to  such  banks  as,  at  any  time  since 
July  4,  1836,  had  issued  any  notes  of  a denomina- 
tion less  than  five  dollars.  In  so  much  ol  the  report 
the  minority  of  the  committee  were  understood  to 
concur.  The  majority  of  the  committee  were  fur- 
ther of  the  opinion,  in  which  the  minority  did  not 
concur,  that  any  new  legislation  on  the  subject 
would  be  inexpedient,  at  least  till  the  fate  of  the 
sub-treasury  bill  should  be  finally  decided,  as  any 
such  legislation  as  that  proposed  would  interfere 
with  the  provisions  of  that  measure;  and  would, 
also,  be  acting  against  the  already  expressed  will  of 
the  senate,  in  passing  the  sub-treasury  bill. 

The  motion  to  print  was  followed  by  a most  ani- 
maled^and  earnest  debate,  (to  be  given  hereafter,) 
taking  a general  range  among  the  various  topics 
less  or  more  remotely  connected  with  this  subject; 
in  which  debate  Messrs.  Webster,  Norvell,  Wright, 
Benton,  and  Niles,  participated. 

Mr.  Webster  in  the  course  of  the  debate,  gave  no- 
tice that,  in  consequence  of  his  differing  from  the 
majority  of  the  committee,  he  would  ask  leave  to 
introduce  a bill  to  provide  further  for  the  collection 
of  the  revenue,  embodying  his  views  of  what  ought 
to  be  done  on  this  subject. 

The  report  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  the  commit- 
tee on  military  affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  continuing  in  force  the  act 
of  January,  1837,  to  make  indemnity  for  the  loss 
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of  horses  and  other  property  in  the  service  ol'  the 
United  States. 

The  hill  making  appropriations  for  the  suppres- 
sion ol  Indian  hostilities  lot  1S38,  and  for  the  pay- 
ment of  arrearages  for  1837,  having  been  read  a 
third  time,  and  the  question  being  on  its  passage, 
Mr.  Benton  spoke  at  length  on  various  topics  con- 
nected with  the  bill,  particularly  eulogizing  those 
who  have  been  concerned  in  the  management  of  the 
Florida  war. 

Mr.  Preston  spoke  biiefly  in  reply,  and  in  regard 
to  certain  strictures  on  his  remarks  of  yesterday, 
published  in  the  Globe  of  last  night,  some  of  which, 
Mr.  P.  stated,  were  in  the  very  words  used  in  the 
senate  by  the  senator  from  Georgia. 

Mr.  Ln.mpkin  expressly  denied  all  knowledge  of 
that  publication  before  it  appeared. 

The  bill  was  then  passed  without  dissent;  and, 
after  an  executive  session,  the  senate  adjourned. 

In  the  house,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  asked 
leave  to  introduce  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  the  failure 
of  the  last  term  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  United 
States  for  the  state  of  Louisiana,  and  into  the  con- 
duct of  the  United  States  district  judge  of  the  said 
state  in  attempting  to  remove  the  clerk  of  the  said 
district  and  circuit  courts  without  sufficient  cause. 

Mr.  Chapman  objected;  and  Mr.  Lincoln  claimed 
that  the  special  order  of  the  day  (respecting  the 
public  buildings)  be  enforced.  Mr.  Chapman  then 
withdrew  his  objection  to  Mr.  Johnson’s  motion, 
and  the  resolution  was  offered  and  adopted. 

The  house  next  took  up  the  special  order,  being 
; the  bill  providing  for  the  removal  of  the  treasury 
; building. 

The  house  went  into  committee  of  the  whole, 
(Mr.  Pope  in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the  conside- 
■ ration  of  that  bill. 

The  pending  motion  was  to  strike  out  the  enact- 
ing clause  of  the  bill,  (to  reject  it.) 

Mr.  Naylor  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  and  went  at 
some  length  into  a defence  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Keiin  opposed  the  bill,  replying  to  the  re- 
marks of  Mr.  Lincoln  made  on  a former  day. 

Mr.  Pratt,  of  the  committee,  sustained  the  bill, 
in  reply  to  Mr.  ICeim,  making  statements  with  a 
, view  to  show  that  economy,  and  the  necessity  of 
the  case,  required  the  takirigdown  of  the  buildings. 

Mr.  Lincoln  defended  the  bill,  in  reply  to  all  the 
objections  against  it,  until  the  hour  of  one  o’clock 
arrived,  at  which  time  the  committee,  as  a matter 
: of  course,  rose,  and  the  Speakertook  the  chair. 

Tlie  chairman  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave 
' to  sit  again. 

A motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Lincoln,  to  suspend 
l the  rules  lor  the  residue  of  this  day,  in  order  to  go 
again  into  committee  on  this  bill. 

[A  good  deal  of  confusion  took  place.  Some 
members  wished  the  committee  to  take  the  ques- 
) tion  depending  before  the  committee  rose;  but  this 
< was  declared  to  be  out  of  order,  the  hour  having 
i expired.  Others  wished  the  motion  so  modified 
that  only  one  hour  should  be  allowed  for  the  fur- 
ther  consideration  of  the  bill.  This  was  especially 
urged  by  Mr.  Sherrod  Williams,  of  Kentucky.— 
Mr.  Yell  wished  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the 
| table.] 

The  question  being  taken  on  Mr.  Lincoln’s  mo- 
I tion,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  the  rules 
, suspended,  and  the  house  immediately  went  again 
| inlo  committee  of  the  whole,  (Mr.  Pope  again 
taking  the  chair,)  and  the  debate  proceeded. 

After  Mr.  Lincoln  had  concluded  his  remarks, 
(which,  with  the  rest  of  the  debate,  we  will  here- 
after lay  before  our  readers,)  the  question  was  ta- 
ken upon  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  enacting 
] clause  of  the  bill. 

j After  three  attempts,  a quorum  having  been  found 
j present,  this  was  decided  in  the  negative:  Ayes  59, 
[ noes  66. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  being  as  fol- 
j lows,  was  then  adopted: 

“Strike  out  in  the  2d  section  all  after  the  word 
n ‘appropriated,’  where  it  first  occurs,  and  insert: 
>,  ‘Any  unexpended  balances  remaining  in  the  trea- 
sury from  former  appropriations  to  the  construction 
of  a treasury  building,  not  exceeding  .$150,000,  in 
addition  to  the  materials  to  be  taken  from  the  trea- 
sury buildings.’  ” 

j The  following  amendment  was  then  offered  by 
Mr.  Rencher: 

“ And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there  shall  be 
erected,  on  or  near  the  former  site,  a plain  substan- 
tial fire-proof  building  for  the  treasury  department, 
constructed  of  brick,  and  corresponding  in  style  and 
I architecture  with  the  three  other  executive  build- 
ings; and  that  for  this  purpose  there  be  appro- 
priated, out  of  any  money  in  the  treasury  not  other- 
wise appropriated,  the  sum  of  $50,000.” 


This  was  debated  by  Messrs.  Rencher,  Mercer, 
Williams,  of  N.  C.,  Lincoln,  Everett,  and  Duncan. 
Mr.  Rencher’s  amendment  was  then  adopted. 

The  committee  then  rose,  (on  motion,)  and  re- 
ported the  bill  as  amended.  Mr.  S.  Williams  moved 
to  lay  it  on  the  table.  Pending  which,  Mr.  S. 
Williams  moved  a call  of  the  house.  Ordered. 

One  hundred  and  forty  members  answering  to 
their  names, 

Mr.  Marvin  moved  to  suspend  the  call.  Mr. 
Duncan  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays.  Mr.  Marvin 
withdrew  the  motion  to  suspend,  and  the  list  of  ab- 
sentees was  called  for  excuses. 

Excuses  were  made  for  the  following  members. 
Those  italicised  were  not  excused.  The  remainder 
were. 

Messrs.  Jhjcrigg,  (absent  from  town,)  Birdsall, 
Biuyn,  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  of  Ky.,  Coffin,  Cran- 
ston, Curtis,  Ewing,  (all  illness,)  Glascock , (ab- 
sence at  home  on  private  business,)  Gray,  (gone 
home  on  business.) 

[At  this  point,  Mr.  Robertson  moved  that  the  call 
be  suspended.  Mr.  Duncan  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays.  Not  ordered.  Mr.  Robertson’s  motion 
to  suspend  the  call  was  rejected;  and  it  proceeded.] 
Messrs.  Rhett,  McClure  (left  for  home  with  his 
wife  who  is  indisposed,)  and  Miller,  (illness.) 
The  list  being  finished.  Mr.  Sibley  moved  for  a 
suspension  of  the  call,  (many  members  being  ab- 
sent,) but  the  motion  did  not  prevail.  Mr.  Potts 
renewed  the  motion  (the  rule  of  the  house,  pre- 
scribing the  action  of  the  house  in  such  cases,  hav- 
ing intervened)  to  suspend  the  proceedings  under 
the  call,  and  it  prevailed.  Mr.  Sherrod  Williams’ 
motion  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table  was  then  in  or- 
der. Mr.  Lincoln  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered;  and  the  motion  prevailed  by 
the  following  vote:  Yeas  89,  nays  82. 

So  the  bill  lies  upon  the  table. 

The  remainder  of  the  sitting  was  occupied  in  the 
consideration  of  private  bills,  a large  number  of 
which  were  passed.  After  which  the  house,  on 
motion,  adjourned. 

CHRONICLE. 

Fire  at  Nantucket.  The  Boston  Mercantile  Jour- 
nal gives  the  following  particulars  of  a destructive 
fire  at  Nantucket: 

“Nantucket,  June  2,  1838. 

“A  fire  broke  out  in  J.  James’  steam  ropewalk, 
on  South  Beach,  so  called,  about  three  o’clock  this 
morning.  It  spread  very  rapidly,  and  in  about  three 
hours  and  a half  it  entirely  demolished  about  twenty- 
five  buildings,  among  which  were  the  ropewalk, 
three  large  oil  and  candle  manufactories,  besides 
some  smaller  ones — a boat  builder’s  shop,  and  ten 
dwelling  houses,  besides  a number  of  other  build- 
ings. The  quantity  of  oil  connected  with  the  sheds 
in  this  section  of  the  town  was  very  large.  The 
loss  cannot  yet  be  ascertained,  but  it  is  generally 
thought  that  it  cannot  fall  short  of  from  three  to 
four  hundred  thousand  dollars!” 

A correspondent  of  the  Morning  Post  says  that 
from  150,01)0  to  200,000  gallons  of  oil  were  con- 
sumed, together  with  all  the  contents  of  the  va- 
rious houses  and  shops— loss  variously  estimated, 
probably  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars.  “The  greatest  losers  are  said  to  be 
James  Athearn,  D.  Jones,  P.  H.  Folger,  Nathaniel 
Hussey  & Brother,  Joseph  James,  Matthew  Cros- 
by, and  French  & Coffin.  The  wind  being  at  the 
south,  and  very  fresh,  strong  fears  were  entertained 
that  all  the  property  from  Commercial  wharf  to  the 
new  north  would  fall  a sacrifice,  but  the  flames  were 
at  last  arrested  b)'  blowing  up  five  wooden  buildings, 
which  left  so  large  a space  that  the  fire  was  soon 
under  control.” 

A letter  from  the  editor  of  the  Nantucket  In- 
quirer estimates  the  loss  at  about  $300,000. 

The  New  Bedford  Mercury  states  that  it  is  fpared 
that  the  whole  amount  of  insurance  on  the  property 
destroyed  does  not  exceed  $10,000. 

Late  from  Vera  Cruz.  By  the  barque  Ann  Eliza, 
capt.  Biscoe,  17  days  from  the  above  port,  we  learn 
that  Ihe  French  squadron,  consisting  of  the  frigate 
L’Hermine,  com.  Baroche,  and  brig  Alcibiade,  was 
still  blockading  that  place,  and  had  made  prizes  of 
two  Mexican  vessels;  one  the  brig  Unico  Hijo,  from 
Cadiz,  and  a schooner.  The  ports  of  Metamoras, 
Tampico,  and  Campeachy,  were  also  blockaded  by 
the  four  other  brigs  of  war,  viz:  L’Eclipse,  Dunois, 
L’Perouse,  and  Saurier.  The  French  frigate 
L’Ephigenie  was  expected  from  Havana  to  join  the 
blockade.  The  United  States  ship  Ontario,  capt. 
Breese,  was  at  Sacrificios,  to  sail  the  19th  of  May 
for  Tampico  and  the  coast  of  Texas;  also  the  -Uni- 
ted States  ship  Vandalia,  capt.  Gwinn. 

Commodore  David  Porter,  our  charge  at  Con- 
stantinople, is  daily  expected  in  this  country  on  a 
visit. 


Later  from  Barbadoes.  The  decision  of  the  legis- 
lature to  allow  the  slave  population  (80,000)  to 
pass  to  a state  of  absolute  and  entire  freedom  on 
the  first  of  August,  is  confirmed. 

Lieut,  col.  Twiggs,  of  the  1st  dragoons  has  been 
assigned  the  command  of  the  country  from  Micano- 
py  to  the  Atlantic.  Ilis  head  quarters  are  at  Garey’s 
Ferry. 

We  understand  that  twenty-four  Indians  have 
delivered  themselves  up  at  Fort  King,  to  captain 
Tompkins,  and  that  an  expedition  is  in  preparation 
at  that  post  to  scour  the  country  up  to  the  Ockla- 
waha  and  Orange  Lake,  where  the  Tallahassees  are 
reported  to  have  planted  largely,  undisturbed,  since 
the  beginning  of  the  war. 

Rise  of  water  at  Lake  Erie.  The  Cleveland  He- 
rald mentions  the  fact,  that  the  waters  of  Lake  Erie, 
at  that  point,  are  at  least  three  and  a half  feet  high- 
er than  they  were  three  years  ago,  and  eighteen 
inches  above  the  level  of  last  year.  A similar  rise 
has  been  observed  in  the  Upper  Lakes. 

Connecticut  copper  mine.  The  copper  mine  at 
Bristol,  Conn.,  to  which  the  public  attention  was 
first  called  by  prof.  Shepard,  is  found  to  be  exceed- 
ingly rich  and  productive,  and  a large  number  of 
men  are  now  employed  upon  it,  with  every  pros- 
pect of  making  it  the  source  of  great  wealth  to  the 
state.  About  twenty  tons  of  the  ore  have  been 
shipped  to  England  as  a sample,  and  one  hundred 
more  are  now  on  the  ground  ready  for  the  stamp 
mill.  The  ore  is  represented  as  very  rich. 

Connecticut.  The  legislature  of  this  state  on 
the  26th  May,  passed  the  following  resolutions 
unanimously: 

“ Resolved , That  the  members  of  the  senate  of 
the  United  States  and  the  representatives  in  con- 
gress from  this  state  be  requested  to  use  their  endea- 
vors to  procure  the  passage  of  a law  to  indemnify 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  for  losses  sustain- 
ed by  them  from  the  French  prior  to  Sept.  30,  1800. 

“ And  be  it  further  resolved.  That  his  excellency 
the  governor  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  requested  to 
transmit  to  oursenators  and  representatives  in  con- 
gress a copy  of  these  resolutions.” 

Mississippi  elections.  Official.  Prentiss,  12,722; 
Word,  12,077;  Claiborne,  11,776;  Davis,  11,346. 
Prentiss’  majority  over  Claiborne,  946.  Word’s 
majority  over  Claiborne,  295.  The  above  result 
was  handed  to  us  by  the  secretary  of  state,  and  is, 
of  course,  correct.  [ Columbus  Democrat. 

The  authorities  of  Charleston  state  that  the  loss 
by  the  late  fire  in  that  city  cannot  be  less  than  four 
millions  of  dollars,  and  taking  into  consideration 
the  amount  of  population  and  extent  of  resources, 
it  is  believed  that  on  this  occasion  Charleston  has 
sustained  a greater  loss  than  was  suffered  either  by 
London  or  New  York  on  the  occasion  of  what  are 
emphatically  called  “the  great  fires  in  those  cities. 

The  Milledgeville  Journal  of  May  22d  says: 

“We  are  happy  in  being  able  to  correct  the  ru- 
mor in  circulation  respecting  the  death  of  Dr.  J. 
Brewster,  late  surveyor  general.  We  have  receiv- 
ed a letter  under  his  hand,  dated  on  the  13th  Ma}1-, 
which,  although  it  does  not  allude  to  the  matter, 
furnishes  conclusive  evidence  that  the  writer  was 
'■in  esse ’ at  that  time.  The  report,  therefore,  of  his 
death  by  the  hands  of  the  ( Cherokee ) Indians,  turns 
out  to  be  only  ‘a  lie  with  a circumstance.’  ” 

The  U.  S.  corvette  St.  Louis,  capt.  Paine,  arrived 
at  New  York,  on  Wednesday  evening,  from  the 
West  India  station.  Officers  and  crew  all  well. 

A curious  case  was,  at  our  last  dates,  engaging 
the  attention  of  the  United  States  circuit  court  for 
the  Louisiana  district.  Judge  Lawrence,  the  new- 
ly appointed  district  judge,  having  the  power  of 
appointing  the  clerk  of  the  court,  also  assumed  that 
he  had  the  right  of  removal  without  cause,  and  he 
therefore  removed,  as  far  as  he  had  a right  to  do  so, 
the  clerk,  Mr.  Hennen,  and  appointed  another,  John 
Winthrop,  in  his  stead.  The  old  clerk  refused  to 
give  up  his  papers. 

On  the  opening  of  the  circuit  court,  judge  Mc- 
Kinley, of  the  supreme  court,  took  his  seat  as  the 
presiding  judge.  The  question  came  up  for  adjudi- 
cation, and,  after  an  able  argument,  the  court  divi- 
ded; judge  McKinley  deciding  that,  the  removal, 
without  cause,  was  illegal;  and  judge  Lawrence 
still  maintaining  his  right,  as  resulting  from  his 
power  to  appoint.  The  case  will,  therefore,  have 
to  go  to  the  supreme  court  for  final  decision. 

French  ships.  The  French  line  of  battle  ship 
L’HercuIe,  of  84  gun3,  admiral  Casy,  and  corvette 
Favorite,  captain  Rosanel,  arrived  at  Newport  R.  I. 
on  Monday  morning,  4th  instant,  from  Norfolk. — 
The  admiral  fired  a salute,  which  was  returned  from 
fort  Wolcott  by  the  Newport  artillery — there  being 
no  United  States  troops  at  that  post.  The  cutter 
also  fired. 
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Ohio.  At  the  Ohio  state  whig  convention,  field 
at  Columbus  on  the  31st  ultimo,  the  following, 
ammij;  other  resolutions,  were  unanimously  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  concert  ot  action  by  the  whigs 
throughout  the  United  States  can  be  best  secured 
by  means  of  a national  convention;  and  this  con- 
vention, therefore,  concur  in  the  recommendation 
of  the  state  whig  convention,  held  at  Columbus  in 
July  last,  to  that  effect;  and  also  concur  in  the  pro- 
position lately  made  by  the  whig  members  of  con- 
gress. as  to  the  time  and  place  of  holding  a national 
convention. 

Resolved,  That  this  convention  have  undiininish- 
ed  confidence  in  the  patriotism  and  talents  of  our 
distinguished  fellow-citizen,  William  Henry  Har- 
rison; and  concur  with  the  convention  of  July  last, 
in  presenting  his  name  to  the  national  convention 
as  a can  lidate  for  the  presidency;  b it,  at  the  same 
time,  pledge  their  cordial  support  to  the  nomination 
of  that  convention,  should  it  fall  on  either  of  the 
other  distinguished  statesmen,  Henry  Clay,  or  Dan- 
iel Webster,  whose  names  are  prominent  as  whig 
candidates  for  that  important  office. 

An  elegant  tea  service  of  silver,  weighing  126 
ounces,  has  just  bfeen  'completed  in  Philadelphia, 
w licit  is  intended  to  be  presented  to  James  Ronald 
son,  esq.,  of  that  city,  by  the  Louisville  and  Port- 
land Canal  Company. 

General  Walter  Smith,  late  of  the  United  States 
army,  has  become  the  proprietor  and  editor  of  the 
Mobile  Chronicle. 


Major  L.  G.  De  Russy  is  announced  in  the  Natchi 
toches  Herald  as  a candidate  from  that  district  for 
the  senate  of  Louisiana.  It  is  understood  to  be  his 
intention  to  retire  from  the  army. 

A detachment  of  about  one  hundred  United  States 
recruits  left  Buffalo  in  the  steamboat  Constellation, 
on  Friday,  25th  ultimo,  under  the  command  of 
lieutenant  P.  V.  Ha  gner,  and  destined  to  the  differ- 
ent posts  on  the  upper  lakes.  [Army  and  Navy 
Chronicle. 

The  New  Orleans  Bulletin  says: 

Three  years  since  the  exports  to  Texas  were 
hardly  worth  reporting,  while  the  trade  to  Mexico 
ranked  the  third  in  the  exports  from  New  Orleans. 
Tile  reports  of  our  custom-house  lor  last  quarter, 
show,  in  tile  trade  of  our  city,  Texas  now  ranks 
the  third  nation  in  the  value  of  exports.  No  esti- 
mate can  now  be  made  ol  the  immense  value  ol  the 
trade  of  the  new  republic  to  the  United  State  s. 

N -w  Orleans  slips  of  the  26th  ult.  mention  the 
arrival  there  of  three  companies  of  the  3d  regiment 
artillery  from  Tampa  Bay.  They  were  on  their 
way  to’ the  Cherokee  country. 

T.ie  following  officers  are  with  them:  Surgeon 
general  Lawson,  surgeon  Satterlee,  lieutenant  col. 
Gates,  31  artillery,  lieuts.  Poole,  A.  P.  Allen,  do.; 
C.  Tompkins,  do.;  Win.  Frazer,  do.;  E.  G.  Step- 
toe,  do.;  R.  Ridgely,  do  , and  adjutant;  and  Wooster 
of  the  4ih  artillery. 

It  is  said  that  sir  George  Arthur,  governor  of  Up- 
per Canada,  and  a corps  of  British  engineers,  have 
surveyed  and  selected  sites  for  lorts  at  Niagaia, 
Q leenston,  and  the  falls,  and  that  fortifications  will 
be  immediately  erected  on  those  spots. 

The  following  is  a correct  statement  of  the  ton- 
nage and  tolls  ot  the  Pennsylvania  canals: 

Collector's  Office,  Alleghany,  Jane  2,  133S. 

Tonnage.  Tolls. 

Last  week’s  report,  lbs.  37,297,61)4  $25,920  89 

Week,  ending  Friday  1st 

instant  - - 3,491,778  2,335  44 


Total  tonnage  and  tolls, 
since  1st  November, 

1337,  - lbs.  40,609,382  $28,273  33 

Tne  following  statement  will  no  doubt,  gratify 
many  of  your  reaOers,  as  exhibiting  a condensed 
view  oi  some  of  the  most  prominent  articles  of 
western  and  south  western  produce  and  manufac- 
ture, cleared  eastward,  at  this  office,  from  27th 
March  to  31st.  ultimo. 


B irrels  Hour, 

66,933 

Bushels 

wheat. 

11,010 

Dj 

Corn  and  other  grains, 

333 

Pounds 

bacon, 

6.034,172 

Do 

Tobacco, 

2,591,494 

Do 

Cotton, 

676,227 

Do 

Wool, 

173,538 

Do 

H unp, 

695,538 

Do 

Lard  ami  tallow. 

406,304 

Do 

Butter  and  cheese, 

13,011 

Do 

Feathers, 

21,112 

Do 

Pork, 

426 

Thomas  Fairman, 

Collector. 

Nelson  and  Cote  acquitted.  Drs.  Nelson  and  Cote, 
who  surrendered  to  general  Wool,  on  the  Vermont 
Toiitier,  in  March,  and  were  placed  under  heavy 
bonds  to  appear  at  the-Uuited  Slates  circuit  court 
on  the  21st  of  May,  were  tried  on  that  day  before 
Judge  Thompson  and  acquitted.  Nineteen  wit 
nesses,  including  general  Wool  and  his  staff,  were 
examined,  but  nothing  was  produced  to  prove  any 
organization  of  the  patriot  foices  within  the  Ver- 
mont lines. 

A new  coach.  There  is  now  in  the  course  of 
building,  at  a choachmaker’s  in  the  metropolis,  a 
coach  of  a description  at  once  novel,  elegant  and 
safe.  It  is  the  invention  of  a scientific  gentleman 
named  Staltbrd,  who  has  secured  a patent  lor  the 
same.  Before  we  give  a description  of  the  vehicle, 
it  may  be  proper  to  stale  that,  on  the  suggestion  of 
tlie  superintendent  of  the  royal  mails,  a similar 
coach,  intended  for  the  country,  was  built,  in  older 
that  its  mechanical  construction  might  be  fully  and 
practically  tried  and  tested.  Accordingly  a public 
trial  ol  one  built  at  Nottingham  was  made  in  the 
presence  of  several  hundreds  of  the  most  respectable 
inhabitants  ol  that  town.  Frisby  an  experienced 
and  well  known  whip,  took  the  reins;  the  coach  Was 
drawn  by  four  spirited  horses,  and  had,  inside  and 
out,  the  full  complement  of  passengers.  In  de- 
scending the  bill  to  New  Radford  if  was  several 
times  intentionally,  when  running  at  the  top  of 
speed,  suddenly  swerved  off  the  road,  the  near 
wheels  working  upon  a bank  three  feet  high  and 
the  oli  wheels  in  the  drain.  In  each  emergency 
the  coach  retained  its  vertical  position  like  a mari- 
ner’s compass,  so  much  so  that  the  gentlemen  who 
composed  the  inside  passengers  w’ere  altogether  in- 
sensible to  their  (to  others)  apparently  perilous 
situation.  The  body  of  t lie  new  coach,  instead  of 
resting,  as  in  theca.se,  upon  springs  below,  is  pois- 
ed upon  two  upright  suppoiters  rising  Iro  n the 
beds  and  axles,  and  passing  up  between  the  body 
and  the  boots.  The  tops  of  these  supporters  are 
surmounted  by  eliptic  springs,  on  which  the  body 
is  so  suspended  that,  on  meeting  inequalities  on  the 
road  the  centre  of  gravity  of  the  vehicle  is  freely 
adjusted  and  the  liability  to  overturn  it  completely 
conquered.  [ London  Morning  Chronicle. 

Rates  of  vessels.  The  following  article  shows 
the  manner  in  which  vessels  are  rated: 

ALA  vessel  under  8 years  old;  coppered  and 
copper  fastened,  and  in  complete  order. 

A 2.  Similar  to  the  above,  as  to  age  and  condi- 
tion, but  not  coppered  and  copper  fastened;  both 
are  necessary  to  constitute  her  A 1. 

Also  a vessel  formerly  A 1,  between  8 and  12 
years  old,  rates  A 2. 

A 3.  A vessel  formerly  A 1,  w hen  ovei  12  years 
old,  il  sound  and  in  good  order. 

A vessel  not  coppered  and  copper  fastened,  over 
8 years  old. 

It  is  understood  that  a vessel  never  rates  lower 
than  A 3,  whatever  her  age  may  be,  while  in  g“od 
order  and  fit  lor  sea. 

B.  Denotes  a vessel  unsound,  or  defective  in  sails, 
rigging,  or  hull,  and  not  to  be  trusted.  A vessel 
may  therefore  tie  transferred  to  a higher  rale  by 
undergoing  suitable  repairs.  -- 

Vessels  of  this  rate  are  considered  non-insurable. 

In  Ilingham  during  the  present  year,  57  vessels 
have  been  engaged  in  the  mackerel  fishery.  The 
number  of  barrels  taken  during  the  present  year, 
17,134  1-2.  In  1336,  49  vessels  were  engaged  in 
•he  business.  Number  of  barrels  taken,  14.436. 
In  1335.57  were  engaged.  Number  of  barrels  ta- 
ken, 15,398.  [ Boston  Gaz. 

Close  shaving.  By  the  official  return  of  votes  for 
senators  in  all  the  districts  in  Maine,  it  appears  that 
the  aggregate  whig  vote,  is  34. IS l and  the  Van 
Boren  vote  34,165.  It  is  well  known  that  the  whig 
candidate  for  governor  run  considerably  ahead  oT 
the  whigsenator'sticket  in  nearly  all  the  districts, and 
there  can  therefore  be  no  doubt  of  this  election  by  a 
a considerable  majority. 

Tacks.  There  are  three  manufacturers  of  these 
little  articles  in  Plymouth  county,  who  manufac- 
ture an  aggregate  number  of  45,000,000  per  week. 
In  the  whole  state  it  is  estimated  that  at  least 
75,000,000  are  made  weekly,  making  3,800,000,000 
a year.  [Philada.  Inq. 

Union  Bank.  In  a suit  brought  by  this  bank 
against  one  of  its  debtors,  the  exception  was  raised, 
that  the  bank  had  forfeited  its  charter  by  a suspen- 
sion of  specie  payments,  and  was  therefore  incom- 
petent to  bring  suit.  The  point  has  been  argued, 
we  understand,  before  judge  Buchanan,  and  a de- 
cision given  in  favor  of  the  bank  maintaining  its 
charter  and  corporate  rights.  Some  difference  in 
the  provisions  of  their  respective  charters  led  to  a 
different  opinion  as  to  the  effect  of  a suspension  of 
specie  payments  upon  the  Atchafalaya  and  Union 


panics.  It  is  no  doubt  fresh  in  the  recollection  of 
our  readers,  that  the  charter  of  the  former  institu- 
tion was  adjudged  forfeited,  in  consequence  of  hav- 
ing refused  to  redeem  her  issues  in  gold  and  silver. 

[A:  O.  Bulletin. 

I Vest  Indies.  Accounts  from  Jamaica  to  the  27th 
of  April,  sav  that  there  was  a heavy  gale  at  Anatto 
bay  on  the  20th  and  21st  of  that  month.  The  w aves, 
it  is  said,  rose  to  an  extraordinary  height,  and  the 
whole  extent  of  the  harbor  was  one  continued  sheet 
of  foam  and  breakers.  Two  vessels,  the  Wuolsntg- 
ton,  and  Young  Reynold,  were  overset  and  sunk. 
Several  boats  were  manned  to  rescue  the  crews  of 
the  capsized  vessels.  They  succeeded  in  saving 
five  of  th'e  eight  person®  from  a watery  grave,  but 
in  returning  to  their  vessels,  two  of  the  boats  were 
upset.  The  steward  and  a seamen  belonging  to 
one  of  the  vessels  were  drowned.  Much  damage 
was  done  to  the  shipping. 

Latest  from  Cape  Palma$i  By  an  arrival  at  Bos- 
ton, intelligence  down  (o  the  18th  January  last  hes 
been  received  from  Cape  Palmas,  the  settlement  of 
the  Maryland  Slate  Colonization  Society  on  the 
coast  of  Africa.  All  the  Liters  received  concur  in 
representing  the  affairs  at  the  colony  in  a happy 
and  flourishing  condition.  The  Niobe,  which  sail- 
ed from  Baltimore  on  the  17th  November,  artived 
out  after  a pleasant  passage  of  forty-three  days.. 
Two  were  born  on  the  passage  making  eighty- 
seven  emigrants  in  all  landed.  The  lieallh  of  the 
missionaries  is  represented  as  good,  and  their  cause 
as  prosperous. 

Business  at  Pittsburg.  The  Pittsburg  Advocate 
of  Friday  last  lays: 

“The  river  is  high.  The  arrivals  and  departures 
of  steamboats  have  been  quite  numerous;  and  as 
freights  have  been  reasonably  abundant,  and  the 
travel  extensive,  a good  business  would  have  been 
done  in  this  branch  of  our  trade,  but  lor  formerly 
low  prices.  We  believe  we  never  knew  downward 
freights  so  reduced  as  they  are  at  this  moment. 
Large  quantities  of  produce  continue  to  arrive 
destined  for  the  eastward,  via  the  Pennsylvania 
canal.  Except  in  bacon  and  flour,  the  transactions 
in  produce  here  have  not  been  large. 

Chronometers.  In  looking  over  the  London  Nail- 
'•cal  Magazine,  for  September,  we  notice  that  the 
linn  of  Arnold  & Dent,  of  London,  have  had  aw  ard- 
ed to  them  die  premium,  from  the  British  govern- 
ment, of  £3,000  slerli.ig,  lor  their  improvements  i n 
chronometers.  Of  die  many  on  trial,  one  of  theirs 
performed  with  astonishing  exactness  of  losing,  in 
twelve  months,  but  54-100tlis  of  a second!  These 
valuable  instruments  have  attained  such  a degree  of 
correctness  that  the  mariner  is  now  able  to  ascertain 
his  longitude  at  sea  with  the  greatest  degree  of  accu- 
racy. [27.  S.  Gazette. 

On  the  fourth  instant  an  election  of  offices  of 
the  Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery  Company,  for 
the  ensuing  year,  took  place  at  Boston,  and  was 
accompanied  as  usual  by  many  very  interesling 
ceremonies.  The  day  was  the  200th  anniversary 
of  Ibis  distinguished  corps,  which  is  composed,  we 
believe,  of  officers  of  every  rank  in  the  military 
service  of  Massachusetts. 

A petition  for  die  pardon  of  Abner  Knpeland, 
lately  convicted  of  the  crime  of  blasphemy,  is  in  cir- 
culation. The  Salem  Gozette  says  die  petition  fas 
been  revised  by  doctor  Charming,  who  is  to  head  it, 
and  that  it  will  be  signed  by  clergymen  and  others 
of  all  denominations. 

The  legislature  of  Connecticut  adjourned  on  Fri- 
eay  evening,  the  1st  instant. 

At  the  aunual  convention  of  the  Protestant  Epis- 
copal church  ol  the  stale  of  Maryland,  held  at  Cen- 
freville,  iri  Queen  Anne’s  comity,  last  week,  the 
Rev.  Dr.  East  burn  was  elected  bishop  of  the  dio- 
cess  of  Maryland,  vice  the  Rt.  Rev.  bishop  Stone 
deceased. 

Consuls.  The  president  oT the  United  States  lias 
officially  recognised  Johann  Jacob  Wprrier  as  con- 
sul of  Bremen  for  the  port  of  Philadelphia;  and  Jo- 
hann Wilhelm  Smith,  as  consul  of  Hamburg  for  the 
port  of  New  York. 

A mechanics'  bank.  The  mechanics  of  New-  York 
city  are  about  establishing  a mechanics’  banking 
association  under  the  general  bank  law;  the  capital 
to  be  one  million  of  dollars.  The  plan  is  intended 
to  embrace  all  the  great  interests  of  the  practical 
mechanics  of  that  city,  making  also  salutary  provi- 
sion for  journeymen  and  apprentices. 

Hon.  H.  Johnson,  now  a member  in  congress,  who 
who  was  one  of  the  whig  candidates  for  governor  of 
Louisiana,  has  declined  standing  a canvass,  there  being 
now  only  one  whig  candidate,  viz:  Hon.  A.  B.  Roman, 
running  against  Denis  Prieur,  (V.  B.)  late  mayor  of  the 
city  of  New  Orleans. 

Richard  H.  White  is  now  under  trial  in  Washing- 
ton ciiy  ,/or  the  fourth  time,  on  the  charge  of  having 
set  fire  to  the  treasury  buildings  in  1833. 
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Indian  treaties.  The  treaties  concluded 
last  year  with  the  Chippewa,  Sioux,  and  Winne- 
bago Indians,  and  with  the  tribes  residing  in  the 
state  oi  New  York,  were  ratified  by  the  senate  on 
Monday  last.  As  soon  as  published  we  will  give 
them  a place  in  the  “Register.” 

Connecticut.  The  legislature  of  this  state,  at 
its  recent  session,  adopted  the  following  resolution 
in  relation  to  the  sub-treasury: 

“ Therefore  resoloed.  That  it  is  the  will  of  this 
general  assembly,  that  our  senators  and  representa- 
tives in  congress  vote  against  said  bill,  or  any  other 
containing  similar  provisions,  and  use  all  lpgal  and 
proper  means  to  prevent  the  passage  thereof,  and 
that  they  be  and  hereby  are  so  instructed.” 

AcquittalofRichard  H.  White.  On  Thurs- 
day last  the  jury  impanneled  to  try  Richard  H. 
White  for  burning  the  treasury  building  in  1333, 
rendered  the  following  verdict,  which,  alter  some 
objections  on  the  part  of  the  prisoner’s  counsel,  was 
ultimately  recorded:  “We  the  jury  find  the  priso- 
ner, R.  H.  White,  under  the  plea  of  limitations,  not 
guilty.” 

Alter  the  verdict  was  recorded,  Mr.  W.  L.  Brent 
moved  the  court  that  the  prisoner  be  discharged; 
and,  the  district  attorney  making  no  objection,  he 
was  discharged  accordingly. 

Before  the  jurors  left  the  court-house,  nine  of 
them  tendered  the  following  to  White: 

“We  the  jury,  who  tried  ^Richard  H.  White,  de- 
clare  that  nine  of  us  were  for  acquitting-  him  eu- 
1 1 rely  ot  the  charge  of  burning  tile  treasury  depart- 
ment, and  believed  he  did  not  do  it;  but  that  three 
ot  the  jurors  not  agreeing  with  us,  we  compromised 
by  finding  the  verdict  we  did,  but  would  not  have 
consented  to  it  had  we  thought  it  would  have  left 
any  imputation  upon  him  as  to  his  innocence. 

“ Washington,  June  14,  1833.” 

[Signed  by-Wm.  Cleary,  13.  Cox,  Wm.  Youn»-, 
" . G.  Deal,  Matthew  Sexs.nith,  Daniel  Haupt.nan, 
Kemigius  Burch,  Franklin  Little,  Lproy  Edward.] 

The  reporter  of  the  “Intelligencer”  states  that 
the  jury  retired  at  about  3 o’clock  on  Wednesday, 
with  the  permission  of  the  court  to  go  home  at  8 
o’clock  in  the  evening,  provided  they  could  not 
agiee  upon  a verdict;  hut  with  directions  to  assem- 
ble on  the  next  morning,  at  8 o’clock,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  a final  disposition  of  the  subject. 
At  a quarter  past  one  o’clock  on  Thursday,  they  re 
turned  the  veidicl  stated  above.  This  was  the  fourth 
trial  of  White,  and  was  continued  for  nine  days. 

Banks,  Currency,  &c.  The  New  York  Ex- 
press, of  Monday,  states  that  it  was  currently  re- 
potted that  the  Bank  of  America  has  eilher  dis- 
counted a million  of  dollars  of  treasury  notes,  or 
has,  by  some  arrangement,  received  treasury  notes 
to  that  amount,  and  has  placed  a million  of  dollars 
in  specie  at  the  disposal  ot  the  government.  It  is 
a so  reported  that  a large  house,  m Wall- street,  has 
also  made  a negociation,  by  which  they  part  with 
some  two  or  three  millions  of  their  specie  to  the 
government  (or  their  treasury  notes.  We  alluded 
to  the  lact,  some  days  since,  that  government  were, 
seliiug  large  sums  of  treasury  notes  for  specie. 

In  relation  to  the  above,  the  Baltimore  Patriot  of 
blond  ay  says:  a gentleman  in  Baltimore  conversant 
with  the  recent  transactions  ol  the  treasury  depart- 
ment in  the  exchange  of  treasury  notes  for  specie, 
authorizes  us  to  terminate  all  conjectures  on  the  sub- 
ject, by  stating  the  fact,  that  the  holders  of  specie 
in  New  York  to  the  amount  ot  one  or  two  millions, 
have  preferred  to  invest  it  in  treasury  notes  hearing 
6 per  cent,  interest,  as  exchange  on  England  could 
not  ba  sold  at  les3  than  8$  permium,  which  results 
m a loss  oi  3j  per  cent,  on  the  importation.  If  ex- 
change should  rise  to  10,  the  precious  metals  will 
then  flow  back  as  the  cheapest  remittance.  All 
demands  on  the  treasury  are  now  paid  in  specie 
drafts. 

Sales  of  stock  at  Philadelphia,  June  13. 

34  shares  U.  S.  Bank,  123 

20  “ N.  Castle  & F.  Town  R.  R.  Co.  23  1-2 

Kentucky  money  market.  The  Louisville  Jour- 
nal of  the  9th  instant  has  the  following  report  on 
the  money  market: 

Exchange — Continues  to  grow  better.  The  banks 
of  this  state  are  corresponding  with  those  of  the 
Vol.  LIV— Sio.  16. 


neighboring  states  with  regard  to  the  resumption  to 
specie  payments.  There  is  no  doubt  that  all  the 
western  banks  will  resume  in  a few  weeks.  This 
fact,  together  with  the  fact  that  the  banks  will 
shortly  commence  drawing  on  the  proceeds  of  the 
late  large  sale  of  Kentucky  bonds,  makes  exchange 
droop.  Our  bank  rates  are  merely  nominal.  Out 
of  doors  good  checks  on  New  York  can  be  bought 
at  3 percent,  premium,  and  on  Philadelphia  and 
Baltimore  at  2. 

Excitement  in  Philadelphia.  On  Friday 
morning  the  8th  instant,  a miserable  lunatic,  a co- 
lored man,  who  escaped  on  Thursday  afternoon 
from  the  lunatic  department  of  the  alins-hcmse,  as- 
sailed one  of  the  Southwark  watchmen,  named 
John  Batts,  with  a club,  in  so  violent  a manner  as 
to  cause  instant  death.  The  mayor  and  sheriff  im- 
mediately instituted  an  inquiry  into  the  circum- 
stances, and  the  result  is,  that  the  murderer,  as 
above  stated,  is  proved  to  be  in  a state  of  frantic 
lunacy,  that  he  escaped  from  his  cell,  his  clothes 
bearing  the  usual  alms-house  label,  showing  his 
disease.  This  event  was  construed  by  some  evil 
disposed  persons  into  an  evidence  ol  an  insurrec- 
tionary spirit  among  the  colored  population,  and 
apnrehensions  of  a riot  were  entertained.  A pro- 
clamation from  the  mayor,  however,  explaining  ttie 
condition  of  the  murderer,  and  enjoining  good  Ol- 
der, had  the  effect  of  calming  the  public  inind. 
But  on  Sunday  last  the  city  was  again  greatly  agi- 
tated by  another  scene  of  violence  and  bloodshed, 
in  which  a negro  was  tue  principal  actor.  The  cir- 
cumstances,at  stated  in  the  Inqnirer,  were  as  follows: 

On  Saturday  evening,  between  8 and  9 o clock, 
while  Mr.  Francis  McKearney,  a victualler,  resid- 
ing in  Seventh  stieet,  near  Shippen,  was  standing 
and  talking  with  his  sister  in  front  of  his  own  house 
and  Rodgers’  tavern,  a negro  man  came  up  to  him, 
and,  without  any  known  dispute  between  them, 
stabbed  hfm  with  a knife  in  the  abdomen,  by  which' 
he  was  wounded  so  severely  that  lie  died  a lew 
hours  afterwards  at  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital. 

The  perpetrator  of  this  foul  deed  was  instantly 
pursued,  and,  after  some  difficulty,  captured.  He 
was  forthwith  taken  to  prison,  where  he  awaits  his 
trial  and  the  penalty  of  his  sanguinary  crime.  One 
ol’  the  rumors  is,  that  he  owed  the  deceased  an  old 
grudge,  and  (lie  olher,  that  he  was  intoxicated. 

As  it  was  expected  that  much  excitement  might 
possibly  grow  out  of  the  above  melancholy  atfair, 
the  authorities  were  on  the  alert,  the  sheriff  and 
mayor,  with  a large  force  under  their  command, 
being  fully  prepared  to  preserve  the  peace  of  the 
city  which,  fortunately,  had  not  been  disturbed. 

Canada  frontier.  The  last  advices  from  the 
Canada  frontier  represent  both  parties  as  desirous 
(o  adjust  the  recent  unfortunate  incidents  in  an 
amicable  spirit;  and  we  have  no  doubt  hut  that 
quietness  and  order  will  soon  he  restored.  To  in- 
sure their  continuance,  however,  the  guilty  should 
meet  with  prompt  punishment, and  the  utmost  vigi- 
ience  be  exerted  by  the  authorities  of  both  coun- 
tries, to  restrain  all  persons  disposed  to  widen  the 
breach  which  has  unfortunately  taken  place. 

From  the  A.  Y.  Commercial  Advertiser  of  Monday. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  following  paragraph,  co- 
pied iroin  the  Buffalo  Journal  of  Thursday  last, 
that  an  attack  was  to  have  been  made  on  some  of 
the  towns  on  the  Canada  shore,  on  Wednesday 
night,  by  a party  of  refugees  from  Lewistown— 
fortunately,  they  could  not  get  together  a sufficient 
number  of  scoundrels  to  warrant  a safe  retreat. 
Their  object,  no  doubt,  was  to  plunder  and  destroy 
some  of  those  elegant  seals  on  the  borders  of  the 
Niagara  river,  in  the  vicinity  of  Queenstown. 

_ We  have  letters  this  morning  from  the  Upper  Pro- 
vince, which  state  that  the  intercourse  between 
Oswego  and  the  province  has  almost  ceased,  and 
unless  speedy  measures  are  pursued,  the  lives  and 
property  of  those  that  reside  on  the  border  are  in 
jeopardy. 

Previous  to  the  destruction  of  the  Sir  Robert 
Peel,  we  believe  there  was  almost  a daily  inter- 
course between  Toronto  and  Oswego — but  now  the 
American  boats  do  not  touch  at  Toronto  as  usual, 
nor  do  the  British  boats  call  at  Oswego,  as  hereto- 
fore. We  hope  that  a short  period  only  will  inter- 
vene, before  the  regular  intercourse  shall  be  restored. 


“ More  disturbances.  An  atlempt  we  learn,  was 
lo  be  made  last  night  by  a number  of  Canadian  re- 
fugees, to  cross  over  at  Lewiston,  and  make  an  at- 
tack of  some  kind  upon  the  Canadian  shores;  the 
enterprise  was,  however,  abandoned,  on  account  of 
their  not  then  mustering  in  sufficient  strength. 
United  States  troops  were  to  leave  this  city,  in  the 
afternoon  train  of  cars,  for  tiie  above  place,  to  put 
a stop  to  such  attempts  hereafter.” 

The  Toronto  Herald  of  Monday  mentions  that 
the  steam  packet  William  [V.,”d^d  not  proceed 
lower  down  than  Rrockville,  in  consequence  of  in- 
formation having  been  given  that  an  attempt  would 
be  made  to  destroy  her. 

The  steamer  Coburg  arrived  at  Toronto  on  Mon- 
day with  460  men,  being  the  right  wing  of  the  34th 
regiment. 

The  Buffalo  Advert  ser  of  Wednesday  evening 
says: — “A  gentleman  direct  from  Youngstown  call- 
ed at  our  office  this  afternoon,  and  informed  us  that 
down  the  river,  on  both  sides,  every  tiling  was  quiet. 
Governor  Marcy  was  expected  at  Lewiston  this 
evening.  Three  otiier  persons,  named  Lester,  Hun- 
ter, and  Thayer,  who  were  concerned  in  the  assault 
on  the  Sir  Robert  Peel,  have  been  arresled  An 
artneds  chooner,  carrying  six  guns,  has  been  fitted 
out  by  the  British  to  cruize  amungthe  Thousand 
Islands.” 

From  the  Kingston  Herald  of  Tuesday. 

Two  companies  of  militia  have  been  3ent  to 
Brock  vile,  and  a schooner  is  fitted  out,  to  carry  six 
guns,  (together  with  a tender  andgnn  boats)  in  or- 
der to  cruise  on  the  river,  and  ferret  the  pirates  out 
of  their  hiding  places.  This  is  essential,  as  among 
the  Thousand  Islands  the  ruffians  might  lodge,  and 
find  shelter  ail  summer.  Bill  Johnson,  if  not  one 
of  his  sons  also,  was  one  of  the  party  that  robbed 
tile  Peel,  hut  neither  he  nor  his  boats  have  been 
seen  at  French  Creek  since.  They  are  doubtless 
concealed  somewhere  among  the  islands,  and  it  will 
be  no  easy  task  to  find  them,  as  the  places  of  con- 
cealment are  so  numerous  and  complete.  About 
one  third  of  the  Sir  Robert  Peel  was  owned  in  0»- 
densburg,  the  remainder  in  Brockville.  She  Is 
valued  at  11.0001. 

Governor  Marcy  came  yesterday  to  Cape  Vin- 
cent, and  addressed  a letter  to  the  mayor,  requesting 
an  interview,  and  he  is  expected  here  in  tile  course 
of  to-day.  Scanlati  has  been  bailed  on  his  own  re- 
cognizance. Bill  Johnson,  it  is  ascertained,  is  on 
the  Duck  Islands,  at  the  foot  of  the  lake.  He  is 
lying  in  wait  for  some  lake  steamboat. 

On  Sunday  morning,  the  commodore  Barrie 
brought  down  from  Toronto  twenty-two  ofthe  state 
prisoners,  among  them  Theller,  Sutherland,  John 
G.  Parker,  Montgomery,  the  brothers  Shepherd. 
They  were  all  taken  to  Fort  Henry,  to  be  kept 
there  until  Lord  Durham  has  considered  their  cases. 

A militia  order  published  in  the  official  Gazette, 
prohibits  militia  officers  from  wearing  their  uniform 
when  passing  to  tiie  United  States  on  leave.  Com- 
mandants of  corps  and  stations  are  to  see  that  the 
order  is  punctually  complid  with. 

From  the  N.  I7.  Courier,  June  11. 

The  accounts  from  tiie  frontier,  we  are  hap- 
py to  say,  represent  our  state  authorities  and 
the  people  as  anxiously  endeavoring  to  obviate  the 
unpleasant  consequences  which  it  was  at  first  ap- 
prehended would  grow  out  ofthe  destruction  ofthe 
British  steamboat  Sir  Robert  Peel  and  the  firing  on 
the  Telegraph,  whilst  at  Kingston.  The  magis- 
trates of  tiie  latter  place  had  invited  the  United 
States  district  attorney  to  be  present  at  the  legal 
investigation  which  had  been  made  into  the  circum- 
stances connected  with  the  last  occurrence.  He 
had  attended,  and  it  was  stated  was  perfectly  satis- 
fied with  the  course  taken.  The  governor  of  this 
state  had  also  expressed  to  the  mayor  of  Kingston 
a desire  to  have  an  interview  with  him,  which 
was  about  to  take  place. 

Proclamation  of  the  governor  of  N.  York.  Where- 
as William  Johnson,  late  of  French  Creek,  in 
the  county  of  Jefferson;  Daniel  McLeod,  a refu- 
gee from  the  province  of  Upper  Canada;  Samuel 
C.  Frey  and  Robert  Smith,  also  refugees  from  the 
same  province,  have  been  duly  charged  on  oath 
with  having  been  engaged  with  others  in  seizing, 
plundering,  and  burning  the  steambort  ‘Sir  Robert 
Peel,’  at  Wells’  island,  in  the  river  St.  Lawrence, 
and  have  hitherto  eluded  the  civil  officers  in  their 
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attempts  to  arrest  them;  I do  hereby  offer  the  fol-  i 
lowing  reward  lor  the  arrest  of  each  one  of  them,  \ 
and  tor  his  delivery  to  the  custody  ol  the  sheriff  of  i 
the  county  ol  Jetierson,  viz: 


For  William  Johnson,  $500 

For  Daniel  McLeod,  $250 

For  Samuel  C.  Frey,  $250 

For  Robert  Smith,  $250 


Besides  the  persons  already  arrested,  and  those 
above  named,  there  are  good  reasons  lor  believing 
that  several  others  were  associated  with  them  in 
committing  the  crimes  above  mentioned.  1 do  fur- 
ther offer  a revvatd  of  one  hundred  dollars,  for  the 
detection  and  delivery  as  aforesaid  ol  each  one  of 
the  offenders,  who  are  not  named  above,  or  have 
not  been  already  arrested. 

And  1 do  hereby  order  and  command  all  civil  and 
ministerial  officers  of  this  state  to  be  vigilant  and 
active  in  their  exertions  to  cause  the  said  offenders 
to  be  brought  to  justice. 

Previous  to  committing  the  offences  above  speci- 
fied, the  depredators  had  their  encampment  upon 
the  “Ten  Tnousand  Islands,”  in  the  St.  Lawrence, 
which  are  situated  partly  in  the  province  ol  Upper 
Canada,  and  partly  within  the  limits  of  this  state, 
and  it  is  believed  the  places  ol  their  refuge  at  this 
time  are  among  the  islands. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  privy  seal  of  the 
state,  this  the  4th  day  ol  June,  1838. 

W.  L.  Marcy. 

Durham.  By  his  excellency  the  right  honora- 
ble John  George,  Earl  of  Durham,  Viscount  Lamb- 
ton,  &.C.  &c.,  knight  grand  cross  of  the  most  Honor- 
able order  of  the  Bath,  one  of  her  majesty’s  most 
honorable  privy  council,  and  governor  general, 
vice  admiral,  and  captain  general  of  all  her  majes 
ty’s  provinces  within,  and  adjacent  to  the  continent 
of  iSorth  America,  &c.  &.C.  &c. — A proclamation. 

Whereas  information  has  been  received  hy  me, 
that,  on  the  lu.enty  ninth  day  of  May  last,  at  a cer- 
tain island,  called  “Wells’ island,”  in  the  river  St. 
Lawrence,  within  the  territory  of  the  Unitid  States 
of  America,  a body  of  armed  men,  at  midnight. 
Seized  upon  a certain  steam  vessel  called  the  Sir 
Robert  Reel,  belonging  to  certain  subjects  of  her 
majesty  in  the  province  of  Upper  Canada,  then 
moored  at  the  said  island,  to  which  she  had  resorted 
in  the  peaceable  prosecution  of  her  accustomed 
voyage,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  in  fuel;  and  hav- 
ing with  violence  driven  the  passengers  of  the  said 
steamboat  upon  the  said  island,  deliberately  plun- 
dered, burnt,  and  destroyed  the  said  steamboat. 

And  whereas,  many  of  the  said  passengers  were 
females,  and  were  thus  assailed  with  a total  disre- 
gard of  their  sex,  and  their  condition  at  that  hour 
of  the  night,  thereby  greatly  aggravating  the  out- 
rage: And  w hereas,  the  due  protection  of  her  ma- 
jesty’s subjects,  and  the  demands  of  justice,  impe 
ratively  require  that  the  perpetrators  of  such  a 
crime  should  not  escape  unpunished:  And  whereas, 
with  that  object  I am  desirous  of  co-operating  w ith 
and  giving  every  facility  to  the  authorities  of  the 
United  States:  Now,  know  all  men  by  these  pre- 
sents, that  I do  hereby  promise  the  sum  of  one 
thousand  pounds  to  any  person  or  persons  who  shall 
identify  and  bring  to  conviction  before  any  compe- 
tent tribunal,  any  person  actively  engaged  in,  or 
directly  aiding  and  abetting  the  perpetration  of  this 
last  mentioned  outrage. 

To  allay  the  alarm  which  has  again  unhappily 
disturbed  the  peace  of  the  frontier  of  the  province 
ol  Upp-r  Canada,  I hereby  proclaim  to  the  subjects 
of  her  maj  -sty  residing  therein,  my  determination 
to  secure  their  present  and  permanent  protection 
by  the  employment  of  every  means  at  the  disposal 
of  her  majesty’s  government;  for  which  purpose  a 
sufficient  military  force  will  be  immediately  con- 
centrated on  such  points,  as  shall  best  protect  the 
frontier  line  from  all  aggressions  on  the  peaceable 
inhabitants  of  these  provinces.  I shall  also  lose  no 
time  in  appealing  to  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  to  vindicate  its  own  honor,  by  avenging  the 
insult  which  has  been  offered  by  a band  of  law  less 
pirates,  and  repairing  the  wrongs  which  have  been 
inflicted  on  her  majesty’s  subj  cts. 

Pending  such  appeal,  I earnestly  exhort  all  her 
majesty’s  subjects,  notwiths’anding  the  aggravated 
provocation  they  have  received,  carefully  to  abstain 
from  any  act  of  retaliation  w hich  may  expose  them 
to  the  imputation  of  a disregard  of  their  own 
honor,  by  a violation  of  the  rights  of  adjoinin'* 
powmrs. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  at  arms  at  the 
castle  of  St.  Lewis,  in  the  city  of  Quebec,  in  said 
province  of  Lower  Canada,  the  second  day  of  June, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirty-eight,  and  in  the  first  year  of  her 
majesty’s  reign. 

By  command: 

Charles  Buller,  chief  sec’y. 


Lieut,  gen.  sir  John  Colborne,  the  commander  of 
the  iorces,  accompanii  d by  two  sons,  col.  Rowan, 
the  hon.  Col.  Gore,  Lieut,  col  Eden,  and  capt. 
Goldie,  arrived  hen-  this  morning  in  the  Canada, 
and  lelt  again  about  ten,  on  his  way  to  the  upper 
province.  The  obj  ct  ol  his  excellency ’s  journey, 
we  have  learm  d is  to  investigate,  near  the  scene  of 
the  late  outrag  , into  the  circumstances  attending 
it.  and  to  endeavor  to  allay  the  excitement  which 
the  attrocious  attack  upon  the  Sir  Robert  Peel,  is 
so  well  calculated  to  produce  among  the  people  of 
our  sister  province.  [ Montreal  Gaz. 

ARMY  AND  NAVY — OFFICIAL. 

General  Orders,  No.  14. 

Head  quarters  o f the  Army, 
Adjutant  General’s  Office, 
Washington,  June  4,  1838. 

I —  Instead  of  taking  post  at  Fort  Gratiot,  as  di- 
ricted  in  “general  orders,”  No.  13,  company  B 
2d  infantry,  will  proceed  to  Madison  barracks, 
Sackett’s  Harbor,  New  York,  and  re-occupy  that 
post.  Captain  Low’s  company  D,  of  the  5th  infan- 
iry,  now  at  fort  Winnebago,  will  repair  without  de- 
lay to  Fort  Gratiot,  and  occupy  that  post 

II —  All  the  disposable  recruits  on  the  New  York 
station  will  be  sent  without  delay  to  Madison  bar- 
racks, and  ordered  to  report  to  the  commanding 
officer. 

By  order  of  Alexander  Macomb, 

Major  general  cominanding-in-chief. 

Roger  Jones,  Adj’t  gen. 

Navy  orders. 

May  29 — P.  mid.  G.  L.  Seldon.  navy  yard.  New 
York.  Boatswain  L.  Smith,  ship  Cvane. 

31 — Lieut.  C.  Ringgold,  command  of  brig 
Dolphin.  P mid.  T.  M.  Brasher,  navy 
yard,  New  Yoi  k. 

June  1 — Lieut.  W.  W.  Hunter.  Rendezvous,  Nor- 
folk, vice  J.  W.  West,  relieved  at  his  own 
request. 

2 — Purser  J.  C.  Holland,  ship  Erie,  vice  B. 
J Cahoon,  relieved  at  his  own  request. 

Officers  relieved  and  detached. 

May  29 — P.  mid.  J.  J.  White,  from  rec’g  ship  at 
Boston.  Lieut.  F.  A.  Neville,  from  ship 
Erie. 

Boatswain  William  Farrow,  from  ship 
Cyane. 

31 — Lieut.  Robert  Handy,  from  ship  Erie. 

Appointment. 

Lemuel  Smith,  acting  boatswain,  May  29. 

Vessels  reported. 

At  Sacrificois.  May  8,  ship  Ontario,  commodore 
Breese,  who  had  rendered  essential  service  to  the 
commerce  of  the  United  States  bv  his  presence 
sincp  the  commencement  of  the  blockade. 

Ships  Independence,  com.  Nicholson,  and  Fair- 
field,  com  Mayo,  arrived  at  Rio  Janeiro,  April  7, 
Irotri  Bahia. 

F rigate  Constitution,  com.  Elliott,  at  Port  Mahon, 
April  11 — all  well. 


LETTER  OF  MR,  JAMES  M.  MASON. 

Washington,  May  25,  1838. 

To  the  editor  of  the  Virginian: 

Sir:  In  your  paper  of  the  23d,  I observe  quoted 
the  annexed  paragraph  from  the  Globe  of  the  14th 
inst.  professing  to  sketch  the  proceedings  of  the 
house  of  representatives  on  the  Saturday  preceding, 
during  the  de-bate  on  the  bill  for  a new  issue  often 
millions  of  dollars  in  treasury  notes: 

“It  seems,  from  the  report  of  the  Intelligencer, 
which  we  have  before  us,  that  Mr.  Mason,  of  Vir- 
ginia, about  sun  down  on  Saturday,  began  the 
work  of  frustration  of  the  known  intentions  of  the 
majority.  At  a quarter  past  six,  we  are  told  by  the 
Intelligencer’s  report,  ‘Mr.  Mason  moved  that  the 
committee  rise;  which  motion  was  rejected  bv  six 
ty-four  yeas  to  eighty-six  nays.’  Tnis  was  alter 
lull  debate — after  all  amendments  were  disposed  of. 
and  after  the  sessions  had  been  protracted  much 
beyond  the  ordinary  period  on  any  day,  but  espe- 
cially on  Saturday.  From  this,  Mr.  Mason  and 
every  member  in  the  house  saw  that  the  house  con- 
sidered the  discussion  exhausted,  and  was  resolved 
to  vote. 

“Mr.  Mason  proceeded  until  7 o’clock,  and  then 
gave  wav  to  a motion  to  adjourn. 

“It  was  rejected  by  a still  stronger  vote 
“Mr.  Mason  continu  d until  after  8 o’clock;  and 
then  gave  way  for  another  motion  to  adjourn. 

“Mr.  Mason  then  resumed,  and  finished. 

“Thi»  was  the  first  attempt  to  drive  the  house  to 
an  adjournment  against  its  will.” 

However  wilfully  false  all  that  is  there  said  in 
reference  to  the  parti  bore  in  the  debate  is. I should 

never  have  descended  to  notice  the  calumny,  but 


that  its  translation  to  your  paper  would  seem  to 
carry  soma  warrant  ol  authority  at  home  lor  the 
facts  it  professes  to  state,  were  I to  remain  silent. 

I cannot  le.el  at  all  oueiided  at  the  motives  as- 
cribed to  me  by  the  Glob  -,  for  taking  part  in  the 
debate,  springing  as  they  do  irom  a source  so  utter- 
ly incapable  ol  comprehending  any  honorable  in- 
centive in  public  allairs.  1 seek  only  to  correct  the 
misrepresentations  ol  lact. 

It  is  stated  in  the  paragraph  that  my  molion  for 
the  committee  to  rise  alter  6 o'clock  in  t e evening 
was  made  “alter  lull  debate,  alter  all  the  amend- 
ments were  disposed  of,”  amt  after  “Mr.  Mason 
and  every  member  in  the  house  saw  that  the  house 
considered  the  discussion  exhausted,  and  was  re- 
solved to  vote.” 

W nether  the  debate  had  been  “full”  or  whether 
“the  house  considered  the  discussion  exhausted, 
and  was  resolved  to  vote,”  will  best  be  inferred 
from  the  fact  that  the  debate  had  commenced  only 
on  the  day  before  on  so  important  a bill;  that  it  was 
continued  on  the  same  night  lor  mole  than  lour 
hours  alter  1 had  concluded — was  resumed  again  on 
Monday,  and  not  ended  until  alter  dark  on  the 
Wednesday  night  succeeding. 

Next,  as  to  the  declaration  of  the  Globe  that  I 
did  not  take  the  floor  until  “alter  all  the  amend- 
ments were  disposed  of,”  the  lacts  are,  that  no  vote 
or  action  of  any  kind  had  been  taken  on  any  amend- 
ment whatever,  except  that  one  altered  by  my  col- 
league (Mr.  Hopkins)  had  been  ruled  out,  and  (as 
the  columns  of  the  same  paper  show,  in  which  the 
falsehood  is  editorially  vouched,)  an  amendment 
olfered  by  another  colleague  (Mr.  Robertson)  was 
pending  when  I rose  to  speak.  And,  again:  it  is 
further  true  that  seven  several  amendments,  propos- 
ed by  as  many  dilterent  gentlemen,  were  printed, 
before  us,  and  all  undisposed  of,  when  they  were 
cut  off  by  the  previous  question  on  Wednesday 
night,  three  days  after  my  speech  was  made. 

So  much  for  the  facts  of  tiie  Glob-! 

I will  say,  only,  in  addition,  that  much  as  I was 
opposed  to  the  expensive  mode  of  raising  the  mo- 
ney by  an  issue  of  treasury  notes,  when,  as  I 
thought  demonstrable,  a loan  until  the  government 
w'as  prepared  to  cancel  the  debt  would  have  been 
a far  cheaper  mode  of  raising  it,  yet,  when  by  the 
previous  question  the  house  relused  to  entertain 
the  bill  in  any  other  lorin,  I could  see  no  propriety 
in  voting  against  it,  and  accordingly  gave  my  vote 
for  the  bill  as  it  stood. 

You  will  do  me  the  honor  to  publish  this  letter, 
and  thus  oblige,  yours, 

Very  respectfully,  &c.  &c. 

James  M.  Mason. 


LETTER  FROM'  TUE  HON.  J.  W.  CROCKETT. 

House  of  Representatives, 

Washington  City,  April  30,  183S. 

My  very  dear  sir:  Yourvery  laconic,  but  not  very 
courteous,  letter  of  the  16th  instant,  demanding  uie 
to  send  you  and  oth  i s air.  Benton’s  speech,  is  just 
received,  and  I hasten  to  reply. 

As  to  your  assertion  that  "that  there  are  a large 
majority  of  administration  men  in  Weakly  county," 
that  is  a question  upon  which  there  may  be  betw  een 
us  an  honest  ditference  of  opinion.  Be  that  as  it 
may,  however,  it  is  a matter  of  no  importance,  and 
I have  therelore  only  to  return  you  my  thanks  for 
your  politeness  in  furnishing  me  with  the  informa- 
tion, and  to  assure  you  it  is  duly  appreciated. 

It  gives  me  very  great  pleasure,  sir,  at  all  times 
to  be  obliging,  and  I have  frequently  undergone 
considerable  inconvenience  to  accommodate  my 
friends  when  requested  to  do  so  in  resppctlul  lan- 
guage; but  mv  own  views  of  propriety  and  self- 
respect  compel  me,  under  existing  circumstances, 
with  all  due  respect,  to  decline  a compliance  with 
your  request.  Hundreds  of  thousands  of  Mr.  Ben- 
ton’s and  Mr.  Calhoun’s  speeches,  as  I ain  informed, 
have  been  p.inted  gratuitously,  and  circulated  by 
“ the  party ” throughout  the  land. 

My  own  opinion  is,  honestly,  that  they  are  paid 
for  out  of  the  public  treasury,  and  I believe  it  could 
be  proven  to  the  satisfaction  of  every  unprejudiced 
mind;  a-t  any  rate  I should  like  to  know  how  dear 
Blair,  “the  printer  of  the  Globe,  can  afford  to  print 
so  manv  thousand  speeches”  for  nothing,  and  find 
himself?  No  man  can  believe  it  who  is  not  as  blind 
with  pirtv  prejudice  as  a snake  in  dog  flays.  The 
cost  at  the  ordinary  rate  cannot.  I think,  be  less 
than  from  3 to  $400,000. 

But.  for  my  part.  I have  to  pay  for  all  the  speeches 
I send  to  my  constituents  at  the  rate  ol  Irom  2 1-2 
to  $5  per  hundred.  This  affair  of  sending  speeches, 
sir,  you  must  know  is  a private  concern,  paid  lor.  so 
far  as  the  whig  members  are  concerned,  out  of  their 
own  private  purses;  and  have  the  lact  that  I only 
send  such  as,  in  my  opinion,  set  forth  sound  and 
contest  views  and  principles. 
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L have  no  doubt  I could  obtain  thousands  of  Mr. 
Thomas  H.  Benton’s  speeches,  without  cost  to 
me,  but  they  would  be  paid  for  out  of  tile  people's 
money;  and,  to  be  candid  and  Irauk  on  the  subject, 
sir,  [ must  say  that,  it  l could  obtain  a million  of 
them  for  a red  cent,  [ have  too  much  respect  for  my 
franking  privilege  to  be  guilty  of  so  gross  an  abuse 
of  it  as  1 believe  it  would  be  to  Irarik  even  one  of 
them.  I would  have  no  objections  to  circulate  the 
fiir  and  c tndid  exa  n i nation  ot  those  measures  to 
which  1 a n opposed,  bv  the  friends  of  ttie  adminis- 
tration; but  such  a bundle  of  de  nagogueism  as  Ben- 
ton’s speech  contains,  got  up  to  gull  and  mislead 
the  public  mind,  can  never  receive  my  endorse- 
ment w i it e I keep  my  seri-es. 

{ have  tak  m the  liberty  of  showing  your  letter  to 
mv  friend  and  colleague,  col.  C.  H.  Williams,  and 
he  requests  me  to  present  you  his  respects  most  af- 
fectionately. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

John  W.  Crockett. 

Dr.  John  B.  Fonville, 

Dresden,  Tennessee. 


From  the  National  Intelligencer. 

MAJOR  CROSS’  ACCOUNTS. 

The  resolution  referred  to  by  Mr.  Underwood 
having  b en  published  in  the  National  lntelli- 
g-ncer,  Major  Cross  reqnesls  the  editors  of  that 
journal  to  do  him  the  favor  to  insert  the  following 
letters  on  the  subject: 

Representatives’  Chamber,  June  6,  1336. 

Sir:  I deem  it  proper  to  inform  you  that  I ottered 
a resolution  this  morning  calling  upon  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  to  furnish  the  house  a copy  of  your 
accounts  as  pres  nted  tor  settlement,  &c.  Tiie  re- 
solution  was  adopted,  and  you  may  probably  see  it 
in  to-morrow’s  papers.  The  cause  of  this  move- 
ment is:  An  individual  named  Maguire  called  on 
me  a day  or  two  since,  and  informed  me  that  he 
believed  there  were  illegal  practices  prevailing  in 
the  settlement  of  accounts  at  the  treasury;  that  al- 
lowances were  made  for  extra  services,  and  as  a 
per  ceutage  on  disbursements,  the  legality  of  which 
was  doubted,  and  that  your  accounts  would  illus- 
trate the  matter,  Stc.  Since  the  resolution  was 
adopted,  gen.  McKay  came  to  my  desk  and  ex- 
plained the  relation  between  Maguire  and  yourself, 
(of  which  [ had  previously  heard,)  and  stated  that 
you  had  a petition  before  the  military  committee, 
asking  compensation  for  extra  services,  from  whi.ch 
he  interred  that  no  payment  on  that  account  had 
been  made  you. 

I feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  inquire  into  abuses  al- 
leged lo  exist  by  any  citizen,  and  I have  also  deemed 
it  proper  to  make  this  communication,  as  the  in- 
quiry may  possibly  affect  you. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  Underwood. 

Major  T.  Cross. 

Quartermaster  General’s  Office, 

Washington,  June  6,  1333. 

Sir:  I have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  note 
of  this  date,  informing  me  that,  at  the  instance  of  a 
man  by  the  name  of  Maguire,  you  had  introduced 
a resolution  calling  upon  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury lo  furnish  the  house  of  representatives  with  a 
copy  of  my  accounts,  as  presented  for  settlement. 

I am  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  kindness  which 
prompted  your  notice  to  me  of  the  course  you  had 
deemed  it  your  duty  to  pursue  on  the  occasion. 
Far  from  taking  any  exception  to  it,  I recognise 
the  obli6ation  of  every  public  functionary,  when 
official  abuses  are  alleged,  to  inquire  into  them, 
even  if  the  allegations  do  not  come  from  the  most 
respectable  source.  I have  always  acted  upon  this 
principle  myself,  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  con- 
fided to  me,  and  am  disposed  to  commend  rather 
than  condemn  it  in  others. 

It  will  be  iny  pleasure,  sir,  to  meet  the  most 
searching  investigation  into  all  my' official  acts,  and 
especially  into  all  my  pecuniary  transactions  w'ith 
the  public,  whenever  hey  may  be  deemed  worthy 
of  inquiry  by  the  competent  authority.  This  I may 
challenge  with  a boldness  inspired  by  a conscious- 
ness that  they  defy  even  malignity  itself. 

B it  I do  not  understand  from  your  note  that  my 
official  integrity  has  hepn  at  all  impugned.  If  “ille- 
gal practices  do  prevail  in  the  settlement  ofaccounts 
at  the  tr 'a-ury,”  the  responsibility  is  on  the  account- 
ing officers  of  that  department,  to  whom  is  confided 
the  power  of  construing  the  laws,  and  passing  upon 
all  claims  presented  against  the  United  States. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

T.  Cross, 

Maj.  U.  S.  A.  Acl’g  Q.  M.  G. 

Hon.  J.  R Underwood, 

Koisse  of  Representatives, 


From  the  Notional  Intelligencer. 

EXPLANATORY  LETTERS. 

Senate  Chamber,  Saturday,  June  9,  1838. 

Gentlemen:  In  the  Globe  of  yesterday  evening, 
under  the  head  of  “proceedings  in  the  senate,”  the 
following  paragraph  occurs:, 

“Indian  hostilities. 

“On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  tne  senate  proceeded 
to  consider  the  house  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  prevention  and  suppression  of  Indian  hostilities 
for  1338,  and  lor  the  payment  of  arrearages  in  1337. 

“On  ord  'ring  this  bill  to  its  third  reading,  Mr. 
Webster  addressed  the  senate,  and  was  answered  by 
Mr.  Wright,  when  Mr.  Preston  spoke  at  length,  re- 
flecting generally  on  the  war  and  its  causes  which 
he  attributed  to  the  fault  of  the  administration. 

“Mr.  Lumpkin  addressed  the  house  as  follows:” 

Here  follows  Mr.  Lumpkin’s  speech  at  large. 
This  representation  of  the  debate,  which  occurred 
on  the  day  of  the  above  publication,  produces  the 
impression  that  I opened  a discussion  on  the  subj  ct 
of  the  Cherokee  Indians,  and  the  proceedings  of  the 
executive  in  regard  to  them,  which  brought  out 
gov.  Lumpkin  in  reply:  and  this  impression  is 
strengthened  by  his  speech  appearing  to  be  entirely 
in  answer  to  me.  This  is  altogether  erroneous. 
The  course  ot  the  debate  w'as  this:  I made  some 
remarks  upon  the  Florida  war,  without  the  slight- 
est allusion  to  the  Georgia  aifairs.  Mr.  Lumpkin 
followed,  making  no  allusion  whatever  to  any  thing 
I had  said,  but  went  at  once  and  exclusively  into  a 
discussion  ot  the  correspondence  between  John 
Ross  and  the  executive,  stating  that  his  object  was 
to  disabuse  the  public  mind  of  some  misapprehen- 
sions in  regard  to  it,  and  also  that  the  executive 
of  the  United  States  had  the  authority  of  gov.  Gil- 
mer for  the  course  it  had  pursued.  To  this  I re- 
plied and  endeavored  to  show  that  the  proceedings 
of  the  executive  were  impolitic,  and  calculated  to 
embarrass  gov.  Gilmer  and  gen.  Scott,  and  to  im- 
pede the  execution  of  the  treaty;  and  I contended 
that  gov.  Gilmer  did  not  authorize  the  extension  of 
the  time  of  removal  of  the  Indians  for  two  years, 
&.C.  &c.  Gov.  Lumpkin  replied  to  these  remarks, 
and  so  the  debite  proceeded.  Of  gov.  Lumpkin’s 
first  speech,  which  opened  the  whole  ground,  and 
led  to  the  debate  there  is  no  mention  in  the  Globe. 

I should  not  have  thought  this  correction  neces- 
sary, but  my  attention  was  calhd  to  the  report  of 
the  debate  by  these  two  circumstances: 

1st.  That  the  Globe,  published  on  the  evening  of 
the  debate,  contained  the  extracts  from  gov.  Gil- 
mer’s letters,  which  had  been  read  by  Mr.  Lump- 
kin. 

2.  That  Mr.  Lumpkin’s  speech,  as  published  in 
the  Globe,  manifestly  prepared  by  him,  leaves  the 
impression  that  all  which  he  said  on  the  subject  of 
the  Cherokees  had  been  elicited  by  my  remarks: 
whereas,  he  had  preceded  me,  and  brought  on  the 
discussion. 

Wm.  C.  Preston. 

Hall  of  Representatives,  June  11, 1338. 

Messrs.  Gules  and  Seaton:  Gentlemen:  When 

the  \ eas  anil  nays  on  the  bill  to  remove  or  alter  the 
buildifig  in  progress  of  erection  for  the  treasuiy  of- 
fice, (reported  in  the  National  Intelligencer  of  this 
morning,)  were  taken,  I was  not  in  my  seat  to  vote 
upon  it,  having  been  confined  to  my  room,  by  in- 
disposition, for  two  weeks.  Had  I been  present,  l 
should  have  voted  against  laying  that  bill  on  the  table. 

I deem  it  due  to  myself  to  say  so,  as  the  inquiry 
originally  instituted  was  under  a resolution,  which 
I ottered  during  the  extra  session.  In  offering  the 
resolution,  I did  not  design  to  reflect  a censure  upon 
the  late  or  present  executive,  nor  upon  the  architect; 
but  simply  upon  the  building  itself.  Indeed,  I lake 
pleasure  in  cordially  commending  the  course  which 
Mr.  Van  Buren  has  pursued,  in  co  operating  in  hav- 
ing a sui'able  examination  made  of  the  propriety  or 
impropriety  of  making  a change  of  construction  or 
locaiiori.  The  building  is  inconvenient,  and  the 
site  is  badly  selected.  The  rooms  will  be  small  and 
dark,  and  will  be  unhealthy.  It  is,  at  least,  doubt 
fill  if  the  building  will  endure  long  if  erected.  And 
I believe  that  a more  convenient  building  could  be 
erected,  and  a saving  ol  three  o:  four  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  effected. 

Instead  of  being  heated  by  flues,  there  is  to  be  a 
fireplace  in  each  room. 

These  are  some,  and  the  chief  of  the  considera- 
tions which  would  have  induced  me  to  vote  against 
the  motion  to  lay  the  bill  upon  the  table. 

By  inserting  this  note  you  will  greatly  oblige 
your  friend. 

Wm.  C.  Johnson, 
to  the  editors. 

Gentlemen:  In  the  sketch  which  appeared  in  the 
National  Intelligencer  this  morning,  of  the  debate 
upon  the  pre-emption  bill,  I api  reported  to  Lave 


“explained  at  some  length  the  grounds  on  which 
I had  voted  against  the  amendment”  of  my  col- 
league, (Mr.  Ewing,)  proposing  to  allow  the  state 
of  Indiana  to  purchase  the  lands  recently  obtained 
from  the  Miamics  at  llie  minimum  price. 

This  is  erroneous.  I voted  for  that  amendment. 
The  substance  of  my  remarks,  w hich  were  made 
after  that  vote  was  taken,  and  upon  the  amendment 
reported  by  the  committee  on  public  lands  excep- 
ting the  Miami  lands  from  the  general  provisions  of 
the  pre-emption  bill,  was,  that,  although  1 regret- 
ted to  see  that  bill  embarrassed  by  any  heteroge- 
neous provisions,  winch  might  distract  its  friends, 

I hoped  that  the  vote  just  taken  would  not  be 
wrought  into  an  argument  against  us,  when  the 
subject  of  my  colleague’s  amendment  should  be 
presented  as  an  independent  proposition,  and  I de- 
clared myself  in  lavor  of  its  justice. 

I voted  also  for  the  amendment  reported  by  the 
committee  on  public  lands. 

Albert  S.  White. 

June  11,  1838. 

House  of  Representatives,  June  11,  1833. 

Gentlemen : It  seem3  by  your  report  of  the  debate 
on  the  pre-emption  bill,  in  the  Intelligencer  of  this 
morning,  that  I was  understood  to  have  offered  an 
amendment  that  would  give  pre-emption  rights  to 
those  who  have  “already  settled”  on  the  Miami  re- 
serve lands  in  Indiana,  when,  in  truth,  my  amend- 
ment (which  is  on  file  as  presented  on  the  7th  in- 
stant, and  shall  be  revived  when  the  bill  be  reported 
to  the  house,)  as  well  as  my  remarks  upon  the  oc- 
casion of  presenting  it,  were  directly  adverse  to 
any  such  grant.  About  half  a dozen  original  set- 
tlers on  the  tract  alluded  to,  before  the  date  of  the 
treaty,  (by  consent  of  the  Indians,)  and,  as  repre- 
sented to  me,  having  improved  the  quarter  sections 
they  occupy,  should  not,  in  my  opinion,  lose  their 
labor  by  a change  of  ownership;  and,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  such,  I contended,  as  my  amendment  re- 
quires, that  the  state  should  have  a pre-emption  to 
tire  entire  purchase;  that  she  had  Drought  herself 
cleaily  within  the  principles  of  the  bill,  by  extend- 
ing her  improvements  into  the  wilderness;  and,  by 
her  policy  and  action,  had  imparted  value  to  the 
land,  which  should  now  accrue  to  her  benefit,  for 
public  purposes,  upon  every  principle  of  equity. 

I am  perfectly  aware  of  the  great  difficulty  una- 
voidably experienced  by  reporters  in  catching  the 
precise  views  expressed  by  members,  but  that  diffi- 
culty does  not  extend  to  amendments  offered  in 
writing. 

The  “Globe”  has  published  the  same  erroneous 
statement  of  my  amendment,  and  it  is  important, 
upon  this  matter,  that  I prevent  misrepresentation 
at  home.  I copy  my  amendment  as  offered,  and 
let  it  speak  for  itself: 

“■Provided,  however.  That  the  state  of  Indiana 
shall  have  the  exclusive  privilege  for  one  year  to 
enter  at  the  legal  minimum  price  all  the  lands  in 
said  state  purchased  ol  the  Miami  Indians  by  treaty, 
approved  in , 1337,  except  such  quarter  sec- 

tions as  were  occupied  and  improved  at  the  time  of 
the  date  of  making  said  treaty,  by  bona  fide  citi- 
zens of  said  state,  with  the  previous  consent  of  said 
Indians;  and  such  settlers  shall,  of  right,  be  enti- 
tled to  enter,  within  one  year  from  and  after  the 
passage  of  this  bill,  the  quarter  section  each  may 
have  so  settled  and  improved.” 

On  offering  this,  I adverted  to  the  uncalled  for, 
and,  as  I thought,  invidious  eulogy  of  my  colleague 
upon  settlers  now  claiming  pre-emption  rights,  as 
calculated  to  excite  a belief  that  theii  character  had 
been  assailed,  and  thus  revive  and  rivet  a falsehood 
recently  promulgated  to  injure  or  defame  an  exalted 
statesman  belongingtotheotherhou.se;  but,  unless 
the  amendment  I then  offered,  and  another  to  se- 
cure he  reception  of  all  bank  notes  of  five  dollars 
and  upwards,  issued  by  specie-paying  banks  of  the 
states  and  territories  wherein  the  lands  lie,  and  re- 
deemable on  demand,  be  adopted,  I did  not  sav  (as 
the  report  makes  me)  that  I would  vote  for  the  bill; 
and  I will  now  take  occasion  to  say,  that  my  con- 
victions ot  the  propriety  and  policy  and  justice  of 
both  contemplated  amendments  remain  the  same, 
and.  unless  they  be  adopted,  1 shall  most  certainly 
not  vote  lor  a measure  that  would  otherwise  injure 
a large  majority  of  my  respected  constituents. 

Please  give  this  a place  in  the  Intelligencer,  and 
oblige  your  friend  and  servant, 

Jno.  Ewing. 

Messrs.  Gales  Seaton. 

note  by  the  reporter. 

[The  explanation  of  mistake  of  the  sense  of  “an 
amendment  in  writing”  is,  that  the  amendment  in 
writing  could  not  b-  found  by  our  reporter;  and  the 
statement  of  its  substance  was  taken  from  another 
paper,  the  reporter  for  which  seems  to  have  mis- 
understood its  import.] 
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THE  UNITED  STATES  AND  GEORGIA. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the 
president  of  the  United  States;  and,  when  read  was 
laid  on  the  table: 

To  the  house  of  representatives: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  4th  inst. 
calling  for  any  communication  received  from  the 
governors  of  the  states  of  Georgia,  North  Carolina, 
Tennessee,  or  Alabama,  in  reference  to  the  propos- 
ed modification  of  the  Cherokee  treaty  of  1835,  I 
herewith  enclose  a report  of  the  secretary  of  war, 
which  is  accompanied  by  a copy  of  a letter  addressed 
to  him  by  the  governor  of  Georgia,  and  of  his  reply 
thereto.  As  stated  by  the  secretary,  no  communi- 
cation on  the  subject  has  been  received  from  e.ther 
of  the  other  executives  mentioned. 

M.  Van  Buren. 

Washington,  June  6,  1838. 

War  Department,  June  6,  1838. 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  rosolution  of  the 
house  of  representatives  of  the  4th  inst.  referred  by 
you  to  this  department,  calling  for  any  communica- 
tion which  may  have  been  received  “from  the  go- 
vernors of  the  states  of  Georgia,  North  Carolina, 
Tennessee,  or  Alabama,  on  the  proposition  of  John 
Ross  and  his  associates,  for  extending  the  time  of 
removing  the  Cherokee  Indians  from  tiiose  states,” 
I have  the  honor  to  lay  before  you,  for  transmis- 
sion to  that  body,  a copy  of  a letter  from  the  go- 
vernor of  Georgia,  together  with  a copy  of  the  re- 
ply of  the  department  thereto.  Nothing  has  been 
received  from  either  of  the  other  executives  men- 
tioned. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obpdient  servant, 

J.  R.  Poinsett. 

To  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Executive  Department,  (Georgia.) 

MillcdgeviUe,  May  28,  1838. 
Sir:  I have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  from  you 
the  proposals  of  the  government  to  John  Ross,  and 
instructions  to  general  Scott. 

The  surprise  and  regret  excited  in  myself  at 
these  proceedings  of  the  government,  1 am  sure  will 
be  felt  by  every  citizen  of  the  state. 

I can  give  to  them  no  sanction  whatever. 

The  proposals  to  Ross  could  not  be  carried  into 
execution  but  in  violation  of  the  rights  of  the 
state.  The  very  making  of  them  must  prove  ex- 
ceedingly injurious  to  the  interests  of  its  people. 

The  lands  which  are  in  the  occupancy  of  the  In- 
dians in  Georgia  are  the  private  properly  of  its  citi- 
zens; and  the  owners  are  now  entitled,  by  the  laws, 
to  possession.  For  the  purpose  of  preventing  all 
unnecessary  suffering  and  hardships  on  the  part  of 
the  Cherokees,  these  proprietors  have  been  earnest- 
ly entreated  not  to  enforce  their  rights  at  once,  but 
to  wait  until  the  Indians  should  be  removed  by  the 
army.  They  have  been  assured  that  this  would  be 
done  by  the  president  as  soon  as  possible,  and  in 
perfect  good  faith.  Sincere  regret  is  felt  that  the 
success  of  these  efforts  in  the  cause  of  humanity- 
have  been  defeated  by  the  government. 

As  soon  as  the  proposals  to  Ross  and  the  instruc- 
tions to  gen.  Scott  are  known  to  the  proprietors, 
they  will  no  longer  be  restrained  from  taking  pos- 
session of  their  property.  It  becomes  necessary, 
•therefore,  that  I should  know'  w'hether  the  presi- 
dent intends,  by  the  instructions  to  gen.  Scott,  to 
■require  that  the  Indians  shall  be  maintained  in 
their  occupancy  by  an  armed  force,  in  opposition  to 
the  rights  of  the  owners  of  the  soil.  If  such  is  the 
intention  of  the  president,  a direct  collision  between 
the  authorities  of  the  state  and  the  general  govern- 
ment must  ensue.  My  duty  will  require  that  I shall 
prevent  any  interference  whatever  by  the  troops 
with  the  rights  of  the  state  and  its  citizens.  1 
shall  not  fail  to  perform  it.  To  avoid  misunder- 
standing, permit  me  to  request  that  you  will  com- 
municate to  me,  and  as  early  as  you  conveniently 
can,  the  president’s  view's  upon  this  subject. 

I have  no  doubt  but  the  Indians  can  be  removed 
from  the  state  in  the  execution  of  the  treaty,  and  by 
the  troops  noworganized  and  stationed  in  the  country 
with  that  avowed  purpose,  with  more  ease  and  ex- 
pedition, and  a readier  acquiescence  on  the  part  of 
the  Indians,  than  by  any  means  in  the  power  of  this 
state. 

If,  however,  the  government  consents  that  Ross 
and  his  friends  shall  remain  two  years  longer,  the 
state  will  be  obliged  to  get  rid  of  Ihe  evils  which 
must  necessarily  arise  from  such  policy,  by  exer- 
cising its  own  rights  of  jurisdiction,  and  rpinove 
them  by  the  most  efficient  means  which  it  can 
command. 

Very'  respectfully,  yours,  kc. 

Geo,  R.  Gilmer. 

To  the  hon.  Joel  R.  Poinsett. 


War  Department,  June  3, 1838. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  excellency’s  reply  to  my  communica- 
tion, conveying  the  proposals  made  by  the  execu- 
tive to  the  Cherokee  cfelegation,  and  the  instruc- 
tions to  general  Scott;  and  from  the  tenor  of  your 
remarks,  I cannot  but  suppose  that  your  excellen- 
cy must  have  misapprehended  the  true  meaning 
and  intent  of  the  government. 

The  question  of  prolonging  the  time  of  the  re- 
moval of  the  Cherokees  is  expressly  referred  to  the 
states  by  this  department,  and  such  extension  w>as 
not  intended  to  embrace  a longer  period  than  that 
which  might  be  required  by  a clue  regard  to  the 
common  dictates  of  humanity,  it  being  expressly 
stated  that  the  Cherokees  were  to  be  removed  as 
speedily  as  was  consistent  with  their  health  and 
comfort.  General  Scott  is  moreover  instructed  to 
continue  the  prosecution  of  the  measures  he  has 
adopted  to  remove  the  Indians;  and,  whether  their 
removal  is  to  be  effected  by  compulsion,  or  by  vo- 
luntary emigration  under  their  own  agents,  so  to 
conduct  bis  operations  as  to  place  the  proprietors  of 
the  lands  there  in  possession  of  their  property  with 
as  little  delay  as  possible.  These  instructions  cer- 
tainly do  not  warrant  the  supposition  that  the  go- 
vernment consents  that  Ross  and  his  friends  shall 
remain  two  years  longer;  on  the  contrary',  the  or- 
ders of  the  government  are  most  positive  that  the 
Indians  are  to  be  removed  from  Georgia  first,  and 
from  the  other  states  as  speedily  as  practicable;  and 
your  excellency  may  be  assured,  from  the  charac- 
ter of  the  officer  intrusted  with  their  execution,  that 
these  orders  will  be  carried  into  effect  without  any 
unnecessary  delay.  The  department  cannot, there- 
fore, perceive  any  cause  for  the  apprehension  yonr 
excellency  seems  to  entertain  of  a collision  be- 
tween the  authorities  of  the  state  and  the  general 
government. 

I fully  concur  with  your  excellency  in  opinion 
that  “the  Indians  can  be  removed  from  the  state  in 
the  execution  of  the  treaty,  and  by  the  troops  now 
organized  and  stationed  in  the  country  with  that 
avowed  pui pose,  with  more  ease  and  expedition, 
and  a readier  acquiescence  on  the  part  of  the  In- 
dians, than  by  any  means  in  the  power  of  this 
state,”  (meaning  Georgia;)  and  I beg  leave  to  rei- 
terate to  your  excellency  the  assurance  that  the 
troops  will  be  employed,  not  in  opposing,  but  in 
vindicating  the  rights  of  the  states  interested  in  the 
fulfilment  of  the  treaty,  and  in  establishing,  without 
unnecessary  delay,  their  citizens  in  the  possession 
of  their  property  in  the  Cherokee  country'.  All 
parties  must  desire  that  this  may’  be  effected  rather 
by  the  voluntary  emigration  of  the  Indians  than 
by  the  application  of  force,  a resort  to  which  the  go- 
vernment desires  most  earnestly  to  avoid  if  possible. 
Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

, J.  R.  Poinsett. 

His  excellency  Geo.  R.  Gilmer, 

Governor  of  Georgia,  Miltedgeville,  Ga. 

From  the  Globe. 

In  the  senate,  on  Thursday,  the  bill  for  the  sup- 
pression of  Indian  hostilities  was  taken  up,  and 
Mr. Preston,  [see  page  243  for  Mr.  Preston’s  explan- 
atory letter]  without  knowing  anything  of  the  sub- 
ject on  which  he  inveighed,  went  to  work  after  the 
fashion  of  the  letter  writing  tribe,  to  manufacture 
something  to  answer  party  purposes.  Gov.  Lump- 
kin, of  Georgia,  made  a short  shift  forMr.  Preston, 
by  presenting  a clear  narrative  of  recorded  facts  be- 
fore the  senate.  Mr.  Preston  insisted  that  the 
course  of  the  administration,  in  proposing  to  con- 
ciliate the  malcontent  Cherokees,  by  holding  out 
inducements  to  voluntary' emigration,  was  al'ogethcr 
wrong,  and  had  given  the  stales  interested  just 
cause  of  offence.  The  governor  of  Georgia  was  al- 
luded to,  as  well  as  general  Scott,  as  being  badly 
treated  by  the  course  of  the  department,  which,  it 
was  pretended,  disappointed  ali  their  expectal  ions. 
Upon  this,  governor  Lumpkin  rose  and  read  the  ex- 
tract of  a letter  from  governor  Gilmer,  suggesting 
precisely  the  line  of  conduct  adopted  by  the  depart- 
ment. It  is  as  follows: 

Extract  from  a letter  from  governor  Gilmer,  dated 
Milled gevitle,  March  5,  1S38. 
“The  best  informed  persons  residing  among  the 
Cherokees,  express  the  opinion  that  Ross  can,  if  he 
will,  remove  his  people  at  once.  To  avoid  the  great 
expense  of  the  government,  and  preserve  the  lives 
and  property  of  our  citizens  and  the  Indians,  which 
may  be  sacrificed,  if  the  treaty  is  executed  by  force, 
the  government  can  well  afford  to  pay  a very  liberal 
price  for  the  voluntary  and  immediate  removal  of 
the  Indians.  To  enable  Ross  and  the  chiefs  to  ef- 
fect this  object,  I believe  it  to  be  necessary  for  them 
first  to  return  home,  see  their  people,  and  let  them 
be  satisfied  that  their  efforts  to  change  the  treaty 
have  been  honest,  though  unavailing.  The  Chero- 
kees are  so  suspicious  of  their  chiefs,  that  even 


Ross,  entirely  as  he  has  their  confidence,  might 
lose  all  power  to  serve  them,  if  he  attempted  to 
make  a contract  with  the  government  for  their  emi- 
gration before  they  were  consulted,  and  their  appro- 
val of  the  measure  obtained.  If  the  government 
should  ascertain,  upon  Ross’  return  borne,  that  he 
had  the  power,  and  was  willing  to  undertake  the  re- 
moval of  his  people,  the  terms  of  the  contract  could 
be  agreed  upon  without  difficulty  or  delay. 

“If  the  pertinacity  of  Ross  should  create  any  dif- 
ficulty', it  might  be  obviated  by  making  no  refer- 
ence in  his  contract  to  the  treaty.” 

How  far  Mr.  Preston’s  assertion  that  the  secre- 
tary arrested  the  operations  of  general  Scott,  and 
prevented  that  officer  from  doing  his  duty  in  re- 
moving the  Indians,  will  he  seen  from  the  following 
letter,  just  received  through  the  governor  of  Geor- 
gia, on  that  subject: 

MillcdgeviUe,  June  2,  1S3S. 

Sir:  Having  just  arrived  from  the  scene  of  opera- 
tions in  the  Cherokee  country,  I avail  myself  of  the 
honor  of  communicating  to  your  excellency  the 
movements  of  my  chief,  general  Scott,  within  the 
limits  of  Georgia.  Upon  the  24th  ult.  he  placed 
the  Georgia  volunteers  under  the  command  of  gene- 
ral Floyd,  in  position,  and  on  the  25th  commenced 
operations.  General  Floyd,  in  person,  commanded 
the  first  detachment  that  operated.  The  prompt- 
ness and  ability  of  his  movement  gave  to  the  com- 
manding general  the  highest  satisfaction,  while  it 
presented  to  the  balance  of  the  command  a salutary 
example. 

The  number  of  prisoners  on  Tuesday  last  was 
about  3,000;  and  by  this  I do  not  think  there  is  a 
wandering  Indian  in  the  Cherokee  country,  within 
the  limits  of  Georgia.  The  captures  were  made 
with  the  utmost  kindess  and  humanity',  and  free 
from  every  stain  of  violence.  The  deportment  of 
our  Georgia  citizens  resident  in  the  Cherokee  coun- 
tries, has  been  marked  by  a forbearance  and  kind- 
ness towards  the  Indians,  that  must  win  for  them 
the  admiration  of  every  philanthropist.  Permit  me 
to  conclude  with  the  congratulation  of  our  rights 
being  so  promptly  and  peacefully  secured. 

With  the  highest  regard, 

A.  H.  Kenan, 

Volunteer  aid-de-camp  to  General  Scott. 

His  excellency  G.  R.  Gilmer. 

T Ills  letter,  too,  we  hope  will  satisfy  governor 
Gilmer  that  the  ground  is  untenable  taken  in  the 
following  letter,  written  by  way,  we  suppose,  of 
acknowledging  his  obligations  to  the  secretary  at 
war  for  accomplishing  the  wishes  expressed,  not 
only  by  himself,  but  by  men  of  distinction  in  all 
parts  of  Georgia,  as  gov.  Lumpkin  informed  the 
senate.  We  annex  this  kind  requital  of  gov.  Gil- 
mer for  the  promptitude  with  which  the  secretary 
entered  into  the  views  of  engaging  Ross  and  others 
actively  in  the  business  of  emigration.  It  will  be 
seen  that  his  excellency  is  now  disposed  totieat 
the  military  force,  busily  engaged  in  urging  and 
aiding  the  emigraiion,  as  a hostile  array  against 
Georgia  to  defend  the  Indians;  and,  in  that  view, 
is  prepared  to  levy'  war  on  the  United  States.  But 
we  give  the  letter  and  reply',  that  the  country  may 
judge  governor  Gilmer  on  his  own  showing.  The 
bill  was  passed  to  a third  reading  by  a vote  of  ayes 
40,  noes  0,  and  would  have  finally  passed,  but  that 
Mr.  Benton  intimated  a wish  to  speak  on  it. 

[Here  follows  the  letters  of  Messrs.  Gilmer  and 
Poinsett,  inserted  above.] 

We  find  the  following  correspondence  in  the 
“Globe”  of  Friday  night  the  9th  inst. 

Executive  Department , 
Miltedgeville,  May  SO,  1838. 

Sir:  I enclose  to  you  my  answer  to  the  letter  of  t!  e 
secretary  of  war,  upon  the  subject  of  his  proposals  to 
John  Ross,  and  late  instructions  to  general  Scott. 

All  heie  concur  in  the  opinion  lhat  Ihese  pro- 
ceedings of  the  government  are  in  violation  of  the 
rights  of  the  state,  and  calculated  to  produce  the 
most  extensive  and  serious  evils  in  the  Cherokee 
country. 

Permit  me  to  request  that  the  delegation  in  con- 
gress from  this  state  will  unite  in  ascertaining  ■ 
from  the  president  whether  it  his  intention  to  con- 
tinue the  present  delay  in  removing  the  Cherokees 
by'  the  troops  under  general  Scott,  for  fhe  purpose 
of  effecting  that  object  by  contracts  to  be  made  with 
the  agents  of  Ross  and  his  friends,  or  for  any  other 
purpose?  And  whether  it  is  his  intention  to  main- 
tain the  Indians  by'  force  upon  the  soil  of  Georgia, 
in  opposition  to  the  will  of  the  state,  and  the  rights 
of  its  citizens,. to  whom  the  lands  have  been  grant- 
ed? and  that  yon  communicate  to  me  his  determina- 
tion. Very  respectfully,  yours,  etc. 

George  R.  Gilmer. 

Hon.  Seaton  Grantland, 

House  of  representatives  United  States. 
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Department  of  War , June  7,  1833. 

Gentlemen:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of- your  communication  of  the  5th  inst. 
covering  a letter  from  the  governor  of  Georgia,  and 
asking  a reply  to  the  inquiries  it  contains.  Al- 
though they  have  been  substantially  answered  in 
the  reply  ol  the  department  to  his  excellency’s  let- 
ter of  the  23th  ultimo,  the  tenor  of  these  interro- 
gatories manifests  such  an  extraordinary  misappre- 
hension of  the  intentions  of  the  government,  that  it 
becomes  necessary,  again,  to  explain  them. 

His  excellency  desires  to  be  informed  if  it  is  the 
president’s  “intention  to  continue  the  present  delay 
in  removing  the  Cherokees  by  the  troops  under 
general  Scott  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  that  ob- 
ject by  contract  with  the  agents  of  Ross  and  his 
friends,  or  any  other  purpose?”  The  department 
does  not  understand  what  is  meant  by  the  present 
delay.  When  general  Scolt  left  Washington,  he 
carried  with  him  instructions  to  proceed  without 
delay  in  the  removal  of  the  Cherokees,  and  his  des 
patches,  since  received,  show  that  he  took  the  pro- 
per measures  to  obey  his  instructions  with  his  cha- 
racteristic promptness  and  energy.  When  the  con- 
ciliatory proposals  of  the  executive  to  the  Chero- 
kee delegation  were  submitted  to  congress,  the 
general  was  again  instructed  to  continue  the  pro- 
secution of  the  measures  he  had  adopted  for  the 
removal  of  the  Indians,  and  whether  it  was  to  be 
conducted  by  the  troops  under  his  command  or  by 
the  Cherokees  themselves,  whether  it  was  to  be 
compulsory  or  voluntary,  to  permit  no  unnecessary 
delay  in  its  execution. 

His  excellency  desires  still  further  to  know, 
“whether  it  is  his  [the  president’s]  intention  to 
maintain  the  Indians  by  force  upon  the  soil  of 
Georgia,  in  opposition  to  the  will  of  the  state  and 
the  rights  of  its  inhabitants,  to  whom  the  lands 
have  been  granted?” 

In  reply  to  the  proposition  of  the  Cherokee  dele- 
gation for  an  extension  of  time,  they  were  told  in 
express  terms,  that  where  the  rights  and  interests 
of  sovereign  states  were  concerned,  the  president 
could  not  enter  into  any  engagement  with  the  Che- 
rokees, and  that  no  delay  could  be  granted  without 
the  assent  of  the  states  interested  in  the  execution 
of  the  treaty.  In  asking  that  assent  the  states  are 
merely  requested  not  to  press  their  claims  in  a man- 
ner to  occasion  unnecessary  discomfort  and  incon- 
venience to  the  Indians;  and  general  Scott  is  at  the 
same  time  instructed  to  commence  his  operations 
in  that  part  of  the  territory  where  the  lands  have 
been  disposed  of,  meaning  Georgia,  and  to.  conduct 
them  in  such  a manner  as  to  place  the  proprietors 
in  possession  of  their  estates  with  as  little  delay  as 
possible.  The  department  is,  therefore,  utterly  at 
a loss  to  understand  how  the  president’s  views 
should  have  been  so  misapprehended  as  to  give  rise 
to  these  questions,  and  now  begs  leave  through 
you,  explicitly  to  deny  that  such  are  or  ever  have 
been  the  intentions'of  the  government. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  most  ob.’dient  servant, 

J.  R.  Poinsett. 

Hon.  Wilson  Lumpkin,  A.  Cuthbert,  Jabez  Jack- 

son,  C.  E.  Haynes,  S.  Grantland,  Hopkins  Hol- 

sey,  and  Win.  C.  Dawson,  members  of  congress, 

Washington. 

ARMY OFFICIAL — ORDERsJNo.  25. 

Head- quarters,  Eastern  Division, 
Cherokee  Jlgency,  Tea.,  May  17,  1833. 

Major  general  Scott,  of  the  United  States  army, 
announces  to  the  troops  assembled  and' assembling 
in  this  country,  that,  with  them,  he  has  been 
charged  by  the  president  to  cause  the  Cherokee  In- 
dians, yet  remaining  in  North  Carolina,  Georgia, 
Tennessee,  and  Alabama,  to  remove  to  the  west, 
according  to  the  terms  of  the  treaty  of  1835.  His 
staff  will  be  as  follows: 

Lieutenant  colonel  W.  J.  Worth,  acting  adjutant 
general,  chief  of  the  staff. 

Major  M.  M.  Payne,  acting  inspector  general. 

Lieutenants  R.  Anderson,  and  E.  D.  Keys,  regu- 
lar aids-de-camps. 

Colonel  A.  H.  Kenan,  and  lieutenant  H.  B.  Shaw, 
volunteer  aids-de-camp. 

Any  order  given  orally,  or  in  writing,  by  either 
of  these  officers,  in  the  name  of  the  major  general, 
will  be  respected  and  obeyed  as  if  given  by  himself. 

The  chiefs  of  ordnance,  of  the  quartermaster’s 
department,  and  ol  the  commissariat,  as  also  the 
medical  director  of  this  army,  will,  as  soon  as  they 
can  be  ascertained,  be  announced  in  orders. 

To  carry  out  the  general  object  with  the  greatest 
promptitude  and  certainty,  and  with  the  least  pos- 
sible distress  to  the  Indians,  the  country  they  are 
to  evacuate  is  divided  into  three  principal  military 
districts,  under  as  many  officers  of  high  rank,  to 


command  the  troops  serving  therein,  subject  to  the 
instructions  of  the  major  general. 

Eastern  district,  to  be  commanded  by  brigadier 
general  Eustis,  of  the  United  States  army,  or  the 
highest  officer  in  rank  servingtherein:  North  Caro- 
lina, the  part  of  Tennessee  lying  north  of  Gilmer 
county,  Georgia,  and  the  counties  of  Gilmer,  Union, 
and  Lumpkin,  in  Georgia.  Head-quarters,  in  the 
first  instance,  at  Fort  Butler. 

Western  district  to  be  commanded  by  colonel 
Lindsay,  of  the  United  States  army,  or  the  highest 
officer  in  rank  serving  therein:  Alabama,  the  resi- 
due of  Tennessee  and  Dade  county,  in  Georgia. 
Head-quarters,  in  the  first  instance,  say  at  Ross’ 
landing. 

Middle  district  to  be  commanded  by  brigadier 
general  Arrnistead,  of  the  United  States  army,  or 
the  highest  officer  in  rank  serving  therein:  All  that 
part  of  the  Cherukee  country  lying  within  the  state 
of  Georgia,  and  which  is  not  comprised  in  the  two 
other  districts.  Head-quarters,  in  the  first  instance, 
say  at  Nevv  Eehota. 

It  is  not  intended  that  the  foregoing  boundaries 
between  the  principal  commanders  shall  be  strictly 
observed.  Either,  when  carried  near  the  district 
of  another,  will  not  hesitate  to  extend  his  opera- 
tions, according  to  the  necessities  of  the  case,  but 
with  all  practicable  harmony,  into  the  adjoining 
district.  And,  among  his  principal  objects,  in  case 
of  actual  or  apprehended  hostilities,  will  be  that  of 
afFording  adequate  protection  to  our  white  people 
in  and  around  the  Cherokee  country. 

The  senior  officer  actually  present  in  each  dis- 
trict will  receive  instructions  from  the  major  gene- 
ral as  to  the  time  of  commencing  the  removal,  and 
every  thing  that  may  occur  interesting  to  the  ser- 
vice, in  the  district,  will  be  promptly  reported  to 
the  same  source.  The  major  general  will  endeavor 
to  visit  in  a short  time  ail  parts  of  the  Cherokee 
country,  occupied  by  the  troops. 

The  duties  devolved  on  the  army,  through  the 
orders  of  the  major  general,  and  those  of  the  com- 
manders of  districts  under  him,  are  of  a highly  im- 
portant and  critical  nature. 

The  Cherokees,  by  the  advances  which  they 
have  made  in  Christianity  and  civilization,  are  by 
far  the  most  interesting  tribe  of  Indians  in  the 
United  States.  Of  the  fifteen  thousand  of  those 
people  who  are  now  to  be  removed — (and  the  time 
within  which  a voluntary  emigration  was  stipula- 
ted, will  expire  on  the  23d  instant) — it  is  understood 
that  about  4-5th  are  opposed,  or  have  become 
averse  to  a distant  emigration:  and  although  none 
are  in  actual  hostilities  with  the  United  States,  or 
threaten  a resistance  by  arms,  yet  the  troops  will 
probably  be  obliged  to  cover  the  whole  country 
they  inhabit,  in  order  to  make  prisoners,  and  to 
march  or  transport  the  prisoners,  by  families,  either 
to  this  place,  to  Ross’s  landing,  or  Gunter's  land- 
ing, where  they  are  to  be  delivered  over  to  the  su- 
perintendent of  Cherokee  emigration. 

Considering  the  number  and  temper  of  the  mass 
to  be  removed,  together  with  the  extent  and  fast- 
ness of  the  country  occupied,  it  will  readily  occur 
that  simple  indiscretion-acts  of  harshness  and 
cruelty,  on  the  part  of  our  troops,  may  lead,  step  by- 
step,  to  delays,  to  impatience,  and  exasperation,, 
and  in  the  end  to  a general  war  and  carnage — a re- 
sult, in  the  case  of  those  particular  Indians,  utterly 
abhorrent  to  the  generous  sympathies  of  the  whole 
American  people.  Every  possible  kindness,  com- 
patible witli  the  necessity  of  removal,  must,  there- 
fore, be  shown  by  the  troops,  and  if,  in  the  ranks, 
a despicable  individual  should  be  found,  capable  of 
inflicting  a wanton  injury  or  insult  on  any  Chero- 
kee man,  woman  or  child,  it  is  hereby  made  the 
special  duty  of  the  nearest  good  officer  or  man,  in- 
stantly to  interpose,  and  to  seize  and  consign  the 
guilty  wretch  to  the  severest  penalty  of  the  laws. 
The  majorgeneral  is  fully  persuaded  that  this  in- 
junction will  not  be  neglected  by  the  brave  men 
under  his  command,  who  cannot  be  otherwise  than 
jealous  of  their  own  honor  and  that  of  their  coun- 
try’s. 

By  early  and  persevering  acts  of  kindness  and 
humanity,  it  is  impossible  to  doubt  that  the  Indians 
may  soon  be  induced  to  confide  in  the  army,  and 
instead  of  fleeing  to  the  mountains  arid  forests,  flock 
to  us  for  food  and  clothing.  If,  however,  through 
false  apprehensions,  individuals,  or  a party,  here 
and  there,  should  seek  to  hide  themselves,  they 
must  be  pursued  and  invited  to  surrender,  but  not 
fired  upon  unless  they  make  a stand  to  resist.  Even 
in  such  cases,  mild  remedies  may  sometimes  better 
succeed  than  violence;  and  it  cannot  be  doubted 
that  if  we  get  possession  of  the  women  and  chil- 
dren first,  or  first  capture  the  men,  that,,  in  either 
case,  the  outstanding  members  of  the  same  families, 
will  readily  come  in  on  the  assurance  of  forgive- 
ness and  kind  treatment. 

Every  captured  man,  as  well  as  all  who  surren- 


der themselves  must  be  disarmed,  with  the  assur- 
ance that  their  weapons  will  be  carefully  preserved, 
and  restored  at,  or  beyond  the  Mississippi.  In 
either  case,  the  men  will  be  guarded  and  escorted 
except  it  may  be,  where  their  womc-n  and  children 
are  safely  secured  as  hostages;  but,  in  general,  fami- 
lies in  our  possession,  will  not  be  separated,  unless 
it  be  to  send  them,  as  runners,  to  invite  others  to 
come  in. 

It  may  happen  that  the  Indians  may  be  found  too 
sick,  in  the  opinion  of  the  nearest  surgeon,  to  be 
removpd  to  one  of  the  depots  indicated  above.  In 
every  such  case,  one  or  more  of  the  family,  or  the 
friends  of  the  person,  will  be  left  in  attendance, 
with  ample  subsistence  and  remedies,  and  the  re- 
mainder of  the  family  removed  by  the  troops.  In- 
fants, superanuated  persons,  lunatics  and  women 
in  a helpless  condition,  will  all,  in  the  removal,  re- 
quire peculiar  attention,  which  the  brave  and  hu- 
mane will  seek  to  adopt  to  the  necessities  of  the 
several  cases. 

All  strong  men,  women,  boys  and  girls,  will  be 
made  to  march  under  proper  escorts.  For  the 
feeble,  Indian  horses  and  ponies  will  furnish  a 
ready  resource,  as  well  as  for  bedding  and  light 
utensils — all  of  which  as  intimated  in  the  treaty, 
will  be  necessary  to  the  emigrants  both  in  going  to, 
and  after  their  arrival  at  their  new-  homes.  Such, 
and  all  other  light  articles  of  property,  the  Indians 
will  be  allowed  to  collect  and  to  take  with  them, 
a 3 also  their  slaves,  who  will  be  treated  in  like 
manner  with  the  Indians  themselves. 

If  the  horses  and  ponies  be  not  adequate  to  the 
above  purposes,  wagons  must  be  supplied. 

Corn,  oats,  fodder  and  otherforage,  also  beef  cat- 
tle, belonging  to  the  Indians  to  be  removed,  w ill  be 
taken  possession  of  by  the  proper  departments  of 
the  staff,  as  wanted,  for  the  regular  consumption  of 
the  army,  and  certificates  given  to  the  owners,  spe- 
cifying in  every  case,  the  amount  of  forage  and  the 
weight  of  beef,  so  taken,  in  order  that  the  owmers 
may  be  paid  for  the  same  on  their  arrival  ax  one  of 
the  depots  mentioned  above. 

All  other  moveable  or  personal  property,  left  or 
abandoned  by  the  Indians,  will  be  collected  by 
agents  appointed  for  the  purpose,  by  the  superin- 
tendants  of  Cherokee  emigration,  under  a system 
of  accountability,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indian 
owners,  which  he  will  devise,  The  army  will  give 
those  agents,  in  their  operations,  all  reasonable 
countenance  and  support. 

White  men  and  widows,  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  who  are,  or  have  been  intermarried  with 
Indians,  and  thence  commonly  termed  Indian  coun- 
trymen, also  such  Indians  as  have  been  made  deni- 
zens of  particular  state  by  a special  legislation  to- 
gether with  the  families  and  property  of  all  such 
persons,  will  not  be  molested  or  removed  by  the 
troops  until  a decision,  on  the  principles  involved, 
can  be  obtained  from  the  w'ar  department. 

Alike  indulgence,  but  only  for  a limited  time, 
and  until  further  orders,  is  extended  to  the  families 
and  property  of  certain  chiefs  and  head-men  of  the 
two  great  Indian  parties,  (on  the  subject  of  emigra- 
tion,) now  understood  to  be  absent  in  the  direction 
of  Washington  on  the  business  of  their  respective 
parties. 

This  order  w ill  be  carefully  read  at  the  head  of 
every  company  in  the  army. 

Winfield  Scott, 

By  command: 

W.  J.  Worth,  lieut.  col.  chief  of  the  staff. 


REPORT  ON  MR.  WEBSTER’S  RESOLU- 
TION. 

In  senate,  Friday,  June  8,  1838. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  committee  on  finance,  made 
the  following  report: 

The  committee  on  finance,  to  which  was  referred 
the  resolution  oi  the  senate  of  the  31st  ultimo, 
directing  certain  inquiries  as  to  various  provi- 
sions of  an  act  entitled  “An  act  to  regulate  the 
deposites  of  the  public  money,”  passed  on  the 
23d  day  of  June,  1836,  respectfully  report: 

The  resolution  instructs  the  committee  “to  take 
into  consideration  the  act  of  the  23d  of  June,  1836, 
entitled  ‘An  act  to  regulate  the  deposites  of  the 
public  money,’  and  to  make  inquiry  upon  these 
points,  viz: 

First.  “ Whether,  according  to  the  provisions  of 
that  act,  it  is  now'  competent  for  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  to  employ  any  bank  which  has  hereto- 
fore been  selected  as  a public  depository,  and  which, 
since  the  passage  of  that  act,  has  suspended  specie 
payments.” 

The  commiltee  have  examined  the  act  with  at- 
tention, and  find  that,  all  other  objections  being  ob- 
viated, it  is  competent  for  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  to  employ,  as  a public  depository,  any 
bank  which  has  heretofore  been  selected  for  that 
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service,  “and  which, since  the  passage  ofthat  act, has 
suspended  specie  payments.”  The  eighth  section 
of  the  deposite  act  prohibits  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  from  discontinuing  any  deposite  bank,  and 
from  withdrawing  the  public  money  therefrom,  ex- 
cept for  certain  enumerated  causes,  one  of  whicli 
is  in  the  following  words: 

“Or  if  any  ol  said  banks  shall,  at  any  time,  re- 
fuse to  pay  its  own  notes  in  specie,  if  demanded.” 

Upon  this  cause  being  presented,  it  is  made  the 
express  duty  of  the  secretary,  by  the  same  section 
of  the  act,  “to  discontinue  any  such  bank  as  a de- 
pository, and  withdraw  from  it  the  public  moneys 
which  it  may  hold  on  deposite  at  the  time  of  such 
discontinuance;”  but  when  the  bank  shall  have 
again  resumed  specie  payment,  nothing  is  found 
iii  this  language  to  interdict  its  re-selection  as  a 
public  depository. 

The  lourth  sedion  of  the  act  sets  out  the  terms 
and  conditions  upon  which  the  banks  shall  agree 
to  receive  the  public  moneys  before  they  shall  be 
employed  as  depositories.  The  S'corrd  of  these 
ter  s is  prescribed  in  the  follow  ing  words: 

“ Secondly . To  credit  as  specie  all  sums  deposit- 
ed therein  to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  and  to  pay  all  checks,  warrants,  or  drafts, 
drawn  on  such  deposites,  in  specie,  if  required  by 
the  holder  thereof  ” 

The  breach  of  this  condition,  on  the  part  of  the 
bank,  would  be  a refusal  to  pay  its  depositors  in 
specie,  and  consequently  a suspension,  to  that  ex- 
tent, of  specie  payments;  and  the  duty  of  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury  to  discontinue  it,  as  a de- 
pository, and  to  withdraw  the  public  money  from  it, 
would  become  imperative,  by  the  language  of  the 
eighth  section,  b'  foie  referred  to,  which  assigns. as 
another  cause  of  discontinuance  and  withdrawal, 
that,  “at  any  time  any  one  of  said  banks  shall  fail 
or  refuse  to  perform  any  of  said  duties,  as  presciib- 
ed  by  this  act,  and  stipulated  to  be  performed  by  its 
contract.” 

This  contingency,  therefore,  like  the  former, 
would  take  from  the  bank  its  character  as  a deposi- 
tory', for  the  time  being;  would  forfeit  the  existing 
contract,  and  render  its  discontinuance,  and  the 
withdrawal  of  the  public  money  from  it,  an  impe- 
rious duty;  but  the  committee  see  nothing,  in  either 
of  the  causes,  to  prevent  a second  contract  w ith  the 
same  bank,  when  it  should  again  resume  specie 
payments,  again  consent  “to  pay  its  own  notes  in 
specie,  if  demanded,”  and  again  “pay  ail  checks, 
warrants,  or  drafts,  drawn  on  the  public  deposites, 
in  specie,  if  required  by  the  holder  thereof.”  They 
find  no  provi-ion,  in  any  other  part  of  the  act,  in- 
terdicting a second  contract  with  the  same  bank, 
when  the  first  shall  have  been  terminated  (or  either 
ol  these  causes,  and  they  therefore  express  their 
opinion  that  “it  is  now  competent  for  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  to  employ  any  bank  which  has 
heretofore  been  selected  as  a public  depository,  and 
which,  since  the  passage  of  that  act,  has  suspended 
specie  payments;”  there  being  no  other  obstacle 
in  the  way  of  such  second  employment,  than  the 
act  of  suspension  of  specie  payments. 

The  next  point  to  which  the  resolution  directs 
the  inquiry  of  the  committee,  is  in  the  following 
words: 

Second.  “Or  which  has,  since  the  fourth  day  ol 
July,  1836,  paid  out  notes,  or  bills,  of  a les3  denomi- 
nation than  five  dollars.” 

To  cause  the  inquiry  to  be  clearly  understood,  it 
is  nt  cessary  to  connect  the  preceding  language  w ith 
the  words  above  quoted,  and  the  inquiry  will  be, 
whether,  uccording  to  the  provisions  of  thot  act.  [the 
deposite  law  of  1836,]  it  is  now  competent  for  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  to  employ  any  bank  which 
has,  since  the  4th  day  of  July,  1836.  paid  oat  notes, 
or  bills,  of  a less  denomination  than  five  dollars. 

In  answer  to  this  inquiry,  the  committee  find  the 
tw  o first  clauses  of  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  to  be 
in  the  following  words: 

“Sec  5.  JInd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  bank 
shall  be  selected,  or  continued,  as  a place  of  depo- 
site  of  the  public  money,  which  shall  not  redeem 
its  notes  arid  bills,  on  demand,  in  specie;  nor  shall 
any  bank  be  selected,  or  continued,  a-'  aforesaid, 
which  shall,  after  the  fourth  day  of  July,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-six, 
issue,  or  pay  out,  any  note  or  bill  of  a less  denomi- 
nation than  five  dollars.” 

The  last  of  these  clauses  mepts  and  answers  the 
inquiry  directly,  and  shows  that  it  is  not  competent 
lor  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  under  this  act,  now 
to  employ,  as  a public  depository,  any  bank  which 
has,  since  the  fourth  day  of  July,  1836,  either  is- 
sued, or  paid  out,  notes  or  bills  of  a less  denomina- 
tion than  five  dollars;  while  the  first  clause  inter- 
dicts the  selection  or  continuance,  at  any  time,  and 
under  any  circumstances,  of  any  bank  “which 
shall  not  redeem  its  notes  and  bills,  on  demand,  in 
specie.” 


These  two  points  of  the  inquiry  seem  to  the  com- 
mittee to  assume  the  expediency  of  a course  of  le- 
gislation which  shall  rerive  and  introduce  again 
into  practice  the  deposite  system  established  by  the 
act  of  1836,  as  the  system  upon  which  the  public 
money  is  to  be  krpt  and  di-bursed.  Under  this 
-apposition,  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  as  to  the 
first  inquiry,  does  not  indicate  the  necessity  of  fur- 
ther legislation;  while  the  plain  and  unquestioned 
construction  of  the  act,  as  to  the  second,  compels 
an  answer  which,  to  the  minds  of  those  who  desire 
the  reintroduction  of  that  system,  may  seem  to  point 
out  such  a neci  ssity. 

Not  so  with  the  majority  of  the  committee. 
While  left  by  the  senate  to  the  free  exercise  of  their 
own  opinions,  they  cannot  recommend  any  legisla- 
tion, the  effect  of  which  will  be  to  reunite  the  pub- 
lic treasury  and  the  hanks,  by  a return  of  the  pub- 
lic treasure  to  the  uses  of  banking;  to  stimulate  and 
compel  the  banks  to  discount  upon  the  public  mo- 
ney. by  exacting  from  them  an  interest  for  its  use; 
to  promote  an  expansion  in  the  paper  issues  of  the 
banks,  exactly  pioportioned  to  the  fertility  of  the 
public  revenues,  and  a correspondent  embanass- 
inent  of  the  public  treasury,  w hen  a sterility  of  re- 
venue shall  call  for  the  public  money  whicli  has 
passed  into  the  hands  of  the  customers  of  the  banks. 
Such,  they  believe,  have  been  the  effects  of  the 
system  of  deposites,  the  revival  of  which  the  reso- 
lution seems  to  contemplate.  That  system  com- 
pelled Ihe  deposite  of  all  the  public  money  in 
banks;  it  placed  it  in  those  institutions  upon  gene- 
ral deposite,  and  thus  made  it,  in  fact  and  in  law, 
the  money  of  thp  banks,  and  not  the  money  of  the 
people;  it  not  only  held  out  an  inducement  to  the 
batiks  to  use  the  money  for  the  purposes  of  discount 
and  banking,  but,  in  this  way,  gave  them  the  right 
so  to  use  it,  in  defiance  of  the  popular  w ill,  and  of 
the  public  authorities;  it  went  further,  and  com- 
pelled them  to  convert  it  to  some  profitable  em- 
ployment, by  demanding  interest  from  them  while 
it  w as  in  their  keeping.  Time  and  experience  have 
shown  the  consequences  of  such  a policy,  and, 
were  there  no  other  reason,  these  consequences 
would  forbid  the  committee  from  recommending 
any  legislation  calculated,  or  intended,  to  revive 
that  system. 

The  action  of  the  senate,  however,  appears  to 
them  equally  to  stand  in  the  way  of  any  such  re- 
commendation. A special  convocation  of  con- 
gress, in  September  last,  was  a necessity  imposed 
by  the  failure  of  this  system  of  deposites,  and  the 
embarrassments  to  the  public  treasury  thereby  oc- 
casioned. Recommendations  for  the  keeping  and 
management  of  the  public  money,  without  the  aid 
of  the  banks,  and  especially  lor  a permanent  sepa- 
ration between  the  treasure  of  the  people  and  the 
business  of  banking,  were  then  laid  before  congress 
bv  the  president.  These  recommendations  were 
deliberately  and  definitively  acted  upon  and  adopt- 
ed by  the  senate,  but  tailed  to  receive  the  assent  of 
the  other  brancti  of  congress.  At  the  commence- 
ment of  the  present  session,  the  same  recommen- 
dations, substantially,  w:ere  renew  ed,  and  again  the 
senate  has,  after  long  deliberation  and  debate, 
adopted  *hem,  in  the  shape  of  a bill,  and  thus  sent 
them  to  the  house  for  its  concurrence.  If  that  bill 
shall  become  a law,  the  whole  deposite  system  re- 
cognised and  h galized  by  the  deposite  act  of  1836, 
will  be  superseded.  Will  the  senate,  then,  bv  its 
own  action,  supersede  its  own  bill?  Will  it,  in  the 
absence  of  all  information  as  to  what  may  be  the 
fate  of  that  measure  in  the  co-ordinate  branch  of 
the  legislature,  or  rather  with  the  knowledge  that  it 
has  not  yet  been  considered  there,  send  anotherbill 
upon  the  same  general  subject,  based  upon  adverse 
principles? 

The  committee  can  only  repeat,  what  they  have 
found  it  to  be  their  duty  to  say  upon  a kindred 
branch  of  this  subject,  that  whether  such  duplicate 
action,  by  the  same  legislative  body,  be  consistent 
with  established  parliamentary  law,  with  the  eco- 
nomy of  legislation,  or  with  the  uniformity  of  de- 
cisions which  should  characterize  all  deliberative 
bodies,  are  questions  v\  hich  properly  address  them- 
selves to  the  senate  and  not  to  them;  but  upon  the 
merits  of  the  propositions  they  must  be  permitted 
to  feel  entire  confidence  that  no  sufficient  reasons 
for  a change  of  opinion  or  action  can  be  presented 

The  remaining  inquiry  embraced  in  the  resolu- 
tion is  in  the  following  words: 

“Third.  And  also  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  repealing  or  modifying  those  provisions  of  the 
said  act,  which  prohibit  the  receipt,  in  payment  of 
debts  and  dues  to  Ihe  United  States,  of  the  bills  of 
all  banks  which  issue  bills  of  less  denomination 
that'  five  dollars.” 

This  inquiry  relates  to  the  last  clause  of  the  5th 
section  of  the  act,  which  reads  as  follows: 

“Nor  shall  the  notes  or  bills  of  any  bank  be  re- 
ceived iu  payment  of  any  debt  due  to  the  United 


Sta(es,  which  shall,  after  the  said  fourth  day  of  Ju- 
ly, in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  ai.d 
thirty-six,  issue  any  note  or  bill  of  a less  denomi- 
nation than  fht  dollars.” 

This  provision  of  Ihe  law  of  1836,  was  inserted 
in  furtherance  of  a policy  some  years  since  adoptt  d 
by  congress,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  8th  section  of 
the  proposed  recharter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  of  the  year  of  1832,  w hich  reserved  to  con- 
gress the  power,  from  and  after  the  3d  of  Match, 
1836,  to  prohibit  that  institution  from  issuing  or 
circulating  not<  s of  a less  denomination  than  twen- 
ty dollars.  That  act  did  not  become  a law  , but  tl  is 
lealure  of  it  met  the  approbation  of  the  two  houses 
of  congress,  while  ihe  objections  ol  the  then  presi- 
dent to  the  bill  marie  no  mention  of  this  provision 
as  exceptionable  in  his  mind.  On  the  contrary,  his 
whole  policy,  and  all  his  recommendations  in  rela- 
tion to  the  currency,  after  that  date,  and  especially 
after  the  time  when  the  power  could  have  been  ex- 
ercised, favond  the  policy  of  this  limitation.  Va- 
rious legislation  of  congrrss  in  the  year  1886,  dis- 
tinctly indicated  a determination  to  adhere  to.  and 
carry  out  the  policy,  and  by  limiting  the  circula- 
tion ol  bank  notes  of  lire  smaller  denominations,  to 
secure  a currency  ol  coin  otdy  lor  the  minor  trans- 
actions of  business,  lor  the  payment  of  day  labor- 
ers, for  the  change  required  in  pecuniary  dealings 
and  the  like;  and  in  this  way,  also  to  give  a more 
hroad  metallic  basis  to  our  w hole  paper  circulation. 
Many  of  the  states  of  the  union  fell  into  the  | olicy 
thus  adopted  and  pursued  by  this  government,  and 
conformed  their  legislation  to  the  object  proposed. 
It  seemed  to  be  universally  conceded  that  these 
two  objects  could  only  be  secured  by  the  exclusion 
of  small  bank  notes  from  ordinary  circulation;  and 
all  adopted  the  policy  as  wise,  and  worthy  of  pur- 
suit. The  powers  of  this  government  could  effect 
little,  as  the  paper  circulation  to  be  suppressed  was 
1 hat  of  the  notes  ol  banks  existing  by,  and  acting 
under  state  authority;  but  what  it  could  do,  was 
proposed  to  be  done  by  the  provision  of  the  depo- 
site law  above  quoted  As  a more  direct,  and 
much  more  efficient  movement,  a very  general  and 
vigorous  effort  was  made  by  the  states  and  the  peo- 
ple to  exclude  fioin  circulation  bank  notes  of  a less 
denomination  than  five  dollars;  and  several  states, 
whose  banks  had,  theretofore,  been  authorized  to 
issue  notes  of  the  denominations  of  one,  two,  ar  d 
three  dollars,  took  from  Ihem  that  an  hority,  while 
ihe  banks  of  several  other  states  had  either  nev.  r 
possessed  that  authority,  or  had  been  deprived  ol  it 
at  a previous  neriod.  The  progress  in  this  attempt- 
ed reform  of  the  currency  was  materially  retarded 
by  the  fact  that  all  the  states  did  riot  enter  into,  and 
act  upon  it,  so  as  to  restrain  the  issues  of  small 
notes  by  their  banks,  and  that  the  banks  of  the 
British  provinces  upon  our  northwestern  boundary 
continued  to  issue  small  notes,  which  found  a more 
or  less  extended  circulation  in  the  contiguous  states 
of  the  union.  Still  the  advance  towards  an  entire 
metallic  .circulation  for  all  sums  below  five  dollars 
was  as  rapid  as,  in  the  then  situation  of  the  coun- 
try and  the  banks,  could  reasonably  have  been  ex- 
pected; and  additional  slates  were  taking  measures 
for  the  gradual  exclusion  of  the  small  notes  of  their 
banks,  when  the  suspension  of  specie  payments, 
with  vpry  few  exceptions,  by  all  the  banks  of  all 
the  states,  in  May,  1837,  arrested  the  salutary  im- 
provement. 

The  suspension  w:as,  to  every  practical  extent 
perfect.  The  banks,  as  a gpneral  rirlp,  did  not  pay 
specie  upon  any  denomination  of  their  notes,  or  to 
any  class  of  their  creditors.  An  unavoidable  con- 
sequence followed.  All  the  coin  in  circulation,  the 
most  of  which  had  been  put  in  circulation  by  the 
policy  and  measures  before  adverted  to,  was  either 
gathered  into  the  banks,  not  to  be  again  given  out 
for  the  circulating  currency  of  the  country,  or  was 
hoarded  by  private  holders,  to  whose  minds  the  sus- 
pension had  communicated  a feelingallird  to  panic, 
inclining  them  to  treasure  up  all  they  had  which 
was  money,  precisely  in  proportion  to  the  diminu- 
tion of  their  confidence  in  the  value  of  that  circu- 
lating medium  which  had,  therefore,  represented 
money,  but  could  not  do  so  during  the  continuance 
of  the  entire  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  the 
banks.  Hence,  either  an  .absence  of  any  medium 
for  business  transactions  under  five  dollars,  or  the 
worst  of  all  media  which  an  enlightened  public 
feeling  could  tolerate,  soon  became,  in  many  sec- 
tions of  the  union,  an  evil  of  the  first  magnitude, 
and  one  against  which  Ihe  interference  of  the  slate 
legislatures  was  commandingly  invoked.  In  obe- 
dience to  calls  of  this  description  from  a suffering 
constituency,  the  legislatures  of  several  of  the  states, 
which  had  adopted  and  prosecuted  the  yolicy  ofsub- 
stituting  the  circulation  of  coin  for  that  of  small 
bank  notes  in  the  minor  pecuniary  transactions  of 
society,  felt  it  to  be  their  duty  to  retrogade  in  their 
action,  and  again  to  confer  upon  their  banking  in- 
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stitutions  the  power  to  issue,  and  the  right  to  cir- 
culate. notes  of  the  d ‘nominations  below  live  dol- 
lars. la  so. ne  cases  this  change  ol  policy,  in  the 
action  of  the  stat-s,  has  been  in  ide  general  and  tin 
limited;  while  in  others,  as  the  committee  think 
more  wisely  and  fortunately,  it  has  been  made  tem- 
porary, and  adopted  with  an  evident  design,  not  to 
abandon  the  policy,  but  to  meet  the  particular  grive- 
ance,  and,  that  bing  obviated,  to  return  to  those 
sound  measures  which,  as  permanent  regulations  of 
law,  cannot  fail  to  have  a most  salutary  infl  lence 
upon  our  currency  generally,  and  especially  upon 
the  interest  of  the  poorer,  and  by  far  the  most  nu- 
merous classes,  in  its  soundness  and  reality. 

S ill  the  committee  suppose  that  nearly  all  the 
banks  in  m iny  entire  states  have,  in  obedience  to. 
and  in  continuity  with,  this  change  ot  policy  in  the 
legislative  action  of  the  states  under  whose  authori- 
ty they  exist,  violated  the  restriction  imposed  by 
the  clause  of  the  deposite  law  of  1836  last,  above 
quoted,  and  thus  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  the  fis- 
cal officers  of  this  government  to  receive  any  of 
their  notes  in  any  payment  to  the  United  States 
while  that  restriction  remains  in  force,  and  without 
modification.  Under  such  circumstances,  the  com- 
mittee are  not  pr  pared  to  say  that  this  provision 
should  be  so  rigidly  adhered  to  as  to  perpetuate  the 
exclusion  of  the  notes  of  these  banks  from  the  pub- 
lic receipts,  while  the  notes  of  other  banks,  no 
more  safe,  are  received.  Such  a rule  would  not  aid 
the  policy  which  the  committee  earnestly  advocate 
of  giving  greater  stability  to  our  paper  circulation, 
but  would  merely  establish  an  invidtious  discrimi- 
nation between  the  different  local  banking  institu- 
tions, founded,  so  far  as  they  can  discover,  upon  no 
defensible  principle.  Had  these  violations  of  the 
restriction  imposed  by  the  deposite  law  been  en 
tirely  voluntary  on  the  part  of  the  banks;  had  no 
suspension  of  specie  payments,  and  no  consequent 
derangement  of  the  whole  paper  currency,  inter- 
vened; and,  even  under  these  pressing  inducements, 
had  not  the  interference  of  tile  legislatures  of  the 
states  authorized  the  violations,  and,  in  some  cases, 
at  least,  rendered  the  issue  of  the  small  notes  al- 
most, if  not  altogether,  a duty  in  the  estimation  of 
the  su  i rounding  comm  unity,!  he  committee  would  be 
the  last  per-ons  to  suggest  even,  much  less  to  re- 
commend, the  remission  of  the  penalty  which  this 
law  of  congress  imposes  upon  the  act. 

After  what  has  been  said,  it  will  nut  be  expected 
that  the  committee  will  vield  to  “the  expediency  of 
repealing  those  provisions  of  the  said  act  which 
prohibit  the  receipt  in  payment  of  debts  and  dues 
to  the  United  States  of  the  bills  ol  all  banks  which 
issue  bills  of  less  denomination  than  five  dollars.” 
This  would  be  to  yi  Id  the  sound  and  salutary 
policy  which  the  provisions  were  designed  to  carry 
out;  one  of  the  last  things,  in  the  administration  of 
the  affairs  of  this  government,  which  the  commit- 
tee ar-  disposed  to  surrender.  While  the  benefits 
of  a sound  and  stable  currency  are  so  loudly  de- 
manded by  all  parties  and  all  interests,  and  while 
the  committee  know  and  feel  that  a greater  in- 
fusion of  coin  into  the  circulating  medium  of  the 
country  is  the  safest  mode  of  reaching  that  great 
and  good  result,  they  cannot  become  parties,  much 
less  agents,  in  a course  of  legislation  which  shall 
surrender  the  first  step  towards  a consummation  so 
ardently  desired  by  all.  They, therefore,  give  their 
opinion  against  a repeal  of  this  provision. 

It  remains  to  consider  what  modification  can  pro- 
pel ly  be  adopted  to  meet  the  case,  and  not  weaken 
the  great  principle  contended  for.  That,  in  tile 
opinion  of  the  committee,  is  a proposition  of  easy 
solution.  The  legislation  of  several  of  the  states, 
to  which  reference  has  been  made,  furnishes  a pre 
ced-nt  which  congress  can  safely  follow.  A post 
ponement,  so  far,  of  the  operalive  limitation  of 
the  provision,  as  to  relieve  the  bank3  from  the  ex- 
clusion caused  by  former  violations;  the  fixing  of 
another  day,  beyond  which,  if  they  shall  again  cease 
to  issue  notes  below  the  denomination  of  five  dol- 
lars, their  notes  may  be  received  in  payment  of 
the  public  dues,  will  effectually  cure  the  evil  com- 
pi  lin’d  of;  place  the  excluded  banks,  so  far  as  the 
legislation  of  congress  is  concerned,  upon  the  same 
footing  with  their  neighbor  institutions,  and  pre- 
serve the  policy  of  the  law,  in  no  other  respect  im 
paired  than  as  to  the  time  when  that  policy  shall 
become  practice. 

The  committee  cannot,  in  justice  to  their  own 
feelings,  fail  here  to  notice  that  many  of  the  ex- 
cluded banks  have  been  among  the  first  in  the  coun- 
try to  resume  specie  payments;  that  thpir  issue  of 
notes  under  the  denomination  of  five  dollars  was  a 
measnrp  believed,  not  by  those  interested  in  the 
banks  simply,  hut  bv  the  community  within  which 
they  are  locat’d,  to  be  in  direct  aid  of  a speedy  re- 
sumption by  the  institutions  which  made  the  issues; 
and  that  the  effect  of  tho-e  i«sil’s,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case,  and  in  the  then  condition 


of  the  currency,  is  still  thought  to  have  been  salu-  I my  opinion,  it  comes  with  a bad  grace  Irom  I use 
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mitte,  cannot  e-cape  the  attention  of  congress  in 
deciding  upon  the  propriety  of  the  suggested  modi- 
fication of  this  provision  of  the  deposite  law  of  1836. 

Still  the  question  is  one  connecting  itself  with 
the  general  subject  of  legislation,  covered  by  the 
bill  upon  which,  as  has  been  before  rernai  ked,  the 
senate  has  aet  d,  during  its  present  session,  and 
which  bill  has  be  m,  long  since,  sent  to  the  house 
ol  representatives  for  the  concurrence  of  that  body. 
When  that  bill  shall  be  acted  upon,  the  committee 
belipve  that  an  amendment,  to  the  effect  they  have 
suggested,  v\  ill  be  proper  and  expedient;  and  as 
they  have  abundant  evidence  that  the. attention  of 
that  body  has  been  repeatedly  and  expressly  called 
to  this  particular  point,  they  have  no  reason  to 
doubt  that  it  will  receive  the  required  modification 
there,  in  case  the  judgment  of  tne  house,  upon  the 
propriety  of  its  adoption,  shall  agree  with  that 
which  the  committee  entertain  and  express. 

They  believe  it,  therefore,  inexpedient  that  any 
independent  proposition  to  accomplish  this  object 
should,  at  the  present  time,  bp  originated  in,  or 
acted  upon  bv,  the  senate.  Should  the  hill  referred 
to  be  rejected  by  the  house,  or  should  it  be  returned 
to  the  senate  without  the  amendment  suggested, 
in  either  case  the  modification  may  be  originated, 
and  passed  as  an  independent  bill,  without  material 
consumption  of  time,  in  relation  to  the  business  of 
this  body,  while  its  adoption  by  the  other,  in  the 
manner  here  suggested,  will  save  the  time  and  forms 
of  independent  legislative  action.  For  these  rea- 
sons the  committee  return  the  resolution  to  the 
sen 'te,  without  any  proposition  for  the  present  ac- 
tion of  the  body  upon  any  one  of  its  suggestions. 


SPEECH  OF  JUDGE  WHITE 

Upon  the  bill  reported  by  the  commit  lee  on  the  judi- 
ciary, to  pi  event  the  issuing  and  circulation  of  the 
bills , notes , and  securities,  of  corporations  created 
by  congress  which  have  expired,  S[C.  Delivered  in 
the  senute  of  the  United  Stales,  April  20,  1338. 
Mr.  President:  I do  not  wish  that  the  reasons 
for  the  vote  winch  I intend  to  give  on  this  bill 
should  be  misunderstood,  therefore,  I now'  address 
you. 

The  evil  to  be  remedied  by  its  passage  is  the  re- 
issuing the  note3  ol'  the  late  bank  of  the  United 
States,  chartered  by  congress  in  1816.  The  penal- 
ty to  be  inflicted  is  that  of  fine  and  imprisonment. 
I deny  that  congress  has  the  power  to  pass  such  a 
bill. 

Let  us  examine,  for  a moment,  the  principles 
contended  for  by  its  friends.  1st.  iny  honorable 
colleague  has  deduced  the  powpr  from  the  2d  sec- 
tion ol  the  3d  article  of  the  constitution,  which 
says,  that  the  courts  of  the  United  States  shall 
have  jurisdiction  in  all  cases  arising  under  the  con- 
stitution or  laws  of  the  United  States.  &c. 

This  clause  was  never  intended  to  designate  the 
cases  in  which  congress  should  legislate ; but  the 
cases  which  the  judiciary  might  decide. 

All  cases  in  which  we  legislate,  whether  we 
have'thi-  constitutional  power  or  not,  the  judiciary 
may  have  cognizance  of.  If,  because  the  judiciary 
have  this  jurisdiction  in  all  cases,  congress  may 
also  legislate  in  all  cases,  there  is  an  end  of  ail 
limitation  to  the  powers  of  the  federal  govern- 
ment. 

This  is  a more  extravagant  claim  of  power  than 
T have  ever  known  to  be  set  up  by  any  class  of  poli 
ticians. 

2d  His  next  recourse  is  to  that  clause  in  the 
constitution  which  gives  to  congress  the  power  “to 
coin  money  and  to  regulate  the  value  of  it,”  |gc. 

From  this  clause  he  has  argued  that  congress  has 
the  whole  power  over  the  co  n,  and,  if  these  notes 
are  permitted  to  circulate,  they  will  put  out  of  cir- 
culation an  equal  amount  of  coin,  therefore  con- 
gress has  the  power  to  legislate  them  out  of  circu- 
lation. I deny  the  soundness  of  this  argument. 

It  is  true  congress  has  the  sole  power  over  the 
coin,  but  it  is  not  true  that  they  have,  on  that  ac- 
count, absolute  power  over  all  credits  which  the 
-dates  or  the  people  may  choose  to  circulate  as 
substitutes  for  coin.  They  cannot  pass  any  law' 
which  will  make  it  unlawful  for  one  man  to  circu- 
late the  proinisorv  negotiable  note  of  another,  as  a 
substitute  for  coin.  Nor  can  they  prohibit  the  cir- 
culation of  notes  issued  by  banks  chartered  by  any 
of  the  states. 

The  circulation  of  checks  or  notes  on  state  banks 
displaces  specie  to  the  same  amount,  and  if  this 
argument  of  my  colleague  were  sound,  this  wholp 
circulation  could,  at  any  time,  be  prohibited  by 
congress. 

This  claim  of  power  is,  in  itself,  so  extravagant, 
that  few  have  heietofore  ventured  to  assert  it.  In 


3d.  His  last  resource,  to  establish  this  power,  is 
a recurrence  to  that  clause  in  the  constitution 
which  gives  congress  the  power  1o  pass  all  laws, 
necessary  and  proper,  to  carry  into  effect  any  of 
tile  powers  before  vested  in  them. 

This  argument  of  my  colleague  carries  us  back, 
and  places  us  upon  the  broad  old  federal  doctrine, 
“that  congress  may  do  any  thing  which  they  be- 
lieve is  for  the  general  welfare.” 

The  republican  doctine  is,  that  this  clause  in  the 
constitution,  instead  of  vesting  in  congress  any 
power  on  any  new  subject,  was  intended  as  a limi- 
tation upon  powers  already  gianted.  Without  this 
clause,  congress  would  have  been  compelled,  in 
many  cases,  to  take  power  by  implication,  or  by 
construction,  otherw  ise  they  could  not  attain  many 
of  the  objects  over  which  express  powers  to  legis- 
late had  been  granted  to  them.  To  cut  off'  all 
pretence  for  assuming  powers  by  implication,  this 
clause  was  inserted,  and  express  power  conferred 
to  pass  all  laws  necessary  and  proper  to  give  etiect 
to  the  attainment  of  those  objects,  in  relation  to 
which  express  powers  had  been  granted. 

I cannot  but  think,  that  he  who  now'  insists  on 
Ihe  reverse,  and  still  calls  himself  a republican  of 
the  Jelfersonian  school,  mistakes  the  class  of  poli- 
t’cians  to  which  he  belongs.  Certain  I am,  he 
and  I do  not  belong  to  the  same  class,  because  I 
will  not  take  from  this  clause  the  power  to  act  on 
any  new  or  independent  subject  whatever.  I can 
only  take  power  from  it  to  use  the  means  necessary 
and  appropriate  to  effectuate  some  object,  in  rela- 
tioifto  which  an  express  pow  er  to  legislate  is  given. 

The  honorable  senator  from  New  Jersey,  who 
addressed  us  yesterday,  has  had  recourse  to  judicial 
determinations,  to  prove  that  congress  possesses 
the  power  to  pass  this  bill. 

It  appeared  to  me  that  those  authorities  only 
went  to  establish,  that  where  congress  has  the 
power  to  create  an  institution,  they  have  the  power 
to  regulate  it  or  to  destroy  it. 

It  this  doctrine  is  sound,  the  argument  leaves  me 
exactly  where  it  found  me,  because  I am  one  of 
that  unfortunate  class  of  politicians  who  do  not 
believe  congress  had  the  power  to  create  this  corpo- 
lali.ui. 

I he  honorable  senator  from  Alabama,  farthest 
from  me,  Mr.  Clay,  supposes  we  have  the  power 
to  pass  this  bill,  because  the  notes  thus  improperly 
put  in  circulation,  the  United  States  are  morally 
bound  to  pay. 

I deny  that  the  United  States  ever  were,  or  ever 
cm  be,  either  legally  or  morally  bound  to  pay  a 
■u.igle  note  issued  by  that  bank. 

I lie  bank  was  called  by  our  name,  we  were 
-i.  ckholders  to  the  amount  of  seven  millions  of 
’.-liars,  and  we  were  no  fanher  bound  to  the  pay- 
ment ot  the  debts  ol  that  bank  than  any  individual 
'wning  the  same  amount  of  stock,  and  the  very 
ii.unent  we  sold  the  stock  we  were  not  interested 
i.i  th<?  bank  to  the  amount  of  one  cent. 

The  cases  put  I y the  senator  to  illustrate  his  ar- 
gument, prove  that  the  name  of  this  bank  has  mis- 
led him. 

lie  says,  if  a man  forges  a note  or  obligation 
upon  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States,  he  could 
be  punished  for  forgery,  &c. 

Suppose  I yield  that  he  could,  why  would  he  be 
tint'  punishable  by  an  act  of  congress?  It  would 
be  because  the  treasurer  is  an  officer  of  the  United 
Slates,  and  because,  if  the  forged  note  or  obliga- 
tion were  genuine,  the  United  States  must  pay  the 
money  out  of  the  treasury. 

I he  persons  this  bill  intends  to  punish,  are  not 
oiii  officers,  our  agents,  or  our  trustees;  nor  are  the 
United  States,  either  legally  or  morally,  bound  to 
pay  one  dollar  to  redeem  these  notes. 

I he  notes,  if  re-issued,  are  thus  dealt  with,  by 
(lie  officers,  the  agents,  or  trustees  of  the  bank,  in 
which  we  have  no  interest  whatever,  the  United 
Slaies  having  sold  the  whole  amount  of  their 
•stock  to  the  bank  chartered  by  Pennsylvania. 

I thii  k if  the  honorable  senator  will  reconsider 
the  opinions  he  has  advanced,  and  give  them  an 
application  to  the  facts  as  they  really  exist,  lie  w ill 
bo  satisfied  lie  is  maintaining  a doctrine  too  ex- 
tiavagant  (o  be  seriously  insisted  on  by  any  one. 

The  argument  of  the  honorable  senator  from 
Uonnecticut,  Mr.  Niles,  is  by  far  more  plausible 
Ilian  any  thing  I have  heard. 

It  is  this  in  substance,  that  we  cannot  now  in- 
quire whether  congress  had  the  power  to  charter 
this  bank  or  not.  It  was  chartertd,  these  notes 
wore  made  in  virtue  of  a power  conferred  by  the 
oliaifer,  and  it  is  our  duty  to  see  that  society  is  not 
delrainled  by  means  of  our  creation. 

If  there  were  no  other  means  of  checking  the 
mischief  but  by  our  legislation,  the  necessity  of 
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tin'  case  would  make  a man  strain  hard  to  find  some 
source  from  which  he  could  have  power  to  compel 
those  who  are  trustees  to  cancel  those  notes  as  fast 
as  they  are  lifted  by  them. 

Hut  there  is  no  sort  of  necessity  for  our  legisla- 
tion to  check  this  mischief. 

How  are  the  facts? 

By  the  charter  of  1816,  the  bank  had  twenty 
years,  within  which  to  do  business;  they  expired 
Oil  the  3d  March,  1836.  The  bank  was  to  have 
two  additional  years  within  which  to  wiltd  up  its 
concerns;  they  expired  the  3d  of  March,  1888. 

Before  the  expiration  of  the  twenty  years  the 
state  of  Pennsylvania  save  to  the  stockholders,  with 
the  exception  of  the  United  States,  a new  charter, 
and  the  old  stockholders  transferred  to  this  new 
bank  all  theirfunds  in  trust  to  wind  up  their  con- 
cerns; in  other  words,  in  trust  to  collect  all  debts 
due  to  the  old  bank,  and  to  pay  all  the  debts  it  ow'ed. 

Now  I am  very  clear  in  the  opinion  that  when- 
ever the  trustee,  with  the  funds  of  the  old  bank, 
lifted  any  of  its  notes,  it  was  a duty  to  cancel  them, 
and  if,  instead  of  doing  so,  the  trustee  re-issued 
them,  it  was  a breach  of  trust,  and  upon  an  appli- 
cation to  a court  of  chancery,  by  any  one  having 
an  interest,  I have  no  doubt  a decree  would  be 
made  to  restrain  the  re-issue,  and  to  compel  the 
trustee  to  cancel  the  notes  as  last  as  lifted  with  the 
trust  funds. 

Where  then  is  the  necessity  for  congress  to  ex- 
ert the  power  to  check  a mischief  for  which  there 
is  a clear,  unembarrassed,  and  adequate  remedy? 
There  can  be  none  as  I think.  There  certainly  is 
none  to  protect  any  interest  of  the  United  States. 
They  n -verhad  any  interest  in  this  new  bank,  and 
they  have  none  in  the  old,  because  under  an  act  of 
congress  our  seven  millions  of  stock  were  sold  to 
the  new  bank,  receipted  for,  and  as  fast  as  the  in 
stalments  have  fallen  due,  according  to  the  con- 
tract, they  have  been  punctually  paid. 

There,  therefore,  as  it  seems  to  me,  can  be  no 
necessity  or  propriety  in  deriving  the  power  claim- 
ed from  the  necessitv  of  the  case,  and  there  is  the 
more  danger  in  deriving  any  power  from  such  a 
source,  because  every  honest  mind  is  easily  misled 
by  it,  as  the  exercise  of  the  power  is  to  attain  an 
object  honest  and  praiseworthy. 

But,  Mr.  President,  are  not  all  those  who  assume 
this  ground,  and  think  we  have  no  power  to  charter 
a bank,  assuming  a most  dangerous  and  deceptive 
ground? 

I cannot  but  think  so,  and  with  great  deference  I 
say,  it  has  appeared  to  me,  we  are  likely  to  commit 
error  by  not  separating  in  our  minds  things  which 
ought  to  be  kept  distinct. 

The  new  bank  and  the  old  bear  the  same  name. 
The  stockholders,  with  the  exception  of  the  United 
States,  are  the  same  in  both  banks.  The  principal 
officers  in  the  old  are  4he  prominent  officers  in  the 
new.  Hence  I have  thought  we  are  inclined  to 
view  the  officers  in  this  state  bank  as  our  officers, 
exercising  an  authority  derived  from  the  United 
States,  when  in  truth  and  in  fact  they  derive  their 
power  and  authority  under  a state  law,  and  are  nei- 
ther our  officers,  our  trustees,  nor  our  agents.  Their 
whole  power  and  authority  over  the  affairs  of  the 
old  bank  are  derived  from  the  contract  between  the 
old  and  new  banks,  by  which  the  latter  became  the 
trustee  of  the  former. 

Is  it  possible  that  congress  can  derive  any  power 
to  legislate  on  this  point  on  the  ground  of  this  con- 
tract? 

Suppose  Pennsylvania  had  never  granted  this 
new  charter,  and  the  stockholders  of  the  old  bank 
had  made  just  such  a contract  with  the  bank  of 
Virginia  in  virtue  of  which  this  latter  bank  be- 
came the  trustee,  and  there  was  an  allegation  that 
this  trustee  was  re-issuing  some  of  the  notes  instead 
of  cancelling  them.  Is  anv  gentleman  prepared  to 
maintain  that  congress  could  pass  a law  to  send  the 
trustee  to  jail,  or  to  have  him  mulcted  in  a fine  ? 

Upon  principle  there  is  no  distinction  between  the 
cases. 

This  claim  of  power  rests  upon  the  ground  that 
as  we  inferred  the  power  to  create  the  bank,  when 
in  truth  we  had  no  such  power,  we  may  assume  any 
other  power  we  choose  to  check  our  own  mischief. 

I deny  this  doctrine  entirely,  and  insist  that  by 
our  own  legislation,  we  can  never  enlarge  our  own 
powers. 

Here  we  have  created  a bank.  Will  any  gentle- 
man  affirm  that  an  express  pow’er  to  charter  a bank 
is  given  in  the  constitution?  No  gentleman  can  so 
alleo-e.  Even  those  who  claim  such  a power  for 
congress  have  never  pretended  there  is  any  express 
grant  of  power.  All  agree  it  is  a power  that  must 
be  inferred  for  the  sake  of  carrying  out  some  other 
express  grant  of  power. 

Some  have  said  we  have  express  power  to  lay  and 
collect  taxes,  aqd  a bapk  is  necessary  as  a fiscal 
agent.  — • 


Others  that  we  have  a power  to  coin  money,  and 
therefore  congress  has  power  over  the  whole  curren- 
cy, and  to  keep  that  sound,  a bank  is  essential. 

While  those  who  deny  any  such  power  have  de- 
nominated it  “a  vagrant,  crawling  over  the  consti- 
tution in  search  of  a soft  place  on  which  to  make  a 
comfortable  settlement.” 

If  we  pass  this  bill,  in  my  judgment,  we  first  as- 
sume, by  implication,  that  congress  had  the  power  to 
charter  the  bank,  and  then  w e infer  that  congress-can 
impose  whatever  pains  and  penallies  it  pleases,  even 
unto  death,  to  compel  the  cancelling  of  the  notes. 

These  powers,  I think,  we  do  not  possess,  and, 
therefore,  I will  not  exercise  them.  I will  adhere 
to  what  I think  the  old  republican  doctrine: 

1st.  Shew  an  express  grant  of  power  to  do  the 
principal  matter,  ami  then 

2d.  That  the  means  you  wish  to  employ  are  the 
necessary  and  proper  means  to  be  used,  and  I am 
ready  to  act;  if  1 doubt,  reasonably,  1 ought  not  to  act. 

Is  the-re  any  gentleman  wbo  hears  me  can  say 
there  is  no  reasonable  doubt  in  this  case? 

After  all,  if  we  pass  this  bill,  how  is  any  one  to 
find  out  what  notes  were  re-issued?  There  will  be 
no  mark  put  upon  them. 

We  can  only  believe  some  have  been  re-issued, 
because  we  see,  at  an  aftpr  day,  more  are  in  circu- 
lation than  there  were  on  a former  one:  but  what 
identical  notes  they  .were,  society  can  have  no  means 
of  knowing. 

1 now  have  one  or  two  in  my  pocket,  but  I have 
no  knowledge  when  or  how  they  were  put  in. circu- 
lation, nor  had  I any  means  of  ascertaining.  All  I 
know  is  that  they  came  to  my  hands  fairly. 

Other  gentlemen,  who  condemn  my  rule  of  con- 
struing -the  constitution,  may  find  a satisfactory 
source  from  which  to  derive  their  power  to  pass  this 
bill;  if  so,  let  them  pass  it.  All  I wish,  is,  that  the 
principles,  on  which  I act,  may  be  understood. 

Mr.  President:  I might  here  close  my  remarks, 
because  I have  said  ail  that  I intend  to  say  immedi- 
ately applicable  to  the  bill  before  us,  but  my  honor- 
able colleague,  in  opening  this  discussion,  allowed 
himself  such  a latitude,  that  I feel  it  my  duly,  to 
those  absent  as  well  as  to  those  present,  to  touch 
upon  some  other  topics,  which,  at  some  time,  it  will 
be  my  duty  to  notice,  and  perhaps  there  may  never 
be  a more  fit  occasion  than  the  present. 

Let  no  one  suppose  I am  about  to  make  any 
observations  upon  the  letter  of  Mr.  Biddle  to  Mr. 
Adams,  which  has  been  the  subject  of  so  many  re- 
marks from  my  colleage. 

Whether  the  views  presented  in  that  letter  be 
sound  or  unsound;  whether  Mr.  Bifdle  or  my  col- 
league is  the  best  skilled  in  finance,  or  in  the  doc- 
trine of  currency;  whether  his  letter  be  an  attack 
on  the  administration  or  not;  in  short,  whether  his 
letter  was  prudent  or  imprudent,  are  matters  with 
which  I do  not  intend  to  intermeddle  at  this  time. 

Before  I am  done,  I expect  to  shew’,  that  what 
hag  been  said  by  my  colietigue  is  the  first  open 
rupture,  among  those,  who  have  once  been  on  terms 
of  intimacy,  and  all  know  how  delicate  an  affair  it 
is  to  interfere  in  such  a case. 

When  the  honorable  senator  from  Missouri,  Mr. 
Benton,  addressed  us  the  other  day  on  the  sub- 
treasury bdl,  he  read  us  a letter  which  he  had  re- 
ceived from  the  late  president  of  the  United  States 
for  the  sake  of  refuting  the  charge  made  against  him, 
that  he  had  once  been  friendly  to  the  bank,  and  only 
wishtd  to  destroy  it,  because  the  directors  of  it 
would  not  use  its  influence  to  accomplish  his  polit- 
ical purposes.  He  at  the  same  time  told  us  he  in- 
tended to  incorporate  it  in  his  speech  by  publishing 
a copy  of  it.  He  has  done  so,  and  wh^n  I read  his 
speech  a few  days  since,  and  this  letter,  I was  indu- 
ced to  believe  that  the  writer  had  fallen  into  some 
errors  which  it  was  a duty  to  some  of  my  consti- 
tuents should  be  corrected. 

I wish,  before  I proceed  to  what  I have  to  say  ori 
this  subject,  to  state  that  I am  not  one  of  those  who 
ever  stated  that  the  author  of  this  letter  has  ever 
been  friendly  to  the  bank  and  became  dissatisfied 
with  it  because  it  would  not  loan  its  influence  to 
him.  Nor  do  I now  intend  to  make  any  such  accu- 
sation. My  purpose  is  a very  different  one. 

The  letter  is  dated  “29th  November,  1837,”  and 
its  author  in  the  second  paragraph  says.  “When  the 
“aristocratic  few,”  at  Nashville  first  made  a uiove- 
“ment  to  obtain  a branch  there,  they  were  forestalled 
“by  a law  of  the  legislature,  imposing  a heavy  fine 
“upon  any  bank  that  should  attempt  to  do  business 
“within  the  limits  of  the  slate,  without  being  first 
“chartered  by  the  legislature  thereof.  This  provi- 
sion had  my  cordial  approbation,  and  prevented 
“while  it  continued  in  force  a location  of  the  branch 
“of  the  bank  at  Nashville,  but  it  was  afterwards  re- 
peated, &c.” 

This  statement  induced  me  to  look  into  the  docu- 
ments appended  to  the  committee’s  report  at  the 
session  of  1834  and  1835  for  two  purposes. 


1st.  To  see  when  the  citizens  of  Nashville  first 
applied  for  the  establishment  of  a branch  at  that 
place,  and 

2d.  To  see-who  were  the  applicants,  denominated 
the  ‘■'■aristocratic  few.’” 

I find  by  the  senate  dec.  vol.  2,  page  226,  the  first 
application  is  dated  at  Nashville,  west  Tennessee, 
July  18th,  1817,  and  is  signed  by  upwards  of  sixty 
persons. 

On  the  3d  .day  of  October,  in  the  same  year,  this 
application  is  pressed  in  a letter  of  William  Carroll, 
afterwards  governor,  addressed  to  the  president  of 
the  bank. 

The  act  passed  by  the  legislature  of  the  state,  tax- 
ing a branch,  if  brought  there,  was  not  passed  till 
the  22d  day  of  November,  1817. — Vide  same  volume, 
page  239. 

If  the  writer  of  this  letter,  therefore  intended  to  be 
understood  a?  saying,  that  when  the  first  application 
for  a branch  was  made,  there  -was  a law  of  the  state 
which  forestalled  them,  the  statement  is  erroneous: 
there  was  no  such  law  for  upwards  of  four  months 
afterwards.  In  putting  an  estimate  upon  the  char- 
acter of  any  members  of  a community,  I think  it 
ought  to  make  a great  difference,  whether  their  ap- 
plication was  made  for  the  doing  that  which  is  in 
violation  of  law,  or  of  that  which  the  law  did  not 
prohibit. 

When  a man  has  such  a weight  of  character  as  the 
writer  of  this  letter,  what  he  says  of  others,  espe- 
cially his  acquaintances  and  neighbours,  has  an  in- 
fluence throughout  the  whole  country,  and  I do  not 
think  he  ought  to  indulge  in  statements  that  may  af- 
fect their  reputation  without  the  strictest  regard  to 
accuracy.  Again.  These  applicants  are  called 
‘ the  aristocratic  few.” 

Mr.  President,  you  have  heard  the  speech  of  my 
colleague,  in  the  course  of  which  he  has  given  an 
account  of  his  political  creed.  Whose  name  do  you 
think  is  to  be  found  on  this  aristocratic  list. 

Strange  as  you,  or  the  senate  may  think  of  it,  it 
is  nevertheless  true,  that  his  name  is  the  very  first  on 
the  list,  and  is  succeeded  by  those  of  Robert  Weakly, 
Thomas  Claiborne,  John  C.  McLemore,  Alfred 
Balch  and  William  Carroll,  with  many  others;  some 
of  w horn  .are  men  of  the  first  respectability  and 
standing. 

Now,  sir,  I should  certainly  have  thought  Ihose, 
whose  names  I have  mentioned  would  have  been 
the  last  men  he  would  have  called  by  such  a name. 
If  the  writer  of  that  letter  has  any  friends  left  him 
upon  earth,  I should  think  on  the  29th  November 
last  he  would  have  considered  those  gentlemen  as 
falling  within  that  class.  Politically  they  seem  to 
have  made  it  a point  to  think  with  him  and,  for  the 
last  few  years  in  all  things,  to  act  according  to  his 
will. 

They  may,  in  fact,  be  said  to  live  and  move  and 
have  in  him  their  political  being.  Although  I do 
not  profess  to  have  at  this  time  any  particular  re- 
gard for  any  one  of  those  whose  names  I have  men- 
tioned, yet  I must  say  I do  not  think  it  coriect  to 
denominate  any  one  of  them  “an  aristocrat-.”  one 
who  would  be  willing  to  take  all  power  from  the 
many,  and  give  it  to  the  few,  on  the  ground  that 
they  were  better  born,  or  more  wealthy  than  their 
neighbours. 

They  and  I differ  about  many  things,  but  I should 
not  like  soberly  to  denominate  them  federalists  ever; 
and  if  compelled  to  give  any  opinion,  I could  only,  in 
truth,  say,  that  I did  not  know  they:  had  any  par- 
ticular politics. 

Others  whose  names  I have  not  mentioned,  will 
be  found  on  that  list,  who  are  men  of  the  first  re- 
spectability, and  wdio  would  struggle  as  hard  for  an 
equality  ol  rights  as  any  men  in  any  community, 
and  are  as  much  entitled  to  the  reputation  of  repub- 
licans as  any  of  my  constituents. 

The  distinguished  author  of  the  letter,  in  a sub- 
sequent part  of  it,  proceeds  to  speak  of  the  repeal 
ot  the  act  of  1817,  and  of  the  visit  of  general  Cad- 
wallader  after  such  repeal,  with  a view  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  a branch  at  Nashville,  and  says:  “Some 
short  period  after  the  visit  of  general  Cadwallader, 
when  the  braneh  was  established,  a recommenda- 
tion for  the  appointment  of  two  gentlemen  to  fill 
the  places  of  its  president  and  cashier  was  shewn  to 
me,  with  request  that  I should  state  my  knowledge 
of  the  character  of  these  two  gentlemen.  The  bank 
being  established  and  the  people  liable  lobe  cursed 
with  all  its  attendant  evils  I expressed  my  confi- 
dence in  the  two  gentlemen  referred  to,  believing 
them  to  be  honest,  and  that  as  far  as  they  had  control 
over  the  institution  it  would  not  be  wielded  for  cor- 
rupt political  purposes.  This  recommendation  I 
have  been  informed  has  been  used  to  prove  my  ap- 
probation of  this  bank,  Ike.” 

The  whole  point  in  this  matter  rests  upon  the  time 
at  which  the  recommendation  was  made.  The  au- 
thor says,  it  was  after  the  repeal  of  the  act  of  1817, 
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after  Mr.  Cadwallader’s  visit,  and  after  the  establish- 
ment of  the  branch! 

This  statement  is  founded  in  error.  The  act  was 
repealed  Nov.  23th,  1826.  General  Cadwallader’s 
visit  was  alter  that,  and  the  establishment  of  the 
branch  still  later. 

This  recommendation  on  the  very  face  of  it,  must 
satisfy  every  person  that  it  was  given  before  the  re- 
peal of  the  law,  not  afterwards.  It  sets  out  with 
Baying  it  is  given  in  anticipation  of  the  establishment 
of  a branch. 

It  recommends  Robert  Searey,  as  president,  who, 
I think,  was  dead  before  the  repeal  of  the  law;  it  is 
signed  officially  as  “major  general  southern  divi- 
sion.” It  is  his  recommendation,  in  company  with 
several  devoted  friends  of  the  bank,  each  with  all 
the  audition  to  his  name  which  truth  would  warrant. 

In  1326  the  author  of  this  letter  was  not  major 
general.  lie  had  ceased  to  be  so  long  before.  Had 
been  governor  of  Florida,  senator  in  congress,  and 
candidate  for  president.  The  recommendation,  al- 
though not  dated,  was  undoubtedly  about  the  year 
ISIS  or  1319  as  I should  think,  and  at  the  very  time 
tile  struggle  was  going  on  between  the  triends  of  the 
bank  and  the  advocates  of  the  state  law. 

[Here  Mr.  White  read  the  following  document 
and  proceeded.] 

“To  the  President  of  the  U.  S.  Bank , Philadelphia. 

The  undersigned,  in  anticipation  of  the  location 
at  this  place  of  a branch  of  the  United  States  Bank, 
take  this  method  of  recommending  to  your  consid- 
eration persons  qualified  for  the  direction  of  the 
same,  viz:  president  and  cashier.  From  along  and 
intimate  knowledge  of  the  public  and  private  char- 
acter of  major  Robert  Searey,  the  present  acting 
paymaster  for  west  Tennessee  we  feel  no  hesita- 
tion in  naming  him  as  a person  who  would  give 
general  satisfaction  as  president  of  so  important  an 
institution;  and  from  the  numerous  services  ren- 
dered by  this  gentleman  both  in  a civil  and  mili- 
tary capacity,  we  think  him  entitled  to  a large  por- 
tion of  public  pationage,  in  addition  to  what  the 
undersigned,  can  testify,  his  services  and  capacity 
are  well  known,  and  no  doubt  duly  appreciated  by 
the  heads  of  department  at  Washington  city.” 

“For  cashier,  we  beg  leave  to  name  John  Som- 
mei  ville,  who  is  at  this  time  cashier  of  the  state 
bank  at  Nashville.  This  gentleman  is  known  to 
some  of  your  honorable  body  as  a person  qualified 
lor  the  duties  of  this  appointment,  his  integrity  has 
been  long  tried  and  approved,  and  we  feel  no  hesi- 
tation in  recommending  him  to  yon  as  one  who,  in 
receiving  the  appointment  of  cashier,  would  unite 
the  approbation  of  his  fellow  citizens.” 

John  McNeiry,  federal  judge. 

Andrew  Jackson,  maj  gen'  l southern  division. 

Robert  Butler,  adj’t.  gen’l.  do 

R.  Weakly, 

citizen  and  former  member  of  congress. 

J.  W.  Overton,  at’g.  and  former 

supervisor  and  sup.  judge. 

John  Coffee,  brigadier  gen’l.  late  war. 

James  Jackson,  merchant  and  president 

branch  bank  at  Nashville. 

J.  Wharton,  formerly  senator  in  congress. 

John  P.  Erwin,  merchant.” 

Whether  he  was  at  that  time  the  friend  or  opponent 
of  the  bank  I do  not  know,  but  one  thing  seems  pretty 
evident  that  so  far  as  this  recommendation  would 
go,  it  is  well  calculated  to  throw  his  weight  against 
those  then  struggling  to  maintain  the  law  of  the  state 
against  the  influence  of  the  bank  and  its  friends. 

Mr.  President,  I will  soon  prove  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  senate,  that  the  struggle  was  no  trifling 
affair. 

The  act  prohibiting,  the  branch,  as  we  have  seen, 
passed  on  the  22.1  Nov.  1817;  the  news  soon  spread; 
a town  meeting  was  called  in  Nashville  on  the  31st 
January  following;  the  proceedings  are  not  lengthy; 
I will  read  them  to  shew  what  was  done  and  by 
whom. 

“ At  a public  meeting  of  the  citzens  of  Davidson 
county,  and  the  adjoining  counties,  at  the  court 
house  in  the  town  of  Nashville,  on  Saturday,  the 
31st  day  of  January,  instant,  pursuant  to  notice 
given  in  the  Clarion, 

“The  honorable  Jesse  Wharton  was  appointed 
chairman,  and  0.  B.  Hayes  secretary. 

“Mr.  Grundy  rose  and  stated  the  object  of  the 
meeting,  and  presented  the  following  resolutions, 
which,  after  some  discussion,  were  unanimously 
adopted,  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two  votes  on 
the  first  and  last  resolutions. 

“ Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  meeting 
that  the  late  law  passed  by  the  legislature  of  this 
state,  in  taxing  banks  to  be  established  in  this 
state  by  an  authority  other  than  the  laws  of  this 
state,  while  the  banks  established  by  the  authority 
of  the  state  are  not  taxed,  is  impolitic  and  uncon- 
stitutional. 


“ Resolved.  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  meeting 
that  the  establishment  of  a branch  of  the  United 
States  Bank  at  this  (dace,  would  be  beneficial  to 
the  institution,  grateful  to  (he  people,  useful  in  its 
operation,  and  greatly  conducive  to  the  prosperity 
and  best  interests  of  Tennessee. 

“ Resolved , That  a committee  of  seven  persons 
be  appointed  by  the  chairman,  respectfully  to  ad 
dress  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  on  this  interesting  and  import- 
ant subject,  and  request  the  immediate  establish- 
ment of  a branch  of  that  institution  at  this  place. 

“ Whereupon,  the  chairman  appointed  F.  Grun- 
dy, O.  B.  Hayes,  John  P.  Erwin,  George  W.  Gibbs, 
J.  Whiteside,  A.  Balch,  and  A.  Hynes,  a commit- 
tee for  the  above  purpose. 

Test:  O.  B.  Hayes,  Secretary.” 

[Here  Mr.  White  having  read  the  proceedings  and 
resolutions  proceeded  to  say.] 

Thus  the  senate  will  see  my  colleague  again  fore- 
most; proposer  of  tho  resolutions,  and  first  among 
the  debaters. 

The  proceedings  I should  think  are  not  very 
marked  in  favor  of  state  rights,  still  they  are  deco- 
rous, and  contain  such  an  expression  of  opinion  as 
freemen  had  a right  to  make. 

In  pursuance  of  these  resolutions  a committee 
was  appointed  to  forward  the  proceedings  to  the  pre- 
sident and  directors  in  Philadelphia  accompanied  by 
an  address. 

At  the  head  of  that  committee  we  again  find  my 
honorable  colleague,  and  let  us  see  what  language 
he  thought  fit  to  employ  there  against  those  op- 
posed to  this  bank. 

[Here  Mr.  White  read  the  address  and  pro- 
ceeded.] 

Tou-n  meeting  and  letter  of  committee  of  Nashville. 

“ Nashville,  January  31,  1818. 

“ Gentlemen:  Enclosed  we  transmit  you  a copy 
of  the  resolutions  this  day  adopted  by  the  citizens 
of  this  vicinity,  in  relation  to  the  establishment  of 
a branch  of  the  national  bank  at  this  place. 

“From  the  spirit  of  these  resolutions,  you  will 
perceive  the  correct  view  w hich  the  people  of  this 
country  have  taken  of  the  act  ot  the  late  legisla- 
ture of  this  state,  intended  virtually  to  prevent  the 
operation  of  this  bank  in  Tennessee;  and  permit 
us  to  assure  you,  that  this  is  the  general  sentiment 
of  the  citizens  of  this  state,  so  far  as  vve  have  been 
able  to  ascertain  the  same. 

“ In  making  the  statement  to  you,  we  are  influ- 
enced by  what  we  believe  a duty  we  owe  to  the 
character  of  Tennessee.  For  she  has  not  been  less 
uniform  in  her  political  principles,  and  inviolable 
attachment  to  the  general  government,  than  dis- 
tinguished for  her  alacrity  and  prowess,  in  defend- 
ing the  honor  of  the  union.  And  lest  persons  at  a 
distance  should  suppose  from  her  legislature  having 
inconsiderately  raised  the  arm  of  hostility  against 
a great  fiscal  establishment  of  the  general  govern- 
ment, that  her  character  was  not  to  be  confided  in, 
we  seize  with  pleasure  every  oportunity  to  show 
to  the  world  that  such  conclusion  is  erroneous. 

“ We  beg  leave  to  assure  you  that  no  point 
could  be  selected,  in  our  opinion,  where  a larger 
profit  could  be  divided  from  a branch,  with  the 
capital,  of  about  a million  of  dollars;  and  that  no 
section  of  the  union  so  much  requires  a circulating 
medium,  ill  which  society  has  confidence.  But  we 
forbear  entering  into  a detail  of  the  various  facts 
and  causes  which  lead  to  such  an  opinion,  because 
we  know  that  the  course  of  trade,  the  wealth,  and 
the  great  natural  resources  of  Tennessee,  are  well 
known  to  many  gentlemen  of  Philadelphia. 

“ We  cannot  close  this  address  without  making 
a tender  of  acknowledgments  for  ourselves,  and  in 
behalf  of  the  citizens  by  whom  we  were  selected  to 
address  you  upon  this  subject,  for  the  great  libe- 
rality you  have  manifested  in  considering  our  ap- 
plication heretofore,  after  the  legislature  had  passed 
this  extraordinary  act;  and  we  hope  the  object  will 
be  attained  so  soon  as  is  consistent  with  the  inte- 
rest of  the  institution. 

“ We  wish  you  to  receive  as  an  apology  for  the 
trouble  we  give  you,  the  lively  interest  felt  by  the 
citizens  of  this  quarter  of  the  country  upon  this 
subject. 

“ Accept,  gentlemen,  the  assurances  of  our  high 
respect,  ' Felix  Grundy, 

0.  B.  IIayes, 
Andrew  Hynes, 
John  P.  Erwin, 

G.  W.  Gibbs, 
Alfred  Balch, 

1.  Whiteside. 

“ To  the  president  and  directors 

of  the  United  Stales  bank.” 

Here  an  assurance  is  given  to  strangers  deeply 
interested  in  this  matter  that  the  statements  ex- 
pressed by  the  meeting  were  the  sentiments  enter- 
tained by  a majority  of  the  people  of  Tennessee. 


Now  I should  have  disliked  to  have  made  such 
a statement.  So  far  from  being  true,  public  senti- 
ment then  was,  and  continued  for  eight  years  most 
decidedly  (he  other  way,  and  never  could  be  chang- 
ed until  the  directors  of  the  Nashville  bank  let  it 
go  down  in  1826,  when  tile  legislature  was  in  ses- 
sion; and  under  the  influence  of  the  embarrass- 
ment that  must  follow,  the  legislature,  very  re- 
luctantly repealed  the  act  of  1S17. 

01  all  this  Mr.  President,  l should  not  have  felt 
that  there  was  much  cause  to  complain,  but  you 
must  have  noticed  in  the  address  as  I read  it,  ihe 
vindication  of  my  colleague  and  his  committee  of 
the  people  ofTennessee,  the  effort  to  keep  their  fame 
from  being  tarnished  by  the  foul  act  ol  the  legislature. 

As  she  had  been  faithful  to  the  union  in  war,  my 
honorable  colleague  undertakes  to  preserve  her 
character  from  suspicion  of  treason  in  timeof  peace. 

Now  what  offence  had  the  legislature  committed? 
They  had  imposed  a heavy  tax  if  a branch  was 
sent  there.  This  law  had  passed  unanimously  or 
nearly  so,  and  with  the  exception  of  one  man,  that 
assembly  was  composed  of  men  as  well  informed  as 
are  commonly  to  be  met  with,  and  although  they 
may  have  mistaken  their  powers,  or  the  interests  of 
their  constituents;  yet  I am  sure  their  motives  were 
good.  For  this  offence  they  were  stigmatized  to 
strangers  as  persons  unfriendly  to  the  union,  and 
as  persons  whose  conduct  was  calculated  to  des- 
troy the  character  of  their  state. 

Mr.  President,  who  would  have  thought  that  the 
author  ot  that  address  was  the  same  person,  who 
so  furiously  and  fearlessly,  the  other  day,  declared 
war  against  Mr.  Biddle ’and  his  bank?  Yes,  sir, 
“war  to  the  knife,  and  the  knife  to  the  hilt.” 

It  is  nevertheless  true  it  is  my  honorable  col- 
league, who  figures  in,  both  the  address  and  the 
speech. 

He  has  now  as  he  states  taken  the  field  for  the 
administration  against  the  bank;  and  although  he 
will  not  long  have  the  power  of  speaking  in  this 
chamber,  yet  he  will  be  busy  at  home,  in  arguing 
and  supplicating  the  people  against  this  bank. 
Now  I do  hope,  alter  all  this  parade,  that  my  hon- 
orable colleague  and  his  associates  at  home,  may 
not  turn  out  to  be  a corps  of  Swiss  troops,  arid  de- 
sert unless  they  get  prompt  pay  and  double  rations. 
I beseech  him  and  them  for  the  credit  of  our  com- 
mon state  to  act  the  part  of  disinterested  patriots 
for  once. 

Still  I am  not  without  my  doubts,  at  all  events 
as  to  some  of  them.  I see  in  a document  laid  on 
my  table,  a few  hours  since,  the  copy  of  a letter 
from  one  of  the  corps,  giving  notice  to  Ihe  admin- 
istration that  he  will  be  here  for  his  pay,  in  the 
spring,  by  the  coming  of  grass. 

I must  detain  the  senate  while  I read  one  more 
document  from  this  same  book.  It  is  a letter  dated 
14th  February,  1818,  and  found  in  the  same  volume 
of  documents  at  p.  231. 

“ Nashville,  February  14,  1818. 

“Dear sir:  From  a knowledge  that  some  ac- 
quaintance must  have  been  formed  between  you 
and  myself  at  Washington,  many  of  my  neighbors 
have  frequently  solicited  me  lo  forward  to  you  a 
list  of  the  names  of  fit  persons,  to  whom  to  confide 
the  management  of  a branch  bank  of  the  United 
Slates  at  this  place.  I have  heretofore  declined  it, 
nor  should  I at  any  time  have  said  any  thing  on 
the  subject,  had  it  not  been  for  the  puerile  attempt 
of  our  last  legislature,  to  prevent  an  establishment 
of  a branch  here  altogether.  The  motives  which 
gave  birth  to  that  measure  were  selfish,  tffe  policy 
contracted,  and  the  views  of  such  men  cannot  be 
liberal  and  impartial.  Any  number,  from  seven  (o 
thirteen,  might  be  selected  from  the  follow  ing,  and 
the  choice  could  not  be  a bad  one. 

Jenkin  Whitesides,  Andrew  Hynes,  Randall  Mc- 
Gavoche,  John  P.  Erwin,  Thomas  II.  Fletcher, 
James  Stewart,  Felix  Robertson,  Robert  Weakley, 
Elihu  S.  Hall,  Alfred  Balch,  William  Carroll, 
Thomas  Hill,  George  W.  Gibbs,  Robert  C.  Foster, 
Samuel  lilford. 

“ Those  printed  in  italics  are  merchants;  the  oth- 
ers, substantial  freeholers,  and  men  of  intelligence. 
A board  of  managers  selected  from  them  would,  in 
my  opinion,  conduct  the  affairs  of  the  institution 
with  ability  and  integrity.  Although  you  and  the 
directors  have  a discretion  as  to  number,  between 
seven  and  thirteen,  I would  submit  to  you  Ihe  pro- 
priety of  the  largest  number.  It  may  have  an 
effect  in  keeping  down  that  spirit  of  opposition 
which  has  hitherto  manifested  ilself. 

“ In  naming  the  persons  above  mentioned,  I have 
endeavored  to  combine  commercial  and  legal 
knowledge,  nor  have  I been  inattentive  to  fheir 
s'anding  in  society  here.  I will  name  another 
subject,  respecting  which  I have  not  been  requested 
to  write;  that  is,  who  should  be  cashier?  If  any 
person  here  is  appointed,  it  should  be  John  Somer- 
ville. Should  this  be  the  case,  some  person  of  ex- 
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penence  in  your  manner  of  doing  business,  should 
be  sent  on  to  put  him  in  the  way  of  conducting  the 
business,  upon  the  principles  you  act  on,  or  he 
should  visit  Philadelphia  in  person  to  acquire  that 
knowledge.  Mr.  Soun  rville  has  a knowledge  of 
men  and  lhing3  lu  re,  which  would  be  very  advan- 
tageous; and  knows  the  duties  of  a cashier  better 
than  any  person  in  this  quarter. 

*•  i have  no  fears  that  any  attempt  will  be  made 
to  en  orce  the  Tennessee  law.  Should  there  be, 
it  will  be  revisited  wilh  effect  here;  no  concern 
need  be  felt  on  that  subject.  Should  there  be  no 
impropriety  in  it,  I should  like  to  know  when  you 
will  put  the  institution  in  operation  here?  and  it 
would  seem  to  me,  that  some  persons  should  he 
authorized  belore  hand  to  provide  a house,  &c. 
You  willjexcuse  me  lor  the  freedom  of  my  sugges- 
tions. If  unnecessary,  they  are  harmless. 

“ Your  obedient  servant, 

Felix  Grundy.” 

“ Win.  Jones,  Esq.,  ■president  of  the 

United  Slates  Ban!:,  Philadelphia. 

“ P.  S.  Although  this  is  addressed  to  you  only, 
I have  no  objections  to  its  being  seen  by  any  of 
the  directors.  F.  G.” 

[Alter  having  read  the  letter,  except  the  name 
of  the  author  Mr.  White  pioceeded.] 

Mr.  President,  this  letter  was  a secret  one,  ad- 
dressed to  the  | resilient  in  Philadelphia,  intended 
for  himself  and  his  directors  only.  It  directly  i in 
pugns  the  motives,  and  speaks  contemptuously  of 
the  character  and  standing  of  the  w hole  general  as- 
sembly of  the  state. 

It  giv  '5  a list  of  names  for  directors  of  the 
branch,  and  concludes  with  a threat  of  revisiting 
ills  upon  the  heads  of  those,  who  may  dare  to  at- 
tempt enforcing  the  state  law. 

Ttiis  letter  was  written  in  1818,  it  remained  a 
secret  in  the  hands,  and  lor  the  guidance  of,  a di 
rectory  of  a powerful  monied  institution  from  the 
time  of  its  receipt,  till  1835,  without  any  one  of 
those  cduainiated  in  it,  having  any  suspicion  that 
a non g til  dr  acq  laintauces,  there  could  b»  found  a 
man,  capable  of  thus  stabbing  their  reputation  in  Ike 
dark.  It  was  brought  to  light  by  the  investiga- 
ting committee,  and  from  the  time  I have  first  s»en 
it,  until,  now,  I have  never  been  able  to  think  fa- 
vourably of  its  author,  or  to  have  any  confidence 
in  him,  and  now  Mr  President,  you  are  ready  to 
ask,  wlio  was  the  author? 

I tell  you  said  Mr.  White,  throwing  down  the 
book,  from  which  he  had  read  the  letter,  it  was 
nmu  other  than  my  honorable  colleague. 

The  man  who  could  thus  treat  me,  might  deceive 
me  once,  but  he  never  will  a second  time,  unless, 
perchance,  lie  should  hereafter  do  some  act,  which 
comports  with  the  character  of  an  honorable  man. 

TWENTY-FIFTH  CONGRESS. 

SECOND  SESSION SENATE. 

June  9.  Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  rose  and  said 
that  he  washed  to  present  two  petitions  in  behalf  of 
the  establishment  of  a new  bank  of  the  United 
States.  They  professed  to  be  petitions  from  per- 
sons of  all  political  parties  that  exist  in  the  coun- 
try; from  men  of  business — men  who  had  fWt,  in 
the  transaction  of  their  business,  the  great  incon- 
venience of  the  want  of  a uniform  currency,  parti 
cularlv  as  connected  with  the  trade  with  the  south, 
which  had  become  greatly  embarrassed,  and  espe- 
cially so  between  Connecticut  and  the  south.  As 
these  petitions  were  pretty  much  in  the  same  lan- 
guage with  others  w hich  Mr.  C.  had  presented,  and 
as  favorable  action  on  this  subject  by  congr  ss.  as 
congress  now  was,  wras  utterly  unattainable.  Mr. 
C.  thought  it  useless  to  say  or  do  more,  at  this  time, 
than  to  ask  that  the  petitions  be  received  and  laid 
on  the  table,  as  their  being  in  the  same  language 
with  others  rendered  ii  not  worth  while  to  take  the 
trouble  of  printing  them.  In  regard  to  the  political 
character  which  they  claimed,  there  were  marks 
upon  them  bv  whicli  senators  might  know  whether 
they  came  from  men  of  all  political  parties. 

The  petitions  were  accordingly  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Xi/o/i  presented  a petition  asking  such  a 
change  in  the  post  office  law  as  to  allow  newspa- 
pers to  circulate  postage  free  in  the  respective 
counties  where  they  are  published.  Referred. 

Messrs.  Morris  and  Pierce,  from  the  committee 
on  pensions,  reported  a large  number  of  private 
bills  from  the  other  house  referred  to  them,  the  re- 
jection of  a considerable  portion  of  which  was  re- 
commended. 

The  resolution  of  inquiry,  offered  by  Mr.  Mor- 
ris, in  relation  to  ceding  1o  the  state  of  Ohio  all  the 
public  lands  within  her  boundaries,  and  to  doing 
likewise  with  other  states  w hen  in  similar  circum- 
stances, was  taken  up,  explained,  and  advocated 
by  Mr.  M.,  and  agreed  to. 

The  bill  for  the  lelief  of  Richard  P.  Banks  was 
read  a third  time,  and  passed. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  the  joint  resolution  in 
relation  to  certain  books,  &c.  was  referred  to  the 
committee  on  t lie  judiciary. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  White,  (of  whicli  he  had  given 
previous  notice,  and  which  was  prevented  yester- 
day by  the  debate  on  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  finance  in  relation  to  banks  and  bank  notes,)  the 
senate  proceeded  to  spend  the  remainder  of  the  day 
in  executive  business,  with  a view  to  the  despatch 
of  all  such  business  having  a relerence  to  the  ap- 
propriation bills;  after  which  the  senate  adjourned. 

June  11.  Mr.  Tipton,  from  the  committee  on 
roads  and  canals,  reported  bills  referred  to  them  lor 
the  construction  of  certain  roads  in  Florida,  and  to 
confirm  a certain  act  of  the  legislative  council  of 
Florida,  without  amendment,  and  recommending 
til  ir  passage. 

The  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Lvon,  calling  on 
the  pr-sidelit  for  fur'her  information  in  regaid  to  the 
distni  bailees  on  the  noi  them  frontier,  came  up  in  its 
order. 

Mr.  Tallmadge  remarked  that,  till  more  time  had 
been  given  lor  the  executive  authorities  of  the  two 
countiies  to  settle  the  Irontiei  difficulties  between 
them,  any'  information  on  the  subject  would  not 
probably  be  acted  on  by  congress,  and  the  call  for 
it  would  tend  to  inflame  the  public  mind;  it  would 
do  no  good,  and  might  do  much  mischief.  He 
therefore  moved  that  the  resolution  be  laid  on  the 
table;  which  was  done  accordingly. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fulton. 

Resolved.  That  the  secietary  of  war  communi- 
cate to  the  senate  any  information  which  may  have 
been  recently  received  at  the  department,  indicat- 
ing a hostile  disposition  in  the  Indian  tribes  bor- 
di  ringon  thp  Arkansas  frontier. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Linn,  the  bill  to  encourage  the 
introduction  and  promote  the  cultiv  ation  ol  tropical 
plants  in  the  United  States  was  considered,  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

A great  number  of  private  bills  from  the  other 
house  ware  read  twice,  and  referred. 

On  motion  of  Mr  White,  the  committee  on  In- 
dian affairs  were  discharged  from  the  further  consi- 
deration of  the  pelitio"  of  Harriet  Livermore. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  While  the  si  nate  proceeded  to 
spend  the  remainder  of  the  day  in  executive  ses- 
sion; alter  which, 

The  senate  adjourned. 

June  12.  Mr.  Grundy  rose  and  said  that,  before 
the  senate  should  proceed  to  its  ordinary  business, 
he  wished  to  consume  a minute  or  two  of  its  time 
on  a subject  in  relation  to  which  this  was  the  first 
opportunity  of  speaking.  Most  of  the  speech  of  his 
colleague,  which  appeared  in  the  Intelligencer  ol 
yesterday,  he  heard  when  it  was  delivered  and,  so 
far,  had  immediately  replied  to  it.  But  the  con- 
cluding remarks  of  that  speech  he  did  not  hear, 
and,  though  informed  of  their  import,  he  thought 
best  to  wait  their  publication  before  replying  to 
them.  [See  page  247  for  the  speech  alluded  to.T 

Mr  G.  said  he  was  not  unmindful  of  what  was 
due  to himselfand  to  the  station  which  he  occupied, 
and  he  would  therefore  briefly  remark,  that  as  to  all 
the  personal  reference  which  hiscolb  ague  had  he  aw- 
ed upon  him,  he  would  throw  them  olf  with  disdain 
and  scorn — a feeling  which  he  was  soirv  to  say. 
was  odly  reciprocated,  tl  ough  wilh  less  ill  will  on 
his  part  towards  his  colleague.  Mr.  G.  further  ex- 
pressed his  satisfaction  that  his  colleague  w as  not 
the  judge  to  whom  his  standing,  prosperity,  awl 
welfare  were  committed;  if  it  had  been  so,  he  would 
har  e considered  them  as  lost. 

Mr.  White  expri-sswl  his  surprise  that  his  col- 
league should  require  six  weeks  or  two  months  to 
reply  to  his  concluding  remarks,  and  that  he  did 
not  hear  them,  w hen  he  was  both  present  at  the 
time,  and  near  Mr.  W.  Mr.  W.  also  adveited  to 
the  fart  that  his  colleague  had  made  no  attempt  to 
controvert  any  thing  which  Mr.  W.  had  said, 
w hich  he  insisted  he  could  not  do,  as  the  evidence 
was  altogether  too  decisive. 

Mr.  W.  also  made  some  further  remarks,  chiefly 
personal,  and  Mr.  Grundy  was  in  a course  of  reply, 
when  the  Vice  President  interfered,  evidently  in 
accordance  with  the  general  srnse  of  the  senate, 
and  the  tw  o gentlemen  acquiescing  the  conversation 
was  diopprd. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  rose  and  said,  that  he 
had  received  and  desired  to  present  to  the  senate 
another  pelition  from  certain  persons  in  Connecti- 
cut, praying  the  establishment  of  a bank  of  the 
United  States.  It  was  not  very  numerously  sign- 
ed. but  it  was  right  'hat  it  should  be  heard.  As  it 
was  pretty  much  in  the  language  as  a petition  be- 
lore presented.  Mr.  C.  would  not  ask  that  it  should 
be  n-ad  or  printed,  but  received,  and  laid  upon  the 
table. 

While  up,  Mr.  C.  would  say  something  in  rela- 
tion to  some  petitioners  for  a bank  on  a former  oc- 
casion. He  had  supposed  that  a sense  of  justice 


would  have  induced  the  senator  from  Connecticut, 
(Mr. Niles,) alter  the  names  ol  those  petition!  rs  w ere 
printed,  to  state,  in  correction  of  certain  allegations 
ol  his  own,  that  those  petitioners,  as  a ma-s,  were 
highly  respectable  persons  Mr.  C.  had  supposed 
that  he  would  be  prompt  to  make  the  amende  hon- 
orable lor  his  observations  on  that  occasion.  His 
not  having  done  it,  imposed  on  Mr.  C.  the  duty 
which  he  had  now  undeitakrn. 

The  remarks  of  the  senator  at  that  time  having 
bpen  published,  Mr  C.  had  received  a letter  from 
Hartford,  Connecticut,  w hicli  speaking  of  the  pe- 
tition, stated  that  r was  signed  by  the  governor, 
and  various  others  in  high  s anding  in  the  coinmui- 
ty,  by  six  present  and  past  presidents  of  banks,  by 
three  presidents  of  insurance  compands,  and  by 
other  as  respectable  individuals  as  could  any  where 
be  obtained  for  a pelition  sent  to  congress.  The 
names  of  some  of  the  strongest  whigs  were  not  on 
the  petit  ion,  rot  because  they  were  not  in  favor  of 
it,  but  because  they  were  nol  urged  to  sign  it. 

Mr.  C.  also  slattd  that  the  names  ol  tl  esc  peti- 
tioners had  been  grossly  misprint!  d by  the  piinter 
to  the  senaie.  a variety  ol  which  he  read,  one  of 
which,  that  is  a fair  sample  of  the  whole,  was 
“Harry  Gumming”  for  the  name  ol  Henry  Corning. 
This  misprinting  was  calculated  1o  mislead  in  ie- 
gard  to  the  true  character  of  the  petitioners.  Mr. 
C.  thought  it  due  to  the  petitioners  to  bear  this 
testimony  in  their  behalf,  and  he  did  not- believe 
that  a more  respectable  body  of  petitioneis  could 
present  themselves  to  this  or  any  other  body. 

Mr.  Niles,  at  some  length,  denied  that  he  had 
said  that  the  petitioners  were  not  respectable.  He 
had  said  that  one  of  their  statements  was  inform  ct; 
but  they  were  doubtless  respectable,  and  if  thty 
had  made  a wrong  statement,  or  pursued  wrong 
measures,  they  were  to  blame, and  not  Mr.  N..  who 
declared  that  he  had  nothing  to  retract.  They  had 
thought  proper  to  come  here  to  deceive  the  senate, 
and  to  deceive  the  country,  and  they  must  take  the 
consequences. 

Mr.  Clay  expressed  his  inability  to  understand 
the  senator,  in  holding  that  these  petitioners  were 
respectable,  and  at  the  same  time  charging  them 
with  the  propagaiipn  of  a deliberate  un'vuth.  But 
Mr.  C.  was  satisfied  that  the  senator  himself  was 
mistaken,  in  denying  that  that  petition  came  from 
persons  of  bolh  political  parties.  That  it  did  so, 
Mr.  C.  had  the  most  abundant  evidence.  On  the 
petition  which  Mr.  C.  presented  the  other  day.  the 
polilical  character  of  the  petitioners  was  marked, 
and  the  first  on  the  list  w as,  or  had  very  recently 
been,  a particular  friend  of  the  honorable  senator, 
and  fighting  for  the  support  of  his  party. 

Mr.  Niles  insisted  that  the  fact  of  their  having 
sigripd  these  petitions  was  ample  proof  that,  wl  at- 
ever  they  were  before,  they  had  now  changed  their 
politics.  He  also  made  some  further  allegations 
derogatory  to  one  or  more  of  these  alleged  Van  Bu- 
ren  petitioners. 

The  petilion  was  laid  on  the  fable. 

Mr.  Webster  presented  a petition  Irom  merchants 
in  the  city  of  New  Haven.  Connecticut,  (including 
all  the  importing  merchants  but  one.)  praying  the 
repeal  of  that  portion  of  the  rieposife  act  of  183f--, 
which  prohibits  the  receipt  by  the  government  of 
the  notes  of  a denomination  less  than  five  dollars. 

Also,  another  paper  of  the  same  character,  in  the 
form  of  resolutions,  from  the  board  of  commission- 
ers of  the  associated  hanks  and  its  vicinity,  and 
asking  the  same  relief.  On  presenting  these  peti- 
tions, Mr.  Webster  said:  the  present  state  ol  things 
is  truly  singular.  An  effort  for  a general  resump- 
on  of  specie  payments  by  the  hanks  is  making,  and 
of  about  to  be  made,  all  over  the  country. 

Some  of  the  banks  have  resumed.  But.  now, 
sir,  what  is  the  attitude  in  which  the  government 
stands? 

By  the  new  specie  circular  it  is  proclaimed  that 
specie  or  treasury  notes  will  be  required,  unless 
debtors  to  government  can  procure  notes  of  a specie- 
pay  ing  bank  of  the  denomination  of  twenty  dollars 
or  upwards;  which  bank  shall  not  I ave  issued,  or 
paid  out.  any  note  under  five  dollars,  since  July, 
1836.  No  postmaster  may’  receive  any  note  less 
than  twenty  dollars. 

This  refusing  fo  receive  notes  under  twenty  dol- 
lars is  doubtless  founded  on  the  provision  in  the  act 
of  April,  1836,  that  no  disbursing  officer  shall  offer 
in  payment  any  note  less  than  twenty  dollars 

I cannot  say  I think  this  part  of  the  circular  ab- 
solutely necessary,  so  long  as  the  deposite  system 
exists;  but  at  the  same  time,  the  provision  of  the 
act  of  April  countenances  this  regulation  in  some 
degree,  if  not  entirely. 

But  taking  this  state  of  law  and  this  circular  to- 
gether ran  it  be  said  that  government  is  encourag- 
ing resumption  of  specie  payments,  or  facilitating 
the  restoration  of  things  to  a state  of  prosperity? 
Is  there,  in  the  spirit  of  these  regulations,  any  thing 
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to  remind  us  of  the  course  of  government,  under 
similar  circumstances,  in  the  days  of  Mr.  Dallas  and 
Mr.  Crawford? 

In  New  England,  as  I believe,  all  the  banks,  with 
one  or  two  exceptions,  have  issued  or  paid  small 
bills  since  July,  1836.  If  there  be  more  than  one 
or  two  exceptions,  I have  not  heard  of  them. 

In  New  York,  the  legislature  felt  itself  impera- 
tively called  upon  to  alter  the  law  of  the  slate,  and 
authorize,  at  least  for  a time,  the  issue  of  small 
bills.  The  popular  branch  of  the  legislature  was 
nearly  unanimous  for  an  unqualified  repeal.  The 
senate  preferred  a suspension,  and  a suspension  was 
the  final  result. 

It  is  admitted.  I believe,  on  all  hands,  that  this 
measure  was  called  lor  by  the  people.  It  was  not 
the  result  ol  any  bank  management,  or  of  the  ope- 
ration of  any  private  interests  whatever.  It  was 
the  result  of  a clear,  loud,  and  irresistible  demand 
of  the  public  will.  It  canno!  be  charged  to  party, 
to  management,  or  any  thing  but  a universal  con- 
viction that  the  measure  would  be  uselul,  and  was 
necessarv.  Its  b 01  jficial  effects  are  not  doubted,  I 
believe,  bv  anv  body,  in  aiding  the  banks  in  the 
great  work  of  resumption.  Now,  I suppose  that 
all  the  banks  in  New  York,  with,  perhaps,  two  or 
three  exceptions  in  the  city,  have  availed  them- 
selves of  this  suspension  law,  and  have  issued  small 
bills.  Their  i.otes,  therefore,  cannot  be  received  at 
the  custom  house,  or  the  post  office,  or  elsewhere, 
where  debts  to  government  are  to  be  paid.  I sup- 
pose the  same  state  of  things  exists  in  New  Jersey, 
and  many  other  states,  both  Atlantic  and  western. 

I have  said  on  a former  occasion,  and  I still  think, 
that  the  measures  pursued  uy  government  have 
overthrown,  at  least  for  the  present,  its  own  policy 
of  discontinuing  the  use  of  small  bills.  A state  of 
things  has  arisen  in  which  the  people  of  states 
which  had  begun  to  act  on  that  policy  have  com- 
pelled their  legislatures  to  give  up  the  attempt  for 
the  present.  In  some  instances  the  laws  against 
small  notes  have  b“en  repealed;  in  others,  modified 
or  suspended.  All  this,  I repeat,  has  been  the 
work  of  the  people  themselves,  acting  directly  on 
their  own  legislatures.  Under  existing  circum- 
stances, they  find  Small  bills  useful,  if  not  indispen- 
sable. And  as  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  the  sol- 
vency of  the  banks  which  issue  such  notes  more 
than  that  of  others,  the  question  may  be  asked,  as 
it  is  asked,  with  significancy  and  effect  by  the  com- 
mittee of  the  associated  banks  in  Boston,  “why  not 
put  the  notes  of  all  specie  paying  backs  on  the 
same  ground? 

I think,  sir,  it  is  the  duty  of  government,  at  the 
present  in  portant  moment,  to  extend  a large  and 
lib  ral  confidence  to  the  banks,  and  to  encourage 
their  elforts,  and  assist  their  struggles  lor  resump- 
tion by  all  proper  means.  To  this  end,  l think  tile 
prohihil ion  contained  in  the  fifth  section  of  the  de- 
posite  law  ought  to  be  repealed,  or  suspended  for  a 
considerable  time,  and  until  circumstances  shall 
favor  a renewed  attempt  to  sustain  the  policy  here- 
tofore pursued.  I am  not  of  opinion  that  it  is  not 
enough  merely  to  abolish  the  incapacity,  arising 
from  what  has  been  done,  contrary  to  the  provision 
of  the  statue.  I think  it  necessary  to  provide  that 
bink  notes  of  specie-paying  banks  may  hereafter 
be  received,  at  least  lor  some  time,  although  the 
brnks  issuing  them  continue  to  issue  small  bills. 
Nothing  short  of  this  can  give  effectual  relief.  The 
banks  cannot  now,  without  great  public  inconve- 
nience, again  recall  their  small  notes.  The  people 
will  not  consent  that  they  should . This  is  a point, 
I believe, on  which  there  is  little  difference  of  opinion 
in  those  states  in  which  small  notes  are  issued. 

On  the  whole,  my  opinion  is.  that  the  best  thing 
to  be  done,  under  all  circumstances,  is  to  repeal  the 
prohibition,  and  to  wait  for  a mote  favorable  op- 
portunity to  establish  the  policy  which  it  was  in- 
tended to  sustain.  I hope  we  may  see  our  way  on 
this  subject  somewhat  clearer  some  time  hence 
than  we  now  sue  it.  If  a repeal,  however,  bp  ob- 
jected to,  a suspension  is  indispensably  necessary; 
and  this  suspension  should  be  for  such  a length  of 
time  as  will  enable  the  banks  and  the  public  to  ad- 
just their  concerns  to  the  state  of  things  which  will 
then  b?  before  them.  But  if  a suspension  only  be 
agreed  to,  and  a day  fixed  when  it  shall  expire,  and 
especially  if  that  day  he  a near  one,  the  hanks  will 
be  compelled  immediately  to  begin  tn  call  in  their 
bills,  an«i  the  relief  afforded,  if  it  be  any  relief  at 
all,  will  be  crippled  and  ineffectual.  Another  pres- 
sure w ill  commence,  and  a renewal  of  past  troubles 
ensue.  My  opinion  is,  therefore,  that,  taking  all 
circumstances  into  considera’ion,  it  is  best  to  re- 
peal the  prohibition,  and  retain,  of  course,  the 

ower  of  renewing  it  when  a state  of  things  shall 

ereafter  arisp  to  justify  such  renew  al. 

For  the  same  reasons,  I think  the  second  section 
of  the  act  of  April  should  also  be  repealed. 


Alter  soinp  further  remarks  by  Messrs.  Hubbard. 
Webster,  Buchunun,  Preston,  Smith,  of  Indiana, 
Strunge,  and  Benton,  to  be  given  hereafter,)  the  pe- 
titions were  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  Webster  then,  in  pursuance  of  previous  no- 
tices asked  leave  to  introduce  the  following: 

A bill  making  Inrther  provisions  for  the  collection 
of  the  public  revenues. 

Be  it  enacted,  §c.  That  the  opera' ion  of  so  much 
of  the  act  of  June  23d,  1836,  enti'led  “An  act  to 
regulate  the  deposites  of  the  public  money,”  as 
prohibits  the  receipt  of  the  notes  or  bills  of  specie- 
paying  banks,  which  have  issued  since  the  4th  of 
March.  1836.  notes  or  bills  of  a less  denomination 
than  five  dollars,  bp,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  sus- 
pended until  further  order  of  congress. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  b° 
lawful  for  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  select 
and  employ  as  depositories  o(  the  public  money,  ac- 
cording to  the  provisions  of  said  act.  any  banking 
institutions  which  may  be  established  under  the 
provisions  of  a law  of  the  slate  in  which  it  exists. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  bp 
lawful  for  Ihe  secretary  of  the  treasury  hereafter  to 
select  and  employ  as  depositories  ol  the  public 
money,  according  to  the  provisions  of  said  act,  any 
hank  which  shall  redeem  its  notes  and  bills  on  de- 
mand and  specie,  notwithstanding  it  may  have 
stopped  specie  payments  since  the  date  of  the  said 
act. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  opera- 
tion of  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  April  14, 
1S36,  entitled  “An  act  making  appropriations  lor 
the  pay  ..vent  of  revolutionary  and  otner  pensioners 
of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1836,”  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby,  suspended  until  further  order  of 
congress. 

Leave  was  granted,  the  bill  was  introduced  and 
read  the  first  time,  and,  on  the  sugges'ion  of  Mr. 
Wright  that  it  would  be  of  no  use  to  refer  it,  a re- 
port just  having  been  made  cn  the  whole  subject 
from  the  committee  on  finance,  the  bill  was  laid  on 
the  table,  with  the  understanding  that  it  would  re- 
ceive its  second  reading  and  come  under  the  con- 
sideration of  the  senate  to-morrow. 

Messrs.  Grundy,  Norvell,  Wall  ami  Hubbard,  re- 
ported various  bills  from  committees  referred  to 
them. 

Several  committees  were  discharged  from  the 
consideration  of  subjects  w hich  had  been  referred 
to  them,  and  a number  of  hills,  which  will  be  no- 
ticed in  their  further  progress,  were  introduced  on 
leave,  read  twice  and  referred.  Several  bills  from 
the  house  were  also  read  twice  and  referred, 

Mr.  Merrick  asked  leave  to  withdraw  the  papers 
of  the  executor  of  James  Cook,  of  Maryland,  as 
they  were  required  as  evidence  in  a court  of  chan- 
cery. 

This  being  counter  to  a resolution  of  the  senate, 
offered  by  Mr.  Hubbard,  and  recently  adopted,  a 
conversation  of  some  length  ensued  on  the  question 
of  ord"r,  chiefly  by  the  Vice  President..  Mr.  Merrick, 
Mr.  Hubbard,  amt  Mr.  Webster,  which  resulted  in 
leave  being  granted  to  withdraw  the  papers;  where- 
upon, 

Mr.  hubbard  offered  a resolution,  w hich  lies  over 
one  day,  making  the  resolution  formerly  offered  by 
him,  and  prohib  ting  the  w ithdrawal  of  original  pa- 
pers on  private  claims,  one  of  the  standing  rules  of 
the  senate. 

The  Vice  President  presented  a communication 
from  Ihe  secretary  of  war,  with  a report  from  the 
colonel  of  ordnance,  containing  information  in  pur- 
suance of  the  act  of  1794  in  reference  to  armories. 

Also,  from  the  secretary  of  state,  respecting  fo- 
reign vessels  that  have  arrived  in  the  various  col- 
lection districts  of  the  United  States.  Severally 
laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  bill  to  encourage  the  introduction  and  culti- 
vation of  tropical  plants  in  the  United  States  was 
taken  up.  advocated  bv  Messrs.  Linn  and  Sevier. 
opposed  by  Messrs.  Morris,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Niles. 
and  King,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  by  the  fol 
lowing  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Buchanan. 
Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clavton,  Fulton.-Grundy.  Linn. 
Lumpkin,  McKean,  Merrick,  Monton,  Norvell. 
Preston,  Robinson.  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Con 
necticut.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Tallmadge, 
Trotter.  Wall,  Webster,  Young — 25. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Clay,  of  Alabama.  Hub 
bard.  King.  Morris,  Niles,  Pierce,  Strange,  Tipton 
White,  Williams — 11 

The  senate,  after  an  executive  session,  adjourned 

June  13.  In  addition  to  other  business,  whict 
will  be  noticed  hereafter,  Mr.  Webster  gave  noticr 
that  he  should  to-morrow  morning  call  up  Mr.  Wit 
liarns’  motion  for  leave  tn  bring  in  a bill  for  a join' 
British  and  American  commission  of  exploration 
and  survey,  to  determine  on  the  north  eastern  boun- 


dary of  the  United  States,  in  accordance  wilh  the 
treaty  of  1783,  w hich  motion  had,  on  Mr.  W.’s  de- 
sire, been  laid  on  the  table.  Mr.  W.gave  Ibis  no- 
tice merely  that  senators  might  have  before  tlir-m 
the  two  maps  of  the  country  in  question,  reci  ntly 
printed  by  order  of  the  s nat?,  without  which  the 
details  of  the  subject  could  not  be  well  nnrh  rstood. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  to  set 
apart  a b It  of  land  on  the  western  borders  of  Mis- 
souri and  Arkans  s,  as  bounty  lands  to  be  granled 
to  settlers  engaged  for  a term  of  years  in  the  de- 
fence of  the  irontier 

Tire  amount  of  land  (estimated  by  Mr.  Dnvis  at 
more  than  3,000,000  acres,)  embraced  by  this  bill, 
was  to  be  granted  to  settlers  who  for  the  term  of 
five  years  should  be  organized  into  companies,  and 
held  themselves  in  readiness  to  enter  at  any  time 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States  for  thedeltnce 
of  the  frontier. 

Tire  hill  was  explained  and  advocated  at  consid- 
erable length  and  with  much  earnest  ness  by  Messrs. 
Fulton,  Linn.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  and  Sevier,  ar.rl  op- 
posed by  Messrs.  Strange,  Davis,  Morris,  Niles, 
and  Lumpkin. 

The  bill  was  rejected,  on  the  question  of  its  en- 
grossment, by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Benton,  Clay, of  Alabama,  Ful- 
ton, Linn,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Pierce,  Robinson,  Se- 
vier Smith,  of  Indiana—  10. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn. Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Davis,  Grundy, 
Hubbard,  King.  Knight,  Lumpkin,  McKean,  Mor- 
ris, Niles,  Norvell,  Prentiss,  Roane,  Smith,  of  Con- 
necticut, Southard,  Strange,  Tallmadge,  Trotter, 
Wall,  White,  Williams,  Wright,  Young— 28. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  Jane  8.  In  moving  his  r<  solution  for  an 
inquiry  by  the  judiciary  committee  into  tire  causes 
of  the  failure  of  the  last  term  of  the  circuit  court 
for  the  Louisiana  District — 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  explained  Ihe  serious 
causes  of  Ihe  complaint  which  had  exist'd  in  Lou- 
isiana for  j ears  with  regard  to  the  opt  rations 'ol  the 
judicial  system  of  the  United  States  in  ihat  state. 
He  stated  that  no  busiin  ss  had  yet  been  disposal  of 
irt  the  circuit  court  for  that  state;  that  tire  last  term 
of  the  court  had  not  been  held  in  const  quence  of 
arr  arbitrary  attempt  of  the  district  judge  to  remove 
the  clerk  of  the  disti ict  and  circuit  courts  will  out 
cause.  He  had  been  informed.  Iron)  lire  most  re- 
spectable sources,  that  the  clerk  produced  a letter 
Iroiri  the  district  judges,  stating  that  he  bad  per- 
formed the  duties  of  his  oilier  faithfully,  methodi- 
cally, promptly,  and  uprightly,  and  to  the  euiire 
satislaction  of  the  bench,  the  bar,  and  the  public, 
and  that  the  only  reason  he  had  lor  removing  him 
was,  a desire  to  appoint  an  intimate  Irir  nd  in  I is 
place.  On  opening  the  circuit  ci  urt,  judge  Mc- 
Kinley, of  the  supreme  court,  after  the  argument 
of  counsel,  gave  an  opinion  that  the  district  judge 
did  not  possess  the  powei  to  remove  the  clerk  with- 
out cause.  Judge  Lawrence  still  maintaining  his 
right  so  to  act,  the  question,  it  is  understood,  will 
be  brought  before  the  supreme  court  of  the  United 
States  for  final  decision.  In  the  mean  time,  neither 
the  district  nor  circuit  court  of  said  state  can  be 
held  for  the  want  of  a clerk.  Consequently,  Ihe 
important  business  pending  in  the  said  courts  will 
be  suspended  for  a further  period  of,  perhaps, 
twelve  or  eighteen  months,  and  < ven  lor  a much 
longer  lime,  if  the  case  should  not  be  decided  at 
the  next  term  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United 
States.  Thus  the  mass  of  business  in  both  courts 
is  to  be  postponed,  and  the  interests  ol  the  prople 
sacrificed,  because  the  district  judge  wishes  to  re- 
move a clerk  who  is  eminently  qualified  lbr  ihe  si- 
tuation, and  against  whom  he  had  no  cause  of  com- 
plaint, with  the  view  of  bestowing  the  office  on  an 
intimute  friend. 

Mr  J.  concluded  by  remarking  that,  if  Ihe  facts 
fo  which  he  bad  referred  are  true,  of  which  he  I ad 
no  doubt,  he,  as  one  of  the  representativ  es  fioin  the 
state  of  Louisiana,  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  tl  at, 
in  his  opinion,  the  district  judge  should  be  impeach- 
ed and  dismissed  from  office. 

[The  resolution  for  inquiry  was  agreed  to.] 

The  follow  ing  were  the  yeas  and  nays  on  Ihe  mo- 
tion to  lay  on  the  tablp  the  hill  providing  tor  the  re- 
moval of  the  treasury  building: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Andrews,  Atherlon,  Banks, 
Beirne,  B'cknell,  Boon,  Cambreletig,  IV.  B.  Camp- 
hell,  John  Campbell,  Carter,  Casey,  Chaney, 
Cleveland,  Clowney,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig.  Crock- 
ett, Cushman,  Davies,  Deberry,  Duncan,  Elmore, 
Farrington,  Fairfield,  I.  Fletcher.  Fry.  Gallin'.  J. 
Garland.  W.  Graham.  Graves,  Griffin,  Haley,  Hoi- 
sted, Hammond,  Harri=on.  Hawkins,  Haynes,  He- 
rod,  Holsey,  Hublev,  Ingham.  T.  B.  Jackson,  J. 
W.  Jones,  Keitn,  Kilgore,  Klingensmith,  Legare, 
Leadbetter,  Logan,  McKay,  Abraham  McClellan, 
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Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  S.  W.  Morris,  Mur- 
ray, Noble,  Owens,  Paynter,  Pennvbacker,  Petrikin, 
Pnelps,  Plainer,  J.  H.  Prentiss,  Rariden,  Renclier, 
Shelter,  Aug.  H.  Shepperd,  Sheplor,  Snyder,  South- 
gate,  S[iericer,  Stone,  Stratton,  Taylor,  Thomas, 
Titus,  Towns,  Turney,  Underwood,  Vanderveer, 
Wagener,  Weeks,  Sherrod  Williams,  Jared  W.  Wil- 
liams, C.  H.  Williams,  Yell— S9. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  IP.  Allen, 
J.  W.  Allen,  Anderson,  Beatty,  Biddle,  Bond,  Bor- 
den, Briggs,  Bronson,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Cham- 
bers, Cheatham,  Crary,  Cushing,  Darlington,  Davee, 
Dennis,  Dromgoole,  Dunn,  Edwards,  Evans,  Eve- 
rett, R.  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Goode,  Grantland, 
Grennell,  Hall,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hastings,  Henry, 
Hoffman,  Howard,  J.  Jackson,  J.  Johnson,  N. 
Jones,  Kemble,  Lincoln,  Loomis,  Marvin,  S.  Mason, 
Maxwell,  Robert  McClellan,  McKennan,  Menefee, 
Mercer,  Milligan,  M.  Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes,  Par- 
ker, Purmenter,  Parris,  Patterson,  Phillips,  Pope, 
Potts,  Pratt,  Randolph,  Reed,  Ridgway,  Robertson, 
R'lbinson,  Russell,  C.  Shepard,  Sibley,  Slade, 
Stuart,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Webster,  A.  S.  White, 
J.  White,  E.  Whittlesey,  T.  T.  Whittlesey,  Lewis 
Williams,  J.  L.  Williams,  Word,  Yorke— 82. 

Saturday,  June  9.  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Tennessee, 
gave  notice  of  a motion  to  reconsider  the  decision 
of  the  house  laying  on  the  table  the  bill  for  remov- 
ing the  walls  of  the  new  treasury  building. 

Mr.  Pope  made  an  effort  to  have  the  bill  to  ex- 
tend the  pension  bill  of  1S32,  for  surviving  revolu- 
tionary officers  and  soldiers,  made  the  special  order 
for  Friday  next  from  11  to  2 o’clock,  but  the  mo- 
tion failed. 

A similar  effort  was  made  by  Mr.  Bond,  in  re- 
spect to  the  “bill  to  enlarge  the  provisions  of  the 
act  entitled  ‘An  act  granting  half-pay  to  widows  or 
orphans  where  their  husbands  and  fathers  have  died 
of  the  wounds  received  in  the  military  service  of 
the  United  States,  in  certain  cases,  and  for  other 
purposes,’”  but  with  no  better  success. 

A number  of  reports  were  made  by  committees, 
among  them  was  the  senate  bill  from  the  committee 
on  the  judiciary,  without  amendment,  to  amend 
“An  act,  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the  pun- 
ishment of  certain  crimes  against  the  U.  States, 
and  for  other  purposes.” 

Mr.  Cambreleag  now  pressed  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  motion  to  reconsider  the  decision  on  the 
treasury  building  bill,  but  it  was  agreed  first  to 
take  up  and  dispose  of  the  bills  on  the  speaker’s 
table.  They  were  taken  up  accordingly.  They 
were  private  bills,  several  of  which  were  postponed, 
and  others  passed — but  before  they,  were  all  dis- 
posed of,  the  house  adjourned. 

Monday,  June  11.  The  Chair  called  the  states  in 
order  for  resolutions,  when  the  following,  among 
others,  were  presented,  agreed  to,  and  otherwise  dis- 
posed of. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harper, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  public  lands  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reduc- 
ing the  number  of  offices  forthe  sale  of  public  lands 
in  the  state  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  Harlan  offered  the  following,  which  lies 
over: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  inform  this  house  whether  any  por- 
tion of  the  duties  which  by  law  devolve  on  the  se- 
cretary of  the  navy  has  been  transferred  to  and  per- 
formed by  the  secretary  of  war,  and  the  reasons  of 
the  non-performance,  (if  such  be  the  fact,)  by  the 
secretary  of  the  navy,  of  any  of  the  duties  apper- 
taining to  his  said  office. 

On  moiion  of  Mr.  Williams, 

Resolved,  That  the  committeee  on  the  judiciary 
be  instructedto  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
viding bylaw  for  refunding  to  applicants  the  fees 
they  may  have  paid  for  a reissue  or  modification  of 
their  patents,  when  they  shall  have  failed  to  obtain 
the  same. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mercer, 

Resolved,  That  the  commissioner  of  the  general 
land  office  be  directed  to  report  to  this  house  what 
quantity  of  the  land  scrip  would  be  required,  in 
his  judgment,  for  satisfying  the  outstanding  mili- 
tary bounty  land  warrants  granted  by  the  common- 
wealth of  Virgini-i. 

On  moiion  ol  Mr.  Howard, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be 
directed  to  report  to  this  house  a statement  of  the 
amount  of  money  received  and  expended  by  the 
United  States  in  each  state  in  the  years  1833,  1834, 
1335,  1835,  and  1837,  designating  the  several  prin- 
cipal heads  of  expenditures  and  receipt,  and  the 
amounts  of  the  same  respectively. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Carter, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  the  District  of 
Columbia  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  requiring  the  corporation  of  Washington 
to  remove  from  the  principal  street  leadttqyffue  east 


from  the  front  of  the  capitol  the  market-house  now 
standing  therein. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bronson, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be 
instructed  to  inquire  and  report  whether  any  other 
or  further  legislative  enactment  by  congress  is  ne- 
cessary forthe  prevention  and  punishment  of  the 
crime  of  piracy,  or  acts  in  the  nature  of  piracy, 
committed  on  the  inland  lakes  or  waters;  and  whe- 
ther any  other  penal  enactments  are  necessary  lor 
the  safety  and  protection  of  vessels  navigating  the 
northern  lakes,  and  rivers  connected  therewith. 

On  moiion  of  Mr.  Fillmore, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  military  affairs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  au- 
thorizing immediate  survey's  and  estimates  lor  suit- 
able fortifications  for  the  protection  and  defence  of 
the  northern  frontier. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lincoln, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretaries  ofstate,  war,  navy, 
and  the  treasury,  respectively,  be  directed  to  report 
to  this  bouse  w hat  architectural  plans  and  draw- 
ings, if  any,  have  been  prepared  under  the  order, 
and  for  the  use,  of  these  departments,  respect- 
ively, since  the  4th  day  of  July,  1836,  who  have 
been  employed  in  preparing  the  same,  and  what 
compensation  has  been  made  therefor. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cushing, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  manufactures. 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
viding bylaw  for  adding  to  the  annual  statistical 
statement  for  the  treasury  department  a list  of  the 
books  imported  and  produced  in  the  United  States 
each  year.  / 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ewing, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  private  land 
claims  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  providing  by  law  for  refunding  to  the  purchasers 
of  public  lands  the  amount  of  purchase  money  paid 
into  the  land  offices  for  the  number  of  acres  the  com- 
missioner of  the  general  land  office  shall  be  satis- 
fied, upon  proper  proof,  the  tract  or  tracts  sold  by 
the  United  Slates  are  deficient  of  the  number  so 
bought  and  paid  for. 

Mr.  Wise  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  lies  over  one  day: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  this  house  ail  cor- 
respondence and  information  in  possession  of  the 
executive  department  in  relation  to  the  visit  of 
Lewis  Cass,  our  minister  at  the  court  of  France,  lo 
the  Mediterranean,  its  objects  and  results,  and  its 
expenses  to  the  nation;  whether  he  voyaged  in  a 
national  vessel,  at  the  public  expense,  and  whether 
other  persons,  and,  if  so,  what  persons,  accompa- 
nied him  althe  public  expense;  now  long,  said  ves- 
sel was  detained  or  employed  in  said  visit,  and  at 
what  expense;  who  represented  the  United  Slates 
at  the  court  of  France  during  the  absence  of  said 
Lewis  Cass;  and  whether  he  has  been  paid  the  full 
outfit  and  salary  of  the  envoy  extraordinary  and 
minister  plenipotentiary  at  said  court. 

Mr.  Everett  submitted  the  following,  which  lies 
one  day. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  transmitted  to  this  house, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  next  session  of  con- 
gress, a statement  of  the  military  force  employed 
in  the  Seminole  war,  from  its  commencement,  show- 
ing the  number  of  artillery,  dragoons,  infantry', 
and  marines,  in  the  regular  army  or  service  of  thp 
United  States;  the  number  of  volunteers  and  mili- 
tia employed  in  said  war,  designating  the  state  or 
territory  to  which  they  belong,  and  the  number  of 
Indians  employed  in  said  war,  designating  the 
tribes  to  which  they  belong,  with  the  term  of  ser- 
vice of  the  several  corps  or  detachments  employed 
in  said  war,  with  the  sum  paid  to  the  several  corps 
or  detachments  for  their  pay  and  rations,  and  a 
statement  of  the  number  of  horses  lost  in  said  war, 

I with  the  amount  allowed  therefor;  also,  a statement 
of  the  number  of  officers  and  men  who  have  been 
killed  or  have  died  of  sickness  (luring  said  war;  and 
copies  of  all  acoounts  (oilier  than  those  rendered 
in  the  foregoing  requisitions)  allowed  at  the  trea- 
sury department  on  account  of  expenditures  in  the 
Seminole  war. 

The  following  resolutions  were  moved  by  Mr. 
Prentiss,  of  Mississippi,  and  ordered  to  be  printed: 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  power  of  designating  the 
time,  place,  and  manner,  of  elections  for  represen- 
tatives is  expressly  given  by  the  federal  constitu- 
tion to  the  legislatures  of  the  states,  respectively, 
subject  to  no  supervision  or  control,  except  by  law 
of  congress  only;  and  that,  in  the  exercise  of  this 
power,  the  state  legislatures  may  constitutionally 
fix  the  lime  of  election  subsequent  lo  the  expiration 
of  the  congress  preceding  that  for  which  such  elec- 
tion is  to  be  hoiden. 

2.  Resolved,  That  neither  the  federal  nor  state 
executive  can  constitutionally  anticipate,  super- 


sede, or  change,  the  times  of  election  as  fixed  by 
the  state  legislatures. 

3.  Resolved,  That  this  house  has  not  the  consti- 
tutional.power,  either  legislative  or  judicial  by  its 
own  action  alone,  to  annul,  suspend  or  impede,  the 
operation  of  an  act  of  a state  legislature  fix'ng  the 
time,  place,  and  manner  of  election  for  representa- 
tives. 

4.  Resolved,  That  no  resolution  or  action  of  this 
house  can  deprive  the  people  of  any  state  of  their 
constitutional  right  of  electing  representatives  to 
congress  at  the  time  designated  for  that  purpose  by 
the  legislature  of  such  state;  that  the  claim  of  such 
power,  on  the  part  of  this  house,  would  be  a dan- 
gerous encroachment  upon  the  rights  of  the  states, 
and  its  exercise  a direct  and  palpable  violation  of 
the  constitution. 

5.  Resolved,  That  the  constitutional  jurisdiction 
of  this  house  over  the  subject  of  representation  is  a 
limited  one,  embracing  the  questions  of  election, 
qualification,  and  return,  only;  and  that,  in  judging 
of  election,  this  house  is  bound  to  judge  in  accord- 
ance with  the  act  of  the  state  legislature  regulating 
the  time,  place,  and  manner  thereof. 

6.  Resolved,  That,  in  accordance  with  the  con- 
stitutional act  of  the  legislature  of  the  state  of  Mis- 
sissippi, prescribing  the  time,  place,  and  manner  of 
election  for  representatives  to  congress,  and  in 
compliance  with  all  the  provisions  of  said  act,  an 
election  was  hoiden  in  November  last  lor  two  re- 
presentatives from  said  state  to  the  25th  Congress, 
at  which  election  S.  S.  Prentiss  and  Thomas  J. 
Word  were  duly  elected,  possessed  the  constitu- 
tional qualifications,  and  were  duly  and  legally  re- 
turned. 

7.  Resolved,  That  the  resolution  of  this  house 
adoptid  on  the  5th  day  of  February  last,  denying 
to  said  Prentiss  and  Word  seats  in  this  house  as 
members  thereof,  was  a dangerous  attack  upon  the 
elective  franchise,  in  derogation  of  the  rights  of  the 
state  of  Mississippi,  in  violation  of  the  constitution 
ot  the  United  States,  and  a mischievous  exam- 
ple to  future  times. 

8.  Resolved,  therefore,  That  said  resolution  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby,  rescinded. 

The  following  joint  resolution  was  moved  by  Mr. 
Kennedy,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  of  .America  in  congress 
assembled,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  required  to  cause 
the  public  moneys  to  be  deposited  in  such  bank  or 
banks,  after  the  fifteenth  day  of  July  next,  as  shall 
consent  and  agree  to  receive  the  same  on  the  fol- 
lowing terms  and  conditions,  to  wit: 

First.  That  said  bank  or  banks  shall  agree  to  pay 
over  the  said  public  moneys  on  warrant,  from  time 
to  time,  when  and  wheresoever  the  public  conve- 
nience shall  require  the  same  to  be  paid,  in  the  le- 
gal currency  of  the  United  States,  if  demanded, 
free  of  all  charge  or  expense  to  the  treasury. 

Second.  That  such  bank  or  banks  shall  guaranty 
all  bills  exchange  supplied  by  it  or  them  to  the  go- 
vernment in  the  transfer  or  payment  of  any  such 
moneys. 

Third.  That  said  bank  or  banks  shall  perform  the 
same  duties  in  relation  to  loans  and  pensions  as 
have  been  heretofore  performed  by  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  or  the  deposite  banks,  free  of  all 
charge  to  the  government.  And, 

Finally.  That  said  bank  or  banks  shall  deposite 
with  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  as  security  for 
the  punctual  payment  of  the  said  public  moneys, 
and  for  the  faithful  performance  of  the  duties  here- 
inbefore referred  to,  stocks  of  the  United  States, 
treasury'  notes,  or  stocks  of  the  several  states,  such 
as  the  said  secretary  shall  approve,  to  the  amount 
of  five  millions  of  dollars,  estimating  the  same  by 
the  par  value  thereof. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary'  of  the  treasury  be 
empowered  to  adopt  all  such  measures  as  he  may 
deem  necessary  to  carry  the  above  resolution  into 
effect,  in  such  manner  as  shall  most  securely'  pro- 
vide for  the  deposite  and  payment  of  the  public 
moneys  in  accordance  therewith. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  and  proper  that 
so  much  of  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  entitled  “An 
act  to  fegulate  the  deposites  of  the  public  money,” 
approved  on  the  twenty-third  of  June,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-six,  as  prohibits  the  receipt  by 
the  government  of  the  notes  or  bills  of  banks  which 
issue  or  pay  out  notes  or  bills  of  a less  denomina- 
tion than  five  dollars,  be  forthwith  repealed. 

Mr.  Boon,  when  the  state  of  Indiana  was  called 
for  resolutions,  moved  to  suspend  the  rules,  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  up  and  considering  the  joint  re- 
solution, introduced  by  himself  on  a former  day, 
for  adjourning  the  two  houses  of  congress  on  the  2d 
July. 

Mr.  B.  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  ques- 
tion of  suspending  the  rules;  which  were  ordered; 
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(requirin'  two-thirds.)  And  the  house  refused  to 
talce  up  tile  joint  resolution  by  the  following  vote — 
Yeas  87,  nays  69. 

The  call  lor  resolutions  then  proceeded. 

Mr.  Kilgore,  when  Ohio  was  called,  offered  a 
joint  resolution,  looking  to  a repeal  of  the  small 
note  interdiction;  and  he  asked  to  have  the  rules 
suspended  for  one  hour,  to  consider  it.  But  he 
vvithdievv  this  motion,  atthe  request  of  Mr.  Hamer, 
until  the  call  for  resolutions  should  be  finished. 

And  the  call  for  resolutions  again  proceeded. 

Mr.  Adams,  when  Massachusetts  was  called,  of- 
fered the  followin'  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  Wednesday,  the  20th  instant,  at 
one  o’clock,  be  assigned  for  the  consideration,  in 
committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union, 
of  bills  from  the  senate  numbered  147,  175,  and 
176,  reported  by  the  committee  on  manufactures 
without  amendment;  (to  authorize  the  importation 
of  two  iron  steamboats;  to  refund  to  the  Georgia 
railroad  and  banking  company  certain  duties  upon 
railroad  iron;  to  refund  certain  duties  upon  railroad 
iron.) 

But  the  house  refused  to  suspend  the  rules,  so  as 
to  permit  the  action  upon  this  resolution  at  this 
time. 

Mr.  Curler  made  another  ineffectual  effort  to  in- 
duce the  house  to  fix  a day  for  the  special  conside- 
ration of  the  bill  to  extend  the  pension  laws  to  cer- 
tain classes  of  cases  arising  from  western  wars. 

Mr.  Menefee,  on  the  call  for  resolutions  from 
Kentucky,  ottered  the  following  resolution,  which 
wa3  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  this  house  such  in- 
formation as  he  may  possess  relating  to  the  alleged 
attack  on  the  American  steamboat  Telegraph,  in 
the  British  waters,  and  to  the  alleged  destruction 
of  the  British  steamboat,  Sir  Robert  Peel,  in  the 
American  waters;  what  measures,  if  any,  have  been 
adopted  in  consequence  thereof;  and,  if  not  incom- 
patible with  the  public  interest,  such  correspon- 
dence, if  any,  as  may  have  occurred  between  this 
government  and  the  British  minister,  or  Canadian 
authorties,  in  relation  thereto;  and,  if  any,  informa- 
tion possessed  by  him  concerning  the  concentration 
and  warrants  of  foreign  troops  on  the  northern  or 
northeastern  frontier  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Kilgore  (the  call  for  resolutions  having  been 
completed)  then  moved  a suspension  of  the  rules 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  up,  for  one  hour,  and  con- 
sidering the  resolution  this  morning  introduced  by 
himself.  And,  on  this  motion,  lie  asked  for  the 
yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered.  And  the  mo- 
tion was  decided  in  the  negative  by  the  following 
vote,  (two-thirds  being  required  to  carry  it:)  Yeas 
93,  nays  82. 

Mr.  Adams  asked  leave  to  offer  a memorial  asking 
for  relief  for  the  laborers  on  the  public  buildings, 
thrown  out  of  employment  by  the  suspension  of 
the  erection  of  the  new  treasury  building.  Id  was 
ottered,  and  referred  to  the  committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

The  hour  of  12  o’clock  having  arrived,  the  house 
in  pursuance  of  a special  order  made  on  a former 
day,  took  up  business  relating  to  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

Mr.  Thomas  hoped  the  pending  motion  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which  the  bill  to  take  down  the 
walls  of  the  treasury  building  was  laid  on  the  table, 
on  a former  day,  would  be  settled  before  the  house 
should  go  into  committee  upon  the  affairs  of  the 
District.  Mr.  Thomas  made  a motion  (requiring 
two-thirds)  to  this  effect,  which  prevailed.  So  the 
rules  were  suspended.  Mr.  Harrison  moved  to  lay 
the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the  table.  Mr.  Milli- 
gan demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  or- 
dered; and  the  motion  of  Mr.  Harriso.n  was  reject- 
ed by  the  following  vote:  Yeas  86,  nays  100.  The 
question  then  recurred  upon  reconsideration.  Mr. 
Mercer  gave  notice  of  an  amendment  it  was  his  in- 
tention to  offer.  The  Chair  decided  that  the  mo- 
tion proposed  to  be  reconsidered  being  non-debate- 
able,  so  was  also  the  pending  motion.  Mr.  Fe// de- 
manded the  yeas  and  nays  upon  reconsideration, 
which  were  ordered;  and  the  motion  to  reconsidei 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative  by  the  following 
vote:  Yeas  103,  nays  91.  And  the  question  upon 
the  pending  motion  that  the  bill  do  lie  on  the  table, 
was  lost.  The  amendments  of  the  committee  of 
the  whole  were  then  taken  up  and  discussed  by  se- 
veral members.  Before  the  question  could  betaken 
on  the  motion  to  amend,  Mr.  Cushman  moved  to 
lav  the  bill,  &c.  on  the  table;  and  on  this  question 
demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered; 
and  the  motion  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative  by  the  following  vote:  Yeas 
95,  nays  98.  Mr.  Yell’s  amendment  (to  the  effect 
that  no  more  money  be  spent  upon  the  erection  of 
a treasury  building  until  the  country  is  relieved  of 
the  debt  incurred  by  an  issue  of  ten  millions  of) 


treasury  notes,)  was  then  rejected  without  a divi- 
sion. The  bill  and  amendment  were  then  further 
discussed  by  other  members,  and,  after  a few  mo- 
ments thus  spent,  Mr.  Petrikin  moved  to  lav  the 
bill  on  the  table.  Mr.  S.  Williams  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered;  and  the  motion 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative  by  the  following 
vote:  Yeas  94,  nays  91.  So  the  bill  was  again  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  house  then,  on  motion,  went  into  committee 
of  the  whole,  (Mr.  Underwood  in  the  chair,)  and 
took  up  several  District  bills  for  consideration,  in 
pursuance  of  the  special  order  of  the  day. 

The  committee  had  made  but  little  progress, 
when,  a bill  for  the  erection  of  a court-house  in 
Alexandria  being  under  consideration,  Mr.  Petri- 
kin moved  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause.  He 
did  this  upon  the  ground  that  it  was  an  extravagant 
and  unnecessary  appropriation. 

Messrs.  Bouldin , Dawson  and  Jenifer,  severally 
made  remarks  to  the  point  that  there  was  no  court- 
house belonging  to  the  United  States  in  Alexandria; 

( that  it  was  necessary  that  there  should  be  one. — 
They  were  willing  to  go  for  whatever  sum  the  com- 
mittee should  decide  ought  to  be  appropriated  for 
that  purpose,  if  that  named  in  the  bill  were  thought 
to  be  too  large. 

Mr.  Petrilein  said  he  had  some  facts  in  his  posses- 
sion on  this  subject,  which  influenced  him  to  oppose 
this  bill.  A banking-house  belonging  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  had  been  offered  the  government  for  the 
purposes  of  the  proposed  court-house.  But  this 
was  not  to  be  heard  of,  because  there  were  certain 
people  who  wished  that  their  fine  plat  of  ground 
should  be  purchased  for  this  purpose.  The  way  the 
honest  yeomanry  of  his  country  erected  courthous- 
es was,  to  tax  the  oxen  and  farming  implements  of 
the  farmer.  But  here,  surrounded  by  luxury  and 
dissipation  of  every  kind,  costly  buildings  were  to 
he  erected  to  subserve  private  speculators’  ends,  &c. 
He  adherred  to  his  motion.  A division  was  then 
called  for  on  this  motion,  and  resulted  as  follows: 
Ayes  9,  noes  31.  No  quorum,  (only  forty  mem- 
bers being  present;  it  u’as  then  precisely  3 o’clock. ) 
The  chairman  vacated  the  chair,  (which  the  spea- 
ker took,)  and  the  former  reported  this  fact  to  the 
house. 

Mr.  Dawson  asked  if  there  was  no  way  in  which 
a quorum  of  members  could  be  secured  to  attend 
to  the  public  business? 

Mr.  Mercer  and  McKennan  each  suggested  that 
the  only  mode  in  wdiich  this  could  be  accomplished 
was  to  go  on  with,  and  completely  to  carry  into  ef- 
fect, a call  of  the  house.  Mr.  E.  Whittlesey  sug- 
gested another  mode,  wdiich  was,  to  pass  a rule  that 
no  member  should  be  entitled  to  his  per  diem  for 
the  day  on  which,  on  a call  of  veas  and  nays,  he 
should  be  found  to  be  absent.  Mr.  Everett  moved 
a call  of  the  house:  Ayes  25,  noes  23.  Lost,  53 
members  only  being  present.  Mr.  Williams,  of 
North  Carolina,  moved  a reconsideration  of  this 
vote.  Mr.  Cushman  asked  the  yeas  and  nays.  Or- 
dered and  taken:  Yeas  65,  nays  29.  So  (94  mem- 
bers being  present)  a call  of  the  house  was  ordered, 
and  proceeded.  On  the  first  call  of  the  roll  110 
members  answered  to  their  names.  After  the  se- 
cond call  (of  absentees)  there  were  found  to  be 
130  members  present.  Mr.  Cambreleng  moved  to 
suspend  all  further  proceedings  under  the  call; 
which  motion  prevailing,  the  house  again  resolved 
itself  into  committee  of  the  whole,  (as  detailed  ir. 
our  last  report,)  the  business  proceeded  till  20min- 
utes  past  5 o’clock,  when  the  committee,  after  three 
counts,  at  which,  severally,  71,  76,  and  95  mem- 
bers only  were  found  to  be  present,  rose,  and  re- 
ported that  fact  to  the  house. 

The  Speaker  then  took  the  chair,  and,  having 
counted  the  house,  announced  that  there  were  123 
members  within  the  bar,  and  the  house  went  again 
into  committee  of  the  whole,  (at  half  past  five 
o’clock.) 

The  question  as  to  taking  up  the  Falmouth  and 
Alexandria  railroad  (senate)  bill  previously  to  the 
other  bills  on  the  calendar,  which  was  pending 
when  the  committee  found  itself  without  a quorum, 
was  then  in  order,  and  the  division  upon  this  ques- 
tion was  as  follows,  (by  tellers,)  ayes  70,  noes  43. 
No  quorum.  The  chairman  counted  the  house, 
and  reported  110  only  to  be  present. 

The  Speaker  again  took  the  chair. 

Mr.  Haynes  then  moved  an  adjournment.  Lost: 
Ayes  58,  noes  67.  And  this  vote  disclosing  the 
presence  of  a quorum,  the  Speaker  again  left  Ihe 
chair,  and  the  chairman  resumed  it,  in  committee 
of  the  wdiole.  The  question  upon  taking  up  the 
railroad  bill  recurring,  the  following  was  the  divi- 
sion, (by  tellers,)  ayes  62,  noes  40.  No  quorum. 
(It  was  now  20  minutes  before  6 o’clock.)  The 
chairman  again  counted  the  committee,  and  the 
tellers  reported  as  follow  s : Aye3  70,  noes  32.  No 
J quorum.  And  the  fact  was  again  reported  to  the 


house — the  Speaker  returning  to  the  chair.  A mo- 
tion was  then  made  to  adjourn.  Mr.  Adams  de- 
manded the  yeas  and  nays.  On  ordering  the  yeas 
and  nays  (requiting  one-fifth)  19  rose  in  the  affir- 
mative, and  83  in  the  negative.  The  motion  to 
adjourn  was  then  decided  in  the  negative  by  the 
following  vote,  (by  tellers,)  ayes  47,  noes  55.  So 
the  house  (at  6 o’clock)  refused  to  adjourn,  and 
there  was  no  quorum  present.  A call  of  the  house 
was  then  demanded.  Mr.  Mercer  asked  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  this  motion,  as  inflicting  the  only 
punishment  the  house  could  inflict  on  the  absen- 
tees— an  exposure  of  those  absent.  The  yeas  and 
nays  were  ordered,  and  the  motion  that  there  be  a 
eail  of  the  house  was  decided  in  the  negative  by  the 
following  vote:  Yeas  58,  nays  65. 

The  Speaker  then  deciding  that  a quorum  (123) 
was  present,  the  house,  of  course,  again  went  into 
committee  of  the  whole.  And  the  chairman  re- 
sumed the  chair,  and  the  committee  went  on  with 
the  business  referred  to  it. 

At  7 o’clock  the  committee  rose,  and  reported 
the  following  bills  wilhout  amendment: 

1.  A bill  relating  to  the  orphans’  court  of  Alex- 
andria county. 

5.  A bill  to  make  temporary  provision  tor  the 
comfort  and  support  of  certain  lunatics  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

And  the  following  were  reported  with  certain 
amendments: 

2.  A bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  and  heirs-at- 
Iaw'  cf  the  late  Lewis  Giant  Davidson,  deceased. 

3.  A bill  making  appropriations  lor  the  support 
of  the  penitentiary  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

4.  A bill  to  provide  a free  bridge  across  the  east- 
ern branch  of  the  river  Potomac,  in  the  city  of 
Washington. 

6.  A hill  for  the  erection  ot  a court  house  in 
Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

7.  A bill  (from  the  senate)  to  establish  a crimi- 
nal court  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

8.  A bill  (from  the  senate)  to  incorporate  the 
medical  society  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

9.  A bill  (from  the  senate)  permitting  the  exten- 
sion of  the  Falmouth  and  Alexandria  railroad 
through  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

The  bills  above  marked  1 and  5 were  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  and  read  a third  time;  and,  being  so 
read,  were  passed. 

The  house  then  took  up  the  bill  above  marked  2, 
with  the  amendments  reported  by  the  committee. 

Pending  the  same,  the  house,  at  half  past  seven 
o’clock,  on  motion,  adjourned. 

Tuesday.  June  12.  Messrs.  Towns,  of  Georgia, 
Dennis,  of  Maryland,  Mercer  and  Banks,  of  Virgi- 
nia, obtained  leave  to  present  petitions;  which  were 
respectively  referred. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Grennell, 

Resolved,  That  from  and  after  this  day  the  house 
will  have  a daily  recess  from  2 o’clock  till  half  past 
3 o’clock  P.  M. 

She  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  a communica- 
tion from  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  in  compliance 
with  a resolution  of  the  house  of  the  28th  ult.  re- 
questing the  secretary  of  the  navy  to  communicate 
to  the  house  copies  of  all  letters,  communications, 
documents,  and  correspondence  which  have  passed 
between  him  and  the  navy  commissioners,  naval 
constructors,  and  all  other  officers  and  persons  rel- 
ative to  the  building  and  equipment  of  the  steam- 
frigate  Fulton;  also, 

A communication  in  answer  to  a resolution  oflhe 
house  of  the  28th  ult.  requiring  the  secretary  of  the 
navy  to  report  the  contemplated  alterations  in  the 
steam-battery  Fulton. 

Several  reports  were  received  and  a number  of 
resolutions  of  a local  or  private  nature  w ere  ottered. 
Mr.  Yell,  from  the  committee  on  the  public  lands, 
obtained  leave  to  otter  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  ot  war  be  directed  to 
communicate  to  this'  house,  without  delay,  copies 
of  all  communications  from  general  Nathan  Ar- 
buckle,  during  the  last  twelve  months,  in  relation 
to  the  probability  of  an  Indian  war  upon  the  w es- 
tern frontier;  with  such  other  information  as  may 
be  in  possession  of  the  war  department  touching 
that  subject. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Carter  made  another  effort  to  have  Saturday 
set  apart  for  the  consideration  of  cer  tain  bills  in  re- 
ference to  the  extention  of  the  pension  laws  to  the 
widows  of  persons  engaged  in  western  wars.  He 
asked  the  yeas  and  nays;  but  the  house  refused  to 
order  them;  and  the  resolution  was  decided  in  the 
negative — Ayes  93.  noes  56,  (not  two-thirds.) 

An  act  to  recognize  the  district  court  in  the 
state  of  Mississippi,  was  read  a third  time  and  pass- 
ed. 

M.  E.  Whittlesey  asked  leave  to  offer  the  follow- 
ing resolution: 
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Resolved,  That  no  rejrresentative  of  this  house 
hall  tie  entitled  to  receive  a per  diem  allowance 
for  any  day  he  shall  not  answer  to  his  name  on  the 
fiist  call  o!  the  namesofthe  members,  w hen  a call  of 
the  house  shall  b ■ ord.  red  by  a majority  of  the  mem- 
bers present  unless  he  shall  have  been  absent  on 
the  business  ol  the  house,  and  by  its  order  or  per- 
mission, or  unless  he  shall  have  been  detailed  by 
sickness,  within  the  provisioo  of  the  second  section 
of  the  act  ol  January  22,  ISIS,  allowing  compensa- 
tion to  members  of  congress,  and  to  the  delegates  of 
teiritories,  or  unless  he  shall  be  excused  by  the 
house  lor  not  being  present;  and  it  shall  be  the 
duty  ol  the  cleik  toeertify  tothe  speakerthe  names 
of  all  such  absentees,  not  within  the  except  d cases; 
and  the  speaker  shall  not  include  a per  diem  allow- 
ance lor  such  absent  rneinb  r,  not  within  the  ex- 
ceptions, lor  the  day  of  such  absence,  in  any  dralt 
he  may  draw  to  enable  such  a member  to  obtain  his 
other  pay. 

The  reception  of  the  resolution  being  objected 
to,  Air.  \V.  mov  d a suspension  of  the  rules  to  ena- 
ble him  to  o.tcr  it;  and  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
this  motion;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  did  not  wish  to  press  the  consi- 
deration of  the  resolution  this  day,  but  to  be  allow- 
ed to  oner  it  now,  that  it  might  lie  one  day.  Mr. 
Hopkins  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

Mi.  Wh littlesey  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
this  motion,  and  they  were  ordered  by  the  house; 
whereupon,  Mr.  Hu/ikins  withdrew  his  motion. 

The  question  on  suspending  the  rules  was  then 
put,  and  decid.d  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 
Yeas  S9,  nays  98. 

So  the  rules  were  not  suspended,  and  the  resolu- 
tion could  not  therefore  be  ottered. 

An  act  granting  land  in  aid  of  the  Rock  river  and 
lake  Michigan  canal  was  read  a third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  house  then  on  motion  of  Mr.  Boon  went 
into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
union,  (Mr  Craig  in  the  chair.) 

Mr.  Shields  made  an  effort  to  have  the  commit- 
tee take  up  the  bill  authoiizingthe  state  of  Tennes- 
see to  issue  patents  and  perfect  titles  to  certain  va- 
cant and  unappropriated  lands  within  her  limits, 
but,  alter  corn ersation,  withdrew  the  motion. 

The  committee  then  took  up  the  pre-emption 
bill. 

Mr.  Randolph,  w’ho  had  the  floor,  addressed  the 
com  uittee  at  considerable  length,  in  opposition  to 
the  bill.  He  traced  the  successive  steps  in  estab- 
lishing the  pre-emption  system,  dwelt  on  its  elfacts 
in  encouraging  frauds,  diminishing  the  avails  of 
the  public  lands  to  the  treasury,  and  sinking  the 
the  value  of  real  estate  generally.  He  insisted  that 
the  system  was  unfair  to  the  old  states,  and  injuri- 
ous to  Ihe  national  p . osperitj. 

Mr.  Hirrison,  of  Missouri,  next  took  the  floor, 
on  the  o ipo-ite  side,  correcting  some  points  slated 
by  Mr.  Randolph,  and  arguing  to  show  that  they 
must  be  founded  in  error.  He  spoke  in  warm  de- 
fence and  eulogy  cl  the  settlers,  and  plead,  d the 
cause  of  Ihe  west,  as  having  conferred  more  bene- 
fii's  on  the  government  than  she  had  ever  received 
from  it. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  bv  Messrs. 
Lincoln,  Underwood,  Pope,  Lyon,  and  Mason,  of 
Ohio. 

Mr.  Garland,  of  Louisiana,  moved  his  substitute 
(embracing  several  sections)  for  the  whole  bill. 

Mr.  Underwood  moved  his  amendment  to  the  ori- 
ginal bill,  (requiring  the  pre  emptioner  to  uiakp 
affidavit  that  he  lias  not  obtained  a previous  pre- 
emtion  right.) 

[ We  will  publish  a more  detailed  account  of  this 
day’s  proceedings  in  the  next  “Register.”  The 
house  appeared  to  be  disposed  to  sit  out  the  bill  to 
night,  but  adjourned  at  past  5 o'clock.] 

Wednesday,  June  13.  Several  petitions  were  pre- 
sented, on  leave,  by  different  gentlemen,  and  va- 
riously disposed  of. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  commit- 
tee on  private  land  claims,  to  which  was  referred 
the  senate  bill  No.  89,  for  giving  eifect  to  the  eighth 
article  of  the  treaty  of  1319,  reported  the  views  ol 
the  minority  thereon. 

Mr.  McKay , from  the  committee  on  military  af- 
fairs, reported  a resolution  in  lavor  ol  the  authori 
ties  of  the  city  of  Savannah,  in  the  stale  ol  Geor- 
gia; which  resolution  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  read  a third  time  to-day. 

Mr.  McKay,  from  the  committee  on  military  af 
fairs,  reported  without  amendment  senate  bill  “to 
settL  the  construction  of  the  act  regulating  the  pay 
of  paymasters  in  the  army;”  aLo,  “for  the  relief  oi 
the  heirs  of  gen.  William  Eaton.” 

Mr.  Insham,  from  the  committee  on  naval  affairs, 
reported  the  following  resolutions,  which  were  read, 
and  agreed  to: 


Whereas  Ihe  committee  on  naval  affairs,  to  which 
w’ere  referrid  copies  of  letters,  documents,  and 
communications  called  for  by  a resolution  of  the 
house  of  representatives  of  the  7th  ol  December 
last,  in  relation  to  the  delay  of  the  sailing  of  the 
exploiing  expedition,  with  instructions  to  investi- 
gate the  causes  of  delay,  &.c.  have  selected  such 
parts  thereof  as  in  their  judgment  may  be  material 
in  such  investigation:  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  clerk  cause  the  same  to  be  ar- 
ranged in  chronological  order,  with  an  index  desig- 
nating the  name  of  ttie  author  of  eacn  paper,  and 
of  the  person  to  whom  it  is  addressed,  wilh  its  date; 
and  when  the  same  shall  be  so  arranged  and  prepared, 
he  is  required  to  cause  the  usual  number  of  copits 
to  be  printed. 

Resolved  further,  That  the  clerk  cause  the  re- 
mainder of  said  copies,  the  same  having  been  rejec- 
ted by  said  committee  as  unnecessary  to  be  printed, 
to  be  in  like  mariner,  arranged,  index ’d,  and  bound, 
and  preserved  among  the  documents  ol  the  house. 

Mr.  Howard,  from  the  committee  on  foreign  af- 
fairs, otferi  d the  following  resolution: 

“ Resolved . That  Saturday  next,  the  16th  inst.  af- 
ter the  hour  of  11  o’clock,  be  assigned  lor  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  to  provide  lor  the  satisfaction 
ol  claims  due  to  certain  American  citizens  tor  spo- 
liations committed  on  their  commerce  prior  to  the 
3 1st  of  July,  1801.” 

The  resolution  was  negatived  without  a division. 
Mr.  Legare , from  the  committee  on  loreign  af- 
fairs, presented  a report  upon  the  subject  of  certain 
memorials  referred  to  that  committee,  from  the 
New  York  “peace  society,”  and  other  individuals, 
with  regard  tothe  settlement  of  international  dis- 
putes by  arbitrament.  Mr.  Howard,  under  instruc- 
tion, moved  to  print  ten  thousand  extra  copies.  Mr. 
Pelrikin  objecting.  Mr.  Howard  moved  that  the 
rules  be  suspended  for  the  purpose  of  making  the 
motion  to  print.  This  motion  prevailed — Ayes  101, 
noes  not  counted.  Messrs.  Cushing  and  Dromgoole, 
of  the  same  committee,  bore  testimony  to  the  me- 
rits and  great  value  of  the  report,  without  pledging 
themselves  to  sustain  its  views. 

The  motion  to  print  prevailed. 

Mr.  Dromgoole,  from  tne  committee  on  foreign 
attairs,  upon  the  subject  ofthe  annexation  of  Texas 
to  the  United  States,  reported,  that  there  is  now  no 
proposition  pending  in  this  house  either  for  the  ad- 
mission of  the  republic  of  Texas  as  a slate  into  the 
union,  or  lor  its  territorial  annexation  to  the  United 
States. 

The  committee  do  not  deem  it  advisable  to  re- 
commend any  action  on  the  part  of  the  house  of  re- 
presentalives  calculated  to  prejudge  any  such  pro- 
position should  it  hereafter  be  formally  submitted 
for  decision,  or  to  forestal  public  sentiment  in  re- 
lation thereto  In  consideration  whereof,  the  fol- 
low ine-  resolution  is  reported: 

Resolved.  That  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs 
be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
whole  subject,  and  that  all  the  papers  relating  there- 
to, and  to  them  ref  ried,  he  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Cushing  called  fora  division  of  the  question, 
so  that  it  might  be  first  taken  upon  that  part  of  the 
report  which  proposed  to  discharge  the  committee 
on  foreign  attairs.  Mr.  C.  dissented  from  the  re- 
port entirely,  and  should,  before  he  sat  down,  move 
a recommitment,  for  the  purpose  of  having  the  sub- 
ject more  deliberately  and  argumentatively  presen- 
ted to  the  house.  It  was  due  to  the  country  and 
the  subject.  The  preamble  says  there  is  no  propo- 
sition before  the  house  lor  the  annexation  of  Texas 
to  the  United  States.  This  might  be  technically,  in 
strict  parliamentary  language,  correct;  since  there 
was  not  anv  motion  or  resolution  pending  in  the 
house  for  the  annexation  of  Texas.  But  Mr. 
C.  denied  that  this  was,  in  substance,  correct. 
Thrpe  states  of  this  union,  Tennessee,  Alaba 
ma,  and  Mississippi,  have  passed  resolutions  lor 
the  admission  of  Texas  into  the  union;  and  of 
two  at  least  of  these  states,  the  resolutions  have 
been  presented  here,  and  are  in  the  possession  of 
the  house.  In  addition  to  which  Texas  herself 
had  applied  to  the  United  States  for  admission. 
This  proposition  was  pending  now,  and  in  force; 
and  not,  as  the  late  rej  ort  of  tire  secretary  of  state 
would  seein  to  intimate,  withdrawn  from  the  cog 
nizance  ofthe  government.  By  the  very  latest  in- 
lelligence  from  Texas,  the  senate  of  that  republic 
trad  distinctly  refused  to  withdraw  the  application. 
Now,  some  gentlemen  might  think  that  this  appli- 
cation was  within  the  cognizance  of  the  executive 
nnlv,  as  in  the  first  instance.  Mr.  C.  maintained 
'he  contrary  most  positively.  Congress,  the  house, 
Ihe  people  ofthe  United  States,  were  under  no  obli- 
gation to  wait  in  such  a matter  for  the  initiative 
ol  the  president  in  regard  to  it.  We,  the  represen- 
tatives of  I he  peojde,  have  the  same  power  and  right 
us  the  president  to  act  upon  it  iri  the  initiative.  He 
might  not  be  disposed  to  do  right.  It  was  the  duty 


ofthe  house  to  see  tothe  interests  ami  the  rights  of 
the  people  upon  this  vital  question.  The  constitu- 
tion does  not  give  to  the  executive  any  power  to 
admit  new  states.  It  is  for  congress  to  do  if,  so  far 
as  ttie  power  resides  any  wheie.  Let  congress,  let 
the  house,  speak,  aud  speak  out,  in  the  lace  ofthe 
country  and  world. 

Furthermore.  Three  ofthe  states,  Ohio,  Michi- 
gan, and  Massachusetts,  have  sent  fmre  resolutions 
solemnly  remonstrating  against  the  annexatii  n of 
Texas.  It  is  due  to  those  three  states,  also,  to  ex- 
press our  opinions  frankly  on  the  subject.  It  was 
due  to  the  thousands  upon  thousands  ol  petitioners, 
whose  petitions  on  this  subject  load  the  table,  to 
express  our  opinions.  They  ask  it,  they  demand 
it,  they  have  a right  1o  it.  How  long  is  this  house 
to  fold  itself  in  the  mantle  of  its  dignity,  covering 
itself  up  in  darkness,  refusing  to  utter  ns  opinions, 
suppressing  opinions  and  debate,  disdaining,  as  it 
w ere,  to  meet  the  people  fairly  in  the  light  of  day, 
manfully  arid  honestly,  as  becomes  their  represen- 
tatives? Mr.  C.  insisted  upon  the  duty  ol  the  com- 
mittee to  make  a full,  argumentative  icport.  He 
would  not  undertake  to  discu-s  the  merits  of  the 
question.  He  was  conscious  it  w ould  be  out  of  or- 
der, and  he  had  no  disposition,  on  this  or  any  other 
question,  to  debate  out  of  order.  But  tie  desired  to 
see  a full  report,  and  therefore  he  submitted  the 
following  motion,: 

That  the  report  be  recommitted  to  the  same  com- 
mittee wilh  instructions  1o  make  report  thereon  in 
full  as  to  the  merits  of  the  questions  presented  by 
the  resolutions  of  the  legislatures  of  the  several 
states  of  Tennessee,  Alabama,  Michigan,  Ohio, 
and  Massachusetts,  and  of  the  various  petitions 
before  the  house  on  the  subject  of  Texas. 

Mr.  Carter,  of  Tennessee,  said  he  differed  en- 
tirely Irom  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  as  to 
this  subject.  Although  his  (Mr.  Carter’s)  own 
state  legislature  had  memorialized  congress  on  this 
question,  yet  his  own  course  thereupon  in  this 
house  had  gone  to  show  that  his  ojttiiions  did  not 
correspond  precisely  with  those  of  his  legislature 
upon  this  point.  He  doubted  the  expediency  of 
annexing  Texas  to  the  union. 

The  Chair  reminded  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee that  this  question  was  not  now  before  the 
house. 

Mr.  Carter  said  he  had  only  intended  to  express 
his  own  opinion,  and  to  show  that  he  was  acting 
disinterestedly.  No  question  was  then  before  the 
house  for  the  annexalion  ot  Texas,  except  as  in- 
cidentally raised  by  the  presentation  of  memorials, 
legislative  resolutions,  &c.  Nor  could  it  be  tairly 
a question  for  Ihe  house  to  consider  till  a report 
from  a committee  had  been  made  thereon. 

Mr.  C.  would  say  to  Ihe  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts, why  not  bring  forward  a counter  report 
on  this  subject  if  dissatisfied  w ith  the  report  of  the 
committee?  He  would  warn  that  gentteman  that 
this  was  a question  that  would  agitate  the  country 
from  Maine  to  Georgia,  and  that  the  result  of  that 
agitation  might  not  be  such  as  that  honorable  mem- 
ber might  perhaps  prefer.  Therefore  he  tl  oueJit 
that  the  committee,  in  ottering  the  resolutions  they 
had  done,  had  acted  a prudent  and  projier  part. 
Were  the  gentleman  to  have  brought  forward  a 
counter  report,  the  question  would  then  be  fairly 
raised  for  the  house  and  the  coiintrv  to  decide;  but 
at  present  no  such  question  was  before  the  house. 

The  subject  was  a peiplexing  one.  It  was  al- 
ready agitating  the  country,  and  the  more  it  was 
discussed  the  more  it  would  agitate  Ihe  land.  It 
had  been  w ilh  difficulty  that  the  w hole  mass  of  the 
southern  community  have  been  restrained  Irom  pe- 
tioning  congress  in  favor  of  the  annexation.  Mr. 
C.  again  repeated  what  were  his  individual  opinions 
on  this  question;  and  said  that,  if  instructed  by  I is 
constituents  to  vote  contrary  to  those  o|>inioris,  it 
being  a matter  of  expediency  he  should  do  so.  In 
the  absence  of  instructions.  Ire  held  it  to  be  equally 
his  duty  to  vole  aenvding  to  the  best  of  his  judg- 
ment. But  lie  did  beg  the  gentleman  Irom  Massa- 
chusetts (Mr.  Cushing)  nol  to  embarrass  this  mo- 
tion of  the  committee.  Let  him  bring  in,  if  he 
thought  proper,  a counter  report. 

Mr.  Cashing  here  remarked  that,  nrder  the  cir- 
cumstances attending  Ihe  introduction  of  Ihe  report 
of  the  majority,  it  had  been  impossible  for  him  to 
|irepare  a counter  report.  Mr.  Droomgoole  said 
that  no  proposition  for  a minority  report,  or  any 
thing  of  the  kind,  had  ever  been  made  in  coinn  it- 
tee.  Mr.  jddinns  asked  if  the  numerous  legislative 
resolutions,  and  the  memorials  of  thousands  and 
tens  ol  thousands  of  the  citizens  of  this  country, 
ill  relation  to  this  subjert,  had  ever  received  five 
minutes’  consideration jn  the  committee  on  loreign 
attairs?  Mr.  Dromgoole  said  he  had  but  one  answ  er 
to  make  to  this  question;  which  was.  to  deny  ex- 
plicitly anv  right  of  that  member,  or  any  oilier 
member,  to  catechise  the  committee,  as  to  its  ac- 
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ti _ .n . Mr.  Adams  immediately  rose,  (amidst  varied 
ciies  of  “order!”  “go  on!”  &c.)  and  said:  That  is 
enough;  sir!  That,  sir,  is  enough  for  this  house, 
and  for  the  country.  The  committee  refuse  to  an- 
swer. [Much  confusion.]  Mr.  Carter  proceeded, 
and  urg  d the  adoption  of  the  resolution  reported 
by  the  committee. 

Mr.  Pickens  said  he  concurred  in  the  motion  of 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr. 
Cishing,)  to  recommit,  with  instructions  to  report 
some  proposition  lor  the  action  of  the  house.  He 
vv  is  for  meeting  this  question  boldly,  frankly,  (irm- 
ly. Ha  could  not  agree  with  the  honorable  gentle- 
man fro  n Tennessee,  (Mr.  Carter,)  as  to  the  effect 
ol  agitating  this  question.  He  did  not  dread  such 
agitation.  He  was  for  letting  it  go  on.  It  would 
not  be  the  first  question  that  had  agitated  the  Ame- 
rican people.  H*  desired  to  meet  it  at  once.  He 
was  for  letting  the  country  see  who  was  for  and  who 
was  against  his  people.  The  legislature  of  his  own 
state,  as  wmll  as  that  of  his  friend’s  state,  (Tennes- 
see,) and  those  of  several  other  states,  had  sent  up 
hitherto  their  resolutions  upon  the  question.  It 
was  agitated  on  the  other  side,  all  over  the  non- 
slaveholding part  of  the  country,  and  by  their  re- 
presentatives upon  that  floor,  lor  months  past.  It 
wa=  time  to  meet  it;  it  was  time  to  take  a decid  'd 
and  bold  stand  upon  it.  As  a distinguished  mem- 
b-r  (Mr.  Aditns)  of  the  Massachusetts  delegation 
had  s lid  o.u  a former  occasion,  it  was  a question  of 
union  or  disunion.  The  Speaker  reminded  the  gen- 
tle mu  fro  n South  Carolina  that  he  was  straying 
fro  n the  question  before  tlnsMiouse.  Mr.  Pickens 
repeated  til  it  he  desired  to  meet  this  great  question 
at  otic.  >;  and  that,  therefore,  he  was  in  favor  of  Mr. 
Cushing’s  motion  to  recommit,  with  instructions. 
H i desired  that  the  country  should  know  the  true 
position  of  the  question.  One  thing  was  very  cer- 
tain; if  t i i s government  did  not  exercise  a control 
over  Texas,  Great  Britain  would.  The  Speaker 
agiin  called  to  order.  Mr.  Pickens  concluded  by 
urging  the  adoption  of  Mr.  Cushing’s  proposition. 

Mr.  Ciishimn  said  that  a proposition  to  annex  ari 
inde  tend  mt  republic  to  this  union  should  properly 
co  ne  from  that  republic.  No  such  proposition  had 
been  made  to  that  house.  For  the  purpose  of  ar- 
r-sting  what  he  thought  was  a debite  altogether 
irregular,  he  would  move  the  precious  question. 
[Laughter.] 

Much  confusion  then  ensued;  and  Mr.  Pickens 
remarked,  ‘-that  is  a test  question!”  and  Mr.  Adams 
asked  the  mover  to  withdraw  the  motion,  to  allow' 
him  to  reply  to  the  argument  with  which  the  mo- 
tion had  been  prefaced  by  himself  (Mr.  Cushman.) 

Mr.  Mercer  asked  what  would  be  the  main  ques- 
tion; to  which  the  Speaker  replied,  on  the  adoption 
of  the  resolution  offered  by  the  committee  on  for 
eign  a flairs,  to  discharge  that  committee  from  the 
further  consideration  ol  the  subject. 

The  vote  on  seconding  the  motion  for  the  previ- 
ous question  stood,  ayes  74,  noes  31;  so  there  was 
no  s -cond:  and  the  question  recurred  upon  the  re- 
solution oifer.'d  by  Mr.  Cushing,  to  recommit,  with 
instructions.  (See  above.) 

Mr.  Howard  then  took  the  floor;  but  the  hour  ap- 
propriated to  morning  business  having  elaps’d,  the 
house,  on  motion,  took  up  the  order  of  the  day,  and 
went  into  committee  of  the  whole  (Mr.  Craig  in  the 
chair)  upon  the  pre  emption  bill. 

Mr.  Chapman , of  Alabama,  defended  the  bill  in  a 
short  speech,  and  was  followed  by  Mr.  Prentiss,  of 
Mississippi,  who  spoke  at  great  length,  on  the  same 
side;  after  which,  Mr.  Robertson  took  the  floor,  and 
sp  >ke  till  the  hourof  recess,  in  opposition  to  the  bill, 
without  concluding. 

The  corn  nittee  then  rose.  The  speaker  took 
the  chair,  and  (at  2 o’clock)  the  house  took  a re- 
cess, according  to  the  new  standing  order,  till  half 
past  3 o’clock. 

WEDNESDAY  EVENING. 

At  half  pasl  tti r -e  o’clock,  the  house  met,  (but 
without  a quoru  a.)  Alter  some  difficulty  and  he- 
sitatio  i on  this  subject — 

Mr.  Ribrrlson,  of  Virginia,  resumed  the  course 
of  his  remarks  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  quoting, 
and  extensively  commenting  upon,  a report  of 
Ethan  Allen  Brown,  late  commissioner  of  the  ge- 
neral I ind  office,  and  Mr.  Fritz’s  testimony  as  to  the 
frauds  and  abuses  under  the  pre-emption  law's. 

Mr.  Cashing  followed,  in  support  of  the  bill,  con 
tending  that  the  principle  of  pre-emption  grants  had 
baen  practised  since  the  first  settlement  of  the  coun- 
tiv.  and  was  embodied  in  the  laws  of  Mtssachu- 
setts,  which  he  quoted  in  support  of  this  position. 

[Mr.  L incoln  disputed  this.] 

Mr.  C.  continued  his  remarks,  in  the  course  of 
which  he  inquired  whether  the  United  States  go 
veruinmit  could  show  any  better  title  to  the  soil  of 
this  country  than  could  these  settlers  to  their  little 
farjis.1 


Mr.  Underwood  spoke  in  opposition  to  the  system; 
stated  the  ewls  which  had  attended  its  operation  in 
Kentucky,  where  he  had  been  intimately  acquaint- 
ed with  all  its  elfects;  expressed  his  desire  to  get 
rid  ol  it  as  a part  of  the  policy  of  the  general  go- 
vernment for  the  future,  and  his  willingness,  on 
that  condition,  to  grant  pre-emptions  to  all  now  set- 
tled on  the  public  domain;  but  s ated  his  own  plan 
of  entry,  at  prices  to  be  gradually  reduced,  abolish- 
ing all  sales  at  auction. 

Mr.  Garland,  ol  Louisiana,  replied  with  earnest- 
ness and  warmth,  defending  the  pre-emption  system 
against  Mr.  U.’s  objections;  and  then  went  into  an 
exposition  and  defence  of  the  amendment  he  had 
moved  as  a substitute  for  the  existing  plan. 

At  half  past  7 o’clock,  a motion  was  made  for 
the  rising  of  the  committee,  but  negatived — Ayes 
53,  noes  70. 

[The  hall  was  now  lighted,  and  the  indications 
were  that  the  bill  was  to  be  disposed  of  this  eve- 
ning.] 

Mr.  Garland  resumed,  arid  having  spoken  half  an 
hour  longer,  and  concluded  his  remarks — 

Mr.  Snyder,  of  Illinois,  obtain  *d  the  floor,  but 
yielded  it  that  the  question  might  be  taken  on  the 
amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Underwood,  requiring 
the  affidavit  of  the  pre-einptioner  that  he  had  ob- 
tained no  previous  pre-emption  right. 

After  some  explanations  by  Mr.  Lincoln,  and  a 
brief  speech  in  favor  of  the  amendment  by  Mr. 
Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  the  question  was  taken 
and  the  vote  upon  it  stood — Ayes  47,  noes  69.  (No 
quorum.) 

After  some  confusion  and  desultory  conversation 
as  to  the  best  mode  of  proceeding, 

Mr.  Bell  suggested  that  it  would  be  best  to  take  a 
question  pro  forma  in  committee  on  all  the  amend- 
ments proposed,  and  let  them  be  renewed  in  the 
house. 

This  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Underwood’s  amendment  was  negatived. 

Mr.  May  moved  the  following  as  a new  section: 

“Sec. — . And.  be  it  farther  enacted,  Thai  any  per- 
son, being  the  head  of  a family,  who  now  is  settled 
on,  or  who  shall  hereafter  settle  on,  any  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  of  the  United  States,  and  who  shall  con- 
tinue to  reside  on  and  cultivate  the  same  for  the 
period  of  twelve  months,  shall,  upon  making  proof 
thereof,  according  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  be 
entitled  to  a right  of  pre-emption  to  one  quarter 
section.” 

Tills  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Lewis  moved  an  amendment  the  object  of 
which  was  to  meet  the  case  of  ce-tain  cilizens  ol 
Alabama  who  had  settled  on  lands  in  Alabama,  to 
which  the  Indian  title  had  not  been  extinguished, 
and  whose  pre-emption  rights  had  been  defeated  by 
being  included  within  reservations  made  by  the 
Indians  in  the  treaty  by  which  the  land  was  alter 
wards  ceded  to  tiie  United  States.  Mr.  L’s  amend- 
ment proposed  to  allow  them  to  locate  their  claims 
on  other  vacant  lands  belonging  to  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  L.  explained  the  hard  case  of  those  for  whose 
benefit  the  amendment  was  intended,  who  had  been 
ousted  from  their  improvements  by  the  arrangements 
of  a treaty. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  La.,  inquired  whether  the  amend- 
ment gave  these  settlers  floating  rights  to  be  located 
on  any  lands  in  the  state? 

Mr.  Lewis  replied  in  the  affirmat’ve:  but,  as  this 
was  objected  to,  consented  to  modify  his  amend- 
in  uit  by  striking  out  the  clause  gi  anting  the  ’■■foot". 

The  amendments  ' was  objected  to  by  Mr.  Max- 
well and  Mr.  Briggs  as  being  the  same,  in  substance, 
with  a bill  introduced  for  the  3aine  object,  and  not 
yet  acted  upon. 

Mr.  Lewis  resisted  this  objection. 

But  the  amendin'  nt  of  Mr.  Lew  is  was  ruled  by 
the  Chair  to  be  out  of  ordpr.  on  the  ground  stated. 

Several  other  amendments  were  oif-red,  some  of 
which  were  rejected;  but  it  was  agreed  that  they 
should  all  h°  printed  and  laid  on  the  tables  of  mem- 
bers ready  for  the  action  of  the  house  to-morrovv. 
It  was  gen  ‘rally  und  u-stood  thatth  ■ bill  should  be 
finally  disposed  of  the  next  d ly.  [Thursday;]  with 
which  understanding  the  committee  rose  at  half  past 
S o’clock. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from 
the  commissioner  ot  the  general  land  office,  con- 
taining information  called  tor  by  the  resolution  of 
the  house  of  the  1 II h instant,  as  to  what  quantity 
of  land  scrip  would  he  required  in  his  judgment  for 
satisfying  the  outstanding  military  bounty  land  war- 
rants granted  by  the  common  wealth  of  Virginia. 

Two  resolutions  of  minor  importance  were  olfer- 
rd,  after  which  the  house  adjourned. 

Thursday’s  proceedings. 

In  the  senate,  Mr.  Buchanan  presented  the  pro- 
ceedings of  a numerous  and  respectable  meeting  of 


the  democratic  citizens  of  the  city  and  county  of 
Puiladelphia,  convened  at  the  county  court  house 
on  Monday  evening  last,  at  which  a number  ol  n so- 
lulions  were  adopted  in  I'aioro  the  immediate  pas- 
sage of  the  independent  treasury  bill  now  belore 
congress.  He  moved  that  these  proceedings  shou  d 
be  printed,  and  laid  upon  the  table;  which  was  or- 
dered accordingly,  alter  they  had  been  read. 

Mr  B.  also  presented  a memorial  Irom  a number 
of  citizens  of  the  city  and  cuunty  ol  Puiladelphia, 
in  I a \ or  of  the  passage  ol  the  independent  treasmy 
bill,  and  against  the  establishment  of  a national 
bank.  Laid  upon  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Morris  presented  the  proceedings  ol  a con- 
vention ol  the  banks  in  Ohio,  in  la\  or  of  so  modify- 
ing the  deposite  act  of  1336  as  to  receive  the  notes 
ol  banks  that  since  that  time  had  issued  notes  less 
than  five  dollars.  Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordertd 
to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  King,  the  committee  on  com- 
merce were  discharged  from  the  1 n it  her  considera- 
tion of  the  petitions  ot  two  individuals  relating  to 
improvements  in  light- houses. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Grundy,  the  bill  fi  om  the  house, 
requiring  that  the  United  States  district  cour  in 
Tennessee  should  be  held  at  Jackson,  w as  consi- 
dered, ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading, 
and,  by  consent,  read  a third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  the  senate  took  up 
Mr.  Williams’  motion  fori  ave  to  bring  in  a bill  for 
instituting  a joint  commission— British  and  Ameii- 
can — of  exploration  and  survey,  to  determine  the 
northeastern  boundary  of  the  United  States  on  the 
basis  ol  the  treaty  ol  1733. 

Mr.  Webster  spoke  at  large  on  the  subject,  chiefly 
with  a view  to  show  that  the  line  designated  by  ti  e 
treaty  of  1733  was  well  defined,  and  easily  and 
readily  to  be  found. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Buchanan , with  the  assent  of 
the  mover,  the  motion  for  leave  was  again  laid  on 
the  table,  with  a view  to  call  it  up  to-morrow  or 
next  day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Preston,  the  senate  took  up*he 
joint  resolution  odered  by  him  to  annex  Texas  to 
the  United  Slates. 

Mr.  Southard,  remarking  on  the  number  of  sena- 
tors absent,  and  the  importance  of  the  measure  pro- 
posed, moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  fhe  table. 
Mr.  Preston  inquired  if  this  was  designed  to  be  final 
for  this  session  in  regard  to  the  resolution.  Mr. 
Southard  replied  that  he  could  speak  only  lor  him- 
self; but,  as  far  as  he  was  concerned,  it  was  design- 
ed to  be  final,  as  lie  should  not  vote  for  again  taking 
it  up  at  this  session,  but  he  temporarily  withdrew 
the  motion  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  Calhoun,  who  objected  to  that  part  of  the 
preamble  which  declares  that  a portion  ofthe  United 
States  territory  was  surrendered  by  the  treaty  with 
Spain;  but  spoke  strongly  in  favor  of  the  main  ob- 
ject of  the  resolution,  and  expressed  the  hone  that 
if  the  resolution  were  now  laid  on  the  table,  it 
wonln  shortly  again  be  called  up. 

Alter  a brief  conversation  by  Messrs.  Preston, 
iAimpkin,  Calhoun,  and  Southard,  almost  wholly  re- 
lating to  the  question  whether  the  resolution  if 
now  laid  on  the  table,  would  probably  again  be  cal- 
led up,  Mr.  Southard,  having  in  the  course  of  the 
conversation,  a second  time  made  and  withdrawn 
his  motion  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table,  de- 
clared, in  a spirit  of  courtesy,  that  he  should  not 
again  renew  it;  whereupon,  Mr.  Norvell  renewed 
the  motion  to  lay  the  resolution  oe  the  table; 
w'hich  motion  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  as 
follows; 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Bavard,  Brown,  Bucha- 
nan, Clay,  of  Ken..  Clayton,  Davis,  Hubbard,  King, 
Knight.  Lyon,  McKean,  Nicholas.  Niles,  Norvell, 
Pierce,  Roane,  Robinson,  Southard,  Wall,  Webster, 
Williams,  Wright,  Young — 24. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Benton,  Calhoun,  Cuthberf, 
Fulton.  Grundy,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Mouton,  Preston, 
Rives,  Sevier,  Strange.  Trotter,  White — 14. 

On  motion  ol  Mr.  LJnn,  the  senate  proceeded  to 
consider  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Pierre  Menard  and 
others. 

This  hill  w'as  discussed  at  much  length  by  Messrs. 
Linn.  Grundy,  Niles,  Robinson.  Wriaht,  and  Lay. 
ard.  atid,  on  motion  of  Mt.  Hubbard,  was  for  the 
time  laid  on  the  table. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

In  the  house,  the  bill  to  authorize  the  issuing 
land  warrants  in  certain  cases  was  read  flip  third 
time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  senate  for  concur  nen 

A joint  resolution  in  favor  of  the  anti  orities  of 
the  city  of  Savannah,  Georgia,  was  read  the  third 
time  and  passed. 

The  amendment  of  the  senate  to  the  bill  making 
an  appropriation  for  completing  the  public- build- 
ings in  Wisconsin,  was  concurred  in  by  the  house. 
So  the  bill  is  passed. 
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The  amendments  ofthe  senate  to  the  amendments 
of  the  house  to  the  hill  “appropriating;  alternate 
sections  of  land  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a canal 
from  Rock  river  to  Milwaukie,  in  Winconsin,” 
were  concurred  in  by  the  house. 

Mr.  C.H.  Williams  moved  to  take  up  Mr.  Booms 
resolution  to  fix  a day  of  adjournment.  Objection 
being  made,  he  moved  to  suspend  the  rules,  and 
asked  the  yeas  and  nays;  which,  being  taking,  re- 
sulted as  follows:  Yeas  82,  nays  55. 

There  not  being  two-thirds,  the  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  Potts  moved  to  publish  two-thousand  extra 
copies  of  a report  of  the  secretary  ofthe  navy  on 
the  exploring  expedition;  but  the  motion  was  neg- 
atived. 

Mr.  Pannier,  of  Pennsylvania,  on  leave,  present- 
ed a memorial  in  favor  ofthe  sub-treasuary  bill. 

Mr.  Curler  once  more  made  an  effort  to  get  a day 
appointed  for  the  consideration  of  certain  bills  to 
extend  the  pension  laws  to  Indian  wars,  but  he 
again  failed:  Yeas  8S,  nay  81;  (not  two-thirds.) 

Tne  house  then  resumed  the  unfinished  business, 
of  yesterday  morning. 

And  the  question  being  on  the  following  resolu- 
tion, reported  yesterday  by  Mr.  Diomgoole,  from 
the  committee  on  foreign  affairs: 

“ Resolved , That  the  committee  on  foreign  af- 
fairs be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
ofthe  whole  subject,  and  that  all  the  papers  relat- 
ing thereto,  and  to  them  referred,  be  laid  on  the 
table.” 

And  on  the  amendment  thereto  by  Mr.  Cushing, 
Mr.  Howard  rose,  but  yielded  the  floor  at  the  re- 
quest of  Mr.  W.  Thompson,  who  moved  to  amend 
tne  amendment  as  follows: 

Strike  out  all  after  “instructions,”  and  insert; 
“To  report  a joint  resolution,  directing  the  presi- 
dent to  take  the  proper  steps  for  the  annexation  of 
Texas  to  the  United  States,  as  soon  as  it  can  be 
done  consistently  with  the  treaty  stipulations  of 
this  government.” 

Mr.  Howard  said  that  he  regretted  that  the  propo- 
sition of  the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  (Mr. 
Cushman)  for  the  previous  question  had  not  been 
sustained  yesterday  by  the  house.  Pie  could  not 
anticipate  a single  good  result  from  the  prolonga- 
tion of  a general  debate  upon  the  subject  of  Texas, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  many  evils,  even  greater  than 
the  useless  consumption  of  valuable  time.  As 
the  vote  of  the  house,  however,  has  been  against 
the  previous  question,  he  had  risen  yesterday  to 
vindicate,  as  far  as  he  could,  the  committee  on  fo- 
reign affairs  from  the  implied  charge  of  failure  to 
perform  a duty  entrusted  to  them  by  the  house. 
The  amendment  now  offered  by  the  gentleman  Irom 
South  Carolina  (Mr.  Thompson)  gives  to  the  ques- 
tion an  entirely  new  aspect,  and  he  would  be  com- 
pelled to  digress  from  what  had  been  his  sole,  and 
still  was  his  main  purpose,  in  order  to  make  some 
remarks  upon  the  new  stale  of  the  case.  The  house 
was'master  of  its  own  actions,  and  could,  no  doubt, 
originate  a proposal  for  the  annexation  of  Texas  to 
the  United  States;  but  a committee  could  only  act 
upon  the  matters  referred  to  them,  and  he  intended 
to  show  that  no  proposition  had  been  heretofore  be- 
fore the  house;  and,  consequently,  the  committee 
could  have  made  no  other  report,  with  propriety, 
than  the  one  which  they  had  made.  A reference 
to  the  journal  would  show  that,  at  an  early  period 
of  the  session,  the  house  had,  by  the  decisive  vote 
of  127  to  63,  five  more  than  the  majority  of  the  en- 
tire house,  determined  to  lay  upon  the  table  all 
memorials  upon  the  subject  of  Texas.  All  com- 
mittees ought  to  regulate  their  action  by  the  ex- 
pressed will  of  the  house.  He  thought  this  posi- 
tion would  not  be  disputed.  The  subject  would, 
therefore,  have  slept  upon  the  clerk’s  table,  if  a pe- 
tition, presented  afterwards  by  one  of  the  delega- 
tion from  Maine  (Mr.  Noyes,)  had  not  been  Ve- 
fetred  to  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs,  when  the, 
attention  of  the  house  w7as  not  called  to  it.  Juris- 
diction having  been  thus  given  to  the  committee  by 
the  relerence  of  this  straggling  petition,  there 
ceas“d  to  he  any  objection  to  the  adoption  of  a reso- 
lution offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  Adams,)  sending  to  them  the  entire  mass  of 
petitions  from  individuals,  the  magnitude  of  which 
might  be  measured  by  cubic  feet,  and,  also,  the  re- 
solutions of  several  legislatures,  which  had  express- 
ed their  opinions  upon  the  subject.  But  he  did  not 
consider  these  papers  as  raising  a question.  They 
were  only  intended,  he  thought,  to  bear  upon  the 
question  after  it  was  raised  in  some  other  way.  At 
the  extra  session  we  had  printed  and  circulated  a 
large  edition  ofthe  correspondence  between  Mr. 
Forsyth  and  gen.  Hunt,  and,  although  the  proposi- 
tion for  annexation  was  not  entertained  by  the 
president,  yet  there  was  a reasonable  ground  for 
supposing  that  the  subject  might  be  renewed,  and 
all  these  evidences  of  public  opinion  were  probably 
prepared  to  meet  the  contingency  when  it  should 


happen.  But  it  had  not  happened.  The  docu- , 
ments  before  us  show  that  it  had  not.  On  the  4th 
of  August,  1837,  gen.  Hunt  addressed  a letter  to 
the  secretary  of  state,  proposing  the  annexation  of 
Texas  to  the  United  States:  and  in  his  reply  of  the 
25th  of  August,  Mr.  Forsyth  not  only  declines  the 
proposition,  but  even  declines  to  reserve  it  for  future 
consideration.  No  language  could  be  more  explicit 
than  this.  It  was  impossible  to  mistake  it.  The 
minister  plenipotentiary  of  Texas,  in  his  answer  of 
September  12,  showed  that  he  did  not  mistake  it,  as 
will  be  evident  from  the  following  paragraph: 

“The  undersigned  most  respectfully  assures  the 
honorable  Mr.  Forsyth,  and,  through  him,  his  ex- 
cellency the  president  of  the  United  States,  that 
the  prompt  and  decisive  rejection  of  the  proposi- 
tion for  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United 
States  will  not  be  imputed  to  an  unfriendly  spirit 
towards  the  government  and  people  of  Texas.” 

The  jirompt  and  decisive  rejection  ofthe  proposi- 
tion. It  was,  indeed,  so.  There  was  no  proposi- 
tion, therefore,  pending  before  the  executive  branch 
ot  the  government,  and,  of  course,  this  house  had 
none  before  it,  derived  from  the  documents  com- 
municated by  the  president.  From  what  quarter, 
therefore,  could  any  proposition  have  come,  so  as 
to  place  before  the  com  nittee  a subject  upon  which 
they  could  act?  There  was  none  from  Texas,  and 
he  thought  there  was  none  either  in  the  resolutions 
of  legislatures,  or  petitions  of  individuals,  which 
had  flooded  the  house  in  such  numbers. 

At  this  point  the  morning  hour  expired,  and  the 
discussion  went  over  to  to-morrow. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness of  yesterday,  and  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  pre-emption  bill. 

After  some  desultory  conversation,  the  question 
was  put  on  the  first  amendment  reported  from  the 
committee  ofthe  whole,  as  follows: 

Strike  out  all  after  the  word  “provisions,”  and  in- 
sert: “Certain  fractions'  or  regular  legal  subdivi- 
sions ofthe  public  lands,  which  have  been  reserved 
from  sale  in  consequence  of  the  filing  of  a claim  to 
a French  or  Spanish  grant  or  donation,  which  was 
found,  or  which  hereatter  may  be  found,  on  actual 
survey  or  location  of  such  claim  or  claims,  to  be 
without  the  limits  of  said  claim,  or  any  other  re- 
servation, except  as  is  hereinbefore  specified.” 

This  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  second  amendment  was  then  read, as  follows: 
“Or  to  the  lands  lately'  acquired  by  treaty  with 
the  Miami  tribe  of  Indians  in  the  state  of  Indiana, 
of  which  proclamation  was  made  by  the  president 
ofthe  United  States  on  the  22d  day  of  December, 
1837,” 

Mr.  Lincoln  now'  offered  his  amendment  to  this 
amendment,  as  follows: 

“In  line  thirty-first,  after  the  word  states,  add: 
or  to  any  sections  or  fractions  of  sections  of  land 
included  within  the  location  of  any  incorporated 
town,  or  to  the  alternate  sections  to  other  alternate 
sections  granted  to  the  use  of  any7  canal,  railroad,  or 
other  public  improvement  on  the  route  of  such  canal, 
raihoad,  or  other  public  improvement,  or  to  any 
portions  of  been  actually  selected  as  sites  for  cities 
or  towns,  lotted  into  smaller  quantities  than  eighty 
acres,  and  settled  upon  and  occupied  for  the  purposes 
of  trade,  arid  not  of  agricultural  cultivation  and 
improvement.” 

The  amendment  was  debated  at  considerable 
length  by  Messrs.  Lincoln,  Harrison,  Sherrod  Wil- 
liams, Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  Crury,  Boon,  Goode, 
and  Tillinghast. 

When  the  question  being  taken  upon  Mr.  Lin- 
coln’s amendment,  it  was  carried,  and  the  amend- 
ment thus  amended  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  the  following: 

“Nor  shall  the  benefit  of  this  act  extend  to  any 
person  who  has  availed  himself  of  a pre-emption 
right  to  the  entry  of  any  of  the  public  lands,  and 
acquired  a title  thereto  by  reason  of  such  entry.” 
Mr  Ewing  moved  a proviso  to  this  amendment, 
but  the  chair  pronounced  it  out  of  order  at  this 
time.  Mr.  White,  of  Indiana,  also  moved  a pro- 
viso, which  shared  the  same  fate.  Mr.  Yell,  Mr. 
Lyon,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  Mr.  Harlan,  Mr. 
Pope,  Mr.  Marvin,  Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Caro- 
lina, debated  the  amendment  until  the  expiration  of 
the  morning  silting,  (at  2 o’clock.) 

The  house  then,  according  to  the  order  recently 
established,  took  a recess  to  half  past  3 o’clock. 

In  the  evening  session  the  bill  was  finally  order- 
ed to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading  by  a vote  of 
132  to  70.  Particulars  in  our  next. 

CHRONICLE. 

New  Hampshire.  The  legislature  of  this  state 
met  at  Concord  on  Wednesday  last,  and  organized 
by  choosing  Samuel  Jones,  president,  and  Asa 
Fowler,  clerk  of  the  senate,  and  Ira  A.  Eastman, 
speaker,  and  Jeremiah  Elkins,  clerk  of  the  house. 


Orr  the  vote  for  speaker,  honorable  Icbabod  Bartlett 
(whig)  received  107  votes,  and  Mr.  Eastman  125. 
Jacob  B.  Moore,  of  Concord,  was  the  whig  candi- 
date for  clerk  of  the  house. 

Two  Giraffes  have  arrived  at  New  York  in  the 
barque  Prudent,  from  South  Africa— another  died 
on  the  way.  They  were  imported  for  a Boston 
company,  and  cost  the  proprietors  about  ten  thou- 
sand dollars  each. 

In  118  towns  in  Connecticut,  out  of  135  in  the 
stale,  there  are  707  insane  and  idiotic  poor,  of  w hom 
59  are  in  close  confinement.  It  is  found  that  60 
persons  become  insane  in  the  state  on  an  average, 
per  annum.  A committee  of  the  legislature  re- 
commend the  establishing  of  a state  lunatic  asylum, 
capable  of  accommodating  120  patients. 

The  New  York  Gazette  of  Saturday  states  that 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Eastburn  has  declined  to  accept  the 
office  of  bishop  of  Maryland,  to  which  station  he 
was  recently  elected  by  the  episcopal  convention  of 
that  diocess. 

A great  load.  The  Cleveland  Herald  states  that 
on  Saturday,  the  canal  boat  Danube,  belonging  to 
the  Swiftsure  line,  brought  to  Cleveland  by  the  ca- 
nal, a cargo  consisting  of  1,620  bushels  of  wheat, 
100  barrels  flour,  and  1,772  lbs.  furniture — weigh- 
ing, in  all,  120,572  lbs;  being  larger  by  1,530  ibs. 
than  any  cargo  previously  transported  on  the  canal. 

The  Newport  Mercury  of  Saturday  announces 
that  that  number  completes  eighty  years  since  the 
said  paper  was  first  published  by  James,  elder 
brother  of  Dr.  Benjamin  Franklin. 

Expedition.  A requisition  for  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion made  by  general  Maulsby  at  Havre-de-grace 
on  the  8th  instant,  addressed  to  the  executive  at 
Annapolis,  65  miles  off,  was  answered  by  the  delive- 
ry of  200  muskets  and  a full  supply  of  hall  car- 
tridges at  Havre-de-grace  at  noon  on  the  10th  in- 
stant. This  extraordinary  despatch  was  accom- 
plished by  means  of  the  facilities  afforded  by  the 
Baltimore  and  Philadelphia  rail  read.  The  know- 
ledge ofthe  receipt  of  the  arms  had  the  happy  effect 
of  quieting  the  riotously  disposed  among  the  canal 
laborers,  and  we  are  satisfied  that  we  shall  not 
hear  of  any  further  disturbances. 

[Baltimore  Ameri  can. 

Health  of  Washington  City.  The  president  ofthe 
board  of  health  reports  thirty-three  deaths  for  the 
mouth  of  May.  Of  these  there  were  of  (he  age  of 
two  years  and  under,  12;  between  two  and  ten,  2; 
between  ten  and  thirty,  5;  between  thirty  and  fifty, 
7;  between  fifty  and  eighty,  7. 

Diseases.- — Measels,  5;  consumption,  4;  rheuma- 
tism, 1;  apoplexy,  3;  not  reported,  4;  bilious  pleuri- 
sy, 3;  still  born,  4;  inflammation  of  lungs,  3;  de- 
cline. 4,  scarlet  fever,  2. 

The  anniversary.  There  is  to  be  a great  military 
encampment  in  Trenton  on  the  4th  July.  The 
whole  militia  of  New  Jersey  will  most  probably  be 
on  the  spot,  together  with  many  uniform  compa- 
nies from  New  York  and  Philadelphia.  No  better 
spot  for  a tented  field  could  have  been  selected  than 
this  revolutionary  battle  ground.  Baltimore  also 
will  be  represented  on  the  occasion.  Tile  Maryland 
Cadets,  captain  Newman,  and  the  Baltimore"  Cily 
Guards,  captain  Thompson,  two  of  the  best  drilled 
volunteer  corps,  intend  joining  in  the  grand  display. 
They  will  act  as  a batallion  under  the  command  of 
captain  Newman. 

Ornithological  Society.  At  a meeting  on  Friday, 
it  was  announced  that  the  commissioners  oi  wood3 
and  forests  were  about  to  make  ponds  in  the  island 
in  St.  James’  park,  for  the  use  of  (he  aquatic  birds 
there  located.  It  w as  stated,  as  a curious  tact,  that 
many  of  the  birds  in  the  park  fly  away,  even  for 
months,  but  invariably  return,  if  not  anested  by 
the  murderous  aim  of  ihe  fowler.  [London  paper 

Boole  binding  with  india  rubber,  recently  discover- 
ed by  Mr.  Hancock,  ol  London,  where  if  is  patron- 
ized by  the  Bank  of  England,  insurance  companies, 
and  many  ol  Ihe  most  extensive  merchants,  has  been 
patented  in  the  United  Statts,  by  the  inventor,  and 
is  now7  introduced  in  New  York  by  Peter  A.  Me- 
sier.  Sewing  is  completely  superseded  : and  Ihe 
book  pr  ledger  opens  so  perfectly  as  to  present  a 
full,  fiat  page,  that  may  be  w ritten  upon  to  the  very 
edge.  The  sheets  are  originally  cemented  foge"- 
ther  w ith  a solution  of  the  rubber.  Library  books 
are  bound  in  the  same  waj. 

A company  formed  at  Paris  for  exploring  the  ru- 
ins of  Carthage,  has  already  met  with  great  suc- 
cess. A large  house  has  been  discovered  on  the 
margin  of  the  sea,  near  Bourj  Jcdid.  Paintings  in 
fresco,  similar  to  those  at  Pompeii,  adorn  many  of 
the  rooms,  and  beautiful  mosaics,  representing  men, 
women,  and  nymphs,  fishes  of  various  kinds,  tigers, 
gazelles,  &c.  have  been  found.  Fifteen  cases  with 
these  precious  relics  have  arrived  at  Toulon,  and 
will  be  brought  to  Paris. 
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Most  melancholy  disasters.  We  add  two 
more  to  the  long  catalogue  of  terrible  disasters  by 
steam,  by  which  nparly  two  hundred  individuals, 
comprising  the  worth,  intelligence  and  beauty  of 
our  country  have  met  an  untimely  death.  The  de- 
tails, though  meager,  are  most  heart-rending,  but 
fall  tar  short  ol  the  dreadful  events  in  those  scenes 
of  death.  Deeply,  most  deeply,  do  we  sympathize 
with  the  friends  ol  the  survivors  whose  hearls  have 
been  made  desolate,  but  yet  have  no  hope  that  this 
sacrifice  ot  life  and  the  living  misery  it  has  entailed, 
will  prevent  similar  occurrences  in  future.  The 
public  mind  has  become  callous  from  their  fre- 
quency; and,  as  if  in  mockery  of  the  sufferers,  al- 
most at  the  moment  when  their  shrieks  of  despair 
were  soundingover  the  wide  waste  of  waters,  some 
of  the  representatives  of  the  nation  were  declaiming 
against  the  right  of  congress  to  save  their  lives' 
And  it  was  only  a fewdavs  since,  that  vve  read  in  one 
of  (he  papers,  published  in  the  city  from  which  the 
Pulaski  sailed,  a frivolous  anecdote  directly  tend- 
ing to  encourage  (hat  spirit  of  competition  which, 
it  is  said,  caused  her  destruction.  Oh!  most  hu- 
mane legislators,  most  charitable  editors!  Yon 
condemn  the  wretch  to  the  penitentiary  who,  in  a 
drunken  brawl,  stabs  his  comrade,  but  commend 
those  as  experienced  and  able  who  for  the  accursed 
spirit  of  gain,  deliberately  jeopard  a hundred  lives 
on  which  are  linked  a thousand  destinies. 

P.  S.  It  is  with  great  joy  we  state  that  the  fol- 
lowing persons  have  b-en  rescued  from  the  wreck 
of  the  Pulaski,  in  addition  to  those  enumerated  in 
the  account  published  in  page  259: 

A.  Lovejoy.  Camden  co.,  Georgia;  maj.  Heath, 
Baltimore;  maj.  Twiggs  and  son,  Richmond  co.’ 
Gen.;  Mr.  Greenwood,  Augusta,  Geo.;  Mr.  O’Gre- 
. ffory>  Augusta,  Goo.;  Mrs.  Noah  Smith,  Augusta, 
Geo.;  Miss  Rebecca  Lamar,  Augusta.  Geo.;  Clias. 
Lamar,  Savannah;  Robert  S-abiook,  Edisfo  Island 
S.  C.;  Masters  T.  & W.  Whaley,  (2)  Edisto  Island, 
S.  C,;  Mr.  R.  Hutchinson,  Savannah;  Mr.  A.  Ham- 
ilton, Augusta,  Geo.;  capt.  Pearsnn,  Baltimore; 
Mr.  Edings.  Edisto  Island,  S.  C.;  Mr.  C.  Ward, 
Savannah;  Chicken,  1st  engineer;  E.  Joseph,  New 
York;  C.  W.  Clifton,  Canton,  Mississippi;  D. 
Walker,  and  nephew  Thomas  Downing,  Charleston; 

Warren  Freeman,  Macon,  Geo.;  unknown- 

John  Cape,  fireman,  Baltimore;  fireman;  Pa- 

trick and  Bill,  deck  hands;  Rhynah,  a negro  women; 
a negro  woman  belonging  to  Dr.  Stewart. 

Constitutional  scruples  ! ! ! It  being  deem- 
ed important  that  the  people  should  have  within 
their  reach  for  information  and  reference,  official 
accounts  of  the  proceedings  of  their  representa- 
tives and  the  laws  passed  by  them,  the  committee 
on  the  librai  v,  as  one  mode  of  accomplishing  such 
object,  recently  reported  a resolution  authorizing 
the  clerk  of  the  house  of  representatives  to  sub- 
scribe for  certain  copies  oftlie  “Register”  lor  each 
member  thereof  (to  be  deposited  with  the  cffirks  of' 
the  different  counties,  or  otherwise  disposed  of  so 
that  the  public  could  have  access  to  them) pro- 

vided vve  would  agree  to  publish  in  it,  weekly,  the 
journals  of  both  houses  of  congress,  with  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  all  questions  decided,  and  at  the  eiid  of 
of  every  session  all  the  laws  passed  or  treaties  rati- 
fied. This  proposition,  if  agreed  to,  would,  as  ex- 
plained by  the  chainnan  of  the  committee  on  the 
library,  have  enabled  ns  to  distribute  about  eight 
thousand  copies  of  the  journals  every  week,  and  the 
same  number  of  copies  of  the  laws  at  the  end  of  every 
session,  in  a suitable  form  for  reference,  at  a cost  of 
about  #5,000  per  annum,  to  the  nation, — -or  about  one 
hall  ot  Ihe  amountof  the  pxpense  we  would  have  to 
incur  to  do  the  work.  And  yet  it  was  rejected  in 
consequence  of  the  constitutional  scruples  of  cer- 
tain members,  who  could  not  agree  to  vote  for 
books!  We  cried  content  to  this  decision,  though 
we  thought,  and,  still  think,  that  the  project  of  tile 
committee  on  the  library  was  intended  to  fulfil  to 
the  letter,  that  provision  of  the  constitution  which 
declares  that  congress  shall  publish  a journal  of  its 
proceedings. 
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Thus  content,  we  had  banished  the  decision  of 
the  house  from  our  mind,  when  not  long  since  our 
attention  was  attracted  bv  A CART  HEAVI 
LY  LADEN  WITH  HANDSOMELY  BOUND 
BOOKS,  standing  before  the  door  of  one  of  our 
respectable  boarding  houses — and  were  informed 
that  they  belonged  to  the  delegation  from  one  of  the 
small  states,  and  were  but  a small  portion  of  a mass 
for  which  large  sums  had  been  recently  appropria- 
ted by  congress!!!  Now,  without  casting  the 
slightest  imputation  upon  congress,  we  think  this 
case  presents  a singular  commentary  upon  consli- 
tutional  scruples!  Why,  that  cart  load  of  hooks, 
a gift  to  six  or  seven  individuals,  cost  the  people 
nearly  as  much  money  asonr  project  to  place  the 
journals  and  laws  in  the  hands  of  every  voter  in 
the  country,  at  the  least  possible  price,  would 
have  cost  the  government  for  one  year — and  we 
verily  believe,  that  the  money  voted  for  books 
within  the  last  few  years,  would  pay  the  cost  often 
thousand  copies  of  the  journal  a\d  laws,  to  be  pub- 
lished on  our  plan,  for  TWENTY -FIVE  YEARS!!! 
And  yet  in  the  one  case  it  is  constitutional,  and  in 
the  other  it  is  not ! 

We  make  no  comments  upon  this  subject,  and 
merely  state  the  facts  for  the  information  of  those 
who  have  expressed  their  surprise  at  the  result  of 
the  decision  upon  the  proposition  of  Ihe  committee 
on  the  library.  We  embrace  the  occasion,  how- 
ever, to  say  that  we  are  determined  to  publish  the 
journals  and  laws  on  our  own  responsibility,  as 
soon  as  vve  feel  authorized  to  incur  the  extra  ex- 
pense. The  journals  are  the  only  infallible  exposi- 
tion of  the  conduct  of  a representative,  and  ought  to 
be  in  the  hands,  or  within  the  reach,  of  every  con- 
stituent— especially  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  speak 
a language  that  cannot  be  misunderstood.  Willi 
the  laws  and  journals  added  to  the  documentary 
articles  with  which  our  pages  are  filled,  we  hazard 
nothing  in  saying,  that  the  “Register”  must  be- 
come the  most  useful  political  journal  ever  pub- 
lished, and  that  it  will  confer  great  and  lasting 
benefits  upon  posterity. 

Virginia.  The  Virginia  commercial  conven- 
tion which  convened  at  Richmond  in  the  early  part 
ol  last  week,  adjourned  on  Saturday  last.  Among 
the  resolutions  adopted  was  the  following: 

“ Resolved,  That  a vigorous  and  persevering 
effort  be  made  to  build  up  and  sustain  a large  and 
increasing  foreign  import  trade — that  a committee 
of  merchants  be  appointed,  to  sit  after  the  adjourn- 
ment ot  the  convention,  to  prepare  an  address  to 
our  fellow  citizens,  unfolding  the  importance  of 
such  a Irade,  and  the  ready  capacity  of  Virginia  to 
obtain  it^— staling  the  support  the  trade  will  derive 
from  an  increase  of  bank  facilities,  under  such  re- 
strictions and  modifications  as  the  wisdom  of  tiie 
legislature  may  devise,  and  from  an  addition  to  the 
banking  capital,  if  the  addition  authorized  by  the 
existing  laws  shall  be  found,  after  a sufficient  trial, 
to  be  inadequate  to  sustain  and  support  the  vari 
ous  interests  of  the  commonwealth — and  stating 
the  aid  the  trade  will  derive  from  a judicious  sys- 
tem of  internal  improvements;  and  that  the  legisla- 
ture be  respectfully  requested  to  meet  the  advances 
of  any  neighboring  state,  who  tnay  have  enacted 
laws  to  transport  her  products  and  merchandize 
into  Virginia.” 

The  convention  also  recommended  another  state 
convention  to  assemble  in  Norfolk  in  November 
next,  and  the  appointment  of  delegates  to  the  Au- 
gusta (Geo.)  convention. 

Death  of  Talleyrand.  This  extraordinary 
man,  died  on  the  17th  of  May.  He  had  been  out 
in  his  carriage  on  Ihe  previous  Sunday;  but  a slight 
sore  produced  an  anthrax,  or  gangrene,  and  he  was 
thus  carried  off  in  his  84th  year.  He  had  for  some 
time  written  and  addressed  to  the  pope  a retraction 
of  his  conduct  at  the  famous  ceremony  of  the  fed- 
eration, where  he  forgot  his  episcopal  ordination, 
and  condescended  to  bless  that  democratic  and 
somewhat  heathen  ceremony.  He  received  abso- 
lution, extreme  unction,  and  died  in  the  peace  of 
the  catholic  church;  although  the  archbishop  of 
Paris,  to  whom  the  prince  had  sent  a copy"  of  his 
letter  to  the  pope,  kept  aloof  from  his  bedside. 
King  Louis  Philippe,  however,  visited  the  death- 
bed ot  the  veteran  statesman,  whose  respect  lot- 
etiquette  and  courtly  ideas  was  manifest,  even  in 


his  dying  moments.  He  insisted  on  presenting  to 
the  king  all  who  happened  to  be  with  him,  and  had 
not  undergone  that  ceremony,  and  he  acknouledg- 
ed  the  king’s  visit,  not  as  the  act  of  warm  and 
private  friendship,  but  as  “a  great  honor  done  to 
iiis  house.”  Madame  Adelaide,  sirter  of  the  king 
also  visited  the  prince.  Messrs.  Thiers  and  Mole 
also  attended  his  last  monents.  [ Morning  Chroidcle. 

In  an  article  on  this  subject,  the  Courier  Fran- 
cnis  says:  “He  quitted  life  vvith  a calmness  that 
could  not  have  heen  exceeded  by  the  purest  con- 
science. In  death  he  preserved  all  the  stoicism 
(inipassibilite ) of  his  life.  He  went  out  of  the  world 
like  a true  courtier,  by  using  flattering  words  to  his 
king,  and  like  a true  diplomatist  by  negoriating 
with  the  pope,  with  whom,  as  a consecrated  bishop, 
a married  priest,  and  excommunicated  catholic,  he 
had  many  accounts  to  settle.” 

Great  preparations  were  making  in  Paris  for  the 
funeral  of  prince  Talleyrand.  Upholsterers  were 
employed  during  the  whole  of  one  day  in  deco- 
rating the  church  of  the  Assumption  and  the  Ar- 
dent chapel,  in  which  he  was  to  be  laid  out  in 
state,  an  hour  before  the  funeral  ceremony.  The 
court-yard  of  his  hotel  was  hung  in  black,  and 
in  the  centre  stood  a rich  canopy,  tinder  which 
the  body  was  to  be  exposed  previous  to  its  being 
conveyed  to  the  church.  The  corps  diploma  tigveAhp 
authorities,  the  chamber  of  peers,  were  !o  attend 
at  the  funeral,  and  the  four  corners  of  the  pall  were 
to  be  borne  by  Marshal  Sonlt,  Chancellor  Pasquier, 
Count  Mole,  president  of  the  council,  and  the 
Duke  of  Broglie,  as  grand  dignitaries  of  the  order 
of  tiie  legion  of  honor.  Four  of  the  royal  car- 
riages were  to  follow  the  procession 

The  Great  Western  arrived  at  New  York 
from  Bristol  on  Sunday  morning  last,  having  sailed 
from  Bristol  on  the  4tti  inst.  She  arrived  at  Bristol 
from  New  York  in  fourteen  days,  on  which  occa- 
sion a grand  entertainment  was  given  on  hoard  of 
her.  The  Sirius  reached  Falmouth  from  New  York 
in  eighteen  days,  and  returned  to  New  York  on  Mon- 
day last  in  seventeen  days  from  Cork,  whither  she 
went  from  Falmouth.  The  political  advices  brought 
by  these  ships  are  not  of  much  interest.  The 
Sirius  is  to  sail  to-day  from  New  York  for  London. 
The  Great  Western  goes  on  Monday. 

Express  mail  robbed.  The  Nashville  Whig 
of  the  16th  states  that  the  express  mail  was  robbed 
on  the  night  of  the  13th  on  the  Louisville  road,  near 
Beacon  creek.  The  express  horse  was  stopped  in 
the  road  by  the  robber  and  the  rider  dismounted  and 
tied  to  a sappling.  The  saddle  bags  were  carried 
about  a mile  into  tile  barrens,  cut  open,  and  the 
most  part  of  their  contents  carried  off.  The  mail, 
it  is  said,  was  a large,  and  no  doubt  a very  valuable 
one,  containing,  as  it  did.  the  letter  packages  from 
New  Orleans  of  the  8th  and  9th,  Mobile  of  the  10th 
ard  Nashville  of  the  13th  inst.  No  clue  has  yet 
been  found  to  the  name  of  the  robber,  nor  is  it 
certain  that  there  was  only  one  concerned. 

From  the  “Globe"  of  Saturday  night. 

A MAIL  DESTROYED  BY  FIRE. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  ihe  postmaster  at  Silver  Creek, 
New  York. 

Post  office.  Silver  Creek,  N.  Y.,  June  16,  1838. 

Sir:  The  mail  from  Toledo,  Ohio,  for  Buffalo, 
New  York,  by  the  steamboat  Washington,  of  the 
14th  inst.  was  burnt  in  said  boat  off  this  port  this 
morning  about  4 o'clock. 

The  destruction  was  so  rapid  that  nothing  was 
saved;  the  passengers  that  escaped,  did  so  by  swim- 
ming about  two  mijes  to  land. 

I have  advised  the  postmasters  at  Toledo  and 
Buffalo  of  this  event,  that  they  may  advise  those  in- 
terested of  the  loss  of  these  letters. 

Respectfully.  &c. 

W.  Van  Duzen,  p.  m. 

Hon.  A.  Kendall,  postmaster  general. 

Naval  On  Wednesday  last  the  nomination  of 
James  K.  Paulding,  to  he  secretary  of  the  navy,  vice 
M.  Dickerson,  resigned,  was  confirmed  by  the  se- 
nate. 

On  the  same  day,  also,  was  confirmed  the  nomi- 
nation of  John  R.  Livingston,  to  be  navy  agent  for 
the  port  of  New  York,  vice  J.  K.  Paulding- 
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The  murder  in  Arkansas.  The  Little  Rock 
Gazette  of  the  23d  inst.,  contains  a full  and  detailed 
account  of  the  trial  of  colonel  John  Wilson,  late 
speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives,  and  mem- 
ber from  Clarke  county,  for  the  murder  of  major  J. 
J.  Anthony,  member  from  the  county  of  Randolph, 
on  the  4th  day  of  December  last.  There  were  six 
witnesses  examined  on  behalf  of  the  state,  and  two 
in  behalf  of  the  accused. 

It  appears  from  the  testimony,  that  this  unfortu- 
nate occurrence  originated  in  an  allusion  made  by 
Mr.  Anthony,  with  regard  to  the  Real  Estate  Bank, 
of  which  the  speaker  was  president.  The  deceased 
was  speaking  on  a bill  relative  to  granting  pre- 
miums for  killing  wolves;  the  bill  required  that  an 
affidavit  be  made  before  a magistrate  previous  to  the 
payment  of  premium. 

Mr.  Anthony  moved  to  strike  out  the  word  magis- 
trate, and  insert  the  “president  of  the  Real  Estate 
Bank.”  The  speaker  immediately  asked,  “do  you 
mean  to  insult  the  chair?  If  you  do,  you  will  take 
it  back  very  quick.”  Mr.  A.  disclaimed  any  in- 
sult, but  observed  that  he  thought  “the  certificates 
should  be  signed  by  a man  of  great  dignity.”  As 
soon  as  those  words  were  uttered,  the  speaker  left 
the  chair,  and  as  he  descended,  drew'  his  bovvie 
kniie,  having  a blade  nine  inches  long.  Mr.  A. 
then  left  his  seat,  and  drew  his  knife,  blade  twelve 
inches  long,  advanced  towards  the  speaker — flour- 
ishing the  knife — made  two  passps,  and  struck  him 
on  the  arm.  Wilson  retreated  a few  paces,  and  as 
he  was  again  in  the  act  of  advancing,  Anthony 
threw  his  knife  and  afterwards  a chair  at  him. 
Wilson  then  rushed  towards  Anthony,  who  imme- 
diately picked  up  another  chair  to  defend  himself. 
Wilson  caught  it,  made  a thrust  with  his  knife  un- 
derneath the  chair,  which  entered  Anthony’s  breast, 
who  immediately  fell  and  expired. 

The  verdict  of  the  jury  was,  “guilty  of  excusable 
homicide.”  The  prisoner  was  then  discharged. 

In  speaking  of  major  Anthony,  the  Gazette  ob- 
serves, “he  was  an  officer  of  the  war  of  1812  with 
Great  Britain,  and  was  ore  of  the  gallant  defenders 
of  Fort  Sandusky;  subsequently  served  in  the  Creek 
war,  under  general  Jackson,  where  he  acquitted 
himself  in  such  a manner,  as  to  give  entire  satis- 
faction to  that  distinguished  military  chief.” 

Smithsonian  legacy.  The  Pennsylvanian 
states,  on  the  authority  of  a letter  from  London, 
that  “ the  hon.  Richard  Rush  has  obtained  an  abso- 
lute decree  for  the  Smithsonian  bequest,  and  that 
the  money  has  been  paid  to  him.  It  amounts  to 
upwards  of  a hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling. 
Mr.  Rush  was  to  have  embarked  on  his  return  in 
the  course  of  the  present  month,  bringing  with  him 
the  money  thus  bequeathed  for  the  purpose  of  edu- 
cation in  the  United  States.  It  was  supposed  that 
the  matter  would  have  been  the  cause  of  a tedious 
chancery  suit,  but  it  appears  from  this  intelligence 
that  it  has  been  terminated  with  a very  little  delay.” 

St.  Augustine.  We  are  indebted  to  captain 
Southwick,  of  the  schr.  Empire , arrived  yesterday 
from  St.  Augustine,  for  the  Herald,  of  the  2d  instant, 
from  which  we  copy  the  following: 

Extract  of  a letter  to  the  editor,  dated 

Garey’s  Ferry,  May  2 A,  1838. 

Two  days  ago,  captain  Thigpin,  of  a company  of 
volunteers,  now  mustering  here,  gave  notice  to  col. 
Twiggs  that  a parly  of  Indians  had  been  at  John’s 
Ferry,  on  New  river,  about  40  miles  north  of  this 
place.  With  his  usual  activity,  our  gallant  com- 
mander, colonel  Twiggs,  ordered  captain  Bullock, 
with  E company,  2d  dragoons — the  only  one  com- 
pany then  at  Garey’s  Ferry — to  proceed  at  once 
with  the  sixty  men  of  captain  Thigpin’s,  to  Fort 
Harnee,  there  to  be  reinforced  by  as  many  men  as 
could  be  spared,  and  pursue  the  Indians  until  they 
came  up  with  them. 

These  Indians  are  thought  to  be  runaway  Creeks, 
and  to  have  been  camping  about  New  river  and  its 
vicinity  for  some  time.  There  number  has  not 
been  ascertained,  but  twenty-five  fires  have  been 
seen. 

An  express  from  Micanopy  arrived  yesterday, 
states  that  captain  Tompkins,  at  that  post,  expect- 
ed to  have  a fight  with  Tigertail  on  the  30th.  Ti- 
gertail  was  near  him  with  plenty  of  women  and 
men  and  full  of  fight.  The  Taliahassees  were  with 
him.  The  despatch  says  that  two  companies  of 
dragoons  had  been  sent  out  to  fight  him. 

[ Charleston  Mercury, 

Further  attempts  to  fire  the  city  of 
Charleston.  By  the  Mercury  of  the  11th  inst., 
we  perceive  that  further  attempts  have  been  made 
to  fire  the  city. 

On  Saturday  evening,  the  9th  instant,  about  10 
o’clock,  the  kitchen  attached  to  the  dwelling  of 
Mr.  Davega,  in  Boundary  street,  was  set  fire  to,  by 


placing  a mass  of  combustibles  under  the  flooring. 

A negro  girl  living  in  the  yard,  first  gave  the 
alarm  to  her  mistress,  after  bed  time,  but  the  lady 
could  perceive  no  traces  of  fire;  the  girl,  however, 
soon  pointed  out  the  spot,  when  the  floor  being  cut 
away,  they  found  two  separate  places  on  fire,  and 
the  sills  just  catching.  The  fire  was  quietly  put 
out,  and  the  girl,  together  with  other  slaves  from 
the  adjoining  lots,  were  arrested  for  examination. 
No  information  could  be  obtained  from  the  girl:  she 
pretended  to  know  nothing  of  the  incendiary. 

Another . Yesterday  morning  about  half  past  five 
o’clock,  Mr.  B.  Clark,  No.  2C2  King  street,  had 
just  got  home  from  patrol  duty,  when  on  entering 
the  door  of  his  dwelling,  found  the  entry  filled  with 
smoke;  he  gave  the  alarm,  and  the  neighbors  com- 
ing in,  found  the  under  part  of  the  stairway  on  fire, 
kindled  by  parcels  of  dry  goods,  books,  &c.  in  one 
large  mass. 

The  family,  who  were  asleep  on  the  second  floor, 
knew  nothing  of  their  danger  until  aroused  by  the 
noise  below'.  A few  minutes  longer  of  delay  w ould 
have  proved  fatal,  and  the  unsuspecting  inmates 
been  cut  off  by  the  destroying  element. 

Col.  Crockett.  Col.  Forbes  has  recently  re- 
lated to  us  an  interesting  anecdote  of  the  celebrated 
Crockett.  At  the  commencement  of  the  war  the 
latter  arrived  at  Nacogdoches  accompanied  by  seve- 
ral volunteers.  Soon  after  their  arrival  they  pro- 
ceeded to  the  office  of  col.  Forbes,  (who  was  then 
first  judge  of  the  municipality,)  to  take  the  oath  of 
allegiance.  The  colonel  immediately  wrote  out 
the  following  form: 

“I  do  solemnly  sw’ear  that  I will  bear  true  alle- 
giance to  the  provisional  government  of  Texas,  or 
any  future  government  that  may  be  hereafter  de- 
clared, and  that  I will  serve  her  honestly  and  faith- 
fully against  all  her  enemies  and  oppressors  what- 
soever, and  observe  and  obey  the  orders  of  the 
governor  of  Texas,  the  orders,  and  decrees  of  the 
present  and  future  authorities,  and  the  orders  of  the 
officers  appointed  over  me  according  to  the  rules 
and  articles  for  the  government  of  Texas  so  help 
me  Goil  ” 

Upon  offering  it  to  Crockett  he  refused  to  sign 
if,  saying  that  he  was  willing  to  take  an  oath  to 
support  any  future  republican  government,  but 
could  not  subscribe  his  name  to  this  form,  as  the 
future  government  might  be  despotic;  the  colonel 
therefore  inserted  the  word  republican  betw’een  the 
words  future  and  government,  and  Crockett  readily 
signed  the  instrument.  The  original  has  lately 
been  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  war, 
in  which  the  word  republican  appears  interlined , 
and  beneath  it  is  the  autograph  ol  David  Crockett. 

[ Texas  Telegraph. 

Alabama  Cotton  Factory.  The  Tuscaloosa 
Monitor  of  the  30th  ult.,  gives  the  following  inter- 
esting description  of  this  establishment : 

As  we  were  travelling  some  two  weeks  ago, 
through  rather  a sterile  and  unimproved  portion  of 
our  state,  where  the  county  of  Bibb  borders  on  that 
of  Tuscaloosa,  w'e  were  all  at  once  surprised  with 
an  imposing  edifice  of  brick,  three  stories  high,  and 
being,  as  we  afterwards  learned,  ninety  feet  by  forty- 
four  in  extent.  The  dashing  energies  of  water 
power  saluted  our  ears,  accompanied  with  the  whirl- 
ing sound  of  diversified  machinery.  What  have 
we  here?  was  our  inquiry.  We  left  our  seats  in  the 
stage,  and  during  the  few  moments  which  we  had 
to  spare,  took  a view  of  the  works  that  were  going 
forward.  In  the  second  story  w'e  found  the  card- 
ing and  roping  operations  going  forward;  and  in 
the  third, a multitude  of  spindles  w'ere  employed  in 
the  finishing  work  of  making  cotton  yarn.  A few 
hands,  men,  women,  and  children,  seemed  to  be  em- 
ployed, in  rather  a quiet  way,  in  attending  to  the 
machinery,  and  seeing  that  it  performed  its  busi- 
ness correctly.  In  another  apartment,  the  cotton 
gin  is  in  operation;  so  that  the  factory  is  prepared 
to  take  the  cotton,  either  after  it  has  been  picked, 
or  in  the  seed.  In  the  spinning  department,  there 
have  been  in  operation,  heretofore,  500  spindles;  but 
they  have  recently  obtained  an  additional  supply, 
and  will  very  soon  be  working  between  700  and  800. 
There  is  a water  power  sufficient,  we  are  assured, 
to  work  10,000.  The  cotton  yarn  produced  is  said 
to  be  of  an  excellent  quality.  A lady  of  the  neigh- 
borhood affirms  that  she  wove  30  yards  of  it  with- 
out breaking  a thread.  The  aveiage  production  per 
day,  with  five  hundred  spindles,  has  been  430  dozen. 
About  twenty  hands  are  employed — all  white — 
some  males,  some  females — some  large,  and  some 
small.  They  are  chiefly  people  of  the  neighbor- 
hood, and  are  said  to  be  pleased  with  their  employ- 
ment. A grist  mill  and  saw  mill  are  connected 
with  the  works,  which  are  in  active  and  profitable 
operation.  A portion  of  the  machinery  is  also  de- 
voted to  wool  carding.  The  place  is  called  Scotts- 


ville,  in  honor,  we  suppose  of  D.  Scott,  one  of  the 
principal  proprietors.  The  works  belong  to,  and 
are  conducted  by  the  Tuscaloosa  Manufacturing 
Company.  We  learn,  that  the  prospects  of  the 
company  as  to  profit,  are  exceedingly  flattering. 
Their  sales  are  brisk.  They  contemplate  adding  a 
weaving  factory  to  the  other  works.  Thus  has 
this  business  been  successfully  carried  forward, 
while  very  few  persons  in  the  state  knew  that  any 
thing  of  the  kind  was  under  w’ay.  Indeed  we 
doubt  whether  the  information,  that  such  factory' 
exists,  may  not  be!  news  unheard  of  before,  to  more 
than  one  half  of  the  people  of  Bibb  and  Tuscaloo- 
sa counties. 


New  Hampshire.  June  8.  The  committee 
appointed  to  receive  and  cast  the  returns  of  votes 
for  governor,  reported  that  the 


Whole  number  w'as  54,570 

Necessary  for  a choice  27,286 

Estimated  as  scattering  198 

James  Wilson  had  431 

James  Wilson  Jr.  had  25,244 

Isaac  Hill  had  28,607 


This  number  exceeds  by  more  than  nine  thou- 
sand that  ever  before  given  at  an  annual  election 
in  this  state.  In  1820,  the  whole  number  was  about 
forty- five  thousand. 

In  the  house  of  representatives  of  New  Hampshire, 
after  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  noti- 
fy the  governor  of  his  election  had  been  presented, 
Mr.  Eastman  of  Conway  presented  the  following  re- 
solution: 

Resolved,  That  a committee  of  ten  be  appointed 
to  inquire  whether  the  hon.  Isaac  Hill,  governor 
elect,  holds  any  office  or  place  under  the  United 
States  which  constitutionally  disqualifies  him  from 
holding  the  office  of  governor,  and  to  report  the 
facts  in  relation  to  that  subject  to  this  house,  and 
that  said  committee  be  empowered  to  send  for  per- 
sons and  papers. 

Mr.  Quincy  said  he  did  not  object  to  going  into 
an  inquiry  at  a proper  time,  but  for  the  present  he 
wished  the  resolution  to  lie  on  the  table.  He  there- 
fore moved  that  it  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Bartlett  of  Portsmouth  inquired  if  the  effect 
of  this  motion  was  not  to  prevent  debate. 

The  chair  said  a motion  to  lie  on  the  table  could 
not  be  debated. 

Mr.  Bartlett  observed  that  he  made  the  inquiry 
that  the  house  might  be  informed  of  the  effect  of 
the  motion,  to  stifle  inquiry 

The  motion  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas 
126,  nays  110.  So  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the 
table.  


Navy  department,  June  13,  1838. 
The  board  of  naval  surgeons,  recently  convened 
in  Philadelphia  for  the  examination  of  candidates 
for  admission  into  the  navy,  adjourned  on  the  11th 
instant. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  the  approved  candi- 
dates, in  the  order  of  merit,  viz: 

No.  1.  Silas  Holmes  of  Rhode  Island. 

No.  2.  Edwd.  H Van  Wyck  of  New  York. 

No.  3.  Horace  D.  Taliaferro  of  Virginia, 

No.  4.  J.  Howard  Smith  of  Pennsylvania. 

No.  5.  John  A.  Guion  of  North  Carolina. 

No.  6.  James  McClelland  of  Pennsylvania. 

No.  7.  Samuel  R.  Addison  of  Ohio. 

No.  8.  Wm.  B.  Sinclair  of  Virginia. 

No.  9..  Samuel  Jackson  of  North  Carolina. 

No.  10.  James  Jeffry  Bromdee  of  New  York. 
No.  11.  Joshua  Huntington  of  Connecticut. 

No.  12.  Robt.  B.  Banister  of  Virginia. 

No.  13.  John  S.  Whittle  of  Virginia. 

No.  14.  Augustus  F.  Lawyer  of  New  York. 

No.  15.  Stephen  A.  McCreery  of  Virginia. 


Mint  of  the  United  States, 

June  5,  1S38. 

Sir — I send  you  to-day  the  usual  report,  required 
by  the  department  of  the  gold  coinage  in  May,  and 
I now  present  to  you  the  following  statement  of 
the  whole  amount  of  coinage  done  at  the  mint 
during  the  same  month. 


Denomination. 

Value 

No.  of  pieces 

Half  eagles, 

195,295 

00 

39,059 

Quarter  eagles 

21,972 

00 

8,789 

Half  dollars, 

174,000 

00 

348,000 

Quarter  dollars, 

49,000 

00 

- 196,000 

Dimes, 

62,500 

00 

625,000 

Half  dimes. 

26,500 

00 

530,000 

Cents, 

8,785 

00 

878,500 

Totals, 

$538,052,000 

2,625,348 

This  statement  shows  an  amount  of  work  greater 
than  has  ever  been  heretofore  done  at  the  mint  in 
the  same  time,  since  the  labor  is  proportional,  not 
to  the  value  of  the  coins,  but  more  nearly  to  the 
number  of  pieces.  It  will  be  observed  that 
i 2,229,500  coins  have  been  struck,  of  less  denomi- 
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nation  than  the  hall' dollar,  and  we  are  still  busily 
occupied  with  the  lubrication  of  these  small  coins, 
for  which  the  demand  seems  to  be  but  little  dimin- 
ished. 

The  mint  at  New  Orleans,  after  having  various 
unforeseen  difficulties  to  overcome,  commenced 
coining  on  the  7th  of  last  month;  so  that  all  the 
branch  mints  are  now  in  full  operation. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  faithful  servant, 

(Signed)  R.  M.  Patterson, 

Director. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury , 

Secretary  of  the  treasury. 


MOST  AWFUL  DISASTERS. 

Office  of  the  Wilmington  (N.  C.)  Advertiser, 

June  IS,  183S. 

Loss  of  the  steam  packet  Pulaski , with  a crew  of 
thirty-seven,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  or  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  passengers. 

On  Thursday,  the  14th  instant,  the  steamer  Pu- 
laski, captain  Dubois,  left  Charleston  for  Baltimore 
with  about  150  passengers,  of  whom  about  50  were 
ladies. 

At  about  11  o’clock  on  the  same  night,  while  off 
the  North  Carolina  coast,  say  30  miles  from  land, 
weatlmr  moderate  and  night  dark,  the  starboard 
boiler  exploded,  and  the  vessel  was  lost,  with  all 
the  passengers  and  crew  except  those  whose  names 
are  enumerated  among  the  saved  in  the  list  to  be 
found  below. 

We  have  gathered  the  following  facts  from  the 
first  mate,  Mr  Hibbeid,  who  had  charge  of  the 
boat  at  the  time.  Mr.  Hibberd  states  that  at  about 
10  o’clock  at  night  he  was  called  to  the  command 
of  the  boat,  and  that  he  was  pacing  the  promenade 
deck  in  front  of  the  steerage  house;  that  he  found 
himself,  shortly  after,  upon  (he  main  deck,  lying 
between  the  mast  and  the  side  of  the  boat;  that, 
upon  the  return  of  consciousness,  he  had  a confused 
idea  of  having  heard  an  explosion,  something  like 
that  of  gunpowder,  immediately  before  he  discov- 
ered himself  in  his  then  situation.  He  was  induced, 
therefore,  to  rise  and  walk  aft,  where  he  discovered 
that  the  boat  midships  was  blown  entirely  to  pieces; 
that  the  head  of  the  starboard  boiler  was  blown 
out,  arid  the  top  torn  open;  that  the  timbers  and 
plank  on  the  starboard  side  were  forced  asunder, 
and  that  the  boat  took  in  water  whenever  she  rolled 
in  that  direction. 

He  became  immediately  aw  are  of  the  horrors  of 
their  situation,  and  the  danger  of  letting  the  pas- 
sengers know  that  the  boat  was  sinking,  before 
lowering  the  small  boats.  Pie  proceeded,  therefore, 
to  do  this.  Upon  dropping  the  boat,  he  was  asked 
his  object,  and  he  replied  that  it  was  to  pass  around 
the  steamer  to  ascertain  her  condi’ion.  Before  doing 
this,  however,  he  took  in  a couple  of  men.  He 
ordered  the  other  boats  to  be  lowered,  and  two  were 
shortly  put  into  the  water,  but  they  leaked  so  much 
in  consequence  of  their  long  exposure  to  the  sun, 
that  one  of  them  sunk,  after  a fruitless  attempt  to 
bail  her.  He  had  in  the  interim  taken  several  from 
the  water,  until  the  number  made  ten.  In  the  other 
boat  atfoat  there  were  eleven.  While  they  wrnre 
making  a fruitless  attempt  to  bail  the  small  boat, 
the  Pulaski  went  down  with  a dreadful  crash,  in 
about  45  minutes  after  the  explosion. 

Both  boats  now  insisted  upon  Mr.  Hibberd’s  di- 
recting their  course  to  the  shore,  but  he  resisted 
their  remonstrances,  replying  that  he  would  not 
abandon  the  spot  until  daylight.  At  about  three 
o’clock  in  the  morning  they  started,  in  the  midst  of 
the  wailings  of  the  hopeless  beings  who  were  float- 
ing around  in  every  direction,  upon  pieces  of  the 
wreck,  to  seek  land,  which  was  about  thirty  miles 
distant.  After  pulling  about  thirteen  hours,  the 
persons  in  both  boats  became  tired,  and  insisted 
that  Mr.  Hibberd  should  land.  This  he  opposed, 
thinking  it  safest  to  proceed  along  the  coast,  and 
to  enter  some  one  of  its  numerous  inlets;  but  he 
was  at  length  forced  to  yield  to  the  general  desire, 
and  to  attempt  a landing  upon  the  beach,  a little 
east  of  Stump  Inlet. 

He  advised  Mr.  Cooper,  of  Ga.  who  had  com- 
mand of  the  other  boat,  and  a couple  of  ladies  with 
two  children  under  his  charge,  1o  wait  until  his 
boat  had  first  landed,  as  he  apprehended  much  dan 
gerin  the  attempt,  and,  should  they  succeed,  they 
might  assist  him  and  the  ladies  and  children.  There 
were  eleven  persons  in  the  mate’s  boat,  (having 
taken  two  black  women  from  Mr.  Cooper’s.)  Of 
these,  two  passengers,  one  of  the  crew,  and  the 
two  negro  women  were  drowned,  and  six  gained 
the  shore.  After  waiting  for  a signal,  which  he 
received  from  the  mate,  Mr.  Cooper  and  his  com- 
panions landed  in  about  three  hours  after  the  first 
boat,  in  safety.  They  then  proceeded  a short  dis- 


Onslow  county,  where  they  remained  from  Friday 
evening  until  Sunday  morning,  and  then  started  for 
Wilmington.  The  mate  and  two  passengers  reached 
here  this  morning  (18th  June)  about  9 o’clock. 

Passengers  who  left  Charleston . 

Mrs.  Nightingale,  and  servant;  Mrs.  Fraser,  and 
child;  Mrs.  Wilkins,  and  child;  Mrs.  Mackay, 
child,  and  servant;  Miss  A.  Parkman,  Miss  C. 
Parkman,  Miss  T.  Parkman;  Mrs.  Hutchison,  two 
children,  and  servant;  Mrs.  Lamar,  Miss  R.  La- 
mar, Miss  M.  Lamar,  Miss  R.  S.  Lamar,  .Miss  E. 
Lamar;  Mrs  Dunham;  Mrs.  Cutnming,  and  ser- 
vant; Mrs.  Stuart,  and  servant;  Mrs.  Wort;  Mrs. 
Taylor;  Mrs.  Wagner,  child,  and  seivant;  Miss 
Drayton;  Mrs.  Pringle,  and  child;  Miss  Prin- 
gle, and  nurse;  Mrs.  Muiray,  Miss  Murray, 
Mrs.  Britt,  Miss  Heald,  Mrs.  Rutledge,  Miss 
Rutledge,  Mrs.  H.  S.  Ball,  nurse,  child,  and  ser- 
vant; Miss  Trapier,  Mrs.  Longworth,  Mrs.  Ed- 
dings,  and  child;  Miss  Mikell,  Mrs.  Coy,  and 
child;  Miss  Clarke,  Mrs.  B.  F.  Smith,  Mrs.  N 
Smith.  Mrs.  Gregory,  Mrs.  Davis,  Mrs.  Hubbard, 
Mrs.  Merritt,  Miss  Greenwood,  Gen.  Heath,  Col. 
Dunham,  Maj.  Twiggs,  Judge  Rochester,  Judge 
Cameron,  Rev.  E.  Crotts,  Rev.  Mr.  Murray,  Dr. 
Stewart,  Dr.  Cumming,  Dr.  Wilkins,  Messrs.  S.  B. 
Parkham,  G.  B.  Lamar,  C.  Lamar,  W.  Lamar,  T. 
Lamar,  R.  Hutchinson,  R.  Brower,  L.  Livermore, 
B.  W.  Fosdick,  H.  Eldridge,  C.  Ward,  G.  Hunt- 
ington, J.  H.  Cooper,  H.  B.  Nichols,  L.  Bird,  A. 


After  picking  up  all  the  floating  baggage  which 
could  be  seen,  the  hull — which  was  still  able  to 
float  the  engine — was  towed  into  Silver  creek, 
where  it  sank  in  six  or  eight  feet  water.  The 
North  America  remained  at  Silver  creek,  employ- 
ed in  this  melancholy  business,  six  or  seven  hours, 
and  every  thing  was  done  by  captain  Edmonds,  and 
his  crew,  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers.  Their 
prompt  and  efficient  services  are  entitled  to  all 
praise. 

The  ill-fated  Washington  was  built  at  Ashtabula 
last  winter,  and  had  made  but  one  trip  previous  to 
her  destruction.  The  fire  caught  near  the  boilers, 
and  had  made  such  progress  when  discovered,  a3 
to  defy  all  attempts  to  extinguish  it.  The  helm 
was  instantly  put  about,  and  the  boat  headed  for 
shore,  but  in  a few  moments  the  wheel  ropes  were 
burnt  off,  and  she  was  rendered  an  unmanageable 
wreck.  Had  iron  rods  been  substituted,  as  melan- 
choly experience  has  taught  on  the  Mississippi,  this 
appalling  loss  of  life  might  have  been  averted! 

We  hear  that  the  surviving  passengers  of  the 
Washington  unite  in  stating  that  no  blame  was  at- 
tributable to  captain  Brown,  the  commander. 

We  hope  and  expect  that  the  reported  loss  of 
life,  as  stated  above,  may  prove  exaggerated.  We 
have  heard,  since  commencing  this  a > tide , the  loss 
variously  estimated  from  twenty  to  sixty.  Many  of 
the  survivors  were  badly  burned  belore  they  left 
the  boat. 


Lovejoy,  W.  W.  Foster,  J.  L.  Wort,  C.  Hodson, 

W.  Stewart,  D.  Ash,  A.  Hamilton,  S.  Miller,  R. 

W.  A.  Pooler,  R.W.  Pooler,  jr.,W.  C.  N.  Swift,  A. 

Burns,  H.  N.  Cartel,  Pringle,  Rutledge,  H.  S.  Ball, 

Longworth,  F.  M’Rea,  T.  C.  Rowand,  Eddings, 

R.  Seabrook,  S.  Keith,  G.  W.  Coy,  T.  Whaley,  W. 

Whaley,  O.  Gregorie,  N.  Smith,  B.  F.  Smith,  G. 

Y.  Davis,  R.  D.  Walker,  E.  W.  James,  Hubbard, 

J.  Auze,  Bennett,  Clifton,  Merritt,  Greenwood, 

Evans,  and  Freeman. 

Passengers  saved  in  the  two  yawls. 

Mrs.  P.  M.  Nightingale,  servant  and  child,  of]  tending  it. 
Cumberland  island;  Mrs.  W.  Fraser  and  child,  St. 

Simons,  Georgia;  J.  H.  Cooper,  Glynn,  Georgia; 

P.  AV  Pooler,  Savannah,  Georgia;  Capt.  Pooler, 
sen.;  Win.  Robertson,  Savannah,  Georgia;  Elias  L, 

Barney,  N.  C.;  Solomon ; S.  Hibberd,  1st  mate 

Pulaski;  AV.  C.  N.  Swift.  New  Bedford;  Z.  A. 
Zeuchtenberg,  Munich;  Charles  B.  Tappan,  New 
York;  Gideon  West,  New  Bedford,  boatswain;  B. 

Brown,  Norfolk,  steward. 

Persons  drowned  in  landing. 

Mr.  Bird,  of  Bryan  co.  Georgia;  an  old  gentle- 
man from  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  and  recently  from  Pensa- 
cola; a young  man  name  unknown;  Jenny,  a color- 
ed woman;  Priscilla,  a colored  woman, stewardness. 


tance  across  Stump  Sound,  to  Mr.  Redd’s,  of  I of  the  water. 


From  the  Buffalo  Commercial  Advertiser . 

The  steamboat  North  America  is  just  in,  by  pas- 
sengers on  which  we  learn  the  particulars  of  a most 
heart-rending  calamity — the  destruction  of 
THE  NEW  AND  ELEC. ANT  STEAMBOAT  WASH 
INGTON,  by  fire,  olf  Silver  creek,  about  3 o’clock 
this  morning,  with  the  estimated  loss  of  FIFTY 
LIVES!! 

The  Washington  passed  the  North  American 
while  the  latter  lay  at  Erie,  in  the  early  part  of  the 
night,  and  was  not  again  seen  by  those  on  board 
the  North  America  until,  when  within  about  three 
miles  of  this  city,  a bright  glare  of  light  was  dis- 
covered by  the  helmsman  in  the  direction  of  Silver 
creek,  and  the  North  America  was  instantly  put 
about  for  the  scene  of  apprehended  disaster. 

On  nearing  the  spot,  about  6 o’clock,  the  burn- 
ing hull  of  the  large  and  noble  boat  was  found 
drifting  over  the  waters,  three  or  four  miles  from 
shore,  with  not  a living  human  being  on  board. 
The  lake  was  literally  covered  with  hats,  bonnets, 
trunks,  baggage,  and  blaekend  fragments  of  the 
Wreck. 

The  intense  anxiety  of  the  witnesses  of  this  fear- 
ful scene,  for  the  fate  of  the  passengers  on  the  un- 
fortunate Washington,  was  partially  relieved  by 
the  discovery  of  several  small  boats  near  the 
shore,  in  which  the  survivors  of  the  disaster  had 
been  rescued  from  destruction. 

The  alarm  had  been  given  at  Silver  creek,  as 
soon  as  the  flames  were  perceived  from  the  shore, 
and  all  the  boats  which  could  be  found,  were  sent 
to  the  rescue  of  the  sufferers.  There  were  only 
three  skill's,  besides  the  yawl  of  the  Washington, 
which  could  be  thus  used. 

The  North  America  took  on  board  about  forty  of 
those  saved,  many  of  whom,  including  all  the  la- 
dies, remained  on  shore.  There  were  six  dead  bo- 
dies picked  up  on  the  spot — those  of  four  children 
and  two  women.  One  man  died  ot  his  injuries 
soon  after  reaching  the  shore,  and  otic  child  was 
I dead  in  its  mother’s  arms  when  she  was  taken  out 


From  the  Intelligencer  of  the  15th  inst. 

MESSRS.  BELL  AND  TURNEY. 

To  the  editors. 

Washington,  June  14,  1838. 

Gentlemen: — In  the  Globe  of  the  12th  instant, 
and  which  was  published  yesterday  morning,  I ob- 
served a statement  relative  to  the  recent  personal 
rencontre  between  my  colleague  and  myself,  which 
is  expected,  no  doubt,  1o  be  regarded  by  the  pub- 
lic as  a true  narrative  of  all  the  circumstances  at- 
Among  other  misrepresentations  in 

*The  speech  of  Mr.  Turney,  which  we  publish 
to-day,  will  enable  the  public  to  decide  whether 
the  charges  brought  by  him  against  Mr.  Bell,  are 
well  sustained  and  whether  the  inode  adopted  by 
Mr.  Bell  to  meet  them  was  appropriate.  Mr, 
Turney,  it  seems,  felt  himself  called  upon,  as  a 
representative  of  Tennessee,  to  defend  the  fame  of 
a man  endeared  to  the  state  by  a life  of  patriotic 
services,  who  had  been  traduced  by  the  representa- 
tive from  his  own  district  in  the  grossest  manner. 
If  general  Jackson  were  the  corrupt,  unprincipled, 
dishonest  man,  portrayed  in  Mr.  Bell’s  philipics, 
the  honors  paid  him  by  Tennessee  dishonored  the’ 
state.  Mr.  Turney  doubtless  felt  that,  in  vindi- 
cating the  retired  chief  magistrate  from  the  foulest 
aspersions,  he  performed  a duty  to  his  own  consti- 
tuents. There  is  scarcely  a man  of  them  of 
whatever  political  principles,  who  would  be  con- 
tent to  hear  the  traduction  with  which  Mr.  Bell 
regaled  his  Hartford  Convention  friends  during  his 
last  fall’s  tour  through  the  New  England  states, 
repeated  in  the  house  of  representatives,  without 
an  answer. 

Mr.  Turney  responded,  and,  as  Mr.  Bell’s  sub- 
sequent conduct  proved,  with  full  effect.  The 
speech,  as  printed,  is  but  the  plain  demonstration 
made  on  the  floor  of  the  house.  It  is  temperate, 
cool,  precise  in  argument  and  expression,  and  not 
less  decisive  as  to  the  offences  which  it  lays  at  Mr. 
Bell’s  door  and  conclusively  proves  upon  him. 

It  first  arraigns  Mr.  Bell  as  charging  corrupt 
expenditure  on  general  Jackson’s  administration 
throughout  the  seven  years  during  which  the  accu- 
ser adhered  to  that  administration.  Mr.  Turney 
then  shows  that  Mr.  Bell  voted  for  the  appropria- 
tions which  authorized  those  expenditures,  and 
that  the  extraordinary  additions  originated  in  con- 
gress, not  with  the  executive.  He  then  takes  Mr. 
Bell’s  admission  of  corrupt  motive  as  good  against 
himself.  That  the  recommendations  of  president 
Jackson  were  pure,  and  designed  for  the  public 
good,  and  were  so  respected  by  the  American 
people,  does  not  excuse  th“  man  who  advocated 
and  pressed  them  to  consummation  in  that  body 
especially  charged  with  the  care  of  the  public 
purse,  and  who,-  according  to  his  own  showing, 
voted  the  money  as  a source  of  corrupt  patronage 
to  that  administration  to  which  he  gave  his  un- 
wearied support  for  seven  years,  while,  as  he  pre- 
tends, working  the  abuses  now  complained  of  as 
fatal  to  the  constitution  and  best  hopes  of  the 
country.  Mr.  Turney  then  puts  it  even  to  those 
disposed  to  credit  Mr.  Bell’s  evidence,  and  in- 
quires how  he  can  be  looked  upon  in  any  other  light 
than  as  one  of  a banditti  once  engaged  in  plunder- 
ing the  public,  now  seeking  safety  and  reward  by 
appearing  as  the  betrayer  and  state’s  evidence 
against  his  companions. 
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that  statement,  there  is  one  of  so  gross  a nature, 
so  malignant  in  its  purpose,  and  so  well  conceived 
to  injure,  that  I must  insist  upon  having  a correc- 
tion of  it  inserted  in  your  journal. 

After  reciting  all  the  most  offensive  points  of 
attack,  in  the  speech  of  my  colleague,  and  leaving 
it  to  be  clearly  implied  that  he  had  commenced  and 
concluded  his  speech  on  the  same  day,  the  editor 
of  the  Globe  proceeds  to  state  that  I consulted  my 
pillow , and  possibly  my  friends,  as  to  the  response 
to  be  given  to  the  charges  made  against  ine  by  my 
colleague;  and  also  that  I had  made  up  my  mind, 
after  a night’s  deliberation,  to  meet  the  accusation 
of  my  colleague,  by  getting  up  a scene  of  personal 
violence  in  the  house.  Although  the  truth  may 
never  meet  the  eyes  of  a tenth  part  of  those  who 
will  be  misled  by  the  statement  in  the  Globe,  still 
it  will  he  some  protection  to  me,  if  it  shall  be 
made  known  to  the  numerous  readers  of  the  Intel 
ligencer  that  ray  colleague  concluded  his  speech 
the  morning  alter  he  commenced  it;  that  the  most 
offensive  parts  of  it  were  reserved  for  the  conclu- 
sion; and  that  I rose  to  reply  the  instant  he  sat 
down.  I will  add,  that  the  idea  of  personal  vio- 
lence, as  the  probable  consequence  of  my  col- 
league’s speech,  or  of  any  notice  I might  take  ol 
it,  so  far  as  I have  heard,  never  entered  the  head  of 
any  of  my  friends,  as  it  certainly  was  not  thought 
of  hy  me,  at  any  time  before  the  instant  of  its  oc- 
currence. 

I remark  the  suppression  of  a considerable  por- 
tion of  my  colleague’s  speech  as  printed  in  the 
Globe  of  the  same  date,  of  which  I will  not  com- 
plain; but  I notice,  also,  the  absence  of  an  adverb 
in  ime  of  the  garbled  extracts  taken  from  a speech 
delivered  by  me  at  Nashville,  in  the  spring  ol  1835, 
which  is  material  to  the  true  sense  of  the  passage 
quoted.  I have  no  copy  of  the  speech  to  refer  to. 
and  cannot  speak  with  positive  confidence,  that  1 
am  right  in  this  exception;  but  as  my  colleague 
comments  with  much  acrimony  upon  the  senti- 
ment contained  in  the  extract,  and  as  the  injustice 
of  his  remarks  may  be  made  manifest  by  restoring 
the  true  reading  of  it,  if  a material  word  is  left 
out,  I hope  it  will  be  done  in  the  pamphlet  edition 
of  his  speech.  He  will  know  how' to  supply  the 
omission,  if  there  be  one. 

I am,  gentlemen. 

With  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

John  Bell. 

Messrs.  Gales  8,-  Seaton. 


Mr.  Turney  next  confronts  Mr.  Bell  with  his 
Nashville  speech,  attempting  to  conceal  his  latent 
hostility  to  general  Jackson — his  late  New  Eng- 
land speech,  in  which  it  blazed  out — and  his  testi- 
mony before  the  committee,  when  calied  to  testify 
as  to  the  corruptions  alleged  against  general  Jack- 
son.  In  the  first  he  denounces  those  who  dared  to 
suspect  his  fidelity  and  sincere  attachment  to  the 
principles  of  the  late  president — boasts  of  his  de- 
votion to  the  administration  and  its  measures 
throughout  their  seven  years’  development,  and 
treated  with  scorn  all  imputations  on  his  sincerity 
in  this  respect,  as  vain  attempts  to  drive  him  from 
the  cause  with  which  he,  in  common  with  general 
Jackson,  was  identified  througout  the  course  ol 
an  administration  which  he  had  sustained  at  every 
step  in  congress.  From  the  New  England  speech 
Mr.  Turney  quoted  to  show,  that  a seven  years’  train 
of  corruption  was  imputed  to  the  chief  whom  he 
pretended  so  faithfully  to  serve;  and  from  his 
deposition  on  oath  before  the  committee  to  which 
he  was  sworn  to  tell  ‘'the  whole  truth,”  reference 
is  made,  proving  that  Mr.  Bell  swore  off  the  im- 
putations of  corruption  which  he  had  niade  before 
the  public  against  general  Jackson  in  his  speeches. 
In  (ids  aspect  it  would  seem  that  Mr.  Turney  in- 
tended to  leave  to  Mr.  Bell  nothing  but  the  di- 
lemma of  suppressing  on  oath  to  the  committoe,  or 
speaking  faUely  in  addressing  his  federal  friends. 

Mr  Turney  then  comes  to  the  question  of  the 
motives  .of  his  colleague  in  the  abandonment  and 
abuse  of  general  Jackson,  and  his  conversion  to  the 
federal  party  and  ail  its  policy.  And  hevs  again 
a naked  alternative  is  presented  in  the  speech. 
Mr.  Turney  alludes  to  the  $53,000,  recorded  in 
Mr.  Tyler’s  report,  as  received  from  the  United 
States’bank  by  a certain  one,  but  a nameless  mem- 
ber of  congress,  residing  at  Nashville;  and  to  polit- 
ical rewards,  which  Mri  Bell  showed  himself  noth- 
in or  loth  to  receive  from  the  opposition— arid  inti- 
mates that  one  or  both  may  serve  to  account  for  a 
change  by  which  alone  they  could  be  deserved. 
Mr.  Bell  consulted  his  pillow,  and  possibly  some 
less  silent  friends,  as  to  the  response  to  be  given  to 
charges  so  gravely,  firmly,  and  demonstratively 
urged,  and  in  a manner  which  parliamentary  forms 


From  the  “Globe,  of  the  16 th  instant. 

TO  THE  PUBLISHERS  OF  THE  GLOBE. 

Gentlemen-.  In  Mr.  Bell’s  note,  published  in  (he 
National  Intelligencer  of  yesterday,  I find  the  fol- 
lowing paragraph: 

“I  remark  the  suppression  of  a considerable  por- 
tion of  my  colleague’s  speech  as  printed  in  the 
Globe  of  the  same  date,  of  which  I will  not  com- 
plain; but  I noticp,  also,  the  absence  of  an  adverb 
in  one  of  the  garbled  extracts  taken  from  a speech 
delivered  by  rue  at  Nashville,  in  the  spring  of  1835, 
which  is  material  to  the  true  sense  of  the  passage 
quoted.  I have  no  cop}’  of’  the  speech  to  refer  to. 
and  cannot  speak  with  positive  confidence  that  I 
am  right  in  this  exception;  but  as  my  colleague 
comments  with  much  acrimony  upon  the  sentiment 
contained  in  the  extract,  and  as  the  injustice  of  his 
remarks  may  be  made  manifest  by  restoring  the 
true  reading  of  it,  if  a material  word  is  left  out.  I 
hope  it  will  be  done  in  the  pamphlet  edition  of  his 
speech.  He  will  know  how  to  supply  the  omission, 
if  there  be  one.” 

In  my  speech,  as  published  in  the  Globe,  there  is 
no  suppression  of  the  speech  as  delivered  in  the 
house;  nor  am  I aware  of  any  omission  of  any  ma- 
terial part  of  the  speech  as  delivered  in  the  house. 
The  published  speech  is,  in  all  substantial  respects, 
the  speech  as  delivered.  Every  fact  and  argument 
used  in  the  speech,  as  I delivered  it  in  the  house,  is 
contained  in  the  published  speech.  The  precise 
language  used  in  debate  cannot,  in  any  reported 
speech,  be  literally  the  same.  If,  however,  there 
should  be  an  omission  deemed  material,  it  was  al- 
together accidental,  and  is  not  withdrawn. 

The  paragraphs  quoted  from  Mr.  Bell’s  Nash- 
ville speech,  are  the  same  which  I read  in  the  house, 
and  are  correctly  reported  in  the  publi-hed  speech, 
with  the  accidental  omission  in  the  copying  of  a 
word  or  two  in  one  of  them,  which  does  not  change 
the  meaning  of  the  passage.  The  passage  read  in 
the  house  from  the  pamphlet  edition  of  the  speech, 
is  as  follows: 

“A  man  towards  whom  I have  never  yet  failed 
in  showing  a proper  respect,  and  whose  adminis- 
tration I have,  faithfully  supported,  and,  in  every 
instance,  with  that  degree  of  zeal  which  could  con- 
sistently and  reasonably  be  expected  from  me.” 

The  passage  as  published  in  the  quotation  in  the 
piihlic  speech  is  as  follows: 

“A  man  towards  whom  I have  never  yet  failed 
in  showing  a proper  respect,  and  whose  administra- 
tion I have  faithfully  supported,  and  in  every  in- 


authorized.  He  made  up  his  mind,  after  a night’s 
deliberation,  to  meet  the  solemn  and  well  vouched 
accusations  of  his  antagonist,  by  producing  a scene 
in  the  hall  of  the  representatives  which  would  have 
been  disreputable  among  gentlemen  in  the  bar- 
room of  a tavern.  Mr.  Bell  abused  the  speaker  of 
the  house  and  a senator  from  Tennessee,  pro- 
nounced Mr.  Turney  “ a scavenger,”  “a  tool  of 
tools;”  and  when  Mr.  Turney  characterized  his 
assertions  as  he  knew  they  ought  to  be,  resolved  to 
make  it  an  “ affair”  of  fisticuffs  I He  struck  at 
Mr.  Turney,  but  did  not  reach  him.  The  personal 
assault  was  repelled,  and  Mr.  Bell  instantly  found 
himself  in  the  arms  of  his  friends.  Certainly  no 
place  can  be  so  safe  to  ad  just  an  affair  of  honor  as 
the  floor  of  the  house;  but  surely  it  does  not  com- 
port with  the  dignity  of  a national  legislative  as- 
sembly, to  be  made  the  theatre  of  this  mode  of  ad- 
justing differences.  Mr.  Bell,  as  the  aggrieved 
party,  seems  considerately  to  have  brought  him- 
self’ to  the  conclusion  that  lie  must  try  the  issue 
of  character  presented  in  Mr.  Turney’s  remarks  by 
battle;  and  although  we  will  not  deny  his  right,  or 
object  to  the  comparatively  harmless  mode  resolved 
on,  yet  we  must  say  that  it  was  altogether  unbe- 
coming in  one  aspiring  to  the  speaker’s  chair,  first 
to  attack  the  speaker  who  had  superceded  him,  and 
then  insult  the  house  itself,  by  beginning  an  affray, 
which,  while  the  single  instance  is  calculated  to 
lessen  its  character  in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  tends, 
in  its  example,  to  disorganize  and  destroy  the  body 
by  breaking  down  that  sacred  regard  to  decorum, 
which  alone  prevents  personal  and  party  alterca- 
tions from  ending  like  tavern  brawls;  or  what  is 
called  at  the  cock- pit,  a battle  royal. 

The  speaker,  who  was  not  in  the  chair  (the 
house  being  in  committee)  when  Mr.  Bell  directed 
his  abuse  towards  him,  acted  properlv  in  not  no- 
ticing him  at  all.  It  is  his  duty  to  discountenance 
every  thing  which  tends,  in  anv  way,  to  the  sort  of 
arbitrament  in  which  Mr.  Bell  would  resolve  the 
business  of  congress.  To  maintain  the  decorum 
and  dignity  of  the  body,  there  is  nothing  left  when 
a member  wantonly,  and  without  pretext,  insults 
the  house  and  its  presiding  officer,  but  utter  con- 
tempt for  the  assailant,  or  his  expulsion. 


stance,  with  that  degree  of  zeal  which  could  rea- 
sonably be  expected  from  me.” 

The  other  paragraphs  quoted  in  the  Globe  are 
literal  and  correct  copies.  All  the  passages  were 
correctly  read  in  the  house,  and  those  parts  only 
which  were  read  were  published  in  the  Globe.  I 
did  not  wish  to  fatigue  tile  house  by  reading  more 
lengthy  extracts,  but  such  parts  only  as  were  ma- 
terial, and  in  point.  The  parts  read  and  quoted  in 
my  printed  speech,  contain  each  a distinct  point, 
and  are  not  garbled  extracts.  To  show  that  they 
are  not,  I append  hereto  more  extended  extracts 
from  that  speech  than  I thought  it  necessary  to 
quote  in  debate,  and  which  I request  may  be  pub- 
lished, to  show  that  no  injustice  was  done  Mr.  Bell 
in  selecting  the  extracts  which  I did  quote. 

Hop.  L.  Turney. 

Washington,  June  16,  1838. 

Extracts  from  the  “Speech  of  John  Belt,  delivered  at 

Vavx  Hall  Garden,  Nashville,  on  the  2 3d  of  May, 

1835.” 

“The  elections  last  Tall  terminated  in  such  a man- 
ner as,  in  the  judgment  of  all  men  of  observation, 
to  defeat,  absolutely  and  without  hope,  the  pros- 
pects of  any  candidate  of  the  opposition  for  the 
presidency.  That  any  man,  or  the  friends  of  any 
man,  since  the  days  of  Washington,  should  expect 
that  he  would  be  permitted  to  be  advanced  to  the 
presidential  chair,  without  a rival  or  competitor,  is 
hardly  creditable.  It  was  as  certain,  in  the  very 
nature  of  things,  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  would  have 
a competitor,  in  the  ranks  of  the  dominant  party, 
the  moment  the  opposition,  as  a party,  were  pros- 
trated, as  that  flowers  should  put  forth  upon  the  re- 
turn of  spring.  The  notice  which  had  already  been 
taken  of  judge  White,  in  manv  districts  of  the 
southwest,  pointed  him  out  to  the  public  as  that 
competitor.” 

* * * * * 

“It  cannot  be  objected  that  general  Jackson  or 
his  administration  is,  or  can  be  seriously  affected 
by  a contest  between  two  of  his  friends  for  the  suc- 
cession. General  Jackson  has  been  eminently  suc- 
cessful and  triumphant  in  all  his  measures.  It  is 
one  of  (he  happy  consequences  of  his  great  success, 
that  the  friends  ol  his  administration  may  choose 
from  among  the  whole  number  of  his  friends, 
whom  they  prefer  to  succeed  him  safely,  and  with- 
out danger  to  his  administration.  He  yet  possesses 
a vast  and  undoubted  control  and  influence  in  the 
country.  It  cannot  be  disputed  that  there  are  thou- 
sands in  the  United  States,  who  have  such  un- 
bounded confidence,  not  only  in  his  honesty,  but  in 
his  general  sagacity,  and  his  intelligence  upon  all 
subjects,  as  to  bp  ready  to  yield  up  their  ov\  i.  judg- 
ments, in  deference  to  his,  upon  any  political  ques- 
tion which  may  arise.  The  friends  o(  judge  White, 
therefore,  upon  grounds  of  policy,  if  upon  no  other, 
and  better  ones,  will  not  seek  to  disturb  the  tran- 
quillity of  gen.  Jackson’s  administration,  or  to  de- 
feat or  unsettle  any  of  these  great  questions  on 
which  he  lias  acquired  so  much  of  his  present 
power  and  influence  in  the  country.  They  would 
be  madmen  to  do  so.  The  truth  is,  it  is  their  in- 
terest. and,  so  far  as  they  are  acting  in  view  of  prin- 
ciple, it  is  the  interest  of  the  country,  that  they 
should  conciliate  general  Jackson,  and  the  people 
of  every  section  who  have  such  unlimited  confi- 
dence in  him,  by  every  means,  consistently  and 
honorably,  in  their  power.  This  is  so  obviously 
their  policy,  that  we  see  some  of  the  partisan  presses 
of  his  competitor  employing  their  address  to  drive 
them  to  an  opposite  course — practising  every  spe- 
cies of  provocation  and  insult,  by  which  they  may 
hope  to  throw  judge  White’s  friends  into  the  oppo- 
sition ranks.  Opposition  to  the  administration  of 
gen.  Jackson,  is  the  course  which  the  worst  ene- 
mies of  judge  White  desire  his  friends  to  adopt; 
they  are  so  anxious  on  this  point  that  they  appear 
determined  to  put  judge  White  and  his  lriends  in 
the  opposition,  whether  they  will  or  not.  But  gen- 
tlemen, the  friends  of  judge  White  will  adhere  to 
general  Jackson,  and  his  administration,  from  con- 
sistency, and  a respect  for  their  own  character;  and 
because  they  will  be  supporting  theirown  princi- 
ples upofi  all  questions,  properly  administrative  in 
their  nature,  which  have  arisen  or  are  likely  to 
arise.  They  know  too  well  how  to  bestow  their 
ammunition  to  waste  it — by  firing  into,  a bomb- 
proof battery.  If  cannot  be  even  plausibly  object- 
ed, that  judge  White  may  not  be  expected  to  carry 
out  the  principles  of  the  present  administration,  so 
far  as  depends  upon  him.  If  we  run  a parallel  be- 
tween him  and  his  competitor  upon  this  point,  and 
calculate  the  probabilities,  we  shall  find  that  the 
chances  are  in  favor  of  judge  White.  He  has  been 
consistent  in  the  support  of  his  present  principles 
and  the  principles  of  the  administration;  his  compe- 
titor has  not.  If  it  shall  be  said  that  the  friends 
and  supporters  of  judge  White  are  not  likely  to  be 
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such  as  will  sustain  his  principles,  I answer  that 
they  are  more  likely  to  be  homogeneous  in  senti- 
ment than  the  supporters  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  so  far 
as  principle  is  concerned.  Should  judge  White 
prevail  in  the  contest  over  his  opponent,  surety  the 
great  democratic  states,  which  it  is  said  wifi  sup- 
port Mr.  Van  Buren,  will  not  desert  their  princi- 
ples because  their  favorite  leader  shall  have  lost  his 
election.  Their  cherish  d democratic  principles 
will  undoubtedly  continue  dear  to  them  under  the 
lead  of  judge  White;  unless  then  the  great  body  of 
Mr.  Van  Boren's  friends  shall  desert  their  princi- 
ples, the  democracy  of  the  country  will  still  be 
triumphant.” 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  PRESTON, 

OF  SOUTH  CAROLINA, 

On  the  treasury  note  bill.  Delivered  in  the  senate  of 

the  United  States,  on  the  1 8/A  oj  May,  1838. 

The  senate  having  taken  up  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  issue  of  the  treasury  notes,  to  meet  the  wants 
of  the  government — 

Mr.  Preston  said  he  was  altogether  indisposed  to 
mix  up  a discussion  ol  the  sub-treasury  project 
with  what  he  had  to  say  on  the  bill  now  before  the 
senate  to  provide  for  the  issuing  of  treasury  notes. 
With  the  hard  money  part  of  that  project  he  had  no 
sympathy  during  its  short,  but  feverish  existence; 
and  now,  heing  dead,  he  would  be  silent  concern- 
ing it.  "Nil  dr  mortuis  nisi  bonum.”  By  a very 
decisive  vote,  of  31  to  21,  we  are,  said  Mr.  P.  fully 
relieved  from  all  further  discussion  of  this  scheme, 
however  much  its  mourning  friends  may  be  in- 
dulged in  eulogy  and  monody.  There  is  now  a real 
and  practical  question  before  us,  which  we  are 
pressed  to  decide  with  breathless  haste,  at  once; 
for  if  we  delay  a moment,  honorable  gentlemen  tell 
us  the  government  is  about  to  be  precipitated  into 
a gulf  of  bankruptcy,  from  which  it  can  be  rescued 
only  by  our  utmost  speed.  It  is  now  Friday  eve- 
ning; the  general  government  of  the  United  States 
cannot  pay  otf  its  laborers  to  morrow  evening  with- 
out this  bill.  Without  this  bill  the  hod-carrier  at 
the  public  buildings  must  go  without  his  Sunday 
dinner.  If  we  do  not  pass  this  bill  now,  this  in- 
stant, the  government  is  disgraced,  the  public  faith 
violated;  there  is  no  alternative — disgrace,  or  this 
bill,  t his  identical  bill,  just  as  it  stands,  without 
substitute,  alteration,  or  amendment  of  any  kind; 
and  be  who  will  not  at  once  eagerly  take  it,  just 
as  presented,  is  little  less  than  a traitor.  Such  is 
the  language  of  gentlemen.  Now,  Mr.  President, 

I am  not  altogether  content  with  this  bold  urging 
by  the  administration  of  its  own  negligence  and 
incoinpetency,  as  reasons  why  we  should  not  de- 
liberate; that,  because  they  have  not  done  their 
duty,  we  should  not  do  ours;  that,  because  their 
prodigality  has  exhausted  your  treasury,  and  their 
negligence  has  not  announced  that’  tact  until 
driven  the  last  moment,  we  should  be  deprived 
of  all  discretion  upon  the  ways  and  means,  and 
hastily  to  register  the  edicts  of  the  executive. 
That  portion  of  the  senate  w hich,  either  from  habit 
or  from  recent  illumination,  believe  in  executive 
infallibility,  may  well  believe  that  all  discussion  of 
executive  recommendations  is  very  useless,  and, 
perhaps,  very  impolite;  but  it  is  pushing  this  com- 
placency and  acquiescence  very  far  when  a similar 
self-saciifice  is  demanded  of  those  who  neither  have 
the  habit,  nor  have  seen  the  apocalypse. 

I by  no  means,  sir,  desire  to  stop  the  supplies  of 
government,  believing  that  it  is  our  duty  at  all 
times  to  make  such  appropriations  as  may  be  ne- 
cessary and  proper  to  sustain  its  action.  If  we 
should  refuse  to  vote  a competent  salary  for  the 
president  or  the  judges,  we  would  unquestioriab! y 
violate  the  constitution  by  omitting  an  important 
duty.  But  it  is  a very  diii'crent  question  how  the 
money  to  discharge  these  salaries  should  be  raised. 
We  must  adopt  some  inode;  what  it  should  be  is 
addressed  to  our  discretion.  The  annunciation  of 
these  truisms  would  be  ridiculous,  but  for  the  vir- 
tual denial  of  them  implied  in  the  language  of  sena- 
tors who  hold  that  opposition  to  the  issuing  of  ten 
millions  of  treasury  bills  is  the  advocacy  of  govern- 
ment insolvency. 

Forone,  sir,  1 should  hold  myself  guilty  of  a gross 
violation  of  public  duty  if  I withheld  the  supplies 
necessary;  and  I should  hold  myself  equally  guilty 
of  a gross  violation  of  public  duty  it  I voted  for 
this  bill;  and  I never  will,  under  anv  pressure,  how- 
ever brought  upon  me,  whether,  like  the  presem,  if 
be  either  the  result  of  incapacity  or  of  a purpose  to 
make  an  emergency,  neither  in  war  nor  in  peace, 
will  I ever  vote  for  the  issuing  of  treasury  notes, 
bills  of  credit,  concealed  loans,  continental  money. 

Th“  argument  for  the  bill  is  the  haste  necessary. 
Those  who  urge  the  necessity,  urge  it  as  an  argu- 
ment. The  necessity  is  peihaps  made  for  the  sake 
of  the  argument.  The  breathless  haste  with  which 
the  chairman  came  running  into  the  hall  with  the 


bill,  seemed'  to  indicate  that  he  and  his  friends  had 
been  taken  altogether  by  surprise;  that  bankruptcy 
had  slily  crept  up  unawares,  and  was  about  to 
pounce  upon  them  by  one  portentous  leap.  Why 
has  not  this  state  of  things  been  foreseen  and  fore- 
armed against?  Why  have  we  not  been  provided 
with  a system  of  finance  to  relieve  us  from  these 
paltry  expedients — this  living  from  hand  to  mouth? 
Here,  in  the  sixth  month  of  the  session,  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  comes  intocongress  with 
a beggarly  account  of  empty  boxes;  supplicating 
congress  to  dismiss  all  other  matters,  and  hasten  to 
the  relief  of  the  government.  Why  have  you 
permitted  this  pitiable  and  disgraceful  spectacle, 
now  for  the  first  time  exhibited,  of  the  president 
warning  congress  of  the  government  bankruptcy? 
There  is  no  excuse  for,  no  palliation  of,  this  unpre- 
cedented negligence  and  incapacity.  The  chair- 
man of  the  committee  stated  to  us  the  other  day, 
when  he  proposed  the  sale  of  the  Ujiitod  Slates 
Bank  bonds,  that  it  was  all  the  senate  could  do  to- 
wards replenishing  the  treasury.  If  this  were  true, 
as  it  is  no*',  why  was  not  this  measure  produced 
early  enough  to  avoid  this  shameful  ciisis?  Why 
were  riot  the  proceeds  of  those  bonds  now'  in  tiie 
treasury?  Why  was  not  this  very  bill  introduced 
into  this  body,  as  it  was  at  the  extra  session,  when 
our  constitutional  inhibition  of  originating  a money 
bili  was  not  permitted  to  stand  in  the  way  of  the 
gentleman?  ft  this  had  been  done,  w'e  should  have 
been  allowed  breathing  time.  But  this  is  all  the 
senator  could  have  done.  Let  me  call  your  atten- 
tion, sir,  to  the  first  sentence  of  the  president’s  ur- 
gent message.  He  says: 

“[  submit  to  the  consideration  of  congress  a 
statement  prepared  by  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury, by  which  it  appears  that  the  United  States 
with  over  twenty  eight  millions  in  deposite  with  the 
states,  and  over  fifteen  millions  due  from  individuals 
and  banks,  are,  from  the  situation  in  which  those 
funds  are  placed,  in  immediate  danger  of  being 
rendered  unable  to  discharge,  with  good  faith  and 
promptitude,  the  various  pecuniary  obligations  of 
the  government.” 

Now,  sir,  it  is  competent  to  the  senate  to  origi- 
nate measures  to  recall  these  deposites  from  the 
states — as  much  within  the  powers  of  this  as  of  the 
other  house.  The  administration  members  who 
have  possession  of  both  branches  might  have  intro- 
duced a bill  in  either  to  demand  the  whole,  or  any 
portion,  of  these  28  millions;  and;  in  my  opinion, 
their  shrinking  from  this  obvious  course  is  a reason 
why  we  should  look  with  suspicion  upon  the  pro- 
posed measure.  Why  do  not  gentlemen  call  on  the 
states  for  those  deposites  which  are  thus  set  forth 
by  the  president?  is  a question  which  suggests  very 
serious  reflections.  A bill  introduced  in  due  sea- 
son would  have  replenished  the  Ireasury  by  this 
time,  for  the  legislatures  of  many  of  the  states  have 
been  in  session  until  recently,  and  all  have  been  in 
session  since  the  meeting  of  congress,  and  since 
the  present  condition  of  things  was  foreseen'  by 
every  body  except,  perhaps,  by  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury. ’ 

When,  at  the  extra  session,  the  first  bill  for  the 
creation  of  government  paper  money  was  before  us, 

I suggested  and  urged  the  propriety  of  drawing 
upon  the  deposites  in  the  states.  The  idea  seemed 
to  meet  with  some  favor  from  the  administration 
side;  but  it  was  said  vve  have  no  time — the  case  is 
too  urgent;  and  this  is  to  be  a single  instance  of  the 
issue  of  treasury  notes,  not  to  be  followed  up.  Now 
there  is  a second  instance;  time  urges  again;  bank- 
ruptcy has  surprised  gentlemen  twice  a year;  and 
twice  we  are  called  upon  for  treasury  notes,  under 
the  subterfuge  of  haste.  Why  is  this,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent? Why  this  puerile  pretext,  which,  if  it  were 
aught  but  a pretext,  is  such  an  avowal  of  incompe- 
tencv  as  should  be  followed  up  by  the  resignation 
of  all  concerned? 

The  alternative  for  those  who  govern  U3  is  of/ 
fraud  or  folly.  But  T believe,  Mr.  President,  there 
is  not  much  difficulty  in  ascertaining  the  tr  le  cause 
of  this  reluctance  to  demand  the  deposites,  and  wil- 
lingness to  issue  the  treasury  notes.  The  issuing 
of  treasury  notes  is  a quiet,  unostentatious  proceed- 
ing, rousing  neither  individuals  nor  states.  You 
silently  get  the  desired  sweets  Without  exciting  the 
swarm,  whereas,  if  you  demand  the  deposites  it  is 
striking  the  hive,  and  all  the  inmates  are  forthwith 
about  your  ears. 

If  you  ventured  to  call  upon  the  states,  they  would 
turn  upon  von  and  inquire,  for  whal  purpose  is  all  this 
money  wanted?  What  measure  have  brought  you 
to  this  condition?  In  short,  by  making  this  call, 
von  would  effect  what  was  a prime  object  of  flip 
deposite  law;  you  would  excite  the  vigilance  of  the 
states,  and  make  them,  to  use  the  phrase  of  the 
times,  antagonist  to  your  prodigality;  a prodigality 
which  no  country  could  less  bear,  and  no  adminis- 
tration ever  stood  so  much  in  need  of.  Broken  and 


tumbling  to  pieces  as  you  are,  you  stand  in  need  of 
prodigal  appropriations  to  buy  off  the  vengeance 
which  your  prodigality  has  brought  upon  you. 
You  seek  to  purchase  silence  upon  your  spendthrift 
disbursements  by  more  extravagant  expenditures. 
There  is  not  one  single  act  of  retrenchment  per- 
formed or  in  progress.  There  is  no  pretence  of 
economy.  The  department  asks  for  twenty-two 
millions;  when  it  is  known  that  when  these  reform- 
ers and  retrenchers  came  into  power,  twelve  mil- 
lions were  enough;  and  besides  this  audacious  de- 
mand— from  those  who,  it  was  proclaimed  for  their 
country’s  good,  would  be,  with  miraculous  spped, 
the  most  economical  of  all  possible  politicians — 
there  are  now  bills  before  us  proposing  appropria- 
tions of  more  than  forty  millions.  No  one  has  pro- 
posed to  cut  off  any  branch  of  extravagance,  and  no 
party  measure  has  been  proposed  to  organize  a sys- 
tem of  economy.  Are  there  any  propositions 
ot  reform?  Any  committees  ot  retrenchment?  You 
have  not  given  up  one  of  your  useless  and  corrupt- 
ing projects.  Not  a harbor;  riot  a ligh-house;  not 
a pension;  not  even  your  notoriously  useless  Cum- 
berland road.  In  truth,  sir,  you  dare  not;  this  ad- 
ministration cannot  give  up  anv  one  means  of 
influence  and  corruption.  My  colleague  proved,  in 
a masterly  report  a lew  years  since,  that  its  founda- 
tions were  in  money  and  patronage;  take  those 
away,  and  the  swift  destruction  which  in  spite  of 
power  and  patronage  is  coming  upon  it,  will  over- 
whelm it  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye. 

The  administration  can  neilher  restrain  its  prodi- 
gality nor  permit  the  people  to  know'  it.  They 
dare  not  rouse  the  antagonist  vigilance  of  the  states, 
and  therefore  resort  to  indirect  by-ways  of  raising 
a revenue.  All  that  is  w anted  is,  the  silent  hand  of 
the  engraver,  a little  ink  and  paper.  It  is  a most 
noiseless  operation.  “Let  the  people  slumber  on 
in  sweet  repose.  Heaven  forbid  that  we  should 
wake  them.” 

Now  , Mr.  President,  this  is  exactly  what  I de- 
sire. I wish  the  people  to  know'  and  feel  w hat  you 
aie  doing.  I desire  tlD  see  a main  object  of  the  de- 
posite law'  accomplished.  A direct  appeal  to  the 
states  and  the  people  for  money  would  be  a real  and 
efficient  check,  not  only  upon  your  extravagance, 
but  upon  all  your  misdeeds,  for  it  will  immediately 
create  a spirit  of  scrupulous  investigation  into  the 
whole  conduct  of  the  government.  I believe,  sir, 
that  a necessity  of  raising  yonr  revenue  at  all  times 
by  direct  taxation  would  be  in  itself  a more  search- 
ing and  vivifying  principle  of  libeity  than  all  the 
checks  and  guards  of  the  constitution,  however 
wisely  conceived.  To  the  mystifying  influence  of 
indirect  taxation  you  now  propose  to  add  the  still 
more  remote,  silent,  and  unintelligible  process  of 
creating  money.  You  shrink,  altogether,  within 
yourself.  You  plunge  into  the  dark  recesses  of 
your  safes  and  dungeons  to  counterteil  money,  be- 
cause you  are  all  aid  to  ask  the  people  for  it. 

One  year  has  already  illustrated  the  fatal  tenden- 
cy and  inevitable  destiny  of  this  system  of  making 
money.  The  issue  at  the  extra  session  was  said  to 
be  temporary,  and  but  for  a short  season.  You 
row  are  about  to  repeat  it.  You  will  do  it  again 
and  again.  You  w ill  expand  and  extpnd  yonr  is- 
sues. You  will  push  them,  as  all  governments  have 
in  all  ages,  to  extreme;  to  depreciation.  Yon  have 
tasted  once  of  this  intoxicating  draught,  and  now 
return  to  it  with  a keen  relish;  "again  you  w ill  col- 
lapse, and  again  return  to  it.  Even  now  there  are 
strong  symptoms  that  this  luscious  and  exhilarating 
beverage  is  beginning  to  be  considered  as  a regular 
ingredient  of  the  government  dietetics.  It  begins 
to  be  whispered  that  a permanent  system  of  govern- 
ment paper  may  not  be  that  wretched  parent  of 
public  and  private  demoralization  which  all  time 
has  proved  it  to  be,  and  perhaps  one  inducement 
for  proposing  the  present  measure  may  be  to  fami- 
liarize the  public  mind  by  degrees  to  what  no  one 
would  dare  openly  avow  as  the  ultimate  object  of 
the  administration,  viz.  the  establishment  of  a go- 
vernment paper  currency.  It  is  necessary  to  ap- 
proach this  consummation  warily.  The  people 
have  some  ugly  reminiscences  of  continental  mo- 
ney. They  have  heard  of  the  French  assignats. 
Many  remember  the  North  Carolina  proe  money. 
They  would  be  shocked  with  the  “heinous”  mien 
of  this  “monster”  if  the  veil  were  suddenly  drop- 
ped. But  if  they  can  be  brought  to.  “endure”  it 
why,  in  the  regular  progress  of  moral  degradation’ 
they  may  at  length  be  brought  to  “embrace”  it.’ 
And  when  the  country  is  debauched  into  this  em- 
brace, wdien  we  are  brought  to  agree  that  this  go- 
vernment shall  create  its  own  funds,  for  its  own 
purposes.  I would  not  give  you  a haubee  (or  you 
constitution.  Us  checks,  limitations,  and  restric- 
tions, are  a mere  mockery.  When  the  government 
ran  make  money  ad  libitum,  it  will  spend  it  ad  li. 
bilum. 
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I am  very  strongly  persuaded  that  you  have  no 
power  under  the  constitution  to  issue  treasury  notes. 
My  colleague  states  that  he  intends  to  vote  for  this 
bill,  but  would,  by  no  means,  under  any  circum- 
stances, in  war  or  in  peace,  vote  for  a loan.  This 
most  emphatic  declaration  of  his  opinion  that  the 
proposed  measure  is  not  a loan  leaves  it  upon  the 
footing  of  paper  issued  upon  the  credit  of  the  go- 
vernment; and  all  parties  admit  that  it  i3  intended 
for  circulation.  These  two  qualities  combined 
make  the  definition  of  bills  of  credit;  and  such,3ir, 
we  have  no  power  to  issue,  under  the  constitution. 
And,  in  the  first  place,  appealing  to  the  highest 
canon  of  constitutional  construction,  I demand  that 
the  power  be  pointed  out  to  me.  Where  is  it? 
Where  is  your  authority  to  issue  bills  of  credit ? It 
is  expressly  prohibited  to  the  states;  is  it  expressly 
given  to  this  government?  Whatever  was  so  sub- 
stantive as  to  require  express  prohibition  to  the 
states,  was  sufficiently  substantive  to  require  ex- 
press grant  to  the  federal  government.  The  silence 
of  the  convention  in  one  case  is  as  emphatic  as  its 
language  in  the  other.  This  government,  to  be 
sure,  has  the  power  of  raising  money,  but  it  is  a 
definite  power,  limited  to  certain  objects,  and  cir- 
cumscribed also  as  to  the  mode  of  doing  it.  There 
are  two  modes  of  raising  money  permitted  by  the 
constitution:  1st,  by  laying  and  collecting  taxes, 
imposts,  &c.;  2d,  by  borrowing  money. 

Congress  shall  have  power  to  lay,  &c.;  congress 
shall  have  power  to  borrow  money.  There  the 
powers  of  congress  cease.  It  is  not  added  that 
congress  shall  have  power  to  issue  bills  of  credit. 
If  the  power  to  raise  money  had  been  granted  in 
general  terms,  it  might  have  been  urged,  with  some 
plausibility,  that  all  modes  of  doing  it  were  includ- 
ed in  the  grant.  But  the  modes  are  themselves  the 
subjects  of  express  grant  and  enumeration;  by  a 
clear  rule  of  construction,  an  enumeration  of  some 
particulars  excludes  those  not  enumerated;  and  the 
application  of  this  rule  is  especially  strong  in  the 
present  case,  from  the  fact  that  at  the  time  of  the 
convention  bills  of  credit  were  the  most  frequent 
and  familiar  mode  of  raising  "money;  and  their  in- 
tended exclusion  might  be  strongly  inferred  from 
the  odium  into  which  they  had  justly  fallen.  The 
modes  expressly  authorized  in  the  constitution  are 
abundantly  ample  for  all  the  purposes  of  revenue. 
The  power  of  taxation  is  that  of  confiscating  the 
property  of  the  country  for  the  purposes  of  govern- 
ment. The  power  of  borrowing  is  limited  only  by 
the  extent  of  the  government  credit.  Surely  this  is 
enough  for  all  honest  and  legitimate  purposes. — 
There  are  practical  restrictions  on  both  these  grants 
of  a very  efficient  character:  upon  that  of  borrow- 
ing, the  want  of  credit,  if  it  be  wantonly  pushed; 
upon  that  of  taxation,  the  resistance  of  the  people 
taxed;  but,  upon  the  assumed  power  of  emitting 
bills  of  credit  there  is  no  restraint  resulting  from 
the  nature  of  things.  The  will  or  the  wantonness 
of  government  prescribes  their  own  bounds — 
bounds  that  never  have,  and  never  will  be  ascertain- 
ed, but  in  the  utter  exhaustion  of  a totally  depreci- 
ated currency.  But  the  argument  against  the  pow- 
er does  not  rest  exclusively  upon  the  application  of 
these  obvious  rules  of  construction;  it  derives  great 
strength  from  the  proceedings  of  the  convention 
upon  the  subject  of  bills  of  credit;  and  places  the 
objection  upon  grounds  which  must,  at  least,  be 
conclusive  to  all  who  hold  a United  States  bank  to 
be  unconstitutional. 

The  denial  of  the  constitutionality  of  that  insti- 
tution rests  mainly  upon  these  two  grounds:  1st. 
That  no  grant  of  power  to  create  a bank  is  found 
in  the  constitution.  And,  2d.  That,  in  convention, 
the  proposition  to  endow  this  government  with  the 
power  to  create  corporations  was  negatived.  Both 
objections  lie  against  bills  of  credit.  The  proposi- 
tion granting  such  a power  to  congress  was  express- 
ly made  to  the  convention  by  the  report  of  a com- 
mittee; it  was  fully  discussed,  and  rejected.  Lu- 
ther Martin  reports  the  various  views  taken.  He 
himself  was  in  favor  of  the  proposition,  and  consi- 
dered the  proceeding  of  the  convention,  in  denying 
this  power,  as  an  unwise  restriction  upon  the  pow- 
ers of  congress.  I refrain,  Mr.  President,  from 
pushing  this  argument  into  any  further  detail,  as 
the  ground  has  already  been  fully  and  ably  occupied 
by  a member  from  South  Carolina,  in  the  other 
house,  to  whose  views  1 could  add  nothing.  He 
and  my  most  worthy  and  most  republican  friend, 
the  venerable  senator  from  Tennessee,  have  prece- 
ded and  given  me  the  sanction  of  their  authority  for 
this  position.  Although  my  colleague  considers 
this  bill  as  by  no  means  a borrowingof  money,  gen- 
tlemen who  act  with  him  contend  that  it  is,  in  effect 
and  substance,  a mode  of  making  a loan.  If  that 
be  so,  sir,  it  is  not  the  less  unconstitutional;  for  it 
has  the  form  and  semblance  of  bills  of  credit.  And 
although  bills  of  credit  may  be,  in  effect  and  sub- 
stance, a loan,  they  are  not  the  less  unconstitution- 


al; for  the  constitution  prescribes  the  form  and 
manner  of  raising  money.  It  allows  you  no  discre- 
tion as  to  the  form  and  manner.  If  this  be  sub- 
stantially a loan,  borrow  the  money,  as  the  constitu- 
tion directs  you. 

But  it  is  objected  that  borrowing  money  is  a dan- 
gerous expedient,  inasmuch  as  it  creates  a national 
debt,  and  therefore  that  bills  of  credit  are  better. 
So  thought  not  the  convention;  and,  for  my  part, 
(though  I have  no  fancy  for  a national  debt,)  I 
would  rather  encounter  it  than  be  wise  beyond  the 
constitution.  Whether  the  issuing  of  bills  of  cre- 
dit does  not  create  a debt  equally  with  the  borrow- 
ing of  money,  I shall  inquire  by  and  by.  For  the 
present,  I have  to  say  that  I greatly  prefer  the  plan 
of  borrowing,  not  only  because  it  is  prescribed  in 
the  constitution,  (always  sufficient  for  me,)  but 
because  it  brings  you  fairly  before  the  people,  drags, 
you  from  your  lurking  places,  overrules  your  pleas 
in  abatement,  and  puts  you  at  the  bar  of  your  coun- 
try. Yes,  Mr.  President,  go  to  the  people,  the  peo- 
ple whose  money  you  have  squandered,  whose  com- 
merce you  have  broken  down,  whose  riches  you 


money.  If  you  desire  to  avoid  any  thing  but  the 
appearance  of  a national  debt,  advance  boldly  to  the 
people  and  ask  for  money.  Send  out  your  tax  col- 
lectors. Abandon  this  paltry  subterfuge,  and  come 
up  openly  to  your  object,  with  all  your  purposes 
avowed  and  acted  upon.  Send  the  tax  collector 
with  your  demands  for  money — for  hard,  money,  Mr. 
President.  I should  be  glad  to  see  you  send  your 
taxgatherers  through  the  country  with  their  leath- 
ern bags  or  green  purses  demanding  to  have  them 
filled  with  hard  money.  This  would  bring  your 
theories  to  the  test.  This  would  decide  the  ques- 
tion as  to  what  medium  you  should  be  paid  in. — 
Demand  gold  of  the  hard-handed  farmer,  who  has 
returned  from  market  with  the  proceeds  of  his  pro- 
duce, and  when  he  offers  you  what  the  policy  of  his 
state  has  placed  him  under  the  necessity  of  taking, 
tell  him  that  you  scorn  his  dirty  trash,  that  precious 
metal  alone  is  for  you.  Hold  this  language  to  him 
and  to  his  family,  and  then,  if  you  can  come  back 
here  with  your  w ild  schemes,  do  so,  and  make  the 
most  of  them.  I should  most  heartily  rejoice  to 
see  your  system,  for  a short  time,  brought  practi- 
cally into  operation  by  a direct  tax  demanded  from 
the  people  in  gold  and  silver.  It  was  the  great 
fraud  of  the  tariff  system,  that  its  operation  upon 
the  tax-paying  community  was  so  circuitous  and 
involved  as  to  be  difficult  of  clear,  or,  at  least,  of 
succinct  exposition.  The  process  admitted  of  cavil 
and  mystification.  So,  too,  in  the  system  of  mea- 
sures now  recommended,  and  especially  in  the  bill 
now  before  us.  You  disguise  and  conceal  the  ulti- 
mate effect,  by  throwing  it  upon  a future  time  when 
it  will  be  mixed  up  with  other  matters,  in  the  con- 
fusion of  which  you  may  find  an  argument  or  make 
a suuterfuge.  I defy,  I dare,  the  administration  to 
come  out  frankly  with  their  projects,  so  as  to  sub- 
mit them  practically  to  the  people.  Demand  your 
deposites  from  the  states,  or  openly  borrow  money 
while  you  have  so  much  on  d.posite:  or,  having 
dried  up  the  revenue  from  imports,  by  destroying 
commerce,  order  a direct  tax  to  be  paid  in  specie. 

Some  senators  approve  of  the  proposed  issue  of 
treasury  notes,  because  they  say  they  will  not  agree 
to  create  a national  debt.  I can  perceive  no  dif- 
ference in  effect  between  the  obligation  to  pay 
these  bills  when  presented,  and  any  other  obliga- 
tion recognising  a debt.  A treasury  note  is  issued 
to  discharge  a debt  now  due,  by  creating  another  to 
fall  due  hereafter.  Ifyou  borrow  money,  you  ac- 
knowledge a .debt  for  money  received.  When  you 
issue  a treasury  note  you  acknowledge  a debt  for 
services  rendered.  1 do  not  think  that  the  honora- 
ble chairman  of  the  committee  on  finance,  whose 
candor  and  perspicuity  are  acknowledged  on-  all 
hands,  will  contend  that  this  bill  does  not  authorize 
the  creation  of  a national  debt.  The  senator  inti- 
mates that  he  will  not  contend  for  it.  He  admits 
that  it  is  a national  debt.  Indeed,  the  terms  of  the 
law  of  the  extra  session,  which  this  proposes  to 
revive,  are  unequivocal.  They  are: 

“1'hat  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to  cause  to  be  re- 
imbursed and  paid  the  principal  and  interest  of  the 
treasury  notes  which  may  be  issued  by  virtue  of 
this  act.”  * * * * “For  this  reimbursement, 

it  the  time  and  times  herein  specified,  the  faith  of 
the  United  States  is  hereby  solemnly  pledged.” 

At  the  extra  session  a bill  for  the  issue  of  ten 
millions  of  treasury  notes  was  passed  to  meet  an 
emergency,  as  it  was  said — an  unexpected  crisis. 
Hpr.\  now,  is  another  emergency — another  unex- 
pected crisis.  In  truth,  sir,  I believe  the  trea- 
sury habitually  exisis  in  a state  of  emergency— in 
a critical  condition.  But  admit  that  we  are  over- 
taken by  circumstances  which  wisdom  could  not 


foresee  or  prudence  avert — what  is  our  duly?  Why, 
to  do  what  is  necessary  to  pass  the  crisis,  and 
nothing  more,  until  we  can  sit  down  coolly  and  de- 
vise the  most. appropriate  measures.  And  this  is 
the  course  indicated  by  the  amendment  proposed 
by  the  senator  from  Massachusetts.  He  proposes 
to  grant  two  millions  of  treasury  notes,  which  will 
relieve  the  pressing  'necessities  of  the  government, 
and  allow  us  time  to  look  about  us.  Indeed,  sir,  I 
believe  that  a hesitating  and  stinted  allow  ance,  from 
time  to  time,  just  enough  to  keep. us  along,  might 
tend  to  enforce  a wise  lesson  of  practical  economy. 
We  have  1 mg  wasted  our  substance  with  riotous 
living,  and  it  may  be  well  for  us  to  be  reduced  to 
husks  for  a season,  that  we  may  be  brought  to  ac- 
knowledge our  sins.  Undoubtedly,  Mr.  President, 
when  we  do  so,  and  return  to  the  safe  precepts  of 
our  fathers,  we  shall  be  again  in  the  midst  of  com- 
fort and  abundance.  But  this  consummation  will 
be  postponed  yet  for  a year  or  two;  and  for  that 
time,  perhaps,  it  will  be  necessary  to  provide.  I, 
sir,  prefer  borrowing  to  treasury  notes.  But  why 
resort  to  either  beyond  the  immediate  pressure  of 
the  moment,  when  the  president  tells  us,  and  we 
all  know',  that  wre  have  28  millions  of  deposite? 
Call  in  your  debts;  check  for  your  deposites.  The 
course  is  direct,  plain,  obvious:  precisely  that  which 
any  prudent  individual  would  pursue:  being  pressed 
by  his  wants  or  his  creditors,  he  would  cail  upon 
his  debtors.  This,  sir,  is  your  only  true  policy;  but, 
instead  of  it,  you  propose  to  create  a national  d ebt, 
to  encourage  stockjobbing  and  speculation,  and  to 
lay  the  foundation  of  a future  high  tariff.  I warn 
mv  colleagues  of  the  south  that  this  creation  of  a 
national  debt  is  playing  into  the  hands  of  those  who 
have  deceived  us  once  upon  the  tariff,  and  fastened 
il  on  us.  1 beg  them  to  remember  that  the  admin- 
istration opposed  the  compromise,  and  endeavored, 
at  the  last  session,  to  violate  it;  and  boasted  that 
they  would  have  succeeded  but  for  the  South  Caro- 
lina votes.  I beg  them  to  remember  that  a national 
debt  in  1842  will  be  cause  for  a new7  imposition  of 
duties;  and  that,  at  this  moment,  and  forward  to 
that  period,  this  blundering  and  falling  paityiu 
power  could  desire  nothing  more  ardently  than  to 
have  a vital  question  of  this  kind  open  for  them  to 
play  their  desperate  party  game  with. 

What  were  the  terms  on  which  we  deposited  the 
surplus  revenue  with  the  states?  Did  we  say  to 
them  it  is  a gift,  or  did  we  not,  on  the  contrary,  ex- 
pressly deny7  that  position?  I call  to  the  recollec- 
tion of  the  senate  the  facts  in  relation  to  that  bill, 
the  manner  of  the  execution  ot  which  is  the  true 
source  of  the  distress  which  we  all  now  feel.  When 
the  opponents  of  the  bill  charged  upon  us  that  our 
real  object  was  to  give  the  money  to  the  states,  we 
repelled  the  charge  with  indignation.  For  myself 
I thought  the  charge  an  imputation  on  my  political 
honor.  I would  have  voted  against  the  bill  had  I 
believed  that  to  be  its  purpose.  In  that  view  its 
operation  was  most  unequal.  It  gave  to  my  own 
state  in  the  proportion  of  one  million  of  dollars  to 
four  millions  to  New  York;  yet  my  state  contributes 
to  the  revenue  in  the  inverse  ratio  of  what  she  re- 
ceived. The  southern  doctrine  is,  that  the  states 
pay  into  the  coffers  of  the  general  government  in 
proportion  to  their  exportations,  and  not  their  con- 
sumption. If  that  doctrine  be  true,  (and,  have  seen 
no  reason  to  disbelieve  its  truth,)  then  I should 
have  been  most  unwilling  for  South  Carolina  to  re- 
ceive so  small  a pittance  of  what  she  contributed  to 
the  revenue,  while  New  York  received  four  times 
as  much.  But  I denied  it  to  be  a gift,  and  I stated 
at  that  time,  in  my  place,  that  if  the  general  go- 
vernment should  ever  be  in  a condition  to  need  the 
money,  I was  ready  to  pledge  my  state  that  it  should 
be  paid  back  to  the  last-  dollar  I now  call  upon 
the  senate  to  carry  out.  in  good  faith,  the  provisions 
and  principles  of  the  deposite  bill,  and  to  demand 
from  all  the  states  their  respective  quotas  of  the 
amount  then  deposited  with  (hem.  The  deposites 
were  made  with  the  states  according  to  their  popu- 
lation. 

As  the  bill  originally  passed,  it  would  have  been 
the  imperious  duty  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury', 
in  the  present  state  of  our  finances,  to  have  promptly 
demanded  whatever  sums  are  necessary , the  precise 
contingency  contemplated  in  the  act  having  oc- 
curred. At  the  last  session,  however,  it  was  sup- 
posed that  the  discretion  of  determining  on  this 
contingency  could  be  more  safely  confidpd  to  con- 
gress, and,  therefore,  the  act  was  so  amended  as  to 
require  that  the  legislature  should,  at  its  pleasure, 
make  the  demand.  If  the  casp  provided  for  has  oc- 
curred, it  is  as  much  our  duty  to  proceed  as  it  would 
have  been  that  of  the  secretary;  and  I now  demand 
of  gentlemen,  “how  dare  yon.  in  the  face  of  this 
act,  presume  to  borrow  money?  how  dare  you,  with 
such  a resource  at  your  command,  resort  to  any 
other  means  whatever?”  By  passingthebill  before 
you,  you  ipso  facto  repeal  the  deposite  law'.  No 
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gentleman  will  suppose  that  that  law  is  at  an  end, 
and  all  hope  from  that  quarter  out  of  the  question, 
for  the  president  himself  tallcs  to  us  about  the  twen- 
ty-eight millions  on  deposite  and  due  to  the  govern- 
ment. The  question  is,  whether  you  will  now  re- 
peal it,  and  thus  place  the  southern  states  in  a con- 
dition where  they  may  be  ground  down  under  a 
system  of  excessive  taxation. 

But  it  is  said  the  states  might  find  it  inconvenient 
to  repay  this  money,  and  that  the  demand  may  op- 
press them.  If  it  be  so,  for  one,  I had  rather  that 
South  Carolina  should  meet  the  demand  now,  than 
meet  it  in  the  shape  of  a tariff  four  years  hence. 
Her  credit  is  good,  her  resources  abundant,  and,  if 
she  has  not  got  the  money,  she  can  borrow  it  on  as 
good  terms  as  you  can.  So  can  all  the  other  states. 
Their  credit  is  as  good  as  yours.  It  will  be  easy 
for  the  states  to  meet  the  emergency.  It  may  be 
said  that  these  quotas  from  the  states  will  not  be 
enough,  even  with  the  two  millions  of  the  treasury 
notes.  Add  what,  by  the  terms  of  the  act,  you  are 
at  liberty  to  draw  from  them,  to  the  proceeds  of  the 
sale  of  tiie  United  States  Bank  bond3  and  the  ac- 
cruing revenue,  and  you  will  find  there  is  enough, 
even  for  your  habitual  prodigality;  but  if  it  be  not, 
then  your  reduced  means  will  enforce  a salutary 
economy — an  economy  which,  I believe,  nothing 
but  the  iron  hand  of  necessity  can  enforce.  It  is 
one  of  the  most  difficult  efforts  of  private  life  to 
break  through  fixed  habits  of  extravagant  living, 
and  reduce  one’s  expenditure  within  the  limits  of  a 
reduced  income.  Nor  is  this  difficulty  owing  alone 
to  the  violence  done  by  such  a process  to  our  vanity 
or  pride.  It  is  still  more  the  violence  which  must 
be  done  to  the  force  of  habit.  It  is,  in  fact,  a change 
in  our  mode  of  existence.  And  if  this  is  so  diffi- 
cult with  individuals,  it  is,  on  every  account,  still 
more  difficult  with  governments.  Now,  the  go- 
vernment of  this  country,  since  the  coming  in  of 
Ihis  most  economical  administration  which  ever  pro- 
fessed economy,  has,  in  three  years,  spent  upwards 
of  $100,000,000.  Under  this  most  virtuous,  most 
patriotic,  most  pure  and  self-denying,  and  most 
economical  of  all  possible  parties,  thus  much  has 
been  expended;  and  there  are  now  propositions  be- 
fore the  two  houses  of  congress  for  the  expenditure 
of  $40,000,000.  Sir,  this  evil  has  a perpetual 
growth,  and  I see  the  necessity  of  applying  to  it  an 
immediate  and  effective,  though  perhaps  an  un- 
welcome and  caustic,  remedy.  Let  the  govern- 
ment be  taught  by  necessity  to  cut  dow.i  its  expen- 
ditures. Extravagance  is  our  disease,  retrenchment 
our  only  remedy. 

This  bill  comes  to  11s  under  peculiar  circumstan- 
ces. It  is  perfectly  well  known  that  the  popular 
branch  of  this  government  would  never  have  passed 
this  bill  but  under  the  most  pressing  apprehension 
that  the  fund  for  interna!  improvements  would  be 
exhausted  without  it.  It  is,  in  fact,  a bill  to  raise 
funds  for  internal  improvement.  A few  votes 
would  have  turned  the  scale.  Who  knows,  but,  af- 
ter all,  it  was  passed  for  the  sake  of  some  harbor  on 
Lake  Ontario,  where  a member’s  constituents  had 
the  hope  that  $10,000  or  $20,000  of  the  public 
money  was  to  be  expended?  Who  can  say  but  it 
was  the  Cumberland  road  itself  that  passed  the  bill? 
Sir,  you  know  how  these  things  are  managed.  The 
constituents  of  gentlemen  are  in  the  habit  of  in- 
structing them,  or  at  least  of  electing  them  under  a 
pledge  or  understanding  that  they  shall  vote  for 
some  expenditures  in  their  quarter.  Maryland, 
Virginia,  Pennsylvania,  had  been  interested  in  the 
Cumberland  road,  and  they  had  all  had  their  day: 
now  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illinois  come  upon  the  field; 
they  insist  upon  their  share  of  the  road.  Its  re- 
freshing, its  fertilizing  influence  is  to  proceed  west- 
ward. The  people  will  have  it.  They  hold  their 
representatives  responsible,  especially  when  on 
their  return  home  they  will  have  to  mount  the  steps 
or  the  stump,  and  demonstrate  to  their  constituents 
that  they  had  lost  thp  road  because  treasury  notes 
were  a bad  thing,  and  their  representatives  could 
not  vote  for  them.  To  hold  language  like  this,  re- 
quires somp  courage;  and  while  I would  speak  with 
due  respect  of  those  in  both  houses,  to  whom  the 
people  have  thought  fit  to  confide  their  most  impor- 
tant interests,  I cannot  but  remember  that,  after  all, 
they  are  men  and  of  like  passions  with  others.  And 
yet.  notwithstanding  that,  the  progress  of  internal 
improvement,  the  progress  of  the  Cumberland  road, 
depended  upon  this  bill;  notwithstanding,  that  it 
had  in  its  favor  all  the  seductive  influence  of  light- 
houses and  harbors,  which  without  it  would  perish, 
that  bill  was  sent  to  us  by  a tie  vote. 

It  will  not  be  in  order  for  me,  at  this  time,  to 
offer  tile  amendment  I propose,  unless  that  offered 
by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  Webster,)  or  something  like  it,  shall  be 
adopted.  If  it  be  true  that  the  whole  amount  of 
$10,040,001)  is  immediately  required,  then  there  is 
no  occasion  for  my  amendment.  But  surely  the 


whole  cannot  at  once  be  called  for.  If  $2,000,000 
are  insufficient,  $5,000,000  will  surely  do  for  the  pre- 
sent. I cannot,  myself,  vote  for  any  which  contem- 
plates the  issue  of  treasury  notes;  but,  if  the  amend- 
ment of  the  honorable  gentleman  succeed,  1 shall 
then  offer  for  the  adoption  of  the  senate,  the  follow- 
ing: 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to 
make  the  requisitions  upon  the  states  according  to 
the  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  23d  of  June,  1836, 
for  such  sums  as  the  expenses  of  the  government 
may  require. 

[At  a subsequent  stage  of  the  debate — 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  that  his  colleague  had  made  ah 
objection  against  the  constitutionality  of  this  bill, 
which  he  deemed  proper  to  notice.  It  was  a rule 
with  him,  where  the  constitution  is  supposed  to  be 
involved,  to  bestow  Ins  serious  consideration  before 
he  acted,  and,  if  he  saw'  reasons  to  doubt,  not  to 
give  his  assent.  He  had  complied  with  the  rule  in 
this  case,  and  the  result  was  a clear  conviction  that 
the  bill  was  constitutional.  The  right  had  been  ex- 
ercised from  the  commencement  of  the  government, 
without  being  before  questioned;  and,  according  to 
his  conception,  came  within  the  powers  expressly 
granted  to  congress  to  borrow  money,  which  meant 
neither  more  nor  les3  than  to  raise  supplies  on  the 
public  credit.  Interest  was  not  essential  to  borrow- 
ing; and  it  would  be  ridiculous  to  suppose  that  the 
framers  of  the  constitution  intended  to  authorize  the 
raising  of  the  supplies  with  interest,  and  to  prohibit 
it  without  it.  But  we  are  told  that  treasury  notes 
are  bills  of  credit,  and  that  the  constitution  does 
not  authorize  congress  to  issue  bills  of  credit.  He 
did  not  deem  it  necessary  to  go  into  a formal  dis- 
cussion on  either  point.  He  denied  that  they  were 
bills  of  credit  in  any  proper  sense  of  those  terms. 
They  were  intended  to  raise  supplies  to  meet  a 
temporary  deficit  in  the  treasury,  and  were,  in  fact, 
nothing  more  than  means  of  anticipating  the  re- 
venue. 

But  he  would  not  pursue  the  argument.  He 
would  bring  it  to  a short  and  decisive  issue  with  his 
colleague.  His  colleague  is  the  strenuous  advo- 
cate of  the  joint  resolution  of  1816,  which  author- 
izes the  collection  of  the  public  dues  in  the  notes  of 
specie-paying  banks,  and  has  no  scruples  as  to  the 
right  of  collecting  in  the  notes  of  the  banks  that  do 
not  pay  specie.  Now,  no  one  will  deny,  that  to  au- 
thorize the  receipt  of  bank  notes  in  the  dues  of  the 
government  is  virtually  to  endorse  on  each  note  that 
it  shall  be  received  in  the  public  dues;  orthat,  if 
the  government  had  the  right  to  do  the  one,  it  had 
the  right  to  do  the  other.  Nor  will  it  be  denied 
that,  if  the  government  has  the  right  to  write  on  the 
back  of  a bank  note  that  it  will  be  received  in  the 
public  dues,  it  has  an  equal  right  to  write  the  same 
on  a blank  piece  of  paper,  or,  which  is  the  same 
thing,  to  make  a treasury  note.  The  truth  is,  that 
to  authorize  bank  notes  to  be  received  in  the  public 
dues  is  neither  more  nor  less  than  to  make  them,  to 
that  extent,  treasury  notes,  and  is,  pro  tanto,  as 
much  the  making  and  issuing  such  notes  as  if  done 
on  a separate  piece  of  paper.  If  the  one  be  un- 
constitutional, the  other  is  clearly  so.  Now,  he 
would  make  the  bargain  with  his  colleague  and 
other  advocates  of  the  connexion  with  the  banks: 
if  they  will  give  up  the  use  of  bank  paper  by  the 
government,  he  would  give  up  the  use  of  treasury 
notes;  and,  if  they  will  deny  the  constitutionality 
of  reviving  bank  notes,  he  would  not  insist  on  the 
constitutionality  of  treasury  notes;  and,  in  so  doing, 
he  should  make  a very  good  bargain  for  the  country. 
But  he  was  utterly  unwilling  to  admit  a construc- 
tion which,  while  it  denied  to  the  government  the 
use  of  its  own  credit,  would  give  the  monopoly  of 
it  to  the  banks.] 

Mr.  Preston.  I beg  leave  to  say  a word  or  two 
by  way  of  rejoinder  to  my  colleague’s  reply  to  the 
constitutional  objections  which  I urged  when  I first 
spoke. 

In  the  first  place,  he  states  that  the  right  to  issue 
treasury  notes  has  been  exercised  from  the  founda- 
tion of  the  government.  So  has  the  right  to  estab- 
lish a bank.  So  has  the  right  to  receive  bank  pa- 
per in  public  dues,  the  denial  of  which  right,  under 
the  constitution  is  the  foundation  of  my  colleague’s 
new  theory  of  finance. 

2dly.  He  says  it  is  expressly  granted  in  the 
power  to  borrow  money,  under  which  this  i3  in- 
cluded; and  yet  he  says  that  he  never  will,  in  war 
or  in  peace,  borrow  money,  or  in  anywise  create  a 
national  debt.  But  the  constitution  makes  a dis- 
tinction between  bills  of  credit  and  borrowing  mo- 
ney; for  the  issuing  of  the  former  is  prohibited  to 
the  states,  while  no  one  doubts  that  they  may  bor- 
row money. 

He  says  it  would  be  ridiculous  to  -suppose  tnat- 
the  framers  of  the  constitution  intended  to  authorize 
the  raising  of  supplies  with  interest,  and  not  with- 


out it;  and  yet,  by  Luther  Martin’s  report  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  convention,  it  appears  that  that 
body,  after  much  and  warm  discussion,  denied  to 
congress  the  power  to  issue  bills  of  credit,  and 
granted  the  power  to  borrow'  monev;  for  a very  ob- 
vious reason — the  borrowing  of  money  does  not 
make  money;  the  issuing  of  bills  of  credit  is  making 
money,  is  creating  a circulation,  which  is  the  avow- 
ed object  of  this  bill.  My  colleague  denies  that 
these  are  bills  of  credit.  Judge  Marshall  defines  a 
bill  of  credit  to  be  paper  issued  on  the  faith  of  the 
government,  intended  for  circulation.  No  one  can 
dispute  the  correctness  of  this  definition,  or  that 
these  treasury  notes  are  expressly  within  its  terms. 
My  colleague  states  that  these  notes  are  but  means 
of  anticipating  the  revenue.  This  is  the  sole  pur- 
pose of  all  bills  of  credit,  of  all  loans,  of  all  national 
debts. 

But  my  colleague  states,  with  an  air  of  triumph, 
that  I am  in  favor  of  the  resolution  of  1816,  which 
authorizes  the  receipt  of  bank  notes,  and  which  is 
equal  to  the  endorsement  of  such  notes  by  the  go- 
vernment, and  thinks  this  is  inconsistent  with  my 
views  in  regard  to  treasury  notes.  If  this  be  so, 
then  my  colleague,  in  objecting  to  the  resolution  of 
1816,  acts  inconsistently  with  his  approbation  of 
these  treasury  notes,  which,  he  says,  are  the  same 
thing.  His  proposition  against  me  is,  that  I should 
hold  these  treasury  notes  to  be  constitutional,  be- 
cause I hold  the  receipt  of  bank  bills  under  the  re- 
solution of  1816  to  be  constitutional.  Does  he  not 
perceive  that  the  conv  erse  is  true;  that  he,  condemn- 
i rig  the  resolutionof  1816,  should  alsocondemn  these 
treasury  notes?  Besides,  sir,  that  part  of  the  resolu- 
tion of  1816  is  my  colleague’s  own  proper  work, 
upon  the  constitutionality  of  which  he  no  doubt  be- 
stowed his  serious  consideration  before  he  acted.  If 
the  two  things  are  virtually  the  same,  then  I have  my 
colleague’s  authority,  by  his  present  vote,  for  the 
constitutionality  of  the  receiving  of  bank  paper. 
If  they  be  not  the  same,  then  his  argument  has  no 
bearing 

But  there  is,  Mr.  President,  a most  essential  dif- 
ference, both  in  fact  and  in  theory.  By  the  resolu- 
tion of  1816  the  government  does  not  endorse,  ac- 
tually or  virtually,  the  notes  of  specie  banks.  It 
receives  them  itself,  as  long  as  a note  is  a check 
for  specie;  but  it  does  not  guaranty  them  in  the 
hands  of  the  holders,  if  the  banks  fail,  which  is  the 
only  conceivable  meaning  of  endorsement.  If  there 
were  either  an  actual  or  virtual  endorsement,  the 
government  would  at  this  moment  be  liable  for  all 
the  bank  paper  in  the  United  States. 

Again:  by  receiving  bank  notes,  the  government 
does  not  create  a currency,*  but  uses  one  which 
it  finds  in  existence,  and  that  no  longer  than  it  is 
equivalent  to  specie;  whereas  the  government  paper 
must  be  taken,  whether  equivalent  to  specie  or  not. 

But,  most  conclusively,  the  convention  denied  to 
congress  the  power  of  issuing  bills  of  credit,  while 
it  placed  no  limit  upon  its  receiving  public  dues  in 
bank  notes:  the  receipt  of  which  was  justified  by 
Mr.  Madison  in  the  first  congress;  has  been  foilow- 
ed  up  by  the  government  ever  since;  was  expressly 
authorized  bv  the  amendment  made  upon  my  col- 
league’s motion  to  the  resolution  of  1816;  and  never 
doubted  until  within  these  six  months.  I rejoice, 
Mr.  President,  that  my  colleague  has  put  the  ques- 
tion on  this  short  and  decisive  issue. 


* Two  very  different  men,  but  each  having- 
weight  with  certain  classes  of  politicians,  have  en- 
tertained similar  sentiments. 

General  Hamilton  said:  “Thp  emitting  of  paper 
money  by  the  authority  of  government  is  wisply 
prohibited  to  the  individual  states  by  the  national 
constitution,  and  the  spirit  of  that  prnhibiton  ought 
not  to  be  disregarded  by  the  govprnment  of  the 
United  States.  Though  paper  emission,  under  a 
general  authority,  might  have  some  advantages  not 
applicable,  and  be  free  from  some  disadvantages 
which  are  applicable  to  the  like  emissions  bv  the 
states  separately,  yet  they  are  of  a nature  so  liable 
to  abuse , and,  it  may  even  be  affirmed,  so  certain  of 
being  abused,  that  the  wisdom  of  government 
will  be  shown  in  never  trusting  itself  with  the  use 
of  so  seducing  and  dangerous  an  expedient.”  “The 
stamping  of  paper  is  an  operation  so  much  easier 
than  the  laying  of  taxes,  that  a government  in  the 
practice  of  paper  emissions  would  rarely  fail,  in  any 
such  emergency,  to  indulge  itself  too  far  in  the  em- 
ployment of  that  recourse,  to  avoid,  as  much  as 
possible,  one  less  auspicious  to  present  popularity.” 

General  Jackson  said:  “I  hope  no  treasury  notes 
will  be  issued.  The  treasury  drafts  upon  actual  de- 
posites  are  constitutional,  and  do  not  partake  of  pa- 
per credits  as  treasury  notes,  which  are  subject  to 
depreciation  by  the  merchants  and  banks,  and 
shavers  and  brokers;  and  will  be,  if  issued,  and  the 
government  cannot  avoid  it.” 
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TWENTY-FIFTH  CONGRESS. 

SECOND  SESSION — SENATE. 

June  15.  Among  the  petitions  presented  to  day 
one  was  by  Mr.  Tallmadge  from  Henry  Hall  Sher- 
wood, relating  to  discoveries  in  magnetism  made 
by  him,  and  improvements  in  the  construction  and 
use  of  the  magnetic  needle.  Read,  referred,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  to  cre- 
ate the  office  of  surveyer-general  of  the  public  lands 
in  Michigan. 

This  bill  was  discussed  at  much  length  by  Mes- 
srs. Lyon , Clay,  of  Ala.  Prentiss,  Webster,  Norvell, 
Tipton,  King,  Smith,  of  Ind.,  Clay,  of  Ky.,  Young, 
and  Sevier. 

The  ehiefarguments  in  favor  of  the  bill  were  un- 
derstood to  be  the  security  ot  the  documents  relat- 
ing to  the  surveys,  and  the  facilities  which  would 
be  arforded  to  purchasers  to  determine  the  bounda- 
ries of  their  lands. 

j.ur.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  stated,  in  the  course  of 
the  discussion,  that  there  were  now  sixty-four  land 
offices  in  the  country,  twenty-one  of  which  had 
been  created  since  the  commencement  of  the  late 
administration,  and  seven  offices  of  surveyor- 
general,  two  of  which  had  been  created  since  that 
time;  whereas,  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia,  with 
Kentucky  annexed,  had  each  had  but  a single  land 
office. 

Mr.  Prentiss,  offered  an  amendment,  requiring 
that  the  field  notes  and  other  papers  descriptive  of 
the  boundaries  of  lands  surveyed  should  be  deposit- 
ed with  the  secretary  of  state  of  the  respective  states 
in  which  the  lands  lie. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  who  wished 
also  to  oder  an  amendment,  (understood  to  be  a 
provision  for  a surveyor-general  for  Indiana  also  ) 
the  bill  was,  for  the  present,  laid  on  the  table — 
Ayes  17,  noes  not  counted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Grundy,  the  senate  disagreed 
to  the  substitute  of  the  house  for  the  senate  bill  to 
change  the  time  of  holding  the  circuit  court  of  the 
United  States  in  the  ninth  circuit.  So  the  bill  was 
sent  back  to  the  house  as  it  originally  passed  the 
senate. 

The  senate  bill  to  grant  pre-emption  rights  to 
settlers  on  the  public  lands  was  received  from  the 
other  house  with  amendments,  which  were  subse- 
quently taken  up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  While  offered  a substitute  for  an  amendment 
by  the  house  relating  to  reservations  of  Choctaw 
lands. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  also  sent  to  the  table  an 
amendment  to  the  bill,  in  the  form  of  an  additional 
section,  disallowing  floating  pre-emption  claims 
under  the  various  pre-emption  laws. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  the  bill  was 
then  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed 
with  the  amendments. 

The  Vice  President  presented  a communication 
from  the  war  department,  in  pursuance  of  a senate 
resolution,  with  a communication  from  the  adju- 
tant general,  in  relation  to  the  hostile  disposition  of 
Indians  on  the  Arkansas  frontier,  stating,  on  the 
authority  of  a letter  from  gen.  Arbuckle,  which 
letter,  from  prudential  motives,  was  whithheld, 
that  hostile  intentions  had  been  manifested  in  the 
councils  of  several  Indian  tribes,  but  also  expressing 
the  hope  that  such  hostile  designs  would  not  be 
matured.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  military 
affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  bill  to  establish  an  additional  land  office  iri 
Louisiana,  and  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  navy  yard 
beneficial  society  of  the  city  of  Washington,  vver' 
severally  considered,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
lor  a third  reading. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  from 
the  house,  authorizing  the  Washington  monument 
society  to  erect  a monument  to  tne  memory  of 
Washington  on  the  pub.ic  mall.  Mr.  Preston  ob- 
jected to  the  site  as  too  low,  and  said  on  that  ac- 
count he  should  vote  against  the  bill.  Mr.  Bayard 
objected  to  the  site,  that  the  monument  would 
greatly  injure  the  beauty  of  the  view  west  of  the 
capitol.  Mr.  Allen  inquired  what  was  the  amount 
of  means  which  had  been  collected  from  all  parts  of 
the  country.  Mr.  Roane  replied  that  it  had  been 
stated  at  $30,000.  Mr.  Jlllen  then,  in  a speech  of 
considerable  length,  and  great  earnestness  (in  which 
he  was  vigorously  seconded  by  his  colleague,  Mr. 
Morris,)  expressed  his  decided  belief  that  more 
than  $30,000  had  been  collected  for  this  object  in 
Ohio  alone,  as  $1,000  were  known  (by  Mr.  Mor- 
ris) to  have  been  collected  in  one  small  county; 
and  Mr.  A-  made  a variety  of  very  strong  insinua- 
tions that  there  must  be  fraud  somewhere. 

Mr.  Hubbard  expressed  surprise  at  the  smallness 
pf  the  sum,  declared  it  wholly  inadequate  to  the 
object,  and  urged  that  the  government  should  have 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  subject  further 
than  to  grant  a site  for  the  monument. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Morris,  the  bill  was  indefinite- 
ly postponed,  without  a division.  The  seriate  took 
up  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  general  Alexander  Ma- 
comb. Mr.  Hubbard,  explained  and  advocated  the 
bill  at  Rngth.  Mr.  Buchanan  desired  to  make  some 
remarks  on  the  bill,  but,  declining  to  speak  on  ac- 
count of  the  smallness  of  the  number  present, 

The  senate  adjourned. 

June  16.  Mr.  Buchanan  presented  three  memo- 
rials from  citizens  of  Philadelphia  city  and  coun- 
tv, praying  the  immediate  passage  of  the  sub-trea- 
sury bill.  Laid  on  the  table. 

Messrs.  Norvell,  Clayton,  Buchanan , and  Pierce, 
reported  without  amendment,  from  committees,  va- 
rious private  bills  referred  to  them. 

On  motion  ol  Mr.  Roane,  the  secretary  of  the 
navy  was  directed  to  communicate  to  the  senate  the 
proceedings  of  a court  martial  at  Gosport,  on  the 
case  of  captain  William  Ramsay,  of  the  navy. 

Several  bills  from  the  house  were  read  twice,  and 
referred. 

The  bills  to  establish  an  additional  land  office  in 
Louisiana,  and  to  incorporate  the  navy  yard  bene- 
ficial society  of  the  city  of  Washington,  were  se- 
verally read  a third  time  and  passed. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  create  the  office  of  surveyor-general  ot  the  pub- 
lic lands  in  Michigan. 

Mr.  Prentiss  temporarily  withdrew  his  amend- 
ment requiring  the  field-notes  and  other  documents 
relating  to  surveys  to  be  deposited,  when  the  duties 
of  the  land  office  should  terminate,  with  the  secre- 
tary of  state  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Michigan,  re- 
spectively. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  then  offered  a substitute 
for  the  bill,  providing  for  the  removal  of  the  present 
surveyor  general’s  office  for  Ohio,  Indiana,  and 
Michigan,  from  Cincinnati  to  Michigan  city,  in  In- 
diana." Mr.  S.’s  substitute  also  embraced  Mr. 
Prentiss’  above  amendment  as  a second  section  to 
the  bill.  Mr.  Norvell  moved  to  strike  out  ‘-Michi- 
gan city,  in  Indiana,”  from  this  substitute,  and  in- 
sert Detroit,  in  Michigan. 

Tiiis  question  being  divided,  the  motion  to  strike 
out  was  carried— Ayes  17,  noes  10. 

Mr.  Norvell  then  withdrew  his  motion  to  insert 
Detroit.  Mr.  Tipton  said  his  object  was  to  transfer 
the  office  of  surveyor  general  from  Cincinnati,  a 
point  where  it  was  not  convenient  to  the  lands  yet 
to  survey,  to  the  vicinity  of  the  place  where  the 
public  work  was  to  performed.  Two  years  ago 
the  seriate  passed  a bill  to  remove  the  office  from 
Cincinnati  to  South  Bend,  a flourishing  town  with- 
in five  miles  of  the  line  between  Indiana  and  Mi- 
chigan; that  bill  did  not  become  a law.  The 
amendment  offered  by  his  honorable  colleague  pro 
posed  to  remove  the  office  to  Michigan  city,  India- 
na. That  place  was  now  striken  out  of  the  amend- 
ment by  a majority  of  the  senate.  The  member 
from  Michigan  (Mr.  Norvell)  had  proposed  De- 
troit, Dut  withdrew  it.  He  (Mr.  T.)  was  not  ac- 
tuated by  a wish  to  injure  any  individual  or  state, 
or  to  benefit  any  local  interest,  but  to  serve  the 
country.  He  moved,  therefore,  to  fill  the  blank 
'with  the  town  of  St.  Joseph’s,  Michigan.  This 
was  a flourishing  town,  on  Lake  Michigan,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  St.  Joseph’s  river,  about  thirty  miles 
north  of  the  line  dividing  Indiana  and  Michigan, 
accessible  to  steamboats  at  all  seasons  of  the  year, 
when  not  obstructed  by  ice,  and  about  equidistant 
from  the  south  boundary  of  Indiana  and  the  north 
of  Michigan,  convenient  to  all  concerned. 

After  some  conversation,  the  question  on  this 
motion  was  put,  and  it  was  carried  in  the  affirma- 
tive: Yeas  27,  na\-s  4. 

Mr.  Lyon  spoke  in  favor  of  creating  a new  office 
for  Michigan,  and  of  abolishing  the  old  office  when- 
ever the  occasion  for  its  existence  should  cease. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  and  Mr.  Lumpkin,  spoke 
briefly  but  earnestly  against  creating  a new  office 
for  Michigan,  as  an  unnecessary,  extension  of  exe- 
cutive patronage,  and  in  favor  of  the  removal  pro- 
posed by  the  substitute,  as  highly  liberal  to  Michi- 
gan, on  the  part  of  the  senators  from  Indiana. 

l'he  question  ol  liberality  was  briefly  contested 
bv  Messrs.  Norvell  and  Lyon  on  the  one  part,  and 
Messrs.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  and  Tipton,  on  the  other. 

The  question  was  nut  on  the  first  part  of  the  sub- 
stitute of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  as  amended,  sim- 
ply requiring  the  removal  of  the  present  office  from 
Cincinnati  to  St.  Joseph’s,  in  Michigan,  and  it  was 
rejected  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Ken- 
tucky, Clayton,  Davis,  Lumpkin,  Morris,  Niles, 
Prentiss,  Preston,  Roane,  Robbins,  Ruggles,  Sevier, 
Smith,  of  Indiana,  Strange,  Swift,  Tipton,  White 
— 19. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Bucha- 
nan, Clay,  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard, 
King,  Lyon,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Norvell,  Pierce, 


Robinson,  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Trotter,  Wiight, 
Young — 19. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on 
the  table,  wi  h a view  to  prepare  an  amendment  for 
abolishing  oid  land  offices  when  no  longer  required. 

Mr.  Tipton  moved  to  lay  the  bill  finally  on  the 
table,  which  motion  w-as  carried  in  the  affirmative 
by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Brown, 
Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Clay,  of  Kentucky, 
Clayton,  Cutbbert,  Davis,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hub- 
bard, King,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  McKean,  Morris, 
Mouton,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell,  Preston,  Roane, 
Robbins,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Connecticut, 
Smith,  of  Indiana,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton, 
White,  Wright— 34. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Buchanan,  Pierce,  Prentiss, 
Robinson,  Trotter,  Young — 6. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  from  the  committee  on 
public  lands,  reported  the  bill  with  the  amendments 
referred  to  them,  granting  pre-emption  to  settlers 
on  the  public  lands,  with  recommendations  that  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  White  to  the  amendment  of  the 
house  relating  to  Choctaw  reservations  be  adopted, 
and  that  the  amendments  of  the  house  so  amended 
be  then  concurred  in. 

Mr.  White’s  amendment  was  accordingly  agreed 
to. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Young,  who  expressed  a 
wish  slightly  to  modify  one  ol'  the  amendments  of 
the  other  house,  the  bill  was  temporarily  laid  on 
the  table;  subsequently  taken  up,  the  amendments 
of  the  other  house  further  modified,  and  concurred 
in  by  the  senate,  and  the  bill  was  sent  back  to  the 
other  house  for  concurrence. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  major  general  Alexander  Macomb. 

The  question  at  issue  on  this  bill  was  understood 
to  be  whether  or  not  a brigadier  general,  being  a 
majoi -general  by  brevet,  should,  when  his  com- 
mand merely  exceeded  a brigade,  without  amount- 
ing to  a full  division,  receive  the  pay  of  his  brevet 
ran  k . 

The  bill,  at  much  length,  was  opposed  by  Mes- 
ers  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Prentiss,  Nicholas,  and 
White,  and  advocated  by  Messrs.  Hubbard  and 
Strange. 

On  the  question  of  its  engrossment  for  a third 
reading,  the  vote  stood  as  lollows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Brown,  Clayton,  Hub- 
bard, Lyon,  Norvell,  Preston,  Strange,  Tallmadge, 
—9. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Buchanan,  Calhoun, 
Clay,  of  Alabama,  Fulton.  King,  Lumpkin,  Mc- 
Kean, Mouton,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Prentiss,  Rives, 
Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Connecticut, 
Smith,  of  Indiana,  Swift,  Tipton,  Tro, ter,  White, 
Young — 23. 

So  the  bill  was  then  rejected,  and  the  senate 
adjourned. 

June  18.  Mr.  Buchanan  presented  six  memo- 
rials from  citizens  of  the  city  and  connly  of  Phila- 
delphia, praying  the  immediate  passage  of  the 
sub-treasury  bill,  and  remonstrating  against  a 
bank  of  the  United  States.  Laid  on  the  table. 

Also,  a remonstrance  from  citizens  of  Philadelphia 
against  the  passage  of  an  international  copy-right 
law.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  patents. 

Also,  a memorial  from  citizens  of  the  District  of 
Columbia  and  others,  recommending  to  congress 
the  making  provision  to  send  a diplomatic  agent  to 
h’ayti.  Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Tallmadge  said  he  rose  to  ask  the  unanimous 
consent  of  the  senate  to  bring  in  a bill  to  abolish 
imprisonment  for  debt  in  certain  cases.  I introduc- 
ed this  subject,  some  time  since,  said  Mr.  T.,  to 
the  attention  ofthe  senate,  by  presenting  a petition 
for  that  purpose,  and  referring  it  to  the  committee 
on  the  Judiciary.  I had  hopid  that  that  committee, 
who  are  so  abundantly  competent,  would  have  di- 
gested a hill  for  the  abolishment  of  imprisonment  for 
debt  in  all  cases  on  process  issuing  out  of  the  courts 
ol  the  United  States.  I am  aw  are  of  the  difficulties 
in  framing  the  details  of  such  a hill;  and  am  also 
aware  that  there  might  bea  difference  of  opinion  as 
to  its  adoption.  I fully  appreciate  the  situation  of 
the  committee,  and  do  not  intend,  in  the  slightest 
degree,  tt>  complain  of  their  inaction. 

For  myself,  I am  free  to  say,  I am  in  favor  of 
such  a hill  in  its  broadesi  terms.  I was  a member 
ofthe  New  York  legislature  when  the  act  of  that 
state  passed  abolishing  imprisonment  for  debt. 
There  was  much  difference  ot  opinion  then  existing 
on  that  subject.  But.  I believe, since  the  practical 
operation  of  the  act  ha3  been  seen  and  felt,  it  has 
become  entirely  satisfactory  to  the  great  body  of 
that  community.  So  it  would  be  in  the  United 
States,  if  congress  would  adopt  the  measure.  The 
example  of  this  government,  too,  would  have  a ten- 
dentenev  to  do  away  that  relic  of  barbarism  in  those 
states  where  it  still  exists. 
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At  this  late  period  in  the  session  I am  unwilling 
to  present  a bill  so  bio. id  in  its  operation  as  to  call 
forth  debate,  either  upon  its  general  principles,  or 
the  detail  of  its  provisions,  and  thereby  defeat  its 
passage  at  this  time.  I will,  therefore,  content 
inyself  with  a measure  which  I trust  will  meet 
the  approbation  of  all,  and  which  will  receive  the 
favorable  action  of  congress  before  its  adjourn- 
ment. I propose  ili.il  no  person  shall  be  imprisoned 
for  debt  in  any  slate  on  process  issuing  out  of  a court 
of  the  United  States , where,  by  the  laws  of  such  state, 
imprisonment  for  debt  has  been  abolished.  This 
proposition,  1 think,  cannot  be  reasonably  objected 
to  from  any  quarter.  It  will  answer  tire  present 
emergency,  and  congress  can  hereafter,  w ith  full 
deliberation,  act  on  the  general  question  of  unlimit- 
ed and  unconditional  abolishment  of  imprison. .rent 
for  debt  in  all  cases  within  its  jurisdiction.  I con- 
sider it  the  relic  of  a barbarous  age,  unsuited  to 
the  times  in  which  we  live,  and  derogatory  to  the 
free  institutions  under  which  it  is  tolerated. 

I will  not  detain  the  senate  by  any  discussion  of 
the  general  qntstion.  I wish  merely  to  call  the 
attention  of  senators  to  the  precise  proposition 
which  I intend  to  submit  at  this  time. 

Much  excitement  prevails,  and  justly  prevails,  in 
the  city  of  New  York,  on  this  subject.  Whilst  our 
own  citizens  are  exempt  from  imprisonment  under 
the  process  of  our  own  courts,  still  they,  as  well  as 
strangers  and  citizens  from  our  states,  are  incarce- 
rated under  process  from  the  courts  of  the  United 
Stat  s.  This  is  a strange  anomaly,  and  ought  not 
to  exist.  I am  told  that  the  jail  in  the  eity  of  New 
York  is  crowded  with  unfortunate  debtors  from 
o iler  states,  who  have  been  arrested  and  committed 
to  prison,  for  want  of  bail,  under  the  laws  of  the 
United  S'ates,  and  who  would  have  been  exempted 
from  imprisonment  under  the  law  of  the  state  of 
New  York.  Th  -se  citizens  have  gone  there  on  bu- 
siness— ineicantile  business,  perhaps;  for  New 
York  is  the  great  commercial  emporium  “where 
merchants  most  do  congregate.”  Shall  it  be  tole- 
rated that  the  rights  of  the  citizen  shall  be  thus  in- 
vaded? The  constitution  says,  “The  citizens  of 
each  state  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and 
immunities  of  citizens  in  the  several  states.”  It 
may  well  be  doubted  whether,  under  this  clause, 
the  citizens  of  another  state  can  be  imprisoned  for 
debt  by  process  from  the  courts  of  the  United 
States,  in  a state  where,  by  law,  imprisonment  for 
debt  has  been  abolished.  It  is,  at  least,  against  the 
spirit  of  the  constitution.  I merely  make  this  sug- 
gestion from  first  impression,  without  having  be- 
stowed a thought  upon  it  to  enable  me  to  go  into  a 
constitutional  argument.  I wish  to  avoid  all  such 
discussions  at  this  time.  Mv  proposition  does  not 
necessarily  lead  to  them.  But,  I ask,  shall  it  be 
tolerated  that  the  laws  of  the  general  government 
shall  be  used  as  an  engine  of  oppression,  and 'to 
supersede  the  benign  and  philanthropic  legislation 
of  the  states?  The  process  of  your  courts  is  abus- 
ed. It  is  used  to  evade  and  defeat  the  spirit  of  the 
laws  of  the  states.  Until  all  the  slates  adopt  this 
humane  principle,  there  will  be  difficulties  enough, 
as  between  themselves,  without  superadding  the 
oppression  of  the  g meraJ  government. 

By  the  lawot  New  York,  her  citizens  are  exempt 
from  imprisonment  within  her  own  borders.  But 
if  oim  of  them  can  seize  another  in  a state  where 
imprisonment  is  not  abolished,  he  can  imprison  him 
there,  although  bv  our  own  laws  he  would  be  ex- 
einnt  at  home.  This  evil  can  only  be  corrected  by 
the  legislation  of  the  respective  states.  There  are 
evils,  however,  which  the  legislation  of  congress 
alone  can  reach.  Notwithstanding  the  laws  of  New 
York  exempt  her  own  citizens,  yet,  if  the  plaintiff 
resides  in  mother  state,  he  may  imprison  the  de- 
fendant in  New  York,  under  process  from  the  courts 
of  the  United  States.  And  1 am  told  it  is  not  unusu- 
al for  a d una  id  to  be  transferred  to  a friend  in  an  ad- 
joining st  ite  for  the  mere  purpose  of  enforcing  it  in 
tliat  manner.  So,  too,  may  citizens  of  other  states, 
although  exempted  by  our  laws,  be  imprisoned  in 
New  York  by  like  process  from  courts  of  the  Unit- 
ed Stalt-s. 

1 have  merely  alluded  to  these  cases  by  way  of 
illustration,  and  by  way  of  showing  the  crying  evil 
under  which  many  of  our  citizens  are  now  laboring. 
When  I said  the  jail  in  New  York  was  crowded 
with  unfortunate  debtors,  it  was  no  “fancy  sketch.” 
The  subject  has  been  deemed  worthy  the  present- 
ment of  a grand  jury  of  that  city.  They  visited,  in 
a body,  the  prison,  and  “were  shown  a range  of 
twelve  cells,  of  the  dimensions  of  about  ten  feet  by 
seven  each,  occupied,  as  they  were  informed  by 
the  keeper,  by  twenty-three  individuals,  or  about 
two  to  each  cell.  These  cells,  originally  designed 
for  the  occupation  of  but  one  person,  are  obviously 
not  sufficiently  well  ventilated  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  two,  particularly  durifig  the  present  extreme 
heat  of  the  weather.  In  addition  to  this,  from  the 


manner  of  the  building  and  consequent  dampness  i proceedings  of  the  naval  court  martial  held  at  Gos- 
ol  the  cells,  the  walls  of  which  are  plastered  upon  ; port  on  the  case  of  captain  William  Ramsay  and 
stone,  they  are  deemed  as  yet  to  be  in  a very  unfit  ; with  the  subsequent  correspondence.  Laid  on  the 
situation  to  be  tenanted  by  individuals  whose  lives  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


or  health  are  of  the  least  importance  to  themselves, 
to  families  from  whom  they  may  be  separated,  or 
to  the  community  at  large.  It  is  but  an  act  ol  jus- 
tice to  say  that  the  arrangement  of  two  persons  in 
a cell  was  dictated  by  motives  of  humanity,  as  be- 
ing the  best  that  could  be  done  under  existing  cir- 
cumstances, the  ground  tier  ol  cells,  from  their 
excessive  dampness,  being  absolutely  untenantable. 
From  the  nature  of  the  laws  of  our  state  upon  the 
subject  of  impiisonmcnt  for  debt,  the  persons  thus 
confined  are  strangers,  and  certainly  not  a class 
who  are  to  be-considered  as  having,  on  that  account, 
a diminished  claim  upon  our  sympathy.  Among 
their  complaints  of  severe  colds  and  various  rheu- 
matic affections  resulting  from  the  causes  adverted 
to,  some  were  of  a character  such  a=,  being  thus 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  proper  authorities,  we 
are  persuaded  will  not  fail  to  receive  that  imme- 
diate and  proper  attention  for  which  the  circum- 
stances call.” 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  proper  authorities  will 
do  all  in  their  power,  and  all  that  humanity  re- 
quires, to  alleviate  the  condition  of  these  unfortu- 
nate debtors. 

I would  remind  the  seriate  that,  as  appears  from 
the  presentment  of  the  grand  jury,  “the  persons 
thus  confined  are  strangers,”  citizens  of  other 
states,  and  all  impiisoned  under  the  benign  laws  of 
the  United  States!  Is  there  a senator  here  whose 
blood  does  not  boil  with  indignation  at  the.very 
idea  that  a citizen  ol  his  own  state,  should  be  thus 
confined,  like  a felon,  far  from  his  home,  beyond 
the  reach  of  friendly  sympathy,  with  perhaps  a wife 
and  children  dependent  on  him  for  suppoit,  and 
anxiously . waiting  his  return?  Is  there  a senator 
here  who  will,  for  one  moment,  consent  that  the 
health,  and  perhaps  the  life,  of  that  citizen  shall  be 
sacrificed,  or  even  jeoparded,  under  the  operation 
of  the  barbarous  code  which  still  prevails  in  this 
government? 

“Shut  from  the  common  air,  and  common  use 

Of  their  own  limbs,  how  many  drink  the  cup 

Of  baleful  grief,  or  eat  the  bitter  bread 

Of  misery!” 

If  such  would  be  the  feelings  of  every  senator, 
let  him  unite  with  me  to  wipe  this  loul  blot  from 
the  statute-books  of  the  nation. 

Leave  w'as  accordingly  granted;  the  bill  was  in- 
troduced, read  twice,  and  referred. 

On  motion  of  Messrs.  Hubbard  and  Sevier,  com- 
mittees wore  discharged  from  the  further  consider- 
ation of  various  private  claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Buchanan,  the  senate  took  up 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Williams  for  leave  to  introduce 
a bill  to  provide  for  the  survey  and  determination  of 
the  northeastern  boundary  line  of  the  United  States 
according  to  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  ol  1783. 

Mr.  Buchanan  at  much  length  proceeded  to  prove, 
by  documents  and  arguments,  that  this  boundary 
was  well  defined,  and  easy  to  he  ascertained;  but  he 
opposed  the  bill  as  likely,  under  existing  circum- 
stances, to  lead  to  unnecessary  war,  though  he  de- 
clared himself  ready  to  go  to  war  rafherthan  Maine 
should  he  dismembered.  In  conclusion,  he  gave 
notice  that  if  it  should  be. returned  to  the  senate  by 
the  committee  on  foreign  relations,  and  should  come 
up  for  consideration,  he  would  then  move  for  inde- 
finite postponement. 

Mr.  Dams  argued  and  insisted,  in  reply  to  Mr. 
Buchanan,  that  an  order  for  a survey  was  in  itself, 
even  under  the  circumstances,  no  other  than  a pa- 
cific measure.  He  also  at  some  length  adduced  ad- 
ditional facts  and  arguments  to  those  already  ad- 
duced, to  show  that  the  boundary  of  the  treaty  was 
altogether  definite  and  easily  found, 

Mr.  Williams  also  addressed  the  senate  on  the 
subject,  especially  in  reply  to  a remark  of  Mr. 
Buchanan,  that  Maine  had  acted  in  somew  hat  of 
passion,  Mr.  W.  going  into  the  history  of  the  case 
to  show  that  Maine  had  acted  at  least  w ith  great 
coolness  and  deliberation. 

Mr.  W.  al-o  arguedat  length  in  favor  of  the  bill, 
and  further  in  reply  to  Mr.  Buchanan. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  having  expressed  a de- 
sire to  speak  on  the  subject. 

The  senate  held  an  executive  session,  and  then 
adjourned. 

June  19.  After  some  remarks  of  Messrs.  Mor- 
ris and  Allen,  of  Ohio,  in  relation  to  an  article 
which  appeared  in  the  Intelligencer  of  this  morning 
on  the  subject  of  the  Washington  Monument,  and 
a complimentary  notice  from  Mr.  Clay,  of  Ken- 
tucky, to  the  decorum  and  correctness  of  that 
print. 

The  Vice  President  presented  a communication 
from  the  navy  department,  in  obedience  to  a senate 
resolution  of  the  16th  instant,  with  a copy  of  the 


Seveial  reports  from  committees  were  received; 
among  them  the  following: 

By  Mr.  Roane , from  the  committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  the  bill  referred  to  them  in  rela- 
tion to  the  orphans’ court  of  the  county  of  Alexan- 
dria, D.  C.,  with  an  amendment,  which  was  read 
and  agreed  to;  and  the  bill,  by  consent,  was  order- 
ed to  a third  reading. 

By  Mr.  Grundy,  Irom  Ihe  committee  on  the  judi- 
ciary, the  bill  relerred  to  them  to  abolish  imprison- 
ment for  debt  in  certain  cases,  with  an  amendment, 
the  design  of  which  was  to  make  the  abolition  by 
this  hill  of  imprisonment  for  debt  correspond  with 
its  abolition  in  the  respective  states  where  such  im- 
prisonment had  in  w hole  or  in  part  been  abolished; 
which  amendment  was  read,  and  the  bill  taken  up 
for  consideration. 

Alter  a few  explanatory  remarks  by  Mr.  Grundy 
and  by  Mr.  Tallmadge,  urging  the  importance  of 
speedy  action  on  the  bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  who  ex- 
pressed some  doubt  as  to  the  practicability  of  carry- 
ing all  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  as  it  now  stood, 
into  p fleet,  and  with  the  assent  of  Mr.  Tallmadge, 
the  bill  w as  laid  on  the  table  till  to-morrow,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed,  with  the  amendment. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  sen- 
ate bill  granting  pre-emption  rights  to  settlers  on 
Ihe  public  lands,  as  amended  by  the  other  house — 
the  question  being  on  a motion  of  Mr.  Young,  the 
effect  of  which  was  to  disagree  to  t hat  portion  of 
Ihe  other  house  which  excluded  from  pre-emption 
lands  laid  out  into  tow  n or  village  lots. 

Mr.  Lyon  offered  an  amendment  to  this  motion, 
the  effect  of  which  was  to  exempt  irorn  this  exclu- 
sion such  lands  as  had  been  purchased  by  others 
Irom  those  who  purchased  them  originally  from  the 
government.  This  amendment  Mr . L.  subsequent- 
ly withdrew. 

The  bill  and  the  amendment  were  discussed, 
passim,  by  Messrs.  Lyon,  Robinson,  Clay,  cf  Ken- 
tucky, Seder,  Young,  Prentiss,  Morris,  Tipton, 
Hubbard,  Smith,  of  Conn.,  King,  Clay,  of  Ala.,  and 
Bayard. 

Mr.  Young's  amendment,  granting  (in  effect) 
pre-emption  to  lands  laid  out  into  tow  n and  vil- 
lage lots,  was  rejected  by  the  follow  ing  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Buchanan,  Calhoun.  Grundy, 
Lumpkin,  Monton,  Nicholas,  Roane,  Robinson 
Wall,  White,  Young— il. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benlon,  Brown, 
Clay,  of  Ala.,  Clay,  of  Kem,  Clayton,  Culhberf, 
Davis,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  Knight,  Lyon,  Merrick, 
Morris,  Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Prentiss,  Rives, 
Sevier,  Smith,  ol  Conn.,  Strange,  Tipton,  Williaiii=* 
Wright— 26. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  stated  that  the  effect  of 
one  of  the  amendment  sol  tile  other  house,  w hicli  lad 
not  been  noticed  by  senators,  was  to  subject  to  the 
provisions  of  this  bill  certain  lands  which  had 
heretofore  been  always  reserved  from  pre-eurplion. 
These  were  lands  which  it  was  supposed  might  he 
covered  by  valid  French  or  Spanish  claims,  much 
of  which,  being  near  populous  settlements,  had 
now  become  very  valuable.  Mr.  C.  especially  spe- 
cified certain  lands  of  this  class  in  . the  vicinity  of 
St.  Louis,  w hich  he  said  would  seil  at  once  for  $10 
per  acre.  Mr.  C.  in  conclusion,  moved  to  amend 
this  amendment  of  the  other  house,  so  as  to  exclude 
all  lands  of  (his  class  from  being  subject  to  pre- 
emption under  this  bill. 

This  motion  was  carried  in  Ihe  affirmative,  as 
follow  s: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Buchanan.  Calhoun, 
Clay,  of  Ken.,  Clavton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  King, 
Knight,  McKean,  Merrick,  Niles,  Pierce,  Prentiss, 
Preston.  Roane,  Robhins.  S'ransre,  Swilt,  Tull- 
madge.  Tipton,  Wall,  White,  Williams — 24. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Clay,  of 
Ala.,  Fulton  Grundy,  Hubbard,  Lumpkin,  Lyon, 
Mouton,  Nicholas,  Norvell,  Rives.  Robinson,  Se- 
vier. Smith,  of  Conn.,  Trotter,  Wright,  Young 19. 

The  amendment  of  the  other  house,  as  amended 
bv  the  senate,  were  then  concurred  in,  yeas  42  nays 
Mr.  Robinson  and  Young;  and  the  bill  with  the 
amendments,  was  sent  back  to  the  other  house  tor 
concurrence. 

The  senate  ad  journed,  after  an  executive  session. 

.Tune  20.  After  some  unimportant  business,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Grundy,  the  senate  took  up  the  bill 
to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt  in  certain  cases. 
The  question  being  on  the  amendment  from  the 
committee  on  the  judiciary,  the  design  of  w hich 
was  to  makefile  operation  of  this  bill  correspond 
with  the  operation  of  the  laws  of  the  states,  respec- 
tively, in  which  imprisonment  for  debt  is  in  part  or 
wholly  abolished. 
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After  a discussion  (a  report  of  which  shall  have 
a place  hereafter)  in  which  the  bill  was  opposed 
by  Messrs.  Preston  and  Bayard,  and  advocated  by 
Messrs.  Talli/iadge  and  Norvell,  the  amendment  of 
the  committee  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Prentiss,  the  bill  was  farther 
amended,  so  a3  to  require  the  same  proceedings  un- 
der the  bill  as  are  adopted  in  the  courts  of  the  states 
respectively. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a third  reading  by 
the  following  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Bu- 
chanan, Clay,  of  Alabama,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Ful- 
ton, Grundy,  Hubbard,  King,  Lumpkin,  Lyon, 
McKean,  Merrick,  Morris,  Monton,  Nicholas, 
Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Prentiss,  Robbins,  Robin- 
son, Ruggles,  Sevier,  Smith,  ol  Conn.,  Smith,  of 
Indiana,  Spence,  Strange,  Swift,  Talimadge,  Tip- 
ton,  Wall,  White,  Williams,  Wright — 36. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Clayton,  Preston, 
Roane — 4. 

Subsequently  the  bill  was,  by  consent,  read  a 
third  time,  and  pissed. 

Mr.  Grundy,  offered  a resolution,  w'hich  lies  over 
one  day,  living  the  daily  assembling  of  the  seriate 
at  11  o’clock  A.  M,  instead  of  12,  till  otherwise  or- 
dered by  the  senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  King,  the  committee  on  the 
post  oifice  and  post  roads  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a new  post 
route  through  Brownsville  and  other  towns  in  Ala- 
bama. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  Mr. 
Williams’’  motion  for  leave  to  bring  in  a bill  to 
provide  for  the  survey  and  determination  of  the 
northeastern  boundary  of  the  United  States  accord- 
ing to  the  treaty  of  1783. 

The  debite  on  this  subject  ( to  be  given  hereafter) 
was  continued  and  maintained  throughout  the  day, 
by  Messrs.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Buchanan , Davis, 
Wright,  Calhoun,  and  Rives. 

Leave  was  granted,  and  the  bill  was  introduced 
and  rea  I twice. 

Mr.  Williams,  moved  to  refer  the  bill  to  a spe- 
cial committee. 

Mr.  Wright  moved  to  refer  it  to  the  committee 
on  foreign  relations. 

Messrs.  Davis  and  Williams  advocated  its  refer- 
ence to  a special  committee,  on  the  ground  that  the 
chairman  and  another  most  prominent  member  of 
the  committee  on  foreign  relalions  had  already  de- 
clared themselves  hostile  to  the  bill,  and  that  cour- 
tesy and  equity  demanded  that  it  should  at  least  go 
to  an  impartial  committee. 

Messrs.  Wright,  Rives,  Calhoun,  and  Buchanan 
advocated  its  reference  to  the  committee  on  foreign 
relations,  on  the  ground  that  it  involved  questions 
of  high  import  in  regard  to  our  foreign  relations. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  urged  that  it  should  take 
that  course  which,  if  possible,  should  obtain  the 
unanimous  approbation  of  the  senate,  union  of  ac- 
tion being  more  important  than  any  particular  man- 
ner of  action. 

The  bill  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  foreign 
relations. 

The  senate  adjourned,  after  an  executive  session. 

June  21.  The  day  was  pri ric i pally  occupied  in  a 
discussion  growing  out  of  the  presentation,  by  Mr. 
Niles,  of  resolutions  of  the  legislature  of  Connecti- 
cut, against  the  sub-treasnry-bill,  &c.  After  which, 

The  senate  spent  some  time  in  executive  session, 
and  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  ItEPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  June  14.  ( evening  session.)  After  some 
remarks  from  Mr.  Word,  of  Mississippi,  in  favor  of 
the  bill,  and  against  the  pending  amendment,  as  re- 
ported in  the  morning’s  proceedings, 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  a call 
of  the  house;  which  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Lincoln’s  pending  amendment  (providing 
that  the  pre-emptionist  shall  have  held  no  former 
pre-emption  right,)  was  then  acted  on,  and  rejected 
by  ttie  following  vote:  Yeas  75,  nays  93. 

Mr.  Briggs  offered  an  amendment,  which  he  ex- 
plained as  being  intended  to  limit  the  action  of  the 
law  to  the  honest  bona  fide  actual  settler,  and  to 
preclude  speculators  in  pre-emption  rights.  He 
asked,  and  obtained  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  amend- 
ment. 

After  some  conversation  as  to  the  expediency  of 
this  amendment, 

Mr.  Underwood  moved  to  recommit  the  bill,  with 
instructions,  as  follows: 

“ 1 hat  the  said  bill  be  referred  to  a select  com- 
mittee to  be  composed  of  one  member  from  each 
state,  with  instructions  to  report  a bill  repealing  all 
laws  which  direct  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  or 
any  part  thereof,  at  public  auc'ion,  and  graduating 
the  price  of  the  public  lands  in  such  manner  as  the 
committee  may  deem  reasonable,  fixing  different 


prices  for  the  public  land;  having  respect  to  the 
periods  of  time  they  may  remain  unsold  alter  being 
brought  into  market,  and  providing  for  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  nett  pioceeds  of  the  sales  ol  the  public 
lands,  or  the  lands  themselves,  among  the  several 
states  according  to  their  federal  members,  from  and 
after  such  day  as  the  committee  may  deem  proper, 
and  providing  lor  pre-emptions  in  favor  of  ail  those 
now  bona  fide  settled  upon  the  public  lands,  with  a 
view  to  secure  homes  for  themselves  and  families, 
and  not  to  secure  the  lands  for  others,  and  to  pre- 
vent settlements  upon  the  public  land  from  being 
made  alter  the  passage  of  this  act,  until  the  lands 
are  legally  entered  and  paid  tor.” 

Mr.  Btiggs,  at  the  suggestion  of  several  mem- 
bers, modified  his  proposition,  so  as  to  read  as  fol- 
lows: 

“That  before  any  person  claiming  the  benefit  of 
this  law  shall  have  a patent  for  the  land  which  he 
may  claim  by  having  complied  with  its  provisions 
he  shall  make  oath  before  some  person  authorized 
by  law  to  administer  the  same,  which  oath,  with 
the  certificate  of  the  person  administering  it,  shall 
be  filed  with  the  register  of  the  proper  office,  when 
the  land  is  applied  for,  and  by  said  registei  sent  to 
the  office  of  the  commissioner  of  public  lands,  that 
he  entered  upon  the  land  which  lie  claims  in  his 
own  right,  and  exclusively  for  his  own  use  and 
benefit,  and  that  he  has  not,  directly  or  indirectly, 
made  any  agreement  or  contract  in  any  manner 
with  an)'  person  or  persons. whatever,  by  which  the 
tide  which  he  might  acquire  from  the  government 
of  the  United  States  should  enure  to  the  use  and 
benefit  of  any  one  except  himself,  or  to  convey  or 
transfer  the  said  land,  or  the  title  which  he  may  ac- 
quire to  the  same,  to  any  other  person  or  persons 
whatever,  at  any  subsequent  time:  and  if  such  per- 
son, claiming  the  benefit  of  this  law  as  aforesaid, 
shall  swear  falsely  in  the  premises,  he  shall  be  sub- 
ject to  all  the  pains  and  penalties  for  perjury,  forfeit 
the  money  which  he  may  have  paid  for  the  land, 
and  ail  right  and  title  to  the  said  land,  and  any 
grant  or  conveyance  which  he  may  have  made  in 
pursuance  of  such  agreement  or  contract  as  afore- 
said, shall  he  void,  except  in  the  hands  of  a pur- 
chaser in  good  faith  for  a valuable  consideration 
without  notice;  and  the  certificate  which  shall  be 
filed  with  the  commissioner  as  aforesaid  shall  be 
taken  to  be  conclusive  evidence  that  the  oalh  was 
legally  administered.” 

There  was  some  further  discussion  on  these  and 
the  other  amendments,  and  upon  the  bill  generally; 
when 

Mr.  Menefee,  after  <-ome  remarks  in  opposition  to 
the  bill  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  offer  an 
amendment — (which,  however,  he  had  not  an  op- 
portunity of  doing.)  Mr.  Boon,. demanded  the  pre- 
vious question.  Mr.  Randolph  called  the  atten- 
tion of  the  house  to  the  fact  (hat  Mr.  Boon  had 
pledged  himself  that  the  previous  question  should 
not  be  demanded  till  candlelight.  It  was  then  half 
past  6 P.  M. 

After  some  appeals  from  various  members,  Mr. 
Boon  withdrew  the  proposition,  and  it  was  imme- 
diately renewed  by  Mr.  Cushman,  who  thought  the 
debate  had  occupied  a sufficient  time  already'.  On 
seconding  the  .call  for  the  previous  question,  the 
division  stood:  Ayes  S6,  noes  98.  So  the  house  re- 
fused to  second  the  demand  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion. The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  propo- 
sition to  recommit  with  instructions.  (See  above.) 
The  yeas  ai  d nays  being  ordered,  this  motion  was 
decided  in  the  negative,  as  follows:  Yias  79,  nays 
123.  The  question  recurred  upon  Mr.  Brigg’s 
proposition,  (see  above,)  upon  which  the  yeas  and 
nays  had  been  ordered.  Mr.  Casey  opposed  the 
amendment  on  the  ground  that  it  would  encumber 
the  title  in  every  land  sale,  and  would  produce  end- 
less litigation. 

Mr.  Titus  had  read  the  following-  amendment, 
which  he  gave  notice  he  should  offer  in  case  the 
pending  amendment  did  not  prevail: 

“Sec.  — -.  Jlndbe  it  farther  enacted.  That  every 
person  claiming  a pre-emption  right  shall  make  an 
affidavit  that  the  said  claim  is  on  his  own  account 
and  for  his  own  benefit,  and  not  with  any  previous 
agreement  OF'understanding  with  any  other  person 
or  persons  to  transfer  the  same.” 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Brigg’s 
amendment,  and  resulted  in  the  adoption  of  that 
amendment  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  H.  Allen, 
J.  W.  Allen,  Aycrigg,  Banks,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond, 
Borden,  Briggs,  Bronson,  William  B.  Calhoun, 
Chambers,  Chaney,  Childs,  Clowney,  Coles,  Connor, 
Corwin,  Cushing* Darlington, Dawson, Davee.  Davis. 
Deberry,  Dennis,  Dunn,  Elmore,  Evans,  Everett, 
Ewing,  R.  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  R.  Garland,  Goode. 
J.  Graham,  Graves,  Grennell,  Griffin,  Haley,  Hall. 
Halsted,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hastings,  Hawes,  Haw- 
kins, Haynes,  Henry,  Hoffman,  Hopkins,  R.  M.  T, 


Hunter,  Ingham,  H.  Johnson,  J.  Johnson,  W.  C. 
Johnson,  J.  W.  Jones,  Kennedy,  Lincoln,  S.  Mason, 
Maury,  Maxwell,  McKay,  McKennan,  Menefee, 
Mercer,  Milligan,  Mitchell,  Montgomery,  Naylor, 
Noyes,  Ogle,  Palmer,  Parris,  Patterson,  Peck,  Pen- 
nybacker,  Phelps,  Phillips,  Pope,  Potts,  Pratt,  S.  S. 
Prentiss,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rcncher,  Rhett,  Richard- 
son, Ridgway,  Robertson,  Robinson,  Runisey,  Rus- 
sell, Sergeant,  Sheffer,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  Sibley, 
Slade,  Southgate,  Stanly  Stratton,  Taliaferro, 
Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Underwood,  J. 
White,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  T.  T.  Whittlesey,  L. 
Williams,  Sherod  Williams,  Word,  Yorke — 114. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Beatty,  Beirne,  Bicknell.  Birdsall.Boon.  Buchanan, 
John  Calhoon,  Cambreleng,  J.  Campbell,  Carter, 
Casey,  Chapman,  Cheatham,  Cleveland,  Craig, 
Crary,  Crockett,  Cushman,  Dromgoole,  Duncan, 
Farrington,  Fairfield,  Foster,  Gallup,  W.  Graham, 
Grant,  Gray,  Hammond,  Hamer,  Herod,  Howard, 
Hubley,  W.  H.  Hunter,  T.  B.  Jackson,  N.  Jones, 
Keim,  Klingensmith,  Leadbetter.  Lewis,  Logan, 
Loomis,  Lyon,  J.  M.  Mason,  Martin,  May,  R. 
McClellan,  McClure,  Miller,  Moore,  Morgan,  S. 
W.  Morris,  C.  Morris,  Noble,  Owens,  Parker,  Par- 
menter,  Pearce,  Petrikin,  Plummer,  Potter,  John 
H.  Prentiss,  Rariden,  Reily,  Rives,  Shields,  Sliep- 
lor,  Snyder,  Spencer,  Stone,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus, 
Toucey,  Turney,  Wagener.  Webster.  Weeks,  Al- 
bert S.  White,  Jared  W.  Williams,  C.'  H.  Williams, 
Worthington,  Yell — 86. 

Mr.  Bell  proposed  the  following  amendment: 

“ Jlnd  provided  further,  I hat  fheoperatiori  of  this 
act  shall  be  suspended  as  to  the  lands,  and  every 
part  of  them,  which  have  been  contiguously  loca- 
ted to  the  Choctaw  Indians  in  the  slate  of  Missis- 
sippi, under  the  instructions  of  the  secretary  of 
war  to  col.  George  W.  Martin,  localing  agent, 
bearing  date  13T  of  October,  1834  and  the  in- 
structions of  Elbert  Herring,  commissioner  of  In- 
dian affairs,  to  the  said  agent,  bearing  date  the  11th 
of  March,  1835;  and  as  to  the  lands,  and  every  part 
of  them,  of  which  any  Choctaw  head  of  a family 
had  possession  at  the  date  of  the  treaty  concluded 
at  Dancing  Rabbit  Creek,  27!h  September.  1830, 
and  who  signified  his  or  her  intention  to  remain  anti 
become  a citizen  of  the  United  States,  according  to 
the  provisions  of  the  14th  article  of  the  said  treaty, 
until  the  final  action  of  congress  in  relation  to  the 
claims  of  said  Indians,  under  the  14th  article  of 
said  treaty'.” 

Some  conversation  as  to  the  expediency  and 
operation  of  this  amendment  fork  place  between 
Messrs.  Bell,  Prentiss,  of  Mississippi,  Pennybacker, 
and  Lyon,  when  Mr.  May  sent  to  the  chair  the  fol- 
lowing amendment,  proposed  as  an  amendment  to 
Mr.  Bell’s  motion: 

“And  that  any  person,  being  the  head  of  a fa- 
mily, who  now  is  settled,  or  shall  hereafter  settle, 
on  any  of  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States,  and 
who  shall  continue  to  reside  on  and  cultivate  the 
same  for  the  period  of  twelve  months,  shall,  upon 
making  proof  thereof,  according  to  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  be  entitled  to  a right  of  pre-emption  to 
one  quarter  section  on  the  terms,  conditions,  limi- 
tations, and  restrictions  contained  in  the  foregoing 
section  and  provisions  of  this  act.” 

Mr.  May  defended  and  explained  his  amendment, 
and  asked  forthe  yeas  and  nay's  thereon;  which  the 
house  refused  to  order.  Mr.  Sherrod  Williams 
asked  for  another  count:  which  was  granted,  and 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered.  Mr.  Polls  moved 
an  adjournment.  Negatived.  Mr.  Petrikin  de- 
manded the  previous  question. 

Many  gentlemen  desired  to  know  what  would  be 
the  main  question,  if  ordered. 

The  Chair  explained  that  all  the  amendments  re- 
ported by  the  committee  of  the  whole,  excepting 
one,  bad  been  adopted  bv  the  house.  To  that  one 
several  amendments  had  been  made,  and  one  of 
these  was  yet  pending.  But,  as  that  amendment 
of  the  committee  had  not  been  adopted,  it,  with 
all  the  amendments  proposed  thereto,  would  be  cut 
off,  were  the  main  question  ordered. 

The  call  for  the  previous  question  was  not  se- 
conded, 52  only  voting  for  it,  and  the  recusants  no't 
counted. 

The  question  recurred  upon  Mr.  May’s  amend- 
ment, and  was  decided  as  follows:  Yeas  52,  nays  130. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  Ohio,  proposed  the  following 
amendment  to  the  amendment: 

“.find  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  public  faith 
shall  not,  by  any  thing iti  this  act  contained,  nor  hy 
the  passage  thereof,  be  considered  as  pledged,  ei- 
ther directly  or  by  implication,  that  congress  will 
or  ought  hereafter  to  renew  (he  same,  or  pass  or  re- 
new any  other  act  granting  pre-emption  rights  to 
settlers  on  the  public  lands  who  may,  contrary  1o 
law',  settle  thereon  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this 
act.” 
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Mr.  Harrison,  ol'  Missouri,  moved  the  previous 
question.  Mr.  Sherrod  ll'Hliams  moved  to  lay  the 
bill  on  the  table.  Lost.  On  seconding  the  de- 
mand for  the  previous  question,  the  division  was  as 
follows:  Yeas  61,  nays  not  counted. 

So  there  was  no  second. 

Mr.  Mason’s  amendment  was  then  rejected. 

The  amendment  of  the  committee  of  the  whole, 
as  amended,  was  then  adopted. 

The  question  recurring  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a third  time,  Mr.  Boon  moved 
the  previous  question.  Seconded,  (by  tellers,) 
Ayes  95,  noes  -13.  And  the  bill  was  then  ordered 
to  a third  reading,  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Andrews, 
Atherton,  Beatty,  Beirne,  Bell,  Bicknell,  Biddle, 
Birdsall,  Borden,  Bronson,  Buchanan,  J.  Calhoon, 
Cambreleng.  Carter,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chapman, 
Cheatham,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Craig,  Crary,  Crock- 
ett, Cushing,  Cushman,  Darlington,  Davee,  Drom- 
goole,  Duncan,  Dunn,  Edwards,  Farrington,  Fair- 
field,  Fillmore,  Foster,  Fry,  Gallup,  It.  Garland, 
Goode,  Win.  Graham,  Grant,  Gray,  Haley,  Ham- 
mond, Hamer,  Harrison,  Haynes,  Henry,  Herod, 
Holrov,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Huble'y,  W.  H. 
Hunter,  Ingham,  T.  B.  Jackson,  Jabez  Jackson,  H. 
Johnson,  J.  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  Keim,  Kemble, 
Klingensmith,  Leadbetter,  Lewis,  Logan,  Loomis, 
Lyon,  Marvin,  Martin,  Maury,  May,  McKay,  R. 
McClellan,  A.  McClellan,  McClure,  McKennan, 
Miller,  Moore,  Morgan,  S.  W.  Morris,  Naylor, 
Noble,  Noyes,  Owens,  Palmer,  Parker,  Parrnenter, 
Paynter,  Pennybacker,  Petrikin,  Phelps,  Plainer, 
Pope,  Pratt,  J.  H.  Prentiss,  S.  S.  Prentiss,  Rariden, 
Reily,  Ridgway,  Rives.  Rumsey,  Shelter,  Shields, 
Sheplor,  Sibley,  Snvder,  Southgate,  Spencer,  Stone, 
Taylor.  Thomas,  Titus,  Toucey,  Turney,  Vail, 
Wagener,  Webster,  Weeks,  A.  S.  White,  J.  White, 
T.  T.  Whittlesey,  S.  Williams,  J.  W.  Williams,  J. 
L.  Williams,  C.  H.  Williams,  Won!,  Worthing- 
ton—132. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Adams.  H.  Allen,  J.  W.  Allen, 
Aycrigg,  Banks,  Bond,  Briggs,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  J. 
Campbell,  Chambers,  Clowney,  Connor,  Corwin, 
Dawson,  Davies,  Deberry,  Dennis,  Elmore,  Evans, 
Everett,  Ewing,  Richard  Fletcher,  J.  Graham, 
Graves,  Grennell,  Grilfin,  Hall,  Harlan,  Hastings, 
Hawes,  Hawkins,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  J.  W.  Jones, 
Kennedy,  Lincoln,  J.  M.  Mason,  Samson  Mason, 
Maxwell,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Ogle,  Parris,  Patter- 
son, Pearce,  Peck,  Phillips,  Pickens,  Potts,  Ran- 
dolph. Reed,  Bencher,  Rhett,  Richardson,  Robert- 
son, Robinson,  Russell,  Sergeant,  A.  H.  Shepperd, 
C.  Shepard,  Slade,  Stanly,  Stratton,  Taliaferro, 
Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  E.  Whittlesey,  L. 
Williams,  Wise,  Yorke — 70. 

Mr.  Harlan  moved  that  the  house  do  adjourn, 
(it  was  then  half  pastS  o’clock.)  The  division 
(bv  tellers)  on  this  motion  resulted  as  follows: 
Ayes  72,  noes  76  So  the  the  house  refused  to  ad- 
journ. The  bill  was  then  read  a third  time. 

Mr.  Prentiss,  of  Mississippi,  moved  to  commit 
the  bill  to  the  committee  of  the  whole,  with  instruc- 
tions to  strike  out  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Bell,  (see 
above,)  and,  in  lieu  thereof,  to  report  the  follow- 
ing: 

"Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted , That  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  president  of  the  United  States  to  cause 
to  be  reserved  from  sale  or  entry,  according  to  the 
provisions  of  this  or  any  other  law  of  the  United 
States,  any  tract  or  tracts  of  land  reserved  to  any 
Choctaw  under  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  of 
Dancing  Rabbit  Creek  of  133!),  and  also  to  reserve 
from  sale  or  entry  a sufficient  quantity  of  the  unoc- 
cupied and  unimproved  lands  acquired  by  said  trea- 
ty, to  satisfy  the  claim  ofsnch  Indians  as  may  have 
been  entitled  to  reservations  under  said  treaty,  and 
whose  lands  may  have  been  sold  by  the  United 
States  on  account  of  any  default,  neglpct  or  omis- 
sion of  duty  on  the  part  of  any  officer  of  the  U nited 
States;  such  reservations  from  sale  to  continue  un- 
til the  claims  to  reservations  under  said  treaty  shall 
be  investigated  by  the  board  of  commissioners  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpose,  and  their  report  finally 
acted  upon  by  congress. 

Upon  this  motion  Mr.  Prentiss  asked  for  the  yeas 
and  nays.  Mr.  Duncan  moved  an  adjournment, 
Lost:  Ayes  65,  noes  75.  Mr.  Cushman  moved  the 
previous  question;  which  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  was  ordered  to  be  put,  viz.  shall  this 
bill  pass?  On  this  question  Mr.  Boon  demanded 
the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered,  and  then 
Mr.  Patterson  moved  that  the  house  adjourn  (9 
o'clock.)  Lost.  The  question  was  then  taken  on 
the  passage  of  the  bill,  as  amended,  which  resulted 
as  follows:  Yeas  107,  nays  52.  So  the  bill  was 
sent  to  the  senate  for  concurrence  in  the  amend- 
ments made  by  the  house;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Taylor , the  house  (at  half  past  9 o’clock)  ad- 
journed. 


[During  the  discussion  of  the  pre-emption  bill, 
on  the  morning  preceding  the  above  aiternoon’s 
action— 

Mr.  Goode  moved  the  following  amendment: 
"Provided,  That  the  right  of  pre-emption  shall 
extend,  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  at  $2  50 
per  acre,  to  all  lands  within  the  alternate  sections 
belonging  to  the  United  States,  on  the  Miami  and 
Wabash  and  Erie  canals  in  the  state  of  Ohio,  which 
have  been  settled  on,  occupied,  and  improved,  for 
the  purpose  of  cultivation,  prior  to  the  first  day  of 
December,  1835,  and  which  are  still  in  the  posses- 
sion and  occupation  of  the  original  settlers,  or  his 
or  her  heirs-at-law,  not  amounting  to  more  than  one 
quarter  section,  and  being  all  in  one  tract.” 

In  offering  the  above  amendment  Mr.  G re- 
marked that  there  were  but  few  cases  to  which  the 
right  of  pre-emption  could  extend,  within  these  al- 
ternate sections,  as  there  were  but  a few  settlers  on 
those  lands  prior  to  December,  1835.  But  there 
were  a few  cases,  of  great  merit,  and  which  ought 
to  be  provided  for;  perhaps  the  cases  might  not  ex- 
ceed ten  or  twelve. 

No  question  was  taken  upon  this  amendment,  in 
consequence  of  the  preference  of  other  questions, 
in  order,  and,  finally,  of  the  previous  question,  cut- 
ting off  all  pending  and  prospective  amendments.] 
Friday,  June  15.  Mr.  Snyder  of  Illinois,  after 
the  reading  of  the  journal,  asked  leave  of  ihe  house 
to  make  an  explanation  in  relation  to  an  article  that 
appeared  in  the  Madisonian  ofyesteiday. 

Leave  being  given,  Mr.  S.  rose  and  said: 

Mr.  Speaker:  I am  constrained,  by  a sense  of  jus- 
tice to  myself  and  to  the  people  whom  I represent, 
to  notice  an  editorial  article  in  the  Madisonian  of 
yesterday — a paper  printed  in  this  city,  and  edited 
by  Thomas  Allen,  printer  to  this  house.  The  ar- 
ticle is  headed  “The  Illinois  delegation — the  sub- 
treasury.” Sir,  I will  not  take  up  the  time  of  this 
house  by  reading  it;  all  of  its  members  have  doubt- 
less seen  it;  and  I will  not  affect  to  disguise  the  fact 
that  this  article  is  intended  for  me.  There  are  but 
three  representatives  from  the  state  of  Illinois,  and 
I am  the  only  one  of  that  delegation,  to  my  know- 
ledge, who  has  given  any  intimation  that  he  would 
support  the  sub-treasury  bill.  I would  not  now,  in 
this  manner,  notice  this  article,  were  it  riot  that  the 
editor  of  that  paper  is  an  officer  of  this  house.  In 
these  days  of  the  licentiousness  of  the  press,  every 
public  man  receives  a full  measure  of  abuse;  and  I 
would  have  taken  my  share  in  silence,  emanating 
from  almost  any  other  source;  but  eminating  and 
sanctioned,  as  it  is,  by  the  official  character  of  the 
editor,  I feel  bound  to  take  this  notice  of  it,  in  or- 
der that  the  antidote  may  go  forth  with  the  poison. 
It  is  true,  the  article  makes  no  direct  or  specific 
charge  of  corruption.  It  is  worse;  it  intimates  it 
Were  it  specific,  I could  the  more  readily  defend 
my  character  from  the  foul  charge.  The  author  ol 
the  article  intimates  that  I have  solicited  executive 
favors  and  executive  smiles,  and  that  promises  and  fa- 
vors have  been  returned.  Sir,  I am  not  an  applicant 
for  office,  neither  have  I ever  received  the  smiles, 
promises,  or  favors  of  the  president.  Justice  to  him 
and  to  myself  demands  of  me  that  here,  in  my  place, 
I should  say  that  that,  as  well  as  the  charge  of  cor 
ruption  insinuated  by  the  article,  is  false  and  mali- 
cious. 

The  manner  in  which  the  editor  of  the  Madiso- 
nian has  violated  his  pledges  made  to  a portion  of 
the  democratic  members  of  this  house,  before  he 
received  their  votes  for  its  printer — namely,  that 
he  would  support  the  present  administration,  and 
the  rules  and  usages  of  the  democratic  party — ren- 
der any  other  or  lurther  notice  of  him  for  the  pre- 
sent unnecessary. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  foreign  relations 
concerning  the  Texas  question  being  resumed — 
Mr.  Tldams,  by  leave,  made  a motion  to  reco'mmit 
the  report  to  the  committee  on  foreign  relations, 
with  instructions  to  report  the  following  resolutians: 
“ Resolved , That  the  power  of  annexing  the  peo- 
ple of  any  independent  foreign  state  to  this  union 
is  a power  not  delegated  by  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States  to  their  congress,  or  to  any  depart- 
ment of  their  government,  but  reserved  by  the 
people. 

“That  any  attempt  by  act  of  congress  or  by  trea- 
ty to  annex  the  republic  of  Texas  to  this  union 
would  be  a usurpation  of  power,  unlawful  and  void, 
and  which  it  would  be  the  right  and  the  duty  ol  the 
free  people  of  the  union  to  resist  and  annul.” 

Mr.  Howard  said  that  he  concurred  entirely  in 
the  report  which  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Drnmgoole)  had  made  on  behalf  of  the  committee 
on  foreign  affairs,  which  recommended  that  all  the 
papers  relating  to  Texas  should  be  laid  upon  the  ta- 
ble; and  it  might  appear  inconsistent  in  him.to  ad- 
diess  the  house  upon  a subject  which  that  report, 
thus  receiving  his  approbation,  considered  as  not 
being  before  the  house.  But  it  would  be  remember- 


ed that  on  yesterday  a motion  had  been  made  to  re- 
commit the  report  with  certain  instructions,  the 
adoption  of  which  would  of  course  imply  that  the 
committee  had  erred  in  their  judgment.  It  was, 
perhaps,  his  duty,  certainly  his  right,  to  endeaver 
to  show  that  the  committee  had  not  erred;  and 
with  this  view  he  had,  on  yesterday,  referred  to  the 
correspondence  between  Mr.  Forsyth  and  geri. 
Hunt,  and  deduced  from  it  what  he  thought  a clear 
inference,  that  no  proposition  was  now  pending 
before  the  executive  branch  of  the  government  for 
the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  States  He 
had  read  the  letter  of  the  secretary  of  state,  declin- 
ing even  to  reserve  the  proposition  for  future  conside- 
ration, and  the  acknowledgement  of  gen.  Hunt, 
that  this  was  a prompt  and  decisive  rejection.  The 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Cushing,) 
who  dissented  from  the  report  of  the  committee, 
had  said  (as  he,  Mr.  H.,  found  it  in  his  printed 
speech,)  that  “this  proposition  was  pending  now, 
and  in  force;  and  not,  as  the  late  report  of  the  se- 
cretary of  state  would  seem  to  intimate,  withdrawn 
from  the  cogizance  of  the  government.”  This, 
then,  was  the  issue  which  the  house  had  to  decide. 
He  could  not,  for  his  own  part,  conceive  how  a re- 
jected overture  could  be  still  pending.  Texas  was 
certainly  not  bound  by  it.  If  the  president  should 
change  his  mind,  and  announce  to  the  minister 
from  Texas  that  the  proposition  would  be  received 
and  discussed,  and  should  find  that,  in  the  mean 
time,  Texas  had  entered  into  negotiations  with 
England,  or  any  other  power,  could  that  govern- 
ment be  justly  charged  with  a breach  of  faith? 
Certainly  not.  The  answer  to  such  a charge  u'ould 
be,  that  when  the  United  Staffs  promptly  and  de- 
cisively rejected  the  overture  for  annexation,  Texas 
was  left  free  to  pursue  whatever  other  course  she 
chose;  both  parties  were  precisely  in  the  same  rela- 
tive position  as  they  w'ere  before  the  proposition  was 
made.  The  conduct  of  Texas  herself  proved  this. 
A treaty  had  since  been  made,  (as  we  are  informed 
in  the  papers,  by  the  member  of  this  house  from 
Arkansas,  upon  authority  which  he  considers  un- 
questionable,) between  the  United  States  and  Tex- 
as, for  the  arrangement  of  the  boundary  line  be- 
tween them;  and  certainly  the  conclusion  of  a trea- 
ty between  two  independent  governments  was  at 
variance  with  the  attitude  in  which  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  ( Mr.  Cushing)  desired  to  place 
them.  There  was,  therefore,  nothing  before  the 
house  in  the  shape  of  a proposition  emanating  from 
Texas  herself,  upon  which  the  house,  or  any'  com- 
mittee, could  act. 

Neither  was  there  any  specific  proposition 
brought  up  by  the  memorial  or  resolutions  of  any 
Legislature  of  a state.  Massachusetts,  Ohio,  Ten- 
nessee. Alabama,  and  Michigan,  which  he  would 
not  analyze  minutely,  because  it  would  occupy  too 
much  time;  but  he  Would  content  himself  with 
saying  that  they  all  expressed  their  views  in  anti- 
cipation of  the  question  when  it  should  regularly 
come  up,  rather  than  their  intention  to  bring  it  np. 
If  any  one  should  controvert  this,  he  would  en- 
deavor to  fortify  himself  by  a particular  examina- 
tion of  these  documents.  As  to  the  numerous  pe- 
titions of  individuals  remonstrating  against  the  an- 
nexation of  Texas,  he  supposed  that  these  persons 
would  be  satisfied  as  long  as  Texas  remained  out 
of  the  union,  and,  at  all  events,  until  she  again  ex- 
pressed a desire  to  come  in.  Many,  of  the  peti- 
tions were  signed  by  women.  He  always  felt  re- 
gret when  petitions  thus  signed  were  presented  to 
the  house  relating  to  political  matters.  He  thought 
that  these  females  could  have  a sufficient  field  for 
the  exercise  of  their  influence  in  the  discharge  of 
their  duties  to  their  fathers,  their  husbands,  or  their 
children,  cheering  the  domestic  circle,  and  shed- 
ding over  it  the  mild  radiance  of  the  social  virtues, 
instead  of  rushing  into  the  fierce  struggles  of  po- 
litical life.  He  felt  sorrow  at  this  departure  from 
their  proper  sphere,  in  which  there  was  abundant 
room  for  the  practice  of  the  most  extensive  benevo- 
lence and  philanthropy,  because  he  considered  it 
discreditable,  not  only  to  their  own  particular  sec- 
tion of  the  country,  but  also  to  the  national  cha- 
racter, and  thus  giving  him  a right  to  express  this 
opinion. 

But  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
Thompson)  has  offered  an  amendment,  which 
brings  directly  before  the  house  the  propriety  of 
making  an  otter  from  the  United  States  to  Texas 
to  receive  that  country  into  the  union.  He  would 
thank  the  clerk  to  read  it. 

[The  clerk  then  read  as  follows: 

“ To  report  a joint  resolution  directing  the  presi- 
dent to  take  the  proper  steps  for  the  annexation  of 
Texas  to  the  United  States  as  soon  as  it  can  be 
done,  consistently  with  the  treaty  stipulations  of 
this  government.”] 

It  would  be  observed  that  these  steps  were  to 
be  taken  by  the  president,  not  immediately  after 
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th  e passage  of  the  joint  resolution,  but  at  some 
future  time,  the  same  as  that  indicated  by  the  le- 
gislature of  Alabama,  who  express  a wish  for  the 
annexation  “as  soon  as  it  can  be  done  without  a 
violation  of  our  honor  as  a nation,  or  any  principle 
of  international  law.”  The  passage  of  such  a re- 
solution would,  he  thought,  postpone  the  advent  of 
the  time  which  that  gentleman  wished  to  hasten. 
The  ground  upon  which  the  president  had  rejected 
the  overture  bf  Texas  was,  that  its  annexation 
would  be  equivalent  to  a declaration  of  war  with 
Mexico.  And  so  it  would.  Mexico  was  at  war 
with  Texas,  and  blockading  her  ports.  She  had  a 
right  to  do  this,  and  we  could  not  complain  so 
long  as  the  law's  of  nations  were  observed.  But 
suppose  that  Texas  were  le  'eived  into  the  union, 
what  would  be  the  condition  of  things?  Those 


It  had  been  said  that  theUnited  States  w'ere  once 
the  possessors  of  the  whole  or  a part  of  Texas,  un- 
der the  cession  of  Louisiana.  He  bel'ev°d  that  this 
was  cornet,  although  he  was  not  prepared  to  define 
the  limit  to  which  the  claim  extended.  If  this  was 
so,  w'e  had  once  before  purchased  Texas,  and  sold 
it  to  Spain  in  the  Florida  treaty.  What  we  had 
once  constitutionally  bought  and  sold,  could  w e not 
buy  again?  II  the  loriner  purchase  was  invalid,  we 
must  in  order  to  be  consistent,  relinquish  Louisiana 
to  France,  and  Florida  to  Spain,  and  restrict  our- 
selves to  the  boundaries  of  the  thirteen  original 
states;  but  no  one  would  advocate  this.  Oil  the 
contrary,  Louisiana  w ould  remain  represented  upon 
this  floor,  and  he  hoped  Florida  would  soon  be  by 
her  side. 

In  order  to  illustrate  his  opinion  that  the  adoption 


would  become  the  ports  ot  the  United  States,  and  j of  the  resolution  belore  the  house  would  be  an  an- 
the  territory  of  Texas  become  a part  of  the  United  | ticipation  of  the  subject,  arid  therefore  premature, 


States.  Mexico  w'ould,  therefore,  be  legally  inva 
ding  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  by  sea  and 
land,  with  every  description  of  armed  force,  which 
was,  ipso  facto,  war.  The  contingency  contempla- 
ted by  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  S.  C. 
was.  the  recognition  of  the  independence  of  T<  xas  by 
Mexico;  because,  until  that  happened,  no  annexa- 
tion could  be  made  consistently  with  our  treaty 
stipulations  with  Mexico.  Now,  if  Mexico  thought 
that  the  consequence  of  her  recognition  of  Texas 
would  be  its  incorporation  into  the  United  States, 
and  thereby  gratilying  the  wisher  A'  Texas,  that 
circumstance  alone  would  of  itselt  induce  Mexico 
to  refuse  to  in  ike  such  recognition.  The  contin- 
gency, therefore,  upon  which  the  action  of  this  go- 
vernment w’as  to  take  place,  would  be  postponed 
by  the  very  passage  of  this  joint  resolution,  pro- 
ducing an  eff-ct  exactly  the  reverse  of  w hat  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  wished.  He 
thought  that  the  recognition  of  the  republic  of 
Texas,  a measure  which  that  gentleman  had  advo- 
cated with  great  ardor  and  eloquence  at  the  last 
congress,  had  thrown  an  additional  difficulty  in  the 
way  of  its  final  annexation.  This  opinion  was 
freely  expressed  at  the  time,  and  lie  had  seen  no 
reas  )u  to  change  it.  The  effect  had  been  this:  to 
vary  the  question  of  constitutional  power  from  that 
which  was  tw'ice  settled,  in  the  purchases  of  Lou- 
isiana and  Florida,  and  introduce  a new  one;  thus 
depriving  the  friends  of  Texas  of  the  benefit  of 
two  precedents,  exactly  in  point,  and  throwing 
them  upon  argument  alone,  instead  of  argument 
and  precedent  united.  If  Texas  had  not  been  re- 
cognized as  an  independent  power,  arid  been  con- 
sidered, even  nominally,  as  a part  of  Mexico,  and 
a treaty  had  been  made  between  the  United  States 
and  Mexico,  by  which  the  latter  had  ceded  Texas 
to  the  former,  (the  consent  of  the  people  of  Texas 
being  first  obtained,)  the  case  would  have  been 
parallel  with  the  treaties  with  France  and  Spain, 
by  which  we  acquired  I ouisiana  and  Florida.  In- 
stead of  this,  the  question  now  was  whether  we 
could  absorb  an  entire  nation  by  a treaty  with  that 
nation.  As  for  himself,  Mr.  H.  said,  he  could  per- 
ceive no  difference  between  the  cases;  but  others, 
among  whom  was  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Adams.)  argued  that  great 
diifereiice  existed.  Great  doubt  was  expressed  by 
many  of  our  most  distinguished  statesmen,  whether 
the  federal  government  had  the  constitutional  power 
to  acquire  Louisiana  under  the  treaty  with  France; 
and  some  ol  them  had  even  admitted  that  it  was  a 
case  beyond  the  constitution,  w'hilst  they  were 
still  anxious  that  the  United  States  should  be 
rounded  oif  in  that  direction.  But  when  the  case 
of  Florida  occurred,  the  difficulty  was  lessened; 
and  the  third  instance  would  have  been  more  easily 


lie  would  refer  brieliy  to  the  only  three  inodes 
which  the  president  could  execute  the  duty  which 
it  was  proposed  to  require  of  him. 

Texas  could  only  be  annexed  to  the  United  States 
in  one  of  these  ways: 

].  By  the  exercise  of  the  treaty-making  power. 

2.  By  an  exercise  of  the  legislative  power  of  the 
federal  government. 

3.  By  an  amendment  of  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States. 

It  could  scarcely  be  deemed  proper  for  the  house 
of  representatives  to  direct  the  president  to  make  a 
treaty  upon  any  subject  with  any  power.  We 
might  as  well  request  the  senate  lo  rati fy  or  not  to 
ratify  a treaty,  when  submitted  to  that  body  by  the 
president  for  their  constitutional  action,  and  such  a 
measure,  on  the  part  of  this  house,  would  strike 
ever)-  mind  at  once  as  a departure  from  every  re- 
striction which  the  constitution  has  placed  upon  us. 
It  would  destroy  that  beautiful  harmony  establish- 
ed by  our  ancesters,  and  introduce  in  ils  stead  a 
scene  of  irregular  and  ruinous  exercise,  in  disorder 
and  confusion  of  those  powers  whose  separation, 
and  perhaps  contradiction,  like  the  centripetal  anil 
centrifugal  forces  of  the  universe,  preserve  order 
and  beauty  in  the  system.  Should  a treaty  be  made 
by  the  president  and  senate,  and  this  house  be  ap- 
pealed to  for  appropriations,  or  other  laws  to  carry 
it  out,  it  must  gravely  weigh  all  the  responsibilities 
of  its  situation  before  refusing  so  to  do.  He  ad- 
mitted that  a power  of  refusal  existed;  but  it  was 
to  be  exercised  only  in  the  last  resort:  it  was  the 
extreme  medicine  of  the  constitution.  It  was  only 
when  the  safety  of  the  nation  was  imminently  en- 
dangered that  the  maxim  would  npplv,  and  salvs 
fliopvli  become  suprema  lex.  But  it  was  riot  neces- 
sary or  proper  to  anticipate  such  a state  of  things. 
If  it  should  occur,  the  house  could  then  determine 
its  course,  without  now,  in  advance,  pledging  itself 
to  anv  course  of  measures. 

Butin  either  of  the  other  two  modes  of-execut- 
ing  the  duly,  which  the  instructions  required  at  the 
hands  of  the  president,  w hether  by  an  act  of  con 
gress,  or  an  amendment  of  the  constitution,  the 
house  of  representatives  would  be  called  upon,  ne- 
cessarily. to  perform  its  appropriate  functions. — 
Then,  better  than  now,  anexpiession  of  their  wish- 
es could  be  made.  At  present,  there  were  disturb- 
ing and  powerful  causes  at  work,  which  he  need 
not  mention  to  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
the  effect  of  which  would  be  to  decide  this  ques- 
tion upon  motives,  feelings,  and  ftiterests,  far  dif- 
ferent from  those  statesmanlike  views  which  alone 
should  govern  the  decision  of  this  deeply  important 
matter.  The  whole  nation  was  in  a state  of  agita- 
tion, working  like  a troubled  sea.  Whether  this 
commotion  would  subside  or  not,  and  restore  to  the 


accomplished  than  the  second.  Of  this  advantage  country  that  tranquillity  which  was  indispensable 
the  friends  of  Texas  were  now  deprived,  and  had  j for  the  happy  and  permanent  adjustment  of  impor- 


tant measures,  his  power  of  vision  did  not  enable 
him  to  foresee.  But  he  could  discern  plainly  that 
the  welfare  of  the  entire  people  of  the  United 
Slates,  unconnected  with  sectional  feeling,  would 
be  the  very  last  amongst  the  motives  which  would 
influence  the  house,  if  the  vote  were  now  taken 
upon  the  Texas  question. 

Upon  the  propriety  of  the  annexation  he  would 
not  enter.  He  had  carefully  avoided  bringing  that 
subject  before  the  house,  as  he  thought  its  discus- 
the  amount  of  land  granted,  whether  a portion  or  ; sion  premature.  The  few  remarks  with  which  he 
the  whole  of  the  possessions  of  the  granting  povv-  had  troubled  the  house,  upon  a different  point, 
er,  at  ail  affected  the  question  of  tlm  power  to  re-  i would  not  have  been  made  at  all  ifhe  he  had  not 
ceive,  which  could  be  solved  only  by  a reference  felt  bound  to  sustain  the  report  of  the  committee, 
to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States.  If  we  He  had  been  drawn  into  some  observations,  colla- 
bad  power  under  that  instrument  to  accept  Lou isi - : terallv,  because  two  amendments  had  been  offpred, 
ana  and  Florida  from  the  emperor  of  France  and  changing  the  question,  after  he  had  taken  the  floor. 

Mr.  Petriken  said  that  he  considered  that  tlii 


to  meet  a new  question,  instead  of  following  in  a 
track  already  trodden.  He  could  not  himself  feel 
the  force  of  the  difference  alleged  to  exist.  The 
question  turned  upon  the  competency  of  the  fede- 
ral government  to  receive,  under  the  constitution, 
a portion  of  territory  not  belonging  to  the  old  thir- 
teen United  States;  and  he  could  not  perceive  that 
the  nature  of  the  government  which  made  (lie 
grant,  whether  republic  or  monarchy,  the  position, 
whether  on  this  or  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  or 


Mr.  Cushing  asked  the  yeas  nays  winch  were 
ordered.  He  then  asked  the  mover  to- withdraw 
his  motion,  to  enable  him  to  interpose  a single  w ord 
ol  pers'onal  explanation.  He  would  renew  the  mo- 
tion in  tlm  behalf  of  the  mover. 

Mr.  Pelriken,  with  this  understanding,  consented. 
Mr.  Cushing  then  begged  leave  to  disavow  any 
intention  to  cast  any  thing  like  censure  upon  the 
conrseot  the  rest  ol  the  committee,  in  offering  his 
own  proposition.  This  had  been  imputed  lo  him 
by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  who  was  chair- 
man of  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs,  (Mr. 
How'ard,)  and  he  took  this  opportunity  to  disavow 
it.  He  intended  to  express  dissent,  not  censure. 

As  he  had  promised,  he  renewed  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Petriken,  declaring,  however,  his  intention  to 
vote  against  it. 

Mr.  Petriken  then  said  he  would  withdraw  his 
motion. 

The  Chair  said  that  it  was  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Cashing  withdrew  it. 

Mr.  Jldams  had  a word  to  say.  On  a former  day 
he  had  asked  a question  of  the  member  of  the  com- 
mittee on  foreign  affairs  who  reported  this  resolu- 
tion, as  to  the  length  of  time  and  the  degree  of  at- 
tention bestowed  by  that  committee  upon  the  sub- 
ject-matter of  the  large  number  of  resolutions  of 
state  legislatures,  and  of  petitions  ol’  the  people, 
referred  thereto.  This  question  had  been  met  with 
a denial  of  the  right  of  a member  of  that  house  to 
ask  it.  At  the  time  he  ( Mr  A.)  had  said  that  the 
country,  as  well  as  himself,  would  draw  its  own 
conclusions  from  this  reply,  His  present  purpose 
was  to  ask  the  chairman  of  that  committee  if  he  and 
the  rest  of  that  committee  hehl  the  doctrine  that  a 
member  of  that  house,  in  the  discharge  of  his  pub- 
lis  duties,  had  no  right  to  make  inquiries  of  a com- 
mittee as  to  the  mode  in  which  they  had  discharged 
their  duties?  Does  the  chairman  take  that  ground? 

Mr.  Dromgoole  here  rose,  and  wished  to  ask  a 
question  of  the  Chair.  Had  a memberof  this  house 
a right,  under  the  rules,  to  propound  such  inquiries 
to  a committee  thereof?  Mr.  Shields  here  asked 
if  the  hour  for  going  to  the  orders  of  the  day  had 
not  arrived?  Mr.  Adams  renewed  his  inquiries  of 
the  chairman  and  the  other  inembeis  of  the  com- 
mittee on  foreign  affairs.  Mr.  Howard  rose  to  re- 
ply. The  Chair  announced  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Howard  would  prefer  to  reply  at  that  time. 
There  being  no  objection,  he  proceeded  to  say  that, 
in  making  the  report  they  had,  the  committee  had 
acted  under  a sense  of  their  duty  to  the  house;  and 
it  was  for  file  latter,  as  a body,  to  decide  whether 
or  not  they  had  acted  regularly  in  so  doing.  In  re- 
ply to  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  he  would 
say  that  he  did  go  the  whole  length  of  the  ground 
taken  by  his  colleague  of  the  committee,'  (Mr. 
Dromgoole,)  who  had  brought  in  the  report  under 
consideration.  He  thought  it  disrespectful  to  a 
committee  ol  that  house  for  a member  to  catechise 
ils  members  as  to  the  precise  time  spent  in  the  dis- 
charge of  its  duties,  and  the  mode  in  which  those 
duties  were  discharged.  He  stood  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  (Mr.  Dromgoole)  on  this  point. 

Mr.  .Mams  rose  amidst  much  confusion,  occa- 
sioned by  calls  for  the  orders  of  the  day,  and  other 
cries,  from  vaiious  parts  of  the  hall,  and  said  that 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Howard)  had 
not  chosen  to  meet  the  issue  tendered  him.  He 
was  interrupted  by  the  Chair,  who  again  announced' 
the  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Hopkins  hoped  the  house  would  consent  to 
take  up  the  motion  made  by  himself  on  a former 
day,  to  reconsider  the  vote  whereby  one  branch  ol 
the  memorial  of  Francis  P.  Blair  had  been  referred 
to  a select  committee. 

Objection  was  made,  and  the  Chair  once  more  | 
announced  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  R.  Garland  rose  fo-enter  a motion  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  Yvh.erehy  the  pre-emption  bill  was 
yesterday  passed  with  certain  amendments.  Mr.  j 
Yell  moved  to  lay  the  motion  on  the  table.  Mr.  R. 
Garland  asked  if  such  a motion  was  then  in  order?  :i 
The  Chair  responded,  cerfairdv  not,  unless  by  a 
suspension  of  the  rules.  Mr.  'Yell  moved  to  sits-  j 
pend  the  rules  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  and 
considering  the  motion  of  Mr.  Garland.  Mr.  Hdams 
desired  to  know’  what  were  the  motives  of  the  gen- 
tlemen from  Louisiana  (Mr.  Garland)  in  making 
this  motion?  The  Chair  said  that  tile  inquiry  was  j 
not  then  in  order.  Mr.  .Adams  observed  that  the 
reply  would  influence  the  vote  upon  the  motion. 
The  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  was  rejected. 

In  taking  up  this  business,  as  the  regular  order  1 
of  the  day.  the  Speaker  hoped  he  should  ke  ex- 


king  of  Spain,  we  must  have  porer  to  accept  i ivir.  jreirmen  saiu  mai  ne  consmereu  mat  tins 

Texas  from  the  people  who  owned  it.  The  ques-  question  had  occupied  the  time  of  the  house  already  , rused  by  the  hoiwe  for  suggesting  thatan  adherence 
(ion  was  solely  as  to  the  power  of  the  grantee  to  too  long,  to  the  embarrassment  of  important  public  , to  the  regular  order  of  business  on  the  calendar  re- 
receive,  and  he  could  riot  see  how  the  two  ques-  business.  There  had  beerra  speech  on  each  side,  I suited  uniformly  in  the  greater  despatch  thereof, 
tions  of  the  person  granting  and  amount  granted  and  he  would  now  move  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  Mr.  Cambrelcng  rose  and  said  that  it  was  now  thre<» 
could  influence  its  decision.  I the  table.  j months  since  the  calendar  of  private  bo  .iness  naj 
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been  acted  on  with  regularity.  He  hoped  the  course 
suggested  by  the  speaker  would  be  adopted.  Mr. 
Harlan  protested  against  the  habit  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  in  dictating,  day  after  day,  the 
course  of  proceeding  to  the  house. 

The  private  calendar  was  then  taken  up,  and  a 
number  of  private  bills  disposed  of.  But  before 
much  progress  had  been  made  in  the  calendar,  the 
usual  hour  for  taking  a recess  arrived. 

EVENING  SESSION. 

The  house  met  at  half  past  three  o’clock,  but 
very  fewmembers  appeared  in  their  seats. 

A call  of  the  house  was  moved;  the  house  was 
called,  and  121  members  answered  to  their  names; 
when  further  proceedings  In  the  call  were  dispensed 
with. 

Mr.  Mercer  obtained  leave  to  move  the  following 
resolution: 

Resoloed,  That  the  use  of  the  hall  of  the  house  of 
representatives,  between  the  hours  of  eight  and  ten 
o’clock  A.  M.  on  Thursday  next,  be  allowed  to 
doctor  Sherwood  and  doctor  Dwight,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  explaining  the  discovery  which  the  former 
conceives  that  he  has  made  of  the  laws  which  re- 
gulate the  variation  of  the  magnetic,  needle,  and  of 
the  means  of  thence  deducing  at  any  time,  by  a 
simple  and  infallible  process,  the  latitude  and  longi- 
tude of  any  point  on  the  globe. 

Mr.  Petnkin  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
appropriating  half  the  time  to  an  exhibition  of  Dr. 
Reilly’s  sulphur  vapor-bath.  [A  laugh.] 

Mr.  Stanly  moved  a proviso  that  the  moverofthe 
amendment,  (Mr.  P.)  or  some  other  member, 
should  sub  nit  to  the  operation.  [Convulsions  of 
laughter.]  Mr.  Petrilin  was  required  to  reduce 
his  amendment  to  writing.  The  clerk  endeavored 
repeatedly  to  read  it,  but  failed  to  get  through. 
[The  merriment  increased.]  Mr.  Dromgoole  mo- 
ved to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the  resolution 
until  the  house  should  recover  its  gravity. 

This  motion  was  negatived,  as  was  the  amend- 
ment without  a count. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

T w o other  resolution  to  the  establishment  of  post- 
routes  were  offered,  after  which,  the  house  resum- 
ed the  consideration  of  private  bills,  and  went  into 
the  unfinished  business,  which  was  the  case  of  ma- 
jor Thomas  Harrison,*  (being  a bill  allowing  him 
arrears  of  increase  of  pension  from  the  time  the 
disability  incurred,  up  to  the  time  of  the  increase 
of  his  pension,  about  two  years  ago.) 

Mr.  Sherrod  Williams  concluded  his  speech  in 
opposition  to  the  bill.  It  was  debated  for  a con- 
siderable time,  Messrs.  Taylor , Lincoln,  Howard, 
and  Mercer  being  in  favorof  its  passage,  and  Messrs. 
Williams,  Allen,  of  Vermont,  Cushman,  and  Evans 
against  it. 

The  debate  was  ended  by  Mr.  Cushing,  who  de- 
manded the  previous  question.  It  was  seconded, 
and  carried;  and  the  main  question  being  on  order- 
ing the  bill  to  its  engrossment  for  a third  reading,  it 
was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows:  Yeas  56, 
noes  97. 

Mr.  Howard  moved  an  adjournment;  but  it  was 
lost:  Ayes  4.9,  noes  72, 

The  next  was  a bill  from  the  senate  for  the  relief 
of  Ann  S.  Heileman. 

Mr.  Underwood  opposed,  and  Mr.  Grennell  de- 
fended the  bill,  and  called  for  the  reading  of  the  re- 
port in  the  case;  which  was  read. 

The  bill  was  read  a third  time,  and  the  question 
being  or.  its  passage,  it  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Cam- 
hreleng  and  Mr.  Taylor,  and  advocated  by  Mr.  Ma- 
son, of  Virginia,  and  Mr.  Thompson,  of  South  Caro- 
lina; when  Mr.  McKennan  demanded  the  previous 
question;  which  was  seconded  and  carried. 

The  bill  was  then  passed  by  yeas  and  nays,  as 
follows:  Yeas  109,  nays  33. 

The  house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  June  16.  Mr.  Petrikin  obtained  leave 
to  otfer  a resolution  for  a post  route.  Mr.  Ingham. 
made  an  effort  to  get  Thursday  next  appointed  for 
the  considera-ion  of  bills  reported  by  the  commit- 
mitlee  on  naval  affairs;  but,  before  any  decision  on 
giving  leave  Mr.  Briggs  claimed  the  floor  for  his 
colleague,  Mr.  Adams,  on  the  unfinished  business 
of  yesterday  morning. 

After  some  explanations  on  this  subject,  Mr. 
Adams  was  about  to  address  the  house. 

*This  bill  had  been  reported  by  the  committee  of 
the  whole  with  the  enacting  clause  stricken  out. 
The  case  of  major  H.  was  a most  interesting  one; 
during  the  discussion  an  appeal  from  the  claimant, 
stating  the  grounds  upon  which  he  based  his  claims, 
was  read,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Aycrigg,  of  New  Jer- 
sey. It  recapitulated  many  most  interesting  inci- 
dents in  the  battle  of  Chipewa,  in  which  he  was 
engaged,  and  in  which  he  received  several  severe 
wounds,  and  received  the  rank  of  brevet-major  in 
consequence. 


Mr.  Tillinghast  asked  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachuse  ts,  (Mr.  Adams,)  who  was  entitled  to  the 
floor,  to  give  way  so  far  as  to  enable  him  to  request 
the  reading  of  the  resolutions  of  the  legislature  of 
Rhode  Island  on  the  subject  of  the  annexation  ol 
Texas,  introduced  by  him  ( Mr.  T.)  on  the  291  h ol 
Decembei  last.  Mr.  Adams  said  that  he  proposed 
himself,  in  his  remarks,  to  take  notice  ol  those  re- 
solutions, which  would  probably  answer  the  pur- 
pose ol  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island.  Mr. 
Tillinghast  then  said  that,  in  that  case,  as  they 
would  probably  then  be  read,  his  purpose  would  be 
answered;  and  he  would  therelore  not  insist,  at 
this  time,  upon  his  request.  His  reason  lor  mak- 
ing it  was,  that  he  understood  those  resolutions 
had  not  been  before  the  committee  for  their  con- 
sideration, and  he  ^.wished  the  grounds  taken  in 
those  resolutions  should  be  recalled  to  the  notice 
and  receive  the  attention  of  the  house  before  this 
debate  proceeded.  Mr.  Adams  addressed  the  house 
in  support  of  the  amendment  moved  by  him  to  the 
instructions  proposed  by  Mr.  Thompson,  o(  South 
Carolina,  to  be  given  to  the  committee  on  foreign 
affairs,  on  the  subject  of  the  resolutions  and  memo- 
rials respecting  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the 
union.  Mr.  A.  continued  to  speak  with  great  ear- 
nestness till  the  expiration  of  the  morning  hour; 
during  which  several  explanations  were  made  bv 
Mr.  Howard,  Mr.  Legare,  and  Mr.  Dromgoole.  [A 
full  report  of  all  the  speeches  will  be  given  here- 
after.] 

The  house  was  then  about  to  pass  to  the  con- 
sideration of  private  bills;  when  Mr.  Whittlesey 
moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  yesterday  taken  on 
the  bill-  for  the  relief  of  major  Harrison,  as  he  wish- 
ed further  time  to  consider  the  facts  in  that  case. 
Mr.  Cushman  moved  to  lay  this  motion  on  the  table; 
but  consented  to  withdraw  that  motion,  and  the 
motion  was  postponed  till  Friday'  next. 

Mr.  Shields  and  Mr.  C.  II.  Williams  made  an  ef- 
fort to  get  a day  appointed  for  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  to  enable  the  state  of  Tennessee  to  issue 
grants  and  perfect  titles  to  certain  lands  within  her 
limits. 

The  yeas  arid  nays  ware  taken  on  suspending  the 
rules  for  this  purpose,  and  stood — Yeas  67,  nays 
56;  ( not  two-thirds.)  So  the  rules  were  not  sus- 
pended. 

Mr.  Cushman  then  moved  that  the  house  go  into 
committee  of  the  whole,  on  the  two  following  bills: 

“An  act  to  provide  lor  the  better  security  ol  the 
lives  of  passengers  on  board  of  vessels  propelled  in 
whole  or  in  part  by  steam.” 

“An  act  authorizing  the  appointment  of  persons 
to  test  the  usefulness  of  inventions  to  improve  and 
render  safe  (he  boilers  of  steam  engines  against 
explosions.” 

Mr.  Biddle  said  that  the  subject  was  one  of  such 
deep  and  pressing  importance,  that  he  must  ask  lor 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  suspension  of  the  rules. 
It  was  a matter  that  touched  human  life.  Without 
extravagance  it  might  be  asserted  that  a frightful 
responsibility  hung  over  every  hour  of  delay.  The 
senate  had  passed  these  bills  five  months  ago.  Mr. 
B.  was  not  a member  of  the  committee  to  which 
this  subject  had  been  referred,  but  his  position  com- 
pelled him  painfully  to  feel  that  the  chance  for  se- 
curing attention  to  it  was  rapidly  passing  away. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and  resulted  as 
follows:  Yeas  121,  naysoT.  So  the  rules  were  sus- 
pended; and  the  house  went  into  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  Mercer,  in 
the  chair,)  and  look  up  the  bill  “authorizing  the 
appointment  of  persons  to  test  the  usefulness  of 
inventions  to  improve  and  render  safe  the  boilers  of 
steam  engines  against  explosions.” 

The  bill  was  slightly  amended,  and  then  laid 
aside  to  be  reported. 

The  committee  then  took  up  the  bill  “to  provide 
for  the  better  security  of  the  lives  of  passengers  on 
board  of  vessels  propelled  in  whole  or  in  part  by 
steam;”  together  with  an  amendment  reported  bv 
the  committee  on  commerce,  going  to  except  from 
that  provision  of  the  bill  which  requires  ev'ry 
steamboat  to  be  furnished  with  certain  long  boats 
and  yawls  the  boats  navigating  the  Mississippi 
river. 

In  support  of  this  amendment  Mr.  Thomas  read 
a memorial  signed  by  a large  number  of  the  mas- 
ters of  steamboats  on  the  western  waters,  stating 
various  reasons  why  it  would  be  inconvenient, 
dangerous,  and  nearly  impracticable  for  the  boats 
on  the  Mississippi  to  carry  these  yawls  triced  up 
on  their  quarters.  The  boat  could  much  sooner 
be  run  ashore  than  these  yawls  could  be  lowered 
and  filled  with  passengers,  &c. 

Mr.  Fillmore  suggested  that  the  boats  on  the 
lakes  stood  as  much  in  need  of  these  yaivls  as 
those  which  went  to  sea. 

Mr.  Biddle  briefly  advocated  the  amendments  of 
the  committee,  suggesting  that,  as  these  yawls 


I were  sufficient  to  contain  only  a part  ot  the  large 
: number  of  passengers  who  usually  crowded  the 
steamboats  in  the  west,  in  case  of  danger  there 
j would  be  an  instant  rush  to  get  into  them,  <he 
I weak  and  helpless  would  be  t ushed  aside,  the 
bold  and  strong  would  rush  headlong  to  the  boats, 
the  authority  of  the  commander  in  managing  them 
would  be  disregarded,  and  the  prob'ble  conse- 
quence would  be  that  the  boats  would  be  swamped, 
and  more  lives  lost  than  if  they  had  not  been  pro- 
vided. The  amendment  of  the  committee  was 
agreed  fo. 

Mr.  Tillinghast  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  ad- 
ding “or  on  tide  w aters.”  He  made  some  reiiiaiks 
in  support  of  1 his  amendment;  stated  a case  of 
great  danger  in  which  he  had  been  personally 
present,  in  which  the  presence  of  such  yawls  or 
long  boats  would  have  been  very  important,  and 
adverted  to  the  large  number  of' lives  which  had 
been  lost  by  the  destruction  of  steamboats,  a num- 
ber greater  than  often  perished  in  a war.  Mr.  Fill- 
more moved  to  amend  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Til- 
linghasf,  by  adding  the  words  “ or  on  the  lakes.” 
Mr.  Tillinghast  accepted  this  as  a modification  of 
his  amendment.  Mr.  Randolph  called  fur  the 
leadingofa  memorial  from  the  owners  ot  steam- 
boats on  the  Raritan,  staling  various  objections  to 
some  of  the  details  of  the  bill,  and  especially  to 
the  provision  respecting  yawls.  Mr.  Biddle  sug- 
gested that  the  bill  had  been  greatly  modified  in  the 
senate  since  that  memorial  was  prppand,  and  many 
of  the  matters  to  which  it  related  were  not  now  in 
the  bill.  The  bill  was,  of  necessity,  a compro- 
mise, in  which  various  views  from  all  pails  of  the 
union  had  been  regarded,  and  it  had  been  purposely 
rendered  as  general  as  possible,  avoiding  minute 
details.  He  hoped  too  many  minute  amendments 
would  not  be  made,  as  this  would  jeopard  the  suc- 
cess of  the  bill  in  the  senate.  Mr.  Tillinghast 
modified  his  amendment  so  as  to  except  ferry-boats 
and  steamboats  of  less  than  sixty  tons  from  the 
necessity  of  providing  yawls.  Mr.  Hoffman  op- 
posed the  amendment.  Such  a provision  was  not 
necessary  or  desirable  on  the  Hudson.  Mr.  Legare 
suggested  a constitutional  objection  to  it;  the  gene- 
ral government  having  no  right  to  exact  Hie  pro- 
posed penalty  within  the  states.  Mr.  Tillinghast 
said  that  the  constitutional  objection,  if  there  was 
one,  applied  equaliv  to  the  clause  compelling 
steam -vessels  navigating  the  ocean  to  supply  them- 
selves with  these  boats.  He  did  not  concur  as  to. 
the  danger  of  employing  them,  but  thought  they 
would,  at  any  rate,  give  an  additional  chance  of 
escape,  and  wished  the  experiment  to  he  tried. 
The  question  on  the  amendment  was  divided.  The" 
requirement  of  boats  for  vessels  navigating  the 
lakes  was  agreed  to.  That  for  vessels  on  tide'' wa- 
ters was  rejected. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  New  York,  offered  an  amendment 
requiring  that  the  person  employed  as  an  inspector 
of  steam-boilers  must  not  be  personally  interested 
in  their  manufacture,  and  must  he  put  on  oath  in 
the  discharge  of  his  duty.  This  amendment  was. 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Fillmore  moved  an  amendment  requirin'* 
every  boat  to  be  furnished  with  a certain  number 
of  life-preserveis.  The  amendment  was  opposed 
by  Messrs.  Biddle.  Hamer,  and  Thomas,  and  sub- 
sequently withdrawn.. 

Mr.  Howard  noticed  an  improvement  on  board 
the  steam-frigate  Fulton,  in  which  there  was  a 
double  safety-valve',  one  of  them  being  locked  up 
from  all  access,  and  so  contrived  as  of  itself  to 
let  off  the  steam,  although  the  captain  might  be 
disposed  improperly  lo  retain  it. 

Mr.  Evans  thought  that  the  biil  did  not  sufficient- 
ly provide  for  competent  skill  and  knowledge  on 
the  part  of  the  engineer  of  the  boat,  and  suggested 
an  amendment  appointing  a board  before  whom 
they  must  pass  an  examination.  Mr.  Corwin  re- 
monstrated against  a multiplicafion  of  amendments. 
The  subject  required  much  practical  knowledge, 
which  the  house  did  not  possess,  and  he  thought  it 
best  to  avoid  unnecessary  detail. 

Mr.  Sergeant  thought  the  bill  went  as  far  as  was 
practicable  or  prudent  to  go.  The  principle  of  the 
bill  was  not  to  guard  against  all  the  dangers  of  hu- 
man life,  but  only  against  those  which  were  pecu- 
liarly incident  to  the  use  of  steam,  and  these  con- 
sisted in  explosions  and  conflagrations.  The  use 
of  life-preservers  might  be  desiiable,  and  so  might 
various  other  means  of  safety,  but  they  applied  as 
well  to  all  other  vessels  as  to  steamboats,  and  op<  ti- 
ed a very  extensive  field  for  legislation.  Alter 
some  further  remarks  in  objection  to  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Evans,  the  question  was  put  on  that 
amendment,  when  it  was  rejected. 

M r . Ay c rigg  moved  an  amendment,  not  distinctly 
heard,  and  which  shared  the  same  fate. 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  and  amenment  requiring  a 
certain  number  of  buckets  to  be  kept  constantly 
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filled  with  water,  ready  for  use;  but,  before  any 
question  was  taken,  the  hour  of  recess  arrived. 

EVENING  SESSION. 

At  half  past  two  the  speaker  took  the  chair,  and 
the  house  again  resolved  itself  into  committee  ol 
the  whole  (Mr.  Davee  in  the  chair,)  on  the  steam- 
boat bill. 

Mr.  Randolph  wished  to  make  the  bill  as  perfect 
as  possible  before  it  should  be  reported.  He 
moved  an  amendment,  the  effect  of  which  was  to 
rest]  ict  the  obligation  to  keep  a fire  engine  on  board 
the  boats,  to  boats  propelled  by  high-pressure  en- 
gines. This  was  intended  to  crea’e  a local  dis- 
tinction between  the  boats  on  the  western  waters, 
and  those  plying  between  the  neighboring  cities. 
He  did  this  in  accordance  with  the  statements  con- 
tained in  certain  memorials  upon  the  subject  which 
had  been  sent  to  the  house  from  New  Jersey,  &c. 

Exceptions  to  the  amendment  were  taken  by 
Messrs.  Fillmore,  Marvin,  and  Robinson,  and  it  was 
rejected. 

Mr.  Robertson  moved  the  following  amendment: 

'•Provided,  That  nothing  in  this  act  contained 
shall  be  held  to  apply  to  steamboats  employed  in 
plying  between  a port  or  place  in  any  state  to  ano- 
ther port  or  place  in  the  same  state,  and  not  en- 
gaged in  commerce  with  any  foreign  nation,  or 
among  the  several  states,  or  to  any  person  owning 
or  navigating  such  steamboat,  or  employed  on  board 
the  same.” 

Mr.  R.  had  no  great  confidence  in  the  power  of 
legislation  1o  reach  this  case.  But  he  was  willing 
that  all  that  could  be,  should  be  done  by  congress, 
within  the  limits  of  their  constitutional  authority. 
He  offered  this  amendment  to  protect  the  rights  ot 
the  states  against  the  interference  of  the  federal  go- 
vernment. 

Mr.  Underwood  made  some  remarks  in  opposi- 
tion to  this  view  of  the  question,  and  was  replied 
to  briefly  by  Mr.  Robertson.  The  latter  denied 
the  right  of  congress  to  regulate  commerce  in  the 
different  states  of  the  union. 

Mr.  Sergeant  proposed  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Robertson,  so  as  to  ren- 
der the  law  applicable  to  such  steamboats  as  are 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  laws  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Pope  begged  gentlemen  to  forget  for  a mo- 
ment that  they  were  lawyers,  and  not  file  special 
demurrers,  and  pleas,  and  bills  of  exception,  but 
pass  this  very  important  and  useful  bill,  pretty 
much  as  it  was  reported.  He  showed  that  this 
process  of  holding  boats  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
different  states  in  which  they  navigate  was  likely 
to  he  full  of  embarrassment  and  difficulty,  espe- 
cially’ with  regard  to  boats  that  ply  through  the 
waters  of  several  states.  He  hoped  the  bill  would 
be  passed  in  the  form  in  which  it  had  been  reported. 

Mr.  Biddle  and  Mr.  Hamer  opposed  the  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment  very  briefly.  Mr.  Toucey 
urged  that  there  were  three  kinds  of  commerce, 
with  regard  to  which  congress  had  a right  to  legis- 
late: 1st.  Commerce  with  foreign  nations.  2d. 

Commerce  between  the  states.  And,  3d.  commerce 
with  the  Indian  tribes.  There  then  was  4th.  com- 
merce within  the  states,  with  which  congress  had 
no  righttto  interfere  by  legislation.  He  would  be 
in  favor  of  an  amendment  to  this  effect;  and  offered 
such  a one. 

Mr.  Tillinghast  said  that  congress  had  long  exer- 
cised a control  over  coasting  navigation.  Mr.  Ro- 
binson stated  that  all  vessels  over  20  tons  were  sub- 
ject to  the  control  and  legislation  of  congress,  and 
sailed  under  a license  imposed  by  a law  of  the 
United  States.  Mr.  Menefee  cited  the  opinion  of 
the  supreme  court  in  the  celebrated  case  oi  Ogden 
vs.  Gibbons,  in  support  of  those  general  views  of 
the  power  of  congress  over  navigation,  as  an  inci- 
dent to  commerce.  Mr.  Noyes  suggested  that  a 
single  line,  added  to  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  so 
as  to  restrict  the  operation  of  the  bill  to  such  ves- 
sels as  are  required  to  have  license  under  the  laws 
of  the  United  States,  would  answer  all  the  purposes. 
And  he  had  read  at  the  clerk’s  table  an  amend- 
ment, which,  when  in  order,  he  would  move,  to 
that  effect. 

Mr.  Menefee  defended  and  sustained  the  applica- 
bility of  the  opinion  of  judge  Marshall,  (above 
e tui,)  to  which  he  had  before  referred,  to  the  ques- 
tion under  consideration.  Mr.  Sergeant  here  with- 
drew his  amendment  to  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Ro- 
bertson, in  consequence  of  the  mover’s  accepting 
the  modification  proposed  by  Mr.  Toucey  to  the 
same  effect.  Mr.  Thomas  would  be  more  willing 
to  support  the  amendment  thus  modified,  rather 
than  as  originally  moved.  But  he  thought  the 
whole  amendment  unnecessary  and  supererogatory. 
Mr.  Robertson  replied  to  such  objections  as  had 
been  taken  to  his  amendment.  The  amendment 
was  rejected  without  a count. 


Me.  Underwood  adverted  to  the  requisition  upon 
the  boats  which  the  bill  provides  to  carry  a suction- 
hose  and  a fire-engine;  and  he  proposed  to  strike 
out  the  ninth  section  of  the  bill,  which  contains 
that  requisition.  Mr.  Thomas  was  of  opinion  that 
this  section  ought  to  be  stricken  from  the  bill.  Mr. 
Biddle  concurred  in  this  view;  and  the  amendment 
prevailed  without  a division.  Mr.  Randolph  mov- 
ed an  amendment,  striking  out  the  minimum  of  the 
punishment  imposed,  so  as  to  leave  it  more  discre- 
tionary with  the  court  to  graduate  the  punishment 
to  comparative  venial  offences;  and  the  amendment 
prevailed. 

Some  other  verbal  amendments  were  offered, 
adopted  or  rejected,  on  motion  of  different  members. 

Mr.  Childs,  of  New  York,  offered  an  amend- 
ment, which  was  adopted;  and'Mr.  Dunn  and  Mr. 
Underwood  each  offered  amendments,  which  were 
rejected.  Mr.  Gray  moved  an  amendment  to  the 
eighth  section,  so  as  to  name  the  lakes  to  which 
that  proviso  is  to  apply.  The  amendment  prevail- 
ed. Mr.  Hamer  moved  that  the  committee  rise, 
and  report  the  bill  to  the  house;  which  motion  pre- 
vailed; and  the  bill  and  amendments  being  reported, 
Mr.  Evans  moved  that  the  bill  and  amendments, 
offered  and  to  be  offered,  be  printed;  which  motion 
prevailed. 

The  house  then  ordered  to  a third  reading  the 
bill  from  the  committee  of  the  whole,  to  appoint  a 
board  to  test  the  practicability  of  inventions  to  pre- 
vent the  explosions  of  steamboat  boilers.  The  bill 
was  read  a third  time  and  passed. 

The  senate  bills  were  then  taken  from  the  speak- 
er’s table,  read  twice,  and  referred. 

Several  private  bills,  on  their  third  reading,  were 
then  read  and  passed. 

Mr.  Mitchell  moved  that  the  house  do  now  ad- 
journ; which  motion  (at  a quarter  past  C o’clock) 
prevailed.  So  the  bouse  adjourned. 

Monday,  June  18.  On  motion  of  Mr.  McKay, 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Hopkins  to  reconsider  the  vote 
whereby  the  latter  part  of  the  petition  of  Francis 
P.  Blair,  offered  on  a former  day.  was  referred  to  a 
select  committee,  was  taken  up  for  consideration. 

Noquorum  voting  on. this  motion, 

Mr.  Vfhiltlesey  hoped  the  subject  would  be  post- 
poned until  after-the  call  for  pel iiions.  Mr.  Thomas 
considered  that  the  day  could  not  be  better  spent 
than  in  considering  this  question.  Mr.  McKay 
stated  the  prayer  of  that  part  of  the  petition  under 
consideration,  from  which  it  would  seem  that  the 
petitioner  bad  done  printing  for  the  post  office  de- 
partment to  the  amount  of  $’1,500,  which  was  paid 
him.  Afterwards,  Mr.  Kendall,  coming  into  the 
department,  assumed  to  deduct  that  sum  from  the 
amount  then  due  to  the  petitioner,  upon  the  ground 
that  it  had  been  illegally  paid  by  his  (Mr.  K.’s) 
predecessor  in  office.  The  petitioner  now  prays 
for  the  restitution  of  the  smn  thus  withheld,  and  that 
the  manner  in  which  he  done  the  public  printing 
may  be  inquired  into. 

Mr.  Hopkins  contended  that  this  part  of  the  peti- 
tion, which  had  been  ordered  to  be  referred  to  a select 
committee,  ought  to  be  referred  to  the  .post  office 
committee,  as  well  as  the  former  part  of  it,  praying 
for  an  investigation  into  another  and  entirely  differ- 
ent matter. 

Mr.  Briggs  followed  in  support  of  the  same  posi- 
tion. He  animadverted  upon  the  habitual  negli- 
gence of  the  various  committees  on  occounts  as  to 
the  expenditures  of  the  different  departments,  and 
expressed  the  opinion,  that  when  such  cases  were 
brought  to  the  notice  of  this  house,  they  ought  to 
be  attended  to  and  investigated. 

Mr.  Cushmaji  moved  the  previous  question,  but 
withdrew  it  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Crockett,  who 
had  a few  words  to  say,  and  who  promised,  at  the 
-equest  of  Mr.  Cushman,  to  renew  the  motion. 
Mr.  C.  made  some  remarks,  a report  of  which  will 
be  given  hereafter.  The  previous  question  was 
then  seconded  by  tellers,  78  to  57,  and  the  main 
question  was  ordered  to  be  put;  and  on  the  main 
question, 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  asked  for  the 
yeas  and  r.ays,  which  were  ordered;  and,  being 
taken,  the  vote  was:  Yeas  105,  nays  93. 

So  the  house  decided  to  reconsider. 

Mr.  Hopkins  moved  to  refer  so  much  of  the  re- 
mainder of  the  memorial,  which  prefers  a claim  of 
#1,500,  to  the  committee  on  the  post  office;  and  that- 
relating  to  the  petitioner’s  manner  of  doing  the 
public  printing,  to  the  committee  on  public  expen- 
ditures. 

Mr.  Thomas  said  lie  was  indifferent  as  to  the  com- 
mittee to  which  these  subjects  should  be  referred. 
He  had  a few  remarks  to  make  with  regard  to  what 
had  fallen  from  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  (Mr. 
Crockett.)  He  had  never  read  that  gentleman’s 
letter,  which  had  given  rise  to  his  remarks.  His 
only  object  bad  been  to  have  justice  done  to  a citi- 
zen who  had  been,  as  he  thought,  injured  by  the  re- 


marks of  a member  of  that  house.  He  thought 
that  the  supplies  for  printing  public  speeches  on 
one  side.came  in  the  same  way  as  the  other — by 
voluntary  contributions  of  members  of  congress; 
nor  was  he  willing  to  indulge  in  vituperation  or 
charges  of  corruption  in  this  connexion.  He  was 
of  opinion  that  the  investigation  asked  for  ought  to 
be  gone  into,  although  he  was  entirely  indifferent 
as  to  what  committee  it  should  be  done  by. 

Mr.  Carter  thought  that  there  had  now  occurred 
a singular  change  in  the  doctrines  of  the  party,  now 
askingjor  select  committees  to  investigate  charges 
against  public  officers,  who,  a few  months  ago,  took 
the  ground  that  such  charges  were  to  be  properly 
made  by  (he  standing  committees.  Had  they  look- 
ed into  the  way  in  which  the  committees  on  ex- 
penditures were  constituted,  and  that  they  could 
not,  and  would  not  be  made  to  give  such  a report  as 
was  desired?  Mr.  C.  was  of  opinion  that  Mr. 
Thomas  had  not  stated  the  true  mode  in  which  par- 
tisan speeches  were  circulated;  and  alluded  to  the 
uncontradicted  allegation,  that  a tariff  for  this  and 
similar  uses  was  levied  on  public  officers.  If  this 
were  so,  he  thought  the  salaries  of  those  officers 
should  be,  by  so  much,  reduced.  He  knew  the  fact 
that  Globes  and  Extra-Globes  had  been  franked  by 
public  officers,  and  sent  gratuitously  to  non-sub- 
scribers; and  lie  stated  that  a portion  of  the  clerks 
in  departments  were  employed,  a great  deal  of  their 
time,  in  directing  such  documents.  Those  clerks, 
he  said,  were  constantly  requiring  an  increase  of 
salaries,  which  was  made  necessary  by  reason  of 
deductions  made  therefrom  for  party  purposes.  He 
was  for  the  appointment  of  such  a committee  as 
would  probe  airthese_thi rigs  to  the  bottom,  and  re- 
port thereon.  Thus  would  the  guilly  be  punished, 
and  those  unjustly  aspersed  be  relieved  from  sus- 
picion, and  justified. 

Mr.  Bond. , in  reply  to  what  hail  fallen  from  Mr. 
Thomas,  went  into  a variety  of  statements  with  re- 
gard to  alleged  abuses  in  the  different  departments, 
and  recapitulated  some  of  his  former  statements 
upon  these  subjects.  Mr.  Cushman  moved  the  pre- 
vious question,  but  withdrew  it  at  the  request  of 
Mr.  McKay,  (promising  to  renew  it,)  who  moved 
to  refer  to  a select  committee,  modified  by  accept- 
ing the  proposition  of  Mr.  Garland,  of  Virginia,  so 
as  1o  extend  the  inquiry  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
public  printing  had  been  executed  by  the  present 
printer  to  the  house. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mercer,  the  following  para- 
graphs from  the  manual  of  Mr.  Jefferson  were  read: 

“If  on  motion  and  question  it  be  decided  that  the 
bill  shall  be  committee),  it  may  then  be  moved  to  be 
referred  to  a committee  of  the  whole  house,  or  to  a 
special  committee.  If  the  latter,  the  speaker  pro- 
ceeds to  name  the  committee.  Any  member  also 
may  name  a single  person,  arid  the  clerk  is  to  write 
him  down  as  of  the  committee.  But  the  house  have 
a controlling  power  over  the  names  and  number,  if 
a question  be  moved  against  any  one,  and  may,  in 
any  case,  put  in  and  put  out  whom  they  please. 

“Those  who  take  exceptions  to  some  particulars 
in  the  bill  are  to  be  of  the  committee.  But  none 
who  speak  directly  against  the  body  of  the  bill. 
For  he  that  would  totally  destroy,  will  not  amend 
it.  Hakew.  140.  Town.  col.  208.  D'Emes.  634. 
col.  2.  Scob.  47.  or,  as  it  is  said,  5 Grey,  145,  the 
child  is  not  to  be  put  to  a nurse  that  cares  not  for  it. 
6 Urey,  373.  It  is  therefore  a constant  rule  ‘that 
no  man  is  to  be  employed  in  any  matter  who  has  de- 
clared himself  against  it.’  And  when  any  member 
who  is  against  the  bill  hears  himself  named  of  its 
committee,  he  ought  to  ask  to  be  exensd.  Thus, 
March  7,  1606,  Mr.  Hadley  was  on  the  question  be- 
ing put,  excused  from  being  of  a committee,  de- 
claring himself  to  be  against  the  matter  itself. — 
Scob.  46.” 

Mr.  Thomas,  after  a few  words  of  explana- 
tion in  reply  to  Mr.  Bond,  renewed  the  motion  for 
the  previous  question.  Seconded — 95  to  40.  And 
the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  put. 

That  part  of  the  petition  preferring  a claim  was 
then  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  post  office. 

Ttie  motion  to  refer  that  part  thereof  relating  to 
the  mode  in  which  the  public  printing  had  been 
done  by  the  petitioner,  to  the  committee  on  public 
expenditures,  was  rejected:  ayes  S9,  noes  89.  The 
chair  voting  in  the  negative. 

The  motion  next  in  order  was  that  of  Mr.  McKay, 
to  refer  this  portion  of  the  petition  to  a select  com- 
mittee, with  the  instructions  moved  by  Mr.  Garland, 
of  Virginia,  to  extend  the  proposed  investigation  to 
the  manner  in  which  the  public  printing  had  been 
done  by  the  present  printer  to  the  house. 

The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered, 

Mr.  R.  Garland,  asked  for  a division  of  the  ques- 
tion; and  the  question  was  first  taken  on  the  motion 
to  commit  to  a select  committee,  and  resulted  as 
follows:  yeas  101,  nays  100. 
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So  the  house  decided  to  refer  it  to  a select  com- 
mittee. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  instructions,  re- 
sulted as  follows:  yeas  195,  nay  1. 

So  the  proposed  instructions  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Grant  asked  leave  to  oiler  a resolution  set- 
ting apart  to-morrow  for  the  consideration  of  the 
house  bills  making  appropriations  for  improvements, 
surveys,  &c.  of  certain  harbors.  Objections  being 
made,  Mr.  Grant  asked  for  a suspension  of  the  rules 
to  enable  him  to  otfer  the  resolution,  and  on  this 
motion  he  asked  forthe  yeas  and  nays.  Not  ordered. 

The  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  was  lost. 

Petitions  were  now  presented,  and  occupied  the 
attention  of  the  house  until  the  hour  of  recess. 

EVENING  SESSION. 

The  house  met  at  half  past  three  o’clock,  accor- 
ding to  the  order,  and  went  into  committee  of  the 
vvhoie  for  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  establish 
certain  post  routes  and  discontinue  others. 

The  sections  of  the  bill  were  read  in  order,  ac- 
cording to  the  states  in  which  the  routes  were  lo- 
cated, and  various  amendments  were  proposed,  of 
merely  local  interest,  occupying  nearly  the  whole 
session 

Mr.  Hopkins  moved  an  amendment,  appropriat- 
ing two  hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand  dollars 
to  carry  into  etfect  the  provisions  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  H.  alluded  to  the  condition  of  the  post  office 
department,  and  said  that  owing  to  the  extension  of 
facilities  to  the  country,  and  the  extraordinary  em- 
barrassments of  the  times,  it  would  be  impossible 
to  establish  new  routes  from  the  present  resources 
of  the  office;  and  it  might  even  be  necessary  to  dis- 
continue some  of  those  already  established,  if  aid 
were  not  granted  from  the  treasury.  He  should  be 
opposed  to  the  passage  of  the  bill  unless  means  were 
afforded  to  carry  it  into  etfect. 

Mr.  IVise  objected  to  the  appropriation,  and  al- 
luded to  the  reports  of  the  postmaster  general,  with 
an  allegation  I hat  they  were  inconsistent  and  con- 
tradictory. The  first  report,  he  said,  stated  the  de- 
partment was  in  debt  near  half  a million  of  dollars. 
The  second  report  stated,  that,  as  if  by  a magic 
wand,  order  had  been  brought  out  of  confusion,  and 
solvency  from  bankruptcy.  The  report  at  the  call- 
ed session,  or  at  the  commencement  of  this  one, 
stated  that  the  postmaster  general  could  sustain  his 
department  upon  his  own  resources,  and  that  he 
needed  no  aid  from  the  treasury.  If  all  this  was 
true,  how  could  it  be  that  this  appropriation  was 
necessary.  He  was  inclined  to  believe  that  the 
postmaster  general  was  boarding  his  resources,  to 
‘be  used  for  electioneering  purposes,  and  he  would 
not  trust  this  sum  of  money  to  him  to  be  used  for 
electioneering  purposes;  for  the  application  of  it  to 
the  creation  of  new  post  routes  was  pe'rmissory, 
and  not  obligator)'. 

The  debate  was  briefly  and  incidentally  continued 
till  a quarter  past  eight  o’clock,  when,  without  com- 
ing to  any  decision,  the  committee  rose  and  report- 
ed progress;  and 

The  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  June  19.  In  addition  to  the  recovery  of 
Mr.  Cranston,  whose  presence  in  the  house,  after  a 
protracted  illness,  has  been  heretofore  noticed,  we 
are  happy  to  have  it  in  our  power  to  announce  that 
also  of  Messrs.  Coffin  and  Curtis,  both  of  whom 
have  resumed  their  seats. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  announced  as 
composing  the  select  committee  on  the  memorial  of 
Francis  P.  Blair,  viz:  Messrs.  McKay,  Hopkins, 
Thomas,  Hoffman,  and  Hamer. 

The  Chair  laid  before  the  house  an  executive 
communication. 

The  senate’s  amendments  to  several  house  bills 
were  read  and  appropriately  referred. 

Mr.  Idams  resumed  the  floor  in  support  of  his 
amendment  on  the  subject  of  the  admission  of 
Texas.  He  continued  to  speak  until  the  expira- 
tion of  the  morning  hour,  when,  without  having 
finished  his  remarks,  he  yielded  the  floor. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  moved  that  the  house  go  into 
committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union. 
The  motion  prevailed,  and  the  house  accordingly 
went  into  committee  of  the  whole,  (Mr.  Connor,  of 
North  Carolina,  in  the  chair.) 

Mr.  Cambreleng  moved  that  the  committee  do 
now  take  up  the  sub-treasury  bill.  Mr.  Sergeant 
moved  to  take  up  the  harbor  bill.  Mr.  Cambreleng 
would  say  to  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  arid 
to  the  committee,  that  it  must  be  obvious  to  all  that 
this  was  the  only  debateable  bill  now  remaining; 
after  this  should  have  been  debated  and  disposed  of, 
the  house  could  go  on  and  finish  the  public  busi- 
ness remaining.  He  was  sure  all  were  anxious  to 
go  home;  and  it  was  best,  on  all  accounts,  to  have 
the  question  on  it  decided  in  one  way  or  other. 

The  committee  by  tellers,  voted  to  take  up  the 
sub-treasury  bill:  Ayes  132.  The  bill  was  read 
through.  Mr.  Cambreleng  rose,  and  was  about  to 


address  the  committee  when  Mr.  W.  Thompson 
asked  him  to  yield  the  floor  for  a moment,  to  allow 
him  to  offer  a substitute  for  the  bill.  Mr.  Cam- 
breleng assenting, 

Mr.  Thompson  offered  the  following: 

Strike  out  all  alter  the  words  “Be  it  enacted ,” 
&c.  and  insert:  “That  all  dues  to  the  government 
shall  hereafter  be  collected  in  gold  and  silver  coin, 
treasury  notes  of  the  United  States,  and  the  notes 
of  sound  specie-paying  banks,  under  such  regula- 
tions and  restrictions  as  mav  be  prescribed  by  act 
of  congress,  or  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury: 
Provided,  That  no  bank  notes  shall  be  received  as 
aforesaid,  except  such  as  the  bank  ofdeposite  shall 
agree  to  receive  and  credit  as  cash 

2.  Be  it  farther  enacted.  That  the  secretary  of 
treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  required  to  select,  as 
special  depositories  of  the  public  funds,  and  at  such 
places  as  may  be  necessary,  sound  specie-paying 
banks,  prefering,  in  all  cases  where  such  exist, 
banks  owned  in  vvhoie  or  in  part  by  the  states  in 
which  the  same  are  situated. 

3.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  secretary  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to  contract  with  the 
banks  selected  as  depositories  aforesaid,  for  the 
safe-keeping,  transfer,  and  disbursement  of  the 
public  revenue,  on  such  terms  and  forsuch  compen- 
sation as  he  may  deem  right  and  proper;  stipulating 
in  all  cases,  under  such  guaranties  as  he  may  think 
necessary,  that  the  public  funds  deposited  wilh  said 
banks  shall  be  in  no  case  used  in  thpir  business, 
nor  ortherwise  used  but  in  payment  of  drafts  from 
the  treasury. 

Mr.  J.  Garland  said  that  before  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  proceeded,  he  would  make  a mo- 
tion which  should  directly  test  the  question  on  thp 
bill.  He  meant  to  meet  it  front  to  front,  without 
resorting  to  any  amendment.  He  moved  to  strike 
out  the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill.  Mr.  Cambre- 
leng then  went  into  an  exposp  in  explanation  and 
support  of  the  bill.  He  was  followed  by  Mr.  Pick- 
ens on  the  same  side  of  the  question.  At  the  hour 
of  recess  Mr.  P.  gave  way  fora  motion  to  rise,  and 
the  committee  rose. 

EVENING  SESSION. 

Mr.  Pichens  concluded  his  speech  upon  the  sub- 
treasury bill. 

Mr.  Garland,  of  Virginia,  took  the  floor,  and 
stated  that  it  was  his  desire  to  address  the  commit- 
tee on  this  question,  and  he  moved  that  lire  corn- 
mitte  rise.  His  motion  prevailed, and  the  commit- 
rose. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  White,  of  Kentucky,  the  house 
then  went  into  committee  of  the  whole  (Mr.  Davee 
in  the  chair,)  upon  the  post  route  bill. 

Mr.  Hopkins’  amendment  was  pending,  the  ob- 
ject of  which  was  to  appropriate  #225,000  in  order 
to  establish  the  proposed  new  routes.  Mr.  Under- 
wood went  into  an  argument  in  order  to  show  that 
these  routes  might  be  established  without  any  ad- 
ditional appropriations.  Mr.  Reed  was  willing 
that  every  useful  and  expedient  facilitv  should  be 
afforded,  not  too  burdensome  upon  the  treasury. 
There  were  some  things  upon  which  he  wished 
some  information,  especially  the  express  mail, 
which  he  did  not  believe  to  be  generally  useful, 
and  as  involving  an  expense  which  might  be  well 
dispensed  with. 

Mr.  Montgomery  said  that  it  had  occurred  to  the 
committtee  to  abolish  the  express  mail,  although  it 
had  not  been  brought  directly  before  the  commit- 
tee. It  had  only  existed  on  commercial  routes, 
and  had  been  useful  in  transporting  commercial  in- 
telligence; hut  that  mail  had  been  suspended 
wherever  the  establishmnet  of  rail-road  and  steam- 
boat navigation  had  taken  place.  It  had  cost  more 
than  it  had  come  to,  and  he  (Mr.M.)  was  of  opinion 
that  it  might  well  be  altogether  abolished. 

Mr.  Pope  was  not  particular  about  the  passage 
of  the  amendment,  though  he  had  no  objection  to 
it;  but  he  hoped  that  the  bill,  at  all  events,  would 
be  passed.  Mr.  Yell  supported  the  bill.  He  de- 
monstrated the  necessity  of  the  new  routes  proposed 
to  be  established.  Mr.  Martin, of  Ahbama,  was  in 
favor  of  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Hopkins.  He  be- 
lieved that  without  it  the  bill  would  be  entirely 
inoperative. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Messrs. 
Hall,  Goode,  Mercer,  Briggs,  Montgomery/,  Yell, 
Calhoun,  Hoffman,  Johnson,  of  Louisiana.  Fletcher, 
of  Vermont,  Phillips,  and  Williams,  of  North  Ca- 
rolina. 

Mr.  Yell’s  motion  (offered  during  this  debate)  to 
amend  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Hopkins  to  strike  out 
and  insert  u clause  to  repeal  the  act  of  1836.  estab- 
lishing the  express  mail,  and  to  appropriate  the 
proceeds  to  the  new  routes,  slightly  modified,  pre- 
vailed. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Hopkins  prevailed;  the 
committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill,  and  the  house 
adjourned. 


Wednesday,  June  20.  Mr.  Adams  resumed  the 
floor,  and  continued  the  course  ol  his  remarks  in  sup- 
port of  his  amendment  to  the  resolution  of  the  com- 
mittee on  foreign  affairs,  in  relation  to  the  annexa- 
tion of  Texas  to  the  United  Slates. 

[He  hod  not  concluded  wh  n the  hour  elapsed 
for  morning  business.  A full  report  will  be  given 
hereafter.] 

The  order  of  the  day  being  announced,  the  house, 
on  motion,  took  up  the  pie-einption  bill,  as  return- 
ed from  the  senate  with  some  amendments,  which 
were  concurred  in  by  the  house.  [The  hill  now 
only  wants  the  signature  of  the  president  to  be- 
come a law.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng,  the  house  went 
into  committee  of  the  whole,  and  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  sub-treasury  bill. 

Mr.  Bronson  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  offer, 
at  the  proper  time,  the  following  amendment: 

“ Sec.  20.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  from 
and  after  the  passage  of  this  act  the  operation  of 
the  following  parts  of  acts  or  provisions  ot  law, 
now  in  force,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  herebv,  sus- 
pended for  the  space  of  two  years,  to  wit:  So 
much  of  the  act  of  June  23,  1836,  entitled  “An 
act  to  regulate  the  deporites  of  the  public  money,” 
as  provides  that  the  notes  or  bills  of  any  bank 
which  has,  since  the  fourth  of  July,  1836,  issued 
any  note  or  bill  of  a less  denomination  than  five 
dollars,  shall  not  be  received  in  payment  of  any 
debt  due  to  the  United  States.  And  so  much  of 
the  act  entitled  “An  act  making  appropriations  for 
the  payment  of  revolutionary  and  other  pensioners 
of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  1836,”  passed 
14th  April,  1836,  as  provides  that  no  bank  nete  of 
a less  denomination  than  twenty  dollars  shall  be 
offered  in  payment  in  any  case  whatsoever  in 
which  money  is  to  be  paid  by  the  United  States 
or  the  post  office  department.” 

The  pending  question  was  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Garland,  of  Virginia,  to  strike  out  the  enacting 
clause  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Garland,  of  Virginia,  being  entitled  to  the 
floor,  went,  at  length,  into  a general  aigument 
against  the  bill,  and  in  reply  to  the  remarks  of 
Messrs.  Cambreleng  and  Pickens  on  the  other  side. 

At  two  o’clock  the  house  took  a recess. 

EVENING  SESSION. 

The  sub-treasurv  bill  again  under  consideration — 
Mr.  Dromgoole  addressed  the  committee  at  length 
in  a constitutional  argument  against  the  employ- 
ment of  state  banks  as  depositories  of  the  public 
money,  and  in  favor  of  the  bill  as  the  only  remain- 
ing resort,  unless  a national  bank,  which  he  held 
to  be  still  more  heterodox. 

Mr.  Prentiss,  of  Mississippi,  next  obtained  the 
floor,  and  commenced  a speech  of  great  interest 
and  animation,  in  which  he  traced  the  history  of 
the  experiments  on  the  currency,  and  commented 
with  severity  on  the  course  of  some  gentlemen 
who  had  changed  their  political  preferences,  and 
were  now  the  advocates  of  this  bill  and  of  the  ad- 
ministration general!}'.  He  continued  to  speak 
until  about  half-past  six  o’clock,  when  he  gave 
way  for  a motion  that  the  committee  rise.  It  rose 
accordingly. 

Mr.  Bronson  laid  on  the  table,  and  had  leave  for 
the  printing  of  an  amendment  to  the  bill,  which 
he  proposed  hereafter  to  move. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  a message 
from  the  president  of  the  United  Slates,  transmit- 
ting papers  on  the  subject  of  the  outrages  on  our 
frontier. 

The  message  was  referred  to  the  committee  on 
military  affairs. 

And  then  the  house  adjourned. 

Thursday,  June  21.  Mr.  Hoffman  and  Mr.  Ha- 
mer were,  on  theii  own  request,  excused  from  ser- 
ving on  the  select  committee  on  the  memorial  of 
F rancis  P.  Blair. 

Ordered.,  That  the  Chair  appoint  other  members 
in  their  stead. 

Mr.  Paynter,  by  leave,  presented  certain  memo- 
rials and  resolutions  of  different  meetings  in  Phila- 
delphia, for  and  against  the  sub-treasury  bill. 

Mr.  Tillinghust  obtained  an  order  that  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  legislature  of  Rhode  Island,  which, 
when  presented  by  him,  had  through  accident  not 
been  printed  on  the  journal  of  the  house,  should 
now  be  inserted  with  an  entry  stating  the  former 
omission. 

Mr.  Cushing  modified  his  resolution  calling  for  a 
report  from  the  committee  on  foreign  relations  so 
as  to  include  the  resolutions  of  the  states  of  Rhode 
Island  and  of  Vermont  among  those  to  he  reported 
upon. 

Mr.  Adams  then  resumed  the  floor  in  support  of 
his  amendment,  declaratory,  of  the  doctrine  that  the 
government  has  no  power  under  the  consitution  to 
admit  into  the  union  the  people  of  any  foreign  state. 
He  continued  to  speak  til!  the  expiration  of  the 
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mo 'run.*  hour.  A little  further  time  was  then,  by 
consent!  allowed  him;  but  before  he  had  concluded, 
Mr.  Hirltm  demanded  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Bills  from  the  senate  were  then  read,  and  refer- 
red: and  the  senate’s  amendments  to  certain  bills  of 
the  house  were  concurred  in. 

The  house  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng, 
went  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of 
the  union,  (Mr.  Connor,  of  North  Carolina,  in  the 
chair,)  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  sub- 
treasury  bill. 

Mr.  D mean  got  leave  to  have  certain  amend- 
ments to  the  bill  proposed  by  him  laid  on  the  table 
and  printed. 

Mr.  Prentiss,  of  Mississippi,  then  resumed  the 
floor,  and  continued  his  address  to  the  committee  in 
opposition  to  the  bill,  and  particularly  in  reply  to  Mr. 
Pick  mis’  appeal  to  the  interest  of  the  south  in 
behalf  of  the  bill.  He  spoke  until  the  expiration 
of  the  morningsitting,  when  the  house,  at  2 o’clock, 
took  its  daily  recess. 

EVENING  SESSION. 

Aftm'  Mr.  Prentiss  had  concluded  his  remarks, 
Mr.  Hunter,  of  Virginia,  took  the  floor,  and  spoke 
till  six  o’clock  in  favor  of  the  bill,  without  con- 
cluding. 

Ami  then  the  committee,  on  motion,  rose,  and 
the  house,  on  motion,  adjourned. 

Friday  June  22.  The  journal  being  read,  Mr. 
Alum  resumed  and  continued  his  remarks  (to  be 
reported  hereafter  in  full)  upon  the  subject  of  the 
annexation  of  Texas  to  the  union,  until  the  laspe 
of  the  morning  hour,  without  concluding. 

The  chair  having  announced  the  private  orders  of 
the  day,  Mr.  McKennnn  moved  to  take  up  for 
consideration  the  joint  resolution  of  Mr.  Boon,  pro- 
posing to  fix  the  day  of  adjournment. 

O >]  mtio  1 being  ma  le,  Mr.  M'cKJnnin  moved  a 
suspension  of  the  rules,  to  enable  him  to  otter  this 
motion,  and  on  this  he  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered.  The  motion  to  suspend  pre- 
vailed, yeas  130,  nays  55. 

The  following  joint  resolution,  offered  by  Mr. 
Boon  on  a former  day,  was  then  taken  up: 

“ Resolved,  (the  senate  concurring  therein,)  that 
the  speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives,  and  the 
president  of  the  senate,  close  the  present  session  of 
con  gre3s  by  an  adjournment  of  the  two  houses  over 
which  they  preside  respectively,  on  the  first  Mon- 
day of  July  next.” 

Mr.  McLennan  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out 
the  ‘1st  Monday”  and  inserting  “2d  Monday”  of 
July.  xMr.  Boon  modified  the  proposition  accord- 
ingly. Mr.  Naylor  moved  to  amend  by  restoring 
the  original  reading,  and  asked  the  yeas  and  nays. 
Not  ordered.  The  motion  was  rejected.  Mr. 
G irland,  of  Lou.,  moved  to  strike  out  the  “2d,” 
ami  insert  the  “3d”  Monday  in  July;  and  on  this 
he  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  which  were  ordered. 
Mr.  G.  referred  the  house  to  the  calendar  of  busi- 
ness bd'ore  the  house,  and  instanced  several  import- 
ant bills  yet  to  be  acted  on,  whence  he  argued  that 
the  adjournment  ought  not  to  take  place  before  the- 
16th. 

Mr.  Bouldin  said  he  was  anxious  that  the  public 
business  should  be  done.  That  it  might  be  done 
was  true.  That  it  might  have  been  done  was 
equ  dlv  true.  Bit  if  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana 
(Mr.  Girlmd)  thought  that  length  of  time  would 
sicurethat  object,  Mr.  II.  would  ask  him  to  look 
back  upon  the  last  six  or  seven  months,  and  see 
what  hail  been  done  in  all  that  time.  He  said,  it 
they  were  dipoied  to  do  the  business  now,  he  had 
no  doubt  that  every  thing  material  could  be  done 
by  the  9th  of  July.  If  they  did  not  wish  to  do  it, 
they  never  would  do  it  in  any  length  of  time.  If 
they  meant  to  do  it,  let  them  act  promptly;  if  not, 
let  them  go  home. 

Mr.  Whittlesey  enumerated  some  important  mat- 
ters to  b:  acted  upon  before  adjournment,  and  said 
that  the  house  had  now  found  itself  in  precisely  the 
predicament  he  had  predicted  it  would  be  in  the 
early  part  of  this  session.  He  was  of  opinion  that 
all  this  proved  the  importance  and  necessity  of  act- 
ing earlier  upon  the  important  business  of  the  ses- 
sion. Under  the  present  state  of  affairs,  he  could 
not  vote  for  an  earlier  day  of  adjournment  than  the 
16th  of  July.  Mr.  Boon  thought  that  all  the  impor- 
tant business  of  this  session, "yet  to  be  done,  might 
well  be  transacted  prior  to  the  9th  of  July,  it  mem- 
bers would  but  talk  h-ss  and  act  more.  Mr.  Haynes 
said  he  would  show  the  estimate  in  which  he  held 
the  value  of  time  by  moving  the. previous  question. 
On  the  question  of  seconding,  tellers  were  ordered, 
and  the  house  refused  to  second  the  motion  ol  Mr. 
H lynes:  Ayes  72,  noes  95.  So  there  was  qo  se- 
cond. 

Mr.  Naylor  agreed  that  it  was  certainly  very  im- 
portant that  the  bills  enumerated  by  several  mem- 
bers should  bn  acted  upon,  and  he  thought  that  this 
might  as  well  be  done  by  the  9th  as  by  the  16th  of 


July,  and  he  should  therefore  vote  for  the  earlier 
period.  [H^re  ensued  most  deafening  cries  of 
question!  Mr.  Haynes  took  the  floor.  The  cries 
were  repeated  yet  more  loudly.] 

Mr.  H.  said  that  such  vociferations  did  not  terrify 
him.  He  would  stand  till  doomsday,  if  necessary, 
and  say  what  he  hod  to  say.  He  had  risen  to  ask 
the  yeas  and  naysv 

The  Chair.  The  yeas  and  navs  have  been  or- 
dered: and  the  question  is  on  striking  out  “the  2d” 
and  inserting  “the  3d  Monday  in  July.” 

That  question  was  decided  in  the  negative:  yeas 
90,  nays  121. 

Mr.  Sherrod  Williams  moved  to  postpone  the 
further  consideration  of  this  resolution  until  this 
day  week.  Mr.  Casey  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays.  Not  ordered.  Mr.  Haynes  asked  for  tellers. 
Granted.  And  the  motion  of  Mr.  Williams  pre- 
vailed: Ayes  95,  noes89.  So  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  resolution  was  postponed  until  Friday 
week. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng,  the  house  then 
went  again  into  committee  of  the  whole,  “and  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  tire  sub-treasury  bill. 

Mr.  Hunter,  of  Virginia,  resumed  the  floor,  and 
concluded  his  remarks  in  support  of  the  bill;  and 
the  bill  was  further  discussed  during  the  remainder 
of  the  day’s  sitting. 

CHRONICLE. 

From  the  Canada  frontier.  The  Albany  Even- 
ing Journal  states  on  the  authority  of  Mr.  J. 
W.  Turner,  a deputy  marshal  at  Oswego  who  ar- 
rived at  Albany  on  Monday,  express  from  Lewis- 
town,  that  the  palriotsof  Upper  Canada  have  again 
marie  a rally  on  their  own  soil — having  formed  a camp 
in  “Long  Swamp,”  (an  extensive  marsh  lying  be- 
tween Grand  island  and  Chippewa  creek)  where 
they  are  now  fortifying  themselves.  The  nucleus 
of  this  foice  was  formed  by  refugees  avho  crossed 
over  from  the*  United  Slates  in  parties  of  twenty  or 
thirty  at  a time,  so  as  to  evade  British  vigilance, 
but  volunteers  are  Said  to  be  flocking  in  to  them 
from  all  quarters.  The  number  entrenched  when 
they  were  discovered  is  supposed  to  be  from  200  to 
400. 

The  alarm  was  instantly  given,  and  an  express 
sent  off  to  Toronto  for  a regular  force  to  extricate 
them.  This  news  says  the  Journal,  is  very  vague— 
we  believe  it  comes  by  way  of  Toronto — but  we 
think  it  may  be  substantially  relied  upon.  This 
evening’s  western  mail  will  either  refute  or  confirm 
it. 

Another  report — Extract  from  a letter  from  P.  C. 
Id.  Brother,  esq.  to  a gentleman  in  this  city,  dated 
Qneenston,  14th  June,  1838: 

“To  day  the  report  is,  that  the  patriots  are  kick- 
ing up  another  muss  with  us.  It  is  said  that  they 
crossed  last  night  below  Lewiston,  and  are  now  in 
the  forest  between  this  and  St.  Catharine.” 
Correspondence  of  the  Argus. 

Watertown,  June  13,  1333. 
Dear  sir:  We  have  nothing  of  importance  in  re- 
lation to  the  affairs  of  the  frontier,  save  the  fact  just 
communicated  to  me,  that  this  morning  while  Ihe 
steamer  Oneida  was  passing  Wells’  island,  Johnson, 
with  lour  men,  appeared  in  his  long  boat,  construct- 
ed in  such  a manner  as  to  equal  the  speed  of  the 
best  steamboat.  He  and  his  men  gave  three  cheers. 
It  was  attempted  to  be  returned  on  board  the  steam- 
boat, bill  was  suppressed.  Johnson  then  raised  Irom 
his  boat  the  flag  of  the  Sir  Robert  Peel,  and  a se- 
cond time  gave  three  cheers,  which  was  also  at- 
tempted to  be  returned  by  some  on  board  the  steam- 
boat, but  was. in  like  manner  suppressed. 

Johnson  then  made  off  in  his  boat  towards  the 
island.  This  occurred  near  the  spot  where  the 
“Peel”  wasHmrnt. 

Johnson’s  retreat  being  upon  Canadian  islands, 
and  the  speed  of  his  boat  surpassing  every  thing  on 
the  lake  or  river,  when  seen,  all  efforts  as  yet  to 
take  him  have  failed.  He  states  that  he  wilL  not  be 
taken  alive;  and  that  his  fastness,  if  not  impregna- 
ble, will  defy  any  force  that  can  lor  some  time. at 
least  be  brought  against  it. 

Our  militia,  it  cannot  be  expected,  would  be  wil- 
ling to  go  upon  Canadian  ground,  and  attempt  the 
arrest  of  these  desperate  men;  but  we  are  hourly 
in  the  expectation  of  the  arrival  of  some  regular 
troops.  Colonel  Cummings  has  arrived  here,  and 
is  waiting  the  arrival  of  the  troops;  and  signifies 
his  readiness  to  aid  the  civil  officers  in  their  efforts 
to  arrest  these  men  at  all  hazards. 

Another  seizure.  Capt.  Homans,  in  command  at 
Lewislon,  has  made  another  valuable  seizure  of 
pat'iot  arms.  Ninety  stand,  with  bayonets,  were 
found  secreted  at  Dickerson’s  tavern,  six  miles  from 
Lewiston,  on  the  Lockport  road.  They  were  prin- 
cipally English  Tower  muskets  and  United  States 
manufacture. 


This  indefatigable  officer  is  preventing  much 
mischief.  [Buffalo  Com.  Adv.  June  16ih. 

- Extract  of  a letter  dated 

Cornwall,  U.  C.,  -ith  June. 

A very  bad  feeing  exists  on  both  sides,  all  along 
the  frontier;  and  I am  very  sprry  to  say  that  it  is 
growing  worse  every  day.  Sir  John  Col-borne  pas- 
sed this  to-day  on  his  way  to  Quebec.  On  his  ar- 
lival  there,  he  will  immediately  despatch  two  or 
three  more  regiments  to  this  province.  He  has 
made  arrangaments  to  place  the  whole  frontier  in 
this  quarter  in  a strong  state  of  military  defence. 
Lord  Durham  is  expected  here  on  Wednesday  next. 
He  intends  making  a tour  of  the  Uppi  r Province, 
and  it  is  currently  reported  that  he  intends  moving 
the  seat  of  government  from  Toronto  to  Kingston. 
This  is  said  to  have  been  recommended  by  Sir 
George  Arthur. 

The  war  department  has  ordered  two  steamboats 
to  be  chartered — one  o'n  lake  Erie  and  one  on  lake 
Ontario — each  to  be  manned  and  armed.  The  boat 
on  lake  Erie  will  be  placed  under  the  command  of 
lieut.  J.  T.  Homans. 

Major  general  Macomb,  to  whom  has  been  as- 
signed the  command  of  our  troops  on  the  northern 
frontier,  left  Washington  on  the  12th  instant  and  is 
now  at  his  post.  The  “Globe”  has  the  following  re- 
marks on  the  appointment  of  general  Macomb. 
“That  nothing  may  be  wanting  within  its  power 
to  prevent  collision  on  the  frontier,  the  war  depart- 
ment has  ordered  the  first  officer  of  (!ip  army  to  take 
charge  of  the  force  which  is  drawn  together  lo  sup- 
press the  marauding  parties  on  the  Canada  frontier, 
made  up  of  the  disaffected  Canadians,  joined  by  a 
few  outlaws  from  our  side  of  the  line.  Whatever 
can  be  effected  by  the  limited  means  which  Ihe  va- 
rious demands  on  our  small  army  leave  at  Ihe  dis- 
posal of  the  commanding  general,  will  doutbless  be 
done  to  crush  the  border  banditti,  whose  sole  ob- 
ject is  that  of  plunder  and  revenge.  It  is  possible, 
too,  that  (he  inciters  of  this  gang  may  hope  to  pro- 
duce by  the  predatory  warfare,  a general  hosfile 
feeling  on  the  frontier,  which  may  lead  to  difficul- 
ties which  the  respective  governments  may  not  be 
able  to  compose.  To  prevent  such  mischief,  no 
one,  we  are  confident,  is  better  adapted  than  gen. 
Macomb.” 

From  Ike  Rochester  Democrat,  June  15. 

Rumor  of  another  outrage.  We  find  the  follow- 
ing paragraph  in  the  Toronto  Patriot  of  Tuesday 
afternoon.  We  have  reason  to  believe  that  it  is  true, 
although  it  is  possible  that  it  is  not.  We  give  it  as 
we  find  it: 

“Another  division  of  the  pirates  is  at  work  on 
Lake  Erie,  where  a schooner,  laden  with  merchan- 
dise belonging  to  Mr.  Chrysler,  of  Niagara,  has 
been  captured.  A despatch,  announcing  this  new 
outrage,  arrived  in  the  city  last  night,  but  nothing 
more  than  the  bare  fact  has  transpired.” 

The  Kingston  Spectator  of  Saturday  says:  “Two 
steamers  were  out  last  night,  having  troops  on 
board,  searching  round  the  islands  for  the  plunder- 
ers, and  are  not  yet  returned.” 

Outrage.  We  are  mortified  to  sav  that  Major 
Webb,  the  British  officer  commanding  opposite 
Black  Rock,  while  on  a visit  to  our  city  yesterday 
afternoon,  was  insulted  and  maltreated  bv  a parcel 
of  worthless  fellows,  who  constituted  themselves 
champions  of  the  national  honor!  The  court  of 
general  sessions,  now  sitling,  have  called  a special 
grand  jury,  on  motion  of  the  district  attorney,  for 
the  prompt  investigation  of  the  outrage.  [Buffalo 
Advertiser. 

Three  of  (he  individuals  who  made  the  unmanly 
attack  on  Major  Webb,  of  the  British  army,  have 
been  tried  and  sentenced  as  follows:  O’Brien  to 

thirty'  days’  imprisonment,  and  a fine  of  fifty  dol- 
lars; Kellogg  and  Emmons  to  a fine  each  of  seven- 
ty-five dollars.  [Globe. 

The  Albany  Evening  Journal  states  that  more 
than  two  hundred  witnesses,  residing  along  the 
frontier  from  Plattsburg  to  Buffalo,  are  in  attend- 
ance op  the  United  States  district  court.  Twelve 
bills  of  indictment  have  been  found.  Among  the 
persons  indicted  are  Dr.  Nelson,  Mr.  Brvant.  of 
Portland,  Maine,  and  a young  man  by  the  name  of 
Palmer,  of  Clinton  county.  McKenzie,  against 
whom  an  indictment  was  found  before,  was  in  court 
on  Saturday. 

It  is  stated  in  the  Montreal  papers  that  the  go- 
vernment steamer  Dee  was  expected  there  from 
Quehpc  with  200  seamen  detached  from  the  seve- 
ral ships  lying  there  for  service  on  the  Upper  Lakes. 
We  may  observe  en  passant  that  the  above  steamer 
Dee,  and  another  government  steamer,  the  Media, 
have  made  the  passage  across  the  Atlantic  this 
spring  from  England. 


IVILES1  NATIONAL,  REGISTER. 


Fifth  series.  No.  18. — Vol.  IV.] 

WASHINGTON  CITY,  JUNE  30,  1838. 

[Vol.  LIV. — Whole 

No.  1,396. 

THE  PAST THE  PRESENT FOR  THE  FUTURE. 

PRINTED  AND  PUBLISHED,  EVERY  SATURDAY, 

BY  WILLIAM  OGDEN  NILES,  EDITOR  AND  PROPRIETOR,  AT  $5 

PER  ANNUM,  PAYABLE  IN 

ADVANCE. 

$3*I'he  senate  have  concurred  in  the  resolution 
of  the  house  fixing  upon  Monday  the  9th  of  July 
as  the  day  of  adjournment. 

3C/“The  president  has  recognized  Charles  H. 
Forbes  as  vice  consul  of  Texas  for  the  port  of  New 
York. 

fitf-We  have  published  some  interesting  particu- 
lars relating  to  the  wreck  o 1 the  Pulaski,  but  have 
not  yet  seen  an  authentic  statement  of  the  lost  and 
saved.  It  appears  that  out  of  eleven  passengers 
from  Florida,  in  the  Pulaski,  not  one  is  known  to 
be  saved. 

The  Philadelphia  U.  S.  Gazette  of  Thursday  says: 

“It  is  with  great  satisfaction  that  we  can  an- 
nounce the  name  of  another  soul  saved  from  the 
iil-fated  Pulaski.  It  is  Mr.  Innis  (of  Philadelphia) 
of  the  firm  of  Okie  & Innis.  His  friends  had  let- 
ters from  him  yesterday,  dated  at  Wilmington, 
North  Carolina.  He  was  the  person  unknown,  of 
the  thirteen  that  were  last  heard  from.” 

He  had  been  “mourned  as  dead”  by  his  friends 
at  home. 

On  the  23d  inst.  a meeting  was  held  at  Charles- 
ton,-S.  C.,  “to  adopt  some  proper  course  of  action 
in  relation  to  the  melancholy  accident  to  the  steam 
boat  Pulaski;”  his  honor,  the  mayor  in  the  chair. 
They  adopted  a memorial  to  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives, earnestly  requesting,  “that  no  time  may  be 
lost  in  providing,  by  all  the  means  in  (their)  power, 
against  the  recurrence  of  similar  disasters.”  The 
memorial  concludes  by  praying  congress,  “that  a 
system  of  rigid  inspection  to  be  instituted,  under 
proper  officers  to  be  appointed  for  that  purpose,  so 
directed  as  to  secure  both  in  the  construction  of  the 
hull  and  machinery  of  steamboats  adequate  strength, 
and  to  provide  not  merely  for  the  prudent  manage- 
ment of  such  boats,  but  for  the  safety  of  the  pas- 
sengers in  the  event  ot  accidents,  are  measures 
which,  if  adopted,  and  carried  into  full  effect,  will 
greatly  tend  to  the  security  of  the  public.  Your 
petitioners  trust  that  your  honorable  body  will  not 
adjourn  without  making  these  and  such  other  pro- 
visions on  this  subject,  as  your  wisdom  may  sug- 
gest, and  may  be  best  calculated  to  effect  the  ob- 
ject in  view — an  object  in  which  the  whole  Ameri- 
can people  have  a deep  and  abiding  interest.” 
They  also  passed  a resolution  of  thanks  to  capt. 
Davis,  of  the  Henry  Camerdon,  who  rescued  several 
of  the  passengers. 

The  sub-treasury  bill  reported  to  the  house 
of  representatives  by  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  was  rejected  on  Monday  last  by  a vote  of 
111  yeas  to  125  nays.  On  the  following  day  Mr. 
Foster  moved  a reconsideration  of  the  vote,  but  the 
house  refused— Ayes  21,  nays  205.  A detailed  ac- 
count of  the  proceedings  will  be  found  under  the 
proper  head. 

More  Seminoles.  About  700  Seminole  In- 
dians, from  Florida,  arrived  at  the  Fourche  bar, 
about  seven  miles  below  town,  in  the  steamboat 
South  Alabama,  from  New  Orleans,  last  week,  and 
remained  there  until  Monday,  the  w'ater  bein^  too 
low  for  the  boat  to  come  up.  The  Indians  were 
then  taken  on  board  the  Liverpool  and  Itasca,  each 
with  two  keel-boat3  in  tow,  and  proceeded  up  the 
river. 

The  officers  in  charge  of  the  party  are  lieutenants 
Reynolds  and  Terry,  U.  S.  army,  and  a small  de- 
tachment of  U.  S.  troops. 

These  Indians  are  a part  of  the  band  of  the  noted 
chief  Micanopy,  who  accompanies  them,  as  does 
Cloud  and  Nocosaola,  two  other  noted  chiefs.  Near 
one  third  of  the  party  are  negroes,  who  appear  to 
have  been  reared  among  them. 

[Little  Rock,  ( Ark.)  Gazette. 

The  Cherokees.  Gen.  Scott  and  suite  were  at 
Athens,  Tenn.  on  the  9th  instant  and  left  on  the 
following  day  for  Fort  Butler,  North  Carolina.  The 
Journal  states  that  about  7,000  of  the  Cherokees 
have  been  collected,  1,000  of  whom  have  set  out 
for  their  new  homes  in  the  west.  The  general  is  of 
opinion  that  the  whole  nation  can  be  removed  in  a 
short  time,  unless  his  operations  should  be  arrested 
by  new  arrangements. 

Gov.  Bagby,  of  Alabama,  has  written  a letter  to 
secretary  of  war,  refusing  the  assent  of  the  state  to 
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the  proposition  for  allowing  the  Cherokees  further 
time  for  removing  to  the  west. 

The  governor  of  Alabama  (we  learn  from  the 
Nashville  Union,)  has  issued  orders  for  calling  into 
service  fifteen  hundred  of  the  militia  of  that  state, 
five  hundred  of  whom  are  to  be  mounted  men. 
The  troops  are  to  be  mounted,  organized,  and  then 
discharged,  subject  to  be  called  into  service  at  a 
moment’s  warning.  The  reason  assigned  by  the 
governor  for  this  measure  is  the  apprehension  of 
difficulties  with  the  Cherokees.  From  present  ap- 
pearances there  will  be  no  necessity  for  the  ser- 
vices of  these,  as  the  Indians  are  peaceably  making 
their  way  to  the  west,  under  the  judicious  arrange- 
ments of  general  Scott,  without  the  slightest  indi- 
cations of  hostility. 

From  the  Canada  Frontier.  Major  general 
Macomb,  and  brigadier  general  Brady,  arrived 
at  Sackett’s  Harbor  on  the  16th  instant.  A Sackett’s 
Harbor  paper  mentions  the  arrival  of  two  hundred 
regular  troops  under  the  command  of  captain 
Gvvynne,  of  the  1st  regiment  of  infantry,  and  capt. 
McCall  of  the  4th.  They  are  to  be  followed  by 
others.  The  object  of  these  movements,  it  is  said, 
is  “to  suppress  and  capture  the  banditti  headed  by 
William  Johnson— protect  the  commerce  of  the 
lake  and  river  St  Lawrence,  and  to  restore  confi- 
dence and  safety  to  all  the  peaceable  and  quiet  in- 
habitants residing  near  the  dividing  line  between 
the  two  governments.” 

The  steamboat  Telegraph  has  been  chartered  by 
general  Macomb  for  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  and  it  is  now  being  armed  and  manned  for 
the  defence  of  the  frontier,  to  preserve  the  laws  of 
neutrality,  and  to  the  aid  the  civil  authorities  in  the 
discharge  of  their  duties. 

The  Buffalo  Commercial  Advertiser  “says  it  was 
generally  understood  there  that  the  fight  at  the 
“Short  Hills,”  noticed  in  the  next  page,  had  its  ori- 
gin in  a tavern  broil.  The  lancers  were  insolent  and 
overbearing,  high  words  were  followed  by  blows, 
and  a general  melee  ensued,  in  which  several  were 
severely  injured  and  a few  killed.  There  is  no 
evidence  that  any  violence  was  premeditated  by 
either  party,  and  so  far  as  we  can  learn,  it  was 
purely  a casual  rencounter.  It  may,  however,  be 
but  the  prelude  to  fresh  troubles.  There  is  no  af- 
finity between  the  resident  population  of  the  pro- 
vince and  the  British  soldiers.  The  latter  are 
looked  upon  as  foreign  mercenaries,  and  we  may 
expect  to  hear  of  frequent  collisions  between  them 
and  the  people.” 

The  trial  of  the  persons  implicated  in  the  burning 
of  the  Sir  Robert  Peel  steamer,  was  to  commence 
at  Watertown,  Jefferson  county,  yesterday  under 
judge  Cushman.  Anderson  is  the  first  named  on 
the  list. 

The  attorney  general  of  the  state  had  arrived  to 
assist  the  district  attorney. 

The  number  of  British  troops  on  the  Niagara 
frontier  is  computed  at  500.  There  is  a body  of 
U.  S.  troops  at  Buffalo.  Gen.  Brady  left  there  for 
Detroit  on  Thursday  the  12th  instant. 

North  -eastern  frontier.  The  Portland  Ad- 
vertiser states  that  gen.  Wool  of  the  U.  S.  army, 
had  proceeded  to  Augusta  (Maine)  to  confer  with 
governor  Kent  and  his  council,  now  in  session,  on 
the  subject  of  establishing  one  or  more  military  posts 
near  the  northern  frontier.  This  distinguished  officer 
has  been  sent  by  the  war  department  of  the  United 
States  at  the  earnest  application  of  gov.  Kent,  for 
the  purpose  of  making  a reconnoisance  and  settling 
suitable  positions  for  the  establishment  of  posts  to 
protect  the  territory  of  Maine  from  foreign  aggres- 
sion. The  Advertiser  says,  “the  importance  of 
these  improvements  will  be  appreciated  by  the  peo- 
ple of  this  state,  who  look  to  the  final  adjustment  of 
our  boundary  line  and  the  border  difficulties  with 
increasing  anxiety.  We  trust  that  the  zeal  and  ear- 
nestness with  which  the  matter  is  pursued  by  our 
executive  will  lead  to  a speedy  conclusion  of  this 
protracted  controversy.” 

Banks,  currency,  &c.  The  following  reso- 
lution was  adopted  at  a meeting  of  the  presidents 
of  the  banks  at  New  Orleans,  held  on  the  16th 
instant. 

“Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  the  board  of 
presidents  of  the  banks  of  New  Orleans,  the  first 


Monday  in  January  should  be  fixed  on  as  the  time 
of  resumption  of  said  banks:  Provided,  That  the 
United  States  Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  through  its 
agency  in  this  city,  will  furnish  a general  cur- 
rency, until  the  establishment  of  a national  bank, 
or  until  such  other  remedial  measure  be  adopted  or 
sustained  by  the  government  in  relation  to  the  cur- 
rency as  will  insure  the  country  and  the  banks 
against  the  deplorable  consequences  of  a second  sus- 
pension  of  specie  payments  by  the  government  and  the 
banks.” 

New  York,  June  26.  The  business  in  sterling 
exchange  yesterday,  for  the  Great  Western,  was  at 
a small  decline  on  the  rates  current  on  Saturday, 
the  sales  having  been  made  at  8 1-2  a 9 per  cent, 
prem.  chiefly  at  8 3-4  a 9.  Some  of  the  banks  re- 
fused to  draw  under  9 1-2  per  cent,  prem.,  but  we 
have  not  heard  of  any  transactions  at  that  rate.  On 
France,  5f.  22  was  obtained.  The  amount  of  ex- 
change on  all  places  going  forward  by  the  Great 
Western  has  been  more  limited  than  was  anticipated. 

The  Dry  Dock  Bank.  We  are  happy  to  say  that 
this  institution  is  again  in  operation.  The  injunc- 
tion has  been  removed  by  the  chancellor,  and  the 
stock  is  above  par.  All  claims  against  the  bank 
have  been  liquidated,  and  in  all  respects  its  use- 
fulness is  resumed,  under  very  favorable  circum- 
stances. [IV.  Y.  Jour,  of  Com. 

Mississippi  Union  Bank.  This  institution,  with  a 
capital  of  fifteen  millions,  five  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  gives  heavy  salaries  to  its  officers.  The 
Natchez  Courier  says,  that  it  gives  to 
H.  G.  Runnels,  President, 

Gildart,  Bank  Attorney, 

Samuel  Gwin,  Cashier, 

Greenleaf.  Ass’t.  do. 

Wyatt,  Teller, 

Price,  Clerk. 


#10, 
10,000 
8,000 
6,000 

3.000 

2.000 


Total,"  $39,000 

The  Girard  Bank  of  Philadelphia  has  given  no- 
tice that  it  will  redeem  the  notes  of  the  Union 
Bank  of  Tennessee  which  are  made  payable  at 
Baltimore,  Philadelphia  or  New  York. 

The  State  Bank  of  Illinois  has  declared  a half 
yearly  dividend  of  five  dollars  a share. 

The  Union  Bank  of  Maryland  has  declared  a 
dividend  of  three  percent,  for  the  last  six  months. 

The  Farmers  and  Planters’  Bank  has  also  de- 
clared a dividend  of  three  per  cent,  for  the  last  six 
months. 

Tennessee  money  market.  The  Nashville  Whig 
of  the  20th  instant  has  the  following  quotations  of 
the  rates  of  exchange: 


U.  S.  Bank, 

Specie, 

Kentucky, 

Virginia, 

N.  Orleans, 

Indiana, 

Illinois, 

Carolinas  and  Georgia, 
Alabama, 

Small  do 


10  a 11  pr. 
10  a 11  do 
8 a 9 do 


S a 
5 a 
8 a 
7 a 
2 1-2  a 
par  a 


9 do 
6 do 
9 do 
8 do 
5 do 
3 dis. 
12  dis. 


The  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce  of  Wed- 


nesday, says — 

“The  sales  of  the  stock  exchange  indicate  an 
advance  of  not  above  one  or  two  per  cent,  on  an 
average,  as  compared  with  prices  before  the  rejec- 
tion of  the  sub-treasury  bill  was  known  here.  The 
explanation  is,  that  this  result  has  been  confidently 
anticipated,  and  so  the  chief  advance  took  place 
before  the  vote  was  taken. 

Private  banking.  We  understand  that  the  $50,- 
000,000  bank  which  has  been  projected  here  under 
the  general  banking  law,  is  soon  to  go  into  opera- 
tion, and  that  J.  W.  Olcott,  esq.  of  Albany,  has 
been  chosen  president  and  accepted  the  appointment. 


New  Hampshire.  The  whigeonvention, which 
assembled  at  Concord  on  the  20th  inst.,  nominated 
gen.  James  Wilson  as  a candidate  for  governor,  and 
the  following  gentlemen  as  candidates  foi  congress: 
Rockingham  district,  John  Porter,  of  Derry. 
Stafford  do  Joel  Eastman,  of  Conway. 

Hillsborough  do  A.  Colby,  of  New  London. 
Cheshire  do  PhineasHandenon,  of  Keene. 

Graftonfy Coos  do  Johathan  Smith,  of  Bath. 

The  election  for  governor  takes  place  in  March 
next,  and  for  representatives  to  congress  in  Novem- 
ber. 
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Navy  department,  June  23,  1833.  The 
board  of  captains  in  the  navy,  convened  in  Balti- 
more, on  the  23th  ultimo,  for  the  examination  of 
midshipmen,  adjourned  on  the  22d  instant. 

Tile  following  is  the  list  of  the  midshipmen  who 
passed  in  the  order  of  rank  assigned  them  by  the 
board,  after  a careful  consideration  of  their  several 


of  North  Ameiica,  I have  only,  sir,  to  repeat  the 
assurance  of  my  distinguished  consideration. 

(Signed)  Metternich. 

To  Mr.  Nathaniel  Niles, 

Diplomatic  agent  of  the  United  States. 

[Globe. 


qualifications,  and  all  other  circumstances  which  it 
became  the  duty  of  the  board  to  weigh: 


1 Geo.  W.  Chapman, 

2 VV  n.  P.  McArthur, 

3 Huun  Gansevoort, 

4 William  Drayton, 

5 George  Wickham, 

6 Simon  F.  Blunt, 

7 Frederick  A.  B icon, 

8 William  T.  Smith, 

9 Tlios.  W.,  Camming, 

10  William  May, 

11  Henry  H.  Lewis, 

12  Joseph  P.  Sanford, 

13  Geo.  W.  Harrison, 

14  James  F.  Armstrong, 

15  Ferdinand  Pepin, 

16  Montgomery  Hunt, 

17  Henry  Eld, 

18  John  Contee, 

19  Joseph  H.  Adams, 

20  William  A.  Parker, 

21  James  D Johnston, 

22  John  N.  Maflit, 

23  Wash’n  Gwathmey, 


24  Win.  Ronckendorff, 

25  Win.  B.  Beverley, 

26  John  Hall, 

27  Francis  Lowry, 

23  W,n.  E.  LeRoy, 

29  Maxwell  Woodhull, 

30  Henry  Waddell, 

31  Strong  B.  Thompson, 

32  Lafayette  Maynard, 

33  Roger  N.  Siembel, 

34  Geo.  Colvocoressis, 

35  Washington  Reid, 

36  William  Craney, 

37  Edward  S.  Hotter, 

38  Francis  S.  Haggerty, 

39  Theodore  B.  Barrett, 

40  J.  R.  M.  Mtillany, 

41  James  A.  Doyle, 

42  James  J.  Forbes, 

43  Matthias  Marine, 

44  Chas.  Robinson, 

45  Wm.  M.  E.  Adams. 


Naval  general  order.  The  armament  of  the 
exploring  expedition  being  adapted  merely  for  its 
necessary  defence  while  engaged  in  the  examina- 
tion and  survey  of  the  islands  of  the  Southern  ocean, 
against  any  attempts  to  disturb  its  operations  by 
the  savage  and  warlike  inhabitaulsofthose  islands; 
and  that  the  objects  which  it  is  destined  to  promote 
being  altogether  scientific,  and  useful,  intended  for 
the  benefit,  equally,  of  the  United  States  and  of  all 
the  commercial  nations  of  the  world,  it  is  considered 
to  be  entirely  divested  of  all  military  character, 
that,  even  in  the  event  of  the  country  being  involv- 
ed in  a war  uefore  the  return  of  the  squadron,  its 
path  upon  the  ocean  will  be  peaceful  and  its  pur- 
suits respected  by  all  belligerents. 

The  president  has,  therefore,  thought  proper,  in 
assigning  officers  to  the  command  of  this  squadron, 
to  depart  from  the  usual  custom  of  selecting  them 
from  the  senior  ranks  of  the  navy,  and  according  to 
their  respective  grades  in  the  service,  and  has  ap- 
pointed lieutenant  Charles  Wilkes  first  officer  to 
command  the  exploring  squadron,  ancf  lieutenant 
Wm.  L.  Hudson  to  command  the  ship  Peacock, 
and  the  second  officer  of  said  squadron;  and  to  take 
command  thereof  in  the  event  of  the  death  of  the 
first  officer,  or  his  disability  from  accident  or  sick- 
ness to  conduct  the  operations  of  the  expedition, 
Mahlon  Dickerson. 

Navy  department,  June  22,  1838. 


Official.  The  following  paper  has  been  offi- 
cially communicated  to  the  department  of  state. 

Vienna,  May  30,  1338. 

Sir:  In  my  official  note  of  the  8th  of  April  last, 
I reserved  to  myself  the  pow  er  of  communicating 
to  you,  at  a proper  time,  the  result  of  the  steps 
which  I had  hastened  to  take  in  the  proper  depart- 
ments of  the  interior,  for  the  purpose  of  modifying 
essentially,  if  not  of  abolishing  entirely,  the  mea- 
sures with  regard  to  health,  and  the  precautions 
hitherto  employed  in  the  ports  of  his  imperial  and 
royal  catholic  majesty,  with  regard  to  vessels  corn- 
ing from  the  United  States  of  North  America. 

My  efforts  have  not  been  fruitless;  and  1 have 
this  day  Ihe  pleasure  to  announce  to  you,  sir,  that 
the  said  departments  have  just  made,  the  following 
dispositions: 

Vessels  coming  from  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
ica  provided  with  clean  bills  of  health,  shall  be  im- 
mediately admitted  to  free  entry,  ( pratique  libre.) 
On  the  other  hand,  those  which  do  not  bring  a clean 
bill  of  health  shall  be  subjected  to  a quarantine  of 
ten  or  Jive  days  respectively,  according  as  the  mer- 
chandise with  which  they  are  laden  may  be  found 
to  belong  to  the  class  of  objects  susceptible  of  being 
tainted  by  the  contagious  miasma  or  not. 

As  to  vessels  arriving  in  summer  w ith  clean  bills 
of  health,  they  shall  be  freed  from  all  precautionary 
quarantine. 

I should  add  that  the  orders  necessary  for  carry- 
ing these  measures  into  execution,  have  already 
been  despatched  to  the  imperial  government  of 
Trieste. 

In  the  hope  that  I have  thus  satisfied,  so  far  as 
depended  upon  myself,  the  desire  expressed  by  you 
on  the  part  of  the  government  of  the  United  States 


Movement  of  troops.  A detachment  of  be- 
tween 60  and  70  U.  S.  troops,  under  command  of 
lieutenant  W.  G.  Freeman,  4th  artillery,  destined 
for  the  northern  frontier,  left  Fort  Monroe  on  Sa- 
turday last,  in  the  packet-schooner  Thaddeus,  for 
New  York, 

All  remaining  disposable  recruits  in  New  York 
(190)  left  that  station  on  Thursday  last,  for  Saclc- 
ett’s  Harbor,  under  command  of  captain  T.  P. 
Gwynne,  of  the  1st,  and  capt.  G.  A.  McCall,  of  the 
4th  infantry. 

A company  of  60  recruits,  under  command  of 
capt.  J.  Dimick,  1st  artillery,  arrived  at  Troy,  N. 
Y.,  on  Tuesday  morning,  12th  inst.  and  took  passage 
on  one  of  the  canal  packets  for  Whitehall,  on  their 
way  to  Plattsburg. 

Lieuts.  Carpender  and  Lynch  have  returned  in 
the  steam  ship  Great  Western,  arrived  at  New 
York,  and  the  former  reached  this  city  or  Monday 
evening. 

We  understand  that  col.  Sylvanus  Thayer  will  re- 
sume his  former  station  as  superintendent  of  the 
military  academy,  at  the  close  of  the  present  exami- 
nation. 

Capt.  Charles  W.  Skinner  has  been  appointed  to 
the  command  of  the  steam  ship  Fulton,  now  at  the 
navy  yard  in  this  city,  during  the  absence  of  capt. 
M.  C.  Perry.  [Army  and  Navy  Chron. 

[OFFICIAL — GENERAL  ORDERS,  NO.  18.] 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  June  27,  1838. 

1.  Promotions  and  appointments  in  the  army 
since  the  1st  January,  1838. 

First  regiment  of  dragoons. 

Second  lieutenant  William  N.  Grier,  to  be  first 
lieutenant,  14th  April,  1838,  vice  Ury,  deceased. 

36.  Cadet  A.  J.  Smith,  to  be  second  lieutenant, 
1st  July,  1838. 

44.  Cadet  C.F.  Ruff,  to  be  second  lieutenant,  1st 
July,  1838. 

Second  regiment  of  dragoons. 

First  lieutenant  Erasmus  D.  Bullock,  to  be  cap- 
tain, 29th  January,  1838,  vice  Graham,  resigned. 

Second  lieutenant  N.  W.  Hunter,  to  he  first  lieu- 
tenant, 31st  December,  13-37,  vice  Forsyth,  resigned. 

Second  lieutenant  Robert  B.  Lawton,  to  be  first 
lieutenant,  29th  January,  1838,  vice  Bullock,  pro- 
moted. 

Second  lieutenant  Nathan  Darling,  to  be  first  lieu- 
tenant, 1st  March,  1838,  vice  Maury,  resigned. 

25.  Cadet  William  A.  Brown,  to  be  second  lieu- 
tenant, 1st  July,  1838. 

26.  Cadet  YVilliam  J.  Hardee,  to  be  second  lieu- 
tenant, 1st  July,  1838. 

27.  Cadet  Hamilton  W.  Merrill,  to  be  second 
lieutenant,  1st  July,  1838. 

29.  Cadet  Owen  L.  Ransom,  to  be  second  lieu- 
tenant, 1st  July,  1838. 

31.  Cadet  Henry  H.  Sibley,  to  be  second  lieuten- 
ant, 1st  July,  1838. 

33.  Cadet  Ripley  A.  Arnold,  to  be  second  lieu- 
tenant, 1-st  July,  1838. 

43.  Cadet  Richard  H.  Graham,  to  be  second  lieu- 
tenant 1st  July,  1838. 

45.  Cadet  Zebulon  M.P.  Inge,  to  be  second  lieu- 
tenant, 1st  July,  1838. 

First  regiment  of  artillei-y. 

Second  lieutenant  George  G.  Waggaman,  to  be 
first  lieutenant,  15th  February,  1838,  vice  Chalmers, 
dropped. 

1.  Cadet  William  H.  Wright,  to  be  second  lieu- 
tenant. 1st  July,  1838. 

2.  Cadet  P.  G.  T.  Beauregard,  to  be  second 
lieutenant,  1st  July,  1838. 

Cadet  James  H.  Tapier,  to  be  second  lieutenant, 
1st  July,  1838. 

9.  Cadet  Isaac  S.  K.  Reeves,  to  be  second  lieu- 
tenant, 1st  July,  1838. 

23.  Cadet  Irvin  McDowell,  to  be  brevet  second 
lieutenant,  1st  July,  1838. 

Second  regiment  of  artillery. 

First  lieutenant  W.  C.  DeHart,  to  be  captain,  3d 
April,  1838,  vice  Mountfort,  resigned. 

Second  lieutenant  Roland  A.  Luther,  to  be  first 
lieutenant,  3d  April,  1S38,  vice  DeHart,  promoted. 

4.  Cadet  Stephen  H.  Campbell,  to  be  second 
lieutenant,  1st  July,  1838. 

6.  Cadet  Alexander  H.  Dearborn,  to  be  second 
lieutenant,  1st  July,  1838. 

11.  Cadet  William  P.  Blair,  to  be  second  lieuten- 
ant, 1st  July,  1838. 

15.  Cadet  Lucius  Pitkin,  to  be  second  lieutenant, 
1st  July,  1838. 


19.  Cadet  Wm.  A.  Nichols,  to  be  bvt.  second 
lieutenant,  1st  July,  1838. 

21.  Cadet  Leslie  Chase,  to  be  brevet  second 
lieutenant,  1st  July,  1838. 

Third  regiment  of  artillery. 

Second  lieutenant  Thomas  W.  Sherman,  to  be  1st 
lieutenant,  14th  March.  1838, vice  Church  resigned. 

7.  Cadet  John  T.  Metcalf,  to  be  second  lieuten- 
ant, 1st  July,  1838. 

8.  Cadet  Thomas  Casey,  to  be  second  lieuten- 
ant, 1st  July,  1838. 

10.  Cadet  Buckner  Board,  to  be  second  lieuten- 
ant, 1st  July,  1838. 

13.  Cadet  James  M.  Ketchum,  to  be  second  lieu- 
tenant, 1st  July,  1838. 

16.  Cadet  William  H.  Shover,  to  be  second  lieu- 
tenant, 1st  July,  1838. 

18.  Cadet  Milton  A.  Haynes,  to  be  brevet  se- 
cond lieutenant,  1st  July,  1838. 

24.  Rowley  S.  Jennings,  to  be  brevet  second 
lieutenant,  1st  July,  I83S. 

Fourth  regiment  of  artillery. 

12.  Cadet  Thomas  S.  Ringgold,  to  be  second 
lieutenant,  1st  July,  1838. 

14.  Cadet  Henry  C.  Wayne,  to  be  second  lieuten- 
ant, 1st  July.  1838. 

17.  Cadet  William  F.  Barry,  to  be  brevet  second 
lieutenant,  1st  July,  1838. 

First  regiment  of  infantry. 

Second  lieutenant  George  H.  Pegram,  (adjutant,) 
to  be  1st  lieutenant,  1st  July,  1337,  vice  Beach,  re- 
signed. 

28.  Cadet  Robert  S.  Granger,  to  be  second  lieu- 
tenant, 1st  July,  1838. 

30.  Cadet  John  H.  Mathews,  to  be  second  lieu- 
tenant, 1st  July,  1838. 

35.  Cadet  Alexander  W.  Reynolds,  to  be  second 
lieutenant.  1st  July,  1838. 

41.  Cadet  Ferninand  S.  Mumford,  to  be  second 
lieutenant,  1st  July,  1838. 

Second  regiment  of  infantry. 

First  lieutenant  Joseph  R.  Smith,  to  be  captain, 
26th  April,  1838,  vice  Cobbs,  promoted. 

Second  lieutenant  John  M.  Clendenih,  to  be  first 
lieutenant,  26th  April,  1838,  vice  Smith,  promoted. 

40.  Cadet  Justus  McKinstry,  to  be  second  lieu- 
tenant, 1st  July,  1838. 

Fourth  regiment  of  infantry. 

Second  lieutenant  Henry  L.  Scott,  to  be  first  lieu- 
tenant, 1st  March,  1838,  vice  Howe,  resigned. 

34.  Cadet  Constant  Freeman,  to  be  second  lieu- 
tenant, 1st  Julv,  1838.  • 

39.  Cadet  Robert  M.  Cochran,  to  be  second  lieu- 
tenant, 1st  July,  1838. 

Fifth  regiment  of  infantry. 

Brevet  major  W.  V.  Cobbs,  captain  of  the  second 
regiment  of  infantry,  to  be  major,  26th  April,  1838, 
vice  Green,  promoted. 

42.  Cadet  Carter  L.  Stevenson,  to  be  second  lieu- 
tenant, 1st  July,  1838. 

Sixth  regiment  of  infantry. 

Major  John  Green,  of  the  5th  regiment  of  infan- 
try, to  be  lieutenant  colonel,  26th  April,  1S38,  vice 
Fowle,  deceased. 

First  lieutenant  William  Hoffman,  to  be  captain, 
1st  February,  1838,  vice  Nute,  resigned. 

Second  lieutenant  W.  H.  T.  Walker,  to  be  first 
lieutenant,  1st  February,  1838,  vice  Hoffman,  pro- 
moted. 

5.  Cadet  Jeremiah  M.  Scarritt,  to  be  second  lieu- 
tenant, 1st  July,  1838. 

20.  Cadet  John  C.  Fletcher,  to  be  second  lieute- 
nant, 1st  Julv,  1838. 

22.  Ca  let  Langdon  C.  Easton,  to  be  second  lieu- 
tenant, 1st  July,  1838. 

32.  Cadet  Edward  Johnson,  to  be  second  lieute- 
nant, 1st  Julv.  1838. 

37.  Cadet  Charles  J.  Hughes,  to  be  second  lieu- 
tenant, 1st  Julv,  1838. 

38.  Cadet  William  Hulbert,  to  be  second  lieute- 
nant, 1st  July,  1838. 

Seventh  regiment  of  infantry. 

James  S.  Sanderson,  late  sergeant  major,  to  be 
second  lieutenant,  1st  March,  1838. 

Promotions  by  brevet. 

Colonel  Zachariah  Taylor,  of  the  first  regiment 
of  infaptry,  to  be  brigadier  general  by  brevet,  to 
rank  from  25th  December,  1837,  for  distinguished 
services  in  the  battle  of  the  Kissimmee,  in  Florida, 
with  the  Seminole  Indians. 

Lieutenant  colonel  William  S.  Fostef,  of  the  4th 
regiment  of  infantry,  to  be  colonel  by  brevet,  to 
rank  from  25th  December,  1837,  for  distinguished 
services  in  Florida,  and  particularly  in  the  battle  ot 
the  Kissimmee. 

Ill  CASUALTIES,  (23.) 

Resignations,  (15.) 

Captains,  (3.) 

John  Graham,  second  dragroons,  28th  January, 
1838. 
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Brevet  major  John  Mountl'ort,  second  artillery, 
2d  April,  1838. 

Levi  M.  Nate,  sixtli  infantry,  31st  January,  1838. 

First  lieutenants,  (5.) 

William  Gilpin,  second  dragoons,  30th  April, 
1838. 

Z.  M.  P.  Maury,  second  dragoons,  28th  Februa- 
ry, 1838. 

Albert  E.  Church,  third  artillery,  13th  Maich, 
1833. 

John  Beach,  first  infantry,  30th  June,  183S. 

C.  S.  Howe,  lourtll  infantry,  28th  February,  1838. 

Second  lieutenants,  (6.) 

Richard  G.  Stockton,  first  dragoons,  30th  April, 
1838. 

Franklin  Saunders,  second  dragoons,  30th  June, 
1838. 

John  R.  Parker,  second  dragoons,  31st  March, 
1833. 

Fisher  A.  Lewis,  first  artillery,  15th  February, 
1838. 

William  T.  Martin,  fourth  artillery,  15th  June, 
1833. 

Peter  C.  Gaillard,  first  infantry,  30th  April,  1838. 

Assistant  surgeon,  (1.) 

John  C.  Reynolds,  assistant  surgeon,  25th  May, 
1833. 

Transfer,  (1.) 

Second  lieutenant  W.  D.  Berrien,  of  the  second 
regiment  of  dragoons,  transferred  to  the  6th  regi- 
ment of  infantry. 

Deaths  (7.) 

Lieutenant  colonel  John  Fowle,  sixth  infantry, 
25th  April,  1338. 

First  lieutenant  Asbury  Ury,  first  dragoons,  at 
Matanzas,  13th  April,  1838. 

Second  lieutenant  James  McClure,  first  infantry, 
at  Fort  Brooke,  Florida,  5th  April,  1838. 

Second  lieutenant  Charles  H.  E.  Spoor,  fouith 
infantry,  Lockport,  N.  Y.,  26th  January,  1338. 

Second  lieutenant  John  Connor,  5th  infantry, 
New  Orleans.  21th  February,  1338. 

Assistant  surgeon  Willison  Hughey,  25th  April, 
1833. 

Assistant  surgeon  Wade  Sullivan,  at  camp  Wal- 
ker, 15th  May,  1838. 

Dropped. 

Lieutenant  Charles  B.  Chalmers,  first  artillery, 
14th  February,  1833. 

III —  The  officers  promoted  and  appointed  will 
report  according  to  their  promotions  and  appoint- 
ments, and  join  their  proper  stations,  regiments,  or 
companies,  without  delay;  those  on  detached  ser- 
vice, or  acting  under  special  orders  and  instruc- 
tions, will  report  by  letter  to  their  respective  colo- 
n Is. 

IV —  The  graduates  of  the  military  academy  ap- 
pointed second  lieutenants,  and  assigned  to  the  four 
regiments  of  artillery,  and  the  two  second  lieuten- 
ants assigned  to  the  2d  and  5th  infantry,  will  repair 
to  the  northern  frontier,  and  report  for  duty  to  the 
several  commanding  officers,  according  to  the  or- 
ders transmitted  from  the  adjutant  general,  and 
communicated  through  the  commandant  at  West 
Point. 

The  second  lieutenants  assigned  to  the  dragoons 
and  the  1st,  4th,  and  6th  regiments  of  infantry, 
will  join  their  respective  regiments,  and  report  for 
duty  on  the  30th  of  September,  agreeably  to  regu- 
lations. 

All  the  graduates  promoted  will  immediately  re- 
port by  teller  to  their  respective  colonels,  who  will 
assign  them  to  companies.  Tnose  on  leave  of  ab 
sence  will  report  their  address,  monthly,  to  the  ad- 
jutant general’s  office. 

By  order: 

R.  Jones  adj't  gen'l. 

Note.  The  numbers  prefixed  to  the  names  of  the 
second  and  brevet  second  lieutenants  denote  their 
relative  rank. 

From  the  northern  frontier.  We  have 
been  favored  with  the  following  extract  from  a let- 
ter, dated 

Niagara  frontier,  Chippewa , U.  C.,  June  21. 

I arrived  here  to-day,and  find  this  place  in  a great 
excitement  owing  to  a battle  which  took  place  last 
night  at  “Short  Hills,”  about  twelve  miles  hence, 
between  a mounted  troop  of  100  British  lancers  and 
about  2,000  patriots. 

It  resulted  in  the  loss  of  four  lancers,  and  the 
capture  of  nearly  all  the  rest.  The  patriots  are 
fast  gaining  ground,  and  will  not  recede  until  they 
succeed  or  are  exterminated.  This  place  is  garri- 
soned with  500  infantry,  the  24th  regiment,  and 
the  lancers,  besides  volunteers.  Every  person  is 
thoroughly  searched  before  he  can  leave  the  place. 

The  steamboat  which  lands  the  passengers  from 
Buffalo  is  searched.  They  fear  very  much  an 
eruption  in  this  place,  and  for  that  reason  every 
hotel  is  under  guard,  and  every  passage  secured  by 


armed  men.  A body  of  United  States  troops  are 
quartered  in  Buffalo,  and  general  Brady  and  several 
other  officers  left  this  morning  for  Detroit. 

[New  York  Jour,  of  Com. 

The  murder  at  Baltimore — sufposed  par- 
ricide. It  has  been  stated  tfiat  a most  diabolical 
murder  was  committed  on  Thursday  night,  near 
Fairmount,  on  the  person  of  Benjamin  Stewart,  of 
Cambridge,  Dorchester  county,  and  that  the  deceas- 
ed, besides  being  shot  and  stabbed,  was  so  savagely 
hacked  by  repeated  blows  inflicted  with  a large 
hatchet,  that  his  face  was  destroyed.  It  has  been 
also  stated  that  two  men  and  a women  were  arrested 
early  on  Friday  morning,  on  suspicion  of  being  con- 
cerned in  the  murder. 

We  have  now  to  add  the  revolting  information 
that,  in  consequence  of  suspicious  circumstances — 
the  grounds  of  which  we  have  not  heard — police 
officers  Dimmitt  and  Lambert  were  despatched  to 
the  wharf  on  Saturday  afternoon  to  aw  ait  the  arri- 
val of  the  steamboat  Maryland  from  Cambridge 
and  that,  on  her  arrival,  they  arrested  William  Steur- 
art,  the  son  of  the  deceased , on  suspicion  of  being  con- 
cerned in  the  murder  of  his  farther! 

It  appears  that  Benjamin  Stewart,  the  father, 
William  Stewart,  the  son,  and  his  wife  had  been  in 
the  city  for  some  days,  boarding  at  the  house  of 
Thomas  Stewart,  the  brother  of  the  deceased.  It 
was  understood  that  the  farther  and  son  were  to 
have  left  for  Cambridge  in  the  Friday’s  steamboat, 
for  the  purpose  of  closing  their  affairs  there,  and 
then  to  return  and  depart  for  the  west,  where  they 
intended  to  settle.  On  Thursday  evening  the  father 
and  son  walked  out  about  8 o’clock,  and  between 
11  and  12  o’clock  at  night  the  son  came  in  alone. 
On  the  following  (Friday)  morning  the  son  left  in 
the  steamboat,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Stewart,  not  see- 
ing the  father,  was  under  the  impression  that  he 
had  also  gone  in  the  steamboat,  according  to  the 
arrangement  referred  to.  It  was  not  until  he  saw 
the  corpse  in  the  afternoon,  arid  identified  it  to  be 
the  body  of  his  brother  by  the  clothes,  that  he 
was  aware  that  he  had  not  left  the  city. 

William  Stewart,*  the  son,  was  arrested  as  stated 
above,  on  the  return  of  the  steamboat  on  Saturday 
afternoon  from  Cambridge,  and  was  carried  before 
police  magistrate  W.  A.  Schaeffer,  esq.  On  ex- 
amining his  person,  spots  were  found  on  his  panta- 
loons, to  which  spirits  of  turpentine  had  been  ap- 
plied. A vial  half  full  of  the  same  was  found  in 
his  pocket,  and  he  alleged  that,  having  spotted  his 
pantaloons  on  Ihe  steamboat,  he  had  obtained  the 
turpentine  to  cleanse  them.  Several  bullets  were 
also  found  in  bis  pocket,  and  in  his  pocket-book 
was  a paper  containing  an  ounce  and  a half  of 
arsenic.  In  the  lining  of  his  hat  was  found  the 
will  of  his  father,  dated  only  on  the  14th  inst., 
bequeathing  to  his  son  a tract  of  fifty-eight  acres  of 
land. 

A pair  of  pistols  was  produced  by  the  uncle, 
which  William,  the  son,  had  left  in  liis  room,  one 
of  which  was  loaded  to  the  muzzle,  and  the  other 
as  if  discharged,  with  pan  open  and  hammer  down. 

Mr.  Drake,  hardware  dealer,  testified  that  Wil 
liam  Stewart  was  the  man  who  purchased  of  him, 
on  the  afternoon  of  Thursday,  the  hatchet  which 
had  'been  found  near  the  murdered  body. 

William  Stewart  admitted  that  he  had  bought  a 
hatchet  of  Drake,  at  the  time  specified,  but  that  hi 
had  pledged  it  with  Mr.  Whiteley,  in  Pratt  street. 

Drake  testified  that  the  hatchet  sold  on  Thursday 
was  the  only  one  sold  by  him  for  some  days,  and 
that  he  alone  sells  that  kind. 

The  examination  was  closed  by  sending  William 
Stewart  to  prison. 

We  hear  that  the  woman  under  arrest  has  made 
disclosures,  implicating  one  or  two  others  in  the 
murder.  [ inxerican . 

Steam  navigation.  In  an  old  book  of  “New 
Travels  in  the  United  States  of  America,  performed 
by  J.  P.  Brissot  de  Warville,”  is  the  following  im- 
mediately interesting  passage  on  steam  navigation. 
Mr.  Rumsey,  whom  he  mentioned,  was  a remarka- 
ble genius,  and  a prophet  of  undoubted  sagacity. 

Sept.  1,  1633,  [ Philadelphia .] 

“I  breakfasted  with  Samuel  Ameland.  [Emlen] 
one  of  the  richest  and  mo3t  benificent  of  the  society 
of  friends.  He  is  a pupil  of  Anthony  Benezet;  he 
sppaks  of  him  with  enthusiasm,  and  treads  in  his 
steps.  He  takes  an  active  part  in  every  useful  in- 
stitution, and  rejoieps  in  the  occasion  of  doing 
good;  he  loves  the  French  nation,  and  speaks  their 
language.  He  treats  me  with  the  greatest  friend- 
ship; otters  me  his  house,  his  horses,  and  his  car- 
riage.  On  leaving  him,  I went  to  see  an  experi- 


* A true  bill  was  found  against  William  Stewart, 
on  Tuesday  last,  by  the  grand  jury  now  in  session 
in  Baltimore. 


ment,  near  the  Delaware,  on  the  boat,  the  object  of 
which  is  to  ascend  the  riveis  against  the  current. 
The  inventor  was  Mr.  Fitch,  who  had  found  a com- 
pany to  support  the  expense.  One  of  the  most 
zealous  associates  is  Mr.  Thornton,  of  whom  1 have 
spoken.  This  invention  was  disputed  between 
Mr.  Fitch,  and  Mr.  Rumsey,  of  Virginia.  How- 
ever, it  be,  the  machine  which  I saw,  appeals  well 
executed,  and  well  adapted  to  the  design.  The 
steam  engine  gives  motion  to  three  large  oars  of 
considerable  force,  which  were  to  give  sixty  stiokes 
per  minute. 

“I  doubt  not  but,  physically  speaking,  this  ma- 
chine may  produce  part  of  the  effects  which  are  ex- 
pected from  it;  but  I doubt  its  utility  in  commerce; 
lor,  notwithstanding  the  assurances  of  the  under- 
takers, it  must  require  many  men  to  manage  it,  and 
much  expense  in  repairing  the  damages  occasioned 
bv  the  violence  and  multiplicity  of  the  friction. 
Yet  I will  allow,  that  if  the  movements  can  be 
simplified,  and  the  expense  lessened,  the  invention 
may  be  useful  in  a country  where  labor  is  dear,  and 
where  the  borders  of  rivers  are  not  accessible,  like 
those  in  France,  by  horses  to  draw  the  boats.  This 
idea  was  consoling  to  Dr.  Thornton,  whom  I saw 
assailed  by  railleries  on  account  of  the  steam  boat. 
These  railleries  appear  to  be  very  ill  -placed.  The 
obstacles  to  be  conquered  by  genius  are  every 
where  so  considered,  the  encouragement  so  feeHe, 
and  the  necessity  of  supplying  the  want  of  band- 
labor,  in  America  so  evident,  that  I cannot  without 
indignation,  see  the  Americans  discouraging,  by 
their  sarcasms,  the  generous  efiorts  of  one  of  their 
fellow-citizens.” 

“Since  writing  this  letter,  I have  seen  Mr.  Rum- 
sey in  England.  He  is  a man  of  great  ingenuity; 
and,  by  the  explanation  which  he  has  given  me,  it 
appears  that  his  discovery,  though  founded  on  a 
similar  principle  wilh  that  of  Mr.  Fitch,  is  very 
different  from  it  and  far  more  simple  in  its  execu- 
tion. Mr.  Rumsey  proposed  then  (Feb.  1789)  to 
build  a vessel  which  should  go  to  America  by  the 
help  only  of  the  steam  engine,  and  without  sails. 
It  was  to  make  the  passage  in  fifteen  daijs.  I per- 
ceive with  pain  that  he  has  not  yet  executed  his 
project,  which,  when  executed,  will  introduce  into 
commerce  as  great  a change  as  the  discovery  of  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope.”  Author. 

Departure  of  the  Great  Western.  The 
Courier  and  Enquirer  says,  that  the  departure  of 
this  vessel  on  Monday  seemed  to  excite  public 
curiosity  almost  as  much  as  on  her  first  departure. 
As  the  hour  approached  which  was  fixed  upon 
for  her  to  leave  the  wharf,  the  Battery,  Cas- 
tle Garden,  the  docks,  the  rigging  of  vessels  in 
the  harbor  were  crowded  with  people.  Shortly 
after  4 o’clock,  she  w'as  loosed  from  her  moorings, 
and  proceeded  majestically  down  the  East  river, 
made  a slight  curve  up  the  North  river  and  then 
proceeded  to  sea.  A few  minutes  more  and  she 
had  passed  the  narrows,  and  then,  nothing  was 
visible  of  her  from  the  city  but  the  dense  cloud  of 
smoke  which  proceeded  from  her  chimney,  passing 
over  the  distant  highlands.  Several  steamboats 
accompanied  her  to  the  Narrows,  amongst  them  Ihe 
Passaic  frow  Newark,  loaded  with  passengers 
almost  down  to  the  water’s  edge,  the  New  Haven, 
Cornelius  Vanderbilt,  Fairfield  and  Belle,  and  se- 
veral small  craft. 

She  takes  cut  no  less  than  ninety  one  passengers, 
and  has,  we  are  informed,  about  one  hundred  tons 
of  merchandize  on  freight. 

Buenos  Ayres.  We  have  received  papers  from 
Buenos  Ayres  to  the  14th  April,  eight  days  later 
than  our  last  dates.  The  blockade  of  the  port  by 
the  French  squadron  still  continued,  but  the  officer 
in  command  prolonged  the  period  fixed  for  the  de- 
parture thence  of  foreign  vessels  to  the  15th  June, 
and  an  official  notice  of  this  extension  of  time  had 
been  published  by  the  United  States  and  British 
consuls. 

The  correspondence  between  the  government 
and  French  authorities  on  the  subject  of  the  exist- 
ing differences,  is  published,  and  evinces  on  the 
part  of  the  former,  a strong  determination  to  ad- 
here to  the  ground  it  has  taken. 

[ V.  Y.  Cour.  <§-  Enq. 

Specie — Mexico.  United  States  frigate  Con- 
stellation. commodore  Dallas,  from  Tampico,  sailed 
ori  the  9th  instant,  touched  s.  w.  bar  on  the  19th, 
and  put  on  board  the  Lion  $151,546  in  specie,  for 
merchants  in  this  city,  under  the  charge  of  lieuten- 
ant Radford,  and  proceeded  to  Pensacola.  We  have 
learned  verbally,  and  from  letters,  that  the  French 
fleet  was  about  to  concentrate  at  Vera  Cruz,  with 
the  intention  of  bombarding  the  city,  and  attacking 
the  castle  of  San  Juan  de  Ulloa,  as  the  Mexicans 
would  not  come  to  any  terms;  it  was  also  rumoured  at 
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Tampico  that  general  Santa  Anna  had  been  placed 
in  command  of  the  Mexican  troops,  and  was  making 
preparations  to  resist  the  attack  of  the  French. 

The  blockade  at  Tampico  was  continued  by  one 
brig,  and  by  one  at  Matamoras;  at  Vera  Cruz  there 
were  two  Fi  ench  frigates  and  several  brigs.  The 
United  States  sloops  of  war  Boston  and  Vandalia 
were  at  Vera  Cruz,  and  the  Ontario  at  Tampico. 

[New  Orleans  Transcript. 

Famous  wines.  The  late  sale  by  Mr.  Thomas 
and  Son,  of  wines  belonging  to  the  late  Mr.  T. 
Butler,  was  very  numerously  attended, and  the  prices 
paid  were  enormous.  Among  other  transactions, 
were  the  following.  Fifteen  demijohns  sold  at  $155 
each;  one  at  $150;  seven  at  $137;  five  at  $117  50; 
ten  at  $110;  seventeen  at  $105;  thirteen  at  $102  50; 
four  at  $101; — and  various  other  wines  for  lesser 
sums.  One  hundred  and  seventy  demijohns  were 
sold, — the  whole  amount  of  which  is  upwards  of 
fifteen  thousand  dollars 

We  have  made  a hurried  estimate  of  the  value  of 
some  of  these  wines, — and  find  that  the  price,  as 
paid  at  auction,  is  at  least  half  a dollar  per  wine 
glass  of  the  usual  size, — something  as  it  were,  like 
molien  silver,  and  affording  a plausible  image  of  the 
aurum  oosta'bile.  These  wines,  above  specified, 
were  cl  lefly  purchased,  we  learn  by  the  Butlers, — 
of  whom  it  may  be  said,  that  it  is  marvellous  if  they 
have  impioved  thereby  upon  their  previous  and  an- 
cient stock, — which  we  feel  bound  to  decide  is  not 
an  easy  matter, — howsoever  strong  the  bouquet  of 
the  last  bought  wines  may  be,  of  gold  and  silver. 

[ Philadelphia  Gazelle. 

Hon.  William  B.  Rochester.  We  lament  to 
learn  that  our  worst  apprehensions  with  regard  to 
the  loss  of  our  respected  and  valuable  citizen  judge 
Rochester,  who  was  a passenger  on  board  the  Pu- 
laski, are  now  confirmed.  The  judge  was  on  his 
return  home  from  Pensacola,  where  he  had  spent 
the  winter,  to  his  residence  at  Buffalo, and  probably 
took  the  Baltimore  route,  with  a view  to  visit  his 
family  connexions  in  Maryland.  The  melancholy 
event,  which  has  plunged  so  many  families  into 
a grief  too  profound  for  consolation,  has  not  inflict- 
ed a heavier  blow  on  any  of  them,  than  that  which 
will  be  felt  by  the  surviving  relations  and  friends  of 
judge  Rochester.  No  man,  in  all  the  public  and 
private  relations  of  life,  could  be  more  esteemed, 
respected  and  beloved.  As  amiable  and  unpretend- 
ing as  he  was  able  and  upright,  his  death  is  a real 
calamity  to  the  large  circle  of  connections  and  friends 
to  which  he  was  endeared  by  so  many  ties.  [ Courier 
and  Enquirer. 

Retort  upon  Miss  Martineau.  In  her  last 
work  upon  this  country,  Miss  Martineau  abuses,  in 
rather  a petulant  and  acidulated  style,  a certain  vil- 
lage doctor  in  Vermont,  who  was  called  upon  to  at- 
tend her  travelling  companion,  but  from  whom  she 
could  derive  no  satisfactory  information  as  to  the 
nature  of  her  friend’s  complaint.  “I  fancy,”  says 
the  female  politician,  “I  hear  now  the  sharp,  con- 
ceited tones  of  the  doctor,  doggedly  using  his  power 
of  exasperating  my  anxiety.”  The  doctor  is  ques- 
tion, who  is  a highly  respectable  physician  at  Battle- 
boro,  has  published  a reply  to  this  unfeminine  at- 
tack, in  the  papers,  in  which  he  fairly  turns  the  tables 
upon  his  traducer.  He  says  that  he  equivocated 
ard  evaded,  in  relation  to  the  complaint  of  Miss 
Martineau’s  friend,  ‘Trorn  motives  of  delicacy,  and 
to  spare  the  feelings  of  the  lady.  If  she  has  been 
very  much  concerned  to  know,  and  is  yet  in  the 
dark,  I will  enlighten  her  darkness.  Her  friend  was 
in  the  first  stages  of  delerium  tremens!”  And  this 
is  the  tourist  who,  in  commenting  on  the  foibles  of 
American  ladies,  regretted  that  they  were  so  much 
addicted  to  intemperance!  Miss  Martineau  should 
be  more  cautious  in  the  choice  of  her  travelling  as- 
sociates. [Neui  York  Mirror. 

From  the  National  Intelligencer  of  the  10th  inst. 

LETTER  FROM  MR.  PICKENS. 

Washington,  House  of  Representatives, 

June  14,  1838. 

Messrs.  Gales  Seaton:  Gentlemen:  In  your 
brief  report  of  what  I said  in  the  house  yesterday 
on  the  Texss  question,  your  reporter  has  this  sen- 
tence: “A  distinguished  member  (Mr.  Adams)  of 
the  Massachusetts  delegation  had  said,  on  a former 
occasion,  it  was  a question  of  union  or  disunion.” 
This  is  incorrect.  I said  “that,  as  the  most  deli- 
cate domestic  questions  had  been  dragged  into  this 
measure  day  alter  day,  for  the  last  six  months,  and 
as  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  ( Mr.  Adams) 
at  the  extra  session,  had  declared,  in  his  place,  that 
a large  portion  of  the  northern  people  would  prefer 
a dissolution  of  the  union  to  the  annexation  of 
Texas,  I was  tor  meeting  the  issue  he  had  thus 


tendered.  I had  no  fears  as  to  consequences.” 
Again:  I said  too,  “that  our  resources  and  popula- 
tion would  be  drawn  off  to  Texas  at  an  rate,  &c., 
and  that  unless  our  government  should  take  such 
position  as  to  control  the  matter  hereafter,  Great 
Britain  would  do,  and  that  in  this  view  it  was  deep- 
ly interesting  to  the  whole  union,  and  not  to  one 
section  only,”  See.  There  are  other  points,  not  ma- 
terial for  correction  or  notice. 

I have  never  asked  a correction  before,  I believe, 
of  reports,  but  be  so  kind  as  to  notice  the  above. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

F.  W.  Pickens. 


From  the  National  Intelligencer  of  the  16 ih  inst. 
LETTER  FROM  MR.  EWING,  OF  INDIANA. 

House  of  Representatives,  June  15,  1838. 

Gentlemen:  Notorious  as  the  “Globe”  newspa- 
per now  is  for  misrepresenting  the  conduct,  the 
language,  and  the  motives  of  many  pure  and  en- 
lightened statesmen,  I do  not  view  the  unfounded 
calumnies  and  partial  reports  of  such  a reckless 
vehicle  worthy  of  notice  or  correction  in  my  place. 
Indeed,  it  would,  on  my  part,  be  a useless  waste  of 
time,  as  I am  aware,  by  experience,  that  no  expo- 
sure will  prevent  a repetition  of  its  malignant  per- 
versions; and  having  resolved  that  it  shall  not,  at 
my  expense,  hereafter,  torture  truth,  or  make  das- 
tardly thrusts  with  impunity,  I am  content  to  adopt 
this  mode,  for  the  present,  to  rid  myself  of  its  base 
drivelling,  and  to  illustrate  its  well-known  propen- 
sities. 

On  the  7th  instant,  as  I have  already  explained 
in  your  columns,  I offered  an  amendment  to  the 
pre-emption  bill,  to  secure  to  my  state  the  exclu- 
sive right  to  enter  all  the  land  recently  purchased 
of  the  Miami  Indians,  except  a few  quarter  sec- 
tions occupied  and  improved  Dy  bona  fide  citizens 
of  the  state  at  the  date  of  the  treaty  purchase;  and 
with  this  substance  of  my  amendment,  set  forth  in 
the  remarks  which  I made  upon  the  occasion  of 
presenting  it,  duly  sem  in,  two  hours  after  presen . 
tation,  to  the  office  of  that  vehicle,  and  promised 
insertion  by  its  accredited  reporter,  my  remarks 
were  suppressed,  after  being  marked  for  publica- 
tion, and  the  substance  of  the  amendment  was 
changed  to  grant  pre-emption  to  all  who  have  al- 
ready settled  upon  the  tract  in  question.  This  one 
instance  of  the  truth  and  fairness  of  the  Official, 
with  evidence  indisputable  of  its  perversion  in  pos- 
session, may  satisfy.  The  amendment  alluded  to 
was  cut  off  in  the  house  last  evening,  by  the  arbi- 
trary action  of  the  speaker  of  the  house,  and  will 
not  appear  upon  the  journal;  but  I corrected  the 
false  statement  of  the  Globe  before  it  was  so  cut  off, 
and  therefore  that  circumstance  will  afford  no  shield, 
even  were  it  so  intended.  1 do  not  take  the  Globe. 
I could  never  read  that  paper  without  a feeling  of 
abhorrence  and  disgust.  But  a friend  has  placed  in 
my  hands  that  issued  on  the  13th  instant,  in  which 
I see,  under  the  caption  “Mr.  Ewing’s  zeal  for  Mr. 
Clay,”  the  garbled  tenor  it  thought  proper  to  give 
its  dupes  of  my  remarks  on  presenting  my  amend- 
ment is  republished,  and  an  arraignment  preferred, 
declaring  that 

“What  Mr.  Ewing — a witness  not  present — ‘pro- 
nounced false,’  is  established  by  the  written  notes 
taken  down  during  the  debate  by  governor  Clay, 
of  Alabama;  Judge  Young,  of  Illinois;  Mr.  Lyon, 
of  Michigan;  Mr.  Norvell,  of  Michigan;  all  corro- 
borating the  reports  of  the  Globe.” 

Now  be  it  known,  that  not  one  of  the  whole  array 
of  honorable  senators  whose  names  are  thus  thrust 
forward  by  the  Globe  has,  or  can  establish,  the 
truth  of  what  I know  to  be  false,  and  so  declared 
upon  the  occasion  alluded  to.  Nor  can  the  Globe’s 
report  of  their  speeches,  as  given,  be  tortured  into 
a contradiction  of  any  thing  I said.  I said  that  it 
was  utterly  false  that  the  distinguished  senator 
(whose  glorious  fame  and  honest  name  are  worm- 
wood to  the  Globe  man)  had,  as  was  reported,  de- 
signated settlers  on  the  public  lands  as  ‘land  pirates;’ 
that  it  was  a calumny,  sent  abroad  for  party  pur- 
poses— worthy  of  its  fabricators— unworthy  of  be- 
lief. The  settlers  know  that  they  settled  down 
contrary  to  law;  they  do  not  deny  or  disguise  this 
fact;  and  this  was  the  sense  and  true  meaning  and 
intent  of  all  that  was  charged  against  them.  In 
substance  and  in  fact,  the  president,  (whose  delu- 
sive echo  the  Globe  is,)  in  his  deliberate  message 
to  this  congress,  said  as  much,  and  made  as  many 
allegations  to  operate  against  the  wishes  and  inter- 
ests of  those  seeking  pre-emption,  as  the  much- 
traduced  senator  alluded  to  in  the  heat  of  debate. 
Have  not  the  people  read  that  message,  and  could 
they  not  mark  the  double  aspect  of  its  bearing  upon 
the  present  state  of  things?  But  it  suits  the  Globe 
man  to  overlook  this;  and  in  his  despicable  manner, 
and  with  his  usual  malign  spirit,  to  labor  to  do 


wrong  and  inflict  injury  in  the  article  I have  re- 
marked upon. 

I do  not  believe  that  the  defamation  of  the  Globe 
can  excite. the  prejudice  of  many  honest  men  at 
this  time  of  day.  I trust  indignant  contempt  of 
such  malignant  perversions  will  alone  be  called 
forth.  Thus  it  is  that  a free  and  virtuous  people 
will  manifest  respect  for  correct  principles,  and  pro- 
tect their  faithful  public  servants  from  the  influence 
of  corrupt  partisans.  I thank  God  my  constituents 
know  me,  and  my  public  character  can  never  rest 
upon  the  reports  of  the  Giobe  newspaper;  indeed, 
its  praise  would  be  mortifying;  for  my  energies,  my 
actions,  and  my  opinions  instinctively  desire  to  avoid 
the  contamination  of  such. 

I will  only  add  that,  in  correcting  a false  impu- 
tation against  an  enlightened  patriot,  I neither  feel 
nor  manifest  any  “zeal.”  I am  no  less  the  “zeal- 
ous” friend  of  general  Harrison,  another  enlighten- 
ed patriot,  but,  in  truth,  my  zeal  for  either  is  reserv- 
ed for  a different  field  of  action.  My  whole  zeal 
at  present  is  to  serve  my  constituents;  and  I trust 
neither  duty  nor  honor  will  hereafter  require  of  me 
to  divert  that  zeal  for  a moment  to  counteract  any 
new  libels  or  defamation  in  the  Globe,  or  resting 
upon  its  authority. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  friend,  &c. 

Jno.  Ewing. 

Messrs.  Gales  fy  Seaton. 


LETTER  FROM  THE  HON.  WADDY 
THOMPSON,  Jr. 

Washington,  May  25,  1S3S. 

Sir:  A writer  in  a late  number  of  your  paper 
propounds  certain  question  to  me  which  I have 
neither  the  right  nor  the  inclination  to  refuse  to 
answer.  The  respectful  character  of  the  article,  as 
well  as  the  obviously  respectable  source  from  which 
it  comes,  forbid  me  to  do  so.  I therefore  send  you 
a speech  which  I delivered  in  congress  before  I 
saw  the  article  in  your  paper.  I believe  all  the 
questions  are  answered  in  the  speech.  Lest  they 
may  not  be  with  sufficient  distinctness,  I now  add 
that  I am  opposed  to  entrusting  the  keeping  of  the 
public  money  to  agents  appointed  by  the  president, 
and  removed  at  his  pleasure.  I am  opposed  to  Mr. 
Rives’  substitute,  as  being  but  a revival  of  the  ex- 
ploded pet  bank  system.  I am  also  opposed  to  the 
charter  of  a United  States  Bank.  I am  in  favor  of 
special  deposites  with  batiks  properly  selected,  pre- 
ferring, in  all  cases  where  they  exist,  banks  owned 
in  whole  or  in  part  by  states;  in  such  manner  that 
the  money  is  not  to  be  used  by  the  banks  in  which 
it  is  deposited.  I believe  this  plan,  in  every  parti- 
cular, the  best.  The  money  will  be  kept  at  less 
expense,  will  be  more  safe,  more  easily  transferred, 
and  it  will  cut  down,  if  not  entirely  destroy,  this 
great  source  of  government  patronage. 

I am  unalterably  opposed  to  the  rejection  of  bank 
notes,  and  the  demand  of  gold  and  silver  for  all 
public  dues.  No  possible  combination  of  circum- 
stances can  induce  me  to  vote  for  a measure  which 
I believe  will  cause  so  much  ruin  and  misery. 

Whatever  may  be  my  opinion  on  the  general 
question  of  the  right  of  the  constituent  to  instruct 
his  representative,  I do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  such 
is  my  peculiar  relation  to  my  constituents,  that  I 
would  not  throw  myself  in  the  way  of  their  delib- 
erately formed  opinions  on  any  subject.  That 
“kindness  and  liberality”  on  their  part  to  which 
your  correspondent  alludes,  I am  fully  conscious  of, 
and  have  endeavored  to  repay  it  in  a manner  more 
substantial  than  professions — by  a stern  and  con- 
stant devotion  to  their  interest  of  such  poor  pow- 
ers as  God  has  given  me.  I am  ready  in  their  ser- 
vice to  sacrifice  that  which  I value  far,  very  far 
beyond  all  other  honors — their  confidence  and  sup- 
poit.  I have  calmly  and  deliberately  re-examined 
my  opinion  onson  the  great  questions  now  agitated, 
and  I am  only  the  more  confirmed  in  their  correct- 
ness. Until  convinced  that  I am  in  error,  no  human 
power  can  force  me  to  change  my  course.  If  such 
shall  not  be  (as  I do  not  doubt  that  in  time  they 
will  be)  the  opinions  of  my  constituents,  it  will 
give  me  much  pain — nothing  so  much,  however, 
as  would  the  consciousness  that  any  combination 
of  circumstances  should  have  forced  me  to  sacri- 
fice my  own  settled  convictions  of  duty.  I believe 
the  system  proposed  will  be  injurious  to  the  whole 
country,  and  more  so  to  the  south  than  gny  other 
section.  If  these  opinions,  honestly  entertained 
and  fearlessly  expressed,  shall  forfeit  me  the  confi- 
dence of  valued  friends,  it  will  not  be  the  first  time 
that  I have  sacrificed  popularity  and  office  to  a 
sense  of  public  duty.  I am  aware  of  the  powerful 
influences  which  have  operated  in  my  district  to 
produce  different  opinions,  of  the  small  hope  there 
is  of  my  being  able  successfully  to  resist  these  in- 
fluences. This  in  no  wise  diminishes  the  obliga- 
tion to  attempt  it.  I shall  most  assuredly,  by  all 
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means  in  my  power,  vindicate  my  course  as  your 
representative,  relying  on  the  intelligence,  firmness, 
and  justice  of  those  who  sent  me  here.  I therefore 
ask  the  favor  of  you  to  publish  the  speech  which  I 
send  you,  and  I rely  upon  the  “liberality  and  kind- 
ness” of  each  and  all  my  constituents  to  read  it  dis- 
assionately,  and  form  their  own  conclusions;  and 
leave  it  to  them  to  decide  whether  the  systematic 
and  fierce  denunciation  of  which  I have  been  the 
subject  results  more  from  a regard  to  the  public 
ood  than  from  feelings  of  private  and  personal 
ostilitv. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  Thompson,  jr. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Pendleton  Messenger. 


INVITATION  TO  MR.  CLAY. 
Invitation  of  the  late  meeting  at  Masonic  Hall,  New 
York,  to  Mr.  Clay,  and  his  answer. 

LETTER  OF  TIIE  COMMITTEE. 

New  York,  May  31,  1838. 

To  the  hon.  Henry  Clay: 

Sir:  A meeting  of  our  citizens  was  held  at  Ma- 
sonic Hall  on  the  evening  of  the  29th  instant,  when 
the  address  and  resolutions,  of  which  copies  are 
enclosed,  were  unanimously  adopted.  By  one  of 
those  resolutions  that  vast  and  animated  assemblage 
committed  to  us  the  duty  of  inviting  you  to  pass 
through  the  state  of  New  York,  by  way  of  this  city, 
Albany,  and  Buffalo,  on  your  return  to  Lexington, 
after  your  labors  at  the  present  session  of  congress, 
shall  have  terminated. 

The’meeting  lamented  that  the  gratifying  spec- 
tacle is  not  now  presented  by  this  state,  which,  but 
lor  recent  events,  it  would  have  exhibited  on  your 
first  journey  through  its  widest  extent.  The  deso- 
lation brought  upon  our  beloved  country,  by  a bad 
administration  of  government,  although  not  con- 
fined to  any  particular  interest,  nor  limited  by  state 
boundaries,  has,  in  its  fullest  force,  been  visited 
upon  us;  and  the  infliction  was,  perhaps,  the  more 
dejecting,  because  it  was  dealt  by  those  from  whom 
a majority  of  our  citizens  had  looked  for  benefits 
and  gratitude.  The  indignation  of  a great  people 
has  at  length  checked  the  audacity,  and  foresha- 
dowed the  doom  of  the  destroyers.  Buoyant,  there- 
fore, with  expectation,  we  can  at  least  have  the 
pleasnre  of  showing  you  the  monuments  of  former 
success  and  wiser  counsels,  and  of  pointing  out  to 
you  the  sources  of  our  future  hopes:  our  common 
schools,  our  canals  and  railroads,  our  spacious  har- 
bors, our  noble  rivers,  our  fertile  fields,  our  ship- 
ping, workshops  and  warehouses,  and  our  nume- 
rous and  intelligent  population,  gifted  with  ingenui- 
ty, industry  and  enterprise,  and  not  yet  deprived  of 
all  their  energies  by  the  incubus  that  sits  incumbent 
upon  them.  Amid  the  ruins  which  surround  us, 
it  is  consolatory  to  see  that  something  has  been 
snatched  from  destruction  by  the  intripidity  of 
yourself  and  your  compatriots;  that  there  is  much 
that  was  indestructible;  and  that  materials  remain, 
with  which,  under  the  guidance  of  patriotic  skill, 
we  may  hereafter  be  able  to  repair  the  fabric  of  our 
prosperity. 

Governed  by  these  feelings,  the  meeting  directed 
us  to  urge  your  acceptance  of  the  invitation  which 
we  have  above  communicated.  It  will  afford  us 
the  highest  satisfaction  to  be  enabled  to  state  to 
them  that  their  request  will  be  complied  with. — 
And  you  will,  we  trust,  permit  us  to  add,  that  the 
pleasure  of  our  citizens  in  seeing  you  will  lie  heigh- 
tened by  the  opportunity  of  thanking  you  in  per- 
son for  the  many  and  eminent  services  of  the  past; 
of  rejoicing  with  you  in  the  promises  of  the  pre- 
sent; and  of  confirming  their  hopes  of  the  future 
by  a communion  with  one,  who,  undismayed  by  the 
perils  that  have  from  time  to  time  threatened  our 
country,  still  pursued  the  onward  path,  and  taught 
us,  by  his  precept  and  example,  never  to  despair  of 
the  republic. 

We  are,  sir,  with  the  highest  esteem  and  consi- 
deration, your  faithful  friends  and  obedient  ser- 
vants, 

Gulian  C.  Verplanck, 
Willis  Hall, 

John  L.  Lawrence, 
Thomas  L.  Wells, 

Dudley  Selden, 

Robert  Swartwout. 

MR.  CLAY’S  REPLY. 

Washington,  June  8,  1838. 

Gentlemen:  I have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
a letter  which,  as  a committee  appointed  at  a meet 
ingof  my  political  friends,  recently  convened  in 
the  city  of  New  York,  you  addressed  to  me,  trans- 
mitting a copy  of  their  proceedings,  and,  in  pursu- 
ance of  one  of  their  resolutions,  inviting  me  to  vi- 
sit that  city,  and  to  pass  through  the  state  of  New 


York  to  Buffalo,  upon  my  return  home,  after  the 
termination  of  the  present  session  of  congress. 

I have  perused  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting 
with  the  liveliest  feelings  of  gratitude;  and  1 re- 
quest you,  gentlemen,  to  convey  to  those  who  com- 
posed it  my  cordial  thanks,  and  respectful  acknow- 
ledgments, for  their  friendly  consideration  of  me. 
Whilst  I feel  highly  gratified  by  the  sentiments  of 
attachment,  confidence,  and  preference,  with  an 
expression  of  which  the  meeting  has  honored  me, 
I think  that  it  has  wisely  referred  the  designation 
of  a suitable  candidate  for  the  office  of  president  of 
the  United  States  to  the  consideration  and  impartial 
decision  of  a national  convention.  Such  an  assem- 
blage, representing  all  parts  of  the  United  States, 
and  fairly  constituted,  will  embody  the  opinions 
and  best  express  the  sense  of  the  whole  opposition 
to  the  present  administration  of  the  general  govern- 
ment. It  will  reconcile  differences,  promote  har- 
mony, and  secure  hearty  co-operation  among  those 
who  are  engaged  in  the  patriotic  cause  of  strug- 
gling to  bring  back  the  government  to  its  former 
purity  to  heal  the  wounds  in  the  constitution,  and 
to  restore  the  prosperity  of  the  country. 

I should  be  most  happy  to  find  myself  under  cir- 
cumstances which  would  admit  of  my  acceptance 
of  the  friendly  invitation  to  visit  your  state.  I am 
sure  that  every  where,  on  a tour  so  agreeable,  I 
should  meet  with  the  greatest  kindness  and  hospi- 
tality, and  behold  in  the  virtue,  intelligence,  and 
enterprise  of  the  people  of  New  York,  in  the  noble 
works  of  internal  improvement  which  adorn  its  ter- 
ritory, and  in  the  fruitful  soil  w'ith  which  Provi- 
dence has  blessed  it,  abundant  elements  for  repair- 
ing the  temporary  injuries  inflicted  by  the  errors 
and  experiments  of  the  federal  executive.  But  I 
feel  constrained  to  deny  myself  the  satisfaction  of 
contemplating  these  pleasing  scenes.  After  an  ab- 
sence from  iny  home,  which  has  already  extended 
to  nigh  eight  months,  I am  naturally  most  anxious 
to  rejoin  my  family  without  any  unavoidable  delay. 
I might  content  myself  with  the  assignment  of  this 
simple  reason,  but  I have  other  and  higher  motives, 
which  candor  requires  I should  communicate,  for 
declining  to  accept  your  obliging  invitation.  Al- 
though I am  not,  in  fact,  a candidate  for  any  office, 
I am  aware  that  my  name  is  freely  used  in  connex- 
ion with  the  highest  in  the  gift  of  the  American 
people.  Whilst  it  is  thus  a subject  of  considera- 
tion, I have  thought  that  it  best  becomes  me  to  re- 
main in  an  attitude  perfectly  passive,  doing  nothing 
w'ith  the  intention  of  attracting  the  current  of  pub- 
lic feeling  to  me,  nothing  to  disturb  or  affect  the 
exercise  of  the  free  and  unbiassed  judgment  of  the 
people.  [ have  accordingly  acted  in  strict  confor- 
mity with  this  conviction  of  my  duty.  I have  vi- 
sited no  place,  and  shall  visit  no  place,  with  the 
view  of  promoting  my  own  personal  advancement. 
Considerations  both  of  principle  and  convenience 
have  induced  me  to  adopt  this  resolution.  I know 
that  sentiments  of  personal  esteem  and  regard  for 
me,  and  for  which  I am  very  thankful,  apart  from 
political  motives,  have  prompted  the  invitation  with 
which  you  have  favored  me;  but  if  I were  to  accept 
it,  no  matter  under  what  protestations  or  profes- 
sions, it  would  be  believed,  whether  justly  or  not, 
that  it  had  other  objects  besides  social  intercourse, 
and  an  examination  of  the  inexhaustible  resources 
of  your  great  state.  The  same  or  similar  reasons 
with  which  I might  be  induced  to  visit  New'  York, 
would  be  urged  to  prevail  on  me  to  go  to  other  por- 
tions of  the  union.  How  could  I discriminate? 
What  limit  should  I prescribe?  There  would  be  a 
physical  impracticability  to  go  to  every  important 
point  of  the  union,  which  I might  be  pressed,  or 
prompted  by  the  impulse  of  my  own  feelings,  to 
visit. 

The  office  of  president  of  the  United  States  is  of 
a nature  so  exalted,  and  its  functions  so  momen- 
tous, that  it  ought  not  to  be,  and,  happily,  never 
can  be,  reached  by  individual  efforts  to  acquire  it. 
It  should  only  be  bestowed  by  the  free,  spontane- 
ous, and  deliberate  judgment  of  the  people.  When 
so  conferred,  it  is  more  honorable  to  them  and  to 
the  distinguished  object  of  their  choice.  Thus  re- 
ceiving it,  he  will  enter  upon  the  career  of  its  ardu- 
ous duties,  conscious  that  he  has  attained  the  ele- 
vated station  by  no  low  or  unworthy  arts, and  over- 
flowing with  gratitude,  will  dedicate  all  his  abilities, 
and  his  undivided  energies,  to  the  honor  and  the 
prosperity  and  the  glory  of  his  country. 

Such,  gentlemen,  are  the  views  which  I should 
entertain  if  I were  a formal  candidate,  and  (he  sole 
candidate  of  the  cause  to  which  I am  attached. — 
Far  from  being  weakened,  they  appear  to  me  to 
possess  additional  strength  when  we  survey  the  ac- 
tual state  of  the  question  to  which  they  relate. 
The  whigs  have  not  yet  determined  on  their  candi- 
date. They  are  now  deliberating  about  it,  consult- 
ing among  themselves  in  their  primary  and  other 
assemblies,  as  they  have  a right  to  do,  and  resolved 


to  hold  a great  family  consultation  in  December, 
1S39.  Other  gentlemen,  of  eminent  abilities,  of 
distinguished  services,  and  of  acknowledged  patri- 
otism, are  justly  and  properly  and  prominently  in 
their  view,  and  under  their  consideration.  Whilst 
this  preliminary  question  is  in  progress  of  an  ami- 
cable adjustment,  I feel  that  it  would  not  be  right 
for  me  to  make  any  personal  exertions,  or  even  to 
be  voluntarily  placed  in  situations  in  which  it 
might  be  supposed  that  I was  making  personal  ex- 
ertions, to  withdraw  from  them  the  confidence,  so 
justly  due  to  them,  of  our  common  friends,  and  fix 
it  exclusively  upon  myself.  In  announcing  this 
rule  ol  conduct  for  myself,  it  is  foreign  from  my 
intention  to  mark  out  any  course  for  others,  or  to 
intimate  any  dissatisfaction  with  whatever  line  they 
may  consider  it  proper  to  pursue. 

I pray  you,  gentlemen,  individually,  to  accept 
assurances  of  the  high  personal  regard  and  esteem 
with  which  I am,  faithfully, 

Your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

H.  Clay. 


OFFICIAL  PAPERS. 

The  following  message  from  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  was  cominuuicaied  to  the  house  of 
representatives  on  Wednesday,  the  27th  inst. 

To  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I transmit  in  compliance  with  a resolution  of  the 
house  of  representatives  of  the  11th  inst.,  reports 
from  the  secretariesof  state,  treasury,  and  war,  with 
the  documents  referred  to  by  them  respectively.  It 
will  be  seen  that  the  outrages  committed  on  the 
steamboat  Sir  Robert  Peel,  under  the  British  flag, 
within  the  waters  of  the  United  States,  and  on  the 
steamboat  Telegraph,  under  the  American  flag  at 
Brockville,  in  Upper  Canada,  have  not  been  follow- 
ed by  any  demand,  by  either  government  on  the 
other,  for  redress.  These  acts  have  been,  so  far, 
treated  on  each  side  as  criminal  offences  committed 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  tribunals  competent  to 
enquire  into  the  facts,  and  to  punish  the  persons 
concerned  in  them.  Investigations  have  been  made, 
some  of  the  individuals  inculpated  have  been  arrest- 
ed, and  prosecutions  are  in  progress,  the  result  of 
which  cannot  be  doubted.  The  excited  state  of 
public  feeling  on  the  borders  of  Canada,  on  both 
sides  of  the  line,  has  occasioned  the  most  painful 
anxiety  to  this  government.  Every  effort  has  been, 
and  will  be,  made  to  prevent  the  success  of  the  de- 
sign apparently  formed,  and  in  the  course  of  exe- 
execution,  by  Canadians  who  have  found  a refuge 
within  our  territory,  aided  by  a few  reckless  persons 
of  our  own  country,  to  involve  the  nation  in  a war 
with  a neighboring  and  friendly  power.  Such  de- 
sign cannot  succeed  while  the  two  governments  ap- 
preciate and  confidently  rely  upon  the  good  faith  of 
each  other  in  the  performance  of  their  respective 
duties.  With  a fixed  determination  to  use  all  the 
means  in  my  power  to  put  a speedy  and  satisfactory 
termination  to  these  border  troubles,  I have  the  most 
confident  assurances  of  the  cordial  co-operation  of 
the  British  authorities,  at  home  and  in  the  North 
American  possessions,  in  the  accomplishment  of  a 
purpose  so  sincerely  and  earnestly  desired  by  the 
governments  and  people  both  of  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain.  M.  Van  Buren. 

Washington,  June  20,  1838. 

A number  of  documents  accompanied  this  mes- 
sage, the  contents  of  which  may  be  generally  infer- 
red from  the  message  itself.  The  following  report 
from  the  secretary  of  war,  however,  is  of  sufficient 
consequence  to  be  separated  from  the  rest  for  pub- 
lication. 

Department  of  War,  June  19,  1838. 

Sir:  In  relation  to  so  much  of  the  resolution  of 
the  house  of  representatives  of  the  11th  instant,  as 
has,  by  your  direction,  been  referred  to  this  depart- 
ment, I have  the  honor  to  state  that,  on  the  receipt 
of  intelligence  of  the  destruction  of  the  British 
steamer  Sir  Robert  Peel,  orders  were  immediately 
issued  to  the  commanding  officer  at  Fort  Niagara, 
to  detach  a portion  of  his  force  to  Sackett’s  Harbor; 
and  shortly  after,  the  disposable  recruits  at  New 
York  and  Fort  Monroe  were  ordered,  part  to 
strengthen  that  post,  part  to  Plattsburg,  and  part  to 
Swanton,  on  the  Vermont  frontier,  at  the  same  time, 
measures  were  taken  to  employ  a steamer,  to  be 
manned  with  a competent  military  force,  for  police 
purposes,  on  each  of  the  lakes,  Erie  and  Ontario. 

The  department,  havingsubsequently  received  in- 
formation, communicated  by  the  governor  of  the 
state  of  New  York,  that  the  disturbers  of  public 
order  had  taken  refuge  on  a portion  of  the  Thousand 
Islands,  situated  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Unit- 
States,  where  they  were  collecting  arms  arid  muni- 
tions of  war,  and  engaged  in  fitting  out  hostile  ex- 
peditions against  Canada,  major  gen.  Macomb  was 
despatched  to  Sackett’s  Harbor,  to  take  the  com- 
mand  of  the  forces  on  the  northern  frontier,,  with 
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instructions  to  take  prompt  and  vigorous  measures 
to  maintain  our  treaty  stipulations,  and  to  execute 
the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  especially  to  lose 
no  time  in  directing  operations  against  the  lawless 
men  who,  for  the  avow’ed  purpose  of  committing 
depredations  upon  the  territory  of  a friendly  power, 
have  stationed  themselves  on  the  islands  in  the  river 
St.  Lawrence.  The  general  has  been  since  advis- 
ed to  station  a guard  of  regulars  at  each  of  the  fer- 
ries on  the  river,  and  at  each  port  of  entry  on  the 
lakes,  in  order  to  protect  the  persons  and  property 
of  subjects  of  her  Britannic  Majesty  from  any  fur- 
ther outrage;  and  there  is  reason  to  believe,  from 
the  character  and  well-earned  reputation  of  that 
officer,  that  he  will  carry  these  instructions  into 
effect  to  the  extent  the  limited  force  under  his  com- 
mand will  permit,  with  promptness  and  energy. 

With  regard  to  the  “concentration  and  movements 
of  foreign  troops  ori  the  northern  and  northeastern 
frontiers  of  the  United  States,”  the  department  is 
not  informed  that  the  regular  troops  of  her  Britan- 
nic Majesty  have,  as  yet,  been  stationed  along  the 
frontier,  as  it  is  believed  to  be  the  intention;  that 
service  appearinsr  still  to  be  performed  by  ttie  vo- 
lunteers and  militia  of  Upper  and  Lower  Canada — 
a torc'e  estimated,  by  competent  judges,  at  about 
twenty-five  thousand  men.  The  regulars  now  in 
the  Canadas  are  ten  regiments  of  the  line  of  six 
hundred  and  fifty  men  each,  to  be  carried  up  to  fif- 
teen regiments;  two  battalions  of  guards,  eight  hun- 
dred and  fifty  men  each;  two  regiments  of  cavalry, 
each  of  three  hundred  men.  In  New  Brunswick 
and  Nova  Scotia,  the  regular  force  consists  of  five 
regiments  of  the  line  of  six  hundred  and  fifty  men 
each.  It  is  presumed  that  the  usual  proportion  of 
artillery  will  be  attached  to  the  regular  forces  in 
these  colonies,  and  in  the  Canadas,  making  an  ag- 
gregate regular  force  of  between  fifteen  and  sixteen 
thousand  men. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  Poinsett. 

To  the  President  of  the  U.  S. 

P.  S.  The  accompanying  extracts  of  letters  re- 
ceived from  his  excellency  the  governor  of  New 
York  contain  such  information  as  has  been  receiv- 
ed by  this  department  on  the  subject  of  the  recent 
disturbances  on  the  northern  frontier. 


From  the  Army  and  Navy  Chronicle. 

RAFT  OF  RED  RIVER— OFFICIAL. 

Louisville , June  4,  183S. 

Gen.  C.  Gratiot, 

Chief  engineer,  Washington: 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  state  to  the  department, 
that  on  the  9th  of  December  last,  the  steam  sna°- 
boat  “Eradicator,”  with  a keel  boat  in  tow,  left 
this  place  for  the  great  raft  in  Red  river,  for  the 
purpose  of  completing  its  removal.  The  steamer 
“Pearl,”  with  a keel  boat  in  tow,  left  on  the  27th 
of  January  last,  destined  to  the  same  service.  The 
“Eradicator”  arrived  at  the  raft  on  the  23d  of  De- 
cember, the  “Pearl”  on  the  1st  of  January,  and  the 
“Laurel”  on  the  Sth  of  February.  The  work  of 
removing  the  raft  was  resumed  by  the  respective 
boats  on  their  arrival,  and  was  continued  by  the 
“Laurel  to  the  21st  of  April,  by  the  “Eradicator” 
and  “Pearl”  to  the  first  of  May,  the  period  for 
which  the  laborers  were  engaged.  On  Ihe  7th  of 
March  last  the  first  steamboat  was  enabled  to  force 
her  way  through  the  upper  section  of  the  raft,  and 
up  to  the  29th  five  merchant  boats  had  passed  up, 
quite  through  the  raft.  On  that  day  the  entire  re- 
mainder of  the  raft  was  cut,  so  as  to  leave  a clear 
passage  for  boats.  Still  there  remained  in  the  chan- 
nel a great  number  of  snags,  logs,  8tc.,  which  have 
since  been  taken  out  by  the  “Eradicator.”  On  the 
the  1st  of  May  the  navigation  through  the  whole 
extent  of  the  raft  was  considered  safe,  and  was 
navigated  by  the  largest  class  of  boats,  trading  in 
that  river,  with  full  cargoes,  at  the  rate  of  seven 
miles  an  hour  up  stream,  and  twelve  down,  without 
damage  to  the  boats.  There  were  two  boats  lost 
near  the  head  of  the  raf:  by  striking  snags:  The 
“Black  Hawk”  on  the  2d,  and  the  “Revenue”  on 
the  7th  April.  These  accidents  happened  before 
the  “Eradicator”  had  worked  her  way  through  that 
part  of  the  river,  and  earlier  than  it  was  safe  to 
risk  a heavy  laden  steamer  down  the  stream,  by 
navigators  that  could  not  by  any  means  know  the 
river  in  so  short  a time  after  its  channel  had  been 
opened,  consequently  were  exposed  to  great  dan- 
ger. 

The  snag  on  which  the  “Black  Hawk”  struck 
was  removed  two  days  after  the  loss  of  that  boat; 
it  was  found  to  be  firmly  fixed  in  a perpendicular  po- 
sition, with  its  roots  twenty-three  feet  below  the  bot- 
tom of  the  river.  The  tree  was  about  four  feet  in 
diameter,  broken  off  about  three  feet  below  the  sur- 
face of  the  w'ater,  and  situated  in  a current  of 
about  five  miles  an  hour.  The  steamer  “Revenue” 


had  broken  a wheel  shaft  on  the  passage  dowrn  the 
river,  some  fifty  miles  above  the  head  of  the  raft, 
and  was  stove  by  running  on  shore,  in  consequence 
of  her  unmanageable  condition,  having  but  one 
wheel  at  work.  However,  there  is  now  no  ob- 
struction of  a dangerous  character  in  the  raft,  that 
is  known.  I consider  the  navigation  as  safe  through 
that  part  of  the  river,  where  the  raft  was  formerly 
located,  as  at  any  other  part  of  it,  from  forty-five 
miles  above  its  mouth  to  the  head  of  the  steamboat 
navigation,  a distance  estimated  at  1150  miles  — 
The  former  location  of  the  raft  occupied  165  miles 
of  that  distance.  Its  removal  has  extended  the 
navigation  by  steamboats,  about  750  miles  on  the 
Red  river  proper.  Its  tributaries,  from  the  best 
information  I am  in  possession  of,  will  afford  about 
six  hundred  miles,  with  but  partial  improvements 
in  their  channels,  and  may  be  extended  by  im- 
provements on  the  main  river  and  its  tributaries 
some  nine  hundred  miles  further,  extending  the 
whole  line  of  navigation  by  the  improvements 
3,250  miles,  passing  through  as  fertile  a soil 
as  any  on  this  continent,  with  a less  proportion 
of  land  which  is  unfit  for  cultivation  than  any 
tract  of  the  same  extent  in  our  country.  The  cli- 
mate is  well  adapted  for  the  cultivation  of  cotton; 
the  lat.  raging  from  32°  to  35°  N.,  between  the 
original  foot  of  the  raft  and  the  head  of  navigation. 
The  lands  on  the  river  bottom,  from  the  foot  of  the 
raft  to  one  hundred  miles  above  its  head,  have  been 
nearly  all  redeemed  from  inundation  by  the  removal 
of  the  timber  from  its  bed,  all  of  which  is  now  set- 
tling with  unprecedented  rapidity.  In  that  part  of 
the  river  where  the  raft  was  located,  there  was  not 
the  trace  of  a man  to  be  seen  from  its  foot  up  to 
Rush  island,  near  the  Caddo  agency,  when  the 
work  was  commenced  in  1833,  and  which  is  now'  a 
continued  line  of  cotton  plantations,  extending  to 
the  tow  n of  Shreveport,  a distance  of  115  miles. 
From  that  place  to  the  head  of  the  raft,  there  are 
many  large  improvements,  and  preparations  now  in 
progress  to  put  in  cultivation  a large  portion  of  the 
land  on  that  part  of  the  river.  The  land  lying  be- 
tween the  Red  and  the  Sabine  rivers,  has  also  been 
thickly  settled.  There  is,  perhaps,  a settler  on 
every  section  of  land  in  that  whole  district  of  coun- 
try, covering  a tract  of  ninety  miles  north  and 
south,  and  forty  east  and  west,  lying  within  the 
state  of  Louisiana,  which  includes  the  Caddo  pur- 
chase of  the  1st  July,  1835.  The  land  lying  be- 
tween the  Red  river  and  Washita,  also  of  about 
equal  extent,  and  equal  in  quality,  is  settling  with 
almost  as  great  rapidity. 

The  state  of  Arkansas  has  its  southern  boundary 
at  33  degrees  north  latitude,  which  crosses  the  Red 
river  about  15  miles  due  north,  above  the  head  of 
the  great  raft,  and  by  the  meanders  of  the  river 
about  45  miles;  and  has  a boundary  on  the  river,  on 
the  southwest  bank,  of  about  200  miles,  on  the 
northeast  bank  to  its  northern  boundary  some  600 
miles;  all  of  which  is  settling  with  a population 
that  must  in  a few  years  produce  some  two  hun- 
dred thousand  bales  of  cotton  per  annum,  and  an 
immense  amount  of  surplus  provisions,  being  a 
good  grain  growing  country,  and  equal  to  anv  in 
the  United  States  for  raising  stock  of  any  kind. 
Texas  has  a boundary  on  the  southeast  bank  of  the 
riverof  about  400  miles,  which  is  also  as  valuable 
a tract  of  country  as  any  within  the  limits  of  that 
government,  a great  portion  of  which  i3  settled  by 
an  industrious  and  enterprising  population. 

The  advantages  to  be  derived  from  the  removal 
of  the  great  ralt,  cannot  now  be  calculated.  I he 
government  land  on  that  river  has  been  enhanced 
in  value  to  an  immense  amount,  not  less.  I should 
judge,  than  15,000,000  of  dollars.  The  settlers 
will  reap  inestimable  advantages  from  the  same 
work.  The  expenditure  for  its  removal  under  my 
superintendence,  including  the  building  of  the 
steam  snag  boat  “Eradicator.”  designed  to  keep 
clear  new  accumulations  of  obstructions  in  that 
part  of  the  river,  called  the  raft,  has  been  $311,- 
129  50.  It  will  be  necessary  to  expend  some 
$15,000  a year  in  that  river,  to  w’ork  the  snag  boat 
“Eradicator”  a part  of  each  year,  for  which  ser- 
vice she  is  constructed  and  is  admirably  well  adapt- 
ed, to  remove  such  snags  and  logs  as  will  from  time 
to  time  rise  from  the  bed  of  the  river,  and  cave  in 
from  its  banks;  and  to  widen  the  stream  at  those 
points  where  it  has  been  contracted  to  so  narrow  a 
channel  as  not  to  afford  sufficient  room  for  the 
drifting  trees  that  float  down  during  the  high  fresh- 
ets in  that  river.  For  that  service  I hope  congress 
will  make  provision  from  time  to  time,  and  in  time 
to  admit  of  the  work  being  prosecuted  at  the  most 
advantageous  season  of  the  year,  which  is  from  the 
1st  of  December  to  the  31st  of  May.  During  the 
summer  and  fall  months  the  water  is  frequently  too 
low  to  operate  a boat  to  advantage,  and  the  work  of 
too  unhealthy  a character  to  labor  in  that  climate 
during  that  part  of  the  year,  when  men  will  be  sub- 


ject to  the  prevailing  diseases  of  the  country,  and 
the  annoyance  from  the  immense  swarms  of  mos- 
quitoes that  abound  in  the  valley  of  that  river. 
Four  years  will,  in  my  opinion,  be  as  long  as  it  will 
be  necessary  to  keep  up  the  improvement. 

In  that  time  the  channel  of  the  river  will  proba- 
bly have  returned  to  its  former  width,  by  the  ope- 
ration of  the  current  on  its  bottom  and  shores, 
which  are  both  wearing  away  continually;  and  by 
the  assistance  of  the  snag-boat  to  remove  the  logs 
and  trees  that  accumulate  in  its  bed,  and  clearing 
away  the  narrowest  points,  the  navigation  will  be 
kept  open  without  interruption.  There  is  also  some 
work  necessary  to  be  done  on  several  of  the  bayous 
in  the  upper  section  of  the  raft,  to  secure  the  water 
in  its  original  channel  and  prevent  the  enlargement 
to  such  an  extent  as  to  endanger  the  navigation  of 
the  river,  by  drawing  more  water  from  it,  than 
could  be  spared  from  its  volume  in  a low  stage.  I 
beg  leave  respectfully  to  recommend  that  provision 
be  also  made  for  removing  the  snags  from  the  bed 
of  the  river  above  the  raft,  as  high  up  as  Fort  Tow- 
son.  That  w ork  is  of  great  importance  to  the  navi- 
gation of  the  river,  and  can  be  done  at  a small  ex- 
pense by  the  snag-boat  “Eradicator.”  The  mas- 
ter of  that  boat  can  run  up  from  the  raft,  when  the 
water  is  at  the  most  favorable  stages,  and  execute 
the  necessary  work,  with  a small  additional  ex- 
pense, to  the  operations  in  the  raft  region.  There 
are,  however,  some  parts  of  that  river  that  flow 
through  banks  that  cave  in  to  some  extent,  and 
keep  up  the  supply  of  snags  in  that  river,  and  large 
drifting  trees  in  its  current.  The  latter  are  liable 
to  lodge  at  the  narrow  points  in  the  raft,  and  give 
much  more  labor  to  remove  them  than  would  be 
required  for  felling  the  timber  on  the  banks,  and 
cutting  it  into  pieces  that  would  float  down  without 
inteirupting  the  navigation,  at  the  same  time  pre- 
vent the  accumulation  of  snags  at  those  points. 
For  the  execution  of  that  work,  it  will  require  the 
labor  of  50  men  six  months,  at  an  expense  of  $10,- 
000.  For  both  of  these  objects  I would  recom- 
mend an  appropriation  of  $15,000,  in  addition  to 
the  sum  necessary  to  work  the  snag  boat  in  the 
raft. 

I am  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

Henry  M.  Shreeve,  Superintendent. 


THE  STEAMBOAT  PULASKI. 

From  the  Wilmington  ( N.  C.)  Advertiser — extra. 

Wednesday,  June  30 — 1 o'clock  P.  M. 
Further  particulars  of  the  loss  of  the  steamboat  Pu- 
laski, on  the  night  of  the  14 th  June. 

We  think  it  highly  important  to  state,  in  the  first 
place  that  a gentleman  of  unquestionable  character 
and  judgment  concur  in  say’ing  the  fatal  explosion 
was  caused  by  gross  negligence  on  the  part  of  those 
who  had  the  direction  of  the  machinery.  Solomon, 
a black  waiter  on  board,  who  had  once  been  a fire- 
man, states,  that  a little  after  II  o’clock,  as  he 
turned  from  the  fire-room,  he  heard  the  second  en- 
gineer (who  was  on  duty)  turn  the  water-cock, 
and,  from  the  loud  shrill  whistle  which  ensued,  he 
knew  that  the  water  had  gotten  too  low’,  and  that 
there  was  imminent  danger.  Mr.  Couper,  Mr. 
Lovejoy,  and  others,  give  it  as  their  opinion  that 
the  blow-cock  had  been  negligently  left  open — that 
the  boilers  had  been  emptied,  which  alarmed  the 
engineer,  and  caused  him  in  his  fright,  to  fill  them 
suddenly  with  fresh  water.  The  boiler  being  heat- 
ed to  redness,  this  body  of  water  was  instantly  con- 
verted into  steam  with  an  expansive  force  which 
the  sides  of  the  boilers  were  too  feeble  to  resist.  It 
is  further  positively  stated  that  during  the  whole  pas- 
sage, within  twenty  minutes  of  the  catastrophe,  the 
steam  gauate-cock  indicated  from  27  to  29  inches  of 
steam.  The  facts  which  immediately  followed  are 
given  correctly  by  Mr.  Hibberd,  as  published  in  our 
extra  of  the  18th,  until  it  reaches  the  statement  of 
the  sinking.  This  was  not  the  case,  hut  she  parted 
into  three  pieces. 

In  the  breaking  up,  the  w'hole  boat  went  und*-r 
water;  but,  upon  the  separation  of  the  keel  from  the 
upper  part  of  the  boat,  the  bow  and  stern  emerged 
again.  Very  shortly  alter,  the  forward  portion  of 
the  stern  was  depressed  beneath  the  water,  and  the 
hinder,portiou  elevated  into  the.  air,  upon  the  high- 
est portion  of  which  were  from  50  to  60  persons, 
more  than  two-thirds  of  whom  were  ladies  and 
children.  This  continued  within  view  of  those 
passengers  upon  the  bow  of  the  boat -(from  whom 
this  statement  is  made)  about  one  hour,  when  it  en- 
tirely disappeared.  The  keel,  after  its  separation, 
came  to  the  surface  bottom  upwards,  when  it  float- 
ed in  immediate  contact  with  ihe  bow  for  a half 
hour,  when  it  was  seen  no  more.  There  w’as  no  one 
upon  this  fragment. 

We  will  now  proceed  to  speak  of  the  bow,  and 
the  fate  of  those  whom  it  contained.  Upon  this 
portion  of  the  wreck  there  was  originally  18.  A1 
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immediately  proceeded  to  lighten  their  fragment,  by 
throwing  into  the  sea  every  thing  not  necessary  to 
secure  salvation,  which  gave  it  greater  buoyancy. 
On  Friday,  about  12  o’clock,  while  floating  upon 
the  ocean,  two  sails  were  seen,  one  in  a northeas'er- 
ly  direction,  and  the  other  in  a southweslerly  di- 
rection, about  five  or  six  miles  distant.  On  Satur- 
day morning,  early,  a portion  of  the  wreck  was  dis- 
covered, about  five  miles  distant,  with  a small  sail 
and  a flag  flying.  This  remnant  made  a successful 
attempt  to  reach  those  upon  the  bow,  whom  they 
joined  about  noon.  They  were  5 males.  They  at- 
tached themselves  immediately  to  their  fellow  suf- 
ferers upon  the  bo.v,  whose  number  they  swelled 
to  23,  and  abandoned  their  raft. 

Tne  twenty-three  then  proceeded  to  erect  a jury 
mast,  upon  which  a square  sail  was  hoisted;  the 
wind  continuing  to  blow  from  the  S.  E.  (in  which 
quarter  it  had  been  ever  since  the  wreck,)  they 
were  blown  towards  land,  which  became  visible 
about  4 o’clock  P.  M.  At  sunset  quite  a strip  of 
land  was  seen,  and  trees  discovered.  The  night 
was  passed  without  any  material  change,  and  on 
Sunday  morning,  upon  the  occasional  lifting  of  fog, 
land  was  quite  apparent  about  three  or  four  miles 
of,  which  they  continued  to  approach  until  they 
got  within  half  a mile.  The  wind,  which  had  been 
gradually  coming  round,  settled  down  to  N.  E. 
about  11  o’clock,  which  blew  the  wreck  along  the 
coast,  about  the  same  distance  from  land  during  the 
day.  Tne  wind  gradually  increased  in  violence, 
and  the  rain  poured  down  during  the  whole  of  Sun- 
day, until  5 o’clock,  when  it  became  calm,  and  the 
rain  c-ased.  On  that  night  the  wind  came  out  from 
the  N.  VV.  On  Monday  it  was  clear  and  calm.  At 
12  o’clock  that  day  the  wind  blew  a light  breeze 
from  the  S.  W.  About  4 o’clock  four  vessels  pass- 
ed within  three  miles,  stearing  east. 

On  Tuesday  morning  about  sunrise  the  schooner 
Henry  Cainerdon,  captain  Davis,  was  seen  about 
five  miles  of  in  an  easterly  direction.  She  con- 
tinued to  near  until  within  three  miles,  when  the 
exhausted  suferers  were  discovered;  she  then  im- 
mediately squared  sails  and  bore  down  to  the  wreck, 
wnich  she  spoke  about  half  past  eight  o’clock  A.  M. 
Sue  then  passed  by,  and  anchored  within  a short 
distance.  Captain  Davis  lowered  his  boats  imm°- 
diately,  and  succeeded  in  transferring  the  whole  of 
the  suderers  to  his  vessel,  where  every  proper  com- 
fort, at  his  command,  was  humanely  furnished  these 
unfortunate  beings.  Intelligence  was  given  by 
these  that  they  had  seen  another  portion  of  the 
wreck  during  the  whole  of  the  preceding  day,  and 
early  that  morning.  The  captain  immediately  bore 
down  in  the  direction  designated,  (easterly,)  and  in 
about  an  hour  came  up  to  it;  from  this  lie  had  the 
gratification  of  rescuing  Mrs.  Noah  Smith,  and  Miss 
Rebecca  Lamar,  Charles  Lamar,  two  gentlemen, 
and  two  negro  women,  in  an  exhausted  and  worn 
out  condition.  This  work  of  humanity  being  fi- 
ished,  captain  Davis  bore  away  immediately  for 
YVilmingion,  where  he  arrived  about  7 o’clock  on 
Tuesday  P.  M. 

To  attempt  to  describe  the  feelings  of  these  thirty 
persons  towards  their  preserver,  captain  Davis — 
the  sympathy  of  the  crowd  assembled  at  the  land- 
ing— nr  the  mingled  emotions  of  those  companions 
in  misery  who  had  been  separated,  and  here  met 
again  in  safety,  though  in  suiLring,  time  does  not 
allow,  nor  is  human  language  adequate.  We  can 
only  add  that  fifty-nine  souls  in  all  have  escaped  a 
watery  grave,  of  whom  48  have  already  arrived  in 
this  co  nmunity,  all  of  whom,  it  is  hoped  and  be- 
lieved, will  be  again  restored  to  their  anxious 
friends. 

P.  S.  Since  writing  the  above,  we  received  the 
following  additional  intelligence: 

Pnirteen  persons  saved,  among  them  Mr.  Lamar. 
They  reached  shore  near  New  River  Inlet.  Mr. 
Lamar  and  several  others  came  ashore  in  a boat; 
the  others  on  fragments  of  the  wreck.  Five  are 
said  to  be  near  town,  12  miles.  All  are  said  to  be 
likely  to  live.  Two  of  whom  have  just  arrived. 

Sa  nuel  Bryley,  Talbot  co.  Md  , and  Owen  Gal- 
lagher. 

From  the  Fayetteville  Observer. 

Seven  persons  died  on  one  of  the  pieces  of  the 
wreck  the  day  before  they  were  fallen  in  with; 
among  them,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Woart,  oT  the  episcopal 
church,  and  lady.  To  such  extremities  had  the 
sufferers  been  reduced,  that  the  day  of  their  deliver- 
ance ha-l  been  fixed  on  as  the  fatal  day  to  select  by 
lot  a victim  to  appease  the  cravings  of  hunger. 

From  the  Baltimore  Chonicle. 

The  inlens  - interest  taken  by  the  public  in  the 
recital  ot  the  details  of  this  most  heart-rending  dis- 
aster has  induced  us  to  seek,  from  all  the  sources 
within  our  reach,  all  paiticulars  that  we  can  rely 
upon  as  authentic.  The  annexed  narrative  is  de- 


rived from  information  which  we  procured,  in  per- 
son, from  J.  H.  Couper,  esq.,  of  Glynn  county, 
Georgia,  and  Major  James  P.  Heath,  of  this  city, 
two  of  the  survivors.  The  arrival  of  the  latter 
among.'t  us,  at  the  moment  when  the  whole  city  had 
given  him  up  as  lost,  excited  the  most  pleasurable 
sensation,  and  was  the  occasion  of  universal  joy. 

The  steam  packet  Pulaski,  Captain  Dubois,  sailed 
from  Savannah,  on  ‘Wednesday  the  13th  of  June, 
having  on  board  about  90  passengers.  She  arrived 
at  Charleston  the  same  afternoon,  and  sailed  the  next 
morning  with  65  additional  passengers.  In  the  after- 
noon the  wind  was  fresh  from  the  east  and  produced 
a heavy  sea.  which  retarded  her  progress,  and  re- 
quired a full  pressure  of  steam.  At  half  past  10, 
the  wind  continued  fresh  with  a clear  star-light,  and 
there  was  every  promise  of  a fine  night.  At  11 
o’clock,  the  starboard  boiler  exploded  with  tremen- 
dous violence,  blowing  off  the  promenade  deck 
above,  and  shattering  the  starboard  side  about  mid- 
ships— at  the  same  time  the  bulk-head  between  the 
boilers  and  forward  cabin  was  stove  in,  the  stairway 
to  it  blocked  up,  and  the  bar  room  swept  away-  The 
head  of  the  boiler  was  blown  out  and  the  top  rent 
fore  and  aft.  In  consequence  of  the  larboard  boiler 
and  works  being  comparatively  uninjured,  the  boat 
heeled  to  that  side,  and  the  starboard  side  was  kept 
out  of  the  water,  except  when  she  rolled,  when  the 
sea  rushed  in  at  the  breach.  The  boat  continued  to 
settle  rapidly,  and  in  about  40  minutes  the  water 
had  reached  the  promenade  deck  above  the  ladies’ 
cabin.  Previously  to  this  period,  the  ladies,  chil- 
dren, and  the  gentlemen  who  were  in  the  after  part 
of  the  boat  were  placed  on  the  promenade  deck. 
About  the  time  that  the  water  reached  that  point, 
the  boat  parted  in  two  with  a tremendous  crash,  and 
the  bow  and  stern  rose  somewhat  out  of  the  water; 
but  the  latter  again  continued  to  sink  until  the  water 
reached  the  promenade  deck,  when  it  separated  in 
three  parts,  upset,  and  precipitated  all  on  it  into  the 
water.  Many  then  regained  the  detached  portions. 
The  gentlemen  who  occupied  the  forward  cabin, 
took  refuge  on  the  extreme  point  of  the  bow,  when 
the  boat  broke  in  two,  and  clung  to  it  and  the  fore- 
mast; others  had  placed  themselves  on  settees,  and 
the  fragments  of  the  wreck. 

There  were  four  boats  belonging  to  the  boat;  two 
being  swung  to  the  sides,  and  two  placed  on  the  top 
of  the  promenade  deck.  The  side  boats  were  both 
lowered  down,  within  five  minutes  of  the  explosion. 
In  that  on  the  starboard  side  the  first  mate.  Mr.  Hib- 
bert, Mr.  Swift  and  one  other  person  had  placed 
themselves: — in  that  on  the  larboard  side  were  Mr. 
J.  H.  Couper  with  Mrs.  Nightingale  and  child,  and 
Mrs.  F raser  and  her  son,  who  were  under  his  charge. 
Captain  R.  W.  Pooler  and  son,  and  Mr.  Wm.  Ro- 
bertson, all  of  Georgia,  Barney  and  Solomon  be- 
longing to  the  crew,  and  two  colored  women.  By 
direction  of  the  mate  two  of  the  crew  launched  one 
of  the  deck  boats  and  got  into  her;  but  as,  from 
her  long  exposure  to  the  sun,  her  spams  were  all 
open,  she  immediately  filled,  and  Mr.  Hibbert  re- 
moved the  men  to  his  boat.  The  boats  met,  when 
those  in  the  second  proposed  to  Mr.  Hibbert  to  strike 
for  the  land,  as  it  had  on  hoard  as  many  as  it  could 
with  any  safety  carry;  this  he  declined  to  do,  as  he 
said  he  was  determined  to  slay  by  the  wreck  until 
daylight,  and  had  yet  room  for  more  persons.  Both 
boats  then  continued  to  row  about  the  wreck  until 
the  mate’s  boat  had  picked  up  as  many  as  she  could 
carry,  when  Mr.  Hibbert  yielded  to  the  propriety  of 
consulting  the  safety  of  those  in  the  boats,  by  going 
to  the  land,  as  their  further  stay  would  endanger 
them,  without  affording  any  aid  to  their  suffering 
friends,  and  they  left  the  wreck  at  3 P.  M.  The 
boats  took  a N.  W.  course,  being  favoured  by  a heavy 
sea  and  strong  breeze  from  S.  E. 

At  12  o’clock  they  made  the  land,  and  at  3 P.  M. 
were  near  the  beach.  Mr.  Hibbert  then  waited 
until  the  second  boat  got  up;  and  informed  them  that 
those  who  were  in  the  boat  refused  to  row  any  far- 
ther and  insisted  on  landing; — Mr.  Couper  united 
with  him  in  protesting  against  this  measure,  as,  from 
the  heavy  breakers  which  were  dashing  on  the 
beach,  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach,  it  was  obvi- 
ously one  of  great  peril.  Being  overruled,  they 
submitted  to  make  the  attempt.  The  mare,  who 
had  previously  taken  the  two  colored  women  from 
the  second  boat,  then  proposed  to  lead  the  way,  and 
requested  Mr.  Couper  to  lie  off,  until  he  had  effect- 
ed a landing  and  was  prepared  to  aid  the  ladies  and 
children.  The  first  boat  then  entered  the  surf,  and 
disappeared  for  several  minutes  from  those  in  the 
other  boat,  having  been  instantly  filled  with  water. 
Six  of  the  persons  in  her,  viz:  Mr.  Hibbert,  Mr. 
Swift,  Mr.  Tappan,  Mr.  Lenchtenberg,  and  West 
and  Brown  of  the  crew  landed  in  safety.  An  old 
gentleman,  supposed  to  be  Judge  Rochester,  for- 
merly of  Buffalo,  N.  Y , but  recently  of  Pensacola. 
Mr.  Bird  of  Georgia,  the  two  colored  women  and  a 
boat  hand,  whose  name  is  unknown,  were  drown- 


ed. The  other  boat  continued  to  keep  off  until 
about  sunset,  w hen,  finding  the  night  approaching 
and  there  being  no  appearance  ofaid  or  change  in  the 
wind,  which  was  blowing  freshly  in  to  the  land,  and 
the  persons  in  the  boat  having  previously  refused 
to  attempt  to  r»w  any  further,  Mr.  Couper  reluctant- 
ly consented  to  attempt  the  landing. 

Before  making  the  attempt,  it  was  thought  neces- 
sary, to  prevent  the  infant  of  Mrs.  Nightingale, 
which  was  only  seven  months  old,  from  being  lost, 
to  lash  it  to  her  person,  which  was  done.  Just  as 
the  sun  was  setting,  the  bow  of  the  boat  was  turn- 
ed :o  the  shore,  and,  Mr.  Couper  sculling,  and  two 
men  at  the  oars,  she  was  pulled  into  the  breakers — 
she  rose  without  difficulty  upon  the  first  breaker, 
hut  the  second,  coming  out  with  great  violence, 
struck  the  oar  from  the  hand  of  one  of  the  rowers. 
The  boat  was  thus  thrown  into  the  trough  of  the 
sea,  and  the  succeeding  breaker  struck  her  broad- 
side, and  turned  her  bottom  upwards.  Upon  re- 
gaining the  surface,  Mr.  Couper  laid  hold  of  the 
boat,  and  soon  discovered  that  the  rest  of  the  part}', 
with  the  exception  of  Mrs.  Nightingale,  were  mak- 
ing for  the  shore; — of  her,  for  a few  moments,  he 
saw  nothing,  but,  presently,  feeling  something  like 
the  dress  of  a female  touching  his  foot,  he  again 
dived  down  and  was  fortunate  enough  to  grasp  her 
by  the  hair.  The  surf  continued  to  break  over  them, 
with  great  violence,  but,  after  a struggle,  in  which 
their  strength  spent  its  last  efforts,  they  reached  the 
shore,  utterly  worn  out  with  fatigue,  watching,  hun- 
ger, thirst,  and  the  most  intense  and  overwhelming 
excitement.  Besides  this,  the  ladies  and  children 
were  suffering  severely  from  the  cold.  The  party 
proceeded  a short  distance  from  the  shore,  where 
the  ladies  laid  down  upon  the  side  of  a sand  hill, 
and  their  protectors  covered  them  and  their  children 
with  sand,  to  prevent  them  from  perishing.  Mean- 
time some  of  the  party  went  in  quest  of  aid,  and 
about  10  o’clock,  the  whole  of  them  found  a kind 
and  hospitable  reception,  shelter,  food,  and  cloth- 
ing, under  the  roof  of  Mr.  Singlee  Redd,  of  Onslow 
county. 

Mrs.  Nightengale  is  the  daughter  of  John  A. 
King,  e3q.  of  New  York,  and  a grand  daughter  of 
the  late  distinguished  Rufus  King.  During  the 
whole  of  the  perils  through  which  they  passed,  she 
and  Mrs.  Frazer  displayed  the  highest  qualities  of 
fortitude  and  heroism.  They  owe  the  preservation 
of  their  own  and  their  children’s  lives,  under  Provi- 
dence, to  the  coolness,  intrepidity  ami  firmness  of 
Mr.  Couper  and  his  assistants,  and  to  the  steadiness 
which  they  seconded  the  wise  and  humane  efforts 
of  that  gentleman  in  their  behalf. 

On  Monday  they  reached  Wilmington,  where 
they  found  a deep  spinpatliy  fortheir  misfortune  per- 
vading the  whole  city,  and  generous  emulation 
among  its  inhabitants  to  render  them  every  possible 
assistance. 

The  forward  part  of  the  boat,  after  her  separa- 
tion, continued  to  float.  On  it  wmre  maj.  Heath 
and  twenty-one  others.  We  have  had  a long  con- 
versation with  major  Heath,  in  which  he  related 
with  great  minuteness  every  thing  attending  the 
preservation  of  the  persons  who  were  on  the  wreck 
with  him.  It  is  impossible  to  convey  in  words  any 
thing  more  than  a faint  idea  of  the  suffering  they 
underwent,  or  of  the  many  harrowdng  and  distress- 
ing circumstances  which  occurred  during  the  four 
days  they  were  on  the  wreck. 

But  a short  time  previous  to  the  explosion  it  was 
remarked  by  one  of  the  passengers  to  major  Heath 
that  the  guage  showed  thirty  inches  of  steam.  On 
the  attention  of  the  engineer  being  called  to  this 
fact,  he  replied  that  it  would  bear  w ith  safety  forty 
inches.  Major  Heath  had  just  retired  to  the  after 
cabin.  A number  of  passengers  were  lying  on  the 
settees,  and  when  the  boiler  burst,  the  steam  rushed 
into  the  cabin,  and,  it  is  thought,  instantly  killed 
them,  as  they  turned  over,  fell  on  the  floor,  and  never 
were  seen  by  the  major  to  move  afterwards.  He 
had,  on  hearing  the  noise  of  the  explosion,  got  out 
of  his  birth  and  ran  to  the  steps,  the  steam  meeting 
him  in  the  cabin.  He  got  under  the  steps,  as  did 
also  Mr.  Lovejoy  of  Geo.,  and  they  were  thus  shield- 
ed from  its  effects. 

In  a few  moments  he  went  on  deck,  and  found  all 
dark.  He  called  for  the  captain,  and,  receiving  no 
answer,  made  for  the  mast,  as  he  felt  that  the  boat 
was  sinking.  Before  he  could  secure  himself  the 
sea  burst  over  him,  and  carried  him  away.  For- 
tunately, however,  a rope  had  caught  round  his  leg, 
and  with  this  he  pulled  himself  back.  The  mast, 
a3  soon  as  he  had  been  washed  from  it,  fell,  and 
crushed  one  of  the  passengers.  Mr.  Anze.a  French 
gentleman,  of  Augusta.  The  boat  now  broke  in 
two,  and  the  deck,  forward  of  the  mast,  was  carried 
away  from  the  rest  of  the  vessel,  seemingly,  very 
swiftly.  Nothing  more  was  seen  after  this,  bv  ma- 
jor Heath  of  the  yawl  or  the  after  part  of  the  boat, 
but,  in  about  half  an  hour,  he  heard  a wild  shrill 
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scream,  and  then  all  was  quiet!  This  must  have 
been  when  the  promenade  deck  turned  over,  with 
at  least  one  hundred  human  beings  upon  it! 

When  daylight  broke,  he  found  that  there  were 
twenty-two  on  the  wreck  with  him — among  them 
Captain  Pearson,  who  had  been  blown  out  into  the 
sea,  but  who  had  caught  a plank,  and  succeeded  in 
reaching  them  during  the  night. 

The  danger  of  their  situation  was  at  once  fully 
realized: — The  heavy  mast  lay  across  the  deck  on 
which  they  rested,  and  kept  it  about  twelve  inches 
under  water,  and  the  planks  were  evidently  fast 
parting!  Captain  Pearson,  with  the  rest,  set  him- 
self to  work  to  lash  the  wreck  together  by  the  aid 
of  the  ropes  on  the  mast — letting  the  ropes  sink  on 
one  side  of  the  raft,  which,  passing  under,  came  up 
on  the  other  side,  and  by  repeating  this  operation 
they  formed  a kind  of  net  work  over  it.  They  also 
succeeded  in  lashing  two  large  boxes  to  their  raft, 
which  formed  seats. 

Friday  passed  away  without  any  vessel  coming 
in  sight.  Their  thirst  now  became  intense.  The 
heat  of  the  sun  was  very  oppressive,  its  rays  pour- 
ing down  on  their  bare  heads  and  blistering  their 
faces  and  backs,  some  not  having  even  a shirt  on, 
and  none  more  than  a shirt  and  pantaloons. 

The  suffering  of  the  younger  portion  of  their  com- 
pany, at  this  time,  became  very  great.  Major 
Twiggs,  of  the  U.  S.  A.  had  saved  his  child,  a boy 
about  twelve  years  of  age.  He  kept  him  in  his 
arms  nearly  all  the  time — and  when  he  would  call 
on  his  mother  who  was  safe  at  home,  and  beg  for 
water,  his  father  would  seek  in  vain  to  comfort  him 
by  words  of  kindness,  and  clasping  him  closer  to 
his  heart. 

On  Saturday  they  fell  in  with  another  portion  of 
the  wreck,  on  which  were  Chicken  and  three  others, 
whom  they  took  on  their  raft.  Towards  the  close 
of  evening  they  had  approached  within  half  mile 
of  shore,  as  they  thought, and  many  were  very  anx- 
ious to  make  an  effort  to  land.  This  was  objected 
to  by  major  Heath,  as  the  breakers  ran  very  high, 
and  would  have  dashed  the  raft  to  pieces  on  the 
shore.  Mr.  Greenwood,  from  Georgia,  told  the 
major  that  he  was  one  of  the  best  swimmers  in  the 
country,  and  that  he  would  tie  a rope  around  him 
and  swim  to  the  shore.  “No!  No!  ’ replied  the 
major,  “you  shall  not  risk  your  life  for  me,  under 
these  circumstances,  and  in  such  an  attempt  you 
would  lose  your  life.  No!  I am  the  oldest  man  in 
danger,  and  will  not  increase  the  risks  of  others.” 
All  hope  of  landing  then  was  shortly  afterwards 
given  up,  as  a slight  breeze  from  the  shore  was  now 
carrying  them  out  into  the  sea.  Despair  now  seem- 
ed to  seize  on  some  of  them,  and  one  suggested  that 
if  relief  did  not  soon  reach  them,  it  would  be  neces- 
sary to  cast  lots!  The  firmness  and  descision  of 
major  Heath  soon  put  this  horrid  idea  to  flight. 
“We  are  Christians,”  he  told  them,  “and  we  cannot 
innocently  imbrue  our  hands  in  the  blood  of  a fel- 
low creature.  A horrible  catastrophe  has  deprived 
hundreds  of  their  lives,  brought  sorrow  to  many  a 
hearth,  and  thrown  us  upon  the  mercy  of  the  winds 
and  waves.  We  have  still  life  left,  let  us  not  give 
up  all  manliness  and  sink  to  the  brute.  We  have 
all  our  thoughts  about  us,  and  should  face  death, 
which  must,  sooner  or  later,  overtake  us,  with  the 
spirit  that  becomes  us  as  Christian  men.  When  that 
hour  arrives  I will  lay  down  my  life  without  a mur- 
mur, and  I will  risk  it  now  for  the  safety  of  any  one 
of  you,  but  I will  never  stand  by  and  see  another’s 
sacrificed  that  we  may  drink  his  blood  and  eat  his 
flesh!”  With  such  words  as  these  did  he  quiet 
them,  and  reconcile  them  to  await  the  issue.  The 
day  wore  away  again,  without  the  sight  of  a vessel 
to  cheer  their  drooping  spirits. 

On  Sunday  morning  it  commenced  raining,  with 
a stiff  breeze  from  the  northeast,  which  soon  in- 
creased to  a severe  gale.  Every  effort  was  made 
to  catch  some  of  the  falling  rain  in  the  piece  of 
canvass  which  they  had  taken  from  the  mast,  but 
the  sea  ran  so  high  that  the  little  they  did  catch 
was  nearly  as  salt  as  the  water  of  the  ocean.  Still 
the  rain  cooled  them,  and,  in  their  situation,  was 
refreshing  and  grateful. 

On  Monday  morning  they  saw  four  vessels. 
They  raised  on  a pole  a piece  of  the  flag  that  was 
attached  to  the  mast,  and  waved  it,  but  in  vain. 
The  vessels  were  too  far  off,  and  hope  was  nearly 
lost,  as  they  watched  them,  one  after  another,  pass 
from  their  sight.  They  had  now  been  without 
food  or  water  for  four  days  and  nights;  their 
tongues  were  dry  in  their  mouths — their  flesh  burnt 
and°blistercd  by  the  sun,  and  their  brains  fevered, 
and  many  of  them  began  to  exhibit  the  peculiar 
madness  attendant  on  starvation.  They  could  not 
sleep  either,  as  the  raf't  was  almost  always  under 
water,  and  it  required  continual  watchfulness  to 
keep  themselves  from  being  washed  over  by  the 
pea.  Major  Heath  tells  us  that  never  for  one  mo- 
ment did  he  lose  his  consciousness,  and  we  hear 


from  others,  that  his  cheerful  spirit  and  encour- 1 
aging  conversation  kept  alive  the  hope  of  safety  in 
the  breast  of  others,  and  banished  despair  from  their 
minds. 

On  Tuesday  morning,  a vessel  hove  in  sight,  and 
her  track  seemed  to  lie  much  nearer  them,  than 
those  they  had  seen  the  day  before.  They  again 
waved  their  flag  and  raised  their  feeble  voices. 
Still  the  vessel  kept  on  her  track,  which  now  ap- 
peared to  carry  her  away  from  them.  “ She  is 
gone,”  said  one  of  the  crew,  a poor  fellow  who 
had  been  dreadfully  scalded,  and  he  laid  himself 
down  on  one  of  the  boxes,  as  he  said,  “to  die” — 
Capt.  Pearson,  who  had  been  closely  watching  the 
vessel,  cried  out  “she  sees  us!  she  is  coming  to- 
wards us!”  And  so  it  was.  All  sails  set,  and  full 
before  the  wind,  the  vessel  made  for  them.  The 
schooner  proved  to  be  the  Henry  Camerdon,  bound 
from  Philadelphia  to  Wilmington,  N.  C.  As  soon 
as  the  captain  came  within  speaking  distance,  he 
took  his  trumpet  and  cried  out,  “Be  of  good  cheer, 
I will  save  you!”  It  was  the  first  strange  voice 
that  had  reached  their  ears  for  five  days,  which 
were  to  them  as  an  age. 

When  the  schooner  came  along  side,  they  all 
rushed  frantically  on  deck,  and  it  was  with  some 
difficulty  that  the  captain  could  keep  them  from 
the  water  casks.  He  immediately  gave  each  of 
them  a half  pint  of  water,  sweetened  with  molasses, 
and  repeated  it  at  short  intervals.  His  prudence, 
doubtless,  preserved  their  lives. 

During  the  morning  major  Heath  and  his  com- 
pany had  seen  another  portion  of  the  wreck,  with 
several  persons  on  it,  and  as  soon  as  the  captain  of 
the  Henry  Camerdon  was  told  of  it,  he  sailed  in  the 
direction  it  had  been  seen  and  shortly  afterwards 
came  in  sight.  On  this  wreck  which  was  a part  of 
the  promenade  deck,  were  Miss  Rebecca  Lamar, 
Mrs.  Noah  Smith,  of  Augusta,  master  Charles 
Lamar,  of  Savannah,  and  Mr.  Robert  Hutchinson, 
also  of  Savannah.  The  two  ladies  were  much  ex- 
hausted, and  master  Lamar  was  almost  dead.  Every 
comfort  that  the  schooner  was  possessed  of  was 
freely  bestowed  by  the  captain,  and  major  Heath, 
on  behalf  of  those  who  were  saved  with  him,  has 
asked  us  to  return,  thus  publicly,  to  him  the  thanks, 
the  deep  and  heartfelt  thanks  of  the  beings  whom 
he  rescued  from  a condition  of  such  misery  and 
peril,  that  the  heart  sickens  at  the  contemplation  of 
it.  Mr.  Hutchinson  had  lost  in  this  disaster  his  wife 
and  child.  His  wife  was  the  daughterof  Mr.  Elliott, 
formerly  in  the  United  States  senate  from  Georgia. 

When  the  promenade  deck  separated  from  the 
hull,  many  persons  took  refuge  on  this  portion  of 
it.  Among  them  was  Mr.  G.  B.  Lamar,  of  Savan- 
nah, and  two  children,  the  rev.  Mr.  Woart  and  lady 
of  Florida,  and  a child  of  Mr.  Hutchinson,  and  the 
2d  mate  of  the  Pulaski.  On  Saturday  morning, 
finding  that  there  was  no  other  hope  of  safety,  the 
mate  proposed  to  take  the  boat  which  they  had  se- 
cured, being  the  2d  deck  boat — and  with  five  of  the 
most  able  of  those  on  the  raft  to  endeavor  to  reach 
the  shore,  and  to  send  out  some  vessel  to  cruize  for 
them.  This  being  assented  to,  the  mate,  with  Mr. 
Lamar  and  four  others,  took  their  departure,  and 
on  Wednesday  morning  they  reached  New  River 
Inlet  in  safety.  The  passengers  remaining  on  the 
raft,  with  the  exception  of  the  four  mentioned  as 
taken  off  by  the  John  Camerdon,  died  from  ex- 
haustion,— among  them  was  the  rev.  Mr.  Woart 
and  lady,  whose  Christian  resignation  to  their  fate 
excited  the  admiration  of  all  around  them.  They 
expired  within  a few  minutes  of  each  other.  Seven 
persons  wrere  reported  to  have  died  on  Monday. — 
The  body  of  Mr.  Parkman  of  Savannah  floated  to 
the  raft,  and  was  recognised  by  his  Inends. 

It  was  ascertained  at  Wilmington  on  Wednesday 
morning  that  eight  other  persons  from  the  wreck 
had  reached  New  River  Inlet,  but  their  names, 
with  two  exceptions,  are  unknown. 

The  passengers  who  escaped  wrere  almost  with- 
out exception  in  the  clothes  in  which  they  were 
sleeping,  and  suffered  very  severely  from  the  blis- 
tering effects  of  the  sun,  and  the  chilly  wind  of  the 
night.  They  were  entirely  destitute  of  water  or 
food  of  any  kind.  Those  who  were  last  saved  were 
most  of  them  in  a dreadful  state  of  ulceration  and 
debility. 

Thp  passengers  were  every  where  received  with 
the  most  unbounded  sympathy  and  kindness;  and 
the  Wilmington  and  Raleigh  rail  road  company,  the 
Portsmouth  and  Roanake  rail  road  company,  and 
Baltimore  and  Norfolk  steam  packet  company,  ten- 
dered  to  them  in  a most  liberal  manner  a convey- 
ance in  their  cars  and  boats  to  the  various  points  of 
their  destination. 

The  cause  of  the  disaster  was  obviously  the  neg- 
lect of  the  second  engineer  in  permitting  the  water 
to  boil  off,  or  to  blow  off  in  the  starboard  boiler, 
and  then  letting  in  a full  supply  of  water  in  the 
heated  copper.  One  of  the  hands  saved  had,  a few 


moments  before  the  explosion,  examined  the  steam 
gauge  and  found  it  fluctuating  rapidly  from  26  to 
29  inches.  Another  had  just  left  the  engine  room 
when  he  heard  the  shrill  whistling  sound  of  high 
pressure  steam  as  the  engineer  tried  the  water 
cock;  in  a few  seconds  the  explosion  took  place. 
Capt.  Dubois  was  seen  asleep  in  the  wheel  nouse 
ten  minutes  before  the  explosion.  Capt.  Pearson, 
the  second  captain,  was  blown  out  of  his  birth  into 
the  sea,  and  was  also  Chicken  the  first  engineer. 
They  both  regained  the  bow  of  the  boat. 

The  following  is  a recapitulation  of  the  number 


saved  at  different  times: 

In  the  tw’o  boats,  16 

On  the  two  rafts  30 

In  the  boat  with  Mr.  G.  B.  Lamar,  5 
On  other  fragments,  8 
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TWENTY-FIFTH  CONGRESS. 

SECOND  SESSION SENATE. 

June  22.  Mr.  Norvell  rose  and  said  that,  in  con- 
sequence of  remarks  made  in  the  senate,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  moneys  collected  for  a monument  pro- 
posed to  be  erected  to  the  memory  of  Washington 
in  this  District,  he  had  been  requested  to  present  a 
memorial  on  the  subject  from  the  managers  of  the 
Washington  monument  association.  The  memo- 
rial was  designed  to  correct  the  errors  into  which 
one  or  two  of  the  senators  had  fallen  in  regard  to 
it.  It  was  accompanied  by  a statement  of  the  re- 
ceipts, expenses,  and  investments  of  the  moneys, 
with  a list  of  the  names  of  the  managers  and  offi- 
cers. He  desired  the  papers  to  be  read  and  printed. 

Mr.  Morris  made,  and  subsequently  withdrew,  a 
motion  to  return  the  memorial  to  those  who  sent  it. 
The  memorial  was  partly  lead,  when  Mr.  King  in- 
terposed, and  objected  to  the  further  reading,  as  the 
language  of  the  memorial,  he  thought  was  not  suffi- 
ciently respectful.  Mr.  Preston  said  a few  words, 
understood  to  be  rather  in  favor  of  going  through 
with  the  reading.  Mr.  King  moved  to  lay  the  me- 
morial on  the  table,  but  withdrew  the  motion  at 
the  request  of 

Mr.  Norvell , who  said  he  hoped  that  his  friend 
from  Alabama  would,  for  a moment*  withdraw  his 
motion  to  lay  the  memorial  on  the  table.  This 
paper  proceeded  from  as  respectable  a body  of 
gentlemen  as  any  in  the  country;  and  he  did  think 
that,  as  they  considered  themselves  to  have  been 
injuriously  assailed  on  this  floor,  they  should  have 
an  opportunity  to  be  heard.  It  was  true  that  they 
had  used  strong  language;  but  this,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, was  natural.  Let  the  memorial  be 
read,  and  then  the  senate  might  take  what  course 
they  thought  proper,  as  regarded  the  further  dispo- 
sition of  it.  By  the  statement  of  moneys  collected, 
it  appeared  that  the  society  had  received  only  be- 
tween 27,000  and  28,000  dollars,  of  which  they  had 
invested  upwards  of  $>27,000,  principally,  hebeliev- 
ed,  in  Pennsylvania  state  stocks.  Between  four 
and  five  hundred  remained  uninvested.  Except 
what  had  been  allowed  to  collectors  in  the  differ- 
ent states,  as  commissions  for  money  obtained  from 
subscribers  by  them,  very  little  had  been  expended, 
as  the  statement  would  show.  He  was  authorized 
to  say,  too,  that  the  books,  with  the  names  of  all 
the  contributors  to  the  monument,  are  in  the  hands 
of  the  treasurer  of  the  association,  open  to  the  in- 
spection of  all.  These  were  facts  which,  injus- 
tice to  these  respectable  citizens,  ought  to  be 
known  to  the  senate  and  to  the  public,  after  what 
had  passed  here  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Sevier  was  understood  to  say  that  the  society 
had  a sufficient  opportunity  to  defend  themselves 
in  the  newpapers.  He  therefore  moved  to  lay  the 
memorial  on  the  table. 

A number  of  bills  were  reported. 

Mr.  Grundy,  from  the  committee  on  the  judicia- 
ry reported  the  bill  referred  to  them,  changing  the 
time  of  holding  the  United  States  circuit  court  for 
the  district  of  Tennessee;  which  bill  was,  by  con- 
sent, considered,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

Mr.  Ruggles,  from  the  committee  on  patents,  re- 
ported the  bill  referred  to  them,  providing  for  the 
trial  of  inventions  to  prevent  explosions  of  sfeam- 
boileps,  with  the  amendment  of  the  house  thereto, 
allowing  the  examiners  $8perday,  instead  of  $300 
in  all. 

The  senate,  on  recommendation  of  the  commit- 
tee, disagreed  to  this  amendment  of  the  house,  and 
the  bill  was  sent  back  to  the  house  as  it  orginally 
passed  the  senate. 

The  senate  took  up  and  agreed  to  the  resolution 
fixing,  after  this  week,  the  daily  assembling  of  the 
senate  at  11  o’clock  A.  M.  instead  of  12  M. 

The  senate  took  under  consideration  the  amend- 
ments of  the  house  to  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  certain  roads  in  Wisconsin. 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— JUNE  30,  1838-CONGRESS. 


281 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Tipton  accompanied  by  a few 
explanatory  remarks,  the  senate  disagreed  to  the 
amendments  of  the  house,  and  the  bill  was  sent 
back  as  it  originally  passed  the  senate. 

A number  of  private  private  bills  were  consider- 
ed and  ordered  to  a third  reading,  among  which  was 
one  for  the  relief  of  Jamts  Waller.  It  caused  a 
long  discussion  on  the  point  whether  the  United 
States  would  pay  for  the  improvements  made  on 
land  sold  a second  time  by  the  United  States.  The 
senate  decided  to  refund  the  money  with  interest, 
but  not  to  pay  for  the  improvements,  which  of 
course,  must  be  lost,  if  not  paid  for  by  the  first  pur- 
chaser of  the  land. 

The  following  bills  were  also  considered,  and  or- 
dered to  a third  reading: 

The  house  bill  confirming  the  act  of  the  legisla- 
lative  council  of  Florida,  chartering  the  Florida 
rail-road  and  steam  navigation  company. 

The  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  Alabama,  Florida, 
and  Georgia  rail-road  company. 

The  bill  to  authorise  the  payment  of  invalid  pen- 
sioners in  certain  cases. 

The  bill  to  transfer  to  the  citizens  of  Concordia, 
La.,  the  interest  of  the  United  States  in  a certain 
tract  of  land. 

The  senate  then  adjourned  till  1 1 o’clock  on  Mon- 
day. 

June  25.  The  Vice  President  presented  a commu- 
nication from  the  secretary  of  war,  with  a report 
from  the  commissioner  on  Indian  affairs,  in  pursu- 
ance of  a senate  resolution  of  the  13th  instant,  con- 
taining information  as  to  the  steps  which  have  been 
taken'by  the  executive  for  exchanging  land  south- 
west of  the  river  Missouri  for  land  owned  by  the 
Pottawatomie  and  other  Indians.  Laid  on  the  ta- 
ble, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  from  the  treasury  department,  in  pursuance 
of  a senate  resolution,  detailed  statements,  in  part, 
of  the  accounts  of  such  collectors,  receivers, 
and  disbursers  of  the  public  money  as  have  been 
reported  defaulters  to  congress  at  its  present  ses- 
sion, of  the  amounts  of  the  deficits  respectively,  of 
the  credits  claimed  by  such  alleged  defaulters,  with 
suitable  explanation  why  those  credits  were  not  al- 
lowed, &c.;  the  remainder  of  the  statements  to  be 
made  out  and  sent  to  the  senate  as  soon  as  practica- 
ble. Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed, 
with  2,000  extra  copies,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Young, 
and  after  some  conversation  by  Mr.  Y.  and  Mr. 
Morris. 

After  the  presentation  of  a number  of  petitions, 
several  reports  were  received;  among  them  was 
one  from  the  committee  on  commerce,  presented  by 
Mr.  Nicholas,  authorising  vessels  bound  to  the  pol  ls 
of  Mexico,  and  excluded  from  them  by  blockade, 
to  enter  and  secure  their  cargoes  in  the  ports  of 
the  United  States.  Read,  and  ordered  to  a second 
reading. 

Mr.  Clay  rose  for  the  purpose  of  calling  the  at- 
tention of  the  senate  to  a resolution  offered  by  Mr. 
Hubbard  and  agreed  to  by  the  senate  some  days 
ago,  requiring  that  the  original  papers  on  private 
claims  should  not  be  withdrawn  from  the  files  of  the 
senate,  but  allowing  copies  of  them  to  be  procured 
by  the  claimants  on  paying-such  compensation  as 
is  allowed  for  similiar  services  in  the  state  depart- 
ment of  the  government.  Mr.  C.  argued  that  the 
portion  of  the  resolution  authorising  pay  for  copies 
of  the  papers  was  unconstitutional,  inasmuch  as  it 
was  in  the  nature  of  a tax,  which  the  senate  had 
not  the  constitutional  power  to  originate,  and  much 
less  to  lay,  without  the  concurrence  of  the  other 
house.  Mr.  C.  therefore  moved  to  rescind  that 
portion  of  the  resolution,  including  also  that  part 
which  allowed  copies  to  be  obtained  by  the  claim- 
ants. 

After  some  conversation  by  Messrs.  Hubbard, 
Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Davis,  King,  Sevier,  and  Bay- 
ard, the  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  as 
above,  was  carried  in  the  affirmative:  Yeas  20,  Nays 

19. 

Mr.  Sevier  now  moved  to  rescind  the  whole  re- 
solution, thus  leaving  the  subject  of  withdrawing 
papers  on  private  claims  wholly  in  the  discretion  of 
the  senate,  as  it  was  before  the  adoption  of  the  re- 
solution. 

After  some  further  conversation  by  Messrs. 
Hubbard,  Morris,  Norvell,  Merrick,  Bayard,  and 
Knight,  this  motion  was  negatived  as  follows: 
YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Crit- 
tenden, Merrick,  Norvell,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Se- 
vier, Southard,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Young — 12. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Buchanan,  Calhoun, 
Clay,  of  Alabama,  Clayton,  Davis,  Fulton,  Grundy, 
Hubbard,  King,  Knight,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Lyon, 
Mouton,  Pierce,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Roane,  Robbins, 
Smith,  of  Indiana,  Spence,  Wall,  Webster,  Wil- 
liams, Wright — 26. 

So  the  resolution  remains  in  force,  as  modified 
by  Mr.  Clay’s  motion,  simply  requiring  that  the 


original  papers  on  private  claims  should  remain  in 
jiossession  of  the  senate. 

Mr.  Bayard,  from  the  committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  reported  the  bill  referred  to  them, 
providing  for  certain  lunatics  within  the  District  of 
Columbia,  with  an  amendment,  which  was  read, 
extending  the  benefits  of  the  bill  to  the  case  of  lu- 
natics resident  within  the  District. 

The  resolution  of  the  other  house,  fixing  on  the 
9th  of  July  next  as  the  day  for  terminating  the  pre- 
sent session  of  congress,  was  received  from  the 
house,  and  taken  up. 

Mr.  Buchanan  having,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
Wright  and  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  waived  his  de- 
sire for  immediate  action  of  the  resolution  on  ac- 
count of  the  absence  of  some  senators,  said  he  had 
no  wish  to  take  advantage  of  absent  senators,  but 
he  was  anxious  that  the  question  of  adjournment 
should  be  decided  as  soon  as  possible.  The  other 
house  had  decided  that  they  could  adjourn  on  the 
9th  of  July.  Congress  had  now  been  in  session 
nearly  seven  months,  and  Mr.  B.  was  against  per- 
petual parliaments.  The  house  had  now  fixed  on 
a day  of  adjournment,  and  on  that  very  day  when 
the  senate  should  also  fix  on  a day,  the  house  would 
immediately  go  to  business  in  earnest;  but  till  that 
time  neither  they  nor  the  senate  would  go  seriously 
to  work.  But  Mr.  B.  was  willing  the  resolution 
should  lie  one  day,  giving  notice  that  he  should  call 
it  up  to-morrow  at  the  earliest  hour,  and  with  that 
understanding  the  resolution  was  allowed  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Ruggles  from  the  committee  on  patents,  wras 
understood  to  make  a report  unfavorable  to  the  pas- 
sage of  the  international  copyright  bill;  which  re- 
port was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

A number  of  private  bills,  heretofore  entitled  to  a 
third  reading,  were  passed,  and  several  other  bills 
considered  and  ordered  to  a third  reading;  among 
them  were  the  following: 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  patents  to  the 
last  bona  jida  transferree  of  reservations  under  the 
Creek  treaty  or  March,  1832.  [Amended  and  dis- 
cussed by  Messrs.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Young  and 
While.] 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  inhabitants  of  township 
8 N.  range  32  W.  Arkansas,  to  enter  land  in  lieu  of 
the  16th  section. 

The  bill  to  confirm  claims  to  lands  in  the  district 
between  the  Rio  Hondo  and  Sabine  rivers. 

The  bill  to  grant  to  the  Cherokee  country,  Ala., 
the  tract  of  land  on  which  the  seat  of  justice  for 
said  country  is  located. 

The  bill  to  confirm  certain  land  claims  in  the 
Washington  district,  in  Louisiana. 

The  senate, after  an  executive  session,  adjourned. 

June  26.  Mr.  Webster  gave  notice  that  he  should, 
to-morrow,  move  to  take  up  the  bill  introduced  by 
him,  in  regard  to  the  use  of  banks  as  depositories  of 
the  public  money  and  the  reception  of  notes  of  hanks 
issuing  notes  of  a denomination  less  than  five  dol- 
lars. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Buchanan,  the  senate  took  up 
the  resolution  of  the  other  house,  fixing  on  the  9th 
of  July  next  to  terminate  the  present  session  of 
congress. 

Mr.  Benton  objected  to  any  action  on  this  subject 
at  this  time.  He  noticed  several  important  bills 
that  were  yet  to  be  acted  on,  and  especially  the  ar- 
my bill,  the  fate  of  which  he  was  unwilling  to  risk 
by  binding  congress  to  adjourn  on  a certain  day. 
Mr.  B.  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table 
and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  or- 
dered. 

. Mr.  Grundy  said  he  wras  among  the  foremost  of 
those  who  objected  to  the  senate’s  fixing  on  a day 
of  adjournment,  which  he  viewed  as  an  improper 
measure  for  the  reason  that,  though  they  knew 
very  well  that  they  could  despatch  their  own  busi- 
ness in  the  time  proposed,  the)''  could  not  tell  what 
time  the  house  would  require.  But  now  that  the 
house  had  determined  in  what  time  they  could  per- 
form their  duty  to  the  public,  and  had  all  their  im- 
portant measures  already  before  them,  and  they,  on 
deliberation,  had  said  that  they  could  act  on  every 
thing  which  the  public  interest  required  by  the  day 
on  which  they  had  fixed,  Mr.  G.  did  not  know  by 
what  rule  the  senate  could  say  that  in  this  the 
house  had  decided  improperly,  and  Mr.  G.  would 
therefore  vote  for  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  he  was  glad  that  the  senator 
from  Missouri  had  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  Mr.  B.  would  cheerfully  record  his  vote  against 
laying  the  resolution  on  the  table,  not  that  he  or 
the  senator  cared  any  thing  about  the  yeas  and  nays 
in  respect  to  their  own  votes.  Mr.  B.  believed  that 
if  his  friend  from  Alabama  (Mr.  King)  had  prose- 
cuted the  resolution  of  adjournment  offered  by  him, 
and  a day  had  been  fixed  on  for  adjournment,  con- 
gress would  at  that  time  have  been  as  near  ready  to 
adjourn  as  they  would  be  on  the  9th  of  July,  or  the 


9th  August,  if  they  decided  on  no  fixed  day.  They 
never  would  set  to  work  in  earnest  to  do  the  busi- 
ness of  the  country  till  they  knew  the  day  that  was 
to  terminate  the  session.  It  was  like  putting  off 
preparation  for  death;  and  in  this  hot  weather  any 
plea  would  satisfy  overworked  men  for  putting  off 
preparation  for  adjournment  till  the  very  day  was 
known  and  determined.  Let  congress  now  fix  on 
the  9th  of  July,  and  they  would  by  that  time  have 
all  the  business  done  which  they  were  disposed  to 
do. 

Mr.  B,  would  be  as  sorry  as  any  man,  whether 
interested  in  the  bill  or  not,  if  the  army  bill  should 
not  pass.  But  would  the  senate  tell  the  house,  who, 
by  a vote  of  two  to  one,  had  fixed  the  adjournment 
on  the  9th  of  July,  that  they  the  senate,  thought 
proper  to  give  them  longer  time  than  the  house  it- 
self had  deemed  necessary,  and  that  the  senate, 
therefore,  would  not  fix  on  the  day  proposed? 
Would  the  senate  thus,  in  elfect,  tell  the  house  that 
they  did  not  know  in  what  time  they  could  accom- 
plish their  own  business,  and  the  senate  therefore 
would  determine  for  them,  because  the  house  would 
otherwise  fail  of  their  duty,  and  neglect  the  army 
bill?  Mr.  B.  hoped  the  resolution  would  be 
agreed  to  at  once,  and  congress  would  then  go  to 
work  and  accomplish  all  the  business  that  required 
to  be  done. 

Mr.  Benton  said  the  senator’s  theory  was  con- 
tradicted by  the  existing  state  of  facts.  He  insisted 
that  the  senate  had  so  far  exerted  themselves  that 
for  two  months  they  had  been  under  an  easy 
sail,  and  that  the  house  had  for  some  time  been  la- 
boring day  and  night  to  the  full  limit  of  their 
strength,  so  that,  in  his  own  knowledge,  the  health 
o(  several  individuals  had  been  broken  down.  It 
was,  therefore,  vain  to  expect  that  their  w'ork 
would  be  accelerated  by  fixing  on  the  day  of 
adjournment.  The  army  bill  had  repeatedly  passed 
the  senate  and  failed  in  the  other  house,  and  Mr,  B. 
was  against  running  that  risk  again.  He  was  for 
holding  the  question  of  adjournment  open  at  least 
till  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Bunhanan  still  insisted  that  if  a day  were 
fixed,  congress  would  not  spend  so  much  time  in 
debate,  and  would  on  that  account  hasten  their  bu- 
siness. He  noticed  that,  with  six  weeks  vacation, 
congress  had  now  been  in  session  ever  since  the 
first  of  September;  and  unless  they  were  cautious, 
they  were  in  a way  to  convert  thernsel  es  into  a 
rump  parliament,  and  sit  forever.  He  insisted  that 
if  the  business  could  not  be  done  in  the  time  pro- 
posed, it  would  not  be  done  at  all,  and  it  was  better 
to  leave  it  undone,  than  to  set  so  bad  a precedent' 
as  that  of  further  protracting  the  session. 

The  question  was  now  put  on  laying  the  resolu- 
tion on  the  table,  and  decided  in  the  negative  as 
follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Linn,  Lyon, 
Norvell,  Sevier,  Tipton,  Wright — 8 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Buchanan,  Calhoun, 
Clay,  of  Ala.,  Clay,  of  Ky.,  Clayton,  Crittenden, 
Cuthbert,  Davis,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  King,  Knight, 
Lumpkin,  McKean,  Merrick,  Morris,  Mouton, 
Niles,  Pierce,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Roane,  Robbins, 
Robinson,  Ruggles,  Smith,  of  Conn.,  Smith,  of  Ind., 
Southard,  Spence,  Strange,  Swift,  Tallmadge, 
Trotter,  Wall,  Webster,  White,  Williams,  Young 
—39. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to  without  a di- 
vision; so  that  the  9th  of  July  is  fixed  as  the  day  of 
adjournment. 

Mr.  Grundy,  from  the  committee  on  the  judicia- 
ry,. reported  the  bill  referred  to  them,  granting  ad- 
ditional compensation  to  Joseph  K.  Averiil,  as  a 
witness,  the  committee  recommending  that  the  bill 
be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Messrs.  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Norvell,  Morris, 
Hubbard,  Williams,  Crittenden,  and  Merrick,  re- 
ported a variety  of  private  bills  from  committees, 
referred  to  them. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Roane,  the  committee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia  were  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  petition  of  the  trustees  of 
Columbia  College. 

Mr.  Benton,  from  the  committee  on  military  af- 
fairs, reported  a bill  to  continue  in  force  the  act  pro- 
viding indemnity  for  horses  and  other  property  lost 
in  the  millitary  service  of'tlie  United  States.  Read, 
and  ordered  to  a second  reading. 

Mr.  Southard  offered  a resolution,  which  lie3 
over  one  day,  calling  on  the  secretary  of  the  navy 
for  a copy  of  the  naval  general  order  issued  in  rela- 
tion to  the  exploring  expedition,  and  for  informa- 
tion on  a great  variety  of  particulars,  past,  present, 
and  prospective,  in  regard  to  that  expedition. 

Mr.  Niles  presented  the  petition  of  the  heirs  of 
Silas  Dean.  Referred. 

Mr.  Young,  on  leave,  introduced  a bill  to  prevent 
defalcations  by  collectors,  receivers,  and  disbursers 
of  the  public  revenue.  Read  twice,  and  reterred. 


282 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— JUNE  30,  1838— CONGRESS. 


Mr.  Buchanan  by  consent,  introduced  the  follow- 
ing;, which  was  read,  passed  to  a second  reading 
and  ordered  to  be  printed: 

A bill  supplementary  to  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to 
establish  the  treasury  department.” 

Bp.  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  represen- 
tatives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  congress 
assemb-.ed.  That  the  safe  keeping  of  the  public 
money  shall  continue  to  be  entrusted  to  the  trea- 
surer of  the  United  States,  under  the  provisions  of 
the  act  entitled  “An  act  to  establish  the  treasury 
department,”  approved  on  the  second  day  of  Sep- 
tember, one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
nine:  And  the  said  treasurer,  in  performing  this 
duty,  is  hereby  authorized  and  required,  under  the 
direction  of  tiie  secretary  of  the  treasury,  to  order 
the  collectors  and  receivers  of  the  public  money, 
at  least  once  in  sixty  days,  and  as  much  often  r as  in 
his  judgment  the  safe  keeping  of  the  same  may 
render  necessary,  to  make  special  deposites,  in 
gold  and  silver,  of  the  balances  then  on  hand,  to  the 
credit  of  the  said  treasurer,  in  such  banks  of  the 
dilferent  states  and  territories,  and  of  the  District 
of  Columbia,  as  he  may  select,  and  undersnch  rules 
regulations,  and  restrictions  as  the  said  tresurer,  un- 
der the  direction  of  tiie  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
may  deem  bjst  calculated  to  secure  the  safe  keep- 
ing of  the  said  special  deposites,  and  to  render  him, 
at  all  times,  acquainted  with  the  condition  of  the 
said  banks:  And  the  said  secretary  of  the  treasury 
shall  report  to  congres,  w’ithin  one  week  after  the 
commencement  of  their  next  session,  the  names  of 
the  banks  which  shall  have  been  thus  selected;  arid 
the  rules,  regulations,  and  restrictions,  under  which 
they  shall  have  accepted  the  said  special  deposites; 
and  the  compensation,  if  any.  for  which  they  shall 
respectively,  have  agreed  to  perforin  this  service. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  farther  enacted , That  it  shall 
not  be  lawful  for  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States 
to  authorize  or  direct  the  collectors  or  receivers  of 
the  public  money  to  place,  either  on  general  or  spe- 
cial deposite,  with  any  bank,  such  bank  notes  as 
they  may  be  permitted  to  receive  in  payment  of  the 
public  dues,  under  the  provisions  of  the  resolution 
relative  to  the  more  effectual  collection  of  the  pub- 
lic revenue,  approved  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen;  but  the 
balances  of  such  notes  remaining  on  hand,  after 
satisfying  the  drafts  which  may  be  drawn  b'r  the 
said  treasurer  upon  the  said  collectors  and  re- 
ceivers, and  presented  to  them,  before  the  end  of  the 
several  periods  at  which  they  shall  be  directed  to 
make  special  deposites,  under  the  first  section  of 
this  act,  and  for  the  payment  of  which  the  holders 
thereof  may  bona  fide  elect  to  receive  bank  notes, 
shall  by  the  said  collectors  and  receivers  be  con- 
verted into  specie,  which  shall  be  placed  on  spe- 
cial deposite,  at  the  times  and  in  the  manner  pre- 
scribed by  this  act:  Provided,  That  no  notes  or 
bills  of  any  bank  shall  be  received  in  payment  of 
any  debt  due  to  the  United  States,  or  shall  be  dis- 
bursed by  any  officer  or  agent  of  the  same,  which 
shall  after  the  first  day  of  October  next,  issue,  re- 
issue, or  pay  out  any  note  or  bill  of  any  descrip- 
tion whatsoever,  of  a less  denomination  than  five 
dollars,  or  which  shall,  after  the  first  day  of  Octo- 
ber, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-one, 
issue,  reissue,  or  pay  out  any  such  note  or  bill  of  a 
less  denomination  than  ten  dollars. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  the  first 
twelve  sections  of  the  act  entitled,  “An  act  to  regu- 
late the  deposites  of  the  public  money,”  approved 
on  the  twenty-third  day  of  June,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  arid  thirty-six,  be,  and  the  same  are 
hereby,  repealed,  except  so  far  as  to  enable  the 
treasury  department  to  collect  any  debts  which  may 
be  due  or  owing  from  the  late  deposite  banks. 

A number  of  bills  ordered  to  a third  reading  yes- 
terday were  to-day  read  a third  time  and  passpd. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  James  Tay- 
lor was  considered  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a third  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  Pierre  Menard  and  others 
was  taken  up,  discussed  at  length  by  Messrs.  Bay- 
ard, Crittenden,  Niles.  Roane.  Prentiss,  Knight, 
Norvell.,  Clay,  of,  Ky.,  While,  Young,  and  Calhoun. 

[Tiie  claim  connected  wdth  this  bill  was  under- 
stood to  be  for  money  advanced  bv  the  original 
claimants  for  the  support  of  Clark’s  expedition 
against  Vincennes  and  Kaskaskias,  in  the  time  of 
the  revolutionary  war.] 

A motion  of  Mr.  Wright  to  strike  out  the  inter 
est,  ( $30,000  on  a principal  of  $10,000;  the  claim 
having  been  originally  disallowed  by  Virginia,  but 
admitted  in  1834,)  was  decided  in  the  negative  by  a 
majority  of  eight  or  ten  votes. 

'The  bill  still  remaining  up,  with  a view  to  fur- 
ther amendment, 

The  senate,  by  consent,  held  an  executive  ses- 
sion, and  then  adjourned. 


June  27.  The  Vice  President  presented  a commu- 
nication from  tiie  navy  department,  understood  to 
be  in  compliance  with  the  resolution  offered  by  Mr. 
Southard,  calling  for  information  in  detail  relative 
to  the  exploring  expedition.  Laid  on  the  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tallmadge,  the  committee  on 
naval  arfaiis  were  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  petitions  of Montgomery  and 

Samuel  Meade. 

Mr.  Tallmadge,  from  the  committee  on  naval  af- 
fairs, reported  bills  for  the  lelief  ol  Loainmi  Bald- 
win and  of  Samuel  Warner,  which  were  severally 
read  and  ordered  to  a second  reading. 

Mr.  Williams  and  Mr.  Hubbard  reported  several 
private  bills  from  committees,  referred  to  them. 

The  bills  for  the  relief  of  Pierre  Menard  and 
others,  and  of  the  heirs  of  James  Taylor,  were  se- 
verally read  a third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  the  senate  proceeded 
to.cor.sider  the  bill  introduced  by  him,  further  pro- 
viding lor  the  collection  and  keeping  of  the  public 
revenue. 

Mr.  Webster  explained  and  advocated  the  bill  at 
some  length,  confining  himself,  however,  to  topics 
immediately  connected  with  the  bill. 

Mr.  Buchanan  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  sub- 
stituting for  it  the  bill  introduced  by  him  yesterday, 
and  he  proceeded  at  large  to  advocate  the  substi- 
tute, and  to  oppose  the  original  bill  as  introduced 
by  Mr,  Webster. 

Mr.  Strange,  after  a few  remarks,  expressing 
doubt  as  to  the  expediency  of  each  and  either  of  the 
measures,  moved  to  lav  the  subject  on  the  table, 
with  the  understanding  that  it  should  be  called  up 
to-morrow  or  next  day. 

The  bill  and  substitute  were  accordingly  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  bill  to  revive  the  act  to  enable  claimants  to 
land  in  Missouri  and  Arkansas  to  institute  proceed- 
ings to  try  the  validity  of  their  claims,  was  discuss- 
ed at  much  length  by  Messrs.  Sevier,  Benton,  Linn, 
Hubbard,  Mouton,  White,  Clay , of  Ala.,  Southard, 
Davis  and  Bayard,  amended,  on  motion  of  Messrs. 
Sevier  and  Benton,  laid  temporarily  on  the  table, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed  with  the  amendments. 

The  senate  took  up  the  bill  to  divide  the  state  of 
Delaware  into  two  collection  districts. 

Mr.  Bayard  offered  a substitute  for  the  bill,  mak- 
ing New  Castle  a port  of  entry,  with  a deputy  col- 
lector. 

The  subject  was  discussed  at  much  length  by 
Messrs.  Bayard,  Clayton,  Buchanan,  Niles,  Hub- 
bard. 

The  substute  was  lost:  Ayes  7,  noes  not  counted, 
and  the  bill,  as  it  was,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a third  reading. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

June  28.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Fulton,  from  the 
committee  on  public  lands,  Charles  Gordon  was 
authorized  to  make  certain  additions  to  the  maps  of 
the  public  lands. 

The  bill  to  divide  the  state  of  Delaware  into  two 
collection  districts,  was  read  a third  time,  and 
passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tipton,  the  senate  resolved  to 
insist  in  the  non-concurrence  with  the  amendments 
of  the  house  to  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
certain  roads  in  Wisconsin;  and  to  ask  the  house  to 
consent  to  a committee  of  conference  on  the  subject. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nicholas,  the  bill  authorizing 
vessels  bound  to  ports  in  Mpxico,  and  excluded  by 
blockade,  to  enter  and  secure  their  vessels  and  car- 
goes in  ports  of  the  United  States,  was  considered, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  the  bill  supplementary 
to  the  act  to  establish  branch  mints  of  the  United 
States,  was  considered  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a third  reading. 

The  resolution  from  the  other  house  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a joint  committee  of  the  two  houses  of 
congress  to  take  into  considei ation,  and  report,  at 
the  next  session  of  congress,  on  the  expediency  of 
so  taking  the  next  census  of  the  United  States  as 
to  enable  the  commissioners  to  make  the  most 
thorough  collection  of  statistical  details  in  relation 
to  the  agriculture,  commerce,  and  manufactures 
of  the  country,  was  taken  up,  and,  after  a few 
remarks  from  Messrs.  Benton,  Hubbard,  and  Davis, 
was  temporarily  laid  on  the  table,  with  a view  to 
an  inquiry  whether  it  ought  not  to  be  more  spe- 
cific. 

Mr.  King,  from  the  committee  on  commerce,  re 
ported  the  joint  resolution  referred  to  them,  to  au- 
thorize the  president  of  the  United  States  to  cause 
certain  surveys  to  be  made,  wdth  a substitute, 
wdiich  was  agreed  to  by  the  senate;  and  the  resolu- 
tion, so  amended,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Strange  the  senate  resumed  the 

consideration  of  the  bill  introduced  by  Mr.  Web- 


ster, making  further  provisions  lor  the  collection 
of  the  public  revenue. 

The  question  being  on  Mr.  Buchanan’s  substitute 
for  the  bill,  w hich  substitute  requires  that  at  least 
once  in  sixty  days  special  deposites  of  the  public 
money  in  specie  be  made  in  banks  selected  by  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury;  that  the  notes  of  such 
banks  as,  after  the  fust  of  October  next,  should 
issue  notes  of  less  denomination  than  five  dollars, 
or  less  than  ten  after  October,  1841,  shall  not  be  re- 
ceived; and  that  the  first  twelve  sections  of  the  de- 
posite act  ol  1336  be  no  longer  in  force — 

Mr.  Calhoun  addressed  the  senate  in  opposition 
both  to  the  bill  and  the  substitute,  but  expressing  a 
preference  for  the  bill,  and  urging  an  unyielding 
and  unbending  perseverance  in  the  efforts  to  carry 
the  sub-treasury. 

Mr.  Buchanan  replied  iu  favor  of  his  substitute, 
and  also  in  favor  of  perseverance  in  the  sub-trea- 
sury; but  urging  that,  in  the  mean  time,  minor 
measures  were  not  to  be  abandoned  or  neglected. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  and  Mr.  Culliovn  entered 
into  a debate  of  considerable  length,  touching  at 
times  on  various  collateral  topics.  Mr.  Clay  ad- 
vocating the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Strange  spoke  at  length  in  favor  of  the  sub- 
stitute, and  in  opposition  to  the  bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  the  bill  was  laid  oil 
the  table  till  to-morrow. 

The  bill  to  purchase  (for  $10,000)  the  right  to 
use,  in  the  public  service,  Dr.  Boyd  R illy ’s  vapor 
bath  was  considered,  and  rejected  on  the  question 
of  its  engrossment:  Yeas  15,  nays  20. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of 
captain  William  Williams,  of  N,  C.,  deceased,  was 
discussed  at  length,  and  laid  on  the  table.  Ayes 
22,  noes  not  counted. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  lieutenant 
col.  John  Cropper  was  discussed  at  length  by 
Messrs.  White  Prentiss,  Roane,  Rives,  Hubbard land 
Pierce-,  and  on  the  question  of  engrossment  the  bill 
was  rejected.  Yeas  11,  nays  26. 

The  bill  to  repeal,  in  part  the  act  to  provide  for 
the  safe-keeping  of  the  acts,  records,  and  seal  of 
the  United  Slates,  and  for  other  purposes,  wa3  ta- 
ken up,  explained  and  advocated  by  Mr.  Grundy, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

The  bill  to  create  a new  land  district  in  Missis- 
sippi was  considered,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a third  reading. 

The  senate  adjourned,  after  an  executive  session. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday , June  22,  (evening  session  ) Mr.  Hunter, 
of  Virginia,  resumed  the  floor,  and  continued  and 
concluded  his  speech  in  support  of  the  sub-treasury 
bill. 

lie  was  followed  by  Mr.  Kennedy,  of  Maryland, 
who  took  the  other  side,  and  spoke  till  near  6 
o’clock,  when  he  gave  way  for  a motion  to  rise, 
and  the  committee  rose. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cushman,  the  house  took  up 
the  senate’s  bill  providing  for  expeiimenls  to  test 
the  strength  of  steamboat  boilers,  and  receded  from 
its  disagreement  to  certain  amendments  proposed 
thereto  by  the  Senate.  [The  bill  the:efore  now 
only  wants  the  president’s  signature  to  become  a 
law.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas,  the  house  next  took 
up  the  bill  (or  greater  security  on  hoard  of  vessels 
propelled  by  steam.  Several  amendments  pro- 
posed by  the  senate  were  concurred  in;  one  of  them 
proposed  to  strike  out  the  clause  requiring  a fire- 
engine  and  suction  hose  to  be  kept  in  every  boat 
over  200  tons  bu; den.  Mr.  Fillmore  opposed  this; 
stated  the  necessity  of  such  fire-engines,  especially 
on  the  lakes  and  at  sea,  and  moved  an  amendment 
to  accomplish  that  object.  The  amendment  was 
agreed  to.  Mr.  Pelrikin  opposed  the  whole  sec- 
tion. Mr.  Fillmore  defended  it.  and  referred  to  the 
testimony  of  captains  on  Lake  Erie  respecting  the 
value  and  necessity  of  such  securities  against  fire. 
Mr.  E.  Whittlesey  earnestly  advocated  the  provi- 
sion, dwelt  on  the  horrors  of  a conflagration  at  sea, 
and  the  number  of  lives  continually  exposed  on  the 
northern  lakes.  He  suggested  to  Mr.  F.  the  modi- 
fication of  his  amendment,  by  requiring  iron  instead 
of  rope  for  moving  the  tiller.  Mr.  Pelrikin  urged 
his  objection  to  the  section;  he  preferred  leaving 
the  captains  to  their  responsibility:  prosecute  them 
in  case  of  accident,  and  let  them  guard  against  it 
as  they  pleased.  Mi  Grennell  insisled  on  the  im- 
portance of  having  iron  rods  or  chains  substituted 
for  tiller-ropes,  referring  to  the  loss  of  the  Ben 
Sherrod  fron  having  had  her  tiller-ropes  burnt,  so 
that  she  could  not  be  run  on  shore.  He  moved  an 
amendment  to  that  effect.  This  was  agreed  to; 
and  the  question  being  on  striking  out  the  entire 
section, 

Mr.  Thomas  objected  to  all  details  being  inserted 

in  the  bill.  These  securities  were  some  of  them 
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very  cosily,  and  the  smaller  boats  could  not  afford 
the  expense.  The  boats  should  be  classified;  with- 
out this,  the  provision  would  operate  partially.  He 
opposed  the  section  on  this  ground.  But  the  bouse 
relused  to  strike  out  the  section  as  modified. 

Mr  Childs  moved  an  amendment  providing  that 
in  case  of  the  destruction  of  life,  the  owners  shall 
pav  a fine  of  $5,000. 

Mr.  Bronson  moved  as  a substitute  for  this  a pro- 
vision of  fine  and  imprisonment  for  racing,  and  if 
death  ensue  in  the  case,  the  owner  or  master  shall 
be  considered  as  guilty  of  manslaughter.  He  ex- 
plained and  earnestly  urged  the  importance  and 
necessity  of  such  a provision,  as  going  to  the  root 
of  the  evil. 

Mr.  Hoffman  thought  explosions  seldom  arose 
from  racing,  but  more  frequently  after  stoppages, 
when  the  steam  was  not  let  off'.  In  races  the  en- 
gineer was  always  on  the  alert  and  examining  the 
steam;  but  in  most  fatal  cases  the  destruclion  arose 
from  neglect.  He  opposed  the  amendment,  as  it 
would  never  be  proved  before  a jury  that  a race 
had  taken  place,  or  which  boat  was  in  fault. 

Mr.  Pope  deprecated  the  practice  of  racing,  but 
despaired  of  ever  effectually  preventing  it.  He 
should,  however,  vote  for  the  amendment,  as  it  might 
possibly  do  good.  He  had  but  little  hope  from  the 
law  at  any  rate;  for  if  the  risk  of  the  captain  and 
engineer’s  own  lives  would  not  make  them  cautious, 
no  legislation  was  likely  to  effect  it. 

Mr.  Bronson  further  supported  his  amendment, 
insisting  that  racing  against  time  was  as  much  ra- 
cing as  when  another  boat  was  alongside,  and  it  was 
these  trials  of  speed  which  induced  the  captains  to 
hold  on  their  steam,  &c.  Mr.  Hoffman  replied,  de- 
nying that  any  instance  could  be  found  where  a 
boat  was  destroyed  in  a race.  As  to  racing  against 
time,  the  amendment  made  no  provision  against  it. 
Time  crawled  with  some,  trotted  with  others,  and 
galloped  with  others:  it  would  be  hard  to  punish  so 
severely  racing  against  a thing  so  uncertain.  The 
amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Chapman  proposed  an  amendment  providing 
a fine  of  $5,000  in  case  of  loss  of  life  from  an  ex- 
plosion within  15  minutes  from  leaving  a wharf. 
This  amendment  was  rejected,  and  the  amendment 
moved  by  Mr.  Childs  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  Aycrigg 
moved  an  amendment  requiring  a certificate  from 
the  engineer  of  his  competency,  after  an  examina- 
tion by  a board  appointed  for  that  purpose,  und-r  a 
penalty  of dollars.  Mr.  Evans  moved  a sub- 

stitute providing  tor  the  appointment  of  a board  of 
examiners,  the  certificate  to  be  by  them  given,  and 
imposinga  fine  on  the  ownerof  $500  a month  for  em- 
, ploying  an  engineer  without  such  certificate.  Some 
explanations  took  place  between  Messrs.  Aycrigg 
and  Evans.  Mr.  Biddle  deprecated  too  much  le- 
gislation, and  objected  to  the  amendment  as  imper 
feet;  it  provided  no  pay  for  the  board  of  examiners. 
He  feared  it  would  operate  oppressively  and  be- 
come odious. 

Mr.  Petrikin  moved  the  previous  question,  but 
withdrew  it  for  Mr.  Campbell,  ot  South  Carolina, 
on  promise  of  renewal.  He  thought  it  might  be 
better  to  limit  the  speed  of  boats  to  so  many  miles 
an  hour,  but  pressed  the  constitutional  objection 
which  had  been  urged  when  the  bill  was  in  com- 
mittee. The  interposition  of  the  federal  courts  was 
not  a sufficient  argument  in  favor  of  a law  in  itself 
unconstitutional.  The  general  government  could 
have  no  jurisdiction  over  steamboats  moving  with- 
in a state.  The  same  doctrine  would  give  the  go- 
vernment jurisdiction  over  every  wagon  on  every 
road  in  every  state  in  the  union,  and  the  government 
was  already  a consolidation.  He  was  anxious  to  vote 
for  the  bill,  the  voice  of  humanity  called  loudly  for 
some  1 -gislation  to  guard  the  lives  of  our  citizens 
from  the  recklessness  of  persons  intrusted  with  the 
command  of  our  steamboats.  He  renewed  the  mo- 
tion for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Robertson  and  Mr.  Toucey  urged  that  the  de- 
mand for  the  previous  queston  should  be  wdthdrawn. 
An  adjournment  was  moved,  and  lost,  52  to  70. 
The  previous  question  was  not  seconded:  Ayes  58, 
noes  57.  No  quorum  having  voted,  an  adjourn- 
ment was  again  moved  and  carried:  Ayes  74,  noes 
53.  So  the  house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  June  23.  Mr.  Lincoln,  on  leave,  from 
the  committee  on  the  public  buildings,  reported  the 
following: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  inform  this  house  whether,  in  re- 
Burring  the  work  upon  the  new  treasury  building, 
it  is  intended  that  any  portions  of  the  walls,  at  the 
northern  and  southern  extremities,  are  to  be  remov- 
ed, or  are  to  be  extended  and  connected  at  the  north 
with  the  walls  of  the  building  occupied  by  the  state 
department;  or  whether  the  latter  building  is  to  be 
taken  down,  or  such  alterations  made  therein  as 
materially  to  change  its  exterior  or  interior  struc- 
ture; and,  if  so,  in  what  manner  aud  at  what  cost; 


and  that  he  be  requested  to  lay  before  the  house  a 
dr  finite  and  descriptive  plan  of  the  elevation  and 
dimensions  of  the  treasury  building,  as  the  same, 
on  his  approval,  is  to  be  prosecuted  to  its  comple- 
tion. with  an  estimate  of  the  whole  cost  of  the  build- 
ing, including  any  alterations  which,  in  connexion 
therewith,  are  to  be  made  in  the  building  of  the 
state  department,  and  in  the  grading  of  the  conti- 
guous street,  and  the  construction  of  the  necessary 
walls  and  culverts  to  protect  the  foundation  of  the 
building,  and  render  the  approach  thereto  and  the 
occupation  thereof  appropriate  and  convenient. 

Mr.  L.  asked  the  present  consideration  of  this  re- 
solution. 

Mr.  Keim  objected,  because  he  was  opposed  to 
renewing  the  old  controversy  on  the  treasury  build- 
ing at  this  late  period  of  the  session,  and  also  be- 
cause it  might  hare  the  effect  of  again  throwing 
the  workmen  out  of  employment  who  had  been  re- 
engaged. Mr.  Lincoln  moved  a suspension  of  the 
rules.  Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  railed  for 
the  yeas  and  nays;  but  Mr.  Keim,  on  hearing  the 
resolution  read  again,  remarked  that,  as  it  wa3 
merely  a call  for  information,  he  would  withdraw 
his  objection;  whereupon,  the  resolution  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  Carter  made  an  ineffectual  attempt  to  make 
the  bills  extending  the  pension  system  to  western 
warriors  the  special  order  for  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  Adams  proceeded  in  his  remarks  on  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs  in  relation 
to  the  annexation  of  Texas,  and  was  referring  to 
the  right  of  slaves  to  petition,  and  the  proceedings 
in  the  house  last  congress  upon  his  tendering  a pe- 
tition of  that  character,  stating  that  he  should  have 
no  hesitation  in  presenting  a petition  from  a slave, 
if  his  memorial  was  properly  couched,  and  on  a 
proper  subject,  or  something  to  this  effect.  Mr.  A. 
was  proceeding  in  this  line  of  remark,  w hen  the 
Speaker  called  him  to  order,  saying  that  the  re- 
marks were  irrelevant  to  the  subject  under  consi- 
deration. Mr.  Adams  said  he  was  putting  an  ex- 
treme case,  by  wmy  of  illustration,  which  w-as  in 
in  order.  The  Speaker  again  reminded  Mr.  A.  that 
he  was  out  of  order.  Mr.  Legare  rose,  and  said  he 
fplt  compelled  to  call  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts to  order;  .and  cries  of  order  were  heard  in 
various  parts  of  the  house.  Mr.  Adams  called  up- 
on the  speaker  to  rpduce  the  disorderly  words  to 
writing,  and  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  chair. 
The  Speaker  said  the  chair  could  not  be  called  upon 
to  reduce  remarks  made  out  of  order  to  writing. 
It  had  never  been  known,  either  by  any  rule,  or  bv 
parliamentary  usage;  and  if  such  a course  could  be 
sustained,  it  would  continually  bring  the  chair  into 
conflict  with  members,  and  would  render  it  impos- 
sible for  the  house  to  proceed  with  its  business. 

Several  members  referred  to  the  twenty-third 
rule  of  the  house,  which  requires  that  disorderly 
words  shall  be  reduced  to  writing. 

The  Speaker  said  he  was  perfectly  aware  of  that 
rule,  and  it  applied  to  cases  where  one  member  call- 
ed another  to  order  for  disorderly  or  personal  re- 
marks, ind  not  to  the  speaker  when  he  called  a 
member  to  order  for  irrelevant  remarks,  for  the  rule 
says  the  speaker  shall  call  members  to  order,  and 
makes  it  imperatively  his  duty 

Mr.  Adams  called  for  the  reading  of  the  rule  by 
which  the  speaker  called  him  to  order,  and  refused 
to  reduce  the  objectionable  remarks  to  writing. 

I he  Speaker  read  the  rule  requiring  that  a mem- 
ber “shall  confine  himself  to  the  question  under 
debate,”  and  said  he  had  called  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  to  order  for  irrelevancy  in  debate. 
As  he  was  about  to  put  the  queslion  on  the  appeal 
from  the  decision  of  the  chair,  Mr.  Adams  again  in- 
sisted upon  having  the  words  reduced  to  writing. 

Cries  of  “order!”  “order!” 

The  Speaker  directed  Mr.  Adams  to  take  his 
seat. 

Mr.  Adams  continued  to  hold  the  floor,  and  per- 
sisted in  demanding  that  the  w'onls  should  be  re- 
duced to  writing,  and  said  he  would  then  appeal, 
but  he  would  not  appeal  from  the  decision  in  the 
form  in  which  the  speaker  had  put  it. 

The  Speaker  then  put  the  question  upon  the  ap- 
peal; and  the  decision  of  the  chair  was  sustained, 
as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  J.  W.  Allen,  Anderson,  An- 
drews, Atherton,  Ayerigg,  Banks,  Beattv,  Birdsall, 
Boon,  Brodhead,  Bronson,  Buchanan,  Cambreleng, 
J.  Campbell,  Casey,  Chapman,  Cheatham,  Clow- 
ney,  Connor,  Craig,  Crary,  Crockett,  Cushman, 
Davee,  Deberry,  DeGraff,  Dennis,  Diomgooh  , Ed- 
wards, Elmore,  Farrington,  Fairfield,  Fry,  Glas- 
cock, G^ant,  Gray,  Haley,  Hamer,  Harrison.  Haw- 
kins, Haynes,  Holsev,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hubley, 
Wm.  H.  Hunter,  Ingham,  T.  B.  Jackson,  Jenifer, 
J.  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  J.  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Klingen 
smith,  Legare,  Leadhefter,  Lewis,  Logan".  Loomis, 
Lyon,  Mallory,  Martin,  Maury,  Maxwell,  McKay, 


Robert  McClellan,  A.  McClellan,  McClure,  Mene- 
fee,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  S.  W. 
Morris,  Noble,  Parker,  Parris,  Paynter,  Pearce, 
Pennybarker,  Petrikin,  Phelps,  Pickens,  Plumer, 
Potter,  Pratt,  J.  H.  Prentiss,  Randolph,  Ri  ily, 
Rencher,  Rives,  Rumsey,  C.  Shepaid,  Shields, 
Sheplor.  Snyder,  Southgate,  Stuart,  Stiatton,  Talia- 
ferro, Taylor,  Titus,  Toucey,  Turney,  Vail,  Van- 
derveer,  j.  VVhite,  T.  T.  Whittlesey,  S.  Williams, 
J.  W.  Williams,  Word,  Worthington,  Yell,  Yoike 
— 115. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  Borden,  B 'iggs,  W.  B. 
Calhoun.  Carter,  Corwin,  Cranston,  Cushing,  Dar- 
lington, Davies,  Evans,  Everett,  Ew  ing,  R.  Fletch- 
er, Fillmore,  Goode,  Grennell,  Halsted,  Hastings, 
Henry,  Lincoln,  S.  Mason,  McKennan,  Mitchell, 
Naylor,  Ogle,  Patterson,  Peck,  Potts,  Reed,  Ridg- 
way.  Robinson,  Slade,  Stanly,  Tillinghast,  Elisha 
Whittlesey — 36. 

So  the  decision  of  the  chair  was  sustained  by 
the  house,  and  Mr.  Adams  thus  declared  to  be  out 
of  order. 

Mr.  Boon  then  called  for  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Kentucky,  on  whose  motion 
the  resolution  to  fix  the  day  of  adjournment  was 
postponed  till  Friday  nexf,  said  that,  at  the  request 
of  a number  of  gentlemen,  whom  he  was  willing  to 
accommodate,  he  would  move  a reconsideration  of 
that  vote.  From  the  proceedings  on  the  steamboat 
bill  last  night,  even  under  the  melancholy  disasters 
that  had  recently  occurred,  it  seemed  they  could 
get  no  vote  on  any  subject,  and,  theiefore,  he  thought 
the  sooner  the  session  was  brought  to  a close  the 
better.  He  then  made  the  motion  indicated,  and 
asked  its  consideration  at  this  time;  to  which  no 
objection  was  made. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  of  Massachusetts,  asked  for  the 
yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Cushing  and  Mr.  Titus  severally  made  ob- 
jections, but  it  was  decided  to  be  too  late,  though 
the  chair  suggested  the  entertaining  of  the  objec- 
tions; but  objection  was  made  to  it,  and,  alter  some 
conversation,  Mr.  Hopkins  moved  to  lay  the  motion 
on  the  table;  on  which,  at  the  call  of  Mr.  Williams, 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  ordered,  they  were:  Yeas 
64,  nays  139.  So  the  house  refused  to  lay  the  sub- 
ject on  the  table;  and  the  question  recurring  on  the 
motion  to  reconsider,  it  prevailed:  Yeas  142,  nays 
6L 

The  question  then  recurring  back  on  the  original 
motion,  to  postpone  till  Friday,  Mr.  Cushman  mov- 
ed to  postpone  it  till  Thursday  next.  The  Chair 
ruled  that  the  first  motion  took  precedence.  Mr. 
Williams  then  withdrew  the  original  motion;  and 
remarked  that  believing  the  general  sense  of  the 
house  was  in  favor  of  the  9th  of  July,  though  he 
himself  preferred  an  earlier  day,  and  as  the  resolu- 
tion, as  modified  yesterday,  proposed  that  day,  he 
demanded  the  previous  question,  which  was  se- 
conded without  a division,  and  the  main  question 
being  ordered  thereon,  Mr.  Davee  asked  for  the 
yeas  and  nays,  which  being  ordered,  were:  Yeas 
145,  nays  69.  So  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  McKay  asked  leave  to  submit  a resolution 
fixing  a day  for  the  consideration  of  the  army  bill; 
but  it  was  objected  1o. 

Mr.  Harlan  also  made  an  appeal  to  the  bouse  to 
devote  a short  time  to  the  steamboat  bill;  but  that 
was  also  objected  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng,  the  house  again 
went  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of 
the  union,  (Mr.  Connor  in  the  chair,)  on  the  trea- 
sury bill. 

Mr.  Kennedy  continued  his  remarks  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  bill  until  the  house,  according  to  order, 
took  its  daily  recess. 

EVENING  SESSION. 

The  chairman  took  the  chair  at  the  usual  hour. 
Having  remained  in  the  chair  for  some  time,  and 
no  quorum  appearing,  Mr.  Williams,  ol  North  Ca- 
rolina, moved  that  the  committee  rise.  This  mo- 
tion was  rejected — 14  to  15 

Having  found  itself  without  a quorum,  the  com- 
mittee rose,  and  reported  that  fact  to  the  house. 

Mr.  Cambrelens  and  Mr.  Thomas  were  averse  to 
taking  a call  of  the  house.  A quorum  had  but 
rarely  appeared  at  this  hour,  after  recess,  during  this 
debate,  and  they  hoped  the  house  would  consent  to 
go  into  committee  of  the  w hole  on  the  state  of  the 
union  informally. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  of  Massachusetts,  thought  the  prac- 
tice of  leaving  the  house  without  a quorum  ought 
to  be  broken  up,  and,  after  some  further  conveisa- 
tion.  the  house  again  resolved  into  committee  of  the 
whole,  and  Mr.  Kennedy  resumed  and  concluded  his 
remarks  in  opposition  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Toucey  then  moved  that  the  committee  rise, 
for  the  purpose  erf  permitting  him  to  move  to  take 
up  the  steamboat  bill.  The  motion  did  not  prevail. 
Mr.  T.  then  went  on  in  support  of  the  sub-treasury 
bill,  at  some  length.  He  had  not  proceeded  lar. 
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when  he  gave  way  to  Mr.  Hopkins,  who  n ad 3 an 
ineffectual  motion  that  the  committe  rise. 

Mr.  Toucey  made  some  yet  further  progress,  when 
he  gave  way  to  Mr.  Robertson,  who  made  the  same 
motion,  but  with  no  better  success,  and  Mr.  Toucey 
proceeded,  and  was  followed  by  Mr.  Thompson, 
who  warmly  opposed  the  bill,  and  argued  in  favor 
of  a special  deposite  system. 

Mr.  ienifer  took  the  floor,  and  moved  that  the 
committe  rise.  Lost. 

Mr.  Potter  stated  a few  reasons  why,  having  been 
instructed  to  vote  against  the  bill  by  the  house  of 
representatives  of  his  state,  he  should  nevertheless 
vote  for  it.  Before  he  had  concluded,  Mr.  Parris 
moved  that  the  committee  rise:  Yeas  63,  nays  79. 
So  the  committee  refused  to  rise. 

Mr.  Potter  proceeded  a few  moments  longer, 
when  he  gave  way  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Duncan, 
who  moved  that  the  committee  rise:  Ayes  63,  noes 
70.  So  the  committee  again  refused  to  rise;  and 
Mr.  Potter  again  proceeded  with  his  remarks;  and 
soon  after  another  motion  was  made  to  rise:  Ayes 
74,  noes  84;  and  Mr.  P.  again  went  on.  When  he 
had  concluded  his  remarks,  Mr.  Rhelt  moved  that 
the  committee  rise:  Ayes  85,  noes  84.  So  the  com- 
mittee determined  to  rise. 

Mr.  Bronson  moved  that  the  house  adjourn. 

Mr.  Hoffman  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays.  Or- 
dered. The  motion  was  withdrawn  at  the  request 
of  Mr.  Thomas,  who,  in  the  name  of  the  select  com- 
mittee to  investigate  the  manner  in  which  the  pub- 
lic printing  had  been  done,  asked  leave  to  move 
that  that  committee  have  power  to  send  for  persons 
and  papers.  Objections  being  made,  Mr.  Naylor 
moved  that  the  house  adjourn;  but  withdrew  the 
motion  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Thomas,  who  moved 
to  suspend  the  rules,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  make 
the  motion  he  had  indicated. 

Pending  this  proposition,  Mr.  R.  Garland  moved 
an  adjournment,  and  on  that  motion  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered.  And  the 
house,  by  a vote  of  102  yeas  to  72  nays,  decided 
to  adjourn. 

Monday,  June  25.  Mr.  Adams  wished  to  make 
some  inquiry  as  to  the  correctness  of  the  journal  in 
relation  to  the  point  of  order  made  on  Saturday, 
during  his  own  remarks  by  the  speaker.  The  jour- 
nal did  not  declare  in  what  particular  it  was  that  he 
(Mr.  Adams)  had  been  out  of  order.  The  deci- 
sion, therefore,  could  from  no  precedent  in  future, 
inasmuch  as  it  was  indefinite  and  vague. 

The  Speaker  said  that  the  entry  on  the  journal 
was  made  in  accordance  with  all  former  precedents. 

Mr.  Adams  said  that  he  must  submit  in  that  case, 
as  he  had  done  in  others.  There  was  one  other 
thing  he  wished  to  mention.  The  speaker  had 
heretofore  asked  leave  of  the  house  for  the  member 
to  proceed. 

The  Speaker  explained  that  the  recent  change  of 
the  rules  of  the  house  had  altered  that  order  of  the 
house. 

Mr.  Adams  then  claimed  the  floor,  and  antici- 
pated that  objection  might  be  made  to  his  proceed- 
ing, having  been  declared  out  of  order,  and  he  hav- 
ing actually  proceeded  one  minute  after  that  decla- 
ration on  Saturday. 

The  Chair  recognized  the  right  of  Mr.  Adams  to 
proceed  when  the  question  should  come  up. 

The  Chair  being  about  to  call  the  states,  in  their 
order,  for  resolutions,  Mr.  Petrilcin  rose,  and  ask- 
ed for  the  reconsideration  of  the  vote  of  the  house 
fixing  on  the  9th  as  the  day  ol  adjournment.  He 
also  moved  that  the  rules  be  suspended  to  enable 
him  to  offer  that  motion.  Mr.  Lewis  Williams  ask- 
ed a call  of  the  house.  Ordered. 

One  hundred  and  sixty-nine  members  answered 
on  the  first  call  of  the  roll.  It  was  then  called  a 
second  time  for  the  absentees  on  the  first  call,  and 
one  hundred  and  eighty-nine  members  were  found 
to  be  present. 

The  call  was  then  dispensed  with,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Cushman.  Mr.  Sherrod  Williams  hoped  the 
house  would  suspend  the  rules,  and  then  lay  the  mo- 
tion to  reconsider  on  the  table. 

The  question  of  suspending  the  rules  for  the  pur- 
pose of  reconsideration,  as  moved  by  Mr.  Petrikin, 
recurring,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  having  been  or- 
dered thereon,  the  house  decided  the  question  (re- 
quiring two-thirds)  in  the  affirmative — 142  to  52. 
And  the  question  recurring  upon  reconsideration, 
Mr.  Sherrod  Williams  demanded  the  previous  ques- 
tion, which  was  seconded,  and  the  main  question 
was  then  ordered  to  be  put.  Mr.  Naylor  demanded 
the  yeas  and  nays — ordered;  and  the  house  decided 
mol  to  reconsider  by  a vote  of  64  yeas  to  135  nays. 

This  being  the  day  set  apart  for  the  presentation 
of  resolutions,  the  following  were  presented  in  order. 

Mr.  Cushman  submitted  the  following,  which  was 
disagreed  to  bv  the  house: 

Resoloed,  That  the  house  bill  “to  define  the  num- 
ber, compensation,  and  duties,  of  officers  of  the 


customs,”  and  house  bill  “making  appropriations 
for  building  light-houses,  light-boats,  beacon  lights, 
buoys,  and  making  surveys  for  1838,”  be  made  the 
special  order  of  the  day  tor  Thursday,  the  28th  day 
of  June  instant. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fletcher,  of  Massachusetts, 
Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  commerce  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  necessity  of  amending 
the  laws  to  prevent  frauds  on  the  revenue  in  the  en- 
try  of  goods  at  the  custom-house. 

' On  motion  of  Mr.  Briggs, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  patents  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  altering 
the  laws  in  relation  to  appeals  from  the  decisions  of 
the  commissioner  on  patents. 

Mr.  Randolph  submitted  the  following,  which 
was  disagreed  to  by  the  house: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  public  lands  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  grant- 
ing a township  of  land  to  each  of  the  two  colleges 
in  the  state  of  New  Jersey'. 

Mr.  Ingham  submitted  the  following,  which  was 
disagreed  to  by  the  house: 

Resolved,  That  Friday  next,  from  and  after  the 
hour  of  10  o’clock  in  the  morning,  be  assigned  for 
the  consideration,  in  preference  to  any  other  busi- 
ness, of  such  bills  as  have  been,  or  may  be,  report- 
ed by  the  committee  on  naval  affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mercer, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  roads  and  canals 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
causing  a survey  (0  be  made  of  the  river  Potomac 
from  the  navy  yard,  on  the  eastern  branch,  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  to  the  mouth  of  said  river, 
with  a view  to  the  removal  of  the  obstructions  in 
the  navigation  thereof  by  vessels  of  great  draught; 
and  that  the  survey  made  under  the  direction  of  the 
department  of  war  of  James  river,  in  Virginia, 
with  a view  to  the  improvement  of  the  navigation 
thereof,  be  committed  to  the  said  committee,  with 
an  instruction  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
making  appropriation  therefor. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  L.  Williams, 

Resolved. , That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed 
to  lay  before  this  house  the  correspondence  between 
that  department  and  major  general  Winfield  Scott 
in  relation  to  the  removal  of  the  Cherokee  Indians 
west  of  the  Mississippi,  which  had  not  been  already 
been  communicated. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rcncher, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be 
directed  to  lay  before  this  house  a statement  show- 
ing the  amount  of  expenditure,  exclusive  of  public 
debt,  for  each  y'ear  from  1824  to  1838. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Legare, 

Resolved-,  (the  senate  concurring  herein,)  That  a 
joint  committee  be  raised  to  take  into  considera- 
tion, and  report  at  the  next  session  of  congress,  the 
expediency  of  so  taking  the  next  census  as  to  enable 
and  require  the  commissioners  to  be  appointed  for 
that  purpose  to  make  as  complete  a collection  as 
possible  of  statistical  details  in  relation  to  the  agri- 
culture, commerce,  and  manufactures  of  the  country, 
and  all  its  other  resources  and  productive  powers. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Harlan, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  providing,  by  law,  the 
compensation  to  be  allowed  to  all  persons  engaged 
as  commissioners  for  making  Indian  treaties,  as 
agents  for  superintending  the  removal  of  Indians, 
and  for  other  services  performed  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  secretary  of  war,  in  the  Indian  bureau, 
not  already  provided  for  by  law. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Underwood, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be 
directed  to  inform  this  house  what  kind  of  funds 
were  furnished  pension  agents  in  the  state  of  Ar- 
kansas, with  which  to  pay  the  claims  of  pensioners; 
distinguished  between  the  amounts  furnished  in 
specie  and  bank  notes,  and  where  bank  notes  were 
furnished;  stating  the  different  banks,  as  far  as  peac- 
eable, which  issued  the  notes  so  furnished  and  the 
amounts  on  each  bank. 

Mr.  Adams  offered  the  following  resolution,  and 
and  asked  for  its  consideration: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  transmitted  to  this  house 
the  newspaper  presented  to  the  secretary  of  state 
oftheUnited  Statesby  the  late  envoy  exlraordinarv 
and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  republic  of 
Texas,  with  his  note  of  the  12th  of  September, 
1837,  or  a copy  of  the  report  of  111  e house  of  repre- 
sentatives of  the  state  of  Mississippi,  to  which  the 
said  minister  invites  the  at'.enlion  of  the  secretary 
of  state,  and  alleged,  in  the  said  note  of  the  Texian 
minister,  to  be  contained  in  the  said  newspaper. 

Objection  being  made  by  Mr.  Beatty,  Mr.  Adams 
moved  to  suspend  the  rules,  to  enable  him  to  move 
to  consider  the  resolution,  and  asked  for  the  yeas 
and  nays;  which  were  ordered — 35  to  120;  and  the 
resolution  was  again  read. 


Mr.  Adams  asked  that  a passage  from  the  mes- 
sage of  the  president  of  the  United  States,  on  the 
subject-matter  of  the  resolution,  be  read. 

A single  member  objected,  and  the  chair  decided 
that  it  could  not  be  done. 

The  house  then  decided  not  to  suspend  the  rules 
for  this  purpose,  (the  question  requiring  a vote  of 
two-thirds  to  carry,)  by  the  following  vote — Yeas 
84,  nays  108. 

Mr.  Robertson  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  this  house,  on  the 
first  day  of  the  next  session,  all  the  information  not 
heretofore  communicated,  now  in  possession  of  the 
executive,  or  may  be  procured  before  that  time, 
touching  undue  attempts  or  practices,  if  any,  since 
the  29th  May,  1830,  to  keep  dow  n the  price  of  the 
public  lands,  or  prevent  purchasers  or  entries  there- 
of, at  public  or  private  sale  by  force,  threats,  or 
fraud,  and  the  measure  taken  since  the  date  afore- 
said to  prevent,  defeat,  or  punish  such  fraudulent 
practices,  and  illegal  entries  upon  the  public  lands, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  pre- 
pare and  lay  before  this  house,  on  the  first  day  of 
the  next  session,  a statement  of  all  grants  and  do- 
nations of  public  lands,  or  of  the  proceeds  of  sales 
thereof,  to  the  states,  by  the  United  States,  distin- 
guishing the  amount  made  to  each,  and  the  purpo- 
ses and  considerations  upon  which  made;  and  ac- 
companying the  said  statement  with  an  estimate  of 
the  amount  to  which  each  state  would  be  entitled  of 
similar  grants  and  donations,  according  to  the  pro- 
portions specified  in  the  several  deeds  of  cession 
from  the  several  states  to  the  United  States. 

Secondly.  A statement  of  the  whole  quantity 
of  public  land  now  surveyed,  and  an  estimate  of 
the  quantity  unsurveyed — distinguishing  each,  and 
where  situated;  and  accompanying  the  same  with 
separate  plans  for  dividing  the  said  lands,  and  the 
proceeds  of  sales  thereof,  among  the  states,  in  the 
proportions  aforesaid,  on  such  conditions  as  to  the 
time  and  manner  of  division  and  sale,  graduation, 
reduction  of  price,  and  reservation  of  title  in  the 
United  States,  and  final  disposition,  as  may  be  best 
calculated  to  effect  the  objects  of  this  resolution,  in 
conformity  with  the  original  compacts  entered  into 
between  the  several  states  and  the  United  States  re- 
lating to  the  said  lands. 

Thirdly.  A plan  for  re-organizing  the  land  sys- 
tem on  such  principles  as  will  best  secure  the  public 
against  loss  from  illegal  entries,  frauds,  &c.  point- 
ing out  the  defects  or  advantages  of  the  present 
system,  more  particularly  in  reference  to  pre-emp- 
tion and  sales  at  public  auction:  and  in  general  sug- 
gestion such  alterations  as  experience  may  have 
shown  to  be  necessary. 

Mr.  Robertson  asked  for  the  suspension  of  the 
rules,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  move  to  consider 
these  resolutions  at  the  present  time,  and  asked  the 
yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered:  and  the  house 
refused  to  suspend  the  rules,  by  a vote  of  104  yeas 
to  70  nays.  And,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  of 
Massachusetts,  the  resolutions  were  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  McKay  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  he  asked  to  have  considered  at  this  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  select  committee  appointed  on 
the  memorial  of  F.  P.  Blair  be  authorized  to  send 
for  persons  and  papers. 

Mr.  Harlan  thought  this  too  late  a period  of  the 
session  to  give  a committee  power  to  send  foi  per- 
sons and  papers,  for  the  purpose  of  white-washing 
the  editor  of  the  Globe.  He  objected  to  the  consi- 
deration of  the  resolution  at  this  time. 

Mr.  Duncan  moved  to  suspend  the  rules,  in  order 
to  enable  the  house  to  consider  the  resolution.  Mr. 
Glascock  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were 
ordered;  and  the  house  decided  to  suspend  the  rules 
(requiring  a vote  of  two-thirds)  by  a vote  of  121 
yeas  and  51  nays. 

The  house  therefore  agreed  to  consider  the  reso- 
lution. 

Mr.  Dromgoole  said  that  if  the  mover  would  so 
modify  the  resolution  as  to  state  to  the  house  what 
witnesses  were  intended  to  be  examined,  he  would 
go  for  it.  He  could  not,  unless  this  was  done. 

Mr.  Harlan  moved  to  discharge  the  select  com- 
mittee from  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject. 
There  was  not  now  time  at  this  session  to  go  into 
the  proposed  investigation.  Other  and  more  im- 
portant business,  to  a very  great  amount,  was  upon 
the  table  waiting  for  consideration;  and  it  was  a 
preposterous  proposition  that  the  house  should  now 
spend  its  time  in  white-washing  Mr.  Blair,  so  as  to 
give  the  Globe  establishment  an  opportunity  of 
again  obtaining  the  public  printing.  He  then  mov- 
ed so  to  amend  the  resolution  as  to  discharge  the 
committee  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
subject. 

Mr.  Thomas  said  that  the  proposed  inquiries  are 
not,  by  the  resolution  already  referred  to  the  com- 
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mittee,  restricted  to  an  inquiry  into  the  manner  in 
which  the  editor  of  the  Globe  has  done  the  public 
printing,  but  all  others  who  have  done  it.  He  also 
stated  the  views  of  the  committee  in  asking  to  be 
clothed  with  this  power. 

Mr.  Boon  was  not  surprised  to  see  the  objection 
to  this  investigation  coming  from  the  quarter  of  the 
house  it  did.  He  thought  there  w’as  nothing  in  the 
objection  as  to  the  period  of  the  session.  He  hop- 
ed, when  the  question  should  be  taken,  it  would  be 
by  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Bynum  spoke  with  earnestness  and  zeal  in 
support  of  the  character  of  the  editor  of  the  Globe 
and  of  that  paper,  and  contended  that  a wish  to 
blacken  the  character  of  both  was  the  motive  of 
gentlemen  opposing  this  resolution,  far  more  than  a 
desire  to  white-wash  them  was  the  motive  of  those 
who  advocated  it. 

Mr.  Harlan  sent  to  the  chair  the  following  modi- 
fication of  his  admendinenl: 

“And  that  the  said  committee  be  instructed  fur- 
ther to  inquire  and  report  to  this  house  how  and  to 
whom  the  patronage  of  the  government  has  been 
paid  for  printing  and  for  the  publication  of  the  laws 
of  the  United  States;  what  editors  of  newspapers 
have  been  deprived  of  the  publication  of  the  laws, 
and  the  reasons  therefor,  and  the  correspondence  re- 
lating to  that  subject;  and  to  inquire  into  all  abuses, 
if  any,  which  have  arisen  under  the  existing  laws 
and  regulations  upon  the  subject  of  the  public 
printing  and  the  publication  of  the  laws;  and,  to  this 
end,  that  the  committee  have  leave  to  sit  during  the 
recess  of  congress.” 

Mr.  Stanly  "moved  (he  following  amendment  to 
the  amendment,  which  Mr.  Harlan  accepted  as  a 
further  modification  of  his  amendment: 

“And  that  said  committee  be  further  instructed 
to  inquire  by  what  authority  a large  number  of  ex- 
tra Glubes  were  folded  with  the  messages  which 
were  ordered  by  members  in  the  early  part  of  the 
session,  without  their  knowledge  and  consent,  and 
thus  transmitted  at  the  public  expense;  and  that 
they  also  inquire  under  what  arrangement  the  edi- 
tor of  the  Globe  had  the  exclusive  printing  of  said 
message,  and  was  thus  enabled  to  practise  such  de- 
vice.” 

Mr.  Duncan  wTent  at  length  into  a support  of  the 
resolution,  and  against  the  proposed  amendments, 
and  concluded  his  remarks  by  moving  the  previ- 
ous question.  Mr.  Mitchell  moved  to  lay  the  whole 
subject  on  the  table.  The  yeas  and  nays  being  or- 
dered, this  motion  was  rejected  by  a vote  of  yeas 
47,  nays  129.  On  seconding  the  call  for  the  previ- 
ous question:  Ayes  84,  noes  81.  So  there  was  a 
second.  On  ordering  the  main  question,  (the  yeas 
and  nays  being  ordered:)  Yeas  93,  nays  92.  So 
the  main  question  was  ordered  then  to  be  put,  and 
the  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

Before  the  call  for  the  resolutions  was  completed, 

Mr.  Briggs  moved  to  suspend  the  rules,  and  to 
make  an  order  to  take  up  the  sub-treasury  bill  im- 
mediately after  recess.  The  motion  prevailed. 

The  call  for  resolutions  was  then  continued  un- 
til the  hour  of  recess. 

Mr.  Bell  expressed  the  hope  that  there  would  be 
a common  understanding  that  the  sub-treasury  bill 
be  taken  out  of  committee  of  the  whole  to  night. 

And  then  the  house  took  the  usual  recess. 

EVENING  SESSION. 

The  sub-treasury  bill  being  again  under  conside- 
ration in  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Rhett,  of 
South  Carolina,  who  had  the  floor,  addressed  the 
committee  for  about  two  hours  in  support  of  the 
bill,  and  especially  in  reply  to  Mr.  Prentiss.  He 
went  a good  deal  into  the  question  of  what  was  a 
constitutional  currency,  denying  that  bank  notes 
W'ere  in  any  sense  money;  defended  the  consist- 
ency of  his  own  course,  as  being  founded  on  prin- 
ciple; and  then  went  into  a vindication  of  nullifi- 
cation and  the  nullifiers;  gloried  in  being  the  de- 
scendent  of  the  British  regicides  and  the  rebels  of 
the  revolution,  and  concluded  by  expressing  his 
approbation  of  the  bill  as  being  in  accordance  with 
the  political  principles  of  the  Jefferson  school. 
He  considered  the  question  as  being  substantially 
between  the  sub  treasury  and  a bank  of  the  United 
States,  but  would  prefer  the  latter,  if  this  could  not 
be  carried,  to  a combination  of  state  banks. 

As  soon  as  Mr.  Rhett  took  his  seat,  the  question 
was  loudly  demanded  from  all  quarters. 

It  was  accordingly  taken  by  tellers,  when  the 
vote  stood,  in  favor  of  striking  out  the  enacting 
clause  of  the  bill  92,  against  it  86. 

So  the  committee  agreed  to  strike  out  the  enact- 
ing clause. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  bill, 
with  Mr.  Garland’s  amendment,  viz.  to  strike  out 
the  enacting  clause. 

Mr.  Sherrod  Williams  immediately  moved  the 
previous  question;  whereupon,  Mr.  W'ise  moved  a 
call  of  the  house.  This  motion  prevailing,  the  roll 


was  then  called,  when  it  appeared  that  about  fifty 
members  were  absent.  [The  question  had  been 
taken  in  committee  of  the  whole  much  earlier  in 
the  day  than  had  been  generally  expected.]  The 
roll  having  been  gone  through,  absentees  were 
called,  and  the  doors  of  the  house  were  closed. 
Excuses  were  then  received,  and  a number  still  re- 
maining absent,  it  was  ordered  that  the  clerk  make 
out  a written  list  of  their  names,  and  that  the  offi- 
cers of  the  house  wait  upon  them  and  request  their 
attendance.  A good  deal  of  confusion  prevailed. 
Motions  were  made  to  suspend  the  call;  to  admit 
members  who  were  waiting  at  the  doors;  to  call 
over  the  absentees  again,  ike.  A number  of  mem- 
bers were  admitted,  when  Mr.  Sherrod  Williams 
moved  to  dispense  with  further  proceedings  in  the 
call. 

On  this  motion  Mr.  Lewis  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays.  Mr.  Williams  withdrew  the  motion. 
Mr.  Childs  renewed  it.  The  yeas  and  nays  were 
ordered,  and,  being  taken,  resulted  as  follows: 
yeas  117,  nays  J04.  So  the  call  was  suspended, 
and  the  doors  were  thrown  open.  [All  the  mem- 
bers were  now  in  attendance,  save  Mr.  Smith,  of 
Maine,  absent  on  leave,  and  Mr.  Bruyn  and  Mr. 
Jackson,  who  were  excused.] 

The  previous  question  having  been  moved,  as 
we  stated,  by  Mr.  Sherrod  Williams,  Mr.  Camp- 
bell, of  South  Carolina,  asked  him  to  withdraw  the 
motion.  He  observed  that,  on  so  important  a 
measure  as  this,  the  object  ought  to  be  truth,  not 
victory.  The  bill  contained  two  distinct  subjects, 
and  he  wished — the  Chair  said  all  debate  was  now 
out  of  order. 

Mr.  Williams  said  he  should  be  glad  to  accom- 
modate the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  by 
withdrawing  the  motion;  but,  if  he  should  do  so, 
the  gentleman  would  gain  nothing  by  it,  since  the 
the  question  would  instantly  recur  on  concurring 
with  the  committee  of  the  whole  in  their  reported 
amendment,  viz:  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause 
of  the  bill. 

The  Chair  then  proceeded  to  ascertain  whether 
the  demand  for  the  previous  question  was  second- 
ed, when  the  ayes  being  126,  the  noes  not  counted. 
So  there  was  a second. 

The  previous  question  being  now  put,  Messrs. 
Foster  and  Bronson  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
but  the  house  refused  to  order  them.  The  previ- 
ous question  was  cairied.  And  the  main  question 
being  on  the  engrossment  of  the  bill,  and  ordering 
it  to  its  third  reading,  Mr.  Reed  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays,  which  were  ordered;  and,  being  taken, 
stood  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Banks,  Beatty,  Beirne,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Boon, 
Bouldin,  Brodhead,  Bronson,  Buchanan,  Bynum, 
Cambreleng,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Cleveland,  Coles, 
Connor,  Craig,  Crary,  Cushman,  Davee,  DeGrafF, 
Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Elmore,  Farrington,  Fairfield, 
[.  Fletcher,  Fry,  Gallup,  Glascock,  Grant,  Gray, 
Griffin,  Haley,  Hammond,  Hamer,  Harrison,  Haw- 
kins, Haynes,  Holsey,  Holt,  Howard,  Hubley,  W. 
H.  Hunter,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  Ingham,  T.  B.  Jack- 
son,  J.  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  J.  W.  Jones,  Keim, 
Kemble,  Klngensmith,  Leadbetter,  Lewds,  Logan, 
Loomis,  Martin,  McKay,  Robert  McClellan,  Abra- 
ham McClellan,  McClure,  Miller,  Montgomery, 
Moore,  Morgan,  S.W.  Morris,  Murray,  Noble,  Ow- 
ens, Palmer,  Parker,  Parmenter,  Parris,  Paynter, 
Pennybacker,  Petriken,  Phelps,  Pickens,  Plumer, 
Potter,  Piatt,  J.  H.  Prentiss,  Reily,  Rhett,  Rich- 
ardson, Rives,  Sawyer,  Sheffer,  Sheplor,  Snyder, 
Spencer,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus,  Toucey,  Towns, 
Turney,  Vail,  Wagener,  Webster,  Weeks,  T.  T. 
Whittlesey,  J.  W.  Williams,  AVorthington,  Yell — 
111. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman 
Allen,  John  W.  Allen,  Aycrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond, 
Borden,  Briggs.  W.  B.  Calhoun,  J.  Calhoun,  _W.  B. 
Campbell,  J.  Campbell,  Carter.  Casey,  Chambers, 
Cheatham,  Childs,  Clark,  Coffin,  Corwin,  Crans- 
ton, Crockett,  Curtis,  Cushing,  Darlington,  Daw- 
son, Davies,  Deberry,  Dennis,  Dunn,  Edwards, 
Evans,  Everett,  Ewing,  R.  Fletcher,  Fillmore, 
Foster,  James  Garland,  Rice  Garland,  Goode, 
James  Graham,  Wm.  Graham,  Grantland,  Graves, 
Grennell,  Hall,  Halsted,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hastings, 
Hawes,  Henry,  Herod.  Hoffman,  Hopkins,  Jenifer, 
H.  Johnson,  AY.  C.  Johnson,  Kennedy,  Kilgore, 
Legare,  Lincoln,  Lyon,  Mallory,  Marvin,  J.  M 
Mason,  S.  Mason,  Maury,  May,  Maxwell,  McKen- 
nan,  Menefee,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Mitchell,  M. 
Morris,  C.  Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Patterson, 
Pearce,  Peck,  Phillips,  Pope,  Potts,  S.  S.  Prentiss, 
Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rencher,  Rfdgway,  Ro- 
binson, Ruinsey,  Russell,  Sergeant,  A.  H.  Shep- 
perd,  Charles  Shepard,  Shields,  Sibley,  Slade, 
Southgate,  Stanly,  Stuart,  Stone,  Stratton,  Talia- 
ferro, Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Underwood, 
Vanderveer,  A.  S.  White,  J.  White,  E.  Whittlesey, 


L.  Williams,  S.  Williams,  J.  L.  Williams,  C.  H. 
Williams,  Wise,  Word,  Yorke — 125. 

So  the  house  refused  to  order  the  bill  to  its  third 
reading,  thereby,  in  effect,  rejecting  the  bill. 

Mr.  Foster  made  a motion  to  reconsider  this  vote; 
but  before  any  vote  on  that  motion, 

The  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  June  26.  Mr  Adams  was  entitled  to 
the  floor  on  the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday 
morning;  but  yielded  it  at  the  request  of  the  follow- 
ing gentlemen: 

Mr.  Stone,  who  obtained  leave  to  offer  the  follow- 
ing, which  was  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  military  affairs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  in- 
creasing the  pay  of  the  volunteers  or  draughted 
militia-men  who  are  now,  or  may  hereafter  be  call- 
ed into  the  service  of  the  United  States.  Also 
those  who  are  or  may  hereafter  be  employed  by  the 
general  government  for  the  purpose  of  removing 
the  Cherokees  out  of  the  states  of  Georgia,  North 
Carolina,  Tennessee,  and  Alabama,  and  settling 
them  west  of  the  Mississippi,  as  well  as  those  vo- 
lunteers who  have  just  returned  home  from  Florida, 
or  who  rnay  hereafter  be  received  into  the  service 
of  the  United  States  for  either  of  the  foregoing 
purposes. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  who,  by  leave,  offer- 
ed the  following,  which  was  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reduc- 
ing the  fees  allowed  by  law  to  the  clerks,  marshals, 
and  district  attorneys  of  the  United  States  courts 
for  the  state  of  Louisiana,  so  as  to  correspond  with 
the  fees  allowed  for  similar  services  in  the  state 
courts  of  said  state. 

Mr.  Chapman , of  Alabama,  who  obtained  the 
printing  of  certain  amendments  to  senate  bill  enti- 
tled “An  act  providing  for  the  reduction  and  gradu- 
ation of  the  price  of  the  public  lands.” 

Mr.  Robertson  asked  to  offer  the  following: 
Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  rejiresentaiives 
of  the  United  States  of  America  in  congress  assem- 
bled, That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  directed 
to  take  such  measures  as  he  may  deem  necessary — 
First.  To  cause,  as  soon  as  may  be,  all  pay- 
ments of  public  dues  of  every  description,  and 
without  discrimination,  to  be  made  hereafter  in  the 
current  coin  of  the  United  States,  or  treasury  notes, 
or  the  notes  of  banks  situated  in  the  state,  territory, 
or  district,  wherein  such  dues  are  receivable,  and 
whose  notes  are  payable,  and  paid  on  demand,  in 
such  current  coin. 

Second.  To  cause  all  public  money,  as  early  as 
practicable  after  it  shall  be  received,  to  be  placed 
in  state  banks,  preferring  always,  where  such  can 
be  had,  those  which  are  depositories  of  the  state, 
territory,  or  district,  wherein  situated,  on  condition 
that  they  will  agree  for  reasonable  compensation, 
not  exceeding  one-eighth  of  one  per  cent,  to  re- 
ceive the  same  on  deposite,  not  to  be  used  by  them 
as  a basis,  or  fund  lor  discount,  or  otherwise,  nor 
mingled  with  other  funds;  to  keep  and  render  ac- 
counts, give  receipts,  or  certificates,  permit  inspec- 
tions and  examinations,  make  payments  and  trans- 
fers, and  give  collateral  security  for  the  safe-keep- 
ing thereof  in  such  manner  as  may  be  required  by 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  or  by  the  laws  of  the 
United  States;  provided  that  nothing  herein  con- 
tained shall  be  construed  to  compel  such  transfers  at 
the  expense  of  the  banks,  nor  to  authorize  trans- 
fers in  any  case,  except  where  the  public  service, 
or  the  safety  of  the  funds,  may  render  them  neces- 
sary. 

Third.  To  cause  all  notes  of  banks  remaining 
on  deposite,  at  the  end  of  every  two  months,  to  be 
converted  into  the  legal  coin  of  the  United  States, 
and  be  continued,  or  replaced  in  deposite  aforesaid, 
and  to  be  drawn  for  and  used,  so  far  as  the  public 
convenience  or  necessities  will  admit,  in  preference 
to  all  subsequently  accruing  revenue. 

Mr.  Robertson  said  that  the  grounds  which  in- 
duced him  to  submit  the  resolution,  were  these: 

It  substantially  destroys  all  connexion,  pecu- 
niary and  political,  betw  een  the  government  and 
the  banks.  It  secures  an  inflexible  adherence  to 
the  specie  standard,  and  as  near  an  approach  to  an 
exclusive  inetalic  currency  as  is  desirable,  or  prac- 
ticable, without  a total  interdict  of  every  other  kind 
of  currency. 

It  secures  the  public  as  far  as  possible  against 
losses  incident  to  the  continued  custody  of  public 
money  by  collectors. 

It  guards  against  excessive  issues  by  the  banks 
whose  notes  are  made  receivable,  by  requiring  that 
the  notes  paid  on  account  of  public  dues  shall  beb 
actually  converted,  at  short  intervals,  ir.to  specie, 
and  prohibiting  discounts  on  public  deposites. 

It  avoids  the  inconvenience  and  injury  that 
might  result  from  hoarding  specie,  by  requiring 
the  specie  to  be  first  disbursed;  and  it  cheeks  all 
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transfers  of  public  money,  except  when  the  public 
service,  or  the  safety  of  the  funds,  renders  them 
necessary. 

Mr.  Petrikin  said  he  was  against  letting  in 
through  the  window  that  which  could  not  enter  by 
the  dooi ; he  therefore  objected  to  the  offering  of 
the  resolution. 

Mr.  Robertson  moved  a suspension  of  the  rules, 
and  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays.  They  were  or- 
dered, and,  being  taken,  resulted,  yeas  70,  nays 
123.  So  leave  was  refused. 

Mr.  Garland,  who  had  not  been  in  the  house 
when  the  yeas  and  nays  were  calling,  asked  to  be 
permitted  to  record  his  vote,  which  would  have 
been  in  the  affirmative;  but  leave  was  refused. 

A similar  request  was  made  by  Mr.  Dromgoole, 
who  would  have  voted  in  the  negative;  but  this 
also  was  refused. 

Mr.  Adams  then  resumed  his  speech  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  annexation  of  Texas,  and  continued  to 
occupy  the  floor  till  the  expiration  of  the  morning 
hour. 

Mr.  Foster,  of  New  York,  now  rose  and  asked  to 
submit  a motion  for  the  re-consideration  of  the 
vote  of  yesterday  by  which  the  sub-treasury  bill 
was  rejected. 

After  some  conversation,  leave  was  granted. 

Mr.  Foster  remarked  that  he  did  not  rise  for  the 
purpose  of  inflicting  a speech  upon  the  house  in 
relation  to  ttie  subject  which  had  so  long  occupied 
the  time  and  attention  of  both  houses  of  congress, 
because  he  had  no  doubt  that  each  member  had  ful- 
ly formed  his  opinion  on  the  whole  subject,  and  be- 
cause the  time  of  the  house  was  too  precious  to  be 
wasted  by  further  discussion.  He  desired  merely 
to  state  the  objects  which  he  had  in  view  in  making 
the  motion  to  reconsider,  so  that  his  vote,  already 
given  against  the  engrossment,  and  the  one  which 
he  was  about  to  give,  might  not  be  the  subject  ol 
misconstruction;  and  even  this  he  would  not  now 
do,  had  an  opportunity  for  explanation  occurred 
yesterday.  He  would  say  that  the  vote  which  he 
yesterday  gave  was  a deliberate  one;  and  he  desired 
to  be  understood  that  his  motion  to  reconsider  was 
not  made  in  consequence  of  any  change  of  his 
opinion,  but  simply  that  he  might  have  an  opportu- 
nity now  (and  which  the  previous  question  yester- 
day prevented)  to  move  an  amendment  to  the  bill, 
to  make  it  conform  substantially  to  the  provisions 
of  the  bill  upon  the  saint1  subject  which  passed  the 
senate  some  months  since.  Such  an  amendment 
would  make  the  bill  acceptable  to  him.  But  even 
though  such  an  amendment  should  not  be  adopted, 
it  was  still  important  that  the  vote  should  be  recon- 
sidered, in  order  that  some  other  measure  for  the 
•collection,  sale-keeping,  and  disbursement  of  the 
public  revenue  might  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Briggs  now  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  re- 
consi  ler  on  the  table,  but  withdrew  it  at  the  request 
of  Mr.  Mallory,  of  Virginia,  who  promised  to  re- 
new it.  Mr.  M.  wished  the  floor  only  to  explain 
the  vote  he  had  given  against  the  bill.  He  was, 
personally,  heartily  in  its  favor;  but  the  opinion  of 
his  constituents  had  been  intimated  to  him  in  forms 
which  he  deemed  equivalent  to  instructions;  and  he 
had  therefore  voted  as  they  desired.  He  expressed 
a hope,  however,  of  being  able  to  persuade  them  to 
entertain  better  views,  and  that  he  should  hereafter 
have  an  opportunity  of  voting  for  such  a bill.  He 
renewed  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Wise  asked  Mr.  Briggs  to  consent  to  Mr. 
Mallory’s  withdrawing  the  motion;  to  which,  afier 
some  remarks  from  Mr.  Mason,  of  Ohio,  he  assent- 
ed. The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  having  been 
withdrawn, 

Mr.  Sherrod  Wiliams  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion. Mr.  Slade  moved  a call  of  the  house;  which 
was  ordered.  The  house  was  called,  and  after- 
ward the  absentees;  when  it  appeared  that  231 
members  w-ere  present.  Further  proceedings  in 
the  call  were  then  dispensed  with.  Mr.  Thomas,  of 
Maryland,  asked  Mr.  Williams  to  withdraw  his  mo- 
tion for  the  previous  question,  promising  to  renew’ 
it.  Mr  Williams  on  that  condition  assented. 

Mr.  Thomas  said  he  wished  to  explain  his  posi- 
tion. He  should  vote  against  the  reconsideration, 
although  he  approved  of  the  bill.  It  w’as  now  near 
the  close  of  the  session;  the  sense  of  the  house  had 
been  clearly  expressed;  and  he  had  seen  enough  to 
satisfy  him  that  this  bill,  under  no  circumstances, 
couid  become  a law.  The  house  was  divided  into 
two  parties — the  friends  and  the  opposition  ot  ihe 
administration.  Of  the  former.  Ill  had  voted  for 
the  bili;  and  about  the  same  number  had  vo’ed 
against  laying  on  the  table  the  senate’s  bill  for  the 
samp  general  object.  Yet  that  bill  had  been  laid 
on  the  fable,  twelve  of  the  friends  of  the  adminis- 
tration in  that  case  voting  with  the  opposition.  The 
same  thing  had  taken  place  now;  and  he  saw  noth- 
ing to  convince  him  that  the  senate’s  bill  could  suc- 
ceed much  better  than  this.  With  or  without  what 


was  called  the  specie  clause,  the  bill  could  not  be- 
come a law.  A decided  majority  of  the  house,  we 
all  know7,  is  hostile  aboto  the  special  deposite  plan. 
Under  these  circumstances,  it  was  useless  to  re- 
consider. The  only  course  left  wa3  to  appeal  to 
the  great  body  of  the  American  people,  who  would 
pass  upon  the  acts  of  their  representatives,  and 
whose  will  must  decide  the  question.  He  renewed 
the  motion  for  the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  put,  and 
carried;  and  the  main  question  on  reconsideration 
was  then  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  as  follows: 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Boon,  Bronson,  J.  Campbell, 
Chaney,  Davee,  Fairfield,  Foster,  Gallup,  Grant, 
Gray,  Hawkins,  Keira,  Kemble,  A.  McClellan, 
Miller,  Montgomery,  Morgan,  Parker,  Parmenter, 
Snyder.  Taylor — 21. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  H.  Allen, 
J.  W.  Allen,  Andrews,  Atherton,  Aycrigg,  Banks, 
Beatty,  Beirne,  Bell,  Bicknell,  Biddle,  Birdsall, 
Bond,  Borden,  Bouldin,  Briggs,  Bruyn,  Bucha- 
nan, Bynum,  Win.  B.  Calhoun,  J.  Calhoun,  Cam- 
breleng,  Wra.  B.  Campbell,  Carter,  Casey,  Cham- 
bers, Cheatham,  Childs,  Clark,  Cleveland,  Coffin, 
Coles,  Connor,  Corwin,  Craig,  Cranston,  Crockett, 
Curtis,  Cushing,  Cushman,  Darlington,  Dawson, 
Davies.  Deberry,  De  Gratf,  Dennis,  Dromgoole, 
Duncan,  Dunn,  Edwards,  Elmore,  Evans,  Everett, 
Ewing,  Farrington,  Richard  Fletcher,  Isaac  Fletch- 
er, Fillmore,  Fry,  James  Garland,  Rice  Garland, 
Glascock,  Goode,  J.  Graham.  Wm.  Graham  Grant- 
land,  Graves,  Grennell,  Griffin,  Haley,  Hall,  Hal- 
stead. Hammond.  Hamer,  Harlan,  Harrison.  Har- 
per, Hastings,  Hawes,  Haynes,  Henry,  Herod, 
Hoffman,  Holt,  Howard,  Hubley,  R.  M.  T.  Hun- 
ter. Ingham,  T.  B.  Jackson,  Jenifer,  H.  Johnson, 
J.  Johnson,  Wm.  C.  Johnson,  J.  W.  Jones,  Ken- 
nedy, Kilgore,  Klingensmith,  Legare,  Leadbetter, 
Lewis,  Lincoln,  Logan,  Lyon.  Marvin,  J.  M.  Ma- 
son, Samson  Mason,  Martin,  Maury,  May,  Max- 
well, R.  McClellan,  McClure,  McKennan,  Mene- 
fee,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Mitchell,  Moore,  M.  Mor- 
ris, S.  W.  Morris,  C.  Morris,  Naylor,  Noble, 
Noyes,  Ogle,  Owpns,  Parris,  Patterson,  Paynter, 
Pearce,  Peck,  Pennybacker,  Petrikin,  Phelps, 
Phillips.  Pickens,  Plumer,  Pope,  Potts,  Potter, 
Pratt,  J.  H.  Prentiss,  S.  S.  Prentiss,  Rariden, 
Randolph,  Reed,  Roily,  Rencher,  Rhett,  Richard- 
son, Ridgw’av,  Rives,  Robertson,  Robinson,  Rnm- 
sey,  Russell,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Sheffer,  A.  H. 
Sheppprd,  C.  Shepard,  Shields,  Sheplor,  Sibley, 
Slade,  Southgate,  Spencer,  Stanly,  Stuart,  Stone, 
Stratton,  Taliaferro,  Thomas,  Thompson,  Tilling- 
hast,  Titus,  Tcland,  Toucey,  Towns,  Turney, 
Underwood,  Vail,  Vanderveer,  Wagoner,  Webster, 
Weeks,  A.  S.  White,  J.  White,  E.  Whittlesey, 
T.  T.  Whittlesey,  L.  Williams,  S.  Williams,  J. 
W.  Williams,  j.  L.  Williams,  C.  H.  Williams, 
Wise,  Word,  Worthington,  Yell,  Yorke — 202. 

So  the  house  refused  to  reconsider. 

Mr.  Bovldin  said  that  he  had  been  waiting  for 
several  days,  w’ith  the  most  perfect  confidence  in 
the  justice  of  the  house,  for  a favorable  moment, 
when  he  should  find  himself  and  the  house  in  a 
good  hutnor,  to  make  a motion  to  the  house  to  pay 
the  time  they  had  taken  from  him,  which  was  de- 
voted to  the  business  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 
They  had  given  him  but  half  a day,  and  had  taken 
half  that  from  him,  and  he  had  no  doubt  that,  at 
some  suitable  period,  they  would  return  to  him  that 
time.  Short  as  it  was,  he  would  ask  no  more;  but 
would  only  ask  for  the  balance  of  the  evening  after 
the  recess  for  the  District  business. 

He  did  not  suppose  it  would  take  the  whole  even- 
ing. There  were  but  few  bills  or  matters  of  any 
Kind  relating  to  the  District,  and  he  had  no  idea 
that  they  would  take  up  much  of  the  time  of  the 
house.  He  would  not  occupy  half  the  evening, 
unless  other  gentlemen  compelled  him.  He  said  he 
would  accept  any  other  time  that  might  be  more 
agreeable  to  the  house,  if  any  gentleman  would 
name  it.  He  moved  a suspension  of  the  rules  to 
make  that  motion. 

The  motion  ofMr.  B.  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Kennedy  called  up  his  resolution  for  the  em- 
ployment of  the  banks  under  ceitain  conditions,  as 
depositories  of  the  public  moneys,  and  moved  that 
its  consideration  be  made  the  order  of  the  day  lor 
12  o’clock  to-morrow. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded  on  this  mo- 
tion; and,  being  taken,  stood  as  follows:  Yeas  94, 
nays  110.  So  the  motion  was  rejected. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  a communica- 
tion from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  answer 
to  the  resolution  of  the  house  of  the  ilth  instant, 
requiring  a report  from  the  secretaries  of  state, 
war,  navv,  and  treasury,  of  wha*  architectural  plans 
and  drawings  have  been  prepared  under  the  order, 
and  for  the  use,  of  their  departments,  respectively, 
since  the  4th  July,  1836,  in  relation  to  the  light- 
houses. 


Mr.  Sergeant  made  an  effort  to  go  into  commit- 
tee on  the  harbor  bill,  but  without  success. 

The  senate’s  amendments  to  several  bills  were 
read  and  agreed  to. 

Several  senate  bills  were  read,  and  referred. 

The  Chair  now  proclaimed  the  orders  of  Ihe  day, 
when  immediately  many  members  rose,  pressing 
the  bills  in  which  they  felt  a peculiar  interest. 

Mr.  Sergeant  moved  to  go  into  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union;  which  motion  pre- 
vailed, and  the.  house  went  into  committee  accor- 
dingly, (Mr.  Potter,  of  Pennsylvania,  in  Ihe  chair.) 

Mr.  Harrison  pressed  for  the  army  bill. 

Mr.  Sergeant  moved  that  the  committee  fake  up 
the  harbor  improvement  bill. 

Mr.  Shields  moved  a bill,  (not  heard.) 

The  queslion  being  put,  the  committee  decided 
(ayes  88,  noes  69)  to  take  up  the  army  bill. 

The  bill  was  read  through  at  the  clerk’s  table. 

Mr.  McKay  moved  to  lay  aside  the  bill  until  to- 
morrow, to  allow  time  for  another  meeting  of  the 
military  committee,  to  decide  on  certain  amend- 
ments rendered  proper  by  the  altered  state  of  the 
frontier;  but,  after  a desultory  conversation,  in 
which  Mr.  Cambreleng  and  Mr.  Yell  participated, 
he  withdrew  the  motion. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  military  com- 
mittee were  then  read. 

Mr.  Bell  moved  to  lay  the  bill  aside  for  the  pre- 
sent. 

Mr.  Bronson  moved  that  the  committee  rise.  He 
wanted  to  know  what  the  amendments  might  be 
which  the  military  committee  should  agree  to  re- 
commend. 

Mr.  Bell  hoped  the  bill  would  be  laid  aside,  and 
another  taken  up. 

The  question  was  taken  on  rising,  and  lost, 
ayes  38. 

Mr.  Mercer  suggested  that  three  regiments  of  in- 
fantry be  authorized  in  lieu  of  the  2d  regiment  of 
dragoons,  as  they  would  be  proportionably  more 
serviceable  for  the  national  defence,  and  yet  cost  no 
more  than  the  single  regiment  of  dragoons. 

Mr  Kemble  moved  an  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment of  the  military  committee;  and  Mr.  Bronson 
had  another  read,  which  could  not  now  be  ottered. 

When,  after  some  remarks  of  Mr.  Grennell,  in 
favor  of  having  the  bill  laid  aside,  and  in  defence  of  j 
the  military  committee  from  some  pretty  severe  re- 
marks of  Mr.  Yell,  the  morning  session  expired. 

EVENING  SESSION. 

Mr.  McKay  proceeded  (at  halt  past  3 o’clock  P. 
M.)  in  support  of  the  amendments  pending  to  the  j 
army  bill  when  the  house  took  a recess.  He  had 
proceded  but  a little  way,  when  Mr.  Thompson  in- 
terrupted him,  and  suggested  that  there  should  be  a 
call  of  the  house,  there  evidently  being  no  quorum 
present. 

The  Chairman,  ascertaining  this  fact,  vacated  the 
chair,  and  reported  it  to  the  house. 

Mr.  Thompson  moved  a call  of  the  house,  and  ex- 
pressed the  hope  that  the  attendance  of  members 
would  be  coerced.  The  yeas  and  nays,  being  asked 
on  this  motion,  were  ordered,  ami  the  house  decided  | 
that  there  should  be  a cal)  thereof,  by  a vote  of  86 
to  24.  (It  was  now  10  minutes  past  4 o’clock.) 
Before  the  call  w as  completed,  a motion  was  made, 
and  prevailed,  to  suspend  further  proceedings  on 
the  same;  and,  a quorum  appearing,  the  house  again 
went  into  committee  of  the  whole,  and  resumed  the  I 
consideration  of  the  army  bill,  Mr.  McKay  resum- 
ing and  going  on  w ith  his  remarks. 

Mr.  Kemble  followed  in  some  interesting  state- 
ments as  to  the  expediency  of  increasing  the  north- 
ern and  eastern  defences  of  the  countrv.  His  re- 
marks will  be  hereafter  given.  He  w’as  followed  by 
Mr.  Bronson,  who,  to  give  time  to  the  military7  com- 
mittee to  prepare  and  propose  amendments  which  j 
they  intend  to  suggest  to  the  bill,  moved  that  the 
committee  rise,  which  motion  prevailed. 

A mass  of  bills  from  the  senate  were  put  under 
w7ay  by  a first  and  second  reading,  and  appropriate 
reterences.  Before  they  were  all  thus  disposed  of, 
Mr.  Evans  moved  an  adjournment  of  the  house, 

(it  being  quarter  before  7 o’clock,)  on  w hich  the 
votes  were:  Ayes  78,  noes  49.  So  the  house  ad- 
journed. 

'Wednesday,  June  27.  Mr.  Howard  offered  the 
following  resolution,  which  was  agre  d to: 

Resolved,  That  the  commissionerof  public  build- 
ings be  directed  to  ascertain  the  plan,  cost,  and  ad- 
vantages of  the  mode  proposed  for  ventilating  the 
new  parliament  house  in  London,  and  report  the 
same  to  this  house  at  the  next  session  of  congress, 
together  with  his  opinion  of  its  applicability  to  the 
hall  of  the  house  of  representatives. 

The  unfinished  business  being  the  Texas  ques- 
tion, and  Mr.  Adams  having  the  floor  upon  that 
question,  Mr.  Gray  moved  that  the  rules  ot  the 
house  be  suspended  in  order  to  enable  him  to  offer 
a motion  with  regard  to  the  disposition  of  a bill 
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from  the  senate.  Mr.  Rives  hoped  that  the  motion 
would  be  modified  so  as  to  enable  all  reports  of 
committees  to  be  received.  Mr.  Gray  accepted 
that  modification. 

Mr.  Adams , who  had  yielded  the  floor,  remon- 
strated against  this  change  of  Mr.  Gray’s  motion. 
He  had  been  very  much  disposed  to  accommodate 
members  who  had  business  before  the  house,  and 
who  had  uniformly  given  way  whenever  he  had 
been  desired  to  do  so.  Mr.  Gray  then  withdrew 
the  modification,  and  offered  his  original  motion,  to 
refer  the  senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard  T. 
Banks,  of  the  state  of  Arkansas,  to  the  committee 
on  Indian  affairs.  Mr.  Harlan,  on  account  of 
whose  objection  the  motion  to  suspend  had  been 
offered,  withdrew  his  objection,  and  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Gray  prevailed.  Mr.  Craig  then  proposed  that 
the  committees  be  called  for  reports.  Mr.  Adams 
said  that  he  was  willing  to  yield  the  floor  for  that 
purpose,  but  without  conceding  it  entirely.  If  the 
object  was  to  deprive  him  of  the  opportunity  of 
finishing  his  remarks  upon  the  annexation  of  Texas, 
he  could  not  consent  to  it.  Mr.  Craig  disavowed 
any  such  wish.  Mr.  Adams  then  yielded  the  floor, 
ami  the  house  proceeded  to  receive  and  dispose  of 
reports  of  committees.  A large  number  were  pre- 
sented and  disposed  of,  among  which  were  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Mr.  Cushing,  from  the  committee  on  foreign  af- 
fairs, reported,  without  amendment,  senate  bill  for 
the  settlement  of  the  claim  of  the  executrix  of 
Richard  W.  Meade. 

Mr.  Mercer,  from  the  committee  on  roads  and 
canals,  reported  a bill  for  the  completion  of  the 
Cumberland  road  cast  ol  the  state  ol  Ohio;  which  bill 
was  accompanied  by  a resolution  that  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  roads  and  the  canals,  at  the 
second  session  of  last  congress,  on  the  construction 
of  a bridge  across  the  Ohio  river,  at  Wheeling,  ac- 
companied by  the  communication  of  the  secretary 
oh  war  of  the  2d  inst.  on  the  same  subject,  along 
with  a reduced  map  of  the  plan  of  the  bridge,  be 
printed  under  the  direction  of  the  engineer  corps; 
and  that  one  hundred  extra  copies  thereof  be  print- 
ed and  placed  at  his  disposal  for  the  use  of  that 
corps. 

This  resolution  was  concurred  in  by  the  house. 

Mr.  Mercer,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
the  following  resolution;  which  was  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  be  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  secre- 
tary of  war  to  the  house  of  representatives  of  the 
survey  from  the  southern  debauche  of  the  Dismal 
Swamp  canal  to  Winyaw  bay,  in  South  Carolina, 

■ and  that  the  said  report  be  printed. 

Mr.  Mercer  also  made  a report  upon  the  subject 
of  a canal  around  the  Muscle  Shoals  of  the  river 
Tennessee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ewing, 

Resolved,  That  the  usual  number  of  the  follow- 
ing named  parts  of  the  report  of  the  secretary  of 
war,  presented  to  the  house  on  the  22d  instant,  in 
relation  to  pensioners,  pension  agents,  and  payment 
of  pensions,  be,  with  the  resolution  of  inquiry  of 
26th  March,  calling  tor  the  same,  printed  for  this 
housp,  viz: 

The  names  of  pensioners  who  have  died  or  been 
dropped  from  the  rolls  since  August,  1834. 

Names  of  pensioners  who  have  been  added  to  the 
roll  of  each  agency  since  August,  1834. 

Statement  No.  1.  Showing  the  aggregate  num- 
ber of  each  denomination  of  pensioners  payable  at 
the  several  agencies;  the  aggregate  amount  of  mo- 
ney required  to  make  payment,  and  the  names  of 
agents  and  dates  of  appointment. 

2d.  A letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
and  the  note  of  the  committee,  declining  to  print 
the  statement  therein  alluded  to. 

3d.  A report  of  the  third  auditor,  showing  the 
unexpended  balances  of  public  money  in  the  hands 
of  agents. 

Mr.  Mercer  from  the  committee  on  roads  and 
canals,  reported  a bill  to  authorize  the  consiruction 
of  a road  through  the  lands  of  the  United  States  at 
Harper’s  Ferry. 

Mr.  Pearce,  from  the  select  committee  to  which 
was  refered  the  petilion  of  Thomas  Coyle,  relative 
to  his  newly  invented  “American  cement,”  repor- 
ted in  favor  of  an  appropriation  of  $1  50,  by  an 
amendment  to  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
repairs,  tk.c.  to  the  public  buildings  and  grounds, 
for  the  purpose  of  testing  the  said  cement. 

Mr.  Holt,  from  the  select  committee,  reported  a 
joint  resolution  for  the  erection  of  a monument  to 
the  memory  of  captain  Nathan  Hale. 

Mr.  J.  IV.  Jones,  from  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  reported  a bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
owners,  officers,  and  crew  of  the  armed  brig  War- 
rior. 

Mr.  Sergeant,  from  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means  reported  against  the  petition  of  citizens  of 


New  Hampshire,  for  an  appropriation  lor  the  open- 
ing of  the  channel  of  the  Cocheco  branch  ol  the 
Piscataqua  river  leading  into  the  harbor  of  Dover. 

Mr.  Shields,  from  the  committee  on  public  lands, 
reported  against  the  resolution  of  the  house  of  19th 
February  last,  relative  to  the  lands  (or  the  officers 
and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  state  line  of  the  revo- 
lution. 

Mr.  Lincoln,  from  the  committee  on  public  lands, 
reported  against  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Ohio,  for  a donation  of  land  for  the  endowment  of 
the  Sylvania  Academy. 

Mr.  Montgomery,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported against  the  petition  of  citizens  of  Hamp- 
shire, Virginia,  for  relief  from  the  oppression  of 
the  postmaster  general  and  his  contractors. 

Mr.  Chapman,  from  the  committee  on  the  pub- 
lic lands,  reported,  without  amendment,  senate 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Alabama,  Florida,  and 
Georgia  railroad  company. 

Also,  with  amendments,  senate  bill  for  the  relief 
of  certain  settlers  on  the  public  lands,  who  were 
deprived  of  the  benefits  of  the  act  granting  pre- 
emption rights,  which  was  approved  on  the  19th 
June,  1834;  the  consideration  of  which  bill  was 
postponed  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Yell,  from  the  same  committee,  reported, 
without  amendment,  senate  hill  to  authorize  the 
location  of  the  pre-emption  certificates,  given  by 
the  register  of  the  land  offbeat  Batesville.  in  Ar- 
kansas, under  the  act  of  the  26th  May,  1S24,  on 
any  of  the  public  lauds  tor  sale  in  the  state  of  Ar- 
kansas. 

Mr.  Harlan  reported,  with  amendments,  senate 
bill  to  confirm  certain  entries  of  public  lands  per- 
mitted to  be  made  by  the  registers  and  receivers  of 
land  districts,  under  the  belief  that  the  tracts  had 
been  offered  at  public  sale;  the  said  amendments 
were  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a 
third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Harlan,  from  the  committee  on  private  land 
claims,  reported,  with  amendments,  senate  bill  to 
confirm  certain  purchases  of  the  public  lands,  un- 
der the  act  of  the  19th  June,  1834. 

Mr.  Bell,  from  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs, 
reported,  with  amendments,  senate  bill,  entitled 
an  act  supplementary  to  an  act  entitled  an  act  to 
amend  an  act  for  the  appointment  of  commission- 
ers to  adjust  the  claims  to  reservations  of  land  un- 
der the  14th  article  of  the  treaty  of  1830,  with  the 
Cherokee  Indians. 

On  molion  of  Mr.  Thomas, 

Resolved.,  That  the  resolution  of  the  house, 
adopted  on  the  28th  of  May  ultimo,  “requiring” 
the  judiciary  committee  to  report  on  certain  reso- 
lutions and  petitions,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
rescinded. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  committee  on  the  judi- 
ciary, reported  a bill  fixing  the  times  and  places  of 
holding  the  district  courts  for  the  northern  district 
of  New  York. 

Mr.  Lincoln,  from  the  committeeon  public  build 
ings,  reported  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  public  build- 
ings, under  the  direction,  and  upon  a plan  to  be 
previously  approved  by  the  speaker,  cause  the  hall 
of  the  house  of  representatives  to  be  altered  during 
the  recess  of  Congress,  by  changing  the  position  of 
the  speaker’s  chair  and  clerk’s  table  to  the  opposite 
side  of  the  hall,  and  reversing  the  location  of  the 
desks  of  the  members,  elevating  and  conforming 
the  floor  to  such  order  of  arrangement,  so  as,  in 
the  general  design,  to  restore  the  arrangement  of 
the  chair  ami  seats  of  the  members  to  the  state  in 
which  they  existed  previous  to  the  alteration  au- 
thorized by  the  house  of  representatives  in  the  first 
session  of  the  22d  congress,  and  that  the  expense 
be  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  thought  the  chair  of  the  speaker 
ought  to  be  at  the  opposite  end  of  the  hall,  where 
it  used  to  be.  He  also  expressed  the  opinion  that 
the  floor  should  be  level.  As  to  hearing,  he  found 
no  such  greai  difficulty  on  this  score. 

Mr.  Sergeant  disagreed  w ith  some  of  these  views. 
He  was  of  opinion  that  a change  like  that  recom- 
mended by  the  committee  should  take  place. 

Mr.  Harlan  moved  the  previous  question;  which 
was  seconded,  put,  and  the  main  question  ordered, 
on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution.  And  the  resolu- 
tion was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Adams,  the  bills  before  the 
house  on  the  subject  of  the  remission  of  duties  on 
the  importation  of  iron  for  iron  steamboats  were 
made  the  special  order  for  one  hour  after  recess,  on 
Saturday  next. 

Mr.  Ingham,  asked  leave  to  move  that  next  Mon- 
day be  specially  devoted  to  the  consideration  of  bills 
reported  from  the  committee  on  naval  affairs'.  Mr. 
Cambreleng  said  that  there  were  several  important 
appropriation  bills  yet  to  be  acted  on.  He  hoped 
there  would  be  no  special  orders.  Mr.  Ingham  in- 


sisting, Mr.  Petrikin  entered  an  objection  to  the  re- 
quest for  leave;  and  Mr.  Ingham,  stating  the  great 
importance  of  the  business  which  he  wished  to  have 
considered,  moved  a suspension  of  the  rules.  The 
motion  to  suspend  was  lost — 79,  to  48. 

Mr.  Tillinghasl  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  pre- 
sent the  petilion  of  Benjamin  Wright,  of  Foster, 
Rhode  Island,  praying  compensation  for  loss  by  de- 
preciation  of  paper  money;  which  was  received, 
and  referred  to  the  committee  on  revolutionary 
claims.  Mr.  Adams  and  Mr.  Lyon  also  had  leave 
to  oiler  certain  petitions. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  committee  on  the  judicia- 
ry, moved  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  resolution  directing  Ihesaid  com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  the  failure  of 
the  lastterm  of  the  circuit  court  ol  the  United  States 
for  the  state  of  Louisiana;  and  into  the  conduct  of 
the  United  States  district  judge  lor  said  state,  for 
attempting  to  remove  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  and 
district  courts  without  cause,  on  the  ground  that 
there  was  not  sufficient  time  before  the  close  of  the 
session  to  obtain  testimony  w ith  respect  to  the  sub- 
jects ol  inquiry;  and  the  committee  was  discharg- 
ed accordingly. 

The  army  hill  was  then  resumed,  in  committee  of 
the  whole,  and  it  was  defended  at  length  by  Mr. 
Bronson,  of  New  York. 

EVENING  SESSION. 

The  senate’s  bill  for  increasing  the  military  es- 
tablishment, being  the  unfinished  business  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole — 

Mr.  Bronson  resumed  and  concluded  his  remarks 
in  support  of  the  bill. 

The  question  being  on  the  first  amendment  pro- 
posidby  the  committee  on  military  aflairs,  Mr. 
Fillmore  made  an  inquiry  as  to  the  reason  why  new 
companies  of  artillery  were  proposed  to  be  formed 
instead  of  retaining  the  present  number  of  compa- 
nies, and  increasing  t lie  number  of  men?  Mr. 
McKay  explained.  Mr.  Harrison  objected  to  the 
provisions  in  the  committee’s  amendment  as  being 
utterly  inefficient  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  country  ; 
and  so  strongly  was  hp  opposed  to  the  adoption  of 
the  amendment,  that,  to  prevent  it,  he  should  avail 
himself  of  there  bping  no  quorum  present  to  move 
for  the  rising  of  the  committee.  Mr.  Mason  dis- 
suaded him  from  this  course,  as  the  vote  in  commit- 
tee was  not  final.  A quorum  would  soon  be  in  at- 
tendance. Mr  Harrison  then  made  some  further 
remarks  to  show  how  insufficient  the  proposed  force 
was  (or  the  protection  of'  the  western  frontier. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  amendment  re- 
ported by  the  military  committee,  (the  general  ef- 
fect of  which  is  to  reduce  the  quantum  of  addition- 
al force  proposed  by  the  senate,)  the  said  amend- 
ments were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  McKay  now  moved  a second  amendment, 
proposing  the  organization  of  an  additional  regi- 
ment of  infantry . Mr.  Harrison  moved  to  amend 
the  amendment  by  adding  also  a regiment  of  rifle- 
men. He  made  some  remarks  on  the  efficiency  of 
such  a corps,  and  especially  on  its  adaptation  to  In- 
dian warfare.  He  referred,  as  an  illustration,  to  the 
service  performed  during  the  revolution  by  Morgan’s 
riflemen,  and  during  the  last  war  by  Forsyth’s  rifle 
corps.  Mr.  McKay  admitted  the  correctness  of  this 
statement,  but  opposed  the  amendment  because  the 
bill  already  contained  a provision  empowering  the 
president,  at  his  discretion,  to  convert  one  legiment 
of  infantry,  or  of  artillery,  into  a rpgiment  of  rifle- 
men. Mr.  Harrison  thought  that  provision  did  not 
meet  the  necessity  of  the  case.  Corps  of  that  de- 
scription would  be  unskilled  in  the  use  of  the  rifle, 
and  unpractised  in  the  duty  of  a rifle  corps.  He 
was  opposed  to  lodging  too  much  discretionary 
powmr  in  the  executive,  as  being  dangerous  and 
pernicious.  Mr.  Crary  inquired  whether  there  were 
any  rifle  companies  or  light  infantry  at  present  in 
the  army?  Mr.  McKay  replying  in  the  negative, 
Mr.  Crary  supported  the  amendment  proposed  by 
Mr.  Harrison  as  necessary  and  proper.  Mr.  Gren- 
nell  replied  and  supported  the  position  taken  by  Mr. 
McKay  in  opposition  to  the  amendment,  as  render- 
ed unnecessary  by  the  provisions  of  the  hill. 

Mr.  W.  Thompson  expressed  his  willingness  to 
vote  for  such  an  increase  of  the  army  as  he  deemed 
necessary  tor  the  protection  of  the  western  frontier. 
He  was  opposed  to  any  increase  of  officers,  save  in 
(he  ordnance  department.  He  advocated  the  em- 
ployment of  riflemen  and  mounted  rangers  as  the 
best  troops  to  contend  with  Indians;  and  explained 
his  plan  for  augmenting  the  rank  and  flip,  so  as  to 
give,  in  all,  an  increase  of  2,500  men.  He  was  op- 
posed to  having  a general -in -chief  residing  at  Wash- 
ington, but  would  have  the  army  in  two  divisions, 
a major  general  at  the  head  of  each,  and  these  ac- 
countable immediately  to  the  war  department  and 
the  president. 

Mr.  Pope  approved  this  plan, and  thought  it  would 
unite  the  votes  of  the  house.  He  was  in  favor  of 
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establishing  a line  of  posts  on  the  western  frontier, 
but  did  not  think  any  additional  regiment  was  ne- 
cessary for  the  northern  boundary  of  the  union. 
He  was  for  relying,  in  an  emergency,  on  the  militia 
and  volunteer  corps.  Mr.  Bronson  explained.  He 
had  not  wished  troops  on  the  northern  frontier  to 
defend  the  inhabitants  against  the  British.  Mr. 
Wise  inquired  whether  they  were  to  protect  the 
British  against  our  own  people?  Mr.  Bronson  re- 
plied in  the  negative;  but  only  to  keep  up  the  na- 
tional police,  and  enforce  the.  observance  of  pacific 
conduct  toward  our  neighbors. 

Mr.  Pope  gave  a number  of  statements  to  show 
the  efficiency  of  militia  and  volunteers,  as  the  best 
troops  to  fight  the  Indians.  He  commented  with 
3ome  severity  on  the  expense  and  indulgence  of 
our  modern  troops,  in  contrast  with  those  who  had 
settled  the  wilderness;  in  the  use  of  umbrellas, 
porter,  champaigns,  &c.  In  former  times,  each 
man  found  his  own  musket  or  rifle,  his  ammunition, 
horse,  &c.  He  was  opposed  to  increasing  a stand- 
ing army,  and  ridiculed  the  employment  of  Euro- 
pean tactics  against  Indians. 

M'\  Mercer  reminded  the  house  that  the  amend- 
ments suggested  by  Mr.  Thompson  were  not  now 
before  the'house,  but  only  the  proposition  of  Mr. 
Harrison  for  a rifle  regiment.  He  approved  of  the 
raising  of  such  a corpse  as  highly  efficient  in  the 
defence  of  a frontier  exposed  to  the  attacks  of  In- 
dians. He  suggested  the  propriety  of  a line  of  posts, 
at  65,  or  75,  or  101)  miles’  distance  from  each  other, 
with  stockades  and  blockhouses,  to  which  the  wo- 
men and  children  might  flee  for  protection  in  case 
of  hostilities  on  the  frontier;  and  the  employment 
of  mounted  men,  with  videttes  to  give  the  alarm 
anl  convey  the  intelligence  of  any  inroad,  &c. 

As  to  the  northern  frontier,  the  excesses  there 
were  not  to  bo  repressed  by  an  armed  force,  but  by 
the  moral  force  of  the  character  of  the  commander. 
It  was  easy,  he  argued,  to  convert  troops,  once 
well  drilled  as  infantry,  either  into  riflemen  or  light 
infantry,  by  a few  days’  discipline,  &c. 

Mr.  Reed  thought  that  the  necessary  garrisons 
for  the  frontier  might  all  be  spared,  in  time  of  peace, 
from  the  forts  on  the  seaboard,  and  let  their  place 
be  supplied  by  a few  skilful  artificers,  who  would 
keep  the  arms  and  fortifications  in  order.  He  was 
for  the  smallest  practicable  increase  of  a standing 
army  in  time  of  peace.  Mr.  Williams , of  North 
Carolina,  suggested  a doubt  whether  the  vote  by 
which  the  first  amendment  of  the  military  commit- 
tee had  been  adopted  could  be  regarded  as  a deci- 
sion by  the  committee,  no  quorum  having  then  been 
present. 

This  objection  was  overruled  by  the  Chair,  as  no 
count  had  baen  taken,  nor  any  objection  made  at 
the  time,  and  so  non  constat  but  there  was  a quorum. 

Mr.  McKay  further  explained.  The  amendment 
moved  by  him  by  instruction  of  a majority  of  the 
military  committee  was  no  favorite  of  his.  He 
should  prefer  raising  the  existing  companies  to 
eighty  men  each,  and  giving  the  president  discre- 
tionary power  to  increase  them,  when  necessary,  to 
one  hundred.  [Mr.  Wise  now  took  the  floor  in  a 
general  speech  (to  be  fully  reported  hereafter) 
against  the  whole  bill,  which  he  denounced  as  an 
executive  measure,  dangerous  to  the  liberty,  and 
akin  to  the  increase  of  the  Pratorian  bands  by  Au- 
gustus and  Tiberius.] 

Mr.  Yell,  of  Arkansas,  followed  in  a speech  of 
considerable  length,  in  which  he  insisted  on  the  ne- 
cessity of  an  increase  of  the  army  to  meet  the  dan- 
gers to  our  western  population,  which  had  been 
created  by  the  act  of  the  government  itself,  in  re- 
moving so  great  a body  of  Indians,  and  congrega- 
ting them  on  the  borders  of  Arkansas  and  Missouri. 
He° gave  reasons  why  he  did  not  go  for  the  whole 
increase  proposed  by  the  senate’s  bill,  although 
such  might  be  the  wish  of  his  peopte;  ha  trusted  to 
convince  them  that  a smaller  force  would  be  ade- 
quate. But,  unless  this  were  to  be  given,  he  hoped 
all  garrisons  would  be  removed,  and  the  western 
people  left  to  defend  themselves. 

Mr.  Jenifer  was  strongly  in  favor  of  increasing 
the  army  so  far  as  might  be  necessary  to  protect 
our  citizens  against  the  threatened  dangers  of  an  In- 
dian war;  but  was  for  leaving  the  disposition  of  the 
force,  and  the  whole  regulation  of  the  plan  of  de- 
fence to  the  appropriate  department. 

Mr.  Bell,  alter  expressing  his  belief  that  it  would 
be  impracticable  to  dispose  of  the  bill  without  one 
more  day’s  discussion  in  committee,  moved  that  the 
committee  rise.  Mr.  McKay  remonstrated;  but  the 
motion  prevailed:  Ayes  64,  noes  56.  So  the  com- 
mittee rose  and  repotted  progress;  and  then  the 
the  house  adjourned. 

Thursday,  June  23.  After  making  some  correc- 
tion of  the  journal,  Mr.  Adams,  who  was  entitled  to 
the  floor,  yielded  it  to  accommodate  Mr.  Toland, who 
offered  a resolution  to  amend  the  standing  jointrules 
of  proceeding  by  adding  thereto  the  following; 


That,  after  six  day3  from  the  commencement  of 
a second  or  subsequent  session  (except  the  final  ses- 
sion) of  any  congress,  all  Dills  and  joint  resolu- 
tions which  shall  have  passed  in  or.e  house,  and 
which  remain  undetermined  in  the  other,  shall  be 
resumed  and  acted  on  as  if  an  adjournment  had  not 
taken  place. 

This  motion  lies  one  day. 

Mr.  Randolph  and  Mr.  Taylor  reported  certain 
senate  bills. 

Mr.  Adams  then  proceeded  in  support  of  his 
amendment  to  the  Texas  report,  &e.  until  the  ex- 
piration of  the  hour.  Mr.  Kilgore  moved  to  sus- 
pend the  rules  to  call  up  his  resolution  to  repeal 
the  small-note  section  of  the  act  of  1836.  The  yeas 
and  nays  were  taken  on  this  resolution,  and  re- 
sulted: Yeas  101,  nays  81 — (not  two-thirds.)  So 
the  rules  were  not  suspended. 

Mr.  Readier  obtained  leave  to  offer  the  follow- 


ing: 


Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authorizing  a tem- 
porary investment  of  the  Smithsonian  legacy  as 
soon  as  it  shall  be  received  by  the  president  of  the 
United  States. 

Tne  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Calhoun  moved  a reconsideration  of  the  vote 
ot  yesterday  adopting  the  following  resolution: 

“ Resolved , That  the  resolution  of  the  house 
adopted  on  the  23th  of  May  ultimo,  ‘requiring’  the 
judiciary  committee  to  report  on  certain  resolu- 
tions and  petitions,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
rescinded.” 

The  motion  for  reconsideration  lies  over. 

On  motion  Mr.  Hunter,  of  Ohio, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs 
take  into  consideration  the  necessity  ot  making  an 
appropriation  to  defray  the  expenses  of  a treaty 
now  pending  with  the  Wyandott  Indians,  in  the 
state  of  Ohio. 

The  house  then  went  into  committee  of  tiie  whole 
on  the  state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  Ingham  in  the 
chair,)  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  senate’s 
bill  for  increasing  the  army. 

Mr.  Bell,  who  had  the  floor,  addressed  the  com- 
mittee on  the  bill;  opposing  a large  increase  of  the 
army,  but  in  favor  of  increasing  it  to  a small  extent. 

The  house  took  its  usual  recess  at  2 o’clock. 

EVENING  SESSION 

After  the  recess,  the  senate  bill,  proposing  to  in- 
crease to  a certain  extent  the  military  establish- 
ment, was  debated  at  length  by  Messrs.  Bell, 
Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  Grennell,  Everell, 
Evans,  Brizes,  Harrison,  Johnson,  of  Louisiana, 
Robertson,  Fletcher,  of  Vermont,  and  Bronson. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Harrison  to  the  amend- 
ment of  the  committee,  viz.  “And  there  shall  also 
be  one  regiment  of  riflemen  raised  to  be  officered 
and  organized  as  regiments  of  infantry  herein  pro- 
vided for,”  was  th°n  rejected  without  a division. 

The  amendment  of  the  committee  on  military  af- 
fairs, to  insert  the  following  as  section  second,  was 
adopted: 


“Sec.  2.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  there 
shall  be  raised  and  organized,  under  the  direction 
of  the  president  of  the  United  States,  one  regiment 
of  infantry,  to  be  composed  of  the  same  number 
and  rank  of  officers,  non-commissioned  officers, 
musicians,  and  privates,  composing  the  regiments 
of  infantry  now  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
who  shall  receive  the  same  pay  and  allowances,  and 
be  subject  to  the  same  rules  and  regulations  which 
now  apply  toother  regiments  of  infantry,  as  pro- 
vided for  in  this  act.” 

Mi’.  Briggs  moved  to  amend  this  section  by  in- 
serting “for  the  term  of  two  years”  after  the  word 
“infantry”  in  the  third  line.  Lost. 

The  following  amendments,  reported  by  the 
military  committee,  were  then  acted  on  and  adopt- 


ed, viz. 


“In  section  two  strike  out  the  proviso.” 

“In  section  seven,  line  four,  strike  out  ‘four’  arid 
insert  two.’” 

“In  section  nine,  fourth  and  fifth  lines,  for  ‘quar- 
termaster generals’  read  ‘quartermasters  general;’ 
and  in  the  fifth  and  sixth  lines,  for  ‘deputy  quar- 
termaster generals’  read  deputy  quartermasters  gen- 
eral.’” 


“In  section  thirteenth,  fifth  line,  after  the  word 
‘majors,’  insert  ‘and  by  the  transfer  to  and  appoint- 
ment in  of;  and  after  ‘lieutenants,’  insert  ‘of  artil- 
lery.’ ” 

“In  section  fourteenth,  line  fifteen,  after  the 
word  ‘ordnance,’  add  ‘equal  to  a company  of  artil- 
lery.’ ” 

“In  section  fifteen,  strike  out  to  ‘that,’  in  the 
fourth  line;  and  in  the  fourth  line,  after  ‘staff',’  insert 
‘exclusive  of  general  officers;’  and  at  the  end  of  the 
sentence  add  this  proviso:  ‘ Provided , That,  in  cases 
where  officers  are  entitled  to  and  receive  double  ra- 
tions, the  additional  one  allowed  in  this  section 


shall  not  be  included  in  the  number  to  be  doubled. 
Strike  out  the  remainder  of  the  section.” 

The  following  amendment  of  the  committee  was 
then  taken  up: 

Section  sixteen,  strike  out  the  whole  after  the 
enacting  clause,  and  insert: 

“That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  all 
enlistments  in  the  army  of  the  United  States  shall 
be  for  five  years,  and  that  the  monthly  pay  of  non  - 
commissioned  officers  and  soldiers  shall  be  as  fol- 
lows: to  each  sergeant  major,  quartermaster  ser- 
geant, and  chief  'musician,  seventeen  dollars;  to 
each  first  sergeant  of  a company,  sixteen  dollars; 
to  all  other  sergeants,  thirteen  Dollars;  to  each  cor- 
poral nine  dollars;  and  to  each  musician  and  pri- 
vate soldier,  seven  dollars.” 

Mr.  Petrikin  offered  an  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment, the  effect  of  w’hich  was  to  compensate  sol- 
diers for  labor  on  military  roads,  &c. 

Mr.  Cushman  offered  an  amendment  to  this 
amendment,  which  the  reporter  did  not  hear.  It 
was  adopted. 

The  amendment  was  then  adopted,  as  was  the 
following: 

“Section  17.  The  whole  to  be  stricken  out.” 

The  19th  section  of  the  bill,  providing  for  a chap- 
lain to  each  regiment.it  was  proposed  by  the  com- 
mittee to  strike  out. 

Mr.  Mallory  moved  so  to  amend  the  section  as  to 
make  it  the  duty  of  the  chaplain  to  perform  the 
duties  of  schoolmaster  to  the  regiment.  Adopted. 

The  question  on  striking  out  the  whole  section 
was  then  decided  by  tellers  as  follows:  Ayes  53, 
noes  81.  So  the  motion  to  strike  out  was  lost. 

Mr.  Randolph  proposed  to  amend  this  19th  sec- 
tion so  as  to  require  that  the  chaplain  be  a regular 
licensed  clergyman  of  some  religious  denomination. 
Lost.  The  following  amendment  of  the  committee 
was  then  adopted: 

“Section  20.  Strike  out  all  of  the  word  ‘that,’  in 
the  seventh  line;  and,  also,  in  the  ninth  line,  strike 
out ‘like,’  and  add  ‘now  allowed  to  the  professor  of 
mathematics;  and  the  secretary  of  war  may  assign  to 
the  said  professor  an  assistant,  to  be  taken  from  the 
officers  of  the  line  or  cadets;  which  assistant  pro- 
fessor will  receive  the  pay  and  emoluments  allowed 
to  other  assistant  professors.’  ” 

Mr.  Petrikin  moved  to  strike  out  the  whole  sec- 
tion. Lost.  The  following  amendments,  proposed 
by  the  committee,  were  adopted: 

"Section  21.  In  the  fourth  line,  after  the  word 
‘empowered,’  add  ‘by  and  wdth  the  approbation  of 
the  secretary  of  war.’  ” 

“Section  22.  In  the  third  line  strike  out  ‘the 
chief  engineer.’  ” 

The  amendments  offered  by  the  committee,  add- 
ing eleven  new  sections  of  modifications  in  detail 
of  certain  army  arrangements  and  regulations, 
were  then  adopted. 

Some  other  amendments  were  offered  to  differ- 
ent sections  of  the  bill  by  various  members,  but 
were  mostly  rejected  by  the  committee.  Pending 
a proposition  to  strike  out  a section  of  the  bill  pro- 
viding the  payment  to  the  paymasters  of  the  army 
of  one  per  cent,  on  the  amounts  disbursed,  a mo- 
tion was  made  that  the  committee  (quarter  before 
9 o’clock)  rise.  Three  counts  were  made  by  the 
chairman,  and  no  quorum  appeared.  The  chair- 
man left  the  chair,  and  reported  this  fact  to  the  house. 

Mr  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  an  ad- 
journment. The  motion  to  adjourn  was  lost:  Ayes 
54,  noes  67;  and  a quorum  thus  appearing,  the 
chairman  resumed  his  seat  in  committee  of  the 
vvliole. 

Mr.  Rives  was  opposed  to  striking  out  the  sec- 
tion in  question,  and  Mr.  Montgomery  was  against 
it,  and  the  amendment  then  prevailed,  and  the  sec- 
tion was  striken  out.  The  amendments  of  the  com- 
mittee, as  amended,  were  then  adopted. 

Mr.  Kemble  moved  several  amendments,  the  ef- 
fect of  which  would  be  to  allow  to  officers  of  the 
army  the  same  pay  and  emoluments  (except  forage,) 
as  are  now  allowed  to  officers  of  dragoons,  &c.  Ac. 
Which  motion  was  negatived. 

Some  other  amendments,  which  the  reporter 
could  not  gather,  were  offered,  and  rejected.  Amon<*’ 
theip  was  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Wise  to  strike  out 
the  2d,  4th,  5th,  7th,  8th,  9th,  11th,  and  13th  sec- 
tions of  the  bill. 

The  committee,  on  motion,  then  rose,  and  re- 
ported the  bill,  as  amended,  to  the  house. 

Mr.  Briggs  then  moved  that  the  bill,  as  amend- 
ed, be  printed.  Ordered. 

A message  was  received  from  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  in  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the 
23d  instant,  in  respect  to  the  new  treasury  build- 
ing, calling  for  information  as  to  whether,  in  re- 
suming the  works  upon  said  building,  it  is  intended 
that  any  portion  of  the  walls,  at  their  northern  and 
southern  extreineties,  are  to  be  removed,  &c. 

And  then  the  house  adjourned. 
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Appointment.  The  following  appointment  is 
announced  in  the  last  number  of  the  “Globe,”  as 
having  been  confirmed  by  the  senate: 

Felix  Grundy,  of  Tennessee,  to  be  attorney  gen- 
eral of  the  United  States,  from  the  first  day  of  Sep- 
tember next. 

Mr.  Paulding  entered  upon  his  duties  as  secre- 
tary of  the  navy  on  Monday  last. 

Treasury  notes.  The  whole  amount  of  trea- 
sury notes  authorized  by  the  act  of  12th  of  October, 
1837,  has  been  issued  by  the  treasurer  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales,  viz:  $10,000, 000. 

The  amount  returned  to  the  treasury  for  duties 
and  lands,  and  in  payment  of  debts,  is  about 
$6,570,000. 

Ttiere  has  been  issued  up  to  this  day,  under  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  21st  of  May,  1633,  $4,90-1, 
014  25.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Treasury  Department,  July  2,  1838. 

Mr.  Thomas  M.  T.  McKennan  of  Pa.  has,  we 
regret  to  learn,  declined  being  a candidate  for  re- 
eUction  to  congress.  We  have  watched  Mr.  McK. 
in  his  public  duties  with  some  care,  and  bear  hon- 
orable testimony  to  the  faithful,  et, lightened  and 
honorable  manner  in  which  they  have  been  dis- 
charged. Most  sincerely  do  we  wish  that  happi- 
ness may  attend  him  in  retirement,  and  that  the 
halls  of  congress  may  contain  more  politicians  of  his 
old  fashioned,  but  honorable,  character — men  who 
think  and  act,  and  regard  the  interests  of  the  whole 
country  more  than  their  popularity  in  Buncombe! 
He  has  at  the  present  session  alone,  rendered  more 
service  than  a hundred  talking  legislators. 

View  of  Washington.  Mr.  Anderson,  a pro 
mising  young  artist,  has  just  published  a beautiful 
lithographic  view  of  this  city,  after  an  original 
drawing  from  his  own  pencil.  All  the  prominent 
objects  in  tile  city  and  vicinity  are  marked  with 
great  accuracy,  and  will  enable  all  who  have  not 
seen  the  metropolis  to  form  a pretty  correct  idea  of 
its  general  appearance  and  the  adjacent  scenery. 

Banks,  currency,  &c.  A letter  to  the  editor  of 
the  B iltimore  American  contains  the  followin'*-  ora- 
tilying  information: 

Philadelphia  Exchange,  July  6,  1833. 

At  a meeting  of  the  general  committee  of  the 
banks  of  the  city  and  coun’y  of  Philadelphia,  held 
at  the  Exchange  last  evening,  it  was  resolved  to  re- 
commend to  the  banks  generally,  the  1st  day  of  Au- 
gust next  as  the  time  to  resume  specie  payments. 

It  is  believed  the  measure  w ill  be  generally  adopt- 
ed and  carried  into  effect. 

1 he  Bank  of  Washington,  of  this  citv,  has  issued 
the  following  notice,  under  date  of  the  5th  instant: 

With  the  view  of  rendering  the  notes  of  this  in- 
stitution (which  has,  since  the  first  of  September 
last,  been  redeeming  all  its  issu  -s  in  gold  and  silver) 
equivalent  to  specie  throughout  the  union,  it  has,  in 
anticipation  ol  the  general  resumption  of  specie 
payments,  effected  such  an  arrangement  with  the 
Bank  ol  America,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  that  all 
notes  ol  this  bank,  which  may  be  put  in  circulation 
will  as  expressed  or  their  face,  be  with  certainty 
paid  in  specie,  on  demand,  either  at  that  bank  or 
this,  at  the  option  of  the  holder. 

lhe  Bank  ot  the  Metropolis  of  this  city,  has  de- 
clared a half  yearly  dividend  of  four  per  cent. 

The  Brandon  Bank  (Miss.)  is  handled  with  great 
severity  by  some  of  the  papers  of  the  state,  while 
others  are  disposed  to  uphold  the  managers  of  the 
concern  to  the  last  point  of  their  career.  As 
a specimen  of  accommodating  spirit  of  the  bank  it 
is  mentioned  that  a merchant  of  Natchez  was  otter- 
ed exchange  on  the  north  at  one,  two,  and  three  years 
date.  1 he  first  year  to  bear  no  interest,  the  second 
six  per  cent.,  and  the  third  eight  per  cent! 

New  York,  July  6.  The  stock  market  yesterday 
opened  under  the  influence  of  an  improved  feelin<>\ 
caused  by  the  intelligence  of  the  signal  defeat  of 
Mr.  Wright  s new  sub-treasury  bill.  Tile  amount 
ot  business  transacted  in  stocks,  as  might  be  sup- 
posed, was  not  heavy,  but  the  prices  of  almost 
every  description  show  a considerable  improvement 
on  Tuesday  s sales.  U.  S.  bank  closed  at  119  1-2; 
dividend  orf;  Delaware  and  Hudson  84  3-4:  Patter- 
son Rail  Road  69;  Harlem  do  66  3-4;  and  Stonin^- 
Voi.  LIV.— Sic.  19. 


ton  Rail  Road  52  1-8;  an  advance  of  nearly  4 per 
cent. 

The  New  York  Express  of  Saturday  last  says 
“a  report  is  in  general  circulation  in  Wall  street 
that  Mr.  Biddle  will  be  here  in  a week  or  ten  days 
for  the  purpose  of  making  arrangements  for  open 
ing  his  new  hank  or  branch;  and  further  that  ban' 
certificates  of  the  western  banks  will  be  received  at 
very  favorable  rates.  Whether  the  report  is  well 
or  ill-founded,  we  cannot  say.  Now  the  sub-trea 
sury  is  defeated,  it  is  a natural  supposition  that  Mr 
Biddle  will  take  early  steps  to  carry  into  effect  the 
establishment  of  this  bank;  and  any  arrangement 
that  can  be  made  by  which  southern  lunds  can  be 
turned  into  cash,  will  produce  a most  beneficial  ef- 
fect. The  public  are  suffering  beyond  all  account 
from  the  greatest  difficulty  in  negociating.  If  the 
exchanges  on  the  south  can  be  brought  down  to 
from  5 to  S per  cent.,  instead  of  from  8 to  20,  as 
they  now  are,  it  will  be  more  acceptable.” 

Philadelphia  money  market.  Bickneli’s  reporter 
of  Tuesday  says:  “towards  the  close  of  last  week, 
our  money  market  was  quite  animated;  though  the 
upward  tendency  of  stocks  was  not  so  great  as 
some  had  anticipated.  The  change  was  produced 
by  the  defeat  of  the  sub-treasury  bill.  No  move- 
ment has,  as  yet,  been  made  by  the  Philadelphia 
banks.  They  will  meet  on  Thursday  evening  next 
but  we  learn  that  they  will  in  all  probability  wait 
the  adjournment  of  congress,  unwilling  to  lake  any 
decided  step  until  they  know  the  exact  position  in 
which  the  country  and  the  currency  will  be  left  by 
congress.  Mr.  Woodbury’s  last  circular  is  still  a 
source  of  great  uneasiness;  but  the  desire  is  so  ge- 
neral to  bring  about  a resumption,  that  we  should 
not  be  surprised  to  see  something  attempted  in  the 
month  of  August;  even  should  the  banks,  by  such 
a course,  be  compelled  to  adopt  a more  restrictive 
policy  with  regard  to  discounts,  than  they  deem 
conducive  to  the  general  good.” 

We  understand  that  several  of  the  western  safety 
fund  banks  have  declined  the  arrangement  entered 
into  by  the  Auburn  committee,  and  that  therefore 
the  notes  of  some  of  these  banks,  if  not  all  of  them, 
may  be  refused  by  the  associated  New  York  banks. 
This,  however,  shoujd  it  occur,  will  make  no  dif- 
ference, for  arrangements  have  been  made  by  which 
the  notes  will  continue  to  be  received  in  New 
York  and  Albany  upon  the  same  rate.  ( t -2  of  I per 
cent.)  of  discount.  [.Albany  Eve.  Jour 

The  state  bank  of  Illinois  has  declared  a divi- 
dend of  five  dollars  on  each  share  for  the  six  months 
ending  on  the  1st  instant,  payable  to  the  stock- 
holders registered  in  New  York  on  the  11th  instant, 
immediately  after  the  resumption  of  specie  pay- 
ments. 

Boston  bonks.  A letter  from  Boston  dated  July 
lst,  states  t hat  all  the  Boston  banks  and  the  Bank  of 
Lowell  (whose  circulation  is  over  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars,)  have  resumed  specie  payments. 


West  Point  graduates.  It  is  stated  in  the 
“Globe”  that  the  West  Point  graduates  of  the  pre- 
sent year,  who  have  been  appointed  second  lieu- 
tenants in  the  dragoons,  and  in  the  1st,  4’h,  and  6th 
regiments  of  inl'an'ry,  and  to  whom  short  leaves  of 
absence  were  granted  in  general  orders,  No.  18,  of 
the  27th  June,  have  since  been  ordered  to  report  to 
gen.  Scott,  in  the  Cherok  -e  country,  where  their 
services  are  necessary  to  aid  in  the  removal  of  the 
Indians  to  the  west. 

New  Hampshire.  The  administration  party  in 
New  Hampshire  have  nominated  John  Page,  ex- 
United  States  senator,  for  governor. 

From  central  America.  We  learn  from  capt. 
Rederson,  of  the  brig  Patsey  B.  Blount,  arrived  last 
night  from  Omoa  anil  Belize,  1st  of  June,  via  Nas- 
sau, New  Providence,  that  the  revolution  in  Central 
America  continued  in  the  interior.  The  revolution- 
ary party,  consisting  of  about  600  men,  were  head- 
ed by  a young  and  ignorant  mulatto,  named  Par- 
rera,  who  with  his  party  were  commitiing  depre- 
dations of  all  kinds,  and  several  travellers  had  been 
robbed  and  murdered  by  them. 

The  provinces  of  Costa  Hica  and  Nicaragua  had 
declared  their  independence,  and  that  of  Honduras, 
it  was  expected,  would  also  give  up  its  allegiance 
to  the  Central  American  government.  G.  W.  Mont 
gomery,  bearer  of  depatches  from  the  United  States 


for  Guatamala,  had  arrived  safely  at  that  place.  By 
this  arrival  we  are  also  in  possession  of  the  Nassau 
N.  P.  Gazette,  to  the  23d  lilt,  but  its  contents  are 
unimportant.  [Baltimore  j American . 

Northern  frontier.  From  llie  Rochester  De- 
mocrat of  the  21th  inst.  Retreat  of  the  patriots. 
We  learn  from  Samuel  Heron,  esq.  editor  of  the 
Dundas  (U.  C.)  Gazette,  who  came  over  in  the 
Traveller  yesterday  morning,  that  the  patriots  left 
the  Short  Hills  on  Saturday  night,  and  moved  to- 
wards the  Grand  river.  This  intelligence  reached 
Hamilton  on  Sunday,  and  McNabbwas  immediate- 
ly ordered  out  with  the  3d  Gore  regiment,  to  meet 
and  attack  the  patriots  at  Shoat’s  tavern,  about 
14  miles  from  Hamilton,  on  the  Grand  river  road. 

It  was  supposed  by  many  that  the  patriots  would 
reach  the  point  before  the  royaiist  troops.  If  they 
did,  they  could  very  easily  make  good  their  retreat 
into  the  London  district,  where  it  was  supposed 
large  reinforcements  would  immediately  join  them. 

Captain  Carr,  the  Indian  leader,  has  gone  in 
among  the  Grand  river  Indians,  to  induce  them  to 
hunt  out  the  patiiots. 

Four  regiments,  the  Beverly,  the  3d  Gore,  the 
Queen’s  Own,  and  the  Queen’s  Rangers,  together 
with  two  nr  three  companies  of  regulars,  is  the  force 
now  in  pursuit  of  the  patriots. 

A letter  received  by  a youngi  gentleman  in  this 
city  from  his  mother  in  Toronto,  says  that  gov. 
Arthur  and  his  council  are  now  in  session  at  Nia- 
gara, and  that  13  prisoners  are  there  being  tried. 
If  convicted,  they  will,  according  to  a law  passed 
last  winter,  be  immediately  shot. 

Steamboat  on  Lake  Erie.  In  pursuance  of  in- 
structions from  the  war  department,  the  steamboat 
Erie,  burden  of  nearly  150  tons,  has  been  chartered 
for  the  service  of  the  United  States  upon  this  lake. 
This  boat  is  to  be  placed  under  direction  of  an  offi- 
cer to  be  detailed  lor  that  service  by  Major  Young, 
in  command  of  the  United  States  force  stationed  at 
this  point.  She  wilt  be  sailed  by  her  captain  and 
crew  as  before. 

From  the  Buffalo,  (N.  Y.)  Commercial  of  the  30 th  ult. 

Nuvij  Island.  It  is  true,  as  we  stated  yester- 
day, that  Navy  Island  was  reoccupied,  but  not  by 
any  very  blood-thirsty  patiiots.  A small  party  of 
them,  who  wished  to  enjoy  a practical  joke  at  the 
expense  of  the  royalists,  went  on  the  island  at  the 
time  stated,  and  fired  a few  musket  shots  across  up- 
on the  main  land,  The  alarm  was  instantly  given, 
and  expresses  started  off  with  the  information  that 
the  island  had  been  reoccnpied  by  a large  force. 

All  being  still  last  evening  or  this  morning,  the 
island  was  explored,  and  the  patriots  were  found  to 
have  vanished.  This,  we  are  assured  by  gentlemen 
from  Canada,  is  the  true  version  of  the  story. 


Mr.  Cummihg,  of  the  Bank  of  Montreal,  has  re- 
turned to  that  place,  having  succeeded  in  obtaining 
all  the  money  belonging  to  that  establishment,  which 
was  stolen  from  George  Auldjo,  esq.,  at  the  time 
the  Sir  Robert  Peel  was  plundered  and  burned. 

The  trial  of  the  prisoners  charged  with  the  burn- 
ing and  plundering  of  the  Robert  Peel,  came  on  be- 
fore Judge  Cushman,  at  Watertown,  on  Friday 
week.  That  of  Atiderson„on  the  charge  of  ai son, 
w ilich  was  the  first  case  taken  up,  was  committed 
to  the  jury  on  Tuesday  afternoon,  and  resulted  in 
verdict  of  “not  guilty” — when  the  prisoner  was 
remanded  to  await  his  trial  on  another  indictment. 
On  Wednesday,  Forward,  indicted  for  the  same  of- 
fence,  W’as  arraigned;  but  the  trial  was  postponed, 
on  motion  of  the  prisoner’s  counsel,  as  well  as  those 
of  all  concerned  in  the  affair,  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
uring  testimony.  “It  is  expected,”  says  the  Wa. 
tertowm  Jeffersonian,  “that  a special  oyer  and  ter- 
miner will  be  held  for  the  trial  of  these  prisoners — 
the  jail  having  been  cleared  of  all  others  at  the  lat« 
term.”  [Argus, 

CANADA  FRONTIER ORDERS  NO.  I. 

Head  Quarters  of  the  Army, 
Saclcetl's  Harbor,  June  23,  1838. 

I.  The  major  general  cominanding-in-chief, 
having  moved  his  head  quarters  to  the  Canada  fron- 
tier, the  commanding  officers  of  the  troops  on  that 
line  will,  besides  rendering  the  usual  return  to  the 
adjutant  general’s  office  at  Washington,  make  re- 
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till  ns  to  general  head  qu  iite  rs  at  Sacketts  Harbor, 
until  i u it  tier  outers,  aim  w ill  address  i tie  gem  rai  on 
matters  relating  to  the  stale  ol  unairs- on  the  bolder, 
a.-  otteit  as  an)’  tiling  important  may  occur.  From 
an  oilier  quaiurs,  gnitial  and  otln  i cthc  rs  in  com- 
mand uin  address  i Heir  communications  to  tile  ad- 
jutant geneial  at  Waslilngton,  as  usual. 

II.  Hi  igadtei  general  Brad)  vwil  command  on 
the  noiitn  r irom  Bunalo  to  tiie  north*  in  * xlremity 
ol  tlie  Uuiud  states — tiead  quart* rs,  Del. oit. 

JVlajoi  Young,  ol  the  3d  inianiry,on  the  iViagara 
frontier — head  quarters,  Billluio. 

Lieut,  colon* * Cummings,  ol  the  2d  infantry, 
from  Fort  Niagara  to  wuere  the  45th  degree  ol 
north  latitude  stiikes  the  bt.  Lawrence — head  quar- 
ters, buckets  Hal  but  . 

Colonel  Cuiter,  ol  the  4th  infantry,  from  the  St. 
Laurence,  along  t lie  boundaiy  litie  to  Lake  Chain- 
jnam — tiean  quarters,  Plailsbuigh. 

Major  Churchill,  ol  me  3d  artillery,  ft om  Lake 
Champlain,  along  the  frontier  ol  Vermont — head 
quart-  rs  at  Swanton,  or  any  other  suitable  place 
near  (he  line. 

And  m.ijoi  Clark,  of  the  2d  infantry,  the  remain- 
der of  tlie  ironlier,  to  the  sea  coast — Dead  quarters. 
Houl  oil. 

As  the  foregoing  is  but  a temporary  arrange- 
ment, itvMli  not  interfere  with  tlie  one  heretoiore 
announced  in  general  ordeis,  assigning  officers  to 
tile  command  of  military  d stricls. 

III.  The  object  ol  this  arrangement  of  com- 
mands is  to  preset ve  the  peace  ol  the  bolder  and  to 
place  the  troops  in  positions  the  most  laeorable  lor 
maintaining  the  treaty  stipulations  existing  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  and  tor 
restraining  our  own  citizens,  and  others  within  our 
jnrisd  ctiun,  Irom  committing  outrages  upon  the 
peisons  and  property  of  her  Bntauic  majesty. 

IV.  From  the  respect  lor  the  laws  hitherto  so 
signally  evinced  by  the  citizens  of  the  United 
Slates  on  all  occasions,  it  is  apprehended  that  tlie 
border  inhabitants  ol  tlie  northern  frontier  are  not 
generally  acquainted  with  the  enactments,  the  in- 
fringement ol  winch  would  render  their  conduct 
penal.  Tne  officers  in  command  of  districts,  as 
well  as  ol  detachments,  w ill,  lor  general  informa- 
tion, circulate  the  copies  of  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  with  which  they  have  been  furnished,  and 
under  which  they  are  authorized  to  adopt  measures 
for  repressing  ail  hostile  acts  against  the  subj-  cts  of 
a friendly  power,  and  to  preserve  inviolate  the 
neutral  relations  of  the  United  Slates. 

V.  The  general  leels  satisfied  that  the  good  citi- 
zens along  the  line,  know  ing  the  law,  will,  by  their 
example  and  advice,  endeavor  to  restrain  all  ill- 
advised  and  unlawful  proceedings,  and  thus  be  in- 
strumental in  maintaining  not  only  the  laws  and 
honor  of  the  country,  but  that  peace  and  harmony 
so  esseiiiial  to  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  those 
settled  on  tlie  frontiers. 

Alexander  Macomb. 

By  command  of  the  general: 

J.  i\T.  Macomb, 

Assistant  adjutant  general. 

Proclamation.  The  following  proclamation  of 
gov.  Arthur  lias  been  issued  in  consequence  ol  the 
a .nay  at  Short  Hills,  of  which  we  made  mention 
last  week.  It  wilt  be  seen  that  all  persons  going 
to  or  coming  from  Canada,  are  required  10  give  an 
account  ot  tuemselves  and  be  prow  ed  with  pass- 
ports: 

Proc'nm  ilion.  Upper  Canada.  By  his  excel- 
lency sir  George  Aiitnir,  knglit  commander  of 
the  royal  H moveriaii  Guelphic  order,  lieut-.  govern- 
or of  the  province  ol  Upper  Canada,  major  general 
commanding  her  majesty’s  loices  therein,  &c.  &.c. 

VVnereas,  on  the  morning  of  the  21st  of  this  pre- 
sent month  ol  June,  a large  body  of  armed  men  as- 
sembled in  the  township  of  Pelham,  in  the  Niagara 
district,  ami  attacked  and  plundered  a I oii’e  in  that 
n.  igltborliood,  ol  a large  sum  of  money,  and  other 
property,  ami  fired  upon  and  overpowered  a smad 
detachment  ol  tlie  embodied  militia  there  stationed: 

And  whereas  information  has  been  received  by 
me,  that  certain  ev  il-dispo-ed  persons,  connected 
with  tile  brigands  who  have  ot  late  molested  and 
disturbed  the  peace  of  the  Americans  ami  British 
frontiers,  have  crossed  tlie  Niagaia  river,  and  that 
they  lurk  ami  S'  crete  themselves  in  parts  ol  the 
district  of  Niagara,  with  tlie  knowledge  and  conni- 
vance of  some  of  the  disaifected  resident  inhabitants: 

Ami  whereas  it  is  necessary  fertile  peace  and  se- 
curity ol  the  district  of  N agara,  that  the  ingress 
ami  egr  ss  ot  the  idle  and  ev ii- mind*  d persons 
should  be  restrained  and  prevented,  and  that  tlie 
p.  rpetrators  of  t tie  above  outrage,  and  their  abet 
tors,  s I ioi 1 1*1  be  brought  to  condign  punishment: 

1 do  therefore  strictly  order  and  command  all  offi- 
cers. magistrates  and  others  whom  it  may  concern, 
that  no  person  be  permitted  to  land  upon  or  leave 


the  shore  on  the  Biitish  side  of  the  Niagara  river, 
coming  Irom  ot  going  to  Ihf  Unit>d  blates  teniln- 
ry , unless  lie  shah  give  a lull  and  reasonable  ac 
count  ol  himself,  anu  sl  ow  iliat  t e is  coming  or  go 
ing  in  tlie  prosecution  ol  his  lawful  anaii>  ami  bu- 
siness, which  person  .-hall  be  li.inishcd  will,  u pass- 
port, to  secure  him  irom  further  hindrance  or  mo 
iestation. 

And  1 do  hereby  earn'  si ly  call  upon  all  magis- 
trates, officers,  and  otln  r total  subj.  cts  oi  tlie 
queen,  for  tlu-ir  best  united  exertion  in  restoring 
the  peace  and  tranquillity  ol  tlie  province,  in  the 
jirev*  lit  ion  ot  crime  ami  disoicler.  and  in. tlie  appre- 
hension ol  tlie  guilty;  and  I assure  them  of  every 
supnoit  and  assistance  w liicli  may  be  r* quir* d tor 
these  purposes,  to  the  ulurst  extent  ot  tlie  civil 
and  military  powers,  which  her  majesty  has  been 
pLased  to  place  in  my  hands. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  at  arms,  at  To- 
ronto, this  22d  day  of  June,  in  the  year  ol 
our  Lord,  1838,  and  ol  tier  majesty’s  reign 

tile  StCOlid. 

By  command  of  his  excellency: 

George  Arthur. 

C.  A.  Hagerman,  utt’ij.  gen’l. 

D.  Cameron,  secielary. 

Later.  The  Cleveland  Herald  of  the  30th  June 
has  tiie  loliowing  inlormaticn: 

Tlie  follow  ing  intelligence  brought  by  the  Daniel 
Webster,  direct  Irom  Detroit,  is  in  m such  a source 
that  we  b;  lie*  e it  may  be  relied  on.  Rumors  of 
relugee  movements,  in  the  v ieinity  ol  St.  Clair, 
have  been  current  lor  some  days,  and  strengthens 
the  probability  of  this  fresh  outbreak. 

Lxtrnct  of  a letter,  dated  Letroit , June  29. 

Yesterday  about  500  retugee  patiiots  crossed 
over  about  40  miles  above  this,  near  N-  w Port  on 
the  St.  Clair  river.  A parly  of  Canadians  arid  a 
few  Giand  river  Indians  soon  after  attacked  them 
and  were  deleatrd,  tiie  relugees  maintaining  their 
ground. 

Last  night  the  British  serif  on  a reinforcement,  as 
will  the  relugees  to-day.  The  refugees  cross' d in 
a small  sloop  which  was  afterwards  taken  and 
towed  to  Detroit,  by  United  Stales  authorities. 

The  United  States  troops  are  on  the  move.  Tlie 
quarter’s  flag  of  gen.  Atkinson  has  been  fly  ing  lor 
some  days  on  the  Detroit  Exchange,  but  I see  it  has 
been  removed  during  tlie  night:  whne  to  I have 
not  learned. 

Flying  reports  from  Detroit  say  that  the  British 
steamboat  Thames  on  which  tlie  reinlorcement 
went  up,  lias  been  taken  by  tlie  Patriots,  and  that 
Malden  was  to  be  attacked  iast  niglil. 

We  see  that  tiie  Buualo  papers  do  not  credit 
the  above  reports.  Tlie  Bufialo  Advertiser  says — 

We  have  Detroit  papers  of  Saturday  n oining, 
which  make  no  mention  of  any  sncii  difficultii  s. 
We  have  also  just  conversed  with  a gentleman  who 
h ft  Detroit  on  Sunday  evening,  and  passt  d tiie 
Thames,  apparently  w ith  a pleasure  parly  on  boaid, 
near  Malden. 

Tlie  sioty  is  doubtless  made  up  from  whole 
cloth.  There  is  no  question,  liowev er.  that  some 
attempt  ol  the  kind  is  in  contemplation.  There  are 
many  r.  lugees  in  the  neighboilmod  ul  Defioit,  and 
rumors  were  rile  there  on  Saturday  ol  gatln  rings 
near  tiie  river  Raisin  and  otln  r places.  1 lie  U.  S. 
officers  are  on  the  alert,  and  it  is  to  be  hupi  d they 
will  be  able  to  prevent  any  hostile  demonstrations 
irom  our  side. 

The  St.  Cluir  buccaneei  s routed.  We  learn  from 
tlie  collector  ol  tins  port,  that  a schooner  in  tiie  ser- 
vice ol  tlie  buccaneeis  was  cuptund  on  Thursday, 
some  miles  b low  tlie  counUy  seat  of  Si  Clair- 
Having  understood,  liotn  tlie  moveun  nts  in  that  vi- 
cinity, that  an  expedition  was  on  loot,  tlie  collec- 
toi  immediately  started  tor  the  scene  of  operations. 
A small  loice  embarked  on  the  steamboat  Giatiot, 
and  soon  got  wind  ol  tlie  piratical  cralt.  which,  it 
si  eins,  hail  been  across  to  the  Canada  slioie,  arid  com 
mitted  depredations  upon  the  inhabitants.  As  tiie 
Gratiot  approached  tlie  vessel  w ith  a view  to  comp'  I 
her  to  surre.-der,  a brisk  filing  upon  her  comun  nc- 
* d irom  t he  opposite  shore.  Finding  themselves  in 
peril,  the  crew  ol  tlie  * ess  1 took  to  the  shore,  and 
dispersed  thuns.  Ives  tluough  the  woods. 

The  vessel  was  then  taki  n ] ossession  of  by  ti  e 
revenue  oflicers.  They  loiind  iwo  or  three  Cana- 
dian prisoners  in  tlie  hold,  some  fil'te*  n bairels  ol 
flour  winch  had  been  plundered,  about  a dozen 
of  the  prisoners  we  understand,  was  induced  lo 
stand  ol  arms,  and  other  su  all  matters.  The  vess*  I 
was  brought  to  this  port  to  be  condemned.  One 
come  down,  by  whom,  it  is  thought,  some  impor- 
tant testimony  may  be  laid  before  the  gi and  jury, 
now  in  session. 

We  are  advised  that  most,  if  not  all  the  crew, 
were  Canadians.  This  promptness  on  the  part  of 


the  officeis  and  citizens  ol  St.  Clair  w ill,  it  is  confi- 
dently lii.pr  d,  ci nth  an*. the  l ol  ll ose  n.cij  n i.t  | liat- 
ical  *x,  teutons  which  have  liom  time  to  time  an- 
noyed on r frontier.  [Dctioxt  j cveiLsir. 

Lord  Dnrl  am  has  issn*d  an  ordt.  ance,  by  viitue 
ol  special  powirs  eniiusltd  to  him,  hantsl  mg  to  the 
si*  i.d  oi  B imi.da,  JVi-  strs.  Wound  Ntiscn.  B>  u- 
cliette,  \ tger,  Matchessnull,  Can  in,  Gce.ein,  Des 
Rivieres,  and  Masson,  i.ow  in  custody,  thiy  having 
acktiow  ledge  cl  lliernsclv-s  giii-.y  ol  high  'treason. 
They  are  to  remain  at  Betmuda  dum.ghertnajis- 
tv ’s  pleasure,  tubji  ct  to  such  restraint  as  may  be 
m cetsaty  to  pis *t  nt  lb*  ir  return  to  Canaria.  A 
mi  mb*  r ol  others  w ho  have  absconded,  among  w I om 
are  mentioned  Pajiineau,  Robin  Ntlson,  Cede, 
O’Callaghan,  and  Rodier,  men. bets  ol  the  late  as- 
sembly, are  lot  bind*  n lo  return  to  tlie  provinces, 
without  permission  nom  gov*nun<  nt,  on  pe  nally  of 
conviction  ‘or  high  treason-,  tilitii  the  restoration  ol 
tranquillity  shall  render  such  p* i mission  proper. 

A proclamation  has  alto  been  issue d,  declaring 
that  ail  proceedings  on  account  ol  Ire  asonatde  ot- 
lt nces  shall  cease,  except  in  the  cases  mentioned 
in  the  oidinatice.  Those  p* rsoi.s  cl  aigi it  w ill  (he 
murder  ol  major  Weir,  are  deptived  tne  bu.tfil  of 
any  indemnity . 

Congressional  election.  Representatives  in 
congress  ate  lo  he  chosen  in  fourteen  stales  the 
present  year,  and  the  elections  will  take  place  in 
the  lollow  ing  oidei : 

Louisiana,  1st  Monday  in  July’. 

Missouri,  } ls’  Momia*  in  AuS"st- 

Yermoni.  1st  Tuesday  in  September. 

Maine,  2d  Men  day  in  September. 

Georgia,  1st  Monday  in  October. 

Atkansas,  1st  Monday  in  October, 

South  Carolina,  2d  Monday  iri  Octeber. 

N<  w Jeisey,  2d  Tm  sday  in  October. 

Pennsylvania,  2d  Tuesday  in  October. 

Ohio,  2d  Tuesday  in  October. 

New  York,  1st  Monday  m November. 

Massachusetts.  2d  Monday  in  November. 

Delaware,  2d  Tuesday  in  November. 

The  el* ction  in  Louisiana  commenced  July  2d 
and  continued  three  days.  [ Boston  Jillas. 

Anotfer  Indian  eight.  By  the  steamer  San- 
tee, we  have  just  received  intelligence  ol  a battle 
w ith  the  Indians,  on  day  beloie  * estnday , within  a 
lew  miles  ol  Nc  w nansv  ille.  Ca|  I.  Beal,  ol  the  dra- 
goons, with  30  or  40  in*  n,  lieut.  Howe  o!  the  same 
corps,  with  12  men,  arid  e.. pt.  W alker,  a volunteer, 
fell  in  with  a body  ol  about  60  men,  who  gave  them 
a warm  salute.  Walk*  r was  kill*  d and  5 ol  B*  al’s 
company  were  wounded.  live  horse  s were  killed; 
among  them  Beal’s  and  Howe’s.  Several  Indians 
said  to  be  kill*  el. 

Gen. ‘I  a\ lor  with  six  companies  of  men  armed 
y estirday  at  Blai  k ere.  k,  amt  v.e  t r ust  I e will  so<  n 
teach  ll.e  savages  belter  manners  than  to  crowd 
themselves  thus  into  civiiiz.  et  .-* ci*  tv. 

[Jacksonville  Courier. 

From  Jamaica.  Kingston  papers  to  the  6th 
ultimo,  has  h-  e n received  at  the  New  York  Lx- 
ctiangr  R-  ndmg  Rooms  containing  ton  e li.t.r  st- 
ing lnlelligi  lice  re  spt  cling  tie  aj  |i*  i.tice  s)stem. 

On  the  5tli  nil.  the  council  and  house  oi  as- 
sen  bly  met  in  special  s ssicm,  anti  weie  aeldiessed 
l.y  ti.e  gov.  rtioi  to  the  Inflowing  elitci: 

Thaflie  had  called  them  ti  g*  tin r at  an  ui. usual 
season,  lo  take  into  tonsid*  ration  the  state  ol  the 
island  under  the  laws  tor  the  government  ul  the 
laboring  population;  that  the  subject  v as  stir  i gly 
agitated  throughout  tht  British  en.piie  and  m jar- 
1 ta  me  nt,  w here  1 he  I oneiable  it.oils  ol  n misters 
were  barely  sufficient  'o  maintain  tin  existing  law, 
as  an  obligation  ot  national  lailh;  tl  at  exc.lin  ti  t 
also  exisn  d among  the  a;  pre nttces,  but  that  tl  ey 
had  tested  in  sober  and  quiet  hope,  relying  on  the 
generosity  ol  the  cole  mat  legislature  lor  the  boon 
that  has  b*  en  granli  <1  to  tlieii  class  in  cl  In  r cole  me  s; 
and  that  it  e as  his  duly  to  it  c*  n in  t el  the  * ai  iy  and 
e quaf  abolition  ol  ap|  re  nticesl  ip  lot  all  class,  s. 

He  was  couunanete  (i  to  inlorni  the  m,  I i w * ver, 
that  no  question  ol  farther  compt nsat loti  wcield  he 
entertained  by  bee  majesty’s  ministeis;  but  he  en- 
treated them  to  consider  tlie  impiattical  ilily  of 
can  * ing  on  coercive  labor,  w ith  any  hope  ol  suc- 
cesslnl  agriculture. 

A. ter  a short  but  animat,  d dt  bate  in  the  I cuse, 
the  governor’s  address  was  rtferted  to  a committee 
of  seven. 

Maine.  The  hen.  John  S.  Faiijkld,  a member 
of  congress  from  Maine,  has  been  n<  rninaletl  ly  tie 
den.oc  ratio  cu.vent.cn  cl  that  slate  as  a cai.oidate 
lor  gov  e.  nor. 
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SPEEJH  OF  MR.  BONO,  OF  OHIO, 

Upon  the  resolution  to  correct  abuses  in  the  public  ex' 
peuititures,  and  to  separate  the  government  from  the 
press  Delivered,  in  the  house  of  representatives, 
April,  1838. 

M.\  Bond  <aid  he  rejoiced  that  the  attention  of  the 
house  and  of  the  country  was  again  invited  to  the  sub- 
ject of  retrenchment  and  reform.  He  was  aware  tlur 
tnese  terms  had  become  somewhat  hackneyed,  and  lie 
almost  feared  that  their  frequent  repetition  here  had 
rendered  them  trite  and  unmeaning.  They  had  been 
used,  as  was  well  known,  with  great  effect,  to  put  down 
one  administration  and  elevate  another.  That  end 
being  attained,  tuey  seemed  to  have  performed  their 
office,  so  far  at  least  as  the  party  now  in  power  are  con- 
cerned. All  must  admit  that  we  have  had  no  practical 
retrenchment  or  reform. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  wished  gentlemen  now  in  power  to 
admit  that  they  had  amused,  if  not  deceived,  the  people 
of  this  country  with  a mere  “ fancy  sketch.”  If  they 
would  not  make  this  concession,  then  he  called  upon 
them  to  specify  any  retrenchment  or  reform  which  they 
had  accomplished.  Bat,  sir,  if  they  fail  in  this,  as  l 
think  they  must,  then  I demand  their  reasons  for  not 
carrying  out  their  great  and  salutary  system  of  reform, 
for  wiiich  they  stood  solemnly  pledged  before  the  country. 

I am  unwilling  to  believe  that  the  terms  retrenchment 
and  reform  tuive  lost  their  just  and  virtuous  sense.  The 
people  ot  this  country  will  determine  whether  the  ne- 
cessity for  such  measures  had  passed  away  yvith  the 
simple  elevation  of  certain  men  to  power. 

lou,  Mr.  Speaker,  must  be  well  aware  that  some- 
thing more  than  this  was  promised.  You  professed, 
sir,  I mean  the  parly  with  which  you  act  professed,  to 
be  moved  by  the  purest  and  most  sacred  regard  for  the 
welfare  of  the  people.  We  find  recorded  here,  and  in 
die  senate,  a solemn  pledge  to  carry  into  effect  a syste- 
matic reform,  if  you  should  be  placed  in  power.  This 
was  done,  sir,  m March,  1829,  and  you  have  held  un- 
disturbed possession  ever  since.  D iring  that  time, 
now  going  on  ten  years,  what  part  of  your  pledge  has 
been  reueemed  ? 

I desire  to  conduct  this  discussion  fairly,  and  with  en- 
tire accuracy  as  to  facts.  I wi  h so  to  stale  them,  too, 
that  all  may  form  a just  opinion  in  relation  to  the  sin- 
eertiy  and  good  faith  of  those  whose  conduct  may  be 
br  Light  under  review. 

Was  it  really  true,  sir,  that  the  expenditures  of  the 
government  were  unnecessarily  large  ? Had  the  pre- 
sident too  much  power,  aud  w.,s  there  a necessity  for 
restraining  n?  Was  the  patronage  of  the  government 
so  eno. mons  as  to  require  checks  to  be  pfacetl  on  it? 
Was  this  patronage  used  for  political  ends,  especially 
the  patronage  of  the  press?  Was  it  true  ttiat  the  free- 
dom of  the  press  and  the  security  of  our  liberty  demand- 
ed that  the  proving  patronage  should  be  withdrawn 
from  the  several  departments,  and  the  state  depart- 
ment i.i  particular? 

Ali  these  inquiries  are  suggested  by  the  declarations 
and  avowals  of  the  present  dominant  party  when  they 
Sought  for  elevation.  But  lest  gentlemen  may  have  for- 
gotten the  precise  charges  made  against  Mr.  Adams’ 
autn  msirauo.i,  I beg  leave  to  read  from  certain  docu- 
ments of  tins  house  and  of  die  senate,  in  which  these 
griefs  and  complaints,  with  the  promised  reforms,  are 
duly  recorded. 

Tile  first,  in  point  of  time,  is  a report  made  to  the 
sena.e  in  1336,  by  a select  commi  te,  (of  wiiich  Mr. 
Benton  was  chairman,)  “to  which  was  referred  a pro- 
position to  inquire  into  the  expediency  ot  reducing  the 
patronage  of  die  executive  government  of  trie  United 
rfia’es.”  In  this  document  Mr.  Benton  repous: 

“ That,  after  mature  deliberation,  the  committee  are 
of  opinion  til. it  it  is  expedient  to  diminish  or  to  regulate 
by  law  the  executive  patronage  of  the  federal  govern- 
ment, whenever  the  same  can  be  done  consistently 
with  the  provisions  of  the  constitution, jand  without  im- 
pairing tiie  proper  efficiency  of  the  government.  Act- 
ing under  this  conviction,  they  have  reviewed  as  care- 
i'jUy  as  ti  ne  and  other  engagements  would  permit  them 
to  do,  the  uegree  and  amount  of  patronage  now  exer- 
cised by  the  president,  and  have  arrived  ai  the  conclu- 
sion that  the  same  may  and  ought  to  be  diminished  by 
law.” 

For  this  purpose  that  committee  then  reported  six 
bills  ; one  of  them  proposed  to  regulate  the  publication 
of  the  laws  and  of  public  advertisements  ; another  had 
this  imposing  :i  le — ‘a  bill  to  secure  in  office  the  faithful 
collectors  and  disbursers  of  the  revenue,  and  to  displace 
defaulters.”  But,  besides  its  alluring  title,  that  bill  also 
contained  the  following  provision: 

“ That  in  ail  nominations  made  by  the  president  to 
the  senate  to  till  vacancies  occasioned  by  he  exercise 
oi  the  president’s  power  to  re  nove  from  office,  the  fact 
of  the  rem  >val  shall  be  s'ared  to  the  senate  at  the  same 
time  the  nomination  is  made,  with  asta'ement  of  the  rea- 
so  is  for  which  such  officer 'nay  have  been  removed.” 
The  other  four  hills  also  looked  to  the  restraint  or 
reduciiun  of  the  president’s  power  and  patronage.  It 
is  unnecessary  now  to  read  ; hem.  The  report  proceeds: 

“ The  committee  do  not  doubt  but  that  there  are  ma- 
ny other  branches  of  executive  patronage,  in  addition 
to  ihose  which  are  comprehended  in  the  provisions  of 
these  bills,  which  might  he  advantageously  regulaied 
by  law.  Far  from  thinking  that  they  have  exliaus'ed 
the  subject,  they  believe  tlia  they  have  only  opened  it, 
and  that  nothing  more  ca  1 be  docent  this  time  than  to 
toy  th  foundation  of  a system,  to  be  followed  up  and  com- 
pleted hereafter."  I 


Mr.  Bond  said  that,  u nwiths'anding  a series  of  years 
had  elapsed,  and  Mr.  Benton  and  his  friends  had  full 
p iwer,  the  people  had  looked  in  vain  for  a superstruc- 
ture on  this  “ foundation  of  a system  of  refii  m,  which 
this  famous  report  proposed  to  have  laid.  That  same 
committee,  too,  assert  and  claim  for  the  senate  “the 
control  over  appoin'ments  to  office,”  and  say  they  “ be- 
lieve that  diey  will  be  ac  ing  in  the  spirit  of  the  consfi- 
tuiion  in  laboring  to  multiply  the  guards  and  to  strength- 
en tiie  barriers  against  the  possible  abuse  of  power.’’ 
This  is  necessary,  they  say,  where  laws  “are executed 
by  civil  and  military  officers,  by  armies  and  navies,  by 
courrs  of  justice,  and  bv  the  collection  and  disburse- 
ment of  revenue,  with  all  its  train  of  salaries,  jobs,  and 
contracts;  and  where,  in  this  aspect  of  the  reality,  we 
behold  the  working  of  patronage,  and  discover  the  rea- 
son why  so  many  s’and  ready,  in  any  country  and  in 
all  ages,  to  flock  to  the  standard  of  power,  wheresoever 
and  by  whomsoever  it  may  be  raised.’’  The  number 
of  office  holders  is  spoken  of  as  large  and  still  rapidly 
increasing,  and  the  report  proceeds:  ‘Each  person 
employee!  will  have  a circle  of  greater  or  less  diameter, 
of  which  he  is  the  centre  and  soul — a circle  composed 
of  friends  and  relations,  and  of  individuals  employed 
by  himself  on  public  or  on  private  account.  By  way 
of  illustrating  the  great  number  of  office-holders  and 
their  combined  power,  Mr.  Benton  then  turns  to  the 
“ Blue  Book  of  the  republic, ’’  which  he  also  calls  “ c 
gro  wing  little  volume,”  and  says  it  “ corresponds  will 
the  Red  Bo  ik  of  monarchies.” 

Mr.  Speaker,  this  Blue  Book  is  indeed  a “growing 
little  volume,’’  but  ir  has  grown  more  rapidly  in  the  nine 
years  of  this  government,  administered  under  the  ad- 
vice of  Mr.  Benton  and  his  friends,  than  it  did  iri  dou- 
ble that  time,  before  they  came  into  power.  I present 
now,  sir,  for  your. inspection,  the  Blue  Book  for  1828, 
and  that  for  the  last  year,  1837.  It  is  plain  that  the  last 
is  nearly  or  quite  double  the  size  of  the  former;  and  if 
ihe  contents  of  the  two  are  compared,  the  number  of 
office  holders,  i heir  salaries  and  compensation,  the  va- 
rious divisions  and  subdivisions  of  every  department,  it 
will  be  seen  that,  under  this  h asted  system  of  retrench- 
ment and  reform,  nothing  has  been  curtailed,  bu1,  on 
the  contrary,  a great  increase  in  the  number  of  office 
holders,  with  increased  salaries.  To  'his,  too,  is  to  be 
added  a most  alarming  addiiion  in  all  the  public  ex- 
penditures of  the  country,  greatly  exceeding  in  amount 
the  expenses  "of  that  administration  which  was  charged 
as  wasteful!  And  if  ihis  state  of  things  is  not  checked 
in  time,  we  may  yet  realize  that  this  Blue  Book  not 
only  “ corresponds  with,”  hut  lias  actually  become,  the 
“Red  Book  of  a monarchy,’’  in  this  our  boasted  republic! 

Mr.  Benton,  in  his  report,  exhibits  a list,  taken  from 
the  Blue  Book  of  1825,  of  all  the  officers,  with  their  sala- 
ries, at  the  custom-house  in  the  city  of  New  York. 
Tne  number  thus  given  is  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
fqur,  and  the  aggregate  amount  ol  their  compensation 
is  stated  $119,620  39.  He  then  exclaims— 

“ A formidable  list,  indeed! — formidable  in  numbers, 
and  still  more  so  from  the  vast  amount  of  money  in 
their  hands.  The  action  of  such  a body  of  men,  sup- 
posing them  to  be  animated  by  one  spirit,  must  be  tre- 
mendous in  an  election;  and  ttiat  they  will  be  so  ani- 
mated is  a proposition  too  plain  to  need  demonstration. 
Power  over  a man’s  support  has  always  been  held  and 
admitted  to  be  power  over  his  will.  The  president  has 
1 power’  over  the  ‘ support’  of  all  these  officers,  and  they 
again  have  power  over  the  support  of  debtor  merchants 
to  the  amount  often  millions  of  dollars  per  annum,  and 
over  the  daily  support  of  a i immense  number  of  indi- 
viduals, professional,  mechanical,  and  day-laboring,  to 
whom  (hey  can  and  will  extend  or  deny  a valuable  pri- 
vate as  well  as  public  patronage,  according  to  the  part 
they  shall  act  in  srate  as  well  as  in  federal  elections.” 
And  to  all  this,  the  report  still  adds  the  naval  and 
military  establishment,  the  judiciary,  the  post  office, 
and  presses,  with  what  it  calls  the  “ unknown  and  un- 
know nablo  list  of  jobbers  and  contractors;  and  the  still 
more  inscrutable  list  of  expectants  who  are  waiting  for 
‘dead  men’s  shoes,  and  willing  in  the  mean  while  to 
do  any  thing  that  the  living  men  wish.’’  Having  thus 
glowingly  described  the  state  ol  patronage,  and  the  sub- 
servient league  and  unprincipled  devotion  of  the  office- 
holders, Mr.  Benton  then  says: 

“ The  power  of  patronage,  unless  checked  by  the 
vigorous  interposition  of  congress,  must  go  on  increas- 
ing, until  federal  influence  in  many  parts  of  this  con- 
federation will  predominate  in  elections  as  completely 
as  British  influence  predominates  in  the  elections  of 
Scotland  and  Ireland,  in  rotten  boiough  towns,  and  in 
the  great  naval  stations  of  Portsmouth  and  Plymouth.” 
VVe  are  also  told  by  Mr.  Benton  that  “ me  whole 
of  this  great  power  will  ceiure  in  the  presidem,”  and  the 
report  then  warns  the  country  in  ihese  impressive  terms: 
“The  king  of  England  is  the  ‘fountain  of  honor;’ 
the  president  of  the  United  Spates  is  the  source  ol  pat- 
ro  lage.  He  presides  over  the  entire  system  of  federal 
appointments,  jobs,  and  contracts;  he  has  ‘ power’  over 
the  ‘support’  of  the  individuals  who  administer  the  sys- 
tem. lie  makes  and  unmakes  them.  He  chooses  from 
the  circle  of  his  friends  and  supporters,  and  may  dismiss 
them,  and,  upon  all  the  principles  of  human  action,  will 
dismiss  them,  as  often  as  they  disappoint  his  expecta- 
tions. His  spirit  will  anima  e their  actions  in  all  the 
• 1 ciions  to  state  and  federal  offices.  There  may  be 
exceptions,  but  the  truth  of  a general  rule  is.proved  by 
he  exception.  The  intended  check  and  control  of  the 
senate,  without  new  ronstitutional  or  statutory  provisions, 
will,  cease  to  operate.  Patronage  will  penetrate  this  body,  i 
su  >due  its  capacity  of  resistance , chain  it  to  the  car  of  | 
I pjwer,  and  e..a_lc  the  president  to  rule  as  easily  and 


much  more  securely  with  than  without  the  nominal 
check  of  the  senate!’’  “ We  must  look  forward  to  the 
time  when  the  nomination  ot  the  president  can  carry 
any  man  through  the  senate,  and  nis  reconimendauon 
can  carry  any  measure  through  the  two  houses  of  con- 
gress; -when  the  principle  of  public  action  will  be  open 
and  avowed — die  president  wants  my  vote,  and  I want 
his  patronage;  / will  vote  os  he  wishes,  and  he  will  give 
me  the  office  I wish  for.  What  will  this  be  but  the  go- 
vernment of  one  man?  and  what  is  the  government  of 
one  man  but  a monarchy?” 

Mr.  Bond  said  he  hoped  the  house  would  pardon  him 
for  reading  from  this  report  these  passages,  which  so 
happily  illustrate  the  growth  and  power  of  patronage. 
They  were  referred  to  for  the  purpose  of  sustaining  the 
allegation  whicli  he  had  made,  that  the  present  domi- 
nant party  professed  to  entertain  serious  fears  for  the 
perpetuity  or  security  of  our  institutions  and  liberty, 
if  this  public  patronage  was  not  checked  or  restrained 
by  some  statutory  remedies,  which  they  submitted  for 
consideration,  and  promised  to  adopt,  at  some  conve- 
nient season,  if  placed  in  power.  Well,  sir,  they  suc- 
ceeded, and  got  the  administration  of  our  government 
into  their  own  hands:  and  what  has  the  country  realiz- 
ed? Why,  the  number  of  custom-house  officers  at 
New  York  has  grown  from  174  to  414!  and  their  com- 
pensation is  increased  from  $119,062  39  to  $409,669  32! 
But,  besides  their  stated  compensation,  it  appears  that 
in  the  vear  1836  the  various  subordinate  officers  of  the 
New  York  custom-house  were  allowed  among  them 
upwards  of  $53,000!  And  the  collector  at  Philadelphia, 
during  the  same  year,  received,  beyond  his  salary,  up- 
wards of  $3,000;  the  same  officer  in  Boston  upwards 
of  $2  300;  and  many  others  very  considerable  sums, 
which  I will  not  take  time  to  specify. 

We  thus  realize  the  inordinate  and  dangerous  in- 
crease in  this  branch  of  patronage,  foretold  by  the  re- 
port. What  has  been  done  to  limit  and  restrain  this 
patronage?  Where  is  the  statutory  remedy,  the  bill 
which  was  reported  for  that  purpose?  Sir,  it  has  had 
quiet  repose,  and  has  never  been  heard  of  since  the 
success  of  “ the  party.”  The  moment  power  was  ob- 
tained, the  admission  made  in  the  report,  that  the  senate 
had  control  over  appointments  is  denied  in  practice; 
and  the  right  asserted  by  the  committee,  to  call  on  the 
president  for  his  reasons  in  case  of  a removal  from 
office,  is  now  scoffed  at  and  contemned  by  Mr.  Ben- 
ton, Mr.  Van  Buren,  and  tiie  whole  party  who  made 
or  approved  that  report!  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  one  of 
the  committee  by  whom  that  report  was  made;  and 
yet  he  and  his  party  openly  violate  and  disregard  every 
principle  it  urged!  He  now  holds  the  “power”  over  the 
“supp  rl”  of  these  trained  bands  of  office-holders  at 
New  York  and  throughout  the  country.  “He  makes 
ana  unmakes  them;”  and  “ his  spirit  will  animate  their 
actions  in  all  elections.’’  Almost  the  first  notice  we 
have  of  the  appointment  of  Jesse  Hoyt  to  the  collector’s 
office  in  New  York  is  the  annunciation  of  his  official 
presence  and  activity  in  the  charter  election  of  that  city. 
We  hear  of  him  bv  day  and  by  night,  heading  his  co- 
hort of  414  office-holders,  with  the  1,000  expectants; 
and  leading  them  to  the  charge!  Mr.  Van  Buren  told 
us,  in  the  report,  that  “the  action  of  such  a body  of 
men,  supposing  them  to  be  animated  by  one  spirit, 
must  he  tremendous  in  an  election:’’  and  that  they 
would  be  so  animated,  he  said,  was  “ a proposition  too 
plain  to  need  demonslraiion.”  But  I suppose,  he  wishes 
us  to  believe  that  in  his  hands  all  this  power  and  pa- 
tronage will  be  harmless!  The  case  of  the  New  York 
collector  furnishes  my  answer  to  this:  and,  if  another 
illustration  is  needed,  I refer  you,  Mr.  Speaker  to  the 
appointment  of  Mr.  Wolf  to  the  collector’s  office  in 
Philadelphia.  That  gentleman,  you  know,  sir,  afier 
holding  the  honorable  place  of  governor  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, proudly  called  the  keystone  stale,  was  seduced 
here  for  a paltry  clerkship.  We  heard  recently,  that 
he  was  dissatisfied  in  the  contrast  between  the  place 
itiven  him  and  that  provided  lor  his  political  rival,  (Mr. 
Muhlenberg.)  Governor  Wolf,  it  was  said,  had  resolv- 
ed to  vdthdraw,  and  gave  some  indication  of  hostility 
to  the  president.  At  this  juncture  the  power  of  patron- 
age is  invoked — the  collector  at  Philadelphia  is  made 
to  take  the  clerkship  at  Washington,  and  governor 
Wolt’s  opposition  is  quieted  in  the  collector^  office, 
thus  vacated.  In  an  instant  a new  allegiance  is  sworn, 
and  governor  Wolf  iniiiates  himself  in  his  new  office, 
by  heading  a call  for  a political  meeting  in  the  city  of 
Ins  official  duties!  Who  does  not  see  the  peculiar  fit- 
ness of  the  suggestion  before  quoted  from  the  report  of 
Mr  Van  Buren  and  others  of  the  select  commiltee — 
“ The  President  wunts  my  vote,  and  I want  his  vatronage; 
[ will  vole  as  he  wishes,  and  he  will  give  me  the  office  I 
wish  for." 

Mr.  Speaker,  I will  now  add  a remark  or  two,  and 
pass  from  this  report.  The  committee  who  made  it 
consisted  of  Mr.  Benton,  Mr.  Macon,  Mr.  Van  Buren, 
Mr.  White,  Mr.  Findlav,  Mr.  Dickerson,  Mr  Holmes, 
Mr.  Hayne,  and  Mr.  Richard  M.  Johnson,  all  at  the 
time  the  zealous  friends  of  general  Jackson,  except, 
perhaps,  Mr.  Holmes.  They  urged  the  impropriety  of 
appointing  members  of  congress  to  office,  and  the  ex- 
pediency of  providing  against  it.  From  the  moment 
they  came  into  power  their  report  and  professions  are 
forgot'en,  andjin  four  years  they  appoint  more  mem- 
bers of  congress  to  office  than  had  been  done  in  all  the 
previous  history  of  the  government.  They  also  told  the 
couuiry,  in  that  report,  that  the  press,  the  post  office, 
the  armed  force,  and  the  appointing  power,  were  the 
| most  dangerous  portions  of  the  federal  executive  pa- 
| tronage.  And  they  professed  to  have  found  a remedy 
. for  these  dangers  in  certain  bills  which  they  submitted. 
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They  there  tell  us,  too,  that  all  this  power  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  president,  and  that  he  is  not  in  the  hands  of 
the  people.  Indeed,  they  say,  “ the  president  may,  and, 
in  the  current  of  human  affairs,  will  he  against  the  peo- 
ple,’’ and  the  conclusion  of  the  whole  is,  “ the  safely  of 
the  people  is  the  ‘ supreme  law',’  and  to  ensure  thal 
safety  these  arbiters  of  human  fate  (the  press,  the  post 
office,  the  armed  force,  and  the  appointing  power)  must 
change  position,  and  take  post  on  the  side  of  the  peo- 
ple.’’ Mr.  Speaker,  we  have  found  it  true,  indeed,  that 
the  president  is  not  in  the  hands  of  the  people,  and  that 
he  will  even  turn  against  them!  Look,  sir,  at  Mr.  Van 
Buren’s  December  message,  and  see  the  opprobrium 
which  he  casts  upon  the  people  of  his  own  state  for 
daring  to  exercise  their  elective  franchise  contrary  to 
his  will!  Notwithstanding  his  professions,  and  the 
pledged  faith  of  his  report,  he  violently  retains  the  con- 
trol of  these  “ arbiters  of  human  fate,”  and  will  not  suf- 
fer them  “ to  change  position  and  take  post  on  the  side 
of  the  people!’’ 

Mr.  Bond  said  he  would  next  call  the  attention  of 
gentlemen  to  what  had  passed  in  this  house  on  the  sub- 
ject of  retrenchment  and  reform;  and  he  regretted  to 
find  such  marvellous  discrepancy  between  the  “ say- 
ings and  doings’’  of  “ the  party,”  on  that  subject.  The 
journals  of  the  house  show  that  in  February,  1828,  a 
select  committee  was  appointed  to  consider  and  report 
on  this  whole  matter:  the  gentlemen  appointed  were 
Mr.  Hamilton,  Mr.  Ingham,  Mr.  Rives,  Mr.  Wiekliffe, 
Mr.  Cambreleng.  Mr.  Sergeant,  and  Mr.  Everett,  ali 
friends  of  general  Jackson,  save  the  two  last.  They 
were  charged  to  inquire  into  the  whole  machinery  of 
the  government;  with  a view  to  reduce  its  expenses  and 
patronage,  and  to  correct  all  abuses.  They  engaged  in 
and  devoted  themselves  to  this  task;  their  report,  I 
mean  the  report  of  the  four  avowed  reformers,  professed 
to  the  country  that  the  public  expenditures  at  home 
and  abroad  were  unnecessarily  great;  that  every  thing 
was  done  on  too  grand  a scale;  that  each  department 
had  too  many  clerks  and  spent  too  much  money;  that 
this  was  also  the  case  in  congress,  whose  sessions  were 
needlessly  prolonged;  and,  by  way  of  correcting  this 
latter  evil,  they  recommended  that  “ the  compensation 
of  members,  during  the  first  session  of  each  congress, 
be  reduced  to  $2  per  day,  from  and  after  the  first  Mon- 
day in  April,  if  congress  should  sit  beyond  that  day.’’ 

Mr.  Bond  said  he  would  not  read  the  report  to  the 
house,  but  he  hoped  this  notice  of  it  might  aid  in  recall- 
ing it  to  public  recollection,  whereby  it  would  be  seen 
how  much  had  been  proposed  and  how  little  had  been 
done.  Here,  too,  it  will  be  found,  that  in  concert  with 
their  co-laborers  in  the  senate,  the  house  reformers  de- 
scribe most  graphically  the  extent  and  power  of  pa- 
tronage, and  for  all  their  discovered  abuses  they  sug- 
gest remedies.  But,  Mr.  Speaker,  great  as  this  work 
was  represented  to  be,  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
(Mr.  Cambreleng)  and  his  friends  told  the  country  in 
this  report  that  they  had  made  only  a beginning,  whai 
in  hunters’  phrase  is  called  a mere  “ priming.”  They 
then  inform  us  that  nothing  more  in  the  way  of  reform 
could  be  done  by  ihern,  until  the  people  should  drive 
from  the  citadel  of  power  those  who  then  held  it,  and 
place  it  under  the  control  of  these  zealous  reformers. 
This  was  done.  This  specious  report,  like  its  twin-sis- 
ter of  the  senate,  was  trumpeted  aloud  by  its  friends; 
and  at  public  expense,  under  the  order  of  the  house, 
many  thousand  copies  of  it  were  scattered  throughout 
the  country.  The  people  read,  and,  honestly  believing 
it,  took  the  alarm,  and  placed  these  reformers  in  power. 

And  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  af:er  your  undisturbed  pos- 
session for  nine  years,  what  has  been  done?  Have  you 
reduced  any  expenditure,  corrected  any  abuse,  or  pro- 
vided any  restraint  on  the  power  of  patronage?  No, 
sir,  no.  But,  on  the  contrary,  your  party  in  power 
have  made  all  public  expenditures  greater  than  before; 
you  have  practised  the  very  abuses  of  power  of  which 
you  complained,  and  have  not  provided  any  restraint 
on  executive  patronage!  We  have  thus  a practical 
illustration  of  the  abuse  of  the  identical  power  of  which 
your  friends,  when  sounding  the  alarm,  gave  only  a 
theoretic  description. 

Mr.  B.  said  the  resolution  now  under  consideration 
still  looked  to  reform,  and  especially  to  the  correction 
of  the  abuse  of  power  in  regard  to  the  public  printing. 
The  gentleman  who  offers  it,  (Mr.  Hopkins ,)  though 
acting  with  the  administration  generally,  is  not  blind 
to  the  abuses  which  may  be  committed.  He  is  still  de- 
manding reform  from  principle,  and  is  not  satisfied 
that  abuses  have  been  corrected  by  a simple  change  of 
men.  I am  surprised,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  find  'his  reso- 
lution opposed  by  the  administration.  The  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire,  (Mr.  Cushman,)  resists  it  on 
most  extraordinary  grounds.  He  admits  abuses,  but 
says  it  is  impracticable  to  correct  them,  and  therefore 
useless  to  pass  the  resolution.  Is  it  possible  that  such 
an  objection  can  be  openly  avowed  and  sustained 
here  ? The  gentleman  says  it  is  the  usage  of  party  to 
dispose  of  this  patronage  in  its  own  way,  and  that  he 
never  neard  of  any  complaint  against  Mr.  Adams’ 
administration  for  so  doing.  Here,  sir,  is  another  open 
avowal  of  the  doctrine,  “that  the  spoils  belong  to  the 
victors.” 

[Mr.  Cushman  here  explained,  and  observed  he  had 
not  said  the  spoils  belong  to  the  victors.] 

Mr.  Bond  admitted  that  the  gentleman  had  not  used 
those  identical  words,  but  this  was  the  doctrine  of  the 
party  with  which  he  acted,  and  a distinguished  mem- 
ber of  that  party,  now  the  governor  of  New  York, 
(Mr.  Marcy,)  had,  when  a member  of  the  sena'e  of 
the  United  States,  openly  used  those  terms,  and  justi- 
fied this  usage  of  party.  The  friends  of  the  adminis- 


tration uniformly  practised  under  this  precept,  what- 
ever may  be  their  theory.  I do  not  wish  to  do  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  Hampshire  any  injustice,  and  wiii 
read  from  his  remarks  as  published,  and  he  will  then 
have  an  opportunity  of  correcting  them,  if  erroneously 
printed.  The  gentleman  is  reported  as  having  said: 

“It  was  well  Known,  that  since  the  establishment  ol 
the  government,  the  dominant  party,  whichever  it 
might  be,  had  invariably  employed  what  has  been 
called,  if  you  please,  partisan  printers  and  partisan 
editors.  But  why  should  they  not  do  so?  So  long  as  the 
opposition  had  the  predominancy,  they  used  to  sup 
ply  their  own  partisan  printers,  and  no  complaint  was 
made  about  it : and  why  should  any  complaint  arise  now? 
He  saw  no  reason  for  it.” 

Here,  then,  I think,  sir,  a position  is  taken  and  terms 
used  in  effect  the  same,  and  tending  directly  to  the 
doctrine  that  the  “spoils  belong  to  the  victors.”  But 
can  it  be  possible  that  the  gentleman  thinks  he  is  cor- 
rect and  sustained  by  the  facts,  when  he  says  that  no 
complaint  was  made  against  Mr.  Adams’  administra- 
tion on  account  of  the  exercise  of  the  printing  patron- 
age ? Has  he  forgotten  that  Isaac  Hill,  the  present 
governor  of  his  own  state,  was  the  editor  and  publisher 
jf  a newspaper  called  “the  Ne  w Hampshire  Patriot,” 
and  that  the  discontinuance  of  the  publication  of  the 
laws  in  that  paper  was  considered  so  outrageous  a per- 
secution for  opinion’s  sake,  that  it  may  almost  be  said 
to  have  given  him  his  subsequent  political  elevation  an* 
consequence?  The  discontinuance  of  Isaac  Hill  as 
printer  of  the  laws  was  occasioned,  too,  by  his  pub- 
lishing a libel  on  the  lady  of  the  president,  without  the 
least  semblance  of  truth,  and  so  grossly  indecent  that 
Mr.  Randolph,  though  a zealous  opposer  of  Mr.  Ad- 
ams, said  it  ought  not  even  to  be  read  on  this  floor. 
The  occasion,  however,  was  seized,  to  bring  the  sub- 
ject of  public  printing  under  discussion  in  this  house, 
and  Mr.  Saunders,  of  North  Carolina,  introduced  a 
resolution  calling  upon  the  secretary  of  state  to  report 
what  changes  had  been  made  in  the  newspapers 
printing  the  laws,  together  with  his  reasons  for  such 
changes.  A long  and  spirited  debate  followed  ; and 
as  gentlemen  seem  to  have  such  imperfect  recollection 
of  the  events  of  that  day,  some  little  reference  may  per- 
haps be  usefully  made  to  what  was  said  in  that  debate. 
It  will  be  observed  that  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Saunders, 
and  those  who  supported  it,  required  reasons  to  be  given 
for  a removal  from  office.  Since  they  came  into  power, 
however,  thal  doctrine  has  been  denied  and  repudiated. 

Mr.  Bond  said  he  proposed  to  prove  by  this  debate 
that  the  present  administration  came  into  power  de- 
claring that  the  printing  patronage  of  the  government 
was  inordinate  and  dangerous  ; that  it  ought  to  be  re- 
strained and  regulated  bylaw;  and,  in  fine,  promising, 
if  elevated,  to  withdraw  ns  exercise  from  the  executive 
hands.  The  mover  of  that  resolution  (Mr.  Saunders) 
said  : 

“I  trust  I shall  not  be  accused  of  getting  up  this  call 
for  purposes  of  effect,  nor  be  told  this  is  a small  busi- 
ness.” “He  was  not  to  be  told  that  the  pecuniary 
amount  involved  in  this  matter  was  too  small  to  influ- 
ence the  editors  of  this  country.”  “The  total  sum  thus 
distributed  could  not  amount  to  less  than  between 
twenty  and  thirty  thousand  dollars.”  “There  were 
eighty-two  papers  employed  in  publishing  the  laws ;” 
"it  was  not  of  the  expense  that  he  complained,  but  of 
the  purpose  by  which  it  was  controlled.”  “It  was  thus 
calculated  to  operate,  and  did  actually  operate,  so  far 
as  it  went,  to  control  the  freedom  of  the  press,  and  to 
enlist,  throughout  the  country,  that  powerful  instrument 
in  behalf  of  the  views  of  the  state  department.  In  this 
respect,  it  was  much  mure  effectual  and  much  more 
dangerous  than  the  far-famed  alien  and  sedition 
laws.” 

Mr.  Saunders  concluded  by  saying  that  it  was  his 
“intention  to  take  this  power  from  the  state  department 
and  place  it  elsewhere.”  A member  from  Tennessee, 
(Mr.  Houston,)  afterwards  governor  of  that  state,  and 
now  the  president  of  Texas,  sustained  Mr.  Saunders’ 
resolution,  and  denied  the  right  of  the  secretary  of 
state  to  change  the  publication  of  the  laws  for  opinion’s 
sake.  He  alleged  that  the  practice  of  that  deparment 
“had  been  to  allow  an  individual  who  might  be  person- 
ally opposed  to  the  views  and  opinions  of  the  head  of 
the  department,  if  he  was  honest  and  capable  as  a pub- 
ic officer,  to  retain  his  place.”  He  asked  ‘ if  changes 
had  seen  made  in  order  that  the  patronage  of  the  gov- 
ernment may  flow  in  a particular  channel?  Such  a 
course  would  gag  the  free  expression  of  opinion.’’  He 
said  : 

“Patronage  is  not  a thing  local  and  circumscribed, 
it  seeks  everv  Ijf tie  ramification  into  which  it.  can  by 
any  possibility  insinuate  itself.  It  is  like  the  progress 
ol  a cancer  in  the  human  body;  it  seizes  on  every  vein 
and  artery,  one  after  another,  nor  stops  its  progress  till 
the  sufferer  sinks,  and  then  the  kniie  is  too  late  ap- 
plied.” 

Next  came  Mr.  Hamilton,  of  South  Carolina,  the 
chairman  of  that  retrenchment  committee  to  which  I 
have  already  alluded.  That  gentleman  said  : 

“These  eighty-t wo  presses  would  be  put  on  the  diet 
of  a wholesome  regimen,  and  in  the  course  of  a salu- 
tary discipline.  The  sturdy  and  independent  would 
be  turned  out  to  be  fed  on  such  offals  as  they  might  be 
able  to  pick  up,  until  the  whole  pack  should  open  in  full 
and  harmonious  cry,  in  one  common  note,  from  the 
sturdy  mastiff  that  howls  at  the  door  of  the  treasury, 
to  the  most  starveling  turnspit  that  barks  on  the  farthest 
verge  of  our  frontier.” 

M*.  Bond  said  he  would  not  stop  to  inquire  whether 
we  did  now  realize,  in  the  present  official  organ,  the 


Globe,  “that  sturdy  mastiff  that  howls  at  the  door  of 
the  treasury.”  Mr.  Hamilton  continued: 

“Is  it  necessary  that  the  executive  should  have  a 
government  press,  to  be  paid  for  by  the  people  out  of 
the  public  coffers,  to  sustain  the  measures  of  the  adm'n- 
istration,  whether  right  or  wrong?”  “If,”  said  he  “a 
secretary  of  state  can  so  apply  the  patronage  of  the 
government  as  to  nourish  to  venal  accord  eighty-two 
presses  i,i  our  country  to  praise  every  thing  the  admi- 
nistration should  do,  and  subject  their  proprietors  to 
the  punishment  of  the  loss  of  this  patronage  if  they 
dare  to  censure  its  measures,  this  forms  distinctly  a 
government  press,  which  is  more  alarming  to  the  liner- 
ties  of  the  people  than  the  organization  of  the  whole  of 
gen.  Brown’s  army  of  six  thousand  men,  formed  into 
a guard  of  the  palace.  If  eighty-two  .presses  can  be 
made  to  speak  as  it  were  in  one  voice  that  all  that  the 
governmentdoes  is  excellent,  and  what  all  those  who  are 
opposed  to  them  say  is  false  and  factious,  this  constant 
combined  and  concerted  language  wiil  soon  have  a 
tendency  to  make  those  who  hear  little  else  believe  all 
this  is  true.” 

Mr.  Bond  hoped  the  house  would  pardon  him  for 
this  long  extract.  Mr.  Hamilton,  from  whose  speech 
it  is  taken,  was  at  the  time  a friend  of  gen.  Jackson, 
and  zealously  engaged  in  elevating  him  to  power.  In 
thus  describing  the  government  patronage  over  the 
press,  that  gentleman  said  he  was  merely  warning  the 
country  of  dangers  which  might  be  realized,  if  no  re- 
straint was  imposed  on  that  patronage.  General  Jack- 
son  was  eleva’ed,  and  Mr.  Van  Buren  succeeded  him, 
and  is  now  in  power.  Instead  of  eighty-two  presses 
thus  employed  by  the  government,  they  have  now  con- 
siderably upwards  of  one  hundred,  and  the  patronage 
is  held  and  exercised  without  any  manner  of  check  or 
restraint.  In  this,  surely,  the  country  was  disap- 
pointed. 

But  you,  also,  Mr.  Speaker,  took  part  in  that  de- 
bate, and  warned  the  country  of  the  danger  of  this  pa- 
tronage, and  the  necessity  of  restraining  it.  I hope, 
sir,  it  will  no*  be  out  of  order  to  draw  on  your  remarks, 
in  aid  of  my  present  purpose.  The  sentiments  which 
you  expressed  are  perfectly  just,  and  must  command 
the  approbation  of  all  impartial  minds. 

I have  preferred,  sir,  sustaining  the  resolution  now 
under  cqnsideration  by  the  arguments  and  illustrations 
of  the  friends  of  general  Jackson,  rather  than  to  at- 
tempt any  new  suggestions. 

You  will  remember,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  some  friend 
of  Mr.  Clay,  the  then  secretary  of  state,  intimated  that 
the  resolution  of  Mr.  Saunders  savored  somewhat  of 
the  Spanish  inquisition  At  this  your  indignation  was 
aroused,  and  you  exclaimed: 

“Inquisitorial,  sir!  And  has  the  time  arrived  in  this 
country  when  it  is  deemed  inquisitorial  respectfully  to 
ask  a public  officer,  who  is  responsible  to  the  people 
whose  representatives  we  are,  for  the  public  reasons 
(not  the  private  motives)  of  his  public  conduct?  Is  it 
insulting  to  demand  of  a public  officer  to  explain  and 
account  for  his  conducl?  is  the  transatlantic  doctrine, 
that  “ffe  king  can  do  no  wrong,”  to  be  introduced 
here?  Though  we  have  no  alien  and  sedition  laws, 
are  we  to  have  what  is  tantamount  to  them?  Are  the 
public  functionaries  of  the  government  to  be  wrapped 
up  iff  the  robes  of  office,  and  to  be  held  irresponsible  to 
the  people  or  the  people’s  representatives?  And  are  all 
those  who  have  firmness  and  independence  enough 
fearlessly  to  inquire  into  tbe  conduct  of  public  men,  and 
the  manner  in  which  the  public  money  is  expended, 
to  be  denounced  by  the  partisans  and  servile  adherents 
of  the  house  that  now  reigns,  as  factious  oppositionists? 
Sir,  (you  continued,  Mr.  Speaker.)  this  power  of  ap- 
pointing the  public  printer  is  improperly  lodged  where 
it  is.  It  is,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  subject  to  abuse,  and 
may  be  improperly  used  for  the  purpose  of  muzzling 
and  influencing  the  liberty  of  the  press.” 

That  being  the  case,  you  proposed,  sir.  “to  remove 
his  power  ot  appointment  from  the  department  of  state, 
and  vest  it  somewhere  else,  where  it  would  be  more 
safely  and  properly  exercised.”  The  country  is  aware, 
Mr.  Speaker,  that  you  have  continued  to  be  a member 
of  this  house  ever  since  you  made  the  remarks  just 
quoted,  now  more  than  eleven  years.  Some  expecta- 
tion was  cherished  that  you  would,  when  in  a majority 
here,  practise  under  these  opinions,  and  remove  this 
printing  patronage  “from  the  department  of  state,  and 
vest  it  somewhere  else,  where  it  would  be  mure  safely 
and  properlv  exercised.”  I am  sorry,  sir,  that  this  pub- 
lic expectation  has  been  disappointed.  I can  only  ac- 
count for  it  by  supposing  that  your  various  political  en- 
gagements and  high  public  station  have  withdrawn 
your  attention  from  this  important  subject.  There  is 
some  consolation,  however,  in  knowing  that  you  have 
now  an  opportunity  of  redeeming  your  pledge,  and  the 
friends  of'retrenchment  and  reform  indulge  the  hope 
that  you  will  do  it. 

I hope  you,  sir,  will  not  think  this  an  “inquisitorial” 
measure.  It  is  indeed,  true  that  when  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people,  during  the  last  session  of  congress, 
attempted  to  look  into  the  departments  of  the  govern- 
ment, gen.  Jackson  openly  resisted  it,  and  said  such  a 
measure  was  “worse  than  the  Spat  tsh  inquisition.” 
More,  sir;  he,  in  effect,  gave  orders  that  it  should  not 
be  tolerated.  Mr.  Speaker,  did  not  your  cheek  then 
mantle  with  honest  indignation?  and  if  you  had  held  a 
seat  here,  instead  of  the  chair  you  occupy,  would  you  not 
have  again  exclaimed,  “is  the  transatlantic  doctrine,  that 
‘the  king  can  do  no  wrong,’  to  be  introduced  here?” 
Or  were  you  constrained  to  admit  that,  under  the  boast- 
ed system  of  reform,  "the  public  functionaries  of  the 
government”  are  now  “wrapped  up  in  the  robes  of 
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office,’’  and  “held  irresponsible  to  the  people  or  the 
people’s  representatives?’’ 

Mr.  B.  said  he  hoped  he  had,  by  this  time,  furnished 
some  evidence  to  rhe  house,  and  to  the  gentleman  from 
New  Hampshire,  (Mr.  Cushman,)  in  particular,  that  the 
exercise  of  this  priming  patronage  by  Mr.  Adams’  ad- 
ministration, v\as  not  only  questioned,  but  openly  con- 
demned. Tne  friends  of  gen.  Jackson,  so  far  from  pre- 
tending that  it  was  impracticable  to  correct  the  abuse 
of  this  power,  pledged  themselves  to  the  country,  that 
they  could  and  would,  when  in  a majority  provide  a 
remedy.  He  would  submit  it  to  the  people  to  say  whe- 
ther this  had  been  done.  Was  it  not  notorious  that  the 
extent  of  the  printing  patronage  had  been  greatly  en- 
larged under  the  present  dominant  party?  Is  not  the 
number  of  newspapers  in  which  the  laws  are  printed 
very  considerably  increased?  Is  not  the  ordinary 
printing  patronage  of  the  several  departments  far  great- 
er than  formerly?  And,  ns  to  the  public  printing  for 
congress,  it  had  so  swollen,  under  the  promised  re- 
trenchment, that  we  were  almost  induced  to  believe 
that  the  term  was  used  in  irony  by  those  from  whom  the 
people  expected  economy. 

I now  propose,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  show  what  seductive 
influences  this  patronage  over  the  press  carries  with  it; 
and  tor  this  purpose,  I must  again  invoke  the  aid  of  the 
Jackson  reformers,  using  their  own  arguments,  and  the 
very  language  in  which  they  admonished  the  country 
of  the  base  uses  which  would  be  made  of  this  power.  I 
hope  gentlemen  will  remember  the  remarks  made  on 
this  subject,  and  which  I have  already  given  to  the 
house,  from  the  speech  of  Mr.  Hamilton  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  on  reform.  1 reserved  for  the  present 
branch  of  the  argument  a peculiarly  striking  and  des- 
criptive passage  in  the  speech  of  Mr.  Houston,  before 
alluded  to.  He  undertakes  to  describe  an  honest,  inde- 
pendent editor,  of  good  principles,  and  deserved  influ- 
ence. and  then  adds,  such  an  editor  as  this 

“May  not  be  disposed  to  bow  or  bend  his  principles 
for  the  sake  of  supporting  a particular  administration  or 
individual.  It  may  be  necessary  to  certain  plans  and 
interests,  that  such  a man  as  this  should  be  gagged  or 
prostrated.  In  that  case,  a very  politic  course  would 
be  to  start  a new  paper  some  few  months  before  new 
patronage  is  to  be  conferred;  to  use  every  exertion  to 
obtain  for  it  a sufficient  number  of  subscribers;  to  take 
measures  that,  at  a 1 hazards,  the  paper  be  sustained; 
then  to  get  for  die  editor  some  true  and  trusty  fellow — 
a fellow  that  will  ‘go  the  whole;’  who  is  troubled  with 
no  principles  on  any  subject,  but  who  will  support  a 
certain  interest ‘through  thick  and  thin;’  who  will  pur- 
sue no  course  of  his  own,  but  will  ever  be  ready  to  take 
his  cue  from  a certain  quarter.  After  getting  him  some 
one  or  two  hundred  subscribers,  and  using  every  expe- 
dient to  make  him  some  character,  he  must  then  have 
the  printing  of  the  laws,  as  a token  of  the  confidence  of 
the  government,  and  then  all  will  be  ready  for  action. 
Sir,  I will  not  say  that  such  a press  is  to  be  established 
and  paid  for  out  of  the  contingent  fund;  I am  not  war- 
ranted in  such  an  assertion:  but  I say  that  such  a new 
beginner  must  have  patronage,  although  it  be  in  direct 
opposition  to  the  interest  and  wishes  of  the  people.'' 

Thus  spoke  Mr.  Houston  in  1827.  Let  us  now  pause 
for  a moment,  Mr.  Speaker,  and  inquire  whether  those 
who  know  so  well  the  use  and  abuse  of  this  power, 
have  not  proved  themselves  skilful  adepts  in  its  practi- 
cal applica  ion.  Let  us  direct  our  attention  to  the  offi- 
cial newspaper,  The  Globe,  and  see  if  Mr.  Houston  has 
not  most  aptiy  described  “its  rise,  progress,  and  present 
state.” 

We  know,  sir,  that  at  the  commencement  of  gen. 
Jackson’s  administration,  the  official  newspaper  was 
the  United  States  Telegraph,  published  by  Duff  Green. 
Things  went  on  pretty  smoothly  for  a while,  and  until, 
as  was  said,  some  jealous  rivalry  sprung  up  between 
the  then  vice  president  of  the  Unfed  States  and  the 
present  president,  Mr.  Van  Boren,  who  was  then  se- 
cretary of  state.  It  was  said  Green  was  suspected  for 
cherishing  a stronger  partiality  for  the  vice  president 
than  fur  the  secretary  of  state.  But  I do  not  profess  to 
be  familiar  with  the  causes  of  this  family  jar.  Report 
said  that  the  Telegraph  was  not  discontinued  abruptly, 
as  the  official  organ,  but  was  gradually  supplanted  by 
tile  Globe,  and  its  editor,  Francis  P.  Blair,  brought  here 
for  that  purpose  from  Kentucky.  Among  the  means 
resorted  to  for  thi3  purpose,  as  complained  of  by  the 
Telegraph,  were  orders  or  requests  to  various  postmas- 
ters throughout  the  country  to  furnish  lists  of  its  sub- 
scribers. The  Giobe  was  then  sent  to  them,  claiming 
to  have  the  special  confidence  of  the  party.  In  l his 
way  it  was  initiated  into  favor  among  the  subscribers 
of  the  Telegraph,  and  in  due  season  the  latter  paper 
was  who.ly  abjured.  I have  no  knowledge  of  all  the 
measures  taken  “that  at  all  hazards  the  paper  be  sus- 
tained,” and  will  leave  it  for  others  who  know  Francis 
P.  Blair  better  than  1 do,  to  determine  whether  the  ad- 
ministration, in  furnishing  an  editor  for  the  Globe,  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  a “true  and  trusty  fellow,  a fellow  that 
will  ‘go  the  whole,’  who  is  troubled  with  no  principles 
on  any  subject,  but  who  will  support  a certain  interest 
‘through  thick  and  thin.’”  This  I know,  that  the  ad- 
ministration fostered  and  cherished  the  Globe  with  an 
immense  amount  of  patronage,  and  in  that  way  gave 
it  strength  and  influence.  That  paper  was  first  pub- 
lished in  1831.  The  whole  amount  paid  for  printing 
by  the  executive  departments  in  1832  and  1833,  was 
$113  316  21,  of  which  817,215  42  were  paid  to  the 
Globe,  and  the  residue  to  various  other  printing  estab- 
lishments, editors,  and  publishers  throughout  the  Unit- 
ed States.  In  1831  and  1835,  the  whole  amount  so 
paid  was  883,966  50;  of  %v iaicli  sum,  a part,  say  $40,- 


473  16,  was  paid  to  the  Globe,  and  the  residue  again 
divided  as  before.  For  the  next  two  years,  ending 
with  September,  1837,  the  several  executive  depart- 
ments paid  out,  for  printing,  the  enormous  sum  of 
8142,801  68!  Of  this,  the  Globe  received  824,331  27, 
and  the  balance  was  divided  and  subdivided — the  spoil 
being  thus  given  in  due  proportions  among  the  whole 
pack,  from  “the  sturdy  mastiff  that  howls  at  the  door 
of  the  treasury,’  down  “to  the  most  starveling  turnspit 
that  barks  on  the  farthest  verge  of  our  frontier.” 

But  it  will  be  observed  that,  so  far,  I have  stated  the 
amount  of  the  executive  patronage  of  the  press  only. 
In  December,  1835,  the  Globe  obtained  the  printing  for 
the  house  of  representatives,  and  for  the  two  years 
ending  on  the  30, h September,  1837,  its  editors  or  pub- 
lishers were  paid,  on  that  account,  $105,914  53.  It 
thus  appears  that,  for  the  lastsix  years,  the  Globe  news- 
paper has  received  from  the  government,  as  the  pub- 
lished documents  prove,  nearly  $220,000.  What  it  has 
received  indirectly,  and  from  office-holders  and  ex- 
pectants, no  one  can  tell.  I will  not  designate  each  of 
the  innumerable  host  of  editors  and  printers  on  whom 
this  patronage  has  been  showered.  Many  of  them 
have  received  small  sums;  others,  again,  do  not  quite 
equal  the  Globe  editors;  but  I will  name  a few  who 
seem  to  be  among  the  preferred,  and  then  leave  it  for 
their  readers  to  say  whether  their  papers  can  be  sup- 
posed to  be  under  the  wholesome  regimen  of  treasury 
diet. 

I find  that  Hill  and  Barton,  of  New  Hampshire,  have 
received,  in  about  six  years,  between  7,000  and  $8,000. 
During  the  same  time,  Shadrach  Penn,  jr.,  of  Ken- 
tucky, has  been  paid  about  $10,000,  nearly  the  half  of 
which  has  been  paid  within  the  last  two  years.  During 
the  same  time,  the  firms  of  True  and  Green,  Chas.  G. 
Green,  and  Beals  and  Green,  of  Boston,  have  been 
paid  $27,204  76!  In  the  course  of  two  years,  Medary 
and  Manypenny  were  paid  $2,953  66;  Paine  and  Clark 
$2  837  53:  Mifflin  and  Parry,  of  Philadelphia,  $1,- 
822  26;  Medary,  Reynolds  and  Medary,  $1,584;  and 
Samuel  Medary  and  Brothers,  all  of  Ohio  $2,002.  All 
these  payments  were  made  by  rhe  post  office  depart- 
ment; and,  in  addition  to  this  printing  patronage,  some 
of  these  parties  enjoyed  advantageous  contracts  in  the 
same  department,  for  the  supply  of  “paper  and  twine,” 
connected  with  their  printing  of  blanks.  These  con- 
tracts for  “blanks,  paper,  and  twine”  when  examined, 
as  they  were  by  the  committees  of  investigation,  dis- 
closed the  practice  of  most  reprehensible  partiality  in 
the  postmaster  general  for  certain  political  favorites.  I 
have  not  examined  to  see  if  the  other  departments  did 
not  simultaneously  bestow  a part  of  their  printing  pa- 
tronage on  these  same  individuals.  This  further  fact, 
however,  is  disclosed  by  the  printing  accounts  of  these 
departments:  that,  for  some  time  past,  they  have  thrown 
large  portions  of  their  patronage  into  the  hands  of 
Langtree  and  O’Sullivan,  of  this  city,  who  are  publish- 
ing a periodical  journal,  the  “ Democratic  Review ,”  which 
professes  to  be  a literary  work,  bur,  at  the  same  time, 
devotes  its  columns  to  the  cause  and  defence  of  the 
Administration,  with  a zeal  equalled  only  by  the  Globe, 
and,  in  at  least  one  of  its  articles  recently  published, 
shows  as  little  regard  for  justice  and  truth,  I think,  as 
that  paper  does. 

The  executive  patronage  of  the  press  was  one  of  the 
great  chapters  of  reform  into  which  the  famous  re- 
trenchment report  of  this  house  was  divided.  It  is 
there  stated  as  an  alarming  fact,  that  the  amount  paid 
for  printing  and  advertising  “by  the  executive  depart- 
ments at  the  seat  of  government  for  the  [then]  three 
last  years,  (1825,  1826,  and  1827,)  and  by  the  genera] 
post  office,  in  two  years,  was  $71,830  51.’’  In  the 
same  report,  we  are  also  told  that  the  printing  for  con- 
gress, the  senate  and  house  included,  from  March, 
1819,  to  December,  1827,  being  a period  of  eight  years, 
amounted  to  $271,833  37.  These  were  thought  to  be 
extravagant  expenditures,  and  retrenchment  demanded 
and  promised. 

I beg  the  house  to  indulge  me  a few  moments  in 
holding  up  to  their  view,  and  especially  to  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  (Mr.  Cambreleng,)  who  was  an 
active  member  of  that  committee,  a mirror,  in  which 
the  practical  reform  may  be  seen.  If  the  gentleman, 
or  the  party,  shall  find  the  object  a hideous  one.  I can 
only  say  the  picture  reflected  is  the  work  of  their  own 
hands. 

For  the  six  years  ending  on  30th  September,  1837, 
the  several  executive  departments,  inclusive  of  the 
general  post  office,  paid  out  $340,116  37  for  their  print- 
ing. In  order  to  get  three  years,  so  as  to  compare  it 
with  the  term  and  amount  before  stated  by  the  commit- 
tee, let  us  take  half  of  the  $340,116  37,  say  $170,053  18 

Deduct  the  amount  stated  by  the  com- 
mittee ....  71,830  51 


Amount  of  increase  every  three  years 

by  the  reformers  ...  $98.227  67 


I also  find  that,  in  six  years,  ending  on  the  30ih  day 
of  September,  1837,  the  printing  for  congress,  (senate 
and  house,)  and  inclusive  of  certain  land  documents, 
books,  and  engraving,  amounted  to  $751,534  62.  Let 
us  deduct  the  amount  reported  by  the  committee  as 
paid  for  the  same  object  in  eight  years  by  the  adminis- 
tration which  was  condemned  for  its  extravagance — 
that  was  $271,833  37.  That  operation  will  show  that 
the  reformers  have  paid,  in  the  legislative  patronage  of 
the  press,  $479,701  25  more  in  six  years,  than  the  whig 
party  paid  in  eight  years! ! 

Having  thus  shown  the  amount  of,  and  how  this  pa- 
tronage is  now  used  by  the  executive,  it  will  be  appro- 


priate to  see  what  the  friends  of  general  Jackson  said 
would  be  the  consequence  of  such  use.  The  commit- 
tee, in  their  report,  speak  of  the  moral  mechanism  upon 
which  this  patronage  acts  “as  a power  that  seems  irre- 
sistible,” and  say  they  “will  not  stop  to  argue  what  they 
predicate  as  an  undeniable  fact,  that,  by  the  employ- 
ment of  the  expenditures  of  the  contingent  funds  of  the 
departments,  a government  press  is  to  all  intents  and 
purposes  effectually  established,  as  much  so  as  if  there 
were  an  annual  item  in  the  appropriation  bill  for  the 
purpose  of  purchasing  the  joint  and  harmonious  action 
of  one  hundred  papers  in  the  uncompromising  vindica- 
tion of  those  in  power,  and  in  the  unsparing  abuse  of 
those  who  are  not.’’  And  in  the  debate  already  refer- 
red to,  Mr.  Hamilton,  one  of  the  reformers,  in  speaking 
of  payment  for  the  services  of  the  press,  observed — 
“When  the  government  becomes  tne  paymaster  for 
these  services,  the  evil  is  infinitely  augmented.  For, 
what  are  the  services  which  the  press  under  such  cir- 
cumstances is  expected  to  render  as  a return  for  the 
partial  kindness  of  the  government?  Why,  to  cover 
all  their  approaches  to  arbitrary  power;  to  defend  each 
measure  of  misrule  and  corruption;  to  find  excuses  and 
apologies  for  every  act  of  imbecility,  although  the  in- 
terest and  honor  of  the  country  may  be  jeoparded  by 
ignorance,  apathy,  or  neglect;  but,  above  all,  to  subject 
those  who  do  not  think  ‘the  existing  powers’  entitled  to 
the  confidence  of  the  people  to  the  most  unsparing  ca- 
lumny and  abuse.”  Mr.  Bond  said  he  would  appeal  to 
the  house  and  to  the  country,  if  we  are  not  now  expe- 
riencing daily  the  practical  application  of  what  Mr. 
Hamilton  mentioned  as  a possible  state  of  things.  Is 
not  his  description  of  a subsidized  press  in  the  hands 
of  the  government,  so  graphically  true  of  the  present 
administration  and  its  press,  that  it  might  justly  be  con- 
jectured that  they  sat  for  the  picture?  Every  day’s  ex- 
perience shows  that  all  who  oppose  the  present  ad- 
ministration are  “subjected  to  the  most  unsparing  ca- 
lumny and  abuse.”  Another  of  the  Jackson  reformers 
in  this  house,  Mr.  Floyd,  of  Virginia,  observed  in  de- 
bate here,  that  “the  executive  influence  in  this  govern- 
ment was  very  great,  and  had  been  exerted  to  calum- 
niate members  in  this  house  as  well  as  great  and  wise 
men  out  of  the  house.”  He  said  “it  had  been  attempt- 
ed to  cut  them  off  by  dark  intiendoes,’’  and  that  “hire- 
ling scribblers  had  been  paid  directly  or  indirectly  for 
performing  the  task.’’ 

Mr.  Speaker,  have  we  not  felt  and  seen  the  sad  reality 
of  all  this  for  the  last  nine  years,  but  more  particularly 
since  Mr.  Van  Buren  undertook  “the  improvement  of  the 
press,’’  and  a display  of  its  licentious  power  in  the  hired 
columns  gf  the  Globe?  Who  has  not  been  disgusted 
with  the  coarse  and  “unsparing  calumny”  from  day  to 
day  poured  out  upon  members  of  congress,  and  of  the 
senate  in  particular,  who  happened  to  think  that  “the 
existing  powers  were  not  entitled  to  the  confidence  of 
the  people?’’  Who  has  not  seen  the  attempt  in  the 
government  press  to  break  down  the  influence  and 
power  of  “members  of  congress,”  and  “to  cut  them  off 
by  hireling  scribblers,  paid  directly  or  indirectly  for  per- 
forming trie  task?’’  Does  not  the  Globe  constantly 
charge  Mr.  Clay,  Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  Southard,  and 
o her  senators,  as  being  paid  by  and  under  the  influence 
of  ‘lie  Bank  of  the  United  States  when  engaged  in  the 
discharge  of  their  high  constitutional  duties?”  And 
when  these  foul  slanders  are  howled  from  the  throat  of 
the  “sturdy  mastiff,’’  at  the  door  of  the  treasury,  do  not 
the  whole  kennel,  “Tray,  Blanche,  and  Sweetheart, 
little  dogs  and  all,’’ even  to  the  “most  starveling  turn- 
spit that  barks  on  the  farthest  verge  of  our  frontier,” 
re-echo  the  sound?  The  Jackson  reformer,  Mr.  Floyd, 
spoke  of  the  slanders  on  members  of  congress  and  on 
other  men  elsewhere.  Why,  sir,  we  daily  experience 
that  and  more.  The  president  and  his  press  have  gone 
on  from  time  to  time  calumniating  members  of  con- 
gress and  others  individually,  and  at  length  have  got  to 
slandering  the  people  in  a body — a kind  of  wholesale 
slander  business.  If  a congressional  district,  in  the 
free  exercise  of  its  constitutional  right,  electa  member 
who  will  not  “bow  and  do  obeisance  to  the  party,”  he  is 
at  once  proclaimed  to  be  the  feed  attorney  of  the  bank, 
and  the  people  of  the  district  are  stigmatized  as  “re- 
prieved debtors.” 

Here,  sir,  I desire  to  read  a short  paragraph  from  the 
president’s  official  newspaper — the  Globe.  It  was  print- 
ed a year  since,  and  then  met  my  eye.  1 have  preserv- 
ed it  for  the  express  purpose  of  noticing  it  here,  on  a 
suitable  occasion;  and  this  is  the  first  appropriate  mo- 
ment I have  had  to  do  so.  The  paragraph  in  question 
was  written  on  the  occasion  of  announcing  the  election 
of  one  of  the  present  senators  from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Allen,) 
in  doing  which,  the  Globe  exults  at  what  it  was  pleased 
to  consider  a defeat  of  Mr.  Ewing,  a highly  distinguish- 
ed and  most  valuable  member  of  the  senate.  I do  not 
propose  to  dwell  on  that  election;  it  is  foreign  to  my 
purpose;  but  I do  verily  believe  it  was  achieved  against 
the  wishes  of  a majority  of  the  people  of  Ohio,  and  re- 
cent events  sustain  that  opinion.  And  yet,  this  man, 
whom  the  people  of  Ohio  delighted,  and,  if  the  signs  of 
the  times  do  not  deceive,  will  again  “delight  to  honor,” 
is,  at  the  moment  of  his  retiring  from  the  senate  to  the 
bosom  of  his  family,  and  to  all  the  private  relations  of 
life,  held  up  and  stigmatized  in  the  Globe  as  a “bank 
beneficiary.”  In  the  same  article,  sir,  some  fifteen  sena- 
tors are  opprobriously  named  and  contemned  by  this 
government  press.  The  state  of  Alabama  is  particu* 
larly  congratulated  on  being  relieved  from  the  '‘Cal- 
hounery''  of  Gabriel  Moure.  But  now  a new  light  has 
suddenly  opened  which  wholly  changes  the  medium 
through  which  the  Globe  sees  “Calhounery,”  to  use  Mr. 
Blair’s  own  phrase.  How  long  has  it  been  since  tbaj 
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paper  stigmatized  Mr.  Calhoun  ‘‘as  the  bank’s  leer!  in- 
strument,” and  said  of  him  “that  no  man  ever  nullified 
the  truth  with  so  little  remorse?’’  Now,  however,  toe 
whole  scene  is  changed,  and  Mr.  Cullioun  is  almost 
deified  by  the  very  government  press  which  but  yester- 
day had  so  reviled  him!  Here,  Mr.  Speaker,  we  realize 
another  trum  spread  before  the  country  in  Mr.  Benton’s 
report,  which,  in  describing  the  power  of  the  president 
over  individuals  administering  the  government,  says: 
“He  makes  and  unmakes  tnem.’’  A short  time  since, 
this  administration  and  its  press  stood  forth  the  advo- 
cates and  friends  of  the  state  banks,  and,  after  placing 
the  public  money  in  their  custody,  urged  them  to  lend 
it  out.  Having  thus  “debauched”  and  seduced  them 
from  the  “even  tenor  of  their  way,”  this  same  adminis- 
trati  >n  and  press  now  abuse  the  banks  and  the  credit 
system  which  but  yesterday  they  applauded;  and,  to 
justify  this  abuse,  falsehood  is  substituted  for  fact.  The 
Globe  a day  or  two  since  stated  “that  the  legislative  ex- 
amination in  Ohio’’  proved  “that  the  directors  of  ihe 
banks -there  had  drawn  out  more  than  the  whole  amount 
of  their  real  capital.”  This,  sir,  is  another  daring  and 
impudent  falsehood  of  that  paper,  and  furnishes  audi- 
tional  evidence  of  the  desperation  of  this  administra- 
tion and  its  “government  press,”  in  carrying  out  the 
sub-treasury  system,  with  all  its  selfish  purposes.  The 
result  of  the  “legislative  examination  of  the  banks  in 
Ohio”  is  fully  reported  by  the  auditor  of  the  state,  who 
is  a thorough-going  disciple  of  the  sub-treasury  school. 
His  report  is  now  before  me,  and  I invite  its  immediate 
inspection.  It  is  most  creditable  to  the  banks  of  Otiio; 
shows  them  to  have  been  prudently  managed,  and  that 
they  will  not  suffer  in  comparison  with  those  of  any 
state  in  the  union.  But  let  us  look  into  the  auditor’s 
report,  and  test  the  truth  of  the  fact  stated  by  the  Globe, 
“that  the  directors  of  the  banks  in  Ohio  had  drawn  out 
more  than  the  amount  ol  their  real  capital.’’  By  the 
auditor’s  report,  it  appears  that  the  amount  of  capital 
stock  actually  paid  in  these  banks  in  December  last, 
was  $11,331,613  96,  and  the  whole  amount  loaned  to 
directors  and  stockholders  together,  at  that  time,  was 
only  $1,466,174  56.  I leave  it  for  others  to  apply  the 
proper  rebuke  to  the  Globe  for  its  slander  of  the  banks 
and  the  people  of  Ohio;  but,  Mr.  Speaker,  I appeal  to 
you  and  to  this  house  if  a press  which  is  thus  basely 
conducted,  should  be  sustained  and  cherished  by  funds 
from  the  public  treasury? 

This  same  paper  took  occasion,  not  long  since,  to 
quote  from  some  remarks  which  I had  the  honor  to 
make  in  this  house,  and  to  say  it  had  never  intimated 
that  the  senate  was  a useless  body.  Why,  sir,  the  gross 
calumny  heaped  by  the  Globe  on  the  majority  of  the 
senate,  but  a short  time  since,  must  be  familiar  to  all. 
I will  not  offend  so  far  as  to  read  those  slanders  to  the 
house.  The  official  organ,  by  its  personal  abuse  of  the 
senators,  and  repeated  calumny  of  the  body,  did  more 
than  give  the  intimation  alluded  to.  Did  not  the  Globe 
say  oi  the  senate  that  “its  dignity”  was  “impaired” — 
“its  character  for  grave  consideradon  gone” — that  “its 
justice”  was  •’doubted,”  and  its  power  to  harm  by  its 
most  marked  censure  “contemned  and  derided?”  Yes, 
sir,  this  was  the  language  held  by  the  president’s  offi- 
cial press  towards  the  American  senate,  and  yet  that 
same  press  now  has  the  effrontery  to  deny  that  it  ever 
intimated  that  the  senate  was  a useless  body. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  in  pursuing  the  individualslanders 
of  tht  Globe,  I have  digressed  a little  from  my  promise 
to  show  that  the  government  press  also  does  a “whole- 
sale slander  business,”  and  throws  its  poisoned  shafts 
at  masses  of  men — yes,  sir,  at  the  great  body  of  the 
people  themselves.  I beg  leave  now  to  read  that  part  of 
the  article  from  the  government  press  which  I before 
alluded  to,  announcing  the  result  of  the  senatorial  elec- 
tion then  recently  held  in  Ohio.  Referring  to  the  dis- 
trict which  I have  the  honor  to  represent  in  this  body, 
the  president’s  i fficial  organ  says: 

“The  bank  held  immense  power  in  his  [nriy]  district, 
and  exerted  its  moneyed  influence  in  aid  of  the  federal 
party,  which  has  stronger  hold  in  that  quarter  than  in 
any  other  part  of  Ohio.  It  succeeded  by  a small  ma- 
jority in  electing  Mr.  Bond  the  collector  of  its  bonds 
there.  He  may  be  looked  upon  as  the  representative  of 
reprieved  debtors.'" 

After  the  vile  slanders  which  the  government  press 
has  wantonly  heaped  upon  many  of  the  most  eminent 
and  justly  distinguished  public  men  of  the  country, 
Mr.  B.  said  an  humble  individual  like  himself  should 
not  complain,  but  rather  feel  honored  that  he  was  no- 
ticed. For  himself,  personally,  he  would  say  nothing; 
but  for  his  district — his  constituents — for  the  people,  u'ho 
had  honored  him  with  their  confidence,  and  made  him 
their  representative  here,  he  had  much  say.  He  could 
not,  perhaps,  express  all  the  iust  indignation  that  he 
felt.  My  constituents,  (said  Mr  Bond,)  in  every  trad 
of  character  which  can  justly  ennoble  man,  are  not 
second  to  those  of  any  member  of  this  house.  With 
God’s  mercy,  and  their  own  right  arm,  they  have  been 
the  builders  of  their  own  fortunes.  In  every  sense, 
thpyare  virtuous,  intelligent,  and  independent  freemen 
— “who  know  their  rights,  and,  knowing,  dare  maintain 
them.”  They  love  their  country,  ar.d  revere  its  consti- 
tution; but  they  have  never  yet  “bowed  the  knee  tr 
Baal;”  and  because  they  will  not,  the  editor  of  this  vile 
press,  bloated  and  swollen  with  government  patronage, 
stigmatizes  them  as  “reprieved  debtors.’’  Mr.  Speaker, 
should  this  “hired  scribbler,”  Francis  P.  Blair,  ever  ven- 
ture into  that  district,  I do  not  believe  that  the  people, 
whom  he  has  thus  basely  slandered,  would  consent  to 
defile  their  hands  by  touching  him;  but  they  would  cast 
upon  him  a scornful  and  withering  look  of  honest  and 
juatiudignauoB,  which  would  give  to  his  visage  a more) 


cadaverous  aspect  than  it  even  now  lias.  But  who  is 
tins  man  who  ihus  impudently  arrays  himself  against 
the  people?  Why,  sir,  he  is  himself  a “reprieved  debtor” 
of  the  very  bank  which  he  is  every  day  reviling.  Do 
gentlemen  require  proof?  The  files  of  this  house  fur- 
nish it.  A paper  reporu-d  or  filed  by  one  of  the  com- 
mittees of  this  liou^e  shows  that  this  same  Francis  P. 
Blair,  who  was  brought  here  from  Frankfor  , in  the 
stale  of  Kentuekv,  owed  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
the  sum  of  $20,744  36.  It  is  true  that  only  a part  of 
this  sum  was  his  own  debt;  nevertheless,  on  his  own 
account,  and  as  security  for  odiers,  he  was  debtor  to 
that  bank,  on  the  30ch  day  of  Novembei,  1330,  for  the 
whole  amount  of  the  sum  which  I have  mentioned.  Did 
he  pay  it?  No,  sir.  Does  he  yet  owe  it?  No,sir.  How 
was  he  discharged?  He  compromised,  if  the  terms  on 
which  he  was  released  are  jusdy  en  itled  to  be  called  a 
compromise.  What  were  those  erms?  Wtn  he  held 
a clerk’s  fee  bill,  amounting  to  $37  42,  and  a noie  on  a 
gentleman  by  the  name  of  Gratz  for  $2u0  say,  together, 
$237  42,  which  he  gave  up  to  the  bank,  and  was  re- 
eased from  $20,744  36!  Now,  sir,  I think  Francis  P. 
Biair  may  justly  be  called  a ‘ reprieved  debtor.” 

Such  a settlement  proves  that  Blair  was  utterly  insol- 
vent at  the  close  of  the  year  1830.  If  his  insolvency 
was  occasioned  by  misfortune,  he  should  be  pitied  rather 
than  condemned  on  that  account.  Of  the  circumstan- 
ces of  his  failure  I am  ignorant.  I refer  to  his  insol- 
vency for  what  I esteem  a perfectly  just  purpose  in  this 
deba  e.  We  find  him  brought  to  Washington  in  1831, 
and  employed  as  die  publisher  or  editor  of  the  Globe, 
which  is  made  the  government  press.  We  soon  see 
streams  of  patronage  flowing  in  upon  him  from  all  the 
executive  departments.  The  extent  and  character  of 
this  patronage  I have  before  alluded  to.  In  a brief 
space  of  time  we  see  him  living  and  entertaining  ex- 
pensively, and  going  all  the  rounds  of  the  court  society 
at  Washington.  If  Mr.  Blair  had  no  connexion  with 
this  government  patronage,  he  might  do  all  this,  and 
no  man  would  be  justified  in  alluding  to  or  commenting 
on  it.  It  is  (he  high  prerogative  of  every  freeman  lo 
do  with  his  own  as  he  pleases.  B;i’,  Mr.  Speaker,  the 
sudden  change  in  the  fortunes  of  Mr.  Blair,  connected 
as  he  is  with  executive  patronage,  his  sing’e  leap  from 
insolvency  to  wealth,  impel  me  to  inquire  if  “there  is 
not  something  rotten  in  Denmark?”  Upon  the  whole, 
sir,  I think  his  case  most  strongly  illus  rates  die  neces- 
sity of  passing  the  resolution  now  under  consideradon, 
and,  if  possible,  making  a total  separation  of  the  news- 
paper press  from  ’he  government. 

At  all  events,  if  this  shall  be  found  impracticable,  we 
can  at  least  destroy  the  pel  system  of  exclusive  favor- 
itism, by  inviting  compeiition,  and  giving  the  contract 
‘to  the  lowest  bidder,’’  as  the  reforming  report  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Cambrefeng)  and  his 
friends  induced  the  people  to  believe  would  be  done. 
When  the  retrenchment  resolutions,  which  produced 
the  famous  report  already  mentioned,  were  under  con- 
sideration, the  friends  of  the  then  administration  de- 
nied the  existence  of  any  abuse,  but  invited  investiga- 
tion, and  the  resolutions  passed  almost  unanimously. 
Now,  however,  when  the  reformers  are  in  power,  and 
an  investigation  is  proposed,  ihey  admit  the  existence 
of  the  evils  referred  to  in  the  resolution,  but  resist  the  in- 
quiry, because,  as  they  allege,  the  abuse  cannot  be  cor- 
rected! 

The  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  (Mr.  Cushman) 
may  deem  this  end  imprac  icable.  I do  not.  I w ould 
rather  follow  the  example  of  the  gallant  colonel  Miller, 
(of  the  gentleman’s  own  sta’e,)  who,  when  ordered 
on  a perilous  service  on  the  Niagara  frontier,  during  the 
war  of  1312,  did  not  say  it  was  impracticable,  but  said 
“I’ll  try,  sir,’’  to  the  commanding  general.  He  did  try, 
and  he  succeeded.  The  achievement  not  only  render- 
ed essential  service  at  this  crisis,  but  honored  his  coun- 
try’s arms,  and  eleva'ed  his  ow  n fame! 

In  the  attempt  which  the  resolution  under  considera- 
tion proposes,  no  danger  awaits  us,  but  a great  civil 
triumph  may  be  obtained  by  it.  I invite  the  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire  to  adopt  tLe  words  of  his  gallant 
statesman,  and.  instead  cf  thinking  it  “impracticable,’’ 
let  him  say  “I’ll  try.’’ 

But.  sir,  we  have  been  grea'y  disappointed  in  the 
failure  of  this  promised  reform  i.i  many  other  respects 
besides  that  which  regarded  the  public  printing  and  ihe 
executive  patronage  of  the  press.  And,  to  establish 
this,  I w ill  state  briefly  a few  items,  contrasting  the  pre- 
cept with  the  practice  of  the  reformers.  Imitating  the 
example  lound  in  the  report  already  alluded  to,  I may 
be  best  understood  by  a division  of  the  subject  into  a 
few’  prominent  heads.  But,  in  the  language  of  that  re- 
port, I am  “far  from  thinking  I shall  now  exhaust  the 
subject;”  I shall  “have  only  opened  it.’’  I pretend  to 
nothing  more  “at  this  time  than  to  lay  the  foundation 
of  a system,  to  be  followed  up  and  completed  hereaf  er” 
by  the  people. 

The  prolonged  sessions  of  congress  formed  a conspi- 
cuous chap'er  in  the  hook  of  reform.  Thecomini  .ee 
denounced  the  usage  as  “one  of  the  most  serious  evils 
attending  the  national  legislation  of  die  country;”  and, 
by  w’ay  of  correcting  i',  recommended  “that  the  com- 
pensa  ion  of  the  members,  during  the  first  session  of 
each  congress,  be  reduced  to  two  dollars  per  day  from 
and  af’er  the  first  Monday  in  April,  if  congress  should 
sit  beyond  that  time.  This  w’as  the  precepi;  now  for 
he  practice.  The  sessions  ol  congress,  so  far  from 
being  shortened,  have  been  prolonged,  no  remedy  ap- 
plied, and  the  people  of  the  country  ought  to  know  that 
fhe  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Cambreleng.)  so 
early  as  March,  1330  when  an  afempt  was  made  to 
carry  into  effect  tite  remedy  proposed  m the  report  of 


ihe  committee  of  which  he  was  a member,  by  reducing 
the  pay  of  members,  did  himself  actually  resist  and 
vote  againt  the  measure. 

The  report  alleged  that  abuses  had  “taken  p'ace 
from  the  various  and  arbitrary  manner  in  which  mem- 
bers estimated  their  mileage.’’  This  abuse  was  asc<  r- 
tained  to  have  been  praciised  by  the  reti  rmers  themsel- 
ves; and  they  have  continued  the  practice  wiihout  any 
restraint.  I wiilgive  you,  sir,  an  illustration,  which  may 
not  be  thought  inappropriate.  In  the  days  of  promised 
reform,  the  two  senators  from  the  state  of  Missouri  dif- 
fered in  politics;  one  of  them,  the  great  reformer,  Mr. 
Benton;  the  Oilier,  Mr.  Barton,  who  thought  the  pro 
mised  reform  was  a mere  humbug.  The  first  session 
of  the  twentieth  congress  commenced  the  3d  of  Decem- 
ber, 1827,  and  ended  on  the  26ih  of  May,  1828. 
These  gemlemen  severally  attended  the  whole  session; 
their  per  diem  allow  ance  was  1,400  dollars  each,  being 
175  days,  at  8 dollars  per  day;  but  for  mileage,  reckon- 
ings dollars  for  every  twenty  miles,  Mr.  Barion  charg- 
ed $939  20,  whilst  Mr.  Benton  charged  $1,344  66. 
Mr.  Barton  charged  1 is  mileage  by  the  great  mail 
route,  over  land;  but  Mr.  Benton,  who  w’as  railing  out 
and  condemning  all  abuses,  counted  his  miies  bv  all 
the  crooks  and  turns  and  tortuous  windings  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi and  Ohio  rivers?  Mr.  Barton  was  left  at  home 
because  he  did  not  belie1  e in  the  propriety  of  professing 
one  thing  and  practising  another;  and  Mr.  Benton  w as 
retained  to  correct  abuses  and  carry  out  the  great  prin- 
ciples of  his  report  on  executive  patronage.  Tt  ti  years 
have  intervened  since  the  session  of  congress  just  ic- 
ferred  to;  the  report  sleeps  unheeded,  anti,  m ihe  mean 
time,  Mr.  Benton  continues  to  count  his  miles  every 
year  by  the  way  of  the  river,  w hich  has  given  him  up- 
wards of  4,000  dollars  more  than  Mr.  Barton  fell  au- 
thorized to  charge  under  the  same  lawn 

Another  precept.  The  committee  reported  tF  at  “the 
privilege  of  nevvpapers  to  the  members  ought  to  be 
abrogated;’’  and  “ihat  the  practice  too  often  indulged 
in  by  the  house  of  voting  to  themselves  copies  of  books.’’ 
ought  to  be  discontinued.  Ti  e privilege  and  practice 
continue  and  without  restraint. 

Precept.  The  contingent  expenses  of  this  house  were 
reported  to  be  extravagant.  During  the  year  1823,  .he 
last  of  Mr.  Adams’  administration,  they  amounted  to 
80.000  dollars. 

Practice.  During  the  year  1836,  the  last  year  of  (be 
Jackson  reform  adminis  ration,  this  i’ern  wuis  200, CC0 
dollars!  And,  during  the  year  1837,  being  the  first 
year  of  the  “successor,”  who  promised  to  “tread  in  the 
footsteps  of  his  illustrious  piedecessor,”  these  expenses 
are  210,000  dollar.-!  This  must  be  the  “magician’s 
way’’  of  working  the  rule  of  reduction — it  was  cer- 
tainly unknown  to  old  Thomas  Dihvorth. 

Precept.  The  committee,  of  which,  I again  repeat, 
the  gentleman  from  New  Y rk  (Mr.  Cambreleng)  w as 
a member,  reported  that  they  had  ob’ained  information 
by  w’hicli  they  w ere  satisfied  “that  by  a judicious  sys- 
tem of  reform,  instituted  by  the  executive  officers  them- 
selves, at  least  one-third  of  the  ((hen)  present  number 
of  clerks  in  the  departments  might  be  reduced  with 
safety  to  the  public  interest.” 

Piactice.  The  number  of  clerks  has  not  been  re- 
duced in  any  one  of  the  departments,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, there  lias  been  a considerable  increase.  I will 
prove  i . Ti  e s'ate  department,  in  the  vear  1829,  in- 
cluded the  patent  office,  and  the  whole  number  of 
clerks  was  sixteen:  the  salary  and  conipensa’ion  of  the 
secretory  and  all  his  clerks  and  messengers,  amounted 
to  27,750  dollars. 

The  whole  number  of  clerks  now  employed  in  the 
state  department  and  the  patent  office  is  fori”.  The 
joint  salaries  and  compensation  amount  to  $56,515!!! 

The  patent  office,  in  1828,  was  managed  by  a sept  i- 
intendent,  wi  ll  a salary  of  1 500  dollars,  and  iwo 
clerks  and  a messenger,  whose  joint  compensation  was 
3.700  dollars.  It  is  now  under  the  charge  of  one  ol  ihe 
reformers;  the  tide  of  “superintendent”  is  exchanged 
for  that  of  “commissioner;”  and  with  the  change  of 
title  comes  the  “hange  of  salary  from  1.500  dollars  to 
3 000  dollars!  The  number  of  clerks  is  increased  from 
two  to  tv>  e i y-four,  land  the  compensation  front  1,800 
dt  liars  to  21,000  dollars;  and, not  content  with  one  mes- 
senger, ami  his  old  salary  of  400  dollars,  they  provide 
a salary  of  840  dollars  for  messenger,  and  'lien  give  fern 
an  assistant,  to  whom  is  also  paid  15  dollars  per  mon  h. 

The  secretary  of  i lie  treasury,  in  the  t ear  1382,  em- 
ployed eight  e’erks  and  two  messenger.  Iks  salary, 
and  the  compensation  of  the  clerks  and  messengers, 
amoun’ed  to  18,609  dollars. 

The  present  secretary  of  that  department  (and  he 
w’as  taken  from  the  body  of  reformers  who  made  pro- 
clamation from  the  setiale  chamber)  employs  fifteen 
clerks  and  two  messenger-.  His  salary,  and  their  com- 
pensation,  amount  to  $27,100 ! ! A similar  result  will 
be  found  in  comparing  rue  present  with  t lie  former 
state  of  the  several  subdivisions  of  the  treasury  depart- 
ment. B it,  by  way  of  “introducing  economy  and  des- 
patch in  the  treasury  department.’’  the  committee  pro- 
posed to  “simplify  the  forms  of  business,  tot’d  lo  reor- 
ganize its  subordinate  branches, so  as  to  dispense  with 
one-fourth,  if  not  one-third,  of  die  officers  in  the  trea- 
sury.” Now,  sir.  no  reorganization  of  the  department 
has  vet  been  attempted.  Instead  of  reducing,  the}’ 
have  increased  the  number  of  officers;  and  the  forms  of 
business,  under  ihe  new’  mode  of  simplifying,  have  be- 
come so  complicated,  that  the  gendeman  from  New 
New  York,  (Mr.  Cambreleng,)  now  chairman  of  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means,  declared  here,  during 
the  last  special  session,  that,  afie-  fifteen  t ears’  e*re- 
ueace  as  a member  or  this  bouse,  be  fotmu  it  mirfeuu 
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'o  un  lersta  nl  these  treasury  acco  a s,  and  die  manner 
in  wnich  the  secretary’s  annual  report  on  the  finances 
is  «‘rre  i ! ! 

Ne\r.  is  to  the  war  depar'men'.  In  1328,  the  secre- 
tary of  « ■ employed  a eh  ef,  clerk,  besides  seventeen 
clerks  a id  two  messengers.  His  salary,  and  their  com- 
pensa  ion,  amounted  to  $28,650.  The  business  of  In- 
dian affairs  was  then  managed  by  him  also.  In  1833, 
the  secretary  of  that  department  employs,  inclusive  of 
the  Indian  business,  about  40  clerks,  besides  messen- 
gers. The  joint  salaries  and  compensation  of  the  whole 
amount  to  $63,310. 

In  1323,  we  hear  nothing  of  a commanding  general’s 
office,  w h its  clerk  and  messenger. 

I i H33,  die  commanding  general  is  allowed  a clerk 
a:  $1,200.  and  a messenger  at  $600  per  year. 

In  1323,  the  adjutant  general’s  office  employed  three 
clerks,  v h i.-l  joint  compensation  was  $2  950. 

In  1833,  tiie  adjutant  general  employs  seven  clerks 
and  a messenger,  whose  joint  compensation  is  $8,225. 

In  1323,  the  paynnstergener.il  employed  three  clerks, 
whose  united  compensation  was  $3,'.)00. 

In  1833,  ihe  salary  of  the  same  number  of  clerks  is 
$4  290.  besides  the  messenger's  salary. 

In  1323, 1 have  been  unable  to  discover  any  allow- 
ance for  clerks  to  the  quartermaster  general. 

In  1833.  that  officer  employs  in  the  office  at  Washing- 
ton seven  clerks,  w hose  united  compensation  is  $7,300. 

In  1323,  the  ordinance  office  employed  three  clerks, 
whose  joint  salarv  was  $2,950. 

In  1.333,  the  ordinance  office  employs  nine  clerks,  be- 
sides a messenger,  and  their  aggregate  compensation 
is  $9,225. 

In  1823,  the  subsistence  department  employed  four 
cleras,  whose  joint  compensation  was  $2,950. 

Ii  1333,  the  subsistence  department  employs  four 
clerks,  and  a messsetiger,  whose  joint  compensation 
is  $5. 380. 

In  1-323,  the  surgeon  general  was  allowed  a clerk,  at 
$1,150  per  year. 

In  1 -:33,  the  surgeon  genera’  is  allowed  a clerk,  at 
$1,266  and  a messenger,  at  $600  per  year. 

In  1323,  the  business  of  Indian  affairs  was  discharged 
at  the  war  department,  by  some  one  or  two  of  the 
seven 'eon  clerks  which  I first  mentioned. 

In  1333,  this  Indian  b tsiness  appears  to  constitute  a 
grand  division.  We  now  hear  of  the  “Indian  depart- 
ment,” with  a commissioner,  whose  salary  is  $3,000, 
a chief  clerk,  at  $1,600,  and  eleven  clerks,  and  two 
messengers,  the  joint  compensation  and  salaries  being 
$19,100 

In  1323  there  was  one  superintendent  of  Indian  af- 
fairs, who  was  paid  ©1,500  a year,  twenty-one  Indian 
ageirs,  twenty-eight  sub-agents,  and  thirty-nine  inter- 
preters. 

I i 1333,  we  find  four  “superin'enden’s  of  Indian  af- 
fairs,” with  salaries  of  $1,500  each  per  year;  six  “su- 
perintendents of  emigration  ’’  with  salar  es  of  $2  000 
each  per  year;  ten  “Indian  agents,”  with  salaries  of 
81, 5-JO J each  per  vear;  fourteen  “Indian  sub-agen's,” 
with  salaries  of  $750  per  year;  thirty-three  ‘commission- 
ers and  special  agents,’’  who  are  paid  from  $5  lo  $8 
day,  and  from  $1.5  )0  i.o  $3  000  per  year,  fifteen  ‘con- 
ducting and  enrolling  agen's,”  at  $3,  $4.  and  $5  per 
dnv;  two  “conductors  of  exploring  parties,”  a'  $3  and 
$5  per  day;  two  “v  titling  agents,’’  a'  $4  each  per  day; 
eight  “collecting  agent-,”  at  $2  50  per  dav  each  two 
“issuing  agents ’’  at  $1  per  day  each;  one  “disbursin' 
agent’’  a;  S5  per  day:  sixteen  ‘assistant  agents,”  at  $3 
an  1 $1  per  day,  and  from  $5t)0  to  $1,200  each  per  year; 
thirty-one  ‘ interpre.ers  at  agencies,”  at  $3J0  each  per 
year;  fourteen  “interpre’e-g  in  the  emigration  of  In 
dians,”  at  $2  50  ai  d S3  per  day  each;  fifteen  “physi- 
cians” at  salaries  varying  from  $3.  $5,  and  $6  a day, 
to  534  tier  in  m u;  eleven  “clerks,”  (other  than  those  in 
the  offi  -e  at  W.i-hi  igton.)  a'  salaries  varying  from  $3 
an  I $5  per  day  to  $40  and  $50  per  man  h,  and  $.300 
and  $1,000  per  year ;fif'y-lh’ee  “blacksmiths,”  with  sal- 
aries varying  from  $210  to  $600  per  year;  twenty  “far- 
mers and  assista  its,”  at  2 3,  5 and  $600  per  year: 
eighteen  “teachers,”  wi'h  various  salaries,  from  $500  to 
$300  per  year;  five  "millers.”  with  salaries  of  $5  )0  and 
$6  )0,  one  “surveyor,”  at  $8  per  day;  the  whole  con- 
cluding wi  h_/ii>e  ‘oii-cellaneous  agents,”  with  salaries 
of  SI  per  day,  and  $600  per  year. 

Rut  even  this  is  not  all.  The  commissioner  of  Indian 
aff  iirs  savs  the  list  given  by  him  in  the  Blue  Book  is  not 
accura'e  or  complete.  He  leaves  room  to  add  nr  alter. 
Here,  indeed,  is  a display  of  patronage!  O ight  we  not 
to  be  astonished  n>  find  this  state  of  tin  lgs,  under  an 
ad  uimstrauon  whose  friend-  professed  to  be  shocked  ar 
a multiplication  of  offi  es,  an  i r -published,  in  the  re- 
port of  this  house  in  1323.  the  warning  of  that  chief 
magistral?.  who  said:  “C  > isider  ng  rhe  general  tenden- 
cy to  mu’li/jly  nfii  es  and  lepewlencies,  and  to  increase  ex- 
p n<e  to  ihe  ultimate  ‘erm  of  burden  which  the  citizen 
c i i bear,  it  behooves  us  to  avail  ourselves  of  every  oc 
casio  i which  presents  itself  fir  taking  off  the  sur- 
charge.” It  is  appropriate,  ton,  no.v,  to  refer  gen'le- 
me  i to  the  censure  which  that  ren  in  cast  on  the  secre- 
tary of  war  in  132  3,  f >r  paying  $753  for  additional  clerk 
hire  in  die  business  of  Indian  affairs. 

M-.  B.  said  he  was  here  temp  ed  to  name  one  or  two 
offices  in  particular,  which  see  n to  have,  been  created 
for  special  favorites:  o-ie  of  them  under  the  law  author- 
izing the  president  to  sign  land  pi’ents  by  an  agent, 
instead  of  d ling  it  as  heretof ire  in  person.  If  he  could 
not  find  time  to  d i this  duty,  as  Mr.  Adams  and  all  his 
predecessors  did,  then  it  would  have  been  better  to  dis- 
pense with  the  signature  al’oge’her,  as  you  have  d me 
wim  liidt  ui  die  couimissiouei’  of  die  geucad  laud  oilioc. 


d’lte  president’s  name  now  is  not  even  written  by  his 
proxy,  ns  it  should  he,  but  is  written  by  some  clerk  in 
he  land  "ffiee.  and  t e whole  service  of  the  proxy  or 
agent  consists  in  his  writing  his  own  name!  For  this 
he  is  paid  $1,500  per  annum!  The  place  is  held  bv  one 
of  the  president’s  sons,  and  it  is  an  indirect  mode  of 
increasing  the  president’s  salary.  The  conipensa’ion  is 
too  high,  under  anv  circums'ances.  Fora  service  re- 
quiring nei' her  skill  nor  talent,  and  employing  a very 
small  portion  of  this  young  gentleman’s  time,  he  re- 
ceives a higher  salary  than  many  of  the  governors  and 
other  high  officers  in  the  several  states  do! 

Another  office  specially  created  is  that  of  the  “Smith- 
sonian agent,”  v j-fi  a salary  of  $3,000  a year,  and  fur- 
nishing a convenient  sojourn  for  a gendeman  wishing  to 
visit  L rndon.  The  duties  of  this  place  might  well  have 
been  discharged  by  ordinary  correspondence  hut  at  all 
evems  they  are  such  as  c-  uld  jtistlv  be  required  at.  the 
hands  of  our  resident  minister  at  London.  It  cannot 
be  overlooked  tha’  Richard  Rush  was  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  and  received  the  censure  and  condemnation 
of  the  retrenchment  committee.  And  yet  Mr.  Rush 
was  appointed  to  the  office  of  the  Smithsonian  agent. 
[ will  leave  it  for  others  to  apply  what  the  chairman  < f 
the  committee  on  retrenchment  said  at  that  day,  in 
deba’e  on  this  floor:  “Whenever  an  office  is  to  be  fill- 
ed,” “even  a zealous,  cons  ant,  and  faithful  friend  is 
compelled  to  yield  to  a mushroom  apostate  that  may 
have  been  purchased  but  yesterday.” 

Let  us  next  compare  the  navv  department.  Mr. 
Southard,  who  was  secretary  of  the  navy  in  1328,  em- 
ployed in  this  department  seven  clerks,  besides  the 
chief  clerk.  The  salary  of  the  secreia'y,  and  the  com- 
perna  ion  of  the  clerks  and  messengers,  amounted  to 
$17  250.  The  department  ha=  been  held  for  many 
vears.  and  is  still  managed  by  Mr.  Dickerson,  who  was 
a member  of  the  committee,  in  the  senate,  from  whom 
catue  that  famous  report  on  executive  patronage,  to 
which  I first  referred.  He  employs  eight  clerks  besides 
the  chief  clerk;  and  his  salarv,  with  the  compensation 
ofhis  clerks  and  messengers,  amounts  to $18,850.  And. 
at  this  very  session,  he  demands  more  clerks,  and  an 
increase  in  the  salary  of  some  of  those  he  already  has. 

The  committee  censure  Mr.  secretary  Southard  for 
unnecessary  expense  in  subscription  for  newspapers 
fir  'he  department.  They  specify  under  *his  head, 
$624  43  for  three  year=.  It  now  appears  that  Mr.  secre- 
'arv  Dickerson  has  expended,  for  newspapers  a d 
frshionahle  hooks  and  li  erafure  of  fie  times,  in  one 
year,  near  $700;  and.  including  similar  expenses  of  the 
navv  board,  near  $950. 

The  commi'tee  also  condemn  the  practice  of  extra 
clerk  hire.  We  find  Mr.  Dickerson  not  onlv  employ- 
ing three  extra  clerks,  bu>,  what  is  far  more  dangerous, 
paying  extra  hire  to  one  of  the  regular  clerks  in  tbp 
department,  enjoying,  at  the  rime,  a salary  of  $1,760, 
hut  to  whom  is  paid,  “for  extra  service  as  cler!'.’’  'be 
further  sum  of  $429  67  Tonkin-1-  his  salary  $2,1^9  67. 
Is  not  this  a ready  mode  of  providing  for  a f-v  i-itp? 

The  commi'tee  also  specify  the  sum  of  $466  86.  as 
paid  hv  the  navy  department,  i"  three  years,  for  print- 
ing. and  condemn  i*  as  extravagant. 

The  Bine  Rook  of  1837  shows  t'  e navv  department, 
nnder  the  reformer,  Mr.  Dickerson,  to  have  paid  $9,- 
558  22  for  printing  in  two  years! 

Top  committee  also  retmr’ed  that  a “considerable 
sum  varying  from  100  to  $2  )0  was  annually  exnended 
bv  the  secretary  of  the  navv  in  the  purchase  of  honks 
for  his  office,  most  of  tbem  having  no  appropria'e  rela- 
tion to  the  naval  seiviee  of  the  country,  s ich  as  re- 
views magazines,  and  o her  periodical  publications, 
and  the  fashionable  lifera'ure  of  the  dav.’’  This  usage 
was,  of  course,  to  be  abolished.  Has  it  been?  I beg 
leave  to  read  a few  items  from  Mr.  see'-ptary  Dicker- 


son’s  contingent  expense  account  tor  1837. 

2d  volume  Repertory  of  Paten1  Inventions,  $8  00 
2 1 do  Southern  Literary  Messenger,  - 5 00 
One-fourth  of  Audubon’s  Birds,  - - 165  00 

Audubon’s  Birds,  . . - - - 55  00 

No.  1.  Indian  Biography,  - - - 6 00 

North  American  Review,  - - - 5 00 

No.  4.  Indian  Biographv,  - - - 6 00 

One  No.  of  American  Scenery,  - - 75 


$250  75 

Here  is  a display  of  the  “fashionnb'e  li’erahtre”  in 
which  Mr.  secretary  Dickerson  indulges  himsplf  and 
his  clerks,  at  the  public  expense.  I wish  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  (Mr.  Cambrcleng,)  who  aided  in  con- 
cocting the  report  from  which  I have  iust  quoted,  would 
inform  us  “ what  approtv-iate  relation”  the  books  and  re 
'iews  just  mentioned  have  “to  the  naval  service?” 
Rut,  what  means  the  item  “one-fimrth  of  Audubon’s 
Birds?”  Why.  sir.  I undc-s’and  that  neither  of  the 
four  secretaries  being  “willing  “to  take  the  responsi- 
bilitv,”  “as  a unit”  they  agreed  to  divide  it!  The  cost 
to  fhe  people  is  the  same;  i’  all  comes  from  the  “public 
coffers.”  And  the  mode  of  doing  the  thing  proves  that 
the  secretaries  felt  that  its  expediency  and  propriety, 
were  questionable.  I have  read  somewhere,  perhapsin 
Sterne’s  works,  an  incident  which  most  happily  illus- 
trates this  transaction.  A«  I recollect  the  story,  the 
Abbess  of  Andouillets,  and  Margaretta,  a novice,  made 
a little  journey  toge'her,  in  a vehicle  drawn  by  mules. 
As  the  evening  approached,  they  were  deserted  by 
their  mule'eer,  when  ascending  a hill.  The  mules  pre- 
sently became  stubborn,  and  stopped.  The  travellers 
were  greatly  alarmed,  and,  in  their  dilemm”,  the  novice 
said  that  there  were  two  certain  words  which,  she  had 
been  told,  would  f iree  these  animals  on  the  moment 
they  iieaid  them;  but  thou  the  words  were  sinful.  The 


novice  was  urged,  and  she  gently  whispered  the  words 
“bouger”  and  “fouler  ” The  Abbess,  in  her  disue-s, 
turned  casuist,  and  said  they  were  only  a venial  i r 
slight  sin,  which  might  be  divided;  and  by  taking  half, 
anti  leaving  rhe  rest,  or  bv  taking  it  all,  and  amicab  y 
halving  n betw  ixt  yourself  and  another  person,  would 
become  diluted  into  no  sin  at  all  I Tncrekire,  my  dear 
daughter,  continued  the  Abbess,  1 will  say  bou.  and 
thou  shalt  sayger;  and  thou  shah  say  fou,  and  I will 
say  ter.  Accordingly,  the  Abbess  giving  the  pitch  note 
on  hou.  Margaretta  responded  get;  Marc  arena  contin- 
ued with  fou,  and  he  Abbess  drawled  out  ter;  but  still 
the  mules  stood.  They  do  not  understand  us,  cried 
Margaretfa;  but  the  devil  does,  said  the  Abbess.  And, 
I think,  M1'.  speaker,  that  these  reforming  secre  ares 
will  find  that  they  are  understood  in  their  patent  mode 
of  reform,  and,  par’icularly,  that  the  people  will  no  be 
gulled  into  the  approval  of  an  unauthorized  expendi- 
ture by  dividing  its  amount  among  the  depar  nients. 

By  this  time,  I think  it  is  apparent  that  the  duty  de- 
volves on  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Cani- 
breleng,)  not  only  to  account  for  his  vofing  against  the 
measure  in  regard  to  the  conrqensation  of  members, 
but  also  why  it  is  tha1  “a  judicious  system  ot  reform” 
has  not  been  instil uted  by  his  fr-ends;  “ti  e executive 
officers  themselves,”  whereby  the  country  might  rea- 
lize what  was  promised  by  ti  e gent'enian’s  repor — “a 
reduction  of  one-third  of  the  number  of  clerks  in  tl  e 
several  departments,  with  safety  to  the  public  interest.” 

We  will  now  look  to  he  post  office  department.  Ti  e 
general  post  office,  as  it  was  then  called,  had  the  good 
fortune  not  only  to  escape  the  censure,  hut  to  enlist  the 
praise,  of  that  fault-finding  era.  I leave  it  for  those  who 
were  familiar  with  the  motives  and  political  currents  of 
that  day,  to  account  for  this.  The  committee  said  of  it 
— ‘ The  efficiency  of  this  branch  of  the  public  service 
is  in  a condition  highly  improved  and  improving.”  My 
first  remark  on  this  is,  that  the  post  office  departmt  nt 
passed  into  the  hands  of  general  Jackson  in  a healthy 
and  efficient  state.  A few,  years,  under  his  refirm, 
reduced  it  to  chaos  and  insolvency.  The  details  of  its 
mismanagement  have  been  long  since  proved.  The 
evidence  is  on  file  here  and  in  the  senate,  with  the  re- 
ports of  the  several  committees  appointed  to  investigate 
its  abuses.  I refer  gentlemen  to  the  files,  and  wdi  not 
dw'ellon  the  various  abuses  which  were  designated  and 
es  ablished.  Their  enormi’y,  coupled  with  the  fact  of 
the  borrowing  money  on  public  account  by  the  post- 
master general,  without  law  or  authority,  alarmed  the 
country.  But  bad  as  all  this  was,  a d used,  as  the  pe- 
cuniary patronage  had  been,  to  confer  personal  berte- 
fi's  on  favorites,  until  the  disorder  and  insolvency  of  the 
department  became  apparent,  still  the  political  uses 
which  had  been  made  of  the  appointing  pa'ronage  were 
not  disclosed,  and  now  never  will  be.  The  present 
pos  mas  er  general,  Amos  Kendall,  ells  us  in  tiis  ac- 
count of  rhe  la  e desrrue'ion  of  tha  department  by  fire, 
that  all  the  books,  papers,  and  files  of  rhe  depar  tment 
were  saved,  except  tne  “files”  of  the  “appjintment  of- 
fice,” and  that  these  were  destroyed! 

Ip  the  first  six  vears  of  general  Jackson’s  adminis- 
tration, about  1,300  postmasters  were  removed  from 
office,  and,  in  most  of  rhe  cases,  without  the  ass-gn- 
ment  of  any  cause.  When  certain  members  of  the 
committees  of  the  senate  and  house,  appointed,  in 
1333-4,  to  inves'igare  the  abuses  of  that  department, 
attempted  to  get  at  the  files  and  correspondence  of  this 
“app  hutment  office,”  with  a view  to  ascertain  and  re- 
port whether  the  reasons  for  these  removals  were 
promp'ed  by  high  and  just  public  considerations,  or  by 
mere  political  expediency,  they  were  denied  the  right 
by  the  head  of  the  department  and  by  the  friends  of 
the  administration,  who  composed  a maj  .rity  ori  one 
of  these  comnii  tees!  Was  nor  this  inquiry  just?  I re- 
fer you,  sir,  to  Mr.  Benton’s  famous  report  and  bill  pro- 
viding tor  the  disclosure  of  reasons  in  case  of  removal 
from  office.  I refer  you,  Mr.  Spe  ker,  to  your  own  re- 
marks, and  to  those  of  your  friends,  in  the  debate  on 
Mr.  Saunders’s  resolution,  which  I have  already  quoted. 
But,  above  all,  I refer  you  to  the  remarks  of  the  illus- 
trious Madison,  unrivalled  as  he  was  in  the  knowledge 
of  the  letter  and  spirit  of  our  constitution  and  laws, 
and  in  purity  and  honesty  of  purpose.  As  early  as 
1789,  in  the  memorable  deba  e oil  the  power  of  the 
executive  to  remove  from  office,  he  not  only  denied  the 
right  to  exercise  this  power  capriciously,  and  without 
assigning  adequate  reasons,  but  he  thought  it  would  be 
such  a bold  assumption  of  lawless  power,  *hat  he  thus 
expressed  himself:  “I  own  it  as  an  abuse  of  power 
which  exceeds  my  imagination,  and  of  which  I can 
form  no  rational  conception.” 

But  when  Mr.  Van  Buren  and  Mr.  Benton  (both  of 
whom  were  on  the  committee  which  reported  the  bill 
to  prevent  the  abuse  of  this  patronage  of  appointment) 
came  into  power,  they  changed  their  tone,  if  not  their 
principles.  Removals  from  office  immediately  follow- 
ed and  they  deny  any  obligation  to  assign  reasons!  Is 
it  not  strange,  too,  nay,  is  it  not  mysterious,  that,  in  the 
conflagration  of  the  post  office,  the  only  papers  and 
files  destroyed  should  be  those  relating  to  the  exercise, 
if  not  the  abuse,  of  the  power  of  removal  from  office — 
the  very  papers  which  the  postmaster  general  refus- 
ed to  suffer  the  committees  of  investigation  to  ex- 
amine? 

I said  Mr.  Van  Buren  changed  his  tone  on  this  sub- 
let I will  at  once  prove  it.  The  journal  of  the  sen- 
ate shows  that  he  was  one  of  the  select  committee  who 
reported  the  bill  already  referred  to.  He  entered  the  of- 
fice of  secretary  of  state  with  the  commencement  of 
general  Jackson's  administration.  O te  ofhis  first  offi- 
cial acts  wuti  die  fcuiova!  of  & metitouous  deik  from 
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his  office  in  that  department,  and  a positive  refusal  to 
assign  any  reason  for  it!  The  gentleman  removed  is 
now  a member  of  this  house,  (Mr.  Slade,  of  Vermont,) 
and  the  voice  of  the  people  has  sustained  him  whom 
the  despotism  of  executive  patronage  sought  to  destroy. 

The  manner  in  which  this  patronage  is  abused,  and 
the  readiness  and  almost  telegraphic  despatch  with 
which  the  wires  of  party  machinery  are  felt  throughout 
and  from  the  most  distant  parts  of  the  union,  may  be 
imagined  after  reading  this  laconic  note,  written  by  Mr. 
Van  Buren,  soon  after  entering  on  the  duties  of  secre- 
tary of  state,  to  a gentleman  in  Louisiana: 

Washington,  April  20,  1829. 
My  dear  siY':  I have  the  honor  of  acknowledging  the 
receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  21st  ult.  and  of  informing 
you  that  the  removals  and  appointments  you  recom- 
mended were  made  on  the  day  your  letter  was  received. 

“With  respect,  your  friend,  &c. 

“M.  Van  Buren.” 

And,  so  far  from  being  willing  to  reduce  the  number 
of  clerks  in  his  department,  as  the  people  were  induced 
to  believe  would  be  done,  Mr.  Van  Buren,  when  called 
on  for  that  purpose,  saw  the  whole  affair  through  a new 
medium,  and  rephed:  “My  opinion  is,  that  there  can  be 
no  reduction  in  the  number  of  officers  employed  in  the 
department,  (of  state,)  without  detriment  to  the  public 
interest!!’’  And  yet  the  retrenchment  committee,  when 
Mr.  Clay  was  in  that  department,  reported  “that  they 
felt  satisfied  that,  had  the  officer  at  its  head  concurred 
with  them  in  the  opinion,  they  might  have  presented  a 
plan  for  not  only  a gradual  reduction  of  the  number  of 
clerks,  but  for  an  actual  increase  in  the  efficiency  of 
their  labors.” 

But  other  discrepancies  between  the  profession  and 
practice  of  these  reformers  remain  to  be  noticed.  It 
will  be  found  that  the  report  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  (Mr.  Cambreleng,)  and  his  friends,  con- 
demned “the  practice  introduced  by  the  secretaries  ol 
the  departments,  of  sending  the  reports  of  their  clerks 
or  heads  of  bureaus,  instead  of  condensing  them,  and 
making  them  substantially  their  own  communication.’’ 
This  practice,  if  bad,  has  never  been  corrected,  but  is 
daily  indulged  in  by  all  the  departments,  as  the  an- 
swers to  the  calls  and  resolutions  of  this  house  abun- 
dantly show.  But  a still  moreremarkablecommentary 
follows.  When  the  department  of  war  passed  into  the 
hands  of  John  H.  Eaton,  a zealous  reformer,  he,  too, 
was  called  upon  to  carry  out  his  retrenchment  system, 
and  reduce  tne  number  of  his  clerks,  in  fulfilment  of 
the  public  expectation,  which  he  and  others  had  exci- 
ted. To  the  surprise  of  all,  he  referred  the  subject  to 
the  clerks  themselves!  and  here,  sir,  is  his  reply: 

“War  Department,  Jan.  27,  1830. 
“Sir;  I have  the  honor  to  lay  before  you  reports  from 
the  several  bureaus  connected  with  the  wardepartnn  nt, 
on  the  subject  of  a resolution  of  the  5th  inst.  referred  to 
me  by  the  committee  on  retrenchment. 

Respectfully, 

“J.  H.  Eaton.” 

Charles  A.  Wickl'ffe,  Esq. 

These  bureaus,  so  far  from  agreeing  to  part  with  any 
of  their  esculcheo/.s,  actually  asked  for  an  additional 
supply!  Thus  ended  that  farce! 

Another  precept.— This  retrenchment  report  alleged 
that  our  diplomatic  relations  and  foreign  intercourse 
were  unnecessarily  expensive,  and  recommended  “a 
fixed  appropriation  for  the  contingencies  of  each  mis- 
sion,” “in  no  case  exceeding  $600,  (annually,)  to  cover 
the  expenses  of  stationery,  postage,  office,  clerk,  hire, 
and  all  other  contingencies  whatsoever.” 

Let  us  see  the  practice.  Andrew  Stevenson,  our 
minister  at  London,  is  allowed  for  these  contingencies, 
including  “presents  to  the  menial  officers  and  servants  of 
the  court,  and  others,  on  his  presentation,  and  at  Christ- 
mas,” $2,098  56,  in  the  space  of  about  a year!  The 
like  expenses  of  nearly  all  our  other  foreign  missions 
are  in  correspondent  ratio. 

Profession. — The  grade  of  our  foreign  ministers  was 
to  be  reduced  in  some  instances,  especially  that  at 
Madrid,  to  a charge,  with  a salary  of  $4,500. 

Practice. — A minister  plenipotentiary  has  been  kept 
at  Madrid  canstantly,  and  John  H.  Eaton  is  now  there 
on  a salary  of  $9,000,  having  also  received  his  outfit  of 
the  same  amount.  And  during  the  last  session  of  con- 
gress an  attempt  was  made  to  increase  the  salaries  of 
all  our  foreign  ministers!!  Who  could  have  anticipated 
this  from  an  administration  that  proclaimed  on  this 
floor,  (at  Least  one  of  its  most  powerful  and  influential 
supporters,  the  late  Mr.  Randolph,  who  joined  in  the 
cry  of  retrenchment  here  proclaimed,  and  what  he 
said  received  the  full  approbation  of  “the  party:”) 

“So  long  as  members  of  congress,  and  not  of  this 
house  only  or  chiefly,  will  bow,  and  cringe,  and  duc-k, 
and  fawn,  and  get  out  of  the  way  at  a pinching  vote, 
or  lend  a helping  hand,  at  a pinceing  vote,  to  obtain  these 
places,  I never  will  consent  to  enlarge  the  salary  at- 
tached to  them.  We  are  told  that  they  live  at  St.  Peters- 
burg and  London,  and  that  living  there  is  very  expen- 
sive” Well,  sir,  who  sent  them  there?  Were  they  im- 
pressed, sir?  Were  they  taken  by  a press-gang  on 
Tower-hill,  knocked  down,  hand-cuffed,  chucked  on 
board  a tender,  and  told  that  they  must  take  the  pay 
and  rations  which  his  majesty  was  pleased  to  allow?” 
Now  I appeal  to  vou,  Mr.  Speaker,  if  the  moral  ap- 
plication of  these  remarks  has  not  been  justly  felt  “m 
congress  and  not  in  this  house  only  or  chiefly,”  under 
the  retrenchment  and  reform  administration? 

Another  precept  of  the  reforming  report. — The  commit- 
tee thought  the  mode  of  “appointing  and  compensating 
bearers  of  despatches  liable  to  strong  objections,  prone 
to  degenerate 'into  a species  of  favoritism,  little  short  of, 


a convenient  mode  of  sending  favorites  abroad  to  tra- 
vel for  their  pleasure,  health,  or  instruction,  out  of  the 
public  coffers.’’ 

Practice.  The  President  and  his  secretary  of  state, 
both  Jackson-reformers,  now  take  a favorite  clerk  of 
the  state  department,  Whose  salary  at  the  time  was  at 
the  rate  of  $1,760  per  year,  send  him  as  bearer  of  des 
patches  to  Mexico,  ana,  for  about  three  months’  ser- 
vice, pay  him  $1,212  88,  and  suffer  him  also  to  draw 
his  clerk’s  salary  for  the  period  of  his  absence!  For 
this  I refer  you  to  the  case  of  Robt.  Greenhow,  who  is 
the  translamig  clerk  of  that  departmem;  all  the  facts  of 
the  case  being  stated  in  the  reports  of  the  secretarv.  He 
excuses  this  transaction,  by  saying  that  the  translations 
which  were  required  during  Mr.  Geenhow’s  absence 
were  made  at  his  expense.  It  might  be  well  to  inquire 
whether  any  translations  w7ere  required  during  that  pe- 
riod, and  why  also  it  would  not  have  been  quite  as  well 
to  discontinue  the  salary  for  the  time,  and  let  the  go- 
vernment pay  for  any  translations  which  were  needed. 
But  do  we  not  here  distinctly  realize  what  the  retrench- 
ment report  condemned  in  these  words:  “ that  an  ac- 
tual incumbent  is  considered  to  have  such  a sort  of 
property  in  the  office  as  to  enable  him  to  farm  out  its 
duties,  and  to  receive  a part  of  its  revenues  for  doing 
nothing?’’ 

Another  illustration  of  this  “ convenient  mode  of 
sending  favorites  abroad,”  “out  of  the  public  coffers,” 
is  found  in  the  same  list  of  contingent  expenses  of  fo- 
reign intercourse.  I allude  to  the  case  of  Mr.  Charles 
Biddle,  who,  when  nominated  by  general  Jackson  for 
a judgeship  in  Florida,  was  rejected  by  the  senate. 

After  this  rejection  Mr.  Biddle,  was  despatched  by 
the  executive  to  Central  America  and  New  Grenada. 
What  service  he  rendered  we  know  not;  but  it  appears 
that  for  this  mission  an  allowance  of  $7,122  95  has  been 
made.  Mr.  Charles  Biddle  is  the  same  gentleman  who 
had  a controversy  with  Mr.  senator  Grundy,  in  which 
the  devotion  of  the  latter  to  general  Jackson  was  ques- 
tioned. We  learn  by  one  of  the  printed  documents, 
occasioned  by  that  dispute,  that  the  senator,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  proving  himself  to  be  what  is  called  a “ whole 
hog  Jackson-man,”  said  he  “had  swallowed  the  Eg 
not  only  whole,  but  wrong  end  foremost,  taking  the 
bristles  against  the  grain;  and  had  gone  for  all  general 
Jackson’s  bob-tail  nominations,  even  to  Charles  Biddle.” 

You  may  remember,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  great  fault 
was  found  with  Mr.  Clay  for  an  allowance  to  John  H. 
Pleasants,  who  was  employed  as  bearer  of  despatches, 
and  sat  out  on  his  voyage,  but,  being  taken  ill,  was 
obliged  to  abandon  it,  though  he  caused  his  despatches 
to  be  safely  delivered.  In  the  account,  which  I am  now 
examining,  we  find  the  sum  of  $1,522  72,  paid  by  Mr. 
Forsyth,  tne  secretary  of  state,  to  Eleazer  Early,  sent 
with  despatches  for  our  charge  d’affaires  at  Bogota,  but 
which  were  never  delivered.  The  sickness  of  Mr. 
Pleasants  furnished  no  palliation,  in  the  minds  of  the 
reformers,  for  the  payment  made  to  him,  though  he 
caused  his  despatches  to  be  safely  delivered.  Yet  these 
same  gentlemen  find  ample  pretext  in  the  alleged  ship- 
wreck of  Mr.  Early,  to  pay  him  $311  35  for  expenses, 
$527  37  for  clothing,  bedding,  and  books,  lost  or  aban- 
doned by  him,  and  $714  for  one  hundred  and  nineteen 
days  compensation,  at  $6  per  day,  though  his  de- 
spatches were  never  delivered!! 

At  this  same  time,  too,  Mr.  Early  appears  to  have 
been  receiving  a salary  of  $1,500  a year  as  librarian  of 
the  house  of  representatives!!  It  would  seem  that  Mr. 
secretary  Forsyth  is  not  a stranger  to  this  “convenient 
mode  of  sending  favorites  abroad,  to  travel  for  their  plea- 
sure, health,  or  instruction,  out  of  the  public  coffers,” 

I also  find  that  $2,515  are  charged  for  contingent  ex- 
penses of  William  T.  Barry,  late  minister  to  Spain. 
Now,  sir,  it  is  well  known  that  Mr.  Barry  never  reach- 
ed Spain,  hut  died  on  his  way  there.  He,  of  course, 
received  the  usual  salary  and  outfit;  and  I am  at  a loss 
to  know  what  contingent  expenses,  incurred  by  him, 
could  justly  be  charged  to  the  United  States. 

There  appears,  also,  to  have  been  paid  to  John  R. 
Clay,  in  1836,  $3,381  41,  as  “compensation  for  certain 
diplomatic  services.”  This  gentleman,  at  that  time, 
held  the  place  of  secretary  of  legation  at  St.  Peters- 
burgh,  with  a salary  of  $2,000  a year,  and  the  payment 
to  him  of  the  further  sum  of  $3,381  41  may  be  justly 
questioned. 

Other  items,  indicative  of  extravagance  or  favoritism, 
may  be  seen  in  this  contingent  expense  account  ol  fo- 
reign missions,  but  I will  not  stop  to  specify  them. 

It  will  also  be  found  that,  in  the  days  of  this,  “search- 
ing operation’’  and  “reform,”  the  standing  committees 
of  this  house  on  the  expenditures  of  the  several  depart- 
ments attended  to  their  vocation.  But,  very  soon  after 
general  Jackson  came  into  power,  these  committees 
beeatfne  so  much  a matter  of  mere  form  that  the  chair- 
man of  one  of  them  declared,  liere,  during  the  last  con- 
gress, he  had  never  even  thought  it  worth  his  while  to 
convene  his  committee,  and  he  appeared  quite  surprised, 
or  at  all  events  amused,  that  any  inquiry  was  expected 
to  be  made  in  regard  to  the  expenses  of  these  depart- 
ments!! This  state  of  thingsforms  a strong  contrast  with 
the  report  made  here  in  April,  1828,  by  Mr.  Blair,  of  Ten- 
nessee, chairman  of  the  committee  on  public  accounts 
and  expenditures  in  the  state  department.  He,  you 
know,  Mr.  Speaker,  was  a Jackson  reformer;  like  the 
select  committee,  he  found  every  thing  wrong,  and  pro- 
mised to  correct  it.  The  purchase  of  books,  the  em- 
ployment of  a librarian,  and  many  other  things,  were 
censured — even  the  right  to  purchase  a print  or  likeness 
of  general  Washington,  to  be  suspended  in  the  depart- 
ment, was  questioned.  How  stands  the  matter  now? 
Why,  large  sums  of  money  are  yearly  expended  for  the 


library  of  the  state  depar-'ment,  and  many  books  pur- 
chased, which  are  certainly  unnecessary. 

Besides  the  purchase  of  books,  periodicals,  and  news- 
papers, made  for  this  department  by  its  disbursing  agent 
at  home,  there  was  expended  in  London,  during  last 
year,  for  similar  objects,  nearly  $500.  A librarian  is 
employed,  at  a salary  of  $1,540,  equal  to  that  paid  to  the 
librarian  of  the  great  public  library  of  congress.  All 
this  too,  sir,  under  the  auspices  of  gentlemen  wko  said 
that  this  part  of  the  expenses  of  that  department  was 
censurable,  and  ought  to  be  dispensed  with,  as  all  the 
officers  of  the  government  could  well  avail  themselves 
of  the  public  library  at  the  capitol.  But,  Mr.  Speaker, 
the  times  changed,  and  Mr.  Van  Buren  and  Mr.  For- 
syth changed  with  them.  The  state  department  is  now 
laid  off  into  grand  divisions.  When  Mr.  Clay  had 
charge  of  it,  the  Blue  Book  exhibited  a list  of  a dozen 
names,  all  under  the  head  of  clerks.  One  of  these  acted 
as  translator  for  the  depariment,.  and  his  salary  was 
$1,150;  another  paid  out  the  funds,  and  was  charged 
with  the  contingent  expense  accounts,  and  he  received 
$1,150  a year.  How  soon  is  all  this  simplicity  and 
economy  forgotten!  The  Blue  Book  of  last  year  divides 
this  department  into  a “diplomatic  bureau,”  a “ consu- 
lar bureau,”  a “home  bureau,”  a “translator,’’  whose 
salary  is  $1,760,  a “disbursing  agent,’’  whose  salary  is 
$1,595,  a “librarian,”  whose  salary  is  $1,540,  a “keep- 
er of  the  archives,’’  whose  salary  is  $1,540,  and  gives 
one  man  $960  a year  for  “packing,  filing,  arranging, 
and  preserving  newspapers  and  printed  documents.’’ 
This  is  done  by  that  boasted  “democratic  party”  which 
affects  such  holy  horror  at  any  appearance  of  what 
they  call  “ aristocratic  grandeur.”  If  the  Turk,  whose 
letters  are  found  in  Salmagundi,  had  seen  this  display 
of  “bureaus”  in  the  state  department,  he  W’ould  have 
keen  better  justified  in  his  admiration  at  “the  grand 
and  magnificent  scale  on  which  these  Americans  trans- 
act their  business.”  But  I have  yet  to  add,  that  those 
who  questioned  the  right  of  the  state  department  to  pur- 
chase a print  of  the  immortal  Washington  have  used 
the  money  of  the  people  to  buy  prints  of  general  Jack- 
son,  and  now  of  Martin  Van  Buren,  for  almost  every 
room  in  each  of  the  departments!! 

Mr.  Speaker,  during  this  “searching operation”  and 
capitous  fault-finding,  every  petty  expense  of  the  several 
departments  w as  looked  upon  with  open  censure.  I 
well  remember  that  an  itetn  of  some  few  dollars,  paid 
a laborer  for  destroying  the  grsss  which  was  growing 
between  the  bricks  of  the  paved  walk  leading  to  the 
state  department,  was  held  up  to  public  view  as  a piece 
of  aristocratic  extravagance.  Now,  sir,  suppose  I were 
to  cite  to  you  many  similar  and  equally  (if  not  more) 
objectionable  charges  in  the  present  accounts  of  these 
departments — such  as  cash  paid  for  clearing  the  snow 
oft  the  pavements,  so  that  Mr.  Forsyth  need  not  wet 
his  feet;  “$90  a quarter  for  labor,”  $54  for  sundries,’’ 
“$16  for  work,”  without  stating  what  labor  or  work. 
It  might  have  been  for  killing  grass,  or  raising  vegeta- 
bles for  the  secretary.  The  term  “sundries”  may  con- 
ceal the  same  things,  and  the  curious  might  inquire 
what  use  was  made  of  the  fire-proof  paint  for  which  $78 
were  paid  by  the  secretary  of  state.  But  the  money 
is  well  laid  out,  if  it  will  preserve  the  edifice!  And  it 
is  to  be  regretted  that  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  and 
the  postmaster  general  had  not  made  similar  purchases 
in  time  to  save  their  respective  buildings.  Penknives 
and  scissors,  by  the  dozen  and  half  dozen,  are  pur- 
chased by  the  secretary  of  state,  who  also  pays,  a clerk 
to  go  to  Baltimore  to  collect  a draft.  An  item  of  $100 
paid  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  money;  but  how  much  money,  or  from  whence, 
or  where  transported,  we  know  not  This  last  charge 
is  a kind  of  foretaste  of  the  nardmoney  sub-treasury 
system,  by  which,  instead  of  transmitting  the  funds  of 
tne  government  by  means  of  the  cheap,  safe,  and  rapid 
system  of  exchange,  which  prevailed  before  the  banks 
were  “debauched”  by  Mr.  Kendall,  the  public  money 
is  now  to  be  wagoned  over  the  country  at  great  expense 
and  hazard,  and  always  with  delay. 

The  late  eminent  and  virtuous  attorney-general  Wil- 
liam Wirt,  did  not  escape  the  censure  of  these  indefati- 
gable reformers.  He  had  rendered  some  professional 
services,  in  which  the  United  States  were  interested, 
but  which  were  not  such  as  his  official  station  charged 
apon  him.  For  this  service  an  inconsiderable  sum  was 
paid  to  him,  but  its  propriety  was  questioned.  The 
salary  of  the  attorney-general  was  then  $3,500,  and  he 
was  allowed  $800  for  a clerk.  How  stands  the  case 
now?  The  salary  of  Mr.  Benjamin  F.  Butler,  the  pre- 
sent attorney-general,  is  $4,000,  and  in  1834  he  w-as 
paid  84,150  19  for  compensation,  besides  being  allowed 
$1,300  for  a clerk  and  messenger,  and  8500  for  the  con- 
tingent expenses  of  his  office.  The  same  additional 
allowance  and  chaige,  amounting  together  to  $1,800, 
is  made  in  1835.  Independent  of  the  increased  salary 
and  the  enlarged  provision  for  a messenger,  w hence 
comes  Mr.  Butler’s  right  to  charge  an  excess  of  $150  19 
for  compensation,  besides  $500  for  contingent  expenses? 
In  the  year  1836  we  hear  nothing  of  contingent  ex- 
penses, but  a provision  of  $1,407  is  made  for  his  clerk 
and  messenger,  and  for  Mr.  Butler’s  compensation  that 
year  he  received  84,332,  when  his  salary  w'as  only 
$4,000.  Why  was  this  excess  of  $332  paid  to  him?  He 
appears  to  have  been  used  as  a sort  of  Caleb  Quolem. 
He  has  been  allowed  to  enjoy  the  salary  of  his  own 
office  and  that  of  the  secretary  of  w'ar  at  one  and  the 
same  time,  being  at  the  rate  of  $10  000  per  year,  pur- 
suing too  his  profession,  and  receiving  its  emoluments. 
No  wonder  we  see  in  him  “the  complying  law  officer 
of  the  crown.”  When  did  he  ever  give  an  opinion 
contrary  to  the  wish  of  the  president,  if  he  knew  what 
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that  was?  Let  me  give  an  illustration.  As  the  story  is 
told,  when  the  Baltimore  railroad  was  about  to  be  lo- 
cated at  its  termination  in  this  city,  the  company  con- 
sulted Mr.  Butler  on  some  point  as  to  this  right  of  way, 
under  tiieir  charter.  Alter  full  deliberation,  his  pro- 
fessional opinion  was  obtained  in  writing.  It  happened 
that  general  Jackson  felt  some  concern  about  the  loca- 
tion of  this  right  of  way,  and  he  expressed  an  opinion 
on  the  same  point,  requiring  a termination  of  the  road, 
winch  the  company  did  not  wish,  and  which  Mr.  But- 
ler had  advised  them  they  need  not  adopt.  Gen.  Jack- 
son  was  furnished  with  the  opinion  of  the  attorney- 
general;  but,  instead  of  yielding,  he  endorsed  on  it, 

“ Mr.  Butler  has  not  examined  this  case  with  his  usual 
care;  let  this  paper  be  referred  back  to  him,  with  a 
copy  of  the  charter,  for  his  re-examination.’’  In  due 
lime,  sir,  the  attorney-general  agrees  with  the  presiclen1, 
and  gives  an  opinion  in  conformity  with  that  which 
general  Jackson  had  expressed!  Alter  this,  Mr.  Speak- 
er, we  need  not  be  surprised  at  the  absurd  opinion  of 
Mr.  Butler,  given  as  a foundation  or  justification  for 
general  Jackson  to  pocket  the  bill  repealing  tile  trea- 
sury circular,  and  which  had  passed  both  houses  of 
congress  almost  by  acclamation.  Nor,  indeed,  should 
we  be  astonished  at  any  opinion  of  his,  unless  he 
should  have  happened  to  give  one  different  from  what 
he  supposed  the  president  wanted. 

I wish  now,  to  make  a few  comments  on  the  profes- 
sions and  practice  ot  Mr.  Amos  Kendall,  late  fourth 
auditor,  and  now  postmaster  general.  This  gentle- 
man, you  know,  sir,  was  an  eleventh-hour  Jackson 
man.  He,  however,  was  among  the  first  who  got  of- 
fice; and  immediately  after  his  appointment,  a letter  of 
his  is  published,  in  which,  after  holding  himself  and  a 
few  friends  up  as  having  been  persecuted,  he  exclaims, 
“what  has  Heaven  done?  So  disposed  ofevents,  as  to 
make  Barry  postmaster  general,  and  myself  a more 
humble  auditor’’  As  to  Mr.  Barry,  no  matter  “what 
events”  made  him  postmaster  general,  we  know  that 
under  his  management  that  department  was  deranged 
and  rendered  insolvent! 

But  now  for  this  “ humble  auditor,”  or,  as  from  his 
own  question,  he  is  sometimes  called,  “ this  Heaven- 
born”  Amos.  If  history  does  him  justice,  it  will  be 
found  that  he  desired  office  under  Mr.  Clay,  which,  it 
not  being  in  the  power  of  the  latter  to  provide,  Mr. 
Kendall  espoused  the  cause  of  general  Jackson. 

In  this  letter  of  Mr.  Kendall,  he  says: 

“I  feel  bound  by  my  obligations  to  my  country,  and 
by  the  pledges  so  often  repeated  by  alt  the  principal 
rnen  of  our  party,  to  promote,  with  all  my  talents  and 
industry,  the  reforms  which  the  people  demand.  I will 
prove  that  our  declarations  have  not  been  hollow  pre- 
tences. Besides,  I hid  the  interference  of  federal  offi- 
cers with  state  politics  to  be  improper  in  principle.” 

For  the  reform  under  this  last  paragraph,  I refer  you 
to  Mr.  Kendall’s  letters  and  toasts  sent  to  various  po- 
litical meetings  and  dinners  throughout  the  country, 
for  a few  years  past,  on  the  eve  of  state  elections. 

When  Mr.  Kendall  entered  upon  the  duties  of  his 
auditor’s  office,  he  caused  to  be  published  in  the  United 
States  Telegraph,  the  then  official  organ,  a letter,  in 
which  he  says,  “ The  interest  of  the  country  demands 
that  this  office  shall  he  filled  with  men  of  business,  and 
not  with  bubbling  politicians.’’  Sir,  the  whole  letter  was 
the  work  of  a bubbling  politician,  expressly  designed  for 
political  and  demagogue  ends,  which  the  writer,  in  the 
same  breath,  said  he  had  quit  and  left  for  others!  I 
will  read  a few  passages  from  it.  “In  five  days  I have 
returned  to  the  post  office  twenty  letters  and  three 
pamphlets,  enclosed  to  the  fourth  auditor,  and  directed 
to  other  persons!”  How  long  after  this  letter  was  it  be- 
fore Mr.  Kendall,  for  the  purpose  of  building  up  the 
Globe  newspaper,  and  the  fortune  ofhis  friena  Francis 
P.  Blair,  (another  eleventh-hour  Jackson  man,  whom 
he  had  brought  from  his  former  residence  at  Frankfort, 
Kentucky.)  sent  under  his  frank  to  Kentucky,  and  per- 
haps elsewhere,  the  prospectus  of  this  newspaper? 

In  that  same  letter  Mr.  Kendall  also  says: 

“ Upon  entering  this  office,  on  Monday  last,  one  of 
the  first  objects  which  struck  mv  eye  was  a pile  of  news- 
papers on  my  table.  Among  them,  I counted  sixteen 
different  papers,  all  of  which  1 was  told  were  subscribed 
for  by  the  fourth  auditor,  and  paid  for  out  of  the  trea- 
sury.’’ 

He  sent  them  back,  as  he  then  stated,  with  a note  to 
each;  of  which  the  following  is  a copy: 

Treasury  Department , 

Fourth  Auditor's  0jfi.ee,  March  24,  1823. 
Sir:  Not  believing  that  I am  authorized  to  charge  the 
government  with  subscriptions  to  newspapers  and  other 
publica.ions,  which  arc  not  useful  to  me  in  the  dis- 
charge of  my  official  duties;  and  not  perceiving  that  I 
can  derive  any  assistance  from  your  journal  in  settling 
the  accounts  of  the  United  States  navy,  I have  to  re- 
quest that  you  will  discontinue  sending  it  to  this  office. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Amos  Kendall. 

Here,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  a fine  display  of  the  “pride, 
pomp,  and  circumstance”  of  office,  if  not  of  official  in- 
solence. But  yesterday  he  was  himself  the  editor  and 
publisher  of  a newspaper:  he  next  appears,  in  his  own 
language,  an  ‘‘humble  auditor.’’  But,  sir,  does  not.  the 
letter  just  read  show  that  he  had  forgotten  his  humility, 
and  become  puffed  up  with  official  consequence! 

Why  did  he  not  simply  tell  his  brother  editors,  in 
brief  and  respectful  language,  that  he  had  discontinued 
the  subscription  for  their  paper? 

But  a further  thought  is  suggested  by  this  letter  of 
Mr.  Amos  Kendall,  and  bis  reason  for  discontinuing 
newspaper  subscriptions.  He  is  now,  sir,  postmaster 


general.  Suppose  we  look  at  the  statement  of  the  con- 
tingent expenses  of  his  office  for  the  last  year.  Do  you 
think  we  shall  find  any  subscriptions  for  newspapers 
there  “ paid  for  out  of  the  treasury?’’  Listen  to  a few 


items: 

Southern  Literary  Messenger,  - - $10  00 

New  York  Journal  of  Commerce,  - 10  00 

Alleghany  Democrat,  - - - 14  81 

Pennsylvanian,  - - - - 8 00 

Indian  Biography,  - - - 6 00 

Metropolitan  Magazine,  - - - 8 00 

Three  copies  of  the  Daily  Globe!!!  - 30  00 

Richmond  Enquirer,  - - - 5 00 


Sundry  others  which  I will  not  stop  to  name:  the  whole 
number  being  twenty  or  upwards,  and  the  total  of  sub- 
scription within  a small  fraction  of  $200!  He  was 
frightened  at  a pile  of  10  newspapers,  but  he  can  now 
take  20  at  a dose!  Can  it  be  possible  that  a man,  who 
came  into  office  declaring,  like  the  Pharisee  of  old,  that 
“ he  was  not  like  other  men,’’  and  would  even  “ tithe, 
mint,  and  cummin,”  begins  already  to  “neglect  the 
weightier  matters  of  the  law?”  What  becomes  of  his 
inflated  promise  “to  prove’’  tha'  his  “declarations  had 
not  been  hollow  pretences?”  Of  what  value  was  his 
declaration,  made  in  his  letter  before  referred  to,  and 
in  which  he  says,  “Vain  I may  be,  proud  I am,  that 
the  president  has  given  me  an  opportunity  to  aid  him 
in  proving  that  reform  is  not  an  empty  sound,  and  is 
not  to  apply  merely  to  a change  of  men?”  Why,  sir,  I 
quote  as  a reply  to  these  questions  his  own  words,  in 
another  passage  of  his  own  letter:  “ The  world  well 
know  him  at  last,  and  assign  him  his  true  rank.’’ 

“Truth  i=  omnipotent,  and  public  justice  certain.” 

Among  Mr.  Kendall’s  reforms  may  be  mentioned  his 
leading  agency  in  the  removal  of  the  public  deposifes 
from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  To  effect  this,  he 
carried  on  a system  of  “billing  and  cooing’’  with  the 
srate  banks,  and,  in  the  language  of  a certain  senator, 
(Mr.  Benton,)  “debauched  them.’’  “Yes,  sir,  debauch 
is  the  word.’’  I apply  it  to  the  government  and  banks, 
though  the  senator  thought  the  people  had  been  de- 
bauched, and  applied  it  to  them.  For  this  work  of 
“debauch,”  which  proved  so  serious  a curse  to  the 
country,  this  agent  was  employed  thirty-two  days,  and 
was  paid  for  this  service  the  sum  of  $316  11,  being 
about  ten  dollars  a day  for  a job  which  has  occasioned 
much  of  the  embarrassment  under  which  the  country 
now  labors.  He  got  $10  a day  for  doing  this  injury  to 
the  public — a hard-working  laborer  finds  it  difficult  to 
get  fiis  dollar  a day.  But  still,  Mr.  Kendall  belongs  to 
the  “democratic  party,”  and  whilst  he  received  his  $10 
a day  for  that  work,  he  also  received  the  regular  salary 
ofhis  office.  This  appears  to  be  an  established  usage 
of  this  administration.  The  case  of  the  attorney  gene- 
ral is  already  mentioned.  The  reports  from  the  de- 
partments show  several  other  cases,  though  I will  now 
only  add  that  of  the  commissioner  of  Indian  affairs,  who 
was  for  a while  acting  secretary  of  war,  and  during 
this  period  drew  the  salaries  of  each  office,  being  at  the 
rate  of  $9,000  a year. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  no  man  better  knows  all  the  uses 
of  office  than  Mr.  Kendall.  I have  read  a political 
tract,  written,  I think,  by  Dean  Swift,  entitled  some- 
what in  this  way:  “The  convenience  of  a place  at 
court,  or  a sure  mode  of  providing  garments  for  a whole 
family.”  Mr.  Kendall  appears  to  understand  the  “ mo- 
dus operandi”  of  this  matter.  The  printed  list  of  clerks 
in  his  department  exhibits. his  father-in-law  and  two 
nephews,  with  salaries  of  $1,000,  $1,200.  and  $1,400; 
and  thus  we  see  a family  provision  of  nearly  $10,000  a 
year,  including  his  own  salary.  But  Mr.  Kendall  is 
not  the  only  officer  who  thus  takes  care  of  his  own 
household.  If  provision  of  this  kind  be  evidence  of 
“faith,’’  few  of  them  will  he  found  “infidels.”  The  pre- 
sident’s eon  has  an  office,  which  I have  already  men- 
tioned, of  $1,500  a year.  The  secretary  of  state’s  son, 
until  very  lately,  held  the  place  of  district  attorney  in 
Alabama.  A near  relation  by  marriage  of  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  has  a comfortable  annuity  of  $1,400  in 
the  navy  department;  another  holds  the  appointment 
of  naval  officer  in  Boston,  with  a salary  of  $3,000  per 
year,  besides  being  president  of  the  Lafayette  Bank  of 
that  city;  and  a third  is  the  cashier  of  the  Franklin 
Bank  of  that  city,  which  became'  a special  pet  under 
the  pet  bank  system.  These  gentlemen  would  all  make 
excellent  sub-treasurers! 

Mr.  Bond  said,  when  the  proposition  for  retrench- 
ment was  und^consideration  here  in  1828,  the  triends 
of  Mr.  Adams,  by-way  of  proving  that  he  and  they  de- 
sired ever  just  economy  and  reform,  pointed  to  '-is 
message  recommeuding  it.  How  were  they  answered? 
Why,  sir,  Mr.  Ingham,  who  soon  afterwards  was  made 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  said  it  was  indeed  true  that 
'he  message  did  recommend  it,  but  he  wanted  to  see 
more  practice  and  less  profession  in  this  matter.  There 
were  no  specified  reforms  found  in  the,  message;  he 
could  only  find  there  one  of  those  formal  recommenda- 
tions, which  were  as  unmeaning,  he  said,  as  the  words 
“your  humble  servant”  at  the  foot  of  a letter.  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph, in  the  same  debate,  used  this  language,  on  the 
subject  of  retrenchment  and  reform: 

“The  president  did  recommend  them,  in  one  of  those 
lofty  generalities  with  which  all  sermons,  political  or  re- 
ligious, abound;  which  might  be  printed  in  blank,  like 
law  process,  and  filled  as  occasions  might  require.  But, 
sir,  (said  he,)  I am  for  looking  at  the  practices,  and  not 
at  the  precept's  of  the  parson,  political  or  religious.” 

Mr.  Bond  said  this  rule  of  Mr.  Randolph  was  per- 
fectly just;  it  was  thus  shown,  too,  to  be  avowed  by  this 
administration,  and  he  was  willing  to  judge  them  by 
their  own  rule,  and  thought  to  this  they  ought  not  to 


object.  He  would  leave  it  to  the  house  and  to  the  peo- 
ple to  say  whether  the  “practices”  ol  this  adminis. ration 
“had  conformed  to  their  precepts.” 

Was  the  recommendati  m in  general  Jackson’s  inau- 
gural address  one  of  those  “lofty  generalities”  just 
spoken  of,  and  defined  by  Mr.  Randolph?  The  ‘ unit 
cabinet”  must  have  lost  the  art  of  reading,  odierwise 
“reform”  was  not  quite  so  “legibly  inscribed”  as  the 
general  imagined.  That  patronage  of  the  federal  go- 
vernment which  was  said  to  be  brought  into  conflict 
with  the  freedom  of  state  elections  has  greatly  increas- 
ed, and  is  still  unrestrained,  in  the  same  conflict. 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Bell)  has  for 
years  labored  to  bring  this  house  to  the  consideration 
of  a bill  to  secure  the  freedom  of  elections,  and  thus 
carry  into  effect  the  recommendation  of  general  Jack- 
son’s inaugural  address.  Able  as  that  gentlemen  is, 
and  untiring  as  he  has  been  in  his  efforts,  the  measure 
proposed  by  him  has  received  the  frowns  instead  of  the 
favor  of  this  administration.  He  and  the  venerable 
senator  from  the  same  state  (Mr.  White)  were  the  early 
and  devoted  friends  of  general  Jackson,  and  they  still 
desire  to  carry  into  practical  effect  the  principles  which 
they,  with  general  Jackson,  professed  to  be  governed 
by.  They  Teel  and  know  the  imminent  danger  which 
threatens  the  country,  in  the  increased  strength  of  the 
patronage  of  office.  They  see,  and  u'e  all  see,  that  the 
office- Holders  are  “abroad  in  the  land.”  Fora  descrip- 
tion of  this  growing  phalanx  and  its  powerful  incentive 
to  action,  I will  draw  on  high  authority.  A member 
of  the  senate,  (Mr.  Grundy,)  a zealous  friend  of  general 
Jackson,  the  evidence  of  which  has  been  already  given 
in  his  own  words,  held  this  language,  when  aiming  to 
pull  down  the  adminisiration;  “When  I see  (said  he) 
an  office-holder  interfering  in  elections,  it  has  occurred 
to  me  that  he  was  thinking  of  his  salary,  and  is,  there- 
fore, an  unfit  adviser  of  the  people.” 

Mr.  Speaker,  that  which  occurred  to  Mr.  Grundy  no 
doubt  of  en  occurred  to  you  at  the  same  period.  The 
proposition  is  a very  natural  one,  and  I think  that  re- 
cent events  have  strengthened  rather  than  impaired  its 
truth.  But  I beg  the  further  indulgence  of  the  house 
while  I read  what  another  distinguished  friend  of  gene- 
ral Jackson  said,  when  debating  the  subject  of  retrench- 
ment and  reform  on  this  floor.  I allude  to  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan, now  a senator  from  Pennsylvania,  and,  with 
his  continued  and  growing  devotion  to  the  party,  what 
he  said  will  certainly  be  considered  “orthodox.”  I find, 
by  that  debate,  that  he  said  it  was  well  known 
“That  when  a man  is  once  appointed  to  office,  all 
the  selfish  passions  of  his  nature  are  enlisted  for  the 
purpose  of  retaining  it.  The  office-holders  (said  he) 
are  the  enlisted  soldiers  of  that  administration  by  which 
they  are  sustained.  Their  comfortable  existence  of  tn 
depends  upon  the  re-election  of  their  patron.  Nor  does 
disappointment  long  rankle  in  the  hearts  of  the  disap- 
pointed. Hope  is  still  left  to  them;  and  bearing  dis- 
appointment with  patience  they  know  will  present  a 
new  claim  to  office  at  a future  time.  v 

This  passage  of  Mr.  Buchanan’s  speech  proves  him 
to  have  been  an  observer  of  men  and  things,  and  fa- 
miliar with  the  leading  principles  of  human  action.  He 
dreaded  the  consequences  of  the  selfish  spirit  of  the 
office-holder,  and  induced  the  country  to  believe  that 
gen.  Jackson  and  his  friends  would  provide  a suitable 
restraint  upon  it.  But  I tear,  sir,  the  people  will  be  left 
to  conclude  that  this  gentleman  is  one  of  those  “politi- 
cal parsons’’  described  by  Mr.  Randolph,  whose  “prac- 
tices’’ do  not  correspond  with  his  “precepts.”  It  is  cer- 
tain under  the  favorite  administration  of  the  gentleman 
and  his  friends,  the  office-holders  have  received  new 
life,  instead  of  a check.  But  I must  yet  point  out 
another  discrepancy  between  Mr.  Buchanan’s  profes 
sion  and  practice.  In  the  same  debate,  |,e  reviewed, 
with  censure,  several  of  the  foreign  missions,  that  to 
Russia  included;  and  particularly  condemned  any  prac- 
tice allowing  a minister  to  “return  after  one  year’s  ab- 
sence.’’ His  language  is:  “If  such  a practice  should 
prevail,  our  ministers,  in  violation  of  the  spirit  of  the 
existing  law,  will  receive  by  adding  the  outfit  to  the 
salary,  $18,000,  instead  of  $9,000,  for  one  year’s  ser- 
vice.” “I  am,”  said  he,  “against  the  practice.”  This, 
Mr.  Speaker,  was  his  precept.  But,  sir,  in  a brief  space 
| of  time,  after  condemning  and  saying  “lam  against  the 
practice,”  we  see  him  take  the  bounty,  and  become  one 
of  the  “enlisted  soldiers’’  whom  he  had  described,  and 
go  on  a foreign  mission  to  Russia,  where,  after  staving 
“a  twelve-month  and  a day,”  he  pockets  the  “$18,000, 
instead  of  $9,000  for  a year’s  service,”  and  comes 
home! 

This  seems  to  be  an  appropriate  time  to  compare  the 
precept  and  practice  of  Mr.  Randolph,  too,  who  said 
he  “was  for  looking  at  the  practices,  and  not  the  pre- 
cepts, of  the  parson,  political  or  religious.”  In  that  same 
debate,  Mr.  Randolph  said  he  “could  not  permit  anv 
motive  connected  with  the  division  of  the  spoil,  to  min- 
gle with”  his  exertions.  He  would  not,  he  said,  give 
up  his  constituents  and  the  pleasure  of  his  home,  “for  a 
clerkship  in  the  war  office,  or  a foreign  mission;  or  even 
for  a department  of  state.”  He  said,  “there  had  been 
an  improvement  in  the  plan  of  sending  ministers 
abroad,  and  bringing  them  back,  when  they  have  fir  . 
ished  their  business;  for,”  said  he,  “they  are  n ovv 
sent  abroad  on  sleeveless  errands,  that  they  may  come 
back  re-infecta,  to  pocket  their  emoluments.”  Mr.  Spea- 
ker, the  Greeks  and  Romans  both  held  it  to  Le  highly 
useful,  but  exceedingly  difficult,  matter  to  Know  one’s 
self.  Modern  history  and  our  own  times,  add  new 
force  to  the  truth  of  that  position.  I do  not  at  all  ques- 
tion the  perfect  sincerity  of  Mr.  Randolph,  when  he  ut- 
tered the  sentiments;  but  great  as  he  may  have  been 
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a aa.uuui  as  ue  (iiOiVsS  ;il  .o  tie,  a. id,  no  uoum,  was, 
i.i  cue  moil ves  of  human  action,  after  events  privea 
how  ii.de  iie  knew  of  himself.  S.r,  we  soon  found  Mr. 
Ruuiiolpii  giving  up  his  constituents,  ami’ leaving  all  in 
boasieo  endearments  of  his  distric  , for  a foreign  mis- 
sion to  Russia,  wnere,  su  far  as  any  public  advantage 
resulted  tram  ,t,  he  emphatically  went  on  a ’‘sleeveless 
errana,”  and  “came  hack  reinfecta , to  pocket  his  emol- 
uments!” indeed,  this  mission  to  Russia  seems  to  have 
been  specially  dedicated  by  "the  parly”  to  short  terms 
of  six  and  twelve  mouths,  for  the  advantage  of  some 
of  me  “enlisted  soldiers”  described  by  Mr.  Buchanan. 
In  this  way,  the  cost  of  that  mission  has  been  inordi- 
nately locieased;  and  n is  hign  time  that  this  drain  on 
the  public  treasury  tor  priva.e  benefit  should  he  checked. 

Mr.  Baud  said  it  was  not  to  be  disguised  that  many  ot 
the  politicians  who  engaged  in  ihe  debate  and  strife  ol 
t ie  times  to  whicn  he  nad  alluded,  had  been  surprised, 
if  not  disappointed,  by  events  which  soon  followed.  A 
singular  exenange  ot  position  has  taken  place  between 
two  of  these  gentlemen.  When  the  retrenchment  re- 
solution was  discussed,  a friend  of  the  then  administra- 
tion, Mr.  Pearce,  of  Rhode  Island,  took  ground,  not  iri 
terms  bat  somewhat  similar  to  that  no.v  avowed  and 
prae.ised  by  the  dominant  party,  “that  the  spoils  belong 
to  die  vic.ors.”  Mr.  Wicklirfe,  a Jackson  reformer, 
denied  and  condem  .ed  such  a right.  He  was  ap- 
po.ined  a member  of  the  retrenchment  and  reform  com- 
mit ee,  and,  alter  gen.  Jackson  came  into  pow'er,  Mr. 
Wicklitie  zealously  endeavored  to  carry  out  the  promis- 
ed reform;  but  not  finding  the  co- operation  he  had  ex- 
pected, lie  abjured  “the  party.”  About  this  tune,  it 
happened  that  the  reformers  avowed  the  doctrine  “that 
t „e  spoils  belong  10  tne  victors,”  and  Mr.  Pearce  enlis- 
ted under  ineir  banner. 

Sir,  has  no.  the  country  been  disappointed?  Have 
no,  die  people  been  deceived  and  allured  by  specious 
and  vain  promises?  Has  not  the  federal  executive  pa- 
tronage in  irdinarely  increased,  and  is  it  not  soil  un- 
restrained? Is  not  the  power  over  it  abused  and  per- 
verted? 0 > not  the  expenses  of  our  general  govern- 
ment iar  transcend  in  amount  all  our  past  ins  ory? 
Wny  are  these  things  so,  and  why  nas  not  this  “plague 
been  siayed,”  Mr.  Speaker,  according  to  your  plighted 
faith?  1 w.ll  ted  you  why,  sir,  but  I prefer  doing  so  in 
the  language  and  illustration  of  one  of  your  own  friends, 
Mr.  Buchanan,  of  the  senate  to  whom  I have  before 
referred.  In  Ins  speech  here,  to  which  I have  alieady 
al.uded,  and  vvnen  he  was  assaulting  the  (then)  adinm- 
is.racion,  lie  thus  exclaimed:  “The  very  possession  ot 
power  has  a strong,  a natural  tendency  to  corrupt  the 
heart.  The  lust  of  dominion  grows  with  its  possession; 
and  the  man  who,  in  humble  life,  was  pure,  and  inno- 
cent and  just,  has  often  been  transformed,  by  the  long 
possession  of  power,  into  a monster.  In  the  sacred 
book,  which  contains  lessons  of  wisdom  for  the  politi- 
cian as  .veil  as  tor  the  Christian,  we  find  a happy  dlus- 
tration  of  the  corrupting  influence  of  power  upon  the 
human  heart.  Wnen  Hazael  came  to  consult  Elisha 
whether  his  master,  the  King  of  Syria,  would  recover 
from  u dangerous  illness,  the  prophet,  looking  through 
tne  vista  of  ft  unty,  saw  the  crimes  of  whicn  the  mes- 
senger, whostoid  beiore  him,  would  he  guilty,  and  he 
wept.  H izael  asked, ’why  vveepeth  my  lard?’’  Tne 
prophet  men  recounted  to  him  the  murders  and  the 
cruelties  of  which  tie  should  be  guihy  towards  the  chil- 
dren oi  Israel.  Hazael,  in  the  sp  rit  of  virtuous  indig- 
nation, replied:  “Is  thy  servant  a dog,  t ha : he  should  do 
this  thing?”  And  Elisha  answered,  ‘The  L ird  hath 
shown  me  thu  thou  shalt  be  king  over  Syria.’  This 
man  afterwards  became  king  by  tite  murder  of  his  mas- 
ter, and  was  guilty  ot  enormities,  the  bare  recitai  of 
which  would  make  us  shudder.’’ 

How  true,  and,  alas!  how  applicable  is  this  sacred 
illustration  to  m ise  who  invoked  its  use  in  elevating 
them  -elves  to  p > ver! 

Suppose,  M ■.  Speaker,  that  some  inspired  Elisha  had 
been  urese.i  wnen  you  un-i  Mr.  B iciiinun,  witu  o. It- 
ers, enuaoed  i.i  the  debate  whicn  has  been  referred  to, 
ami,  m ived  by  -he  sympathetic  tear  ot  tne  pr  ip.iet,  you 
had  asked,  “Wny  weepeih  my  lord?”  how  would  you 
have  been  astonished  in  being  ihen  told  what  tne  peo- 
pi-  of  tiiis  country  h ive  si  ice  realized 

Imagine,  sir,  the  inspired  one  looking  through  the 
vis. a of  a few  bri,  f years  and  saying,  You  will  ue  pla- 
ced in  pi.ver,  but  will  grea  ly  increase  the  amount  of 
all  public  expenditures.  You  will  use  the  offices  and 
patron  ige  of  the  co  miry  fir  private  and  not  for  public 
good.  You  will  create  olfiees  for  favorites.  You  will 
enlarge  all  executive  pa -ver.  You  will  deny  the  right 
to  call  fir  reasons  on  a removal  from  office,  a id  in  a 
lew  years  will  remove  m >re  than  1,500  persons  from  of- 
fice for  opini .tin’s  sake!  You  will  derange  and  corrup 
the  post  office  department,  which  you  now  a Unit  to  bi- 
son.id,  and  you  will  not  reform  any  of  your  desguated 
aliases  in  the  other  departments.  You  will  appoint 
m ire  members  of  congress  to  office  in  four  years  than 
has  been  done  in  all  the  past  history  of  the  government 
Your  bill  for  the  abolition  of  the  power  and  patronage 
over  the  press  will  sleep  the  sleep  of  death.  You  wiii 
re'ain  “the  press,  the  post  office,  the  armed  force,  and 
the  appointing  power  in  the  hands  of  the  president,  and 
will  no  uffer  them  to  change  position  and  take  post  on 
the  side  oi  the  people.”  You  no  .v  censure  a small  ap- 
propriation to  purchase  some  additional  furniture  for 
the  president’s  house,  but  you  will  furnish  that  house  in 
luxurious  s’yle  for  gen.  Jackson,  who  will  he  succeeded 
bv  Mr,  Van  Buren;  and  he,  not  content  with  the  se- 
cond-hand furniture  of  his  predecessor,  will  cast  it  off' 
and  make  his  en’ry  into  that  edifice,  with  one  app-  - 
^nutiuu  oi  5?7,3i)0  .oi'  ulieQjuoQEi  of  the  Uouao  ami  su- 


pe  intendence  of  the  grounds,  and  another  appropria- 
tion of  $20,000  f r new  furniture;  and  this,  too,  in  me 
very  year  when  your  public  treasury  will  be  bankrupt. 
Y m w ill  increase  the  expenses  of  foreign  missions  and 
suffer  your  ministers  to  return  home  on  such  brief  ser- 
vice as  will  show  their  appointments  to  have  been  made 
for  individual  gam  rather  than  public  good.  You  w ill 
increase  the  con  ingeut  expenses  of  this  house  from 
$ -tO  000,  the  present,  annual  amount,  to  $210,00!).  You 
will  add  to  the  like  expenses  of  the  senate  and  to  all 
other  public  expenditures  in  the.  same  ratio;  and  the 
sum  total  for  the  whole  civil  list  and  ordinary  appro- 
priations of  the  government,  which  is  now  $12,163  433 
will  he  increased  from  time  to  time  under  yjur  boasted 
reform,  until  it.  shall  exceed  thirty  milli-ms  per  year! 

You  now  question  the  right  of  a department  to  pur- 
chase a print  or  likeness  of  the  tm  n >r;al  Washington, 
but  will  decorate  every  room  in  all  the  departments  with 
portraits  of  Martin  Van  Boren.  You  will,  by  means 
of  the  “office  holders,”  the  “enlisted  soldiers,”  as  you 
have  just  called  them,  bring  the  patronage  of  the  gen- 
eral government  into  conflict  vvfen  the  freedom  of  elec- 
tions, and  you  will  resist  the  bill  that  shall  he  brou  flit 
in  to  secure  the  freedom  of  those  elections.  You,  Mr. 
Randolph,  will  go  upon  what  you  now  call  a “sleeveless 
errand,’’  and,  after  saluting  the  emperor  of  Russia,  will 
make  a pleasant  sojourn  in  “old  England,”  and  return 
to  your  estate  in  Virginia.  You,  Mr.  Buchanan,  will 
become  “an  office  holder  a id  enlisted  soldier,"  go  on 
the  very  mission  to  Russia  which  you  are  now  censur- 
ing, and  will  pocket  the  $18,000  for  “a  twelve-month 
and  a day’:,”  service.  You,  (to  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,)  Mr.  Cambreleng,  will  oppose  a vote  against 
the  very  measure  which  you  now  report  and  recom- 
mend, for  reducing  the  pay  of  members,  as  a means  of 
shortening  the  session  oi  congress.  You,  Mr.  S even- 
son,  will  be  made  speaker  of  this  house,  anti  appoint  its 
committees,  and  dispense  its  rules,  with  the  promise  of 
a foreign  mission  in  your  packer.  You,  Mr.  Benton, 
will  vo.e  to  lay  on  'he  table  the  bill  which  you  now  re- 
port to  take  the  patr  mage  of  the  press  from  the  govern- 
ment, and  your  report  on  executive  patronage,  with  its 
six  accompanying  bills  so  imposingly  introduced,  will 
prove  tohavebeen  but  as  “sounding  brassand  tinkling 
cymbals!”  You,  Mr.  Van  Buren,  who  now,  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  committee  on  executive  patronage,  report  a 
bill  requiring  reasons  to  be  assigned  for  removing  an  in- 
cumbent from  office,  will  be  made  secretary  of  state, 
and  in  due  time  president,  but,  from  the  moment  you 
obta  n power,  you  will  forget  your  bill,  and  not  only  vio- 
late but  refuse  to  be  governed  by  its  principles.  You, 
Mr.  D ckerson,  also  a member  of  that  committee,  will 
be  made  secretary  of  the  navy;  but  the  department  wifi 
be  so  mismanaged  under  your  direction,  that  it  will  he 
truly  said  of  you  on  the  floor  of  congress,  “there  is  none 
so  poor  as  to  d > him  reverence.”  You,  Mr.  Woodbury, 
will  take  first  'he  navy  and  then  the  treasury  depar- 
tment, and.  under  your  supervision,  an  attempt  to  hum- 
bug the  people  with  the  promise  of  an  exclusive  hard 
money  currency  w II  result  i n the  banishment  of  all  spe- 
cie, a bankrupt  treasury,  and  a circulation  of  shinplas- 
tersaud  treasury  not.  s. 

Imagine,  the  l,  M o Speaker  such  a response  to  have 
hee.n  made  at  the  period  of  time  which  I have  suggested 
j W.iat  would  have  been  your  reply,  and  what  would  Mr. 
j B tchanan,  who  made  the  scriptural  allusion,  have  said? 
Methinks  I aim  istseea  id  hear  him  exclaim,  Is  thy  ser- 
vant a dog  that  he  should  do  this  thing? 

We  are  told  that,  notwithstanding  the  indignation  of 
Hazael  he  reached  the  throne  of  Syria  by  murdering 
the  king  his  master,  and  soon  committed  all  the  enormi- 
ties foretold  bv  the  prophet! 

So,  I fear  that,  in  despite  of  the  protestations  of  Amos 
Ke.ida!!,  the  promised  “refirm”  was  “an  empty  sound.” 
“intended  to  apply  merely  to  a change  of  men.”  But  I 
leave  it  for  this  house  a id  for  the  people  of  this  country 
to  judge  whefl  r their  confidence  has  been  portrayed 
and  their  hopes  disappointed. 

TWENTY  FIT  I’M  CONGRESS. 

SECOND  SESSION SENATE. 

June  29.  Mr.  Norvell , from  the  committee  on 
commerce,  reported  a hill  making  appropriations 
'or  building  light  houses,  making  coast  surveys 
Htc.  R '.id,  and  ordered  to  a second  reading. 

Mr.  Wright  presented  an  analysis  of  the  expen- 
ditures of  the  government,  particularly  for  Ihe  years 
1333 — ’37,  and  generally  from  the  commencement 
of  the  government  to  the  present  time.  Laid  on 
the  table,  and  ordered  lo  be  printed,  with  2,000  ex- 
tra copies. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  committee  on  finance,  re- 
ported  a bill  to  make  compensation  to  certain  agents 
and  attorneys  under  the  treaties  of  indemnity  with 
foreign  nations.  Read  twice  by  consent,  and  or 
der"d  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

A number  of  petitions  were  now  presented  and 
referred,  or  otherwise  disposed  ol. 

The  hills  which  were  yesterday  ordered  to  a third 
reading  were  to-day  severally  read  a third  time  and 
passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bayard,  the  committee  for  the 
District  of  Coin  u hi  a were  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  ol  a petition  relating  to  Pennsyl- 
vania avenue. 

The  senate  took  up  the  joint  resolution  from  the 
other  house,  instituting  a joint  committee  of  in 

, duiry  as  to  the  expediency  of  so  taking  the  ue*i 


census  as  to  collect  inlormation  in  deta  1 in  regaid 
to  the  agriculture,  commerce,  and  rnanulactim  s of 
the  country. 

Alter  a tew  words  in  opposition  (o  the  resolution 
bv  Messrs.  Sevier  and  Benton,  on  motion  ol  Mr. 
Sevier,  the  resolution  was  inti  finitely  postponed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Preston,  the  bill  explanatory 
of  the  acts  providing  for  the  payment  ol  brevet 
officers  was  taken  up,  and  made  an  Older  tor  to- 
rn.-now. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
making  provision  lor  the  further  colli  ction  of  the 
public  revenue.  The  question  being  on  Mr.  Bu- 
chan n’s  subs  i'ufe  for  Ihe  bill, 

Mr.  Webster  addressed  the  senate  at  length,  chief, 
ly  in  an  examination  of  the  character  and  bearings 
of  tile  substitute  offered  hy  Mr.  Buchanan.  Mr. 
Buchanan  spoke  in  reply  to  Mr.  Webster,  and  ar- 
gued at  large  in  favor  of  hi.-,  substitute.  Mr.  Tall- 
madge  spoke  against  the  substitute,  and  in  favor  of 
the  bill,  presenting  it  especially  in  the  aspret  ol  a 
reinstatement  of  the  state  hank  deposife  system. 
Mr  Strange,  after  a few  preliminary  remarks,  offer- 
ed the  following  amendments  to  the  substitute  of 
Mr.  Buchanan: 

1.  That  the  collectors  and  receivers  of  the  public 
money  should  be  allowed  to  make  special  deposites 
of  hank  notes  in  the  banks  during  the  sixty  days,  at 
the  end  of  which  they  were  to  be  converted  into 
specie.  Rejected  as  follows: 

YFAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Brown,  Clay,  of  K.v., 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis.  McKean,  Merrick, 
Nicholas,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Robbins,  Bug- 
gies, Southard,  Spence,  Strange,  Sw  ilt,  Tullmadge, 
Webster.  White — 21. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  of  Ala  , Cuthbert,  Fuiton.  Grundy, 
H ibbard.  King,  Knight,  Lumpkin,  Lvoti,  Mouton, 
Niles,  Norv-ll,  Pierce,  Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier, 
Smith,  of  Conn.,  Trotter,  Wall,  Williams,  Wright, 
Young— 26. 

2.  That  the  clause  of'the  substitute  allowing  the 
public  creditor  the  choice  of  specie  or  bank  notes 
be  stricken  out.  Rejected  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen.  Bayard,  Benton,  Brown, 
Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Ala.,  Hubbatd,  Lumpkin.  Lyon, 
McKean,  Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Prentiss,  Roane, 
Smith,  of  Conn.,  Strange,  Trotter,  Wall,  Webster, 
Wright,  Young— 22. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Buchanan,  Clay,  of  Ky.,  Clay- 
ton, Cuthbert,  Davis,  Fulton,  Grundy,  King,  Knight, 
Merrick.  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Preston,  Rives,  Rob- 
bins, Robinson.  Ruegles,  S vi  r.  Southard,  Spence, 
Swift,  Tallmddge,  White,  Williams — 24. 

3.  Tuat  payments  of  the  public  creditors  should  be 
made  by  the  officers  of  the  government,  and  not  by 
the  hanks.  Rejected  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  All  n,  Buchanan,  Calhoun, 
Clay,  of  Alabama.  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Hubbard, 
King,  Lumpkin,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Pierce, 
Roane,  Smith,  of  Conn.,  Strange,  Trotter,  Wall, 
W right — 19. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Brown.  Clay, 
of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Grundy, 
Knight,  Lyon,  McKean,  Merrick,  Norvell,  Prentiss, 
Preston,  Rives.  Robbins,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Si  vier. 
Southard,  Spence,  Sw  ift.  Talffnadge,  Tipton,  Web- 
ster. White,  Williams,  Young — 29. 

Mr.  Strange  also  offered  two  other  amendments, 
which  lie  subsequently  withdrew.  Mr.  IVt.es  spoke 
discursively  on  the  subject,  in  favor  of  the  substi- 
tute, and  of  perseverance  in  the  sub-treasury,  and 
offered  an  amendment,  which  he  alterwards  with- 
drew on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Buchanan,  affording 
facilities  forgetting  the  money  out  of  the  banks. 

The  question  now  recurring  on  Mr.  Buchanan’s 
amendment,  Mr.  Rices  spoke  at  length  in  opposition 
to  the  substitute.  Mr.  Buchanan  spoke  chiefly  in 
repiv  to  Mr.  Ri  vt*s. 

The  question  being  put  on  Mr.  Buchanan’s  sub- 
stitute, it  was  agreed  to  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen.  Benton.  Brown,  Bucha- 
nan, Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton.  Hubbard, 
King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Lv  on,  Mouton,  Nicholas, 
Niles,  Pierce,  Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith,  of 
Connecticut,  Strange,  Trotter,  Wall,  Williams, 
Wright.  Young — “6 

NAY'S — Messrs.  Bavard,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Ky., 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Grundy,  Knight.  Mc- 
Kean, Merrick,  Norvell.  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rivts, 
Robbins,  Ruggles,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard, 
Spence,  Swift,  Tailmadge,  Tipton,  Webster,  White 
—24. 

So  the  substitute  became  the  bill,  and  was,  in  its 
turn,  rejected  by  the  following  vote,  on  the  ques- 
tion of  its  engrossment: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Brown,  Buchanan,  Clay,  of 
Mabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton.  Hubbard,  King,  Lyon, 
Mouton.  Nicholas,  Niles,  Pierce,  Roane,  Robinson, 
S°vier,  Strange,  Trotter,  Wall,  Williams,  Wright, 
Young— 21. 
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N V YS  — Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Bin  on,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Crittenden. 
Davis,  Giiindy,  Knight,  Linn,  Lumpkin.  McKean. 
Merrick,  Norvell,  Pr  ntiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Robbins, 
Ruggles,  Smith,  of  Conn.,  Smith,  ol  Indiana. 
Southard,  Spence,  Swilt,  Tall. nudge,  Tipton,  Web- 
ster, White — 29. 

Mr.  i Vrighl  then  gave  notice  that  lie  should  ask 
leave  to-morrow  to  bring  in  a bill  to  moriily  the 
I ist  clause  ot  the  filth  section  ot'  the  deposite  act  ol 
1336;  and  then  the  seriate  adjourned. 

June  S 0.  Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  presented  the 
petition  of  Origin  Bac  lelder,  understood  to  be  in 
b •half  of  a Pe  ice  Society  in  New  York,  praying 
co  igiess  to  interpose  their  good  offices  in  the  set 
tle.nent  of  the  present  difficulties  between  M xico 
and  France,  and  recommending  a proposal  of  medi- 
ation by  the  United  States.  Referred,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Also,  a petition  from  an  individual,  to  supply  a 
deficiency  in  his  land.  Referred. 

Mr.  Clayton  presented  the  remonstrance  of  the 
Washington  Navv  Yard  Bridge  Company  against 
th  • passage  of  a bill  passed  by  the  other  tiouse  for 
a free  bridge  over  the  East’  rn  Branch.  Referred. 

Mr.  Pierce  and  Mr.  Williams  reported  various 
bills  from  committees  relerred  to  them. 

Mr.  Strange , on  leave,  introduced  a bill  granting 
to  the  widow  of  John  A.  Cameron  (lost  in  the  Pu- 
laski) the  amount  of  half  a year’s  salary  of  her  late 
husband  as  United  States  judge  tor  Florida.  Read 
twice,  by  consent,  advocated  by  Mr.  Strange,  op- 
posed by  Mr.  Clay , of  Alabama,  and  rejected  on 
the  question  of  its  third  reading:  Yeas,  Mr.  Strange 
and  Mr.  Preston;  nays  32. 

Mr.  Clay,  ot  Alabama,  on  leave,  introduced  a 
bill  to  remove  the  pension  agency,  in  Alabama, 
from  Decatur  to  Huntsville.  Read  twice,  by  con- 
sent, and  ordered  to  a Ihird  read  ug. 

Mr.  Wright  asked  leave,  in  pursuance  of  previ- 
ous notice,  to  introduce  a bill  to  modify  the  lust 
clause  of  the  filth  section  of  the  deposite  act  ol 
1835,  which  prohibits  the  reception  by  the  govern- 
ment of  t lie  notes  of  such  banks  as  after  the  pas- 
sage of  that  act,  after  July  4,  1S3G,  issued  notes  of 
l.-ss  denomination  than  five  dollars. 

Mr.  Webster  said:  A main  object  of  the  bill 
which  L introduced  into  the  senate,  and  which  was 
b lore  us  yesterday,  was  to  do  the  very  same  thing 
which  the  honorable  gentleman  proposes  by  that 
which  he  now  btings  forward.  1 introduced  my 
measure  as  being  necessary,  in  my  opinion,  in  or- 
der to  carry  into  full  effect  the  joint  resolution  by 
which  we  had  abolished  the  specie  circular.  I de- 
sired, and  siill  desire,  to  take  off  the  disqualifica- 
tions which  no.v  exist  on  many  of  the  state  banks, 
so  t hat  ihe  people  of  the  different  states  may  all 
enjo,  the  same  privileges  and  the  same  facilities. 
This  was  my  object.  If  my  bill  proposed  more 
than  a majority  of  the  senate  were  disposed  to 
grant,  it  would  have  been  very  easy  to  amend  it, 
and  to  make  it  conform  to  the  judgment  of  that  ina 
jority.  It  pleased  the  senate,  however,  by  a majo- 
rity of  two  votes,  to  overlay  my  bill,  by  adopting, 
as  a substit  ,te  for  it,  a bill  having  entirely'  differ- ( 
entobj-cts  in  view;  that  is,  the  bill  for  a system  of 
‘■spjci  il  deposiles,’’  [imposed  bv  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania.  My  bill  being  thus  put  aside 
bv  tbit  gentleman's  [imposed  measure,  that  mea- 
sure its.  If  was  immediately  after  rejected  bv  a ma- 
jorily  of  eight  votes.  So  here  was  the  end  of  the 
sp  -rial  deposite  system. 

Sir,  f do  not  complain  of  th  is  mode  of  getting 
tid  of  my  bill.  It  is  true  that,  gentl  -men  might, 
have  passed  it  is  it  waj,  if  -hey  had  liked  it.  or 
they  inignt  have  so  amended  it.  till  it  had  suited 
their  opinions,  and  then  passed  i’;  but  if  they  chose 
to  put  it  asida  without  acing  directly  upon  it.  and 
to  use  the  bill  of  the  honorable  member  from  Penn- 
sylvania as  an  iustru  pent  for  effecting  that  purpose, 
thev  ha  I the  power  so  to  do,  and  nothing  remains 
lor  me  b if  acquiescence. 

T ie  Responsibility  is  theirs.  In  tr  th,  sir,  it  is 
probiblj  enough  that  the  pride  of  authorship  was  a 
little  touched.  It  may  be;  natural,  perhaps,  that 
so  no  jeal  apsy  should  have  been  fell  towards  my 
hill  Iron  the  quarter  in  which  it  originated;  and 
althongi  1 think  lliis  rather  a small  sort  of  jealousy, 
y"f,  if  its  indulgence  has  given  gentlemen  anygra 
tification.  I do  not  grudge  it  to  them.  They  arp  in 
a v n titio  i not  to  lose  any  relish  or  taste  of  power 
which  th  jy  can  conveniently  possess.  They  can 
not  a ford  to  bo  over  generous.  But  for  mv  part, 
sir,  I have  no  j -alousy  of  that  kind  to  gntifv.  D' 
the  gentleman’s  bill,  which  he  now  pronoses  to  in 
tioduc*.  shall  be  such  as  shall  give  substantial  and 
just  r di-'f.  a 1 1 fulfil  the  exo 'Ctations  of  the  coun- 
try. I shill  suooort  it  as  cheerfully,  certiinlv,  as  1 
sho  ild  have  snonnrtul  mv  own  bill.  If  1 find  it 
d *fiei=ml.  I shall  m Davor  to  n n ’nl  it:  and  if.  in 


tony,  I shall,  at  least,  nave  shown  what  measure  I 
ihmk  ought  to  be  adopted;  and  the  difference  be- 
tween me  and  others.  In  this  respect,  w ill  constitute 
one  item  in  that  account,  which  we  have  all  to  set 
tie  with  onr  constituents.  Notwithstanding  this 
rejection  of  a measure,  which  I thought  essential 
to  the  public  convenience,  yet,  Mr.  President,  in 
looking  buck  upon  the  past.  I am  not  dissalisfi  -d 
with  what  we  have  been  aide  to  accomplish.  Our 
duly  has  been  to  arrest  the  current  of  new  and  dan- 
g rous  projects  affecting  the  commerce,  business, 
ami  currency  of  the  country;  and  that  duty  we  have 
performed. 

When  congress  assembled  last  September,  we 
were  in  a decided  minority  in  both  branches  of  the 
legislature.  It  was  a new  congress,  and  a new  ad 
ministration;  and  it  was  an  administration  which 
had  come  into  power  under  the  propitious  auspices 
of  all  the  favor  which  could  be  bestowed  upon  it, 
in  advance,  by  that  which  had  preceded  it. 

Under  these  circumstances,  we  received  the 
communication  of  the  ever-iriemorable  message  of 
of  September — a message  which  proposed  Ihe  most 
important  changes  iri  our  whole  financial  and  com- 
mercial administration,  and  important  changes,  too. 
as  I think,  iri  our  constitutional  duties  and  rela- 
tions. We  opposed  these  doctrines,  sir,  and  all  (lie 
measures  founded  on  them;  and  some  degree  of 
success  has  attended  our  efforts.  The  sub  treasu- 
ry  scheme,  in  all  forms,  has  been  defeated.  It  has 
been  defeated  without  the  specie  clauses  in  it;  it 
has  been  defeated  with  the  specie  clauses  in  it;  and, 
finally,  we  have  defeated  it,  when  it  came  forth, 
for  the  last  time,  wrapped  up  in  the  new  disguise 
of  a sp  *cial  deposite  system.  Gentlemen  on  the 
o her  side,  while  they  have  acknowledged  them- 
selves defeated,  have  said,  nevertheless,  that  they 
have  Taught  manfully,  fearlessly,  and  p»rseveringlv . 
That,  sir,  is  true.  They  have  showed  z-’al  and 
ability  worthy  the  best  cause.  But  honor  to  whom 
honor  is  due.  U js  no!  to  efforts  made  here  against 
the  [imposed  measures  of  the  administra’ion,  so 
much  as  it  is  to  the  decided  manifestation  and  vigor- 
ous action  of  public  sentiment  in  the  country  that 
the  failure  of  these  measures  has  been  owing.  It  is 
mainly  the  peonl  -’s  own  work.  The  argument  has 
been  at  the  polls.  The  convincing  reasons  have 
been  found  iti  the  bal'ot  boxjs  The  gentleman 
tells  us,  however,  that  the  contest  is  v t to  go  on; 
that  the  great  battle  is  not  vet  fought.  Sir.  Ian 
aware  ol  this.  I know  full  well  that  gentlemen  feel 
that  they  have  staked  themselves  finally  unon  these 
measures;  that  there  is  no  retreal;  and  that  all 
which  men  can  do  will  be  done  to  bring  the  people 
to  approve  this  sub-treasury  system.  I wish  the 
country  to  understand  this  fully.  1 wish  it  to  b» 
convinced  of  vvliat  I said  noon  the  firsl  hearing  of 
the  piesiderit’s  message  in  September,  and  have 
said  often  since,  that  an  entirely  upw  system  of 
politics,  so  far  as  concerns  commerce  and  currency, 
was  proposed  lo  us  by  that  message,  and  that  its 
adoption  or  rejection  was  a matter  which  the  people 
themselves  would  be  called  on  to  consider  and  de 
cide.  I never  supposed  any  thingoHess  authority, 
than  the  popular  voice  itself  coni  I settle  this  ques- 
tion between  ns. 

But  we  have  done  something  more.  sir.  in  the  course 
of  the  session,  than  to  defeat  the  sub-treasury 
scheme  in  all  its  various  shapes  Wn  have  abol- 
ished the  treasury  circular  of  July.  1836:  and  al- 
though we  have  not  as  yet  lver,  able  to  derive  all 
the  b-nefi*  intended  from  that  measur*,  vet  the  cir- 
cular i's  If — an  act  of  executive  power,  and.  in 
my  opinion,  a very  improper,  injurious,  an-'  da  g -r- 
ous  act  ••  f exeent  v power — ' as  been  rescinded,  and 
a pro'  ibition  enacted  against  all  such  acts  in  future. 

And  finally,  sir,  wp  have  don°  one  other  good 
tiling,  one  other  excellent  thing,  a thing  for  which 
Ihe  whole  country  will  df,voutlv  thank  congress. 
We  have  adopted  one  measure  which  all  the  people, 
from  Maine  to  G nfgia.  and  from  Georgia  to 
New  Orh-ans,  and  from  New  Orleans  to  the  up- 
permost r ations  or  the  Missouri  and  the  Mis- 
sissippi. will  regard  as  a measure  full  of  mercy 
and  good  Irnils;  Hint  is  to  sav.  w“  have  agreed  to 
adjourn.  W“  have  agreed  to  frv  no  more  experi- 
ments at  this  time,  to  bring  forward  no  new  pro- 
jects. to  exhibit  no  mere  financial  contrivances  or 
inventions,  but  to  go  home  and  refpr  to  thp  people 
the  final  decision  upon  what  has  been  proposed, 
and  what  has  been  resisted.  This  is  exactly  what 
we  should  do. 

Sir.  the  people  have  herome  afraid  of  congress, 
thnv  have  been  under  constant  alarm  from  the  dis- 
position manifested  here  for  violent  change  arid 
rash  innovations.  It  is  as  true.  sir.  as  that  you  sit 
in  that  chair,  that  thousands  of  hone=t  men  have  j 
not  h°en  able  to  sleep  at  nights,  from  the  fear  that  j 
th“v  should  bear  in  th'*  morning,  that  something  I 
cnTV’rrecs  or  - 1 nethii  "■  proposed 
Uidi  wiucii  is  already  bad 


enough  still  worse.  Our  constituents,  sir,  depend 
upon  it,  will  be  heartily  glad  to  see  us.  When  we 
disperse  and  turn  our  faces  towards  our  respective 
homes,  the  people  will  clap  their  hands  and  shout 
aloud  for  joy. 

In  the  mean  time,  sir,  if  the  gentleman’s  bill  shall 
be  such  as  I think  il  ought  to  be,  I shall  cordially 
support  it;  and,  indeed,  if  it  be  parti  .land  narrow 
and  crippled,  as  a measure  of  relief,  1 shall  yet 
vot  • for  ii.  if  I can  get  nothing  better. 

Mr.  Wright  spoke  in  reply  to  Mr.  Webster,  and 
in  support  of  the  bill  he  proposed  to  introduce,  Ike. 

Mr,  Webster  said:  The  honorable  member,  sir, 
admits  that  I ain  right,  in  saiing  that  the  people 
have  become  afraid  of  congress.  But  he  sa)  s this 
fear  commenced  when  the  influence  of  a great 
money  power  began  to  be  felt  here.  Here,  sir,  is 
the  old  cry.  All  Ihe  evils  of  the  country  are  as- 
cribed to  a money  power  influencing  congress. 
Pray,  sir,  let  us  look  into  this  a little.  Who  are 
they  that  this  pernicious  money  power  has  so  much 
influenced?  Are  they  the  gentleman  himself  and 
his  own  friends?  He  will  not  admit  that.  They, 
a-  he  will  contend,  are  the  opponents  ol  this  per- 
n cious  money  power.  And  yet,  sir,  he  and  his 
friends  are,  and  for  a long  time  have  been,  in  Ihe 
majority,  in  both  houses  of  congress.  And  as  the 
public  fear  has  been,  and  only  could  be,  from  uhat 
the  majority  might  do,  how  does  he  make  il  out 
that  this  fear  was  but  an  apprehension  ol  the  disas- 
trous influence  of  a money  power.’  No,  sir.  The 
honorable  member  is  right  as  to  the  time  in  which 
this  fear  arose,  but  he  is  wrong  as  to  its  cause. 
This  fear  and  apprehension  of  vvliat  the  government 
would  do,  in  regard  to  the  great  interests  of  cur- 
rency and  commerce,  began  with  the  removal  of 
the  public  deposites  from  their  lawful  custody. 
They  had  their  cause  and  origin  in  that  act;  and 
nearly  every  thing  that  has  since  occurred  has  but 
served  to  k ep  them  alive.  And  fear  and  alarm 
broke  out  afresh,  and  reached  a new  height,  when 
the  people  saw  the  message  of  September,  and  the 
measures  which  were  proposed,  in  pursuance  of  its 
recommend  itions.  Schemes,  ruthless  experiments, 
and  abandonment  of  all  the  well  tried  policy  of  the 
government — these  are  the  reasons  which  have 
created,  and  most  justly  created,  deep  alarm  among 
the  people;  and,  as  they  know  not  when  or  win  re 
these  projects  are  to  stop,  it  will  be  a relief  to  them 
to  hear  that  we  have  adjourned.  As  to  this  cry, 
now  renewed,  of  a money  power  influencing  con- 
gress, I trust  the  day  has  gone  by  lor  spreading  de- 
lusion by  that  means.  The  people,  I think,  under- 
stand its  object. 

Sir,  as  to  the  matter  of  authorship,  all  I need 
say  is,  that  on  the  whole  subject  of  rescinding  the 
treasury  o>der,  the  majority  of  the  committee  dif- 
fered from  the  majority  of  the  senate.  When  ti  e sub- 
ject was  before  us  as  an  amendment  to  ti  e sub-tiva- 
sury  bill,  a majority  of  the  committee  voted  against 
the  rescinding  order.  Yet  the  section  passed.  Again, 
when  the  subject  came  up  as  a distinct  measure, 
tile  same  majority  voted  against  it.  Yet  it  passed, 
and  passed  both  houses.  I brought  forward  the 
bill,  therefore,  as  necessary,  in  my  opinion,  to 
complete  an  object  w hich  both  houses  were  in  fa- 
vor of,  but  which  a majority  of  the  committee  were 
not  in  favor  of.  Il  I had  waited  for  them,  I should 
have  wailed  in  vain.  But,  sir,  all  this  is  ol  little 
importance.  It  is  of  no  moment  where  the  mea- 
sure originates.  The  question  is.  what  is  the  mea- 
sure? 1 hope  tile  ho  ora'ble  member  will  have 
leave  to  bring  in  his  bill.  I hope  no  member  of 
the  senate  will  interpose  his  objection  to  its  being 
r a.I  a second  time  to-day.  I hope  we  shall  inline- 
! diatelv  act  upon  it,  and  <io  at  once  what  we  are  lo 
do  oil  this  subject.  Since  we  ail  agree  that  the 
decision  of  all  the  great  questions  w hirh  have  divi- 
ded us  must  now  be  left  to  Ihe  people,  I hope  vve 
shall  pass  a proper  measure  to  complete  the  object 
of  the  joint  resolution;  and  before  we  haveocca- 
1 sion  to  act  again  upon  any  part  of  the  subj  ct,  the 
! country  will  have  had  an  oppnrl unity  of  manifest- 
ing its  opinions,  and  signifying  its  own  wi«hes. 

Leave  was  then  grant  d.the  bill  was  introduced, 
read  twice  by  consent,  and  brought  under  conside- 
ration, as  in  committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  Webster , after  some  further  remarks,  offered 
an  amendment,  adding  a second  section,  repealing, 
j for  the  same  period,  so  much  more  of  the  deposite 
act  of  1836,  as  prohibits  those  banks  from  being 
selected  ns  depositories  of  the  public  money, 
which,  alter  Julv  4.  1836,  issued  notes  of  less  de- 
nomination than  five  dollars. 

Mr.  Strange  spoke  in  opposition  to  the  hill  and 
amendment,  and  urg'd  that  Ihe  friends  ol  the  ad- 
ministration  should  not  retreat  one  step  further  be- 
fore the  favorite  measures  of  thp  oppos:,ion. 

After  some  further  remarks  from  M • . Wright 
and  Mr.  Webster.  Mr.  'TnllmaJge  and  Mr.  Rives 
i spoke  al  ui  lavo t ol  ike  arnuuduscuL 
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Uiaaii  oilorU  lo  amoud,  l aaouid  fail,  as  a p.'uuaUy  i which  sdouiu  make 
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mr.  limes  v. rro.n  au  objection  oi'  Mr.  Wriglit  lo 
the  deposite  act  of  1836)  suggested  an  intention 
to  move  an  amendment  to  Mr.  Webster’s  amend- 
ment, to  repeal  so  much  ot  that  deposite  act  as  re- 
quires two  per  cent,  interest  from  the  banks  on  the 
public  money  respectively  in  their  possession. 

Mr.  Wright,  then  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  striking  out  Mr.  Webster’s  proposition, 
ami  inserting  a repeal  of  the  twelve  first  sections 
of  the  deposite  act,  including  all  the  act  except 
what  merely  relates  to  the  state  deposites. 

Mr.  Cluj,  of  Kentucky,  spoke  with  great  earn- 
estness in  opposition  to  this  motion,  as  in  eflect  a 
repeal  of  all  law  on  the  subject,  and  an  abandon- 
ing it  of  the  public  revenue  to  the  discretion  of  the 
executive. 

Mr.  Niles  spoke  at  length  in  favor  of  a repeal  ol 
the  deposite  act,  and  held  an  amusing  conversation 
with  Mr.  Clay  on  politico  personal  topics.  Mr. 
Benton  said  a few  words  in  favor  of  the  proposed 
repeal. 

Messrs.  Sevier,  Crittenden,  Tallmidge,  and  Rives, 
spoke  at  much  length  and  with  great  earnestness 
against  the  repeal. 

Messrs.  Wright,  Rives,  and  Tallmadge,  held  a 
conversation  of  some  length,  principally  on  politi- 
cal topics. 

After  some  further  remarks  by  Messrs.  Clay,  ot 
Kentucky,  Young,  Webster  and  Strange,  the  ques- 
tion was  put  on  Mr.  Wright’s  amendment,  and  it 
was  carried  in  the  affirmative  by  the  following 
vote  : 

YE AS— -Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Bucha- 
nan, Clay  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Hubbard, 
King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Mouton,  Nicholas, 
Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Roane,  Robinson,  Smith,  of 
Connecticut,  Strange,  Trotter,  Wall,  Williams, 
Wright,  Young — 26. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay,  of  Kentucky, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Knight,  McKean, 
Merrick,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Robbins,  Rug- 
gles,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Spence, 
Swift,  Tallmadge,  Webster,  White— 21. 

So  the,  bill  was  modified  so  as  to  repeal  the 
whole  of  the  deposite  act  of  1836,  except  as  above 
stated. 

In  this  form  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a third  reading  without  a division,  and 

The  senate  adjourned. 

July  2.  The  Vice  President  having  on  Saturday, 
given  notice  to  the  senate  that  he  should  not  again 
take  the  chair  during  the  present  session,  (a  re- 
port of  which  was  then  accidentally  o uitted,) 
the  senate,  at  the  usual  hour,  was  called  to  order  by 
the  secretary,  and  notified  of  the  necessity  of 
choosing  a president  pro  tem.  in  place  of  the  vice 
president. 

The  senate  accordingly  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a 
president  pro  tern.,  when  it  appeared  that  37  votes 
had  been  cast;  of  which  Mr.  King  received  30,  Mr. 
White  3,  and  4 were  scattering. 

Mr.  King  was  then  declared  duly  elected  presi- 
dent pro  tem.  of  the  senate;  was  led  to  the  chair  by 
Mr.  Knight,  and  briefly  expressed  to  the  senate  his 
thanks  for  this  additional  mark  of  their  respect  and 
confidence,  and  declared  his  intention  to  perform 
the  duties  of  the  appointment  to  the  best  of  his  abil- 
ity and  especially  in  endeavoring  to  prevent  un- 
pleasant personal  collisions. 

Mr.  Calhoun  presented  a petition  from  citizens 
of  Charleston,  praying  security,  by  law,  against  the 
explosion  of  steam-boilers.  Referred. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hibbard,  and  Mr.  Smith  of 
Connecticut,  committees  were  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  certain  private  petitions. 

Mr.  Clay,  Mr.  Williams  ami  Mr.  Pierce,  reported 
various  private  bills  from  committees  referred  to 
them. 

Mr.  Webster,  by  unanimous  consent,  introduced 
a bill  m iking  further  provision  for  the  discharge  of 
debenture  bonds  in  certain  cases. 

Mr.  W.  briefly  explained  the  object  of  the  bill  to 
b?,  to  allow  steam  vessels,  from  Europe,  bringing 
a supply  of  coal  for  their  return  voyage  to  withdraw 
that  coal  free  of  duty.  Mr.  W.  urged,  in  favor  of 
the  bill,  that  a sufficient  trial  had  not  yet  been  made 
of  American  coal,  for  the  purpose  in  question,  and 
that,  at  all  events  the  general  purpose  of  imposing 
Juties  was  to  lay  a tax  on  foreign  articles  consum- 
ed in  this  country. 

Mr.  Niles  and  Mr.  Buchanan  objected  to  the  bill 
as  interfering  with  the  sale  of  American  coil, 
and  as  coming  up  ton  late  in  the  session  on  a 
question  whiclTwas  sunnosed  to  be  already  settled. 
M On  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  (on  the  suggestion 
of  Mr,  Wright,  who  expressed  some  doubt  on  the 
subject.)  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table  till  to-mor- 
row. 

Several  bills  from  the  house  were  read  twice  and 
referred. 


The  bill  to  modify  the  last  clause  of  the  fifth  , 
section  of  the  deposite  act  of  1336,  (so  as  to  sus-  , 
pend,  or  rather  to  destroy,  wholly  the  force  of  the 
prohibition  on  the  reception  of  the  notes  of  banks 
issuing  notes  of  less  than  five  dollars  till  the  first  of 
October  next,  when  it  is  to  revive  and  continue  t 
in  operation,  &c.)  and  to  repeal,  finally,  the  re- 
maining provisions  of  the  first  twelve  sections  of 
that  act,  including  all  that  relates  to  bunks  and 
bank  notes,  was  read  a third  time;  and  tile  ques- 
tion being  announced  by  the  chair;  shall  this  bill 
pass? 

Mr.  Webster  said  there  is  no  time  to  discuss  this 
measure  further — at  least  I do  not  feel  called  upon 
to  pursue  the  discussion  further — but  I will  ask  the 
indulgence  of  the  senate  for  a few  moments  while 
I explain  what  the  state  of  things  will  be,  accord- 
ing to  my  understanding,  if  this  bill  shall  become  a 
law. 

First,  then,  after  the  first  day  of  October  next, 
no  bank  bill,  great  or  small,  can  be  received  at  the 
post  office,  or  the  land  office,  or  ttie  custom-house, 
if  the  bank  which  issued  it  issues  bills  less  than 
five  dollars. 

This  will  necessarily  exclude  the  paper  of  nearly 
all  the  banks  in  the  northern  and  easrern  states,  and 
several  others.  All  this  has  been  already  repeated- 
ly shown. 

In  the  second  place,  no  bill  of  any  bank  can  be 
received  at  the  post  office,  the  laud  office,  or  the 
custom-house,  which  bill  is  of  a less  denomination 
than  twenty  dollars.  This  is  prescribed  by  the  last 
treasury  circular.  Now,  sir,  what  is  the  plain  con- 
sequence of  this?  How  are  postages,  or  small 
postage  accounts,  to  be  paid  in  twenty  dollar  bills? 
How  are  postmasters  to  pay  back  the  change?-  If 
the  deputy  post  officers  in  the  country  obey  this 
circular,  it  will  be  the  occasion  of  perpetual  embar- 
rassment to  themselves  and  to  the  public. 

I have  supposed,  also,  that  this  would  be  found 
very  inconvenient  in  the  operations  at  the  land  offices. 
If  I have  been  rightly  informed,  it  is  not,  in  some 
of  the  new  states,  always  easy  to  obtain  bills  of  a 
denomination  of  twenty  dollars,  or  upwards.  And 
I have  supposed,  especially,  that  the  poor  people 
who  purchase  forty-acre  tracts  would  be  put  to  con- 
siderable inconvenience.  In  the  bill,  which  I intro- 
duced into  the  senate,  a section  was  contained  reme- 
dying this  inconvenience,  and  allowing  smaller  bills, 
if  they  were  the  bills  of  specie-paying  banks,  to  be 
received.  This  provision,  however,  was  rejected, 
together  with  all  others  which  the  bill  contained. 
Having  spoken,  sir,  the  other  day  of  my  bill’s  hav- 
ing been  overlaid  by  that  of  the  honorable  member 
from  Pennsylvania,  or  of  his  being  used  as  an  in- 
strument to  displace  mine,  I wish  to  say  that  I meant 
no  complaint  at  all  against  the  manner  in  which  that 
gentleman  brought  forward  his  measure.  His  course 
was  entirely  fair,  as  he  intended  to  supnort,  and  did 
s ii  pport,  the  system  which  he  proposed,  throughout. 
His  object,  certainly,  was  lo  pass  his  own  bill,  not 
to  displace  mine;  yet,  tnv  bill  being  displaced,  there 
was  a majority  against  his. 

In  the  third  place,  sir,  if  is  evident  that  the  rppeal 
of  the  deposit?  act  leaves  the  public  moneys  in  the 
entire  control  of  the  treasury  department  and  the 
president,  in  the  same  manner  as  ibis  control  exist- 
ed in  their  hinds  after  flm  removal  of  the  deposites; 
and  before  congress  provided  any  regulation  on  the 
subject.  By  the  act  of  1739,  so  much  relied  on.  the 
treasurer  is  to  receive  and  keep  the  moneys  of  the 
United  States,  but  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  is 
to  superintend  the  collection  of  revenue;  and  it  was 
the  well-known  doctrine  and  practice  of  the  last 
administration  that  all  these  officers,  in  the  discharge 
of  their  duties,  are  tinder  the  immediate  direction 
of  the  president,  and  are  but  his  agents  and  instru- 
ments. So  that  the  public  moneys  are  now  to  be 
received,  kept,  and  disbursed,  as  the  president  may 
see  fit  to  order. 

In  the  last  place,  sir,  if  is  quite  obvious  that  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  umW  direction  of  the 
president,  may,  if  this  bill  shall  pass,  use  any  state 
banks  he  chooses,  whether  they  be  specie -paying 
banks  or  not;  whether  they  issue  small  notes  or  not, 
or  whatever  inav  be  their  character  or  condition. 
He  will  not  be  obliged  to  use  banks;  but  he  may  use 
them,  and  may  select  them,  at  his  pleasure.  We 
rep  >al  all  limitations,  we  dispense  with  all  securi 
ties,  and  leave  the  whole  matter  to  the  department 
and  to  the  president.  I believe,  sir,  that  the  col- 
lectors now  deposite  the  public  moneys  in  banks, 
and  have  no  doubt  they  will  continue  to  do  so.  If 
they  shall  be  called  on  to  pay  money  to  the  treasurer, 
the  treasurer  will  keep  that  money  also  in  the  banks, 
or  some  of  them.  What  else  can  he  do  with  it? 
While  we  thus  repeal  all  legal  connexion  with  the 
banks,. guard “d  as  that  connexion  has  been,  by  many 
provisions  for  the  security  of  the  public  money,  we 
are  likely  to  see  a connexion  renewed,  without  legal 
sanction  or  authority,  with  no  provisions,  whatever, 


for  security,  and  Jo  be  extended  just  as  far  as  the 
executive  government  may  choose.  This  is  the 
point,  then,  to  which  we  have  now  arrived,  in  the 
process  of  separating  the  concerns  of  the  govern- 
ment from  the  concerns  of  the  banks,  and  keeping 
the  money  of  the  people  out  of  the  hands  of  corpo- 
rations and  individuals. 

Mr.  Preston  followed  and  spoke  at  length  in  op- 
position to  the  bill,  as  a legislative  surrender  of  all 
power  over  the  public  money  into  the  hands  ol  the 
executive,  and  a legal  confirmation  of  that  assump- 
tion of  power  made  by  president  Jackson  in  1834, 
and  which  he  then  declared  was  made  for  an  extia- 
ordinary  and  temporary  purpose,  and  which  he  after- 
wards urged  congress  to  withdraw  from  him,  and 
to  regulate  the  subject  by  law. 

A conversation  by  Messrs.  Preston  and  Strange 
followed,  chiefly  on  party  political  topics. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  said,  had  this  question  been 
under  consideration  at  an  earlier  period  of  the  ses- 
sion, he  would  have  felt  justified  in  detaining  the 
senate  while  be-gave  his  views  upon  it.  He  was 
aware,  however,  that  at  this  period  of  the  session 
he  could  render  his  state  and  the  country  greater 
service  by  remaining  silent,  and  saving  the  time  he 
might  occupy  in  discussion,  to  be  employed  in  use- 
ful action,  than  by  any  thing  he  could  say  on  this 
subject  at  this  period  of  the  session.  It  was  action, 
and  not  speeches,  that  was  called  for.  The  session 
was  in  the  last  week,  and  much  important  business 
remained  to  be  transacted,  in  which  his  state  and 
the  other  states  of  the  union  were  deeply  interest- 
ed; and  however  much  it  would  have  gralified  his 
feelings  to  have  shown  the  odiousness  of  a proposi- 
tion to  unite,  without  control,  the  purse  and  the 
sword  in  the  hands  of  the  executive,  lie  would  forego 
that  pleasure,  and  content  himself  with  asking  that 
the  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  should  be 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  he  desired  to  have  his 
name  recorded  against  it  at  every  step.  The  yeas 
and  nays  were  accordingly  ordered. 

Mr.  Benton  argued  that  all  the  banks  had  wholly 
and  forever  incapacitated  themselves  from  being 
used  as  depositories  ol  the  public  money  under  the 
deposite  act  of  1S36,  whether  that  act  should  be  re- 
pealed or  not. 

Mr.  Tallmadge  expressed  his  surprise  that  Mr. 
Benton,  who,  with  the  rest  of  the  majority  of  the 
committee  on  finance,  had  very  lately  reported  that 
all  banks  which  had  not  issued  notes  of  less  than 
five  dollars  would,  on  resumption,  be  qualified  to 
be  selected  by  the  secretary  ot  the  treasury  as  de- 
positories of  the  public  money — that  Mr.  B.  should 
now  declare  that  no  banks  whatever  would  be  so 
qualified.  Mr.  T.  said  he  could  not  comprehend 
the  consistency  of  the  two  positions. 

Mr.  Calhoun briefly  assigned  his  reasons  why  he 
should  reluctantly  vote  against  the  bill,  the  chief  of 
which  was  understood  to  be  the  surrender  of  power 
over  the  public  money  to  the  discretion  of  the  ex- 
ecutive. 

The  hill  was  then  passed  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen.  Benton,  Brown,  Bucha- 
nan, Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Grundy, 
Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Mouton, 
Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Roane,  Robinson, 
Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Strange,  Trotter,  Wall,  Wil- 
liams, Wright,  Young — 27. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Messrs.  Bayard,  Calhoun.  Clay, 
of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Knight, 
McKean,  Merrick,  Pren’iss,  Preston.  Rives.  Rob- 
bins, Ruggles,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Spence, 
Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Webster,  White — 22. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  certain 
agents  and  attorneys  under  the  late  treaties  of  in- 
demnity with  foreign  nations. 

And  the  bill  to  remove  the  pension  agency  in 
Alabama  from  Decatur  to  Huntsville,  were  also 
severally  read  a third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Norvell,  the  vote  of  the  senate 
rejecting  the  bill  to  purchase  the  right  to  use  the 
medical  steam  apparatus  of  Dr.  Boyd  Reilv  was  re- 
considered, and  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  senate  bill  to  increase  the  army  of  the  United 
States  was  received  from  the  house  with  various 
amendments,  and  taken  up  by  the  senate. 

Mr.  Benton  moved  to  disagree  to  the  amendments, 
i (which  had  not  been  read,)and  asked  the  house  for  a 
commiitee  of  conference.  Mr.  White  and  Mr.  Clay, 
of  Kentucky,  objected,  that  it  was  not  yet  known 
what  Jhe  amendments  were;  that  some  of  them 
might  be  good,  if  others  were  not  so.  and  that,  in 
anv  case,  it  was  unparliamentary  to  disagree  to 
amendments  without  knowing  what  they  were.  On 
motion  of  Mr.  Hubbard,  the  bill  and  the  amend- 
ments w’ere  referred,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clayton,  and  at  the  request  of 
the  delegate  from  Florida,  the  bill  making  an  ap- 
propriation for  a compilation  of  the  laws  of  Florida 
was  taken  up,  (ayes  IS,  noes  not  counted,)  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Norvell , the  bill  making  ap- 
propriations lor  light  houses,  beacons,  buoys,  coast 
surveys,  &c.  for  1333,  was  taken  up,  (yeas  23, 
nays  14.) 

A variety  of  amendments  were  offered  by  Mr. 
Davis,  from  the  committee  on  commerce,  and 
agreed  to;  and  the  bill,  as  amended,  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wall,  the  bill  to  establish  a 
new  judicial  district  in  Florida  was  taken  up,  brief- 
ly explained  and  advocated  by  Mr.  W.,  opposed  by 
Mr.  Sevier,  and,  o i motion  of  Mr.  S.,  indefinitely 
postponed:  Yeas  19,  nays  16. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lyon , the  senate  took  up  the 
bill  to  create  the  offic ; of  surveyor  general  of  the 
public  lands  for  Michigan. 

The  amendment  formerly  offered  by  Mr.  Clay,  of 
Alabama,  was  agreed  to,  requiring  the  secretary  of  j 
the  treasury  to  complete  the  surveys  in  the  respec-  j 
tive  laud  districts  with  all  reasonable  despatch,  and 
the  surveyers  general  then  to  deliver  over  the  field 
notes,  maps,  records,  &c.  in  their  respective  offices, 
to  the  secretaries  of  the  respective  states  where  the 
land  is  situated,  and  requiring  that  the  respective 
land  offices  should  thereafter  be  discontinued. 

Mr.  Tipton  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking 
out  all  except  Mr.  Clay’s  amendment,  and  insert- 
ing a simple  provision  for  removing  the  surveyor 
general’s  office  at  Cincinnati,  to  St.  Joseph’s,  in 
Michigan. 

Tnii'  amendment  was  advocated  by  Messrs.  Tip- 
to:i  -and  S' lit  h,  of  Indiana,  and  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Claj,  of  Alabama,  Norvell,  and  Ljon,  and  adopted 
by  the  following  vote: 

YE  AS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay,  of  Ky.,  Clayton 
Crittenden,  Davis,  Knight,  Lumpkin,  Merrick, 
Niles,  Prentiss,  Rives,  Ro  me,  Ruggles,  Sevier, 
S nith,  of  Indiana,  Strange,  Swift,  Tipton,  White, 
Williams — 20. 

NA  Y3  — Messrs.  Allen,  B rnt.on,  Brown,  Clay, 
of  Ala.,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  King,  Lyon,  Moutori, 
Nicholas,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Robinson,  Wall,  Wright, 
Young — 16. 

In  this  form  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a third  reading. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  defence  of  the  western 
frontier,  (amended  by  striking  out  the  second  sec- 
tion.) 

And  the  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  act  provid- 
ing indemnity  for  the  loss  of  horses  and  other  pro- 
perty in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States, 
were  also  s verally  considered  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

July  3.  Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  presented  a pe- 
tition from  D iniel  Large,  stating  that  he  had  made 
a discovery  bv  which  explosions  in  steamboats 
might  be  prevents,  arid  asking  congress  to  pass  a 
law  by  which  his  invention  might  be  tested,  and  to 
mike  hin  proper  co  npens  itio.i  if  his  invention 
should  succeed.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  pa- 
tents. 

Mr.  Preston  presented  the  petition  of  the  marine 
corps,  praying  additional  compensation.  Referred. 

Messrs.  Roane,  Williams  and  Wall,  reported 
various  private  bills  from  committees  referred  to 
them. 

Mr.  Tallmadge,  from  the  committee  on  naval 
affairs,  made  a special  report  on  the  memorial  of 
Henry  Hall  Sherwood,  in  relation  to  his  discoveries 
in  magnetism,  and  the  application  of  those  discove- 
ries to  the  determination  of  latitude  and  longitude. 
Mr.  P.  moved  that  the  report  be  laid  on  the  table 
and  printed.  Mr.  Preston  said  the  discoveries  were 
of  so  great  importance  to  science  and  navigation, 
that  he  would  be  very  glad  of  a large  number  of  ex- 
tra copies.  He  moved,  therefore,  the  printing  of 
5,UO0  extra  copies.  Mr.  Hubbard  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  this  motion,  but  subsequently 
withdrew  the  call.  Mr.  Preston  said,  if  the  disco- 
very was  such  as  it  had  been  represented,  it  was  a 
vast  discovery;  it  was  no  less  than  the  rediscovery 
of  the  miriner’s  co  npass;  and  he  would  be  happy 
of  the  opportunity  of  diffusing  it  widely,  especially 
in  his  own  part  of  the  country.  Mr.  Webster  hoped 
a considerable  number  would  be  printed,  and  that 
it  would  be  widely  diffused.  It  was  either  of  very 
great  public  importance,  or  of  no  importance  at  all. 
Perhaps  congress  had  little  more  power  respecting 
it  than  to  make  it  public;  but,  in  doing  this  exten- 
sively, it  would  give  an  opportunity  for  scientific 
men  to  examine  it,  and  to  determine  fully  on  its 
merit.  H*  hoped  the  number  proposed  would  be 
printed.  Mr.  Buchanan  asked  whether  the  princi- 
ple on  which  the  discovery  was  founded  would  be 
developed  in  the  report.  Mr.  Tallmadge  replied  in 
the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  he  would  thpn  vote  for  the 
printing  of  the  proposed  number.  If  it  was  genuine, 
it  was  undoubtedly  the  greatest  discovery  of  modern 
times;  and,  if  it  were  not,  and  if  the  principle  were 


developed  in  the  report,  diifusing  it  widely  would 
enable  the  scientific  world  to  discover  its  want  of 
foundation. 

After  a few  explanatory  remarks  by  Mr.  Tall- 
inn dye  and  Mr.  Southard,  the  report  was  laid  on  the 
table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  with  5,000  extra 
copies. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Merrick,  the  committee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia  were  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  memorial  of  the  citizens 
of  Georgetown,  asking  their  recession  from  the 
United  States  to  Maryland. 

The  senate  took  up  the  resolution  offered  some 
time  ago,  by  Mr.  Southard,  calling  on  the  secretary 
of  the  navy  for  information  in  detail  in  regard  ‘o  the 
vessels, officers,  scientific  corps,  and  past  expenses 
of  the  exploring  expedition.  Mr.  Southard  ex- 
plained at  considerable  length  the  various  objects 
embraced  by  this  resolution.  Mr.  Wright  replied, 
and  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table.  Mr. 
Southard.  I hope  the  senator  will  withdraw  his 
motion  lor  a moment. 

Mr.  Wright.  No. 

Mr.  Southard.  Will  not  the  gentleman  allow  me 
to  reply  to  his  remarks  in  regard  to  lieut.  Hudson, 
after  the  remarks  he  has  made? 

Mr.  Wright.  No. 

The  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table:  Ayes  22, 
noes  not  counted. 

The  senate  concurred  in  the  amendment  of  the 
house  to  the  bill  granting  a tract  of  land  to  Chero- 
kee county,  Alabama,  for  a seat  of  justice. 

The  amendment  of  the  house  to  the  bill  to  con- 
firm certain  entries  of  lands  by  registers  and  re- 
ceivers, under  the  erroneous  belief  that  they  had 
been  proclaimed  for  sale,  and  the  bill  itself,  were 
referred  to  the  committee  on  the  public  lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Trotter,  the  senate  lookup  the 
bill  (introduced  by  Mr.  Walker)  to  authorise  the 
state  ot  Mississippi  to  invest  the  twm  per  cent, 
fund  granted  to  that  state  for  the  construction  of 
roads  in  public  lands  (at  fifty  cents  per  acre)  that 
had  been  ottered  for  sale.  Mr.  Webster  moved  to 
strikeout  “fifty  cents,”  and  insert  “the  minimum 
price,”  but  subsequently  modified  it  to  a motion  to 
strike  out  the  mode  of  investment. 

The  bill,  in  its  existing  form,  was  explained  and 
advocated  at  much  length  by  Mr.  Trotter  and  Mr. 
Clay,  of  Alabama,  and  opposed  by  Mr.  Webster, 
Mr.  Bayard,  and  Mr.  White. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  moved  to  strike  out  the 
whole  bill,  and  insert  a substitute,  authorising  the 
state  of  Mississippi  to  use  the  two  percent,  fund  in 
the  construction  of  roads,  railroads,  and  canals, 
within  her  boundaries. 

This  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill,  in 
this  form,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third 
reading. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  rejecting  the  bill  for  the  establishment  of  an 
additional  judicial  district  in  Florida,  and  the  mo- 
tion was  temporarily  laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  Mount  Carmel  and 
New  Albany  railroad  company  was  read  a third 
time  and  passed. 

The  bill 'to  authorise  a subscription  for  stock,  on 
the  part  ot  the  United  States,  in  the  Jelfersonville 
and  New  Albany  railroad  company,  was  considered; 
and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  finally  laid  on  the 
table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Merrick,  the  senate  took  up 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  and  James  Crooks, 
to  make  indemnity  for  the  property  of  a foreigner 
unlawfully  seized  by  an  officer  of  this  government. 

This  bill  was  advocated  at  length  by  Messrs. 
Merrick,  Clayton,  Linn,  and  Bayard,  opposed  by 
Messrs.  Hubbard,  While,  and  Niles,  and  rejected 
on  the  question  of  its  engrossment  by  the  follow- 
ing vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay,  of  Kentucky, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Knight,  Linn,  Merrick,  Nicho- 
las. Norvelf  Rives,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Tallmadge, 
Young — 13 

NAY S — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Calhoun, 
Clay,  ol  Alabama,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  King,  Lump- 
kin, McKean,  Monton,  Niles,  Pierce,  Roane,  Ro- 
binson, Strange,  Tipton,  Wall,  White,  Williams, 
Wright — 21. 

The  bill  directing  th?  investment  of  certain 
funds  belonging  to  Indian  tribes  in  state  stocks, 
&<■.,  was  taken  up  explained,  and  advocated  by 
Mr.  While,  opposed  by  Mr.  Wright;  and,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Wright,  temporarily  laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Jone3  was 
amended  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third 
reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Fuller  wds  re- 
jected. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

July  4.  After  the  transaction  of  some  business, 
which  will  be  noticed  in  our  next,  the  senate,  on 


motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  proceeded  to  consider  the 
amendment  of  the  house  to  the  bill  to  modify  the 
last  clause  of  the  5th  section  of  the  deposite  act  of 
the  23d  of  June,  1836;  after  debate,  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  taken  and  the  amendment  agreed  to: 
Ayes  29,  noes  17. 

Some  time  was  spent  on  private  bills,  and  some 
other  business  of  minor  importance;  after  which 
Mr.  Buchanan,  from  the  committee  on  foreign  af- 
fairs, presented  a report  on  the  northeastern  boun- 
dary, concluding  with  resolutions  recommending 
that  the  “bill  to  provide  for  surveying  the  north- 
eastern boundary  line  of  the  United  States,  accord- 
ing to  the  treaty  of  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty- 
three,  be  laid  on  the  table.”  The  resolutions  were 
adopted  item,  con.,  and  twenty  thousand  additional 
copies  of  the  report  ordered  to  be  printed.  The 
senate  then  adjourned. 

July  5.  Some  time  was  spent  in  considering  the 
amendments  of  the  house  to  the  bill  to  provide 
for  the  better  security  of  the  lives  and  property 
of  persons  on  board  of  vessels  propelled  wnolly, 
or  in  part,  by  steam.  After  a brief  discussion, 
Mr.  Webster  moved  to  strike  out  the  last  amend- 
ment of  the  house,  proposing  to  inflict  a fine  of 
five  thousand  dollars  on  owners  lor  any  loss  of 
life  or  lives  by  the  explosion  of  a boiler,  and  insert 
a provision  making  an  explosion,  or  other  disaster, 
full  prima  facie  evidence  of  negligence,  sufficient 
for  conviction,  in  all  prosecutions  at  law,  unless 
disproved;  which  was  agreed  to.  The  other  amend- 
ments of  the  house  were  also  agreed  to;  and,  as  thus 
amended,  the  bill  was  sent  back  to  the  house. 

Several  private  bills  were  read  a third  time  and 
passed,  (which  will  be  noticed  in  our  next;)  when, 
the  senate,  after  an  executive  session,  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  June  29.  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Va.,  obtained 
leave  to  introduce  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  (he  judiciary 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  re- 
porting a bill  to  continue  in  force  all  laws  wdiich 
will  expire  at  the  close  of  the  present  session  until 
the  close  of  the  first  session  of  next  congress,  and 
that  the  committee  give  the  title  of  said  laws 
which  will  so  expire. 

Mr.  Briggs  hoped  that  the  particular  laws  thus 
to  be  continued  in  force  would  be  named. 

Mr.  R.  Garland  suggested  that  the  resolution 
be  so  modified  as  to  refer  the  inquiry  to  the  com- 
mittee of  revisal  and  unfinished  business,  instead 
of  to  the  judiciary. 

Thus  amended,  the  resolve  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Naylor  had  leave  to  introduce  a bill  from 
the  coinmiltee  on  manufactures,  imposing  a duty 
on  starch.  Read  twice,  and  referred. 

Mr.  Bouldin,  asked  and  had  leave  (Mr.  Adams 
yielding  the  floor ) to  move  that  certain  bills,  re- 
quiring mere  lormal  action,  be  taken  up  and  acted 
on,  viz: 

1.  Senate  bill  extending  the  charter  of  the  bank 
of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  Read 
third  time  and  passed. 

2.  House  bill  (as  amended  in  committee)  for  the 
relief  of  the  widow  and  heirs  of  the  late  Lew  is 
Grant  Davidson,  deceased.  Read  third  time  and 
passed. 

3.  House  bill  (as  amended)  for  the  erection  of  a 
court  house  in  Alexandria.  Read  third  time  and 
passed. 

4.  House  bill  (as  amended)  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  the  penitentiary  in  the 
District  of  Columbia.  Read  third  time  and  passed. 

5.  House  bill  (as  amended)  providing  for  the 
erection  of  a free  bridge  across  the  Eastern  Branch 
at  Washington.  Rpad  third  time  and  passed. 

Some  other  District  bills  were  proposed,  but, 
giving  rise  to  discussion,  were  postponed  for  the 
present. 

Mr.  Worthington,  from  the  committee  on  com- 
merce, reported  a bill  establishing  certain  collec- 
tion districts,  and  creating  ports  of  entry  therein. 

Mr.  Robertson  asked  that  the  house  would  at  this 
lime  take  up  and  consider  a resolution  offered 
by  him  on  a lormer  day  concerning  the  public 
lands. 

Objected  to  bj'  Mr.  Adams  and  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Adams  proceeded  with  his  remarks  upon 
this  topic,  and  occupied  the  remainder  of  the  morn- 
ing hour. 

Mr.  Shields  moved  to  suspend  the  rules,  so  as  to 
enable  him  to  move  to  assign,  for  to-morrow  at 
half  past  4 o’clock,  as  the  special  order,  the  bill 
granting  power  to  Tennessee  to  issue  patents  to 
unsettled  lands  in  certain  cases.  The  motion  pre- 
vailed and  the  assignment  was  made. 

Mr.  Cambreteng  said  a few  words  in  favor  of  ap- 
propriating this  (private  business)  day  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  army  bill,  reported  from  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole. 
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ivir.  rdhitttesey  hop  d that,  immed  at  ly  alter  the  , 
disposal  ol  ilii'  army  bill,  the  house  would  lake  up  ! 
and  cousid  i all  private  (senate)  bills  now  on  the 
speaker's  table. 

Mr.  Se  geant  asked  leave  to  olfer  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  adopted  unanimously  : 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  ot  the  ireasnry 
be  requested  to  collect,  and  report  to  congress  on 
the  first  day  of  the  next  session,  all  the  intoruia- 
tiou  that  can  be  obtained  as  to  the  use  ol'  steam 
engines  in  the  Uniied  Slates,  and  the  accidents 
and  the  loss  of  life  or  property  which  have  attend- 
ed their  use,  and  especially  that  he  ascertain  and 
report: 

t.  fhe  whole  number  of  steam  engines  in  the 
United  States,  where  and  by  whom  constructed, 
where  they  are  used,  how  long  they  have  been 
used,  ttnir  capacity  or  power  respectively,  and 
the  purposes  or  uses  to  which  applied, and  whether 
high  or  low  pressure. 

2.  The  explosions  or  other  disasters  which  have 
happened  to  such  engines,  when  and  w here,  with 
as  many  ol  the  circumstances  atU  tiding  the  same 
as  can  be  collected. 

3.  The  causes,  as  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  of 
such  explosions  or  other  disasters. 

4.  The  loss  of  life  or  property,  or  injury  to  per- 
sons or  property,  which  has  ensued  in  each  case, 
distinguishing  the  mode  of  injury,  by  burning, 
scalding,  wounding,  drowning,  or  otherwise. 

5.  The  disasters  to  steamboats,  wdien,  where, 
and  how  they  have  occurred,  by  explosion,  colli- 
sion, file,  or  olherwis  ; the  size,  capacity,  or  bur- 
den of  the  boats,  their  ages,  and  where  and  by 
whom  built. 

6.  How  such  steainboais  were  manned,  and 
whether  intoxicating  liquor  was  served  out  to,  or 
permitted  to  be  used  by,  the  hands  or  persons  em- 
ployed on  board  the  same. 

7.  The  names  of  the  owners  arid  masters  or 
commanders  of  the  boats  to  which  such  disasters 
have  happ  tied,  and  ot  the  officers  and  crews  there- 
of. 

8.  In  the  case  of  boats  to  which  no  disasters 
have  happened,  the  burden  and  size  of  the  same, 
when,  where,  and  by  whom  built,  and  the  names 
oi  their  owners  and  masters  or  commanders  and  tn- 
gin  -ers. 

9.  Any  such  other  information  as  may  seem  to 
him  material. 

Mr.  l'oland  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  to  enable 
him  lo  move  to  lake  up  and  consider  the  joml  reso- 
lution, o.Iered  by  liim  yesterday,  and  laid  over,  un- 
der tlie  rule,  till  this  day.  Ayes  93,  noes  26;  no 
quorum,  file  Speaker.  Evidently  a large  quorum 
present,  and  yet  no  quorum  votes. 

Mr.  Roland.  Let  tue  resolution  Lis  read  again; 
if  understood,  it  cannot  fail  lo  ue  adopted. 

fne  resolution  was  again  read;  and  the  house 
again  divid  d,  on  the  question  of  suspending  the 
rules.  Ayes  129,  noes  gave  it  up.  The  resolution 
was  then  adopted  as  follows: 

“That.  alter  six  days  from  the  commencement  of 
a second  or  subsequent  session  (except  Ihe  final 
session)  of  any  congiess,  all  bills  and  joint  resolu 
tions  winch  snail  have  p is-ed  in  one  house,  and 
winch  remain  undetermined  in  the  other,  shall  be 
resumed  and  acted  on  as  il  an  adjournment  had  not 
taken  place.” 

[Air.  Cashing  afterwards  moved  to  reconsider 
tins  vote;  vvhic.i  motion  was  entered.] 

A message  from  tue  senate  was  taken  up.  propos- 
ing a co  ifcrence  with  the  house  upon  tile  subject 
of  certain  proposed  amendments  ot  the  latter,  in 
which  die  s mate  non  concurred,  in  bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  certain  roads  in  Wisconsin;  and 
three  mmnb  rs  md  red  to  be  appointed  managers 
of  such  conference  on  the  part  ol  the  house. 

Mr.  Biddle  wished  to  ask  a question  of  the  chair- 
man oi  the  committee  on  foreign  relations,  as  to  the 
pr-senl  posture  .4’  o ir  rela  ions  with  Mexico.  An 
individual,  Mr.  John  B Idnin,  having  one  of  the 
largest  an  i most  flagrant  claims  upon  that  govern- 
ment, was  a native  ol  his  district,  arid,  aller  a re- 
sidence of  twenty  years  in  Mexico,  had  been  stiip- 
p d of  every  thing,  and  had  returned  home  in  a 
state  oi  destitution.  The  enormity  ol  his  case  was 
established  by  authentic  documents,  as  well  as  by 
the  letters  of  Mr.  Ellis,  it  would  be  recollected 
that  the  president,  in  accepting  the  overture  as  to 
an  arbitrament,  had  slated  that  the  action  of  con- 
gress was  not  to  be  thereby  suspended.  Yet,  prac- 
tically, such  seemed  to  be  its  effect.  Mr.  B.  found 
no  lault  with  ttiis;  but  it  was  obvious  that  whilst 
matters  remained  in  such  a position,  any  quickening 
impulse  to  the  negotiation  must  come  from  this 
house.  He  had  understood  that  the  time  had  more 
than  passed  within  which  a final  and  definite  reply 
ought  to  have  been  received  from  Mexico.  Under 
such  circumstances,  the  claimants  could  not  hut 
feel  the  deepest  uneasiness  at  the  approaching  rise 


of  congress.  Mi.  B.  wished  to  learn  on  what 
grounds  the  commitbe  now  forbore  to  act;  more 
especially  as  the  language  of  t he  president  led  the 
Mexican  authorities  to  look  with  an  anxiety  to 
nothing  but  a movement  by  congress.  Altir  the 
adjournment,  the  arbitration  might  be  suffered  by 
Mexico  to  fall  through  without  any  just  com- 
plaint, on  our  part,  of  evasion  or  trifling,  inasmuch 
as  the  president  had  expressly  and  anxiously  re- 
served the  right  to  go  on  as  if  uo  overture  had  been 
made. 

Mr.  Howard  asked  whether  the  gentleman  liorn 
Pennsylvania  put  this  question  as  a matter  of  right 
oi  courtesy?  Mr.  Biddle . The  latter,  of  course. 
Mr.  Howard  said  il  would  give  him  great  pleasure 
to  reply.  All  the  inlormaiion  tie  I ad  on  this  sub- 
ject w as,  that  vv  hen  the  pro|  osal  w as  accepted,  the 
Mexican  ministi  i had  it  nor  in  his  power  lo  execute 
it.  He  had  not  been  litre  during  the  whole  winter, 
and  probably  has  it  not  yet  in  his  power  to  execute 
it.  Whether  lliis  delay  is  a prnol  of  serums  inten- 
tion ol  going  lorwarn  in  good  faith,  or  only  in 
baffling  tlie  action  of  1 his  house,  Mr.  H.  could  not 
say.  His  own  opii  ion  of  Ihe.  matter  was.  that  Ihe 
Mexican  government  never  would  do  justice  to  this 
couniiy,  and  that  its  recent  and  present  movements 
were  only  expedient-  to  gain  time.  Whether  this 
were  true  or  not  a few  days  would  show. 

The  house  then  took  up  and  considered  tlie  arrnv 
bill  as  repoited  from  the  committee  ol  the  whole, 
with  various  amendments. 

Ttie  amendments  offered  in  committee  were 
taken  up,  and  considered,  the  debate- thereon  taking 
the  same  general  range  as  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  and  as  heretofore  reported. 

The  amendment  first  in  order  was  the  proposition 
reported  by  tlie:  committee,  to  inseit,  at  tlie  end  of 
the  first  section,  the  following: 

“That  there  shall  he  added  to  each  of  the  four 
regiments  of  artillery,  one  company,  to  be  organ- 
ized in  tlie  same  manner  as  authorized  by  existing 
laws,  wdth  the  exce  ptioris  hereafter  mentioned:  that 
there  be  add,  ri  to  every  company  of  artillery  six- 
teen privates,  and  to  every  company  of  infantry  one 
sergeant  and  thirty-eight  piivates.  and  that  the  num- 
ber of  second  lieutenants  ot  a company  of  artillery 
be  reducid  to  one,  and  that  this  reduction  he  so 
made,  in  connexion  with  tlie  appointment  of  offi- 
cers lo  ihe  four  additional  companies  authorized  as 
aforesaid,  and  the  transler  to  the  ordnanc"  depart 
merit  herealter  directed,  that  all  the  presetil  second 
In  uti  nants  shall  be  retained  in  service;  and  theie 
sliati  he  raised  and  organiz  d,  under  the  direction 
ot  the  president  ol  tlie  United  S ates,  one  region  nt 
of  infantry,  to  he  composed  of  tlie  same  number 
and  rank  of  officers,  non  commissioned  officers, 
musicians  and  private's,  composing  the  regiments 
of  intantry  now  in  the  serv  ice  of  the  United  States, 
who  shall  receive  the  same  pav  and  allowances,  and 
be  subject  to  the  same  rules  and  regulations  which 
now  apply  to  other  regiments  of  infantry,  as  pro- 
vided lor  in  this  act.” 

Mr.  Harrison  moved  to  amend  this  amendment 
by  striking  out  ••intantrv,”  and  inserting  “riff -men.” 
so  as  lo  make  the  proposed  new  regism  nt  a rifle 
regiment.  Tlie  motion  waslosf.  Mr.  Briggs  mov- 
ed to  amend  this  amendment  by  stiiking  out  that 
['art  ot  it  which  authorizes  the  raising  of  a new 
regiment;  and,  on  this  motion,  tlie  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered  After  some  debate.  Mr.  Briggs’ 
am  nilment  was  a loptc-d  bv  Ihe  Co  lowing  vote: 
Yeas  96,  nays  86.  The  question  then  recurred  on 
the  above  amendment  as  thus  amended;  which  was 
adopted. 

The  n xt  amendment  in  order  was  tlie  proposi 
lion  ol  t tie  committee  ol  the  whole  to  strike  out 
i lie  Ibl. owing  proviso  from  the  second  section  of  the 
bill: 

“ Promt  I d,  That  no  officer  of  ttie  said  corps  shall 
be  employed  hi  any  Service  lor  any  state  or  com 
pany  for  which  he  shall  receive  any  compensation 
exc.  pt  I : i s pay  from  the  United  States.” 

Tni.s  am-  ndiuent  was  concurred  in. 

The  ii  xt  am -ndment  propose  d by  the  committee 
reduces  t ti  - * assistant  adjutants  gen  r.d  to  be  a ppoi  nt 
cd.  from  fuvr  to  two.  Concmr-d  in. 

Tlie  next  amendment  proposed  bv  ttie  committee 
to  tlie  bill  was  to  add  to  ttie  original  bill  (l  e words 
italieisi  d in  the  following  section: 

“Sr-c.  13.  Awl  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  the 
president  of  the  United  States  he.  and  he  is  hereby, 
authorised  to  add  to  tlie  ordnance  department, 
whenever  he  may  deem  it  expedient  to  increase  tlie 
same,  by  amt  with  the  advice  ol  Ihe  senate,  two 
majors,  and  by  the  transfer  to,  mid  appointment  in, 
of  ten  first  lieutenants,  and  ten  second  lieutenants 
of  artillery;  and  that  the  pay  and  emoluments  of 
tlm  officers  ol  ttie  said  department  shall  be  the  same 
as  those  allowed  to  the  officers  of  the  regiments  of 
dragnoris” 

At  2 o’clock  the  house  took  its  usual  recess. 


EVENING  SESSION. 

The  house  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
army  bill';  and  tlie  question  being  on  agreeing  on 
the  amendments  proposed  by  the  military  com- 
mittee to  the  15th  section, 

Mr.  Adams  proposed  a verbal  modification  of  it, 
to  make  it  more  intelligible,  which  was  agretd  to. 
[The  section  provides  for  the  transler  totheoid- 
nance  coips  ol  second  lieutenants  from  the  artil- 
lery.] 

Mr.  Evans  opposed  the  policy  of  the  amendment 
with  much  earnestness,  insisting  that  the  artillery 
could  not  b -ar  this  reduction  of  its  officers  without 
material  injury,  and  suggesting  tlie  propriety  of 
augmenting  the  ordnance  in  some  other  mode.  He 
was  supported  in  this  view  by  Mr.  Adams  and  Mr. 
Biddle,  and  opposed  by  Mr.  McKay,  Mr.  Greimell, 
and  Mr.  Calhoun,  of  Massachusetts. 

The  amendment,  as  modili.  d,  was  agreed  to. 

The  amendment  in  the  proviso  to  Ihe  14th  sec- 
tion was  agreed  to,  so  as  to  make  it  read: 

Provided.  That  tlie  officers  of  tlie  oidnance  de- 
partment claiming  the  compensation  ol  such  du- 
ties and  responsibilities — [viz.  with  respect  to 
clothing,  arms,  and  accoutrements  of  the  company, 
under  the  authority  of  the  second  section  of  ttie 
act  passed  second  March,  eighteen  hundred  and 
twenty-seven,  giv  ing  Inrther  compensation  to  ttie 
captains  and  subalterns  of  the  army  ol  the  United 
States  in  certain  cases] — shall  have  been  actually 
in  the  command  of  enlisted  men  of  the  ordnance, 
equal  to  a company  of  artillery , and  thereby  in- 
curred ihe  aloresaid  responsibilities. 

In  tlie  15th  section  the  amendments  w ere  agreed 
to  so  as  to  make  it  read; 

Sec.  15.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  every 
commissioned  officer  oi  ttie  line  or  staff',  exclusive 
ot  general  i fficers.  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  one 
additional  ration  per  diem  for  every  five  years  that 
he  may  have  served  or  shall  serve  in  Ihe  army  of 
the  United  Mates;  and  the  paymaster  general,  sur- 
geon general,  and  commissary  general  ol  pu ■ cha- 
ses, shall  eacti  be  allowed  six  rations  per  dien  , and 
tlie  additional  ra'ion  allowed  in  this  section:  Pro- 
vided, That,  in  certain  cases  where  officers  are  en- 
titled to  arid  r-  ceive  double  rations,  ttie  additional 
one  allow:  d in  this  section  shall  not  be  included  in 
the  numb'-r  to  be  doubled. 

In  ttie  16tli  section,  which  provides  1 hat  the  pay 
of  each  musician  and  private  soldier  shall  be  eight 
dollars  per  month,  M r.  McKay  moved  to  strike 
out  “eight”  and  insert  “seven.”  This  motion  as 
slrenuonsly  opposed  by  Mr.  Cushman,  of  New 
Hampshire,  and  negatived.  Mr.  I'etrihin  and  Mr. 
Mercer  endeavored  to  have  Ihe  pay  of  soldiers  en- 
gaged in  making  roads  and  laboring  on  public 
works  increased  by  an  allowance  of  25  cents  per 
day,  afterwards  modified  to  15;  but  the  amendment 
was  sternly  opposed  by  Mr.  Evans  who  was  in- 
dignant at  a proposal  to  pay  men  lightly  laboring, 
far  from  all  danger,  more  than  tl  ose  wtio  were 
marching,  fighting,  and  dy  ing,  in  ttie  morasses  of 
Florida.  The  amendment  was  r jeeterl.  Mr.  Reed 
tried  lo  get  the  pay  ol  the  maiitn  s raised  to  eight 
dollars  per  month,  but  without  success.  Mr. 
Chihls,  with  a view  to  prevent  desertions,  i nt  re  du- 
ced  a proviso  for  retaining  $2  a month  ol  soldiers’ 
pay  lo  the  end  of  the  period  of  enlistment.  Tins 
was  agretd  to.  Mr.  Everett  moved  lo  reconsider 
the  i-ej  ction  of  that  clause  of  the  first  section 
which  provides  for  the  raising  of  a new  regiment 
of  infantry,  so  as  to  sanction  the  addition  ot  such 
regiment.  In  order  to  get  at  tl-is,  he  first  mow  d 
o reconsirb  r the  whole  section.  Anri,  after  cp|  o- 
silion  from  Mr.  Rope  and  Mr.  Underwood,  the  n o- 
tion  prevailed:  Yeas  K’3.  nays 81.  He  then  moved 
to  reconsider  the  r -j  ction  oi  the -infantry  regiment, 
assigning  as  a i-  ason  no  change  >4  I is  rwn  opin- 
ion. but  tlm  request  of  many  gentl-'inen  Irienrily  lo 
the  bill.  Mr.  Williams,  of  N.  0.,  demand'd  the 
veas  and  nays;  vv  hich  were  orden  d.  Mr.  Fillmore 
opposed  the  motion,  preferringthe  clause  as  it  can  e 
from  (he  senate.  Ttiis  would  cost  less,  and  give 
greater  efficiency. 

Mr.  Ewing  hoped  ttie  motion  to  reconsider  would 
fail*  He  feared,  however,  there  existed  an  erro- 
neous b-  lief  of  the  necessity  for  ttiis  additional 

regiment  to  those  already  prov  ided  lor  in  (tie  bill. 
This  apprehension  arises  on  account  ol  the  urn  x- 
pi-ct'-d  quarter  from  which  this  motion  came,  and 
a tact  which  transpired  during  debate  on  yesterday. 
The  genth  mar  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Grt-n- 
ru-ll ) had  expressed  some  latent  doubts  ot  a well- 
authenticated  (act  advert'd  to  by  the  genth  nan 
from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Bell.)  His  iiientl  rf  Ten- 
nessee had  stated,  and  correctly,  the  opinions  of 
some  of  the  most  experienced  and  meritorious  field 
officers  now  in  sendee,  from  whom  be  (Mr.  E.) 
had  letters  precisely  similar  in  sentiment;  and  lie 
would  read  them  if  freedom  of  opinion  were  tolf  ra- 
ted by  the  men  now  in  power.  As  it  is,  he  would 
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only  nt  lie  the  fact  corroborative  of  the  allegation 
made  by  bis  friend  from  Tenn  ssee.  And  if  the 
information  had  come  from  the  white  I ouse,  it 
would  not  be  more  worthy  ol  credence,  that  a very 
s. nail,  if  any,  addition  is  required  to  the  standing 
army  now  authorized  by  law  True,  the  British 
have  increased  their  force  in  Canada.  No  new  ag- 
gression upon  ns  is  contemplated  by  that  event;  ihe 
increase  w ill  have  enough  lo  do  with  the  Can 
dims,  who  seem  resolved  to  b-  fiee.  True  we  are 
increasing  the  number  ol  I.uliaus  on  our  western 
frontier,  but  they  are  helpless,  and  more  inimical  to 
each  other  than  to  us.  A small  (orcein  tliai  quar- 
ter only  is  required,  arid  the  original  bill  piovided 
for  enough.  True,  the  d. (Acuities  in  Florida  are 
not  en  irelv  at  an  end,  but  the  men  now  there  and 
in  that  n igliborhood,  directed  by  the  shill  and 
chivalry  ol  tne  general  w ho  now  has  the  command, 
will,  as  soon  as  the  season  of  action  arrives,  end  all 
t r o 1 1 b I -*  in  that  quarter.  Such  being  the  existing 
state  of  our  concerns,  I cannot  conceive  w hy  this 
great  increase  is  urged  with  such  pertinacity.  We 
all  know  the  miiiia,  in  case  of  war  or  imminent 
danger,  must  be  the  chief  reliance.  The  great  body 
of  the  the  people  will  defend  their  rights  and  liber- 
ty: ami  in  time  of  peace,  surely  the  bill  as  reported 
had  no  need  of  this  amendment  to  give  a sufficient 
increase  to  the  standing  troops. 

He  (Mr.  E.)  represent  d a people  always  pre- 
pared and  wil  ing  to  defend  their  country,  and  they 
would  rejoice  to  see  the  proper  patriotic  feeling 
manifested  heie  to  organize  and  equip  the  militia. 
Expenditures  for  that  purpose  would  he  borne  with 
cheerfully.  But  we  neglect  our  n ilitia,  or  amuse 
them  will)  mere  reports  of  committee  , and  leave 
them  to  instinct  themselves.  This  is  not  as  it 
should  be.  lie  y iVI r . E.)  had  one  other  considera 
tion  lo  present.  A colleague  (Mr.  Boon)  had  con- 
fidently charged  the  great  ami  wastrlul  expendi- 
tures ol  tins  administration  to  the  opposition.  The 
country  know s this  charge  is  unmerited,  and  he 
would  have  tlm  vote  upon  this  question,  to  arid  a 
regiment  to  those  asked  hy  the  chairman  of  the 
military  committee,  to  demonstrate  who  ari  l of 
what  party  they  are  bv  whom  unnecessary  expense 
of  money  and  of  morals  is  sanctioned.  Theuyes 
and  nues  will  show  llus. 

Tile  motion  to  reconsider  prevailed:  Yeas  100, 
nay.-  91.  And  the  question  being  on  the  vote  ol  a 
lormei  sitting,  by  which  the  clause,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Buggs,  w as  stricken  out,  on  this  motion  a very 
spirit-  0 debate  arose. 

rVI  r.  ifiiggs  defended  his  former  motion  to  strike 
out  ihe  provision  lor  the  new  regiment  with  much 
earnestness,  complaining  that  Mr.  Evans  and  Mr. 
Bionson  were  unwilling  to  rely  on  the  militia  for 
tile  delence  ol  the  northern  frontier,  and  wanted  to 
have  Ihe  standing  army  increased  in  a time  of  pro- 
found peace.  He  hoped  the  country  would  note 
tne  lact  tuat  the  old  and  approved  doctrine  of  reli- 
ance on  tne  in 1 1 it i i lor  the  delence  ol  Ihe  country 
was  laughed  lo  scorn.  He  dwelt  much  on  this  idea, 
whicii  seemed  lo  fill  him  with  piofotind  indignation. 
He  protested  agafi.sl  doubling  our  standing  army  in 
tune  ol  peace. 

Mr.  1 ell  alluded  lo  the  mass  of  Indians  the  go- 
vernment nau  congregated  on  our  western  frontier. 

Mi.  j^caus  commented  with  severity  on  some  of 
the  remarks  ol  Air.  Biiggs.  The  gentleman  had 
thrown  lii.nseil  in  tlie  breach  after  the  war  had  be- 
come despeiale.  In  the  morning  his  mere  motion, 
without  any  speech  to  back  it,  was  sufficient,  and 
prevailed;  but  now  the  majority  had  changed,  he 
must  make  a speech.  The  addition  of  one  regi- 
ment was  Certainly  eiioiuious.  and  enough  to  alarm 
all  the  iriends  ol  Hie  liber  y ol  the  country.  Tlo-se 
Were  vast  strides  towards  despotism.  Such  an  aug- 
mentation ol  oui  standing  army  of  7,000  men  was 
indeed  lormidable.  The  nation  would  do  well  to 
mark  it.  Yet  petitions  for  this  very  tiling  had  come 
up  Irom  ail  quarters  ol  the  laud;  Irom  the  west  and 
suutli west,  and  the  whole  Atlantic  border,  as  well 
as  iron;  the  north  and  northeast. 

Mr.  Reed  want-  d lo  know  from  what  par;  of  the 
Atlantic  border? 

Mr.  li.vu.ns  said  Irom  Massachusetts,  as  well  as 
other  parts  ol  it,  as  the  remonstrances  in  the  w ar 
th  paruneiit  against  the  tiansler  of  troops  would 
snow.  Mr.  E.  repelled  with  much  warmth  the  im- 
putaliou  that  lie  was  unwillingto  rely  on  Ihe  militia 
ior  il  Icuc  ; he  was_w illing,  entirely  w illing;  but  it 
was  not  the  business  ol  militia  to  do  permanent 
garrison  duly;  and  torts  with  garrisons  were  neces- 
sary as  rallying  points  for  the  milit  a,  to  strengthen 
it,  isc.c . He  ridiculed  the  idea  of  12  millions  of 
lreemcn  dreading  a little  army  of  12,000  men.  And 
as  lo  Air.  R.-i  d,  he  had  no  doubt  that  gentleman 
would  make  a spetch  lor  Fort  Independence,  in 
Boston  Harbor.  [Mr.  Reed.  Certainly.]  Yet 
where  was  the  use  of  a fort  .without  any  garrison? 

Mr.  Cashing  next  took  the  floor,  and  went  into  a 


speech  ol  unusual  animation,  in  which  he  scouted 
the  perpetual  cry  ol  alarm  at  the  honois  ol  a stand- 
ing army.  Wlntb  r we  should  have  a standing 
army  was  not  now  the  question:  that  had  been  set- 
tled long  ago  hy  Washington,  by  Adams,  by  J.  tier- 
son,  by  Aiaiiison,  by  Monroe,  by  Jackson,  ll  the 
arguun  lit  was  good  loi  any  thing,  and  mililia  were 
to  be  our  sole  reliance,  the  piop  i Course  would  be 
to  turn  e at  once  to  disband  the  army.  The  question 
was  nol  whether  w.  were  lo  have  a standing  army ; 
bul  whether  the  army  should  be  augmented.  On 
this  point  we  bad  the  recommendations  ol  the  ex- 
ecutive, and  the  opinions  offi<  ially  given  of  our  best 
and  most  experienc  d officers.  'File  senate  had  in 
repeated  bills  signifii  d tin  ir  conviction  ol  its  pro 
piiety.  In  opposition  to  all  this,  two  members  of 
the  house  said  they  had  private  li  tters  of  an  oppo 
site  tenor.  Mr.  Cushing  would  r>  ly  on  the  public 
commiinicati  ns  of  men  ol  high  and  tried  honor  and 
conduct,  in  preference  to  private  anonymous  au- 
thority. Ol  ad  the  panic  speeches,  he  had  never 
heard  those  surpassed  which  had  Ween  called  forth 
by  the  proposal  to  raise  Ibis  one  poor  regiment  of 
infantry.  The  bouse  had  been  threatened  with  the 
danger  of  a standing  army.  Why,  if  Ihe  addition 
should  be  made,  Ihe  proportion  ol  this  terrible  army 
to  the  people  ol  this  country  would  be  about  one  to 
two  hundred  and  filty  able-bodied  freemen  with 
arms  in  their  hands.  Were  Americans  so  timid? 
Did  this  Irighten  them?  Parallels  had  been  sought 
Irom  history  lo  show  that  12,000  men  were  to  put 
down  our  liberties.  Why,  the  old  women  ol  these 
states  would  almost  be  sufficient  to  resist  such  a 
lorce  w Oh  their  distalis  and  canes.  The  true  dan- 
ger to  liberty  was,  that  our  army  was  too  small. 
The  danger  was  not  that  this  little  foice  would  ren- 
der our  country  military,  but  that  the  military  spirit 
of  the  army  would  be  oveiborne  at;d  destroyed  by 
a deep  in t us i on  ol  the  civil  influence.  The  men 
who  [.leaded  with  congress  tor  this  augmentation 
were  themselves  most  devoted  to  the  liberties  of 
Ihe  country,  as  they  had  proved  on  many  a well- 
lough1  fi  Id.  They  had  resisted  tyranny  at  the  can- 
non’s month.  It  was  not  these  men — it  was  not  the 
officers  of  the  army  w ho  were  dangerous  to  free- 
dom. No,  it  was  our  civil  officers,  w ho  became  the 
tools  of  parly. 

Mr.  C.  said  Ihe  danger  to  liberty  was  just  the  re- 
verse of  lhat  which  had  been  so  loudly  urged.  He 
relied,  as  the  a holt  country  relied,  on  tie  militia; 
but  who  were  the  militia?  They  were  freemen, 
with  arms  in  tin  ir  l ands;  and  whether  enlisted  to 
serve  five  years  or  draught!  d to  si  rve  lor  one,  was 
quite  immaterial  The  wmd  ‘-militia”  had  been 
used  as  a name  of  tenor  lo  aurigl  t the  house.  The 
real  confidence  of  the  American  people  was  in  free- 
men armed — in  a body,  wiili  the  spiiit  oi  what  in 
some  countries  was  call'd  a national  guard;  but. 
under  'lie  present  organization  ol  our  militia,  such 
a body  did  not  exist  as  such.  He  wish,  d it  did. 
The  mililia  were  not  a substitute  Ibr  an  army;  each 
had  its  own  proper  duty'',  and  both  were  necessary. 
He  again  insisted  tl  at  the  tint*  somce  ol  danger  lay 
in  the  influence  of  popular  leaders  ovt  r the  miii  ia 
and  volunteers,  and  not  over  a standing  army.  How 
did  general  Jackson  attain  such  an  unexampled 
predominance  of  influence  and  despotic  power  in 
this  free  republic?  By  I is  popularity  with  th**  mili- 
tia and  volunteers  whom  lie  led  in  battle.  This  was 
the  rise  of  his  power.  He  never  could  have  attain- 
ed it  by  means  of  the  regular  army. 

Mr.  C.  reprobated  as  a consequence  to  this  per 
petual  recurrence  to  t lie  militia  to  do  garrison  duty, 
what  I ad  almost  urged  Massachusetts  herself  to 
nullify  : the  mililia  of  a slate  might  be.  and  often 
were,  called  out  and  command' d by  a colonel  ol  Ihe 
line.  The  mililia  of  ihe  states  were  Ihe  reliance 
of  the  states.  He  appeal  d to  the  state  rights  gen- 
tlemen on  lhat  floor,  whether  they  advocated  such 
a state  of  things? 

He  again  adv.  rted  to  the  panic  at  a standing  art.  y. 
and  contended  that  the  verv  form  'he  argument  bail 
assumed,  in  likening  our  condition  lo  that  ol  Eu 
ro;,i  an  countries,  with  despotic  governments,  to 
Rome  with  her  Piastorian  cohorts,  &c.  proved  that 
there  was  a lark  of  solid  objection  to  the  bill.  That 
a body  of  Indians,  in  the  circumstances  of  those 
who  had  b rri  r -mov'd  by  force,  many  of  them  in 
chains,  liom  tin  i r former  homes,  and  placed  in  a 
body  on  our  western  frontier,  should  have  pacific 
feelings  toward  us  and  nur  s-  ttlemeuts.  was  against 
Irtiinari  nature,  and  would  lie  nothing  less  than  a 
miracle  in  morals.  It  wassurelv  the  duty  ol  those 
who  were  themselves  in  safety,  to  list'll  to  the  re- 
monstrances and  petitions  of  those  whose  wives 
and  children  were  exposed  to  such  a danger.  He 
was  ready  to  go  to  the  people  and  account' to  their 
for  his  vote  to  augment  the  | resent  military  estab- 
lishment of  the  United  States  government. 

Mi.  Mercer  made  some  remarks  iri  reply  to  this 
speech,  which  he  considered  as  one  of  the  most  ex- 


tiaordinaiy  lectures  ever  delivered  in  the  house, 
ll  did  not  touch  the  question  actually,  which  was 
only  between  two  modes  ol  incitasing  the  am  y — 
whether  by  . dditional  officers,  or  hy  augmen.ing 
tlie  tank  and  file.  Mr.  Lronson  delmdtd  the  'aid- 
ing ol  a new  legiini  lit  as  n ci  ssary  lot  ihe  drilling 
ol  ri  emits,  Ike.  M r.  Reed  t xplaim  d,  and  slab  d I is 
v illiligness  to  vote  lor  all  the  n<  cessary  dt  h nci  s on 
the  Irontier.  He  again  piofisstd  Ins  ri  tidiness  to 
relinquish  lor  this  purpose  the  troops  now  in  garri- 
son on  Ihe  seaboard,  and  let  a fi  w art.ficeis  he  re- 
tained in  the  lorlsto  preserve  the  buildings  and  ar- 
mament. There  were  thit-e  or  lour  companies  at 
Newport,  who  seem'd  to  be  only  want'd  to  fire 
salutes.  He  had  rather  they  were  sent  lo  fight  Ifie 
Indians.  He  was  in  favor  of  foitifications,  as  in- 
dispi  nsal  le  in  time  ol  war  lo  defend  on r cities 
against  the  attacks  of  a marine  foice.  In 1 1 opposed 
to  keeping  large  garrisons  in  them.  He  w as  against 
extending  a standing  army  beyond  what  was  indis- 
pensably necesssrv. 

Mr.  Brigss  replied  with  much  warmth  to  Ihe  re- 
marks ol  Mr.  Cushing  and  Mr.  Evans;  <h  nidi  11  at 
he  had  said  that  the  liberties  of  the  country  were  in 
danger  from  an  army  ol  12,000  men;  and  Ihe  thun- 
ders of  eloquence  which  had  been  lauiiehed  at  him 
were  w ide  of  the  mark.  He  believed  th<  re  was 
nothing  very  impious  in  what  he  had  said.  As  lo 
Ihe  long  and  loud  cry  lioin  all  pails  of  the  land  lor 
an  increase  of  the  army,  he  had  not  sren  the  evi- 
dence ol  it  any  where.  He  kmw,  inrietd,  tl  at  on 
that  floor  a very  loud  cry  w as  set  up  by  the  gentle- 
men Irom  the  southwest  and  northern  itonli*  r;  hut 
the  military  commitlee,  alter  having  had  Ihe  sub- 
ject lor  months  before  them,  were  of  opinion  that 
an  increase  of  Ihree  thousand  men  would  be  suffi- 
ci  nt.  Now.  however,  a new  regiment  was  call'd 
for  on  the  ground  that  new  difficulties  at"!  dangers 
I ad  sprung  up  on  our  noithern  arid  western  lim  s of 
liontier.  This  reason  did  not  seem  to  him  si  lfi- 
rient.  The  difficulties  in  Florida  wete  now  chii  flv 
over,  and  troops  might  be  drawn  Irom  that  quait.r. 
His  colleague  (Mr.  Cushing)  had  severely  lecUiied 
him  and  other  gentlemen,  lor  not  speak ing  to  the 
question.  Yel  Ihe  gentleman  had  no  sooner  deli- 
vered this  n bukethan  he  himself  went  off  at  a tan- 
gent. The  gentleman  had  talked  about  d<  clan  a- 
tion.  Did  ho  call  his  own  speech  logic?  If  so.  the 
gentleman’s  notions  of  logic  differed  lioin  I is  The 
gentleman  talked  about  panic  and  coinplnireri  that 
so  much  v'  as  said  about  the*  dangers  of  a standing 
army.  Mr.  B.  had  called  on  the-  friends  ol  Ihe  hill 
to  sl  ow  why-  the  standing  army  should  h>*  it  cr<  ased, 
and,  in  reply,  his  colleague  <h  mantl'd  ol  him  why 
it  should  not  he  increased.  Was  this  the  logic  of 
gyntlcmf'H?  The  two  gentlemen  from  Maine  and 
Massachusetts  had  u atiifested  great  zeal  lor  Ihe  in- 
crease of  the  army,  and  of  the  expenses  of  the  go- 
vernment. 

Air.  Cashing  here  rose  and  said,  I de,nv  the  impu- 
tation. Mr.  J-riggs  went  on  to  say  tl  at  he  did  not 
see  veliaf  txcited  alarm.  The  militia  were  not 
spoken  of  and  treated  as  formerly.  Tim  g'nlh  man 
from  Maine  Ihought  their  place  was  al  I cine,  aid 
that  they  were  not  the  troops  that  were  want'd  to 
protecl  the  west  or  do  garrison  duty.  This  sort  . f 
language  toward  the  militia  winld  suit  it  e in- nth 
of  a despot  wl  o wished  to  subjugate  the  lib-  rties  of 
the  country.  Such  a one  might,  with.  great  con- 
sist. 1 1 c v . say  to  the  p<  ople.  sta\  on  your  fain  s.  the 
defence  of  the  country  is  not  lor  \oti;  Irnst  all  that 
matter  to  me,  give  me  regulars,  and  I will  take  care 
of  vott. 

Air.  Cashing  said  that  he  was  actuated  by  zeal  (o 
do  Si's  duty  to  his  country,  and  nothing  i Ise,  a>  d he 
spumed  any  other  imputation.  The  q n e .- 1 i« n Iming 
now  taken.it  was  decided  in  Ihe  mgativi:  Ay.s 
95,  hops  104. 

So  the  house  refused  to  strike  out  the  provision 
for  an  additional  regiment  of  infantry. 

Mr.  I vans  love  moved  lo  strike  ool  lhat  part  of 
t!  e bill  which  proposed  to  reduce  the  number  of 
lieutenants  of  artillery,  and  transfi  r them  to  the 
ordnance,  but  the  motion  was  negativ'd.  Air. 
Thompson  mov  ed  to  strike  out  38,  and  to  inseit  28 
as  the  increase  of  the  rank  and  file  to  each  company. 
Lost.  Air.  Underwood  now  declared  that  lu  wast  ed 
his  hands  of  the  bill.  He  perceived  the  object  w as 
not  to  increase  Ihe  force  of  the  army,  hut  to  prov  ide 
patronage  for  favori  es.  Air.  Glascock  denied,  w ith 
warmth,  any  such  imputation*,  tl  is  was  the  fiist 
time  in  Ihe  debate  in  which  the  hill  had  hecn  re  pre- 
sented as  a party  or  political  measure:  Devoirs 
would  show  that  it  was  no  such  thing,  since  it  was 
both  adv  ocated  and  oppos'd  bv  genii'  men  of  all 
parties.  Mr.  Underwood  argued  to  show  1 fiat  the 
bill  involved  a great  increase  in  the  expenses  of  the 
armv.  Mr.  MrKan  replied,  and  insisted  that  the 
revers“  was  true:  that  the  expenses  were  rediie'ds 
and  that  the  hill  was  a measure  of  economy.  A’r. 
Garland,  of  Louisiana,  moved  an  amendment,  that 
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all  officers  for  the  new  regiment  should  be  taken 
liom  those  now  attached  to  the  army.  Negatived: 
Ayes  60,  noes  89. 

A motion  was  now  made  to  adjourn;  but  it  was 
rejected. 

The  remaining  amendments  proposed  by  the 
committee  were  now  read  in  order,  and  the  ques- 
tion put  on  the  whole,  with  the  exception  of  four, 
viz:  those  in  the  19th,  25th,  31st,  and  35th  sec- 
tions. The  amendments  in  section  19  were  then 
read,  and,  after  a short  conversation,  agreed  to. 
The  amendments  to  the  25th  section  having  been 
rrad,  Mr.  Carter  strongly  objected  to  the  pay  pro- 
posed to  be  allowed  to  the  surgeons.  Mr.  Thomp- 
son and  Mr.  McKay  replied  and  explained.  Mr. 
Carter  moved  an  amendment  to  reduce  the  pay. 
Mr.  Mallory  opposed  the  amendment,  and  it  was 
rejected.  The  25th  section  was  then  agreed  to. 
Tile  amendments  in  the  31st  Section  having  been 
read,  Mr.  Mason , of  Ohio,  moved  to  strike  out  the 
allowance  to  the  soldiprs  of  bounty.  Mr.  Childs 
proposed  to  substitute  for  the  bounty  lands  an  al- 
lowance of  $100  in  money.  Negatived.  Mr.  Fill- 
more proposed  to  insert  alter  the  word  “land”  the 
words  ‘-fit  for  cultivation.”  Negatived.  Mr.  Kem- 
ble moved  a reconsideration  of  the  clause  above 
quoted,  and  Mr.  Campbell,  of  S.  C.,  supported  his 
motion  but  it  was  lost. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  E.  Whittlesey , the  section  was 
further  amended  by  inserting  a provision  that  the 
bounty  lands  shall  be  patenled  to  the  soldier  or  his 
heirs,  and  shall  not  be  assignable  until  patented. 
The  section  was  then  agreed  to. 

The  35th  section  having  been  read,  Mr.  Briggs 
moved  an  amendment,  providing  that  the  regiment 
raised  under  the  first  section  shall  serve  ior  two 
years  only.  Negati/ed.  The  section  w;as  then 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Thompson  moved  an  amendment  in  the  15th 
section,  which  provides  that  every  commissioned 
officer  of  the  line  or  staff',  exclusive  of  general  of- 
ficers, shall  be  entitled  to  receive  one  additional 
ration  for  every  five  years  that  he  may  have  served, 
&c.  so  as  to  make  it  include  officers  of  the  marine 
corps.  Mi.  Craig  now  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion, but  withdrew  it  at  the  earnest  solicitation  of 
his  colleague,  Mr.  Rives,  who  wanted  to  introduce 
a provision  allowing  a commission  to  paymasters 
for  extra  duty. 

Mr.  Boon,  hereupon  renewed  the  call  for  the  pre- 
vious question.  Mr.  Rencher  moved  an  adjourn- 
ment. Lost.  The  call  for  the  previous  question 
was  seconded:  Ayes  92,  noes  61.  The  previous 
question  was  put  and  carried,  and  the  bill  was  then 
ordered  fo  its  engrossment  by  yeas  and  nays  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  J.  W.  Allen,  Anderson,  An- 
drews, Atherton,  Banks,  Beatty,  Beirne,  Bicknell, 
Biddle,  Birdsall,  Boon,  Brodhead,  Bronson,  J.  Cal- 
houn, Cambreleng,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chapman, 
Clark.  Cleveland,  Coles,  Craig,  Cushing,  Cush- 
man, Dawson,  Davee,  DeGratf,  Dromgoole,  Dun- 
can, Elmore,  Evans,  Farrington,  Fairfield,  R.  Flet- 
cher, Foster,  Fry,  Gallup,  James  Garland,  Glas- 
cock, Grant,  Gray,  Grennell,  Haley,  Hall,  Ham- 
mond, Hamer,  Harrison,  Haynes,  Holt,  Hopkins, 
Howard,  Hubley,  Wm.  H.  Hunter,  Ingham,  T.  B. 
Jackson,  Henry  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  Kemble, 
Klingensmith,  Legare,  Lincoln,  Logan,  Lyon, 
Mallory,  J.  M.  Mason,  Martin,  McKay,  Robert 
McClellan,  A.  McClellan,  McClure,  Miller,  Mor- 
gan, S.  \V.  Morris,  Naylor,  Noble,  Noves,  Palmer, 
Parker,  Parmenter,  Parris,  Pavnter,  Phelps,  Phil- 
lips, J.  H.  Prentiss,  S.  S.  Prentiss,  Richardson, 
Rives,  Robinson,  Sheplor,  Snyder,  Southgate, 
Sp  ncer,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus,  Toland,  Towns, 
Turney,  Vail,  VVagener,  Webster,  Weeks,  A.  S. 
White,  T.  T.  Whittlesey,  J.  W.  Williams,  J.  L. 
Williams,  Yell — 107. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Human, 
Allen,  Aycrigg,  Bell,  Bond,  Briggs,  Bynum,  W.  B. 
Calhoun,  W.  B.  Campbell,  Carter,  Chambers, 
Cheatham,  Childs,  Connor,  Corw'in,  Darlington, 
Davies,  Dunn,  Everett,  Ew  ing,  Fillmore,  Goode,  J. 
Graham,  William  Graham,  Griffin,  Harlan.  Has- 
tings. Hawes,  Henry,  Hoffman,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter, 
J.  W.  Jones,  L°adbetter,  Lewis,  Marvin,  S.  Mason. 
Maxwell,  McKennan,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Mitchell, 
Montgomery,  C.  Morris,  Murray,  Ogle,  Peck, 
Patrikin,  Pope,  Polls,  Raridan,  Randolph,  Reed. 
Rencher,  Ridgway,  Robertson,  Rumsey,  Russell, 
S heifer,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  C.  Shepard,  Sibley,  Slade, 
Stanley,  Stone,  Stratton,  Taliaferro,  Thompson, 
Tilliughast,  Underwood,  J.  White,  E.  Whittlesey, 
L.  Williams,  S.  Williams,  C.  H.  Williams,  Word, 
Yorke— 77. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a third  time. 

And  then  the  house  adjourned. 


Saturday,  June  30.  [We  cannot  find  room  for 
more  than  a brief  abstract  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
house,  but  they  shall  be  noticed  in  detail  in  the  next 
“Register.”] 

Alter  the  transaction  of  other  business,  Mr. 
Kilgore  made  an.  ineffectual  etibrt  to  have  an  hour 
assigned  for  the  consideration  of  his  resolution, 
repealing  the  section  of  the  law  of  1816,  in  refer- 
ence to  banks  issuing  small  notes,  which  he  mode- 
fit-d  so  as  to  limit  its  operation  to  the  1st  of  March 
next.  For  suspending  the  rules  105,  nays  86. 

The  engrossed  bili  to  increase  the  present  military 
establishment  of  the  United  States  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, was  read  a third  time,  when  Mr.  Carter  of 
Tenn.,  moved  that  it  be  recommitted  with  instruc- 
tions to  strike  out  all  the  clauses  of  the  bill  propo- 
sing an  increase  in  the  number  of  officers,  or  in- 
crease of  pay.  and  also  the  section  for  raising  an 
additional  regiment  of  infantry.'  This  motion  gave 
rise  to  a debate  which  occupied  the  attention  of  the 
house  until  the  Lour  of  recess. 

[The  subject  was  not  resumed  in  the  afternoon 
in  consequence  of  the  intervention  of  the  special 
orders.] 

EVENING  SESSION. 

The  house  went  into  committee  of  the  whole, 
(Mr.  Owens  in  the  chair)  and  took  up  several  bills 
remitting  duties  on  iron  imported  lor  the  construc- 
tion of  steamboats;  all  of  which,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  No.  85-1,  were  reported  without  amendment. 
The  bill  No.  187,  to  authorize  the  importation  of 
iron  steamboats,  free  of  duty,  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  hour  assigned  for  this  subject  having  expired, 
and  the  special  order  having  been  called,  Mr.  Adams 
moved  to  suspend  the  rules  for  another  hour.  The 
motion  was  lost.  The  house  then,  according  to  ap- 
pointment, went  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  “An  act  to  authorize 
the  stale  of  Tennessee  to  issue  grants  and  perfect 
titles  to  certain  lands  therein  described,  and  to  set- 
tle the  claims  to  vacant  lands  within  the  same,” 
passed  18th  of  April,  1806.  A desultory  debate  en- 
sued, when  Mr.  McKennan  moved  that  the  commit- 
tee lise  and  report  the  bill;  w hich  motion  prevailed. 
Finally,  after  a variety  of  proceedings,  the  question 
arose  on  the  engrossment  and  third  reading  of  the 
bill,  when  it  was  rejected  bv  a vote  of  51  yeas  to 
91  nays.  Mr.  Martin,  of  Alabama,  gave  notice  that 
he  would,  on  Monday,  move  a reconsideration  of 
the  vote.  And  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Griffin,  the 
house  adjourned. 

Monday,  July  2.  After  a number  of  petitions 
and  reports  had  been  received  and  disposed  of,  sev- 
eral resolutions  were  submitted;  all  of  which  shall 
be  noticed  in  our  next.  The  army  bill  was  next 
taken  up,  the  pending  motions  being,  1st,  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  on  engrossment,  and  2d,  to  recommit 
the  bill  with  instructions.  After  a brief  discussion, 
the  previous  question  was  called  and  seconded, 
when  the  yeas  and  nays  w ere  ordered  and  the  house 
refused  to  reconsider.  Yeas  94.  nays  95.  Finally 
the  question  was  taken  on  the  final  passage  of  the 
bill,  when  there  appeared  ayes  112,  nays- 80.  So 
the  bill  was  passed  and  returned  to  the  senate  for 
concurrence  in  the  amendments. 

Several  bills  from  the  senate  were  read  twice  and 
appropriately  referred. 

On  motion  ol  Mr.  Sergeant,  the  house  went  into 
committee  ol  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union, 
(Mr.  Mason  of  Va.,  in  the  chair)  and  took  up  the 
harbor  bill  which  occupied  its  attention  until  the 
hour  of  recess. 

EVENING  SESSION. 

After  recess,  the  committee  of  the  whole  pro- 
ceeded with  the  harbor  bill,  which  was  discussed  and 
amended;  finally  the  committee  rose,  reported  the 
bill  and  amendments;  and  at  half  past  ten  o’clock 
the  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  July  3.  Mr.  Adams  yielded  the  floor  to 
enable  Mr.  Slade  to  offer  a resolution  inquiring 
into  the  expediency  of  erecting  a national  foundry 
at  the  city  ol  Vergennes,  Vt.  Mr.  A.  then  resumed 
the  floor,  and  consumed  the  morning  hour  in  an  ar- 
gument against  the  admission  of  Texas  into  the 
union. 

The  following  bill  from  the  senate  to  repeal  the 
deposite  act  of  1837  was  read: 

A bill  to  modify  the  last  clause  of  the  5th  section 

of  the  deposite  act  of  the  23d  of  June,  1S36,  and 

for  other  pusposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  fyc.  That  the  last  clause  of  the  5th 
section  ol  the  act  entitled  “An  act  to  regulate  the 
depo-dtes  ot  the  public  money,”  approved  23d  June, 
1S36,  declaring  that  the  notes  or  bills  of  no  bank 
shall  be  received  in  payment  of  any  debt  due  to 
the  United  Stales,  which  shall,  after  the  4th  day  of 
July,  1836,  issue  any  note  or  bill  of  a less  denomi- 
nation than  five  dollars,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  modified,  so  that  the  interdiction  as  to  re- 
ception ol  the  bills  and  notes  shall  continue  against 


any  bank  which  has,  since  the  said  4th  day  of  July, 
1836,  issued  bills  or  notes  of  a less  denomination 
than  five  dollars  or  which  shall  issue  any  such  bills 
or  notes  prior  to  the  1st  day  of  October,  1838;  but 
that,  from  and  after  the  said  last  mentioned  day,  the 
bills  or  notes  of  no  bank  shall  be  received  in  pay- 
ment of  any  debt  due  to  the  United  States,  which 
bank  shall  after  that  date  issue,  re  issue,  or  pay  out 
any  bill  or  note  of  a denomination  less  than  five 
dollars.  ( 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  the  first 
twelve  sections  of  the  act  entitl.-d  “An  act  to  regu- 
late the  deposites  of  the  public  money,”  approved 
23d  June,  1836,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  re- 
pealed, except  so  far  as  is  above  provided,  and  to 
enable  the  treasury  department  to  collect  any  debts 
which  may  be  due  or  owing  from  the  late  deposite 
banks. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  arose  and  delivered  a speech  in 
favor  of  the  bill.  A debate  now  arose,  during  which 
Mr.  Legare  moved  that  the  bill  be  referred  to  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means  and  printed  lor  in- 
formation. Mr.  Cushman  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion. Mr.  Curtis  moved  a cad  ol  the  house;  which 
motion  was  agreed  to.  After  some  progress  had 
been  made  in  the  call,  Mr.  Harlan  moved  to  sus- 
pend further  proceedings,  which  was  ultimately 
agreed  to.  The  question  was  then  taken  on  second- 
ing the  call  for  the  previous  question,  which  result- 
ed as  follows:  Ayes  97,  noes  105.  So  the  call  was 
not  seconded,  and  the  house  refused  thereby,  to 
order  the  bill  to  its  engrossment  at  this  time. 

Mr.  Duncan  then  addressed  the  house  until  the 
hour  of  recess,  in  favor  of  the  bill. 

EVENING  SESSION. 

Mr  Duncan  resumed  and  concluded  his  remarks, 
in  the  progress  of  which  he  was  frequently  called 
to  order. 

Mr.  Legare  then  withdrew  his  motion  to  refer  and 
print,  and  moved  to  strike  out  the  second  section. 
This  motion  was,  after  discussion,  adopted.  Ayes 
119.  noes  101.  The  debate  was  now  resumed, 
duiiug  which  several  amendments  were  otfend, 
some  of  which  were  adopted — but  without  coining 
to  a decision  upon  the  bill,  tile  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  July  4.  After  some  business  of  minor 
importance  had  been  transacted,  the  house  resumed 
the  senate  bill  to  repeal  the  5lh  section  of  the  de- 
posite bill  of  1836,  which  was  ordered  to  a third 
reading,  as  amended  on  motion  of  Mr.  Legare-.  Ayes 
17.9,  noes  3.3.  It  was  afterwards  passed,  by  ayes 
and  noes:  Ayes  173,  noes  31.  And,  with  the  se- 
cond section  stricken  out,  the  bill  was  returned  to 
the  senate  for  concurrence.  The  remainder  of  the 
session  w as  occupied  in  considering  the  harbor  hill 
and  with  other  business,  which  will  be  noticed  in 
our  next. 

EVENING  SESSION. 

The  harbour  bill  was  considered,  and  passed. 
The  bill  to  guard  against  explosions  on  board  of 
steamboats  was  also  passed.  The  post  office  bill, 
witha  numberof  other  bills,  was  passed  Adjourned. 

Thursday,  July  5.  Mr.  Adams  resumed  bis 
speech  on  the  subject  of  Texas,  and  addressed  the 
house  until  the  expiration  of  the  morning  hour. 
Mr.  Elmore  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  to  enable 
Mr,  A.  lo  complete  his  speech.  Negatived. 

The  house  took  up  the  Indian  annuity  bill,  which 
was  discussed,  amended, and  laid  aside  lo  be  r-  purled 

The  house  next  look  up  the  fortification  bill, 
which  w as  amended.  The  house  then  took  up  the 
military  academy  bill,  which  was  also  amended 
and  laid  aside.  The  bill  authorizing  the  purchase 
of  certain  books  was  taken  up.  Mr.  Cushman  mo- 
ved to  strike  out  tlm  enacling  clause.  Negatived. 
The  bill  was  then  laid  aside. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fillmore  the  bill  to  arrange  the 
sessions,  &c.  of  the  district  court  of  the  northern 
district  of  New  York,  was  taken  up,  read,  and  laid 
aside,  Mr.  Mercer  moved  to  take  up  the  harbour 
bill,  but  before  any  question  was  taken  the  hour  of 
recess  airived. 

EVENING  SESSION. 

The  proceedings  of  the  evening  session,  shall 
have  a place  in  onr  next. 

* 

CHRONICLE, 

Awful  storm.  Our  town  was  visited  on  Saturday 
night  with  one  of  the  most  severe  storms  which  we 
have  ever  witnessed.  It  commenced  about  8 
o’clock  and  continued  until  11,  during  which  time 
the  lightning  was  incessant,  and  so  nearthn* searce- 
Iv  a moment  would  elapse  between  the  flash  and 
the  noise  of  the  thunder.  The  rain  came  down  in 
torrents,  and  the  wind  blew  a gale  during  the  time. 
We  have  heard  of  no  injury  which  has  been  sus- 
tained in  the  town,  with  the  exception  of  one  hese 
which  was  slightly  injured  by  the  lightning.  The 
country,  we  fear,  has  not  been  so  fortunate,  as  the 
wheat  must  have  been  seriously  injured  by  the  wind 
and  the  hard  driving  rain.  [Petersburg  Intel. 
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0C?“Both  houses  of  congress  adjourned  on  Mon- 
day last,  leaving,  as  usual,  a large  portion  of  busi- 
ness unfinished.  We  have  endeavored  to  crowd 
into  the  present  sheet  all  that  was  done  in  the  last 
week  ot  the  session,  but  have  been  reluctantly 
compelled  to  postpone  a portion  until  our  next. 
We  have,  however,  published  a list  of  the  acts  pass- 
ed, to  which  our  readers  are  referred. 

• Most  sincerely  do  we  re  joice  that  the  session  has 
closed,  and  our  readers  will  rejoice  with  us — for  we 
will  now  be  enabled,  instead  of  the  dry  details  of 
legislation,  to  furnish  them  with  useful  and  agreea- 
ble articles,  and  impart  the  us  ual  variety  to  our 
pages. 

Banks,  currency,  &c.  The  subjoined  summa- 
ry statement  ol  thecondition  of  the  Baltimore  banks 
is  taken  from  the  authorized  monthly  statement  (for 
July)  prepared  in  conformity  to  a law'  of  the  last 
legislature. 

Aggregate  circulation  of  the  12  banks 

in  Baltimore,  - - - $2,139,747,  88 

Specie, 1,140,885  50 

Loans  and  discounts,  - - 12,725,460  21 

Denosites,  including  $971,360  94  by 

the  treasurer  of  Maryland,  - 4,314,483  35 

Due  to  other  banks,  - - 3,3S3,962  43 

Due  from  other  banks,  - - 3,358,234  59 

From  the  New  York  Courier,  July  11. 

The  depression  which  has  existed  in  the  stock 
market  for  the  last  few  days,  continues  to  increase, 
and  transactions  yesterday  were  generally  effected 
at  prices  showing  a further  decline.  The  cause  of 
the  present  depression  in  stocks  may  be  attributed 
to  the  fact  that  a very  large  amount  of  stocks  on 
which  advances  have  been  made  by  the  United 
States  Bank,  may  be  expected  to  be  thrown  into 
the  market,  in  the  event  of  a general  resumption 
of  specie  payments  taking  place  at  Philadelphia, 
and  the  curtailment  ofmoney  accommodations  which 
would  no  doubt  follow  such  resumption.  No  ma- 
terial change  in  the  price  of  United  States  Bank 
stock  has  taken  place. 

The  Philadelphia  U.  S.  Gazette  of  Thursday  has 
the  following: 

Meeting  of  the  banks.  At  a meeting  of  the  asso- 
ciated banks  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia, 
held  on  Wednesday  evening,  11th  inst.,  Dr.  Dunlap’ 
from  the  committee  appointed  to  recommend  proper 
measures  for  the  early  and  general  resumption  of 
specie  payments,  presented  a report,  which,  with 
the  following  resolutions,  was  adopted  by  the  board, 
viz: 

Resolved , That  the  banks  of  Boston,  Providence, 
Ballimoie  and  Richmond,  and  such  others  as  the  time 
admit  of,  be  invited  to  meet  the  banks  of  Philadel- 
phia in  convention  in  (his  city,  on  Monday,  the  23d 
instant,  to  consult  upon  the  measures  to  be  adopted 
for  an  early  and  simultaneous  resumption  of  specie 
payments 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  be  instructed  to 
communicate  this  resolution  to  the  banks  in  question, 
and  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements  for  the  meet- 
ing of  the  convention. 

It  was  also  resolved.  That  it  be  recommended  to 
the  several  banks  of  the  city  and  districts,  to  appoint 
one  or  more  delegates  to  represent  them  in  this  con- 
vention. 

The  association  then  adjourned  sine  die. 

On  our  last  page  we  have  published  the  proclama- 
tion »f  governor  Ritner  of  Pennsylvania,  requirin0- 
the  banks  in  that  state  to  resume  specie  payments  in 
full  on  the  13th  of  August  next.  It  has  diffused 
much  joy  through  that  community,  as  will  be  seen 
by  the  following  paragraphs: 

From  the  V.  S.  Gazette,  July  13. 

Governor’s  proclamation.  In  another  part  of  this 
paper,  will  be  found  a proclamation  from  governor 
Ritner,  on  the  subject  of  the  banks  of  this  cornmon- 
w-eahh’s  resuming  specie  payments  on  the  thirteenth 
of  August  next..  The  document  is  an  able  and 
patriotic  production;  one  that  will  be  received  with 
joy  by  our  citizens  generally. 

...  From  the  Philadelphia  Inquirer,  July  13. 

We  never  gave  place  to  a public  document  with 
more  pleasure  than  the  following.  It  will,  we  ven- 
ture to  predict,  be  received  with  a burst  of  enthu- 
siastic approbation,  not  only  throughout  Pennsyl- 
vania,  but  Irom  one  section  of  the  country  to  the 
other.  It  is  the  first  executive  message  of  a decided 
\ on.  LIV.—Sig.  20. 


and  unequivocal  tone,  in  favor  of  an  early  resumption 
of  specie  payments,  that  has  been  issued  since  the 
suspension.  Governor  Ritner  has,  in  this  matter, 
taken  the  lead,  and  the  people  of  Pennsylvania  will 
honor  him  for  it.  His  proclamation  could  not 
have  appeared  at  a more  opportune  moment. 

The  Pennsylvanian,  commenting  on  the  procla- 
mation, says:  “The  proclamation  is,  in  fact,  a 

glorious  victory  to  the  democracy  of  Pennsylvania. 
The  forces  of  irredeemable  federalism  and  anti-ma- 
sonry are  compelled  to  abandon  the  ground  they 
have  occupied  for  more  than  a year.  Their  rag 
banner  is  struck!” 

The  Philadelphia  U.  S.  Gazette  of  yesterday  has 
the  following  paragraph: 

Banks.  We  understand  that  the  banks  of  the 
city  have  agreed  to  settle  all  balances  between 
themselves  on  the  first  of  August;  and  after  that 
time,  no  interest  will  be  paid  or  received  by  any 
of  them,  for  balances  due  by  one  to  the  other. 

The  Pennsylvania  United  States  Bank  no  longer 
issues  the  bills  of  the  old  United  States  Bank,  but 
her  own.  [Philad.  Herald. 

From  the  N.  Y.  Express,  July  13.  Since  the  ad- 
journment of  congress,  and  the  consequent  certainty 
that  that  body  can  do  no  more  mischief,  the  spirit  and 
commercial  feeling  of  business  men  begin  to  re- 
cover: and  were  it  not  for  the  oppressive  hot  weather 
and  the  general  langour  attendant  on  a heat  of  90 
degrees  and  upwards,  we  have  no  doubt  there  would 
be  quite  a revival.  As  it  is,  the  three  banking  in- 
stitutions that  we  have  alluded  to  below  are  rapidly 
advancing.  To  these  three  may  be  added  the  branch 
of  the  United  States  bank,  making  a fourth,  and 
which  will  probably  be  in  operation  quite  as  soon 
as  the  others.  The  following  are  the  particulars  of 
the  various  institutions: 

First.  There  is  the  great  establishment  which  it 
is  intended  to  increase  some  30  or  40  millions.  It 
has  two  millions  already  subscribed,  and  will  com- 
mence operations  with  this  sum,  and  then  enlarge. 

The  second  is  the  Mechanics’  association.  This 
company  will  probably  be  organized  first.  The  di- 
rectors, twenty-one  in  number,  are  already  chosen, 
stock  subscribed,  and  every  thing  is  in  a fair  way  of 
commencing. 

The  third  is  an  association  of  dry  goods  merchants 
and  grocers,  together  with  large  capitalists.  • The 
trustees  are  already  chosen. 

The  fourth  is  the  United  States  branch,  which  will, 
we  learn,  be  under  the  principal  control  of  Morris 
Robinson,  a gentleman  who  probably  combines  a 
greater  degree  of  confidence  and  banking  experience, 
than  that  of  any  other  individual. 

This  is  packet  day.  The  rate  of  exchange  is 
fixed  at  108  1-2  on  London.  This  is  a shade  lower 
than  by  the  last  packet.  No  alteration  on  France. 
The  amount  of  business  done  was  quite  limited. 

Statement  of  the  Bank  of  England  up  to  May  29. 

Liabilities.  Assets. 

Circulation  £19,018,000  Securities  £22,648,000 
Deposite  10,786,000  Bullion  9,806,000 


29,804,000  32,454,000 

Late  from  Europe.  The  packet  ship  Sully, 
at  New  York,  brings  Paris  dates  to  the  1st,  and 
Havre  to  the  2d,  June,  both  inclusive. 

A line  of  steam  packets  between  Havre  and 
New  York  is  spoken  of  in  the  Havre  papers. 

Ex-governor  Tacon  had  arrived  at  Boadeaux 
from  Havana. 

It  is  in  contemplation  to  construct  a rail  road 
from  Paris  to  the  Belgian  frontier. 

Haytien  commissioners  were  received  with  atten- 
tion at  Paris.  A dinner  was  given  them  on  the 
29th  of  May,  by  M.  Dutrone,  one  of  the  founders  of 
the  french  abolition  society,  at  which  were  present 
Messrs.  Passy,  Odillon  Barrol,  Las  Casas,  Remu- 
sat,  and  other  distinguished  politicians.  Amonglhe 
decorations  of  the  room  were  the  national  flag  of 
Hayti,  and  the  portraits  of  Boyer  and  Petion.  The 
commisioners  returned  thanks  for  the  honors  paid 
them,  in  language  says  the  constitutional,  equally 
dignified  and  patriotic. 

The  emperor  of  Russia  had  arrived  at  Berlin,  and 
bestowed  promotion  on  Colonel  the  prince  of 
Orange,  raising  him  to  the  rank  of  general  in  the 
Russian  service. 


A fine  steamboat  is  now  plying  regularly  between 
Havre  and  St.  Petersbugh,  touching  at  Copenha- 
gen. She  commenced  her  trips  on  the  1st  June. 
ThApassage  is  made  in  5 or  6 days,  so  that  a tra- 
vellw  may  leave  Paris  on  Monday,  and  on  the  next 
Monday  be  in  the  capital  of  Russia. 

The  Paris  papers  mention  considerable  move- 
ments of  troops  to  the  northern  frontier,  where 
much  dissatisfaction  appears  to  exist  in  portions  of 
the  duchy  of  Luxemburg — those  portions  which  it 
is  supposed  will  be  assigned  to  Holland.  The  tri- 
colored flag  has  been  raised  in  several  villages,  and 
the  Prussian  troops  are  said  to  have  interposed. 

The  government  steamer  Pheaton  arrived  at 
Havre  on  the  1st  of  June,  there  to  await  the  orders 
of  marshal  Soult.  It  was  to  convey  the  marshal 
and  his  suite  to  London  to  attend  the  coronation. 

Canada  frontier.  From  the  Globe  of  Friday 
night.  The  humane  and  judicious  arrangement 
made  by  the  government  with  the  chiefs  and  head- 
men of  the  Cherokee  nation,  and  the  prudent, 
prompt,  and  energetic  measures  of  general  Scott 
having  secured  the  peaceful  execution  of  the  treaty, 
and  the  quiet  removal  of  the  Indians  to  their  new 
homes  in  the  west,  two  regiments  of  artillery  have 
been  ordered  north,  to  be  stationed  on  the  Canada 
frontier;  which,  together  with  the  new  regiment 
now  organizing  under  colonel  Worth,  who  has  al- 
ready passed  on  to  Saekett’s  Harbor,  will,  it  is 
hoped,  prove  sufficient  effectually  to  aid  the  well- 
disposed  inhabitants  of  the  border  to  maintain  the 
peace  of  the  country. 

The  Quebec  Gazette  of  the  6th  inst.  contains  a 
proclamation  issued  by  lord  Durham  on  the  3d,  revo- 
king the  proclamation  issued  by  lord  Gosford, 
in  which  rewards  were  offered  for  the  apprehension 
of  Messrs.  Papineau,  Brown  and  others,  their  ap- 
prehension being  no  longer  requisite  for  the  ends  of 
justice. 

His  lordship  has  also  organized  a court  of  appeals, 
the  members  of  which  are  Mr.  Sewell,  chief  justice, 
of  Quebec,  Mr.  chief  justice  Reid,  of  Montreal, 
Messrs,  justices  Panet,  Rolland  and  Vallieres  de  St. 
Real,  and  Mr.  Arthur  Buffer,  barrister  at  law;  these 
gentlemen  having  been  added  to  the  executive  coun- 
cil for  the  purpose. 

Lord  Durham  was  to  hold  a levee  at  Montreal  on 
Monday.  The  court  of  king’s  bench  at  Quebec  has 
awarded  $100  damages  to  Dr.  O’Callaghan,  for  a 
public  horse  whipping  inflicted  by  the  hands  of  a 
Mr.  Doyle. 

General  Wool,  accompanied  by  major  Gra- 
ham, of  the  United  States  army,  J.  E.  Johnson, 
engineer,  and  general  James  Irish,  of  Gorham,  ar- 
rived in  this  city  on  Friday;  and  we  understand 
they  are  to  leave  to-morrow  morning  for  Moose 
Head  lake,  where  it  is  expected  one  or  more  sites 
for  military  posts  will  he  selected.  Thence  they 
will  go  down  the  St.  Croix,  and  perhaps  the  Penob- 
scot, where  other  sites  will  he  selected  for  the  same 
purpose,  if  judged  necessary.  The  posts,  we  fur- 
ther learn,  are  to  be  immediately  established. 

[ Bangor  Whig. 

Maine.  The  following  is  the  reply  of  Mr.  Fair- 
field  to  the  letter  of  the  committee  appointed  by 
the  democratic  state  convention  to  inform  him  of 
his  nomination  for  the  office  of  governor: 

Washington,  June  27,  1838. 

Gentlemen  : By  your  letter  received  this  day,  I 
am  informed  that,  at  a convention  of  democratic 
republicans  assembled  at  Augusta,  on  the  20th 
instant,  I was  unanimously  nominated  as  a candi- 
date for  the  office  of  goveror  of  Maine.  For  this 
mark  of  the  favorable  regard  of  those  with  whom 
it  has  been  my  honor  as  well  as  pleasure  to  be  po- 
litically associated,  I feel  grateful;  and  whatever 
may  have  been  my  views  and  wishes  upon  this 
subject,  heretofore  so  often  expressed  to  my 
friends,  I do  not,  under  all  the  cicumstances  of  this 
nomination,  feel  at  liberty  to  decline  it. 

Accept,  gentlemen,  for  yourselves  personally, 
and  for  those  whose  organ  upon  this  occasion  you 
are,  the  profound  respect  and  esteem  of 
Your  obedient  servant, 

John  Fairfield. 

Messrs.  Albert  Smith,  Levi  J.  Ham,  Amos 
Nourse,  M.  L.  Hill,  Ed.  S.  Jarvis,  Committee, 
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LIST  OF  ACTS, 

Passed  at  the  2d  session  of  the  25 th  congress,  begun 
on  the  first  Monday  in  December,  1837,  and  ended 
on  the  bth  day  of  July,  1838. 

To  change  the  times  of  holding  the  circuit  courts 
of  the  United  States  in  the  7th  circuit. 

To  amend  an  act  entitled  “An  act  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  commissioners  to  adjust  the  claims  to  re- 
servations of  land  under  the  14th  article  of  the  trea- 
ty of  1830  with  the  Choctaw  Indians.” 

To  prevent  the  abatement  ol  suits  and  actions 
now  pending,  in  which  the  late  Bank  of  the  United 
States  may  be  a party. 

To  abolish  the  circuit  court  of  Huntsville,  in  the 
state  of  Alabama,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Supplementary  to  the  act  entitled  “An  act  con- 
cerning the  District  of  Columbia.” 

To  re-orgonize  the  district  courts-  of  the  United 
States  in  the  state  of  Mississippi.  g, 

To  divide  the  territory  of  Wisconsin,  and  to  estab- 
lish the  territorial  government  of  Iowa. 

To  continue  the  corporate  existence  of  the  banks 
In  the  District  of  Columbia. 

T o authorize  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  cor- 
rect a mistake  in  relation  to  the  payment  of  money 
into  the  treasury  awarded  to  Fortesque  Whittle, 
under  the  late  treaty  with  France. 

To  grant  a quantity  of  land  to  the  territory  of 
Wisconsin  Ibr  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  opening  a 
canal  to  connect  the  waters  of  Lake  Michigan  with 
those  of  Rock  river. 

To  provide  lor  the  better  security  of  the  lives  of 
passengers  on  steamboats. 

To  remit  the  duties  upon  certain  goods  destroyed 
by  fire  at  the  late  conflagration  in  the  city  of  New 
Yoik. 

Making  appropriations  for  certain  roads  in  the 
territory  of  Wisconsin. 

To  restrain  the  circulation  of  small  notes  as  a cur- 
rency in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  lor  other  pur- 
poses. 

Granting  half-pay  to  certain  widows. 

To  establish  a criminal  court  in  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

To  confirm  certain  entries  of  public  lands,  per 
mitted  to  be  made  by  the  registers  and  receivers  of 
land  districts,  under  the  belief  that  the  tract  had 
been  olfered  at  public  sale. 

To  establish  a new  collection  district  in  the  state 
of  Mississippi. 

To  refund  to  the  Georgia  Railroad  and  Banking 
Company  certain  duties  paid  upon  railroad  iron. 

To  refund  certain  dulies  upon  railroad  iron,  paid 
by  the  New  York  and  Harlem  Railroad  Company. 

To  prevent  the  issuing  and  circulation  of  the 
bills,  notes,  and  other  securities  of  corporations 
created  by  acts  of  congress  which  have  expired. 

To  remit  or  refund  duties  to  the  Baltimore  and 
Susquehannah  Railroad  Company  upon  certain  im- 
portations of  iron  made  by  them  for  the  use  of  their 
railroad. 

To  refund  to  the  Newcastle  and  F renchtown  T urn- 
pike  and  Railroad  Company  certain  duties  paid  bv 
them  upon  iron  imported  for  the  construction  ol 
their  railroad. 

To  encourage  the  introduction  and  promote  the 
cultivation  of  tropical  plants  in  the  United  States. 

To  grant  to  Cherokee  county,  Ala.,  the  tract  of 
land  on  which  the  seat  of  justice  of  said  county  has 
been  located. 

To  change  the  time  of  holding  the  United  States 
circuit  court  in  the  district  of  Maryland. 

To  authorize  the  sale  of  certain  bonds  belonging 
to  the  United  States. 

To  establish  additional  land  offices  in  the  states 
of  Louisiana  and  Arkansas. 

To  authorize  vessels  bound  for  the  ports  of  Mexi- 
co, and  prevented  from  completing  their  voyages, 
in  consequence  of  the  existing  blockade  of  those 
ports,  to  enter  and  store  their  cargoes  in  the  ports 
of  the  United  States. 

To  repeal,  in  part,  the  act  entitled  “An  act  to 
provide  for  the  safe-keeping  of  the  acts,  records, 
and  seal  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses.” 

To  extend  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  Alexan- 
dria, in  the  city  of  Alexandria. 

To  authorize  the  issue  of  patents  to  the  last  bona 
fide  transferee  of  reservations  under  the  treaty  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  tl^p  Creek  tribe  of 
Indians,  which  was  concluded  on  the  24th  of 
March,  1831. 

Exempting  from  duty  the  coal  which  may  be  on 
board  of  steamboats  or  vessels  propelled  by  steam 
on  their  arrival  at  any  port  in  the  United  States. 

To  grant  pre-emption  rights  to  settlers  on  the 
public  lands. 

To  ascerlain  and  designate  the  boundary  line  be- 
tween the  state  of  Michigan  and  the  territory  of 
Wisconsin. 


To  authorize  the  president  of  the  United  States 
to  cause  the  public  vessels  to  cruize  upon  the  coast 
in  the  winter  season,  and  to  relieve  distressed  navi- 
gators. 

To  create  the  office  ol  surveyor  of  public  lands 
in  Wisconsin  territory'. 

To  establish  two  additional  land  offices  in  that 
part  of  Wisconsin  territory  west  of  the  river  Mis- 
sissippi. 

To  ratify  and  confirm  certain  official  acts  of  John 
Pope,  late  governor  of  Arkansas. 

Authorizing  the  appoinimi  nt  of  persons  to  test 
the  usefulness  of  inventions  to  improve  and  render 
safe  the  boilers  of  steam  engines  against  explosions. 

To  amend  and  extend  the  charter  of  the  Franklin 
Insurance  company. 

To  authorize  the  commissioner  of  the  patent  of- 
fice to  issue  a patent  to  James  Smith. 

To  authorize  the  president  of  the  United  States 
to  cause  the  southern  boundary  line  ol  the  territory 
of  Wisconsin  to  be  ascertained  and  maiked. 

Making  appropriation  lor  the  removal  of  the 
great  ralt  of  Red  river. 

To  continue  in  force  the  act  for  the  payment  of 
horses  and  other  properly  lost  in  the  military  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States. 

Making  appropriations  for  building  light  boats, 
beacon-lights,  buoys,  and  making  surveys  for  the 
year  1838. 

To  amend  an  act  authorizing  the  secretary  of 
war  to  establish  a pension  agency  in  the  town  of 
Decatur,  in  the  state  of  Alabama,  and  to  provide 
for  the  payment  ol  certain  pensioners  in  the  said 
town  of  Decatur. 

To  modify  the  last  clause  of  the  fifth  section  of 
the  deposite  act  of  the  23d  ol  June,  1836. 

Supplementary  to  the  act  entitled  “An  act  to 
increase  the  present  military  establishmeld  of  the 
United  States,  and  for  other  purposes;”  approved 
July  5,  1838. 

Supplementary  to  the  act  entitled  “An  act  au- 
thorizing the  appointment  of  persons  to  test  the 
usefulness  of  inventions  to  improve  and  render  safe 
the  boilers  of  steam  engines  against  explosions;” 
approved  June  28,  1838. 

Authorizing  the  printing  of  the  Madison  papers. 

Making  appropriations  for  certain  fortifications 
of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1838; 

Making  appropriations  for  the  current  and  con- 
tingent expenses  of  the  Indian  department,  and  for 
the  fulfilling  treaty  stipulations  with  the  various 
Indian  tribes  for  the  year  1838. 

To  provide  for  certain  harbors,  and  for  the  re- 
moval of  obstructions  in  and  at  the  mouths  of  cer- 
tain rivers,  and  for  other  purposes,  during  the  year 
1838. 

To  provide  for  the  support  of  the  military  acade- 
my of  the  United  States  for  1838,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

To  provide  for  paying  certain  pensions  at  Tusca- 
loosa, in  the  state  of  Alabama. 

To  confirm  the  act  of  the  legislative  council  of 
Florida,  incorporating  the  Florida  Peninsula  rail- 
road and  steamboat  company,  and  grantingfbe  right 
of  way  to  said  company  through  the  public  lands, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

To  establish  a new  judicial  district  in  the  terri- 
tory of  Florida. 

Making  appropriation  for  the  compilation  of  the 
laws  of  Florida. 

To  increase  and  regulate  the  terms  of  the  circuit 
district  courts  for  the  northern  district  of  the  state 
of  New  York. 

For  Ihe  erection  of  a court-house  in  Alexandria, 
in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

To  re-organize  the  legislative  council  of  Florida, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

Making  appropriations  for  certain  roads  in  the 
territory  of  Florida. 

To  extend  the  time  for  locating  Virginia  mili- 
tary land  warrants,  and  returning  surveys  thereon 
to  the  general  land  office. 

I'o  establish  certain  post  routes  and  to  discon- 
tinue others. 

To  provide  for  the  settlement  of  the  claim  of  the 
state  of  New  York  for  the  services  of  her  militia. 

To  authorize  the  sale  of  certain  public  lands  of 
the  United  States  near  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal, 
in  Ohio. 

To  change  the  time  of  holding  the  spring  term 
of  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  the 
eastern  district  of  Virginia,  and  of  the  district  court 
off  lie  United  States  lor  the  western  district  of  Vir- 
ginia, directed  by  law  to  be  held  in  Richmond. 

To  restore  circuit  jurisdiction  to  the  district 
courts  of  the  western  district  of  Virginia. 

Making  an  appropriation  for  the  protection  of 
the  northern  frontier  of  the  United  States. 

To  rpquire  the  judge  of  Ihe  district  court  of  East 
and  West  Tennessee  to  hold  a court  at  Jackson,  in 
said  state. 


To  secure  Ihe  payment  of  certain  commissions 
on  duty  bonds  to  the  collectors  ol  the  customs. 

Making  a partial  appropriation  lor  the  suppres- 
sion of 'Indian  hostilities  lor  1836. 

Supplementary  to  an  act  entitled  “An  act  in  ad- 
dition to  the  act  for  the  punishment  of  certain 
crimes  against  the  Uniti  d States,  and  to  repeal  the 
acts  therein  mentioned,”  approved  20th  April,  1818. 

To  direct  the  transfer  of  money  remaining  un- 
claimed by  certain  pensioners,  and  authorizing  the 
payment  of  the  same  at  the  treasury  of  the  United 
Slates. 

Making  appropriations  for  preventing  and  sup- 
pressing Indian  hostilities  lor  the  year  1838,  and  lor 
arrearages  lor  the  year  1837 

To  carry  into  efiect  an  act  approved  the  12th  day 
of  October  last,  “To  authorize  the  issuing  of  trea- 
sury notes.” 

Making  an  appropriation  for  completing  the  pub- 
lic buildings  in  Wisconsin. 

Making  an  appropriation  for  the  support  of  the 
army  lor  1838. 

In  relation  to  the  orphans’  court  of  the  county  of 
Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

To  extend  the  charter  of  the  Union  Bank  of 
G;  orgetown,  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Resolution  in  favor  of  the  authorities  of  the  city 
of  Savannah,  in  Georgia. 

Resolution  authorizing  the  commissioner  of  pub- 
lic buildings  to  remove  Ibe  wails  of  the  burnt  post 
office  building. 

Making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplo- 
matic expenses  of  government  for  1838. 

Making  appropriations  lor  the  naval  service  for 
1838. 

Making  appropriations  for  revolutionary  and 
olher  pensioners  of  the  United  States  for  the  year 
1838. 

Making  appropriations  for  the  Cumberland  road 
in  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois. 

To  continue  in  iorce  an  act  therein  mentioned 
relating  to  the  port  of  Baltimore. 

To  provide  for  the  payment  oi  the  annuities 
which  will  become  due  and  payable  to  the  Great 
and  Little  Osages  in  the  year  1838,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

To  repeal  certain  provisoes  of  “ An  act  to  alter 
and  amend  the  several  acts  imposing  duties  on  im- 
ports,” approved  (he  14th  July,  1832. 

To  amend  the  act  for  quieting  possessions,  en- 
rolling conveyances,  and  securing  Ihe  estates  of 
purchasers  within  the  District  of  Columbia,  passed 
May  31,  1832. 

For  the  benefit  of  Calvert  county,  Md. 

For  the  relief  of  (he  legal  representatives  of  Pa- 
trick Gibboney. 

For  Ihp  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Wm.  Coggswell. 

Concerning  a seminary  of  learning  in  the  terri- 
to  of  Wisconsin. 

Authorizing  the  commissioner  of  the  patent 
office  to  issue  patents  to  Angler  March  Perkins 
and  to  John  Howard  Kyau. 

Directing  the  postmaster  general  to  settle  the 
claim  ol  Hard  & Longstreet. 

For  the  relief  of  the.  legal  representatives  of 
Henry  Fisher,  deceased;  of  Mary  A.  Patrick. 

To  authorize  Chas.  Day.  of  Macon,  and  James 
R.  Butts,  of  Columbus,  in  the  State  ot  Georgia, 
and  W.  W.  Frv,  of  Mobile,  Alabama,  to  import 
free  of  duties  three  iron  steamboats,  suited  to  the 
navigation  of  rivers. 

To  revive,  with  amendments,  an  act  to  incorpo- 
rate the  medical  society  of'  the  District  of  Columbia. 

For  Ihe  relief  of  Richard  Cravat,  Hardy  Perry, 
and  Beley  Cheney. 

For  the  benefit  of  the  widows  of  certain  revolu- 
tionary officers  and  soldiers. 

For  the  relief  of  Daniel  T.  Patterson;  of  M. 
Gelston,  executor  of  Dav  id  Gelstori;  ol  the  children 
and  heirs  of  lieut.  colonel  Henry  Irwin,  deceased; 
of  the  heirs  at  law  of  Joshua  Fanning,  deepaspd; 
of  the  legal  representatives  of  capt.  Charles  Snead; 
of  the  legal,  representatives  of  John  B.  Ashe;  of 
the  heirs  of  Deborah  Gannett,  a soldier  of  the  re- 
volution; of  John  McClellan;  of  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  Sawney  York,  deceased. 

Granting  a pension  to  James  M.  Edwards. 

For  the  relief  of  James PI.  Bradford. 

For  the  benefit  of  Tandy  Walker. 

For  the  relief  of  Joseph  Prescott. _ 

For  the  Settlement  of  the  accounts  of  Pichard 
Harrison,  late  consular  agent  of  the  United  States 
in  Spain. 

Granting  a pension  to  Sarah  Barney,  widow  of 
Samuel  Barney,  late  of  Connecticut. 

For  the  relief  ol  James  Boyd;  of  Thomas  Frazer. 

Granting  a pension  to  John  M.  Jewell. 

For  the  relief  of  John  Jost.  Deitz,  of  New  York; 
of  Lewis  Hatch;  of  Sarah  Pemberton;  of  Joseph 
Salmonds;  of  Noah  Chittenden;  of  William  Collins; 
of  Nicholas  Verplast. 
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Grunting  a jj-'-'isioii  ; o Thebe  Chu.npe,  of  Frank- 
lin couniy,  Ohio 

For  the  relief  of  Aaron  Tucker;  of  the  heirs  of 
Wui.  B.  Bunting. 

For  the  relict  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Doc- 
tor Win.  Johonnnt,  deceased. 

For  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  lieutenant  colonel 
Richard  Campbell. 

Directing  the  commissioner  of  public  lands  to  as- 
certain the  quantity  of  land  covered  bv  grants  made 
to  Anthony  Silane  and  Louis  Godfrey,  in  section 
16,  township  4 south,  range  2 east,  in  Lima  land 
district,  Ohio,  and  its  value. 

To  amend  an  act  untitled  “An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Rapnael  Pane  and  Elias  Arnold;”  of  J.  A Flem- 
ing; of  James  Barrett;  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Timothy  Feely,  deceased,  late  a lieutenant  in  the 
ariry  of  the  revolution;  of  Crawford  Johnson;  of 
the  legal  representatives  of  Win.  Hooker  Smith,  de- 
ceased ; ot  the  children  and  heirs  at  law  ol  John 
Chilton,  deceased. 

To  authorize  the  payment  of  the  seven  years’ 
hall  pay  due  on  account  of  the  revolutionary  servi- 
ces of  Thouias  H.  Boyles,  deceased. 

For  the  relief  of  the  administrator  of  Wharton 
Quarles,  deceased  ; of  John  A.  Peterson,  executor 
ot  tile  last  will  and  testament  of  John  A.  Peterson, 
deceased  ; of  A.  Querlier  & Albert,  of  New  Or- 
leans; ol  Richard  Frisby;  ol  Samuel  Potter  and 
James  Cassidey,  of  Wilmington,  N.  C. 

Ceding  to  the  state  of  Ohio  the  interest  of  the 
United  States  in  a certain  road  within  that  state. 

For  t ie  relief  of  Gratia  Rav;  of  Benjamin  B. 
D.iwa  ; of  Benjamin  Durfee;  of  James  Sayre;  of 
William  A.  Whitehead. 

To  authorize  the  payment  of  the  seven  years’  halt 
pay  due  on  account  of  the  revolutionary  services  of 
John  McClelland,  deceased. 

For  the  relic-1  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Dan- 
iel Williams,  deceased  ; of  the  representatives  of 
colonel  Anthony  Watson  White  ; of  Isaac  Gale;  of 
Oliver  Dorsett. 

To  authorize  the  commissioner  of  pensions  to 
cause  the  unpaid  pension  of  captain  Robert  Laird, 
of  the  state  of  Georgia,  to  be  paid  to  his  executor. 

For  the  relief  ot  Letitia  Crane. 

Granting  a pension  to  Coffin  Sanborn  ; of  Moses 
Eldred. 

To  authorize  William  Delesdernier  to  draw  the 
arrearages  ol  pension  due  the  late  Lewis  F.  Deles- 
dernier at  the  time  of  his  death. 

Granting  a pension  to  Daniel  H.  Crockett. 

For  the  relief  of  Miller  Francis  ; ot  Henry  Bar- 
ton ; of  Henry  Chandler;  of  Charles  Vattier. 

To  amend  the  act  entitled  “ An  act  lor  the  relief 
of  James  Steele,”  approved  28lh  June,  1836. 

To  extend  the  time  for  selling  the  land  granted 
to  the  Kentucky  Asylum  for  teaching  the  deaf  and 
dumb. 

For  the  reliefof  Joseph  Neibert ; of  Samuel  Mil- 
ligan ; of  John  Hollingsworth  ; of  Win.  James 
Aarons;  of  Win.  Walker;  of  Joel  Chandler;  of 
James  A.  Williams;  of  Abraham  Woodall ; of  Neil 
iucNeil  ; of  Amos  Thompson  ; of  Solomon  Kptch- 
am  ; of  Anna  West;  of  Simeon  Smith;  of  Frede- 
rick Hill;  of  Christopher  Dennison;  of  Josiah 
Clarke  ; of  Thomas  West ; of  Brady  True  Jipson  ; 
ofDaniel  Rardon;  of  Charles  Coffin  : of  Seth  Whit- 
ney; of  Catharine  Rollins,  alias  C.  Mosely  ; of 
Primus  H ill,  alias  Trask;  of  James  McFarland; 
ol  Robert  Casey  ; of  Leonard  Loomis  ; of  Eli  East- 
man ; ol  Robert  Dickey,  of  New  York;  of  Samuel 
Sanderson;  of  Jesse  E.  Dow  ; of  Edward  Burgess ; 
of  John  McCarty,  deceased  ; of' Benjamin  H.  Mack- 
all ; of  James  J.  Pattison  ; ofDaniel  Davis;  of 
James  Baker  ; of  Joseph  Hall ; of  Jonathan  Davis  ; 
of  Albion  T.  Crow;  of  William  R.  Taylor,  admin- 
istrator ol  Jonathan  Taylor  ; of  the  legal  represen- 
tatives  of  Thos.  W.  B icot,  of  Charlestan,  S.  C.  ; of 
Allen  R.  Moore  ; of  Elias  Johns  ; of  James  McMa- 
hon ; of  Sarah  Murphy;  of  Abraham  Lansing;  of 
Thomas  J.  Law  ler  and  Smith  M.  Miles  ; of  John 
Krcpps  ; of  Presley  O.  Bannon  ; of  Francis  Gardi- 
ner; of  Benjamin  Mooers  ; of  Eli  Horton  ; ofjohn 
M.  Oliver;  of  Christopher  Clark  ; of  Philip  Mar 
shall,  for  himself  and  the  heirs  of  John  Marshall ; ol 
Curtis  Grubb;  of  John  B.  Perkins;  of  William 
Eadus  ; of  Hannah  Bublong  ; of  Rnbt  Peeblrsand 
John  Graham  ; of  the  adm’r  of  Edward  Duval;  of 
John  P.  Austin  and  Edward  N.  Naylor;  of  Alex- 
ander G.  Morgan;  of  Jonathan  Elliot;  ofjohn  Wil- 
son ; of  Doct.  David  H.  Maxwell ; of  Thomas  Ty- 
ner ft  nl ; of  Melancthon  T.  Woolsey  ; of  James 
L.  Kenner;  of  H.  W.  Russell ; ol  Freeman  Brady  ; 
of  William  Thorp;  of  James  Callan ; of  Hugh 
McDonald;  of  D.  W.  Haley;  ol  Anna  W.  John- 
son ; ol  Robert  Keyworth  ; of  Winthrop  Sears  ; of 
Moses  M rrill,  fisherman,  of  schooner  Fortune;  of 
Joseph  Deshields  ; of  Thomas  Cushing  ; of  Isaac 
Wellborn,  jr.  and  William  Wellborn  ; of  the  heirs, 
of  Nathan  Peter  and  William  Adams,  deceased  ; ofi 


James  Witherall;  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
Henry  Mor fit,  deceased  ; of  the  heirs  of  major  Petei 
Helpheiistein. 

Granting  a pension  to  David  Gilinore  ; of  captain 
Samuel  Warren  ; of  Michael  Cassel  ; ofjohn  Spit- 
fathom;  of  the  heirs  ol  lieutenant  Win.  Russwnrm, 
deceased;  of  Philip  Reviere  and  his  legal  represen- 
tatives; of  the  heirs  of  Dr.  Thomas  Carter,  deceas- 
ed; of  the  legal  representatives  of  Daniel  Duval, 
deceased;  of  Ann  S.  Heilman  ; of  Moses  Van  Cam- 
pen. 

TWENTY-FIFTH  CONGRESS. 

SECOND  SESSION SENATE. 

July  4.  The  Chair  communicated  to  the  senate  a 
report  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  contain- 
ing a statement  from  Mr.  Hassler  in  relation  to 
weights  and  measures.  Read  and  referred  to  the 
committee  on  commerce. 

Mr.  Clay  rose  to  present  a memorial,  which  was 
not  very  numerously  hut  very  respectably  signed 
by  the  citizens  ot  Westmoreland  county,  in  Vir- 
ginia. Mr.  C.  said  it  was  stated  that,  if  time  bad 
been  allowed,  nine-tenths  of  the  citizens  of  that 
county  would  have  signed  it.  Che  memorial  pro- 
tests against  the  adoption  of  the  sub-treasury  sys 
tern,  and  asks,  earnestly  asks,  that  a bank  of  the 
United  States  may  be  established.  The  memorial 
(Mr.  C.  said ) was  drawn  with  more  than  usual  acu 
men, .and  showed  that  the  signers  had  a full  knowl- 
edge of  all  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  such 
an  institution.  He  could  not  resist  (he  pleasure  of 
reading  a short  extract  to  the  senate: 

“A  national  bank  we  believe  to  be  the  only  true, 
proper,  certain,  safe,  efficient,  practical,  and  prac- 
ticable measure  to  remedy  the  distresses  of  the 
country,  and  to  supply  it  with  a permanent,  uni- 
form, and  universal  medium  of  circula'ion  and  ex- 
change. Its  efficiency  has  been  tried,  and  why 
should  we  doubt  il?  Experience  has  proved  its 
utility,  and  why  should  we  refuse  to  be  governed 
by  its  light?  And  our  distresses,  when  deprived  of 
it,  have  been  felt  from  one  extremity  of  the  union 
to  the  other.  Should  we  not  be  admonished  bv 
these  facts?  Should  we  obstinately  resist  the  in- 
fluence of  these  overwhelming  truths?” 

It  will  be  recollected  (said  Mr.  C.)  that  West 
morelanri  gave  birth  to  the  father  of  his  country, 
which  he  thought  entitled  it  to  more  than  ordinary 
respect.  Tlie  memoral  was  signed  bv  persons 
chiefly  agricultural,  and.  no  doubt,  would  have  be<  n 
sent  to  one  of  the  two  senators  from  that  state,  for 
whom  the  signers  entertained  great  respect:  but  as 
they  were  known  to  entertain  sentiments  not  very 
friendly  to  such  an  institution,  they  thought  it  best 
to  transmit  it  through  a different  organ.  He  would 
move  that  it  be  laid  on  the  table  and  printed,  which 
motion  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Rives,  from  the  committee  on  naval  affairs, 
reported  house  bill  for  the  relief  of  captain  John 
Downs,  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  from  the  committee  on 
public  lands,  report' d “the  bill  confirming  certain 
entries  of  public  lands;  permitted  to  be  made  by 
registers  and  receivers  of  land  districts,  under  the 
belief  th At  the  tract  had  been  offered  at  public  sale.” 
which  had  been  received  from  the  house  with 
amendments,  and  recommended  a concur: ence 
therein;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Wall  from  the  committee  on  the  library,  to 
whom  had  been  referred  a resolution  in  relation  to 
the  Madison  papers,  reported  the  same,  witn  an 
amendment,  which  was  adopted,  and  the  resolution 
ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

Mr.  White,  from  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs 
reported  the  bill  frorpthe  house  “to  repeal  a part  of 
the  second  section  of  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  pro- 
vide for  the  organization  of  the  department  of  In- 
dian affairs,” with  an  amendment.  On  this  bill 
and  amendment  a debate  ensued,  in  which  Messrs. 

While.  Lyon,  Tipton,  and  others,  took  part,  when 
the  bill  and  amendment  were  ordered  to  a third 
reai'in 

Mr.  Benton,  from  the  committee  on  military  af- 
fairs, to  whom  were  referred  Ihe  amendments  of  the 
house  to  the  bill  to  increase  the  present  military  es- 
tablishment of  the  United  States  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, reported  the  same,  and  recommended  a con- 
currence therein. 

Mr.  Pierce,  though  friendly  to  an  increase  of  the 
army,  was  decidedly  opposed  to  some  of  the  provi- 
sions of  the  hill,  and  addressed  the  senate  at  some 
length  denouncing  them  as  invidious,  unequal,  and 

unjust  to  officers  in  the  line,  and  partial  to  those  of  the  people  will  be  contented, 
the  staff.  chasprs  at  the  land  offices  he  satisfied  with  this?  Is 

Mr.  Crittenden  also  spoke  against  the  provisions,  it  right  to  expect  it?  Certainly,  sir.  this  is  not 
and  said  that  the  ordv  way  to  arrest  these'  abuses  | what  I proposed  for  them,  nor  what  I thought  their 
was  to  reject  the  bill  itself,  which  had  better  be  j interest  required. 

altogether  lost  than  that  such  injustice  should  be  j If  we  mean  to  maintain  fhe  principle  of  the  re- 
done. He  enumerated  at  length  thns»  abuses  ^hich  solution  of  1816 — if  we  mean  to  make  hank  notes 
appeared  to  hirn  most  glaring  in  their  effects.  I receivable  at  all,  why  should  we  embarrass  and 


Mr.  Benton  explained  the  merits  of  the  hill,  and 
contended  that  while  it  bore  on  its  face  a great  ap- 
parent increase  of  expenditure,  it  would  in  fact  be 
a means  ol  saving  to  Ihe  government. 

The  question  having  been  taken  on  concurring 
in  the  amendment  of  the  house  of  representatives, 
it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative;  when 

Mr.  Benton  obtained  leave,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, to  bring  in  a supplemental  bill;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  a second  reading,  as  follows: 

Be  it  enacted,  fyc.  That  the  act  to  which  this  is  a 
supplement  shall  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  ex- 
plained, limited,  and  modified  as  follows: 

Frst.  Nothing  contained  in  said  act  shall  be  so 
construed  as  to  allow  to  any  afficer  additional  ra- 
tions for  time  past,  commonly  called  back  rations. 

Second.  The  posts  at  which  chaplains  shall  be 
allowed  shall  be  limited  to  the  number  of  twenty, 
and  shall  be  fiist  approved  by  the  secretary  of  war, 
and  shall  be  confined  to  places  most  destitute  of  in- 
struction. 

Third.  That  so  much  of  said  act  as  requires  as- 
sistant quartermasters  to  be  separated  from  the  line, 
shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed, 

Fourth.  That  the  number  of  lieutenants  author- 
ized by  said  act  to  be  added  and  transferred  to  the 
ordnance  department  shall  be  limited  to  twelve. 

Fifth.  That  the  monthly  pay  of  a private  sol- 
dier, raised  by  said  act  to  eight  dollars,  shall  be 
limited  and  fixed  at  seven  dollars  a month;  one  dol- 
lar thereof  shall  be  retained,  as  provided  for  in  said 
act. 

Sixth.  That  no  compensation  shall  be  allowed 
to  officers  of  the  engineer  department  for  disburse- 
ments of  public  money,  while  superintending  pub- 
lic works. 

Seventh.  That  the  three  commissaries  of  sub- 
sistence, authorized  by  said  act,  shall  not  be  sepa- 
rated from  the  line  of  the  army. 

Eighth.  That  so  much  of  said  act  as  allows  one 
bundled  and  sixty  acres  of  land  to  soldiers  who 
shall  have  served  ten  consecutive  years,  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby  repealed. 

Mr.  Wright,  (hen  moved  that  the  senate  proceed 
to  consider  the.amendment  of  the  house  to  the  bill 
to  modify  the  last  clause  of  the  fifth  section  of  the 
deposite  act  of  the  23d  June,  1836,  w hen 

Mr.  Webster  said  he  should  concur  most  readily 
in  this  amendment  of  the  house.  It  gave  hirn  the 
truest  pleasure  to  learn  that  the  house  had  rejected 
the  second  section  of  Ihe  hill,  and  that  it  bad  done 
so  hyf  so  decisive  a majority.  The  house  had  thus 
arrested  the  surrender  of  ail  control  over  the  public 
treasure  to  the  executive.  It  had  interposed  its 
own  high  authority  in  a most  constitutional  and 
salutary  manner;  a manner  highlv  becoming  the 
representatives  of  a free  people.  For  all  this  (said 
Mr  W.)  I feel  highly  grateful;  and  at  this  result,  I 
think,  the  whole  country  may  be  justly  congratu- 
lated. 

We  hold  on  yet  to  the  true  doctrine,  and  the 
important  republican  principle  of  legislative  con- 
trol and  superintendence  of  the  public  money7;  and 
I hope,  sir,  we  shall  continue  to  hold  on.  And 
now,  sir,  as  to  what  remains  in  this  bill,  I think 
it  is  of  no  great  importance.  It  will  do  no  harm, 
and  some  good.  It  relieves  the  incapacity  of  being 
received  at  th°  treasury  from  bills  of  batiks  which 
have  issued  small  hills,  provided  such  banks  shall 
issue  no  sir c h small  bills  after  fhe  first  day  of  Oc- 
tober next.  This  time  is  much  too  short,  even  if 
it  were  judicious  to  fix  any  definite  time,  which  I 
do  not  think  it  is.  The  banks  generally  w ill  not  be 
able  to  discontinue  the  use  of  small  bills  within 
that  period;  nor  will  they  have  sufficient  induce- 
ment to  do  it.  The  inconvenience  will  fall,  not 
prinepallv  on  them,  but  on  the  people;  as  no  man 
w ill  be  able,  if  the  law  is  regarded,  to  pay  his  post- 
age account,  or  any  other  debt  dire  to  government, 
by  any  bank  notes  within  his  reach  or  command. 

This  bill,  therefore,  does  little,  very  little  indeed, 
to  remove  Ihe  evils  arid  inconveniences  which  are 
felt,  and  which  must  continue  to  be  felt. 

Then  again,  sir.  Temember  that  the  new  trea- 
sury7 circular  is  slill  in  force;  and  that  no  hank  note 
of  any  bank,  i T i t be  less  than  ‘ wen  tv  dollars,  can 
he  received  at  all.  This  greatly  impairs  the  ,.rivi- 
|pge  secured  by  the  resolution  of  1816.  At  the 
post  office  and  at  the  land  offices,  no  paper  less 
than  twenty  dollars  can  be  received.  I have  al- 
ready, again  and  again,  laid  this  before  the  view 
of  gentlemen.  I have  asked  them  if  they  are  con- 
tented with  this  state  of  things,  and  if  they  think 
Will  the  small  pur- 
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thwart  its  operation  by  rejecting  all  notes  under  so 
high  a sum  as  twenty  dollars?  Why  not  stop  at 
live  dollars,  the  point  at  which  the  state  banks  have 
arrived. 

However,  I have  addressed  the  senate  repeatedly 
on  this  part  of  the  subject  before;  and  the  people, 

I trust,  every  where,  will  understand  that  I,  and 
those  who  usually  act  with  me,  have  done  all  in 
our  power  to  give  to  them,  in  every  part  of  the 
country,  the  just  benefits  of  the  resolution  of  1816, 
without  unreasonable  embarrassment. 

One  word,  sir,  on  another  part  of  the  subject. 
This  bill  leaves  the  deposite  system  in  full  opera- 
tion in  some  places  and  some  states,  and  it  leaves 
it  impossible  to  be  adopted  in  other  states.  Our 
actual  system,  therefore,  will  be  wholly  unequal; 
it  w’ill  be  one  thing  in  one  part  of  the  country,  and 
another  thing  in  another  part. 

These  evils,  sir,  and  these  inequalities  cannot 
long  exist.  The  country  will  demand  their  remo- 
val. 

We  break  up  then,  sir,  with  no  sub-treasury  bill. 

We  break  up  with  no  special  deposite  bill. 

We  break  up  without  having  surrendered  to  the 
Executive  the  just  control  of  congress  over  the 
public  moneys. 

We  break  up,  having  abolished  the  specie  cir- 
cular. 

But  we  break  up,  nevertheless,  leaving  such 
provisions  of  law  in  existence,  and  such  a treasury 
circular  in  existence,  as  must,  in  my  opinion,  very 
seriously  embarrass  the  operations  of  business,  es- 
pecially in  particular  parts  of  the  country. 

And  we  break  up,  moreover,  without  having  done 
any  thing — any  thing  at  all — towards  establishing  a 
paper  currency,  equivalent  to  specie,  of  universal 
credit,  and  of  the  same  value  in  every  part  of  the 
country.  Till  we  establish  such  a currency  as  this, 
we  shall  not  have  performed  a high  and  important 
duty,  which,  in  my  opinion,  is  solemnly  binding  up- 
on us.  Till  we  do  this,  that  is  not  done  which  will 
effectually  satisfy  the  country.  Other  things  may 
be  palliatives,  but  that  thing  alone  can  constitute 
effectual  remedy  and  relief. 

I will  only  add,  sir,  because  I believe  it  is  true, 
that  if  a measure  calculated  to  carry  into  full  effect 
the  abolition  of  the  specie  circular — such  a measure 
as  I had  the  honor  to  propose  to  the  senate — could 
have  been  presented  in  a manner  to  be  acted  on, 
without  delay  or  embarrassment  to  the  popular 
branch  of  congress,  it  would  have  succeeded,  in  that 
branch,  by  a very  decided  majority.  The  publish- 
ed proceedings  of  that  body  sufficiently  show  this. 

Mr.  Norvell  rose  to  express  his  dissent  to  the  mo- 
tion to  concur  with  the  house  of  representatives  in 
striking  out  the  second  section  of  the  bill.  He 
could  not  consent  to  give  a vote  which  implied  the 
opinion  that  the  local  banks,  over  which  this  govern- 
ment had  no  control,  ought  to  be  the  depositories  of 
its  moneys,  and  of  the  revenues  of  the  nation,  and 
on  that  question  he  asked  the  yeas  and  nays.  Mr. 
N.  afterwards  withdrew  the  call. 

Mr,  Preston  renewed  the  call  for  the  yeas  and» 
nays.  He  desired  to  record  his  own  vote  at  least  on 
so  important  a measure. 

Mr.  Clay  said,  though  he  had  not  obtained  all  that 
was  desired,  he  should  vote  most  cordially  and  hear- 
tily for  the  amendment.  Without  it,  or  at  least  in 
the  shape  the  bill  was,  sent  from  the  senate,  it  left  all 
to  executive  discretion;  but,  as  it  then  was,  it  gave 
some  semblance  of  legal  control  over  the  subject. 

The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  taken,  there  ap- 
peared, for  concurring  29,  against  it  17— as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay,  of  Ken.,  Clayton, 
Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Davis,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hub- 
bard, Knight,  McKean,  Merrick,  Mouton,  Nicholas, 
Preston,  Rives,  Roane,  Robbins,  Robinson,  Rug- 
gles,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Inda.,  Southard,  Swift,  Tall- 
Biadge,  Tipton,  Webster,  White,  Wright — 29. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Clay,  of 
Ala.,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Niles,  Norvell, 
Pierce,  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Strange,  Trotter, 
Wall,  Williams,  Young— 17. 

The  bill  regulating  the  pay  and  emoluments  of 
brevet  officers  was  read  a third  time;  and  on  the 
question,  Shall  this  bill  pass? 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  that  he  had  as  high  an  opin- 
ion of  the  merits  of  gen.  Jones  as  any  man  could 
have,  and  that  if  the  senator  from  South  Carolina, 
who  had  the  bill  under  his  charge,  would  consent 
that  the  bill  should  be  so  amended  that  gen.  Jones 
should  receive  brevet  pay  from  and  after  the  pas- 
sage of  the  act,  it  should  receive  his  support;  but 
he  had  no  idea  of  giving  it  a retrospective  bearing. 

Mr.  Sevier  said  they  had  defeated  a bill  in  the 
senate  the  other  day  in  relation  to  the  same  matter 
—giving  brevet  pay  to  gen.  Macomb.  He  thought 
both  bjlls  should  share  the  same  fate;  and  he  there- 
fore moved  its  indefinate  postponement.  Some  ex- 
planations having  been  given  by  Mr.  Preston,  the 
fiootion  for  indefinate  postponement  was  withdrawn. 


Mr.  P.  went  into  a long  explanation  of  the  services 
of  gen.  Jones,  and  the  claims  his  gallantry  had  up- 
on his  country.  He  said,  however,  that  he  would 
not  object  to  the  suggestion  of  the  senator  from 
Pennsylvania,  on  the  old  principle  that  half  a loaf 
was  better  than  no  bread. 

Mr.  Lyon  renewed  the  motion  for  indefinite  post- 
ponement; and  the  question  was  taken  by  yeas  and 
nays,  and  lost;  14  voting  for  it,  and  21  against  it. 

The  bill  was  then  passed  by  a vote  of  21  yeas,  to 
16  nays. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cl.ay,  of  Ala.,  the  title  of  the 
bill  was  so  amended  as  to  read  “An  act  to  regulate 
the  pay  of  the  adjutant  general  when  a brevet  offi- 
cer.” 

The  bills  mentioned  in  our  last  as  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  were  severally  read  a third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  resolution  for  the  printing  of  the  Madison 
papers  was  read  a third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Buchanan,  from  the  committee  on  foreign  re- 
lations, presented  a report  from  that  committee  of 
considerable  length,  in  which  they  unanimously  re- 
commend to  the  senate  the  adoption  of  the  follow- 
ing resolutions: 

Resolved,  That,  after  a careful  examination  and 
deliberate  consideration  of  the  whole  controversy 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  rela- 
tive to  the  northeastern  boundary  of  the  former,  the 
senate  does  not  entertain  a doubt  of  the  entire 
practicability  of  running  and  marking  that  bounda- 
ry in  strict  conformity  with  the  stipulations  of  the 
definitive  treaty  of  peace  of  seventeen  hundred  and 
eighty  three  ; and  entertain  a perfect  conviction  of 
the  justice  and  validity  of  the  title  of  the  United 
States  to  the  full  extent  of  all  the  territory  in  dis- 
pute between  the  two  powers. 

Resolved,  further,  That,  considering  that  more 
than  half  a century  has  elapsed  since  the  conclu- 
sion of  that  treaty;  considering  the  extraordinary 
delay  which  has  hitherto  marked  the  negotiations 
and  proceedings  of  the  government  of  the  two 
countries,  in  their  endeavor  amicably  to  settle  the 
controversy  ; and  considering  the  danger  of  mutual 
irritation  and  collisions  upon  the  border  of  kindred 
and  friendly  nations  from  further  procrastination, 
the  senate  cannot  forbear  to  express  an  earnest  de- 
sire that  the  pending  negotiation  should  be  brought 
to  a close,  and  the  final  decision  of  the  dispute  be 
made  as  early  as  practicable. 

Resolved,  That,  as  it  would  be  inexpedient  tor 
the  United  States  to  proceed,  upon  their  separate 
authority,  to  survey  and  mark  the  northeastern 
boundary,  until  all  reasonable  means  of  effecting 
that  object  by  the  consent  and  concurrence  of  both 
parties  shall  have  been  exhausted,  the  “ bill  to  pro- 
vide-for  surveying  the  northeastern  boundary  line 
of  the  United  Stales  according  to  the  treaty  of 
seventeen  hundred  and  eighty-three”  ought  not  to 
pass ; and  it  is  therefore  ordered  that  it  be  laid  upon 
the  table. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  rose  to  say  that  he  had 
been  very  anxious  that  the  report  should  be  read 
and  weighed,  with  all  the  attention  and  considera- 
tion belonging  to  so  grave  and  important  a subject ; 
that  he  would  take  the  opportunity  to  say,  while  he 
w'as  up,  that  the  question  had  been  most  deliberately 
and  carefully  examined  in  the  committee  ; that  the 
report,  which  was  the  work  of  the  chairman,  was 
prepared  with  very  great  ability;  that  much  labor 
had  been  devoted  to  it,  in  the  short  space  that  had 
been  allowed,  and  which  was  the  more  creditable 
to  its  author,  amid  his  other  various  and  pressing- 
duties;  and  that  it  was  well  calculated  to  advance 
his  high  character  before  the  country. 

He  was  anxious,  he  said,  to  take  the  sense  of  the 
senate  upon  the  subjectof  the  resolutions  which 
were  recommended,  with  as  little  delay  as  was  pos- 
sible. 

Mr.  Tallmadge  followed,  and  observed  that,  as  a 
member  of  the  committee  on  foreign  relations,  he 
had  carefully  and  attentively  examined  the  subject 
of  the  report,  and  that  he  concurred  entirely  with 
the  senator  from  Kentucky  as  to  the  talent  and 
ability  with  which  it  was  drawn  up,  and  the  man- 
ner in  which  it  presented  the  great  question.  If, 
unhappily,  (said  Mr.  T.)  at  any  time  hereafter,  any 
collision  should  arise  betw-een  the  two  countries, 
which  he  hoped  most  sincerely  would  be  avoided, 
it  was  very  important,  in  his  view,  that  the  people 
of  the  country  should  understand  the  merits  of  the 
controversy.  They  were  set  forth  in  that  report  in 
a condensed,  and,  at  the  same  time,  sufficiently 
complete  and  ample  manner  to  enable  them  fully  to 
comprehend  and  understand  it.  The  report  ought, 
therefore,  to  be  widely  and  extensively  circulated. 
It  was  calculated  to  unite  and  concentrate  the  sen- 
timent of  the  country,  if  that  occasion,  which  he 
earnestly  deprecated,  should  ever  arise.  He  should, 
therefore,  move  for  the  printing  of  an  extra  number 
of  copies,  the  largest  that  should  be  thought  proper; 


and  he  therefore  moved  for  the  printing  of  10,000 
extra  copies  ; which,  afterwards,  at  the  suggestion 
of  Mr.  Williams,  supported  by  other  gentlemen,  he 
increased  to  20,000. 

Mr.  Rives  also  expressed  his  cordial  and  entire 
concurrence  in  the  remarks  which  had  been  made 
by  his  colleagues  on  the  committee.  The  report 
was  drawn  with  distinguished  ability,  clearness, 
and  force.  The  argument  on  both  sides  was  fairly 
represented,  and  the  paper  would  compare,  to  great 
advantage,  with  whatever  had  been  written,  that 
he  had  seen,  upon  the  subject.  It  was  very  impor- 
tant that  the  merits  of  the  question  should  be 
made  familiar  to  the  American  mind;  and  no  do- 
cument, he  conceived,  was  better  calculated  to  en- 
lighten and  conduct  it  to  sound  conclusions.  He 
should  vote,  therefore,  with  the  greatest  pleasure 
for  the  number  of  copies  proposed  by  the  gentleman 
from  New-York,  and  for  the  highest  number,  in- 
deed, any  senator  might  deem  it  expedient  to  have 
published. 

Mr.  Williams  said,  the  great  importance  of  the 
question,  and  the  able  manner  in  which  it  was 
treated,  and  our  right  maintained  in  the  report  now 
made,  induce  me  to  desire  that  a larger  number  than 
that  proposed  by  the  senator  from  New-York 
should  be  printed.  Every  one  must  see  that  im- 
portant results  may  grow  out  of  the  report  and  reso- 
lutions now  adopted  ; and  it  is  very  desirable  that 
as  many  of  our  citizens  as  can  be  induced  to  look 
at  the  question  should  have  the  means  at  hand  of 
understanding  it,  and  of  being  convinced  that  we 
are  claiming  our  right,  and  nothing  more.  This 
report,  coming  from  the  committee  on  foreign  rela- 
tions, and  from  senators  possessing  the  confidence 
of  the  nation,  must  carry  conviction  to  the  mind  of 
every  man  who  will  read  it,  and,  therefore,  I would 
ask  that  twenty  thousand  copies  may  be  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  Mien  said : I shall  vote  for  the  printing  of 
the  largest  number  of  this  report.  It  cannot  be 
disguised  that  this  controversy  has  already  assumed 
a very  imposing  aspect;  so  much  so,  indeed,  as  to 
render  it  more  than  possible  that  the  united  ener- 
gies of  this  people  may  be  required  in  its  future 
adjustment;  and  yet  so  exclusively  local  has  the 
question  been  hitherto  considered,  that  its  discus- 
sion has  excited  public  attention  in  no  other  quarter 
of  the  union  than  that  more  immediately  interested 
in  it.  It  has  not,  therefore,  as  yet,  penetrated  the 
interior  of  the  country,  or  caught  the  attention  of 
the  great  body  of  the  American  people.  This  state 
of  things  can  no  longer  exist.  The  controversy 
has  now  taken  a form  that  must  interest,  in  its  set- 
tlement, every  citizen  of  the  republic.  I have 
heard,  with  deep  attention,  the  discussion  in  the 
senate,  and  I can  sincerely  declare,  that,  in  my 
judgment,  no  proposition  was  ever  more  free  from 
embarrassment,  or  title  better  established,  than  is 
that  of  the  state  of  Maine  to  every  inch  of  the  ter- 
ritory she  claims.  Inasmuch,  therefore,  as  this 
controversy  with  Great  Britain  has  assumed  an  as- 
pect by  no  means  auspicious  to  the  future  harmony 
of  the  two  nations,  I am  for  placing  before  our 
countrymen  this  report  as  evidence  of  the  justice 
of  our  claims,  and  of  the  position  which  our  gov- 
ernment has  taken,  in  order  that  the  public  judg- 
ment, and  with  it  the  public  energies  of  the  nation, 
maybe  concentrated  in  support  of  that  claim,  in 
any  emergency  to  which  its  adjustment  may  give 
rise.  With  this  view,  l shall  vote  for  the  printing 
of  the.  largest  number. 

Mr.  Clay  said  that,  among  other  considerations 
which  operated  with  him,  he  confessed  that  he 
wished  the  subject  to  be  acted  on  this  day.  (Mr. 
C.  was  understood  to  allude  to  its  being  4th  of 
July.)  As  he  advanced  in  life,  he  acknowledged 
the  influence  of  feelings  and  sentiments  which 
might  be  regarded  as  bordering  on  superstition. 
There  was,  at  all  events,  it  appeared  to  him,  pecu- 
liar fitness  in  resolving,  on  the  4th  of  July,  183S, 
to  maintaining  the  integrity  and  inviolability  of  the 
old  thirteen  United  States,  whose  independence 
was  proclaimed  on  that  memorable  day. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  adoption  of  the 
resolutions  reported  by  the  committee,  and  they 
were  agreed  to  nem.  con.;  and,  on  motion,  twenty 
thousand  additional  copies  of  the  report  and  resolu- 
tions were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

July  5.  Mr.  Webster  presented  a memorial  very 
numerously  signed  on  the  subject  of  the  explosions 
of  steamboat  boilers. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Roane,  the  senate  concurred 
in  the  amendment  of  the  house  to  the  bill  to  estab- 
lish a criminal  court  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Tipton,  from  the  committee  on  conference  of 
the  two  houses  on  their  disagreeing  votes  in  relation 
to  certain  amendments  of  the  house  to  the  senate 
bill  making  appropriations  for  certain  roads  in  Wis- 
consin, made  a report  from  that  committee,  advising 
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the  senate  to  concur  in  all  the  amendments  of  the 
house  except  the  fifth,  and  in  that  also  when  modi- 
fied as  proposed  by  the  committee. 

The  senate  accordingly  concurred  in  this  report 
of  the  joint  committee. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  house  to  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  bet- 
ter security  of  the  lives  and  property  of  persons 
on  board  vessels  propelled  wholly  or  in  part  by 
steam. 

Mr.  Grundy  slated  that  the  special  committee  who 
framed  this  bill  had  examined  these  amendments 
with  great  Care,  and  regarded  them,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  last,  as  an  evident  improvement  of 
the  bill,  and  taking  them  all  together,  they  deemed 
it  best  for  the  senate  to  concur  in  them  all. 

Mr.  Clayton,  objected  to  the  last  amendment  of 
the  house,  that,  after  the  owners  of  the  boats  had 
complied  with  all  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  they 
Were  still  made  responsible  for  the  acts  of  others, 
over  which  they  had  no  immediate  conlrol.  This 
involved  a principle  which  Mr.  C.  could  not  ap- 
prove. 

Mr.  Webster  was  understood  to  argue  that  the 
great  and  numerous  disasters  on  board  steamboats 
were  not  owing  to  any  necessary  danger  attending 
the  use  of  steam.  Any  one, he  said,  might  be  satis- 
fied of  this  who  would  look  at  the  steam  engine  as 
used  for  other  purposes,  in  mines,  on  railroads,  and 
in  manufactories.  How  did  it  happen  that  in  all 
these  cases  the  use  of  steam  was  so  much  more  in- 
nocent than  on  board  Steamboats?  If  such  explo- 
sions should  take  place  in  the  manufactories  of 
England,  what  would  be  the  consequences?  Thou- 
sands ot  lives  almost  would  be  lost  at  a single  ex- 
plosion. The  causes  of  steamboat  disasters  were 
to  be  found  in  the  nature  of  the  service  in  which 
steam  was  employed,  which  had  led  to  mad  compe- 
tition and  criminal  negligence.  A preventive  law, 
therefore,  must  apply  itself  to  these  proximate 
causes,  which  were  to  be  found  either  in  the  insuf- 
ficiency of  the  boat  itself,  the  insufficient  thickness 
of  the  metal  of  the  boilers,  which  were  a great  deal 
thinner  than  in  England,  in  the  criminal  desire  of 
competition,  or  in  the  criminal  negligence  which 
now  often  occurred,  and  which  was,  "in  effect,  so 
disastrous  that  it  would  render  useless  all  possible 
inventions  beforehand  to  prevent  explosions. 

What  was  the  remedy  for  such  negligence?  It 
must  be  looked  for  to  the  owners  of  steamboats, 
and  no  doubt  they  were  individually  responsible,  in 
a civil  point  ot  view,  for  every  loss  by  such  disas- 
ters. It  would  iall  on  the  owners  of  the  boats  by 
the  principles  of  the  common  law;  and  had  Mr.  W. 
been  present  when  the  bill  was  at  the  proper  stage, 
he  would  have  proposed  to  modify  it  accordingly. 
It  wa3  the  English  rule,  and  Mr.  W.  thought  it  the 
true  one,  that  is,  civilly,  that  whenever,  byasteam- 
boat  explosion,  persons  or  property  were  injured, 
the  losers  or  injured  persons  were  entitled  to  re- 
cover of  the  owners,  and  the  fact  of  an  explosion 
was  taken  as  prima  facie  evidence  of  carelessness. 
If  congress  did  not  come  to  this,  they  would  have 
done  nothing.  If  there  had  now  been  time,  Mr. 
W.  would  have  proposed  that  the  fact  of  an  explo- 
sion should  make  the  owners  responsible  for  dam- 
age and  loss.  But  it  was  better  to  retain  the  last 
amendment  of  the  house  than  nothing;  and  if  the 
senator  from  Delaware  would  let  that  now  pass, 
Mr.  W.  would  at  the  next  session  be  ready  to  unite 
with  him  in  making  further  provisions. 

Mr.  Clayton  said  the  senator  seemed  not  to  be 
aware  that  the  bill,  as  it  was,  was  pretty  much  as 
Mr.  W.  proposed,  holding  the  owners  civilly  re- 
sponsible. Mr.  Webster  said  he  knew  if;  but  there 
was  no  adequate  provision  for  obtaining  proof. 
Mr.  Smith,,  of  Indiana,  said  congress  never  could 
do  any  thing  on  this  subject  till  they  had  touched 
the  question  of  nroof;  and  he  had  before  expressed 
his  opinion  to  that  effect.  Mr.  S.  then  and  now 
was  in  favor  ol  making  an  explosion  prima  facie 
evidence  of  negligence,  throwing  it  on  the  oppo- 
site side  to  show  that  it  had  not  occurred  by  negli- 
gence. He  hoped  this  bill  would  pass,  as  it  might 
have  some  effect  in  terrorem , though  he  doubted 
whether  it  would  have  any  adequate  effect. 

Again,  Mr.  S.  had  before  argued,  and  he  still  in- 
sisted, that  there  ought  to  be  some  penalty  provided 
for  the  incipient  stages  of  steamboat  disasters,  such 
as  excess  of  speed  of  steamboat  racing.  But  he 
would  at  present  concur  in  the  amendments,  ho- 
ping the  bill  would  have  some  small  elfect  ad  terro- 
rem. 

Mr.  Roane  expressed  a doubt  whether  congress 
had  a right  to  all  the  jurisdiction  claimed  by  the 
bill.  Their  power,  he  argued,  extended  only  to 
cases  of  intercourse  with  foreign  nations,  and  be- 
tween the  several  states.  He  therefore  moved  to 
add  to  the  amendments  of  the  house  a provision 
that  this  bill  should  take  effect  in  no  case  of  steam- 
boats navigating  wholly  within  the  limits  of  a sin- 


gle state.  This  motion  was  negatived  without  a 
division. 

Mr.  Webster  now  moved  to  strike  out  the  last 
amendment  of  the  house,  and  insert  a provision 
making  an  explosion  or  other  disaster  full  prima 
facie  evidence  of  negligence,  sufficient  for  convic- 
tion unless  disproved.  After  a few  remarks  by 
Messrs.  Grundy  and  Webster,  this  amendment  was 
agreed  to,  the  senate  concurred  in  the  amendments 
of  the  house  so  amended,  and  the  bill  was  sent  back 
to  the  house. 

Several  bills  from  the  house  were  read  twice  and 
referred. 

Mr.  Davis  from  the  committee  on  commerce,  re- 
ported a bill  to  regulate  the  sale  of  wrecked  proper- 
ty within  the  collection  district  of  Key  West.  Mr. 
D.  said  he  did  not  expect  this  bill  to  pass  at  the 
present  session;  but  he  asked  that  it  might  be  read, 
laid  on  the  table,  and  printed,  for  consideration  at 
the  ensuing  session,  and  it  was  ordered  accord- 
ingly. 

The  bill  to  repeal  the  second  section  of  the  act 
to  provide  for  the  organization  of  the  department 
of  Indian  affairs,  &c.  was  read  a third  time  and 
passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Merrick,  the  bill  authorizing  a 
test  of  the  steam  engine  of  an  individual,  made 
without  a hoiler,  was  taken  up,  amended,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Ruggles,  so  as  to  extend  to  any  engine 
without  a boiler,  and,  so  amended,  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rives,  the  bill  to  establish  and 
regulate  navy  rations  and  for  other  purposes  was 
taken  up,  (Ayes  17,  noesll,)  discussed  at  much 
length  by  Messrs.  Southard,  Crittenden,  Buchanan, 
Benton,  Bayard,  and  Niles,  (chiefly  on  the  ques- 
tion of  the  compensation  of  pursers,)  and,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Niles,  filially  laid  on  the  table:  Ayes 
IS,  noes  14. 

The  bill  in  regard  to  the  patent  office  was  taken 
up,  discussed  at  much  length  on  various  points  by 
Messrs.  Ruggles , Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Davis,  Clay, 
of  Alabama,  and  Sevier,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Sevier,  finally  laid  on  the  table. 

The  following  bills  were  considered,  ordered  to  a 
third  reading,  and,  by  consent,  subsequently  read 
a third  time,  and  passed: 

The  bill  to  regulate  the  pay  of  masters  in  the 
navy. 

The  bill  directing  the  investment  of  certain 
funds  belonging  to  Indian  tribes  in  state  stocks,  &c. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  John  Bra- 
han,  late  of  Huntsville. 

The  bill  exempting  from  duty  the  coal  which 
may  be  on  board  steamboats  or  vessels  propelled 
by  steam,  on  their  arrival  at  any  port  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Hubbard  offered  a resolution  that,  at  the 
second  session  of  each  congress,  the  senate  should 
proceed  with  their  calendar  of  private  bills  (origin- 
ating in  the  senate)  of  the  preceding  session,  in 
the  same  manner  as  if  there  had  been  no  recess. 
Laid  on  the  table,  after  a brief  debate. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Baron  de 
Kalb  wgs  considered,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  and  subsequently  read  a third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  or  representa- 
tive of  Joseph  Morris,  (understood  to  be  a claim 
for  seven  years’  half  pay  to  a child  of  .the  widow  of 
Mr.  Morris,  by  another  and  subsequent  husband,) 
was  much  discussed,  and  laid  over  to  the  next  ses- 
sion, on  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky. 

The  bills  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Hanks  and  of 
Alfred  Westall, 

And  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  late  bill  to  in- 
crease the  array  of  the  United  States,  were  severally 
considered,  ordered  to  a third  reading,  and,  by  con- 
sent, read  a third  time,  and  passed. 

The  senate  adjourned,  after  an  executive  session. 

July  6.  After  the  reading  of  the  journal, 

Mr.  Davis  rose  and  said  that  he  was  necessarily 
absent  for  a very  short  time,  and,  while  out  of  the 
chamber,  the  vote  was  taken  upon  several  resolu- 
tions then  reported  by  the  committee  on  foreign  af- 
fairs respecting  the  norlh-eastern  boundary  line  of 
the  United  States.  Mr.  D.  said  he  supposed  the  re- 
port would  be  made  in  the  course  of  the  day;  but 
he  had  no  anticipation  that  they  would  be  called  up 
at  that  lime.  In  the  journal  of  the  senate  it  was 
stated  that  the  vote  in  favor  of  the  resolution  was 
unanimous.  Though  the  yeas  and  nays  hacLnot 
been  taken,  it  was  called  a unanimous  vote  on  the 
journal,  from  which  it  could  not  be  known  whether 
Mr.  D.  was  in  favor  of  the  resolution  or  not. 

The  course  which  Mr.  D.  had  pursued  on  this 
subject  wras  well  known  to  the  senate  and  the  coun- 
try. He  had  advocated  the  introduction  of  the  bill 
for  the  survey  of  the  boundary,  moved  by  the  sena- 
tor fioin  Maine,  and  urged  its  passage,  though  the 
committee  had  come  to  a different  conclusion.  Mr. 


D.  would  now  observe,  that  he  had  heard  the  report 
of  the  committee  on  thi3  subject  read,  and  on  the 
great  question  of  the  national  right  he  fully  concur- 
red with  it,  and  considered  it  a very  able  and  con- 
clusive argument,  honorable  to  the  gentlemen  who 
drew  it  up.  Mr.  D.  also  concurred  in  the  first  and 
second  resolutions,  but  not  in  the  last  deciding 
against  the  passage  of  the  bill.  Mr.  D.  now  wished 
to  put  himself  right,  by  appearing  consistent  with 
himself  while  his  opionions  remained  unchanged, 
and  let  his  constituents  understand  that  he  was  not 
included  in  the  vote  in  favor  of  the  last  resolution, 
postponing  the  bill,  and  called  unanimous. 

Mr.  Davis,  from  the  committee  on  commerce,  re- 
ported a joint  resolution  directing  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  to  cause  to  be  made,  under  the  super- 
intendence of  Mr.  Hassler,  one  standard  balance 
for  each  of  the  several  states,  and  to  cause  them  to 
be  delivered  to  the  respective  governors,  for  the  use 
of  the  respective  states. 

Mr.  D.  stated  that  congress  directed,  by  a joint 
resolution  in  1836,  that  a set  of  weights  and  mea- 
sures should  be  made,  as  a standard  for  each  of  the 
states;  and  they  had  mostly  been  prepared,  and 
were  nearly  ready  for  distribution;  and  what  Mr. 
D.  now ’desired  was,  that  a sufficient  number  of 
standard  balances  should  go  with  the  weights,  so 
that  each  state  should  have  a standard  balance. 

The  resolution,  by  consent,  was  carried  through 
its  primary  stages,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a third  reading. 

The  Chair  presented  a communication  from  the 
treasury  department,  in  pursuance  of  a senate  re- 
solution of  7th  February  last,  showing  what  money 
had  been  lost  by  the  failure  to  pay  duty  bonds,  from 
March,  1835,  to  January,  1838.  Laid  on  the  ta- 
ble, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Hubbard,  Mr.  Pierce,  and  Mr.  Wall,  report- 
ed a variety  of  private  bills  from  committees  re- 
ferred to  them. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Southard,  the  commmittee  on 
naval  affairs  were  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  a number  of  private  memorials. 

Mr.  Hubbard  asked  the  unanimous  consent  of  the 
senate  to  introduce  a joint  resolution  providing  that 
the  banks  of  the  District  of  Columbia  should  not  be 
required  to  redeem  their  five  dollar  notes  before  the 
1st  of  December  next,  any  law  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding, unless  the  banks  in  the  adjoining 
states  should  resume  before  that  time. 

Mr.  Mien  objecting,  the  resolution  could  not  be 
received. 

Mr.  Davis,  from  the  committee  on  commerce,  re- 
ported the  bill  from  the  house  referred  to  them, 
making  provision  for  the  improvement  of  harbors 
and  the  removal  of  obstructions  at  the  mouths  of 
certain  rivers,  for  1838,  with  amendments,  the  chief 
of  which  were  the  striking  out  of  the  $70,000  for 
Red  river,  and  inserting  an  appropriation  for  the 
benefit  of  Buffalo,  New  York. 

Mr.  D.  asked  that  the  amendments  might  forth- 
with be  considered,  but  this  being  objected  to  for 
the  want  of  a certain  document,  the  bill  was  for  the 
present  laid  on  the  table. 

A conversation  of  considerable  length,  by  a large 
number  of  senators,  here  occurred  on  the  question 
whether  this  day  was  to  be  regarded  as  one  of  the 
three  last  days  of  the  session,  in  which,  by  the  16th 
joint  rule,  bills,  he.  could  not  pass  between  the 
two  houses.  It  appeared  to  be  the  almost  unani- 
mous opinion  of  those  who  spoke,  and  it  was  also 
the  decision  of  the  chair,  that  Sunday  is  not  to  be 
regarded  as  one  of  the  legislative  days,  except  on 
extraordinary  occasions,  such  as  did  not  now  exist, 
and,  therefore,  this  was  to  be  deemed  one  of  the 
three  last  days  of  the  session. 

Mr.  Norvell,  in  conclusion,  moved  to  suspend  for 
this  day  the  16th  joint  rule  in  question.  Negatived: 
yeas  13,  nays  23.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  la., 
(before  made  and  laid  on  the  table,)  the  vote  reject- 
ing the  bill  to  establish  a new  judicial  district  in 
Florida  was  reconsidered,  and  the  bill  passed  with- 
out debate. 

The  following  bills  from  the  house  were  consid- 
ered and  rejected:  The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
owners  of  the  schooner  Three  Brothers.  The  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Squier  Stearns.  The  bill  to  provide 
for  the  construction  of  the  Cumberland  road  through 
Salem  and  Lewisburg,  Ohio.  Laid  on  the  table. 
The  following  bills  from  the  house  were  consider- 
ed and  ordered  to  a third  reading:  The  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Samuel  Potter  and  James  Cassidy.  For  the 
relief  of  Richard  Frisby . For  the  relief  of  A.  Quar- 
tier  and  Albert,  of  New  Orleans.  The  senate  took 
up  the  bill  from  the  house  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 
representatives  of  Nimrod  Farrow  and  Richard 
Harris. 

This  bill  was  founded  on  a contract  by  the  gov- 
ernment with  the  original  claimants,  to  erect  a'fbrt 
on  Dauphin  island,  the  erection  of  which  w-as  dis- 
continued on  the  purchase  of  Florida;  and  the  con« 
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tractors  applying  for  damages,  the  case  was  refer- 
red to  three  special  commissioners,  Messrs.  Gra- 
tiot, Thornton,  and  another,  who  reported  in  favor 
of  paying  the  claimants  $131,000.  This  bill  pro- 
posed to  allow  them  only  $33,000,  and  an  amend 
went  from  the  senate  committee  further  stipulated 
that  payments  from  this  sum  should  first  be  made  to 
the  various  sub- contractors.  The  question,  there- 
fore, was,  whether  the  government  should  adjudi- 
cate between  the  principal  and  sub-contractors,  or 
whether  this  was  not  the  more  appropriate  business 
of  the  judicial  tribunals. 

Ttiis  question  was  discussed  at  much  length  by 
Messrs.  Rives,  Young,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard, 
Roane,  Sevier,  Crittenden,  and  Tallmadge,  and.  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Sevier,  the  bill  was  laid  on  the'  table 
by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buch- 
anan, Clay,  of  Ala.,  Clayton,  Cuthb-  rt,  Fulion, 
Hubbard,  King,  Lumpkin,  Nicholas,  Nil  s,  Robin 
sou,  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Strange,  Tallmadge, 
Tipton,  Wall,  Williams,  Young — 21. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay,  of  Kentucky, 
Crittenden,  Merrick,  Mouton,  Preston,  Rives, 
Roane,  Southard,  Trotter,  Webster,  White — 12. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  from 
the  house  to  establish  certain  post  routes,  and  dis- 
continue others. 

Various  amendments  from  the  senate  committee 
were  considered,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  moved  to  strike  out  the 
second  section  of  the  bill,  which  provided  for  a 
sp  'edy  suppression  ofthp  express  mail;  and  in  sup- 
port of  Ibis  motion,  in  addition  to  his  own  remarks, 
gave  a summary  of  a paper  which  he  had  received 
from  the  department,  in  favor  of  continuing  the  ex- 
press mail. 

Mr.  Crittenden  having  briefly  opposed  the  mo- 
tion, it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative  (that  is,  to 
continue  the  express  mail)  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Clay,  oi 
Ala.,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  King,  Lumpkin,  Lyon, 
Mouton,  Nicholas.  Niles,  Norvell,  Preston,  Robin 
son,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Strange,  Wright 
—19. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis, 
Merrick,  Pierce,  Roane,  Ruggles,  Smith,  of  Indi- 
ana. Southard,  Wall,  White,  Williams,  Young — 13. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hubbard,  the'  senate  resolved 
to  take  a recess  to-day  and  to-morrow,  from  half 
past  two  o’clock  till  half  past  four. 

The  senate  now  took  a recess  accordingly. 

EVENING  SESSION. 

Mr.  Da. vis  moved  to  take  up  the  harbor  bill  re- 
ported by  him  this  morning  from  the  committee  on 
commerce,  with  several  amend  uents.  This  mo- 
tion, b ing  opposed,  was  carried  in  the  affirma- 
tive, as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Clayton,  Crittenden, 
Divis,  Lyon,  Merrick,  Niles,  Norvell,  Robbins, 
Sevier,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Tallmadge, 
Tipton.  Webster,  Williams,  Wright — 17. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Brown,  Clay,  of  Ala.,  Fulton, 
King,  Lumpkin,  Nicholas,  Pierce,  Preston,  Trot- 
ter, Wall,  White — 11. 

Mr.  Davis  gave  a brief  and  chiefly  general  ex 
planation  of  the  bill,  stating  that  it  was  founded  on 
reco  mnendations  and  estimates  from  the  depart- 
ments; that  the  works  contemplated  had  all  been 
begun,  the  bill  merely'  aiming  to  prevent  damage 
and  loss;  and  that  $1,-400,000,  were  appropriated  in 
all,  $922,000  for  western,  and  $538,000  for  allan- 
tic works. 

The  appropriation  for  Red  river  having  been  re- 
duced, on  motion  of  Mr.  Sevier,  from  $70,000  to 
$5,000,  and  then  stricken  out  wholly,  by  ayes  19, 
noes  not  counted,  Mr.  Preston  spoke  earnestly 
against  the  whole  bill,  as  inexpedient  and  extrava- 
gant under  the  depressed  circumstances  of  the 
country,  and  moved  that  it  be  indefinitely  postponed. 
Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  also  opposed  the  bill  at 
length,  chiefly  on  grounds  of  economy  under  exist- 
ing circumstances. 

Mr.  D rvis  replied,  and  spoke  earnestly  in  favor 
of  the  bill.  Mr.  Norvell  also  spoke  in  favor  of  the 
bill.  Mr.  Preston  again  spoke  at  length  against  the 
bill  Mr.  Buchanan  urged  action  on  the  bill  without 
further  debate,  and  said  he  should  at  first  vote 
against  its  indefinite  postponement,  and  then,  if 
the  friends  of  the  bill  should  protract  the  debate,  he 
should,  on  a second  trial,  vote  for  its  indefinite  post- 
ponement. 

Mr.  Wright  also  urged  action  on  the  bill  without 
d°lav.  Mr.  Preston  spoke  further  in  opposition  to 
the  bill. 

The  question  was  now  put  on  the  indefinite  post- 
ponement of  the  bill,  and  decided  in  the  ngative,  as 
follows.  

YEAS — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown.  Clay,  of  Alaba- 
ma, Crittenden,  King,  Lumpkin,  Mouton,  Nicho- 


las, Niles,  Pierce,  Preston,  Rives,  Smith,  of  Con- 
necticut, Slrange,  Trotter,  Wall,  White — 18. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard.  Buchanan.  Clay, 
of  Kentucky,  Davis,  Fulion,  Hubbard,  Merrick, 
Norvell,  Robbins.  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Indi- 
anan Southard,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Webster,  Wil- 
liams, Wright,  Young — 21. 

The  next  amendment  from  the  committee  was  an 
appropriation  of  $48,000  for  a sea-wall  to  Butfalo 
harbor. 

Mr.  Benton  opposed  the  whole  bill.  Mr.  Tall- 
madge, Mr.  Davis,  and  Mr.  Webster,  described  the 
circumstances  which  made  a pressing  demand  for 
this  appropriation,  and  advocated  its  adoption. 

This  amendment  was  then  rejected  by  the  fol- 
lowing vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay,  of  Kentucky, 
Ciayton,  Davis,  Lyon,  Merrick,  Norvell,  Robbins, 
Ruggles,  Sevier.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard, 
Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Wall,  Webster,  Wright — 17. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Al!-n,  Benton.  Brown,  Buch- 
anan, Clay,  of  Ala..  Crittenden,  Hubbard,  King, 
Lumpkin,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Pierce,  Pres- 
ton, Rives,  Roane,  Strange,  Trotter,  White,  Wil- 
liams, Young — 21. 

Mr.  Wright,  having  offered  several  minor  amend- 
ments, which  were  agreed  to,  moved  to  strike  out 
the  $20,000  for  the  improvement  of  the  Cumber- 
land, above  Nashville. 

This  motion  was  strongly  opposed  by  Mr.  Clay, 
of  Kentucky,  and  Mr.  Crittenden;  but  it  was  carri- 
ed in  the  affirmative  by  the  lolloping  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Bucha- 
nan, Clay,  of  Alabama,  Hubbard,  King,  Lyon,  Ni- 
cholas, Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Rives,  Roane, 
Strange,  Trotter,  Wall,  White,  Williams,  Wright 
—20. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay,  of  Kentucky, 
Clayton.  Crittenden,  Davis,  Fulton,  Merrick,  Pres- 
ton. Robbins,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard, 
Tipton.  Webster,  Young — 15. 

Mr.  Wright  then  offered  an  additional  section,  as 
a proviso  to  the  bill,  precisely  in  the  following 
words:  . / 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  officers  charged  with  the  execution  of 
this  act,  and  with  the  making  of  contracts  for  the 
expr  '.ditures  authorized  by  it,  to  have  particular 
regard  to  the  state  of  the  treasury,  and  its  ability 
to  meet  the  current  ordinary  expenses  of  the  go- 
vernment, well  as  the  calls  which  may  be  made 
under  the  said  contracts;  arid,  under  the  direction 
of  the  president  of  the  United  States,  so  arrange 
the  said  expenditures,  and  the  times  and  amount  of 
payment,  so  far  as  the  means  of  the  treasury  can 
be  anticipat'd,  as  that  the  advances  or  payments 
under  this  act  shall  not  interfere  with,  or  delay  the 
payments  under  the  appropriations  for  the  regular, 
ordinary,  annual  expenses  of  the  government. 

This  amendment  was  advocated  by  Mr.  Wright, 
Mr.  Benton,  and  Mr.  Niles,  and  earnestly  opposed 
by  Mr.  Preston,  Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  Crittenden,  Mr. 
Davis,  and  Mr.  Norvell,  as  vesting  an  absolute 
and  unconstitutional  power  of  appropriation  in  the 
hands  and  at  the  discretion  of  the  executive. 

This  amen  Iment  was  agreed  to  by  the  following 
vote: 

YEAS — Messrs,  Allen,  Benton,  Brown.  Bucha- 
nan, Clav,  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  King, 
Mouton,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Pierce,  Roane,  Sevier, 
Strange,  Trotter,  Wall,  Wright.  Young — 19. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay,  of  Kentucky, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Merrick  Norvell, 
Rives,  Robbins,  Ruggles.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  South- 
ard. Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Webster,  White — Hi. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  moved  to  amend  the  bill 
by  adding  an  appropriation  of  $58,000  and  add, 
for  the  improvement  of  the  Tennessee  river,  in 
Alabama,  (the  canal  around  the  Muscle  Shoals,) 
and,  in  addition  to  some  remarks,  read  a document 
in  favor  of  the  object.  Rejected  without  a divi- 
sion. Mr.  Merrick  also  offered  an  amendment, 
which  was  rejected.  The  question  recurring  on 
ordering  the  bill  to  a third  reading,  Mr.  Clay,  of 
Kentucky,  spoke  with  great  earnestness  against 
the  additional  section  to  the  bill,  offered  as  above 
by  Mr.  Wright,  as  altogether  unparalleled  in  legis- 
lation, and  expressed  his  regret  that  it  would  com- 
pel him  to  vote  against  the  whole  bill.  Mr.  Mer- 
rick also  expressed  his  views  to  the  same  effect. 
Mr.  Webster  also  spoke  in  the  deepest  reprobation 
of  the  obnoxious  section,  but  said  be  could  not 
persuade  himself  on  account  of  it  to  appear  in  any 
way  to  abandon  a system  which  he  had  supported 
for  twelve  years. 

The  question  was  now  put  on  ordering  the  bill 
to  a third  reading,  and  the  vote  resulted  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Buchanan,  Clayton,  Da- 
vis. Fulton,  Hubbard,  Lvon,  Niles,  Norvell,  Rob- 
bins, Sevier,  Smith,  of  Indiana.  Tallmadge,  Tip- 
toe, Wall,  Webster,  Wright,  Young — 18. 


NAYS — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Clay,  of  Ala., 
Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Crittenden,  King,  Merrick, 
Mouton, -Nicholas,  Pierce,  Preston,  Rives,  Roane, 
Ruggles,  Strange,  Trotter,  White,  Williams — 18. 

So  the  harbor  bill  was  declared  by  the  Chair  to 
be  rejected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Renton,  the  president  of  the 
United  States  was  requested  to  communicate  to  the 
senate  a re  port  of  the  last  campaign  in  Florida  un- 
der general  Jesup.  Also,  at  the  next  session,  a 
statement  of  all  works  in  the  improvement  of  har- 
bors and  rivers  which  have  been  upwards  of  three 
years  in  progress,  with  estimates  of  the  probable 
amounts  severally  necessary  to  their  completion. 
The  senate  took  up  the  senate  bill  to  remove  the 
surveyor  general’s  office  of  the  public  lands  from 
Cincinnati  to  St.  Joseph’s,  in  Michigan,  wilh  an 
amendment  by  the  house,  striking  out  Ihe  “St.  Jo- 
seph’s” and  inserting  “Michigan  City”  in  Indiana. 
Mr.  Tipton  moved  that  the  senate  concur  in  this 
amendment. 

Mr.  Lyon  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table; 
which  mo' ion  was  done  accordingly  by  yeas  23, 
nays  8.  Mr.  Ruggles  asked  the  unanimous’  consent 
of  the  senate  to  introduce  a joint  resolution  to  au- 
thorize the  employment  of  additional  clerks  in  the 
patent  office.  Objected  to  by  Mr.  Clay,  of  Ala- 
bama, and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Strange  made  a report  from  the  committee 
on  the  memorial  of  Francis  P.  Blair.  Laid  on  the 
table. 

The  senate  concurred  in  the  amendments  of 
the  house  to  the  bill  to  revive  the  acl  to  incorporate 
the  medical  society  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Al-o,  in  the  amendments  of  the  house  to  the  bill 
to  change  the  time  of  holding  the  U.  S.  circuit 
court  for  the  district  oi  East  Tennessee;  (the  amend- 
ments changing  the  time  in  Maryland.) 

A message  was  received  from  the  house,  asking 
tile  senate  lo  suspend  the  16th  joint  rule  so  far  as 
to  allow  the  senate  to  receive  their  join!  resolution, 
making  an  appropriation  ($48,000)  for  the  purchase 
of  certain  hooks  for  the  members  of  that  house,  and 
also  to  receive  their  bill  to  increase  and  regulate  the 
term  of  the  U.  S.  circuit  and  district  courts  for  the 
westerly  district  of  New  York. 

After  an  earnest  conversation  by  Messrs.  Hub- 
bard, Bayard,  Benton,  and  Clay,  of  Alabama,  against 
the  request,  and  by  Messrs.  Tallmadge,  Sevier, 
Merrick,  and  Southard,  in  favor  of  granting  it,  the 
message  was  indefinitely  postponed  by  the  follow- 
ing vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Brown, 
Clay,  of  Alabama,  Clayton,  Hubbard.  Kirg,  Lyon, 
Mouton,  Niles,  Pierce,  Strange,  White,  Williams, 
Young — 16. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Davis,  Merrick,  Norvell,  Pres- 
ton, Rives,  Roane,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Sevier, 
Smith,  of  Ind,,  Southard, Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Wall, 
Webster — 15. 

The  bills  ordered  to  a third  reading  in  the  morn- 
ing were  now  severally  read  a third  time  and  passed. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

July  7.  Mr.  Davis  presented  a communication 
from  the  chamber  of  commerce  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  with  the  proceedings  of  a meeting  of  the  mem- 
bers of  that  body,  held  on  the  5th  instant,  to  take  into 
consideration  the  late  report  of  the  committee  on 
commerce,  (drawn  up  by  Mr.  Davis,)  on  the  sub- 
ject of  light-houses;  in  considering  which  they 
passed  several  resolutions,  accompanying  the  com- 
munication, in  which  resolutions  they  highly  ap- 
proved of  that  report.  Laid  on  the  table,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Crittenden  presented  a petition.  (Unheard.) 

Ou  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  the  clerk  authorized 
to  be  employed  in  the  service  of  the  senate  bv  the 
resolution  of  October,  1838.  were  continued  till 
otherwise  ordered  by  the  senate.  Various  bills, 
&c.  referred  to  committees  were  reported  by  Messrs. 
Roane,  Tipton,  Fulton  and  Clay,  of  Ala. 

Mr.  Wright , from  the  committee  on  finance,  re- 
ported the  bill  from  the  house  referred  to  the  m, 
making  appropriations  for  the  annual  expenses  of 
the  Indian  department,  and  for  fulfilling  treaty  sti- 
pulations with  the  Indian  tribes  for  the  year  1838, 
with  minor  amendments,  which  were  explained  by 
Mr.  W.  and  agreed  to.  Mr.  White  moved  further 
to  amend  tile  bill  by  adding  an  appropriation  of 
$260,000  for  the  support  of  such  Indians  removed 
west  of  the  Mississippi  as  are  unable  to  subsist 
themselves,  to  be  distributed  under  the  direction  of 
the  secretary  of  war.  This  amendment  was  ear- 
nestly advocated  by  Messrs.  White  and  Sevier,  and 
opposed  by  Messrs.  Niles,  Clay,  of  Ala.,  Norvell, 
and  Allen,  and  agreed  to  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton.  Buchanan, 
Clayton,  Crittenden.  Cnthberf,  Davis.  Fulton,  King, 
Linn,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Preston,  Rives,  Roane, 
Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Ind.,  Southard,  Tall- 
madge, Webster,  White — 22. 
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NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Brown,  Clay,  of  Ala., 
Clay,  ol  Ken.,  Hnbbanl,  Lyon,  Niles,  Norvell, 
Pierce,  Robbins,  Ruggles,  Smith  ot  Connecticu7, 
Strange,  Wall  — Id. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a third  reading,  and, 
by  consent,  read  a third  time  and  passed. 

The  Chair  present,  d from  the  treasury  depart- 
ment, in  pursuance  of  a senate  resolution  of  5th 
June  last,  statements  of  the  annual  expenditures  in 
collecting  the  customs  on  imports  for  the  last  twen- 
ty years,  discriminating  between  the  diderent  kinds. 
Laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

A message  was  received  from  the  house,  request- 
ing the  senate  to  suspend  the  16th  joint  rule  so  far 
as  to  receive  from  t he  house  the  bill  to  increase  and 
regulate  the  term  for  holding  the  United  States  cir- 
cuit and  district  courts  for  the  northern  district  of 
New  York.  In  this  request  the  senate  concurred, 
the  bill  was  received,  and,  by  consent,  carried 
through  and  passed. 

Mr.  Merrick,  in  compliance  with  a desire  of  some 
of  the  friends  of  the  harbor  bill,  moved  that  the  vote 
rejecting  it  should  be  reconsidered,  and  expicssed 
the  hope  that  it  would  be  so  modified  that  he  could 
vote  lor  it.  The  vote  was  accordingly  reconsidered, 
and  th  ? bill  was  taken  up  bv  the  following  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs  Allen,  Biyard,  Buchanan.  Clav, 
of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Fulton. 
Hibbard,  Linn,  Lyon,  Merrick,  Niles,  Norvell, 
Bobbins,  Ruggles,  Sevier.  Smith,  ot  Indiana,  South- 
ard, rallmadge,  Tipton,  Webster,  Williams,  Wright 

NAYS — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Clay,  of  Ala- 
bama, Cuthbert,  King,  Nicholas,  Pierce,  Preslon, 
Rives,  Roane,  Smith,  of  Conn.,  Strange,  Wall, 
White— 14. 

Mr.  Bayard  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  on  the 
additional  section  to  the  bill  offered  by  Mr.  Wright. 
The  Chair  decided  that  this  was  out  of  order,  as 
Mr.  B.  was  in  the  minority  on  that  vote.  Mr. 
Bayard  then  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  with  in- 
structions to  strike  out  all  that  part  of  Mr.  Wright's 
amendment  including  and  following  the  words  “and 
under  the  direction  of  the  president;”  that  is,  all 
which  had  any  direct  reference  lo  the  president  of 
the  United  States.  Mr.  Norvell  expressed  the  hope 
that  the  friends  of  that  amendment  would  agree 
thus  to  modify  it.  Mr.  Preslon  said  he  supposed 
this  would  be  the  test  question,  and  he  therefore 
demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered. 
Mr.  IVright  gave  his  assent  to  the  motion,  as  the 
part  ol  his  amendment  remaining  would, he  thought, 
'comprehend  all  that  he  intended  by  the  whole. 
Air.  Merrick,  not  being  satisfied  with  the  extent  of 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Baya.d,  said  he  should  not  feel 
committed  to  vote  for  the  bill  unless  the  whole 
amendment  should  be  stricken  out.  Mr.  Ruggles 
said,  if  all  that  Mr.  Wright  intended  would  be  in- 
cluded in  the  remaining  part  of  the  amendment, 
then  nothing  would  have  been  gained.  He,  there- 
fore, moved  fo  strike  out  the  whole  amendment. 
Negatived:  Ayes  10,  noes  not  counted.  Mr.  Niles 
then  moved  to  amend  the  instructions,  by  requiring 
that  the  whole  of  Mr.  Wright’s  amendment  should 
be  stricken  out,  and  a substitute  inserted,  providing 
that  on  all  single  appropriations  over  $12,000,  fifty 
per  cent. only  should  be  expended  in  1S38,  and  the 
remainder  in  1S39.  (So  modified,  on  suggestions 
from  several  senators.) 

On  motion  of  Air.  Allen , the  instructions  were 
further  amended,  by  requiring  that  the  $48,000  for 
Buffalo,  rejected  last  night,  should  be  inserted, 
(Mr.  A.  having  obtained  new  light  on  the  subject 
from  a document  which  was  read  at  his  request,  and 
the  contents  of  which  Air.  Davis  said  he  had  stated 
yesterday  three  times  over.) 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  include  the 
$20,000,  rejected  last  night,  for  the  Tennessee, 
above  Nashville.  Negatived:  Ayes  12.  oops  19. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  Mr.  Bayard’s  mo- 
tion, modified  as  above,  to  recommit  the  bill  with 
instructions,  as  above,  and  it  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen.  Bayard, Buchanan.  Clay, 
of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Fulton, 
Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lvon,  Merrick,  Mouton, 
Niles,  Norvell,  Robbins,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Conn., 
Smith,  of  Ind.,  Southard.  Tallmadge, Tipton,  Web- 
ster. Williams.  Wright,  Young — 28. 

NAYS — Mpssrs.  Brown,  Clay,  of  Ala.,  Cuthbert, 
Nicholas.  Pierce.  Preston,  Rives,  Roane,  Strange, 
Trotter.  AVall,  White— 12. 

So  the  bill  was  recommitted,  and, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Davis,  tile  committee  had  leave 
to  sit  while  the  senate  were  in  session. 

Mr.  Davis  subsequently  reported  the  bill  modified 
by  the  committee  on  commerce  according  to  their 
instructions. 

On  motion  of  Air.  Rives,  the  senate  proceeded  to 
consider  the  bill  to  extend  the  time  for  locating  Vir- 
ginia military  land  warrants. 


The  question  being  on  an  amendment  from  the 
committee,  increasing  the  amount  of  land  from 
200,000,  acres  to  300.000— 

The  bill  and  amendment  were  discussed  passim 
by  Messrs.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Allen,  Rives.  Huh 
bard,  Buchanan,  Benton,  Preston,  and  Clay,  of  Ken- 
tucky. 

The  amendment  was  rejected:  Yeas  17,  nays  21; 
and  the  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a third  reading. 

The  senate  then  took  a recess. 

EVENING  SESSION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pierce,  all  the  pension  bills 
from  the  house  which  had  been  favorably  reported 
on  by  the  senate  committees  were  taken  up,  con- 
I sidered,  and  ordered  to  a third  read i tig’. 

A bill,  unfavorably  reported  on,  in  behalf  of  the 
heirs  of  a captain  Hunter,  was  taken  up,  and  Mr. 
Crittenden,  in  advocating  the  hill,  stated  that,  in  the 
revolutionary  war,  being  asked  by  his  men  the  mean- 
ing of  sine  qua  non,  captain  Hunter  told  them  that 
it  meant  the  three  principal  islands  in  Passamaqnod- 
dv  bay,  which  were  never  to  be  given  up.  The 
bill  notwithstanding,  was  given  up,  or  rejected,  on 
ordering  it  to  a third  reading:  Yeas  lfi,  nays  19. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Davis,  the  senate  took  up  the 
bill  for  the  improvement  of  harbors  and  rivers,  with 
the  amendments  as  reported  from  committee,  ac- 
cording to  their  instructions,  shilling  out  the  sec- 
tion offered  by  Mr.  Wright,  to  give  discretion  over 
the  appropriations  to  the  executive,  and  inserting  in 
lieu  thereof  a provision  that,  if  the  public  service 
should  require  it,  onlv  fifty  per  cent,  of  each  ap- 
propriation above  $12  000  should  be  expended  in 
1838.  and  the  remaining  half  in  1839;  also  insert- 
ing $48,000  for  a sea-wall,  at  Buffalo,  New  York. 

These  amendments  were  agreed  to,  and  the  bill, 
in  this  form,  was  ordered  to  a third  reading,  by  the 
following  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs,  Allen,  Bayard,  Buchanan.  Clay, 
of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Davis,  Fulton,  Hubbard, 
Lyon,  Merrick,  Niles,  Norvell,  Robbins.  Ruggles, 
Sevier,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Tallmadge, 
Tipton,  Wall,  Webster,  Williams,  Wright,  Young 
—24. 

NAYS — Alessrs.  Benton,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Crit- 
tenden, King,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Pierce,  Preston, 
Roane,  Strange,  White — 11. 

The  bill  was  subsequently  read  a third  time,  and 
passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Roane,  the  senate  took  up  the 
bill  (yeas  16,  nays  12)  appropriating  not  more  than 
$15,000  for  the  erection  of  a United  States  court 
house  in  Alexandria,  D.  C.  Air.  Clay  moved  to  re- 
duce I he  appropriation  to  $5,000  ( rejected, ) and  then 
to  $10,000,  (also  rejected;)  Ayes  13,  noes  17.  The 
bill  was  then  ordered  to  a third  reading. 

Mr  Merrick  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  from  the 
house  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Robert  Fulton. 
Negatived. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hubbard,  the  senate  took  up 
file  bill  from  the  house  making  appropriations  for 
fortifications  for  the  year  1838.  The  amendments 
to  the  bill  offered  by  the  senate  committee  w ere 
agreed  to,  Air.  Wall  offered  a proposition  fo  fol- 
low the  appropriation  of  $40,000  for  Fort  Delaware, 
on  Pea  Patch  island,  in  the  Delaware  river,  author- 
izing the  executive  to  quiet  and  secure  the  title  of 
the  United  Stales  fo  the  soil,  by  purchase  or  inquest, 
as  to  him  should  appear  best.  A long  and  earnest 
discussion  followed  on  the  amendment,  arid  on  the 
subject  generally,  in  which  Messrs.  Wall,  Hubbard, 
Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Bayard,  Buchanan.  Clayton, 
Southard,  and  Webster  participated.  Air.  Wall’s 
amendment  was  rejected  by  tile  following  vote; 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Clay, 
of  Kentucky,  Crittenden,  Fulton,  Merrick.  Mou- 
ton, Rives,  Robinson,  Southard,  Trotter,  Wall,  Wil- 
liams— 14. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Brown,  Clay,  of  Ala- 
bama, Clayton,  Davis,  Hubbard,  King,  Nicholas, 
Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Robbins,  Ruggles,  Sevier, 
Smith,  of  Indiana.  Strange,  Tipton,  White,  W fight, 
— 19. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  moved  fo  strike  out  the 
appropriation,  $40,000,  for  this  object.  Advocated 
by  Mr.  Southard,  opposed  bv  Messrs.  Wall,  Bucha- 
nan, and  Webster,  and  carried  in  the  affirmative,  as 
follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Brown.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Crit- 
tenden, Hubbard,  King,  Lyon,  Nicholas,  Norvell, 
Pierce,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Indi- 
ana, Southard,  Strange,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Trotter, 
Whifp.  Williams — 20. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Bavarrl,  Benton.  Buchan- 
an. Clayton,  Davis.  Fulton,  Mouton,  Niles,  Rives, 
Robbins,  Wall.  Webster,  Wright — 14. 

After  some  further  debate,  in  wliich  several  sena- 
tors declared  their  determination  to  vote  against  the 
bill  on  account  of  the  rejection  of  the  $40,000  for 
I Fort  Delaware;  the  bill  was  reported  to  the  senate. 


On  the  question  of  agreeing  in  the  senate  to  the 
striking  out,  in  committee  of  the  wlr-le,  the  $40,000 
for  Fort  Delaware,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative  by 
yeas  15,  nays  19,  so  that  the  $40,000  was  reinserted. 

Mr.  Wail  again  offered  his  amendment  as  above, 
and,  after  a loirg  debate,  it  was  again  rejected:  Yeas 
8,  nays  23;  as  was  also  a substitute  for  it,  offered  by 
Mr.  Bayard. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a third  reading. 

Air.  Benton,  from  the  committee  on  military  af- 
fairs, reported  the  bill  referred  to  them  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  Alilitary  Academy  at  West  Point 
for  1838,  wilh  various  amendments,  which  were 
read  and  agreed  to.  On  motion  of  Air.  Williams, 
the  bill  was  amended  by  an  appropriation  to  indem- 
nify Mr.  Baker  and  olheis,  confined  by  the  British 
authorities  on  account  of  the  northeastern  boundary. 
On  molion  of  Mr.  Davis,  it  was  amended  by  adding 
a section  provided  to  supply  the  several  states  each 
with  a standard  balance.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Rives, 
it  was  further  amended  by  an  appropriation  of 
$20,000  for  new  machinery  for armory. 

On  molion  of  Air.  Robbins,  $1400  was  inserted 
for  a complete  catalogue  of  the  congress  library. 
Various  ofhfr  amendments  were  offered  and  reject- 
ed. The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a third  reading. 
The  senate  concurred  in  the  amendments  of  the 
house  to  the  bill  to  establish  certain  post  routes  and 
discontinue  others. 

Also,  in  the  amendments  of  the  house  to  the  bill 
to  readmit  the  duties  on  certain  goods  destroyed  by 
fire  in  New  York. 

The  amendments  of  the  house  to  the  senate  bill 
to  authorize  Charles  Day  and  others  to  import  iron 
steamboats  free  of  duty,  were  amended  bv  the  sen- 
ate, then  concurred  in  as  amended,  and  the  bill  sent 
bark  to  the  bouse. 

The  Chair  presented  a message  from  the  president 
of  the  United  States,  with  a report  from  ihe  secre- 
tary of  war,  in  relation  to  the  Florida  war,  and  a 
letter  from  general  Jesup.  Laid  on  the  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  various  bills  ordered  to  a third  reading  to- 
day were,  by  consent,  severally  read  a third  time, 
and  passed. 

Tiie  hill  from  the  house  fo  provide  for  the  settle- 
ment of  the  claims  of  New  York  for  the  services  of 
her  militia  on  the  northern  frontier,  was  ordered  to 
a third  reading,  and,  by  consent,  read  a third  time, 
and  passed. 

Various  additional  private  bills  were  ordered  to  a 
third  reading,  and,  by  consent,  read  a third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  certain  roads 
in  Florida, 

And  the  bill  to  reorganize  the  legislative  council 
of  Florida,  were  severally  considered,  ordered  to  a 
third  reading,  and  read  a third  time,  and  passed. 

The  senate  concurred  in  the  amendments  of  the 
house  to  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  light- 
houses, light-boats,  beacons,  buoys,  surveys,  &c. 
for  1838. 

Also,  in  the  amendments  of  the  house  to  the  bill 
making  appropriations  for  the  West  Point  Military 
Academy  for  1838.  And  in  their  amendments  to 
the  bill  to  establish  additional  land  offices  in  Lou- 
isiana and  Arkansas. 

On  motion  of  Air.  While,  the  amendments  of  the 
house  to  the  hill  for  (he  settlement  of  claims  under 
the  14th  article  of  the  Choctaw  treaty  of  1830,  were, 
with  the  bill,  laid  on  the  table. 

Also,  the  amendments  and  the  bill  to  invest  certain 
Indian  funds  in  state  stocks. 

The  senate,  alter  four  o’clock  in  the  morning,  and 
having  held  a long  executive  session,  adjourned  till 
nine  o’clock  on  Monday  morning. 

July  9.  On  motion  of  Air.  Benion,  the  president 
of  the  United  States  was  requested  to  communicate 
to  the  senate,  at  its  next  stated  session,  detailed 
statements  of  the  per  cenlage  allowed  to  the  vari- 
ous disbursing  officers  of  the  government  for  1837, 
and  of  the  other  compensation  allowed  to  the  same 
persons  for  the  same  year. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pierce,  leave  was  given  to  with- 
draw, for  the  purpose  of  presenting  at  the  depart- 
ments, all  the  petitions  and  papers  relating  to  the 
claims  of  the  widows  of  revolutionary  soldiers,  who 
were  married  prior  to  1794,  and  provided  for  in  a 
general  law  passed  at  the  present  session  of  con- 
gress. 

The  senate  then  held  an  executive  session. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  two  members  of  a joint 
committee  were  authorized  to  be  appointed  by  the 
chair,  on  the  part  of  the  senate,  to  wait  on  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  and  inform  him  that, 
unless  be  had  other  communications  to  make,  con- 
gress had  now  closed  the  business  before  them,  and 
were  ready  to  conclude  the  present  session  by  an 
adjournment. 

Mr.  Wright  and  Mr.  Cuthbert  were  appointed  by 
the  chair  on  this  committee. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Sevier,  the  following  rule,  re- 
ported by  Mr.  Ilayard,  from  the  select  committee 
appointed  on  the  subject,  was  taken  up,  and  agreed 
to: 

Rule  47.  The  following  persons,  and  none  others, 
shall  be  admitted  on  the  floor  of  the  senate:  mem- 
bers of  the  house  of  representatives,  and  their 
clerks;  the  secretary  of  state,  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  the  secretary  of  war,  the  secretary  of  the 
navy,  the  attorney  general,  and  the  postmaster  gen- 
eral; the  private  secretary  of  the  president,  chap- 
lains to  congress,  judges  of  the  United  States,  fo- 
reign ministers, and  their  secretaries;  officers  whojby 
name,  have  received,  or  shall  hereafter  receive,  the 
thanks  of  congress  for  their  gallantry  and  good  con- 
duct in  the  service  of  their  country,  or  who  have 
received  medals  by  a vote  of  congress;  the  governor 
for  the  time  being  of  any  state  or  territory  of  the 
union:  the  ex-governors  of  the  several  states;  such 
gentlemen  as  have  been  heads  of  departments,  or 
members  of  either  branch  of  congress;  persons 
who,  for  the  time  being,  belong  to  the  respective 
state  and  territorial  legislatures,  and  persons  be- 
longing to  such  legislatures  of  foreign  governments 
as  are  in  amity  with  the  United  States;  two  report- 
ers, for  each  of  the  daily  papers,  and  d'ne  reporter 
for  each  tri-weekly  paper  published  in  the  city  of 
Washington,  whose  names  shall  be  communicated 
in  writing,  by  the  editors  of  those  papers,  to  the 
secretary  of  the  senate,  and  who  shall  confine  them- 
selves to  the  seats  now  provided  for  them. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  the  thanks  of  the  sen- 
ate were  unanimously  awarded  to  hon.  William  R. 
King  for  the  fidelity  and  ability  with  which  he  had 
performed  the  duties  of  his  office  as  president  pro 
tern.  of  the  senate. 

A request  was  received  from  the  house  that  the 
16th  joint  rule  be  so  far  suspended  as  to  authorize 
the  action  of  the  senate  on  the  joint  resolution  to 
print  the  Madison  papers.  The  request  was  com- 
plied with,  the  joint  resolution  was  received  as 
amended  by  the  house,  and  the  senate  concurred  in 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  Nicholas  presented  the  proceedings  of  the 
banks  in  New  Orleans;  which  were  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble; and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  joint  committee  appointed 
to  wait  on  the  president  of  the  United  States,  and 
inform  him  that,  if  he  had  no  further  communica- 
tion to  make,  congress  were  now  ready  to  adjourn, 
reported  that  they  had  performed  the  duty  assigned 
them,  and  that  the  president  had  requested  them  to 
say  to  the  senate  that  he  had  no  further  communi- 
cation to  make,  except  to  express  respectfully  to 
the  senate  his  wish  for  the  safe  return  of  the  mem- 
bers to  their  respective  homes. 

'The  senate  having  been  notified  by  the  house 
that  the}-  were  now  ready  to  adjourn,  Mr.  Norvell, 
moved  that  the  senate  do  now  adjourn  sine  die: 
whereupon,  the  president  pro  tem.  Mr.  King,  made 
a brief,  appropriate,  and  feeling  farewell  address; 
and  then 

The  senate  adjourned  sine  die. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Saturday,  June  30.  Mr.  Mams,  who  was  en- 
titled to  the  floor,  yielded  it  to  Mr.  Cushman,  who 
made  an  effort  to  get  a report  considered  from  the 
committee  on  commerce,  but  without  success. 

Mr.  Potter  wished  to  make  a statement  connect- 
ed with  the  subject  before  the  house.  Mr.  Adams 
consenting,  he  stated  that,  from  letters  received 
from  friends  of  his  in  the  Pennsylvania  legislature, 
he  learned  that  a joint  resolution,  offered  in  that 
body,  instructing  their  senators  and  requesting  their 
representatives  to  oppose  the  annexation  of  Texas 
to  the  union,  was  agreed  to  in  the  senate  by  a vote 
of  22  to  6;  but  in  the  house  was  indefinitely  post- 
poned, 41  to  38;  the  41  being  friends  of  the  admin- 
istration. 

Mr.  Adams  then  proceeded;  first  noticed  this 
statement,  (as  an  evidence  of  an  overwhelming 
majority  of  the  people  of  Pennsylvania  being 
against  the  annexation,  and  the  expression  of  their 
will  only  checked  by  a strict  party  vote,)  and  then 
resumed  and  concluded  his  remarks  on  the  right  of 
women  to  petition  congress.  He  next  commented 
on  the  resolution  he  had  offered,  and  took  up  the 
constitutional  question  of  the  right  of  congress  to 
admit  a foreign  state  into  the  union.  Some  pretty 
brisk  explanations  passed  between  him  and  Mr. 
Campbell,  of  S.  C.,  on  the  innocence  and  influence 
of  slavery. 

Before  Mr.  A.  had  concluded  his  argument,  the 
morning  hour  expired. 

The  Speaker  proclaimed  the  orders  of  the  day. 
A struggle,  as  usual,  commenced  as  to  getting  dif- 
ferent subjects  taken  up. 

Mr.  Noyes  asked  leave  to  offer  the  following  reso- 
lution: 


Resolved , That  to  the  end  of  the  present  session, 
no  member  shall  be  allowed  to  speak  more  than  fif- 
teen minutes  at  one  time,  and  not  more  than  once 
to  the  same  question,  w'ithout  leave  of  the  house; 
and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  speaker  of  the  house 
and  the  chairman  of  the  committee  to  call  the  mem- 
ber to  order  who  violates  this  rule. 

Objection  being  made,  he  moved  the  suspension 
of  the  rules. 

On  this  motion  Mr.  Garland,  of  La.,  demanded 
the  yeas  and  nays;  which  w'ere  ordered.  But,  be- 
fore they  were  called,  tne  resolution,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Elmore,  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Kilgore  made  an  effort  to  have  one  hour  of 
this  day  assigned  for  the  consideration  of  his  reso- 
lution repealing  the  section  of  the  law  of  1816, 
containing  a restriction  in  reference  to  banks  issuing 
small  notes.  He  modified  his  resolution  so  as  to 
limit  its  operation  to  the  1st  of  March  next;  and 
then  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  a motion  to 
suspend  the  rules.  They  were  ordered  and  taken, 
and  resulted  as  follows:  Yeas  105,  nays  86.  As  it 
requires  two-thirds  of  the  house  to  suspend  the 
rules,  the  rules  were  not  suspended.  Mr.  Cushman 
moved  to  suspend  the  rules  to  receive  the  reports 
of  committees.  Lost.  The  Speaker  laid  before 
the  house  a letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasu- 
ry, in  answer  to  a resolution  of  the  house  of  the 
25th  instant,  in  relation  to  the  kind  of  funds  which 
were  furnished  pension  agents  in  the  state  of  Ar- 
kansas with  which  to  pay  the  claims  of  pensioners, 
distinguishing  between  the  amounts  furnished  in 
specie  and  bank  notes,  and,  where  bank  notes  were 
furnished,  stating  the  different  banks,  as  far  as 
practicable,  which  issued  the  notes  so  furnished, 
and  the  amount  on  each  bank. 

Several  bills  from  the  senate  were  read  and  re- 
ferred. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  a bill 
permitting  vessels  turned  away  from  the  blockaded 
ports  of  Mexico  to  land,  under  certain  restrictions, 
their  cargoes  in  ports  of  the  United  States  free  of 
duty,  in  case  of  re-exportation,  received  its  third 
reading,  and  W'as  passed. 

The  engrossed  bill,  “to  increase  the  present 
military  establishment  of  the  United  States,  and 
for  other  purposes,”  was  read  a third  time;  when 

Mr.  Carter,  of  Tennessee,  moved  that  it  be  re- 
committed, with  instructions  to  strike  out  all  the 
clauses  of  the  bill  proposing  any  increase  in  the 
number  of  officers,  or  increase  of  pay,  and  also  the 
section  for  the  raising  of  an  additional  regiment  of 
infantry. 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  a desultory  debate,  the 
particulars  of  which  may  be  given  hereafter. 

Mr.  Naylor  rose  and  said  that  he  had  voted  for 
the  engrossment  and  third  reading  ol  the  bill,  last 
night,  with  great  reluctance.  He  was  then  very 
much  dissatisfied  with  it.  He  had  voted  for  many 
amendments  which  had  been  rejected;  and  when,  at 
last,  he  was  compelled  to  vote  under  the  force  of 
the  previous  question,  before  it  could  be  so  amend- 
ed as  to  be  satisfactory  to  him  and  the  house, 
nothing  but  the  deepest  conviction  that  the  situa- 
tion of  the  country  required  more  troops  at  present 
could  have  induced  him  to  cast  the  vote  in  its  fa- 
vor. However,  he  then  had  voted  under  a misap- 
prehension, and  was  mistaken  as  to  the  meaning  of 
the  15th  section.  He  now  considered  the  interpre- 
tation put  upon  that  section  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  (Mr.  Whittlesey)  as  correct,  and  could  not 
vote  for  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  unless  the 
meaning  of  that  section  was  made  to  conform  to 
the  obvious  intention  of  the  house.  He  had  ob- 
jections to  many  of  the  details  of  the  bill.  And  he 
believed  that  he  hazarded  nothing  in  saying  that 
the  bill  was  not  entirely  satisfactory  to  any  member 
of  the  house.  Such  being  the  case,  he  thought 
that  the  application  of  the  previous  question  was 
but  an  unwise  mode  of  forcing  legislation.  He 
would  therefore  move  that  the  vote  of  last  night, 
by  which  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a third  time.be  reconsidered.  He  thought  this 
the  best  method  of  getting  at  the  question,  so  as  to 
put  the  bill  in  a shape  that  would  be  more  satis- 
factory to  all.  He  concluded  by  moving  to  recon- 
sider. 

Pending  the  motion  for  reconsideration  the  hour 
of  recess  arrived,  and  the  house  took  the  usual  re- 
cess till  the  afternoon. 

[The  subject  was  not  resumed  in  the  afternoon, 
in  consequence  of  the  intervention  of  special  or- 
ders.] 

EVENING  SESSION. 

The  house  went  into  committee  of  the  whole,  in 
pursuance  of  the  special  order,  (Mr.  Owens  in  the 
chair,)  and  took  up  senate  bills  175,  147,  237,  and 
238,  and  house  bills  832  and  854,  being  bills  remit- 
ting duties  on  iron  imported  for  the  construction  of 
steamboats  by  certain  corporations  and  individuals. 

They  were  all  reported  to  the  house  without 


amendment,  excepting  854,  to  remit  certain  duties 
upon  iron  imported  for  the  construction  of  iron 
steamboats. 

The  senate  bill  147,  to  authorize  Day  &.  Butts  to 
import  iron  steamboats,  being  taken  up,  as  reported, 
Mr.  Cushman  moved  to  lay  the  same  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Lyon,  of  Alabama,  begged  that  the  motion 
might  be  withdrawn  for  one  moment,  as  he  wished 
to  make  an  explanation  in  regard  to  an  amendment 
offered  at  his  instance  by  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee on  commerce.  The  motion  being  withdrawn, 
Mr.  Lyon  expressed  a hope  that  Ihe  bill  would  not 
be  opposed.  He  said  that  captain  Fry,  of  Mobile, 
a most  enterprising  and  useful  man,  and  one  who 
had  had  much  experience  in  steam  navigation,  pro- 
posed to  attempt  the  navigation  of  the  rivers  in  Ala- 
bama with  an  iron  steamboat.  He  was  disposed  to 
make  the  experiment  at  his  own  risk  and  expense, 
and  had  only  asked  the  government  to  remit  the  du- 
ties on  its  importation.  The  attempt  was  one  in 
which  the  country  was  much  interested.  He  be- 
lieved the  object  of  captain  Fry  was  to  test  the  util- 
ity of  iron  steamboats  for  summer  navigation  in  the 
southern  waters.  It  was  well  known  to  every  gen- 
tleman acquainted  with  the  southern  rivers  that,  in 
the  summer,  they  were  generally  low,  and  difficult 
of  navigation  by  ordinary  steamboats.  Accidents 
had  often  occurred,  during  low  stages  of  the  water, 
from  snags  and  other  impediments,  to  which  iron 
steamboats  would  not  be  liable.  Iron  steamboats 
were  understood  to  be  of  less  draught  of  water  than 
such  as  we  now  had  in  use;  and,  if  they  could  be 
successfully  used,  he  had  no  doubt  their  introduc- 
tion would  be  of  very  great  benefit  to  the  country. 
The  speedy  transportation  of  the  mail  might  be 
ensured  if  such  boats  were  employed  as  could  safe- 
ly navigate  the  southern  rivers  at  low  stages  of  the 
water.  He  said  congress  had  remitted  the  duties  on 
rail  road  iron,  and  he  was  surprised  that  an  objec- 
tion should  be  raised  to  remitting  the  duties  on  an 
iron  steamboat.  He  recollected  to  have  noticed 
that  the  British  government  had  promised  much 
more  ample  aid  to  the  company  formed  to  navigate 
the  Atlantic  by  steam-ships  than  was  asked  by  cap- 
tain Fry  and  others,  who  proposed  to  import  each 
an  iron  steamboat.  The  Atlantic  Steam  Navigation 
Company  had,  he  believed,  a guaranty  from  their 
government  that  their  experiment  should  not  involve 
them  in  expense  or  loss.  In  the  cases  before  the 
house,  no  aid  or  guaranty  as  to  loss  is  asked  of  the 
government,  although  the  experiment  is  one  which, 
if  successful,  will  be  of  much  benefit  to  the  coun- 
try, and  perhaps  save  the  loss  of  much  property. 
It  was  simply  asked  that  the  duties  on  the  importa- 
tion of  the  boats,  and  such  implements  as  might  be 
necessary  to  keep  them  in  repair,  should  be  remit- 
ted; and  he  repeated  the  hope  that  all  opposition  to 
the  bill  might  be  withdraw  n. 

Mr.  L.  then  renewed  the  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  being  ordered,  this 
motion  prevailed  by  the  following  vote:  Yeas  82, 

nays  58. 

The  hour  for  which  this  subject  had  been  made 
the  special  order  being  expired,  and  another  special 
order  having  been  called  for, 

Mr.  Adams  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  for  ano- 
ther hour;  w'bich  motion  was  lost;  and  the  house 
then,  according  to  appointment,  went  into  commit- 
tee of  the  whole  on  the  bill  to  amend  an  act  enti- 
tled “an  act  to  authorize  the  state  of  Tennessee  to 
issue  grants  and  perfect  titles  to  certain  lands  there- 
in described,  and  to  settle  the  claims  to  the  vacant 
and  unappropriated  lands  within  the  same,”  passed 
the  18th  April,  1806.  Mr.  Shields  moved  that  the 
bill  be  reported  to  the  house.  Mr.  Williams,  of 
North  Carolina,  hoped  not,  without  discussion. 
Mr.  Shields  said  that  the  bill  had  been  a good  while 
before  the  house.  Several  committees  had  reported 
in  favor  of  if;  and  he’believed  the  house  had  become 
perfectly  well  acquainted  with  its  merits.  Still,  if 
necessary,  he  would  be  perfectly  free  to  meet  any 
objections  which  might  be  brought  against  it.  Mr. 
Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  objected,  at  some 
length,  to  the  bill,  as  conveying  a mere  naked  gift 
to  Tennessee,  there  being  no  obligation  upon  the 
government  to  make  the  required  cession. 

Mr.  Bell  made  some  statements  to  show  that  the 
United  States  were  indebted  to  the  state  of  Tennes- 
see more  than  a million  of  dollars. for  satisfying 
land  warrants  of  North  Carolina,  &c.  Mr.  Wil- 
liams said  that  there  were  no  such  claims  in  the 
compact  betw'een  Tennessee  and  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Bed  said  “Not  in  the  bond?”  Mr.  Williams 
went  on:  He  did  not  mean  to  use  the  argument  of 
Shylock.  He  was  opposed,  in  principle,  to  the  bill, 
and  should  oppose  it,  as  being  unjust  and  inexpe- 
dient. 

Mr.  Connor  said  a few  words  on  the  same  side 
with  his  colleague,  and  in  reply  to  the  argument  of 
Mr.  Bell,  as  to  the  indebtedness  of  the  United 
States  to  Tennessee.  He  offered  an  amendment  to 
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the  bill,  of  which  the  reporter  regrets  he  has  not 
been  able  to  obtain  any  idea  of  either  the  letter  or 
the  substance. 

Mr.  Shields  went  into  a general  defence  of  the 
bill,  against  the  objections  of  Mr.  Williams.  Mr. 
C.  Id.  Williams  followed  on  the  same  side.  Mr. 
Montgomery  was  opposed  to  the  bill,  and  Mr. 
Crockett  supported  it. 

And  the  debate  was  continued  by  Messrs.  Carter, 
Williams,  of  N.  C.,  Tillinghast,  (who  was  of  opin- 
ion that  the  land  in  question,  if  ceded  at  all,  ought 
to  be  returned  back  again  as  of  no  value,  but  as  a 
gift.)  and  Mr.  Readier.  Mr.  Williams,  of  North 
Carolina,  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  enacting 
clause  of  the  bill.  Lost.  Mr.  McKennan  moved 
that  the  committee  rise,  and  report  the  bill;  which 
motion  prevailed. 

The  bill  having  been  reported  to  the  house,  and 
the  question  recurring  upon  its  engrossment,  Mr. 
C.  Shepard;  of  North  Carolina,  made  some  remarks 
against  the  bill.  Mr.  C.  H.  Williams  demanded 
the  previous  question;  but  withdrew  it,  by  request 
of  several  members.  Mr.  Stanly  moved  to  lay  the 
bill  on  the  table.  Lost.  Mr.  Robertson  moved  a 
call  of  the  house.  Lost.  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ten- 
nessee, made  some  remarks  in  support  of  the  bill, 
and  in  reply  to  Mr.  Shepard.  Mr.  Yell  moved  the 
the  previous  question.  Mr.  Dawson  moved  that 
the  house  adjourn:  Ayes  58,  noes  79. 

So  the  house  refused  to  adjourn. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  wras  ordered  to  be  put. 

On  ordering  the  bill  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time,  Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  de- 
manded the  yeas  and  nays:  which  were  ordered; 
and  the  motion  for  the  engrossment  and  third  read- 
ing was  rejected  by  a vote  of  51  yeas  to  91  nays. 

Mr.  Marlin,  of  Alabama,  gave  notice  that,  on 
Monday  next,  he  should  move  a reconsideration  of 
that  vote. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Griffin,  the  house  adjourned. 
Monday,  July  2.  Mr.  Martin,  of  Alabama,  rose 
to  make  the  motion  he  had  intimated  on  Saturday, 
to  reconsider  the  bill  rejected  on  Saturday  entitled 
“ An  act  to  authorize  the  state  of  Tennessee  to  issue 
grants  and  perfect  titles  to  certain  lands  therein  de- 
scribed, and  to  settle  the  claims  to  the  vacant  and 
unappropriated  lands  within  the  same,”  passed  the 
18th  April,  1806. 

Mr.  Adams  hoped  the  reconsideration  would  not 
be  granted.  The  bill  had  been  rejected  by  a large 
vote — about  two  to  one.  Mr.  Shields  explained 
that  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the  friends  of  the 
bill  to  press  the  motion  at  this  session.  The  motion 
to  reconsider  was  entered,  and  the  conversation 
dropped. 

The  Chair  being  about  to  call  the  states  for  the 
purpose  of  receiving  petitions,  Mr.  Whittlesey  sug- 
gested that  the  call  should  be  omitted,  and  that 
each  member  who  has  petitions  in  his  possession 
may  lay  them  on  the  table  to  take  their  place  on 
the  journal. 

Objection  being  made,  the  rules  were  suspended, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Boon,  and  the  order  suggested 
was  adopted. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  moved  that  the  committee  be 
called  for  reports.  The  Speaker  announced  that 
the  regularorder  would  be,  if  this  motion  prevailed, 
to  take  up  the  report  of  the  committee  on  foreign 
affairs,  now  under  consideration.  Mr.  Adams,  who 
was  entitled  to  the  floor,  under  this  order,  express- 
ed his  willingness  to  yield  it  for  the  purpose  sug- 
gested by  Mr.  Cambreleng. 

Reports  were  then  read  of  committees,  among 
which  were  the  following  : 

Mr.  Cambreleng,  from  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  reported  a bill  to  provide  for  the  in- 
vestment of  money  received  under  the  will  of  the 
late  James  Smithson,  of  London. 

Mr.  Cushman, from  the  committee  on  commerce, 
reported  a bill  making  appropriations  for  building 
light-houses,  light-boats,  beacon-lights,  buoys,  and 
making  surveys  for  the  year  1838. 

Mr.  Bouldin,  from  the  committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  made  a report  upon  t lie  subject  of  re- 
moving the  market  east  of  the  capitol  grounds,  in 
the  city  of  Washington,  and  concluded  with  a reso- 
lution that  the  said  market  ought  to  be  removed, 
and  at  the  proper  costand  charge  of  the  city  of 
Washington  ; which  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fetrikin, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  the  whole  house 
be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  ol 
senate  bill  No.  33,  entitled  “A  bill  relating  to  the  re- 
straining the  circulation  of  small  notes  as  a curren- 
cy in  the  District  of  Columbia.” 

Mr.  Underwood,  from  the  committee  on  revolu- 
tionary claims,  reported  against  the  cases  of  the  de- 
scendants of  the  Wyoming  sufferers  in  the  revolu- 
tionary war.  Mr.  Potter , from  the  same  committee 
reported  against  the  petition  of  Philip  Crapo.  Mr. 


Everett,  from  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs,  re- 
ported a bill  to  repeal,  in  part,  the  second  section 
of  an  act  entitled  “An  act  to  provide  for  tbe  or- 
ganization of  the  department  of  Indian  affairs;” 
which  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time  to-day. 

Mr.  Harlan,  lor  the  committee  on  private  land 
claims,  reported  senate  bill  No.  68  to  settle  contest- 
ed claims  that  have  arisen  under  the  pre  emption 
laws.  Also,  senate  bill  No.  299  for  tbe  relief  of 
Gordon  S.  Hubbard,  assignee  of  Jacques  and  Louis 
Veaux,  with  a recommendation  that  they  do  not 
pass.  Committed  to  a committee  of  the  whole  house. 

Mr.  Garland,  of  Louisiana,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, reported,  without  amendment,  the  senate 
bill  for  the  reliefof  Juan  Belgar,  and  the  senate  bill 
to  transfer  to  the  citizens  of  the  parish  of  Louisiana 
the  interest  of  the  United  States  to  a certain  tract 
of  land,  with  amendments.  Also,  against  the  case 
of  James  Nevils  and  Luther  Gleason  and  others. 

Mr.  Everett,  from  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs, 
reported  a bill  in  relation  to  moneys  received  for  the 
use  of  Indians  or  Indian  tribes. 

Mr.  McKay,  from  the  committee  on  military  af- 
fairs, reported  against  the  petition  of  the  magistrates 
of  Duvall  county,  in  Florida,  for  damages  to  the 
court-house  by  United  States  troops. 

Mr.  Eiving  moved  the  follow  ing  : 

Resolved,  That  bills  granting  pensions  to  the 
brave  men  who  reclaimed  our  western  posts  and 
protected  our  frontier  under  St.  Clair,  Wayne,  and 
othercommanders,  up  to  the  treaty  of  Greenville,  in 
1794 — ’5;  allowing  pensions  for  three  months’ 
service  in  the  war  of  the  revolution,  and  allowing 
pensions  to  widows  of  revolutionary  soldiers  in 
certain  cases,  be  made  the  order  of  the  day  after  the 
hour  of  twelve  o’clock  on  Thursday,  5th  instant. 

This  motion  was  negatived  by  the  house. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lincoln, 

Resolved,  That  in  the  new  arrangement  of  the 
hall,  ordered  by  the  house,  the  members  of  tbe 
house  shall  be  entitled,  as  far  as  may  be,  during  the 
present  congress,  to  the  same  relative  positions  to 
the  chair  which  they  now  occupy,  and  that  the 
clerk  assign  the  seats  accordingly. 

Mr.  Southgate,  from  the  select  committee  on  the 
case  of  the  heirs  of  Daniel  Boon,  reported  a bill  for 
the  benefit  of  the  heirs  of  Col.  Daniel  Boone,  de- 
ceased. 

The  select  committee  on  the  memorials  referred 
to  them  against  the  importation  of  foreign  paupers, 
had  leave  to  report  by  bill,  and  reported  a bill  to 
prevent  the  deportation  of  paupers  from  foreign 
countries  into  the  United  States. 

The  bill  having  been  twice  read,  Mr.  Beatty  said 
that  he  was  in  a minority  on  that  committee,  and 
disagreed,  with  the  majority  in  the  principles  con- 
tained in  the  bill.  He  hoped  the  bill  and  report 
would  not  be  printed  until  the  minority  had  an  op- 
portunity to  express  their  views.  Mr.  Rheit  said 
that  he  was  also  in  the  minority.  He  thought  the 
bill  ought  to  be  called  a bill  to  prevent  immigration 
entirely.  He  hoped  that  the  bill  might  lie  on  the 
table  till  next  session,  that  the  minority  might  have 
time  to  ^express  their  views.  Mr.  Hamer  thought 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Beatty) 
could  bring  in  a counter  report  in  a few  days,  and 
in  the  mean  time  the  bill  ought  to  lie.  Mr.  Reed 
had  never  heard  such  a request  as  this  made  before 
on  that  floor.  He  hoped  it  would  not  be  granted. 
It  was  enlirely  irregular  and  unprecedented.  Mr. 
Garland . of  Louisiana,  reminded  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  that  the  proposition  was  not  to 
print  extra,  but  only  the  usual  number.  Mr.  Lin- 
coln made  a few  remarks  in  reply  to  the  argument 
of  Mr.  Rhett  that  the  bill  went  to  prevent  immigra- 
tion entirely.  Mr.  Hoffman  expressed  the  interest 
his  immediate  constituents  had  in  this  question,  and 
hoped  the  bill  would  be  referred  as  moved,  and  that 
the  report  and  bill  might  be  printed.  After  a few 
lemarks  in  favor  of  the  pending  motion  to  refer  and 
to  print,  from  Mr.  Russell,  Mr.  Cushman  demanded 
the  previous  question  ; which  being  ordered. 

The  motion  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  committee  of 
the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  and  that  the 
bill,  with  the  report,  be  printed,  prevailed. 

Mr.  Naylor  asked  leave  to  offer  the  following 
resolution  ; which  was  read  for  the  information  of 
the  house : 

Resolved,  That  three  thousand  extra  copies  of  the 
report  of  the  secretary  of  the  navv,  transmitling  in- 
formation incompliance  with  the  resolution  of  this 
house  of  the  28tli  of  May  last,  relative  to  the  con- 
struction of  the  steam  frigate  Fulton,  be  printed. 

Mr.  Crary  objected  to  the  reception  of  the  reso- 
lution. 

Mr.  Naylor  said  he  hoped  the  gentleman  would 
withdraw  his  objection.  This  report  was  an  im- 
portant one.  The  natiun  had  made  an  experiment, 
by  introducing  into  her  navy  steam  vessels  of  war, 
steam  batteries.  The  question  would  soon  be. 


whether  they  should  be  introduced  generally  or 
not.  Many  supposed  that  steam  vessels  would 
prove  to  be,  in  no  short  time,  the  best  batteries  for 
the  protection  of  the  coast.  The  country  wanted 
information  upon  the  subject.  Builders,  and  others 
interested,  were  anxious  to  know’  whether  the 
Fulton  was  a failure  or  not;  and  desired  to  be  in- 
formed of  the  manner  of  her  construction,  and  of 
her  merits  and  defects.  He  (Mr.  N.)  had  received 
letters  from  gentlemen  in  all  parts  of  the  country, 
desiring  him  to  transmit  them  these  reports.  But 
lie  had  none  to  forward.  He  hoped,  as  this  was  a 
matter  of  national  importance,  and  as  there  was  a 
necessity  that  public  attention  should  be  drawn  to  it, 
the  objection  would  be  withdrawn.  Mr.  Crary 
persisted  in  his  objection.  Mr.  Russell,  from  the 
select  committee  appointed  on  the  subject,  reported 
a bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  establishingan  uni- 
form rule  of  naturalization.  Mr.  Toucey,  from  the 
committee  on  the  judiciary,  reported  a bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Abiel  Wood. 

Mr.  Boon  asked  leave  to  move  that  the  rules  of 
the  house,  appropriating  an  hour  each  day  for  the 
reception  of  the  reports  and  resolutions,  be  suspend- 
ed for  the  rest  of  the  session.  Mr.  Potts  objecting, 
Mr.  Boon  moved  that  the  rules  be  suspended  to 
enable  him  to  offer  this  motion.  Lost,  101  to  54  ; 
not  two-thirds. 

The  army  bill  was  again  taken  up ; pending  the 
motions, 

1st.  To  reconsider  the  vote  on  engrossment. 

2d.  To  recommit  the  bill,  with  instructions. 

Mr.  Thompson  expressed  himself  opposed  to  so 
much  of  the  bill  as  went  to  add  the  topographical 
corps.  But,  as  to  the  pay  of  officers,  he'  thought 
some  increase  was  necessary.  It  was  shamefully 
inadequate  as  at  present  provided.  He  was  in 
favor  of  the  proposed  extra  rations  for  every  five 
years.  He  passed  a eulogy  on  the  branch  of  the 
service  intended  to  be  aided  by  this  provision.  He 
was  in  hopes  that  the  bill  might  be  recommitted,  or 
reconsidered,  and  made  as  perfect  as  possible,  and 
then  passed  (he  was  willingto  say,  without  debate) 
by  the  house.  Mr.  Mercer  made  a few  remarks, 
the  tenor  of  which  was  entirely  lost,  by  reason  of 
the  position  assumed  by  that  gentleman,  his  back 
bpiiig  turned  to  the  repoiter.  Mr.  Johnson,  of 
Louisiana,  was  in  favor  of  the  proposed  increase  of 
the  engineer  corps,  and  made  some  statements 
tending  to  show  its  necessity.  Mr.  Mason , of  Ohio, 
w’as  in  favor  of  recommitment.  He  hoped  the  bill 
would  undergo  a thorough  revision  before  it  should 
be  finally  acted  on.  Mr.  McKay  defended  the  bill 
as  reported,  at  some  length.  Mr.  Grant  moved  the 
previous  question,  (on  reconsidering.) — Ayes  101, 
noes  gave  it  up.  So  there  was  a second : and  the 
main  question  (will  the  house  reconsider?)  was  or- 
dered to  be  put.  Mr.  Garland,  of  Louisiana,  asked 
for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  main  question.  Or- 
dered. And  the  house  refused  to  reconsider  by  the 
following  vote  : 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Atherton, 
Aycrigg,  Beirne,  Bell,  Bond,  Borden,  Briggs, 
Buchanan,  Bynum,  Wm.  B.  Calhoun,  Wm.  B. 
Campbell,  Carter,  Chambers,  Cheatham,  Coles, 
Connor,  Crary,  Cushman,  Darlington,  Davies, 
Dennis,  Dunn,  Elmore,  Everett,  Fillmore,  Rice 
Garland,  Goode,  J.  Graham,  Wm.  Graham,  Griffin, 
Hamer,  Harlan,  Hastings,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Henry, 
Herod,  Ingham,  T.  B.  Jackson,  J.  W.  Jones,  Ken- 
nedy, Klingensmith,  Leadbe’fer.  Logan,  Lyon, 
Marvin,  Samson  Mason,  Maury,  Maxwell,  McKen- 
nan, Mercer,  Milligan,  Montgomery,  Naylor,  Ogle, 
Patterson,  Peck,  Petri  kin.  Pope,  Potts,  S.  S.  Pren- 
tiss, Rariden,  Randolph,  Reily,  Rencher,  Ridgway, 
Robertson,  Rutnsey,  Russell,  Sawyer,  Sheff'er,  C. 
Shepard,  Shields,  Slade,  Southgate,  Stanley,  Stone, 
Stratton,  Taliaferro,  Thomas,  Thompson,  Tilling- 
hast, Underwood,  Vanderveer,  Wagener,  J.  Whitp, 
E.  Whittlesey,  L.  Williams,  S.  Williams,  J.  W. 
Williams,  C.  H.  Williams,  Word — 94. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  J.  W.  Allen,  Anderson,  Banks, 
Beatty,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Boon,  Broadhead,  Bron- 
son, Cambreleng,  Casey,  Chaney,  Clark,  Cleveland, 
Crockett,  Cushing,  Davee,  Deberry,  DeGftff, 
Drorogoole,  Edwards,  Evans,  Farrington,  Fairfield, 
Richard  Fletcher,  Isaac  Fletcher,  Foster,  Fry, 
Gallup,  James  Garland,  Glascock,  Grantland, 
Grant,  Gray,  Grennell,  Haley,  Hammond,  Harri- 
son, Haynes,  Holsey,  Holt,  Hubley,  William  H. 
Hunter,  H.  Johnson,  J.  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones, 
Keim,  Kemble,  Kilgore,  Legare,  Lincoln,  Mallory, 
J.  M.  Mason,  Martin,  McKay,  R.  McClellan,  A. 
McClellan,  McClure,  Miller,  Moore,  C.  Morris, 
Murray,  Noble,  Noyes,  Owens,  Palmer,  Parker, 
Parmenter,  Parris,  Paynter,  Pennybaeker,  Phelps, 
Pickens,  Plumer,  Potter,  Pratt,  J.  II.  Prentiss, 
Richardson,  Rives,  Robinson,  Sergeant,  Snyder, 
Spencer,  Stuart.  Taylor,  Titus,  Toland,  Towns, 
Turney,  Vail,  Webster,  Weeks,  A.  S.  White,  T. 
T.  Whittlesey,  Yell — 95. 
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The  question  recurring  on  the  rnoiion  to  recom- 
mit, with  instructions,  as  moved  by  Mr.  Carter,  of 
Tennessee,  Mr.  Bronson  moved  tile  previous  ques- 
tion, (siiaii  the  bill  pass?) 

On  seconding  this  motion  the  vote  stood,  Ayes 
83,  noes  51.  bo  there  was  a second. 

On  the  question  (shall  the  main  question  be  now 
put?) 

Mr.  liendur  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays.  Or- 
dered; and  the  house  decided  that  the  main  question 
be  now  put,  as  lollovvs:  Yeas  101,  nays  76. 

Ami  on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill,  the  vote  was 
as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  J.  W.  Allen,  Anderson,  An- 
drews, Banks,  Beatty,  Beirne,  Bicknell,  Biddle, 
Birdsall,  Borden,  Brodhead,  Bronson,  John  Cal- 
houn, Cauibreleng,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chapman, 
Clark,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Craig,  Cushing,  Dawson, 
Davee,  D-  berry,  DeGraif,  Dromgonle,  Edwards, 
Elmore,  Evans,  Farrington,  Fairfield,  R.  Fletch- 
er, Foster,  Fry,  Gallup,  J.  Garland,  Glascock, 
Grantland,  Grant,  Gray,  Grennell,  Haley,  Ham- 
mond, Hauler,  Harrison,  Hayms,  Hulsey,  Hoit,  | 
Hubley,  VV.  H.  Hunter,  T.  B.  Jackson,  H.  Johnson, 
J.  Jonuson,  N.  Jones,  Keim,  Kemble,  Kennedy, 
Kilgore.  Legar-  . Lincoln,  Logan,  Lyon,  Mallory, 
J.  mi.  Mason,  Martin,  McKay,  R.  McClellan,  A. 
McClellan,  McClure,  Miller,  Moore,  S.  W.  Mor- 
ris, Amble,  Noyes,  Owens,  Palmer,  Parker,  Pannen- 
ter,  Parris,  Paynter,  Phelps,  Phillips,  Pluiner, 
John  H.  Pre  hiss,  S.  S.  Prentiss,  Rhett,  Richardson, 
Rives,  Robinson,  Shields,  Sheplor,  Sibley,  Snyder, 
Southgate,  Spencer,  Stuart,  Taylor,  Titus,  'Poland, 
Towns,  Turney,  Fail,  Webster,  Weeks,  Albert  S. 
White,  J.  White,  T.  T.  Wnittlesey  Jared  W.  Wil- 
liams, Joseph  L.  Williams,  Yell — -112. 

NAYs — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Homan  Al- 
len, Atherton,  Aycrigg,  Bell,  B-md,  Briggs,  Bu- 
chanan, William  B.  Calhoun,  W.  B.  Campbell,  J. 
Campbell,  Carter,  Chambers,  Cheatham,  Connor, 
Crockett,  Cushman,  Darlington,  Dennis,  Dunn, 
Everett,  Ewing,  Isaac  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  R.  Gar- 
land, Gaode,  J.  Graham,  VV.  Graham,  Griffin,  Har- 
lan. Hastings,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Henry,  Hprod,  J. 
W.  Jones,  Marvin,  S.  Mason,  Maury,  Maxwell, 
McKennan,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Montgomery,  Cal- 
vary Morris,  Murray,  Naylor,  Ogle,  Patterson, 
Peck,  Petrikin,  Pope,  Potts,  Rariden,  Randolph, 
Reily,  Rancher,  Ridgway,  Robertson,  Rumsey, 
Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Shelter,  C.  Shepard,  Slade, 
Stanly,  Stone,  Stratton,  Thomas,  Thom  "son,  Til- 
linghast,  (Jnderyvood,  Vanderveer,  Elisha  Whittley- 
sey,  Lewis  Williams,  Sherrod  Williams,  C.  H.  Wil- 
liams, Word,  York," — SO. 

So  the  bill  yvas  passed,  and  returned  to  the  seriate 
for  concurrence  in  the  amendments. 

Mr.  Rice  Garland  moved  to  amend  the  title,  which 
originally  read  as  follows:  “An  act  to  increase  the 
present  military  establishment  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  other  purposes,”  by  inserting  after  the  word 
“states,”  the  following,  “the  pay  of  officers  . and 
'privates,  and  the  patronage  of  the  executive.”  And 
on  this  he  asked  the  yeas  and  nays..  Ordered.  Mr. 
Glascock  demanded  the  previous  question.  Second- 
ed, ordered,  and  canied.  So  tile  title  yvas  adopted, 
as  originally  reported;  and  the  hill  went  to  the 
senate. 

Several  bills  from  the  senate  were  read  tyvice,  and 
appropriately  referred. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sergeant,  the  house  went  into 
committee  of  the  yvhole  on  the  state  of  the  union. 
Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  was  called  to  the  chair. 
Mr.  Sergeant  moved  to  take  up  bill  394,  being  'lie 
bill  to  provide  lor  certain  harbors,  &c.,  which  mo- 
tion prevailed;  and  the  bill  yvas  about  to  be  read, 
when  Mr.  Goode  asked  if  it  would  be  in  order  to 
move,  at  that  time,  that  the  new  harbor  bill  be  ta- 
ken up  and  consideri-d  at  the  same  time  with  the 
bill  already  taken  up.  The  Chairman  responded  in 
the  negative;  and  1 he  bill  was  read.  Mr.  Sergeant 
said  that  there  were  sundry  amendments  from  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means,  which  he  hoped 
members  would  permit  him  to  other  first,  so  as  to 
complete  the  bill  as  intended  to  be  presented  bv  the 
comjnittee  of  ways  and  means.  Mr.  Mercer  said 
that  this  yvas  a new  proposition.  The  bill  should 
be  read  clause  by  clause,  and  Ihe  amendments  otter- 
ed afterwards.  Mr.  Sergeant  withdrew  his  propo- 
sition, and  the  hill  was  read  clause  by  clause. 

The  first  clause  upon  which  any  debate  arose, 
was  making  an  appropriation  of  $69,733  59  for  the 
carrying  on  of  certain  works  in  the  harbor  of  Mich- 
igan city,  la.  Mr.  Whit!  ottered  an  amendment, 
the  object  of  which  was  to  modify  somewhat  the 
plan  prescribed  by  a former  act  of  congress  for  the 
carrying  on  of  this  work.  Mr.  Cambreleng! after 
Mr.  W.  had  stated  the  necessity  of  the  proposed 
amendment)  conceded  that  the  object  of  the  gentle- 
man was  a good  one,  hut  that  it  was  not  then  com- 
petent to  make  the  motion  he  had  done.  The 
amendment  was  rejected. 


Mr.  Underwood  observed  that  the  act  of  the  last 
congress  appropriated  $30,000,  and  made  some  in- 
quiries (vrliich  Mr.  White  answered)  as  to  the  ne- 
cessity of  this  additional  $60,000,  and  then  the 
clause  was  adopted  by  the  committee. 

The  next  clause  which  was  taken  into  considera- 
tion was,  “lor  the  continuing  of  the  works  at  the 
harbor  near  the  mouth  of  the  river  Raisin,  Michi- 
gan, $15,000.” 

Mr.  Cran / moved  to  amend  this  clause  by  strik- 
ing out  “$15,000,”  and  inserting  “$31,462  37.” 
Pending  t his  motion,  the  hour  arrived  lor  the  house 
to  take  its  usual  recess. 

EVENING  SESSION. 

Mr.  Lyon  offered  an  amendment  appropriating 
fifty  thousand  dollars  for  the  continuation  of  the  im- 
provements commenced  at  Dog  river  bar  and  Chah- 
layv  pass,  in  the  bay  of  Mobile. 

Mr.  Lyon  addressed  Ihe  committee  at  some  length 
in  favor  of  tile  amendment,  and  said  l.e  felt  much 
regret  that  the  committee  of  yvays  and  means  had 
omitted  to  recommend  an  appropriation  for  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  work  referred  to  in  his  amendment. 
Congress  had,  at  the  hast  session,  determined  to 
make  an  improvement  in  the  navigation  of  the  bay 
of  mobile,  by  deepening  the  channel  across  Dog 
river  bar  and  at  Chahlayv  pass,  and  had  appropriated 
$50,000  towards  the  completion  of  the  work.  The 
engineer,  upon  w hose  report  the  appropriation  yvas 
made,  had  estimated  the  entire  cost  of  the  work  at 
$150,000.  The  sum  heretofore  appropriated  would, 
as  he  had  been  informed  by  a letter  from  an  intel- 
ligent friend,  have  been  exausted  by  Ihe  first  of 
August,  and  he  was  not  willing  the  work  should  be 
arrested  for  want  of  funds.  He  desired  that  the 
clerk  might  read  the  report  of  the  engineer,  cap- 
tain Chase,  upon  which  the  improvement  w as  com- 
menced; a memorial  from  the  chamber  of  commerce 
of  Mobile;  and  also,  a report  from  captain  Chase  to 
the  engineer  department,  recommending  an  appro- 
piiation  for  the  present  year.  These  papers  hav- 
ing been  read,  Mr.  Lyon  said  he  con  Id  imagine  no 
possible  ground  upon  which  the  appropriation 
could  be  refused.  The  work  had  been  commenc- 
ed by  authority  of  congress,  and,  if  not  prosecu- 
ted to  a successful  termination,  the  amount  al- 
ready expended  would  have  been  thrown  away.  If 
prosecution  of  the  work  was  delayed  for  want  of 
funds,  injury  and  loss  would  result  to  the  govern- 
ment and  to  those  interested  in  its  completion.  It 
would  be  seen  that  captain  Cha^e,  whose  character 
lor  intelligence  and  for  skill  and  experience  in  Ids 
profession  was  well  known,  had  expressed  (he 
opinion  that  the  improvement,  when  completed, 
would  be  permanent.  It  is  slated  in  his  report  that 
the  depth  of  water  on  Dog  river  bar  does  not  ex- 
reed 9 1-2  teet;  that  the  bar  is  composed  of  river  al- 
luvian,  and  has  not  changed  its  character  for  the 
last  twenty  years.  The  improvement  recommend- 
ed, and  which  has  been  commenced  under  the  ap- 
propriation of  the  last  session,  is  to  deepen  the 
channel  across  the  bar  so  as  to  secure  12  leet  of 
water.  Mr.  L.  said  it  was  not  necessary  for  him  to 
say  that  the  government  and  its  constituents  were 
deeply  interested  in  (his  improvement.  Vessels 
drawing  from  17  to  20  feet  of  water  could  enter  the 
bay  of  Mobile,  hut,  owing  to  the  obstructions  de- 
scribed in  the  report  from  I he  engineer  department, 
vessels  drawing  over  9 1-2  feet  water  could  not 
conveniently  approach  the  city  of  Mobile.  They 
were  compelled  to  remain  at  anchor  at  from  ten  to 
twentv-five  miles  beloyv  the  city,  and  discharge 
their  cargoes,  and  reload  with  the  aid  of  lighiers,  at 
much  expense  and  inconvenience.  This  expense 
and  inconvenience  yvas  a matter  of  some  conse- 
quence to  persons  interested  arid  concerned  in  the 
trade  and  commerce  of  Mobile.  The  amount  of 
money  asked  of  the  government  to  defray  the  ex 
pense  of  improving  the  navigation  oe  the  bay  of 
Mobile  was  small  when  compared  with  the  benefits 
expected  from  the  work.  Uprvards  of  300,000 
bales  of  colton  had  been  shipped  from  Mobile 
during  the  past  winter  and  spring.  With  this  large 
exportation  of  cotton,  and  a corresponding  import 
trade,  the  city  and  the  country  interested  in  its 
trade  and  commerce  harl  a right  to  expect  some 
countenance  from  the  government. 

Mr.  L.  trusted  that  Ihe  mere  omission  of  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means  to  recommend  the  ap- 
propriation would  not  be  considered  a sufficient 
cause  for  its  rejeclion.  That  committee  had  not 
decided  against  it.  They  had  omitted,  from  some 
cause,  to  act  upon  the  question  at  all;  and  if  the 
layv  already  passed,  authorizing  the  improvement, 
was  to  be  carried  into  effect,  no  argument  could  be 
urged  against  his  amendment  which  would  not  ap- 
ply with  equal  force  to  every  other  appropriation 
proposed  by  the  bill.  No  one  denied  the  impor- 
tance and  necessity  of  the  work;  all  knew  it  had 
been  commenced  under  the  authority  of  law;  and 
. he  hoped  the  evidence  he  had  adduced,  that  the  last 


appropriafion  would  be  exhausted  by  the  next 
month,  would  induce  the  house  to  act  upon  the 
question  of  making  a further  appropriation  now. 
The  report  to  the  engineer  department,  a oopy  of 
which  had  been  read,  would  slioyv  that  the  amount 
proposed  by  his  amendment  was  necessary  for  the 
present  year. 

Mr.  L.  said  he  had  brought  the  subject  of  this 
appropriation  with  the  lacls  connected  with  it,  to 
the  notice  of  a member  of  the  committee  of  w ays 
and  means,  (Mr.  McKim,)  who  had  etiarge  of  t tie 
bill,  and  whose  unlortnnate  death  had  no  doubt 
been  t he  cause  of  the  case  being  overlooked  by  t he 
committee  in  their  report.  He  appealed  lo  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  to  say  whether  the  case 
had  not  as  much  merit  as  any  other  improvement 
embraced  in  the  bill.  He  repeated  that  his  amend- 
ment did  not  propose  a new  work  of  improvement, 
but  simply  provided  an  appropriation  for  one  alrea- 
dy anti  orized  by  layv  and  in  progress.  He  said  he 
would  also  appeal  to  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, (Mr.  Sergeant,)  who  reported  the  bill,  and 
had  charge  of  it  as  a member  of  the  committee  of 
yvays  and  means;  to  say  whether  any  objection 
could  be  urged  against  iiis  amendment  which  did 
not  apply  to  every  other  case  provided  lor  in  the 
hill.  All  the  appropriations  embraced  in  the  bill 
app lied  to  works  already  commenced.  The  im- 
provement in  Mobile  haj-  had  been  c<  mmenced, 
and  had  as  much  merit  and  as  strong  claims  to  at- 
tention this  session  as  any  other  ease.  He  hoped 
he  would  not  be  told  that  the  amount  necessary  to 
continue  the  improvement  at  Mobile  could  Hot  he 
obtained  now,  because  the  claim  was  not  sanction- 
ed and  recommended  by  the  committee  of  yvays 
and  means.  He  regretted  lie  hail  not  cite  aid  of 
their  recommendation,  but  the  failure  of  the  com- 
mittee to  provide  for  the  continuation  of  the  work 
referred  to  had  not  been  his  fault.  He  said  his  con- 
stituents had,  within  the  last  three  cr  four  years, 
paid  into  the  public  treasury  a very  large  amount  of 
revenue.  They  had  asked  a small  amount  lo  he 
expended  in  a work  which  the  government  yvas  in- 
terested  in  constructing,  and  which  yvas  of  much 
importance  to  all  persons  engaged  in  commerce. 
He  did  not  suppose  for  a moment  that  the  appro- 
priation would  be  refused. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  warmly  opposed  the  amendment, 
and  went  into  a general  course  of  remarks  on  the 
boundless  extravagance  of  congress  in  voling 
money  for  works  otint-rnal  improvement.  If  gen- 
tlemen proceeded  as  they  were  now  going  on,  one 
hundred  millions  of  dollars  would  not  he  enough 
for  completing  the  works  proposed,  fie  adverted 
to  Hie  rise  of  litis  policy  in  the  latter  pari  of  Mr. 
Adams’  administration,  and  lectured  gentlemen  on 
both  sides  of  the  house  for  their  importunities  to 
the  chief  of  the  topographical  bureau  for  more  sur- 
veys, and  for  the  extension  of  t hose  already  begun. 
Gentlemen  might  go  on  offering'  amendments  in 
committee;  but  when  this  hill  should  come  into  the 
house  he  should  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  every 
individual  item,  and  the  bill  should  be  made  a test 
of  principle.  He  severely  reproached  those  friends 
of  the  administration  who,  at  a time  like  this, 
when  the  treasury  was  represented  as  bankrupt, 
and  the  government  w as  daily  taunted  on  its  extra- 
vagant expenditures,  were  demanding  appropria- 
tions on  appropriations  for  works  of  internal  im- 
provement. He  was  very  indignant  that  in  this 
one  bill  there  should  be  a million  and  a half  of  dol- 
lars devoted  to  the  improvement  of  rivers  and  har- 
bors on  the  lakes.  If  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means  had  had  the  requisite  time  to  examine  the 
various  items,  this  never  would  have  happened, 
hut,  beitig  obliged  (o  report  these  bills  within  thirty 
days  from  the  opening  of  the  session,  it  had  been 
impracticable. 

Mr.  Palmer , of  New  York,  spoke  for  some  time, 
but  his  back  being  to  the  reporters,  what  he  said 
was  not  heard,  ror  can  they  tell  on  which  side  of 
the  question  he  spoke.  Mr.  Jdams  said  he  had 
been  exceedingly  edified  bv  the  lecture  delivered 
by  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  and  the  castigation  he  had  administered  to 
gentlemen  of  both  parties  for  being  willing  to  vote 
money  for  works  of  infernal  improvement  for  the 
good  of  the  nation.  The  gentlemen  had  reminded 
the  house  that  at  tile  beginning  of  Mr.  A.’s  admin- 
istration there  had  been  no  such  appropriations. 
Mr.  A.  was  sorry  for  it.  Mr.  Cambrelens  here  ex- 
plained. His  object  had  not  been  to  criminate  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts.  Neither  his  nor 
any  other  administration  was  answerable  for  this 
system  of  expenditure.  It  had  had  its  birth  in  the 
house  of  representatives,  and  they  alone  were  an- 
swerable for  it. 

Mr.  Mams  did  not  thank  the  gentleman  for  so 
excusing  him;  the  more  of  this  blame  he  laid  at  the 
door,  the  belter.  Not  a dollar  of  the  yvhole  amount 
which  had  ever  been  voted  for  works  of  this  de- 
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scr.plion  v\ ouli.1  Mr.  A.  wish  back  in  the  treasury. 
And  as  for  ihe  gentleman’s  castigation,  Mr.  A had 
endured  be  lore  now  perhaps  even  greater  calamities 
than  that.  B it  there  was  one  question  which, 
whethei  by  right  or  by  courtesy  he  could  not  tell, 
(for  it  seemed  that  members  now  had  no  right  to 
put  questions  to  the  heads  of  committees,  he  de- 
sired to  put  to  the  honorable  chairman.  There  was 
a rningr  current  about  the  house  that  that  gentle- 
man was  likely  to  I'avoi  the  house,  before  its  ad- 
journment, with  another  treasury  note  bill;  he 
wished  to  know  if  such  was  or  was  not  the  case. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  replied,  that  if  the  honorable 
gentleman  expected  another  treasury  note  bill,  it 
must  be  Irom  those  who  voted  in  favor  of  the  bill 
now  belore  the  house;  he  would  certainly  get  none 
trom  the  committee  of  ways  and  means. 

Mr.  Adams  was  happy  to  hear  that  no  such  bill 
was  to  be  reported  from  that  committee;  he  felt 
very  sure  that  the  friends  of  the  harbor  bill  would 
bring  none  forward.  Mr.  A.  then  went  into  some 
remarks  in  support  of  the  bill ; which  he  maintain- 
ed as  an  economical,  and  not  an  extravagant  mea- 
sure. Tne  empire  state,  he  believed,  was  pretty 
liber  illy  treated  in  the  bill.  True,  there  was  noth- 
ing for  the  gentleman’s  own  city  ; but  there  were 
provisions  for  the  harbors  on  the  lakes.  Perhaps 
the  wrath  manitested  by  the  honorable  chairman 
might  originate  from  some  lesrntment  against  the 
good  people  of  the  state  of  New  York  for  certain  re- 
cent manifestations  of  opinion,  and  this  might  in- 
duce him  so  vehemently  to  oppose  the  bill.  But 
while  the  gentleman  was  so  zealous,  this  afternoon, 
in  behalf  of  economy,  when  this  harbor  bill  was  up, 
where  had  been  his  pconomy  this  morning,  when 
he  voted  to  impose  a permanent  tax  of  a million 
and  a half  of  dollars  for  the  increase  of  the  standing 
army  ? 

Mr.  A.  Imre  went  at  considerable  length  into  a 
statement  of  his  objections  to  that  bill,  until  he  was 
reminded  by  Mr.  Chambers  that  the  army  hill  had 
passed,  and  that  it  was  the  harbor  bill  which  was 
now  belore  Ihe  house. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  vindicated  his  own  course  in  vo- 
ting lor  the  army  bill  as  being  a measure  of  econo- 
my on  the  widest  scale.  Had  that  bill  not  passed, 
the  defence  ol  the  liontiers  would  have  cost,  in- 
stead ol  one  and  a half  millions,  four  or  five  mil- 
lions. The  bill  would  save  the  country  three  mil- 
lion annually,  now  and  forever.  The  services  of 
militia  cost  the  government  five  times  as  much  as 
those  ot  regulars.  Mr.  Adams  replied,  and  warmly 
defended  the  policy  of  employing  militia,  rather 
than  mercenaries,  even  at  ten  times  the  expense  ; 
especially  where  the  object  was  to  keep  down  our 
own  people.  Mr.  A.  spoke  with  much  feeling 
against  pointing  bayonets  at  the  breasts  of  our  own 
people,  and  hinted  that  if  paid  soldiers  were  so  em- 
ployed on  our  northern  frontier  it  was  doubtful 
wh-ther  the  purpose  would  be  accomplished. 

He  went  on  at  great  length  into  the  subject,  un- 
til Mr.  Grennell  appealed  to  the  chair  to  say  whe- 
ther the  remarks  of  his  colleague  were  strictly  in 
order.  The  Chair  said  they  had  been  permitted, 
thus  far,  as  a reply  to  Mr.  Cambreleng,  but  were 
not  strictly  in  order. 

After  some  further  remarks  of  Mr.  Adams,  in 
w hich  he  closed  with  expressing  a hope  that  the 
threats  of  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means  would  deter  no  member  from  the  inde- 
pendent exercise  ot  his  rights. 

Mr.  Foster  signified  his  surprise  at  the  attack  of 
the  chairman  on  the  bill  his  committee  had  report- 
ed to  the  house.  It  was,  however,  a subject  of  con- 
gratulation thal  a majority  of  that  committee  did 
not  agree  in  sentiment  with  their  chairman. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  said  his  colleague  was  entirely 
mistaken.  A majority  of  the  committee  diil  agree 
w ill)  him  fully.  Mr.  Foster  said,  this  made  the  mat- 
ter still  more  extraordinary.  Whence  came  the 
bill’  How  did  it  get  into  the  house?  Was  if  re- 
ported by  a committee,  the  majority  of  whom 
thought  it  extravagant  and  dangerous,  and  calcula- 
ted to  injure  the  government,  and  bankrupt  the 
treasury?  No  report  from  a minority  expressed 
dissent;  not  a word  had  been  said  that  would  lead 
to  such  an  idea.  The  bill  had  been  regularly  re- 
ported, months  ago  ; and  now,  on  its  passage,  came 
the  declaration  that  a majority  of  the  committee 
were  opposed  to  it!  If  so,  why  did  they  report  if? 
He  hoped  the  yeas  and  nays  would  be  called.  He 
was  ready  to  meet  them,  and  to  go  to  the  common- 
sense  of  the  people  of  his  own  state.  Mr.  F.  made 
some  strong  remarks  on  the  fact  that  the  opposition 
to  works  for  the  protection  of  commerce  should 
come  Iron)  Ihe  representative  of  the  commercial 
emporium  of  the  state  and  of  the  union.  He  wish 
ed  his  colleague  would  look,  for  once,  bevond  the 
overslaugh,  and  remember  the  weighty  interests 
embarked  on  the  western  waters  and  rivers  of  his 
own  state.  He  was  willing  his  own  vote  for,  and 


his  colleague’s  against,  Ihe  hill  should  be  laid  before 
the  people  ol  New  York. 

Mr.  Lyon  made  some  further  remarks  on  the 
amendment  lie  had  ottered,  which  he  feared  was 
likely  to  be  forgotten  in  a general  contest  on  the 
policy  ol'the  bill.  Mr.  Sergeant,  though  approving 
the  object  of  the  amendment,  observed  that  no  re- 
port from  the  department  had  been  received,  nor 
estimate  submitted.  Mr.  S.  exonerated  himself,  as 
a member  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means, 
from  all  share  in  the  fact  of  its  having  been  report- 
ed, while  a majority  of  the  committee  were  against 
the  bill  and  tiie  policy  on  which  il  was  founded. 
He  had  not  been  present  at  the  time;  and,  had  he 
entertained  the  remotest  idea  that  such  w as  the  fact, 
he  never  would  har  e consented  to  lake  charge  of 
the  bill ; which,  at  any  rale,  he  had  only  done  in 
consequence  of  the  death  of  Mr.  McKim,  who  had 
had  it  in  charge  originally.  Mr  S.  spoke  wilh 
warmth  against  the  assumption  of  authority  by  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means  to  tell  the  house 
that  works  of  improvement  ordered  by  both  houses, 
and  ordained  by  law,  should  not  be  carried  on. 
That  was  not  its  prov  ince.  It  was  to  report  on 
the  means  of  fulfilling  the  law,  not  condeuming 
the  law  as  ruinous,  and  extravagant,  and  profligate. 
They  had  no  authority  to  say  that  an  act  of  congress 
should  be  rep<  aled,  or  should  become  a dead  letter. 
The  chairman  might  be  ever  so  much  opposed  to 
measures  of  this  kind,  but  congress  had  made  them 
law  in  spite  of  his  opposition  ; and  now,  as  enjoying 
the  high  honor  of  being  chairman  oi'so  important  a 
committee,  it  was  his  place  not  to  furnish  the  house 
with  reasons  against  a law,  but  with  the  means  of 
executing  the  law.  All  the  works  in  this  hill  had 
already  received  the  sanction  of  congress,  and  laws 
had  passed  for  their  completion. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  said  that,  though,  as  members  of 
a committee,  gentlemen  might  feel  hound  to  report 
a bill,  yet,  as  members  of  the  house,  they  mighl  op- 
pose and  vote  against  if.  Mr.  Sergeant  proceeded 
to  comment  on  the  constitutional  objections  to 
works  of  internal  improvement,  made  by  gentlemen 
who  voted  freely  for  fortifications  and  for  a navy. 
But  it  it  was  constitutional  to  pi  otect  our  commerce 
from  enemies  approaching  onr  harbors  and  rivers, 
bow  could  it  be  unconstitutional  to  protect  it  against 
a natural  enpmy  within  tlie  harbor  itself;  and  which 
was  often  more  fatal  to  commerce,  and  even  to  hu- 
man life,  than  the  guns  of  1 he  enemy  ? Mr.  Cash- 
man  advocated  the  bill.  The  system  had  now  been 
established  for  thirty  years.  Congress  had  appro- 
priated for  works  in  some  parts  of  the  country,  and 
justice  demanded  they  should  do  Ihe  same  for  others. 
Mr.  Phillips  said  he  had  examined  the  papers  in  re- 
lation to  the  proposed  work  in  Mobile  bay,  and  was 
satisfied  of  its  utility  and  great  importance.  He 
explained  why  it  had  not  been  included  in  the  bill, 
owing  to  the  reports  coining  too  late,  &c.  Mr. 
Sibley  went,  at  length,  into  a speech  (to  be  report- 
ed hereafter)  in  defence  of  the  bill,  and  in  very  se-  i 
vere  reprobation  of  the  position  taken  by  his  col- 
league (Mr.  Cambreleng)  in  opposition  to  works 
upon  the  streams  and  harbors  of  his  own  state,  and 
for  the  projection  of  that  very  internal  commerce  by 
which  the  wealth  ami  prosperity  of  his  own  city 
had  been  so  largely  augmented . It  was  most  strange 
that  every  work  lor  the  improvement  of  the  interior 
of  New  York  should  be  opposed  by  a certain  poli- 
tical clique  in  the  city  of  New  York.  But  it  had 
ever  been  so,  from  the  first  proposal  ol'the  Erie  ca- 
nal down  to  this  hour. 

The  question  being  now  put  on  the  amendment 
proposed  by  Mr.  Lyon,  to  remove  an  obstruction  in 
the  harbor  of  Mobile,  it  was  agreed  to.  Another 
amendment,  offered  and  urged  bv  Mr.  Sherrod  Wil- 
liams, for  an  appropriation  ol  $120,000  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  navigation  of  the  Cumberland 
river  above  Nashville,  was  agreed  to  : Ayes  66,  noes 
62. 

Mr.  J.  L.  Williams  offered  the  following  amend- 
ment : 

“To  improve  that  portion  of  the  Tennessee  and 
Holsfon  rivers  which  was  surveyed  bv  col.  S.  H. 
Long,  of  Ihe  U.  S.  topographical  corps,  in  the  year 
1S32,  and  for  the  completion  of  the  improvements 
already  begun,  under  said  survey,  $50,000.” 

This  motion  was  negatived. 

Besides  which  a great  variety  of  amendment? 
were  proposed  in  committee,  for  form  sake,  and  re 
jected  ; when  the  committee  rose,  and  reported  the 
bill  and  amendments,  and 

The  house,  at  half  past  ten  o’clock,  adjourned. 

Tuesday , July  3.  Mr.  Adams,  who  had  the  floor, 
yielded  to  accommodate  Mr.  Slade , who  offered  a 
resolution,  which  was  agreed  to,  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  so  much  of  the 
nrcsident’s  message  as  relates  to  a national  foundry 
lie  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  es- 
tablishing such  foundry  at  the  city  of  Vergennc-s,  in 
the  state  of  Vermont. 


Mr.  Nuylor  wished  to  make  a motion  that  3,(100 
extra  copies  of  th-  report  respecting  the  construc- 
tion ol'the  frigate  Fulton  be  printed.  Leave  refu- 
sed. Mr.  Keim  inquired  whether  the  select  com- 
mittee on  a national  foundry  expected  to  report  this 
session?  To  which  inquiry  Mr.  Parker  replied  in 
the  negative.  Mr.  Garland,  of  Louisiana,  had  a 
correction  made  in  the  journal. 

Mr.  Goode  made  an  effort  to  get  the  committee 
of  the  whole  discharged  Irom  the  house  bill  No. 
592,  to  enable  the  United  States  to  bring  into  mar- 
ket the  altc  mate  sections  ol  land  granted  tor  aiding 
the  Erie  and  Wabash  canal. 

But  objection  was  made,  and  longer  time  was 
refused,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Howard,  that  Mr. 

J Adams  be  permitted  to  proceed,  else  He  re  might  be 
no  time  or  opportunity  for  a reply  to  his  argument. 

Mr.  Adams  then  resumed  Ihe  floor,  and  proceed- 
ed  in  his  constitutional  argument  against  I hi'  admis- 
sion of  Texas  into  the  Union.  He  continued  to 
speak  until  alter  the  expiration  of  tile  morning 
hour,  without  concluding. 

Several  senate  bills  were  read  and  referred. 

A bill  to  establish  a pension  agency  at  Decatur, 
Alabama,  was  read  a third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  senate  to  repeal  Ihe  deposite 
act  of  lb36  having  been  read,  Mr.  Cambreleng  de- 
livered a speech  in  its  favor,  contending  that  the 
law  ol  1836  was  in  its  operation  a nullity,  and  that 
the  true  issue  was  between  this  bill  anil  a bank  of 
the  United  States.  Mr.  Menefee,  Mr.  J egare,  and 
Mr.  Wise  spoke  earnestly  against  the  bill,  and  in 
reply  to  Mr.  Cambreleng. 

Mr.  Legare  moved  that  the  bill  be  referred  to  the 
committee  of  w ays  and  means,  and  printed  for  in- 
formation. Mr.  Cushman  inquired  of  the  chair,  if 
the  previous  question  should  be  earth  cl,  w hat  Ihe 
main  question  would  be?  The  Chair  replied  it 
would  be  on  the  engrossment  of  the  bill.  Mr. 
Cushman  then  moved  the  previous  question.  Mr. 
Curtis  moved  a call  of  the  house;  which  motion 
prevailing,  the  house  was  called.  Alter  which, 
absentees  were  called.  The  doors  were  then  clos- 
ed, and  excuses  received.  Next,  the  officers  of  the 
house  were  directed,  informally,  to  wait  on  absent 
members  and  invite  their  attendance.  Mr.  Harlan 
moved  to  suspend  further  proceedings  iri  the  call; 
bul  the  house  refused  to  do  so. 

The  motion  was  renewed;  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered;  when  the  motion  was  withdrawn. 
Alter  some  time,  it  was  renewed  again  ; and  file 
yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  and  taken,  and  resulted 
as  follows:  Yeas  16-i,  nays  45.  So  the  call  was 
suspended;  and  the  doors  were  thrown  open. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  seconding  the 
call  for  the  previous  question  ; when  the  ayes  were 
97,  the  mops  105  ; so  the  call  was  not  seconded  by 
the  requisite  majority;  the  house  thereby  refusing 
to  order  the  bill  to  its  engrossment  at  this  time. 

Mr.  Duncan  then  addressed  the  house  till  the 
expiration  of  the  morning  sitting,  without  conclud- 
ing his  remarks. 

„ EVENING  SESSION. 

Mr.  Duncan  resumed,  and  continued  his  remarks 
in  favor  of  the  bill  Irom  the  senate,  to  repeal  the 
deposite  act  of  1836,  pending  the  motion  lo  refer, 
which  was  under  consideration  befoie  the  recess. 
Mr.  Duncan  had  made  some  progress  in  his  remarks, 
when  Mr.  Revcher  rose  to  order,  and  asked  the  chair 
if,  under  Ihe  motion  to  refer,  it  was  competent  to 
go  into  Ihe  discussion  of  the  merits. 

The  Chair  said  certainly  not;  and  that,  if  the 
point  were  insisted  on,  he  should  be  obliged  to  re- 
strain the  debate  to  the  parlicular  question.  The 
motion  was  to  refer  ami  print,  ami  within  a few 
days  the  chair  had  found  it  difficult,  on  a similar  mo- 
tion, to  restrict  the  debate  within  proper  limits. 

Mr.  Duncan  proceeded  to  discuss  the  bill  at  large 
am!  bavins  proceeded  neatly  an  hour  longer,  was 
commenting  upon  the  course  pursued  by  the  Bank 
ol  the  United  States  of  Pennsylvania  in  financial 
affairs,  w hen  the  Chair  called  him  to  order,  as  stray- 
ing widely  from  the  question  under  consideration. 
Mr.  Duncan  again  proceeded.  After  about  half  an 
hour  lie  w as  called  lo  order  by  Mr.  Harlan,  for  com- 
menting upon  the  contents  of  a speech  of'  Mr.  Bell, 
delivered  some  time  since  in  Tennessee.  Mr.  Dun- 
can again  resumed,  and  was  proceeding  to  illustrate 
one  of  his  arguments  by  an  allusion  to  the  earth’s 
rotation,  and  that  of  the  sun,  when  the  Chair  said 
he  was  entirely  unable  to  see  the  relevancy  of  the 
gentleman’s  remarks  to  the  question  under  discus- 
sion. Mr.  Duncan  said  he  would  show  its  relevan- 
cy; and  proceeded  with  his  astronomical  illustra- 
tions, and  soon  clospd  his  remarks.  Mr.  Legare 
w ithdrew  his  motion  to  refer  and  print,  and  moved 
to  strike  out  the  second  section. 

Mr.  Robertson,  said,  understanding  the  motion  be- 
fore the  house  to  he  that  made  by  the  gentLman 
from  S.  Carolina,  (Mr.  Legare,)  be  should  move 
to  add  specific  instructions;  and  Mr.  R.  then  read 
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the  instructions,  in  substance,  requiring  the  com- 
mittee to  report  a bill  providing  for  special  deposites, 
and  repealing  all  existing  laws  prohibiting  the  re- 
ceipt of  the  notes  of  banks  issuing  notes  of  less 
denomination  than  five  dollais,  or  forbidding  such 
banks  to  be  used  as  depositories  of  the  public  mo- 
ney. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  would  prefer  to  have  the  question 
taken  on  Mr.  Legare’s  proposition  first;  but  it  was 
his  intention,  after  that,  to  move  these  instructions. 
He  then  proceeded  to  support  the  pending  proposi- 
tion and  his  own.  He  had  desired  before  this  late 
period  of  the  session  to  give  the  grounds  of  his  pre- 
ference for  the  measure  indicated  in  his  motion  over 
either  of  the  other  measures,  which  had  their  friends 
and  supporters  in  this  house.  The  sub-treasury 
scheme  had  failed.  The  national  bank  was  unat- 
tainable. The  state  deposite  system  had  not  an- 
swered its  purpose.  And  he  thought  that  the  pre- 
sent was  a good  opportunity  to  establish  the  special 
deposite  plan. 

He  argued  to  show  the  inconsistency  of  the  ad- 
ministration party's  opposing  this  scheme,  after  the 
recommendation  it  had  received  at  the  hands  of  the 
executive,  and  expressed  his  surprise  that  any  mem- 
ber of  that  party  should  be  willing  to  go  home  to 
his  constituents,  without  doing  something  for  the 
keeping  and  disbursement  of  the  revenue.  Mr.  R. 
said  he  should,  at  a proper  time,  urge  the  house  to 
vote  on  his  proposition. 

Mr.  Tillinghast  thought  it  impossible  that  the 
house  should  decide  to  separate  without  restoring 
the  public  money  to  the  protection  of  the  laws,  in 
some  form  or  other.  He  intimated  his  intention  of 
offering  an  amendment,  after  a vote  shall  have  been 
taken  on  those  of  Messrs.  Robertson  and  Legare. 
If  the  house  did  not  engraft  their  action  as  to  the 
keeping  of  the  finances  in  this  bill,  it  would  be  too 
late  to  do  any  thing  hereafter,  this  session,  this  be- 
* ing  a senate  bill. 

He  hoped  the  previous  question  would  not  be 
moved  upon  so  important  a measure  as  this,  until  a 
vote  could  be  taken  on  these  propositions  to  amend. 

Mr.  Tillinghast’s  proposed  amendment  was  then 
read  as  follows: 

Strike  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause,  and  insert 
the  following,  viz: 

“That  so  much  of  the  act  of  June  twenty-third, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-six,  entitled 
“An  act  to  regulate  the  deposites  of  the  public  mo- 
ney,” as  prohibits  the  receipt  of  the  notes  or  bills 
of  specie-paying  banks  which  have  issued,  since 
the  fourth  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty -six,  notes  or  bills  of  a less  denomination  than 
five  dollars;  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

“Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  *Tbat,  until 
other  provision  shall  be  made  by  law,  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  select  and 
employ,  as  depositories  of  the  public  money,  ac- 
cording to  the  provisions  of  said  act,  any  legally  es- 
tablished bank  which  shall  redeem  its  notes  and 
bills  on  demand  in  specie,  notwithstanding  it  may, 
since  the  fourth  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hun« 
dred  and  thirty-six,  have  issued  or  paid  out  bills  of 
a less  denomination  than  five  dollars. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  opera- 
tion of  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  April  four- 
teen, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-six, 
entitled  “An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  pay- 
ment of  revolutionary  and  other  pensioners  of  the 
United  States  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirty -six,”  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
suspended  until  further  order  of  congress.” 

Mr.  Grant  said  he  was  sorry  he  could  not  ac- 
commodate the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island;  but 
he  thought  all  would  agree  that  debate  would  not 
be  of  avail  at  this  stage  of  the  session.  He  should, 
therefore,  move  the  previous  question.  Mr.  Potts 
demanded  a call  of  the  house;  which  was  ordered: 
and  the  roll  having  been  called  twice,  and  once  for 
excuses,  there  were  found  to  be  thirty  members  ab- 
sent. Mr.  Whitliesey  suggested  that  the  officers 
notify  members  of  tile  call,  and  request  their  at- 
tendance, and  that  they  be  admitted  when  they  ar- 
rive. During  the  intermission  that  succeeded,  Mr. 
Boon  moved  to  suspend  further  proceedings  under 
the  call.  Mr.  Gray  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 
Ordered.  Mr.  Boon  withdrew  his  motion.  Mr. 
Garland,  of  Louisiana,  suggested  that  this  would 
be  a good  time  for  any  member  who  intends  to  offer 
a speech  to  the  house  to  speak.  [A  laugh.]  The 
Chair  said  that  that  would  not  be  regular.  Mr. 
Garland  said  that  the  rules  might  be  suspended, 
perhaps,  to  accommodate  gentlemen  so  inclined. 
The  Chair  remarked  that  the  previous  question 
could  not  be  suspended.  Mr.  Garlandszid it  might 
be  done  by  general  consent.  Mr.  Cambreleng  said 
lie  should  object.  Nobody  wanted  to  hear  any  more 
speaking,  he  presumed. 

All  the  absentees  (not  excused)  having  returned, 
excepting  twenty, 


Mr.  Fillmore  moved  to  suspend  the  further  pro- 
ceedings under  the  call;  the  yeas  and  nays  having 
been  ordered,  he  withdrew  the  motion;  which  was 
immediately  renewed  by  Mr.  Cambreleng,  who  said 
there  could  not  be  any  doubt  how  this  question 
would  be  decided,  and  he  therefore  moved  to  sus- 
pend all  further  proceedings  under  the  call;  and  on 
this  he  asked  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  order- 
ed. And  the  house  decided  to  suspend  the  pro- 
ceedings under  the  call,  as  follows:  ,Yeas  156,  nays 
63.  Mr.  Garland,  of  Virginia,  made  an  appeal  to 
Mr.  Grant  to  withdraw  the  motion  for  the  previous 
question,  in  order  that  the  question  be  taken  on  the 
amendments  without  debate.  Mr.  Grant  withdrew 
the  motion.  Messrs.  Gray  and  Davee  simultane- 
ously rose,  and  renewed  the  same.  On  seconding 
the  demand  for  the  previous  question,  the  divisiun 
was:  Ayes  96,  noes  102. 

So  there  was  no  second.  The  question  recurring 
on  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Legare  to  strike  out  the 
second  section  of  the  bill,  Mr.  Menefee  demanded 
the  yeas  and  nays,  which,  being  ordered,  resulted  as 
follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  II.  Allen, 
John  W.  Allen,  Aycrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Bor- 
den, Briggs,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  J.  Calhoun,  J.  Camp- 
bell, Carter,  Casey,  Chambers,  Chaney,  Cheatham, 
ChiMs,  Clark,  Corwin,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis, 
Cushing,  Darlington,  DaWSon,  Davies,  Deberry, 
Dennis,  Dunn,  Edwards,  Evans,  Everett,  Ewing, 
R.  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  James  Garland,  Rice  Gar- 
land, Goode,  James  Graham,  Wm.  Graham,  Grant- 
land,  Graves,  Grennell,  Griffin,  Hall,  Hamer,  Har- 
lan, Harper,  Hastings,  Hawes,  Henry,  Her-od,  Hoff- 
man, Hopkins,  R.M.  T.  Hunter,  Jenifer, Kennedy, 
Kilgore,  Legare,  Lincoln,  Lyon,  Mallory,  Marvin, 
J.  M.  Mason,  S.  Mason,  Maury,  Maxwell,  Me- 
Kennan,  Menefee,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Mitchell,  C. 
Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Patterson,  Pearce, 
Peek,  Phillips,  Pope,  Potts,  S.  S.  Prentiss,  Rariden, 
Randolph,  Reed,  Rencher,  Ridgway,  Robertson, 
Robinson,  Rumsey,  Russell,  Sergeant,  A.  H.  Shep- 
perd,  Charles  Shepard,  Shields,  Sibley,  Slade, 
Southgate,  Stanly,  Stuart,  Stratton,  Taliaferro, 
Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Underwood,  A.  S. 
White,  J.  White,  E.  Whittlesey,  L.  Williams,  S. 
Williams,  Jos.  L.  Williams,  Chris.  H.  Williams, 
Wise,  Word,  Yorke — 1)9. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Banks,  Beatty,  Beirne,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Boone, 
Bouldin,  Brodhead,  Bronson,  Buchanan,  Bynum, 
Cambreleng,  Chapman,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Connor, 
Craig,  Crary,  Cushman,  Davee,  DeGraff,  Drom- 
goole,  Duncan,  Elmore,  Farrington,  Fairfield,  I. 
Fletcher,  Foster,  Fry,  Gallup,  Glascock,  Grant, 
Gray,  Haley,  Hammond,  Harrison,  Hawkins, 
Havnes,  Holt,  Howard,  Hubley,  W.  H.  Hunter, 
Ingharn,  T.  B.  Jackson,  J.  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  J. 
W.  Jones,  Koim,  Kemble,  Klingensmith,  Leadbet- 
ter,  Lewis,  Logan,  Loomis,  Martin,  McKay,  R. 
McClellan,  A.  McClellan,  McClure,  Miller,  Mont- 
gomery, Moore,  S.  W.  Morris,  Noble,  Owens, 
Palmer,  Parker,  Parmenter,  Paris,  Paynter,  Penny- 
backer,  Petri  kin.  Phelps,  Plumer,  Potter,  J.  H, 
Prentiss,  Reily,  Rhett,  Richardson,  Rives,  Sawyer, 
Sheffer,  Snyder,  Spencer,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus, 
Toucy,  Towns,  Turney,  Vail,  Wagener,  Webster, 
Weeks,  T.  T.  Whittlesey,  J.  W.  Williams,  Wor- 
thington, Yell — 101. 

So  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Legare  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Curtis  moved  to  amend  the  bill  as  follows: 

“And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  law- 
ful for  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  hereafter,  to 
select  and  employ  as  depositories  of  the  public 
money,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
June  23,  1336,  entitled  ‘An  act  to  regulate  the  de- 
posites  of  the  public  money,’  any  bank  which  shall 
redeem  its  notes  and  bills,  on  demand,  in  specie, 
notwithstanding  it  may  have,  since  the  4th  of  July, 
1836,  issued  or  paid  out  bills  of  a less  denomina- 
tion than  fwe  dollars.  That  the  operation  of  the 
second  section  of  the  act  of  April  14,  1836,  en- 
titled “An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  pay- 
ment of  revolutionary  and  other  pensioners  of  the 
United  States  for  the  year  1836,  be,  and  the  same 
is  hereby,  suspended  uutil  further  order  of  con- 
gress.” 

Mr.  Connor  then  moved  the  previous  question, 
the  main  question  being  on  the  passage  of  the  bill 
as  amended. 

The  division  on  seconding  was  ayes  94,  noes  104. 
So  there  was  no  second.  [Cries  of  question!  from 
every  part  of  the  house.] 

Mr.  Underwood  was  sorry  to  detain  the  house, 
but  he  thought  he  could  modify  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Curtis,  so  as  to  answer  his  purposes  better,  and 
to  meet  the  general  wishes  of  the  house.  He  re- 
minded the  house  that  the  bill  as  it  stood  only  took 
off  the  obnoxious  interdiction  upon  the  deposite 
banks  until  October,  after  which  it  would  go  on 
again.  Now  his  object  was  to  have  that  interdict 


taken  oil  allogether.  He  would  therefore  propose 
the  following  amendment: 

Strike  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause,  and  in-* 
sert: 

“That  the  fifth  section  of  an  act,  entitled  ‘An 
act  to  regulate  the  deposites  of  the  public  money,’ 
approved  23d  of  June,  1836,  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  repealed:  Provided,  however.  That  no  bank 
shall  be  selected  or  continued  as  a place  of  de-posite 
of  the  public  money,  which  shall  not  redeem  its 
notes  and  bills  on  demand  in  specie. 

Be  it  further  enacted,  fyc.,  That  so  much  of  the 
second  section  of  an  act  entitled  “ an  act  making 
appropriations  for  the  payment  of  the  revolutionary 
and  other  pensioners  of  the  United  States  for  the 
year  1836,  approved  April  14,  1836,  as  prohibits 
the  offering,  in  payment  to  the  creditors  of  the 
United  States,  bank  notes  of  less  denomination 
than  ten  and  twenty  dollars,  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby  repealed.” 

'i  he  Chair.  The  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  (Mr.  Curtis)  has  precedence. 
Mr.  Clark  would  send  to  the  chair  an  amendment, 
which,  he  trusted,  would  prove  acceptable,  as  a 
modification,  to  his  colleague,  viz  : 

“Insert  in  Mr.  Curtis’  amendment,  after  the 
words  'five  dollars’  the  following : Provided,  hone- 
ver.  That  this  provision  shall  not  extend  to  any 
bank  which  shall  issue  or  pay  out  any  note  or  bill 
of  less  denomination  than  five  dollars  after  the  4th 
of  July,  1839.”  Mr.  Curtis  preferred  his  own,  but 
would  agree  to  the  modification  proposed.  Mr. 
Bronson  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by  strik- 
ing out  the  words  “ until  the  farther  order  of 
congress,”  and  inserting  “for  two  years.”  Mr. 
Rives  moved  to  commit  the  bill  with  instructions  so 
to  amend  the  same  as  to  dispense  with  the  agency 
or  instrumentality  of  banks  in  the  fiscal  operations 
ol  the  government.  After  some  conversation  be- 
tween Messrs.  Rives  and  Robertson,  cries  of  question 
were  most  vociferously  reiterated;  and  the  yeas 
and  nays  being  ordered,  the  motion  of  Mr.  Ilives 
was  rejected  by  the  following  vote  : Yeas  97,  Naj'S 
113.  The  question  then  recurred  on  Mr.  Bronson’s 
amendment,  which  he  withdrew. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  Mr.  Curtis’ 
amendment,  which  Mr.  Craig  moved  to  amend  so 
as  to  provide  that  no  bank  should  be  employed,  as 
contemplated  by  the  amendment,  which  does  not 
keep  on  hand  one  dollar  in  specie  for  every  Ihree  of 
its  liabilities.  The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Boon  said  that  this  day  had  been  spent  in 
talking  and  voting  upon  a matter  dead,  buried, 
signed,  sealed,  and  delivered.  Nothing  but  the  re- 
spect he  had  for  the  house  prevented  him  from 
speaking  two  or  three  hours,  as  others  had  done 
before,  on  matters  and  things  in  general.  If  mem- 
bers would  vote  and  not  talk,  he  would  forego  that 
purpose. 

[Cries  of  go  on!  go  on!  agreed!  agreed! 
question  ! &e.] 

Mr.  Boon.  Sir,  I will  not  impose  upon  the 
house.  [Loud  laughter.] 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Craig,  which  was  rejected  by  the  fol- 
lowing vote  : Yeas  S6,  nays  114. 

Mr.  Parris  offered  an  amendment,  providing  that 
no  bank  be  chosen  as  a depository  of  public  money, 
which  has  not  one  dollar  in  specie  to  every  three 
of  its  circulation.  Mr.  Campbell,  of  South  Carolina, 
moved  to  commit  the  bill  to  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  with  instructions  to  report  an  amend- 
ment, providing  that  the  public  deposites  be  not 
used  for  banking  purposes.  The  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered  on  this  motion. 

Mr.  Stuart  called  for  a division  ; and  the  first 
question  was  put  upon  the  recommitment,  and  de- 
cided in  the  negative  as  follows  : Yeas  97,  nays  111. 

And  the  second  branch  of  the  proposition  fell  of 
course.  And  the  question  recurred  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Parris,  whoso  modified  his  motion  as  to  pro- 
vide that  every  deposite  bank  should  have  one  dollar 
in  specie  for  every  five  of  its  liabilities.  Pending:, 
this, 

Mr.  Foster  moved  to  commit  the  bill  to  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means,  with  instructions  to  re- 
port a hill  for  the  collection,  safe-keeping,  and  dis- 
bursement of  the  public  revenue,  so  as  to  dispense 
with  the  use  of  banks  as  depositories  thereof. 
Some  conversation  arising  as  to  the  identity  of  this 
proposition  and  that  already  acted  on,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Campbell,  (the  chair  inclining  to  the  opinion 
that  they  were!  not  identical,)  Mr.  Hopkins  de- 
manded the  previous  question.  On  seconding,  ayes 
66,  noes  gave  it  up.  The  Chair  then  decided  that 
the  last  proposition  was  identical  with  the  one  al- 
ready decided,  and  the  question  recurred  upon  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Parris.  Mr.  Bell  said  that  it  was 
very  apparent  that  the  sense  of  the  house  was  in 
favor  of  removing  the  disabilities  incurred  by  the 
banks  under  the  act  of  1836.  He  deprecated  such 
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frequent  motions  to  amend  and  to  commit  as  tend- 
ing only  to  defeat  the  bill.  In  this  view,  however 
proper,  many  of  these  amendments  doubtless  might 
be,  and  how  much  soever  inclined  to  vote  for  them 
members  might  be,  if  time  were  given  to  digest  a 
complete  system,  he  hoped  that,  under  the  circum- 
stances, all  such  motions  would  continue  to  be  voted 
down,  members  not  committing  themselves  thereby 
against  the  principles  thereof. 

Mr.  Parris’  amendment  being  then  under  con- 
sideration, Mr.  Campbell,  of  South  Carolina,  pro- 
posed an  amendment  thereto,  (which  the  mover  ac- 
cepted as  a modification,)  providing  that  the  public 
money  be  not  used  lor  banking  purposes.  Mr. 
Mherton  called  for  a division  of  the  question.  And 
the  yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered,  the  question 
was  taken  on  the  first  clause  of  the  amendment,  and 
was  decided  in  the  negative  by  the  following  vote  : 
Yeas  91,  nays  101. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  second  clause  of 
the  amendment,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative  by 
the  following  vote  : Yeas  101,  nays  101. 

The  Chair  voted  in  the  affirmative  ; so  the  proviso 
was  adopted. 

Mr.  H.  Garland  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
by  adding  the  following  proviso  : 

•*  Provided  no  bank  shall  be  selected  as  a deposi- 
tory which  shall  not  keep  in  its  vaults  an  amount  of 
specie  which,  together  with  the  balance  of  all  its 
accounts  with  specie-paying  banks,  shall  be  equal 
to  one-fifth  of  the  amount  of  its  notes  and  bills  in 
circulation  and  its  public  and  private  deposites.” 

Mr.  G.  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  ; which  were 
ordered.  Mr.  Wise  sustained  this  amendment,  as 
being  the  true  one  to  be  adopted.  Mr.  Bell  thought 
it  unimportant  whether  this  amendment  were 
adopted  or  not,  inasmuch  as  by  the  vote  just  taken 
the  bill  had  been  made  a special  deposite  bill. 
With  a full  house,  this  measure,  as  it  now  stands, 
he  thought,  could  not  be  carried  through.  Mr.  Un- 
derwood said  that  the  casting  vote  of  the  speaker 
had  placed  the  house  in  a dilemma,  which  would 
render  the  further  session  of  the  house  this  night 
W'orse  than  useless.  He  moved  that  the  house  do 
now  adjourn.  [A  quarter  before  10  o’clock.] 
Mr.  Grant  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays ; not  or- 
dered. Mr.  Bronson  demanded  tellers;  ordered; 
and  by  a vote  of  102  ayes,  noes  not  counted, 

The  house  then  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  July  4.  Mr.  Cambreleng,  from  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means,  reported  against 
senate  bills  for  the  relief  of  Francis  Newman,  late 
Collector  of  internal  revenues  and  direct  taxes  in 
Maryland;  and  an  act  supplementary  to  the  art  en- 
titled “An  act  to  establish  branches  of  the  mint  ofthe 
United  States,”  approved  March  3,  1835.  Mr.  C. 
also  reported  without  amendment  senate  bill  to  au- 
thorize the  sale  of  certain  lands  belonging  to  the 
United  States. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  transmitting  a report 
of  F.  R.  Hassler,  esq.  superintendent  ofthe  work 
for  the  fabrication  of  standard  weights  and  mea- 
sures. 

Also,  a letter  from  the  secretary  of  war,  trans- 
mitting copies  of  the  correspondence  between  the 
department  and  major  general  Scott,  in  relation  to 
the  removal  of  the  Cherokee  Indians,  as  required 
by  a resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives  of 
the  25lh  ult. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng,  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means  had  leave  to  sit  during  the  ses- 
sions of  the  house.  Mr.  Cambreleng  reminded  the 
house  that  to-morrow  was  the  last  day  on  which 
bills  originating  there  could  be  sent  to  the  senate. 
He  hoped  the  house  would  act  on  the  appropria- 
tion bills,  before  that  body,  before  that  time. 

Mr.  Prentiss,  of  Mississippi,  rose  to  make  a privi- 
leged motion,  and  said  he  claimed,  as  an  act  of  mere 
justice  to  those  concerned,  that  the  reports  and  evi- 
dence of  the  duel  committee  be  printed  before  the 
adjournment.  He  was  authorized  to  ask  this  at 
the  hands  ofthe  house  by  the  parties  concerned. 

The  Chair  sM  that  debate  could  not  be  had  with- 
out a motion  made.  Mr.  Prentiss  repeated  that,  in 
the  name  of  the  parties  concerned,  he  challeng- 
ed action  on  this  report  and  resolution.  Mr.  Cush- 
man rose  to  order.  No  question  was  before  the 
house.  Mr.  Prentiss  then  moved  that  the  house 
take  up  and  consider  the  report  and  resolution  of 
the  duel  committee.  Mr.  Gray  moved  to  lay  the 
motion  on  the  table.  Mr.  Wise  inquired  if  this 
would  not  be,  at  any  time,  a privileged  motion?  He 
wanted  action,  so  far  as  he  was  concerned,  upon 
this  question.  And  he  would  give  the  house  warn- 
ing that  he  had  waited  patiently.  The  Chair.  De- 
bate under  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table,  is  not  in 
order.  Mr.  Wise.  I know  that,  but  I hope  the 
peculiarity  of  my  situation  will  be  my  apology  with 
the  house  for  saying  that — Mr.  Gray  rose  to  order. 
Mr.  Wise  said  he  never  expected  justice  at  the 


hands  of  this  house  in  connexion  with  this  subject. 
[Great  cries  of  order!]  The  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Prentiss  were  asked,  but  not  order- 
ed. Mr.  Gray’s  motion  to  lay  Mr.  P’s  motion  on 
the  table  prevailed.  Mr.  Jldarns  was  then  about  to 
proceed  in  continuation  of  the  Texas  discussion, 
when  Mr.  Wise  asked  the  house  at  least  to  do  him 
the  justice  to  print  the  reports  and  evidence  before 
they  should  finally  separate. 

Mr.  Mams  occupied  the  remainder  of  the  morn- 
ing hour  in  the  continuation  of  his  remarks  upon 
the  annexation  of  Texas. 

Mr.  Biddle  moved  a suspension  of  the  rules,  to 
take  up  the  senate  bill  relating  to  steamboat  boilers. 
He  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  but  the  house  did  not 
order  them.  The  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  did 
not  prevail. 

Mr.  Thompson  asked  leave  to  propound  a ques- 
tion to  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr. 
Adams.)  Objection  being  made.  Mr.  Thompson 
said  his  object  was  to  ask  that  gentleman  if  it  was 
his  intention  to  occupy  the  morning  hour  for  the 
remainder  of  the  session  on  the  Texas  question,  thus 
precluding  all  chance  of  a reply.  Several  bills 
were  taken  up  and  acted  on  from  the  table. 

Mr.  Grennell  rose  and  asked  permission  of  the 
house,  at  this  time,  to  move  that  the  committee  of 
the  whole  be  discharged  from  the  consideration  of 
the  senate  bill  against  duelling,  and  that  the  bill  be 
brought  into  the  house  for  its  action  thereon.  Ob- 
jection being  made,  Mr.  G.  said  that  he  acted 
from  a strong  sense  of  duty  in  making  this  request, 
having  been  instructed  by  the  legislature  of  his 
state  to  bring  this  subject  before  the  house  for  dis- 
tinct action.  He  moved  to  suspend  the  rules,  for 
the  purpose  of  enabling  him  to  make  the  motion  he 
had  intimated  a wish  to  offer.  Mr.  Phillips  de- 
manded the  yeas  and  nays.  Not  ordered.  The 
motion  to  suspend  the  roles  for  the  purpose  stated 
was  negatived  without  a division. 

Mr.  Harlan  asked  leave  to  make  a report  from 
the  committee  on  private  land  claims.  Refused. 

The  unfinished  business  was  then  taken  up,  pend- 
ing a motion  of  Mr.  Rice  Garland  to  amend  the 
amendment  offered  by  Mr  Curtis,  proposing  to  add 
a second  section  to  the  bill,  (the  second  section  as 
it  came  from  the  senate  having  been  stricken  out 
last  evening.)  and  Mr.  Grant  moved  the  previous 
question  on  the  engrossment  and  third  reading  of 
the  bill  as  thus  amended.  Mr.  Petrikin  called  for 
tellers  on  the  second.  Ordered.  The  division  was 
ayes  119,  noes  39.  So  there  was  a second.  Shall 
the  main  question  be  now  put?  Mr.  Robertson  ask- 
ed the  yeas  arid  nays.  Refused.  The  main  ques- 
tion was  ordered  to  be  put,  shall  the  bill  be  read  a 
third  time?  Mr.  Dromgoole  asked  for  the  yeas  and 
nays.  Ordered.  And  the  house  decided  the  ques- 
tion in  the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Ii.  Allen, 
J.  W.  Allen,  Anderson,  Andrews,  Avcrigg,  Banks, 
Beirne,  Bell,  Bieknell,  Biddle,  Birdsall,  Bond, 
Boon,  Borden,  Briggs,  Brodhead,  W.  B.  Calhoun, 
J.  Calhoon,  Cambreleng,  W.  B.  Campbell,  J. 
Campbell,  Carter,  Ca3ey,  Chambers,  Chaney, 
Chapman,,  Cheatham,  Childs,  Clark,  Cleveland, 
Coles,  Connor,  Corwin,  Crary,  Cranston,  Crockett, 
Curtis,  Cushing,  Darlington,  Dawson,  Davee,  Da- 
vies, Deberry,  DeGraff,  Dennis,  Dunn,  Edwards, 
Evans,  Everett,  Ewing,  Farrington,  Fairfield,  R. 
Fletcher,  I.  Fletcher,  Fillmorej  Foster,  Gallup,  J. 
Garland,  R.  Garland,  Glascock,  Goode,  J.  Graham, 
William  Graham,  Grantland,  Grant,  Graves,  Gray, 
Grennell,  Haley,  Hall,  Hammond,  Hamer,  Harlan, 
Harper,  Hastings,  Hawes,  Haynes,  Henry,  Herod, 
Hoffman,  Holsey,  Hopkins,  Howard,  R.  M.  T. 
Hunter,  Ingham,  T.  B.  Jackson,  Jenifer,  FI.  John- 
son, Joseph  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  J.  W.  Jones,  Kem- 
ble, Kennedy,  Kilgore,  Legare,  Leadbetter,  Lewis, 
Lincoln,  Loomis,  Lyon,  Mallory,  Marvin,  J.  M. 
Mason,  S.  Mason,  Martin,  Maury,  Maxwell,  R. 
McClellan,  A McClellan,  M.cCIure,  McKennan, 
Menefee,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Miller,  Mitchell,  Mont- 
gomery, C.  Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Palmer, 
Parker,  Parmenter,  Parris,  Patterson,  Pearce,  Peck, 
Pennybacker,  Phelps,  Pope,  Potts,  J.  IF.  Prentiss, 

S.  S.  Prentiss,  Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rencher, 
Ridgway,  Robertson,  Robinson,  Rumsey,  Sergeant, 
A.  H.  Shepperd,  C.  Shepard,  Shields,  Sibley, 
Slade,  Southgate,  Spencer,  Stanley,  Stuart,  Stone, 
Stratton,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Tilling- 
hast,  Titu<,  Toland,  Underwood,  Vail,  Vanderveer, 
Weeks,  A.  S.  White,  J.  White,  E.  Whittlesey,  T. 

T.  Whittlesey,  L.  Williams,  S.  Williams,  J.  L. 
Williams,  C.  H.  Williams,  Wise,  Word,  Worthing- 
ton, Yorlce — 179. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Atherton,  Beatty,  Buchanan, 
Bynum,  Cushman,  Dromgoole,  Elmore,  Fry,  Grif- 
fin, Hawkins,  Hubley,  Wm.  H.  Hunter,  Keim, 
Klingensmith,  Logan,  McKay,  Moore,  Noble, 
Paynter,  Petrikin,  Plumer,  Potter,  Reily,  Richard- 


son, Rives,  Sheffer,  Snyder,  Thomas,  Turney, 
Wagener,  Webster,  J.  W.  Williams,  Yell — 33. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a third  time. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a third  time,  and  the  ques- 
tion recurred,  Shall  this  bill  pass? 

Mr.  Campbell  of  South  Carolina  moved  to  com- 
mit the  bill  to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means, 
with  certain  instructions.  Mr.  C.  sustained  his 
proposition  in  a few  remarks,  and  asked  the  yeas 
and  nays  thereon.  Mr.  Grant  moved  the  previous 
question,  which  was  seconded,  (ayes  104,  noes 
given  up;)  and  the  question  recurred,  Shall  the 
main  question  be  now  put?  Mr.  Martin  demanded 
the  yeas  and  nays.  Lost. 

The  main  question  was  ordered,  being,  Shall  the 
bill  pass?  Mr.  Murray  asked  the  yeas  and  nays. 
Ordered.  The  question  was  decided  in  the  affirm- 
ative by  the  following  vote:  Yeas  173,  nays  31. 

So  the  bill,  as  amended,  was  passed,  and  was 
then  returned  to  the  senate  for  concurrence  in  the 
amendment  of  the  house:  [the  second  section 
stricken  out.] 

Mr.  Robertson  asked  leave  to  offer  the  following 
resolutions  of  inquiry: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  this  house,  on  the 
first  day  of  the  next  session,  all  the  information  not 
heretofore  communicated,  now  in  possession  of  the 
executive,  or  which  may  be  procured  before  that 
time,  touching  undue  attempts  or  practices,  if  any, 
since  the  29th  May,  1830,  to  keep  down  the  price 
of  the  public  lands,  or  prevent  purchases  or  entries 
thereof,  at  public  or  private  sale,  by  force,  threats, 
or  fraud,  and  the  measures  taken  since  the  date 
aforesaid  to  prevent,  defeat,  or  punish  such  fraudu- 
lent practises,  and  illegal  entries  upon  the  public 
lands. 

Resolved.,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  pre- 
pare and  lay  before  this  house,  on  the  first  day  of 
the  next  session,  a statement  ot  all  grants  and  do- 
nations of  public  lands,  or  of  the  proceeds  of  sales 
thereof,  to  the  states,  by  the  United  States,  dis- 
tinguishing the  amount  made  to  each,  and  the  pur- 
poses and  considerations  upon  which  made;  and  ac- 
companying the  said  statement  with  an  estimate  of 
the  amount  to  which  each  state  would  be  entitled 
of  similar  grants  and  donations,  according  to  the 
proportions  specified  in  the  several  deeds  of  ces- 
cession  from  the  several  states  to  the  United 
States. 

Secondly.  A statement  of  the  whole  quantity  of 
public  lands  now  surveyed,  and  an  estimate  of  the 
quantity  unsurveyed — distinguishing  each,  and 
where  situated;  and  accompanying  the  same  with 
separate  plans  for  dividing  the  said  lands,  and  the 
proceeds  of  sales  thereof,  among  the  states,  in  the 
proportions  aforesaid,  on  such  conditions  as  to  the 
time  and  manner  of  division  and  sale,  graduation, 
reduction  of  price,  and  reservation  of  title  in  the 
United  States,  and  final  disposition,  as  may  be  best 
calculated  to  effect  the  objects  of  this  resolution, 
in  conformity  with  the  original  compacts  entered 
into  between  the  several  states  and  the  United 
States  relating  to  the  said  lands. 

Thirdly.  A plan  for  reorganizing  the  land  sys- 
tem on  such  principles  as  will  best  secure  the  pub- 
lic against  loss  from  illegal  entries,  frauds,  &c. 
pointing  out  the  defects  or  advantages  of  the  pre- 
sent system,  more  particularly  in  reference  to  pre- 
emption and  sales  at  public  auction;  and  in  general 
suggestingsuch  alterations  as  experience  may  have 
shown  to  be  necessary. 

Objection  being  made,  Mr.  Robertson  moved  that 
the  rules  be  suspended,  and  he  asked  for  the  yeas 
and  nays;  which  were  not  ordered.  The  motion  to 
suspend  was  lost. 

The  house  then  took  up  the  harbor  bill,  as  re- 
ported by  the  committee  of  the  whole  with  certain 
amendments. 

Sundry  amendments  of  the  committee  of  fhe 
whole  were  taken  up  arid  read,  and  the  question 
was  about  to  be  taken  on  the  same,  when 

Mr.  Cambreleng  rose  and  laid  before  the  house  a 
statement  of  the  sums  of  money  already  appropria- 
ted for  the  current  year,  in  older  that  the  house 
might  judge  of  the  expediency  of  making  any  more 
appropriations.  The  sum  of  these  he  made  out  to 
be  $26,000,000,  which  will  be  increased  to  $34,- 
000,000  by  other  bills  yet  to  be  passed  : of  these, 
$13,000,000  were  for  extraordinary  purposes.  Mr. 
Elmore  asked  what  resources  there  were  to  meet 
that  expenditure  ? Mr.  Cambreleng  stated  he  had 
no  doubt  that  the  income  of  the  year  1838  would  be 
about  that  sum.  It  depended  upon  some  contin- 
gencies, however;  among  which  were  the  uncer- 
tainty of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  public  lands  ; 
and  the  purchase,  by  the  bank  ofthe  United  States 
of  Pennsylvania  of  the  new7  issue  of  treasury  notes, 
for  the  purpose  of  embarrassing  the  government. 
Mr.  Sergeant  rose,  but  yielded  fhe  Hoot  to  his  col- 
league, Mr.  Petrikin , who  moved  the  previous  ques- 
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ti ■ - . ...  • h'ergeunl  asked  hi:.)  i wilhdrav.  this 

motion,  .is  he  had  yu  kl  d il.e  floor  only  tor  an  ex- 
planation. Mr.  JPetnkm  refused.  1 he  call  lor  the 
previous  question  was  not  sustained  by  the  house. 
Mr.  Sergeant  commented  upon  the  tact  that  (how- 
ever proper  it  might  be  to  bring  up  a statement  of 
the  financial  situation  of  t he  country  at  proper  times) 
it  was  always  against  the  harbor  bill.  Mr.  Cum- 
breleng  did  not  .mean  to  oppose  that  statement  to  the 
amendments  to  the  particular  hill  under  considera- 
tion, actually  pending.  JVli.  Sergeant  made  some 
remarks  by  way  of  showing  the  importance  ol  the 
provisions  ofthe  bill  under  consideration.  He  also 
replied  to  Mr.  Cambreleng’s  allusion  to  the  bank  of 
the  United  States  of  Pennsyh  ania.  He  denied  that 
that  institution  had  acted  with  such  motives  as  had 
been  imputed  to  it  by  the  gentlemen  from  New 
York,  (Mr.  Cambreleng. ) By  the  purchase  of  the 
treasury  notes  no  injury,  but,  on  the  contrary,  be- 
nefit, was  done  to  the  government. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  was  responding,  in  allusion  to 
the  affairs  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  when 
M rssrs.  Sibley  and  Grant  rose,  nearly  simultaneous 
ly,  to  order,  and  asked  w hat  relevancy  there  was  in 
this  discnssi.m  to  the  actual  question  before  the 
house  ? Mr.  Cambreleng  made  some  further  re- 
marks, in  the  same  strain,  and  was  followed  by 

Mr  Thompson,  who  bad  a word  to  say  about  these 
treasury  notes.  He  never  would  allow  any  oppor- 
tunity to  pass  without  giving  a blow  to  that  flagrant 
and  dan  erous  violation  of  the  constitution.  We 
were  told,  (said  Mr.  T.)  when  that  measure  was 
under  discussion,  that  it  was  better  than  a loan,  be- 
cause it  would  be  more  speedily  paid  ; and  now  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  de- 
precates as  an  .evil  that  they  will  be  so  soon  pre- 
sented for  pay  uieiit,  and  regards  it  as  almost  a crime 
in  the  United  States  Bank  to  collect  them  for  the 
purpose  of  b ing  presented  for  payment.  How 
long,  sir,  will  the  American  people  submit  to  such 
inconsistency,  trickery,  and  humbug?  I am  inform- 
ed that  brokers  are  employed  by  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  o sell  these  treasury  notes  to  the  banks, 
with  an  express  understanding  that,  as  they  bear 
bank  interest,  the  banks  are  to  keep  them,  and  not 
throw  them  into  circulation  ; and  f do  not  doubt 
that  they  are  paid  by  the  banks,  in  whole  or  in  part, 
in  what  the  government  call  bank  rags;  yes,  sir, 
your  notes  drawing  six  per  cent,  interest,  paid  for 
in  bank  rags  which  bear  none;  and  this  is  your 
hard- money  government  ! If  not,  and  they  are  paid 
for  in  specie,  the  government  is  conniving  at  and 
abetting  that  which  they  so  much  denounce — the 
banks  paying  out  their  specie,  w hilst  they  refuse  to 
redeem  ill  ir  notes.  If  the  government  pays  specie 
to  its  northern  creditors,  it  does  not  to  its  southern 
creditors.  I know  the  fact  that  the  supplies  and  ex- 
pense? ol'  the  army  in  the  Cherokee  country  are 
paid  in  bank  notes.  There  are  nearly  as  many 
brokers  and  bank  agents  in  that  country  as  thbre 
are  soldiers.  They  go  to  your  contractors  and  agents 
and  say  to  them,  you  have  no  money  ; every  body 
will  receive  our  bank  notes;  we  will  advance  to 
you  ; pay  us  interest,  and  give  ns  a draft  on  the  go- 
vernment at  Washington.  It  is  done.  The  money 
bears  interest  until  it  is  paid  by  treasury  notes.  The 
broker  deposites  these  notes  in  New  York,  and  sells 
drafts  to  the  merchants  at  from  8 to  20  per  cent. 
Who  pays  this  ? Why,  the  customers  of  these  mer- 
chants. Princely  fortunes  are  now  making  by  this 
proc  ss  ; and  this  is  your  hard- money  government ; 
and  this  is  the  policy  by  which  the  southern  people 
are  to  be  deluded  and  humbugged  into  Ihe  belief 
that  the  south  is  to  be  benefitted.  Would  you  dare 
to  commit  such  gross  and  wanton  extravagance  if 
you  had  to  go  before  the  people  and  tax  them  for 
the  money?  No,  sir,  you  would  not.  An  appro- 
priation of  thirty-four  millions,  with  not  a dollar  in 
the  treasury,  and  no  hopes  of  getting  any  1 A fit 
commentary  on  your  treasury  note  system. 

Several  amendments  adopted  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  to  which  there  was  no  objection,  were  then 
adopted  by  the  house. 

The  amendment,  sinking  out  an  appropriation  of 
$3,000  for  the  continuation  of  the  pier  at  Kenne- 
bulik,  in  Maine,  came  up  in  order,  and 

Mr.  Fairfield  made  some  statements,  going  to 
show  that  this  was  an  important  and  necessaiy  ap- 
propriation. Hi'  hoped  the  amendment  would  not 
prevail.  Mr.  Evans  stated  that  it  had  been  on  his 
motion  that  this  clause  had  been  stricken  out 
in  committee.  He  had  done  so  because  his  at- 
tention had  been  drawn  to  it  by  a correspondent 
from  the  neighbourhood,  a respectable  arid  intelli- 
gent man.  He  had  received  other  letters  to  the 
same  effect.  The  work  had  been  delayed,  and  lit- 
1 1 e or  nothing  had  been  done  about  it.  He  had 
thought  it  proper,  therefore,  that  the  appropriations 
should  be  withheld  until  some  examination  should 
be  had.  Appropriations,  he  was  informed,  had  al- 
ready been  made  sufficient  to  finish  the  work.  He 


made  sew  ra).  oil  r slat  menls,  corroborating  those  , 
already  gn in.  He  showed,  loo,  that  tile  appropria- 
I lions  already  made  by  congress  lor  this  purpose 
had  not  been  expended  as  dir  cted  by  the  law.  Mr. 
Fairfield  made  a brief  rejoinder,  principally  going 
to  deprecate  the  evidence  upc  n wtiich  hiscolleague 
had  based  his  opposition  to  this  appropriation.  Mr. 
Grant  passed  some  strictures  upon  the  course  pur- 
sued against  this  bill  by  hiscolleague,  (Mr.  Cam- 
br>  leng,)  and  moved  the  previous  question — (en- 
grossing the  bill.) 

On  the  question  of  seconding,  the  division,  by 
Idlers,  was:  Ayes  82,  noes  43.  So  there  was  a se- 
cond. Mr.  Robertson  moved  that  the  bill  do  lie  on 
the  table.  Mr.  E.  Whittlesey  asked  lor  the  yeas 
and  nays.  Ordered.  Pending  this  motion,  Mr. 
Mallory  moved  that  the  house  do  now  adjourn.  (It 
was  now  two  minutes  before  two,  tile  hour  for  re- 
cess; and  the  effect  of  this  motion  was  to  adjourn 
till  to-morrow. ) Mr.  Sherrod  Williams  rose  to  a 
point  of  order?  The  Speaker.  The  gentleman 
rises  probably  to  occupy  the  two  minutes  before 
the  hour  fixed  for  recess.  [A  general  laugh.]  Mr. 
Sherrod  Williams.  Is  it  not  a standing  rule  of  the 
house  to  take  a recessat  two  o’clock?  The  Speaker 
answered  in  the  affirmative;  and  then  declared  that 
tlieie  was  no  question  of  order  before  the  house. 
Mr  Williams  resumed  his  scat,  and  the  question  on 
adjournment  w as  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and 
decided  in  the  negative  by  the  following  vote: 
Yeas  35,  nays  123.  So  the  house  refused  to  ad- 
journ. 

The  hour  (fixed  by  the  order)  having  passed,  the 
house  took  the  usual  recess. 

EVENING  SESSION. 

The  house  met  after  recess,  w hen  a motion  was 
made  to  adjourn.  The  house  refused,  ayes  15, 
noes,  79;  no  quorum  voting.  But  a large  quorum 
soon  appearing,  the  house  proceeded  to  take  up  the 
harbor  bill.  On  this  bill  the  motion  pending  w as  a 
call  for  the  p. evious  question.  A motion  was  made 
to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  but  negatived  by  yeas 
and  nays:  Yeas  58,  nays  9(5.  The  previous  ques- 
tion was  then  put  arid  carried;  and  tile  question 
b' ing  on  ordering  the  bill  to  its  engrossment  for  a 
third  reading,  Mr.  Martin  asked  Ihe  yeas  and 
nays;  which  were  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  re- 
rult'ed  as  follows:  Yeas  104,  nays  74.  So  the  bill 
was  ordered  lo  its  third  reading.  It  was  imme- 
diately read  a third  time;  when  Mr.  Marlin , of  Al- 
abama, moved  to  recommit  it  to  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means,  with  instructions  to  examine  each 
item,  and  to  strike  out  such  as  they  should  disap- 
prove. 

In  support  of  this  motion,  Mr.  M.  urged  that  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means  had  reported  t lie  bill 
in  the  routine  of  business,  although  a majority  ol 
the  committee  were  oppospd  to  it,  and  though  the 
committee  had  never  gone  through  an  examination 
of  the  items  of  appropriation  contained  in  it.  In 
illustration  of  this,  lie  referred  to  an  item  for  a pier 
in  the  harborof  Kennebunk,  concerning  which  the 
two  genileinen  from  Maine  (Messrs.  Fairfield  and 
Evans)  had  differed  so  widely  as  to  the  facts. 

[Here  a by-debate  of  much  earnestness,  and  oc- 
casionally productive  of  not  a little  amusement  to 
the  house,  took  place  between  those  gentlemen 
about  the  disputed  piers,  old  and  new,  in  Kenne- 
buuk  harbor,  and  to  which  of  them  the  public  mo- 
ney had  lipen  applied.] 

Mr.  Marlin,  w ho  had  yielded  the  floor  for  this 
colloquy,  resumed  it,  and"  completed  his  remarks  in 
support  of  his  motion.  Mr.  Grant,  in  vindication 
of  the  committee  ol  ways  and  means,  stated  that 
several  members  of  that  committee  had  examined 
the  bill,  and  every  item  in  it.  He  then  moved  the 
previous-question,  which  was  seconded:  Ayes  S9, 
noes  45.  Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  moved  a 
call  of  the  house;  which  was  refused;  Ayes  43, 
noes  net  counted.  Mr.  Stuart,  of  Virginia,  moved 
to  adjourn.  Negatived  The  previous  question 
was  then  put  and  carried;  and  the  main  question 
being  on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  it  w as  carried  by 
the  yeas  arid  nays:  Yeas  108,  nays  81.  So  the  har- 
bor bill  was  passed. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Ten.  moved  a reconsideration 
of  the  vote.  Mr.  Robinson-  moved  to  lay  this,  mo- 
tion on  the  (able.  Lost.  Mr.  Foster  thereupon  j 
moved  the  previous  question,  w hich  was  seconded, 
put.  and  carried;  and  the  main  question  being  on 
re-considering,  it  was  negatived  without  a count. 
So  the  house  refused  to  reconsider  the  vote  on  the 
passage  of  the  bill. 

A message,  accompanied  with  numerous  docu- 
ments. was  received  from  the  president  ol  the  Unit- 
ed States,  in  reference  to  our  relations  with  Mexico, 
communicated  in  answer  to  a call  of  Mr.  Everett 
some  months  ago. 

Mr.  Howard,  referring  to  the  great  bulk  of  the 
bundles  of  documents,  and  expressing  Ihe  opinion 
that  very  few  of  them  were  of  any  consequence, 


moved  that  they  be  referred  to  a commute. , to  sen  ct 
from  among  them  such  as  it  would  be  ; rop<  r to 
print.  Mr.  Adams  opposed  this  motion,  and  hoped 
that  the  w hole  would  be  printed.  The  communica- 
tions were  of  the  utmost  importance;  for  on  (hese 
document?  would  probably  turn  the  question  of 
peace  or  war  with  Mexico.  He  moved  that  the 
message  and  documents  be  laid  on  the  table  and 
printed.  He  hoped  they  would  not  be  referred  to 
the  committee  on  foreign  affairs,  because  it  appear- 
ed that  the  chairman  of  that  committee  knew  so 
much  about  these  documents  that  he  did  not  want 
to  have  them  piinted.  For  that  very  reason  Mr. 
A.  was  anxious  lor  the  printing.  Mr.  Yell  called 
for  the  reading  of  the  documents;  but  did  nor  press 
his  motion.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Dromgoole,  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Adams  was  divided,  and  the  questn  n 
first  taken  on  laying  on  the  table]  which  was  agreed 
to. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  printing,  Mr. 
Dromgoole  said  the  committee  had  acted  on  the  sub- 
ject of  our  relations  with  Mexico,  and  that  the  chair- 
man had  been  instructed  to  make  a report,  which 
he  would  doubtless  do  on  the  first  opportunity.  Mr. 
Howard  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  but  withdrew 
his  motion;  which  was  immediately  renewed  by 
Mr.  Adams.  Mr.  Ever  Sit  supported  the  motion  to 
print.  Mr.  Robertson,  of  Va.,  moved  to  lay  the  mo- 
tion to  print  upon  the  table.  On  this  Mr.  Reed,  de- 
manded the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered; 
and  being  taken,  resulted:  Yeas  103.  nays  80.  So 
the  motion  to  print  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  to  guard  against  explosions  on  board  of 
steamboats  was  then  taken  up,  read  a third  time, 
and  passed. 

Mr.  Sibley  made  an  effort,  but  without  success, 
to  get  tip  the  hill  respecting  district  courts  in  the 
state  ol  New  York.  Mr.  Curtis  moved  to  go  into 
committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union, 
with  a view  to  take  up  a bill  he  named;  but  the 
house  refused  the  motion. 

A bill  to  employ  boys  in  the  merchant  service 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

As  was  also  a bill  to  revive  an  act  enabling  cer- 
tain settlers  in  Louisiana  to  enter  hack  lands.  Mr. 
Mercer  moved  to  adjourn.  Negatived. 

A bill  respecling  the  tenure  of  office  by  subordi- 
nate officers  ofthe  government,  was  laid  on  the  table. 

A joint  resolution,  authorizing  the  commissioner 
to  lease  certain  lands  ofthe  goveinment,  for  the 
culture  of  the  mulberry  and  the  sugar  beet,  wag 
slightly  amended  by  Mr.  Lincoln-,  and  then  read  a 
third  time  and  passed. 

The  post  office  bill  was  then  taken  up;  the  amend- 
ments reporti  d from  the  committee  of  the  w hole 
were  concurred  in;  and  the  question  being  on  order- 
ing the  bill  to  its  third  reading,  Mr.  Underwood 
moved  to  amend  one  of  trie  post  routes,  which  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Hopkins  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  of  con- 
currence in  the  amendments  from  the  committee  of 
the  whole,  with  a view  to  move  an  amendment  re- 
instating the  express  mail. 

A letter  from  Arnos  Kendall  was  read,  when  Mr. 
Harlan  moved  the  previous  question,  which  was 
seconded,  put,  and  carried;  and  the  main  question 
tving  on  the  reconsideration,  it  was  decided  in  the 
negative:  Yeas  27,  nays  105. 

So  the  house  refused  to  reconsider. 

Mr.  Harlan  now  moved  the,  previous  queslion 
(the  main  question  being  on  ordering  the  bill  to  its 
engrossment.)  It  W'as  seconded  put,  ami  carried, 
and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  its  third  reading,  and 
read  a third  time. 

The  question  being  on  its  passage,  Mr.  Towns 
earnestly  advocated  the  restoration  of  the  exprtss 
mail,  and  on  that  subject  called  for  (he  reading  of 
another  letter  from  the  postmaster  general,  strongly 
recommending  the  continuance  of  that  arrangement, 
which  he  said  was  a source  of  annual  revr  tine  to 
the  department  of  $25. ()!!(!.  P»Ir.  Harlan  opposed 
the  measure,  and  moved  the  previous  question. 
Mr.  Rhelt  (promising  to  renew  the  motion.)  allo- 
cated, with  earnestness,  the  continuance  of  the  ex- 
press mail,  which  he  represented  as  a grenl  benefit 
to  the  cotton-grovrers  of  the  south.  The  previous 
question  was  then  seconded,  put.  and  carried,  81 
i to  42;  and  the  post  office  bill  was  then  passed. 

Mr.  Robertson  gave  notice  of  moving  a recon- 
sideration (as  was  understood)  respecting  the  print- 
ing of  the  Texas  documents. 

And  then  the  house  at  about  7 o’clock  adjourned. 

Thursday,  July  5.  Mr.  Jitnrscv.  rl  Louisi- 
ana, on  leave,  from  the  committee  on  public  lands, 
reported  a hill  to  provide  for  erecting  fire-proof  offi- 
ces for  each  surveying  district  of  the  public  lands, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr  J.  asked  leave  to  report  some  other  bills; 
Mr.  Harrison  and  Mr  Lincoln  objected,  unless  Mr. 
Adams  would  give  way  for  all  the  committees  to 
report. 
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Mi'.  Adams  then  again  occupied  the  whole  time 
devoted  to  morning  business,  in  his  speech  on 
Texas,  at  the  end  ot  which,  he  ashed  to  be  per- 
mitted to  proceed. 

Mr.  Elmore  moved  a suspension  of  the  rules  for 
the  purpose;  for  it  must  be  manifest  that  great  in- 
justice would  be  done  if  this  speech  went  out 
without  some  reply. 

Mr.  Dromgoole,  coincided  that  the  grossest  in- 
justice had  been  done  the  committee  on  foreign  af- 
fairs. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to,  and  Mr.  Adams 
has  tile  floor  again  for  to  morrow. 

The  joint  resolution  authorizing  the  president  of 
the  United  States  to  lease  lands  lor  the  cultivation 
of  the  mulb  try  and  sugat  beet,  was  read  a third 
time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng,  the  house  went 
into  committee  ol  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
union,  Mr.  Connor  in  the  chair,  and,  on  motion  of 
the  same  gentlemen,  took  up  the  Indian  annuity 
bid;  being  the  annual  “bill  making  appropi iations 
for  tne  current  and  contingent  expenses  oi'  the  In- 
dian department,  and  lor  fulfilling  treaty  stipula- 
tions with  the  Indian  tribes  for  the  year  1633.” 

The  bill  was  read  through  at  length,  and  some 
amendments  moved  by  Messrs.  Cambreleng,  Eve 
relt,  and  Bell,  being  agreed  to,  the  bill  was  laid 
aside  to  be  reported. 

The  committee  then  took  up  the  bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  certain  fortifications  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  year  1333. 

An  amendment  of  Mr.  Legare,  to  increase  the 
item  for  Charleston  from  $100,000  to  $175,000, 
after  some  remarks  from  him  and  Mr.  Elmore,  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Bronson  moved  an  additional  item  of  $3,000 
for  Fort  Niagara;  which  was  agreed  to — 73  to  48. 

Mr.  Johnson, of  Louisiana,  moved  an  amendment 
for  New  Orleans;  which  was  rejected. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  aside  to  be  reported. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng,  the  “bill  to  pro- 
vide lorthe  support  of  the  military  academy  for  the 
year  1333,”  was  next  taken  up. 

Mr.  Hujnes  explained  its  provisions. 

Mr.  C.  H.  Williams  submitted  as  a substitute  the 
following: 

“Strike  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause  of  the 
bill  No.  412,  and  insert  the  following:  That  all  acts 
now  in  lorce,  authorizing  the  enlistment  or  ap- 
pointment of  cadets  in  the  military  academy  of  the 
United  States  at  West  Point,  in  the  slate  of  New 
York,  be,  and  hereby  are,  repealed,  from  and  alter 
•the  thirtieth  flay  of  June  next;  and  all  such  cadets, 
no.v  in  the  service  oi  under  the  instruction  of  the 
United  States  shall  be  disbanded  and  dismissed, 
from  and  after  the  thirtieth  day  of  June  next. 

“Sec.  2.  And  be  il  further  enacted.  That  the  se- 
cretary of  war,  umler  the  direction  of  the  president 
of  the  United  states,  shall,  as  soon  as  may  be  after 
the  thirtieth  day  of  June  next,  organize  a military 
school  of  application  and  practice  at  West  Point, 
for  the  improvement  of  the  officers  of  the  army 
of  the  United  States  in  the  application  and  practice, 
for  military  purposes,  of  the  several  branches  of 
of  elementary,  and  theoretic  sciences  involved  in 
the  art  of  war;  and  the  Secretary  of  war  shall  ap- 
point an  officer  as  superintendent  of  said  school, 
possessing  competent  theoretical  and  practical  qual- 
ifications to  command  on  parade;  to  instruct  the  of- 
ficers constituting  said  school  in  all  the  tactics  ap- 
pertaining to  every  branch  of  military  service;  to 
lecture  upon  the  theory  and  principles  thereof;  and 
to  illustrate  the  practical  application  of  the  science 
of  mathematics,  topographical  drawing,  and  engi- 
neering, to  the  purposes  of  both  offensive  and  de- 
fensive war,  including  a regular  course  of  practical 
illustrations  of  artillery  service,  the  uses  of  mortars 
and  howitzers,  and  the  principles  of  gunnery  gen- 
erally; together  with  instructions,  by  lectures  and 
practice,  in  military  police,  and  other  duties  of 
camp  and  garrison  service;  all  which  instructions 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  superintendent  to  im- 
part to  said  school,  aided  by  such  number  of  as- 
sistant and  subordinate  officers,  who  shall  also  be 
instructors  of  competent  qualifications,  as  the  se- 
cretary of  war  shall  dpein  it  expedient  to  appoint. 

“ Sec.  3.  And  be  il  further  enacted.  That,  for  the 
purposes  of  the  practical  instruction  contempla- 
ted in  the  second  section  of  this  act,  the  officers 
of  the  army  of  the  United  States  shall  repair 
to  West  Point,  in  rotation,  under  such  regu- 
lations, and  in  such  numbers,  as  the  secre- 
tary of  war  shall  direct,  with  the  approbation  of 
the  president  of  the  United  States,  not  exceeding, 
at  any  one  time,  one-third  of  the  company  of 
officers  in  service;  and  to  remain  at  said  school 
for  such  time  as  the  secretary  of  war  shall  deter- 
mine, not  exceeding  one  year  in  three  succes- 
sive years,  8tc.  &c.  [There  are  several  other 
, sections  of  details.] 


Mr.  Williams  addressed  tin-  house  in  explanation 
and  support  ol  the  amendment;  but,  owing  to  the 
late  stage  of  the  session,  submitted  only  a brief 
summary  ol  what  lie  wished  to  har  e said,  reserving 
the  right  of  writing  out  his  speech  at  large  for  pub- 
lication. 

Mr.  Haynes  replied  that,  though  he  thought  the 
whole  plan  of  the  academy  ought  to  be  revised  and 
remodelled,  yet  it  was  now  too  late  in  the  session. 

The  amendment  was  rejected,  a few  members 
rising  in  its  favor. 

Mr.  Kemble  moved  an  appropriation  of  $20,000 
to  rebuild  the  structure  destroyed  by  fire  in  Febru- 
ary last,  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Cushman  moved  to  strike  out  sundry  appro- 
priations, but  ineffectually. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  aside  fo  be  reported,  and, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Briggs,  the  house  took  up  the 
members’  books  bill. 

The  title  of  which  is  as  follows:  “A  bill  authoriz- 
ing the  purchase  ol  certain  books  for  distribution 
among  Hie  members  of  the  house  of  representatives.” 

Mr.  Cushman  moved  to  strike  out  the  enacting 
clause; 

The  bill  was  onlered  to  be  reported. 

Ori  u o’ion  of  Mr.  Fillmore,  the  committee  con- 
sidered t le  bill  to  increase  and  regulate  the  terms 
of  the  circuit  and  district  courts  of  New  York. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bills 
acted  on  to  the  house;  and,  the  time  having  an  ived, 

The  house  took  its  recess. 

EVENING  SESSION. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  house,  at  3 o’clock,  seve- 
ral senate  bills  were  read  twice,  and  referred  to  their 
appropriate  standing  committees. 

The  house  went  into  committee  of  the  whole  on 
the  stated  the  union,  Mr.  Casey  in  the  chair. 

The  question  pending  was  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Mercer  to  take  up  the  new  harbor  bill. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  moved  that  the  committee  rise, 
and  report  the  bills  already  acted  on. 

Mr.  Mercer  insisted  upon  bis  motion  being  put, 
and  also  that  a motion  to  rise  was  debateable;  but 
the  chair  [Mr.  Casey]  deciding  otherwise,  Mr.  M. 
took  an  appeal,  which  was  debated  for  some  time, 
'when  ttie  chair  was  sustained. 

The  committee  then  rose — 73  to  49. 

1 he  Indian  annuity  bill  was  taken  up,  all  the 
amendments  concurred  in.  and  the  bill  ordered  to  a 
third  reading,  read  a third  time,  and  passed. 

The  fortification  bill  coming  up, 

Mr.  Petrikin  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table, 
and  asked  for  tile  yeas  and  navs,  but  they  were  re- 
fused; and,  the  motion  being  disagreed  to,  the 
amendments  were  concurred  in.  and  the  bill  order- 
ed to  a third  reading,  read  a third  time,  and  passed. 

The  West  Point  academy  bill  being  next  in  or- 
der, arid  the  amendment  of  the  committee  of  the 
whole  having  been  concurred  in, 

Mr.  C.  FI.  Williams  renewed  his  substitute,  and 
asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  thereon;  which  were 
ordered,  and  were — yeas  38,  nays  106. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected, 

Mr.  W.  then  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table: 
lost. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a third  reading, 
read  a third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  purchase  of  certain 
books  for  members  of  the  house  of  representatives, 
was  ordered  to  a third  reading. 

Mr.  Rencherthen  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  ta- 
ble, and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which,  being 
ordered,  were — yeas  57,  nays  99. 

So  the  house  refused  today  the  bill  on  the  table, 
and  the  bill  was  passed. 

The  bill  to  increase  and  regulate  the  terms  of  the 
northern  district  court  of  New  York  was  ordered 
to  a third  reading,  and  then  passed. 

Mr.  Mercer,  from  the  committee  of  conference 
on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  houses  on  the 
Wisconsin  road  bill,  made  a report  of  tiieir  agree- 
ment; which  was  concurred  in,  and  the  bill  passed. 

Mr.  Downing  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  author- 
izing the  people  of  Florida  to  form  a state  consti- 
tution, to  the  committee  on  territories;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cushing,  the  bill  in  relation  to 
the  northeastern  boundary  was  recommitted  to  the 
committee  on  foreign  affairs. 

The  house  then  went  into  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  Mr.  Casey  in  the 
chair. 

After  several  motions  for  priority  of  business,  the 
committee  divided  for  taking  up  the  new  harbor 
bill;  the  vote  being  ayes  76,  noes  74. 

The  bill  was  then  read  by  the  clerk. 

Mr.  Mercer  submitted  an  amendment  making 
appropriations  for  sundry  works  therein  inen'ioned. 

r.lr.  Dawson  asked  if  they  were  going  into  a new 
harbor  bill,  at  that  period  of  the  session,  when  only 
137  members  were  present,  and  involving  the  coun- 


try in  an  exp  nditui < . in  the  i ml,  of  i 1 a om 
hundn  d millions  of  dollars.  To  Pst  the  si  ns  ol 
the  house,  he  moved  to  strike  out  the  enacting 
clause.  He  went  on  to  demonstrate  that  t tie  whole 
scheme  was  the  result  ot  a combination  ol  interests 
and  sections,  lor  the  purpose  of  piunuering  the 
people. 

The  debate  was  continued  by  Messrs.  Dawson, 
Cushman,  Cambreleng,  Robertson,  Flail,  Mallory, 
Rhelt,  and  Thompson,  in  opposition,  and  advocated 
by  Messrs.  Mercer,  Biddle,  Marvin,  Alien,  of  Ohio, 
Goode,  Reed,  Evans,  and  Sergeant. 

Mr.  Halt  opposed  the  bill.  He  wanted  to  see  the 
the  old  works  completed,  or  put  in  a state  of  proba- 
ble completion,  before  new  ones  wire  authorized 
to  be  commenced.  His  own  opinion  was  that  few 
of  them,  if  any,  ever  would  be  completed,  so  long 
a-i  the  gov  ruinent  continu'  d to  appropiiate  money 
for  them,  since  it  was  not  only  lor  the  interest  of 
the  localities  that  money  should  be  expended  there, 
but  also  of  those  who  had  charge  of  its  disburse- 
ment. 

Mr.  Allen,  of  Ohio,  remarked  that  he  had  not 
risen  to  inflict  a speech  on  the  committee  at  this 
time  of  the  evening,  and  after  a ten  hours’ sitting, 
ail  must  be  anxious  to  bieathe  a diiferent  atmos- 
phere than  tile  one  by  which  they  were  surrounded, 
especially  when  there  was  such  a mass  oi  business 
yet  to  be  acted  upon,  and  but  two  days  in  w hich  to 
do  it.  But  he  felt  compelled  to  say,  in  reply  to  the 
gentleman  fro  it  Vermont,  w ho  bad  just  taken  his 
seat,  (Mr.  Hall,)  that  be  was  greatly  mistaken,  in 
Mr.  A’s  opinion,  in  the  declaiation  that  the  harbors 
now  progressing  would  riot  be  (ini-bed,  so  long  as 
money  w'as  supplied  to  keep  them  in  a forward 
movement.  The  reason  assigned  is,  that  the  super- 
intendents were  interested  in  delaying  their  com- 
pletion, as  they  received  a salary  for  their  set  vices, 
or  a commission  on  the  money  expended,  and  hence 
it  was  for  their  advantage  to  protract  the  time,  and 
to  enlarge  Hie  expense.  Mr.  A.  said  lie  was  ac- 
quainted with  the  history  of  several  of  the  harbors 
on  Lake  Erie,  atuMie  fully  believed  money  had  ne- 
ver been  more  judiciously,  beneficially,  and  econo- 
mically applied.  The  works  were  all  under  the 
general  control  of  skillful  officers  of  Hie  United 
States;  and  the  immediate  superintendents,  who 
made  the  contracts  and  disbursements,  he  thought, 
in  no  instance,  received  any  thing  like  a fair  equi- 
valent for  their  services,  and,  who  must,  therefore, 
be  actuated  by  other  considerations  than  a mere 
pecuniary  one,  so  far  at  least  as  it  regarded  that 
paid  by  the  government.  He  had  never  known  or 
heard  of  a case  of  peculation  or  fraud,  and  but  few 
of  bad  management.  Their  employment  saved  the 
expense  of  keeping  comparativ  ly  high  paid  officers 
to  perform  the  .same  duties,  and.  he  believed,  they 
were  much  more  interested  in  urging  their  works  to 
a speedy  termination  rather  than  the  reverse.  It 
was  true  these  haroors  continued  to  make  demands 
on  the  treasure,  but  it  was  because  the  original 
plans  w'ere  not  yet  executed  in  some  cases,  while 
in  others  experience  suggested  deviations  from 
them,  for  they  were  all  matters  of  ex  eriment  w hen 
commenced.  He  could  assure  the  opponents  of  the 
system  that  its  friends  would  halt  where  they  were, 
if  they  supposed  the  cost  was  to  be  unreasonable, 
compared  with  the  advantages  to  he  derived  from 
it;  but  they  believed  it  warranted  bv  the  constitu- 
tion, and  that  the  necessities  of  The  country,  general 
and  local,  demanded  its  continuance,  though  its 
benefits  could  only  be  duly  appreciated  by  those 
who  had  witnessed  its  etiects. 

In  the  year  1825,  there  was  but  a single  steam- 
boat above  the  Falls  of  Niagara,  she  making,  “soli- 
tary and  alone,”  an  unprofitable  and  hazardous 
vovage  once  in  ten  days  from  Bufialoto  Detroit  and 
back.  Then,  too,  there  wmre  but  twenty  or  thirty 
small  shallops,  dignified,  it  is  true,  by  the  name  of 
schooners;  now,  instead  of  one  steamboat,  there 
are  nearlv  sixtv,  some  of  them  of' 800  tons  burthen, 
costing  an  hundred  ttiousand  dollars  and  more,  and, 
as  a class,  inferior  lo  none  afloat;  instead  of  the 
twenty  or  thirty  shallops,  Ihere  are  now  too  hundred 
ships,  brigs,  and  schooners,  honestly  such.  But 
this  fleet  never  could  have  had  existence  but  for 
the  facilities  for  receiving  and  discharging  cargoes 
furnished  by  artificial  harbors,  constituting,  also, 
places  of  refuge  to  w hich  to  flee  in  time  of  need. 
There  are  few  natural  harbors  on  any  of  the  lakes, 
and  till  Hi"  construction  of  those  by  the  government 
on  Lake  Erie,  vessels  were  often  driven  by  storms 
from  one  end  of  it  to  the  other,  unless  sooner 
driven  on  shore,  or  to  the  bottom.  Such  was  still 
the  case  on  Lakes  Huron  and  Michigan,  and  w ould 
long  continue  to  be.  if  the  policy  so  happily  began 
and  so  advantageously  prosecuted,  was  now  to  bo 
arrested. 

But  the  business  on  the  Iake=  had  but  jn=f  com- 
menced; Ohio  had  now  400  miles  of  canal  in  ope- 
ration, and  was  constructing  as  much  more;  Indiana 
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was  expending  ten  millions  oil  canals  and  railroads; 
Illinois  and  the  infant  state  of  Michigan;  each  half 
as  much.  These  all  tended  to  the  lakes,  and  would 
soon  very  greatly  increase  the  business  upon  them. 

Mr.  A.  thought  there  were  equitable  considera- 
tions pertaining  to  this  matter,  so  far  as  the  wesi 
was  concerned.  The  people  of  what  was  once  the 
northwest  territory,  had  paid  as  large  an  amount  of 
money  into  the  treasury  for  duties  on  imported  goods 
as  any  equal  number  of  people  elsewhere;  for 
whatever  might  be  the  doctrine  south  of  the  Poto- 
mac, his  own  was,  that  it  was  not  cotton,  but  con- 
sumers, who  paid  the  duties.  In  addition,  they  had 
paid  sixty-two  millions  for  public  lands,  being  six- 
tenths  of  all  the  receipts  from  that  source.  Ohio, 
alone,  had  paid  twenty-two  millions,  more  than  one- 
fifth  of  all  the  receipts,  but  she  had  got  but  about 
one-sixth  of  the  land,  for  much  of  her  land  was 
bought  under  the  old  system,  when  the  minimum 
price  was  two  dollars  the  acre.  Hence  it  had  cost 
about  one  dollar  and  seventy-six  cents,  while  the 
average  in  the  other  states  had  been  but  one  dollar 
and  thirty-one  cents,  making  an  excess  of  more 
than  five  millions  paid  by  Ohio.  He  did  not  pro- 
pose to  ask  its  return  in  the  present  exhausted 
situation  of  the  treasury,  and  had  only  alluded  to  it 
as  a reason  why  he  thought  we  ought  not  to  be  espe- 
cially astute  in  seeking  to  discover  how  we  might 
withhold  or  curtail  appropriations  for  the  north- 
western states  in  general,  and  Ohio  in  particular. 
The  interest  on  the  excess  referred  to,  for  a single 
year,  would  equal  all  the  money  ever  expended  by 
the  general  government  in  Ohio,  for  her  exclusive 
benefit,  without  taking  the  appropriations  for  the 
national  road  into  account,  which  were  based  upon 
a totally  diiferent  footing. 

In  conclusion,  he  would  say  he  thought  the  op- 
ponents of  the  new  harbors  ought  to  find  better 
reasons  for  their  opposition  than  merely  that  some 
ot  the  old  harbors  were  yet  unfinished. 

Mr.  Pope  said  he  had  voted  for  all  these  mea- 
sures of  internal  improvement,  and  wa3  ready  to 
do  so,  when  they  were  proper,  without  any  ques- 
tions about  state  rights,  consolidation,  constitution- 
ality, and  Such  cries,  which  he  was  sorry  to  see 
had  come  to  be  so  common  in  that  house.  But  he 
did  think  that,  with  an  empty  treasury,  such  ap- 
propriations as  those  asked  lor  by  the  bill  under 
consideration  ought  not  to  be  pressed.  He  said 
he  was  worn  down  with  remaining  in  the  house 
from  nine  o’clock  at  morning  till  nine  o’clock  at 
night,  and  he  would  threfore  move  that  the  com- 
mittee rise.  The  committee  rose  accordingly. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill  to  authorize  a com- 
mission to  test  the  usefulness  of  inventions  to  pre- 
vent steam  explosions,  were  concurred  in,  and  the 
bill  passed. 

Sundry  bills  from  the  senate  were  read  twice,  and 
referred. 

On  motion  at  half  past  nine  o’clock,  p.  m. 

The  house  adjourned. 


POSTSCRIPT. 

RESUMPTION  OF  SPECIE  PAYMENTS. 

Pennsylvania,  ss. — In  the  name  and  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  commonw-ealth  of  Pennsylvania, 
by  Joseph  Ritner,  governor  of  the  said  common- 
wealth— A proclamation. 

The  period  has  arrived  when  the  series  and  mis- 
fortunes produced  by  the  injurious  interference  of 
the  national  government  with  the  currency  of  the 
country  is  about  to  terminate.  Congress  having 
risen  without  sanctioning  the  attempt  to  give  to  the 
federal  executive  the  entire  control  of  the  national 
wealth,  and  of  the  whole  amount  of  specie  in  the 
country,  and  the  consequent  power  to  affect  and 
wield  to  its  own  purposes  all  the  capital  and  credit 
of  the  union;  and  having  also  imposed  certain  salu- 
tary restrictions  on  so  much  of  this  power  as  had 
been  already  arrogated,  it  is  incumbent  on  the  com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania  to  put  forth  her  strength 
to  quicken  her  dormant  energies,  and  to  take  that 
stand  in  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  union  which 
her  unbounded  resources,  her  vast  natural  and  ar- 
tificial facilities  for  their  development,  and  the  solid 
and  energetic  character  of  her  citizens  demand:  to 
deprive  her  of  which  stand,  all  the  measures  of  the 
national  government  have  recently  tended. 

For  the  production  of  this  most  desirable  result, 
the  measure  first  requisite  is,  that  an  end  be  put  to 
certain  open  infractions  of  the  spirit  of  the  laws, 
which  have  been  forced  upon  us  by  the  overbear- 
ing necessities  of  the  times;  and  to  restore  credit 
and  the  currency  to  the  firm  basis  on  which  they 
stood  before  their  late  derangement  was  unnecessa- 
rily brought  on  the  people. 

I,  therefore,  by  virtue  of  that  enjoyment  of  the 
constitution  which  requires  the  governor  of  the 
state  to  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  exe- 
cuted, and  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  do  hereby  re- 


quire all  banks  in  this  commonwealth,  on  or  before 
the  thirteenth  day  of  August  next  ensuing  the  date 
hereof,  to  resume  and  continue  the  redemption  of 
their  respective  notes,  bills  and  other  obligations, 
in  gold  arid  silver  coin  according  to  the  true  intent 
and  meaning  of  their  charters.  And,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  aiding  those  institutions  in  the  accomplish- 
ment of  this  laudable  object,  I deem  it  proper  to 
state,  from  the  information  I have  obtained,  that 
their  solvency  and  general  condition  is  such  as  to 
entitle  them  to  the  confidence  of  all  who  hold  their 
notes,  their  amount  of  specie  on  hand  being  large- 
ly increased,  and  of  notes  in  circulation  much  di- 
minished, since  the  suspension  of  specie  payments 
in  May,  1837. 

While  it  is  thus  cheerfully  announced  that  the 
means  of  the  banks  are  ample,  and  that  their  con- 
duct has  been,  throughout  the  late  trying  crisis, 
generally  such  as  to  sustain  our  already  high  cha- 
racter for  punctuality,  honesty,  and  solvency,  main- 
tain and  even  increase  our  trade,  keep  up  the  value 
of  property,  and  prevent  the  state  from  becoming 
the  theatre  of  panic  and  distress,  yet  I shall  feel 
bound,  in  duty  to  the  public,  to  talte  all  the  means 
in  my  power  to  compel  a return  to  that  agency  and 
responsibility  to  their  creditors  for  which  they  were 
created.  If,  however,  a return  be  promptly  and 
faithfully  made  to  that  line  of  duty  to  the  laws  and 
to  the  public  from  which  they  have  been  compelled 
to  depart,  the  occurrences  of  the  past  year  will  only 
be  recorded  in  our  history  as  another  instance  of  the 
perfect  adaptation  of  republican  institutions  to  the 
demands  of  every  crisis,  and  will  show  that  com- 
mon and  overruling  necessity  being  bowed  to  by 
general  consent  becomes  for  the  time  the  law  of  the 
land.  But  to  justify  such  rule  of  necessity,  and  to 
prevent  future  evil,  from  its  unnecessary  recurrence 
or  unjust  continuance,  it  is  indispensably  requisite 
that  the  instant  the  pressure  of  circumstances  which 
produced  it  ceases,  the  empire  of  the  express  and 
ordinary  law  of  the  land  should  be  restored.  Ac- 
cordingly, if  on  the  other  hand  a return  to  general 
and  real  redemption  in  specie,  and  a withdrawal  of 
all  illegal  paper  money,  from  circulation,  do  not  now- 
take  place,  when  all  admit  that  it  may,  with  safety 
and  public  benefit,  I shall  hold  it  rny  duty,  forth- 
with, to  take  all  the  measures  to  compel  it,  which 
the  constitution  and  laws  have  placed  in  ray  power; 
and  at  the  opening  of  the  next  session  of  the  legis- 
lature, to  recommend  the  passage  of  such  laws  as 
may  more  effectually  guard  the  future  from  the 
evils  of  the  past. 

Arid  further  for  the  purposes  and  by  virtue  of  the 
enjoimnent  aforesaid,  I do  also  hereby  require  all 
persons  or  bodies  corporate,  who  may  have  violated 
the  laws  of  this  state,  by  the  emission  and  circu- 
lation of  notes  of  any  denomination  under  that  of 
five  dollars,  commonly  called  “shin  plasters,”  to 
take  instant  measures  for  the  full  and  honest  re- 
demption of  the  same  in  gold  and  silver  coin,  or 
such  other  ample  equivalent  as  shall  be  satisfactory 
to  the  holders  thereof,  under  pain  of  the  penalties, 
if  this  notice  be  not  complied  with  in  a reasonable 
time,  it  will  be  the  duty  of  all  good  citizens  to  en- 
force. 

Should  this  requirement  be  fully  and  promptly 
complied  with,  the  commonu-ealth  will  be  restored 
to  that  sound  currency  which  she  possessed  before 
the  suspension,  viz:  One  composed  of  gold  and 
silver  for  all  sums  under,  and  of  notes  instantly 
convertible  into  specie  for  all  sums  of  and  over, 
five-dollars.  The  result  of  the  attempt  to  improve 
the  currency  will  then  obviously  be,  that  the  only 
paper  issues  in  circulation  and  not  convertible  into 
specie  at  the  place  whence  issued,  will  be  those  of 
the  national  government. 

In  communicating  thus  publicly  with  my  fellow- 
citizens  on  this  important  and  interesting  matter,  I 
w-ould  respectfully  and  earnestly  say  to  all,  be  fir  u 
and  cool  in  the  emergency.  Trust  in  the  laws, 
have  confidence  in  the  institutions,  and  sustain  the 
high  credit  and  character  of  your  glorious  common- 
wealth. You  have  borne  youiselves  through  the 
crisis  nobly  and  honorably.  You  have  come  al- 
most uninjured  out  of  the  trial.  Make  one  more 
calm  and  steady  effort  and  all  will  be  well.  The 
forbearance  and  determination  heretofore  exhibited 
have  been  such  as  to  reflect  credit  upon  the  state, 
while  it  has  strengthened  the  hands  and  cheered 
the  hearts  of  your  public  agents  in  the  performance 
of  duties  of  no  ordinary  difficulty.  Contrasting,  as 
is  naturally  done,  the  feelings  and  hopes  connected 
with  this  attempt  to  aid  the  resumption,  with  those 
which  animated  me  when  I addressed  my  fellow- 
citizens  on  the  subject  of  the  suspension  of  specie 
payment,  I cannot  but  rejoice  at  the  difference. 
We  were  then  entering  upon  a new  and  untried 
course  of  action  whose  happy  termination  was  oqly 
matter  of  hope.  We  are  now  at  the  conclusion  of 
our  doubts  and  fears,  and  with  the  blessings  of  provi- 
dence on  the  exertion  of  our  own  moderation  and 


industry,  about  to  return  to  our  usual  confidence 
and  prosperity. 

Given  under  ray  hand  and  the  great  seal  of  the 
state,  at  Harrisburgh,  this  tenth  day  of  July, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty -eight  and  of  the  com- 
monwealth the  sixty-third. 

By  the  Governor:  Tho.  H.  Burrows, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 


Expenditures.  The  following  statement  from 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  answer  to  a reso- 
lution of  the  house  of  representatives,  shows  the 
amounts  of  expenditure,  exclusive  of  the  public 
debt,  for  each  year,  from  1824  to  1838. 

~ ' $15,330,144  71 

11,490,359  94 
13,062,316  27 
12,653,095  65 
13,296,041  45 
12,660,460  62 
13,229,533  33 
13,864,067  90 
16,516,388  77 
22,713,755  11 
'18,425,417  25 
17,514,950  28 
30,868,164  04 
*39,164,745  37 
nail  variation  on  the 
the  treasurer, 
nclude  payments  for 


For  the  year  1824 
Ditto  1825 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 


1826 

1827 

1828 

1829 

1830 

1831 

1832 

1833 

1834 

1835 

1836 

1837 


*This  sum  is  subject  to  s 
settlement  of  the  accounts  o 
Note. — The  above  sums 
trust  funds  and  indemnities,  which  in  1837,  were, 
$5,610,404  36. 


The  army — official  regulation.  1.  No  officer, 
whose  duty  it  may  be  to  examine  the  accounts  of 
the  disbursing  officers  of  that  branch  of  the  service 
under  his  immediate  supervision,  shall  hold  or  dis- 
burse funds. 

2.  Whenever  it  is  practicable,  all  disbursements 
shall  be  made  by  checks  on  a bank  or  a person,  as 
the  case  may  be,  and  not  in  money. 

3.  A monthly  statement  shall  be  made  and  trans- 
mitted to  the  department  by  each  disbursing  officer, 
of  the  moneys  received,  paid,  and  remaining  in  his 
hands. 

This  regulation  will  supersede  the  one  on  this 
subject  issued  a few  months  since. 

J.  R.  Poinsett. 

IVar  department , July,  11,  1S3S. 


Appointments  by  the  president,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  senate. 

Robert  Lucas,  of  Ohio,  to  be  governor  of  the  ter- 
ritory ofiowa,  in  the  place  of  H.  Atkinson,  resigned. 

Elisha  A.  Rhodes,  of  New  Orleans,  to  be  consul 
lor  the  port  ot  Galveston,  in  Texas. 

Thompson  F.  Mason,  of  Alexandria,  to  be  judge 
of  the  criminal  court  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Dillon  Jordon,  jr.  of  North  Carolina,  to  be  judge 
for  the  district  of  West  Florida,  in  the  place  of  J. 
A.  Cameron,  deceased. 

Richard  C.  Allen  to  be  judge,  W.  H.  Brockcnbo- 
rough  to  be  attorney,  Peter  W.  Gautier,  jr.,  to  be 
marshal,  tor  the  Apalachicola  district  in  Florida. 

George  Willis  to  be  marshal  for  the  western  dis- 
trict of  Florida. 


Florida  war.  A letter  from  Tallahassee,  dated 
June  23d,  sa3's: 

We  have  little  hopes  of  inducing  the  Indians  yet 
out  to  surrender.  Their  movement  are  most  hos- 
tile. We  learn  that  every  post  abandoned  by  our 
troops  has  been  destroyed.  Fort  Clinch,  on  the 
Witidachooche,  Forts  King  and  Mellon,  have  been 
burnt,  and  most  of  the  bridges  in  the  nation  des- 
troyed. Scarcely  had  our  troops  passed  the  bridge 
near  Fort  King,  ere  it  was  burned  by  the  Indians, 
w-ho  were  following  close  in  the  rear  of  the  army. 

Texas.  We  learn  from  the  Houston  National 
Banner  of  the  8th  ult.  that  col.  Hockley  has  been 
appointed  secretary  of  war,  of  the  republic  of 
Texas,  in  the  place  of  col.  Bee,  resigned.  The 
Banner  speaks  in  highly  favorable  terms  of  the 
qualifications  and  character  of  both  these  gentle- 
men. With  regard  to  the  presidency  of  Texas, 
that  paper  appears  to  entertain  no  doubt  of  the 
election  of  general  Lamar,  and  that, ‘too,  with  little 
or  no  opposition.  The  new  “money  bill,”  or  act 
authorizing  a new-  issue  of  treasury  shinplasters  by 
that  republic,  had  been  vetoed  by  the  executive, 
and  abandoned  by  the  Texian  congress.  Theie  re- 
mains therefore  but  the  original  issue  of  $650,000 
Texian  notes  in  circulation.  From  the  same  paper 
we  learn  that  the  counterfeiter  is  abroad,  in  Texas; 
several  well  executed  specimens,  purporting  to  be 
of  this  issue,  have  been  recently  presented  at  the 
treasury  department,  and  proved  to  be  counterfeit. 

[ Boston  Post. 
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(K#=The  president  of  the  United  States  wdl  leave 
this  city  on  Monday  for  the  Virginia  Springs,  pass- 
ing on  his  route  through  the  city  of  Richmond. 
Mr.  Poinsett,  who  is  still  in  delicate  health,  will 
visit  the  springs  in  Greenbrier  county,  Va. 

8CJ-A  manifesto  of  the  administration  party  in 
congress  has  been  published.  The  constitutionality 
of  a national  bank  is  opposed.  The  hon.  John  M. 
Niles,  of  Connecticut,  and  lion.  Charles  £.  Haynes, 
of  Georgia,  presided  over  the  meeting;  whence  the 
manifesto  was  issued. 

Crj-The  president  has  issued  a proclamation  con- 
cerning the  ratification  of  a convention  between  the 
United  States  and  Texas,  entered  into  by  their  ac- 
credited agents,  in  relation  to  the  indemnity  for  the 
capture  of  the  brigs  Pocket  and  Durango.  The 
amount  to  be  paid  is  $11,750.  See  page  324. 

8d-It  will  be  remembered  that  a month  or  two 
ago,  the  Bank  of  Metropolis  in  this  city,  was  rob- 
bed, in  a daring  manner,  of  a large  amount  of  jew- 
elry deposited  in  the  bank  for  safe  keeping.  The 
^ robber  has  been  apprehended  in  New  Orleans. 

gg-The  UnitSd  States  sloop  of  war  Levant,  was, 
at  the  latest  dates,  at  Matanzas — the  crew  in  ex- 
cellent health. 

Qg-In  Louisiana,  the  result  of  the  last  election  is 
as  follows,  as  correctly  as  we  have  been  able  to  col- 
lect: The  whigs  have  10  certain,  and  probably  11 

in  the  senate  out  of  17,  of  which  it  is  composed,  and 
31  in  the  house  of  delegates  to  17  admir^stration, 
and  2 neutrals.  The  whig  governor  elected. 


$3-The  exploring  expedition,  fully  equipped, 
will  leave  the  United  States  in  the  first  w’eek  ot 
August,  on  her  voyage  of  discovery  to  the  southern 
regions:  lieutenant  Wilkes  commanding. 

(tCJ*A  public  meeting  was  held  in  Montgomery 
county,  Maryland,  on  the  26th  June,  to  remonstrate 
against  the  appointment  made  bv  the  governor  of 
Maryland,  by  virtue  of  a resolution  ol  the  general 
assembly,  of  colonel  Abert,  ot  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. as  the  engineer  to  make  certain  surveys  for 
the  design  of  ascertaining  the  propriety  of  con- 
structing a canal  from  the  Chesapeak  and  Ohio  ca- 
nal to  the  city  of  Baltimore. 

{jtf-The  citizens  of  North  Carolina  are  awakening 
to  the  immense  impulse  felt  throughout  the  country 
on  the  subject  of  internal  improvements.  A large 
meeting  was  held  at  Greensborough,  a short  time 
since,  and  governor  Dudley  addressed  the  assem- 
blage, in  an  earnest  and  eloquent  manner,  upon 
this  interesting  subject. 

Ocf-Within  a year  we  shall  have  twenty  steam 
ships  from  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Holland. 
The  speed  with  which  these  vessels  pass  to  and  fro 
between  the  two  hemispheres,  will  create  an  epoch 
in  civilization  and  the  arts,  at  which  philanthropy 
and  learning  should  rejoice. 

{|Cf-It  is  estimated,  that  from  the  five  southern 
states,  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  Alabama,  Georgia, 
and  South  Carolina,  fifty  thousand  persons  travel 
north-ward  every  summer.  The  travelling  and  in- 
cidental expenses  of  this  army  of  travellers,  is  put 
down  at  five  hundred  dollars  a head. 


view,  and  actually  did  introduce  general  Henderson 
to  count  Mole  and  the  other  members  of  the  minis- 
try. 

Murder.  On  the  night  of  the  16th,  a man 
named  George  Collins,  living  on  Magothy  river,  in 
Anne  Arundel  count}-,  while  under  the  influence,  as 
is  supposed,  of  ardent  spirits,  shot  his  son  Richard, 
aged  18  years,  and  killed  him  on  the  spot;  and  had 
another  of  his  sons  named  Joshua  fastened  up  in 
one  of  the  rooms  of  his  house  with  the  intention  of 
shooting  him  also,  but  he  succeeded  in  effecting  hi3 
escape  by  breaking  through  the  window,  and  while 
in  the  act  of  running  from  the  house  was  fired  at 
by  his  father,  and  severely  wounded  in  one  of  his 
arms.  [Balt.  Chronicle. 

Duel.  The  St.  Louis  Republican  says  that  a 
duel  took  place  on  the  4th,  between  a Mr.  Le 
Lange  of  New  Orleans,  and  Mr.  R.  C.  Tates  of 
New  York,  on  account  of  some  difficulty  which 
occurred  in  St.  Louis.  The  parties  met  by  moon- 
light, near  Alton,  Illinois.  On  the  first  fire,  eight 
yards  distance,  Mr.  Le  Lange  was  wounded  in 
the  arm;  a proper  apology  was  made,  and  here  the 
matter  terminated. 

Silk  culture  in  New  Jersey.  John  M. 
Brown,  esq.  of  Salem,  has  a cocoonery  of  25,000 
worms,  which  he  feeds  on  the  common  mulberry. 
They  have  spun  eight  bushels  of  cocoons.  In  a 
few  days  he  will  have  100,000  worms  feeding  on 
the  morus  multicaulis,  which  he  set  out  in  the 
spring.  The  cocoons  of  this  year  will  yield  $200. 
Mr.  Brown  will  also  have  a large  profit  from  his 
young  trees.  Messrs.  Reeves  of  AllowaystowD, 
have  also  entered  into  this  business. 


{Jc5*The  board  of  visiters  to  the  military  academy 
at  West  Point,  report  favorably  of  its  present  con- 
dition. In  the  body  of  their  report  we  find  the  fol- 
lowing : “ Admittance  to  it  is  opened  to  every  con- 
dition of  fortune  and  of  birth.” 

■ Ccj- Commodore  David  Porter,  charge  de  affaires 
at  the  Turkish  court,  and  his  two  sons,  have  arrived 
at  Boston  in  the  ship  Niger,  from  Constantinople. 

03-It  is  stated  in  the  northern  papers  that  Mr. 
Webster  will,  at  the  Boston  dinner,  give  his  views 
of  the  presidency,  and  take  that  occasion  to  with- 
draw from  the  field  as  a candidate. 

{jig-Mr.  Prentiss,  of  Mississippi,  is  to  attend  the 
Webster  dinner  at  Boston. 

{JCJ-Thom,  the  Scotch  .sculptor,  has  made,  it  is 
said,  a remarkable  statue  of  Washington.  The 
statue  is  colossal  and  cut  from  a block,  taken  from 
the  Patterson  quarry,  New  Jersey. 

CtJ-Mr.  David  Treadwell  of  Little  river,  Bruns- 
wick county,  N.  C.,  states  that  several  trunks  be- 
longing to  the  Pulaski,  have  come  ashore  in  that 
vicinity. 

OO-A  railroad  has  been  established  between  Bris- 
tol and  London,  for  the  purpose  of  transporting 
passengers  to  the  steam  packets,  that  leave  the  for- 
mer place  for  the  United  States. 


SCrlt  is  announced  in  the  Charleston  papers  that 
the  Southwestern  Rail  Road  Bank  w ill  be  put  into 
operation  next  November.  This  bank  is  connected 
with  the  Louisville,  Cincinnatli  and  Charleston 
rail  road  company,  and  was  incorporated  by  the 
states  of  South  Carolina,  North  Carolina,  and  Ten- 
nessee, for  the  express  purpose  of  promoting  that 
great  work. 

Od=-The  Ohio  convention  met  at  Columbus  on 
the  31st.  ultimo,  and  w'as  most  numerously  attend- 
ed. Sixty-five  counties  were  represented,  and  be- 
tween three  and  four  thousand  delegates  are  said  to 
have  been  present.  Ex-governor  Allen  Trimble 
was  appointed  to  the  chair,  and  John  N.  Taylor,  se- 
cretary. The  following  resolution  passed  with  but 
one  dissenting  voice: 

Resolved,  That  this  convention  have  undimin- 
ished confidence  in  the  patriotism  and  talents  of 
our  distinguished  fellow  citizen,  Wm.  Henry  Har- 
rison; and  concur  with  the  convention  of  July  last, 
in  presenting  his  name  to  the  national  convention 
as  a candidate  for  the  presidency;  but  at  the  same 
time  pledge  their  cordial  support  to  the  nomination 
of  that  convention,  should  it  fall  on  either  of  the 
other  distinguished  statesmen,  Henry  Clay  or  Dan- 
iel Webster,  whose  names  are  prominent  as  whig 
candidates  for  that  important  office. 

The  convention  was  addressed  by  general  W.  S. 
Murphy  of  Ross,  R.  W.  Thompson  of  Indiana,  hon. 
Jacob  Burnet,  gov.  Vance  and  Charles  Anderson  of 
Dayton. 


Estimated  expenditures  of  the  govern- 
ment for  1838.  In  the  debate  on  the  harbor  bill, 
Mr.  Cambreleng  presented  the  following  estimate 
of  the  public  expenditures  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Appropriations  for  1838  already  made  : 

Army  $4,200,000 

Civil  and  diplomatic  3,200,000 

Revolutionary  and  other  pen- 
sioners " 3,050,000 

Navy,  including  former  appro- 
priations 5,750,000 

Cumberland  road  500,000 

Preventing  and  suppressing  In- 
dian hostilities  7,740,000 

Protection  of  northern  frontier  625,000 
Appropriations  under  perma- 
nent laws  2,260,000 

27,325,000 

Appropriations  which  will  probably  be 
made : 

Indian  annuities,  &c.  1,520,000 

Fortifications,  850,000 

West  Point  150,000 

Harbors,  &c.  1,450,000 

Additional  appropriations  for 
Public  service  200,000 

New  army  bill  723,000 

New  Indian  treaties  1,700,000 

6,593,000 

Miscellaneous  appropriations  not  enume- 
rated 1,000,000 


Od-Madison,  in  Dane  county,  is  hereafter  to  be 
the  seat  of  government  of  Wisconsin  territory. 

Otf-A  meeting  of  twelve  hundred  Whig  delegates 
assembled  on  the  11th  of  July  at  Utica,  New 
York. 

Od-The  honorable  John  Branch  is  to  run  on  the 
administration  ticket  against  governor  Dudley,  for 
the  gubernatorial  chair  of  the  state  of  North  Caro- 
lina. 

{>d*The  Athens,  Tennessee  Journal  of  the  4th 
inst.  says,  “several  detachments  of  Cherokees  have 
passed  through  this  place  within  the  last  two  or 
three  weeks  on  their  way  from  North  Carolina  to 
the  agency,  and  on  last  Friday  twelve  hundred 
passed  through  conducted  by  two  companies  of  ar- 
tillery, under  the  command  of  capt.  Washington. 
This  last  detachment  nearly  completes  the  emigra- 
tion for  North  Carolina. 

Vol,  LIV.-Sw.  21. 


Georgia.  The  whigs  of  this  state  have  nom- 
inated the  following  ticket  for  congress: 

William  C.  Dawson,  R.  W.  Habersham,  J.  C. 
Alford,  W.  T.  Colquitt,  E.  A.  Nisbit,  Mark  A. 
Cooper,  Thomas  Butler  King,  Edward  J.  Black, 
Lott  Warren. 

France  and  Texas.  We  clip  the  following 
important  paragraph  liorn  the  New  York  Star  of 
Saturday: 

“ We  have  it  from  an  undoubted  source,  that  the 
French  cabinet  will  shortly  conclude  a treaty  of 
amity  and  commerce  with  this  young  republic. — 
General  Henderson  had  been  in  Paris  two  or  three 
weeks  only,  when  he  had  nearly  completed  this  ar- 
rangement with  the  government.  It  seems  that 
governor  Cass  declined  to  introduce  general  H. 
formerly  as  the  minister  of  Texas;  but  lord  Gran- 
ville, the  English  ambassador,  nothing  daunted, 
and,  doubtless  with  the  authority  of  the  English 
ministry,  offered  his  services  to  forward  an  inter- 


$34,918,000 


Of  the  above  appropriations,  about  thirteen  » II- 
lions  are  for  extraordinary  purposes,  ten  million  of 
which  belong  to  the  Indian  service  alone. 

This  will  make  the  aggregate  charge  upon  the 
year  including  the  appropriations  of  former  years 
unexpended,  on  the  1st  January  last,  47,000,000. 

New  Hampshire.  The  legislature  of  New 
Hampshire  adjourned  on  Thursday  the  5th  inst.  to 
the  last  Wednesday  in  May.  On  the  4th,  the  house 
held  three  sessions,  in  the  morning,  afternoon  ai  d 
evening.  A set  of  resolutions  relative  to  slavery, 
after  general  discussions,  were  indefinitely  post- 
poned, yeas  109,  nays  82.  A resolution  passed,  in- 
structing the  senators,  and  requesting  the  represen- 
tatives of  the  state  in  congress  to  use  their  efforts  to 
effect  an  equitable  adjustment  of  the  claims  of  our 
citizens  for  spoliations  bv  France  prior  to  J800. 
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Banks,  currency,  &c.  The  Philadelphia  com- 
mercial list  of  Saturday  has  the  following  para- 
graphs: 

The  banks  in  this  city  have  determined  to  re- 
sume on  the  1st  of  August,  notwithstanding  all  that 
has  appeared  to  the  contrary  in  the  newspapers. 
This  determination  has  given  very  general  satis- 
faction to  the  business  portion  of  the  community, 
who  now  believe  that  in  a short  time  business  will 
again  resume  its  wonted  activity. 

The  governor  as  will  be  seen  in  a subsequent 
column,  has  issued  a proclamation  calling  on  the 
banks  throughout  the  state,  to  resume  by  the  18th 
August  next,  so  that  had  no  previous  arrangements 
been  entered  into  for  this  purpose,  they  would  soon 
have  been  compelled  to  adopt  this  course. 

Respecting  governor  Ritner’s  proclamation,  re- 
quiring the  banks  of  Pennsylvania  to  resume  on  the 
13th  August,  the  Philadelphia  National  Gazette  of 
Friday  evening  says: 

The  proclamation  is  clearly,  and  nervously 
written;  it  acknowledges  the  force  of  necessity  in 
causing  the  banks  to  suspend  specie  payments,  but 
insists  on  the  fact  that  the  time  is  near  at  hand  when 
arguments  derived  from  such  necessity  need  no 
longer  be  advanced.  In  this  opinion  the  writer  is 
warmly  sustained  by  our  citizens.  The  banks  of 
onr  own  section  (and  we  (to  not  doubt  of  other  parts 
of  the  state,  too,)  are  perfectly  well  pleased  with 
the  proclamation,  its  temper  and  doctrine. 

The  Philadelphia  Inquirer  of  Saturday,  says  of 
the  proclamation: 

It  is  looked  upon  as  settling  the  question  with  re- 
gard to  a resumption  of  specie  payments,  and  hence 
is  warmly  commended  and  approved,  by  all  who 
are  in  favor  of  such  resumption — embracing,  as 
we  have  reason  to  believe,  nineteen-twentieths  of 
the  community. 

The  Philadelphia  Herald  of  Saturday  says: 

We  have  heard  but  one  opinion  expressed  of  the 
proclamation  of  governor  Ritner,  requiring  the 
banks  to  resume  specie  payments,  &c.  and  that  has 
been  one  of  decided  approbation.  This  act  will 
raise  him  still  higher  in  the  admiration  of  his  fel- 
low-citizens, and  shows  that  they  can  at  all  times 
rely  upon  his  independence,  firmness,  and  intelli- 
gence, in  sustaining  the  honor  and  the  interests  of 
the  commonwealth. 

The  banks  in  this  city  have  felt  the  obligation 
they  were  under  to  resume  specie  payments,  and 
had  already  made  arrangements  for  meeting  in  con- 
vention those  of  Boston,  Baltimore,  Richmond,  &c. 
with  the  view  of  fixing  an  early  day,  probably  the 
first  of  August,  for  a general  resumption.  Courte- 
sy to  the  banks  of  other  cities  dictated  this  course, 
while  it  would  not  by  any  means  procrastinate  the 
period  of  resumption.  The  convention  of  banks 
will  be  held  in  this  city  on  the  23d  inst.,  and  we 
have  no  doubt  that  the  first  day  of  August  will  be 
fixed  upon  by  the  banks  for  a general  resumption. 
We  rejoice,  however,  that  the  governor  has  taken 
the  wise  precaution  of  fixing  a day  beyond  which 
the  present  state  of  things  shall  not  be  permitted  to 
continue.  It  will,  at  all  events,  be  a strong  persua- 
der to  any  bank,  if  any  such  there  were  in  this 
state,  that  felt  a reluctance  to  comply  with  the  de- 
mand of  the  public  to  resume,  to  yield  to  that  de- 
mand. 

The  ship  Columbiana,  at  New  Orleans  from  Li- 
verpool, has  brought  20,000  sovereigns  for  the  Com- 
mercial bank  of  that  city. 

From  the  New  York  Gazette,  July  11. 

We  are  gratified  to  learn  that  the  large  bank  of 
fifty  millions  of  dollars,  which  has  long  been  under 
advisement  among  our  financial  men,  has  at  length 
assumed  a palpable  form.  Joseph  D.  Beers,  esq.  a 
gentleman  of  extensive  experience  in  the  business 
of  exchange  and  banking,  has,  we  are  informed,  ac- 
cepted the  office  of  president,  and  Myndert  Van 
Schaick,  esq.  so  favorably  known  as  a man  of  for- 
tune and  high  character,  will  officiate  as  vice  presi- 
dent. 

The  direction  comprise  a portion  of  our  most 
able  and  wealthy  citizens,  and  the  first  subscription 
of  two  millions  of  dollars  is  already  filled.  Exten- 
sive arrangements,  we  are. told,  are  already  in  pro- 
gress to  secure  important  advantages  to  this  insti- 
tion,  and  every  thing  betokens  the  most  decided 
success. 

The  bank  is  termed  the  “North  American 
Trust  and  Banking  Company,”  and  books  for 
further  subscriptions  will  be  opened  as  soon  as  the 
articles  of  association  are  entered  according  to  law. 
That  this  enterprise  will  materially  aid  New  York 
in  all  its  business  relations,  does  not  admit  of  a 
doubt. 

The  U.  S.  bank  bonds  authorised  to  be  sold  by 
the  recent  aet  of  congress,  amount  to  about  six  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  The  proceeds  will  go  into  the 
treasury,  to  aid  in  defraying  the  expenses  of  govern- 
ment. 


Banks,  of  Alabama.  We  learn  by  the  Tuskaloosa 
Intelligencer  that  there  has  very  recently  been  held, 
in  that  town,  a bang  convention  to  consider  on  the 
proper  measures  to  be  adopted,  preparatory  to  a 
resumption  of  specie  payments.  The  proceedings 
of  the  convention  had  not  transpired,  but  it  was  ru- 
mored that  a resolution  was  adopted  to  resume  4th 
of  July,  183.9.  No  doubt  the  convention  was  greatly 
enlightened  and  assisted  in  its  deliberations  by  the 
valuable  details  and  profound  speculations  of  the 
bank  commissioners,  who  have  so  recently  made  a 
tour  of  the  state  in  their  official  capacity.  We 
trust  the  proceedings  of  the  convention  will  be 
made  public,  and  not  kept  bottled  up  for  the  sole 
use  of  his  excellency,  until  the  meeting  of  the  le- 
gislature. 

We  are  gratified  to  learn,  from  other  sources, 
that  the  June  instalment  of  the  deferred  debt  to  the 
bank  and  the  branches  has  generally  been  met  or 
satisfactorily  adjusted;  and  we  look  with  some 
anxiety  for  the  next  monthly  reports  of  the  banks. 

Banks  and  bank  notes.  The  act  on  this  subject 
received  the  approval  of  the  president  on  the  5th 
instant.  It  is  as  follows: 

An  act  to  modify  the  last  clause  of  the  fifth  sec- 
tion of  the  deposite  act  of  the  twenty-third  of 
June,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  represen- 
tatives of  the  United  Sta  tes  of  America  in  congress 
i assembled.  That  the  last  clause  of  the  fifth  section 
of  the  act  entitled  “An  act  to  regulate  the  deposites 
of  the  public  money,”  approved  on  the  twenty-third 
day  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- six,  declar- 
ing that  the  notes  or  bills  of  no  bank  shall  be  received 
in  payment  of  any  debt  due  to  the  United  States, 
which  shall  after  the  fourth  day  of  July,  in  the  year 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six,  issue  any  note  or 
bill  of  a less  denomination  than  five  dollars,  shall 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  so  far  modified  as  that 
the  interdiction  as  to  the  reception  of  the  bills  and 
notes  shall  not  continue  against  any  bank  which 
has,  since  the  said  fourth  day  of  July,  in  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-six,  issued 
bills  or  notes  of  a less  denomination  than  five  do- 
lars.  or  w'hich  shall  issue  any  such  bills  or  notes 
prior  to  the  first  day  of  October,  in  the  year  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-eight,  but  that  from  and  after 
the  said  last  mentioned  day,  the  bills  or  notes  of  no 
bankshall  be  received  in  payment  of  any  debt  due 
to  the  United  States,  which  bank  shall,  after  that 
date  issue,  re-issue,  or  pay  out  any  bill  or  note  of  a 
denomination  less  than  five  dollars. 

Wm.  R.  King, 

President  of  the  senate  pro  tem. 

James  K.  Polk, 

Speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives. 
Approved,  July  5 til,  1838. 

M.  Van  Buren. 

The  New  York  Commercial  publishes  the  fol- 
lowing list  of  the  notes  received  as  cum nt  by  the 
banks  of  that  city  on  Saturday: 

New  York  state.  Brooklyn  banks;  Westchester 
county;  bank  of  Newburg;  Highland;  bank  of 
Poughkeepsie;  Duchess  county  do.;  Farmers  and 
Manufacturers’,  do.;  Ulster  county;  Kingston;  Cats- 
kill;  Farmers’,  Catskill;  Hudson  River;  Mech.  and 
Farmers’,  Albany;  Commercial,  do.;  Canal,  Albany; 
Farmers’,  Troy;  city,  do.;  Lansingburgh,  twenties, 
fifties  and  one  hundreds ; Bank  of  Albany,  fifties  and 
one  hundreds;  State  bank,  Albany,  one  hundred  and 
upwards;  Albany  city,  tens  and  upwards;  Bank  of 
Troy  .fifties;  Saratoga. 

New  Jersey.  Fives  and  upwards,  the  Newark 
banks;  State  bank,  Elizabeth;  State  bank  New 
Brunswick;  Morris  Canal;  tens  and  upwards.  Farm- 
ers and  Merchants’,  Railway;  Farmers  and  Mechan- 
ics’, Middletown,  Pt.;  Belvidere  bank;  Sussex  coun- 
ty; Commercial,  Perth  Amboy;  State  Bank  at  Mor- 
ris; Morris  county  bank. 

Connecticut.  Twenties  and  upwards,  Stamford 
bank;  fifties  and  upwards,  Fairfield  county. 

Vermont.  Bank  of  Manchester,  fives  and  upwards. 
Tennessee.  Union  bank,  when  made  payable. 
Louisiana.  City  bank,  New  Orleans,  when  made 
payable. 

The  following  estimate  of  the  amount  of  Ameri 
can  stocks  held  in  England,  is  given  in  Mr.  Gar- 
land’s late  speech  in  congress  against  the  sub  trea- 
sury bill. 

Estimate  of  American  stocks  held  abroad,  principally 
in  England- 

Louisiana  bank  stock  in  bonds  of  the 
State  ... 

Pennsylvania  state  stocks 
Do.  United  States  bank 
New  York  slate 
Do  city  • 

Alabama  State  - . . 

Mississippi  do  - 
Ohio  do  - 

Maryland  do  . 


$22,000,000 

16,000,000 

20,000,000 

4.500.000 

1.500.000 

4.500.000 
2,000,000 

3.500.000 
3,000,000 


Virginia  do  - 

Illinois  do  - 

Indiana  do  - 

Florida  Territory 

Farmers’  Loan  and  Trust  company, 
5 percent,  bonds 

New  York  Life  Insurance  and  Trust 
company,  5 per  cent,  bonds 
American  do  do  do 
Mississippi  Bank  stock  - 
Tennessee  do  do  - 
Delaware  and  Raritan  company  and 
Camden  and  Amboy  railroad  com- 
pany bonds 

Miscellaneous  stock  and  securities 


2,000,000 

2,000,000 

4,000,000 

1,500,000 

3.000. 000 

1,500,000 

1.000. 000 
1,000,000 

800,000 


2.000,000 

14,200,000 


$110,000,000 

Maryland  banks.  The  following  is  a statement, 
made  up  from  official  sources,  of  the  general  con- 
dition of  the  city  and  country  banks  of  this  state  up 
to  the  30th  of  June. 

Banks  in  Baltimore  on  the  30/5  June. 


Bills  discounted, 
Circulation, 

Specie, 

Deposites, 

Due  to  other  banks, 
Due  from  other  banks, 


$12,705,470  23 
2,139,747  88 
1,140,885  40 
1,117,338  31 
3,503,250  71 
3,491,196  95 


Country  Banks. 

Bills  discounted,  $2,564,659  20 

Circulation,  950,060.  68 

Specie,  438.465  88 

Deposites,  745,316  24 

Due  to  other  banks,  127,290  52 

Due  from  other  banks,  428,190  45 


That  our  readers  may  be  able  to  irfetitute  a direct 
comparison  between  the  present  and  past  condition 
of  the  banks,  we  give  the  returns  for  January  1st, 
1838.  The  debts  due  other  banks  were  not  then 


given. 

Banks  in  Baltimore. 

Bills  discounted,  $13,120,263  39 

Circulation,  2,110,951  9S 

Specie,  971,390  24 

Deposites,  2,476,068  05 

Country  Banks. 

Bills  discounted,  $2,580,028  42 

Circulation,  902,157  73 

Specie,  353,511  03 

Deposites,  776,615  93 

A comparison  of  the  above  will  show  that  the 
condition  of  the  banks  has  been  steadily  improving, 
and,  although  then  considered  good,  is  now  even 
better  than  before.  The  proportion  of  specie  to 
the  circulation  is  much  greater  than  is  usually  con- 
sidered safe  as  a basis  for  issues,  and  is  in  every 
point  of  view  favorable  to  a resump’ion  of  specie 
payments.  In  addition  to  the  strength  of  the  banks, 
we  believe  there  is  a general  feeling  of  confidence 
in  their  stability  and  the  prudence  and  responsibili- 
ty of  those  connected  with  their  management, 
w hich  will  prove  all  important  in  case  of  a resump- 
tion. All  hope  lor  such  a consummation,  and  that 
speedily,  and  few  there  are  we  believe  will  not  aid, 
by  all  the  means  in  their  power,  so  desirable  a 
movement. 


Mr.  Woodbury.  It  w ill  be  seen  by  the  follow- 
ing letter  of  Mr.  Woodbury  to  the  secretary  of 
state  of  New  Hampshire,  that  he  has  declined 
the  office  of  chief  justice  of  that  state: 

Washington,  IHh  June,  1838. 
Ralph  Metcalf,  esq.,  secretary  of  state, 

Sir:  I herewitli  submit  a final  reply  to  yours  of 
the  21st  n It . The  official  information  of  my  ap- 
pointment as  chief  justice  of  the  superior  court  of 
New  Hampshire,  which  it  communicated,  has  cre- 
ated some  embarrassment. 

On  the  one  hand,  this  renewed  evidence  of  the 
kindness  and  confidence,  which  have  long  been  ex- 
hibited towards  me  by  the  people  of  my  native 
state,  is  highly  gratifying,  and  increases  my  desire 
to  be  useful  to  them. 

The  situation  otlered  is,  also,  agreeable  (o  me 
personally;  and,  if  consulting  only  my  own  predi- 
lections,'! should,  without  hesitation,  procei  d to 
enter  on  the  performance  of  its  honorable  duties. 

But  looking  to  the  difficulties  that  still  surround 
the  important  tru-tl  now  hold,  the  opinio.nof  many 
is  that  various  considerations  of  a public  and  para- 
mount character  exist,  which  ought  to  prevent  my 
voluntary  withdrawal  from  it  at  this  juncture.  I 
venture,  therefore,  to  hope,  that,  in  declining  the 
appointment  of  chief  justice  as  I hereby  do,  my 
motive  will  be  duly  appreciated,  and  that  it  will 
not  be  attributed  to  any  inadequate  sense  of  the 
honor  conferred,  or,  what  would  be  equally  eirone- 
ous.  to  anv  diminution  in  my  solicitude  (o  promote 
the  best  interests  of  the  people  of  that  state,  to 
which  I am  under  such  strong  and  numerous  obli- 
gations. 
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With  grateful  acknowledgments  to  the  governor 
and  council  lor  their  favorable  sentiments,  and  to 
yourself  for  the  obliging  manner  in  which  they 
have  been  conveyed. 

I remain,  respectfully  yours, 

Levi  Woodbury. 

Mr.  Poinsett.  The  following  letter  was  ad- 
dressed to  Charleston  (S.C.  ) Washington  Society, 
by  the  secretary  of  war,  in  reply  to  an  invitation  to 
attend  the  anniversary  dinner  of  that  society  : 

Washington,  July  2. 

To  the  president  of  the  Washington  Society 

Sir:  When  I hail  the  honor  of  meeting  my  fel- 
low-citizens and  old  associates  at  the  festival  with 
which  we  celebrated  the  anniversary  of  our  national 
independence,  the  last  year,  I invited  you  to  sustain 
the  administration,  in  so  far  forth  only,  as  it  was 
found  worthy  your  support,  by  maintaining  in  then- 
vigor  and  pmity,  the  union,  the  constitution  and 
the  laws  of  the  country — and  it  has  been  in  the 
highest  degree  gratifying  to  me,  to  find  that  you 
have  very  generally  expressed  tour  approbation  of 
the  course  pursued  by  the  administration,  aware  as 
I am,  from  my  intimate  knowledge  of  the  motives 
and  feelings  of  those  with  whom  I have  so  long 
acted,  they  would  withhold  their  concurrence  with 
measures  which  do  not  originate  in  the  strictest 
principles  of  democracy. 

In  conformity  with  the  views  which  have  always 
animated  a society  of  which  I am  proud  to  be  a 
member,  I beg  leave  to  offer  as  a toast,  upon  this 
occasion. 

The  union,  the  constitution  and  the  laws  of  our 
country — we  will  support  those  alone,  who  main- 
tain them  pure  and  inviolate. 

Respectfully, 

Tour  companion, 

And  humble  servant, 

J.  R.  Poinsett. 

Dinner  to  Mr.  Webster.  A committee  of 
citizens  was  deputed  last  week  from  Boston,  to 
bear  to  Mr.  Webster,  at  that  time  in  this  city,  an 
invitation  to  a public  dinner  to  which  Mr.  Webs- 
ter has  returned  the  following  answei: 

Astor  House,  New  York,  July  13,  1338. 

Gentlemen:  I have  received  your  letter,  tians- 
mitting  resolutions  adopted  at  a meeting  in  Boston 
on  the  10th  inst.,  inviting  me  to  a public  dinner. 
The  respect  and  kindness  manifested  by  these  re- 
solutions, demand  my  warmest  acknowledgments 
ot  gratitude.  My  health  not  a little  exhausted  by 
the  length  of  the  session,  and  by  the  heat  of  the 
weather  for  some  time  past,  admonishes  me  to  get 
to  my  farm  as  soon  as  practicable,  for  the  purpose 
of  rest  and  repose.  But  if  it  be  the  desire  6f  those 
citizens  ol  Boston  whom  yon  represenV  that  I 
should  meet  them  on  such  an  occasion  as  is  pro- 
posed, I shall  not  feel  at  liberty  to  decline  their 
invitation. 

With  much  true  regard. 

Your  obliged  friend  and  fellow  citizen, 
Daniel  Webster. 

To  George  Darracott,  esq.,  Nathaniel  Hammond, 

esq  , Uriel  Crocker,  esq.,  Geo.  W.  Gordon,  esq. 

The  dinner  is  to  take  place  on  Tuesday  the  23ih 
inst.,  at  Faneuil  Hall. 

Virginia  Manufactures.  From  the  report  of 
a committee  appointed  at  the  convention  lately  held 
to  take  into  consideration  the  interests  of  the  south- 
ern states,  to  inquire  whether  manufacturing  estab- 
lishments cannot  be  carried  on  as  efficiently  and 
cheaply  in  Virginia  as  in  the  northern  states,  it  ap- 
pears that,  in  Wheeling,  Petersburg,  Richmond, 
Fredericksburg.  Lynchburg,  and  Kanawha,  more 
than  eleven  millions  of  dollars  are  already  invested 
in  the  manufactories  of  these  places  ; that,  in 
Wheeling  alone  there  are  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
six  manufacturing  establishments,  employing  more 
than  one  thousand  seven  hundred  hands — the  chief 
articles  manufactured  there  being  iron  castings,  bar 
iron,  nails,  and  glass  ware.  In  Petersburg,  there 
are  five  flourishing  cotton  manufactories,  an  iion 
foundry',  and  several  flour  mills  and  tobacco  manu- 
factories. In  Richmond  there  are  also  establish- 
ments of  a similar  kind.  In  Fredericksburg  and 
Falmouth,  there  are  several  iron  and  wollen  manu- 
factories, with  flour  and  other  mills.  The  manu- 
facture of  pig  and  bar  iron  is  extensively  conducted 
in  the  counties  of  Rockbridge,  Alleghany,  Bote- 
tourt, Wythe,  and  Washington,  in  the  upper  part 
of  the  valley;  and  in  Augusta,  Shenandoah,  Page, 
and  other  counties  in  the  lower  part  of  the  valley, 
and  in  some  of  the  counties  bordeiing  on  the  Ohio, 
and  in  the  county  of  Franklin,  east  of  the  ridge. 
The  resources  oT  Virginia  in  iron,  coal,  and  salt  are 
not  surpassed  in  any  part  of  the  union.  And  the 
committee  gave  it  as  their  opinion  that,  when  Ihe 

banking  establishments  of  the  state  shall  be  extend- 


ed, and  the  facilities  of  communication  shall  be  im- 
proved, as  contemplated,  no  stale  in  the  union  can 
carry  on  manufacturing  establishments  to  greater 
advantage  to  its  citizens  than  Virginia.  [Nut.  hit. 

Statistics  of  crime.  It  appears,  from  re- 
turns made  with  the  most  rigid  exactness,  that  the 
criminal  population  of  the  city  of  Liverpool  amounts 
to  4200  females,  and  4520  males,  2.270  of  the  latter 
being  professional  thieves,  and  the  residue  living  by 
a combination  of  labor  and  plunder.  Examinations 
made  subsequently  to  the  above,  not  only  go  to 
confirm  their  accuracy  but  to  show  that  in  fact  the 
number  of  these  malefactors  is  underrated.  It  has 
been  ascertained  by  regular  returns,  about  the  cor- 
rectness ol  which  it  is  said  no  doubts  can  be  enter- 
tained, that  in  the  yeai  1835,  there  were  13,506  per- 
sons taken  into  custody  of  w hom  2.138  were  com- 
mitted. In  1836  there  were  16,630  taken  up,  of 
whom  3,343  were  committed,  and  during  eight 
months  of  1837  there  were  12.709  taken  into  cus- 
tody, of  whom  2,849  were  committed.  From  July 
1835,  to  Julv  1836,  921  juvenile  thieves  under  eigh- 
teen years  ol  age,  were  apprehended,  ol  w horn  three 
hundred  and  seventy-eight  were  committed.  From 
July  1S36,  up  to  the  date  at  which  the  returns  from 
which  the  above  data  are  derived  were  made,  there 
had  been  taken  into  custody'  2,339  juvenile  thieve  s, 
of  whom  1,096  had  been  committed,  there  having 
been  in  custody  during  the  same  time  upw'aids  oi 
1500  adult  thieves.  The  amount  of  property  stolen 
annually  is  estimated  at  about  one  million  sterling. 

[Balt.  Amer. 

The  Fisheries.  The  number  of  vessels  em- 
ployed iu  the  cod  and  mackerel  fishery,  belonging 
to  Gloucester,  the  last  year,  was  221  ; tonnage  of 
the  same,  9824  ; hands  employed.  1580  ; capital  in- 
vested, $343,000.  Quite  a number  of  new  vessels 
have  been  added  to  the  business  this  season,  in- 
creasing the  tonnage  say  to  1 1,000  tons. 

The  number  of  vessels  engaged  in  the  fisheries, 
owned  at  Marblehead,  is  69 ; tonnage,  5368  ; hands 
employed,  483. 

Our  harbor  for  the  past  week  has  teemed  wi'h 
mackerel — and  though  mostly  small,  their  taking 
has  contributed  much  sport,  and  in  some  instances, 
not  a little  profit  to  those  who  have  been  in  success- 
ful pursuit. 

Last  week  twenty  barrels  of  mackerel  were  sein- 
ed at  one  haul  at  Sandy  Point,  by  captain  Baker. 
His  seine  is  five  hundred  yards  long.  A few  weeks 
since  he  enclosed  a multitude  of  fishes,  principally 
maiden  shad.  It  is  estimated  that  their  number  was 
200,000.  \_Gloucesler  Telegraph. 

Minister  of  T exas.  We  learn  from  the  Hons 
ton  (Texas)  National  Banner,  of  the  15th  ult.  that 
the  president  of  Texas  has  appointed  Peter  W. 
Grayson,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  republic 
near  the  government  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
place  of  Memucan  Hunt,  resigned. 

Case  of  B.  Rathbun.  From  the  Buffalo  Com- 
mercial Advertiser  of  the  7th  inst.  We  yesterday 
announced,  in  a postscript,  the  acquittal  of  Benja- 
min Rathbun,  on  the  trial  which  has  occupied  the 
present  court  for  the  last  ten  days.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  former  absorbing  interest  felt  in  the  issue 
of  this  important  case,  yet,  owing  partly  to  lapse 
of  time  since  it  first  filled  the  public  ear,  and  part- 
ly to  the  protracted  delays  and  postponements  which 
have  from  time  to  time  put  off  the  filial  result,  the 
edge  of  curiosity  had  become  comparatively  dull  d, 
and  the  once  imposing  aspect  of  the  case  had  dwin- 
dled down  to  the  common  place  character  of  ordi- 
nary trials. 

Some  difficulty  was  experienced  in  empannel- 
ing  a jury  for  the  trial,  many  having  expressed  an 
opinion  as  to  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  the  accused. 

By  resorting  to  talesmen,  howmver,  the  neces- 
sary number  was  finally  obtained,  comprising  most 
ly  plain  substantial  farmers — a class  whose  sterling 
integrity  and  sound  judgment  may  almost  invaria- 
bly be  relied  on  as  least  liable  to  err  in  the  deci- 
sions of  human  tribunals. 

There  were  three  indictments  pending  in  this 
county  against  the  accused,  for  the  alleged  forged 
endorsements  of  three  several  notes  of  $2,000  each; 
which  were  deposited  bv  Rathbun  with  Messrs. 
Joy  fk.  Webster  of  this  city  in  January,  1836,  as 
collateral  security  against  certain  advances  made 
by  them  upon  the  contract  for  building  their  exten- 
sive block  of  stores.  One  of  these  notes  was  en- 
dorsed “David  E.  Evans,”  another  “Bissel  Hum- 
phry— Noves  Darrow1”  and  the  other  “ Mar'in 
Daley — Sylvester  Mathews.”  It  was  upon  the 
indictment  for  the  latter  that  the  present  trial  was 
had. 

The  prosecution  was  conducted  by  the  district 
attorney  general  Beardsley.  The  defence  was 
managed  by  the  former  counsel  of  prisoner,  H.  K. 


Smith,  E.  Van  Buren,  and  T.  T.  Sherwood,  esqrs. 
Tlie  latter  gentleman  was  sentenced  by  presiding 
judge  Dayton  to  two  days  imprisonment  lor  con- 
tempt of  court,  in  the  examination  of  one  of  the 
witnesses. 

The  verdict  on  the  indictment  just  tried,  dispos- 
es, we  understand,  of  the  two  remaining  ones  in 
Gencsse,  which  will  probably  come  to  trial  at  Ba- 
tavia, in  September  next.  Upon  these  Mr.  Rath- 
bun has  formerly  entered  bail,  in  bonds  of  $5,000. 

Revolutionary  relics.  The  Troy  (N.  Y.) 
Mail,  in  describing  the  celebration  of  the  late  an- 
niversary iu  that  city,  says  “in  the  long  procession 
of  committees,  and  societies,  and  trades,  and  asso- 
ciaiions  that  participated  in  the  scene  of  joy,  the 
revolutionary  fathers  attracted  particular  notice  and 
gave  to  the  occasion  an  earnest  of  the  event  which 
they  were  called  to  celebrate.  Venerable  and  w hite 
with  years,  their  presence  was  an  incentive  to  the 
love  of  country.  The  following  is  a list  of  their 
names,  and  we  rejoice  that  they  are  yet  w ith  us  and 
hope  that  they  may  be  spared  to  meet  at  the  next 


anniversary. 

Names.  Residence.  Age. 

William  Sliter,  Sandlake,  Rensselaer  co.  74 

Henry  Mirach,  Troy,  84 

John  Foliard,  do  S4 

Edward  Wilson,  do  76 

Jacob  Wager,  do  75 

Gideon  Whitinarsh,  Northumberland,  Saratoga 

county,  80 

Reuben  Babcock,  Sandlake,  Renssellaer  co.  80 

Moses  Sheldon,  Bennington,  Vt.  86 

Mr.  Kinney,  GVeenbush,  Renssellaer  co.  79 

Ephraim  Whitaker,  Troy,  84 

Cornelius  Myers,  do  78 

Simon  Griswold,  Nassau,  Rensselaer  co.  85 

Samuel  Gordon,  Troy,  74 

Isaac  Cushman,  do.  80 

Benjamin  Pierce,  do.  75 

Elijah  Reed,  do.  74 

Texas.  The  steam  packet  Cuba,  at  New  Or- 


leans from  Texas,  brings  the  Houston  Telegraph 
to  the  23d  ult.  It  contains  no  news,  being  chiefly 
occupied  with  the  speech  of  Mr.  Preston,  in  the 
senate  of  the  United  States,  upon  the  annexation 
of  Texas  to  this  country,  and  with  electioneering 
matter.  General  Lamar  seems  to  be  the  most  pro- 
minent candidate  for  the  presidency,  and  judge 
Burnet  for  the  vice-presidency  of  the  new  re- 
public, though  some  doubts  had  been  raised  as  to 
the  eligibility  of  the  former.  Colonel  Lynch  has 
been  nominated  to  represent  the  county  of  Galves- 
ton in  the  next  congress. 

The  United  States  and  Great  Britain. 
Mr  Faiifield,  from  the  committee  on  foreign  af- 
fairs, to  which  was  recommitted  the  bill  ol'  the 
house  of  representatives  of  the  United  States  “to 
provide  for  surveying  the  northeastern  boundary  line 
of  the  United  Sates,  according  to  the  provision  of 
the  treaty  of  peace  of  1783,”  reported  the  same 
without  amendment;  and  it  was  ordered,  on  his  mo- 
tion, that  the  bill  do  lie  on  the  table. 

The  same  gentleman,  from  the  same  committee, 
further  reported  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That,  after  a careful  examination  and 
deliberate  consideration  of  the  whole  controversy 
between  the  Unitt  d States  and  Great  Britain,  rela- 
tive to  the  northeastern  boundary  of  the  former,  the 
house  ol  representatives  does  not  entertain  a doubt 
of  the  entire  practicability  of  running  and  marking 
that  boundary  in  strict  conformity  with  the  stipula- 
tions of  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace  of  1783;  and 
entertain  a perlect  conviction  of  the  justice  and 
validity  of  the  title  of  the  United  States,  to  the  full 
extent  ol  all  the  territory  in  dispute  between  the 
two  powers 

Resolved,  further,  That,  considering  that  more 
than  half  a century  has  elapsed  since  the  conclu- 
sion of  that  treaty;  considering  the  extraordinary 
de'ay  which  lias  hitherto  marked  the  negotiations 
and  proceedings  of  the  governments  of  the  two 
countries  in  their  endeavor  amicably  to  settle  this 
controversy;  and  considering  the  danger  of  mutual 
irritation  and  collisions  upon  the  border  of  kindred 
and  friendly  nations  from  further  procrastination, 
this  house  cannot  foibear  to  express  an  earnest  de- 
sire that  the  pending  negotiation  should  be  brought 
to  a close,  and  the  final  decision  of  the  dispute  be 
made  as  early  as  practicable. 

These  resolutions  were  unanimously'  agreed  to. 

A card.  The  undersigned,  friends  of  Messrs. 
Segar  and  Savage,  having,  without  consultation 
with  their  principals,  and  upon  their  sole  responsi- 
bility, agreed  to  refer  the  contemplated  alfairof 
honor  between  tho^e  gentlemen  to  the  final  arbitra- 
ment of  the  hon.  Mr.  Pickens,  of  South  Carolina, 
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and  the  hon.  S.  S.  Prentiss,  of  Mississippi,  are  hap- 
py to  announce  that  it  has  been  adjusted  in  a man- 
ner entirely  honorable  to  both  parties,  upon  the  basis 
of  a mutual  withdrawal  of  all  charges  or  remarks 
personally  offensive  to  either. 

They  cannot  forbear  at  the  same  time  from  ex- 
pressing their  high  sense  of  the  generous  and  per- 
severing efforts  of  the  hon  Messrs.  Wise  and  Hun- 
ter, of  Virginia,  by  whose  earnest  and  intelligent 
interposition  this  painful  controversy  was  at  length 
brought  to  a pacific  termination. 

Felix  Huston, 

J.  L.  Martin. 

Washington  city,  June  24,  1838. 

Singular  cases  of  insanity.  The  New  York 
Journal  of  Commerce  relates  the  following  singular 
cases  of  insanity  brought  on  persons  in  the  water 
from  a cannon  being  fired  over  them: 

At  an  early  hour  on  the  morning  of  the  4th  of 
July,  two  young  men  went  into  the  river  at  Castle 
Garden,  to  swim,  and  at  the  very  moment  they 
leaped  into  the  water,  a salute  was  fired  from  some 
heavy  pieces  of  cannon,  which  were  contiguous. 
When  the  two  young  men  leaped  in,  they  remained 
under  the  water  some  seconds,  and  on  rising  to  the 
surface,  were  observed  by  some  bystanders  to  act 
in  so  fantastic  and  extraordinary  a manner,  that  it 
was  evident  something  of  an  unusual  nature  had 
occurred  to  them.  A boat  was  therefore  imme- 
diately procured,  and  the  two  young  men  taken 
out  of  the  water  and  brought  to  the  shore,  when  it 
was  found  that  both  of  them  had  lost  their  senses; 
and  so  totally  and  entirely,  as  to  be  unable  to  give 
any  explanation  of  how  they  had  been  affected,  or 
what  sensations  they  felt  at  the  moment.  Their 
insanity  was  not  of  a violent  kind,  but  rather  what 
might  be  termed  idiotic;  or  a total  prostration  of 
every  intellectual  attribute. 

In  this  melancholy  condition  they  were  conveyed 
home  to  their  friends,  and  remained  nearly  in  the 
same  state  for  two  days,  at  the  end  of  which,  one 
of  them  partially  recovered  his  reason,  but  the  other 
still  remains  without  any  symptom  of  amendment. 

This  fatal  result  of  cannon  being  fired  over  per- 
sons in  the  water,  will  cease  to  appear  very  extra- 
ordinary to  any  person  who  has,  when  a boy  expe- 
rienced the  almost  terrific  sensation  produced  on 
him  when  under  water  in  a narrow  stream,  by  a 
common  trick,  practised  by  boys,  of  taking  two 
large  stones  and  striking  them  forcibly  together  on 
the  water’s  edge,  immediately  over  where  the  swim- 
mer has  dived  down.  A gentleman  who  witnessed 
the  present  occurrence,  told  us  that  on  one  occa- 
sion he  himself  suffered  a sort  of  electric  shock, 
which  almost  deprived  him  momentarily  of  his  rea- 
son, from  a common  musket  being  fired  over  him 
while  he  was  under  the  water. 


FROM  THE  CREEK  NATION. 

We  have  great  pleasure  in  copying  the  following 
from  the  Arkansas  Gazette,  of  June  30th: 

To  the  editors  of  the  Arkansas  Gazelle. 

Creek  Nation,  June  12,  1838. 

Sir:  It  is  with  feelings  of  regret  that  the  under- 
signed, chiefs  of  the  Creek  nation,  have  had  inter- 
preted to  them  a report,  in  your  paper,  of  May  30th, 
stating  that  the  Creek  Indians  show  but  li  tie  dispo- 
sition to  plant  corn;  and  that,  in  several  instances, 
they  have  destroyed  their  own  fences,  and  that  the 
old  women  have  been  heard  to  declare  that,  a3  soon 
as  the  green  corn  is  fit  to  pull,  the  whites  must 
look  out,  and  that  most  of  them  carry  the  marks  of 
determined  vengeance  in  their  countenances;  and 
that  this  report  has  come  through  so  respectable  a 
source  as  to  leave  no  doubt  of  the  fact,  as  it  was 
given  by  a gentleman  who  had  been,  for  several 
years,  assisting  in  the  emigration  of  the  Indians 
west.  That  a great  portion  of  the  Creeks  have  been 
removed  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  is  but  too  true; 
and  that  there  is  a dissatisfaction  among  them,  is 
also  true;  yet  they  look  up  to  the  government  for 
the  fulfilment  of  the  promises  their  agents  have 
made  them.  When  that  is  done,  all  will  ba  right 
with  the  Muscogee  people;  and,  until  that  is  done, 
they  will  not  consider  themselves  fairly  dealt  with. 
And,  as  to  any  disposition  to  hostilities  among  us, 
we  know  nothing  of  it;  neither  has  the  first  rail  of 
a fence  been  destroyed,  nor  have  we  heard  any 
thing  of  the  old  women’s  report,  that  the  white  peo- 
ple must  look  out  as  soon  as  the  green  corn  is  ripe. 
The  Muscogee  nation  have,  at  this  time,  as  good  a 
prospect  for  a good  crop  of  corn,  considering  the 
late  spring,  and  the  small  quantity  of  farming  tools, 
as  they  ever  had.  The  gentleman  who  was  the 
origin  of  this  report  is  mistaken,  and  we  should  like 
for  you  to  give  his  name,  as  we  know  of  no  one 
who  has  been  recently  in  the  Creek  nation,  who 
has  been  employed,  for  years,  in  the  emigrating  of 
Indians;  and  we^  the  undersigned  chiefs,  do  declare 


the  report  of  hostilities  against  the  whites  lo  be  ut- 
terly untrue.  They  have  too  much  love  for  their 
wives  and  children  to  cherish  such  an  idea  for  a mo- 
ment. 

The  Creek  delegation,  on  their  arrival  at  Van 
Buren,  in  Crawford  county,  Arkansas,  were  there 
told,  to  their  surprise,  of  the  report  in  circulation 
about  the  Creeks,  and  some  attempts  were  made  to 
stop  them,  until  the  facts  could  be  ascertained;  yet, 
through  the  influence  of  some  friends,  they  were 
permitted  to  continue  home;  and  they  take  pleasure 
in  announcing  to  their  Arkansas  brothers,  and  the 
world,  that  the  report  is  all  false,  and  hope  that 
you  will  give  this  as  a true  statement  in  your  paper. 

With  respect,  we  are,  your  friends  and  brothers. 

[Signed  by  Roley  McIntosh,  Fush-hatchy  Micco, 
and  twenty-two  other  chiefs.] 

B.  Marshall,  interpreter. 

Eli  Jacobs,  C.  C. 


THE  CHEROKEES. 

Head-quarters,  eastern  division 
Cherokee  agency,  June  17,  1838. 

The  removal  of  Indians,  lor  emigration  from  the 
middle  district,  late  Cherokee  country,  being  near- 
ly, or  quite  completed,  arrangements  will  be  com- 
menced at  once  for  the  honorable  discharge  and 
payment  of  the  volunteers  and  militia  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States  within  that  district. 

For  these  purposes,  brigadier  gen.  Floyd,  will, 
as  fast  as  the  state  of  the  service  will  permit,  cause 
those  troops  to  be  assembled  at  one  or  more  points 
as,  after  consulting  with  major  Payne,  the  acting 
inspector  general,  may  be  suitable  or  convenient. 

The  latter,  in  mustering  out  of  service,  will  call 
to  his  aid  major  Fauntleroy,  of  the  United  States’ 
army,  and  give  all  orders  for  securing  the  public 
property  of  every  description — as  well  as  (after 
consulting  brig.  gen.  Floyd)  the  arms  and  accoutre- 
ments belonging  to  the  state  of  Georgia.  Major 
Payne  may  also  cause  to  be  sold  and  accounted  for, 
such  property  in  the  quartermaster’s  and  commis- 
sary’s departments  as  may  be  advantageous  to  the 
United  States  to  sell. 

Acting  paymasters  Bennett  and  Buck,  will  im- 
mediately repair  to  the  middle  district  to  pay  off  the 
troops  as  fast  as  they  are  discharged,  in  the  best 
money  they  may  be  able  to  command. 

The  commander  of  the  eastern  district  will,  as 
soon  as  he  can  dispense  with  their  services,  order 
the  Georgia  companies  at  Chastain  and  Fort  New- 
man, to  report  to  brigadier  gen.  Floyd  for  discharge 
with  the  other  Georgia  troops. 

Captain  Cleveland’s  company  at  Dahlohnega, 
will  be  discharged  at  the  discretion  of  brigadier 
gen.  Eu3tis,  giving  notice  to  the  paymasters  above- 
mentioned  ; and  he  will  retain  captain  Derrick’s 
company  of  Georgians  for  further  orders. 

Brigadier  gen.  Floyd,  it  is  hoped,  will  remain  in 
service,  until  the  business  of  his  district  shall  be  en- 
tirely completed.  He,  his  staff,  the  officers  and 
men  of  the  Georgia  line,  will  please  accept  the 
thanks  of  the  United  Slates,  for  the  promptitude, 
zeal,  and  humanity  they  have  almost  universally 
displayed  in  the  discharge  of  their  painful  duties. 
The  only  exception  to  this  just  commendation,  is 
the  detachment  ordered  to  Chastains,  and  in  its 
course  the  delay  and  disorders  committed,  are,  no 
doubt,  mainly  to  be  attributed  to  the  misconduct  of 
the  lieutenant  colonel,  who  has  since  resigned. 
The  brigadier  general  himself  has  exhibited  a de- 
gree of  intelligence,  decision,  and  method,  which 
would  do  credit  to  any  service. 

By  command  of  major  gen.  Scott. 

(Signed)  W.  J.  Worth, 

Lieut,  col.  and  chief  of  the  staff. 

Executive  Department, 

Milledgeville,  June,  23,  1838. 

To  gen.  Charles  Floyd: 

Sir:  Major  White  arrived  here  last  evening,  and 
delivered  to  me  your  communications  of  the  18th 
and  20th  inst.,  and  the  orders  of  general  Scott,  di- 
recting the  discharge  of  the  troops  under  your  com- 
mand. 

The  people  of  the  state  cannot  but  be  grateful  to 
you  and  your  brigade,  for  the  successful  termina- 
tion of  your  military  operations,  in  obtaining  for 
Georgia  the  full  possession  of  her  territorial  rights, 
and  for  the  manner  in  which  this  important  public 
service  had  been  performed. 

In  discharging  the  troops,  you  are  requested  to 
give  my  thanks  to  the  officers  and  men  for  their 
promptness  in  organizing  and  marching  to  the  place 
of  rendezvous,  their  humanity  to  the  Indians,  and 
the  zeal  and  efficiency  w'ith  which  they  have  ex- 
ecuted their  various  duties 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

George  R.  Gilmer. 


Head- quarters,  eastern  division, 
Cherokee  agency,  Juue  22,  1838. 

Sir:  I have  much  pleasure  in  saying  to  your  ex- 
cellency, that  of  the  Cherokees  who  yet  remained 
in  the  country,  on  the  24th  ult.,  probably  more  than 
three  fourths  have  already  been  collected  for  emi- 
gration by  the  troops  under  my  command.  The 
other  fourth,  it  is  expected,  will  be  collected  in  eight 
or  ten  days  more. 

About  3,000  were  sent  off  to  the  west,  between 
the  1st  and  17th  inst.,  when  apprehending  that  the 
warm  season  might  prove  highly  injurious  to  the 
Indians,  I was  induced  to  suspend  further  emigra- 
tion until  the  first  of  September  next. 

I n the  meantime,  I propose  to  hold  all  the  Indians 
yet  to  be  emigrated,  guarded  by  regular  troops,  at 
and  around  this  place,  Ross’  and  Gunter’s  landing. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect, 

Your  excellency’s  most  obedient  servant, 

Winfield  Scott. 

P.  S.  I have  already  commenced  the  discharge 
of  the  Tennessee  militia  of  this  army. 

W.  S. 

Hi3  excellency,  E.  Cannon,  gov.  of  Tennessee. 

From  the  Savannah  Georgian  of  the  28th  ult. 

Middle  Military  District , 

New  Echota,  July  3d,  1838. 

I inclose  you  major  general  Scott’s  order,  dis- 
charging the  Georgia  troops.  The  infantry  was 
immediately  discharged,  and  the  cavalry  were  de- 
tained to  scour  the  country  for  straggling  Indians. 
That  duty  has  been  performed,  and  about  forty 
stragglers  have  been  taken  and  sent  to  Ross’  land- 
ing. Nearly  all  the  cavalry  have  since  been  mus- 
tered out,  and  the  balance  will  be  discharged  so 
soon  as  the  escort  returns. 

1 enclose  you  also  general  Floyd’s  order  for  dis- 
charging the  troops.  This  order  was  not  extended 
to  the  cavalry  until  recently,  from  the  circumstan- 
ces above  stated. 

I have  reason  to  apprehend  that  numbers  of  the 
Indians  removed  to  Ross’  landing  and  now  assem- 
bled there  to  the  number  of  upwards  5,000,  will 
desert  and  get  back  to  Georgia,  as  soon  as  all  the 
Georgia  troops  are  discharged.  A great  many  have 
already  returned,  some  with  papers  from  white 
men.  General  Floyd  has  recaptured  several  and 
sent  them  back. 

The  inference  is  reasonable  that  if  they  would 
venture  to  return  while  the  troops  are  here,  that 
they  w'ill  doit  in  greater  numbers  when  there  is  no 
force  to  oppose  them.  5,000  Indians  encamped  on 
the  borders  of  the  state,  have  many  opportunities 
of  eluding  the  utmost  vigilance  and  will  find  their 
way  back.  “Soft  Shell  Turtle,”  an  old  chief,  has 
been  hid  in  the  mountains  with  24  followers,  for 
nearly  a month,  and  through  the  vigilance  of  capt. 
Means  of  the  mounted  volunteers,  have  all  been 
captured.  Georgia  is,  at  length,  rid  of  her  red 
population,  and  this  beautiful  country  will  now  be 
prosperous  and  happy.” 

He  ad- quarters.  Middle  Military  District, 

New  Echota,  21  st  June,  1838. 

Orders,  No.  4. 

The  Georgia  volunteers,  having  performed  with 
promptitude,  energy  and  humanity,  the  duties  as- 
signed to  them,  in  the  Cherokee  country,  will  be 
honorably  discharged  from  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  by  major  general  Scott.  If  any  Indians, 
have  eluded  their  vigilance,  they  are  but  a few 
stragglers,  when  necessity  w ill  compel  them  to  fol- 
low their  tribe  to  the  west,  or  surrender,  or  perish. 
To  the  high  praise  bestowed  by  major  gen.  Scott 
on  the  Georgia  troops,  the  brigadier  general  com- 
manding them,  has  the  pleasure  to  add  his  com- 
mendation, and  in  bidding  them  farewell,  they  have 
his  best  wishes,  for  a safe  and  happy  return  to  their 
respective  homes. 

By  order  of  brigadier  general  Floyd,  commanding 
middle  military  district,  G.  M. 

Thomas  Bourke, 
Captain  and  aid-de-camp. 


, OFFICIAL. 

By  the  president  of  the  United  States  of  America. 
a proclamation. 

Whereas,  a convention  between  the  government 
of  the  United  States  of  America  and  the  govern- 
ment of  the  republic  of  Texas,  to  terminate  the  re- 
clamations of  the  former  government,  for  the  cap- 
ture, seizure,  and  detention  of  the  brigs,  Pocket, 
and  Durango,  and  for  injuries  suffered  by  American 
citizens  on  board  of  the  Pocket,  was  concluded  and 
signed  at  Houston,  on  the  eleventh  day  of  April,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirty-eight,  which  convention  is  w'ord  for 
word,  as  follows: 

Convention  between  the  government  of  the 
United  States  of  America  and  the  government  of 
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the  republic  of  Texas,  to  terminate  the  reclama- 
tions of  the  former  government,  for  the  capture, 
seizure,  and  detention  of  the  brigs,  Pocket,  and 
Durango,  and  for  injuries  suffered  by  American 
citizens  on  board  of  the  Pocket. 

Alces  La  Bl  anche,  charge  d’alfairs  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  near  the  republic  of  Texas,  act- 
ing on  behalf  of  the  said  United  States  of  America, 
and  R.  A.  Irion,  secretary  of  state  of  the  republic 
of  Texas,  acting  on  behali  of  the  3aid  republic,  have 
agreed  to  the  following  articles. 

Art.  1.  The  government  of  the  republic  of 
Texas,  with  a view  to  satisfy  the  aforesaid  recla- 
mation ior  the  capture,  seizure,  and  confiscation  of 
the  two  vessels  aforementioned,  as  well  as  for  in- 
demnity to  American  citizens  who  have  suffered 
injuries  from  the  said  government  of  Texas,  or  its 
officers,  obliges  itself  to  pay  the  sum  of  eleven 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  ($11,750,) 
to  the  government  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
to  be  distributed  amongst  the  claimants  by  the  said 
government  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

Art.  2.  1'he  sum  of  eleven  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars,  ($11,750,)  agreed  on  in  the 
first  article  shall  be  paid  in  gold  or  silver,  with  in- 
terest at  six  per  cent,  one  year  after  the  exchange 
of  the  ratifications  of  this  convention.  The  said 
payment  shall  be  made  at  the  seat  of  government  of 
the  republic  of  Texas,  into  the  hands  of  such  per- 
son or  persons  as  shall  be  duly  authorized  by  the 
government  of  the  United  States  of  America  to  re- 
ceive the  same. 

art.  8.  The  present  conveation  shall  be  ratified, 
and  the  ratifications  thereof  shall  be  exchanged  in 
the  city  of  Washington,  in  the  space  of  three  months 
from  this  date,  or  sooner,  if  possible. 

In  faith  whereof,  the  parties  above  named  have 
respectively  subscribed  these  articles,  and  thereto 
affixed  their  seals. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Houston,  on  the  eleventh  day 
of  the  month  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirty-eight. 

[l.  s.]  Alcee  La  Branche. 

[l.  s.]  R.  A.  Irion. 

And  whereas  the  said  convention  bas  been  duly 
ratified  on  both  parts,  and  the  respective  ratifica- 
tions of  the  same  were  exchanged  at  Washington, 
on  the  sixth  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirty-eight,  by  John  Forsyth,  secretary  of 
state  of  the  United  States,  and  Fairfax,  Catlett, 
charge  d’affaires  of  the  republic  of  Texas  accredi- 
ted to  the  government  of  the  United  States,  on  the 
part  of  their  respective  governuients. 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  known  that  I,  MARTIN 
VAN  BUREN,  president  of  the  United  States,  have 
caused  the  said  convention  to  be  made  public,  to 
the  end  that  the  same  and  every  clause  and  article 
thereof  may  be  observed  and  fulfilled  with  good 
faith  by  the  United  States  and  the  citizens  thereof. 

In  witness  whereof,  I have  hereunto  set  my  hand 
[l.  s.]  and  caused  the  seal  of  the  United  States  to 
be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington  this  sixth  day  of 
July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  and  of  the  in- 
dependence of  the  United  States  the  sixty- 
third. 

M.  Van  Buren. 

By  the  president: 

John  Forsyth,  secretary  of  slate. 

NAVAL— OFFICIAL. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  commodore  John  B.  Nicol- 
son,  coalman  ling  United  States  navy  naval  forces 
on  the  coast  of  Brazil,  to  the  secretary  of  the 
navy,  dated  February  ID,  183S. 

U.  S.  ship  Independence, 

Monte  Video,  Feb.  19,  183S. 
Sir:  I take  leave  to  inform  the  honorable  secre- 
tary of  the  navy  of  the  arrival  of  this  ship  at  this 
anchorage  on  the  evening  of  the  seventeenth  inst. 
after  a passage  of  fourteen  days  from  Rio  de 
Janeiro. 

I am  happy  to  add  that  the  health  of  the  officers 
and  crew  of  this  ship,  and  the  United  States  brig 
Dolphin,  also  at  anchor  here,  continues  unimpaired. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  B.  Nicolson, 
Captain  commanding  U.  S.  naval 
forces  on  the  coast  of  Brazil. 
Hon.  Mahlon  Dickerson, 

Secretary  of  the  navy,  Washington. 

Pensacola,  June  30.  The  U.  S.  ship  Ontario,  ar- 
rived here  on  Tuesday  last  from  a cruize  in  the 
Gulf,  having  left  Vera  Cruz  on  the  19th  May  last. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  officers  of  the  On- 
tario. Samuel  L.  Breese,  esq.  commander;  lieu- 
tenants, S.  Barron,  N.  W.  Duke,  Henry  French, 
Henry  J.  Taul;  surgeon,  A.  G.  Gambrill;  purser. 


Joseph  Bryan;  acting  master,  W.  S.  Smith;  mid- 
shipmen, R.  Burts,  W.  H.  Macomb,  J.  M.  B.  Clitz, 
S.  C.  Throckmorton;  capt’s.  clerks,  C.  Francis,  jr.; 
purser’s  clerk,  B.  T.  Ferris;  boatswain,  R.  H. 
Oneal;  gunner,  E.  Whitten;  acting  carpenter,  John 
Cohill;  acting  sail  maker,  J.  T.  Tatem. 

List  of  the  officers  attached  to  the  U.  S.  frigate 
Constellation,  on  her  arrival  from  the  coast  of  Mexico. 

Commodore  A.  J.  Dallas,  captain  Jas.  McIntosh; 
lieutenants  Farragut,  Mitchell,  McKinstry,  Wurts; 
acting  lieut.  Spottswood;  fleet  surgeon,  Edwards; 
acting  master,  Decatur;  secretary,  Miller;  profes- 
sor, Coffin;  passed  midshipman,  Gardner;  ass’t.  sur- 
geons, Mously,  Greer;  midshipmen,  Murry,  Blan- 
ton, Barnet,  Gibbon,  Bryson,  Henson,  Guest, 
Briceland,  Judson,  Eagar,  Creighton;  masters  mate, 
Hoban;  clerk,  Palmer;  gunner,  City;  boatswain, 
Bryan;  sailmaker,  Burdine;  carpenter,  McRay. 

Change  since  her  arrival. 

Lt.  Mitchell,  to  naval  Hospital,  sick;  It.  Chandler 
from  Grampus;  lt.  McKinstrey,  leave  of  absence; 
lt.  Waldren,  of  marine  corps  from  Middle  Florida; 
passed  midshipmen,  Gardner  to  Grampus,  as  acting 
master. 

The  French  brig  of  war  Dunois  of  12  guns,  ar- 
rived here  on  Thursday  last,' from  Vera  Cruz,  and 
exchanged  salutes  with  the  flag  ship  of  the  squad- 
ron; after  which  the  brig  saluted  the  city  and  her 
salute  was  again  returned,  by  the  Constellation. 
We  undarstand  the  object  of  her  visit,  is  to  pro- 
cure water  and  other  supplies  for  the  blockading 
squadron  on  the  Mexican  coast. 

The  U.  S.  ships  Vincennes  and  Peacock  came 
dow'n  from  the  navy  yard  very  prettily  under  fore- 
topsails Friday  afternoon,  and  anchored  off  the 
naval  hospital.  These  fine  looking  ships,  w'ith  the 
more  stately  Macedonian,  made  quite  a show  from 
the  town.  [Norfolk  Beacon. 

A letter  from  com.  John  B.  Nicholson,  dated  on 
board  the  U.  S.  ship  Independence  at  Montevideo, 
on  the  19th  February,  states  that  the  officers  and 
crew  of  that  vessel,  and  also  of  the  United  States 
brig  Dolphin,  continued  to  enjoy  excellent  health. 

Promotions  in  the  navy.  Lieutenant  Stephen 
Champlin,  to  be  commander,  from  the  22d  June, 
1838. 

Passed  midshipman,  M.  G.  L.  Claiborne,  to  be 
lieutenant,  from  the  22d  of  June,  1838. 

A marine  general  court  martial  convened  at  the 
navy  yard,  Philadelphia,  on  Monday;  June  18, 
1838,  and  was  composed  of  captain  John  Harris, 
president. 

Captains  Thomas  A.  Linton,  James  McCauley; 
lieutenants  J.  G Williams,  A.  Edson,  G.  F.  Lind- 
say, and  L.  N.  Carter,  members. 

Zalegman  Phillips,  Esq.,  judge  advocate. 

Second  lieutenant  James  Broom  was  tried  on  sun- 
dry charges  and  specifications,  found  guilty,  and 
sentenced  to  be  cashiered.  Sentence  approved  July 
6,  1838.  [Army  and  Navy  Chronicle. 
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An  act,  to  increase  the  present  military  estab- 

inent  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  purpo- 
ses. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  represen- 
tatives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  congress 
assembled,  That  there  shall  be  added  to  each  of  the 
four  regiments  of  artillery,  one  company,  to  be  or- 
ganized in  the  same  manner  as  authorized  by  ex- 
isting laws,  with  the  exceptions  hereafter  men- 
tioned: that  there  be  added  to  every  company  of 
artillery  sixteen  privates,  and  to  every  company  of 
infantry  one  sergeant  and  thirty-eight  privates,  and 
that  the  number  of  second  lieutenants  of  a compa- 
ny of  artillery  to  be  reduced  to  one,  and  that  this 
reduction  be  so  made,  in  connection  with  the  ap- 
pointment of  officers  to  the  four  additional  compa- 
nies authorized  as  aforesaid,  and  the  tranfer  to  ;he 
ordnance  department  hereafter  directed,  that  all  the 
present  second  lieutenants  shall  be  retained  in  ser- 
vice; and  there  shall  be  raised  and  organized,  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  one  regiment  of  infantry,  to  be  composed 
of  the  same  number  and  rank  of  officers,  non-com- 
missioned officers,  musicians,  and  privates,  com- 
posing the  regiments  of  infantry  now  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  who  shall  receive  the 
same  pay  and  allowance,  and  be  subject  to  the  same 
rules  and  regulations  which  now  apply  to  other 
regiments  of  infantry,  as  provided  for  in  this  act. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
authorized  to  add  to  the  corps  of  engineers,  when- 
ever he  may  deem  it  expedient  to  increase  the  same, 
one  lieutenant  colonel,  two  majors,  six  captains,  six 
first  and  second  lieutenants;  and  that  the  pay  and 
emoluments  of  the  said  corps  shall  be  the  same  •* 


those  allowed  to  the  officers  of  the  regiments  of  dra- 
goons. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  so  much 
of  the  act  passed  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve,  entitled 
“An  act  making  further  provision  for  the  corps  of 
engineers,”  as  provides  that  one  paymaster  shall  be 
taken  from  the  subalterns  of  the  corps  of  engi- 
neers, be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed;  and 
that  the  paymaster  so  authorized  and  provided 
be  attached  to  the  pay  department,  and  be,  in  every 
respect,  placed  on  the  looting  of  other  paymasters 
of  the  army. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  the  corps 
of  topographical  engineers  shall  be  organized  and 
increased  by  regular  promotions  in  the  same,  so 
that  the  said  corps  shall  consist  of  one  colonel, 
one  lieutenant  colonel,  four  majors,  ten  captains, 
ten  first  lieutenants,  and  ten  second  lieutenants. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  vacancies 
created  by  said  organization,  over  and  above  those 
which  can  be  filled  by  the  present  corps,  shall  be 
taken  from  the  army,  and  from  such  as  it  may  be 
deemed  advisable  of  the  civil  engineers  employed 
under  the  act  of  the  thirtieth  of  April,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-four;  that  the  pay  and  emolu- 
ments to  the  officers  of  said  corps  shall  be  the  same 
as  are  allowed  to  officers  of  similar  rank  in  the 
regiments  of  dragoons. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  au- 
thority to  employ  civil  engineers,  in  the  act  of  the 
thirtieth  April,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-four, 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed,  after  the  pas- 
sage of  this  act. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
authorized  to  appoint  so  many  assistant  adjutants 
general,  not  exceeding  two,  with  the  brevet  rank, 
pay,  and  emoluments  of  a major,  and  not  exceeding 
four  with  the  brevet  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments  of 
a captain  of  cavalry,  as  he  may  deem  necessary; 
and  that  they  shall  be  taken  from  the  line  of  the 
army,  and,  in  addition  to  their  own,  shall  perform 
the  duties  of  assistant  inspectors  general,  when  the 
circumstances  of  the  service  may  require. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  the  offi- 
cers to  be  taken  from  the  line  and  transferred  to  the 
staff,  under  the  last  preceding  section,  shall  receive 
only  the  pay  and  emoluments  attached  to  their 
rank  in  the  staff;  but  their  transfer  shall  be  without 
prejudice  to  their, rank  and  promotion  in  the  line, 
according  to  their  said  rank  and  seniority;  which 
promotion  shall  take  place  according  to  usage,  in 
the  same  manner  as  if  they  had  not  been  thus  trans- 
ferred. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted , That  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  au- 
thorized, by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
senate,  to  add  to  the  quartermaster’s  department 
not  exceeding  two  assistant  quartermasters  general, 
with  the  rank  of  colonel,  two  deputy  quartermas- 
ters general,  with  the  rank  of  lieutenant  colonel, 
and  eight  assistant  quartermasters,  with  the  rank  of 
captain;  that  the  assistant  quartermasters  now  in 
service  shall  have  the  same  rank  as  is  provided  by 
this  act  for  those  hereby  authorized;  and  that  the 
pay  and  emoluments  of  the  officers  of  the  quarter- 
termaster’s  department  shall  be  the  same  as  are  al- 
lowed to  officers  of  similar  rank  in  the  regiments  of 
dragoons:  Provided,  That  all  appointments  in  the 
quartermaster’s  department  shall  be  made  from  the 
army;  and  when  officers  taken  for  such  appoint- 
ments hold  rank  in  the  line,  they  shall  thereupon 
relinquish  said  rank,  and  be  sepaiated  from  the  line 
of  the  army;  and  that  promotion  in  said  department 
shall  take  place  as  in  regiments  and  corps. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted-.  That  the  quar- 
termaster general  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized, 
from  time  to  time,  to  employ  as  many  forage-mas- 
ters and  wagon-masters  as  he  may  deem  necessary 
for  the  service,  not  exceeding  twenty  in  the  whole, 
who  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  each  forty  dollars 
per  month,  and  three  rations  per  day,  and  forage 
for  one  horse;  and  neither  of  whom  shall  be  inter- 
ested or  concerned,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  any 
wagon  or  other  means  of  transport  employed  by  the 
United  States,  nor  in  the  purchase  or  sale  of  any 
property  procured  for  or  belonging  to  the  United 
States,  except  as  an  agent  for  the  United  States. 

Sec.  11.  And.be  it  farther  enacted.  That  there  be 
added  to  the  commissariat  of  subsistence,  one  as- 
sistant commissary  general  of  subsistence,  with 
the  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments  of  a lieutenant 
colonel  of  cavalry;  one  commissary  of  subsistence, 
with  the  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments  of  a quarter- 
master of  the  army;  arid  three  commissaries  of  sub- 
sistence, with  the  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments  of 
assistant  quartermasters. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  stew- 
ards of  hospitals  at  posts  of  more  than  four  com- 
panies be  hereafter  allowed  the  pay,  alothing,  and 
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rations  of  a sergeant  of  ordnance,  and,  at  all  other 
posts,  the  pay,  clothing,  and  rations  of  the  first 
sergeant  of  a company  of  infantry. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted , Tlat  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  au- 
thorized to  add  to  the  ordnance  department,  when- 
ever he  may  deem  it  expedient  to  increase  the  same, 
by  and  with  the  advice  of  the  senate,  two  majors, 
and  that  he  be  further  authorized  to  transfer  ten 
first  lieutenants  and  ten  second  lieutenants  from 
the  artillery  to  the  ordnance  depar  merit;  and  that 
the  pay  and  emoluments  of  the  officers  of  the  said 
department  shall  be  the  same  as  those  allowed  io 
the  officers  of  the  regiments  of  dragoons. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted , That  so  much 
of  the  fourth  section  of  the  act  passed  fifth  of  April, 
eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-two,  for  the  organi- 
zation of  the  ordnance  department,  as  authorizes 
the  officers  of  ordnance  to*  receive  the  same  pay 
and  emoluments  now  allowed  artillery  officers,  shall 
be  construed  to  include  the  ten  dollars  per  month 
additional  pay  to  every  officer  in  the  actual  com- 
mand of  a company,  as  compensation  for  he  du- 
ties and  responsibilities  with  respect  to  clothing,  j 
arms,  and  accoutrements  of  the  company,  unrl  r 
the  authority  of  the  second  section  of  the  act  pass-  | 
ed  second  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty- ' 
seven,  giving  further  compensation  to  the  captains  j 
and  subalterns  of  the  army  of  the  I nited  States  in  j 
certain  cases:  Provided,  That  the  officers  of  the  j 
ordnance  department  claiming  the  compensation  for : 
such  duties  and  responsibilities  shall  have  been  r.c- 1 
tually  in  the  command  of  enlisted  men  of  the  ord-  | 
nance,  equal  to  a company  ol  artillery,  and  thereby 
incurred  the  aforesaid  responsibilities. 

Sec.  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted , That  every  j 
commissioned  officer  of  the  line  or  sta,,",  exclusive  ! 
of  general  officers,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  one  1 
additional  ration  per  diem  for  every  five  years  that 
he  may  have  served,  or  shall  serve,  in  the  army  o! 
the  United  States:  Provided.  That,  in  certain  cases 
where  officer-  are  entitled  to  ami  receive  double 
rations,  the  additional  one  allowed  in  this  section 
shall  not  b included  in  the  number  to  be  doubled. 

Sec.  16.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  from  and 
after  the  passage  of  this  act,  all  enlistments  in  the 
army  ol  the  United  States  shall  be  for  five  years, 
and  that  the  monthly  pay  of  non  commissioned  j 
officers  and  soldiers  shall  be  as  follows:  to  each 
sergeant  major,  quartermaster  sergeant,  and  chief! 
musician,  seventeen  dollars;  to  each  first  sergeant 
of  a company,  sixteen  dollars;  to  all  other  ser- 
geants, thirteen  dollars,  to.  each  artificer,  eleven 
dollars;  to  each  corporal  nine  dollars;  and  to  each 
musician  and  private  soldier,  eight  dollars:  Provided. 
that  two  dollars  per  month  of  said  pay  be  retained 
until  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  service. 

Sec.  17.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  al- 
lowance of  sugar  and  coffee  to  the  non-emmissioned 
officers,  musicians,  and  privates,  in  lieu  of  the  spirit 
or  whiskey  component  part  of  the  army  ration, 
now  directed  by  regulation,  shall  be  fixed  at  six 
pounds  of  coffee  and  twelve  pounds  of  sugar  to 
every  one  hundred  rations;  to  be  issued  weekly 
wdien  it  can  be  done  with  convenience  to  the  pub- 
lic service,  and,  when  not  so  issued,  to  be  paid  lor 
in  money. 

Sec.  18.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  officers  composing  the  council  of 
administration  at  any  post,  from  time  to  time,  to 
employ  such  person  a«  they  may  think  proper  to 
officiate  as  chaplain,  who  shall  also  perform  the  du- 
ties of  schoolmaster  at  such  post;  and  the  pprson  so 
employed  shall,  on  the  certificate  of  the  command- 
ing officer  of  the  post,  be  paid  such  sum  for  his 
services,  not  exceeding  forty  dollars  per  month,  as 
may  be  determined  by  the  said  council  of  adminis- 
tration, with  the  approval  of  the  secretary  of  war; 
and,  in  addition  to  his  pay.  the  said  chaplain  shall 
be  allowed  four  rations  per  diem,  with  q lartersand 
fuel. 

Sec.  19.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  an  ad- 
ditional professor  be  appointed  to  instruct  in  the 
studies  of  chemistry,  mineralogy,  and  geology, 
with  the  pay  and  emoluments  now  allowed  to  the 
professor  of  mathematics;  and  that  the  secretary  of 
war  mav  assign  tothe  said  professor  an  assistant,  to 
be  taken  from  the  officers  of  the  line  or  cadets; 
which  assistant  professor  will  receive  the  pay  and 
emoluments  allowed  to  other  assistant  professors. 

Sec.  20.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  when- 
ever suitable  non-commissioned  officers  or  privates 
cannot  be  procured  from  the  line  ot  the  army  to 
serve  as  paymasters’  clerks,  paymasters  be.  and 
hereby  are.  authorized  and  empowered,  by  and  with 
the  approbation  of  the  secretary  of  war,  to  employ 
citizens  to  perform  that  duty,  at  salaries  not  to  ex- 
ceed five  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  each. 

Sec.  21.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  let- 
ters and  packages  on  public  business,  to  and  from 
the  commanding  general,  the  colonel  of  ordnance, 


the  surgeon  general,  and  the  head  of  the  topogra-  j 
phicai  corps,  shall  be  free  from  postage. 

Sec.  22.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  presi- 
dent shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized,  when- 
ever he  may  deem  the  same  expedient,  to  cause 
not  exceeding  two  of  the  regiments  of  infantry  to  i 
be  armed  and  equipped,  and  to  serve  as  a regiment 
of  riflemen,  and  one  other  of  the  regiments  of  in- 
fantry to  be  armed  and  equipped,  and  to  serve  as 
a regiment  of  light  infantry. 

Sec.  23.  And  be  it  fur  ther  enacted,  That  all  acts 
and  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  with  the  provisions 
of  this  act  shall  be,  arid  the  same  are  hereby,  re- 
pealed. 

Sec.  24.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  hereafttr 
the  officers  of  the  pay  and  medical  departments  of 
the  ariry  shall  reeme  the  pay  and  emoluments  of 
officers  ol  cavalry,  of  the  same  grades  respectively, 
according  to  which  they  are  now  paid  by  existing 
laws. 

Sec.  25.  And  be  it  further' enacted.  That,  when 
volunteers  or  militia  are  called  into  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  so  that  the  paymasters  author- 
iz'd by  law  shall  not  be  deemed  sufficient  to  enable 
them  to  pay  the  troops  with  proper  punctuality,  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  thejiresideht  to  appoint  as  many 
additional  paymasters  as  he  shall  deem  necessary, 
who  shall  perform  the  same  duty,  give  the  same 
bond,  be  subject  to  the  same  liability,  and  receive 
ihe  same  pay  and  emoluments,  as  are  now  provided 
for  paymasters  of  the  army:  Provided,  however. 
That  the  number  so  appointed  shall  not  exceed  one 
for  every  two  regiments  of  militia  or  volunteers: 
And  provided,  also,  That  the  persons  so  appointed 
shall  continue  in  service  only  so  long  as  tin  ir  ser- 
vices are  required  to  pay  militia  and  volunteers. 

S-c.  26.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  tile  com- 
pensation hereafter  to  be  allowed  to  such  ordnance 
storekeepers  as  shall  he  designated  as  paymasters, 
shall  not  exceed  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  a cap- 
tain of  ordnance. 

Sec.  27.  And  be  H farther  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  Ihe  engineer  superintending  the  con- 
struction of  a fortification,  orengaged  about  the  ex- 
ecution of  any  other  public  work,  to  disburse  the 
moneys  applicable  to  the  same;  and,  as  a compen- 
sation therefor,  may  be  allowed  by  the  secretary  of 
war  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  per  diem,  during  t lie 
continuance  of  such  disbursements:  Provided,  That 
the  whole  amount  of  emolument  shall  not  exceed 
one  per  cent,  on  the  sum  disbursed. 

Sec.  28.  And  te  it  further  enacted.  That  the  term 
lor  which  cadets  her.  alter  admitted  into  the  mili- 
tary academy  at  West  Point  shall  engage  to  serve, 
bo,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  increased  to  eight 
years,  unless  sooner  cltscliarged. 

Sec.  29.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  in  lieu 
of  the  bounty  now  provided  by  the  law'  for  re- 
enlistineiit,  every  able-bodied  non-commissioned 
officer,  musician,  or  private  soldier,  who  may  re- 
eidisl  into  hi.s  company  or  regiment  within  two 
mouths  before,  or  one  month  after  the  expiration  of 
his  term  of  service,  shall  receive  three  months’  ex- 
tra pay;  and  also,  any  non-coinmissioned  officer  or 
soldier  who  shall  have  served  ten  consecutive  years 
and  shall  obtain  from  the  commanding  officer  of  his 
company  battalion,  or  regiment,  a certificate  that  he 
had  faithfully  performed  his  duty  whilst  in  service, 
shall  be  allowed  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
land,  to  be  designated,  surveyed,  and  laid  olf  at  the 
public  expense,  in  such  manner  and  upon  such  con- 
ditions as  may  be  provided  by  law;  which  land  shall 
be  patented  to  the  soldier  or  his  heirs,  and  be  not 
assignable  until  patented. 

Sec.  30.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  so  much 
of  the  eleventh  section  ofihe  act  of  the  sixteenth 
March,  eighteen  hundred  and  two,  and  so  much  of 
the  fifth  section  of  ihe  act  of  the  twelfth  of  April, 
eighteen  hundred  and  eight,  as  fix  the  height  of  en- 
listed men  at  five  feet  six  inches,  be,  and  the  same 
are  hereby,  repealed. 

Sec.  3i.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  offi- 
cers of  the  army  shall  not  be  separated  from  their 
regiments  and  corps  for  employment  on  civil  works 
of'  internal  improvement,  or  be  allowed  to  engage 
i i the  service  of  incorporated  companies:  and  no 
officer  of  the  line  of  the  army  shall  hereafter  be 
employed  as  acting  paymaster  or  disbursing  agent  j 
for  the  Indian  department,  if  such  extra  employ- 
ment require  that  he  be  separated  from  his  regi- 
ment or  company,  or  otherwise  interfere  with  the 
performance  of  the  military  duties  proppr:  P)-ovided, 
That  where  officers  of  the  army  are  now  employ- 
ed on  civil  works  or  in  the  Indian  and  pay  depart- 
ments as  contemplated  in  this  section,  they  may  be 
continued  therein  riot  exceeding  one  year,  unless 
the  convenience  of  the  service  will  admit  of  their 
withdrawal  sooner. 

Sec.  32.  Amt  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  sti- 
peiinfendents  of  Ihe  armories  at  Springfield  and 
Harper’s  Ferry  shall  hereafter  receive  each  the  sum 


j of  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  and  rations,  fuel,  and 
quarters,  as  at  present  authorized;  and  that  the 
master  armorers  of  the  same  shall  each  receive  the 
sum  of  twelve  hundred  dollars,  and  fuel  and  quar- 
ters as  at  present  au'horized;  and  that  the  aforesaid 
| sums  and  allowances  to  the  officers  aforesaid  shall 
be  in  full  compensation  for  their  services  respec- 
tively. 

Sec.  33.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
president  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate,  to  ap- 
point seven  additional  surgeons;  and  that  the  offi- 
cers whose  appointment  is  authorized  in  this  sec- 
tion, shall  receive  the  pay  and  allowances  of  officers 
of  the  same  grades  respectively. 


ARMY  GENERAL  ORDER. 
general  orders,  5 War  Department, 

No.  23.  > Adjutant  General’s  Office, 

) Washington,  July  12,  1838. 

I.  Promotions  and  appointments  in  the  army, 
made  by  the  president;  and  by  and  with  the  adiice 
and  consent  of  the  senate,  in  conformity  with  the 
existing  laws,  and  the  provisions  of  the  act  to  in- 
crease the  peace  establishment  of  the  United  States, 
approved  July  5,  1838. 

GENERAL  STAFF — ADJUTANT  GENERAL’S  DE- 
PARTMENT. 

Assistant  adjutants  general. 

Captain  S.  Cooper,  ol  the  4th  artillery,  with  the 
brevet  rank  of  major  of  cavalry,  7 July.  1838. 

Captain  L.  Thomas,  of  the  4th  infantry,  w ith  the 
breVet  rank  of  major  of  cavalry,  7 July,  1838. 

First  lieutenant  R.  Anderson,  of  the  3d  artillery, 
with  the  brevet  rank  of  captain  of  cavalry,  7 July, 
183S. 

First  lieutenant  E.  D.  Keyes,  of  the  3d  artillery, 
with  the  brevet  rank  of  captain  of  cavalry,  7 July, 
1838. 

First  lieutenant  Edmund  Schriver,  of  the  2d  ar- 
tillery, with  the  brevet  rank  of  captain  of  cavalry, 
7 July,  1838. 

First  lieutenant  G.  H.  Griffin,  of  the  6th  infan- 
try, with  the  brevet  rank  of  captain  of  cavalry,  7 
July,  1838. 

QUARTERMASTER  GENERAL’S  DEPARTMENT. 

Major  Henry  Stanton,  quartermaster,  lieutenant 
colonel  by  brevet,  to  bj  assistant  quartern  aster  gen- 
eral. with  the  rank  of  colonel,  7 July,  1838. 

Major  Trueman  Cross,  quartermaster,  to  be  as- 
sistant quartermaster  geneial,  with  the  rank  of  co- 
lonel, 7 July,  1838. 

Major  Joshua  B.  Brant,  quartermaster,  to  be  de- 
puty assistant  quartermaster  general,  with  the  rank 
ol  lieutenant  colonel,  7 July.  1838. 

Major  Henry  Whiting,  quartermaster,  to  be  de- 
puty assistant  quartermaster  general,  with  the  rank 
of  lieutenant  colonel,  7 July,  1838. 

Quartermasters,  with  the  rank  of  major. 

Brevet  major  Thomas  F.  Hunt,  of  the  5th  infan- 
try, 7 July,  1838. 

Brevet  major  Isaac  Clark,  of  the  6th  infantry,  7 
July,  1838. 

Brevet  major  iFneas  Mackay,  of  the  3d  artillery, 
7 July,  1838. 

Captain  Charles  Thomas,  of  the  7th  infantry,  7 
July,  1838. 

Assistant  quartermasters , with  the  rank  of  captain. 

Captain  Samuel  McRee,  of  the  1st  infantry,  7 
July,  1838. 

Captain  D.  D.  Tompkins,  of  the  1st  artillery,  7 
July.  1838. 

Captain  Carlos  A.  Waite,  of  the  2d  infantry,  7 
July,  1838. 

Captain  Thomas  Swords,  of  the  1st  dragoons,  7 
July,  1838. 

Captain  George  H.  Crosman,  of  the  6th  infan- 
try, 7 July.  1838. 

Captain  David  H.  Vinton,  of  the  3d  artillery,  7 
July,  1838. 

Captain  John  L ’Engle,  of  the  3d  artillery,  7 Ju- 
ly, 1838. 

Captain  E.  B.  Alexander,  of  the  3d  infantry,  7 
July,  1838. 

Captain  O.  Cross,  of  the  1st  infantry,  7 July, 
1838. 

Captain  J.  A.  Chambers,  of  the  2d  artillery,  7 
July,  1838. 

Captain  M.  M.  Clark,  of  the  2d  artillery,  7 July, 
1838. 

Captain  J.  P.  Davis,  of  the  7th  infantry,  7 July, 
1838. 

First  lieutenant  F.  Searle,  of  the  4th  artillery,  7 
July.  1838. 

First  lieutenant  S.  P.  Hcdnlzelman,  of  the  2d  in- 
fantry, 7 July,  1838. 

First  lieutenant  J.  It.  Irwin,  of  the  1st  artillery, 
7 July,  1838. 

First  lieutenant  E.  S.  Sibley,  of  the  1st  artillery, 
7 July,  1838. 
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First  lieutenant  E.  B.  Babbitt,  of  the  3d  infantry, 

7 July,  1333. 

First  lieutenant  B.  A.  Terrett,  of  the  1st  dra- 
goons, 7 July,  1338. 

First  lieutenant  R.  E.  Clary,  of  the  5th  infantry, 
7 July,  1338. 

First  lieutenant  C.  O.  Collins,  of  the  4th  artille- 
ry, 7 July,  1838. 

First  lieutenant  A.  R.  Hetzel,  of  the  2d  infantry, 
7 July,  1338. 

First  lieutenant  R.  H.  Peyton,  of  the  2d  artillery, 
7 July,  IS33. 

First  lieutenant  R.  S.  Dix,  of  the  7th  infantry, 
7 July,  1833. 

First  lieutenant  B.  Alvord,  of  the  4th  infantry, 
7 July,  1338. 

First  Ii  utenant  J.  W.  McCrabb,  of  the  4th  in- 
fantry, 7 July,  1338. 

First  lieutenant  E.  A.  Ogden,  or  the  8th  inlantry, 
7 July,  1338. 

First  lieutenant  J.  M.  Hill,  of  the  8th  infantry, 
7 July,  1333. 

SUBSISTENCE  DEPARTMENT. 

Major  J.  H.  Hook,  commissary  of  subsistence, 
to  be  assistant  commissary  general  of  subsistence, 
with  the  rank  ot  lieutenant  colonel  of  cavalry,  7 
July,  1338. 

Captain  J.  P.  Taylor,  of  the  2d  artillery,  com- 
missary of  subsistence,  to  be  commissary  ot  sub- 
sistence, with  the  rank  of  quartermaster,  7 July, 
1338,  vice  Hook,  appointed  assistant  commissary 
geniral  of  subsistence. 

Captain  T.  VV.  Lendrurn,  of  the  3d  artillery,  to 
be  commissary  of  subsistence,  with  the  rank  of 
quartermaster,  7 July,  1838. 

Commissaries  of  subsistence,  with  the  rank  of  assis- 
tant quartermaster. 

Captain  R.  B.  Lee,  of  the  3d  artillery,  major  by 
brevet,  7 July,  1838,  vice  Taylor,  promoted. 

First  lieutenant  J.  B.  Giayson,  of  the  2d  artille- 
ry, 7 July,  1838. 

MEDICAL  DEPARTMENT. 

Assistant  surgeon  Benjamin  King,  to  be  surgeon, 
to  rank  from  13th  July,  1832. 

Assistant  surgeon  Charles  S.  Triplet',  to  be  sur- 
geon, 7 July,  1838. 

Assistant  surgeon  Philip  Maxwell,  to  be  surgeon, 
7 July,  1833. 

Assistant  surgeon  Henry  L.  Heiskell,  to  be  sur- 
geon, 7 July,  1833. 

Assistant  surgeon  Charies  McDougall,  to  be  sur- 
geon, 7 July,  183S. 

Assistant  surgeon  Burton  Randall,  lobe  surgeon, 
7 July,  1338. 

Assistant  surgeon  Nathan  S.  Jarvis,  to  be  sur- 
geon, 7 J uly,  1838. 

CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS. 

Major  Sylvanus  Thayer,  lieutenant  colonel  by 
brevet,  to  be  lieutenant  colonel,  7 July,  1838. 

Captain  John  L.  Smith,  major  by  brevet,  to  be 
major  7 July,  1838,  vice  Thayer  appointed  lieute- 
nant colonel. 

Captain  VV.  H.  Chase,  to  be  major,  7 July,  1838. 

Captain  Richard  Delafield,  to  be  major,  7 July, 
1838. 

First  lieutenant  George  Dutton,  to  be  captain,  7 
Julv,  1838,  vice  Smith  promoted. 

First  lieutenant  Joseph  K.  F.  Mansfield,  to  be 
captain,  7 July,  1338,  vice  Chase  promoted. 

First  lieutenant  Alexander  H.  Bowman,  to  be 
captain,  7 July,  1838,  vice  Delafield  promoted. 

First  lieutenant  Robert  E.  Lee,  to  be  captain,  7 
July,  1338. 

Firsi  lieutenant  Alexander  J.  Swift,  to  be  cap- 
tain, 7 July,  1833. 

Second  lieutenant  Frederick  A.  Smith,  to  be 
captain,  7 July,  1838. 

Second  lieutenant  Jonathan  G.  Barnard,  to  be 
captain,  7 July,  1833. 

Second  lieutenant  George  W.  Cullum,  to  be  cap- 
tain, 7 July,  183S. 

Second  lieutenant  William  Smith,  to  be  captain, 
7 July,  1338. 

Second  lieutenant  John  Sanders,  to  be  1st  lieute- 
nant, 7 July,  1838,  vice  Leslie  transferred  to  the 
pay  department. 

Second  lieutenant  Charles  H.  Bigelow,  to  be  first 
lieutenant,  7 July,  1838,  vice  Dutton  promoted. 

Brevet  second  lieutenant  George  L.  Welcker,  to 
be  first  lieutenant,  7 July,  1838,  vice  Mansfield 
promoted. 

Brevet  second  lieutenant  James  L.  Mason,  to  be 
first  lieutenant,  7 July,  1838,  vice  Bowman  pro- 
moted. 

Br.-vet  second  lieutenant  Henry  W.  Benham,  to 
be  first  lieutenant,  7 July,  1838,  vice  Lee  promoted. 

Brevet  second  lieutenant  Danville  Leadbetter,  to 
be  first  lieutenant,  7 July,  1833,  vice  Swift  pro- 
moted. 

Brevet  second  lieutenant  Montgomery  C.  Meigs, 
to  be  first  lieutenant,  7 July,  1838. 


Brevet  second  lieutenant  Daniel  P.  Woodbury, 
to  be  first  lieutenant,  7 July,  1838. 

Second  lieutenant  W.  H.  Wright,  of  the  first  artil- 
lery, to  be  second  lieutenant,  7 July,  1838. 

Second  lieutenant  P.  G.  T.  Beauregard,  of  the 
first  artillery,  to  be  second  lieutenant,  7 July,  1838. 

Second  lieutenant  James  H.  T rapier,  ol  the  first 
artillery,  to  be  second  lieutenant,  7 July,  1838. 

Second  lieutenant  Stephen  H.  Campbell,  ol  the 
second  artillery,  to  be  second  lieutenant,  7 July, 
1838. 

Second  lieutenant  Jeremiah  M.  Scarritf,  of  the 
sixth  infantry,  to  be  second  lieutenant,  7 July,  1838. 

CORPS  OF  TOPOGRAPHICAL  ENGINEERS. 

Brevet  major  John  J.  Abert,  topographical  engi- 
neer, lieutenant  colonel  by  brevet,  to  be  colonel,  7 
July,  1838. 

Brevet  major  James  Kearney,  topographical  en- 
gineer, lieutenant  colonel  by  brevet,  to  be  lieute- 
nant colonel,  7 July,  1338. 

Brevet  major  Stephen  H.  Long,  topographical 
engineer,  lieutenant  colonel  by  brevet, to  be  major, 
to  rank  from  29th  April,  1816. 

Brevet  major  Hartman  Bache,  topographical  en- 
gineer, to  be  major,  to  rank  from  1st  August,  1832. 

Brevet  major  James  D.  Graham,  topographical 
engineer,  to  be  major,  to  rank  from  14th  Septem- 
ber, 1834. 

Brevet  major  William  Turnbull,  topographical 
engineer,  to  be  major,  to  rank  from  23d  November, 
1837. 

Brevet  captain  Wm.  H.  Swift,  assistant  topogra- 
phical engineer,  to  be  captain,  to  rank  from  1st 
August,  1832. 

Brevet  captain  Wm.  G.  Williams,  assistant  topo- 
graphical engineer,  to  be  captain,  to  rank  from  28th 
January,  1834. 

Brevet  captain  Augustus  Canfield,  assistanttopo- 
graphical  engineer,  to  be  captain,  to  rank  from  14th 
September,  1834. 

Brevet  captain  Campbell  Graham,  assistant  topo- 
graphical engineer,  to  be  captain,  to  rank  from  23d 
November,  1837. 

First  lieutenant  John  Mackay,of  the  2d  artillery, 
to  be  captain  7 Julv,  1838. 

W.  B.  Guion,  of  Mississippi,  to  be  captain  9 Ju- 
ly, 1838. 

G.  W.  Hughes,  of  New  York,  to  be  captain  9 
July,  1838. 

First  lieutenant  Thomas  B.  Linnard,  of  the  2d 
artillery,  to  be  1st  lieutenant  7 July,  1838. 

First  lieutenant  John  N.  Macomb,  of  the  4th  ar- 
tillery, to  be  first  lieutenant  7 July,  1838. 

First  lieutenant  Wm.  W.  S.  Bliss,  of  the  4th  in- 
fantry, to  be  first  lieutenant  7 July,  1838. 

First  lieutenant  J.  Edmund  Blake,  of  the  6th  in- 
fantry, to  be  first  lieutenant  7 July,  1838. 

First  lieutenant  Augustus  P.  Allen,  of  the  3d  ar- 
tillery. to  be  first  lieutenant  7 July,  1838. 

H.  Stansbury,  of  New  York,  to  be  1st  lieutenant 
9 July,  1838. 

J.  E.  Johnston,  late  of  the  army,  to  be  first  lieu- 
tenant, 9 July,  1838. 

Second  lieutenant  William  H.  Warner,  of  the  1st 
artillery,  to  be  second  lieutenant  7 July,  1838. 

Second  lieutenant  Israel  C.  Woodruff,  of  the  3d 
artillery,  to  be  second  lieutenant  7 July,  1838. 

Second  lieutenant  John  W.  Gunnison,  of  the  2d 
artillery,  to  be  second  lieutenant  7 July,  1838. 

Second  lieutenant  Eliakim  P.  Scamrnon,  of  the 
4th  artillery,  to  be  second  lieutenant  7 July,  1838. 

Second  lieutenant  Robert  McLane,  of  the  1st  ar- 
tillery, to  be  second  lieutenant  7 July,  1838. 

C.  N.  Hagner,  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  be 
second  lieutenant  9 July,  1838. 

W.  R.  Palmer,  of  New  Jersey,  to  be  second  lieu- 
tenant 9 July,  1838. 

C.  Frimont,  of  South  Carolina,  to  be  second  lieu- 
tenant 9 July,  1838. 

J.  D.  Webster,  of  Massachusetts,  to  be  second 
lieutenant  9 July,  1838. 

ORDNANCE  DEPARTMENT. 

Brevet  major  Rufus  L.  Baker,  captain,  to  be  ma- 
jor, 7 July,  1838,  vice  Worth,  appointed  colonel  of 
infantry. 

Brevet  major  Mann  Page  Lomax,  captain  of  the 
3d  artillery,  to  be  major,  9 July,  1838. 

Captain  J.  W.  Ripley,  to  be  major,  9 July,  1838. 

First  lieutenant  W.  Maynadier,  of  the  1st  artil- 
lery, to  be  captain,  9 July,  1838. 

First  lieutenant  W.  A.  Thornton,  of  the  4th  ar- 
tillery, to  be  captain  9 July,  1838. 

To  be  first  lieutenants. 

First  lieutenant  J.  Williamson,  of  the  1st  artille- 
ry, 30th  September,  1833 

First  lieutenant  R.  H.  K.  Whiteley,  of  the  2d  ar- 
tillery, 28th  December,  1835. 

First  lieutenant  R.  E.  Temple,  of  the  3d  artillery, 
22d  June,  1836. 

First  lieutenant  G.  H.  Talcott,  of  the  3d  artille- 
ry, 15th  September,  1836. 


First  lieutenant  J.  F.  Lee,  of  the  1st  artiUeiy, 
17th  December,  1836. 

First  lieutenant  J.  M.  Morgan,  of  the  2d  artille- 
ry, 31st  May,  1837. 

To  be  second  lieutenants.. 

Second  lieutenant  P.  V.  Hagner,  of  the  1st  artil- 
lery, 6 August,  1836. 

Second  lieutenant  R.  A.  Wainwright,  of  the  4th 
artillery,  22  October,  1836. 

Second  lieutenant  A.  B.  Dyer,  of  the  3d  artille- 
ly,  1 July,  1837. 

Second  lieutenant  A.  H.  Dearborn,  of  the  2d  ar- 
tillery, 1 July,  1S38. 

Second  lieutenant  J.  T.  Metcalf,  of  the  3d  artil- 
lery, 1 July,  1838. 

FIRST  REGIMENT  OF  ARTILLERY. 

Captain  Francis  S.  Belton,  of  the  2d  artillery,  to 
be  major,  7 July,  1838,  vice  Pierce,  appointed  lieu- 
tenant colonel  of  infantry. 

First  lieutenant  Francis  Taylor,  to  be  captain,  7 
July,  1838,  (company  K.) 

Second  lieutenant  Martin  J.  Burke,  to  be  first 
lieutenant,  7 July,  1838,  (company  K.) 

Second  lieutenant  John  S.  Hatheway,  to  be  first 
lieutenant,  7 July,  1838,  (company  K.) 

Second  lieutenant  William  E.  Aisquith,  to  be  first 
lieutenant,  7 July,  1838,  vice  Taylor,  promoted. 

Second  lieutenant  James  L. Donaldson,  to  be  first 
lieutenant,  9 July,  183S,  vice  Maynadier,  appoint- 
ed caplain  of  ordnance. 

Second  lieutenant  William  W.  Mackall,  to  be 
first  lieutenant,  9 J uly,  1838,  vice  Williamson,  trans- 
ferred to  the  ordnance. 

Second  lieutenant  I.  Vogdes,  to  be  first  lieute- 
nant, 9 J uly,  1838,  vice  Lee,  transferred  to  the  ord- 
nance. 

Second  lieutenant  H.  C.  Wayne,  of  the  4th  artil- 
lery, to  be  second  lieutenant,  1 July,  1838. 

Brevet  second  lieutenant  Irwin  McDowell,  to  be 
second  lieutenant,  7 July,  1838. 

SECOND  REGIMENT  OF  ARTILLERY. 

First  lieutenant  James  A.  Chambers,  to  be  cap- 
tain, 7 July,  1838,  vice  Belton  promoted. 

First  lieutenant  Charles  F.  Smith,  to  be  captain, 
7 July,  1838,  (company  K.) 

First  lieutenant  M.  M.  Clark,  to  be  captain,  7 
July,  1838,  vice  Taylor,  appointed  commissary  of 
subsistence. 

Second  lieutenant  John  F.  Roland,  to  be  first  lieu- 
tenant, 7 July,  1838,  (company  K.) 

Second  lieutenant  M.  L.  Shackleford,  to  be  first 
lieutenant,  7 July,  1838,  (company  K.) 

Second  lieutenant  Robert  Allen,  to  be  1st  lieute- 
nant, 7 July,  1838,  vice  Chambers,  promoted. 

Second  lieutenant  Charles  B.  Daniels,  to  be  first 
lieutenant,  7 July,  1838,  vice  Smith,  promoted. 

Second  lieutenant  Edwin  W.  Morgan,  to  be  first 
lieutenant,  7 July,  1838,  vice  Clark,  promoted. 

Second  lieutenant  William  W.  Chapman,  to  be 
fiist  iieutenant,  7 July,  1838,  vice  Mackay,  appoint- 
ed captain  topographical  engineers. 

Second  lieutenant  Lewis  G.  Arnold,  to  be  first 
lieutenant,  7 July,  1838,  vice  Linnard,  appointed 
first  lieutenant  topographical  engineers. 

Second  lieutenant  Francis  Woodbridge,  to  be 
first  lieutenant,  9 July,  1838,  vice  Whitely,  trans- 
ferred to  the  ordnance. 

Second  lieutenant  Edward  D.  Townsend,  to  be 
first  lieutenant,  9 July,  1838,  vice  J.  M.  Morgan, 
transferred  to  the  ordnance. 

Brevet  second  lieutenant  W.  F.  Barry,  of  the  4th 
artillery,  to  be  second  lieutenant,  7 July,  1838. 

Brevet  second  lieutenant  William  A.  Nichols,  to 
be  second  lieutenant,  7 July,  1838. 

Brevet  second  lieutenant  Leslie  Chase,  to  be  se- 
cond lieutenant,  7 July,  1838. 

THIRD  REGIMENT  OF  ARTILLERY. 

First  lieutenant  William  B.  Davidson,  to  be  cap- 
tain, 7 July,  1838,  (company  K.) 

First  lieutenant  David  H.  Vinton,  to  be  captain, 
7 July,  1838,  vice  Mackay,  appointed  quartermas- 
ter. 

First  lieutenant  John  L’Engle,  to  be  captain,  7 
July,  1S38,  vice  Lendrurn,  appointed  commissary 
of  subsistence. 

First  lieutenant  Hezekiab  Garner,  to  be  captain, 
9 July,  1838,  vice  Lomax  appointed  major  of  ord. 
nance. 

Second  lieutenant  Christopher  Q.  Tompkins,  to 
be  first  lieutenant.  7 July,  1838,  (company  K.)’ 

Second  lieutenant  William  Frazer,  to  be’first  lieu- 
tenant, 7 July,  1838,  (company  K.) 

Second  lieutenant  William  i\4ock,  to  be  first  lieu- 
tenant, 7 July,  1838,  vice  Davidson,  promoted. 

Second  lieutenant  B.  Bragg,  to  be  first  lieutenant, 
7 July,  1838,  vice  Vinton,  promoted. 

Second  lieutenant  Robert  T.  Jones,  to  be  first 
lieutenant,  7 July,  1838,  vice  L’Engle,  promoted! 

Second  lieutenant  Jubal  A.  Early,  to  be  first  lieu- 
tenant, 7 July,  1838,  vice  Allen,  appointed  first 
lieutenant  topographical  engineers. 
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Second  lieutenant  George  Taylor,  to  be  first  lieu- 
tenant, 9 July,  1S38,  vice  Garner,  promoted. 

Second  lieutenant  George  C.  Rodney,  to  be  first 
lieutenant,  9 July,  1838,  vice  Temple,  transferred 
to  the  ordnance. 

Second  lieutenant  Edward  J.  Steptoe,  to  be  first 
lieutenant,  9 July,  1838,  vice  Talcott,  translerred  to 
the  ordnance. 

Brevet  second  lieutenant  Milton  A Haynes,  to 
be  second  lieutenant,  7 July,  1838. 

Brevet  second  lieutenant  Rowley  S.  Jennings,  to 
be  second  lieutenant,  7 July,  1838. 

Second  lieutenant  W.  A.  Brown,  of  the  second 
dragoons,  to  be  second  lieutenant,  1 July,  1838. 

FOURTH  REGIMENT  OF  ARTILLERY. 

First  lieutenant  Samuel  B.  Dusenbery,  to  be  cap- 
tain, 7 July,  1838,  (company  K.) 

Second  lieutenant  William  G.  Freeman,  to  be 
first  lieutenant,  7 July,  1838,  (company  K.) 

Second  lieutenant  Joseph  Roaerts,to  be  first  lieu- 
tenant, 7 July,  1838,  (company  K.) 

Second  lieutenant  James  H.  Stokes,  to  be  first 
lieutenant,  7 July,  1838,  vice  Dusenbery  promoted. 

Second  lieutenant  John  P.  J.  O’Brien,  to  be  first 
lieutenant,  7 July,  1833,  vice  Macomb,  appointed 
first  lieutenant  topographical  engineers. 

Second  lieutenant  John  W.  Phelps,  to  be  first 
lieutenant,  9 July,  1838,  vice  Thornton,  appointed 
captain  of  ordnance. 

FIRST  REGIMENT  OF  INFANTRY. 

First  lieutenant  Osborne  Cross,  to  be  captain,  7 
July,  1838,  vice  Hitchcock,  appointed  major  of  the 
8th  infantry. 

First  lieutenant  Joseph  H.  Lamotte,  to  be  cap- 
tain, 7 July,  1838,  vice  Gwynne,  transferred  to  the 
8th  infantry. 

Second  "lieutenant  Samuel  M.  Plummer,  to  be 
first  lieutenant,  7 July,  183S,  vice  Cross,  promoted. 

Second  lieutenant  John  M.  Scott,  to  be  first  lieu- 
tenant, 7 July,  1338,  vice  Lamotte,  promoted. 

Second  lieutenant  R.  Bennett,  to  be  first  lieute- 
nant, 7 July,  1838,  vice  Ogden,  transferred  to  the 
8th  infantry. 

SECOND  REGIMENT  OF  INFANTRY. 

First  lieutenant  Hannibal  Day,  to  be  captain,  7, 
July,  1838,  vice  Russell,  translerred  to  the  8th  in- 
fantry. 

Second  lieutenant  I.  R.  D.  Burnett,  to  be  1st 
lieutenant,  7 July,  1833,  vice  Day,  promoted. 

Second  lieutenant  H.  W.  Wessells,  to  be  1st 
lieutenant,  7 July,  1838,  vice  Hill,  tsansferred  to 
the  8th  infantry. 

THIRD  REGIMENT  OF  INFANTRY. 

First  lieutenat  Edmund  B.  Alexander,  to  be 
captain,  7 July,  1838,  vice  Wright,  transferred  to 
the  8th  inlantry. 

Second  lieutenant  Henry  Swartwout,  to  be  1st 
lieutenant,  7 July,  1838,  vice  Alexander,  promoted. 

Second  lieutenant  George  P.  Field,  to  be  1st 
lieutenant,  7 July,  1838,  vice  Birdsall,  transferred 
to  the  8th  infantry. 

Second  lieutenant  Joseph  L.  Coburn,  to  be  1st 
lieutenant,  7 July,  1838,  vice  Bonneil,  transferred 
to  the  8th  infantry. 

Second  lieutenant  Philip  N.  Barbour,  to  be  1st 
lieutenant,  7 July,  1838,  vice  Montgomery,  trans- 
ferred to  the  Sth  infantry. 

Second  lieutenant  William  S.  Henry,  to  be  1st 
lieutenant,  7 July,  1838,  vice  Iiello,  transferred  to 
the  8th  infantry. 

FOURTH  REGIMENT  OF  INFANTRY. 

First  lieutenant  Richard  B.  Screven,  to  be  cap- 
tain, 7,  July,  1838,  vice  McCall,  transferred  to  the 
8th  infantry. 

Second  lieutenant  I.  V.  D.  Reeve,  to  be  1st  lieu- 
tenant, 7 July,  1833,  vice  Screven,  promoted. 

Second  lieutenant  Henry  Prince,  to  be  1st  lieu- 
tenant, 7 July,  1838,  vice  Bliss,  appointed  1st  lieu- 
tenant topographical  engineers. 

FIFTH  REGIMENT  OE  INFANTRY. 

First  lieutenant  Ephraim  K.  Smith,  to  be  cap- 
tain, 7 July,  1838,  vice  Hunt,  appointed  quarter- 
master. 

First  lieutenant  Alexander  S.  Hooe,  to  be  cap- 
tain, 7 July,  1838,  vice  Denny,  transferred  to  the 
8th  infantry. 

Second  lieutenant  Daniel  Ruggles,  to  be  1st 
lieutenant,  7 July,  1838,  vice  Smith,  promoted. 

Second  lieutenant  I.  Chester  Reid,  to  be  1st 
lieutenant,  7 July,  1838,  vice  Hooe,  promoted. 

Second  lieutenant  Joseph  H.  Whipple,  to  be  1st 
lieutenant,  7 July,  1838,  vice  Daveiss,  transferred 
to  the  8th  infantry. 

SIXTH  REGIMENT  OF  INFANTRY. 

First  lieutenant  Albemarle  Cady,  to  be  captain, 
7 July,  1838,  vice  Clark  appointed  quartermaster. 

First  lieutenant  T.-omas  L.  Alexander,  to  be 
captain,  7 July,  1838,  vice  Worth,  transferred  to 
the  Sth  infantry. 

Second  lieutenant  James  Monroe,  jr.,  to  be  1st 
lieutenant,  7 July.  1838,  vice  Cady,  promoted. 


Second  lieutenant  Charles  S.  Lovell,  to  be  1st 
lieutenant,  7 July,  1838,  vice  Alexander,  promoted. 

Second  lieutenant  William  D.  Berrien,  to  be  1st 
lieutenant,  7 July,  1838,  vice  Blake,  appointed  1st 
lieutenant  topographical  engineers. 

SEVENTH  REGIMENT  OF  INFANTRY. 

First  lieutenant  Stephen  W.  Moore,  to  be  cap- 
tain, 7 July,  1838,  vice  Thomas,  appointed  quar- 
termaster. 

First  lieutenant  John  P.  Davis,  to  be  captain,  7 
July,  1838,  vice  Phillips,  transferred  to  the  8th  in- 
fantry. 

Second  lieutenant  Forbes  Briton,  to  be  1st  lieu- 
tenant, 7 July,  1838,  vice  Moore,  promoted. 

Second  lieutenant  Alexander  Montgomery,  to  be 
1st  lieutenant,  7 July,  1838,  vice  Davis,  promoted. 

Second  lieutenant  Weightman  K.  Hanson,  to  be 
1st  lieutenant,  7 July,  1833,  vice  McKavett,  trans- 
ferred to  the  8th  infantry. 

EIGHTH  REGIMENT  OF  INFANTRY. 

Major  William  J.  Worth,  of  the  ordnance,  lieu- 
tenant colonel  by  brevet,  to  be  colonel,  7 July, 
1838. _ 

Major  Benjamin  K.  Pierce,  of  the  1st  regiment 
of  artillery,  lieutenant  colonel  by  brevet,  to  be  lieu- 
tenant colonel,  7 July,  1838. 

Captain  Ethan  A.  Hitchcock,  of  the  1st  infantry, 
to  be  major,  7 July,  1S38. 

To  be  captains. 

Captain  Thomas  P.  Gwynne,  of  the  first  infan- 
try, to  rank  from  the  4th  of  March,  1833,  (compa- 
ny A.) 

Captain  J.  A.  Philips,  of  the  7th  infantry,  to 
rank  from  the  4th  of  May,  1835,  (company  B.) 

Captain  St.  Clair  Denny,  of  the  5th  infantry, 
to  rank  from  the  1st  of  April,  1836,  (company  C.) 

Captain  Samuel  L.  Russell,  of  the  2d  infantry, 
to  rank  from  the  28th  of  June,  1836,  (company  D.) 

Captain  George  A.  McCall,  of  the  4th  infantry, 
to  rank  from  the  21st  of  September,  1836,  (com- 
pany E. ) 

Captain  George  Wright,  of  the  3d  infantry,  to 
rank  from  the  30th  of  October,  1836,  (company  F.) 

Captain  Joseph  S.  Worth,  of  the  6th  infantry,  to 
rank  from  the  31st  of  July,  1837,  (company  G.) 

First  lieutenant  Egbert  B.  Birdsall,  ot  the  3d 
infantry,  to  be  captain,  7 July  1838,  (company  H.) 

First  lieutenant  Joseph  Bonneil,  of  the  3d  in- 
fantry, to  be  captain,  7 July,  1838,  (company  1.) 

First  lieutenant  Wm.  R.  Montgomery,  of  the  3d 
infantry,  to  be  captain,  7 July,  1838,  (company  K.) 

To  be  1st  lieutenants. 

First  lieutenant  William  O.  Kello,  of  the  3d  in- 
fantry, to  rank  from  the  15th  of  November,  1836, 
(company  A.) 

First  lieutenant  Edmund  A.  Ogden,  of  the  1st 
infantry,  to  rank  from  the  17th  of  December,  1836, 
(company  B ) 

First  lieutenant  James  M.  Hill,  of  the  2d  in- 
fantry, to  rank  from  the  31st  of  December,  1836, 
(company  C.) 

First  lieutenant  Camillus  C.  Daveiss,  of  the  5th 
infantry,  to  rank  from  the  31st  December,  1836, 
(company  D.) 

First  lieutenant  Henry  McKavett,  of  the  7th 
infantry,  to  rank  from  the  25th  of  December,  1837, 
(company  E.) 

Second  lieutenant  James  V.  Bomford,  of  the  2d 
infantry,  to  be  1st  lieutenant,  7 July,  1838,  (com- 
pany F.) 

Second  lieutenant  Thomas  Johns,  of  the  2d  in- 
fantry, to  be  1st  lieutenant,  7 July,  1838,  (com- 
pany G.) 

Second  lieutenant  W.  M.  D.  McKissack,  of  the 
5th  infantry,  to  be  1st  lieutenant,  7 July,  1838, 
(company  H.) 

Second  lieutenant  Collinson  R.  Gates,  of  the  4th 
infantry,  to  be  1st  lieutenant,  7 July,  1833,  (com- 
pany I.) 

Second  lieutenant  Larkin  Smith,  of  the  3d  in- 
fantry, to  be  1st  lieutenant,  7 July,  183S,  (com- 
pany K.) 

To  be  2d  lieutenants. 

Second  lieutenant  John  M.  Harvie,  of  the  2d 
infantry,  to  rank  from  the  1st  of  July,  1837,  (com- 
pany A.) 

Second  lieutenant  John  T.  Sprague,  of  the  5th 
Infantry,  to  rank  from  the  3d  of  July,  1837,  (com- 
pany B.) 

Second  lieutenant  Lucius  O’Brien,  of  the  3d  in- 
fantry, to  rank  from  the  3d  of  September,  1837, 
(company  C.) 

Second  lieutenant  George  Lincoln,  of  the  4th  in- 
fantry, to  rank  lrom  the  14th  of  September,  1837, 
(company  D.j 

W.  C.  Browne,  of  Pennsylvania,  to  be  2d  lieu- 
tenant, 7 July,  1838,  (company  E.) 

John  A.  Riel,  of  New  York,  to  be  2d  lieutenant, 
7 July,  1838,  (company  F.) 

A.  L.  Sheppard,  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  to 
be  2d  lieutenant,  7 July,  1838,  (company  G.) 


W B.  Heyward,  of  Maryland,  to  be  2d  lieuten. 
ant,  7 July,  1838,  (company  H.) 

Joseph  Selden,  of  Virginia,  to  be  2d  lieutenant, 
7 July,  1838,  (company  I.) 

T.  S.  J.  Johnson,  of  Missouri,  to  be  2d  lieuten- 
ant, 7 July,  1838,  (company  K.) 

PROMOTIONS  BY  BREVET. 

Major  Sylvanus  Thayer,  of  the  corps  of  engi- 
neers, lieutenant  colonel  by  brevet,  to  be  colonel 
by  brevet,  to  rank  from  3d  March,  1833,  having 
served  faithfully  a brevet  lieutenant  colonel,  and 
performed  the  appropriate  duties  of  that  grade  for 
ten  years. 

Lieutenant  colonel  William  Davenport,  of  the 
1st  infantry,  to  be  colonel  by  brevet,  for  meritori- 
ous services  in  Florida,  7th  July,  1838. 

Lieutenant  colonel  James  Bankhead,  of  the  4th 
artillery,  to  be  colonel  by  brevet,  for  meritorious 
conduct  in  the  campaigns  in  Florida,  7th  July, 
1838. 

Captain  Thomas  Noel,  of  the  6th  infantry,  to  be 
major  by  brevet,  for  gallant  conduct  in  the  battle 
of  Kissimmee,  to  rank  from  25th  December,  1837. 

TRANSFERS. 

Second  lieutenant  Henry  C.  Wayne,  of  the  4th 
artillery,  to  the  1st  artillery,  to  take  place  next 
below'  lieutenant  Reeves. 

Second  lieutenant  W.  A.  Brown,  of  the  2d  dra- 
goons, to  the  3d  artillery,  to  take  place  next  below 
lieutenant  Jennings. 

Second  lieutenant  W.  F.  Barry,  of  the  4th  artil- 
lery, to  the  2d  artillery,  to  take  place  next  below 
lieutenant  Pitkin. 

II.  Acceptance  or  non-acceptance  of  all  appoint- 
ments will  be  promptly  reported  to  the  adjutant 
general  of  the  army;  and  the  officers,  whose  sta- 
tions are  changed  by  promotion  or  otherwise,  will 
join  their  proper  regiments  and  companies,  without 
delay,  and  report  for  duty  accordingly.  Officers  of 
the  general  staff  and  of  engineers  will  report  to  the 
chiefs  of  their  respective  departments. 

III.  Officers  of  the  artillery  and  infantry,  (now 
serving  with  the  army  and  on  the  frontiers,)  ap- 
pointed in  the  general  staff  and  in  the  ordnance, 
will  continue  on  duty  with  the  troops  until  the 
commanding  general  under  whom  they  may  be 
serving  can  dispense  with  their  services,  when  he 
will  order  them  to  join  their  respective  depart- 
ments. 

IV.  The  additional  company  (K)  to  be  raised 
for  each  regiment  of  artillery  will  be  immediately 
organized  and  equipped;  those  for  the  1st,  2d,  and 
4th  regiments,  in  the  harbor  of  New  York,  and  that 
for  the  3d,  at  Fort  Monroe;  to  which  posts  the  re- 
spective captains  and  lieutenants,  not  serving  on 
the  statf,  or  at  the  military  academy,  will  repair 
without  delay,  where  they  will  receive  the  recruits 
that  are  to  constitute  their  several  companies. 

V.  I'he  colonel  of  the  8th  infantry  will  proceed 
without  delay  to  the  northern  frontier,  and  take 
prompt  measures  to  organize  and  equip  his  regi- 
ment. The  ten  companies  have  already  been  or- 
ganized from  the  reciuits  now  serving  on  the  fron- 
tier. Companies  A and  B are  stationed  at  Detroit; 
companies  C and  D on  the  Niagara;  companies  E, 
F,  G,  and  H,  at  Sackett’s  Harbor  and  near  the  St. 
Lawrence;  company  I at  Plattsburg;  and  company 
K at  Swanton,  Vermont;  to  which  several  stations 
the  respective  captains  and  subalterns  of  the  regi- 
ment will  repair  without  delay,  and  report  for  du- 
ty. The  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  regiment  will 
repair  to  the  Sackett’s  Harbor  station,  and  the  ma- 
jor to  Detroit,  until  otherwise  directed.  All  offi- 
cers of  the  8th  regiment,  absent  on  the  recruiting 
service,  or  on  leave,  are  ordered  to  join. 

VI.  The  captains  and  subalterns  temporarily 
serving  on  the  frontier  will  be  relieved  by  the  com- 
pany officers  of  the  new  regiment,  when  they  will 
proceed  to  join  their  proper  stations,  and  report  for 
duty. 

By  order:  R.  Jones,  adj.  general. 


LATER  FROM  EUROPE. 

By  the  arrival  at  New  York  on  Friday  the  18th 
inst.  of  the  packet  ships  Virginia,  Harris,  from 
Liverpool,  and  Burgundy,  Rockett,  from  Havre, 
the  editorskif  the  Commercial  Advertiser  have  re- 
ceived files  of  English  and  French  papers  to  the 
latest  dates,  which  are  from  London  to  the  7th, 
Liverpool  and  Paris  to  the  Sth,  and  Havre  to  the 
9th  June. 

Great  Britain.  The  most  prominent  topic  of 
the  London  papers  is  the  fatal  riot  near  Canter- 
bury. The  subject  had  been  brought  up  in  parlia- 
ment, in  consequence  of  certain  serious  charges  al- 
leged against  the  magistrates  of  Kent  and  the 
keepers  of  the  lunatic  asylum  in  which  Couitenay 
had  been  confined,  for  allowing  him  to  go  at  large. 
The  charge  w'as  made  in  the  Chronicle.  Courte- 
nay’s real  name,  it  seems,  was  John  Nicholls  Tom. 
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The  affair  was  investigated  by  the  magistrates  on 
the  4th,  atFaversham  in  Kent,  fifteen  ol  the  prison- 
ers being  before  them,  lour  of  whom  were  commit- 
ted on  the  charge  of  wilful  murder.  Nine  of  the 
rioters  were  killed  in  the  affray. 

The  papers  give  portraits  of  Tom,  or  Courtenay, 
in  his  rich  velvet  gown  covered  with  gold  chains, 
his  long  black  beard,  &c.  He  appears  to  have  de- 
luded his  followers  much  as  Mathias  did  some  in 
this  city,  making  them  bslieve  that  he  was  the  De- 
ity, able  to  work  miracles,  &e. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stevenson  left  London  on  the  4th 
of  June,  on  a short,  visit  to  Earl  Spencer. 

The  London  Chronicle  of  June  7 contains  a full 
report  of  the  dinner  given  to  sir  Francis  Head,  on 
the  6th.  When  the  health  of  sir  Francis  was  pro- 
posed, he  rose  and  commenced  a speech  in  which, 
he  said,  he  was  anxious  to  explain  what  had  been 
the  conduct  of  the  North  American  colonies,  and 
that  of  the  United  States  and  their  citizens;  but  be- 
fore he  had  entered  upon  the  details  of  his  exposi- 
tion, “he  was  so  much  overcome  by  his  embarrass- 
ment that  he  was  utterly  unable  to  go  on,  and  after 
several  unavailing  attempts,  resumed  his  seat 
amidst  loud  cheers.” 

The  Royal  William,  steam-packet,  it  is  stated  in 
the  Liverpool  Mail,  was  to  sail  from  that  port  for 
New  York  on  the  5th  July.  She  is  said  to  be  a 
vessel  of  great  speed,  and  first  rate  accommodations. 

Martin,  the  lunatic  who  set  fire  to  the  York  Min- 
ster some  years  ago,  died  in  Bedlam  on  the  3d  of 
June.  Although  quiet  in  his  deportment,  he  was 
obliged  to  be  closely  watched,  having  a strong  pro- 
pensity for  mischief.  He  was  between  50  and  60 
years  of  age. 

We  copy  the  following  rumors  from  the  London 
Herald.  It  is  not  likely  that  there  is  much  truthin 
them. 

On  dits.  It  is  reported  in  high  quarters  that 
the  following  modifications,  additions,  and  omis- 
sion, are  contemplated  in  ministerial  arrangements: 
The  duke  of  Sussex  to  go  as  lord  lieutenant  to  Ire- 
land; lord  Mulgrave  to  have  the  home-office;  lord 
J.  Russell  to  be  first  lord  of  the  treasury;  lord  Mel- 
bourne to  retire;  sirF.  Lamb,  his  lordship’s  brother, 
now  ambassador  at  Vienna,  to  be  made  a peer. 

Lady  C.  Buggin,  who  manages  the  duke  of  Sus- 
sex’s household,  to  be  made  a peeress  by  the  style 
and  title  of  countess  of  Enniskillen.  On  the  duke’s 
late  fete  to  the  queen,  her  ladyship  did  the  honors, 
and  presided  at  the  head  ot  the  table. 

The  lady  C.  Buggin  referred  to,  it  is  well  known 
is  married  to  the  duke  of  Sussex.  It  is  also  ru- 
moured that  lord  Glenelg  is  to  retire  to  the  colonial 
office,  and  be  succeeded  by  Mr.  Spring  Rice. 

The  Br.  steamer  sir  Lionel  Smith  which  sailed 
from  New  York  on  the  13th  May  for  London,  had 
not  arrived  on  the  7th  June. 

Her  Majesty’s  coronation  robes.  During'the  whole 
of  yesterday  vast  crowds  of  respectable  people  were 
attracted  to  the  house  of  Mr.  Edward  Howe,  a silk 
weaver,  in  Castle  street,  not  far  from  Shoreditch 
church,  to  view  the  splendid  robes  to  be  worn  by 
her  majesty  at  the  approaching  coronation,  and 
which  were  just  finished  and  out  from  the  loom  on 
that  morning. 

The  contract  for  the  manufacture  of  the  robes  as 
well  as  650  yards  of  the  most  beautiful  silk  for  the 
hanging  and  decoration  of  Westminster  Abbey,  was 
taken  by  Mr.  Stil  well,  of  White  Lien  street,  Norton 
Falgate,  who  confided  the  tasic  to  Mr.  Edward  Howe, 
and  Mr.  William  Coe,  two  of  the  most  ingenious 
operatives  in  the  silk  trade. 

The  robe,  which  is  one  of  the  most  superb  pieces 
of  manufacture  that  can  be  imagined,  is  10  yards  in 
length  and  of  the  same  pattern  as  that  worn  by 
George  IV.  at  his  coronation.  It  appears  that  a 
number  of  different  patterns  had  been  submitted  to 
her  majesty  for  inspection,  and  the  one  chosen  by 
the  queen,  as  above  stated,  was  that  worn  by  her 
royal  uncle,  George  IV. 

It  also  appears  that  Mr.  Howe  was  the  artist  who 
had  executed  the  order  on  that  occasion,  and  having 
by  him  many  of  the  cones  and  patterns  then  used, 
he  was  enabled  to  accomplish  the  task  much  better, 
and  with  much  greater  ease,  than  any  other  person 
could  have  done.  The  ground  or  warp  is  of  the 
most  rich  gold  colored  silk,  and  the  shoot  consists 
of  gold  and  silver  twist,  and  rich  silks  of  various 
shades. 

Some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  variety  when 
no  less  than  twenty  different  shuttles  were  obliged 
to  be  in  work  at  the  same  time.  The  principal  sur- 
face appears  to  be  massive  gold,  and  the  figures 
which  are  bold  and  considerably  raised,  are  of  the 
most  magnificent  description.  Those  of  the  real, 
crown,  the  rose,  the  shamrock  and  the  thistle,  are 
truly  beautiful. 

The  eagle,  the  fleur-de-lis,  and  other  foreign  na- 
tional emblems,  are  also  very  prominent  and  beau- 
tifully executed,  and  do  infinite  credit  to  the  skill, 


taste,  and  judgment  of  the  manufacturer.  The  i 
hangings  are  of  a less  costly  description,  but  are 
still  of  a most  tasteful  kind.  The  ground  is  of  blue 
satin,  and  the  shoot  of  gold  colored  rich  silk. 

The  fact  of  the  order  for  these  splendid  articles 
having  been  spent  to  Spitafields  has  given  the  great- 
est satisfaction  to  the  whole  of  the  industrious 
operatives  of  that  district. 

The  Coronation.  The  preparations  at  Westmin- 
ster Abbey  are  advancing  with  much  rapidity,  the 
chief  portion  of  the  carpenter’s  work  having  been 
completed.  The  oriel  and  side  galleries  are 
now  under  the  decorative  hands  of  the  upholster- 
ers, and  report  speaks  of  the  silks  and  stuffs  which 
are  to  be  used  as  coverings  for  the  seats,  canopies, 
& c.,  as  most  costly  and  elegant.  The  orchestral 
galley  is  in  forwardness,  and  when  it  is  completed, 
and  the  new  organ,  which  is  described  as  an  in- 
strument of  surpassing  pow  er  and  rich  tone,  is  in 
its  destined  place,  it  is  expected  that  the  interior  of 
the  abbey  will  present  a coup  of  magrnfic  nee 

and  architectural  grandeur  equal  to  any  thing  at- 
tempted in  Europe  on  a similar  occasion. 

The  important  ceremony  is  fast  approaching;  and 
although  the  ministry  would  not  have  the  day  made 
one  of  rejoicing  on  the  usual  scale  of  splendour, 
yet  it  appears  that  the  whole  population  of  the 
united  kingdom  will  devote  the  day  to  festivity. — 
London  perhaps,  will  not  be  so  crowded  with  il- 
lustrious foreigners  as  when  the  continental  sover- 
eign visited  this  country  at  the  general  peace;  but 
many  individuals  of  distinguished  rank  wiil  come 
over  in  the  capacity  of  ambassadors  extraordinary, 
and  numerous  officers  of  rank  will  accompany 
them  as  aides-de-camp. 

It  is  stated  that  his  imperial  highness  the  grand 
duke  Alexander,  son  of  the  emperor  of  Russia, 
who  was  to  be  present  at  this  august  ceremony,  at- 
tended by  prince  Lieven  and  a brilliant  suite  of 
Russian  nobles,  has  not  declared  whether  he  will 
visit  this  country,  in  consequence  of  the  early  day 
fixed.  The  report  that  his  royal  highness  the  prince 
of  Orange  would  come  over,  accompanied  by  his 
sons,  turns  out  to  be  unfounded. 

His  royal  highness  prince  Adelbert,  nephew  of 
the  king  of  Prussia,  it  is  thought,  will  accompany 
his  highness  prince  Putbas.  It  is  said  his  royal 
highness  is  possessed  of  brilliant  talents,  and  is  fond 
of  naval  architecture,  and  that  the  dock-yards  of 
this  country  were  as  great  an  attraction  as  the  coro- 
nation. The  landgrave  of  Hesse  Homburg  has 
signified  his  intention  of  being  present  at  the  coro- 
nation, and  is  expected  daily  in  London. 

Of  the  embassies,  many  will  be  of  less  splen- 
dor than  at  the  coronation  of  George  IV,  but  those 
of  Austria,  Prussia,  France,  and  Russia,  are  ex- 
pected to  be  most  splendid.  His  highness  prince 
Swartzenbuig,  embassador  extraordinary  from  Aus- 
tria, is  expected  in  the  course  of  a fortnight,  and 
will  have  the  high  honor  of  presenting  her  majesty 
with  the  insignia  of  the  grand  cross  of  the  order  of 
St.  Stephen,  of  Hungary,  from  the  emperor  of 
Austria.  The  jewels  are  diamonds,  emeralds,  and 
rubies,  of  enormous  magnitude  and  great  value. 

In  the  wealthy  nobleman’s  suite  will  be  the  land- 
grave of  Furtstemberg,  Prince  Archer  Squarts, 
count  Charles  de  Grunne,  count  Alex.  Erody,  8tc. 
A suit  of  apartments  have  been  engaged  tor  his 
highness  at  one  of  the  principal  hotels,  where  a 
series  of  grand  banquets  will  be  given  to  the  elite 
of  the  nobility,  on  a scale  of  princely  magnificence. 
His  royal  highness,  the  duke  de  Nemours  will  be 
the  bearer  of  a present  from  his  august  father  the 
king  of  the  French. 

France.  The  Paris  papers  of  June  3d  announce 
the  arrival  at  that  city  of  Mr.  Muhlenberg,  envoy 
extraordinary,  &c.  to  the  court  of  Austria  from  the 
United  States.  He  was  presented  to  the  king  of 
France  with  Mr.  Clay,  his  secretary,  on  the  2d. 

The  railroad  committee  of  the  chamber  of  depu- 
ties had  reported  the  bill  for  the  Havre  and  Paris 
rail-road,  without  amendment. 

The  bill  for  the  reduction  of  the  5 per  cent,  was 
to  be  reported  to  the  chamber  of  peers  on  the  9th. 

The  chamber  of  deputies  was  engaged  upon  a 
bill  granting  an  extraordinary  credit  of  13,171,408 
francs,  for  keeping  up  the  French  possessions  in 
the  north  of  Africa. 

The  king  was  to  review  the  National  Guards  of 
Paris  on  Sunday,  the  10th  of  June. 

A Toulon  letter  dated  June  2d  states  that  the  brig 
of  war  Dupetit  Thouars  was  ordered  to  sail  imme- 
diately on  a secret  mission,  supposed  to  Mexico. 

The  London  papers  state  that  the  sloop  of  war 
Perle,  the  brig  Voltigeur,  and  the  transport  Indi- 
enne,  had  received  orders  to  sail  for  the  coast  of 
Mexico,  and  that  the  brig  Badine  had  sailed  for  the 
same  destination. 

There  was  a rumour  current  in  Paris  that  the 
duke  of  Orleans  was  about  setting  out  for  the  Nor- 
thern frontier.  Also  that  general  Bernard  was  to 


be  appointed  commandant  general  in  Africa,  and 
be  succeeded  in  the  war  department  by  marshall 
Soult. 

The  Journal  des  Debats  announces  the  death  of 
the  duchess  d Abrantes,  widow  of  Junot,  on  the 
7th  J une . 

Belgium  and  Holland.  The  Commerce  Beige 
announces  that  the  cabinet  of  the  Hague  has  made 
known  to  the  conference  in  London,  that  the  king 
of  Holland  is  ready  to  evacuate  torte  Lille  and 
Leifskenshock,  which,  undei  the  treaty  of  Novem- 
ber 15,  are  to  belong  to  Belgium.  The  king  of 
Belgium  continued  protesting  against  the  arrange- 
ment ol  the  conlerence.  Much  diplomatic  activity 
existed  between  Paris,  Brussels  and  London. 

It  was  reported  in  the  Paris  journals  that  Prussia 
was  preparing  to  enforce  the  surrender  by  Belgium 
ot  Vanloo  and  other  strong  places  awarded  to  Hol- 
land; but  these  reports  were  not  credited  at  Beilin. 
It  was  not  doubted,  however,  that  the  combined 
cabinets  were  disposed  to  enforce  a final  settlement 
of  the  disputes  beetween  Belgium. 

There  had  been  several  attempts  at  riot  in  Brus- 
sels— all  put  down,  however,  by  the  military.  They 
originated  in  political  feelings. 

Hanover.  The  Hamburgh  correspondent  af- 
firms that  the  opposition  in  the  second  chamber  is 
strong  enough  to  ensure  a vote  in  favor  of  tne  con- 
stitution of  1833. 

Hamburg , June  1.  The  Nicholas  I.  steamboat 
captain  Stahi,  bound  from  Petersburg  to  Trave- 
munde,  with  132  passengers  and  a cr>-w  of  33  men, 
was  destroyed  by  fire  on  the  night  of  the  31st  of 
May,  Detween  11  and  12  o’clock,  off  Gross  Klutz, 
about  five  English  miles  from  the  road  of  Trave- 
munde.  The  ladies  and  children  had  retired  to 
rest,  and  the  gentlemen  were  still  at  supper  or  at 
cards  wnen  the  alarm  of  fire  was  given.  The  cap- 
tain with  great  presence  of  mind,  steered  towards 
the  coast,  and  ran  the  vessel  aground  about  100 
paces  from  shore. 

The  confusion  was  of  course  very  great,  but  all 
the  passengers  and  crew  were  saved,  except  five 
persons,  viz.  two  passengers  and  two  of  the  crew, 
who  are  missing.  Of  eleven  carriages  on  board, 
two  were  thrown  oveiboard,  and  the  others  burned 
and  most  of  the  passengers’  effects  are  lost.  The 
mail  bag  and  the  despatches  ol  three  couriers  could 
not  be  saved.  The  only  money  on  board  was  a 
barrel  of  gold,  which  it  is  hoped  may  be  recovered. 

Captain  Stahl,  employed  in  saving  the  passen- 
gers, has  lost  his  effects  and  his  papers.  Most  of 
the  passengers  arrived  at  Travemunde  without 
shoes  and  bareheaded.  The  vessel  is  burnt  down 
to  the  water’s  edge.  Every  exertion  is  making  to 
save  as  much  as  possible  out  of  the  hull.  The 
vessel  was  insured  in  London.  The  origin  of  the 
fire  is  uncertain.  Some  think  it  was  caused  by  the 
coals  being  taken  on  board  wet,  and  mixed  with 
ice,  others  that  it  commenced  in  the  machinery. 

Spain.  Don  Carlos  left  Es  tel  I , with  his  ministers, 
on  the  29th  of  May.  Just  before  his  departure,  he 
caused  the  bishop  of  Leon,  the  auditor  general, 
and  the  fiscal,  to  be  arrested.  The  auditor-general, 
senor  Barricarti,  it  is  said,  was  shot  two  hours  af- 
terward, and  it  was  reported  that  the  same  fate 
awaited  the  bishop  and  the  fiscal. 

Don  Carlos  arrived  at  Tolouse  on  the  31st,  and  on 
the  next  day  reviewed  his  troops.  Generals  Za- 

riategui  and  Elio  had  been  condemned  to  death. 

General  Guergue  was  disgraced,  and  was  to  be- 
succeeded  by  gen.  Maroto. 

Portugal.  The  London  papers  affirm  that  the 
Portuguese  government  has  refused  its  assent  to  the 
treaty  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade. 

Austria.  Ali  Elfendi,  second  secretary  of  the 
Turkish  embassy  at  Vienna,  drowned ' himself 
in  the  Danube  on  the  27th  of  May.  Cause  un- 
known, but  supposed  to  be  a violent  attack  of  home 
sickness. 


TWENTY-FIFTH  CONGRESS. 

SECOND  SESSION — HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Fiiilay.  July  6.  Mr.  Adams  had  the  floor  on  the 
subject  of  Texas,  but  yielded  it  to  Mr.  Stuart,  who 
moved  that  the  committees  be  called  for  reports  imme- 
diately after  the  recess;  which  motion  prer  ailed,  and 
the  order  was  made  accordingly.  Air  Adams  then 
proceeded,  and  occupied  the  morning  hour  in  discuss- 
ing the  Texas  question.  When  the  hour  elapsed,  he 
had  not  concluded  his  remarks.  Mr.  Howard  asked 
whether,  if  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  should 
not  conclude  his  remarks  at  this  session,  it  would  be 
in  order,  under  the  rules  of  the  house,  to  answer  him 
hereafter? — [t.  e.  as  the  reporter  understood  it.  at  a 
future  session.]  The  Chair  said  that  that  would  be 
for  the  decision  of  the  house  when  the  case  contem- 
phted  should  arise.  Mr.  Adams.  Mr.  Speaker,  (hat 
gentleman  has  the  time  of  this  house  at  his  com- 
mand. I have  not. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  the  orders  of  the  day. 
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Tile  sieambo.it  bill  came  down  from  the  senate 
wiiii  an  amendment,  to  the  effect  that  the  collapse  of 
a tine,  or  other  injurious  escape  of  steam,  shall  be 
primi  facie  evidence  of  negligence  )n  the  officers  of 
toe  boni  upon  which  it  shall  occur.  This  amend- 
ment was  10  lake  the  place  of  Mr.  Childs’  amend- 
ment lo  l ne  bill,  vvliicll  the  senate  proposed  to  strike 
out.  Mr.  Childs  hoped  the  house  would  insist  upon 
ils  o.vn  amendment.  Mr.  Robertson  proposed  to  add, 
as  an  amendment  to  the  amendment  proposed  bv  the 
Senat  ■,  Hi-  following  proviso: 

“Provided.  That  nothing  in  this  act  contained 
sh  ill  be  Held  to  apply  to  steamboats  employed  in  (dy- 
ing between  a port  or  place  in  anv  state  to  another 
port  or  place  in  the  same  state,  and  not  employed  in 
commerce  with  any  foreign  nation.  or  among  the 
several  slates,  or  to  any  persons  owning  or  naviga- 
tingsuch  steamboat,  or  employ  ed  on  board  the  same.” 

Tne  amendment  to  the  amendment  of  tiie  senate 
was  rejected;  and  the  amendment  of  the  senate  to 
the  amendment  of  the  house  [above  stated]  was 
adopted. 

Mr.  Carter  olf’ered  a petition  from  citizens  ol  Ten- 
nessee,  praying  for  a national  bank.  Laid  on  the 
tabl"  an  l reierred,  under  the  order  of  Monday  last. 

The  house  took  up  sundry  bills  from  the  senate, 
on  the  speaker’s  table,  on  their  engrossment  or  third 
reading. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of 
Henry  Fisher.  Read  a third  time,  and  passed 

A.i  act  for  the  relief  of  Mary  A.  Patrick.  Read 
a third  tune,  and  pass.  d. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Everarde  Meade.  Order- 
ed to  lie  on  the  table. 

An  act  for  file. relief  of  Francis  Cazeau.  The 
senate  had  sent  down  this  bill,  with  the  enacting 
clause  stricken  out. 

Mr.  tV kite  said  that  this  had  been  done  for  want 
of  lime.  Tne  claim  bad  been  rigidly  scrutinized  by 
the  proper  committees,  and  wa3  found  to  be  a good 
one.  He  doped  the  house  would  rion-concur  with 
the  senate  in  striking  out  the  enacting  clause.  Mr. 
Thomas  made  a concise  statement  of  the  character 
ol  tlie  claim  of  Cazeau,  who  was  a revolutionary 
soldier,  and  devoted  his  whole  property,  and  pledg- 
ed iiis  life  and  fortune,  for  the  benefit  of  this  conn 
try.  Mr.  Petrikin  said  he  was  no  lawyer,  but  he 
would  ask  any  man  to  examine  the  papers  forming 
the  evidence  upon  which  this  claim  is  based,  and 
then  to  say  if  that  evidence  be  sufficient  to  carry 
the  claim  through  that  house.  It  was  a character, 
they  would  find,  which  would  not  stand  in  a court 
ot  justice,  or  beforea  board  of  arbitrators.  Hejuiov- 
ed  that  the  bill  do  lie  on  the  table. 

This  motion  w-as  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  a 
vote  of  83  to  56.  So  the  bill  lies  oil  the  table. 

An  act  for  Ihe  relief  of  John  Brooks.  Ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Robert  White.  Ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

An  act  to  revive  an  act  to  incorporate  the  medi- 
cal society  of  the  District  of  Columbia.  A motion 
was  made  to  lay  this  bill  on  the  table.  Mr.  Petri- 
icin  hoped  that  motion  would  be  withdrawn  to  ena- 
ble him  to  present  a remonstrance  against  the  bill, 
which  he  took  from  bis  pocket.  [A  general  laugh.] 
The  Chair  said  that  such  a proceeding  would  not 
be  regular.  The  amendments  proposed  being  read, 
Mr.  Petrikin  asked  leave  to  have  tile  remonstrance 
he  had  alluded  to  read.  This  was  refused.  Mr. 
P.  then  opposed  the  bill.  He  had  practised  medi- 
cine twenty-one  years,  and  he  would  like  the  peo- 
ple of  the  country  to  know  who  were  lor  establish- 
ing monopolies,  and  who  were  not.  Mr.  P.  then 
proceeded  to  read  the  remonstrance  he  held  in  his 
hand,  which,  so  far  as  the  reporter  could  hear  its 
contents,  appealed  to  be  a defence  of  the  Botanic 
or  Thompsonian,  against  the  alleged  monopoly  of 
the  regular  system. 

Mr.  Reed  made  a few  observations  in  favor  of  the 
bill.  It  was  proper  to  protect  the  people  of  Ihe 
District  against  the  humbuggery  of  quack  doctors. 
Mr.  Bouldin , chairman  of  the  committee  on  Dis- 
trict arfairs,  said  a few  words  in  favor  of  the  bill. 
Mr.  Taylor  made  some  statements  in  relation  to  the 
danger  of  unlicensed  and  uneducated  practitioners 
of  medicine,  and  offered  an  amendment  to  Ihe  bill, 
requiring  of  the  practitioner  to  produce  a certificate 
of  having  gone  through  a proper  course  of  medical 
study.  Mr.  Boon  was  opposed  to  what  he  called 
this  abominable  aristocratic  bill.  Nine-tenths  of 
the  time  be  had  rather  trust  himself  in  the  hands  of 
an  old  woman  with  her  herbs,  than  with  ttiose  of 
the  regular  practitioners.  Aftpr  a few  words  in 
support  of  the  bill  by  Mr.  Mallory , the  amendments 
were  concurred  in.  An  ineffectual  attempt  was 
made  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table.  The  bill  was 
then  ordered  to  be  r ad  a third  time,  Mr.  Petrikin 
having  failed  to  obtain  the  yeas  and  nays.  Having 
been  read  a third  time,  the  bill  was  passed. 

An  act  to  authorize  John  E.  Metcalf  and  otheis 


to  locate  certain  pre-emption  claims  to  lands  in 
Indiana.  Read  a third  time;  and  the  question  being 
on  its  passage,  Mr.  Harlan  made  some  remarks  in 
opposition  it,  and  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table,  but 
withdrew  the  inolion  at  the  request  of  Mr.  While, 
who  made  some  explanation  ol  Ihe  justice  and  pro- 
priety of  the  provisions  of  the  act.  The  bill  was 
rejected. 

Tne  bill  of  the  house  granting  to  the  Falmouth 
and  Alexandria  rail  road  company  the  right  ol  way 
through  the  District  of  Columbia,  had  come  down 
from  the  senate  with  an  amendment,  proposing  to 
appropriate  towards  this  work  the  sum  of  three 
thousand  dollars,  upon  certain  conditions,  as  carry- 
ing the  mails  free  of  cost,  &c.  In  this  amendment 
the  committee  of  the  whole  had  noil-concurred,  and 
Ihe  bill  was  now  brought  into  the  house  for  final 
action.  Mr.  Met ccr  made  an  earnest  and  argumen- 
tative speech  in  defence  of  this  amendment.  Mi. 
Cushman  was  opposed  to  the  amendment  and  bill, 
as  was  Mr.  Mallory.  The  latter  moved  to  lay  the 
bill  on  the  table,  but  withdrew  the  motion  at  the  re- 
quest of  his  colleague,  Mr.  Banks,  who  was  in  fa- 
i or  of  the  bill,  and  spoke  at  some  length  in  defence 
of  the  amendment,  arid  in  reply  to  the  objections 
adduced  by  different  members  against  it.  Mr. 
Wise  said  that  this  bill  would  save  the  government 
seven  thousand  dollars  a year,  if  passed,  for  the 
carrying  of  the  mails.  It  was  a work  of  national 
importance,  and  he  would  move  the  previous  ques- 
tion. There  was  a second;  and  the  main  question 
was  ordered  (o  be  put,  viz.  Will  Ihe  bouse  concur 
w ith  the  senate  in  the  amendment? 

Mr.  Cushman  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
weie  ordered. 

A motion  was  made  to  lay  the  hill  on  the  table, 
and  the  yeas  and  nays  demanded  and  ordered  there- 
on ; and  the  motion  was  carried  bv  the  following 
vote:  Yeas  88,  nays  73.  So  the  bill  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

An  act  for  Ihe  relief  of  certain  settlers  on  the  pub- 
lic lands  who  are  deprived  of  the  benefits  of  the 
pre-emption  act  of  the  19th  June,  1834.  This  bill, 
having  come  down  from  the  senate,  had  been  amend- 
ed by  the  committee  of  the  whole,  and  Ihe  first  ques- 
tion w'as  upon  that  amendment;  which  was  con- 
curred in.  Some  desultory  debate  occurred  be- 
tween Messrs.  Wise,  Chapman,  Shields.  Fillmore, 
Harlan,  and  Lewis.  Mr.  Wise  was  in  the  act  of  re- 
plying lo  some  remarks  of  Mr.  Lewis,  when  the 
houi  arrived  to  take  the  usual  morning  recess. 

EVENING  SESSION. 

The  house  met,  after  recess,  when  reports  of  com- 
mittees being  called  lor,  the  following  reports  were 
received,  viz. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  from  the  committee 
on  public  lauds,  reported,  without  amendment, 
senale  bills  lo  create  a new  land  office  in  Hie  slate 
of  Mississippi,  and  for  the  relief  of  Jane  Waller.  Mr. 
Chapman,  from  the  same  committee,  reported,  with 
amendment,  the  senate  bill  for  the  rebel' of  William 
Jones.  Mr.  Casey,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported, without  amendment,  senate  bill  fcr  the  relief 
of  Isabella  Hill  and  Ihe  minor  heirs,  &c.  of  Samuel 
Hill.  Mr.  Lincoln,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported, vvilhout  amendment,  senale  bills  lo  relinquish 
lo  the  slate  of  Mississippi  Ihe  two  per  cent,  fund 
reserved  by'  the  act  for  the  admission  into  the  union, 
to  be  applied  to  the  making  ol  a road  or  roads  lead- 
ing to  said  state.  Also,  for  the  relief  of  Alvarez 
Fisk  and  the  legal  representatiues  of  Thomas  P. 
Eskridge. 

Senale  bill  lo  change  the  location  of  the  office  of 
surveyor  general  of  the  district  composed  of  Ohio, 
Indiana,  and  Michigan,  and  for  other  purposes,  was 
reported  from  tne  coinmillee  on  public  lands,  with 
an  amendment,  changing  the  location  of  Ihe  office  from 
St.  Joseph's  in  Michigan,  to  Michigan  city. 

Mr.  Duncan  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 
Lost.  Mr.  Crary  opposed  the  an  endrnent.  Mr. 
Boon  demanded  the  yeas  and  na\ s.  Mr.  Duncan 
moved  to  postpone  the  consideration  ot  the  bill  lo 
Monday  next,  and  moved  a call  of  the  house.  The 
call  was  refused,  and  the  motion  negatived.  The 
amendment  was  concurred  in:  Ayes  83,  n es  47. 
Mr.  Harlan  demanded  Ihe  previous  question.  The 
demand  was  seconded,  and  the  previous  question 
put  and  carried.  The  bill  w’as  ordered  to  a third 
reading,  read  a third  lime,  and  passed.  On  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  John  Brahan,  late  receiver  at  Hunts- 
ville, a discussion  of  much  animation  took  place. 
The  bill  was  advocated  by  Messrs.  Martin  and  Chap- 
man, of  Alabama,  and  warmly  opposed  by  Mr. 
Wise  and  Mr.  W.  Thompson.  Mi.  E.  Whittlesey 
made  a statement  of  the  tacts  of  Hie  case,  and  the 
grounds  on  which  the  committee  of  claims  had  re- 
ported against  the  bill  some  years  ago.  Mr.  Lin- 
coln made  a counter  statement  as  to  the  facts,  and 
warmly  advocated  the  bill.  Mr.  Whittlesey  moved 
that  it  be  referred  to  a committee  of  the  whole,  ami- 
take  the  ordinary  course.  Mr.  Lincoln  warmly  op- 


posed this,  as  did  tlie  Alabama  members.  Mr.  W. 
Thompson  again  opposed  l lie  bill  as  one  of  tlie  fruils 
of  a sub-tieasmy  system,  and  a sample  ol  a multi- 
tude ot  casts  that  might  be  expected.  Mr.  Howard, 
thuugh  indifferent  as  to  the  late  ot  the  bill,  was 
somewhat  indignant  at  an  attempt  to  give  it  prece- 
dence over  sixly  other  bills  which  stood  before  it  on 
Hie  calendar.  He  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table; 
which  moiion  prevailed.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Ather- 
ton, the  committee  of  ways  and  means  were  dis- 
charged from  Hie  petition  of  Joseph  Han  is  ami  Win. 
Lanphier.  Mr.  Whittlesey,  ot  Ohio,  lroui  the  com- 
mittee of  claims,  reported  against  senate  bill  to  pro- 
vide for  the  uniform  payment  lor  horses  lost  in  tlie 
military  service  ol  the  l nited  Slates,  and  bills  for 
the  relief  of  John  M Hernandez,  Woodbuine  Pot- 
ter, and  John  L.  McCarty.  Mr.  Stuart,  from  the 
same  committee,  reported  a bill  lor  the  relief  of 
James  Tongue.  Mr.  WilTams,  ol  New  Hampshire, 
from  the  same  committee,  reported  against  tlie  pe- 
tition of  Thomas  D.  Morrison.  Mr.  Phillips,  from 
the  committee  on  commerce,  repotted,  with  amend- 
ments, senate  bill  making  appropriations  lor  light- 
houses, beacon-lights,  &c.  Sic  ; and  against  senate 
bill  to  itivide  the  slate  of  Delaware  into  iwo  collec- 
tion districts.  Also,  Bills  lor  Hie  relief  of  the  as- 
signees of  Jacob  Clements,  Jacob  Gaiencia,  and 
Smith  and  Town. 

Mr.  Boon,  from  the  committee  on  public  lands, 
reported,  with  an  amendment,  senate  bill  lor  the 
benefit  of  the  Mount  Carmel  and  New  Albany  lail- 
road  company,  in  Indiana. 

Mr.  Tulaud.  lroui  1 lie  committee  on  commerce, 
made  a report  upon  the  subject  of  tlie  erection  of  a 
breakwat*  r on  Crow  Shoal,  at  Cape  May  roads,  in 
Delaware  bay. 

Mr.  Cushman,  from  Ihe  same  committee,  reported, 
without  amendment,  senate  but  lo  exempt  from  duty 
coal  on  board  ot  steamboats  in  any  part  ol  the 
United  Stales.  The  said  bill  w as  ordered  lo  a third 
reading,  amt  read  a third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary, 
moved  to  discharge  tlie  committee  of  the  whole  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  from  the  senate 
to  prohibit  the  re-issue  of  the  notes  ol  a corporation 
whose  charter  had  expired,  that  it  might  he  brought 
into  the  house  and  acted  on. 

Mr.  Garland,  ot  Louisiana,  and  Mr.  Wise  ob- 
jecting. Mr.  Thomas  explained.  Unless  the  course 
which  lie  had  proposed  was  taken;  there  was  a pro- 
bability that  tiie  bill  would  be  overlaid  and  lost  If 
a majority  of  the  house  wished  the  bill  to  pass,  they 
would  vote  lor  the  motion.  Mr.  Wise  contended 
that  when  the  judiciary  committee  had  reported  ibis 
bill,  and  moved  ils  reference  to  a committee  of  the 
whole  on  tiie  stale  of  the  union,  their  jurisdiction 
over  the  bdl  ceased,  and  they  had  no  right,  as  a com- 
mittee, to  make  the  present  moiion.  The  Speaker 
pronounced  the  motion  in  order.  It  was  conibima- 
ble  to  the  ordinary  usage  of  Hie  house.  Mr.  Mc- 
Kennan  remoustiated.  If  this  subject  was  to  be 
taken  up,  it  must  necessarily  postpone  all  other 
business,  as  it  would  inevitably  lead  to  much  dis- 
cussion. Mr.  Stanley  advised  Mr.  Thomas,  accord- 
ing to  Iiis  own  doctrine  laid  down  a lew  days  since, 
lo  wait  and  make  his  appeal  to  the  people.  In  tlie 
meanwhile,  he  would  move  to  lay  his  motion  on  the 
table;  and  on  this  lie  demanded  the  yeas  and  nay  s. 
They  were  taken  and  resulted  as  follows:  Yeas  79, 
nays  93.  So  tlie  house  refused  lo  lay  tlie  moiion  on 
the  table.  Mr.  Mercer  moved  lo  postpone  the  mo- 
tion until  to-morrow.  Lost:  Ayes  77,  uoes  88. 

Mr.  Curtis  moved  a call  of  Hie  house.  Mr.  Mitchell 
demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordeied, 
and  resulted:  Yeas  84,  nay  s 96.  So  the  house  re- 
fused to  or  er  the  call. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  discharging  the 
committee  of  the  w hole  on  Ihe  state  of  the  union 
from  the  further  cuslody  of  the  bill,  and  bringing  it 
now  into  the  house  for  action,  and  decided  in  Hie  af- 
firmative by  yeas  and  nay’s:  Yeas  1U0  nays  93.  Mr. 
Parris,  of  Maine,  instantly  rose,  and  demanded  the 
previous  question.  Mr  Prentiss,  of  Miss.,  made  a 
question  of  order.  Could  tlie  previous  question  be 
moved  before  tiie  question  pending  was  stated  and 
put  lo  tiie  house?  The  Chair  replied  in  Hie  nega- 
tive, and  pronounced  the  motion  ol  Mr.  Parris  to  be 
out  of  order.  Mr.  Prentiss  then  took  tlie  floor,  and 
w'ith  great  animation  opposed  the  bill,  commenting 
with  severity  oil  its  introduction  at  this  lale  moment, 
and  the  preconceited  movement  (which,  owing  to 
the  awkwardness  of  the  instrument,  had  fortunately 
failed)  to  force  it  through  the  house  without  a mo- 
ment's discussion.  He  pronounced  the  hill  to  be 
the  last  struggle  of  the  sub-treasury  scheme,  tiie 
last  fair  on  its  hide,  the  last  puppy  of  tlie  litter,  the 
ruinp^ef  the  siib-treasury-bill.  That  bill  itsdfl.ad 
been  dead,  dead,  dead  and  buried,  and  the  locoloco 
worms  were  feeding  luxuriously  upon  it.  This  bill 
was  of  the  same  family:  let  it  go  down,  and  be 
gathered  to  its  lathers  He  contended  that  the  bill 
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was  absurd,  inasmuch  as  it  was  directed  against  that 
which  had  uo  longer  any  existence.  The  United 
Slates  B ink  was  dead;  it  now  had  neither  soul  nor 
body  to  be  punished.  But  if  the  bill  was  meant  to 
punish  the  P nnsylvania  bank,  this  government  had 
no  jurisdiction  in  the  case.  He  made  an  earnest  ap 
peal,  on  this  point,  to  the  advocates  of  state  rights 
doctrine,  calling  them  to  the  rescue.  If  the  govern- 
ment could  punish  one  state  corporation,  it  might 
another,  and  so  no  state  bank  or  state  institution  of 
any  kind  was  safe.  As  to  the  old  dead  bank,  lie  be- 
lieved (here  were  many  around  him  who  would 
gladly  turn  resurrectionists,  dig  up  tile  dead  body, 
turn  that  hall  into  a dissecting  room,  and  never  lay 
down  the  scalpel  till  every  muscle,  tendon,  artery, 
vein  and  nerve  had  been  laid  bare,  and  neither  form 
nor  substance  left. 

Mr.  Caskim.il  called  Mr  Prentiss  to  order.  Mr. 
Prentiss  demanded  that  his  words,  to  which  excep- 
tion was  taken,  should  be  taken  down.  The  Chair 
decided  that  lie  was  not  out  of  order. 

Mr.  P.  then  proceeded  in  a still  warmer  strain,  al 
lnded  to  the  irritability  of  conscience  of  gentlemen, 
which  obscured  their  notions  of  on!  t,  &e.  H » con- 
tended that  the  bill  must  b;  practically  in  operation. 

0 i whom  was  it  to  act?  on  Mr.  Biddle?  Well,  if 
they  seized  him  for  issuing  these  notes,  and  brought 
him  before  the  house  to  answer,  1 1 is  first  plea  would 
be  to  the  jurisdiction,  and  he  would  contend  that  he 
was  amenable  to  the  penal  laws  of  li is  own  slate 
alone.  Congress  had  not  chartered  his  bank,  and 
bail  no  cognizance  of  it  or  him.  Had  the  govern- 
ment furnished  the  people  with  so  good  a currency 
that  they  wanted  to  take  away  these  last  remnants 
ot  what  was  left  them?  It  had  been  studying  the 
mysteries  of  the  black  art,  and  trying  to  make  gold 
as  pl  uitv  as  paving  stones;  but,  like  the  alchymlsts, 
it  had  succeeded  only  in  causing  what  the  country 
had  to  go  oil' in  the  fumes  of  its  alembic. 

H - here  g ive  some  ludicrous  illustrations  of  the 
scarcity  of  gold  and  silver  at  the  south,  which  pro 
duced  much  merriment  in  a part  of  the  house.  He 
com  nented  with  severity  on  the  plea  that  the  go- 
vern nent  wuis  opnosed  to  the  reissue  of  the  fives  of 
the  good  old  bank  as  being  immoral;  and,  still  more, 
on  the  bill  as  a measure  of  economy.  The  great  ad- 
ministration whale  had  been  harpooned  to  death, 
and  was  now  in  its  dying  flurry;  he  w'as  for  hacking 
the  boats  a little,  and  enjoying  the  spectacle  of  its 
flounces  and  plunges  while  it  kept  the  whole  sea  in 
a loam.  Ibis  bill  was  one  ot  the  last  blows  of  its 
tail.  As  to  these  five-dollar  bills,  the  people  were 
tile  best  judges  whether  they  were  good  money  or 
nol;  it  not,  they  would  not  take  them,  and  the  bank 
would  issue  no  more  ol  them,  and  so  the  bill  was 
needless.  If  the  bills  were  good  money,  and  the 
people  liked  it  and  wanted  it,  then  the  bill  made  war 
on  the  wishes  of  the  people;  and  as  to  the  sin  of  the 
matter,  they  did  not  need  that  the  government  should 
act  as  chancellor,  to  take  cure  of  their  conscience. 
Would  the  great  Virginia  state-righls,  strict  con- 
struction gentlemen  sutler  a bill  lo  pass  which  made 
so  flagrant  an  attack  on  the  rights  of  the  citizens  of 
an  independent  state?  Would  the  gentlemen  from 
Pennsylvania  stand  tamely  by  and  witness  such  an 
insult  to  their  state  sovereignty?  This  bill  forbade 
one  of  their  banks  to  issue  a certain  description  of 
bills.  Now,  suppose  the  legislature  of  Pennsylva- 
nia should  direct  and  require  the  bank  to  issue  that 
very  kind  of  bills;  whose  will  was  to  be  law?  Must 
the  state  go  down?  Must  she  knuckle?  Must  she 
see  her  citizens  punished  tor  obeying  her  laws?  Mr. 
P.  was  comparing  the  bill  to  Satan  wading  through 
chaos,  when  he  gave  way  to  a motion  made  by  Mr. 
Stanley  to  adjourn. 

On  ibis  motion  Mr.  Bronson  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays,  which  were  ordered.  Mr.  Adams  inq  lired 

01  the  cuair  whether,  it  the  house  should  refuse  to 
adjourn,  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi  would  lose 
his  right  to  the  floor?  The  Chair  replied  that,  in 
strictness,  he  would;  by  courtesy,  however,  it  had 
been  miitsu.il  to  allow  a gentleman,  in  such  circum- 
stances, to  retain  the  floor.  He  had  no  right  lo  it 
und-r  toe  rules. 

Mr-  A lams  made  a point  of  order. 

The  Chair  said  this  was  out  of  order,  pending  a 
motion  lo  adjourn.  The  yeas  and  nays  were  taken 
on  die  question  ot  adjournment,  arid  resulted  as  fol- 
io vs:  Yeas  16,  nays  142.  So  the  house  refused  to 
adjourn, 

Mr.  Adams  now  made  his  point  of  order.  He 
said  it  ha  t been  decided  by  (lie  bouse  that  this  bill 
was  to  be  rammed  down  the  throats  of  the  minority 
without  any  discussion,  and  now  the  gentleman 
from  Mississippi  was  presuming  to  discuss  it.  He 
wanted  to  know  il  the  geiitlem  in  was  in  order. — 
[Laughter.] 

The  Chair  required  Mr.  Adams  to  reduce  his 
question  of  order  to  writing. 

Mr.  A.  did  so,  and  ottered  it  in  the  following 
form:  ° 


‘Tt  having  been  determined  by  a majority  of  tli 
members  of  this  house  that  this  bill,  a highly  penal 
lull,  subjecting  (be  citizens  of  the  United  S ates  to 
fine  and  imprisonment,  should  be  passed  by  the 
operation  of  the  previous  question,  without  debate 
or  discussion,  is  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi 
(Mr.  Prentiss)  in  order  in  obtaining  the  floor,  and 
consuming  the  time  of  the  house,  against  the  sense 
and  intention  of  a majority  of  said  members?”. 

The  Chair  decided  (hat  Mr.  Prentiss  was  in  order. 
Mr.  Adams  inquired  whether  his  question  and  the 
speaker’s  decision  would  be  entered  on  the  journal. 
The  Chair  replied  in  the  affirmative.  Mr.  Prentiss 
obtained  the  floor,  and  went  on  with  increased  ani- 
mation, expressing  his  joy  that  he  had  roused  the 
game,  and  called  up  the  hunters,  and  that  the  noble 
bounds  stood  on  every  side  straining  in  their  slips, 
and  ready  to  spring. 

Mr.  P.  spoke  a good  deal  too  fast  for  ns  to  report 
him.  He  compared  the  old  currency,  before  the  ex- 
periment, to  the  bread  ol  the  people;  this  the  ad- 
ministration bad  taken  away,  and  given  them  a 
stone.  But,  not  satisfied  with  this,  they  now  envied 
them  their  little  ginger-cakes  of  these  poor  five  dol- 
lar bills,  (that  were  as  good  as  gold,  and  better, ) and 
wanted  to  take  this  last  remnant  of  tile  good  times 
away.  It,  was  cruel.  It  was  monstrous.  He  could 
not  but  lancy  that  lie  heard  in  the  language  of  this 
bill  the  last  growls  of  the  old  Tennessee  lion.  How 
would  it  make  his  eyes  flash  and  lighten,  lo  witness 
tins  last  attack  on  Biddle  and  Biddle’s  hank!  It 
would  awaken  the  ‘•gaudia  cerlaimnis,”  the  old 
long-loved  joys  of  the  fight,  and  be  almost  equal  to 
a glance  at  the  field  of  New  Orleans. 

This  administration  had  tried  to  wield  his  armor, 
but  ttiey  might  as  well  take  David’s  comse,  and 
put  il  off,  foi  it  was  too  heavy  lor  them.  They 
w anted  to  play  the  part  of  Sampson,  but  they  seized 
hold  on  the  strong  pillars  of  the  state  alter  their 
locks  were  shorn.  It  was  vain  to  strive  against 
the  will  and  wants  of  the  people.  The  govern- 
ment might  as  well  attempt  to  enforce  an  assize  of 
bread  as  to  control  the  bills  of  state  banks.  He  ap- 
pealed to  the  compassion  of  gentlemen.  He  hoped, 
if  they  had  any  thing  of  the  milk  of  human  kind- 
ness in  them,  they  would  considei  the  state  of  the 
people  of  Mississippi.  When  lately  travelling 
through  the  state,  he  had  discovered  that  the  silver 
ninepences,  that  used  to  be  hung  round  babies’ 
necks  by  a string,  bad  all  been  cut  off  and  useil  up, 
so  that  theinfants  of  Tennessee  could  not  get  one 
of  them  to  cut  their  teeth  upon.  [Loud  laughter.] 
The  administration,  by  this  bill,  were  passing  a tacit 
compliment  on  the  dead  bank;  the  paper  even  of  the 
dead  bank  of  the  U.  S.  was  better  than  the  paper  of 
this  living  government.  The  dead  Percy  was  bet- 
ter than  the  live  Falstatf.  It  was  said  that  when 
great  julep  drinkers  died,  the  mint  was  seen  spring- 
ing on  their  graves:  il  seemed  so  of  this  bank  of 
the  United  States;  though  it  was  dead,  its  money 
still  continued  to  supply  the  people  with  their  best 
currency.  Mr.  P.  continued  to  speak  with  great 
earnestness  for  some  time  longer,  when  he  resumed 
his  seat,  and  was  followed  by 

Mr.  1 Vise,  who,  after  a discursive  preamble,  in 
which  he  glanced  at  various  matters  and  things 
connected  with  the  policy  and  practice  of  the  ad- 
ministration, set  himself  to  work  to  dissect  the  bill, 
going  through  i‘s  provisions  seriatim.  On  first  rising 
he  said  that  if  he  could  have  a clear  understanding 
that  the  house  would  now,  without  further  discus- 
sion, or  calling  of  the  previous  question,  give  a 
vote  on  the  bill,  he  would,  with  that  view,  move 
that  the  bill  do  lie  on  the  table.  Much  noise  and 
confusion  ensued.  Some  cried  “agreed!”  Others 
“no,  uo.”  Others  “go  on.” 

Mr.  Adams,  deeming  the  bill  too  important  to 
pass  without  deliberate  discussion,  wished  to  make 
a motion  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause.  Mr. 
Wise,  however,  concluded  not  to  resign,  the  floor, 
and  avowed  his  resolution  to  speak  till  he  had  de- 
stroyed every  bill  which  would  otherwise  go  to  the 
senate,  unless  the  advocates  of  the  bill  would  give 
up  their  purpose  ofrushingsueh  a measure  through 
the  house  at  this  hour  of  the  session. 

Some  cried  “very  well— go  on  and  do  it.” 

Mr.  Thomas  explained  about  the  postponement 
of  his  motion  to  so  late  a moment.  He  had  been 
urged  to  make  it  ear  lier,  but  bis  reply  was;  that  the 
house  could  take  this  up  after  it  had  despatched  the 
senate  hills,  See. 

Mr.  Naylor  rose,  and  with  great  warmth  exclaim- 
ed this  is  no  explanation.  [Cries  of  order,  orderll 
I am  a Pennsylvanian,  [order!]  and  1 will  not  sit 
tamely  here  and  see  her  institutions  stabbed  to  the 
heart.  [The  cries  of  order  and  the  confusion  in 
the  house  were  increasing,  when  th“  speaker  or- 
dered Mr.  N.  to  take  his  seat.]  Mr.  Wise  then 
proceeded,  comparing  the  proceedings  of  the 
house  lo  the  game  of  “catch-w  ho-catch-can,”  and 
characterized  the  bill  as  the  last  grapple  of  the 


administration  tor  the  purse  strings  ol  tile  people. 
He  said  he  should  go  on  and  speak  till  morning,  if 
necessary,  or  to  the  end  of  the  session,  il  his 
strength  would  hold  out.  They  should  loose  this 
bill  belore  they  got  another  still  more  needful  to 
them  through  the  house. 

Mr.  Cn mbreleng.  And  who  will  slitter? 

Mr.  Wise  expressed  great  indignation  at  this  at- 
tempt to  force  a measure  by  thieatening  the  sutler- 
ing  of  the  nation;  but  warned  Mr.  C.  that  tiis  vic- 
tim was  not  within  the  reach  of  his  spring.  There 
remained  a hill  behind,  a money  bill,  on  which  the 
house  had  still  a hold;  and  lie  trusted  they  would 
resort  to  the  stronghohl  of  their  Saxon  ancestors, 
and  withhold  the  supplies  until  their  tyrants  let  go 
their  grasp.  The  administration  would  yet  have  to 
come  to  the  house  as  suppliants  before  ihe  session 
elapsed,  or  they  could  not  kepp  their  wheels  agoing 
for  ninety  days.  The  very  measure  which  the 
chairman  had  so  earnestly  deprecated,  and  about 
the  evils  of  which  he  had  uttered  such  doleful  pre- 
dictions. as  throwing  the  government  into  the  hands 
of  Nick  Biddle,  &tc.,  that  very  measure  was  now 
his  only  hope:  and  the  gentlemen  would  come  beg- 
ging the  house  to  adopt  it  as  a last  resort,  viz.  the 
sale  of  Ihe  United  States  Bank  stock.  He  then 
went  into  the  analysis  of  Ihe  bill,  and  continued  to 
speak  against  it  with  great  vehemence  till  half  past 
8 o’clock;  when  he  gave  way  for  a motion  by  Mr. 
Jenifer  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Prentiss  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  but  the 
house  refused  to  order  them:  Ayes  17,  noes  73. 
No  quorum.  The  question  on  adjournment  was 
taken  by  tellers;  when  the  ayes  being  but  42,  the 
motion  was  abandoned. 

Mr.  Wise  was  about  to  proceed,  vvlipn  Mr.  Tay- 
lor Webster  insisted  on  the  rule  which  forbids  a 
member  to  sppak  more  than  once  oil  the  same  ques- 
tion without  leave. 

The  Chair,  said  if  a gentleman’ yielded  Ihe  floor 
for  amotion  to  adjourn,  he  could  not,  in  strictness, 
retain  any  right  to  resume  it  after  that  question 
should  be  decided  in  the  negative:  but  if  he  then 
first  addressed  the  chair,  (as  Mr.  W.  had  now  done,) 
he  was  entitled  to  proceed. 

Mr.  Wise  thanked  the  speaker  for  the  decision,  and 
commented,  with  some  severity,  on  such  an  at- 
tempt to  violate  a practice  established  by  a courtesy 
of  the  house  for  forty -nine  years.  He  w as  happy  to 
find  that  he  was  stili  among  gentlemen.  He  then 
proceeded  in  his  dissection  of  the  bill,  taking 
various  grounds  of  exception  to  it,  but  the  reporter 
was  loo  much  exhausted  to  be  able  to  secure  a 
minute  report  of  the  speech. 

Mr.  Jenifer  next  addressed  the  house,  comment- 
ing with  great  severity  not  only  on  the  hill,  but  on 
the  course  of  the  administration  generally,  ils  in- 
fluence over  the  house,  the  rewards  ot  favorites,  es- 
pecially of  such  as  had  been  discarded  by  the  pro- 
pie:  alluding  in  terms  which  could  scarcely  be  mis- 
understood, and.  in  some  cases,  by  name,  to  those 
not  now  members  of  either  house,  but  who  held  of- 
fice as  a recompense  for  votes  given,  See.  (A  full 
report  of  Mr.  J.’s  remarks  will  be  given  hereafter.) 
Mr.  J.  spoke  till  half  past  10;  when 

Mr.  Andrews,  of  New  York,  moved  the  previous 
question.  Mr.  Sergeant,  of  Pennsy  Ivania,  appealed 
to  him  to  withdraw  the  motion,  but  in  vain.  Mr. 
Martin  moved  a call  of  the  house,  and  demanded 
the  yeas  and  nays,  but  subsequently  withdrew  that 
demand;  which  was  immediately  renewed  by  Mr. 
Robertson. 

Mr.  McKennan  made  an  appeal  fo  Mr.  Andrews 
to  withdraw  bis  call;  but  with  no  belter  success 
than  Mr.  Sergeant.  Mr.  Duncan  called  him  to 
ordpr. 

Mr.  Naylor,  amidst  the  cries  of  order!  order!  and 
much  noise,  made  the  same  appeal.  The  Speaker 
ordered  Mr.  N.  to  take  his  seat. 

The  motion- for  a call  of  the  house  was  negatived 
by  yeas  and  nays:  Yeas  54,  nays  115. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  put,  and 
carried;  and  the  main  question  being  on  the  engross- 
ment  of  the  bill,  it  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays 
as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs!  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Banks,  Beatty.  Beirne,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Brod- 
liead,  Camhreleng,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chapman, 
Cleveland.  Coles  Connor,  Crarv,  Cushman,  Davee, 
DeGra/f.  Duncan.  Edwards,  Elmore,  Farrington, 
Fairfield.  Fry,  Gallup,  J.  Garland,  Grantland,  Giay, 
Griffin.  Haley,  Hammond,  Hawkins,  Hoif,  lion- 
kins,  Howard,  Hubley.  W.  H.  Hunter.  T.  B.  Jack- 
son.  J.  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  J.  W.  Jones,  Keiin, 
Kemble,  Klingensinith,  Leadbetter,  Lewis.  Martin, 
McKay,  R.  McClellan,  A.  McClellan,  McClure, 
Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore.  Morgan,  S.  W.  Mor- 
ris, Noble,  Palmer.  Parker,  Parmenter.  Parris,  Payn- 
tpr.  Petrikin,  Phplps,  Pratt,  John  H.  Prentiss, 
Reily,  Rives,  Shelter,  Spencer,  Stuart,  Taylor, 
Thomas,  Titus,  Towns,  Turney,  Yail,  Vanderveer, 


332 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— JULY  21,  1838— CONGRESS. 


Wagener,  Webster,  Weeks,  T.  T.  Whittlesey,  J. 
W.  Williams,  Worthington,  Yell — 87 

NAYS — Messrs.  Alexander,  Heman  Allen,  Ay- 
crigg,  Bell,  Bond,  Briggs,  W.  B.  Campbell,  Cham- 
bers, Cheatham,  Corwin,  Cranston,  Darlington, 
Dawson,  Davies,  Dennis,  Dromgoole,  Dunn,  Evans, 
Everett,  Ewing,  Fillmore,  R.  Garland,  Goode,  J. 
Graham,  Greunell,  Hall,  Halsted,  Harlan,  Harper, 
Hawes,  Henry,  Herod,  Hotfman,  Jenifer,  W.  C. 
Johnson,  Kennedy,  Legare,  Lincoln,  J.  M.  Mason, 
S.  Mason,  Maury,  McKennan,  Menefee,  Mercer, 
Milligan,  Mitchell,  Calvary  Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes, 
Ogle,  Patterson,  Pearce,  Peck,  Phillips,  Potts,  S. 
S.  Prentiss,  Rariden,  Randolph,  Ridgway,  Robert- 
son, Robinson,  Russell,  Sergeant,  Slade,  Southgate, 
Stanly,  Stratton,  Taliaferro,  Tillinghast,  Toland, 
Albert  S.  White,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  Lewis  Wil- 
iams, Joseph  L.  Williams,  C.  H.  Williams,  Wise, 
Word,  Yorke — 79. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  its  third  reading:  and 
having  been  read  a third  time  by  its  title,  and  the 
quasi  ion  being  on  its  passage — 

Mr.  Connor  moved  the  previous  question.  Mr. 
Wise  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  seconding  it: 
but  they  were  again  refused.  The  motion  was  se- 
conded: the  previous  question  was  then  put  and 
carried;  and  the  bill  was  passed.  Mr.  Wise  gave 
notice  of  a motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  just  taken, 
(he  having  voted  in  the  affirmative  with  this  in- 
tent.) 

A motion  to  adjourn  was  made  and  negatived: 
Ayes  70,  tioes  85. 

Mr.  Parker  now  moved  a reconsideration,  and 
demanded  the  previous  question,  which  was  se- 
conded, put,  and  carried;  and  the  main  question 
being  on  reconsidering,  it  was  negatived  without  a 
count. 

The  house  then,  at  half  past  11  o’clock,  ad- 
journed. 

S Uurday,July7.  Mr.  Mams  resumed  the  floor  in 
support  of  his  amendment  on  the  subject  of  Texas, 
and  continued  to  occupy  the  morning  hour  till  it  ex- 
pired. He  was  in  that  part  of  his  argument  in  which 
he  charges  on  the  last  and  present  administrations 
a course  of  duplicity  and  hostility  in  regard  to  Mex- 
ico, and  a covert  design  from  the  beginning  to  wrest 
from  her  the  province  of  Texas.  In  illustration  of 
this  position  he  read  several  documents,  and  in  par- 
ticular a letter  from  president  Jackson  to  Mr.  Ful- 
ton, now  of  the  senate,  proving  that  he  was  at  the 
time  it  was  written  (Dec.  10,  1830)  fully  apprized 
of  the  existence  of  a secret  conspiracy,  with  gov. 
Houston  at  its  head,  to  elfect  this  object,  and  was 
utterly  hostile  to  its  accomplishment.  The  reading 
of  this  letter  was  listened  to  with  profound  atten- 
tion. Mr.  A.  had  not  finished  his  remarks  when  the 
morning  hour  expired. 

Mr.  Howard  suggested  that  the  rules  be  suspend- 
ed for  the  reception  of  reports  from  committees, 
which  was  done  by  general  consent,  when  several 
reports  were  made. 

Mr.  Dromgoole  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  to 
enable  him  to  move  that,  immediately  after  recess, 
Mr.  Ada:n3  be  allowed  to  proceed  and  conclude  his 
remarks,  and  that  time  be  afforded  for  a reply,  and 
on  this  motion  he  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  but  the 
house  refused  to  order  them,  and  then  refused  to 
suspend  the  rules. 

The  senate  bill  supplementary  to  the  army  bill 
was  reported  by  the  military  committee  with  cer- 
tain amendments. 

After  some  debate  concerning  the  amendments 
between  Messrs.  Ewing , McKay,  and  Mercer, 

Mr.  Garland,  of  Louisiana,  moved  the  previous 
question,  which  was  seconded,  put,  and  carried, 
and  the  bill  was  then  passed. 

Mr.  Howard  called  up  the  motion  made  by  Mr. 
Robertson,  of  Virginia,  yesterday,  to  reconsider  the 
vote  laying  on  the  table  a motion  to  print  the  docu- 
ments accompanying  the  president’s  message  in  re- 
lation to  the  correspondence  between  this  govern- 
ment and  that  of  Mexico. 

^_The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  H.  disclaimed  all  wish  to  suppress  any  pari 
of  this  correspondence  which  was  of  any  import- 
ance, his  object  having  been  merely  to  avoid  the 
expense  of  printing  a vast  mass  ot  what  was  ol  no 
moment  to  the  subject.  He  had  not  the  remotest 
desire  to  prevent  the  fullest  and  freest  inquiry.  He 
desired  not  to  be  on  the  committee. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  Robertson  and 
Everett,  Mr.  Robertson’s  resolution  for  referring  the 
papers  to  a committee  of  three,  to  select  such  as 
should  be  printed,  prevailed;  and  Messis.  Robert- 
son, Everett,  and  Crary  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Robertson  moved  the  consideration  of  the  re- 
solutions moved  by  him  calling  for  information  on 
the  subject  of  fraudulent  combinations  and  conspi- 
racies to  keep  down  the  price  of  public  lands. 

The  rules  were  suspended,  and  the  resolutions 


adopted  ; but  the  motion  was  subsequently  recon- 
sidered, and  the  resolutions  modified  by  leaving  out 
certain  expressions,  to  which  Mr.  Cushing  strenu- 
ously objected,  and  substituting  others,  when  the 
resolutions,  as  modified,  were  agreed  to. 

The  house  then  took  up  the  senate  bills. 

The  bill  under  consideration  yesterday,  supple- 
mentary to  the  act  for  the  appointment  of  commis- 
sioners to  adjust  the  claims  to  reservations  under 
the  14th  article  of  the  treaty  of  1830  with  the  Choc- 
taw Indians,  was  again  taken  up,  and  debated  at 
length  by  Messrs.  Wise,  Lyon,  W.  C.  Johnson,  and 
Lewis  ; when,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  it  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  to  confirm  certain  purchases  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  under  the  act  of  the  19th  June,  1834,  was 
taken  up,  debated  by  Messrs.  Prentiss,  Johnson,  and 
Lyon,  and,  having  been  amended  so  as  to  allow  time 
for  inquiry,  was  passed. 

Tile  following  senate  bills  were  passed  with  little 
or  no  debate,  viz. 

An  act  to  authorize  Charles  Day,  of  Macon,  and 
James  R.  Potts,  of  Columbus,  Georgia,  to  import 
free  of  duties  two  iron  steamboats,  &c. 

An  act  to  refund  to  the  Geoigia  Railroad  and 
Banking  Company  certain  duties  paid  upon  railroad 
iron. 

An  act  to  refund  certain  duties  upon  railroad 
iron,  paid  by  the  New  York  and  Harlem  Railroad 
Company. 

The  bill  to  restrict  the  circulation  of  small  notes 
as  a currency  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  came  up 
next  in  order;  but,  before  any  action  was  had  upon 
it,  the  hour  of  recess  arrived,  and 

The  house  took  the  ordinary  recess. 

EVENING  SESSION. 

An  act  relating  to  restricting  the  circulation  of 
small  notes  as  a currency  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia. This  pending  question  being  taken  up  after 
the  rpcess, 

Mr.  Thomas  made  some  remarks  in  favor  of  the 
bill,  and  moved  to  strike  out  “ April  next,”  as  the 
time  after  which  small  notes  are  not  to  be  issued, 
and  insert  “ August  next.” 

Mr.  R.  Garland  was  opposed  to  the  occupation 
of  another  evening  session  by  the  penal  bills  of  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Thomas.)  The 
last  evening  had  been  so  spent,  and  that,  Mr.  G. 
thought  was  enough;  he  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on 
the  table  ; and  asked  the  yeas  and  nays.  Ordered. 
Mr.  Mercer  requested  that  the  speaker  would  as- 
certain if  there  was  a quorum  present.  The  Spea- 
ker counted,  and  ascertained  that  there  were  112 
members  present.  Mr.  Mercer  asked  a call  of  the 
house.  Refused.  A reconsideration  of  this  vote 
was  next  asked.  Decided  in  the  affirmative  : Ayes 
51,  noes  45.  The  house  again  refused  the  call, 
The  Speaker  again  counted  the  house;  there  was 
exactly  a quorum  (122)  of  members  present.  The 
question  was  then  put  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Gar- 
land, to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  and  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  negalive  by  the  following  vote : Yeas 
54,  nays  74. 

Mr.  Chapman  demanded  the  previous  question, 
which  was  seconded,  and  the  main  question  order- 
ed to  be  put,  Shall  the  bill  be  read  a third  time  ? De- 
cided affirmatively.  When?  Decided  to  be  read  a 
third  time  now.  The  bill  was  then  read,  and  it  was 
passed  as  it  came  from  the  senate. 

This  bill  came  back  from  the  senate,  with  an 
amendment,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  of 
the  whole.  And,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng, 
the  house  went  into  the  committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  moved  to  take  up  senate  bjll  321, 
being  an  act  to  authorize  the  sale  of  certain 
bonds  belonging  to  the  United  States.  Mr.  Mer- 
cer, suggested  that  the  harbor  bill  being  under 
consideration  when  the  committee  rose  before,  that 
bill  had  better  be  taken  up.  Mr.  Cambreleng  thought 
it  would  not  be  in  order,  as  that  bill  was  a house 
bill,  and  the  time  had  passed  for  the  senate  to  re- 
ceive it.  The  Chair  decided  that  the  (new)  har- 
bor bill  was  in  order,  if  the  house  chose  to  act  upon 
it.  Mr.  Whittlesey  suggested  that  the  afternoon 
ought  not  to  be  spent  in  a fruitless  debate  upon 
priority  of  business.  Mr.  Cushman  moved  to  lay 
the  (new)  harbor  bill  aside.  Mr.  Mercer  said  that 
an  amendment  to  it  was  pending.  The  Chair  said 
that  the  question  was  to  strike  out  the  enacting 
clause  of  the  (new)  harbor  bill.  Mr.  Duncan  rose 
to  support  that  motion.  Mr.  Mallory  raised  a point 
ol  order,  that  a motion  to  lav  a bill  aside  in  commit- 
tee was  equivalent  to  laying  it  on  the  table  in  the 
house,  and  was  of  course  now  first  in  order.  Mr. 
Bond  supported  this  view.  Mr.  Mercer,  Mr.  Dun- 
can, and  other  gentlemen,  were  all  addressing  the 
chair  at  the  same  time,  ami  there  was  much  confu- 
sion, and  loud  cries  of  order  ! 

The  Chair  decided  that  the  motion  to  lay  a bill 
aside  was  in  order,  and  now  debateable.  An  ap- 


peal was  taken  from  this  decision.  Mr.  Polk  sup* 
ported  the  decision  of  the  chair. 

The  house  confirmed  that  decision  : and  the  (new) 
harbor  bill  was  laid  aside;  and  the  bill  moved  by 
Mr.  Cambreleng,  as  above,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Wise  asked  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means,  what  change  had  occurred  in  the 
affairs  of  the  country,  to  remove  the  objections  to 
this  measure  which  that  gentleman  had  himself  so 
recently  urged  ? It  had  been  denounced  by  him  as 
a measure  favorable  to  the  schemes  of  Nicholas 
Biddle,  &c. ; and  why  had  it  become  so  great  a fa- 
vorite so  suddenly  ? 

Mr.  Cambreleng  was  opposed,  in  principle,  to 
this  mode  of  making  a loan,  and  had  come  into  the 
measure  reluctantly,  and  only  as  a matter  of  neces- 
sity. This  necessity  arose  from  the  large  amount 
of  appropriations  which  had  been  made  by  this 
congress  already,  and  from  the  probability  that 
the  United  States  Bank  of  Pennsylvania  would 
purchase  up  the  treasury  notes  which  are  to  be  re- 
issued under  the  law  of  congress.  He  hoped  mem- 
bers of  both  parties  would  unite,  and  put  it  in  the 
power  of  government  to  make  use  of  this  stock,  for 
the  purpose  of  meeting  the  appropriations. 

Mr.  Underwood  was  glad  to  see  that  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  was  disposed 
to  regard  this  measure  with  a better  temper  than  at 
the  extra  session,  when  he  had  denounced  it  (offer- 
ed by  members  of  the  opposition)  as  emanating 
from  the  mint  of  Nick  Biddle.  He  had  said  that 
the  effect  of  the  measure  would  be  to  place  the  go- 
vernment in  the  power  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  said  he  thought  so  now;  but  this 
bill  provides  that  these  bonds  may  be  sold  abroad. 

Mr.  Underwood  could  not  see  lhatthe  explanation 
affected  the  argument  at  all.  He  was  glad  to  see 
that  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means  had  shown  that  he  could  change  his  opinions 
to  suit  occasions  and  circumstances,  and  he  (Mr, 
U.)  hoped  that  by  this  time  that  gentleman  w'as 
convinced  that  his  (Mr.  U.’s)  course  at  the  extra 
session  was  not  so  outrageous  as  he  had  then  repre- 
sented it. 

Mr.  Bell  made  some  statements  as  to  the  absence 
or  indefiniteness  of  the  estimates  laid  before  the 
house  as  to  the  actual  state  of  the  treasury,  and  as 
to  the  extent  of  that  necessity  which  was  alleged 
as  the  motive  for  raising  money  by  forcing  the  sale 
of  this  stock.  Since  the  extra  session,  the  question 
had  been  whether  the  wants  of  the  government 
should  be  met  by  issuing  treasury  notes,  or  making 
a loan.  The  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means  had  stated  that  no  loan  was  necessary  ; 
and  that  (he  resources  of  the  government  were  ad- 
equate without  such  an  expedient.  And  now  it 
was  seriously  proposed  by  him  to  resort  to  that  very 
expedient.  Mr.  Bell  then  proceeded  to  examine 
the  evidence  of  the  assertion  made  by  Mr.  Cam- 
breleng,  at  the  extra  session,  that  the  resources  of 
the  government  were  adequate  to  meet  its  wants, 
without  a loan.  He  reminded  the  house  that  this 
stock  had  been  alluded  to  by  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means  as  a part  cf  the  funds 
upon  which  the  issue  of  the  new  treasury  notes  was 
based,  and  that  that  stock  could  not  (if  there  was 
any  thing  in  that  argument,)  be  withdrawn,  in  good 
faith.  He  read  from  Mr.  Cambreleng’s  speeches, 
in  order  to  corroborate  this  allegation  of  inconsis- 
tency. 

Mr.  Pope  said  the  question  was  not  what  this 
member  said,  nor  what  that  member  said,  on  this 
subject  last  fall ; but  whether  the  measure  now  pro- 
posed was  or  was  not  expedient  and  proper  to  be 
adopted  at  this  time.  Is  it  necesaary  to  sell  this 
stock  to  meet  the  current  expenses  of  the  govern- 
ment? That  is  the  true  question  which  wras  now 
to  be  settled.  Nor  was  there  any  need,  in  his  opin- 
ion, of  so  much  talk  about  Biddle  and  the  bank,  in 
connexion  with  this  argument.  Biddle’s  bank  had 
nothing  more  to  do  with  the  treasury  notes  than 
Girard’s  bank,  or  any  other  bank.  All  had  the  same 
opportunity  to  buy  them  up  for  their  interests,  and 
probably  w'ould  do  so,  if  they  pleased.  He  was 
opposed  to  the  sale  of  this  siock,  unless  the  case 
were  clearly  made  out  that  it  was  necessary  to  do 
so.  ' 

Mr.  Wise  said  lhatthe  chairman  of  the  committee 
of  ways  and  means  had  charged,  as  usual,  the  con- 
gress of  the  nation  with  the  bankruptcy  x>f  the  gov- 
ernment; and  now  he  (Mr.  W.)  would  ask  the 
gentleman  if  there  was  any  communication  from 
the  executive  as  to  the  necessity  of  selling  this 
stock  ? 

Mr.  Cambreleng  replied  by  recapitulaing  the  ap- 
propriation bills  that  had  been  already  passed  by 
this  congress,  some  of  which  were  of  a novel  and 
unusual  character;  four  and  a half  millions  of  such 
appropriations  had  been  made  within  ten  days,  and 
of  course  could  not  have  been  contemplated  in  the 
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estimates  upon  which  the  communications  from  the 
treasury  to  congress  were  founded. 

Mr.  Wise  commented  upon  tlie  course  of  the  ad- 
ministration as  to  this  and  kindred  measures,  and 
replied  at  large  to  the  arguments  in  vindication  of 
bringing  forward  this  proposition,  adduced  by  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  aside,  and  ordered  to  be 
reported  to  the  house. 

The  committee  then  took  up  and  acted  upon  the 
following  senate  bills: 

An  act  to  allow  a drawback  on  imported  hemp 
when  manufactured  into  cordage  and  exported. 
On  motion,  laid  aside. 

An  act  to  remit  the  duties  upon  certain  goods 
destroyed  by  fire  at  the  late  conflagration  in  the  city 
of  New  York.  On  the  motion  to  lay  this  bill  aside, 
there  were  ayes  40,  noes  52.  No  quorum. 

Another  count  was  called  for,  and  the  house  be- 
ing counted  again,  there  were  ayes  42,  noes  82.  So 
the  motion  to  lay  the  bill  aside  was  rejected.  The 
bill  was  then  read  at  large  by  the  clerk.  Mr.  Hoff- 
man defended  this  bill  with  great  zeal  and  earnest- 
ness, and  stated  the  circumstances  upon  which  the 
claims  of  the  suiferer3  by  the  New  York  conflagra- 
tion for  the  remission  of  the  duties  upon  the  burnt 
goods  were  based.  He  hoped  it  would  be  acted 
upon  at  once  by  the  house.  Mr.  Petrilcin  would 
not  say  many  words  on  this  subject.  He  was  op- 
posed to  the  bill,  and  would  move  to  strike  out  the 
enacting  clause.-  Mr.  Cushman  was  opposed  to 
the  bill  as  a proposition  *hat  the  United  States  con- 
gress should  resolve  itself  into  an  insurance  office. 
If  this  bill  were  to  be  passed,  the  next  thing  that 
would  be  heard  would  be  a similar  application  for 
relief  from  the  consequences  of  the  recent  confla- 
gration in  Charleston,  South  Carolina.  Mr.  Cam- 
breleng answered  these  objections,  and  showed  the 
distinction  between  the  principle  assumed  by  Mr. 
Cushman,  and  that  on  which  this  bill  was  based. 
He  explained  that  so  far  from  the  monstrous  suras 
being  remitted,  which  Mr.  Cushman  had  stated,  the 
whole  amount  of  such  bonds  was  but  $911,000,  and 
that  the  bill  proposed  a commission  to  inquire  into 
the  title  for  relief  of  claimants  under  the  bill.  He 
defended  the  bill  with  some  particularity,  and  hoped 
that  the  committee  would  report  it  to  the  house. 
Mr.  Underwood  opposed  the  bill:  though,  if  it  were 
modified  in  some  particulars  which  he  suggested,  he 
would  go  for  it.  Mr.  Chambers  would  vote  against 
the  motion  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause;  he 
wished  the  bill  to  be  modified  before  he  could  vote 
for  it.  Mr.  Everett  took  the  same  ground,  and  sent 
an  amendment  to  the  chair,  which  he  should  move 
to  the  bill,  if  the  pending  motion  should  not  prevail. 
Mr.  Curtis  stated  that  the  gentleman  from  New 
Hampshire  had  been  greatly  in  error  as  to  the 
amount  the  bill  would  keep  out  of  the  treasury. 
He  stated  the  effects  to  be  attained  by  this  bill. 
He  was  in  favor  of  Mr.  Everett’s  amendment.  Mr. 
Phillips  hoped  that  the  committee  would  not  strike 
out  the  enacting  clause,  but  would  pass  the  bill 
with  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Everett.  Mr.  Ather- 
ton could  see  no  principle  upon  which  this  bill 
should  be  passed.  Mr.  Reed  said  that  goods  had 
been  imported  to  take  the  place  in  the  market  of 
those  destroyed  by  fire,  and  duties  had  been  paid  on 
them.  The  government  did  not  want  to  collect  the 
duties  twice.  He  could  see  no  principle  upon 
which  this  bill  should  not  be  passed.  Mr  Adams 
contended  that  the  principle  of  the  bill  was  one  of 
mere  justice.  To  collect  the  duties  on  goods  de- 
stroyed under  these  circumstances  would  be  an  act 
of  most  tyrannical  injustice:  and  it  would  be  a dis- 
grace to  the  nation  to  extort  these  duties  from  those 
who  have  already  suffered  so  much. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause  was 
rejected. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Everett  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Chambers  moved  the  addition  of  an  amend- 
ment, of  which  we  could  not  obtain  a copy,  but 
which  made  exceptions  in  case  of  goods  insured. 
Mr.  Curtis  hoped  this  amendment  would  not  be 
adopted.  The  question  of  insurance  had  nothing 
whatever  to  do  with  the  matter.  He  was  proceed- 
ing to  explain  this,  when  he  yielded  to  the  sugges- 
tion of  a member,  and  said  he  would  leave  the 
house  to  vote  upon  the  amendment,  without  further 
discussion.  Mr.  Pope  was  understood  to  be  oppos- 
ed to  the  bill,  as  one  of  dangerous  precedent,  and 
as  extending  to  every  case  of  individual  loss.  Mr. 
Hoffman  said  a word  by  way  of  explanation,  and 
then  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Chambers  was  reject- 
ed. Mr.  Chambers  opposed  the  whole  bill.  There 
was  no  principle  in  it  which  did  not  apply  to  the 
second  purchaser  equally  well  with  the  importer; 
and  it  would  be  an  act  to  put  the  money  of  the  go- 
vernment into  the  pockets  of  individual  merchants. 
A motion  was  made  to  lay  aside  [not  to  report] 
this  bill.  Tellers  were  ordered — Ayes  52,  noes  61. 
So  the  motion  to  lay  the  bill  aside  was  rejected. 


Mr.  Chambers  ottered  another  amendment,  which, 
after  debate,  was  adopted,  and  the  bill  ordered  to 
be  reported  lo  the  house.  Mr.  Sergeant  moved  that 
the  committee  rise.  The  motion  prevailed.  The 
bill  authorizing  the  sale  of  the  bonds  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  was  passed. 

The  New  York  fire  bill,  as  amended,  came  up  in 
order. 

Mr.  Cushman  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table, 
and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  his  motion.  On 
the  question  of  ordering  the  yeas  and  nays,  no  quo- 
rum voted.  After  a while,  the  same  question  was 
again  put,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  on  Mr.  Cushman’s 
motion  (to  lay  on  the  table)  were  ordered.  That 
question  was  decided  in  the  negative  by  the  follow- 
ing vote:  Yeas  53,  nays  87.  So  the  bill  was  not 
laid  on  the  table.  Mr.  Harrison  demanded  the  pre- 
vious question.  Ordered;  put:  Shall  this  bill  pass? 
Carried  in  the  affirmative  without  a count.  So  the 
bill  was  passed. 

Mr.  Sherrod  Williams  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  whereby  the  house  yesterday  laid  on  the  table 
the  bill  from  the  senate  with  regard  to  the  Fal- 
mouth and  Alexandria  Rail  Road  company. 

Mr.  Mallory  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider on  the  table — Ayes  75,  noes  64.  So  the  mo- 
tion to  lay  on  the  table  to  reconsider  prevailed. 

The  harbor  bill  came  back  from  the  senate, 
amended. 

A motion  was  made  to  lay  it  on  the  table,  whitfh 
did  not  prevail.  On  motion,  the  amendments  of  the 
senate  were  referred  to  a committee  of  the  whole. 

The  post  route  bill  came  back  from  the  senate, 
amended. 

The  amendments  as  to  routes  were  first  acted  on, 
and  concurred  in. 

1’hat  making  railroads  post-roads,  and  regulating 
the  cost  of  carrying  the  mails  thereon,  came  next 
in  order.  It  was  amended,  and  then  this  amend- 
ment was  adopted. 

That  proposing  to  strike  out  the  section  going  to 
abolish  the  express  mail  came  next,  and,  pending 
the  same,  Mr.  Hopkins  moved  to  postpone  the  further 
consideration  of  the  bill  until  Monday  next.  Mr. 
Briggs  hoped  the  amendment  would  be  concurred 
in,  and  that  the  motion  to  postpone  would  not  pre- 
vail. After  some  further  discussion  of  this  amend- 
ment, Mr.  Chapman  moved  the  previous  question. 
Ordered.  Put.  And  the  house  concurred  with  the 
senate  in  the  amendment,  striking  out  the  house 
seclion,  abolishing  the  express  mail.  Ayes  82, 
noes  53. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng,  the  house  went 
into  committee  of  the  whole,  (Mr.  McKennan  in 
chair.) 

Mr.  Rice  Garland  hoped  the  committee  w'ould 
proceed  in  order  with  the  calendar  of  bills  before 
them.  Mr.  Cambreleng  moved  to  take  up  the  In- 
dian annuity  bill  as  it  came  back,  amended,  from 
the  senate.  This  motion  prevailed,  and  the  amend- 
ments of  the  senate  were  read. 

Mr.  Everett  moved  an  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ments; which  was  adopted,  and  the  amendments  of 
the  senate  were  concurred  in. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  While,  the  harbor  bill  was 
npxt  taken  up,  and  the  amendments  of  the  senate, 
referred  to  the  committee,  were  read.  Some  of 
them  having  been  read  and  concurred  in,  Mr.  Pe- 
trilcin  hoped  that  the  amendments  would  not  be  con- 
curred in.  The  amendment  of  the  senate,  to  strike 
out  $20,000  for  the  improvement  of  the  Cumber- 
land river,  above  Nashville,  having  been  read,  Mr. 
Sherrod  Williams  moved  to  non  concur,  and  went 
into  a somewhat  lengthened  opposition  to  the  amend- 
ment. Mr.  Underwood  hoped  that  the  house  would 
insist  on  the  clause  proposed  to  be  stricken  out. 
Mr.  Duncan  was  understood  to  favor  the  amend- 
ment of  the  senate.  He  was  going  into  a general 
reply  to  Mr.  Bond’s  speech  upon  retrenchment,' de- 
livered some  time  ago,  when  Mr.  Jenifer  and  Mr. 
Sibley  called  him  to  order  for  irrelevancy.  He  re- 
sumed, and  had  made  some  more  progress  in  the 
same  strain,  when  Mr.  Reed  called  him  to  order  for 
irrelevancy.  Mr.  Duncan  proceeded,  insisted  on 
his  right  to  do  so,  and  seemed  determined  to  do  so. 

A motion  was  made  that  the  gentleman  be  per- 
mitted to  proceed.  The  committee  decided  that  he 
be  not  permitted  to  proceed,  and  Mr.  Duncan  still 
persisted;  at  which  there  were  loud  and  prolonged 
cries  of  order  from  all  parts  ot  the  house.  The 
Chairman.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  will  take 
his  seat.  Mr.  Duncan  resumed  his  spat.  Mr.  Pope 
spoke  in  favor  of  the  clause  in  the  bill  proposed  to 
be  stricken  out  by  the  senate.  He  was  making  an 
allusion  to  something  said  by  Mr.  Duncan,  when 
Mr.  Lincoln  called  him  to  order  for  irrelevancy. 
Mr.  Titus  objected  to  Mr.  Pope’s  proceeding  fur- 
ther, having  been  called  to  order.  Mr.  Pope  would 
not  put  the  committee  to  the  trouble  of  saying  whe- 
thei  or  not  he  was  in  order.  He  resumed  his  seat. 
Mr.  Petrilcin  and  Mr.  Sherrod  Williams  claimed 


the  floor.  Alter  some  eflort,  the  lormer  proceeded, 
but  was  not  heard  by  the  reporter.  He  had  pro- 
ceeded, but  a little  way,  when  Mr.  Harrison  called 
him  to  order.  The  Chair  asked  him  to  reduce  his 
point  of  order  to  w riting.  He  did  so:  and  called 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Petrikin) 
to  order  lor  saying  “the  price  of  t lie  Kentucky  de- 
legation is  $20,000.”  This  the  Chair  decided  out 
of  order,  and  the  committee,  by  a large  vote,  re- 
fused Mr.  Petrikin  leave  to  goon.  Mr.  Duncan 
rose,  but,  having  been  refused  permission  to  pro- 
ceed, objection  was  made  to  his  going  on.  He  said 
he  held  a book  in  his  hand,  [understood  to  be  Mr. 
Bond’s  speech,]  out  of  w hich  he  wished  to  make  a 
speech.  But,  if  the  committee  would  permit  him 
to  write  it  out,  and  call  it  his  speech  in  committee 
of  the  whole,  he  would  desist.  Loud  cries  ol  agreed! 
from  all  quarters  of  the  house  ensued,  and  Mr. 
Duncan  sat  down. 

Mr.  Bond  hoped  that  his  colleague  would  state 
in  such  written  speech  that  it  was  not  delivered  in 
the  presence  of  the  member  to  whom  it  was  a re- 
ply. The  pending  amendment  of  the  senate  was 
then  adopted. 

The  next  amendment  was  a proposition  to  strike 
out  $70,000  for  the  improvement  of  Red  river. 

Mr.  Rice  Garland  opposed  this  amendment.  He 
was  of  opinion  that  it  had  been  adopted  from  a mis- 
apprehension of  the  senate  as  to  the  adequacy  of  a 
former  appropriation  for  the  same  purpose.  Mr. 
Henry  Johnson  earnestly  hoped  the  committee  would 
non  concur  in  the  amendment.  The  amendment 
was,  however,  concurred  in. 

And  the  committee,  on  motion,  rose,  and  reported 
the  bills  acted  on. 

The  Indian  annuity  bill  was  taken  up,  the  amend- 
ments of  the  committee  to  the  senate’s  amend- 
ments concurred  in,  and  the  latter  were  then  adopt- 
ed. 

The  harbor  bill  was  next  taken  up;  and  Mr. 
Sherrod  Williams  proposed  an  amendment  to  the 
amendments  of  the  senate,  which  was  decided  to  be 
out  of  order.  Mr.  Grant  demanded  the  previous 
question;  which  was  ordered  to  be  put.  Mr.  Pope 
would  like  the  question  to  betaken  on  concurrence 
with  the  senate  in  (wo  of  the  amendments.  Order- 
ed. Mr.  Robertson  moved  that  the  hill  do  lie  on  the 
table.  Lost.  The  amendments  proposed  by  the 
senate  were  then  concurred  in. 

The  fortification  bill  came  back  from  the  senate 
amended,  by  adding  a proviso  that,  for  the  current 
year,  only  50  per  centum  of  any  appropriation  over 
#15,00#  should  be  expended.  Mr.  McKay  moved 
an  amendment.  Mr.  Crarydemanded  the  previous 
question.  Ordered.  Put.  Senate  amendments 
concurred  in.  Some  private  bills  from  the  senate, 
whose  amendments  were  then  taken  up  and  con- 
curred in. 

An  act  to  confirm  certain  purchases  of  the  public 
lands  under  the  act  of  the  19th  June,  1834.  This 
bill  came  back  from  the  senate,  where  it  originated, 
with  a house  amendment  [proposing  delay  for  in- 
jury:] non-concurred  in. 

Mr.  Word  hoped  that  the  house  would  recede 
from  its  amendment,  and  that  this  bill  would  pass 
as  it  came  from  the  senate.  He  defended  the 
claimants  from  the  aspersions  against  them,  upon 
which  this  amendment  had  been  based,  with  ear- 
nestness and  zeal.  Mr.  Prentiss,  of  Mississippi, 
moved  that  the  house  recede  from  its  amendment. 
Mr.  Harlan  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 
Ayes  69,  noes  40.  Another  count  was  then  made 
by  tellers:  Ayes  68,  noes  54.  So  the  bill  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

Some  other  private  bills  were  then  acted  on,  as 
amended  by  the  senate;  and  the  speaker  declared 
his  table  to  be  clear. 

On  motion,  Mr.  McKennan  resumed  the  chair,  in 
committee. 

Mr.  Bell  moved  to  take  up  the  senate  bill  150  be- 
ing an  act  granting  half-pay  and  pensions  to  certain 
widows.  The  motion  prevailed.  Amendments 
were  proposed,  considered,  and  rejected.  And  the 
bill  was  laid  aside  and  ordered  to  be  reported  to  the 
house. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Henry  Johnson,  senate  bill  330, 
“to  establish  an  additional  land  office  in  Louisiana,” 
was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Rice  Garland  moved  to  amend  so  as  to  alter 
certain  limits  mentioned  in  the  bill,  which  amend- 
ment was  adopted.  Mr.  Yell  moved  an  amend- 
ment, proposing  a new  land  district,  officers,  Src. 
The  amendment  was  adopted;  and  the  bill  was  laid 
aside  and  ordered  to  be  reported. 

Mr.  Phillips  moved  to  take  up  the  senate  bill  380. 
being  an  act  providing  for  the  erection  of  certain 
light  houses,  &c.  &c.  Tellers  were  appointed  on 
this  motion:  Ayes  64,  noes  46;  no  quorum  voting. 

[The  Speaker  took  the  chair  to  receive  a message 
(with  hills)  from  the  senate;  after  which  the  chair- 
man resumed  the  chair.] 
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i'he  pending  question  being  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Phillips  lo  take  up  the  light-house  bill,  79 
vote'i  in  the  affirmative,  41)  in  the  negative  no  quo- 
rum. Tellers  were  appointed:  Ayes  80,  noes  44. 
So  the  committee  decided  to  take  up  the  bill,  and 
it  was  read. 

Some  amendments,  proposed  by  the  committee 
on  commerce,  proposing  sundry  additional  appro- 
priations, were  then  stated,  and  their  adoption  urg- 
ed by  Mr.  Phillips. 

Mr.  Duncan  moved  that  the  bill  be  laid  aside 
[not  to  report.]  Lost.  Mr.  White  proposed  an 
amendment  to  tlie  amendments  of  the  committee  on 
commerce;  this,  he  said,  involved  no  appropriation, 
and  only  ordered  a survey  of  a particular  spot  for 
the  location  of  a light.  Lost.  The  amendments 
were  adopted.  Mr.  Garland,  of  Virginia,  . ade  an 
ineifectual  attempt  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause; 
and  then  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  laid  aside,  and 
reported  lo  the  house. 

The  military  academy  bill  came  down  with  a 
lar  re  number  of  senate  amendments,  embracing  a 
great  variety  o:  propositions  on  multifarious  sub- 
jects. Several  amendments  to  those  of  the  senate 
were  proposed  by  different  members,  upon  almost 
every  possible  subject.  This  being  disposed  of,  the 
committee  rose  and  reported  the  bills  acted  on. 

An  act  granting  half-pay  and  pensions  to  certain 
widows  was  passed. 

An  act  to  establish  an  additional  land  office  in 
Louisiana  was  also  passed.  The  title  of  this  bill 
was  amended,  by  adding  “and  Arkansas.” 

An  act  providing  the  erection  of  certain  light- 
houses, &.c.  The  amendments  of  the  senate,  as 
amended,  being  proposed  to  be  concurred  in,  and  to 
be  engrossed, 

Mr.  Garland,  of  Va.,  said,  that,  considering  the 
hour  at  night,  the  paucity  ol  members  present,  and 
the  large  amount  proposed  by  the  bill  to  be  expend- 
ed, he  felt  impelled  to  demand  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  this  motion.  They  were  ordered;  and  being 
taken,  the  bill  passed:  Yeas  65,  nays  56. 

Mr.  Bell  moved  that  the  house  go  into  committee 
of  the  whole;  which  motion  prevailed.  Mr.  Bell. 
moved  to  take  up  and  consider  the  hill  from  tilt 
senate  to  continue  the  commission  for  investigating 
Choctaw  land  frauds;  which  motion  prevailed. 
Mr.  Word  moved  an  amendment  to  the  amendments. 
Lo-t.  Tne  committee  adopted  the  amendment  of 
the  senate  to  the  bill. 

The  committee  rose,  having  passed  some  other 
bills,  and  reported  them,  and  a motion  to  go  again 
into  committee  of  the  whole  was  unsuccessful. 
Mr.  Cushing  moved  a resolution,  making  certain 
additional  payments  to  messengers,  &c.  Several 
amendments  were  offered,  so  as  to  include  chap- 
lains, officers  of  library,  &c.  Mr.  Coles  moved  that 
the  resolution  lie  on  the  table,  with  the  amendments: 
Ayes  34,  noes  73.  No.  quorum. 

A call  of  the  house  was  moved.  Ordered.  And 
97  h iving  been  found  to  be  present  on  the  first  call. 
Mr.  Noyes  said  that  all  the  bills  were  in  which  had 
passed  either  house.  An  adjournment  was  moved. 

Mr.  Wise  hoped  the  house  would  not  adjourn 
without  bringing  those  members  out  of  their  beds, 
who  had  kept  the  house  in  session  all  night  count- 
ing for  a quorum.  The  motion  to  adjourn  was 
lost,  an  1 the  call  proceeded  till  after  sunrise. 

There  were  several  efforts  made  to  suspend  the 
call,  but  in  vain.  Excuses  were  offered,  Mr. 
Harlan  rose  and  asked  if  absence  from  the  house 
were  a political  or  a civil  olfence?  The  Chair  re- 
ferred him  to  the  rule  of  the  house  upon  the  subject. 
Mr.  Wise  said  it  was  an  uncivil  olfence. 

The  officers  of  the  house  having  been  ordered  to 
bring  in  a member  who  had  not  answered  and  who 
had  not  been  excused,  some  of  the  members  who 
had  been  absent  were  brought  in  and  gave  their 
excuses.  Mr.  Grennell  had  been  for  some  time  in 
ill-health.  He  was  excused.  Mr.  Cushman  had 
been  here  from  ten  o’clock  yesterday  till  five  this 
morning.  Mr.  Wise  said  that,  in  consideration  of 
the  peculiar  standing  of  the  gentleman  from  New7 
Hampshire,  he  thought  he  ought  to  be  charged  with 
f-'es,  and  he  (Mr.  W.)  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion. [A  laugh.]  Mr.  Cushman  was  permitted  to 
take  his  seat  on  payment  of  fees. 

Mr.  Samson  Mason  was  next  in  order,  and  was 
permitted  to  take  his  seat,  on  payment  of  fees. 
Mr.  Davies,  of  Pennsylvania,  on  being  brought  in, 
gave  bis  conscientious  conviction  of  duty  not  to 
break  the  Sabbath,  by  sitting  during  that  day.  The 
validity  of  this  excuse  was  discussed,  and  Mr.  Da- 
vies was  permitted  to  take  his  seat  without  the  pay- 
ment of  fees. 

Mr.  Graham,  of  North  Carolina,  had  remained  till 
12  o’clock  lust  night.  He  had  been  ill,  and  appre- 
hended that  the  impure  air  of  the  hall  would  make 
him  so  again.  H“  was  one  of  those  who  believed 
that  the  house  ought  not  to  sit  after  12  o’clock  Sa- 
turday night,  except  in  great  emergency.  He  had 


not  retired  to  break  up  a quorum,  but  had  gone 
home  lor  the  reasons  he  had  stated,  and  had  come 
back  voluntarily  this  morning. 

Mr.  Gray,  who  had  moved  the  call  of  the  house, 
urged  that  the  gentleman  was  not  entitled  to  be  ex- 
cused. 

Mr.  Stanly  saw  no  reason  why  his  colleague 
should  have  an  exemption  over  all  others  from  the 
operation  of  the  rule  requiring  members’  attend- 
ance. He  hoped  that  he  might  be  permitted  to  take 
Ins  seat,  with  payment  (if  fees.  Mr.  Montgomery 
moved  that  he  be  permitted  to  take  his  seat  with- 
out payment  of  fees.  Some  other  remarks  were 
made  by  dilferent  members,  and  then  the  question 
was  put  on  Mr.  Stanly’s  motion,  and  the  gentleman 
permitted  lo  take  his  seat,  upon  payment  of  fees. 

Mr.  Briggs  was  next  placed  at  the  bar.  His  ex- 
cuse was,  that  he  remained  here  till  one  or  tw7o 
o’clock,  and,  finding  himself  exhausted,  and  with  a 
headache,  he  went  home  to  bed.  Mr.  Wise  moved 
that  fie  be  permitted  to  take  his  seat,  upon  payment 
ol  lees.  Ordered. 

Mr.  Spencer,  had  been  sick  yesterday,  and  sat 
here  tili  very  late,  and  was  returning  when  he  met 
Ihe  sergeant-at-arms.  Mr.  Parker  moved  that  his 
colleague  take  his  seat  without  fees.  Mr.  Wise 
would  ask  if  this  sickness  w7as  any  thing  more  than 
that  of  all  Ihe  members,  who  are  obliged  lo  sit  here 
till  midnight.  Mr.  Spencer  was  permitted  lo  lake 
Ins  seat  without  fees.  Mr.  Webster,  of  Ohio,  was 
brought  up,  and  asked  for  his  excuse.  He  said  he 
had  no  excuse  to  oiler;  he  had  sat  till  two  in  the 
morning,  and  had  been  waiting  two  hours  to  be  ad- 
mitted to  the  hall.  Permitted  to  take  hisseat,  upon 
payment  of  fees. 

Mr.  Mercer  rose,  and  said  he  had  staid  in  the 
house  all  night,  and  was  exhausted.  He  asked  to 
be  excused  from  further  attendance  this  day.  The 
request  was  complied  with,  and  Mr.  Mercer  left 
the  hall. 

Mr.  Moore  made  the  same  request  in  favor  of  Mr. 
Spencer,  which  was  also  granted. 

Mr.  Brodhetid  was  placed  at  the  bar  by  the  ser- 
geant-at-anns,  and  ple3d  indisposition  as  the  reason 
why  he  had  left  the  house  alter  twelve  o’clock  Iasi 
night.  Permitted  to  take  his  seat,  on  the  payment 
ol  fees. 

Mr.  Mitchell  was  excused,  and  permitted  to  take 
his  seat  w ithout  paying  lees. 

Mr.  Palmer  was  excused,  without  fees. 

Mr.  Parris  had  retired  from  exhaustion  after  a la- 
borious session.  Excused,  upon  payment  of  fees. 

Mr.  Cushing  inquired  whether  there  be  not  a 
quorum  present  in  the  house? 

Mr.  Robinson,  being  placed  at  the  bar,  said  that 
he  had  answ  ered  at  the  call  of  the  house.  No  pro- 
ceeding were  had  with  regard  to  this  case. 

Mr.  Howard,  said  something  in  excuse  of  Mr. 
Thomas;  Mr.  Stanly,  in  favor  of  Mr.  Rencher.  and 
i\lr.  Grunilund , of  Mr.  Jabez  Jackson.  But  the 
chair  decided  that  these  excuses  w'ere  out  of  the 
regular  order. 

Mr.  Shields,  of  Tennessee,  being  placed  at  the 
bar,  stated  that  he  had  sat  till  one  o’clock,  and  had 
gone  home  completely  exhausted,  and  on  his  way 
to  the  house  had  been  so  unwell  as  to  be  obliged  to 
sit  down  frequently. 

The  Speaker  stated  that  sixteen  gentlemen,  noti- 
fied by  the  sergeant -at-arms  of  the  house,  left  the 
city  in  the  morning  cars,  this  morning,  a list  of 
whose  names  the  sergeant-at-arms  handed  to  the 
chair  as  follows  : 

Messrs,  .dnderson,  Birdsatl,  Chambers,  Chany. 
Hamer.  Harper,  Kennedy,  Murray.  Petrihvn,  Plain- 
er, Southgate,  Turney.  White,  of  Ky.,  Yell,  and 
Grant.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  that  report  was 
entered  on  the  journal. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  N.  Y.  pleaded  sudden  illness  as  the 
•esult  of  this  long  night’s  session,  and  was  excused, 
without  fees. 

Mr.  f Vise  asked  whether  or  not  the  sixteen  above 
alluded  to  were  liable  to  be  fined  for  contempt  of 
the  rules  of  the  house  ? The  Speaker  was  not  un- 
derstood to  give  any  decision  on  this  point.  Messrs. 
Rencher  and  Thomas,  who  were  absent,  were  ex- 
cused on  motion.  Mr.  Vandeveer  was  placed  at  the 
bar.  He  said  he  had  been  indisposed  ; and  had  left 
the  house  at  1 1 or  12  o’clock.  Excused,  without 
fees.  Mr.  C.  Shepard  plead,  on  being  arranged,  that 
he  was  broken  down  with  his  long  attendance  to  his 
duty  in  the  house.  He  had  never  been  absent  be- 
fore; and  had  left  the  house  on  this  occasion  from 
indisposition.  Excused,  with  fees. 

Mr.  Carter.  This  gentleman  said  he  had  been  in 
attendance  till  after  12  o’clock,  and,  not  feeling  very 
well,  he  had  left  the  house  from  that  cause.  Ex- 
cused, w'ith  fees. 

Mr.  Beatty  then  offered  an  order,  by  which  the 
sixteen  gentlemen  who  had  been  reported  as  having 
left  the  city,  were  held  to  answer  for  their  absence. 
The  order  was  adopted.  Mr.  Bouldii I understood 


there  was  no  quorum;  and  he  suggested  that  Ihe 
proceedings  under  the  call  be  suspended.  Mr. 
Lewis  was  of  opinion  that  all  abse  nt  members  ought 
to  be  punished,  as  well  as  those  brought  in  by  tne 
sergeant-at-arms.  Mr.  Menefee  did  not  propose  to 
dispense  with  the  call;  he  hoped  it  would  be  post- 
poned, and  that  it  would  be  ascertained  whether  or 
not  there  was  a quorum.  Mr.  Crury  moved  that 
the  house  (half  past  7,  Sunday  morning)  do  now 
adjourn.  Lost.  Mr.  Fillmore  was  placed  at  the 
bar,  and  being  called  on  lor  his  excuse,  said  that 
he  had  staid  here  till  between  3 and  4 in  the  morn- 
ing, and  had  then  lei ! from  a sense  ol  duty  to  his 
health,  to  obtain  some  rest.  Excused,  with  fees. 

Mr.  Shields,  upon  motion  ol  a colleague,  was  per- 
mitted to  retire  from  the  hall  from  extreme  indispo- 
sition. 

Mr.  Wise  olfered  the  following  resolution: 

“ Resolved,  That  all  members  nowabs-  nt,  except 
such  as  have  been  excused,  and  the  sixteen  mem- 
bers who  have  been  repotted  by  the  sergeant-at- 
arms  as  having  defitil  ttie  execution  of  the  order  of 
the  bouse,  be  required,  upon  the  re-assembling  of 
congress,  to  give  excuses  lor  their  absence  al  tl  is 
time,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  clerk  to  enter 
their  names  on  the  journal  lor  that  purpose,  and  the 
speaker  shall  bring  the  same  to  the  notice  ot  the 
house.” 

Mr.  Howard  moved  to  amend,  so  as  to  resume 
the  call  lor  excuses  to-morrow  (Monday)  morning. 
This  was  immediately  alter  withdrawn,  however. 
Mr.  J.  L.  Williams  was  excused,  with  fees.  .Rea- 
son, unwillingness  to  sit  on  the  Sabbath.  Mr. 
Jones,  of  Virginia,  moved  that  Mr.  Pennybucker  be 
excused.  Reason,  illness  in  his  family . Excused. 

Mr.  Prentiss,  of  Mississippi,  then  spoke  to  the 
resolution  ol  Mr.  Wise.  The  sixteen  v\ho  had  dis- 
obeyed the  mandate  of  Ihe  bouse,  and  lei'  the  cily 
in  contempt  of  it,  were  in  a dilierent  position  Irom 
those  who  were  absent,  not  know  ing  ol  such  order 
of  the  house.  Mr.  Wise  said  a resolution  had  al- 
ready been  adopted  touching  that  point,  upon  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Beatty,  of  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Mil- 
ler, of  Missouri,  gave  severe  indisposition  as  his  ex- 
cuse. Excused,  without  fees.  Mr.  Mallory,  hav- 
ing left  the  house  at  three  o’clock  in  the  morning, 
and  gone  lo  bed,  was  excused,  with  lees  ; as  was 
Mr.  Jus.  Mason. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  the  pre- 
vious question  on  Mr.  Wise’s  resolulion.  Second- 
ed. Ordered.  Put.  Carried.  So  the  proceed- 
ings under  the  call  were  discontinued,  and  the  doors 
of  the  hall  were  opened.  Mr.  Bronson  moved  an 
adjournment.  Mr.  Graham,  of'  North  Carolina, 
demanded  the  yeas  and  nays.  Notordend.  The 
house  decided  the  motion  in  the  affirmative.  Ayes 
74,  tioes  51.  And  so  the  house,  at  nearly  S o’clock 
Sunday  morning,  adjourned  till  nine  o’clock  to- 
morrow. 

Monday,  July  9.  On  motion  of  Mr.  McKennan, 
the  reading  of  the  journal  was  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  Bell  moved  that  the  following  resolution  of 
Mr.  Wise,  which  was  adopted  yesterday  morning, 
be  rescinded: 

“ Resolved,  That  all  members  now  absent,  ex- 
cept such  as  have  been  excused,  and  the  sixteen 
members  who  have  been  reported  by  Hie  sergeant  al- 
arms, as  having  defied  the  execution  of  the  order  of 
the  house,  be  required,  upon  the  re-assembling  of 
congress,  to  give  excuses  lor  their  absence  at  this 
time,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  clerk  to  enter 
their  names  on  the  journal  lor  that  purpose,  and  the 
speaker  shall  bring  the  same  to  the  notice  of  the 
house.” 

Mr.  Bell  said  that  this  was  a censure  in  his  own 
case,  and  in  that  of  many  others,  who  hod  waited 
till  all  the  public  business  had  been  transacted,  and 
had  not  gone  to  their  lodgings  till  alter  the  speaker 
had  declared  his  table  cleared,  and  till  it  seemed 
likely  that  an  immediate  adjournment  might  take 
place. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Whittlesey,  this  motion 
was  so  modified  by  Mr.  Bell  as  to  permit  all  w ho 
were  then  absent,  but  are  now  present,  to  offer  ex- 
cuses, or,  not  being  present,  to  have  excuses  ren- 
dered for  them. 

Mr.  Underwood,  was  understood  to  express  some 
doubt  as  to  whether  that  could  be  done. 

Mr.  Bell  then  presented  his  resolulion  in  this 
shape: 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  resolution  of  the 
7th  instant,  adopted  upon  the  motion  of  Mr.  Wise, 
as  requires  certain  members  of  the  house  to  give 
excuses  for  their  absence  at  the  next  session,  be 
rescinded,  and  that  excuses  be  now  heard  in  behalf 
of  such  absentees. 

Mr.  Polls  moved  to  strike  out  all  but  the  decla- 
ration merely  that  Mr.  Wise’s  resolution  be  re- 
scinded. 

Mr.  Mams  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
striking  out  all  after  the  word  “resolved,”  and  in- 
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selling  a provision  iliat  aii  resolutions  of  censure 
ami  orders  for  payment  ot  lees  by  the  members  ol 
this  house,  lor  absence  on  the  call  of  the  house  on 
the  morning  of  the  Sabbath  day,  be,  and  are  here- 
by, rescinded. 

Mr.  Fillmore  thought  the  effect  of  this  pro- 
ceeding would  not  be  such  a one  as  would  subserve 
justice.  The  publication  of  the  names  of  those 
Members  who  were  absent  on  Sunday  morning 
would  be  a partial  proceeding,  inasmuch  as  many 
members  whose  names  had  not  been  given  in  the 
papers  as  absent,  had  left  the  city  several  days  or 
weeks  before. 

Mr.  Potts  withdrew  his  amendment.  Mr.  Adams 
offered  his.  Mr.  Cushman  was  making  some  state- 
ments as  to  the  cicumstances  attending  Ins  own  ab- 
sence on  yesterday  morning,  when  he  was  called  to 
order  on  all  sides,  the  chair  deciding  that  an  indi- 
vidual case  could  not  now  be  considered.  Mr. 
IVise  said  that  if  the  gentlemen  from  Tennessee 
and  Massachusetts  would  withdraw  their  proposi- 
tions, he  would  move  to  reconsider  the  vote  where- 
by his  (Mr.  W.’s)  resolution  had  been  adopted  by 
the  house.  Mr.  Bell  withdrew  his  resolution.  The 
Chair  decided  that  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Adams 
fell  at  once.  Mr.  Wise  then  moved  to  reconsider 
the  resolution  in  question,  and  moved  the  previous 
question.  Seconded.  Ordered  to  be  put.  Mr. 
Rrodliead  moved  a call  of  the  house.  The  Chair. 
Not  in  order,  the  previous  question  having  been 
seconded.  Mr.  Kein i demanded  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  n consideration.  • Ordered.  The  motion  to  re- 
consiibu-  prevailed  by  the  following  vote:  yeas  109, 
nays  3-3. 

Mr.  Wise  moved  the  previous  question,  (on 
agreeing  to  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Wise.)  In  reply 
to  a question  of  Mr.  Sergeant,  the  Chair  said  that 
if  this  resolution  were  now  rejected,  the  journal 
would  only  present  the  usual  case  of  a call  of  the 
house.  The  previous  question  was  then  ordered 
and  put,  and  the  resolution  was  rejected  without  a 
count. 

Mr.  Wise  moved  a reconsideration  of  the  resolu- 
tion oii'eied  by  Mr.  Beatty  yesterday,  by  which  the 
sixteen  gentlemen  who  had  been  reported  as  hav- 
ing left  the  citv  were  held  to  answer  for  their  ab- 
sence. Mr.  W.  moved  the  previous  question.  Mr. 
Mercer  said  that  no  member  had  a right  to  combine 
two  months  in  one.  The  Chair  decided  that  that 
was  not  the  case  in  ttiis  instance.  The  motions 
Were  distinct,  and  perfectly  in  order.  Mr.  Mercer 
took  an  appeal  from  this  decision;  saying  we 
must  have  some  rules  of  order  in  ttiis  house. 
Many  of  the  most  valuable  are  always  de- 
stroyed. After  some  conversation,  the  question 
was  taken  on  the  appeal  by  tellers:  Ave3  83,  noes 
45.  So  the  decision  of  the  chair  was  sustained  as 
the  judgment  of  the  house.  The  question  recurred 
on  seconding  the  demand  for  the  previous  question. 
It  was  seconded,  and  ordered  to  be  put. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  reconsidera- 
tion of  Mr.  Beatly’s  [vesterdav’s]  resolution. 

Mr.  Brodhead  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays.  Not 
ordered.  The  house  refused  to  reconsider.  Mr. 
Adams  then  oifered  his  resolution  as  above.  Mr. 
Adams  demanded  the  previous  question.  Seconded. 

Mr.  Mercer  and  Mr.  Lincoln  said  that  they  had 
objected  to  the  ottering  of  the  resolution  at  the  time 
it  was  read.  The  Chair  had  not  heard  these  ob- 
jections made.  Mr.  Howard  said  that  it  was  a 
question  of  privilege,  and  the  ottering  it  was  in  or- 
der. The  Chair  confirmed  that  opinion.  The  main 
question  was  ordered  to  be  put.  Mr.  Adams  and 
Mr.  Foster  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
resolution  of  Mr.  Adams.  They  were  ordered,  and 
the  resolution  was  rejected  by  the  following  vole: 
Yeas  47,  nays  90. 

A message  was  received  from  the  president  of 
the  Uniled  States,  by  the  hands  of  his  private  se- 
er tary,  containing  a list  of  the  acts  to  which  he  had 
affixed  his  signature. 

Mr.  Howard  asked  if  the  unfinished  business  of 
former  morning  hours  was  not  now  in  order?  The 
Chair  decided  that  it  was  not.  It  had  been  the 
usage  of  the  house  to  suspend  the  rules  as  to  re- 
ports, resolutions,  &c.  on  the  day  of  adjournment. 
The  resolution  under  consideration  on  Sunday 
morning,  when  the  call  of  the  house  began,  for  al- 
lowing pxtra  pay  to  messengers,  &c.  was  resumed, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  McKennan.  Mr.  McKennan  de- 
manded the  previous  question.  Seconded.  Or- 
dered. On  the  adoption  of  the  resolution,  Mr. 
Halsted  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were 
ordered;  and  the  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  fol- 
vote:  Yeas  97,  nays  32. 

Mr.  Bronson  asked  lor  leave  to  offer  a resolution 
giving  two  months’  extra  pay  to  the  sergeant-at- 
arms,  clerks,  and  postmaster  of  the  house,  for  ar- 
duous services  rendered  during  this  session.  This 
ha  t been  done  bv  the  senate  with  regard  to  their 
officers  this  session,  and  a similar  one  had  just. 


been  passed  with  regard  to  the  messengers,  chap- 
lain, ike. 

Mr.  Gray  made  some  remarks  in  opposition  to 
the  resolution  as  starting  a new  principle.  He  had 
been  in  favor  of  thd  resolution  just  passed,  because 
extra  work  had  been  done  by  the  subjects  of  it. 
This  was  not  the  case  with  the  subjects  of  the  re- 
solution under  consideration.  He  moved  that  the 
resolution  do  lie  on  the  table. 

Which  motion  prevailed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pope , the  house  went  into 
committee  of  the  whole,  (Mr.  Degratf  in  the  chair,) 
and  took  up  the  joint  resolution  from  the  senate  an 
thorizing  the  library  committee  (at  an  expense  of 
$5,000)  to  cause  the  Madison  papers  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Adams  hoped  the  joint  resolution  would  be 
changed  into  a bill.  Mr.  Pope  agreed  to  this.  The 
amendment  prevailed.  The  committee  then  rose, 
and  reported  the  joint  resolution  as  amended.  The 
amendment  was  concurred  in,  and  the  hill  ordered 
to  a third  reading.  It  was  read,  and  passed. 

The  Chair  suggested  that  the  16th  and  17th  joint 
rules  must  be  suspended  Before  this  bill  could  be 
returned  to  the  senate.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Mc- 
Kenuun,  this  was  done,  and  the  bill  sent  to  the  se- 
nate for  concurrence. 

Mr.  Bynum  offered  a resolution  making  it  the 
duty  of  the  clerk  of  the  house  to  provide  for  the 
safety  of  the  public  stables  attached  to  the  house. 
Adopted. 

Mr.  Carter,  (by  Ipavc,)  presented  the  memorial 
of  sundry  citizens  of  Cocke  county,  Tennessee, 
protesting  against  the  sub-treasury  project,  and 
praying  the  establishment  of  a national  bank. 

The  usual  joint  resolutions  was  received  from  the 
senate,  declaring  that,  having  finished  the  business 
before  them,  the  two  houses  were  ready  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Garland,  of  La.,  hoped  the  resolution  would 
declare  the  fact.  This  house  had  not  ‘finished  the 
business”  before  them;  and  it  would  be  improper  to 
say  so.  He  moved  to  strike  out  that  part  of  the 
resolution.  On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  McKennan, 
(as  the  senate  had  before  them  an  amendment  of 
the  house,)  this  subject  was  suspended  for  a mo- 
ment. A message  was  then  received  from  the  se- 
nate, concurring  with  the  house,  in  suspending  the 
16th  and  17th  joint  rules  so  far  as  regards  the  r-'so- 
lution  as  to  the  Madison  papers,  and  adopting  the 
amendment  of  the  house  thereto,  (changing  the 
joint  resolution  into  a bill.) 

Mr.  Adams  moved  a resolution  remitting  the  fees  for 
absence,  without  leave,  to  absentees  yesterday. 
This  had  been  usually  done  in  similar  cases;  and  he 
hoped  that  it  would  be  done  now,  in  a generous 
spirit,  at  parting.  Mr.  McKennan  supported  this 
proposition;  as  did  Mr.  Pope.  Mr.  Reed  said  that 
the  good  effects  of  the  proceedings  of  yesterday,  as 
to  absentees,  had  appeared  in  the  attendance  of  a 
quorum  to  day.  He  hoped  that  now  the  fees  might 
bi  remitted. 

The  joint  resolution  on  adjournment  was  again 
taken  up.  Mr  Garland's  motion  to  amend  was 
next  in  order.  Mr.  Cushing  said,  in  support  of  this 
amendment,  that  had  a quorum  been  present  on 
Saturday  night,  some  portion  of  the  scores -of  bills, 
&c.  now  lying  untouched  upon  the  calendar  might 
have  been  attended  to. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Garland  was  rejected  and 
the  order  passed. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  joint  committee  appointed 
to  wait  upon  the  president,  to  apprize  him  of  the 
readiness  of  the  spnate  and  house  to  adjorn,  re- 
turned an  answer  from  the  president,  that  lie  had 
no  further  communications  to  make  to  congress  and 
that  he  wished  each  and  every  member  thereof  a 
safe  return  to  thpir  several  homes. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cushman,  the  house  thpn  (at 
12  o’clock ) adjourned  until  the  first  Monday  of  De- 
cember next. 

We  are  enabled  now  to  lay  before  our  readers 
some  particulars  of  proceedings  in  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives during  the  two  last  days  of  the  ses- 
sion, which  we  have  not  published  before, from  not 
being  able  to  get  access  to  the  journal  of  the  house. 
The  following  is  the  residuum,  taken  from  the  jour- 
nal, of  the  proceedings  of  Saturday  and  Monday 
last.  [Nat.  Lit. 

Mr.  Mercer,  from  the  committee  on  roads  and 
canals,  reported  at  length  upon  senate  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  completion  of  certain  roads 
in  the  state  of  Michigan,  concluding  that  the  said 
bill  ought  not  to  pass  ; and  the  bill  was  thereupon 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Whittlesey,  ol  Ohio,  from  the  committee  of 
claims,  reported  against  bills  from  thp  senate  for  the 
relief  of  Alfred  Westfall,  for  the  relief  of  Jacob 
Hanks,  and  for  the  relief  of  George  I.  Knight. 

Mr.  Robertson,  from  the  committee  on  the  judi- 
ciary. reported  a bill  “for  the  relief  of  the  hpirs  of 
Peyton  Randolph,  deceased,”  and  a bill  “ to  amend 


the  ucis  lor  the  tncoui agt  ui- lit  ol  li  amine,  In 
curing  tlie  copies,  maps,  charts,  and  hooks,  io  ilie 
authors  and  proprietors  of  sucli  copies.”  These  re- 
ports oi  course  lie  over. 

Mr.  Mercer,  from  the  committee  on  roads  and 
canals,  upon  the  subject  ol 'survey  or  iinprovemmt 
of  roads  and  canals,  and  the  navigation  of  rivers, 
according  to  the  terms  ot  a standing  rule  ol  the 
Louse  instituting  said  committee,  and  prescribing 
their  duties,  made  a report  at  length,  recommend- 
ing the  adoption  of  tile  following  amendment  of  the 
SO  I h standing  rule  oft  he  house,  viz. 

Resolved,  That  the  standing  rule  of  the  house,  in- 
stituting a committee  on  roads  and  canals,  he  amend- 
ed .so  as  to  read  as  follows  : 

“1st.  That  the  denomination  of  that  committee 
shall  hereafter  be,  ‘The  committee  of  public  im- 
provements.’ 

“ 2d.  That  the  duties  of  that  committee  shall 
be  to  take  into  consideration  all  sucli  petitions,  re- 
solutions, bills,  and  reports,  or  other  matters  or 
tilings  relative  to  surveys  and  estimates  lor  roads, 
canals,  or  for  the  construction  or  improvement  of 
harbors  and  breakwaters;  the  improvement  of  the 
nav  igation  ot  rivers,  or  the  construction,  improve- 
ment, or  continued  prosecution  of  any  such  public 
works,  whether  by  the  appropriation  thereto  of 
lands  or  money.” 

The  consideration  of  this  report,  made  on  Satur- 
day, was  postponed  until  Mondy,  but  was  not  then 
acled  upon. 

Mr.  Halt,  from  the  committee  on  the  post  office 
and  post  road3,  reported  against  the  cases  of  Silas 
Hale  and  the  sureties  of  John  McClellan,  late  post- 
master at  Abingdon,  Virginia. 

Mr.  Harlan,  from  the-  committee  on  private  land 
claims,  reported  against  the  case  of  Elihu  Hull  Bay. 
The  same  committee  was  then  discharged  from  l he 
consideration  of  the  several  cases  belore  that  com- 
mittee not  reported  on. 

Mr.  Everett  laid  before  the  house  an  estimate 
from  the  wrar  department  of  the  sums  necessary  to 
be  appropriated  for  the  service  of  the  year  1838,  for 
carrying  into  etfect  the  treaties  with  various  Indian 
tribes,  ratified  during  the  present  session  of  con- 
gress, and  at  the  extra  session  of  1837. 

Mr.  Halsted,  from  the  committee  on  military  af- 
fairs. reported  against  the  case  of  John  Cayloid. 

Mr.  Bronson,  from  the  committee  on  the  terri- 
tories, reported  a bill  to  authorize  the  people  of 
Fioiida  to  form  a constitution,  and  to  prov  ide  tor 
the  admission  of  said  state  into  the  union.  The  bill 
was  not  acted  upon. 

Mr.  Mercer,  from  the  committee  on  roads  and 
canals,  made  a report  on  the  memorial  of  citizens  of 
Indianapolis,  in  the  state  of  Indiana,  in  relation  to 
the  Cumberland  road,  and  the  propriety  of  confin- 
ing tile  attention  of  the  chief  superintendent  ol  the 
same  to  the  work  required  in  one  state  ; and  the  re- 
port was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Maryland, 

Resolved,  That  the  select  committee  on  the  sub- 
ject of  a national  foundry  have  leave  to  adjourn  at 
the  close  of  the  present  session,  and  resume  their 
investigation  and  report  at  the  next  session  of  con- 
errpes . 

Mr.  Lincoln,  from  the  committee  on  the  public 
buildings  and  grounds,  reported  a joint  resolution 
authorizing  an  examination  and  payment  of  the 
claims  of  the  workmen  upon  the  public  buildings; 
but  it  was  not  acted  upon. 

On  motion  of'Mr.  McKay, 

Resolved,  That  the  select  committee  to  which  was 
referred  the  memorial  of  F.  P.  Blair,  on  the  subject 
of  the  printing  done  for  congress,  have  leave  to  ad- 
journ at  the  close  of  the  present  session  of  congress, 
and  resume  the  investigation  and  report  at  the  next 
session  of  congress. 

Mr.  Darlington  from  the  committee  of  claims, 
made  a report  upon  the  ease  of  Gamaliel  E.  Smith, 
concluding  with  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  read,  and  agreed  to,  viz. 

‘'■Resolved,  That  the  solicitor  of  the  treasury  as- 
certain the  value  oftlie  labor  performed  by  the  said 
Gamaliel  E.  Smith,  under  a contract  made  with  the 
LTnited  States  to  build  a light-house  and  dwelling- 
house  on  Mount  Desert  Rock,  in  the  state  of  Maine, 
and  the  value  of  the  materials  furnished  by  him  for 
said  buildings,  and  used  by  him  lor  that  purpose,  or, 
being  prepared  by  him.  used  by  his  successor,  under 
a contract  for  constructing  said  buildings.  In  ma- 
king an  estimate  of  the  value  of  the  labor  perform- 
ed. or  the  materials  used,  as  aforesaid,  regard  is  to 
be  had  to  the  piice  fixed  by  the  parties  in  the  con- 
tract for  constructing  said  buildings,  and  the  price 
for  lhe  labor  done,  and  the  materials  delivered,  to  be 
in  proportion  to  the  labor  and  materials  for  com- 
pleting the  entire  huildings.” 

Mr.  Graham,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the  com- 
mittee on  Indian  affairs,  made  an  unfavorable  re- 
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port  upon  the  petition  of  Samuel  Douthet  and  Polly 
Douthet. 

The  house  considered  the  resolutions  of  Mr.  Ro- 
bertson, of  Virginia,  of  the  25th  June  ultimo;  and 
the  said  resolutions,  being  modified,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Cushing,  were  agreed  to,  and  are  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  this  house,  on  the 
first  day  of  the  next  session,  all  the  information,  not 
heretofore  communicated,  now  in  the  possession  of 
the  executive,  or  which  may  be  procured  belore 
that  time,  touching  undue  attempts  or  practices,  if 
any,  since  May  29,  1830,  to  keep  down  the  price  of 
the  public  lands,  or  prevent  purchases  or  entries 
thereof,  at  public  or  private  sale,  by  force,  threats, 
or  fraud,  and  the  measures  taken,  since  the  date 
aforesaid,  to  prevent,  defeat,  or  punish  such  fraudu- 
lent practices  and  illegal  entries  upon  the  public 
lands. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  pre- 
pare, and  lay  before  this  house,  on  the  first  day  of 
the  next  session,  a statement  of  all  grants  and  dona- 
tions of  public  lands,  or  ot  the  proceeds  of  sales 
th  reof,  to  the  states  by  the  United  States,  distin- 
guishing the  amount  made  to  each,  and  the  pur-  1 
poses  and  considerations  upon  which  made.  I 

Secondly.  A statement  of  the  whole  quantity  of 1 
public  land  now  surveyed,  and  an  estimate  of  the  ' 
quantity  unsurveyed,  distinguishing  each,  and 
where  situated;  and  accompanying  the  same  with 
separate  plans  for  dividing  said  lands,  and  the  pro- 
ceeds of  sales  thereof,  among  the  states,  according 
to  their  respective  rights,  and  on  such  conditions  as 
to  time  and  manner  of  division  and  sale,  graduation, 
reduction  of  price,  and  reservation  of  title  in  the 
United  States,  and  final  disposition,  as  may  be  best 
calculated  to  effect  the  objects  of  this  resolution,  in 
conformity  with  the  rights  of  the  several  states  and 
the  United  States  relating  to  said  land. 

Thirdly.  A plan  for  reorganizing  the  land  sys- 
tem on  such  principles  as  will  best  secure  the  pub- 
lic against  loss  from  illegal  entries,  frauds,  &c., 
pointing  out  the  defects  or  advantages  of  the  pre- 
sent system,  more  particularly  in  reference  to  pre- 
emption and  sales  at  public  auction,  and  in  general, 
suggesting  such  alterations  as  experience  may  have 
shown  to  be  necessary. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  transmitting  the  an- 
nual statements  of  the  transactions  and  operations 
of  the  mint  establishment  of  the  United  States  for 
1836,  prepared  in  accordance  with  the  act  of  2d 
April,  1792. 

Mr.  Robertson,  from  the  select  committee  appoint- 
ed to  select  portions  of  the  correspondence  between 
the  United  States  and  Mexico,  such  as  they  should 
consider  material  to  be  printed,  reported  the  follow- 
ing resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  clerk  of  the  house  deliver  to 
the  public  printer,  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
house,  all  the  papers  transmitted  with  the  message 
of  the  president  of  the  4th  instant,  except  evidences 
of  private  claims,  papers  of  a character  merely  for- 
mal, and  papers  in  the  Spanish  language,  of  which 
there  are  English  translations. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  of  Massachusetts, 

Resolved , That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  house, 
during  the  first  week  of  the  next  session  of  con- 
gress, all  such  communications, papers,  documents, 
&c.  now  in  the  possession  of  the  executive,  or  which 
can  be  obtained,  as  shall  elucidate  the  origin  and 
object  of  the  Smithsonian  bequest,  and  the  origin, 
progress,  and  consummation  of  the  process  by  which 
that  bequest  has  been  recovered,  and  whatever  may 
be  connected  with  the  subject. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Howard, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretaries  of  state,  the  trea- 
sury, war,  navy,  and  the  postmaster  general,  be  di- 
rected to  report  to  this  house,  at  an  early  period  of 
the  next  session,  what  number  of  clerks  have  been 
employed,  and  how'  long  they  have  been  so  employ- 
ed in  their  respective  departments,  in  replying  to 
the  various  calls  for  information  which  have  been 
made  by  this  house  at  the  present  session,  and,  if 
any  extra  clerks  have  been  employed  under  such 
calls,  how  many,  and  at  what  expense. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  a communica- 
tion from  the  postmaster  general, in  compliance  with 
the  post  office  law  of  1836,  stating  the  expenses  of 
that  department  for  the  yearending30th  June,  1837, 
as  follows,  viz. 

Compensation  to  postmasters,  - $'891,352  54 

Transportation  of  the  mail,  - 1,996,727  43 

Ship,  steamboat,  and  way  letters,  28,138  16 

Wrapping  paper,  ...  20,172  14 

Office  furniture,  - 5,472  77 

Advertising,  - - - 35.897  12 

Mail  bags,  ....  51,600  97 

Blanks, 29,679  29 

Mail  locks,  keys,  and  stamps,  - 3,788  28 


Depredations  and  special  agents,  - 
Clerks  for  offices,  - 
Miscellaneous,  - 


10,998  97 
175,742  09 
53,858  26 


$3,303,428  03 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  a communica- 
tion from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  obedience 
to  a resolution  of  the  house  of  the  11th  instant,  di- 
recting him  to  report  a statement  of  the  amount  of 
money  received  and  expended  by  the  United  States 
in  each  state  in  the  years  1833,  1834,  1835,  1836, 
and  1837. 


AFFAIRS  OF  MEXICO. 

A slip  from  the  office  of  the  New  Orleans  Bulle- 
tin, dated  July  the  6th,  furnishes  some  additional 
intelligence  brought  by  the  schr.  Creole,  at  New 
Orleans.  Capt.  Page,  of  the  U.  S.  sloop  of  war 
Natchez,  writes,  that  before  he  lelt  Tampico,!  which 
was  the  21st  of  June,)  a letter  had  arrived  from 
Mexico,  stating  that  the  French  had  presented  an- 
other ultimatum  to  the  Mexican  government,  de- 
claring that  if  their  claims  were  not  met  in  twenty 
days  counting  from  the  13th  of  June,  (i.  e.  by  the 
third  of  July,)  they  would,  after  that,  make  an  at- 
tack on  Vera  Cruiz  and  Tampico — how  soon  after 
was  not  known.  He  learned,  further,  from  captain 
Tourmca,  commander  of  the  French  brig  La  Pe- 
rouse,  then  blockading  Tampico,  that  an  order  had 
come  out  from  the  French  government,  (a  copy  of 
which  he  produced)  directing  that  all  vessels,  ex- 
cepting men-of-war  and  British  packets,  should  be 
made  prizes  of,  immediately  on  their  appearance  on 
the  Mexican  coast.  On  hearing  this,  (a  fact  of 
which  the  people  of  Tampico  were  uninformed)  "I 
despatched,”  he  says,  “ several  letters  to  the  Ame- 
rican consul  and  others  at  that  place;  and  imme- 
diately got  under  weigh,  intending  to  keep  the 
track  ot  vessels  for  Mexico,  and  give  them  warn- 
ing, if  not  already  informed,  that  the  terms  of  the 
blockade  were  changed.”  This  object  I have  kept 
constantly  in  view  ; designing  to  run  on  in  the  track 
till  we  strike  the  month  of  the  Mississippi. 

American  citizens  are  treated  with  respect  and 
attention  in  Mexico.  We  have  carried  five  passen- 
gers this  trip — making  in  all  twenty  that  have  been 
transported  to  and  from  Mexico  in  this  ship,  since 
the  10th  May  last. 

Another  letter  says: — “ 1 believe  that  the  block- 
ade will  continue  for  three  or  four  months  longer, 
and  if  the  affair  is  not  regulated  by  the  French 
ministers  in  Paris,  referring  it  to  the  arbitration  of 
oiher  powers,  the  injury  to  foreigners  in  this  coun- 
try will  be  immense.  The  war,  as  I understand 
the  Mexican  character,  will  not  be  concluded  by  the 
taking  of  Vera  Cruiz,  Tampico,  Metamoras  nor 
Jalapa.  These  people  seem  indifferent  to  conse- 
quences, so  long  as  they  support  the  resolution  laid 
down  upon  the  receipt  of  admiral  Bazoches  decla- 
ration. 

Whether  this  internal  revolution  can  so  far  alter 
the  course  of  the  government  as  to  bring  about  a re- 
conciliation, founded  upon  contrary  principles,  ap- 
pears to  me,  to  say  the  least,  improbable,  as  the 
insurrections  in  Sonora  and  Aguas  Calientis  have 
been  completely  subdued  by  the  government.  In 
the  mean  time,  the  nation  is  without  resources  from 
its  custom  houses,  its  only  revenue,  and  the  people 
are  beginning  to  feel  the  scarcity  of  foreign  pro- 
duce. 

The  F rench  blockade  of  Mexico  excites  jealousy 
in  England.  The  London  Courier  says: 

England  and  the  United  States  are  equally  inter- 
ested in  looking  at  this  affair  with  some  jealousy . 
The  trickery  by  which  the  duke  of  Wellington  was 
imposed  on,  when  a French  fleet  was  sent  to  Al- 
giers to  demand  satisfaction  for  an  affront  offered  to 
a consul,  ought  not  to  be  forgotten.  If  the  French 
obtain  possession  of  a strong  hold  on  the  Mexican 
coast,  it  will  be  no  easy  matter  to  induce  them  to 
relinquish  it;  and  with  the  half  civilized  Mexicans 
for  their  neighbors,  there  will  never  be  a difficulty 
in  finding  pretexts  for  new  demands  of  satisfaction. 
Mexico  might  then  become  as  completely  a French 
possession  as  Algiers  is  now,  for  there  would  be 
immediately  a strong  colonization  party  in  the 
chambers. 

From  the  New  Orleans  Bee  of  July  6. 

The  Mexican  papers  to  the  8th  June,  received  by 
us,  contain,  as  usual,  a large  infusion  of  coarse  dia- 
tribes against  the  French  minister,  whose  departure 
for  France  we  announced  on  the  12th  of  June.  The 
passports  of  the  consul,  at  Vera  Cruz,  had  been 
abruptly  sent  to  him,  with  orders  to  quit  the  couRtry, 
for  having,  ds  it  is  said,  greatly  offended  the  Mexi- 
can authorities  ; it  would,  perhaps,  he  justice  to  say, 
for  having  defended  his  government  against  the  ig- 
noble attacks  of  the  Mexican  press.  However  this 
may  be,  the  expulsion  of  M.  Gloux,  without  pre- 
vious explanation,  can  only  be  considered  in  the 
light  of  a new  insult  to  a nation  which  only  exacts 


what  is  right,  and  only  claims  satisfaction  for  past 
injuries. 

The  Mexican  papers  laud  the  condescension  of 
the  president  of  the  United  States  to  the  skies,  for 
having  consented  to  submit  to  the  arbitration  of  a 
third  power,  the  differences  between  the  two  conn- 
tries,  and  profit  by  this  circumstance  to  draw  insult- 
ing comparisons  between  this  country  and  France. 
But  they  entirely  forget  that  the  president,  by  ad- 
mitting  the  arbitration,  signifies  positively  that  he 
cannot  suspend  the  action  upon  the  decrees  of  con- 
gress  until  aftera  definite  arrangement,  whence  it 
results  that  with  regard  to  the  United  States,  affairs 
continue  in  precisely  the  same  state. 

Different  statements  are  given  in  the  journals  of 
the  capital,  concerning  the  insurrection  at  Sinaloa, 
at  the  head  of  which  is  Urrea,  who  has  assumed  the 
title  of  protector;  the  revolt  at  St.  Louis  de  Potosi 
seems  to  have  been  of  greater  importance  than  was 
anticipated,  and  at  Aguas  Calierres  a pronuncia- 
mento  appeared  to  have  excited  the  more  alarm,  as 
the  rebels  w^ere  marching  towards  Zacatmas,  w here 
they  hoped  to  stir  up  the  populace,  who  were  al- 
ready disposed  to  take  part  with  them. 

From  these  demonstrations  we  conclude  that  but 
little  tranquillity  prevails  in  the  country;  but  that 
at  the  same  time  nothing  very  decisive  has  yet  oc- 
curred. If,  however,  the  news  from  Yucatua,  which 
came  to  us  by  the  north,  be  confirmed  ; and  if  the 
government  troops  have  been  compelled  to  abandon 
Merida,  we  may  with  justice  infer  (he  ultimate  tri- 
umph of  the  federal  party.  The  report  which  had 
gone  forth,  that  Santa  Anna  had  been  appointed  to  the 
government  of  Vera  Cruz,  was  without  foundation. 

General  Riacon  still  commands  at  that  port,  and 
unless  president  Bustamente  has  abandoned  all  pru- 
dence, he  will  not  recall  to  political  eminence  a man 
like  Santa  Anna,  whose  perfidy  and  faithlessness 
have  injured  this  country  as  much  as  Bustamente 
himself.  From  time  alone  can  any  improvements 
in  the  civil  and  military  policy  of  Mexico  be  ex- 
pected. The  departure  of  baron  Defaudis  evinces 
a determination  to  prolong  the  blockade.  The  large 
number  of  vessels  at  the  isle  of  Sacrificios  proves 
that  the  severity  of  the  blockade  is  increasing  ; but 
we  do  not  anticipate  a speedy  bombardment.  It  is 
the  ultima  ratio,  and  will  only  be  employed  when 
all  other  means  have  proven  unavailing. 
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Governor  Wolf  is  on  a visit  to  Bedford  springs. 

On  the  27th  June  the  mercury  stood  at  103  in  the 
shade  at  New  Orleans. 

Dr.  Ruschenberger,  the  American  traveller,  has 
left  New  York  for  England. 

The  patriots  of  Canada,  were  by  the  latest  ac- 
counts collecting  in  numerous  parties  on  the  bor- 
ders of  Michigan,  preparatory  to  another  demon- 
stration upon  the  royalists. 

The  new  ship  Sea,  Fisher,  from  Baltimore,  has 
arrived  at  City  Point,  to  take  a cargo  of  cotton  and 
tobacco  for  Liverpool.  It  is  believed  the  Sea  is  the 
largest  merchant  vessel  (above  830  tons)  that  ever 
floated  in  the  upper  waters  of  James  river. 

The  whigs  of  Washington  county  (Pa.)  have 
nominated  Joseph  Law  rence,  for  congress,  in  place 
of  Mr.  McKennan,  who  declines  a re-election. 

Large  collections.  During  the  late  anniversary 
of  the  Wesleyan  missionary  society,  held  in  Lon- 
don, upwards  of  thirty  thousand  dollars  were  col- 
lected. A sum  unprecedented  at  any  charitable 
festival.  The  amount  was  in  the  following  sums, 


in  sterling  money: 

April  25— Public  meeting  at  Great  Queen 

street  - - - £51.5.3 

27 — Annual  sermons  in  the  Lon- 
don chapel  ...  714.8.0 

30 — Collection  at  Exeter  hall  - 260.1.6 

Donations  and  new  subscrip- 
tions, do  - - - 1,898.4.3 

An  aged  friend,  do  - - 3,000.0.0 

Francis  Riggall,  esq.,  do  - 1,000.0.0 


£6,933.19.0 

MorUl  effects  of  marriage.  The  statistics  of  the 
eastern  penitentiary  of  Pennsylvania,  are  curious 
in  the  great  inequality,  which  they  exhibit  be- 
tween married  and  unmarried  convicts.^  Of  the  one 
hundred  and  sixty  prisoners  received  the  last  year, 
one  hundred  and  ten  were  unmarried.  Six  were 
widowers,  and  forty-five  only  were  married.  I 
have  never  seen  a stronger  illustration  of  the  moral 
influence  of  marriage.  It  is  too  late  to  eulogize 
the  marriage  institution,  after  the  world’s  experi- 
ence of  its  ameliorating  influence  upon  the  human 
condition  for  six  thousand  years.  But  we  may 
take  the  instance  as  an  evidence  of  its  effects,  in 
promoting  good  habits,  morality  and  virtue  amongst 
the  lowest  classes  of  society. 
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{tC#*llie  steam-ship  Royal  William,  arrived  at 
New  York  on  Tuesday  evening  last,  in  about  eigh- 
teen and  a hall  days  Irotn  Liverpool.  She  brought 
advices  from  London  to  the  4th,  and  Liverpool^ to 
the  5th  ot  July,  including  an  account  ol'  the  coro- 
nation ol  queen  Victoria,  which  look  place  on  the 
2Sth  ol  June.  See  page  350. 

QCr^A  public  dinner  was  given  to  Mr.  Webster  by 
the  cii izens  of  Boston  on  Tuesday  last,  on  which 
occasion  he  delivered  an  address  in  his  usual  elo- 
quent manner.  Among  the  guests  were  Messrs. 
Prentiss,  of  Miss.,  and  Menefee,  of  Ky.,  both  of 
whom  addressed  the  company  in  reply  to  compli- 
mentary toasts.  We  will  give  some  account  of  the 
proceedings  in  our  next. 

Qtf"Thehon.  William  Allen,  of  Ohio,  at  the  earnest 
invitation  of  his  political  friends,  attended  a meet- 
ing at  the  ‘‘Third  street  House”  in  Philadelphia  on 
Monday  evening  last,  and  addressed  the  assembly 
which  filled  the  large  saloon.  The  Pennsylvanian 
says — “He  rapidly  reviewed  the  political  contest 
that  has  been  raging  in  the  republic  lor  the  last  six 
years,  exposing  the  enemies  of  popular  liberty  in 
all  the  various  disguises  which  they  have  assumed, 
and  which  they  now  wear,  and  pointed  out  the 
struggles  yet  to  come,  expressing  his'firm  reliance 
in  the  virtue  of  the  people,  for  the  continued  defeat 
of  their  indefatigable  and  insidious  foes.  The  ef- 
fect of  this  address  was  such  as  we  have  rapely 
seen  equalled.  The  speaker  was  frequently  inter- 
rupted by  bursts  ol  prolonged  and  enthusiastic  ap- 
plause; and  the  cheering,  when  he  concluded,  for- 
cibly told  the  impression  he  had  made.” 

Banks,  currency,  &c.  Tt  will  be  seen  by  the 
proceedings  ol  the  bank  convention,  inserted  below, 
that  the  banks  of  the  states  of  Massachusetts,  Con- 
necticut, Rhode  Island,  Pennsylvania , Delaware, 
Maryland,  Virginia,  Kentucky,  and  Missouri  have 
resolved  to  resume  specie  payments  on  the  13 th  of 
next  month.  Their  example  u ill,  no  doubt,  be  imi- 
tated by  all  the  solvent  banks  in  the  country,  and 
thus  the  people  will  be  relieved  of  the  evils  of  an 
irredeemable  paper  currency.  Sincerely  do  we 
congratulate  our  friends  upon  the  prospects  which 
are  now  opened  to  industry  and  enterprise;  for  we 
feel  assured  that  the  recuperative  energies  of  the 
country  will  speedily  elface  all  traces  of  the  ruin 
and  desolation  with  which  it  has  been  visited,  and 
that  the  general  prosperity  will  be  placed  on  such  a 
basis  that  none  will  hereafter  dare  to  disturb  it. 

Bank  convention.  The  following  is  the  offi- 
ical  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  bank  conven- 
tion held  in  Philadelphia  on  Monday  last: 

Philadelphia,  July  ‘23d,  1833. 

At  a convention  of  delegates  from  the  hanks  of 
Maryland,  Delaware,  Pennsylvania,  and  Missouri, 
held  ihis  day  at  the  bank  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  John  B.  Moiri?,  esq.,  of  Bal- 
timore, was  appointed  president,  and  Elihu  Chaun- 
cey,  of  Philadelphia,  secretary. 

The  following  communication  from  the  commit- 
tee of  banks  in  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia, 
was  read  : 

“The  undersigned,  a committee  authorized  by 
the  associated  banks  of  the  city  and  county  of 
Philadelphia,  to  invite  the  banks  of  Boston,  Pro- 
vidence, Baltimore,  and  Richmond,  and  such  others 
as  the  time  admits  of,  to  meet  the  banks  of  Phila- 
delphia, in  convention  in  this  city,  on  Monday  the 
23d  July  instant,  to  consult  upon  the  measures  to 
be  adopted  for  an  early  and  simultaneous  resump- 
tion of  specie  payments, 

Report,  That  in  compliance  with  the  foregoing 
instructions,  a copy  of  the  resolutions,  and  an  invi- 
tation to  meet  this  convention  were  immediately 
transmitted  to  the  cities  enumerated  above,  to  all 
the  banks  of  Pennsylvania,  to  Connecticut,  to 
Delaware,  to  Charleston,  and  to  several  of  the 
western  states,  from  whom  communications  had 
been  received  on  a formeroccasion.  Answershav- 
ing been  received  from  Boston,  Providence,  Nor- 
svich,  Baltimore,  Winchester,  Richmond,  Lexing- 
ton, ICy.,  Pittsburgh,  and  other  parts  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, are  hereto  annexed.  From  this  correspondence 
it  will  be  seen,  that  all  the  batiks  consulted,  have 
concurred  in  the  opinion  that  their  respective  insti- 
tutions, whether  actually  represented  in  this  con- 
vention or  not,  will  cordially  co  operate  with  the 


banks  of  Philadelphia,  and  assent  to  such  period  as 
shall  be  selected  by  the  convention  for  the  resump- 
tion of  specie  payments. 

(Signed)  Thomas  Dunlap, 

Wm.  D.  Lewis, 

H.  F.  Hollingshead, 
Chales  S.  Boiler, 

Elihu  Chauncey, 

Committee. 

The  communications  from  banks  in  Massachu- 
setts, Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  Virginia,  and 
Kentucky,  referred  to  in  the  above  report,  were 
read;  and  the  convention  decided  that  the  letters 
from  the  banks  of  those  states  to  the  chairman  of 
the  above  committee,  are  sufficient  to  authorize  him 
to  vote  in  their  behalf  on  the  questions  which  shall 
come  before  this  convention. 

On  motion  made  and  seconded,  it  was  decided 
that  the  vote  on  all  questions  in  this  convention  shall 
be  taken  by  states,  each  state  having  one  vote. 

The  following  resolution  was  offered  by  Joseph 
Baily,  esq.,  president  of  the  Bank  of  Delaware,  and 
seconded  by  Mr.  Chauncey  of  Philadelphia: 

Resolved,  That  the  banks  represented  in  this  con- 
vention, will  resume  specie  payments  on  the  13th 
day  of  August  next,  and  recommend  that  day  for 
the  resumption  by  the  banks  generally. 

This  resolution  being  under  consideration,  Mr. 
Evans,  oT  Baltimore,  moved  that  the  word  “thir- 
teenth” be  stricken  out,  and  the  word  “ninth”  in- 
serted in  its  place.  The  motion  being  seconded  by 
J.  Smith,  esq.,  president  of  the  State  Bank  of  Mis- 
souri, the  vote  was  taken  on  striking  out,  and  de- 
cided in  the  negative.  Those  voting  forthe  motion 
were  Maryland  and  Missouri,  2;  and  those  voting 
against  it  were  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Virginia, 
Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  Rhode  Island,  and 
Kentucky,  7. 

The  question  being  then  taken  on  the  resolution, 
as  offered  by  Mr.  Baily,  it  was  unanimously  adopt- 
ed. 

On  motion  it  was  ordered,  that  the  proceedings  of 
this  convention  be  published,  and  communicated  to 
the  banks  generally  throughout  the  Urdted  States. 

Attest,  John  B.  Morris,  President. 

Elihu  Chauncey,  Secretary. 

Elisha  Whittlesey,  of  Ohio.  It  is  stated 
in  the  Cincinnati  (O.)  Evening  Post,  that  Mr. 
Whittlesey  has  not  only  refused  to  be  a candidate 
for  re-election,  but  has  resigned  his  seat  in  the 
present  congress.  This  annunciation  will,  no 
doubt,  be  received  with  pain  and  regret  throughout 
the  whole  country;  for  all  acquainted  with  the 
proceedings  of  congress,  know  that  Mr.  W.  was 
one  of  the  most  industrious  and  indefatigable  mem- 
bers of  that  body,  and  that,  as  chairman  of  the  com  - 
mittee  of  claims,  he  has  conferred  lasting  benefits 
upon  the  country  in  preventing  the  payment  of 
unjust  demands  upon  the  government,  and  cheered 
many  a drooping  heart  by  the  zeal  and  vigour  with 
which  he  pressed  the  payment  of  those  which 
were  just.  Notwithstanding  the  vast  labor  he  be- 
stowed upon  the  various  and  intricate  duties  which 
devolved  upon  him  in  the  committee  room,  he  was 
always  punctual  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  in  the 
house,  and  fully  merited  the  confidence  that  was 
reposed  in  him  by  men  of  all  parties  by  his  fair 
and  honorable  conduct;  and  we  hazard  nothing  in 
saying,  that  there  is  not  another  member  of  that 
body  whose  loss  will  be  so  severely  felt  or  so  much 
regretted.  Nothing,  we  are  satisfied,  but  the  most 
imperious  obligations  of  private  duty  have  impelled 
Mr.  W.  to  this  step;  and  while  we  regret  the  cir- 
cumstances which  have  rendered  it  necessary,  we 
will  heartily  rejoice  if  he  finds  in  the  quiet  pursuits 
of  private  life,  that  happiness  and  prosperity  which 
his  public  services  so  richly  merit. 

Reception  of  the  presidf.nt.  The  Norfolk 
Herald  of  Wednesday  has  the  following  notice  of 
president  Van  Buren’s  reception  at  Old  Point  Com- 
fort and  Norfolk: 

The  president  of  the  United  States  landed  at  Old 
Point  Comfort  yesterday  morning  from  the  steam- 
boat Columbia,  accompanied  by  the  hon.  J.  R. 
Poinsett,  secretary  of  war;  the  hon.  J.1C.  Paulding; 
secretary  of  the  navy;  and  his  sons  major  Van 
Buren  and  Mr.  Smith  Van  Buren.  On  landing,  the 
president  arid- suite  were  conducted  to  the  quarters 
of  captain  Huger,  where  accommodations  had  been 


prepared  for  them,  and  where,  after  examining  the 
fortifications,  the  president  received  the  visits  of  the 
numerous  visiters  to  the  Point  until  one  o’clock 
At  that  hour  he  was  waited  on  by  a joint  commit- 
tee of  the  court  and  common  council  of  Norfolk, 
deputed  to  invite  him  to  visit  the  borough  and  ten- 
der him  its  hospitality.  The  invitation  was  ac- 
cepted, and  the  president  with  his  suite,  attended 
by  the  committee  came  up  in  the  evening,  in  the 
steamboat  Old  Dominion.  The  president  and  his 
cortege  landed,  about  sunset,  at  the  foot  of  Market 
square,  where  the  volunteer  companies  of  the  bo- 
rough were  drawn  up  in  line  to  receive  them,  and 
on  their  landing  escorted  them  to  French’s  hotel, 
where  apartments  had  been  prepared  for  them  by 
the  direction  of  the  committee. 

The  president  deported  himself  most  gracefully, 
and  received  all  who  were  introduced  to  him,  with 
a winning  ease  and  affability  which  could  not  but 
inspire  them  with  admiration  of  his  character  as 
the  high  dignitary  and  the  accomplished  gentleman. 
He  will  only  remain  here  to-day,  as  he  has  made 
arrangements  to  leave  to-morrow  morning  in  the 
steamboat  Thomas  Jefferson  for  Richmond,  whence 
he  will  proceed  to  the  White  SqlphurSprings.  He 
will  be  “at  home,’’  to  those  who  may  call  on  him 
from  half  past  eight  till  ten  o’clock,  this  forenoon, 
at  which  latter  hour  he  will  visit  the  navy  yard, 
ury  dock,  &c.  until  one,  when  he  will  receive  the 
attentions  of  the  citizens  of  Portsmouth;  after 
which  he  will  return  to  French’s  to  dinner. 

Brazilian  minister.  St.  Derembergador  E.  F. 
Franca,  minister  from  Brazil,  has  arrived  at  Wash- 
ington and  been  presented  to  the  president. 

The  Globe  says:  “It  gives  us  pleasure  to  state 
that  M.  Cavalcanti  d’Albuqtierque,  late  charge 
d’affaires  of  the  empire  of  Brazil  in  the  United 
States,  who  has  discharged  his  official  duties  in  this 
country  satisfactorily  to  our  government,  has  re- 
ceived a new  proof  of  the  confidence  of  his  own, 
in  his  appointment  as  chaige  d’affaires  of  Brazil 
to  her  majesty  the  queen  of  Spain. 

Mr.  C.  paid  on  Tuesday  his  farewell  visit  to  the 
secretary  of  state,  having  the  evening  before  Mr. 
Franca’s  presentation,  taken  leave  of  the  president 
of  the  United  States.” 

Fkosi  Brazil.  Letters  from  Rio  Janeiro  to  the 
1st  of  June,  with  the  sight  of  which  we  have  been 
favored,  mention  the  receipt  of  advices  from  Rio 
Grande  to  May  22d,  confirming  the  total  defeat  of 
the  government  troops  by  the  insurgents  of  that 
province,  with  a loss  of  2,000  men.  Only  a few 
cavalry  and  three  generals  escaped.  The  rebels 
were  marching  towards  Rio  Grande,  and  there  was 
no  hope  of  the  government  being  able  to  withstand 
them.  The  province  (Rio  Grande)  was  considered 
as  lost  to  Brazil.  It  is  the  southernmost  province 
of  Brazil,  and  borders  on  the  Oriental  republic,  of 
which  Montevideo  is  the  capital. 

[ N,  Y.  Journal  of  Commerce. 

Murder  of  a judge.  The  Louisville  Herald 
Slates  on  the  authority  of  a gentleman  direct  from 
St.  Louis,  that  judge  Dougherty,  of  the  city  and 
county  court  of  St.  Louis,  was  murdered  on  Satur- 
day, 14th  instant,  about  a mile  below  that  city,  by 
some  person  unknown.  The  judge  was  on  his  way 
from  a bridge,  in  the  building  of  which  he  was  con- 
cerned. He  was  killed  by  a dicharge  of  buck-shot, 
which  lodged  in  the  side  of  his  head,  penetrating 
the  brain.  The  greatest  excitement  prevailed  in 
that  city  in  consequence  of  it,  and  a circular  had 
been  issued  calling  on  the  citizens  to  aid  in  the 
search  for  the  murderer.  A great  many  accordingly 
turned  out  and  were  scouring  the  country  in  every 
direction.  One  individual  had  been  arrested  and 
lodged  in  jail  on  suspicion. 

Maine.  The  conservatives  of  this  state  have 
nominated  Mr.  F.  O.  J.  Smith,  the  present  member 
of  congress  from  the  Cumberland  district,  now  in 
Europe,  for  governor.  There  are  now  three  candi- 
dates in  the  field. 

‘ North  Carolina  Election.  Theelection  in 
North  Carolina  for  governor  and  members  of  the 
state  legislature  commenced  on  Thursday  last, when 
ten  counties  voted. 
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Trade  on  the  canals.  From  the  Pittsburg 
zette.  The  trade  of  the  Ohio  state  canal  contin- 
ues steadily  to  increase.  During  the  month  of  June 
just  past  there  arrived  at  Cleveland,  by  way  of  the 
canal,  34,218,616  lbs.  of  produce,  of  which  the  fol- 
lowing articles  constituted  the  principal  part: 

190,134  bushels  Wheat, 

22,462  do  Corn, 

2,489  do  Oats, 

71,464  barrels  Flour, 

9,506  do  Pork, 

2,314  do  Whiskey, 

28,731  pounds  Butter, 

409,716  do  Lard, 

772,483  do  Bacon, 

69  hhds.  Tobacco. 

Of  property  on  which  toll  is  charged  by  weight, 
there  were  cleared  irom  Cleveland,  by  way  of  the 
canal,  during  the  past  month,  4,012,162  lbs.  Dur- 
ing the  corresponding  month  last  year,  there  were 
cleared  3,455,985  lbs. 

The  Pennsylvania  canal  commissioners  are  mak 
ing  extraordinary  efforts  to  repair  the  damages  sus 
tamed  by  the  the  public  W'orks  on  the  Juniata.  A 
thousand  laborers  will  be  engaged  in  the  course  of 
the  present  week. 

The  amount  of  tolls  received  on  the  state  works 
from  the  1st  November  to  the  2d  instant,  was 
$656,331  76. 

New  York  Canals.  We  learn  from  the  Albany 
Argus  that  the  tolls  collected  on  the  New  York 
state  canals  for  the  4th  week  in  June,  amount  to 
the  sum  of  $47,123  90 — exceeding  the  receipts  for 
the  corresponding  w’eek  in  1837,  by  the  sum  of 
$15,034  99.  The  tolls  for  the  whole  month  of  June 
exceed  the  collections  in  the  same  month  in  1837, 
by  about  37  per  cent. 

From  the  opening  of  navigation  to  the  close  of 
June,  there  has  been  received  for  canal  tolls  the 
sum  of  $516,081  02.  This  exceeds  the  collections 
up  to  the  same  time  in  1837,  by  the  sum  of 
$119,966  87,  and  is  only  about  $2,000  less  than  the 
collections  to  that  time  in  1836. 

The  quantity  of  merchandize  cleared  from  Albany 
and  Troy  from  the  opening  of  navigation  to  the 
close  of  June  for  the  present  and  the  two  preceding 
years,  has  been  as  follows,  viz: 

1836.  1837.  1838. 

Mer.  cleard  37,686  tons.  32,169  tons.  37,392  tons. 

Tnis  shows  an  increase,  comparing  this  year  with 
last,  of  5,223  tons  of  merchandise,  equal  to  16  per 
cent.  Besides  the  merchandise  cleared  on  ihe 
canals,  they  have  passed  over  the  rail  road  this  sea- 
son 1,526  tons. 

The  quantity  of  flour  and  wheat  arriving  at  tide 
water  up  to  June  30,  for  three  years,  is  as  follows, 
viz: 

1836.  1837.  1838. 

Barrels  flour,  271,070  168,660  276,936 

Do  wheat  143,358  39,477  194,228 

The  increase  of  flour  and  wheat  this  year  over 
last,  equal  to  139,216  barrels  of  flour,  or  about  79 
per  cent. 

Produce  trade  of  Cleveland  in  eleven 
weeks.  The  Herald  states  that  the  earliest  receipts 
of  produce  this  season,  at  that  port,  by  the  Ohio 
canal,  were  on  the  18th  of  April,  and  the  quantities 
received  from  that  date  until  the  30th  of  June,  em- 
bracing a period  of  less  than  eleven  weeks,  were  as 
follows: 


Wheat, 

457,460  bush.  val.  at 

$1,25 

$571,825 

Corn, 

34,145  do 

do 

65 

22,194 

Oats, 

7,194  do 

do 

40 

2,877 

Flour, 

144,124  bbls. 

do 

6 

75 

972,837 

Pork, 

26,146  do 

do 

14 

00 

366,044 

Whiskey 

5,292  do 

do 

13 

00 

68,796 

Bacon,  1,288,162  lbs. 

do 

09 

115,934 

Lard, 

890,473  do 

do 

08 

71,237 

Butter, 

78,346  do 

do 

m 

9,793 

$2,201,537 

It  will  be  seen  that  we  have  affixed  an  average 
valuation  to  each  of  the  descriptions  of  produce, 
and  that  the  aggregate  value  is  two  millions,  two 
hundred  and  one  thousand,  five  hundred  and  thirty- 
seven  dollars! 

Narrow  escape  from  death.  Miss  Mary 
Clark,  daughter  of  captain  Dyer  Clark,  of  Medway, 
and  one  of  the  school  teachers  in  that  town,  was 
passing  through  a pasture  containing  a number  of 
young  cattle, "on  her  way  from  her  school.  She 
was  suddeidy  pursued  and  attacked  with  great  fury, 
by  a three  year  old  heifer,  which  soon  overtook, 
and  struck  her  to  the  ground  with  her  horns.  Her 
screams  brought  no  one  to  her  relief,  arid  the  en 
raged  animal  stood  as  in  triumph  over  its  prostrate 
victim  endeavoring  to  gore  her.  The  horns  of  the 
furious  creature  caught  in  her  dress,  and  she  was 
alternately  thrown  into  the  air,  and  dashed  upon 


the  earth  with  the  greatest  violence.  Her  clothes 
were  literally  torn  in  fragments  from  her  body — and 
her  books,  maps,  and  other  articles  which  she  was 
carrying  home,  were  shivered  and  scattered  to  the 
winds.  The  wild  and  fiery  eye-balls  of  the  infuri- 
ated beast  were  staring  full  in  her  face,  preparatory 
to  a more  dreadful  attack,  but  still  none  heard  her 
cry,  none  came  to  her  rescue,  and  to  use  her  own 
significant  language,  she  “thought  her  hour  had 
come  and  she  commended  her  soul  to  Go:l,  and 
believed  she  must  die  there  alone.” 

But  actuated  by  that  spirit  of  true  female  heroism, 
which  the  hour  of  imminent  peril  will  often  deve- 
lope,  she  resolved  to  make  one  effort  more,  and  sud- 
denly springing  to  her  feet,  she  seized  her  deadly 
foe  by  the  horns.  The  animal  immediately  plunged 
at  her  with  all  its  might,  but  she  held  her  firm 
grasp  upon  the  horns,  and  making  what  defence 
she  could  with  her  feet,  ran  backwards  till  she  came 
to  a stone  wall,  and  here  in  the  unequal  strife,  a 
kind  Providence,  she  hardly  knows  how,  enabled 
her  to  clear  the  wall  and  escape — covered  with 
wounds,  and  blood,  and  dust — to  the  nearest  house. 

A physician  was  ealled,  every  attention  was  paid  to 
her  by  the  kind  neighbors,  and  that  evening  she 
was  removed  to  her  farther’s  dwelling,  and  is  in  a 
fair  way  to  recover. 

The  young  lady  had  on  a red  dress  and  a red 
shawl.  It  is  well  known  that  some  cattle  of  pecu- 
liar temperament,  are  attracted  and  enraged  by  ap- 
pearances of  this  kind,  and  this  sad  accident  should 
be  a warning  to  others. 

[ Boston  Advertiser. 

Statue  of  Washington.  The  following,  from 
the  Cooperstown  Freeman’s  Journal,  gives  the  only 
definite  information  we  recollect  to  have  seen  of  the 
progress  making  by  Greenough,  the  sculptor,  with 
the  statue  of  Washington,  ordered  by  congress.  It 
will  be  seen  that  the  figure  has  been  modelled,  but 
that  the  delay  has  been  mainly  owing  to  the  diffi- 
culty of  procuring,  in  an  entire  block,  the  marble 
which  is  to  perpetuate  the  artist’s  design — weigh- 
ing as  it  does  in  the  rough,  some  sixty  tons. 

[Albany  Argus. 

“Mr.  Fennimore  Cooper  has  a letter  from  Mr. 
Greenough  the  sculptor,  of  a date  as  late  as  May 
6th,  1838,  in  w'hich  that  gentleman,  speaking  of  the 
statue  for  the  rotunda  of  the  capitol,  says — “The 
tatue  of  Washington,  after  cruel  delays,  from 
cholera,  quarantines  and  the  state  of  the  roads,  is 
now  in  full  progress.  The  marble  promises  well, 
and  we  are  near  the  surface.  The  block  weighed 
130,000  lbs.  when  we  commenced  on  it.  It  is  fast 
losing  its  chips.’  In  another  part  of  the.  same  let- 
ter the  artist  says,  ‘1  have  just  finished  Venus  Vic- 
trix,  and  am  now  preparing  a statue  from  ihe  Para- 
dise Lost;  Abdiel  as  described  at  the  close  of  the 
Fifth  Book.’ 

“As  the  art  of  the  statuary  is  so  little  understood 
in  this  country,  it  may  be  well  to  explain  why  a 
statue  that  was  ordered  four  year- since,  should  now 
be  just  commenced  in  tl.e  marble.  The  figure  is 
first  modelled  in  clay,  by  the  artist  himself.  In  this 
state  it  receives  its  general  form  with  all  that  is  in- 
tellectual, or  its  attitude  and  expression.  A good 
artist  frequently  consumes  years  on  a single  work, 
while  in  the  clay.  When  modelled  as  it  is  called, 
the  whole  is  covered  with  plaster  of  Paris,  the  clay 
is  dug  out,  and  a firm  mould  is  left,  with  the  con- 
cave impression  of  the  figure.  Fresh  plaster  is  in- 
troduced after  oiling  the  inner  surface,  when  the 
concave  mould  is  broken,  a regular  statue  in  plaster 
remains.  This  is  done  to  produce  a statue  in  a firm 
substance  like  plaster,  instead  of  leaving  it  in  the 
clay,  which  requires  to  be  constantly  moistened  lo 
prevent  its  falling  to  pieces.  The  work  in  the 
marble  now'  commences  with  measurements  taken 
from  the  plaster  cast.  When  ordinary  workmen 
have  wrought  the  stone  down  to  what  Mr.  Gree- 
nough calls  “the  surface,-”  the  artist  takes  it  in  hand 
again,  and  gives  those  finishing  touches  with  the 
chisel,  that  produce  the  appearance  of  flesh,  mus- 
cles and  bones.  This  finishing  forms  the  merit  of 
the  detail,  as  the  ideal,  or  the  expression  constitutes 
the  intellectual  character  of  a work  of  this  sort.” 

Letter  from  Mr.  Duncan  of  Ohio. 

Washington,  May  30,  1838. 
To  Ihe  editor  of  the  Western  Courier: 

Sir:  A friend  of  mine  has  just  furnished  me  with 
a number  of  your  useful  and  patriotic  paper  by 
which  I find  that  some  of  the  federal  bank  editors, 
in  your  portion  of  the  state,  have  made  some  use  of 
my  name  for  exercising  my  franking  privilege,  to 
aid  the  distribution  of  political  documents,  in  dis- 
tricts other  than  that  which  I immediately  repre- 
sent. 

Now',  be  it  known,  that  the  notice  thus  taken  of 
the  aforesaid,  is  for  the  purpose  of  inciting  all  good 
democrats  in  the  state  of  Ohio,  in  whatever  con- 


gressional district  they  may  reside,  to  forward  me 
their  names,  county  of  residence,  and  post  office, 
and  I will  furnish  them,  and  each  of  them,  with 
sound  whole‘-hog  Jackson-Van  Buren  anti-bank 
democratic  documents,  by  virtue  of  my  franking 
privilege,  w hile  I enjoy  it,  and  so  far  as  documents 
come  to  my  hand — holding  myself  responsible  for 
all  consequences  resulting  from  the  w hillings  and 
snariings  of  bank  spaniels,  and  federal  tools  of  the 
whole  editorial  corps. 

Respectfully,  A.  Duncan. 

Mississippi  election — official. 


Whig, 


Ad. 


Counties.  Prentiss. 

Word. 

Claiborne. 

Davis. 

Adams, 

693 

665 

299 

281 

Amite, 

335 

322 

265 

266 

Atalla, 

145 

142 

172 

170 

Bolivar, 

40 

40 

8 

8 

Carrol], 

500 

488 

368 

362 

Copiah, 

280 

258 

312 

295 

Covington, 

43 

32 

192 

181 

Claiborne, 

410 

378 

350 

320 

Choctaw, 

154 

143 

277 

261 

Chickasaw, 

45 

43 

82 

81 

Coahomo, 

34 

32 

58 

58 

Clarke, 

53 

29 

114 

98 

De  Soto, 

141 

138 

118 

115 

Franklin, 

109 

113 

147 

140 

Green, 

71 

63 

34 

26 

Hinds, 

1107 

1060 

403 

409 

Holmes, 

357 

345 

235 

230 

Hancock, 

129 

127 

22 

21 

Ilawamba, 

27 

22 

194 

187 

Jackson, 

10 

3 

71 

59 

Jefferson, 

425 

417 

121 

120 

Jasper, 

159 

121 

177 

148 

Jones, 

22 

17 

114 

111 

Kemper, 

209 

184 

370 

363 

Lauderdale, 

36 

28 

228 

220 

Leake, 

150 

143 

162 

155 

Lowndes, 

604 

569 

532 

494 

Law  re  nee, 

81 

76 

432 

426 

Lafayette, 

247 

242 

277 

273 

Marion, 

63 

61 

139 

136 

Monroe, 

327 

280 

410 

403 

Madison, 

621 

603 

270 

257 

Marshall, 

-571 

554 

720 

707 

Noxubee, 

351 

336 

406 

386 

Newton, 

65 

53 

137 

135 

Neshoba, 

32 

19 

121 

113 

Octibbeha, 

111 

104 

155 

151 

Perry, 

60 

60 

30 

31 

Pike, 

138 

127 

226 

220 

Ponola, 

188 

180 

140 

129 

Pontooc, 

178 

173 

149 

137 

Rankin, 

277 

265 

228 

222 

Smith, 

39 

24 

109 

95 

Scott, 

41 

39 

104 

100 

Simp-on, 

72 

64 

155 

148 

T uuica, 

11 

9 

34 

34 

Tallahalchie 

135 

126 

99 

97 

Tishemingo, 

57 

61 

272 

262 

Tippah, 

204 

213 

327 

317 

Wayne, 

32 

16 

45 

37 

Washington, 

87 

86 

29 

28 

Wilkinson, 

518 

511 

123 

128 

Winston, 

126 

121 

273 

271 

Warren, 

773 

760 

264 

267 

Yalobusha, 

506 

483 

466 

447 

Yazoo, 

522 

509 

202 

210 

12,772 

12,077 

11,776 

11,346 

Munificent  bequests.  The  Register  of  wills 
has  published  a list  of  the  charitable  bequests  of 
the  late  Mr.  Koline,  formerly  of  Charleston,  S.  C. 
but  at  the  time  of  his  death  and  many  years  pre- 
vious a resident  of  the  city  and  counly.  The 
amount  bequeathed  is  about  seven  hundred  and 
thirty  thousand  dollars.  The  Protestant  Episcopal 
church,  of  which  Mi.  Kohne  was  a member,  is  the 
principal  object  of  his  bounty,  in  bequests  of  at 
least  $163,000,  to  be  variously  applied.  There  are 
various  bequests,  of  which  the  principal  are, 
$60,000  to  the  orphan  asylum,  $100,000  to  the 
house  of  refuge,  $20,000  to’ the  deaf  and  dumb  in- 
stitution, $10,000  to  the  dispensary  at  Philadelphia, 
and  several  large  sums  to  benevolent  societies  in 
Charleston.  The  remainder,  estimated  at  $300,000, 
he  devises  to  “such  charitable  institutions  in  Penn- 
sylvania and  South  Carolina,  as  his  executors,  or 
the  survivor  of  them,  shall  deem  most  beneficial  to 
mankind,  and  so  that  part  of  the  colored  population 
in  each  of  the  said  states  of  Pennsylvania  and  South 
Carolina  shall  partake  of  the  benefits  thereof.” 
Well  may  the  pious  Episcopalian  repeat  the  oft- 
repeated  declaration  of  good  old  Job:  “The  Lord 
gave,  and  the  LoM  hath  taken  away,  blessed  be  the 
name  of  the  Lord.”  [Phila.  National  Gazette. 
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South  Carolina.  The  following  resolutions 
were  passed  by  the  legislature  of  South  Carolina  at 
its  recent  session: 

At  a general  assembly  begun  and  holden  at  Colum- 
bia, on  Monday  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  May, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirty-eight,  and  from  thence  continued 
by  divers  adjournments,  to  the  first  day  of  June, 
in  the  same  year,  and  in  the  sixty-second  year  of 
the  sovereignty  and  independence  of  the  United 
States  of  America. 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  legislature, 
the  resolutions  adopted  at  the  last  session,  recom- 
mending the  separation  of  the  government  from 
banks,  and  the  eventual  collection  and  disburse- 
ment of  the  public  moneys  of  the  United  Slates  in 
the  constitutional  currency,  have  received  the  ap- 
probation of  the  people  of  this  state. 

2.  Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  legisla- 
ture, the  policy  indicated  by  those  resolutions  is  es- 
sential to  the  best  interests  of  the  country;  and  that 
any  public  servant  who  reltises  to  promote  the  same, 
pursues  a course  injurious  to  the  welfare  and  pros- 
perity of  the  state. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  presiding  officers  of  this 
legislature,  be  requested  to  transmit  copies  of  these 
resolutions  to  the  Senators  and  representatives  of 
this  state,  in  congress  of  the  United  States. 

In  the  house  of  representatives,  31  st  May,  183S. 
Resolved,  That  the  house  do  agree  to  the  resolu- 
tions. Ordered,  That  they  be  sent  to  the  senate  for 
concurrence. 

By  order:  T.  W.  Glover,  c.  h.  r. 

In  senate,  31  st  May,  1838. 
Resolved,  That  the  senate  do  concur  in  the  reso- 
lutions. Ordered,  That  they  be  returned  to  the 
house  of  representatives. 

By  order:  Jacob  Warley,  c.  s. 

The  footsteps  of  the  pilgrims.  Among 
the  earliest  New  England  religious  observances, 
were  the  thanksgiving  festivals,  and  the  annual 
days  of  fasting.  It  will  be  seen  by  the  annexed 
proclamation,  issued  in  March  last  by  governor 
Matthias,  at  Bassa  Cove,  that  the  example  of  the 
infant  colonies  ol  New'  England  has  been  copied 
by  the  infant  colonies  of  western  Aliica.  May  the 
land  of  the  latter  be  blessed  as  the  former  has  been: 
Proclamation  for  thanksgiving.  The  following  is 
a copy  of  the  proclamation  issued  by  the  governor 
of  Bassa  Cove  and  Edina,  for  thanksgiving  on  the 
8th  day  of  March  last.  We  have  copied  it  from 
the  colonial  journal  kept  by  the  governor — the 
Colonization  Herald. 

“The  past  year  has  been  distinguished  for  mer- 
cies of  no  ordinary  character.  The  public  health 
lias  been  good.  Harmony  and  peace  have  prevail- 
ed among  us.  AVe  have  been  preserved  from  fa- 
mine and  war.  The  chiefs  of  the  neighboring 
tribes  respect  us,  and  court  our  alliance.  The  sea- 
sons have  bpen  fruitful. 

At  no  period  of  the  existence  of  the  colonies  has 
the  prospect  of  independence  by  means  of  agricul- 
tural pursuits  been  more  flattering.  Schools  are  in 
successful  operation,  knowledge  is  increasing,  the 
rights  of  conscience  and  the  protection  of  the  laws 
have  been  enjoyed  by  all.  In  a word  the  colonies, 
through  the  divine  blessing,  are  fast  nsing  from  in- 
fancy to  the  strength,  firmness,  independence  and 
self-government  of  manhood. 

In  view  of  these  and  other  blessings,  it  is  our 
duty  to  acknowledge  the  hand  of  God^  whence  we 
derive  them,  and  to  return  him  thanks,  and  to  beg 
of  him  a continuation  of  his  blessings.  I do  there- 
fore, with  the  advice  of  the  council,  appoint  Thurs- 
day, the  8th  of  March,  as  a day  of  public  thanks- 
giving, and  respectfully  recommend  the  good  people 
in  this  commonwealth  to  observe  it  as  usual. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  my  office  in  Bassa  Cove, 
this  26th  day  of  February,  1838. 

John  J.  Matthias.” 

More  American  antiquities — Asiatic  ori- 
gin of  the  Northern  Indians.  At  Sagada- 
noc,  on  the  Kennebec  (Maine,)  eleven  Indian 
graves  have  been  found — some  of  the  skeletons  7 
feet  high — others  sitting.  On  the  head  of  one  is  a 
copper  kettle;  also  in  the  graves,  stone  arrow  heads, 
and  beads,  nearly  all  indicating  an  existence  subse- 
quent to  the  inroads  of  the  whites  upon  this  conti- 
nent. In  the  tribes  of  the  extreme  of  our  north  we 
thus  see  the  Asiatic  extraction  marked  by  the  grave 
relics  carried  with  the  dead  on  the  voyage  to  that 
other  world  “from  whose  bourne  no  traveller  re- 
turns.” The  thought  is  pleasing  to  the  dying  leav- 
ing this  existence,  and  it  is  clearly  traceable  in  all 
that  pageantry  of  ceremony  which  the  Egyptians 
observed — for  they  were  a nation  whose  costty  mau- 
soleums, and  cemeteries,  and  embalmments,  and  sar- 
cophagi, and  catacombs,  seemed  to  indicate  that 
their  thoughts  were  more  with  the  dead  than  the 


living — more  immortal  than  earthly — resting  in  fix- 
ed and  steadfast  faith  on  the  future,  and  noting  time 
only  by  its  funeral  monuments  as  the  -true  land- 
marks; as  even  in  the  midst  of  their  feasts  the 
corpse  and  its  cerements  were  there  to  speed  the 
revelry  of  the  banquet,  and  every  act  of  life,  public 
or  private,  seemed  ever  tinctured  with  the  domi- 
nant idea  that  soothed  and  shaded  the  warm  ambi- 
tion of  that  heated  clime  with  a subdued  philoso- 
phy that  could  look  on  the  inevitable  destiny  of  all 
with  composure,  and  even  welcome  it  with  joy. 
The  spirits  of  the  dead  are  beautifully  painted  on 
the  papyruses  found  in  the  coffins,  under  the  cha- 
racter of  reapers,  harvesting  with  the  sickle  of  eter- 
nity the  fruits  of  the  good  actions  in  this  life;  an 
allegory  full  of  poetry  and  sublimity.  [A.  Y.  Slar. 

“Hail  Columbia.”  AVe  present  our  readers 
with  an  American  anecdote,  from  the  pen  of  a va- 
lued correspondent,  respecting  the  composition  of 
‘Hail  Columbia,’  by  judge  Hopkinson,  which  will 
be  new  to  most  of  our  subscribers.  [ Waldic’s  Jour- 
nal of  Belles  Retires. 

Mr.  Editor:  Though  you  are  aware  that  the  ho- 
norable judge  Hopkinson  is  the  author  of  ‘Hail 
Columbia,’  you  may  not  know  the  circumstances 
under  which  it  was  written.  I have  heard  the  his- 
tory of  the  song  more  than  once,  and  hope  it  may 
find  a place  of  record  in  some  corner  of  your  jour- 
nal, and  be  rescued  from  oblivion. 

In  the  year  1798  when  patriotic  feeling  pervaded 
the  country,  and  when  there  were  several  parties  in 
the  field,  Mr.  Fox,  a young  player,  who  was  more 
admired  for  his  vocal  than  histrionic  powers,  called 
one  morning  upon  his  friend  Mr.  H.,  and,  after 
stating  that  the  following  evening  had  been  appoint- 
ed for  his  benefit,  and  expressing  great  fear  for  the 
result,  as  not  a single  box  had  been  taken,  begged 
his  friend  to  do  something  in  his  behalf. 

“If”  said  Fox  “you  will  write  me  some  patriotic 
verses  to  the  tune  of  the  President’s  March,  I feel 
sure  of  a full  house.  Several  of  the  people  about 
the  theatre  have  attempted  it;  but  they  have  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  it  cannot  be  done,  yeti  think 
you  may  succeed.”  Mr.  H.  consentedto  make  a 
trial,  and  requested  Fox  to  call  in  the  evening  to 
judge  of  the  result. 

Mr.  Hopkinson  retired  to  his  study,  and  in  a short 
time  wrote  the  first  verse  and  chorus,  which  were 
submitted  to  Mrs.  Hopkinson,  who  sung  them  to  a 
piano  accompaniment,  and  proved  the  measure  and 
music  to  be  compatible  and  in  keeping.  In  this 
way  the  second  and  other  verses  were  written,  and 
when  Fox  returned  in  the  evening,  he  received 
with  delight  the  song  as  it  now  stands.  The  fol- 
lowing morning  small  handbills  and  placards  an- 
nounced that  Mr.  Fox  would  sing  a new  patriotic 
song,  &c. 

The  theatre  was  crowded;  the  song  was  sung, 
and  received  with  rapture;  it  was  repeated  eight 
tunes  and  again  encored,  and  when  sung  the  ninth 
time,  the  whole  audience  stood  up  and  joined  in 
the  chorus.  Night  after  night  ‘Hail  Columbia’ 
cheered  the  visiters  of  the  theatre,  and  in  a very 
few  days  it  was  the  universal  song  of  the  boys  in 
the  streets  from  one  end  of  the  city  to  the  other. 
Nor  was  the  distinguished  author  of  this  truly  na- 
tional song— a song  which  met  the  entire  approba- 
tion of  all  parties  of  the  day — forgotten.  The 
street  in  which  he  resided  was  on  the  occasion 
crowded,  and  ‘Hail  Columbia’  broke  on  the  still- 
ness of  midnight  from  five  hundred  patriotic  voices. 

Iowa  and  AVisconsin..  It  appears  by  a recent 
census  that  the  new  territory  of  Iowa  has  a popu- 
lation of  29,859.  AVisconsin  territory,  since  the 
dismemberment  of  Iowa,  contains  18,149  inhabi- 
tants, or  did  a month  or  two  ago.  Even  by  this 
time,  the  population  of  both  these  territories  has 
increased  considerably,  and  before  the  next  general 
census  is  taken,  both  will  be  entitled  to  admission 
into  the  union. 

The  Racine  Argus  gives  an  enthusiastic  descrip- 
tion of  the  country  composing  the  present  territo- 
ry of  Wisconsin,  and  especially  that  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Racine,  bordering  Lake  Michigan. 

The  whole  of  Racine  county,  (it  says,)  except- 
ing a tract  upon  the  lake,  is  undulating  prairie  and 
timber,  having  a soil  from  one  to  two  feet  deep, 
with  a clay  sub-stratum.  In  Walworth  and  Rock 
the  prairie  is  more  level,  having  about  the  same 
depth  of  soil  with  a sandy  sub-stratum.  There  is 
but  a very  little  stone  except  upon  the  rivers,  and 
that  is  lime-stone.  The  timber  is  composed  prin- 
cipally of  burr  oak,  white  oak,  black  walnut,  hick- 
ory, and  sugar  maple. 

All  kinds  of  crops  which  may  be  raised  in  a 
northern  latitude  may  be  cullivated  with  success. 
There  was  a great  deal  of  wheat  sown  last  fall,  and 
it  is  doing  remarkably  well.  Indeed,  as  fine  pieces 
of  wheat  and  corn  can  be  shown  here  as  in  any 


country  in  the  world.  Oats,  rye,  barley,  buck- 
wheat, peas  and  beans,  have  been  very  productive. 
But  the  root  cultivation,  owing  to  the  depth  and 
newness  of  the  soil,  has  been  most  astonishing. 
Mr.  Pettibone,  of  Prairie  Village,  a man  of  credi- 
bility, said  that  he  raised  a turnip  last  year,  which 
was  larger  than  a peck  measure.  Cows  give  a 
great  quantity  of  rich  milk,  and  cattle  of  all  kinds, 
owing  to  the  great  range  of  pasturage  on  the  prai- 
rie, soon  become  very  fat,  and  furnish  the  most 
tender  and  delicious  beef.  We  hesitate  not  to  say, 
that  as  a stock  country  it  is  unrivalled.  The  great- 
est portion  of  this  tract  is  supplied  with  timber, 
and  is  well  watered,  and  I do  not  believe  there  is  a 
section  in  the  wdiole  which  is  waste  land,  and 
which  will  not  be  ultimately  inhabited. 

Our  climate,  as  to  heat  and  cold,  is  a little  milder 
than  that  of  the  same  latitude  at  the  east,  we  being 
in  about  42  degrees.  Our  atmosphere  is  much 
purer,  having  few’er  rainy  or  cloudy  days,  and  be- 
ing always  much  clearer.  Consequently  our  hori- 
zon appears  more  distant,  the  sky  more  lofty,  and 
the  heavenly  bodies  larger  and  more  brilliant.  An 
object  the  size  of  an  ox-team  can  be  seen  eight 
miles  with  the  naked  eye.  No  case  of  fever  and 
ague,  billions  fever,  or  of  any  epidemic,  has  ever 
originated  in  this  country  since  its  first  settlement. 
No  country  can  be  more  healthy. 

Gilbert  Knapp  w’as  the  first  white  settler  in  this 
section  of  the  country.  He  settled  in  this  place  in 
November,  1834.  A fewT  came  in  the  following 
winter,  and  many  more  the  next  spring.  The  first 
crops  that  were  raised  in  this  country,  were  raised 
in  1835.  There  are  several  farmers  now  who  have 
over  150  acres,  and  more  than  twenty  who  have 
over  100  acres  under  cultivation.  The  choicest 
breeds  of  sheep,  hogs,  horses,  and  cattle,  have  been 
imported  here  from  the  state  of  New  York,  and 
other  places.  The  best  seeds  and  kinds  of  grain 
have  been  introduced.  Fruit  treps  of  all  kinds 
have  been  brought  in  and  transplanted,  and  it  is 
confidently  believed  to  be  a good  fruit  country. 
We  have  now  over  3,500  inhabitants. 


LAW  CASES. 

Court  of  Common  Pleas.  Thursday. — Before  judge 
Ingraham. 

Mordecai  Meyers,  vs.  Thomas  Powell  et  al. — 
This  was  an  action  brought  against  the  defendants, 
owners  of  the  steamboat  Highlander,  to  recover 
the  value  of  a trunk  and  contents  worth  $127,  the 
the  property  of  the  plaintiff’s  son,  a minor. 

It  appeared  Irom  the  evidence,  that  in  the  early 
part  of  November  last,  the  plaintiff’s  son  came 
down  from  Newburg  to  this  city  in  the  Highlander, 
and  arrived  here  at  10  o’clock  in  the  evening  — 
Having  his  trunk  on  board  and  not  wishing  to  stay 
himself  he  inquired  of  the  captain  if  it  would  be 
safe  until  morning,  and  he  received  an  affirmative 
reply- — the  captain  stating  that  a watch  was  kept 
on  board  every  night  for  the  protection  of  the 
property  on  board  the  boat.  Satisfied  with  this  as- 
surance, the  trunk  was  left  on  board  till  the  next 
morning,  and  the  plaintiff’s  son  left  the  boat.  In 
the  morning  when  he  called  for  his  trunk,  he  was 
informed  that  it  had  been  delivered  to  a black  man, 
who  brought  an  order  for  it,  signed  by  one  Mr. 
Myers,  which  order  however  turned  out  to  be  a 
forgery.  The  captain  and  the  owner  of  the  trunk 
then  started  in  search  of  the  negro  who  had  taken 
the  trunk,  and  they  succeeded  in  finding  him  in  the 
course  of  a few  hours.  He  was  taken  to  the  police 
office,  but  it  being  clearly  proved  that  he  had  been 
made  the  tool  of  some  rogue,  be  was  discharged, 
but  nothing  has  ever  since  been  heard  of  the  trunk 
or  contents,  and  the  present  action  was  instituted 
against  the  defendants  to  recover  the  value. 

The  above  facts  were  fully  proved  by  the  plain- 
tiff ’s  son,  as  was  the  value  of  the  contents  of  the 
trunk,  and  the  fact  of  the  delivery  to  the  negro  was 
admitted  by  the  defendants. 

On  the  part  of  the  defendants,  it  was  contended 
that  they  could  not  in  the  present  instance  be  sued 
as  common  carriers,  inasmuch  as  common  carriers 
were  only  liable  for  the  safe  delivery  of  the  goods  at 
the  place  of  destination.  This  it  was  contended 
had  been  done  in  the  present  case,  as  they  had  only 
contracted  to  bring  the  trunk  to  this  city,  and  no 
compensation  had  been  paid  to  the  captain  for  keep- 
ing it  one  night  in  safety.  The  only  evidence  ad- 
duced by  the  defendants,  was  that  of  the  negro  who 
had  taken  the  trunk,  and  he  stated  that  he  received 
the  order  from  a person  unknown  to  him.  to  whom 
he  took  the  trunk.  He  was  met  in  Murray  street 
and  paid  for  carrying  it,  and  the  person  who  had 
given  the  order,  had  shouldered  it  himself  and  went 
off. 

The  court  charged  that  in  the  present  case  the 
main  question  to  be  considered  was  as  to  the  de- 
livery of  the  trunk  here,  and  if  they  believed  that 
it  had  been  delivered,  the  defendants  were  entitled 
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to  a verdict.  Proprietors  of  steamboats,  &c.,  were 
liable  as  common  carriers  for  any  tiling  entrusted 
to  their  charge,  and  they  were  bound  to  deliver  it 
safely.  In  this  case  the  captain  remained  in  pos- 
session of  the  trunk,  and  the  rule  is  that  a carrier 
is  bound  to  retain  goo.ss  in  safety  and  to  protect 
them  even  in  case  of  the  inability  or  refusal  of  the 
owner  to  call  for  them  immediately.  Applying 
this  rule  to  the  present  case,  there  had  been  no  de- 
livery, for  the  captain  assumed  the  charge  of  the 
goods  until  called  for  by  the  plaintiff’s  son.  If  the 
jury  thought  that  the  goods  had  been  delivered  to 
the  right  owner,  their  verdict  would  be  for  the  de- 
fendants, and  if  not,  they  would  find  a verdict  for 
the  plaintiff,  and  estimate  the  value  of  the  trunk 
and  contents,  according  to  the  testimony.  Verdict 
for  plaintiff,  $100  and  costs.  [iV.  Y.  Cour.  Enq. 

Supreme  judicial  court.  Adjourned  law’  term, 
June.  W.  J.  Loring  vs.  The  Neptune  Insurance 
company. 

This  was  an  action  on  a policy  of  insurance  on 
the  cargo  on  board  the  bark  Stag,  from  Cuba  to 
Hamburg.  The  plaintiff  was  part  owner  of  the 
vessel  with  J.  A.  Cunningham,  and  each  had  a se- 
parate invoice  cf  350  boxes  sugar.  The  vessel  met 
with  bad  weather,  was  obliged  to  cut  away  some  of 
her  equipments  arid  throw  overboard  a part  of  her 
cargo,  and  she  put  into  Bermuda.  It  was  found  at 
Bermuda  that  88  boxes  of  plaintiff ’s  sugars  were 
damaged  more  than  50  per  cent,  of  their  value.  A 
general  average  adjustment  was  made  at  Hamburg, 
by  Mr.  Olderinaun,  the  despatcheur,  who  is  alone 
authorized  by  the  law  of  that  place  to  execute  this 
duty.  Among  the  contributary  interests  brought 
into  the  adjustment,  were  the  140  boxes  of  sugars 
above  mentioned,  at  full  invoice  cost.  The  con- 
signee of  the  vessel,  and  of  the  plaintiff’s  part  of 
the  cargo,  settled  the  general  average  on  this  basis. 
The  defendants  paid  plaintitftbe  value  of  ttie  sugars 
which  were  totally  lost,  and  sixty  per  cent,  of  the 
value  of  the  decayed  parcel.  The  plaintiff  claimed 
to  recover  the  amount  assessed  on  him  as  owner  of 
the  said  140  boxes  which  the  defendants  resisted. 

This  case  was  argued  by  C.  G.  and  F.  C.  Loring 
for  the  plaintiff,  who  contended  that  a general  ave- 
rage adjustment,  made  in  the  port  of  destination, 
fairly  and  according  to  the  law  of  that  place,  was 
conclusive  on  all  parties  interested  in  the  ship,  car- 
go and  freight;  and  that  this  adjustment  was  made 
in  that  manner.  To  piove  which  they  produced 
the  depositions  of  the  despacheur,  the  consignee, 
and  Dr.  Gossler,  an  eminent  lawyer  of  Harrisburg; 
and  they  contended  further,  that  the  plaintiff  was 
entitled  by  law  to  recover  from  the  defendants  the 
sum  he  had  lost  by  such  assessment  and  they  cited 
numerous  authorities,  both  English  and  American 
in  support  of  their  principles. 

C.  P.  Curtis,  esq.  on  behalf  of  the  defendants,  ar- 
gued, that  the  assessment  on  the  plaintiff  for  proper- 
ty which  was  not  saved  by  the  sacrifice,  was  against 
common  justice — and  that  the  clearest  evidence 
ought  to  be  produced  that  it  was  made  pursuant  to 
the  law  of  the  place;  he  contrasted  the.  testimony 
of  Dr.  Gossler,  who  had  no  interest  in  the  case, 
with  that  of  the  despacheur  who  made  up  the  ad- 
justment, and  the  consignee  who  paid  the  money, 
and  might  be  called  upon  to  repay  it,  if  the  plain- 
tiff did  not  recover  it  here.  But  admitting  the 
general  principle,  that  parties  are  bound  by  a general 
average  ad  justment,  made  at  the  port  of  destination, 
conformably  to  the  established  laws  of  that  place, 
and  admitting  (for  the  purpose  of  argument)  that 
this  adjustment  was  so  made,  the  learned  counsel 
argued,  that  the  law  vvas  founded  in  a mistake  or 
disregard  of  the  common  principles  of  justice,  and 
ought  not  to  be  recognised  as  binding  in  our  courts. 
General  average  contribution  was  based  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  benefit  received  by  the  contributor  from 
the  jettison  or  expenditure  or  other  sacrifice  made 
for  the  common  good,  and  that  property  which  was 
finally  lost  never' ought  and  did  not  contribute  to 
the  payment  of  general  average,  except  that  which 
was  the  subject  of  jettison  or  sacrifice;— thus  it  was 
paid  for  by  the  other  contributary  interests,  and 
was  itself  brought  into  the  adjustment  as  one  of 
those  interests.  If  it  were  not,  it  would  be  belter 
for  the  owner  to  have  his  goods  thrown  overboard 
in  case  of  storm,  than  to  have  them  arrive  in  good 
safety.  If  this  Hamburg  regulation  was  to  prevail, 
the  condition  of  an  owner  who  lost  half  his  invoice 
by  jettison  would  be  far  better  olf  than  another 
owner  who  should  lose  an  equal  quantity  by  the 
storm.  While  the  ow  ner  of  the  first  vvas  paid  for 
his  goods  because  they  were  sacrificed,  the  owner 
of  the  others  would  not  only  have  no  claim  for  pay- 
ment for  his,  but  would  be  held  to  contribute  as 
owner  of  the  very  goods  which  he  had  lost,  to  the 
reimbursement  of  his  fortunate  co-shipper,  whose 
goods  happened  to  be  more  convenient  to  be  thrown 
overboard. 


Chief  justice  Shaw  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court.  They  considered  the  transaction  at  Ham- 
burg in  the  nature  of  judicial  proceedings,  and  al- 
though the  rule  adopted  at  that  port  certainly  ap- 
peared to  be  a singular  one,  yet  they  felt  bound  to 
acquiesce  in  it,  believing  as  they  did,  that  it  was 
the  law  of  that  place.  It  was  difficult  to  see  how 
the  plaintiff  could  have  got  rid  of  paying  what  he 
did,  and  it  was  but  just  and  reasonable  that  he 
should  recover  in  the  present  action.  The  adjust- 
ment at  Hamburg  was  binding  on  both  parties,  and 
there  must  be  judgment  on  the  verdict. 

[ Boston  Daily  Times. 


SETTLEMENT  OF  KENTUCKY. 

At  the  first  meeting  of  the  Kentucky  historical 
society,  the  following  anecdote  of  Indian  generosity 
and  magnanimity  was  related  by  a gentleman  dis- 
tinguished in  the  annals  of  Kentucky,  with  whose 
permission  we  give  it  to  the  public  through  our 
paper; 

About  the  year  1784  or  1785,  Mr.  Andrew  Row- 
an* embarked  in  a barge  at  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio, 
(where  Louisville  now  stands,)  with  a party,  to 
descend  the  river.  The  boat  having  stopped  at  the 
Yellow  Banks,  on  the  Indian  side,  some  distance 
below,  Mr.  Rowan,  borrowing  a rifle  of  one  of  the 
company,  stepped  on  shore  and  strolled  into  the 
bottom,  probably  rather  in  pursuit  of  amusement 
than  game:  for,  frpm  having  always  been  of  a 
feeble  constitution  and  adverse  to  action,  he  knew 
not  how  fo  use  a rifle,  and  besides  had  with  him 
but  the  single  charge  of  ammunition  which  was  in 
the  gun.  He  unconsciously  protracted  his  stay  be- 
yond what  he  intended;  and  returning  to  the  spot 
where  he  had  landed,  saw  nothing  of" the  boat  nor 
the  company  he  had  left.  It  being  a time  of  hos- 
tility with  the  Indians,  and  suspicions  of  their  ap- 
proach having  alarmed  the  party,  they  had  put  off. 
and  made  down  the  stream  with  all  possible  haste, 
not  daring  to  linger  for  their  companion  on  shore. 

Mr.  R.  now  found  himself  alone  on  the  banks  of 
the  Ohio,  a vast  and  trackless  forest  stretching 
around  him,  with  but  one  charge  of  powder,  and 
himself  too  unskilled  in  the  use  of  the  rifle  to  profit 
even  by  that,  and  liable  at  any  moment  to  fall  into 
the  hands  of  the  savages.  The  nearest  settlement 
of  the  whites  was  Vincennes,  (now  in  Indiana,) 
distant  probably  about  one  hundred  miles.  Shaping 
his  course  as  nearly  as  he  could  calculate  for  this, 
he  commenced  his  perilous  and  hopeless  journey. 
Unaccustomed  to  travelling  in  the  forest  he  soon 
lost  all  reckoning  of  his  wmy,  and  wandered  about 
at  venture.  Impelled  by  the  gnawings  of  hunger, 
he  discharged  his.  rifle  at  a deer  that  happened  to 
pass  near  him,  but  missed  it.  The  third  day  found 
him  stili  wandering,  whether  towards  Vincennes  or 
from  it,  he  knew  not, — exhausted,  famished  and 
despairing.  Several  times  had  he  laid  down  as  he 
thought  to  die.  Roused  by  the  sound  of  a gun  not 
far  distant,  betokening,  as  he  well  knew  the  pre- 
sence of  the  Indians,  he  proceeded  towards  the  spot 
w'hence  the  report  had  proceeded,  resolved  as  a 
last  hope  of  life,  to  surrender  himself  to  those 
whose  tender  mercies  he  knew  to  be  cruel.  Ad- 
vancing a short  distance  he  saw  an  Indian  ap- 
proaching who,  on  discovering  him — as  the  first 
impulse  was  on  any  alarm  with  both  the  whites 
and  Indians  on  the  frontiers  in  time  of  hostilities — 
drew  up  his  rifle  to  his  shoulder,  in  readiness  to  fire. 
Mr.  R.  turned  the  butt  of  his,  and  the  Indian,  with 
French  politeness,  turned  the  butt  of  his  also. — 
They  approached  each  other.  The  Indian  seeing 
his  pale  and  emaciated  appearance,  and  understand- 
ing the  cause,  took  him  to  his  wigwam,  a few’ 
miles  distant,  where  he  cooked  for  him  for  several 
days  and  treated  him  with  the  greatest  hospitality. 
Then  learning  from  him  by  signs  that  he  wished  to 
go  to  Vincennes,  the  Indian  immediately  left  his 
hunting,  took  his  rifle  and  a small  stock  of  provi- 
sions, and  conducted  him  in  safety  to  that  settle- 
ment, a distance  from  his  cabin  of  about  eighty 
qniles.  b 

Having  arrived  there,  and  wishing  to  rew  ard  well 
the  generous  Indian  to  whom  he  owed  his  life.  Mr. 
R.  made  arrangements  with  a merchant  of  the  set- 
tlement, to  whom  he  made  himself  known,  to  o-ive 
him  three  hundred  dollars.  But  the  Indian  w’ould 
not  receive  a farthing.  When  made  to  understand 
by  Mr.  R.  through  an  interpreter,  that  he  could  not 
be  happy  unless  he  would  accept  something,  he 
replied,  pointing  to  a new  blanket  near  him,' that 
he  would  take  that;  and  added,  wrapping  his  own 
blanket  around  his  shoulders,  “when  I wrap  my- 
self in  it  I will  think  of  you.” 

Where  was  there  ever  a white  man,  that  even  in 
a time  of  peace,  would  have  so  befriended  an  In- 
dian? L.  B. 


*Uncie  of  the  present  lion.  John  Rowan,  of  Lou- 
isville. 


THE  UNITED  STATES  AND  MEXICO. 
House  of  Rejires^ntatives,July  7,  1838.  Mr.  How- 
ard, from  the  committee  on  foreign  allairs,  made 
the  following  report: 

The  committee  on  foreign  affairs,  to  which  have 
been  referred,  during  the  course  of  the  session, 
several  messages  from  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  and  other  documents,  showdng  the  state 
of  our  relations  with  Mexico,  have  had  the  same 
under  consideration,  and  respectfully  offer  the 
following  report: 

That  causes  of  complaint  appear  to  have  existed 
for  many  years,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
against  the  government  ot  Mexico,  both  on  account 
of  insults  offered  to  our  flag  and  national  vessels, 
and  injuries  committed  upon  the  persons  and  pro- 
perty of  our  citizens.  Representations  were  ac- 
cordingly made  of  these  grievances,  attended  by 
demands  for  redress,  by  the  accredited  function- 
aries of  the  United  States,  residing  in  Mexico;  but 
as  thatguvernment  entirely  neglected  to  repair  these 
outrages,  and  the  ill  feeling  of  their  people,  or  re- 
missness  in  the  execution  of  their  laws,  continued 
to  produce  fresh  causes  of  dissatisfaction,  the  list 
of  grievances  became  enlarged  from  time  to  time 
by  the  addition  of  constantly  occurring  injuries, 
the  remonstrances  against  wdiich  were  treated  with 
equal  inattention.  It  is  not  the  design  of  the  com- 
mittee to  enter  upon  a historical  review  of  our  ear- 
lier relations  with  Mexico,  although  the  examina- 
ination  would  show  an  increasing  earnestness  on 
the  part  of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  in 
its  calls  upon  that  of  Mexico  forredress,  and  a resort 
to  more  and  more  decisive  steps  to  express  its  dissa- 
tisfaction at  the  delay,  until  the  strong  measure  of 
withdrawing  the  minister  of  the  United  States  from 
Mexico,  upon  the ‘•■sclared  ground  that  his  further 
residence  there  would  be  useless,  roused  the  atten- 
tion of  that  government  for  a short  time  from  its 
apathy,  into  whichMipwever,  it  soon  again  sank. 

On  tile  8th  of  February,  1837,  the  president  of 
the  United  States  transmitted  to  both  houses  of 
congress  a special  message  on  the  subject  of  Mexi- 
co, in  which  he  manifested  a strong  and  proper 
feeling  at  the  indifference  w hich  Mexico  had  ex- 
hibited to  the  repeated  and  vigorous  remonstrances 
against  insult  and  injury  by  the  representatives  of 
the  United  States,  and  recommended 

“The  passage  of  an  act  authorizing  reprisals, 
and  the  use  of  the  naval  force  of  the  United  States 
by  the  executive  against  Mexico  to  enforce  them, 
in  the  event  of  a refusal  by  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment to  come  to  an  amicable  adjustment  of  the 
matters  in  controversy  between  us,  upon  another 
demand  thereof,  made  from  on  board  one  of  our 
vessels  of  war  on  the  coast  of  Mexico.” 

This  message  was  referred  to  the  committee  on 
foreign  affairs,  w hose  opinion  appears  to  have  coin- 
cided fully  with  the  president  on  the  aggravated 
nature  of  our  complaints,  and  the  abstract  justice, 
under  the  laws  of  nations,  of  the  step  proposed. 
The  president  said,  in  his  message,  that— 

“The  length  of  time  since  some  of  the  injuries 
have  been  committed;  the  repeated  and  unavailing 
applications  for  redress;  the  wanton  character  of 
some  of  the  outrages  upon  the  property  and  per- 
sons of  our  citizens;  upon  the  officers  and  flag  of 
the  United  States,  independent  of  recent  insults  to 
this  government  and  people,  by  the  late  extraordi- 
nary Mexican  minister,  would  justify,  in  the  eyes 
of  all  nations,  immediate  war.” 

The  committee  on  foreign  affairs  embodied  their 
opinion  in  the  two  following  resolutions: 

“■Resolved,  That  the  indignities  offered  to  the 
American  flag  and  injuries  committed  upon  the 
persons  and  property  of  American  citizens  by  offi- 
cers of  the  Mexican  government,  and  the  refusal  or 
neglect  of  that  government  to  make  suitable  atone- 
ment, would  justify  the  congress  of  the  United 
States  in  taking  measures  to  obtain  immediate  re- 
dress, by  the  exercise  of  its  own  power. 

“ Resolved , That,  as  an  evidence  of  the  desire  of 
the  American  government  to  preserve  peaceful  re- 
lations with  the  government  of  Mexico,  as  long  as 
the  same  may  be  compatible  with  that  dignity 
w hich  it  is  due  to  the  people  of  the  United  States 
to  preserve  unimpaired,  the  president  be,  and  is 
hereby,  respectfully  requested  to  make  another 
solemn  demand,  in  the  most  impressive  lorm,  upon 
the  government  of  Mexico,  for  redress  of  the  griev- 
ances which  have  heretofore  been  ineffectually 
presented  to  its  notice.” 

This  report  was  made  on  the  24th  of  February, 
and  does  not  appear  to  have  been  acted  on  by  the 
house  of  representatives,  w hose  constitutional  period 
of  service  expired  on  the  ensuing  4th  of  March. 

But,  as  a strong  indication  of  the  opinion  ot  both 
branches  of  congress  as  to  the  tw  o .points  presented 
to  the  notice  of  the  house  in  the  above  resolutions, 
a clause  was  inserted  in  the  appropriation  bill  pro- 
viding for  the  outfit  and  salary  of  a minister  to 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— JULY  28,  1838— UNITED  STATES  AND  MEXICO. 


341 


Mexico,  “whenever,  in  the  opinion  of  the  execu- 
tive, circumstances  would  permit  a renewal  ol  di- 
plomatic intercourse  honorably  with  that  power,” 
which  act  was  approved  by  the  president  on  the 
3d  of  March,  1837.  Language  cannot  be  selected 
to  express  more  clearly  than  this  the  desire  of  con- 
gress that  amicable  relations  should  be  restored  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Mexico,  and  its  opin- 
ion not  only  that  they  did  not  then  exist,  but  could 
not  be  renewed,  by  sending  a minister  to  Mex- 
ico, without  forfeiting  the  honor  of  the  United 
States. 

The  adjournment  of  the  last  congress,  whose 
power  had  been  invoked  by  the  president  as  the 
only  means  of  obtaining  redress,  left  the  political 
relations  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico  in 
the  following  delicate  condition.  The  United 
States  had  withdrawn  its  minister;  the  executive 
branch  of  the  government  had  declared  it  useless  to 
negotiate  further,  and  called  for  the  interference  of 
the  legislative  power;  and  that  power,  speaking 
through  both  branches  of  congress,  had  declared  its 
concurrence  with  the  president,  by  pronouncing  it 
dishonorable  for  the  United  States  to  renew  the 
mission  of  its  minister  to  Mexico;  at  the  same  time 
clearly  indicating  a wish  for  the  restoration  of 
friendly  intercourse,  even  in  the  very  act  of  ex- 
pressing the  above  opinion.  It  is  the  purpose  of 
the  committee  to  review,  briefly,  what  has  since 
occurred;  in  which  investigation  they  trust  that  the 
house  will  perceive  the  reasons  whv  thismport  has 
been  delayed  until  this  late  period  of  the  session. 

It  appears  from  the  report  of  the  secretary  of 
state  to  the  president,  transmitted  by  him  to  con- 
gress with  his  annual  message,  that  a formal  de- 
mand was  made  upon  the  government  of  Mexico, 
the  account  of  which  is  as  follows: 

“Boon  after  the  adjournment  of  congress,  a care- 
ful examination  was  made  of  the  various  existing 
causes  of  complaint  against  Mexico,  as  well  those 
of  an  individual  as  of  a public  character.  The 
archives  of  the  legation  of  the  United  States  at 
Mexico  having  been  brought  to  Washington  by  M r. 
Ellis,  the  late  charge  d’atfairs  to  that  government, 
the  department  was  enabled  to  exclude  from  the 
list  of  claims  various,  some  of  them  of  a doubtful 
character,  and  others  which,  after  having  been  pre- 
sented to  the  government  for  its  aid  in  procuring  a 
settlement,  had  been  adjusted  through  the  efforts  of 
the  persuns  interested  in  them.  A fair  and  full 
statement  of  the  remaining  causes  of  complaint, 
chronologically  arranged,  was  then  carefully  pre- 
pared, (a  copy  of  it  is  annexed  to  this  report, "mark- 
ed A.,)  and  forwarded,  with  all  the  evidence  within 
reach  of  the  department  in  support  of  each  claim 
that  had  arisen  since  the  treaty,  to  the  government 
of  Mexico,  by  a special  messenger,  who  was  the 
bearer  ol  a solemn  demand  from  this  government 
lor  redress,  (copy  annexed,  marked  B.j  This  de- 
mand, with  the  accompanying  evidence  of  its  jus- 
tice, was  delivered  to  the  Mexican  government  on 
the  20th  July  last.” 

The  president,  in  his  message  of  the  8th  Fbruary , 
had  recommendsd  that  the  solemn  demand  should 
be  made  from  on  board  one  of  our  vessels  of  war; 
and  the  committtee  now  think  that  such  a demand 
would  have  suited  better  than  any  other  with  the 
dignity  of  the  American  government,  and  been 
more  likely  to  have  been  listened  to  by  Mexico. 
But  the  president  had  also  recommended  that  the 
high  functionary  who  should  hear  this  last  demand 
should  have  large  discretionary  powers,  to  be  exer- 
cised under  the  direction  of  the  president,  in  the 
alternative  ol  tailing  to  rouse  the  languid  sense  of 
justice  so  olten  and  fruitlessly  appealed  to  before; 
and  these  powers  could  only  be  granted  by  con- 
gress. The  plan  of  the  president  was  consistent 
with  itself,  but  the  lingering  reliance  of  congress 
upon  the  proper  feeling  of  Mexico  induced  'it  to 
withhold  the  grant  ol  the  power  to  make  reprisals. 

To  have  sent  an  envoy  extraordinary  and  minis- 
ter plenipotentiary  with  a squadron,  and  instructed 
him  to  make  so  formal  ademand,  remaining  for  that 
purpose  under  the  protection  of  the  flag  and  guns 
of  the  American  navy,  without  having  the  power 
to  proceed  further  in  case  of  the  remonstrance  being 
treated  with  neglect  or  contempt,  might  have  been 
to  expose  the  honor  of  the  nation  to  severe  and  per- 
haps merited  imputations  by  all  those  who  might 
hear  of  such  lofty  pretensions  and  impotent  con- 
clusions. 

The  pacific  spirit  of  congress,  therefore,  by  ab- 
staining from  the  passage  of  an  act  authorizing  re- 
prisals, marred  the  unity  of  the  plan  recommended 
by  the  president,  and  no  alternative  was  left  to  the 
executive  but  to  make  the  demand  by  a special 
messenger,  in  the  mode  which  was  actually  pur- 
sued. The  messenger  was  instructed  to  remain  in 
the  city  of  Mexico  one  week;  and  as  this  brief  stay 
has  been  the  subject  of  some  criticism,  it  may  be 
proper  to  remark,  that  it  would  have  been  perfectly 


justifiable  to  have  ordered  his  immediate  return  after 
the  delivery  of  ‘his  despatch.  The  Mexican  go- 
vernment might,  with  entire  propriety,  have  been 
left  to  the  selection  and  expense  of  its  own  agent 
to  bear  its  answer;  and  the  delay  of  a week  ought 
to  be  considered  as  a courtesy  extended,  rather  than 
slight  offered,  to  that  government.  The  committee 
are  not  aware  that  Mexico  has  ever  complained  of 
this;  and  those  who  have  found  fault  with  it  did 
not  perhaps  attach  sufficient  consequence  to  the  re- 
flection, that  Mexico  had  then,  and  has  had  ever 
since,  the  same  facilities  of  communication  with 
the  government  of  the  United  States  which  the  lat- 
ter possessed  of  communicating  with  Mexico. — 
There  have  always  been  in  this  country  agents 
through  whom  despatches  might  be  sent  to  the  se- 
cretary ot  state,  or,  if  Mexico  had  preferred  it,  a 
special  messenger  might  have  been  employed  to 
bear  the  answer. 

It  is  of  more  importance,  however,  to  inquire 
what  that  answer  was,  than  how  it  might  have  been, 
or  actually  was,  transmitted. 

The  minister  of  foreign  relations  of  the  Mexican 
republic  said  on  the  29th  July — 

“The  .president,  nowithstanding  it  is  his  most 
anxious  wish  not  to  delay  the  moment  of  that  final 
and  equitable  adjustment  which  is  to  terminate  the 
existing  difficulties  between  the  two  governments, 
has,  however,  already  ordered  that  the  voluminous 
series  of  documents  accompanying  the  said  note 
from  the  honorable  John  Forsyth,  and  by  whichthe 
claims  in  question  are  supported,  should  be  transla- 
ted and  examined  in  this  department.  His  excel- 
lency has  also  directed  that,  as  this  goes  on,  the 
results  should  be  compared  with  those  derived  from 
evidence  already  existing  in  this  department,  with 
regard  to  all  matters  connected  with  each  case,  and 
that,  where  differences  should  be  observed,  the  lo- 
cal authorities  should  be  called  on  for  new  and  more 
distinct  information.  Finally,  it  is  the  desire  of  his 
excellency  that  nothing  should  be  left  undone  which 
may  contribute  to  the  most  speedy  and  equitable 
determination  of  the  subjects  which  have  so  se- 
riously engaged  the  attention  of  the  American  go- 
vernment. The  minister  of  Mexico  in  Washing- 
ton will  then  have  the  honor  to  communicate  suc- 
cessively to  Mr.  Forsyth  the  opinion  of  the  presi- 
dent upon  each  case,  and  the  resolution  adopted  by 
him  in  consequence.” 

After  these  fair  promises  in  July,  it  might  have 
been  supposed  that,  in  the  course  of  two  or  three 
months,  some  answer  would  have  been  given  by 
the  Mexican  government,  anxious  as  it  professed 
itself  to  be  “not  to  delay  the  moment  of  that  final 
and  equitable  adjustment  which  was  to  terminate 
the  existing  difficulties  between  the  two  govern- 
ments;” but  August,  September,  and  October  came 
and  passed  away  without  a single  note.  At  length, 
in  November,  when  congress  was  about  to  meet, 
and  the  silence  of  the  Mexican  government  would 
have  attracted  the  earnest  attention  of  that  body, 
presented  to  their  view  as  it  must  have  been  by  the 
president,  the  Mexican  minister  informed  the  secre- 
tary of  state  that  “of  the  fifty-seven  subjects  of 
complaint,  presented  obviously  for  the  last  time,” 
his  government  had  only  looked  into  four.  It  will 
strikingly  illustrate  the  inattentive,  if  not  con- 
temptuous manner  in  which  the  demand  made  by 
the  United  States  was  treated,  that  the  list  trans- 
mitted by  the  secretary  of  state  does  not  appear  to 
have  been  examined  at  all,  although  it  is  difficult  to 
imagine  what  state  paper  could  have  been  of  more 
solemn  import,  or  entitled  to  a more  prompt  and 
anxious  inspection.  The  third  section  of  the  thirty- 
fourth  article  of  the  treaty  concluded  between  the 
United  States  and  Mexico  on  the  5th  of  April, 
1831,  is  as  follows: 

“If  (what  indeed  cannot  be  expected)  any  of 
the  articles  contained  in  the  present  treaty  shall  be 
violated  or  infracted,  in  any  manner  whatever,  it  is 
stipulated  that  neither  of  the  contracting  parties 
will  order  or  authorize  any  acts  of  reprisal,  nor  de- 
clare war  against  the  other,  in  complaints  of  inju- 
ries or  damages,  until  the  said  party  considering  it- 
self offended  shall  first  have  presented  to  the  other 
a statement  of  such  injuries  or  damages,  verified  by 
competent  proofs,  and  demanded  justice  and  satis- 
faction, and  the  same  shall  have  been  either  refused 
or  unreasonably  delayed.” 

In  conformity  with  this  article  of  the  treaty,  the 
secretary  of  state  of  the  United  States  addressed  a 
letter  directly  to  the  proper  functionary  of  the  Mexi- 
can government,  “presenting  a statement  of  such 
injuries,  verified  b}'  competent  proofs,”  after  the  ap- 
propriate committees  of  both  houses  of  the  Ameri- 
can congress  had  recommended  this  formal  demand 
to  be  made,  as  preparatory  to  a resort -to  the  exerT 
cise  of  its  own  power;  and  yet  the  circumstances  of 
the  case  satisfy  the  committee  that  this  last  effort  of 
the  American  government  has  never  been  properly 
considered.  Of  the  nine  cases  stated  by  the  Mexi- 


can minister,  five  were  not  mentioned  in  the  list  of 
‘grievance3,  and  the  government  of  Mexico  must 
have  arrived  at  the  knowledge  of  their  existence 
from  some  other  document  than  that  to  which  refer- 
ence is  now  made;  others  which  are  contained  in  it 
are  numbered  erroneously;  and  finally  reference  is 
expressly  made  by  the  Mexican  minister  “to  the 
index  of  the  printed  pamphlet  sent  by  Mr.  Forsyth 
to  the  minister  of  foreign  relations  of  the  Mexican 
republic,”  when  no  printed  pamphlet  whatever  was 
sent.  The  message  of  the  president  of  the  United 
States  to  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  8th 
of  February,  1837,  covered  a list  of  the  claims  of 
American  citizens  upon  Mexico,  which  was  printed 
for  the  use  of  the  house;  and  this  list  must  have,  by 
some  indirect  means,  been  communicated  to  the 
Mexican  minister,  arid  been  by  him  transmitted  to 
his  government,  because  the  coincidence  is  perfect 
between  ids  references  and  that  list.  And  the  se- 
cretary of  foreign  affairs  says  in  his  report  to  con- 
gress on  the  30th  January  last,  that  “some  of  the 
claims,  unaccompanied  by  any  proof,  are  limited  to 
a simple  indication  ol'  the  printed  list  in  which  they 
are  presented.”  But  that  document  was  merely  ex- 
planatory of  the  nature  of  the  claims,  to  enable  con- 
gress to  judge  of  their  character.  The  secretary  of 
state,  in  revising  the  list,  and  fortifying  each  case 
w ith  proofs,  as  required  by  the  treaty,  when  he  made 
a formal  demand  upon  Mexico,  left  out  several  cases, 
and  added  others;  and  it  must  have  been  an  inexcu- 
sable liberty  or  contemptuous  neglect  lor  the  Mexi- 
can minister  to  use  in  his  correspondence  with  the 
executive  of  the  United  States,  upon  so  grave  a 
matter  as  that  which  furnished  the  subject  of  their 
negotiation,  a document  which  must  have  been  ir- 
regularly obtained  from  the  records  of  the  house  of 
representatives. 

The  committee  have  already  remarked  that  it  was 
not  until  the  18th  of  November  last  that  any  notice 
was  taken,  by  the  Mexican  government,  ol  the  de- 
mand made  upon  it  in  July,  and  then  but  tour  of  the 
cases  mentioned  by  the  secretary  of  state  were  com- 
mented upon,  some  superflous  industry  having  been 
expended  by  that  government  in  rejecting  five 
wdiich  had  not  been  brought  before  it.  It  may  be 
proper  to  examine  wdiat  these  four  cases  are,  the  de- 
cisions upon  which  are  the  results  “of  the  desire  of 
his  excellency  (the  president  ol  Mexico)  that  nothing 
should  be  left  undone  that  might  contribute  to  the 
most  speedy  and  equitable  determination  of  the  sub- 
jects which  had  so  seriously  engaged  the  attention  of 
the  American  government.” 

The  four  cases  are — 1st.  The  ship  Louisa;  2d. 
The  Cossack;  3d.  The  cases  of  Chouteau  and  De 
Mun;  4th.  The  Goiostiza  pamphlet. 

The  cargo  of  the  Louisa,  consisting  of  arms,  cord- 
age, and  flour,  with  other  provisions,  was  taken  at 
the  port  of  Acapulco  in  the  year  1821  by  orders  of 
Don  Augustin  de  I tu i bide,  and  appropriated  to  the 
use  of  the  Mexican  government.  On  the  1st  of 
February,  1822,  that  government  acknowledged  the 
debt,  and  decreed  the  payment  of  the  sum  of  $48,- 
363,  to  the  owners.  A part  of  this  amount  ($14,- 
418)  was  subsequently  paid,  but  the  balance  is  still 
due.  In  August,  1823,  the  congress  of  Mexico  sus- 
pended the  payment  of  this  balance,  but  these  pro- 
ceedings were  reversed  by  the  subsequent  congress. 

Nothing  could  possibly  be  more  simple  than  this 
case.  Tne  property  of  an  American  citizen  was 
violently  seized  and  converted  to  the  use  of  the  go- 
vernment, which  acknowledged  the  entire  debt  and 
paid  a part.  The  result  of  lour  months’  delibera- 
tion is  announced  by  the  Mexican  minister  thus: 

“From  the  records  of  this  department,  it  appears 
that  after  various  proceedings,  and  the  payment  of  a 
part  of  the  debt  to  the  claimants,  the  subject  had 
been  referred  to  the  general  congress  for  its  deter- 
mination with  regard  to  the  remainder.  His  excel- 
lency the  president,  being  desirous  that  these  affairs 
should  be  brought  to  a speedy  termination,  has  been 
pleased  to  direct  that  endeavors  should  be  made  to 
have  this  matter  decided  at  the  next  ordinary  ses- 
sion of  that  great  august  body,  lor  which  purpose 
this  department  will  use  every  exertion;  in  the  [ire- 
sent  extraordinary  session  it  could  not  be  discussed, 
as  no  subject  can  be  taken  up  except  those  specially 
provided  for  by  she  laws. 

“1  communicate  this  to  your  excellency  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  honorable  secretary  of  state,  and, 
through  him,  of  the  claimants. 

“And  I,  sir,  comply  vviih  the  last  direction,  by 
transcribing  tor  you  the  said  note,  praying  you  at 
the  same  lime  to  accept  my  sincere  respects. 

“Francisco  Pizarro  Martinez. 

“To  the  hon.  John  Forsyth, 

Secretary  of  stale  of  the  United  States .” 

At  the  “next  ordinary  session  of  that  august 
body”  the  secretary  for'  foreign  affairs  -marie  a re- 
port, from  w hich  the  follow  ing  is  an  extract: 

“This  republic  to  show  that  she  has  been  ag- 
grieved, would  require  nothing  else  than  the  gene- 
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ral  conviction  existing  in  Europe  and  America, 
that  the  United  States  have  not  conducted  them- 
selves as  good  neighbors.  If  all  the  journals  and 
reviews  thal  have  been  published  witliin  the  last 
two  years  be  examined,  it  will  be  seen  that,  not- 
withstanding the  difference  of  opinion  professed  by 
their  editors,  all  agree  in  qualifying  as  hostile  the 
conduct  maintained  by  the  American  cabinet  to- 
wards Mexico.  The  official  journals  themselves  of 
the  United  States  prove  this  truth,  and  it  is  equally 
proved  by  the  debates  in  their  congress,  as  well  as 
in  the  British  parliament.” 

This  is  the  “exertion”  which  the  executive  de- 
partment used,  in  conformity  with  its  promise,  to 
induce  the  congress  of  Mexico  to  pay  a debt  to  an 
American  citizen  w hich  it  had  itself  admitted  to  be 
due.  Between  the  promise  in  November,  1337, 
that  “endeavors  should  be  made  to  have  the  matter 
decided,”  and  that  the  “department  would  use 
every  exertion  for  that  purpose,”  and  its  fulfilment 
in  the  manner  contained  in  the  above  extract,  in 
January,  1838,  no  event  had  transpired,  within  the 
knowledge  of  the  committee,  to  change  the  politi- 
cal relations  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico, 
unless  the  message  of  the  president  to  congress,  in 
December,  1837,  be  considered  by  Mexico  as  such 
an  occurrence.  The  insufficiency  of  this  reason 
need  not  be  examined  minutely  by  the  committee, 
nor  the  right  as  well  as  duty  of  the  president  of  the 
United  States  to  communicate  freely  with  congress 
defended.  This  principle  has  been  too  recently  a 
leading  topic  jn  our  foreign  affairs  to  need  any  illus- 
tration now;  nor  does  the  government  of  Mexico 
complain  of  it.  There  is,  then,  no  reason  w by  that 
justice,  which  had  been  too  long  delayed  to  the 
American  owners  of  the  ship  Louisa,  should  have 
been  further,  and,  apparently,  indefinitely  postpon- 
ed. 

The  committee  will  not  enter  upon  any  detailed 
examination  of  the  cases  of  the  “Cossack,”  and  of 
“Chouteau  and  Du  Mun,”  two  of  the  four  respond- 
ed to  by  the  Mexican  government  in  November 
last.  The  official  answer  in  the  case  of  the  Cos- 
sack says: 

“In  order  to  present,  in  a clear  light,  this  affair, 
which  is  now,  for  the  first  time,  brought  forward, 
to  have  search  made  respecting  the  circumstances, 
to  have  the  exactness  and  the  justness  of  the  claims 
determined,  and  to  obtain  a declaration  whetherthe 
treasury'  of  this  republic  is  bound  to  make  good  a 
restitmion  which  is  said  to  have  been  decreed  by 
an  agent  of  the  Spanish  government,  it  was  indis- 
pensable that  the  claimants  themselves,  either  in 
their  own  persons,  or  through  their  attorney,  should 
present  the  documents  required,  and  should  appear 
in  this  republic.” 

The  proofs  which  are  presented  to  the  Mexican 
government,  in  an  authentic  form,  by  the  secretary 
of  state,  in  July,  1837,  contain  a “copy  of  a decree 
of  the  supreme  tribunal  of  Mexico,  dated  22d  De- 
cember, 1S21,”  which  orders  that  the  money  depo- 
sited in  the  national  treasury  on  account  of  the  sale 
of  the  Cossack  and  her  cargo  should  be  paid  over 
to  the  master,  and  yet  the  case  is  said  to  be 
brought  forward,  for  the  first  time,  in  1837;  and 
those  proofs  also  showthatMr.  Taylor,  the  Ameri- 
can consul  at  Vera  Cruz,  was  the  agent  to  prose- 
cute the  claim,  whilst  it  is  gravely  asserted,  by  the 
Mexican  secretary  for  foreign  affairs,  that  the 
claimants,  or  their  attorney  should  appear  in  the  re- 
public. 

With  respect  to  the  case  of  Chouteau  and  Du 
Mun,  it  is  sufficient  to  remark  that  if  the  argument 
of  Mexico  be  correct,  it  would  become  the  duty  of 
every  nition,  whose  citizens  might  be  seized  and 
aggreived  whilst  in  Mexico,  to  hasten  and  redress 
the  injury  before  the  government  of  the  country 
underwent  one  of  those  changes  to  which  it  is 
prone. 

-The  fourth  and  last  of  the  case  to  which  a re- 
sponse is  given  by  Mexico  is  that  of  her  former  min- 
ister, Mr.  Gorostiza,  who,  whilst  enjoying  the  privi- 
leges attached  by  the  laws  of  nations  to  his  official 
station  at  Washington,  circulated  secretly  amongst 
the  diplomatic  corps  a pamphlet,  written  by  him- 
self, abusive  and  slanderous  both  of  the  government 
anh  people  of  the  United  States. 

For  a particular  narrative  of  this  affair,  the  com- 
mittee refer  to  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  state, 
one  of  the  documents  accompanying  the  message  of 
the  president  to  congress  at  the  commencement  of 
the  present  session.  When  the  first  notice  was 
taken  of  this  transaction,  it  was  merely  brought  be- 
fore the  Mexican  government,  unattended  by  any 
demand  for  satisfaction  or  redress,  upon  the  suppo- 
sition that  so  much  of  it  as  has  given  offence  to  the 
government  of  the  United  States  would  be  volun- 
tarily disavowed  as  soon  as  the  fact  of  its  having 
given  offence  was  known. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  such  a dis- 
avowal might  have  been  easily  made,  without  any 


abatement  of  the  dignity  of  the  government  of 
Mexico,  and  view  the  course  of  that  govern- 
ment, in  defending  points  which  might  have  been 
easily  waived,  as  indicating  a want  of  respect  or  an 
unfriendly  feeling  to  the  United  States. 

The  committee  concur  wdth  the  secretary  of 
state  in  the  opinions  expressed  in  his  report  and 
think  that  the  president  would  have  been  justified, 
in  refusing  to  receive  another  minister  from  the 
Mexican  republic  until  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Goros- 
tiza was  disavowed  by  his  government.  That  he 
did  receive,  and  continues  to  accredit  him,  is  ano- 
ther proof  of  the  disposition  of  the  American  go- 
vernment to  persevere  in  every  effort  to  restore  that 
harmony  between  the  two  nations  which  their  sub- 
stantial interests  require. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  present  session  of 
congress,  the  president  of  the  United  States  express- 
ed his  regret  at  the  unfriendly  condition  of  our  re- 
lations with  Mexico,  and  concluded  as  follows: 

“Not  perceiving  in  what  mannerany  ofthe  powers 
given  to  the  executive  alone  could  be  further  use- 
fully employed  in  bringing  this  unfortunate  contro- 
versy to  a satisfactory  termination,  the  subject  was 
by  my  predecessor  referred  to  congress,  as  one  call- 
ing for  its  interposition.  In  accordance  with  the 
clearly  understood  wishes  of  the  legislature,  ano- 
ther and  formal  demand  for  satisfaction  has  been 
made  upon  the  Mexican  government;  with  what 
success,  the  documents  now  communicated  will 
show.  On  a carpful  and  deliberate  examination  of 
their  contents,  and  considering  the  spirit  manifested 
by  the  Mexican  government,  it  has  become  my 
painful  duty  to  return  the  subject,  as  it  now'  stands, 
to  congress,  to  whom  if  belongs  to  decide  upon  the 
time,  the  mode,  and  the  measures  of  redress. 
Whatever  may  be  vour  decision,  it  shall  be  faith- 
fully executed,  confident  that  it  w ill  he  characteriz- 
ed by  that  moderation  and  justice  which  will,  I 
trust,  under  all  circumstances,  govern  the  councils 
of  the  country.” 

This  part  of  the  message  was  referred  by  the 
house  to  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs,  whose 
early  attention  was  attracted  to  it.  In  the  latter 
part  of  December,  the  Mexican  minister  wrote  to 
the  secretary  of  state,  and  enclosed  to  him  a copy 
of  the  following  decree: 

Department  of  Foreign  Relations. 

His  excellency  the  president  of  the  Mexican  re- 
public has  been  pleased  to  address  to  me  the  fol- 
lowing decree: 

The  president  of  the  Mexican  republic  to  the  in- 
habitants. Be  it  know'n  that  the  general  congress 
has  decreed  as  follows: 

Art.  1.  The  government  is  authorized  to  arrange 
(or compromise,  transigir)  with  regard  tothe  claims 
preferred,  or  which  may  be  preferred,  by  that  of  the 
United  States  of  the  north,  and  to  commit  to  the 
judgment  of  a friendly  power  the  decision  of  those 
upon  which  they  cannot  come  to  a determination, 
provided  the  United  States  themselves  agree  to  this. 

Art.  2.  The  government  is  also  authorized,  in 
case  the  United  States  should  deny  the  satisfaction 
which  we  should  ask  on  our  part,  or  delay  it  be- 
yond the  time  which  shall , be  fixed  conformably 
with  the  treaty,  or  should  continue  the  open  aggres- 
sions already  committed,  to  close  the  ports  to  the 
trade  of  that  nation,  to  prohibit  the  introduction  and 
use  of  its  manufactures,  to  establish  a period  for  the 
consumption  or  exportation  of  those  already  on 
hand,  and  to  take  all  measures  required  lor  the  pur- 
pose, and  for  the  safety  of  the  republic. 

Miguel  Valentin,  president. 

Terso  Viejo,  ) „ , . 

Rafael  de Montalvo,  \ Sec^ies. 

Therefore,  I order  it  to  be  printed,  published,  cir- 
culated, and  carried  into  due  fulfilment.  Palace 
of  the  national  government  in  Mexico,  May  20,  1837. 

Anastasio  Bustamente. 

Louis  Gonznga  Cuevas. 

And  I communicate  it  to  you.  that  you  may  be 
informed  of  it,  and  act  accordingly.  God  and  li- 
berty. Cuevas. 

May  20,  1837. 

Why  this  decree  was  communicaled , it  is  diffi- 
cult to  comprehend.  It  was  passed  in  Mexico  two 
months  before  Mr.  Forsyth  made  his  demand,  as 
above  recited,  and  in  the  reply  of  the  Mexican  se- 
cretary not  the  slightest  allusion  is  made  to  its  ex- 
istence. On  the  contrary,  it  is  said  that  the  “pre- 
sident wishes  that  a reply  to  all  (of  the  fifty-seven 
cases  of  grievances)  should  be  regularly  made,  in 
ordpr  that  a competent  judgment  may  be  formed 
wilh  regard  to  each  in  its  turn;”  and  during  the 
slow  process  by  which  four  cases  were  examined 
in  four  months,  it  does  not  appear  to  have  cccurri  d 
to  the  Mexican  government  that  the  decree  in  ques- 
tion was  any  other  than  a municipal  regulation, 
with  which  the  United  States  had  nothing  to  do. 
Evpn  in  the  despatch,  communicating  the  decree 
to  Mr.  Forsyth,  not  the  slightest  intimation  is  given 


of  any  willingness  to  refer  the  decision  of  the 
claims  to  a friendly  power:  and  the  secretary  of 
state  might,  with  equal  propriety,  have  sent  to  the 
Mexican  minister  a copy  of  the  acts  of  congress  as 
bearing  upon  the  subject  of  their  correspondence. 
Still,  there  must  have  been  some  object  in  view  in 
transmitting  it;  and  when  the  committee  on  foreign 
affairs  remembers  the  positive  assurances  of  the 
Mexican  government  in  July,  that  “nothing  should 
be  left  undone  which  might  contribute  to  tile  most 
speedy  and  equitable  determination  of  the  subjects 
which  had  so  seriously  engaged  the  attention  of  the 
American  government,”  and  the  assertion  of  the 
Mexican  minister,  in  November,  that  his  govern- 
ment then  “ began  to  make  known,  through  his 
agency,  the  results  of  its  minute  examination,” 
they  entertained  a hope  that,  in  the  course  of  tbe 
winter,  responses  would  be  given  io  more  of  the 
claims,  especially  as  many  of  them  are  of  easy  solu- 
tion. The  extraordinary  omission  or  forgetfulness 
of  the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs,  in  his  report  to 
the  Mexican  congress  of  the  30th  January,  to  in- 
form that  “august  body”  that  he  had  pledged  his 
faith  to  the  United  Slates  that  every  exertion  should 
be  used  to  induce  them  to  pay  the  claim  of  the 
owners  of  the  ship  Louisa,  has  been  before  remark- 
ed. in  a preceding  part  of  this  report. 

Two  other  passages  of  this  Mexican  document 
require  a brief  notice,  in  order  that  the  course  pur- 
sued and  feelings  entertained  by  that  government 
towaids  the  United  States  may  be  fully  understood. 
The  following  is  one: 

“The  circumstances,  then,  of  which  the  depart- 
ment of  war  and  marine  has  already  informed  con- 
gress, obliged  the  government  to  ask  for  a suitable 
explanation,  and  Mr.  F.  Pizarro  Martinez  was,  to 
this  effect  appointed  minister  plenipotentiary  in 
Washington,  after  having  been  furnished  with  all 
the  instructions  necessary  for  the  fulfilment  of  his 
mission.  It  is  very  painful  to  be  obliged  to  state  to 
congress  that,  up  to  the  present  moment,  this  de- 
partment has  not  received  a single  proof  of  the  dis- 
position of  the  United  States  to  adjust  our  differ- 
ences.” 

The  extraordinary  difference  between  the  senti- 
ments professed  to  the  United  States  and  those  pro- 
mulgated to  the  Mexican  congress  cannot  fail  to  ar- 
rest the  attention  ofthe  house  of  representatives.  In 
July  the  United  States  are  “assured  that,  in  its  suc- 
cessive answers  to  the  claims  now  preferred,  its  (the 
Mexican  government’s)  conduct  will  be  regulated  by 
a sincere  desire  to  preserve  harmony  and  good  un- 
derstanding with  a friendly  power;”  and  November, 
when  it  had  accomplished  the  arduous  task  of  ex- 
amining, however  imperfectly,  four  out  ofthe  fifty- 
seven  cases  presented  to  it,  the  promise  is  renewed 
that  the  investigation  ofthe  claims  will  be  continu- 
ed, and  “the  tesult  ofthe  researches  communicated 
as  soon  as  possible.”  But.  wdth  fifty-three  of  the 
cases  ut, disposed  of,  the  Mexican  congress  is  told 
that  not  a single  proof  of  the  disposition  of  the 
United  States  to  adjust  the  differences  has  been  re- 
ceived. Perhaps  this  using  of  the  affair  is  con- 
sidered in  Mexico  as  uniting  every  effort  in  its 
power  by  a department  to  induce  that  “august 
body,”  the  congress,  to  pay  the  debt  which  the 
records  of  Mexico  itself  show  to  be  dire,  and  which 
the  department  of  state  could  not  avoid  admitting. 

Another  passage  ofthe  report  is  as  follows: 

“We  shall  soon  have  officially  the  result  of  the 
mission  of  Mr.  F.  P.  Martinez,  and  he  will  either 
re-establish  our  relations,  or  authorize  the  govern- 
ment to  put  into  effect  the  law  of  May  20th  of  the 
last  I’ear,  and  to  fake  the  attitude  which  justice 
and  the  fair  character  of  the  nation  demand.  Till 
now,  it  has  thought  proper  to  exert  every  effort  in 
favor  of  peace  between  tw  o nations  whose  union  and 
prosperity  excite  the  liveliest  interest  in  both  hemis- 
pheres.” 

Mr.  Martinez  arrived  in  Washington  on  the  14th 
of  October,  1837,  and  was  immediately'  accredited 
as  minister  plenipotentiary.  In  November  and 
December  he  presented  the  notes  which  have  been 
commented  upon  in  this  report,  and  up  to  the  30th 
January  he  had  presented  no  more.  His  effort, 
therefore, Jo  re-establish  friendly  relations  consisted 
in  giving  negative  answers  to  four  out  of  fifty-seven 
cases,  and  in  communicating  to  the  government  of 
the  United  States  the  Mexican  decree  of  the  20th 
May.  What  result  of  the  mission  the  Mexican  se- 
cretary expected  “soon  to  have  officially,”  the  com- 
mittee cannot  conjecture.  As  little  can  they  ima- 
gine what  the  minister  could  have  to  say  which 
would  justify  the  Mexican  government  “in  closing 
its  ports  to  the  trade  of  the  United  States,  in  pro- 
hibiting the  intrrduction  and  use  of  its  manufac- 
tures, and  in  establishing  a period  for  the  consump- 
tion or  exportation  of  those  already  on  hand,”  un- 
less it  was  that  the  government  of  Mexico  must  be 
fatigued  with  the  examination  of  lour  cases,  and 
would  go  no  further  with  the  list. 
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The  committee  are  fully  aware  that  in  every  free 
government  the  right  of  unreserved  communication 
must  exist  between  its  several  departments,  and 
this  right  they  do  not  mean  to  contest  fora  moment. 
But  they  cannot  explain  to  the  house  of  representa- 
tives their  views  of  the  present  and  prospects  of 
the  future  relations  between  the  United  States  and 
Mexico,  without  bringing  into  notice  all  the  cir- 
cumstances which  may  atlect  those  relations;  and 
it  is  one  of  no  small  importance  that  the  actual 
posture  of  allairs  is  not  fully  explained  to  the  con- 
gress of  Mexico.  As  long  as  that  legislative  body 
is  taught  to  consider  Mexico  as  the  only  aggrieved 
party,  the  difficulty  of  effecting  a restoration  of 
friendly  feeling  is  clearly  augmented,  and  it  is 
only  for  the  purpose  that  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives may  have  in  its  possession  the  materials 
of  forming  an  opinion  upon  this  point,  that  the 
committee  will  now  refer  to  a despatch  from  the 
Mexican  minister  to  the  secretary  of  state,  dated 
March  2,  1S38.  After  acknowledging  the  receipt 
of  some  more  proofs  in  some  of  the  fifty-seven  cases 
which  he  had  transmitted  to  the  secretary  of 
Mexico,  he  says: 

“The  said  secretary  states  in  his  answer,  which 
I received  yesterday,  that  he  was  about  to  enter 
upon  the  examination  of  these  claims,  and  that  he 
would,  as  speedily  as  possible,  transmit  to  me  the 
determination  of  the  president  upon  each  in  succes- 
sion, as  well  as  upon  the  others  still  pending.  I 
have  the  honor  to  communicate  this  for  your  in- 
formation, and  to  express  to  you,  at  the  same  time, 
the  regret  of  the  Mexican  government,  that  it  has, 
as  yet,  been  able  to  reply  on  so  few  of  the  claims 
of  the  United  States.  We,  however,  trust  that  you 
will  bear  in  mind  the  difficulties  of  procuring  all 
the  information  necessary  for  such  determinations, 
as  the  events  to  which  the  greater  part  of  the 
claims  refer  happened  so  long  since;  and  we  are  also 
persuaded  that  you  will  admit,  as  circumstances  in 
excuse  for  the  delay,  the  change  which  took  place 
in  October  last  in  the  ministry,  which  the  said  Se- 
nor  Cuevas  formed  a part.” 

With  the  tone  and  temper  of  this  communication 
no  fault  can  be  found,  whatever  may  be  thought  of 
the  validity  of  the  excuses  for  delay.  If  the  in- 
formation necessary  for  the  determination  of  the 
cases  was  so  difficult  to  be  obtained,  and  the  cases 
themselves  happened  so  long  since,  it  must  be  re- 
membered that  they  have  been  pressed  upon  the 
attention  of  the  Mexican  government  for  several 
years  past,  and  the  difficulty  which  that  govern- 
ment now  experiences  is  owing  entirely  to  its  own 
snpineness.  In  many  cases  sufficient  and  authen- 
ticated proofs  were  sent  by  the  secretary  of  state 
with  his  demand  in  July;  and  even  if  this  view  of 
the  matter  be  unsatisfactory,  still  it  is  inexplicable 
why  the  department  of  foreign  relations  did  not  re- 
commend to  congress  the  payment  of  the  debt  to  the 
owners  of  the  Louisa,  which  it  had  promised  to  use 
every  effort  to  have  paid,  instead  of  presenting  a 
report  which  was  calculated  to  inflame  the  minds  of 
that  congress  against  the  government  of  the  United 
States. 

The  committee  have  now  bronght  their  review 
down  to  March,  1S38,  up  to  which  time  the  Mexi- 
can government  was  supposed  to  be  occupied  in 
examining  the  proofs  transmitted  by  Mr.  Forsyth 
in  the  fifty  four  neglected  cases,  and  those  which 
had  been  presented  subsequently  to  May,  1837. 

But  in  April,  1838,  some  sudden  impulse  seems 
to  have  seized  upon  the  Mexican  government  and 
to  have  led  them  to  this  belief:  that  although  the 
papers  in  the  cases  were  so  scattered  in  the  various 
ports  and  towns  of  Mexico  that  it  was  impossible 
to  collect  them  to  be  examined  at  home,  yet  it 
would  be  easy  to  bring  them  together,  transcribe, 
and  submit  them  to  the  inspection  of  some  third 
power.  Accordingly,  on  the  7th  of  April,  Mr. 
Martinez  addressed  to  Mr.  Forsyth  a note,  from 
which  the  following  is  an  extract: 

“His  excellency  the  president,  being  convinced 
that  this  (an  arbitration ) is  the  most  effectual  means 
of  terminating  at  once  the  evils  to  which  Mexico 
and  the  United  States  are  now  subjected,  and  of  re- 
establishing upon  solid  basis  the  relations  of  friend- 
ship and  good  neighborhood  between  the  two  coun- 
tries, has  ordered  me  to  propose  it.” 

On  t tie  21st  of  April  Mr.  Forsyth  accepted  the 
proposition,  and  declared  his  readiness  to  enter  into 
the  negotiation  of  a convention  for  the  purpose  of 
arranging  the  particulars  of  the  arbitration,  adding 
that  the  posture  of  the  relations  between  the  two 
countries  made  it  proper  that  this  should  be  done 
immediately,  as  the  president  would  not  feel  him- 
self authorized  to  recommend  any  suspension  of  the 
action  of  congress,  to  whom  the  whole  subject  had 
been  referred,  before  a convention  of  arbitration 
had  been  concluded  between  the  two  governments. 

On  the  30th  of  April  Mr.  Martinez,  who  was 
then  at  New  Orleans,  informed  Mr.  Forsyth  that  he 


had  applied  to  his  government  for  the  necessary 
powers  to  conclude  a convention,  but  was,  in  the 
mean  time,  authorized  to  propose  Prussia  as  the 
friendly  power  to  which  the  reference  should  be 
made. 

On  the  10th  ufMay  Mr.  Forsyth  replied  that  the 
president  agreed  to  the  nomination  of  Prussia. 

On  the  17th  of  May  the  Mexican  minister  replied 
in  the  following  note,  which  is  the  last  upon  either 
side,  up  to  the  day  of  presenting  this  report  to  the 
house  of  representatives  : 

“ Mexican  Legation, 

“New  Orleans,  May  17,  1838. 

“Sir:  By  the  note  w’hich  you  did  me  the  honor 
to  address  to  me  on  the  10th  instant,  I had  the  satis 
faction  to  learn  that  his  excellency  the  president 
admits  with  the  utmost  pleasure  the  proposition 
made  bv  me  on  the  30th  ultimo,  in  compliance  with 
an  order  from  my  government,  to  refer  to  Prussia 
the  decision  of  the  claims  and  complaints  of  the 
United  States  against  the  Mexican  republic,  and 
that  you  are  only  waiting  for  my  arrival  at  Wash- 
ington to  enter  into  the  negotiation  ot  the  conven- 
tion to  be  concluded  to  that  effect. 

“ At  the  moment  when  I received  on  the  said  30th 
ultimo,  the  note  which  you  had  done  me  the  honor 
to  address  me  on  the  21st  of  the  same  mon'h,  in- 
forming me  of  the  president’s  acceptance  of  the 
arbitration  proposed  by  Mexico,  I communicated  it 
to  my  government  by  way  of  -Havana,  and  by  an- 
other channel  which  also  appeared  to  be  safe.  I 
would  have  sent  a vessel  expressly  for  the  purpose 
of  carrying  information  of  such  importance,  if  the 
blockade  by  the  French  had  not  prevented  it.  As 
it  was  impossible  for  me  to  do  that,  I urns  ohliged 
to  have  recourse  to  the  circuitous  route  above  men- 
tioned. I have,  however,  availed  myself  of  the  op- 
portunity afforded  on  the  10th  instant,  bv  the  depar- 
ture of  the  sloop  of  war  Natchez  for  Tampico,  to 
repeat  my  communications,  and  to  solicit  new 
powers — the  want  of  which,  alone,  detains  rne  at 
present,  to  my  great  regret,  being,  as  I have  pre- 
viously assured  you,  sir,  firmly  convinced  of  the 
necessity  of  concluding  the  convention  in  question 
as  speedily  as  possible. 

“As  soon  as  I receive  the  indispensable  docu- 
ments above  mentioned,  I will  set  off  for  Washing- 
ton. In  the  mean  time  I have  the  honor  to  re- 
new, &c. 

“Francisco  Pizarro  Martinez. 

“ To  the  hon.  John  Forsyth. 

“ Secretary  of  state.” 

Having  brought  this  narrative  to  a close,  it  re- 
mains lor  the  committee  to  submit  to  the  house  a 
few  reflections  which  spring  from  it.  The  presi- 
dent has  given  formal  notice,  through  the  secretary 
of  state,  that  he  will  not  recommend  any  suspension 
of  the  action  of  congress  before  a convention  of  ar- 
bitration has  been  concluded  between  the  two  go- 
vernments. Congress  is  about  to  adjourn,  and  no 
convention  has  been  concluded.  The  subject  of 
anxious  inquiry  with  the  committee  is,  therefore, 
whether  any,  and  what  legislative  measures  they 
will  recommend  to  the  house  of  representatives. 

It'  appears  somewhat  extraordinary  that  this  pro- 
position of  an  arbitration  was  not  made  sooner. 
The  decree  upon  which  it  is  founded  was  passed  by 
the  Mexican  congress  in  May,  1837,  and  was  not 
communicated  to  the  government  of  the  United 
States  until  December,  1837,  and  then  only'  upon 
the  ground,  as  it  is  asserted  by  the  Mexican  minis- 
ter, that,  “ in  some  of  the  newspapers  in  these  states, 
notice  was  taken  of  the  decree.”  What  “newspa- 
pers” these  were,  or  what  this  “notice”  was,  it  is 
useless  to  inquire.  The  decree  itself  is  considered 
by  the  committee  to  be  unfriendly,  and  almost  hos- 
tile in  its  character.  This  will  be  apparent,  they 
think,  when  the  question  is  asked  and  answ’ered, 
“why  the  decree  was  passed  at  all?”  The  inten- 
tion could  not  have  been  to  clothe  the  president  of 
Mexico  with  the  power  of  agreeing  to  an  arbitra- 
tion, because,  under  the  constitution  of  that  coun- 
try, he  had  that  power  already.  But  it  must  have 
been  to  vest  him  with  a power  which  he  had  not, 
which  is  fully  accomplished  by  the  second  article  of 
the  decree.  By  this  he  is  not  only  authorized  to 
close  the  ports  of  Mexico  against  our  commerce, 
and  prohibit  the  introduction  and  use  of  our  manu- 
factures, but  also  to  establish  a period  for  the  con- 
sumption or  exportation  of  those  already  on  hand. 
The  only  precedent  for  the  last  sweeping  power  in 
modern  history  is  that  exercised  by  the  emperor 
Napoleon  in  his  continental  system  when  he  forfeit- 
ed and  burnt  all  British  manufactures  which  he 
could  find  within  his  grasp.  And  yet  this  same 
power  is  conferred  by  the  congress  of  a republic 
upon  its  president,  io  be  used  against  a nation 
whose  congress  had  been  discussing  the  propriety' 
of  vesting  in  their  president  a power  strictly  recog- 


nised by  the  laws  of  the  nations,  that  of  ordering 
reprisals,  and  had  declined  to  do  so.  The  congress 
of  the  United  States  preferred  that  another  solemn 
appeal  should  be  made  under  the  treaty,  whilst  that 
of  Mexico  rushed  heedlessly  on  in  its  career  of  un- 
friendlitifss  by  clothing  their  president  with  the 
tremendous  power  of  seizing  and  confiscating  all 
American  manufactures,  in  the  hands  of  whomso- 
ever they  might  happen  to  be.  The  committee  re- 
fer to  the  passage  of  this  decree,  and  the  nearly 
simultaneous  refusal  by  the  American  congress  to 
vest  in  the  president  the  power  to  order  reprisals 
merely  for  the  purpose  of  contrasting  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  two  governments,  and  showing  the  un- 
willingness of  the  United  States  to  augment  the  dif- 
ficulties existing  between  them. 

It  is  now  proposed,  however,  by  Mexico,  to  put 
into  activity  the  friendly  spirit  of  the  first  part  of 
the  dperee  by  resorting  to  an  arbitration.  At  what 
time  that  government  adopted  this  determination  it 
does  not  appear.  The  letter  of  its  minister  is  dated 
on  the  7th  of  April,  1838.  It  is  extraordinary  that, 
when  the  authority  was  given  to  the  minister  to 
make  this  proposition  to  the  United  States,  and  the 
further  authority  to  “ name  the  power  to  the  judg- 
ment of  which  Mexico  was  ready  to  submit  the 
decision  of  the  riilferences  now  unfortunately  sub- 
sisting,” it  was  not  (teemed  proper  to  give  him  also 
the  necessary  instructions  and  authority  for  the  ex- 
ecution of  a convention  of  reference.  There  was 
every  inducement  to  do  this.  The  president  had, 
early  in  December,  referred  the  whole  subject  to 
the  congressofthe  United  States,  upon  the  declared 
ground  that  “the  powers  of  the  executive  alone 
could  not  be  further  usefully  employed  in  bringing 
the  unfortunate  controversy  to  a satisfactory  termi- 
nation;” and  this  must  have  been  known  to  the 
president  of  Mexico,  because  the  Mexican  minister, 
on  the  11th  of  December,  addressed  a note  to  the 
secretary  of  State,  from  which  the  following  is  an 
extract : 

“Aware  that,  after  so  decided  an  expression  of 
the  feelings  of  the  executive,  my  presence  can  be 
of  no  practical  utility  in  Washington,  I beg  leave  to 
inform  yon  that  I am  about  to  return  to  the  bosom 
of  my  family  in  New  Orleans,  where  any  commu- 
nications can  reach  me  with  very  little  delay.” 

The  reference  to  congress  must,  therefore,  have 
been  known  to  the  president  of  Mexico.  He  must 
have  known,  also,  (for  the  friends  of  Mexico  are 
not  inattentive  observers  of  what  passes  in  the 
American  congress,)  the  opinions  expressed  by  the 
senate,  and  reported  to  the  house  of  representatives 
towards  the  close  of  the  last  session  ; and  in  these 
circumstances  the  committee  see  abundant  reason 
why  the  proposition  for  an  arbitration  should  have 
been  accompanied  by  ample  powers  for  the  imme- 
diate execution  of  a convention.  It  appears,  also, 
that,  on  the  30th  of  April,  Mr.  Martinez,  then  at 
New  Orleans,  received  the  note  of  Mr.  Forsyth  of 
the  21st,  informing  him  of  the  acceptance  of  the 
proposed  arbitration  ; and  that  he  communicated  it 
to  his  government  by  wav  of  Havana,  and  by  an- 
other channel  which  appeared  to  be  safe.  On  the 
10th  of  May,  a duplicate  was  forwarded  by  the 
United  States  sloop  of  war  Natchez,  w hich  sailed 
for  Tampico.  All  these  efforts  certainly  indicate 
great  earnestness  on  the  part  of  the  Mexican  minis- 
ter, and  the  committee,  with  great  pleasure,  express 
their  belief  in  his  zeal  and  sincerity.  But  the  whole 
months  of  May  and  June  appear  to  have  afforded 
time  enough  for  letters  to  have  gone  from  New  Or- 
leans to  Mexico,  and  to  have  returned  from  Mexico 
to  Washington.  The  consequence  of  the  original 
omission  of  the  Mexican  government  to  furnish  its 
minister  with  the  proper  powers,  and  of  its  failure 
to  supply  this  defect  up  to  the  time  of  presenting 
this  report,  is  to  place  the  committee  on  foreign  af- 
fairs in  some  uncertainty  whether  or  not  to  recom- 
mend any  legislative  measure  to  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives. Reasons  may  perhaps  be  found  in  the 
present  peculiar  condition  of  Mexico  why  the  at- 
tention of  its  government  is  too  much  engrossed 
with  a controversy  with  another  power,  to  have  for- 
tified its  minister  here  with  the  requisite  powers, 
since  his  application  for  them  ; and  the  committee 
are  w illing  to  yield  to  the  force  of  those  reasons,  by 
forbearing  to  present  any  distinct  recommendation 
to  the  house.  They  feel  themselves  constrained  to 
express  their  dissatisfaction  w ith  the  existing  and 
unsettled  condition  of  this  negotiation. 

It  is  riot  probable  that  the  arrangement  of  the 
contemplated  convention  will  be  free  from  difficul- 
ties. On  the  contrary,  there  are  two  circumstances 
w’hich,  upon  the  basis  proposed  bv  Mexico,  threaten 
to  be  of  no  easy  adjustment.  It  is  not  their  duty, 
or  perhaps  their  right,  to  anticipate  the  discussion 
of  this  matter;  and  they  would  have  been  gratified 
if  an  opportunity  had  been  afforded  for  reviewing 
the  whole  ground,  after  the  negotiation  should  have 
been  closed,  either  successfully  or  otherwise.  But 
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the  time  is  at  hand  when  congress  will  adjourn  ; and 
this  report  can  no  longer  be  withheld.  They  will, 
therefore,  only  express  a hope  lhat  the  government 
of  Mexico  is,  at  last,  influenced  by  a more  friendly 
spirit  towards  the  United  States  than  that  which 
has  characterized  its  deportment  for  many  years 
past ; and  that  it  will  approach  the  negotiation  of 
the  proposed  convention  with  such  a temper,  and 
upon  such  terms,  that  the  president  of  the  United 
States  can  resume,  permanently,  the  exercise  of 
those  powers  which  he  had  heretofore  found  insuf 
ficient  to  protect  the  honor  of  the  government  and 
rights  of  the  people  of  the  United  States. 

MEXICAN  RELATIONS MINORITY  REPORT. 

The  undersigned,  a member  of  the  committee  on 
foreign  atfairs,  dissenting  from  the  majority  of  the 
committee,  in  some  respects,  asks  leave  to  submit 
to  the  house  a summary  statement  of  his  views  re- 
lative to  the  actual  posture  of  the  controversy  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  Mexican  republic. 

Without  deeming  it  necessary  to  enter  into  a 
particular  examination  of  the  subject  of  controversy 
between  the  two  nations,  he  concurs  in  the  opinion 
that  the  Mexican  government,  by  a series  of  acts, 
part  aggressive  on  the  rights  of  individual  citizens 
of  the  United.  States,  and  part  immediately  affect- 
ing the  national  dignity  and  honor,  and  by  delay  to 
make  reparation  in  the  premises,  has  given  to  the 
United  States  cause  of  resort  to  measures  of  public 
remedy,  if  other  circumstances  did  not  render  such 
a course,  at  present,  impolitic  and  unjust  on  the 
part  of  this  government. 

He  perceives,  in  the  prolonged  war  of  indepen- 
dence waged  against  the  Mexican  republic  by  the 
mother  country,  and  in  the  civil  anarchy  which  has 
accompanied  and  followed  that  war,  much  pallia- 
tion, but  by  no  means  any  adequate  justification,  of 
the  irregularities  which  have  marked  the  foreign  re- 
lations and  the  diplomatic  intercourse  of  that  repub- 
lic. Claiming  the  rank  and  prerogatives  of  an  in- 
dependent nation,  the  government  of  the  Mexican 
states  should  observe  the  obligations  which  that 
station  imposes. 

He  perceives  a further  palliation  of  the  conduct  ol 
the  Mexican  government  in  events  connected  w ith 
the  establishment  of  the  independence  of  Texas. 
But  neither  in  this  can  he  find  any  sufficient  answer 
to  the  causes  of  complaint  alleged  by  the  United 
States;  because  some  of  the  injuries  sustained  by 
us  date  back  anterior  to  the  commencement  of  the 
civil  war  in  Texas,  and  others  of  later  date  are 
wholly  independent  of  that  fact ; and  because,  what- 
ever reason  the  Mexican  republic  may  have  to  take 
umbrage  at  the  conduct  of  the  citizens  or  the  go- 
vernment of  the  United  States,  in  reference  to  that 
or  any  other  matter,  it  surely  bejiooves  her  to  seek 
redress  through  negotiation,  or  other  direct  ways 
sanctioned  in  the  usage  of  nations,  rather  than  by 
occasional  acts  of  public  or  private  resentment. 

At  the  same  time,  the  undersigned  considers  the 
errors  of  the  Mexican  republic  to  be  in  so  great  a 
degree  consequential  to  the  disorders  and  revolu- 
tionary changes  induced  by  her  struggle  for  inde- 
pendence— a struggle  undertaken  in  emulous  imita- 
tion of  the  great  example  of  these  United  States— 
that  he  thinks  it  becoming  the  honor  of  the  United 
States,  as  the  leading  power  of  this  hemisphere, 
whilst  manifesting  a due  sensibility  to  wrong  from 
whatever  quarter,  yet  to  hold  itself  ready  to  receive 
indulgently  any  overture  of  reconciliation  and  peace 
from  a sister  republic  of  the  new  world. 

He  is  the  more  strongly  impelled  to  this  view  of 
the  subject,  inasmuch  as  peace,  where  consistent 
with  honor,  is  the  truest  and  best  policy  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  at  all  times,  and,  therefore,  pacific  means 
of  redressing  public  injuries  are,  other  things  being 
equal,  to  be  encouraged  and  preferred  by  us.  All 
the  maxims  of  religion  and  morals,  not  less  than  po- 
litical expediency,  and  the  enlightened  spirit  of 
civilization  which  characterizes  the  age,  plead  in 
behalf  of  the  cause  of  peace. 

Add  to  which,  that,  independently  of  the  consi- 
derations of  profit  and  loss  involved  in  the  general 
question  of  war,  many  of  the  grounds  of  complaint 
in  this  case  are  for  injury  to  the  property  of  indivi- 
dual citizens  of  the  United  States,  whose  interests 
would  be  sacrificed,  rather  than  promoted,  Dy  any 
hostile  proceedings  against  the  Mexican  republic. 

Entertaining  these  views,  therefore,  of  the  gene- 
ral subject,  the  undersigned  cordially  approves  of 
the  proposition,  made  by  the  Mexican  government, 
and  accepted  by  ours,  to  refer  the  controversy  be- 
tween the  two  countries  to  the  friendly  arbitrament 
of  one  of  the  most  trustworthy  European  powers — 
a mode  of  ending  national  disputes,  and  of  introduc- 
ing into  such  disputes  the  law'  of  reason  in  lien  of 
the  law  of  force,  which  this  government  has  nobly 
distinguished  itself  by  adopting  in  other  cases.  In 
■which  condition  of  the  affair,  he  thinks  nothing 
should  now  be  said  or  done  to  augment  on  either 


side  the  existing  irritation  ; and  he  abstains,  there- 
fore, from  all  comment  on  the  details  of  the  late 
negotiations  of  the  two  governments. 

He  conceives  that,  until  the  contrary  shall  dis- 
tinctly appear,  the  amicable  proposition  of  the 
Mexican  republic  should  be  entertained  and  treated, 
by  all  departments  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States  and  more  especially  by  congress,  as  having 
been  proffered  in  perfect  good  faith,  and  as  being  an 
honest  advance  on  the  part  of  Mexico  towards  a full 
reconciliation  with  the  United  States. 

The  undersigned  at  the  same  time  declares,  that 
if,  however,  the  reverse  shall  hereafter  appear,  and 
it  shall  prove  (contrary  to  his  expectations)  that 
the  Mexican  government,  not  satisfied  with  having 
persisted  in  so  many  acts  injurious  to  the  United 
States,  has  added  thereto  the  aggravation  of  pro- 
crastinating redress  by  insincere  and  perfidious  pre- 
tences of  accomodation,  he  shall  consider  it  the 
right  of  the  federal  government  to  pursue,  in  that 
event,  the  most  prompt  and  decided  measures  for 
amply  vindicating  the  interests  and  the  honor  of  the 
United  States. 

Caleb  Cushing. 


NORTH  CAROLINA. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  following  that  the  hon. 
John  Branch  has  consented  to  run  as  the  democra- 
tic republican  candidate  for  governor  of  North  Ca- 
rolina, at  the  election  in  August  next : 

Wake  County,  July  4th,  1838. 

Sir:  We  have  been  designated  a committee  to 
make  known  to'you  your  nomination  as  a candidate 
lor  the  office  of  governor  of  the  state,  by  a respect- 
able portion  of  our  fellow  citizens  at  a public  meet- 
ing in  this  county. 

in  discharge  of  this  duty,  we  deem  it  not  impro- 
per to  add,  the  nomination  has  been  made  by  those 
who  concur  with  the  views  of  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  in  regard  to  our  national  currency, 
and  who  flatter  themselves,  should  you  acquiesce 
in  their  wishes  in  becoming  a candidate,  you  will 
be  generally  supported  by  the  friends  of  the  admin- 
istration. We  take  it  for  granted,  from  what  has 
been  said,  and  from  the  manner  of  his  nomination, 
by  those  who  are  themselves  in  favor  of  a United 
States  bank  and  Henry  Clay  as  president,  that  gov. 
Dudley  unites  in  all  these  views.  We  think  it 
therefore  but  candid  to  the  people  of  the  state  and 
to  those  whose  organ  we  are  in  making  this  com- 
munication, to  know  whether  or  not  you  are  in  fa- 
vor of  such  a bank  with  its  fifty  millions,  and  of 
that  individual  as  president,  upon  whose  election  its 
friends  alone  seem  to  calculate  for  its  success. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  great  personal  respect, 

Your  obedient  servants, 

Willis  Whitaker, 
Wm.  W.  White, 
Willie  Pope. 

To  the  hon.  John  Branch. 

Steamboat  Chesapeake,  July  7,  1838. 

Gentlemen  : I was  honored  by  the  receipt  of  yours 
of  the  4th  instant,  after  I took  my  seat  in  the  cars, 
at  Halifax,  and  avail  myself  of  the  earliest  moment 
to  respond  to  the  enquiries  you  have  made,  as  to  my 
opinions,  on  certain  political  matters,  of  high  im- 
port. Having  for  more  than  the  third  of  a century 
contended  for  a strict  .construction  of  the  federal 
constitution,  and  believing,  as  I do,  that  the  exis- 
tence of  our  southern  institutions  vitally  depends 
on  a rigid  adherence  thereto,  I have  no  hesitation 
in  frankly  avowing  to  you,  and  through  you  to  my 
fellow  citizens  of  North  Carolina,  that  my  opinions 
have  undergone  no  change;  but  on  the  contrary, 
have  been  confirmed  by  time.  It  follows,  therefore, 
as  a matter  of  course,  that  I am  now,  as  I have  ever 
been,  opposed  to  incorporating  a United  States 
bank.  For  which  opinion  I will  assign  but  one 
reason.  It  is  this,  that  the  power  to  grant  incorpo- 
rations was  expressly  withheld,  or  denied  by  the 
convention  which  made  the  constitution.  All  of 
which  will  more  fully  appear  by  reference  to  the 
journals.  I will  go  further;  I am  equally  opposed 
to  the  exploded  deposite  bank  system — nay,  more 
so.  Hence,  you  will  perceive, .that  I must  he  in 
favor  of  a constitutional  treasury.  Could  I believe 
that  the  banks  were  calculated  to  make  men  more 
honest,  I might  be  induced  to  think  more  favorably 
of  their  agency,  oi  could  the  ingenuity  of  their 
friends  satisfy  me  that  they  possessed  less  patron- 
age, or  influence,  than  individuals,  I might  pause 
and  re-examine  the  subject.  But  it  seems  to  me 
that  no  candid  and  intelligent  man  will  affirm  either 
proposition.  Thus  much  for  my  political  senti- 
ments. As  to  men,  I feel  that  “ The  price  of  liberty 
is  eternal  vigilance,”  and  I wish  to  be  explicitly 
understood,  that  I commit  myself,  in  advance,  for  or 
against  no  man,  further  than  he  can  be  made  useful, 
in  perpetuating  the  great  principles  to  which  I trust 


I have  ever  been  sincerely  attached,  and  which  I 
am  now  (overlooking  all  personal  considerations) 
assisting  to  re-establish.  For  governor  Dudley,  I 
entertain  personally  the  highest  respect  and  esteem, 
and  nothing  could  induce  me  to  oppose  his  re-elec- 
tion, but  the  paramount  considerations  above  allud- 
ed to. 

I am  with  much  respect, 

Your’s,  &c. 

John  Branch. 

To  Messrs.  W.  Whitaker,  Wm.  W.  White,  and 
Willie  Pope. 


BONDS  BELONGING  TO  THE  U.  STATES. 

Treasury  Department,  ) 
July  18,  1S38.  J 

In  pursuance  of  the  authority  given  in  an  act  of 
congress  passed  on  the  7th  of  July,  1838,  a copy  of 
which  is  hereunto  annexed,  the  undersigned  will 
receive  proposals  for  the  purchase  of  one  or  both  of 
the  bonds  ol  the  Pennsylvania  Bank  of  the  United 
States  therein  described. 

Levi  Woodbury, 
Secretary  of  the  treasury. 

{Public. — No.  C8. 

An  Act  to  authorize  the  sale  of  certain  bonds  be- 
longing to  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and.  house  of  represen- 
tatives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  congress 
assembled,  That  the  secretaiy  of  the  treasury  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  sell  upon  the  be3t 
terms  he  can  command  for  money  in  hand,  in  the 
markets  of  this  or  of  any  foreign  country,  as- upon 
inquiry  he  shall  find  most  for  the  interest  of  the 
United  States,  the  two  bonds  held  by  the  United 
States  against  “the  president,  directors,  arid  com- 
pany of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,”  chartered 
by  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  which  w ill  fall  due  in 
the  month  of  September,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-nine,  and  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  forty,  being  the  two  last  of  four 
several  bonds,  dated  on  the  tenth  day  of  May,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  given  to 
secure  the  payment  of  the  sum  of  one  million  nine 
hundred  and  eighty-six  thousand  five  hundred  and 
eighty-nine  dollars  and  four  cents  each,  with  inter- 
est upon  each  bond,  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum 
per  annum,  from  the  third  day  ol  Maich,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  thiity-six  until  paid,  the 
said  four  bonds  having  been  received  by  the  United 
States  as  security  for  the  final  payment  of  the  stock 
held  by  the  United  States,  in  the  late  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  chartered  by  congress,  and  to  exe- 
cute under  his  hands  and  the  seal  of  his  office,  to 
the  purchaser  or  purchasers  of  the  said  bonds,  suit- 
able and  proper  assignments  to  transfer  to  the  said 
purchaser  or  purchasers,  his,  her,  or  their  represen- 
tatives, or  assigns,  all  the  right,  title  and  interest  of 
the  United  Statts,  of,  in,  and  to  the  money  due  and 
to  become  due  upon  the  bonds  sold  and  assigned  in 
pursuance  of  this  act:  Provided,  That  no  sale  of 
either  of  the  said  bonds  shall  be  made  upon  terms 
less  favorable  to  the  United  States  than  the  par  value 
of  the  bond  sold,  at  the  time  of  sale,  calculated  ac- 
cording to  the  rules  for  estimating  the  par  value  of 
securities  upon  which  interest  lias  run  for  a time, 
but  which  securities  have  not  reached  maturity. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  money 
received  upon  the  sale  of  the  said  bonds,  shall  be 
immediately  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  United 
States,  or  placed  to  the  credit,  of  the  treasurer  there- 
of in  some  proper  depository,  in  the  same  manner 
that  other  moneys,  received  for  dues  to  the  govern- 
ment, are  by  law,  directed  to  be  paid  into  the  trea- 
sury. 

Approved,  July  7th,  1838. 


From  the  National  Intelligencer. 

LETTER  FROM  MR.  CALHOUN. 

Messrs.  Gales  4"  Seaton:  I will  thank  you  to  give 
the  enclosed  an  early  insertion  in  your  journal. 

With  respect,  I ain.tkc. 

J.  C.  Calhoun. 

Washington,  July  1S38. 

, [enclosed  in  the  above.] 

A friend  has  put  into  my  hands  a speech  of  the 
honorable  Mr.  Dawson,  on  the  hill  making  appro- 
priations for  the  suppression  of  Indian  hostilities, 
and  to  carry  into  etfect  the  treaty  with  the  Chero- 
kee Indians,  and  to  provide  for  their  removal,  deli- 
vered on  the  31st  May  last. 

The  following  extract  from  the  speech,  referring 
to  the  treaty  of  1819,  requires  some  notice  on  iny 
part: 

“This  is  not  mere  assertion:  I will  demonstrate 

it.  In  1817,  a treaty  was  negotiated  by  Andrew 
Jackson,  (late  president,)  Joseph  McMinn,  (for- 
merly governor  of  Tennessee,)  and  general  David 
Meriwether,  as  commissioners  on  the  part  of  the 
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United  States-,  and  the  chiefs,  head-men,  and  war- 
riors of  the  Cherokee  nation  east  of  the  Mississip- 
pi, and  the  deputies  of  those  on  the  Arkansas  river. 
This  treaty  was  most  fairly  obtained,  without  the 
least  imputation  of  fraud  from  any  quarter,  and  was 
unanimously  ratified  by  the  senate  of  the  United 
Slates;  by  which  Georgia  would  have  acquired 
nearly  all  tive  lands  in  the  occupancy  of  the  Chero- 
kee tribe  within  her  territorial  limits,  and  the  obi i - 
gaiions  of  the  United  States  would  have  been  ful- 
filled. 

“Mr.  Chairman,  the  treatment  of  my  state,  in  re- 
lation to  this  very  treaty,  was  so  extraordinary,  un- 
just, and  unfaithful,  that  1 feel  constrained  to  ask  a 
few  moments’  indulgence,  in  presenting  the  facts  to 
this  body,  that  the  state  I represent  shall  be  vindi- 
cated, and  the  public  mind, disabused  of  the  misap- 
prehensions so  extensively  prevailing.  Let  me 
read  to  the  committee  the  preamble  to  the  treaty  of 
1817,  and  I ask  particular  attention  to  it:  (6  vol. 
Laws  of  the  United  States,  p.  702:) 

“Whereas,  in  the  autumn  of  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  fight,  a deputation  from  the 
upper  and  lower  Cherokee  towns,  duly  authorized 
by  their  nation,  went  on  to  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton— the  first  named  to  declare  to  the  president  of 
the  United  States  their  anxious  desire  to  engage  in 
the  pursuits  of  agriculture  and  civilized  life  in  the 
country  they  then  occupied,  and  to  make  known  to 
the  president  of  the  United  States  the  impractica- 
bility of  inducing  the  nation  at  large  to  do  this,  and 
to  request  the  establishment  of  a division  line  be- 
tween the  upper  and  lower  towns,  so  as  to  include 
all  the  waters  of  the  Hiwassee  river  to  the  upper 
town;  that  by  thus  contracting  their  society  within 
narrow  limits,  they  oroposed  to  begin  the  establish- 
ment of  fixed  laws  and  a regular  government:  the 
deputies  !i  om  the  low  er  towns  to  make  known  their 
desire  to  continue  the  hunter-life,  and  also  the  scar- 
city of  game  where  they  then  lived,  and  under 
those  circumstances  their  wish  to  remove  across  the 
Mississippi  river  on  some  vacant  lands  of  the  Uni- 
ted States:  And  whereas  the  president  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  after  maturely  considering  the  petitions 
of  both  parties,  on  the  9th  day  of  January,  A.  D. 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nine,  including 
other  subjects,  answered  those  petitions  as  follows: 

“The  United  States,  my  children,  are  the  friends 
of  both  parties,  and,  as  fur  as  can  be  reasonably 
asked,  they  are  williag  to  satisfy  the  wishes  of  both. 
Those,  who  remain,  may  be  assured  of  our  patron- 
age, our  aid,  and  good  neighborhood.  Those  who 
W'ish  to  remove,  are  permitted  lo  send  an  exploring 
party  to  reconnoitre  the  country  on  the  waters  of 
the  Arkansas  and  White  rivers,  and  the  higher  up 
the  better,  as  they  will  be  the  longer  unapproached 
by  our  settlements,  which  will  begin  at  the  mouths 
of  those  livers.  The  regular  districts  of  the  go- 
vernment of  St.  Louis  are  already  laid  off  to  the 
St.  Francis. 

“When  this  party  shall  have  found  a tract  of 
country  suiting  the  emigrants,  and  not  claimed  by 
other  Indians,  we  w-ill  arrange  with  them  and  you 
the  exchange  of  that  for  a just  portion  of  ihe  coun- 
try they  leave,  and  to  a part  of  w hich,  proportioned 
to  their  numbers,  they  have  a right.  Every  aid  to- 
wards their  removal,  and  what  will  be  necessary  for 
them  there,  will  then  be  freely  administered  to 
them;  and  when  established  in  their  new  settle- 
ments, we  shall  still  consider  them  as  our  children, 
give  them  the  benefit  of  exchanging  their  peltries 
for  what  they  will  want  at  our  factories,  and  always 
hold  them  firmly  by  the  hand:” 

“And  whereas  the  Cherokees,  relying  on  the  pro- 
mises of  the  president  of  the  United  States,  as  above 
recited,  did  explore  the  country  on  the  west  side  of 
the  Mississippi,  and  made  choice  of  the  country  on 
the  Arkansas  and  White  rivers,  and  settled  them- 
selves down  upon  the  United  States  lands,  to  which 
no  other  tribe  of  Indians  have  any  just  claim,  and 
have  duly  notified  the  president  of  the  United  States 
thereof,  and  of  their  anxious  desire  for  the  full  and 
complete  ratification  of  his  promise,  and  to  that  end, 
as  notified  bv  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
have  sent  on  their  agents  with  full  powers  to  exe- 
cute a treaty,  relinquishing  to  the  United  States  all 
the  right,  title,  and  interest  to  all  lands  of  right  to 
them  belonging,  as  part  of  the  Cherokee  nation, 
vvhici.  they  have  left,  and  which  they  are  about  to 
leave,  proportioned  to  their  numbers,  including,  with 
those  now  on  the  Arkansas,  those  who  are  about  to 
remove  thither,  and  to  a portion  of  which  they  have 
an  equal  right,  agreeably  to  their  numbers.” 

“The  ‘lower  towns,’  who  thus  made  known  their 
desire,  in  the  year  1803,  to  continue  the  hunter-life, 
and,  also,  the  scarcity  of  game  where  they  then 
lived,  and  their  wish,  under  those  circumstances,  to 
remove  across  the  Mississippi  river,  on  some  vacant 
land  of  the  United  States,  were  chiefly  that  portion 
of  the  Cherokee  tribe  who  were  in  the  occupancy 
of  the  lands  which  the  United  States  were  lo  ob'ain 


for  Georgia.  Notwithstanding  this  disposition  of 
the  Indians  to  surrender  their  lands  as  early  as  1SC8, 
the  United  Slates  did  not  embrace  it,  but,  on  ihe 
contrary,  abandoned  her  duty,  and  made  no  elfort  to 
obtain  the  land  until  this  treaty  of  1817,  which  ex- 
tinguished the  occupant  right  of  the  Cherokee  In- 
dians to  nearly  all  the  lands  contemplated  by  the 
compact  of  1802.  Georgia  now  thought  her  just 
rights  were  secured,  and  that  soon  her  forests  would 
become  fields,  and  her  population  increase.  Not- 
withstanding these  just  expectations,  this  treaty  of 
IS  17,  against  which  no  allegation  had  been  marie  of 
Iraud  or  injustice,  unless  it  was  considered  a fraud 
in  the  United  Slates  to  comply  with  her  contract, 
ami  to  have  done  an  act  of  justice  to  Georgia,  was, 
by  articles  of  convention  made  between  John  C. 
Calhoun,  secretary  of  war,  being  specially  autho- 
rized therefor  by  the  president  ol  the  United  States, 
and  the  chiefs  and  headmen  of  the  Cherokee  nation 
of  Indians,  duly  authorized  and  empowered  by  said 
nation,  at  the  city  of  Washington,  on  the  27th  Fe- 
bruary, 1819,  readjusted,  and,  so  far  as  the  interest 
of  Georgia  was  involved,  measurably  abrogated, 
and,  on  its  very  face,  virtually  declared  that  the 
United  States  did  not  intend  to  comply  w ith  the  ar- 
ticles which  she  was  solemnly  pledged  to  fulfil. 
Sir,  let  me  read  to  the  committee  the  preamble  of 
this  treaty: 

“Whereas  a greater  part  of  the  Cherokee  nation 
have  expressed  an  earnest  desire  to  remain  on  this 
side  of  the  Mississippi,  and  being  desirous,  in  order 
to  commence  those  measures  which  they  deem  ne- 
cessary to  the  civilization  and  preservation  of  their 
nation,  that  the  treaty  between  the  United  States 
and  them,  signed  the  eighth  of  July,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  seventeen,  might,  without  further  delaj', 
or  the  trouble  or  expense  of  taking  the  census,  as 
stipulated  in  the  said  treaty,  be  finally  adjusted, 
have  offered  to  cede  to  the  United  States  a tract  of 
country  at  least  as  extensive  as  that  which  they 
probably  are  entitled  to  under  its  provisions,  the 
contracting  parties  have  agreed  to  and  conclude  the 
following  articles.” 

“Thus,  by  this  treaty,  arrangements  are  made, 
and  measures  adopted,  by  which  the  Indians  were 
to  remain  east  of  the  Mississippi,  within  the  limits 
of  Georgia,  and  the  treaty  of  1817  to  he  set  aside, 
in  violation  of  the  vested  rights  of  Georgia  under 
that  treaty,  and  with  a reckless  disregard  of  the 
obligations  of  the  compact.” 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  motive  of  the  ho- 
norable member,  he  has  done  me  great  injustice, 
both  in  what  he  lias  stated  and  what  he  has  omitted 
to  state,  W'hich  it  is  the  object  of  this  communica- 
tion to  correct.  The  assertions  that  “the  treaty  of 
1817  extinguish  the  occupant  right  of  the  Chero- 
kee Indians  to  nearly  all  the  lands  comprehended 
by  the  compact  with  Georgia,”  that  “the  treaty  ot 
1819  readjusted  that  ol  1S17,”  and  that  “it  mea- 
surably abrogated  it  so  far  as  Georgia  was  involv- 
ed,” or  that  “it  virtually  declared  that  the  United 
States  did  not  intend  to  comply  with  her  compact 
with  Georgia,”  or  that  “it  set  aside  the  treaty  of 
1717,”  are  destitute  of  any  foundation. 

If  the  honorable  member  had  turned  to  the  map 
of  Georgia,  with  the  treaty  of  1817  in  his  hands, 
before  he  made  these  unfounded  assertions,  he 
would  have  ascertained,  in  the  first  place,  that  it 
ceded  to  Georgia  only  a small  portion  of  the  Che- 
rokee country  within  her  bodc-rs;  and  if,  after  that, 
he  had  turned  to  the  treaty  of  1819,  he  would  have 
found  that  it  did  not  “readjust,”  a single  article  or 
provision  of  the  treaty  ol  1817,  nor  “abrogate  it,” 
nor  “measurably  abrogate  it,”  nor  “set  it  aside,” 
in  the  slighted  particular,  so  far  as  the  interest  of 
Georgia,  or  any  other  interest,  was  involved.  So 
tar  from  that,  it  made  very  considerable  additions 
to  the  cession  made  to  Georgia  by  the  treaty  of 
1817,  as  the  honorable  member  will  find,  if  he  will 
turn  to  the  map  of  Georgia,  with  the  two  treaties  in 
his  hands. 

The  honorable  member  seen  snot  to  be  informed, 
or  has.  at  least,  omiltpd  to  state  what  was  the  ob- 
ject of  the  treaty  of  1819.  If  he  had  turned  to  the 
treaty  of  1817,  and  read  it  with  care,  he  would  not 
have  fallen  into  the  errors  he  has.  He  would  have 
seen  by  its  third  and  fourth  articles  that  the  treaty 
of  1819  grew  out  of  that  of  1817,  and  was  simply 
intended  to  carry  these  two  articles  into  effect. 
They  are  in  the  following  words: 

Art.  3.  It  is  also  stipulated  by  the  contracting 
parlies,  that  a census  shall  be  taken  of  the  whole 
Cherokee  nation  during  the  month  ol  June,  in  the 
vear  of  our  Lord  181S,  in  the  following  manner, 
viz:  That  the  census  of  those  on  the  east  side  of 
the  Mississippi  river,  who  declare  their  intention  of 
removing,  shall  be  taken  by  a commissioner  ap- 
pointed hv  the  president  of  the  United  States,  and 
a commissioner  appointed  by  the  Cherokees  on  the 
Arkansas  river:  and  the  census  of  the  Cherokees 
on  the  Arkansas  river,  and  those  removing  there, 


and  who  at  that  time  declare  their  intention  of  re- 
moving there,  shall  be  taken  by  a commissioner 
appoinled  by  the  president  ol  the  United  Slates,  and 
one  appointed  by  the  Cherokees  east  ol  the  Missis- 
sippi liver. 

Art.  4.  The  contracting  parties  do  also  stipu- 
late that  the  annuity  due  from  the  United  Slate s to 
the  whole  Cherokee  nation  lor  the  year  1818  is  to 
be  divided  between  the  two  parts  of  the  nation,  in 
proportion  to  Iheir  numbers,  agreeably  to  the  stipu- 
lations contained  in  the  third  article  of  this  treaty, 
and  to  be  continued  to  be  divided  therealter,  in  pro- 
portion to  their  numbers,  and  the  lands  to  be  ap- 
portioned and  surrendered  to  the  United  States, 
agieeably  to  the  aforesaid  enumeration,  as  the  pro- 
portionate part,  agreeably  to  their  numbers,  to 
which  those  who  have  removed,  and  who  declare 
their  intention  lo  remove,  have  a just  right,  includ- 
ing these  with  the  lands  ceded  in  the  first  and  se- 
cond articles  of  this  treaty. 

All  that  was  required,  under  these  articles,  was 
to  ascertain  the  number  that  had  emigrated  to  Ar- 
kansas, and  the  number  that  remained,  and  to  ob- 
tain an  additional  cession  Irom  (he  Cherokees  of 
such  an  extent  as,  being  added  to  that  already  made 
by  the  treaty  of  1817,  would  make  the  portion  of 
land  ceded,  compared  to  what  was  retained,  corres- 
pond with  the  number  of  emigrants  compared  to 
those  remaining,  and  to  divide  the  annuity  between 
them  in  the  same  proportion.  The  treaty  of  1817 
was  made  in  July,  and,  by  the  3d  article,  the  sup- 
plemental treaty  (for  such  was  that  of  1819)  was 
to  be  made  in  the  following  June.  The  treaty  of 
1819  faithfully  carried  out  these  stipulations,  with- 
out infringing,  abrogating,  rescinding,  or,  in  any 
manner  whatever,  impairing  a single  article  or  pro- 
vision of  the  treaty  of  1SI7. 

So  far  otherwise  is  the  fact,  that  instead  of  clos- 
ing the  supplemental  treaty  in  June,  1S18,  as  pro- 
vided by  tiie  treaty  of  1817,  it  was  kept  open  by 
various  causes  till  February,  1819.  I took  charge 
of  the  war  department  in  December,  1817,  and  I 
found  governor  McMinn,  of  Tennessee,  acting  as 
the  superintendent  of  the  emigrating  Cherokees.  It 
was  important  to  get  off  and  enrol  as  many  as  pos- 
sible for  emigration,  before  making  the  supplemen- 
tal treaty.  I entered  at  once  zealously  into  the  sub- 
ject, as  the  records  of  the  w ar  office  will  show,  and 
did  all  I could  to  increase  the  number  6f  emigrants. 

I continued  to  urge  on  the  emigration  and  enrol- 
ment down  to  the  time  of  making  the  supplemental 
treaty,  in  February,  1819,  thereby  greatly  increas- 
ing the  number  of  emigrants,  and,  of  course,  the 
extent  of  cession  afterwards  made.  The  Cherokees, 
in  order  to  avoid  further  delay,  marie  the  liberal 
offer  to  cede  one  third  of  their  territory  on  this  side 
of  the  Mississippi;  which  was  accepted,  as  well 
from  its  liberality  as  from  the  desire  to  avoid  the 
expense  and  trouble  of  taking  the  census  required 
by  the  treaty  of  1818. 

The  only  question  that  remained  was  the  part  to 
be  ceded.  1 urged  with  all  my  might  that  the  ces- 
sion should  be  mainly  in  Georgia;  on  the  double 
ground  that  the  United  States  W'ere  bound  by  con- 
tract to  extinguish  the  Indian  title  in  that  state  as 
soon  as  it  could  be  done  peaceably,  and  that  it 
would  be  for  their  benefit  in  the  end,  as  Georgia 
would  never  be  satisfied  so  long  as  they  remained 
within  her  limits.  After  consulting  Mr.  Crawford, 

I used  my  best  efforts  to  fix  on  the  Etowah  as  the 
line,  but  found  it  impossible  to  obtain,  on  the  side 
of  Georgia,  any  other  line  more  favorable  than  that 
which  was  finally  agreed  on.  The  treaty  of  1817 
made  no  stipulation  as  to  the  location  of  the  addi- 
tional land  to  be  ceded;  and  of  course  it  had  to  be 
done  by  mutual  consent. 

The  honorable  member  has  cited  the  preamble  of 
the  treaty  of  1819.  He  does  not  state  his  object 
distinctly,  hut  I suppose  it  was  to  prove  that  it  vvas 
incompatible  with  the  compact  with  Georgia  to  give 
any  countenance  to  the  civilization  of  t lie  Chero- 
kees. If  this  was  his  object,  his  censure  ought  not 
to  fall  on  the  treaty  of  1819,  but  on  the  original  pro- 
mise of  Mr.  Jefferson  in  1S09,  out  of  which  the 
treaty  of  1817,  with  its  supplemental  treaty  of  1819, 
grew.  He  not  only  promised  to  those  w I o remain- 
ed, “patronage,  aid,  and  good  neighborhood but 
urged  them  by  the  most  persuasive  language  to  be- 
take themselves  to  the  pursuits  of  civilized  life,  as 
the  following  extract  from  his  speech  will  show: 
Extract  from  Mr.  Jefferson’s  speech  to  the  Cherokees. 

“ I understand,  by  the  speeches  which  you  have 
delivered  me,  that  there  is  a difference  of  disposition 
among  the  people  of  both  parts  of  your  nation  ; 
some  of  them  desiring  to  remain  on  their  lands,  to 
betake  themselves  to  agriculture  and  the  industrious 
occupations  of  civilized  life;  while  others,  retain- 
ing their  attachment  to  the  hunter’s  life,  and  having 
little  game  on  their  present  lands,  are  desirous  to 
remove  across  the  Mississippi,  to  some  of  the  va- 
cant lands  of  the  United  States,  where  game  is 
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abundant.  I am  pleased  to  find  so  many  disposed  to 
ensure,  by  the  cultivation  of  the  earth,  a plentiful 
subsistence  to  their  families,  and  to  improve  their 
minds  by  education  ; but  I do  not  blame  those  who, 
having  been  brought  up  from  infancy  to  the  pursuit 
of  game,  desire  still  to  follow  it  to  distant  countries. 
I know  how  difficult  it  is  for  men  to  change  their 
habits,  in  which  they  have  been  raised.  The  United 
States,  my  children,  are  the  friends  of  both  parties, 
and,  as  far  as  can  reasonably  be  asked,  they  will  be 
willing  to  satisfy  the  wishes  of  both.  Those  who 
remain  may'  be  assured  of  our  patronage,  our  aid, 
and  good  neighborhood.” 

Now,  I would  submit  to  the  honorable  member 
himself,  whether  the  bare  statement  of  the  fact  in 
the  preamble  of  the  treaty,  that  the  greater  part  of 
the  nation  desired  to  stay,  and  do  as  Mr.  Jetferson 
had  advised  them,  was  a virtual  declaration  that  the 
United  States  did  not  intend  to  comply  with  their 
contract  with  Georgia?  And  if  it  was,  whether 
Mr.  Jetferson  himself  is  not  the  responsible  party  ? 

1 have  now  given  a statement  of  the  facts  of  the 
case,  and  leave  it,  with  confidence,  to  all,  except 
the  most  bitter  and  prejudiced  partisans,  to  deter- 
mine whether  the  treaty  ot  1S19  was  so  “extraor- 
dinary, unjust,  and  unfaithful,”  as  the  honorable 
member  has  asserted  it  to  be;  or  whether  it  “set 
aside  the  treaty  of  1S17,  in  violation  of  the  vested 
rights  ol  Georgia;”  or  whether  it  “ measurably  abro- 
gated the  treaty  of  1817;”  or  declared  that  “the 
United  States  did  not  intend  to  comply  with  their 
contract  with  Georgia.”  As  to  the  motives,  which 
the  honorable  member  assigns  iri  a subsequent  part 
of  his  speech,  for  the  treaty  of  1819,  that  the  go- 
vernment was  in  debt  and  needed  money,  and  there- 
fore marie  the  cession  in  other. states,  in  preference  to 
Georgia,  because  the  soil  there  belonged  to  them, 
it  is  all  pure  fiction.  Such  a thought  never  once 
entered  my  head,  while  negotiating  the  treaty;  and 
the  honorable  member  seems  to  forget  that  the  go- 
vernment has  never,  and  will,  prob.ihlv,  never  realize 
one  cent  from  the  ceded  lands  in  North  Carolina  or 
Tennessee.  The  former  belonged  to  the  state  of 
North  Carolina,  and  the  latter  was  covered  by  prior 
grants  from  the  same  state. 

My  object  is  to  correct,  and  not  to  complain  of 
the  mis-statements  of  the  honorable  member;  but 
it  does  seem  to  me,  common  justice  required  (to 
say  nothing  of  our  former,  shall  I say  political  re- 
lations') that,  while  he  was  arraigning  my'  alleged 
political  dements  against  Georgia,  he  ought  not  to 
have  forgot  my  merits.  He  ought  not  to  have  omit- 
ted to  inform  the  house  and  his  constituents,  as  an 
offset,  at  least,  that  I,  whom  he  was  holding  up  in 
so  censurable  a light  to  them  for  the  treaty  of  1819, 
was  the  author  of  the  plan  for  removing  the  Chero- 
kees  and  all  the  southern  tribes  of  Indians  to  the 
west  of  the  Mississippi,  which  has  added  so  many 
millions  of  fertile  acres  to  the  states  of  Georgia, 
Alabama,  Mississippi,  Tennessee,  and  North  Caro- 
lina, and  will,  in  a short  time,  remove  the  last  re- 
mains of  the  aboriginal  race  beyond  their  limits. 

As  to  the  motive  of  the  honorable  member,  I say 
nothing.  I have  never  given  any  cause  or  provo- 
cation for  the  uncalled  for  attack;  unless,  indeed, 
the  misfortune  of  differing  from  him,  on  the  great 
question  of  the  day,  may  be  regarded  as  such. 

J.  C.  Calhoun. 

From  the  Portsmouth  Times. 

LETTER  FROM  THE  HON.  MR.  MAL- 
LORY,  OF  VIRGINIA. 

Dear  Sir:  I see  with  regret  that  you  have  copied 
the  perversion  of  my  remarks  published  in  the 
Baltimore  papers,  and  in  the  Intelligencer.  I am 
certain  you  could  not  intentionally  do  me  injustice 
by  placing  ire  in  a false  position  before  my  consti- 
tuents. Not  one  word  was  said  by  me  about  ‘per- 
suading them,’  or  ‘making  an  issue  with  the  peo- 
ple.’ Such  language  on  such  an  occasion,  would 
have  been  silly  indeed.  What  I said  was  substan- 
tially this — That  believing  a majority  ol  my  consti- 
tuents were  opposed  to  the  bill,  l felt  bound  to  vote 
against  it,  more  especially  as  no  opportunity  had 
been  offered  of  rendering  it  more  perfect  in  its  do 
tails.  That  I was  in  favor  of  separating  the  public 
money  from  the  banks,  so  as  to  prevent  its  use  by 
them,  and  that  in  discussing  the  subject,  as  I in- 
tended to  do  after  the  adjournment  of  congress,  my 
views  should  be  fully  explained  to  the  people — who 
could,  perhaps,  at  some  future  time,  authorize  me 
to  vote  more  in  accordance  with  my  principles, 
than  might  i hen  appear  to  be  the  case. 

Now  this,  I apprehend,  is  a very  different  affair 
from  the  colored  statement  going  the  rounds  of  the 
papers,  and  copied  into  those  published  in  my  dis- 
trict. I trust,  that  the  people  I represent,  will 
never  censure  a public  servant  for  saying  he  would 
discuss  a great  political  question,  involving  such 
important  consequences  as  this,  and  on  which  they 


have  expressed  no  opinion  since  mv  election,  that 
can  be  regarded  as  unequivocal.  The  question  has 
been  raised  since  I have  been  among  them,  and 
w ithout  discussion  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  know 
certainly  their  wushes.  Acknowledging  as  I do  to 
the  utmost  extent,  the  right  of  instruction,  it  will 
always  be  my  pleasure  to  carry  out  the  opinions  of 
the  people,  however  they  may  conflict  with  my 
own.  When  a candidate  for  congress,  I denounced 
the  pet  bank  system  in  strong  terms;  and  have  seen 
no  reason  to  change  my  sentiments — I can  never 
support  it  in  any  form  or  shape.  To  a substantial 
deposite  system,  with  guards  sufficient  to  < nsure 
its  faithful  execution,  the  same  objections  do  not 
apply.  A Bank  of  the  United  States  cannot  be  bad, 
if  it  is  desirable,  under  five  years,  and  in  the  mean 
time  we  must  pass  some  law,  or  leave  everv  thing 
to  executive  discretion.  Such  is  the  state  of  things 
here,  and  surely  the  currency  question  may  be  re- 
garded as  still  open  for  discussion,  and  I cannot  act 
intelligibly,  if  there  is  no  agitation  of  it.  What 
shall  I do?  how  shall  I vote?  are  questions  I must 
put  to  the  people,  and  I hope  I may  do  so  without 
calling  down  on  me  the  sneers  of  the  Richmond 
Whig,  and  the  denunciations  of  men  who  would 
have  me  sacrifice  the  true  interests  of  the  people  to 
promote  their  personal  aggrandizement. 

I have  hurriedly  drawn  up  this  explanation, 
which  I desire  you  to  publish,  that  I may  not  be 
considered  as  acquiescing  in  the  erroneous  state- 
ment published  in  the  northern  papers,  on  the  au- 
thority of  hireling  letter  writers,  haunting  the  dark 
passages  of  the  capitol. 

Iam,  your  obd’t  servant, 

F.  Mallory. 


STEAM  AND  STEAM-BOATS. 

A late  number  of  the  Frederick  Herald  contains 
the  follow  ing  interesting  detailed  description  of  the 
machinery  of  the  Great  Western,  by  one  of  the  gen- 
tlemen who  went  out  and  returned  in  her.  As  the 
residence  of  lieut.  Win.  F.  Lynch,  of  the  U.  S. 
navy,  is  in  the  neighborhood  of  Frederick,  we  pre- 
sume that  we  are  safe  in  assuming  that  he  is  the  au- 
thor of  the  excellent  and  perspicuous  article  which 
we  subjoin. 

“The  “Great  Western  steam  ship”  is  worked  by 
a pair  of  low  pressure  engines,  constructed  similar- 
ly to  most  engines  used  in  British  navigation.  The 
great  distinguishing  feature  of  such  engines  is,  that 
the  whole  of  the  machinery  is  under  deck,  although 
the  cylinders  are  worked  vertically. 

The  beam  of  the  engine  is  not  placed  above  the 
cylinder  as  in  our  boats,  but  a pair  of  beams  are 
placed  below  the  cylinder,  and  answer  the  same 
purpose,  at  the  same  time  that  they  bring  a great 
portion  of  the  machinery  below’  the  water  line,  and 
do  not  hamper  the  deck.  The  stroke  of  such  en- 
gines is  shortened,  though  not  necessarily,  by  this 
arrangement,  and  in  the  “G.  W.”  it  is  onlv  seven 
feet. 

The  tw’o  engine?  are  connected  to  the  main  shaft 
on  which  the  paddles  are  fixed,  and  in  case  of  an 
accident  to  one  engine,  the  other  continues  to  work 
both  paddles  or  wheels,  by  disconnecting  the  con- 
necting rod  of  the  deranged  engine.  This  was  the 
case  in  the  outward  voyage,  when  the  engine  pro- 
pelled the  G.  W.  during  thirty-four  hours,  at  the 
rate  of  6|  knots  per  hour. 

These  engines  are  each  200  horse  power:  they  are 
worked  by  steam,  not  exceeding  2 1-2  lbs.  per 
square  inch.  An  apparatus  for  reducing  the  steam 
by  expansion  is  attached,  but  rarely  uspd. 

There  are  four  boiRrs,  each  10  J -3  feet  long, 
9 12  feet  wide  and  16  high.  There  are  three  fire- 
places to  each  floor,  which  terminates  in  a flue 
that  runs  through  the  boiler,  an  extent  of  about  26 
feet,  before  it  passes  into  the  smoke  funnel. 

These  four  boilers  are  connected  by  valves  to  one 
general  steam  pipe  which  supplies  the  twro  engines. 
Any  one  boiler  can  be  shut  off"  at  pleasure,  and  as 
three  boilers  with  a little  extra  fuel  can  raise  suffi- 
cient steam,  the  fourth  can  be  cleansed  out  when- 
ever required.  The  four  boilers  are  more  than 
sufficient  for  the  work,  and  consume  very  little 
more  coal  than  three;  at  the  same  time,  the  fire- 
men are  not  hurried,  and  the  doors  of  the  furnaces 
are  repeatedly  thrown  open  to  keep  down  steam. 

The  consumption  of  coal,  both  on  the  outwardly 
and  homeward  passage  to  the  United  States,  did 
not  exceed  6 3-4  lbs.  per  horse  power,  per  hour. 
In  roughest  part  of  homew’ard  trip,  when  the  ship 
was  a wmek  out  of  port,  and  in  better  trim  from 
havi  ng  consumed  a considerable  quantify  of  coal, 
the  consumption  was  5 4-5  per  hour.  The  incon- 
venience to  which  steam  boilers  have  been  hereto- 
fore subjected  by  the  deposition  of  salt  and  earthy 
matters,  was  obviated  on  board  of  this  ship,  by  a 
peculiar  arrangement,  the  invention  of  Messrs. 
Maudsley,  Sons  & Field. 


In  marine  steam  boilers,  it  is  usual  to  blow  off  a 
portion  of  the  densest  salt  water  from  the  bottom  of 
the  boiler,  by  means  of  a pipe  blow-off-cock.  In 
this  manner,  a portion  of  the  strongest  brine  is 
forced  out — but  the  quantity  is  limited  and  much 
fuel  wasted  by  the  loss  of  heat. 

On  board  of  the  G.  W.  a brass  plunger  pump  is 
attached  to  the  bottom  of  each  boiler  and  draws  off 
a constant  stream  of  brine,  the  loss  of  which  is  sup- 
plied by  a pipe  conveying  hot  w ater  from  the  reser- 
voir,— which,  pouring  into  the  boiler,  keeps  up  a 
constant  current,  thereby  preventing  deposition  and 
subsequent  concretion. 

Supposing  the  density  of  the  wafer  of  the  ocean 
to  be  100,  and  that  deposition  cannot  take  place,  in 
other  words,  that  the  waters  would  hold  the  salt 
and  other  earthy  matters  in  solution,  until  its  den- 
sity is  reduced  "to  66  2-3ds,  the  density  of  the  water 
in  the  boilers  of  the  G.  W.  was  rarely  less  than  90. 
At  the  expiration  of  each  trip,  the  boilers  were  as 
clean  as  if  fresh  water  only  had  been  used.  To 
ascertain  the  proper  quantity  to  be  drawn  off,  and 
to  regulate  the  pmnps  accordingly,  the  density  of 
the  brine  is  ascertained  by  letting  a portion  of  it 
cool  and  trying  it  w ith  an  hydrometer.  This  sim- 
ple substitute  for  the  old  plan  of  blowing  off  bas 
proven  so  efficient  that  it  will  no  doubt  be  generally 
adopted. 

The  boilers  of  the  G.  W.  are  of  wrought  iron, 
square,  with  1-2  wagon  tops.  The  maximum  pres- 
sure, is  3 1-2  lbs.  to  square  inch.  The  moment  that 
the  pressure  of  steam  exceeds  that  amount,  the  safety 
valve  raises  and  the  surplus  steam  passes  through 
the  safety  pipe,  to  the  upper  air.  Fiom  their 
shape  and  size,  those  boilers  could  not  withstand  a 
pressure  of  8 lbs.  to  the  square  inch — and  if  they 
wRre  to  burst  with  that  pressure,  only  those  in  the 
engine  and  firerooms  would  suffer — the  passengers 
and  the  ship  would  escape  uninjured.  But,  to 
guard  against  such  an  accident,  which,  on  the  ocean 
would  produce  great  eventual  inconvenience,  and 
in  our  own  boats  for  the  protection  of  life  itself,  it 
would  be  advisable  to  have  two  safety  valves  to 
each  boiler,  one  of  each  loaded  to  the  maximum 
pressure  it  would  be  perfectly  prudent  to  carry, 
and  then  cased  and  locked  up,  only  to  be  visited  by 
the  commander  The  others  are  at  present  acces- 
sible to  the  engineer.  By  this  means,  the  engi- 
neer can  always  diminish,  but  never  increase  the 
pressure  and  by  consequence  the  danger.  Rash 
and  inexperienced  as  many  of  our  steamboat  cap- 
tains are,  it  would  often  be  unsafe  to  entrust  the 
keys  of  the  safety  valve  cases  with  them.  Unless 
they  have  been  proved  perfectly  competent  and 
trustworthy,  those  keys  should  on  short  trips  remain 
with  the  agent  or  owner.  These  valves  should 
also  be  examined  at  frequent,  regular  intervals. 

With  such  precaution  there  can  be  no  danger  of 
explosion  from  pressure  of  steam,  or,  as  it  is  gene- 
rally termed,  high  steam. 

The  boiler  of  good  metal,  will  bear  the  strain  of 
one  thiid  of  the  cohesive  force  of  that  metal.  In 
practice,  twice  the  max  pressure  ori  the  valve  can 
he  borne  with  perfect  safety: — therefore,  if  a safety 
valve  be  loaded  with  10  lbs  to  the  square  inch,  the 
pressure  of  the  steam  can  be  more  than  doubled 
before  an  explosion  can  ensue. 

The  next  greatest  and  almost  only  remaining 
case  of  the  explosion  of  steam  boilers,  is  inatten- 
tion in  feeding  with  water.  Though  termed  a cause, 
it  is  most  generallv  a consequence  or  effect  of  the 
former.  If  the  safety  valve  be  too  heavily  loaded  a 
great  quantity  of  the  water  in  ihe  boiler  is  converted 
into  steam,  w bich,  wherever  it  is  in  contact,  lends 
to_heatthe  boiler  as  much  within  as  the  fire  does 
without;  consequently,  an  unusual  motion  of  the 
boat  by  the  heave  of  the  sea;  a simultaneous  move- 
ment of  the  passengers  from  side  to  side,  or  any 
other  circumstance,  causes  the  water  within  the 
boiler  to  run  against  the  intensely  heated  metal, 
when  the  gas  more  powerful  than  steam  itself  is  in- 
stantaneously evolved,  and  an  explosion  invariably 
ensues. 

Besides  the  guage  cocks  some  of  the  English 
steamers  have  a float  attached  to  each  boiler,  which 
by  indicating  the  exact  height  of  wafer  in  the  boil- 
er, proves  a great  additional  safeguard. 

The  American  steam  engines  are  in  some  re- 
spects superior  to  the  English, — for  instance  in 
length  of  stroke,  by  which  greater  spe_ed  is  attained 
with  equal  power.  The  length  of  the  cylinder 
should  be  twice  that  of  its  diameter,  which  is  very 
nearly  the  proportion  of  that  of  the  LL  S.  steamer 
Fulton.  The  Great  Western,  with  22  inches  more 
of  diameter  has  only  1 1-6  in  length  of  stroke. 
The  Fulton  is  in  smooth  water  the  fastest  boat,  and 
in  all  respects  save  its  horizontal  position  her  ma- 
chinery is  the  best. 

Improvements  in  steam  apparatus.  An  act  au- 
thorizing the  appointment  of  persons  to  test  the 
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usefulness  of  inventions  to  improve  and  render  safe 
boilers  of  steam  engines  against  explosions : 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  represen- 
tatives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  congress 
assembled , That  the  president  of  the  United  Slates 
be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to  appoint  three 
persons,  one  of  whom  at  least  shall  be  a man  of  ex- 
perience and  practical  knowledge  in  the  construc- 
tion and  use  of  the  steam  engine,  and  the  others,  by 
reason  of  their  attainments  and  science,  shall  be 
competent  judges  of  the  usefulness  of  any  invention 
designed  to  detect  the  causes  of  explosion  in  the 
boilers;  which  said  persons  shall  jointly  examine 
any  inventions  made  for  the  purpose  of  detecting 
the  cause  and  preventing  the  explosion  of  boilers, 
that  shall  be  presented  for  their  consideration;  and, 
if  any  one  or  more  of  such  inventions  or  disco- 
veries justify,  in  their  judgment,  the  experiment,  and 
tile  inventor  desires  that  his  invention  shall  be  sub- 
jected to  the  test,  then  the  said  persons  may  pro- 
ceed and  order  such  preparations  lo  be  made,  and 
such  experiments  to  be  tried  as,  in  their,  judg- 
ment, may  be  necessary  to  determine  the  character 
and  usefulness  of  any  such  invention. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said 
board  shall  give  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of 
their  meeting  to  examine  such  inventions,  and  shall 
direct  the  preparations  to  be  made,  and  the  experi- 
ments to  be  tried,  at  such  place  a.a  they  shall  deem 
most  suitable  and  convenient  for  the  purpose;  and 
shall  make  full  report  of  their  doings  to  congress  at 
their  next  session. 

Sec  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  to  carry 
into  effect  the  foregoing  objects,  there  be,  and  here- 
by is,  appropiiated,  out  of  any  money  in  the  trea- 
sury not  otherwise  appropriated,  the  sum  of  six 
thousand  dollars;  and  so  much  thereof  as  shall  be 
necessary  for  the  above  purposes  shall  be  subject  to 
the  order  of  the  said  board,  and  to  defray  such  ex- 
penses as  shall  be  incurred  by  their  direction,  in- 
cluding the  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars  to  each, 
for  his  personal  services  and  expenses:  Provided, 
however,  and  their  accounts  shall  be  settled  at  the 
treasury,  in  the  same  manner  as  those  of  other  pub- 
lic agents. 

Rh.  M.  Johnson, 

Vice  president  of  the  United  States  and 

President  of  the  senate. 

James  K.  Polk, 

Speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives. 

Approved,  June  28th,  1838. 

M.  Van  Buren. 

Great  Western  steam  ship  office, 

Bristol,  19  Trinity  street. 

May  31st,  1S38. 

My  dear  Hosken — 

I have  much  pleasure  in  forwarding  the  following 
copy  of  a resolution  unanimously  passed  at  a board 
held  on  Monday  last: 

‘•Resolved,  That  this  board  highly  approves  the 
skillful,  energetic,  and  conciliatory  conduct  of  cap- 
tain Hosken,  in  carrying  through  the  great  expe- 
riment which  he  has  so  happily  brought  to  a suc- 
cessful issue.” 

Yours  very  sincerely, 

Christopher  Claxton. 

New  York,  June  18,  1833. 

Dear  Sir:  The  necessity  of  proceeding  direct  to 
my  ship,  which  lies  in  another  port,  constrains  me 
to  adopt  this  mode  of  returning  my  grateful  ac- 
knowledgments for  the  liberal  courtesy  of  the  direc- 
tors of  the  Great  Western  steam  ship  company,  as 
evinced  by  their  invitation,  transmitted  through  you 
in  April  last;  though  the  terms  of  that  invitation 
were  not  acceded  to  by  my  government,  which,  as- 
sociating an  older,  more  experienced,  and  much 
better  officer,  (first  named  in  the  invitation,)  from 
the  dictates  of  an  equal  liberal  spirit  defrayed  the 
expense  of  our  passage. 

Unremitfpd  observation  for  two  consecutive  pas- 
sages in  “The  Great  Western,”  enables  me  now  to 
do  that  from  which,  because  not  thoroughly  satis- 
fied, I have  heretofore  most  studiously  refrained — 
to  speak  with  confidence  of  the  qualities  and  per- 
formance of  the  ship. 

For  stiffness  and  buoyancy  combined  in  just  pro- 
portions; for  perfect  comparative  safety  from  explo- 
sion within,  or  the  battling  elements  without,  for 
speed,  security  and  comfort,  the  “Great  Western” 
may  hereafter  be  equalled,  but  can  scarcely  be  sur- 
passed. 

To  captain  Hosken,  also,  I beg  leave  through 
you  to  tender  my  lasting  remembrance  of  his  frank, 
unreserved,  kind,  friendly,  and  brother  officer-like 
demeanor  throughout  the  w hole  period.  The  high 
estimation  in  which  he  was  held  by  the  outward 
passengers,  their  card  of  thanks  and  service  of  plate 
presented,  bear  ample  testimony.  The  passengers 
of  the  last  trip  will,  I knoio  from  frequent  inter- 


communion, unite  with  me  in  saying  that  they  have 
ever  found  him,  as  a man,  an  officer  and  a seaman, 
amiable,  honorable  and  efficient. 

With  unfeigned  regard, 

Your  obed’t  servant, 

Wm.  Lynch,  lieut.  U.  S.  navy. 

Richard  Irvin,  esq. 

Consignee  G.  W.  S.  S.  Co.,  New  York. 

The  following  are  the  dimensions  of  the  steam 
ship  British  Queen,  building  in  England  for  the 
British  and  American  steam  navigation  company, 
by  Messrs.  Curling,  Young  & Co.  She  is  suppos- 
ed to  be  the  longest  ship  in  the  world,  the  length  ex- 
ceeding, by  about  35  feet,  that  of  any  ship  in  the 
British  navy: 


Length  extreme  from  figure  head  to 
t art  rail 


Feet.  in. 


275  0 


Ditto  to  upper  deck 

265  0 

Ditto  of  keel 

223  0 

Breadth  within  paddle  boxes 

40  6 

Ditto,  including  ditto 

64  0 

Depth 

27  0 

Tonnage — No.  1852 

Power  of  engine 

500 

horse 

Diameter  of  cylinders 

77  1 

2 inches. 

Length  of  stroke 

7 

feet 

Diameter  of  paddle  wheels 

30 

Estimated  weight  of  engines,  boil- 

ers and  water 

500 

tons 

Ditto  of  coals,  for  20  days  consump- 

tion 

600 

it 

Ditto  cargo 

500 

“ 

Draught  of  water  with  above  weight 

and  all  stores 

16 

feet 

THE  ANNIVERSARY. 

At  the  democratic  celebration  of  the  city  and 
county  of  Philadeldhia.  on  the  4th  of  July,  T838, 
Utters,  accompanied  with  sentiments,  were  receiv- 
ed from  the  following  distinguished  individuals,  viz: 
John  C.  Calhoun,  Thos.  IJ.  Benton,  Silas  Wright, 
R.  M.  Johnson,  Joel  R.  Poinsett,  John  Forsyth, 
Amos  Kpndall,  Levi  Woodbury,  C.  C.  Cambreleug, 
H.  D.  Gilpin,  James  N.  Barker,  J.  K.  Paulding,  and 
Lemuel  Paynter. 

Washington,  July  2,  1338. 

G entlemen:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  invitation  on  behalf  of  the  demo- 
cratic citizens  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadel- 
phia, to  participate  with  them  in  celebrating  the  ap- 
proaching anniversary  of  our  national  indepen- 
dence. 

I regret  that  my  public  engagements  will  deprive 
me  of  the  pleasure  of  meeting  the  democracy  of 
your  city  and  county  upon  that  interesting  occa- 
sion. In  compliance,  however,  with  your  request, 
I send  you  a toast,  which  I must  ask  of  you  the 
favor  to  present  to  the  company  in  my  name. 

With  my  best  wishes  for  the  welfare  of  your- 
selves, and  of  those  whom  you  represent, 

I am  your  friend  and  fellow  citizen, 

Martin  Van  Buren. 

John  Rheiner,  j r. , John  Thompson,  James  Eneu, 
j r. , Gjeorge  Smith,  James  H.  Hutchinson,  H. 
Simpson,  Miles  N.  Carpenter,  Thomas  M.  Rush, 
and  Joseph  Snyder,  esquires. 

By  Martin  Van  Buren — The  state  of  Pennsylva- 
nia: To  her  noble  public  works  and  her  fruitful 
soil,  she  adds  the  ‘greater  riches’  of  a hardy,  incor- 
ruptible democratic  population. 

By  the  committee — Martin  Van  Buren,  president 
of  the  United  States:  Great  in  all  his  achievements, 
whether  in  the  presidential  chair  or  in  the  halls  of 
legislation;  his  love  of  liberty  and  honesty  of  pur- 
pose have  gained  for  him  the  hearts  of  freemen. 

Senate  chamber,  } 
Washington,  July  2,  1838.  ) 
Gentlemen:  I thank  you  for  the  honor  which  you 
have  bestowed  upon  me,  by  your  invitation  to 
celebrate  the  approaching  anniversary  of  our  inde- 
pendence, in  company  with  the  democratic  citizens 
of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia.  I can  as- 
sure you  it  would  afford  me  very  great  pleasure  to 
comply  with  your  request.  My  public  duties  here, 
however,  forbid  me  this  gratification.  Will  you  be 
good  enough  to  present  lo  the  assembled  company, 
in  my  name,  the  following  sentiment: 

David  R.  Porter:  Firm,  prudent,  and  practical. 
The  democracy  of  Pennsylvania  have  showm  their 
wisdom  in  selecting  him  for  their  candidate.  He 
is  now  in  the  furnace  of  political  persecution;  but 
shielded  by  his  integrity,  he  will  come  out  pure 
gold  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  October. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

James  Buchanan. 

To  Messrs.  Rheiner,  Thompson,  Rush,  Snyder,  and 
others,  committee. 

By  the  committee — Hon.  James  Buchanan:  Our 
talented,  patriotic,  and  urbane  senator;  whether  at 


home  or  abroad,  ever  the  same  firm  and  unflinching 
advocate  of  democratic  principles  and  men,  and 
our  country’s  dearest  rights. 

By  Richard  M.  Johnson,  vice  president  of  the 
United  States — The  city  and  county  of  Philadel- 
phia: Honored  in  the  history  of  the  first  free  born 
empire  of  the  world;  her  democratic  citizens  have 
sustained  the  foundation  of  her  glory;  and  while 
liberty  bears  a charm,  her  honor  will  be  unsur- 
passed. 

By  the  committee — Richard  M.  Johnson,  vice 
president  of  the  United  States:  His  pati  iotism,  and 
his  firm  and  immovable  democracy,  have  raised 
him  far  above  the  malice  of  a corrupt  bank  aristo- 
cracy. 

By  hon.  J.  R.  Poinsett— The  memory  of  James 
Madison,  who  throughout  his  long  and  eminently 
useful  life  so  ably  illustrated  the  principles  ol  de- 
mocracy. 

By  the  committee — Hon.  Joel  R.  Poinsett:  The 
genuine  democrat,  and  useful  cabinet  officer — ac- 
complished and  erudite,  ami  the  same  true  practical 
republican. 

By  hon  John  Forsyth — Liberty,  always  in  dan- 
ger from  the  intrigues  of  the  corrupt  and  the  de- 
signs of  the  ambitious,  but  never  lost  by  a people 
who  are  worthy  of  its  blessings,  since  its  preserva- 
tion depends  simple  upon  their  knowledge  of  their 
rights  and  t h p i r resolution  to  maintain  them. 

By  the  committee — Hon.  John  Forsyth:  The 
true  republican,  and,  whether  at  home  or  abroad, 
acts  the  practical  democrat;  when  abroad,  kings 
could  not  intimidate  him;  when  at  home,  banks 
cannot  affect  his  principles. 

By  the  committee —Hon.  Amos  Kendall:  The 
friend  and  advocate  of  the  people  in  opposition  to 
soulles  corporations,  banks,  thrones,  and  paper  mo- 
ney. 

By  Hon.  Levi  Woodbury — Pennsylvanians:  The 
pride  of  democracy.  They  always  seek  the  van  in 
the  cause  of  liberty. 

By  the  committee — Hon.  Levi  Woodbury:  The 
talented  and  upright  secretary  of  the  treasury;  the 
firm  definer  of  the  laws  against  an  unconstitution- 
al paper  currency. 

By  James  K.  Paulding — The  memory  of  Wm. 
Penn:  The  founder  of  a great  state  which  does 
honor  to  his  name  and  exemplifies  his  virtues. 

By  the  committee — James  K.  Paulding,  of  New 
York:  His  recent  appointment  merits  the  decided 
approbation  of  the  party,  and  w'e  acknowledge  the 
compliment  paid  by  the  president  to  worth,  talent 
and  literature. 

By  James  N.  Barker — The  People:  They  are  a 
majority  every  wdiere,  and  of  right  should  every 
where  govern.  When  the  few  bear  sway,  it  is  a 
proof  of  the  baseness  or  corruption  of  the  many. 

Bv  the  committee — James  N.  Barker,  esq.:  Our 
friend  and  fellow-citizen;  a talented  and  faithful 
scion  from  a genuine  democratic  stock;  like  his 
ancestors,  he  prefers  principles  to  interest.  In  him 
confidence  cannot  be  misplaced. 

By  the  committee — Hon.  C.  C.  Cambreleng: 
The  fearless  champion  of  the  democratic  party  in 
the  house  of  representatives,  United  States  con- 
gress. We  value  his  talents  and  admire  his  firm 
integrity. 

By  H.  D.  Gilpin — The  treasury  of  the  constitu- 
tion, and  the  currency  of  the  constitution:  These 
are  the  birthright  of  our  people,  according  to  the 
letter  and  spirit  of  that  sacred  charter. 

By  the  committee — Henry  D.  Gilpin,  esq.:  Our 
late  townsman  and  cordial  friend;  the  friend  of  po- 
pular rights,  and  the  enemy  of  chartered  monopo- 
lies. A politician  in  wdiom  there  is  no  deceit. 

By  the  Hon.  J.  C.  Calhoun — The  separation  of 
banks  and  government.  While  more  indispensable 
to  liberty  than  the  separation  of  church  and  state, 
it  would  prove  in  the  end  not  less  beneficient  to 
both,  than  the  separation  of  the  latter  has  been  to 
religion  and  politics. 

By  the  committee — Hon.  John  C.  Calhoun:  The 
southern  champion  of  democracy;  not  to  be  bought, 
bribed,  cajoled,  or  driven  by  federal  bank  whigs. 

By  the  Hon.  Thomas  H.  Benton — Bank  and 
State:  A connection  prejudicial  to  the  state;  may  a 
speedy  divorce  take  place  between  them. 

By  the  committee — Hon.  Thomas  H.  Benton: 
Though  all  the  venom  of  the  opposition,  and  all 
the  shafts  of  the  bank  party  were  hurled  against 
him,  he,  like  pure  gold,  returns  untarnished  from 
the  furnace.  May  our  country  always  have  such 
representatives. 

By  the  Hon.  Silas  Wright,  jr. — The  Difference: 
The  democrats  of  our  country,  led  on  bv  Andrew 
Jackson,  got  behind  the  cotton  hags  to  fight,  con- 
quer and  drive  from  our  soil  a foreign  enemy;  the 
Aristocracy  of  Wealth,  at  the  order  of  Nicholas 
Biddle,  “keep  behind  the  cotton  bags”  to  avoid  the 
payment  of  their  honest  debts  to  their  fellow-citi- 
zens. 
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By  the  committee — Hon.  bilas  Wright,  jr:  The 
fearless  champion  of  democracy,  who,  by  his  splen- 
did talents  and  his  industry,  lias  been  able  to  say 
to  the  opposition  that  the  time  has  riot  yet  arrived 
w hen  the  chartered  liberties  of  freemen  are  to  be 
perverted  to  the  use  of  a coirupt  aristocracy. 

By  the  Hon.  Lemuel  Paynter — Union  and  Har- 
mony: May  the  democracy  of  Pennsylvania,  alter 
one  of  its  family  jars,  be  more  united  than  ever, 
and  rally  as  one  man  in  the  great  contest  in  Octo- 
ber, at  the  ballot  box;  and  strike  terror  and  dismay 
into  the  ranks  of  an  insolent  moneyed  aristocracy. 

By  the  committee — Hon.  Lemuel  Pavnter:  One 
of  the  glorious  and  faithful  seventeen  members  of 
congress  from  Penrsylvannia,  who  voted  to  sustain 
our  democratic  general  administration,  the  law, 
and  constitution.  * 


THE  PULASKI. 

The  following  card  on  behalf  of  the  sufferers  of 
the  Pulaski,  appears  in  the  Baltiinoie  papers: 

To  captain  Davis,  of  the  schooner  ‘-Henry  Carner- 
don,”  of  Pniladelphia — to  the  citizens,  physi- 
cians, and  authorities  Of  Wilmington — to  the  di- 
rectors of  the  Raleigh  and  Wilmington  railroad 
company — to  the  hotel  keepers  there  and  on  the 
route  to  Portsmouth,  Va.,  and  stage  owners  on  the 
same  route — also  to  captain  Sutton,  of  the  steam- 
boat “Alabama.” 

The  undersigned,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  other 
passengers  of  the  ill-fated  “Pulaski,”  fortunately 
rescued  from  a watery  grave,  take  the  earliest  oc- 
casion after  returning  home  and  recovering  from 
the  effects  of  their  sutfeiing  and  exposure,  to  pre- 
sent their  most  grateful  thanks — and  shall  ever  re- 
gard them  as  friends  of  humanity — whose  kindness 
and  sympathy  assuaged  and  relieved  the  undersign- 
ed after  the  perils  and  horrors  of  a dreadful  ship- 
wreck, and  who  provided  for  them  all  the  comforts 
which  charity  and  alfection  could  dictate. 

Some  of  the  sufferers,  cast  houseless  on  the  in- 
hospitable and  barren  shore,  without  food  and  wa- 
ter, and  almost  without  raiment  to  cover  their  sun- 
burnt and  lacerated  forms,  soon  found  these  kind 
friends,  among  strangers,  ministering  to  their  wants 
with  untiring  benevolence.  And  if  in  this  world 
the  reward  of  good  deeds  is  sometimes  postponed, 
most  surely  will  it  crown  the  future  destiny  of 
those  true  christains,  who  literally  clothed  the  naked, 
fed  the  nurigry,  and  bound  up  the  wounds  of  the 
afflicted.  And  to  the  highest  of  all  rewards  the  un- 
dersigned leave  their  benefactors,  with  the  utter- 
ance of  the  warmest  thanks  which  gratitude  can  ut- 
ter, or  beneiolence  receive. 

To  captain  Davis,  however,  of  the  schooner 
“Henry  Camerdon,”  "they  feel  constrained  to  ac- 
knowledge a high  and  imperishable  debt  of  grati- 
tude. His  arm,  under  Heaven,  saved  them,  after 
a prolonged  and  unutterably  terrible  scene  of  suf- 
fering— at  a moment  when  despair  was  fastening 
upon  every  heart,  and  physical  strength  was  sink- 
ing under  the  cravings  of  hunger  and  thirst.  The 
stormy  ocean  upon  which  they  had  floated  for 
nearly  five  days  and  nights,  in  momentary  fear  of 
death,  still  rolling  around  and  over  them  in  fury — and 
followed  by  the  insatiate  monsters  of  the  deep,  rea- 
dy to  devour  them — at  this  awful  hour,  did  this  hu- 
mane man  come  to  th.-ir  rescue,  at  considerable 
risk  to  his  vessel  and  crew.  To  him,  then,  we  of- 
fer our  deepest  and  warmest  gratitude  and  praise, 
and  feel  assured  that  his  own  approving  conscience, 
and  a more  approving  God.  will  here  and  hereafter 
reward  him  for  his  noble  deed,  the  simple  record  of 
which  will  ever  speak  his  high  and  deserved  elo- 
gimn. 

To  all,  finally,  who  aided  and  befriended  the  un- 
dersigned in  the  extremity  of  their  misfortunes, 
they  od'er  the  feelings  of  hearts — which  the  tongue 
cannot  express — and,  without  slopping  particularly 
to  name  each  benefactor,  beg  that  one  and  all  will 
receive  this  as  the  sincere  return  of  thanks  from 
rescued  and  now  grateful  fellow  beings. 

Jas.  P.  Heath, 

For  himself  and  others. 


From  the  Army  and  Navy  Chronicle. 

MILITARY  ACADEMY. 

REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  VISITERS. 

West  Point,  July  21,  1S38. 
To  the  bo;i.  J.  R.  Poinsett,  secretary  of  war . 

Sir:  The  board  ol  visiters,  convened  at  your  re- 
q i st  to  attend  the  examination  of  the  cadets  of  the 
military  academy  at  West  Point,  beg  -leave  to  pre- 
sent the  following  report: 

That,  in  order  to  accomplish  more  effectually  the 
object  of  their  mission,  namely,  to  make  “a  full  and 
free  investigation  of  the  military  and  scientific  in- 
struction of  the  cadets,  anil  of  the  internal  police 
and  discipline,  and  fiscal  concerns  of  the  institution,’' 
they  nave  arranged  themselves  into  committees,  in- 


structed to  inquire  especially  into  such  subjects  as 
would  moat  comprehensively  embrace  all  tire  de- 
sired information.  The  reports  of  the  committees 
containing  the  result  of  their  observations,  and  their 
suggestions,  in  which  the  board  of  visiters  have  con- 
curred, are  herewith  transmitted.  But  the  board,  as 
a body,  would  submit  to  your  consideration  the  fol- 
lowing engrossed  statement  of  the  actual  condition 
of  the  institution: 

The  course  of  instruction  prescribed  by  the  regu- 
lations of  the  academy,  is  comprised  under  the  fol- 
lowing heads:  1st.  Infantry  practice,  and  military 
police;  2d.  Mathematics;  3d.  The  French  language; 
4th.  Drawing;  5th.  Natural  philosopy;  6th.  Chem- 
istry and  mineralogy;  7th.  Artillery  tactics,  the 
science  of  gunnery,  and  the  duties  of  a military 
Laboratory;  8th.  Engineering  and  science  of  war; 
9th.  Rhetoric,  and  moral  and  political  science; 
and  10th.  The  use  of  the  sword.  This  course  of 
studies  is  required  to  be  finished  in  four  years. 

The  examinations  which  the  board  have  witness- 
ed, abundantly  prove  that,  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duties,  the  academic  statf  of  the  institution  have 
used  that  zeal  and  industry  which  a deep  sense  of 
the  responsibilities  of  their  stations,  an  honorable 
and  patriotic  desire  to  serve  their  country',  a laudable 
ambition  to  elevate  their  profession,  and  an  accurate 
estimate  of  the  value  of  science  must  always  in- 
spire. The  general  proficiency  of  the  cadets  in  the 
several  branches  of  study,  testify  to  the  entire  com- 
petency of  the  professors  and  their  assistants. 

In  one  important  department  of  science  alone, 
mineralogy,  the  studies  have  remained  incomplete, 
owing  to  the  insufficient  number  of  assistants  as- 
signed to  the  professor  of  cheinestry,  whose  duty  it 
is  to  impart  instruction  in  this  branch  also.  The  im- 
portance to  a military  as  well  as  to  a civil  engineer, 
of  a familiar  acquaintance  with  mineralogy,  t 
which  should  be  added  the  no  less  useful  science  of 
geology,  is  so  obvious,  that  in  the  opinion  of  the 
board,  no  pains  or  expense  should  be  spared,  to  pro- 
vide the  professor  with  the  most  ample  means  of 
completing  and  illustrating  these  portions  of  his 
course.  To  enable  him  to  give  a full  couise  of  in- 
struction on  three  branches  of  the  natural  sciences, 
so  comprehensive  and  progressive  as  chemistry, 
mineralogy,  and  geology,  it  is  indispensable  that  he 
should  be  allowed  at  least  one  additional  assistant, 
and  that  he  be  provided  with  as  complete  a series  ol 
mineral  and  geological  specimens,  both  foreign  and 
domestic,  together  with  drawings  of  sections,  and 
other  means  illustrative  of  the  cognate  branch  of 
geognosy,  as  can  be  procured.  An  appropriation  to 
the  latter  eliect  has  already  been  asked  for,  and  it  is 
respectfully  solicited  that  the  grant  of  it  be  earnestly 
recommended  to  congress.  The  erection  of  a new 
building  to  replace  that  which  was  destroyed  by  fire 
during  the  last  year,  the  plans  of  which,  it  is  under- 
stood, have  been  approved  of  by  the  chief  engineer, 
will  provide  a suitable  apartment  for  the  mineralogi- 
cal  and  geological  cabinets,  which,  in  the  course  of 
a lew  years,  might  be  greatly  enlarged,  and  be- 
come extremely  valuable,  were  it  enjoined  upon  the 
surgeons  and  officers  at  the  different  military  posts 
throughout  the  union,  to  make  some  exertions  to 
increase  it  by  collecting  specimens. 

In  connection  with  this  subject,  the  present  board 
cheerfully  respond  to  the  suggestion  of  a former 
one,  who  in  their  report  have  recommended,  not  only 
as  an  act  of  strict  justice,  but  as  conducive  to  the 
best  interests  of  the  institution,  that  the  acting  pro- 
lessor  ol  chemistry  should  be  placed  on  the  same 
rank  with  his  colleagues.  The  arduousness  of  his 
labors,  together  with  the  zeal  and  ability  with  which 
he  has  hitherto  discharged  them,  would  seem  fairly 
to  entitle  him  to  this  promotion.  The  board,  there- 
fore, recommend  that  the  department  of  chemistry, 
mineralogy,  and  geology,  be  established  by  law, 
upon  the  same  footing  with  the  other  departments, 
namely,  with  a professor  and  two  assistants,  receiv- 
ing the  same  emoluments  respectively  that  are  re- 
ceived by  the  professor  of  mathematics  and  his  as- 
sociates. 

The  erection  of  the  building- already  alluded  to, 
the  plan  ami  location  of  which  are  warmly  recom- 
mended by  the  committee  on  public  buildings,  will 
likewise  provide  for  the  ample  accommodation  of  the 
library,  as  well  as  the  models  and  apparatus  for  the 
departments  of  emvineering  and  natural  philosophy. 
Yearly  appro)  riations  to  these  departments  have 
repeatedly  be.  n asked  for  and  granted,  the  indispen- 
sable necessity  oi  viiucli  is  evident,  in  order  to  ena- 
ble the  professors  and  the  cadets  to  keep  pace  with 
discoveries  in  science,  and  with  the  improvements  of 
those  arts  that  form  part  of  their  military  education. 
The  unexpended  funds  appropriated  to  the  depart- 
ments of  philosophy,  engineering,  drawing,  chemis- 
try, mathematics,  and  for  the  inciease  of  the  library, 
amounted,  at  the  end  ol»  the  first  quarter  of  the  pre- 
sent year,  to  upwards  of  seven  thousand  dollars,  a 
large  portion  of  which,  it  is  understood,  will  be 


forthwith  applied,  by  the  superintendent,  to  the  en-  - 
gineering  department,  and  the  remainder  to  the  other  : 
departments,  so  soon  as  the  necessary  buildings  re-  . 
commended  lor  their  uses  shall  have  been  erected. 

In  regard  to  the  disbursements  for  the  library,  it  has 
been  recommended  to  place  them  under  the  charge 
of  a committee  of  the  academic  statf,  elected  from 
and  by  their  own  body,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  se- 
lect the  most  useful  books  appertaining  to  the  several 
branches  of  studies  that  are  or  may  be  heretolore 
taught  in  the  institution.  The  committee  on  public 
buildings  have  also  called  the  attention  of  the  board 
to  the  insufficiency  of  the  barracks  for  the  comfort- 
able accommodation  of  the  cadets,  and  have  sug- 
gested some  important  improvements  in  their  interior 
police.  They  recommend,  too,  an  enlargement  of 
the  hospital,  which  at  present  contains  only  six 
rooms,  accommodating  12  patients;  and  although,  so  : 
far,  these  have  fortunately  been  found  sufficient,  they 
could  hardly  be  expected  to  be  so  in  case  ol  an  epi- 
demic. They,  moreover,  recommend  the  erection 
of  an  observatory,  or  a building  to  accommodate  the 
large  telescope,  transit  instrument,  and  astronomical 
clock;  and  the  establishment  of  a swimming  school: 
in  all  of  which  the  board  of  visiters  unanimously 
concur. 

The  committee  on  the  internal  police  of  the  in- 
stitution also  remai  k upon  the  unfitness  of  the  south 
barracks  to  the  purposes  lor  which  they  were  de- 
signed; and  further  suggest  the  propriety  of  obtain- 
ing a legislative  enactment  from  the  state  of  New 
York,  prohibiting  the  sale  of  ardent  spirits  to  the 
cadets  within  certain  limits  of  the  military  academy 
reseive.  The  latter  suggestion  is  highly  approved 
by  the  board.  The  investigations  of  this  committee 
have  resulted  in  an  approval  of  the  rules  under 
which  a distribution  of  goods  at  the  “store”  is  made; 
though  they  have  regretted  to  find  that  an  impres- 
sion is  very  prevalent  among  the  corps  of  cadets, 
that  they  are  extravagantly  charged  lor  them.  Your 
attention  is  rqspectlully  invited  to  the  subject. 

The  fiscal  committee,  after  showing  that  the 
monetary  atlairs  of  the  institution  are  conducted 
with  system,  accuracy,  and  good  faith,  propose  that 
the  applicants  lor  admission,  who  are  ordered  tore- 
port  themselves  for  examination,  be  allowed  a mile- 
age sufficient  to  defray  the  expense  ot  their  trans- 
portation to  the  post.  The  object  of  this  is  to 
equalize  the  facilities  of  admission  for  the  youths 
ot  our  country,  in  all  conditions,  and  at  the  most 
remote  distances;  adding  thereby  to  the  republican 
character  of  the  academy.  They  also  recommend 
an  increase  of  the  salaries  of  the  superintendent, 
professors,  and  assistant  professors,  in  which  the 
board  of  visiters  concurred. 

The  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
course  of  military  instruction  and  tactics,  at  the 
academy,  are,  as  will  be  perceived  by  their  report, 
quite  satisfied  with  the  manner  in  w Inch  it  has  been 
conducted,  and  in  reference  to  the  present  discipline 
observed  at  the  post,  are  ol  opinion  that  it  is  admin- 
istered with  a proper  regard  to  the  necessity  ol  a 
strict  enforcement  ol  the]  resci  i bed  regulations,  un- 
accompanied by  any  exercise  ol  unnecessary  seven- 
ty on  the  part  of  the  officers,  in  hope  of  winning, 
as  well  as  with  a view  to  secure  an  entire  obedi- 
ence to  them.  They  recommend  the  erection  ot  a 
building  to  shelter  certain  pieces  of  ordnance,  that 
have  been  tie  posited  there  for  preservation  as  tro- 
phies of  the  revolutionary  and  late  wars;  an  addi- 
tion to  the  pieces  now  used,  of  at  least  one  of  the 
other  kinds  of  guns  now  employed  in  the  service; 
and  the  substitution  ol  a company  of  mounted  dra- 
goons for  the  detachment  oi  artillery  now  stationed 
at  the  post.  In  thtse  recommendations  the  boaid 
likewise  unite;  and  whilst  they  leel  it  imperative 
upon  them  to  add,  that  the  excellent  discipline  of 
the  cadets,  and  the  skill  displayed  in  their  military 
evolutions,  are  due,  in  a great  measure,  to  the  in- 
flexible enforcement  of  the  prescribed  discipline  by 
the  present  commandant x>f  the  corps,  and  to  his  ex- 
perience and  know  ledge  as  a tactician,  they  regret 
that,  by  the  regulations  of  the  academy,  which  re- 
quire, in  this  department,  an  officer  of  higher  rank, 
the  permanent  services  of  the  present  incumbent 
may  be  lost  to  the  institution. 

In  the  branch  of  instruction  embracing  rhetoric 
and  moral  ai-d  political  science,  the  studies  have 
been  found  deficient.  This  subject  has  been  lully 
investigated  by  the  committee  on  the  course  of 
moral  and  scientific  instruction  of  l he  academy, 
who  have  in  their  report  suggested  certain  modifi- 
cations of  the  present  course,  that  are  approved  of 
by  the  board.  Should  these  suggestions  meet  with 
your  approbation  and  that  of  congress,  and  should 
it  be  found  advisable  to  grant  to  the  chaplain  an  ad- 
ditional clerical  assistant,  more  time  would  neces- 
sarily be  had,  and  more  opportunities  present  them- 
selves, of  attending  in  a more  especial  manner  than 
is  practicable  under  the  present  arrangements,  to 
the  religious  instruction  oi'  the  cadets.  The  board 
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are  far  from  implying,  by  this,  any  d<  ficiency  on  the 
part  of  the  venerable  clergyman  now  at  the  head  of 
the  ethical  department,  but,  on  the  contrary,  were 
pleased  to  discover  that,  on  retiring  from  asituation 
which  he  has  filled  so  honorably  for  upwards  often 
years,  he  has  received  from  his  pupils  gratifying  tes- 
timonials of  their  respect  and  affection. 

For  further  details  concerning  the  actual  condi- 
tion of  the  academy,  in  its  various  departments,  the 
board  must  refer  to  the  reports  of  the  several  com- 
mittees, at  the  same  time  that  they  rejoice,  as  Ame- 
ricans, to  have  it  in  their  power  to  bear  testimony 
to  the  signal  ability  with  which  it  is  conducted. 
No  one,  how  inveterate  soever  his  prejudices  may 
have  been,  can  approach  the  institution,  without  a 
lively  admiration  of  the  fitness  of  its  location,  and 
wall  hardly  be  expected  to  leave  it  u'ithout  a con- 
viction of  its  utility.  Surrounded  by  so  many  re- 
collections of  the  glorious  struggle  ofour  forefathers 
in  the  cause  of  liberty,  in  sight  of  the  monuments 
that  commemorate  them,  the  American  youth  can- 
not tail  to  imbibe  strong  feelings  of  patriotism,  and 
a love  of  country,  which  form  the  best  security  for 
the  maintenance  of  our  independence.  Every  one 
must  perceive  an  order  and  regularity  in  the  service 
of  the  post,  which  bespeak  the  exis'ence  of  an  ex- 
cellent system,  faithfully  pursued  ; and  in  the  man- 
ly bearing,  the  elastic  movement  of  limb,  and  the 
neat  attire  of  the  cadets,  there  is  seen  the  result  of 
a course  of  education  admirably  calculated  to  deve- 
lopp  and  improve  alike  his  moral  and  physical  capa- 
bilities. Entertaining  these  views,  the  board  of 
visiters  canned  hesitate  to  recommend  the  milita- 
ry academy  at  West  Point,  as  an  institution  well 
worthy'  of  the  fostering  patronage  of  government. 
They  see  nothing  in  its  continuance  that  conflicts 
with  the  republican  character  which  all  our  public 
institutions  should  possess.  Admittance  to  it  is 
opened  to  every  condition  of  foitune  and  of  birth ; 
no  favoritism  is  known  to  have  been  practised  in 
gaining  admission  into  it;  and  the  greatest  impar- 
tiality is  apparent  in  the  administration  of  its  jus- 
tice, as  well  as  in  the  award  of  its  privileges. 

In  a national  point  of  view,  it  will  tend  todissem- 
inate  over  the  whole  country  knowledge  of  a pe- 
culiar description,  which  is  daily  becoming  more 
and  more  required;  will  improve  the  conditon  of 
the  militia;  will  elevate  the  moral  as  well  as  scien- 
tific character  of  the  army;  will  furnish  means  for 
the  security  of  our  frontiers  ; and,  above  all,  will 
cement  the  bond  of  union  between  the  states,  by 
establishing  a community  of  feeling  and  concert  of 
action  among  men  on  whom  the  nation  will  ere 
long  have  accustomed  itself  to  look  with  pride,  as 
its  surest  reliance  amidst  the  difficulties  of  a war. 

In  conclusion,  the  board  acknowledge,  with  un- 
feigned thanks,  the  polite  attentions  of  the  superin- 
tendent and  military  staff,  of  the  academic  staff,  and 
the  assistant  professors,  whom  they  have  ever  found 
ready  and  willing  to  aid  them  in  their  necessary  in- 
vestigations. 

J.  T.  Ducatel,  Maryland, 

President  of  board  of  visiters. 

II.  F.  Morris,  Illinois. 

John  C.  Plummer,  Pennsylvania. 

John  B.  Ard,  do. 

PI.  W Ellis,  Alabama. 

Decoudray  Holstein,  N.  Y. 

Joseph  D.  Holt,  Mississippi. 

C.  F.  McCoy,  Georgia. 

J.  E.  Holbrook.  South  Carolina. 

James  Jones,  Kentucky'. 

James  Shea,  New  York. 

PI  van  M.  Johnson,  do. 

Francis  Lieber. 

John  E.  Page,  Virginia. 

Thomas  Ross,  Pannsylvania. 

John  L.  Smith, 

Major  corps  of  engineers. 

J.  S.  Conway,  Arkansas. 

Thos.  B.  McElwf.e,  Pennsylvania. 

Jas.  Taylor,  Newport,  Ken. 

J.  Page. 

D.  Murray,  Maryland. 

Wm.  R.  Griffith,  Kentucky. 

Wm.  H.  Russell,  Missouri. 

Z.  Pitcher,  of  Michigan, 

Secretary  of  board  of  visiters. 

NAVY  ORDERS. 

July  10.  Lieut.  J.  H.  Rowan,  navy  yard,  N.  York. 
P.  mid.  John  Hall,  do  do 
P.  mid.  IP.  Gansevoort,  exploring  exp. 

11.  P.  mid.  W.  May,  and  G.  Colvocoresis, 

exploring  expedition. 

12.  P.  a9s’t.  sur.  J.  F.  Sickles,  passed  mids. 
A.  S.  Baldwin,  (as  acting  master,)  T.  A. 
Budd,  (as  acting  master,)  H.  Eld,  jr.,  and 
F.  A.  Bacon,  and  mid.  G.  W.  Clark,  ex- 
ploring expedition. 

P.  mid.  R.  Forrest,  navy  yard,  Washington. 

e 


July  13.  Comm’r  J,  Armstrong,  rendezv.,  Boston, 
14.  Chaplain  J.  L.  Elliott,  exploring  exp. 
Mid.  W.  R.  McKinney,  naval  school,  Nor- 
folk. 

16.  P.  mid.  W.  Ronckendorff,  navy  yard,  Bos- 
ton, 

Mid.  J.  C.  Richardson,  W.  I.  squadron. 
Mid.  W.  H.  Hudson,  exploring  exp. 

For  temporary  duly  in  the  frigate  Macedonain, 
July  16. 

Lieuts.  G.  C.  Ashton,  J.  C.  Sharpe. 

P.  mid.  L.  J.  Bry'an,  W.  Gwathmey,  G.  Wick- 
ham. 

.midshipmen  L.  McLane,  F.  A.  Parker,  J.  D. 
Usher,  M.  C.  Watkins. 

Master,  A.  Cunningham. 

Officers  relieved,  and  detached. 

July  10.  Lt.  W.  Pearson,  from  navy  yard,  New 
York. 

1 1.  Lt.  N.  M.  Howison,  from  W.  I.  squadron. 

12.  Mid.  R.  Burts,  from  do 

Assist,  sur,  C.  D.  Maxwell,  from  steam-ship 
Fulton. 

Passed  midshipmen,  appointed  acting  lieutenants, 
July  11,  1838,  to  serve  in  the  exploring  expedi- 
tion. 


No.  1.  Overton  Carr 

2.  W.  M.  Walker, 

3.  R.  E.  Johnson, 

4.  H.  J.  Hartstene, 

5.  J.  Alden,  jr. 

.Appointment. 

Jared  L.  Elliott,  to  be  chaplain,  July  13. 
Resignation. 

Eugene  Boyle,  midshipman,  July  14. 


No.  6.  Aug.  L.  Cass, 

7.  Geo.  F.  Emmons, 

8.  Oliver  H.  Peiry, 

9.  J.  A.  Underwood, 
10.  John  B.  Dale. 


From  the  Army  and  Navy  Chronicle. 

ARMY— SPECIAL  ORDERS. 

No.  41,  July  14 — Leave  until  October  31,  to 
brig.  gen.  Arinistead. 

Sick  leave  for  three  months,  lt.  W.  H.  T.  Wal- 
ker, 6th  infantry. 

No.  43,  July  i3 — Detail  for  recruiting  ser- 
vice: 

Lieut.  E.  G.  Mitchel,  1st  infy.,  Hartford,  Conn. 

Engineer  department, 
Washington,  July  17,  1838. 
Engineer  order.  No.  1. 

I.  Captain  A.  H.  Bowman,  of  the  corps  of  engi- 
neers, will,  as  soon  as  the  funds  for  the  Memphis 
and  St.  Francis  road  are  exhausted,  close  the  ope- 
rations on  that  work,  and  repair  to  Washington,  D. 
C.,  for  orders. 

If.  Captain  G.  W.  Cullum  is  assigned  to  the  im- 
mediate charge  of  the  fortifications  in  New  London 
harbor,  and  will  report  for  instructions  to  col.  Tot- 
ten, to  whom  the  general  superintendence  of  those 
works  is  entrusted. 

III.  Captain  William  Smith  is  placed  in  charge 
of  all  the  public  works  under  this  department  on 
the  southern  shore  of  Lake  Ontario;  all  communi- 
cations from  the  local  agents  of  those  works,  to  the 
department,  will  be  transmitted  through  him. 

IV.  The  following  officers  have  been  appointed 
by  the  president  of  the  United  States  to  the  coip* 
of  engineers,  to  rank  as  second  lieutenants,  and  are 
assigned  to  duty  as  follows: 

Second  lieut.  W.  H.  Wright,  with  col.  S.  Thayer, 
at  Fort  Warren,  Boston  harbor. 

Second  lieut.  P.  G.  T.  Beauregard,  with  col.  J. 
G-  Totten,  at  Fort  Adams,  Newport,  Rhode  Island. 

Second  lieut.  J.  II.  Trapier,  with  capt.  J.  K.  F. 
Mansfield,  at  Charleston,  S.  C. 

Second  lieut.  S.  PI.  Campbell,  at  Fort  Monroe, 
Virginia. 

Second  lieut.  J.  M.  Scarritt,  with  capt.  R.  E. 
Lee,  at  St.  Louis,  Missouri. 

Lieutenants  Wright,  Beauregard,  and  Scarritt, 
will  report  immediately  in  person  at  their  respec- 
tive stations,  lieut.  Trapier  by  letter  to  Ids  com- 
mander, and  lieut.  Campbell  by  letter  to  this  de- 
partment. 

C.  Gratiot,  chief  engineer. 


AFFAIRS  OF  CANADA. 

The  following  is  the  concluding  particulars  of 
lord  Durham’s  proclamation  of  general  amnesty,  lt 
is  dated  at  Quebec,  the  28th  of  June. 

“ Know  ye  therefore  that  we  have  ordained,  di- 
rected and  declared,  and  by  these  presents  do  or- 
dain, direct,  and  declare,  that  no  further  proceedings 
shall  be  had,  or  taken,  against  any  person  or  per- 
sons,,whatsoever,  on  account  of  any  high  treason, 
or  offences  of  a treasonable  nature,  with  which  they 
now  stand  charged,  or  wherewith  they  may  be 
chargeable  at  this  time,  but  all  such  proceedings, 
without  exception  or  distinction,  save  as  hereinaf- 
ter mentioned,  shall  henceforth  cease  and  determine. 
And  it  is  our  further  will  and  pleasure,  that  with  the 
exception  of  such  persons  as  are  in  behalf  named 
in  the  said  ordnance  and  whose  cases  are  thereby 


provided  for,  all  persons  at  present  in  custody  and 
charged  with  high  treason  or  oilier  offences  of  a 
treasonable  nature,  and  also  with  such  exception  as 
aforesaid  all  persons  who  have  withdrawn  them- 
selves from  the  pursuits  of  justice  beyond  (he  lim- 
its of  our  said  province,  shall  immediately  upon 
giving  such  security  for  their  future  good  and  loyal 
behaviour  as  our  said  governor  general  and  high 
commissioner,  or  if  there  should  be  no  such  govern- 
orgeneral  or  high  commissioner,  then  the  governor 
in  chief,  governor,  or  the  person  administering  the 
government  of  this  province  shall  direct,  be  at  liber- 
ty to  return  to  their  homes,  and  may  and  shall  there 
remain  wholly  unmolested  by  reason  of  any  high 
treason  or  other  offences  of  a treasonable  nature,  in 
which  he  or  they  may  have  been  concerned.” 

The  following  is  a copy  of  a “ proclamation”  is- 
sued by  the  leader  of  the  gang  that  destroyed  the 
steamboat  Sir  Robert  Peel.  It  was  obtained  for 
governor  Marcy;  and,  if  the  facts  may  be  relied 
on,  is  important,  as  showing  that  the  attack,  al- 
though made  in  the  Ameiican  waters,  was  concern- 
ed in  and  proceeded  from  the  Bril ish  dominions.” 

“ To  all  whom,  it  may  concern. 

I,  William  Johnson,  d natural  born  citizen  of 
Upper  Canada,  certify  that  I hold  a commission  in 
the  patriot  service  of  Upper  Canada  as  commander- 
in-chief  of  the  naval  forces  and  flotilla.  I com- 
manded the  expedition  that  captured  and  destroyed 
the  steamer  Sir  Robert  Peel.  The  men  under  my 
command  in  that  expedition  were  nearly  all  natural 
born  English  subjects — the  exceptions  were  volun- 
teers for  the  expedition.  My  head-quarters  was  on 
an  Island  in  the  St.  Lawrence,  without  the  jurisdic- 
tion-of  the  United  States,  at  a place  named  by  me 
Fort  Wallace.  I am  well  acquainted  with  the 
boundary  line,  and  know  which  of  the  islands  do, 
and  which  do  not,  belong  to  the  United  States  ; and 
in  the  selection  of  the  island  I wished  to  be  positive 
and  not  locate  within  tile  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States,  and  had  reference  to  the  decision  of  the 
commissioners  under  the  6th  articlejof  the  treaty  of 
Ghent,  done  at  Utica,  in  the  state  of  New  York, 
13th  June,  1822.  I know  the  number  of  the  island, 
and  by  that  decision  it  was  British  territory.  I yet 
hold  possession  of  that  station,  and  we  also  occupy 
a station  some  twenty  or  more  miles  from  the  boun- 
dary line  of  tlie  United  States,  in  what  was  his  ma- 
jesty’s dominions  until  it  was  occupied  by  us.  I 
act  under  orders.  The  object  of  my  movement  is 
the  independence  of  the  Canadas.  I am  not  at  war 
with  the  commerce  or  property  of  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States. 

“Signed  this  tenth  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  arid  thir- 
ty-eight. 

“William  Johnson.” 

Lord  Durham's  reception  at  Montreal.  His  ex- 
cellency landed  at  the  government  wharf,  opposite 
the  barracks,  Montreal,  on  Friday  the  6th  inst.  The 
day  being  fine,  vast  crowds  were  collected.  On 
landing  he  was  received  with  the  most  enthusiastic 
cheers,  which  were  kept  up  as  lie  passed  along  the 
streets.  A numerous  deputation  of  the  citizens  of 
Montreal  waited  upon  him  at  3 o'clock,  with  the 
address  voted  on  the  30th  ultimo,  which  had  been 
most  generally  signed.  LI  is  lordship  then  read  the 
following  answer : 

“ Gentlemen  : I am  deeply  sensible  of  your  kind- 
ness, and  acknowledge  with  feelings  of  pride  and 
salisfaction,  the  flattering  terms  in  which  vou  are 
pleased  to  notice  my  public  services. 

“They  are,  and  ever  have  been  freely  tendered 
to  my  sovereign  and  my  country.  I now  offer  them 
to  you,  in  humble  hope  that,  with  your  co-opera- 
tion, I may  be  able  to  restore  peace  and  prosperity 
to  the  Canadas. 

“The  task  is  arduous,  as  you  state,  but  not  im- 
practicable; more  especially  after  the  wise  and  ju- 
dicious course  which  you  have  pursued.  On  my 
part,  I promise  you  an  impartial  administration  rif 
the  government.  Determined  not  to  recognise  the 
existence  of  parties,  provincial  or  imperial,  of 
classes  or  races,  I shall  hope  to  receive  from  all  her 
majesty’s  subjects  those  public  servics.the  efficien- 
cy of  which  must  ever  mainly  depend  on  their 
comprehensive  nature. 

“ Remember  that  you  have  all  the  same  interest 
in  the  prosperity  of  your  country — that  the  capital 
of  the  merchant  and  the  estate  of  the  seigneur,  the 
skill  of  the  artisan  and  the  labor  of  the  habitant,  are 
alike  depreciated  by  internal  dissensions,  while 
they  are  foslered  and  increased  by  harmony  and 
public  tranquillity.  Follow  up,  therefore,  tile  good 
work  you  have  commenced.  Extend  (lie  veil  of 
oblivion  over  the  past;  direct  to  the  future  your 
energies;  (and  where  are  to  he  found  energies 
equal  to  those  possessed  by  British  merchants  ?)  — 
and  the  consequence0  cannot  be  doubtful. 
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“ I will  second  yon  to  the  best  of  my  abilities — 
and  I trust  that  the  result  of  our  united  efforts  will 
be,  to  render  the  North  American  colonies  as  dis- 
tinguished for  the  wisdom  of  their  institutions,  and 
the  good  conduct  of  their  people,  as  they  are  for  the 
magnificence  of  those  gifts,  and  resources  which 
a bounteous  Creator  has  bestowed  on  their  terri- 
tories.” 

The  Montreal  Courier  remarks  that — 

After  reading  his  answer,  his  lordship  addressed 
himself  to  the  deputation,  in  a less  formal  manner, 
stating  in  language  to  which  we  regret  that  we  can- 
not in  a memoriter  report  doany  justice.  Referring 
to  the  reception  he  had  just  met  with  in  Montreal, 
he  remarked  that  he  had  never,  on  any  occasion, 
through  a long  political  life,  felt  more  gratified  by 
any  expression  of  public  sentiment,  than  he  had 
been  by  that  which  he  had  just  received.  He  as- 
sured tne  deputation,  in  the  strongest  terms,  that  the 
interests  which  they  represented  were  interests 
which  it  wa3  his  settled  determination  to  promote 
to  the  utmost  of  his  power,  so  far  as  justice  and  a 
regard  to  the  rights  of  others  would  allow;  and  far- 
ther, that  he  was  satisfied  that  by  measures  of  the 
strictest  justice  they  might  and  would  be  most  essen- 
tially promoted. 

The  members  of  the  deputation  were  then  se- 
verally introduced  to  his  lordship,  at  his  own  re- 
quest, by  Mr.  McGill. 

The  reply  to  the  address  was  received  by  the  de- 
putation with  applause;  and  his  lordship’s  subse- 
quent remarks  were  repeated  and  warmly  applaud- 
ed. We  are  certainly  not  wrong  in  saying,  that  the 
impression  they  produced  on  all  present,  was  of  the 
strongest  and  most  favorable  character.  We  must 
repeat  our  regret  that  we  cannot  do  them  justice  in 
reporti ng  them. 

About  half-past  4,  P.  M.,  after  receiving  a visit 
from  the  Catholic  clergy  of  the  city,  who  waited 
upon  him  after  the  deputation  left,  his  lordship  left 
the  government  house,  and  returned  to  the  John 
Bull,  accompanied  nearly  as  before. 

The  meeting  of  the  provincial  parliament  of  Up- 
per Canada,  is  adjourned  to  the  6th  of  August. 

Loid  Durham  has  appointed  Mr.  Charles  Bui- 
ler,  with  authority  to  appoint  assistant  commis- 
sioners, and  a secretary,  and  with  instructions  to 
inquire  into  the  method  of  disposing  of  the  waste 
lands  in  Lower  Canada,  the  property  of  the  crown, 
and  to  collect  information  in  regard  to  the  advance- 
ment of  the  province,  and  the  promotion  of  emigra- 
tion thereby.  The  commissioner  is  instructed  to 
report  the  results  of  the  said  inquiry,  and  to  suggest 
such  alterations  or  modifications  as  may  appear  like- 
ly to  promote  the  objects  abovestated.  F nil  powers 
are  given  him  for  calling  on  tile  officers  of  the 
crown  lands  for  information,  and  for  papers  pertain- 
ing to  the  objects  of  inquiry.  He  is  also  empower- 
ed to  frame  temporary  rules  and  regulations  with 
regard  to  the  manner  of  disposing  of  such  lands,  due 
regard  being  had  to  the  provincial  acts  and  royal 
instructions  now  in  force.  The  governor-in-chief 
has  also  ordered  and  directed  each  of  the  lieutenant 
governors  of  the  provinces  of  Upper  Canada,  Nova 
Scotia,  and  New  Brunswick,  and  the  islands  of 
Prince  Edward  and  Newfoundland,  to  affix  the  great 
seal  of  their  respective  provinces  to  a commission, 
addressed  to  the  said  Charles  Buller,  to  the  like 
effect,  and  containing  like  powers  in  relation  to  the 
waste  crown  lands  in  their  respective  provinces  or 
islands.  [Boston  Daily  Ado. 


EATER  FROM  ENGLAND. 

The  steam  packet,  Royal  William,  arrived  at  New 
York  on  Tuesday  evening  last,  from  Liverpool,  in 
eighteen  and  a half  days.  Slie  brings  accounts 
from  London  to  the  4th,  and  Liverpool  to  the  5th 
nit.,  and  for  the  following  extracts  we  are  indebted 
to  the  New  York  papers: 

The  Royal  William,  we  understand,  had  eleven 
days  of  head  winds  and  gales,  and  accomplished 
half  tlie  passage  in  seven  days. 

The  coronatioi»of  the  young  queen  Victoria,  took 
place  on  the  day  appointed,  (the  28th  ult.)  with  the 
utmost  conceivable  magnificence,  gorgeous  pagean- 
try, and  loyal  enthusiasm.  For  the  information  of 
of  our  fair  readers,  we  will  just  mention  a few  par- 
ticulars about  the  young  queen’s  dress,  deportment, 
and  so  forth. 

In  tlie  first  place  then,  she  is  a very  pretty  young 
lady,  and  she  had  the  good  taste  to  make  her  first 
appearance  in  the  choir  of  the  immense  abbey  in 
which  she  was  to  be  crowned  queen  of  more  than 
a hundred  millions  of  people  in  a very  neat  and 
simple  dress.  Her  gown  was  of  the  purest  satin, 
covered  with  a transparent  dress  of  white  blond 
lace,  and  a circle  of  diamonds  glistening  in  her 
hair.  It  is  a great  pity  that  the  sweet  etfect  of  thi3 
maidenly  attire,  wa3  spoiled  by  so  huge  and  pon- 


derous a train  of  velvet  and  gold,  which  however 
as  a queen  she  was  compelled  to  wear,  and  which 
was  borne  by  eight  young  ladies,  daughters  of 
peers.  The  ladies  who  performed  this  humiliating 
service,  and  who  are  called  “maids  of  honor”  were 
dressed  all  alike,  in  white  satin,  and  wore  small 
white  roses  in  their  hair,  so  that  this  groupe  of  love- 
ly women,  must  have  been  a delightful  spectacle. 

On  ascending  the  choir  of  the  cathedral,  on  the 
steps  leading  to  what  is  called  the  theatre,  she  was 
compelled  to  pause  nearly  a minute,  and  thus  the 
immense  audience  had  an  opportunity  of  gazing  on 
the  young  creature  without  an  intervening  obstacle. 
The  papers  describe  her  as  slightly  ail'ected  with 
the  grandeur  of  the  scene  around  her  and  tlie  accla- 
mations which  greeted  her;  but  she  is  said  to  have 
walked  with  grace  and  self-possession  to  the  seat, 
at  which  she  was  to  receive  the  “homage”  of  the 
nobility  and  tilled  clergy.  During  the  ceremony 
of  tlie  “homage;”  rather  a ludicrous  accident  oc- 
curred: lord  Roile,  had  reached  the  tip  top  step  of 
the  elevated  dais,  or  platform,  on  wtiich  stood  the 
throne;  before  which  he  was  to  kneel  and  kiss  the 
queen’s  hand,  when  his  lordship’s  toes  anticipated 
His  marrow  bones,  and  slipping,  pitched  him  right 
backwards,  and  so  lord  Roile  rolled  heels  over  head 
down  the  whole  flight  of  steps  to  tlie  next  landing 
place,  in  the  sight  and  to  the  irresistible  diversion 
of  forty  or  fifty  thousand  spectators.  He  did  not 
slide  down,  but  fairly  reeled  over  and  over,  till  he 
became  seated  with  his  back  towards  her  majesty, 
and  his  face  arid  feet  towards  all  the  rest  of  tlie 
world. 

However,  be  soon  recovered  a perpendicular  po- 
sition, wheeled  about,  and  reascended  the  steps  with 
as  good  a grace  as  possible,  and  the  good  natured 
queen  rose  from  her  seat,  extended  her  hand  to  him, 
and  expressed  a hope  that  his  lordship  was  not  ma- 
terially injured — for  which,  of  course,  she  was  vast- 
ly applauded. 

The  mere  ceremony  of  the  coronation,  in  its  se- 
veral stages,  such  as  tlie  inverting  within  the  mantle, 
the  offering  of  the  sword  and  tlie  spurs,  (he  ring, 
the  sceptres,  tlie  crowning,  the  anointing,  the  in 
thronization,  the  offerings,  the  arrangement  of  the 
regalia,  and  “ all  that  sort  of  thing.” 

We  have  only  to  remark  that  tlie  affair  passed  off 
with  great  spirit  and  harmony,  and  was  altogether 
the  most  splendid  coronation  recorded  in  English 
history.  The  chivalry  ot  all  Europe  seems  to  have 
been  called  forth  on  this  occasion,  and  the  foreign 
embassies  vied  with  each  other  in  displaying  the 
most  gorgeous  paraphernalia  that  money  could  pro- 
cure. 

London,  and  indeed,  all  England,  was  entirely 
absorbed  with  the  festivities  which  the  occasion 
called  forth,  and  the  papers  are  so  completely  filled 
with  descriptions,  that  we  can  find  scarcely  any 
other  kind  of  news,  either  domestic  or  foreign.  We 
tiust  that  the  reign  of  queen  Victoria,  who  has  been 
educated  in  a more  liberal  school  than  any  other 
Britisli  sovereign,  will  prove  a blessing  to  her  im- 
mense empire,  and  favor  the  progress  of  those  equal 
rights,  without  which  it  must  he  a reign  of  injus- 
tice to  an  incomparably  great  majority  of  her  sub- 
jects. 

We  beg  to  acknowledge  our  obligation  to  the  re- 
spected agent  of  the  British  and  American  Steam 
Navigation  Company  for  English  papers,  brought 
by  the  Royal  William,  which  fully  supplied  the  de- 
ficiency occasioned  by  the  detention  of  our  files  in 
Wall  street. 

On  the  evening  of  the  coronation  the  places  of 
amusement  were  thrown  open  to  the  public.  The 
admission  being  regulated  by  tickets  issued  to  admit 
as  many  as  each  house  would  accommodate.  Mr. 
Bunn,  of  Drury  Lane,  and  Mr.  Macready,  of  Co- 
vent Garden,  received  400/.  each  for  the  loan  of 
their  theatres,  and  to  provide  suitable  entertain- 
ments. 

It  is  also  understood  (hat  2001.  each  was  paid  for 
the  Haymarket  and  English  Opera.  Mr.  Davadge, 
the  lessee  of  the  Surrey  Theatre,  received  150/ ; Mr. 
Honner,  of  Sadler’s  Wells,  105/;  Mr.  Yates  of  the 
Pavilion,  Whitechapel  road,  100/;  and  Mr.  Osbald- 
son,  of  tlie  city  of  London  Theatre,  Norton-folgate, 
100/.  for  a similar  purpose.  At  Astley’s,  a grand 
spectacle  was  produced,  got  up  expressly  for  the 
occasion,  hut  the  precise  sum  paid  by  the  govern- 
ment we  do  not  find  stated.  At  Vauxhall,  750/.  was 
to  be  paid  for  the  use  of  the  gardens,  which  it  is 
supposed  would  accommodate  nearly  37,000  per- 
sons. 

We  learn  by  tlie  Times,  that  the  famous  Mrs. 
Trollope  is  dangerously  ill  at  her  brothers  at  Ful- 
ham. 

Edward  Lytton  Bulwer,  the  popular  novelist,  has 
been  created  a baronet  along  with  many  other  gen- 
tlemen. Numerous  promotions  by  brevet  have 
taken  place  in  the  army  and  navy,  as  is  usual  alter 
a coronation. 


Miss  Landon,  known  to  fame  as  L.  E.  L.,  em- 
barked with  her  husband,  Mr.  McLean,  for  South 
Africa  on  the  2d  of  July. 

One  hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand  newspa- 
pers were  despatched  from  the  post  office  in  Lon- 
don the  Monday  after  the  coronation. 

The  farewell  benefit  of  Madame  Yestris,  prior  to 
her  departure  for  this  country  was  fixed  for  the  12th 
of  the  present  month. 

The  Times  of  the  4th  inst.,  states  that  the  wheat 
crop  had  prodigiously  improved  towards  the  latter 
end  of  June,  and  was  coming  into  ear  most  propi- 
tiously. 

One  of  the  London  papei?  reports  that  queen 
Adelaide  intended  to  proceed  to  the  island  of  Malta 
for  the  benefit  of  her  health. 

The  government  forces  in  Spain  have  gained  se- 
veral fresh  successes,  and  there  seems  now  to  be 
some  prospect  that  this  ruinous  war  may  be  at 
length  brought  to  a close. 

A declaration  of  independence  was  reported  to 
have  been  made  by  Mahemet  Ali,  the  Pacha  of 
Egypt,  heretofore  tributary  to  Turkey.  The  latest 
accounts  go  rather  to  discountenance  the  rumor. 

The  cholera  or  something  similar  to  it,  has  re-ap  - 
feared  at  Berlin. 

There  was  an  attempt  at  revolution  in  Portugal 
on  the  14th  June,  but  without  success. 

Jlnolher  explosion  on  board  a steamer.  We  see 
by  tile  Scotch  papers  that  the  James  Gallacher,  a 
small  vessel  playing  between  Glasgow  and  theDal- 
rnien  colton  works,  exploded,  scalding  several  per- 
sons severely,  five  of  whom  had  since  died.  The 
captain  and  engineer  were  arrested  and  committed 
to  take  their  trial  for  manslaugter. 

The  continent  of  Europe.  We  find  but  little  po- 
litical news  in  the  London  papers.  The  following 
extracts  from  the  French  journals  are  from  the 
Times  of  the  4th  ult.  The  other  continental  news 
is  of  no  importance: 

The  Paris  papers  announce,  we  regret  to  ob- 
serve, the  existence  of  a pestilential  disease  at  the 
Sobre  St.  Gery,  (in  Belgium)  and  at  Beaumont  and 
Consorle,  (in  France.)  The  symptoms  occasioned 
fears  that  that  malady  was  tlie  black  fever.  Its 
progress  was  ranid,  and  in  thepiace  just  mentioned, 
it  had  already  discriminated  tlie  population. 

London,  July  4 — Half  past  twelve.  There  is 
evidently  much  anxiety  felt  as  to  the  extensive 
operations  in  corn,  arid  their  probable  effects  on  the 
currency  and  money  markets  It  was  supposed  ] 
(hat  the  decided  tone  of  the  debate  in  t he  Lords,  on 
tiie  corn  laws,  would  have  some  influence  on  the  i 
prices  of  grain.  No  alteration  is  however  percep- 
tible this  morning  in  the  prices;  tlie  only  features  is  j 
rather  large  arrivals  of  foreign  coin,  which  is  offer-  ' 
ed  at  50s.  to  60s.  per  quarter  in  bond. 

THE  CORONATION  OF  HER  MAJESTY  VICTORIA 
FIRST. 

The  long  expected  morning,  when  a pageant  was 
to  be  witnessed,  which  none  of  the  present  genera- 
tion will  perhaps  ever  see  again,  was  ushered  in 
under  the  most  imposing  appearances.  The  sky,  as 
early  as  5 o’clock,  presented  a gloomy  appearance, 
and  occasional  showers  seemed  but  tlie  herald  of 
more  determined  arid  continuous  rain.  Notwilh- 
standing  these  unfavorable  appearances,  St.  James’ 
park,  even  at  tiiaf  early  hour,  contained  vast  num- 
bers of  individuals,  aftracted  to  witness  tlie  imposing 
spectacle  of  tlie  coronation  procession.  Before  half 
past  seven  o’clock  the  weather  cleared  up,  the  sun 
broke  out,  and  the  previous  rain  only  added  to  (lie 
effect  of  the  proceedings  by  laying  the  dust,  and 
giving  additional  verdure  to  the  foliage  of  the  trees. 

At  six  o’clock  the  29th  regiment  of  foot  and  ihe 
5th  dragoons  entered  the  park  and  took  up  their  sta- 
tion in  front  of  the  palace,  together  witli  the  3d  life 
guards.  Tlie  e.  division  of  police  was  also  in  atten- 
dance. Along  and  within  the  railings  of  the  park 
and  also  up  the  side  of  Constitution  hill,  seats  and 
standing  places  were  erected  some  of  them  so  frail  [j 
that  it  was  somewhat  strange  they  should  have  been 
tenanted  by  people  possessing  any  share  of  prudence. 
We  saw  more  than  one  of  them  give  way,  but  we 
believe  without  injury  to  any  individual.  Twelve 
pieces  of  artillery  were  ranged  opposite  St.  James’ 
palace  within  the  railings,  and  the  nineteen  tents 
erected  behind  them  gave  a gay  aspect  to  that  por-  j 
tion  of  the  park. 

Soon  after  nine  o’clock  the  procession  began  to 
form  in  the  mall,  and  when  all  tlie  carriages  of  the 
foreign  ministers  and  ambassadors  were  in  line,  they  j 
presented  a magnificent  spectacle.  Amongst  them 
all,  however,  that  of  marshal  Soult  was  pre-eminent- 
ly attractive.  It  was  at  once  rich,  chaste  and  beau- 
tiful. Without  being  in  tlie  slightest  degree  gor- 
geous, it  was  the  most  magnificent  coacii  we  ever 
witnessed.  A crowd  soon  collected  lound  it,  and  as 
soon  as  it  was  rumored  that  its  occupant  was  the  cele- 
brated marshal  Soult,  he  was  loudly  cheered  by  tlie 
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people,  to  whom  he  repeatedly  acknowledged  the 
compliment.  The  arrangements  before  the  palace 
appeared  to  be  under  the  orders  of  sir  Hussey  Vivian, 
sir  George  Quentin,  sir  C.  Dalbiac,  and  col.  Wood- 
ford. 

About  a quarter  bpfore  10  o’clock  l lie  royal  stan- 
dard was  hoisted  over  the  marble  arch,  and  it  was  in 
good  taste  that  it  was  done  by  sailors. 

At  five  minutes  before  ten,  the  carriages  of  the 
foreign  ministers  proceeded  to  their  places,  forming 
in  line  up  Constitution  hill,  and  followed  by  the  car- 
riages of  the  royal  family.  The  duke  ot  Sussex  on 
being  recognised,  was  much  cheered. 

The  moment  that  the  carriage  of  the  duchess  of 
Kent  emerged  from  the  palace  gates,  the  acclama- 
tions of  the  people  were  loud  and  general.  The 
dukes  of  Sussex  and  Cambridge  were  also  loudly 
cheered.  At  length  the  state  carriage,  bearing  the 
queen,  earns  in  view,  and  it  is  impossible  to  describe 
or  convey  the  least  notion  of  the  buist  of  loyal  and 
enthusiastic  cheers  by  which  the  assembled  thou- 
sands greeted  and  hailed  their  monarch.  Her  majes- 
ty appeared  in  excellent  spirits,  and  highly  delighted 
with  the  scene,  which  was,  at  this  moment,  truly 
beautiful.  The  troops  saluted  her  majesty  in  suc- 
cession as  she  passed,  and  continued  with  “presented 
aims.”  The  duchess  of  Kent  was  similarly  recog- 
nised and  complimented,  and  when,  at  twenty  min- 
utes past  ten,  her  majesty  passed  under  the  tri- 
umphal arch,  all  in  the  surrounding  windows  and 
balconies  rose,  and,  with  waving  of  handkerchiefs, 
joined  in  the  welcome  with  which  the  thousands  be- 
low, with  an  unanimous  burst  of  loud  and  long 
continued  cheering,  hailed  their  youthful  queen. 
Her  majesty  seemed  most  cordially  to  receive  the  i 
greeting  ottered  to  her,  and  her  manner  evidently 
evinced  excitement  from  the  pompous  and  exhumat- 
ing scene  by  which  she  was  surrounded.  The  pro- 
cession pissed  on  to  St.  James’  street  and  Pall  Mall. 
The  club  houses  were  all  fitted  up  in  the  most  splen- 
did and  convenient  manner  for  obtaining  a view  of 
the  procession. 

At  20  minutes  past  ten  o’clock  a detachment  of 
life  guards  made  (heir  appearance  in  St.  James’ 
street,  headed  by  Lee,  the  high  constable.  Exactly 
at  a quarter  before  11  o’clock,  the  state  carriage, 
containing  her  most  gracious  majesty,  the  duchess 
of  Sutherland,  and  the  earl  of  Albermarle,  appeared 
insight.  The  shouts  of  the  multitude,  the  waving 
of  handkerchiefs,  and  other  demonstrations  of  affec- 
tionate loyality  on  the  part  of  the  populace  were 
now  of  the  most  enthusiastic  description. 

Her  majesty  w’as  eviden'ly  highly  gratified  with 
the  reception  which  she  met  with,  lor  her  counte- 
nance was  animated  with  the  expression  of  delight. 
She  bowtd  most  graciously  to  the  warm  manifesta- 
tions of  loyality  with  which  she  was  greeted,  and 
pointed  the  attention  of  the  duchess  of  Sutherland 
with  evid-nt  satisfaction,  to  the  appearance  of  the 
people  and  the  general  arrangements  made  for  her 
reception. 

The  procession  passed  along  in  regular  order  to 
Charing  cross.  Before  the  procession  arrived, 
standing  near  the  statue  of  Charles,  which,  as  well 
as  that  of  George  the  third,  in  Cockspur  street,  was 
surrounded  witl)  ascending  seats,  the  coup  d’teil  was 
most  imposing.  The  few  shop  windows  which 
commanded  a view  of  the  road  were  fitted  up  for 
the  reception  of  visiters — the  fair  portion  of  whom 
sat  within  the  glass  in  stately  anticipation,  and 
presented  a curious  sight,  the  splendor  of  their 
dresses,  combined  with  their  personal  charms  and 
their  composed  attitude,  giving  them  the  appear- 
ance of  waxen  images  exposed  for  sale.  Every 
part  of  every  house  in  which  a lodgement  could  be 
made  was  secured  by  such  of  the  spectacle  loving 
multitude  as  were  able,  either  by  the  interest  of 
friendship  or  money,  to  procure  a station. 

Her  majesty  arrived  at  the  abbey  precisely  at 
half  past  eleven  o’clock. 

The  peers  were  conducted  to  the  southern  tran- 
sept and  the  peeresses  to  the  northern.  Occasion- 
ally, the  names  were  announced  as  they  moved  up 
the  choir,  and  public  curiosity  was  much  gratified 
on  being  thus  informed  of  the  characterof  those  dis- 
tinguished individuals. 

About  nine  o’clock  the  greater  number  of  peer- 
esses had  arrived.  Perhaps  there  were  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  present,  and  as  soon  as  they  were  in 
their  places,  the  general  attention  was  confined  in 
that  part  of  the  church  which  was  appropriated  to 
their  use.  It  is  impossible  to  conceive  any  thing 
more  brilliant  than  the  appearance  of  these  bench- 
es. The  impression  of  so  much  beauty,  dignity  and 
luxury  combined  can  never  be  effaced  from  the 
memory  of  those  who  had  the  good  fortune  to  be 
present. 

At  nine  o’clock  all  the  persons  who  w’ere  to  take 
part  in  the  ceremony  not  included  in  the  procession 
as  well  as  those  who  had  tickets  of  admission;  were 
assembled  in  the  abbey;  and  every  tribute  and  gal- 


lantry was  densely  ranked.  Those  who  were  con- 
tent with  witnessing  the  ceremony  from  one  of  the 
lower  galleries  could  not  have  at  that  moment  any 
idea  of  the  varied  and  magnificent  scene  which  de- 
manded their  attention.  Jt  was  those  only  who 
sought  the  upper  gallaries  and  looked  down  from 
one  of  the  angles  bordering  on  the  theatre  that  could 
form  a just  opinion  of  its  splendour  and  extent. 

On  every  side,  galleries  containing  ladies  of  fash- 
ion, dressed  in  ball  room  costume,  met  the  eye.  In 
one  part  the  gallery  was  seen  in  its  fullest  extent, 
in  another  only  a side  glance  could  be  obtained. 
Here  the  full  glare  of  daylight  revealed  all  the 
luxury  of  dress, — there  the  pageantry  was  dimmed 
by  the  shade  of  one  of  the  massive  pillars  of  the 
abbey.  The  scene  was  quite  theatrical,  and  it 
would  be  difficult  to  arrange,  with  the  greatest  re- 
sources of  the  finest  theatre  of  the  world,  any  thing 
capable  of  the  same  result.  The  half  concealed 
galleries,  seen  in  shade  or  in  perspective,  had,  by 
contrast,  most  charming  effect.  The  different  an- 
gles of  the  building  threw  the  different  tribunes 
into  light  and  shade;  and  while  all  commanded  atten- 
tion, each  had  a separate  claim. 

Approach  and.  arrival  of  her  majesty.  At  ten, 
the  noise  of  cannon  announced,  that  her  majesty 
had  left  the  palace,  and  the  different  persons  in 
the  abbey  took  up  the  station  which  thev  intend- 
ed to  occupy  during  the  ceremonial.  Every  ear 
was  directed  to  catch  the  sound  of  her  near  ap- 
proach, and  every  eye  was  turned  towards  the  door 
which  she  was  to  enter.  The  gentlemen  pension- 
ers began  to  rally  their  partizans,  and  the  heralds 
and  gentlemen  of  the  gold  stick  to  marshal  their 
pioper  forces.  The  regalia  was  delivered  to  the 
several  noblemen  entitled  to  bear  it. 

It  was  not,  however,  until  near  eleven  o’clock 
that  there  was  any  distinct  imitation  of  her  majes- 
ty’s approach.  At  that  hour  the  bustle  out  side  the 
abbey  became  so  distinct  that  it  was  evident  the 
queen  was  close  at  hand,  and  every  one  rose  from 
their  places,  and  stretched  forward  with  anxiety  to 
catch  the  first  glimpse  of  her  appearance.  The  la- 
dies of  the  household  and  the  officers  of  the  house- 
hold, who  had  no  duties  assigned  to  them  in  the 
solemnity,  passed  to  their  respective  places,  and 
the  noblemen  carrying  the  regalia,  and  the  bishops 
carrying  the  bible,  chalice,  and  patina,  went  forth 
to  receive  the  queen. 

Previously,  however,  to  her  majesty’s  entrance, 
the  distinguished  diplomatic  personages  who  had 
taken  so  prominent  a part  in  the  procession  ad- 
vanced into  the  abbey  in  the  order  in  wdiich  their 
carriages  had  set  them  down.  Each  of  these  dis- 
tinguished personages  wrns  attended  by  a brilliant 
and  numerous  suite,  and  it  is  difficult  to  imagine 
any  thing  more  glorious  than  their  appearance  as 
they  came  together,  dazzling  the  eye  by  the  variety 
and  elegance  of  their  costumes.  When  the  Turk- 
ish ambassador  presented  himself,  he  looked  around 
on  all  sides  as  if  lost  in  admiration,  and  remained 
some  time  immovably  fixed  on  the  magnificent 
scene.  Whilstgazing  on  the  benches  on  w hich  Were 
seated  all  that  could  most  peculiarly  attract  his  at- 
tention as  exhibiting  the  female  nobility  of  England 
in  the  height  of  exalted  rank,  enhanced  by  every 
possible  embellishment,  he  evidently  showed,  by 
his  expression  of  countenance,  that  never  before 
had  his  eye  lighted  upon  so  brilliant  and  beautiful 
assembly. 

The  great  officers  of  state,  the  archbishops  of 
Canterbury  and  York,  the  noblemen  appointed  to 
carry  the  regalia  all  in  their  robes  of  state,  and  the 
bishops  who  were  to  support  her  majesty,  as  well 
as  those  who  were  to  carry  the  bible,  the  chalice, 
and  the  patina,  assembled  in  the  Jerusalem  cham- 
ber, adjoining  the  deanery,  before  10  o’clock;  where 
the  regalia,  having  been  previously  on  the  table, 
was  delivered  by  the  lord  chamberlain  of  the  house- 
hold to  the  lord  high  constable,  and  by  him  to  lord 
Willoughby  d’Eresby,  as  lord  great  chamberlain, 
and  by  his  lordship  to  the  noblemen,  by  whom  the 
same  was  borne  in  order. 

The  queen,  ascending  the  theatre,  passed  on  the 
south  side  of  her  throne  to  the  chair  of  state,  on  the 
south  east  side  of  the  theatre,  being  the  recognition 
chair,  and  after  her  private  devotion,  (kneeling  on 
her  footstool)  took  her  seat;  the  bishops  her  sup- 
porters, standing  on  each  side;  the  noblemen  bear- 
ing the  four  swmrds  on  her  majesty’s  right  hand, 
the  sword  of  state  being  nearest  to  the  royal  person; 
the  lord  great  chamberlain  and  the  lord  high  consta- 
ble on  her  left,  the  othergreat  officers  of  state,  the 
noblemen  bearing  the  regalia,  the  dean  of  Westmin- 
ster, deputy  garter,  and  black  rod,  standing  near  the 
queen’s  chair;  the  bishops  bearing  the  bible,  the 
chalice,  and  the  patina  stood  near  the  pulpit,  and 
the  trainbearers,  the  lord  chamberlain  of  the  house- 
hold, and  groom  of  the  robes,  behind  her  majesty. 

Her  majesty  appeared  rather  pale  and  exhausted. 
She  was  received  in  the  most  flattering  manner;  the 


general  burst  of  approbation  exhibited  the  feelings 
of  the  assembled  thousands  in  a manner  worthy  of 
the  solemn  occasion.  The  company  in  every  part 
of  the  Abbey  rose  in  honor  of  her  majesty,  and 
continued  standing,  while  she  slow  ly  advanced  along 
the  choir.  At  the  same  time,  the  following  anthem 
was  sung: 

“I  was  glad  when  they  said  unto  me,  we  will  go 
into  the  house  of  the  Lord.  For  there  is  the  seat  of 
judgment,  even  the  seat  of  the  house  of  David.  O 
pray  lor  tne  peace  of  Jerusalem;  they  shall  prosper 
that  love  thee.  Peace  be  within  thy  walls,  and 
prosperity  within  thy  palaces. 

“Glory  be  to  the  Father,  and  to  the  Son,  and  to 
the  Holy  Ghost.” 

“As  it  was  in  the  beginning,  is  now,  and  ever 
shall  be,  world  without  end.  Amen.” 

The  queen  was  no  sooner  seated,  than  the  utmost 
silence  prevailed  in  the  whole  assembly,  in  expec- 
tation of  the  approaching  solemnity,  than  some 
amusement  was  excited  by  the  Westminster  queen’s 
scholars  exercising  one  of  their  noisy  privileges. 
While  all  was  quiet  and  composure,  a few  of  these 
lads,  who  were  stationed  at  each  end  of  the  galle- 
ries, began  to  roar,  “Regina.  Victoria!”  “Regina 
Victoria!”  Every  one  looked  up  to  the  box  to  see 
what  was  the  matter,  but  the  Ooys  enjoytd  the  fun, 
and  roared  out,  at  the  top  of  their  lungs,  “Regina 
Victoria.” 

Upon  the  conclusion  of  the  anthem,  the  archbish- 
op of  Canterbury  advance d from  the  station  at  the 
southeast  pillar,  ai  d together  with  the  lord  chancel- 
lor, the  lord  great  chamberlain,  the  lord  high  eon- 
stable,  arid  the  earl  marshal,  preceded  by  deputy 
Garner,  moved  to  the  east  side  of  the  theatre,  where 
the  archbishop  made  the  recognition,  thus  : “ Sirs, 

I here  present  unto  you  queen  Victoria,  the  un- 
doubted queen  of  this  realm — wherefore,  all  you 
who  are  come  this  day  to  do  your  homage  are  you 
willing  to  do  the  same?”  The  archbishop  repeated 
the  same  at  the  south,  wTest  and  north  sides  of  the 
theatre — during  wdiich  time  her  majesty  stood  up 
by  her  chair,  and  turned  towards  the  side  on  which 
the  recognition  was  made;  the  people  replying  to 
each  demand  with  loud  and  repeated  acclamations 
of  “ God,  save  queen  Victoria  1”  and  at  the  last  re- 
cognition, the  trumpets  sounded  and  the  drums  beat. 
The  bearers  of  the  regalia,  during  the  recognition, 
remained  standing  about  her  majesty. 

Her  majesty  then  resumed  her  seat;  and  the 
bible,  the  chalice  and  the  patina  were  carrit  d to  and 
placed  under  the  altar  by  the  bishops  who  had  borne 
them,  who  then  retired  to  their  seats. 

The  great  officers  then  resumed  their  station  near 
her  majesty. 

Two  officers  of  the  wardrobe  spread  a rich  cloth 
of  gold,  and  laid  a cushion  on  the  same,  for  her  ma- 
jesty to  kneel  on,  at  the  steps  of  the  altar. 

The  archbishop  of  Canterbury  then  proceeded  to 
the  allar,  put  on  his  cope,  and  stood  on  the  north 
side. 

Here  follows  an  account  of  the  various  religious 
ceremonies  for  which,  of  course,  we  cannot  find 
room  to-night. 

The  crowning.  The  archbishop,  standing  before 
the  altar  and  having  St.  Edw'ards  crown  before  him, 
took  the  same  into  his  hands,  and  consecrated  and 
blessed  it  with  prayer,  “ 0 God,  who  crowned  thy 
faithful  servants  with  mercy,”  &c.  Then  the  arch- 
bishop came  from  the  altar,  assisted  by  the  arch- 
bishops of  York  and  Armagh,  with  the  bishops  of 
London,  Winchester,  and  other  bishops,  the  dean  of 
Westminster  carrying  the  crown;  and  the  aich- 
bishop  took  and  placed  it  on  her  majesty's  head, 
when  the  people,  with  loud  and  repeated  shouts, 
cried  “ God,  save  the  queen  ;”  and  immediately  the 
peers  and  peeresses  present  put  on  their  coronets; 
the  bishops  their  caps  ; and  the  kings  of  arms  their 
crowns;  the  trumpets  sounding,  the  drums  beating, 
and  the  tower  and  park  guns  firing  by  signal. 

The  homage.  The  exhortation  being  ended,  her 
majesty  delivered  the  sceptre  with  the  cross  to  the 
lord  of  the  manor  of  Worksop,  to  hold  the  same  on 
her  right  hand,  and  the  sceptre  with  the  dove  to  the 
duke  of  Richmond,  to  hold  the  same  on  her  left 
hand,  during  the  homage. 

The  archbishop  then  knelt  before  the  queen,  and 
for  himself  and  the  other  lords  spiritual,  pronounced 
the  w'ords  of  homage,  they  kneeling  around  him, 
and  saying  after  him.  The  archbishop  then  kissed 
her  hand,  and  the  rest  of  the  lords  spiritual  did  the 
same,  and  retired. 

The  holy  sacrament.  After  receiving  the  holy 
sacrament,  the  queen,  still  kneeling,  made  her  se- 
cond offering,  (a  purse  of  gold,)  wdiich  the  treasurer 
of  the  household,  delivered  to  the  lord  great  cham- 
berlain, and  he  to  her  majesty,  from  wdioin  the  arch- 
bishop received  it.  The  archbishop  then  said  the 
prayer, “O  God,  wdio  dwellest,” &c.  Her  majesty 
then  went  toiler  chair  on  the  south  side  of  the  area, 
and  knelt  at  her  footstool. 
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When  the  archbishop  and  the  dean,  with  the 
bishops’  assistants,  namely,  the  preacher,  and  those 
who  had  read  the  litany,  and  the  epistle  and  gospel, 
had  communicated,  her  majesty  approached  the  altar 
and  received  the  sacrament,  the  archbishop  admin- 
istering the  bread  and  the  dean  of  Westminster  the 
cup. 

The  queen  then  received  the  crow’n  from  the  lord 
great  chamberlain  and  put  it  on,  and  repaired  to  her 
throne,  receiving  again  the  sceptre  with  the  cross  in 
her  right  hand  and  the  sceptre  with  the  dove  in  her 
left,  being  there  supported  and  attended  as  during 
the  enthronization. 

The  service  being  concluded,  hermajes‘y,  attend- 
ed by  the  two  bishops,  her  supporters,  the  great  of- 
ficers of  state,  the  noblemen  bearing  the  four  swords 
before  her,  and  the  noblemen  who  had  carried  the 
regalia  then  lying  upon  the  altar,  descended  into  the 
area,  and  passed  through  the  door  on  the  south  side 
into  St.  Edward’s  chapel  x the  noblemen  who  had 
carried  the  regalia  receiving  them  from  the  dean  of 
Westminister  as  they  passed  by  into  the  chapel, 
the  organ  and  other  instruments  all  the  while  play- 
ing. 

Her  majesty  being  in  the  chapel,  and  standing 
before  the  altar,  delivered  the  sceptre  with  the 
dove,  which  her  majesty  had  borne  in  her  left 
hand’  to  the  archbishop,  who  laid  it  upon  the  altar 
there. 

Her  majesty  was  then  disrobed  of  her  royal  im- 
perial mantle,  or  robe  of  state,  and  arrayed  in  her 
royal  robe  of  purple  velvet  by  the  lord  great  chain- 
be  i lain. 

The  archbishop  then  placed  the  orb  in  her  majes- 


$117,419,376;  of  w hich  $95,564,414  were  of  do- 
mestic, and  $21,854,962  of  foreign  articles.  Of 
the  domestic  articles,  $75,482,521  were  exported 
in  American  vessels,  and  $20,081,893  in  loreign 
vessels.  Of  the  foreign  articles,  $15,725,052  were 
exported  in  American  vessels,  and  $6,129,920  in 
foreign  vessels.  1,299,720  tons  of  American  ship- 
ping°entered,  and  1,266,622  tons  cleared  from  the 
porFs  of  the  United  States;  765,703  tons  of  foreign 
ships  entered,  and  756,292  tons  cleared  during  the 


Tonnage  of  the  United,  States.  In  the  annual 
treasury  statement  to  congress,  the  registered  ton- 
nage for  the  year  ending  on  the  30th  September, 
1837,  is  stated  at  810,447 

The  enrolled  and  licensed  tonnage  at  9464180 
And  the  fishing  vessels  at  129, "258 


Tons  1,886,685 

The  total  tonnageof  shipping  built  in  the  United. 
States  during  the  year  ending  on  30th  of  Septem- 
ber. 1S37,  was,  viz: 

Registered  42.343 

Enrolled  80,643 


Tons  122,986 

Foreign  sail  trade  of  the  United  States , during  the 
year  ending  the  30th  September,  1837.  Importa- 
tions—bushels,  6,343,706— value,  $862,617.  Ex- 
portations— 41,1 18 — value,  $12,722. 

Leaving  for  consumption  and  stock,  6,302, 5S8 
bushels — value,  849,905. 

Exportation  of  domestic  salt — bushels,  99,133 — 
value,  $53,472. 


ty’s  left  hand 

It  was  nearly  6 o’clock  before  the  royal  carriages 
in  returning  reached  the  park,  where  her  majesty 
was  received  with  the  same  loyal  and  enthusiastic 
greeting  that  marked  this  portion  of  the  line  at 
starting. 

Not  a single  accident  occurred  either  during  the 
day  or  the  night,  to  marthe  harmony  of  the  national 
jubilee;  and  the  police  had  scarcely  more  occupa- 
tion than  on  an  ordinary  day. 

The  queen  bore  the  fatigues  and  excitement  of 
the  day — no  slight  demand  upon  the  nerves  of  a de- 
licately nurtured  young  lady — without  exhibiting 
very  visible  signs  of  exhaustion  ; and  was  no  worse 
next  day  than  many  of  her  more  robust  but  still 
more-tired  subjects. 


CHRONICLE. 

Baltimore  flour  inspections.  Amount  of  flour  in- 
spected in  Baltimore,  during  the  quarter  ending  on 
the  1st  instant,  was — 

76,366  bbls.  wheat  flour, 

5,835  half  do.  do. 

7,489  bbls.  rye, 

765  hhds.  corn  meal, 

2,322  bbls.  do. 

During  the  quarter  ending  on  the  1st  April,  1S3S, 
the  inspections  were 

80,839  bbls.  wheat  flour, 

3,008  half  bbls.  do. 

6,054  bbls.  rye  do. 

263  hhds.  corn  meal, 

2,S15  bbls.  do. 

During  the  first  two  quarters  of  1837,  the  inspec- 
tions of  wheat  flour  were  as  follows: 

bl  Is.  half  bbls. 

1st  quarter,  94,954  3,157 

2nd  do  81,622  2,093 

Bv  comparing  the  first  two  quarters  of  1S37,  with 
the  two  of  1333.  noticed  above,  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  wheat  flour  inspections  of  the  first  halt  year  of 
183  3 are  less  than  those  of  the  corresponding  period 
of  1837  by  19,231  bbls.  while  the  half  bbls.  are  more 
by  3,5.93. 

A singular  and  fortunate  escape  is  mentioned  in 
the  last°  Zanesville  Gazette.  Mr.  G.  Fracker  of 
that  place,  having  plunged  in  the  Muskingum  river 
with  a view  lo  bathing,  had  scarcely  dived  half  a 
rod  before  he  felt  himself  caught  in  the  upper  lip  by 
a fishing  hook  of  very  large  size,  and  suddenly 
thrown  back.  After  an  inelfectual attempt  to  loosen 
the  line,  he  caught  it  in  his  teeth,  and  succeeded  in 
biting  it  in  two,  and  swam  to  shore  with  the  hook 
fast  through  his  lip.  He  was  held  under  water  by 
the  line,  and  had  he  failed  in  severing  it  with  his 
teeth,  he  would  have  been  obliged  to  tear  the  hook 
from  his  lip,  or  submit  to  speedy  strangulation 

[Columbus,  ( Ohio,)  Reg. 

Imports  and  exports  of  the  U.  Stales.  From  the 
annual  statements  of  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States,  lately  communicated  to  congress,  it  appears 
that  the  imports  during  the  year  ending  on  the  30th 
of  September,  1S37,  have  amounted  to  $140,989,- 
217;  of  which  there  was  irapoited  in  American 
vessels,  $122,177,193,  and  in  foreign  vessels,  $18- 
812,824.  The  exports  during  the  year  ending  on 
the  30th  of  September,  1837,  have  amounted  to 


It  appears  from  a detailed  official  statement  pub- 
lished by  the  mayor  of  Charleston,  that  the  total 
amount  of  donations  made  for  the  relief  of  the  suf- 
ferers by  the  late  destructive  fire  in  that  city,  was 
$180,506  87.  This  liberal  sum  was  contributed 
by  the  people  of  the  several  states,  as  follows: 

By  South  Carolina,  $76,771  66 

Georgia,  29,830  57 

Pennsylvania,  27,975  25 

New  York,  14,510  00 

Louisiana,  8,650  00 

Massachusetts,  5,977  34 

Virginia,  4,642  10 

Alabama,  3,116  65 

North  Carolina,  3,005  00 

Maryland,  3,362  17 

Florida,  1,768  50 

New  Hampshire,  397  62 

Connecticut,  300  00 

District  of  Columbia,  150  00 

Rhode  Island,  50  00 


Grand  total  $180,506  86 
Pensions.  The  law  to  provide  for  the  payment 
of  pensioners  appropriates  the  following  sums: 

For  tile  revolutionary  pensioners,  under  the  se- 
veral acts,  other  than  those  of  the  fifteenth  of  May 
1828;  the  seventh  of  June,  1832;  and  the  fourth  of 
July,  1836,  four  hundred  and  twenty-six  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-two  dollars. 

For  the  invalid  pensioners,  under  various  laws, 
one  hundred  and  thirty-lour  thousand  and  seventy- 
five  dollars  and  sixty  two  cents. 

For  pensions  to  widow  s and  orphans,  under  the 
act  of  the  fourth  of  July,  1836,  one  million  four 
hundred  and  ninety-two  thousand  six  hundred  and 
eighty  five  dollars. 

For  half  pay  pensions,  payable  through  the  office 
of  the  third  auditor,  five  thousand  dollars. 

In  all,  two  millions,  fifty-three  thousand,  five 
hundred  and  thirty-two  dollars  and  sixty-two  cents. 


An  army  of  pensioners.  From  a document  com- 
municated (among  others)  to  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives on  Friday,  it  appears  that  the  number  of 
pensioners  on  Ihe  rolls  of  the  several  pension  agen- 
cies of  the  United  States  at  this  time  is  as  follows: 


Invalid  pensioners  4,121 

Under  act  of  18th  March,  1818  8,930 

Under  act  of  15th  May,  1823  692 

Under  act  of  7th  June,  1832  25,783 

Under  act  of  4th  July,  1834  1,832 


Total  number  of  pensioners  41,453 

Honorable.  It  is  stated  in  the  Tuscaloosa  ( Ala.) 
Intelligencer,  that  Mr.  Morely  Baker,  who  left 
Alabama  some  years  since  for  Texas,  under  very 
unfavorable  circumstances  in  regard  to  his  transac- 
tions, with  the  state  bank  at  Tuscaloosa,  has  hon- 
orable and  fully  repaid  the  injury  which  that  insti- 
tution sustained  through  his  means.  He  wrote  to 
the  officers  of  the  bank,  and  in  pursuance  of  his  re- 
quest, Mr.  J.  White,  one  ot  the  directors,  visited 
him,  and  received  the  full  amount  of  the  claim  in- 
cluding interest,  being  in  all  about  thirty-two 
thousand  dollars,  and  gave  Mr.  Baker  a full  dis- 
charge. 


Death  of  a Veteran.  The  Nashville  whig  notices 
Ihe  death  of  the  only  survivor  of  the  soldiers  of  the 
old  French  war,  as  it  is  called,  or  the  war  against 
the  French  in  Canada.  The  name  of  the  deceased 
was  John  Lusk;  he  was  born  on  Staten  Island,  New 
York,  on  the  5th  of  November  1734,  and  was  con- 
sequently nearly  one  hundred  and  lour  years  old 
when  he  died. 

Monument  to  Franklin.  The  Mobile  typographi- 
cal society  have  passed  a series  of  resolutions  re- 
commending 'he  erection  of  a public  memorial  to 
the  memory  of  Franklin  by  the  officers  of  the  Na- 
tional Typographical  Association,  and  urgently  re- 
questing that  body  to  correspond  with  the  different 
local  societies  throughout  the  union  for  the  purpose 
ol  eliciting  their  sentiments  upon  the  proposition. 
Tlie  resolutions  likewise  state  that  in  the  event  of 
the  approbation  of  this  project,  committees  will  be 
formed  to  collect  subscriptions  among  printers  only, 
to  carry  it  into  effect.  The  city  of  Washington  is 
recommended  as  the  suitable  spot  for  the  location 
of  the  monument. 

Imprisonment  Jor  debt.  This  relic  of  dark  ages 
will  shortly,  we  hope,  be  obliterated  from  the  sta- 
tutes of  every  state  in  the  union.  The  following 
excellent  resolution  on  the  subject  wa3  passed  at 
the  late  whig  convention  in  Vermont: 

Resolved,  That  the  law  authorizing  the  imprison- 
ment for  debt,  is  a violation  of  the  plainest  princi- 
ples of  justice- — that  it  is  a fruitful  source  of  crime 
and  oppression  ; that  it  is  opposed  to  the  genius 
of  our  institutions,  and  the  spirit  of  the  age  in 
which  we  live — and  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  go- 
vernment of  Vermont  immediately  to  abolish  it. 

The  New’  York  Star  states  that  Mr.  John  Jacob 
Astor  has  presented  $10,000  to  the  German  society 
of  that  city,  of  which  he  is  president.  The  fund  is 
to  be  employed  to  establish  an  agency  to  protect 
German  emigrants  against  imposition. 

Cheap  postage.  The  British  parliament  contem- 
plate a very  important  reform  in  the  English  post 
office  system,  by  which  the  postage  on  letters  to 
any  part  of  the  kingdom  is  to  be  reduced  to  one 
penny,  (tw:o  cents.)  In  a financial  point  of  view 
our  nation  is  not  uninterested  in  this  affair — the 
prospective  idea  of  at  least  sustaining  the  post  of- 
fice revenue  by  the  more  general  diffusion  ol  public 
information  The  details  of  the  project  will  short- 
ly he  published. 

Indiana.  Our  young  western  sister  is  gradually 
developing  her  mineral  strength.  We  learn  by  the 
Indianapolis  Journal  that,  “by  late  examinations 
between  Putnamville  and  the  lower  fails  ofEel  river, 
in  Pulnatn  county,  it  is  fully  ascertained  that  there 
are  inexhaustible  mines  of  rich  iron  ore  witl.in  two 
and  a half  to  four  miles  uf  the  falls,  with  every  re- 
quisite for  carrying  on  the  manufacture  of  iron  to 
any  extent  which  may  be  required.”  The  propiie- 
tors  are  about  erecting  suitable  w orks.  Coal  of  an 
excellent  quality,  and  in  abundant  qualities,  is  also 
found  convenient. 

The  state  geologist,  also,  has  recently  discovered 
in  Posey  county  an  extensive  bed  of  handsomely 
shaded  marble,  with  beautiful  variegated  veins  run- 
ning through  it,  fitting  it  for  ornamental  and  other 
work. 

Franking  public  documents.  As  congress  has  ad- 
journed, it  is  well  to  mark  some  of  their  “move- 
ments, doings,  and  so  on.”  Among  them  is  the 
franking  of  about  500  canvass  bags  of  public  docu- 
ments, averaging  70  pounds  each,  which  have  pass- 
ed through  the  New  Voile  city  post  office,  princi- 
pally for  that  state. 

Cost  of  court.  A civil  action  was  tried  at  Spring- 
field,  Mass.,  last  week,  which  occupied  the  time  of 
the  court  from  Monday  morning  until  Thursday 
afternoon.  The  subject  of  litigation  was  a cow, 
worth,  perhaps,  $20.  It  has  been  tried  sereral 
times,  and  the  costs  of  carrying  it  on  amount  to 
nearly  $1,000.  The  verdict  of  the  jury  was  for  the 
defendant. 

Silk.  The  West  Chester  silk  company,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, had  a sale  of  handkerchiefs,  manufac- 
tured from  their  own  silk,  on  Tuesday  last.  There 
werfi  35  in  number,  and  the  aggregate  proceeds 
were  $71  06.  They  were  knocked  off  in  quick 
time  at  from  $1  75  to  $3  a piece,  to  the  supporters 
of  domestic  industry. 

Sale  of  Durham  entile.  Mr.  C.  S.  Clarkson,  of 
this  city,  in  the  course  of  last  week,  sold  at  auc- 
tion, on  his  farm  in  the  neighborhood  of  Cincinnati, 
his  stock  of  Durham  cattle.  The  whole  amount  of 
the  sale  fell  but  a little  short  of  $28,000.  This  is 
believed  to  he  the  largest  sale  of  the  kind,  ever 
made  by  one  individual  in  the  United  States.  One 
fine  bull  sold  for  $1,450 — one  cow  sold  for  $975 — 
another  cow  and  calf,  for  $1,075 — another  cow 
$1,000 — a heifer,  a year  old,  sold  for  $850 — the 
balance  for  various  prices,  ranging  from  $37  1-2 
up  to  $809.  [ Cincinnati  Whig , 
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ADVANCE1. 

Treasury  notes.  Treasury  department,  August 
1,  1333.  Tne  whole  amount  of  treasury  notes  au- 
thorized by  the  act  of  October  12th,  1337,  having 
been  issued,  \ iz:  . . $10,000,000  00 

And  there  having  been  redeemed  of 

them  about  ....  7,100,000  00 
The  new  emissions  made  in  place  of 
those  under  the  act  of  May  12th, 
ld33,  have  been  . . . 5,0S6,5S2  81 


This  leaves  a balance  of  all  out- 
standing, equal  to  only  - $7,936,582  81 

Levi  Woodbury, 
Secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Death  of  commodore  Rodgers.  General  na- 
val order.  As  a mark  of  respect  to  the  memory  of 
commodore  John  Rodgers,  late  senior  officer  of  the 
navy  ut  the  United  States,  who  died  in  Philadelphia 
on  the  1st  instant,  the  flags  of  the  navy  yards,  sta- 
tions, and  vessels  ot  the  United  States  navy,  are  to 
be  iio.sted  half  mast,  and  thirteen  minute  guns  fired 
at  noon  on  tne  day  alter  the  receipt  of  this  order. 

Officers  ot  the  navy  and  marine  corps  are  to  wear 
crape  for  thirty  da)  s. 

J.  K.  Paulding. 

Navy  department , August  3,  1833. 

Naval  order.  All  officers  of  the  navy,  who  are 
attached  to  tile  U.  S.  naval  station,  at  Philadelphia, 
are  directed  to  attend  tile  funeral  of  the  late  com- 
modore John  Rodgers,  from  No.  260,  Walnut  street, 
this  aiternoon,  (3d,  inst.)  at  5 o’clock,  in  uniform. 

Co.u'dts  office,  U.  S.  Navy  Yard,  ) 

Pliilad.  2d  August,  1838.  ) 

Charles  Stewart, 
Commanding  officer  of  the  station. 

The  remains  of  commodore  Rodgers,  accompanied 
by  his  family,  will  arrive  in  this  city  to-day. 

Canada  frontier.  Gen.  Macomb,  commander- 

*in-chi£t  ot  the  United  States  ar.ny,  arrived  in  this 
village  on  Saturday  from  the  north,  and  leaves  to- 
day lor  the  Niaga.a  frontier.  We  are  happy  to  learn 
Jrom  him  that  the  disturbances  on  the  northern  line 
have  entirely  subsided;  and  though  a feeling  very 
naturally  exists  among  a great  proportion  of  our 
citizens  favorable  to  the  cause  of  freedom  abroad, 
as  Well  as  at  home,  a respect  for  our  laws,  and  a de- 
sire to  avoid  any  infraction  of  the  amicable  relations 
existing  between  our  own  and  the  British  govern- 
ment, will  prevent  any  interference  in  the  internal 
relations  of  the  Canadas. 

The  presence  ol  gen.  M.  within  a district  of  coun- 
try where  his  services  were  so  distinguished  and  im- 
portant during  the  last  war,  has  undoubtedly  pro- 
duced a very  salutary  influence;  and  we  have  no 
doubt  a similar  edect  will  result  from  his  visitation 
to  the  western  frontier. 

[ Saratoga  (Ar.  Y.)  Sentinel  of  July  31. 

Col.  Worth.  We  are  happy  to  perceive  that 
col.  Worth  has  been  assigned  by  government  to  the 
command  of  the  new  regiment  lor  the  defence  of 
the  frontier;  because  no  man  can  be  better  qualifi- 
ed lor  that  important  duty.  We  repeat,  however, 
at  the  same  time,  only  the  general  expression  of  re- 
gret that  he  will  be  necessarily  called  from  associa- 
tions to  which  he  is  endeared  by  so  many  and  such 
high  qualities.  The  Detroit  Free  Press  pays  a 
high  and  deserved  compliment  to  col.  Worth;  than 
whom  the  service  does  not  know  a more  brave, 
chivairic  and  capable  officer.  He  has  already  taken 
his  departue  tor  the  frontier.  [ Albany  Argus. 

State  of  trade.  The  New  York  Gazette  of 
Wednesday,  says:  Since  it  was  settled  by  the  late 
bank  convention  that  a general  resumption  of  specie 
payments  should  take  place  on  the  13th  of  this 
month,  a large  number  of  merchants  from  Virginia 
and  other  southern  states  have  made  their  appear- 
ance in  our  market,  who  had  not  been  this  way  on 
business  before  since  the  suspension  in  1837,  in 
consequence  of  the  depreciation  of  southern  ex- 
changes. They  are  buying  pretty  freely  of  goods, 
and  there  is  a fair  prospect  of  a large  fall  business, 
as  the  south  and  west  are  very  bare  of  goods,  and 
may  soon  be  expected  to  be  in  as  wholesome  a state 
as  they  were  two  years  a“-o. 
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From  the  N.  V.  Express,  August  1.  Stocks  have 
all  gone  up  to-day.  Not  only  the  speculative  stocks, 
but  also  all  solid  stocks  stand  better.  The  cause 
of  this  advance  is  owing  to  the  prevailing  sentiment 
that  a better  state  of  things  is  fast  approaching. 
First  there  is  a general  desire  to  get  hold  of  Biddle’s 
bonds — next  government  securities.  As  these  begin 
to  disappear  and  become  scarce,  loans  on  stocks  are 
desirable. 

At  present  it  is  not  a difficult  thing  to  obtain  any 
sum  on  stocks  at  6 per  cent,  at  a brokerage;  as  this 
description  of  securities  become  scarce,  good  busi- 
ness notes  at  5 a 6 per  cent  per  annum  will  begin  to 
b?  in  securities,  money  will  be  readily  obtained  on 
bond  and  mortgage.  The  instant  this  period  ar- 
rives, there  will  a new  spring  to  business.  Builders 
and  real  estate  holders  will  obtain  the  means  lor 
setting  mechanics  in  motion;  all  in  good  time  we 
may  expect  that  there  will  be  a general  improve- 
ment in  all  departments  of  trade  ami  business. 

Trade  in  Philadelphia.  The  Philadelphia  Herald 
of  Thursday  says: 

A number  of  merchants  from  the  south  have  ar- 
rived to  purchase  goods,  and  there  is  a prospect,  we 
are  happy  to  say,  of  a fair  business  being  done  by 
our  merchants  this  season. 

Trade  in  Baltimore.  Merchants  from  the  south 
and  west  are  in  our  market,  making  thrir  pur- 
chases lor  the  ensuing  fall  and  winter  business. 
The  indications  of  an  active  trade  are  quite  promis- 
ing. During  the  past  six  months,  Baltimore  has 
done  an  unusually  extensive  business  in  the  grocery 
branch — larger,  in  fact,  than  she  has  done  for  a num- 
ber of  years  past.  We  need  scarcely  add  that  her 
merchants  iu  that  and  in  the  other  branches  of  trade, 
are  ready  to  supply  the  w ants  of  their  friends  in  the 
interior  on  the  same  advantageous  terms  which  they 
have  heretofore  offered.  [Balt.  American. 

New  Orleans,  July  22.  We  may  r.ow  be  said  to 
be  on  our  summer  establishment.  Things  have  set- 
tled down  into  the  dullness  and  monotony  of  the  sick- 
ly season.  Transactions  are  light  and  confined  prin- 
cipally to  the  retail  trade.  Indeed  business  of  ali 
kinds  is  very  much  curtailed.  The  undertaker,  and 
even  the  sexton  has  less  to  do  than  usual.  The  most 
industrious  portion  of  the  community  are  the  labor- 
ers in  the  employment  of  the  second  municipality, 
who  make  rapid  progress  in  the  pavement  of  our 
streets,  apparently  regardless  ol  the  hot  sun  that 
burns  upon  them  from  morning  to  night.  The  fideli- 
ty with  which  this  hardy  class  of  citizens  slick  to 
their  work,  during  all  seasons,  is  admirable,  and  might 
be  held  up  as  an  example  to  many  of  higher  preten- 
sions, who  reap  during  harvest  time,  but  when  pain, 
sickness  and  death  stalk  over  the  field,  are  lound 
among  the  missing.  We  have  noticed  also  that  a great 
deal  of  activity  prevails  among  the  mechanics.  A great 
number  of  houses  is  going  up  in  different  parts  ot  the 
city,  which  keeps  a multitude  of  carpenters,  brick- 
layers. tkc.  &c.  employed.  On  the  levee  of  course, 
a manifest  change  has  taken  place.  The  hum  of 
business  is  silenced.  The  squadron  ol  drays  that 
formerly  dashed  along  so  furiously,  dwindled  down 
to  a few  teams.  The  steam  boat  wharves  are  nearly 
empty.  A few  black  chimneys  rise  solitary  from 
the  water’s  edge,  furlongs  a pirt,  where  a mouth  ago, 
they  stood  close  and  thick  as  the  brick  chimnies 
along  our  streets.  The  quantity  of  shipping  is  also 
rapidly  diminishing,  and  many  days  will  not  elapse, 
ere  our  fleet  of  steam  and  canvass  will  be  reduced 
to  some  dozen  or  twenty  vpssels,  scattered  along  the 
margin  of  the  stream  for  a distance  of  several  miles. 

[Bulletin. 

Messrs.  Maury  and  Camtbell.  From  the 
Baltimore  American.  Baltimore,  July  19,  1838. 

Gentlemen:  In  your  paper  of inst.  I per- 

ceive that  you  have  copied  Irotn  the  Washington 
correspondent  of  the  New  York  American  an  ac- 
count of  the  unfortunate  collision  which  took  place 
in  the  house  of  representatives  on  Sunday  morning, 
8th  inst.  between  Messrs.  Campbell  and  Maurv,  ol 
Tennessee.  As  that  statement  is  w holly  erroneous, 
and  does  great  injustice  to  both  the  gentlemen,  but 
especially  to  col.  Maury,  I take  the  liberty  ot  briefly 
stating  the  facts  as  related  to  me  by  the  hon.  J.  L. 
Williams,  of  Tennessee,  who  witnessed  the  whole 
occurrence. 

Col.  Maury  was  one  of  a large  number  of  mem- 
bers who  absented  themselves  from  the  house  be- 


tween 3 and  -4  o’clock  on  Sunday  morning  (suppos- 
ing all  tile  important  business  to  be  closed,)  and 
were  brought  back  again  by  the  sergeant  at-arms. 

After  the  adjournment,  about  8 o’clock,  Mr.  Camp- 
bell joined  Messrs.  Williams  and  Maury,  who  were 
conversing  in  a w indow  of  the  lobby  of  the  house. 
The  two  former  were  disposed  to  make  merry  at 
the  proceedings  of  the  house,  but  col.  Maury  made 
some  pretty  severe  remarks  upon  the  conduct  of  the 
members  present  in  regard  to  the  absentees.  These 
se acral  remarks,  it  appears,  were  applied  personally 
by  Mr.  Campbell,  and  in  the  irritation  of  the  mo- 
ment he  made  an  assault  upon  col.  Mamy.  There 
were  no  epithets  exchanged  between  them  what- 
ever, the  statement  of  the  correspondent  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding.  The  best  feeling  existed 
between  the  parties  before  the  collision,  and  shortly 
alter  it  Mr.  C.  called  upon  col.  Maury  at  his  room, 
made  all  due  apologies,  and  attended  upon  him  assi- 
duously during  the  day. 

Thus  it  appear  that  this  little  occurrence,  which 
has  been  magnified  into  an  enormous  affair.  was  the 
result  of  an  accidental  misunderstanding  operating 
upon  nerves  rendered  peculiarly  sensitive  by  a 
most  wearying  and  irritating  session.  It  might 
have  happened  to  any  onp;  arid  it  is  known  that 
such  occurrences  are  totally  repugnant  ta  the  cha- 
racter of  cither  gentleman.  A Tennesseean. 

Gen.  George  McDuffie  (late  governor  o' South 
Carolina,  but  better  known  as  a distinguished  repre- 
sentative in  congress  from  thatstate,)  passed  through 
this  city  yesterday  morning  on  his  way  to  take  pas- 
sage at  New  York  tor  Europe.  We  are  very  sorry 
to  h-arn  that  his  health  is  not  as  good  as  his  friends 
could  wish.  [Nut.  Intel,  of  yesterday. 

Commodore  Porter  arrived  at  his  residence  in 
Chester.  Pa,  on  Monday,  the  23d  u It.,  and  was 
warmly  welcomed  bv  his  friends  and  neighbors.  It 
is  said  that  alter  remaining  a short  time  with  his  fa- 
mily he  w'iil  return  to  Constantinople  to  resume  the 
duties  of  his  station  as  charge  d’atfaires. 

Gen.  Wool  and  governor  Kent  have  returned  to 
Bangor,  having  completed  their  reconnoisance  of  the 
noith  eastern  frontier. 

United  States  Bank  Bonds.  The  Philadel- 
phia National  Gazette  of  Monday  afternoon  says 

It  is  rumored  that  the  bond  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States,  due  in  1839,  tor  two  millions  ol  dol- 
lars, has  been  sold  by  the  tieasury  department,  at 
par,  to  Chailes  Macalister,  esq.,  of  this  city. 

The  foregoing  paragraph  is  copied  into  the  U. 
S.  Gazette  of  Tuesday  morning,  with  the  following 
remarks: 

The  above  rumor,  we  are  happy  to  say,  is  well 
founded.  The  same  offer  was  made  for  the  bond 
due  in  1840,  for  a like  amount,  but  declined,  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  not  having  decided  that 
the  public  exigencies  will  require  its  sale. 

Thp  purchase,  we  understand,  is  for  account  of 
the  United  States  Bank.  We  also  understand  that 
Mr.  Macalister  has  effected  a negotiation  by  which 
the  third  bond  for  two  millions  of  dollars,  will  be 
liquidated  in  a manner  equally  acceptable  to  the 
government  and  to  the  bank. 

We  are  truly  gratified  to  hear  of  these  arrange- 
ments. We  hope,  and,  indeed,  cannot  doubt,  that 
they  are  indicative  of  a better  understanding  be- 
tween the  contracting  parties;  and  we  congratulate 
the  country  upon  this  event,  w hich  we  consider  as 
equally  creditable  to  the  administration  and  to  the 
bank,  and  which  cannot  fail  to  have  a beneficial  in- 
fluence upon  all  the  business  relations  of  the  uninon. 

Banks,  currency.  &e.  The  directors  of  the 
bank  of  the  state  of  North  Carolina  announced  in 
the  Raleigh  Register  of  the  23d  ult.  that  their 
bank  and  its  branches  would,  on  the  1st  of  August 
next,  resume  the  payment  of  their  respective  lia- 
bilities in  specie. 

Small  bills.  We  learn  that  the  small  bills  of  all 
the  banks  in  Maryland,  are  received  at  the  respec- 
tive banks  in  Baltimore,  and  will  continue  to  be  re- 
ceived as  usual. 

Bank  of  Tennessee.  The  Nashville  Union  of  the 
13th  ult.  says  this  institution  has  determined  to  re- 
ceive the  paper  of  all  the  Tennessee  banks  on  de- 
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posite,  in  payment  of  debts,  and  for  eastern  ex- 
change. This  will  be  a great  convenience  to  the 
trading  comipunity,  as  the  rule  at  our  other  banks 
has  been  to  receive  none  but  their  own  notes  in 
payment  for  checks  or  drafts  on  the  eastern  cities. 
The  course  of  the  bank  of  Tennessee  will  proba- 
bly be  followed  by  the  other  banks,  which  will 
tend  materially  to  elevate  the  character  of  our  pa- 
per, and  to  remove  some  of  the  difficulties  attend- 
ing the  procurement  of  remittances. 

The  Nashville  Whig  contains  a letter  from  a 
correspondent  at  Brandon,  Miss.,  under  the  12th 
July,  in  which,  speaking  of  the  Brandon  Bank,  he 
says — 

Its  circulation  is  very  little  over  three  millions, 
and  in  90  days  from  this  time  it  will  have  a 7nillion 
of  specie  in  its  vaults.  It  will  be  in  a condition  to 
resume  specie  payments  as  soon  as  any  bank  in 
Mississippi.  Its  debts  are  secured  by  the  best  se- 
curities in  the  state,  and  in  short  it  is  sustained  by 
the  most  solvent  planters  this  country  holds.  Ow- 
ing to  the  course  other  banks  have  pursued  in  this 
state  in  refusing  to  receive  its  paper  on  deposite,  it 
has  greatly  depreciated,  and  a re-action  will  take 
place  in  a very  short  time,  which  will  place  the 
paper  of  this  institution  equal  to  any  in  Missis- 
sippi. 

The  new  Exchange  Bank  of  Virginia,  it  will  be 
seen  by  the  annexed  paragraph  from  the  Norfolk 
Herald,  of  the  27th  ult.,  is  about  to  go  into  opera- 
tion at  Norfolk,  with  literally  a golden  capital. 

The  Exchange  bank  of  Virginia.  It  affords  us 
pleasure  to  state  that  Wright  Southgate,  Esq., 
cashier  of  this  institution,  arrived  in  the  Baltimore 
boat  yesterday  morning,  bringing  with  him  the 
amount,  in  gold,  of  about  $433,000,  the  proceeds 
of  the  treasury  drafts  held  by  the  Pennsylvania 
bank  of  the  United  States  to  the  credit  of  the  Ex- 
change bank. 

As  more  than  the  amount  of  specie  required  by 
law  to  be  held  in  its  vaults  prior  to  commencing 
operations,  is  now  received,  we  may  anticipate  the 
issue  of  the  proclamation  of  the  governor  as  soon 
as  the  facts  are  officially  communicated  to  him; 
and  the  bank  will  then  assume  its  duties  as  an  of- 
fice of  discount  and  deposite. 

New  York  money  market.  The  Express  of  Mon- 
day, 2 P.  M.,  says — 

It  will  be  seen  that  stocks  are  firm,  but  without 
material  change.  There  is  a general  impression 
that  money  will  become  very  abundant.  Indeed 
at  the  present  time  it  is  difficult  for  capitalists  to 
employ  their  capital.  Business  paper  is  not  to  be 
had,  and  United  States  bond  are  becoming  scarce. 

The  New  York  Express  of  Tuesday,  2 P.  M. 
has  the  following  items: 

It  is  said  that  the  United  States  branch  will  file 
their  necessary  papers  for  organizing  of  business 
to-morrow,  and  will  immediately  proceed  to  trans- 
acting business. 

This  is  packet  day,  and  the  rate  of  exchange  was 
fixed  at  107  1-2  per  cent,  on  London,  and  527  1-2 
on  Paris.  But  a moderate  amount  of  bills  were 
sold;  buyers  are  holding  off  for  the  steam  ship. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  many  intelligent  men  that 
banking  in  this  country  will  undergo  a very  consi- 
derable change.  Hitherto  the  legislature  of  every 
state  in  the  union  has  been  beset  for  acts  of  incor- 
poration authorizing  banking.  The  numberalready 
granted  exceeds  one  thousand.  The  late  law  of  the 
state  of  New  York  has  placed  the  matter,  in  this 
state,  under  one  general  law.  The  whole  matter 
therefore  is  beyond  the  reach  of  political  or  other 
favorites, — all  are  now  equally  at  liberty  to  bank, 
provided  they  conform  to  provisions  of  the  law. 
The  principles  of  the  scheme  were  well  understood 
and  forcibly  argued  by  many  leading  and  intelligent 
men.  Yet  it  is  exceedingly  doubtful  whether  this 
great  revolution  in  banking  could  have  been  brought 
about  this  year,  had  it  not  been  for  an  accident,  al- 
together unlooked  for,  and  not  connected  with  the 
subject. 

While  the  measure  was  before  the  legislature  the 
exposure  of  the  usurious  conduct  of  the  Phenix 
Bank,  as  made  public  in  this  journal,  was  brought 
before  them  which  decided  the  whole  matter.  The 
members,  many  of  them  who  were  in  doubt,  decided 
at  once  to  throw  the  whole  matter  open  to  the  public, 
— whatever  was  the  cause  of  its  final  passage,  it  is 
now  the  law  of  the  state,  and  under  its  provisions, 
three  large  companies  are  about  to  go  into  operation 
in  this  city,  and  others  in  different  parts  of  the  state. 
There  is  now  an  end  to  all  application  to  the  legis- 
lature for  new  charters,  and  hereafter  all  capital  to 
be  employed  in  banking  must  be  under  the  new 
law. 

The  leading  principles  of  one  of  the  new  com- 
panies is,  to  found  it  on  trust  property — principally 
on  real  estate.  A false  notion  is  entertained  by 
many,  that  they  intend  to  bank  on  real  estate.  Not 


so; — the  strength,  solvency  and  power  of  the  estab- 
lishment is  founded  on  real  estate;  that  is,  they  in- 
tend to  build  up  a credit  sufficiently  strong  to  enable 
them  to  issue  bonds  that  will  command  a ready  sale 
in  European  markets.  The  money  realized  on 
these  bonds  they  will  invest  in  this  country  on  bonds 
and  mortgages  at  7 per  cent.;  or  in  other  words 
will  borrow  money  in  England  at  4 and  5 per  cent., 
and  lend  it  here  at  6 and  7 per  cent.  This  is  now 
done  to  an  immense  extent  by  trust  companies  ex- 
isting by  special  act  of  the  legislature;  and  if  it  can 
be  done  to  advantage  by  companies  having  two  mil- 
lions capital,  it  surely  may  be  done  by  other  com- 
panies, if  equally  well  managed,  with  larger  capi- 
tals. 

If  the  experiment  should  answer  in  this  state,  it 
is  not  only  probably,  but  almost  certain,  that  the 
example  will  be  followed  by  most  or  all  of  the  other 
states.  Whatever  changes  there  may  be  in  the 
mode  of  banking  and  in  its  principles,  there  will  be 
none  in  the  circulating  medium  of  the  country. 
The  local  incorporated  institutions,  scattered  as 
they  are  over  the  great  extent  of  our  country,  will 
issue  the  great  circulating  medium,  the  present 
bank  notes  of  the  country.  These  institutions, 
therefore,  enjoying  the  whole  circulation,  will  con- 
tinue, where  they  are  well  conducted,  to  be  as  pro- 
fitable as  ever. 

From  Florida.  We  learn  from  the  “Globe”  of 
Tuesday  night,  that  recent  despatches  received 
from  the  commanding  general  in  Florida,  of  July 
13th,  at  the'office  of  the  adjutant  general,  advise  the 
department  of  the  measures  which  have  been  re- 
cently taken  for  the  effectual  defence  of  the  neigh- 
borhood of  the  Okefenokee  swamp. 

General  Taylor  states,  in  his  report,  that  he  shall 
“establish  a post  near  the  mouth  of  the  Shwanon- 
chee  river,  to  be  occupied  by  one  company  of  dra- 
goons and  one  of  infantry,  and  that  he  shall  locate 
another  company  of  infantry  between  that  and 
Traders’  Hill,  on  the  St.  Mary’s  river.  One  com- 
pany of  dragoons  has  been  ordered  to  the  opposite 
side  of  Okefonokee  swamp,  in  the  vicinity  of  Wares- 
boro.  Major  Dearborn  will  select  positions  for  the 
two  latter.  These  four  companies  general  Taylor 
believes  will,  with  the  addition  of  one  of  militia, 
just  organized  along  the  Florida  and  Georgia  line, 
be  sufficient  to  give  ample  protection  to  the  inhabi- 
tants in  the  vicinity  of  the  swamp,  as  long  as  they 
can  occupy  the  country.  If  they  should  not,  how- 
ever, major  Dearborn  is  empowered  to  muster  into 
the  service  such  additional  companies  of  militia  as 
he  may  think  proper. 

The  five  companies  referred  to,  as  well  as  any 
that  may  be  called  into  service,  are  placed  under 
the  command  of  captain  B.  L.  Beall,  second  dra- 
goons. 

General  Taylor  further  states  that  a depot  of  pro- 
visions, &c.  has  been  established  at  Traders’  Hill, 
to  be  furnished  from  Black  creek.  Captain  Waite, 
acting  quartermaster,  has  been  ordered  to  that  place, 
to  take  steps  necessary  for  supplying  the  post  around 
the  Okefonokee,  as  well  as  the  troops  which  may 
be  called  into  service  in  that  quarter. 

From  the  best  information  he  could  obtain,  gen. 
Taylor  believes  that  there  are  not  more  than  forty 
or  fifty  Indian  warriors  in  the  swamp,  and  they  are 
probably  refugee  Creeks  from  the  emigrating  tribe 
of  that  name. 

The  Tallahassee  “Floridian”  of  the  21st  ult., 
contains  the  following: 

The  Seminoles.  Our  latest  accounts  from  the 
frontiers  state  that  the  Indians,  apparently  feeling- 
insecure  in  their  former  retreats,  are  generally  ma- 
king their  way  north,  and  concentrating  in  the  Oke- 
fonokee swamp  in  Georgia.  Several  depredations, 
and  one  or  two  murders,  have  been  committed  in 
that  vicinity.  General  Taylor  is  making  arrange- 
ments to  prevent  their  escape  again  into  Florida, 
and  has  established  posts  on  the  borders  of  the 
swamp.  We  have  heard  it  stated  that  gen.  Floyd, 
has  been  placed  in  command  of  a regiment  of  Geor- 
gians to  dislodge  the  enemy  from  the  swamp.  From 
the  character  of  the  Georgia  troops,  under  such  an 
experienced  officer  as  general  Floyd,  we  have  strong 
hopes  that  something  decisive  will  be  the  result  of 
this  expedition.  The  country  is  said  to  be  healthy, 
and  the  season  propitious  for  the  campaign. 

The  citizens  of  Columbia  county,  we  are  inform- 
ed by  colonel  Brown,  have  generally  left  their 
homes  and  plantations,  in  consequence  of  the  fre- 
quent appearance  of  the  Indians. 

The  suprmme  court.  It  is  probably  not  known 
to  most  of  our  readers — for  until  yesterday  it  was 
not  known  to  us — that  there  is  a rule  term  of  the 
supreme  court  held,  according  to  law,  at  the  court 
room  in  the  capitol  annually  on  the  first  Monday  in 
August.  At  this  court  it  is  made  the  business  of 
the  circuit  judge  for  the  fourth  judicial  district  to 


attend.  For  many  years  past,  the  business  of  this 
court  has  been  entirely  pro  forma,  requiring  neither 
argument  by  counsel,  nor  decision  by  the  court;  and 
the  attendance  of  the  judge  has  not  always  been 
deemed  necessary.  We  understand,  however,  that 
chief  justice  Taney,  now  judge  of  the  fourth  cir- 
cuit will  be  on  the  bench  on  Monday  next,  the 
term  day;  and  that  the  highly  interesting  case  of 
the  removal  from  office,  avowedly  without  cause, 
of  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  for  the  District  of 
Louisiana,  will  come  before  him,  upon  a motion  to 
show  cause  why  a writ  of  mandamus  should  not 
issue  to  that  court  to  restore  the  old  clerk  to  the 
discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  office.  [Nat.  Intel. 

Arrival  of  the  Constitution.  The  United 
States  frigate  Constitution,  commodore  Elliot,  ar- 
rived in  Hampton  Rhodes  on  Tuesday,  from  the 
Mediterranean,  and  28  days  from  Madeira. 

List  of  officers  of  the  Constitution. 

Com.  J.  D.  Elliot,  commander-in-chief. 

Wm.Boerum,  esq.,  comfnander. 

1st  lieut.  Oscar  Bullus. 

2d  do  Charles  H.  McBlair. 

3d  do  Henry  A.  Steele. 

4th  do  Henry  Darcantel. 

5th  do  Percival  Drayton. 

6th  do  Bushrod  W.  Hunter. 

Acting  master,  Wm.  J.  Muse. 

2d  do  do  Wm.  S.  Ringgold. 

Fleet  surgeon,  B.  Washington. 

Surgeon,  Samuel  Barrington. 

Purser,  J.  N.  Hambleton. 

Lieutenant  of  marines,  J.  L.  C.  Hardy. 

Commodore’s  secretary,  Thomas  Wells. 

Assistant  surgeon,  D.  C.  McLeod. 

Passed  midshipmen,  E.  Middleton,  D.  F.Dulany, 

Midshipmen,  J.  B.  Carter,  E.  C.  Anderson,  A. 
H.  Jenkins,  E.  E.  Rogers,  C.  E.  Fleming,  Charles 
Wager,  W.C.  B.  F.  Porter. 

Boatswain,  Robert  Whitaker. 

Gunner,  Thomas  Riley. 

Carpenter,  Francis  Sague. 

Sailmaker,  N.  C.  L’Hommedieu. 

Passengers,  passed  midshipman  James  L.  Heap, 
and  Mr.  H.  H.  Kuhn,  Mahon. 

Death  of  judge  Bruyn.  The  Albany  Argus 
announces  the  death,  by  consumption,  of  the  hon. 
Audrew  D.  W.  Bruyn,  memher  of  congress  from 
the  district  composed  of  Tioga  and  Tomkins  coun- 
ties, in  this  state.  Judge  B.  was  a friend  of  the 
national  and  state  administration.  “He  has  filled” 
says  the  Argus,  “several  official  stations  with  high 
credit  to  himself,  and  advantageously  to  the  public 
interests;  and  in  all  his  relations,  as  a citizen,  in 
judicial  or  legislative  life,  and  among  his  family  and 
friends,  he  was  greatly  esteemed  for  his  personal 
worth,  and  for  an  exemplary  rectitude  of  life  and 
character.”  [ Journal  of  Commerce. 

From  Canada.  Col.  Moreau  was  tried  by  jury 
at  Niagara,  convicted  and  sentenced  to  be  hung  on 
the  30th  August,  when  30  more  will  be  tried. 

George  Cooley,  an  American,  was  tried  and  con- 
victed of  treason. 

The  Montreal  papers  contradict  the  report  that 
lord  Durham  had  declared  himself  in  favor  of  a 
union  of  the  province. 

It  is  said  that  lord  Durham  has  recommended  the 
British  government  to  loan  250,000Z.  to  the  Wel- 
lend  canal,  and  2-50,000Z.  for  the  improvement  of 
the  St.  Lawrence.  A regiment  of  Highlanders  ar- 
rived at  Quebec  on  the  24th;  they  appeared  in  their 
national  uniform,  and  attracted  considerable  at- 
tention. 

Navy  Island.  A corps  of  Woodcutters  is  now 
busily  engaged  in  clearing  Navy  Island  of  its  tim- 
ber. This  is  done  we  presume,  in  order  to  prevent 
trouble  which  might  arise  from  its  future  occupa- 
tion by  a hostile  or  insurgent  force.  The  island  is 
one  of  the  most  beautiful  in  the  river,  and  would 
make  a most  delightful  farm,  being  easy  of  access, 
of  surpassing  fertility,  and  commanding  a view  not 
exceeded  in  grandeur  by  any  in  the  world.  It 
covers  an  area  of  about  300  acres,  and  could  have 
been  purchased  of  the  British  government  last 
year  fora  mere  song,  but  now  probably  could  not 
be  bought  at  any  price.  [ Buffalo  Com.  Mv. 

From  Buenos  Ayres.  Advices  to  the  3d  of 
June  were  received  at  New  York  on  Tuesday,  by 
the  arrival  of  the  ship  Nile.  General  Alvear,  Beu- 
nos  Ayrean  Minister  to  the  United  States,  came 
passenger  in  the  Nile.  Captain  Hepburn  informs 
us  that  governor  Rosas  had  called  a special  session' 
of  congress  to  take  into  consideration  the  subject  of 
their  differences  with  France,  and  the  blockade  of 
the  port  by  a French  squadron.  It  was  the  prevail- 
ing opinion  when  he  left,  that  congress  would  re- 
commend an  immediate  declaration  of  war. 
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It  was  generally  believed  at  Buenos  Ayers  that 
a declaration  of  war  against  France  would  follow. 
The  Nile  has  brought  out  as  passengers,  gen.  Al- 
vear,  minister  plenipotentiary  from  Buenos  Ayres 
to  the  United  States,  and  his  son. 

By  way  of  inducement  to  foreigners  to  run  the 
hazard  of  the  blockade,  a reduction  of  duties,  equal 
to  33  1-3  per  cent.,  has  been  declared  on  all  goods 
imported  either  by  land  or  water. 

From  Mexico.  The  United  States  sloop  war 
Vandalia  has  arrived  at  Pensacola  from  a cruise  of 
seventy-four  days  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and  on  the 
coast  of  Texas,  having  visited  VeraCruz, Tampico, 
Matamoras,  and  Galveston. 

The  ports  of  Mexico  were  very  closely  watched 
by  the  French  cruisers.  The  contemplated  attack 
on  the  castle  of  San  Juan  de  Ulloa  has  for  the  pre- 
sent been  abandoned,  the  baron  Defaudis,  the 
French  minister,  having  sailed  for  France.  Ves- 
sels from  the  United  States  and  Cuba  will  not  be 
warned  ofF  before  being  subject  to  capture,  a suffi- 
cient time  having  elapsed  for  the  blockade  to  be- 
come known. 

Commodore  Bazoele,  in  the  frigate  L’Herminee, 
is  at  anchor  under  the  island  of  Sacrificios;  and  one 
brig  and  two  schooners,  and  the  frigate’s  launches, 
are  cruising  close  in  with  the  shoals,  and  frequently 
within  musket-shot  of  the  castle.  One  brig  is  off 
Alvarado,  which  port  was  opened  on  the  18th  of 
May  by  the  Mexican  government.  The  cruisers 
off'  Tampico  and  Matamoras  lay  at  anchor  close  in 
with  the  harbor,  and  other  vessels  are  cruising  along 
the  coast  between  these  ports. 

All  appeared  quiet  in  Texas.  The  British  pack- 
et, which  sailed  trora  Vera  Cruz  on  the  27th  of 
May,  had  been  detained  a week  after  the  regular 
day  of  sailing,  at  the  request  of  the  Mexican  go- 
vernment, for  the  purpose  of  taking  out  a request 
to  the  British  government  to  become  mediator  be- 
tween the  French  and  Mexican  governments.  The 
best  feelings  have  thus  far  been  kept  up  be- 
tween the  French  squadron  and  our  own.  While 
the  Vandalia  lay  under  Sacrificios,  the  French  and 
American  officers  were  in  the  constant  reciproca- 
tion of  services  and  courtesies.  [/V.  O.  Bulletin. 

The  Washington  Globe  states  that  information 
has  reached  the  department  of  state,  of  a decree 
having  been  issued  by  the  Mexican  government  on 
the  17th  of  May  last,  opening  to  foreign  commerce 
the  ports  of  Alvarado,  Puxpan,  Cabo  Rojo,  Soto  la 
Marina,  and  Isla  del  Carmen,  on  the  Gulf  of  Mex- 
ico; and  Huatulco  and  Manzanillo  on  the  Pacific; 
the  former  from  the  15th  of  June,  and  the  latter 
from  the  15th  of  July. 

Chili.  From,  the  Globe  of  Wednesday  night.  In- 
formation has  reached  the  department  of  state,  from 
the  charge  d’affaires  of  the  United  States  at  Santiago 
de  Chile,  of  the  Chilean  government  having  decreed 
the  blockade  of  the  ports  of  Callao,  Chorillas,  and 
Ancon,  from  the  18th  of  April  last.  The  com- 
mencement of  the  blockade  was  subsequently  put 
off-  to  the  25th,  and  on  the  19th,  five  Chilean  ves- 
sels of  war  sailed  from  Valparaiso,  for  the  purpose 
of  carrying  the  decree  into  effect. 

From  Texas.  The  editors  of  the  New  Orleans 
Commercial  Bulletin  have  received  Texas  papers 
to  the  20th  ult.  Things  remained  quiet,  and  no  im- 
portant event  had  transpired  in  the  country.  The 
newspapers  were  chiefly  occupied  in  canvassing 
the  merits  of  the  respective  candidates  for  the  pre- 
sidency and  vice  presidency.  The  death  of  the 
hon.  James  Collingsworth,  chief  justice  of  Texas, 
is  mentioned.  The  bar  had  a meeting  at  Houston, 
to  express  their  esteem  for  his  character,  and  re- 
gret for  the  bereavement  the  public  sustained  by 
his  decease. 

The  Mexicans,  driven  by  stress  of  blockade,  have 
taken  possession  of  Corpus  Christi,  where  goods 
and  supplies  are  landed  and  forwarded  to  the  inte- 
rior. In  consequence  of  this  intelligence,  an  ex- 
press had  been  forwarded  to  the  president  at  Na- 
cogdoches. In  taking  possession  of  this  place,  the 
Mexicans  will,  to  some  extent,  evade  the  blockade 
of  their  ports  by  France.  The  Texans  appear  to 
be  very  much  exasperated  at  this  renewal  of  hos- 
tilities, and  talk  loudly  of  marching  to  Metamoras. 
Public  meetings  had  been  held  at  Brazoria  and 
Matagorda,  where  resolutions  were  passed  to  raise 
a volunteer  force  to  be  forthwith  put  in  motion 
against  Metamoras,  should  the  policy  of  the  govern- 
ment not  be  adverse  to  the  proposed  measure. 
The  feelings  of  the  people  have  been  greatly  irrita- 
ted, by  depredations  committed  on  the  frontier  by 
the  Mexicans.  A company  of  two  hundred  recent- 
ly entered  Goliad,  and  stole  all  the  horses  and 
mules  about  the  place.  On  their  retreat  they  over- 
took seven  wagons,  loaded  with  merchandize,  which 


they  pillaged,  killingone  driver  and  wounding  ano- 
ther. The  value  of  the  goods  amounted  to  several 
thousand  dollars.  President  Houston  is  severely 
censured  for  his  supineness.  Congress  had  appro- 
priated $50,000  for  the  equipment  and  sustenance  of 
a body  of  cavalry;  but  the  first  dragoon  has  not  been 
enlisted  for  the  protection  of  the  frontier.  It  is 
stated,  also,  that  the  Camanchees  are  becoming 
hostile,  having  killed  a Mr.  Campbell  on  the  Rio 
Frio  and  stolen  a number  of  horses  from  the  Ran- 
cheros,  near  Bexar.  Two  or  three  parties  of  traders 
who  left  that  place  several  weeks  since  for  the  Ca- 
manchee  villages  have  not  returned  since,  and  many 
suppose  that  they  have  been  killed  or  made  pri- 
soners. 

Havana.  The  following  letter  is  published  in  a 
Charleston,  S.  C.  paper: 

Havana,  July  14.  Of  course  ere  this  you  are 
aware  of  Tacon  having  left  us;  he  has  been  suc- 
ceeded in  the  governorship  of  the  island  by  Espe- 
lita,  a fine  man,  but  without  the  firmness  of  the 
former.  However,  things  go  on  pretty  well.  We 
shall  shortly  have  all  the  church  property  put  up 
for  sale.  Commissioners  are  now  arranging  the 
affairs  of  our  old  friars,  in  a way  not  at  all  satis- 
factory to  those  pious  men. 

The  necessities  of  the  government  at  Madrid,  for 
the  extraordinary  expenses  of  the  civil  war,  have 
compelled  them  to  levy  a subsidy  on  this  island,  for 
$2,500,000,  but  how  it  is  to  be  raised  is  not  yet  de- 
termined, meanwhile  drafts  for  the  whole  amount 
have  been  sold  to  Rothschild  & Son,  London,  by 
the  treasury  of  Madrid,  on  the  treasury  of  this 
place,  but  alas  the  money  as  yet  is  “non  est  inven- 
tus.” The  intendant  here,  in  order  to  meet  them, 
has  tried  to  raise  a public  loan,  offering  thirteen 
per  centum  per  annum  interest,  and  giving  as  gua- 
rantee, the  capital  of  the  Bank  of  Juan  Fernandes 
and  other  security;  but  there  is  no  public  confi- 
dence, and  he  found  that  in  all  the  island  he  could 
not  get  offers  for  more  than  $20,000  even  on  these 
conditions;  the  consequence  is  money  is  scarce 
with  the  government,  and  the  progress  of  the  rail 
road  is  stopped,  and  contractors  and  agents,  who 
have  been  expressly  sent  for  from  England,  are 
turned  adrift  without  a moment’s  warning. 

The  editor  of  the  Charleston  Mercury  has  re- 
ceived the  following  account  of  the  celebration  of 
the  late  anniversary  by  the  American  residents  at 
Havana. 

Havana,  4 th  July,  1S3S. 

Pursuant  to  previous  arrangements,  the  Ameri- 
can residents  in  the  city  of  Havana,  met  to  cele- 
brate the  anniversary  of  their  nationallndependence, 
and  partook  of  a dinner  prepared  for  the  occasion 
by  Mr.  Butts  of  the  Union  hotel. 

The  meeting  was  organized  by  choosing  the  fol- 
lowing gentlemen  as  officers: 

Col.  O.  H.  Throop,  president. 

Dr.  E.  D.  G.  Bumstead,  1st  vice  president. 

M.  Ant’o.  Herrera,  2d  vice  president. 

H.  A.  Gibson,  secretary. 

After  a short,  but  pithy  address  from  the  presi- 
dent, the  'Declaration  of  the  Independence  of  the 
United  States  was  read  by  M.  A.  Herrera,  of  Flo- 
rida, 2d  vice  president;  after  which  the  company 
partook  of  the  luxuries  with  which  the  boards 
were  profusely  loaded,  and  blest  the  host  for  the 
excellency  of  the  repast. 

Among  the  toasts  drunk  on  the  occasion  were 
the  following — 

By  Dr.  Bumstead — The  signers  of  the  Declaration 
of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States — Though 
no  longer  in  the  land  of  the  living,  the  remembrance 
of  their  glorious  deeds  will  ever  teach  the  Ameri- 
cans what  industry  and  perseverance  can  effect 
under  the  most  desponding  circumstances. 

By  M.  Anto.  Herrera,  esq. — ’The  American  and 
Spanish  flags.’ — May  the  friendship  existing  be- 
tween the  two  flags  still  continue,  and  may  they 
long  waive  as  emblems  of  peace  and  intercourse 
between  the  two  nations. 

The  steameoat  Washington.  From  the 
Poughkeepsie,  (N.  Y.)  Journal.  We  prefer  to  give 
the  following  unvarnished  tale  in  the  words  of  the 
writer  himself,  as  they  very  forcibly  convey  to  the 
reader  a knowledge  of  facts  with  w'hich  the  public 
should  be  fully  acquainted.  It  always  happens, 
when  steamboat  disasters  occur,  that  some  will  be 
found  who  will  lend  their  aid  to  screen  the  captain 
or  engineer  from  the  censure  he  deserves — though 
we  believe  that  very  few  indeed  are  the  instances 
where  those  who  have  charge  of  the  boat  are  blame- 
less. All  or  nearly  all  of  the  recent  steaifiboat 
calamities  are  chargeable  to  gross  negligence,  or 
what  is  worse,  to  palpable  mismanagement.  With 
the  writer  of  the  account  which  we  give  below,  we 
are  not  personally  acquainted,  nor  are  we  particu- 


larly conversant  with  the  statements  in  relation  to 
the  burning  of  the  Washington,  which  have  hereto- 
fore been  given  to  the  public,  but  we  would  take 
occasion  to  remark,  that  the  communication  of  Mr. 
Lown  bears  on  its  face  the  impression  of  truth — 
and  is  particularly  worthy  of  attention,  coming  as 
it  does,  from  one  who  had  the  opportunity  of  know- 
ing what  actually  occurred. 

To  the  editor  of  the  Journal: 

Sir — I have  just  returned  to  Red  Hook.  I was  a 
passenger  in  the  steamboat  George  Washington,  at 
the  time  of  the  disaster,  together  with  my  wife  and 
family.  We  lost  five  children,  and  my  wife  was 
burned  so  that  we  could  not  move  her  for  some  days. 
We  remained  at  Silver  Creek.  I think  I should  say 
nothing  about  the  affair  of  the  Washington,  but  I 
have  seen  so  many  statements,  without  truth,  I think 
it  my  duty  to  say  something.  Some  papers  state 
that  there  is  no  blame  laid  to  the  captain.  That, 
sir,  is  the  captain’s  statement,  and  he  has  got  a few 
of  the  cabin  passengers  to  entertheir  names  to  it. — 
I know  that  they  were  driving  the  boat  with  all 
possible  speed.  There  was  a passenger  on  board 
who  told  the  captain  he  would  pay  him  one  hundred 
dollars  to  drive  the  boat  all  he  could  and  not  land 
at  any  other  port.  That  was  immediately  after 
landing  at  Ashtabula,  Ohio.  He  had  passengers  to 
land  at  Erie  and  Dunkirk.  In  my  presence  he  told 
these  passengers  he  would  refund  their  money,  board 
them,  and  pay  their  fare  back  to  their  respective 
landings.  He  did  not  land  at  either  place. 

The  captain  also  says  “the  wheel  ropes  were 
burned  off' and  she  became  unmanageable.”  That 
is  not  true.  The  boat  was  stopped  one  hour  and 
twenty  minutes  before  the  fire  broke  out  on  deck. 
At  the  time  she  stopped,  she  had  twenty  inches  of 
steam  on  her.  The  engineer  was  a young  man  just 
married.  His  wife  was  on  board.  She  said  her  hus- 
band stopped  the  boat  to  send  her  ashore  in  the  yawl, 
so  that  she  might  be  saved.  The  boat  was  hoisted 
out,  and  in  lowering  they  filled  her  with  water,  and 
were  fifty  minutes  in  bailing  her.  He  never  tried 
to  start  her  after  that.  The  captain  and  all  the  crew 
left  the  boat,  and  did  not  leave  a man  on  board  to 
take  charge  of  her.  The  passengers  were  left  to  do 
the  best  they  could  for  themselves.  He  also  says 
“there  were  from  fifteen  to  twenty  lost.-’  There 
were  from  fifty  to  sixty  to  my  certain  knowledge. 
The  man  who  offered  the  captain  the  one  hundred 
dollars,  lives  in  Genessee,  Genessee  county,  New 
York.  I do  not  remember  his  name.  This  was  on 
Friday,  and  on  Monday  he  had  a suit  in  court,  and 
said  it  would  be  five  thousand  dollars  damage  if  he 
could  not  be  there  in  time. 

I saved  myself  by  swimming  three  miles  with  a 
child  three  years  oid.  My  wife  also  jumped  over 
board  with  a child  in  her  arms.  The  child  was 
drowned  but  floated  on  the  water  forty  minutes,  and 
was  taken  into  the  boat. 

I wish  you  would  write  out  my  statement  as  it 
should  be  and  publish  it. 

Yours  respectfully, 

William  Lown. 

Bed  Hook,  June  15,  1838. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Biddle.  The  following 
letter  wrns  addressed  by  Mr.  Biddle  to  the  town 
council  of  Reading,  Pa. 

“ Bank  of  the  United  States,  June,  22,  1838. 

“ Gentlemen  : I have  had  the  honor  of  receiving 
your  letter  of  the  31st  ultimo,  requesting  from  this 
bank  a loan,  for  three  years,  of  twenty  thousand 
dollars,  in  silver,  for  the  purpose  of  redeeming  the 
notes  issued  by  the  borough  of  Reading,  for  sums 
less  than  one  dollar.  The  board  of  directors  ap- 
prove entirely  of  the  object  of  the  loan,  and  were 
disposed  to  grant  it  with  pleasure,  when  they  re- 
ceived a published  remonstrance  against  it  by  the 
“ committee  of  safety  of  the  borough  of  Reading,” 
who  declare  that  “ it  has  been  ascertained  that  the 
loan  could  have  been  intended  for  no  other  purpose 
than  to  sell  the  town  to  the  said  bank,  and  to  put 
our  citizens  and  their  posterity  into  the  power  of 
the  Philadelphia  money  king.”  I am  sure  that  the 
worthy  members  of  the  committee  of  safety  will, 
on  reflection,  perceive  that  they  have  been  misled 
by  their  zeal  in  ascribing  to  the  town  council  a de- 
sign to  sell  their  constituents,  or  to  the  bank  the 
least  desire  to  make  such  an  acquisition;  and  I am 
quite  sure  that  the  respectable  inhabitants  of  Rea- 
ding are  wholly  incapable  of  being  influenced  by 
the  sordid  motives  ascribed  to  them.  Nevertheless, 
a3  there  seems  to  be  so  much  opposition  to  the  mea- 
sure, and  as  its  adoption  may  give  alarm  to  a por- 
tion of  your  community,  it  is  deemed  most  proper 
to  decline  the  proposed  loan. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

Nicholas  Biddle,  president. 

Letter  from  the  mayor  of  Bristol.  The 
New  York  Express  contains  the  following: 
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We  take  great  pleasure  in  publishing  the  fol- 
lowing from  the  ancient  city  of  Bristol,  communi- 
cated to  the  mayor  of  New  York.  With  Bristol 
were  many  of  the  earliest  commercial  associations 
of  the  city  of  New  York,  and  it  will  give  all  per- 
sons great  pleasure  to  renew  them. 

Bristol,  8th  June,  1838. 

Sir:  As  mayor  of  the  city  of  Bristol,  I have  the 
greatest  pleasure  in  transmitting  you  copies  of  cer- 
tain resolutions,  passed  unanimously  at  a very  nu- 
merous meeting  of  the  merchants  of  this  city,  held 
at  our  Guildhall  yesterday,  at  which  I was  called 
upon  to  take  the  chair. 

That  the  feelings  of  cordiality  and  affection  be- 
tween the  two  countries,  which  the  success  of  the 
late  enterprize  has  manifested,  may  continue  and 
increase,  is  the  proudest  wish  of 

Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

John  Neile  Haberfield. 

Resolved,  1st.  That  this  city  hails  with  delight 
the  opening  of  steam  communication  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  of  America, 
as  the  certain  means  of  drawing  closer  the  intima- 
cy, and  of  promoting  the  prosperity  and  happiness, 
of  both  countries. 

2d.  That  whilst  justly  proud  of  having  been  the 
port  in  which  this  mode  of  connection  between  the 
old  and  new  world  has  taken  its  rise,  Bristol  is 
deeply  sensible  that  the  signal  success  of  her  enter- 
prize is  mainly  to  be  attributed  to  the  warm  feeling 
with-  which  its  accomplishment  was  received  on 
the  shores  of  America,  and  this  city  most  grate- 
fully and  eagerly  acknowledges  the  generous  kind- 
ness and  splendid  hospitalities  showered  upon  the 
“ Great  Western”  by  the  government,  the  civic 
authorities,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  United 
States.” 

State  elections.  A correspondent  of  the 
New  York  E.  Post  has  the  following  memoranda 
of  elections  for  members  to  take  place  during  the 
present  year: 

Missouri  elects  two,  on  the  first  Monday  in  Aug. 
Illinois  three,  on  the  same  day;  Vermont  five,  on 
the  first  Tuesday  in  September;  Maine  eight,  on  the 
second  Monday  of  the  same  month;  Georgia  nine, 
on  the  first  Monday  in  October;  Arkansas  one,  on 
the  same  day;  South  Carolina  nine,  on  the  second 
Monday  in  October;  New  Jersey  six,  on  the  second 
Tuesday  in  October;  Ohio  nineteen,  on  the  same 
day;  New  York  forty,  on  the  first  Monday  in  No- 
vember; Massachusetts  twelve  on  the  second  Mon- 
day in  November,  and  Delaware  one,  on  the  second 
Tuesday  in  the  same  month.  (This  list  is  not 
complete.) 

The  congressional  terms  of  the  following  sena- 
tors will  expire  on  the  4th  March,  1839:  Benjamin 
Swift  of  Vermont,  whig;  Daniel  Webster  of  Mass, 
do;  Asher  Robins  of  Rhode  Island,  do;  S L.  South- 
ard of  New  Jersey;  do;  Samuel  Me  Kean  of  Penn, 
do;  Richard  H.  Bayard  of  Delaware,  do;  William 
D.  Merrick,  of  Maryland,  do;  John  M.  Niles,  of 

Connecticut,  Van  Buren; Trotter,  of  Miss. 

do,  Felix  Grundy,  of  Tennessee,  do;  Thomas  Mor- 
ris, of  Ohio,  do;  John  Tipton,  of  Indiana,  do.  and 
Thomas  Hart  Benton,  of  Missouri,  do;  N.  P.  Tall- 
madge,  of  New  York,  conservative;  and  Wm.  C. 
Rives,  of  Virginia,  do. 

General  elections  for  members  of  the  state  legis- 
latures, governors,  &c.  will  also  be  held  in  the  fol- 
lowing states,  viz: 

Illinois,  4 

Indiana,  s first  Monday  in  August. 

Missouri,  ) 

North  Corolina.  The  elections  for  governor  and 
the  state  legislature,  take  place,  as  follows: 

For  the  counties  of  Franklin,  Granville,  Warren, 
Nash,  Edgecomb,  Beaufort,  Pitt,  Washington, 
Hyde,  and  Tyrrell,  on  Thursday',  July,  26. 

For  the  counties  of  Johnston,  Wayne,  Lenor, 
Craven,  Carteret,  Jones  and  Greene,  on  Thursday, 
August  2. 

In  all  the  other  counties,  on  the  general  election 
day  Thursday,  August  9. 

Tennessee")  } 1st  Thursday  in  August. 

Kentucky,  ) J 3 

Vermont — first  Tuesday  in  September. 

Maine— second  Monday  in  September. 

Georgia,  1st  Monday  ill  October. 

Maryland,  1st  Wednesday  in  October. 

South  Carolina,  2d  Monday  in  October. 

New  Jersey,  2d  Tuesday  in  October. 

Pennsylvania,  2d  Tuesday  in  October. 

Ohio,  2d  Tuesday  in  October. 

New* York''  } lst  Monday  *n  November. 
Massachusetts,  2d  Monday  in  November. 
Delaware,  2d  Tuesday  in  November. 

Arkansas,  1st  Monday  in  November. 


Mr.  Maelzel.  We  see  that  Mr.  Maelzel, 
whose  fame  is  connected  with  the  re-production  of 
the  automaton  chess  player,  died  recently,  on  his 
passage  from  Havana  to  this  city.  His  ingenuity 
seemed  to  breathe  life  and  thought  into  the  works 
of  his  own  hand,  but  it  could  not  retain  the  breath 
of  his  own  nostrils;  and  the  kindly  smile  that  he 
had  lor  children,  will  be  no  more  lighted  on  earth; 
and  the  furrow  of  thought  that  marked  his  brow 
as  he  inspected  the  movements  of  the  famous 
Turk,  will  no  more  convey  intelligence — he  has 
gone,  we  hope  where  the  music  of  his  harmoni- 
cons  will  be  exceeded,  but  his  body  will  rest  be- 
neath the  blue  waves  of  the  Atlantic  till  the  “last 
trumpet”  shall  sound  for  the  convocation  of  quick 
and  dead. — Philadelphia  U.  S.  Gazette. 

Death  of  a veteran.  Died,  in  Whitley  coun- 
ty, (Ky.)  on  the  30th  June  last,  captain  Charles 
Gatliff,  aged  about  90  years. 

Captain  Gatliff' was  an  early  adventurer  in  Ken- 
tucky. In  1779,  he  settled  with  his  family  in  Lo- 
gan’s station;  he  shortly  after  assisted  in  erecting 
Riddle’s  station,  upon  Hingston;  joined  captain 
Hagan,  and  served  upon  the  expedition  command- 
ed by  colonel  Bowman  against  the  Shawnees,  on 
LitlleMiaini;  they  were  defeated  at  Chilicothe. 

In  1780,  he  was  appointed  captain  of  Martin’s 
station,  which  was  taken  and  destroyed  by  the 
British  and  Indians,  under  the  command  of  colonel 
Bird,  of  Detroit,  and  the  inhabitants  taken  priso- 
ners; his  family,  a wife  and  four  children,  W’ere  ta- 
ken. He  was  absent  at  the  time  of  the  surrender, 
and  on  his  return,  joined  to  serve  under  colonel 
Clark,  being  the  second  expedition  from  Kentucky. 
He  was  appointed  a spy  and  pilot  for  the  army  by 
colonel  Logan,  had  a battle  at  Pickaway  and  re- 
turned. He  then  took  command  of  Bryant’s  Sta- 
tion, and  after  some  short  time,  he  was  appointed 
a spy  to  ascertain  the  movements  of  the  British  and 
Indians  at  Limestone.  After  he  returned,  relin- 
quished all  military  service,  and  went  to  Virginia, 
in  company  with  colonel  Logan  and  colonel  Daniel 
Boone.  He  returned  in  the  spring  of  1781.  Went 
to  Virginia  the  fall  following.  In  1793  he  received 
intelligence  of  his  family  returning  from  captivity. 
He  met  thpm  below  Staunton,  and  returned  with 
them  to  Kentucky,  and  settled  in  Baughman’s  sta- 
tion. In  1786,  he  was  appointed  a spy  and  pilot 
by  colonel  Logan,  in  which  capacity  he  went 
against  the  Shawnees  and  Delawares  combined. 
In  1788,  he  commanded  as  spy  against  the  Creeks. 
In  1790,  he  served  as  spy  and  pilot  for  Harmer’s 
campaign  against  the  combined  hostile  tribes  col- 
lected on  the  Miami  of  the  lakes,  at  the  junction 
of  the  St.  Joseph’s  and  St.  Mary’s;  during  this  ex- 
pedition he  was  appointed  to  command  the  pio- 
neers; they  had  a severe  engagement  with  a loss 
of  half  their  men  killed,  in  which  he  received  a 
wound  in  the  left  shoulder;  thence  marched  to 
Cincinnati  and  was  disbanded.  He  served  in  all 
the  campaigns  ever  raised  in  Kentucky,  with  the 
exception  of  general  Clark’s,  at  the  Blue  Licks,  in 
1782.  He  was  in  four  general  engagements.  The 
different  skirmishes  with  Indians  is  not  known. 
He  was  a man  of  rare  qualities;  fond  of  the  chase. 
The  Indians  viewed  him  as  a deadly  enemy  whom 
they  never  could  surprise.  He  was  of  a penetra- 
ting mind,  manly,  hospitable  and  kind,  and  died  as 
he  had  lived,  much  esteemed.  a.  c. 

Democratic  Review.  The  next,  or  ninth, 
numberof  the  Democratic  Review  will  be  publish- 
ed on  the  1st  of  September,  commencing  the  third 
volume.  The  first  number  of  the  Democratic  Re- 
view having  been  published  in  October,  1837,  in 
advance  of  the  regular  monthly  issue,  commencing 
January  1838,  it  becomes  necessaryto  intermitone 
mouth’s  publication,  so  as  to  bring  the  usual  series 
of  twelve  numbers  within  the  present  year.  Ad- 
vantage will  be  taken  of  this  delay  to  complete  in 
the  next,  or  September  number,  the  “history  of  the 
late  session  of  congress,”  executed  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  “history  of  the  extra  session,”  pub- 
lished in  the  January  and  February  numbers  of  the 
Democratic  Review. 

(jtJ-Papers  exchanging  with  the  Democratic  Re- 
view are  requested  to  copy  the  above. 

Piracy.  Capt.  Cobb,  of  the  ship  Hibernia,  at 
New  York  from  Liverpool,  reports  that  on  the  5th 
ult.  at  4 o’clock  p.  m.  he  spoke  the  brig  Isabella  of 
London,  150  days  from  Sydney  N.  S.  Wales,  for 
London;  the  Isabella  the  day  prtvious  had  been 
hoarded  by  a Spanish  piratical  brig  of  8 guns,  full 
of  armed  men:  took  her  spare  sails,  cordage,  can- 
vas and  twine;  also  robbed  the  passengers  and  sea- 
men of  all  their  clothing  and  every  thing  that 
answered  their  purpose;  the  captain  further  informed 
that  on  the  following  morning  he  spoke  the  U.  S. 
sloop  of  war  Cyane,  capt.  Percival,  from  Boston, 


bound  to  the  Mediterranean,  who  immediately 
hauled  up  to  the  south  eastward  in  pursuit  of  her. 

The  New  York  Gazette  contains  the  following 
additional  case  of  piracy.  Captain  Winehenback, 
of  the  brig  Ceylon,  from  Marseilles,  informs  that 
on  the  4th  July,  lat.  36.  13,  N.  long.  47.  20,  W.  saw 
a suspicious  looking  schooner  ahead  with  fore  and 
main  topsails,  standing  south,  and  at  half-past  6,  P. 
M.  she  hoisted  a Portuguese  flag,  and  fired  a shot 
across  our  bows.  Shortly  after  she  fired  three  more 
guns, when  the  brig  hove  too.  She  came  along  side, 
and  ordered  our  boat  to  come  on  board. 

The  captain  and  two  seamen  got  into  the  boat  and 
went  along  side  the  pirate.  They  immediately 
manned  the  boat  with  five  men,  and  came  on  board 
of  the  Ceylon.  Finding  no  money,  they  took  a box 
of  wine  belonging  to  the  cargo,  and  what  w:ater  and 
provisions  they  wanted,  and  left  her.  The  brig  had 
on  board  $1500,  which  the  captain  threw  into  a 
cask  of  water  and  saved. 

An  Austrian  duke  coming.  The  editor  of 
the  Boston  Atlas  has  a letter  from  an  officer  in  the 
frigate  United  States,  dated  Trieste,  May  8th, 
which  states  that  the  Austrian  government  were 
getting  a frigate  ready  for  sea,  to  bring  an  arch 
duke  of  Austria  to  this  country.  The  officers  of 
the  United  States  had  been  treated  with  greatest  at- 
tention at  Trieste.  The  United  States  was  to  sail 
for  Corfua  in  a few  days,  and  afterwards  to  Smyrna. 

West  Point.  In  publishing  the  report  of  the 
board  of  visiters,  we  accidentally  omitted  the  fol- 
lowing: 

I concur  in  the  above  report,  except  so  much  as 
commends  the  system  of  moral  instruction,  and 
recommends  that  a “company”  of  dragoons  be  sta- 
tioned there,  and  the  appointment  of  an  assistant 
professor,  who  must  be  a clergyman. 

J.  D.  Weston,  Ohio. 

Lightning.  More  buildings,  &c.  were  struck 
with  lightning,  duringthe  extensive  shower  of  Fri- 
day, July  20th,  than  in  any  previous  shower  within 
our  remembrance.  We  have  already  mentioned 
the  following  casualties  which  occurred,  and  they 
are  doubtless  but  a small  part  of  the  whole  num- 
ber. Of  course,  great  numbers  of  trees  were 
struck,  of  which  no  mention  is  made  in  the  papers. 


Barns  struck  and  burnt  8 

Houses  struck  9 

Do.  and  burnt  1 

Stack  ofhay  burnt  1 

Loco-foco  hickory  pole  struck  1 

School-house  struck  1 

Lady  deprived  of  her  shoes  1 

Men  knocked  down  2 

Cows  killed  6 

Oxen  killed  2 

Horse  killed  1 

Bed  and  bedstead  torn  to  pieces  1 

Boots  unsoled  2 

Boot-leg  torn  open  1 

Man  rendered  totally  blind  I 

Panes  of  glass  broken  by  hail  1000. 


It  is  remarkably  that  every  barn  reported  as 
struck,  was  burnt;  while  only  one  house  was 
burnt,  out  of  ten  struck.  This  fact  may  be  ac- 
counted for  by  the  reason  of  the  combustible  mate- 
rials with  which  barns  are  generally  filled.  Not 
a single  human  life  is  known  to  have  been  lost, 
although  nine  of  the  houses  struck  were  inhabited. 

[ New  York  Journal  of  Commerce. 

The  Philadelphia  Museum.  It  is  too  often 
the  case  that  objects  of  interest  within  our  reach, 
do  not  receive  the  notice  to  which  they  are  entitled. 
When  they  are  permanent,  and  can  be  seen  at  any 
time,  a portion  of  the  public  at  least  are  apt  to  be 
so  far  indifferent  about  the  matter,  as  to  register  it 
in  m-mory  as  something  to  be  attended  to  hereafter; 
and  thus,  strangers,  on  a visit  of  inspection,  fre- 
quently become  better  acquainted  with  the  actual 
curiosities  of  a place,  than  many  of  its  inhabitants, 
and  it  often  occurs  that  this  species  of  knowledge 
about  home  affairs  is  chiefly  gained  by  the  resident 
of  a great  city  in  playing  the  part  of  a cicerone  to 
his  friends  from  other  places.  In  many  instances 
perhaps  this  indifference  is  excusable,  but  it  would 
argue  a great  lack  of  creditable  pride  as  to  the  cha- 
racter of  our  city,  if  it  were  manifest  in  reference  to 
the  Philadelphia  museum  in  its  new  location.  In 
any  other  great  town,  such  an  establishment  would 
be  a matter  for  continued  boasting,  and  certainly  it 
affords  cause  enough  for  indulgence  in  that  respect. 

The  collection  composing  this  museum,  the  re- 
sult chiefly  of  individual  enterprise  and  untiring 
energy  on  the  part  of  the  late  venerable  Mr.  Peale, 
is  well  known  as  by  far  the  largest  in  the  United 
States,  and  is  in  some  respects  richer  and  better 
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selected  than  the  most  celebrated  in  Europe.  Here- 
tofore, it  ha9  never  been  so  placed  as  to  be  exhibit- 
ed to  advantage,  neither  the  State  House  nor  the 
arcade  being  adapted  to  the  purpose;  but  now  it  is 
contained  in  a new  and  magnificent  structure,  dis- 
playing  it  in  an  admirable  manner,  while  the  build- 
ing itself  is  an  honor  and  an  ornament  to  the  city. 
Works  of  this  character  are  generally  constructed 
in  America  under  the  dictates  of  a niggardly  spirit. 
It  is  the  practice  where  science  and  the  liberal  arts 
are  concerned,  to  be  content  with  something  that 
is  said  to  “do  well  enough”  without  regard  to  the 
future.  But  the  new  museum  is  not  of  this  cha- 
racter. The  gentlemen  at  whose  cost  it  was  erect- 
ed, have  entered  into  the  matter  with  the  proper 
disposition,  and  their  liberal  view’s  have  been  ably 
seconded  by  Mr.  Holden,  the  architect  of  the  build- 
ing; 

file  edifice  is  two  hundred  and  forty  feet  in 
length,  by  seventy  in  breadth.  The  great  saloon 
occupying  the  second  story,  is  of  these  dimensions, 
of  course  deducting  the  thickness  of  the  w’alls;  and 
its  immense  size,  with  the  taste  of  its  arrangements, 
and  beauty  of  embellishment,  will  of  itself  abun- 
dantly reward  the  spectator  for  his  visit.  Nothing 
at  all  comparable  to  it,  is  to  be  found  in  the  union. 
It  is  lighted  by  very  large  windows  extending  from 
the  floor  to  the  ceiling,  and  a spacious  gallery  pass- 
es round  it.  The  cases  are  so  placed  as  to  be  ex- 
amined with  ease  and  comfort,  leaving  the  great 
promenade  without  the  slightest  interruption  to  its 
majestic  sweep,  except  the  pedestal  upon  which  the 
enormous  skeleton  of  the  mammoth  is  mounted. 
At  the  east  end  of  the  hall,  the  wall  is  covered  with 
a beautiful  oriental  scene  painted  by  Russell  Smith, 
at  the  foot  of  which,  within  a railing,  the  elephant 
and  rhinoceros  are  placed,  as  if  again  sporting  in 
their  native  jungles.  The  cases  containing  the 
other  stuffed  animals  have  likewise  an  appropriate 
scene  painted  at  the  back,  adding  materially  to  the 
etfect.  The  curiosities  from  various  countries  are 
arranged  acc  ording  to  the  geographical  distinctions, 
and  among  them,  few  will  attract  greater  attention 
than  those  connected  with  the  explorations  of  the 
western  wilderness,  the  very  sleds  and  Indiandresses 
used  by  Lewds  and  Clark,  being  carefully  preserv- 
ed. The  gallery  of  portraits,  consisting  of  upwards 
ol  two  hundred  original  likenesses,  is  of  inesiimable 
value,  giving,  as  it  does,  the  “counterfeit  present- 
ments” of  nearly  all  the  distinguished  warriors  and 
statesmen  of  the  revolution,  there  being  no  less 
than  three  portraits  of  Washington,  one  taken  soon 
. after  Braddock’s  defeat,  the  other  after  the  battle  ol 
Trenton,  and  the  third  while  he  was  president.  A 
number  of  the  prominent  officers  during  the  last 
war,  bolh  naval  and  military,  as  well  as  all  other 
celebrated  men,  are  in  this  collection. 

On  the  lower  floor  is  another  very  large  room,  in- 
tended for  the  reception  of  Mr.  Dunn’s  immense 
collection  of  Chinese  curiosities;  and  adjoining  it. 
is  the  lecture  room,  capable  of  accommodating  a 
thousand  persons,  and  so  arranged  that  every  one 
can  have  a clear  uninterrupted  view  of  the  lecturer 
and  his  experiments. 

Altogether,  this  museum  is  one  of  the  chief  “lions” 
of  Philadelphia;  and  every  one  should  take  occa- 
sion to  pay  it  an  early  visit.  [ Pennsylvanian . 

Coronation  items.  “The  prettiest  sight  in 
the  Abbey  was  the  queen’s  ‘body  guard’  of  maids 
ol  honor,  all  dressed  alike,  simply  and  in  good  taste. 
There  were  some  shocking  frights,  male  and  female, 
with  coronets.” 

“When  poor  old  lord  Rolle  rolled,  down  the  steps 
of  the  throne,  a ‘distinguished  foreigner’  was  told 
that  to  roll  down  the  steps  of  the  throne  at  the  cor- 
onation, was  the  feudal  tenure  by  which  he  held 
his  barony  and  immense  estates.  The  information 
was  gravely  recorded  in  a note-book.” 

“The  queen  (who  went  through  her  part  extreme- 
ly well)  looked  sadly  fatigued  towards  the  close  of 
it;  and  frequently  put  her  hand  to  her  head,  as  if 
the  crown  sat  uneasily  on  it.” 

The  value  of  the  jewels  on  the  Queen’s  crown  is 
estimated  at  £111,000. 

The  present  regalia  of  England  are  not  of  very 
remote  antiquity,  for,  in  the  wars  of  king  Charles 
the  first’s  reign,  the  former  crowns,  &c.  were  either 
lost,  sold,  or  destroyed;  and  those  which  are  now 
used  were  first  manufactured  for  the  coronation  of 
Charles  the  second.  The  regalia,  collectively 
speaking,  consist  of  five  crowns,  as  many  sceptres, 
four  swords,  two  rings,  one  golden  orb,  one  pair  of 
golden  spurs,  various  splendid  robes,  and  a golden 
vessel  and  spoon  for  the  anointing. 

The  crown  in  which  the  queen  appeared  at  the 
coronation  is  exceedingly  costly  and  elegant:  the 
design  is  much  more  tasteful  than  that  of  the  crown 
of  George  the  fourth  and  William  the  fourth,  which 
has  been  broken  up.  The  old  crown,  made  for  the 
former  ofthese  monarchs,  weighed  upwards  of  71bs., 


and  was  much  too  large  for  the  head  of  her  present 
majesty.  The  new  crown  weighs  little  more,  than 
3 lbs.  It  is  composed  of  hoops  of  silver,  enclosing 
a cap  of  deep  blue  velvet;  the  hoops  are  complete- 
ly covered  with  precious  stones,  surmounted  with 
a ball,  covered  with  small  diamonds,  and  having  a 
Maltese  cross  of  brilliants  on  the  top  of  it.  The 
cross  has  in  its  centre  a splendid  sapphire;  the  rim 
of  the  crown  is  clustered  with  brilliants,  and  orna- 
mented with  fleur-de  lis  and  Maltese  crosses,  equal- 
ly rich.  In  the  front  of  the  Maltese  cross,  which 
is  in  front  of  the  crown,  is  the  enormous  heart- 
shaped  ruby,  once  worn  by  the  chivalrous  Edward 
the  black  prince.  Beneath  this,  in  the  circular 
rim,  is  a large  oblong  sapphire.  There  are  many 
other  precious  gems,  emeralds,  rubies,  and  sap- 
phires, and  several  small  clusters  of  drop  pearls. 
The  lower  part  of  the  crown  is  surrounded  with 
ermine. 

The  following  is  an  estimate  of  the  value  of  the 
different  jewels  contained  in  the  late  magnificent 
diadem,  the  ‘queen’s  rich  crown,”  and  from  which 
the  present  one,  manufactured  by  Messrs.  Rundell 
and  Bridge,  is  composed,  and  which  her  majesty 
wore  on  Thursday: 

Twenty  diamonds  round  the  circle. 


£1,500  each,  - - - £30,000 

Two  large  centre  diamonds,  £2,000 
each,  -----  4,000 

Fifty-four  smaller  diamonds,  placed  at 
the  angles  of  the  former,  - - 200 

Four  crosses,  each  composed  of  twen- 
ty-five diamonds,  ...  12,000 

Four  large  diamonds  on  the  tops  of  the 
crosses,  ...  - 40,000 

Twelve  diamonds  contained  in  the  fleur- 
de-lis,  ...  - 10,000 

Eighteen  smaller  diamonds  contained  in 
the  same,  - 2,000 

Pearls,  diamonds,  &c.,  on  the  arches  and 
crosses,  - 10,000 

One  hundred  and  forty-one  diamonds  on 
the  mound,  - - - - 500 

Twenty-six  diamonds  on  the  upper 
cross,  , 2,000 

Two  circles  of  pearls  about  the  rim,  300 


£111,000 

Notwithstanding  such  an  uncommon  mass  of 
jewelry,  independent  of  the  gold  velvet  cap,  ermine, 
&c.,  this  crown  weighed  only  19  ounces  10  penny 
weights;  it  measured  seven  inches  in  height  from 
the  gold  circle  to  the  upper  cross,  and  its  diameter 
at  the  rim  was  five  inches. 


CASE  OF  CONTEMPT. 

REPORTED  FOR  THE  BALTIMORE  PATRIOT. 

Baltimore  City  Court. 

The  court  on  Saturday  July  14th,  183S,  passed  the 
following  order: 

“Baltimore  City  Court,  July  14,1838. 

“On  motion  of  the  attorney  for  the  state,  it  is  or 
dered  that  Josiah  Baily,  jr.  esq.  a memberof  the  bar 
of  this  court,  show  cause  on  the  21st  day  of  July 
instant,  why  attachment  should  not  issue  against 
him  for,  contempt,  for  having  written  and  caused  to 
be  published  in  a paper  called  the  Sun,  the  follow- 
ing address  to  the  citizens  of  Baltimore,  having  re- 
lation to  the  trial  of  a cause  now  depending  in  this 
court,  and  bearing  date  13th  July,  instant : 

To  the  citizens  of  Baltimore.  In  behalf  of  an 
unfortunate  young  man,  now  confined  in  the  jail  of 
this  city,  charged  with  an  offence,  the  highest 
known  to  the  laws  of  God  and  man,  1 make  this 
solemn  appeal  to  an  enlightened,  just,  and  humane 
community. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  trial  of  William  Stew- 
art, indicted  for  the  murder  of  his  late  father,  Ben- 
jamin Stewart,  has  been  postponed  until  the  next 
term  of  Baltimore  city  court.  I trust  it  is  also  weli 
known,  that  the  accused  was  anxious  for  an  imme- 
diate trial,  and  was  averse  to  its  postponement.  I 
myself  insisted  that  he  should  not  be  tried  at  this 
time.  I considered  that  justice  required  that  the 
excessive  public  indignation  should  subside,  which 
most  unhappily  had  been  enkindled  against  him; 
and  I also  considered  that  time  might  afford  an  op- 
portunity for  the  discovery  of  the  true  author  of  this 
most  dreadful  and  horrid  murder. 

I am  convinced,  beyond  a doubt,  that  the  blood 
stained  murderer  of  Benjamin  Stewart  is  yet  un- 
suspected by  this  community.  I am  convinced  that 
the  fiendish  wolf  is  yet  couched  in  his  den,  undis- 
covered, covered  with  the  blood  of  the  unfortunate 
dead.  I pray  that  God,  in  his  infinite  justice,  may 
yet  bring  to  light  the  infernal  murderer,  now  cloak- 
ed in  darkness,  unknown,  unsuspected,  and  con- 
cealed. 

Citizens  of  Baltimore!  will  you  condemn  this 
young  man,  before  you  know  that  he  is  guilty? 
Citizens  of  the  monumental  city!  far-famed  for  your 


intelligence  and  justice,  give  him,  I beseech  you,  a 
fair  and  impartial  trial.  In  the  sacred  name  of  jus- 
tice, I entreat  you  make  every  effort  to  discover  the 
guilty  murderer,  and  punish  not,  I pray  you,  the 
innocent.  Truth  is  the  first  law  of  Heaven,  let  it 
not,  O let  it  not  be  trampled  in  the  dust. 

Josiah  Bayly,  Jr. 

For  William  Stewart. 

Baltimore,  July  13,  1838. 

“And  it  is  further  ordered,  that  a copy  of  the 
above  be  served  on  Josiah  Baily,  jr.  esq.  on  or  be- 
fore the  said  21st  instant.” 

To  which  order,  the  following  answer  of  Josiah 
Baily,  jr.  esq.  was  filed  on  Saturday,  the  21st  July, 
1838: 

“In  the  matter  of  Josiah  Baily,  jr.  esq.  Baltimore 
city  court — Rule  to  show  cause  why  attachment 
should  not  issue  against  him.” 

The  answer  of  Josiah  Baily,  jr.,  to  the  rule  of  this 
court  of  the  14th  instant,  to  show  cause  why  an  at- 
tachment should  not  issue  against  him  for  a con- 
tempt, for  having  written  and  caused  to  be  publish- 
ed in  a paper  called  the  Sun,  an  address  to  the  citi- 
zens of  Baltimore,  dated  the  I3thof  the  same  month, 
having  relation  to  the  trial  of  a cause  then  pending 
in  the  said  court,  and  a copy  of  which  address  makes 
a part  of  the  said  rule,  respectfully  states  to  the 
court  that  he  admits  the  writing  and  publishing  of 
the  said  address,  and  that  his  sole  design  in  the 
publication,  was  to  subdue  the  great  popular  pre- 
judice which  he  was  informed  and  believed,  was 
entertained  against  the  accused  William  Stewart, 
and  which  threatened,  if  not  quieted,  to  deprive 
him  of  a fair  and  impartial  trial,  of  the  high  crime 
of  which  he  stands  charged  in  this  court.  This  re- 
spondent has  seen  some,  and  he  had  heard  of  other 
statements  in  the  press  of  this  city,  not  only  pur- 
porting to  give  an  account  of  the  circumstances  at- 
tending and  following  the  murder  of  Benjamin 
Stewart,  but  expressing  in  decided  terms  an  opin- 
ion of  the  guilt  of  his  client,  and  he  had  witnessed 
with  alarm,  (he  believing  as  he  then  did,  and  now 
does,  in  the  innocence  of  his  client,)  the  great  ex- 
citement produced  by  these  statements,  upon  the 
public  mind. 

As  far  as  he  was  or  is  yet  advised,  these  publica- 
tions were  allowed  to  pass  without  judicial  cen- 
sure, and  in  his  effort,  now  made  the  subject  of  the 
present  rule,  to  arrest  this  excitement,  and  produce 
a condition  of  quiet  in  the  popular  feeling,  he  sup- 
posed, so  far  from  interfering  illegally  with  the 
course  of  public  justice,  he  w’as  only  doing  an  act 
which  W’as  alike  demanded  by  professional  duty 
and  common  humanity.  If,  however,  the  law  has 
been  violated  by  his  publication,  which  however 
he  by  no  means  admits,  and  in  his  opinion  he  ha3 
the  sanction  of  other  counsels  than  his  own,  he  owes 
it  not  less  to  himself  than  to  this  court  to  say,  that 
his  error  ha3  been  one  of  opinion  and  not  of  inten- 
tion; for  he  gives  this  court  to  be  informed  that  in 
the  publication  complained  of  in  the  rule,  he  had 
no  idea  of  committing  a contempt  of  this  court,  or 
in  any  way  influencing  the  administration  of  justice 
in  the  trial  of  the  case  referred  to  against  said  Wil- 
liam Stewart,  or  in  any  other  particular,  and  he 
prays  therefore  to  be  hence  dismissed. 

Reverpy  Johnson, 

Attorney  for  respondent. 

Sworn  to  in  open  court,  by  respondent,  this  21st 
July,  1838. 

Test,  Wm.  M.  Medcalfe, 

Clerk  Baltimore  city  court , 

The  court  then  adjourned  over  until  Tuesday 
morning  at  10  o’clock,  when  Mr.  Baily  proceeded 
to  show  cause  against  the  rule.  He  commenced  by 
stating  the  peculiar  circumstances  under  which  he 
appeared  before  the  court.  He  had  been  employed 
by  William  Stewart,  as  his  counsel,  to  defend  him 
from  the  charge  which  had  been  made  against  him, 
which  was  a crime  of  the  highest  nature.  When 
he  arrived  in  Baltimore  he  found  the  greatest  ex- 
ciiement  prevailing  against  his  client— he  was  not 
only  charged  with  the  murder  of  his  father,  but  also 
with  that  of  his  sisters— the  latter  he  knew  to  be 
utterly  false,  and  believed  the  former  to  be  equally 
so.  He  had  seen  in  the  public  prints  of  the  city, 
accounts  given  of  the  murder  of  Benjamin  Stewart, 
which  were,  in  his  opinion,  calculated  greatly  to 
prejudice  the  cause  of  his  client.  He  had  frequently 
visited  his  client,  who  always  insisted  upon  an  im- 
mediate trial  of  his  case,  but  that  he  (Mr.  B.)  had 
always  advised  him  against  that  course,  believing 
that  the  excitement  was  so  great  that  he  could  not 
then  have  a fair  and  impartial  trial,  and  he  had 
accordingly  applied  for  a continuance  of  the  cause, 
which  had  been  granted.  He  believed  that  the 
prejudice  which  now  existed  in  the  public  mind 
would  be  allayed,  and  it  was  with  that  view  he 
caused  the  card  to  be  published  which  was  now 
complained  of  as  a contempt  of  court.  He  dig. 
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avowed  any  intention  on  his  part  of  treating  the 
court  with  contempt;  on  the  contrary,  he  then  had, 
and  still  entertained,  for  the  court,  both  individual- 
ly and  collectively,  the  highest  respect — that,  in  all 
his  intercourse  with  them,  he  had  experienced  the 
greatest  kindness  and  courtesy.  He  further  said, 
that  he  had  no  intention  to  influence,  control  or 
disturb  the  course  of  justice  by  the  publication,  or 
of  prejudicing  the  public  in  lavor  of  his  client. 
His  object  was  merely  to  allay  that  excitement  and 
prejudice  which  he  fully  believed  existed  against 
him,  that  he  might  have  a fair  and  impartial  trial. 

He  maintained  that  the  publication  was  no  con- 
tempt, inasmuch  as  it  was  no  open  insult  to  the 
court,  or  any  resistance  of  the  power  or  authority 
of  the  court,  or  to  the  individual  members  or  officers 
thereof — nor  had  it  any  tendency  to  create  any  dis- 
regard ol  their  authority,  nor  did  upon  its  face  show 
any  intent  to  obstruct  or  control  the  course  of  pub- 
lic justice,  nor  to  influence  the  public  mind  upon  a 
cause  then  depending  before  the  court.  He  consi- 
dered the  question  now  before  the  court,  one  of 
great  importance — that  if  the  publication  should  be 
considered  as  contempt,  the  liberty  of  the  press  was 
at  an  end,  and  the  freedom  of  speech  abolished. 
He  further  said,  that  the  case  of  William  Stewart 
could  not  be  considered  before  the  court,  because 
he  might  at  any  time,  under  the  laws  of  the  consti- 
tution of  the  state,  have  it  removed  to  some  adjoin- 
ing county  for  trial. 

Mr.  Johnson,  who  appeared  as  counsel  for  Mr. 
Baily,  said  that,  with  the  court’s  permission,  he 
would  state  the  propositions  for  which  he  meant  to 
contend,  in  reply,  and  give  a reference  to  the  cases 
upon  which  he  would  rely  to  sustain  them,  in  order 
that  the  counsel  on  the  other  side  might  have  an 
opportunity  to  comment  upon  them.  The  first  was, 
that  the  publication  upon  its  face,  was  no  contempt. 
2d.  That  if  it  was,  there  being  no  criminal  intent 
on  the  part  of  Mr.  Baily  in  making  it,  no  attach- 
ment could  issue. 

He  referred  to  1 Southard’s  Reports,  139;  2 John- 
son Com.  Law  Rep.  290;  1 Tidd’s  Practice,  487;  5 
Viner’s  Abridgment,  443;  5 Term  Rep.  362;  Croke. 
ch.  146;  22  Serg’t  & Lowber,  278;  4 Barnwell  & 
Alderson,  218;  6 Serg’t  & Low,  407;  Peck’s  trial, 
432;  and  592  Passmore’s  case,  there  referred  to  by 
Mr.  Buchanan,  in  argument;  and  also  the  act  of 
congress  of  1831,  to  be  found  at  the  conclusion  of 
the  report  of  that  trial;  and  also  to  the  19th,  20th, 
and  21st  articles  of  the  bill  of  rights. 

Mr.  Richardson,  deputy  attorney  general  for  the 
city  of  Baltimore,  in  support  of  the  rule,  said,  that 
it  was  from  a deep  sense  of  bis  duty,  as  the  officer 
of  the  state,  that  he  had  called  the  attention  of  the 
court  to  the  publication  complained  of — that  he  had 
the  kindest  feelings  and  highest  regard  for  Mr. 
Baily,  and  that  he  believed  that  he  (Mr.  B.)  had  no 
intention  of  committing  a contempt  of  court,  by- 
making  the  publication  complained  of,  but  at  the 
same  time,  he  was  constrained  to  say,  that  in  his 
opinion  it  was  a contempt  of  court,  and  that  it  came 
fully  within  the  decisions  to  which  he  should  here- 
after refer  the  court,  and  he  would  merely  remark 
in  reply  to  one  of  the  arguments  of  Mr.  B.,  that  he 
did  not  consider  the  freedom  of  speech  at  all  abridg- 
ed, or  the  liberty  of  the  press  at  all  interfered  with, 
by  punishing  as  contempts,  such  publications  as 
that  complained  of.  He  contended  that  contempts 
of  court  were  of  two  kinds.  Either  direct,  which 
openly  insult  or  resist  the  powers  of  the  court,  or 
the  persons  of  the  judges  who  preside  there,  or  con- 
sequential, which  tend  to  create  universal  disregard 
for  their  authority,  or  which  tend  to  bring  the  court 
or  any  constituent  part  thereof,  into  disrespect,  or 
to  impede  the  due  course  of  the  law,  and  that  an  at- 
tachment could  as  well  issue  for  matters  done  out  of 
court,  as  for  those  done  in  its  presence,  and  that  the 
party  could  not  purge  himself  of  the  contempt  by 
pleading  a want  of  intention  on  his  part  to  produce 
such  olt'ect.  To  support  those  positions  he  referred 
to  Blackstone’s  Com.  283;  2 Aitkyn,  469;2  Veazy, 
junior,  520.  1 P.  Williams,  675.  1 Ld.  Raymond, 

148.  14  Veazy,  junior,  237.  1 Caines  485  and 

518.  The  case  of  Baptiste  Irvine,  decided  in  the 
old  court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  in  this  city,  and  re- 
ferred to  by  Mr.  Meredith,  in  argument  in  Peck’s 
trial,  page  342.  2 Virginia  cases,  478.  4 Barnwell 

and  Alderson,  218,  and  1 Dallas,  319. 

He  further  stated  in  reply  to  Mr.  Baily,  that  the 
case  of  William  Stewart  was  still  pending  in  this 
court,  and  must  be  considered  so  until  it  is  actually 
removed;  but  even  if  it  had  been  removed,  this 
court  is  the  proper  one  to  punish  for  the  publication 
referring  to  that  case,  if  such  publication  be  a con- 
tempt. He  further  contended,  that  the  publication 
complained  of,  was  a contempt  of  court,  and  that  it 
came  clearly  within  the  principles  laid  down  in  the 
cases  he  had  relerred  to.  The  party,  he  said,  was 
indicted  by  a grand  jury-,  a constituent  part  of  this 
court,  who  it  must  be  presumed  had  sufficient  to 


satisfy  them,  that  at  least  there  was  a prima  facie 
case  against  him,  before  the  indictment  was  found. 
The  publication  on  its  face  is  intended,  and  the 
public  would  so  understand  from  it,  that  the  grand 
jury  had  acted  without  due  consideration  of  the 
case,  and  that  they  had  found  a bill  against  an  indi- 
vidual v\  ho  is  asserted  upon  the  authority  of  the 
name  of  Mr.  Baily,  to  be  innocent,  and  he  must  be 
considered  as  intending,  that  the  public  should  rely 
upon  his  assertion,  otherwise  the  publication  would 
be  of  no  service  to  his  client  whatever,  and  would 
have  no  tendency  to  allay  the  great  excitement  and 
prejudice  which  he  supposed  existed  against  him, 
and  the  elfect  of  it,  therefore,  is  to  bring  the  grand 
jury  into  disrespect  by  charging  them  with  being  in 
error  in  finding  the  bill.  The  publication  further 
had  a tendency  to  impede  the  due  administration  of 
justice,  by  influencing  the  public  in  his  favor,  and 
thereby  rendering  it  extremely  difficult,  if  not  im- 
possible, to  obtain  a petit  jury  to  try  his  cause,  and 
that  it  was  an  appeal  from  the  court  to  the  public, 
and  seeks  to  enlist  public  feeling  in  his  favor. 

He  concluded  by  stating,  that  in  the  remarks 
which  he  had  used  in  reference  to  the  publication, 
he  did  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  imputing  to  Mr. 
Baily,  the  intention  to  produce  the  effects,  which 
he  (Mr.  R.)  had  contended  the  publication  was 
calculated  to  produce.  He  wished  to  be  under- 
stood as  merely  contending  that  the  paper  on  its 
face  was  calculated  to  produce  such  effect;  and  that 
the  public  would  so  understand  it,  although  not  in- 
tended so  by  Mr.  Baily,  who,  he  believed,  had  no 
such  intention,  and  for  whom  he  entertained  the 
kindest  regard,  and  with  whom  he  was  up  to  this 
moment  on  terms  of  most  friendly  intercourse.  He 
believed  that  he  only  intended  to  serve  his  client, 
but  he  had  done  so  in  a way  not  sanctioned  by 
the  law. 

Mr.  Johnson  in  reply  to  Mr.  Richardson,  said, 
that  the  case  now  before  the  court  was  one  of  the 
utmost  importance.  The  consequences  involved  in 
the  present  case  were  infinitely  beyond  the  present 
controversy,  so  far  as  his  client  was  concerned  he 
had  nothing  to  fear  from  the  decision  of  the  case, 
but  the  consequences  would  survive  the  determina- 
tion of  this  case;  it  would  be  a precedent  hereafter, 
and  he  believed  it  would  tend  to  weaken  the  confi- 
dence of  the  community  reposed  in  the  judiciary. 
He  asked,  what  was  the  character  of  the  offence 
and  the  mode  of  trial.  It  was  admitted,  he  said,  by 
the  learned  attorney  of  the  state,  that  it  was  incapa- 
ble of  definition  and  that  the  punishment  was  inca- 
pable of  limitation,  and  the  mode  of  trial  was  at 
war  with  the  principles  of  the  common  law.  The 
offence  charged  is  one  against  the  judicial  tribunal 
which  is  the  judge  and  juror  in  the  case,  and  the 
punishment  which  it  may  inflict  is  beyond  the  par- 
doning power.  The  power  now  claimed  to  be  ex- 
ercised has  never  been  dreamed  of.  The  doctrine 
is  not  only  confined  to  courts  of  record,  but  equally 
applies  to  the  legislative  and  executive  departments 
of  our  government  as  well  as  to  every  petty  magis- 
trate in  the  land. 

In  England,  he  said,  the  power  to  punish  for  con- 
tempts was  exercised  not  only  by  the  judiciary,  but 
also  by  the  executive  and  legislature.  Three  kinds 
of  contempt  could  be  committed  against  the  king: 
his  title  to  the  throne  and  his  prerogative  could  not 
be  disputed  without  contempt  of  his  authority,  and 
a contempt  could  also  be  committed  against  the 
sanctity  of  his  palace.  There,  the  doctrine  of  con- 
tempts was  expanded,  but  this  country  had  not 
adopted  the  English  doctrines. 

Among  others,  he  referred  to  the  following  cases, 
where  offences  similar  to  that  now  complained  of 
had  been  committed,  but  it  was  never  attempted  to 
punish  them  as  contempts.  In  the  case  of  the  Co- 
hen’s, congress  had,  by  law,  authorized  a lottery  in 
the  District  of  Columbia.  Pinkney  and  Webster 
gave  an  opinion  that  a purchaser  of  tickets  in  that 
lottery  had  a right  to  dispose  of  them  in  the  several 
states,  although  the  sale  of  such  tickets  was  by  the 
laws  of  such  state  prohibited.  A purchaser  of 
tickets  goes  into  Virginia  and  sells  them;  he  is  ar- 
rested, tried,  and  convicted.  The  case  goes  by 
writ  of  error  to  the  supreme  court  of  the  U.  S. 
Virginia  is  alive  to  the  importance  of  the  question, 
and  all  classes  of  her  people  partake  of  the  excite- 
ment. They  deny  the  jurisdiction  of  the  supreme 
court,  the  case  having  been  determined  by  their 
own  superior  court.  The  Virginia  legislature  re- 
fuse to  appear  to  the  suit.  The  case  is  heard  ex 
parte,  and  the  court  assert  their  jurisdiction.  The 
public  press  and  public  men  of  Virginia  hurled 
their  defiance  and  anathemas  at  the  court.  Did  the 
supreme  court  of  the  U.  S.  ever  dream  of  bringing 
before  them  the  citizens  of  Virginia  for  a contempt 
of  its  authority.  The  press  had  teemed  with  stric- 
tures on  the  court  both  prior  to  and  subsequent  to 
its  decision,  but  that  court  never  attempted  to  pun- 
ish any  individual  for  a contempt  of  its  authority; 


and  yet  if  you  will  turn  to  Blaekstone  you  will 
learn  that  any  attempt  to  bring  into  disrepute  the 
bench,  any  thing  in  its  opinion  calculated  to  bring 
il  into  disrepute  would  authorize  the  judge  to  pun- 
ish him  for  contempt.  % 

He  then  referred  to  the  chartering  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  by  congress.  Congress  claimed 
authority  to  charter  a bank.  Men  out  of  congress 
holding  a different  opinion  denied  their  right  to 
grant  any  such  charter.  They  denied  it  in  the  face 
of  years  of  legislation  and  repeated  enactments  by 
congress;  the  constitutionality  of  the  bank  was 
also  maintained  by  a decision  of  the  supreme  court. 
Every  one  knew  what  had  been  the  character  of 
the  strictures  of  the  public  press  and  of  prominent 
men  in  every  part  of  the  country  on  this  exercise 
of  power  by  congress,  and  the  decision  of  the  high- 
est tribunal  known  to  our  laws.  But  what  judge  had 
dared,  w'hat  congress  had  dared,  to  bring  an  Ameri- 
can citizen  beforethem  to  punish  him  for  a contempt 
without  theform  of  atrial?  He  then  referred  to  a pe- 
riod of  our  political  history  when  the  existence  ol  the 
union  was  threatened.  Congress  passed  the  alien 
and  sedition  laws.  By  these  laws,  any  publication 
calculated  to  bring  into  disrespect  the  president  of 
the  United  States  was  deemed  a crime  worthy  of 
punishment.  How?  Not  by  the  summary  process  of 
contempt,  but  by  trial  in  the  ordinary  form.  By  a 
grand  and  petit  jury — the  accused  had  his  accuser 
face  to  face,  ihe  liberty  to  examine  the  witnesses 
and  the  privilege  of  counsel.  How  did  the  people 
receive  these  laws?  Their  passage  sealed  the  fate 
of  the  administration — the  people  hurled  their  rulers 
from  their  stations  as  unworthy  agents  of  the  public 
will.  Some  of  the  courts  of  the  country  subscribed 
to  the  constitutionality  of  these  laws.  Virginia 
met  in  solemn  conclave.  Mr.  Madison  was  made 
chairman  of  the  committee,  to  whose  pen  we  are 
indebted  for  the  resolutions  of  ’98.  That  distin- 
guished man,  in  his  report,  handled  both  legislature 
and  judiciary  with  ungloved  hands,  warning  them 
that  the  day  that  saw  the  execution  of  these  laws 
would  lead  to  a separation  of  the  union. 

These  laws  were  resisted  and  their  authors  and 
abettors,  legislative  and  judicial,  were  heaped  with 
abuse.  Did  the  legislature  or  judiciary  bring  be- 
fore them  any  citizen  for  punishment  for  contempt? 
Did  they  bring  Mr.  Madison  up  and  tell  him  that 
his  report  w as  calculated  to  bring  the  executive  and 
legislature  into  contempt?  No!  and  if  the  attempt 
had  been  made  it  could  only  have  been  made  suc- 
cesful  after  American  blood  had  been  shed  sufficient 
to  cover  the  land.  But  the  king  punishes  for  con- 
tempts against  his  high  prerogative  and  the  sanctity 
of  his  palace. 

He  referred  next  to  the  tariff  laws.  These  laws 
had  been  passed,  altered,  modified,  restrained  and 
enlarged  by  congress,  from  time  to  time.  A cele- 
brated statesman  had  denounced  the  tariff  bill  as 
“the  bill  of  abominations.”  South  Carolina  in  arms 
resists  the  laws,  lifts  her  banners  and  hurls  defiance. 
Her  militia  is  organized  and  her  daily  press  lash 
her  citizens  into  frenzied  resistance  at  what  they 
deem  an  unconstitutional  exercise  of  power  by  the 
national  legislature.  South  Carolina  doctrines 
spread,  other  states  are  ready  to  rally  round  her, 
and  danger  threatens  the  union.  Did  congress 
dream  of  bringing  before  them  a citizen  of  South 
Carolina  for  contempt  of  its  authority?  No!  the 
storm  passed  harmless  by,  the  agitation  of  the  waves 
subsided,  a breath  was  cast  upon  them  which 
more  than  once  had  calmed  their  troubled  waters. 

Mr.  Johnson,  in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  ad- 
mitted the  right  of  the  courts  to  exercise  all  powers 
necessary  to  the  maintenance  of  their  authority  and 
to  punish,  as  contempts,  any  thing  done  in  the  pre- 
sence of  the  court,  or  out  of  it  calculated  directly 
to  disturb  the  course  of  public  justice.  Such  cases, 
he  said,  required  summary  punishment  without 
waiting  the  ordinary  process  by  bill  of  indictment. 
The  power  of  punishing  for  contempts  was  the 
creation  of  necessity  and  was  limited  by  necessity, 
and  he  referred  to  several  cases  to  show  that  the 
courts  had  refused  to  exercise  that  power  for  alleg- 
ed contempts  for  matters  done  without  the  presence 
of  the  eourt,  and  not  interfering  directly  with  the 
business  of  the  court.  Such  cases,  if  punishable 
at  all,  were  punishable  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
law,  but  not  as  contempts. 

He  further  contended,  that  Mr.  Baily  had  fair, 
constitutional  right  to  publish  the  card.  It  con- 
tained no  imputation  upon  the  court,  nor  upon  the 
grand  jury.  It  was  a mere  asseveration  of  the  in- 
nocence of  his  client,  which  he  had  the  undoubted 
right  to  make.  The  indictment,  he  said,  was  no 
evidence  of  guilt  against  Stewart — it  was  only  the 
legal  form  of  preferring  the  charge,  and  was  only 
evidence  of  the  fact  that  such  charge  had  been 
made.  He  said  the  court  must  look  at  this  charge 
W'ith  reference  to  the  facts  of  the  case. 
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He  then  recapitulated  the  facts  of  the  case,  and 
referred  to  the  publication,  and  said  that  it  contain- 
ed no  imputation  on  the  integrity  of  the  grand  jury, 
but  only  alleged  that  prejudice  against  his  client 
existed  in  the  community.  He  does  not  ask  to  be 
saved  by  corruption  on  the  part  of  the  jury,  but  only 
asks  for  a fair  and  impartial  trial — a right  secured 
to  him  by  the  constitution  of  the  state.  In  re- 
ference to  the  second  point, — whether,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  any  criminal  intent  on  the  part  of  Mr. 
Baily,  in  the  publication,  there  could  be  any  con- 
tempt,— he  said,  that  the  rule  in  criminal  cases, 
(and  he  contended  that  this  was  in  the  nature  of  a 
criminal  case,)  was,  that  where  nothing  criminal 
was  intended,  nothing  criminal  was  done;  and,  hav- 
ing purged  himself  from  any  criminal  intent,  no 
contempt  had  been  committed.  Mr.  Johnson,  in 
the  course  of  his  remarks,  referred  to,  and  com- 
mented upon,  the  various  authorities  before  stated, 
as  referred  to  by  him. 

After  some  short  explanation  by  Mr.  Richardson, 
in  reference  to  a former  part  of  his  argument,  and 
a short  reply  to  some  of  the  arguments  of  Mr.-John- 
son,  Mr.  Johnson  made  a few  remarks  in  reply,  and 
the  case  was  submitted. 

The  following  is  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

Slate  vs.  Josiak  Baity,  jr.  The  court  entertain 
no  doubt  of  their  power,  on  fit  occasions,  to  pro- 
ceed by  attachment,  technically  called  attachment 
for  contempt,  and  think  the  attorney  for  the  state 
was  right  in  bringing  this  case  to  their  notice.  The 
publication  in  question,  unaccompanied  with  any 
other  explanation  of  the  writer’3  meaning  than  ap, 
pears  on  the  face  of  the  paper,  certainly  conveys 
at  least,  an  implied  censure  on  those  whose  duty  it 
was  to  investigate  the  facts  connected  with  the  late 
murder,  and  particularly  on  the  grand  jury,  whose 
especial  duty  it  was  diligently  and  carefully  to  exa- 
mine the  testimony  and  exhibit  the  charge;  and 
had  the  defence  rested  here,  the  court  would  have 
been  justified  in  treating  it  as  an  illegal  interference 
with  the  regular  course  of  justice;  but  being  satis- 
fied, from  the  traverser’s  answer,  on  oath,  as  also 
from  his  public  declaration  in  court,  that  he  had  no 
intention,  in  making  the  address,  to  convey  any 
imputation  on  the  grand  jury,  or  other  member  of 
the  court,  or  in  any  manner  to  embarrass  the  pro- 
ceeding, in  relation  to  the  trial  now  pending,  but 
was  actuated  solely  by  the  desire  to  do  away 
prejudices  he  thought  existed  unfavorably  to  his 
client,  (although  it  does  not  amount  to  a legal  justi- 
fication of  the  offence,)  inclines  the  court  to  sus- 
pend further  proceedings.  The  rule  i3  therefore 
discharged  without  costs. 

23 th  July,  1833. 


STEAM  NAVIGATION. 

The  New  York  Courier  has  the  following  letter 
from  its  London  correspondent,  under  date  of  16th 
June. 

We  are  still  in  the  midst  of  a thousand  specula- 
tions on  the  general  subject  of  Atlantic  steam  navi- 
gation. One  important  fact  which  arises  out  of  the 
new  system  of  navigating  the  Atlantic,  is  that  the 
English  ship  owners  and  steam  engine  builders  are 
becoming  confident  of  taking  away  from  your  mer- 
chants the  ownership  of  the  future  packets  between 
London  and  Liverpool  and  New  York.  However 
the  Americans  may  have  triumphed  for  many  years 
past  in  the  building  of  sailing  packets — it  is  now 
said  that  in  steam  machinery  you  will  not  be  ena- 
bled to  compete  with  the  ship  owners  of  this  coun- 
try, and  thence  a new  and  very  extensive  field  of 
employment  is  expected  to  be  opened  out  at  seve- 
ral of  the  English  ports.  So  rapid  however  is  the 
progress  of  the  improvement  and  simplification  of 
the  steam  engine  that  it  is  difficult  to  conjecture 
how  long  this  country  may  retain  its  superiority  in 
that  branch  of  manufactures — and  probably  the  abo- 
lition of  the  duty  upon  steam  machinery,  or  even 
upon  boiler  iron,  alone  imported  into  the  United 
States,  would  enable  your  ship  owners  to  continue 
to  compete  in  the  packet  system  in  which  there  is 
probably  involved  some  feelings  of  national  pride. 

The  Sir  Lionel  Smith  which  left  New  York  for 
London  some  time  since  arrived  in  the  Thames  only 
last  night.  As  the  failure  of  this  vessel  to  act  up  to 
the  expectations  of  the  friends  of  the  Atlantic  steam 
navigation  may  tend  (o  throw  some  little  damp  upon 
the  system — it  may  be  well  to  explain  that  this  is 
not  a vessel  of  the  smallest  repute,  and  has  only  ac- 
cidentally been  in  the  way  of  steaming  to  England 
from  New  York.  The  Sir  Lionel  Smith  belongs  to 
a company  lately  in  existence  here  for  the  interin- 
sular  navigation  of  the  West  Indies — and  was  order- 
ed to  New  York  for  repairs  in  consequence  of  there 
not  existing  in  the  West  Indies  any  port  where 
merchants  vessels  can  be  hauled  up.  The  compa- 
ny has  lately  been  dissolved  in  consequence  of  this 
and  numerous  other  difficulties  and  losses,  and  the 


Sir  Lionel  Smith  was  in  this  manner  sent  to  New 
York  for  repairs  and  comes  here  from  New  York  to 
be  sold. 

Another  steam  ship  of  considerable  tonnage,  call- 
ed the  Royal  William,  is  about  to  be  taken  off  of  the 
Irish  stations,  and  starts  for  New  York  on  the  fifth 
of  the  ensuing  month.  The  various  companies  are 
looking  out  in  all  directions  for  steamers  suitable 
for  the  purpose — for  there  is  a great  struggle  for  a 
share  in  the  wealth  which  must  be  reaped  by  those 
who  can  come  into  the  field,  until  new  steamers  can 
be  built.  What  has  become  of  capt.  Cobb  and  his 
large  steam  ship  of  which  so  much  was  proclaimed 
in  Liverpool  and  London  some  months  since? 

The  prediction  of  the  engineers,  however,  was 
that  the  engine  would  not  be  found  to  work  satis- 
factorily, on  account  of  the  liability  to  be  choaked 
by  the  clinkers — a result  which  the  enterprising 
captain  has  found  to  be  correct. 

The  blockade  of  the  ports  of  Mexico  by  the 
French  squadron,  has  become  a subject  of  great  in- 
terest among  the  merchants  and  Mexican  mining 
companies  here.  The  accounts  from  France  repre- 
sent that  the  blockade  has  the  entire  approbation  of 
the  court  of  the  Tuilleries,  and  that  several  addi- 
tional vessels  of  war  are  being  hurried  from  Toulon 
to  reinforce  the  squadrons  of  Tampico  and  Vera 
Cruz.  The  entire  justice  of  the  conduct  of  the 
French  is,  however,  much  doubted  by  very  numer- 
ous persons  in  this  country — and  all  parties  engag- 
ed in  transactions  with  Mexico,  regret  the  expect- 
ed long  derangement  in  trade.  The  imports  into 
Mexico  average  about  £8,000,000  per  annum,  of 
which  the  most  important  item  consists  of  cotton 
fabrics  of  a cheap  description,  which  are  almost 
entirely  supplied  by  your  northern  manufacturers, 
“domestic”  being  the  only  branch  of  the  cotton 
manufactures  in  which  the  Manchester  manufactu- 
rers cannot  compete  in  the  markets  of  the  South 
American  states.  The  loss  of  the  export  trade  will 
fall  therefore  principally  upon  the  manufacturers 
and  merchants  of  the  United  States — the  English 
mining  companies  being  expected  to  be  the  princi- 
pal sufferers  in  this  company  by  the  blockade  of  the 
ports  of  Tampico  and  Vera  Cruz.  This  however, 
is  a very  important  branch  of  investment  of  En- 
glish capital — for  one  of  the  London  companies — 
the  Real  del  Monte — has  expended  in  Mexico  little 
short  of  a million  of  money,  and  only  recently  has 
commenced  to  receive  any  considerable  return  from 
the  mines,  when  all  their  operations  have  become 
threatened  with  suspension  by  the  news  of  the 
blockade.  The  English  bond  holders  also  complain 
of  the  conduct  of  the  French — for  the  demands  upon 
the  Mexican  government  are  believed  to  be  enor- 
mously exaggerated,  to  be  more  than  ten  times 
greater  than  any  real  damage  which  the  property  of 
French  residents  may  at  any  time  have  received  in 
Mexico — and  the  payment  if  submitted  to  can  only 
be  made  out  of  the  custom-house  revenue  of  the 
country — of  which  a considerable  portion  has  re- 
cently been  set  apart  in  favor  of  the  foreign  bond 
holders — but  which  an  over-ruling  necessity  may 
compel  the  Mexican  authorities  to  pay  over  to  the 
French.  The  loss  of  revenue — the  suspension  of 
commercial  and  mining  facilities,  and  the  universal 
hatred  of  all  foreigners  promiscuously — which  this 
excessive  demand  and  unjustifiably  severe  method 
of  exacting  it,  will  create  amongst  the  population 
of  Mexico — are  all  dwelt  upon  by  the  interested 
parties  here.  The  very  impossibility  of  compliance 
with  a demand  for  a sum  of  £1,200,000,  by  a go- 
vernment, in  so  impoverished  a condition  as  that  of 
Mexico,  is  also  thought  to  be  a reason  for  expecting 
a long  continuation  of  the  blockade.  There  is  a 
growing  disposition  in  this  country  to  think  that 
what  is  called,  “the  law  of  nations”  is  very  unde- 
fined, and  a more  modern  system  is  required  in 
these  days  of  universal  commerce,  and  when  the  in- 
terests of  foreigners  who  are  not  parties  to  quarrels 
out  of  which  they  arise,  are  yet  so  extensively  in- 
jured by  these  not  always  justifiable  blockades. 


THE  PRESTON  BARBECUE. 

From  the  Columbia  Times  and  Gazelle. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

To  Messrs.  Joseph  A.  Black,  S.  Boatwright,  John 
Me  Cully,  T.  Center,  W.  Denly,  J.  D.  Mnrdecai, 
J.  C.  Phillips,  T.  H.  Wade,  and  Robert  Adams. 
Gentlemen:  We  have  been  appointed,  on  behaif 
of  some  of  the  citizens  of  Richland  district,  a com- 
mittee to  confer  with  you  as  to  the  barbecue  dinner, 
proposed  to  be  given  to  the  hon.  W.  C.  Preston, 
one  of  our  senators  in  congress. 

The  marked  party  character  proposed  to  be  given 
to  this  dinner,  by  confining  it  to  Mr.  Preston,  who 
represents  the  state,  and  excluding  col.  F.  H.  El- 
more, who  is  our  fellow  townsman,  and  represents 
the  district,  has  been  seen  with  great  pain. 


We  are  directed,  respectfully,  to  submit  for  your 
consideration. 

1st.  That  the  invitation  be  extended  to  both  our 
senators  in  congress,  and  to  col.  F.  H.  Elmore, 
our  immediate  representative,  by  name,  as  well  as 
to  the  remaining  portion  of  the  delegation  from  the 
state. 

2d.  That  the  dinner  be  postponed  to  such  period 
as  will  allow  a reasonable  time  for  communications 
to  be  made  to  the  guests  to  be  invited. 

3d  That  the  following  gentlemen  be  added  to  the 
committee  of  arrangements  for  the  occasion,  viz: 
col.  R.  H.  Goodwyn,  col.  John  G.  Brown,  Wm.  M. 
Myers,  B.  L.  McLaughlin,  Emanuel  Friday,  major 
Wm.  Hopkins,  John  S.  Lott,  Jesse  Debruhl,  Ri- 
chard Sondley, 

Representing  those  who  are  in  favor  of  the  sepa- 
ration of  the  government  from  the  money  power, 
and  opposed  to  the  establishment  of  a national  bank, 
and  to  the  elevation  of  Mr.  Clay  to  the  presidency, 
we  think  it  due  to  the  citizens,  if  information  be  the 
object,  that  both  sides  be  heard,  if  any,  or  all  these 
matters  are  to  be  brought  into  discussion;  and  the 
more  especially,  if  the  dinner  is  to  be  considered  as 
given  by  the  district  of  Richland,  or  the  citizens  of 
Columbia. 

An  early  reply  is  respectfully  asked. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

R.  H.  Goodwyn. 

J.  G.  Brown. 

Wm.  M.  Myers. 

16(/i  July,  1833.  John  S.  Lott. 

Col.  R.  H.  Goodwyn,  and  others,  committee  on  be- 
% half  of  some  of  the  citizens. 

Columbia,  July  17,  1838. 

Gentlemen:  The  committee  appointed  to  give  a 
hearty  welconft  “to  our  distinguished  senator,  Mr. 
Preston,”  and  “to  afford  him  an  opportunity  of  ad- 
dressing his  constituents,”  have  the  honor  to  ac- 
knowledge the  receipt  of  a communication  on  yes- 
terday, the  16th  inst.  signed  by  R.  H.  Goodwyn, 
John  S.  Lott,  Wm.  M.  Myers,  and  John  G.  Brown. 

The  committee  cannot  forbear  to  express  their 
surprise,  that  a proceeding  avowedly  intended  as  a 
personal  compliment  to  senator  Preston,  should  be 
characterized  in  this  communication,  as  bearing  the 
impress  of  a “marked  party  character.”  Whatever 
pain  gentlemen  may  have  experienced  under  thi3 
impression,  (and  we  have  deep  regret  in  discover- 
ing, that  it  is  so  great,)  the  committee  take  occa- 
sion to  assure  them,  in  the  most  respectful  terms,  is 
wholly  gratuitous.  It  is  ordinary  courtesy,  paid  by 
the  constituency  of  public  men  to  their  agents,  and 
never  before,  that  the  committee  are  aware,  has  it 
been  regarded  as  having  any  connection  with  party, 
when  conferred  upon  a representative  or  senator, 
by  his  immediate  neighbors  and  fellow  citizens,  and 
when  the  congressional  delegation  has  been  invit- 
ed without  distinction,  to  attend  as  guests.  The 
committee  are  not  aware,  that  any  “marked  party 
character”  was  attached  to  a personal  compliment 
of  the  same  nature,  paid  by  the  citizens  of  Edge- 
field,  in  November  last,  to  our  other  distinguished 
senator,  because  his  colleague  was  not  also  included; 
and  an  inference  that  would  not  apply  to  that,  can- 
not be  fairly  predicated  of  this.  The  committee 
have  extended  to  the  distinguished  colleague  of  se- 
nator Preston,  as  well  as  to  the  delegation  of  this 
state  in  the  house  of  representatives  in  congress, 
generally,  the  conrtesy  which  is  appropriate  and 
usual,  and  the  gentlemen  whose  names  are  attach- 
ed to  the  communication,  to  which  the  committee 
have  now  honor  to  reply,  will  be  pleased  to  under- 
stand a like  couitesy  as  extended  to  them. 

The  committee  are  equally  desirous  with  these 
gentlemen,  of  information  on  the  several  political 
points  referred  to  in  their  note,  and  will  promote 
any  means  of  eliciting  their  amicable  discussion; 
but  they  must  be  permitted  to  observe,  that  if  there 
be  any  party  in  this  state  or  district,  opposed  to 
“the  separation  of  the  money  power  from  the  go- 
vernment,” and  favorable  to  “the  establishment  of 
a national  bank,  and  to  the  elevation  of  Mr.  Clay  to 
the  presidency,”  they  are  not  conscious  of  its  exis- 
tence. Certain  they  are,  that  they  are  not  its  re- 
presentatives. If  the  committee  are  found  to  be 
exclusively  composed  of  that  party  who  disapprove 
the  proceedings, of  the  extra  session,  it  must  be  at- 
tributed to  the  circumstance  that  the  propriety  of 
such  a course  did  not  suggest  itself  to  any  other. 

Dpt  “if  any  or  all  these  matters  are  to  be  brought 
into  discussion,”  the  committee  “think  it  due  to 
their  fellow  citizens,  (it  ifuCriPation  be  the  object,” 
that  both  sides  be  heard,”  and  with  tn»£  jmnression 
they  will  be  most  happy  to  hear  the  views  o*f  ail  ouT 
representatives,  and  both  our  senators,  if  the  time 
will  permit.  The  committee  are  desirous,  howev- 
er, to  satisfy  all  the  friends  of  Mr.  Preston  and  Mr. 
Elmore,  and  therefore  accede,  with  great  pleasure, 
to  the  request,  that  col.  Elmore  be  included  in  the 
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compliment;  tile  more  especially  as  we  are  inform- 
ed, (Hat  ttiat  gentleman,  lor  w hom  we  entertain  the 
highest  respect,  has  changed  his  determination  ol 
spending  his  summer  abroad,  and  is  soon  expected 
to  return.  Our  notice  will  be  altered  accordingly. 

Very  respectfully, 

Jos.  A.  Black,  committee. 

From  the  Columbia  Times  and  Gazelle. 

Mr.  Editor:  Many  of  the  citizens  ol  Richland 
district  who  are  in  lavor  of  separating  the  banks 
from  the  government,  and  the  establishment  of  a 
national  bank,  and  oppos'd  to  the  elevation  of  Mr. 
Clay  to  the  presidency,  were  anxious  to  join  some 
of  their  neighbors,  in  giving  a public  dinner  to  cm 
immediate  representative  in  congress,  col.  F.  H. 
Elmore,  and  our  two  senators,  J.  C.  Calhoun,  and 
Wm.  C.  Preston,  and  to  receive  all  the  light  which 
these  distinguished  gentlemen  could  throw  upon 
those  subjects;  they  would  have  been  exceedingly 
glad  to  see  the  whole  district  unite  in  paying  tins 
Compliment,  and  in  obtaining  this  light;,  but  as  their 
wishes  could  not  be  gratified,  they  now  propose  to 
do  what  they  had  hoped  would  meet  with  uuanimi 
ty ; for  the  purpose  therefore  ol  giving  a public  din- 
ner to  our  representative  col.  F.  H Elmore,  and 
our  two  senators,  and  inviting  our  olher  members 
ol  congress,  the  following  gentlemen  are  constitut- 
ed a committee  ol  ai  rangements,  w ho  will  take  the 
necessary  measures  in  this  regard. 

Col.  R.  H.  Goodwyn,  John  English,  B L.  Mc- 
Laughlin, Adam  F.  Dnbaid,  maj.  James  O’Hanlon, 
Wm.  Douglas,  col.  W.  Moye,  Jo-eph  Ellison,  Gil 
b-rt  Stalker,  Dr.  A.  S.  Cii.ton,  Jas.  Fenton,  Allen 
Gibson,  Harman  Coon,  Daniel  Ciawford,  capt.  F. 
Lykes,  B.  Reily.  W.  M.  Myers,  Richard  Sondley, 
major  William  Hopkins,  John  S.  Lo*.  l)r.  Thomas 
Starke,  Emanuel  Friday,  Theodoie  Starke. 

The  committee  of  arrangements,  for  the  dinner 
to  be  given  to  col.  F.  H.  Elmore,  and  our  two  sena- 
tors, are  requested  to  meet  at  the  town  hall,  in  Co- 
lumbia, on  Monday  next,  at  11  o’clock,  A.  M. 

R.  H.  Goodwyn,  Chairman. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  DROMGOOLE,  OF  VIRGI- 
NIA, 

On  the  bill  to  separate  the  government  from  the  banks. 
In  the  house  of  representatives , June  20,  133$ — In 
committee  ot  the  w hole,  against  the  constitution  - 
ally  and  policy  of  employing  state  banks  as  fiscal 
agents  ol  the  federal  government,  and  in  favor  ol 
organizing  the  treasury  ol  the  United  States  in 
co  .lorrnity  with  the  constitution. 

Mr.  Dromgoole  rose  and  addressed  the  committee 
as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman  : I am  aware  that  our  session  is 
drawing  to  a close,  and  that,  consequently,  our 
time  is  precious;  but  the  recollection  that  I have 
seldom,  heretofore,  obtruded  myself  upon  the  house, 
or  committee,  and  always  with  brevity,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  importance  of  the  subject  now  under 
examination,  will,  I trust,  relieve  me  from  the 
charge  of  asking,  on  this  occasion,  an  unreasonable 
indulgence.  No  question,  perhaps,  since  the  Ame- 
rican revolution,  and  the  subsequent  adoption  ol 
the  federal  constitution,  has  arisen  in  the  United 
States,  involving  more  seriously  and  extensively  the 
principles  of  civil  liberty  and  tree  government. 

Ought  the  financial  operations  of  the  federal  go- 
vernment to  be  entirely  and  completely  separated 
from  the  business  and  the  transactions  of  banking 
institutions?  Ought  that  “treasury,” mentioned  in 
the  constitution,  required  by  it,  in  which  “all  pub- 
lic money”  is  to  be  placed  and  kept,  and  from 
which  “rto  tnottpy  shall  be  drawn,  but  inconse- 
quence of  appropriations  made  by  law” — ought  that 
*•  treasury”  to  exist  separately  and  distinctly  orga- 
nized— ought  that  “treasury”  to  be  independent  of 
the  banks  of  the  country?  Or,  ought  that  “treasury” 
to  be  closely  connected  and  allied  with  the  banks, 
and  made  essentially  dependent  on  them?  Doi  sthe 
constitution  require  that  this  “treasury”  shall,  in 
any  manner,  be  connected  with,  or  made  dependent 
on,  banking  companies?  Does  the  constitution  re- 
quire, did  I ask — does  it  permit  that  money  in  the 
“treasury”  may  be  promiscuously  blended  with  the 
funds  of  these  companies,  and  used  and  employed 
in  their  business,  so  that  its  ultimate  availability  to 
the  government  is  lelt  to  depend  upon  their  honesty, 
their  solvency,  their  success  or  failure  in  trade? 
And  it  the  constitution  does  not  positively  eitjoi 
such  connection,  still  is  it  practicable  or  possible  to 
dispense  with  it?  Is  such  a connection  “necessary 
ami  proper  for  carrying  into  execution”  any  power 
vested  by  the  constitution  in  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  or  in  any  department  or  officer  there- 
ol  ? Can  the  “treasury”  of  the  United  States  be 
properly,  completely  and  constitutionally  organized, 
and  made  to  perform  its  appropriate  functions  suc- 
cessfully, without  the  aid  or  interposition  of  bank 
agency? 


Sir, 'these  questions  involve  the  great  problem, 
are  the  people  capable  ol  self-government;  whose 
solution,  we  had  fiattered  ourselves,  had  been  di fi- 
nitely accomplished  by  the  establishment  ol  our 
republican  and  representative  systems.  Substan- 
tially, the  momentous,  the  vital  question,  is  revived 
of  the  right  and  the  capacity  ot  the  people  to  go- 
vern themselves. 

I ask,  Mr.  Chairman,  if  the  framers  of  the  con- 
stitution had  sufficient  wisdom,  and  did  they  exer- 
cise this  wisdom,  in  lorming  a plan  ol  government 
ca|iable  of  healthy  existence,  and  efficient  action, 
independent  of  the  fact,  whether  companies,  with 
the  pow  er  of  banking,  w ould,  or  would  not,  be  ere 
ated.  Can  the  people  of  the  United  Slates,  through 
their  ow  n agents,  constitutionally  ajipuinted,  and  con- 
stitutionally responsible,  administer  this  lederal  go- 
vernment peacefully  and  successtully?  Or,  must 
they,  with  a shamelul  and  degrading  admission  of 
their  incoinpetency,  resign  the  management  of  a 
poition  of  the  atiaus  and  business  of  their  govern- 
ment— a portion,  too,  vitally  important;  must  the 
people  ot  Me  several  states  confess  their  utter  inca 
pacity,  and  quietly  submit  the  management  of  their 
finances,  their  entire  moneyed  concerns,  to  artifi- 
cial persons — to  bodies  politic,  irresponsible  to  the 
constituted  authorities  of  the  United  States;  distin- 
guished fioin  the  mass  ot  the  community,  not  by 
their  superior  integrity,  but  by  their  odious  mono- 
polies and  exclusive  privileges;  who  boast  of  vest 
ed  rights,  not  enjoyed  by  the  rest  of  society,  but  in- 
eiolably  secured  by  charters,  which,  in  most  in- 
stances, presumptuously  claim  to  be  beyond  the 
reach  of  repeal  or  modification  by  the  whole  legis- 
lative authority  of  the  country? 

Mr.  Chairman,  1 desire  to  examine  this  proposed 
union  ol  banks  and  government  according  to  its  ow  n 
intrinsic  merit.  I will  not  yield  blind  obedience 
to  the  opinions  or  dicta  of  any,  however  eminent. 
I will  deliberate  and  reflect.  I will  draw  my  own 
conclusions.  I will  form  my  own  opinions;  and  I 
w ill  venture  to  express  them,  i hope,  with  becom- 
ing boldness.  I will  riot  search  lor  precedents. 
scattered  through  the  history  of  federal  legislation, 
opposite  and  irreconcilable  in  character,  and  bor- 
rowing their  complexion  from  the  alternate  ascen 
dancy  of  party.  No,  sir:  were  all  such  precedents 
collected,  and  congregated  into  a mountain’s  mag- 
nitude, they  would  not,  they  ought  not,  to  prepon 
derate  over  my  own  deliberate  convictions  of  the 
true  intent  and  purpose  of  the  federal  < onstitution. 
It  is  inv  duty  to  exercise  the  faculties  ol  my  own 
mind,  however  feeble,  in  applying  the  test  of  im- 
mutable principle  and  the  constitution,  to  every 
measure  presented  here  for  adoption  or  rejection. 
A tame  submission  to  precedents,  an  acknowledg- 
ment of  their  binding  obligation,  may  protect  error, 
and  promote  a continuance  of  its  evils  in  society, 
whereby  the  development  of  truth  is  retarded,  and 
the  gradual  work  ol  improvement  is  impeded.  On 
this  doctrine  of  precedents.  I beg  leave  to  read  to 
the  committee  some  brief  extracts  from  a political 
work,  written  by  one  of  Virginia’s  most  illustrious 
statesmen.  I refer  to  the  late  John  Taylor,  ol  Ca- 
roline, than  whom  no  man  had  more  thoroughly 
considered  the  principles  of  the  constitution,  and  to 
whose  writings  Mr.  Jefferson  himself  confessed  that 
he  was  indebted  for  the  correction  of  some  errors  of 
opinion  into  which  he  had  fallen. 

“Let  us,  (says  he  in  his  Construction  Construed, ) 
look  at  the  logic  which  supposes  that  acquiescence 
makes  precedents,  and  that  precedents  make  reason. 
Alt  precedents  or  laws  are  at  first  theory,  and  ac 
quiescence  alone  can  convert  them  into  practice. 
Bonking  began  as  a theory;  and  political  augurs 
differed  in  their  prognostications  of  its  effects;  The 
worst  precedents  are  often  but  little  felt  in  their  in- 
fancy, because  they  move  with  caution,  until  they 
gather  strength;  and  the  worse  they  are,  the  more 
time  is  often  required  to  develope  their  character. 
Some  foretold  that  banking  would  be  beneficial; 
others,  that  it  would  be  pernicious  to  our  country. 
It  would  be  an  odd  judgment,  however  honest,  which 
should  assert,  that  fulfilment  ought  to  destroy,  and 
falsehood  to  establish  an  augury,  because  just  at  the 
time  when  experience  has  converted  the  theory  of 
banking  into  evidence,  both  felt  and  understood, 
acqniesence  has  also  mellowed  the  same  theory  into 
a precedent,  and  a precedent  deprives  us  ol  the  be- 
nefit of  experience;  so  that  the  time  expended  in 
ascertaining  the  truth  or  falsehood  of  an  augury, 
renders  it  impossible  to  remedy  its  imposition,  just 
at  the  moment  w hen  it  is  discovered.” 

And  in  another  place  he  continues: 

“Precedents  would  make  a strange  species  of  con  ■ 
stitnlion,  according  to  our  notions;  they  would  b ■ 
lepealable  by  the  legislatures  which  made  them. 
In  thosp  countries  where  the  governments  are  abso- 
lute, this  is  no  objection  to  them;  but  here  prece- 
dents are  nothing  but  laws,  and  the  question,  whe- 
ther they  are  constitutional  or  not,  must  forever 


remain  attached  to  them,  unltss  it  can  be  pioved 
that  it  is  a question  ot  no  importance  alter  having 
'obtained  fhe  title  ol  precedents.  It  will  then  be- 
! come  a matter  ol  very  great  importance  toasceitain 
by  whom  this  title  is  to  be  bestowed.” 

Anri  whilst  1 repudiate  the  authority  of  prece- 
dents, I will  not  seaich  lor  piactices  or  professions 
of  par'y  to  guide  me.  1 will  not  hunt  up  the  isola- 
ted opinions  ot  this  or  that  illustrious  statesman, 
living  or  dead,  as  a rule  by  which  my  own  vote  is 
to  be  controlled.  Much  Itss  will  I rely  on  any  hasty 
or  detached  opinions  of  my  own,  expressed  or  in- 
ferred, on  iormer  occasions.  My  freedom  ol  thought 
and  my  right  of  independent  deliberation,  shall  not 
be  lettered  with  the  chains  of  pre-judgment.  '1  he 
illuminations  of  experimental  truth  snail  not  be  ex- 
cluded from  my  political  path,  becat.se  heretofore  I 
may  have  boggled  iri  darkness,  or  been  misled  by 
an  imperfect  light  or  a lalse  glare.  The  liiendiy 
advances  of  reason  and  argument,  with  all  their 
benign  influences,  shall  not  be  obstructed  by  any 
barriers  w hich  pride  and  prejudice  may  exert  in  de- 
fence of  primary  positions.  No  peculiarity  of  po- 
sition, no  associations,  personal  or  political,  con- 
nected with  its  first  occupancy,  can  justify,  lor  the 
single  purpose  of  holding  out  m ns  dtlence,  an 
abandonment  of  the  interests  ot  the  whole  country. 
Whilst  pride  may  uige  selfish  considerations  in 
favor  of  obstinate  perseverance,  patriotism  will 
strongly  recommend  the  surrender  of  oiigiual  pre- 
possessions lor  the  sake  of  a nation’s  good.  Those 
who  w ill,  may  make  their  boasted  consistency  the 
sole  deity  ol  their  adoration,  and  may  tali  uown  at 
its  shrine  in  blind  and  unthinking  devotion.  Those 
who  will,  may  remain  immovaoiy  fixed  to  their 
peculiar  positions,  and  may  spurn  with  scorn  every 
change  or  mollification  vv  hich  time  and  circumstance, 
and  the  development  ol  principles, may  suggest  and 
invite,  until  thtir  positions,  by  their  outre  and  in- 
harmonious appearance,  as  contrasted  with  the  sur- 
rounding improvements,  ejected  by  a judicious  ap- 
plication of  political  science  to  human  auairs,  will 
serve  only  lo  excite  the  ridicule  of  all  intelligent 
and  patriotic  observers.  For  inysell,  I shall  ever 
hold  my  anxiety  for  consistency  in  strict  suboidi- 
nation  to  my  love  of  truth.  The  correctness  and 
sincerity  of  my  present  convictions,  are  to  me  a 
matter  of  much  higher  consideration  than  their  con- 
formity to  opinions  of  a previous  period  on  oilier 
subjects,  and  in  a far  different  condition  ot  afiairs. 
Inst  ad  of  appealing  to  tormal  precedents,  lo  ihe 
influence  of  conspicuous  names,  or  mooting  Ihe  un- 
important question  of  my  own  consistency,!  prefer 
lo  recur  to  fundamental  principles,  and  lo  me  plain 
letter  and  spirit  oi  the  constitution,  and  by  these  to 
test  the  coirectness  of  my  present  view  s. 

It  is  then,  sir,  a fundamental  principle,  that  there 
is  a division  of  political  power  between  the  states 
and  the  federal  government,  'l'he  powers  confer- 
red on  the  government  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
language  of  the  federalists,  “are  few  and  defined;” 
whilst,  without  exception,  “the  powers  not  delega- 
ted to  the  United  States  by  the  constitution,  nor 
prohibited  by  it  to  the  states,  are  reserved  to  the 
states  respectively,  or  to  the  people.”  The  powers, 
therefore,  which  remain  w iththe  states  respecliv ely, 
and  with  the  people  of  each  state,  “are  many  and 
undefined.”  These  governments  having  a separate 
and  distinct  organization,  and  having  a separaleand 
independent  action  of  each  other,  in  the  execution 
of  their  respective  pow'ers  and  duties,  there  is  ne- 
cessarily a dividing  line,  w hich  must  be  kept  con  - 
stantly in  view.  The  more  cleatlv  it  is  marked 
and  defined,  the  more  certainly  will  each  govetn- 
ment  be  restricted  within  its  own  appropiiate  and 
constitutional  province;  and  the  more  eiiectually 
will  confusion,  embarrassment,  and  collision  be 
avoided  in  the  progress  of  their  administrations. 
An  obliteration  of  this  line,  an  encroachment  upon 
this  boundary,  mars  the  beauty,  deranges  the  de- 
sign, destroys  the  harmony, and  impairs  the  strength 
of  our  whole  political  system. 

Having  presented  to  the  committee  this  fundamen- 
tal and  essential  principle  of  a separation  ol  the 
powers  of  the  states  anti  of  the  government  of  Ihe 
United  States,  I beg  leave  to  read  certain  express 
provisions  of  the  constitution,  to  which  our  action,  to 
be  rightful,  must  conform  iri  prescribing  regulations 
for  Ihe  administrarion  of  the  finances. 

Section  eight  of  article  the  first,  vesfs  congress 
with  power — 

“To  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  ex- 
cises, to  [iay  the  debts  and  provide  for  the  common 
defence  and  general  welfare  of  the  United  Stall s; 
but  all  duties,  imposts,  and  excises,  shall  be  uniform 
throughout  the  United  States; 

“To  borrow  money  on  the  credit  of  the  United 
States; 

“To  coin  money,  regulate  the  value  thereof  and 
of  foreign  coin,  and  fix  the  standard  of  weights  and 
measures; 
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•‘To  provide  lor  the  punishment  of  counterfeiting 
the  securiiies  ami  current  coin  of  the  United  States; 

‘ To  make  all  laws  which  shall  be  necessary  a d 
proper  tor  carrying  into  execution  the  foregoing 
powers,  and  all  other  powers  vested  by  this  constitu- 
tion in  the  government  of  the  United  States,  or  in  any 
department  or  officer  thereof.” 

Sec.  7,  Art.  1.  “All  bills  for  raising  revenue  shall 
originate  in  trie  house  of  representatives.” 

Sec.  9.  “No  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  trea- 
sury but  in  consequence  of  appropriations  made  by 
Jaw;  and  a regular  statement  and  account  of  the  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures  of  all  public  money  shall  be 
published  from  time  to  time.” 

Sec.  It).  ‘‘No  stale  shall  coin  money;  emit  bills  of 
credit;  make  any  thing  but  gold  and  silver  coin  a ten- 
der in  payment  of  debts.” 

Now,  Mr.  Cuairman,  it  is  proposed,  on  one  hand, 
to  organise  the  treasury  ot  the  United  States,  so  as 
to  dispense  with  bank  agency,  and  to  conform  strict- 
ly with  the  requisitions  of  trie  constitution;  on  the 
other  hand,  it  is  proposed  to  engage  and  employ,  by 
contract,  state  banks,  corporations,  to  perform  the 
oilice  of  fiscal  agents  to  the  federal  government. 
Thus  a direct  issue  is  made  up  between  the  advocates 
and  opponents  ot  the  two  schemes,  and  fairly  pre- 
sented to  the  country.  To  the  employment  of  the 
state  banks,  an  objection,  in  limine,  has  sometioies 
been  urged — that  they  are  contrary  to  the  constitu- 
tion ot  me  United  States.  It  is  not  necessary  to  the 
course  oi  argument  which  I propose,  to  enter  into 
tne  question  ol  the  constitutional  power  of  the  states 
to  incorporate  banking  companies.  From  careful 
study  and  honest  conviction,  I belong  to  that  politi- 
cal party  who  insist  upon  a strict  and  limited  con- 
struction ol  the  grants  of  power  enumerated  in  the 
constitution,  and  who,  in  my  own  state,  in  the  early 
struggle  waged  between  state  rights  and  federal  en- 
croacumenl,  concurred  with  the  general  assembly  in 
peremptorily  and  explicitly  declaring  that  “it  views 
tne  powers  ot  the  federal  government,  as  resulting 
Iro.ii  the  compact  to  which  the  states  are  parties,  as 
limited  by  the  plain  sense  and  intention  of  the  in- 
sti  umant  constituting  that  compact,  as  no  farther 
valid  than  they  are  authorised  by  the  grants  enu- 
merated tu  that  compact;  and  that  in  case  of  a de- 
liberate, palpable,  and  dangerous  exercise  of  other 
powers  not  granted  by  the  compact,  the  states,  who 
are  parties  tnerelo,  have  the  right,  and  are  in  duly 
bound,  to  interpose  tor  arresting  the  progress  of  the 
evil,  aud  for  maintaining,  within  their  respective 
limns,  the  authorities,  rights,  and  liberties,  apper- 
taining .0  them.”  Holding  fast  to  ttiis  docnine, 
maintaining  tnat  the  states,  as  sovereign  parties, 
having  no  common  arbiter,  may  interpret  the  com- 
pact lor  themselves,  and  may  interpose  to  arrest  its 
violation,  as  a state  rights  man,  I cannot  admit— on 
the  contrary,  1 utterly  deny — that  congress,  or  any 
department  ot  the  lederal  government,  the  mere 
creature  or  agent  of  the  parties,  can  construe  the 
powers,  or  dehue  the  limits  of  state  authority.  Con- 
gress is  not  a competent  tribunal,  and  cannot  under 
take  to  decide  whether  any  provision  of  the  federal 
constitution  prohibits  the  states  from  creating  bank- 
ing institutions,  i am  not  to  be  understood  as  con- 
tending that  such  a question  might  not  incidentally 
arise  belore  tile  courts  of  the  United  States,  or  that 
they  could  not  properly  decide  such  point,  arising 
in  a case  ot  whicn,  under  the  constitution,  they  had 
cognizance.  Nor  do  I mean  to  deny  that  their  de- 
cision, pronounced  in  such  a case,  would  be  of  bind- 
ing  obligation  between  the  parties  litigant.  I de- 
cline, therefore,  a discussion  of  the  constitutionality 
ot  slate  banks,  and  shall  admit,  lor  the  purpose  ol 
argument,  their  rightful  existence.  On  this  occa- 
sion, too,  1 dei line  an  examination  of  their  expe- 
diency or  utility.  For  tne  present,  also,  the  impor- 
tant inquiry  is  waived,  whether  their  exclusive  privi- 
leges aud  chartered  immunities  are  in  accoidance 
w all  the  genius  and  principles  of  republican  govern- 
ment, or  consistent  with  the  equal  rights  of  all  the 
citizens,  i will  not  indulge  myself  here  to  speak 
of  ttie  great  question  of  bank  reform — the  great 
question  ol  a necessary  and  thorough  revisal  of  the 
entire  system  and  doctrine  of  corporations — ques- 
tions w hich  are  irresistibly  forcing  themselves  upon 
public  consideration  both  in  England  and  America, 
in  spite  of  all  conservative  resislanre  in  both  coun- 
tries. Waiving  tile  discussion  of  these  topics  on  this 
floor,  1 proceed  to  an  examination,  not  of  the  pro- 
visions m detail,  but  ol  the  principles  of  this  fondly 
cherished  scheme  of  selecting  in  the  first  instance, 
and  then  employing,  by  contract,  state  banks  to  per- 
form the  fiscal  operations  of  (lie  federal  government. 

1 arraign  it  belore  the  country,  and  impeach  it  at 
the  bar  ol  public  opinion  of  violating  some  of  the 
express  provisions  of  the  constitution — of  tending 
to  defeat  the  object  designed,  by  the  substitution  ol 
a direct  power  to  raise  revenue,  in  place  of  the  in- 
direct mode  of  requisitions  on  the  states — of  exer- 


cising “other  powers  not  granted  in  the  compact” — 
of  disfiguring,  if  not  obliterating,  the  line  01  dis- 
tinction and  separation  between  the  authorities  of 
tne  United  States  and  of  the  respective  states — ot 
contradicting  the  settled  doctiines  of  political  econo- 
my, and  grossly  mistaking  the  nature  and  effect  of 
taxation  and  public  expenditure — and  finally,  upon 
a comprehensive  view  of  all  its  purposes,  promises, 
and  designs,  1 accuse  it  of  commending  to  our  lips 
a rank  and  poisonous  federalism,  worthy  of  the  lime 
arid  the  school  of  Alexander  Hamilton. 

The  plan  of  converting  the  state  banks,  by  league 
and  compact,  into  an  adequate  and  uniform  fiscal 
system  lor  the  whole  United  States,  requires  a lati- 
tudinous  construction  of  the  constitution,  and  an 
expanded  exertion  of  federal  pow:er,  extravagant, 
unprecedented,  and  alarming.  Solemnly  and  de- 
liberately convinced  that  such  is  the  character  of  the 
measure,  I am  impelled  by  a sense  of  duty  to  essay 
its  exposure  to  public  reprehension;  and  although  1 
strongly  desire  to  indulge  a peaceful  temper  and  a 
conciliatory  spirit;  to  avoid  crimination, dissension, 
and  division;  and  to  prefer  no  chaige  against  per- 
sonal friends  and  political  associates;  yet,  sir,  this 
sense  of  duty  to  my  constituents  and  my  country  is 
paramount  and  must  be  obeyed. 

By  reference,  Mr.  Chairman,  it  will  be  clearly 
perceived  that  the  clauses  of  the  constitution  which 
nave  been  cited,  absolutely  require  that  the  revenue, 
and  all  the  “public  money,”  shall  be  kept  in  a trea- 
sury. It  is,  therelore,  the  duty  of  congress  to  cre- 
ate by  law,  to  call  into  existence  by  legal  enactment, 
this  treasury,  in  which  the  public  money  must  be 
deposited  when  collected  or  received;  and  it  is  also 
the  duty  of  congress  so  to  regulate  and  guard  the 
custody  ot  the  revenue,  that  it  may  be  ready  at  every 
moment,  without  contingency  or  delay,  after  its  re- 
ceipt into  the  treasury,  when  required,  to  meet  ap- 
propriations. As  the  revenue  must  be  placed  in  the 
treasury,  and  as  no  money  can  be  drawn  therefrom 
but  in  consequence  of  appropriations  made  by  law, 
it  results  conclusively  that  no  part  of  the  public 
money  once  received  into  the  treasury  can  be  inter- 
mediately withdrawn,  or  otherwise  used  and  em- 
ployed. Now,  sir,  a treasury  cannot  be  recognised 
oy  these  essential  ciiaracleristics — of  being  the  re- 
ceptacle of  all  public  money,  retaining  it  secure 
and  inviolate  for  any  purpose  but  lor  appropriations, 
aud  keeping  it  ever  ready  for  these — unless  it  be  ol 
the  entire  creation,  and  under  tile  separate  arid  in 
dependent  supervision  and  regulation,  of  the  con- 
stituted authorities  of  the  United  States.  This 
trpasuty,  to  answer  the  wise  purposes  of  its  institu- 
tion, must,  of  course,  be  entrusted  to  the  mange- 
uient  of  human  agency;  and  this  agency,  to  insure 
its  fidelity  and  efficiency,  must  be  held  strictly  ac- 
countable and  responsible,  and  made  susceptive  ol 
coercion  into  a proper  discharge  of  duty.  The  laws 
creating  and  organizing  the  treasury  may  and  ought 
to  contain  sanctions;  they  may  and  ought  to  pre- 
scribe and  enforce  fine  and  punishment  for  delin- 
quency and  latlur  ■ . Corporations,  especially  those 
existing  by  state  authority,  cannot  completely  and 
effectually,  if  at  all,  be  subjected  to  eoinpulsatory 
and  penal  legislation.  Hence  not  only  the  superior 
expediency,  but,  to  my  mind,  the  necessity,  of  se- 
lecting individual  rather  than  corporate  agency — ol 
employing  natural  lather  than  artificial  persons.  Il 
this  be  so,  it  cannot  be  completely  and  effectually 
accomplished  unless  the  treasury  is  wholly  admin 
isterc-d  by  officers  of  the  federal  government.  Yes, 
sir,  the  officers  pioper  of  the  treasury  must  be  ap- 
pointed and  commissioned,  as  officers  of  the  United 
States,  by  authority  of  l lie  fed-ral  government,  iriusi 
be  amenable  to  the  same  authority,  punishable  by 
the  same  authority,  and  by  the  same  authority  re- 
movable from  office. 

According  to  my  perception,  it  appears  clear  and 
indisputable  that  the  deposite  ot  the  public  money 
in  the  state  banks,  and  the  grant  of  its  entire  cus- 
tody to  lliein  and  their  officers,  are  a violation  ol 
the  positive  provisions  of  the  constitution,  which 
require  that  this  public  money  shall  be  placed  in 
the  treasury,  and  there  so  kept,  that  no  part  shall 
be  withdrawn  at  any  time,  or  for  any  purpose,  “but 
iri  const quence  of  appropriations  made  by  law.” 
But  the  revenue,  the  public  money,  thus  on  de 
posite,  although  collected  and  received,  isnol  actual- 
ly in  the  treasury  of  the  United  Slates.  It  is  there 
only  by  contemplation  of  the  law — it  is  there  only 
by  the  magic  of  legal  construction.  The  revenue 
is  placed  in  the  possession  of  these  corporations; 
Itiey  have  the  same  use  and  control  of  the  public 
money,  for  all  purposes  of  business,  as  they  have  of 
the  money  and  funds  of  themsedves;  and,  in  palpa- 
ble contradiction  of  (ids  flagrant  fact,  a.credulons 
and  confiding  constituency  are  gravely  invited  to 
believe,  to  take  it  for  granted,  that  the  money  is 
really  and  bona  fide  in  the  treasury,  lying  ready  and 
capable  of  being  drawn  therefrom  according  to  law. 


Sir,  this  requires  a force  of  the  imagination,  a 
transport  ol  the  fancy,  utterly  beyond  the  ex.  riions 
ol  plain  sense  aud  common  observation,  ltisouer- 
ing  an  idle  mockery  to  an  honest  man’s  reason.  It 
cannot  be  that  the  mass  of  tile  people  of  this  country 
have  a love  for  fiction  and  romance  so  extensively 
cultivated,  so  exquisitely  refined,  as  to  require  aiti- 
fice  and  deception  lor  its  gratificaiion,  in  the  dull 
and  dry  concern  of  an  account  current  of  receipts 
and  expenditures.  It  cannot  be  that  the  people  are 
yet  prepared  to  adopt  a system,  and  stamp  it  with 
“a  final  consideration  and  deliberate  adherence,” 
which  authorizes  and  requires  financial  inventions, 
instead  of  “a  regular  statement  and  account  of  the 
receipts  and  expenditures  of  all  public  money.”  An 
honest  and  confiding  people  cheerfully  and  gene- 
rously discharge  all  their  public  burdens;  they  un- 
grudgingly, and  without  complaint,  salisty  the  last 
exaciions  of  their  government;  with  an  uncorrupt- 
ed simplicity,  they  readily  believe  that  their  conlii- 
Lutions,  rendered  in  willing  obedience  to  law,  will 
be  put  in  their  own  common  treasury,  and  drawn 
out  only  to  meet  legitimate  and  necessary  appro* 
priations;  and  that  their  servants  will  give  them.irom 
time  to  time,  a plain,  intelligible,  aud  satisfactory 
exposition.  Instead  of  a regular  statement  and  ac- 
count, comprehensible  to  an  ordinary  mind,  they 
receive  an  elaborate  dissertation  upon  ihe  condition 
of  the  finances,  and  an  abstruse  explication  ot  avail- 
able and  unavailable  lunds.  The  very  laws  are  an 
oifence  to  their  sense  of  morality  ami  their  love  of 
truth,  because  they  require  technical  misrepresen- 
tations of  the  true  state  of  the  treasury. 

Sir,  congress  is  guilty  of  gross  financial  dilapida- 
tion, by  surrendeiing  the  puulic  money  to  irrespon- 
sible persons  and  bodies  politic  for  tneir  own  use 
ami  benefit,  instead  of  keeping  it  securely  in  the 
treasury;  and  hut  lor  legal  Innas  and  technicalities, 
would  be  jus  I ly  chargable  with  peculation  and  em- 
bezzlement. The  withering  indignation  ot  a be- 
trayed and  outraged  community  is  prevented  only 
by  imposing  on  them  “a  fiction  of  law”  lor  “a  mat- 
ter of  fact.” 

Mr.  Chairman,  I have  endeavored  to  show  that 
the  constitution  requires  that  the  collected  revenue 
shall  be  safely  kept  in  the  treasury  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  it  cannot  be  intermediately  usid  or 
employed,  because  there  is  a positive  injunction 
against  taking  any  money  out  ol  tne  treasury  but 
to  meet  appropriations  made  by  law. 

I have  also  endeavored  to  show  that  this  treasury, 
which  is  thus  to  hold  Ihe  public  money,  must  ne- 
cessarily, if  it  accomplish  its  intended  purposes,  be 
wholcly  created  and  solely  governed  by  the  authori- 
ty of  the  United  States.  'i  hose  who  are  required 
to  place  money  in  a treasury,  and  keep  it  theie  se- 
curely, without  being  used  oy  themselves  or  others 
for  any  purpose,  until  wanted  for  a speciiic  object, 
and  are  then  bound  to  produce  il,  must,  in  the  very 
nature  of  things,  not  only  have  access  to  Ibis  trea- 
sury, but  must  also,  to  the  entire  exclusion  ol  all 
others,  have  the  entire  possession  and  control  ol  it. 
Now,  sir,  bank  officers  and  dtreclots  and  stockhol- 
ders do  not  correspond  with  this  description  of 
persons;  and  the  banks  do  not,  aud  cannot,  consti- 
tutionally, constitute  such  a Ireasuty  as  I have  de- 
scribed. 

A mere  direction  to  deposite  the  public  money 
in  the  banks  does  not,  ipso  facto,  convert  them  into 
the  treasniy.  The  act  of  congress  does  not  create 
them,  cannot  increase  or  diminish  tne  powers,  and 
cannot  rightfully  stipulate  for  the  peilormance  of 
any  service  regugnant  to  their  charters,  it  will 
hardly  be  argued  tnat  congress  has  power  dirtctly 
and  peremptory  to  require  the  banks  to  receive, 
to  keep,  to  transfer,  and  to  disburse  the  public  mo- 
ney— to  prescribe,  by  law,  the  manner  in  which 
these  duties  shall  be  perlormed,  and  to  punish  lor 
refusal  failure  or  neglect.  Sir,  I hazard  nothing  in 
expressing  the  opinion,  that  no  man  will  maintain 
that  congress  can  compel  the  banks  to  become  the 
depositories  of  the  revenue.  If  there  be  no  sub- 
stantive power,  which  can  be  directly  exercised  to 
compel  the  banks  to  perform  these  duties,  then  the 
authority  to  accomplish  the  same  end  circuitously, 
by  indirect  means  and  by  contrivance,  must  be  de- 
rived by  unfair  interpretation.  If  congress  does 
truly  possess  the  power  under  the  constitution,  to 
devolve  this  duty  on  the  batiks,  then  it  may  legiti- 
mately carry  it  into  execution,  and  may  adopt  coer- 
cive measures.  Not  only  does  the  constitution  ex- 
pressly authorize  the  passage  of  all  necessary 
and  proper  laws  In  carry  into  execution  a granted 
power,  but  it  is  the  very  essence  of  law  to  exact 
obedience.  A law  is  a rule  prescribed,  which  must 
be  obeyed — it  enjoins  duty,  and  may  compel  per- 
formance— it  speaks  to  command,  and  not  to  parley 

and  a want  of  approbation  cannot  render  a law, 

enacted  in  pursuance  ot  the  constituiution,  nuga- 
tory, or  justify  disobedience  on  the  part  of  those  to 
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whom  it  is  addressed.  If  a sanction  cannot  be  an- 
nexed— if  a penalty  cannot  be  enforced,  then  it  is 
clear  that  there  is  a want  of  legislative  authority  to 
command,  what  it  proposes  to  be  performed.  In  oth- 
er words,  an  evident  and  acknowledged  inability  to 
enforce  compliance,  to  compel  performance,  is  con 
elusive  proof  of  the  non-existence  of  the  power. 
As  then  congress  cannot  constitutionally  impose 
fine  and  punishment  on  these  corporations  and  their 
officers,  for  refusing  to  keep  the  public  money,  for 
failing  to  keep  it  safely,  for  declining  to  transfer  or 
disburse  it,  for  neglecting  to  refund  it  when  required, 
or  even  lor  embezzling  it,  it  would  seem  idle  to  dis- 
course about  the  existence  of  any  substantive  or 
efficient  power  to  prescribe  and  command  such  du- 
ties. A palpable  defect  of  power  can  be  supplied 
only  in  the  mode  designated  in  the  constitution:  it 
cannot  be  obviated  by  artful  contrivance,  by  indi- 
rection, and  by  circuity  of  legislative  action.  No 
compact,  stipulation,  or  agreement  with  these  cor- 
porations can  confer  on  congress,  or  the  executive, 
or  any  department  of  this  government,  additional 
powers.  The  authority  of  congress  over  the  sub- 
ject of  finance  and  revenue  cannot  depend,  in 
whole  or  in  part,  for  its  existence  or  its  exertion, 
upon  the  assent  or  dissent  of  bodies  politic.  The 
consent  of  one  or  more  states  cannot  empower  con- 
gress to  do  an  act  not  warranted  by  the  constitu- 
tion, nor  can  the  dissent  of  one  or  more  states  pre- 
vent the  exercise  of  a power  clearly  granted.  This 
doctrine  applies  a fortiori  to  corporations  created 
by  the  states,  and  subordinate  to  their  sovereignty. 

The  conclusion  is  regularly  reached,  and  is  un- 
deniable, that  the  state  banks  are  not,  and  cannot 
become,  the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  as  de- 
signed and  required  by  the  constitution  itself.  The 
corollary  from  this  conclusion  is,  that  public  money 
placed  in  the  banks  on  deposite,  is  not  in  the  treasu- 
ry, safe,  and  ready  at  every  moment,  from  the  time 
of  its  receipt,  to  be  drawn  therefrom,  “in  conse- 
quence of  appropriations  made  by  law,”  and  inca- 
pable of  being  subtracted  therefrom,  in  conse- 
quence of  any  thing  else.  It  is  true,  that  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  annually  reports  all  that 
public  money  as  being  in  the  treasury  which  is  on 
deposite,  and  in  possession  of  the  banks;  and  it  is 
also  true  that  the  acts  making  appropriations,  re- 
gard this  public  money  in  the  same  point  of  view. 
But,  sir,  1 think  it  has  been  made  manifest  in  a pre- 
vious part  of  my  argument,  that  this  whole  pro- 
ceeding rests  upon  delusion,  and  not  upon  reality; 
upon  hypothesis,  and  not  upon  fact;  that  artificial 
conclusions  are  required  by  the  character  of  our 
financial  system,  and  the  nature  of  our  legislation, 
not  warranted  by  the  actual  condition  of  the  trea- 
sury. Are  we  to  be  told  that  there  is  no  distinc- 
tion between  the  actual  possession  of  money,  the 
real  cash  in  hand,  and  a debt  due,  a mere  liability 
to  pay  money.  1 understood  my  colleague  [Mr. 
Garland]  as  asserting  that  money  deposited  in  bank 
was  just  as  much  in  the  possession  of  government, 
as  when  in  the  hands  of  its  own  officers.  Do  you 
recognise  no  difference,  Mr.  Chairman,  between 
drawn ng  money  out  of  your  own  chest,  and  paying 
your  creditor,  and  giving  him  a check  or  order  on 
your  debtor,  in  satisfaction  of  his  claim?  The  most 
ordinary  intellect  must  perceive  clearly  the  distinc- 
tion in  the  case  of  individuals;  and,  having  per- 
ceived this,  must  inevitably  admit  that  there  is  a 
similar  distinction  between  money  in  the  treasury, 
in  the  actual  possession  of  the  government,  which 
can  be  seen,  touched,  counted  and  used,  and  a debt 
or  liability  from  the  banks  to  the  government,  which 
may  or  may  not  be  paid,  according  to  promise  and 
contract,  on  demand.  Many  an  honest  creditor,  by 
the  story  of  his  disappointment  and  distress,  a tale 
of  real  life  without  the  embellishment,  of  fiction- 
can  readily  and  easily  explain  the  difference  be, 
tween  receiving  money  drawn  out  of  the  treasury 
and  paid  to  Kim  by  a responsible  and  authorized  offi- 
cer of  the  government,  and  receiving  a draft  upon  an 
insolvent  orsuspended  debtor  bank,  in  discharge  of 
his  claim.  Snch  an  one  knows  and  feels  the  differ- 
ence between  the  receipt  of  money  and  the  re- 
ceipt of  a bill  drawn  on  another  for  money.  A debt 
due  and  unpaid,  is  not  money  in  possession.  This 
delusive  idea,  that  money  deposited  in  bank  is  in 
possession  of  the  government,  is  dissipated  by  a 
positive  enactment  of  congress  at  the  late  extra 
session.  This  act  rests  upon  the  existing  facts  of 
the  case,  and  not  upon  the  hypothesis  of  the  de- 
posite system.  _ 

[Mr.  Dromgoole  here  introduced  and  read  to  the 
committee  the  act  of  congress  passed  October  16th, 
1537,  and  entitled  “An  act  for  adjusting  the  remain- 
ing claims  upon  the  late  deposite  banks.”] 

ffere,  sir,  is  an  admission  of  the  tact,  which  the 
deposite  system  endeavors  to  conceal  and  mystify, 
that  the  public  deposites  in  the  banks  are  not  pub- 
lic money  in  the  treasury.  This  act  recognises 
them  as  debts  due  to  the  United  States  from  those 


institutions;  it  extends  indulgence  to  them;  and  it 
exacts  interest  for  delaying  payment.  It  is  an  ut- 
ter absurdity  to  assert  that  the  same  identical  money 
is  in  the  treasury,  and  at  the  same  time  an  unavaila- 
ble or  unpaid  debt.  It  is  defaming  the  constitution 
to  charge  it  with  giving  sanction  or  countenance  to 
such  inexplicable  contradictions — such  irreconcila- 
ble inconsistencies. 

Next  in  the  order  of  impeachment,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I am  to  make  good  the  charge,  that  this  union 
of  the  banks  with  the  government  tends  to  defeat 
the  object  designed  by  the  framers  of  the  constitu- 
tion in  substituting  a direct  power  to  raise  revenues 
in  place  of  the  indirect  mode  of  making  requisitions 
on  the  states.  It  is  unnecessary  to  detain  the  com- 
mittee with  the  history  of  the  requisitions  made  by 
congress,  under  the  articles  of  confederation,  on  the 
different  states  of  the  union;  with  an  account  of  the 
delay  or  failure  of  the  states,  in  many  instances,  to 
comply;  or  with  explanations  of  the  insuperable 
difficulties,  indeed  the  acknowledged  inability  of 
congress  to  enforce  compliance.  The  principles  of 
legislation  for  states  or  governments,  in  their  corpo- 
rate or  collective  capacities,  as  contradistinguished 
from  the  individuals  of  whom  they  consist,  was  pro- 
nounced by  the  writers  of  the  day  to  be  the  “great 
and  radical  vice”  of  the  existing  confedeYation. 
'The  narrative  of  those  times,  the  current  essays, 
and  the  solemn  debates,  incontestibly  prove  that  the 
correction  of  this  radical  vice  was  a powerful  and 
leading  inducement  in  the  formation  of  the  present 
constitution.  So  thoroughly  penetrated  were  the 
framers  of  the  constitution,  and  the  American  peo- 
ple, with  the  conviction  of  the  necessity  of  delegat- 
ing to  congress  a power  of  raising  revenue,  separate 
from  and  independent  of  the  states,  in  order  that  that 
body  might  preserve  the  public  faith, comply  prompt- 
ly with  all  engagements  entered  into  in  behalf  of 
the  United  States,  and  execute  efficiently  all  acts 
requiring  an  appropriation  of  money,  that  they  con- 
sented, in  this  particular,  to  give  the  government 
of  the  union  a national  instead  of  a federal  aspect. 

Congress  was,  therefore,  authorized  to  apply  the 
revenue  power  directly  to  the  persons  of  the  citi- 
zens, relieved  from  any  dependence  on  the  states, 
as  communities,  in  their  corporate  character,  and 
exempt  from  the  embarrassments  and  difficulties 
of  their  intervention.  The  principle  introduced  is 
that  of  obtaining  the  necessary  revenue  by  acts  of 
legislation  operating  upon  individuals;  the  object 
was  to  secure  to  the  government  the  appropriate 
application  or  use  of  this  revenue  to  its  wants, 
without  dependence  on  Corporate  bodies.  The  pirin- 
ciple  will  have  been  introduced  in  vain,  if,  after  the 
collection  of  the  revenue,  it  may  be  returned  to 
the  states  under  the  name  of  deposites,  by  which 
operation  congress  is  again  reduced  to  a depemlance 
on  them,  and  compelled  again  to  resort  to  the  aban- 
doned system  of  requisitions.  And  is  not  the  prin- 
ciple violated  in  a twofold  degree  by  a dependance 
on  banks,  creating  the  necessity  of  making  re- 
quisitions on  corporate  bodies,  which  are  but  the 
creatures  of  the  corporate  authority  of  the  states? 
The  case  is  too  clear  for  argument,  that  in  both  in- 
stances the  principle  is  violated,  and  in  both  instan- 
ces the  object  is  defeated.  These  corporations  may 
delay  or  decline  compliance  with  the  requisitions 
of  the  government — may  refuse  to  pay  the  bills  of 
government  drawn  on  them — may  deny  to  the  go- 
vernment the  use  of  its  own  revenue.  The  patriot- 
ism, the  public  spirit,  the  sense  of  justice  which 
resides  in  corporations,  is  a sorry  and  unsafe  re- 
liance for  the  support  of  government.  Suppose 
they  lock  up  the  revenue;  suppose  they  refuse  to 
yield  it  up  for  ever,  or  for  a time,  in  peace  or  in 
war,  W'here  is  the  remedy  against  their  contumacy; 
where  is  the  relief  from  this  miserable  dependance? 
For  the  present,  I only  raise  the  question  of  reme- 
dial action — I do  not  go  into  a discussion  of  its 
feasibility. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I am  sincerely  convinced  that  a 
government  made,  by  its  organization,  dependent  on 
corporations  is  fundamentally  defective  and  imbe- 
cile; if  the  agents,  entrusted  with  its  administra- 
tion, voluntarily  reduce  it  to  such  a dependence, 
they  are  faithless  to  their  charge.  Such  a depen- 
dance, especially  in  matters  of  revenue,  is  incom- 
patible with  the  very  idea  of  government.  A go- 
vernment does  not  exist  in  its  full  constitutional 
health  and  vigor,  which  depends,  for  its  supplies, 
on  the  contingent  will  of  a corporation.* 

The  next  count  in  the  bill  of  indictment  which  I 
have  preferred,  charges  the  scheme  under  examina- 
tion with  exercising  powers  not  granted  in  the  com- 
pact. It  usurps  a power,  no  where  granted,  of  loan- 

*The  reader  is  respectfully  referred  to  Nos.  15 
and  16  of  the  letters  of  Tublius,  in  the  work  en- 
titled the  “Federalist;”  extracts  from  which  had 
been  noted,  but  were  omitted  in  committee  for  the 
sake  of  economizing  time. 


ing  out  the  public  money.  The  constitution  does 
not,  and,  for  wise  reasons,  ought  not,  to  confer  on 
congress  the  authority  to  lend  money.  “To  borrow 
money,  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States,”  is  ex- 
pressly authorized;  but  no  permission  of  the  con- 
verse operation  is  to  be  found  in  the  enumeration 
of  grants  to  congress.  To  loan  public  money  is 
not  necessary  or  proper  for  carrying  into  execution 
any  vested  power,  and  cannot  be  regarded  as  of  in- 
dispensable implication.  The  power  to  loan  money 
implies  the  right  to  levy  and  collect  an  excess  of 
revenue  beyond  the  necessary  and  appropriate 
wants  of  the  government.  Applications  for  loans 
would  greatly  multiply  the  inducements  to  super- 
flous,  unjust,  and  oppressive  taxation.  A desire  to 
negotiate  loans  from  the  government,  urged  under 
the  pretext  of  promoting  ft  -public  good,  would 
enlist  a host  of  expectants  and  applicants,  and 
would  combine  an  interest  in  favor  of  surplus  re- 
venues, which  would  ultimately  prove  irresistible 
and  overwhelming.  Among  the  most  eager  and 
importunate  in  their  solicitations  for  the  use  of  the 
public  money  always,  as  at  present,  will  be  seen 
the  corporations  of  the  country.  Deficiencies  of  the 
revenue  appear  to  have  been  contemplated  as  of 
probable  occurrence,  and  hence,  very  properly,  the 
power  “to  borrow  money”  is  expressly  granted, 
and  made  permanent;  but  the  idea  of  a surplus 
revenue  of  taxation  beyond  the  necessary  wants 
and  consumption  of  government,  seems  to  have 
been  cautiously  excluded  from  any  place  in  the 
constitution.  We  search  in  vain  for  any  semblance 
of  the  power  to  lend  public  money.  The  evident 
danger  of  abuse  and  oppression,  by  inordinate  taxa- 
tion, for  the  purpose  of  granting  loans  to  favored 
individuals  or  associations,  vindicates  the  wisdom 
of  withholding  such  a power,  and  impresses,  with 
certainty,  the  conclusion  that  none  such  could  pos- 
sibly have  been  contemplated.  A total  absence  of 
all  authority  to  lend  the  public  money,  in  any  form, 
ought  to  furnish  some  security  that  taxation  would 
be  restricted  to  the  simple  purpose  ot  appropria- 
tion. Unless  loan  and  appropriation  are  synony- 
mous, or  confounded,  the  restriction  of  the  money 
in  the  treasury  to  appropriations  is  an  exclusion  of 
its  employment  in  the  business  of  loans. 

Having  ascertained,  as  I think,  incontrovertibly, 
that  “to  lend  money”  is  the  exercise  of  a power 
not  granted  in  the  compact,  it  remains,  in  regular 
order,  to  inquire  whether  the  deposites  of  the  pub- 
lic money  with  the  banks  are,  in  fact,  loans.  It 
has  been  previously  demonstrated  that  these  depo- 
sites are  not  money  actually  in  the  treasury,  but  are 
debts  due  from  the  banks  to  the  United  States.  To 
undertake,  in  addition  to  this,  to  demonstrate  fur- 
ther that  these  debts  are  the  result  of  moneys  ad- 
vanced or  loaned,  would  be  clearly  to  supererogate. 
It  would  be  the  useless  employment  of  adducing 
testimony  in  proof  of  a notoriously  self-evident 
fact.  The  eleventh  section  of  the  famous  distribu- 
tion and  deposite  act  of  the  23d  of  June,  1836,  en- 
titled “An  act  to  regulate  the  deposites  of  the  pub- 
lic money,”  expressly  admits  that  tire  public  mo- 
ney placed  in  the  banks,  under  the  name  of  “de- 
posite,” is  loaned  to  them,  and  requires  interest  for 
the  use  of  it.  In  committee  of  the  whole  on  that 
bill,  I moved  to  strike  out  the  part  requiring  inter- 
est, placing  the  motion  distinctly  on  the  ground 
that  it  openly  recognised  the  right  of  congress  to 
loan  out  the  public  money.  The  clause  requiring 
interest  had  been  inserted  and  defended  upon  the 
principle  that  the  banks  ought  to  pay  for  the  use 
of  the  public  money.  Thus  did  congress,  “a  mere 
trustee  of  the  public  treasure,”  bound  to  make  a 
specific  application  of  it,  assume  the  right  to  divert 
it,  and  to  loan  it  out  on  interest. 

Mr.  Chairman,  this  scheme  of  forming  compacts 
or  agreements  with  persons  or  bodies  politic,  not 
holding  offices  created,  or  appointments  made,  by 
this  government,  to  take  possession  of  the  revenue, 
with  permission  to  use  and  employ  it  upon  condi- 
tion of  performing  certain  services,  rests  upon  a 
virtual  assumption  of  the  power  to  “farm  out  the 
revenues.”  There  are  general  laws  specifying 
and  declaring  what  duties  or  ffixes  shall  be  paid. 
We  hav>i  an  estimate  of  the  probable  amount  of 
revenue  accruing  from  the  collection.  Can  the  go- 
vernment turn  over  to  others,  be  they  natural  or 
artificial,  the  collection  of  the  taxes,  with  the  right 
of  conversion  to  their  own  use,  in  consideration  of 
a promise  or  agreement  to  pay  out  and  disburse,  as 
may  be  required,  an  equivalent  sum?  Let  this  in- 
debtedness, this  liability,  be  equal  to  a fairly  esti- 
mated amount  of  all  duties  and  taxes,  deducting 
only  a reasonable  compensation  for  the  expense 
and  trouble  of  collection,  and  making  a just  allow- 
ance for  failures  or  losses;  let  there  be  ample  se- 
curity for  strict  and  faithful  performance,  still  is  it 
competent  for  congress  to  convey  and  transfer  the 
gross  uncollected  revenue?  I shall  take  it  for  grant- 
ed that  no  person  will  undertake  to  defend  the 
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policy  or  the  constitutionality  of  such  an  arrange- 
ment. And  where,  it  way  very  properly  be  in- 
quired, is  the  difference  in  principle  between  re- 
ceiving an  acknowledgment  of  a debt,  as  a consid- 
eration for  the  transfer  of  the  revenue  before  and 
after  its  collection?  In  both  cases,  the  custody, 
possession,  and  use,  of  the  revenue  is  surrendered, 
given,  granted,  and  conveyed;  and,  in  return  there- 
for, a promise  or  obligation  is  taken  for  so  much 
money,  payable  and  to  be  paid  on  demand;  to  be 
disbursed  or  doled  out  by  the  grantee  according  to 
the  requisition  of  the  grantor. 

The  government,  sir,  is  to  encounter  all  the  dif- 
ficulty and  expense  of  collecting  the  public  money; 
it  is  to  incur,  as  it  should  do,  the  responsibility  and 
the  odium,  if  any,  of  enforcing  an  unjust  and  op- 
pressive system  of  taxation;  and  then,  is  to  let  out, 
by  special  contract,  to  such  banks  as  may  be  the 
selected  objects  of  favor,  the  entire  revenue,  to  be 
employed,  at  their  unlimited  discretion,  in  the 
business  of  trade  and  speculation  in  all  its  varie- 
ties. No  matter  how  artfully  this  system  of  de- 
posite  may  be  disguised  in  its  terms  and  stipula- 
tions; no  matter  by  what  delusive  epithets  it  may 
be  denominated,  “to  this  complexion  it  comes  at 
last,”  that  the  banks  are  . the  “farmers  general”  of 
the  revenues  of  the  United  States.  I have  cha- 
racterized this  proceeding  as  an  assumption  of  a 
power  not  granted,  but  it  might  be  adopting  a more 
correct  mode  of  expression,  to  designate  it  a surren- 
der of  the  rights  and  duties  of  congress  to  corpo- 
rations. 

Let  us,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  these  charges  of  a vio- 
lation of  the  constitution,  and  an  assumption  of 
power  not  granted,  make  an  application  of  a lead- 
ing doctrine  of  the  republican  party,  contained  in 
their  creed,  as  expounded  in  the  Kentucky  resolu- 
tions, in  Taylor’s  resolutions,  and  in  Madison’s  re- 
port. In  that  resolution,  to  which  the  attention  of 
the  committee  has  been  heretofore  invited,  it  is  de- 
clared: “That,  in  case  of  a deliberate,  palpable, 
and  dangerous  ex'ercise  of  other  powers,  not  grant- 
ed by  the  compact,  the  states,  who  are  parties 
thereto,  have  the  right,  and  are  in  duty  bound,  to 
interpose  for  arresting  the  progress  of  the  evil,  and 
for  maintaining  within  their  respective  limits,  the 
authorities,  rights,  and  liberties  appertaining  to 
them.”  The  principle  here  asserted  is  maintained 
also  in  the  Kentucky  resolutions;  and  it  is  clearly 
explained,  strongly  enforced,  and  conclusively  de- 
fended, in  Madison’s  report.  It  receives  my  most 
hearty  and  unqualified  concurrence.  The  purpose, 
at  present,  however,  is  not  to  inquire  whether  it  is 
a case  of  such  deliberate,  palpable,  and  dangerous 
exercise  of  powers  not  granted,  as  to  require  and 
justify  the  interposition  of  the  states  for  the  pur- 
pose of  arresting  it  within  their  respective  limits. 
Probably  it  might  be  so  regarded,  were  it  possible 
to  discuss  the  matter  in  all  its  relations  and  conse- 
quences to  our  institutions,  state  and  federal,  free 
from  the  influence  of  banks  and  the  power  of 
money. 

The  federal  government  possesses  its  powers, 
separate  and  distinct  from  the  states  and  their  go- 
vernments, and  in  a rightful  exercise  of  them  can- 
not be  hindered,  obstructed,  or  prevented  by  the  in- 
terposition of  state  authority.  The  states  cannot 
so  exercise  this  right  of  interposition  for  the  pur- 
pose of  arresting  the  evil  of  federal  usurpation,  as 
to  violate  the  compact  to  which  they  are  parties. 
Whenever,  therefore,  a state  can  successfully  in- 
terpose, without  violating  the  compact,  to  defeat 
and  prevent  the  progress  of  federal  action.it  would 
seem  to  show  conclusively  that  the  arrested  action 
was  not  authorized  by  the  compact.  I do  not  mean 
to  go  into  an  exposition  of  the  whole  doctrine  of 
state  interposition.  Let  it  suffice  here  to  avow  the 
belief  that  the  modes  are  various;  that  the  inter- 
posing act  may  be  effected  by  the  existing  govern- 
ments of  the  states  through  the  agency  of  one  or 
all  its  departments,  as  may  be  deemed  best  and  most 
appropriate;  and  that  the  mode  and  the  manner  of 
interposing  must  depend  on  the  nature  and  extent 
of  the  evil  to  be  arrested. 

Now,  sir,  is  there  any  mode  in  which  the  states 
may,  rightfully  and  successfully,  interpose  to  ar- 
rest and  prevent  the  employment  of  their  banks  as 
fiscal  agents  of  this  federal  government? 

Surely  it  will  not  be  questioned  but  that  the 
states  may  prohibit  any  subscription  to  the  stock  of 
their  banks  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  and  may 
prevent  the  federal  government  from  becoming  a 
member  of  any  incorporated  company  within  their 
respective  limits.  The  states,  in  the  act  of  incor- 
poration, may  prescribe  admissions  into,  and  ex- 
clusions from,  the  company.  Here,  then,  is  one 
species  of  connection  which  may  be  avoided.  The 
states  have  clearly  the  right  to  supervise,  regulate, 
and  control,  the  conduct  of  their  own  local  institu- 
tions. They  may,  in  their  wisdom  and  discretion, 
in  the  progress  of  time,  discontinue,  within  their 


respective  limits,  the  whole  banking  system.  They 
may,  in  virtue  of  their  exclusive  power  of  legisla- 
tion over  their  own  corporate  bodies,  interdict  them 
from  entering  the  service  of  another  government. 
They  may  inhibitor  annul  all  contracts  and  agree- 
ments made  by  the  banks,  which  are  not  in  strict 
pursuance  of  a rigid  interpretation  of  their  charters. 
These  things  are  manifestly  within  the  competency 
of  state  authority,  and  would  effectually  prevent  any 
connection  between  federal  revenues  and  the  local 
banks,  without  impeding  or  obstructing  the  right- 
ful action  of  the  government;  without  impairing,  in 
the  least,  its  right  “to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties, 
imposts,  and  excises,”  to  place  all  public  money  in 
the  treasury,  to  provide  for  its  being  kept  there  ex- 
clusively and  securely,  and  to  regulate  the  mode 
and  manner  of  drawing  out  the  same  by  its  own  of- 
ficers, in  consequence  of  appropriations.  If,  how- 
ever, the  selection  and  employment  of  these  banks 
rested  upon  any  authority  deducible  from  the  terms 
of  the  compact,  the  states,  W'ho  are  parties,  could 
not  thus  easily  and  efficiently  interpose  to  arrest  the 
progress  of  its  exercise. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I proceed  next  to  show  that  this 
alliance  with  the  banks  tends  to  efface  the  line  of 
partition  between  the  states  and  the  federal  govern- 
ment. It  will  be  borne  in  mind  by  the  members  of 
the  committee,  that,  in  the  commencement  of  my 
remarks,  I laid  down,  as  part  of  the  groundwork  of 
my  argument,  the  fundamental  principle  of  a divi- 
sion and  distribution  of  political  power  between  the 
two  governments,  I have  marked  several  passa- 
ges, both  in  Taylor’s  “Construction  Construed” 
and  his  “Inquiry,”  demonstrating  and  enforcing 
this  great  principle  in  the  structure  of  our  political 
systems.  It  is  with  pleasure  that  I refer  to  the 
views  and  arguments  of  this  pure  patriot  and  emi- 
nent statesman,  on  account  of  their  own  merit  and 
the  high  estimation  in  which  they  are  held  in  my 
own  state;  but  to  save  time,  now  become  so  valua- 
ble, I will  forego  my  desire  to  read  extracts  from 
the  works  before  me. 

This  primary  principle  teaches  us  that  each  go- 
vernment has  its  appropriate  and  separate  duties  to 
perform,  and  that  each  has  its  separate  and  distinct 
functionaries  and  institutions.  The  conversion  of 
those  belonging  to  the  states  into  the  fiscal  func- 
tionaries of  the  federal  government,  blends,  mixes, 
and  confuses  the  public  money  of  the  latter  with 
the  money  and  funds  of  the  states,  and  of  the  local 
companies  organized  by  their  authority.  In  many 
instances  the  same  banks  will  be  in  the  fiscal  em- 
ployment of  the  states  and  of  the  United  States  at 
the  same  time.  The  officers  and  members  of  com- 
panies created  by  the  states,  accountable  and  re- 
sponsible to  the  states,  undertake,  by  contract,  to 
render  themselves  accountable  and  responsible  to 
this  government,  and  thus  to  draw  over  them  the 
mantle  of  federal  jurisdiction.  If,  technically  speak- 
ing, they  do  not  become  officers  under  federal  ap- 
pointment, yet  most  assuredly  they  are  contractors 
with  the  government.  How  far,  in  virtue  of  this 
contract  with  the  corporate  body  the  character  oT 
contractor  attaches  to  each  member  individually,  it 
is  not  material  to  inquire;  nor  is  it  necessary  to 
revive  a question  mooted  in  this  house  in  1806, 
whether  contractors  are  officers.  If  the  president, 
directors,  and  members,  are  converted  into  con- 
tractors, and  contractors  are  officers , then  they  are 
ineligible  to  seats  in  either  house  of  congress,  under 
the  sixth  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  consti- 
tution; and  in  my  own  state,  every  person  holding 
any  office  or  place,  any  commission  or  appoint- 
ment whatsoever,  whether  any  pay  or  emoluments 
be  attached  thereto  or  not,  and  every  person  in  any 
way  accepting  or  receiving  any  emolument  what- 
ever, is  entirely  disqualified  for  holding  any  office 
therein.  I will  not  undertake  to  decide  here  for 
my  slate  a question  coram  non  judice,  and  which  she 
is  fully  competent  to  decide  for  herself:  whether 
every  officer  and  stockholder  of  a bank,  perform- 
ing, under  selection  and  appointment  by  this  go- 
vernment, and  under  the  terms  and  obligations  of  an 
express  stipulation  or  agreement,  the  duties  of  fiscal 
agent,  do  not  hold  some  office,  place,  com- 
mission, or  appointment,  or  do  not,  in  some 
way,  accept  or  receive  some  pay  or  emolument  and 
are  not  thereby  entirely  disqualified  for  holding  any 
office  in  the  commonwealth?  It  is  a question,  per- 
haps, novel  to  all,  and  never  considered  by  any; 
but  in  the  progress  of  the  system,  should  it  unfor- 
tunately be  revived  and  continued,  it  may  prove  to 
be  one  of  deep  and  vital  importance  to  the  rights  of 
the  state,  and  to  the  pure  administration  of  her 
laws.  It  is  no  part  of  my  purpose  to  discuss  or  decide 
it.  My  object  was  to  bring  to  view  such  effects,  to 
suggest  such  questions  and  doubts  and  difficulties, 
as  served  to  show  that  the  enlistment  of  state  in- 
stitutions into  federal  employment,  tended  to  con- 
fuse and  complicate  the  business  and  the  duties  of 
the  two  governments,  and  thereby  to  efface,  or  ren- 


der less  distinct,  that  “line  of  partition,”  which  the 
republican  members  of  the  general  assembly  of 
Virginia,  in  their  solemn  address  to  the  people,  ac- 
companying the  resolutions  of  December,  1798, 
declared  they  were  under  “the  strongest  obligation 
to  preserve  unimpaired.”  I will  conclude  this  di- 
vision of  the  subject,  by  repeating  and  re-affirming 
some  observations  which  were  incidentally  drawn 
from  me  on  a former  occasion: 

“He  was  one  of  those  who  wished  to  organize  the 
treasury  of  the  United  States  upon  its  true  consti- 
tutional ground,  and  to  disconnect  it  entirely  and 
wholly  from  its  union  with  state  institutions.  He 
believed  that  good  policy  required  it;  that  past  ex- 
perience demonstrated  its  necessity;  and  he  believ- 
ed it  to  be  according  to  the  spirit  of  the  constitu- 
tion, and  the  obvious  intention  of  the  framers  of 
that  instrument.  He  was  well  satisfied,  from  rea- 
son and  reflection,  as  well  as  from  the  lights  of  for- 
mer experiments,  that  the  state  banks,  from  their 
limited  and  local  character,  and  from  their  separate 
and  unconnected  existence,  under  different  state 
authorities,  could  never  harmoniously,  adequately, 
and  efficiently  perform  the  functions  of  fiscal  agents 
to  the  federal  government. 

“Mr.  D.  observed  that  it  was  a principle  long  es- 
tablished in  Virginia,  that  the  business  and  opera- 
tions of  each  government,  state  and  federal,  should 
be  kept  separate  and  distinct.  That  each  govern- 
ment should  be  confined  to  its  own  orbit;  that  each 
should  separately  exercise  its  own  appropriate  pow- 
ers; that  the  officers  and  the  administration  of  the 
two  governments  should  not  be  united  or  blended 
in  the  same  persons — are,  in  the  good  old  common- 
wealth of  Virginia,  regarded  as  cardinal  doctrines. 
The  proposed  connection  between  the  banks  and 
the  federal  government — the  mixture  of  the  reve- 
nues of  the  two  governments  in  the  hands  of  a com- 
mon fiscal  agent — the  transfusion  of  the  moneys  of 
the  federal  government  into  the  business  of  corpo- 
rations— are  a palpable  violation  of  the  political 
creed  of  Virginia,  which  she  has  constantly  and  ar- 
dently cherished.  Such  was  the  wakeful  jealousy 
on  this  subject;  such  the  anxious  desire  to  establish 
and  secure  this  great  principle  of  state  sovereignty, 
(doubtless  to  guard  effectually  against  any  sinister 
influence  on  the  part  of  the  federal  government) — 
that  at  the  very  first  session  after  the  Virginia  con- 
vention had  ratified  the  federal  constitution,  the  le- 
gislature enacted  that  any  person  holding  any  office 
or  place,  any  commission  or  appointment  whatso- 
ever, whether  any  pay  or  emolument  was  attached 
thereto  or  not,  or  if  in  any  way  accepting,  or  receiv- 
ing any  emolument  whatever  should  be  entirely  dis- 
qualified from  holding  any  office  in  the  state.  And 
the  preamble  of  the  act,  after  reciting  that  the  con- 
vention had  assented  to  the  federal  constitution  and 
the  creation  of  a federal  government,  declares,  that 
‘it  is  judged  expedient  and  necessary  that  all  those 
employed  in  the  administration  of  said  government 
ought  to  be  disqualified  from  holding  or  administer- 
ing any  office  or  place  whatsoever  under  the  go- 
vernment of  the  commonwealth.’ 

This  was  the  doctrine  maintained  from  the  first 
by  the  revolutionary  fathers  of  the  Old  Dominion, 
and  solemnly  embodied  into  law  in  1788,  at  the  ses- 
sion that  intervened  between  the  act  of  ratification 
and  the  commencement  of  the  federal  government. 
From  that  period  to  the  present  it  has  been  careful- 
ly preserved  among  our  living  statutes.  And  for 
the  purpose  of  upholding  the  same  principle  of 
keeping  the  state,  and  all  its  institutions  exempt 
from  any  improper  influence  or  interference  by  the 
federal  government,  it  is  a ]>irt  of  our  fundamental 
law,  a provision  of  our  amended  constitution,  that 
certain  persons  in  the  service  of  the  United  Slates 
shall  be  incapable  of  exercising  the  elective  fran- 
chise. Mr.  D.  unhesitatingly  avowed  that  he  was 
of  those  who  advocated  an  entire  separation  be- 
tween the  revenues  of  the  federal  government  and 
the  state  banks.” 

Mr.  Chairman,  I have  also  charged  this  scheme, 
of  surrendering  the  revenues  to  the  use  and  em- 
ployment of  the  banks,  with  contradicting  the  set- 
tled doctrines  of  political  economy,  and  grossly 
mistaking  the  nature  and  effect  of  taxation  and 
public  expenditure.  On  this  branch  of  the  subject 
I might  detain  the  committee  with  numerous  refer- 
ences to  authors  of  established  reputation,  and  with 
copious  extracts  from  their  erudite  investigations. 
Admonished  by  the  brevity  of  our  time,  and  out  of 
respect  to  the  anxiety  of  others  to  be  heard,  l will 
content  myself  with  a few  quotations  from  a single 
writer. 

On  the  subject  of  public  expenditure,  of  con- 
sumption by  government,  I will  take  the  liberty  of 
reading  from  Say’s  Political  Economy  the  follow- 
ing: 

“If  I have  made  myself  understood,  in  the  com- 
mencement of  this  third  book,  my  readers  will  have 
no  difficulty  in  comprehending  that  public  con- 
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sumption,  or  that  which  takes  place  lor  the  general 
utility  of  the  whole  community,  is  precisely  analo- 
gous to  that  of  consumption,  which  goes  to  satisfy 
the  wants  ol  individuals  or  lamilies.  In  either  case, 
there  is  a destruction  of  values,  and  a loss  of  wealth, 
although,  perhaps,  not  a shilling  of  specie  goes  out 
of  the  country. 

‘■By  way  of  ensuring  conviction  of  the  truth  of 
this  position,  let  us  trace,  from  first  to  last,  the  pas- 
sage of  a pioduct  towards  ultimate  consumption  on 
the  public  account, 

“The  government  exacts  from  a tax-payer  the 
payment  of  a given  tax  in  the  shape  of  money. — 
To  meet  tnis  demand,  the  tax-payer  exchanges  part 
of  the  products  at  his  disposal  for  coin  which  he 
pays  to  the  tax-gatherer;  a second  set  of  govern- 
ment agents  are  busied  in  buying  with  that  coin 
cloth  and  other  necessaries  for  the  soldiery.  Up  (o 
this  point,  there  is  no  value  lost  or  consumed;  there 
has  only  been  a gratuitous  transfer  of  value  and  a 
subsequent  act  of  barter;  but  the  value  contributed 
by  the  subject  still  exists  in  the  shape  of  stores  and 
supplies  in  the  military  depot.  In  the  end,  howe- 
ver, this  value  is  consumed;  and  then  the  portion 
of  wealth  which  passess  from  the  hands  of  the  tax- 
payer into  those  of  the  tax-gatherer,  is  destroyed 
and  annihilated. 

“Yet  it  is  not  the  sum  of  money  that  is  destroyed: 
that  has  only  passed  from  one  hand  to  another, 
either  without  any  return,  as  when  it  passed  from 
the  tux-payer  to  the  tax-gatherer,  or  in  exchange 
for  an  equivalent,  as  when  it  passed  from  the  go- 
vernment agent  to  the  contractor  for  clothing  and 
supplies.  The  value  of  the  money  survives  the 
wnole  operation,  and  goe3  through  three,  four,  or  a 
dozen  hands  without  any  sensible  alteration:  it  is 
the  value  of  the  clothing  and  necessaries  that  dis- 
appears, with  precisely  the  same  effect  as  if  the 
tax-payer  had,  with  the  same  money,  purchased 
clothing  and  necessaries  for  his  own  private  con- 
sumption. The  sole  difference  is,  that  the  indivi- 
dual in  the  one  case,  and  the  state  in  the  other,  en- 
joys the  satisfaction  resulting  from  that  consump- 
tion. 

“The  same  reasoning  may  be  applied  to  all  other 
kinds  of  public  consumption.  Wnen  the  money  of 
the  tax-payer  goes  to  pay  the  salary  of  a public  of- 
ficer, that  officer  sells  his  time,  his  talents,  and  his 
exertions,  to  the  public,  all  which  are  consumed 
for  public  purposes.  On  the  other  hand,  that  offi- 
cer consumes,  instead  of  the  tax-payer,  the  value 
he  receives  in  lieu  of  his  services,  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  any  clerk  or  person  in  the  private  employ  of 
the  tax-payer  would  do. 

“There  has  long  been  a prevalent  notion,  that  the 
values  paid  by  the  community  for  the  public  ser- 
vice, return  to  it  again  in  some  snape  or  other;  in 
the  vulgar  phrase," that  what  government  and  its 
agents  r ceive,  is  refunded  again  by  their  expendi- 
ture. This  is  a gross  fallacy,  but  one  that  has  been 
productive  of  infinite  mischief,  inasmuch  as  it  has 
been  the  pretext  for  a great  deal  of  shameless  waste 
and  dilapidation.  The  value  paid  to  government 
by  the  tax-payer,  is  given  without  equivalent  or 
return;  it  is  expended  by  the  government  in  the 
purchase  of  personal  service  of  objectsof  consump- 
tion; in  one  word,  of  products  of  equivalent  value, 
which  are  actually  transferred.  Purchase  or  ex- 
change is  a very  different  thing  from  restitution.* 

“Turn  it  which  way  you  will,  this  operation, 
though  often  very  complex  in  the  execution,  must 
always  be  reducible  by  analysis  to  this  plain  state- 
ment. A product  consumed  mustalways  be  a pro- 
duct lost,  be  the  consumer  who  he  may:  lost  with- 
out return,  whenever  no  value  or  advantage  is  re- 
ceived in  return  but  to  the  tax-payer,  the  advan- 
tages derived  from  the  services  of  the  public  func- 
tionary, or  from  the  consumption  effected  in  the 
prosecution  of  public  objects,  is  a positive  return. 

“If,  then,  public  and  private  expenditure  arfect 
social  wealth  in  the  same  manner,  the  principles  of 
economy,  by  which  it  should  be  regulated,  must  he 
the  same  in  both  cases.  There  are  not  two  kinds 
of  economy,  any  more  than  two  kinds  of  honesty, 
or  of  morality.  If  a government  or  an  individual 
consume  in  such  a way  as  to  give  birth  to  a pro- 
duct larger  than  that  consumed,  a successful  effort 
of  productive  industry  will  be  made.  If  no  pro- 
duct result  from  the  act  of  consumption,  there  is  a 
loss  of  value,  whether  to  the  state  or  to  the  indivi- 

*Dr.  Hamilton,  in  his  valuable  tract  upon  “The 
National  Debt  of  Great  Britain,”  illustrates  the  ab- 
surdity of  the  position  here  attacked,  by  comparing 
it  to  the  “forcible  entry  ol  a robber  into  a mer- 
chant’s house,  who  should  take  away  his  money, 
and  tell  him  he  did  him  no  injury,  for  the  money, 
or  part  of  it,  would  be  employed  in  purchasing  the 
commodities  he  dealt  in,  upon  which  he  would  re- 
ceive a profit.”  The  encouragement  afforded  by 
the  public  expenditure  is  precisely  analogous. 


dual;  yet  probably  that  loss  of  value  may  have  been 
productive  of  all  the  good  anticipated.  Military 
stores  auJ  supplies,  and  the  time  and  labor  of  civil 
and  military  functionaries  engaged  in  the  effectual 
defence  ot  the  state,  are  well  bestowed,  though 
consumed  and  annihilated;  it  is  the  same  with  them 
as  with  the  commodities  and  personal  service  that 
have  been  consumed  in  a private  establishment. — 
The  sole  benefit  resulting  in  the  latter  case  is,  the 
satisfaction  of  a want;  if  the  want  had  no  existence, 
the  expense  or  consumption  is  a positive  mischief, 
incurred  without  an  object.  So  likewise  of  the 
public  consumption:  systematic  profusion,  the  crea- 
tion of  an  office  for  the  sole  purpose  of  giving  a 
salary,  the  destruction  of  an  article  for  the  mere 
pleasure  of  paying  for  it,  are  acts  of  extravagance 
either  in  a government  or  an  individual,  in  a small 
state  or  a large  one,  in  a republic  or  a monarchy. 
Nay,  there  is  more  criminality  in  public  than  in 
private  extravagance  and  profusion;  inasmuch  as 
the  individual  squanders  only  what  belongs  to  him; 
but  the  government  has  nothing  of  its  own  to 
squander,  being,  in  fact,  a mere  trustee  of  the  pub- 
lic treasure. 

“What,  then,  are  w'e  to  think  of  the  principles 
laid  down  by  those  writers  who  have  labored  to 
draw  an  essential  distinction  between  public  and 
private  wealth,  to  show  that  economy  is  the  way  to 
increase  private  fortune,  but,  on  the  contrary,  that 
public  wealth  increases  with  the  increase  of  public 
consumption;  inferring  thence  this  false  and  dan- 
gerous conclusion,  that  the  rules  of  conduct  in  the 
management  of  private  fortune  and  of  public  trea- 
sure, are  not  only  different,  but  in  direct  opposi- 
tion.” 

In  relation  to  the  character  and  effect  of  taxation, 

I ask  indulgence  whilst  I read  a few  selected  sen- 
tences from  the  same  author: 

“Taxation  is  the  transfer  of  a portion  of  the  na- 
tional products  from  the  hands  of  individuals  to 
those  of  the  government,  for  the  purpose  of  meet- 
ing the  public  consumption  or  expenditure.  What- 
ever be  the  denomination  it  bears — whether  tax, 
contribution,  duty,  excise,  custom,  aid,  subsidy, 
grant,  or  free  gift — it  is  virtually  a burden  imposed 
upon  individuals,  either  in  a separate  or  in  a corpo- 
rate character,  by  the  ruling  power  for  the  time  be- 
ing, for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the  consumption 
it  may  think  proper  to  make  at  their  expense;  in 
short,  an  impost,  in  the  literal  sense. 

“It  would  be  foreign  to  the  plan  of  this  work  to 
inquire  in  whom  the  right  of  taxation  is,  or  ought 
to  be,  vested.  In  the  science  of  political  economy, 
taxation  must  be  considered  as  matter  of  fact,  and 
not  of  right;  and  nothing  further  is  to  be  regarded 
than  its  nature,  the  source  whence  it  derives  the 
values  it  absorbs,  and  its  effects  upon  national  and 
individual  interests.  The  province  of  this  science 
extends  no  further. 

“The  object  of  taxation  is,  not  the  actual  com- 
modity, but  the  value  of  the  commodity  given  by 
the  tax-payer  to  the  taxgatherer.  It  being  paid  in 
silver,  in  goods,  or  in  personal  service,  is  a mere 
accidental  circumstance,  which  may  be  more  or 
less  advantageous  to  the  subject  orto  the  sovereign. 
The  essential  point  is  the  value  of  the  silver,  the 
goods,  or  the  service. 

“The  moment  that  value  is  parted  with  by  the 
tax  payer,  it  is  positively  lost  to  him:  the  moment 
it  is  consumed  by  the  government  or  its  agents,  it 
is  lost  to  all  the  world,  and  never  reverts  to,  or  re- 
exists  in,  society.  This,  I apprehend,  has  been  al- 
ready demonstrated,  when  the  general  effect  of 
public  consumption  was  under  consideration,  (t 
was  then  shown  that,  however  the  money  levied  by 
taxation  may  be  refunded  to  the  nation,  its  value 
never  is  refunded,  because  it  is  never  returned  gra- 
tuitously, or  refunded  by  the  public  functionaries, 
without  receiving  an  equivalent  in  the  way  of  bar- 
ter or'exchange. 

“The  same  causes  w'e  have  found  to  make  un- 
productive consumption  nowise  favorable  to  repro- 
duction, prevent  taxation  from  at  all  promoting  it. 
Taxation  deprives  the  producer  of  a product,  which 
he  would  otherwise  have  the  option  of  deriving  a 
personal  gratification  from,  if  consumed  unprodne- 
tively,  or  of  turning  to  profit,  if  he  preferred  to  de- 
vote it  to  an  useful  employment.  One  product  is  a 
means  of  raising  another;  and  therefore,  the  sub- 
traction of  a product  must  needs  diminish,  instead 
of  augmenting,  productive  power. 

“It  may  be  urged,  that  the  pressure  of  taxation 
impels  the  productive  classes  to  redouble  their  ex- 
ertions, and  thus  tends  to  enlarge  the  national  pro- 
duction. I answer  that,  in  the  first  place,  mere  ex- 
ertion cannot  alone  produce:  there  must  be  capital 
for  it  to  work  upon,  and  capital  is  but  an  accumu- 
lation of  the  very  products  that  taxation  takes  from 
the  subject;  that,  in  the  second  place,  it  is  evident 
that  the  values  which  industry  creates  expressly  to 
satisfy  the  demands  of  taxation,  are  no  increase  of 


wealth;  for  they  are  seized  on,  and  devoured  by 
taxation.  It  is  a glaring  absurdity  to  pretend  that 
taxation  contributes  to  national  wealth,  by  engross- 
ing part  of  the  national  produce,  and  enriches  the 
nation,  by  consuming  part  of  its  wealth.  Indeed, 
it  w’ould  be  trifling  with  my  readers’  time  to  notice 
such  a fallacy,  diet  not  most  governments  act  upon 
this  principle,  and  had  not  well-intentioned  and  sci- 
entific writers  endeavored  to  support  and  establish 
it.” 

The  opportunity  afforded  the  banks,  the  permis- 
sion and  encouragement  to  them,  to  employ  the  re- 
venue in  trade  and  business;  its  conversion,  in  fact, 
after  collection,  into  banking  capital,  as  the  basis 
not  only  of  commercial,  but  of  various  other  opera- 
tions, is  a palpable  violation  of  these  plain  and  sim- 
ple truths.  The  introduction  of  a system  founded 
upon  the  hypothesis  that  that  value  which  is  con- 
sumed by  government  is  still  in  existence,  and  ca- 
pable of  profitable  employment  and  reproduction 
is  an  absurdity  and  a delusion  little  less  extrava- 
gant than  would  be  the  idea,  in  a treatise  on  popu- 
lation, that  the  extinguishment  of  life  is  not  a de- 
struction of  human  existence — a subtraction  from 
the  numerical  aggregate.  It  may  be  urged  that  the 
visible  growth  and  prosperity  oi  the  country,  the 
acknowledged  augmentation  of  the  grand  total  of 
national  wealth,  refutes  the  opinion  that  taxation 
and  expenditure  are  an  absolute  destruction  of  so 
much  value  or  wealth.  Such  reasoning  is  about  as 
convincing,  such  logic  is  as  conclusive,  as  to  main- 
tain that  the  continued  increase  of  population,  the 
constant  and  invariable  addition  to  the  aggregate 
number  in  a country,  by  natural  means,  proves  that 
no  death  has  ever  occurred.  It  is  passing  strange 
that  a fallacy  so  absurd,  a delusion  so  implausible, 
should  be  attempted  upon  the  credulity  ol  a whole 
nation.  And  what  are  the  necessary  consequences, 
the  unavoidable  mischiefs,  of  this  scheme  ot  decep- 
tion and  folly?  The  employment  of  the  revenue  in 
business  and  trade  inevitably  tends  continually  to 
the  creation  of  an  unnatural  condition  of  things, 
tends  incessantly  to  disturb  and  derange  the  regu- 
lar and  ordinary  course  of  business  transactions, 
and  tends  to  produce  an  artificial  and  deceitful  re- 
lation between  the  trade  of  the  country,  and  the 
capital  actually  applicable  to  that  trade.  In  the  in- 
tervening time,  between  collection  and  consump- 
tion, the  revenue  is  stimulated  into  active  employ- 
ment; it  becomes  a moving  cause  in  business  and 
speculation;  it  is  regarded  and  considered  as  the 
basis  upon  which  may  safely  rest  extended  addi- 
tional operations.  Whenever  the  revenue,  thus  en- 
ticed or  forced  by  the  action  of  government  into 
busy  employment,  is  withdrawn,  as  it  must  be  ne- 
cessarily at  some  time,  then  the  public  expenditure 
is  a destruction,  to  that  extent,  of  so  much  capital. 
The  capital  being  gradually  withdrawn  to  supply 
the  wants  of  the  government,  in  the  same  ratio,  and 
even  in  a much  greater,  must  business  be  affected. 
Not  only  the  amount  of  business  resting  on  this 
capital,  artificially  multiplied,  must  cease  and  pe- 
rish; but  the  tumbling  oi  the  superstructure,  thus 
erected,  must  shake  and  convulse  all  others  in  any 
way  connected  with  it,  and  must  produce  panic 
and  alarm  throughout  the  country.  But  the  accru- 
ing revenue,  in  order  to  prevent  these,  otherwise 
certain  and  disastrous,  consequences,  must  be  made 
to  supply  the  deficiency  created,  must  be  made  to 
fill  up  the  chasm.  Thus  we  have  disclosed  and 
avowed  the  startling,  the  odious  doctrine,  that  be- 
sides the  mere  support  of  government,  the  object 
and  purpose  of  taxation  is  to  contribute  to  the  in- 
crease, or  certainly  to  prevent  a diminution  of  that 
amount  of  capital  employed  by  bank  agencies. — 
The  principle  of  transferring  wealth  or  value,  by 
force  of  legislation,  from  one  class  or  portion  of 
society  to  another,  under  whatever  pretext  of  pub- 
lic utility,  is  a principle  of  plunder  and  robbery. 

It  is  taking  the  properly  of  A,  depriving  him  of  the 
use,  increase,  and  profit,  and  giving  it  to  B,  because 
he  will,  in  the  estimation  of  the  legislature,  vest 
and  employ  it  more  beneficially  for  the  “general 
welfare.”  It  is  as  clear  as  the  sun  in  the  firmament 
on  a cloudless  day,  that  this  unprincipled  and  un- 
constitutional connection  between  the  banks  and 
the  government  operates  as  an  unmitigated  stimu- 
lant to  superfluous,  excessive,  tyrannical,  and  un- 
constitutional taxation — to  taxation  greatly  surpass- 
ing the  amount  required  for  proper  and  economical 
expenditure. 

But  suppose,  admit,  that  this  licensed  and  ap- 
proved conversion  of  revenue  into  bank  capital  does 
essentially  assist  in  augmenting  the  aggregate  w ealth 
of  the  nation  to  an  extent  not  otherwise  attained. 
The  admission  of  such  a fact  would  be  no  refuta- 
tion of  the  charge  of  injustice,  partiality,  and  ty- 
ranny, urged  against  the  system;  and  W'ould,  by  no 
means,  prove  that  such  a system  operated  equally 
in  improving  the  condition  and  multiplying  the 
general  comforts  of  society — that  its  tendency  was 
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Ihe  production  of  “the  greater  good  lor  the  greater 
number.” 

Take,  lor  example,  a small  community  of  one 
hundred  persons,  whose  total  production  of  value, 
or  increase  of  wealth,  is  ten  thousand  dollars. 
Whether  this  increase  shall,  by  the  partiality  and 
injustice  of  law  be  monopolized  by  five  individuals, 
or  shall  be  left  free  to  the  acquisition  and  enjoy- 
ment of  all,  does  not  at  all  alfect  the  certainty  of 
the  fact  of  such  increase;  but  it  does  materially 
concern  the  comfort,  happiness,  and  equal  rights  of 
ninety-five  out  of  one  hundred  in  society.  The 
augmentation  of  the  aggregate  wealth  of  a nation 
is  not,  therefore,  always  the  proper  measure  of  the 
aggregate  improvement  and  amelioration  of  the  con- 
dition of  its  inhabitants.  Strange  and  paradoxical, 
therefore,  as  it  may  at  first  appear,  it  is  neverthe- 
less undoubtedly  true,  that  a nation  may  be  rapidly 
increasing  in  wealth,  whilst  individual  poverty  and 
inequality  may  be  still  more  rapidly  multiplying; 
and  this  deteriorations  of  the  comfort  and  means  of 
subsistence  of  the  inhabitants,  separately  or  in  dif- 
ferent sections  or  parts,  may  be  the  result  ot  those 
very  laws  which  are  stimulating  the  employment 
of  capital,  and  enhancing  its  profits.  Such  will  be 
the  tendency,  in  a greater  or  less  degree,  of  any 
system  which  takes  from  individuals,  by  taxation, 
a sum  more  than  sufficient  for  the  most  rigidly  eco- 
nomical wants  of  government,  and  permits  the  sum 
of  taxation,  or  any  portion  thereof,  to  be  transfer- 
red to  favored  classes  or  associations,  to  capitalists 
and  speculators,  under  the  shallow  pretence  of 
sustaining  credit,  invigorating  confidence,  extend- 
ing commerce,  and  promoting  the  general  prosperi- 
ty of  the  country,  but  really  for  the  purpose  of 
swelling  the  profits  and  aggrandizing  the  wealth  of 
these  lavorites. 

I should  not  have  gone  thus  seriously,  and  at 
large,  into  this  investigation  of  the  deposite  system, 
as  connected  with  the  principles  of  political  econo- 
my, but  for  the  fact  that  the  policy  of  using  the  re- 
venue, as  active  business  capital,  has  heretofore 
been  recommended  and  sanctioned;  has  been  main- 
tained on  this  floor,  and  has  been  recently  and 
zealousy  urged  and  defended  in  the  other  end  of 
this  building.  “The  whole  surplus  revenue  beyond 
the  current  disbursement  of  the  government”  is  to 
be  rescued  from  “barren  and  unproductive  idle- 
ness,” is  to  be  preserved  from  “annihilation”  as  so 
much  “national  capital,”  and  is  to  be  made  “sus- 
ceptible of  multiplication,  through  conventional 
substitutes,  to  four  times  its  nominal  amount,  and 
capable  of  fructifying  and  sustaining  the  national 
industry  to  a corresponding  extent.”*  I have  felt 
it  my  duty  to  meet  and  repel  this  doctrine  of  avail- 
ing ourselves  of  the  revenue  power,  the  power  of 
taxing  the  people,  for  the  acquisition  of  national 
capital,  to  be  employed  in  the  encouragement  of 
national  industry.  Such  a system  of  deriving  capi- 
tal from  the  labor  of  the  country,  such  a mode  of 
giving  it  employment,  with  the  consequent  distri- 
bution of  its  profits,  is  partial  and  unjust  in  its  ef- 
fects upon  the  different  sections  of  the  union,  and 
is  repugnant  to  the  spirit  and  intention  of  the  con- 
stitution. Against  such  a departure  from  the  mean- 
ing and  intent  of  the  compact,  against  such  sec- 
tional preferences,  against  such  odious  inequality, 
we  have  just  cause  of  complaint.  Without  dis- 
crimination or  favor,  let  all  be  left  free  to  exert 
their  industry  and  skill,  to  employ  their  capital  ac- 
cording to  the  suggestions  of  their  own  judgments, 
and  to  enjoy,  without  interference,  the  fruits  of  their 
toils.  But  to  see  taxes,  generously  contributed  for 
the  sole  purpose  of  equal  government  and  equal 
security,  diverted  from  their  legitimate  end,  in  or- 
der to  bestow  partial  benefits,  is  to  feel  the  sting  of 
injustice  and  oppression. 

In  vain  has  the  constitution  secured  uniformity 
throughout  the  United  States,  in  “all  duties,  im- 
posts, and  excises;”  in  vain  has  itordained  that  “no 
preference  shall  be  given  by  any  regulation  of  com- 
merce or  revenue  to  the  ports  of  one  state  over 
those  of  another:”  these  provisions  lose  their  salu- 
tary qualities  under  the  operation  of  that  system 
which  regards  the  revenue  as  national  capital,  and 
allows  its  employment  for  the  encouragement  of  the 
industry  and  trade  of  one  commercial  city  in  pre- 
ference of  another. 

Mr.  Chairman,  notwithstanding  all  these  objec- 
tions, to  the  constitutionality  and  policy  of  the  mea- 
sure, which  I have  endeavored  to  enforce,  and 
which,  to  rny  own  mind,  are  insuperable,  a revival 
of  this  exploded  experiment  is  still  most  pertina- 
ciously recommended.  Numerous  apologies,  alike 
ingenious  and  unsatisfactory,  are  offered  for  past 
insufficiency,  whilst  the  most  liberal  promises  are 
tendered  for  future  fidelity  and  prompt  performance 
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of  duty.  For  myself,  I have  no  confidence  in  its 
adequate  ability  or  its  efficient  agency.  Unques- 
tionably it  has  performed  one  miracle,  a repetition 
of  which,  no  man,  in  his  senses,  who  loves  his 
country  and  its  government,  ought  to  desire.  With 
millions  of  revenue  actually  collected  and  unex- 
pended, reported  by  the  secretary  as  bar  ing  been 
received  into  the  treasury,  this  system  has  reduced 
the  government  to  want  and  embarrassment;  in  the 
language  of  the  day,  to  bankruptcy.  Is  is  the  part 
of  wise  men  to  urge  an  immediate  exposure  lo  a 
similar  fate?  Or  is  it  not  a wanton  disregard  of  a 
high  and  solemn  obligation  to  insist  ngain  to  place 
the  public  money  in  an  exposed  condition,  liable  to 
be  withheld  from  lawful  use  and  appropriation  at 
the  mere  pleasure  of  artificial  and  irreponsible  bo- 
dies, acting  under  the  suggestions  ot  iraud,  caprice, 
convenience,  or  necessity.  Exposed  to  such  con- 
tingencies, and  destitute,  as  I contend,  ol  any  com- 
plete remedy,  we  cannot,  with  strict  propriety, 
affirm  that  the  revenues  are  in  a place  of  security. 
He,  who  is  exposed  to  danger,  who  is  in  actual 
peril,  cannot,  in  truth,  be  considered  safe,  because 
probably  he  may  have  the  good  fortune  to  escape 
without  injury.  The  banks“  may  again  suspend, 
(should  they  generally  resume  and  gtt  possession 
of  the  public  money,)  may  refuse  to  redeem  their 
promises,  may  violate  their  contracts,  and  may  dis- 
regard all  their  obligations.  Because  they  may  ul- 
timately prove  solvent,  because  they  may  perhaps, 
if  so  inclined,  .refund  the  money  placed  in  their 
custody,  and  because  eventually  nothing  may  be 
lost,  is  it  therefore  safe  or  prudent  to  subject  the 
government,  for  its  support  and  very  continuance, 
to  such  contingencies?  To  speak  with  accuracy 
and  precision,  1 cannot  admit  that  banks  are  such 
agents  as  the  public  ought  to  believe  save  and  suit- 
able. My  colleague,  (Mr. Garland,)  however,  will 
insist  that  banks  give  security,  and  are  as  much  re- 
sponsible as  the  officers  of  the  government;  and  that 
we  have  all  the  power  over  them  which  we  have 
over  individuals. 

It  will  be  an  exceedingly  difficult  task  to  demon- 
strate that  there  is  the  same  degree  of  responsibility 
to  this  government  on  the  part  of  state  banks  and 
federal  officers.  It  will  be  a rash  undertaking  to 
strive,  by  argument,  to  prove  that  we  have  all  the 
power  over  them  which  we  have  over  individuals 
holding  federal  offices.  This  subject  of  corporate 
responsibility,  and  corporate  liability  to  coercion  and 
punishment,  has  already  been  anticipated.  Sup- 
pose, in  defiance  of  all  principle,  it  should  be  at- 
tempted to  declare  by  law  the  same  penalities,  the 
same  sanctions,  against  state  corporations,  as  against 
individual  officers  of  this  government  for  delin- 
quency; suppose,  by  the  contrivance  of  compacts 
and  stipulations,  you  set  on  foot  some  species  of 
prosecution  in  the  federal  courts:  how  can  their 
judgments  and  sentences  be  enforced  against  body 
politics  of  the  states?  If  the  coercion  of  the  civil 
magistracy  be  insufficient,  shall  resort  be  had  to  the 
coercion  of  arms?  It  is  absurd  to  think  of  fine  and 
punishment,  and  imprisonment,  as  ^applicable  to 
corporations.  In  the  very  nature  of  things,  there 
cannot  be  the  same  kind,  or  the  same  degree,  of  re- 
sponsibility on  their  part  as  on  the  part  of  regularly 
appointed  officers.  In  the  very  nature  of  things, 
no  government  can  exercise  all  the  power  over  its 
own  corporations  which  it  may  exercise  over  indi- 
viduals; and  much  less  can,  or  ought,  this  federal 
government  to  exercise  all  the  power  over  the  state 
banks  which  it  may,  and  does,  exercise  over  its  own 
officers.  But  there  is  an  acknowledged  distinction 
between  a law  commanding  and  compelling  per- 
formance, and  a compact  or  agreement  for  mutual 
service  or  favor.  Suppose  a violation  of  the  bar- 
gain by  the  government,  or  its  officers,  where  is  the 
remedy  of  the  corporations?  Confiscation  of  the 
public  money?  Suppose  a violation  or  failure  on 
the  part  of  the  corporations,  how  can  a specific  per- 
formance of  the  contract  be  enforced?  And  again, 
these  contracts  may  be  prohibited  by  ihe  state  le- 
gislatures; nay,  more:  may  be  set  aside,  nullified  by 
the  stockholders  in  general  meeting,  as  was  the 
case  of  the  contract  made  with  the  Bank  of  Virgi- 
nia. 

Having  made  these  suggestions  in  relation  to  se- 
curity and  safety,  to  responsibility,  and  to  the  prac- 
ticable application  of  a coercive  power,  I proceed 
to  take  a very  cursory  view  of  the  manifold  advan- 
tages so  confidently  promised,  as  the  result  of  this 
fiscal  connection  with  the  banks.  I ain  much  mis- 
taken if  the  ends  to  be  accomplished,  the  benefits 
designed,  will  not  be  found,  on  examination,  to  be 
objects  not  contemplated  or  authorized  by  the  con- 
stitution. The  pow'er  to  raise  revenue,  and  to  dis- 
burse it  is  unquestionably  granted. 

It  is  proposed  so  to  exercise  this  power  as  to  re- 
gulate or  restrain  the  banks  from  issuing  notes  be- 
low a certain  denomination  to  be  prescribed  by  act 
of  congress.  Congress  has  no  power  to  enact  in 


direct  terms  any  such  prohibition,  and  yet  principle 
is  equally  violated  by  the  adoption  ot  regulations 
indirectly  accomplishingthe  same  purpose.  It  pio- 
poses  to  stimulate  the  banks  to  good  management, 
and  to  deter  them  from  misconduct,  by  operating 
on  their  “hopes  and  fears.”  1 he  hope  ol  being 
permitted  to  derne  profit  liom  the  use  of  the  re- 
venue, the  fear  of  losing  the  opportunity  ol  enjoy- 
ing this  boon,  aie  held  out  a?  inducements  to  the 
banks  to  conform  their  proceedings  to  the  wishes 
of  federal  auihoiity.  The  power  to  foster  ai  d en- 
courage domestic  manufactures  in  the  slates,  by 
means  of  the  revenue  power,  and  by  force  ol  com- 
mercial regulations,  rests  on  no  better  foundation 
than  the  pow  er  to  foster  and  encuurage  the  issue  of 
a local  currency.  The  power  to  encourage  the 
manufacture  of  articles  of  prescribed  dimensions 
and  quality  depends  upon  the  san.e  rules  of  con- 
struction as  the  right  to  encourage  the  manulacture 
ol  bank  notes  of  prescribed  denomination  and  v alue. 
The  right  to  create  public  confidence  in  the  strength 
and  durability  of  the  arlicles  ofclotl  , is  as  ciear  as 
the  right  to  impress  public  confidence  upon  the  arti- 
cles of  paper  promises.  They  are  both  artic  les  of 
domestic  manufacture,  and  may  be  produced  with 
or  without  acts  of  incorporation. 

The  “reward”  of  public  confidence  is  proffered 
to  one  class;  the  withholding  of  public  confidence 
is  the  rod  of  “punishment”  to  another  class  of 
banks.  Where  is  the  constitutional  power  to  con- 
vert the  public  confidence  and  the  credit  ol  the  go- 
vernment into  a system  of  “rewards  and  punish- 
ments?” 

It  virtually  establishes  a treaty  of  peace  and  co- 
operation with  the  pliant  and  conlormable,  and 
makes  war  upon  the  solvency  and  credit  of  the  re- 
cusant and  non-conforming  banks. 

The  power  of  selection  is  founded  upon  the  as- 
sumption of  a right  to  pronounce  upon  the  solvency 
and  sufficiency  of  our  state  institutions.  In  prac- 
tice, it  makes  an  odious,  unjust,  and  injurious  dis- 
crimination. Its  effect  is  to  divide  the  local  cur- 
rency of  the  states  into  two  classes:  one  class  is  lo 
have  the  credit  and  confidence  of  the  government, 
and  its  issues  are  to  be  received  in  payment  of  dues; 
the  other  class  has  not  the  endorsement  of  the  go- 
vernment for  its  solvency,  has  not  the  favor  of  its 
confidence  and  good  opiniou,  and  its  issues  are  not 
receivable  in  payment  of  dues.  Equal  though  they 
may  be  in  all  other  respects,  the  receivability  of 
one  in  payment  of  dues,  and  the  exclusion  ol  the 
other,  destroys  their  uniformity.  The  additional 
function  of  discharging  public  dues,  enhances  the 
value  of  the  one  in  public  estimation,  and  depreci- 
ates the  other. 

On  this  subject  of  currency  the  United  States 
present  an  anomaly. 

No  State  can  make  any  thing  but  gold  and  silver 
coin  a tender  in  pay  merit  of  debis.  The  power  thus 
prohibited  to  the  states,  is  no  where  conferred  on 
congress.  “To  coin  money,  regulate  the  value 
thereof,  and  of  foreign  coin,  and  fix  the  standard  of 
weights  and  measures.”  is  a power  delegated  to 
congress,  and  expressly  denied  to  the  states.  The 
gold  and  silver  coin,  thus  under  the  regulation  of 
congress,  is  the  only  money  known  to  the  constitu- 
tion, and  of  which  congress  can  take  cognizance, 
or  can  produce  or  regulate.  In  addition  to  this 
current  and  constitutional  coin  of  the  w hole  United 
States,  the  states  respectively  claim,  and  have  ex- 
ercised, the  right  of  creating  banking  companies,, 
with  the  privilege  of  issuing  promissory  notes : 
serving  the  purpose  of  a local  currency. 

The  advocates  of  the  deposite  system  propose, 
by  an  affiliation  of  certain  banks,  placed  by  con- • 
tract  under  the  supervising  control  of  the  federa.1 
government,  exerted  by  an  application  of  the  re - 
venue  power,  to  convert  this  local  currency  into  s i 
general  currency,  and  to  impart  to  it  unitoimity  . 
Sir,  the  plan,  at  the  outset,  is  chargeable  with  tin  i 
absurdity  and  inconsistency  of  promising  unifor-  • 
mity,  and  actually  aggravating  inequality  bv  the  < 
inode  and  terms  of  selection.  The  promised"  uni-  • 
formify  in  the  multifarious  and  diversified  paper 
currencies  of  so  many  separate  communitifs,  cai  t 
never  be  consummated.  Such  is  its  versatility  , 
such  its  uncertainty  and  inequality,  at  ditferen  t 
times  and  places,  that  it  seems  to  expose  mathe  - 
malical  truth  to  ridicule  and  doubt.  A bank  not<  : 
in  the  city  of  Richmond  may  be  equivalent  to  spe  - 
cie,  and  so  may  another  bank  note,  of  similar  de  - 
nomination,  be  in  St.  Louis.  Now,  si.',  in  iriathe- • 
matics,  that  things  equal  to  the  same,  are  equal  t(  i 
eath  other,  is  a truth  independent  of  time  anal 
place.  He  who  should  act  upon  this  truth,  in  re  - 
ference to  the  two  supposed  bank  notes,  would  bi; 
egregiously  deceived.  They  are,  perhaps,  in  no 
other  places,  equal  to  the  same  thing,  and  are  no 
where  equal  to  each  other.  The  uniformity  of  sucih 
variety  of  circulation  and  currency,  emanating 
from  the  separate  an  independent  states  of  this 
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confederacy,  can  never  be  effected  by  any  consti- 
tutional application  of  the  limited  powers  conferred 
on  congress.  The  want  and  the  desire  of  uniformi- 
ty in  this  various  currency,  its  elevation  above,  or 
depression  below,  the  standard  of  the  constitution, 
its  tendency  to  exclude  gold  and  silver  from  circu- 
lation, its  useful  or  injurious  functions  in  commer- 
cial transactions,  its  agency  in  disturbing  or  derang- 
ing the  fair  rate  of  exchange  between  different  parts 
of  the  union,  neither  from  one,  or  all  of  these  con- 
siderations combined,  can  any  power  be  derived  to 
congress  over  the  subject.  For  correction  and  re- 
form in  the  character  of  the  currency  of  the  seve- 
ral states,  we  must,  under  our  forms  of  government, 
rely  upon  the  same  authority  which  has  bestowed 
the  privilege  of  creation  and  issue.  For  weal  or  wo, 
in  wisdom  or  in  folly,  constitutionally  or  unconstitu- 
tionally, the  states  have  adopted  this  paper  system; 
they  have,  respectively,  exclusive  jurisdiction  in  the 
regulation  of  their  own  issues,  and  each  may  wholly 
exclude  from  circulation  within  its  limits  the  issues 
of  any  or  all  the  rest.  Sir,  1 repeat  that  the  great 
question  of  reform  in  local  banks  and  currency, 
the  great  question  of  a revisal  of  the  whole  system 
of  corporations — these  great  questions  between  re- 
pnblican  equality  and  aristocratic  privilege — belong 
to  the  states  separately;  and  any  attempt  on  the 
part  of  congress  to  interfere,  regulate,  control,  or 
settle  state  policy,  directly  or  indirectly,  overtly 
or  clandestinely,  I denounce  as  an  unwarrantable 
exercise  of  power.  Congress  ought  not  to  be  per- 
mitted to  divide  with  the  states  the  glory  of  achiev- 
ing a radical  reformation  in  their  own  peculiar  local 
institutions,  nor  ought  it  to  desire  to  participate  in 
the  crime  of  perpetuating  existing  abuses  by  inter- 
posing the  regis  of  protection,  upon  the  false  and 
slanderous  suggestion  that,  under  the  cloak  of  re- 
form, the  democracy  conceal  the  demon  of  destruc- 
tion. Let  the  struggles  for  reform  of  state  policy 
be  carried  on,  free  from  all  unjust  obstrusion  and 
illegal  interference  on  the  part  of  this  government.* 

I see  with  approbation  that  the  eminent  indivi- 
dual to  whom  is  entrusted  the  executive  power,  has 
adopted  this  safe  rule  of  conduct;  and,  in  his  adhe- 
rence to  it,  I trust  confidently  that  he  will  be  tri- 
umphantly sustained.  The  states  may,  and  doubt- 
less, will  improve  their  currency;  will  cause  it  to  ap- 
proximate more  nearly  to  the  constitutional  stand- 
ard; will  make  it  uniform,  and  equivalent  to  gold 
and  silver  within  their  own  limits;  and  without, 
must  leave  it  to  depend  upon  our  good  character  at 
home  and  the  condition  and  wants  of  business.  I 
will  not  doubt  both  the  inclination  and  wisdom  of 
the  states  to  accomplish,  without  federal  dictation 
or  prescription,  the  general  reform  so  earnestly 
demanded  by  the  state  of  public  opinion.  In  the 
fulness  of  time  it  will  be  accomplished.  It  is  at  a 
certain  stage  in  the  regular  advancement  of  politi- 
cal truth,  and  in  the  gradual  progress  of  the  great 
democratic  principle. 

Mr.  Chairman,  let  us  briefly  recapitulate  the 
purposes,  promises,  and  designs,  of  this  union  of 
the  state  banks  with  the  federal  government. 

It  assumes  the  power  to  loan  out  the  public 
money: 

It  converts  the  state  banks  into  farmers  general 
of  the  revenues: 

It  reduces  the  government  to  the  necessity  of 
making  requisitions  on  the  banks  for  the  use  of  its 
own  revenue: 

It  effaces  the  line  of  partition  between  the  two 
governments: 

It  applies  national  capital,  raised  by  taxation, 
and  multiplied  four-fold,  to  fructify  and  sustain 
national  industry: 

It  undertakes  to  prescribe  the  denomination  of 
notes  to  be  issued  by  the  state  banks; 

It  undertakes  to  restrain  and  regulate  their  is- 
sues: 

It  addresses,  as  motives  of  conduct,  their  “hopes 
and  fears:” 

It  uses  the  public  credit  for  “reward  and  punish- 
ment:” 

It  promises  to  give  uniformity  to  the  whole  local 
currency: 

It  makes  odious  discriminations,  and  aggravates 
its  disparity: 

It  proposes  to  recur  to  “existing  materials,” 
■“state  institutions,”  upon  which  to  build  up  a sys- 
tem of  fedeial  power: 

To  made  the  most  of  these  for  the  convenience 
■of  the  government,  as  well  as  for  the  general  good: 

To  reform  their  abuses,  corrects  their  defects,  and 
adopt  every  precaution  which  may  be  necessary  to 
insure  their  fidelity  and  efficiency. 

These  are  but  an  imperfect  enumeration;  and 
where,  since  the  days  of  Hamilton,  can  its  parallel 
be  found?  I call  to  mind  none,  except,  perhaps, 
the  extravaganzas  of  Richard  Rush,  in  his  first 
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annual  report,  as  secretary  of  the  treasury. 
There  appears  to  my  mind  so  strong  a resemblance, 
that  I cannot  forego  the  opportunity  of  introducing 
to  the  notice  of  the  committee  the  enumeration  of 
the  legitimate  objects  of  federal  legislation  con- 
tained in  that  famous  document: 

“To  give  perfection  to  the  industry  of  a country 
rich  in  the  gifts  of  nature,  and  blessed  in  the  bene- 
ficence of  its  government;  to  draw  out  its  obvious 
resources,  and  seek  constantly  for  new  ones,  ever 
ready  to  unfold  themselves  to  diligent  inquiry,  urged 
on  by  adequate  motives;  to  augment  the  number 
and  variety  of  occupations  for  its  inhabitants;  to 
hold  out  to  every  degree  of  labor,  and  to  every  mo- 
dification of  skill,  its  appropriate  object  and  induce- 
ment— these  ranking  amongst  the  highest  ends  of 
legislation.  To  organize  the  whole  labor  of  a coun- 
try, to  entice  into  the  widest  ranges  its  mechanical 
and  intellectual  capabilities,  instead  of  suffering 
them  to  slumber;  to  call  forth,  whenever  bidden, 
latent  ingenuity,  giving  to  effort  activity,  and  to 
emulation  ardor;  to  create  employment  for  the 
greatest  amount  of  numbers,  by  adapting  it  to  the 
diversified  faculties,  propensities,  and  situations  of 
men,  so  that  every  particle  of  ability,  every  shade 
of  genius,  may  come  into  requisition,  is,  in  other 
words,  to  lift  up  the  condition  of  a country,  to  in- 
crease its  fiscal  energy,  to  multiply  the  means  and 
sources  of  its  opulence  to  imbue  it  with  the  elements 
of  general,  as  w'ell  as  lasting,  strength  and  prosperi- 
ty.” 

With  an  avowal  of  so  many  objects  and  purposes 
of  federal  legislation,  with  our  state  institutions  na- 
tionalized, and  drawn,  by  consequence  of  compacts 
and  agreements,  within  the  cognizance  of,  and  sub- 
jected, if  possible,  to  the  decision  of,  the  federal 
judiciary,  as  cases  in  law'  or  equity,  arising  under 
the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  State,  what 
portion  of  the  reserved  rights  of  the  states,  may  we 
hope,  will  ultimately  be  saved  from  encroachment, 
should  these  alarming  doctrines  obtain?  Then  the 
republicans  of  the  present  day,  as  did  the  republi- 
cans of  ’98,  will  have  too  much  cause  to  express 
their  deep  regret,  “that  a spirit  has  been  manifest- 
ed by  the  federal  government  to  enlarge  its  pow- 
ers by  forced  constructions  of  the  constitutional 
charter  which  defines  them.” 

In  lieu  of  this  scheme,  which  has  so  lately  failed 
with  a most  disastrous  explosion,  it  is  proposed  in 
the  bill  before  us,  reported  by  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means,  to  organize  the  treasury  accord- 
ing to  the  requisitions  of  the  constitution.  My  col- 
league [Mr.  Garland]  has  candidly  admitted  that 
there  is  no  constitutional  objection  to  the  plan  which 
w'e,  on  our  side,  advocate,  whilst  the  plan  which  he 
so  zealously  defends,  is  surrounded  with  insur- 
mountable difficulties.  I was  glad  that  my  col- 
league did  not  indulge  in  the  usual  cant  of  charging 
our  bill  with  creating  two  currencies,  one  for  the 
government,  and  another  for  the  people.  Sir,  it  is 
utterly  untrue  that  this  bill  creates  any  currency  at 
all.  I have  heretofore  adverted  to  the  anomalous 
condition  of  the  United  States  on  the  subject  of 
currency,  and  have  shown  that  whilst  the  constitu- 
tion requires  a metallic  currency,  and  authorizes  no 
other,  the  states  respectively,  with  or  without  con- 
stitutional right,  have  superadded  a paper  currency. 
Neither  congress  or  this  bill  is  at  all  responsible 
for  the  existence  of  two  currencies  in  the  country. 
The  coinage  of  money,  the  regulation  of  the  value 
thereof,  and  of  foreign  coin,  is  the  imperative  duty 
of  congress.  The  existence  of  a metallic  currency, 
therefore,  is  an  indispensable  constitutional  requi- 
sition. There  is,  then,  one  currency,  under  the 
constitution,  which  is  necessary  and  unavoidable, 
and  must  perform  its  intended  functions:  and  those 
who  are  disposed  to  murmur  because  there  is  another 
currency,  which  cannot  answer  all  the  same  purpo- 
ses, ought  to  go  to  the  source  of  its  creation  to  vent 
their  complaints  and  remonstrances,  and  ought  not 
to  hurl  their  indignation  against  our  bill,  which,  in 
that  particular  at  least,  is  innocent.  Our  bill  is 
based  upon  the  principle,  that  according  to  the  con- 
stitution, in  the  payment  of  all  dues  and  debts  to 
the  government,  gold  and  silver  ought  to  be  requir- 
ed, and  looks  to  the  ultimate  establishment  and  ge- 
neral application  of  this  principle.  Although  tax- 
ation, in  its  broad  sense,  implies  any  species  of  con- 
tribution or  impost  for  the  support  of  government, 
yet  I presume  that  it  will  not  be  contested  or  deni- 
ed that  our  rates  of  taxes,  duties,  imposts  and  ex- 
cises, must  be  laid  and  collected  in  a general  medium 
denominated  money.  We  have  seen  that  the  con- 
stitution makes  money  to  consist  of  gold  and  silver, 
and  does  not  authorize  any  other  currency;  this, 
therefore,  must  be  the  species  of  money  intended  to 
be  employed,  in  government  purposes,  by  the 
framers  of  that  instrument.  Money  is  only  the 
standard  or  measure  of  value.  Taxation  is  but  the 
transfer  of  individual  wealth  or  value  to  the  govern- 
ment for  its  consumption.  The  amount  or  extent 


of  value  taken  from  each  citizen  is  measured  by  this 
standard.  Entire  uniformity  and  exact  equality  in 
all  contributions  and  exactions  cannot  be  attained 
really  as  well  as  nominally,  but  by  the  use  of  this 
common,  or  constitutional  standard  or  measure  of 
value.  Specie  payments  of  all  debts  and  dues  to 
the  government  are  the  necessary  result  of  requir- 
ing uniformity,  and  employing  a common  and  in- 
variable standard.  In  addition  to  the  argument 
resting  on  uniformity  and  a common  standard,  it 
will  be  remembered,  that  neither  the  states  or  the 
federal  government  can  make  any  thing  but  gold 
and  silver  a tender  in  payment  of  debts.  Should 
the  government  receive  the  paper  substitutes,  issued 
in  the  different  states,  in  place  of  gold  and  silver, 
how  can  it  with  these  preserve  the  public  faith, 
and  fulfil  all  its  engagements  at  home’and  abroad, 
according  to  the  terms  of  the  constitution?  Should 
the  government  receive  paper  at  all,  it  ought  to  be 
with  a certainty,  excluding  every  posibility  of  doubt 
of  its  immediate  convertibility  into  gold  and  silver, 
and  it  ought  to  be  so  converted  invariably  before 
disbursement.  In  such  case,  the  government,  as  a 
matter  of  convenience  to  the  tax  payer,  assists  him 
in  the  process  of  converting  his  paper  into  that  me- 
dium required  for  the  use  of  the  treasury. 

As  an  authority  for  the  receipt  and  disbursement 
of  a paper  currency,  my  colleague  [Mr.  Garland] 
relies  upon  the  construction  given  to  the  act  of  1789 
by  Alexander  Hamilton,  then  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury, and  to  the  subsequent  practice  of  the  govern- 
ment. In  my  opinion,  sir,  there  has  been  a constant 
tendency  to  depart  from  the  strict  line  of  constitu- 
tional duty,  in  the  administration  of  the  finances, 
from  the  commencement  of  the  governmeni,  which 
is  mainly  attributable  to  the  unfortunate  bias  acquir- 
ed from  the  doctrines  inculcated  by  Hamilton,  under 
the  imposing  authority  of  the  head  of  the  treasury 
department.  Hamilton’s  federal  ideas  were  em- 
bodied and  brought  into  practice  in  his  management 
of  the  treasury,  and  in  his  systems  of  finance. — 
Against  his  constitutional  constructions  and  his 
fiscal  arrangements,  the  republican  parly  have  re- 
gularly protested;  and  I cannot  but  think  that  my 
colleague,  as  a republican,  has  made  a most  unfor- 
tunate reference.  Instead  of  gold  and  silver  in  the 
receipts  and  disbursements  of  the  government,  in 
pursuance  ofthe  provisions  of  the  constitution,  it  is 
maintained  that  the  receipts  and  disbursements  of 
equivalents  is  a fair  compliance  with  the  constitution 
and  the  law.  Sir,  the  doctrine  of  equivalents  is  un- 
known to  the  constitution.  It  is  one  of  the  many 
and  fatal  heresies  of  federalism.  If  congress,  or 
any  department,  or  officer  of  the  government,  can, 
in  place  of  a specific  thing,  at  discretion  substitute  an 
equivalent,  then  all  the  specific  provisions  of  the  con- 
stitution may  be  supplanted,  at  the  discretion  of  one, 
or  all  the  departments  combined,  by  the  substitution 
of  their  equivalents. 

Sir,  all  the  doctrines  and  arguments  of  those  who 
profess  to  belong  to  the  republican  party,  and  yet 
advocate  bank  agency  and  a paper  medium  in  the 
public  receipts  and  disbursements,  are  of  strong 
federal  tendency;  they  lead,  inevitably,  to  an  ad- 
mission of  the  constitutionality  and  necessity  of  a 
national  bank.  They  maintain  that  bank  agency  is 
essential  in  the  collection,  safe-keeping,  transfer, 
and  disbursement  of  the  revenue,  and  that  a paper 
currency,  convertible  into  gold  and  silver,  and  as  an 
equivalent  for  gold  and  silver,  is  also  indispensable 
in  the  collection,  transfer,  and  disbursement  of  the 
revenue. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  a chief  justice  Marshall 
would,  from  premises  not  so  strong  and  pointed, 
easily  and  logically  deduce  the  conclusion  that  it 
was  the  right,  and  the  duty,  of  congress  to  estab- 
lish a national  bank  as  a proper,  convenient,  use- 
ful, and  necessary  appurtenance  of  the  revenue 
power. 

I do  not  mean  to  charge  my  colleague  [Mr.  Gar- 
land] or  all  his  political  associates  on  this  question, 
with  any  wish  or  intention  to  favor  the  establish- 
ment of  such  an  institution  at  present.  He  has  al- 
ways disclaimed  it — disclaims  it  now,  and  I am 
satisfied  of  his  sincerity.  I was,  however,  show- 
ing, as  I might  legitimately  do,  and,  as  I think,  I 
have  successfully  done,  that  the  creation  of  such 
an  institution  must  be  the  ultimate  result,  the  final 
conclusion,  of  all  their  arguments  and  doctrines. 

In  the  long  departure  ofthe  government  from  the 
true  rule  of  duty,  and  in  the  systems  and  practices 
which  have  grown  up,  I am  fully  aware  that  the 
habits,  business,  and  interests  of  society  are  involv- 
ed in  a complicated  and  intimate  connection.  No 
man  is  more  sensible  than  I am,  that,  in  the  appli- 
cation of  principles,  however  true  in  theory,  we 
ought  most  carefully  to  survey  all  the  difficulties 
and  obstructions  presented  by  the  existing  condition 
of  things.  Whilst  I would  not,  in  defiance  of  every 
obstacle,  and  regardless  of  consequences,  press  an 
immediate  adoption  of  a favorite  system,  in  all  its 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— AUGUST  4,  1838— SPEECH  OF  MR.  DROMGOOLE. 


367 


parts;  neither  would  I,  relinquishing  all  hope  and 
all  effort,  abandon  it  in  despair,  because  it  was  not, 
at  once,  wholly  practicable.  Existing  difficulties, 
caused  by  the  errors  and  defects  of  the  past,  cannot 
justify  a change  or  an  abandonment  of  principles 
founded  in  truth,  and  in  the  constitution.  It  is 
rather  the  duty  of  the  statesman  and  the  philoso- 
pher, sincerely  convinced,  and  firm  of  purpose,  to 
strengthen  his  defences  by  reason  and  arguments; 
and  to  remove,  prudently  and  gradually,  with  the 
least  inconvenience  and  injury,  the  difficulties  which 
oppose  the  introduction  of  his  system.  In  obedience 
to  the  suggestions  of  prudence,  and  from  a desire  to 
avoid  any  shock  or  injury  to  the  interests  of  the 
community,  the  bill  under  consideration  proposes, 
very  gradually,  an  entire  disuse  of  the  paper  cur- 
rency for  the  use  of  the  treasury,  and  a complete 
restoration  of  the  constitutional  standard;  and  thus, 
after  a long  course  of  error,  to  retract  the  govern- 
ment, in  the  management  of  the  finances,  to  the 
simple  duty  prescribed  in  the  instrument  defining 
its  powers. 

Mr.  Chairman,  an  objection  has  been  urged,  that 
this  separation  of  the  treasury  from  the  banks  will 
require  an  additional  number  of  officers,  and  will 
increase  the  patronage  of  the  executive.  Sensitive 
as  may  be  the  public  mind  on  the  subject  of  patron- 
age, it  is  yet  too  intelligent  and  too  patriotic  to  be 
deluded  into  an  abandonment  of  a wise  and  consti- 
tutional measure,  by  an  unfounded  clamor.  It  relies 
for  its  execution,  like  every  other  measure,  upon 
officers  competent  in  capacity  and  number,  consti- 
tutionally appointed,  and  constitutionally  responsi- 
ble. Ample  personal  security,  the  solemn  sanctions 
of  oaths,  liability  to  removal  from  office,  the  cer- 
tainty of  punishment  for  offences,  the  dread  of  ex- 
posure and  disgrace — these  are  the  guarantees, 
which  will,  in  the  general,  ensure  capacity  and  fide- 
lity. Shall  we  surrender  the  belief,  so  long  and  so 
universally  entertained  in  America,  that  man  in  his 
natural  person,  and  in  his  individual  responsibility, 
is  worthy  of  trust  and  confidence,  is  capable  of  ex- 
ecuting the  ordinary  functions  of  civil  government? 
Shall  we  surrender  this  theory  of  republican  go- 
vernment as  an  impracticable  speculation  or  an  idle 
dream,  and  in  utter  despair  commit  the  vital  con- 
cerns of  this  extended  confederacy,  to  associations 
of  men  converted  by  legal  magic  into  bodies  politic 
and  corporate,  with  chartered  protections,  known 
to  the  government  as  agents  only  in  their  artificial 
character,  whereby  responsibility  is  diminished,  and 
the  difficulty  of  applying  the  restraints  and  coer- 
cions of  the  law  is  greatly  increased?  In  lieu  of  the 
vast  and  complicated  machinery  of  bank  agency, 
our  bill  substitutes  only  some  nine  or  ten  additional 
officers.  The  increase  of  patronage  to  be  exerted 
through  these  few  additional  officers  of  the  treasury 
department,  rigidly  prohibited  from  using  or  em- 
ploying any  public  money  in  their  charge,  under 
any  pretence,  for  private  purposes,  dwindles  into 
insignificance,  compared  with  the  almost  incalcu- 
lable influence  which  may  be  secured  by  an  alliance 
between  the  banks  and  the  treasury.  Take  the  fa- 
vorite number  of  deposite  banks — twenty-five;  mul- 
tiply these  by  the  whole  number  of  officers,  stock- 
holders, and  debtors,  too,  in  each:  the  extent  of  cor- 
rupt influence  and  patronage  into  which  this  system 
may  degenerate  is  absolutely  appalling.  Thepublic 
attention  cannot  be  diverted  from  the  contempla- 
tion of  this  stupendous  combination,  so  susceptible 
of  a sinister  influence,  and  so  tempting  to  a design- 
ing secretary,  by  the  artful  and  causeless  cry  of  ex- 
ecutive patronage  over  nine  or  ten  officers,  fettered 
with  legal  restraints.  Look  at  the  number  of  opu- 
lent merchants,  capitalists,  stockholders,  and  stock- 
jobbers,  who  may,  under  the  operation  of  this  sys- 
tem, be  brought  into  financial,  and,  probably,  poli- 
tical, union  and  concert,  with  the  secretary  as 
common  head.  It  would  seem  that  the  geniu3  of  Ha- 
milton had  awakened  to  revive  “those  fiscal  systems 
and  arrangements  which  keep  a host  of  commercial 
and  wealthy  individuals  embodied,  and  obedient  to 
tl'.e  mandates  of  the  treasury,”  and  which  the  advo- 
cates of  free  government  and  the  enemies  of  corrup- 
tion have  heretofore  assailed. 

Mr.  Chairman,  under  the  separation  of  the  banks 
and  the  government,  proposed  to  be  effected  by  the 
bill  under  examination,  “a  regular  statement  and  ac- 
count of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  all  public 
money”  will  be  practicable.  All  the  artificial  con- 
clusions and  legal  constructions  of  former  systems, 
which,  in  most  cases,  were  confused  and  unintelli- 
gible to  the  mass,  will  be  avoided.  A plain  system 
of  accounts,  so  anxiously  desired  by  Mr.  Jefferson, 
will  be  introduced,  and  the  object  of  the  constitution 
fulfilled  in  requiring  a publication  from  time  to 
time,  of  the  account  current  of  the  treasury.  The 
great  body  of  tax-payers  will  see  and  understand 
the  whole  operation  of  the  treasury. 

The  strict  inhibition  against  employing  any  por- 
tion of  the  revenue  in  trade  or  business,  will  remove 


every  inducement  to  excessive  taxation;  a super- 
fluity of  revenue  beyond  the  economical  wants  of 
the  government,  will  neither  be  desired  by  congress 
or  permitted  by  the  people.  The  transfer  of  revenue, 
in  no  way  connected  with  trade  or  commerce,  from 
points  of  collection  to  places  of  expenditure,  can 
produce  no  inconvenience,  shock  or  revulsion.  No 
charge  can  with  justice  be  preferred,  that  the  finan- 
cial operations  of  the  government  have  interrupted 
business,  paralyzed  commerce,  and  destroyed  credit. 
No  class  of  citizens  or  section  of  the  United  States, 
can  complain  of  partiality  in  the  benefits  to  be  de- 
rived from  the  use  of  the  revenue,  whilst  all  are 
alike  excluded  from  any  such  favors.  All  unjust 
discriminations  in  the  local  currency,  all  improper 
interference  in  its  regulation,  will  be  avoided;  and 
the  slates,  without  impediment  or  assistance,  may 
proceed  in  its  reformation,  according  to  their  own 
sense  of  duty  and  policy.  The  strict  adherence  of 
the  government  in  all  its  money  transactions  to  the 
common  standard,  will  furnish  both  the  measure  of 
value  and  the  example  of  enforcing  it,  which  the 
constitution  intended,  and  will  be  more  persuasive 
to  the  states  to  conform  to  it,  than  any  direct  attempt 
to  control  and  regulate  their  diverse  currency. 
Finally'-,  the  organization  and  management  of  the 
treasury,  according  to  the  constitution,  will  be  to 
exercise  and  vindicate  the  right  and  capacity  of  the 
people  of  the  states  respectively  to  govern  them- 
selves, and  to  emancipate  their  federal  government 
from  bank  thraldom. 

CHRONICLE. 

Ship  letters.  The  number  of  letters  forwarded 
through  the  New  York  post  office,  by  the  packets, 


for  Liverpool,  London,  and  Havre,  from  the  16th  of 
April  last  to  the  17th'  July,  was  61,307 

For  other  ports,  4,360 


67,667 

The  number  received  at  the  upper  post  office 

from  1st  January  to  June  30th,  was  240,548 

For  city  delivery,  101,848 

Tonnage  of  the  lakes — For  the  year  1S37,  the 

tonnage  on  the  lakes  was  as  follows: — 

Tons. 

Buffalo,  2,982 

Erie,  2,993 

Cleveland,  6,719 

Sandusky,  822 

Maumee,  2,811 

Detriot,  7,078 


The  Natchez  Free  Trader  of  the  9th  inst.  states 
that  Messrs.  Drane  and  Dinkins,  citizens  of  Can- 
ton, Madison  county,  Mississippi,  both  gentlemen 
of  high  respectability,  fought  a few  days  ago  near 
that  place  with  double-barrelled  shot  guns,  and 
were  both  killed. 

Health  of  the  cities.  The  number  of  deaths  in 
New  York  last  week  was  199.  Of  these,  126 
were  under  the  age  of  five  years;  by  cholera  infan- 
tum, 33;  consumption,  27;  convulsions,  17. 

In  Philadelphia,  last  week,  there  were  163 
deaths,  of  which  94  were  children  under  two  years 
of  age,  15  were  by  consumption;  6 by  appoplexy. 

In  ^Baltimore,  it  will  be  seen  by  the  bill  of  mor- 
tality, there  were  71  deaths  last  week;  of  which  41 
were  children  under  two  years  of  age. — Baltimore 
Republican. 

Emigrants.  German  papers  mention  the  arrival 
at  Berlin  of  a number  of  emigrants,  rigid  Luthe- 
rans, formerly  composing  the  congregation  of  the 
reverend  Mr.  Schirhel,  against  whom,  with  his 
flock,  the  military  were  turned  out.  They  were 
bound  to  Hamburg,  thence  to  embark  for  America, 
having,  it  is  said,  been  preceded  hither  by  agents 
to  purchase  land.  It  is  stated  that  they  are  not 
without  resources.  They  emigrate  to  “ preserve 
the  true  faith,”  and  in  this  feature  resemble  the 
pilgrims  who  of  old  left  England,  and  then  Hol- 
land, to  come  to  this  country  to  preserve  liberty  of 
conscience. — New  York  Sun. 

King  Philip.  This  distinguished  brave  of  the 
Seminole  tribe,  we  learn  from  the  New  Orleans 
True  American,  expired  on  board  of  the  steamboat 
Liverpool,  on  his  way  to  Arkansas.  At  forty  miles 
beiow  Fort  Gibson,  the  two  boats  containing  the 
emigrating  party,  were  brought  into  the  shore,  the 
yards  manned,  and  the  body  of  King  Philip  taken 
out  and  buried  with  the  honors  of  war.  One  hun- 
dred guns  were  fired  over  his  grave,  and  fhe  In- 
dians, under  lieutenant  Reynolds,  commanding  the 
party,  permitted  to  attend  the  funeral,  appeared  to 
be  much  moved  at  the  loss  they  had  sustained. 

Longworth’s  new  directory  of  New  York,  con- 
tains upwards  of  37,000  names,  of  which  nearly 
10,000  are  not  included  in  the  preceding  volume. 
The  number  of  changes  and  alterations  exceed 
11,000, 


Indian  treaty.  The  Tallahassee  papers  of  the 
30th  ult.  state  that  “gov.  Call  and  the  Indian  agents, 
Messrs.  Walker  and  Boyd,  have  recently  succeed- 
ed in  making  a treaty  with  John  Walker  and  Econ 
Chatamicco’s  tribes  of  Apalachicola  Indians.  The 
treaty  provides  for  their  removal  on  the  20th  of  Oc- 
tober next.  The  Indians  are  paid  for  their  lands 
and  improvements,  and  a liberal  allowance  for  their 
emigration.  This  treaty  has  long  been  desirable — 
the  contact  of  the  Indians  with  the  whites  in  the 
neighborhoods  of  settlements  bordering  on  the  re- 
serve, is  productive  of  bad  consequences  to  both 
parties.  The  reservation,  too,  occupies  some  of  the 
best  lands  in  the  territory,  which  will  be  settled 
immediately  upon  the  extinguishments'  the  Indian 
title.” 

Florida  crops.  The  Tallahassee  papers  state  that 
the  crops  of  corn  and  cotton  in  middle  Florida,  are 
unusually  good  for  the  season.  The  corn  crop  will 
be  much  larger  than  the  last  year,  more  having 
been  planted  than  usual.  The  lateness  and  drought 
of  the  spring  kept  the  cotton  backward  but  the  re- 
cent rains  have  brought  it  forward  astonishingly. 

Milk  sickness.  The  governor  of  Kentucky  has 
olfered  a reward  of  one  thousand  dollars  lor  the  dis- 
covery of  the  origin  of  the  disease  called  milk  sick- 
ness, which  has  cut  off  thousands,  from  time  to 
time,  in  parts  of  that  state,  and  parts  of  Indiana 
and  Ohio.  The  editor  of  the  Indiana  Free  Press, 
who  has  “seen  many  cases  of  the  milk  sickness,  or 
sick  stomach,  compares  its  malignity  to  that  of 
the  cholera,  and  adds: 

“It  is  frequently  the  case  that  cattle  have  what  is 
called  the  trembles,  or  milk  sickness,  without  show- 
ing any  symptoms  of  disease,  until  they  have  been 
driven  or  considerably  worried,  when  it  exhibits  it- 
self by  causing  the  animal  to  fall  down  and  a trem- 
bling similar  to  that  occasioned  by  a severe  shake 
of  the  ague  upon  a person. 

“In  Ohio,  and  in  other  parts  of  this  state,  it  has 
been  the  cause  of  hundreds  of  deaths,  and  conse- 
quently retarded  the  improvement  of  the  country. 
It  also  exists  in  parts  of  Illinois.” 

Taking  Squills.  A capital  hoax  was  played  off 
last  week  with  several  barrels  of  the  roots  of  the 
squill,  a well  known  medicinal  bulb,  which  some- 
times attains  a large  size.  This  plant  is  allied  to 
the  onion,  which  it  resembles.  They  cost  in  the 
West  Indies  about  a dollar  a barrel;  and  as  their 
strange  appearance  excited  some  curiosity  among 
our  amateur  florists,  a slight  advance  in  price  was 
resolved  upon  by  the  holders.  By  a flourishing  de- 
scription and  the  name  of  Spanish  lilly,  and  a glow- 
ing description  of  colors,  yellow  tipped  with  scar- 
let, crimson  with  white  stripes,  &c.  they  were  ea- 
sily worked  oft'  at  two  shillings  a piece,  and  care- 
fully transferred  to  sundry  gardens  and  pots  about 
town,  many  owners  no  doubt  waiting  for  the  ex- 
piration of  the  four  weeks,  at  which  time  they  are 
to  bloom.  At  any  rate  they  can  raise  their  own 
squills,  and  will  have  a curious  white  flow7er, 
though  nothing  very  gorgeous.  [IV.  Y.  Amer. 

The  olden  time.  Forty  years  ago  this  day,  the 
first  rural  tea  party  was  held  in  Northampton,  judge 
Lyman  delivered  an  oration,  and  the  rural  enter- 
tainment was  held  near  the  great  bridge  in  the 
meadows.  This  festival  has  been  seldom  omitted 
since  that  time,  every  year  adding  to  its  interest 
and  beauty. . It  is  usually  served  up  in  a grove,  the 
ladies  having  the  chief  management.  Tables,  de- 
corated with  evergreens  and  beautiful  flowers,  and 
loaded  with  refreshments  of  the  richest  kind,  are 
contributed  by  the  various  families  in  town.  Eight 
lady  managers  preside  assisted  by  delegated  gentle- 
men. Music  is  in  attendance,  and  a dance  on  the 
green  follows  during  the  afternnoon.  It  is  a ration- 
al and  pretty  entertainment,  free  from  the  selfish- 
ness of  political  festivals  and  dinner  parties,  from 
which  the  ladies  are  always  arbitrarily  excluded. 
We  wish  they  were  more  universally  prevalent. 

A heavy  fall  of  rain  was  experienced  in  the  city 
of  New  York  on  Thursday  night  the  26th  ult. 
During  the  gust,  St.  Bartholomew’s  church,  in  La- 
fayette square,  was  struck  by  lightning.  The 
lightning  struck  the  steeple,  which  was  shattered 
to  pieces,  and  the  fluid  descended,  and  went  out 
at  the  clock.  A gentleman  W'ho  saw  it  strike  says 
it  exploded  like  a rocket,  and  must  have  set  fire  to 
the  building  had  it  not  rained  so  very  severely. 

Mr.  William  Bromwell  was  brought  to  Balti- 
more on  Tuesday,  from  New  York,  where  he  had 
arrived  from  Mobile,  in  the  charge  of  officers  de- 
spatched thither,  and  was  committed  to  prison,  to 
take  his  trial  for  forgery. 

Baron  de  Talleyrand,  former  perfect  and  pleni- 
potentiary minister  ofFrance  in  Denmark,  has  been 
raised  to  the  dignity  of  Peer,  by  a royal  ordinance 
dated  the  16th  June. 
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Moral  effects  of  marriage.  The  statistics  of  the 
eastern  penitentiary  of  Pennsylvania,  are  curious  in 
the  srreat  inequality  which  they  exhibit  between 
married  and  unmarried  convicts.  Of  the  one 
hundred  and  sixty  prisoners  received  the  last  year, 
one  hundred  and  ten  were  unmarried.  Six  were 
widowers,  am)  forty-five  only  were  married.  J have 
never  seen  a stronger  illustration  of  the  moral  influ- 
ence of  marriage. 

By  the  upsetting  of  a schooner  in  Chester  river, 
near  Love  Point,  of  sixteen  persons  on  board,  seven 
ware  drowned.  Mrs.  Richardson  and  her  three 
daughters,  of  Kent  island,  capt.  Denny,  and  a co- 
lored man  and  woman.  The  rest  were  saved  by 
clinging  to  the  vessel. 

The  following  important  fact  has  been  published 
by  the  consignees  of  the  Royal  William  steamer: — 

“The  Royal  William  belongs  to  the  city  of  Dub- 
lin company,  established  in  183-1,  to  run  steamers 
between  Liverpool,  Dublin  and  Belfast.  They 
have  a fleet  of  17  vessels  employed  in  the  Iiish 
Channel,  which  make  annually  above  1,000 
voyages,  and  from  the  peculiar  care  used  in  their 
construction,  and  from  their  almost  daily  inspec- 
tion, not  an  accident  has  occured  to  endanger  life 
during  a period  of  14  years.” 

From  the  Far  l Vest.  The  steamboat  Antelope, 
belonging  to  the  American  fur  company,  arrived 
at  the  wharf  yesterday,  from  the  mouth  of  the  Yel- 
low Stone.  She  brings  about  a thousand  packs, 
chiefly  Buffalo  robes.  The  most  valuable  furs  are 
on  their  way  down  in  Mackanaw  boats,  and  will 
probably  be  here  in  a few  weeks.  The  Antelope 
reports  the  river  as  unusually  low;  she  was  detain- 
ed nearly  two  weeks  by  reason  of  this. 

The  agent  of  the  company  reports  that  the  small 
pox  had  ceased  its  ravages  amongst  the  Sioux,  but 
was  still  raging  amongst  the  Indians  higher  up  the 
Yellow  Stone.  The  Assineboiries  are  said  to  be 
extinct,  and  most  of  the  Blackfeet  have  fallen  vic- 
tims. It  was  believed  that  more  than  25,000  have 
died  of  the  disease,  and  that  it  would  not  slop  short 
of  the  Pacific  ocean.  [ St . Louis  Republican. 

Canal  lolls , <§r c.  The  tolls  collected  on  the  New 
York  state  canals  for  the  third  week  in  July  1S37 
and  1833,  were  as  follows: 

In  1337  $33,908  14 

In  1833  33,897  72 

Increase  $4,939  53  or  nearly  15  per  cent. 

The  flour  and  wheat  arriving  in  the  Hudson 
river  via  the  canals  for  the  same  periods,  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

bbls.  flour.  bushels  wheat. 

In  1837  16,748  

In  1833  26,297  10,312 

Increase  9,549  bbls  flour  and  10,312  bushels 
wheat. 

The  merchandize  shipped  at  Albany  and  West 
Troy  for  the  same  time,  was  as  follows: 

In  1837  2,776,800  pounds 

In  1833  3,439.500 


Increase  662,700 

A respectable  gentleman  of  this  city  has  request- 
ed us  to  state  that  almost  immediate  relief  may  be 
afforded  to  persons  who  imprudently  drink  too 
much  cold  water  during  the  prevalence  of  hot 
weather,  by  administering  fifteen  drops  of  Spirilus 
Sails  in  about  a wine  glass  full  of  any  kind  of 
spirituous  liquor.  The  Spiritus  Salis  may  be  pro- 
cured at  any  apothecary’s  shop.  [Balt.  Amer. 

Swimming.  A sailor  named  Samuel  Brown,  we 
are  lulormed,  swain  for  a wager,  from  Smith’s  foun- 
dry in  tnis  place,  to  Fort  Washington,  a distance  of 
nearly  eight  miles!  He  was  accompanied  by  a boat, 
to  see  that  all  was  fair.  This  feat  was  performed 
on  Wednesday  evening.  [ Alexandria  Gazette. 

A novel  salute . When  gen.  Washington,  whilst 
president,  visited  the  works  of  the  James  river  ca- 
nal, the  chief  engineer  caused  the  quarriers  to 
charge  some  hundreds  of  blasts,  which  were  ex- 
ploded at  Washington’s  approach.  This  internal 
navigation  salute  tie  pronounced  the  most  gratifying 
lie  had  ever  heard:  and,  by  the  bye,  he  gave  all  the 
workmen  a guinea  a piece  to  drink  his  heallh. 

We  have  received  the  first  number  of  a new 
Graham  periodical,  called  the  Johnny-Cake.  After 
a hasty  examination  of  its  contents,  we  have  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  slack-baked. 

[ Boston  Gazette. 

Munificent  donation.  Itisstated,  that  John  Jacob 
Astor,  of  New  York,  has  presented  t ie  sum  of 
$33  ),u(h>,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a public 
library  in  that  city. 

No  less  than  four  new  churches  are  now  in  pro- 
gress in  liiae  borough  of  Alleghany,  adjoing  Pitts- 
burgh., and  two  others  are  in  train  of  erection. 


A cariosity.  We  have  on  our  table  the  head  of  a 
pipe  taken  yesterday  from  the  ground  on  the  bank 
of  Wheeling  creek,  in  front  of  me  dwelling  of  Wil- 
liam Chaiplaine,  esq.,  where  excavation  for  a street 
is  now  going  on,  which  is  the  greatest  curiosity  of 
the  kind  we  have  ever  seen.  It  is  evidently  ol  In- 
dian manufacture,  and  we  think,  a petrifaction  of 
wood,  by  the  strong  resemblance  of  the  grain  to  it. 
It  is  nine  inches  in  length  and  weighs  three  pounds, 
File  hollow  bowl  is  very  small  for  the  size  of  the 
pipe  and  was  evidently  made  with  a great  deal  of 
labor,  as  also  was  the  perioration  lor  the  stem.  The 
whole  lorms  a pertect  representation  of  a duck 
swimming,  and  is  distinctly  marked  with  the  beak, 
curve  of  toe  neck,  wings  and  tail,  as  also  the  shad- 
ing of  the  breast.  The  stem  must  have  been  of 
cane  or  elder,  and  long  enough  to  rest  the  bowl  on 
the  ground,  as  it  never  could  have  been  used  in  any 
other  way  except  by  the  mouth  of  one  ot  Gulliver’s 
sixty  feet  gentlemen.  It  can  be  seen,  for  the  pre- 
sent, by  the  curious,  at  our  office.  [ Wheeling  Times. 

High  pay  for  lectures.  During  the  last  month  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Cnaliners  of  Edinburg,  delivered  in  Lon- 
don a series  of  lectures,  lor  which  according  to  a 
statement  in  the  Edinburg  Chronicle,  he  receives 
from  the  Christian  Influence  Society  the  sum  of 
fi ft v pounds  for  each  lecture.  The  lecturer’s 
theory  of  a church  establishment  rocognizes,  noi 
only  a legal  provision  for  the  clergy,  but  the  territo- 
rial distribution  of  the  people  into  parishes,  each 
under  the  superintendence  of  its  own  clergyman. 
Hi3  scheme  proposes  that  the  whole  country  should 
be  parceled  out  into  parishes,  each  containing  not 
more  than  a population  of  2000 — and  that  the  cler- 
gyman of  each  should  fill  his  church  out  of  his  own 
parish,  and  reclaim  every  family  and  every  individ- 
ual committed  to  his  care  to  the  habits  of  regular 
church  going. 

The  grand  jury  of  the  U.  S.  circuit  court,  sitting 
at  New  York,  have  refused  to  find  a bill  against  the 
officers  and  crew  of  the  American  sealing  schooner 
Anna  Howard,  who  were  charged  with  the  commis- 
sion of  a brutal  murder  of  a number  of  Patagonians. 
The  defence  was,  that  the  killing  was  perpetrated  in 
self  defence,  the  natives  having  made  an  attack  upon 
the  seal  vessel. 

Lobby  services.  The  New  York  Express  says  a 
gentleman  of  high  standing  in  Albany  lately  present- 
ed a bill  of  $1000  to  a widow  lady  for  his  influence 
with  the  members  of  the  legislature  in  procuring  the 
passage  of  a law  in  her  favor.  And  a judge  of  the 
court  of  common  pleas  in  New  York  has  commenced 
suit  against  251  subscribers  to  the  Coal  Stock  Com- 
pany, for  $1500  for  lobby  services.  By  a late  de- 
cision, however,  of  judge  Ulshoetfer,  of  New  Jersey 
this  lobby  business  is  likely  to  be  knocked  in  the 
head.  He  has  decided  against  the  legality  of  claims 
for  lobby  services. 

Fires  in  London.  The  total  number  of  fire3  ob- 
served and  reported  by  the  police  in  1836  was  240, 
exclusive  of  chimneys;  in  1837  it  was  229.  Of 
These,  140  in  the  former  year,  and  50  in  the  latter, 
equal  to  34  per  cent,  of  the  whole  number,  were 
extinguished  by  the  police  before  the  arrival  of  the 
engines.  The  estimated  amount  of  loss,  generally 
taken  from  the  statements  of  the  suiferers  them- 
selves, was  436,500/.  in  1336,  and  198,559/.  in  1837. 
In  the  former  sums  is  included  400,000/.,  the  esti- 
mated loss  at  the  warehouses  of  Penning  and  co. 
near  London  bridge;  and  in  the  latter  150,000/.,  the 
loss  at  Davis’  wharf,  Shadweli.  If  these  twm  sums 
be  excluded,  the  loss  in  the  two  years  amounts  to 
135,059/.  [Jour,  of  the  London  Statistical  Society. 

Wool  in  the  U.  S.  The  Vergennes,  Yt.  paper 
says  that  the  fifteen  wool  growing  states  produce 
forty  million  pounds  of  wool  annually.  In  1836, 
the  average  price  of  wool  was  58  cts.  per  lb.  Be- 
tween 1827  and  1836,  it  never  went  below  36  cts., 
but  in  1837,  the  average  price  was  only  34  1-2 
cents,  and  in  1833,  it  has  fallen  to  28  1-2  cts.  per  lb. 

The  drought.  As  the  train  of  cars  was  passing 
through  Brandywine  Hundred,  Delaware,  on  Tues- 
day last,  a spark  from  the  locomotive  fell  in  a stub- 
ble field,  and  a flame  immediately  flashed  over  the 
whole  field,  consuming  the  stubble  and  dead  grass 
like  tinder. 

Mr.  Sully,  the  artist,  is  expected  to  arrive  from 
England  in  the  course  of  the  present  mouth,  bring- 
ing with  him  his  portrait  of  Victoria. 

Excellent.  The  Cincinnati  insurance  offices  have 
agreed  to  an  abatement  of  ten  per  cent,  on  the  pre- 
mium due  from  steam  boats  conducted  without  in- 
toxicating drink. 

The  packet  ship  SI.  James  arrived  at  New  York 
on  Wednesday.  She  has  no  news.  Among  her 
passengers  are  several  Bedouin  Arabs , who  have  been 
performing  at  Paris  with  much  eclat. 


The  Pulaski.  The  following  extract  from  a 
letter  written  by  Dr.  Sharpe  to  the  hon.  James  Bu- 
chanan, has  been  sent  us  for  publication.  The 
gentleman  alluded  is  Dr.  George  W.  Evans,  of  the 
United  Slates  navy — a native  of  Morgantown  in- 
tnis  county,  and  well  known  to  many  of  our  citi- 
zens. We  understand  that  his  friends  had  for  some 
time  past  expected  his  arrival  at  home,  but  from 
this  letter  as  well  as  other  circumstances  have  now 
given  up  all  hope.  [Berks  Journal. 

United  States  navy  yard,  near  Pensacola, 

June  '25lh  1833. 

Sir:  Your  friend  Dr.  Evans  of  the  navy  left  this 
place  on  the  6th  inst.,in  company  w ith  judge  Came- 
ron and  judge  Rochester,  and  I am  extremely  ap- 
prehensive ttiat  he  is  one  of  the  victims  of  the  late 
disaster  of  the  Pulaski,  as  1 see  the  name  of  Evans 
among  the  list,  and  can  but  think  that  he  is  the  per- 
son, although  no  title  is  given.  He  would  hardly 
have  parted  company  with  them  as  he  remained 
several  days  to  avail  himself  of  their  society  on  his 
journey. 

Oneida  Indians  Isaac  Dennisfon,  esq.  agent  for 
this  state,  returned  a few  days  since  from  Green  Bay, 
Wisconsin  territory,  where  he  distributed  among  the 
Oneida  Indians  the  money  payable  to  them  as  annui- 
ties under  the  various  treaties  from  1738  to  1824. 
The  amount  paid  was  $27,965  14,  which  was  done 
in  a way  entirely  satisfactory  to  the  Indians.  The 
Albany  Argus,  l row  which  we  gather  these  particu- 
lars, adds: 

“Mr.  D.  has  been  Indian  agent  for  a great  number 
of  years,  and  has  assisted  in  making  most  of  the 
treaties  between  the  state  government  and  the 
several  tribes  of  Indians  witnin  its  borders,  and 
most  of  the  annuities  secured  by  these  treaties  have 
been  paid  through  him,  amounting  annually  to 
about  fifteen  thousand  dollars.  And  it  is  worthy 
of  remark  that  the  duties  of  Mr.  Denniston’s  agency 
have  been  conducted  with  such  care  and  fidelity  as 
not  only  to  meet  the  approbation  of  tl  e slate  govern- 
ment, for  a long  series  of  years,  but  to  protect  him 
from  any  complaints  on  the  part  of  the  Indians.” 

From  Valparaiso.  By  the  ship  Natchez,  which 
arrived  at  New  York  in  the  short  passage  of 
sixty  days,  the  editors  of  the  Journal  of  Commerce 
received  the  following: 

Valparaiso,  May  10,  1833. 

This  government  has  declared  the  port  of  Callao 
in  a state  of  blockade,  and  their  fleet  is  now  off 
that  place.  Another  expedition  is  being  prepared 
here  which  will  sail  against  Peru  in  the  course  of 
about  six  weeks;  it  will  consist  of  about  five  thou- 
sand men.  It  is  generally  believed  that  they  will 
land  in  the  northern  part  of  the  province,  unless 
some  dissatisfaction  takes  place  in  the  army  of  gen- 
eral Sata  Cruz — we  think  the  expedition  will  again 
be  defeated. 

Buenos  Ayres.  A letter  from  Buenos  Ayres  of 
the  24th  May  informs  that  the  Buenos  Ayrean 
minister  to  the  United  States  was  to  leave  in  the 
Nile.  The  government  had  determined  that  they 
would  never  accede  to  the  demands  of  the  French, 
and  the  blockhade  will  of  course  be  continued  until 
the  present  chief  shall  be  superseded,  or  the  want 
and  distress  of  the  country  oblige  them  to  change 
their  determination. 

The  New  Orleans  Commercial  Bulletin  of  July 
23,  says: — “The  hon.  Anson  Jones,  minister  pleni- 
potentiary from  Texas  to  the  United  States,  arrived 
in  our  city  yesterday,  in  the  steamboat  Columbia.” 

Charleston  banks.  The  Charleston  Patriot  urges 
the  banks  of  that  city  to  resume  specie  payments 
simultaneously  with  those  of  Baltimore  and  Phila- 
dnlphia,  on  the  13th  of  August.  The  editor  states 
that  an  arrangement  to  that  elfect  can  be  made  with 
the  Georgia  banks  in  sufficient  time. 

The  Army  and  Navy  Chronicle  states  that  lieu- 
tenant colonel  Pierce  declines  the  promotion  and 
transfer  to  the  8th  regiment  of  infantry,  which  had 
been  bestowed  upon  him,  preferring  to  remain  in 
the  artillery. 

The  New  Orleans  Picayune  of  the  27th.  reports 
the  health  of  that  city  to  be  over  good. 

A donation  of  1,500  yards  of  calico  has  been 
made  to  the  sisters  of  charity  at  Boston  ,by  Messrs. 
John  McCarty  and  Edward  Barr,  of  Providence 

The  amount  of  deposites  in  the  Boston  Savings 
Bank  is  $2,009,832.77,  belonging  to  13,015  de- 
positors. Savings  banks,  in  which  the  industrious 
and  economical  may  find  a safe  place  of  deposite 
lor  their  spare  earnings,  are  among  the  most  useful 
institutions  of  the  day 

It  is  stated  in  the  last  Charleston  Mercury,  that 
there  are  now  about  sixty  stores  and  dwelling 
houses  in  progress  of  erection  in  the  “burnt  dis- 
trict,” of  that  city.  The  ruins  are  said  to  be  fast 
j disappearing. 
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CCr*The  Royal  Willliuin  steam-ship  left  New  York 
on  Saturday  afternoon  at  4 o’clock.  She  took  out 
thirty-five  cabin  passengers  and  about  six  thousand 
letters. 

North  Carolina.  The  elections  for  governor 
and  members  of  the  state  legislature,  were  held  in 
this  state,  in  the  counties  of  Franklin,  Granville, 
Warren,  Nash,  Edgecomb,  Beaufort,  Pitt,  Wash- 
ington, Hyde  and  Tyrjell,  on  Thursday  the  26th  of 
July:  in  the  counties  of  Johnston,  Wayne,  Lenor, 
Craven,  Carteret,  Jones  and  Greene,  on  the  2d 
inst.  and  in  all  the  other  counties  on  the  9th  inst. 
Thus  far  19  friends  of  the  administration  and  16 
whigs  have  been  elected — and  Mr.  Dudley  has  re- 
ceived a considerable  majority  of  votes  over  Mr. 
Branch. 

Official.  Notice.  The  money  bequeathed  by 
the  late  James  Smithson,  esq.  of  London,  for  found- 
ing an  institute  in  the  city  of  Washington,  amount- 
ing to  about  a half  of  a million  of  dollars,  will,  it  is 
expected,  be  received  during  the  present  month. 
By  an  act  passed  July  7th,  1338,  the  undersigned  is 
directed  to  invest  the  same  “in  stocks  of  slates , 
bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  not  less  than  five  per 
cent,  per  annum.”  He  is  now  prepared  to  receive 
proposals  from  persons  who  have  stocks  of  this  de- 
scription to  dispose  of. 

Levi  Woodbury,  secretary  of  the  treasury . 

Treasury  department,  August  6,  1838. 

Canada  affairs.  Mr.  Buchanan,  the  British 
consul,  received  despatches  by  the  Great  Western, 
for  lord  Durham  and  Sir  Gmrge  Arthur.  It  is  said 
they  are  of  unusual  importance.  They  were  for- 
warded to  Quebec  and  Toronto  by  special  messen- 
gers, and  arrangements  were  made  by  the  consul 
so  that  the  return  despatches  shall  arrive  here  in 
view  to  be  sent  by  the  Great  Western  on  her  re- 
turn. Despatches  were  also  received  for  the  go- 
vernment of  Halifax,  this  being  the  most  direct 
communication  between  London  and  Halifax. 

[A.  Y.  Express. 

Our  government  has  purchased  from  the  Ameri- 
cans a steamer,  to  be  manned,  armed,  and  put  in 
charge  of  lieutenant  Duffie.  She  was  coming 
down  the  Niagara  river  the  other  day  to  go  into  the 
Chippewa  river,  and  owing  to  improper  manage- 
ment, she  pased  the  river,  and  wa3  fast  approach- 
ing towards  the  Falls  before  she  could  be  brought 
up  by  three  anchors.  Should  they  or  the  ropes 
give  way,  over  the  Falls  she  goes.  They  have  sent 
to  the  Americans  at  Buffalo  for  assistance,  which 
is  thought  will  be  very  expensive  before  she  gets 
to  safe  moorings.  [ Kingston  Spectator,  July  27. 

The  staunch  and  swift  steamboat  Milwaukie 
has  been  chartered  by  the  United  States  for  the 
service  of  the  government  upon  the  waters  of  the 
upper  lakes,  in  the  place  of  the  Erie. 

Lieutenant  Homans  is  to  command  the  Milwau- 
kie. The  charge  of  the  soldiers,  &c.  is  to  remain, 
however,  as  heretofore,  under  an  army  officerj 
and  the  vessel  is  to  be  subject  to  the  requisitions 
and  orders  of  the  commanding  officer  on  these 
frontiers.  [ Buffalo  Journal. 

Gen.  Hayne.  The  Washington  Chronicle  of 
Tuesday  evening  says:  “Gen.  Robert  Y.  Hayne 
passed  through  this  city  yesterday  on  his  way  to 
the  north,  where  he  purposes  to  pass  a short  time 
in  examining  the  latest  improvements  in  the  con- 
struction of  railroads,  &c.  He  will,  we  understand, 
return  through  the  upper  part  of  Virginia,  with  the 
view  of  examining  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad, 
and  thence  proceed  to  the  meeting  of  the  directors 
of  the  Charleston  and  Louisville  railroad,  of  which 
he  is  president,  to  be  held  on  the  27th  instant,  in 
Lexington,  Kentucky.” 

Barbecue  to  Mr.  Preston.  A great  barbe- 
cue was  given  to  Messrs.  Preston  and  Elmore, 
near  Columbia,  S.  C.,  on  the  27th  ult„  to  which 
Mr.  Calhoun  and  the  other  representatives  of  the 
state  were  invited.  We  learn  from  the  corres- 
pondent of  the  Mercury,  that  only  Mr.  Preston 
was  present.^  We  learn  also  from  the  same  source, 
that  six  or  eight  hundred  gentlemen  attended  the 
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dinner,  one-third  or  one-half  sub-  treasury  men.  Mr. 
Preston  spoke  at  large  on  the  interesting  topics  of 
the  times.  “ His  argument  against  the  sub-trea- 
sury system,  (says  the  Mercury  correspondent,) 
was  replete  with  his  utmost  powers  of  wit  and  sar- 
casm, yet  by  no  means  fair,  just,  or  effective,”  &c. 
&c.  Much  cheering  attended  his  remarks.  Mr. 
Albert  Rhett  gave  a toast  in  favor  of  the  sub-trea- 
sury, which  the  writer  said  received  cheering 
quite  as  general  as  that  given  to  Mr.  Preston.  A 
complimentary  toast  “in  favor  of  Mr.  Calhoun  as 
a candidate  for  the  presidency,  was  warmly  and 
enthusiastically  applauded.”  A toast  was  given, 
declaring  Mr.  Van  Buren  and  Mr.  Clay  unworthy 
the  vote  of  the  state. 

The  w'riter  says:  “I  have  been  greatly  gratified 
to  perceive  that  the  general  proceedings  of  the  day 
manifested  far  less  of  the  violent  war  spirit  of  the 
Telescope,  and  more  of  that  of  concession  and  re- 
conciliation, than  we  had  at  first  any  reason  to 
expect.  I earnestly  trust  it  will  be  met  in  a 
similar  spirit — nay,  I am  sure  it  will;  and  that 
however  we  may  differ  from  our  old  associates 
on  principle,  and  honestly  battle  with  them  for 
the  right,  on  that  ground,  we  will  ever  be  as  ready 
to  remember  the  old  and  affectionate  ties  which 
bound  ns  with  them  to  our  beloved  state  as  their 
own  bearing  and  deportment  will  possibly  admit. 
Our  principles  we  cannot  compromise,  but  in  bat- 
tling for  them  we  will  not  war  on  persons,  ex- 
cept in  self  defence,  and  desire  to  forget  their 
personal  errors,  in  the  grateful  remembrance  that 
they  “ have  done  the  state  some  service.” 

Indian  affairs.  The  Cherokees.  Extract  of 
a letter  from  major  general  Winfield  Scott,  to  the 
adjutant  general  of  the  army,  dated  head  quarters, 
eastern  division,  Cherokee  agency,  July  23,  1838. 

“ It  is,  I learn,  reported  throughout  this  country, 
that  the  Indians  collected  in  camps  for  emigration 
are  sickly  and  dying  in  great  numbers.  I men- 
tion this  report  to  contradict  it.  The  Indians  are, 
very  generally,  in  excellent  health,  and  so  are  the 
troops.  Please  cause  this  to  be  officially  an- 
nounced.” 

Murders  in  Georgia.  The  Darien  Telegraph  of 
the  31st  u It.  contains  the  following: 

Dear  Sir:  I have  just  learned  from  an  authentic 
source,  of  the  murder  of  two  families  in  Ware 
county  by  the  Indians.  Mr.  Wilde  and  family 
were  murdered  on  the  17th  inst.,  and  Mr.  John 
Davis  and  family  on  the  24th,  not  more  than  twen- 
ty or  twenty-five  miles  from  Waynesville. 

Mr.  Davis  is,  I believe,  well  known,  having 
formerly  been  a member  of  the  legislature. 

These  murders  were  perpetrated  by  five  Indians, 
whose  trail  was  followed  by  the  neighbors  into 
the  Okefenokee’  swamp,  where  they  found  the 
trails  so  large,  and  indicating  the  vicinity  of  so 
many  Indians,  that  they  were  obliged  to  return. 
They  estimate  that  there  are  as  many  as  four  or  five 
hundred  in  the  swamp.  Great  excitement  pre- 
vails in  Ware  and  Camden  on  the  subject  of  these 
murders,  and  from  Waynesville  an  express  has 
been  despatched  to  obtain  particular  information; 
and  a meeting  of  the  citizens  is  to  be  held  to-mor- 
row, to  take  such  measures  as  the  urgency  of  the 
case  may  require. 

I write  this  in  the  greatest  haste,  thinking  it 
may  possibly — in  the  absence  of  more  particular 
and  recent  intelligence  than  has  been  received 
here — be  of  service  to  you.  Yours,  &c., 

L.  Lyman, 

C.  M’ Jr  dell,  esq. 

Murders  in  Florida.  The  Tallahassee  Floridian 
of  the  28th  ult.  says:  On  Wednesday  morning 

last,  two  more  of  our  citizens  fell  victims  to  savage 
barbarity.  A Mr.  Lasley,  residing  about  fifteen 
or  twenty  miles  from  Tallahassee,  on  the  Ocloc- 
knee  river,  when  returning  to  his  work  from  break- 
fast, discovered  a number  of  Indians  on  his  plan- 
tation. He,  with  his  son,  retreated  to  the  house, 
followed  by  the  Indians,  but  succeeded  in  defend- 
ing his  dwelling  till  about  1 o’clock,  when  the 
savages  retired  a short  distance  in  the  woods. 
Supposing  it  safe  to  retreat,  the  family  left  the 
house,  but  had  proceeded  only  a short  distance 
when  they  were  overtaken  by  the  Indians,  Mr. 


Lasley  and  his  daughter  shot  down,  and  the  son 
received  a ball  through  the  hand.  Two  young 
men  succeeded  in  making  their  escape.  The 
number  of  Indians  was  stated  at  fifty  or  sixty. 
We  think  the  number  exaggerated. 

Governor  Call  has  taken  such  measures  as  are 
in  his  power  to  give  defence  to  the  frontier  of  Le- 
on and  Gadsden  counties,  and  if  possible,  prevent 
the  Creeks  from  effecting  their  escape  to  the  Sem- 
inoles,  as  is  no  doubt  their  intention.  Captain 
Walker’s  company  at  Shell’s  point,  has  been  order- 
ed to  scour  the  country  on  the  line  from  the  point 
to  Mr.  Alligood’s  plantation,  about  six  miles  from 
this  city.  He  has  also  called  fora  force  from  Gads- 
den, and  it  is  probable  that  major  Taylor’s  battal- 
lion,  now'  stationed  on  the  Oscilla  frontier,  will 
also  go  in  pursuit  of  the  Creeks. 

The  governor  received,  by  express,  early  yester- 
day morning,  information  from  major  Taylor,  that 
his  command  would  be  dicharged  from  the  service 
by  major  Dearborn;  in  which  event  they  have  been 
ordered  by  the  governor  to  report  to  him  at  this 
place,  when  they  will  be  employed  against  the 
Creeks.  It  is  probable  that  colonel  Green,  of  the 
sixth  regiment,  recently  arrived  from  Green  Bay, 
will  receive  the  troops  into  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  Colonel  Green  is  charged  with  the 
command  of  the  defence  of  Middle  Florida,  and  is 
a highly  efficient  officer.  At  all  events  we  are  as- 
sured that  the  frontier  will  be  defended,  and  pro- 
tection given  our  citizens,  if  not  by  the  United 
States  authorities,  at  least  by  the  territorial. 


Banks,  c urrency,  &c.  Money  affairs  in  Phila- 
delphia. The  New  York  Courier  and  Enquirer,  of 
.Thursday,  says:  “We  learn  from  Philadelphia,  that 
in  consequence  of  the  approaching  resumption  of 
specie  payments,  several  of  the  banks  of  that  city 
had  seer,  the  necessity  of  a speedy  contraction,  and 
had  already  commenced  a curtailment  of  their  ac- 
commodations, and  that  money  was  for  this  cause, 
becoming  sensibly  scarce,  and  the  rate  of  dis- 
count proportionately  advancing.  This  scarcity  of 
money  no  doubt  will  continue  to  increase,  as  the 
banks  of  Philadelphia  must  do  after  the  resumption, 
what  the  banks  of  New  York  did  before  they  re- 
sumed, viz  contract  their  money  accommodation, 
as  much  as  possible;  the  inconvenience  however 
will  no  doubt  be  merely  temporary,  and  has  been 
all  along  foreseen.” 

The  Pennsylvanian  of  yesterday,  says — We  un- 
derstand that  the  notes  of  the  Philadelphia  banks 
are  now  received  in  payment  of  duties  at  our  cus- 
tom house — satisfactory  proof  having  been  furnish- 
ed the  collector  by  the  officers  of  the  bank,  that 
notes  and  checks  on  this  institution  are  redeemed 
in  specie. 


(Ohio)  Journal  of  the  3d  instant  has  the  following 
annunciation  of  the  contemplated  resumption  of 
specie  payments  by  the  Ohio  banks  on  the  13th  in- 
stant—the  day  on  wdiich  the  banks  in  the  Atlantic 
states  have  agreed  to  resume. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  following  circular,  that 
Monday,  the  13th  instant,  is  the  day  agreed  upon 
for  the  general  resumption  of  specie  payments  bv 
the  banks  of  Ohio.  The  duty  of  laying  this  circu- 
lar before  our  readers  is  the  most  gratifying  we 
have  performed  this  many  a day.  - 

Columbus,  August  2,  1838. 

At  the  convention  of  the  banks  of  Ohio,  held  in 
ffis  city  on  the  sixth  and  seventh  days  of  June  last, 
the  following  resolution  was  adopted. 

“ Resolved , That  in  case  the  banks  of  Philadel- 
phia and  Baltimore  do  not  resume  on  or  before  the 
fourth  day  of  July  next,  then  Messrs.  J.  Creed,  R. 
W.  McCoy,  and  Wm.  Niel,  be  and  they  are  hereby 
appointed  a committee  to  fix  the  day,  and  give  in- 
formation to  each  of  the  banks,  so  soon  as  it  shall 
be  known  that  said  banks  of  Philadelphia  and  Bal- 
timore have  resumed,  after  said  fourth  of  July. 

Believing  that  the  banks  of  Massachusetts,  Rhode 
Island,  Connecticut,  Pennsylvania,  Virginia,  Ken- 
tucky and  Baltimore  will,  under  a resolution  adopt- 
ed at  a convention  of  banks  held  at  Philadelphia  on 
t"e.  twenty-third  ultimo,  resume  the  payment  of 
their  bills  in  specie  on  the  thirteenth  of  August 
inst.;  and  believing  that  sound  policy  requires  of 
the  Ohio  banks  to  resume  simultaneously  with 


370 


NILES’ NATIONAL  REGISTER— AUGUST  11,  1838— FOREIGN  NEWS. 


them,  the  undersigned,  by  virtue  of  the  authority 
in  them  vested,  recommended  to  the  Ohio  banks  to 
resume  on  the  said  thirteenth  day  of  August  in- 
stant. 

John  Creed,  j) 

R.  W.  McCoy,  > committee. 

Wm.  Neil.  3 

The  Alexandria  Gazette  says  that  the  hanks  in 
the  District  of  Columbia  commenced,  redeeming 
their  $5  notes  in  specie  on  the  1st  inst.,  and  will 
resume  generally  as  soon  as  the  banks  in  the  neigh- 
boring states  do. 

Some  of  the  corporations  of  Philadelphia  which 
have  issued  small  notes  during  the  suspension  of 
specie  payments,  are  beginning  to  withdraw  them 
from  circulation. 

A glorious  example.  The  city  certificates  about 
to  be  redeemed.  We  learn  with  pleasure  that  an 
arrangement  is  made  by  which  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  will  redeem  all  the  certificates  of 
loan  issued  by  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  This  glo- 
rious example,  we  hope  will  be  speedily  imitated 
by  the  other  corporations.  The  city  councils  de- 
serve great  credit  for  the  movement. 

[Phil.  Eng. 

The  notes  of  the  corporation  of  Baltimore  have 
been  redeemed  by  the  banks  of  that  city,  since  the 
1st  of  May  last. 

Michigan  Money.  The  Detroit  Advertiser,  of 
July  31st.,  says,  “the  money  of  this  state  is  still  im- 
proving in  the  confidence  of  the  public,  and  of 
course  grows  scarcer.  Nearly  all  of  the  notes  of 
the  best  chartered  banks  are  out  of  circulation — 
some  having  been  redeemed,  and  others  placed  on 
deposite,  which  have  not  again  been  thrown  into 
circulation.” 

Philadelphia  money  market.  Bicknell’s  Reporter 
of  Tuesday  says — “Money  is  abundant  in  this  city 
at  moderate  interest,  and  the  prospect  generally 
looks  well.  In  fact  the  certainty  of  the  banks  re- 
suming on  Monday  next,  and  their  known  ability 
so  to  do,  have  proved  the  means  of  restoring  mone- 
tary and  business  affairs  of  the  city  to  a healthy 
state.” 

The  Girard  bank  has  ceased  to  act  as  agent  for 
paying  the  government  pensions,  and  that  business 
will  be  hereafter  done  by  the  Moyamensing  bank. 

Sales  at  the  New  York  stock  board,  August  7. 

328  shares  U.  S.  Bank,  ...  121  3-4 

100 b.  n.  w.  - 122 

The  New  York  Express,  second  edition  of  Mon- 
day, says — 

A portion  and  a very  large  portion,  of  the  mer- 
cantile community,  too,  will  learn  with  regret,  that 
there  are  some  embarrassments  in  the  establishment 
of  a branch  of  the  United  States  Bank  in  this  city. 
We  have  it  from  what  we  deem  good  authority, 
that  threats  have  been  thrown  out  from  persons  in 
high-authority,  that  if  a branch  is  established  here, 
measures  will  be  immediately  taken  to  put  an  in- 
junction on  the  bank.  This  threat  has  had  the  effect 
for  the  present,  as  we  are  informed,  to  cause  a sus- 
pension of  the  intended  location  of  a bank.  What- 
ever unkind  feeling  there  may  be  lingering  in  the 
bosom  of  political  adversaries  towards  that  institu- 
tion, there  is  none  among  men  of  business;  all,  all 
are  in  favor  of  permitting  any  man  whatever  on  this 
side,  or  the  other  side  of  the  water,  to  bring  his 
capital  here  and  employ  it  in  banking  or  any  other 
lawful  pursuit.  If  there  is  no  method  by  which  the 
bank  can  bring  their  capital  here  in  open  day,  we 
trust  it  will  be  brought  here  and  employed  through 
indirect  channels. 

The  number  of  letters  brought  by  the  Great  Wes- 
tern, is  astonishingly  great;  all  our  merchants  have 
their  correspondence  from  all  parts  of  the  continent 
as  well  as  England,  to  a very  late  period.  They 
generally  speak  of  the  great  abundance  of  unem- 
ployed capital  in  the  principal  cities  of  Europe,  but 
particularly  in  London.  Although  there  is  no 
change  of  any  importance  in  American  funds,  yet 
there  is  a growing  desire  to  invest,  and  securities 
from  this  side,  from  the  fact  that  they  can  give  a 
greater  interest,  meet  with  great  favour.  United 
States  Bank  stock  is  the  great  favorite.  That  in- 
stitution has  so  long  paid  their  dividends  of  7 and  8 
percent,  per  annum,  that  it  has  become  as  regular 
for  an  English  capitalist  to  get  his  dividend,  on  this 
stock,  as  on  that  of  the  Bank  of  England.  It  is 
this,  and  probably  this  alone,  that  has  caused  it  to 
be  as  great  a favorite  as  it  is  in  the  London  market. 

The  Philadelphia  U.  S.  Gazette  of  Tuesday  says. 
We  learn  by  letter  from  London,  that  it  is  proposed 
to  form  a stock  company  for  the  purpose  of  estab- 
lishing aline  of  Steam  Packets  to  ply  between  Lon- 
and  Philadelphia.  Shall  we  have  no  share  in  the 
matter? 


VERY  LATE  FROM  EUROPE. 

From  the  N.  Y.  American. 

The  Great  Western  is  back  again,  improving  up- 
on the  speed  of  her  former  voyages.  She  left  Bris- 
tol at  8 o’clock  in  the  evening  of  the  21st  of  July, 
and  took  a pilot  otf  the  Hook  on  Saturday  night, 
4th  August,  at  10,  and  actually  reached  the  qua- 
rantine yesterday  morning  by  9 o’clock,  making 
her  passage  in  14  and  a half  days.  Her  passage 
out  was  made  in  less  than  13  days. 

She  brings  130  passengers,  a good  deal  of  freight, 
and  many  letters.  One  of  her  passengers  left  this 
city  only  39  days  ago,  and  passed  twelve  days  of 
the  time  in  England. 

Again  and  again  we  express  our  rejoicing  at  the 
success  of  this  noble  enterpise,  which  now,  after 
five  such  trips  by  the  Great  Western,  should  no 
longer  be  treated  as  an  experiment. 

Of  political  or  other  news,  there  is  really  not 
much  of  interest. 

The  crops  were  moderately  promising  in  Great 
Britain,  and  the  weather  generally  fine. 

The  Great  Western  steam  ship  company  have 
taken  steps  to  increase  its  capital  from  250,000Z. 
to  1,000,000Z.  They  have  contracted  for  the  im- 
mediate building  of  three  large  and  splendid  steam- 
ships, to  run  between  Cork  and  New  York,  in  con- 
junction with  the  British  Queen;  they  are  to  be 
christened  President,  Great  Britain,  and  United 
States.  The  keel  of  the  President  has  been  al- 
ready laid;  she  is  to  measure  2,028  tons. 

The  parliamentary  news  is  of  a very  unimpor- 
tant character.  The  Irish  municipal  reform  bill, 
notwithstanding  the  arrangement  entered  into  by  the 
leader  of  the  conservative  party  with  the  ministers, 
has  been  nullified  by  the  cutting  out  of  the  most 
important  provision.  On  the  12th  of  July,  on  the 
several  clauses  being  discussed  in  committee,  lord 
Lindhurst  moved  that  the  qualification  to  vote,  be 
raised  from  51.  to  10Z.,  when  the  radicals  were  left 
in  a fearful  minority.  The  Irish  poor  law  bill  was 
carried  by  a majority  of  62. 

Another  discussion  had  taken  place  respecting 
the  power  of  lord  Durham  to  dissolve  the  old  ex- 
ecutive council  in  Canada.  The  motion  ended 
like  all  its  predecessors,  in  the  ministers  declaring 
that  time  must  be  allowed  for  the  governor  general 
to  develope  the  fruits  of  his  policy,  wffiich,  if  it 
ripened  into  a general  pacification  of  the  two  pro- 
vinces, the  nation  would  have  reason  to  be  satisfied 
with,  notwithstanding  the  appointments  he  had 
made  since  the  reins  of  government  had  been  en- 
trusted to  bis  hands.  The  conservatives  are  terri- 
bly bitter  at  lord  Durham,  and  one  of  their  leaders 
said,  in  the  course  of  the  debate,  that  under  the 
new  administration,  Canada  would  have  the  singu- 
lar fortune  of  possessing,  among  its  principal  offi- 
cers of  government,  the  only  two  men  ever  divorc- 
ed by  parliament  on  the  complaint  of  their  wives. 

The  bill  for  the  abolition  of  imprisonment  for 
debt,  from  the  lords,  has  been  twice  read  in  the 
commons.  Great  Britain  will  have  the  honor  of 
going  ahead  of  the  federal  government  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  this  great  step  of  civilization. 

In  the  course  of  a discussion  on  the  international 
copy-right  bill,  it  was  proposed  to  put  in  a proviso 
in  favor  of  anonymous  authors,  whose  works  are 
not  protected  by  the  bill  in  its  present  shape. 

It  was  generally  stated  about  the  house  that  the 
present  session  will  not  conclude  until  the  20th 
August.  If  so,  the  two  houses  will  have  continu- 
ed sitting  for  nearly  nine  months. 

Since  the  year  1814,  so  many  visiters  had  not 
been  known  to  have  sojourned  in  the  metropolis, 
as  during  the  fortnight  of  the  coronation. 

Grand  reviews  of  the  Household  troops  had  ta- 
ken place  in  Hyde  Park  and  Woolwich  Common. 
At  the  former  place  it  was  computed  that  more 
than  100,000  spectators  were  present.  The  in- 
spection, with  the  sham  fight  that  followed,  occu- 
pied four  hours.  Marshal  Soult  was  the  chief 
lion  after  the  queen  and  her  staff  of  Amazonian 
aids  de  camp.  Several  accidents  happened  in  the 
course  of  the  day.  A tree  overloaded  with  sight- 
seers broke  down  and  precipitated  fourteen  persons 
to  the  ground.  A surgeon  bled  the  sufferers  on  the 
ground,  and  they  were  sent  home  in  coaches.  One 
man  fell  from  the  roof  of  a house  70  feet  high  and 
was  killed.  A private  of  the  lancers  was  unhorsed 
during  a charge,  and  rode  over  by  the  squadron  in 
the  rear.  It  was  expected  he  would  recover. 

An  unfortunate  man  named  Thomas  Flower, 
who  has  been  charged  upon  two  several  occasions 
al  the  Queen  Square  police  office  with  having  been 
found  in  the  precincts  of  Buckingham  palace,  in 
order  to  demand  the  hand  of  her  majesty  in  mar- 
riage, was  brought  before  Messrs.  Gregorie  and 
White,  charged  at  the  instance  of  the  hon.  Charles 
Murray,  with  having  attempted  to  intrude  himself 
into  the  apartments  of  the  queen  at  the  palace.  Mr. 
Randall,  one  of  the  queen’s  pages,  deposed,  that  on 


Monday  night,  about  10  minutes  before  12  o’clock, 
he  was  passing  through  the  picture  gallery  and 
found  the  defendant,  who  was  attired  in  the  mean- 
est manner,  seated  upon  a chair,  within  seven  yards 
of  the  royal  bed  room.  It  appeared  that  her  majes- 
ty had  only  retired  to  rest  about  10  minutes  previ- 
ously, and  that  the  defendant  had  obtained  entrance 
by  mixing  with  the  servants  of  the  foreign  ambas- 
sadors, who  had  been  invited  to  an  entertainment 
after  the  review  in  Hyde  park.  Police  sergeant 
Cook,  of  the  B.  division,  stated,  that  the  man,  who 
styled  himself  captain  Flower,  of  the  13th  Light 
Dragoons,  was  most  obstreperous  upon  being  taken 
into  custody.  It  required  the  aid  of  two  policemen 
and  two  of  the  rifle  brigade  to  convey  him  to  the 
station  house,  and  even  then  it  was  necessary  to 
strap  his  legs  and  arms.  He  said  that  his  inten- 
tions towards  the  queen  were  highly  honorable. 
Defendant. — And  so  they  are. — It  was  entirely  by 
mistake  that  I wandered  into  the  picture  gallery, 
nor  did  I know  that  her  majesty’s  bed  room  was  so 
closely  adjacent.  I came  to  speak  to  lady  Mary 
Stopford.  Mr.  Randall  stated  that  the  man  had 
tried  several  gates  of  the  palace  before  he  managed 
to  gain  access  to  the  picture  gallery.  Had  he  en- 
tered ten  minutes  sooner,  the  queen  would  have 
been  passing  to  her  bed  room.  Defendant,  who  is 
evidently  a lunatic,  was  ordered  to  find  sureties  to 
keep  the  peace  for  the  future;  in  default,  he  was 
sent  to  the  Tothill- fields  house  oi  correction.  The 
man  is  of  a respectable  family,  and  has  for  many 
years  been  connected  in  the  jewelry  line  with  one 
of  the  first  firms  in  London.  [London  Paper. 

The  mayor  and  corporation  of  London  had  given 
a grand  entertainment  to  the  foreign  ambassadors 
and  other  strangers.  All  the  great  political  men, 
without  distinction  of  party,  were  present.  Among 
the  foreigners  we  notice  the  name  of  Mr.  John 
Van  Buren. 

It  is  stated  in  the  London  Globe  of  the  20th  ulf. 
that  Mr.  Rush,  of  the  United  States,  had  sailed, 
two  days  previously,  for  home,  in  the  Mediator, 
having  succeeded  in  the  objects  of  his  mission. 

His  excellency  Mr.  Throop,  minister  of  the 
United  States  to  Naples,  captain  Perry,  U.  S.  na- 
vy, and  Mr.  McCauley  have  been  presented  to  the 
queen.  The  levee  was  attended  by  Mr.  Benjamin 
Rush,  secretary,  R.  Vaux,  private  secretary,  and 
H.  B.  Livingston,  aitachee  of  the  American  lega- 
tion. 

Madame  Vestris  had  an  immense  parting  benefit 
at  Covent  Garden,  preliminary  to  her  starting  tor 
New  York.  The  receipts  are  estimated  at  £600 
or  700. 

The  British  Queen.  This  stupendous  steam  ship, 
commanded  by  captain  Roberts,  formerly  of  the 
Sirius,  arrived  at  Port  Glasgow,  and  has  gone  into 
dock,  where  she  is  to  receive  her  machinery.  The 
Queen  was  towed  to  Plymouth,  from  Gravesend, 
by  the  Vulture  steamer.  Betwixt  these  places  she 
had  foul  winds.  At  Plymouth  the  Vulture  left, 
and  the  Queen  then  came  round  by  the  Land’s 
End  herself  in  fine  style,  carrying  all  sail,  and  beat- 
ing every  vessel  in  her  way,  especially  a French 
brig,  which  attempted  to  compete  with  her  for 
some  time.  Having  arrived  at  the  tail  of  the  bank 
early  on  Saturday  morning,  she  was  towed  into 
the  wet  dock  at  eleven  by  the  Sampson  steamer, 
the  top  of  whose  funnel,  it  was  observed,  just 
reached  the  top  of  the  Queen’s  paddle  box.  It  is 
thought  she  will  not  be  ready  to  sail  as  early  as 
announced,  and  that  the  Tiger  will  take  her  place. 

The  steam  ship  Sirius,  lieutenant  Moule,  hence, 
arrived  off  Plymouth  on  the  16th  July,  making  the 
passage  in  16  days. 

The  city  of  Cairo  has  been  visited  by  a serious 
conflagration. 

London,  July  20,  12  o'clock. 

Market.  The  public  securities  were  rather  less 
favorably  quoted  at  the  commencement  of  business 
this  morning,  but  they  have  since  partially  recover- 
ed. Consols  are  now  94  1-4,  buyers  for  money, 
and  for  account.  Exchequer  bills  are  80s  to  82s. 
premium;  and  bank  stock  206  to  207. 

, Two  o'clock. 

No  alteration  in  the  quotations  for  stock  has  oc- 
curred in  either  market  since  our  first  report. 
Scrip  of  the  Belgian  new  loan  is  at  2 1-2  premium. 

F'our  o'clock. 

Consols  for  the  account  closed  at  94  3-S. 

FRANCE. 

From  the  London  Courier. 

Paris,  July  18. 

It  appears  that  another  misunderstanding  has 
arisen  between  France  and  Switzerland.  The 
French  government  demand  the  expulsion  of  Louis 
Bonaparte,  whose  intrigues  give  serious  annoyance 
to  Louis  Philippe,  and  menace  Switzerland  in  case 
of  a refusal.  The  latter  power  pleads  its  inability 
to  accede  to  the  demand,  Louis  Bonaparte  being 
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a citizen  of  Halvetia,  and  enjoying  a great  share  of 
popularity  in  the  Canton  of  Thurgovia,  in  which  he 
resides.  The  Mlgemeine  Zeitung  seems  to  think 
that  the  federal  government  will  not  yield  to  this 
subject. 

Not  content  with  the  conviction  and  punishment 
of  the  editor  of  Le  Terr.ps  for  publishing  a report 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  peers  in  deliberation  on 
the  case  of  M.  Laity,  the  government  have  directed 
that  three  opposition  provincial  papers,  La  Feuille 
de  Cambrai,  Le  Progros,  of  Arras,  and  the  Liberal, 
ofDouai,  be  prosecuted  for  copying  into  their  jour- 
nals respectively  the  incriminated  article. 

The  Siecle  of  Paris  says  that  one  of  the  objects  of 
marshal  Soult’s  mission  to  England,  was  to  obtain 
permission  to  remove  the  remains  of  Napoleon  to 
F ranee;  and  in  this  it  is  said  he  has  succeeded,  with 
the  aid  of  the  duke  of  Wellington.  It  is  stated  far- 
ther, that  the  prince  de  Joinville  is  to  proceed  to 
St.  Helena,  in  command  of  a frigate,  having  on 
board  a soldier  from  every  regiment  in  France,  and 
that  the  remains  of  the  emperor  are  to  be  deposited 
under  the  column  in  the  place  Vendome,  with  so- 
lemn religious  ceremonies,  at  which  the  duke  of 
Wellington  will  be  invited  to  be  present. 

Paris  has  been  visited  with  another  calamity.  The 
theatre  of  the  Vaudeville  has  been  destroyed  by 
fire.  This  is  the  third  theatre  that  has  been  burnt 
in  Paris  within  the  last  twelvemonth.  Fortunate- 
ly there  has  been  no  loss  of  life  on  this  occasion, 
although  the  decorations  have  all  perished  in  the 
flames. 

The  Vaudeville  is  situated  in  one  of  those  narrow' 
streets  that  connect  the  Place  du  Palais  Royal  with 
that  of  the  Tuileries;  as  a building  it  was  not  in  any 
way  remarkable,  indeed  it  was  much  inferior  in  ex- 
ternal appearance  to  most  of  the  other  theatres  of 
Paris.  The  minister  of  the  interior,  we  are  told, 
had  ordered  some  time  ago  that  no  more  represen- 
tations should  be  given  in  the  Vaudeville,  but  recall- 
ed his  ordinance  in  consequence  of  the  numerous 
reclamations  to  which  it  gave  rise.  Be  this  as  it 
may,  yesterday  morning,  at  3 o’clock,  smoke  was 
seen  to  issue  from  the  roof,  and  shortly  after,  the 
flames  burst  forth  with  a degree  of  violence  which 
alarmed  the  whole  quarter.  The  inhabitants  of  the 
neighboring  hotels  at  first  thought  of  migrating  with 
their  effects,  but  abandoned  this  idea  when  they 
saw  the  precautions  which  were  taken  in  order  to 
arrest  the  progress  of  the  flames.  The  French  jour- 
nals are  unanimous  in  praisingdhe  municipal  autho- 
rities for  the  zeal  they  displayed;  and  it  is  only  in 
justice  to  say  that  they  braved  every  danger  in  order 
to  accomplish  their  duty.  The  prefect  of  the  police 
set  the  example;  I saw  him  in  the  morning  issue 
forth  from  the  ruins  of  the  theatre  covered  with 
ashes  from  head  to  foot.  The  duke  of  Orleans  was 
also  present,  and  remained  on  the  spot  till  the 
flames  were  mastered. 

The  adjacent  houses  suffered  a little.  Yesterday 
evening,  at  six  o’clock,  several  of  them  were  still 
on  fire,  but  the  damage,  as  I stated  above,  is  not 
very  serious.  Many  regret  that  the  whole  quarter 
was  not  destroyed,  as  it  is  one  of  the  filthiest,  al- 
though a central  one,  in  the  French  capital. 

BELGIUM. 

Brussels,  July  18. 

The  king  will  return  from  Paris  on  Sunday  or 
Monday  next.  His  majesty  is  expected  in  the  camp 
at  Beverloo  on  the  24th.  It  is  said  that  there  will 
be  several  nominations  to  the  order  of  Leopold  in 
different  regiments. 

The  provincial  council  of  Antwerp,  in  the  sitting 
of  the  16th,  had  to  consider  several  important  pro- 
posals. The  last,  and,  in  the  present  state  of  affairs, 
the  most  serious,  was  that  for  an  address  to  the  king 
relative  to  the  integrity  of  the  territory.  It  was 
made  by  M.  Lauwen  de  Browers,  supported  by 
Messrs.  Fremie  and  Schoppers,  and  immediately 
discussed  and  adopted.  The  second  related  to  the 
payment,  which  is  still  delayed,  of  the  indem- 
nity due  for  the  losses  occasioned  by  the  revolution 
of  1830.  It  was  brought  forward  by  M.  Moreliers, 
and  taken  into  consideration. 

Letters  from  Prussia  make  ns  easy  respecting  the 
pretended  levies  of  troops  for  the  purpose  of  enforc- 
ing the  twenty-four  articles.  It  is  only  the  annual 
calling  out  of  the  landwehr  for  two  months’  exer- 
cise, and  also  to  complete  some  garrisons  which 
were  too  weak  to  perform  the  regular  duty. 

London,  Friday,  July  20. 

It  appears  that  the  general  impression  in  Paris  on 
the  Hollando-Belgie  question,  was,  that  great  dan- 
ger would  attend  the  attempt  to  coerce  Belgium. 
The  Prussians  seem  prepared  for  all  events;  but  it 
is  now  stated,  that  instead  of  being  united  to  the 
troops  of  the  Germanic  confederation,  and  instead 
of  entering  with  them  into  Belgium,  the  Prussian 
contingent  will  become  a corps  of  observation  on 
the  frontier.  The  Scabian  Mercury,  in  an  article 


dated  Lower  Rhine,  July  9,  states  that  “since  the 
reserve  of  the  corps  of  the  army  of  the  Rhine,  which 
is  to  take  up  a position  on  the  frontiers  of  Belgium, 
has  been  called  out,  much  exertion  is  used  in  re-vic- 
tualling the  Prussian  fortresses  on  the  borders  of  the 
Rhine.” 

There  was  such  a heavy  fall  of  snow  on  the  20th 
June,  at  the  Font  de  Cere,  in  the  Cantal,  that  the 
agents  of  the  Ponte-et-Chausses,  who  wrere  employ- 
ed in  making  a survey,  were  obliged  to  suspend 
their  labors.  [Brussels paper. 

SPAIN. 

Madrid,  July  11. 

The  Ayuntamiento  of  Madrid  has  drawn  up  a 
memorial  to  the  queen,  praying  her  majesty  to  dis- 
miss her  present  councillors.  The  ministers  are 
doing  all  they  can  to  prevent  a manifestation  of 
public  opinion,  which  will  be  imitated  by  the  muni- 
cipalities of  all  the  great  cities  of  the  kingdom. 

It  is  reported  that  a column  of  the  army  of  reserve 
has  surprised  and  defeated  Pallillos,  at  Villacanas, 
and  taken  100  of  his  cavalry  prisoners;  but  no  of- 
ficial account  of  the  affair  has  yet  reached  the 
capital. 

The  Madrid  Gazette  publishes  a letter  from 
Cuenca,  of  the  6th,  announcing  that  the  Cure  Me- 
rino was  at  Jesa,  with  2,500  men,  marching  upon 
Santa  Cruz  de  Moza,  where  he  proposes  effecting  a 
junction  with  the  insurgents  of  Chelva. 

The  Madrid  Gazette  of  the  4th,  contains  a des- 
patch from  general  Espartero,  giving  an  account  of 
a successful  affair  he  had  had  on  the  25th  ol  June  at 
Ramales,  with  a body  of  Carlists,  whom  he  put  to 
flight,  aftercausing  them  a loss  of  120  men;  hisown 
loss  amounted  to  45  wounded. 

Narvaez  has  been  nominated  captain  general  of 
La  Mancha  and  Toledo.  He  has  had  an  advantage 
over  the  Carlists  and  taken  many  prisoners.  Expec- 
tation is  chiefly  directed  towards  Aragon  and  Va- 
lencia, where  generals  Oraa  and  San  Miguel  are 
menacing  the  stronghold  of  Cabrera.  According  to 
Saragossa  journals  of  the  10th,  Padinas  with  his  four 
battalions  entered  Daroca  on  the  7th. 

A letter  of  the  Sth  instant  from  Logrono,  publish- 
ed in  the  Constitutionnel,  states  that  the  Christino 
forces  which  are  to  besiege  Estella  will  be  com- 
manded by  general  Van  Halen,  who  has  made  seve- 
ral reconnoisances  in  the  valley  of  Solana.  The 
besieging  anny  will  consist  of  40  battalions  of  in- 
fantry, and  20  squadrons  of  cavalry.  The  Carlists 
general,  Maroto,  had  arrived  at  Estella  with  6,000 
men,  and  the  total  force  under  his  command  is  said 
to  be  15  or  17,000  strong.  A sanguinary  and  deci- 
sive affair  was  therefore  expected. 

From  the  French  frontier.  According  to  letters 
from  Bayonne,  to  the  14th  instant,  Munagorri  had 
received  permission  from  the  French  government 
to  exercise  his  men  on  the  French  territory  fora 
few  days,  and  is  then  immediately  to  cross  the  fron- 
tier with  them.  Besides  the  necessary  muskets,  he 
is  to  receive  three  howitzers;  and  Jauregui,  with 
three  English  officers,  are  to  be  added  to  the  expe- 
dition, Jauregui  commanding  it. 

The  noted  Carlist  chief,  Osina,  who  recently 
blockaded  Pampeluna,  was  killed  on  the  10th  inst. 
with  six  of  his  men,  in  an  attempt  to  intercept  a 
Christino  courier  at  Cizur,  as  we  learn  from  a 
Spanish  correspondent  of  the  Messenger. 

POLAND. 

“Polish  frontier,  July  5. 

“The  longer  stay  of  the  emperor  at  Warsaw,  his 
easiness  of  access,  and  the  gracious  reception  giv- 
en to  all  those  who  approach  him,  are  generally 
considered  as  tokens  of  good  for  the  kingdom  of 
Poland.  It  is  indeed  probable  that  not  all  their 
wishes  will  be  so  quickly  fulfilled,  which  many 
sanguine  persons  perhaps  entertained;  but  it  is  a 
great  gain  that  the  sovereign  seems  to  have  more 
confidence  in  his  Polish  subjects  than  after  the  un- 
happy catastrophe  of  1830.  This  is  said  to  be 
chiefly  owing  to  the  favorable  reports  sent  to  the 
emperor  by  the  governor  general  of  the  kingdom. 
For  the  west  of  Europe,  indeed,  Poland  is  still  a 
land  of  fable;  and  from  the  Paris  journalists  in  par- 
ticular, a real  mine,  which  they  work  to  furnish 
their  readers  with  piquant  anecdotes.  The  empe- 
ror’s visit  to  Warsaw  will  doubtless  be  turned  to 
account  by  them  for  the  same  purpose.” 

RUSSIA  AND  THE  CIRCASSIANS. 

On  the  20th  of  May  a Russian  squadron  appear- 
ed on  the  coast  off  Mamahee,  in  Circassia,  where 
the  troops  on  board  vainly  attempted  to  effect  a 
landing.  On  the  23d,  however,  they  were  more 
successful  at  Sotshah,  and  had  time  to  throw  up 
some  fortifications  before  the  arrival  of  reinforce- 
ments to  the  small  native  corps  left  to  defend  the 
coast.  On  the  31st  of  May  a squadron  of  99  sail 
cast  anchor  in  the  bay  of  Thoapsah.and  the  adjoin- 
ing country  being  level  and  offering  no  defensible 


positions,  the  natives  were  unable  to  prevent  the 
disembarkation  ol  a division  of  about  10,000  men. 
The  Russian  general  immediately  afterwards  ad- 
dressed a proclamation  to  the  inhabitants,  offering 
them  terms,  which  they  indignantly  rejected. 

TURKEY  AND  EGYPT. 

The  Augsburg  Gazette  of  the  11th  inst.  states, 
that  the  British  ambassador  in  Vienna,  had  sent  off 
a courier  to  London  on  the  5th,  with  important  de- 
spatches relative  to  the  difference  between  the 
Porte  and  Mehemet  Ali.  It  was  believed  in  Vienna 
that  the  cabinets  of  England,  France,  and  Austria, 
had  declared  in  favor  of  the  Sultan,  and  were  de- 
termined on  adopting  coercive  measures  against 
the  pasha  of  Egypt  should  he  persist  in  his  rebel- 
lious intentions. 

Another  account  says,  it  seems  to  be  well  settled 
that  the  pacha  of  Egyyt  has  been  compelled  by  the 
European  consuls  to  abandon  his  design  of  declar- 
ing himself  independent  of  the  sultan.  A letter 
from  Constantinople,  dated  June  27,  states  that 
most  of  the  Egyptian  men  of  war  have  returned  to 
their  stations,  and  that  Mehemet  Ali  has  given  the 
most  positive  assurances  that  he  will  do  nothing  to 
displease  the  sultan.  He  has  paid  one  million  of 
piasters  on  account  of  the  arrears  of  tribute. 

“ Constantinople , June  27. 

‘ More  satisfactory  accounts  have  been  received 
from  Alexandria,  and  every  thing  assumes  a pacific 
appearance.  Most  of  the  Egyptian  tnen-of-war 
have  returned  to  their  stations,  which  may  proba- 
bly be  ascribed  to  the  declarations  of  the  foreign 
consuls,  and  the  approaching  arrival  of  an  English 
and  French  squadron,  with  which  Mehemet  Ali 
was  threatened,  if  he  did  not  remain  quiet  and  re- 
spect the  authority  of  the  Porte. 

“He  has  given  the  most  positive  assurance  that 
he  would  do  nothing  to  displease  the  sul'an.  One 
million  of  piastres  of  Mehemet  Ali’s  arrears  of 
tribute  has  been  paid.  This  money  comes  very 
seasonably;  the  garrison  here  had  received  no  pay 
for  a fortnight.  The  Sultan’s  treasury  is  quite  ex- 
hausted, and  it  seems  unaccountable,  that,  notwith- 
standing this  pecuniary  distress,  so  much  expense 
should  be  incurred  for  embassies  to  foreign  courts. 

Great  fire  at  Grand  Cairo.  The  Garde  National 
of  Marseilles,  publishes  a letter  from  Alexandria  of 
the  27th  ult.,  containing  an  account  ot  a great  fire 
at  Cairo: 

“The  fire  broke  out  on  the  evening  of  the  21st 
ult.,  at  the  Catholic  chapel,  and  immediately  com- 
municated to  the  neighboring  houses.  But  slight 
assistance  was  obtained  from  the  governor,  Kab- 
bib  Eff'endi,  and  it  is  even  said  that  the  men  sent 
by  him  to  extinguish  the  flames,  aided  rather  in 
promoting  than  in  subduing  the  conflagration  to 
enable  them  to  commitacts  of  plunder  with  greater 
facility.  The  fire  soon  spread  and  destroyed  two 
entire  streets,  one  of  w hich  formed  part  of  the 
Frank  quarter.  On  the  evening  of  the  22d  it  was 
considered  nearly  at  an  end,  when  it  suddenly  broke 
out  on  two  new  points.  The  Frank  quarter  and  the 
surrounding  neighborhood  soon  presented  one  vast 
blaze,  and  the  confusion  created  by  the  anxiety  of 
the  inhabitants  to  save  themselves  and  remove  their 
property  was  indescribable.  Several  important 
manufactories  were  destroyed.  Kabbib  Effendi,  on 
perceiving  the  serious  nature  of  the  conflagration, 
at  last  assembled  the  troops,  and  proceeded  in  per- 
son to  the  scene  of  the  disaster.  A number  of 
houses  were  immediately  sacrificed,  in  order  to 
concentrate  the  fire  on  one  point;  and  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  24th  hopes  were  entertained  that  the 
measure  would  be  attended  with  the  desired  result. 
The  calamity  had  given  rise  to  the  most  lamentable 
excesses  on  the  part,  not  only  of  the  Arabs,  but  of 
the  soldiers,  who  weie  sent  to  give  assistance  and 
preserve  order.  Hussein  Bey  had  been  invested 
with  discretionary  powers  by  Mehemet  Ali,  and 
despatched  to  Cairo,  where  it  was  hoped  that  his 
presence  w'ould  operate  as  a check  to  further  abu- 
ses. The  panic  created  among  the  European  in- 
habitants by  the  audacity  of  the  populace  and  the 
neglect  of  the  authorities,  would  seem  fully  justi- 
fied by  the  extraordinary  facts  which  were  stated. 

Amongst  the  number,  it  may  be  mentioned  that 
M.  Tidel,  the  Fiench  consul  at  Cairo,  had  demand- 
ed and  obtained  a guard  of  twenty-five  men,  and 
that  while  he  was  occupied  in  removing  the  ar- 
chives of  his  office  to  a place  of  safety  at  Bou- 
lac,  his  guards  commenced  plundering  his  house,  in 
which  occupation  he  found  them  busily  employed 
on  his  return.  Although  no  further  danger  was  ap- 
prehended, M.  Coehelet,  the  French  consul  gen- 
eral, had  applied  for  some  ships  of  war.  A cor- 
respondent of  the  Semaphore,  writing  from  Cairo, 
under  date  of  the  25th  ult.  states  that  the  fire  had 
entirely  ceased  at  ten  o’clock  on  that  morning. 

Another  letter  from  Alexandria,  of  the  same  date 
has  the  following: 
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“The  viceroy  was  astounded  at  the  news  of  this 
event;  he  could  not  believe  the  accident  had  been 
so  fatal  to  him;  and  he  suspects,  perhaps  with  rea- 
son, the  wickedness  of  his  enemies.  These  modes 
of  vengeance  are  quite  in  accordance  with  the  cus- 
toms of  Turkey;  but  still,  fires  were  not  a means 
employed  by  the  mob  of  Constantinople;  and  one 
cannot  believe  that  the  government  would  resort  to 
such  means.  Be  it  as  it  may,  the  cruel  event  which 
has  thus  struck  at  the  fortune  of  the  viceroy  can- 
not fail  to  exercise  a considerable  influence  on  his 
political  views,  and  cause  him  to  adjourn  his  plans 
of  independence.” 

Notwithstanding  this  deplorable  event,  it  does 
not  appear  from  the  letters  from  Egypt  that  any 
serious  decline  of  trade  was  anticipated.  Most  of 
the  warehoused  goods  at  Cairo  were  saved,  chiefly 
by  the  vigilance  and  energy  of  the  English  and 
French  merchants. 

Another  letter  from  Alexandria,  dated  the  27th, 
announces  that  the  fire  which  has  burst  out  at  Cairo 
has  almost  destroyed  the  whole  of  the  Frank  quar- 
ter. More  than  600  houses  have  fallen  a prey  to 
the  flames. 

A large  Egyptian  ship  of  war  had  been  destroy- 
ed at  Alexandria. 

A letter  from  St.  Petersburg,  dated  June  23,  says, 
“We  learn  from  Pekin,  where  a mission  from  the 
Greek  church  at  Russia  has  existed  from  the  time 
of  Peter  the  Great,  that  upwards  of  300,000  Chi- 
nese have  embraced  Christianity,  and  that  there  is 
every  reason  to  believe  that  all  persecution  of 
Christians  was  on  the  point  of  ceasing.  The  em- 
peror himself  is  said  to  have  studied  Christianity, 
and  to  hold  it  in  respect;  while  at  his  accession  to 
the  throne,  Christian  blood  was  frequently  made  to 
flow.  The  rigorous  laws  against  Christians  now 
exist  only  on  paper,  and  their  execution  is  intrus- 
ted to  such  mandarins  alone  as  are  favorable  to  the 
Christians. 

The  law  of  183G,  although  in  terms  applying  to 
all  Christians,  was  directed  solely  against  the  En- 
glish, of  which  political  influence  the  emperor  be- 
gan to  be  afraid.  There  are  in  China  several  vica- 
riats,  whose  chiefs  are  to  be  found  at  Pekin,  Nan- 
kin, and  Macao.  [ French  paper. 


VOYAGE  OF  THE  ROYAL  WILLIAM. 

Royal  William  steam  ship, 

New  York  harbour,  24th  July,  1838. 
To  THE  editors: 

As  the  American  public  took  so  much  interest  in 
the  success  of  the  “Sirius”  and  “Great  Western, 
showing  by  the  kind  reception  they  gave  to  the  com- 
manders of  these  vessels  how  sincerely  the  people 
of  the  United  States  were  gratified  at  the  solution 
of  the  great  problem  ol  crossing  the  Atlantic  by 
ships  propelled  by  machinery,  I am  confident  I shall 
add  still  more  to  the  public  gratification,  and  more 
particularly  to  that  of  the  scientific  portion  of  the 
population,  by  giving  a concise  statement  of  the  re- 
sult of  the  “Royal  William’s”  voyage  from  Liver- 
pool. The  ship  left  the  river  Mersey  at  6h.  30m. 
P.  M.  of  the  -5th  July,  and  arrived  at  her  anchorage 
here  at  5h.  35m.  P.  M.  of  the  24th  of  July,  being 
18  days,  23  hours  on  the  passage;  but  if  I deduct 
three  hours  and  a half,  during  which  time  her  ma- 
chinery was  stopped  for  the  purpose  of  attaching 
new  packings,  &c.  when  9 days  from  Liverpool, 
the  total  time  occupied  in  steaming  was  eighteen 
days  nineteen  hours  and  a half,  and  that  without  any 
intermission  whatever  in  working  the  machinery. 
From  pilot  to  pilot  she  was  18  days  19  hours.  The 
“Royal  William”  is  276  horse  power,  on  the  con- 
densing principle;  she  has  three  separate  circular 
boilers,  worked  at  a pressure  under  81b  the  inch; 
and  the  steam  is  economised  by  expansive  valves. 
During  the  entire  voyage  across  the  Atlantic,  the 
average  expansion  was  19  inches  of  a 66  inch  stroke, 
and  her  total  consumption  of  fuel  was  351  tons  2 
cwt  2 qrs  from  anchorage  to  anchorage,  leaving  a 
sufficient  quantity  on  board  for  600  miles  additional 
steaming,  having  still  in  her  hold  59tons7cwt.  She 
has  worked  the  whole  distance  at  an  average  of  2 
cwt  1 1 lb.  per  mile,  or  going  more  into  scientific 
detail  6 lb.  4 oz.  per  horse  power  per  hour,  a result, 
I believe,  unprecedented  at  least  in  Europe. 

Leaving  England  in  the  middle  of  summer,  it  may 
be  said  that  her  voyage  has  been  long,  and  that  her 
predecessors  did  more  than  she  has  done.  To  pre- 
vent such  an  erroneous  opinion  going  forth  to  the 
world,  I give  below  a detailed  statement  of  the  dif- 
ferent winds  she  has  encountered  on  the  passage; 
winds  as  adverse  as  any  winter  season  generally 
produces,  and  as  a proof  that  the  Atlantic  has  been 
visited  with  westerly  gales,  I beg  to  state  that  in 
latitude  42  and  longitude  61,  we  overtook  the  “Sir 
James  Kemp,”  out  58  days  from  Dundee,  and  in 
latitude  40  29,  and  longitude  68  18,  we  passed  the 
“Hibernia,”  which  vessel  left  Liverpool  on  the  27th 
of  June,  18  days  before  the  “Royal  William.”  The 


undernamed  packets  have  not  yet  reached  New 
York,  and  as  their  usual  passages  are  much  shorter 
than  that  they  are  now  on,  nothing  can  show  more 
clearly  the  adverse  weather  in  the  Atlantic  for  ves- 
sels coming  to  the  westward. 

North  America,  left  16  June 

Roscoe,  “ 24  “ 

William  C.  Nye,  “ 26  “ 

Louisville,  “ 26  “ 

Total  time  ot  the  Royal  William  between  Liver- 
pool and  New  York  18  days  and  23  hours. 

Days.  Hours. 

Winds  blew  from  N.  W.  to  S.  W.  11  11 

N.  W.  to  North  2 17 

S.  W.  to  South  2 0 

Easterly  1 17 

Calm  1 2 


18  23 

Now  as  the  course  from  Cape  Clear  to  New  York 
is  about  W.  by  N.  it  is  evident  the  “Royal  William” 
had  to  contend  against  eleven  and  a half  days  of 
opposing  winds,  that  is  to  say,  those  blowing  between 
S.  W.  and  N.  W.;  and  as  it  frequently  blew  gales, 

I trust  some  credit  will  be  given  to  a vessel  which 
has  opposed  them  so  successfully.  For  the  eleven 
days  she  had  no  opportunity  of  setting  her  fore  sail 
or  fore  top  sail.  As  a proof  of  her  capabilities  for 
speed,  it  is  only  necessary  to  give  the  result  of  the 
last  seven  days  she  was  at  sea,  during  part  of  which 
time  she  had  56  hours  of  head  winds — 

Noon  ending  the  18th  July, — 206  miles, 

19th  “ 240  “ 

20th  “ 182  “ 

21st  “ 179  “ 

22d  “ 230  “ 

23d  “ 238  “ 

24th  “ 239  “ 

Total  in  seven  days,  1,514  miles. 

The  above  are  by  observations — by  dead  reckon- 
ing she  ran  257  miles  on  the  19th  July,  257  miles 
on  the  23d. 

The  “Royal  William”  is  fitted  up  with  water  tight 
bulkheads,  which  by  dividing  the  hull  into  five  com- 
partments renders  it  perfectly  safe  under  almost  any 
circumstances;  certainly  from  collision  or  fire:  this 
plan  of  dividing  the  vessel  into  sections,  was  origi- 
nally adopted  by  Mr.  C.  W.  Williams  of  Liverpool, 
to  whom  the  public  are  indebted  for  so  great  a means 
of  preservation  to  human  life,  and  which  has  gain- 
ed him  in  England  the  applause  of  the  public  at 
large.  The  “Royal  William”  belongs  to  the  City 
of  Dublin  Company  established  in  1824  to  run  steam- 
ers between  Liverpool,  Dublin,  and  Belfast.  They 
have  a fleet  of  17  vessels  employed  in  the  Irish 
channel  which  make  annually  above  1,000  voyages, 
and  from  the  peculiar  care  used  in  their  construc- 
tion, and  from  almost  daily  inspection,  not  an  acci- 
dent has  occurred  to  endanger  life  during  a period 
of  14  years. 

The  experience  acquired  by  the  managing  direc- 
tors has  led  parties  in  the  United  Kingdom  to  solicit 
their  assistance  in  the  formation  of  a company  to 
run  steamers  of  a large  class  between  Liverpool 
and  New  York;  and  in  consequence  of  that  assis- 
tance being  afforded,  progress  has  been  made.  Sub- 
scribers have  come  forward,  and  two  vessels  of  1,250 
tons  and  420  horse  power  each  are  now  in  course  of 
construction,  to  be  followed  by  others  as  numerous 
as  the  wants  of  the  station  will  ultimately  require. 

I am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  C.  SHAW,  marine  manager. 


THE  FUNERAL  OF  THE  LATE  COMMO- 
DORE JOHN  RODGERS. 

From  the  Philadelphia  Inquirer,  August  4. 

The  mortal  remains  of  this  distinguished  officer 
of  our  navy,  were  interred  yesterday  evening,  in 
Christ  church  burial  ground,  at  the  corner  of  Fifth 
and  Arch  streets.  The  occasion  was  a solemn  one, 
and  respect  for  the  memory  of  the  deceased,  and  a 
due  sense  of  the  virtues  both  of  his  public  and  pri- 
vate character,  attracted  a concourse  of  many  thou- 
sands of  our  citizens  to  the  place  of  interment, 
which  large  cemetery,  as  well  as  the  adjacent  streets, 
were  thronged  with  people,  amongst  whom  the 
most  pertect  order  and  decorum  prevailed. 

In  compliance  with  the  naval  order  of  commodore 
Charles  Stewart,  commanding  officer  of  the  Phila- 
delphia station,  all  the  officers  of  the  navy  at  pre- 
sent in  the  city,  together  with  several  officers  of  the 
army  and  a numerous  company  of  the  immediate 
friends  of  the  deceased,  assembled  at  the  house  of 
commodore  Biddle,  No.  260  Walnutstreet,  whither 
the  body  had  been  removed  from  the  U.  S.  naval 
asylum. 

The  first  brigade  of  the  Pennsylvania  militia, 
under  the  command  of  general  Provost,  who  officiat- 
ed in  the  absence  of  general  Patterson,  also  assem- 
bled on  Walnut  street,  for  the  purpose  of  assisting 


in  the  solemnity,  where  they  were  met  by  the  fine 
corps  of  U.  S.  marines,  from  the  navy  yard. 

Shortly  after  six  o’clock,  the  procession  moved 
towards  the  burial  ground,  the  body  being  conveyed 
in  a hearse,  and  covered  with  the  star  spangled 
banner  for  a pali. 

When  the  coffin  was  removed,  and  taken  into  the 
burial  ground,  the  national  flag  was  supported  by 
six  pall  bears,  all  of  them  being  distinguished  offi- 
cers. Among  them  we  observed  commodore  Stew- 
art, commodore  Biddle,  captain  Shubrick,  major 
H.  Bache  and  captain  Thornton,  all  in  full  uniform. 
The  body  was  borne  by  veteran  sailors  of  the  U.  S. 
navy.  These  were  followed  by  a large  number  of 
officers,  both  of  the  navy  and  army,  but  particular- 
ly of  the  former  service;  amongst  them,  lieut.  W. 
McKane,  Dr.  Morgan,  Mr.  Purser  Stockton,  lieu- 
tenants Mercer  and  Bynum,  Dr.  T. Dillard,  &c.&c. 
Citizens  two  and  two;  and  the  first  brigade  of  the 
P.  M.  with  their  flags  muffled  in  crape. 

■The  military  made  an  imposing  appearance;  and 
the  mournful  cortege,  which  extended  several 
squares  in  length,  marching  to  the  slow  music  of 
the  German  Washington  Guards’  band,  was  remark- 
ably solemn  and  impressive. 

Having  arrived  at  the  Arch  street  gate  of  the  ce- 
metery, the  military  formed  in  line,  and  preserved 
a clear  passage  for  the  mourners  and  attendants; 
and  as  the  procession  entered  upon  the  ground,  the 
rev.  Dr.  Tying  commenced  the  beautiful  and  affect- 
ing burial  service  of  the  Episcopal  church,  by  read- 
ing “I  am  the  resurrection  and  the  life,  saith  the 
Lord,”  &c. 

After  the  entire  burial  service  had  been  read,  and 
the  body  lowered  into  the  grave — the  marines  fired 
the  customary  farewell  salute  of  three  vollies.  The 
military,  friends  and  attendants  then  retired,  and 
the  thousand  assembled  dispersed,  doubtless  bearing 
with  them  to  their  homes,  an  honorable  recollection 
of  the  services  w hich  the  deceased  had  rendered  to 
his  country,  and  a proper  sense  of  the  fleeting  and 
transitory  nature  of  this  mortal  state  of  existence. 

Our  hope  and  trust  is  that  the  distinguished  de- 
ceased, has  put  off  this  early  corruption  for  a hap- 
py and  glorious  immortality. 

We  find  the  following  interesting  sketch  of  the 
life  of  the  deceased  in  the  “Intelligencer.” 

Commodore  John  Rodgers  entered  the  navy  as  a 
lieutenant  in  the  year  1798.  He  w as  1st  lieutenant 
of  the  Constellation  in  the  action  with  the  Insur- 
gente  which  resulted  in  her  capture.  His  zeal  in 
performing  his  duty  on  this  occasion,  and  comply- 
ing strictly  with  the  orders  of  his  commander, 
(Commander  Truxton,)  was,  in  commodore  T’s 
language,  “not  to  be  surpassed.”  After  the  action 
the  command  of  the  Insurgente  was  conferred  upon 
him. 

With  midshipman,  D.  Porter  (the  present  com- 
modore) and  11  men,  he  took  possession  of  the 
prize,  and  commenced  moving  her  crew  to  the 
Constellation;  but  before  this  could  be  done  the 
ships  were  separated  in  a heavy  gale  of  wind,  and 
173  prisoners  were  left  on  board  to  be  guarded  by 
lieutenant  Rodgers  and  his  handful  of  men,  whose 
situation  was  rendered  peculiarly  perilous  by  the  cir- 
cumstances of  there  being  no  handcuffs  or  shackles 
on  board  to  secure  the  prisoners  who  manifest- 
ed a disposition  to  retake  the  prize.  The  energy 
of  lieutenant  Rodgers,  assisted  by  the  gallant  mid- 
shipman Porter,  conducted  the  prize  safely  into  St. 
Kitts. 

Returning  to  the  United  States,  lieutenant 
Rodgers  was  commissioned  a captain  in  the  navy, 
in  consideration  of  his  highly  meritorious  conduct 
and  known  qualifications.  He  was  appointed  to 
command  the  sloop  of  war  Maryland,  in  which  ves- 
sel he  cruised  in  ihe  West  Indies  for  many  months, 
rendering  important  services.  In  1801,  he  sailed 
in  the  Maryland,  for  France,  with  Mr.  Dawson, 
sent  as  a diplomatic  messenger  to  that  court. 

In  1802,  he  was  appointed  to  the  command  of 
the  John  Adams — attached  to  the  Mediterranean 
squadron — destroyed  the  Meshonda  of  22  guns, 
“Ihe  largest  ciuiser  belonging  to  Tripoli,”  and  per- 
formed other  valuable  services. 

In  1804,  he  was  appointed  to  the  frigate  Congress, 
and  proceeded  to  the  Mediterranean  as  a part  of  a 
squadron  of  vessels,  under  the  command  of  com- 
modore Samuel  Barron,  sent  thither  against  Tripoli. 

From  commodore  Barron’s  extreme  ill" health,  he 
resigned  the  command  of  the  squadron  in  May, 
1805,  ^commodore  Rodgers,  whose  decisive  con- 
conduct  soon  disposed  the  Bashaw  of  Tripoli, 
to  make  peace  with  us,  and  in  less  than  two  months 
after  the  command  devolved  upon  him,  a treaty  of 
peace  was  concluded  with  that  power,  on  terms 
dictated  by  him  and  colonel  Lear. 

In  1812,  the  command  of  a squadron  was  given 
to  him.  He  dashed  into  the  European  seas,  made 
a number  of  captures,  most  of  which  he,  from  ne- 
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cessity,  destroyed,  returning  triumphant  after  an 
absence  of  more  than  three  months.  At  the  time 
he  sailed,  a number  of  the  enemy’s  vessels  were 
on  our  coast,  greatly  exceeding  the  commodore’s 
squadron  in  force.  These  he  successfully  evaded, 
and  by  drawing  them  off  in  pursuit  of  him, enabled 
a great  number  of  our  merchant  vessels,  with 
valuable  cargoes,  to  return  in  safety  to  our  ports. 
One  of  the  effects  of  this  cruise  was  to  save  mil- 
lions to  our  merchants  and  to  our  government. 

When  the  British  army  inarched  upon  Baltimore, 
commodore  Rodgers  acted  a distinguished  part  in 
the  defence  of  that  city.  Many  believe  that  Balti- 
more would  have  been  surrendered  but  for  the  sea- 
sonable aid  of  the  force  under  his  command. 

After  the  war,  he  was  appointed  commissioner 
of  the  navy,  and  presided  over  that  board  for  seve- 
ral years.  He  was  mainly  instrumental  in  making 
regulations  which  have  conduced  to  the  economy 
of  the  naval  service.  He  was  ofFered  the  appoint- 
ment of  secretary  of  the  navy,  but  declined  it. — 
Having  acted  as  president  of  the  board  of  navy- 
commissioners  about  ten  years  ago,  the  president 
invited  him  to  take  command  of  the  Mediterranean 
squadron,  mentioning  considerations,  inducing  him 
to  do  so,  highly  honorable  to  the  commodore.  He 
accepted,  and  his  flag  was  hoisted  on  board  the 
North  Carolina  ship  of  the  line,  of  which  D.  T. 
Patterson,  esq.  was  appointed  captain.  He  cruised  in 
the  Mediterranean  seas  nearly  three  years.  He 
had  much  intercourse  with  the  commanders  of 
other  naval  powers,  and  was  held  by  them  in  high 
estimation.  The  ship  was  particularly  distinguish- 
ed for  her  fine  condition  at  all  times,  and  the  high 
state  of  discipline  maintained  on  board.  The  com- 
modore, his  accomplished  captain,  and  this  noble 
specimen  of  American  naval  architecture,  were 
objects  of  universal  admiration.  Returning  to  the 
United  States,  he  was  again  appointed  president  of 
the  board  of  the  navy  commissioners,  and  continu- 
ed to  discharge,  with  great  fidelity  and  zeal,  the 
arduous  duties  of  that  station,  till  his  constitution 
was  literally  worn  out,  and  his  mind  exhausted  in 
the  service.  He  then  retired — made  a trip  to  Eng- 
land in  the  hope  of  recovering  his  health,  and  was 
there  received  with  ihose  kind  attentions  which 
were  gratefully  remembered  till  his  last  moments. 

Of  his  personal  character,  it  may  be  added,  that, 
though  of  quick  temper,  he  was  noble  and  gene- 
rous in  his  disposition.  He  was  a patriot  in  reali- 
ty. Though  stern  in  his  appearance,  he  was  par- 
ticularly distinguished  for  his  humanity.  The  sto- 
ry of  his  noble  and  successful  exertions  to  save 
two  young  ladies  from  the  massacre  of  Cape  Fran- 
cois— his  sublime  efforts  to  save  a poor  old  negro 
woman  floating  upon  a cake  of  ire  down  the  Sus- 
quehannah,  which  were  also  crowned  with  success, 
must  be  told  as  characteristic  incidents  in  his  life, 
when  these  brief  outlines  of  his  character  shall  be 
filled  up  by  faithful  history. 


SUPREME  COURT  OF  THE  U.  STATES. 

Monday,  August  6 — 11  o’clock. 

The  hon.  R.  B.  Taney,  chief  justice,  opened  the 
August  term  of  the  supreme  court  in  pursuance  of 
the  law.  An  application  was  made  on  behalf  of 
Duncan  H.  Hennen,  for  a writ  of  mandamus,  to 
be  directed  to  the  judge  of  the  district  court  of  the 
United  States  for  the  eastern  district  of  Louisiana, 
commanding  the  said  judge  to  restore  the  petitioner 
to  the  office  of  clerk  of  said  court.  A similar  ap- 
plication was  made  for  a mandamus,  to  be  directed 
to  the  judges  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  U.  States 
for  the  eastern  district  of  Louisiana,  commanding 
them  to  restore  the  same  gentleman  to  the  office  of 
clerk  of  the  circuit  court.  The  petition  was  read 
by  Richard  S.  Coxe,  esq.,  counsel  for  petitioner,  as 
follows: 

To  the  honorable  the  chief  justice  and  associate  jus- 
tices of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  Slates. 
The  petition  of  Duncan  N.  Hennen  repectfully 
showeth: 

That  your  petitioner  was,  on  the  twenty-first 
day  of  February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  thirty-four,  duly  appointed 
clerk  of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States,  in 
and  for  the  eastern  district  of  Louisiana,  by  the 
honorable  Samuel  H.  Harper,  judge  of  the  said  dis- 
trict court;  that  a commission  was  given  to  your 
petitioner  by  the  said  district  judge  in  the  words 
and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

United  Stales  of  America,  eastern  district  of  Lou- 
isiana: 

By  virtue  of  authority  in  me  vested,  I do  hereby 
appoint  Duncan  N.  Hennen,  of  said  state,  clerk  of 
the  district  court  of  the  United  States,  in  and  for 
the  eastern  district  of  the  state  of  Louisiana.  In 
witness  whereof,  I have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and 
seal,  at  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  this  21st  day  of 
February,  A.  D.  1834. 

[l.s.]  Samuel  H.  Harper,  judge  U.S. 


That  your  petitioner  accepted  the  said  appoint- 
ment and  commission,  presented  the  commission  to 
the  said  district  court,  and  it  was  duly  recorded  on 
the  minutes  of  said  court,  on  the  same  21st  day  of 
February,  1834,  as  by  reference  to  the  said  original 
commission  now  in  the  hands  of  your  petitioner, 
and  ready  to  be  produced  when  and  where  your 
honors  may  direct  and  appoint. 

And  your  petitioner  further  shows  unto  your 
honors  that,  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of 
the  statute  in  such  case  made  and  provided,  he  took 
the  oath  of  office,  and  gave  a bond  with  sureties, 
which  bond  was  approved  by  the  said  judge  Harper, 
and  the  said  bond  was  duly  filed,  and  the  facts  of 
producing  the  commission,  taking  the  oath  of  of- 
fice, and  giving  the  said  bond,  conditioned  for  the 
faithful  performance  of  the  duties  of  said  office, 
were  all  duly  entered  on  the  minutes  of  said  court, 
on  the  same  21st  day  of  February,  1834. 

And  your  petitioner  further  shows  unto  your 
honors  that  he  entered  upon  the  duties  of  said  of- 
fice of  clerk  of  the  said  district  court  of  the  United 
States  lor  the  eastern  district  of  Louisiana,  and 
held  the  same,  and  continued  to  perform  the  duties 
thereunto  appertaining  with  diligence,  fidelity,  and 
skill,  to  the  satisfaction  of  said  district  court,  and 
of  the  parties  suitors  in  said  court;  that,  by  virtue 
of  said  appointment,  and  of  the  provisions  of  the 
statute  in  such  case  made  and  provided,  your  peti- 
tioner was  also,  lrom  the  period  of  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  State  for  the 
said  district  of  Louisiana,  in  like  manner  the  clerk 
of  said  circuit  court,  and  perfomed  all  the  duties 
appertaining  to  said  office,  and  during  the  periods 
aforesaid  your  petitioner,  in  like  manner,  received 
the  fees  and  emoluments  of  office  belonging  to 
the  same. 

And  your  petitioner  further  shows  unto  your 
honors  that  he  so  continued  to  perform  said  duties, 
and  to  receive  said  emoluments,  and  in  all  respects 
to  occupy  and  hold  said  offices,  until  on  or  about 
the  18th  day  of  May,  in  the  year  1838,  when  he 
received  a communication  from  the  honorable 
Philip  K.  Lawrence,  then  and  now'  the  judge  of  the 
said  district  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  said 
eastern  district  of  Louisiana,  in  the  words  and 
figures  following,  to  wit: 

New  Orleans,  May  18,  1838. 

Dear  Sir:  The  object  of  this  communication  is 
to  apprize  you  of  your  removal  from  the  office  of 
clerk  of  the  United  States  district  court  of  the 
eastern  district  of  Louisiana,  and  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  Mr.  John  Winthrop  in  your  place.  In 
taking  this  step,  I desire  to  he  understood  as  nei- 
ther prompted  by  any  unfriendly  disposition  to- 
wards you  personally,  nor  wishing  to  cast  the 
slightest  shade  of  censure  on  your  official  conduct; 
on  the  contrary,  whether  it  will  afford  you  any 
gratification  to  be  thus  assured  or  not,  I avail  my- 
self of  the  occasion  to  declare  to  you  that  my  most 
ardent  wishes  respecting  you  are  for  your  entire 
success  and  prosperity  through  life.  I consider  if 
due  to  myself  to  have  made  this  declaration,  and 
a sense  of  justice  to  you  demands  that  I should  do 
what  lies  in  my  power  to  repel  any  unfavorable  in- 
ferehce  which  might  be  drawn  from  your  dismissal 
from  the  office  of  clerk,  in  regard  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  duties  of  the  office  have  been  discharged 
by  you.  On  this  subject,  the  situation  in  which  1 
have  been  placed  during  the  last  two  years  and 
upwards  has  afforded  me  the  means  of  speaking 
advisedly;  and  I am  happy  in  being  able  to  testify, 
as  I now  do,  unreservedly,  that  the  business  of 
your  office,  during  that  period,  has  been  conducted 
methodically,  promptly,  skilfully,  and  uprightly. 
In  appointing  Mr.  W.  to  succeed  you,  I have  been 
purely  actuated  by  a sense  of  duty,  and  feelings  of 
kindness  towards  one  whom  I have  long  known, 
and  between  whom  and  myself  the  closest  friend- 
ship has  ever  subsisted.  I cannot  but  consider  his 
claims  to  any  benefit  in  my  power  to  confer  as  of 
a paramount  character;  and  as  his  capacity  to  fill 
the  office  in  question  cannot  be  disputed,  I feel  that 
I am  not  exercising  any  unjust  preference  in  be- 
stowing on  him  the  appointment. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  &c. 

P.  K.  LAWRENCE, 

U.  S.  judge  district  court  of  Louisiana . 

To  D.  N.  Hennen,  esq. 

And  your  petitioner  further  shows  unto  your 
honors  that  he  has  heard  and  verily  believes  that 
the  said  judge  Lawrence  did,  on  or  about  the  same 
18th  day  of  May,  1838,  execute  and  deliver  to  said 
John  Winthrop  a paper  purporting  to  be  a commis- 
sion or  appointment  as  clerk  of  said  district  court 
of  the  United  States  for  the  eastern-  district  of 
Louisiana,  and  that  the  said  Winthrop,  under  and 
by  virtue  of  the  same  claims  to  be  entitled  to  hold 
said  office,  and  does  in  fact  execute  to  a certain  ex- 
tent, the  duties  appertaining  thereto;  and  that  he  is 


recognized  by  said  judge  Law’rence  as  the  only  le- 
gal clerk  of  said  district  court,  and  as  sucli  signs 
writs  and  process,  and  receives  the  fees  and  emolu- 
ments of  said  office;  that  he  has,  by  the  direction 
and  authority  of  said  P.  K.  Lawrence,  judge  as 
aforesaid,  obtained  and  holds  possession  of  the  re- 
cords and  minutes  of  said  district  court,  and  in 
general  assumes  to  be  the  clerk  of  said  court,  and 
performs  the  duties  of  said  office;  and  that  said 
Winthrop  and  the  said  judge  exclude  and  keep  out 
your  petitioner  from  said  office  of  clerk,  and  from 
performing  the  duties  thereof,  and  from  receiving 
the  fees  and  emoluments  thereunto  belonging. 

And  your  petitioner  further  shows  unto  your 
honors,  that  on  or  about  the  21st  day  of  May,  1838, 
the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  eas- 
tern district  of  Louisiana  met  according  to  law, 
when  the  hon.  John  McKinley,  one  of  the  associate 
justices  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  said  judge  Lawrence,  took  their  seats  upon 
the  bench  as  judge  of  said  circuit  court,  and  your 
petitioner  and  said  John  Winthrop  severally  pre- 
sented themselves,  each  claiming  to  be  rightfully 
and  lawfully  the  clerk  of  said  circuit  court,  and  the 
said  matter  was  argued  by  counsel  for  each  of  said 
claimants.  The  said  judges,  however,  differed  in 
opinion  upon  the  said  question  of  right,  and,  being 
unable  to  concur  in  opinion,  neither  of  said  parties 
was  admitted  to  act  as  clerk,  or  recognized  by  the 
court  as  being  the  rightful  clerk;  and  no  business 
was  or  could  be  transacted,  and  the  court  adjourned. 
And  your  petitioner  represents  to  your  honors  that 
he  is  advised  and  verily  believes  that  he  was  le- 
gally and  in  due  form  appointed  the  clerk  of  said 
district  court,  and  by  virtue  of  said  appointment 
became  lawfully  the  clerk  of  said  circuit  court,  and 
that  he  has  never  resigned  the  said  offices,  or  been 
legally  removed  from  the  same,  or  either  of  them; 
but  that  he  is  rightfully  entitled  to  hold  and  exer- 
cise the  same,  and  to  receive  the  fees  and  emolu- 
ments to  the  same  belonging;  and  that  he  is  ille- 
gally kept  out  of  the  said  office  of  clerk  of  said  dis- 
trict court,  and  prevented  from  performing  the  du- 
ties thereof,  and  from  receiving  the  fees  and  emolu- 
ments attached  to  the  same,  by  the  illegal  acts  and 
conduct  of  the  said  Philip  K.  Lawrence,  judge  as 
aforesaid,  and  of  the  said  John  Winthrop,  claiming 
to  hold  the  said  office  by  some  pretended,  but,  as 
your  petitioner  is  advised  and  believes,  illegal 
and  void  appointment  or  commission  from  said  judge 
Lawrence.  And  your  petitioner  further  shows  that 
the  said  judges  of  the  said  circuit  court  continue  to 
differ  in  opinion  as  to  the  legal  rights  of  your  peti- 
tioner and  the  said  John  Winthrop  to  said  offices, 
so  that  no  one  does  or  can  perform  the  duties  of 
said  office  of  clerk  of  the  circuit  court,  and  that  the 
suitors  in  said  court  are  thereby  delayed,  and  the 
administration  of  justice  therein  wholly  suspended, 
and  the  appellate  jurisdiction  of  the  supreme  court 
of  the  United  States  over  the  judgments  and  de- 
crees of  the  said  circuit  court  altogether  suspended 
and  incapable  of  being  exercised:  all  which  evils 
are  remediless  at  and  by  ordinary  proceeding  before 
said  district  or  circuit  courts,  and  can  only  be  ter- 
minated and  redressed  by  the  interposition  of  this 
honorable  court  by  its  extraordinarj-  process  of 
mandamus.  Wherefore  your  petitioner  respect- 
fully prays  that  your  honors,  the  premises  consider- 
ed, will  award  the  United  States  writ  of  mandamus, 
to  be  directed  to  the  honorable  Philip  K.  Law’rence, 
judge  of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States  for 
the  eastern  district  of  Louisiana,  commanding  him 
that  he  forthwith  restore  your  petitioner  to  his  office 
of  clerk  of  said  district  court  of  the  United  States 
for  the  eastern  district  of  Louisiana. 

This  petition  having  been  read,  upon  motion  by 
Mr.  Coxe,  the  court  granted  rules  in  both  cases, 
returnable  to  the  ensuing  term  of  the  supreme 
court,  to  be  held  in  January  next,  upon  the  parties, 
to  show 'cause  why  the  writs  as  applied  for  should 
not  be  awarded — reserving  to  the  parties  the  right 
to  move  for  a rescinding  of  the  rules. 

After  transacting  some  other  business,  the  court 
adjourned  to  the  next  term.  [Nat.  Intel. 


THE  HON.  J.  K.  POLK,  OF  TENNESSEE. 

From  the  Pennsylvanian. 

We  subjoin  a correspondence  between  the  hon. 
James  K.  Polk  of  Tennessee,  the  able  speaker  of 
the  house  of  representatives,  and  a number  of  his 
democratic  friends  of  this  city,  who  were  desirous 
of  meeting  him  at  the  festive  board  for  the  purpose 
of  testifying  their  respect  for  his  private  worth  and 
distinguished  public  services.  It  will  be  seen, 
however,  that  Mr.  Polk’s  stay  in  this  city  was  so 
short  as  to  prevent  him  from  complying  with  the 
wishes  of  those  by  whom  he  was  addressed,  as  well 
as  of  the  democratic  party  generally  in  this  vicini- 
ty, who  would  have  been  highly  gratified  to  join  in 
the  proposed  testimonial  to  one  who  has  been  ever 
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firm  and  fearless  in  the  cause  of  the  people  under  j 
the  most  trying  circumstances: 

Philadelphia,  14 Ik  July,  1838. 

To  the  hon.  James  K.  Polk: 

Dear  sir:  Your  republican  friends  of  the  city 
and  county  of  Philadelphia,  having  heard  of  your 
recent  arrival  amongst  them,  are  desirous  of  avail- 
ing themselves  of  the  opportunity  to  manifest  to  you 
those  sentiments  of  esteem  and  regard,  with  which 
your  private  character  and  eminent  public  useful- 
ness have  so  deeply  inspired  them. 

Your  uniform  devotion  to  democratic  principles 
and  firm  and  consistent  support  of  the  late  and  pre- 
sent administration,  together  with  the  able  and  dig- 
nified manner  in  which  you  have  discharged  the  ar- 
duous duties  of  presiding  officer  of  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives, have  produced  an  impression  upon 
the  minds  of  your  democratic  fellow  citizens  in  this 
section  of  the  union,  which  cannot  be  effaced,  and 
which  they  would  be  extremely  gratified  to  express 
to  you  in  a body,  at  such  time  as  it  may  comport 
with  your  convenience  to  favorthem  with  a meeting. 

Be  pleased  to  accept  the  assurance  of  the  high 
consideration  with  which  we  are,  very  truly  and 
sincerely  , yours, 

Henry  Horn,  Wm.  V.  Pettit,  George  Taber, 
Bartholomew  Rees,  Jos.  H.  Nevvbold,  Pierce  But- 
ler, Christian  Kneass,  Peter  Wager,  F.  A.  Raybold, 
H.  M.  Philips,  J.  W.  Nesbitt,  Wm.  J.  Leiper,  C. 
J.  Jaclc,  H.  R.  Campbell,  George  Guier,  C.  F. 
Breuil,  J.  Page,  J.  Sidney  Jones,  Wm.  Duncan, 
Wm.  Dilvvorih,  Joseph  C.  Neal,  John  Thompson, 
Lemuel  Paynler,  Henry  Simpson,  Thomas  S.  Stew- 
art, John  Horn,  Rowlan  Perry,  F.  Stoever,  Michael 
W.  Ash,  Benjamin  Mifflin,  Robinson  R.  Moore,  R. 
A.  Patton,  W.  Bonsall,  J.  Murray  Rush,  Miles  N. 
Carpenter,  R.  T.  Moffit,  Wm.  R.  Cash,  James  H. 
Hutchinson,  Wm.  English,  Edward  M.  Meader, 
Benj.  Brewster,  E.  A.  Penniman,  Thomas  Cook, 
James  Campbell,  Geo.  F.  Lehman,  Benj.  E.  Car- 
penter, James  Eneu,  jr. 

Philadelphia,  July  14,  1838. 

Gentlemen:  I have  received  your  letter  of  this 
date,  inviting  me  to  attend  a “meeting  of  the  demo- 
cratic citizens  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadel- 
phia” “at  such  time  as  may  comport  with  my  con- 
venience.” I regret  that  the  limited  time  which  I 
can  remain  in  your  city,  will  deprive  me  of  the 
great  pleasure  which  I would  otherwise  take,  in 
meeting  that  portion  of  my  fellow  citizens  whom 
you  represent;  citizens,  who,  though  residing  in 
the  strong  hold  of  the  power  of  their  political  oppo- 
nents, have,  under  the  most  trying  circumstances, 
firmly  maintained  the  great  principles  of  democra- 
cy, which  we  profess.  Pennsylvania,  justly  re- 
garded as  the  “Key  Stone”  of  the  political  arch, 
has  more  than  once  saved  the  democracy  of  the 
union  from  overthrow,  and  is  destined,  I doubt  not, 
in  the  great  contest  of  principle  which  is  before  us, 
proudly  to  maintain  her  position  at  the  head  of  the 
democratic  states.  Under  her  lead  Ihe  democracy 
have  nothing  to  fear.  In  the  political  contest  in 
which  we  are  engaged,  the  country  is  thrown  back 
more  distinctly  upon  the  ground  occupied  by  the 
federal  and  republican  parlies  some  forty  years  ago, 
than  it  has  been  at  any  time  since  that  period. 
Party  names  have  changed,  but  (he  principles  which 
divide  us  are  essentially  the  same.  Our  political 
opponents  have  drawn  to  their  aid,  in  the  pending 
contest,  the  power  of  associated  wealth,  in  the  form 
of  privileged  banking  corporations,  and  have  made 
them  the  instruments,  as  they  are  the  natural  allies 
of  that  party  in  the  country  who  have  at  all  times, 
distrusted  the  power  and  capacity  of  the  people, 
for  self-government.  These  corporations  are  now 
with  a few  exceptions,  notoriously  inclose  political 
alliance  with  the  “prostrate  federal  party,”  in  a 
struggle  to  resuscitate  and  again  fasten  upon  the 
country,  the  exploded  doctrines  of  that  party.  A 
self  constituted  and  dangerous  political  power,  un- 
known to  the  constitution  and  laws,  not  chosen  by 
the  people  and  not  responsible  to  them,  has  arisen 
in  the  country,  and  in  the  hands  of  the  party  oppos- 
ed to  the  democracy,  claiming  the  right  not  only  to 
violate  all  law  and  disregard  all  engagements,  but 
arrogantly  assuming  to  control  the  action  of  the  go- 
vernment, and  to  dictate  public  policy.  The  coun- 
try has  to  choose  between  the  government  of  this 
self-constituted,  dangerous  and  irresponsible  power, 
and  the  regular  government  of  the  constituted  au- 
thorities, chosen  by  the  people  and  responsible  to 
them.  In  such  a contest  the  course  of  the  demo- 
cracy is  a plain  one.  It  is  a bold,  fearless  and  un- 
yielding adherence  to  principle.  There  can  be  no 
middle  or  “conservative”  ground.  There  can  be 
no  compromise  when  principles  are  involved. 

Regretting  that  I cannot  meet  my  “republican 
friends”  “in  a body,”  during  my  short  visit  to  your 
city,  I have  to  thank  you  for  the  kind  terms  in 


w'hich  you  have  been  pleased  to  refer  to  my  public 
course  and  services:  and  have  the  honor  to  be,  with 
sentiments  of  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 

To  Messrs.  Henry  Horn,  Wm.  V.  Pettit,  George 
Taber,  Bartholomew  Bees,  Joseph  H.  Newbold, 
Pierce  Butler,  Michael  W.  Ash,  and  others. 


THE  CROPS  OF  EUROPE  AND  THE 
UNITED  STATES. 

The  New  York  Express  has  the  following  ad- 
vices touching  the  European  grain  market,  derived 
from  its  London  correspondent. 

London,  July  4.  We  have  nearly  got  over  our 
fright  about  our  crops,  the  fine  weather  till  to-day 
having  quieted  the  anxiety.  In  Scotland  the  har- 
vest will  be  very  late.  There  is  a great  complaint 
of  thinness  in  the  largest  wheat  growing  counties. 
We  shall  not  have  a great  crop,  but  if  the  weather 
continues  favorable,  we  shall  not  have  a bad  crop. 

The  news  from  the  United  States  of  the  prospects 
for  favorable  crops  has  prevented  the  otherwise  de- 
cided advance  that  would  have  taken  place  in  our 
wheat  market.  If  you  have  no  call  for  the  surplus 
wheat  of  the  Baltic,  that  surplus  will  more  readily 
come  here.  In  Ireland  our  prospects  are  best  for  a 
good  crop. 

We  have  advices  from  St.  Petersburg  of  the  17th 
ult.;  Kubanka  wheat  was  offering  for  delivery  in 
August  at  25ro.  per  chetwert,  with  5ro.  down,  which 
at  the  exchange  of  10  5-8  would  bring  the  price  per 
imperial  qr.  or  free  on  board  34s.  The  accounts 
from  the  interior  were  by  no  means  favorable,  the 
crops  of  all  kinds  of  grain  suffering  from  dry  hot 
weather. 

From  Konigsberg  we  have  letters  of  the  21st 
ult.  The  holders  of  wheat  continued  to  ask  high 
prices;  the  accounls  respecting  the  growing  crop 
were  still  unfavorable,  both  in  Prussia  and  Poland; 
high  mixed  qualities  were  held  at  39s.  to  40s.  mixed 
at  35s.  to  36s.,  and  red  qualities  at  from  32s.  to  34s. 
per  qr.  Rye  was  also  held  at  higher  rates,  and 
the  best  kinds  could  not  be  obtained  below  22s. 
per  qr. 

Our  Danzic  letters  reach  us  on  the  22d  June,  on 
the  17th  of  the  month  the  weather  had  become 
more  genial,  with  refreshing  showers  of  rain,  which 
had  continued  up  to  the  22d;  this  auspicious  change 
it  was  hoped  would  still  be  in  time  to  benefit  the 
crops,  and  in  some  measure  to  repair  the  damage 
done  by  the  severity  of  the  winter  and  lateness  of 
the  spring.  On  the  19th,  prices  of  wheat  had  de- 
clined about  Is.  per  qr.,  but  as  the  London  mail  of 
the  15th  brought  favorable  accounts,  a renewed  de- 
mand had  been  experienced  on  22d,  and  prices  had 
fully  recovered  the  slight  depression  ; altogether 
about  360  lasts  changed  hands,  part  of  which  was 
high  mixed  of  a fine  bright  color,  which  had  ob- 
tained 47s  per  qr. 

At  Hamburg  on  the  26th  June,  wheat  was  in 
brisk  demand  and  about  3,000  qrs.  were  disposed 
of.  Red  Mecklenburg,  weighing  62  lbs.  had  made 
49s;  old  red  Brunswick,  61  lbs.  46s.  3d;  Silesian, 
60  to  60  1-2,  46s.  2d;  red  Madgeburg,  59  1-2  lbs., 
42s.  6d;  and  mixed  Polish  weighing  50  lbs.,  46s. 
per  qr.  free  on  board.  Some  business  had  also  been 
done  free  on  board  in  the  Baltic  ports,  a cargo  of 
red,  61  lbs.  Wheat  had  been  sold  at  433.  6d.  free 
on  board  in  Elbing,  and  one  of  fine  red  Holstein, 
free  on  board  at  Newstadt,  at  42s.  6d.  per  qr;  at  the 
latter  rates  there  were  more  buyers  but  no  sellers. 

There  was  a brisk  demand  for  flour,  no  sales  how- 
ever were  made,  as  there  were  no  stocks  to  meet  the 
orders,  and  the  manufacturers  refused  to  enter  into 
contracts  for  forward,  delivery  unless  buyers  were 
disposed  to  pay  prices  equivalent  to  the  value  of 
wheat. 

The  Rotterdam  market  on  the  25th  June  opened 
briskly  for  wheat,  and  in  the  beginning  of  the  day 
fine  Zealand  realized  an  advance  of  Is.  per  qr. prices 
varying  from  48s.  4d.  to  56s.  per  qr.  according  to 
quality.  Bonded  wheat  was  in  animated  demand 
forEnglish  account,  and  prices  were  2s.  per  qr.  high- 
er than  during  the  previous  week;  good  Rhine  was 
quoted  from  46s.  3d.  to  47s.  6d.  perqr.,  and  Danzic 
46s.  to  53s.  3d.  according  to  quality;  Pomeranian  of 
62  lb.  weight  could  be  had  at  from  47s.  6d.  to  4Ss. 
3d.,  and  red  Konigsberg  at  from  44s.  6d.  to  45s.  5d. 
per  qr.  all  free  on  board. 

We  gave  yesterday,  a notice  of  considerable 
length  relative  to  the  corn  market  of  London,  with 
a view  of  following  it  up  with  some  remarks  upon 
the  European  markets  and  crops,  and  the  harvests 
of  our  own  country.  The  connexion  between 
these,  is  of  course,  intimate,  and  the  subject  is  one 
of  interest  to  a majority  of  our  readers. 

We  think  ourself  warranted  in  setting  down  the 
wffleat  and  rye  crop  of  this  country  as  large,  not 
only  in  regard  to  the  general  yield,  but  also  in  re- 
ference to  the  number  of  acres  cultivated.  There 


have  been  failures  in  some  places,  and  in  some 
others  it  is_  probable  that  the  harvest  has  not  quite 
fulfilled  its  early  promise,  but  the  average  of  the 
crop  is  good,  and  the  amount  of  wheat  gathered  in 
is  very  great.  How  is  this  great  crop  to  be  made 
most  serviceable  to  the  producer,  to  the  merchant, 
and  to  the  business  of  the  country?  This  is  a ques- 
tion which  can  only  be  answered  by  a reference  to 
the  state  of  the  markets  and  grain  fields  of  Europe. 
This  is  evident,  because  there  is  a superflux  which 
must  seek  foreign  markets,  and  on  the  state  of 
supply  in  those  markets  will  depend  the  price,  and 
consequently  the  profit  or  loss,  of  those  who  send 
their  bread  stuffs  thereto. 

Let  us,  then,  spend  a fewT  moments  in  examining 
the  state  of  the  principal  market  of  grain,  and  the 
means  of  supplying  any  deficiencies  therein  beyond 
our  own  produce. 

Undoubtedly  London  must  be  looked  to  for  a 
solution  of  all  the  questions  upon  the  demand  and 
supply  of  bread  stuffs,  which  concern  the  United 
States. 

The  crop  of  1837  was  deficient  in  England  to  a 
considerable  degree,  and  to  a far  greater  extent  on 
the  continent,  say  to  the  north  of  France.  This 
stale  of  things  was  early  known;  and  as  soon  as  the 
harvest  of  1837  closed  in  England,  orders  to  pur- 
chase wheat  on  English  account  were  despatched 
to  all  the  ports  of  export  of  that  grain  on  the  Ger- 
man ocean  and  the  Baltic.  Now  it  is  known  that 
these  orders  were  being  executed  and  contracts 
made  under  them,  from  the  December  following 
until  the  middle  of  May,  1838,  about  which  time, 
say,  the  latter  end  of  May,  all  further  proceedings 
under  these  orders  were  arrested  by  the  very  consi- 
derable advance  in  prices  that  occurred  in  the  prin- 
cipal ports  of  the  continent,  in  consequence  of  the 
great  prospects  of  a failure  of  crops  in  Germany 
and  Poland. 

The  wheat  purchased  between  December,  1837, 
and  May,  1838,  was  regularly  shipped,  and  early 
before  the  first  of  June,  it  seemed  to  be  coming  into 
the  British  ports  from  all  parts  of  the  continent. 
This  sudden  influx  caused  a pause  in  the  rise  of  the 
article  in  England;  but  early  in  June  the  demand 
was  estimated  in  Liverpool,  and  large  sales  were 
made  in  one  market  day. 

Our  readers  will  recollect  that  our  information 
relative  to  the  London  markets  is  incomplete,  there 
being  a chasm  (at  least  in  our  information)  from  the 
16th  of  June  to  the  3d  of  July;  but  we  find  that  the 
weekly  average  of  the  15th  of  June  is  64s.  lid.  and 
on  the  22d  it  is  65s.  6d.  Prices,  therefore,  of  wheat 
free  for  home  use  must  advance.  Free  wheat  is 
quoted  in  Liverpool  on  the  3d  of  July,  in  the  regu- 
lar price  current,  fully  as  high  as  during  the  week 
previous,  though  the  sale  was  rather  dull.  This 
Lings  us  to  notice  the  probability  of  the  introduc- 
tion of  foreign  wheat;  and  in  order  to  form  a correct 
opinion  upon  this  subject,  especially'  as  to  the  rate 
of  duties,  it  is  necessary  to  recur  to  the  production 
of  the  former  harvest,  or  more  properly  to  the  stocks 
on  hand. 

The  stocks  remaining  with  the  farmers  can  only 
be  inferred  from  facts.  The  harvest  was,  it  is  ad- 
mitted, deficient.  The  millers  and  corn  dealers, 
however,  as  the  farmers  seemed  anxious  to  sell,  or, 
to  use  a technical  term,  seemed  to  be  free  sellers, 
purchased  only  to  supply  immediate  demands,  as 
we  gather  distinctly  from  the  quotations  and  re- 
marks in  the  price  current  from  day  to  day,  and 
they  were  in  turn  as  free  sellers  as  the  farmers— no 
wheat  was  hoarded  or  laid  up  in  speculation.  When 
Lady  day  came  (25th  March,)  and  found  the  corn 
dealers  and  millers  without  stock,  and  the  farmers 
without  their  customary  deliveries  on  that  pay  day 
date,  there  was  at  once  forced  upon  the  public  mind 
the  apprehension  of  a necessity  for  a large  import, 
and  this  apprehension  has  been  strengthened  by 
fears  of  the  deficiencies  of  the  coming  crops  in  Eng- 
land. 

We  have,  on  the  7th  of  June,  the  opinion  of  one 
of  the  most  intelligent  merchants  of  England,  versed 
in  the  corn  trade,  that  a million  of  quarters  (8,000,000 
of  bushels,)  of  corn  will  be  required  to  be  admitted, 
before,the  harvest  could  be  made  available;  and  he 
confidently  expected  that  it  would  be  admitted  at  a 
duty  of  20s.  8d.  to  24s.  8d .;  and  on  the  5th  of  July, 
the  same  gentleman  thinks  that  the  duty  will  be 
from  18s.  Sd.  to  20s.  8d.  This  implies  a reduction 
which  could  only  take  place  from  a proportionate 
advance  in  the  price  of  wheat  free  for  consumption. 

As  early  as  the  5th  of  June,  there  were  strong  ap- 
prehensions that  the  growing  crop  would  prove  con- 
siderably deficient.  The  root  had  been  killed,  and 
the  fine  w’eather,  by  promoting  the  growth  above 
ground,  showed  how  much  had  been  destroyed.  So 
extensive  and  general  had  been  this  injury,  that  on 
the  5th  of  July  the  opinion  was  entertained  that  in 
the  most  favorable  state  of  weather,  there  could  not 
be  expected  an  average  crop — and  it  is  known  that 
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England  requires  a full  average  of  her  own  and  of 
the  Irish  growth,  to  meet  her  consumption. 

We  have  above  expressed  the  opinion  that  a mil- 
lion of  quarters  of  wheat  (eight  millions  of  bushels) 
must  be  admitted  into  England  before  the  harvest. 
What  proportion  of  this  can  be  readily  obtained, 
we  are  unable  to  state  explicitly,  and  must,  for  want 
of  data,  trust  to  conjecture. 

In  London  on  the  4th  June,  the  amount  of  wheat 
in  bond  was  213,000  qrs.,  and  it  is  a fair  calculation 
to  take  the  amount  in  London  as  half  that  of  the 
whole  kingdom.  This  assumption  is  founded  on 
the  fact  that  London  is  the  great  market  both  of 
corn  and  capital — is  situated  on  the  east  side  of  the 
island,  and  is  contiguous  to  the  continent.  We  find, 
however,  on  recurrence  to  the  “Corn  Reporter-’  of 
July  the  2d,  that  the  official  return  for  the  whole 
kingdom  gives  627,233  qrs.  or  4,217,664  bushels. 
But  Holland  is  also  a competitor  with  England  for 
wheat,  and  at  Rotterdam  on  the  25th  of  June,  it  is 
remarked  that  the  duty  on  bonded  wheat  introduced 
for  home  consumption,  was  reduced  to  one  shilling, 
the  minimum  of  duty  for  wheat  admitted  for  do- 
mestic use.  This  fact  has  an  important  bearing  up- 
on the  subject,  because  it  shows  that  there  is  a scar- 
city of,  and  of  course  a demand  for,  corn  in  that 
market. 

We  have  above  referred  to  the  fact,  that  the  con- 
tinental grain  fields  were  not  promising,  and  we  may 
add,  that  the  stock  of  old  wheat,  both  in  England 
and  on  the  continent,  is  far  less  than  has  been  held 
for  many  years  previous.  Of  course,  then,  the  de- 
mand in  Holland,  as  well  as  in  England,  is  to  be 
made  upon  a reduced  stock,  and  it  would  seem  that 
English  grain  dealers  regard  the  subject  in  this 
light;  because  while  they  speak  favorably  of  the 
weather  in  relation  to  the  grain  fields,  they  at  the 
same  time  remark  that  “the  duty  on  wheat  from 
foreign  ports  is  reduced  one  shilling  per  quarter  this 
week” — a necessary  consequence,  of  course,  of  the 
rise  in  the  price  of  wheat,  and  that  rise  in  England 
shows  that  the  landed  interests  have  not  the  wheat 
wherewith  to  keep  down  the  price,  and  thus  pre- 
vent a glut  of  the  market  by  the  introduction  of 
foreign  wheat  into  England;  though  it  would  seem 
that  the  surplus  on  the  continent  is  so  small,  that  if 
any  considerable  portion  was  sent  to  England,  that 
is,  it  an  over  drain  of  the  continental  ports  were  to 
be  made,  the  prices  in  England  would  become  de- 
pressed. and  the  bonded  wheat  must  return  to  the 
ports  whence  it  came,  to  supply  the  want  caused 
by  its  own  shipment. 

The  fluctuations  in  prices  of  bonded  wheat  un- 
known. are  not  always  significant  of  quantities 
brought  to,  or  taken  out  of,  market.  Much  wheat 
is  held  on  speculation,  and  the  prices  of  that  must 
always  be  affected  by  the  money  wants  of  the  holder, 
who  will  rather  force  a portion  of  his  speculation 
upon  the  market  at  a reduced  price,  than  to  suffer 
for  want  of  the  money  invested  therein — hence  we 
repeat,  that  fluctuations  afford  no  criterion  to  jud^e 
of  the  wants  for  consumption. 

We  would  add  that  our  remarks  are  not  founded 
upon  the  supposition  of  a failure  of  the  English  and 
continental  crops — we  believe  that  both  will  be  less 
than  an  average,  and  the  want  of  stock  remaining 
over  from  last  harvest,  will  produce  the  demands 
which  we  have  anticipated;  and  as  the  continental 
crops  cannot  supply  the  demand  of  England  before 
the  harvest,  we  may  suppose  that  she  must  look 
elsewhere. 

Should  our  anticipations  prove  correct,  and  the 
demand  for  flour  in  England  and  Holland  more  than 
exhaust  the  supplies  of  the  continent,  it  will  follow 
as  a matter  of  course,  that  the  surplus  of  the  large 
harvest  of  this  country  will  go  towards  making  a 
balance  of  trade  in  our  favor,  in  different  parts  of 
the  world.  The  demand  in  England,  and  the  want 
ol  abilities  to  supply  in  the  continent,  will  leave 
open  to  our  merchants  the  West  India  and  South 
American  markets;  and  we  may  add,  that  while 
there  has  been  a diminution  of  supplies  in  Canada, 
there  has  been  a large  accession  to  the  means  of 
consumption,  so  that  the  (lour  of  the  western  part 
of  New  York  will  probably  find  a ready  market  on 
the  British  side  of  the  lake. 

From  the  view  of  circumstances  at  home  and 
abroad,  we  come  to  the  conclusion  that  a judicious 
course  on  the  part  of  our  merchant,  and  a let  us  alone 
(laissez  nous  faire)  course  on  the  part  of  the  go- 
vernment, will  with  existing  means  at  home,  and 
certain  want  abroad,  place  our  commercial  relations 
in  a most  enviable  position,  rewardingthe  producer 
for  his  toil,  and  the  merchant  for  his  enterprize  and 
risk,  of  paying  off  and  giving  to  the  government  in 
due  time  the  means  off  its  newly  created  responsi- 
bilities, while  at  the  same  time  it  sees  the  people 
enjoying  prosperity,  as  the  fruits  of  commercial  in- 
tegrity and  honest  industry. 

We  are  not  unmindful  while  we  speak  of  grain 
as  entering  into  the  means  of  our  national  prosperi- 


ty, that  there  is  a mutual  dependence  among  the 
great  staples  of  our  country,  and  that  our  foreign 
and  commercial  relations,  especially  those  with 
Great  Britain,  are  best  sustained  by  an  average  pro- 
duce and  demand  for  them  all  abroad.  [IV.  Y.  Exp. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  DUNCAN,  OF  OHIO, 

On  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  harbors,  and  in 
reply  lo  Mr.  Bond  of  Ohio,  delivered  in  the  house 
of  representatives,  Saturday  July,  7,  1838. 

Mr.  Duncan  addressed  the  committee  as  follows: 
Mr.  Chairman:  I am  happy  to  have  this  opportu- 
nity to  make  some  remarks  in  relation  to  the  finan- 
cial policy  adopted,  and  so  far  pursued,  by  this  and 
the  late  administration.  The  bill  now  tinder  con- 
sideration has  been  amended  in  the  senate,  by  stri- 
king out  the  appropriation  of  twenty  thousand  dol- 
lars for  the  improvement  of  the  Cumberland  river 
within  the  limits  of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Williams] 
says  that  this  amendment  was  made  in  a certain 
quarter  (meaning  the  senate)  for  a certain  purpose, 
(I  suppose  to  punish  the  people  of  Kentucky  for  not 
being  more  democratic,)  and  to  affect  a certain  indi- 
vidual, [Mr.  Clay.]  This  may  all  be,  if  we  are 
prepared  to  suppose  that  grave  senators  could  so  far 
forget  their  high  stations  ns  to  make  such  paltry  con- 
siderations an  object  of  action  in  the  discharge  of 
their  high  functions  and  sacred  duties.  But  I think 
we  may  find  another  reason  for  this  judicious  and 
laudable  amendment — a reason  that  has  its  founda- 
tion in  patriotism  and  economy.  Ths  howl  of  ex- 
travagant profligacy  and  bankruptcy  has  never  been 
out  of  our  ears  since  the  commencement  of  the  ses- 
sion until  this  time,  and  it  will  continue  with  the 
session.  Yes,  sir,  that  howl  has  cost  the  people 
more  money  than  would  redeem  the  treasury  notes 
now  in  circulation,  which  constitute  our  present  na- 
tional debt.  I say  it  was  a regard  for  economy,  and 
a desire  to  confine  the  appropriations  within  the 
probable  estimates  for  the  year,  that  induced  the  se- 
nate to  make  the  amendment  in  question. 

Sir,  what  base  and  sickening  inconsistency  do  we 
witness  here  every  day:  a charge  constantly  kept  up 
that  the  government  is  bankrupt,  and  the  best  pros- 
pects of  the  country  ruined,  by  a profligate  admin- 
istration; wdien  it  is  a well  known  fact,  and  the  jour- 
nals show  it,  that  every  measure  of  extravagance 
and  profligacy  is  brought  forward,  sustained,  and 
carried  through  to  a law,  by  those  who  are  opposed 
to  the  administration,  and  who  are  constantly  de- 
nouncing it  for  its  profligacy. 

It  seems,  from  the  profligate  and  reckless  course 
of  the  opposition  in  worthless  and  extravagant  ex- 
penditures, that  bankruptcy  of  the  government  is 
one  of  the  means  by  which  this  administration  is  to 
be  brought  into  disrepute  with  the  people,  and  finally 
overthrown.  Whenever  there  is  an  attempt  made 
at  reform,  it  is  denounced  as  demagogueical.  When- 
ever there  is  an  attempt  made  at  economy  and  pru- 
dence in  public  expenditures,  the  whole  pack  of  op- 
positionists who  may  have  the  most  remote  local  in- 
terest, raise  the  howl  that  this  attempt  at  economy  is 
made  for  party  purposes — to  affect  a certain  state — 
to  affect  certain  individuals— and  to  effect  certain 
purposes.  Yes,  sir,  although  economy  dwells  on  the 
lips  ot  a certain  party,  extravagance  has  its  home  in 
their  hearts.  For  the  truth  of  this  assertion,  I refer 
you  lo  the  examination  of  the  journals  of  the  last 
six  or  eight  years;  where  on  all  appropriations  made 
that  savor  of  extravagance,  there  will  be  found  a 
large  majority  of  the  names  of  those  opposed  to  this 
anu  the  last  administration  in  favor  of  such  mea- 
sures, and  filenames  of  a large  majority  ofthemein- 
bers  friendly  lo  those  administrations  will  be  found 
lo  be  recordeda  against  them. 

Sir,  I hold  up  the  journals  which  contain  the  evi- 
dences of  what  I say.  I only  ask  investigation. 
Among  the  vast  number  of  unwarrantable  appro- 
priations, which  I have  not  time  to  notice  specially, 

I ask  your  attention  to  one,  only  distinguished  from 
the  rest  by  the  size  of  the  sum.  It  is  the  appropria- 
tion made  in  the  session  of  1835  and  1836,  for  liqui- 
dating the  debt  due  from  the  District  of  Columbia 
to  Holland,  and  for  carrying  out  certain  improve- 
ments for  which  that  loan  was  made.  This  entire 
appropriation  amounted,  I think,  to  one  and  a half 
millions.  But  let  us  inquire  for  what  purposes  this 
money  was  applied.  It  was  applied  fust  to  the  con- 
struction of  a canal  through  the  suburbs  of  your  city, 
(Washington,)  which  needs  a canal  about  as  much 
as  a cart  wants  a third  wheel.  The  south  side  of  the 
south  wing  of  this  capitol  faces  the  whole  line  of  that 
canal.  It  is  in  view  of  every  one  who  looks  out  of 
one  of  the  soulh  windows.  I have  been  looking  out 
for  seven  months,  and  I have  yet  to  see  the  first  boat 
disturb  the  stillness  of  its  water.  One  is  at  a loss  to 
know  which  to  be  most  astonished  at.  the  wicked- 
ness that  conceived  such  unpardonable  folly,  or  the 
sterility  of  the  soil  through  which  the  canal  is  exca- 
vated, or  the  poverty  and  sterilily  of  the  country  for 


whose  benefit  it  is  made.  This  canal  is  of  whig 
origin.  The  next  extravagant  and  worthless  appro- 
priation of  this  money  is  for  the  construction  of  a 
turnpike  road,  made  on  the  bank  of  the  Chesapeake 
and  Ohio  Canal.  This  road  was  made  at  great  ex- 
pense, and  runs  the  extent  of  the  District.  The 
next  is  the  turnpike  road  running  parallel  with  the 
former.  I am  unable  to  draw  the  distinction  be- 
tween the  folly  involved  in  the  construction  of  each 
of  those  roads.  The  existence  of  the  one  com- 
pletely supersedes  the  necessity  of  the  other,  and 
both  of  but  little  use.  The  hill  road  seems  to  have 
been  made  to  display  the  power  of  the  federal  go- 
vernment to  prostrate  hills  and  fill  up  hollows.  I oc- 
casionally ride  out  in  the  evening  for  exercise.  My 
rides  have,  some  six  or  seven  times,  been  on  these 
roads.  I generally  go  out  the  bottom  road  and  re- 
turn the  hill  road.  I have  once  seen  a shackling 
wagon  drawn  by  two  mules  and  a jack,  (Demerara- 
team,)  so  poor  that  one  might  hang  his  hat  on  their 
hip  bones.  This  establishment  was  driven  by  a ne- 
gio  half  naked,  lame  in  one  leg  and  blind  of  one  eye. 
This,  sir,  is  a specimen  of  the  use  made  of  what  is 
called  the  bottom  turnpike  road;  but  I have  never 
seen  the  first  living  creature  on  the  hill  road  except 
the  horse  I rode.  So  much  for  the  roads — useless 
roads — I mean  those  that  have  come  under  my  ob- 
servation, which  have  been  made  by  the  people’s 
money,  and,  I undertake  to  say,  in  gross  violation  of 
their  rights,  if  not  in  violation  of  the  constitution. 

But,  sir,  the  most  profligate  and  extravagant  ap- 
propriation is  yet  to  be  presented.  It  is  the  appro- 
priation for  the  Georgetown  and  Alexandria  canal 
and  aqueduct.  This  canal  is  now  under  way.  Is 
located  on  the  bank  of  the  Potomac — a canal,  deep, 
still,  and  wide,  (being  tide  water.)  Why,  sir, 
what  will  your  people  say  when  they  learn  that 
half  a million  of  their  money  has  been  appro- 
priated for  the  construction  of  a canal  on  the  bank  of 
the  Potomac — a canal  constructed  by  the  Almighty, 
as  far  superior  to  your  pitiful  effort  as  the  majestic 
steamboat  that  rides  upon  its  bosom  is  superior  to 
the  contemptible  packet  that  floats  upon  your  canal? 
But,  sir,  for  whose  benefit  has  this  vast  appropriation 
been  made?  For  the  benefit  of  the  city  of  Alexan- 
dra. It  is  almost  incredible  with  those  who  have 
seen  Alexandria  within  the  last  three  or  four  years, 
that  such  an  appropriation  should  be  made  for  her — 
a city  that  seems  to  have  the  anger  of  God  and  the 
hand  of  ruin  upon  it — now  desolation  itself,  and 
without  the  most  remote  prospect  of  ever  surviving. 
The  almost  total  abstraction  of  trade  from  her  port, 
the  barrenness  and  poverty  of  the  soil  that  surrounds 
her,  must  ever  prevent  her  from  being  revived. 
Nothing  can  save  her  from  final  prostration  and 
ruin.  In  half  a century  from  this  time,  there  will 
hardly  be  a standing  monument  of  art  for  the  tooth 
of  time  to  operate  upon;  and  yet  it  was  for  the  bene- 
fit of  these  tottering  remains  of  a city  that  this  vast 
and  expensive  work  has  been  undertaken,  and  to 
finish  it,  must  take  much  of  the  sacred  proceeds  of 
toil  and  sweat  of  those  who  will  never  see  or  wit- 
ness the  practical  result  of  such  consummate  folly 
and  wicked  extravagance.  Sir,  you  may  draw  upon 
the  industry  of  the  people  for,  and  recover,  a suffi- 
cient amount  to  complete  this  work;  but  there  never 
will  be  commercial  motion  enough  on  it  to  prevent 
the  stagnaton  of  its  water.  The  noble  canal  which 
the  Almighty  has  made,  (the  Potomac,)  and  of 
which  yours  is  but  a contemptible  imitation,  will 
for  ever  bear  the  produce  destined  for  other  places, 
(no  toll  being  to  be  paid  on  it,  but,  like  other  di- 
vine gifts,  free.)  Your  canal  will  be  the  generator 
and  birth-place  of  reptiles,  and  the  abode  of  frogs. 

It  will  be  a putrid,  green  pool  of  pestilence;  and  its 
exhalations  will  spread  disease  and  death  over  your 
country.  These,  sir,  are  specimens  of  the  appro- 
priations that  have  emptied  your  treasury,  and  been 
part  of  the  means  that  have  made  it  necessary  for 
you  to  use  your  credit  in  the  form  of  treasury  notes, 
to  keep  the  wheels  of  government  in  motion;  and  I 
repeat  it,  that  these  profligate  appropriations  are 
made  at  the  instance,  and  carried  into  ruinous  prac- 
tice by  the  votes  of  the  very  party  who  are  con- 
stantly denouncing  this  and  the  late  administration 
for  their  extravagance  and  profligacy. 

Sir,  my  object  in  discussing  this  question  i3  not 
only  for  the  purpose  of  sustaining  the  amendment  in 
question,  and  to  sustain  the  principles  and  policy 
that  induced  it,  but  also  to  answer  and  refute  many 
of  the  propositions  and  assertions  contained  in  a 
small  pamphlet,  which  I hold  in  my  hand,  purport- 
ing to  be  a speech  delivered  by  my  colleague,  [Mr. 
Bond,  from  Ohio,]  on  a resolution  offered  some  time 
since  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  public  printing. 

In  order  to  give  his  remarks  upon  that  resolution 
some  force  with  the  democratic  party,  my  colleague 
says  that  the  gentleman  who  offered  it  acts  generally 
with  the  administration  party.  I deny  that  asser- 
tion. I deny  that  the  gentleman  from  Vts^jnia, 
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[colonel  Hopkins,]  had  acted  generally  with  the  ad- 
ministration parly;  and  I say  so  without  any  disre- 
spect to  the  gentleman,  for  he  has  a right  to  act  with 
whatever  party  he  pleases,  and  no  one  lias  a right  to 
question  his  motives.  But  fair  play  is  a jewel;  and 
my  colleague  must  represent  things  as  they  are,  not 
as  he  would  desire  to  have  them,  for  political  effect. 
Sir,  this  is  a little  pamphlet,  but  it  contains  more 
federal  poison  in  a small  wTay,  than  any  thing  I ever 
saw  of  the  kind.  It  is  a little  pamphlet,  and  its 
whole  contents  remind  me  of  minnow-catching.  I 
live  near  a river  called  the  Little  Miami,  and  into  it 
there  empties  a creek  called  Sycamore.  I fish  in 
the  river,  and  my  bo}'  catches  minnows  in  the  creek 
for  bait.  It  is  this  last  operation  that  the  contents  of 
this  little  pamphlet  remind  me  of.  It  is  a system  of 
a small  kind  of  fault-finding;  and  yet  I am  told  that 
there  is  not  a foul  stream  of  federalism  in  the  union, 
on  which  it  does  not  float.  Every  corrupt,  bought- 
up  federal  press  in  these  United  States,  I am  told, 
has  given  it  an  insertion  in  its  columns;  and  the 
mails  have  groaned  under  the  weight  of  its  multi- 
plied numbers,  by  the  franking  privilege,  ever  since 
it  made  its  appearance. 

Sir,  seeing,  on  one  occasion,  a great  number  of 
federal  members  engaged  busily  in  franking  docu- 
ments, my  curiosity  induced  me  to  walk  round 
among  them  to  inquire  what  documents  they  were 
franking  for  distribution.  I asked  one:  Mr.  Bond’s 
speech;  another:  Mr  Bond’s  speech;  another:  Mr. 
Bond’s  speech;  another:  Mr.  Bond’s  speech;  and  so 
on.  Tins  led  me  to  a perusal  of  my  colleague’s 
speech,  and  the  vast  circulation  which  was  given  to 
it,  for  political  effect,  induced  me  to  collect  some  sta- 
tistics by  which  I might  neutralize  any  poisonous 
effects  his  speech  might  have  on  the  political  atmos- 
phere. Those  statistics  I have  procured,  and  have 
them  in  my  hand,  and  will  ask  that  they  may  con- 
stitute a part  of  my  speech,  which  I design  to  write 
out  more  fully  than  time  will  now  permit  to  deliver. 

But  to  the  speech.  My  colleague  complains 
that,  within  the  last  nine  years,  there  has  been  an 
increase  of  public  officers  and  of  public  expendi- 
tures, which  he  charges  as  a fault  of  the  party  in 
power.  It  is  their  fault,  too,  I suppose,  that  with- 
in the  same  time,  two  new  states  have  been  added 
to  our  union,  and  several  millions  of  people  to  our 
population.  If  public  officers  have  been  increased, 
so  has  public  business,  and  in  a much  greater  ratio. 
As  a matter  of  course,  an  increase  of  expenditures 
must  follow.  If  this  be  an  evil,  it  can  only  be 
cured  by  stopping  the  extension  of  our  settlements, 
and  the  increase  of  our  population.  There  is  a 
large  increase  of  clerks  in  the  New  York  custom- 
house; but  the  business  there  has  been  more  than 
doubled.  There  has  been  a large  increase  of  clerks 
in  the  land  office;  but  the  business  of  that  office 
has  increased  ten-fold.  It  was  physically  impossi- 
ble that  the  president  could  sign  the  increased  num- 
ber of  land  patents,  and  yet  it  is  made  an  offence 
to  create  another  officer  for  that  purpose.  There 
has  been  some  increase  of  clerks  in  the  war  depart- 
ment; but  the  business  in  that  department  has  been 
more  than  doubled.  The  number  of  postmasters 
has  been  doubled,  and  so  has  the  number  of  post 
offices,  for  the  convenience  of  the  people. 

Would  our  new-light  bank  federal  reformers  have 
six  or  seven  thousand  post  offices  discontinued  to 
avoid  an  increase  of  executive  officers?  Do  the 
people  want  any  such  reform?  Would  they  shut 
up  the  land  offices,  because  to  keep  them  open  re- 
quires an  increase  of  officers?  Would  they  deny 
patents  to  purchasers  of  land,  because  it  takes  a 
few  additional  clerks  to  make  them  out?  Shall  the 
business  of  all  the  departments  remain  undone,  be- 
cause it  requires  more  clerks  to  do  it  as  it  increases 
with  the  growth  of  our  country?  These  would  be 
reforms  worthy  of  federal  bank  reformers!  Let  the 
business  of  the  people’s  government  remain  un- 
done, and  the  banks  will  govern  for  the  people. 

There  are  few  offices,  if  any,  in  the  country,  in 
which  the  public  business  has  not  increased  faster 
than  the  clerks  and  the  expenditure.  As  our  coun- 
try increases,  the  public  officers  and  public  expen- 
ditures must  and  will  increase.  It  is  unavoidable, 
as  every  man  knows.  It  is  as  stupid  as  wicked  to 
complain  of  the  party  in  power  on  account  of  this 
increase,  for  no  party  can  prevent  it  and  do  its  duty 
to  the  country.  The  only  inquiry  should  be,  whe- 
ther  there  are  too  many  clerks  to  do  the  public  bu- 
siness; whether  any  of  them  spend  in  idleness  the 
time  for  which  the  people  pay.  If  so,  they  should 
be  lopped  off.  But  no  such  thing  is  alleged.  It  is 
not  asserted  that  the  clerks  who  have  been  added 
have  not  enough  to  do,  or  that  the  public  business 
could  possibly  be  done  without  them. 

These  new-light  federal-bank. reformers  propose 
no  measures  to  retrench,  because  they  know  that 
no  retrenchment  can  be  made,  but  seek  only  to  fill 
the  country  with  false  impressions,  for  the  sake  of 
producing  political  results  favorable  to  the  federal- , 


bank  cause.  This  game  of  base  and  foul  lying,  to 
get  into  power,  is  as  old  as  Absalom,  the  son  of  Da- 
vid, and  older  too.  My  colleague  undertakes  to  ar- 
raign certain  members  of  the  administration  for 
having,  in  some  instances,  received  payment  for 
extra  services.  But  does  he  pretend  that  any  one 
of  them  has  received  such  compensation  in  vio- 
lation of  law?  not  at  all.  He  knows  that  the  prin- 
ciples upon  which  those  allowances  were  made  have 
been  repeatedly  adjudicated  upon  and  sanctioned 
by  the  supreme  court,  the  highest  judicial  tribunal 
in  the  country.  The  allowances,  therefore,  were  all 
lawful.  Is  the  principle  wrong?  If  gentlemen 
think  so,  why  do  they  not  bring  forth  a proposition 
making  all  such  allowances  unlawful?  If  they  were 
really  in  favor  of  a reform,  or  change  in  this  re- 
spect, should  we  not  see  them  proving  it  by  acts, 
rather  than  by  words'!  They  have  a majority  in 
this  house,  and  have  bad  during  this  seven  months’ 
session,  and  yet  they  have  made  no  attempt  at  re- 
form of  any  kind. 

.Perhaps  my  colleague  may  have  thought  the  pros- 
pect discouraging;  but  he  ought  not  to  have  stopped 
on  that  account,  he  ought  rather  to  have  followed 
the  example  of  the  gallant  colonel  Miller,  who, 
when  he  was  ordered  on  a perilous  service  on  the 
Niagara  lrontier  during  the  war  of  1812,  did  not 
say  it  was  impiacticable,  but  said  “I’ll  try,  sir;”  to 
the  commanding  general.  He  did  try,  and  he  suc- 
ceeded. The  achievement  not  only  rendered  essen- 
tial service  at  that  crisis,  but  honored  his  country’s 
arms,  and  elevated  his  own  fame.  I hope  my  col- 
league will  not  be  dismayed,  because  the  under- 
taking of  reform  of  the  abuses  of  which  he  com- 
plains is  perilous.  If  he  will  try  he  may  succeed, 
and  if  he  does,  he  w ill  render  essential  service  to 
his  country,  and  crown  himself  with  laurels  as  un- 
fading as  those  of  colonel  Miller.  But,  sir,  the  fact 
that  they  content  themselves  with  mere  clamor, 
without  attempting  to  do  any  thing  to  bring  about 
reform,  is  conclusive  that  they  do  not  believe  there 
is  any  thing  wrong  in  the  principle,  and  have  only 
one  object  in  view,  that  is  to  put  others  out  of  office 
that  they  may  get  in.  How  they  used  their  power 
over  the  public  money  while  in  office,  and  how  they 
may  be  expected  to  use  it  again,  I will  attempt  to 
show  before  I am  done. 

But  my  colleague  brings  a general  charge  against 
the  party  in  power,  who,  bv  their  representatives 
in  part  (colonel  Benton,  Mr.  Cambreleng,  and 
others)  had  promised  something  like  reform  (should 
they  get  into  power)  in  abuses  which  they  said  ex- 
isted, and  which  they  set  out  in  a report  on  that 
subject,  and  which  my  colleague  has  presented  in  a 
garbled  manner  to  the  public  attention,  through  his 
speech.  Does  my  colleague  not  know  that  many 
of  the  abuses  in  that  report  complained  of,  grew’  out 
of  the  manner  in  w hich  the  powers  that  then  exist- 
ed got  into  office,  and  the  corrupt  manner  by  which 
they  held  the  administration  of  the  government? 
The  government  fountain  being  corrupt,  all  the 
streams  that  flowed  from  it  convej’ed  abuse  and 
violation  wherever  they  reached;  and  that  by  a re- 
formation of  the  administration,  most  of  the  abuses 
that  flowed  from  it  were  dried  up;  which,  in  a great 
degree,  superceded  the  necessity  of  further  reform. 
Some  abuses  still  remained;  they  were  reformed  in 
part,  as  I will  show  you  before  I am  done.  Some 
remain  unreformed,  and  always  will,  as  they  do  in 
all  governments,  and  are  of  a nature  like  the  cho- 
lera, incurable.  Ye3,  sir,  the  people  have  made 
that  general  reformation,  by  pulling  down  an  ad- 
ministration that  had  its  origin  in  a corrupt  bar- 
gain, and  existed  in  violation  of  the  spirit  of  the 
constitution,  and  the  sacred  right  of  the  elective 
franchise. 

Here,  sir,  permit  me  to  name  some  of  the  objec- 
tions my  colleague  presents  to  the  public  against 
this  administration.  Some  of  the  practices  which 
he  denounces  as  corrupt,  and  still  existing,  notwith- 
standing the  reform  the  people  were  promised;  and 
permit  me  to  compare  these  practices,  that  he  is 
pleased  to  denounce  as  corrupt,  with  those  of  a 
similar  character,  but  a thousand  times  more  aggra- 
vating, as  practised  by  the  administration  of  Messrs. 
Clay  and  Adams,  which  is  urged  upon  us  as 
worthy  of  example,  and  entitled  to  the  confidence 
of  the  American  people,  and  soon  to  be  revived. 

My  colleague  complains  that  the  aggregate  ex- 
penses of  the  government  far  exceeds  the  expenses 
of  I he  administration  of  the  dynasty  which  he  wishes 
revived. 

That  there  is  an  additional  number  of  clerks  in 
all  the  departments,  and  consequently  an  unneces- 
sary expense  incurred  to  the  government.  Such 
is  the  character  of  his  charges  against  each  of  the 
departments  of  the  government. 

And  now,  sir,  I proceed  to  answer  the  gentleman 
on  some  of  these  charges,  and,  I trust,  I shall  be  not 
only  able  to  prove  many  of  these  destitute  of  founda- 
tion in  truth,  but  that  the  gentleman  has  withheld 


many  important  truths  in  relation  to  reforms  and 
abuses,  which  it  is  due  to  this  administration  that 
the  people  should  know. 

Sir,  there  is  very  little  difference  in  the  moral 
offence  of  withholding  the  truth,  where  it  may  be 
due  to  reputation  and  character  that  it  should  be 
told,  and  telling  that  which  is  wilf  ully  false.  The 
gentleman  constantly  (indirectly)  holds  up  to  view 
the  coalition  administration  (Adams  and  Clay)  as 
a mirror,  in  which  is  to  be  seen  a pure  administra- 
tion. I think,  sir,  we  shall  find  some  corruptions 
charged  to  this  and  the  last  administrations,  which 
will  be  found  to  have  been  practiced  w'ith  impunity 
in  that.  One  of  the  great  violations  of  economy 
and  extravagant  expenditures  of  the  administration 
of  general  Jackson,  was  sending  Mr.  Buchanan  and 
Mr.  Randolph,  severally,  as  ministers  to  Russia, 
with  a salary  of  $9,000  per  annum,  and  an  outfit  of 
$9,000;  that  each  of  them  staid  but  a year  and  a 
day,  and  then  returned.  Now,  sir,  let  us  see  if  we 
can  offset  this  “useless”  expenditure  of  general 
Jackson’s  administration  by  one  of  a similar  charac  ■ 
ter  in  the  administration  of  Messrs.  Adams  and 
Clay.  During  the  immaculate  dynasty  which  my 
colleague  desires  to  have  renewed,  no  less  than 
three  ministers  w’ere  sent  to  England,  viz:  King, 
Barbour,  and  Gallatin,  with  an  annual  salary  of 
$9,000,  and  an  outfit  of  $9,000.  This  made  27,000 
in  outfit,  besides  the  annual  salary,  which  amounted 
to  the  same.  Also,  the  son  of  Rufus  King,  who 
was  left  secretary  of  legation,  was  left  by  his  father 
as  charge  d’affaires,  who  received  an  outfit  of 
$4,500,  although  (being  there)  he  had  not  to  fit  out 
at  all. 

Then  the  account  for  money  expended  for  keep- 
ing up  our  legation  in  England,  during  that  short 
reign  of  corruption  and  bargain,  which  only  lasted 


four  years,  was — 

Outfit  for  R.  King  - - - $9,000 

“ for  A.  Gallatin  - - - 9,000 

“ for  J.  Barbour  ...  9,000 

“ for  Mr.  King’s  son,  who  never  was 

fitted  out  ...  4,500 

Salary  for  do.  ...  - 4,500 

“ “ Ministers  - - 27,000 


$63,000 

Yes,  sir,  $63,000  was  spent  during  that  administra- 
tion, to  procure  the  discharge  of  the  diplomatic  du- 
ties of  one  single  individual.  I think  this  will  off- 
set the  Russia  diplomatic  story.  My  colleague  had 
better  have  kept  that  story  in  the  dark,  as  his  re- 
form is  a kind  of  one-sided  reform.  My  colleague 
says  that  the  state  department  sent  Mr.  Early  to 
Bogota  with  despatches,  and  that  he  never  delivered 
them,  but  received  his  pay.  Well,  sir,  this  was  a 
hard  case,  and,  taken  in  the  abstract,  smacks  of 
fraud  and  improvidence.  But  what  is  the  whole 
story?  Mr.  Early  was  sent  to  Bogota  w'ith  de- 
spatches: when  on  the  way,  and  within  two  days 
of  St.  Thomas,  the  vessel  in  which  he  bad  taken 
passage  caught  fire.  There  w as  a cargo  of  powder 
on  board.  The  crew  and  passengers,  amounting  to 
nineteen  in  all,  were  instantly,  to  save  their  lives, 
compelled  to  take  to  the  boats,  two  in  number. 
They  had  left  the  vessel  but  half  an  hour  when  she 
blew  up;  and  with  her  went  the  despatches.  After 
the  lapse  of  seventy-four  hours  without  water  or 
food,  the  famished  crewreached  the  island  of  Hayti, 
from  whence  they  got  home  as  well  as  they  could. 
I believe  Mr.  Early  was  paid  the  same  as  though 
he  had  delivered  the  despatches.  Perhaps  this  was 
wrong;  but  I can  tell  you  something  worse  under 
the  coalition  administration. 

Mr.  Clay  (secretary  of  state,)  sent  Mr.  Pleasants 
to  Buenos  Ayres  with  despatches.  It  is  said  that 
he  found  the  crew  rather  unpleasant,  (he  being  a 
pleasant  man,)  being  principally  mechanics  and 
workie3,  and  not  the  white  fingered  gentry.  He 
put  the  despatches  in  the  possession  of  the  captain, 
and  he  wheeled  about  and  put  for  England,  where 
he  amused  himself  in  high  life  a time,  and  returned; 
for  which  Mr.  Clay  paid  him  nineteen  hundred  and 
forty  dollars.  Soi  think  this  will  offset  the  charge 
of  paving  Mr.  Early. 

So  far,"  I think  my  colleague  has  been  unfortu- 
nate in  his  charges,  inasmuch  as  they  have  the  ef- 
fect to  call  to  recollection  charges  against  Ihe  dy- 
nasty he  wishes  to  reinstate,  much  more  aggrava- 
ting and  pernicious.  This,  so  far,  seems  to  me  to 
beablunderon  his  part;  but  the  worst  have  to  come 
yet.  I think  his  speech  will  be  unfortunate  for  his 
party  and  his  purposes.  Another  most  important 
blunder  has  been  committed  by  my  colleague,  in 
his  “few  comments  on  the  profession  and  practice 
of  Mr.  Amos  Kendall,  late  fourth  auditor,  now  post- 
master general.”  He  quotes  from  certain  letters 
of  that  gentleman,  published  soon  after  he  came 
into  office,  showing  some  of  the  abuses  he  found  in 
office,  committed  by  my  colleague’s  political  friends, 
and  showing,  also,  that  he  had  or  would  reform 
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them,  and  affects  to  show  that  he  had  not  done  so. 
One  of  these  extracts  is  as  follows,  viz:  “The  in- 
terest of  the  country  demands  that  this  office  shall 
be  filled  with  men  of  business,  and  not  with  babbling 
politicians.”  Can  any  man  say  with  truth  that  this 
principle  was  not  carried  out?  I assert,  sir,  and 
challenge  contradiction,  that  the  fourth  auditor’s  of- 
fice, while  Mr.  Kendall  was  in  it,  was  “filled  with 
men  of  business,”  and  not  “with  babbling  po- 
liticians.” Mr.  Kendall  himself  was  “a  man  of 
business,”  and  neither  he  nor  his  clerks  ever  ne- 
glected their  public  duties  to  babble  politics  with 
any  one.  When  he  went  into  that  office,  what  did 
he  find  to  be  its  condition  under  the  dynasty  which 
my  colleague  is  laboring  to  restore?  Was  it  all  pu- 
rity, all  honesty,  all  industry?  No,  sir:  it  was  all 
rottenness,  all  idleness.  His  predecessor  was  one 
of  the  favorites  of  the  Clay  party;  and  Mr.  Kendall 
soon  discovered  that  he  had  been  guilty  of  the 
grossest  and  most  direct  frauds  on  the  treasury,  of 
which  he  was  found  guilty  by  an  unwilling  court, 
and  more  unwilling  jury,  afi>r  a tremendous  party 
struggle  to  secure  him  from  punishment.  What 
tlianks  did  Mr.  Kendall  get  from  my  colleague  and  his 
party  for  exposing  these  frauds,  and  bringing  them 
to  merited  punishment?  Why,  sir,  he  was  abused 
through  the  party  presses  as  a conspirator  and  per- 
secutor, and  while  the  prosecution  of  the  culprit 
was  in  progress,  was  night  after  night  insulted  and 
hooted  at  under  his  window.  Yes,  sir,  this  W'as  the 
mode  the  gentleman’s  party  undertook  to  prevent 
the  exposure  and  punishment  of  their  corruptions. 
This  was  the  reward  they,  then,  bestowed  on  inte- 

frity  and  fearlessness  in  office;  and  the  same  game 
as  been  kept  up  since,  down  to  the  speech  of  my 
colleague.  Now,  I ask,  was  it  no  reform  to  re- 
move a peculator  upon  the  treasury?  My  colleague 
does  not  seem  to  think  so.  Why?  It  is  because  he 
belonged  to  his  party. 

Well,  Mr.  Kendall  filled  the  fourth  auditor’s  office, 
“with  men  of  business,”  and  what  was  the  conse- 
quence? Much  of  its  business  was  one,  two,  and 
three  years  in  arrears,  and  in  about  a twelve  month, 
it  was  brought  completely  up.  Did  he  obtain  or 
ask  an}-  additional  force?  No,  sir.  After  the  busi- 
ness was  brought  up,  he  suffered  two  clerkships  to 
remain  vacant  for  a long  time,  and  one  until  he  left 
the  office,  because,  having  “men  of  business”  about 
him,  he  did  not  need  the  whole  force  which  the  law 
allowed.  Moreover,  under  the  Clay  administra- 
tion, which  my  colleague  would  restore,  the  con- 
tingent appropriation  "for  the  fourth  auditor’s  office 
was  $1,500  a year;  but  Mr.  Kendall  reduced  it  to 
$11,000,  and  one  year  asked  for  no  appropriation  at 
all,  having  enough  surplus  of  former  appropriations 
on  hand  to  meet  his  wants.  Thus  the  expenditures 
of  the  office  were  largely  reduced  by  him,  while  its 
business  was  greatly  improved.  What  credit  do 
my  colleague  and  his  friends  give  him  for  it?  They 
have  poured  on  him,  from  beginning  to  end,  a tor- 
rent of  unceasing  abuse.  On  every  new  exposure 
of  a defaulter  or  a rogue,  through  his  instrumenta- 
lity, their  abuse  has  been  redoubled;  clearly  show- 
ing that  an  honest  ar.d  fearless  public  officer  is  their 
highest  antipathy. 

While  complaining  that  the  party  in  power  have 
not  made  the  promised  reforms,  my  colleague  gives 
incontestible  evidence  of  his  sincerity  by  sneering 
at  those  which  wrere  made.  He  even  finds  grounds 
of  attack  upon  Mr.  Kendall  for  sending  to  the  post 
office,  to  be  charged  with  postage,  the  letters  and 
pamphlets  fraudulently  enclosed  to  the  fourth  audi- 
tor to  evade  the  post  office  laws,  and  for  discontinu- 
ing sundry  newspapers,  because  he  could  derive  no 
assistance  from  them  “in  settling  the  accounts  of 
the  United  States  navy.”  Yes,  sir,  in  the  reforms 
actually  made  by  Mr.  Kendall,  as  well  as  in  those 
not  made,  the  bank  attorneys,  immaculate  and  con- 
sistent men!  find  ground  of  attack!! 

When  Mr.  Kendall  went  into  the  fourth  auditor’s 
office,  the  legal  postage  on  private  letters  received 
under  cover  to  the  fourth  auditor,  was  about  a dol- 
lar a day,  or  at  the  rate  of  $365  a year,  and  on  the 
supposition  that  as  great  a number  had  gone  out 
under  his  predecessor’s  frank,  the  fraud  on  the  post 
office  revenue,  through  that  single  office,  under  the 
Clay-Adams  adminstration,  was  over  $700  a year! 
Mr.  Kendall  put  an  entire  stop  to  this  abuse,  and 
what  thanks  does  he  get  from  the  bank  stipendiaries? 
They  hate  and  abuse  him  the  worse  for  it.  But, 
says  mv  colleague,  he  franked  some  prospectuses  of 
the  Globe.  Well,  if  he  chose  to  send  them  to  his 
friends,  had  he  not  a lawful  right  to  do  so?  Did  he 
violate  any  law,  or  do  so  much  of  it  as  to  constitute 
an  abuse?  That  is  not  pretended,  nor  can  it  be  with 
truth.  But  because  he  put  a stop  to  violations  of 
the  law,  and  then  exercised  his  privilege  in  confor- 
mity with  law,  the  bank  attorneys  find  an  inconsis- 
tency in  it!  I can  tell  my  colleague,  upon  undoubt- 
ed authority,  that  Mr.  Kendall’s  course  in  that 
respect  is  not  changed;  that  he  uniformly  sends  to 


the  post  office  letters  for  others  enclosed  to  him,  to 
be  charged  with  postage,  and  sometimes  pays  it 
himself;  that  he  coveis  no  letters  w ith  his  frank,  not 
strictly  his  own;  no,  not  even  those  of  his  wife  and 
children.  What  praise  does  he  get  from  the  bank 
attorneys  for  this  scrupulous  obedience  to  the  law? 
The  highest  praise — their  unceasing  abuse. 

My  colleague  finds  a vast  inconsistency  in  Mr. 
Kendall’s  discontinuing  newspapeis  as  lourth  audi- 
tor, because  they  gave  him  no  assistance  “in  set- 
tling the  accounts  of  the  United  States  navy,”  and 
paying  for  a number  of  them  as  postmaster  general! 
Is  this  effort  to  show  inconsistency  a whit  short  of 
contemptible?  The  papers  were  not  of  use  to  him 
in  performing  his  public  duty  as  fourth  auditor,  and 
therefore  he  did  not  take  them;  they  are  of  use  to 
him  in  performing  his  duty  as  postmaster  general, 
and  therefore  he  does  not  discontinue  them.  Is 
there  any  inconsistency  in  this?  None  but  a bank 
attorney  can  make  it  out.  While  Mr.  Kendall  was 
lourth  auditor,  he  paid  all  his  newspaper  subscrip- 
tions out  of  his  own  pocket,  because  they  were  ex- 
clusively for  his  private  use;  but,  as  postmaster 
general,  it  is  essential  that  he  should  have  not  only 
the  general  but  the  local  intelligence  from  every 
quarter  of  the  country,  and  the  only  wonder  is  that 
he  pays  so  little  for  it. 

It  is  natural,  sir,  for  the  bank  attorneys  to  find 
fault  with  the  part  acted  by  Mr.  Kendall  in  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposites.  Their  client  was  destioy- 
ed  by  that  measure,  and  the  source  of  many  a good 
fee  dried  up.  But  here,  again,  Mr.  Kendall  is  fol- 
lowed by  misrepresentation.  “He  got  ten  dollars  a 
day,”  it  is  said,  “for  doing  this  injury  to  the  pub- 
lic”— meaning  the  bank.  Now,  sir,  I pronounce 
this  statement  entirely  without  foundation.  Mr. 
Kendall,  under  an  appointment  from  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury,  visited  the  cities  of  Baltimore,  Phi- 
ladelphia, New  York,  and  Boston,  to  negotiate  with 
the  banks,  and  spent  some  days  in  each  city.  He 
had  necessarily  to  see  much  company  at  the  hotels 
where  he  stopped,  and  those  who  have  had  occasion 
to  take  private  parlors,  and  have  private  tables,  at 
the  public  houses  in  those  cities,  where  they  neces- 
sarily see,  and  treat  civilly,  many  gentlemen  call- 
ing on  them,  know  that  the  actual  expense,  includ- 
ing travelling,  can  scarcely  average  less  than  ten 
dollars  a day.  Mr.  Kendall  paid  all  these  expenses 
out  of  his  own  pocket,  and  received  from  the  trea- 
sury barely  enough  to  make  himself  whole.  This 
is  the  whole  of  this  mighty  affair,  and  the  sum  re- 
ceived, all  told,  was  $316  11.  How  rich  this  man 
must  have  made  himself! 

My  colleague  follows  Mr.  Kendall  into  the  post 
office  department,  and  makes  another  mistake  at 
the  first  jump.  “The  printed  list  of  clerks  in  his 
department,”  says  he,  “exhibits  his  father-in-law, 
and  two  nephews,  with  salaries  of  $1,000,  $1,200, 
and  $1,400,”  &c.  Mr.  Kendall  has  not,  and  never 
had,  two  nephews  among  the  clerks  of  his  depart- 
ment. But  what  if  he  had  two  nephews  in  his  de- 
partment? Have  they  not  a3  good  a right  to  be 
there  as  any  body  else,  if  they  are  honest  and  com- 
petent to  the  duties  assigned  them?  If  there  be 
places  of  peculiar  trust,  is  it  wrong  that  the  head 
of  a department  should  fill  them  with  men  whose 
integrity  Be  best  knows,  although  they  may  be  his 
nephews  or  his  brothers?  When  abuses  and  frauds, 
instead  of  the  most  honest  and  honorable  discharge 
of  their  public  duties,  are  perpetrated  by  his  rela- 
tions, it  will  be  time  enough  to  censure  their  ap- 
pointment. 

Nothing  will  satisfy  these  bank  attorneys.  Ma- 
jor Barry  is  abused  for  not  keeping  every  thing 
right  in  the  post  office  department,  and  Mr.  Kendall 
is  abused  for  putting  every  thing  right.  The  com- 
mittees of  congress,  majority  and  minority,  com- 
plained of  major  Barry  for  making  extravagant 
allowances  to  Stockton  and  Stokes,  and  now  Mr. 
Kendall  is  abused  for  not  being  willing  to  pay  them 
allowances  a thousand  times  more  extravagant. 
One  of  my  w'orthy  colleagues  [Mr.  Wbiltlesey]  I 
believe  wrote  some  twenty-five  pages  in  a book, 
30,000  copies  of  w'hich  were  printed  bv  order  of  the 
house,  to  prove  that  major  Barry  had  allowed  those 
contractors  some  $100,000  more  than  they  were 
entitled  to  by  law,  and  yet  voted  for  an  act  under 
color  of  which  they  have  been  allowed  $161,000 
more  under  the  same  pretences,  and  has  stood  quiet- 
ly by  and  seen  Mr.  Kendall  compelled  to  pay  it  by 
judicial  usurpation,  if  not  something  worse.  I 
should  like  to  ask  my  honorable  colleague  [Mr. 
Whittlesey]  a question  or  two.  Did  he  not 
thoroughly  understand  this  case,  having  investiga- 
ted and  written  a long  report  about  it?  When  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Stockton  and  Stokes  was  before 
the  house,  did  he  not  offer  a long  string  of  provisos, 
which  were  adopted?  Were  not  these  provisos  so 
carefully  framed  as  not  to  touch  one  of  the  claims  in 
controversy,  and  be,  in  fact,  perfectly  nugatory?  If 
so,  what  was  the  object?  If  he  did  not  think  Stock- 


ton  and  Stokes  entitled  to  as  much  as  they  got  from 
major  Barry  by  $100,000,  why  did  he  vote  lor  a 
bill  to  give  them  more?  And  when  he  found  that 
an  enormous  sum  more  was  awarded  them,  why 
did  he  not  propose  to  repeal  the  act,  instead  of 
standing  by  and  seeing  Mr.  Kendall  compelled  to 
pay  it? 

This  case  will  illustrate  the  sincerity  and  honesty 
of  the  bank  attorneys.  For  political  effect,  they 
abused  major  Barry  for  making  allowances,  then 
voted  for  a bill  authorizing  allowances  much  more 
extravagant;  and  because  Mr.  Kendall  refused  to 
pay  still  further  allowances,  which  he  did  not  be- 
lieve authorized  even  by  that  act  they  abuse  him  for 
withholding  from  Stockton  and  Stoke3  their  just 
dues!  All  this  shows  that  they  care  not  a fig  what 
use  is  made  of  the  public  money,  andthat  theironly 
object  in  finding  lault  is,  to  impair  the  confidence 
of  the  people  in  the  administration.  They  see 
$161,000  wasted  on  Stockton  and  Stokes  with  in- 
difference, if  not  with  joy,  and  complain  that  $316 
was  allowed  Mr.  Kendall,  to  pay  his  expenses  when 
upon  public  service. 

Sir,  I have  taken  some  pains  to  ascertain  on  what 
principles  the  post  office  department  is  administered 
by  this  much-abused  man.  I understand  that  he 
went  into  it  with  a declaration  that  he  should  try 
the  experiment  of  administering  in  a stiict  confor- 
mity to  moral  principles,  and  the  law  s of  the  land; 
and,  if  convinced  of  its  impracticability,  would  hold 
it  no  longer.  It  was  the  fashion  for  officers  and 
clerks  in  the  department  to  receive  presents  from 
contractors:  and,  when  travelling,  to  ride  free  in 
their  coaches.  Believingthat,  to  say  the  least  of  it, 
these  practices  tended  to  corruption,  he  forbade  the 
reception  of  all  or  any  such  favors  from  contractors 
under  penalty  of  dismission,  and  prescribed  the 
same  rules  for  himself.  All  presents  from  contrac- 
tors he  has  declined;  and  on  every  occasion  has 
refused  to  travel  free  in  their  stages,  steamboats, 
and  cars.  Free  tickets  have  been  sent  him  from 
some  of  the  great  lines,  which  he  has  uniformly  re- 
turned. 

As  before  remarked,  this  man  does  not  cover  with 
his  frank  even  the  letters  of  his  wife  and  children, 
but  pays  the  postage  out  of  his  own  pocket;  nor 
does  he  take  stationary  from  the  department  for  his 
own  use,  much  less  for  that  of  his  family,  believing 
that  the  public  stationary  is  not  his  property,  and 
that  he  has  no  right  to  use  it  but  for  public  purposes. 
Of  this,  I have  the  most  conclusive  testimony, 
not  coming  from  himself.  When  I was  informed  of 
this  fact,  although  I was  bound  to  believe  it  myself, 
I did  not  know  that  others  would  believe  Mr.  Ken- 
dall’s honesty  was  so  scrupulous.  I therefore  ad- 
dressed the  following  note  to  his  stationer,  of 
which  this  is  a copy,  and  received  the  annexed 
answer. 

Washington  city,  D.  C.  July  1,  1838. 

Dear  Sir:  Will  you  be  so  good  as  to  inform  me 
where  the  hon.  A.  Kendall,  postmaster  general, 
procures  stationary  for  the  post  office  department? 
If  from  you,  will  you  have  the  kindness  to  inform 
me  from  whom  he  procures  his  private  stationaiy, 
such  as  he  uses  for  his  private  purposes,  and  for  the 
use  of  his  family?  If  from  you,  will  you  next  in- 
form me  whether  both  are  paid  out  of  the  public 
contingent  fund,  or  is  the  latter  paid  for  out  of  his 
private  means?  These  inquiries  are  not  made  from 
any  sinister  motives,  nor  are  their  answers  intended 
for  any  unfavorable  prejudice  to  Mr.  Kendall  or  any 
other  person. 

Your  early  attention  to  this  request  will  much 
oblige  your  friend,  A.  Duncan. 

John  T.  Sullivan,  esq. 

Washington  city,  July  1,  1838. 

Dear  Sir:  In  reply  to  your  rote  of  this  morning,  I 
would  remark,  that  I "“supply  stationary  for  the 
post  office  department,”  which  is  charged  to  that 
department,  and  paid  for  “out  of  the  public  contin- 
gent fund.”  Those  articles  are  procured  by  the 
messenger,  and  are  entered  in  a pass-book  kept  by 
him. 

I have  also  furnished  paper  and  other  articles  of 
stationary  lor  Mr.  Kendall’s  private  use.  These 
have  been  ordered  by  his  servant,  or  by  members 
of  his  family;  sent  to  his  private  residence,  and 
charged,  in  every  instance,  to  his  individual  ac- 
count. 

I remain,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

John  T.  Sullivan. 

Hon.  jS.  Duncan. 

I know  that  most  men  think  Mr.  Kendall  over- 
scrupulous,  and  too  precise  on  these  points;  but  to 
all  such  suggestions  he  replies,  that  it  is  impossible 
for  a.  man  to  err  on  that  side,  andthat  he  will  go 
out  of  office  a3  conscious  of  rectitude  as  he  came  in. 

And  has  this  man  done  nothing  for  the  public 
that  he  should  thus  be  pursued  with  never-ending 
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abuse?  Has  he  not  been  efficient  and  faithful  in 
every  public  trust?  Could  the  duties  of  fourth  au- 
ditor be  better  discharged  than  they  were  by  him? 
Did  he  not  bring  the  post  office  department  out  of 
deep  embarrassment  as  by  magic?  Has  he  not  al- 
most doubled  its  business  and  usefulness?  Has  he 
not,  with  great  skill,  sustained  its  credit  under  cir- 
cumstances which  shook  that  of  all  the  banks  in  the 
country,  and  of  most  business  men?  In  tine,  could 
that  department  be  managed  with  more  efficiency 
or  better  success? 

Sir,  it  is  for  his  virtues,  his  talents,  and  his  suc- 
cess, that  the  bank  stipendiaries  hate  him.  They 
know  he  will  not  corrupt,  and  cannot  be  corrupted. 
He  was  efficient  in  putting  down  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States;  and  he  desires  to  see  the  government 
independent  of  institutions  which, experience  proves, 
have  not  discretion  enough  to  manage  their  own 
affairs,  and,  of  course,  not  enough  to  be  trusted  with 
the  use  or  custody  of  the  public  money.  These  are 
his  real  offences.  It  is  feared  that  his  integrity,  his 
efficiency,  and  his  success  will  give  weight  to  his 
opinions  and  his  judgment;  and  every  pretext  is 
seized  on  to  assail  him.  He  has  sent  a few  pros- 
pectuses of  a newspaper  to  a few  friends;  he  has 
expressed  his  opinions  in  certain  letters  and  toasts; 
he  takes  a few  newspapers  to  see  what  complaints 
there  are  of  the  mails,  and  what  suggestions  of  im- 
provement; and  he  received  three  hundred  and  six- 
teen dollars  for  his  expenses  in  negotiating  with  the 
state  banks!  Are  these  his  only  crimes?  No,  sir. 
It  is  made  an  offence  in  him  to  have  said  that  he 
could  sustain  the  credit  of  his  department  without 
the  help  of  congress!  The  treasury  department  is 
abused  because  it  wanted  help,  and  the  post  office 
department  because  it  did  not;  as  if  to  put  it  out  of 
the  power  of  Mr.  Kendall  to  sustain  the  credit  of 
his  department,  we  have  been  throwing  extra  allow- 
ances upon  him,  and  endeavoring  to  force  upon  him, 
in  the  present  depressed  condition  of  the  revenue, 
near  500  new  mail  routes  to  be  put  in  operation. 
And  I have  seen  men  exult  here,  under  the  impres- 
sion that  they  would  thus  embarrass  him,  that  they 
had  “got  him  up  a tree  at  last.”  It  has  even  been 
said  that  he  was  already  embarrassed;  but  this  is  so 
far  from  the  truth,  that  the  most  credulous  do  not 
believe  it.  Their  “wish  is  father  to  the  thought.” 
The  committee  on  the  post  office  expenditures  con- 
tains a majority  of  opposition  men.  If  they  find 
the  department  embarrassed,  why  do  they  not  show 
the  fact?  Do  you  think,  sir,  the  matter  would  not 
be  examined  into,  and  reported  if  there  was  the 
slightest  faith  in  the  assertion?  If  it  were  so,  we 
should  soon  know  it,  and  the  exultation  of  certain 
patriotic  gentlemen  on  this  floor,  would  know 
no  bounds.  But,  sir,  scrutiny  is  invited,  and  ma- 
lignant aspersion  defied.  Instead  of  having  treed 
their  game,  gentlemen  will  find  themselves  still 
“barking  up  the  wrong  tree.” 

I cannot  help  giving  some  very  conclusive  evi- 
dences of  the  sincerity  of  the  bank  attorneys,  in 
their  attack  upon  the  administration  in  money  mat- 
ters. 

Mr.  Kendall  is  abused  for  having  received  $316 
to  refund  his  expenses,  after  performing  a journey 
on  public  business.  Now  let  us  see  what  the  bank 
men  did  while  in  power. 

Mr.  Southard  was  secretary  of  the  navy  in  1826, 
7,  8.  He  is  now,  I understand,  one  of  the  pillars 
of  the  party;  a man  whom  (hey  specially  delight  to 
honor.  He  had  a chief  clerk,  named  Hay;  he  was 
positively  forbidden  by  law  to  advance  the  public 
money  to  any  body  but  disbursing  officers  of  the 
navy,  and  persons  employed  in  the  naval  service, 
on  distant  stations;  yet,  though  thus  positively  for- 
bidden, Mr.  Southard  advanced  to  his  chief  clerk 
$800  of  the  public  money,  in  November  1826,  and 
sent  him  to  New  Orleans  to  look  alter  the  accounts 
of  a former  navy  agent.  He  did  nothing  there 
whatsoever,  but  get  $100  more  from  the  navy  agent; 
and  without  any  bills  rendered,  Mr.  Southard  allow- 
ed him  $800  for  his  expenses,  when  he  was  allow- 
ing only  $200  to  officers  of  the  navy  for  the  ex- 
penses of  the  same  journey.  Would  you  believe  it, 
sir,  after  hearing  my  colleague’s  speech?  This  man 
was  receiving  his  $2,000  salary  as  chief  clerk  dur- 
ing the  whole  period  of  his  absence.  In  what  case 
has  any  member  of  the  present  administration  so 
grossly  and  directly  violated  the  law? 

This  Mr.  Southard,  as  secretary  of  the  navy,  was 
also  commissioner  of  the  navy  pension  fund,  which 
was  vested  in  stocks.  On  the  1st  of  July,  1828, 
these  stocks  were  paid  off  to  the  amount  of  $281,- 
384  72,  and  on  the  1st  of  January,  1829,  to  the 
amount  of  $243,880  17  more.  These  were  notrein- 
vested  until  February  17th,  1829,  by  which  means 
more  than  $9,000  of  interest  was  lost.  Who  was 
using  the  money  in  the  mean  time,  is  what  I do  not 
know.  Mr.  Hay  having  written  a letter -or  two  on 
the  subject,  and  perhaps  conferred  with  the  cashier 


of  the  branch  bank  in  this  city,  made  out  an  account, 
charging  half  per  cent,  commission  for  reinvesting 
these  stocks,  and  $150,000  more  which  had  been 
reinvested  in  1825.  Mr.  Hay  was  still  Mr.  South- 
ard’s chief  clerk,  at  a salary  of  $2,000  per  year;  he 
was  cut  off  by  law  from  receiving  any  extra  com- 
pensation; the  service  rendered  was  properly  apart 
of  his  regular  duty,  and  did  not  probably  occupy 
him  two  hours;  and  yet  Mr.  Southard  allowed  him 
this  monstrous  charge  of  $3,376  32,  and  he  pocketed 
the  money.  Thus  was  this  charity  fund  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  crippled  officers  and  seamen,  and  their 
families  plundered;  yes,  sir,  plundered,  by  loss  of 
interest  through  neglect,  and  cash  actually  paid  Hay, 
in  violation  ol  law,  of  about  THIRTEEN  THOU- 
SAND DOLLARS;  and  yet  the  men  wlio  want  to 
restore  the  dynasty  who  did  this,  mouth  at  us  about 
corruption  and  abuses  vvhich  now  exist  only  in  their 
own  corrupt  hearts.  Has  any  thing  like  this  been 
done  by  the  present  administration?  No,  sir,  it  has 
put  an  end  to  the  allowances  of  commissions  in  all 
such  cases. 

Let  us  look  a little  further  at  the  pure  dynasty 
whom  the  reign  of  banks  is  to  restore. 

Upon  Mr.  Southard’s  recommendation,  Mr. 
Adams,  in  1828,  I believe,  appointed  one  Andrew 
Armstrong,  navy  agent  at  Lima,  in  Peru.  This  is 
believed  to  be  the  only  instance  on  record,  in  which 
a foreign  navy  agent  was  nominated  to  the  senate, 
that  class  of  officers  having  been  considered  special 
agents,  not  expressly  provided  for  in  the  law.*  Mr. 
Southard  then  advanced  to  Armstrong  $10,000  out 
of  the  treasury.  What  t his  was  for,  nobody  out  of 
the  secret  could  divine;  for  exchange  at  Lima  is  al- 
ways in  favor  of  the  United  States,  and  it  seemed 
ridiculous  to  send  money  to  a country  where  money 
grows.  But  a reason  has  been  discovered.  No 
sooner  was  the  money  got,  than  $2,000  of  it  was  lent 
to  Mr.  Southard’s  chief  clerk  for  two  years,  without 
interest,  and  was  never  repaid  by  him!  Whether  this 
was  the  true  reason  for  a departure  from  all  usage 
in  this  proceeding,  I know  not.  Whether  Mr.  Arm- 
strong thus  bought  his  appointment,  I know  not. 
All  I know  is  the  fact  I have  slated,  and  every  one 
must  draw  his  own  inferences. 

What  an  outcry  is  kept  up,  Mr.  Chairman,  by  the 
bank  advocates,  upon  the  false  allegation  that  the 
administration  is  seeking,  by  the  independent  trea- 
sury plan,  to  get  the  public  money  into  their  pos- 
session for  sinister  purposes?  Those  who  are  strug- 
gling to  get  the  public  money  for  private  uses,  are 
clamoring  to  the  skies  against  those  who  wish  it  kept 
by  sworn  and  bonded  officers,  subject  to  heavy  pen- 
alties, for  public  purposes  only!!  Let  us  see  what 
was  the  practice  of  these  men  when  in  power. 

When  Mr.  Southard  was  secretary  of  the  navy, 
he  converted  the  public  cannon  and  cannon-shot 
into  money  to  the  amount  of  $25,000,  and  had  the 
money  placed  to  his  own  credit  in  the  branch  bank 
in  this  city!  But,  sir,  I will  give  you  particulars. 
General  Mason,  who  has  a foundry  near  George- 
town, was  applied  to  by  some  of  the  South  Ameri- 
can authorities  for  a quantity  of  cannon;  but  he  had 
none  on  hand,  or  not  enough  to  meet  the  order.  So, 
to  enable  him  to  make  a good  speculation,  Mr. 
Southard  lent  him  a quantity  of  the  public  cannon 
and  shot,  and,  as  security  for  the  return  of  new 
guns  in  their  place,  required  him  to  deposite  $25,000, 
as  already  stated.  It  was,  I believe,  about  eighteen 
months  before  general  Mason  completed  the  de- 
liveries to  replace  these  cannon,  and  in  the  mean 
time  the  money  remained  at  Mr.  Southard’s  credit, 
unless  he  used  it,  as  it  was  in  his  power  to  do.  If 
he  did  not  use  it,  the  bank  did,  by  discounting  on  it 
as  a deposite. 

Now  I should  like  to  know  what  taw  there  was 
for  such  a transaction?  I should  like  to  know  what 
law  authorized  Mr.  Southard  to  lend  the  public 
property,  and  receive  money  into  his  own  pocket , 
(for  that  is  the  amount  of  it,)  as  security  for  its  res- 
toration? It  is  in  palpable  violation  of  all  law  and 
all  propriet}'.  But  did  file  bank  advocates  ever 
whisper  a word  of  censure  against  this  illegal  con- 
duct of  one  of  their  great  champions?  Not  a lisp, 
sir.  All  is  right  because  a bank  man  did  it!  The 
public  property  or  money  may  be  lent  out  and  used 
by  banks  and  their  peculiar  friends  with  perfect  im- 
punity; and  to  put  a stop  to  it  is  a humbug  and  a 
crime!  But  have  the  gentlemen  found  a case  like 
this,  in  which  any  member  of  the  present  adminis- 
tration lias  put  $25,000  of  the  public  money  or  pro- 
perty  into  his  pocket  for  a twelvemonth?  No,  sir, 
nothing  like  it.  If  they  could,  we  should  begin  to 
hear,  and  justly,  too,  of  impeachment  by  this  house. 
Yes,  sir,  any  public  officer  who  will  commit  such 
an  outrage,  ought  to  be  instantly  impeached. 

The  corruptions  and  abuses  of  the  Clay-hank  ad- 
ministration were  manifold  and  glaring. 

The  same  secretary  of  the  navy,  aided  the  fourth 
auditor  in  fraudulently  drawing  thousands  from  the 
treasury,  and  afterwards  attempted  to  screen  him 


from  punishment  by  withholding  important  fact?, 
when  sworn  before  a grand  jury  and  petit  jury  to 
tell  “the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the 
truth.” 

He  directed  the  fourth  auditor  to  settle  a claim  of 
Messrs.  Allen  and  Leonard  of  New  York,  which 
was  originally  about  $3,500,  as  stated  by  them- 
selves, but  had  been  increased  by  additional  charges, 
from  time  to  time,  until  it  was  swollen  to  upwards 
of  $10,000,  and,  under  the  direction  so  given,  up- 
wards of  $11,000  were  allowed,  $1,000  of  which 
were  forthwith  lent  to  the  same  fourth  auditor,  and 
never  paid! 

He  violated  the  positive  laws  of  the  land  in  mul- 
titudes of  cases,  by  causing  moneys  to  be  expended 
for  one  purpose,  when  they  were  appropriated  for 
another. 

He  made  to  congress  estimates  for  the  service  of 
the  navy  department  which  were  false,  and,  year 
after  year,  spent,  for  contingencies,  nine  to  ninety 
thousand  dollars  more  than  was  appropriated;  tak- 
ing it  out  of  other  appropriations,  in  violation  of 
law,  and  concealing  the  fact  from  congress. 

He  made  use  of  a favorite  clerk  in  the  fourth  au- 
ditors’s office,  at  a salary  of  $1,400,  as  special  agent 
to  make  certain  payments,  and  by  commissions  and 
a double  salary,  in  violation  of  law,  increased  his 
compensation  to  upwards  of  $2,000  a year  for  a 
series  of  years. 

But  the  most  obnoxious  case  remains  to  be  no- 
ticed. The  navy  agent  at  Boston  had  made  advan- 
ces on  account  of  the  government  during  the  last 
war  with  Great  Britain,  upon  which  he  claimed  in- 
terest. That  claim,  amounting  to  $7,679  64,  or 
thereabouts,  was  allowed  by  Smith  Thompson,  se- 
cretary of  the  navy,  in  1819,  and  passed  to  the 
agent’s  credit.  The  agent  went  out  of  office  in 
1826,  and  early  in  1828,  he  made  out  an  account 
for  certain  alleged  omissions  in  his  former  accounts, 
going  back  to  1812,  upon  which  he  charged  interest. 
This  claim  was  submitted  to  Mr.  Southard,  who 
wrote  thus  on  the  voucher  with  his  own  hand,  viz: 

“Let  him  be  allowed  interest  upon  the  aggregate 
advance  of  $3,899  72,  in  conformity  with  the  deci- 
sion made  by  Mr.  Secretary  Thompson  on  the  former 
accounts.  S.  L.  S.” 

8th  March,  1828. 

Accordingly  interest  was  calculated  on  the 
voucher  up  to  the  time  of  settlement  in  1819. 
This  shows  that  Mr.  Southard  knew  the  interest 
account  had  been  settled. 

Soon  afterwards,  the  late  navy  agent  trumped 
up  a new  interest  account  upon  his  war  advances, 
obviously  unfounded  and  false  in  every  particu- 
lar. This  new  claim  was  submitted  to  Mr.  South- 
ard, who  wrote  a letter  to  the  fourth  auditor,  as 
follows,  viz: 

Navy  department,  May  21,  1828. 

Sir:  Having  examined  the  claims  of  Amos  Bin- 
ney,  late  navy  agent  at  Boston,  as  far  as  the  pressure 
of  business  during  a session  of  congress  will  per- 
mit, I see  no  reason  to  doubt  the  justice  of  a claim 
on  his  part  for  losses  on  treasury  notes,  &c.  But 
I do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  authorize  the  allowance 
of  any  of  the  items,  except/or  interest  actually  paid 
by  him,  which  you  wilt  be  pleased  to  settle. 

For  the  other  claims,  he  will  be  obliged  to  ad- 
dress himself  to  congress,  where,  I do  not  doubt 
that  his  application  will  be  successful. 

I am,  respectfully,  ike. 

Sabi’l.  L.  Southard. 

T.  Watkins , esq.,  fourth  auditor. 

The  auditor  took  up  the  case,  and  passed  an 
account  allowing  upw'ards  of  THIRTY-ONE 
THOUSAND  DOLLARS  for  interest,  when  ail 
parties  concerned,  Mr.  Southard,  the  auditor,  and  the 
claimant,  KNEW  that  every  cent  of  just  claim 
for  interest  had  been  settled  and  paid  nine  years  be- 
fore! Yes,  sir,  Mr.  Southard  knew  it.  1 have  given 
an  entry  of  his  on  a voucher,  dated  8th  of  the  pre- 
ceding March,  not  three  months  prior  to  his  letter 
to  the  auditor,  conclusively  proving  that  he  knew  it!! 

But  this  is  not  all.  This  allowance  gave  Mr. 
Binney  no  ready  money.  It  all  went  as  a set  off 
against  moneys  due  from  him  to  the  government, 
leaving  him  still  in  debt  over  $9,000.  He  could 
not*  therefore,  readily  pay  his  corrupt  instrument 
in  this  and  many  other  gross  frauds  on  the  govern- 
ment. But  Mr.  Southard  was  kind  enough  to  help 
him  out.  Money  could  riot  be  legally  advanced  to 
him  out  of  the  treasury,  because  lie  was  not  a dis- 
bursing officer,  having  been  two  years  out  of  office; 
but  law,  or  want  of  law,  was  no  obstacle  in  those 
glorious  times,  which  my  colleague  thinks  are  soon 
to  be  restored.  So  Mr.  Southard  advanced  to  that 
man,  who  was  officially  reported  in  debt  to  the  go- 
vernment, about  $9,000,  the  comfortable  additional 
sum  of  $30,000  more  out  of  the  treasury!  Yes.  sir, 
having  allowed  a corrupt  claim  of  more  than  $30- 
000,  he  puts  the  recipient  of  his  bounty  in  cash  by 
advancing  him,  in  the  face  of  the  lawr,  $30,000 
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more,  to  be  covered  by  claims  equally  fraudulent 
and  corrupt;  and  it  was  afterwards  covered  by  his 
friend,  the  fourth  auditor,  and  the  government 
brought  in  debt  upwards  of  $49,000,  in  addition; 
but  the  accession  of  the  no-reform  administration 
of  general  Jackson,  prevented  the  consummation 
of  this  last  outrage. 

What  was  done  with  the  $30,000  thus  advanced 
in  cash?  I have  heard  what  became  of  a part  of  it, 
but  I cannot  prove  it.  So  far,  I have  not  spoken 
what  I believe  merely,  but  what  I can  prove.  In 
relation  to  the  men  and  things  of  that  day,  I believe 
many  things  which  I cannot  prove.  I believe  some 
$10,000  of  the  $30,000  advanced  by  Mr.  Southard, 
went  directly  to  men  in  power,  or  was  applied  to  pro- 
mote their  designs.  A charmingly  pure  adminis- 
tration that  was,  when  secretaries  put  the  public 
money  in  their  pockets,  $25,000  at  a lick,  and  dis- 
tributed it  gratuitously  to  their  favorites,  or  invest- 
ments, $30,000  at  a time!  Can  the  impudent  as- 
sailants of  the  present  administration  justly  charge 
it  with  crimes  like  these?  Yet,  they  are  zealous  to 
thrust  out  the  men  who  have  put  a stop  to  these 
corruptions,  and  restore  to  power  those  who  com- 
mitted them.  What  a fourth  auditor  got  fraudu- 
lently from  the  treasury,  secretaries  guzzled  down 
in  wines  and  meats,  and  other  luxuries  at  his  table, 
or  won  of  him  in  gaming.  The  bank  candidate 
for  the  presidency  has  been  grossly  w’ronged,  if  he 
did  not,  in  the  way  of  brag  and  other  games,  profit 
more  by  the  cur  rent  frauds  on  the  treasury,  than 
the  men  who  committed  them.  But  that  was  all 
pure  and  right,  Mr.  Speaker;  to  put  an  end  to  it  is 
no  reform,  for  which  Mr.  Van  Buren  ought  to  be 
put  out,  and  Mr.  Clay  put  in. 

And  where  now  is  the  man  who  committed,  au- 
thorized, or  winked  at,  all  these  corruptions?  Do 
you  find  any  account  of  him  in  my  colleague’s 
speech?  Not  a word,  sir.  There  is  too  much  of  a 
fellow-feeling  between  them.  Mr.  Southard,  who 
held  the  navy  department,  is  nowr  one  of  the  open- 
mouthed  foes  to  executive  corruption  and  abirse; 
but,  if  report  speaks  true,  he  profits  as  much  by 
bank  abuses,  as  he  could  have  formerly  done  by 
government  abuses.  He  is  president  of  one  of  the 
gambling  bank  concerns  of  the  day,  a particular 
adjunct  and  favorite  of  the  Biddle  bank,  at  a salary 
of  $6,000  a year!  He  holds  a public  station  which 
gives  him  $8  per  day,  and  at  the  same  time,  I am 
told,  receives  his  thousands  in  fees  for  practising  as 
a lavvyer  in  the  supreme  court.  He  is  paid  as  a 
bank  president,  a legislator,  and  a lawyer,  all  at 
t[ie  same  time,  and  of  course,  is  absent  most  of 
his  time  from  his  public  duties,  except  when  there 
is  a bank  question  on  hand.  There  is  no  abuse  or 
corruption  in  this.  To  be  under  pay  by  a bank, 
while  pretending  to  serve  the  people,  is  no  offence 
in  the  eyes  of  those  who  would  pull  down  this  ad- 
ministration. But  do  you  think,  sir,  the  people, 
when  they  understand  the  game,  will  be  content  to 
be  governed  by  bank  presidents  from  New  Jersey, 
and  bank  attorneys  from  Ohio?  The  banks  pay  bet- 
ter than  the  people.  It  is  but  a small  part  of  $6,000 
which  a member  of  congress  gets  from  the  people; 
but  the  banks  can  afford  to  pay  thumping  salaries 
and  fees,  especially  to  those  wbo  are  honest  enough 
to  represent  them  in  congress  instead  of  their  con- 
stituents. One  Henry  Clay,  who  is  looked  to  as 
the  restorer  of  the  old  order  of  things,  is  known  to 
have  received  in  fees,  from  the  bank  of  the  United 
States,  upwards  of  $17,000,  and  probably  $ 20,000 
more  from  the  branches.  What  a pure  govern- 
ment we  shall  have,  when  the  president,  heads  of 
departments,  and  a majority  of  congress,  shall  be 
presidents,  directors,  stockholders,  debtors,  and  at- 
torneys of  banks!  Should  not  the  farmers,  me- 
chanics, and  all  other  honest  men  in  the  country, 
be  required  to  lend  a hand  in  putting  down  the  pre- 
sent administration,  that  they  may  bring  about  so 
glorious  a reform? 

To  bring  suspicion  on  innocent  men  is  one  of 
the  arts  used  by  villains  to  escape  detection.  Our 
bank  orators  and  stipendiaries  practice  upon  this 
principle.  Corrupt  themselves  to  the  very  core, 
they  are  eternally  bawling  corruption  against  the 
administration,  hoping  to  gain  credence  by  their 
impudence  and  theirperseverance.  The  very  men 
who  have  practised  all  sorts  of  abuse  and  corrup- 
tions at  the  expense  of  the  people  while  in  power, 
and  are  sold,  body  and  soul,  to  banks,  great  and 
small,  are  now  spending  their  money  to  dissemi- 
nate, far  and  wide,  a certain  speech,  knowing  it  to 
be  charged  with  false  and  libellous  imputations 
from  beginning  to  end.  To  add  the  honors  of  of- 
fice, and  the  emoluments  of  government  corrup- 
tion, to  those  of  bank  corruption,  w hieh  they  now 
enjoy,  without  regard  to  honor,  justice,  decency  or 
truth,  is  the  great  end  and  aim  of  all  this  false 
clamor  and  mischievous  industry. 

Let  the  people  not  be  deceived.  Great  reform 
was  notoriously  accomplished  by  general  Jackson’s 


administration,  in  expelling  from  power  the  direct, 
profligate,  and  felonious  plunderers  of  the  treasury. 
Yet  it  is  said  there  has  been  no  reform!  and  the 
people  are  appealed  lo  to  restore  the  old  order  of 
things.  Yes,  to  restore  Southard  to  the  navy  de- 
partment, and  perchance  Watkins  to  the  fourth 
auditor’s  office,  and  Clay,  the  head  man  of  the 
whole  corrupt  gang,  not  to  the  state  department, 
but  to  the  presidency  de  jure,  as  he  once  was  pres- 
ident de facto.  And  poor  old  general  Harrison, 
having,  with  one  White,  been  used  by  them  until 
they  feel  strong,  is  to  be  laid  on  the  shelf,  and  yield 
all  honors  to  Monsieur  Brag,  the  corruptest  of  the 
corrupt.  Whether  honest  men  of  any  party  can 
be  so  deceived  as  to  relish  such  reform,  remains  to 
be  seen. 

My  colleague  has  made  an  attack  on  the  war 
department,  and  because  there  is  an  increase  of 
clerks  and  expenditures  consequent  upon  the  in- 
crease of  business  and  unavoidable  duties  to  more 
than  double  of  what  they  were  in  the  times  of  the 
economical  administration  ot  Messrs.  Adams  and 
Clay,  and  has  attempted  to  impress  the  public 
mind  that  extravagance  and  profligacy  mark  this 
department  with  the  rest,  and  that  reform  promised 
has  been  neglected  in  relation  to  this  department. 

To  ascertain  the  facts,  I called  upon  Mr.  Poin- 
sett, the  secretary  of  war,  and  presented  him  a 
copy  of  my  colleague’s  speech,  with  a request  that 
he  would  furnish  me  answers  to  the  allegations  and 
charges  contained  in  said  speech.  In  conformily 
with  my  request,  he  has  been  kind  enough  to  fur- 
nish me  with  the  following  statements.  They  are 
full  and  complete  so  far  as  they  go,  and  will  be 
satisfactory  to  all  who  hear  or  see  them.  Comment 
is  unnecessary.  Time  and  space  have  not  permit- 
ted a further  investigation  into  this  and  other  de- 
partments; but  I have  little  doubt  that  the  result,  on 
further  investigation,  would  be  the  same.  I before 
stated  that  abuses  do  exist,  always  have  existed, 
and  always  will  exist,  in  this  and  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  all  other  governments.  It  is  impossible 
that  this  vast  political  federal  fabric  can  be  con- 
ducted without  some  abuses  so  long  as  frailty  and 
depravity  exist  and  form  a part  of  the  very  na- 
ture of  men,  by  whom  it  is  governed.  But  here 
follows  the  statement  from  the  war  department: 
Paymaster  General’s  office, 
Washington,  July  5, 1838. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  instructions  to 
examine  Mr.  Bond's  speech,  as  published  in  the 
National  Intelligencer  of  the  4th  and  5th  of  May 
last,  and  report  how  his  statements  agree  with 
the  facts  as  they  are  known  to  exist  in  this  of- 
fice,! have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  state- 
ment: 

Mr.  Bond  says,  “in  1828,  the  paymaster  gene- 
ral employed  three  clerks,  whose  united  compen- 
sation was  $3,900. 

“In  1S38  the  salary  of  the  same  number  of 
clerks  is  $4,290,  besides  the  messenger’s  salary.” 

The  estimates  submitted  to  congress  for  those 
years,  show7  that  the  sums  asked  for  the  clerks 
and  messenger  in  the  office  of  the  paymaster  gen- 
eral, were  as  follows: 

In  1828.— ^-“Clerks  in  the  office  of  the 

paymaster  general  $3,900 

do  “Messenger  700 

4,600 

In  1838. — “Clerks  and  messenger  in  the  of- 
fice of  the  paymaster  general  $6,100 


Difference  between  the  two  years  $1,500 
Accounted  for  as  folllows: 

The  clerks  and  messenger  in  the  office  of  the 
paymaster  general  are  appointed  under  the  act  of 
the  20th  April,  1818,  which  provides  for,  viz: 

1  cbiefclerk,  at  asalary  of  $1,700  $1,700 

1 clerk  “ 1,400  ‘ 1,400 

2 clerks  “ 1,500  each  2,300 

3 clerks  “ 1,000  each  3,000 

1 clerk  “ 800  800 

1 messenger  “ 700  700 


$9,900 

The  business  of  the  office  has  not  required,  at 
all  times,  so  many  clerks,  and  they  have  been  re- 
duced accordingly.  In  1828,  but  three  were  em- 
ployed, and  not  all  of  these  at  the  highest  sala- 
ries. The  numerous  volunteers  and  militia,  called 
into  service  to  suppress  Indian  hostilities,  increas- 
ed the  business  so  much  as  to  make  it  indispensa- 
bly necessary  to  re-employ  one  of  the  five  addi- 
tional clerks  to  which  the  office  is  entitled,  and, 
in  order  to  retain  the  services  of  competent  per- 
sons, to  allow’  to  those  employed  the  highest  sala- 
ries provided  by  law.  This  make  the  difference 
in  the  estimates  for  the  two  years. 

It  is  still  competent  for  the  secretary  of  war, 
under  the  act  of  the  20lh  of  April,  1818,  to  ap- 
point for  this  office  three  additional  clerks,  at 


$1,000  each  per  annum,  and  one  at  $800  per 
annum. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

N.  Towson,  P.  M.  G. 
To  the  hon.  J.  R.  Poinsett,  secretary  of  war. 

Comparative  statement  of  the  number  of  persons  em- 
ployed in  the  quartermaster  general’s  office,  in  the 
years  1828  and  1838. 

In  1828 — 3 officers;  2 clerks;  2 sergeants,  act- 
ing as  clerks;  2 sergeants,  acting  as  messengers; 
total  9. 

In  1838 — 2 officers;  6 clerks;  1 messenger;  to- 
tal 9. 

Note.  It  will  be  seen  that  there  is  no  increase 
in  the  number  of  persons  employed  in  the  quar- 
termaster general’s  office,  since  1828.  The  only 
change  is  in  the  substitution  of  clerks  for  offi- 
cers and  sergeants  then  employed.  During  the 
last  two  years  the  duties  of  the  office  have  been 
increased  fourfold. 

T.  Cross,  acting  Q.  G. 
Quartermaster  general’s  office, 

Washington  city,  July  5,  1838. 


Surgeon  general’s  office,  July  3,  1838. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  instructions,  I have 
examined  the  speech  of  Mr.  Bond,  of  Ohio,  so  far 
as  it  relates  to  this  office,  and  have  the  honor  to 
report,  that  the  regular  salary  of  the  clerk  employ- 
ed in  this  office  is  the  same  as  was  received  by  him 
in  1828,  viz:  $1,150  per  annum,  to  which  ten  per 
cent,  was  added  during  the  last  year,  by  an  act  of 
congress,  making  $1,265  per  annum,  and  not  $1- 
266,  as  stated  in  the  speech  referred  to;  this  addi- 
tion of  ten  per  cent,  continues  to  the  adjournment 
of  the  present  session  of  congress. 

From  the  organization  of  this  office  a sergeant 
from  the  army  was  employed  to  perform  the  duties 
of  messenger,  until  1836,  when,  by  an  act  approved 
on  the  4th  of  July  of  that  year,  provision  was  made 
for  a messenger  in  lieu  of  the  sergeant,  whose  salary 
is  $500  per  annum,  and  to  w hich  20  per  cent,  was 
added  by  the  act  of  congress  of  the  3d  of  March, 
1837,  referred  to  when  stating  the  salary  of  (he 
clerk,  so  that  the  actual  difference  consists  in  pay- 
ing the  messenger  by  specific  appropr  iation,  in- 
stead of  his  being  paid  from  the  army  appropria- 
tion, as  was  the  case  when  the  sergeant  was  em- 
ployed. I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

Benjamin  King, 
Acting  surgeon  general. 
Hon.  J.  R.  Poinsett,  sec’y  of  war,  Washington. 

Office  of  the  Com.  Gen.  of  Sub. 

Washington,  July  3,  1838. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  request  of  2d  inst. 
the  speech  of  Mr.  Bond  of  the  4th  and  5th  May 
ult.  has,  as  far  as  regards  this  office,  been  examin- 
ed, and  I have  the  honor  to  report,  that  in  that 
speech  as  published  in  the  “National  Intelligen- 
cer,” it  is  asserted,  that 

In  1828,  the  subsistence  department  employed 
four  clerks,  whose  joint  compensation  W’as  $2,950; 
and 

In  1838,  the  subsistence  department  employs 
four  clerks,  whose  joint  compensation  is  $5,880. 

In  1828,  the  number  of  clerks  permanently  em- 
ployed in  the  subsistence  department  was  three, 
and  their  compensation  was,  thus: 

2 clerks  per  act,  26th  May,  1824  $2,150  00 

1 clerk  per  act,  2d  March,  1827  800  00 

$2,950  00 

1 clerk  temporarily  employed  by  permis- 
sion of  the  secretary  of  war  at  $25  per 
month,  300  00 

Making  $3,250  00 

At  that  period,  an  orderly  sergeant  was  employ- 
ed as  a messenger,  who  received  his  compensation 
from  the  “ pay  of  the  army.” 

By  the  1st  section  of  the  act  of  9th  May,  1836, 
the  employment  of  non-commissioned  officers  in 
any  of  the  offices  of  the  department  of  war  was 
prohibited;  and  it  became  necessary  to  ask  com- 
pensation for  a messenger  to  be  paid  out  of  the  ap- 
propriation for  the  civil  list. 

In  1838,  the  compensation  of  clerks  and  mes- 
sengers in  the  subsistence  office  is, 

1 principal  clerk  per  act,  3d  March, 

1835, $1,600  00 

1 clerk, 1,200  00 

1 do. 1,000  00 


$3,800  00 

And  the  messenger  paid  by  appropriation,  500  00 


$4,300  00 


Aggregate, 
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By  act  3d  March,  1837,  congress  added 
ten  per  centum  upon  $2,800,  of  the 
above  salaries,  making  - - $280  00 

And  upon  $1,500,  including  the  messen- 
ger, twenty  per  cent.  ...  300  00 

Making, $580  00 

Which  added  to  the  above,  - - 4,300  00 

Makes, $4,880  00 

Being  $1,000  less  paid  to  clerks  permanently  em- 
ployed, than  stated  by  Mr.  Bond;  but  when  the  re- 
solution of  congress  of  1st  February,  1836,  passed, 
“authorizing  the  president  to  furnish  rations  to 
certain  inhabitants  in  Florida;”  the  secretary  of 
war  directed  that  a special  account  should  be  kept 
in  this  office  of  the  issues  under  that  resolution; 
the  permanent  force  in  the  office  being  insufficient 
for  that  purpose,  in  addition  to  their  other  duties, 
it  became  necessary  to  employ  a clerk  to  attend 
especially  to  that  business,  whose  annual  compen- 
sation was  fixed  at  $1,000,  which,  added  to  the 
other  items,  constitutes  the  amount  as  stated  in 
the  speech. 

When  the  department  was  rendered  permanent 
by  act  of  3d  March,  1835,  the  then  secretary  of 
war  thought  that  the  salary  of  the  clerks  in  this  of- 
fice, should  approximate  as  nearly  as  practicable, 
those  of  clerks  employed  in  the  civil  bureaus,  as 
he  was  particularly  aware,  that  the  salaries  previ- 
ously paid,  were  inadequate  to  the  services  render- 
ed, and  the  responsibility  attached  to  the  situations; 
but  in  every  instance  where  compensation  to  clerks 
or  messenger  in  this  office  has  been  paid,  it  has 
been  done  invariably  under  acts  passed  by  congress 
itself,  except  in  the  two  instances  above  mentioned. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 
Hon.  J.  R.  Poinsett,  secretary  of  war. 

Indian  department. 

Assertion  No.  1 — The  business  of  Indian  affairs 
was  discharged  by  some  one  or  two  of  the  seven- 
teen clerks  employed  in  the  war  department. 

Fact — In  1828,  four  clerks  were  engaged  in  the 
transaction  of  this  business — Mr.  McKenney,  Mr. 
Hamilton,  Mr.  Kurtz  and  Mr.  Miller.  The  secre- 
tary then  conducted  a much  larger  portion  of  the 
correspondence,  and  supervised  the  details  far 
more  extensively  than  now. 

Assertion  No.  2 — In  1828,  there  was  one  superin- 
tendent of  Indian  affairs,  who  was  paid  $1,500  per 
annum. 

Fact — In  1828,  there  was  one  superintendent  eo 
nomine,  at  $1,500,  and  three  governors  of  territo- 
ries, acting  as  superintendents,  one  at  $1,500,  and 
two  at  $750.  These  allowances  were  made  by 
Mr.  Calhoun  in  1821,  1822  and  1S23;  to  the  go- 
vernor of  Michigan  in  1821;  (see  Mr.  C’s  answer 
to  the  resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives  of 
January  18th,  1832,  State  Papers,  1st  session  17th 
congress,  vol.  6th,  Doc.  60;)  to  the  governor  of 
Arkansas  in  1822;  and  to  the  governor  of  Florida 
in  1823;  (see  extract  herewith  of  letter  to  governor 
Duvall  of  October  25,  1823;)  aggregate  compensa- 
tion $4,500. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  the  secretary  of  war 
to  his  excellency  William  P.  Duvall,  dated 
25 fh  October , 1823. 

“Your  letter  of  the  2d  ult.  was  duly  received. 
“Upon  a review  of  all  the  circumstances,  the 
following  principle  has  been  adopted  for  the  settle- 
ment of  your  claim  to  compensation  as  superinten- 
dent of  Indian  affairs  in  Florida,  to  wit: 

“For  the  time  past  when  there  was  no  Indian 
agent  for  Florida,  an  allowance  will  be  made  to 
you,  as  superintendent,  at  the  rate  of  fifteen  hun- 
dred dollars  per  annum,  which  is  the  rate  of  com- 
pensation allowed  to  the  Indian  agent  now  autho- 
rized by  law. 

“Since  the  appointment  of  an  Indian  agent  for 
the  territory,  in  virtue  of  the  authority  above 
mentioned,  and  for  the  future,  an  allowance  will 
be  made  to  you  at  the  rate  of  seven  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars  per  annum,  which  is  intended  to  cover 
the  expense  for  clerk  hire,  office  rent,  and  all 
others  necessarily  incurred  by  you  in  your  inter- 
course with  the  Indians,  that  being  the  same 
amount  as  is  now  allowed  to  the  governor  of  the 
Arkansas  territory,  and  is  considered  a fair  com- 
pensation for  all  expenses  incurred  by  him  of  a 
similar  nature.” 

Assertion  No.  3 — In  1838,  we  find  four  superin- 
tendents of  Indian  affairs  with  salaries  of  $1,500 
each. 

Fact — In  1838,  there  is  one  superintendent  at 
$1,500,  and  one  governor  (of  Wisconsin)  acting 
as  such,  whose  compensation  as  governor  and  su- 


perintendent is  fixed,  by  law,  at  $2,500.  Adopt- 
ing the  principle  of  division  established  this  ses- 
sion, in  regard  to  the  governor  of  Iowa,  and  his 
pay  as  superintendent  will  be  $1,000;  aggregate 
$2,500. 

The  other  two  acting  superintendents  are  Indian 
agents,  and  receive  only  the  pay  of  agents,  as  fixed 
by  the  law  of  1834.  This  is  stated  in  a note  in 
the  Blue  Book,  page  91,  to  which  Mr.  B.  evident- 
ljr  had  referred. 

Assertion  No.  4— In  1828,  there  were  twenty-one 
Indian  Agents,  (three  at  $1,800,  six  at  $1,500, 
one  at  $1,400,  five  at  $1,300,  six  at  $1,200,  see 
State  Papers,  2d  session  20th  congress,  3d  vol.  Doc. 
117,  page  7,)  and  twenty-eight  sub-agents.  In 
1838,  ten  Indian  agents  at  $1,500,  and  fourteen 
sub-agents  at  $750. 

Fact — rn  1838,  there  are  but  eight  Indian  agents, 
exclusive  of  the  two  acting  as  superintendents, 
and  whom  Mr.  B.  has  counted  as  such. 

In  1828,  the  appropriations  for  the  superinten- 
dents and  Indian  agents  was  $31,000 — In  1838  it 
is  $16,500. 

In  1828,  the  appropriation  for  sub-agents  was 
$15,100— In  1838  it  is  $13,000. 

In  1838,  the  number  of  interpreters  at  agencies  is 
eight  less  than  in  1828.  The  average  pay  of  an  in- 
terpreter in  1828  was  $100  per  annum,  (see  Blue 
Book  for  that  year,)  making  the  aggregate  com- 
pensation of  the  thirty-nine  employed  in  that  year 
$15,600. — Appropriation  in  1838,  $9,300. 

Assertion  No.  5 — In  1838  we  hear  of  a commis- 
sioner whose  salary  is  $3,000,  and  12  clerks  and 
tw'o  messengers,  whose  joint  compensation  is 
$19,400. 

FW— In  1828,  governor  Cass,  and  gen.  Clark, 
at  the  invitation  of  the  secretary  of  war,  prepared 
a report,  containing  among  other  things,  “a  code  of 
iegulations  for  the  government  of  the  (Indian)  de- 
partment, and  for  the  general  administration  of  its 
affairs.”  This  was  in  the  form  of  a bill.  The 
first  section  provided  for  the  appointment  of  a com- 
missioner at  $3,000;  the  second  prescribed  his  du- 
ties; the  third  related  to  the  number  of  clerks;  the 
fourth  gave  him  the  franking  privilege,  and  the  fifth 
authorized  the  employment  of  a messenger.  These 
five  sections  are  stated  to  “contain  substantially  the 
provisions  of  a bill  reported  by  the  committee  on 
Indian  affairs*  in  the  house  of  representatives,  at 
the  first  session  of  the  same  congress.” — (See 
State  Papers  2d  session  of  the  20th  congress,  vol.  3d, 
doc.  117,  p.  4.)  This  report  was  submitted  to  con- 
gress by  the  secretary  of  war,  “with  a respectful 
but  earnest  recommendation.” 

The  number  of  clerks  now  employed  in  the  In- 
dian office  is  12.  The  number  in  1828  was  4.  In 
1830  1 was  added;  in  1831  another;  and  in  1832  a 
messenger.  In  the  latter  year,  the  business  of 
emigration  was  committed  to  the  commissary  gene- 
eral,  who  employed  5,  and  a messenger.  In  1836, 
2 were  authorized  by  law  to  be  employed  on  the 
business  of  Indian  reservations.  The  increase  was 
occasioned  in  1830  and  1831,  by  the  passage  of  the 
act  of  May  2Sth,  1830,  providing  for  an  exchange 
of  lands,  and  the  treaty  of  September  27th,  1830, 
with  the  Choctaws,  according  to  the  stipulations  of 
which,  their  removal  was  immediately  commenced. 
The  provisions  in  the  same  treaty,  in  that  with  the 
Creeks  of  March  24,  1832,  and  with  the  Chicka- 
saws  in  1832  and  1834,  granting  reserves  to  indivi- 
duals and  heads  of  families,  to  the  number  of  about 
10,000,  and  which  were  the  first  provisions  of  the 
kind  to  any  extent,  authorized  in  the  judgment  of 
congress  the  employment  of  the  other  two  in  1836? 
The  whole  number  was  13. 

The  business  of  emigration  has  been  transferred 
to  the  Indian  office;  the  number  of  clerks  is  12,  and 
the  number  of  messengers  is  2. 

Thus  far  for  the  Indian  department  in  the  two 
years  specified,  independent  of  treaty  stipulations. 
The  expense  of  superintendents,  agents,  sub-agents 
and  interpreters,  in  1828,  was  $61,970;  in  1838,  it 
is  $38,800;  less  in  1838,  $23,170.  This  is  exclu- 
sive of  the  compensation  of  the  acting  superintend- 
ents, which,  as  has  been  shown,  is  $2,000  less  than 
in  1828;  making  the  entire  difference  in  favor  of 
1838,  $25, 170. f 


* So,  then,  it  appears  that  this  Indian  depart- 
ment, with  its  commissioner  at  $3,000,  clerks,  and 
messengers,  was  first  proposed  by  a whig  commit- 
tee, under  a w’hig  administration,  in  the  very  year 
1828,  when  the  business  was  not  more  than  one- 
third  of  what  it  is  in  1838. 

f There  is  also  another  consideration.  The  ap- 
propriations for  the  Indian  d«qpartment  proper,  in 
182S,  were  under  four  heads — pay  of  superintend- 
ents and  agents,  pay  of  sub-agents,  presents,  and 
contingencies.  The  amount  under  the  latter  was 


We  now  come  to  the  composition  of  the  Indian 
department  under  and  by  virtue  of  treaty  stipula- 
tions. - 

Mr.  Bond  enumerates  6 superintendents  of  emi- 
gration, 15  conducting  and  enrolling  agents,  2 
valuing  agents,  8 collecting  agents,  2 issuing  agents, 
16  assistant  agents,  15  physicians,  11  clerks,  14  in- 
terpreters, 2 conductors  of  exploring  parties. 

Remark — These  are  all  engaged  in  the  business 
of  emigration.  As  no  agents  of  either  of  these 
classes  are  stated  to  have  been  employed  in  1828,  or 
prior  thereto,  the  impression  will  naturally  be  that 
none  were  employed. 

Fact — In  the  treaty  with  the  Creeks  of  January 
24,  1826,  were  stipulations  for  the  valuation  of 
their  improvements;  for  their  removal  and  subsist- 
ence; valuing,  collecting,  enrolling,  conducting, 
and  issuing  agents  were  employed.  The  number 
of  each  class,  and  the  pay  oi  each,  cannot  be  ascer- 
tained without  reference  to  the  auditor’s  office,  and 
a long  examination;  the  fact  of  their  employment 
is  proved  by  the  correspondence  in  the  Indian  of- 
fice. Some  appointments  of  the  same  kind  were 
also  made  under  the  treaty  with  the  Cherokees  of 
May  6,  1838. 

Rmark — The  treaty  with  the  Chocktaws  of  Sep- 
tember 27,  1830,  wms  the  first  under  which  emigra- 
took  place  extensively;  and  it  was  not  until  the 
following  year  that  it  commenced  with  much  vigor 
under  that  with  the  Cherokees  of  1828;  and  it  was 
in  1831  that,  for  the  first  time,  regulations  were 
prescribed  which  gave  form  and  system  to  the  busi- 
ness of  removal.  These  provided  for  the  employ- 
ment of  the  different  classes  of  agents  above  enu- 
merated, and  fixed  their  compensation.  These 
were  not  only  approved  by  the  president,  but, 
slightly  revised,  have  been  appended  to  the  reports 
from  the  Indian  office  for  the  last  year. 

For  the  reasonableness  of  them,  consider  the 
number  of  Indians  to  be  removed,  and  the  stipula- 
tions to  be  fulfilled.  Since  the  beginning  of  1828, 
sixty-four  treaties  have  been  made  with  Indians. 
Of  these,  thirty-four  provided  for  the  removal  of 
the  Indians,  the  valuation  of  their  improvements, 
stock,  &c.  and  their  subsistence  for  twelve  months 
at  their  new  homes.  Living  in  different  sections 
of  the  country,  different  sets  of  agents  were  neces- 
sarily employed,  the  number  in  each  case  being 
graduated  with  regard  to  the  number  of  Indians, 
and  the  amount  of  service  to  be  rendered.  For 
the  removal  of  the  larger  tribes,  a general  superin- 
tendent w’as  essential  as  the  only  means  of  preserv- 
ing harmony  and  subordination  among  the  other 
agents,  and  among  the  Indians,  and  of  ensuring 
unity  of  action.  All  responsibility  was  devolved 
upon  him.  To  him  was  committed  the  selection, 
in  the  first  instance,  of  all  the  other  persons  to  be 
employed,  and  also  the  power  to  suspend  them 
from  duty;  and  upon  his  requisitions  alone  W'ere 
the  disbursing  officers,  military  and  civil,  to  make 
payments.  For  this  responsibility,  and  his  various 
and  numerous  services,  $2,000  will  not  be  con- 
sidered too  large  a compensation.  The  six  named 
by  Mr.  Bond  as  in  the  service  in  1838,  are  general 
Smith,  superintending  the  removal  of  the  Chero- 
kees, numbering  18,000;  Maj.  Upshur,  the  remo- 
val of  the  Chickasaws,  5,500;  Colonel  Pepper,  the 
removal  of  the  Pottaw  atomies,  Ottowas,  and  Chip- 
pewas,  6,700;  Colonel  Sands,  discontinued,  and 
duty  transferred  to  Pepper.  There  are,  therefore, 
three  at  $2,000,  neither  of  whom  will  be  in  ser- 
vice, probably,  at  the  close  of  the  present  year,  as 
all  these  Indians  will  be  removed.  There  is  one 
other  at  five  dollars  a day,  collecting  straggling 
Choctaws  in  Mississippi,  whose  employment  is 
temporary,  and  Hie  sixth,  who  received  the  same 
pay,  has  been  discharged. 

Of  the  fifteen  enrolling  and  conducting  agents, 
five  are  employed  among  the  Pottawatomies,  Otta- 
was,  and  Chippewas,  five  among  the  Chickasaws, 
and  five  among  the  Cherokees,  whose  services  will 
terminate  before  those  of  the  superintendents. 
The  enrolment  must  exhibit  the  name  of  each  head 
of  a family,  and  the  number  in  each  family,  to  be 
ascertained  by  personal  inquiries  through  the  na- 
tion, and  it  is  required  to  regulate  the  issues  of  ra- 
tions on  the  route  and  payment  and  subsistence  af- 
ter their  arrival  west.  The  conductor  has  charge 
of  the  movement  of  a party,  direcfs  the  issues  of 
provisions,  the  transportation  of  the  sick,  and  of 
the  baggage,  &c.  and  is  held  accountable  for  the 
delivery  of  the  party  to  the  agent  of  the  govern- 


$95,000,  which  was  applied  at  the  discretion  of  the 
department,  and  out  of  it  were  paid  smiths,  farmers, 
interpreters,  and  any  body  the  department  might 
choose  to  employ.  In  1838,  the  appropriations  are 
specific,  based  on  laws  and  treaties,  and  the  esti- 
mates for  which  are  minute  and  full. 
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ment  west  of  the  Mississippi.  The  interpreters 
are  as  necessary  in  the  emigration  as  at  the  agen- 
cies: their  compensation  is  higher,  to  cover  the  ex- 
penses of  travelling.  The  employment  of  physi- 
cians is  required  by  humanity,  and  the  experience 
with  the  earlier  emigrants  would  not  justify  the  go- 
vernment in  refusing  to  employ  them,  merely  to 
avoid  the  expense.  Four  of  the  physicians  enu- 
merated by  Mr.  Bond  are  provided  for  in  treaties; 
two  in  that  with  the  Winnebagoes,  of  September, 
1832,  and  two  in  that  with  the  Ottowas  and  Chip- 
pewas,  of  March  28, 1836:  in  both  the  pay  is  fixed. 
Conductors  of  exploring  parties  are  also  employed 
under  treaty  stipulations. 

Mr.  Bond  says:  “We  find  thirty-three  commis- 
sioners and  special  agents.” 

Remark.  Of  the  thirty-three,  twelve  were  em- 
ployed under  resolutions  or  laws  of  congress,  di- 
recting negotiations,  or  the  examination  of  claims; 
six  to  execute  treaty  articles,  and  one  conducted 
an  exploring  party,  for  which  the  appropriation 
was  made  at  the  suggestion  of  the  committee  on 
Indian  alfairs  in  the  senate.  Of  the  remaining 
fourteen,  ten  were  employed  by  the  express  re- 
quirement of  laws  or  treaties,  two  to  execute  treaty 
articles,  one  to  conciliate  the  wild  tribes  of  the 
prairies,  and  bring  deputations  of  them  to  Wash- 
ington; and  the  last  is  the  district  attorney  in  Flori- 
da, charged  with  temporary  duty,  having  in  view 
the  removal  of  the  Apalachicola®.  Of  the  thirty- 
three,  there  is  but  one  not  authorized  and  required 
by  resolution,  law,  or  treaty,  and  that  one  has  been 
employed  to  preserve  the  peace  of  the  western 
frontier.  Since  the  30th  of  September,  1837,  the 
date  of  the  report  from  which  Mr.  B.  quotes,  19  of 
the  33  have  been  discontinued.  The  pay  of  com- 
missioners was,  as  far  back  as  1801,  eight  dollars 
per  day,  from  the  time  they  left  home,  until  they 
returned,  and  all  necessary  expenses  were  reim- 
bursed, (see  instructions  from  general  Dearborn  to 
Messrs.  Davie,  Wilkinson  and  Hawkins,  American 
State  Papers,  Indian  Affairs,  vol.  1,  page  650.) 

Mr.  Bond  presents  an  array  of  fifty-three  black- 
smiths, twenty  farmers,  eighteen  teachers,  five  mil- 
lers, one  surveyor,  and  five  miscellaneous  agents. 
It  is  enough  to  say  with  regard  to  these,  that  with 
the  exception  of  one  in  the  last  class,  who  is  a 
messenger  in  the  office  of  the  acting  superinten- 
dent at  Detroit,  performing  duty  also  as  a clerk,  at 
$30  per  month,  (not  a very  extravagant  allow- 
ance,) they  are  all  employed  in  the  fulfilment  of 
treaty  stipulations,  and  that  when  the  treaty  does 
not  fix  their  compensation,  it  is  regulated  by  the 
9th  section  of  the  act  of  June  30th,  1834,  organiz- 
ing the  department  of  Indian  affairs.  Every  one 
conversant  with  Indian  relations,  knows  that,  in 
every  negotiation,  the  Indians  wish  provision  made 
for  smiths,  farmers,  and  teachers,  &c.  and  the  go- 
vernment has  always  assented,  because  such  mea- 
sures will  conduce  to  their  civilization.  The 
amount  set  apart  for  these  purposes,  forms  a part 
of  the  consideration  paid  for  the  lands  ceded  by 
the  Indians.  If  these  persons  were  not  employed, 
so  much  more  money  must  have  been  paid  to  the 
Indians.  But  in  this  case,  too,  Mr.  Bond  leaves  it 
to  be  inferred,  that  such  persons  were  not  in  the 
service  in  1828.  But  from  a very  hasty  examina- 
tion of  the  reports  from  two  of  the  superintenden- 
cies, St.  Louis  and  Michigan,  it  appears  that  there 
then  were  thirty  blacksmiths,  twenty-two  laborers, 
nine  farmers,  two  teachers,  three  physicians,  and 
four  special  agents.  And  it  is  probable  that  most 
of  the  treaties  under  which  they  were  employed, 
are  still  in  force,  and  of  course  these  appointments 
make  a part  of  those  enumerated  by  Mr.  Bond. 

But,  says  Mr.  B.,  even  this  is  not  all.  The 
commissioner  of  Indian  affairs  says  the  list  in  the 
Blue  Book  is  not  accurate  or  complete.  He  leaves 
room  to  add  or  alter.  And  why  did  he  not  quote 
the  reason  assigned  by  the  commissioner? 

“It  being  required  that  the  names  of  all  the  per- 
sons employed  on  the  30th  September  should  be 
given,  it  is  impossible  to  procure  the  returns  in 
season  for  printing  the  Register.  Besides  this, 
many  of  the  agents  neglect  to  make  returns,  and 
in  other  cases  it  is  impracticable,  from  a variety  of 
causes,  to  obtain  the  requisite  information.  It  is 
believed  to  be  complete  and  accurate,  so  far  as  this 
office  has  the  means  of  making  it  so.”  Knowing 
well  the  provisions  in  the  treaties,  the  commissioner 
could  not  help  seeing  at  once  that  the  returns  did 
not  embrace  all  the  persons  in  the  service.  Taking 
only  the  treaties  made  since  1828,  (sixty-four  in 
number,)  he  knew  that  they  provided  for  forty 
principal  smiths,  while  the  list  shows  only  twenty- 
eight;  the  residue  of  the  fifty-three  named  by  Mr. 
B.  being  assistants;  and  so  with  the  other  classes 
of  persons. 

“Here,  indeed,”  exclaims  Mr.  B.  “is  a display  of 
patronage.”  Truly  it  is  a great  thing  to  have  the 
appointment  of  a smith  or  a farmer  for  Indians  on 


the  frontier,  and  hardly  within  reach  of  a white  set- 
tlement. But  how  has  it  happened  that  so  much 
“patronage”  rests  with  the  executive?  Not  by  any 
act  primarily,  of  his  own.  It  is  congress  that  directs 
a treaty  to  be  made,  ratifies  it,  and  makes  appro- 
priations to  carry  it  into  effect.  If  the  executive, 
in  consequence,  possess  power,  it  has  been  know- 
ingly and  deliberately  given  by  congress. 

It  has  been  shown  that  the  expenses  of  superin- 
tendents, agents,  and  interpreters,  is  twenty-five 
thousand  dollars  less  now  than  in  182S.  And  more 
than  that.  In  doc.  474,  house  of  representatives, 
first  session,  twenty-third  congress,  page  46,  may 
be  found  an  “organization  of  the  Indian  depart- 
ment,” proposed  by  the  committee  on  Indian  af- 
fairs, the  expense  of  which  is  a fraction  more  than 
the  present.  This  report  was  prepared  by  Mr. 
Everett,  of  Vermont,  who  deservedly  acquired 
much  credit  by  it,  and  the  country  was  congratula- 
ted on  the  relorm  and  retrenchment  introduced  by 
the  laws  then  passed,  and  which  were  based  upon 
it. 

The  sum  of  the  matter  is  this.  There  having 
been  sixty-four  treaties  made  with  Indians  since 
1828,  the  states  have  been  slowly  and  gradually 
relieved  of  their  Indian  population.  The  tribes 
have  been  settled  beyond  the  Mississippi  and  Mis- 
souri, so  that  intercourse  with  them  is  necessarily 
more  expensive  than  ever.  New  features  have 
been  introduced  into  treaties.  The  Indians  have 
not  been  talked  with  merely  to  get  their  lands,  been 
offered  for  it  only  trifling  and  temporary  aid,  and 
left  in  the  neighborhood  they  were  found  in.  They 
have  had  assigned  to  them  a fertile  and  healthy 
country,  and  have  been  liberally  supplied  with 
ploughs,  hoes,  and  axes,  for  the  men,  and  looms  for 
the  women;  with  mechanics  to  teach  and  work  for 
them,  and  farmers  to  break  up  land  and  plant  it 
for  them,  and  teach  them  to  do  likewise.  They 
have  ceded  to  the  United  States  18,250,000  acres, 
for  which  the  government  has  stipulated  to  give 
them  in  land,  money,  &c.  $72,560,056;  and  it  is 
expected  that  all  this  should  have  been  done  at  no 
increase  of  expenditure  over  that  in  1828. 

My  colleague  has  recourse  to  the  official  state- 
ments of  the  amount  received  by  the  Globe  office, 
during  the  last  and  present  administration,  as  proof 
of  the  extravagance  of  the  republicans,  and  ground 
of  suspicion  against  the  honesty  of  the  editor.  He 
gives  the  sum  total  of  the  amount  paid  for  printing 
for  congress  and  the  departments,  in  the  Globe  of- 
fice, hunting  through  the  terms  of  two  presidents, 
at  $220,000.  I take  it  for  granted,  having  no  op- 
portunity for  the  examination  of  the  multitude  of 
items  of  which  it  is  made  up,  that  this  sum  may  have 
been  disbursed  through  the  Globe  office  for  printing 
and  paper,  and  other  materials  necessary  to  this 
species  of  work,  so  absolutely  indispensable  in  the 
proper  discharge  of  the  business  of  congress  and  the 
departments.  My  colleague  wiil  allow  that  print- 
ing must  be  done  for  the  government.  It  is  looked 
upon  as  the  glory  of  our  free  government,  that  all  its 
acts  are  exhibited  in  print,  and  full  information  af- 
forded to  an  enlightened  community  of  every  thing 
done  by  its  public  agents.  This  is  the  medium 
through  which  the  functionariesand  representatives 
of  a people  overspreading  a continent,  are  held  to 
ari  accountability,  stricter  than  that  which  the  peo- 
ple of  the  ancient  republics  could  command  in  a 
district  of  country,  not  greater  than  one  of  our 
large  counties.  The  only  question  brought  up  by 
my  colleagues’s  display  of  the  public  printing  done 
by  the  Glooe  establishment  are,  has  it  been  done 
well?  Has  it  been  done  cheaply?  Has  it  been  done 
honestly?  By  bringing  together  the  labors  of  a great 
establishment  from  its  foundation  to  the  present 
moment,  my  colleague  [Mr.  B.]  would  insinuate  an 
accusation  of  exorbitant  charges  against  the  govern- 
ment on  the  part  of  Messrs.  Blair  and  Rives.  My 
colleague  showed  his  caution  in  thus  accusing  by 
inuendo.  He  was  perfectly  aware  of  the  unimpeach- 
able honesty  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Globe  office, 
and  did  not  dare  to  make  a single  specification 
against  them.  But  a member  from  Tennessee, 
[Mr.  Crockett,]  in  pursuing  the  game  of  the  oppo- 
sition in  a private  letter,  charged  that  three  or  four 
hundred  thousand  dollars  of  the  public  money  had 
been  paid  to  the  Globe  office  for  printing  the 
speeches  of  Messrs.  Benton  and  Calhoun  in  defence 
of  the  administration.  His  colleague,  [Mr.  Car- 
ter,] perceiving  that  this  exceeded  by  some  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  all  the  public  money  that  passed 
through  the  Globe  office  in  payment  for  work  done 
and  materials  purchased  for  all  the  departments  and 
congress,  came  to  the  rescue  of  his  friend  [Mr. 
Crockett]  by  declaring  that  a tariff  had  been  laid  on 
the  pay  of  the  clerks  to  make  up  the  sum  paid  for 
publication.  The  moment  that  these  charges  ap- 
peared, the  editor  of  the  Globe,  through  his  paper, 
challenged  an  investigation  by  a committee  of  con- 
gress. The  members  of  congress  who  made  them 


were  told  it  was  their  duty  to  bring  the  delinquent 
they  denounced  to  justice.  My  colleague  and  his 
accomplice  advisers  shrunk  from  meeting  the  man 
they  had  charged,  before  a committee  of  our  own 
body.  Mr.  Blair  then  appealed  to  this  house,  by 
petition,  to  refer  the  matter  to  a committee,  and 
have  a lull  scrutiny  of  all  his  accounts  with  the 
public.  The  special  committee  was  ordered  by  this 
house,  and  then  commenced  the  effort  of  the  oppo- 
sition to  defeat,  by  indirection,  the  inquiry,  which 
they  knew  would  disgrace  the  persons  they  had  put 
forward  to  stigmatize  the  administration  and  the 
official  paper  by  their  accusations.  Only  six  w eeks 
of  the  session  remained,  and  the  opposition  knew 
how  difficult  it  would  be,  when  all  the  business  of 
the  session  was  huddled  into  this  narrow  space,  to 
take  up  a postponed  question,  especially  in  regard 
to  a petition  which  could  only  come  up,  by  the  rule, 
on  the  Monday  of  every  alternate  week.  An  hour, 
therefore,  after  the  inquiry  had  been  ordered  by  a 
special  committee,  a conservative  [Mr.  Hopkins, 
of  Virginia]  moved  a reconsideration.  This  hung 
up  the  decision  two  weeks,  and  was,  I am  afraid, 
intended  for  that  purpose.  When  the  subject  was 
again  taken  up,  every  artifice  was  resorted  to  fos 
the  purpose  of  defeating  inquiry.  It  was  first  pro- 
posed to  refer  it  to  a standing  committee,  composed 
of  one  of  the  accusers  [Mr.  Crockett]  and  others, 
making  a majority  of  opposition  members  who  had 
shown  themselves  afraid  of  the  investigation.  If 
the  case  had  been  referred  to  the  accusers  as  judges, 
would  not  the  whole  inquiry  have  been  smothered, 
or  report  as  foul  and  erroneous  as  the  original 
charges  returned  by  those  making  them?  The  ac- 
cusers [Bond,  Crockett,  and  Carter,]  exerted  them- 
selves in  this  attempt,  but  it  was  voted  down  by  the 
house.  An  effort  to  lay  the  subject  on  the  table, 
and  so  get  rid  of  it,  was  tried  by  the  same  party  in 
vain.  At  last,  after  the  committee  was  appointed, 
and  had  the  instructions  of  the  house  to  inquire  into 
the  whole  subject  of  the  public  printing,  when  it 
came  forward  and  asked  the  ordinary  power  of 
sending  for  persons  and  papers  to  obtain  evidence 
of  the  facts  it  was  required  to  report,  the  opposition 
opposed  this,  and  moved  to  discharge  the  committee 
altogether  from  the  duty  assigned. 

This  failed,  and  the  committee  met  and  organiz- 
ed for  the  examination.  It  opened  its  sittings  al- 
most every  morning  at  8 o’clock,  but  not  one  of  the 
accusing  members  came  forward  to  make  good  (heir 
charges.  At  last  the  committee  addressed  a note 
to  Mr.  Crockett,  inviting  him  to  support  by  evi- 
dence, the  allegations  made  by  him  in  the  house 
and  his  private  letteis.  Mr.  Crockeit  repliid,  if  the 
investigation  was  to  be  confined  to  the  prayer  of  the 
petition,  to  a scrutiny  embracing  only  the  accounts 
ol  the  Globe  office  with  the  public  departments  and 
congress,  he  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  it;  but  if 
the  committee  would  go  out  of  the  instructions  of 
the  house,  and  inquire  into  the  private  accounts  of 
the  editor  of  the  Globe,  he  would  examine  wit- 
nesses! How  the  committee  treated  this  evasion, 
I am  not  informed;  probably  with  silent  contempt. 
But  I am  authorized  by  Mr.  Blair  to  say  that  he  is 
willing  to  submit  his  private  accounts  and  his  pri- 
vate life  to  the  closest  scrutiny.  The  bold  assail- 
ants in  this  house  skulking  thus  from  the  summons, 
the  committee  had  no  alternative  but  to  seek  out  tes- 
timony on  the  allegations  made  before  the  repre- 
sentative body,  by  interrogating  those  w ho,  from 
the  nature  of  the  charges,  must  know’  their  truth  or 
falsehood. 

Mr.  Crockett’s  charge,  made  by  him  in  writing, 
verified  by  his  signature,  and  secretly  circulated , 
was  couched  in  these  words: 

“Hundreds  of  thousands  of  Mr.  Benton’s  and  Mr. 
Calhoun’s  speeches,  as  I am  informed,  have  been 
printed  gratuitously , and  circulated  by  ‘ the  party’ 
throughout  the  land. 

“My  opinion  is,  honestly,  that  they  are  paid  for 
out  of  the  public  treasury,  and  I believe  it  could  be 
proven  to  the  satisfaction  of  every  unprejudiced 
mind;  at  any  rate  I should  like  to  know  how  dear 
Blair,  ‘the  printer  of  the  Globe,  can  afford  to  print 
so  many  thousand  speeches’  for  nothing,  and  find 
himself?  No  man  can  believe  it  who  is  not  as  blind 
with  party  prejudice  as  a snake  in  dog-days.  The 
cost  at  the  ordinary  rate  cannot,  I think,  be  less 
than  from  3 to  $400^000.” 

As  explained  by  his  colleague  [Mr.  Carter.]  in 
the  presence  of  Ihe  house  and  of  Mr.  Crockett;  and 
afterwards  published  by  Mr.  Carter  in  the  National 
Intelligencer,  it  stood  thus: 

Sir,  my  colleague  did  not  intend  to  say  that  the 
money  was  taken  directly  from  the  treasury,  and 
applied  to  these  purposes,  but  he  intended  to  say, 
and  does  say,  that  the  public  money  is  indirectly 
appropriated,  and  applied  to  this  specific  use.  Sir, 
are  there  no  grounds  for  this  opinion?  If  the  sala- 
ried officers  of  the  goverment  are  paid  extrava- 
gantly, and  those  salaries  made  sufficiently  high  to 
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give  the  officer  a reasonable  compensation  for  his 
services,  after  contributing  several  hundred  dollars 
for  parly  purposes — to  pay  for  these  partisan 
speechts  and  extra  Globes,  if  you  please,  which  is 
said  to  be  coerced  from  them  by  this  party  regula- 
tion and  discipline — I would  ask,  in  the  name  of 
common  sense,  if  this  is  not  virtually  defraying  these 
expenses  out  of  the  public  treasury,  to  all  intents 
and  purposes?  Sir,  it  is  virtually  the  same  thing, 
just  as  much  so  as  if  the  editor  of  the  Globe  was 
directed  by  the  government  to  cause  to  be  printed 
ten  thousand  copies  of  that  paper  every  week,  and 
circulated  to  non-subscribers,  ana  to  draw  bis  money 
directly  from  the  treasury.  The  effect  is  the  same; 
the  government  pays  the  money  in  either  case,  and, 
in  either  point  of  view,  improperly.  Sir,  were  not 
the  salaries  of  these  officers  increased  ten  or  twenty 
per  cent,  just  before  the  last  presidential  election, 
upon  the  recommendation  and  vote  of  the  party 
that  r°igned  and  ruled  in  this  house  so  triumphantly 
— increased  just  as  much  as  is  said  to  be  the  tax 
laid  and  collected  off  those  officers  for  parly  opera- 
tions?” 

This  imputation  on  the  government  and  the  editor 
of  the  Globe  thrown  out  in  secret  letters  at  first, 
■and  afterwards  promulgated  on  the  floor  of  this 
house,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  it  the  stamp  of  a 
congressional  impeachment;  and  which,  as  I have 
shftwn,  they  attempted  to  keep  pending  and  unre- 
futed by  an  inquiry,  until  after  the  elections,  was 
put  down  by  a cloud  of  witnesses.  The  committee 
addressed  a note  to  all  the  departments,  in  pursuing 
the  inquiry  as  to  the  facts  put  in  issue  by  Messrs. 
Crockett  and  Carter. 

It  was  responded  to  by  all  the  departments;  every 
one  proving  that  no  change  in  the  ordinary  price  of 
printing  had  been  made  favorable  to  the  Globe  of- 
fice; but  on  the  contrary,  the  department  of  state, 
treasury  and  post  office,  point  to  particular  instances 
of  considerable  reductions.  The  clerks  of  all  the 
departments  have,  in  a body,  given  written  testi- 
mony, signed'by  their  names,  establishing,  in  the 
most  explicit  manner,  the  utter  want  of  foundation 
in  truth  for  the  assertion  of  the  members  from  Ten- 
nessee, [Messrs.  Crockett  and  Carter,]  that  a tariff 
had  been  imposed  on  them  to  pay  for  publications 
at  the  Globe  office.  I select  the  shortest  replies  as 
a sample  of  the  whole: 

Navy  department , July  7,  1838. 

Sir:  I herewith  transmit  the  answers  of  myself 
and  clerks,  and  that  of  the  clerks  of  the  navy  com- 
missioners’ office,  to  the  queries  propounded  in  your 
letter  of  the  3d  instant. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J . K.  Paulding. 

Hon.  Jas.  J.  McKay, 

Chairman  select  committee,  house  of  representatives. 
District  of  Columbia,  ss. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  Robert  Getty, 
one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  for  said  District, 
James  K.  Paulding,  secretary  of  the  navy  of  the 
United  States,  and  being  duly  sworn,  saith: 

1.  That  he  does  not  know  of  any  instance  in 
which  the  editors  of  the  “Globe”  have  been  allowed 
for  printing  for  the  navy  department  a compensation 
greater  than  that  usually  paid  toother  printers  for 
printing,  similar  to  that  required  to  be  done  by  those 
editors. 

2.  That  he  does  not  know  any  instance  since  he 
has  been  at  the  head  of  the  navy  department,  in 
which  printing,  not  properly  chargeable  to  the 
United  States,  according  to  law  or  the  usages  of  his 
predecessor,  has  been  ordered  and  paid  for  out  of  the 
public  fund,  either  to  the  editors  of  the  Globe  or 
any  other  printers;  and  that  he  does  not  know  of 
any  of  the  officers  of  the  navy  department  being 
tariffed  or  required  to  raise  funds  to  pay  for  public 
documents  or  speeches  to  be  published  at  the  office 
of  the  Globe  or  elsewhere. 

3.  That  no  change  as  to  the  mode  or  prices  in  the 
execution  of  the  printing  done  for  the  navy  depart- 
ment has  been  introduced  since  he  has  been  at  its 
head,  differing  from  that  customary  under  his  pre- 
decessors; and  further  saith  not. 

J.  K.  Paulding. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  this  7th  day  of  June,  1838. 

Rob’t  Getty,  J . P. 

Navy  department,  June  7,  1838. 

The  undersigned,  clerks  in  the  navy  department, 
respectfully  state,  in  answer  to  an  inquiry  contained 
in  a letter  of  the  3d  instant,  addressed  to  the  secre- 
tary of  the  navy  by  the  hon.  James  J.  McKay, 
chairman  of  the  select  committee  of  the  house  of 
representatives,  to  which  was  referred  so  much  of 
the  memorial  of  F.  P.  Blair  as  invites  a scrutiny 
into  all  his  accounts  for  printing  for  congress  and 
the  public  offices,  that  they  have  not  “been  tariffed 


or  required  to  raise  funds  to  pay  for  public  docu- 
ments and  speeches  to  be  published  at  the  office  of 
the  Globe,  or  elsewhere.” 

(Signed)  John  Boyle, 

J.  D.  Simms, 

L.  B.  Hardin, 

T.  L.  Ragsdale, 
B.  M.  Voorhees, 
H. Stark, 

M.  Poor, 

A.  H.  Quincy, 

N.  B.  Boyle. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  at  Washington 
city,  this  7th  day  of  June,  1838. 

(Signed)  Rob’t  Getty,  J.  P. 

A declaration  like  the  above  was  sworn  to  and 
subscribed  by  the  clerks  in  the  navy  commission- 
ers’ office,  before  Chas.  W.  Goldsborougb,  J.  P. 
and  sent  to  the  committee. 

There  are  444  clerks  in  all  the  departments.  Of 
these  a large  majority  are  in  opposition  to  the  ad- 
ministration, and  to  the  press  which  supports  it; 
and  yet,  with  perfect  unanimity,  they  bear  unhesi- 
tating testimony  to  the  utter  groundlessness  of  the 
charge  made  by  the  members  from  Tennessee, 
[Messrs.  Crockett  and  Carter.]  It  appears  there 
was  not  the  slightest  circumstance  to  countenance 
it — not  a pretence  to  found  it  on.  It  was  made  on 
this  high  authority,  was  to  do  mischief  to  the  ad- 
ministration in  the  approaching  elections,  underthe 
hope  that  inquiry  might  be  baffled  during  the  rem- 
nant of  the  session,  or  that  the  committee  would 
not  be  able  to  examine  Ihe  whole  subject  submit- 
ted to  it;  and  that  as  it  could  not  report  in  full,  the 
evidence  would  not  come  out  in  time  to  correct 
what  I might  call  fabrication,  until  it  had  done  its 
work  for  the  party.  To  defeat  this  iniquitous 
scheme,  I felt  myself  called  on  to  seek  from  the 
same  quarter  the  same  evidence  which  the  com- 
mittee has  obtained,  and  I use  it  to  put  in  a proper 
light  before  the  country  those  who  would  abuse 
their  high  station  to  destroy  the  reputations  of  in- 
nocent men  for  party  objects. 

It  appears  from  the  official  and  verified  state- 
ments of  the  departments,  that  no  increase  of  price 
on  any  jobs  executed  for  them  by  the  Globe  office, 
has  in  any  instance  taken  place;  on  the  contrary, 
that  great  reductions  have  been  made  on  several; 
and  on  inquiry,  I learn  that  the  printers  and  others 
who  appeared  before  the  committee,  who  measured 
the  work,  and  made  the  requisite  calculations  to 
ascertain  whether  it  had  been  well  done  by  the 
Globe  office,  and  charged  for  according  to  law, 
proved,  as  far  as  they  progressed,  that  all  was  right. 

To  enable  the  public  to  judge  of  the  excess  of 
profits,  which  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Bond,]  by  his 
aggregate  of  0220,000,  would  make  the  impres- 
sion had  been  made  by  the  Globe  office,  I have 
obtained  from  Mr.  Rives,  who  has  the  entire  man- 
agement of  the  establishment,  the  following  state- 
ment: 

“The  prices  which  congress  pays  for  its  printing 
were  fixed  by  three  disinterested  practical  printers 
in  1819,  residing  in  different  sections  of  the  union. 
Two  weeks  after  the  Globe  office  commenced  print- 
ing for  congress,  (the  11th  December,  1835,)  the 
wages  of  journeymen  printers  were  raised  by  the 
typographical  society  of  this  city,  10  per  cent,  on 
former  prices.  That  rate  has  continued  eversince; 
but  the  price  paid  by  congress  has  remained  un- 
altered.” 

The  Globe  office  and  materials  cost  $40,000;  the 
wear  and  tear  of  materials  is  about  $'5,000  a year; 
the  interest  on  $40,000  is  $2,400:  the  hands  in  the 
Globe  office  have  been  paid  in  six  years  $140,000; 
the  paper  used  in  printing  for  the  departments  and 
congress,  cost  $68,000.” 

It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  from  the  foregoing 
statement,  that  the  actual  expenditure  of  the  Globe 
office,  in  connection  with  the  public  work,  is  $268,- 
000;  a sum  greatly  exceeding  the  amount  received 
from  the  treasury.  Yet  a reasonable  profit  has  bpen 
made  upon  the  public  work,  because  an  establish- 
ment adequate  to  its  performance  in  the  intervals 
of  public  employment,  and  in  association  with  if, 
is  enabled,  by  publishing  newspapers,  speeches  for 
members  of  Congress,  jobs  for  private  individuals, 
and  advertisements,  to  add  largely  to  its  income. 

I now  turn  to  the  public  printing  executed  at  the 
newspaper  offices  of  the  opposition  in  this  city. 
One  would  suppose  from  the  outcry  that  they,  at 
least,  had  been  proscribed,  as  they  pretend  the  of- 
fice-holding partisans  of  federalism  have  been,  and 
were  almost  starving  for  patronage,  while  the  Globe 
was  rioting  in  an  enormous  monopoly.  My  col- 
league— who  has  been  almost  petrified  with  horror 
at  the  extravagance  of  the  administrations  which 
(with  the  command  of  the  departments  and  majori- 
ties in  congress)  have,  in  a course  of  six  years,  al- 
lowed the  only  press  in  this  city  advocating  the  re- 
publican policy  to  derive  a reasonable  profit  on 


work  and  materials  furnished  to  the  amount  of 
$220,000 — does  not  think  worth  while  to  mention 
the  trifling  amount  which  has  passed  through  the 
mills  of  the  Intelligencer  and  Telegraph  during  the 
same  six  years,  and  when  both  were  devoted  to  the 
cause  of  the  opposition.  Every  body  in  Washing- 
ton knows  (it  is  of  record)  that  the  National  Intel- 
ligencer office,  house  and  lot,  types,  presses,  pro- 
fits due  and  to  become  due,  are  deeded  to  the  bank 
of  the  United  States  for  facilities  granted  it  at  va- 
rious limes,  amounting  to  between  ninety  and  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  This  is  prima  facie 
proof  that  it  has  been  starved  at  the  treasury  during 
the  six  years  that  the  Globe  has  rolled  in  such 
abundance.  I have  looked  to  the  record,  and  find 
that  the  editors  of  the  National  Intelligencer  have 
drawn  the  following  sums  from  the  treasury  during 
the  six  years  of  long  abstinence  that  the  Globe  in- 
terfered with  its  income: 

Gales  and  Seaton  received  during  the  six  yeaTS  be- 
ginning the  1st  October,  1831,  and  ending  the 
30th  September,  1837  - - $432,348  18 

Duff  Green  received  - - 363,293  94 


Together,  $795,642  12 

For  the  extra  session,  in  the  name  of 
Allen,  up  to  this  time  (7th  July) 

Gales  and  Seaton  have  received 
for  printing  to  the  house  - - $120,000  00 

In  addition  to  this,  is  an  appropria- 
tion of  $49,000,  which  has  just 
passed,  for  the  purchase  ol  Gales 
and  Seaton’s  Register  of  debates, 

(volumes  made  up  from  the  pages 
of  the  Intelligencer)  and  other 
books  which  they  have  printed  and 
kept  on  hand  for  distribution,  at 
the  expense  of  the  public,  among 
the  members.  Of  this  sum,  a few 
job  printers  in  this  city  will  come 
in  for  five  or  six  thousand  dollars. 

Gales  and  Seaton’s  part  will  be  at 

least 43,000  00 

For  work  ordered  at  this  session  and 
not  yet  paid  for,  there  will  be  added 
to  the  receipts  of  Gales  and  Seaton 
(in  the  name  of  Allen)  at  least  - 15,000  00 

The  sum  total  already  voted  by  the 

present  house  to  its  printers,  is  - 178,000  00 

If  the  next  session  of  three  months 
may  be  calculated  upon  as  the  ratio, 

(and  as  there  is  always  more  work 
done  in  the  same  space  of  lime  in 
the  short  session  than  the  long  one,) 
it  is  a fair  calculation  that  one- 
third  of  the  printing  expenditure 
already  incurred  by  the  house,  may 
be  set  down  for  the  coming  short 
session — that  is  59,000  00 

The  following  results  are  shown  by  the  com- 
parison: 

1st.  The  editors  of  the  Intelligencer  will  have 
received  for  the  printing  for  one  branch  during  ihe 
25 Ih  congress,  and  for  old  books  distributed  among 
the  members,  seventeen  thousand  dollars  more  than 
the  whole  amount  which  my  colleague  [Mr.  Bond] 
has  drawn  together  for  work  done  by  the  Globe  es-  j 
tablishment  for  all  the  departments,  and  for  con- 
gress, during  six  years. 

2d.  It  shows  that  the  two  leading  opposition 
presses  in  this  city  have  received  about  one  million 
dollars,  commencing  with  the  period  which  my 
colleague  [Mr.  Bond]  has  fixed  upon  as  beginning 
the  condemned  career  of  the  Globe  establishment. 

And  yet  my  colleague  sees  nothing  extraordinary 
in  the  enormous  expenditure  on  the  National  Intel- 
ligencer, but  is  shocked  at  the  pampered  condition 
of  the  Globe. 

But  if  the  difference  of  amounts  received  by  the 
two  establishments  is  amazing,  the  mode  in  which 
the  Intelligencer’s  receipts  have  been  so  swollen  is 
not  less  astonishing. 

Neither  branch  of  congress  has  ever  been  solici- 
ted by  the  proprietors  of  the  Globe  to  print  books 
for  distribution  among  the  members;  nor  have  any 
such  publications  been  voted  to  be  done  by  the 
Glfibe  office.  Only  two  works,  I understand,  have 
passed  through  its  press — the  Diplomatic  Corres- 
pondence of  the  United  States  from  1783  to  1789, 
and  the  Commercial  Regulations.  .The  former  was 
printed  for  less  than  it  had  been  done  for  previously; 
and  the  latter,  which  had  not  been  printed  before, 
was  printed  and  bound  at  less  than  congressional 
prices. 

The  enormous  sums  which  have  swelled  the 
bloated  receipts  of  the  Intelligencer,  are  made  up 
of  books  to  fill  the  private  libraries  of  members  of 
congress,  being  the  republication  of  old  state  pa- 
pers and  registers  of  debates,  containing  the  speech- 
es of  the  members  themselves.  This  system  of 
seducing  members  of  congress,  by  their  private  in- 
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terests  and  personal  vanity,  to  vote  the  wagon  loads 
of  volumes  annually  distributed  from  the  Intelli- 
gencer office,  began  before  I came  here.  The  old 
members  having  obtained  their  share,  the  new 
comers  do  not  refuse  what  has  been  previously 
printed  for  them:  and  the  old  members,  as  matter  of 
course,  vote  it,  because,  if  they  did  not,  it  would  be 
an  acknowledgment  that  they  had  taken  money 
from  the  treasury  to  make  perquisites  in  books  for 
themselves  to  which  they  were  not  entitled;  and  so 
this  abuse  is  handed  down  from  congress  to  con- 
gress by  the  rump  of  the  old  members,  who  are 
obliged  to  give  to  the  new  members  the  douceur  of 
books  which  they  had  previously  shared  among 
themselves.  I voted  for  this  resolution.  I regret 
that  I done  so.  I did  not  understand,  at  the  time, its 
full  bearing,  and  the  amount  it  involved;  and  I now 
say,  that  the  portion  of  the  books  which  falls  to  me, 
is  the  property  of  the  government,  and  at  its  ser- 
vice, whenever  it  maybe  found  advantageous  to 
surrender  them.  The  senate  have  again  and  again 
voted  down  this  appropriation;  but  the  majority  in 
the  bouse  then  tack  it  on  some  indispensable  ap- 
propriation bill,  and  compel  the  senate  to  vote  it, 
and  the  president  to  sign  it,  or  else  lose  the  means 
of  supporting  some  regular  establishment  of  the 
government,  and  be  compelled  to  throw  the  busi- 
ness of  the  country  into  confusion,  or  leave  it  un- 
done. The  forty  odd  thousand  dollars  appropriated 
to  the  Intelligencer’s  book  contribution,  was  re- 
jected by  the  senate  at  the  present  session,  as  here- 
tofore; but  it  was  afterwards  coupled  by  the  house 
with  the  bill  “to  provide  for  the  support  of  the  mili- 
tary academy  of  the  United  States  for  the  year 
1S38,  and  for  other  purposes,”  and  so  forced  upon 
the  senate  and  president.  It  is  in  this  way,  when 
the  federalists  have  a majority  in  either  branch  of 
Congress,  that  they  compel  a democratic  adminis- 
tration to  submit  to  the  appropriation  of  unneces- 
sary millions,  with  which,  by  log-rolling,  they 
load  the  bills  indispensable  to  the  support  of  go- 
vernment. Their  corrupt  appropriations  to  sub- 
serve private,  local,  and  personal  interests,  are  al- 
ways tacked  to  a bill  which  must  be  passed,  or  the 
government  be  stopped. 

But  another  mode  is  adopted  by  the  federal  party 
having  the  majority  in  either  house,  to  swell  the 
expenses  against  the  wishes  of  the  administration, 
and  then  charge  the  extravagance  to  it.  Forex- 
ample,  at  the  present  session,  the  house  printed 
more  than  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  docu- 
ments, many  of  them  not  worth  the  paper  (now’ 
made  waste  paper,)  on  which  they  are  printed.  Ot 
this  sort  is  a volume  of  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
eight  pages,  consisting  entirely  of  the  cancelled 
drafts  of  the  treasury  which  my  colleague  [Mr. 
Bond]  called  for,  and  had  printed.  He  could  have 
had  no  motive  in  calling  for  this  but  to  make  a fat 
job  of  rule  and  figure  work  for  Gales  and  Seaton. 
It  is  just  as  valuable  a work  as  so  many  cancelled 
checks  drawn  on  a bank.  In  the  beginning  of  the 
session,  Mr.  Garland  of  Virginia,  a conservative, 
called  for  the  correspondence  of  the  treasury  with 
the  banks.  The  house  was  informed  that  there 
were  not  clerks  in  the  department  sufficient  to  pre- 
are  it  during  the  term  of  the  members.  It  would 
ave  made  a fat  job  of  at  least  $50,000,  on  which 
the  gentleman’s  friend,  Mr.  Allen,  would  have  had 
a per  centage,  and  Gales  and  Seaton  their  profits. 
Another  call  was  made  by  him  for  all  the  documents 
in  regard  to  the  defaulters  to  the  treasury;  and  this 
would  have  been  to  copy  and  print  the  papers  of 
the  office  of  the  solicitor  of  the  treasury  out  and 
out.  This  would,  besides  the  expense  of  copying, 
cost  at  least  $50,000  more  for  printing.  It  was 
found  there  were  not  clerks  enough  to  make  the 
copies,  and  Mr.  Garland  moved  a resolution  to  au- 
thorize new  appointments  for  this  purpose,  but  it 
failed.  This  shows  what  the  conservatives  and 
whigs  wovld  have  rlone,  by  way  of  bringing  grist  to 
Gales  and  Seaton’s  press,  to  afford  vast  profits  to 
them,  and  increase  the  per  centage  of  Allen.  What 
they  have  done  appears  from  the  gross  sum  of  a 
hundred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars  for  the  extra 
and  present  session  of  the  house  printing,  with  an 
arrear  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars  yet  to  be  received 
for  it,  with  forty-three  thousand  dollars  for  books; 
and  at  least  fifty-nine  thousand  dollars  to  be  realiz- 
ed, at  the  same  rate,  for  the  approaching  session, 
showing  an  aggregate  of  TWO  HUNDRED  and 
THIRTY-SEVEN  THOUSAND  DOLLARS  for 
one  branch  of  congress  for  one  congressional  term; 
whereas  Messrs.  Blair  and  Rives  have  received, 
during  the  six  years  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Bond,] 
has  scanned  their  printing,  only  one  hundred  and 
six  thousand  dollars  for  congress  printing  and  ma- 
terials, and  one  hundred  and  fourteen  thousand  from 
all  the  departments,  (or  the  same  time. 

But  the  most  scandalous  part  of  this  history  of 
the  printing  of  the  house  is  yet  to  be  told.  Al- 
though Gales  and  Seaton  receive  all  this  money  for 


printing,  they  were  not  elected  its  printers.  Allen 
was  elected  to  perform  this  confidential  trust,  al- 
though he  had  only  about  21  or  22  votes,  in  a house 
of  242  members.  Does  it  not  look  as  though  after 
three  days’  balloting  a corrupt  bargain  was  made, 
under  which  it  was  arranged  that  Allen  was  to  be- 
come nominally  the  printer  to  the  house,  but  Gales 
and  Seaton  were  to  do  the  work  and  receive  the 
pay?  After  the  caucus  was  held  which  consumma- 
ted the  infamous  agreement,  (if  such  was  the  case,) 
by  which  it  was  stipulated  that  Gales  and  Seaton’s 
friends  would  go  over  to  Allen  and  unite  with  the 
conservatives  in  his  election,  suspicions  were  ex- 
cited by  the  announcement  of  this  determination; 
and  several  of  the  honest  conservatives,  whose  votes 
W'ere  necessary  to  the  success  of  Allen,  interro- 
gated him  as  to  the  supposed  intention  of  transfer- 
ring the  printing  to  Gales  and  Seaton.  He  denied 
positively  that  there  existed  such  an  engagement, 
and  pledged  himself  to  execute  the  printing  in  his 
own  office,  declaring  that  he  was  making  provision 
for  that  purpose.  That  he  made  the  pledge,  and 
forfeited  it,  it  is  established  by  the  statement  of  a 
member  on  this  floor,  (Mr.  Snyder,  of  Illinois.) 
Their  votes  were,  in  effect,  sold  to  Gales  and  Sea- 
ton, although  they  protested  in  advance,  against 
being  made  accessary  to  such  a shameful  and  cor- 
rupt transaction. 

Mr.  Chairman,  a high  public  trust,  personal  in  its 
character,  has  been  farmed  out  in  violation  of  all 
principle  and  decency,  to  individuals  to  whom  it  is 
known  a majority  of  this  body,  as  well  as  their  con- 
stituents, were  unwilling  to  confide  it;  and  Allen, 
in  violation  of  another  republican  principle,  holds 
a sinecure.  Will  any  one  hereafter  say,  that  this 
house  is  to  be  trusted  to  elect  the  chief  magistrate 
of  this  country,  when  it  is  found,  that  in  electing  a 
printer,  pecuniary  considerations,  the  bases  of  bar- 
gaining between  parties,  have  controlled  the  result. 

Another  natural  consequence  of  this  bargaining, 
has  been  discovered  before  the  committee  appointed 
to  investigate  the  subject.  This  committee  being 
appointed  at  the  heel  of  the  session,  has  not  yet  had 
time  to  make  full  investigation,  and  report;  but  I 
feel  at  liberty  to  use  the  information  which  1 have 
derived  from  a witness,  sworn  before  it.  A first 
rate  practical  'printer,  called  on  by  that  committee 
to  measure  the  work  and  calculate  the  price  W’hich 
it  was  lawful  to  charge  for  it,  and  compare  it  with 
that  w hich  Gales  and  Seaton,  in  the  name  of  Allen, 
as  printer  to  this  house,  had  received  for  it,  found 
that  the  first  document  printed  for  this  house  at  this 
session,  by  Gales  and  Seaton,  was  fraudulently 
printed;  and  that  by  diminishing  the  page,  and  using 
types  different  from  those  authorized  by  law,  they 
had  made  an  illicit  profit,  amounting  to  between 
thirteen  and  fourteen  hundred  dollars.  Heexamin- 
ed  another  document,  and  found  a like  fraud  com- 
mitted; and  an  unlawful  profit  of  between  3 and 
$400  obtained  by  it.  This  was  but  a beginning. 
The  committee  had  not  time  to  prosecute  the  in- 
quiry further  at  this  session;  and  asked  leave  to  con- 
tinue it  at  the  next,  which  was  granted.  I have  a 
statement  of  these  facts,  in  writing,  from  the  wit- 
ness, as  sworn  to  by  him  before  the  committee. 
He  is  a first-rate  printer,  well  acquainted  w ith  con- 
gressional w ork,  and  of  unimpeachable  character. 

I have  little  doubt  from  this  commencement  that  it 
will  be  found  in  the  end,  that  Gales  and  Seaton 
have  made  as  much  out  of  their  frauds,  as  will  pay 
Allen  the  per  centage  he  required  as  compensation 
for  the  deception  practised  upon  those  conservatives 
whom  he  betrayed;  and  to  make  good  to  those  w ho 
acted  with  him  his  promise,  to  convert  the  consi- 
deration lie  received  into  the  means  of  supporting 
the  press  established  in  this  city  for  their  common 
benefit.  All  the  legitimate  profits  upon  the  public 
work  will  thus,  probably,  be  cleared  to  the  Intelli- 
gencer; and  the  aliment  of  the  Madisonian  will  be 
derived  from  the  frauds  committed  by  his  whig  ac- 
complices on  the  treasury.  How  characteristic 
this  of  the  two  printing  concerns,  and  the  two  par- 
ties which  entered  into  the  vile  coalition  that  gave 
birth  to  the  bastard  Madisonian?  Is  it  not  notori- 
ously fed  on  offal  of  the  foul  peculations  of  the  In- 
telligencer? And  this  is  an  earnest  of  what  the  fe- 
deral party  will  do  for  the  little  Spartan  band  of 
conservatives,  who  shall  have  joined  their  standard, 
in  the  event  of  success.  They  will,  rio  doubt,  give 
them  a share  of  the  plunder,  but  not  an  atom  of  the 
power,  of  the  government. 

Will  not  the  American  people  ask,  for  whose  in- 
terests the  honor  of  the  great  representative  body  of 
this  country  has  been  compromised,  and  its  hall 
made  a market  place,  in  which  the  votes  of  members, 
and  a high  public  trust,  have  become  a subject  of 
mercenary  barter  between  the  leaders  of  two  parties 
assuming  to  be  actuated  by  lofty  political  principles? 
When  understood,  their  principles  are  like  the  man 
for  whom  they  have  sacrificed  the  noble  character  of 
the  country.  He  is  an  Englishman,  a perfect  pros- 


titute in  politics — notoriously  the  stipendiary  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States — and  the  ready  instrument 
of  every  faction,  which,  in  alliance  with  that  insti- 
tution, would  contribute  to  the  overthrow  of  our  re- 
publican institutions.  He  is  an  alien,  too,  in  all  his 
feelings.  He  was  found  the  willing  organ  of  Goros- 
liza  in  vindicating  the  ciuel  and  perfidious  conduct 
of  Mexico  towards  our  citizens,  and  its  insults  to  our 
government.  He  took  the  part  of  France  when  she 
shamefully  withheld  the  indemnity  she  was  pledged 
by  treaty  to  pay,  and  endeavored  lo  throw  the  blame 
on  our  government,  and  raise  a party  for  France,  in 
case  we  were  driven  to  war  in  defence  of  our  rights. 
He  has  encouraged  the  resistance  of  the  Indians  to 
the  policy  of  the  government,  and  stimulated  the 
feeling  which  led  to  the  butchery  of  so  many  gallant 
men,  the  exhaustion  of  the  public  treasury,  and  the 
ruin  of  the  Indians,  whose  cause  he  pretended  to  es- 
pouse. It  is  on  this  dishonest  fraudulent  English- 
man, that  more  than  a million  of  the  public  money 
has  been  lavished  from  first  to  last.  And  yet  my 
colleague,  (Mr.  Bond,)  and  the  party  w’ith  which 
he  is  associated,  think  him  poorly  compensated. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I think  I have  said,  perhaps  more 
than  once,  that  there  are  existing  abuses;  and  for 
reasons  which  I have  given,  abuses  will  exist.  But 
if  ‘‘those  who  administer  this  government  were  as 
pure  as  the  angels  that  minister  in  heaven,”  there 
would  be  lean,  lank,  hungry,  unprincipled  hyenas 
to  howl  around  this  capitol,  with  appetites  prepared, 
not  only  to  devour  the  reputation  of  those  who  live 
to  administer  the  government,  but  the  grave  itself 
would  be  insufficient  to  secure  the  dead  from  their 
blighting  and  withering  howl. 

My  colleague  has  finished  his  speech  with  a case 
from  the  Old  Testament  Scriptures,  illustrative,  as 
he  supposes,  of  the  corrupting  influence  of  power 
upon  the  democratic  party,  the  total  want  of  analogy 
betw’een  which,  in  some  of  its  strongest  points,  may 
be  easily  perceived;  for  while  Hazael  came  to  the 
throne  by  the  murder  of  his  master,  that  is,  through 
blood  and  crime,  the  present  and  }iast  administra- 
tions came  into  power,  not  by  crime  and  blood,  but 
by  the  suffrages  of  a free  and  independent  people; 
and  by  the  same  operation  which  brought  these  ad- 
ministrations into  pow’er,  was  a corrupt  and  usurped 
administration  politically  throttled,  and  its  corrupt 
workers  of  iniquity  thrown  into  the  mud.  But,  sir, 
to  the  Scriptural  case.  I shall  close  my  remarks  by  a 
reference  to  a case  from  the  same  high  authority.  Sir, 
the  course  of  the  party  at  present  out  of  power— but 
earnestly  desiring,  and  sparing  no  pains,  labor,  or  ex- 
pense, to  get  into  power — reminds  me,  and  may  re- 
mind the  country  forcibly,  of  the  case  of  the  unfor- 
tunate Absalom.  I refer  not  to  his  contriving  the 
death  of  Amnon,  nor  his  forming  a conspiracy  with 
Ahithophel  against  the  administration  of  the  govern- 
ment, but  to  his  ambition,  and  (he  means  he  used 
W’ith  the  people  to  carry  his  designs. 

Being  suffered  to  return  from  bis  banishment  info 
the  neighborhood  of  the  throne,  he  plied  his  political 
wiles  with  the  unsuspecting  people,  alleging  that 
justice  was  not  done  them,  promising  if  he  was  put 
into  office,  that  tilings  should  be  made  better.  Thus 
speaking,  and  forming  a party  against  the  govern- 
ment, we  are  told  that  Absalom  rose  up  early,  and 
stood  beside  the  way  of  the  gate,  and  if  any  man 
had  a controversy,  and  came  to  the  king  for  judg- 
ment, then  Absalom  said  “The  matters  are  good  and 
right,  but  there  is  no  man  deputed  of  the  king  to  hear 
thee.  O!  that  I were  made  judge  in  the  land,  that 
every  man  which  hath  a suit  or  cause,  might  come 
unto  me,  and  I would  do  him  justice.”  And  it  was 
so  that  when  any  man  came  nigh  to  him  to  do  him 
obeisance,  he  put  forth  his  hand,  and  took  him  and 
kissed  him.  So  Absalom  stole  the  hearts  of  the  men 
if  Israel.  He  sent  spies  throughout  the  land  (politi- 
cal missionaries)  to  all  the  tribes  of  Israel  and  un- 
der pretence  of  piety  towards  God,  he  left  Jerusalem 
for  Hebron,  where  he  was  to  set  up  his  authority. 
But  ere  his  mad  ambition  obtained  its  consumma- 
tion, the  beast  which  he  rode  forsook  its  rider,  and 
Absalom  fell  by  the  hand  of  trusty  Joab,  who  made 
his  grave  in  a pit. 

Absalom  went  out  to  war  upon  a mule — a mon- 
grel beast,  half  horse,  hall'  ass.  What  kind  of  a mon- 
grel hobby  is  the  present  opposition  mounted  on? 
Bank,  anti-bank — tar.ff,  anti  tariff — masonic,  and 
anti-masonic,  &c.  &c.  They  have  no  opinion  in 
common,  except  it  is  hostility  to  the  people’s  best 
interests,  and  a contempt  for  their  understanding,  or, 
in  other  words,  a decided  hatred  to  the  simple  insti- 
tutions of  democracy.  But  when  the  people  shall 
rise  in  their  strength,  this  modern  mule  shall  forsake 
its  riders,  and  leave  them  to  the  late  of  Absalom. 

With  all  the  ambition  and  chicanery  of  Absalom, 
backed  by  the  cunning  of  his  councellor,  A hithophel, 
the  federal  party  never  can  again  succeed  in  getting 
into  power.  They  have  been  driven  into  political 
banishment,  from  which  they  never  will  be  permit- 
tedtto  return. 
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CHRONICLE. 

Naval.  The  U.  S.  brig  Porpoise,  lieutenant 
commodore  Ringgold,  left  the  Navy  Yard  at  New 
York,  on  Sunday  evening,  and  put  to  sea,  for  Nor- 
folk, were  she  joins  the  exploring  squadron.  The 
following  is  a list  of  officers: 

Lieut,  commanding — Cadwalader  Ringgold. 

1st  lieut. — M.  G.  L.  Claiborne. 

2d  lieut. — Aug.  L.  Case. 

3rd  lieutenant  and  acting  master — G.  F.  Em- 
mons. 

Acting  surgeon— -Charles  F.  B.  Gillou. 

The  Journal  of  Commerce  says: — “The  Porpoise 
left  us  amid  hearty  cheers  from  the  government 
vessels  at  this  station,  and  carries  with  her  the  best 
wishes  of  thousands.  We  cannot  refrain  from  con- 
gratulating the  officers  upon  the  change  of  feeling 
toward  this  long  delayed  and  much  abused  expedi- 
tion, not  only  among  the  public  at  large,  but  more 
particularly  in  the  navy  itself.  If  in  the  vast  field 
tor  hydrographical  research  and  scientific  explora- 
tion, any  thing  can  be  accomplished  by  activity, 
perseverance  and  energy,  guided  by  nautical 
science,  we  may  surely  expect  it  from  this  expedi- 
tion.” 

The  Army  and  Navy  Chronicle  mentions  as  a 
rumor,  that  the  ship  of  the  line  Ohio  is  to  be  fitted 
out  for  the  Mediterranean  station,  under  the  com- 
mand of  commodore  Hull. 

Old  Ironsides.  The  Norfolk  Herald  of  Friday 
has  the  following  notice  of  the  gallant  old  ship  Con- 
stitution, which  arrived  in  Hampton  Rhodes  on 
Tuesday  the  30th  ult. 

The  Constitution  frigate  came  up  on  Wednesday 
afternoon,  and  anchored  off  the  naval  hospital.  The 
steamboat  Old  Dominion  was  engaged  to  assist  the 
stout  old  warrior  into  our  port — but  with  a “thank’s 
for  nothing.”  Old  Ironsides  did  not  wait  to  be  as- 
sisted, but  spread  her  wings  and  came  up  alone,  be- 
fore the  streamboat  had  got  cleverly  under  weigh. 
Nearly  the  whole  crew  of  the  Constitution  have 
run  out  their  term  of  service,  and  about  two  hun- 
dred of  their,  demanded  their  discharge  the  moment 
the  ship  came  to  anchor,  which  was  granted,  and 
they  were  as  promptly  sent  on  shore.  We  learn 
that  their  behaviour  on  the  occasion  did  not  com- 
port with  the  character  of  “Yankee  tars,”  though 
it  must  be  confessed  they  had  right  on  their  side. 

The  commodore  has  not  yet  left  the  ship — proba- 
bly because  the  condition  of  the  crew  requires  his 
presence. 

While  the  ship  was  being  moored,  a man  fell 
from  the  main  topgallant  yard  and  was  instantly 
killed  His  name  was  Batler — a foreigner  by  birth. 

This  is  the  first  visit  we  have  had  from  this  gal- 
lant ship  since  the  late  war.  She  now  rides  proud- 
ly at  her  moorings  abreast  of  the  town,  the  tout  en- 
semble presenting  a most  imposing  spectacle  as 
viewed  from  the  town.  The  ships  now  at  the  an- 
chorage, are  five  in  number,  moored  in  the  followr- 
ing  order — the  Constitution,  Peacock,  Macedonian, 
Vincennes,  and  Relief. 

Colton.  The.  editoi  of  the  New  York  Herald, 
writing  from  Liverpool  under  date  of  20th  July, 
says — 

During  the  last  few  months,  since  the  cotton  has 
been  arriving  in  great  quantities  from  the  United 
States,  there  has  been  a great  struggle  here  be- 
tween the  buyers  and  sellers  about  the  prices.  The 
large  holders  here  have  been  straining  every  nerve 
to  hold  the  cotton  ill  order  to  keep  up  the  prices — 
the  spinners  and  manufacturers  have  been  pursu- 
ing the  opposite  policy  of  taking  as  little  as  possible. 
I think  the  contest  will  be  governed  by  the  crops  in 
this  country  and  the  ability  of  the  bank  in  the 
United  States — that  is  to  say,  it  will  terminate  in  a 
compromise,  leaving  the  prices  and  demand  nearly 
as  they  are  at  present. 

For  two  years  to  come,  the  cotton  market  will 
not  vary  much.  It  will  take  that  time  to  start  in 
a fresh  career  under  the  new  impulses  now  in 
action.  But  for  the  United  States  Bank,  and  the 
other  banks  of  our  country  that  came  into  the  mar- 
ket including  also  their  policy  of  a suspension  of 
specie  payments,  the  value  of  our  present  cotton 
crop  would  have  been  $10,000,000  less  than  it  will 
fetch.  The  agents  of  the  United  States  Bank  here, 
Humphries  & Biddle,  have  an  immense  stock  on 
hand,  and  are  daily  receiving  more.  Only  consider 
that  at  this  moment  there  are  120  American  ships 
in  this  port — in  London,  only  half  a dozen.  The 
policy  of  delaying  the  resumption  of  specie  pay- 
ments in  the  south,  whatever  be  the  morals  of  it, 
has  undoubtedly  realized  $10,000,000  to  the  United 
States  that  would  have  been  thrown  away  here. 

Escape  of  Uncles.  The  New  Orleans  Picayune 
of  the  21st  ultimo,  says,  that  Uncles,  who  was  in 
jail  in  that  city,  charged  with  stealing  the  jewels 
from  the  bank  of  the  Metropolis,  Washington,  suc- 


ceeded in  making  his  escape  on  the  night  of  the 
20th,  by  cutting  his  way  through  a plank  partition 
four  inches  thick,  and  then  making  a hole  in  the 
brick  wall  of  sufficient  size  to  let  him  out. 

Health  of  the  cities.  In  New  York  last  week 
there  were  202  deaths — more  than  half  of  which 
were  persons  under  two  years  of  age.  There  were 
two  deaths  by  hydrophobia. 

There  were  190  deaths  in  Philadelphia  last 
wee  k,  114  of  which  were  children  under  two  years 
of  age. 

In  Baltimore  last  week  there  were  78  deaths — 
48  being  children  under  two  years  of  age. 

In  Cincinnati  during  the  week  ending  on  the  1st, 
there  were  42  interments,  of  which  25  were  chil- 
dren. The  Cincinnati  Gazette  of  the  4th  remarks: 

, “Notwithstanding  the  continuance  of  warm.weather 
our  city  still  continues  healthy  ior  the  season. 
There  is  considerable  sickness  among  children, 
but  at  this  season  of  the  year  this  is  the  case  al- 
most everywhere 

In  Washington,  forty-one  deaths  have  been  re- 
ported to  the  board  of  health,  for  the  month  ending 
July  31.  Of  these,  there  were  of  the  age  of  two 
years  and  under,  25;  between  2 and  10,6;  between 
10  and  30,4;  between  30  and  50,4;  between  50  and 
SO,  2. 

Diseases. — Summer  complaint,  15;  scarlet  fever, 
3;  accident,  1;  not  reported,  3;  inflammation  of  brain, 
3;  dysentery,  3;  intemperance,  2;  drinking  cold 
water,  2;  consumption,  3;  water  on  the  brain,  1; 
rheumatism,  1;  mumps,  1;  abscess,  1;  killed,  1; 
still-born,  1. 


The  Ohio  River,  is  unusually  low  for  the  season, 
there  being  as  we  are  informed  by  pilots,  less  than 
three  feet  water  in  (lie  channel,  between  Wheeling 
and  Pittsburgh.  A number  of  the  lightest  boats,  are 
plying  regularly  from  this  to  Pittsburgh,  carrying 
but  a small  quantity  of  freight,  although  filled  with 
passengers.  In  consequence  of  the  low  stage  of  the 
river,  freight  has  advanced  to  one  dollar  per  hundred 
from  Pittsburgh,  and  cabin  passage  to  Cincinnati, 
eighteen  dollars. 

A number  of  boats  of  the  second  class,  continue 
to  run  from  this  city  to  St.  Louis,  without  much  in- 
terruption, and  with  a slight  advance  on  passage  and 
freight.  [Cin.  Rep.  of  Aug.  2. 

Charles  L.  Bonaparte,  (prince  of  Musignano) 
who  distinguished  himself  in  our  country  by  his  orni- 
thological ’researches,  particularly  by  his  continua- 
tion of  Wilson’s  work,  has  lately  published  a geo- 
graphical and  comparative  list  of  the  birds  of  Eu- 
rope and  America. 

The  New  Brunswick  Fredonian  states  that  the 
connecting  link  between  the  Trenlon  and  Philadel- 
phia rail  road  and  the  New  Jersey  rail  road,  which 
now  terminates  at  New  Brunswick,  will  be  complet- 
ed before  the  close  of  the  present  year,  making  an 
uninterrupted  line  of  rail  road  from  Washington  to 
New  York. 


The  British  army.  Return  of  the  numbers  of  the 
descriptions  of  aimed  force  in  the  United  Kingdom, 
on  1st  January,  1838.  “The  regular  army  of  all 
ranks.” 

Great  Britain.  Ireland.  Total. 
Cavalry  *5,601  2,035  7,636 

Foot  Guards  4,051  635  4,696 

infantry  *14,627  16,629  31,256 


Total  24,279  19,309  43,588 

including  the  depots  of  India  regiments. 

Adjutant  general's  office,  30th  April,  1838. 

John  Macdonald,  A.  G. 

Hayti.  The  schooner  Orient,  at  New  York  in 
15  days  from  Port  au  Prince,  reports  that  the  new 
tariff,  reducing  the  import  duties,  had  passed  the 
house  of  representatives  and  was  sanctioned  by  the 
senate,  and,  it  was  expected,  would  be  enforced 
immediately. 

Limestone.  A gentleman  of  Genesee,  New  York, 
in  digging  a well,  has  hit  upon  a bed  of  what  he 
supposed  at  first  to  be  plaster  of  Paris,  but  which 
turns  out  to  be  friable  limestone,  from  the  applica- 
tion of  which  to  the  soil  much  benefit  has  been  de- 
rived. The  material  is  represented  to  be  easily 
dug  with  a pick,  and  productive  of  great  fertilizing 
effects,  as  attested  by  a single  years  experience. 
The  whole  of  the  country  of  the  old  states  abounds 
in  one  description  or  other  of  fertilizing  material, 
which,  if  properly  made  use  of,  will,  in  the  course 
of  a few  years,  restore  our  soil  to  its  primitive  rich- 
ness. Farmers,  instead  of  running  away  lo  the 
west,  should  pay  attention  to  this  fact,  as  in  doing 
so  they  may  rest  assured  of  an  ample  return  for  their 
trouble,  [Balt.  Arne. 


Most  infamous  and  inhuman  conduct.  It  will  be 
recollected  that  capt.  Davis,  of  the  schooner  Henry 
Camerdon,  of  Philadelphia,  rescued  a number  of 
the  passengers  from  the  ill-fated  Pulaski,  and  car- 
ried them  into  Wilmington,  N.  C.  The  Henry 
Camerdon  arrived  this  morning  from  that  port  and 
has  furnished  us  with  an  account  of  the  following 
infamous  and  inexcusable  conduct  on  the  part  of 
the  captain  of  a schooner,  the  name  of  whom  w:e  re- 
gret is  not  recollected.  The  information  was  com- 
municated to  captain  D.  by  his  pilot,  and  can  be 
implicitly  relied  upon, 

The  schooner  Merchant,  of  Elizabeth  city  N.  C. 
bound  to  Wilmington,  N.  C.  with  a cargo  of  corn, 
passed  the  passengers  on  the  wreck  of  the  Pulaski, 
heard  their  desperate  cries  for  aid,  saw  them  strug- 
gling with  the  waves,  when  even  hope  had  almost 
forsaken  them,  and  notwithstanding  he  was  dis- 
tinctly hailed  by  them  he  refused  to  offer  them  any 
assistance,  and  proceeded  on  his  course.  The 
reason  which  he  afterwards  assigned  for  this  wan- 
ton and  murderous  neglect  of  duty  was  thatAe  fear- 
ed another  vessel  bound  to  the  same  port  as  himself, 
would  get  in  before  him. 

We  trust  that  the  Wilmington,  N.  C.  papers  will 
ascertain  the  name  of  this  inhuman  monster,  and 
publish  it  in  connection  with  his  infamy. 

[Philadelphia  Exchange  Books. 

It  is  3aid  that  the  Great  Western  made  over  $40, 
000  on  her  two  last  trips.  This  may  be  exaggerat- 
ed, but  her  last  trip  was  certainly  a very  lucrative 
one.  Already  several  of  her  berths  are  engaged. 
Passengers  come  here  from  the  West  India  islands, 
and  from  Nova  Scotia  even  as  well  as  the  Canadas. 

I Nat.  lnt. 

Benefit  to  the  United  Slaies  of  Atlantic  steam  navi- 
gation. Mr.  James  R.  Wilson,  president  of  the 
Tioga  Navigation  company,  went  out  in  the  Great 
Western,  arrived  in  London  in  fourteen  days,  suc- 
ceeded in  negotiating  a loan  for  the  company  over 
which  he  presides,  on  very  favorable  terms;  con- 
tracted for  iron  lor  constructing  their  rail  road;  saw 
the  lions  of  the  British  metropolis  and  returned  in 
the  Great  Western;  being  absent  exactly  six  weeks. 
We  congratulate  the  company  on  the  success  of 
their  agent,  and  the  country  on  the  advantage 
which  will  be  derived  from  the  increased  introduc- 
tion of  British  capital  which  steam  navigation  will 
bring  among  us.  [ Philad . U.  S.  Gazette. 

Rail  road  safety.  In  providing  against  bursting 
of  boilers  in  steamboats,  we  are  bound  to  guard 
against  danger  on  rail  roads  from  an  accident  ter- 
rible in  its  consequences,  when  it  does  happen  to 
reach  passengers.  We  allude  to  parts  of  the  rail 
road  iron  which  being  insecurely  bolted  on  the 
stone  or  wooden  foundation,  start  or  roll  when  the 
engine  passes  over.  It  has  been  know'n  that  a piece 
ofiron  thus  loosened  lias  shot  up  through  the  cars 
with  the  velocity  of  a cannot  ball,  passing  through 
the  top,  and  fortunately  not  touching  a passenger. 
Recently  in  Pennsylvania  a piece  of  iron  went 
through  the  skirts  of  a gentleman’s  coat,  and  cut  the 
veil  otf  a ladies’  bonnet,  and  passed  through  with- 
out injury. 

Great  attention  and  constant  examination  should 
be  made  of  the  rails,  to  see  on  the  whole  line  that 
they  are  properly  secured.  [Ah  Y.  Star. 

Caution.  A fly  entered  the  ear  of  a harvest  hand 
at  work  in  a field  in  Miami  county,  and  although 
the  insect  was  soon  extracted,  the  ear  continued 
painful  for  several  days.  The  person  called  upon  a 
physician,  who  on  an  examination  found  the  fly 
had  left  some  of  her  progeny  in  his  ear,  w hich  were 
grow'n  to  medium  size,  from  1-4  to  12  inch.  The 
physician  succeeded  in  dislodging  35,  which  proved 
to  be  all  that  were  in  the  ear. 

[ Columbus  ( Ohio)  Register. 

The  best  application  is  at  once  to  fill  the  ear  with 
laudanum  or  brandy,  and  let  it  remain  in  for  a short 
time.  It  kills  the  insect  nearly  as  soon  as  oil,  but 
what  is  better,  allays  the  spasmodic  excitement  of 
the  tympanum  or  drum  of  the  ear,  which  seems  to 
the  patient  like  the  fluttering  of  the  insect,  and  is 
worse  than  the  insect’s  motion  itself. 

Sitk.  The  Messrs.  Cheneys  of  New  Jersey,  ob- 
tained a hundred  bushels  of  fine  cocoons  from  their 
first  crop  of  silk  wrorms,  whose  labors  were  per- 
fected about  a fortnight  since,  and  for  which  they 
have  already  received  the  state  bounty.  Great 
progress  is  making  in  this  species  of  culture  in 
every  part  of  the  state,  as  well  as  in  Pennsylvania, 
Maryland,  North  Carolina,  Massachusetts,  Connec- 
ticut, Rhode  Island,  and  several  other  states. 

[ Trenton  Emporium. 

On  Friday  evening  the  3d  instant,  the  convention 
of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  church  of  Maryland, 
elected  to  the  office  of  bishop  of  that  diocess,  the 
right  reverend  Jackson  Kemper,  at  present  mission- 
ary bishop  in  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi. 
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Neapolitan  indemnity.  From  the  Washing- 
ton Globe,  we  learn  that  the  5th  instalment  of  the 
Neapolitan  indemnity  has  been  paid  to  the  agent  of 
the  United  States  in  Paris,  and  is  now  in  the  course 
of  transmission  to  this  country  in  gold. 

Notice  of  the  amount  and  places  of  payment  will 
be  given  by  the  treasury  department,  as  soon  as  the 
nstt  proceeds  are  computed. 

Mexico.  The  following  extract  from  a speech 
of  the  president  of  Mexico,  on  the  closing  of  the 
la*t  session  of  the  National  congress,  confirms 
the  statement  in  page  387,  that  all  points  in  dis- 
pute between  this  country  and  Mex,co  are  about  to 
be  settled  by  the  mediation  of  a friendly  power. 
Mr.  Martinez,  the  Mexican  minister,  who  has  been 
for  sometime  in  New  Oilcans,  is  now  in  this  city. 
Translated  for  the  Globe,  from  a speech  addressed  by 

the  president  of  Mexico  to  the  National  congress 

on  closing  its  session  on  the  30 th  June  last. 

“You  also  know  that  the  government  of  the 
United  States  has  accepted  the  offer  of  arbitration, 
by  a friendly  power,  made  to  it  on  the  part  of  that 
of  Mexico,  for  the  purpose  of  restoring  the  good 
understanding  and  harmony  which  have  been  un- 
fortunately interrupted.  While  I lamented  the  un- 
satisfactory state  of  our  relations,  I never  doubted 
that  the  cabinet  ot  the  United  States  would,  in  the 
end,  be  ready  to  come  to  a settlement  in  a manner 
reasonable  and  conformable  with  the  civilization 
and  with  the  philanthropic  sentiments  prevailing 
both  in  Mexico  and  the  United  States.  Far,  there- 
fore, from  repeating  the  complaints  mutually  made, 
the  two  governments  will  employ  themselves  only 
in  obtaining  such  a definitive  and  satisfactory  ar- 
rangement as  may  cause  the  differences  which 
have  endangered  the  peace  between  us  and  our 
neighbors,  to  be  forgotten.  The  law  of  neutrality 
lately  passed  by  the  congress  of  the  American  con- 
federacy', and  the  assurances  given  to  our  minister, 
should  cause  us  to  be  content  with  regard  to  the 
sincerity  and  frankness  of  their  intentions.” 

Conspiracy  at  Havana.  The  New  Orleans 
Bulletin  of  tfie  10th  instant  says:  A letter  received 
by  & cominei cial  house  in  this  citv.  from  a corres- 
pondent at  Havana,  confirms  the  statement  pub- 
lished in  the  Bulletin  of  j'esterday.  The  writer 
says  that  a Carlist  conspiracy  had  been  detected 
among  some  of  the  regiments  stationed  at  Havana, 
and  many  arrests  and  executions  had  taken  place. 
From  this  it  would  appear  that  we  were  mistaken 
as  to  the  cause  of  the  revolt  as  originating  in  dis- 
satisfaction with  the  removal  of  general  Tacon. 
The  object  of  the  conspirators  was  to  wrest  the 
government  of  Cuba  from  the  queen,  and  place  it 
in  the  hands  of  Don  Carlos. 

The  Cherokees.  It  is  stated  in  the  Alexan- 
dria Gazette,  that,  at  the  request  of  the  war  de- 
partment, gen.  Scott  has  postponed  his  visit  to  the 
north  until  the  emigration  of  the  Cherokees  in  Sep- 
tember has  been  completed. 

In  another  page  we  have  published  an  article 
stating  that  the  conduct  of  the  Cherokees  had  been 
most  exemplary,  and  that  they’  were  comparatively’ 
free  from  sickness;  but  it  appears  from  the  follow- 
ing extract  of  a letter,  which  we  find  in  the  New 
York  Journal  ot  Commerce,  that  the  praiseworthy 
and  humane  injunctions  of  gen.  Scott,  have  been 
disregarded  in  the  preparations  for  removal. 

“The  following  is  the  latest  intelligence,  from  the 
Cherokee  nation.  It  is  dated  from  “Prisoner’s 
Camp,  Cherokee  Nation,  July  24,  1838;”  and  has 
been  handed  to  us  by  the  gentleman  to  whom  it 
was  addressed. 

“The  public  are  either  altogether  uninformed,  or 
misinformed,  with  regard  to  the  current  state  of 
Cherokee  affairs. 

“Major  general  Scott’s  address  of  the  10th  of 
May  was  received  by  the  Cherokees  with  a dead 
silence.  As  the  ominous  23d  of  May  approached, 
all  appeared  anxious  to  have  their  work  forward 
and  their  crops  in  good  order,— so  that  in  the  event 
of  any  interruption  taking  place,  they  might  sus- 
tain as  little  loss  as  possible. 

“On  the  ‘24th  May  the  work  ofcapture  commenc- 
ed, and  continued,  with  unfeeling  rigor,  until  the 
entire  rightful  and  legitimate  population  of  the 
country  were  divested  of  house  and  home,  and  re- 
duced to  a state  of  abject  poverty’.  In  most  cases, 
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the  humane  injunctions  of  the  commanding  general 
were  disregarded.  The  captors  sometimes  drove 
the  people  with  whooping  and  hallowing,  like  cat- 
tle through  rivers,  allowing  them  no  time  even  to 
take  off  their  shoes  and  stockings.  Many,  when 
arrested,  were  not  so  much  as  permitted  to  gather 
up  their  clothes.  The  scenes  of  distress  exhibited 
at  Ross’s  Landing  defy  all  description.  On  the  ar- 
rival there  of  the  Indians,  the.  horses  brought  by 
some  of  them  were  demanded  by  the  commissioners 
of  Indian  property,  to  be  given  up  for  the  purpose 
of  being  sold.  The  owners  refusing  ;o  give  them 
up, — men,  women,  children  and  horses  were  driven 
promiscuously  into  one  large  pen,  and  the  horses 
taken  out  by  force,  and  cried  off  to  the  highest  bid- 
der, and  sold  for  almost  nothing. 

“Then  came  the  shipping  off  to  (he  west.  The 
agent  endeavored  to  induce  the  people  to  go  into 
the  boats  voluntarily;  but  none  would  agree  to  go. 
The  agent  then  struck  a line  through  the  camp;— 
the  soldiers  rushed  in  and  drove  the  devoted  victims 
into  the  boats,  regardless  of  the  cries  and  agonies 
of  the  poor  helpless  sufferers.  In  this  cruel  work, 
the  most  painful  separations  of  families  occurred. — 
Children  were  sent  off  and  parents  left,  and  so  of 
other  relations.  But  I am  obliged  to  break  off,  or  I 
shall  lose  the  presenl  conveyance.  Next  mail  I will 
continue.” 

Exploring  squadron.  The  Norfolk  Herald  of 
Wednesday',  states  that  the  exploring  squadron  is 
for  ready  sea,  and  will  depart  with  the  first  fair  wind; 
to-day,  if  it  should  offer.  The  officers  are  all  on 
board,  and  in  fine  spirits,  elate  with  anticipations  of 
the  peaceful  triumphs,  not  less  worthy  of  the  wreath 
of  fame  than  those  of  “grim  visaged  war,”  which 
await  the  successful  results  of  scientific  research, 
achieved  with  greater  peril  and  hardship;  and  ad- 
mitting the  truth  of  the  old  adage,  that  “a  bad  be- 
ginning will  have  a good  ending,”  they  have  a 
glorious  prospect  of  success  to  their  expedition. 

The  squadron  now  rides  gallantly’  abreast  of  Fort 
Monroe,  in  the  following  order:  sloop  of  war  Vin- 
cennes, lieut.  Wilkes,  commanding  the  squadron; 
ship  Relief,  lieut:  Long;  sloop  of  war  Peacock, 
lieut. .Hudson;  brig  Porpoise,  lieut.  Ringgold;  schr. 
Flying  Fish,  passed  midshipman  Knox;  and  schr. 
Sea  Gull,  passed  midshipman  Reid.  The  sclirs. 
are  pilot  boat  built,  and  of  the  rise  of  100  tons. 
The  sloops  of  war  are  nearly  on  the  peace  estab- 
lishment, shewing  only  eight  guns  each. 

The  French  ship  Alexandre.  We  learn 
officially  that  the  minister  of  Marine,  at  Paris,  has 
received  by  Telegraph  at  Bordeaux  full  confirma- 
tion of  the  suspicions  entertained  towards  Marsaud, 
the  soi-disant  captain  of  the  ship  Alexandre,  for 
the  crime  of  barratry,  for  which  this  ship  was  de- 
tained and  the  captain  imprisoned  at  Newport. 

The  conduct  of  the  French  authorities  in  the 
United  States  in  this  affair  has  been  fully  approved 
of,  and  the  minister  has  given  his  entire  assent  to 
the  measures  taken  by  the  consular  agent  at  New- 
port to  arrest  Marsaud,  and  as  an  evidence  of  this 
approbation  lias  confirmed  Mr.  Fativel  Genraud  in 
the  rank  of  Vice  consul,  previously  conferred  upon 
him  by  the  consul  general,  Mr.  La  Forrest,  at 
New  York.  [N.  F.  Star. 

[We  have  on  file  a detailed  account  of  the  pro- 
ceedings at  Newport  in  this  case,  and  will  publish 
it  as  soon  as  we  can  make  room  for  it.  Ed.  Reg.] 

Sham  fight.  We  learn  from  the  following 
communication,  that  there  is  to  be  no  sham  fight 
between  the  French  vessels  of  war  in  the  harbor, 
as  was  published  in  the  papers. — N.  Y.  Star. 

Translation  of  a letter  from  admiral  De  la  Bre- 
tonniere,  to  the  consul  general  of  France  at  New 
York: 

New  York,  August  13,  1838. 

Monsieur  Le  Consul  General:  A rumor  has  been 
in  circulation  for  some  days,  that  a sham  fight 
would  take  place  on  board  the  Didon  frigate  on  the 
16th.  I am  sorry  that  publicity  has  been  given  to 
a project,  which,  from  the  inconveniences  that 
might  result  Irom  it,  I have  thought  it  advisable  to 
renounce. 

The  place  where  the  Didon  i3  moored  is  at  the 
point  oi  intersection  where  all  the  lines  of  commu- 
nication are  constantly  taking  place  between  the 
city  and  various  points  of  the  harbor,  and  it  is  in 


the  fear  of  disturbing  or  interrupting  them,  that  I 
have  been  induced  to  abandon  the  intention  I had. 

1 pray  you,  sir,  to  give  all  possible  publicity  to 
this  determination.  Respectfully’,  &c., 

(Signed)  De  la  Bretonniere. 

Resumption  of  specie  payments.  The  banks 
represented  in  the  convention  held  in  Philadelphia, 
on  the  23d  ult.,  resumed  specie  payments  on  Mon- 
day last,  the  13th,  and  their  example  has  been  imi- 
tated by  a number  of  others.  In  no  instance,  we 
believe,  has  there  been  what  is  called  “a  run ” for 
specie,  and  the  resumption  appears  to  have  occa- 
sioned very  little  excitement.  The  demands  here, 
as  elsewhere,  were  chiefly’  for  silver  change,  of 
which  there  is  now  no  scarcity.  There  is  now 
every  prospect  that  business  will  speedily  resume 
its  old  channels,  so  far  as  the  currency  is  concerned; 
for  it  is  certain  that  every  solvent  bank  in  the  coun- 
try will  pay  specie  on  demand,  on  or  belcre  the  1st 
day  of  January  next. 

The  following  notices  in  connection  with  this 
subject  are  interesting: 

Resumption  in  Savannah.  From  the  following  of- 
ficial proceedings,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Savan- 
nah hanks  have  resolved  to  resume  specie  pay- 
ments on  the  first  of  October  next.  It  is  believed 
that  all  the  banks  in  Georgia  w ill  resume  on  that 
day.  The  Georgian  says:  “We  are  informed  that 
the  banks  of  Savannah  would  resume  instantly,  but 
that  it  is  deemed  an  act  of  courtesy,  and  sheer  jus- 
tice, to  give  timely  notice  to  the  banks  in  the  inte- 
rior, of  their  contemplated  movements.” 

Savannah,  6th  August,  1838. 

At  a meeting  of  the  delegates  from  the  different 
banks  in  this  city  to  take  into  consideration  the 
propriety  of  an  early  resumption  of  specie  pay- 
ments, the  following  measures  were  proposed,  and 
unanimously  adopted: 

The  banks  of  Savannah  will  resume  specie  pay- 
merits  on  the  first  day  of  October  next,  and  invite 
(he  banks  of  the  interior  to  do  so  likewise. 

The  bank’s  of  Savannah  will  receive  the  bills  pf 
ail  the  country  or  interior  banks  in  good  credit  on 
deposite,  or  in  paymentof  debts,  but  not  re-issue 
them,  provided  such  banks,  (except  those  of  Au- 
gusta,) agree  to  redeem  their  balances  in  this  city, 
every  fortnight,  with  city  or  northern  funds  at  par, 
or  specie;  and  that  such  agreement  shall  be  con- 
summated by  such  banks  with  the  banks  of  the 
city,  on  or  before  tilt  first  day  of  September  next. 

Resolved,  That  a copy  of  the  foregoing  resolu- 
tions be  furnished  to  the  several  banks  in  (his 
state. 

IF.  B.  Bulloch,  president  Bank  of  the  state  of 
Georgia. 

IF.  IF.  Gordon,  president  Central  Railroad  and 
Banking  company. 

John  C.  Nicoll,  pres’t  pro. tern.  Planter’s  Bank. 

P.  Houston,  president  pro.tem.  Marine  and  Fire 
Insurance  Bank. 

B.  E.  Hand,  president  pro.  tem.  Branch  Bank 
Darien. 

The  western  banks.  The  Lexington,  Kentucky, 
Intelligencer  of  the  7th  instant  says:  “We  under- 
stand that  the  Northern  bank  of  Kentucky  has 
held  a correspondence  with  the  banks  of  Kentucky, 
Ohio,  Illinois,  and  Indiana,  on  the  subject  of  re- 
suming specie  payments.  All  have  been  heard 
from  except  the  banks  of  Indiana,  and  all  concur 
in  the  propriety  of  resuming  on  the  13th  instant. 
We  further  learn  that  the  Northern  bank  is  now 
prepared  to  pay  all  demands  against  it  in  specie.” 

The  Louisville  Journal  of  the  8th  instant  says: 
“We  are  authorized  to  announce,  that  the  banks  in 
this  slate  (Kentucky)  will  resume  sppeie  payments 
on  next  Monday,  the  13th  instant.  The  banks  of 
Ohio  will  resume  on  the  same  day.  Those  of  In- 
diana and  Illinois  will,  it  is  understood,  resume  on 
the  same  day,  or  in  four  or  five  days  after.  There 
is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  resumption  will  pro- 
duce any  pressure  in  this  region.  On  the  other 
hand  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  measure 
will  bring  relief.” 

Resumption  in  Ohio , The  Cincinnati  W \s  c? 
the  8th  inst.  says— All  of  our  city  banks  commenc- 
ed paying  specie  for  all  their  notes,  yesterday. 

We  do  not  learn  that  any  unusual  demand  was 
made  for  it,  or  that  the  resumption  created  any 
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special  excitement  in  the  city.  It  was  effected 
without  any  parade,  and  as  a matter  of  course. 

We  are  truly  gratified  that  Cincinnati  has  led  the 
way  in  the  west  in  the  resumption,  and  that  our 
banks  prove  their  ample  preparation  and  ability  to 
pay  specie,  by  anticipating  the  day  agreed  upon 
by  the  banks  in  the  state,  by  full  a week. 

We  imagine,  now  that  all  the  banks  pay  specie, 
no  one  will  care  to  demand  it,  unless  for  a special 
purpose. 

Resumption  in  Philadelphia.  The  banks  in  Phila- 
delphia resumed  specie  payments  for  all  their  lia- 
bilities on  Monday,  in  due  course.  Remarking 
upon  the  subject,  the  Philadelphia  Herald  says: 
There  was  nothing  like  “a  run”  upon  the  banks  tor 
specie.  The  calls  were  most  numerous  at  the  U. 
States  Bank.  The  reason  of  this  is  lound  in  the 
fact  that  the  city  certificates  of  loan — that  is,  small 
bills,  are  now  redeemable  in  specie  at  that  bank. 
The  whole  amount  drawn  out  of  the  bank  was  about 
eighteen  thousand  dollars — about  one  half  of  which 
was  for  city  certificates.  One  individual  drew  out 
one  hundred  dollars  in  specie,  but  finding  it  heavy 
and  cumbersome,  came  back  before  he  had  got  fairly 
into  the  street,  and  asked  for. a hundred-dollar  bill 
in  exchange  for  it. 

Tennessee  banks.  The  Nashville  Whig  of  the  5th 
instant,  announces  that  the  banks  of  that  city  will 
resume  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  January;  and 
the  probability  is  that  that  day  will  be  formally  fix- 
ed upon  and  officially  announced  on  the  return  ol 
the  presidents  of  the  Planters’  and  Union  Banks 
from  the  east. 

The.  District  banks  resumed  payment  on  Mon- 
day. 

Boston  banks.  The  Boston  papers  of  Saturday 
contain  the  official  notification  that  the  banks  of 
that  city  would  resume  specie  payments  in  full  on 
Monday,  the  13th. 

The  resumption  in  Philadelphia  is  thus  noticed 
in  the  U.  S.  Gazette  of  yesterday: 

Specie  payments.  Yesterday  was  a memorable 
day  to  this  city,  and,  perhaps  we  may  say,  through- 
out the  union.  The  resumption  of  specie  pay- 
ments by  the  banks  was  without  commotion,  with- 
out injury  to  themselves,  and  without  inconve- 
nience to  the  mercantile  part  of  the  community. 
Much  anxiety  has  been  felt  as  to  the  effect  which 
the  resumption  was  to  have  upon  the  specie  funds 
of  the  banks,  and  we  accordingly  took  some  pains 
to  ascertain  the  state  of  businesss  shortly  before 
the  time  of  closing  the  banks  for  the  day;  and  we 
are  happy  to  state  that  there  was  not  in  any  of  the 
banks  where  we  inquired,  the  least  reason  for  be- 
lieving that  any  unkindness  of  feeling  was  indulged 
by  the  community.  The  demands  for  specie  were 
few  and  light,  confined,  as  it  was  evident,  to  the 
wants  which  the  community  felt  for  change.  The 
bankoftheUnitedStates.it  was  thought,  would 
feel  the  pressure  upon  the  specie  the  most  severely, 
but  even  there,  nothing  was  seen  to  lead  any  one 
to  believe  that  a run  was  attempted.  The  whole 
amount  of  specie  paid  out  was  short  of  seventeen 
thousand  dollars,  of  which  between  eight  and  nine 
thousand  were  for  corporation  notes,  principally  of 
the  denomination  of  one  dollar.  The  largest  sum 
demanded  was  three  hundred  dollars,  and  nearly 
the  whole  amount  paid  out  was  in  small  sums  of 
from  one  to  ten  dollars. 

We  heard  in  the  course  of  the  morning,  that  cer- 
tain persons  having  a lew  dollars  in  U.  S.  Bank 
notes,  demanded  and  received  specie  therefor, 
which  they  took  to  the  brokers  in  the  expectation 
of  gaining  three  per  cent.,  and  were  mortified  and 
astonished  to  learn  that  the  very  circumstance 
which  enabled  them  to  receive  silver  for  their  paper, 
rendered  that  paper  as  valuable  as  silver.  This 
probably  checked  a small  run. 

It  was  reported  yesterday  morning,  that  large 
demands  from  New  York  were  to  be  made  upon 
the  Philadelphia  banks  for  specie.  The  demands 
came,  and  the  United  States  Bank,  in  settlement  of 
balances,  gave  the  New  Yorkers  a check  upon  New 
York  for  the  whole  amount,  say  about  half  a mil- 
lion— not  a dollar  of  specie  changed  place.  We 
congratulate  the  community  upon  this  state  of 
things. 

The  New  York  Express,  second  edition  of  Mon- 
day afternoon,  has  the  following  paragraph  touching 
the  last  new  bank: 

We  stated  in  yesterday’s  paper,  that  Messrs.  Al- 
sop  & Griswold  had  made  a deposite  of  stock,  in 
compliance  with  the  new  law  relative  to  banking. 
The  facts,  to  be  more  explicit,  are,  that  Richard 
Alsop,  of  Philadelphia,  and  George  Griswold,  of 
this  city,  have  deposited  $200,000  in  stock,  and 
taken  a certificate  from  the  county  clerk,  author- 
izing them  to  bank  under  the  general  banking  law. 


taking  the  name  of  the  United  States  bank  at  New 
York, — but  though  the  name  of  the  United  States 
bank  is  taken,  it  is  stated  to  us  by  one  of  the  gen- 
tlemen, that  it  is  an  individual  concern  of  their 
own,  and  that  no  other  persons  are  interested. 
The  name  was  considered  preferable  to  any  other 
and  therefore  was  taken.  These  gentlemen  are  well 
known  for  their  wealth,  industry,  and  experience 
in  business — we  have  no  doubt  they  will  conduct 
their  new  concern,  with  skill  and  advantage  to  the 
public,  as  well  as  themselves.  Thus  it  appears 
while  companies  are  forming,  two  gentlemen  have 
stepped  forward  and  at  once  commenced  opera- 
tions. 

The  annexed  paragraph  on  the  same  subject, 
from  the  Journal  of  Commerce,  is  rather  at  variance 
with  the  foregoing,  on  the  point  of  proprietorship: 

Mr.  Biddle’s  branch.  George  Griswold,  esq.  of 
this  city,  and  Richard  Alsop,  esq.  ot  Philadelphia, 
have  deposited  in  the  proper  office  the  requsite 
certificate  for  a bank  of  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars capital;  not  two  hundred  thousand  as  reported 
in  some  papers.  The  bank  is  to  be  called  “The 
Bank  of  the  United  States  in  New  York.”  This 
is  understood  to  be  only  a legal  method  of  introduc- 
ing the  proposed  branch  of  the  Pennsylvania  bank 
of  the  United  States.  The  amount  of  capital  men- 
tioned in  the  certificate,  is  of  course  only  suited  to 
accomplish  this  purpose,  and  is  no  indication  of  the 
real  strength  of  the  institution. 

Resumption  in  Baltimore.  From  the  “Patriot”  of 
Tuesday.  As  mentioned  in  our  last,  the  day  fixed 
upon  for  the  lormal  and  general  resumption  of  spe- 
cie payments,  passed  in  Baltimore  almost  unnotic- 
ed. The  call  for  specie  at  the  banks,  vary  little  if 
at  all  exceeded  the  accustomed  call  for  change,  in 
specie  paying  times,  for  the  ordinary  business  trans- 
actions. A ten  or  five,  and  occasionally  two  or  three 
city  corporation  dollar  bills,  presented  for  the  pur- 
pose of  getting  small  change,  was  in  a general  way 
the  amount  of  the  ‘offerings”  at  the  several  banks, 
in  this  city,  yesterday.  It  is  in  fact  altogether  proba- 
ble that  the'banks  in  Baltimore  will  find  themselves 
in  possession  of  a larger  amount  of  ,,oin  at  the  end 
of  the  week  of  resumption,  than  they  had  at  the 
beginning — and  that,  as  the  public  know,  was 
abundant  for  all  useful  purposes.  It  is  not  antici- 
pated, therefore,  that  the  act  of  resumption  can,  in 
these  latitudes,  produce  any  stricture  in  the  money 
market.  Thanks  to  the  past  prudence  of  dealers 
and  bankers,  there  have  been  no  preturnatural  ex- 
pansions with  us,  and  there  are  therefore  no  painful 
contractions  necessary. 

Resumption  in  Virginia.  The  Richmond  Whig 
of  the  14th  inst.  says:  “The  banks  in  this  city 

have  for  some  weeks  past  substantially  resumed— 
paying  out  whateverspecie  was  called  for.  There 
is  however,  now  that  it  can  be  had,  no  extra  demand 
for  specie. 

Important  from  Florida.  The  following 
items  of  painful  intelligence  reached  us  by  yester- 
day’s southern  express  mail: 

The  following  letter,  from  our  fellow  citizen  col. 
James  Gadsden,  says  the  Tallahassee  Floridian  of 
the  4th  inst.  gives  an  account  of  another  horrid 
murder  committed  by  savages  near  Bailey’s  Mills, 
a few  miles  from  col.  G.’s,  entirely  within  the  fron- 
tier border.  An  express  to  the  governor,  received 
on  Thursday.,  states  that  two  Indian  arrows  were 
found  in  the  breast  of  a small  girl,  one  of  the  vic- 
tims. One  of  the  arrows  was  brought  up  by  the 
express,  which  we  saw.  It  is  about  three  feet  in 
length — the  barb  of  iron  about  2 1-2  inches  long 
and  one  inch  in  width,  thin  and  sharp  at  the  point. 

Wednesday  morning,  Jlug.  1,  1838. 

To  the  editor  of  the  Floridian: 

Sir:  The  early  part  of  last  evening,  Mr.  Single- 
tary, his  wife  and  two  children  were  shockingly 
murdered  in  this  neighborhood.  But  one  of  the 
family,  a girl  about  5 years  ot  aire,  miraculously 
escaped,  to  tell  the  melancholy  tidings  of  her  pa- 
rents and  sisters.  She  says  the  deed  was  perpe- 
trated by  Indians,  accompanied  by  one  or  two  co- 
lored persons.  Major  Dearborn,  with  volunteers 
from  the  neighborhood,  is  in  the  search  for  the 
murderers,  but  as  they  had  a w'bole  night  in  ad- 
vance to  escape,  it  is  not  probable  that  their  trail 
can  be  followed,  or  the  party  be  overtaken.  Com- 
ments are  unnecessary. 

The  contest  waging  in  Florida  with  the  Semi- 
noles  has  assumed  so  erratic  and  guerilla  a charac- 
ter, as  to  require  the  vigilance  and  activity  of  every 
individual  to  bring  it  to  a close.  No  one  can  anti- 
cipate wdiose  house  or  whose  family  may  be  the 
next  victims.  Yours,  Jas.  Gadsden. 

From  the  Jacksonville  Courier  of  the  9ih  inst. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  a letter,  to  the 
editor,  giving  further  particulars  of  the  late  Indian 


murders  in  Georgia,  an  account  of  which  appeared 
in  our  paper  of  Thursday  last. 

“ Fort  Cillilane,  (E.  F.)  July  31  si,  1838. 

Sir:  The  express  has  just  arrived  from  Kittle 
creek,  and  it  appears  that  the  Indians  are  commenc- 
ing their  career  in  Georgia.  I have  received  a 
letter  from  an  officer  of  our  regiment,  w ho  was  an 
eye  witness  to  this  melancholy  fuel.” 

[extract.] 

“ Camp  Wilds,  (Geo.)  July  23 d,  1838. 

“Forty-five  miles  northwest  of  Centreville,  on 
Sunday  morning,  a man  came  full  speed  into  camp 
with  the  cry  of  Indians.  I asked  where.  He  said 
about  5 miles  off,  thot  he  had  just  removed  a family 
who  heard  the  report  of  guns  and  the  screams  of 
people.  We  were  in  our  saddles  in  a few  moments, 
and  under  full  speed  to  the  spot  where  the  alarm 
originated;  and  O,  God!  of  all  the  scenes  I ever 
saw,  or  ever  wish  to  see,  presented  itself  to  view. 
On  reaching  the  ground,  a man,  wife,  and  four  chil- 
dren of  his  own,  and  two  of  his  own  sister’s  had 
fallen  by  the  Indians.  Three  children  of  the  six 
were  alive  w hen  we  reached  the  spot,  one  about  S 
years  old  had  been  shot  through  the  abdomen,  and 
lay  asleep  on  the  dead  mother,  another  about  10 
rods  from  the  mother.  But,  O,  horrid  to  tell,  I 
found  a fine  young  lady  of  18,  shot  in  two  places 
and  dirked  in  another,  with  about  20  hogs  around 
her,  and  she  yet  alive  and  had  her  senses  perfectly. 
This  was  the  most  trying  time  I had  ever  seen.  I 
gave  her  cold  water  which  she  wished  much,  and 
remained  with  her  as  long  as  I could,  till  obliged  to 
go  in  search  of  the  Indians.  We  left  a guard  to 
protect  them,  and  administer  to  them  all  that  they 
could,  but  all  expired  in  less  than  twenty  minutes 
after  we  left. 

The  Indians  scattered  in  all  directions,  and  it  was 
some  time  before  we  could  find  the  trail;  we  followed 
them  about  25  miles,  and  until  further  pursuit  could 
not  be  had,  having  then  gone  into  the  Okafanoka, 
as  far  as  white  men  could  well  go.  We  left  our 
horses  and  waded  nearly  to  our  hips  in  mud  for 
two  miles,  which  was  as  much  as  we  could  stand. 
We  returned  that  night,  found  all  buried,  eight  in 
number,  in  one  grave.  We  returned  to  camp,  then 

camp , but  now  camp  Wilds,  that  being  the 

name  of  the  murdered  family.  Two  children  escap- 
ed— one  of  them  says  a while  man  was  with  the  In- 
dians, and  caught  him — asked  him  why  he  did  not 
run;  the  boy  told  him  he  would,  if  he  would  let 
him  go — which  the  man  did.  Said  now  damn  you, 
run,  and  so  he  escaped.  On  our  return  we  found 
all  the  families  had  removed  to  our  encampment. 

We  are  making  arrangements  to  scour  the  coun- 
try about  Fort  Fanning  and  its  vicinity.  In  haste, 
the  express  waiting,  with  respect,  your  obedient 
servant,  N.  Darling,  lieut.  2d  dragoons. 

To  the  editor  of  the  Courier. 

Correspondence  N.  Y.  American. 

Camp  in  E.  Florida,  July  19///,  1838. 

Sir:  Unfortunate  Florida  has  again  become  the 
scene  of  those  perilous  excitements,  by  which,  for 
so  long  a period,  her  citizens  have  been  agitated. 
It  would  seem  that  the  Seminoles,  in  whatever  de- 
gree diminished  in  number,  or  humbled  in  pride, 
are  far  from  being  conquered.  The  citizens  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Santa  Fee  and  Suwanee  are  under 
the  necessity  of  abandoning  their  crops  and  retiring 
to  the  forts,  or  of  incurring  the  imminent,  risk  of 
being  murdered  on  their  plantations.  The  son  of  a 
Mr.  Gwinn  came  recently  into  camp  saying,  that 
the  Indians  had  attacked  his  father’s  house,  and  he 
had  “left  father  flighting  them.”  Capt.  Dade  , 
with  his  company  of  the  2d  dragoons,  immediately 
galloped  to  the  spot,  which  was  but  a few  miles 
above,  on  the  bank  of  the  Sante  Fee;  but  on  arriv- 
ing there,  the  warfare,  such  as  it  had  been,  was 
over.  The  house  was  deserted.  A trail  of  blood, 
leading  from  the  yard  to  a neighboring  field,  was 
pursued,  and,  after  passing  over  a fence,  the  father 
was  discovered  lying  dead  a few  paces  beyond . 
This  fence  he  must  have  climbed  after  he  was 
wmunded,  as  the  marks  of  blocd  upon  it  corresponded 
with  two  wounds  which  he  had  received  in  each 
thigh.  The  Indians  evidently  pursued  him  to  the 
fence,  and  from  there  fired  on  him  again,  since, 
from  the  nature  of  a third  and  fatal  wound,  he  must 
have  fallen  upon  the  spot  where  it  was  received. 

On  examining  the  premises  further,  the  lifeless 
and  disfigured  remains  of  Mrs.  Gw'inn  were  dis- 
covered contiguous  to  those  of  her  husband.  She 
was  not  scalped,  but  was  made  the  victim  of  a 
cruelty  deeper  and  more  refined.  The  wretches 
had  dashed  out  the  brains  of  her  infant,  and  placed 
the  mangled  innocent  in  its  mother’s  arms.  There 
she  lay,  the  murdered  mother,  fondling  with  the  icy  em- 
brace of  death  her  murdered  child. 

The  remains'  of  these  unfortunate  victims  of  sa- 
vage cruelty  were  hastily  collected  and  deposited 
in  a common  grave,  after  which  capt.  D.  resumed 
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the  line  of  march,  pursuing  the  trail  of  the  relent- 
less and  flying  foe.  Success  seemed  to  smile  upon 
the  efforts  of  himself  and  men,  until  they  had  tra- 
versed the  distance  of  twelve  miles,  when  evpry 
vestige  of  the  trail  suddenly  disappeared.  It  was 
in  vain  that  the  horsemen  rode  around  the  spot 
which  bore  the  last  impression  of  the  moccasin; 
the  instinct  of  the  red  man  once  more  proved  a 
successful  antagonist  to  the  education  of  the  white. 

From  this  spot,  as  a centre,  the  hostiles  had  sepa- 
rated along  tiie  different  radii  of  a circle,  whose 
circumference  was  the  surrounding  hammock,  and 
the  pursuers  were  under  the  necessity  of  returning 
to  camp,  bringing  with  them  nothing  but  the  detail 
of  their  melancholy  and  unsuccessful  mission. 

Yours,  &c. 

Mounted  Volunteer. 

“ The  war  nearly  ended.”  Within  the  last 
ten  days  we  have  heard  of  the  murder  of  not  less 
than  half  a dozen  of  our  citizens  by  the  Indians, 
and  yet  we  are  told  “the  war  is  nearly  ended.”  It 
is  true  a number  of  the  hostiles  have  been  captured 
and  removed  out  of  the  country,  but  there  are  num- 
bers yet  left  sufficient  to  baffle  ail  the  efforts  of  our 
troops.  Our  citizens  have  no  security  on  the  Iron-  I 
tier,  and  they  are  either  compelled  to  abandon  their  1 
homes,  and  suffer  starvation,  or  remain  with  almost  I 
a certainty  of  being  massacred  by  the  savages. 
Many  of  our  frontier  settlers  would  gladly  avail 
themselves  of  the  scanty  pittance  for  their  families 
which  would  be  received  by  volunteer  service  in 
the  army,  but  their  propositions  are  met  with  the 
reply  that  there  are  troops  in  service  already  suffi- 
cient. The  best  evidence  we  have  to  disprove  this, 
is  the  fact  of  the  frequent  depredations  and  murders 
committed  by  the  savages,  and  is,  we  think,  suffi- 
ciently conclusive  The  government  have  mostly 
withdrawn  their  supplies,  and  commenced  calcu- 
lating the  expense  of  protecting  the  defenceless 
citizen,  as  though  the  value  of  human  life  could  be 
estimated  by  the  pitiful  calculation  of  dollars  and 
cents.  For  the  honor  of  our  country  and  the  cause 
of  humanity',  it  is  time  this  course  was  abandoned. 

In  relation  to  the  fugitive  Creeks,  it  is  true  seve- 
ral companies  of  regular  troops  have  been  in  con- 
stant service  since  their  escape;  neither  have  they 
or  their  officers  lacked  energy  or  industry- — they 
have  scoured  the  country  on  foot,  carrying  their 
provisions  on  their  backs,  till  they  have  worn  out 
their  clothing  and  almost  their  persons — and  failed 
for  nearly  two  months  in  discovering  scarcely  any 
trace  of  the  runaways.  Their  recent  discovery,  on 
the  banks  of  the  Oclocknee,  prove,  however,  that 
the  Indians  have  been  in  the  country,  from  which 
nothing  but  a very  superior  force  to  that  now  in  the 
field  will  be  successful  in  dislodging  them.  We 
conceive  such  policy  to  be  most  wretched  and  cer- 
tainly most  expensive.  The  war  is  protracted;  the 
country  laid  waste — ourcitizens  mmdered,  and  their 
property  scattered  to  the  four  winds  of  heaven — our 
national  character  disgraced  at  home  and  abroad, 
and  our  whole  army  successfully  foiled  in  all  its  at 
tempts  to  remove  the  most  worthless  of  all  the  In- 
dian tribes  from  one  of  her  territories.  How  long 
such  a state  of  alfairs  will  continue,  heaven  only 
knows.  [ Tallahassee  Floridian  of  July  13. 

From  the  Cherokee  country.  Athens,  Ten- 
nessee, July  25.  General  Scott  and  colonel  Whit- 
ing visited  our  town  last  week,  and  we  had  the  plea- 
sure of  an  interesting  interview  with  the  general. 
He  contradicts  the  rumors  that  have  been  put  in 
circulation  of  the  great  sickness  and  mortality 
amongst  the  Indians.  There  is  not  more  sickness 
amongst  the  Indians  than  might  ordinarily  take 
place  amongst  any  other  people  under  the  same  cir- 
cumstances. The  Indians  are  encamped  over  a 
space  of  about  forty  square  miles;  are  well  provid- 
ed for,  with  wholesome  provisions,  good  physicians 
and  medicines,  and  conduct  themselves  very  dis- 
creetly. A few  of  the  North  Carolina  Indians  at 
first  concealed  themselves  in  the  mountains,  but 
they  are  now  all  coming  in.  The  general  speaks 
well  of  the  chiefs.  He  says  they  have  used  their 
influence  in  procuring  the  Indians  to  come  in  and 
submit  peaceably  to  the  terms  of  the  treaty,  and 
have  also  aided  him  in  maintaining  good  order  in 
the  encampments.  [ Journal . 

TREASURY  CIRCULAR. 

To  collectors  and  receivers  of  public  money. 

Treasury  department , July  14,  1838. 

Congress  having  adjourned  without  making  any 
additional  provisions  for  the  security  or  safe  keeping 
of  the  public  money,  it  is  obvious  that  in  the  present 
state  of  the  laws  and  the  banks,  an  unusual  responsi- 
bility devolves  upon  those  who  collect  the  revenues 
of  the  general  government.  The  difficulty'  in  ob- 
taining suitable  depositories  for  it,  as  well  as  in  trans- 
ferring or  paying  it  out  conveniently,  without  the 


aid  of  that  further  legislation,  the  necessity  and 
character  of  which  have  been  fully  explained  in 
public  communications  from  this  department,  im- 
poses on  all  collectors  and  receivers  the  duty  of  ex- 
traordinary vigilance  and  care. 

The  president  expects  that  exertions  corrrcspond- 
ing  to  the  occasion  will  cheerfully  be  made  by  every 
officer,  and  that  no  effort  will  be  spared  to  have  all 
the  laws,  as  well  as  the  regulations  and  instructions 
of  the  treasury  department,  scrupulously  enforced. 
Accuracy  in  your  accounts;  punctuality  in  returns; 
promptness  in  3’our  deposites  and  payments,  and  en- 
tire fbibearance  to  use  any  part  of  the  public  funds 
for  private  purposes,  will,  it  is  hoped,  characterize 
the  whole  class  of  collecting  officers  hereafter.  In 
the  present  condition  of  things,  if  any  departure 
should  unfortunately  occur,  it  will  be  much  regret- 
ted; and  however  unpleasant  the  task,  an  exemplary 
and  severe  notice  of  the  irregularity  will  become 
necessary,  in  order  to  secure  the  great  public  inter- 
ests involved  in  the  subject.  The  duty'  on  the  part 
of  the  public  officers  to  abstain  from  the  employ- 
ment of  the  public  money  for  private  advantage  is 
so  apparent,  that  no  excuse  whatever  for  it  can  be 
I deemed  admissable. 

Respectfully  yours, 

Levi  Woodbury, 
Secretary  of  the  treasury. 

United  States  and  Mexico.  It  is  stated  that 
Mr.  Martinez,  the  Mexican  minister,  has  been  de- 
tained at  New  Orleans,  waiting  for  full  pow'ers  from 
his  government  to  negotiate  with  ours,  concerning 
a settlement  of  all  points  in  dispute,  by  mediation. 

It  is  only  within  a few  days  that  the  credentials  were 
received.  The  minister  is  expected  forthwith  at 
Washington.  The  king  of  Prussia,  it  is  said,  has 
been  thought  of  as  mediator. 

New  Granada.  From  the  Journal  of  Commerce. 
Gen.  Francisco  de  Paula  Santander,  ex-president  of 
New  Granada,  is  now  a member  of  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives of  the  same  republic,  and  occupies 
the  station  of  speaker. 

The  commission  appointed  to  carry  into  effect  the 
objects  ol  the  convention  of  23d  December,  1834, 
for  a division  of  the  national  debt  of  the  old  repub- 
lic of  Colombia,  was  installed  at  Bogota  on  the  25th 
of  April.  It  consists  of  Sr.  Santos  Michelena  on 
the  part  of  Venezuela,  Sr.  Francisco  Marcos  on  the 
part  of  Equador,  and  Sr.  Rufino  Cuervo  on  the  part 
of  New7  Granada;  these  three  republics  being  the 
fragments  into  w hich  the  old  republic  of  Colombia, 
alter  contracting  the  debt,  was  divided. 

A decree  was  issued  at  Bogota  on  the  25th  of 
April,  granting  a full  and  free  pardon  to  all  persons 
who,  since  the  publication  of  the  constitution,  and 
prior  to  the  1st  of  January  last,  were  implicated  in 
any  conspiracy,  treason,  or  sedition;  and  this  with- 
out reference  to  the  question  whether  they  had  left 
the  country,  or  were  in  process  of  trial,  or  actually 
suffering  the  penalties  of  condemnation.  The  same 
pardon  is  extended  to  deserters  from  the  army  and 
navy.  In  order  to  avail  themselves  of  this  pardon, 
however,  the  parties  interested,  if  within  the  limits 
of  the  republic,  were  required  to  present  themselves 
to  the  governor  of  the  province  in  which  they  w'ere, 
within  40  days  after  the  publication  of  the  decree 
in  said  province;  and  if  out  of  the  republic,  within 
six  months  from  the  26th  of  April,  to  the  governor 
of  the  province  in  which  they  should  first  land  on 
returning  to  their  country. 

Court  of  inquiry.  Maj.  gen.  Gaines  has  as- 
sembled a court  of  inquity,  by  requestof  maj.  Cross- 
man, at  St.  Louis,  to  enquire  into  some  alledged  mis- 
conduct of  the  last  named  gentleman.  On  the  13th 
ult.  the  court  met,  but  adjourned  over  to  the  31st,  in 
consequence  of  a dispute  as  to  rank  betw'een  majors 
Hitchcock  and  Noel,  who  w'ere  to  compose  a part  of 
the  court. 

St..  Louis,  August  2.  Owing  to  the  personal  dif- 
ficulty which  occurred  on  the  31st  ult.  and  mention- 
ed in  our  paper  of  yesterday,  as  having  transpired  at 
the  adjournment  of  the  court,  major  Crossman  was 
considered  as  under  an  arrest,  and  until  this  is  dis- 
posed of  by  a court-martial,  no  further  proceedings 
can  be  had  in  the  court  of  inquiry.  The  court, 
therefore,  adjourned  over  to  some  future  day.  [Rep. 

Promotions  in  the  British  army  and  na- 
vy. From  the  Army  and  Navy  Chronicle.  The 
accession  of  a sovereign  to  the  throne  in  any  of 
the  governments  of  Europe,  is  usually  attended 
with  the  creation  of  a number  of  new  peers,  and  the 
promotion  of  officers  in  the  army  and  navy,  Thtis 
we  see,  that  after  the  coronation  of  queen  Victoria, 
this  custom  was  not  forgotten.  Besides  the  knights, 
baronets,  earls  and  dukes,  in  whom  our  readers 
take  little  interest,  the  promotions  in  the  army  and 
navy  were  almost  as  numerous  as  the  aggregate  of 


similar  ranks  (where  we  have  similar  ranks)  in 
our  service. 

BREVET  PROMOTIONS  IN  THE  BRITISH  ARMY. 

( Including  the  royal  marines  and  engineers) 

Army.  R.  Eng.  Marines* 


Captains  to  be  majors,  80  27  2 

Majors  to  be  lieut.  colonels,  30  1 0 

Lieut,  col’s  to  be  colonels,  46  4 0 

Colonels  to  be  maj.  generals,  16  5 0 

Maj.  gen’ls  to  be  It.  gen’ls,’-  42  5 0 

Lt.  generals  to  be  generals,  17  2 2 

Total,  121  44  4 


*Among  these  were  Sir  John  Macdonald,  K.  C. 
B.,  adjutant  general  of  the  British  army,  and  Sir 
John  Colbourne,  G.  C.  B.,  commander-in-chief  of 
the  military  forces  in  Canada. 

PROMOTIONS  IN  THE  BRITISH  NAVY. 


Mates  to  be  lieutenants,  e 60 

Lieutenants  to  be  commanders,  50 

Commanders  to  be  captains,  35 

Captains  to  be  rear  admirals  of  the  blue,  12 


R.  admirals  of  the  blue  to  be  R.  A.  of  the  white,  10 
R.  admirals  of  the  white  to  be  R.  A.  of  the  red,  6 
R.  admirals  of  the  red  to  be  vice  A.  of  the  blue,  4 
V.  admirals  of  the  blue  to  be  V.  A.  of  the  white,  4 
V.  admirals  of  the  white  to  be  V.  A.  of  the  red,  4 
V.  admirals  of  the  red  to  be  admirals  of  the  blue,  3 

Total  number  promoted,  188 

Some  of  the  captains  in  the  royal  marines,  it  is 
said,  have  served  from  33  to  37  years!  Hopeful 
chances  for  their  reaching  the  highest  grades. 

The  Pottawattamies.  An  Indian  council 
with  the  Pottawattamies  of  the  Wabash,  was  held 
by  colonel  Pepper  at  Plymouth,  Indiana,  July  17th. 
Sangoaw,  the  chief,  expressed,  in  very  explicit 
terms,  their  unwillingness  to  quit  for  the  west.  San- 
goaw said: 

My  chiefs  have  all  heard  and  considered  upon 
what  you  told  us,  and  you  shall  hear  w'hat they  now 
say.  When  you  asked  my  chiefs  an  expression  of 
their  opinion  relative  to  removal,  they  were  glad, 
and  appointed  this  day  to  give  you  an  answer. 

My  father — You  have  asked  my  chiefs  and  all 
present  to  go  west  of  the  Mississippi — they  have  all 
told  me  to  say  they  would  not  go.  The  Great  Spirit 
desires  us  to  live  in  peace  with  all  men.  We  want 
the  United  States  to  pay  us  our  annuity,  and  we 
dont  know  but  that  we  will  get  our  land  back  again, 
and  this  is  the  reason  my  chiefs  are  not  willing  to 
go  west  of  the  Mississippi.  We  were  glad  when 
you  mentioned  our  great  father  the  president.  He 
does  not  w ish  to  be  at  variance  with  any  one,  and 
neither  do  we. 

My  father — We  heard  what  you  said  yesterday, 
and  you  have  heard  what  we  have  just  said.  We 
do  not  want  you  to  say  any  more  on  the  subject,  for 
if  you  do,  we  will  not  listen  to  it. 

The  Indians  then  immediately  arose  and  departed 
from  the  council. 

Black  Hawk.  The  fourth  of  July  w'as  cele- 
brated at  Fort  Madison,  (Iowa.)  Among  the  in- 
vited guests,  says  the  Fort  Madison  Patriot,  the  old 
Indian  chieftain,  Black  Hawk,  stood  pre-eminent. 
He  was  decently  clothed  in  citizen’s  dress,  and  we 
have  never  seen  him  show  to  better  advantage. 
During  the  interview  he  made  a short  speech,  w hich 
will  be  found  below.  Messrs.  Hall  and  Brierly,  two 
good  interpreters,  were  present  and  took  notes.  By 
their  politeness  we  are  enabled  to  lay  before  our 
readers  this  speech,  which  is  a correct  translation, 
verbatim  et  literatim. 

After  the  regular  toast3  were  drank,  the  follow- 
ing was  offered  by  one  of  the  company: 

Our  illustrious  guest,  Black  Hawk — May  his  de- 
clining years  be  as  calm  and  serene  as  his  previous 
life  has  been  boisterous  and  full  of  warlike  incidents. 
His  attachment  and  present  friendship  to  his  white 
brethren  fully  entitle  him  to  a seat  at  our  festive 
board. 

After  the  above  toast  was  drank  Black  Hawk 
arose  and  made  the  following  remarks: 

Black  Hawk’s  speech.  It  has  pleased  the  Great 
Spirit  that  I am  here  to-day — I have  eaten  with  my 
white  friends.  The  earth  is  our  mother — we  are 
now  on  it — with  the  Great  Spirit  above  us — It  is 
good.  I hope  we  are  all  friends  here.  A few  win- 
ters ago  I was  fighting  against  you — I did  wrong 
perhaps,  but  that  is  past — it  is  buried — let  it  be  for- 
gotten. 

Rock  river  was  a beautiful  country — I liked  my 
towns,  my  cornfields  and  the  home  of  my  people. 
I fquglit  for  it.  It  i3  now  your’s — keep  it  as  we  did 
— it  will  produce  you  good  crops. 

I thank  the  Great  Spirit  that  I am  now  friendly 
with  my  white  brethren — we  are  together — we  have 
eaten  together — we  are  friends — it  is  his  wish  and 
mine.  For  your  friendship  I thank  you. 


388 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— AUGUST  18,  1838— MISCELLANEOUS. 


I was  once  a great  warrior — I am  now  poor.  ( 
Ke-o-kuk  has  been  the  cause  of  my  present  situa- 
tion— but  I do  not  attach  blame  to  him.  I am  now- 
old.  I have  looked  upon  the  Mississippi  since  I 
have  been  a child.  I love  the  great  river.  I have 
dwelt  upon  its  banks  from  the  time  I wa3  an  infant. 

I look  upon  it  now.  I shake  hands  w ith  you,  and 
as  it  is  my  wish,  I hope  you  are  my  friends. 

Sioux  and  Chipfewas.  The  Detroit  Daily 
Advertiser  of  the  4th  inst.,  mentions  that  a letter 
from  Fort  Snelling  to  a gentleman  in  that  city,  dated 
July  12th,  states  that  the  Chippewas  and  Sioux 
had  a brush  quite  recently  on  the  Chippewa  river, 
which  terminated  in  the  death  of  one  Sioux  and 
five  Chippewas.  One  of  the  latter  was  roasted  and 
eaten  by  the  former.  The  above  letter  also  ob- 
serves that  a severe  thunder  storm  occurred  at  Fort 
Snelling  on  the  9th,  in  which  a man  (name  not 
given)  was  killed.  The  rain  fell  over  five  inches 
on  the  level. 

Light  houses,  &c.  From  the  Army  and  Navy 
Chronicle.  Under  the  provisions  of  the  act,  approv- 
ed July  7,  1838,  “making  appropriations  for  build- 
ing light  houses,  light  boats,  beacon  lights,  buoys, 
and  making  surveys,  for  the  year  1838,”  the  coast 
of  the  United  States  has  been  divided  into  eight 
districts,  and  the  following  named  officers  of  the 
navy  assigned  to  the  duty  of  making  the  necessary 
examinations,  surveys,  and  reports: 

Capt.  L.  Rosseau,  from  Sabine  river  to  Key  West. 

Com.  E.  P.  Kennedy,  from  Key  West  to  Norfolk. 

Lieut.  W.  D.  Porter,  from  Norfolk  to  New  York. 

Lieut.  G.  M.  Bache,  from  New  York  to  Newport. 

Lieut.  E.  W.  Carpender,  from  New  port  to  Boston. 

Lieut.  T.  J.  Manning,  from  Boston  to  Eastport. 

Lieut.  C.  T.  Platt,  northern  lake  boundary,  east 
of  Detroit. 

Lieut.  J.  T.  Homans,  do  do  west  of  Detroit. 

Governor  Kent  and  the  boundary.  The 
Bangor  Whig  brings  ns  the  following  important  in- 
formation relative  to  the  intentions  of  the  governor 
of  Maine.  Mr.  Kent  is  in  earnest,  and  tile  bitter- 
est of  his  opponents  will  by  and  by  be  compelled  to 
do  justice  both  to  the  wisdom  and  policy  of  his  ad- 
ministration. “We  understand,”  says  the  Whig, 
“that  the  executive  government  of  the  state  are 
taking  measures  to  have  every  thing  in  readiness  to 
run  the  north-east  boundary  line,  according  to  the 
treaty  of  ’83,  on  the  first  of  next  month.  We  sup- 
pose the  course  taken  will  be,  to  appoint  commis- 
sioners to  proceed  to  run  the  line.  If  they  meet 
with  no  resistance  from  the  provincial  authorities, 
well  and  good;  if  they  do,  measures  will  be  taken 
to  protect  the  commissioners  by  a competent  mili- 
tary force.  Already  the  attention  of  the  adjutant 
general  has  been  invited  to  the  subject.” 

[ Boston  Allas. 

Gambling  on  the  western  W'Aters.  This 
is  a most  important  as  well  as  a most  alarming  sub- 
ject; and  we  trust  the  authorities  of  Illinois  and 
other  western  states  will  enact  such  laws  as  shall 
suppress  a demoralizing  vice,  which,  as  will  be 
seen,  too  often  leads  to  assassination  and  murder. 
The  Grafton  (111.)  Backwoodsman,  has  an  article 
on  the  prevalance  of  gambling  on  board  the  steam- 
ers in  the  western  rivers.  It  records  the  death  of 
several  individuals  in  an  unaccountable  manner,  and 
the  following  extract  shows  a state  of  morals  almost 
too  depraved  for  belief. 

' “Numbers  have  come  to  the  west,  lakmi  passage 
on  board  of  a boat,  and  never  been  heard  of  again. 
In  repeated  instances  within  the  last  few  years,  let- 
ters have  been  addressed  to  us  from  a distance,  with 
anxious  inquiries  for  a friend,  from  whom  no  tidings 
had  come  since  he  was  on  the  point  of  embarking  on 
board  of  a boat.  It  was  feared  that  he  had  fallen 
overboard,  or  died  on  the  passage,  and  we  were  im- 
plored in  the  most  affecting  terms  to  seek  intelli- 
gence of  his  fate.  Our  earnest  endeavors  in  most 
instances  have  proved  unavailing.  Could  the  deep 
and  turbid  waters  of  our  rivers  reveal  their  secrets, 
they  would  tell  but  too  often  the  long  silence  of 
those  absent  friends.  The  midnight  gambling,  the 
fierce  quarrel,  the  dirk,  the  sullen  plunge  of  the 
ghastly  corse,  with  heavy  weights  attached,  all 
foil  iw  in  quick  succession,  and  with  the  unerring 
certainty  that  effect  follows  cause.”  [Phil.  Inq. 

Liberia.  We  copy  the  following  contradiction, 
from  the  Liberia  Herald,  of  a story  that  has  been 
industriously  circulated  in  the  country,  by  the  ene- 
mies of  colonization,  causing  the  impression  that 
the  race  of  color  from  America  soon  become  ex- 
tinct in  Africa:  [Nat.  Intel. 

“We  hear  that  a report  is  circulating  in  America 
that  there  are  very  few  children  born  here,  and  of 
the  few  that  are  born,  none  live.  Now,  this  stale, 


(worn-out,  hackneyed,  barefaced,  up  and  down  lie, 
which  was  fiist  broached  by  an  American  ship  cap- 
tain who  never  told  truth,  but  by  mistake,  we  sup- 
posed had  ceased  to  he  circulated.  But  it  appears 
we  were  mistaken.  It  is  yet  said  that  the  former 
habits  of  the  people  were  so  licentious  that  none  of 
their  children  live.  This  falsehood  is  too  gross  and 
unreasonable  to  require  a serious  refutation.  If  it 
were  necessary,  an  accurate  classification  of  the 
ages  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  colony  would  give  as 
large  a number  of  livingchildren  born  in  the  colony, 
as  perhaps  any  population  in  the  world,  of  equal 
number.  The  rice  tub  of  many  a father  declares, 
in  language  the  most  unequivocal,  that  the  above 
is  the  grossest  slander.  The  first  child  that  was 
horn  here  is  now  alive,  and  James  Branden  is  his 
name,  and  sixteen  years  is  his  age,  and  a sturdier 
little  urchin  there  is  not  to  be  found.  How  abash- 
ed would  the  slanderer  be,  if  he  is  capable  of  blush- 
ing, if  he  could  only  see  the  said  James  Branden 
baring  his  head  to  the  scorching  rays  of  a vertical 
sun,  and  throwing  off  the  heat  as  indignantly  as  we 
do  the  slanders,  back  in  the  teeth  of  those  that  at- 
tempt to  heap  them  upon  us.” 

Steamboat  racing.  The  Cleveland  Herald 
of  the  31st  ultimo,  has  the  following  statement  re- 
specting a recent  steamboat  race  on  Lake  Erie. 
We  publish  it  in  order  that  travellers  may  avoid 
taking  passage  in  boats  the  commanders  of  which 
are  so  reckless  of  human  life. 

American  House, 
Cleveland,  July  31,  1838. 

Messis.  Editors:  I wish  to  avail  myself  of  the 
columns  of  your  paper,  for  a w ord  of  caution  to  the 
travelling  public. 

After  the  many  and  melancholy  disasters  that 
have  of  late  occurred  in  our  steamboat  navigation, 
I should  suppose  that  respect  for  their  own  reputa- 
tion, would  be  a sufficient  guarantee  for  the  future 
discreet  conduct  of  the  officers  of  our  steamboats. 

But  not  so.  The  steamers  Buffalo,  captain  Al- 
len, and  Erie,  captain  Titus,  left  Buffalo,  yesterday 
morning,  about  10  o’clock,  the  Erie  ahead  The 
Buffalo  soon  overtook  her,  and  the  two  boats  ran  side 
and  side  for  some  time,  and  the  officers  of  the  Erie 
all  the  while  changing  baggage,  ordering  the  pas- 
sengers hither  and  hither  to  trim  the  boat — consum- 
ing pilch,  and  afterwards  grease,  and  making  every 
possible  effort  to  keep  ahead  of  the  Buffalo,  blit 
without  success. 

Again  at  Erie,  the  two  boats  started  bow  and 
bow.  The  Erie  got  aground  in  coming  out,  and 
the  Buffalo  kept  ahead  until  dark,  when"  the  Erie 
again  came  up,  and  the  boats  continued  side  by 
side  for  another  hour.  The  Erie  passed  while  the 
Buffalo  stopped  at  Grand  River  to  wood,  and  in  order 
to  save  lime,  captain  Titus  of  the  Erie  landed  the 
passengers  for  Cleveland  at  two  o’clock  this  morn- 
ing at  the  Beacon  light  on  the  end  of  the  pier! 
Men,  women,  and  children  were  put  off  at  the  end 
of  a narrow  pier,  1,200  feet  from  land — surf  break- 
ing over  its  entire  length,  and  this  in  the  darkness 
of  two  o’clock  at  night!  One  passenger,  an  invalid 
on  crutches,  was  obliged  to  wait  there  until  morn- 
ing because  unable  to  hobble  over  the  slippery 
planking,  the  pier  being  too  narrow  to  admit  of  a 
carriage  taking  him  away. 

Such  conduct  on  the  part  of  the  captain  of  any 
boat  is  highly  reprehensible,  and  the  public  ought 
to  be  cautioned  to  avoid  such  boats  and  officers  as 
show  themselves  so  reckless  of  life,  and  regardless 
of  public  sentiment. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

C.  A.  Lord, 

Of  N.  F.  city,  and  passenger  on  board  the  Erie. 

Penal  system  of  Pennsylvania.  The  ad- 
vantages of  the  system  of  punishment  adopted  in 
Pennsylvania,  of  combining  solitary  confinement 
with  labor,  are  thus  set  forth  by  the  editor  of  the 
Philadelphia  Gazette. 

We  stated  the  other  day,  that  we  believed 
this  system  to  be  the  best  in  the  world,  in  all  its 
main  features — best  not  for  the  body  only,  but 
for  the  purification  of  heart  and  spirit,  through 
“the  castigation  and  severe  reproof,”  of  repentant 
thoughts.  The  views  of  Dr.  Leibtr  on  this  matter 
are  written  with  a knowing  hand.  With  him,  we 
conceive  uninterrupted  solitude  and  labor  of  equal 
importance  for  the  following  reasons,  among  others, 
to  which  vve  should  be  pleased  to  see  awarded  the 
widest  currency  and  acceptance. 

1.  It  prevents  effectually  contamination,  and  it 
alone  can  effectually  prevent  it.  It  allows,  there- 
fore, the  offender,  at  any  rate,  not  to  grow  worse. 

2.  It  is  essentially  both  a stern  and  a humane 
punishment;  stern,  because  solitude  is  stern  in  its 
character  and  especially  so  to  men,  who  nearly 
without  exception  have  spent  their  lives  in  boister- 
ous intercourse  with  fellow  criminals;  and  humane, 


because  it  is  a privation  rather  than  an  infliction. 
It  is  mild,  and  acknowdedged  as  such  by  the  offend- 
ers themselves  after  the  first  irksomeness  of  solitude 
has  passed,  especially  if  they  have  passed  previously 
through  several  other  prisons  or  penitentiaries. 
Solitary  confinement  at  labor  is  decidedly  a calm 
punishment. 

3.  It  is  emphatically  graduable  and  accommoda- 
ble  as  no  other  species  of  punishment.  The  offend- 
er, undisturbed  by  others,  or  by  new  inflictions  of 
punishment,  receives  from  solitude  just  that  im- 
pression which  his  peculiar  case  or  disposition  calls 
for  or  is  capable  of. 

4.  Advice  and  exhortation  can  be  adopted  to  each 
single  case  in  no  other  punishment,  so  precisely  and 
justly  like  moral  medicine,  as  in  solitary  confine- 
ment. The  religious  adviser,  assistant  and  comforter 
can  enter  the  solitary  cell  at  any  time,  and,  as  all 
religious  conversations  with  a convict  must  have 
much  of  the  character  of  a confession,  the  undis- 
turbed cell,  overheard  by  no  one,  is  the  very  place 
for  this  converse.  In  no  other  penitentiaries  can 
this  religious  instruction  be  given  effectually. 

5.  Solitude  is  the  weightiest  moral  agent  to  make 
the  thoughtless  thoughtful — to  reflect,  and  the  only 
one  sufficiently  powerful  for  the  criminally  thought- 
less. Solitude  has  been  sought  by  the  wisest  and 
best  of  mankind,  to  prepare  themselves  for  great 
moral  tasks;  it  is  the  only  means  to  bring  the  of- 
fender to  a more  rational  course.  Labor  united 
with  solitude  gives  steadiness  to  the  thought,  and 
makes  it  possible  to  support  solitude  with  ease  for 
those  who  have  not  been  accustomed  to  abstract  re- 
flection before. 

6.  It  is  the  only  punishment  known,  which  does 
not  irritate  anew,  does  not  challenge  opposition  in 
mind  or  body;  for  it  is  the  only  punishment  which 
can  dispense  with  the  whip  or  other  means  of  coer- 
cing to  obedience,  because  it  takes  away  the  oppor- 
tunity of  offending  anew,  with  the  exception 
of  such  offences  as  destroying  instruments  or  mate- 
rials, for  which  again  the  more  negative  discipli- 
nary means  of  withholding  labor  or  diminishing  ra- 
tions are  sufficient. 

7.  It  makes  the  lonely  prisoner  love  labor  as 
faithfully  as  the  dearest  companion — a companion 
who  will  be  with  him  for  life. 

8.  It  does  not  deaden  shame  by  exposure;  on  the 
contrary,  it  shames  many  into  repentance  by  its 
absence  of  all*  harshness,  as  is  frequently  found. 
It  does  not  inflict  on  those  who  have  a strongsense 
of  shame,  the  additional  punishment  of  exposure. 

9.  It  does  not  expose  the  convict  to  acquaintance, 
even  by  night,  w ith  other  criminals,  who  out  of  the 
prison  form  a very  compact  fraternity,  to  escape  from 
the  clutches  of  which  form  the  most  diffu  nil  obstacle 
in  the  way  of  resuming  an  honest  life.  The  history 
of  innumerable  convicts  proves  this.  When  ever  re- 
committed convicts  are  asked,  why,  simply  on  the 
score  of  worldly  prudence,  (hey  had  not  abstained 
from  a second  crime,  they  invariably  answer:  “You 
do  not  know  these  things;  a n an  leaving  the  prison, 
very  often  thinks,  you  shall  not  ca  ch  me  again.  He 
begins  to  work,  when  old  acquaintances  will  come, 
induce  one  to  drink  and  talk,  and  all  will  end  by 
agreeing  upon  a new  job.  If  one  resists,  he  is  ridi- 
culed or  threatened  with  exposure.”  No  tiger’s 
fang  is  so  firmly  buried  in  his  victims  flesh,  as  that 
of  criminal  acquaintance  in  the  life  of  an  offender. 

10.  It  contradicts  for  the  first  time,  by  irresistible 
fact,  the  convicts  in  their  belief  that  society  is  at  war 
with  them,  in  which  they  please  themselves  so  much, 
that  frequently  they  argue  as  if  they  were  the  hunted, 
the  pursued,  the  injured. 

11.  The  punishment  has,  therefore,  an  elevating 
character.  It  touches  the  man  in  the  convict,  not 
the  brute.  The  convict  sees  himself  treated  as  one 
on  whom  far  different  things  than  stripes  can  have 
an  effect. 

12.  It  is,  perhaps,  the  only  punishment  which  al- 
lows us  to  select  men  for  superintendents  of  prisons 
in  whom  sternness  does  not  overbalance  kindness. 

13.  It  trains  the  convict  in  cleanliness,  and  paying 
attention  to  the  neatness  of  his  dwelling;  it  imparts 
an  attention  to  the  room,  which  becomes  the  inci- 
pient stage  of  love  of  home,  with  those  who  have 
lived  irf  slouehy  disregard  of  it.  It  is  an  old  Eng- 
lish saying,  full  of  meaning,  “cleanliness  is  next  to 
godliness.”  A strictly  cleanly  man  of  the  laboring 
classes  will  never  be  much  exposed  to  offend  against 
the  laws,  as  a disorderly,  dirty  person.  Cleanliness, 
a highly  important  ingredient  of  national  civilization, 
is  equally  such  in  political  reform. 

Ohio  canal  commerce.  The  editor  of  the 
Cleveland  Herald  has  been  politely  favored  with 
the  following  exhibit  of  the  canal  business  at 
Cleveland  for  the  month  of  July. 

Collector’s  office,  Cleveland,  Avg.  2,  1838. 

Of  property  on  which  toll  is  charged  by  weight, 
there  arrived  at  Cleveland,  by  way  of  the  canal. 
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during  the  past  month,  27,124,723  lbs.  During 
the  corresponding  month  last  year,  there  arrived 
25,164,342  lbs. 

The  following  comprise  the  chief  articles  of  pro- 
perty that  arrived  during  the  month,  vi-z: 

196,280  bushels  Wheat 
31,418  do.  Corn 
9,938  do  Oats 
42,303  barrels  Flour 
3,152  do  Pork 
937  do  Whiskey 
21,64S  pounds  Butter 
39,349  do  Lard 
243,689  do  Bacon 
93  hhds.  Tobacco 

Of  property  on  which  toll  is  charged  by  weight, 
there  were  cleared  from  Cleveland,  by  way  of  the 
canal,  during  the  past  month,  5,389,683  lbs.  Du- 
ring the  corresponding  month  last  year,  there  were 
cleared  5,203,773  lbs. 

11,107  barrels  Salt 
1,278  do  Lake  Fish 
883,126  pounds  Merchandise 
203,522  do  Furniture 
101,533  do  Gypsum 
318,830  feet  Lumber 
570  M.  Shingles 

The  amount  of  toll  received  at  this  office  during 
the  past  month  is  $12,249  84.  During  the  corres- 
ponding month  last  year  it  was  $10,136  37. 

D.  H.  Beardsley,  collector. 

Beaver  i>r  Virginia.  To  the  editor  of  the 
Richmond  Enquirer:  As  you  have  obliged  me  in 
every  request  I have  made  of  you,  I feel  it  but  an 
act  of  justice  and  cou-rtesy,  to  give  you  the  infor- 
mation you  seem  to  desire  (in  a paragraph  in  your 
paper  of  the  8th  inst.,)  relative  to  the  appearance 
of  the  beaver,  in  the  county  of  Surry,  Va.  It  has 
long  been  known  that  these  animals,  to  some  ex- 
tent, remain  in  this  part  of  the  country — for  in- 
stance, in  1832  or  3,  I was  on  a visit  to  my  only 
brother,  in  the  county  of  Sussex,  residing  contigu- 
ous to  the  Nottoway  river,  on  the  south  side.  In 
that  year,  he  had  joined  a neighbor  of  his  in  the 
cultivation  of  a part  of  the  estate  of  the  late  Dr. 
Downman  of  that  county.  He  invited  me,  upon 
that  occasion,  on  a particular  day,  to  accompany 
him  to  that  part  of  his  then  growing  crop,  w hich 
was  chiefly  corn;  and  upon  arriving  on  the  banks 
of  the  river  aforesaid,  he  showed  me  the  most  am- 
ple proof  of  the  existence  of  the  beaver  in  that 
water,  and  innumerable  instances  of  the  most  per- 
fect paths  at  which  they  would  come  up  the  bank, 
pass  through  the  fence,  (always  at  the  same  place,) 
and  oftentimes  penetrate  the  fields  for  a quarter  of 
a mile  or  more.  I remember  distinctly,  that  he 
told  me  he  bad  several  times  tried  to  stop  the  gap, 
which  be  found  they  passed  in  at,  but  never  could; 
although  he  had  been  so  particular  as  to  have 
mauled,  for  that  special  purpose,  hickory  rails,  and 
never  had  known  them  to  fail  of  being  cut  in  two 
in  the  course  of  two  or  three  nights — particularly, 
at  particular  seasons  of  the  year;  and  “loud  and 
long,”  I remember,  were  his  complaints  of  the 
ravages  committed  on  his  corn,  at  all  stages  of  its 
growth,  by  this  wonderfully  mischievous  and  sub- 
tle animal;  for,  as  he  informed  me,  with  all  the 
pains  he  had  taken,  in  which  he  had  killed  several 
otters  and  many  muskrats,  as  yet,  he  had  never 
been  able  to  get  a shot  at  a beaver,  though  they 
had  been  frequently  seen.  Well,  in  February  of 
this  year,  my  brother  visited  me,  and  I asked  him 
if  he  had  ever  killed  a beaver?  to  which,  he  replied 
no — but  informed  me,  that  a man,  a blacksmith  by- 
profession,  and  a “yankee,”  had  removed  to  the 
county  and  settled  on  the  identical  land  that  he 
then  cultivated,  and  that  he  had  constructed  steel 
traps  of  his  own  make,  in  which  he  had,  up  to  that 
time,  caught  3 or  4 — two  of  which  were  of  con- 
siderable size,  much  to  the  gratification  of  the 
neighboring  farmers.  For,  to  use  his  own  remark, 
these  animals  were  more  dreaded  by  the  neighbor- 
hood, near  the  bank  of  this  river,  than  was  ever 
the  blue-tail  haw  k by  the  fond  dunghill  hen  with  a 
brood  of  chickens.  For  myself,  sir,  I am  of  the 
opinion  that  these  animals  are  to  be  found  in  many 
sections  of  Virginia  at  this  day.  New  Kent,  my 
native  place,  for  instance,  has  a bold  run  a few 
miles  below  the  court-house,  to  all  time  known  as 
the  Beaver  Dam  run — So,  also,  Goochland  and 
many  other  of  the  counties  in  Virginia,  have  places 
thus  named.  One  thing,  I assure  you,  I never 
passed  the  point  named,  in  New  Kent,  since  it  was 
first  shown  me,  now  30  odd  years,  but  I thought,  if 
I examined  it  at  all,  that  I saw  signs  of  the  beaver. 
If  therefore,  these  additional  proofs  of  the  exist- 
ence of  that  animal,  be  thought  of  any  service  to 
you,  you  are  at  liberty  to  use  them.  in.  any  way  yon 
may  see  fit — however  desultory  and  crude  they 
may  appear.  I have  but  little  doubt,  that  scientific 


“Benefactor,”  the  editor  of  the  Farmers’ Register, 
Mr.  Ruffin,  could,  if  his  leisure  would  permit  him, 
give  you  many  valuable  proofs  in  confirmation  of 
the  fact  of  the  existence  of  the  beaver  in  the  “Old 
Dominion.”  Yours,  very  tiuly, 

B.  Graves. 

Richmond,  May  9,  183S. 

New  York  auction  duties.  The  sum  paid 

into  the  treasury  on  account  of  auction  duties  for 
the  quarter  ending  June  30,  for  each  of  the  three 
last  years,  has  been  as  follows,  viz: 

In  1836  $58,948  77 

In  1837,  22,155  17 

In  1838,  46,546  77 

The  duties  paid  this  year  are  less  by  $12,402 
than  in  1836,  and  greater  by  $24,391  60  than  in 
1837,  or  an  increase  of  110  per  cent. 

While  the  merchandize  going  up  the  canals  has 
increased  18  per  cent,  the  duties  paid  on  merchan- 
dize sold  at  auction  are  greater  by  110  per  cent, 
than  in  1837,  and  only  26  per  cent,  less  than  in 
1836.  And  while  the  merchandize  sold  at  auction 
this  year  is  26  per  cent,  less  than  in  1836,  the  mer- 
chandize going  from  tide  water  on  the  canals  is  only 
5 per  cent,  less  than  in  1836.  [Argus. 

Application  of  steam  to  trading  ships. 
Mr.  Ogden,  the  American  consul  at  Liverpool,  has 
expressed  his  conviction,  in  a letter  to  a friend  in 
Baltimore,  (an  extract  of  which  has  already  appear- 
ed in  the  papers,)  that  he  could  place  an  engine  on 
board  of  the  ship  Star,  weighing,  together  with  the 
boilers,  from  eight  to  ten  tons,  propelling  the  ship  at 
the  rate  of  six  knots  per  hour,  with  paddle  wheels 
of  six  feet  in  diameter,  and  using  not  to  exceed 
three  tons  of  coal  each  day.  The  expediency  of 
such  an  application  of  steam  could  be  better  deter- 
mined by  those  disposed  to  examine  the  subject,  by 
seeing  the  vessel  and  knowing  the  position  on  board 
ship,  in  which  Mr.  Ogden  has  proposed  to  place  the 
machinery. 

The  ship  Star  is  600  tons  burthen,  commanded 
by  captain  E.  Glover,  so  long  and  favorably  known 
to  the  commercial  and  travelling  community,  is  ly- 
ing at  the  foot  of  Pine  street,  now  loading  to  take 
her  departure  for  New  Orleans.  She  is  a noble  spe- 
cimen of  the  great  strength,  beauty  of  construction, 
and  perfection  of  ship  building  in  this  country — the 
accommodation  for  passengers  offering  every  in- 
ducement of  the  most  luxuriously  provided  packets. 

[ N.  Y.  Evening  Post. 

From  the  Pacific.  The  editors  of  the  New 
York  Journal  of  Commerce  have  received,  by  way 
of  Jamaica,  Panama  papers  and  letters  to  the  18th 
of  June,  containing  advices  from  Callao  to  May  9th, 
and  from  Mazatlan  to  April  22d.  Lima  papers  are 
only  to  the  end  of  April.  From  a Panama  paper  of 
June  15th,  the  editors  translate  the  following  para- 
graph: 

Panama,  June  1.5th.  Near  the  end  of  April,  the 
Chilian  squadron  arrived  before  Callao,  to  carry  into 
effect  the  blockade  of  that  port,  as  well  as  Chorril- 
los  and  Ancon.  The  diplomatic  agents  were  notified 
of  the  same  on  the  26th.  Up  to  the  9th  of  May,  the 
blockading  force  consisted  only  of  the  corvettas 
Libertad  and  Valparaiso,  the  brigs  Aquiles  and 
Arequipeno,  and  two  other  vessels,  whose  names 
we  have  not  yet  learned.  It  was  said  they  were  to 
be  reinforced  by  the  Monteagudo  and  three  other 
vessels.  The  transports  Orbegoso,  Hope,  Hemosa- 
Chilena,  and  an  Austrian  brig,  brought  1000  men, 
who,  it  seems,  are  destined  to  the  department  of  La 
Libertad.  At  what  point  the  rest  of  the  expedition, 
consisting  of  4,000  men  are  to  disembark,  is  not 
known.  The  command  of  it  had  been  confided  to 
general  Bullies,  who  was  accompanied  by  the  Peru- 
vian generals  Gauiarra  and  Lafuente. 

It  was  reported  at  Lima  that  the  English  admiral 
Ross,  wdio  arrived  at  Valparaiso  on  the  13th  of  April, 
with  the  ships  of  the  Pacific  station,  would  inter- 
pose his  good  offices  to  bring  about  a peace.  It  was 
even  believed  that  the  British  minister,  Mr.  Mende- 
ville,  and  a mission  sent  from  Buenos  Ayres,  headed 
by  general  Guido,  were  co-operating  for  the  same 
result. 

Correspondence  of  the  Journal  of  Commerce. 

Panama,  18 ih  June. 

We  have  no  very  fresh  news  from  the  south.  Our 
last  accounts  are  the  16th  of  April  from  Valparaiso, 
and  28th  from  Lima.  Callao  was  blockaded  by  the 
Chilian  squadron,  and  preparations  were  making  in 
Chili  to  send  a strong  expedition  of  about  5,000  men 
against  Peru.  It  seems  that  the  two  republics, 
Buenos  Ayres  and  Chili,  are  determined  to  crush 
the  great  power  of  Santa  Cruz — who  is  represented 
to  have  some  inclination  to  make  himself  emperor. 
Money  was  very  scarce,  and  business  very  dull,  both 
in  Lima  and  Chili,  in  consequence  of  the  unsettled 
state  of  the  country. 


The  British  admiral  Ross  has  been  appointed  to 
the  Pacific  station.  He  arrived  at  Valparaiso  on  the 
13th,  with  several  commissioners  from  Buenos 
Ayres.  It  is  said  that  he  intends  to  use  all  his  in- 
fluence to  effect  some  peaceable  arrangement  be- 
tween the  three  governments. 

The  U.  S.  schooner  Boxer,  lieut.  Nicholson,  ar- 
rived here  on  the  1st  from  Mazatlan,  San  Bias,  and 
Acapulco.  The  Boxer,  made  a long  stay  on  that 
coast,  to  protect  American  property.  She  sailed 
about  22d  April  from  Mazatlan,  and  saw  the  Amer- 
ican ship  congress,  of  New  York,  clear  out,  bound 
lor  New  York  via  Valparaiso,  where  she  was  to 
land  the  supercargo,  a Mr.  Comstock.  She  had  up- 
wards of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  on  board. 
Mazatlan  was  in  a very  distui bed  state  on  account 
of  the  civil  war.  The  port  was  blockaded  by  a 
small  Mexican  brig. 

The  Boxer  left  at  San  Bias  H.  B.  M.  ship  Cleo- 
patra, hon.  capt.  George  Grey.  She  was  to  sail 
about  the  middle  of  May,  with  upwards  of  three 
million  dollars,  for  England,  via  Valparaiso. 

United  States  ship  North  Carolina  was  at  Callao, 
where  she  arrived  on  the  12th  of  April  from  Val- 
paraiso. The  Falmouth  had  sailed  for  the  Inter- 
medios,  with  Mr.  Hodgson,  bearer  of  our  treaty. 

Important  decision.  The  Natchez  Courier 
of  the  13th  July  has  the  following  notice  of  some 
important  legal  decisions  which  have  just  been 
made  there  in  the  U.  S.  circuit  court. 

Two  motions  for  new  trials  came  up  to-day  be- 
fore judge  Coalter  presiding  in  the  circuit  court 
here,  and  were  argued  upon  the  following  points. 

There  were  suits  brought  by  the  Planters’  Bank 
against  separate  individuals,  endorsers  upon  pro- 
missory notes,  discounted,  the  one  by  the  Planters’ 
bank  and  the  other  by  the  United  States  branch 
bank  at  this  place  and  transferred  to  the  former. 
The  defence  set  up  on  the  trial  at  the  last  term  of 
the  court  was,  that  the  contracts  were  void,  inas- 
much as  the  banks  in  discontinuing  the  notes  cal- 
culated interest  by  “Rowlett’s  interest  tables” 
which  divided  the  year  into  12  months  of  30  days 
each,  giving  it  but  360  days,  which  necessarily  gave 
more  interest  than  the  laws  allow  per  annum.” 
That  it  was  therefore  a corrupt  agreement  and  the 
contract  consequently  void.  The  plaintiffs’  attor- 
ney urged  that  this  was  the  general  custom,  adopted 
for  mere  convenience — that  the  contract  was  not 
intentionally  corrupt,  but  was  made  in  good  faith 
and  valid.  That  moreover  the  law  fixing  the  rate 
of  interest  attached  no  penalty  in  case  of  excess 
being  taken,  and  that  therefore  the  objection  could 
not  extend  further  than  the  actual  excess,  whatever 
it  might  be.  The  verdict  of  the  jury  was  in  favor 
of  the  plaintiff. 

The  motion  made  for  the  new  trial  by  judge 
Montgomery  who  defended  the  suits,  was  simply 
that  the  verdicts  were  “contrary  to  law  and  evi- 
dence,” and  he  waived  an  argument  on  the  subject. 
S.  S.  Boyd,  esq.,  the  attorney  for  the  plaintiffs  ur- 
ged at  considerable  length  before  the  court  this 
morning,  that  the  verdicts  ought  not  to  be  set 
aside. 

Judge  Coalter  susfainedthe  motion,  and  set  aside 
the  judgments  upon  the  ground  that  the  evidence 
was  clear  that  the  interest  calculated  upon  the  notes 
wa3  done  by  the  plaintiffs,  knowing  that  that  mode 
of  calculation  would  give  them  a fraction  over  the 
stipulated  terms  of  interest,  allowing  the  year  to 
contain  365  days.  That  it  was  therefore  “corrupt” 
and  that  the  court  could  not  interfere  to  enforce  the 
conditions  of  an  illegal  contract. 

The  question  will,  I presume,  go  to  the  high 
court  of  errors  and  appeals  before  a final  termina- 
tion. 

The  sacrament  near  the  Hermitage.  From 
the  American  Presbyterian.  Agreeably  to  the  no- 
tice previously  given,  the  senior  editor  of  this 
paper,  together  with  the  rev.  Mr.  Smith,  adminis- 
tered the  sacrament  of  the  Lord’s  Supper,  last  Sab- 
bath, in  the  church  near  the  Hermitage. 

This  church  is  known,  on  our  Presbyterian  re- 
cords, by  the  name  of  Ephesus*  and  was  erected 
many  years  since  on  the  domain  appertaining  to  the 
Hermitage,  principally  by  its  venerable  proprietor, 
the  ex-president  of  the  United  States.  It  is  beau- 
tifully located,  and  though  not  spacious,  or  even 
finished,  yet  it  is  a delightful  summer  temple  for 
the  calm  and  pure  worship  of  God.  Such,  at  least, 
it  seemed  to  us  during  the  services  of  the  late  solem- 
nity. While  such  seasons  are  generally  the  most 
joyous  and  elevating  which  believers  can  enjoy  on 
earth,  the  one  to  which  we  have  alluded  afforded 
more  than  ordinary  interest,  because  among  several 
interesting  accessions  to  the  church,  was  numbered 
one  peculiarly  interesting— we  mean  the  ex-presi- 
dent himself. 
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It  may  well  be  imagined  that  the  scene  was  thril- 
ling, when  this  veteran  in  years,  and  in  the  service 
of  his  country,  professed  allegiance  to  the  Sovereign 
of  all  worlds,  and  promised  eternal  fidelity  to  Him 
who  demands  the  homage  of  all  created  intelli- 
gences. How  could  it  be  otherwise?  A form  of 
no  common  appearance  for  inspiring  veneration, 
was  standing  before  the  assembly.  It  was  the  form 
of  one  who  had  been  long  known  as  amongst  the 
most  distinguished  of  his  country’s  generals — who 
had  often  perilled  his  life  in  her  defence,  and  who, 
under  God,  had  achieved  one  of  the  most  memorable 
victories  recorded  in  the  annals  of  modern  warfare. 
Nor  is  this  all.  The  same  venerable  form  had  filled, 
as  a statesman,  the  highest  seat  in  the  government 
of  his  country,  and  had  been  clothed  with  the  highest 
civic  honors  which  that  country,  in  all  its  unequal- 
led freedom  and  independence,  could  bestow. 

He  had  passed  through  a life  of  most  eventful 
scenes — he  had  returned  to  his  own  Hermitage — to 
the  tomb  of  his  beloved  consort — to  the  few  remain- 
ing friends  of  his  former  days — to  some  of  the  sur- 
viving children  of  these  friends,  and  in  their  view 
was  about  to  pledge  himself  to  become  a soldier  in 
a new  army,  and  to  engage  in  the  performance  of 
duties  of  higher  importance  than  ever  commanded 
the  attention  of  earthly  thrones  or  confederated 
states.  And  to  add,  if  possible  to  the  impressive- 
ness of  the  scene,  the  partner  of  his  adopted  son, 
dear  to  him,  indeed,  as  a daughter,  together  with  a 
beloved  niece,  were  also  about  to  seal  with  him 
their  covenant,  for  the  first  time,  to  be  followers  of 
the  Prince  of  Peace.  The  whole  of  the  preparatory 
service  was  deeply  interesting;  but  when  the  time 
arrived  for  him  and  his  relatives,  and  friends,  to 
arise  and  take  their  seats  at  the  table  of  their  as- 
cended Redeemer,  a scene  of  weeping  gratitude 
and  joy,  seemed  to  pervade  the  whole  congrega- 
tion. 

To  see  this  aged  veteran,  whose  head  had  stood 
erect  in  battle  and  through  scenes  of  fearful  bear- 
ing, bending  that  head  in  humble  and  adoring  reve- 
rence at  the  table  of  his  Divine  Master,  while  tears 
of  penitence  and  joy  trickled  down  his  care-w'orn 
cheeks,  was  indeed  a spectacle  of  most  intense 
moral  interest.  No  one,  indeed,  could  question  the 
sincerity  of  his  profession  of  faith  in  the  Son  of 
God.  The  whole  world  acquainted  with  him,  whe- 
ther friend  or  foe,  must  acknowledge  that  his  lips 
have  spoken  in  all  his  varied  difficulties  the  mean- 
ing of  his  heart,  and  that  his  actions  have  always 
corresponded  with  his  sentiments. 

May  God  bless  and  uphold  him  in  his  last  days, 
and  make  them  his  most  comfortable  and  happy 
days.  And  when  the  time  of  his  departure  shall 
arrive,  may  he  come  to  his  grave,  not  only  full  of 
years,  but  full  of  peace,  joy,  and  holy  triumph. 

In  all  real  conversions  to  God,  let  us  ever  remem- 
ber, that  “it  is  not  by  might  or  power,  but  by  my 
spirit,  saith  the  Lord.”  To  his  grace  then  be  ail 
the  glory. 

P.  S.  The  health  of  the  general  has  been  gene- 
rally comfortable  during  the  season. 

Washington  monument.  At  a meeting  of  the 
board  of  managers  of  the  Washington  National 
Monument  society,  held  on  the  19th  ult.,  the  fol- 
lowing letter  was  received  from  Mr.  J.  Kedglie, 
offering  the  choice  of  Ihree  lots  of  ground  in  this 
city,  for  a site  of  the  Washington  monument: 

Geo.  Watterston,  sec’y. 

July  18,  1838. 

“Gentlemen:  I regret  to  learn,  for  the  honor  of 
the  nation,  that  the  senate  of  the  United  States  have 
refused  to  grant  a small  piece  of  the  public  ground, 
within  the  city  of  Washington,  for  a site  on  which 
to  build  the  national  monument  to  the  memory  of 
the  good,  the  great,  and  noble  Washington — a name 
which  has  always  appeared  to  me  in  the  boldest  re- 
lief, and  with  which  my  feelings  are  so  strongly  iden- 
tified, a monument  to  his  memory  has  engaged  my 
mind  for  many  years.  Influenced  by  these  feelings, 
I,  therefore,  respectfully  tender  to  the  board  of  mana- 
gers a choice  of  lots  in  three  of  the  most  elevated 
and  perhaps  most  eligible  situations  in  the  city  for 
that  purpose;  the  summit  level  of  each  being  as 
high  as  the  site  of  the  capitol,  and  of  unshifting 
ground.  Either  of  these,  if  the  board  approve,  I 
shall  be  proud  to  grant,  and  glory  in  the  deed.  I 
have  uniformly  supported  the  society,  having  at- 
tended the  original  meetings  tending  towards  its 
creation,  and  will  go  heart  and  hand  to  promote  the 
object,  while  I have  the  pleasure  to  be. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 
John  Kedglie. 

In  consideration  of  the  above  letter,  by  the  board 
of  managers,  it  was  unanimously 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  board  be  pre- 


sented to  Mr.  J . Kedglie,  for  his  liberal  and  patriotic 
offer  of  a portion  of  ground  for  a site  for  the  monu- 
ment to  Washington. 

Note.  I am  gratified  to  be  able  also  to  state  that 
a similar  offer  has  been  made  to  the  board  by  Mr. 
Kinslay,  another  patriotic  citizen  of  Washington, 
and  that  the  refusal  of  the  senate  of  the  United 
States  to  allow  the  monument  to  Washington  to  be 
erected  on  public  ground  has  had  the  tendency  to 
call  out  the  patriotism  and  liberality  of  even  adopt- 
ed citizens.  The  contrast  is  certainly  mortifying. 

G.  W. 

Resignation  of  Mr.  Whittlesey.  From  the 
note  below  addressed  to  the  electors  of  this  congres- 
sional district,  it  will  be  seen  that  Mr.  Whittlesey 
has  resigned  his  seat  in  congress.  This  informa- 
tion will  be  received  by  his  friends  with  less  sur- 
prise than  regret;  for  it  is  known  to  many  of  them 
that,  for  the  last  two  elections,  he  would  have  de- 
clined a poll  for  the  same  reason  assigned  for  his 
resignation,  but-for  the  most  earnest  solicitation. — 
Mr.  Whittlesey  was  first  elected  to  congress  in  the 
fall  of  1822,  and  for  fifteen  years  in  succession  has 
represented  this  district,  and  discharged  the  incum- 
bent duties  of  his  office  with  a fidelity  and  devoted- 
ness not  surpassed  by  the  representative  of  any  dis- 
trict in  the  union.  His  services  were  by  no  means 
confined  to  the  interests  of  his  immediate  constitu- 
ents, but  were  of  an  extended  and  general  nature. 
And  there  is  not  a member  of  that  distinguished 
body,  we  are  bold  to  say,  whose  loss  would  be  more 
generally  felt  and  sincerely  regretted  than  that  of 
Mr.  Whittlesey.  [ Western  Reserve  Chronicle. 

Canfield,  July  20,  1838. 

To  the  electors  of  the  16 th  congressional  district  in  the 
state  of  Ohio. 

I resign  to  you  the  unexpired  term  thatyou  elect- 
ed me  to  serve  in  the  25th  congress.  If  this  mea- 
sure shall  not  be  approved  by  all  of  you,  I offer,  in 
my  justification,  my  long  absence  from  home,  the 
derangement  of  my  private  business,  and  the  neglect 
of  parental  responsibilities. 

Many  esteemed  friends  in  different  parts  of  the 
district  have  requested  me  to  be  a candidate  for  the 
25th  congress.  The  causes  that  led  me  to  resign 
my  present  appointment  control  me  in  declining  to 
be  a candidate. 

Your  fellow  citizen, 

E.  Whittlesey. 


AFFAIRS  IN  CANADA. 

Correspondence  of  the  New  York  Commercial. 

Toronto,  ( U.  C.)  August  6,  1838. 

Previous  to  the  departure  of  the  boat  on  Satur- 
day from  Niagara,  I had  barely  time  to  inform  you 
that  sixteen  of  the  state  prisoners  had  been  that 
morning  sentenced  to  death;  four  are  Americans 
and  twelve  are  subjects  of  the  queen. 

On  Friday  several  pleaded  guilty,  and  William 
Yerks  was  tried  and  acquitted.  On 'Saturday, 
Wihiam  S.  Wilson  was  tried  and  acquitted.  The 
law  of  England,  for  high  treason,  requires  that  when 
a bill  of  indictment  is  found,  the  prisoner  must  be 
furnished  with  a copy  of  the  bill,  and  with  a list 
of  all  the  jury  that  have  been  summoned  to  attend, 
and  ten  days  must  elapse  before  the  trial  can  be 
brought  on. 

A bill  of  indictment  for  high  treason  having  been 
found,  at  the  close  of  the  week,  against  Jacob 
Beamer,  of  whom  I have  before  spoken,  he  could 
not  be  tried  forthwith,  consequently  the  court  de- 
termined to  adjourn  over  for  the  coming  ten  days, 
and  to  postpone  the  farther  trials  until  Beamer’s 
case  could  be  brought  on.  They  therefore  gave 
notice  that  the  prisoners  who  had  been  tried  should 
be  brought  up  for  sentence,  together  with  those 
who  had  pleaded  guilty. 

About  1 o’clock  the  jury  which  had  been  out 
with  the  case  of  Wilson,  returned  with  a verdict 
of  not  guilty.  The  couit  then  directed  the  sheriff 
to  bring  in  those  sixteen  prisoners  w’ho  were  to  be 
sentenced.  The  sheriff  expressed  some  doubts  of 
the  propriety  of  bringing  in  so  large  a number  at 
once.  The  judge  very  properly  remarked  that 
there  was  no  danger,  that  if  the  civil  force  was  not 
sufficient,  a detachment  of  the  military  were  at 
hand.  About  half  past  1 o’clock,  the  prisoners 
came  in,  attended  by  a military  and  civil  guard, 
and  were  seated  in  the  jury  box. 

I was  favored  with  a very  eligible  seat,  being 
close  both  to  the  bench  and  prisoners.  I was  sur- 
prised to  find  so  many  of  the  prisoners  very  young 
men — and  two  or  three  looked  more  deserving  the 
ordinary  chastisement  of  a parent,  than  the  heavy 
penalty  about  to  be  adjudged  them.  Two  or  three 
are  handsome,  and  with  a few  exceptions,  nothing 
unfavorable  could  be  drawn  from  their  appearance. 
They  were  all  well  dressed — Miller  in  a suit  of 
black.  He  had  been,  you  will  recollect,  a law 


student  at  Maysville,  in  Chatauque  county,  and 
would  probably  have  defended  himself,  had  not  his 
counsel  offered,  at  the  outset,  a-plea  of  insanity. 

After  the  crier  had  made  proclamation  for  ‘all  per- 
sons to  keep  silence  while  his  lordship,  the  queen’s 
justice,  pronounced  the  sentence  of  death,’  Mr. 
justice  Jones  called  over  the  names  of  four  Amer- 
ican citizens  who  had  been  tried  under  the  act  of 
the  last  session  of  the  provincial  parliament.  The 
first  was  Linus  Wilson  Miller.  After  a brief  re- 
capitulation of  the  evidence,  he  asked  whether  he 
had  any  thing  to  say  why  sentence  of  death  should 
not  be  pronounced  on  him.  After  pausing  a few 
moments  he  spoke,  in  a fine  melodious  voice,  in 
substance  as  follows: 

“My  Lord:  Your  lordship  has  asked  whether  I 
have  any  thing  to  offer  why  sentence  of  dpath 
should  not  be  pronounced  against  me.  I shall,  with 
the  permission  of  your  lordship,  offer  a few  re- 
marks, not,  however,  with  a belief  that  I shall  be 
able,  by  any  thing  that  I might  say,  to  turn  aside 
the  impending  fate  that  awaits  me. 

“In  reference  to  the  statute  under  which  I 
have-been  tried,  I am  underthe  full  conviction  that 
it  is  unconstitutional,  and  in  this  opinion  I believe  I 
am  sustained  by  some  of  the  legal  gentlemen  now 
present.  I am  of  opinion  that  no  statute  affecting 
the  life  of  an  individual,  whether  a subject  or  not, 
can  be  considered  the  law  of  the  land  until  it  shall 
have  received  the  sanction  of  the  sovereign.  I 
know,  my  lord,  that  under  this  act  others  have 
suffered,  and  I have  no  reason  to  suppose  that  my 
pleading  its  unconstitutionality  will  beTany  bar  to 
the  awful  fiat  which  is  about  to  fall  from’ the  lips 
of  your  lordships. 

“ I am  indeed  asked  why  sentence  of  death  shall 
not  be  passed  upon  me.  If  I had  done  a deed 
worthy  of  death  I would  say  let  it  come:  but  I 
declare  to  your  lordship,  that  according  to  the  dic- 
tates of  my  own  judgment,  I deserve  neither  death 
nor  bonds. 

“ I have  not  been  guilty  of  the  death  of  any  one. 

I have  taken  from  no  one  that  wdiich  was  not  my 
own.  I came  not  into  your  country  to  destroy  its 
form  of  government.  I came  not  upon  its  borders 
with  arms  in  my  hands.  Y'oung  and  inexperienced 
as  I am,  I was  led  into  the  error,  for  which  I now 
stand  convicted,  by  the  advice  of  others.  Had 
truth  and  justice  prevailed,  I should  not  now  be 
called  to  stand  before  your  lordships  in  peril  of  my 
life. 

“ I say  I stand  convicted — but  on  what  evidence 
has  my  conviction  been  obtained?  Upon  that  of 
the  perjured  Doan,  who  has  become  an  evidence 
for  the  crown  to  save  his  own  life.  True,  there 
has  been  some  other  evidence  against  me,  from 
persons  who  I believe  intended  to  speak  the  truth, 
but  they  were  in  error.  No  doubt  they"  were  led 
astray  from  the  necessary  confusion  of  the  mo- 
ment. 

“ When  I became  sensible  of  my  error — when 
I found  that  it  was  better  for  me  to  return  to  my 
home — I was  told  that  the  lines  could  not  be 
passed,  and  that  if  I forsook  my  party  death 
would  be  my  portion.  Ttni3  situated,  what  way 
was  there  for  my  escape? 

1 appeal,  my  lord,  to  the  lancers,  whether  I did 
not  use  my  best  exertion  to  stay  the  hand  of  the 
assassin.  I appeal  to  every  individual  who  was 
present  at  the  attack  upon  the  lancers,  to  say 
whether  I did  not  do  every  thing  in  my  power  to 
prevent  the  death  of  any  one,  or  the  loss  of  any 
property. 

“ I am  here,  before  your  lordship,  convicted  as 
a felon;  but  appealing  to  my  own  conscience,  I 
avow  to  your  lordship  and  to  this  whole  court,  that 
I cannot  consider  myself  guilty  of  a felonious  act — 
yet  if  it  is  my  fate  to  suffer  death,  I must  bow  to 
the  mandate  that  decrees  it.” 

The  judge  asked  the  other  three  the  usual  ques- 
tion, and  nothing  being  said,  he  proceeded  to  pro- 
nounce the  sentence,  prefacing  it  with  some  perti- 
nent ternaries,  particularly'  addressing  himself  to 
Miller.  He  said  it  was  apparent  that  his  educa- 
tion should  have  led  him  to  a different  course  than 
to  be  found  with  a band  of  individuals,  and  with 
arms  too,  whose  aim  W'as  to  subvert"  the  govern- 
ment of  a country  with  which  he  was  not  con- 
nected, and  one  which  was  at  peace  with  the  Uni- 
ted States,  of  which  he  was  a citizen — that  the 
view  he  had  taken  of  the  constitutionality  of  the 
law  he  had  transgressed,  was  not  sound,  and  that 
it  was  as  much  the  law  of  the  land  as  any  under 
which  the  province  was  governed. 

The  judge  then  ordered  Linus  Wilson  Miller; 
George  Cooley,  Norman  Mallory,  and  William 
Reynolds,  to  be  taken  to  the  jail  whence  they  came, 
and  that  on  Saturday,  the  25th  day  of  August, 
they  be  taken  to  the  place  of  execution,  and  there 
be  hanged  by  the  neck  until  they  are  dead. 
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Mr.  Solicitor  General  Draper  then  moved  the 
court  that  sentence  be  passed  upon  the  following 

fiersons,  convicted  of  high  treason:  Samuel  Chand- 
er,  Benjamin  Wait,  James  Gamble,  John  Grant, 
Murdock  McFadori,  John  James  McNulty,  George 
Buck,  David  Taylor,  James  Wagoner,  Garret  Van 
Camp,  John  Vernon,  and  Alexander  McLeod. 

These  persons  were  separately  asked  whether 
they  had  any  thing  to  say  why  the  sentence  of  the 
law  should  not  be  pronounced  against  them. 

In  the  case  of  Benjamin  Wait,  his  counsel  mo- 
ved that  the  verdict  be  set  aside,  or.  the  ground 
that  Mr.  Wagstaff,  one  of  the  jury,  was  not  a liege 
subject,  but  a citizen  of  the  United  States.  After 
a few  remarks  from  the  solicitor  general,  the  court 
decided  that  it  was  now  too  late  to  interpose  that 
plea.  One  or  two  others  made  a few  brief  re- 
marks, when  the  judge  proceeded  to  his  painful 
task. 

He  told  them  that  in  all  probability  mercy  would 
be  extended  to  some  of  them,  but  to  whom  no  one 
then  knew;  that  the  jury  by  which  they  had  been 
tried  had  recommended  some  of  them  to  mercy, 
which,  of  course,  would  be  represented  in  the 
proper  quarter. 

He  urged  upon  them  all  the  importance  of  pre- 
paration for  another  world,  and  then  pronounced 
the  following  sentence,  (after  calling  each  by 
name:) — “That  you,  and  each  of  you,  be  taken 
to  the  jail  from  whence  you  came,  and  that  on  the 
25th  day  of  the  present  month  of  August,  you  and 
each  of  you  be  drawn  on  a hurdle  to  the  place  of 
execution,  and  that  you  be  there  hanged  by  the  neck 
until  you  are  dead;  then  your  bodies  are  to  be  quar- 
tered: and  then  may  God  have  mercy  on  your  souls.” 
To  this  last  expression,  there  were  several  who 
responded  “Amen.”  One  of  the  bailiffs,  a stout 
fellow,  who  stood  close  to  me  leaning  on  his  staff, 
burst  into  a flood  of  tears,  and  I assure  you  this 
soon  became  contagious. 

It  was  a scene  I pray  I may  never  again  be  cal- 
led to  look  upon — sixteen  fellow  beings  whom  an 
earthly  judge  had  limited  to  a life  of  three  weeks! 
and  these  men  in  the  prime  of  life,  many  of  them 
with  the  blood  of  youth  coursing  in  their  veins — 
their  average,  I think,  is  not  more  than  twenty-five. 


THE  VICE-PRESIDENT. 

District  of  Kensington, 
County  of  Philadelphia,  June,  1838. 

To  the  hon.  Richard  M.  Johnson, 

Vice-president,  of  the  United  Slates: 
Venerated  colonel:  The  undersigned,  a de- 
putation of  your  numerous  friends  in  this  district, 
have  heard  with  great  delight,  that  you  purpose  re- 
turning home,  after  the  close  of  the  present  ses- 
sion of  congress,  by  wTay  of  Philadelphia,  and  avail 
themselves  of  the  opportunity  to  tender  you  a hear- 
ty and  cordial  invitation  to  gratify  the  general  de- 
sire that  prevails  in  our  good  old  democratic  dis- 
trict, of  manifesting  our  respect  and  veneration  for 
the  favorite  son  of  the  west,  who  has  always  brave- 
ly, in  the  battle  field  and  in  the  council  of  the  na- 
tion, fearlessly  arid  faithfully  supported  the  princi- 
ples of  ’76,  and  the  just  and  equal  rights  of  “the 
land  of  the  free,  and  the  home  of  the  brave.” 

With  sentiments  of  the  highest  regard  ar.d  es- 
teem, we  are  your  most  obedient  servants, 

Peter  Rambo,  John  A.  Klufkee, 

Richard  Bacon,  John  Kelled, 

Jacob  Collar,  Joseph  Town; 

John  Fullerton,  Jacob  Funke, 

John  C.  Brown,  Andrew  Hague, 

Peter  Deal,  Thos.  H.  Brittain, 

Isaac  Smith,  Jacob  Robson, 

William  Baldt,  Win.  Robson, 

David  Clayton,  Wm.  Fans, 

Jos.  M.  Riterson,  Wm.  C.  Rohrman. 

Daniel  Dickes, 

Washington,  July  1 6th,  1838. 
Gentlemen:  Your  communication  is  received, 
inviting  me  to  visit  you,  together  with  your  fellow 
citizens  generally  in  the  “good  old  democratic  dis- 
trict” of  Kensington.  For  the  honor  in  w'hich 
you  do  me  in  this  “cordial  invitation,”  please  ac- 
cept the  tender  of  my  grateful  acknowledgments. 
It  had  been  my  intention  to  visit  Philadelphia  on 
my  retnrn  to  Kentucky,  had  the  session  of  con- 
gress terminated  at  an  earlier  day;  but  my  long  ab- 
sence from  home,  renders  it  necessary  for  me  to 
forego  my  inclination  and  to  make  no  delay  in  re- 
turning. 

Under  other  circumstances,  it  would  be  highly 
gratifying  to  repeat  the  salutations,  which,  on  a 
former  occasion,  were  so  kindly  reciprocated  by 
the  republican  citizens  of  your  district;  the  recol- 
lections of  which,  are  always  associated  with 
agreeable  sensations.  The  site  of  Philadelphia, 
with  all  its  environs,  never  fails  to  bring  to  the 


mind  a train  of  interesting  reflections.  Consecrat- 
ed by  the  landing  of  the  immortal  William  Penn — 
the  sublime  spectacle  of  harmonious  intercourse 
and  mutual  good  will  between  the  civilized  and 
the  savage — the  principles  of  justice  and  peace,  es- 
tablished upon  the  basis  of  equal  rights,  growing 
from  infancy  to  maturity;  justifying  the  character- 
istic appellation  of  the  city  and  county  of  fraternal 
affection,  and  eventually  becoming  the  birth-place 
of  the  happiest  nation  the  world  ever  contained — 
are  circumstances  which  must  always  render  a 
visit  to  that  vicinity  grateful  to  an  American.  But 
the  interest  is  greatly  heightened,  from  the  con- 
sideration, that  the  enlightened  citizens  of  Ken- 
sington have  continued  unshaken  in  their  princi- 
ples; and  in  all  the  revolutions  of  parties,  and  the 
changes  which  time  and  circumstances  often  effect, 
they  have  uniformly  sustained  the  great  and  good 
cause  of  democracy,  the  foundation  on  which  the 
prosperity  and  happiness  of  our  country  must  for- 
ever stand.  The  confidence  of  such  a community 
is  the  highest  honor  to  which  my  ambition  would 
aspire;  and  its  enjoyment  constitutes  my  richest 
reward.  I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

RH.  M.  JOHNSON. 

To  John  C.  Brown,  Jacob  Collar,  Peter  Rambo, 
John  Fullerton,  Richard  Bacon,  Peter  Deal,  and 
others. 


MR.  PRENTISS  OF  MISSISSIPPI. 

From  the  Portland  Advertiser. 
Correspondence  between  the  hon.  S.  S.  Prentiss  and  a 
committee  of  the  whigs  of  Portland. 

The  following  is  the  copy  of  a letter  addressed 
to  the  hon.  S.  S.  Prentiss,  inviting  him  to  partake 
of  a public  dinner,  with  the  whigs  of  Portland,  and 
his  answer  to  the  invitation. 

Portland,  July  23,  1838. 

Hon.  S.  S.  Prentiss. 

Dear  sir:  A very  large  number  of  the  citizens 

of  Portland  are  desirous  of  tendering  to  you  in  a 
public  manner  a hearty  welcome  to  this  your  native 
place.  Located  as  you  are  at  quite  a distance  from 
us,  among  a high-minded  and  generous  people,  we 
beg  of  you  to  be  assured,  that  we  have  not  been 
unmindful  of  the  valuable  service  you  have  render- 
ed to  your  country,  in  sustaining  with  success,  and 
an  uncompromising  integrity  of  purpose,  the  sacred 
rights,  and  privileges  of  the  citizens  of  Mississippi, 
and  in  maintaining  at  a very  early  period  after  taking 
your  seat  in  congress,  the  great  principles  of  the 
whig  party,  on  the  success  ot  which,  the  prosperity 
of  this  country  and  the  happiness  of  its  citizens  so 
mainly  depend.  The  bold  and  daring  attempt  to 
shut  out  Mississippi  and  prevent  her  citizens  from 
being  heard  in  the  councils  of  the  nation,  was  well 
put  down  and  nobly  destroyed  by  your  untiring  ex- 
ertions, and  we  trust  that  the  chivalrous  spirit  of 
the  citizens  of  that  state,  will  long  remember  the 
zeal  and  noble  efforts  exhibited  by  you,  which  broke 
up  a corrupt  combination  and  gave  to  Mississippi 
her  rights,  as  one  of  the  most  valuable  states  in  the 
union.  The  wicked  spirit  and  party  manoeuvring 
so  evident  in  that  high  handed  measure,  is  seen  and 
felt  in  almost  every  public  act  of  congress,  produc- 
ing the  most  destructive  effects,  which  is  testified 
to^  by  almost  every  individual  in  the  community. 
The  wild  and  visionary  speculations  of  the  past  and 
present  administration,  are  ill  suited  to  a republican 
form  of  government  and  the  recent  indications  of 
elections  throughout  the  United  States,  give  high 
and  cheering  hopes,  that  those  who  are  now  in  power 
will  have  to  quit  their  places,  for  others  who  will 
devote  their  talents  to  the  best  interests  of  the  peo- 
ple. To  the  whig  members  of  congress  the  eyes  of 
the  whole  American  people  have  been  turned  and 
will  continue  so  to  look,  and  the  people  have  every 
assurance  that  a cause  so  holy  and  just,  as  that  ad- 
vocated by  them  will  finally  be  triumphant.  Their 
reward  will  be  the  gratitude  of  a free  people,  which 
is  more  durable  and  honorable  than  any  monument 
that  can  be  erected  by  man.  We  have  been  request- 
ed to  earnestly  solicit  you  to  accept  of  a public  din- 
ner at  such  a time  as  may  be  most  convenient  for 
you,  when  your  fellow  townsmen  and  citizens  of 
this  city,  will  have  an  opportunity  of  manifesting 
to  you  the  feelings  which  warm  and  animate  their 
hearts. 

We  are  very  happy  of  being  the  organ  of  this 
communication  and  beg  leave  to  subscribe  ourselves, 
Your  obedient  servants, 

John  D.  Kinsman,  John  I..  Meserve,  Noah  Hinkley, 
James  Furbish,  R.  W.  Lincoln,  James  L.  Merrill, 
O.  B.  Dorrance,  George  Jewett,  John  Neal,  Luther 
Jewett,  Andrew  T.  Dole,  Stephen  Waite,  Jr.  Alvah 
Sweetser,  Olliver  Gerrish,  S.  B.  Beckett,  E.  D. 
Preble,  S.  Longfellow,  Jr.,  Geo.  Warren. 

Portland,  August  6,  1838. 
Gentlemen:  I received  some  days  since,  your 

favor  of  the  23d  inst.  inviting  me  to  partake  of  a 
public  dinner  with  a portion  of  my  fellow  citizens 


and  townsmen  of  the  city  of  Portland.  Absence, 
from  the  city  since  the  moment  of  its  receipt,  has 
prevented  my  answering  it  at  an  earlier  period,  and 
will  I trust,  be  accepted  as  an  excuse  for  my  appa- 
rent neglect. 

I assure  you  gentlemen,  that  the  kind  sentiments 
you  have  expressed  towards  my  adopted  state,  as 
well  as  towards  myself,  personally,  have  awakened 
in  my  breast  feelings  of  the  deepest  gratification; 
most  cordially  and  fully  are  they  reciprocated, — and 
should  the  hand  of  corrupt  and  arbitrary  power  even 
fall  heavily  upon  your  own  beloved  state,  I feel  as- 
sured a sympathy  as  warm  will  be  felt  for  you  upon 
the  banks  of  the  Mississippi,  as  that  which  you  have 
so  generously  expressed  for  the  violated  rights  of 
your  southern  sister.  1 need  not  say  that  your  par- 
tiality has  done  me  honor  overmuch,  in  relation  to 
the  humble  part  which  it  was  my  lot  to  act  in  this 
matter,  as  well  as  the  more  general  political  ques- 
tions of  the  day.  Without  fear  or  favor  have  I at- 
tempted to  perform  my  duty.  I certainly  claim  no 
credit  for  pursuing  the  only  course  which  was  con- 
sistent with  my  notions  of  honor,  principle,  and  ob- 
ligation to  the  country;  your  approbation  of  that 
course,  is  exceedingly  gratifying,  as  an  additional 
assurance  of  its  propriety.  I regret  that  it  does  not 
fall  within  the  scope  of  the  short  and  flying  visit  I 
am  making  to  my  relatives,  to  accept  of  honor,  such 
as  you  have  so  politely  tendered  me.  A long  ab- 
sence from  home,  and  too  great  neglect  of  my  pri- 
vate affairs,  renders  it  imperative  upon  me  to  return 
forthwith  to  Mississippi.  Permit  me  therefore, 
most  respectfully,  to  decline  your  proffered  hospi- 
tality, with  the  assurance  that  the  remembrance  of 
the  kindnesss  which  dictated  it,  will  ever  be  cherish- 
ed by  me  with  the  most  grateful  emotions,  and  will 
add  another  link  to  the  chain  which  binds  me  to  the 
place  of  my  nativity.  Accept,  gentlemen,  for  your- 
selves, and  those  whom  you  represent,  my  thanks 
for  your  flattering  intentions — and  my  warmest 
wishes  for  your  individual  health,  and  prosperity. 

I am,  with  high  respect, 

your  friend,  and  ob’t  servant, 

S.  S.  PRENTISS 

Messrs.  John  D.  Kinsman,  John  Neal,  and  others, 

committee. 


HON.  HENRY  A.  WISE. 

From  the  Petersburg  Intelligencer. 

This  gentleman  paid  our  town  a short  visit  on  his 
way  to  the  Virginia  springs.  He  left  Petersburg  on 
Saturday;  during  his  stay  he  W'as  called  on  by  a 
number  of  our  citizens,  and  was  tendered  the  com- 
pliment of  a public  dinner,  as  will  be  seen  by  the 
following  correspondence: 

Petersburg,  August  3,  1838. 

Dear  Sir:  The  whigs  of  Petersburg  have  heard 
of  your  arrival  in  their  borough  with  unmingled  sat- 
isfaction. They  seize  the  occasion  as  a fit  opportu- 
nity to  carry  into  execution  an  intention  long  enter- 
tained of  paying  you  the  compliment  of  a public 
dinner,  as  a slight  testimonial  of  respect  for  your 
lalenfs  and  approbation  ofyourcour.se  in  the  national 
legislature.  The  undersigned,  a‘  committee  on  be- 
half of  a large  number  of  your  political  friends  in 
Petersburg,  therefore  request  the  pleasure  of  your 
company  to  a public  dinner  to  be  given  on  any  day 
convenient  to  yourself. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully,  your  ob’t  serv’ts, 
John  D.  Townes, 

P.  Durkin, 

John  Bragg, 

Wm.  Robertson, 
Jabez  Smith. 

To  the  hon.  Henry  A.  Wise,  Battersea 

Battersea,  August  3rd,  1838. 

Gentlemen:  I have  to  return  you  my  most  grate- 

ful acknowledgments  for  the  invitation,  in  behalf  of 
the  wdiigs  of  Petersburg,  “to  a public  dinner  to  be 
given  on  any  day  convenient  to  myself,  which  you 
did  me  the  honor  to  present  in  person  this  morning. 

I arrived  here  a few  days  since,  and  have  been 
delayed  in  passing  to  the  White  Sulphur  springs  by 
the  kindness  of  friends,  without  the  least  expecta- 
tion of  this  manifestation  of  regard,  or  a greeting 
like  this  in  a land  of  strangers.  But  whigs  know 
each  other  by  the  instincts  of  gentlemen  and  of 
patriots,  and  under  ordinary  circumstances  I should 
be  tempted  to  obey  your  request;  especially  when  1 
find  myself  assured  that  you  have  seized  on  the  oc- 
casion of  my  casual  visit  here  to  execute  a design 
long  entertained  of  paying  me  the  compliment  of  a 
public  dinner  as  a testimonial  of  your  respect  and 
approbation.  I hardly  dare  decline  to  name  a day 
for  the  cloth  to  be  spread  around  whose  board  we 
should  learn  to  know  each  other  better,  and  pledge 
to  be  better  whigs  than  we  now  are,  even  in  the 
day  of  our  country’s  trial,  and  it  may  be  our  coun- 
try’s triumph  too. 


392 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— AUGUST  18,  1838— COMPLIMENT  TO  MR.  PRESTON. 


But,  gentlemen,  1 regret  to  add  that  a severe  at- 
tack of  disease,  which  commenced  before  I left 
home,  and  prostrated  me  quite  by  the  time  I reached 
the  hospitable  mansion  of  your  neighbour,  judge 
May,  has  deprived  me  of  the  bodily  strength  to  do 
the  duty  of  “table-talk”  or  any  other  kind  of  dinner 
service;  and  an  appointment  to  start  on  my  journey 
to  morrow  morning,  will  compel  me  to  decline  your 
invitation. 

A better  day,  however,  is  coming,  I hope,  for  us 
and  all  the  whigs  of  the  union.  I hope  I shall  soon 
be  re-invigorated  by  the  genial  air  and  waters  of  our 
own  native  mountains,  and,  if  God  spares  me  even 
to  return  this  way  home,  I will  tell  you  when  I can 
meet  you.  Cordially'  meet  you  as  brethren  of  the 
same  faith  and  the  same  fathers,  in  the  meat  and  the 
drink  of  a whig  dinner,  to  gather  new  strength  and 
catch  new  inspiration  in  a cause  of  which  every' 
patriot  should  be  proud,  and  in  which  every  Vir- 
ginian should  never  lire. 

May  the  genius  of  our  country,  whose  is  that 
cause,  and  the  avengers  of  her  wrongs,  and  the  peo- 
ple are  they,  conspire,  to  keep  Petersburg  an  asylum 
of  the  thrifty  free  and  a holy  abiding  place  of  their 
principles  and  their  house-hold  Gods. 

I am,  gentlemen, 

Gratefully  yours, 

HENRY  A.  WISE. 

To  Messrs.  J.  D.  Townes,  P.  Durkin,  John  Bragg, 
P.  C.  Spencer,  Win.  Robeiison,  and  Jabez  Smith, 
committee. 


THE  PRESTON  BARBECUE. 

From,  the  Columbia  Telescope. 

The  barbecue  dinner  advertised  for  last  Satur- 
day, the  4th  instant,  took  place  according  to  ap- 
pointment, and^was  attended  by  the  largest  and 
most  respectable  collection  of  citizens  that  we 
have  seen  in  this  place  for  some  years.  About 
12  o’clock  the  company  assembled  in  a shady  lot 
at  the  upper  end  of  the  town,  and  partook  of  iced 
drinks  of  various  kinds  until  1,  when  they  sat 
down  to  a sumptuous  dinner,  laid  upon  five  long 
ranges  of  tables,  conspicuous  alike  for  the  excel- 
lence of  the  materials  and  the  handsome  style  in 
which  it  was  prepared.  Much  credit  is  due  to  the 
committee  of  arrangements  for  the  judicious  man- 
ner in  which  the  proceedings  were  conducted;  and 
also  to  Mr.  C.  Neuffer,  under  whose  direction  the 
dinner  was  prepared.  Chancellor  David  Johnson 
acted  as  president,  and  colonel  A.  Blanding,  doc- 
tor Robert  Henry,  and  Joel  Adams,  esq.,  as  vice 
presidents. 

REGULAR  TOASTS. 

1.  The  slate  of  South  Carolina — She  cannot  join 
at  present  in  the  pitiful  scramble  for  office,  with- 
out dishonoring  herself  in  the  eyes  of  the  worid 
and  degrading  herself  in  her  own  estimation. 

2.  Governor  P.  M.  Butler — The  gallant  soldier; 
the  vigilant  commander;  the  careful  magistrate — 
whether  called  on  to  defend  the  frontiers  of  his 
invaded  country,  or  to  devise  means  of  rebuilding 
a prostrate  city — he  has  shown  himself  willing, 
prompt,  and  efficient. 

3.  The  speedy  and  firm  union  of  Texas  with  the 
United  States — A measure  of  vital  importance  to 
the  south;  and  in  comparison  with  which  the  sub- 
treasury  and  United  States  bank  sink  into  insignifi- 
cance; we  must  he  united. 

4.  The  Louisville,  Cincinnati,  and  Charleston 
rail  road — An  enterprise  worthy  of  the  devotion 
of  such  a man  as  Robert  Y.  Hayne;  a man  cal- 
culated to  grapple  with  and  overcome  every  diffi- 
culty in  the  way  of  its  triumphant  and  final  ac- 
complishment. 

5.  General  Jamet  Hamilton— The  south  rely  on 
his  talent,  zeal,  and  enterprise  in  securing  for  her 
a direct  foreign  trade. 

6.  John  C.  Calhoun — A Carolinian  and  an  able 
senator.  May  he  live  to  be  president  of  the  United 
States. 

7.  F.  H.  Elmore — A worthy  son  of  South  Caro- 
lina— We  esteem  him  too  highly  to  proscribe  him 
for  honestly  differing  from  some  of  us  on  a mat- 
ter of  doubtful  policy. 

S.  Hugh  S.  Legare— The  ripe  scholar,  the  hon- 
est statesman,  and  the  uncompromising  patriot. 
May  he  continue  to  enjoy  the  rightful  exercise  of 
bis  own  clear  judgment  upon  all  questions  where- 
in South  Carolina  may  have  an  interest. 

9.  Henry  Clay  and  Martin  Van  Buren — par  no- 
bile  fraium.  If  South  Carolina  is  true  to  herself, 
or  has  the  least  regard  for  consistency,  she  can  give 
her  vote  for  neither  of  them — she  cannot,  nor  will 
not  be  drawn  into  a choice  of  evils. 

10.  Our  distinguished  senators  and  representatives 
in  congress — South  Carolina  values  them  too  highly 
to  sacrifice  any  of  them  to  the  blind  zeal  of  party 
or  the  malignant  envy  of  demagogues. 

11.  The  fair  of  South  Carolia — Their  smiles  are 
oniv  for  freemen. 


12.  Win.  C.  Preston — An  early,  able,  and  con- 
sistent supporter  of  state  rights — a fearless  and  elo- 
quent advocate  of  southern  principles — a deter- 
mined enemy  of  tyranny  and  usurpation — while 
there  remains  a single  heart  in  Carolina  alive  to 
the  dictates  of  honorable  feeling,  or  a tongue  that 
dare  utter  the  words  of  truth,  his  services  cannot 
be  forgotten  or  go  unrewarded. 

On  the  reading  of  the  last  toast,  Mr.  Preston 
came  forward,  most  heartily  and  affectionately 
greeted  by  the  assembly,  and  addressed  them  in  a 
speech  of  very  great  eloquence,  in  relation  to  his 
ow  n public  course,  and  the  political  questions  now 
before  the  country.  The  committees,  we  under- 
stand, have  requested  a copy  for  publication,  but 
severe  illness  in  his  family  has  thus  far  prevented 
the  eloquent  senator  from  lurnishing  it. 

[We  will  publish  Mr.  P.’s  address  as  soon  as 
a copy  of  it  is  received  ] 

A number  of  volunteer  toasts  were  also  given, 
and  the  following  letter  from  the  honorable  Waddy 
Thompson  read  by  one  of  the  committee. 

Greenville,  July  22,  1838. 

Gentlemen:  I regret  that  it  will  not  be  in  my 
power  to  accept  your  kind  invitation  to  a dinner 
to  be  given  to  the  honorable  Mr.  Preston  on  the 
28th  inst.  Concurring  as  I do  entirely  with  that 
gentleman  upon  the  currency  question  which  now 
agitates  the  state,  added  to  every  consideration  of 
a personal  character,  would  have  made  it  agreea- 
ble to  me  to  have  been  with  you;  but  I cannot. 

I have  lived  too  long,  and  seen  too  much  of  the 
fickleness  of  public  opinion,  and  the  instability  of 
personal  popularity,  to  be  much  surprised  at  any 
thing  of  that  sort.  But  I confess  that  there  is 
something  winch  I am  at  a loss  to  account  for  in 
the  violence,  denunciation  and  proscription,  with 
which  three  of  us  are  treated:  who  hold  and  ex- 
press opinions,  which,  twelve  months  ago,  were 
held  by  nine-tenths  of  those  who  now  denounce 
us.  Two  years  since,  colonel  Benton  proposed  a 
measure  for  the  gradual  collection  of  the  dues  of  the 
government  in  gold  and  silver  only.  His  measure 
provided  lor  the  infusion  of  specie  into  the  circula- 
tion, by  driving  out  by  degrees  all  bank  notes  un- 
der twenty  dollars;  and  in  this  particular  was  cer- 
tainly a wiser  measure  than  the  late  sub-treasury 
bill.  It  was  not  supported,  as  far  as  I know,  by  a 
single  newspaper  or  politician  of  any  party  in  the 
state,  and  was  ridiculed  and  scoffed  at  by  the  oppo- 
sition party  without  one  exception;  if  there  was  an 
exception  it  has  escaped  my  notice  and  may  be 
shown. 

It  cannot  be  forgotten  that  less  than  a year  ago, 
when  the  reverend  Mr.  Fisk  rose  to  address  a pub- 
lic meeting  in  Charleston,  in  favor  of  these  anti- 
bank opinions  now  so  prevalent,  even  the  sanctity 
ol  his  robes  did  not  protect  him,  and  he  was  knock- 
ed down.  It  was  regarded  as  a sort  of  political 
blasphemy.  Now,  1 do  not  object  to  gentlemen 
changing  their  opinions;  but  I do  think  that  we, 
who  now  hold  opinions  which  one  short  year  past 
were  the  opinions  of  the  whole  state,  have  a right 
to  ask  some  little  toleration,  and  that,  in  despite  of 
some  evidences  heretofore  given  of  devotion  to  the 
state,  we  should  not  be  denounced  as  traitors.  It 
W'as  an  administration  measure,  and  it  is  therefore 
not  to  be  wondered  at,  that  the  great  mass  of  the 
administration  party  should  support  it.  It  has  the 
support  of  a distinguished  individual,  who  has  long 
enjoyed,  above  all  others,  the  confidence  of  the  nul- 
lifiers,  and  it  is,  therefore,  not  to  be  wondered  at, 
that  the  state  should  be  carried  in  its  support;  but 
that  it  should  be  regarded  as  a question  so  clear, 
that  honest  men  may  not  differ  about  it,  and  so  vi- 
tally important  as  to  supersede  all  past  ties,  person- 
al as  well  as  political,  and  a sufficient  reason  for 
again  blowing  up  the  angry  flame  of  party  spirit, 
and  dividing  and  weakening  the  south,  which  has 
so  many  reasons  for  being  united — I confess,  ex- 
ceeds my  comprehension. 

I send  you  the  following  sentiment. 

And  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Gentlemen,  respectfully, 

Your  friend  and  ob’tserv’t, 

W.  THOMPSON,  jr. 

Public  office — Not  to  be  desired  by  an  honorable 
man,  when  field  upon  the  tenure  of  one  man’s  will, 
and  at  the  sacrifice  of  opinions  honestly  enter- 
tained. 


COMPLIMENT  TO  MR.  PRESTON. 

From  the  Petersburg  Intelligencer. 

Read  the  following  interesting  correspondence  be- 
tween Mr.  Preston  and  a committee  of  Halifax 
whigs.  The  compliment  whether  considered  in 
reference  to  the  terms  of  the  invitation,  or  the  signa- 
tures attached,  is  one  of  which  any  man  may  be  proud. 
The  committee  was  composed  of  gentlemen,  who, 
for  intelligence  and  sterling  republicanism,  are  sur- 
passed bv  none  in  the  commonwealth.  Many  of 


them,  we  know',  have  seen  the  day  when  they  de- 
lighted to  do  honor  to  Mr.  Calhoun,  and  they,  no 
doubt,  now  regret  that  that  day  has  probably  passed 
forever;  but  his  colleague  is  now  attracting  the  sym- 
pathy and  the  admiration  of  all  in  the  land,  whose 
sympathy  and  admiration  are  worthy  the  regard  of  a 
noble  soul;  and  they  indicate  not  only  their  own 
feelings,  but  those  of  the  state  rights  party  generally, 
in  declaring  that  this  is  the  worst  administration  that 
ever  cursed  a free  country,  and  merits  unabated  hos- 
tility. Mr.  Preston  only  echoed  the  universal  whig' 
sentiment  on  this  point,  in  saying,  “that  the  Stuarts 
must  be  driven  out,  whoever  else  may  succeed.” 
It  is  the  settled  conviction  of  the  opposition,  that 
the  reigning  dynasty  have  perpetrated  enormities 
which  the  people  of  this  country  can  never  forgive, 
if  they  wish  to  preserve  the  public  liberty  and  pub- 
lic morals,  and  it  is  their  settled  determination  to 
exert  whatever  abilities  they  may  possess  to  expel 
these  miscreants  from  office.  Even  if  they  had  not 
sinned  beyond  forgiveness,  the  character  of  their 
offences  is  such  as  to  assure  us  that  w e cannot,  with- 
out being  treacherous  to  ourselves  and  country,  re- 
pose the  slightest  confidence  in  any  of  their  piomises 
of  amendment.  [ Richmond  Whig. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

Halifax  court  house,  Va.,  July  3 d,  1838. 
Dear  Sir:  At  a meeting  of  many  of  the  whigs  of 
Halifax,  convened  for  the  purpose,  we  were  ap- 
pointed a committee  to  invite  you,  in  their  name,  to 
visit  their  county  on  your  return  to  your  home  in 
South  Carolina,  and  to  dine  with  them  at  their  court 
house  on  such  day  as  may  suit  your  convenience. 

We  give  but  a feeble  expression  to  their  senti- 
ments, when  we  declare  to  you  that  your  steady  de- 
votion to  and  able  support  of,  principles  dear  to  all 
true  whigs — your  constant,  unwearied  and  eloquent 
defence  of  the  constitution  when  attacked  by  many 
and  defended  by  few — your  efficient  and  manly  re- 
sistance to  the  tyranny  and  corruption  of  the  most 
dangerous  administration  which  this  or  any  other 
country  has  ever  been  cursed  with,  have  called  up 
feelings  of  gratitude  and  respect  which  they  would 
be  delighted  to  have  an  opportunity  personally  to 
express  to  you. 

At  a time  like  the  present,  when  they  find  many 
of  those  whom  Virginia  has  been  pleased  to  honor 
and  to  trust,  fading  one  by  one  from  the  faith  of  our 
fathers,  they  turn  with  an  honest  pride  to  a native 
born  Virginian,  who,  in  another  land,  illustrates,  by 
his  life  and  his  character,  the  political  creed  of  the 
Old  Dominion  as  she  once  was.  We  feel  that  we 
do  no  injustice  to  the  sentiments  of  the  meeting, 
when  we  say  that  it  is  their  earnest  desire  to  accord 
to  you  a yet  more  decided  and  unequivocal  mark  of 
the  high  estimation  which  they  place  on  your  charac- 
ter and  services.  We  cannot  permit  this  opportu- 
nity to  escape  without  expressing  to  you  our  indi- 
vidual concurrence  in  these  sentiments.  V h !e  the 
south,  now  the  weaker  portion  of  the  confederacy, 
finds  herself  on  every  side  assaulted  in  her  dearest 
rights,  it  is  a source  of  much  satisfaction  to  know 
that  we  have  such  a champion  as  yourself  on  our 
side.  We  have  the  triple  security  of  talent,  integ- 
rity, and  a common  interest. 

Hoping  that  we  may  be  permitted  to  return  to  the 
meeting  whose  organ  we  are,  an  affirmative  re- 
sponse from  you,  we  are,  with  sentiments  of  dis- 
tinguished consideration, 

Your  most  obedient  servants, 

James  C.  Bruce, 

Win.  B.  Banks, 

Thomas  J.  Green, 

John  S.  Lewellen, 

Win.  Bailey, 

T.  Baker, 

Thomas 


Thomas  S.  Flournoy, 
E Barksdale,  jr. 
Thomas  Leigh, 

Wm.  Holt, 

P.  H.  Gilmer, 

Wm.  D.  Sims, 
Davenport, 

Committee  to  correspond. 


Columbia,  July  14,  1838. 

Gentlemen:  I have  had  the  honor  of  receiving 
from,you,  a committee  of  the  whigs  ol  Halifax,  an 
invitation  to  a dinner  at  your  court  house.  Your 
letter  was  received  at  the  very  instant  I was  quitting 
Washington,  and  not  read  until  I was  on  board  the 
boat.  Travelling  with  the  mail,  there-  was  no  mo- 
ment at  which  I could  acknowledge  and  thank  you 
for  this  flattering  testimonial,  elicited,  I doubt  not, 
more  by  (he  kindness  with  which  you  have  regarded 
my  wishes  and  purposes  to  do  good,  than  by  a just 
consideration  of  the  efficiency  with  which  I have 
prosecuted  them. 

I came  into  the  senate,  gentlemen,  at  the  moment 
w'hen  the  unparalleled  usurpations  of  the  executive, 
consummated  by  the  seizure  and  detention  of  the 
public  treasure,  brought  into  existence  the  whig  par- 
ty, composed  of  all  those  who  struggle  to  preserve 
the  constitutional  limitations  of  power,  or  the  prin- 
ciples of  free  government.  Against  those  usurpa- 
tions, so  utterly  destructive  of  every  thing  that  the 
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revolution  won  anil  sanctified,  we  have  continued  to  | 
struggle,  with  a zeal  which  thus  far  lias  not  been  re- 
warded by  a proportionate  success. 

In  1833,  the  public  money  was  found  in  the  hands 
of  the  executive,  unregulated  by  law;  but  even 
gen.  Jackson  was  unwilling  that  it  should  continue 
thus,  and  earnestly  recommended  that  the  dangerous 
trust  should  be  taken  from  his  hand,  and  placed  in 
the  custody  of  the  law — now  in  1838,  a willing  se- 
nate proposes  to  place  in  the  hands  of  this  president, 
exempted  from  legal  restrictions,  the  lunds  his  pre- 
decessor seized.  If  there  were  no  other  indications 
of  the  progress  of  right  principles,  the  patriot  whig 
might  be  disposed  (o  surrender  in  despair — but  re- 
cent events  administer  consolation,  and  teach  us 
confidence  in  the  permanence  of  our  free  institu- 
tions. The  power  and  patronage  party  has  been  re- 
buked by  the  house  of  representatives  at  each  ap- 
peal made  to  it,  by  a stronger  and  stronger  voice. — 
The  people  are  coming — have  come — to  the  rescue 
of  the  constitution.  The  mad  and  wild  projects  of 
a pampered  and  reckless  party  are  and  will  be  de- 
feated. 

But,  at  the  same  time,  it  is  my  deliberate  conclu- 
sion, painfully  and  reluctantly  arrived  at,  that  no  de- 
feat, however  disgraceful;  no  warning,  however 
solemn;  no  experience,  however  disastrous,  will  turn 
the  party  in  power  from  the  error  of  its  ways.  Its 
whole  organization,  principles  and  practices  are 
wrong,  essentially  immoral  and  revolutionary.  As 
long  as  it  is  in  power,  the  country  will  be  tossed  wilh 
violent  agitations,  harrassed  by  sudden  changes,  sub- 
jected to  rapid  alternations  of  factitious  prosperity 
and  real  disaster,  be  divided  into  sections  and  classes, 
in  bitter  hostility  to  each  other — while  a general  un- 
certainty, confusion  and  anxiety,  will  pervade  the 
public  mind.  These  are  the  necessary  and  inevita- 
ble consequences  of  the  domination  ot  such  a party 
as  now  govern  the  country — our  only  hopes  are  in 
a changeyrf  the  dynasty.  Let  us  expel  the  Stuarts 
whoever  may  replace  them. 

[■.  Is  there  any  man  who  will  look  back  upon  the 
history  of  the  last  eight  years,  and  believe  it  possible 
that  our  country  can  produce  any  other  par  ty  or  set 
of  men  who  in  the  same  space  can  do  as  much 
mischief? 

The  kind  temper  in  which  my  fellow  citizens  of 
the  whig  party  of  Halifax  have  been  pleased  to  re- 
gard my  humble  etl'orts,  will  be  a stimulus  to  in- 
creased exertions  in  the  common  cause  of  the  whigs 
and  the  constitution. 

For  the  favorable  terms,  gentlemen,  in  which  you 
have  been  pleased  to  couch  your  communication,  1 
beg  you  to  accept  my  sincere  thanks,  and  that  you 
will  be  assured  of  the  high  respect  and  considera- 
tion with  which 

[ am  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  C.  PRESTON. 

To  Messrs.  J.  C.  Bruce,  Wm.  B.  Banks,  Thomas 
J.  Green,  Win.  Bailey,  John  S.  Leicellen,  T.  Ba- 
ker, Thomas  S.  Flournoy,  E.  Barksdale,  jr.,  Thos. 
Leigh,  Wm.  Holt,  P.  II.  Gilmer,  Wm.  D.  Sims, 
Thomas  Davenport,  committee. 


AFFAIR  BETWEEN  MESSRS.  SEGAR  AND 
SAVAGE. 

Having  published  the  card  of  Messrs.  Huston  and 
Marlin,  [see  page  323)  in  justice  to  the  parties  con- 
cerned, we  give  place  to  the  following: 

From  the  Norfolk  Herald. 

To  prevent  all  misapprehension  and  misrepresen- 
tation of  the  recent  affair  of  honor  between  Mr. 
Segar  and  Mr.  Savage,  we  are  requested  to  give  an 
immediate  publication  to  the  following  letters; 

Washington,  June  24th,  1838. 

Gentlemen:  The  affair  of  honor  in  which  you 
have  been  involved  is  now  terminated,  and  I think 
it  due  and  just  to  you  both,  that  I should  furnish  a 
statement  of  the  facts  of  the  mediation  by  which  1 
have  the  consolation  to  believe,  your  differences 
were  honorable  adjusted,  and  their  trial  by  arms 
peacefully’  prevented. 

Mr.  Savage  arrived  in  Washington,  Thursday, 
the  11th  inst.,  and  called  upon  me  immediately  at 
the  house  of  representatives.  He  informed  me  that 
he  was  challenged  by  Mr.  Segar,  gave  me  a de- 
tailed account  of  the  causes,  showed  me  the  corres- 
pondence, and  applied  to  me  to  be  his  second,  as- 
signing among  other  apologies  for  calling  on  me, 
that  he  could  not  permit  several  of  his  friends  in 
Norfolk,  who  were  ready  and  willing  to  serve  him, 
to  be  disfranchised. 

I declined  to  act  as  his  second  on  the  instant, 
but  promised  to  procure  for  him  a friend  with  whom 
his  life  and  his  honor  should  be  safe;  determining 
to  reserve  myself  in  a position  where  I could  ren- 
der him  and  his  antagonist  a much  more  essential 
and  grateful  service  than  it  is  ever  in  the  power  of 
seconds  so  effectually  to  render  their  principals, 
whatever  may  be  their  dispositions  or  address. 


With  care  and  deliberation  I reflected  and  con- 
cluded upon  the  course  to  be  pursued.  On  Friday 
morning,  I advised  Mr.  Savage  to  address  to  Mr. 
Segar  a letter,  that  of  the  15th,  to  invite  him  to  this 
place,  and  inclosed  it  myself  in  a letter  which  I ad- 
dressed to  Mr.  Whiting,  accounting  for  all  inform- 
alities, and  disclosing  to  him  the  character  which  I 
had  assumed. 

After  despatching  these  communications,  I sought 
a second  for  Mr.  Savage.  Fortunately,  I thought 
of  a gentleman  and  a soldier  in  the  city,  general 
Felix  Huston,  whose  character  in  private  life,  and 
in  command  of  the  army  of  the  republic  of  Texas, 
has  been  no  less  distinguished  for  sagacity  and  hu- 
manity, than  for  firmness  and  chivalry;  and  on  the 
morning  of  Saturday,  the  19th,  I procured  his  ser- 
vices. He  found  Mr.  Savage  unused  to  arms,  and 
undecided  as  to  the  terms  of  a meeting.  He  caused 
him  to  decide  immediately  upon  the  weapon  and 
distance,  and  despatched  a communication  forth- 
with to  Mr.  Segar’s  friend,  leaving  further  prelimi- 
naries as  to  the  time,  place  and  position  to  be  agreed 
upon  when  they  should  arrive  in  this  city. 

Wednesday,  the  20th,  at  midnight,  I was  visited 
by  my  friend  and  colleague  Mr.  Hunter,  at  my  room. 
He  said  he  had  important  information  to  give  me  on 
a delicate  subject,  but  before  he  could  proceed,  he 
must  exact  a promise  that  I would  not  act  upon  it 
under  any  contingency.  Extracting  the  promise, 
he  told  me  Mr.  Key,  the  district  attorney,  had  just 
received  information  from  bishop  Meade,  that  Ibis 
duel  was  in  prospect,  urging  his  interposition  and 
mine  to  arrest  the  parties  on  the  event.  I had  an 
interview  with  Mr.  Key  myself,  immediately,  and 
promised  him  secrecy  on  my  part,  'hough  I could 
not  promise  any  direct  co-operation.  The  warranl, 
then,  had  already  been  issued.  The  next  evening, 
on  Thursday,  the  21st,  general  Huston  came  to  my 
room  and  informed  me  that  the  had  just  been 
dining  with  judge  Thurston,  and  heard  him  say  he 
had  issued  a warrant  for  the  apprehension  of  Mr. 
Savage.  His  first  impulse  was,  of  course,  to  in- 
form his  principal,  but  I found  no  difficulty  in  pre- 
vailing on  him  to  assume  the  responsibility  of  keep- 
ing the  information  secret  from  Mr.  Savage,  and  of 
allowing  the  opportunity  to  arrest  him.  I took 
care,  however,  to  consult  with  Mr.  Allmand,  of 
Norfolk,  upon  the  propriety  of  general  Huston’s 
acting  upon  the  information  he  had  received  at 
judge  Thurston’s  table,  and  he,  with  a due  sense 
of  the  risk  and  the  responsibility,  approved  of  the 
course  of  secrecy  towards  Mr.  Savage.  He  was 
therefore  kept  in  ignorance  of  the  danger  of  arrest 
until  late  on  Friday  evening,  when  he  received  a 
letter  from  Mr.  Segar,  through  me,  complaining  of 
procrastination,  intimating  the  probability  there- 
from of  arrest,  and  excepting  strongly  in  other  re- 
spects to  Mr.  Savage’s  course.  As  soon  as  general 
Huston  saw  this  note,  he  could  no  longer  withhold 
from  Mr.  Savage  that  it  was  imperiously  ne- 
cessary then  that  he  should  forthwith  leave  the 
District.  He  advised  him  to  keep  close  quarters 
for  that  night,  and  to  depart  early  the  next  morn- 
ing. 1 Friday,  the  22d,  at  about  four  o’clock,  P.  M., 
Mr.  Segar  arrived,  and  forthwith  despatched  Dr. 
Martin,  his  friend,  in  search  of  Mr.  Savage.  At 
about  10  o’clock  at  night,  Mr.  Savage  was  apprised 
of  Mr.  Segar’s  arrival.  I was  informed  of  it  by 
Robt.  E.  Taylor,  esq.  early  the  next  morning.  Mr. 
Savage’s  departure  was  of  course,  delayed,  and  he 
was  properly  concealed  from  the  peace  officers. 

As  soon  as  I ate  my  breakfast,  I visited  Mr.  Se- 
gar in  company  with  the  hon.  F.  W.  Pickens  and 
my  colic-ague,  Mr  Hunter.  He  met  the  interview- 
in  all  respects  as  became  him.  I told  him  my  rela- 
tions public  and  private  to  him  and  to  Mr.  Savage 
entitled  and  commanded  me  to  take  them  under  my 
jurisdiction  as  a mediator;  that  his  challenge  was 
informal  and  irregular,  and  his  letter  of  the  20th, 
complaining  of  Mr.  Savage’s  course  since  the  ac- 
ceptance, was  founded,  I knew,  and  vouched,  upon 
a mistake  on  his  part;  and  that  both  the  letter  ar.d 
challenge  must,  upon  my  authority  be  withdrawn. 
He  replied  very  properly,  that  he  was  ready  to  cor- 
rect any  mistake  he  had  made  in  his  letter;  that  he 
knew  nothing  of  the  etiquette  of  such  affairs,  was 
willing  to  correct  any  informality  in  the  challenge, 
and  cared  nothing  for  forms,  only  for  substance; 
that  all  matter  of  form  was  in  the  hands  of  his  se- 
cond, but  that  he  could  not  consent  for  him  to  with- 
draw the  challenge  for  any  other  purpose  than  to 
make  it  conformable  to  the  rule  of  propriety,  and 
to  the  code  under  which  he  sought  redress;  and 
when  reformed  and  corrected,  it  should  be  renewed 
immediately.  We  assured  him  his  second  should 
and  would  do  nothing  more  than  his  duty,  and  left 
him  to  seek  the  seconds.  Dr.  Martin  and  general 
Huston.  I informed  Mr.  Pickens  of  my  course; 
that  he  must  no  longer  advise;  as  he  was  to  be,  if  I 
succeeded,  a referpe,  and  to  leave  the  rest  to  Mr. 
Hunter  and  myself. 


Mr.  Hunter  and  I found  the  two  seconds  arrang- 
ing the  teims  of  the.  meeting.  Alter  some  conver- 
sation with  them,  in  which  Mr.  Hun'er  and  myself 
announced  our  object  in  calling,  I retiled  apart 
with  Dr.  Martin,  who  said  lie  saw  with  pleasure 
from  my  letter  to  Mr.  Whiting,  that  I had  mani- 
fested a desire  the  affair  should  he  amicably  adjust- 
ed, inquired  as  to  the  mode  and  teims  in  which  I 
conceived  the  controversy  might  be  settled  with 
due  regard  to  the  honor  and  character  of  the  parties, 
and  presented  me  with  a note  he  had  prepared  to 
that  effect,  endorsed  “informal,”  and  with  the 
express  understanding  that  it  was  not  written  by 
him  as  the  second  of  Mr.  Segar,  or  with  his  know- 
ledge or  consent,  but  solely  upon  his  own  individual 
responsibility,  dictated  by  his  own  willingness  to 
hear  any  proposition  tor  peace,  and  induced  by  my 
letter  to  Mr.  Whiting,  Mr.  Segar’s  second  in  the 
first  instance. 

I immediately  required  that  Mr.  Segar’s  letter 
of  the  20th  should,  on  my  authority  for  the  fact 
that  it  was  written  under  a mistake,  and  because 
it  was  an  offence  subsequent  to  the  challenge  (in 
no  case  allowable)  be  withdrawn,  and  that  the 
challenge  and  acceptance  should  both  be  withdraw  n; 
and  I pledged  myself  then  to  both  seconds,  in  case 
ol  sucn  withdrawal,  to  propose  a mode  of  adjust- 
ment to  w hich  neither  party  could  justly  except. 
Mr.  Hunter  approved  the  justness  and  reasonable- 
ness of  this  course;  and  the  seconds  were  both  com- 
pelled to  accede  to  the  withdraw  al  of  the  three  pa- 
pers. I then  named  the  hon.  F.  W.  Pickens  and 
the  hon.  S.  S.  Prentiss  as  referees,  with  power  to 
call  in  an  umpire  to  adjust  all  points  of  honor  and 
dispute  in  difference  between  the  parties,  and  to 
make  their  decision  final  and  conclusive,  required 
the  seconds  to  lay  before  them  all  the  publications 
and  correspondence,  and  denied  to  the  principals 
the  right  of  communicating  with  the  referees  or  of 
appearing  before  them.  The  seconds  accepted  in 
due  form  the  proposition  of  reference,  without  con- 
sultation by  either  with  either  principal;  and  with- 
out the  knowledge  or  consent  of  either.  The  re- 
ferees sat  immediately,  disagreed  in  no  particular, 
and  decided  and  adjusted  the  affair  by  a written 
award,  which  I approved,  and  I believe  every  man 
of  chivalry’  will  approve,  as  equally  honorable  to 
the  board  and  to  the  gentlemen  whose  case  they 
adjudged.  The  seconds  could  not  withhold  their 
approbation,  and  thus  happily  terminated  the  affair. 

My  object  in  addressing  you  this  letter — to  state, 
fairly  and  fully  all  the  facts  in  such  manner  as  to 
hush  and  silence  beyond  all  cavil  or  contradiction 
forever,  every  whisper  or  suspicion  against  the 
conduct  and  bearing  of  either  of  you  in  the  adjust- 
ment of  your  affair  of  honor  without  a meeting  in 
the  field- — is  now  attained. 

In  conclusion,  permit  me  to  assure  you  both  that 
you  owe  much  to  the  excellent  friends  Dr.  Martin 
and  gen.  Huston  whom  you  selected  as  your  se- 
conds. Their  conduct  ha.s  been  closely  under  my 
inspection,  and  I am  proud  to  bear  testimony  that 
to  their  prudence,  discretion,  and  nerve  in  assum- 
ing responsibility,  you  owe  the  good  fortune  that 
one  or  both  of  you  are  not  now  numbered  with  the 
wounded  or  the  dead. 

They  both  have  acted  as  jealous  and  watchful 
guardians  of  your  honor,  and  at  the  same  time,  as 
generous  and  magnanimous  friends  of  humanity 
and  of  your  everlasting  peace  of  mind.  They  have 
saved  vour  consciences  from  bloodshed  and  your 
characters  from  all  reproach.  It  is  enough  to  say 
of  the  gentlemen  who  kindly  served  as  referees, 
that  their  names  are  vouchers  to  a nation,  and  their 
decision  needs  not  the  authority  of  their  nanr.es. 

As  to  my  friend  Mr.  Hunter  and  myself,  we  were 
volunteers,  and  claim  but  one  obligation  to  us, 
which  we  now  enjoin,  that  you  shall  both  “forget 
and  forgive”  the  past — meet  as  if  you  had  always 
been  in  peace  with  each  other,  and  when  yon  re- 
turn to  your  homes  and  your  families,  afflicted  to 
mourning  by  the  threatening  of  your  recent  hostili- 
ty, you  shall  earnestly  co-operate  to  appease  the 
excitement  of  your  numerous  partizans  and  friends, 
and  endeavor  to  restore  tranquility  to  a county 
which  has  bestowed  upon  you  both  the  highest 
honors  and  confidence  in  t Ire  gift  of  its  people,  who 
have  been  agitated  and  disturbed  by  your  differen- 
cies  and  feuds.  We  are  confident  you  both  know 
how  to  display  courtesy  in  conciliation,  as  we  are 
sure  you  would  have  stood  the  severest  test  of 
courage  in  combat. 

For  myself,  permit  me  to  say’  that  I shall  ever 
count  it  a consolation  for  the  character  of  “duelist,” 
which  I despise,  which  I thought  had  nothing  to  re- 
commend it.  but  which  has"  undeservedly  in  the 
estimation  of  some  attached  to  me,  that  it  had  an 
influence,  perhaps,  in  drawing  your  affair  of  honor 
within  the  control  of  a disposition  I have  ever  felt 
land  manifested  on  every  occasion  of  the  kind  to 
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interpose  my  mediation  lor  an  amicable  and  honor- 
able adjustment. 

You  both  have  my  good  wishes,  as  you  have  had 
my  kindest  offices,  and,  gentlemen, 

1 am  your  obedient  servant. 

HENRY  A.  WISE. 

To  Joseph  Segar  and  Wm.  Lytt  Savage,  esqrs. 

Washington,  2 6th  June,  1838. 

Dear  sir:  Having  read,  at  your  request,  the 
statement  of  Mr.  Wise,  I am  happy  to  express  my 
warm  admiration  of  its  tone  and  spirit,  as  well  as 
my  acknowledgment  of  its  general  accuracy.  I 
would  take  the  liberty  of  suggesting  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  circumstance  that  I had  called  on  Mr. 
Savage  on  Friday  twice  before  I succeeded  in 
finding  him — once  early,  and  again  later  in  the 
evening.  I think  it  would  be  well  to  mention  also, 
that  gen.  Huston  and  myself  had,  before  the  ap- 
pearance of  Messrs.  Wise  and  Hunter  the  next 
morning,  promptly  agreed  that  a meeting  should 
take  place  on  that  day.  But  there  is  one  fact 
which,  in  justice  to  my  character  and  feelings, 
and  as  well  as  your  own,  should  certainly  not  be 
omitted.  I allude  to  the  resistance  which  I mani- 
fested for  a considerable  space  to  all  overtures  of 
pacific  arrangement.  This  I did,  not  from  a spirit 
of  bravado  or  from  obstinacy,  but  from  a sensitive- 
ness to  your  honor,  and  also  from  that  want  of  con- 
fidence in  my  opinions,  however  decided,  which 
can  only  be  derived  from  inexperience  in  such  mat- 
ters. I solemnly  declare  that  I would  a thousand 
times  rather  have  accompanied  you  to  the  field, 
than  enter  into  a compromise  without  a positive 
conviction  that  its  result  would  leave  your  honor 
without  a stain.  Mr.  Wise  will  recollect  that  his 
appeals  to  me  and  those  of  his  colleague,  were  most 
earnest  for  a long  time  in  the  presence  of  general 
Huston  until  I thought  it  indelicate  to  protract  the 
discussion  in  the  hearing  of  the  latter,  and  I accord- 
ingly  requested  Mr.  Wise  to  step  with  me  into  the 
next  room.  I there  exhibited  to  him  a letter, 
which  I had  previously  prepared,  in  which  1 sug- 
gested the  terms  upon  which  alone  an  arrangement 
could  be  effected.  This  letter  contained  a solemn 
declaration,  that  my  act  was  without  the  knowledge 
of  Mr.  Segar;  not  in  my  character  of  second;  not 
designed  for  the  ear  of  the  opposite  party,  and 
upon  my  sole  and  serious  responsibility.  Mr.  Wise 
at  once  approved  of  its  spirit,  but  objected  to  the 
stipulation  of  conditions,  as  incompatible  with  his 
plan  of  arrangement,  and  desired  me  to  address  him 
a note,  simply  requesting  him  to  suggest  his  views 
in  reference  to  an  amicable  and  honorable  adjust- 
ment. This  I did,  in  a letter  marked  “informal 
and  confidential,”  which  bears  date,  half  past  ten 
A.  M.  whereas  the  last  paper  drawn  up  between 
gen.  Huston  and  myself  is  dated  nine  A.  M.,  prov- 
ing that  considerably  more  than  an  hour  had  elaps- 
ed from  the  interruption  of  our  preliminaries,  until 
I wrote  my  note  in  accordance  with  the  suggestion 
of  Mr.  Wise.  Upon  examining  Mr.  Wise’s  state- 
ment, it  will  be  seen  that  he  has  inadvertently  con- 
founded my  two  letters,  as  he  speaks  of  the  one 
last  described,  as  already  prepared,  and  having  been 
immediately  shown  to  him.  Those  facts  are  im- 
portant, because  I had  fully  made  up  my  mind, 
much  as  I desired  in  my  heart  a pacific  termination, 
to  listen  to  no  terms*  until  I had  positively  convinc- 
ed myself  that  they  would  result  in  an  arrangement 
which  ought  to  prove  entirely  satisfactory  to  my 
principal.  In  a later  stage  of  the  proceedings,  I 
had  great  scruples  about  the  right  or  propriety  of 
binding  my  principal  by  the  decision  of  the  referees, 
and  this  again  was  the  subject  of  a protracted  resist- 
ance on  ray  part,  nor  did  I yield  my  scruples,  until 
I had  obtained  the  approval  of  Dr.  Linn  of  the  sen- 
ate, in  whose  judgment  I had  the  most  perfect 
confidence. 

I omit  other  particulars  as  not  being  to  the  pre- 
sent purpose,  but  will  merely  observe,  that  after 
the  reference  had  been  made,  I deemed  it  necessa- 
ry to  excuse  myself  to  Mr.  Hunter  and  others,  for 
my  apparent  pertinacity,  by  attributing  it  to  the 
hesitation  naturally  springing  up  from  a want  of 
confidence,  on  account  of  inexperience  in  such 
matters.  I had  gone,  however,  into  Ihe  business, 
with  the  principles  upon  which  I should  act,  fully 
matured;  yet  I wished  myself  sustained  by  the 
judgment  of  others  of  more  authority,  not  so  much 
for  my  own  satisfaction,  as  for  that  of  my  principal. 
Anxious  as  I was  for  arrangement  honorable  to 


,4To  prevent  all  possibility  of  misapprehension,  1 
will  state,  that  when  I speak  of  terms  or  overtures, 
I allude  to  those  proceeding  from  the  mediating 
friends.  "I  he  attitude  of  gen.  Huston,  as  represent- 
ing the  challenged  party,  was  one  of  decorous  re- 
serve, until  his  reception  of  my  first  note. 

J.  L.  M. 


both  parties,  (for  it  would  have  been  no  gratification 
to  me  to  obtain  the  slightest  triumph  over  your  ad- 
versary,) no  danger,  no  obloquy,  no  tenderness  of 
feeling,  no  appeal,  however  earnest  or  eloquent, 
could  have  induced  me  to  compromit  in  the  smallest 
measure,  the  character  or  feelings  of  my  friend.  I 
repeat  it — I do  full  justice  to  the  spirit,  the  fair- 
ness, the  eloquence,  the  general  accuracy  of  Mr. 
Wise’s  statement;  and  yet  the  reader,  uninformed 
of  all  the  circumstances,  might  infer,  not  only  that  I, 
representing  the  challenging  party,  had  yielded  too 
promptly  and  easily,  but  that  I had  even  volunteer- 
ed upon  the  spot,  overtures,  which  would  have 
been  in  direct  opposition  to  the  known  determina- 
of  my  friend,  and  to  my  own  ideas  of  duty  and  pro- 
priety. With  the  warmest  admiration  for  the  course 
of  Mr.  Wise,  and  the  fullest  confidence  in  the  jus- 
tice of  his  intentions  and  the  generosity  of  his  feel- 
ings, I request  that  you  will  bring  this  letter  un- 
der his  eye,  without  delay.  Truly  your  friend, 

J.  L.  MARTIN. 

Jos.  Segar,  esq. 

House  of  representatives, 

Jvue  2 6th,  12  o’clock,  M.  1838. 

Dear  sir:  I have  just  read  the  foregoing  letter, 
and  certainly  can  corroborate  its  statements,  as  I do 
fully,  and  meant  to  do  in  my  letter  to  you,  so  far 
as  the  facts  were  within  my  knowledge,  and  they 
all  generally  were.  Dr.  Martin’s  statement  as  to 
his  first  letter  to  me,  particularly,  is  true,  and  I 
omitted  what  he  supplies,  only  from  the  impres- 
sion that  it  was  an  unnecessary  particular.  He 
was  assuredly,  jealously  cautious  in  every  step  he 
took,  and  I could  not  prevail  on  him  until  he  left 
me  to  advise  with  Dr.  Linn.  I approved  of  Dr.  M’s 
course  in  every  respect.  Yours,  &c.  &c. 

Ii.  A.  WISE. 

Jos.  Segar,  esq. 


DEATH  OF  PETER  W.  GRAYSON,  ESQ.  OF 
TEXAS. 

From  the  New  York  Evening  Star. 

We  have  the  melancholy  satisfaction  of  laying 
before  our  readers  the  authentic  details  of  the  late 
suicide  of  Mr.  Grayson,  which  has  occasioned  so 
much  remark  throughout  the  United  States.  They 
have  been  politely  furnished  us  by  John  G.  Tod, 
esq.  of  Texas,  his  friend  and  associate  in  the  com- 
mission appointed  by  the  Texan  government  to 
purchase  vessels  of  war  in  this  country.  Mr.  Tod 
left  Texas  two  w'eeks  after  col.  Grayson,  and  ar- 
rived at  Lexington  July  14th,  and,  two  days  after 
that,  received  the  unexpected  and  distressing  in- 
telligence of  the  death  of  his  friend,  which  took 
place  at  Bean’s  Station,  a town  in  the  Cumberland 
mountains  of  Tennessee. 

His  own  last  memorial  of  himself,  supported  as 
it  is  by  the  concurrent  testimony  ofthose  who  have 
known  him  from  youth,  prove  that  he  has  fallen  a 
victim  to  a morbid  melancholy,  which,  without  any 
special  cause,  has  preyed  upon  his  existence  for 
many  years.  And  here  it  is  important  to  pre- 
mise, that  a more  temperate  person,  considering 
the  exciting  situations  into  which  his  career  has 
thrown  him  during  several  years  past,  has  rarely 
existed. 

Particulars  of  iiis  death.  The  following 
is  the  memorandum  taken  by  Mr.  Tod  from  Mr. 
Mays,  the  landlord  of  the  inn  at  Bean’s  Station, 
where  col.  Grayson  committed  the  fatal  deed. 

Wythe  Court  House,  ( Fa.)  July  28,  1838. 

My  dear  Potter:  I wrote  you  last  from  Har- 
rodsburg,  as  I was  on  my  way  to  Barboursville  and 
Bean  s Station.  When  I got  to  Barboursville,  I 
found  that  col  Love  had  been  over  there,  and  got 
all  the  effects  belonging  to  our  much-lamented 
friend  Grayson.  He  gave  me  all  the  papers  rela- 
ting to  our  mission,  and  a copy  of  (he  two  commu- 
nications which  I herewith  send  you.  1 only  re- 
mained there  until  the  next  stage,  and  then  went 
to  Bean’s  station,  where  I intended  to  communicate 
with  our  government,  as  well  as  with  my  friends 
McKinney,  col.  Hill,  and  many  others,  who  will 
expect,  and  think  it  strange,  if  I do  not  give  them 
a full  and  early  account  of  this  distressing  and 
heart-rending  occurrence.  While  at  Bean’s  Sla- 
tion  I felt  too  sensibly  that  it  was  useless  for  me  to 
undertake  to  write  any  thing,  for  there  was  such  a 
feeling  of  gloom  and  distressing  reminiscences  con- 
nected with  the  place,  and  I decided  to  leave  there 
at  once  for  Baltimore.  I find  myself  compelled  to 
remain  here  until  to-morrow,  hoping  that  I will  be 
well  enough  to  prosecute  my  journey.  But  I am 
digressing.  Probably  it  will  be  better  for  me  to 
give  a kind  of  preface  here  of  what  occurred  be- 
fore he  committed  the  deplorable  event.  I noted 
it  down  from  the  landlord’s  own  lips. 

“Mr.  Grayson  arrived  at  Bean’s  Station  on  the 
8th  inst.  from  Knoxville;  appeared  restless  and  im- 
patient, as  he  asked  two  or  three  times  for  a room 


before  he  was  showed  one.  Came  down  to  dinner, 
but  ate  nothing;  requested  a cup  of  tea  to  be  sent 
to  his  room.  In  the  evening  he  came  down,  and 
conversed  with  Mrs.  Mays,  and  appeared  compos- 
ed. He  had  complained  of  a pain  over  his  eyes, 
and  Mr.  Mays  recommended  him  to  make  use  of  a 
sulphur  spring  in  the  neighborhood.  He  appeared 
anxious' to  do  so  at  first,  but  finally  declined,  stating 
that  he  w’ould  not  be  able  to  rise  early.  He  retired 
to  rest  at  Ihe  usual  hour,  carrying  a short  piece  of 
candle  to  his  room,  and  let  it  burn  out.  The  next 
morning  the  boy  went  into  his  room  with  a towel 
and  water  to  wash  with.  He  directed  the  servant 
to  clean  his  boots,  which  was  done;  and  when  the 
boy  took  them  up,  he  told  him  he  had  no  further 
use  for  him.  The  boy  immediately  left  the  room, 
and  in  eight  or  ten  minutes  afterwards  the  report 
of  a pistol  was  heard,  though  it  was  thought  by  the 
inmates  of  the  house  below  to  have  been  a gun  fired 
off'  out  of  doors.  The  hour  for  breakfast  arrived, 
and  the  girl  carried  it  up  to  his  room.  She  found 
him  dead.” 

A phial  of  laudanum,  about  half  full,  was  found 
on  the  table.  It  is  supposed  that  he  drank  too 
little  of  it,  which,  with  the  excitement,  &c.  failed 
to  accomplish  his  object.  The  boy  said  he  found 
him  lying  on  the  top  of  the  bed  clothes,  and  looked 
out  of  his  eyes  as  if  he  w-as  very  sleepy.  There 
were  two  beds  in  the  room,  and  it  is  thought  that 
he  was  sitting  on  the  one  which  he  occupied,  with 
his  body  inclined  towards  the  other,  w'bere  he  shot 
himself;  the  other  was  directly  opposite,  and  he  was 
found  half  way  under  it.  No  blood  was  found  on 
the  bedding,  though  a piece  of  the  skull  bone  was 
found  lying  there.  The  brains  were  thrown  about 
the  room,  though  very  little  blood.  The  pistol 
must  have  been  placed  a little  below  the  right  tem- 
ple, as  all  the  upper  part  of  that  side  of  his  head 
was  blown  entirely  off.  The  following  lines  were 
addressed  to  the  landlord,  and  left  on  the  table  in 
such  a position  that  the  eye  would  discover  them 
immediately  on  entering  the  room. 

Mr.  Mays.  I pray  you  pardon  the  frightful  scene 
I have  made  in  your  house. 

You  will,  ere  long,  learn  that  I have  not  been 
wholly  an  unworthy  man. 

I have  to  request  you  to  write  to  colonel  James 
Love,  formerly  a resident  of  Bartonsville,  Ky.,  who, 

I think,  is  there  at  this  time,  though  intending  to 
remove  with  his  family,  in  the  fall,  for  Texas,  in- 
forming him  of  what  has  occurred  here,  and.of  my 
wish  that  he  would  be  good  enough  to  come  to  this 
point,  and  take  charge  of  my  baggage,  examine, 
arid  do  with  it  what  he  will  see  is  proper.  In  the 
meanwhile,  I hope  the  best  care  will  be  taken  of  it. 

You  will  find  money  in  my  pocket-book  to  defray 
all  my  necessary  expenses." 

I beseech  you  again  to  pardon  the  trouble  I give 
you. 

P.  W.  GRAYSON,  of  Texas. 

The  following  is  a copy  that  he  left  for  his 
friends  : 

To  my  friends.  I go  to  my  grave  for  the  quiet 
the  world  can  never  give  me. 

The  fiend  that  pursued  me  for  a long  time  previous 
to  1830,  and  then  let  me  rest,  (’twas  when  I went 
to  Texas,)  has  started  on  me  again  with  redoubled 
fury.  To  save  myself  from  the  horrors  of  a mad- 
house, I go  into  my  grave.  Farewell!  To  you  and 
the  few  kindred  of  my  particular  affections  I yield 
Ihe  last  pulsations  of  my  heart. 

P.  W.  G. 

I have  no  doubt  but  the  following  lines  are  the 
last  he  ever  wrote.  They  were  written  with  a 
pencil  on  about  a page  and  a half  of  blank  paper 
contained  in  his  will,  folded  up  with  the  above  let- 
ter and  some  others  papers,  and  endorsed  “impor- 
tant papers,  &c.”  I copied  (hem  myself  from  Ihe 
will,  although  the  latter  was  dated  “Galveston  Is- 
land, 10th  June,  1838;”  yet,  as  a pencil  was  found 
lying  on  the  table,  and  it  appeared  as  if  it  had  late- 
ly been  employed,  I am  pretty  certain  they  are  (he 
last  lines  he  eve r wrote,  and  contain  the  last  trou- 
bled irleas  of  the  closing  scene.  I give  them  to 
you  “verbatim,”  underscored,  &c.,  as  he  left  them: 

“It  is  necessary  to  my  poor  shattered  name  for 
me  now  to  confess  that  at  least  ten  years  of  my  life 
I have  been  a partially  deranged  man.' 

“I  have  always  kept  this  a profound  secret,  from 
an  indescribable  horror  I have  ever  felt  at  the  idea 
of  divulging  it.  A rueful  scepticism  was  at  the 
bottom  of  all.  The  period  of  my  suffering  in  this 
state  was  from  1820  to  1830.  In  this  mood  so  dis- 
qualifying and  adverse  to  mental  exertion  of  any 
kind,  I actually  wrote  a sort  of  essay  upon  the  in- 
fluence of  law,  &c.  Went  to , and  published 

it  off  hand,  without  examining  proof,  or  correcting 
it  in  any  way.  This  I did  for  excitement  alone, 
with  a view  and  hope  of  bringing  my  mind  back  to 
something  like  sanity  again  by  a strong  desperate 
effort  at  mental  energy. 
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“Tile  printer,  silly  man , made  more  blunders  in 
the  type  than  I had  myseif  made  in  the  manuscript, 
and,  worst  of  all,  put  my  name  in  the  title  page 
against  uiy  express  orders — awful  exposure  of  my 
weakness,  which  I have  ever  hoped,  however,  was 
confined  to  a few  persons  only,  who  might,  by  ac- 
cident, have  picked  up  the  strangely  contrived, 
ill-written,  crazy  production,  which  containsa  good 
many  thoughts  that  I approve  even  yet. 

“This  I write  in  my  last  hours  of  existence.  I 
sincerely  think  as  a sane  or  living  man.  Whether 
I shall  be  in  Bedlam  or  my  grave  soon,  I know 
not;  I am  in  the  hands  of  malignant  fate,  and  the 
worst  that  can  befall  me  will,  I am  sure. 

“P.  W.  G. 

“The  last  trap  to  catch  my  soul,  and  send  it  to  a 
very  hell  of  torture,  was  the  good  feeling  of  my 
friends,  urging  me  and  prevailing  on  me  to  be  a 
candidate  for  the  presidency  of  Texas!  Oh,  God!!” 

In  reviewing  all  the  facts  connected  with  this 
distressing  and  lamentable  occurrence,  I think  we 
may  safely  say  he  has  fallen  a victim  to  his  own 
morbid  feelings,  produced  by  the  dang  and  calumny 
of  those  opposed  to  him  in  Texas  for  the  presiden- 
cy. His  ardent  friends  pressed  this  thing  upon  him 
contrary  to  his  own  convictions,  and  he  has  fallen  a 
sacrifice. 

TOLLS  AND  TRADE  OF  THE  NEW  YORK 
CANALS. 

From  the  Albany  Argus  of  the  6th  inst. 

Tolls  on  the  several  canals  for  the  last  week  in 
July,  1837  and  1838,  viz: 

1838  $45,963  97 

1837  36,603  45 


Increase  $9,360  52 

The  whole  sum  received  for  tolls  on  all  the  state 
canals  from  the  opening  of  navigation  to  the  close 
of  Julv,  for  1837  and  1838,  is  as  follows,  viz: 

'1833  $677,351  95 

1S37  526,768 


Increase  $150,583  95 

The  merchandize  cleared  from  tide  water,  from 
the  opening  of  navigation  to  the  close  of  July,  for 
three  years,  is  as  follows,  viz: 

1S36.  1837.  1838. 

Merchandize  46,679  tons.  37,558  tons.  44,383  tons. 

The  merchandize  cleared  this  year  is  less  by 
2,296  tons  than  in  1836,  and  greater  by  6,825  tons 
than  in  1837.  The  average  for  the  three  years  is 
42,873  tons.  Excess  this  year  beyond  the  average 
for  three  years,  1,510  tons. 

The  wheat  and  flour  arriving  at  tide  water  to  the 
close  of  July,  in  1837  and  1838,  is  as  follows,  viz: 
bushels  wheat,  bbls . flour. 

In  1837  39,477  232,068 

In  1838  236,050  386,886 


Increase  in  1S38  196,573  154,818 

Estimating  a barrel  of  flour  equal  to  5 bushels  of 
wheat,  and  the  quantity  for  each  year  will  stand  as 
follows,  viz: 

In  1838  2,170,480  bushels 

In  1837  1,160,340  “ 


Increase  in  1S38  1,010,140  “ 

The  foregoing  statements  show  an  increase  com- 
paring this  year  with  last,  of  18  per  cent,  in  the 
quantity  of  merchandize  transported  on  the  canals; 
an  increase  of  nearly  30  per  cent,  in  the  amount  of 
tolls,  and  an  increase  of  87  per  cent,  in  the  aggre- 
gate quantity  of  wheat  and  flour  brought  to  tide 
water. 

The  quantity  of  flour  and  wheat  shipped  at  Buf- 
falo from  the  opening  of  canal  navigation  to  the 
31st  July,  for  the  years  1836,  1837  and  1838,  was 
as  follows: 

bbls.  flour,  bush,  wheat,  equal  to  bbls.  flour. 
In  1836  73,079  20,592  77,197 

In  1837  40,709  264,892  93,687 

In  1838  153,940  463,188  246,577 

The  increase  of  wheat  and  flour  cleared  at  Buf- 
falo, comparing  this  year  with  last,  is  equal  to  163 
per  cent,  in  favor  of  1S38. 

The  tolls  received  at  Buffalo  from  the  opening  of 
canal  navigation  to  the  31st  July,  for  3 years,  were 
as  follows: 

In  1S36  $68,428  47 

In  1837  57,236  43 

In  183S  106,142  33 

Increase  this  year  over  1836,  $37,714;  and  over 

1S37,  $48,906,  or  nearly  85  1-2  per  cent. 

The  condition  of  things  in  Canada  has  essentially 
increased  the  quantity  of  wheat  cleared  at  Buffalo, 
a portion  of  which  ordinarily  would  pass  through 
the  Welland  canal  to  Oswego.  The  wheat  which 
is  floured  at  Black  Rock,  in  most  cases,  is  first 
cleared  at  Buffalo  and  pays  toll  as  wheat  to  Black 
Rock,  and  after  being  floured  is  cleared  at  Buffalo 


as  flour,  and  the  toll  may  be  paid  at  that  place  to 
Troy  or  Albany.  To  a limited  extent,  therefore, 
the  quantity  of  wheat,  and  flour  made  from  the 
same  wheat,  are  both  reckoned  in  the  foregoing 
estimate  of  wheat  and  flour.  The  amount  of  toll 
aid  is,  therefore,  the  fairest  test  of  the  increase  of 
usiness  at  Buffalo,  and  this  shows  an  increase  of 
85  1-2  per  cent. 


THE  RISE  OF  WATERS. 

The  Toledo  Blade  has  the  following  interesting 
article  on  the  subject  of  the  rise  of  the  waters  of  the 
great  lakes.  The  fact  here  mentioned,  as  account- 
ing lor  the  rise,  now  meets  our  eye  for  the  first  time, 
and  furnishes  a plausible  reason  for  the  phenome- 
non: 

The  unprecedented  rise  of  the  waters  of  the  great 
lakes  from  the  head  of  Lake  Superior  even  to  where 
they  meet  the  waters  of  the  Atlantic  in  the  river  St. 
Lawrence,  has  seemed  to  baffle  all  speculation  as  to 
its  cause.  It  is  beyond  dispute  that  whole  farms 
have  been  submerged,  that  wharves  and  streets  have 
been  rendered  useless.  From  all  accounts  we  have 
seen,  we  are  inclined  to  think  that  the  rise  since 
1835  has  been  between  three  and  a half  and  four 
feet.  An  old  and  intelligent  settler  of  Cleveland  de- 
clares that  he  has  seen  the  level  of  the  water  seven 
feet  lower  than  it  now  is.  This  was  probably  du- 
ring a season  of  extraordinary  depression.  The  pier 
at  Monroe  was  six  feet  out  of  water  when  first  com- 
pleted. It  is  now  nearly  immersed. 

We  have  heard  several  explanations,  some  of  which 
were  ridiculous;  some  were  surmises  unsupported 
by  a single  fact;  and  some  at  war  with  established 
facts.  The  latest  explanation,  however,  is  founded 
in  good  sense,  and  traces  the  phenomena  to  a direct 
natural  cause.  It  is  said  that  a large  river  which  has 
hitherto  discharged  itself  into  Hudson’s  bay,  has 
been  from  year  to  year  impeded  in  its  course  by  the 
accumulation  of  drift  wood,  stumps,  &c.  similar  to 
that  of  the  great  raft  of  the  Red  river,  till  finally  it  has 
become  completely  dammed,  and  has  cut  out  for  it- 
self a new  channel  into  some  one  of  the  great  tribu- 
taries to  Lake  Superior.  The  account  comes,  we  be- 
lieve, through  the  fur  traders,  who  have  traversed 
those  remote  regions.  If  this  single  fact  is  satisfac- 
torily established,  the  explanation  becomes  a truth. 
It  receives  confirmation  from  the  assertion  that  the 
waters  of  Lake  Michigan  have  not  risen  to  the  same 
height  as  the  waters  of  the  other  lakes.  This  lake 
is  linked  with  Lake  Huron  by  a channel  distinct 
lrom  that  by  which  Lake  Superior  is  connected. 
There  would  therefore  naturally  be  only  that  rise  in 
Michigan  which  would  be  caused  by  the  setting 
back  of  the  waters,  if  this  great  accession,  this 
threatening  deluge  owes  its  origin  to  the  feeders  of 
Lake  Superior.  We  are  not  well  informed  as  to  the 
comparative  level  of  Lake  Michigan,  though  we 
have  understood  repeatedly  that  it  had  not  risen  in 
so  extraordinary  a manner  as  the  other  lakes.  Can 
it  not  be  possible  that  the  fluctuations  for  the  last 
twenty  years  may  have  arisen  from  the  alternate 
rising  and  falling  of  the  great  northern  flood  allud- 
ed to,  in  dry  seasons  finding  vent  through  its  accus- 
tomed channel,  but  occasionally  becoming  dammed 
and  discharging  portions  of  ils  accretions  this  way, 
till  finally  it  has  burst  all  barriers,  and  turned  its 
course  hitherward,  and  caused  a more  sudden,  more 
permanent  inundation  than  before? 

We  call  the  attention  of  publishers  and  scientific 
men  on  Lake  Michigan  to  an  accurate  comparison 
of  the  rise  of  waters  of  Lake  Michigan  with  that  of 
other  lakes,  and  all  those  of  the  northwest  interested 
in  the  investigation  of  so  curious  and  unaccountable 
a phenomenon,  to  throw  light  upon  the  subject. 


FOREIGN  ITEMS. 

Entertainment  at  Guildhall.  The  grand  city  ban- 
quet to  the  ambassadors  and  foreign  princes  now  in 
London  took  place  on  Friday,  and  it  was  beyond 
every  other  consideration  which  the  extraordinary 
and  magnificent  scene  awakened,  a truly  ennobling 
and  touching  thing  to  behold  the  veteran  heroes — 
Soult  and  Wellington — the  opponent  chiefs  of  along 
warfare,  vying  with  one  another  in  reciprocating  the 
warmest  testimony  not  to  their  individual  merits  as 
generals  (for  that  were  a theme  which  either  of  them 
would  almost  disdain,)  but  to  the  bravery,  the  moral 
valor,  and  the  highmindedness  wdiich  characterise  the 
two  great  nations  whose  troops  they  so  many  years 
commanded;  and  re-echoing  the  assurance  of  the 
cordial  sentiments  of  friendsriip  and  respect  which 
now  exist  between  these  two  great  nations.  The 
preparation  for  the  august  occasion  were  on  the  same 
scale  of  splendour  as  that  which  was  exhibited  on 
the  occasion  of  the  late  visit  of  her  most  gracious 
majesty  to  the  city.  There  was  even  an  addition  to 
the  splendour,  as  the  wall  around  the  chief  table  was 
ornamented  with  richly  emblazoned  shields,  of  several 
foreign  kingdoms  and  states,  wdiose  ambassadors  ex- 


traordinary attended  at  the  coronation  of  her  majes- 
ty, and  who  were  seated  at  the  table  beneath.  We 
need  not  describe  the  splendid  aspect  of  the  hall,  the 
number  or  rank  ol  the  illustrious  visiters,  or  the  gor- 
geous munificence  of  the  dinner.  The  latter  was  in- 
deed served  in  the  most  profused  and  sumptuous 
style;  to  reverse  a well-known,  ill-natured  criticism, 
the  turtle  arid  venison  were  hot,  the  wines  were  de- 
liciously cooled.  At  about  half  past  eight  o’clock, 
grace  was  said,  and  then  the  crier,  according  to  good 
old  custom,  announced  that  the  lord  mayor  drank  “A 
hearty  welcome  in  a loving  cup”  to  all  his  royal  and 
distinguished  guests, who  were  enumerated  in  classes, 
according  to  their  style  and  decrees.  This  announce- 
ment was  received  with  loud  cheering,  and  the  cup 
went  round  the  table  and  was  highly  relished  as  well 
as  the  good  old  chivalrous  formalities  with  which  its 
contents  are  received.  On  the  toast  of  the  queen’s 
health,  extraordinary  enthusiasm  was  manifested,  and 
on  coupling  the  duke  of  Sussex’s  health  with  that  of 
the  rest  of  the  royal  family,  that  illustrious  duke  ob- 
served, in  a short  and  elegant  speech,  that  there  were 
so  many  distinguished  statesmen  from  all  parts  of 
Europe  about  him  to-day,  that  it  was  very  possible 
they  might  not  all  agree  with  him  or  amongst  them- 
selves upon  seme  matters  of  opinion;  but  in  one  com- 
mon object  they  were  all  united,  namely  in  paying 
respect  and  homage  to  the  distinguished  lady  who 
held  the  sovereign  sway  of  these  realms. — (Cheers.) 
He  congratulated  the  country  that  the  distinguished 
foreigners  who  graced  the  present  happy  occasion 
with  their  presence  had  had,  during  their  short  so- 
journ in  this  country,  ample  means  of  seeing  that  the 
people  of  this  country  had  loyalty  in  their  hearts  and 
freedom  in  their  breasts.  (Loud  cheers.)  They 
would  see  that  in  England  every  man  showed  re- 
spect and  honor  with  willingness  where  it  was  due. 
They  were  all  subjects — he  was  a fellow  subject  with 
them  all— and  ready,  at  all  times,  to  give  allegiance  to 
his  sovereign  cheerfully,  because  he  knew  that  in  so 
doing  he  and  all  of  them  secured  their  independence 
and  honour. 

The  lord  mayor  then  gave,  “The  sovereigns  and 
states  whose  representatives  have  honored  the  city 
with  their  presence  this  day.”  (Three  times  three 
and  cheers, )prince  Esterhazy  returned  thanks.  The 
The  lord  mayor  then  gave,  “The  health  of  the  for- 
eign princes  who  have  honored  the  city  with  their 
presence  this  day.”  (Three  times  three.)  The 
duke  de  Nemours  returned  thanks,  and  was  received 
with  loud  cheering. 

The  toast  of  “her  majesty’s  ministers”  was  receiv- 
ed with  marked  cheering  from  all  parts  of  the  hall, 
on  which  viscount  Melbourne  rose  and  thanked  the 
company  cordially,  confidently  trusting,  as  he  said, 
that  the  good  feeling  which  now  existed  between  this 
country  and  all  the  great  states  represented  by  the 
distinguished  men  then  present,  was  a guarantee  that 
unanimity,  peace  and  concord,  would  long,  very 
long,  reign  amongst  us — ay,  to  a period  very  far  re- 
mote lrom  the  present  day;  a happy  state  of  Ihings, 
which  could  not  but  strengthen  the  prosperity  and 
promote  the  welfare  ol  the  whole  civilized  world. 
(Loud  cheers.) 

The  next  toast  proposed  was  “Field  marshal  the  duke 
of  Wellington,  and  marshal  Soult,  duke  ol'Dalmatia,” 
tremenduous  cheers;  in  the  midst  of  which,  a great 
portion  of  the  company  stood  on  chairs  to  catch  a 
glimpse  of  the  two  warriors,  wdio  had  risen  in  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  compliment. 

The  duke  of  Wellington  said  he  entertained  a high 
sense  of  the  honor  of  being  associated  with  so  illus- 
trious an  individual  as  him  w hose  name  had  been 
given  in  company  with  his  own  on  the  present  occa- 
sion. He  was  glad  to  find  that  the  merits  and  ser- 
vices of  the  illustrious  stranger  who  was  now  amongst 
them,  had  been  properly  appreciated  by  the  people  of 
this  country.  (Cheers.)  And  he  had  no  doubt  that 
the  illustrious-  guest  ol  the  corporation  must  1 ully 
appreciate  the  cordial  feelings  which  had  been  mani- 
fested towards  him,  not  only  on  the  present  occasion, 
but  on  every  other  occasion  w hen  he  had  presented 
himself  to  the  public.  He  (the  duke  of  Wellington) 
was  delighted  that  the  kinar  of  the  French  had  chosen 
so  distinguished  an  individual  to  represent  him  on 
the  occasion  of  the  coronation  of  their  illustrious 
sovereign.  The  conclusion  of  the  noble  duke’s  ob- 
servation were  completely  drowned  with  cheers. 
The  duke  of  Dalmatia,  who  sat  about  twelve  seats 
away  from  his  grace,  seemed  to  pay  great  attention 
to  what  fell  from  him,  with  the  assistance  apparently 
of  a gentleman  who  stood  by  him,  and  interpreted 
what  the  noble  duke  said. 

The  duke  of  Dalmatia  then  proceeded,  amidst  re- 
iterated cheers,  to  address  the  company  in  the  French 
language.  He  spoke  with  great  feeling,  but  no!  w ith 
a powerful  voice.  He  commenced  by  observing  that 
the  expressions  made  use  of  by  the  duke  of  Welling- 
ton, had  entered  into  his  very  heart.  Never  had  there 
lived  a nobler-minded,  a braver,  ora  more  honorable 
man  than  that  illustrious  general.  The  French  na 
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tion  h.id  learned  to  appreciate  the  worth  of  the  Eng- 
lish army;  its  value  was  known  and  appreciated  all 
over  Europe.  Now,  however,  they  had  no  further 
resort  to  arms.  Between  Fiance  and  England  there 
should  now  exist  a perpetual  alliance. — (The  illus- 
trious duke  laid  an  emphasis  upon  the  words  “alli- 
ance perpetuclte,”  which  brought  down  a thunder  of 
applause. ) After  some  few  further  observations,  the 
noble  duke,  alluding,  as  we  imagined,  to  the  hospi- 
tality with  which  he  was  at  that  moment  treated  in 
company  with  the  duke  of  Wellington,  said  that  he 
hoped  j et,  one  of  these  days,  to  take  his  revenge 
( revanche)  of  the  noble  duke  in  France.  The  illus- 
trious and  gallant  duke  sat  down,  alter  drinking, 
“The  health  of  the  British  army,  and  more  particu- 
lar of  its  great  general,  the  duke  of  Wellington.” 
(Thunders  of  applause.) 

The  duke  of  Wellington  returned  thanks  for  this, 
also,  with  much  leeling;  some  necessary  toasts  fol- 
lowed, and  the  illustrious  company  separated  before 
12  o’clock. 

The  numbers  present  at  this  entertainment  may  be 
judged  of  by  the  following  bill  of  fare: 

120  tureens  of  turtle,  of  five  pints  each;  17  dishes 
of  fish,  consisting  of  salmon,  turbot,  whitings,  tench, 
and  eels;  40  haunches  of  venison;  80  dishes  of  fowls, 
capons,  and  pullets;  40  cherry,  goosberry,  and  cur- 
rent tarts;  30  strawberry  tarts,  40  dishes  of  potatoes, 
60  dishes  of  French  beans,  30  French  pies,  30  pigeon 
pies,  30  hams,  30  tongues,  2 barons  of  beef,  37  Chan- 
tilly baskets,  30  dishes  of  peas:  10  sirloins,  ribs,  and 
rumps  of  beet;  45  dishes  of  shellfish;  30  ribs,  chines, 
and  legs  of  lamb;  40  dishes  of  ducklings,  20  turkey 
poults,  80  jellies,  20  creams,  40  salads  and  cucumber, 
20  dishes  of  caulitlowers. 

Desert — 75  pine  apples  of  2 lbs. each,  100  dishes  of 
hothouse  grapes,  20  melons,  30  dishes  of  cherries, 
100  dishes  of  strawberries,  40  dishes  of  currants  and 
gooseberries,  120  creams  and  water  ices,  various;  40 
dishes  of  dried  fruit,  35  ornamented  Savoy  cakes,  30 
dishes  of  preserves,  biscuits  and  olives. 

Wines  of  every  kind  ad  infinitum. 

John  Van  Buren,  the  son  of  the  president,  is  feted 
in  common  with  the  duke  de  Nemours,  prince  Ester- 
hazy,  prince  Schwartzenberg,  the  dukes  of  Dalmatia, 
Wellington,  and  others.  At  the  grand  entertainment 
to  the  ambassadors  at  Guildhall,  by  the  corporation 
of  London,  John  is  set  down  among  the  verj’  chosen 
few  on  the  right  hand  of  the  lord  mayor. 

Marshal  Soult  has  been  feted  in  great  style. 

H e wrote  to  a friend  in  Paris,  that  as  the  represen- 
tative of  France,  he  had  “met  with  a reception  equal- 
ly sincere  on  the  part  of  the  government  and  of  the 
people.  The  homage  which  has  been  paid  to  me  has 
filled  me  with  the  deepest  emotion.  I have  met  with 
a number  of  general  officers  to  whom  I was  once  op- 
posed in  the  field,  and  by  them  and  every  body  else 
in  England  I have  been  greeted  with  a welcome,  the 
honor  of  which  I must  attribute  to  rny  king  and  my 
country.” 

With  regard  to  the  reception  the  marshal  has  met 
with  in  England,  one  portion  of  the  press  of  Paris  is 
in  extacies,  while  the  other  portion  attempts  to  ac- 
count for  it  in  a variety  of  ways,  as  amusing  as  they 
are  inconsistent. 

The  Poles.  A fete  called  “the  Polish  fete,”  was 
given  near  London  on  the  13th  ult.,  at  which  it  is 
said  there  were  not  less  than  10,000  persons  present. 
It  was  got  up  for  the  immediate  relief  of  the  dis- 
tressed Poles  in  and  about  London,  and  it  was  ex- 
pected that  it  would  result  favorably. 

The  Polish  fete.  The  expectations  of  those  by 
whom  this  fete  was  got  up  have  net  been  disappoint- 
ed. The  gardens  at  Beulah  Spa — large  as  they  are 
— were  yesterday  literally  crowded  with  company, 
tdiere  not  being  less  than  10,000  persons  present. 
The  arrangements  for  the  musical  performances  were 
of  the  first  order.  Orchestras  were  erected  on  each 
side  of  the  lawn,  in  one  of  which  Strauss’  band  per- 
formed, while  in  the  other  was  placed  all  the  vocal 
and  instrumental  strength  of  the  Italian  opera. 

Marshal  Soult  was  among  those  present.  His  ex- 
cellency was  dressed  in  a plain  suit  of  black  clothes, 
and  for  a long  time  passed  unnoticed,  because  un- 
known, by  the  company;  no  sooner,  however,  was 
he  recognized,  than  all  persons  were  eager  to  gain  a 
sight  of  him,  and  to  express  their  satisfaction  at  his 
presence.  The  marshal  was  accompanied  by  a nu- 
merous suite  of  attendants,  and  for  some  time  pro- 
menaded the  grounds,  arm  in  arm,  witli  the  dutchess 
of  Somerset.  He  retired  shortly  after  four  o'clock,  to 
be  present  at  the  civic  banquet,  and  on  leaving  the 
gaidfc.ns  was  loudly  cheered  by  the  assembled  thou- 
sands both  wii'dn  and  without  the  gates. 

Since  these  garde.\’s  have  ^een  cleared  and  plant- 
ed, there  has  never  been  W SaY’  so  fashionable,  and 
so  numerous  an  attendance  o'.f  visiters  as  on  yester- 
day, and  it  is  ardently  to  be  hopO‘1  that  the  result  of 
the  fete  will  prove  beneficial  to  those  for  whose  im- 
mediate relief  it  has  been  got  up.  It  has  shown  that 
a proper  appeal  in  a righteous  eaij.se  is  never  made 


in  vain  to  the  feelings  of  Englishmen,  and,  we  trust, 
it  will  prove  but  the  precursor  to  elforts  still  more 
strenuous  in  their  favor,  and  that  a momentum  so 
favorably  given  to  benevolence  and  patriotism  will 
not  be  suffered  to  subside. 

Dreadful  thunder  storm — twenty -six  lives  lost.  On 
Thursday  alternoon  the  small  village  of  Silkstone, 
near  Barnsley,  in  Yorkshire,  and  its  immediate 
neighborhood,  were  visited  by  a thunder  storm  of 
the  most  terrible  character,  and  which  was  attended 
by  a truly  appalling  loss  of  life  and  property.  It 
commenced  between  two  and  three  o’clock,  and 
continued  for  about  two  hours,  its  direction  appar 
ently  being  from  north-west  to  south-east.  The 
lightning  was  exceedingly  vivid,  and  the  peals  of 
thunder  loud;  the  rain  and  hail  descended  in  tor- 
rents, and  the  consequence  was  that  the  surround- 
ing country  was  completely  inundated.  The  banks 
of  the  small  river  which  passes  through  the  town 
presently  overflowed,  and  the  resistless  torrent  iri 
its  course  tore  up  large  trees  by  the  roots,  broke  the 
branches  of  others,  washed  away  walls,  and  blew 
up  several  roads  and  bridges. 

Adjoining  the  colliery  of  Mr.  Clarke  is  a small 
stream,  which  during  eight  months  of  the  year  is 
completely  dried  up.  On  the  banks  of  the  river 
being  overflowed,  the  water  commenced  running  in 
at  the  day  hole,  of  what  is  termed  the  Husker-pit, 
and  twenty-six  boys  and  girls  employed  in  that  and 
the  neighboring  pits,  from  eight  and  nine  to  seven- 
teen years  of  age,  were  unfortunately  drowned  as 
they  were  ascending  the  day  hole.  Inquests  were 
held  on  the  bodies  on  the  following  day,  when  ver- 
dicts of  accidental  death  were  found  in  all  the  cases. 
This  storm  appears  to  have  been  very  general 
throughout  the  north  of  England,  and  to  have  done 
considerable  injury.  Accountsfrom  the  more  west- 
ern districts  state  that  its  effects  were  also  felt  there, 
although  in  a less  degree. 

Lamentable  accident.  On  the  11th  a company  of 
licensed  players,  ai  the  Hay,  were  about  to  com- 
mence performing  to  a very  full  house,  when  a gun 
loaded  with  powder  was  accidentally  struck  down, 
the  charge  exploded,  and  the  wadding  entered  the 
foot  of  Mr.  Westley,  the  manager.  The  wound 
was  very  severe,  and  Mr.  Westley  was  conveyed  to 
his  lodgings.  He  was  attended  by  two  surgeons, 
and  appeared  to  be  going  on  well  till  Friday,  when 
a change  for  the  worse  appeared,  notwithstanding 
the  unceasing  attentions  of  the  medical  gentlemen, 
he  died  on  the  following  Sunday. 

We  notice  with  regret  the  death  of  captain  Mor- 
ris, the  well  known  song-writer,  which  took  place 
on  Wednesday  morning,  at  Bionkhamlodge,  near 
Dorking,  in  Surrey.  He  was  in  his  ninety-third 
year,  and  had  for  fouryears  past  lived  in  retirement; 
his  illness,  which  was  only  of  four  days  duration, 
was  internal  inflammation. 

The  Siecle  notices  the  following  story,  as  circu- 
lating in  the  various  drawing  rooms  at  Paris:  One 

ol  the  principal  conditions  imposed  by  marshal 
Soult,  on  accepting  the  embassy  to  London,  was, 
that  he  should  demand  the  remains  of  Napoleon. 
The  duke  of  Wellington  has  hastened  to  back  the 
application  of  his  old  opponent,  and  it  is  affirmed 
that  the  governor  of  St.  Helena  has  been  ordered  to 
let  the  coffin  of  Napoleon  be  removed,  and  all  due 
honours  be  paid  to  his  glorious  memory.  The 
prince  de  Joinville  is,  for  the  first  time,  to  assume 
the  command  of  a frigate,  and  to  repair  to  St.  He- 
lena, in  order  to  convey  back  to  F ranee  the  remains 
of  the  emperor.  The  young  prince  is  to  be  accom- 
panied in  his  pious  voyage,  by  a soldier  from  every 
regiment  in  the  French  army.  Napoleon’s  remains 
are  to  be  deposited  under  the  Place  Vendome  Co- 
lumn, when  a religious  ceremony  is  to  take  place, 
and  to  afford  Louis  Phillippe  an  opportunity  of  re- 
ceiving. in  a worthy  manner,  those  who  received  his 
son  in  Germany.  It  is  said  that  the  duke  of  Wel- 
lington will  be  invited  to  the  ceremony,  as  well  as 
one  ot  the  king  of  Prussia’s  sons. 

The  emperor  of  Russia  arrived  at  Warsaw,  on  his 
return  to  Russia,  at  midnight  of  June  29,  and  found 
the  city  splendidly  illuminated.  The  director  of 
public  instruction  in  the  kingdom  of  Poland  has  is- 
sued an  ordinance  containing  the  following,  among 
other  provisions.  That  in  the  primary  schools  of 
all  the  parishes,  there  shall  be  a professor  of  the 
Russian  language — that  the  children  of  the  parishes 
of  every  rank  shall  frequent  the  primary  schools, 
and  shall  learn  the  Russian  language — that  every 
child  who  shall  refuse  to  learn  the  language,  shall 
be  chastised,  and  his  relatives  shall  be  fined  for  the 
first  offence  50  roubles,  for  the  second  100,  for  the 
third  300;  and  for  the  fourth  they  shall  be  adjudged 
and  punished  as  having  disobeyed  the  orders  of  the 
authority.  No  person  shall  hold  any  civil  or  mili- 
tary employment  who  does  not  speak  the  Russian 
language. 

According  to  a report  of  the  minister  of  public 
instruction  in  France,  of  the  number  of  35,280  com. 


inunes  In  the  year  1S37,  29,613  were  provided  with 
schools,  being  3,774  more  schools  than  in  1834,  and 
8,563  more  than  in  1829.  Of  the  communal  schools, 
26,370  are  devoted  to  Catholics,  563  to  Protestants, 
28  to  Israelites,  and  2,352  receive  children  of  differ- 
ent forms  of  worship. 

The  number  of  pupils,  male  and  female,  admitted 
into  primary  schools  under  the  care  of  male  instruct- 
ers,  in  1329,  was  969,340;  in  1832,  it  was  1,200,715; 
and  in  1837,  1,949,830.  That  is  the  number  of 
pupils  to  whom  the  benefits  of  instruction  in  these 
schools  were  afforded,  was  doubled  in  the  space  of 
eight  years.  This  is  exclusive  of  the  number  who 
receive  instruction  from  female  teachers. 

Mr.  Agnado,  who  had  built  a fine  bridge  over  the 
Seine,  at  Ris  Orangis,  near  Paris,  at  an  expense  of 
700,000  francs,  on  which  he  was  authorized  to  re- 
ceive a toll  until  the  year  1921,  has  generously  made 
the  passage  gratuitous,  and  surrendered  the  bridge 
to  the  administration  of  bridges  and  highways.  On 
the  report  of  the  minister  of  public  works.a  royal  ordi- 
nance has  been  published,  recognizing  the  name  of 
Agnado  bridge,  which  had  been  spontaneously 
awarded  to  it  by  the  inhabitants  w'ho  are  benefitted 
by  it. 

At  the  coronation  of  Edward  I,  the  price  of  a seat 
was  half  a farthing;  the  price  gradually  rose,  till  at 
the  coronation  of  Elizabeth,  it  was  sixpence;  of 
James  I,  a shilling;  Charles  I,  the  same;  of  Charles 
II,  James  II,  and  William  and  Anne,  half  a crown; 
of  George  I,  five  shillings;  of  George  II,  half  a 
guinea;  of  George  III,  ten  guineas;  of  George  IV, 
twenty  guineas. 


THE  COLONIES  OF  BRITAIN. 

From  Tait’s  Edinburgh  Magazine  for  July. 

The  colonies.  The  recent  revolt  in  Canada 
has  had  the  good  effect  of  directing  public  atten- 
tion to  our  colonial  system,  and  to  the  enormous 
expense  it  entails  upon  the  people  of  Britain.  Here, 
for  example,  is  a table  which  professes  to  show’  the 
expenditures  for  the  military  alone: 
abstract  of  the  commissaries’  accounts  of  thepayments 
from  the  several  military  chests  in  the  following 
colonies,  from  April  3,  1836,  to  March  31,  1837. 


Canada 

- 

£21.9,71S 

Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick 

139,664 

Newfoundland 

17,317 

Bermuda 

4S,7S4 

Bahamas 

32,330 

West  Indies  - 

286,972 

Jamaica 

423,231 

Honduras 

16,9i0 

Gibraltar 

116,958 

Malta 

167,671 

Ionian  Islands 

132,104 

Cape  of  Good  Hope  - 

313,410 

Mauritius 

97,410 

Sierra  Leone 

46,209 

Gambia 

10,171 

Ceylon 

94,184 

New  South  Wales 

328,318 

Van  Dieman’s  Land  - 

167,607 

Western  Australia 

17,112 

St.  Helena 

51,893 

£2,727,923 

Estimated  amount  of  payments  at 

Western  Australia,  quarter  end- 

ing  March  31,  1837  - 

- 

5,705 

Total  payments 

£2,733.627 

But  it  is  ea«y  to  show  that  the  expenditure  is 
much  greater  than  show  n in  this  return;  for  the  fol- 
lowing was  the  distribution  of  our  army  on  the  1st 
of  January  last: 

Great  Britain  - - - 22,878 

Ireland  ....  19,766 

India  - - » r IS, 894 

Other  colonies  - • ? 34,450 


- 95.9SS 

Deducting  the  army  in  India,  which  is  paid  by 
the  East  India  Company,  nearly  one-half  of  our 
army  is  stationed  in  our  colonies.  If  we  consider 
the  great  expense  their  conveyance  to  and  fro 
and  the  great  mortality,  we  may  be  sure  that 
the  52,000  men  in  the  United  Kingdom  arp  main- 
tained at  less  expense  than  the  34,000  in  the  colo- 
nies. Now,  the  total  cost  of  the  army,  including 
the  ordnance,  is  eight  millions;  so  that,  instead  of 
less  than  three,  the  military  protection  of  the  colo- 
nies must  cost  four  millions.  During  the  war,  our 
navy  cost  annually  about  twenty  millions,  the  great- 
er proportion  of  the  ships  being  employed  in  de- 
fending the  colonies,  and,  since  the  peace  in  1815, 
the  expenditure  has  varied  from  nine  to  about  four 
and  a half  millions.  We  may  therefore  add  two 
millions  more  for  this  head,  and  at  least  another 
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million  for  the  maintenance  of  the  civil  establish- 
ment; so  that  the  people  of  l/iis  country  are  annually 
taxed  seven  millions  for  Ihe  support  of  our  colonies. 
Were  war  to  break  out,  (and  colonies  have  always 
been  the  most  fertile  source  of  wars,)  that  expendi- 
ture would  unquestionably  be  doubled.  The  aver- 
age produce  of  the  revenue  of  late  years,  after  de- 
ducing the  interest  of  the  debt,  lias  been  about  fif- 


slavery  was  abolished  in  the  colonial  possessions  of 
Great  Britain. 

It  would  give  me  pleasure  to  comply  with  the 
invitation;  bill  my  health  is  not  very  firm;  my  voice 
has  been  affected  by  the  intense  heat  of  the  season, 
and  a multiplicity  of  applications  from  societies, 
political  and  literary,  to  attend  and  address  their 
eetings,  have  imposed  upon  me  the  necessity  of 


teen  millions,  one-half  of  which  is  expended  on  our  ‘ pleading  the  privilege  ol  my  years,  and  declining 
colonies.  This  is  surely  a state  of  matters  which  them  all. 


cannot  long  be  submitted  to. 


EMANCIPATION  IN  THE  WEST  INDIES. 

The  following  is  the  proclamation,  issued  by  sir 
Lionel  Smith,  to  which  we  alluded  in  the  last  “Re- 
gister.” 

Jamaica,  ss: 

A PROCLAIM  ATION. 

By  his  excellency  sir  Lionel  Smith,  knight  com- 
mander of  the  most  honorable  military  order  of 
the  bath,  knight  grand  cross  in  the  royal  Hanova- 
rian  order,  a lieutenant  general  of  her  majesty’s 
land  forces,  and  colonel  of  the  tortieth  regiment 
of  foot,  captain  general,  governor-in  chief  and 
commander  of  the  forces  in  and  over  her  majes- 
ty’s island  of  Ja  naica,  and  the  other  territories 
thereon  depending  in  America,  vice  chancellor 
and  admiral  of  the  same  prcedial  apprentices. 

In  a few  days  more  you  will  all  become  free  la- 
borers— the  legislature  of  the  island  having  relin- 
quished the  remaining  two  years  of  your  appren- 
ticeship. 

The  first  of  August  next  is  the  happy  day  when 
you  will  become  free — under  the  same  laws  as 
other  freemen  whether  white,  black  or  colored. 

I,  your  governor,  give  you  joy  on  this  great  bless- 
i 'g- 

Remember  that  in  freedom  you  will  have  to  de- 
pend on  your  own  exertions  lor  your  livelihood, 
and  to  maintain  and  to  bring  up  your  families. 
You  will  work  for  such  wages  as  you  can  agree 
upon  with  your  employers. 

It  is  their  interest  to  treat  you  fairly. 

It  is  your  interest  to  be  civil,  respectful  and  in- 
dustrious. 

Where  you  can  agree  and  continue  happy  with 
your  old  masters,  I strongly  recommend  you  to  re- 
main on  those  properties  on  which  you  have  been 
born,  and  u’here  your  parents  are  buried. 

But  you  must  not  mistake,  in  supposing  that 
your  present  houses,  gardens  or  provision  grounds, 
are  your  own  property. 

They  belong  to  the  proprietors  of  the  estates, 
• and  you  will  have  to  pay  rent  for  them  in  money  or 
labor,  according  as  you  and  your  employers  may 
agree  together. 

Idle  people  who  will  not  take  employment,  but 
go  wandering  about  the  country,  will  be  taken  up 


I rejoice  that  the  defence  of  the  cause  of  human 
freedom  is  falling  into  younger  and  more  vigorous 
hands.  That  in  three-score  years  from  the  day  ol 
the  Declaration  of  Independence,  its  self-evident 
truths  should  be  yet  struggling  for  existence  against 
the  degeneracy  of  an  age  pampered  w ith  prosperity 
and  languishing  into  servitude,  is  a melancholy 
truth,  from  w hich  I should  in  vain  attempt  to  shut 
my  eyes.  But  the  summons  has  gone  forth.  The 
youthful  champions  of  the  rights  of  human  nature 
have  buckled  and  are  buckling  on  their  armor,  and 
the  scouring  overseer  and  the  lynching  lawyer,  and 
the  servile  sophist,  and  the  faithless  scribe,  and  Ihe 
priestly  parasite,  will  vanish  before  them  like  satin 
touched  with  the  spear  of  Ithuriel.  I live  in  the 
faith  and  hope  of  the  progressive  advancement  of 
Christian  liberty,  and  expect  to  abide  by  the  same 
in  death.  You  have  a glorious  and  arduous  career 
before  you,  and  it  is  among  the  consolations  of  my 
last  days,  that  I am  able  to  cheer  you  in  the'pnrsuit, 
and  exhort  you  to  be  steadfast  and  immovable  in  it. 
So  shall  you  not  fail,  whatever  may  betide,  to  reap 
a rich  reward  in  the  blessings  of  him  that  is  ready 
to  perish,  upon  your  soul. 

I am,  dear  sir,  faithfully  your  friend  and  servant, 
J.  Q.  ADAMS. 


the  defendants  were  ready  to  meet  the  case,  but 
would  insist  on  its  being  done  in  a legal  manner;  if 
the  proceedings  were  irregular,  they  ought  not  to 
waive  any  advantage  it  might  atlcrd  them;  that 
there  was  great  justice  in  the  science  of  special 
pleading,  and  if  they  could,  they  would  in  this  case 
invoke  its  aid. 

The  case  was  continued  until  a late  hour  in  the 
day,  when  the  court  refused  the  motion  on  all  the 
grounds  taken  by  the  defendants. 

Mr.  Kane  then  stated,  that  the  rule  to  plead  would 
expire  on  the  next  day,  (the  31st  inst.)  and  succes- 
sively asked  the  court  to  eidarge  the  rule,  till  the 
second  Monday  in  December  and  the  first  Monday  in 
September  next,  both  of  which  motions  were  also  re- 
fused in  the  order  in  which  they  were  made. 

We  are  informed  that  the  defendants  have  since 
filed  their  plea,  and  that  the  cause  w ill  be  set  down 
for  trial  at  the  next  November  nisi  prius  for  the  city 
and  county  of  Philadelphia. 

[Thus  it  appears  that  one  material  point  in  the 
case  is  decided,  viz: — that  the  case  comes  within  the 
purview  of  the  civil  law,  and  it  is  ordered  for  a hear- 
ing in  December  next.] 


LAW  CASE. 


In  the  supreme  court  of 
Pennsylvania, 

E.  D. 

March  term,  1838. 
No.  60. 


PRESBYTERIAN  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY 

The  commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania, 

At  the  suggestion  of 
the  lion.  James  Todd 
and  others. 

vs. 

The  reverend  Ashbel 
Green,  D.  D.  and 
others.  j 

Writ  of  quo  warranto,  issued  the  2d  of  June,  1838, 
returnable  the  first  Monday  in  July,  1838. 

The  above  case  involves  the  legality'  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  general  assembly  of  the  Presbyterian 
church  in  the  United  States,  held  in  this  city  in  the 
month  of  May  last.  Rules  had  been  entered  by  the 
relalors  on  the  defendants  to  plead  preparatory  to  a 
trial. 

The  supreme  court  held  their  annual  session  on 


as  vagrants,  and  punished  in  the  same  manner  as  j the  last  Monday  (30th)  in  July,  and  Mr.  justice 


they  are  in  England. 

The  ministers  of  religion  have  been  kind  friends 
to  yon — listen  to  them — they  will  keep  you  out  of 
trouble  and  difficulties. 

Recollect  what  is  expected  of  you  by  the  people 
of  England,  who  have  paid  such  a large  price  for 
your  liberty. 

They  not  only  expect  that  you  will  behave  your- 
selves as  the  queen’s  good  subjects,  by  obeying  the 
laws,  as  1 am  happy  to  say  you  always  have  done 
as  apprentices;  but  that  the  prosperity  ol  the  is- 
land will  be  increased  by  your  willing  labor,  great- 
ly beyond  what  it  ever  was  in  slavety.  Be  honest 
towards  all  men — be  kind  to  your  wives  and  chil- 
dren— spare  your  wives  from  heavy'  field  work,  as 
much  as  you  can — make  them  attend  to  their  du- 
ties at  home,  in  bringing  up  your  children,  and  in 
taking  care  of  your  stock — above  all,  make  your 
children  attend  divine  service  and  school. 

If  you  follow  up  this  advice,  you  will,  under 
God’s  blessing,  be  happy  and  prosperous. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  at  arms,  at  St. 
Jago  de  la  Vega,  this  9th  day  of  July,  in 
the  first  year  of  her  majesty’s  reign  Anno- 
que  Domini,  1838. 

LIONEL  SMITH. 
By  his  excellency’s  command, 

C.  H.  DARLING,  secrelaiy. 

The  Massachusetts  anti-slavery  society  held  a 
meeting  on  Wednesday  afternoon,  the  1st  inst.  at 


Kennedy  presided. 

Kane,  (with  whom  were  Chauncey  and  Bradford) 
moved  the  court  for  a rule  to  show  cause  why  the 
writ  in  Ibis  case  should  not  be  set  aside  as  having 
been  obtained  improvidently,  inasmuch  1st,  As  it  is 
made  returnable  in  vacation;  2d,  As  the  suggestion 
filed  is  insufficient — ar.d  for  an  order,  that  the  rules 
entered  by  the  relators  be  in  the  meantime  suspended. 

Mr.  Kune  proceeded  to  examine  the  different  acts 
of  assembly,  and  the  authorities  on  his  first  ground, 
and  argued  that  the  suggestion  did  not  state  that  the 
relators  were  elected  in  the  place  of  the  defendants. 

Mr.  Meredith,  on  the  part  of  the  relators,  replied 
to  Mr.  Kane,  showing  that  the  writ  in  this  case  had 
been  granted  by  chief  justice  Gibson , while  sitting  at 
Harrisburg,  with  the  approbation  of  the  whole  court, 
that  a writ  of  quo  warranto  had  issued  in  the  same 
form  in  the  case  of  the  fourth  Presbyterian  church, 
that  the  law,  and  practice  under  it,  sanctioned  this 
mode  of  proceeding;  that  even  if  it  had  been  irregu- 
lar, it  was  waived  by  the  appearance  of  the  defend- 
ants, and  could  not  now  avail  them. 

On  the  2d  ground,  Mr.  Meredith  replied,  that  the 
suggestion  was  in  the  usual  form;  that  the  title  of 
the  relators  was  only  slated  to  show  their  interest  in 
the  subject  matter,  and  that,  though  the  fact  were 
otherwise,  it  might  be  assumed  for  the  purposes  ol 
this  argument,  that  the  relators  were  not  elected  in 
the  place  of  the  defendants. 

Randall  (on  the  same  side)  commenced  by  stating, 
that  they  had  no  right  to  inquire  into  the  motives  of 


the  Marlborough  chapel,  in  commemoration  of  the  ; those  who  made  this  motion,  but  its  practical  effect 
final  emancipation  of  the  slaves  in  the  British  West  was  delay — if  successful,  it  would  only  postpone  the 


India  islands.  The  following  honest  anil  manly 
letter  from  John  Quincy  Adams,  was  read  to  the 
meeting. 

Quincy,  28 Ih  July,  1838. 
Edmund  Quincy,  esq.,  Boston: 

Dear  Sir:  1 have  received  your  kind  invitation 
in  behalf  of  the  committee  of  arrangements  of  the 
Massachusetts  anti-slavery  society,  to  attend  their 
celebration  of  the  anniversary  of  the  day  upon  which 


issuing  of  the  w rit  until  next  December.  He  had 
indulged  the  hope  that  both  parties  would  unite  in  a 
prompt  and  speedy  termination  of  this  unhappy  con- 
troversy— all  such  expectation  he  now  abandoned — 
Mr  Randall  was  then  proceeding  to  cite  authorities, 
when  he  was  stopped  by  the  court,  w ho  directed  the 
other  side  to  proceed. 

Mr.  Bradjord  then  addressed  the  court  on  all  the 
grounds,  and  to  the  suggestion  of  delay  replied,  that 


GENERAL  HARRISON. 

General  Harrison  recently  made  a tour  through 
a part  of  the  states  of  Ohio  and  Indiana,  arid  was 
everywhere  greeted  with  extraordinary  marks  of 
distinction.  A dinner  was  given  to  him  at  Massi- 
lon,  where  the  following  toast,  the  seventh  of  the 
regular  series,  was  received  with  great  enthusiasm: 
William  Henry  Harrison, — Inheriting  from  his 
birth  the  virtues  and  principles  of  revolutionary 
times,  well  has  he  illustrated  them  in  a life  of  un- 
common devotedness  and  fidelity  in  the  public  ser- 
vice. His  name  is  enshrined  in  millions  of  hearts, 
and  when  the  waves  of  parly  shall  cease  to  beat 
upon  it,  posterity  will  do  ample  justice  to  that 
character  whose  history  will  occupy  one  of  the 
brightest  pages  in  American  annals. 

Upon  the  reading  of  the  toast,  George  Kirkum, 
esq.,  vice  president  of  the  day,  tendered  to  gen. 
Harrison,  in  behalf  of  the  citizens  of  Poitage,  “a 
cordial  welcome  to  the  county,  and  the  simple  hos- 
pitalities which  a brief  period  of  preparation  had 
enabled  them  to  offer.” 

“We  honor  you,”  said  Mr.  Kirkum,  “not  only 
for  your  personal  services  in  the  maintenance  of 
our  lights  and  institutions  in  the  civil  council,  and 
in  the  battle  field,  but  also  as  one  of  the  distinguish- 
ed men  on  w'hom  we  look  as  standard  bearers  of 
our  political  faith  in  the  momentous  conflict  now 
waging  between  the  political  parties  of  ti  e United 
States.  And  although  among  us  there  are  various 
predilections  and  partialities  for  the  several  indivi- 
duals proposed  fertile  presidency,  by  difierent  por- 
tions of  the  whig  party,  we  all  recognize  in  you  a 
candidate  for  that  office,  for  whom  we  shall  most 
cheerfully  cast  our  votes  in  case  you  shall  be  the 
nominee  of  the  national  convention  ol  whigs,  and 
more  so,  because  we  perceive  in  the  submission  of 
your  claims  to  the  arbitrament  of  that  convention, 
(when  so  many  ardent  and  influential  friends  were 
resolved  to  make  no  terms  with  your  competitors,) 
another  evidence,  that  under  whatever  circumstan- 
ces, or  in  whatever  station  you  might  be  placed, 
you  would  be  actuated  by  a desire  to  promote  the 
welfare  of  your  country,  and  not  by  a lust  of  per- 
sonal aggrandizement,  or  an  obstinate  will  that 
would  set  at  defiance  the  acts  of  our  representatives 
in  congress,  and  the  sober  councils  of  (he  wise 
men  who  might  be  asociated  with  you  in  the  va- 
rious pepartments  of  the  government. 

“Entertaining  and  honoring  you,  then,  as  the 
hero  and  statesman  of  by-gone  days,  and  as  the 
Cincinnatus  who  may,  by  our  sutirages,  be  again 
called  from  the  plough  to  hold  the  reins  of  state, 
we  invite  you  to  enter,  without  fear  of  being  re- 
garded as  either  egotistical  or  opiniative,  into  free 
discourse  to  these  veterans  of  the  revolution,  these 
co-workers  with  you  in  later  wars  and  councils, 
these  admiring  ladies,  and  these  ardent  youth  who 
have  come  up  to  see  and  hear  you  on  the  interest- 
ing events  in  your  own  life,  so  closely  interwoven 
with  the  history  of  the  west;  and  on  the  great  po- 
litical questions  and  public  acts,  w hich  distract  our 
country  at  the  present  day.” 

The  following  extracts  are  from  general  Harri- 
son’s reply,  according  to  the  sketch  of  it  contained 
in  the  Ohio  Star. 

“In  relation  to  the  allusion  which  had  been  made 
to  the  situation  in  which  he  stood  before  the  people 
of  the  United  States,  he  must  be  permitted  to  say, 
that  he  was  not  personally  responsible  for  having 
beer,  placed  in  that  position.  There  was  not  a man 
in  the  nation  who  could  with  truth  say,  that  any 
suggestion  which  had  the  least  tendency  towards 
the  expression  of  a wish  to  become  a candidate  for 
the  presidency  ever  came  from  his  lips  or  his  pen. 


398 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER-AUGUST  18,  1838— MR.  DUNCAN’S  SPEECH. 


And  yet  he  certainly  had  friends  to  whom  such  a 
suggestion  might  have  been  safely  made.  Could 
it  be  supposed  that  he  was  ignorant  of  the  fact  that 
at  least  in  four  states  of  the  union  from  the  decisive 
manifestations  of  attachment  to  him,  frequently 
made  by  large  bodies  of  their  citizens,  he  might 
have  entered  upon  the  canvasses  under  auspices  bv 
no  means  unpromising?  Could  it  be  supposed,  too, 
that  he  did  not  know  that  “the  thousand  and  one” 
calumnies  which  had  been  for  twenty-five  years  so 
industriously  circulated  against  him  could  be  easi- 
ly refuted?  The  very  fact  that  he  had  never  before 
visited  this  interesting  portion  of  a state  of  which 
he  had  for  so  many  years  been  a citizen,  that  (ex- 
cepting the  remnant  of  those  gallant  bands  whom 
he  had  the  honor  to  command  in  the  second  war  of 
independence,)  he  was  here  in  the  midst  of  stran- 
gers, afforded  sufficient  evidence  that  he  never 
sought  the  means  of  placing  himself  in  the  situa- 
tion of  competitor  to  the  distinguished  men  who 
have  from  time  to  time  been  brought  forward  as 
candidates  for  the  highest  office  in  the  gift  of  the 
people!  His  ambition  had  been  limited  to  the 
faithlul  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  more  humble 
offices  which  the  confidence  of  his  fellow  citizens 
or  of  their  government  had  conferred  upon  him. 
Indeed,  at  the  period  of  his  first  nomination  by  a 
portion  of  the  people  of  that  magnanimous  state 
which  upon  every  occasion  has  manifested  the  pu- 
rity of  tier  patriotism  by  the  disinterestedness  of 
her  course,  he  had  supposed  that  his  political  ca- 
reer was  forever  ended.  It  was  the  voice  of  the 
people  which  induced  him  to  change  the  peaceful, 
and  to  him  most  delightful  occupation  of  the  hus- 
bandmen for  the  troubles  and  mortifications  inci- 
dent to  the  situation  in  which  they  placed  him.  It 
was  the  same  voice  w’hich  had  again  elevated  him 
to  an  equality  in  claims  for  the  most  exalted  office 
not  only  in  this  nation  but  in  the  world,  witli  the 
two  most  distinguished  citizens  of  our  country. 
And  however  willing  he  might  be  as  an  individual 
to  acknowledge  their  superior  attainments  in  the 
science  of  government,  he  could  not  and  would 
not  bring  himself  to  a level  below  that  upon  which 
so  many  honest,  intelligent  and  patriotic  citizens 
had  placed  him.  The  exalted  opinion,  which  he 
had  of  the  two  statesmen  to  whom  he  had  alluded 
was  well  known.  One  of  them,  Mr.  Clay,  he  had 
ever  supported  with  the  most  ardent  zeal  whenever 
an  opportunity  offered.  His  claims  fo  rank  amongst 
the  most  able  statesmen  none  could  deny,  and  he 
took  a great  pleasure  in  stating,  that  after  having 
enjoyed  (as  he  believed)  his  unlimited  confidence 
for  years,  in  power,  and  out  of  power,  he  had  never 
formed  an  idea  that  Greece  or  Rome,  ever  pos- 
sessed a purer  patriot.  His  distinguished  lival  in 
forensic  attainments  was  every  way  his  equal,  and 
he  should  possess  the  sympathy  of  evpry  honest 
man,  for  the  unjust  prejudices  which  are  entertain- 
ed against  him.  Daniel  Webster  was  never  other- 
wise  than  a patriot.  All  his  thoughts,  all  his 
wishes,  all  his  aspirations  have  been  for  the  honor 
and  glory  of  his  country.  How  unjust,  then,  to 
attach  to  him  sentiments  he  never  entertained — 
conduct  which  iiis  soul  would  have  abhorred!  He 
had  not  time  to  go  into  particulars,  but  he  appealed 
to  the  known  generosity  of  western  bosoms  to  lay 
aside  their  unfounded  prejudices  against  a man  to 
whose  enlarged  and  disinterested  course  they  have 
been  so  much  indebted. 

He  had  not  given  to  these  men,  the  high  charac- 
ter which  he  had  ascribed  to  them  for  the  purpose 
of  deriving  advantage  from  the  partiality  of  his 
fellow  citizens,  who  had  placed  him  by  their  side. 
By  no  means.  If  he  should  be  obliged  to  state  his 
own  pretensions,  he  could  only  claim  the  merit  of 
being,  “if  not  an  equal,”  “an  older”  statesman,  al- 
ways the  ardent  supporter  of  the  rights  of  the  peo- 
ple, in  the  councils  of  the  nation,  and  in  the  field 
their  faithful  and  devoted  soldier 

He.  went  at  length  into  the  subject  of  the  curren- 
cy. 

He  spoke  of  the  banks;  of  the  senseless  cry  rais- 
ed against  them,  that  their  tendency  was  not  as  had 
been  pretended,  to  make  the  rich,  richer,  and  the 
poor,  poorer.  Their  tendency  might  be  to  make 
the  rich,  richer,  but  he  denied  their  tendency  was 
to  make  the  poor,  poorer.  They  were  the  means 
of  opening  facilities  for  the  poor  man  to  become 
rich.  By  increasing,  the  capabilities  of  men  of 
wealth  to  embark  in  enterprises  useful  to  the  coun- 
try— in  schemes  of  internal  improvement,  in  manu- 
facturing, in  building,  &c.,  the  laboring,  the  indus- 
trious part  of  the  community  are  vastly  benefitted, 
by  thus  having  the  means  of  accumulating  fortunes 
for  themselves,  scattered  abroad  among  them.  He 
had  no  interest  in  any  bank — never  had  but  once, 
and  then  lost  all  his  stock.  But  he  was  a bank 
man,  and  in  favor  of  the  credit  system,  arid  he  was 
so,  because  he  was  a democrat.  He  had  been  in  a 
country  (Colombia)  where  they  had  no  credit  sys- 


tem— where  they  had  purely  a metallic  currency. 
That  country  was  called  a republic;  but  little  evi- 
dence of  a free  republic  was  to  be  seen.  No  works 
of  internal  improvement,  no  public  enterprises,  no 
manufacturing  establishments,  nothing  that  indicat- 
ed among  the  people,  industry,  prosperity  or  hap- 
piness. In  that  country  were  the  rich  living  in 
their  splendid  palaces,  and  the  poor  were  poor  in- 
deed. So  you  will  find  it  in  all  the  despotisms  of 
the  old  world— so  you  will  find  it  wherever  the 
credit  system  is  abolished  or  unknown.” 

After  gen.  Harrison  had  concluded,  the  following 
toast  was  received  with  great  applause: 

William  Henry  Harrison,  Henry  Clay  and  Daniel 
Webster — Three  distinguished  citizens  of  the  re- 
public whom  the  people  delight  to  honor.  Their 
names  will  be  transmitted  to  posterity  with  undi- 
minished lustre,  when  the  memory  of  their  revilers 
shall  have  passed  from  the  earth. 


MR.  DUNCAN’S  SPEECH. 

LETTER  FROM  THE  HON.  JAMES  GARLAND. 

From  the  Madisonian  of  the  ith  inst. 

The  “Washington  Globe”  of  the  J 3th  inst.,  con- 
tains a speech  of  the  hon.  Mr.  Duncan,  of  Ohio, 
partly  delivered  in  the  house  of  representatives, 
and  partly  written  out,  but  not  delivered  during 
the  late  session  of  congress.  In  that  part  of  the 
speech  not  delivered,  is  the  following  paragraph: 

“But  another  mode  is  adopted  by  the  federal  party 
having  the  majority  in  either  house,  to  swell  the 
expenses  against  the  wishes  of  the  administration, 
and  then  charge  the  extravagance  to  it  For  ex- 
ample, at  the  present  session,  the  house  printed 
more  than  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  docu- 
ments, many  of  them  not  worth  the  paper  (now 
made  waste  paper,)  on  which  they  are  printed.  Of 
this  sort  is  a volume  of  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
eight  pages,  consisting  entirely  of  the  cancelled 
drafts  of  the  treasury  which  my  colleague  [Mr. 
Bond]  called  for,  and  had  printed.  He  could  have 
had  no  motive  in  calling  for  this  but  to  make  a fat 
job  of  rule  and  figure  work  for  Gales  and  Seaton. 
It  is  just  as  valuable  a work  as  so  many  cancelled 
checks  drawn  on  a bank.  In  the  beginning  of  the 
session,  Mr.  Garland  of  Virginia,  a conservative, 
called  for  the  correspondence  of  the  treasury  with 
the  banks.  The  house  was  informed  that  there 
were  not  clerks  in  the  department  sufficient  to  pre- 
pare it  during  the  term  of  tile  members.  It  would 
have  made  a fat  job  of  at  least  $'50,000,  on  which 
the  gentleman’s  friend,  Mr.  Allen,  would  have  had 
a per  centage,  and  Gales  and  Seaton  their  profits. 
Another  call  was  made  by  him  for  all  the  documents 
in  iegard  to  the  defaulters  to  the  treasury;  and  this 
would  have  been  to  copy  and  print  the  papers  of 
the  office  of  the  solicitor  of  the  treasury  out  and 
out.  This  would,  besides  the  expense  of  copying, 
cost  at  least  $5 0,000  more  lor  printing.  It  was 
found  there  were  not  clerks  enough  to  make  the 
copies,  and  Mr.  Garland  moved  a resolution  to  au- 
thorize new  appointments  for  this  purpose,  but  it 
failed.  This  shows  what  the  conservatives  and 
whigs  would  have  done,  by  way  of  bringing  grist  to 
Gales  and  Seaton’s  press,  to  afford  vast  profits  to 
them,  and  increase  the  per  centage  of  Allen.  What 
they  have  done  appears  from  the  gross  sum  of  a 
hundred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars  for  the  extra 
and  present  session  of  the  house  printing,  with  an 
arrear  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars  yet  to  be  received 
for  it,  with  forty-three  thousand  dollars  for  books, 
and  at  least  fifty-nine  thousand  dollars  to  be  realiz- 
ed, at  the  same  rate,  for  the  approaching  session, 
showing  an  aggregate  of  TWO  HUNDRED  and 
THIRTY-SEVEN  THOUSAND  DOLLARS  for 
one  branch  of  congress  for  one  congressional  term; 
whereas  Messrs.  Blair  and  Rives  have  received, 
during  the  six  years  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Bond,] 
has  scanned  their  printing,  only  one  hundred  and 
sixty  thousand  dollars  for  congress  printing  and  ma- 
terials, and  one  hundred  and  fourteen  thousand  from 
all  the  departments,  lor  the  same  time.” 

Thi;  paragraph  contains  two  charges  against  me: 
the  first,  that  in  the  beginning  of  the  late  session 
of  congress,  I made  a call  for  “the  correspondence 
of  the  treasury  with  the  banks” — the  second  is,  that 
I made  another  call  for  “ all  the  documents  in  regard 
to  the  defaulters  of  the  treasury” — each  of  which 
documents  it  is  said  would  have  cost  the  govern- 
ment $50,000.  The  Globe  of  the  20th  inst.  re- 
peats the  charge  in  the  following  terms: — “He 
(speaking  of  Mr.  Bond  and  his  speech)  could  join 
Mr.  Garland  in  calling  for  the  bank  correspon- 
dence for  years  back,  which  would  have  made 
volumes  as  large  as  the  old  documents  on  which 
Gales  & Seaton  received  $100,000.”  If  I made 
any  such  calls,  I do  not  recollect  them;  if  I did,  I 
am  ready  to  admit  that  they  were  not  necessary, 
and  that  I am  justly  censurable;  but  I am  well  sa- 
tisfied that  Mr.  Duncan  has  been  misled  upon  this 
subject,  and  that  upon  an  examination  of  the  jour- 


nals, he  will  find  that  he  is  mistaken  both  as  to  the 
date  and  the  scope  of  the  resolutions  which  I of- 
fered. 

The  resolution  to  which  I have  no  doubt  Mr. 
Duncan  reters,  was  not  offered  in  the  beginning  of 
the  late  session,  but  was  offered  on  the  12th  day  of 
October  last,  lour  days  before  the  close  of  the  ex- 
tra session.  The  call  was  not  for  “ all  the  corres- 
pondence of  the  treasury  with  the  banks,”  but  for 
the  names  of  all  receivers,  collectors,  or  depositors 
of  the  public  money,  who  were  in  default  to  the 
government;  the  amount  of  such  default,  the  length 
ol  time  due,  the  secuiity  given,  if  any,  and  how- 
much  had  been,  or  would  likely  be  lost,  together 
with  all  correspondence  upon  the  subject,  from  the 
1st  day  of  January,  1834,  to  that  time;  a call  con- 
confined  in  its  scope  entirely  to  existing  defaulters, 
and  in  the  correspondence  to  a period  of  four  years 
only.  The  following  is  a true  copy  of  the  resolu- 
tion: 

“ Resolved , That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
communicate  to  this  house,  as  early  in  the  next 
session  as  practicable,  the  names  of  all  receivers, 
collectors,  or  depositors  of  the  public  money,  who 
are  in  default  to  the  government,  the  amount 
of  such  default,  the  length  of  time  due,  the  securi- 
ty given,  if  any,  or  how  much  has  been,  or  will 
likely  be  lost,  together  with  a copy  of  all  corres- 
pondence upon  the  subject,  from  the  1st  day  of 
January,  183-1,  to  this  time.” 

This  resolution  was  read  in  the  hearing  of  the 
hous.e  before  it  was  offered;  and  it  was  then  ottered 
and  taken  up  by  the  unanimous  consent  of  the 
house,  and  adopted  without  a single  dissentient,  a3 
well  as  I recollect.  This  call,  which  was  made  on 
Ihe  12th  day  of  October,  was  not  answered  until 
the  17th  day  of  January  following,  arid  then  only 
in  parr.  The  report  oi  the  17th  of  January,  con- 
tained a list  of  the  deposite  banks,  and  the  names 
of  the  collectors  and  receivers  in  default,  together 
with  the  amounts  due,  the  character  of  the  security- 
given  with  explanatory  notes;  in  fact  the  whole 
resolution  was  answered,  except  the  copies  of  the 
correspondence  called  for.  Appended  to  this  re- 
port was  a letter  of  the  secretary  ol  the  treasury, 
accompanied  with  one  from  the  solicitor  of  the 
treasury,  to  him  in  these  words: 

Office  of  the  solicitor  of  the  treasury , 
January  15,  1838. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  return  herewith  the 
statement  of  the  first  comptroller  of  the  treasury  of 
the  amounts  due  from  certain  collectors  of  the  cus- 
toms which  was  referred  by  you  to  this  office  on 
tiie  6th  December,  1837;  and  also  the  statement  of 
the  same  officer  of  the  amounts  due  from  certain 
receivers  of  public  moneys,  which  was  referred  by 
you  to  this  office  on  the  2Sth  December,  1837.  I 
transmit  herewith  an  abstract  of  the  information 
which  is  furnished  by  the  records  and  correspon- 
dence of  this  office  relative  to  each  of  the  cases  in 
these  statements.  It  is  impossible  in  this  office  to 
give  any  tiling  like  an  accurate  summary  of  “the 
amount  that  has  been  or  is  likely  to  be  lost;”  nor 
can  any  opinion  be  here  formed  on  the  subject,  ex- 
cept mere  conjecture,  further  than  it  is  to  be  deriv- 
ed from  the  notes  and  abstracts  now  annexed  to 
each  particular  case.  It  will,  however,  be  seen 
from  these  that,  in  all  probability,  some  of  the 
largest  balances  will  be  entirely  paid,  and  that 
many  others  will  be  greatly  reduced. 

In  addition  to  the  statements  received  from  the 
comptroller,  I transmit  a statement  of  balances  due 
from  the  late  deposits  banks,  which  have  failed  to 
meet  the  requisitions  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasu- 
ry under  the  act  of  16th  October  last;  and  also  a 
statement  of  balances  due  from  banks,  formerly  de- 
positories of  the  public  money,  which  are  unavaila- 
ble, together  with  similar  notes  and  abstracts  of 
the  information  that  can  be  furnished  from  ihe  re- 
cords and  correspondence  of  this  office. 

H.  D.  GILPIN,  solicitor  of  the  treasury. 

To  ihe  hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

From  a fair  interpretation  of  the  resolution,  it  is 
manifest  that  the  solicitor  of  the  treasury  had  mis- 
apprehended the  scope  ol  the  resolution,  and  re- 
garded it  as  requiring  an  exlent  of  correspondence 
which  it  did  not  require.  Some  few  days  after  this 
report  come  in,  believing  the  correspondence  call- 
ed for  by  the  resolution  necessary  to  the  just  deci- 
sion of  the  important  financial  questi-on  then  de- 
pending before  congress,  I ottered  a resolution  au- 
thorizing the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  employ 
such  temporary  aid  as  would,  with  a due  regard  to 
the  other  important  business  of  the  department, 
enable  him  to  report  the  correspondence  in  time  to 
avail  in  the  final  disposition  of  that  question. 
When  I offered  this  resolution,  various  other 
amendments  were  offered,  which  I thought  would 
only  embarrass  it.  Before,  however,  it  was  dis- 
posed of,  I offered  another  resolution,  calling  for 
the  correspondence  of  the  treasury  department 
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alone,  with  the  defaulters,  thereby  superseding  the 
correspondence  called  for  by  the  resolution  of  the 
12th  of  October,  and  greatly  lessening  its  volume, 
which  was  adopted  without  any  objection  that  I 
heard.  Shortly  after  this  resolution  was  adopted, 
the  report  came  in,  and  when  my  resolution  to  au- 
tborise  the  employment  of  such  aid  as  might  be 
deemed  necessary  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
came  up,  instead  of  its  failing,  as  charged  by  Mr. 
Duncan,  it  was  laid  on  the  table  on  my  own  mo- 
tion, for  the  simple  reason  that  the  resolution  had 
been  answered  as  far  as  was  necessary.  To  prove 
that  the  delay  in  communicating  the  correspon- 
dence called  tor  in  my  resolution  of  the  12th  Octo- 
ber, was  not  caused  by  the  volume  of  that  corres- 
pondence, I will  state  the  fact  that  after  the  resolu- 
tion, as  subsequently  restricted,  was  responded  to, 
a bill  was  reported  by  the  judiciary  committee,  to 
authorise  the  employment  of  an  additional  perma- 
nent clerk,  in  the  office  of  the  solicitor  of  the  trea- 
sury, at  the  earnest  solicitation  of  that  officer,  on 
account  of  the  great  increase  of  the  business  of 
that  office. 

The  foregoing  statement  of  facts,  and  for  their 
truth,  I refer  to  the  journals  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, do  not  justify  the  charge  that  I made 
the  undefined,  and  unlimited  calls  for  the  corres- 
pondence of  the  treasury  with  the  banks,  and  all 
the  documents  in  relation  to  defaulters,  as  charged 
by  Mr.  Duncan,  and  repeated  by  the  Globe;  but 
that  the  call  was  specific  and  limited,  seeking  the 
names  of  defaulters,  the  amounts  of  defalcation, 
the  security  held  by  the  government,  and  the  cor- 
respondence for  the  lour  preceding  years  in  rela- 
tion to  these  defaults  only.  Was  there  any  thing 
in  this  call  unimportant  or  unnecessary?  A day  or 
two  before  it  was  made,  the  agitating,  the  impor- 
tant and  all-absorbing  sub-treasury  bill,  had  been 
laid  upon  the  table  in  the  house  of  representatives. 
It  was  well  known  that  it  was  again  to  he  taken 
up  at  the  succeeding  session,  to  be  discussed  and 
decided  on.  The  question  was  a vital  one,  and  I 
feel  confident  in  the  assertion  that  nothing  could 
more  successfully  elucidate  it,  than  by  laying  be- 
fore congress  and  the  country,  what  had  been  the 
experience  of  the  country  in  the  safe  keeping  of 
its  revenues  by  banks  and  individual  agents.  The 
call  which  I made  embraced  the  results  of  both 
systems,  and  could  not  do  otherwise  than  aid  every 
member  in  coming  to  a just  conclusion  upon  the 
subject.  With  this  view,  and  this  only,  I offered 
that  resolution.  I did  not  know  what  would  be 
the  volume  of  the  correspondence,  or  what  would 
be  the  cost  of  printing;  about  this  I knew  nothing. 

I only  looked  to  the  value  of  the  document  in  aid- 
ing the  deliberations  of  congress,  and  enlightening 
the  people  upon  a subject  involving  their  dearest 
and  most  important  interests.  But  what  is  the 
cost  of  the  two  documents  that  came?  The  first  is 
a small  document  of  5S  pages,  and  I understand 
cost,  for  the  usual  number,  $172  69;  subsequently, 
however,  5,000  extra  copies  were  ordered,  costing 
$-198  -12.  The  second  is  a larger  document,  ol 
400  pages,  and  cost,  as  I understand,  $1,074  33. 
This  is  very,  very  far  short  of  the  $100,000,  at 
which  the  cost  has  been  computed.  If  the  first 
call  would  have  cost  $100,000,  then  it  was  reduc- 
ed to  the  actual  cost  on  my  own  motion  If  I of- 
fered any  other  resolutions  than  those  which  I have 
stated,  they  were  either  adopted,  rejected,  or  re- 
main undisposed  of.  If  adopted,  they  are  either 
answered,  or  remain  unanswered.  If  answered,  I 
have  stated  the  cost.  If  unanswered,  the  cost  will 
be  ascertained  when  the  reports  come  in;  but  there 
are  none  unanswered.  If  I offered  any  calls  which 
were  rejected,  will  my  accusers  point  them  out? 
If  any,  which  remain  undisposed  of,  what  are  they, 
and  when  were  they  offered?  I have  not  the  most 
distant  idea  that  any  report  within  the  legitimate 
lange  of  the  resolution  which  I offered  would  have 
cost  for  the  printing  $5,000,  much  more  $100,000. 

I have  no  practical  knowledge  upon  the  subject, 
but  such  is  my  opinion.  For  I do  not  believe  that 
there  is  as  much  correspondence  behind,  as  that 
which  was  reported,  and  which  cost  only  $1,074  33. 
But  suppose  it  had  cost  all  that  is  charged,  what  of 
that?  Does  not  every  man  perceive  the  value  of 
the  document  in  reference  to  the  great  question 
depending  before  the  country,  and  should  it  have 
been  withheld  for  fear  of  spending  fifty  or  even  a 
hundred  thousand  dollars?  Every  patriot  will  an- 
swer no — let  us  have  the  light!! 

If  this  correspondence,  in  relation  to  defaulters,  is 
so  very  voluminous,  it  speaks  in  a voice  of  thun- 
der to  the  American  people,  whether  it  embraces 
banks  or  individual  agents;  and  every  man  who 
loves  his  country,  and  values  the  purity  of  her  in- 
stitutions, should  unite  in  a general  demand  to  bring 
it  forth,  and  expose  it  to  the  public  gaze,  naked  and 
unadorned.  For  in  ascertaining  the  utmost  extent 
of  these  defalcations,  the  people  are  deeply  and  vi- 


tally interested;  and  whether  it  affects  mostly  the 
banks,  or  individual  agents,  let  it  come  forth — let 
the  truth  be  known  to  its  utmost  extent,  that  the 
country  may  act  in  reference  to  this  great  question 
from  the  unobscured  and  unhidden  light  of  expe- 
rience. I do  not  repent  of  the  call  which  I made, 
and  should  not,  if  it  had  cost  $200,000,  so  important 
do  I deem  the  information  winch  it  produced.  As 
to  the  insinuation,  that  I was  actuated  by  paltry 
and  unworthy  motive  of  benefiting  Gales  & Seaton, 
and  Thomas  Allen,  I have  no  reply  to  make — none 
whatever.  Nor  have  I any  to  make  to  the  insinua- 
tion of  “The  Globe,”  that  I w as  acting  in  concert 
with  Mr.  Bond,  or  he  with  me,  in  offering  my  re- 
solution. I had  never  interchanged  one  word  with 
Mr.  Bond  as  to  the  resolution  which  I offered;  nor 
as  to  any  which  he  offered.  The  imputation  is  en- 
tirely gratuitous  and  unfounded. 

I believe  I might  safely  challenge  a comparison 
of  my  votes  with  that  of  the  most  fastidious  econo- 
mist in  the  house,  either  as  it  relates  to  public 
printing,  or  any  other  branch  of  the  public  service, 
in  appropriating  the  public  money.  And  as  to 
the  books  spoken  of  by  Mr.  Duncan,  if  I am  not 
egregiously  mistaken,  my  name  is  recorded  against 
all  appropriations  for  the  purchase  of  books  for  the- 
members. 

As  to  the  corrupt  bargain  of  which  Mr.  Duncan 
speaks  between  the  friends  of  Gales  &.  Seaton  and 
the  friends  of  Allen,  I have  only  to  say  that  I saw 
none,  heard  of  none,  and  w’as  privy  to  none.  I was 
not  at  the  caucus  of  which  he  speaks.,  and  had  no- 
thing to  do  with  it.  I had  determined,  before  I 
left  home,  (whether  properly  or  not  I will  not  dis- 
cuss) not  to  vote  for  Gales  & Seaton,  or  Blair  & 
Rives.  And  if  Allen  had  not  been  run,  I should 
have  casta  blank  vote.  Duringthe  progress  of  the 
ballot,  several  gentlemen  asked  me  if  Allen  failed, 
w hether  I would  not  vote  for  Gales  & Seaton;  I told 
them  no.  Others  asked  me  if  Allen  failed  whether 
I would  not  go  for  Blair  & Rives;  I told  them  no,  I 
would  not.  I did  not  know  Allen  when  the  ballots 
were  going  on.  I voted  for  him  upon  the  recom- 
mendation of  others.  I defy  the  production  of  a 
single  man,  to  whom  I made  any  proposition,  or 
who  made  one  to  me. 

I have  no  other  object  in  making  this  communi- 
cation than  to  correct  the  errors  into  which  Mr. 
Duncan  has  fallen,  as  to  the  character  and  scope  of 
the  resolutions  which  I had  offered.  When  a copy 
of  the  Journal  of  the  house  shall  have  reached  me, 

I shall,  if  I find  it  necessary,  place  my  conduct  upon 
this  occasion  beyond  the  reach  of  censure.  I am 
not  unapprized  ot  the  hostility  which  I have  pro- 
voked on  the  part  ot  some  of  the  friends  of  the  ad- 
ministration, and  the  press  in  its  support  for  the 
cause  which  my  own  sense  of  duty  and  obedience 
to  the  wishes  of  a large  majority  of  my  constituents 
has  compelled  me  to  take  upon  the  all-absorbing 
question  of  the  day.  While  I have  done  nothing 
to  provoke  hostility,  I have  no  disposition  to  depre- 
cate it,  but  will  abide  all  the  consequences  which 
may  result  from  it.  I shall  continue  to  do  my  duty 
according  to  the  dictates  of  my  ow  n conscience,  in 
despite  of  denunciation  or  abuse;  and  shall  only 
feel  myself  recreant  to  my  trust,  W'hen  I can  be 
brought  to  disregard  my  own  conscientious  opinionst 
and  act  upon  the  principle  that  party  considerations 
constitutes  the  first  and  most  important  objects  of 
representative  duty.  I have  not  so  learned  my 
duty,  nor  shall  Iso  perform  it. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  GARLAND. 

From  the  National  Intelligencer  of  the  1 4th  ult. 

Messrs.  Gales  & Seaton:  In  the  “Globe”  news- 
paper of  the  13th  instant  is  a speech  of  the  honora- 
ble Mr.  Duncan,  of  Ohio,  from  which  I have  ex- 
tracted the  following  paragraph  in  relation  to  the 
public  printing  of  which  1 am  superintendent  or 
manager,  for  the  proprietors,  viz: 

After  discoursing  about  some  supposed  bargain- 
ing in  obtaining  the  printing,  Mr.  D.  speaks  as 
follows : 

“Another  natural  consequence  of  this  bargaining 
has  been  discovered  before  the  committee  appoint- 
ed at  the  heel  of  the  session,  has  not  yet  had  time 
to  make  full  investigation,  and  report;  but  I feel  at 
liberty  to  use  the  information  which  I have  derived 
from  a witness,  sworn  before  it.  A first  rate  prac- 
tical printer,  called  on  by  that  committee  to  mea- 
sure the  work,  and  calculate  the  price  which  it  was 
lawful  to  charge  for  it,  and  compare  it  with  that 
which  Gales  & Seaton,  in  the  name  of  Allen,  as 
printer  to  this  house,  had  received  for  it,  found  that 
the  first  document  printed  for  this  house  at  this  ses- 
sion, by  Gales  & Seaton,  was  fraudulently  printed; 
and  that,  by  diminishing  the  page  and  using  types 
different  from  those  authorized  by  law , they  had  made 
an  illicit  profit  amounting  to  between  thirteen  and 
fourteen  hundred  dollars.” 


Now,  gentlemen,  there  is  not  one  word  of  truth 
in  the  above  paragraph.  The  honorable  gentleman 
has  been  imposed  upon  by  some  ignoramus,  proba- 
bly, to  use  no  harsher  epithet.  I assure,  gentle- 
men, there  was  no  “fraud”  practised  in  printing 
the  document  referred  to.  The  size  of  the  page 
was  not  “diminished.”  No  “types  were  used  dif- 
ferent from  those  authorized  by  law.” 

I quote  the  law  itself  to  prove  the  fart.  I have 
never  violated  it  since  I have  had  the  management 
of  the  public  printing,  some  sixteen  years  or  so. 

EXTRACT  FROM  THE  LAW. 

“■Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  in  congress  assembled,  That 
the  printing  of  congress,  unless  when  otherwise 
specially  ordered,  shall  be  done  in  the  following 
form  and  manner,  viz: 

“Bills,  as  heretofore,  with  English  type,  on  fools- 
cap paper. 

“Rule,  or  table  work,  in  royal  octavo  size,  where 
it  can  be  brought  into  that  size  by  any  type  not 
smaller  than  brevier;  and,  where  it  cannot  in  such 
form  as  to  fold  conveniently  into  the  volume. 

“All  other  printing  with  a small  pica  type,  on 
royal  paper,  in  pages  of  the  same  size  as  those  of 
the  last  edition  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States.” 

There  is  nothing  said  here  about  ems.  The  con- 
gress pages,  however,  are  of  the  same  size  as  the 
laws  referred  to — they  are  55  lines  long,  and  31  in 
width,  and  contain  as  many  small  pica  ems  as  a page 
of  the  laws.  I was  employed  upon  the  laws,  both 
in  composition  and  proof-reading,  during  their  pub- 
lication in  1814,  by  Mr.  Weightman,  then  printer 
to  congress.  So,  I may  be  presumed  to  know  some- 
thing about  tfiem. 

As  to  the  same  document,  printed  at  the  Globe 
office,  making  fifty-six  pages  less  than  that  printed 
by  Mr.  Allen,  it  can  be  easily  and  readily  ac- 
counted for  by  practical  printers,  without  resorting 
to  an  allegation  of  fraud. 

The  small  pica  type,  on  which  the  house  docu- 
ment is  printed,  drives  out  about  a page  in  every 
twenty;  while  that  used  on  the  senate  document 
takes  in  an  equal  amount.  Both  founts  of  type  are 
“small  pica,”  conformable  to  law,  for  the  current 
printing.  Some  of  the  tables  in  1 he  house  docu- 
ment are  put  in  small  pica,  w hile  in  the  senate  do- 
cument they  are  put  in  brevier;  reducing,  of  course, 
a considerable  quantity  of  press  work.  I do  not 
think  that  any  tabular  statements  should  be  put  iit 
brevier  when  they  can  be  brought  into  small  pica, 
as,  in  short  numbers,  it  increases  the  expense. 

Indeed,  there  are  no  two  printers,  probably,  un- 
less by  an  extraordinary  accident,  who  would  ar- 
rive at  the  same  result  in  printing  a mass  of  MS., 
interspersed  with  tabular  statements,  equal  to  one 
thousand  pages. 

Very  respectfully,  I am,  gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
GEO.  M.  GROUARD. 

From  the  National  Intelligencer  of  the  loth  nil. 

Messrs.  Gales  & Seaton:  A writer  in  the 
“Globe”  of  this  morning  attempts  to  explain  away 
or  invalidate  what  I said  in  yesterday’s  Intelli- 
gencer in  relation  to  the  public  printing.  I have  no 
disposition  for  a newspaper  war  of  words  about  en 
quads.  Truth  is  not  likely  to  be  elicited  by  such  a 
discussion.  When  the  committee  shall  pursue  their 
investigation  again,  disinterested  testimony  will  be 
bad  before  it,  when  the  application  of  the  law  and 
the  practices  and  usages  of  the  profession  can  be 
given  in  evidence  by  competent  and  skilful  printers, 
and  all  cavil  and  equivocation  be  put  (o  rest. 

With  regard  to  the  printing  of  extra  numbers  of 
documents,  which  the  house  has  not  ordered,  (as 
the  writer  in  the  “Globe”  charges,)  it  demands  no 
other  reply  than  that  lam  merely  an  executive  offi- 
cer (standing  in  my  employer’s  place,)  to  carry 
into  effect  such  orders  as  I may  receive.  I do  not 
ransack  the  journals  to  see  what  has  been  done  or 
what  has  been  left  undone.  Nor  have  I any  access 
to  the  vouchers  in  the  fire-proof  building  of  the  trea- 
sury department  to  enable  me  to  throw  any  light 
upon  the  charge.  It  is  no  part  of  my  business. 
Nothing,  however,  is  printed  by  me  for  the  public 
without  instructions  from  the  house  of  representa- 
tives. 

For  myself,  I can  have  no  motive  for  misrepre- 
sentation, much  less  for  fraud  in  the  matter — having 
every  thing  to  risk  and  nothing  to  gain.  I have  enf 
deavored  always  to  discharge  my  duty  to  the  extent 
of  my  ability,  with  perfect  good  faith  and  justice 
both  to  the  United  States  and  to  my  employer.  If 
I shall  be  found  to  have  committed  any  error  of 
judgment  in  the  execution  of  the  printing,  of  which 
l am  not  conscious,  the  correction  or  the  remedy 
can  be  readily  applied. 

Respectfully,  &c. 

GEO.  M.  GROUARD. 
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Expeditious  trip.  From  the  Petersburg,  ( Va.) 
Intelligencer  of  the  7lh  inst.  A gentleman  of  this 
town  has  just  made  the  trip  from  this  place  to  Phila- 
delphia arid  back  in  three  days  and  a half;  having 
spent  six  hours  in  Richmond,  eight  in  Philadelphia, 
and  on  his  return,  twelve  in  Baltimore,  and  nine  and 
a half  in  Washington  city.  He  has  favored  us  with 
the  following  memorandum  of  the  trip: 

“I  left  Petersburg  in  the  cars  for  Richmond  on 
Wednesday  night,  at  8 o’clock,  reached  Richmond 
at  1-2  past  9;  went  to  bed  at  10,  and  left  in  the  cars 
for  Fredericksburg,  Thursday  morning  at  4;  arrived 
in  Philadelphia,  via  Frenchtown  and  Newcastle, 
Friday  morning  at  about  4 — at  6 dressed  and  went 
up  to  the  hotel  in  the  city,  where,  after  dressing  and 
breakfasting,  I transacted  my  business  and  left  at  2 
P.  M.  for  Baltimore.  Reached  Baltimore  at  1-2 
past  9,  same  evening;  lodged  at  the  new  Exchange 
hotel,  (which  for  attention,  neatness  and  comfoit, 
may  be  classed  w ith  the  Tremont-house  of  Boston, 
and  Mansion-house  of  Philadelphia  and  French’s 
hotel  of  Norfolk,)  left  that  city  at9  Saturday  morn- 
ing; arrived  at  Washington  at  1-2  past  11;  remain- 
ed until  9 that  night,  when  I left  in  the  Potomac 
boat  for  Fredericksburg,  and  reached  Petersburg  at 
1-2  past  11  Sunday  morning,  without  much  fatigue 
or  loss  of  sleep.” 

A western  monster.  The  famed  sea  serpent  of  the 
Atlantic  has  not,  as  heretofore,  been  rusticating  off 
Nahant  this  season.  The  lovers  of  marvel  have  not 
therefore  been  set  agape,  as  usual,  by  the  wonder- 
ful stories  respecting  that  father  of  snakes. 

But  we  have  tidings  of  a western  serpent,  which 
will  supply,  measurably,  the  place  of  his  mammoth 
prototype.  It  is  termed  “The  Monster  of  Devil 
Lake.”  A correspondent  of  the  Logansport,  (la.) 
Telegraph  says  it  w as  discovered  by  some  men  of 
the  name  of  Robinson,  in  a small  lake,  about  two 
miles  in  length,  and  one  half  mile  in  breadth,  and 
of  unknown  depth,  in  the  vicinity  of  Rochester  in 
that  state.  The  serpent  is  said  to  be  sixty  feet  in 
length.  One  person,  Mr.  Lindsay,  who  saw  the 
animal,  describes  the  head  as  being  three  feet  across 
the  frontal  bone,  and  having  something  of  the  con- 
tour of  a beef’s  head,  but  the  neck  tapering  and 
having  the  character  of  the  serpent,  color  dingy, 
with  large  bright  yellow  spots.  The  Indians  who 
live  in  the  vicinity  of  the  lake  never  venture  upon 
it  for  the  purpose  of  fishing  or  bathing.  They  have 
long  known  it  by  the  name  of  “Lake  Man-i-too,” 
or  devil  lake,  on  account  of  the  serpent,  or  Man-i- 
too,  [devil,]  as  they  call  it,  that  lives  in  it. 

[ Buffalo  Commercial. 

Our  fishermen  on  the  Nova  Scotia  and  Newfound- 
land shore  are  getting  into  trouble.  The  Halifax 
Recorder  gives  an  account  of  a New  Bedford  vessel 
that  maltreated  one  of  the  inhabitants  of  Caineau, 
whose  master  was  taken  prisoner  and  punished. 
At  Ihe  Magdalen  Islands,  a boat’s  crew  of  one  of 
her  majesty’s  ships  went  on  board  another  Ameri- 
can fishing  vessel,  and  threw  all  the  fish  she  had 
taken  overboard 

Three  Indian  bodies  in  a remarkable  state  of  pre- 
servation, as  unaltered  in  their  terrific  features  ex- 
pressing agonies  of  death,  as  if  buried  yesterday, 
were  recently  disinterred  from  a ditch  in  a turf  mea- 
dow at  Sudburry,  Mass.  There  was  a light  cover-  < 
ingot  something  like  ashes  over  them,  and  when 
the  air  was  admitted  they  crumbled,  as  usually  hap- 
pens. 

Ship  canal  from  Lake  Erie  to  the  sea.  The  Cleve- 
land Herald  of  the  4th  inst.  contains  a letter,  dat- 
ed “Toronto,  21st  July,”  and  addressed  to  Messrs. 
Bronson  and  Crocker,  which  says  that  capt.  M’Anly, 
the  head  of  the  engineer  department,  informed  the 
writer  of  the  letter,  that  “lord  Durham  is  determin- 
ed to  make  a ship  canal  to  Lake  Erie  from  the  sea, 
and  that  the  navigation  of  the  Welland  canal  will 
not  be  impelled  by  the  construction  of  the  new 
canal.” 

Fire  in  the  pines.  From  the  Trenton  Gazelle.  A 
great  conflagration  is  now  sweeping  through  the 
New  Jersey  pines;  and  the  extreme  dryness  of  the 
timber  fearfully  augments  it.  It  broke  out,  as  we 
learn  from  the  Burlington  Herald,  in  that  county, 
on  the  Martha  Furnace  tract.  AVhile  on  Long 
Beach,  last  week,  the  editor  saw  the  destroying  ele 
inent,  at  the  distance  of  many  miles,  casting  a light 
as  though  a city  were  in  flarces.  Owners  of  timber 
lands  are  busily  employed  firing  against  the  con- 
suming enemy.  It  is  the  greatest  calamity  of  the 
kind  ever  known  there.  From  the  neighborhood  of 
Tuckerton  to  Burr’s  mill,  the  country  has  been  over- 
run. The  loss  is  at  least  $100,000.  We  learn  from 
another  source,  that  one  single  proprietor  has  lost 
$20,000.  The  fire  sweeps  on,  in  its  devastating 
progress,  in  a broad  column,  twelve  miles  wide.  It 
sports  with  man,  too,  even  as  with  the  dry  twigs, 
ami  consumes  whole  families,  in  its  course. 


Health  of  NcwOrleans.  The  following  is  a copy 
of  a letter  from  the  mayor  of  New  Orleans  to  the 
mayor  of  New  York: 

New  Orleans,  20th  July,  1833. 

Dear  sir:  Your  letter,  requesting  information  in 
relation  to  the  existence  of  the  yellow  fever  in  this 
city,  has  duly  come  to  hand.  In  answer  thereto,  I 
have  the  satisfaction  to  state  that  there  has  been 
among  us,  so  far,  no  appearance  of  that  malady  this 
season.  The  condition  and  prospect  of  this  city 
are  such,  at  present,  as  to  induce  the  belief  that  we 
shall  conlinue  to  be  exempt  from  it  for  the  future. 
It  is  also  the  opinion  of  several  of  our  physicians 
whom  I consulted  on  the  subject. 

Any  information  you  may  stand  in  need  of  from 
this  place  will  at  all  times  be  cheerfully  communi- 
cated. 

It  is  not  true  that  John  Jacob  Astor  of  New  York, 
has  made  a donation  of  $.350,000  for  a public  libra- 
ry. He  only  intimated  an  intention  of  leaving 
something! 

Nature's  nobleman.  During  the  fire  in  New  Yoi  k, 
on  Wednesday,  last  week,  a female  was  discovered 
making  her  way  through  the  flames  into  a house. 
The  firemen  detained  her  with  much  difficulty,  and 
to  their  interrogations  she  only  exclaimed,  ‘My 
child!  my  child!’  A noble  hearted  fireman  rushed 
to  where  she  pointed,  and  w'as  soon  seen  issuing 
from  the  burning  building  with  the  infant  in  his 
arms.  The  scene  was  truly  affecting,  and  the  gen- 
erous fellow  w ho  risked  his  own  life  to  save  that  of 
the  child,  deserves  the  warmest  thanks  of  every  one. 

Another!  William  E.  Payne,  of  Boston,  who  re- 
cently died  in  Pans,  at  the  early  age  of  34,  perform- 
ed an  act  of  nohle  honesty,  which  deserves  to  be 
spoken  of  wherever  his  name  is  mentioned.  His 
father  died  insolvent,  leaving  four  children,  and  a 
full  discharge  was  given  by  each  of  his  creditors, 
upon  receiving  such  proportionate  dividend  as  the 
executor  was  able  to  pay. 

Upon  the  death  of  his  unmarried  aunts,  Mr.  Wm. 
E.  Payne  inherited  from  them  a large  estate,  and 
immediately  sent  to  all  his  father’s  creditors,  not  as 
a donation,  bu(  as  a final  dividend  out  of  his  father’s 
effects,  the  full  balance  of  all  the  debts  due  from  him 
at  his  decease.  The  whole  sum  thus  distributed,  it 
is  believed,  exceeded  $20,000. 

The  memory  of  such  an  act  as  this,  is  a rich  in- 
heritance, to  be  transmitted  from  generation  to  gen- 
eration. [Salem  Gazette. 

By  the  death  of  com.  Dodgers,  commodore  Bar- 
ron becomes  the  head  of  the  navy,  with  a salary  in- 
creased from  $2,500  to  $3,500  a year.  Commodore 
Stewart,  now'  in  command  of  the  navy  yard  at  Phila- 
delphia, is  second  upon  the  list  of  officers,  having 
been  forty  years  in  the  service. 

Commodore  Biddle  has  recenlly  been  appointed  by 
the  secretary  of  the  navy  to  be  governor  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  naval  asylum  at  Philadelphia. 

Serious  and  extraordinary  accident.  A gentleman 
of  Cobourg,  (U.  C.)  Mr.  Shaw  Armour,  formerly 
of  Montreal,  met  with  a dreadful  accident  on  board 
the  Rice  Lake  steamboat  Newcastle,  his  escape 
from  which  is  little  short  of  a miracle.  The  par- 
ticulars related  to  us  are  as  follows:  Mr.  A.  who 

is  a man  of  a very  large  frame,  was  crossing  the 
‘boat  near  the  action  of  tiie  fly  wheel,  when  by  some 
mischance,  losing  his  balance,  he  fell  with  his  arm 
through  the  wheel,  and  in  an  instant  was  dashed 
by  its  power  headlong  through  an  apperture  ten  and 
a half  inches  wide!  As  to  be  expected,  he  is  dread- 
fully crushed,  but  we  are  happy  to  learn  from  Dr. 
Goldstone,  who  since  attended  him,  that  no  bones 
are  broken,  and  that  at  present  he  does  not  appre- 
hend the  consequence  will  be  fatal.  He  was  car- 
ried shortly  after  the  accident  to  the  Inn  at  Claver- 
ton,  where  he  now  remains.  [Cobourg  Star. 

Thunder  storms  and  loss  of  life.  The  vicinity  of 
Freder  ck,  Md.,  was,  on  Thursday,  the  Sth  inst., 
visited  by  a severe  thunder  storm  and  opportune 
copious  rains.  A barn  was  struck  and  destroyed 
by  lightning.  On  Saturday,  P.  M.  a violent  thun- 
der storm  and  toinado  passed  over  Baltimore.  The 
new  warehouse  of  Messrs.  Donnell  and  Lurman  on 
Donnell’s  wharf, and  which  had  reached  to  the  third 
story  and  was  one  hundred  feet  by  forty,  was  com- 
pletely prostrated,  and  two  German  emigrants,  a 
young  man  and  young  woman,  out  of  several  w ho 
had  taken  shelter  in  the  building,  were  killed.  A 
colored  man  had  his  leg  broken,  a brick  layer  was 
much  bruised.  A black  boy  near  Fort  McHenry 
was  chrushed  to  death  between  some  lumber.  Se- 
veral roofs  were  blown  off  and  vessels  dragged  from 
their  moorings.  In  Philadelphia,  to  which  place 
the  storm  reached,  a ware  house  was  struck,  and 
three  horses  killed  in  a stable  near  the  naval  asy- 
lum. A young  man  was  killed  at  Bristol  on  the 
Delaware,  and  a farm  house  at  Morrisville  destroy- 
ed. 


Fire  at  Hudson,  N.  Y.  A fire  kindled  by  the 
cinders  from  the  steamboat  congress,  while  lying  at 
the  dock  at  Hudson,  broke  out  in  one  of  the  old 
warehouses  on  Wednesday  afternoon  the  8lh  inst., 
about  3 o’clock,  which  proved  to  be  more  destruc- 
tive in  its  ravages  than  was  ever  experienced  in  that 
city.  The  flames  W'ere  blown  by  a fresh  north 
west  wind  over  the  hill  into  the  city,  and  raged 
with  such  fury  as  to  render  the  efforts  of  the  fire- 
men unavailing.  The  fire  swept  through  in  a south- 
easterly direction  to  the  south  bay,  where  every 
house  was  consumed.  It  then  extended  up  the  hill 
towards  the  old  Presbyterian  church,  doing  great 
damage.  Two  extensive  lumber  yards,  one  be- 
longing to  Mr.  Reed,  and  the  other  to  Mr.  Hudson, 
were  entirely  consumed.  The  large  fire-proof 
stores  and  warehouses,  near  the  docks,  are  not  in- 
jured; nor  did  we  learn  that  the  w hale  company  had 
suffered  materially.  Apprehending  the  destruction 
of  their  warehouses,  the  oil  was  rolled  out  on  the 
dock,  but  was  safe.  The  engines,  with  about  six- 
ty firemen,  went  promptly  from  Catskill  to  the  aid 
of  their  fellow-ciiizens  of  Hudson.  The  flames 
were  distinctly  seen  many  miles  up  and  down  the 
river.  We  were  at  Kingston  at  7 P.  M.,  where  the 
illumina  ion  was  alarmingly  sublime.  In  all,  sixty 
buildings  W'ere  consumed,  and  the  loss  is  estimated 
at  two  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Saratoga  springs.  The  Saiatoga  Sentinel  gives 
a table  of  the  arrivals  and  departures  by  rail-road 
and  stage  for  the  week  ending  the  5th  inst.  The 
arrivals  were  1,343  by  railroad  and  284  by  stage — 
total  J,C27.  The  departures  by  railroad  1,354,  by 
stage  3,40 — total,  1674.  The  Sentinel  adds: 

“Of  the  arrivals  by  private  conveyance,  we  have 
no  accurate  knowledge;  but  they  are  estimated  by 
well  informed  persons  at  not  less  than  300 — so  that 
the  total  number  could  not  have  been  less  than  1900. 
The  departures,  it  will  be  perceived,  correspond 
very  nearly  with  the  arrivals;  had  it  been  other- 
wise, the  public  establishments,  w ith  all  their  facili- 
ties, could  not  have  furnished  the  requisite  accom- 
modations. The  whole  number  of  strangers  now 
in  the  village  is  estimated  at  more  than  3,000,  and 
this  number  will  probably  not  be  materially  dimin- 
ished during  the  warm  weather;  for  the  departure  of 
one  throng  only  makes  room  for  the  entrance  of 
another,  and  an  almost  entire  change  of  population 
is  effected  during  a week.  A visitant,  indeed,  who 
has  been  here  a fortnight,  is  considered  an  old  in- 
habitant, and  entitled  to  all  the  rights  and  immuni- 
ties of  citizenship.” 

Tribute  of  respeetto  Dr.  Abbott.  It  is  well  known 
that  Dr.  Abbott  has  been  principal  or  preceptor  of 
Phillips  Academy,  in  Exeter,  for  a great  length  of 
time — we  believe,  quite  half  a century.  He  is  still, 
we  understand,  in  pretty  good  health,  and  vve  learn 
that  several  of  the  alumni  of  the  college  propose  to 
present  him  with  a picture  of  himself,  and  also  with 
some  other  article,  as  a memorial  of  their  respect. 
The  meeting,  it  is  understood,  will  take  place  at 
Exeter,  on  the  23d  instant,  at  which  Daniel  Web- 
ster will  preside.  Among  the  eminent  scholars  of 
New  England,  there  is  a large  number  who  in  early 
life  were  under  tire  care  of  Dr.  Abbott.  No  doubt 
this  occasion  w ill  call  together  an  assembly,  among 
w’hich  will  be  not  a few  distinguished  men. 

[ Boston  Allas. 

Encouragement  of  agriculture.  The  legislature 
of  Maine  by  a law  of  the  last  session  have  exempt- 
ed from  attachment,  the  plough,  cart,  and  harrow  of 
the  farmer,  and  the  necessary  tools  used  by  hand  in 
agriculture. 

A bounty  has  been  offered  for  the  production  of 
corn;  for  the  first  thirty  bushels  raised,  seven  cents 
per  bushel— for  the  quantity  between  thirty  and 
sixty  bushels,  three  cents — for  the  bushels  of  grain 
exceeding  sixty,  two  cents  each. 

A similar  bounty  is  bestowed  for  the  cultivation 
of  wheat — ten  cents  the  bushel  fortw'enty  bushels — 
for  the  quantity  between  twenty  and  two  hundred 
bushels,  six  cents  each — and  for  each  bushel  over 
tw  o hundred,  three  cents. 

East  India  snakes.  The  secret  so  much  wondered 
at,  by  which  the  East  Indian  jugglers  safely  handle 
venetnou^  snakes,  is  said  in  the  Oriental  Herald, 
quoting  the  authority  of  lieutenant  Hutton,  to  be 
this.  They  are  drugged  with  opium,  which  ren- 
ders them  quiet  and  harmless.  The  effects  of  the 
drug  will  not  wear  off  for  a fortnight  or  three  weeks. 
This  fact  Iieut.  Hutton  ascertained  by  personal  ex- 
perience; a drugged  snake  which  he  had  purchased 
having,  at  the  lap.se  of  three  weeks,  flown  at  him 
unexpectedly  and  nearly  strangled  him. 

Lynn,  Mass.  We  learn  w ith  great  pleasure  that 
business  in  Lynn  is  rapidly  reviving.  Large  num- 
bers of  purchasers  for  the  staple  of  that  industrious 
town,  we  are  told  have  already  made  their  appear- 
ance, [Salem  Gazette. 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER. 


Fifth  series.  No.  26.— Vol.  IV.]  WASHINGTON  CITY,  AUGUST  25,  1S3S.  [Vol.  LIV.— Whole  No.  1,404 

THE  PAST THE  PRESENT FOR  THE  FUTURE. 

PRINTED  AND  PUBLISHED,  EVERY  SATURDAY,  BY  WILLIAM  OGDEN  NILES,  EDITOR  AND  PROPRIETOR,  AT  $5  PER  ANNUM,  PAYABLE  IN  ADVANCE. 


The  hon.  Wit.  Patterson,  a representative  in  con- 
gress from  Genessee  county,  New  York,  died  at  his 
residence  in  Warsaw  on  the  14th  inst.,  aged  49  years. 
He  had  been  confined  to  his  chamber  for  several  days 
previous  to  the  adjournment  of  congress,  and  was  mine 
indisposed  when  lie  left  this  city,  in  which  he  remained 
several  days  after  the  close  ot  the  session,  in  order  to 
attend  to  business  of  his  constituents.  During  the 
extra  at  d regular  session,  we  enjoyed  frequent  oppor- 
tunities of  becoming  acquainted  uuh  the  character  of 
the  deceased,  and  cheerfully  testify  to  the  excellent  and 
estimable  qualities  awnrded  to  him  by  those  who  knew 
him  intimately  and  well,  and  so  happily  pourtrayed  in 
the  following  notice  of  his  death. 

From  the  ( Genessee ) American  Citizen. 

The  hon.  William  Patterson , representative  in  con- 
gress from  this  county,  died  at  hie  residence  in  War- 
saw, on  the  evening  of  Tuesday,  the  14th  inst.,  aged  49 
years.  His  complaint  was  a fever,  apparently  induced 
by  the  fatigues  attendant  upon  the  close  of  the  last  ses- 
sion of  congress,  and  exposures  while  on  his  return 
home.  He  was  quite  indisposed  when  he  reached 
home,  and  the  symptoms  soon  after  assumed  a serious 
aspect;  still  his  friends  flattered  themselves  that  the  un- 
broken energies  of  a very  vigorous  constitution,  would 
be  sufficient  to  withstand  the  violence  of  the  disease. 
Their  hopes  were  doomed  to  meet  with  a sad  disap- 
pointment, and  their  anxious  care  and  solicitude  were 
alike  unavailing.  William  Patterson  is  no  more!  He 
was  kind  and  affectionate  in  his  domestic  relations;  an 
exemplary  Christian — a constant  friend;  the  benefacti 
and  advocate  of  the  poor  and  oppressed;  fearless,  faith- 
ful and  untiring  in  the  discharge  of  his  public  duties- — 
and  in  the  fullest  and  broadest  sense  an  upright  and 
honest  man. 

Important  from  the  frontier.  From  the  St.  Louis 
(Mo.)  Republican  oj  the  lAth  inst.  We  are  informed 
that  an  important  despatch  has  been  forwarded  by 
major  Mason  of  Fort  Gibson,  to  genera!  Gaines,  the 
commander  of  this  division.  The  substance  of  this 
communication  is,  that  the  Chcrokees  have  built  a 
council  house,  which  is  said  to  be  considerably  larger 
than  any  heretofore  erected  by  any  tribe  of  Indians. 
They  have  sent  messengers,  with  the  black  and  red 
wampum,  mall  the  tribes  from  the  Red  river  to  the 
Sacs  and  Foxes  on  the  Mississippi — omitting  only  the 
Kansas  and  Osages — inviting  them  to  meet  in  council 
at  the  Cherokee  council  house  in  September  next.  The 
movement  is  believed  to  be  but  an  incipient  step  to  fur- 
ther difficulties,  and  made  with  a view  of  enlisting  and 
uniting  all  the  tribes  along  the  frontier  in  such  measures 
as  may  be  adopted.  They  have  proceeded  with  great 
caution  and  secresy  in  the  measure,  and  have  endeavor- 
ed to  keep  all  their  proceedings  from  the  knowledge  of 
their  agents  and  of  the  officers  of  the  posts.  The  time 
proposed  for  holding  the  council  is  sufficiently  late  to 
admit  of  the  emigrating  C herokees  reaching  their  coun- 
try. All  the  information  elicited  goes  to  confirm  the 
opinion  expressed  some  time  ago,  by  general  Arbuckle, 
of  the  hostile  intentions  of  several  of  the  tribes,  though 
it  is  not  believed  that  any  movement  is  intended  by 
them  until  the  opening  of  spnng. 

General  Gaines,  we  are  told,  ha*  forwarded  the  des- 
patch of  major  Mason  to  the  proper  department,  with 
v.  request  that  he  be  permitted  to  attend  the  council 
with  an  armed  force.  This  would  probably  be  the 
most  effectual  means  to  awe  them  into  a compliance 
with  their  duty,  and  would  effectually  prevent  the  for- 
mation of  any  plans  for  a general  and  united  rising.  It 
is  greatly  to  be  desired  that  his  request  should  be 
granted. 

The  above  rumor  is  confirmed  by  the  following  which 
we  find  in  the  Nashville  Banner  of  the  18th  inst. 

\\  c learn  from  an  authentic  source,  that  the  Chero- 
kees  west  of  the  Mississippi,  have  invited  all  the  braves 
of  all  the  principal  tribes,  except  the  Osages  and  Kan- 
sas, residing  near  our  western  frontier,  north  of  the 
Red  river,  to  meet  them  in  council  in  the  Cherokee 
country,  on  the  Illinois  river,  about  ten  or  fifteen  miles 
above  the  mouth  of  the  Barren  Fork,  on  or  about  the 
14th  September  next.  The  object  of  the  council,  in 
excluding  the  Osages  and  Kansas,  was  not  know-n. 
A runner  was  sent  by  the  Cherokees  with  the  wampum 
and  talk,  to  the  Senecas,  and  other  small  tribes  in  that 
vicinity;  from  thence  it  was  carried  to  the  Shawnees, 
Delawares,  and  Kickapoos,  near  Fort  Leavenworth. 
A Kiekapoo  runner  then  started  with  the  wampum, 
nvo  strings,  the  one  black,  the  other  white,  to  the  Sacs, 
lowas,  &c.  The  belief  is  expressed,  that  the  object 
•was  to  make  a simultaneous  attack  on  the  settlements 
of  Arkansas  and  Missouri.  Should  the  fears  of  the 
editor  of  the  Banner  be  realized,  scenes  of  blood,  un- 
paralleled in  the  history  of  the  states,  would  ensue. 
There  are  now  congregated  on  our  western  frontier,  in 
the  neighborhood  of  one  hundred  thousand  Indian 
warriors,  who  need  but  little  to  fan  them  into  excite- 
menV  l.  that  they  have  been  cheated  and  out- 

raged by  the  people  of  the  United  States,  and  no'hing 
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would  be  more  acceptable  to  them  than  an  opportunity 
to  enjoy  a revenge- — the  greatest  delight  a red  man 
knows.  We  know  not  what  measures  the  government 
has  taken  to  meet  this  anticipated  avalanche,  but  the 
most  prompt  and  efficient  should  be  immediately  re- 
sorted to. 

Montevideo.  Defeat  of  the  nalionul  army.  The 
brig  Carroll,  at  Philadelphia,  brings  the  following  leiter 
from  an  authentic  source  at  Montevideo.  It  will  be 
seen  that  the  national  army  has  been  almost  entirely 
destroyed,  and  that  the  government  was  making  exten- 
sive preparations  for  the  defence  of  the  city. 

“ Montevideo , June  23,  1838. 

“It  is  now  a matter  of  certainty  that  the  national 
army  has  been  almost  destroyed,  and  Frutus,  1 think, 
will  show  himself  in  all  next  week.  Government  is 
making  every  effort  for  a last  struggle,  which  will  pro- 
bably be  in  or  near  the  city.  Men  and  boys  are  being 
impressed,  the  streets  closed  up  by  brick  walls,  and 
every  other  demonstration  of  an  expected  attack. — 
General  Curando  Gomez,  the  third  in  command  of  the 
national  army,  reached  town  night  before  last,  accom- 
panied by  a small  escort.  It  is  said  about  six  hundred 
men  escaped,  in  small  parties,  and  are  now  seeking 
their  homes.  As  near  as  I can  learn,  the  government 
general  w as  outwitted  and  led  into  an  ambuscade. — 
'The  battle  was  fought  on  the  other  side  of  the  Rio  Ne- 
gro, the  strong  hold  of  Don  Frutus.  The  forces  on 
either  side  may  have  been  twenty-live  hundred  men — 
perhaps  the  national  army  two  thousand  men.  The 
general  officers,  in  a council  tw  o days  before  the  com- 
bat, determined  that  Don  Frutus  should  not  expose  him- 
self by  entering  the  field.  The  command  w as  conse- 
quently given  to  general  Lavalle,  a Buenos  Ayrean. — 
At  4,  P.  M.,  they  met,  Lavalle  opposing  cr  showing  a 
Iror.t  of  twelve  hundred  men,  while  on  either  flank  ne 
had  six  hundred  in  ambush.  Gen.  Oribe,  supposing 
he  had  the  whole  army  before  him,  made  rapid,  and, 
as  appeared  to  him,  successful  charges,  they  fighting 
and  retreating  slow  ly  and  in  good  order,  till  the  national 
army,  confident  of  victory,  had  passed  the  ambuscade, 
when  they  wheeled  in  upon  both  flanks  in  the  rear, 
while  the  main  body  stood  their  ground.  Thus  placed 
between  two  fires,  the  national  army  was  cut  to  pieces. 
There  is  no  prospect  of  the  blockade  coming  off  at 
Buenos  Ayres.’’ 

Brazil.  A letter  dated  24th  May,  at  Port  Alegre. 
Rio  Grande,  says:  “On  the  30ih  ultimo  the  “Grande 
Divisao  da  Dirieta,”  amounting  to  1,800  men  under 
gen.  Barretto,  Cunha  and  Calderon,  at  Rio  Pardo,  was 
entirely  routed  by  the  republican  generals  Bento,  Ma- 
noel,  and  Netto.  Such  was  the  defeat,  though  shame- 
ful to  relate,  that  only  thirty  men,  among  whom  weie 
the  three  generals,  escaped.  The  loss  to  the  emperor, 
besides  the  force,  may  be  estimated  at  five  hundred  and 
fifty  contas  (about  half  a million  of  dollars,)  their  field 
pieces,  and  fifteen  hundred  stand  of  arms,  their  i niuiu- 
nition,  and  about  sixty  or  eighty  contas  of  reis,  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  republicans.” 

“This  defeat  has  thrown  every  thing  back,  and  now 
the  imperial  government  can  have  no  prospect  of  ever 
regaining  this  province,  all  the  men  they  can  send  down 
from  Rio  de  Janeiro  only  serve  to  feed  the  cause  of  the 
“republieanos.”  The  latter  must  gain  the  day,  they  are 
now  full  of  spirits,  can  muster  5,000  men,  lots  of  am- 
munition, arms,  clothing,  and  even  cash,  to  say  nothing 
of  first  rate  officers,  and  the  best  generals,  whereas  the 
“Gallegos’’  have  not  got  a man  fit  to  take  command  of 
them.  Barretto  w ill  go  to  Rio  Janeiro  for  trial,  as  well 
as  Cunha.’’ 

Venezuela.  The  Caracas  Liberal  of  the  14th  July 
makes  a flattering  representation  of  the  finances  of  the 
republic.  It  is  stated  that  of  the  $6, 000, 000  of  the  in- 
ternal debt,  apportioned  to  Venezuela  on  the  partition 
of  Colombia  into  three  states  or  republics,  $4,000,000 
have  already  been  paid.  The  system  of  amortization 
of  the  debt,  which  was  adopted  by  the  congress,  has 
produced  the  happiest  effects;  and  various  measures  of 
economy  have  been  introduced  with  great  success,  the 
consequences  of  which  has  been,  that  since  January 
the  government  has  been  relieved  from  the  necessity  of 
borrowing,  and  has  been  enabled  to  make  provision  for 
the  punctual  payment  of  interest  on  the  debt  in  Eng- 
land. 

From  Florida.  St.  Augustine,  Aug.  4.  Col. 
Harney  has  gone  on  an  expedition  to  scour  the 
Withlacoochee.  He  has  with  him  a force  of  220 
men.  Capt.  Mikler  left  Palatka  two  days  since, 
to  join  col.  H.  at  Micanopy.  Col.  Harney  has  100 
men  armed  with  Colt’s  rifles,  and  disguised  as  In- 
dians. 

The  tracks  of  three  Indians  were  seen  on  Mon- 
day last,  a short  distance  south  of  Buena  Vista. 


Revolt  at  Havanna.  The  New  Orleans  Bee 
furnishi-s  the  following  information  on  the  subject 
of  the  late  disturbances,  which  have  recently  ta- 
ken place  in  the  chief  city  of  Cuba; 

It  seems  that  the  intestine  commotions  which  for 
so  many  year3  have  been  afflicting  the  mother 
country,  have  extended  to  its  dependencies.  The 
Island  of  Cuba,  while  under  the  inflexible  adminis- 
tration of  Tacon,  was  maintained  in  strict  adhe- 
sion and  fidelity  to  the  queen.  The  intrigues  of 
Don  Carlos  at  length  reached  Havana,  and  his  sub- 
sidized agents  succeeded  in  corrupting  the  fidelity 
of  several  regiments  quartered  in  the  Moro  Castle. 
As  frequently  happens,  the  plot  was  betrayed  by 
one  of  the  conspirators,  and  the  new  governor,  Es- 
peleta,  who  follows  in  the  footsteps  of  his  prede- 
cessor, immediately  took  the  most  energetic  mea- 
sures for  its  suppression.  The  doors  of  the  bar- 
racks were  closed,  and  the  residence  of  the  troops 
was  at  once  converted  into  their  prison.  We 
learn  that  eighty  of  the  most  insubordinate  were 
executed  on  the  spot,  and  an  equal  number  await 
the  decision  of  the  governor.  As  a sharp  firing 
was  heard  from  the  castle,  it  is  presumed  that  the 
executive  did  not  accomplish  his  duty  without  de- 
termined resistance.  It  was  doubtless  the  struggle 
of  deperate  men,  who  were  aware,  that  if  subdued, 
their  decree  would  be  irreversible. 

At  the  last  accounts,  Havanna  was  quite  tranquil, 
and  business  had  resumed  its  usual  course. 

Elections.  Norik  Carolina.  We  gather  the 
following  from  the  Raleigh  Register  of  the  20th 
instant: 

There  are  65  counties  in  this  state,  which  send 
170  members,  returns  from  all  which  have  been  re- 
ceived, except  Macon,  Haywood  and  Yancy,  and 
give  the  following  results:  Whigs  92,  Administra- 
tion 75 — Whig  loss  13,  Whig  gain  21.  The  coun- 
ties to  be  heard  from  were  represented  in  the  last 
legislature  by  friends  of  the  administration.  Should 
this  again  be  the  case,  then  the  w higs  will  have,  on 
joint  ballot,  a clear  majority  of  14 — 8 in  the  senate, 
and  6 in  the  house,  if  there  be  any  gain  in  either 
county,  it  will  increase  the  majority  by  so  much. 

It  is  right  to  state,  that  though  the  Buncombe 
senator  is  claimed  for  the  whigs,  some  doubt  exists 
as  to  his  election,  Macon  and  Haywood  forming 
part  of  the  senatorial  district,  which  counties  re- 
main to  be  heard  from. 

The  vote  for  governor,  at  the  last  accounts,  was 
a9  follows:  Dudley  (Whig)  29,170;  Branch  (Ad.) 
16,345.  At  the  last  flection,  Dudley’s  majority 
ov-r  Spaight  was  1,769. 

In  Kentucky,  the  result  will  not  much  vary  from 
that  of  last  year. 

Alabama.  A slip  from  the  office  of  the  Mobile 
Mercantile  Advertiser  of  the  16th  inst.  gives  the 
result  of  the  stale  election  in  22  counties,  which 
have  returned  27  whigs  and  Z6  Van  Buren  men. — 
In  the  congressional  district  made  vacant  by  the 
death  of  Mr.  Lawler,  Mr.  Crabb,  the  whig  candi- 
date, was  upwards  of  700  ahead,  all  the  counties 
heaid  from  but  one.  and  is  no  doubt  elected. 

Indiana.  The  Indiana  Journal  of  the  18th  con- 
tains returns  from  nearly  all  the  counties  in  the 
state,  and  says:  The  counties  to  be  heard  from, 
have  probably  elected  three  Whigs  and  six  Van 
Buren  rnen  to  (he  house,  and  one  Whig  to  the  se- 
nate. If  they  have,  parties  will  stand  in  the  next  le- 


gislature: 

Whig. 

V.B. 

Con. 

Unknown. 

Senate, 

30 

17 

0 

0 

House, 

58 

37 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

88 

54 

3 

1 

Whig  majority  over  all  other  parties  30. 

From  Illinois,  the  returns  indicate  the  election  of 
Messrs.  Douglass,  Reynolds  and  Casey  to  congress, 
arid  Messrs.  Carlin  ai  d Anderson  to  t he  offices  of 
governor  and  lieutenant  governor.  They  are  all 
friends  of  the  administration,  except  Mr.  Casey, 
who  is  ranked  among  the  conservatives.  We  have 
nothing  certain  in  relation  to  the  political  charac- 
ter ol  the  legislature. 

In  Misiourl,  Messrs,  Harrison  and  Miller  have 
been  elected  to  congress  by  handsome  majorities. 
A majority  of  the  friends  of  the  administration  have 
also  been  elected  members  of  the  house  pf  represen- 
tatives. 
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Banks,  Currency,  &c.  We  learn  from  the 
“ Globe ” that  directions  have  been  given  by  the 
treasury  department  to  the  director  of  the  mint  at 
Philadelphia,  to  have  dies  prepared  for  coining  ea- 
gles, the  value  of  which  is  ten  dollars,  and  that  they 
will  be  struck  with  all  convenient  despatch.  The 
coinage  of  the  eagle  ceased  in  1804,  because  the 
erroneous  standard  of  our  gold  caused  it  to  be  ex- 
ported almost  as  fast  as  struck.  The  exhibits  of 
the  mint  show  upwards  of  $1,300,000  of  this  coin 
to  have  been  struck. 

Governor  Pennington,  of  New  Jersey,  has  issued 
his  proclamation,  in  pursuance  of  an  act  passed  at 
the  late  session  of  the  legislature,  requiring  all  the 
banks  in  that  state  to  resume  payment  of  their 
debts  in  specie  on  or  before  the  30th  inst. 

The  Charleston  Courier  slip  of  the  14th  instant, 
contains  an  official  notice  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
banks  of  that  city,  which  resulted  in  the  adoption 
of  a resolution  to  resume  specie  payments  on  the 
1st  September. 

Resumption  in  Mississippi.  It  is  stated  in  the  New 
York  Journal  of  Commerce  that  the  Vicksburg 
bank  has  arranged  for  a loan  of  $1,200,000,  and  the 
Planters’  bank  of  Miss,  for  a loan  of  $1,500,000, 
and  that  the  Mississippi  state  stock  of  five  millions, 
issued  for  the  establishment  of  the  Union  bank,  has 
been  so  far  negotiated  as  that  the  parties  are  author- 
ised to  draw  immediately  for  two  millions.  These 
negociations,  amounting  to  about  five  millions  in 
all,  have  been  made  at  Philadelphia,  chiefly,  if  not 
wholly,  under  the  patronage  of  the  U.  S.  bank 
there,  and  will  enable  those  institutions  to  resume 
specie  payments  forthwith. 

Resumption  in  Alabama.  The  Bank  of  Mobile 
has  invited  a convention  of  delegates  from  all  the 
banks  in  Alabama,  to  be  convened  at  Blount 
Springs,  on  the  17th  of  September,  for  the  purpose 
of  proposing  and  taking  measures  for  a simultane- 
ous and  early  resumption  of  specie  payments. 

The  Milledgeville  Journal  of  the  14tii  inst.  states 
that  major  Craufurd , president  of  the  boar  d of  com- 
missioners of  internal  improvement,  has  succeeded 
in  negotiating  in  New  York  a loan  of  half  a million 
of  dollars,  to  carry  on  the  Western  and  Atlantic 
railroad  now  in  progress  by  the  state  of  Georgia, 
from  the  Tennessee  line  to  the  Chattahoochee. 

The  object  of  gen.  MeDuffi-’s  contemplated  visit 
to  Europe  is  the  negotiation  of  the  South  Carolina 
stale  loan  for  the  relief  of  Charleston,  granted  in 
favor  of  .hat  city  at  the  late  extra  session  of  the 
legislature. 

Bicknell’s  Philadelphia  Reporter  of  Tuesday 
says— “No  little  excitr  ment  has  been  produced  in 
Philadelphia,  within  the  last  wrr-k,  by  theextraor 
dinary  course  of  some  of  the  New  York  brokers. 
These  gentlemen  have,  in  some  instances,  forward- 
ed Philadelphia  bank  notes  to  this  city,  and,  in  or- 
der to  avoid  paying  a fair  rate  for  exchange  on  New 
York,  have  demanded  the  specie  from  the  Phiiadel 
phia  banks,  and  had  it  taken  to  the  commercial  em- 
porium. Much  indignation  has  been  produced  by 
this  conduct.  It  is  unfair,  as  well  towards  the 
Philadelphia  brokers  as  the  Philadelphia  banks,  and 
has  naturally  excited  censure.” 

Revival  of  business.  We  understand  that  the 
western  merchants  are  giving  great  activity  to  trade 
in  this  section  of  the  country.  So  numerous  have 
been  their  orders  for  shoes  in  Lynn  and  the  other 
towns  largely  engaged  in  shoemaking,  that  they 
cannot  be  filled  and  fully  complied  with  under  two 
or  three  months;  it  is  almost  impossible  to  get 
workmen  enough  to  supply  the  demand  even  in 
that  time.  [Boston  Advocate. 

At  St.  Louis,  on  the  13th,  exchange  on  Philadel- 
phia was  at  2 to  2:j  per  cent,  premium.  The  pre- 
sident of  the  State  Bank  had  returned  from  the  east, 
having  effected  a sale  of  $240,000  of  the  state 
bonds,  and  a loan  of  another  sum  of  equal  or  great- 
er amount,  both  of  which  would  enable  the  bank 
to  proceed  on  a tolerably  liberrd  scale  in  giving  dis- 
counts. 

The  friends  of  governor  Ritner,  in  Ph.ladelphia, 
and  in  various  sections  of  Pennsylvania,  celebrated 
the  13th  inst.  as  a day  of  jubilee — that  being  the 
day  on  which  the  banks  resumed  specie  payments 
in  obedience  to  his  proclamation. 

The  Philadelphia  American  Sentinpl  says— “We 
understand  that  the  collector  of  the  port  of  Phila 
delphia  receives  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  U. 
Srates,  Bank  of  the  Northern  Liberties,  and  Farm- 
ers’ and  Mechanics'  bank,  said  institutions  having 
notified  him  that  they  have  resumed  specie  pay- 
ments.” 

Brandon  Bank  of  Miss.  The  Natchez  Cornier 
^ives  a statement  of  the  affairs  of  the  Brandon 
bank,  from  which  it  appears  that  its  liabilities  are 

$7,371,182 


To  meet  which,  it  has  notes  and  bills  of 

planters  of  the  state,  $7,165,408 

Dne  from  other  banks, chiefly 

out  of  the  state,  396,796 

Due  from  their  cotton  and 

cotton  agency,  610,255 

Gold  and  silver,  38,292 

Premium  on  these  two  items 

preceding  the  last,  150,000 

$8,360,751 

Leaving  a balance  in  favor  of  the  bank  989,569 

Large  sale.  The  estate  of  the  N.  York  Insu- 
rance company,  No.  34  Wall  street,  has  been  sold  to 
George  Griswold,  esq.  for  the  sum  of  $180,000.  To 
refresh  the  recollection  of  distant  readers,  it  is  pro- 
per to  say  that  the  estate  adjoins  the  Bank  of  New 
York,  which  is  on  the  N.  E.  corner  ot  Wall  and 
William  streets.  It  is  48  feet  on  Wall  st.,  and  117 
feet  deep,  and  fronts  of  course  on  the  new  Mer- 
chants’ Exchange:  the  buildings  of  no  value.  It  is 
the  largest  fronting  on  the  Exchange,  w hich  is  to  be 
found  in  a single  ownership,  and  probably  as  desira- 
ble an  estate  as  is  to  be  found  in  the  city,  and  we 
might  just  as  well  say — in  the  world.  It  was  pur- 
chased by  the  company  who  have  just  sold  it,  about 
the  year  1800  for  $17,000,  including  how'ever  20 
feet  more  of  depth,  which  was  sold  some  years  ago 
to  lengthen  the  lots  on  Pine  street,  for  $20,000, 
making  the  total  amount  of  sales  $200,000.  It  was 
not  without  great  hesitancy  on  the  part  of  the  pru- 
dent directors  of  that  day,  nor  until  one  of  them  more 
daring  than  the  rest  declared  that  he  would  buy  it  if 
the  comparny  did  not,  that  they  ventured  the 
$17,000.  That  was  before  the  destiny  of  Wall  street 
was  understood.  Thepurchase  is  understood,  and 
we  believe  avowed,  to  be  in  connexion  with  Mr.  A I- 
sop  of  Philadelphia  and  for  the  “Bank  of  the  U. 
States  inNew  York.”  The  capital  of  this  institution, 
it  will  be  recollected,  is  $200,000,  which,  with  the 
new  building  to  be  erected  on  the  lot,  will  be  pret- 
ty well  used  up.  All  the  circumstances  have  con- 
firmed the  opinion  which . we  expressed  some  days 
ago,  but  took  back  again  for  want  of  a positiveness 
of  evidence,  that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  is 
the  chief  party  in  this  movement,  and  that  it  is  in- 
tended to  be  in  fact,  what  its  name  describes,  “The 
Bank  of  the  United  States  (of  Penn.)  in  New 
York.”  The  purchase,  at  any  rate,  now  made,  is 
considered  a good  one,  and  is  made  by  gentlemen 
who  know  very  well  what  they  are  about. 

[AT.  Y.  Jour.  Com. 

Buenos  Ayres.  Recent  advices  state  that 
things  were  assuming  a serious  aspect  since  the 
approval  of  the  eomse  of  gov.  Rosas,  by  the  legis- 
lature. The  port  was  being  fortified,  and  govern 
ment  had  already  purchased  several  vessels  to  he 
armed  as  men  of  war,  under  the  command  o(  admi- 
ral Brown,  who  had  again  been  called  into  active 
service. 

The  operations  of  the  flotilla  would  at  first  be 
confined  to  the  protection  of  coasting  vessels, 
against  the  launches  of  the  blockading  squadron. 
This  will  inevitably  bring  on  a conflict  which  will 
be  the  precursor  of  a war  with  powder  and  ball  in- 
stead of  protocols. 

Atlantic  steam  navigation.  At  a meeting 
of  the  citizens,  held  in  the  room  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  Merchants’  Exchange,  Philadelphia,  Au- 
gust 23,  1838,  to  take  such  measures  as  may  for- 
ward the  plan  fora  communication  bv  steam  pack- 
ets between  that  city  and  Europe,  Nicholas  Bid- 
dle was  called  to  the  chair,  and  Frederick  Fraley 
appointed  secretary, 

Mr.  Fraley  stated  to  the  meeting  the  purpose  for 
which  they  had  met,  and  the  motives  which  were 
ottered  for  action,  and  presented  the  following  reso- 
lutions, which  were  unanimously  adopted: 

Resolved.  That  the  success  which  has  attended 
the  recent  effort  to  establish  a communication  bv 
steam  vessels  between  the  city  of  New  York  and 
the  commercial  cities  of  England,  has  given  a new 
aspect  to  the  intercouise  which  will  hereafter  take 
place  between  the  United  States  and  Europe,  and 
demands  from  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia  cordial 
and  united  exertions  to  secure  for  our  own  metro- 
polis not  only  a participation  in  the  advantages  of 
that  intercourse,  but  the  means  also  of  availing  our- 
selves of  the  commanding  and  central  position  we 
occupy  in  relation  to  the  vast  territory  which  forms 
the  interior  state  of  the  American  union,  now  con- 
nected with  our  port  by  the  magnificent  system  of 
internal  improvement  of  our  own  commonwealth 
and  those  of  other  states,  for  the  enlargement  of 
our  commerce  and  the  full  developement  of  our  re- 
sources. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  eminently  our  duty  as  Penn- 
sylvanians, cherishing  (he  recollection  that  our  no- 
ble commonwealth  claims  the  great  inventors  of 


steam  navigation,  Rumsey,  Fitch  and  Fulton  as  her 
sons,  to  seize  upon  the  great  mechanical  agent 
which  their  genius  brought  into  the  service  of 
mankind,  and  by  its  potent  aid  restore  our  city  to 
the  first  rank  among  her  commercial  sisters,  give 
active  and  profitable  employment  at  heme  to  our 
capital,  now  contributing  to  the  prosperity  of 
neighboring  cities,  and  bring  back  to  the  shores  of 
the  Delaware,  the  forests  of  masts,  which  in  for- 
mer days  cheered  Ihe  hearts  of  our  lathers,  and 
laid  the  broad  foundation  of  our  wealth  and  power. 

Resolved,  That  we  have  learned  w ith  lively  satis- 
faction, the  willingness  of  our  brethren  of  Great 
Britain  to  co-operate  with  ns  in  the  prosecution  of 
this  great  enterprize  by  a liberal  subscription  for 
the  construction  ol  one  or  more  steam  vessels  to 
ply  between  London,  Liverpool,  and  Philadelphia; 
and  that  in  order  to  combine  the  capital  ot  citizens 
of  both  countries  for  the  attainment  of  that  object, 
and  place  its  success  upon  a basis  commanding  uni- 
versal confidence,  a commiltee  of  ten  be  appointed 
to  report  a plan  of  association,  and  such  oilier  mat- 
ters as  may  appear  to  them  advisable  at  an  adjourn- 
ed meeting  to  be  held  in  the  Philadelphia  Exchange 
at  the  call  of  said  committee. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  chairman  have 
power  to  appoint  the  committee  alter  adjournment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Trevor, 

Resolved,  That  the  chairman  and  secretary  be  ad- 
ded to  the  committee. 

N.  Biddle,  Chairman. 

Captain  Davidson’s  case.  We  copy  the  fol- 
ing  letter  from  the  Quebec  Mercury.  Our  readers 
will  doubtless  remember  the  case  to  which  it  relers 
— the  arrest  of  capt.  Davidson,  at  Fort  Covington, 
in  this  state,  upon  a writ  sued  out  by  a Mr.  Pad- 
dock,  a custom-house  officer,  in  an  action  for  false 
imprisonment,  to  recover  damages  lor  the  arrest  and 
detention  of  Mr.  Paddock,  last  winter,  whilst  in 
Lower  Canada  on  business,  under  suspicion  of  be- 
ing a spy  for  the  insurgents.  Lord  Duiham,  it  will 
be  seen,  undertakes  to  indemnify  Capt.  Davidson  if 
the  suit  goes  against  him:  and  this  is  right  enough, 
if  the  captain  was  acting  under  ordeis  when  he  ar- 
rested Mr.  Paddock.  [A7.  Y.  Com.  Adv. 

Castle  of  St.  Lewis,  Aug.  14,  1838. 

My  Lord:  In  obedience  to  your  excellency’s  di- 
rections, l have  inquired  into  the  .circumstances at- 
tending the  arrest  of  Mr.  Davidson,  at  Fori  Coving- 
ton, as  stated  by  his  brother,  who  came  here  to  de- 
mand the  interference  of  the  British  government  in 
his  behalf. 

It  appears  to  me,  as  I have  explained  to  Mr.  Da- 
vidson, that  this  is  a matter  in  which  the  govern- 
ment cannot  at  present  communicate  officially  with 
that  of  the  United  States.  The  latter  government 
has  not  yet  interfered.  An  American  citizen,  in 
his  private  capacity,  has  instituted  proceedings  to 
which  his  government  or  its  magistrates  are  no 
parties.  He  has  sued  out  a writ,  and  commenced 
an  action,  on  most  unjustifiable  grounds.  But  in 
the  United  States  as  in  Great  Britain,  the  govern- 
ment and  its  magistrates  have  no  discretion  in  such 
matters.  Writs  in  civil  suits  are  issued  as  matters 
of  course;  nor  can  the  government  in  either  country 
interfere  to  stop  any  proceedings  which  an  indivi- 
dual may  think  proper  to  institute  thereon.  The 
British  government  has  no  reason  to  presume  that 
Mr.  Davidson  will  not  receive  the  utmost  rediess 
that  its  own  laws  otter  in  similar  cases;  that  the 
courts  in  the  state  of  New  York  will  not  acknow- 
ledge Mr.  Davidson’s  plea,  that  he  acted  under  the 
authority  of  the  government  of  Canada,  and  amerce 
his  vexatious  prosecution  in  costs,  or  entertain  a 
counter-action  against  him.  When  the  courts  of 
law  in  the  United  States  decide  that  the  authority 
of  the  British  government  is  insufficient  lo  maintain 
the  acts  of  its  officers  in  its  own  territories,  it  will 
then  be  time  for  it  to  interfere. 

In  the  mean  time  Mr.  Davidson  must,  as  I have 
advised  him,  give  bail  to  the  action;  a step  which, 
instead  of  amounting,  as  he  seems  to  imagine,  to  a 
confession  of  the  justice  of  the  proceeding,  shows 
that  he  means  to  dispute  it.  It  is  not,  however, 
just  or  politic  that  the  British  government  should 
alio  & its  subjects  to  be  harrassed  by  the  expense  of 
vexations  persecutions  for  acti  done  under  its  au- 
thority. I have,  therefore,  informed  Mr.  Davidson 
that,  should  it  appear  on  the  trial  that  these  pro- 
ceedings are  instituted  on  the  ground  of  acts  le- 
gally done  by  him  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty  as  a 
British  officer  or  subject,  the  government  will  indem- 
nify him  tor  any  expenses  incurred  by  him  in  this 
behalf.  I have  given  directions  to  adopt  any  mea- 
sures lhat  may  be  calculated  to  aid  Mr.  Davidson  in 
procuring  the  most  full  and  efficient  defence. 

The  circumstance  is  no  doubt  calculated  locreate 
much  excitement  on  the  frontier.  A singular  per- 
version of  the  civil  law  of  neighboring  states  seems 
to  have  been  attempted  for  the  purpose  of  harassing 
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and  terrifying  those  who  most  efficiently  do  their 
duty  to  her  majesty.  But  I should  hope  that  the 
feeling  must  have  been  calmed  by  the  perception  of 
the  fact,  that  nothing  has  yet  occurred  to  preclude 
all  those  thus  aggrieved  or  menaced  from  trusting 
to  the  usual,  but  effectual,  relief  from  the  ordinary 
course  of  justice  in  the  state  of  New  York. 

I have  the  honor  to  be  your  excellency’s  most 
obedient  servant,  Charles  Buller, 

Chief  secretary. 

Duties  on  manufactures  of  silk.  It  is 
stated  in  the  New  York  Star  that  in  February  last 
the  then  comptroller  of  the  treasury,  gov.  Wolf, 
issued  a circular,  by  which  a duty  of  12  1-2  per 
cent,  was  to  be  charged  on  all  silk  laces,  and  25 
per  cent,  on  silk  hosiery  and  silk  gloves,  which  since 
the  passage  of  the  act  of  the  2d  of  March,  1S33, 
had  been  entered  as  free.  Remonstrances  were 
forwarded  to  the  comptroller  against  the  said  du- 
ties, when  the  following  letter  was  received: 
treasury  department. 

First  comptroller’s  office,  JJpril  4th,  1838. 

Gentlemen:  Your  favor  of  the  5th  ultimo  was 
duly  received,  in  reference  to  the  duty  properly 
chargeable  on  sillc  gloves,  hosiery,  and  laces. 

Being  of  opinion  that  the  compromise  act  of  the 
2d  of  March,  1833,  has  released  from  duty  all 
manufactures  of  silk,  or  of  which  silk  is  the  compo- 
nent material  of  chief  value,  coming  Irorn  this  side 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  except  sewing  silk,  until 
the  3<lth  of  June,  1842,  I have  authorized  the  col- 
lector at  New  York  to  revise  the  entries  of  such  of 
the  articles  mentioned,  in  a way  that  I have  no 
doubt  will  be  pertectly  sa.isfactory  to  every  one 
interested. 

For  more  particular  information,  I refer  you  to 
him.  I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obd’t  serv’t, 

J.  N.  Barker,  comptroller. 

The  Star  adds — “This  morning  a “Circular”  was 
received  in  which  said  duties  were  “revived”  and 
further,  a duty  of  25  per  cent,  ordered  on  all  sillc 
ribbons,  and  on  all  goods  composed  of  silk  and  cotton, 
which,  as  it  will  be  perceived  by  the  comptroller’s 
letter,  he  expressly  designates  as  free.” 

The  exploring  squadron  sailed  from  Hamp- 
ton Roads  on  the  afternoon  of  Saturday  last.  A 
list  of  the  officers  attached  to  die  expedition  shall 
have  a place  in  the  next  “Register.” 

The  Norfolk  Beacon  of  Tuesday  says — We  learn 
from  the  intelligent  pilot  who  conducted  the  squa- 
dron to  sea,  that  he  left  the  Vincennes  at  9 o’clock 
on  Sunday  morning,  twenty-five  miles  east  of  Cape 
Henry,  with  a fine  breeze  from  the  north.  The  of- 
ficers and  crews  were  in  excellent  spirits,  and  all 
were  rejoiced  that  Ihey  were  fairly  embarked  on 
their  interesting  mission.  The  pilot  describes  the 
sight  of  the  vessels  of  the  squadron  about  the  flag 
ship,  all  under  full  sail,  as  highly  pleasing.  He 
declared  that  he  never  saw  men  more  bent  on  ac- 
complishing all  within  their  power  for  the  honor 
and  glory  of  the  navy  and  of  the  country — all  were 
full  of  life  and  zeal. 

As  there  was  a rumor  afloat  respecting  some 
show  of  mutiny  on  board  the  Peacock,  it  may  be 
well  to  state  that  there  was  no  foundation  for  such 
a statement,  and  that  a single  sailor  only  used  im- 
proper language,  for  which  he  was  duiy  tried  by 
court  martial  and  punished. 

Success  and  favoring  gales  attend  the  squadron. 
The  officers  have  much  to  contend  with,  apart 
from  the  novelty  of  their  enterprize,  and  its  uncer- 
tain issue;  but  we  trust  that  they  will  all  come 
forth  like  men,  and  by  their  boldness  and  skill, 
whether  successful  or  not,  mingle  their  name3  with 
the  destinies  of  their  service. 

Iowa.  The  lands  in  Iowa,  commonly  called 
Black  Hawk’s  purchase,  will  be  offered  for  sale,  it 
is  expected,  in  about  two  months. 

There  is  a project  for  connecting  the  Wisconsin 
river  with  the  Fox  river,  by  two  canals  at  different 
points.  One  of  them  is  the  Portage  canal,  of  502 
rods  in  length,  seven  feet  deep,  fifty  feet  wide  at 
the  bottom,  and  seventy  at  top.  Contracts  are  mak- 
ing at  Green  bay  for  the  construction  of  this  canal. 
The  other  canal  is  the  Marquette  and  Kentucky 
city  canal,  which  is  more  than  thirty  miles  in  length, 
for  subscription  to  the  stock  of  which  books  are  in 
a few  days  to  be  opened  in  Philadelphia.  The  Fox 
river  Transportation  company  has  completed  its 
arrangements  lor  the  Iransportation  of  emigrants 
and  merchandise  from  Green  bay  to  the  Portage  of 
the  Wisconsin  and  Fox  rivers;  and  the  boats  of  the 
company  started  on  their  first  trip  on  the  2-lth  of 
May,  freighted  with  goods,  &c.  for  the  interior. 

Cotton  trade  of  Natchez,  Miss.  During 
the  season  ofl837  and  1838,  41,787  bales  of  cotton 
were  shipped  from  Natchez,  Miss.,  viz: 


By  Miss.  Shipping  Co.  to  Liverpool,  36,210 
“ “ “ “ “ Boston,  1,583  37,793 


From  Dunbar’s  Press  to  Liverpool,  2,145 

By  sundry  merchants,  Boston,  1,849 


Total  to  Liverpool,  38,355 

“ Boston,  3,432 


41,787 

On  publishing  the  above  statement,  the  Natchez 
Courier  remarks:  Although  the  number  of  bales  is 
small  compared  with  the  shipments  made  during 
the  same  period  from  Now  Orleans,  yet  the  state- 
ment possesses  great  interest  from  the  conclusive 
evidence  which  it  affords,  not  only  of  the  practica- 
bility of  direct  shipments  to  foreign  ports,  but  of 
the  ability  and  disposition  of  our  people  to  adopt  it 
upon  an  extensive  scale.  We  are  informed  that 
more  than  double  the  number  of  bales  would  have 
been  shipped,  had  there  been  facilities  for  com- 
pressing them.  During  the  next  season,  this  diffi- 
culty will  be  obviated  by  the  extensive  arrange- 
ments now  making  by  the  Shipping  Company  and 
Dunbar’s  Steam  Press,  which  will  enable  these  two 
establishments  to  despatch,  in  good  order,  150,000 
bales  at  least.  The  Shipping  Company  will  be 
able  to  store  about  10,000  bales  in  fire-proof  sheds, 
at  one  time,  which  will  be  a great  accommodation 
to  planters  shipping  their  own  crops. 

The  Natchez.  This  noble  vessel  which  does 
so  much  honor  to  the  naval  architects  and  mechan- 
ics  of  Baltimore,  reached  Ihe  city  of  Natchez  on 
the  afternoon  of  the  12th  instant.  It  is  slated  in  the 
Bulletin  that  she  performed  Ihe  trip  from  New  Or- 
leans in  forty -one  hours,  a speed  not  often  surpass- 
ed by  the  swiftest  boats  on  the  river.  Her  arrival 
was  hailed  with  the  most  enthusiastic  demonstra- 
tions of  joy  by  the  citizens  of  Natchez,  and  is  thus 
announced  in  the  columns  of  the  Courier. 

[ Baltimore  American. 

All  hail  to  ihe  ocean  child  of  Mississippi!— Arrival 
of  “ The  Natchez,”  of  Natchez. 

This  magnificent  bulwark  of  Mississippi  enter- 
prize, which  has  excited  the  admiration  of  all  who 
have  seen  her,  and  won  for  “the  coltou  state”  a 
proud  name  in  the  annals  of  commerce,  arrived  at 
ibis  port  early  yesterday  afternoon.  She  first  came 
in  sight  of  “the  home  of  her  fathers”  at  about  half 
past  one  o’clock,  P.  M.,  and  sounded  her  approach 
in  on r ears  by  a copious  salute  of  thunder  from  the 
cannon’s  mouth.  Suddenly  the  bold  front  of  our 
bluff  hills  presented  an  animated  array  of  citizens, 
in  whose  every  eye  the  feeling  of  honest  pride  glis- 
tened as  they  gazed  with  a pleasurable  anxiety  upon 
the  nearing  consummation  of  their  brightest  hope 
of  state  independence. 

Another  boom!  ’Tis  responded  by  “Old  Sara- 
toga,” the  stand-by  of  our  artillery,  and  to,  another! 
Yes,  “The  Mississippi,”  poised  on  the  lower  bluff, 
also  mingles  her  voice  with  the  elements,  to  wel- 
come to  an  anchorage  the  ocean  star  of  her  god-tno 
ther  state.  The  alternate  bursts  of  mutual  congra 
filiation  were  kept  up  by  “The  Natchez,”  “Old 
Saratoga,”  and  “The  Mississippi,”  with  such  soul 
stirring  effect  that  like  the  nod  of  Jupiter  they 
shook  the  surrounding  elements  to  their  centre. 
“The  Natchez,”  as  if  on  fairy  foot, passed  swiftly 
along  before  the  gaze  of  a host  of  spectators  and 
came  to  her  moorings  in  the  Cotton  Press  region,  the 
upper  environs  of  the  city. 

Muskingum  river.  Among  the  objects  of  in- 
ternal improvement  about  to  be  prosecuted  by  the 
state  of  Ohio, — for  be  it  remembered  that  the  states 
which  have  gone  most  liberally  into  the  system  are 
those  which  are  most  anxious  for  its  extension,— 
is  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  Mus- 
kingum river,  by  clearing  out  the  channel  and  by 
the'erection  at  suitable  points  of  locks  and  dams. 
For  some  time  past,  great  and  well  founded  dissa- 
tisfaction existed  throughout  the  Muskingum  val- 
ley, at  the  determination  to  which  the  state  com- 
missioners had  come,  of  having  the  locks  of  such 
limited  dimensions  as  to  be  unsuitable  for  the  pas- 
sage of  steamboats  through  them.  It  is  stated, 
however,  in  the  Zanesville  Republican  of  the  18th 
instant  that  the  commissioners,  “at  their  recent  ses- 
sion in  Columbus,  aftpr  a full  investigation  of  all 
the  facts  connected  with  the  improvement  of  Ihe 
river  Muskingum,  have  rescinded  their  order  for 
reducing  the  size  of  the  locks;  and  upon  the  array 
of  facts  and  arguments  addressed  by  the  indefatiga- 
ble committees  of  Washington,  Morgan,  and  Mus- 
kingum counti"S,  they  agreed  to  increase  the  size 
thereof  from  150  to  175  feet  long,  and  from  34  to 
.36  feet  in  width.  This  will  be  joyful  intelligence 
to  the  people  not  only  along  the  Muskingum  valley, 
but  to  others  who  are  less  directly  interested  in  the 
improvement.”  [Baltimore  American. 


The  Faulkland  Islands.  The  whale  ship 
general  Williams,  of  New  London,  which  lately 
arrived  at  that  port,  was  ordered  off  from  the  coasts 
of  the  Falkland  islands,  by  a notification  iri  the  fol- 
lowing form.  It  will  be  remembered  that  the 
British  government  expelled  the  Argentine  flag 
lrom  these  islands  some  years  since. 

By  command  of  the  governor  of  the  Faulklands 
islands  or  Malvinas. 

Sir:  The  British  government  having  taken  pos- 
session of  the  whole  of  these  islands,  it  is  their  di- 
rections that  all  foreign  vessels  are  not  to  fish  or 
seal  round  or  near  them.  You  are  hereby  warned 
to  leave  the  coast  as  soon  as  possible.  After  the 
1st  day  of  June,  1838,  all  vessels  found  here  or  at 
any  other  port,  will  be  proceeded  against,  being 
considered  as  trespassers. 

I am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W. J. Scott, 

Master  of  H.  B.  M.  ketch  Sparrow,  (pro)  the  go- 
vernor of  the  Malvinas,  7lh  May,  1838. 

Death  of  Daponte.  Signor  Lorenzo  Daponte 
being  a resident  of  this  city,  died  here  on  the  17th 
inst.  at  the  advanced  age  ol  90.  His  celebrated  operas, 
written  for  Mozart,  have  given  him  a name  all  over 
the  world.  The  Sunday  Morning  News  states  that 
he  vi  as  a Venetian  and  native  of  Ceneda,  educated  lor 
the  church, and  afterwards  from  his ii tie  poetic  talents 
and  passion  for  music,  that  he  became  a prominent 
personin  the  court  of  the  emperor,  Joseph  II,  of  Aus- 
tria. Under  his  special  protection,  he  formed  a close 
friendship  with  the  celebrated  Mozart,  which  led  to 
the  production  of  these  admired  operqs,  Giovannia, 
Marriage  of  Figaro.  &c.  in  which  the  poetry  of 
Daponte  is  no  less  eternized  by  its  own  beauties 
than  by  the  divine  music  in  which  it  is  embalmed. 
Alter  the  decease  of  Mozart,  w ho  died  in  his  friend 
Daponte’s  arms,  the  poet  went  to  London,  and  thpre 
for  years  was  intimately  associated  with  the  early 
efforts  to  introduce  a more  perfect  Italian  opera. 
From  thence  signor  Daponte  came  to  Ameiica, 
where  he  has  resided  32  years,  chiefly  in  this  city, 
and  to  his  indefatigable  exertions,  commanding  ta- 
lents, and  prolound  literary  attainments,  are  we 
mainly  indebted  for  the  taste  every  where  diffused 
in  our  country  for  the  music  and  language  of  his 
native  land.  He  has  been  the  Cadmus  to  whom 
we  owe  an  unpayable  debt  for  these  inappreciable 
gifts.  His  memory  will  endure;  for  both  his  nalive 
and  and  adopted  country  have  been  honored  by  his 
disinterested  labors  and  passionate  devotion  to  the 
arts  which  he  cultivated.  As  a Latin  and  Hebrew 
scholar  he  had  perhaps  no  equal  or  superior  here. 

[ AT.  Y.  Express. 

Admiral  La  Bretonniere.  The  Courier  des 
Etats  Unis  copies  from  the  29th  volume  of  Vic- 
tories, 8cc.  of  the  French,  the  following  notice  of 
Admiral  la  Bretonniere,  now  in  command  of  the 
ships  ol  w’ar  Dido  and  Berger,  at  present  in  our 
harbor.  After  noticing  the  part  taken  by  this  offi- 
cer in  the  battle  of  Navarin,  in  wffiich  he  was  se- 
verely wounded,  the  following  is  added. 

[N.  Y.  American. 

Captain  la  Bretonniere,  now  rear  admiral,  is  one 
of  the  officers  of  the  marine  of  the  republic  and  of 
the  empire,  still  living,  who  have  served  in  the 
most  active  manner,  and  taken  part  in  a great  niun- 
bei  of  battles.  He  particularly  distinguished  him- 
self in  the  unfortunate  battle  of  Trafalgar,  where 
he  was  a lieutenant,  first  adjutant  of  rear  admiral 
Magon.  We  have  described  in  our  vol.  XVI  the 
admirable  defence  of  rear-admiral  Magon,  with  his 
snip,  the  Algesiras  of  74  guns,  against  the  English 
ship  Thunderer  of  80  guns,  and  the  honorable  death 
of  this  brave  admiral.  The  fire  of  the  enemy  hav- 
ing cut  off,  besides  this  worthy  chief,  all  the  offi- 
cers superior  in  rank  to  Mr.  La  Bretonniere,  he 
found  himself  invested  w ith  the  command  of  the 
Algesiras,  and  had  to  perform  the  melancholy  duty 
of  surrendering  her  to  the  enemy,  after  having  de- 
fended her  to  the  last  extremity.  When  the  tem- 
pest which  arose  on  the  next  day  after  the  battle 
and  dispersed  the  English  fleet,  inspired  in  some 
portions  of  the  French  crews,  left  on  board  their 
captured  vessels,  the  bold  idea  of  re-taking  them, 
Mr.  La  Bretonniere  took  the  Algesiras  from  the 
enemy,  and  although  she  was  dismasted  of  all  her 
masts,  he  carried  her  into  the  harbor  of  Cadiz,  with 
eight  seamen  of  the  English  ship  Thunderer,  whom 
in  their  turn  he  made  prisoners. 

Baron’s  confession.  The  Rochester  papers 
of  the  16th  and  17th  instant  contain  a short  paper, 
purposing  lo  be  the  confession  of  Octavius  Baron, 
recently  executed  for  the  murder  of  Mr.  Lyman — 
as  follows: 

The  confession.  I,  Octavius  Baron,  sentenced  to 
die  on  to-morrow,  25th  of  July,  for  the  murder  of 
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William  Lyman,  no  declare  tliat  Thomas  Bennet 
and  Leon  Fluett  are  entirely  innocent  of  any  parti- 
cipation in  the  commission  of  this  crime — that  they 
were  not  acc  ssaries  before  or  after  the  fact — that 
they  had  no  knowledge  whatsoever  of  this  murder 
but  what  they  received  in  common  with  other  citi- 
zens on  the  morning  of  my  arrest. 

I make  this  solemn  declaration  lor  the  purpose  of 
repairing  the  injury  which  those  innocent  persons 
may  have  sustained  from  any  previous  confession 
ot  mine,  and  also  of  protecting  them  from  punish- 
ment for  a crime  of  which  they  are  as  innocent  as 
any  other  citizen. 

I furthermore  declare,  lest  any  other  person 
might  be  suspected  or  charged  with  a participation 
of  the  murder,  that  I had  no  accomplice  in  the 
committing  of  it. 

About  to  appear  in  a few  hours  before  the  judg- 
ment seat  of  God,  from  whom,  through  the  merits 
of  my  Redeemer,  I hope  for  mercy,  I do  hope  that 
this  iny  last  and  dying  confession  will  set  aside  all 
my  previous  confessions,  and  restore  to  liberty  and 
society,  those  now'  indicted  for  the  crime  of  which 
I am  about  to  suffer,  and  of  which  I alone  am 
guilty. 

Wtiile  with  a heart  broken  with  sorrow  for  this 
and  all  my  other  sins,  I am  perfectly  resigned  to 
the  execution  of  the  just  sentence  pronounced 
against  me,  I imploringly  entreat  young  men  in 
general  to  attend  to  the  practical  duties  of  the 
Christian  religion,  for  with  the  neglect  of  these 
duties,  in  opposition  to  advice  and  fiequent  solici- 
tation, commenced  the  unfortunate  career  which 
has  led  to  the  .com mission  of  the  crime  for  w'hich  i 
must  to-morrow  suffer. 

Octave  Baron. 

The  above  confession  was  made  and  signed  in 
the  presence  of  Horace  Gay,  esq.  and  Ephraim 
Gilbert,  the  jailer. 


Any  suggestions  which  w ere  thus  made,  whether 
by  myself  or  others,  were  simply  acts  of  common 
duty.  They  might,  or  might  not,  prove  advanta- 
geous, and  involved  no  responsibility  on  the  part  of 
those  who  made  them. 

Commodore  Hull,  on  the  contrary,  assumed  all 
the  responsibility  for  the  success  of  those  which 
he  adopted.  If  they  had  proved  injurious,  he 
would  have  been  held  accountable  to  the  service 
and  the  country.  If  they  proved  advantageous, 
the  principal,  if  not  the  whole,  merit  should  cer- 
tainly be  nis  due.  This  principle  is  universal  in 
military  and  naval  service,  and  to  officers  this  state- 
ment is  unnecessary,  as  the  application  of  the  prin- 
ciple is  well  understood  by  them. 

It  certainly  has  always  been  well  understood  by 
commodore  Hull  and  myself,  between  whom  the 
most  friendly  personal  and  professional  feelings 
have  existed,  uninterruptedly,  for  nearly  40  years. 
To  prevent  any  cause  for  its  being  now  interrupted 
by  the  statements  of  others,  is  the  principal  object, 
and  will,  1 trust,  be  considered  a sufficient  apology 
for  this  communication. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  gentlemen,  your  most 
obedient  servant,  C.  MORRIS. 

Washington,  Aug.  21,  1838. 


THE  NAVY. 

From  the  National  Intelligencer  of  the  10th  inst. 
Messrs.  Gales  & Seaton:  I notice  in  the 
“Madisonian”  of  to-day  an  article  taken  from  the 
“Philadelphia  Ledger,”  headed  “The  Navy,”  the 
writer  of  which,  not  satisfied  with  attempting  to 
detract  from  some  of  the  senior  officers  of  the  navy, 
has  ventured  to  give  credit  to  one  for  the  achieve- 
ment of  another.  He  says,  in  Speaking  of  commo- 
dore Morris  as  a member  of  the  board  of  navy 
commissioners,  “An  accomplished  seaman,  a brave 
and  successful  officer,  a worthy  man,  and  entitled, 
to  the  everlasting  gratitude  of  the  nation  for  saving 
the  frigate  Constitution  in  her  celebrated  chase  at  the 
commencement  of  the  war.” 

Commonore  Morris,  at  the  time  referred  to,  was 
but  a lieutenant  on  board  the  Constitution,  and  had 
no  more  to  do  with  saving  the  noble  frigate  than  he 
had  with  the  order  to  “let  every  thing  go  by  the 
run,”  when  the  breeze  first  struck  her,  or  with  the 
celebrated  exclamation  of  the  “gallant  Hull,”  im- 
mediately after  the  first  broadside  fired  from  the 
Constitution,  in  her  engagement  with  the  Guer- 
riere:  “Hurrah,  boys,  we’ve  made  a brig  of  her!” 
Commodore  Hull  commanded  the  Constitution 
n both  instances,  and  to  him  belong  the  credit  and 
he  glory  of  the  escape  and  the  capture. 

Commodore  Morris  had  received  full  credit  for 
.he  honorable  part  he  bore  in  those  affairs. 

The  exceeding  modesty  of  commodore  Hull 
irompte'l  him,  on  his  arrival  in  Boston,  after  the 
ight  between  the  Constitution  and  the  Guerriere, 
o request  of  the  inhabitants  of  “The  Cradle  of  Li- 
berty” a transfer  of  a part  of  their  acclamations  to 
lis  first  lieutenant,  Mr.  Morris.  We  shall  see  if 
imilar  promptings  are  responded  to  in  another 
quarter. 

Washington,  Aug.  18,  1838. 

From  the  Intelligencer  of  the  ltd  inst. 

To  the  editors — Gentlemen:  Your  corres- 
pondent, E,  in  i he  Intelligencer  of  yesterday,  first 
brought  to  my  notice  the  quotation  which  forms  the 
subject  of  his  article. 

In  the  chase,  to  which  allusion  is  made,  the  situa- 
tion of  the  Constitution  was  sufficiently  hazardous, 
for  many  hours,  to  require  the  united  exertions  and 
resources  of  all,  and  to  justify  the  respectful  sug- 
gestion of  any  additional  measure  that  might  in- 
crease the  chances  for  escape.  Such  suggestions 
were  occasionally  made  by  myself  and  several  other 
officers — some,  which  met  the  approval  of  our  com- 
mander, were  adopted.  That  he  was  willing  to 
receive  and  act  upon  such  suggestions  cannot  cer- 
tainly be  considered  as  reflecting  upon  his  well- 
known  skill  or  judgment.  He  had  too  much  of 
both  to  entertain  any  unworthy  jealousy  of  others, 
il  chance  enabled  them  to  recollect  something 
which,  under  the  circumstances  of  the  time,  he 
might  have  omitted. 


THE  A R.tiY- OFFICIAL. 
general  orders,  no.  29. 

War  department,  adjutant  general’s  office , 
Washington,  Aug.  18,  1838. 

I.  The  following  regulation  relative  to  the  em- 
ployment of  persons  to  officiate  as  chaplains  at  cer- 
tain posts  and  military  stations,  in  conformity  with 
the  18th  section  of  the  act  of  July  5,  1838,  has  been 
received  from  the  war  department,  and  is  published 
for  general  information: 

“War department,  Washington,  Avgust  1,1838. 

1.  The  council  of  administration,  on  being  duly 
instituted,  agreeably  to  army  regulations,  are  em- 
powered to  employ,  from  time  to  time,  such  per- 
sons as  they  may  think  proper  to  officiate  as  chap- 
lain; and  the  name  of  the  person  so  chosen  and  ap- 
pointed will  be  reported  by  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  post  to  the  war  office,  through  the  adjutant 
general. 

2.  The  chaplain  employed  at  any  military  post 
will  be  required  to  peiforin  the  duties  of  school- 
master, under  such  regulations  as  may  be  establish- 
ed by  the  council  of  administration,  approved  by 
the  commanding  officer.  He  will  teach  and  instruct 
the  children  of  the  private  soldier,  as  well  as  of  the 
officer. 

3.  The  compensation  of  the  post  chaplain  will 
be  determined  by  the  council  ot  administration, 
subject  to  the  approval  of  the  secretary  of  war; 
but  bis  monthly  pay  will  not  exceed  forty  dollars, 
in  addition  to  w’hich,  he  will  be  allowed  four  rations 
per  day,  with  fuel  and  quarters  provided  for  a cap 
tain. 

4.  The  military  posts  at  which  chaplains  are  to 

be  employed  in  conformity  with  the  act  of  congress, 
will  be  selected  by  the  secretary  of  war,  and  be 
announced  in  general  orders;  the  number  is  limited 
to  twenty.  J.  R.  POINSETT.” 

II.  The  following  is  a list  of  posts  at  which  chap- 
lains are  authorized  to  be  employed  agreeably  to 


the  above  regulations: 
No.  Names  of  Posts. 

1 Hancock  Barracks, 

2 Fort  Gratiot, 

3 Fort  Brady, 

4 Fort  Winnebago, 

5 Fort  Snelling, 

6 Fort  Crawford, 

7 Fort  Leavenworth 

8 Jefferson  Barracks, 

9 Fort  Gibson, 

10  Fort  Jesup, 

11  Fort  Towson, 

^2  Fort  Monroe, 

13  Fort  Pike, 

14  Fort  Morgan, 

15  Fort  Pickens, 

By  order: 


R 


States  or  Territories. 
Maine. 

Michigan.  ► 
Michigan. 

Wisconsin  territory. 
Upper  Mississippi. 
Wisconsin  territory. 
Missouri  territory. 
Missouri. 

Arkansas  territory. 
Louisiana. 

Arkansas  territory. 
Virginia. 

Louisiana. 

Alabama. 

Florida. 

JONES,  adj'tgen’l. 


GENERAL  ORDER3  NO.  2. 

Head  quarters  of  the  army, 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  August  11,  1838. 

The  following  disposition  will  be  made  of  the 
troops  approaching  this  frontier,  from  the  Cherokee 
country: 

1st.  On  reaching  Cleveland,  Ohio,  the  officer  in 
command  of  the  2d  regiment  of  artillery,  will  de- 
tach three  companies  under  the  officer  next  in  com- 
mand to  the  Michigan  frontier,  to  report  to  brig, 
gen.  Brady,  at  Detroit;  and  one  at  Fort  Gratiot. 

2d.  On  the  return  of  the  transport,  (the  steamboat 
Milwaukie,)  the  commanding  officer  of  the  2d  regi- 
ment of  artillery,  will  embark  with  the  remaining 


companies  for  Buffalo,  where  he  will  establish  the 
regimental  head  quarters  and  post  four  companies, 
detaching  two  companies  to  garrison  Fort  Niagara. 

3d.  The  first  regiment  of  artillery  will  move  up- 
on Plattsbmg,  where  the  head  quarters  will  be  es- 
tablished with  four  companies,  two  companies  at 
French  Mills,  N.  Y.,  one  company  at  Swanton,  one 
at  Troy,  and  one  company  at  Derby,  in  Vermont. 

4th.  When  the  tenth  company  of  each  regiment 
of  artillery  shall  have  been  recruited,  it  will  repair 
to  regimental  head  quarters — that  of  the  2d  regi- 
ment, will  be  thence  detached  to  take  their  posts  at 
or  near  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

5th.  The  4th  regiment  of  artillery  will  take  posts, 
till  further  orders,  in  the  harbor  ot  New  York. 

6th.  The  two  companies  of  the  3d  regiment  of 
"nfantry,  on  the  northern  frontier,  will  repair  to 
Houlton,  (Maine,)  where  the  bead  quarters  of  the 
regiment  will  be  established;  lietit.  col.  Cummings 
will  take  command  of  that  post  on  being  relieved 
by  col.  Worth. 

7th.  The  8th  regiment  of  infantry  will  be  con- 
centrated at  Sacket’s  Harbor,  whence  detachments 
or  guard  will  be  made  and  posted  at  Oswego,  French 
creek,  Ogdensburgh,  and  such  other  points,  inter- 
mediate, as  the  commanding  officer  may  find  expe- 
dient. 

8th.  The  adjutant  general  of  the  army  will  order 
all  other  officers  not  belonging  to  the  regiments  on 
the  northern  frontier,  to  repair,  without  delay  to 
their  respective  regiments,  or  to  the  particular  du- 
ties to  which  they  have  been  assigned. 

The  several  commands,  as  arranged  in  general 
order,  No.  1,  will  be  continued  as  heretofore,  ex- 
cept as  to  the  posts  in  Vermont,  which  will  hereaf- 
ter be  regarded  as  part  of  the  command  from  French 
Mills,  in  New  York,  to  the  extreme  end  of  the  Ver- 
mont frontier — head  quarters,  at  Plattsburgh.  By 
order  of  MAJOR  GENERAL  MACOMB, 

Commander-in-chief. 

From  the  Army  and  Navy  Chronicle. 

The  names  of  the  following  cadets  of  the  United 
States  military  academy,  at  West  Point,  are  to  be 
attached  to  the  next  Army  Register,  conformably 
to  a regulation  requiring  the  names  of  the  most 
distinguished  cadets,  not  exceeding  five  in  each 
class,  to  be  reported  for  the  purpose  at  each  annual 
examination  in  the  month  of  June: 

FIRST  CLASS. 

1.  Wm.  H.  Wright,  N.  C 

2.  P.  G.  T.  Beauregard,  La. 

3.  James  H.  T rapier,  S.  C. 

4.  Ste’n  H.  Campbell,  Vt. 

5.  J.  M.  Scarritt,  Mo. 

SECOND  CLASS. 

1.  Isaac  J.  Stevens,  Mass. 

2.  Robert  Q.  Butler,  Va. 

3.  H.  W.  Halleck,  N.  Y. 

4.  Jeremy  F.  Gilmer,  N.  C. 

5.  Henry  C.  Smith,  Me. 

THIRD  CLASS. 

1.  Paul  O.'  Hebert,  La. 

2.  VVrn.  Page  Jones,  D.  C. 

3.  C.  P.  Kingsbury,  N.  C. 

4.  John  McNutt,  Ohio. 

5.  Sylvanus  Wilcox,  N.  Y. 

FOURTH  CLASS. 

1.  Zealous  B.  Tower,  Mass. 

2.  Thos.  J.  Rodman,  Ind. 

3.  Henry  Wilson,  Penn. 

4.  Josiah  Gorgas,  N.  Y. 

5.  Smith  Stansbury,  Md. 

APPOINTMENTS  IN  THE  MEDICAL  STAFF  OF  THE 
ARMY. 

The  following  gentlemen  having  been  examined 
and  approved  by  the  army  medical  board,  which 
convened  in  this  city  on  the  16th  ultimo,  have  been 
appointed  assistant  surgeons  in  the  army: 

1.  James  R.  Conrad,  Va. 

2.  Wm.  T.  Leonard,  Md. 

3.  John  Byrne,  Md. 

Ellis  Hughes,  Md. 

D.  C.  De  Leon,  S.  C. 

II.  McSherry,  jr.  Va. 

Joseph  Walker,  111. 

Charles  Noyes,  D.  C. 

9.  Be.nj.  W.  Woods,  Ky. 

10.  Gust.  A.  Williams,  Va. 


4. 

5. 

6. 
f. 

8. 


ARMY  MOVEMENTS,  &c. 

The  detachment  of  400  U.  S.  troops  undjsr  col. 
Crane,  arrived  at  Lexingion,  Ky.  on  the  15th,  on 
their  way  from  Florida  to  the  northern  frontier. 

A detachment  of  125  regulars  left  Newport  Bar- 
racks, Ky.  on  the  16th,  in  the  steamboat  Home,  for 
Jefferson  B irracks,  Missouri. 

A board  of  army  officers,  gen.  Scott  as  president, 
are  to  devise  a plan  in  detail  to  reorganize  the  dif- 
ferent branches  of  the  service,  to  make  a thorough 
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examination  of  the  condition  of  each  corps  and 
regiment,  to  create  absolute  and  unchangeable  rules 
r -specting  seniority,  brevet  rank,  promotion,  trans- 
fer, furlough,  extra  service,  &c.  all  so  much  needed. 

[ Fredericksburg  Arena. 

The  Knoxville  Register  states  that  the  2d  regi- 
ment U.  S.  artillery  "passed  Campbell’s  station  on 
the  3d  inst.,  on  their  way  from  the  Cherokee  nation 
to  Lake  Erie,  under  the  command  of  the  following 
officers:  col.  J.  Crane,  commander;  captain  Gieen; 
surgeon  G.  R.  Clark;  adjutant  lieut.  Townsend; 
quartermaster  Payton;  commissary  lieutenant  Mor- 
gan; lieutenants  Duncan,  Brausford,  Conckling, 
Luther,  Allen,  Daniels,  Arnold,  Pratt,  Sedgewick, 
and  Jones. 

Six  companies  of  the  1st  artillery,  and  two  com- 
panies of  the  4th,  have  arrived  at  New  York  from 
the  south  destined  for  the  northern  frontier,  and  by 
the  order  of  gen.  Macomb,  the  troops  are.  to  be  dis- 
posed of  as  follows: 

Of  the  2d  regiment  of  artillery,  two  companies 
are  to  b?  posted  at  Detroit,  one  at  Fort  Gratiot,  four 
at  Buffalo,  (the  head  quarters,)  two  at  Fort  Niagara. 
Of  the  1st  regiment,  four  are  to  be  posted  at  Platts- 
burg,  (the  head-quarters,)  two  at  French  Mills, 
New  York,  one  at  Swanton,  one  at  Troy,  and  One 
at  Derby  in  Vermont. 

The  tenth  company  of  each  regiment  is  to  repair 
to  the  regimental  head-quarters,  and  the  2d  regi- 
ment will  thence  be  stationed  near  Rochester,  New’ 
York.  The  4th  regiment,  for  the  present,  will  take 
post  in  New  York  harbor.  Two  companies  of  the 
3d  regiment  will  takepost  at  Houlton,  Maine,  under 
command  of  col.  Cummings.  The  8th  regiment  of 
infantry  will  be  stationed  at  Sackett’s  Harbor,  from 
whence  detachments  will  be  sent  to  the  surrounding 
points.  All  officers  are  to  repair  to  their  regiments 
forthwith.  The  commands  are  to  remain  as  in  the 
previous  general  order  No.  1,  except  the  Verinon 
posts,  which  are  now  to  be  regarded  as  a part  of  the' 
command  at  French  Mills,  N.  Y. 


CANADA— THE  BOUNDARY,  &c. 

From  the  Quebec  Gazette,  Aug.  15. 

The  boundary  line.  Jt  is  probable  that  governor 
Kent,  of  the  state  of  Maine,  will  attempt,  shortly 
alter  the  first  of  next  month,  to  run  and  fix  the 
boundary  between  that  state  and  the.  British  pos- 
sessions, without  the  co-operation  of  the  United 
States’  and  British  governments.  It  w ill  be  a new 
exercise  of  state  sovereignty,  inconsistent  with  the 
constitution  of  the  lederation.  But  governor  Kent 
will  be  acting  in  obedience  to  resolutions  passed  at 
the  last  session  of  the  legislature,  which  were  pub- 
lished some  time  ago  in  this  Gazette.  He  is  sup- 
ported by  a large  party  in  the  state  of  Maine  and 
the  United  States,  ever  ready  to  embarrass  the 
general  government,  and  is  besides  a candidate  for 
re-election  as  governor  of  Maine  at  the  election 
which  commences  on  the  3d  of  September;  and 
the  running  and  fixing  the  boundary  has  recently 
been  made  a local  party  question,  in  favor  of  which 
his  supporters  have  decidedly  pronounced.  Under 
all  the  circumstances,  he  will  probably  find  himself 
compelled  to  proceed  to  execute  the  resolutions  of 
the  legislature,  till  he  is  positively  hindered  by 
force,  either  on  the  part  ot  the  British  or  United 
States’  governments.  As  to  the  former,  governor 
Kent  will  probably  not  have  long  to  wait,  after  his 
commissioners  set  to  work  within  the  disputed  ter- 
ritory. We  do  not  think  it  likely  that  any  British 
authority  will  suffer  itself  to  be  ousted  sans  ceremo- 
nie,  ot  an  actual  and  acknowledged  possession. 
The  militia  of  New  Brunswick  are  as  good  and 
well  disposed  for  defence,  as  the  militia  of  Maine 
lor  attack. 

The  proceedings  or  the  legislature  of  Maine  and 
governor  Kent  will  probably  render  more  difficult 
the  settlement  of  the  boundary  question,  on  which 
we  believe  both  the  British  and  United  States  go- 
vernments are  sincerely  intent;  but  in  the  present 
position  of  the  two  countries,  we  hardly  think  war 
will  ensue.  It  is  true,  nevertheless,  that  when  the 
passions  of  men,  connected  with  national  pride  be- 
come inflamed,  there  is  no  great  dependence  to  be 
placed  on  the  influence  of  reason. 

Some  of  the  United  States’  papers  have  connect- 
ed the  meeting  of  the  governors  of  the  British  North 
American  provinces,  with  the  difficulties  about  the 
boundaries.  We  rather  think  that  the  meetings  in 
question  relate  entirely  to  the  internal  concerns  of 
the  provinces  and  projected  improvements.  The 
authority  to  recruit  in  Prince  Edward’s  island, 
which  has  a population  of  30,000  souls,  has  also 
been  supposed  to  have  been  given  in  view  of  diffi- 
culties with  the  United  States.  It  is  sufficient  to 
say,  that  this  order  is  dated  the  9th  May  last,  and 
does  not  seein  to  have  been  extended  to  any  of  the 
other  provinces,  which  contain  a population  of  near- 
ly a million  and  a half,  and  where  recruits  might 


be  obtained  in  nearly  the  same  proportion  as  in 
Prince  Edward’s  island.  We  have  no  doubt,  but 
that  on  the  prospect  of  a war  with  the  United 
States,  twenty-five  thousand  men  could  be  recruit- 
ed in  the  provinces. 

Correspondence  of  the  Commercial  Advertiser. 

Quebec,  Avgust  16. 

We  are  at  this  moment  in  some  anxiety  on  the 
boundary  question.  The  military  here  are  ot 
opinion  that  it  will  lead  to  some  difficulty  between 
the  two  countries,  while  the  merchants  hope  the 
contrary;  but  all  unite  in  doubting  whether  the 
matter  will  be  brought  to  an  amicable  arrange- 
ment, the  government  of  Maine  having  acted  so 
decidedly.  It  is  much  feared  that  the  course  pur- 
sued by  Maine  will  embarrass  the  general  govern- 
ment. I am  sorry  to  say  that  many  of  the  Cana- 
dians are  highly  delighted  at  the  prospect  of  a war 
between  England  and  the  United  States. 

There  are  very  many  citizens  of  New  York  and 
Baltimore  at  present  in  Quebec.  The  earl  of  Dur- 
ham leaves  us  on  Saturday  in  the  John  Bull  steam- 
er, to  attend  the  Montreal  races,  and  it  is  supposed 
that  many  of  the  Americans  will  also  leave  us  to 
honor  the  race-ground  with  their  presence,  it  being 
expected  that  for  the  attendance  of  company  these 
races  will  surpass  any  that  have  even  taken  place 
in  British  America. 

Yesterday  afternoon,  at  3 o’clock,  the  71st  regi- 
ment, and  two  companies  of  the  73d  regiment,  pa- 
raded on  the  Champ  de  Mars,  for  the  inspection  of 
John  Forsyth,  secretary  of  state  to  Mr.  Van  Buren. 
The  7th  hussars  and  royal  artillery  are  also  to  be 
viewed  by  the  secretary,  at  a quarter  past  10  this 
morning.  [ Montreal  Courier. 

From  the  Boston  Daily  Advertiser,  Aug.  21. 

The  northeastern  boundary.  It  is  stated  in  yester- 
day’s Providence  Journal  that  governor  Kent,  of 
Maine,  “has  directed  a survey  to  be  made  of  ihe 
disputed  territory,  and  has  ordered  out  the  military 
to  protect  the  surveyors  in  the  performance  of  their 
duties.”  We  have  seen  repeated  statements  of  a 
similar  purport  in  many  of  the  papers,  and  some  of 
them  have  quoted  the  Bangor  Whig  as  the  source 
from  which  they  derived  their  information.  We 
have  not,  however,  seen  any  such  statement  in  that 
paper,  nor  in  any  of  the  papers  of  Bangor  or  the 
vicinity.  From  the  absence  of  any  such  annuncia- 
tion in  the  vicinity  of  the  governor’s  residence, 
and  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  disputed  territory, 
where  any  such  movements  would  be  likely  to  be 
known  as  soon  as  made,  arid  immediately  announc- 
ed to  the  public,  we  infer  that  the  report  which  has 
been  so  current  is  without  foundation.  We  arecon- 
firmed  in  this  belief  from  the  impression  that  the 
position  in  which  the  boundary  question  was  placed, 
in  consequence  of  the  earnest  application  of  the 
executive  ot  Maine,  by  the  late  debate  in  the  senate 
of  the  United  States,  and  by  the  report  of  the  ju- 
diciary committee  unanimously  adopted  by  the 
senate,  was  so  satisfactory  to  the  state  of  Maine  as 
to  render  any  further  measures  by  the  government 
of  the  state  for  the  present  unnecessary.  The  adop- 
tion of  that  report  makes  it  the  imperative  duty  of 
the  executive  of  the  United  States  to  press  tire  ne- 
gotiation in  the  manner  most  likely  to  produce  a 
speedy  result,  and  takes  away  all  apology  for  any 
unnecessary  delay.  It  also  presents,  in  the  most 
public  way,  before  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
and  before  the  government  of  Great  Britain,  the 
point  of  view  in  which  the  question  is  unanimously 
regarded  by  the  senate.  In  having  attained  this 
object,  the  government  of  Maine  has  effected  an 
important  advance  towards  a settlement  of  the 
question,  and  the  next  step,  we  presume,  will  be 
taken  by  the  executive  of  the  United  States. 

From  the  Rochester  Democrat  of  August  18. 

Important  from  Toronto.  It  affords  us  great  plea- 
sure to  be  able  to  communicate  the  release  of  six- 
teen state  prisoners  from  the  jail  at  Toronto.  Se- 
veral of  them  were  condemned  to  death — among.the 
rest,  Charles  Durand,  a relative  of  Dr.  Duncomb. 
It  is  supposed  that  the  order  for  their  release  was 
received  by  the  Great  Western. 

The  following  is  copied  from  the  Toronto  Com- 
mercial Herald  of  Thursday: 

His  excellency  sir  George  Arthur  has  been 
pleased  to  extend  to  the  follow  ing  prisoners  her  ma- 
jesty’s pardon,  viz: 

Seymour  W.  H.  Stockdell,  John  McCormick, 
John  Gillingham,  Daniel  Snell,  and  William  De- 
lang,  on  condition  of  their  giving  security  to  keep 
the  peace  and  be  of  good  behavior  for  three  years. 

Abraham  Haling,  Jesse  Cleaver,  Silas  Bardnell, 
John  Brown,  John  Haling,  Joseph  Milbourn,  Asa 
Wixen,  Joel  Wixen,  John  Hill,  Daniel  Shephard, 
and  Charles  Durand,  on  condition  that  they  banish 
themselves  within  three  days  from  the  time  of  their 
liberation  from  prison,  from  this  province,  and  that 
they  remain  absent  for  and  during  their  natural 
lives,, 


Lewistown,  Aug.  15. 

It  may  be  a matter  of  interest  to  your  readers  to 
be  informed  of  the  fate  of  the  sixteen  state  convicts, 
sentenced  to  be  executed  on  the  25th. 

Three  of  them,  Chandler,  Wait,  and  McLeod, 
are  to  be  executed  on  the  25th,  agreeably  to  their 
sentence. 

Eight  others,  including  Miller  and  the  other 
Americans,  to  be  transported  to  some  one  of  the 
British  colonies  for  life.  Three  others  to  the  peni- 
tentiary for  three  years. 

The  case  of  the  remaining  convict,  Waggoner, 
has  not  been  decided — great  efforts  having  been 
made  by  his  friends  to  procure  his  banishment  to 
the  stales. 

The  trial  of  Beamer,  who  led  a body  of  lancers 
at  the  affair  of  the  Short  Hills,  comes  on  to  day  or 
to-morrow;  and  the  general  belief  is  that  he  will  be 
convicted  and  sentenced  to  be  executed. 

[Albany  Argus. 

Detroit,  Aug.  14. 

The  vigilant  officers  of  the  customs  yesterday 
made  a seizure  extraordinary.  Among  the  goods 
discharging  from  the  Bunker  Hill  steamer,  were 
some  boxes  of  great  weight,  one  of  which  having 
been  partially  broken,  revealed  something  that 
looked  very  like  a piece  of  heavy  ordinance.  The 
officers  broke  open  the  box  and  discoveied  a cannon 
of  beautiful  workmanship,  entirely  new,  from  a 
manufactory  at  the  east.  Further  search  was  made, 
and  two  other  similar  places  were  found,  and  have 
been  lodged  in  the  public  store.  They  are  presum- 
ed to  be  “patriot”  goods,  and  intended  for  the  next 
campaign,  if  any  body  of  men  can  be  found  mad 
enough  to  engage  in  such  an  affair  again. 

The  activity  of  the  officers  engagi  din  the  service 
on  this  frontier  is  deserving  of  all  praise,  and  we 
have  no  doubt  will  effectually  prevent  any  future 
disturbances  by  those  self-styled  patriots,  whose 
unlawful  acts  have  subjected  the  government  to 
injurious  imputations  and  large  expenses. 

[Free  Press. 


DISCOVERY  OF  THE  SKELETON  OF  A 
MASTODON. 

From  the  Crawford  County  ( Ohio ) Republican  extra. 

Bucyrus , August  14.  Mr.  Abraham  Hahn,  while 
engaged  with  his  work  hands  in  excavating  a mill 
race,  about  three  quarters  of  a mile  east  of  Bucy- 
rus, (Craufoid  county  court-house,)  yesterday,  at 
the  distance  of  from  five  to  seven  feet  below  the 
surface  of  the  ground,  discovered  the  skeleton  of  a 
Mastodon,  in  a reclined  position. 

The  history  of  this  genus  of  animals  is  involved 
in  mystery.  No  tradition  or  human  record  furnish- 
es evidences  of  its  existence  at  any  period.  But 
that  it  once  lived  and  walked  upon  the  earth,  the 
prince  of  quadruped  kingdoms,  is  abundantly  pro- 
ven by  the  numerous  and  almost  entire  specimens 
of  its  organic  remains  that  have  been  discovered  in 
various  parts  of  North  America,  and  which  have 
excited  the  wonder  and  astonishment  of  the  natu- 
ralist and  antiquarian. 

From  the  peculiar  structure  and  the  immense 
size  of  its  bones,  it  must  have  been  an  animal  far 
exceeding  in  size  and  strength  any  species  of  the 
quadruped  races  now  in  existence.  The  place 
where  this  skeleton  was  found  is  very  near  the  di- 
viding ridge  between  the  northern  and  southern 
waters  of  the  state,  in  a wet,  spongy  soil.  The 
bones,  so  far  as  discovered,  are  in  a fine  state  of 
preservation. 

The  upper  jaw  and  skull  bones  are  perfect  in  all 
their  parts,  as  formed  by  nature.  The  under  jaw 
was  accidentally  divided  in  removing  it  from  the 
earth. 

This  is  the  only  instance  in  which  the  skull  of 
the  Mastodon  has  been  found  in  a state  of  preser- 
vation; and  it  furnishes  the  only  specimen  from 
which  correct  ideas  can  be  obtained  respecting  that 
massive  and  singularly  shaped  organ. 

Some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  rank  this  mon- 
ster held  among  the  beasts  of  the  forest  when 
clothed  with  skin  and  fle3h,  and  nerved  with  life, 
from  the  following  dimensions  of  some  portions  of 
it,  which  have  been  rescued  from  oblivion: 


The  skull  and  upper  jaw. 


Horizontal  length, 

39  inches. 

Length,  following  curvature  of  skull, 

424  “ 

Breadth  across  the  eyes, 

264  “ 

Do.  at  back  of  head, 

25j  “ 

Vertical  height, 

22 

Height  occipital  bone, 

16  “ 

Diameter  of  both  nostrils. 

114  “ 

Diameter  of  each,  measuring  the 
other  way, 

5 

Diameter  of  tusk  sockets, 

54  to  6 « 

Depth  do.  do. 

22 

Diameter  of  eye  sockets, 

6 “ 

Weight  of  skull  and  upper  jaw. 

160  pounds. 
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Horizontal  length,  following  outside 

curvature. 

314  inches. 

Height  to  junction  with  upper  jaw. 

164 

Weight, 

69  poundss. 

Front  molars, 

64  ) inches 

Back  do. 

5f  $ apart. 

Length  back  molar, 

74  inches. 

Breadth  back  molar, 

4 

Length  front  molar. 

4^  “ 

Femur,  or  thigh  bone. 

Length, 

37 

Largest  circumference, 

SO 

Smallest  do. 

154 

Tibia,  ( largest  bone  between  thigh  and  hoof  ) 

Length, 

224  “ 

Largest  circumference, 

244 

Smallest  do. 

11 

Fibula,  (smaller  bone  between  thigh  and  hoof. ) 

Length, 

204 

Largest  circumference, 

124  “ 

Smallest  do. 

44  “ 

Humerus,  (bone from  shoulder  lo  knee.) 

Length, 

30 

Largest  circumference, 

34A 

Smallest  do. 

14^  “ 

Rib. 

Length  outer  curve, 

434  “ 

Smallest  circumference. 

54  “ 

^ LETTER  FROM  MR.  CALHOUN. 

From  the  Columbia  Telescope  of  the  1 1 th  inst. 

We  publish  to-day  a letter  from  Mr.  Calhoun 
to  the  committee  of  the  late  barbecue  dinner  i n this 
place,  which,  as  it  did  not  arrive  tiil  several  days 
afterwards,  was  not  read  to  the  company  on  that  oc- 
casion. 

Fort  Hill , July  24,  1S38. 

Gentlemen:  I have  received  your  note  of  the 
14th  instant,  inviting  me  to  partake  of  a barbecue 
dinner,  to  be  given  at  Columbia  on  the  28th  inst. 

“as  a welcome  home  to  Senator  Preston,  by  his 
fellow  citizens  of  Richland  district/’  and  also  to 
atford  the  other  members  of  congress  an  opportu- 
nity to  meet  and  address  the  people.” 

If  I had  no  other  reason  lor  not  accepting  your 
invitation,  the  great  distance  and  my  recent  return 
home,  after  a long  absence  in  the  laborious  dis- 
charge of  my  public  duties,  would  be,  I hope,  a 
sufficient  apology;  but  there  are  others,  which  are 
insuperable,  for  declining  it,  which,  acting  with 
the  candor  and  frankness  that  I trust  shall  ever 
mark  my  conduct  on  all  occasions,  I cannot  with-  i pressing  the  other 
bold.  ff 

It  is  impossible  I can  mistake,  that  the  welcome 
home  to  my  colleague  is  intended  as  a testimony  of 


own  state,  if  not  necessary,  is  important  to  the 
union  of  the  whole  south.  Circumstances  to  which 
1 need  not  refer,  have  given  to  the  state  a pre-emi- 
nence and  influence  far  beyond  its  extent,  popula- 
tion or  wealth. 

Entertaining  these  views,  I was  ready  to  make 
any  sacritice  short  of  principle  and  duty  to  avoid 
division  and  discord  at  home;  but  it  was  impossible 
lor  me,  without  sacrificing  them,  to  take  any  other 
course,  in  the  present  juncture,  than  that  which  I 
did. 

I long  since  foresaw  its  approach,  and  made  up 
my  mind  as  to  the  part  1 would  act,  should  it  arrive 
in  my  time.  Four  years  ago,  on  the  removal  of  the 
deposites,  I openly  avowed  in  debate,  the  principles 
and  sentiments  on  which  1 acted  at  the  late  and  ex- 
tra session,  and,  of  consequence,  could  take  no 
other  course,  without  palpably  contradicting  my 
recorded  opinions,  and  this  without  any  change  of 
principle  or  sentiment.  So  far  otherwise,  time  and 
reflection  have  but  served  to  confirm  the  opinions  I 
then  entertained  and  expressed.  I do  believe  that 
the  only  real  alternative  left,  is  whether  the  govern- 
ment shall  go  back  to  its  original  policy, established 
by  the  act  ol  ]7o9,  and  collect  its  revenue  in  the 
legal  and  constitutional  currency  of  the  country, 
and  keep  it  by  its  own  responsible  officers,  or  char- 
ter another  bank;  or,  in  other  words,  between  the 
constitutional  treasury  and  another  national  bank, 
with  sufficient  capital  and  power  to  control  the  ex- 
changes, the  currency,  the  commerce,  and  the  busi- 
ness of  the  union.  All  other  measures — the  pet 
bank  system,  special  deposites,  and  all — are  but 
temporary  expedients,  half-way  houses,  and  so  un- 
derstood and  avowed  by  the  great  body  opposed  to 
the  separation  of  government  from  the  banks.  Be 
tween  the  two — ttie  constitutional  treasury  and  a 
national  bank — I could  not  hesitate.  I do  most  so- 
lemnly believe,  that  a bank  with  power  and  influ- 
ence sufficient  to  effect  the  object  proposed,  would 
be  the  most  dangerous  of  all  measures — would  be 
fatal  to  our  free  institutions,  and  destructive  of  the 
commerce,  interests  and  safety  of  the  staple  states. 
Its  powers  would  make  it  despotic,  and  enable  it 
to  control  the  action  of  congress,  and  to  take  from 
the  people,  iri  reality,  the  power  of  electing  the 
president,  who  would  be  virtually  elected  by  the 
bank,  and  be  but  an  instrument  in  its  hands.  It 
would,  in  a word,  make  a master — not  a master 
having  a common  interest  in  the  whole,  and  a mo- 
tive to  protect  and  cherish  all  the  parts,  but  a local 
and  sectional  master,  whose  power  would  be  wield 
ed  to  aggrandize  and  build  up  one  portion,  by  op- 


Thus  thinking,  no  alternative  was  left,  but  to 
pursue  the  course  I did,  even  at  the  hazard  of  dif- 
fering from  my  colleague  and  many  of  my  old 


approbation  of  his  course  generally,  during  the  late  friends,  for  whom  I have  the  highest  regard  and  the 


session,  but  more  especially  in  reference  to  the 
great  and  leading  question  of  the  day,  which  now 
so  deeply  agitates  the  country,  and  engrossed  so 
large  a portion  of  the  time  and  attention  of  con- 
gress, at  its  late  sitting.  Thus  understanding  it,  I 
can  have  no  objection  to  it;  but  for  me  to  partici- 
pate in  the  welcome  and  the  accompanying, festivi- 
ties, would  be  to  condemn  my  own  course.  It  was 
our  misfortune  to  dill'er  on  the  deeply  important 
question  in  reference  to  which  it  is  intended  to  do 
honor  to  his  course.  The  difference  was.  on  my 

Eart,  with  great  reluctance.  I could  not  but  appre- 
end  that  a difference  on  such  a subject,  involving 
such  important  interests,  and  to  be  followed  by  such 
a mighty  train  of  consequences,  for  good  or  evil, 
would  ultimately  divide  and  distract  the  state,  to 
which  no  one  could  be  more  averse  than  myself. — 
Every  motive  that  could  influence  me,  personal  or 
patriotic,  was  on  the  opposite  side.  Individually, 
I had  clearly  nothing  to  g3in  by  division  or  distrac- 
tion. My  position  in  the  state  and  in  the  estima- 
tion of  my  fellow  citizens  could  not  be  materially 
bettered,  and  was  almost  certain  to  be  injured,  by 
any  change.  But  I had  far  higher  motives  than 
mere  personal  considerations  to  avoid  every  act 
which  might  by  possibility  lead  to  a division  at 
home. 

I have  long  regarded  the  south  as  the  balance 
wheel  of  our  beautiful,  but  complex,  system  of  go- 
vernment, arid  1 consider  its  union  not  only  as  ne- 
cessary to  its  own  prosperity  and  safety,  but  indis- 
pensable to  the  proper  working  of  the  whole  ma- 
chine. It  is  an  opinion  deliberately  formed,  after 
much  reflection  and  no  little  experience.  We  are 
the  weaker  and  the  exposed  section,  and  must,  of 
course,  have  the  deepest  interest  in  confining  the 
general  government  to  its  proper  sphere,  on  which 
depend  its  salety  and  duration,  so  essential  to  the 
safety  and  prosperity  of  all.  To  effect  thi3,  union 
among  ourselves  is  indispensable,  while,  as  the 
weaker  portion  of  the  confederacy,  it  cannot  en- 
danger either  the  rights  or  the  safety  of  the  strong- 
er. But  union  ♦rnong  ourselves  at  home,  in  our 


kindest  feelings.  In  taking  it,  I could  not  but  fore- 
see that  it  would  bring  me  into  conflict  with  the 
greatest  and  most  powerful  interest  of  the  commu- 
nity, and  that  I should  be  subject  to  the  most  un- 
founded misrepresentations  and  the  fiercest  attacks 
But,  at  such  a crisis,  and  with  my  views  of  the 
consequences,  I would  have  been  unworthy  of  re- 
presenting constituents  so  intelligent  and  patriotic, 
and  who  had  so  generously  stood  by  me  on  so  many 
trying  occasions,  if  I had  permitted  any  personal 
or  selfish  considerations  to  have  the  least  influence. 

Having  thus  differed  on  a question,  according  to 
my  conception,  of  such  vast  magnitude  and  impor- 
tance, I cannot  accept  your  invitation  to  partake  in 
a festivity  intended  to  honor  the  course  of  my  col- 
leagues, without  condemning  and  dishonoring  my 
own,  and  am  therefore  compelled  to  decline  it. 

Nor  can  I consistently  with  a due  regard  to  pro- 
priety attend  the  festivity  in  order  “to  address  the 
ppople”  on  the  occasion.  My  colleague  and  my- 
self have  both  fully  expressed  our  ooinions  on  this 
and  most  of  the  other  important  subjects,  which 
claimed  the  attention  of  congress  atitslate  session, 
in  our  appropriate  places  in  the  senate.  What  we 
said  has  bpen  published  and  is  in  the  hands  of  our 
constituents.  If  additional  light  is  wanted,  as  far 
as  I am  concerned,  I shall  cheerfully  respond,  when 
called  on  lor  that  purpose,  by  any  portion  of  my 
constituents;  but  in  Ihe  present  case,  w here  from 
what  has  been  stated,  it  is  obvious,  that  different 
opinions  are  entertained  by  your  invited  guest  and 
myself  on  a question  which  cannot  but  be  promi- 
nently noticed  at  your  festival,  my  presence  could 
not  be  very  agreeable  either  to  him  or  myself. 

In  stating  the  reasons  for  my  course  and  the  mo- 
tives which  govern  me,  it  is  far  from  my  intention 
to  cast  censure  on  that  of  my  colleague.  Neither 
of  ns  is  the  rightful  judge  of  the  other,  where  we 
unfortunately  differ  in  the  discharge  of  our  official 
duties.  We  hold  the  same  high  trust  from  the  same 
constituency,  to  whom  alone  we  are  responsible 
for  the  fidelity  and  wisdom  with  which  we  may  dis- 
charge our  duty.  My  object  is  simply  to  assign 


the  reasons  wily  I cannot  accept  your  invitation, 
and  I have  said  as  much  as  1 have,  in  order  to  be 
clearly  understood.  Not  to  have  answered  your 
note  might  have  been  considered  uncivil,  and  have 
exposed  me  to  improper  imputations;  while  it  was 
impossible  to  answer  it,  with  due  regard  to  truth 
and  cannor  and  what  wa3  due  to  myself,  without 
stating  wnatl  have.  With  respect,  yours,  &c. 

JOHN  V.  CALHOUN. 

To  Joseph  A.  Black,  S.  Boatw light,  J.  McCully, 

T.  Center,  W.  Denley,  1.  D.  Mordecai,  J.  C. 

Phillips,  T.  H.  Wade,  and  Robert  Adams,  esqs. 

JUDGE  WHITE  AND  MR.  BELL. 

The  citizens  of  Knoxville  honored  these  gentle- 
men with  a dinner  on  their  return  from  >.  astiing- 
ton.  We  copy  the  subjoined  notice  of  their  re- 
marks from  the  Knoxviiie  Register: 

The  speeches  delivered  by  these  distinguished 
statesmen  at  the  public  dinner  on  Wednesuay  last, 
we  hope  to  be  able  to  lay  belore  our  readers  in  a 
veiy  short  time.  They  are  worthy  ol  their  au- 
thors, oi'  our  noble  slate,  and  of  the  palmiest  days 
ol  our  republic.  Col.  Bell  appeared  among  us 
comparatively  a stranger,  except  Horn  reputation — 
and  although  laboring  under  the  oppressions  con- 
sequent upon  a protracted  and  laborious  session  of 
congress,  and  the  superadded  latigues  of  a long 
journey,  yet  he  fully  came  up  to  a high  public  ex- 
pectation, and  in  a speech  of  about  two  hours 
length  sustained  Ihe  exalted  cbaractei  he  has  ac- 
quired and  the  glorious  cause  lie  has  so  zealously 
espoused  in  the  councils  of  the  nation.  Judge 
White  spoke  about  an  hour  and  a hail,  and  in  our 
estimation  surpassed  any  tormer  effort  ol  his, 
which  we  have  witnessed.  He  gave  a lull  and  lu- 
cid exposition  of  his  present  political  attiiude.  In 
relation  lo  the  next  presidential  election,  he,  as 
well  as  col.  Bell,  declared  they  were  uncommitted 
to  the  support  of  any  person  or  party — That 
they  were  bound  alone  to  their  principles — those 
impoitant  and  immutable  principles  upon  which 
gen.  Jackson’s  earjy  election  was  advocated  and 
sustained.  That  the  most  important  ol  these  prin- 
ciples w'ere,  a retrenchment  of  the  extravagant  ex- 
penditures of  the  public  money,  a limitation- of  the 
powers  of  the  executive,  and  a reform  of  those 
abuses  by  which  the  power  and  patronage  ot  the 
government  were  used  to  perpetuate  the  reign  of 
the  then  existing  functionaries — that  these  were 
the  great  and  leading  objects  for  w hich  gen.  Jack- 
son  was  supported  against  J.  Q.  Adams  in  1828 — 
That  they  are  as  sacred  and  worthy  of  effort  now, 
as  they  were  then,  and  that  consistency  and  patriot- 
ism require  that  Tennessee  and  the  old  Jackson 
party  should  rally  upon  the  same  ground,  and  en- 
deavore  to  bring  about  precisely  the  same  salutary 
reforms,  by  putting  down  the  administration  of  Mr. 
Van  Buren.  Judge  White  repudiated  the  idea  that 
he  and  Mr.  Van  Buren  were  ever  of  the  same  party, 
so  far  as  principles  are  concerned.  Mr.  Van  Buren 
was  for  a high  tariff,  while  he  was  opposed  to  it — 
was  forinternal  improvements,  while  iiewas  against 
it.  Mr.  Van  Buren  is  now  for  an  increase  of  ex- 
ecutive power,  while  judge  White  is  for  diminish- 
ing and  limiting  it.  His  whole  practice  sanctions 
as  legitimate  a liberal  use  of  power  and  patronage 
in  advancing  and  sustaining  his  party,  while  judge 
White’s  ideas  of  political  integrity,  as  w'ell  as  true 
policy,  forbid  it— and  Mr.  Van  Buren  is  for  a trea- 
sury bank,  while  he  is  opposed  to  it. 

Judge  White  said  it  was  possible  that  some  can- 
didate for  the  presidency  might  yet  be  brought  for- 
ward who  would  be  more  acceptable  to  himself  than 
either  Mr.  Clay,  or  Mr.  Van  Buren,  but  that  (his 
was,  from  present  appearances,  improbable;  and 
that  if  no  other  candidates  than  these  should  be 
presented,  upon  a fair  and  just  comparison  of  their 
claims,  an  attachment  to  great  political  principles 
which  he  has  ever  cherished  and  a sacred  regard 
for  the  general  welfare  of  the  country  would  not 
suffer  him  long  to  hesitate  in  giving  to  Mr.  Clay  a 
decided  preference. 

But  we  will  not  by  further  anticipating  increase 
the  anxiety  of  mil  readers  to  see  these  speeches. 
We  wish  most  ardently  that  every  individual  of 
these  gentlemen’s  constituency  could  have  been 
present  to  hear  lor  themselves  this  able  and  lucid 
exposition  of  the  course  which  consistency  and 
political  integrilyrequire  them  to  adopt  and  pursue. 


THE  CHEROKEES. 

Head  Quarters  Eastern  Division, 
Cherokee  Jlgency,  July  30,  1838 
Sir:  I have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  excel- 
lency’s letter  of  the  21st  instant,  offering  to  pardon 
and  cause  to  be  released  twelve  Cherokees  now  iu 
the  penitentiary  of  Georgia. 

But  a little  time  before,  instructions  were  receiv- 
ed from  the  secretary  of  war  on  the  same  subject, 
and  I am  happy  to  be  anticipated  in  my  request 
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founded  thereupon,  by  the  generous  oiler  in  ques- 
tion. 

I send  with  this  communication  Mr.  Hildebrand, 


If  it  has  not  terminated  satisfactorily  to  all,  the  , civil  war  has  caused,  and  the  unanimous  voice  ot 
disaffected  must  make  the  most  reasonable  allow- , the  people  calls  for  public  happiness  by  the  main- 
ancas  for  the  principal  actors  in  this  scene.  They  | tenance  of  peace  and  order. 


a part  Cherokee  and  a trusty  and  intelligent  young  have  had  parts  to  perform  of  the  most  delicate  and  Were  the  latter  not  based  on  such  solid  lounda- 

v ’ ' responsible  nature.  They  have  had  an  injured  na- 1 tions,  the  differences  of  the  republic  with  the 

tion's  wounds  to  bind  up,  and  at  the  same  time  to  j French  government  would  draw  down  general  ex 


man,  to  receive  and  bring  to  this  place  the  Chero- 
kee prisoners.  He  is  provided  with  sufficient 
funds,  by  the  nation,  to  defray  all  necessary  ex- 
penses in  going  and  returning. 

The  Indian  authorities  are  anxious  not  to  leave 
one  of  their  people  behind. 

No  guard  is  supposed  to  be  necessary  to  bring 
the  prisoners  to  this  place,  as  it  is  not  doubted  that 
they  will  be  eager  enough  to  return  to  their  kindred 
and  friends;  and  for  their  protection  on  the  way,  a 
paper  from  your  excellency,  in  ihe  nature  of  a pass- 
port, it  is  supposed,  will  be  all-sufficient. 

The  whole  body  of  Ihe  Cherokees  remaining  to 
be  emigrated,  evince  the  best  dispositions,  and  Ihe 
emigration  to  tile  west  will  be  renewed  the  begin- 
ning of  the  month  after  the  next. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &>’.  Stc.  &c. 

(Signed)  WINFIELD  SCOTT. 

Ilia  ex.  George  R.  Gilmer , governor  of  Georgia. 


The  Hamilton  Gazette,  printed  at  Ross’s  Land- 
ing, in  Tennessse,  says: 

••The  collection  cl  the  Indians  commenced  on 
the  25th  oi  May  las!,  under  the  direction  of  major 
general  Scott,  and,  at  the  present  time,  all  the  In- 
dians are  collected  at  the  different  depots — about 
8, (ini)  at  the  Cherokee  agency — 2,000  at  this  place 
— 1,500  at  a new  camp,  12  miles  from  the  agency 
— and  800  at  Fort  Payne,  Alabama.  These  num- 
bers comprise  all  the  Indians  in  the  territorial 
limits  of  the  nation,  with  the  exception  of  a few 
who  have  pledged  their  words  to  come  in  in  proper 
time. 

“The  whole  number  of  Indians  in  the  nation  on 
the  23d  May  was  estimated  at  16,000;  out  of  this 
number,  about  2,600  were  despatched  by  the  super- 
intendent, by  water,  to  their  new  homes  in  ihe 
west,  during  the  month  of  June.  They  are  divid- 
ed into  three  parties.  The  first,  consisting  of  950, 
started  about  the  15th  of  June,  under  the  following 
officers:  Lieut.  Davis,  (J  S.  artillery,  conductor; 
Messrs.  Reeves,  Walder,  and  Cox,  assistants;  and 
Messrs.  Oates  and  Folger,  physicians.  The  second 
party  of  S00  started  about  the  10th  of  June,  under 
the  following  officers:  Lieut.  Whiteiy,  U.  S.  artil- 
lery, conductoi;  Messrs.  John  Hooke  and  P.  Price, 
assistants;  Messrs.  Hudson  and  Morrow,  physicians. 
The  third  party,  consisting  of  1,070,  started  about 
16th  June,  in  wagons,  for  Waterloo,  Alabama, 
wlv.-re  they  were  to  be  embarked  in  boats.  The 
officers  in  charge  of  the  party  are  Henry  Bateman, 
conductor;  Messrs.  Goody  and  Standifee,  assist- 
ants; Messrs.  Hoyle  and  Willoughby,  physicians. 

“We  understand  the  first  party  mentioned  reach- 
ed the  Western  Nation  in  20  days,  without  the  loss 
of  a life.  The  second  party  is  presumed  to  be  near 
the  borders  of  the  Western  Nation;  and  the  third 
party  has,  perhaps,  by  this  time,  reached  the  Mis- 
sissippi river. 

“On  account  of  the  season,  gen.  Scott,  on  the 
lSih  of  June,  suspended  the  emigration  until  the 
1st  of  September  next,  at  which  time  vigorous  ope- 
rations will  be  commenced;  in  the  mean  time,  no- 
thing will  be  done  except  to  subsist  the  Indians  at 
different  depots.” 

From  the  Hamilton  (Tenn.)  Gazette , Avgust  9. 

The  conference  between  gen.  Scott  and  the 
Cherokee  council  is  at  length  ended.  The  chiefs 
of  the  nation  have  undertaken  the  transportation 
of  the  remainder  of  the  people  to  their  new  homes. 
It  is  now  a national  movement  on  the  part  of  the 
Indians,  and  for  the  first  time  there  is  something 
like  a unanimity  of  feeling  and  concurrence  of  the 
whole  tribe.  They  have  agreed  on  their  part,  to 
furnish  all  the  subsistence  and  means  of  transpor- 
tation that  may  be  necessary  to  render  the  Indians 
comfortable  on  their  journey  to  the  west,  and  to 
commence  the  removal  by  the  first  of  September, 
in  detachments  of  about  one  thousand  each,  and, 
after  the  departure  of  the  lirst,  to  have  every  con- 
secutive detachment  to  start  in  a very  few  days. — 
It  is  computed  that  ail  the  Indians  can  be  removed 
in  twelve  detachments,  and  I hat  the  last  will  leave 
by  the  20th  of  October.  ‘General  Scott,  on  the 
part  of  the  government,  has  agreed  to  allow  sixty- 
five  dollars  per  head  for  removal,  and  furnish  in 
advance  one-half  of  the  amount.  Each  detach- 
ment will  be  conducted  exclusively  by  their  own 
people,  accompanied  by  one  or  two  physicians, 
who  will,  we  suppose,  receive  their  appointments 
from  general  Scott,  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
chiefs.  Until  the  departure  of  each  detachment, 
the  Indians  are  to  be  subsisted  by  the  government. 

Thus  is  settled,  we  hope  forever,  one  of  the  most 
difficult  and  complex  questions  which  the  govern- 
ment has  had  to  contend  with  since  the  last  war. — 


avoid  coinpromitting  the  interest  or  honor  ot  the 
United  States.  In  ihe  fulfilment  of  the  duties  as- j 
signed  them,  they  have  had  to  tear  asunder  the 
cords  of  ariection  which  bound  a noble  tribe  of 
people  to  their  natal  soil  and  the  burial  grounds  of 
their  fathers,  and  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet  force 
them  to  march  to  another  land.  These  things,  no 
doubt,  combined  to  influence  general  Scott  to  run 
the  risk  oi  incurring  the  displeasure  of  many  who 
have  made  sacrifices  on  the  faith  of  the  promises 
held  out  to  the  public.  He  was  no  doubt  willing 
even  to  abridge  his  own  well-deserved  popularity 
if  it  would  dissipate  the  gloom  and  sonovv  which 
rested  upon  the  Cherokees.  Then  let  every  lip  be 
closed  and  every  pen  be  dried  that  would  reflect  on 
that  brave  and  venerated  officer  for  the  course  he 
has  pursued. 

From  the  New  York  American  of  Ihe  23 d inst ; 

As  we  have  seen  several  statements  implying 
that  these  Indians  were  still  dissatisfied,  and  sub- 
ject, in  consequence,  to  harsh  treatment  by  the 
forces  ordered  to  superintend  their  emigration,  we 
take  pleasure  in  imparting,  on  unquestionable  au- 
thority, the  following  facts: 

The  whole  of  the  Cherokees  were,  on  the  31st 
ult.  collected  in  four  camps — of  whom  eight  thou- 
sand were  around  the  head  quarters  of  gen.  Scott, 
and  the  remainder,  about  tour  thousand,  in  three 
other  camps — in  addition  to  three  thousand  sent  off 
to  the  west  in  June.  They  are  perfectly  content  to 
emigrate  as  soon  as  the  cool  season  shall  return. — 
The  general  lakes  care  to  see  them  well  fed  and 
well  clothed,  furnished  with  tents,  physicians,  me- 
dicines, and  hospital  stores.  The  camp  is  aboul 
12  miles  by  4 — covered  with  wood  and  shade — and 
supplied  with  40  or  50  good  springs  and  running 
streams,  with  the  beautiful  High-wassee  river 
touching  it  on  one  side.  T he  Indians  are  cheerful, 
and  confide  unreservedly  in  the  general,  who  has 
succeeded  in  making  an  arrangement  vvirh  them, 
by  which  they  are  to  conduct  the  emigration  them- 
selves, the  government  furnishing,  from  time  to 
time,  upon  the  general’s  requisitions,  out  of  the  pur- 
chase money  stipulated  to  be  paid  to  the  Indians — 
amounting  to  more  than  six  millions  of  dollars — 
funds  lor  carrying  on  the  removal.  The  chiefs 
and  head  men  are  already  engaging  wagons  and  or- 
ganizing parties  for  the  land  route.  Two  regiments 
only,  the  4th  infantry  and  3d  artillery,  are  retained 
by  the  general,  rather  for  protection  to  the  Indians 
than  as  a guard  over  them.  The  militia  are  all  dis- 
charged. No  sentinels  are  posted  over  any  of  the 
Indian  camps,  and  none  are  wanted.  The  Indians 
not  only  do  not  attempt  escape,  but  they  could  not 
be  driven  away. 

We  rejoice  in  being  able  to  communicate  these 
facts,  which  soften  so  much  the  rigor  of  the  deci- 
sion that  dooms  these  Indians  to  deportation,  and 
which  redound  so  much  to  the  honor  of  general 
Scott. 


MEXICO. 

The  following  is  the  speech  of  president  Bnsta-  shoul 
mento,  delivered  at  the  close  of  the  session  of  the 
national  congress  on  the  30th,  of  which  we  pub- 
lished an  extract  in  the  last  “Register.” 

Gentlemen:  The  constitutional  term  which  fin- 
ishes this  day,  presents  circumstances  as  important 
for  the  republic  as  they  are  worthy  the  attention 
and  examination  of  its  legislators.  Whether  the 
internal  condition  of  the  country  or  its  external  re- 
lations be  considered,  you  will  discover  during  the 
period  which  has  transpired  since  January  of  the 
present  year,  the  favor  of  Providence  and  the  pro- 
tection which  it  has  dispensed  among  us  to  secure 
the  peace  and  the  renown  of  Mexico  among  civil- 
ized nations.  Turn  your  eyes,  gentlemen,  to  the 
difficulty  in  which  we  are  now  involved,  and  re 


ecr.ition  upon  the  seditious.  The  friendly  rela- 
tions which  existed  with  France  have  been  inter- 
rupted, its  naval  forces  now  blockade  our  most  im- 
portant harbois,  anil  commit  other  hostilities.  Th? 
ultimatum  ol  the  French  minister  is  as  inaduiissa- 
ble  as  the  dignity  and  honor  of  the  Mexican  na- 
tion are  invariable.  Consequently,  the  negocia- 
tions  have  become  complicated,  and  the  difficulties 
on  both  sides  have  reached  the  highest  point,  in 
spite  of  the  loyal  efforts  and  intentions  ot  the  go- 
vernment of  the  republic  to  prevent  tluse  alterca- 
tions by  honorable  measures  lor  both  countries. 

As  congress  is  already  informed  ol  the  preten- 
sions of  tne  French  government  and  Ihe  grave  in- 
juries and  offences  which  the  nation  have  suffered 
liorn  its  hostilities,  it  cannot  fail  to  appreciate  at 
its  proper  value  the  prudent  and  dignified  conduct 
of  the  executive.  It  honor  were  not  the  dearest 
attribute  of  a free  republic,  or  it  a war  belween  two 
iii.  ndly  powers  were  less  prejudiced  to  our  inter- 
ests and  w elfare,  it  might  be -thought  that  the  go- 
wrr.menl  should  have  inclined  to  one  of  those  ex- 
tremes which  it  has  ever  sought  to  avoid.  But 
you,  gentlemen,  are  well  impressed  with  the  ad- 
vantages of  that  system  of  firmness  and  modera- 
tion which  has  obtained  that  respect  which  the 
name  of  the  republic  merits  for  the  preservation  of 
its  peaceful  relations  with  foreign  powers. 

The  hostilities  committed  by  the  French  naval 
forces,  and  the  blockade  su tiered  by  oui  ports, 
would  have  justified  the  severest  rcpiisals  on  the 
part  of  the  republic.  But,  gentlemen,  since  the 
government  has  firmly  established  the  nation,  it  has 
thought  it  best  to  conciliate  the  French  cabinet  by 
its  generous  moderation,  that  it  may  adopt  another 
line  of  conduct  more  consonant  with  decorum  arid 
the  interest  of  both  countries. 

I cannot  decide  with  certainty  what  will  be  the 
termination  of  these  unhappy  differences,  but  I can 
assure  you  that  whatever  it  may  be,  it  will  com- 
port with  the  dignity  of  the  Mexican  nation.  Dis- 
posed to  sustain,  in  case  of  emergency,  a war 
which  we  shall  not  have  provoked,  and  desirous  of 
an  honorable  peace  between  Mexico  and  France, 
the  policy  to  be  pursued  by  us  under  such  circum- 
stances, cannot  be  questionable. 

You  are  aware  that  the  United  States  have  ac- 
cepted the  arbitration  of  a friendly  power,  propos- 
ed to  them  by  the  government  of  the  republic,  for 
the  re-establishment  of  the  amity  and  harmony  so 
unfortunately  interrupted.  If  I have  deplored  the 
unhappy  state  of  our  relations,  I have  never  doubt- 
ed that  that  cabinet  will  aid  in  the  rational  and  just 
accommodation  of  the  philanthropic  sentiments  ex- 
isting between  Mexico  and  the  United  States.  I 
am  now  far  from  reviving  the  mutual  complaints 
which  have  been  made.  Let  the  two  governments 
apply  themselves  entirely  to  a definite  and  satisfac- 
tory arrangement,  by  which  the  differences  which 
have  endangered  the  continuance  of  peace  with  our 
neighbors,  may  be  forgotten.  The  neutrality  law 
lately  passed  by  the  two  houses  of  the  American 
congress,  and  the  assurances  given  to  our  minister, 
satisfy  us  with  respect  to  their  frank  and 
sincere  intentions. 

The  friendship  of  the  republic  wdlh  the  other 
European  and  American  powers,  has  extended  to 
Belgium,  and  the  new  state  of  the  equator.  Their 
governments  have  sent  plenipotentiari  -s  fully  accre- 
dited to  accomplish  negotiations  with  a view  to 
give  an  impulse  to  commercial  transactions  with 
those  countries.  The  government  of  the  republic 
will  receive  them  with  all  the  attention  which  the 
reciprocal  advantages  they  will  confer,  and  the  pro- 
gress'of  our  foreign  relations  alike  merit. 

I regret  sincerely  that  1 cannot  announce  to  you 
the  opening  of  the  campaign  of  Texas.  Your  wis- 
dom will  enable  you  to  appreciate  the  incapability 
of  the  government  to  overcome  all  the  difficulties  in 
(lie  case.  Fortunately,  they  ad  depend  upon  acci- 


flecl  upon  the  numerous  embarrassments  we  have 
overcome,  and  upon  the  necessity  of  general  and  I dental  circumstances,' which  will  ultimately  disap- 


onstant  co-operation,  in  order  to  ward  off  those 
evils  which  may  otherwise  aflliot  our  country. 

Tranquillity  is  being  re-established;  and  the 
hands  of  rebels  who  succeeded  temporarily  in  dis- 
turbing it  in  certain  quarters,  have  been  discom- 
fitted  by  the  arms  of  the  republic.  The  paltry  few 
that  remain  will  soon  disappear,  and  file  safety  of 
the  public  roads  and  villages  be  perfectly  estab- 
lished. It  must  be  a source  of  satisfaction  to  the 
national  representatives  that  the  rebellion  has  been 
so  promptly  put  down.  The  reflection  that  the 
good  sense  of  the  people  opposes  invincible  obsta- 
cles to  seditions,  is  a still  greater  cause  of  congratu- 
lation. All  concur  in  regretting  the  evils  which 


pear  and  leave  the  government  free  to  employ  ite 
resources  and  power  in  restoring  the  integrity  of  its 
territory. 

The  stagnation  of  foreign  commerce,  although  it 
has  severely  affected  all  its  ramifications,  has  like- 
wise demonstrated  the  infernal  resources  of  the  na- 
tion, and  the  necessity  of  a system  of  internal  af- 
fairs by  which  the  revenue  of  the  administration 
may  be  provided  for.  This  labor,  so  worthy  of  the 
house,  would  terminate  the  necessities  of  the  trea- 
sury. To  remedy  this  evil  as  much  as  possible 
should  be  one  oT  ihe  first  objecls  of  your  attention. 

I must  not  omit  the  wants  which  foi  many  years 
the  greater  portions  of  the  officers  and  valiant  troops 
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of  the  government  have  suffered  with  that  exem- 
plary patience  which  it  is  to  be  expected  from  true 
republicans.  They  would  suffer  still  more  were  it 
requisite,  but  congress  and  the  government  should 
zealously  protect  these  faithful  servantsof  the  coun- 
try. 

The  army,  police,  and  system  of  internal  affairs 
being  thoroughly  organized,  nothing  can  occur 
to  shake  the  foundations  of  public  tranquillity.  The 
national  character,  w hich  at  various  political  crises, 
has  been  so  nobly  developed,  will  be  the  pritnum 
mobile  of  the  fruitful  elements  of  this  privileged  soil 
and  of  general  prosperity.  Our  foreign  ditferences 
will  either  terminate  honorably,  or  will  occasion 
new  motives  to  induce  the  public  to  pursue  its  de- 
termination for  the  defence  ot  its  national  rights. 
You,  gentlemen,  constitute  one  of  the  firmest  pillars 
of  the  country,  and  your  legitimate  duties  at  the 
next  session,  will  doubtless  comport  with  the  great 
object  which  distinguishes  the  constitutional  com- 
pact. Consider  well  the  important  and  multitudi- 
nous duties  of  the  executive,  and  continue  to  assist 
him  with  the  most  ardent  zeal  and  the  most  unfail- 
ing confidence. 

From  a communication  made  to  the  minister 
of  war  and  marine,  by  the  commandant  gene- 
ral of  the  state  of  Tamaulipas,  we  learn  that 
the  sloop  Gualpan,  having  put  off  from  Tam- 
pico to  embark  some  effects  on  board  the  British 
packet,  was  boarded  by  three  armed  boats  from  the 
French  blockading  brig.  The  British  consul,  who 
had  hoisted  his  flag  on  board  the  said  sloop,  and 
was  himself  steering  her,  was  removed  from  the 
helm,  and  ordered  on  board  the  French  brig.  He, 
however,  resisted  the  demand,  protested  against 
such  hostile  proceedings,  and  insisted  that  the 
vessel  should  be  searched.  After  a short  de- 
tention he  was  sttlfered  to  proceed;  and  after  pla- 
cing the  objects  in  question  on  board  the  packet, 
the  sloop  returned  without  further  molestation  to 
Tampico.  We  have  understood  that  it  is  the  in- 
i'ntion  of  the  consul  (Mr.  Craw  ford ) to  make  a 
complaint  to  his  government  of  this  unwarrantable 
invasion  of  his  rights.  [Nut.  Intel. 


APPROPRIATIONS  AND  OFFICES  CREAT- 
ED  IN  1S38. 

Report  of  the  clerk  of  the  house  of  representatives  of 
the  United  Slutes,  in  compliance  with  the  “ act  to 
authorize  the  appointment  of  additional  paymasters, 
and  for  other  purposes ,”  passed  July  4,  1836. 

Office  of  the  house  of  reps,  of  the  U.  S. 

July  IS,  1838. 

In  obedience  to  the  sixth  section  of  the  “act  to  au- 
thorize the  appointment  of  additional  paymasters, 
and  for  other  purposes,”  passed  July  4, 1836,  which 
requires  “the  secretary  of  the  senate  and  clerk  of 
the  house  of  representatives,  as  soon  as  may  be 
after  the  close  of  each  session  of  congress,  to  pub- 
lish a statement  of  all  appropriations  made  during 
the  session;  and  also  a statement  of  the  new  offices 
created,  and  the  salaries  of  each;  and  also  a state- 
ment of  the  offices,  the  salaries  of  which  are  in- 
creased, and  the  amount  of  such  increase,”  the 
clerk  of  the  house  of  representatives  submits  the 
accompanying  statements. 

WALTER  S.  FRANKLIN,  cleric  ho.  of  reps. 

Statements  of  appropriations  made,  new  offices  created 
with  the  salaries  of  each,  offices  the  salaries  of  which 
are  increased,  with  the  amount  of  such  increase, 
during  the  1st  and  2d  sessions  of  the  25 th  congress 
of  the  United  Stales  of  America. 

July  18,  1838. 

Prepared  by  the  clerk  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives, in  obedience  to  the  6th  section  of  the  act 
of  July  4,  1836,  entitled,  “An  act  to  authorize 
the  appointment  of  additional  paymasters,  and  for 
other  purposes.” 

Statement  of  appropriations  made  during  the  lsf  and 
2d  sessions  of  the  25th  congress  of  the  United 
States  of  America , specifying  the  amount  and  ob- 
ject of  each. 

EXTRA  SESSION,  OR  1ST  SESSION  25TH  CONGRESS. 

H.  R.  9. 

Making  further  appropriations  for  the  year  1837. 
For  pay  and  mileage  of  the  mem- 
bers of  congress  and  delegates  $248,500  00 
For  stationary,  fuel,  printing,  and 
all  other  contingent  expenses  of 
the  senate  30,000  00 

For  stationary,  fuel,  printing,  and 
all  other  contingent  expenses  of 
the  house  of  representatives  50,000  00 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 
navy,  as  enumerated  in  the  act 


of  the  3d  of  March  last,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  amount  appropriated 
by  that  act 

Forthereliefand  protectionof  Ame- 
rican seamen  in  foreign  coun- 
tries 

For  defraying  the  expenses  attend- 
ing the  prosecution  of  the  claim 
of  the  United  States  to  the  legacy 
bequeathed  by  the  late  James 
Smithson,  of  London 

For  contingent  expenses  in  the 
office  of  the  treasurer 

For  preparing,  printing,  and  bind- 
ing documents  ordered  by  the  re- 
solution of  the  senate  of  the  2d 
of  July,  1836,  25th  of  February, 
1837,  and  2d  of  March,  1837,  to 
be  disbursed  under  the  direction 
of  the  committee  to  audit  and 
control  the  contingent  expenses 
of  the  senate 

H.  R.  2. 

Expense  of  issuing  treasury  note3 
H.  r.  8. 

For  suppressing  Indian  hostilities 


120,000  00 

10,000  00 


6,000  00 
500  00 


25.000  00 

20.000  00 
1,600,000  00 


#2,109.000  00 


2d  session  25th  congress, 
h.  r.  224. 


For  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  the  govern- 
ment for  the  year  1838. 

For  pay  and  mileage  of  the  mem- 
bers of  congress  and  delegates  $567,680  00 

For  pay  of  the  officers  and  clerks  of 
the  senate  and  house  of  represen- 
tatives 40,400  00 

For  stationary,  fuel,  printing,  and 
all  other  contingent  expenses  of 
the  senate  60,000  00 

For  stationary,  fuel,  printing,  and 
all  other  contingent  expenses  of 
the  house  of  representatives  225,000  00 

For  compensation  to  the  president 
and  vice  president  of  the  United 
States,  the  secretary  of  state,  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  the  se- 
cretary of  war,  the  secretary  of 
the  navy,  and  the  postmaster  ge- 
neral. 60,000  00 

For  salary  of  secretary  to  sign  pa- 
tents for  public  lands,  per  act  of 
March  2d,  1833  1,500  00 

For  clerks  and  messengers  in  the 

office  of  the  secretary  of  state  20,300  00 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 
department  of  state,  including 
publishing  and  distributing  the 
laws  25,000  00 

For  the  superintendent  and  watch- 
men of  the  northeast  executive 
building  1,500  00 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said 
building,  including  fuel,  labor, 
oil,  and  repairs  3,350  00 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and 
messengers  in  the  office  of  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  16,450  00 

For-  compensation  to  the  clerks  in 
said  office,  per  act  of  23d  June, 

1836  3,600  00 


For  compensation  to  the  first  comp- 
troller of  the  treasury 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and 
messengers  in  the  office  of  the 
first  comptroller 

For  compensation  to  the  second 
comptroller 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and 
messenger  in  the  office  of  the  se- 
cond comptroller,  including  the 
compensation  of  two  clerks  trans- 
ferred from  the  office  of  the  fourth 
auditor 

For  compensation  to  the  first  au- 
ditor of  the  treasury 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and 
messenger  in  the  office  of  the 
first  auditor 

F or  compensation  to  the  second  au- 
ditor of  the  treasury 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and 
messenger  in  the  office  of  the 
second  auditor 

For  compensation  to  the  third  au- 
ditor 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and 
messengers  in  the  office  of  the 
third  auditor 


3,500  00 

19,300  00 

3,000  00 

12.250  00 

3.000  00 

15.900  00 

8.000  00 

17.900  00 

3,000  00 

27.250  00 


For  compensation  to  two  additional 
clerks,  employed  under  the  act 
of  the-  18th  January,  1837,  for 
the  payment  of  horses  and  other 
property  lost  or  destroyed 
For  compensation  to  the  fourth  au- 
ditor 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and 
messenger  in  the  office  of  the 
fourth  auditor 

For  an  additional  clerk  in  the  same, 
to  carry  into  effect  the  act  of  the 
8d  March  last,  for  the  more  equi- 
table administration  of  the  pen- 
sion fund 

For  compensation  to  the  fifth  audi- 
tor 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and 
messenger  in  the  office  of  the 
fifth  auditor 

For  compensation  to  the  treasurer 
of  the  United  States 
For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and 
messenger  in  the  office  of  the 
treasurer  of  the  United  States 
For  compensation  to  the  register  of 
the  treasury 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and 
messengers  in  the  office  of  the  re- 
gister of  treasury 
For  compensation  of  the  commis- 
sioner of  the  general  land  office, 
per  act  of  4th  July,  1836 
For  compensation  of  the  recorder, 
solicitor,  draughtsman  aud  assis- 
tant draughtsman,  clerks,  mes- 
sengers, and  packers,  in  the  office 
of  the  commissioner  of  the  gen- 
eral land  office 

For  compensation  to  the  solicitor  of 
the  treasury 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and 
messenger  in  the  office  of  the  so- 
licitor of  the  treasury 
For  expenses  of  stationary,  print- 
ing, and  all  other  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  treasury  depart- 
ment, viz: 

For  the  office  of  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury,  including  coprying, 
and  expenses  incurred  in  conse- 
quence of  the  burning  of  the  trea- 
sury building 

For  translating  foreign  languages, 
and  for  receivingand  transmitting 
passports  and  sea-letters,  in  the 
office  of  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury 

For  stating  and  printing  public  ac- 
counts 

For  the  office  of  the  first  comp- 
troller 

For  the  office  of  the  second  comp- 
troller 

For  the  office  of  the  first  auditor 
For  the  office  of  the  second  auditor 
For  the  office  of  the  third  auditor, 
including  $1,450,  the  estimated 
amount  due  to  printers  for  pub- 
lishing rules  and  regulations,  and 
notices  to  claimants,  under  the 
act  of  the  ISth  of  January,  1837, 
to  provide  for  the  payment  of 
horses  and  other  property  lost  or 
destroyed  in  the  military  service 
of  the  United  States 
For  the  office  of  the  fourth  auditor 
For  the  office  of  the  fifth  auditor 
For  the  office  of  the  treasurer  of  the 
United  States 

For  the  office  of  the  register  of  the 
treasury 

For  the  office  of  the  solicitor  of  the 
treasury,  including  $500  for  the 
purchase  of  books 
For  compensation  of  superintendent 
and  two  watchmen  for  the  addi- 
tional building  for  the  use  of  the 
general  land  office  • 

For  compensation  of  the  superin- 
tendent and  watchmen  of  the 
southeast  executive  building 
For  contingent  expenses  of  the 
building  occupied  by  the  trea- 
sury, including  fuel,  oil,  labor, 
repairs,  furniture,  and  for  rent, 
amounting  to  $4,350  per  annum 
For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and 
messengers  in  the  office  of  the  se- 
cretary of  war,  including  the  mes- 
senger in  the  bounty  land  bureau 


2,400  00 
3,000  00 

15,950  00 


1,000  00 
3,000  00 

9,800  00 
3,000  00 

10,750  00 
3,000  00 

24,200  00 

3,000  00 


107,850  00 
3,500  00 

3,960  00 


12,500  00 


300  00 

1,400  00 

2,000  00 

1,500  00 
1,000  00 
1,000  00 


2,250  00 
1,000  00 
1,000  00 

1,300  00 

3,000  00 


1,500  00 


1,050  00 
2,100  00 


12,000 


13,250  00 
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For  contingent  expenses  of  the  of- 
fice of  the  secretary  of  war 
For  books,  maps,  and  plans  for  the 
war  department 

For  compensation  of  extra  clerks, 
when  employed  in  said  office 
For  compensation  of  the  commis- 
sioner of  Indian  affairs 
For  compensation  of  the  clerks  and 
messenger  in  the  office  of  the 
commissioner  of  Indian  affairs 
For  contingent  expenses  of  said 
office 

For  compensation  of  the  commis- 
sioner of  pensions,  including  five 
hundred  dollars  for  deficiency  in 
the  appropriation  lor  1837 
For  compensation  of  clerks  trans- 
ferred from  the  office  of  the  se- 
cretary of  war  to  the  office  of  the 
commissioner  of  pensions 
For  compensation  to  clerks  and 
messengers  for  the  office  of  the 
commissioner  of  pensions  author- 
ized by  the  act  of  9th  May,  1336 
For  compensation  to  clerks  and 
messenger  in  the  office  of  the 
paymaster  general 
For  contingent  expenses  of  said 
office 

For  compensation  of  the  clerk  and 
messenger  in  the  office  of  the 
commanding  general 
For  contingent  expenses  of  said  of- 
fice 

For  compensation  to  clerks  and 
messenger  in  the  office  of  the 
adjutant  general 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said 
office 

For  compensation  of  clerks  and 
messenger  in  the  office  of  the 
quartermaster  general 
For  contingent  expenses  of  said 
office 

For  compensation  of  clerks  and 
messenger  in  the  office  of  the 
commissary  general  of  purchases 
For  contingent  expenses  of  said 
office 

For  compensation  of  clerks  and 
messenger  in  the  office  of  the 
commissary  general  of  subsist- 
ence 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said 
office 

For  compensation  of  clerks  and 
messenger  in  the  office  of  the  chief 
engineer 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  of- 
fice, including  one  thousand  dol- 
lars for  expenses  attending  the 
removal  of  the  office 
For  compensation  to  clerk  and 
messenger  in  the  office  of  the  sur- 
geon general 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said 
office 

For  compensation  of  clerks  and 
messenger  in  the  ordnance  office 
For  contingent  expenses  of  said 
office 

For  compensation  of  the  clerks  and 
messenger  in  the  topographical 
bureau 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said 
bureau 

For  compensation  of  superinten- 
dent and  watchmen  of  the  north- 
west executive  building 
For  contingent  expenses  of  said 
building, including  rent  of  bounty 
land  office  ; for  improving  the 
grounds  for  a new  building;  for 
land  for  the  engine-  house,  author- 
ized by  the  act  of  March  3d, 
1837;  and  for  the  contingencies 
of  the  fire  engines  and  apparatus 
For  compensation  of  the  clerks  and 
messengers  in  the  office  of  the  se- 
cretary of  the  navy 
For  contingent  expenses  of  said 
office 

For  compensation  of  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  navy  board 
For  compensation  to  the  secretary 
of  the  navy  board 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and 
messenger  of  the  navy  board 
For  contingent  expenses  of  said 
office 


$•3,000  00 
1,000  00 
3,000  00 

3.000  00 

16,400  00 

2.000  00 

3.500  00 
4,800  00 

13,450  00 

6,100  00 

300  00 

1.500  00 
300  00 

7.650  00 
1,600  00 

7.300  00 
600  00 

4,200  00 
800  00 

I 

4.300  00 
2,600  00 

5.650  00 

2,000  00 

1.650  00 
700  00 

5.650  00 
915  00 

2.500  00 
1,235  00 

2,250  00 

5,300  00 

12,850  00 

3.000  00 

10.500  00 

2.000  00 
8,450  00 
1,800  00 


For  salary  of  superintendent  and 
watchman  of  the  southwest  exe- 
cutive building 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said 
building 

For  compensation  to  three  assistant 
postmasters  general,  per  act  3d 
July,  1336 

For  compensation  to  clerks  and 
messengers  in  the  general  post 
office 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said 
office,  including  four  thousand 
dollars  for  rent  and  fuel  for  the 
auditor’s  office 

For  arrearages  for  the  year  1837 
For  compensation  of  two  watchmen 
For  compensation  to  the  auditor  of 
the  post  office 

For  compensation  to  clerks  and 
messengers  in  said  office 
For  contingent  expenses  of  said 
office,  including  the  expense  of 
quarterly  books,  stationary,  print- 
ing, pay  of  laborers,  and  arrear- 
age of  expenses  incidental  to  the 
occupation  of  the  new  office 
For  compensation  of  the  surveyor 
general  northwest  of  the  Ohio 
For  compensation  to  clerks  in  his 
office,  per  acts  of  9th  May,  1836 
For  compensation  to  the  surveyor 
general  for  Illinois  and  Missouri 
For  compensation  to  clerks  in  the 
office  of  said  surveyor  general, 
per  acts  of  9th  May,  1836 
For  compensation  to  the  surveyor 
general  of  Arkansas 
For  compensation  of  cleiks  in  the 
office  of  said  surveyor  general 
For  compensation  of  the  surveyor 
general  of  Louisiana 
For  compensation  to  clerks  in  the 
office  of  said  surveyor  general, 
per  acts  of  9th  May,  1836 
For  compensation  of  the  surveyor 
general  of  Mississippi 
For  compensation  of  clerks  in  the 
office  of  said  surveyor  general, 
per  acts  of  the  9th  of  May,  1836 
For  compensation  of  th.e  surveyor 
general  of  Alabama 
For  compensation  of  clerks  in  the 
office  of  said  surveyor  general, 
per  acts  of  9tli  May,  1836,  includ- 
ing one  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars  for  additional  clerk-hire  in 
preparing  the  survey  and  return 
of  the  Cherokee  cession 
For  compensation  of  the  surveyor 
general  of  Florida 
For  compensation  of  clerks  in  the 
office  of  said  surveyor  general 
For  compensation  to  the  commis- 
sioner of  public  buildings  in 
Washington 

For  compensation  to  three  assistants 
to  the  commissioner,  as  superin- 
tendent of  the  Potomac  bridge; 
for  the  expense  ofoil  for  the  lamps 
For  compensation  to  the  officers 
and  clerks  ol  the  mint 
For  pay  of  laborers  in  the  various 
departments  of  the  mint,  and  for 
contingent  expenses 
For  compensation  to  the  officers 
and  clerk  of  the  branch  mint  at 
Charlotte,  North  Carolina 
For  pay  of  laborers  in  the  various 
departments  of  the  same 
For  wastage  of  gold,  and  for  con- 
tingent expenses  of  the  same 
For  renewing  Ihe  roof  of  the  mint 
at  Charlotte,  North  Carolina 
For  compensation  to  the  officers 
and  clerk  of  the  branch  mint  at 
Dahlonega.  Georgia 
For  pay  of  laborers  in  the  various 
departments  of  the  same 
For  wastage  of  gold,  and  for  con- 
tingent expenses  of  the  same 
For  enclosing  the  mint  lot,  and  for 
buildings 

For  compensation  to  the  officers 
and  clerks  of  the  branch  mint  at 
New  Orleans 

For  pay  of  laborers  in  Ihe  various 
departments  ol  the  same 
For  wastage  of  gold  and  silver,  and 
for  contingent  expenses  of  the 
same 


1,250  00 
3,350  00 

7,500  00 

48,600  00 

12.500  00 
6,749  98 

600  00 

3.000  00 

55.500  00 

7,437  00 

2.000  00 

6.300  00 

2,000  00 

3,200  00 

2,000  00 

3.000  00 

2.000  00 

4.300  00 

2,000  00 

500  00 

2,000  00 


2,820  00 
2,000  00 
2,000  00 

2,300  00 

1,942  50 
20,400  00 

14,600  00 

6,000  00 
3,600  00 
5,400  00 
2,000  00 

6,000  00 
3,800  00 
4,000  00 
7,500  00 

12,900  00 

22,000  00 

27,100  00 


For  compensation  of  the  governor, 
judges,  and  secretary  of  Wiscon- 
sin territory 

For  contingent  expenses,  pay,  and 
mileage  of  tile  members  ol  tl.e 
legislative  assembly;  pjjy  of  offi- 
cers ol  the  council,  a iTTl  taking 
Ihe  census  of  said  territory,  and 
for  printing  the  laws;  lor  furni- 
ture and  rent  of  buildings 
For  compensation  ol  the  governor, 
judges,  and  secretary  ol  the  ter- 
ritory ol  Florida 

For  contingent  expenses,  pay,  and 
mileage  of  the  members  of  the 
legislative  council  of  said  terri- 
tory; pay'  of  the  officers  of  the 
council,  and  for  copy irig  the  laws 
for  the  printer 

For  compensation  to  the  chief  jus- 
tice, the  associate  judges,  and 

district  judges  of  the  United 
States 

For  compensation  of  the  chief  jus- 
tice and  associate  judges  of  the 
District  ol  Columbia,  and  of  the 
judge  of  the  orphans’  courts  of 
said  district 

For  compensation  to  the  attorney 
general  of  the  United  States 
For  compensation  of  clerk  and  mes- 
senger in  Ihe  office  of  the  attor- 
ney general 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said 
office 

For  compensation  to  the  reporter 
of  the  decisions  of  the  supreme 
cou:t 

For  compensation  to  the  district  at- 
torneys and  marshals,  as  granted 
by  law,  including  those  in  the 
several  territories 

For  defray  ing  the  expenses  of  the 
supreme  court  and  the  district 
courts  of  the  United  States,  in- 
cluding the  District  of  Columbia; 
also,  for  jurors  and  witnesses,  in 
aid  of  the  funds  arising  from  fines, 
penalties,  and  forfeitures  incurred 
in  the  year  1838  and  preceding 
years;  and,  likewise,  for  defray- 
ing the  expenses  of  suits  in  which 
the  United  States  are  concerned, 
and  of  prosecutions  for  offences 
committed  against  the  United 
States,  and  for  the  safe-keeping 
of  prisoners 

For  expenses  of  printing  the  records 
of  the  supreme  court 
For  the  payment  of  pensions  grant- 
ed by  special  acts  of  congress 
For  the  support  and  maintenance  of 
light-houses,  floating  lights,  bea- 
cons, buoys,  and  stakages,  includ- 
ing the  purchase  of  lamps,  oil, 
keepers’  salaries,  repairs,  im- 
provements, and  contingent  ex- 
penses 

For  survey  of  the  coast  of  the 
United  States, including  the  com- 
pensation of  the  superintendent 
and  assistants 

For  completing  the  public  ware- 
house at  Baltimore 
For  completing  surveys  in  Alaba- 
ma, according  to  the  provision  in 
the  appropriation  act  of  3d  March, 
1837 

For  surveys  in  Missouri,  in  the 
towns  named  in  the  act  of  26th 
May,  1824 

For  the  compensation  to  two  keep- 
ers of  the  public  archives  in  Flo- 
rida 

For  salaries  of  ministers  of  the 
United  States  to  Great  Biitain, 
France,  Spain,  Russia,  and  Prus- 
sia 

For  salaries  of  the  secretaries  of 
legation  to  the  same  places 
For  salaries  of  the  charges  des 
affaires  to  Portugal,  Denmark, 
Sweden,  Holland,  Turkey,  Bel- 
gium, Brazil,  Chili,  Peru,  Central 
America,  New  Granada,  and 
Venezuela,  and  for  an  outfit  to  a 
charge  d’affaires  to  Peru 
For  salary  of  the  drogoinan,  and  for 
contingent  expenses  of  the  lega- 
tion to  Turkey 


9,100  00 


29,625  00 
11,700  00 

10,000  00 

101,400  00 


9,500  00 

4.000  00 

1,300  00 
500  00 

1.000  00 

13,250  00 


350,000  00 
3,000  00 
1,050  00 


356,863  00 

90.000  00 

25.000  00 

2,500  00 
6,000  00 
1,000  00 

45.000  00 

10.000  00 


58,500  00 
6,500  00 
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For  the  contingent  expenses  of  all 
the  missions  abroad 
For  salaries  of  the  consols  of  the 
United  States  at  London  and 
Paris 

For  expenses  of  intercourse  with 
the  Barbary  Powers 
For  the  relief  and  protection  of 
American  seamen  in  foreign 
countries 

For  contingent  expenses  of  foreign 
intercourse 

For  clerk-hire,  office-rent,  station- 
ary, and  other  expenses,  in  the 
office  of  the  American  consul  in 
London,  per  actol  19th  January, 
1836 

For  interpreters,  guards,  and  other 
expenses  incidental  to  the  consu- 
lates in  the  Turkish  dominions 
For  salary  of  the  principal  and  two 
assistant  librarians,  pay  of  the 
messenger,  and  for  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  library 
For  the  purchase  of  books  for  the 
library  of  congress 
For  registers  for  ships  and  vessels, 
and  lists  of  crews 
For  compensation  to  a person  em- 
ployed in  making  an  abstract  of 
the  pension  laws,  and  in  prepar- 
ing the  papers  for  congress,  under 
the  resolution  of  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives of  the  9th  of  Octo- 
ber, 1837 

For  carrying  into  effect  the  fourth 
article  of  the  treaty  with  Spain 
For  alterations  and  repairs  of  the 
capitol,  and  incidental  expenses 
For  filling  up  the  street  in  front  of 
carpenter’s  shop,  and  conducting 
water  to  the  public  stables 
For  lighting  lamps,  and  superinten- 
dence of  the  public  grounds  a- 
round  the  capitol 

For  extending  capitol  square  west, 
and  improving  the  same  south  of 
the  centre  footway,  according  to 
the  plan  already  in  part  execut- 
ed, under  the  provisions  of  an  act 
of  the  last  congress 
For  attendance  at  the  western  gates 
of  the  capitol 

For  salary  of  the  principal  gardener 
For  alterations  and  repairs  of  the 
president’s  house,  and  for  stiper- 
intenden:e  of  the  grounds  around 
the  same 

For  flag  footways  across  Pennsyl- 
vania avenue  at  third,  four-and- 
a-half,  sixth, seventh,  ninth, tenth, 
eleventh,  twelfth,  thirteenth, four- 
teenth, and  fifteenth  streets,  and 
across  first  street  east  of  capitol 
square 

For  repairing  the  marine  hospital  at 
Charleston,  South  Carolina 
For  the  second  payment  to  Luigi 
Persico,  according  to  the  contract 
made  with  him,  for  a group  of 
statues  for  the  capitol 
For  the  second  payment  to  the  artists 
engaged  in  executing  paintings 
for  the  rotundo  of  the  capitol, 
under  the  joint  resolution  of  the 
two  houses 

For  purchasing  eighty  thousand 
pieces  of  parchment,  and  the 
expense  of  printing  tfie  same 
For  the  service  of  the  general  post 
office,  for  the  year  1838,  in  con- 
formity to  the  act  of  2d  July,  1836 
h.  r.  412. 

For  the  compensation  of  a topo- 
grapher and  clerks  employed  in 
the  post  office  department,  in  con- 
formity with  the  appropriation  act 
of  March  3d,  1337,  and  for  one 
additional  clerk  to  keep  an  ap- 
propriation account  until  the  1st 
of  January,  1839 

For  the  compensation  of  clerks  em- 
ployed in  the  auditor’s  office  of 
the  treasury  for  the  post  office 
department,  from  the  1st  of  Jan- 
uary, 1838,  till  the  1st  of  Janua- 
ry, 1839 

For  the  documentary  history  of  the 
revolution,  the  ainoynt  heretofore 
appropriated  for  that  object,  and 
carried  to  the  surplus  fund. 


$30,000  00 


4,000  00 
17,400  00 


40.000  00 

15.000  00 


2,800  00 


5,500  00 


4.210  00 


5.000  0 0 

4.000  00 


500  00 


3.000  00 


6,331  00 


550  00 


5,976  00 


23,127  86 

547  50 
1,000  00 


4,815  00 


2,280  00 

2,000  00 


4,000  00 


8,000  00 


13,600  00 


4,694,000  00 


9,200  00 


10,500  00 


For  the  Mars  Hill  military  road 
To  enable  the  treasury  officers  to 
close  the  account  of  Charles 
Thomas,  being  part  of  an  amount 
heretofore  appropriated  and  car- 
ried to  the  surplus  fund. 

To  the  state  of  Maine,  to  reimburse 
the  expense  of  said  state  for  al- 
lowances to  Ebenez  r S.  Greely, 
for  his  sufferings  and  losses  atten- 
dant upon  his  arrest  and  impri- 
sonment in  the  jail  at  Frederick- 
ton,  New  Brunswick,  in  conse- 
quence of  taking  the  census  at 
Madawaska;  and  to  John  Baker 
and  others,  for  sufferings  and 
losses  in  relation  to  certain  pro- 
ceedings in  said  town,  the  sum  of 
I For  continuing  the  construction  of 
; the  patent  office 
For  furnishing  machinery, -and  for 
other  expenses  incident  to  the 
outfit  of  the  branch  mints  at  New 
Orleans,  Charlotte, and  Dahionega 
For  salaries  of  the  governor,  secre- 
tary, chief  judge,  associate  jus- 
tices, district  attorney,  and  mar- 
shal, and  pay  and  mileage  of  the 
members  of  the  legislative  as- 
sembly of  the  territory  of  Iowa, 
and  the  expenses  thereof,  print- 
ing of  the  laws,  taking  the  census, 
and  other  incidental  and  contin- 
gent expenses  of  the  said  assem- 
bly and  territory 

For  erecting  public  buildings  in  the 
territory  of  Iowa 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the 
senate,  not  anticipated  when  the 
ordinary  estimate  of  the  year  was 
prepared,  being  principally  for 
engraving  and  printing  maps,  and 
other  printing,  the  purcliase  of 
books  and  book-cases  for  the  se- 
nate committee  rooms,  the  ex- 
penses of  committees  of  investi- 
gation, and  the  pay  of  clerks  of 
committees 

For  an  outstanding  balance  of  ex- 
penditures under  the  head  of  mili- 
tary surveys,  and  to  enable  the 
department  to  settle  and  close 
that  account 

For  an  outstanding  balance  of  ex- 
penditures forsurveys  by  the  civil 
engineers,  to  enable  that  depart- 
ment to  settle  and  close  the  ac- 
count for  those  surveys 
To  close  the  account  for  the  laying 
out  and  construction  of  a mail 
route  and  post  road  through  the 
Creek  country,  in  the  state  of 
Alabama,  and  to  pay  the  balances 
due  to  contractors  and  workmen 
upon  the  said  road,  the  sum  of 
For  the  salary  of  the  additional 
judge  of  the  orphans’  court  of 
Washington  county,  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  the  office  hav- 
ing been  created  by  a law  of  the 
present  session  of  congress 
For  the  salary  of  the  judge  of  the 
criminal  court  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  the  said  court  having 
been  established  by  a law  of  con- 
gress of  the  present  session 
For  enabling  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  to  carry  into  effect  the 
resolution  of  the  29th  ultimo,  on 
the  subject  of  steam  engines  and 
steamboats,  and  the  loss  of  life 
and  property  which  has  been  suf- 
fered in  their  use.  or  so  much 
thereof  as  he  may  find  necessary 
for  that  purpose,  the  sum  of 
For  defraying  the  expenses  of  the 
marshals,  deputy  marshals,  and 
other  civil  officers  of  the  United 
States,  in  execufing  the  provi- 
sions of  an  act  passed  at  the  pre- 
sent session  of  congress,  entitled 
“an  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled 
‘an  act  in  addition  to  the  act  for 
the  punishment  of  certain  crimes 
against  the  United  States,  and  to 
repeal  the  acts  therein  mention- 
ed,’ approved  April  twentieth, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eighteen,”  the  sum  of  twenty 
thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  out 
of  the  appropriation  of  three  hun- 


364  00 


1,175  00 
50,000  00 

2,800  00 


24,675  00 
20,000  00 


50,000  00 


10,000  00 


2,000  00 


1,945  50 


1,000  00 


2,000  00 


6,000  00 


died  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  for 
defraying  the  expenses  of  the 
courts  of  the  United  States,  made 
in  the  ‘act  making  appropriations 
for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  ex- 
penses of  government  lor  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-eight, approved  April  sixth, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty -eight,”  to  be  expended  by 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  president, 
upon  the  certificate  of  the  judge 
of  the  circuit  or  district  court  of 
the  United  States  of  the  circuit 
or  district  where  the  expenditure 
may  have  been  made  or  the  ser- 
vices rendered. 

For  the  paper  and  printing  of  a 
complete  catalogue  of  the  books 
of  the  congress  library,  hereto- 
fore ordered 

For  compensation  to  Ferdinando 
Pettrich,  for  models  of  statues  for 
blocking  to  the  western  front  of 
the  capitol 

For  enlaiging  the  contingent  fund 
of  the  house  of  representatives, 
to  provide  for  the  payment  for 
certain  expenses  incurred  by  the 
house  by  resolution  of ■ 27th  of 
January,  1S3S 

For  laborers,  and  horse,  cart,  and 
driver  employed  at  the  president’s 
square 

For  repairs  of  the  Potomac  bridge 
For  three  hundred  feet  of  suction 
hose  for  the  capitol  and  capitol 
grounds 

For  cast-iron  settees  and  chairs  for 
the  public  grounds 
For  salary  of  the  collector  at  the 
port  of  Vicksburg 

H.  R.  82. 

For  the  benefit  of  the  levy  court  of 
Calvert  county,  in  the  state  of 
Maryland 

h.  r.  726. 

For  the  erection  of  a court-house  in 
Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia 

H.  r.  733. 

For  compiling  thestatufes  and  other 
laws  of  the  territory  of  Florida 
H.  r.  822. 

For  completing  the  public  buildings 
in  Wisconsin 

s.  30. 

For  office-rent,  fuel,  and  other  in- 
cidental expenses  (or  the  office  of 
the  surveyor  general  of  Wiscon- 
sin territory 

s.  98. 

To  provide  for  ascertaining  the 
southern  boundary  line  of  the  ter- 
ritory of  Iowa 

s.  137. 

To  provide  for  the  payment  of  the 
annuities  which  may  become  due 
and  payable  to  the  Great  and  Lit- 
tle Osages,  in  the  year  1338,  and 
for  other  purposes 
s.  175. 

To  refund  to  the  Georgia  P„ailroad 
and  Banking  company  certain 
duties  upon  railroad  iron 
s.  269. 

For  erecting  public  buildings  in  the 
territory  of  Iowa 

For  the  purchase  of  a library  for  the 
territory  of  Iowa 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 
same 

, s.  391. 

For  printing  the  Madison  papers 
s.  189. 

For  defraying  the  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  commissioner  for- 
adjusting  the  claims  for  reserva- 
tions of  land  under  the  fonrternth 
article  of  the  treaty  of  1830  with 
the  Choctaw  Indians 
s.  11. 

To  ascertain  and  designate  the 
boundary  line  between  the  state 
of  Michigan  and  the  territory  of 
Wisconsin 

s.  73. 

For  testing  the  usefulness  of  inven- 
tions to  improve  and  render  safe 


1,400  00 
600  00 

48,960  00 

2,015  00 
2,050  00 

200  00 
15.0  00 
500  00 

3.000  00 

15.000  00 

2.000  00 

20.000  00 

350  00 

4.000  00 

12,000  00 

3,361  42 

20,000  00 

5.000  00 
350  00 

5,000  00 

5.000  00 

3.000  00 
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the  boilers  or  steam  engines 
against  explosions  $6,000  00 

s.  176. 

To  refund  certain  duties  upon  rail- 
road iron,  paid  by  the  New  York 
and  Harlem  Railroad  company  905  63 

s.  238. 

To  refnnd  to  the  Newcastle  and 
Frenchtown  Turnpike  and  Rail- 
road company  certain  duties  paid 
by  them  upon  iron  imported  for 
the  construction  of  their  railroad  2,003  83 


8,252.360  22 


H.  R.  90. 

For  the  support  of  the  army  for  the  year  1838 
For  the  pay  of  the  army  $1,0.91,193  00 


For  the  subsistence  of  officers 
For  lora^e  of  officers’  horses 
For  clothing  for  officers’  servants 
For  payments  in  lieu  of  clothing  to 
discharged  soldiers 
For  subsistence,  exclusive  of  that 
of  officers 

For  clothing  of  the  army,  camp  and 
garrison  equipage,  cooking  uten- 
sils, and  hospital  furniture 
For  the  medical  and  hospital  de- 
partment 

For  the  regular  supplies  furnished 
by  the.  quartermaster’s  depart- 
ment, consisting  of  fuel,  forage, 
straw,  stationary,  and  printing, 
For  barracks,  quarters,  storehouses, 
embracing  the  repairs  and  en- 
largement of  barracks,  quarters, 
store-houses,  and  hospitals,  at  the 
several  posts;  the  erection  o!  tem- 
porary cantonments  at  such  posts 
as  shall  be  occupied  during  the 
year,  and  of  gun-houses  for  the 
protection  of  cannon  at  the  forts 
on  the  seaboard;  the  purchase  of 
the  necessary  tools  and  mate- 
rials for  the  objects  wanted,  and 
of  the  authorized  furniture  for 
the  barrack  rooms;  rent  of  quar- 
ters for  officers,  of  barracks  lor 
troops  at  posts  where  there  are 
no  public  buildings  for  their  ac- 
commodation, of  store-house3  for 
the  safe  keeping  of  subsistence, 
clothing,  &c.,  and  of  grounds  for 
summer  cantonments,  encamp- 
ments, and  military  practice 
For  the  allowance  made  to  officers 
for  the  transportation  of  their 
baggage,  when  travelling  on  duty 
without  troops 

For  the  transportation  of  troops 
and  supplies,  viz:  transportation 
of  the  army,  including  the  bag- 
gage of  troops  when  moving 
either  by  land  or  water;  freight 
and  ferriages;  purchase  or  hire 
of  horses,  mules,  oxen,  carts, 
wagons,  and  boats,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  transportation,  or  for  the 
use  of  garrison;  drayage  and 
cartage  at  the  several  posts;  hire 
of  teamsters,  transportation  of 
funds  for  the  pay  department; 
expense  of  sailing  a public  trans- 
port between  the  posts  on  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  of  procur- 
ing water  at  such  posts  as  from 
their  situation,  require  it;  the 
transportation  of  clothing  from 
the  depot  at  Philadelphia  to  the 
stations  of  the  troops;  of  sub- 
sistence from  the  places  of  pur- 
chase, and  the  points  of  delivery 
under  contracts,  to  such  places 
as  the  circumstances  of  I he  ser- 
vice may  require  it  to  be  sent;  of 
ordnance  from  the  foundries  and 
arsenals  to  the  fortifications  and 
frontier  posts,  and  of  lead  from 
the  western  mines  to  the  several 
arsenals,  the  sum  of 
For  the  incidental  expenses  of  the 
quartermaster’s  department  con- 
sisting of  postage  on  public  let- 
ters and  packets;  expenses  of 
courts  martial  and  courts  of  in- 
quiry, including  the  compensa- 
tion of  judge  advocates,  mem- 
bers, and  witnesses;  extra  pay  to 
soldiers,  under  an  act  of  con- 
gress of  the  2d  of  March,  1819; 


347,749  00 
70,987  00 
26,550  00 

30,000  00 

730,912  50 


413,299  00 
39,200  00 


203,000  00 


95,000  00 


50,000  00 


195,000  00 


expenses  of  expresses  from  the 
frontier  posts,  of  the  necessary 
articles  for  the  interment  of  non- 
commissioned officers  and  sol- 
diers; hire  of  laborers,  compen- 
sation to  clerks  in  the  offices  of 
quartermasters  & assistant  quar- 
termasters at  posts  where  their 
duties  cannot  be  perlormed  with- 
out such  aid,  and  lo  temporary 
agents  in  charge  of  dismantled 
works,  and  in  the  performance  of 
other  duties;  expenditures  neces- 
sary to  keep  the  two  regiments 
of  dragoons  complete,  including 
the  purchase  of  horses  to  supply 
the  place  of  those  which  may  be 
lost  and  become  unfit  lor  service, 
and  the  erection  of  additional 
stables 

For  two  months’  extra  pay  to  le- 
enlisted  soldiers,  and  for  the  con- 
tingent expenses  of  the  recruit- 
ing service 

For  the  national  armories 
For  the  armament  of  the  fortifica- 
tions 

For  the  current  expenses  of  the 
ordnance  service 

For  arsenals,  (or  so  much  thereof 
as  may  be  sufficient  to  complete 
the  arsenals  already  commenced, 
an. I those  on  the  western  frontier) 
For  the  manufacture  of  elevating 
machines  for  barbette  and  case- 
mate carriages 

For  the  purchase  and  manufacture 
of  light  field  artillery 
For  the  purchase  of  gunpowder  and 
grape  shot 

For  arrearages  payable  through  the 
office  ol  the  second  auditor 
For  arrearages  payable  through  the 
office  of  the  third  auditor 
For  taxes  on  the  Passyunk  arsenal, 
near  Philadelphia,  for  the  years 
1837  and  183S 

For  contingencies  of  the  army 
For  paying  the  balance  due  the  heirs 
ot  William  Meldrum,  one  of  the 
commissioners  for  surveying  and 
marking  the  road  from'La  Plai- 
sancc  bay  to  Chicago 
For  paying  Adam  Eckfeldt,  for  fine 
gold  and  other  expenses  incurred 
by  him  in  preparing  nine  medals 
ordered  by  congress  for  various 


92.000  00 

24,264  00 

360.000  00 

100.000  00 

98.000  00 

150,000  00 

5.000  00 
39,953  00 
37,500  00 

1,200  00 

3.000  00 


1,450  00 
5,000  00 
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I For  the  erection  of  a barn  and  pub- 
lic stables 

'For  compensation  to  the  assistant 
professor  of  chemistry,  mineralo- 
gy, and  geology,  at  the  military 
! academy 

For  printing  and  binding  the  regu- 
lations of  the  military  academy 
For  Ihe  reconstruction  of  the  build- 
ings for  the  library,  engineer, 
chemical  and  philosophical  de- 
partments at  the  military  acade- 
my at  West  Point,  destroyed  by 
fire  in  February  last 


h.  r.  89. 

For  certain  fortifications  of  the  Unitei 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  at 
For  Fort  Warren,  Boston  harbor 
For  the  preservation  of  Castle 
island,  and  repairs  of  Fort  Inde- 
pendence, Boston  harbor 
For  Fort  Adams,  Rhode  Island 
For  fortifications  at  New  London 
harbor.  Connecticut 
For  Fort  Schuyler,  East  river,  New 
York 

For  Fort  Delaware,  Delaware  river 
ForFort  McHenry,  Redoubt  Wood, 
and  Covington  battery,  near  Bal- 
timore 

For  Fort  Monroe,  Virginia 
For  Fort  Calhoun,  Virginia 
For  fortifications  in  Charleston  har- 
bor, and  lor  the  preservation  of 
the  site  of  Fort  Moultrie 
For  Fort  Pulaski,  Cockspur  island, 
Georgia 

For  the  Fort  at  Foster’s  bank,  Flo- 
rida 

For  repairs  of  Fort  Marion  and  of 
the  sea  wall  at  St.  Augustine 
For  the  purchase  of  the  charter- 
right  to  the  bridge  across  Mill 
creek,  at  Fori  Monroe 
For  securing  the  site  of  Fort  Cas- 
well, Oak  island,  Noith  Carolina 
For  repairs  of  the  old  fort  at  the  Ba- 
rancas,  Pensacola 

For  repairing  Fort  Niagara  in  the 
state  of  New  York 
For  contingencies  of  fortifications 


distinguished  officers 

1,008  86 

H.  r.  412. 

For  carrying  into  effect  the  act  for 

the  increase  of  the  army,  to  wit: 

For  pay_ 

379,250  00 

For  clothing 

216,730  00 

For  subsistence 

74,645  00 

For  contingentexpenses  for  recruit- 

ing 

53,880  00 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  the 

board  of  visiters  at  the  Military 
academy,  in  addition  to  the  sum 
contained  in  the  annual  appropria- 
tion for  that  object  698  75 

For  procuring  new  machinery  for 
the  Harper’s  Ferry  armory,  the 
sum  of  20,000  00 

H.  r.  412. 

For  the  support  of  the  military  acad- 
emy of  the  United  Stales  for  the 
year  1838. 

For  pay  officers,  cadets,  and  musi- 
cians 56,012  00 

For  subsistence  of  officers  & cadets  39,566  00 

For  forage  of  officers’  horses  1,152  00 

For  clothing  of  officers’ servants  330  00 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  the 
board  of  visiters  at  West  Point  1,998  84 

For  fuel,  forage,  stationary,  print- 
ing, transportation,  and  postage  15,295  00 

For  repairs,  improvements,  and  ex- 
penses of  buildings,  grounds, 
roads,  wharves,  boats,  and  fences  7,257  50 

For  pay  of  adjutant’s  and  quarter- 
master’s clerks  950  00 

For  increase  and  expenses  of  the 
library  800  00 

For  miscellaneous  items  and  inci- 
dental expenses  1,575  50 

For  the  erection,  as  per  plan,  of  a 
building  for  recitation  and  milita- 
ry exercises,  in  addition  to  the 
amount  heretofore  appropriated  18,254  60 


n.  r.  393. 

For  the  protection  of  the  northern 
frontier 

H.  r.  225. 

For  the  naval  service  for  the  year  one 
hundred  and  thirty -eigh . 
For  the  pay  of  commissioned,  war- 
rant, and  petty  officers,  and  of 
seamen 

For  pay  of  superintendents,  naval 
constructors,  and  all  the  civil  es- 
tablishments at  the  several  yards 
For  provisions 

For  repairs  of  vessels  in  ordinary, 
and  the  repairs  and  wear  and  tear 
of  vessels  in  commission 
For  medicines  and  surgical  instru- 
ments, hospital  stores,  and  other 
expenses  on  account  of  the  sick 
For  improvement  and  necessary  re- 
pairs of  the  navy  yard  at  Ports- 
mouth, New  Hampshire 
For  improvement  and  necessary  re- 
pairs of  the  navy  yard  at  Charles- 
town, Massachusetts 
For  improvement  and  necessary  re- 
pairs of  the  navy  yard  at  Brook- 
lyn, New  York 

For  improvement  and  necessary  re- 
pairs of  the  navy  yard  at  Phila- 
delphia, Pennsylvania 
For  improvement  and  necessary  re- 
pairs of  the  navy  yard  at  Wash- 
ington 

For  improvement  and  necessary  re- 
pairs of  the  navy  yard  at  Gos- 
port, Virginia 

For  improvement  and  necessary  re- 
pairs of  the  navy  yard  near  Pen- 
sacola 

For  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores 
For  defraying  the  expenses  that 
may  accrue  for  the  following  pur- 


1, 000  00 

300  00 
360  00 

26,000  00 
#5,127.869  10 

l States,  for  ihe 
d thirty-eight. 
$100,000  00 


50.000  00 

100,000  00 

25.000  00 

100,000  00 

40.000  00 

32,415  00 

100,000  00 

30.000  00 

175.000  00 

100.000  00 

33.000  00 
29,500  00 

4.000  00 
8,500  00 

75.000  00 

3.000  00 

10.000  00 

$1,015,415  00 


$625,500  00 
thousand  eight 

$1,312,000  00 

69,770  00 
600.000  00 

1,200,000  00 

75.000  00 

20.000  00 

74.000  00 

61.000  00 

21.500  00 

30.000  00 

77.500  00 

76.500  00 

65.000  00 
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poses,  viz:  for  the  freight  and 
transportation  of  materials  and 
stores  of  every  description;  for 
wharfage  and  dockage;  storage 
and  rent;  travelling  expenses  of 
officers  and  transportation  of  sea- 
men; bouse  rent  lor  pursers  when 
attached  to  yards  and  stations 
where  no  house  is  provided;  for 
funeral  expenses;  for  commis- 
sions, clerk  hire,  office  rent, 
stationary,  and  fuel  to  navy 
agents;  for  premiums  and  inci- 
dental expenses  of  recruiting; 
for  apprehending  deserters;  for 
compensation  to  judge  advocates; 
for  per  diem  allowance  to  persons 
attending  courts  martial  and 
courts  of  inquiry;  for  printing 
and  stationary  of  every  descrip- 
tion, and  for  working  the  litho- 
graphic press;  for  books,  maps, 
charts,  mathematical  and  nauti- 
cal instruinenis,  chronometers, 
models,  and  drawings;  for  the  pur- 
chase and  repair  of  tire  engines 
and  machinery,  and  for  the  re- 
pair of  steam  engines;  for  the  pur- 
chase and  maintenance  of  oxen 
and  horses,  and  for  carts,  timber 
wheels,  and  workmen’s  tools  of 
every  description;  for  postage  of 
letters  on  public  service;  for  pi- 
lotage and  towing  ships  of  war; 
for  cabin  furniture  of  vessels  in 
commission;  taxes  and  assess- 
ments on  public  property;  for  as- 
sistance rendered  to  vessels  in 
distress;  for  incidental  labor  at 
navy  yards,  not  applicable  to  any 
other  appropriation;  for  coal  and 
other  fuel,  and  for  candles  and 
oil;  for  repairs  of  magazines  or 
powder- houses;  for  preparing 
moulds  for  ships  to  be  built,  and 
for  no  other  purpose  whatever 

For  contingent  expenses  for  objects 
not  hereinbefore  enumerated 

For  pay  of  the  officers,  non-com- 
missioned officers,  musicians,  and 
privates,  and  subsistence  of  the 
officers  of  the  marine  corps 

For  provisions  for  the  non-commis- 
sioned officers,  musicians,  and 
privates  serving  on  shore,  ser- 
vants and  washerwomen 

For  clothing 

For  fuel 

For  keeping  the  present  barracks 
in  repair  until  new  ones  can  be 
erected,  and  for  the  rent  of  tem- 
porary barracks  at  New  York 

For  transportation  of  officers,  non- 
commissioned officers,  musicians, 
and  privates,  and  expenses  of  re- 
cruiting 

For  medicines,  hospital  stores,  sur- 
gical instruments,  and  pay  of 
matron 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said 
corps,  freight,  ferriage, toll,  wharf- 
age, and  cartage,  per  diem  al- 
lowance for  attending  courts  of 
inquiry,  compensation  to  judge 
advocates,  house  rent  where 
there  are  no  public  quarters  as- 
signed, incidental  labor  in  the 
quartermaster’s  department,  ex- 
penses of  burying  deceased  per- 
sons belonging  to  the  marine 
corps,  printing,  stationary,  fo- 
rage, postage  on  public  letters, ex- 
penses in  pursuing  deserters,  can- 
dles and  oil  for  the  different  sta- 
tions, straw  for  the  men,  barrack 
furniture,  bed  sacks,  spades,  axes, 
shovels,  picks,  and  carpenters’s 
tools 

For  military  stores,  pay  of  armorers 
keeping  arms  in  repair,  drums, 
fifes,  flags,  accoutrements,  and 
ordnance  stores 

For  erecting  and  furnishing  a new 
hospital  building,  and  lor  a 
dwelling  for  an  assistant  surgeon; 
for  the  repairs  of  the  present 
building,  and  for  all  expen- 
ses upon  the  dependencies  near 
Pensacola 

For  erecting  a sea-wall  to  protect 
the  shore,  for  enclosing  the  hos- 


pital grounds,  for  completing  the 
basement  of  south  wing,  and 
tor  all  other  expenses  upon  the 
dependencies  of  the  hospital 
near  Norfolk 

For  graduating  and  enclosing  the 
grounds  about  the  naval  asylum 
near  Philadelphia,  and  for  all 
other  expenses  upon  tire  building 
and  its  dependencies 

For  extending  the  hospital  building 
near  Brooklyn,  New  York,  tor 
enclosing  the  grounds,  arid  tor  all 
other  expenses  upon  its  depen- 
dencies 

For  completing  the  present  hospital 
building  near  Boston,  and  lor  all 
expenses  upon  its  dependencies 

For  repairing  the  enclosure,  and  for 
the  sea-wall  of  the  magazine 
upon  Ellis’s  island,  in  the  harbor 
of  New  York 

For  repairing  the  magazine,  filling 
house,  wharf,  and  railway,  at 
Norfolk,  Virginia 

For  building  a wall  round  the  maga- 
zine at  Pensacola 

For  the  purposed'  completing  con- 
tracts now  existing,  or  which 
may  be  hereafter  made,  according 
to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  the 
2d  of  March,  1833 

For  fixtures,  furniture,  and  other  in- 
cidental expenses  at  the  naval 
asylum  at  Philadelphia 


9.000  00 

2,600  00 

60,000  00 
3,500  00 

3,800  00 

750  00 

3.000  00 

1,500,000  00 
1,241  37 


For  carrying  into  etfect  the  stipu- 
lations-of  certain  Indian  treaties, 
and  the  laws  connected  therewith, 
viz: 

For  the  Six  Nations  of  New  York 
For  the  Senecas  of  New  Y’ork 
For  the  Ottawas 
For  the  VVyandots 
For  the  Wyandots,  Munsees,  and 
Delawares 

For  the  Christian  Indians 
For  the  Miamies 
For  the  Eel  Rivers 
For  the  Pottawatamies 
For  the  Pottawatamies  of  Huron 
For  the  Pottawatamies  of  the  prairie 
For  the  Pottawatamies  of  the  Wa- 
bash 

For  the  Pottawatamies  of  Indiana 
For  the  Chippewas,  Ottawas,  and 
Pottawatamies 
For  the  Winnebagoes 
For  the  Menomonies 
For  the  Chippewas  of  Swan  creek 
and  Black  river 

For  the  Chippew'as  of  Saginaw' 

For  the  Chippewas,  Menomonies, 
Winnebagoes,  and  New  York 
Indians 

For  the  Sioux  of  the  Mississippi 
For  the  Yancton  and  Sant ie  Sioux 
For  the  Ouiahas 

For  the  Sacs  and  Foxes  of  the  Mis- 
souri 

For  the  Iowas 

For  the  Sacs  and  Foxes  of  the  Mis- 


$450,000  00 
3,000  00 


162,019  00 


49,840  00 
43,695  00 
15,804  00 


10,000  00 

6,000  00 

4,139  00 


17,977  93 

2,000  00 


31,500  00 


5,062,136  30 


H.  n.  226. 

For  the  payment  of  the  revolutionary  and  other  pen- 
sioners of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  one  thou-  i 
sand  eight  hundred  and  thirty  eight. 

For  the  revolutionary  pensioners, 
under  the  several  acts  ot her  than 
those  of  the  fifteenth  of  May, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-eight;  the  seventh  of 
June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirty-two;  and  the  fourth  of 
July,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirty-six 

For  the  invalid  pensioners,  under 
various  laws 

For  pensions  to  widows  and  or- 
phans. under  the  act  of  the  fourth 
of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirty-six 

For  half-pay  pensions,  payable 
through  the  office  of  the  third 
auditor 


$426,772  00 
134,075  62 


1 ,492,6S5  00 


5,000  00 


$2,058,532  62 


H.  R.  269. 

For  the  current  and  contingent  expenses  of  the  Indian 
department,  viz: 

For  the  pay  of  the  superintendent 
of  Indian  affairs  at  St.  Louis,  and 
the  several  Indian  agents,  as  pro- 
vided by  the  acts  of  June  30, 

1834,  and  of  March  3,  1837  $16,500  00 

For  pay  of  sub-agents,  authorized 

by  act  of  June  30,  1834  13,000  00 

For  the  pay  of  interpreters,  as  au- 
thorized by  the  same  act  9,300  00 

For  presents  to  Indians,  authorized 

by  the  same  act  5,000  00 

For  the  purchase  of  provisions  ior 
Indians,  at  the  distribution  of 
annuities,  while  on  visits  of  busi- 
ness with  the  superintendents  and 
agents,  and  when  assembled  on 
public  business  11,800  00 

For  the  necessary  buildings  re- 
quired at  the  several  agencies, 
and  repaii  s thereof  10,000  00 

For  postages,  rents,  stationary,  fuel 
for  offices,  and  other  contingen- 
cies of  the  Indian  department, 
and  for  transportation  and  inci- 
dental expenses  36,500  00 

For  the  salary  of  one  clerk  in  the 
office  of  the  governor  of  Wiscon- 
sin territory,  who  is  ex-officio  su- 
perintendent of  Indian  affairs  800  00 

For  the  salary  of  one  clerk  in  the 
office  of  the  acting  superintend- 
ent of  the  western  territory  1,000  00  i 


sissippi 

For  the  Sacs,  Foxes,  Sioux,  lo- 
was,  Ornahas,  Ottoes,  and  Mis- 
sourias 

For  the  Ottoes  and  Missourias 

For  the  Kanzas 

For  the  Osages 

For  the  Kickapoos 

For  the  Kaskaskias  and  Peorias 

For  the  Piankeshaws 

For  the  Weas 

For  the  Delawares 

For  the  Shawnees 

For  the  Senecas  and  Shawnees 

For  the  Senecas 

For  the  Choctaws 

For  the  Chickasaws 

For  the  Creeks 

For  the  Quapaws 

For  the  Florida  Indians 

For  the  Pawnees 

For  the  Cherokees 

For  the  Ottawas  and  Chippewas 

For  the  Caddoes 

For  various  miscellaneous  expen- 
ses, viz: 

To  complete  payments  for  subscrip- 
tion to  “Indian  Biography” 

For  expenses  of  casting  dies  and 
striking  off  medals  for  Indians 
For  expenses  of  mission  of  A.  P. 
Chouteau  among  the  wild  tribes 
of  the  southwest,  including  his 
outfit,  and  the  expenditures  grow- 
ing out  of  and  connected  witli 
bringing  on  deputations  of  said 
tribes,  which  he  has  been  author- 
ized to  do 

For  deficiency  in  the  appropria- 
tion of  1834  for  running  the  boun- 
bary  line  between  the  Choctaws 
and  Chickasaws 

For  cost  of  sundry  articles  of  pro- 
visions furnished  to  the  Seneca, 
Seneca  and  Shawnee,  and  Osage 
Indians,  while  in  a destitute  con- 
dition, in  1834,  by  the  commis- 
sioners west,  &c.,  as  per  state- 
ment rendered  and  on  file  in  Ihe 
office  of  the  second  auditor,  to 
reimburse  the  appropriation  for 
Indian  annuities,  out  of  which 
the  same  was  paid 
For  expenses  of  delegations  of  Io- 
was, Yancton  Sioux,  and  Sacs 
and  Foxes  of  Missouri,  who  vi- 
sited this  and  the  northern  cities 
in  1837,  by  invitation,  including 
the  usual  presents  and  contin- 
gent expenditures 
For  expenses  of  delegations  of  Paw- 
nees, Ottoes  and  Missourias, and 
Omahas,  who  visited  this  and  the 
northern  cities  in  1837,  by  invi- 
tation, including  the  usual  pre- 


4.500  00 
6.000  00 
6,800  00 
6,840  00 

1,000  00 

4.000  00 
154,110  00 

1,100  00 
88,120  00 
400  00 
16,000  00 

20,000  00 

17,000  00 

42,490  00 
37,860  00 
32,650  00 

1.000  00 

6.500  00 


1,500  00 
7,760  00 
4,340  00 
3,940  00 

4,700  00 
8,950  00 

41,920  00 


3,000  00 
5,640  00 
6,040  00 
17,040  00 
5,500  00 
3,000  00 
800  00 

3.000  00 
8,140  00 
7,180  00 
2,240  00 
2.660  00 

72,625  00 

6.000  00 

413,940  00 

4,660  00 
280.610  00 
12,000  00 
15,140  00 
65,465  00 
10,000  00 


3,000  00 
2,500  00 


20,000  00 


1,085  00 


1,750  00 


9,000  00 
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sents  and  contingent  expendi- 
tures 

For  expenses  of  delegations  of  not 
exceeding  three  Choctaws,  three 
Creeks,  and  five  Osages,  who 
have  obtained  permission  to  visit 
this  city,  including  the  usual  pre- 
sents and  contingent  expendi- 
tures 

For  the  value  of  buildings  of  the 
Miamies,  on  the  1 ind  ceded  by 
them  in  the  treaty  of  October  23, 
1834 

For  carrying  into  effect  the  trea- 
ties with  the  Chippewa3  of  Sagi- 
naw, of  14th  January  and  20th 
December,  1837,  and  January  23, 
1838 

For  carrying  into  effect  the  treaty 
with  the  Chippewas  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, of  July  29,  1837 

For  carrying  into  effect  the  treaty 
with  the  Sioux  of  the  Mississip- 
pi, of  September  29,  1837,  as  ra- 
tified by  the  senate 

For  carrying  into  effect  the  treaty 
with  the  Sacs  and  Foxes  of  the 
Mississippi,  of  October  21,  1837, 
as  ratified  by  the  senate 

For  carrying  into  eifect  the  treaty 
with  the  Sacs  and  Foxes  of  the 
Missouri,  of  October  21,  1S37 

For  carrying  into  effect  the  treaty 
with  the  Yanctons  and  Santee 
Soux,  of  October  21,  1837 

For  carrying  into  effect  the  treaty 
with  the  Winnebagoes,  of  No- 
vember 1,  1837 

For  carrying  into  effect  the  treaty 
with  the  lowas,  of  November  23, 
1837 

To  the  Osages,  for  interest  at  five 
per  cent,  on  $69,120,  being  the 
value  of  54  sections  of  land  set 
apart  by  the  treaty  of  1S25  for 
education  purposes,  & for  which 
they  have  agreed  to  accept  $2 
per  acre,  as  authorised  by  the  se- 
nate in  its  resolution  of  the  19th 
of  January  last;  which  resolu- 
tion also  provides  for  the  invest- 
ment of  the  amount 

To  the  Delawares,  for  interest  at 
five  per  cent,  on  $46,080,  being 
the  value  of  36  sections  of  land 
set  apart  by  the  treaty  of  1332 
for  education  purposes,  and  for 
which  they  have  agreed  to  ac- 
cept $2  per  acre,  as  authorised 
by  the  senate  in  its  resolution  of 
the  19th  January  last;  which  re- 
solution also  provides  for  the  in- 
vestment of  the  amount 
For  holding  a treaty  with  the  Creeks, 
for  the  purpose  of  adjusting  their 
claims  for  property  and  improve- 
ments abandoned  or  lost  in  con- 
sequence of  their  emigration  west 
of  the  Mississippi 
For  payment  of  the  amount  of  de- 
predations committed  by  the 
Osage  and  Camanche  Indians  on 
the  property  of  the  Choctaw  In- 
dians 

For  expense  of  holding  a treaty 
with  the  Wyandot  Indians  of  the 
state  of  Ohio 

For  the  payment  of  the  expense  of 
the  delegation  from  the  Seneca 
Indians,  who  visited  Washington 
to  protest  against  the  ratification 
of  a late  treaty  entered  into  with 
them  by  a commissioner  acting 
under  the  authority  of  the  United 
States 

For  the  expenses  of  the  delegation 
of  the  Senecas  who  visited  Wash  ■ 
ington  to  urge  the  ratification  of 
the  late  treaty  with  them  and  the 
other  New  York  Indians,  and  the 
expenses  of  negotiating  that  trea- 
ty with  the  Senecas  ami  the  other 
bands  of  New  York  Indians, 
including  all  the  expenses  inci- 
dent thereto 

For  the  expenses  of  submitting 
again  to  those  Indians  the  trea- 
ty amended,  ratified,  &c.  by  the 
senate 

For  holding  a treaty  with  the 
Osages,  for  the  extinguishment 


$12,51)0  00 


5,000  00 
5,607  00 


81,000  00 
208,500  00 


of  their  titles  to  lands  within  other 
tribes,  and  for  other  purposes 
For  defraying  the  expenses  of  four- 
teen Sac  and  Fox  Indians,  who 
were  induced  to  visit  Washing- 
ton by  the  false  representations 
of  their  conductor 
For  the  puipose  of  defraying  ex- 
penses of  negotiations  with  the 
Miami  Indians  $86(1;  to  be  paid 
to  the  following  persons  in  the 
following  proportions,  to  wit: 

To  William  Marshall,  for  for- 
ty two  days’ service  as  com- 
missioner $336 

To  Henry  L.  Ellsworth, 
forfifty-lour  days’  servi- 
ces as  commissioner  436 
To  Allen  Hamilton,  for  se- 
venteen day’  services  as 
secretary  102 


258,250  00 


184,350  00 


12,970  00 
7,000  00 
445,500  00 


To  defray  the  expenses  of  an  ex- 
ploring party  of  Miami  Indians 
For  affording  temporary  subsist- 
ence to  such  Indians  west  of  the 
Mississippi  who,  by  reason  of 
their  recent  emigration,  or  the 
territorial  arrangements  incident 
to  the  policy  of  setting  apart  a 
portion  of  the  public  domain  west 
of  the  Mississippi,  for  the  resi- 
dence of  all  the  tribes  east  of 
that  river,  as  are  unable  to  sub- 
sist themselves,  and  for  the  ex- 
penses attending  the  distribution 
of  the  same 


2,000  00 

221  50 


860  00 
1,990  00 


150,000  00 
$3,002,427  73 


500  00 


H.  r.  450. 

For  preventing  and  suppressing  Indian  hostilities  fur 
1838,  and  for  arrearages  for  1837. 

For  the  suppression  of  Indian  hos- 
tilities for  the  year  1838  $1,000,000  00 

H.  R.  676. 


3,436  00 


2,304  00 


2,000  00 


825  00 


1,500  00 


789  23 

9,500  00 
4,000  00 


For  forage  for  the  horses  of  the  dra- 
goons, volunteers,  officers,  and  in 
the  service  of  the  trains 
For  freight  or  transportation  of  mi- 
litary supplies  sent  into  Florida 
and  the  Cherokee  country 
For  wagons,  carts,  ambulances,  and 
harness,  and  for  boats  and  lighters 
For  the  transportation  of  supplies 
from  the  principal  depots  to  the 
points  of  consumption  including 
the  hire  of  steamboats  and  other 
vessels,  and  the  expense  of  pub- 
lic steamers  and  transport  schoon- 
ers 

For  the  hire  of  a corps  of  mechan- 
ics, laborers,  mule-drivers,  team- 
sters, wagon-masters,  and  other 
assistants 

For  transportation,  and  other  ex- 
penses of  four  thousand  volun- 
teers 

For  miscellaneous  and  contingent 
charges  of  all  kinds,  not  embrac- 
ed under  the  foregoing  heads 
For  drafts  lying  over,  and  arrear- 
ages for  services  and  supplies  in 
Florida  and  the  Cherokee  coun- 
try 

For  pay  of  four  thousand  volun- 
teers, for  1838,  including  $153,- 
415  arrearages  for  1837 
For  subsistence  for  militia,  volun- 
teers, and  friendly  Indians 
For  the  purchase  of  powder  and 
other  materials  for  cartridges,  to- 
gether with  the  repairs  ol  gun- 
carriages,  small-anns,  and  accou- 
trements 

For  tents,  knapsacks,  and  othersnp- 
plies  furnished  by  the  clothing 
bureau 

For  correcting  an  error  in  paying 
the  Indians  employed  in  the  pub- 
lic service  in  Florida 
For  all  objects  specified  in  the  third 
article  of  the  supplementary  arti- 
cles of  the  treaty  of  1835,  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the 
Cherokee  Indians,  the  further 
sum  of 

For  satisfying  all  claims  for  arrear- 
ages of  annuities  for  supplying 
blankets  and  other  articles  of 
clothing  for  the  Cherokees  who 


400.000  00 

350.000  00 

150.000  00 


700.000  00 

250.000  00 

100.000  00 

750,000  00 

1,048,600  00 

1,416,250  32 
365,040  00 

35,000  00 
20,677  56 
7,775  53 

1,047,067  00 


are  not  able  to  supply  them- 
selves, and  which  may  be  neces- 
sary for  their  comfortable  remo- 
val 100,000  00 


$7,739,410  41 


II.  R.  394. 

Fur  certain  harbors,  and  fur  the  removal  of  obslruc- 
tiuiis  in  and  at  the  mouths  of  certain  livers,  and 
for  other  purposes,  during  the  year  1838. 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of 

the  harbor  of  Chicago,  Illinois  $30,000  00 

For  continuing  the  construction  of 

a harbor  at  Michigan  city.  Indiana  60,733  59 

For  continuing  the  construction  of 
a pier  or  breakwater  at  the  mouth 
of  the  river  Saint  Joseph  Micui- 
gan  51,113  00 

For  the  continuation  of  the  works 
at  the  harbor  near  the  mouth  of 
the  river  Raisin,  Michigan  15,000  00 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of 
the  harbor  at  the  mouth  of  Black 
river,  in  Jefferson  county,  state 
of  New  York  22,401  00 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of 
the  harbor  at  Whitehall,  in  the 
state  of  New  York  15,000  00 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of 
the  channel  at  the  mouth  of  Gene- 
see river,  in  the  state  of  New 
York  25,000  00 

For  continuing  the  removal  of  ob- 
structions at  Black  river,  Ohio  5,000  00 

For  continuing  the  removal  of  ob- 
structions at  the  mouth  of  the  Hu- 
ron river,  in  Ohio  6,0 1)0  00 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of 
the  navigation  at  the  mouth  of 
Vermilion  river,  Ohio  23,626  57 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of 

Cleaveland  harbor,  Ohio  51,856  00 

For  continuing  the  removal  of  ob 
structions  at  Cunningham  creek 


Ohio 

For  continuing  the  removal  of  ob- 
structions at  Ashtabula  creek, 
Ohio 

For  continuing  the  removal  of  ob- 
structions at  Conneaut  creek, 
Ohio 

For  continuing  the  improvement 
of  the  harbor  of  Presque  isle, 
Pennsylvania 

For  continuing  the  improvement 
of  Dunkirk  harbor,  New  York 
For  continuing  the  improvement 
of  the  harbor  of  Portland,  Lake 
Erie,  New  York 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of 
the  harbor  at  Cattaraugus  creek, 
Lake  Erie,  New  York 
For  continuing  the  improvement  of 
the  harbor  of  Salmon  river,  Lake 
Ontario,  New  York 
For  continuing  the  construclion  of 
a breakwater  at  Plattsburg,  New 
York 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of 
the  harbor  at  the  mouth  of  Oak- 
orchard  creek,  New  York 
For  continuing  the  pier  at  Kenne- 
bunk,  Maine 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of 
Big  Sodus  bay.  New  York 
For  continuing  the  pier  and  mole 
at  Oswego  harbor,  New  York 
For  continuing  the  construction  of 
a breakwater  at  Burlington,  Ver- 
mont 

For  continuing  the  breakwater  on 
Stanford’s  ledge,  Portland  harbor, 
Maine 

For  continuing  the  breakwater  at 
Hyannis  harbor,  Massachusetts 
For  continuing  the  breakwater  at 
Sandy  bay,  Massachusetts 
For  continuing  the  improvement  of 
the  channel  of  the  river  Thames, 
leading  into  Norwich  harbor, 
Connecticut 

For  improving  the  harbor  of  West- 
port,  Connecticut 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of 
the  navigation  of  the  Hudson  ri- 
ver. above  and  below  Albany,  in 
the  stale  of  New  York,  to  be  ex- 
pended according  to  the  plan  and 
estimate  recommended  by  the  se- 
cretary of  war 
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For  continuing  ttie  improvement  of 
the  harbor  of  Wilmington,  Dela- 
ware 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of 
the  harbor  of  New-castle,  Dela- 
ware 

For  continuing  the  Delaware  break- 
water 

For  continuing  the  improvement 
of  the  harbor  of  Baltimore,  Ma- 
ryland 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of 
the  navigation  of  Cape  Fear  ri- 
ver, below  Wilmington,  North 
Carolina 

For  opening  a passage  of  fifty  yards 
wide  and  seven  feet  deep,  at  low 
water,  between  the  town  of  Beau- 
fort and  Pamlico  sound.  North 
Carolina,  and  for  improving  New 
river 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of 
Pamlico,  or  Tar  river,  below 
Washington,  North  Carolina 
For  continuing  the  improvements 
of  the  inland  channel  between 
St.  Mary’s  & St.  John’s,  Florida 
For  continuing  the  improvement  of 
Dog- river  bar  and  Choctaw  pass, 
in  Mobile  harbor 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of 
the  Cumberland  river  in  Ken- 
tucky & Tennessee,  below  Nash- 
ville 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of 
the  Ohio  river,  between  the  falls 
and  Pittsburg 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of 
the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  and 
Mississippi  rivers,  from  Louis- 
ville to  New  Orleans 
For  continuing  the  improvement  of 
the  Mississippi  river,  above  the 
mouth  of  the  Ohio  and  of  tiie 
Missouri  river 

For  continuing  the  removal  of  ob- 
structions at  Grand  river,  Ohio 
For  continuing  the  works  at  Buffalo 
harbor 

For  erecting  a mound  or  sea-wall 
along  the  peninsula  which  sepa- 
rates Lake  Erie  from  Buffalo 
creek,  to  prevent  the  influx  of 
the  lake  over  said  peninsula 
For  continuing  the  preservation  of 
Plymouth  beach 

For  continuing  the  preservation  of 
Provincetown  harbor 
For  continuing  the  preservation  of 
Rainsiord  island 

For  continuing  the  sea-wall  for  the 
preservation  of  Fair-weather  is- 
land, and  repairing  the  breakwa- 
ter near  Black  Rock  harbor,  Con- 
necticut 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of 
the  harbor  at  the  mouth  of  Bass 
river,  Massachusetts 
For  continuing  the  breakwater  of 
Church’s  cove,  town  of  Little 
Compton,  Rhode  Island 
For  the  protection  and  improve- 
ment of  Little  Egg  harbor 
For  improving  the  natural  chan- 
nels at  the  northern  aud  southern 
entrances  of  the  Dismal-swamp 
canal 

For  the  improvement  of  the  navi- 
gation of  Savannah  river,  Georgia 
For  the  improvement  of  the  Ar- 
kansas river 

For  removing  the  sand-bar  occa- 
sioned by  the  wreck  in  the  har- 
bor of  New  Bedford,  the  unex- 
pended balance  of  an  appropria- 
tion of  ten  thousand  dollars,  made 
July  4,  1836,  being 
Sec.  2.  .And  be  it  farther  enacted. 
That  the  appropriation  heretofore 
made  of  $10,000  for  removing  the 
mud  shoal  called  the  Bulkhead,  in 
the  harbor  of  Appalachicola,  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby,  transferred 
to  the  deepening  of  the  straight 
channel  in  the  same  harbor. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted , 
That  the  several  sums  appropriated 
by  the  first  section  of  this  act,  which 
exceeds  $12,000  each,  one  half 
thereof,  if  the  public  service  re- 
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quire  it,  shall  be  paid  out  during  the 
year  1838,  to  be  applied  to  the  ob- 
jects as  above  specified,  and  the 
other  half  in  like  manner  in  the 
year  1839. 

s.  106. 

For  the  removal  of  the  great  raft 
of  Red  river 


70,000  00 


$1,535,008  53 

s.  380. 

For  building  light  houses,  light-boats,  beacon-lights, 
buoys,  and  malting  surveys,  for  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  thirty  eight. 

STATE  OF  MAINE. 

For  the  erection  of  two  buoys  near 
the  entrance  of  Portland  harbor, 
viz:  one  on  Taylor’s  ledge, and  one 
on  Broad -cove  rock  500  00 

For  rebuilding  the  light-house  on 
Wood  island  5,000  00  j 

For  placing  monuments  on  Fort- 
point  ledge,  Adams’  ledge,  and 
Buck  ledge,  in  Penobscot  river, 
in  addition  to  the  former  appro- 
priation for  that  purpose  1,300  00 

For  placing  a monument  on  Bui-  I 

wark  ledge,  about  seven  miles 
eastsoutheast  of  Poitland  light- 
house 3,000  00 

For  placing  one  buoy  on  Drummer’s 
ledge,  south  of  Mark  island,  and 
one  buoy  on  Mark  island  ledge  500  00 

For  erecting  a light- house  on  Bear 
island,  at  the  entrance  of  Mount 
desert  harbor  3,000  00 

For  erecting  a monument  on  Bun- 
ker's ledge,  outside  of  said  island  1,000  00 

For  placing  one  buoy  at  the  south- 
west entrance  of  said  Mount  De- 
seit  harbor,  and  two  buoys  on  the 
reef  in  the  middle  ol  Bass  harbor  150  00 

For  placing  a buoy  on  Bantam  ledge, 
outside  of  Ram  island  200  00 

For  erecting  a stone  beacon  and  a 
buoy  on  Half-tide  ledge,  in  the 
county  of  Hancock  1,200  00 

For  placing  a spar-buoy  on  a ledge 
in  the  vicinity  of  Crabtree’s  point, 
about  four  miles  below  Sullivan 
harbor,  in  said  county  150  00 

For  the  erection  of  a monument  or 
beacon  on  York  ledge,  off  the  en- 
trance of  York  harbor  10,000  00 

For  erecting  a light-house  and  sea- 
wall at  Saddleback  ledge,  in  Pe- 
nobscot bay  10,000  00 

STATE  OF  NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

For  the  erection  of  a pier  on  the 
east  side  of  Whaleback  light- 
house, to  protect  the  same,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  appropriation  alrea- 
dy made  for  that  purpose  17,000  00 

STATE  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

For  the  erection  of  two  small  bea- 
con-lights on  the  north  side  of 
Nantucket  island,  in  addition  to 
former  appropriation  for  that  pur- 
pose 2,100  00 

For  completing  the  light-house  on 
Mayo  beach,  in  Wellfieet  bay  2,000  00 

For  a monument,  in  the  place  of  one 
carried  away,  on  Bowdifch’s 
ledge,  in  the  harbor  of  Salem  5,000  00 

For  a monument  on  Bowbili  ledge, 
in  the  harbor  of  Manchester,  or 
for  removing  the  same,  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  5,000  00 

For  rebuilding  the  two  light-houses 
on  Plum  island,  near  Newbury- 
port  4,000  00 

STATE  OF  RHODE  ISLAND. 

For  buoys  or  dolphins  in  Providence 
river  GOO  00 

For  placing  two  spindles  at  the 

mouth  of  Pawcatuck  river  400  00 

STATE  OF  CONNECTICUT. 

For  placing  six  buoys  in  the  wes- 
tern, and  six  in  the  eastern  en- 
trance of  Mystic  river,  from  Fish- 
er’s island  sound,  in  the  state  of 
Connecticut,  according  to  the  sur- 
vey and  estimate  of  F.  H.  Grego- 
ry, reported  to  the  board  of  navy 
commissioners  on  the  seventh  day 
of  August  last,  four  hundred  and 
thirty-five  dollars;  and  for  buoys 
on  the  rock  in  the  channel  east  of 
Ram  island,  and  upon  Turner’s 


reef,  according  to  said  survey  and 
report 

For  the  erection  of  a light-house  on 
Lyndepoint,  at  the  mouth  of  Con- 
necticut river,  in  addition  to  the 
sum  of  five  thousand  dollars  al- 
ready appropriated 

To  complete  a sea-wall,  to  preserv 
the  light-house  and  other  build- 
ings on  Fail-weather  island,  near 
Black  Rock  harbor,  pursuant  to 
the  report  of  captain  Gregory 

For  the  erection  of  buoys  on  such 
of  the  rocks  in  the  harbor  of  Mil- 
ford as  may  be  designated  by  the 
superintendent  of  light-houses  for 
that  district 

For  one  buoy  on  a shoal  west  of 
Black  point,  and  one  buoy  on 
Pond  reef,  in  the  oay  of  Niantick 

For  buoys  on  Cornfield-point  rock, 
Adam’s  rock,  and  Oyster-pond- 
point  rock,  near  Plumb  island,  in 
Long  Island  sound 

STATE  OF  NEW  YORK. 

For  completing  a beacon  on  Ro- 
mer’s  shoals,  in  addition  to  the 
appropriation  heretofore  made 

To  complete  a light  house  on  Eso- 
pus  meadows,  on  the  western 
shore  of  the  Hudson  river,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  sum  heretofore  ap- 
propriated 

To  complete  a light  house  on  Cedar 
island.  Sag  Harbor,  in  addition  to 
the  sum  heretofore  appropriated 

For  the  erection  of  a light  house  on 
the  northern  islet  in  Fisher’s 
sound,  near  the  northwest  end  of 
Fisher’s  island 

For  the  payment  of  the  balance  re- 
maining due  for  the  expenses  of 
procuring  and  locating  buoys  in 
the  new  channel  in  the  port  of 
New  York,  lately  discovered  and 
called  Gedney’s  channel 

STATE  OF  NEW  JERSEY. 

For  erecting  a small  beacon  light  at 
South  Amboy,  and  putting  down 
the  following  buoys,  to  wit:  One 
on  the  tale  of  the  Great  Beds;  one 
off  Billop’s  Point  shoal,  southwest 
port  of  Staten  island;  one  on  the 
Middle  Ground,  near  Prince’s 
bay;  one  on  the  Old  Orchard 
shoal;  one  off  the  point  of  the 
Great  Kill  shoals 

For  the  erection  of  a beacon  light  at 
the  Corner  Stake,  so  called,  be- 
tween Elizabethtown  point  and 
Shorter’s  island;  also  another 
small  light  or  lantern  on  Shorter’s 
island;  also  for  buoys,  &c.,  at  the 
following  places:  A spar  buoy  at 
Bergen  point;  a spp.r  buoy  at  the 
Mill  rocks,  in  Newark  bay;  a spar 
buoy  on  the  first  oysterbed  or 
point  of  the  bar  between  the 
Hackensack  and  Passaic  chan- 
nels, one  and  a half  mile  below 
the  crossing-place;  a spar  buoy 
at  the  Corner  Stake,  so  called;  a 
spar  buoy  at  the  crossing  place, 
on  the  north  side;  a spar  buoy 
at  the  Elbow;  all  pursuant  to  the 
report  of  captains  Kearney,  Sloat, 
and  Perry 

STATE  OF  DELAWARE . 

For  rebuilding  a floating-light  on 
Fire-fat  horn  bank,  at  the  entrance 
of  Delaware  bay 

STATE  OF  MARYLAND. 

For  placing  four  buoys  at  or  near 
Pool’s  island  channel 

STATE  OF  VIRGINIA. 

For  placing  spar-buoys  in  James  ri- 
vei>,  between  Day’s  point  and 
Richmond  city,  on  such  ledges 
and  shoals  as  may  be  selected 

For  building  a light-boat  to  take 
place  of  the  one  in  the  narrow's  of 
the  Potomac 

For  placing  three  or  more  buoys  at 
the  entrance  of  Onancock  creek, 
in  the  county  of  Accomac 
STATE  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA. 

For  marking,  staking  out,  and  plac- 
ing buoys  or  other  such  monu- 
ments as  are  most  suitable,  to  de- 
signate the  channels  in  Crowatan 
sound,  and  at  outlets  of  Pasqno- 
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tank.  Little,  and  Perquimans  ri- 
vers $1,000  00 

For  tile  construction  of  a new  light 
boat,  in  lieu  of  that  now  stationed 
otf  Wade’s  point  8,000  00 

For  a light  house  on  Pea  island  or 
Boddy’s  island,  as  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  shall  deem  to  be  most 
for  the  public  interest  5,000  00 

For  three  buoys  or  such  marks  de- 
signating: Chickamacomico  chan- 
nel, in  Hyde  county,  as  shall  be 
found  most  suitable  for  that  pur- 
pose 150  00 

For  placing  buoys  at  the  mouth  of 

Shallote  river  500  00 

STATE  OF  SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

For  erecting  buovs  on  St.  Helena 

bar  1,000  00 

STATE  OF  OHIO. 

For  securing,  or  rebuilding  on  abet- 
ter site,  the  light  house  on  Turtle 
island,  at  the  entrance  of  Maumee 
bay,  in  Lake  Erie  6,700  00 

For  completing  a beacon  light  near 
the  entrance  of  Sandusky  bay,  in 
addition  to  the  sum  heretofore  ap- 
propriated for  that  purpose  3,000  00 

For  the  construction  of  a light  house 
on  the  northwest  end  of  Bass  is- 
land, commonly  called  Put  in-bay 
in  Lake  Erie,  instead  of  one  on 
Cunningham’s  island  3,000  00 

For  placing  buoys  on  a shoal  or 
sunken  inland  near  the  western 
Sister  island,  and  to  the  southward 
thereof,  in  Lake  Erie  550  00 

STATE  OF  GEORGIA. 

For  constructing  a floating-light  to 
be  stationed  in  Tybee  channel,  in 
lieu  of  an  appropriation  of  that 
sum  heretofore  made  for  a similar 
light  on  Martin’s  Industry  shoal  10,000  00 

For  placing  three  buoys  at  the  en- 
trance of  St.  Andrew’s  inlet  540  00 

For  placing  beacons  or  buo)  s at  the 

entrance  of  Brunswick  harbor  1,000  00 

STATE  OF  ALABAMA. 

For  the  construction  of  a light- 
house on  Dauphin  island.  8,000  00 

STATE  OF  LOUISIANA. 

For  marking  the  entrance  and  the 

channel  of  the  Atchafalaya  bay  1,500  00 

For  rebuilding  the  light-house  at 
the  southwest  pass  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi river  20,000  00 

For  completing  a light  house  at  or 
near  the  southwest  pass  on  the 
Vermilion  bay,  in  addition  to 
the  sum  heretofore  appropriated  8,000  00 

STATE  OF  MICHIGAN. 

For  rebuilding  a light-house  on 
Bois  Blanc  island,  if  a suitable 
site  for  the  same  can  be  found  on 
said  island  5,000  00 

For  erecting  a light-house  at  New 
Buffalo,  on  Lake  Michigan,  in- 
stead of  one  at  city  west,  provi- 
ded for  by  an  act  in  1337  5,000  00 

For  erecting  a light-house  on  South 

Manitou  island.  Lake  Michigan  5,000  00 

For  erecting  a light-house  on  the 
ledge  or  reef  near  Wagooshance, 
in  the  straits  of  Michiiimackinac  25,000  00 

For  erecting  a light-house  at 

Presque  isle,  Lake  Huron  5,000  00 

For  erecting  a light-house  on  Point 
aux  Borgucs,  Saginaw  bay,  Lake 
Huron  5,000  00 

TERRITORY  OF  WISCONSIN. 

For  the  construction  of  a light- 
house on  Grass)'  island,  at  the 
head  of  Green  bay,  near  the 
mouth  of  Fox  river  4,000  00 

TERRITORY  OF  FLORIDA. 

For  placing  buoys  at  the  mouth  of 
the  St.  John’s  in  addi .ion  to  the 
appropriation  heretofore  made  for 
that  purpose  850  00 

For  erecting  a light-house  on  Ca- 
rysfort  reef,  in  addition  to  the 
appropriation  already  made  for 
that  purpose  40,000  00 

Sec.  2.  And,  be  it  further  enacted. 

That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
be,  and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to 
cause  two  sets  of  dioptric  or 
lenticular  apparatus,  one  of  the 
first,  the  other  of  the  second  class, 
and  also  one  set,  if  he  deems  it 


expedient,  of  the  reflector  appa- 
ratus, of  the  most  improved 
kinds,  to  be  imported  and  to 
cause  the  said  several  sets  to  be 
set  up,  and  their  merits,  as  com- 
pared with  the  apparatus  in  use, 
to  be  tested  by  lull  and  satisfac- 
tory experiments;  and  the  sum  of 
$15,000,  out  of  any  money  in  the 
treasury  not  otherwise  appropri- 
ated, is  hereby  appropriated  for 
that  purpose;  and  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  is  alsofurtherauthor- 
ized  to  ascertain,  by  suitable  arid 
proper  experiments,  the  merits  of 
the  apparatus  lately  invented  by 
Mr.  E.  Blunt  of  New  York;  and 
if,  in  his  judgment,  it  has  merits 
which  justify1  the  adoption  of  it, 
he  is  hereby  authorised  to  con- 
tract with  Mr.  Blunt,  to  light  any 
light  house  on  the  coast  with  it; 
and  the  sum  hereby  appropriated 
for  the  above  purposes  is 
To  enable  the  secretary  of  the  navy 
to  cause  such  examination  of  the 
coast  between  the  mouths  of  the 
Mississippi  and  Sabine  rivers, 
and  the  intermediate  harbors, 
bays,  and  bayous,  as  may  be  ne- 
cessary to  fix  suitable  locations 
for  light-houses  and  o‘her  im- 
provement, which  may  give  a 
more  safe  and  ready  access  to  the 
said  harbors,  bays,  bayous,  and 
rivers 


2,500  00 


For  the  survey  of  Dos  Moines  and 
Iowa  rivers 

For  a survey  and  estimated  cost  of 
a railroad  from  Milwaukee  to 
Du  Buque 


House  of  representatives. 
Private  claims 

Senate. 

Private  claims 


1,000  00 

2,000  00 

$540,300  00 

$31,693  67 
13,409  93 
$45,103  60 


1,500  00 


$307,010  36 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

H.  R.  230. 

For  the  continuation  of  the  Cumherlandroad  in  Ohio, 
Indiana,  and  Illinois,  and  for  other  purposes. 

For  the  continuation  of  the  Cum- 
berland road  in  the  state  of  Ohio, 
the  sum  of  $150,000  00 

For  the  continuation  of  the  Cum- 
berland road  in  the  state  of  In- 
diana, the  sum  of  150,000  00 

For  the  continuation  of  the  Cum- 
berland road  in  the  state  of  Illi- 
nois, thesuin  of  150,000  00 

For  the  completion  of  the  bridge 
over  Dunlap’s  creek,  on  the  Cum- 
berland road,  in  the  state  of  Penn- 
sylvania the  sum  of  9,000  00 

h.  r.  289. 

For  certain  roods  in  the  territory  of 
Florida. 

For  opening  and  constructing  a road 
flora  Tallahassee  to  lola,  on  the 
river  Appalachicola,  the  sum  of  10,000  00 

For  repairing  the  road  and  recon- 
structing the  bridges  and  cause- 
ways thereon,  from  Saint  Augus- 
tine'to  Picolata  17,300  00 

For  repairing  the  road  from  Jack- 
sonville, by  the  Mineral  Springs, 
to  Tallahassee,  the  sum  of  10,000  00 

s.  29. 

For  the  construction  of  roads  in  the 
territory  of  Wisconsin. 

For  the  construction  of  a road  from 
Fort  Howard,  at  Green  Bay,  by 
Milwaukee  and  Racine,  to  the 
northern  boundary  line  of  the 
state  of  Illinois,  in  the  direction 
of  Chicago  15,000  00 

For  the  construction  of  a road  from 
the  town  of  Milwaukee,  on  Lake 
Michigan,  by  way  of  Madison 
the  permanent  seat  of  govern- 
inent  of  that  territory,  to  a point 
opposite  the  town  of  Du  Buque, 
on  the  Mississippi  river  10,000  00 

For  the  completion  of  the  military 
road  from  Fort  Crawford,  by 
Winnebago,  to  Fort  Howard,  at 
Green  Bay  5,000  00 

For  the  construction  of  the  necessa- 
ry bridges  and  removing  obstruc- 
tions in  the  mail  road  from  the 
northern  line  of  Missouri,  through 
the  original  counties  of  Des 
Moines  and  Du  Buque,  to  some 
suitable  point  on  the  Mississippi 
river,  between  Prairie  du  Chien 
and  Du  Buque  10,000  00 

For  the  survey  of  Rock  river  and 
the  haven  of  said  river,  &e.  1,000  00 


RECAPITULATION. 

Extra  session. 

For  the  support  of  the  government 
and  suppression  ot  Indian  hostili- 
ties for  the  year  1837  $2,109,000  00 

2d  session  25th  congress. 

Civil  and  diplomatic  8 252,360  22 

Army  5,127,860  10 

Fortifications  1 015,415  00 

Protection  of  the  northern  frontier  625,500  00 

Navy  6,062,135  30 

Revolutionary  and  other  pensioners  2,053,532  62 

Current  expenses  of  the  Indian  de- 
partment 3 002,427  73 

Preventing  and  suppressing  Indian 

hostilities  7.739,410  41 

Harbors  1,535  008  53 

Light  houses  307,010  36 

Miscellaneous  540,300  00 

Private  claims  45,103  60 

$38,413064  87 

Statement  of  ilie  new  offices  created  and  the  salaries  of 
each,  and  also  a statement  of  the  offices  the  salaries  of 
which  are  increased,  and  the  amount  of  such  increase, 
during  the  two  last  sessions  of  congress,  made  in  pur- 
suance of  the  6ih  section  of  the  a -l  of  the  2d  of  July, 
1836,  to  provide  for  the  appropriation  of  additional 
payments,  and  for  other  purposes. 

NEW  OFFICES. 

Governorof  the  territory  of  Iowa  ) $1,500  00 

As  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  ) 1,000  00 

Secretary  of  the  territory  of  Iowa  1,200  00 

Chief  justice  supreme  court  territo- 
ry of  Iowa  1,500  00 

Two  associate  justices, ($1,500  each)  3,000  00 
District  attorney,  same  as  others 
Marshal  “ “ 

Judge  criminal  court  District  of 

Columbia  2,000  00 

Judge  orphans’  court  District  of 

Columbia  1,000  00 

Two  registers  and  two  receivers, 

Wisconsin  territory  west  of  the 
Mississippi,  same  compensation 
as  others 

Surveyor  general  Wisconsin  terri- 
tory 1,500  00 

Register  and  receiver  northwestern 
land  district  of  Louisiana,  same 
as  others 

Collector  for  the  port  of  Vicksburg  500  00 

NEW  REGIMENT  OF  INFANTRY 

1 colonel,  same  compensation  as  other  officers  of 
ame  grade. 

do.  do. 

do.  do. 

do.  do. 

do.  do. 

do.  do. 

ARTILLERY. 

4 captains,  same  compensation  as  other  officers  of 
similar  grade. 

4 1st  lieutenants  do.  do. 

4 2d  lieutenants  do.  do. 

CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS. 

1 lieutenant  colonel,  same  pay  as  other  officers  of 

same  grade  in  the  dragoons. 

2 majors  do.  do. 

6 captains  do.  do. 

6 2d  lieutenanis  do.  do. 

COMMISSARY  DEPARTMENT. 

1 assistant  commissary  general  of  subsistence,  pay 
same  as  lieutenant  colonel  of  cavalry'. 

1 commissary  of  subsistence,  pay  of  quartermas- 
ter of  the  army. 

3 commissaries  of  subsistence,  pay  of  assistant 
quartermasters. 

OI1DNANCE. 

2 majors,  pay  of  officers  of  dragoons  of  same  grade. 
1 professor  of  chemistry,  mineralogy,  &c.  at  West 

Point,  pay  of  professor  of  mathematics. 

MEDICAL  DEPARTMENT. 

7 surgeons,  same  pay  as  other  surgeons. 

Note. — Tlie  other  appointments  authorized  by 
the  new  army  bill,  are  staff  appointments,  to  he 
made  from  the  line  of  the  army,  and  do  not  increase 
the  number  of  officers. 


1 lieutenant  colonel 
1 major 
10  captains 
10  1st  lieutenants 
10  2d  lieutenants 
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CHRONICLE. 

Steam  ships.  The  Philadelphia  U.  S.  Gazette  of 
Wednesday  says:  We  learn  with  pleasure,  that  the 
project  of  adopting  tiie  proposition  ol  the  English 
company  to  run  steam  ships  between  Philadelphia 
and  England  and  France,  is  now  b irig  matured, 
and  will  shortly  be  laid  before  the  public  in  a form 
which,  we  have  reason  to  believe,  will  be  accepta- 
ble, and  which  will  secure  that  co-operation  ne- 
cessary to  success.” 

The  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce  states,  on 
the  auttiority  ol  gentlemen  connected  with  the 
French  trade,  that  it  has  been  determined  at  Havre 
to  build  foursteam  ships  of  1800  tons  burthen  each, 
to  constitute  a line  between  that  port  and  New 
York.  The  keel  of  one  had  been  laid,  and  ar- 
rangements were  making  to  complete  them  all,  as 
soon  as  porsible. 

The  Great  Western  left  New  York  on  Thursday 
afternoon  the  16th  inst.  duiing  a violent  gale,  hav- 
ing on  board  86  passengers,  and  a vast  number  ol 
letters,  the  charges  on  which  were  nearly  two 
thousand  dollars. 

She  made  her  last  voyage  to  Bristol  in  twelve 
and  a half  days,  and  came  in  sight  of  land  in  just 
twelve  days  from  Sandy  Hook.  According  to  the 
log  of  that  voyage,  the  shortest  distance  made  in 
any  one  nay  alter  the  first  was  216  miles,  or  just 
nine  nautical  miles  per  hour;  and  the  greatest  dis- 
tance in  any  day  264  miles,  being  eleven  nautical 
miles  per  hour. 

The  ship  Woodbury,  Cutting,  arrived  at  New 
York  from  Liverpool,  reports  having  seen  the  steam 
ship  Great  Western  on  the  7th  inst.  in  lat.  40  15, 
Ion.  71  34. 

Reminiscence.  The  hon.  Gullian  C.  Verplanck, 
at  a dinner  on  board  the  Great  Western,  related  the 
following: 

“Looking  over  (said  he)  a number  of  old  New 
York  papers,  1 met  with  one  published  about  the 
middle  of  the  last  century,  giving  an  account  of 
the  coronation  of  George  III,  which  had  been 
brought  out  in  a vessel  called  the  Sally  Ann,  Irom 
Bristol  to  this  port  in  eighty  days.  1 could  not  help 
being  struck  with  the  wonderlul  improvement  in 
our  day,  by  the  construction  ol  such  vessels  as  the 
Great  Western,  w hich  brought  to  this  port  from  the 
same  city  a lull  account  ot  the  like  event,  in  the 
coronation  of  Queen  Victoria,  in  fourteen  days  and 
some  few  hours.” 

We  learn  with  pleasure  that  the  tunnel  on  the 
Harrisburgh  and  Lancaster  railroad  is  now  com- 
pleted, with  the  exception  ot  one  facade.  The 
passengers  are  now  conveyed  directly  through  it, 
and  the  wdiole  distance  between  Lancaster  and 
Harrisburgh  is  now  run  in  one  hour  and  twenty 
minutes;  and  passengers  leaving  this  city  at  six 
o’clock,  A.  M.  arrive  at  Harrisburgh  at  two  o’clock, 
P.  M.  Since  last  Saturday,  the  cais  have  used  the 
tunnel,  and  we  ma}’  congratulate  the  travelling 
public  upon  the  completion  ot  a work  that  renders 
a journey  to  Harrisburgh  a pleasure.  [U.  S.  Gaz. 

Scarcity  of  birds.  It  has  been  remarked  by  those 
who  live  In  (he  country  and  observe  the  signs  of 
the  times,  that  never,  in  any  season,  have  so  lew 
birds  been  about.  We  have  remarked  the  same 
fact  ourselves,  in  riding  within  a dozen  miles  ol 
the  city;  and  the  probable  cause  of  the  decrease  is 
owing  to  the  death-searching  spirit  ol  the  sports- 
man, wdio  spares  neither  chipbird  nor  robin  led 
breast.  The  orchard  birds  are  of  great  value  to 
the  farmer,  in  destroying  insects,  but  are  ot  little 
or  no  use  to  the  sportsman;  and  to  kill  a bird  lor 
mere  idle  sport  is  indeed  cruel.  [ Boston  Post. 

SNA1X  AHOY 

Thare  is  sum  live  rattail  snaix  tu  be  sean  in  a 
bocks  on  this  bote  fur  sick  spunts  a cite  for  groan 
foax  and  children  half  prise. 

Please  tu  call  on  Old  Dick 

N B kash  pade  or  no  sho 

The  above  is  verbatim  of  an  advertisement  post- 
ed on  a small  bunk  room  door  on  board  ot  the  ele- 

fant  pleasure  steamboat  on  Lake  George,  alias 
iake  Horieon,  as  taken  personally,  and  snakes  seen 
by  the  communicator.  [ N . Y.  Star. 

A novel  arrival.  Arrived  at  this  port,  yesterday, 
sloop  Native,  captain  Soloman  Attaquen,  form  the 
Indian  Plantation,  Marshpee,  Mass.  This  vessel 
was  built  by  the  native  Indians  on  their  plantation, 
is  owned  by  them,  and  is  commanded  by  one  of 
their  number.  She  is  32  tons  burthen,  and  is  .ere 
for  a cargo  ol  lumber.  [ Bangor  Whig. 

Great  feat  in  swimming.  One  of  the  soldiers  of 
the  82d  regiment,  at  Malden,  U.  C.,  deserted  to  the 
American  side  by  swimming  from  that  place  to 
Grosse  Isle,  a distance  of  three  miles.  He  was 
pursued  to  Grosse  Isle  by  an  officer  and  guard,  but 
was  protected  by  American  citizens. 


Transportation  of  the  mail.  It  is  stated  in  a west- 
ern paper  that  a new  mail  line  has  been  established 
between  New  Orleans  and  Louisville,  by  which  the 
mail  is  to  be  carried  in  steam  boats,  regularly  three 
tunes  a week,  between  those  cities.  There  are  to 
be  eight  boats  on  the  line,  and  each  boat  to  have  a 
postmaster  on  board,  whose  duty  it  is  made  toattend 
to  the  receipt  and  delivery  of  the  mail  at  the  ditier- 
ent  points  on  the  route.  The  contractors  for  thus 
carry  ing  the  mail,  are  to  receive  for  this  service 
#180,000  a year. 

Military  road.  We  learn  from  the  Little  Rock 
Gazettp,  that  major  Belknap  and  capt.  Bonneville, 
two  of  the  commissioners  appointed  by  the  secre- 
tary of  war  to  locate  a road  Irom  Fort  Smith  to 
Red  river,  had  made  all  their  arrangements,  and 
were  on  the  eve  of  starting  to  perform  the  duties 
assigned  them.  The  road  about  to  be  located  by 
the  above  commissioners,  it  is  understood,  is  to 
leave  Fort  Smith  on  the  Arkansas,  and  run  as  di- 
rectly south  with  the  line  of  the  state  as  the  nature 
of  the  country  will  admit,  to  Red  river,  upon  which 
road  it  is  the  intention  of  government  to  erect  two 
forts,  for  the  purpo.-e  of  defence. 

The  national  road.  The  editor  of  the  Wheeling 
Gazette,  who  has  recently  travelled  over  fifty  or 
sixty  miles  of  the  national  road  west  of  that  city, 
reports  it  to  be  in  wretched  condition.  It  has  (he 
says)  been  very  much  cut  up,  and  heretofore  in- 
stead of  breaking  up  stone  to  repair  it,  holes  have 
been  filled  up  by  throwing  them  unbroken  upon  the 
road,  thus  rendering  it  very  hard  upon  horses,  and 
extremely  rough.  A large  number  of  hands  are 
now  employed  on  the  road,  and  it  is  probable  ere 
long  it  will  be  in  much  better  order.  The  rates  of 
toll  have  been  advanced  since  the  1st  of  August  to 
double  price,  which  has  given  cause  for  much  com- 
plaint, not  only  to  travellers,  but  also  to  farmers, 
tavern  keepers,  and  others  along  the  road.  It  is 
feared  that  the  very  high  tolls  charged  will  be  suffi- 
cient to  cause  wagoners  and  drovers  to  seek  some 
other  route. 

The  automaton  chess  player,  so  long  the  wonder 
of  the  woild,  the  rope  dancers,  trumpeter,  confla- 
gration of  Moscow,  and  all  the  other  pieces  of  me- 
chanism which  composed  the  exhibitions  of  the  late 
Mr.  Maelzel,  are  to  be  sold  at  public  sale  in  Phila- 
delphia on  the  1st  September  next,  by  his  adminis- 
trator, Mr.  Jiio.  F.  Ohl. 

Sam  Patch  outdone.  On  Tuesday  last  about  tw'o 
miles  below  the  steamboat  landing  on  the  Genesee 
river,  a horse  attached  to  a cart  loaded  with  wood, 
wa9  precipitated  Irom  the  bank,  cart  and  all,  to  the 
water’s  edge  below,  a distance  of  75  feet  nearly 
perpendicular,  and  alter  adjusting  himself,  com- 
menced browsing  upon  Ihe  shrubbery,  without 
having  received  the  least  apparent  injury. 

[ Rochester  Daily  Advertiser. 

Something  new.  A very  curious  feat  was  per- 
formed on  Monday  evening  last  at  the  Washington 
race  course  by  a youth  of  eighteen  years  of  age  for 
a w ager  ot  #50.  He  was  to  carry  a man,  w eighing 
one  hundred  and  twenty-five  pounds,  around  the 
course,  measuring  one  mile,  which  he  perlorined 
with  the  greatest  ease  in  seventeen  minutes.  After 
performing  the  feat  he  rail  about  fifty  yards  and 
back  again,  with  his  load  on  his  shoulders,  ainid  the 
loud  huzzas  ol  the  multitude  w ho  had  assembled  to 
witness  the  teat.  [Potomac  Advocate. 

#500  reward  for  a missing  letter.  Five  hundred 
dollars  reward  will  be  paid  lor  the  delivery  of  a let- 
ter written  by  the  governor  of  Georgia  to  Slade, 
the  abolitionist.  It  is  to  be  distinctly  understood, 
that  said  letter  is  not  lo  be  read  by  the  finder,  there 
being  certain  passages  in  it,  that  ought  not  to  meet 
the  public  eye.  Upon  delivery  or  transmission  of 
said  letter  to  the  executive  department,  the  above 
sum  will  be  paid  out  of  any  monies  in  the  treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated.  [Savannah  Georgian. 

Conviction  of  a mail  robber.  The  Little  Rock 
Gazette  of  the  1st  instant  says: 

‘•The  trial  of  Robert  A.  Linebaugh,  for  purloin- 
ing money  from  letters,  while  entrusted  with  open- 
ing the  mails  at  Greenville,  Clark  county,  last 
spring,  took  place  last  week,  before  the  U.  S.  Dis- 
trict court,  judge  Johnson  presiding.  The  case 
was  fully  made  out,  and  the  juiy  found  a verdict  of 
guilty — sentence,  10  years’  imprisonment. 

Cumberland  coal.  The  Frederick  Herald  says: 
“Some  estimate  may  be  formed  of  the  value  which 
is  attached  lo  the  Cumberland  coal,  as  well  as  of  the 
importance  that  this  mineral  is  about  to  attain,  as 
an  article  of  export  from  our  state,  so  soon  as  our 
system  of  internal  improvements  are  completed, 
from  the  fact,  that  this  coal  is  preferred,  as  we  have 
it  from  good  authority,  on  board  the  steam  boat 
Great  Western,  to  any  other  w hich  they  have  tried.” 
END  OF  VOLUME  FIFTY- FOUR. 


Correction.  Captaii.  Charles,  owner  and  master 
of  the  schooner  Merchant,  of  Elizabeth  city,N.  C., 
utterly  denies  the  truth  of  the  statement  that  has 
been  published  respecting  that  vessel,  to  wit:  that 
it  passed  near  the  wreck  ol  the  Pulaski  and  was 
hailed  by  some  of  the  survivors,  but  passed  on,  giv- 
ing no  attention  to  their  cries  for  help.  Captain 
Charles  was  not  on  board  at  the  time,  the  schooner 
being  then  in  command  of  a captain  Gaylard;  but 
he  says  that  he  has  conversed  with  many  ol  the  pas- 
sengers who  were  saved  from  the  Pulaski,  and 
heard  nothing  of  the  kind  from  any  of  them.  To 
this  negative  evidence  he  adds  the  affidavit  of  the 
mate,  as  iollows: 

State  of  North  Carolina,  > Elizabeth  city,  August  14, 
Pasquatank  county,  J 1838. 

Personally  appeared  before  me  James  M.  Pool, 
one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  for  Pasquatank 
county,  Rufus  Robbins,  who  being  first  duly  sw  orn, 
deposeth  and  saitli,  that  he  was  the  mate  on  board 
the  sebr.  Merchant  of  Elizabeth  city,  on  her  late 
voyage  from  Elizabeth  city  to  Wilmington,  N.  C. 
loaded  with  corn — that  the  statement  taken  from  the 
Philadelphia  Exchange  books  and  published  iu  the 
Baltimore  American  has  been  show  n to  him  this 
day,  and  that  the  same  is  entirely  false  as  regards 
the  said  schr.  Merchant  being  hailed  by  the  sufierers 
of  the  Pulaski  for  assistance.  He  farther  swears 
that  they  never  saw  the  Pulaski,  nor  does  be  be- 
lieve that  they  went  within  fifty  miles  of  the  wreck 
of  the  said  Pulaski, — he  farther  states  that  the  schr. 
Henry  Camerdon  arrived  at  Wilmington  twelve 
hours  previous  to  the  arrival  of  the  schr.  Merchant. 

Rufus  Robbins. 

Sworn  to  before  me  this  13th  August,  1838. 

James  M.  Pool. 

Some  laborers  employed  in  grading  a street  in 
Norfolk,  at  a spot  where  it  passed  through  an  old 
burying  ground,  struck  upon  a coffin  near  which 
was  a trunk  much  decayed.  It  was  lound  to  con- 
tain a substance  resembling  tinder,  w hich  was  once 
bank  notes,  or  perhaps,  continental  money,  and  a 
parcel  of  gold  coin,  all  of  which  was  greedily  taken 
up  by  the  black  men  engaged  in  digging.  They 
would  not  reveal  the  number  of  coins  in  the  trunk. 
The  one  of  which  they  exhibited  proved  to  be  a 
ducat,  coined  in  Holland  in  1758,  and  is  valued  at 
#2.50. 

The  cattle  are  dying  off  at  a shocking  rate  in 
some  parts  of  New  Hampshire  by  some  unknown 
disease.  The  bodies  putrify  so  soon  after  death, 
that  it  is  necessary  to  bury  them  immediately. 
Some  persons  had  been  poisoned  by  attempting  to 
skin  the  dead  animals.  [Gazette. 

A late  Mobile  Chronicle  states,  that  Messrs. 
Fountain  and  Prince,  members  of  two  prominent 
houses  in  that  city,  are  about  to  embark  in  a new 
enterprize — that  of  establishing  a commercial  house 
in  Liverpool.  This  is  of  course  wuth  a view  to 
favor,  or  profit  by  the  direct  trade  between  Mobile 
and  Liverpool. 

Neu>  cotton.  The  first  bale  of  new  cotton  reach- 
ed here  on  Saturday,  by  the  rail  road  cars  from  Ham- 
burg. It  is  from  the  plantation  of  Turner  Clanton, 
esq.,  Columbia  county,  (Ga.,)  and  consigned  to 
Messrs.  Lafitte  § r Brother.  The  quality  is  said  to 
be  excellent.  We  understand  13  cents  was  otiered 
for  it  and  refused.  [Charleston  Courier,  Aug.  19. 

The  eldest  of  the  cruft.  The  venerable  colonel 
Andrew  Marschalle,  a veteran  of  the  revolution, 
died  on  the  tenth  instant  at  Washington,  Adams 
county,  Mississippi.  The  deceased  was  the  father 
of  the  then  typographical  art  in  M ississippi,  having 
brought  into  the  then  territory  in  ’97,  a small  print- 
ing press  the  first  ever  used  there. 

[New  Orleans'  American. 

Hunting  in  Mississippi.  Two  parties  in  Low  ndes 
county  started,  last  week,  on  a hunting  excursion, 
in  the  course  of  w hich  they  bagged  3,925  scalps. 
L.  H.  Willeford’s  company,  consisting  of  11, count- 
ed 2,404,  and  that  of  J.  A.  Snell  1,521.  [Ib. 

The  packet  ship  Oxford,  which  sailed  Irom  New 
York' on  Monday  for  Liverpool,  earned  out  eight 
thousand  tellers. 

A weighty  toast.  The  following  heavy  affair,  in 
Ihe  way  of  toasts,  was  given  at  the  celebration  of 
the  4th  in  Boston: 

•‘The  fifty-six  signers  of  the  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence; the  heaviest  fifty-six  the  world  ever 
saw — the  whole  strength  of  Great  Britain  couldn’t 
raise  it.” 

The  Alexandria  Gazette  states  that  the  village  of 
Occoquan,  Va.  was  much  infested  by  mad  dogs,  ane 
that  a cilizen  of  that  place,  who  had  been  bitten  by 
one,  had  gone  to  the  “mad-stone”  in  another  county 
for  relief. 
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